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Gity of Orr: Not enough fiher?

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ORR— When Julian
Brzoznowski and his wife JoAnn
moved from their farm north of
Ash Lake to the Bayview
Apartments in Orr, he called
CenturyLink to sign up for
Internetaccess.Itdidn’t go well.

“They told meIcouldn’t get
it,” he said. “They said they

CenturyLink reaches telecomunications capacity in town of 250

didn’thave enough fiber to serve
all the people in Orr.”

It turns out the Brzoznowskis
weren’t the only ones who have
been told that this town of 250
had used upits existing telecom-
munications capacity.

“We’re considered an
unserved area here,” said Orr City

Clerk Cheri Carter. “When new
people come into town, they’re
told they can’t get Internet.”

It isn’t just residential cus-
tomers who are turned away,
either. Local businesses, and
even the town library, can’t sign
up for an online connection, at
least until CenturyLink invests

in upgrading its service in town,
oruntil someone else in town opts
to disconnect.

“It’s been this way since the
beginning of the year,” said
Carter, and it’s become an ever
larger frustration to local resi-
dents as well as would-be resi-
dents, some of whom have balked

atmoving to the quiet northwoods
community because of the lack
of Internet service. “I had some-
body call me from Florida who
was looking to buy property.
They wanted to retire on Pelican
Lake, but it’s gotten to be that

See...ORR pg. 8
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Veterans Day events held across the region

Above: Steve Good Sky-Hertig
gets a hug from Hayden Klassy at
the Tower-Soudan Veterans Day
program.

Top left: North Woods Elementary
School students passed out
thank-you cards to area veterans.
Bottom left: Ely Elementary
School students recite the Pledge
of Allegiance during the K-12
program last Friday.

Below: A handmade thank-you
note from a T-S student.

Timberjay staff photos

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - The city of Ely
received a purchase agreement
and business plan last week from
potential buyers of the former Ely
Community Center property.

“The broker we hired has had
some interest and contact, and
one actually came back again,”
Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold

CITY SERVICES

Water, sewer
rates likely to
rise next year

Tower-Breitung
Wastewater Board
looks to rebuild
depleted reserves

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

TOWER — Water and sewer rates
are likely to rise here beginning in
2018, but the city council has yet to
agree by how much.

The rate hikes are being planned
as the Tower-Breitung Wastewater
Board seeks to rebuild its depleted
reserves after a series of costly repairs
for broken sewer lines and efforts to
address drinking water quality con-
cerns. The issue topped the council
agenda on Monday, with Councilor
Brad Matich absent.

Wastewater manager Matt Tuchel
has asked for an extra $30,000 in
revenue in the coming year, which
would be split between Tower and
Breitung. Tower City Clerk-Treasurer
Linda Keith told the council that a
quarterly increase of $15.25 would
cover the city’s share of that amount,
but that assumes that all property
owners, even seasonal users, would
be assessed the additional fee year-
round. Councilor Lance Dougherty
objected to that idea, but he didn’t
find much support from the council
for exempting seasonal users from

See...TOWER pg. 9

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Potential huyer steps forward for Ely Community Genter

Langowski told the Economic
Development Authority Tuesday
night. “This is a serious request
and theyhave some serious inter-
est in the building.”
Princeton Commercial
Holdings LLC, of Wilmington,
Del.,wasestablished in 2006.The
firm specializes in acquiring,
across the nation, properties with
problems that pose challenges,
and addressing and resolving the

The Ely Community Center
has been vacant for nearly
three years. file photo

issues by using the expertise of
their management team to address
and resolve the issues.
According to their website,
www.princetoncomh.com., the
Princeton Commercial Holdings
Group currently owns over 100

See... ELY pg. 9
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New childcare center raising

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — The non-profit
Tower-Soudan Community
Development Corporation is in
the midst of a fundraising effort
to establish a scholarship fund
to help families pay a portion of
the cost of tuition at the Little
Eagles Childcare Center.
Childcare affordability is a major
issue for working families, par-
ticularly for those seeking to
provide their children with high
quality care.

The Little Eagles Childcare
Center, which recently opened
in the Tower Elementary, is a
state-licensed childcare center
with highly-trained staff and a
curriculum focused on learning
through creative play. The center
provides meals from the school
and offers a safe and wholesome
environment for children.

The scholarship fundraising
effort includes an online dona-
tions page at gofundme.com
(search for Little Eagles
Childcare) and the center is
encouraging those who can afford
to make a donation to do so. So
far, the effort has raised over
$700 towards a goal of $4,000.
For those who don’t wish to
donate online, checks can be
dropped at the Timberjay office
in Tower. Checks should be
made out to the Tower-Soudan
Community Development
Corporation, which is a 501c3
nonprofit.

“It’s that time of year when
many of us contribute to worthy
causes and this is a good one that
helps keep your donations in the
community, serving families that
we know,” said Troy Swanson,
Little Eagles board chair.

The scholarship fund will
provide a temporary bridge for

HELPING FAMILIES

families in the area. The Little
Eagles Center will qualify for
other scholarship funding, but
only after being open for six
months. So the funds raised for
the scholarship will provide finan-
cial help on a sliding scale for
area families until other schol-
arship funds become available.
“As we’ve learned, starting
achildcare center is challenging
from the licensing perspective,
but the financial challenges are
even more daunting, especially
in small communities,” said
Swanson. “New enrollments
often start slowly as parents
struggle with the cost of paying
for licensed care so they can
work or attend school, and that’s
where a scholarship comes in,”
said Swanson. “It helps families
andithelps ensure that the center
remains financially viable.”
The centeris accepting chil-
dren ages 31 months of age

SGhlﬂI‘ShiD funds

Children at the Little Eagles Childcare Center had some
playtime in the elementary gym on Wednesday.
photo by A. Richter

through the start of Kindergarten
and has full and part-time open-
ings as well as drop-in care.
Parents are urged to register in
advance even if they’re only
interested in occasional drop-in
services. For more information,

you can check out the center’s
website at www littleeagleschild-
care.com or visit them on
Facebook. You can contact Center
Director Amy Richter at 218-
410-7077.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Timing for Cook siding plant still unclear

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

COOK — The timing
of a new siding plant near
Cook is less certain based
oncomments by Louisiana-
Pacific CEO Brad Southern
during a presentation to
investors earlier this month.
Last year, Louisiana-
Pacific purchased the
former site of the
Ainsworth oriented strand-
board plant for a planned

expansion of the
company’s siding produc-
tion.

The company’s
Smartside engineered
siding product has proven
successful in the market-
place and continues to
demonstrate double-digit
growth in new sales and
revenues despite the fact
that new home starts have
run somewhat below pro-
jections so far in 2017.

Louisiana-Pacific

acquired the former
Ainsworth facility from
Toronto-based Norbord,
Inc. in 2016 in a deal that
included a second plant in
Vald’Or,Quebec,Canada,
L-P officials indicated at
the time that they plan to
eventually redesign both
facilities to accommodate
new siding production, but
the company has offered
mixed signals about which
facility might be opened
first.
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During a presentation
toinvestors this past spring,
company officials indicated
they were putting their
emphasis on the plant in
Cook. But at their latest
investors presentation, held
Nov.6,CEO Southern said
the timing will depend on
which sub-sector within
the siding division shows
the most growth over the
next few quarters.

Southern noted that
the Val d’Or plant already
hasa 16-foot pressin place,
which the company sees
as ideal for the production
of trim and lap components
for the Smartside sector.
“As we look at the oppor-
tunities, if we continue to
grow our lap and trim busi-
ness more aggressively
than siding, we would lean
toward a Val d’Or conver-

sion first,” said Southern.
Currently, he said, L-P is
looking at the Cook facility
for additional siding pro-
duction, rather than for lap
and trim. “If the growth in
demand is more even, that
would likely put us back
at Cook first. The key deci-
sion for us is to continue
to watch the relative mix
as we have this growth,
and that will push us to
either a Val d’Or start-up
or a Cook startup first.”

In comments earlier
this year, Southern had
indicated the company was
leaning towards a produc-
tion start-up in Cook first,
with the Quebec plant to
follow.

The projected start-up
for both plants was pushed
back by the company’s
decision earlier this year
toconvertits existing OSB

plant in Dawson Creek,
British Columbiato siding
production. The company
began that work in the third
quarter on that $130 million
retooling project and
expects to have the plant
producing siding in late
2018.

That’s likely to push
back a start-up of either
the Val d’Or or Cook plant
until at least 2020, with
the second plant conversion
potentially after that.

The prospects of a
future expansion in Cook
continue to hinge on growth
in L-P’s Smartside division,
and for now that prospect
remains hopeful. In fact,
according to Southern, the
company’s third-quarter
sales and revenue from the
sector hit a new record, up
12 percentfrom a year ago.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

WINTON — Mayor Kathy
Brandau admitted to the
Community Economic
Development Joint Powers Board
last week that soon there may no
one left to run the city govern-
ment.

Kathy Brandau said the city
“doesn’t have any money” left
since investigating an expensive,
months-long loss of city water.
She said a water leak was just
recently located, on the property
of the former Donahue’s bait
shop.

“His grandson has the place
now and there was a water line
break between the trailer and the
house,” she said. “We noticed it
afteritfroze and the water started
coming up,” she said.

The water plant operations
director Terry Jackson noticed it

SMALL TOWN STRUGGLES

Mayor asks: What future for Winton?

Finances, imminent loss of local leadership creating concerns for city of 171 residents

the other day, according to
Brandau and the city is giving
the property owner the opportu-
nity to get it fixed. “He is sup-
posed to fix it next week,” she
said. ““We lost half again as much
water we use normally (in an
entire year),” she said.

Later in the meeting, she
speculated that Jackson could
retire when his contract is up at
theend of 2017.“We’re working
on getting a worker for the waste-
water treatment plant rightnow,”
Brandau said. “We are waiting
on a letter from Terry. He’s
getting there. He doesn’t want to
do this any more.”

Brandau also noted that
Winton City Clerk Anne
Jackson’s term is up next year.
“That will be huge,” she said.

Shelooked over at the Town
of Morse representatives attend-
ing the meeting, as if to question
whether the township would take

over the operations of the city of
Winton.

“No, no,” said Supervisor
Bob Berrini. “We checked on
that. We don’thave to. You would
go with St. Louis County,” he
said, which would require that
the city transfer to an unorganized
form of government.

“You have to have people to
run the city,” Brandau said. “(City
Council member) Lee Tessier
will be done. He doesn’t want to
do it anymore.”

Ely Mayor Chuck Novak
noted that the clerk’s position is
very important forevery city. “If
you don’t have a decent clerk,
you’re screwed. There is a lot of
paper work. You have the same
amount of paper work whether
you’re a big city or a small one.”

Brandau also speculated on
combining the clerk and treasurer
duties into a hired position,
similar to what is done in Ely.

CITY OF ORR

“There is a process, but we can
do that,” she said. “We would
have to do that before the elected
position comes up for re-election.
I don’t know what is going to
happen. Just losing Terry
(Jackson) is huge.”

Legislative forum

The Joint Powers Board will
hold their annual legislative
forum on Monday, Dec. 4 at the
Grand Ely Lodge. Alunch buffet
will begin at 11:30 a.m. and the
forum will begin at noon. The
public is invited

State legislators were invited
and commitments have been
received from U.S. Rep. Rick
Nolan, Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
State Sen. Tom Bakk, State Rep.
Rob Ecklund, St. Louis County
Commissioner Tom Rukavina,
and Range Association of
Municipalities and Schools

Executive Director Steve Georgi.
Sen. Al Franken’s office has not
responded, according to Joint
Powers Secretary Tom Coombe.

The Joint Powers Board dis-
cussed sending invitations to
other governmental,,educational
and industry leaders.

Berrini suggested contacting
representatives from the PolyMet
and Twin Metals copper nickel
mining projects. A suggestion
to invite Gov. Mark Dayton was
met with chuckles and skepti-
cism.

“We don’t want Rebecca
Otto here,” Berrini said. No can-
didates will be invited,according
to Coombe. Berrini added, “All
politicians are welcome to come.”

Joint Powers Board
members discussed the agenda
for the forum. Bonding bills for

See JOINT POWERS...pg. 5

Orr to seek county help on planned ATV trail

The club is working

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer
ORR —The city

council here will ask St.
Louis County to become
the fiscal agent for a local
ATV club’s trail grant
request. The Voyageur Trail
ATV Club is planning to
construct a new trail that
would connect the Crane
Lake and Elephant Lake
areas, which would include
abridge over the Vermilion
River.

Winter,

NORT

Designed, Cut and Sewn
on the main street of

207% Off Wintergreen-Made Items

to apply for state bonding
dollars in 2018, and city of
Orr had earlier agreed to
serve as fiscal agent for
the estimated $2 million
project. But state officials
have since informed Orr
officials that the city
doesn’t qualify for the
funds unless it takes actual
ownership of the trail,
which is something the
council is unwilling to do.

So the council
approved a motion on

HERN

Ely, MN

Thanksgiving Sale
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Nov 24-26, 9-6 pm

Monday to ask St. Louis
County to serve as fiscal
agent for the trail grant
application and construc-
tion. The city could later
serve as fiscal agent for
grant-in-aid funds for trail
maintenance.

Gary Cerkvenik and
Ron Potter, who were rep-
resenting the ATV club,
agreed thatasking St.Louis
County to become the fiscal
agent was the best approach
under the circumstances.
They said they had already

'CCI
WEAR

www.WintergreenNorthernWear.com

205 E Sheridan St., Ely, MN 55731
844-ELY-MADE (359-6233)

discussed the issue with
Commissioner Tom
Rukavina, who would
discuss the issue with other
commissioners and seek
to add the proposal to the
county board agenda for
their Nov. 28 meeting.

In other business, the
council approved a letter
of support for a service
area continuation grant
application by Scenic
Rivers Health Services.
Scenic Rivers is seeking
funds from the Department

of Health and the Human
Health Resources and
Service Administration to
help maintain its medical
and dental clinics for Cook,
Bigfork, Big Falls,
Northome, Floodwood,
and Tower.

The council also heard
from Ambulance Finance
Director Jim Gray about
proposed expenditures for
four wrap-around Binder
Lifts for $2,926. He also
submitted quotes for four
high visibility parkas from

Municipal Emergency
Services for $1,040. The
parkas would be for EMRs
who complete training and
have one year of service.
Gray told the council that
there is money in the capital
budget for the items.

The council consid-
ered the League of
Minnesota Cities liability
coverage/waiver form,and
voted not to waive the statu-
tory tort limits. An

See COUNCIL...pg. 5
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... OPINION

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Editorial

Oh, the poor beleaguered
American corporation. To
hear GOP leaders, and even
a few Democrats, tell the
tale, companies in the U.S.
are severely overtaxed and
it’s limiting America’s com-
petitiveness. And that’s why
the GOP-controlled Congress
wants to slash the corporate
income tax from the current
35 percent,to just 20 percent.

Atfirst glance, it almost
sounds reasonable.
Corporations in most
advanced western countries
do pay a lower statutory tax
rate— averaging about 22-
24 percent— thaninthe U.S.
Butonce you account for the
differences in the number of
special breaks and loopholes
that so riddle the U.S. tax
code, the effective corporate
tax rate drops sharply, to just
over 18 percent according to
most analyses, which puts
the U.S. well down the list
in terms of actual taxes paid
by corporations.

This would hardly sur-
prise anyone who has tracked
who pays what in America
today. Back in the socialist
paradise of the Eisenhower
administration, U.S. corpo-
rations paid a third of all
taxes to the federal govern-
ment. Today,it’s nine percent
and if the GOP has its way,
it will likely drop to less than
five.

The proposed corporate
tax cut is the biggest cost
item in the GOP’s plan, and
it will, by itself, wipe out
almost $1.5 trillion in federal
revenue over the nextdecade.
If the cut in corporate tax
rates were paired with a plan
to eliminate the legions of
special interest tax breaks
that companies regularly
deploy to trim their tax bills,
that would be one thing. But
that isn’t in the Republican
plan. This is simply a huge
tax cut for corporations at a
time of record profits.

The GOP recognizes
how this is going to look to
the public, so they are using
make-believe in order to con-
vince voters that this isn’t
what it looks like— ie., a
huge payoff to their well-
heeled donor class. They are
suggesting that once their
tax bills are lowered, these
U.S. corporations will use
their extra profits to boost
workers’ pay and create new
jobs.

Corporate give-away

GOP tax plan represents the
worst in American governance

That’s absurd. We don’t
have to guess where extra
corporate profits will end up.
We can simply use history as
a guide. Since 1978, the
average inflation-adjusted
wage in the U.S. has grown
by an anemic 10.9 percent,
while the pay of corporate
executives has increased by
a whopping 997 percent
according to the nonpartisan
Economic Policy Institute.
Large U.S. corporations have
consolidated their power and
most are making money hand
over fist. And that money is
going straight to the top, to
executives and major share-
holders, further exacerbating
the already unprecedented
level of income inequality in
the U.S.

Far from helping average
Americans, the GOPtax plan
helps pay for its massive cor-
porate give-away by closing
loopholes and tax deductions
for middle-class families.
Depending on which version
of the bill, if any, winds up
on President Trump’s desk,
the GOP would cut home
mortgage interest deductions,
state and local tax deductions,
tax credits for medical
expenses, family adoption,
even a tax deduction for
teachers who use their own
money to buy their students
school supplies. In other
words, they’re more than
happy to nickel-and-dime
the middle class to pay for
massive tax cuts for the very
rich. Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders was right to call it
“Robin Hood in reverse.”

Republicans can’t even
argue the point. Some, such
as Sen. Lindsey Graham,
have readily acknowledged
what’s really going on here —
their plutocratic donors have
paid for their campaigns and
they expect to be well com-
pensated for their contribu-
tions, or the campaign funds
will dry up. Republican
leaders have suggested as
much in hopes of scaring
their members into support-
ing a tax plan that is very
likely the most inequitable
ever devised in American
history.

The GOP should be
ashamed at the dishonesty,
inequity,and outright venality
represented by their plan.
This is American governance
at its very worst.

Letters from Readers

Moral development
is in decline

“Therevolution starts now,
when you rise above your fear
and tear the walls around you
down,” sang Steve Earle.

In 2000, global corpora-
tions made up 51 of the world’s
largest 100 economic entities,
owning over 50 percent of the
global wealth. Currently, they
number 69 of 100; only 31 are
nation-states. Public wealth
gives people some say, but in
private hands they have no
voice. Stand up and speak out!

“Where you work and
where you play, where you lay
your money down, what youdo
and what you say,” Earle sang.

An iron triangle of power,
formed by the defense industry,
Pentagon,and Congress gobbles
up over $600 billion per year,
that’s more than the next eight
big spender nations combined.
No audit allowed. Secret oper-
ations and 16 spy agencies add
another $50 billion or more in
a hidden black budget. Dare to
question, where does your
money go?

“In your own backyard, in
your own hometown, so what
you doin’ standin’ around?”
Earle asked. The U. S. Empire
operates over 800 military bases
inmore than 80 countries world-
wide. The U.S.leads the world
as an arms dealer supporting
unsavory and brutal dictators
that carry out dirty wars against
their own populations to secure
corporate investment. Just
whose interests are we protect-
ing? We have a right to know!

“Justfollow your heart, the
revolution starts now.”
The wealthiest one percent in
the U.S. control over43 percent
of the nation’s total wealth. On
planet Earth, eight men have
more wealth than the world’s
poorest 3.5 billion people com-
bined, according to Oxfam

International. If the measure of
conscience is found where we
place our treasure, in 200,000
years of human history our
moral developmentisindecline.
Harold Honkola
Tower

It takes special
people to work

with the disabled

One Saturday in late
September we were off to town
early for grandson Kaleb’s
bowling in Virginia at the
Bowling Gardens. Ourlongtime
best friends Blue and Willie
came with us. After Kaleb and
his group were done, Willie’s
group started their bowling
games. All of their participants
are “special needs” young adults.
This was the second time that
I have been in the presence of
so many people who cannot
drive or read; some still live
with their parents, and others
are in group homes. I had been
fortunate to know many devel-
opmentally-disabled people
when I was growing up, and
became friends with an adult
who lived at the same nursing
home as my mother.

Willie started a brand new
job on Tuesday. He has worked
at Spring Creek Outfitters in
Mt. Iron for over 20 years, but
unfortunately the company was
sold. The Newbergs were a
second family to Willie, and he
will miss them terribly. He also
worked at ODC in Buhl for
over 17 years, but because of
state funding cuts,he was down
to only two days a week, and
had to pay for his own trans-
portation to and from his job.
Now he will be employed at
EastRange Day Activity Center
in Eveleth, which is five days
aweek, plus they provide trans-
portation. He was very excited
to start his new adventure.

Willie needs to work and
his self-esteem has grown from
being with others.

Inearly October I attended
a meeting at the DAC, or the
Development Achievement
Center, in Chisholm. Also
known as the Range Center
Inc.,this center provides oppor-
tunity for so many in our com-
munity. The center’s mission is
to insure education, promote
employment opportunities,and
provide residential services to
encourage people with devel-
opmental difficulties to become
active, participating members
of the community. More than a
place to work, the DAC operates
13 residential homes where the
lawn mowing and the snow
shoveling is done by DAC
workers who are able, something
called supported employment.

County, state and federal
funding support the center. DAC
employee Raini Knaeble
explained to me that her major
goal is building awareness
among employers to supply
jobs where sometimes a special
minimum wage can be worked
out when finding a job the dis-
abled can do.

The center supports many
activities. In the basement they
have a candle-making and dec-
orating facility. It smelled real
swell and everyone was
acknowledging Raini. Other
rooms were specifically
equipped to supply day services
for the severely disabled. Raini
provided me with a view that
everyone in our government
should see. It takes special
people to be with the disabled
every day, to be teachers and
social workers working for a
bright future for their clients.

Skip Dickinson

Britt

S0 why not take a crack at innkeeping?

Boy has time flown!
The snow is on the ground
and it’s nearly Thanksgiving
already. Bill and I haven’t
had much “down time” since
we moved into our house
this past July. I think all of
us agree,as we age, the details
of our lives seem to multiply
and the minutes in a day
dwindle. Always so much to
do!
One of the reasons we
decided to move from Ely to

SCARLET LYNN

STONE

Soudan was because we had

accepted an arrangement with the owners
of Soudan’s Vermilion Park Inn. We were

to be the Winter Caretakers!
There are four co-owners
of the Inn, all kind and col-
orful characters, the major-
ity over sixty-five years-old,
and two have roots on the
Iron Range. I met the
primary owner, Mary
Batinich, a couple of years
ago when she would whirl
into the Timberjay news-
paper office to have my
boss Jodi assist her with an
invitation or something she
needed for one of her many
enterprises. I remember thinking, “Wow,
that lady moves...and she gets lots of stuff

wake.

done!” Mary is that way.... she swirls and
whirls with abundant energy and many
of us are trying to keep upright in her

Last spring on a random Tuesday
after work, I stopped by the Inn to drop
off some rate cards we had printed. Mary
had previously invited Bill and me, the
newlyweds, to be her guests and stay in
the honeymoon suite, so I was planning
to thank her and book the room. Mary
greeted me, offered me a beverage and
said, “Dear, let’s go visit.” I followed her
down a wide carpeted hall to the room
we’d booked and we sat on the pair of
white wicker sofas in one corner. I was
busy admiring the ornate black and gold

fabric on the cushions, a tassled lamp
nearby,and other furnishings and artwork
in the room. In a lively discussion about

our eventful pasts and mutual friendships,

I also learned that Mary and the other
owners, Mary Genalo, Tom Burns and
Jane Turner, were in need of winter care-
takers for the upcoming season. After
what turned into the most casual and fun
interview I’ll ever have, (in which Mary
had me sing a show tune for another of
her passions, the Vermilion Cultural
Center’s Annual Midsummer Festival),
we were adopted into the group!

See INNKEEPING...pg. 5
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Bravo to cast and
crew of Footloose

The Ely High School Fall
Musical, under the leadership of
the talented Mr. Jim Lah and his
fine staff members— with partic-
ipation of the great number of
young students—proves, on a
local level, that humans can do
something right! During these
often very discouraging times in
the larger world, it was greatly
uplifting to attend the show and
enjoy the ensemble in their skilled
effort presenting this difficult
musical production.

I applaud all who were part
of this entertaining musical for
their cooperative endeavor, which
brought forth, underneath toe
tapping musical dance numbers,
(may I say, as we haven’t seen
on the Washington stage perhaps
ever), the serious topic of indi-
vidual freedom — acting without
repression; in this case, students
wanting to hold a school dance.

I think we definitely could
use more examples of positive
social interaction, reminders of
the great potential of humankind!

Bravo cast and crew!

Cecilia Rolando

Ely

Letters from Readers

Apology accepted,
now show us
that it’s sincere

“We Support Mining AND
Clean Water!” Well, who doesn’t?
Who wouldn’t support the
concept of well-paying union
jobs combined with effective
land stewardship? Not me, and
not you.

If only it weren’t for that
troubling phenomenon called
“actuarials.” Actuarials are a sta-
tistical tool used by insurance
companies and lenders to assess
potential risk. It tells them the
odds of incurring loss based on
historical records. For example,
actuarials are used to create a
statistically accurate forecast of
how likely it is that a teenager
will getin a wreck,usually based
on their age, driving record,
grades,even their extra-curricular
activities. The tool relies on the
performance of all of the other
teenage drivers who have gone
before and it is a wonderful tool
for assigning risk.

Now. Would you like to see
some “actuarials” for the per-
formance of open-pit metals
mining? The following link is a
history of performance for one
of the most heavily-mined states

in the U.S. — Wyoming:
WWWwW.wise-uranium.org
/udusawy.html

I worked in two of these
mines, both of which are a micro-
cosm of what we are likely to
see here in Minnesota. Targeted
ore bodies are different, of course.
But apart from Wyoming’s
special worries with radioactivity,
many of the poisonous metal
contaminants associated with
rock exposure and leaching are
the same. And the actuarials
create a grim forecast:

Mining interests will apply
foramining permit. This triggers
an “environmental impact” study,
an assessment of the potential
impact the mine may have on the
environment and its people.

In its conclusions and rec-
ommendations section, the study
will usually suggest an array of
engineering controls and moni-
toring devices as safeguards for
any proposed digging. It will
also suggest “maximum con-
taminant levels” or MCLs, the
highestacceptable concentrations
for poisonous metals and other
contaminants. The study warns
that these MCLs cannot, must
not be exceeded at any time; not
before, during or after operation
of the pit.

The study will also recom-
mend reasonable reclamation
goals. That is, the extent that the

open pits must be refilled, con-
toured and seeded with vegetation
in order to minimize any visual
or aesthetic impact to the envi-
ronment.

The mining interests agree
to Items 2 and 3 above. Readily.
Completely. (After all, as we’ll
see in a bit. . . it doesn’t matter.)

The permits are approved
and the mining begins.
Monitoring wells are placed
around the perimeter of open
pits, holding pits and tailings
piles in accordance with permit
approval.

Ten years or so of metals
extraction begin. In accordance
with the mining permit, smaller
pits are filled in, contoured and
seeded. But for some reason,
reclamation of the larger pits is
“delayed.”

Eventually and as it must,
the ore plays out. Miners are
fired. Maintenance shops and
processing plants are shutdown.

At about the same time, a
series of complicated sales and
property transfers effectively
conceal the identities of original
CEOs and stockholders.
Legislators retire comfortably.

Monitoring wells, often
taken over by the state out of
necessity, begin to show an
increase in contaminants.
Holding ponds fail. That’s called
an “emergency release.”

Millions of gallons of contami-
nated water are released into the
environment.

The new owners of the mine
regret this, of course, but offer a
solution. What is it? Well, we’ll
just REVISE the allowed
“maximum contaminant levels”
(MCLS) to ten, fifty, even a
hundred times their original limit.
These are also given a name;
“ALTERNATE maximum con-
taminant levels,” or ACLs.

The ACLs are approved by
the lead regulatory agency.

Eventually, the now-pseudo
mining interests just can’t be
bothered any more, and state
their intent to cease all monitoring
and/or other efforts at regulatory
compliance.

With no money or enforce-
ment, the lead agency ultimately
must assign a new status to the
open pit.It’s called a“No Further
Action” status, or NFA. This
status once meant that remedial
efforts were complete. In the
case of modern open-pit mines,
however, it is best described as
an admission that nothing more
will be done. Suck it.

And where are we now here
in Minnesota? Somewhere
between Steps 2 and 5.

Duane Behrens

Ely

INNKEEPING...Continued from page 4

The Vermilion Park Inn-Bed
and Breakfast-Retreat and
Convention Center (its full title),
is located right next door to the
historic Soudan Store at 30 Center
Street. It has been newly reno-
vated and is a wonderful, cozy
and uniquely-decorated part of
Soudan’s past. To shorten a long
story, it was built in the late
1800s as a hospital and served
the mining community for
decades. Then it became a group
home for developmentally-dis-
abled adults,and has now evolved
into the 12-room bed and break-
fast it is today, moving through
a few previous owners. The
rooms, mainly decorated by Mary
herself, are filled with antique
furniture and beautiful decor and
have names such as Nordic
Room, Italian Room and British
Garden Room, to name a few.
The various names are reflected
in the colors and styles of each
room.

I’d never been an innkeeper
before, neither had Bill, so we
started hanging around the place
during the summer to learn the
ropes. It’s been BIG fun! Mind
you, I have not left my post at
the Timberjay.1 will remain the
“graphics person” I am, well
into the future. But we’ve all
heard that it’s good for the mind

and spirit to take on new chal-
lenges...and add more details to
an already busy life! Busy is
good.

During the summer, Bill was
helping with maintenance and
became the constant gardener,
caring for all the flowers in the
window boxes and garden beds.
I refreshed my memory on bed-
making with hospital corners
and pillowcase-tucking tech-
niques. Mary showed me how to
“mangle,” in other words how
to run an old-fashioned mangle
iron to efficiently press sheets
and pillowcases.I was instructed
that towels, washcloths and hand
towels must go into all rooms
along with little soaps, shampoos,
paper cups and T.P.

I started learning the com-
puter system for booking and
tracking guests and handling
payments. My head was swim-
ming a bit at first but it is getting
easier.

There are plenty of rules to
be followed in the kitchen area
as well,especially with only spe-
cific food items allowed to be
served in our bed and breakfast
set-up. While the Inn has cooking
facilities if guests choose to fry
anegg or something,in the morn-
ings we set out a very nice
Continental breakfast.

There has been a great cast
of new characters to acquaint
ourselves with at the Inn such as
Margaret and Shirley, house-
keepers who come regularly or
when needed. There is Pete the
maintenance man whom I liked
from the moment we had an
exchange on the grand staircase
to the second floor. I remarked,
“This staircase reminds me of
Gone With The Wind!” He
stopped, turned, and replied,
“Frankly my dear, I don’t give a
damn!” With my name being
Scarlet, his response humored
me to the core and the friendship
was sealed.

We met Pastor Doug, of
Tower’s St. James Presbyterian
Church, who has office space at
the Inn, serving as administrator
for another one of Mary’s pas-
sions, the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center. We cannot forget
lovely Linda, who lives between
the cities and Lake Vermilion
and is the queen of helpful, at
the top of the list of those bringing
a bright spot to any day. Let’s
not forget Cousin Steve either,a
rather dashing silver-haired man
who isn’t really Mary’s cousin
at all, but a close friend of the
Inn who travels from Grand
Rapids periodically to visit. Then
there is a nice couple renting a

small apartment; they provide a
constant presence and assist with
keeping it all running smoothly.

Our official take-over was
mid-October when one set of
owners and summer caretakers,
Tom and Toni, headed south to
Arizona for the winter. With a
lighter flow of guests in the fall
season, there was going to be
time to ease into the new role.
That’s what I thought ...but the
first weekend, we had nineteen
people come and stay at the Inn.
I made a flow chart for myself
on paper,chewed my fingernails,
drank too much coffee and
stressed out! With help from
other staff and owner Mary, who
was just twenty minutes away at
herlake home, we sailed through
it and all of the guests had a
delightful time. The Innis located
on the Mesabi Trail and we have
had summer guests who are strict-
ly interested in hiking and biking.
Guests also tour the nearby
Soudan Underground Mine and
like to drive to Ely and visit the
Wolf and Bear centers, plus do
some dining and shopping as
well.

It is a goal of mine to find
out more about the history of the
Inn itself during all of its past
lives. Friends from here and
there, and locals, have shared

stories of their relatives being
born in the second floor delivery
room. My friend Mona
Meittunen, from Side Lake,
recalls her uncle being born at
the hospital. In fact he was the
first Caesarean birth ever per-
formed there and the doctor on
duty had to call the Duluth hos-
pital for instructions on how to
proceed. It was a success, as he
(Mona’s uncle) lived to tell the
story!

After the upcoming holidays
there will be more time to delve
into the rich history of the Inn’s
past. Now we are anticipating
getting the place decked out for
Christmas and hosting some
festive events in the newly-dec-
orated meeting room downstairs.
There will be a poetry reading
in mid-December and between
Christmas and New Year’s we
will host a lovely meal with
entertainment. If you can find
time to squeeze in a visit to the
Inn this holiday season, please
give me a call. I'll be dashing
through the snow in either Tower
or Soudan, tending to the details
of Scarlet’s bustling life!

Vermilion Park Inn invites
you to LIKE their Facebook page
and visit the website at www.ver-
milionparkinn.com.

JOINT POWERS...Continued from page 3

the city of Ely’s various
projects, including 17th
Street improvements, a
second business park and
the recreational trailhead
project,have to be included,

COUNCIIL...cContinued from page 3

individual would not be
able to recover more than
$500,000 on any applicable
claim.

In other business, the
council:

» Approved 2018
Liquor, Wine and Club
Licenses for Oveson’s
Pelican Lake Resort & Inn,
and the Orr American
Legion.

» Approved a Grant-
in-Aid trail permit with the
DNR for the Voyageur
Snowmobile Trail System,
allowing the VTSI trail
system to cross state land.

» Approved the Orr
Ambulance’s use of the
conference room at Old
City Hall for meetings and
trainings.

» Approved aresolu-
tion for the city to make
final application for a

Novak said.

“I think we need to
talk about what kind of
legislation they intend on
submitting for sulfate rules
and wild rice standards,”

Community Development
Block Grant. The city has
previously submitted a pre-
application for King Rd.
and Pine Dr. infrastructure
projects for CDBG funding
that has been accepted.
Thisnextapplicationis for
final consideration.
Relatedly, the council had
previously approved a
quote from Parkk Paving
for pavement repairs on
King Road and by the Post
Office. The unbudgeted
repairs totaled $5,130. The
city has received the first
half of state funding
through the Small Cities
Assistance program for
$3,046. The council
approved use of those funds
for payment to Parrk
Paving,Inc. for the repairs.

» Approved arequest
from a resident for a one-

he said.

The school trust land
exchange issue is on Fall
Lake Township Supervisor
Mary Tome’s list. “We also
need to talk to them about

(Gov.) Dayton pulling the
(mineral) leases.”
“I’'m going to invite
(Dayton),” Novak said.
“Not Dayton, Tome
shot back “I don’t care if I

ever talk to him again. Our
guys could have pushed a
little harder.”

Brandau wondered if
past Joint Powers legisla-
tive forums ever accom-

plished anything.

Ely City Council
member Albert Forsman
responded, “They help to
build trust.”

time utility adjustment on
their water bill. The high
usage was due to a faulty
water heater. The resident
has had the water heater
replaced.

City reports

» Chet Nieman of the
Liquor Store reported that
sales are up, noting that
Sunday sales have been
better than Monday sales.
He also reported that the
new security system is
working. The old security
cameras have been repur-
posed for security at the
airport.

» Water and Sewer
Head Paul Koch reported
the hydrant on King Rd is
not fixable and will need
to be dealt with. He is
looking for parts for the
1958 model hydrant.

» Rocky Hoffman

reported for the airport,
telling the council the fuel
tank on the dump truck is
leaking. He told the council
of a temporary fix and that
heislooking at replacement
orrepair. Hoffman reported
replacement of the printer
on the fuel pump.

» Finance Director
Jim Gray reported the
Ambulance has had 135
runs this year and posted
$250,000 in billing, with
estimated collections
running just above 50
percent. He also reported
the department has come
in under budget in many
categories. Hits to the
budgetinclude workman’s
comp and telephone
expenses. He anticipated
budgeting $75,000 for
wages in next year’s
budget. Gray also noted a

$2,500 reimbursement
from St. Louis County.
Overall,hereported, “The
budget looks to be in good
shape.”

» Fire Department
Head Dallas Johnson
reported that the depart-
ment boat was out, and
winterized. He broughtup
the issue of lack of quickly-
accessible spaces to dock
the boat during the summer.
The council discussed
options,and is looking into
places. Johnson reported
the cold-water rescue
equipment was ready,
which led to discussion of
an Orr Polar Plunge.

»The Orr Christmas
celebration and parade will
be Saturday, Dec. 2.
Organizers are looking for
participants to enter a float
in the parade. Interested

parties should call Shannon
Woodworth at 993-8865
oremail at smewoodworth
@aol.com.

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
Nov. 19 at St. Martin’s

TOWER- Join us for an Ecumenical Community
Thanksgiving service on Sunday, Nov. 19 at 6 p.m.
at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower.

The service itself shouldn’t be more than a half-
hour long. Peoples of all faith traditions and no faith
traditions are welcome. Everyone is welcome. It is a
good time for anyone in our community who has felt
isolated or on the outside to be a part of a communi-
ty faith event. The service will consist of a couple of
hymns, Scripture readings, a short homily or sermon,
petitions, and a reading of Abraham Lincoln’s
Thanksgiving proclamation.

There will be a social time to follow in St.
Martin’s social hall.

“This will be my first opportunity to celebrate
this community event, and I am honored to be able
to be the pastor of the parish hosting this year,” said
Fathrer Nicholas Nelson of St. Martin’s.

It is commonly known that people who are
grateful are happier. Communities that express their
gratitude are happier communities.

Joining in the service are Immanuel Lutheran
and Pastor Liz Cheney, Soudan Baptist Church and
Pastor Gary Watts, St. Jame’s Presbyterian and
Pastor Doug Workman, and St. Paul’s Lutheran and
Pastor Joel Hasz.

Christmas Tree Lighting Party Dec. 3
TOWER- Please join us in celebrating the
holiday season with a Christmas tree lighting cere-
mony on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. in front of the

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

After the ceremony we will proceed to the
Tower Civic Center where members of the Tower-
Soudan Area Singers, directed by Rolf Anderson,
will lead us in Christmas carols. A new addition to
the holiday celebration will be a Bell Choir, “The
Joy Ringers,” under the direction of Jane Johns.
Refreshments and Christmas cookies will be served
along with a special stocking on the tree for each
child.

The Christmas tree lighting is an event held for
the Virgie Hegg Hospice Partners, Inc. “Lights of
Love” in Cook. This non-profit organization offers
support for families and patients in need of hospice
care. It will be an evening of Christmas cheer for the
entire community.

Northeast Range Fall Band Goncert on
Tuesday, Nov. 21

BABBITT- Both the elementary and high school
bands will be performing under the direction of
Kevin Ryks on Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m. at the
Northeast Range Auditorium for the Fall Band
Concert. This event is free but donations are
welcome.

The band is selling business discount cards for
26 different area businesses. Cards are $10 each.
The band is also taking orders for T-shirts, which are
$13 each. Both cards and order forms will be avail-
able that night.

The music department is very proud of these
students and Mr. Ryks for everything they have
accomplished representing our school and communi-
ties. These students come from the communities of
Babbitt, Embarrass, Tower and Soudan. Please come
and support them at their first concert of the year.

315 Main St, Tower
753-2725

Hc:,o,oy _
Thanksgiving

from all of us!
Wednesday, Nov. 22w

CLOSED

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-6, Fri. & Sat. 8-7,
Sunday 8-3

Enyeyy Tood. Janily. ond) Fan

North Star is Closed for Thanksgiving

Thursday, November 23" & Friday, November 24t
000000000000 00000
Free Educational Event
Equifax Breach: What You Need to Know
Hosted in partnership with Lutheran Social Services

Date:  Tuesday, November 21st

Time:  5:30-6:30pm

Location: Cook Community Center
Refreshments Provided ¢ Open to the Public

%IORTH STAR
401 Platt Ave. E. CREDIT UNION 94 S, River St.

Nashwauk, MN 55769 Cook, MN 55723

218-885-1600 218-666-5940
www.NorthStarCreditUnion.org HeuA

Read us online at
timbherjay.com

Operation Santa

Donations needed by Dec. 8: toys,

gift cards, and cash welcome

TOWER- This year’s Operation Santa toy drive is offi-
cially underway. Operation Santa is a local fundraiser
which purchases Christmas gifts (toys, gift cards, and warm
winter items) for children whose families use the Tower
Food Shelf. Last year we served over 150 area children.

Take advantage of the great deals offered over the
upcoming holiday to bring some joy into a child’s life.

‘We have started to receive some donations, but much
more is needed to make sure every child in our community
receives gifts and warm clothing this Christmas season.

The effort is organized by The Timberjay and the
Tower Soudan Civic Club, with help from many area
groups, churches, organizations, and individuals. If

your group or church is planning to donate this
year, please contact Jodi at 218-753-2950. (This

helps with planning!)

Lake Country Power’s Operation RoundUp®
program has once again made a very generous
donation to the Tower Soudan Civic Club (for-
merly the Tower Women'’s Club), to help cover
the cost of purchasing warm items for the chil-

dren.

We are looking at donations of toys, games,
art supplies, and sporting equipment for children,
and gift cards to either Target or Walmart for our

teenagers ($10 or $15).

HOLIDAY GIVING

Start thinking ahout

VETERANS DAY

If you purchase a toy that uses batteries,
please also send a spare set!

We also accept gently-used holiday decora-
tions and gifts for the adults who use the food

shelf.

Donations can be dropped off at the
Timberjay in Tower, and will be distributed at the

food shelf on Dec. 19.

The Vermilion Country School choir performed two pieces at the Veterans Day program.

Retired Marine, now a teacher,
inspires Tower-Soudan students

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- Sometimes
something thathappens by
chance, and this little bit
of serendipity can change
a person’s life. For Steve
Good Sky-Hertig,aretired
Marine Corps Lieutenant
Colonel, a closed Navy
recruiting center, with the
neighboring Marine Corps
recruitment center open,
led to a28-plus year career.

“I thought I was
joining the Navy,” he told
students at Tower-Soudan
Elementary’s Veterans Day
program last Friday. “My
dad had been a Seabee in
the Navy.”

Good Sky-Hertig was
the featured speaker at this
year’s program. He was no
stranger to the students at
TS Elementary, having
worked there as along-term
substitute paraprofession-
al last year. He currently
livesinthe Orrarea,caring
for his father-in-law Gene
Goodsky,and is a member
of the Bois Forte Honor
Guard.

Good Sky-Hertig
joined the Marine Corps
after completing a college
degree in animal husbandry
and working on a farm for
several years. He went
through the Officer
Candidates School in
Cumberland Gap, Pa., in
1982.

Good Sky-Hertig
chronicled his career and
travels around the globe,
and his ongoing educa-
tional training.

“I was in training for
26 of my 28 years,” he said.
His service included repeat-
ed tours in Japan, and time
in Italy, Iraq, Australia,
Guam, Korea, and the
Philippines. He ended his
career working for the Joint
Service Command, and
teaching at the Joint Force

College.

Good Sky-Hertig’s
connection to Bois Forte
began when he married his
wife,band member Dianna,
who he met while he was
stationed in Virginia in
2006. He was formally
adopted into the Caribou
Clan of the Bois Forte,
even though he is of Swiss
and Irish descent. The
couple has two children,
who have both served their
country, his son in the Army
and his daughter in the
Marines.

“She served her first
tour of duty while I was
serving my last tour,” he
said.

He noted that the Bois

/“‘““\

Above: The
Tower-Soudan
Legion Color
Guard.

Left: Steve Good
Sky-Hertig gets a
warm greeting
from students he
worked with last
year at Tower-
Soudan
Elementary.

photos by J. Summit

Forte have a proud tradi-
tion of serving in the armed
forces, and he has great
respect for the traditions of
the Ojibwe.

Bois Forte sent his
family members to
Okinawa, Japan, to partic-
ipate in his retirement cer-
emony at Camp Courtney.

“It was neat to have a
drum and dancers there,
singing travelling songs,”
he said.

After leaving the
Marines, he earned adegree
inspecial education, which
led to his work last year at
Tower-Soudan Elementary,
where he is still on-call as
a substitute teacher.

Students huddled

around Good Sky-Hertig
when the program was
over, clearly excited to see
their teacher in a new role.
The Veterans Day
program also included the
Presentation of the Colors
by the local Honor Guard,
a performance by the
Vermilion Country School
Choir and the St. James
Presbyterian Choir, along
with songs performed by
the elementary students.
Several groups of students
also read poems honoring
veterans. After the
program, coffee an’ was
served to the visitors.
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN

Pastor Berhanu hI(IS farewell

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA

Staff Writer

SOUDAN- Over 70 members
of the community gathered on
Sunday night to say farewell to
Pastor Berhanu Alengo of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church. After serving the
church and community for thirteen
years, Berhanu will be retiring to
Atlanta, Ga., to be nearer one of his

five sons.

Backin 2004, St. Paul’shad been
searching for a pastor for three years
and Greg Dostert, president of the
church, was in the process of build-
ing his house. Allen Schramm of
Embarrass called Dostert to tell him
of his friend who was visiting who
might fit the bill. Not twenty minutes
later, Berhanu was in Dostert’s unfin-
ished home interviewing for the
position. After a subsequent inter-
view with the board, the church

“hired” Pastor Berhanu.

Unfortunately, Berhanu, whois
originally from Ethiopia, was here
on a visitor’s visa and could not
legally earn money. In exchange for
his services, the church gave Berhanu
and his wife, Aster, housing, food,
a vehicle, gas, and a few members
may have slipped him cash under
the table, too. Berhanu volunteered
his time for two years before he
received his green card with help

from congregants.

Many friends and congregants
stood up to say goodbye to Pastor

. ST NN ok

THANKSGIVING

Pastor Berhanu (at right) with his wife Aster and son Samuel.
Below: Berhanu visits with Gaia Bialke. photos by S. Ukkola

Berhanu, to thank him,and
share memories. “Hereally
inspired me to be thankful
for what we have,” said
Fred Precht. In his closing
remarks, Berhanu said,
“There is a time for every-
thing and now it is time to
retire. I thank all of you.
I’veenjoyed working with
all of you. My family and
T are going to miss you. You
are always here in our
heart.”

Community Thanksgiving Dinner at St. James

Reservanns requested by Monday for this free dinner

TOWER- A Community
Thanksgiving Dinner will be
held at St. James Presbyterian
on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday,
Nov. 23 at 2 p.m. Carry-out
orders may be picked up at 2:30
p.m. only. You must call 218-
753-6005 to reserve a spot or to
order a carry-out to be picked up
at the church. Please call by
Monday, Nov. 20. Everyone is
welcome.

AEOA Senior

Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermilion
Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the charter
school in Tower. All meals
include salad bar, fruit,
choice of beverage and
dessert.

Reservations are
appreciated the day
before,or morning of,but
walk-ins are always
welcome. Take-outs
available. Seniors age 60
and older who have reg-
istered for the program
and their partners qualify
for special pricing of $4
per meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines.

Meals are served
from 12:30 — 1 p.m. on
days when the charter
school is open. Call the
school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for reser-
vations, or call AEOA at
1-800-662-5711 ext.7323
for the one-time registra-
tion process.

Week of Nov. 20

No school all week

Week of Nov. 27

Monday- Meat
Calzone,Marinara Sauce

Tuesday- Grilled
Cheese Sandwich,
Tomato Soup

Wednesday- Chunky
Pork Gravy over Mashed
Potatoes, Dinner Roll,
Vegetables

Thursday- Lasagna,
Dinner Roll

Friday- Chicken

Noodle Soup, Cheesy
Breadsticks.

Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church,

5088 Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of the
Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Nov. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday

St. Paul’s Bible study-
meets from 2-3 p.m. at
the Soudan Apartment
activity room.

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

Vermilion Country School
Board- Fourth Thursday
of the month at 5 p.m.
(except near holidays).
Meetings posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Read the news
Timberjay editions

www.timberjay.com

TIMI]BI‘I&V subscribers get free
access to the online e-edition

from all three
each week

THE News OF THE WEek From Ms. VEra MiLION

Hearts,

I am in just a bit of a
tizzy today—packing up
essentials for Hilda who has
been incarcerated (sent to
the big house) again. It
doesn’t happen that often
but I think I should have
anovernight suitcase ready
and waiting in the trunk of
the car. After all, with this
household, I have afavorite
lawyer on speed dial. I
really should be aware of
Hilda’s “special problem”
this time of year... but one
does forget. Don’t get smug
and self-righteousonme...
we all forget! It’s a fact of
life, like hair loss, reach-
ing the last hole on your
belt and voting for the
GOP!Sodon’tgive me that
memory issue spiel and
another copy of “Ten Tips
to Help You Remember
Where You Put Your
Teeth.” So don’t get smug
and smarmy! I really have
no idea what ‘smarmy’
means but I think it could
be used in this case. If I'm

Soudan Canister
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8a.m.-5p.m.
Wed. 8a.m.-5p.m.
Saturday 8a.m.-5p.m.
Sunday 8a.m.-5p.m.

For info: 1-800-450-9278

wrong in my usage...
PLEASE keep it to your-
self.

This time I feel that
Hilda was not at fault, due
toapsychological problem
over which she had no
control. 1 place the blame
of the incident on the people
who run those big box
stores and their attempt to
putyou in the holiday shop-
ping mood. It’s the
Christmas music—with
which they hope to make
you feel jolly and spend,
spend, spend. This
onslaught of holiday homi-
cide starts, it seems to me,
right after Arbor Day.

Normally it doesn’t
botherus,but last week the
tinsel hit the tree as it were!
The whole situation may
have been exacerbated
(I’ve wanted to use that
word for YEARS). Hilda
has hearing aids. She likes
to pretend she doesn’thave
hearingissues so she never
buys her batteries locally.
After the third time neigh-
bors call and ask us to turn
down the TV, even she
knows it’s a road trip. I
really do not blame what
happened on Hilda. She is
asweet, kindly woman and
generally has nerves of
steel. A sweet young thing
putin the new batteries and

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m.-5p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

Recycling canisters available
daily at the Greenwood Town
Hall. For info: 1-800-450-9278

smiled as Hilda put them
in her ears. We decided to
do a bit of shopping, the
cockles of our ancient
hearts being warmed by the
good service. In a trice it
seemed our carts were filled
with needless things that
were on sale and drastically
reduced.

Hilda, I noticed, was
getting tense,and a wee bit
sweaty when I remembered
her dislike of Christmas
music. She is not opposed
to “O, Holy Night,”
“Adeste Fideles” or carols
of that ilk, even sung by
Johnny Cash. Her knuck-
les turned white as she
tightened her grip on the
cart as “Frosty the
Snowman” went
“Thumpety, thump, thump,
Thumpity, thump,
thump...” A look of
sadness crossed her face
when she was reminded
that Rudolph had no one
to laugh or play with until
that foggy night. She got
through “I Saw Mommy
Kissing Santa Claus” with
just a slight facial twitch.
As Yogi Yorgesson started
“l Yust Go Nuts at
Christmas,” all you could
see were the whites of her
eyes. I still could not get
her loose from the cart.

It was “Jingle Bells”

by the Singing Dogs that
started Hilda’s attack on all
things Christmas. It took
two large mall policemen
with a fire hose to get her
calmed down. The consta-
ble was going to haul her
to jail but I convinced him
that she was just off her
meds.Hedidinsistonatrip
to the emergency ward just
to “...make sure” she was
all right.
Attheemergency desk
they told us there would be
a slight wait. The nurse
escorted us to a special
Yuletide ER, “designed
especially for people like
your friend —no Christmas
music allowed.” I waited
while Hilda was being
checked over by a spe-
cialist. “She’s fine, but no
Christmas music until say,
Dec. 19 or 20. Take care
and Merry...” He was
unable to finish his seasonal
greeting. Hilda grabbed a
bed pan from a passing
orderly and hithim repeat-
edly —screaming, “happy
Christmas, happy holidays,
ho ho ho, greetings of the
season and mele kaliki-
maka ame hauoli makahi-
ki hou.” And THAT is
WHY she is in jail.

Ms. Vera Milion

Wednesday, Nov. 29, Dec. 20

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club

Greenwood Town Hall
Soudan Fire Hall

Tower Civic Center
Embarrass, Four Corners

11:00-11:30 a.m.
12:00-12:30 p.m.
1:45-3:00 p.m.
3:15-4:15 p.m.
5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information call the Arrowhead Library System
at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us
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Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday  Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
AA -7 p.m. Mondays, First
Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St.

WOMEN'’S AA - Noon
Mondays, Ledgerock
Community Church, Ely -

use 15th Street entrance
BABBITT AA- 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 8-9 p.m.
at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
in Ely. For persons who
encounter alcoholism in a
relative or friend.

BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 12-step
support group, noon Fridays, St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church, Ely.
ELY AREA FOOD SHELF - third
Wednesday each month. 15 W.
Conan St..

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
GED Study materials and pre-
test available. Ely Community
Center Thursday 10 a.m.-4
p.m.; Tower by appointment.

P LY,

oiniy O

WASHINGTON SCHOOL PLAYGROUND

Ely Washington School Principal Anne Oelke

Call 365-3359, 827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUPS: Babbitt: 3rd
Monday of Month: 6-7:30
p.m. at Carefree Living
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Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B
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Holiday Fantasy
Craft Fair opens
Nov. 2%

ELY - The annual
Holiday Fantasy Craft Fair
is set for Friday, Nov. 24,
from noon — 4 p.m., and
Saturday,Nov.25,from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Miners
Dry House, alongside
Miners Lake.

With 30 vendors
already registeredit’s going

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2017

e
lake silenced by ice
cold hard colors laying flat

playful deer hiding

to be a busy place. Entry
isfree. Bring your holiday
shopping list; there is
something for everyone.
This year one can pur-
chase fresh wreaths, kids
puzzles,baked goods, pho-
tography and pottery to
name justafew items avail-
able.

A new addition to the
Holiday Fantasy will be tra-
ditional sleigh rides along
the Trezona Trail. The

b b X
along with ISD 696 Superintendent Kevin Abrah

i ==

students last week to deddicate the new school playground. photos by K. Vandervort

sleighrides will be offered
both days of the show with
a $2 per person charge.
Sleigh rides will start at
Miners Dry and will run
about 20-30 minutes per
ride.

There will also be a
table for crafts available for
purchase. Children can
make a full-sized nutcracker
of their choice. The nut-
crackers are made of real
wood and the kits come with

everything youneed to take
home an iconic nutcracker
prince, princess, angel or
even Santa. Thekits are $12
each. Volunteers will be
available to help with the
crafts so parents can shop
the craft fair.

Bring the family and
enjoy this celebration of
gifts, art and winter. See
Santa, too! Sponsored by
Ely Greenstone Public Art
and Stone Soup Events.

Ely Free Clinic open Mondays
ELY - The Ely Community Health Center is Ely’s Free Cinic. They are
open every Monday evening from 5:30-7 p.m. in the lower level of the
Frandsen Bank building on 1st Ave. in downtown Ely.
They are available to see anyone who does not have health insurance.
They are also available for anyone who has health insurance but has unaf-

fordable co-pays or deductibles (underinsured).

For more information, call 365-5678, or visit their website, www.ely-
communityhealth.org, or Facebook page.

Music and Drama
Club meets
Monday

ELY - The Ely Music
and Drama Club will meet
at7 p.m.on Nov. 20 at the
home of Cheryl Martinetto.

/A

Show Your School Spirit
% & Support
The Conaway Family

Taco Dinner

Presenters Susan and
Cheryl will discuss local

history, “Who We Are: the
English and Irish.”

FIRST DEER

—_—

. Fundraiser

Saturday, November 25™
3pm-7pm  Studeys, o,

N Memorial School Cafeteria
On October 24™ The Conaway family lost their home to a fire. Ely School
Students have banded together to help their classmates during this difficult time.

If you are unable to attend, but would like to make a donation please contact
Kristi (218-235-8940) or Jacki (218-365-6443)

Rylee Larsen, 11, was all smiles on opening
day of the Minnesota gun deer season after
she shot a doe with her father, Brad Larsen, of
Ely. She made the 70-yard hit with an AR.223
rifle and the help of a shooting stick to steady
her shot. submitted photo
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ELY HIGH SCHOOL FALL MUSICAL

Footloose

ELY - Ely Memorial
High School students cut
loose last weekend with
their fall musical
“Footloose.

In the play, the main
character,Ren (Blaise Lah),
and his mother (Emma
Terwilliger), starting anew
life, have to move from the
big city of Chicago to
Beaumont, Texas.

“The culture shock is
enough to ruin Ren’s life,”
Director James Lah said.
“Helearns that this town has
outlawed dancing because
of a past tragic accident.”

Reverend Shaw Moore
(Jasiah Wigdahl) is the de
facto mayor and enforcer
of the “no-dancing” law. In
doing so he alienates his
daughter Ariel (Erika
Mattson) and his wife Vi
(Danielle Krostue). Ariel
rebels and finds Ren quite
attractive. Vi retreats, but
by the end finds her voice.

Ariel and Ren lead the
high school on a quest to
reverse the dancing law. In
doing so, Ren helps the
Reverend let go of the past,
which secures his support
of dancing.

e i

Dozens of Ely Memorial High School students participated in the fall musical, ‘Footloose,” presented last weekend in
Washington Auditorium. photos by K. Vandervort

Above:
Ariel (Erika Mattson) and Ren (Blaise Lah)
share a tender moment on the bridge.

Left:
Willard (Henry Dirks) and Rust (Emma Larson)
kick up their heels at the Bar-B-Que.

Jasiah Wigdahl played A Below:
the part of Rev. Shaw g : . The School Dance scene had the audience
Moore. : : - s clapping hands and stomping feet.

- R

Subscribe to the Timbherjay 218-753-2950
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Cook Community Thanksgiving Dinner

COOK- The public is invited to the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday,
Nov. 23 from 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church social hall. The Cook Lions Club
will be delivering meals to homebound residents;
please call Noreen at 218-666-2869 to arrange
delivery. Everyone is welcome to attend this meal,
which is made possible by the generous donations
from community businesses and individuals.

8th Annual Community Thanksgiving

Dinner set for Orr Legion

ORR- The 8th annual Community
Thanksgiving Dinner will be served in Orr on
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 23, from 1-3
p.m. at the Orr American Legion Hall. It is a won-
derful local gathering for families and friends.
Meals will also be delivered to the homebound,
starting at 12:30 p.m.

This meal is free and open to all. By communi-
ty request, donations for the Loaves and Fishes
Food Shelf will be accepted but are not required.
Local businesses and individuals who would like to
support the dinner can send a donation to Orr
Thanksgiving Dinner, PO Box 247, Orr, MN
55771, or can make a deposit to the Orr
Thanksgiving account at the American Bank in Orr
or Cook. Funds not expended for the meal will go
to support the food shelf through the winter, espe-
cially at Christmas.

Any questions can be directed to Joel or Lori
Astleford at 218-757-0052 or Rick and Wendy
Deatherage at 909-900-6626.

Coding Club for Kids Thursdays at
Cook Library

COOK- Ever wanted to learn how to create a
computer game or design your own website? Come
to the library to explore computer coding in a fun
and interactive environment. Kids in grades 5 and
up are invited to participate. Adults are encouraged
to attend and learn with the kids. All materials will
be provided. The club will take place at 5 p.m. at
the Cook Public Library every Thursday in
November, except Thanksgiving.

“Open Art” painting group meets
Saturday, Nov. 18 in Gook

COOK- The “Open Art Group” of Northwoods
Friends of the Arts will meet in Cook on Saturday,
Nov. 18, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the gallery located at
210 River St., next to Dream Weaver Salon and
Spa. So, painters, “hope to painters,” Zentanglers,
and art enthusiasts of all media come and join with
other NWFA artists to work on a new painting or
one in progress. Work on a drawing, a Zentangle, or
a collage on a Saturday afternoon. You have a free
choice of activities.

NWFA hoard to meet Nov. 21

COOK- NWFA’s monthly board meeting will
be held at the gallery at noon on Tuesday, Nov. 21.
Budget proposals and ideas for 2018 are due. All
are welcome. Please bring ideas and energy. NWFA
is a 501¢c3 non-profit group that supports the arts in
our area. We are supported by donations, grants and
fundraisers. Our success is directly dependent on
the support of members and donors. As part of our
mission we have a gallery where we display and
sell art of all price ranges. In addition, we hold
classes at the gallery and at other locations in the
area.

First Baptist Church hosts Annual

Ladies Christmas Tea on Dec. 4

COOK- All the ladies of the community are
invited to attend the annual Christmas Tea at the
First Baptist Church of Cook on Monday, Dec. 4 at
7 p.m. The theme is “Simply Christmas.” Join the
ladies of First Baptist Church to contemplate the
profound, yet simple message of the Christmas
season. The ladies look forward to sharing this
delightful evening of reflection, rest and refresh-
ment with you. Christmas music, readings, carol-
singing and refreshments will add touches of
festivity to the evening. The ladies of First Baptist
Church look forward to welcoming you and trust
that this delightful evening will help usher the
Christmas season into your heart and all of your
Christmas plans.

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000

. 20t Annual St. Mary's

Holiday Bazaar

Frlday, November 17, 4-? PM
Saturday, November 18, 9 AM-3 PM

Crafts « Luncheon « Coffee An’s * Potica
Raffle « Drawings « Bake Sale « Canned Goods
Wreaths & Greenery « Lefse « Cookie Walk!
Wovo Gt il fon Evengons on Your List!
Choose your own assortment of yummy
Holiday Cookies!

Dinner Friday Nicht « 4-8 PM
and Luneheon on Saturday /A

Choice of Soups, Sloppy Joe,
Hot ])ogs, Beverages and Bar or Cookie
Take-outs available

St. Mary’s Church, Cook, MN
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Student winners of Voice of
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essays
included Zoe Trip, Tate Olson, Nicole
Olson, Avery Thiel, Brandy Walker,
Drummers performed the
Flag Song. Veteran Jerry Yourczek
talked about his service with the
Navy during the Korean War.

Emily Tri.

photos by M. Roach

VETERANS DAY

CRANE LAKE

Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

CRANELAKE-More

snow, more snow and more
snow. Winter came and it
lookslikeitis going to stay.
If you did not get your
chores done before winter
it is too late now.

The area has been busy
with deer hunters. Reports
have been that it is a good
season.Elevenbucks have
been reported out of our
Crane Lake area. If reports
are accurate, Jill Crane had
a successful shoot.

Gini Stahnke tells the
best deer-hunting story in
years. Prior to deer season,
Gini had abigbuck hanging
around in her yard. She
named the deer Buck Bob.
The day before the season
opened Gini tried to hang
up anew bird feeder which

she had just purchased for
$50. She needed help with
the project and put the
feeder on the picnic table
until some help appeared.
Afteratime she looked out
and Buck Bob was at the
table licking the birdseed
out of the feeder. Gini ran
out and shooed him away.
However, the feeder was
trapped in his antlers. So
Gini lost her new feeder.
She called Butch and John
and they tried to find the
feeder in the woods without
luck. Deer season opened
and Bruce Bestie shot Buck
Bob.Attached to his antlers
was the rope and tie from
Gini’s feeder. The Dames
wonder if Gini has Farmers
Insurance. Her feeder is
sure to be covered by
Farmers,because Farmers
has seen everything.
John Sanborn is home
on leave from his Marine
Corps stint. His plans are
to get in some hunting. He
is currently stationed out
east. Dad and Mom, Jeff
and Lorie, and Grandma
Shirley will enjoy spend-
ing time with him. If you
see him, thank him for his
service to our country.
The Lang kids came
from Austin, Tex., Coquille,

Date:

Time:  5:30-6:30pm

Nashwauk, MN 55769
218-885-1600

www.NorthStarCreditUnion.org

Enyey Teod, Taniidy, aned Fan

North Star is Closed for Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 234 & Friday, November 24t
® 0 0600606 06060000 0 0 0 0 0 0

Free Educational Event
Equifax Breach: What You Need to Know
Hosted in partnership with Lutheran Social Services
Tuesday, November 21st

Location: Cook Community Center
Refreshments Provided ¢ Open to the Public
ORTH STAR

%N
401 Platt Ave. E. CREDIT UNION

24 S. River St.

Cook, MN 55723
218-666-5940
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Ore., Bloomington, IlI.,
and Eveleth to celebrate
their parents’ 50th wedding
anniversary last
weekend. Most of the
grandkids were able to
make it for the special
weekend also. Mike and
Linda were given a very
special blanket, depicting
the ‘family tree’ with Mike
and Linda being the trunk,
the kids as the branches and
the grandkids as the leaves.
Stories of family occur-
rences were remembered
and it was a reminder that
families share good and bad
times, but remain con-
nected through it all.

The grandkids had a
great reunion getting
together with each other as
well. Some of the older
boys got to share in male
camaraderie by joining
the “oldsters” in the rite of
sharing guy talk in the
garage. The middle-school-
aged kids were having a
great time in the snow,
sliding down the hills—at
least they were having a
great time until one of them
hit a rock and hurt his
hand. After a trip to the
Cook Urgent Care Clinic,
it was determined that
Logan Cameron had two
broken metacarpal bones,
received a brace, and was
advised to see his own
doctor when he returned
home. His doctor then
referred him to an ortho-
pedic surgeon, who direct-
ed him to a hand specialist
in case surgery is needed.
Logan plays on the Texas
Junior Stars hockey team,
with a big tournament
scheduled for
Thanksgiving weekend in
Baltimore. Some would
say he is now “officially”
a hockey player. Did you
ever know ahockey player
who didn’t break some-
thing somewhere along the
way?

Speaking of

Thanksgiving, has one of
your family traditions been
watching the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day
Parade? Do you know
which giant balloon char-
acter has flown more times
than any other in the
parade? If you guessed
Snoopy, you’d be correct.
Charlie Brown’s pet dog,
with sidekick Woodstock
perched on his head, has
the record for most appear-
ances at 38.

Comments continue to

be made about
how early darkness comes
with the return

from Daylight Savings
Time. Some people say
they end up falling asleep
around 6:30 p.m. and then
can’tgotosleepatbedtime
due to the earlier nap.
Thanksgiving is
coming soon, so a turkey
sandwich before bed might
help you slumberif you are
having trouble. Not strong
enough for you? Add in a
banana. Bananas
contain potassium and
magnesium, both
natural muscle relaxants.
Throw in a glass of milk,
and you’ll settle in
for “a long winter’s nap.”
Or are we a season ahead?

Let us hear from you.
If you are a snowbird tell
us what life is like in your
area. Snowbirds like to hear
the news of what is going
on at Crane Lake and we
like to know about you.
Send news by e-mail to
info@thelakecountry.com,
by faxto218-757-3533,0r
by calling Sandy at 218-
757-3233 and it will be
added. So fire away with
your news.

Until the next time,
the Teapot Dames are
singing off.
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North Woods Volleyball Team Varsity letter earners: Back (from left) Neiva Smith, Kate
Stone, Taylor Mejdrich, Karlyn Pierce, Nicole Olson, Claire Beaudry, Regan Ratai. Front
(from left) Kayla Tschida, Morgan Burnett, Maddy Serna, Jacie Lakosky, and Hanna

Sandberg. photos by C. Stone

Grizzly Volleyball Team awards

Top row (from left) Nicole

Olson - Best server; Hanna
Sandberg - Most digs;
Claire Beaudry - Most set
assists.

Bottom row (from left)
Morgan Burnett - Most
improved; Regan Ratai-
Most blocks and most Kkills.

-

Arrowhead All Conference - Claire Beaudry, Regan Ratai
and Hanna Sandberg.

GRIZZLY UPDATES
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Social media and Internet safety tips TIMBERJAY

Congratulations to the
North Woods Grizzlies
football team on your State
Quarterfinal appearance.
The Grizzlies faced off
against Nevis on Friday,
Nov. 10 at Bemidji State
University. The weather
was challenging to say the
least, with a stiff wind
blowing off Lake Bemidji
directly into the North
Woods side and tempera-
tures falling into the single
digits. The Tigers proved
to be more than North
Woods could handle.
Unfortunately the Grizzlies
had difficulty stopping the
Tigers’ powerful offense
and the weather definitely
hurt the Grizzlies’ strong
passing game. Bestof luck
to Nevis as they move to
the semi-finals at US Bank
Stadium Nov. 17.

On Monday, Nov. 13,
I attended a meeting for
areaschools at the St. Louis
County Courthouse with
our School Resource
Officer Krueger. The
meeting was a presentation
by the County Attorney’s
Office onresponses to inap-
propriate use of technolo-

VUKMANICH

gy, particularly
“sexting.” Sexting is when
a person uses technology
to send or receive an inap-
propriate picture of a sexual
nature.

Although juveniles are
usually not charged as
adults unless the crime was
particularly serious, com-
mitting an act such as this
has far-reaching conse-
quences for all those who
areinvolved. Thisisagood
reminder for us, as adults,
to make sure we are mon-
itoring our kids’ technolo-
gy use. Some parents may
think that these types of
issues happen, but only to

Online at
www.timherjay.com
check out our e-edition

“other” kids. Inreality, in
my line of work, I’ve seen
kids from all walks of life
use extremely poor judge-
ment in the heat of the
moment when it comes to
social media, email,
texting, and messaging.

Please talk to yourkids
about social media and
Internet safety, including
the following items:

Never posting when
angry or upset.

Never posting private
information. This includes
names and addresses as
well as other personal infor-
mation.

Never sharing infor-
mation with someone you
do not know.

Never making threat-
ening, harassing, racial,
sexual, or other derogato-
ry comments.

When you post some-
thing, itis permanent. Even
if you think it disappears,
someone likely already
took a screen-shot of it.

As a general rule, if
you know that a parent
would notapprove of it,do
not post it.

Cook Optical

o carefor less Stnp ing

Ooa\"w ) \
£

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified
23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

EYE EXAMS - 666-2879

Call for Appointment
with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Making posts that are
harassing, threatening, or
fall under sexting are pun-
ishable by law and by your
school if it involves stu-
dents.

Report suspicious or
inappropriate things that
you see or receive to a
parent, teacher, principal,
or school resource officer.
We are all here to help.

Check your location
and privacy settings so that
your location and profile
is not available to just
anyone. Keep your post-
ings private to your friends
and family only.

Spending too much
time on social media is
just plain unhealthy for
ALL of us!

Everyone have a great
weekend! Only one more
chance to get your deer.
Winter sports season is just
around the corner. I hope
to see you soon at a
Grizzlies basketball game.

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN
666-0205
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by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- In a
meeting that started and ended
with disagreements, the
Greenwood Town Board made
little progress onissues that have
been on several previous agendas.

The board did not approve
the minutes from the Oct. 10
meeting. Supervisor Mike Ralston
said he was not comfortable with
the description given of the public
comment from Jeff Maus, who
had “made some serious allega-
tions against the previous board.”

“I want the board to be able
to respond to the allegations
before I approve the minutes,”
Ralston said.

Maus had made comments
regarding lack of adherence to
the open meeting law, and the
issue of supervisors’ authority to
oversee the clerk. He also sug-
gested that one supervisorresign.

The board ended the meeting
also in disagreement, this time
on whether or not to table the
hiring of anew assistantchiefand
administrative assistant for the fire
department. Fire Chief Dave
Fazio,who was notat the meeting
because he had parent-teacher
conferences, was recommending
Mike Indihar as assistant chief
and Tammy Mortaloni as admin-
istrative assistant. Both are brand
new members of the department,
though Indihar had been a long-
time member who had retired and
just rejoined.

Jeff Maus had sent an appli-
cation into the town board for the
assistant chief spot. The town
board did notreceive applications
from either of the two candidates
being recommended by Fazio.

Fire department member
Howard Ankrum said the depart-
ment had approved Indihar and
Mortaloni atthe last meeting, but
Maus disputed this account and
said he had a recording of the
meeting.

“That discussion never took
place,” Maus said. At a later
pointin the meeting, Maus noted
that Fazio had mentioned there
were two interested in the posi-
tions, but had never mentioned
names.

Supervisor Bassing remind-

ORR...Continued from page 1

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Greenwood Town Board struggles to agree

ed the board that the township
attorney had urged the board to
fill these positions as soon as pos-
sible. Currently the positions are
being filled on an interim, month-
to-month basis.

A motion to table the hiring
until the next meeting when Fazio
could be present passed 4-1, with
Bassing voting against, noting
they were acting against the
advice of their attorney.

Maintenance

Supervisor Carmen DeLuca,
who has been acting as the main-
tenance supervisor, asked if the
board was ready to hire a part-
time employee.

“We don’t need full-time,”
he said.

Ralston noted there were
items that needed to be done at
the town hall, and that the town-
ship did own its own plow and
lawnmower.

“We need to make a list of
things to get done,” he said.

Bassing said the township
could hire a contractor, instead
of a township employee.

A motion to hire a part-time
handyman to work on an as-
needed basis died for lack of a
second.

“I'am not ready to make this
decisionyet,” said Ralston. “Who
would they reportto, who assigns
tasks,and who approves the work
completed?”

Some in the audience noted
there are retired township resi-
dents who might be interested in
such a position.

A request from DeLuca to
be granted spending authority for
maintenance-related items was
also disputed.

DeLucaintroduced amotion
to grant himself the authority to
spend up to $1,000 without per-
mission from the board as a
whole. He noted the fire depart-
ment chief and clerk both have
similar limited spending author-
ity.

Bassing reminded the board
that supervisors do not individ-
ually have any spending author-
ity,and the Minnesota Association
of Township manual recommends
that no spending authority be
given to individual supervisors.

“I am not going to do the
maintenance if I don’t have the
authority to spend and have to
go through the clerk,” DeLuca
said.

Bassing brought up the case
of aprevious supervisor who had
approved the purchase of aculvert
and gravel for a secondary
entrance to township property.

“This goes back to our road
tonowhere,” Bassing said. “You
canend up witheverybody spend-
ing and no accountability.”

Bassing noted that it was
proper to have limited spending
authority for township employ-
ees like the clerk and fire chief,
and previously the employee who
was the maintenance supervisor.

The clerk noted that the
motion on the floor was giving
a specific person, not the super-
visor who was in charge of main-
tenance, the spending authority,
and that the motion needed to be
clarified.

DeLuca said he was report-
ing any purchases to the board.

Ralston wondered if the clerk
was giving the maintenance
supervisor a list of items that
needed repair, wouldn’t that be
clerk-authorized spending, up to
the pre-approved limit?

The clerk noted that there was
stillaneed to hire out some work.

“There are things I cannot
do,” said DeLuca, “when we
need a carpenter or plumber.”

DeLuca said if the board
wasn’t willing to give him the
spending authority,he would quit
the duties.

“If you don’t want me to do
it, I am done,” he said.

Ralston said he couldn’t
support the motion because it was
creating too much turmoil.

“We need to get to a solu-
tion that works and is efficient,”
he said.

The motion to grant spend-
ing authority to the maintenance
supervisorofupto $1,000 passed
3-2, with Bassing and Ralston
voting against.

Positive progress

The board did see some pos-
itive progress. Supervisor DeL.uca
noted that the new fire department
appreciation plaques have been

installed in the town hall, as well
asupdated outside faucets that are
certified as safe for drinking water.
The previously installed new
faucet was not NSF-certified.
DeLuca noted that the plumbing
contractor thatdid the work is cred-
iting the township for the origi-
nal faucet.

Clerk Sue Drobac read cor-
respondence from Teresa Debevec,
administrator at the Cook Hospital,
who informed the township they
are no longer pursuing the issue
of annexation.

Penguins Snowmobhile
Club

Steve Lenertz and Mike
Indihar from the Penguins
Snowmobile Club asked the
township if they would help the
club acquire some tax-forfeit
county land to use for a club
garage/maintenance building that
will house the groomers used on
the local trails.

“We are one of the oldest
snowmobile clubs in the state,”
they said, noting the club was
formedin 1966.The club grooms
62 miles of trail and stakes
another 60 or so miles on Lake
Vermilion. Club trails have ease-
ments across 50 area property
owners’ lands along with state
and federal lands.

“We are all volunteers,” said
Indihar. “None of us get paid.”

The club currently houses its
equipment in the garage of a
member, but that is not a long-
term solution, they said. By
building their own garage/main-
tenance building, they can insure
they can continue to provide the
services needed to keep snow-
mobiling, and the tourism it
creates, an important part of the
winter season.

The two spoke with County
Commissioner Tom Rukavina
aboutleasing suitable tax-forfeit
parcel for the building, but
Rukavina said the county might
be able to transfer the land to the
township.

Indihar noted the club carries
its own insurance liability policy,
so he didn’t think it would be an
added expense for the township.

Bassing said he had already
been looking into the issue, and

would like to meet with club offi-
cials and then bring it back to
the board’s next meeting.

Skating rink

There was abit of confusion
over the township skating rink.
Atthe start of the meeting, Noreen
Butalla, from the Recreation
Board, said that their group was
interested in having a well drilled
and boards installed for a rink.
They said a well would cost
around $7,500 and could have a
winterized pump. The well could
also serve as a water source at
the pavilion.

Mary Richard, who had
urged the town board last winter
to reopen the rink, noted that
township volunteers had already
offered to work on a rink for this
year,using water fromafire truck
as has been done in the past.
Ralston, Bassing, and Maus all
noted they will volunteer to flood
and maintain the rink this winter,
and that the rink area had already
been plowed.

Other business

In other business the town
board:

» Received a letter from a
resident asking why fire depart-
ment members are not receiving
background checks.

» Reapproved joining the
Joint Powers Board for the Lake
Vermilion Trail, now that Breitung
has decided not to be part of the
agency.The board appointed Lee
Peterson to be the township’s rep-
resentative on the board.

» Accepted a$15,000 grant
from Bois Forte.

» Received a$210donation
from North Country Quilts, who
had used the town hall for aquilt-
ing retreat.

» Will transfer web hosting
to Tech Bytes.

» Decided to print theirown
ballots for the upcoming March
township election.

» Set the date of Aug. 25,
2018 forthe 40th anniversary cel-
ebration.

» Thanked Lee Peterson,
Dan Karakas,and Mary and Mike
Richard for volunteer work done
for the township this past month.

Internet access is one of the
first things people ask
about. These folks wanted
high-speed.”

By rights, residents in
Orr should have Internet
like a rocket ship. It was
actually one of the first
communities in the region
with a fiber optic connec-
tion,and the capacity of the
fiber backbone has only

grown overtime. “We have
Paul Bunyan,
CenturyLink,and Frontier,
all running down the
highway,” said Carter.
Butit’sall headed else-
where and the companies
either can’t or won’t
connect to homes or busi-
nesses in Orr. A combina-
tion of state and federal
dollars recently allowed

NOTICE

Range Cooperatives, Inc.
Annual Shareholders Meeting

Notice is hereby given of the Annual Shareholders
Membership Meeting of Range Cooperatives, Inc.
The meeting will be called to order at:

6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 4, 2017

at Range Funeral Home Fellowship Hall,
911 16 St North, Virginia

(Please note new time and location.)

* Registration and Lunch will be
served from 4:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
* The regular business meeting will begin at
6 p.m. in the Range Funeral Home Chapel.

the Northeast Service
Cooperative to build yet
another fiber backbone to
remote locations like Crane
Lake and Kabetogama.
That fiber runs right
through Orr, but
CenturyLink, the local
service provider isn’t a
partner on the project, so
it offers no benefit to
would-be users in Orr. “It’s
so frustrating that the feds
and the state give them all
this money to lay the cable
and it just sits in the
ground,” said Carter.

Brzoznowski agreed.
“It’s our money and we
can’t even use it,” he said.

Leiding Township had
the opportunity to connect
its town hall, which is
located two doors down
from the Orr Library, but
township officials declined.
Orr officials asked if the
connection could run to the
library instead, but were
told that wouldn’t comply
with their federal grant
award.

Brzoznowski, who
served for decades on the

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT

CLOSES Dec. 7, 2017
Review your current plan. Visit: MEDICARE.gov
See your options. Make changes now.

For help, please call Jean or Doreen, your local

Senior Link volunteers at:

PESHEL

ACCOUNTING

e

218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.|PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

A Finnish @Annual Ladies of Kaleva

Northstar Electric
Cooperative board of direc-
tors and still serves on the
Cook-Orr Healthcare
District board, says he
needs access to the Internet
for the work he does. For
years, Brzoznowski used
a satellite company that
provided him Internet at his
remote farm. He expected
to have similar service or
better available in Orr, but
now can’t purchase access
through CenturyLink and
the apartment building
doesn’t allow individual
satellite dishes,sohe can’t
use his former provider. I
can’teven getdial-up,” he
said. “It’s disgusting.”

Some progress?
Slowly, but surely,
better news may be on the
way for CenturyLink cus-
tomers in Orr and sur-
rounding areas. According
to Randy Long, IT direc-
tor for the Bois Forte tribal
government, CenturyLink
isinthe midstof laying new
fiber and adding capacity,
although exactly when the

the new service to goonline
at Nett Lake by next
summer, but he’s less
certain when that might
happen in Orr, where
CenturyLink also needs to
update switching equip-
ment.

The problem at this
point really isn’t lack of
fiber. There are multiple
fiber conduits already in the
ground, notes Long,butit’s
getting the service out to
customers that’s been the
hurdle. He notes that Bois
Forte tribal offices have
exceptional broadband
capacity, thanks to the
middle-mile fiber project
initiated by the Northeast
Service Cooperative. But
the private partners on that
project, who were sup-
posed to utilize that back-
bone to extend faster
connections to residential
and commercial customers,
have been slow to deliver.
“We have more capacity
here at the government
center than we know what
todowith,”said Long.“But
no one else can jump on

Regular business will be transacted at this A . X : . board.”
meeting, which will include presentation of merican B A Z A A R ;r\lllerl)irl(z)l;?edi:ﬁf:/lc:cl(éa‘;‘]ﬂl be The delays have
reports, election of directors, and any other HOllday Long said he e);peCtS prompted the band to con-

business that may come up. sider their own “fiber-to-

The speaker will be Craig Merten from
Range Funeral Home.

Craig will be speaking about our journey of
rebuilding our funeral home in Virginia
after the fire in February.

David Stanaway, President
Michael Boyd, Secretary

the-home” project, a

Saturday, Nov. 18

Historic Kaleva Hall - 125 3rd StN, Virginia

Homemade Candies ¢ Hand Crafts
Christmas “Used-a-Bit” « Sisu Hats/Totes

Supplemental funds provided through Thrivent

9 AM -1 PM

Live Music: Art Lehtonen
Pulla « Baked Goods ¢ Raffle

“Remembering Aiti” Cookbooks

Coffee an’s
Lunch: 11 AM-1 PM

LYME DISEASE
SUPPORT GROUP

Wednesday, Nov. 29
6:30 PM

Vermilion Park Inn
30 Center St, Soudan

Downstairs Meeting Room
Refreshments Served

Open to the public

project that Long said
would cost about $2.3
million,according to a plan
the band has already devel-
oped.Long said he’d rather
have CenturyLink do the
project, but it’s not clear
when or if the company
would be willing to make
that kind of investment.
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paying the higherrate when
they were not using the
system. Doing so would
mean an even greater rate
increase for year-round
users, noted Keith.

The city’s costs for
wastewater treatment have
also spiked this year due
to the consistent wet
weather. The city experi-
enced anincrease ininflow
and infiltration in 2017,
which added to the city’s
treatment costs. “We have
double the flow going back
as we take in,” said Keith.

The city council has at
least two more meetings to
decide on the size of the
rate increase for next year,
and they moved on without
making a final decision at

ELY ...Continued from page 1

properties ranging from
single-family homes and
lots to large commercial
buildings of about 100,000
sq. ft. and including apart-
ment buildings some of
about 50 units each.

The potential buyer
offered to pay $10,000 for
the Ely landmark.
According to their business
plan for “The Ely Center,”
their aim is to renovate the
building “while maintain-
ing the original character
and features of the build-
ing, and conduct repairs
and renovations thatensure
the preservation of the char-
acteristics” of the building.

The architectural
jewel,builtin 1938 during
the Depression with
funding from the F.D.
Roosevelt Administration’s
Public Works
Administration has an
assessed value of $492 000.

To thatend, the city of
Ely will be working closely
with the Ely Heritage
Preservation Commission
to ensure that the charac-
teristics of the building are
preserved. “Celia Domich
will be reviewing this pro-
posal,and we hope to move
forward as soon as possi-
ble,” Langowski said. The
purchase agreement calls
for a closing date of Dec.
20.

According to the busi-
ness plan, Princeton
Commercial
Holding’s’vision of its
redevelopment of the
Community Center is
turning it into a mixed
commercial-use building
which will ensure the
lowest vacancy with flex-
ible leases for various uses

Monday’s meeting.

In other utility-related
business, the council
reviewed a letter from the
Department of Health indi-
cating that the city’s drink-
ing water is continuing to
experience levels of
haloacetic acids above the
allowable limit and must
conduct an operational
evaluation within the next
90 days to better under-
stand how to address the
issue. The levels of tri-
halomethanes in the city’s
drinking water have been
brought back into compli-
ance according to recent
quarterly test results.

In other action, the
council:

» Approved a reso-

lution authorizing the
Tower Economic
Development Authority to
apply for IRRRB funding
to construct a new com-
mercial/industrial build-
ing in the city’s business
park for lease to Lamppa
Manufacturing. The
council also approved a
draft letter from TEDA
outlining the project for the
funding application.

» Referred a request
from Orlyn Kringstad to
put the addition of a street
light near the entrance to
the Marjo Motel back on
the council agenda for an
upcoming meeting. The
city council had dismissed
Kringstad’s request last
month after Clerk Keith

told the council that the
addition of a street light
could cost $20,000 and
require extensive coordi-
nation with MnDOT. The
council had directed
Kringstad to work direct-
ly with Minnesota Power
to address any lighting
issues near the motel
entrance. When Kringstad
contacted the company,
they indicated by letter that
the cost of aregular street-
light would be $197, plus
$23 per month for the elec-
tricity. Minnesota Power
also indicated that the
request would need to
come from a government
entity, either the city of
Tower or MnDOT.
Kringstad said he would be

willing to pay for the elec-
tricity if that’s customary
for the city to assess busi-
nesses for safety street
lights.

» Approved a con-
struction contract with
Utility Systems of America
for the sewer extension to
Hoodoo Point
Campground.

» Approvedarevised
joint powers agreement for
the Lake Vermilion Bike
Trail and gave the go-ahead
for the bike trail commit-
tee to include city-owned
lands initsinitial trail plan-
ning.

» Heard an update on
the city’s funding status
under the state’s Water
Infrastructure Fund. The

city is currently ranked in
sixth place for funds.

» Approved the retire-
ment of Karel Winkelaar
from the fire department.

» Approved the ter-
mination of J. Zika from
the fire department.

» Approved the hiring
of Brylie Landfried as an
EMT.

» Approved the hiring
of Steven Olson as a fire-
fighter.

» Approved the trans-
fer of the city’s web main-
tenance service from Cold
Snap to Tech Bytes. The
individual who handles the
city’s web service is switch-
ing companies to Tech
Bytes, which is the reason
for the change.

and renting other parts out
for events, such as wed-
dings.

“In our assessment,
we have calculated that
there will be 18 flexible
office suites and two recre-
ational halls that can be
used for events. This
number of units in the
18,000 square foot (range)
will be lower or higher
depending on the tenants’
needs and the remaining
11,000 square feet will be
split between two large
recreational halls which
we can lease out short-
term for events and indi-
vidual needs.”

“The commercial units
will be split into 800- to
900-square-foot (or more)
areas and leased out accord-
ingly. The company will
adopt a flexible approach
and tailor the space to the
tenants’ needs to help rent
the units out in the short-
est possible period. The
company will also explore
the possibility of retail units
on the first floor to widen
the market demand and
create amore vibrantenvi-
ronment.”

The business plan
called for the following
renovations to be made
within the first year: repairs
to auditorium, roofing and
drains, update electrical
and mechanical systems,
work to meet Americans
with Disabilities Act stan-
dards, replace glass block
windows and other work,
deal withunderground fuel
oil tank and asbestos insu-
lation.

“We believe this is a
serious offer,” he said.
“They will be looking at

renovations to the building
and making some improve-
ments. From what we can
see there are no strings
attached for the city to take
care of any (storage) tank
or hazardous waste issues.
Hopefully we can bring
something before the
council at their next
meeting.”

Mayor Chuck Novak
suggested forming a three-
member negotiating com-
mittee. “The council is the
one that signs the deed
away.”

Ely broadband

project

Harold Langowski,
Economic Development
Consultant John Fedo,and
community leader Wende
Nelson joined more than
150 broadband leaders
from across rural
Minnesota last month to
compare approaches to
expanding access to, and
use of, high-speed Internet.

The Border to Border
Broadband: Bridging the
Gaps — Expanding the
Impact conference, co-
hosted by Blandin
Foundation and the
Minnesota Office of
Broadband Development,
highlighted the many ways
broadband is creating new
opportunities for rural com-
munities.

“Ely has a lot to be
proud of,” said Dr.
Kathleen Annette, presi-
dent and CEO of Blandin
Foundation. “Local leaders
are creating a broadband-
enhanced future them-
selves when others
wouldn’t do it for them.

Their vision will propel
the community forward.”

Research unveiled at
the conference found that
St.Louis County could see
more than $57.3 million in
economic benefits over 15
years if broadband access
and use improved. Tech
expert Robert Gallardo,
assistant director at the
Purdue Center for Regional
Development, produced
profiles of all Minnesota
counties using his Digital
Divide Index. St. Louis
County placed firstas com-
pared to Minnesota’s 86
other counties in potential
benefits.

As leaders in rural

broadband work,
Langowski, Fedo and
Nelson were central to the
conference sharing and
learning. A Blandin
Broadband Community,
Ely leaders are investing
in projects such as online
marketing training for
small businesses, a com-
munity website showcas-
ing Ely’s best features,and
a technology center for
entrepreneurs and visitors.

Communities are start-
ing to see the direct eco-
nomic impact of broadband
investments like those in
Ely. Blandin Foundation-
commissioned research
released at the conference

analyzed these impacts in
five rural Minnesota com-
munities. Findings indi-
cate thateconomic benefits
in each community will
surpass public broadband
investment in one to Six
years. Information and
resources on how these
counties are making the
most of their broadband
investments can be found
atwww.mnbroadbandcas-
estudies.org.

All the conference pro-
ceedings, including the
county-by-county Digital
Divide Index for
Minnesota, are online
at www.blandinonbroad-
band.org.

Scenic { Rivers

HEALTH SERVICES
Providing C?WW7 and &omWowpﬂ"a Care
FOR
Every Patient at Every Visit
COOK MEDICAL

20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941
COOK DENTAL

TOWER CLINICS

Bruce Garbisch, MD
Matthew Holmes, MD
Harold Johnston, MD
Josie Norberg Lopez, MD
Nicholas Vidor, MD

_f]in

12 S River Street, Cook MN
Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Your Local Providers

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Emily Hadrava, CFNP
Aaron Heaslet, PA

1 - 8 7 7 - 5 41 - 2 81 7 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building
Open Monday through Friday

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405
DENTAL (218) 753-6061

Bruce Baker, DDS
Richard Devorak, DDS
Ehab Rezk, DDS
Duane Sushoreba, DDS

Through Cook Hospital

Festival of Trees

Welcome to Northwoods Partners
15th Annual Festival of Trees, where
beautifully decorated trees and
wreaths transform the lobby of the
Grand Ely Lodge into a winter
wonderland for a silent auction from
Nov. 23 - Dec. 3. Lighting Ceremony
At 5 pm on Thanksgiving evening
with refreshments and entertainment.

Thanksgiving Night Shopping
Join us for a longstanding tradition
that is part of our charming, small
town culture. Since the eighties, Ely
merchants have been welcoming
people with goodies and holiday
" cheer for Thanksgiving Night Shop-
ping. It starts at 6 pm. Bundle up
and take a stroll through downtown
and share this neighborly tradition
with us. Sponsored by Ely Merchants

Holiday Fantasy

Nov. 24 & 25 Fri Noon -4, Sat 10 -2
Miners Dry at the Pioneer Mine will be
turned into a Christmas Fantasy with
carolers, kid’s crafts, sleigh rides, &
more! Many artists and craftsman
showcase and sell their art, hand-
crafted items. Sponsored by Ely
Greenstone Public Art and Stone

Soup Events.

Small Town Christmas
Saturday, November 25 10 am - 5 pm

There is something special about Christmas
in a small town - darting in and out of
beautifully decorated shop. Friendly
merchants help you find that perfect gift from
a great selection of unique items and quality
gifts. Sign up at each participating merchant
for a chance to win $20 in Chamber Bucks -
many chances to win!
Sponsored by Ely Chamber of Commerce.

Holiday Parade/City Tree Lighting
Saturday, November 25 5 pm

Celebrate the magic of the season with this
Ely tradition. The parade begins at 5 pm
and is followed by the City’s Tree Lighting
at Whiteside Park. Complimentary hot
refreshments and cookies will be served.
Sponsored by Ely Chamber of Commerce
and City of Ely.

Mrs. Claus Holiday Party
Saturday, December 9 1 -3 pm

Join us at Amici’'s Event Center for this free
event with games, activities, cookie deco-
rating, dancing, storytelling, hot chocolate
and hot cider. Don’t forget to bring your list
for Santa as he will be stopping in for a visit.
Every child gets a bag of goodies. While in
town, stop by our shops for holiday gifts!
Sponsored by Ely Chamber of Commerce.
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ELY -TheEly School
Board, Monday, author-
ized entering into a coop-
erative agreement with the
Eveleth-Gilbert School
District to provide an
opportunity for students to
participate in girls hockey
this season.

Just one Ely female
student has indicated a
desire to play girls hockey.
The decision was easy for
school board members this
week because ISD 696 will
have no financial obliga-
tion in the agreement. All
fees assessed are the
responsibility of the par-
ticipant.

Ely Athletic Director
Tom Coombe was author-
ized by the school board
to explore the idea last
spring. “The brakes were
put on over the summer
because the one girl (who
hoped to participate in girls
hockey) was leaning more
toward playing in our boys
program,” Coombe said.
“Sherecently had achange
of heart, so we sped things
up to get an agreement.

Ely student drug
overdose leads

to two arrests

ELY - An Ely high
school student’s apparent
drug overdose during the
school day last week led to
drug-related arrests of a
mother and daughter at a
residence just south of the
school campus.

A male student was
found collapsed in the
hallway outside the high
school office atabout 1 p.m.
on Friday, Nov. 3, accord-
ing to school officials. “The

Their girls hockey season
is actually under way.”
Eveleth-Gilbert’s first
game was Wednesday
night.

“Eveleth has been very
receptive, and the state
high school league has
given their conditional
approval,” he said.
“Eveleth-Gilbert has the
responsibility of getting a
majority of the schools in
the section to agree to this
last-minute co-op.”

The Ely School
District has had girls
hockey co-op arrange-
ments off and on for the
last 15 years or so. “Back
in the early 2000s, we had
a co-op with Eveleth
Gilbert, then there was the
Ely-Babbitt-Embarrass
team that was in existence
for four or five years,”
Coombe said. After that a
co-op was in place with
Silver Bay that lasted a
couple of years.

“For the last two or
three years, there hasn’t
been any interest in girls
hockey,and now there is,”

Ely Area Ambulance and
Ely Police Department
were called and respond-
ed and stabilized a student
who was found non-
responsive,” said Ely
Memorial High School
Principal Megan Anderson.
“The student was taken to
the hospital. The student is
back in school,” Anderson
said.

The Ely Police
Department questioned the
student and his parent fol-
lowing the incident. A judge
authorized a search warrant
at 630 East Pattison Street

ELY SCHOOL BOARD

Ely OKs girls hockey co-op for one student

he said. “Irecommend this
co-op. Number one, there
isno costto the district,and
number two, it provides an
additional opportunity for
a girl who would like to
play girls hockey, and this
keeps the student in our
school district.”

Washington, D.C.
senior class trip

After more than two
decades and more than
1,000 participants, the
annual senior class trip to
Washington, D.C., was
again approved by the Ely
School Board. The educa-
tional adventure will take
place March 22-26,2018.

“For23 years, students
from Ely High School,
parents, faculty and com-
munity members have had
the opportunity to tour our
nation’s capital on one of
the most exciting and edu-
cational trips they will ever
take,” wrote Frank
Ivancich, history teacher
and trip coordinator, in a
letter to the school board.

the next day that resulted
in the seizure of
Oxycodone, at least 40
grams of marijuana, more
than $300 in cash and other
drug paraphernalia.
Felony charges of pos-
session of controlled sub-
stances and possession of
drug paraphernalia were
brought against Moneac
Butler, 48, and her daugh-
ter, Shawna Butler, 20.
The charges carry a
maximum fine of five years
injailand ora$10,000 fine.

Jury awards $2 million

judgment against Lake Gty.
REGIONAL— A jury has awarded
aFlorida-based contractor a$2.08 million
judgmentagainst Lake County for unpaid
bills associated with the Lake Connections

broadband project.

The project helped to expand high-
speed fiber connections to hundreds of
homes and businesses in Lake County and
portions of eastern St. Louis County, but
fell into financial difficulty as federal grant

project.

dollars ran out before completion of the

The Floridacompany, Rohl Networks,
had been the primary contractor on the
project and had filed suit against Lake
County for unpaid work, after the county
assumed liability for Lake Connections,

the independent entity that originally

comment.

builtand intended to operate the new broad-
band service.

The Lake County administrator did
not respond to questions or a request for

Members wanted

for trail board
REGIONAL-The
steering committee for the
development of the Lake
Vermilion Trail is in the
process of seeking indi-
viduals to form the Lake
Vermilion Trail Joint
Powers Board. The Joint
Powers Agreement has
been finalized and agreed
upon between the cities of
Cook and Tower, the Bois
Forte Band of Chippewa;
the townships of Beatty,
Greenwood, Kugler,
Owens, Vermilion Lake, as

well as unorganized
Townships 62-17 and 63-
17. Members of the St.
Louis County Board have
expressed interestin joining
the agreement and will vote
ontheissue later this month.

Eachlocal government
entity listed in the agree-
ment will own part of the
40-mile trail and will have
arepresentative to serve on
the Joint Powers Board.
The ten-member board will
direct the developmentand
maintenance operations,
marketing and promotion,
as well as fundraising for
the Lake Vermilion Trail.

The scenic paved trail
will be a non-motorized,
multi-use trail near the
south shore of Lake
Vermilion, connecting the
cities of Cook and Tower.

People who are inter-
estedin serving on the Joint
Powers Board should
contact their local town-
ship, city or tribal council.
Anyone can be a trail vol-
unteer; contact Carol Booth
at 218-666-5990. More
information about the Lake
Vermilion Trail can be found
at www.lakevermilion-
trail.org or Facebook/lakev-
ermiliontrail.
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Here today...
here tomorrow.

With 25+ years of serving patients in the Virginia
area, Dr. Jeff Melicher appreciates the values of

community. Keeping his practice local with a 5-day-
a-week Exam Schedule. Appointments are generally
available within a week on a day of your choice.

Exams 10 - 6
Monday-Friday
741-3000

advoptical.com

ADVANCED

Plaza 53 West in Mountain Iron/Virginia

Family Eye Care Center

Beat the rush, make your year-end exam
appointment this week. Be ready for our...

12 Pays of Christmas Specials
L L TETETTETTETTET TR L 2.2

The annual trip is also coor-
dinated by teacher Robert
Simonich and Jeff
Anderson, former student,
aidetoRepRick Nolan,and
tour guide. “Ithas been our
pleasure to organize and
coordinate this trip since
its inception in 1995.”

The trip costs justover
$1,000 per person. Students
have the opportunity to
work at fund-raising events
like spaghetti dinners to
help pay for the trip.

Trip participants leave
Ely High School early on
March 22 for a bus trip to
Minneapolis Airport where
they catch a flight to
Reagan International
Airport. The first day is
filled with opportunities
to meet Rep. Nolan, Sens.
Amy Klobuchar and Al
Franken, tour the U.S.
Capitol, Library of
Congress, and the
Smithsonian Air & Space
Museum.

The trip will include
tours of Mt. Vernon,
Arlington National
Cemetery, National Gallery

St. Louis Gounty
receives $675,000

opioid grant
REGIONAL- Lt.
Governor Tina Smith and
Human Services
Commissioner Emily Piper
announced on Nov. 3 that
the state will be investing
$16.6 million dollars in
grant money across the
state including a $675,000
grant to St. Louis County.
“Opioid overdose
deaths have increased in
Minnesota by 430 percent
since 2000. These

of Art, Kennedy Center and
a production of “Shear
Madness,” the White
House, Holocaust
Museum, various monu-
ments, Gettysburg Museum
and battle fields, World
War II Museum, Embassy
Row, National Cathedral,
Ford Theater, and other
historical monuments.

Other husiness

In other business, the
board took the following
action:

» Approved the res-
ignation of Brian Lamppa
as head coach of the boys
football team, effective
Nov. 1, 2017. “Brian has
done a great job with our
teams over the lasteight or
nine years,” said Board
Chair Ray Marsnick. “He
will be missed.” A letter of
thanks will be sent to the
coach, who is anticipated
to retire from his teaching
position at the end of the
school year;

» Authorized profes-
sional growth subsidies in

Minnesotans were our
friends, neighbors, and
family members,” said Lt.
Governor Tina Smith.
“These new grants will
help more Minnesotans all
across the state get the
assistance they need before
it’s too late. In the 2018
Legislative Session our
administration will con-
tinue to urge the Legislature
to make additional
resources available for
Minnesotans in need.”

St. Louis County will
use the grant money to
expand access tonaloxone,

the amount of $7,250 to the
Ely Education Association;

» Accepted the res-
ignation of Cheri Debeltz
from the part-time para-
professional position,
effective Oct. 27,2017,

» Ratified the agree-
mentbetween ISD 696 and
Local Union No. 295 for
the period July 1,2017,to
June 30,2019;

» Renewed Jake
Myers for the assistant
hockey coach position;

» Approved the fol-
lowing volunteer assistant
coaches: Billy Foy,hockey
coach; Mike Keller, junior
high boys basketball; Jake
Vanderbeek,Rob Mattson,
boys basketball; Tom
Omerza, Nate Kallberg,
Mark Krekelberg, John
Meyer, girls basketball;
and Laura Eilrich, Liz
Anderson, Will Helms,
Mary Schwinghamer,
Adam Feichtinger, Barb
Thompson, Jeff Nelson,
Margaret Waechter, Molly
Olson, Megan Devine,
Heather Durkin, Travis
Durkin, Nordic skiing.

a drug that serves as an
immediate life-saving anti-
dote to opioid overdose.
The grant will also allow
St. Louis County to offer
training to prescribers,
pharmacists, student
leaders, local coalitions
and drug court participants
and their families in the dis-
tribution and use of nalox-
one. The county will also
deliver naloxone directly to
opioid users, fund a clean
syringe exchange,and offer
HIV HEP-C testing.

Two suffer minor

injuries on Hwy. 53

OWENS TWP- A
2017 Ford F150 driven by
David J. Schunk of Britt
was headed eastbound on

Leander Road when he
attempted to cross Hwy.53.
The Ford struck a 2013
Dodge Caravan,driven by
David P. Arjavec of
Eveleth,traveling north on
Hwy. 53. Both men were

not wearing their seatbelts
at the time of the incident.
Both men sustained non-
life threatening injuries and
were seen at Cook Hospital.
Road conditions were dry
and alcohol was nota factor.
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Deals

SOME of our
7 BEST PRICES
of the YEAR!

GET EMPLOYEE PRICING...
On 2017 Model Year

 TAHOE, SUBURBAN, SILVERADO, COLORADO -
.-~ CAWARO AND CORVETTEMODELS! =

‘ﬂ...._.._.‘-'

0% OFF MSRP on2017 MODEL YEAR...

Cruze, Malibu, Sonic and Impala Models and

10% OFF MSRP on2018 MODEL YEAR
Cruze and Malibu Models!

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2017 Chevrolet Malibu LS
2016 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ - crew cab - Midnight Edition.................... $42,990
2016 Chevrolet Cruze Premier - only 12,000 miles
2015 Ford Explorer - 4x4, local trade in ................
2015 Ram 1500 - Express quad cab 4x4.........
2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude - 4x4......... .
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LS - AWD .....
2014 Chevrolet Sonic LTZ - heated leather, certified
2014 Chevrolet Cruze - LT, low miles
2014 Buick Encore - AWD
2013 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ - crew cab, 4x4, 1 owner
2013 Chevrolet Silverado LT 2500 HD - Ext cab long box
2013 Ford Explorer XLT - 4x4, heated leather, local trade
2011 Chevrolet Traverse LT - AWD, 1 owner

.......................... $16,990

....................... $17,990
.......................... $28,990

........................ $17,990
.......................... $10,990

..$17,990
...$10,990
................... $11,990

...................... $23,990

Waschke

FAMILY DRIVEN

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

YA WASGHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET. COOK

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN ¢ 218-666-5901 * 1-800-238-4545

Lorn
Koski
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BITTER BOWL

North Woods falls to Nevis in brutal weather in
first round of the Nineman state tournament

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

BEMIDJI— The Grizzlies faced a bitter
wind in more ways than one during their
opening round state tournament match-up
with Section 6 Nineman champions Nevis
here last Friday evening.

With temperatures in the mid-teens, and
with a 20-mile per hour wind blowing off
Lake Bemidji, the conditions were downright
brutal. “I don’t think words could describe it
if youdidn’texperienceit,” said North Woods
Head Coach John Jirik. “The windchill was
about zero and everybody out there was pretty
much in misery.”

And for North Woods, the misery never
let up as the Tigers’ relentless ground game
proved nearly unstoppable. “They were able
to run their offense like we thought they
would,” said Jirik, who expected a high-
scoring game. “The way they stopped us was
a bit more of a surprise.”

At9-1 coming into the game, the Grizzlies
had been able to

rely all seasonlong ‘ ‘ The way

on a well-rounded

offense, led by they Stopped

senior running- .
back Brendan us wds 4 blt

Parson, senior full-

back Garrett more Ofa
Abramson, and Surprise.

senior quarterback

Tatteson,}yhose Head Coach
passing ability — John Jirik
along with the sure

hands of junior wide receiver Tanner Barto—
had provided North Woods with the ability to
score early and often. Since losing their season
opener to Cromwell, the Grizzlies had averaged
486 yards and 44 points a game before their
state tournament showdown.

But it was Nevis, at 8-2, that seemed the
more powerful team. “They’re very good,”
said Jirik after the game. While weather con-
ditions weren’t conducive to the Grizzlies’
passing attack, Jirik said Nevis likely would
have won even under perfect conditions. “I
think they were the better team,” he said.

Nevis went to work from the opening
kickoff, as they halted the Grizzlies’ first
attempted drive and took the lead for good as
they quickly converted their first two posses-
sions for six points apiece.

North Woods seemed to rebound in their
next possession, as nice runs by Parson and
Abramson kept the Grizzlies moving forward.
Abramson later scored on a three-yard plunge
up the middle, to put North Woods on the
board. When Olson connected with Barto for
the conversion, the Grizzlies were briefly
back in the game, down just 12-8.

But Nevis proved relentless as their
outside running game keptracking up yardage
almost at will. The Tigers, averaging eight
yards a carry, racked up an astonishing 246-
yards rushing in the first half alone. They

See GRIZZLIES...pg 5B

Top:

Fans were bundled
up against the
chill. At kickoff,
temperatures were
in the mid-teens,
with a stiff wind
blowing off of
nearby Lake
Bemidiji.

Above:

Nevis
linebacker
Tucker Roehl
grabs

Grizzlies
runningback
Brendan Parson
during last Friday’s
state Nineman
tournament
matchup.

Left:
Grizzlies players
react to the loss.

photos by C. Stone

Serving northern
St. Louis County
since 1989

SWIMMING

NER/Ely
won’t send
swimmers
to state

by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

HIBBING — The young
NER/Ely swim team won’t be
sending any swimmers to state
this year, but Head Coach Jason
Limp said there was a lot to like
in his team’s section perform-
ance.

The team participated in the
two-day Section 7A semifinals
and finals, held last Thursday
and Saturday.

“We had an amazing section
meet,” said Limp. “The girls
worked so hard over the course
of an extremely tough season,
and it shows in the results.”

With the NER pool in the
midst of a major construction
project, the team had few practice
sessions to start the season. The
girls hung in there, said Limp,
and the team was able to host
two swim meets toward the end
of the regular season as con-
struction at the school wound
down.

NER/Ely did have some
strong performances in last
week’s competition. “Standout
swims for us were Kayla
Mellesmoen in the 50 and 100
freestyle and Brooke Pasmick
inthe 50 freestyle and 100 back-
stroke,” said Limp. Pasmick fin-
ished eighth in the 50 freestyle
and tenth in the 100 backstroke,
while Mellesmoen finished tenth
inthe 50 freestyle and thirteenth
in the 100 freestyle.

“We just missed having two
relay teams in the finals but the
girls still dropped aton of time,”
said Limp. “Every year we are
getting better and sending more
swimmers back on the second
day for individual swims in the
finals and consolation heats.”

The team has the opportunity
to improve for next year as they
will lose just two seniors.
Meanwhile, seventh and eighth-
graders made up three-quarters
of the team this year. “I am so
proud of my girls this season
and what they have accom-
plished,” added Limp.

TOP INDIVIDUAL/ RELAY

FINAL RESULTS

50 YD FREESTYLE

8. Brooke Pasmick 26.47

10.KaylaMellesmoen 26.77

100 YD FREESTYLE
13.KaylaMellesmoen 59 45

100 YD BACKSTROKE
10.Brooke Pasmick 1:08.76

200 YD MEDLEY RELAY

11.Kelly Thompson,Maarja
Faltesek, Lilly Tedrick, Shalyla
Zaverl 2:26 42

200 YD FREESTYLYE

RELAY

10. Kayla Mellesmoen,
Laura Pasmick, Shayla Zaverl,
Brooke Pasmick 4:14.43

SECTION 7A TEAM
STANDINGS

1. Hibbing 415

2. Mesabi East 394.5

3. Duluth Denfield 237

4. Two Harbors-

Silver Bay 220
5.C-E-CLumberjacks218.5
6. International Falls 186
7. Eveleth-Gilbert 165

8. Virginia 141
9.Proctor-Hermantown 138
10.Northeast Range-Ely 67
11. Chisholm 52
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GOMMUNITY EVENTS AND

D MOTICES

Gifts That Give Fair on Nov. 18

ELY- Ely’s 13th Annual Gifts That Give Fair
will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 18. Take part in the growing holiday tradition
of giving gifts that help those in need in the name
of friends and family. It is the chance to give in the
spirit of the season and benefit worthy organiza-
tions, both local and global. A lunch of soup, bread
and dessert will be available (with a free-will dona-
tion to the Ely Food Shelf). There will be special
activities for children.

Ruby’s Pantry on Nov. 25 in Babbitt
BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry food distribution at
the Babbitt Municipal Center (71 South Drive) will
be on Saturday, Nov. 25 (fourth Saturday of each
month) from 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. $20
cash donation buys an abundance of food. No
income or residency guidelines. Bring two large
boxes or baskets. Sponsored by St. Pius X Catholic
Church. Volunteers are always welcome.

“To Venture Out: Courage in
Our World” on Nov. 19 at

Mesabi Unitarian

VIRGINIA- On Sunday, Nov. 19, Reverend
Suzanne Wasilczuk will present “To Venture Out:
Courage in Our World” at Mesabi Unitarian
Universalist Church at 10:30 a.m.

Join us as we investigate these questions: What
holds us back? What holds us down? From where
do we get the strength to go out and do what needs
to be done? How are we
courageous?

Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church is
located at 230 7th St. S in Virginia. Usual services
are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. A parent/infant area is
provided, as is toddler care, and religious educa-
tion is provided for the over fives. All are welcome
and we are handicap accessible.

AEOA Pancake Fundraiser on Nov. 24

REGIONAL- Limited government funding has
made it difficult to meet the area’s homeless
shelter needs. In the last year, AEOA Homeless
Shelters had to turn away 1,203 individuals due to
limited space and more than 70 percent of the
people who did stay at the emergency shelter had
physical and/or mental health conditions. Being
homeless is not a choice, but giving is.

To help alleviate growing costs, AEOA
Homeless Shelters will be having a Pancake Feed
Fundraiser on Friday, Nov. 24 from 5 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Mt. Iron Community Center. Money
raised will be used to directly fund our area home-
less shelters located in Virginia and Hibbing which
serve all of Northern St. Louis County. Tickets are
$8 for adults and children 6 and under are free.
Please contact Liz Young at 218-735-6873 with
any questions or if your company would like to
donate to or sponsor our event.

Vermilion Penguins to meet
Wednesday, Dec. 6

TOWER- The Vermilion Penguins
Snowmobile Club will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 6
at 7 p.m. at Fortune Bay. All members and interest-
ed community residents are encouraged to attend.

The club’s Christmas Party will be held on

NORTHWOODS PARTNERS

Festival of Trees hegms Nov 23 in Elv

ELY- Northwoods Partners’
annual Festival of Trees will take
place at the Grand Ely Lodge from
Nov. 23 through Dec. 3. “This fes-
tival is made possible through the
generous contributions from many
local businesses and community
members. Many talented individu-
als help transform the Grand Ely
Lodge lobby into a winter wonder-
land filled with decorated trees and
wreaths. We are so grateful to all the
individuals who help make the
Festival of Trees a wonderful
fundraising event to support servic-
es forour area seniors and caregivers,”
said Executive Director Lisa Porthan.

The community is invited to the
opening and lighting ceremony on
Thanksgiving evening at 5 p.m.
Come join family and friends for
refreshments and entertainment by
Bernie Palcher from 5 - 6 p.m. The
lighting of the trees is an occasion
you won’t want to miss!

Begin your holiday shopping at
the Northwoods Partners Christmas
Boutique. This talented community
provides a wonderful selection of

Get in the holiday spirit at the Festival of Trees at Grand Ely
Lodge, Nov. 23 through Dec. 3. submitted photo

hand-made gift items available for
purchase. In addition, there will be
a raffle for a queen size quilt made
by the talented Nancy Andreae. Enjoy
taking a stroll through the lighted
winter wonderland and place a bid
on the beautifully decorated trees or

wreaths. The bidding for these dec-
orated items begins on Thanksgiving
night and continues until 12 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec.3.Be sure tocome back
often to check your bid! All winners
will be notified to pick up theiritems
at the Grand Ely Lodge.

Orr Snow Gity celgﬁration on Dec. 2

ORR - Get ready to jumpstart
the holiday season as Orr hosts its
annual Snow City celebration on
Saturday,Dec.2.This popular holiday
tradition, sponsored by the Orr
Chamber of Commerce, includes a
day full of holiday activities. The fes-
tival begins with an all-you-can-eat
pancake breakfast at the Orr American
Legion from 7-10 a.m. followed by
acraft show from 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.
— 3:30 p.m. and will feature soup,
hot dogs, hot chocolate, coffee and
water.

The popular Snow City Parade
begins at 1 p.m.Toregister your float
for the parade, please call Shannon
at 218-757-3200 or you may also
come to line up that day. There will
be cash prizes for the top three floats.
Parade line-up is at Wally’s
Auto. After the parade, stop by the
American Legion for achance to visit
with Santa and Mrs. Claus. The fes-
tivities conclude with the Virgie
Hegg Lights of Love ceremony at

Don t miss the annual Snow C|ty Parade at 1 p.m.on Dec 2.

file photo

5:30 p.m., which will be held this
year at the Orr Center in Orr, the old
Orr School. Refreshments will be
served after the tree lighting.
Tables are still available for the
craft show. To reserve your spot,
please call Veronica at 218-757-

0070.Medallion Hunt daily clues will
be posted starting on Monday, Nov.
27 at the Orr Post Office and on the
Orr Area Chamber Facebook page
by 10 a.m. daily. Claim your prize
at Re/Max Lake Country in Orr.

HOSPICE

Annual Lights of Love campaign is underway

REGIONAL- The

3 at the Lake Vermilion

Friday, Dec. 8 at the Vermilion Club with social
hour at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. Please RSVP to
Autumn at the VC by Dec. 1, by calling 218-753-
6277. If you so choose, bring an inexpensive gift
for the holiday gift exchange.

NAMI support group for families

VIRGINIA- NAMI Minnesota (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) sponsors free support
groups for families and friends of individuals
living with a mental illness. Led by trained facilita-
tors who also have a family member with mental
illness, the support groups help families develop
better coping skills and find strength through
sharing their experiences. A family support group
meets in Virginia on the second Tuesday of each
month, from 6 - 7 p.m., at Essentia-Health Medical
Arts Clinic, 901 9th St. N., in McMillan Room B.
For information, call Dan at 218-290-5461.

TOWER BINGO

r
I TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower
I on Monday, Dec. 4 at the Tower Civic Center from
11:45 am. -3 p.m. There is a $10 charge for the
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch is
served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at
12:45p.m.Senior Bingo is organized by the Friends
of the Vermilion Country Charter School. In case
of inclement weather or school cancellation, bingo

may be cancelled. Questions, call Jodi Summit at
218-753-2950.

I Upcoming dates for 2017:

I Monday, December 4

I No bingo in January
Monday, February 5

I Monday, March 5

Monday, Dec. 4 |

27th annual VHHP Lights
of Love campaign, our
largest fundraiser of the
year, begins in November
to commemorate National
Hospice Month and
National Family
Caregivers Month. Last
year’s Lights of Love raised
over $6,300. Fundraising
goals are achieved through
the dedicated efforts of our
Board of Directors working
together with a communi-

CookVFW

Open Daily at Noon
CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks

Bar Menu & Pizza
Available

Event Rentals
Welcome
218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool
Thursday Bingo

Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.

Hamburger Special

Take-Out 666-0500

ty of supporting individu-
als and businesses. We
invite you to continue the
tradition of remembering
and honoring loved ones by
supporting VHHP through
this Lights of Love cam-
paign.

Our mission is to bring
comfort care services to
enrolled hospice patients
and their families in our
local communities. VHHP
sponsors two education
scholarships for students
enrolled in the North
Woods School and Tower
enrollment area, pursuing
a medical career, and one
for college students.

Your tax-deductible
donation will help light
the trees at the holiday cel-
ebrations in Cook,Orrand
Tower in support of local

hospice patients and their
families. Donations may
be given in honor or
memory of aloved one. Ice
candles are be available for
purchase to be displayed as
part of the tree lighting
ceremonies. All Lights of
Love contributions and
dedications will be pub-
lished in local area news-
papers during the month of
January, unless otherwise
indicated on the attached
form.

Please mark your cal-
endars and join us for the
Lights of Love tree light-
ing and caroling which will
take place at the Cook
Community Center on
Friday, Dec. 1 at 5 p.m.,
Orr’s Community Center
on Saturday, Dec.2 at5:30
p-m. and on Sunday, Dec.

Cultural Center at 4 p.m.
You are also invited to join
us following the cere-
monies for coffee, cider and
treats.

For more information
about Virgie Hegg Hospice
Partners, visit our website
atwww.vhhp.org or contact
Liz Cheney (Program
Director) at 780-8907 or
Shawna Kishel
(Chairperson) at 666-5096.
To make a donation, you
can find a form on our
website. Please make
checks payable to VHHP
Lights of Love and mail to
PO Box 244, Cook, MN
55723. PayPalis also avail-
able via our website.

Artisan Market:
Crafts to Crops at
MDC, Nov. 18

CHISHOLM- Find
the perfect gift for
Christmas, a birthday, a
wedding, or just something
fun for yourself on
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the MN
Discovery Center. Shop for
home decor, candles,
knitted items, kitchen
towels, photography, and
much, much more.

Admission will be free
that day with a non-per-
ishable food item(s) or a
$5 cash donation to the
local food shelf.

Hospice helps
patients and
families focus on

quality of life
REGIONAL -
November is National
Hospice and Palliative Care
Month so programs across
the country are reaching out
to raise awareness about
hospice and palliative care.
Hospice is not a place but
is high-quality care that
enables patients and fam-
ilies to focus on living as
fully as possible despite a
life-limiting illness.
Palliative care brings this
holistic model of care to

people earlier in the course
of a serious illness.
More information
about hospice, palliative
care, and advance care
planning is available from
Fairview Range Home
Care and Hospice in
Hibbing by calling 218-
262-6982 or International
Falls by calling 218-283-
3031. Office hours are 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, or you can
visit us online at
www.range.fairview.org.
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GOMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

The North Woods Grizzlies football team got a grand send-off last Friday as they got ready to
travel to Bemidji for their state tournament game. The team lost to Nevis, see story on page 1B.

photos by M. Roach

ELY WINTER FESTIVAL

2018 Ely ArtWalk artists wanted

ELY- Artists, it’s that time again.
Believe it or not, the 2018 Ely
ArtWalk is just around the corner,
Feb. 1-11.The show will once again
be held during the Ely Winter Festival.
Our non-competitive, non-profit
display of Ely’s creative talent will
be the 19th edition of Ely’s hardy
midwinter window-shopping event.
Traditionally more than 40 busi-
nesses participate by offering their
store windows as acity-wide gallery.
ArtWalk entry registrations are due
on Monday, Dec. 11.

Paper entry forms can be found
at Kess Gallery, Art & Soul Gallery
and the Chamber of Commerce.
Artists can register at www.elyart-
walk.org, which canalso be accessed
through www.elywinterfestival.com.
Individual entries require a $10 fee
and groups may register for $30.
Those with PayPal accounts can pay
online, the most popular method, but
other options are detailed on the site
and in the paper application.

The Ely ArtWalk draws many
visitors from all around the

Arrowhead and beyond. Most of the
work can be purchased and one
hundred percent of sales go to the
artists. The event is made possible,
in part, by Minnesota voters through
legislative appropriations to the arts
and cultural fund via the Arrowhead
Regional Arts Council. Additional
support comes from the Donald G.
Gardner Humanities Trust Fund and
the Ely Chamber of Commerce.

Hospice helps patients and families focus on guality of life

REGIONAL- November is
National Hospice and Palliative Care
Month so these programs across the
country are reaching out to raise
awareness about hospice and pal-
liative care. Hospice is not a place
but is high-quality care that enables
patients and families to focus on living

as fully as possible despite a life-lim-
iting illness. Palliative care brings
this holistic model of care to people
earlier in the course of a serious
illness.

More information about hospice,
palliative care, and advance care
planning is available from Fairview

Range Home Care and Hospice in
Hibbing by calling 218-262-6982 or
International Falls by calling 218-
283-3031. Office hours are 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
or you can visit us online at
www.range.fairview.org.

6-9 PM

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

VERMILION CLUB|
& POORGARY'S PIZZA A\

SALE & TASTING.

Thursday, Nov. 30

Taste a variety of
seasonal favorites and then
stock up for holiday entertaining

timberjay.com

BENEI-'I'I‘

ror KEN
ERICKSON

Spaghetti Feed
Friday, Nov. 24

Embarrass Timber Hall
Noon to 5 p.m.

spaghetti meal, raffles, silent auction
and bean bag tournament

CHRISTOPHER DAVID HANSON BAND

Music Benefit - Same Night!
7 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT at
The Shack Bar, Hwy 169 in Pike

Ken was recently diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s

Disease/ALS. He is a long-time resident of the

Embarrass-Tower area, married for 25 years,
and the father of two boys.

Virginia Senior Center hosting craft

and hake sale on Nov. 25

VIRGINIA- Lena’s Craft and Bake Sale will be
held at the Virginia Senior Center on Saturday, Nov.
25 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. There will be something
for everyone. The center is located at 511 Chestnut
St. (across from Goodwill), and additional parking
is available at the rear of the building.

Ladies of Kaleva Holiday Bazaar
on Saturday, Nov. 18

VIRGINIA- The Ladies of Kaleva will be
holding their 49th Annual “Finnish-American
Holiday” Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Historic Kaleva Hall, built in 1906
at 125 3rd St. N in Virginia. The bazaar will feature
lastu, pulla (Finnish cardamom biscuit), homemade
candies, hand-made crafts, sisu hats and totes, cook-
books, live music and raffles. Raffle tickets can be
purchased from Kaleva Ladies or at the bazaar for
$1. The grand prize is $500. Coffee an’ will be
served from 9-10:30 a.m. Lunch will be from 11
a.m.— 1 p.m. and includes ham balls, cheesy pota-
toes, cranberry salad, a dessert and beverage. The
cost is $8 for adults and $5 for children 12 and
under. The bazaar is holiday fun for the whole
family and Santa will be visiting too!

Alpha-1 awareness: should you get

tested?

REGIONAL- Two people in our community
have recently been diagnosed with Alpha-1. You
may not have heard of Alpha-1 before because it is
somewhat rare and often goes undiagnosed, or is
misdiagnosed as other lung conditions.

Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency is a genetic
condition, meaning that the condition is passed on
from parents to their children. Doctors often misdi-
agnose Alpha-1 as asthma or smoking-related
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD).
The American Thoracic Society and the European
Respiratory Society recommend that everyone diag-
nosed with COPD, emphysema, or asthma that is
not completely reversible with aggressive treatment
be tested for Alpha-1.

Alpha-1 can result in serious lung disease in
adults and/or liver disease at any age. About 1 in
every 2,500 Americans has Alpha-1 and Alpha-1
has been identified in virtually all populations. The
estimated 19 million people in the U.S. who have
one normal and one defective Alpha-1 gene are
called “carriers”. Carriers may pass the defective
gene on to their children.

The most common signs and symptoms of
Alpha-1 are shortness of breath, wheezing, chronic
cough and sputum (phlegm) production, chronic
bronchitis, recurring chest colds, decreased exercise
tolerance, bronchiectasis, unexplained liver disease
or elevated liver enzymes, eyes and skin turning
yellow (jaundice), and swelling of the abdomen
(ascites).

Alpha-1 is the most common known genetic
risk factor for emphysema and can lead to lung
destruction and liver disease. The most serious liver
diseases are cirrhosis and liver cancer.

You can be checked for Alpha-1 with a simple
blood test. For more information, call the Alpha-1
foundation toll-free at 1-877-228-7321 or visit
www.alphal .org.

Vendors needed for Tower Holiday

Craft Show set for Dec. 9

TOWER- The Tower Holiday Craft Show will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 9 a.m.— 3 p.m. at
the Tower Civic Center. A few tables are still avail-
able at $20 each (limit two 8-ft. tables per vendor)
and must be reserved and paid for in advance.
Checks can be made out to Friends of VCS and
mailed to Vermilion Country School, PO Box 629,
Tower, MN 55790 or can be dropped off at the
charter school or at the Timberjay office in Tower.
For more information, call Jodi Summit at 218-753-
2950.

Pizzas, Pasta

& More!
Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!

Winter Hours * Open 4 PM to 9 PM Daily
WE DELIVER!

vgedgf Breakfast

Retreat & Conference Center
* Right on the Mesabi
Snowmobile Trail!
¢ Close to Lake Vermilion
+ Affordable Rates

Book * Comfortable & Cozy
your ( Snowmobiles Welcome! j

" boliday call & see what we have to offer
parties
no

Park Inn

218.753.2333 + 30 Center St, Soudan
vermilionparkinn.com
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2017 FIREARMS DEER SEASON

Buck harvest down; antlerless take way up

Hunters reporting limited rutting activity which seems to be restricting deer movement and hunter success

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Area Deer Harvest

Managing Editor
Results through Tuesday, Nov. 15
Year Bucks Antlerless Total

»

kind of scientific term typically
deployed by most wildlife biol-
ogists, but it aptly describes a
year in which many hunters are
reporting seeing plenty of deer,
but relatively few antlers.

harvest. A significant increase in
the number of antlerless permits
issued this year in the DNR’s
Tower work area (which encom-
passes much of northern St.Louis
and Lake counties) along with

REGIONAL — Hunters have
taken fewer bucks in 2017 than
atthis point of the regular firearms

deer season last year, but a 142- Rusch said he’s one of those  the shift of some zones to hunter’s 2014 3,850 0 3,850
percentincrease in the harvestof  hunters, and he’d yet to bag his  choice, are also contributing to 2015 4,658 0 4,658
antlerless deer has boosted total ~ deer with less than a week to go  the jumpinantlerless registrations. 2016 4,987 917 5,904
registrationsinthe North Country  in the regular firearms season. So far, the buck harvest is 2017 4,426 2,312 6,738

by 14 percent.

“The bucks are out there, but
the rut is just weird,” said DNR
Tower Area Wildlife Manager

He said many hunters have report-
ed seeing less sign of rutting
activity than usual for this time
of year, which likely accounts

down 15 percent overall, and
that’s not always attributable to
hunters opting to take antlerless

Preliminary harvest totals for permit
areas in northern St. Louis and Lake
counties, including 108, 117, 118,

Tom Rusch. “Weird” isn’t the

forthe huge spike in the antlerless

See SEASON...pg. 5B

i

Left:

Mark
Monacelli
said he was
stunned by
the unusual
deer he shot
on Nov. 7,
north of
Cook.

The 10-point
deer
appeared to
be a buck,
but it’s actual
makeup was
a bit more
complicated.
The antlers
remained in
velvet and it
had unusual
genitalia,
giving it
some
attributes of
both a male
and female
deer. Such
deer are rare,
but are not
unknown.

submitted

2017 FIREARMS DEER SEASON

Mother Nature’s mixup

Monacelli bags ten-pointer, but is it a buck, a doe, or neither?

hen Mark Monacelli dropped
a ten-pointer north of Cook
last week,he assumed he had

just bagged a nice trophy buck. The
story, in the end, turned out to be a more
complicated
one.

Some of
the deer’s
unusual charac-
teristics became
apparent as
soon as he
approached it
lying in the
snow. For one,
the deer’s
antlers were still
in velvet.
Normally by
deerseason, the
velvet has long
since been worn away as male deer spar
with other bucks or rub their antlers on
trees and brush.

And there were other oddities as
well. “It had a very skinny neck,” said
Monacelli, who serves as St. Louis

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

County Recorder when he isn’t out
hunting. “It didn’t appear to be in rut.”
As most hunters know, a buck’s neck
tends to swell, sometimes significantly,
during the rut. The reasons aren’tentirely
clear, but biologists believe it’s most
likely due to the flood of testosterone
that male deer typically produce this
time of year. Like other steroidal hor-
mones, large amounts of testosterone
can quickly build muscle mass, in both
deer and humans, and that appears to be
what’s happening with most bucks this
time of year. A skinny neck generally
means the deer wasn’t producing enough
testosterone to produce neck swelling.

But it turns out that Monacelli’s
unusual deer wasn’t simply a case of a
hormone imbalance. As he started to gut
the animal, he recognized that its genitalia
were unusual to say the least. While it
had male parts, the animal’s testicles
were almost non-existent and it urinated
out the back end, like a doe. It’s a
condition that occurs occasionally in
humans, too, but doctors can typically
make necessary anatomical changes sur-
gically.

When it happens to wild deer, they
canend up looking a lot like Monacelli’s
deer.

“It’s an amazing animal,” said
Monacelli. “I'm still stunned this was
possible.”

The situation is exceedingly rare,
but not unknown. “This seems to show
up a couple times a year,” said DNR
Tower Area Wildlife Manager Tom
Rusch. “I usually read about it in the
paper.” But considering that hunters
shootabout 175,000-200,000 deer every
fall in Minnesota, the one or two like
Monacelli’s are truly exceptional. After
spending some time researching the phe-
nomenon online, Monacelli said such
deer are typically females that have
higher-than-normal levels of testosterone,
which prompts antler growth. Rusch
agreed. “The bottom lineis it’s ahormonal
imbalance.” In this case, it appears the
deer was producing just enough testos-
terone to grow antlers, but not enough
for them to harden or for the deer’s neck
to swell. The antlers often remain more-

See MIXUP...pg. 5B

119, 130, 132,176, 177, and 178.

Persistence pays
off in deer haiting
investigation

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Give credit for
persistence to Conservation Officer
Mark Hopkins. A year ago, the
Tower-area CO received a report
of suspected deer baiting a few
miles west of Tower. He jumped
on the report quickly back then, but
was unable to locate the source of
the bait, which consisted of large
quantities of whole corn.

But this fall, as the firearms
deer season neared, he was back on
the hunt for the baiters, and this
time he tracked them down. The
property owners, who live in a
northern Twin Cities suburb, were
using an automatic feeder to dis-
pense the deer feed in the general
vicinity of where they hunt. They
weren’t within sight of the deer
feed when Hopkins stopped in, so
they got by with only a stern
warning. But if they don’t knock it
off, the next time they won’t be so
lucky.

It’s worth noting that deer
hunters, particularly those who
don’t illegally bait deer, have an
interest in keeping baiting to a
minimum. Wildlife biologists note
that a bait source will prompt deer
to alter theirusual travel and feeding
patterns, concentrating them for
the hunters using the bait, leaving
hunters in other areas wondering
where all the deer have gone.

DNR reminds hunters
of deer import limits

REGIONAL — The Department
of Natural Resources is reminding
hunters who harvest deer, elk, moose
or caribou outside of Minnesota
that whole carcasses cannot be
brought into the state.

The restriction is part of efforts
to minimize the opportunity for
chronic wasting disease to become
established in Minnesota.

Only the following cervid parts
may be brought into Minnesota:

» Quarters or other portions of
meat with no part of the spinal
column or head attached.

»Meat that is boned-out or
thatis cut and wrapped (either com-
mercially or privately).

» Hides and teeth.

» Antlers or clean (no brain
tissue attached) skull plates with
antlers attached.

» Finished taxidermy mounts.

Meat and trophy handling
already are part of the trip planning
process so taking the additional
steps to minimize CWD risk can be
added to that process.

Alternatively,hunters can view
avideo athttp://bit.ly/capeyourdeer
on how to cape a deer. The same
technique can be used on elk or
moose.
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Depr season has area conservation
officers husier than usual

»CO Troy Fondie
(Orr) reports monitoring
area hunting activities. The
firstice house appeared on
anarealake. Hunting com-
plaints were checked and
variety of questions were
answered. Hunting success
remains poor and hunter
numbers continue to
dwindle.

»CO Marc Hopkins
(Tower) had a busy week
with deer hunters.
Enforcement action was
taken for shooting from
roadway, loaded guns in
motor vehicle, trespass,
over-limit of deer, hunt
without valid license, illegal
party hunt, and lend and
borrow license.

»(CO Matt Frericks
(Virginia) spenta very busy
second weekend of deer
season handling numerous
shooting from the roadway
cases. In another case, CO
Frericks is working with
COsHopkins and Velsvaag
regarding deer hunters who
are suspected of numerous
violations including tres-
pass, transporting loaded
firearms in a motor vehicle,
and taking an antlerless
deer without a permit.
While checking deer
hunters in the Britt area,
CO Frericks saw a truck
heading down a snowmo-
bile trail. A short time later
CO Frericks located the
vehicle stuck up toits axles.
The driver/deer hunter
failed numerous sobriety
tests but was just under the
legal limit. He received a
citation for operating the
truck on the snowmobile
trail. A local towing
company gave an estimate
on the cost to remove the
vehicle. Due to the wet
area, a tracked vehicle had
to be brought in to remove
the truck. The tow truck
driver said the minimum
tow bill would be $1,000.

»(CO Mark Fredin
(Aurora) worked deer
season that started off slow
but,deeractivity increased
throughout the week. CO
Fredin took a call of hunter
harassment, where a young
woman was sitting in a
stand on state land and was
harassed by two separate
individuals that ended up
being father and son. One
person on an ATV drove
circles around her, cursing,
and got stuck for a period
of time. After he left, the

other came by yelling
verbal insults.

»CO Sean Williams
(Ely 1) reports deer hunting
activity continued to be
high over the second
weekend of the regular
firearms deer season.
Unfortunately so was the
violation rate.
Investigations included
trespass, litter, and several
deer shot off the roadway.

»CO Marty Stage
(Ely) found the deer season
to be slow for a lot of
people. There has been a
lot of shooting from the
road complaints, and it is
completely amazing that
some people are actually
surprised that it is against
the law to shoot from the
roadway. The deer hunting
trespass incidents seem to
be on the increase as well.
Take the time to read the
laws before you hunt.

»CO Anthony Bermel
(Babbitt) reports numerous
cases resulting in deer vio-
lations with several note-
worthy incidents over the
past week. One individual
was caught hunting from
the same baited stand twice
inseven days withacitation
and seizure of equipment
both times. Enforcement
action was taken against
two people who shot deer
off the road, one of which
was transported untagged
in a vehicle. Two people
were apprehended for
killing deer over baited
areas, one of which was
shot right next to a cabin
over a feeding trough.
Numerous other deer
hunting violations were
charged as well. ATIP call
led the officer to an indi-
vidual who had illegally
cut balsam boughs along
the edge of hole #2 green
atthe Ely golf course, with
enforcement action taken.
Ice fishermen are out on
several area lakes.

» CO Darrin Kittelson
(Int’1Falls) reports another
busy weekend with deer
hunting. One individual
reported that he had shot,
tagged, and skinned his
deer and had it hanging
underneath a lean-to
attached to his house ready
to butcher the next day.
Someone cut the body from
the head and walked off
with his deer, only leaving
the head.

SEASON...Continued from page 4B ——

deerinstead. In Permit Area
119, for example, where
hunters were again limited
to bucks only, deer regis-
trations through the first
two weekends totaled just
257, compared to 420 last
year.

Heavy snow may have
played arolein the decline,
as much of PA 119, located
north and east of Orr, was
hit with heavy snow in late
October, which bent down
trees and broke branches,
sharply limiting access in
the forest. Some reports
from around Elephant Lake
indicated snow depths of a
nearly afoot and half, which
kept some hunters from
accessing their usual
hunting areas and likely
made deer movement dif-
ficultas well. Snow showers
on opening day followed
by subzero temperatures
later in the week likely
reduced hunter effort as
well. Last year, by contrast,
hunters enjoyed unseason-
ably mild weather for the
first week of the season.

“And part of it is the
moon,” said Rusch. The
opener coincided with a
full moon, which means
deer tend to be most active

at the times of day when
hunters aren’t out in their
stands. While deer are nor-
mally considered “crepus-
cular”, which means most
active during early morning
or evening, their activity
patterns can change dra-
matically undera full moon.
Under such conditions,
Rusch said deer are most
active at night and during
midday. That’s atime when
many hunters head back
into their hunting camps
for lunch, but it means that
many are missing the best
hours of the day for deer
movement.

Deer registrations in
the Tower work area were
largely in line with
statewide totals, where reg-
istrations were up 10
percent from 2016. Of the
deer harvested, 54 percent
were bucks, compared to
63 percent during the same
period in 2016.

Based upon the number
of antlerless permits avail-
able and the number of
permitareas that allow mul-
tiple deer to be taken, the
DNR is still projecting the
2017 total deer harvest to
be around 200,000. The
2016 total harvest was
173 ,213.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST s

from NOAA weather

Friday : Saturday : Sunday Monday : Tuesday
- : kil : wathdid P : g
- -5 > ™ F % : & ) 3 : 3
— il ./ : 7 : ——
* k¥ —~atl rr— gt —l
Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi LoPrec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec.Sn. TowerHi Lo Prec. Sn.
11/06 30 15 0.00 11/06 22 14 0.00 11/06 29 13 0.00 11/06 28 12 0.00 11/06 26 13 0.00
11/07 31 12 0.00 11/07 21 14 0.00 11/07 27 9 0.00 11/07 25 3 0.00 11/07 29 8 0.00
11/08 26 11 0.00 11/08 20 13 0.04 1.0 11/08 23 8 0.00 11/08 23 12 0.00 11/08 25 8 0.00
1/09 25 7 0.04 11/09 20 15 0.00 11/09 24 6 011 15 11/09 10 -9 0.00 1/09 24 4 010 20
1110 14 -11  0.01 1110 16 1 0.00 1110 12 -5 0.00 1110 16 -11  0.00 1110 12 -12 0.00
111 21 -1 0.00 1111 15 -16 0.00 1111 20 -2 005 07" 1111 28 16 0.00 111 21 -12 000 04
1112 31 22 0.00 1112 29 15 0.00 1112 27 20 0.00 1112 27 25 0.00 1112 22 21 0.00
Totals 28.14 11.8" Totals 34.81 8.0” Totals 28.12 18.6”. Totals NA Totals 29.74 127"

MIXUP...cContinued from page 4B

or-less permanently on the deer,
rather than dropping off after the
rut,as inmost male deer. It’s unclear
if Monacelli’s deer has had antlers
for a long time, but they do appear
to be unusually worn, with many
of the tips appearing to have broken
off. Monacelli said he plants to
have the deer mounted.

The deer, as described by

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

Monacelli, was probably incapable
of breeding, but that’s not always
the case. When female deer grow
antlers they typically still have a
fully functioning reproductive
system. Monicelli’s deer appears
mostly male,but without functioning
testicles. The deer’s otherwise
unusual plumbing wouldn’t allow
for the growth of young within it,

so it likely wouldn’t be described
as female.

Ineithercase,itwas an unlikely
conclusion to Monacelli’s quest for
a buck. But one thing is certain,
said Rusch. “He’s got a legal buck
no matter whatit has down below.”

Left:

Grizzlies
senior
quarterback
Tate Olson
cuts right to
avoid a herd of
Nevis tacklers.

photo by C. Stone

very well,” he
said.

With the
season over, Jirik
was already con-
templating the
Grizzlies’
prospects for next
season. This year’s
senior-dominated
team will, by

would add two more touchdowns
in the second quarter to take a com-
fortable 26-8 lead into the break.
In the second half, Nevis took
the opening kickoff down the field
for six more points, and this time
added the extra points to take a 34-
8lead. North Woods stalled quickly
on their next drive and when Nevis
blocked their attempted punt, they
found themselves on the North
Woods 31-yard line. The Tigers
quickly capitalized on the turnover
for eight more points, putting the

game out of reach for good. By
then, both teams were rotating in
their second string to give all the
players some time on the field.
The Grizzlies would add one
more touchdown in the fourth
quarter, but it made little difference
as North Woods’ season came to an
end with a final score of 42-14.
“It was not the weather for our
high-flying defense,” said Jirik after
the game, although he said the
weather really wasn’t the deciding
factor. “They played their game

necessity,need an
entirely new look in 2018. “We’ll
be a completely different team,”
said Jirik. “We will have to find a
way to develop a new identity.”
Still, North Woods has a sizable
crop of juniors who showed promise
this year and will have the room to
step into the starting slots next year.
“At this point, it’s tough to say,”
said Jirik. “We’ll see how the kids
develop.”

Thank you for your help in making a child’s Holiday

Awngel Tree

Embarrass Vermillion Federal Credit

project will run November 13th through December 20th.
Community members can stop in and choose an Angel from the
tree, purchase a gift, and return it to us unwrapped. We will
take care of the wrapping and the distribution of the gifts.

Everyone is welcome to participate!

a little bit brighter!

mbarrass Vermillion Federal Credit Union
“NOT FOR PROFIT, NOT FOR CHARITY, BUT FOR SERVICE”

Union will be partnering with our
communities to help up to 90 local
children, ages 0-17, in need. We will
be hosting three Angel Trees, which
will be available in our Tower,

Embarrass, and Aurora offices. This

{2} woua

EQUAL HOUSING
FEDERALLY INSURED
LENDER BY NCUA
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TAXES

Healthcare district dropping effort to annex townships

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- Cook-
Orr Healthcare District
officials, along with Cook
Hospital CEO/
Administrator Teresa
Debevec have confirmed,
this week, in correspon-
dence with Greenwood
Township officials and
Rep.Rob Ecklund that the
board “has no intent to
pursue” the issue of annex-
ation.Inaddition, Minority
Leader Sen. Tom Bakk has
also confirmed that he has
no plans to change the dis-

trict lines through legisla-
tive action in the upcom-
ing legislative session.
Healthcare District
Board Chair Don Potter,
when contacted for this
story,noted he thought the
decision not to pursue the
annexation was already
final and was “surprised
thatthe issue s still coming

up.”
Greenwood,
Vermilion Lake and some
other rural townships had
been targeted by the health-
care district as potential
members of the district,
which has an annual tax

levy on member townships
and cities that helps fund
healthcare needs in the area
served by the Cook
Hospital. Officials in both
Greenwood and Vermilion
Lake noted that their resi-
dents mostly use health
care options in Virginia
and Ely, and questioned
why residents should be
annexed into the district
without the opportunity to
vote on the issue.
Members of the district
had asked state legislators
to annex five townships that
they claimed were part of
the original map for the hos-

pital district when it was
approved by the state in
1988.But the townships in
question noted they had not
been asked to vote on
joining the district at that
time. In addition, research
done by township officials
in Greenwood and
Vermilion Lake showed
that these townships were
notincluded in the enabling
legislation.

The healthcare district
took over control of the hos-
pital and nursing home in
1990. The district is gov-
erned by a board that has
the authority to levy taxes

to support the maintenance
of health care services and
facilities in the district. It
was estimated by St.Louis
County that if Greenwood
were included in the dis-
trict, it would add approx-
imately $100 per $100,000
in value to each property
in Greenwood.

The Cook Hospital is
a 14-bed Critical Access
Acute Care facility with an
attached 28-bed long-term
care facility that employs
aprofessional staff of more
than 140. The hospital is
governed by a board of
healthcare district members

designated by the voters of
each township and the cities
of Cook and Orr. These
members serve a
rural/small town popula-
tion of 10,253 and encom-
pass a radius of 2,500
square miles. The hospital
has a 24-hour emergency
service,radiology,labora-
tory, pharmacy, physical
therapy, occupational
therapy, and other servic-
es.

BREITUNG

Naming ideas needed for MINOS building

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

SOUDAN- The former
MINOS Surface building is in
need of a new name.

The building, which was
constructed as part of the
MINOS high-energy physics
experiment,had been leased by
the University of Minnesota.
With the end of the MINOS
experiment and closure of the
lab atthe Soudan Underground
Mine. Breitung Township is

Katharina Pennala

Katharina Pfliigl Pennala,
90, of Mt. Iron, formerly of
Babbitt, died on Friday, Nov.
10, 2017, with her family by
her side at Diamond Willow
Assisted Living in Mt. Iron.
Funeral services will be held
at 11 a.m.on Saturday,Nov. 18
in Woodland Presbyterian
Church in Babbitt. Pastor Frank
Davis will officiate. Visitation
will begin one hour prior to the
service at the church. Interment
will be in the Argo Cemetery.
Memorials are preferred and
may be directed to Woodland
Presbyterian Church. Family
services provided by Bauman-
Cron,a Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Virginia.

Sheis survived by her chil-
dren, E. Robert Pennala of St.
Paul,Susan (Bob) Arvola of Mt.
Iron, Lori Johnson of Cypress,
Texas, and Michael Pennala of
Virginia; siblings, Max (Agnes)
Pfliigl,Agnes (Ludwig) Miiller
and Erika Seger; sisters-in-law,
Ilsa Pfliigl and Rosi Pfliigl; five
grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; and numerous nieces,
nephews, extended family and
friends.

now moving some of its own
offices into the space. The
building is located on the town
hall property.

The Breitung Police Dept.,
which is currently housed in a
very small building adjacent to
the fire hall, will be moving into
the building. The township will
also be using some of the build-
ing for its maintenance equip-
ment.

The town board, at
Tuesday’s meeting, said they
will be thinking of ideas for a

Mallory M. Norrell

Mallory Monica Norrell,
16, of Toivola, entered into
eternal life on Tuesday, Nov.
7,2017, at Essentia St. Mary’s
Children’s Hospital, surround-
ed by her loving family, after
a 10-month battle with cancer.
AMass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Monday, Nov. 13
at St. Benedict’s Catholic
Church in Duluth. Memorials
may be made to the Diocese of
Duluth, Attn: Mallory Norrell
Memorial Fund, 2830 East
Fourth St., Duluth, MN 55812.
Or donate online at dio-
ceseduluth.org. Memorials will
be used as scholarships for
Camp Survive attendees.
Arrangements were by
Landmark Funeral Home of
Virginia.

She is survived by her
parents,Craig and Lori Norrell;
sisters, Candice (John) Reilly
of Fort Bragg, N.C., and Irish
twin and very best friend,
Brianne at home; brothers,
Ryan (Maggie) of Mandan,
N.D.,Kyle (Shana) of Cavalier,
N.D.,and Neal athome; mater-
nal grandparents, John and
Elaine (Chesler) Postudensek

new name, but they encourage
area residents to submit ideas
to town board members.

The Breitung Police Dept.
will be moving into the build-
ing soon. The township is pur-
chasing new office furniture
from Range Office in Virginia
at a cost of $3,283.

The move will take place
as soon as the Internet and
phone service isinstalled in the
building.

of Babbitt; numerous other
family members and dear
friends; and her Camp Survive
family.

Karen J. Leiviska

Karen Jean Leiviska, 69,
of Ely, formerly of Aurora,
passed away peacefully on
Monday, Nov. 6, 2017, at her
home.Memorial services were
held on Sunday, Nov. 12 at First
Presbyterian Church in Ely
with Pastor Corey Larsen offi-
ciating. Memorials may be
directed to the VirginiaHumane
Society or Contented Critters.
Arrangements were by Ziemer-
Moeglein-Shatava Funeral
Home in Gilbert.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Tara (Kevin) Boerst of Ely,
Adam Leiviskaof Virginiaand
Jenny Leiviska of Purcell,
Okla.; grandchildren, Anika,
Derrick and Amanda; great-
grandchild, Bentley; siblings,
Johnny (Gwen) Wudinich of
Virginia and Laurie (Tom)
Cundy of Eveleth; several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Vermilion Country School
A2 B Special Ed Paraprofessional

VERMILION

COUNTRY /
SCHOOL
Full job description online at

www.vermilioncountry.org/employment

$14.00 per hour, benefit package (prorated at 20+
hours/week), approximately 180 days/school year
plus a few training days, approximately 8:30 am to
3:15 pm, except with additional duties

The Vermilion Country School (VCS), a grades 7-12 public charter
school in Tower. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: inter-
act with staff, students, parent/guardians, and the community; facilitate
academic and personal goal-setting; assist students with skill develop-
ment in reading and math; monitor student progress; manage the phys-
ical needs of students as needed; chaperone field explorations;
records maintenance and due process paperwork; proctor assess-
ments and diagnostic tests; supervise students during lunch and out in
the community; address behavior issues in accordance with school pol-
icy; maintain strict confidentiality; assist office staff and director as
needed.

Minimum qualifications: Experience working with children, and a com-
mitment to their learning; Excellent math, reading, and organizing
skills; Excellent computer and office machine skills; Mature, friendly,
and responsible; Commitment to the school’s mission and vision;
Positive references; A minimum of 60 semester credits or the amount
required to complete two full years of fulltime enroliment as determined
by the institution of higher education attended; or an AA, AS, or AAS (or
higher) degree; or a passing score on an assessment from the state-
approved list (The ParaPro test has been approved for state-wide use.
The cut score is 460). Additional desired qualifications (please see
website).

Van Driver

$11.00/hour ($16.00/hour CDL); 10-15 hours/week, am and pm routes;

with additional hours as needed.

Driver Qualifications: Regular Class D license (CDL preferred); Prefer

experienced drivers (CDL highly preferred); Criminal and driving record

clearance; Drug and alcohol tests may be mandated; Must be able to

\évork entire school year; Must be able to work with and supervise stu-
ents.

Van driver can also be employed as a para, or can be a stand-
alone position. Both positions will remain open until filled.

Please e-mail resume, cover letter, transcripts of college work
and/or ParaPro score, and three letters of recommendation to:
Vermilion Country School, P.O. Box 629, Tower, MN 55790
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org. www.vermilioncountry.com

VCS is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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KUGLER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING
The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular

monthly meeting on Monday, November 20,
2017, at 6 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 17, 2017

NOTICE OF BOARD

APPOINTMENTS
TOWN OF CRANE LAKE

The Crane Lake Town Board of Supervisors
will be making one appointment to the Crane
Lake Water & Sanitary District Board of
Managers for a three-year term that will com-
2018 and expire
December 31, 2020. Application forms are
available at the Clerk’s office. A completed
application, current resume and cover letter
stating qualifications and experience to serve
must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of
Crane Lake by December 5 prior to the
Board of Supervisors’ Meeting on December

mence January 1,

12, 2017.

Jo Ann Pohiman
Clerk, Town of Crane Lake
218-993-1303

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 17, 2017

Super Crossword

POSITION AVAILABLE

Experienced automotive repair technician,
full-time with benefits. Apply in person or

send resume to: Cassandra Dejno, Waschke
Family Chevrolet, 126 N Hwy 53, PO Box
549, Cook, MN 55723; 218-666-5901 or
800-238-4545.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS
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STORAGE 19 20 21 22

RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats,
Cars, Household ltems. Ideal
Location. Many sizes. Also
Mobile Storage Containers
delivered to your location.
www.redrock-storage.com. Call
218-753-2375. Tfn
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DO YOU NEED PLANS?

North Country’s Premier Design and Drafting Service

Custom Homes | CADline DESign

X gaﬁgssl 218.827.8166 - Office
emoces 218.349.6838 - Cell

* Additions . .

. plans@cadlinedesign.us

ite Plannine
Site Planning www.cadlinedesign.us

Your source for Building Plans,
Site Planning and CAD Drafting Services

Tuwee P Indoor Projects

CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY

v Lumber e've
v Hardware ot %iat
v Tools You Need!”
v’ Paint

v  Friendly Service

o e Sl

VERMILION LUM

Gadn)| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
\CW ‘

Rk} 218-753-2230
:1302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VISA\)

FOR SALE

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

20 and 30 yard

B 1 UDOV gk

Roll-off Boxes i e ;';_\’ =
for cleanup, o' & 1B 9 9 O
demo & garbage 92 1 8'787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

T k
* General Contractor
* New Construction
* Remodeling
e Garages

* Boathouses
* Property Maintenance

o [sland Work
2070 Burtess R, * Skidsteer Work
Cook, MN 55723
Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153 License #BC385748

YOU CALL! WE HAUL!

Cement Trucks ¢ Building Material
Septic-pumping Trucks e Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Anderson Barging, Inc.

Phone: 218-993-2288 Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

*®  ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Vind us o
ﬂ Facebook

At Your Disposal Since 1970
4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS

Residential ® Commercial

vos Roll-Off Rental » Waste Disposal
Demolition ® Portable Storage Units

Locally Owned & Operated

(| 218-74WASTE
i 21 8-365-5587 (Ely)

www.Gmen ES.com

All Your
Feed & Seed
Needs

HIBBING

ED
ED
262-3049

Real Estate
7~ 4 ) Closing Services,
= No'-‘rT.'T-'E.’;&T Title Insurance
Compacs & Abstracting
Northeast Title Company  ELY OFFICE
has competitive rates and 107 E Camp St « Ely, MN 55731
professional services assuring ~ Phone (218)365-5256
peace of mind for our iax (21“2_)36?'?]1 64
ngie Mikulic
c|zii3;gmvevr§ tgifg?:rizzdi naZE: Office Manager/Closing Specialist
VIRGINIA OFFICE

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

612 13 St S + Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383

; . Jodee Micheletti
ffalﬁng VT('th a p;ofgsswnal Owner/Closing Specialist
staff that takes pride in every COOK OFFICE

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our fransactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that ~ Sharon Maronick
is unmatched in the industry.  Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

P.O. Box 539 + Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392

HOLIDAY HOURS
Thursday Closed
Friday 7-Noon
Saturday 8-Noon

BINS To
o C‘q\?

) > Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
w Regular Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
COOK BUILDING CENTER  eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

REAL ESTATE

= RE/MAX

218-757-3233
wo www. TheLakeCountry.com

Gannon Lake-$95,000 Remote off grid cabin on 9 acres.
MLS#133219

Lake Country @

el

Pelican Lake-$145,000 1.62 acres and 840 ft of
lakeshore on a peninsula. MLS#129499

Orr-$42,500 40 acres near Pelican Lake. Electric at the
road. MLS#129501

Angora-$210,000 3 BR home with lower level family
room and large garage on 40 acres. MLS#133134

Crane Lake-$199,000 760 ft of shoreline and 17.4
acres. Boat-access. MLS#133142

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com

nnnnnnnnnnn

#132998 COOK 7.62 acres w/ 1,580 ft frontage on the Little
Fork River and borders of the city of Cook. City water and
electricity is readily available. Adjacent 3.35-acre lot with
home also available for sale. $29,000

#132945 LAKE VERMILION 2 BR home w/ ample yard
space. Quiet and protected 100 ft lakeshore and garage w/
upper level office/bunk space. 10x12 unfinished bunkhouse
w/ front deck. 2 storage buildings. $349,900

#132612 GHEEN Recreational cabin on 80 wooded acres.
Large, open living room/dining room/kitchen area w/ wood
stove, large bunk room w/ propane space heater. Property
has electricity, privy, wood shed and more! $82,500

PROPERTIES
TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

612-834-5769 (Cell)

www.yourwildernest.com

Get
Results!

NORTH

Adveftise
in the

Timberjay!

or Car Today!
BoaJLAngel

“2-Night Free Vacation!” \ 4
$00T00R0IT

www.boatangel.com
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

(Donate A Boat 4g,

) /

WE SERVICE ESTATES!

Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us
help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

L1y Auction

= AFFILIATE OF DO-BID.COM

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely « HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 * jmgreend0@earthlink.net PRI

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 19th, 1pm-4pm
4583 Cedar Island Drive
Eveleth, MN - $195,500

Prime Ely Lake area like new rambler w/attached 2 car
gar on paved rd on 3.3 private-park-like acres w/creek.
Just 1 mi to Ely Lake landing, near beach, ball dia-
mond, hockey Rink. 5 mi to Virginia. 1,764 SF, 3B/2B
home, 4 season gazebo, g storage bldg. Kitch w/island.
Main flr master w/glass door to deck. Finished base-
ment w/fam rm, 1BR non-egress, bth, lots of storage.

Connect with Janisch Realty

info@janischrealty.com
218-780-6644

JANISCH

REALTY

PTuToR®
S i
* Serve 5+ hours, every school dm June)

* Get tuition or student loan help for yourself,
your child or grandchild

« Full-time positions receive free health insurance
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