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Residential & Commercial Propane Service • Grills • Cookers
Tankless Water Heaters • Gas Logs • Accessories

843-538-5593 • 2138 Jefferies Hwy. • Walterboro

P
Time for Summer Grilling...Time for Summer Grilling...

Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!

2754 Robertson Blvd. | Walterboro, SC 29488 | 843-549-7838

WE ARE PROUD TO BE 
SERVING Colleton County 
and SURROUNDING AREAS 
for over 26 YEARS WITH 

SALES & SERVICE!
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Welcome to your 
custom built home...

Office: 843-782-4077
Cell: 843-908-3396
scott@cookdesignstudios.com

Check out our portfolio online!
cookdesignstudios.com

1374 Bells Highway
Walterboro, SC 29488

202 East 2nd North Street
Summerville, SC 29483
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By VICKI BROWN
vbrown@lowcountry.com

Rain can be a blessing, but it can also create problems 
for yards. Whether there is standing water, flooding, or 
dry patches, learning to manage rain water can fix those 
landscape issues. 

Too much rain on the home landscape can lead to erosion 
and flooding issues. Plants that receive too much water end 
up with root rot, and standing water breeds mosquitoes. 
Erosion causes land loss for landowners, and run off into 
ponds can create algae issues. Knowing what to do and 
how to manage rain water can be a cost effective and 
preventative benefit.

Kim Morganello works as a Water Resources associ-
ate with Clemson Extension. She has some tips on how 
Colleton residents can better manage rain water in yards.

First, she said, you need to go outside when it is raining to 
see what is happening in your yard. Watch where the water 
goes when it runs off your roof. 

Next, dig a hole, let it fill with water and watch how long it 
takes to drain. If it takes 24 hours or more, you have slow 
draining soil. This will require a little work to fix your rain 
water issues.

Building a Rain Garden 
If you have gutters with a downspout, see where the 

water goes. Water that pools, or sits, needs to be diverted. 
In this case, it could be in your best interest to create a 
rain garden. 

To do this, dig a trench from the downspout to a nearby 
area that can be used for landscaping. You can also insert 
piping. 

Using a can of spray paint, outline a shape for the rain 
garden…it’s usually kidney shaped. It can be several yards 
long or bigger. Dig down 12 inches, piling the dirt around 
the rim of the garden and pack down. It will look like a 
shallow swimming pool with a small ten-inch wall around 
it. Put down landscaping net and add compost for healthy 
plants. Add soil or sand, then cedar mulch. Cedar floats less. 
Use native South Carolina plants in the garden. 

Native plants such as shrubs, perennials and grasses 
have roots that are much deeper than turf and they use 
water better. Top with cedar mulch. As it rains, water pours 
through the downspout, into the trench and then into the 
rain garden.

Use Native Plants 
According to the South Carolina Wildlife Federation 

and Clemson Extension, native plants or those adapt-
able to the area for rain gardens are the Aster, Wild 
Indigo, Beebalm, Spicebush, Bluestar, Black Eyed 
Susan, Butterflyweed, Cardinal Flower, Common Milkweed, 
Common Yarrow, Coreopsis, Carolina Phlox, Downy Phlox, 
Goldenrod, Joe Pye Weed, Prairie Blazing Star, Beardtongue, 
Mountain Mint, Seashore Mallow, False Indigo, Golden 
canna, Coneflower, Swamp Sunflower, Beach Sunflower, 
Tall Ironweed, White Wild Indigo, Wild Cranesbill, Wild 
Geranium, Rozanne Cranesbill Geranium, Columbine, Coral 
Bells, Alumroot, and Milkweed. Some ferns for shady 
areas in the Lowcountry are the Christmas Fern, Cinnamon 
Fern, Marginal Shield Fern, New York Fern, Netted Chain 
Fern, Northern Maidenhair Fern, Royal Fern, Sensitive 
Fern, Southern Lady Fern. Some native grasses are 
the Bushy Bluestem, Inland Sea Oats, Indian Grass, Salt 
Cordgrass, Splitbeard Bluestem, Switchgrass, and Bulrush. 

To select the right plant for the right place, visit the 
Clemson Extension Carolina Yards resource page found at 
www.clemson.edu/cy.

Standing water
If you have standing water, plant trees. Trees can absorb 

hundreds of gallons of water. A live oak absorbs 30 percent 
of rainfall and is the best source for containing standing 
water. A group of trees can absorb 60 percent of rainfall.

Another idea for standing water is to dig a small pool. Add 
a liner. Then, place a floating plant island or basket inside, 
with the vessel containing plants that thrive in water. 

Add matrix material. 
The basket or island floats in the pool and the plant’s roots 

go through the matrix and hang down in the water. The 
matrix removes bacteria from the water and help the plants 
thrive. Very little care is needed. You can even add koi fish.

Concrete vs Pavers
Some houses have sidewalks or patios made of concrete. 

Water has nowhere to go and comes in the house or runs 
into unwanted places. One way to fix this situation is with 
pavers. Take out the concrete and insert pavers with a layer 
of sand and gravel underneath. Lay pavers with pea gravel 
between each block. Water runs in between pavers, not on 
top. This will absorb rain more quickly.

Rain barrel
A rainwater harvesting system is the best answer for 

homeowners. One inch of rain can produce 600 gallons of 
rainwater from an average roof. So, a 60-gallon rain barrel 
is a good size. The water can be used to irrigate land-
scaping, wash pets, clean equipment, and a host of other 
things. It cannot be 
used for drinking. The 
barrel must be dark in 
color and contain a lid 
to prevent mosquito 
breeding and algae. 
No sunlight should be 
able to get into the 
barrel.

While these ideas 
seem to take a lot of 
work, they are worth 
the investment in the 
end. Rethinking your 
landscaping can save 
the environment, and 
your home and prop-
erty while saving you 
money.

PHOTO courtesy of pondmarket.com

FLOATING PLANTS. A float-
ing plant basket that contains 
plants and matrix material can 
be set in a small man-made 
pool with a liner. The roots 
hang down in the water to pre-
vent algae.

Photo Courtesy of Clemson Extension

RAIN GARDENS. Digging a rain garden near downspouts or 
where water tends to stand still on your property is worth the 
time and effort as it saves your yard from erosion, from causing 
damage to your home, and from potential mosquito infestation.
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Ace 2 Gal. Home
& Garden Sprayer

7437668
Limit 2 at this price

1050 Bells Hwy | Walterboro, SC | 843-539-3333 | Mon-Fri 8am-6pm | Sat 8am-5pm | Sun Closed

SAVE NOW
1299

10-10-10 FERTILIZER
50 LB BAG
SKU#F1008

SAVE NOW
1499

16-4-8 FERTILIZER
25% SLOW RELEASE

SKU#F1022

SAVE NOW
1499

34-0-0  GRO-ALL
50 LB BAG
SKU#F1016

SAVE NOW
459

PULVERIZED LIMESTONE
40 LB BAG
SKU#72570

SAVE NOW
1299

FERT MILORGANITE
2.5M

SKU#70555

SAVE NOW
499

PELLETIZED LIME
40 LB BAG
SKU#75540

SAVE NOW
1299

LIME HYDRATED
50 LB BAG
SKU#7392

$1799 -$3 WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD®

$1499

Living Accents®

9’ Market Umbrella
Steel frame, push-button tilt, polyester fabric. 

8403610
Umbrella Base, 8329740, 8329757...$29.99 each

$2399 -$4 WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD®

$1999
each

Roundup® Weed & Grass Killer
1.1 Gal. Ready-to-Use or

36.8 Oz. Concentrate Plus 
74142, 7330210

Limit 2 at this price.

$5002
FOR

SALE

Ace Insect Killer
7415110, 7415128, 7415136, 7415144

$2.50 each

SALE
$3499

each

Assorted colors available
8 colors

Living Accents®

6’ Fold-in-Half Table
29-1/4” H x 30” W x 72” L Blow

mold plastic top, steel legs.
8315095

Folding Chair, 8197097... $14.99
4’ Folding Table, 8399685... $29.99.

SALE
$3999

SALE VALID THROUGH MAY 31, 2021

Page 2C April 29, 2021



CYAN-AOOO     MAGENTA-OAOO     YELLOW-OOAO     BLACK    012908

E-Alerts • Online Banking • Bill Pay • E-Statements • Mobile Banking

300 Robertson Blvd. • Walterboro, SC • (843) 549-2526
428 Highway 174 • Edisto Island, SC • (843) 869-9734

www.1stfederalofsc.com

Let Us Help You
Cultivate And
Grow!

Refinishing
Minor Repairs

Weaving Cain & Rush
Chairs | Tables

Desks | Toys, Etc.

843-542-4260
310 Wintergreen Rd. • Walterboro

whitacre@lowcountry.com

Splinter Wood Works
Tom Whitacre

773 N Jefferies Blvd. • Walterboro • 843-549-0107
www.jonesvacuumcenter.com

Commercial Quality
10 year warranty
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Consignment EnvyConsignment Envy

813 Bells Hwy. | Walterboro | 843-782-5000
Open 6 days a week at 10 a.m.

6000 SQUARE FEET OF

FUN & FAB
Vintage • Designer Clothes • Bags • Shoes • Home Decor • Furniture

Home of the forever saleHome of the forever sale
AC Pools & ConcreteAC Pools & Concrete

Allen Cook - 803-943-1520Allen Cook - 803-943-1520

Keep cool with...

More than 30 years of experience • Varnville, SCMore than 30 years of experience • Varnville, SC

Pool Installation • Repairs & Maintenance
Liner Replacement • Concrete Work

AUSTIN
R O O F I N G ,  L L C

843-599-5583 | austinroofingllc.com

ROOF INSTALLATION
ROOF REPLACEMENT
ROOF REPAIR SERVICES
ROOF MAINTENANCE
SKYLIGHT SERVICES Call Us at Austin Roofing, LLC 

Each repair job, whether large or small, 

is done with the utmost consideration for our 

clients and their roofing needs. We use the best 

materials, provide excellent service, and get the job 

done in a timely manner. In most cases, we can have your 

repair finished within 2-3 days so you no longer have to worry 

about the next rain or storm

NEEDNEED
ROOFINGROOFING
REPAIRS?REPAIRS?

It feels so good to be able to do something with the things we’d normally 
discard. Coffee grounds as rose fertilizer and clementine peels saved for 
DIY candles come to mind, not to mention composting in general. 

If you’re a regular or occasional tea drinker, you can add your tea bags 
to the list of garbage you shouldn’t throw out just yet. Here are some ways 
to re-use them post brew: 

• Add a hint of flavor to rice or grains. Hang your used tea bags in boiling 
water to infuse your food with a touch of flavor. Think jasmine tea with rice 
or chai tea with oatmeal. 

• Protect house plants from fungal disease by re-brewing a used tea 
bag and using the weak tea (cooled) to water your plants. 

• Neutralize odors naturally. Spread dried tea leaves in stinky spots like 
the cat litter box or in the bottom of your garbage bags. 

• Make cleaning the fireplace safer and easier. Dump the damp con-
tents of tea bags onto the ash to weigh it down before sweeping out the 
fireplace. 

• De-grease pots and pans. Soak hard-to-clean dishes in water with a 
used tea bag tossed in. The tea will help loosen stuck-on food and break 
up grease. 

• Add them to your bath. The antioxidants in tea are good for your skin 
and the gentle scent will add some aromatherapy to your soak. 

• Take the sting out of insect bites and sunburns. Using a cool compress 
will reduce pain and inflammation of the affected areas. 

• Make a hair rinse. Remove product buildup without using another 
product. Soak 3-4 used tea bags in warm water and pour it over your 
head after shampooing and conditioning as usual. Don’t rinse. Pro tip: 
Chamomile brightens blondes and black tea adds a coppery shimmer to 
brunettes, according to Housewife How-Tos. 

• Deodorize carpets by scattering the dried contents of several teabags 
over your rugs before you vacuum. 

• Depuff tired eyes. Place cool tea bags over your eyes, cucumber style. 
According to Chasing Green, the tannins in the tea leaves may reduce 
bags and dark circles. 

• Clean leather shoes by buffing with a damp teabag. 
• Wash stinky hands, using a tea bag as you would a bar of soap to help 

eradicate garlic, onion, or fish odors. 

Photo by Image credit: Stephanie Russo

USED TEA BAGS HELP YOUR GARDEN GROW. Placing used tea bags or used, compostable coffee bags into the soil can help 
enhance your soil and reduce pests. 

Photo by Vicki Brown

REPURPOSING DAMAGED LAND. When a tornado destroys 
your tree line, what do you do? You repurpose it. Colleton res-
ident Ryan Deichert and his son, Caden, remove broken trees 
so they can create a new ATV course.

3371 Jefferies Hwy • 843-538-2635

We carry all major brands of appliance parts.
If we don’t have it, we can get it.

NEW Summer Hours Starting June 3rd

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. 9am-4pm    Wed. 9am-1pm
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Stacey Godley,
Owner/Operator

Call Today For Your 
Free Estimate.

- Land Clearing
- Driveways
- House Pads
- Ponds etc.
godleyclearing.grading@gmail.com
843-599-3524 - Walterboro, SC

Godley Clearing
and Grading, LLC. PALMETTO

HOME CENTER

843-549-5713
645 South Jefferies Blvd.

Walterboro, SC 29488

Lumber & Millwork
Electrical
Plumbing

Paint & Supplies
Pool Supplies

Concrete & Masonry Supplies
Roofing Materials

Hand Tools
Fasteners

Building Hardware
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WIGGINS
PORTABLE BUILDINGS

Portable Buildings • Carports • Garages & More

424 Sniders Hwy & 849 Bells Hwy. • Walterboro, SC
843-538-5269

RENT
TO OWN

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Our buildings are always open!

843-835-3507
cell: 843-898-4135

Abeaupoolservice@gmail.com

SERVICE,
REPAIR AND
HOT TUBS

POOL

$20 OFF Service Repair
Expires 9/30/21

Decking Ladder Install Cleaning Hot Tubs

We’re just a phone call away™

1.800.633.0694

Ask about  our new
MOSQUITO BARRIER

TREATMENT SERVICES
“Homeowners take back your backyard”

Are You Ready?

Mosquito
Season Is Here...

Parts & Service to most all 
Brands, Models or Years.
4669 Jefferies Hwy

Walterboro, SC 29488

843-538-3433
Serving the Lowcountry for over 38 years.

By HEATHER WALTERS 

Spring has brought to us many things in nature that we enjoy: birds, 
budding flowers and warmer days. The season has also brought Colleton 
residents a sometimes-unwelcomed visitor: the Eastern Tent Caterpillar. 

The Eastern Tent Caterpillar, or the Malacosoma Americanum, is a “native 
pest” of North America, according to Marion Barnes, senior county exten-
sion agent with Clemson University. 

They can be found crawling among trees in Colleton County, with their 
large nests located inside native trees. 

“Their populations fluctuate from year to year, with large outbreaks occur-
ring every several years,” he said. “They feed on many hardwood species. 
Its damage does not kill trees, but some twig and foliage loss may occur,” 
he said. 

“Some homeowners find their unsightly, silken-like tent structures in the 
forks of trees unattractive. Their large numbers can become a nuisance 
as they crawl over plants, sidewalks and structures. Oaks, wild cherry, wild 
plum, crab apple, and sweet gum as well as many hardwood trees are 
some of their favorite habitat,” he said. 

The Eastern Tent Caterpillar lays large egg masses during Winter. Some 
of these masses contain as many as 400 eggs. The larva then emerge in 
Spring. 

“As they hatch, these social insects gather together to spin a nest in the 
forks of a tree. The caterpillars tend to feed on tree foliage during early 
morning and evenings, returning to the nest during the heat of the day, and 
during rainy weather for protection,” said Barnes. 

According to Barnes, the larva (caterpillars) are brightly colored with long 
hairs on their bodies, mostly along the sides. 

At maturity, caterpillars can reach one and a half to two inches in length.
“For about 4 to 6 weeks, the caterpillars feed, grow and expand their 

nests, then scatter, spin cocoons of woven whitish or yellow silk and 
pupate,” he said. “Cocoons can be found under bark, in a rolled leaf or in 
dead plant material on the ground. 

“After a few weeks, the adult emerges from the cocoon as a red-
dish-brown moth. They mate and the female lays eggs on small branches 
which will hatch next spring, starting the cycle all over again,” he said. 

How to remove a lot of larvae
Barnes says that caterpillar populations are “generally controlled by 

numerous natural enemies, such as predators, (birds, other insects), dis-
eases (virial, fungal, bacterial) and a number of parasitic wasps.” In a case 
where a Colleton homeowner finds their property with too many of these 
nests, the homeowner can physically remove the nests. 

Tents can also be broken open to expose larva to predators. 
It’s always best to call Clemson Extension for advice and information. 
“If treatment with an insecticide is warranted, remember larva larger than 

1/4 inch in length and those beneath the webbing are difficult to control 
with a pesticide. When choosing a pesticide consider one that has a low 
impact on the environment. Be mindful of pollinators when applying pesti-
cides,” he said. 

According to Barnes, products such as Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis), are less 
toxic to insects and to flowering trees. 

The Colleton County Clemson Extension Office can be contacted at 843-
549-2596.

Photo Provided 

THEY’RE BACK. According to local Clemson Extension officials, these ETC worms are back in Colleton County, and are being found 
along trees. Here, a nest of the worms is found in the branches of a wild Cherry Tree.

Submitted by StatePoint 

Fairly easy to construct and even easier to maintain, 
raised garden beds are a great way to raise plants and 
vegetables in the comfort and convenience of your 
backyard.

Organic gardener Joe Lamp’l of “Growing a Greener 
World” knows about the ins and outs of raised garden 
beds.

Here are some of the top insights and tips by Lamp’l:
• Why use raised garden beds? A raised garden bed 

can help facilitate the ideal growing environment, as 
most people don’t have that perfect soil naturally in their 
yard. Their accessibility makes them easier to work in 
and maintain. Plus, they’re a nice architectural design 
element in any landscape.

• What’s the ideal size? The main rule of the thumb 
applies to width. The bed should be no wider than 4 
feet, as you never want to compact the soil when work-
ing. Length however, is based on personal preference 
and needs. As far as height is concerned, you want the 
roots to be able to grow out and down as much as 
possible -- 6-inches at minimum. 

While 12-inches is common, anything higher is a 
bonus.

• What materials work best? Treated lumber is the 
most readily available and economical material and 
will likely last the longest, however, being an organic 
gardener Lamp’l prefers untreated hardwood, as it lasts 
almost as long and doesn’t contain chemicals. Other 
materials you have around the home and yard, such as 
rocks, old tubs, etc., can work too.

• Where’s the best location? Build your raised garden 
bed on level ground, in full sun exposure near a water 
supply.

To build a 10-foot x 4-foot x 18-inch raised bed, 
you’ll need:

• Nine 6-inch x 6-inch x 12-foot cedar timbers
• Tape measure, t-square and marking pencil
• A saw and extension cord
• One box of 10-inch heavy-duty exterior wood 

screws
• Ten 24-inch x 1/2-inch rebar stakes
• Twenty 10-inch galvanized timber spikes
• Sledgehammer
• Impact drill and long drill bit
• Level
• Hammer
• Shovels
• Hardware cloth, wire cutters and fence staples
• Work gloves, safety glasses and ear plugs
• Wheelbarrow (to transport soil)

DIY Instructions:
1. Begin by cutting six, 6 x 6 timbers, each measuring 

10-feet 6-inches in length. And six, 6 x 6 timbers, each 
measuring 4-feet 6-inches in length. Drill rebar holes in 
each timber.

2. Once the first layer of bed has been placed, leveled 
and squared in your desired location, fasten the corners 
using 10-inch wood screws. Secure the entire layer to 
the ground with 10 pieces of rebar.

3. Place the second layer of timbers, staggering the 
corners and fastening them with wood screws. Secure 

this layer to the first with ten 10-inch galvanized spikes.
4. Install galvanized cloth to prevent burrowing pests 

from eating earthworms and destroying plants.
5. Place the third layer of timbers (following above 

directions.)
6. Fill with soil and plants.
For more tips and complete build instructions, check 

out “How to Build Raised Garden Beds” by visiting 
Exmark.com/backyard. Exmark’s Backyard Life is part 

of a unique multimedia destination with a focus on 
helping homeowners make the most of their backyard. 
There you can also access other series, including 
“Prime Cuts” and “Dream Yards.”

For an amazing crop this season, take a cue from 
the professionals and build a raised garden bed for 
best results.

Photo Courtesy of Gardner’s World 

RAISING BEDS FOR BETTER BACKS. According to national gardening officials, building a raised 
flower bed or vegetable garden in your backyard can help ease back pain and the hassles of tra-
ditional gardening.

THE PRESS AND STANDARD - 843-549-2586

Do you have a question or
concern about Colleton County?

Mail to:
Attn: Editor

1025 Bells Highway
Walterboro, SC 29488

or Email:
editor@lowcountry.com
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AUTHORIZED DEALERAUTHORIZED DEALER

Lowcountry
   Equipment

L
  E

SALES AND SERVICE

1617 Bells Highway
Walterboro, SC
843-539-2000

877 South Lake Drive
Lexington, SC
803-399-1338

Golf Cart Sales

web address: lowcountryequipment.net
email: lowcountryequipment@lowcountry.com

Serving You In Two Locations.
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E-Statements • Online Banking
IRA’s • CD’s • Safety Deposit Boxes

Checking, Saving, Instant Debit Cards

Bamberg • Barnwell • Blackville •  Denmark  • Cottageville  • Edisto Island
Ehrhardt • Ridgeville  • Walterboro • Williston

Photo by Vicki Brown 

BIG AND HARDY. Walterboro resident Richard Cawley says his 
inner-city collards can grow up to 2-feet-tall and 4-feet-wide.

Photo by Vicki Brown 

MAMMOTH COLLARDS. Richard Cawley’s largest collard plant 
is more than 2-feet-tall. He grows his collards each year in the 
yard of his home, located in the City of Walterboro.

Photo by Vicki Brown

A FIELD OF GREEN. Richard Cawley’s collards stop traffic near 
his Walterboro house, as passers-by want to get a better look at 
the lush garden.

By By VICKI BROWN
vbrown@lowcountry.com

Richard and Sherry Cawley have caused quite a 
traffic jam on a tiny street near USC Salkehatchie in 
Walterboro. Why is this happening? The Cawley’s veg-
etables are growing.

“The police came by one day and said I needed to 
hire an off-duty officer to direct traffic here,” laughed 
Richard Cawley. “It seems that people drive by, see the 
collards and tomatoes, and slow down to take it all in. 
They don’t pay attention to the car in front of them and 
end up rear-ending the car in front.”

Cawley is used to the stir his vegetables have caused. 
His small plot of land across the street from his home is 
the location of the huge collards and flourishing tomato 
vines. It’s unusual to see the thriving vegetable garden 
sitting in the middle of town.

“A lot of elderly people enjoy driving by and looking at 
the garden,” said Cawley. “They miss the old days, and 
this reminds them of what used to be,” he said.

At 77 years old, it’s growing harder and harder for 
Cawley to keep up a garden. He hires a man to assist 
him every so often, but says that he doesn’t know how 
long he will have the help. “Good help is hard to find, 
and getting harder to find all the time,” said Cawley.

Though his garden plot is larger than the typical home 
garden, it makes staggering planting a lot easier.

“I have a friend who loans me a small tractor that 
makes the rows for me. I only plant a few rows at a 
time, giving other rows a rest. I plant collards almost all 

year round,” he said. 
In early March he has a lush row of collards full 

grown. For almost a month he will cut some. Then in 
late March in his empty “resting” rows, he sets up stakes 
and cordage. 

Meanwhile, he has started tomato plants in a small 
greenhouse. As they sprout up, he takes them out, 
plants them, and stakes them up.

That’s when the traffic jams start.
“We used to set up a vegetable stand on the corner 

of Jefferies Highway and Bells Highway, across from 
Parker’s (Convenience Store) and sell all summer long,” 
said Sherry Cawley. “But it’s just too hot, even with a 
fan.”

It’s during those hot months that drought becomes 
a serious problem for many gardeners, but not for the 
Cawleys. They have an underground well with a spigot. 
Cawley has set up an irrigation system with a clever 
attachment that will let him add fertilizer to the irrigation 
hoses. The plants get fertilized and watered at the same 
time: this is why he says he has collards that are 2-feet-
high and 4-feet-wide. 

“I like growing things,” said Cawley. He doesn’t know 
how much longer he will be able to continue to plant, 
but he has no plans to stop any time soon. “I guess 
people will just have to be more careful when they 
drive by to see the garden. I’m not ready to make any 
changes,” he said.
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AbouT
THE FAMILY
UNDER 

THIS ROOF

WE CARE

Office 843-538-2184
Mobile 843-893-7384

Got Ya Covered

We are the roofing experts and we’ve...

WWW.PALMETTOEXTERMINATORS.NET
WWW.PALMETTOMOSQUITOCONTROL.COM
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HEATING & AIR

843-562-7259

Call us today for general
maintenance, repair

or new system!

843-835-5000
10730 Cottageville Hwy
Cottageville, SC 29435

DON’T LET
TERMITES
TAKE A BITE!

L. Phil O’Quinn, Jr. - President
310 Pine Ridge Rd. , Walterboro, SC 29488

Office: 843-549-7037 | 1-800-414-4836 | fax: 843-549-6277

We provide safe and effective termite 
control for your home or business. 

www.lowcountrypest.com/home

OF WALTERBORO, INC.

Coastal tree serviCe
Complete Removal

Hazard Removal

Stump Removal

Trimming

Clear Undergrowth

Lee Bowen
803-942-0177

No job too big
or too small, just 

give us a call!

Insured

By Marion Barnes
Senior County Extension Agent 
Clemson University

The Purple Martin may be America’s most wanted birds, homeowners 
and birding enthusiast spend a lot of time and resources to attract this 
beautiful song bird, which is also the largest member of the swallow 
family. Purple martins have been under human management longer 
than any other species in North America. Prior to Europeans arriving in 
the New World, Native Americans were enticing these desirable birds 
to nest in their villages by hanging hollowed-out gourds for them to 
nest in.

Purple martins are secondary cavity nesters, using hollow trees and 
cavities made by woodpeckers. They are just one of the many species 
which have been negatively impacted due to the shortages of natural 
nesting sites and competition for nesting sites from introduced exotic 
species like the English house sparrow and starlings. Many home-
owners have tried to reverse this trend by erecting wooden, plastic or 
aluminum multi-compartment bird condos or gourds for these birds. 
Finally, conservationists are seeing an increase in the numbers of Purple 
Martins in the U.S.

Purple Martins are neo-tropic in nature, meaning they migrate south 
each year. They nest here in the North American hemisphere and after 
nesting is complete, migrate to South America (Brazil, Argentina and 
surrounding areas) where they molt and grow a new set of feathers. 
Martins generally begin showing up in the southern portion of our state 
in mid to late February. Many folks don’t consider it spring until the 
martins have arrived.

The older martins tend to return to their old nesting areas while young 
birds seek new ones. This usually means that once a house is used, it 
is likely it will continue to be used and new houses will eventually be 
occupied as first-year martins seek nesting places. Males generally 
arrive earlier and select the nest site. Contrary to the old country legend, 
early arriving “scouts” are not checking to see if the environment is 

safe for returning birds, but are actually the older, experienced martins 
arriving to begin nesting. Younger birds will soon follow.

Martins are monogamous for the breeding season. They construct 
their nest from twigs, weeds, dead leaves, coarse grasses and other 
similar material. The female lays three to eight white eggs and incu-
bates then for fifteen to eighteen days. Both parents feed and care for 
the young. Young martins will stay in the nest for three to four weeks 
before they leave and often return to the area for a few days before 
their final departure.

According to experts, martins will feed and drink only while in flight. 
These birds have a very diverse diet. They will consume grasshoppers, 
dragonflies, stink bugs, midges, Japanese beetles, moths, butterflies, 
wasps, flying ants and more. Martins are not heavy consumers of 
mosquitoes as legend has it. In a study conducted by the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association headquartered in Pennsylvania, researchers 
failed to find a single mosquito in their diet over the seven-year study 
period.

Martins will nest in a variety of houses. In the past it was common 
to see bottle gourds hanging from a tall pole with crossarms or old 
wagon wheel, but plastic gourds, wooden or aluminum apartment 
style commercially made housing are more common today. You can 
purchase martin houses or build your own from construction plans 
found on many websites. Some folks may even want to try growing 
their own bottle gourds.

Location, location, location…this old adage in the real-estate busi-
ness also holds true in attracting and keeping martins. In general, 
martins prefer relatively open spaces. If possible, locate your martin 
house at least forty feet from trees and thirty feet from houses and other 
buildings. Keep in mind that these birds like to nest in groups, which 
is the reason that a cluster of gourds or apartment systems work well. 

Purple martins like to socialize, so having a power line in the area will 
give them a place to gather. Putting houses near open water has also 
been found to be beneficial. 

Martin houses should be placed on poles fifteen to thirty feet tall 

according to some experts. One of the most important aspects of any 
martin house is having the ability to raise and lower the house to clean 
and inspect the compartments. And last but not least, place the house 
where you can enjoy viewing the martins. For more information on 
attracting backyard wildlife contact your local Clemson Extension office.


