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Nylund named
new Breitung
police chief

SOUDAN- Dan Nylund is the new
Breitung Police Chief. At Tuesday’s
meeting, the Breitung Town Board decided
not to interview outside candidates, and
instead promoted full-time officer Nylund
into the chief spot
on a permanent
basis. Nylund has
been serving as
interim chief, after
former chief Jesse
Anderson recently
took a job with the
Minnesota State
Patrol. Nylund has
been working full-
time for the depart-
ment since 2014.
The  Bre i t ung
Police Department provides services to
both Tower and Breitung Township. The
department has been operating with four
part-time and two full-time officers.

Nylund lives in Soudan and has been
active with community youth, teaching
D.A.R.E. at the elementary school and a
drug education program at the charter high
school.

The board will be advertising to fill
the open full-time position in the depart-
ment. The position will be advertised on
the Minnesota Agency post board and also
on the Breitung Township website. The
goal is to select three to five applicants
to interview within the next two months. 

Dan Nylund

COOK— Minnesota’s
First District Congressman
Tim Walz, fresh off the
plane from Washington,
D.C., traveled north to Cook
Tuesday, hoping to garner
support for his bid for gov-
ernor. 

He spoke to a packed

room at the Crescent Supper
Club, with state Sen. Tom
Bakk, Rep. Jason Metsa,
and Rep. Rob Ecklund all
in attendance. 

The event was organ-
ized by the Northern
Progressives group, which
is attempting to host all the
prospective gubernatorial
candidates.

“After these past few

days, I couldn’t wait to get
here ,”  sa id  Walz .
Representing a district that
voted for President Trump,
he argued that he is the only
candidate who can bring the
DFL together. 

Walz wasted no time
listing off his credentials as
a six-term congressman, a
ranking member on the
Agriculture Committee and

the  Veterans  Affa i r s
Committee, a 24-year
veteran of the Army and
National Guard, in addition
to being a teacher.  He spoke
of his running mate Rep.
Peggy Flanagan and her
credentials as the former
executive director of the
Children’s Defense Fund for

ELY – With the Regional
Community Complex pro-
posal off the table, the Ely
School Board began a con-

versation this week about
renovating and improving the
campus courtyard and con-
necting the three school build-
ings.

For more than a year, the
school board considered a

public-private recreational
complex idea on the west
side of campus that was
abruptly rescinded late last
month.

Superintendent Kevin
Abrahamson presented a con-

ceptual drawing to board
members showing a proposed
shared student commons and
secure entrance to use as a
catalyst for discussion at a

Under one roof

Connecting buildings, adding gym, under consideration
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Walz seeks northern support for state’s top job

by MELISSA ROACH

Staff Writer

Makes gubernatorial campaign stop in Cook
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U.S. Rep. Tim
Walz spoke in
Cook Tuesday
night on a
campaign
swing to
northern
Minnesota.
photo by 
M. Roach

R E G I O N A L —
Officials from the state’s
Pollution Control Agency
heard varied perspectives
from an Iron Range audi-
ence that  turned out
Tuesday for a public
hearing on the agency’s

proposed denial of U.S.
Steel’s variance request for
the Minntac tailings basin. 

Members of the public
spoke mostly in support of
the agency’s decision, or
urged tougher action to
clean up the longstanding
pollution problems ema-
nating from Minntac’s
8,000-acre tailings basin.

Representatives of U.S.
Steel and affiliated associ-
ations urged approval of the
company’s request, mostly
citing the high cost of com-
pliance.

But MPCA officials

argued that the variance
was largely unnecessary
because the company had
already agreed to estab-
lished timetables for com-

MPCA hears range of views on Minntac variance
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U.S. Steel seeks relief from proposed new permit for tailings basin
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

Iron Rangers attended a public hearing Tuesday
night to sound off about a variance request for
the Minntac tailings basin. photo by M. Helmberger
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T O W E R -
SOUDAN— Expanding
wastewater treatment
capacity in Tower and

Soudan may be more com-
plicated than initially
thought, and that’s likely
to delay an application for
funding for the project by
at least a year. 

The news came at the

most recent meeting of the
T o w e r - B r e i t u n g
Wastewater Board as
system manager Matt
Tuchel gave a report on his
recent discussion with
Steve Weiss, effluent per-

mitting manager for the
Minnesota  Pol lu t ion
Control Agency. Tuchel
said the rules have changed
and that any increase in
capacity could bring the
wastewater district under

stricter regulations and
monitoring requirements
than in the past, including
the potential for mercury
testing and discharge limits.
“We’re going to be scruti-
nized, especially because
it’s Lake Vermilion,” said
Tuchel, referring to the
destination of the system’s
treated wastewater.

He said Weiss first rec-
ommended that the waste-
water board commission
an MPCA study that will
assess the system’s needs,
look at the amount of inflow
and infiltration, and the
impact of new emissions
limits and how they might
affect the requirements of
any expansion. “We’re
going to have to justify it,”
he said.

Tuchel said the MPCA
may require a cap on the
system’s phosphorus dis-
charge, which could require
the wastewater district to
incorporate mechanical
treatment into its opera-
tions. Tuchel said he had
no idea how much that
might cost, but added, “It
would probably be mil-
lions.”

The complexity of
developing a plan for
expanded capacity is
almost certain to set the
timeline back at least a
year. The state’s Public
Facilities Authority, which
provides funding for most
community water and
wastewater treatment
systems in Minnesota, only
accepts applications once
a year, in early March. 

Tuchel said there’s no
practical way to meet the
2018 deadline, given that
the MPCA effluent study
could take at least two
months to complete. He

said the study, which costs
$1,550, isn’t required, it
does provide valuable
information that can bolster
an application and ensure
a better project.

Capacity at issue
Discussion of the need

for expansion of the Tower-
Brei tung wastewater
system moved from the
back to the front burner
recently, after the city of
Tower opted to connect the
Hoodoo  Po in t
Campground to the system.
While the impact of the
campground sewer exten-
sion won’t be known for
sure until the end of next
summer, the city’s engineer
estimates the additional
flow at about 6,000 gallons
per day. Based on that
number, it would leave the
system about 9,000 gallons
per day of capacity before
hitting the 146,000 gallons
per day limit preferred by
state regulators. While the
system is actually designed
for 172,000 gallons per
day, the MPCA generally
limits wastewater treatment
systems to 85 percent of
their design capacity to
curb violations of discharge
standards. 

With new develop-
ment proposed for Tower,
including town homes, a
hotel, a new RV park, and
additional housing and
commercial development
in future phases, the
system’s remaining capac-
ity won’t be adequate to
meet the need. The first
phase of harbor town
homes is expected to
consume 4,800 gallons of
the remaining 9,000 gallons
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Boosting wastewater capacity will take time
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

81st
ANNUAL

Saturday, February 3

7:30 am-9:30 am Piggies & Pancake Breakfast
(Pancakes, sausage, juice & coffee)

9:00 am-10:00 am Ecumenical Church Service

9:00 am-4:00 pm “Suomi 100” Reflections 

Strolling Musicians

Artisans & Demonstrators 
In Laskiainen Tradition

Tori (Marketplace)

Bakery (Finnish breads)

Museum
Fry Bread Booth

10:00 am-4:00 pm Sleigh/Carriage Rides (Free)

11:00 am-4:00 pm Pea Soup Dinner

1:15 pm Introduction of the Royal Court

1:30 pm “The Eelpout Stringers” 

Palo, MN

Sunday, February 4

Loon Lake 
Community Center

6:00-10:00 p.m. Loon Lake 
Community Center

7:30 am-11:00 am   Kropsu Breakfast

9:00 am-4:00 pm Girls’ and Boys’ Pony League
Basketball Games

9:00 am-4:00 pm Old Co-op Theatre          
Strolling Musicians
Artisans & Demonstrators 

in Laskiainen Tradition 

Tori (Marketplace)

Bakery (Finnish breads)

Museum

Fry Bread Booth

10:00 am-4:00 pm Sleigh/Carriage Rides (Free)

12:00-4:00 pm Moijakka (beef stew) or Sloppy Joes
or Taco in a bag

6:00 pm “Old Timers” Basketball Game

7:30 pm Laskiainen Lakers Basketball Game
Door Prizes!

Sliding Both Days!

Fri. FEB. 2

Featuring “THE BOB & LUKE SHOW”
for your dancing & listening pleasure!

Queen’s Ball and Coronation
Adults $5.00  •  Students  $3.00

Sat. FEB. 3 AND Sun. FEB. 4

NO SAUCERS OR SLEDS WITH RUNNERS ALLOWED.
Preferred Sleds - Tobaggon Style (plastic or wood) Slide at your own risk.

Bring the family - See the Queen

Finnish
Sliding
Festival

2018 The EELPOUT STRINGERS

The Eelpout Stringers are a Minnesota-based bunch of old 
fogies that delight in playing turn-of-the-century (1800’s)

“old-time” or “square dance” music (think “Oh Brother, Where
Art Thou?”)  They also sing beautiful ballads and historic Civil
War-era songs.  Folks young, old and in-between are sure to

have a good time!

SUNDAY -1:30 PM TICKETS - Adults - $5.00
Students - $3.00

Sunday

Feb.4
Only!

New MPCA rules and the need for more due diligence will likely delay funding application for at least a year

TOWER— The city council
here used its annual reorganiza-
tion as a chance for apparent
retaliation against Timberjay
Publisher Marshall Helmberger
over his recent news and editorial
coverage critical of city actions. 

Mayor Josh Carlson told the
c ounc i l  t ha t  he  wan t ed
Helmberger removed from the
Tower Economic Development
Authority, for which he has served
as president for the past year.
Carlson had asked Helmberger
and other members of the Tower-
Soudan  Commun i ty
Development Corporation to

serve on TEDA one year ago, as
part of a city effort to reinvigorate
the authority, which had been
inactive for years under city
council control. 

Helmberger remains presi-
dent of the community develop-
ment corporation which local
business owners and residents
formed two years ago out of
frustration with the sluggish pace
of city-led economic develop-
ment efforts.

It had been a productive year
for TEDA, which worked closely
with Orlyn Kringstad’s Tower
Vision 2025 to facilitate the pur-
chase and renovation of the
former Standing Bear Marina.
TEDA, with backing of the

IRRRB, had also advanced a
proposal, now in the design phase,
to build a 9,000 square-foot light
industrial building in the city’s
business park to accommodate
the expansion of Lamppa
Manufacturing. TEDA also
obtained a $125,000 grant from
the IRRRB to fund initial engi-
neering and other development
costs associated with Kringstad’s
town home project on the city’s
harbor and had begun talks to
develop a U.S. franchise of a
Norwegian glass printing
company, known as Glami-tec,
in Tower. 

Carlson proposed to appoint
Steve Peterson Jr. to the board
in place of Helmberger.

Peterson currently serves on
the Vermilion Lake Town Board
and  works  fo r  Nor the rn
Minnesota Consulting. He is the
son of Steve Peterson Sr., who
is also on the TEDA board.

“You spoke to Steve Peterson
on that?” asked Councilor Lance
Dougherty after Carlson stated
his selection. “I have,” responded
Carlson. “And other people on
the board, too?” Dougherty
inquired. “Yes,” said Carlson.

In fact, the news came as a
surprise to the majority of the
members of the TEDA board,
who were never contacted by
Carlson. The Timberjay emailed
Carlson following the meeting
to find out who on the board he

had contacted. Carlson did not
respond as of presstime.

While Carlson never stated
a  r ea son  fo r  d i smi s s ing
Helmberger, the move came in
the wake of reporting by
Helmberger on questionable city
actions, including a decision to
consume a significant portion of
the community’s remaining
sewage treatment capacity by
connecting the Hoodoo Point
Campground, which is now likely
to hamper prospects for economic
development in Tower for at
least  the next  few years.
Helmberger has also urged the
city to reconfigure a plan to shift

CITY OF TOWER

Council ousts Helmberger from TEDA board
Retaliatory action follows in the wake of critical news reporting and editorial comment on recent city actions
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor
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WITH OVER 900 NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS IN STOCK
WE HAVE THE VEHICLE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!VEHAAVWE

900OVERWITH
YOVEHICLETHEVE
CARSUSED&NEW900

LOOKINGU’REYO
TRUCKSANDCARS

FOR!
STOCKINTRUCKS

anger.rwwww.
•218-263-7578

Hibbing

VEHAAVWE

218-262-3881
gm.comanger
800-894-7579
MN,Hibbing
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dofhibbingmn.com.forwww
800-857-5936•218-262-3881

LOOKINGU’REYO

dofhibbingmn.com
800-857-5936

FOR!

anger.rwwww.

epJe-Buick-oletChevr
emotor.mikwwww.

•800-569-4186
218-327-2201

gm.comanger

Chrysler-Dodge-ep
sgm.comemotor

218-365-6156

dofhibbingmn.com

apidsgm.comandr.grwww
800-542-3325•218-327-2201

.forwww dofhibbingmn.com

apidsgm.com
800-542-3325

All stores located on Hwy. 169



REGIONAL— An
unknown number of residents
from Ely to Virginia and other
communities on the east end of
the Iron Range found racist lit-
erature, distributed by a group
calling itself the Loyal White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
placed near their mailboxes or
doorsteps on Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. 

The literature appears to
have been an effort to recruit
new members, and referred
people to a website and urged
them to call two different phone
numbers, one based in North
Carolina, the other located in or
around Richmond, Virginia.

The North Carolina number
reached only a recorded message
that repeatedly referred to the
late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
as “Martin Luther Coon” and
advocated that the country should
celebrate Confederate general

Robert E. Lee instead of King. 
The bags were distributed

across a wide area, including the
communities of Ely, Tower,
Embarrass, Virginia, and Britt,
although it’s not clear how many
residences were actually targeted.
Law enforcement officials
received scattered reports of the
literature, although it’s not clear
whether the literature drop vio-
lated any laws. St. Louis County
Sheriff Ross Litman said the
only report he had came from
Ely and that the matter is not
something he plans to investi-
gate.

While whoever distributed
the literature might have intended
to attract new members for the
KKK, it appears they succeeded
mostly in angering those who
received the material. 

“We’ve never had to deal
with stuff like this,” said an
Embarrass resident, who asked
that her name not be used. She
had found the literature inside a
sandwich-sized plastic bag placed

in the snow near the base of a set
of mailboxes for her family and
neighbors along Wahlsten Road.
The bag had small blue rocks
inside, most likely to keep the
bag from blowing away. She
said her husband, who is Native
American, found a second baggie
near the mailboxes the following
day. The literature described Rev.
King as a communist and a sexual
pervert, repeating unsubstantiated
smears that have circulated in
white supremacist circles for
years. A second piece of literature
encouraged whites to celebrate
their white heritage.

“This isn’t something I see
any good coming from,” the
Wahlsten Road resident added.
“We’re very Christian people
and I don’t like anything like
that said about anybody, no matter
what race or religion they might
belong to.”

City officials in Virginia
have also reacted to the literature
showing up in their community.
The city’s Human Rights

Commission held a meeting on
Monday to draft a statement
expressing the city’s displeasure
with the action.

“It’s just intolerable,” said

Virginia Mayor Larry Cuffe.
“This is nothing but hatred, and
it spews disrespect. It’s just
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THE LEGISLATURE

Pro-KKK fliers found across the region
PREJUDICE 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
8 AM-5:30 PM

Thurs. 8 AM-6:30 PM
Sat. 9 AM-3 PM
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• Plush
• Loop
• Shag

• Textured

Our sales
experts

will help you
select a

FREE

ESTIMATES!

Check out our

HUGE selection

of quality

Area Rugs

and Remnants too!
S.Stone ‘18

S

Bakk: Bonding plan light on Arrowhead projects
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908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or

218-365-6156

See Joe Hiller or Nels Pierson for details!

$8,995

#5763R
Velvet
Red

AWD, Panoramic
Sunroof, Leather,

Loaded!

$35,568

#43,180
$41,568
-$6,000

MSRP

Rebates

WOW!

2000 Jeep Wrangler
4x4

Fun Vehicle!
#3958U Blue

$15,995

2015 Chevy Equinox 
Clean Trade!  #7461U White

$29,995

2014 GMC Acadia
Denali

AWD, Leather, Loaded  #635OU White Pearl

$999

2001 Chevy Malibu
Mechanic’s Special

#9925M Maroon

Great
Buy!

GreatBuy!

GreatBuy!

2018 Chrysler 300 S

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title and License Fees

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title and License Fees

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title and License Fees

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title and License Fees

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title and License Fees

JANUARY

Great
Buy!

Savings Spectacular

REGIONAL— State Sen.
Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, said he
likes Gov. Mark Dayton’s
bonding bill for its focus on
addressing the state’s growing
backlog of deferred maintenance.
At the same time, he said, the
package is light on funding for
the Arrowhead, and is unlikely

to ultimately be as large as the
$1.5 billion package that the
governor released last week. 

“I’d expect something in the
range of a billion dollars,” said
Bakk. The Legislature is expected
to focus primarily on the state’s
capital investment needs when
it convenes on Feb. 20. 

Bakk noted that Dayton’s
bill is more of a meat and potatoes
proposal. “It’s not very sexy,”

Bakk said. “He’s spending a lot
of money on deferred mainte-
nance in the university system
and on wastewater infrastruc-
ture.” While Bakk said that leg-
islators often prefer to invest in
new buildings, which draw bigger
headlines, he said the need to
address maintenance of existing
facilities is enormous. “I hope
we can hang on to a significant
portion of the bill for that reason,”

he said.
But even as Republican leg-

islators are likely to lop significant
projects off of the governor’s
proposal, Bakk is hoping to bring
more dollars back home. “I had
a number of projects on the North
Shore that aren’t in the governor’s
proposal,” said Bakk.  “And
there’s  noth ing  for  Lake
Vermilion park. We need about
$14 million there for camper

cabins.”
Actually, the $14 million is

the amount the DNR is currently
seeking for planning and design
for a new lake lodge for the park,
as well as  planning for a second
park campground and related
infrastructure. The request also
includes installation of a solar
array for the production of elec-
tricity.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

North Carolina-based group behind the incident; city of Virginia takes strong stand in opposition

These fliers were placed inside a plastic bag weighted
down with small rocks and were apparently randomly 
distributed in communities and rural areas across the 
region.  photo by M. Helmberger



After reading this week’s
newsletter from Congressman
Rick Nolan, I am struck by its
“hyper-politicking” tone. It feels
like a message from a candidate
who is “on the run”. The
November 2018 elections are
not far away and with February
caucuses right around the corner,
his panic might be amping up,
as I suppose it should be!

For the first time in my
nearly four decades of voting in
Minnesota’s Eighth District, the
DFL incumbent has a challenger
from his own party. This year,
his constituents can hold him
truly accountable for recent
actions on critical issues. This
year, we have a choice. His chal-
lenger is Leah Phifer, an intel-
ligent, passionate woman with
the experience and credentials
to successfully represent us in
the House of Representatives.

People of the Eighth District
are concerned about our national
security (we are an international
border state), environmental pro-
tections (we are surrounded by
vast amounts of fresh water),
the economy, and justice. Phifer’s
education and ten years of nation-
al service with the Department
of Homeland Security have
equipped her with the knowledge
and background needed to
address these and other important
topics. She spent 80 days last
summer touring the Eighth
District, talking with people to
get a firm grasp on their opinions
and priorities. She understands
the concerns we share in common
and also what divides us. Her
genuine interest and respect for
our varied viewpoints is not only
refreshing, but fosters greater
trust in her leadership style. She
also clearly understands how
party divisions may pose a real
threat to our DFL-held seat in
the Congress. A central goal of
her campaign is to unite DFLers
and hold onto that seat!  

In Nolan’s last bid for

Congress, he won by a mere
half a percentage point, not much
of a margin considering the qual-
ifications, or lack thereof, of the
previous Republican contender.
This year it will be different. It
looks like Nolan will be facing
a far more formidable opponent.
And, we can’t ignore the impact
of Nolan’s co-sponsorship of
Republican bills that have weak-
ened protections for our national
parks,  forests,  and water
resources. His support for these
bills have left a lot of his con-
stituents so upset and disen-
chanted with him that many are
likely to cast protest votes for
Independent and Green Party
candidates, or worse, refrain
from voting altogether. That
would surely whittle away even
more of that tiny margin. I ask
you to consider the horror we
Democrats will experience if
the Eighth District goes to a
Republican this November.

This is why we need to
show up at our precinct caucuses
on Feb. 6. I once heard someone
say, “If you don’t like the news,
go out and make a little of your
own.” Here’s our big chance!
Historically, only five percent
of registered voters show up for
caucuses.  A statistic like this
makes it very clear how impor-
tant each and every individual
vote can be! 

Leah Phifer may be a new
face, but I am confident she’s
the best candidate to represent
the Eighth District in Congress.
She can unite us, reignite us,
and win in November 2018. But
only if we show up! Help Leah
Phifer keep moving forward on
the road to Washington, D.C.  It
begins with our support on Feb.
6.  (For Cook, Orr and surround-
ing townships, caucuses meet at
the North Woods School begin-
ning a t  6 :30 p .m.  Go to
www.PhiferforCongress.com to
learn more.)  It’s time we make
some news! 

Kathleen McQuillan
Cook

Dear Mr. Bezos,
So, Amazon has narrowed

the list of cities competing for
your second headquarters, and
I see that Ely, Minnesota did not
make the cut.  Did you even read
my proposal?  At first I thought
we might have suffered this
rejection because we are prac-
t ical ly  in  Canada — but
TORONTO is on the list of
twenty finalists!  How is building
in Canada going to help our
nation’s economy (or do you
put profits ahead of patriotism)?

I don’t fault you for not
taking my proposal seriously,
but an acknowledgement that
you received it would have been
nice!

Actually, the one guy who
apparently took my tongue-in-
cheek proposal seriously is a
former Elyite, a retired doctor.
He pointed out in a recent letter
to the editor that, in this small
rural community, there is not
nearly enough housing for all
the thousands of Amazon
employees.  Exactly my satirical
point!  You see, Mr. Bezos, the
Ely City Council desperately
wants the boom-and-bust mining
industry to dig up our forest for
copper and nickel (a type of
mining that will put our pristine
waters at serious risk).  Why do
they want this?  Because of the

I feel I can honestly say
that creativity and madness
are linked. I just know it is
true….because I’ve lived it
and am not afraid to say I’m
both creative and exhibit
measured levels of madness!
There are millions of articles
about this topic, but it’s dry
material to read, let alone to
remember, and doesn’t matter
anyhow because I’ll still be
carrying on with writing,
painting, gardening, cooking
and costumes on the pine-
covered hillside in Soudan.

The majority of us born before 1965

or so, had the opportunity to
develop our imaginations at
great length beginning when
we were small children. I’m
grateful my dad monopolized
the one RCA Victor black and
white television we had in the
house I grew up in back in
Hoyt Lakes. Needing some-
thing to occupy us, we’d retreat
to our bedrooms or to the
basement to play.  My younger
brother, Kurt, and I enjoyed
Western movies and TV shows
so we brought them into our

basement playtime. By combining our
Lionel train set with clever ranch houses

made of Legos and using marbles for the
characters, we  recreated John Wayne stories
like the classic “McLintock.” The smaller
marbles were the women and children and
the big marbles were used for characters
like “The Duke” (John Wayne)!  We passed
many cold winter Saturdays merging our
creative minds like this.

In the more temperate months, we took
our love of Westerns outside. While bike
riding one day, we made a discovery. Just
north of our house, on the road that led past
the cemetery, we came across an area in the
woods that we decided we’d use for our
imaginary “Big Valley” house. Perhaps you
remember that show from the 1960’s. The
wooded area had smaller trees with natural

clearings that we used for the parlor and
ballroom.  On a hillside was a rock formation
that became the Barkleys’ wide staircase
leading to the second floor. For this larger
cast we added a few neighbor kids into the
mix. I always played the part of Nick
Barkley. I liked his shiny black hair, leather
vest and quick temper. The female characters
wore those tight dresses in gaudy colors
and didn’t interest me. They didn’t share in
the camaraderie that the Barkley brothers
had. Over the hill from this location and
across the paved road was the cemetery, but
to us it became the sweeping vastness of

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”
The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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I’m out herding cattle on the north range

SCARLET LYNN

STONE

An open letter 
to Jeff Bezos
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The U.S. Forest Service
has on obligation to maintain
effective wildland firefighting
capability in northeastern
Minnesota. The region is home
to the 2.1 million-acre Superior
National Forest, the largest
national forest in the U.S.,
east of the Rockies. 

It’s also one of the most
fire-prone regions outside the
West. Located on the southern
edge of the boreal forest, it’s
subject to an often-intense
spring fire season and has
increasingly experienced
severe fire conditions in late
summer and fall. With shallow
soils, the region is prone to
flash droughts that can quickly
ramp up fire danger, as we
experienced most recently
with the Pagami Creek fire,
which burned nearly 100,000
acres in September 2011. With
climate change portending
continued warming and
increasingly erratic weather
patterns, the prospect for cat-
astrophic fire in this region is
almost certain to increase in
the years ahead.

That’s why the prospect
that the Forest Service may
discontinue the stationing of
large air tankers at the Ely
Airport is such a concern. At
this point, we only know for
certain that the Forest Service
is undertaking a review of its
aerial firefighting resources.
Yet an internal Forest Service
ema i l  ob t a ined  by  t he
Timberjaysuggests that a deci-
sion has already been made at
the regional and national levels
within the agency to discon-
tinue stationing of large tankers
at both Ely and Hibbing. 

This would be a stunning
decision, one that Kawishiwi
District Ranger Gus Smith
described as “horrible, if true.” 

That’s because Smith rec-
ognizes the key strategic
importance of the Ely Airport,
which is located in the heart
of the Superior National Forest
and just outside the particularly
fire-prone Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness.
Without the ability to station
large aircraft at either Hibbing

or Ely, air tankers would need
to come from Brainerd or
Bemidji. These facilities are
located too far away to provide
for effective fire control.  

The importance of the
Ely Airport as a base of oper-
ations is well understood
within the Forest Service.
That’s one of the reasons that
the airport has received mil-
lions of dollars in state and
federal funding in recent
years— specifically to upgrade
the facility to meet the needs
of large air tankers. For the
Trump administration to now
reverse course on the use of
the Ely Airport would effec-
tively flush that prior public
investment and leave the
region increasingly vulnerable
to catastrophic fire. 

It’s well known within
the fire service that a quick
response by large tankers can
be incredibly effective in
bringing wildland fires under
control, with the ability to
deploy large volumes of fire
retardant with computer pre-
cision. They are deployed
most often to protect the flanks
of advancing fires, and in
many cases, can even halt the
advance of fires in their early
stages. But such aircraft can
only be effective when they
are staged near enough to the
action to ensure a prompt turn-
around. When it comes to cat-
astrophic fire, Ely’s airport is
the operational base of choice
for some of the most inacces-
sible and fire-prone territory
east of the Rockies. Indeed,
three of the largest wildland
fires in the eastern U.S. in
recent memory have occurred
in the region in just the past
dozen years, and the Ely
Airport was key to the fight
in every case.

For the millions of acres
of forest in northern St. Louis,
Lake, and Cook counties, the
Ely Airport is mission critical
and any decision to terminate
the use of the facility by large
tankers would be nothing short
of reckless. Any sensible
federal review would reach
the same conclusion.

Ely Airport
USFS should maintain stationing
of air tankers at a critical facility

See LETTER...page 5

DFL voters have a
choice in the 8th

Editor’s Note: It was
brought to our attention
this week that our descrip-
tion of inter-hospital trans-
fers as akin to a taxi service
in last week’s editorial, was
inappropriate. We highly
respect the work of all
emergency responders and
did not mean to diminish,
in any way, the work that
they do. 
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.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

CAPACITY...Continued from page 3
of capacity, according to
engineers’ estimates, while
the RV park is expected to
consume about 2,000
gallons, leaving insufficient
capacity for any other sig-
nificant development.

Political divide
While a majority of

the wastewater board
appears to be in favor of an
expansion, the agreement
is not universal and could
still pose a stumbling block.
“If there is no hotel or no
condominiums, you don’t
need i t ,”  commented
Breitung Supervisor and
wastewater board repre-
sentative Chuck Tekautz,

who implied that it might
make sense to wait before
moving forward with any
expansion. 

Tekautz also highlight-
ed a political divide over
the selection of an engi-
neering firm. Breitung uses
JPJ Engineer ing and
Tekautz said he places a
high value on loyalty. “I
don’t see any reason to
change engineering firms,”
he said. 

But representatives
from Tower argued other-
wise, and the matter quickly
turned into a discussion of
the past mistakes of both
JPJ and the city of Tower’s
preferred engineering firm,

SEH. 
Tuchel tried to calm

the waters, suggesting that
they could seek another
engineering firm or conduct
interviews in hopes of
agreeing on a firm. The
board adopted his recom-
mendation, instructing him
and Tower City Clerk Linda
Keith to develop questions
for interviews. 

The issue of how to
pay for the additional work
is also likely to be a sticking
point. Breitung supervisor
Greg Dostert said he’s
hearing some concern in
Breitung Township about
whether township residents
should have to pay a portion

of the cost of an expansion,
given that the additional
demand is coming from
Tower. 

Adding to the uncer-
tainty is the financial con-
dition of the wastewater
district, which has been hit
with significant unexpected
costs in recent months that
have drained the district’s
coffers. The district cashed
in its last CD recently to
cover bills from December.
“We’re running on fumes,”
said Tekautz.

p romi se  o f  j obs .
Copper/nickel mining, they
say, will bring hundreds
and hundreds, even thou-
sands, of new jobs to our
area.  Interestingly, they
never ask the question of
where  a l l  these  new
workers will live!  And I

think I know why.  Deep
down ,  t he  p r o -
copper/nickel proponents
must realize that, by the
time this new kind of
mining gets permitted,
automation and robotics
will have greatly reduced
the number of actual jobs.

For example, one person
(with an advanced tech
degree) will be “driving”
all of the huge ore trucks,
by computer, probably
from an off-site location.
In short, our elected lead-
ership does not anticipate
a housing crisis because

they understand that the
hype about “hundreds of
good paying mining jobs”
is sheer exaggeration.

Anyway, even though
Ely, Minnesota, is obvi-
ously not the right place
for Amazon’s huge second
headquarters and thousands

of employees, I hope you
have enjoyed my satire and
will put an Ely vacation on
your bucket list!  Perhaps
you don’t know what our
area has to offer, but the
renowned late Charles
Kuralt named Ely one of
the twelve best places in

America, and players on
the Super Bowl-bound
Philadelphia Eagles are
rumored to have come here
to relax and fish.

Elton Brown
Ely

LETTER...Continued from page 4

the Barkleys’ north range. It
was where we’d herd cattle,
confront outlaws, work up
a sweat, then eat peanut
butter sandwiches and drink
Tang (orange drink) we’d
brought from home. 

In addition, we also
enjoyed writing funny scripts
and doing mock radio shows
in my bedroom, which
served as our recording
studio. Kurt and I portrayed
various characters, recording
ourselves on a reel-to-reel
tape recorder. We utilized
sound effects made from
random household objects
and had a record player on
stand-by to add in a variety
of music when needed. We’d
get so silly sometimes and
lose our breath in raucous
laughter when we’d go back
and listen to our theatrical
creations. We were often,
“children who were not
seen…but undoubtedly
heard!”

Imaginative beginnings
brought about involvement
with the competition Speech
Team and various theater
productions in school. It was
easy for me to portray char-
acters because I’d learned

which avenues of my imag-
ination to travel down. I
won many awards at speech
contests and one-act play
contests, too. By the time I
graduated from high school
I had a nice collection of
competition medals and
better yet, little high school
“Oscars” from winning Best
Actress at Theater compe-
titions! My bookends, my
brothers called them. 

My  h i gh  s choo l
boyfriend was also active in
speech and drama. He loved
playing the part of the ladies
man, on and off stage. He’d
dance with the girls, “dip”
them, then gaze romantically
into their eyes. What an
idiot. I recall my dad looking
at my photo album and com-
menting, “Geez, every time
I see that guy he’s on top of
somebody.”  Such behavior
was part of the 1970’s, some-
thing you’d get suspended
from school for if it happened
today.  

Indeed, a girl’s life
allows lots of room for
drama…..like when you’re
a sophomore and your
boyfriend dumps you for
the senior with the missile-

cup bra.  Yes, same guy, and
you are crushed inside but
blurt out,  “I could care less
about you, farm boy…..with
your nerdy white socks and
Montgomery Ward blue
jeans!” “Take back your
(now airborne) stupid gum-
ball-machine ring, too!”  I
can still see it sailing towards
his feet, a plastic pyramid-
shaped thing set in stacked
layers of red, white and blue
with that cheap shiny round
gold metal band….that
turned my finger green. “Get
it right, loser, a girl wants a
jewel that somewhat resem-
bles an engagement ring
instead of a Fourth of July
pyramid!” Such a long life,
so many opportunities for
drama! 

It’s very fun to role play,
at any age, because you can
only improve. Plus it busts
up the routine of washing
out the Cuddle Duds in this
long cold winter on the
Soudan hillside. “Oh I am
rich beyond words, as I now
own two pairs of Cuddle
Duds!”

So anyway…I started
a whole new creative sce-
nario upstairs at the “House

of Stone”, where there are
hardwood floors and two
plaster-wall bedrooms with
angled ceilings. The hall
with a bathroom at the end
features my hippie-era wood
beads  hanging  in  the
doorway. There is also a
standard door on the bath-
room…for optional use. 

In this house, in this
chapter of my creative and
moderately-mad life…I
decided my husband and I
should each have a room,
our own space, when we
elect to have it. Why not?
Frankly, there are nights
when hydraulic-snoring or
mixing sugary treats with
vegetables disturbs the
peaceful flow of evening
air. It is most restful at these
times for all involved to
each take one’s own space.
Just as true, however, there
are other evenings when a
short jaunt across the hall in
the wee hours is very invig-
orating and communal. 

It has occurred to us
we’ve created a sitcom! We
are living in a co-ed dorm
back in the late 1970’s. One
day, on a shelf in the base-
ment, Bill found a black

vinyl number “four” and
brought it upstairs and hung
it above my dorm room door.
He started referring to me
as the “cool chick in room
four.” One evening we sat
in his small room on the
bed. (My dorm room is
larger.) The door was open
and we were drinking cock-
tails with only the hall light
on, listening to Django
Reinhardt. I told him we
were violating campus
policy— however, I knew
the “Hall Monitor” had a
night class. I added that
getting caught out of our
rooms after hours would
mean getting the boot from
the dorm. As we sat visiting,
I could visualize a student
walking past the door with
a backpack slumped over
his shoulder, his long hair
in his face, jeans frayed and
grungy. In that moment, I
was nineteen again. We hung
out for awhile, then I told
Bill (the cute guy in room
three) I had a paper to write
and needed to get outta his
room before  the  Hal l
Monitor returned. He said
he had a pop quiz first hour. 

This is very, very fun

stuff to bring into the days
of 2018….in the winter and
presidency of our discontent!
Our lives are made of mem-
ories that we model into cre-
ative treasures to carry us,
or our memories are chosen
to be the tools that drive us
over the edge into dark
depression and madness. It
is all a choice. Do we cope
or what? I colorfully cope.

The  ceme te ry
across  from the Big Valley
house, the one my brother
and I called the north range,
is now where he lies. Kurt
died at age forty, after fight-
ing a fifteen-year battle with
HIV and protease inhibitor
antiviral drugs he took to
help keep him alive. The
day I learned of his illness,
the “tragedy on ice” as we
called it, part of me died
too. We knew he would not
live a full life and we’d have
to watch him deteriorate.
Creativity and imagination
helped build my resilience,
as they do for so many. In
time I chose to be grateful
for the imaginative, silly,
and slightly crazy years I
had my brother in my life. 

to a paid on-call system for
its ambulance service to
avoid deficits in the ambu-
lance fund. In October,
Helmberger also revealed
a pattern of city violations
of the state’s Open Meeting
Law. 

Just moments before
ousting Helmberger from
TEDA, Carlson had made
a motion to replace the
Timberjayas the city’s offi-
cial newspaper, in favor of
the Tower News. The bids
from both newspapers
proved inconclusive as the
Timberjay had bid 39¢ a
column inch for legal pub-
lishing, compared to the
Tower News bid of 65¢ per
c o l umn  inch .  The

Timberjay had bid $2.75
per column inch for display
advertising, while the
Tower News had bid $2.50
per inch.

After an extended
silence from the council,
Carlson made the motion
to give the business to the
Tower News ,  and the
council went along unani-
mously.

Carlson made only a
few other changes to the
city’s reorganization.
Carlson added Mike Larson
to both the Gunderson Trust
Board, the Forestry Board,
and  t he  B oa r d  o f
Adjustment, and added an
Eveleth resident, Brian
Clennon, to the Forestry

Board .  Car l son  sa id
Clennon, a registered
forester, would like to make
a presentation to the
Forestry Board at their next
meeting to outline what he
sees as good opportunities
for timber harvesting on
city lands.

City salaries and reim-
bursements were mostly
left unchanged. The only
exceptions were an increase
in the ambulance training
officer’s salary from $500
a month to $550,  an
increase in the fire depart-
ment training officer’s
salary from $200 to $250
per month, and a one-cent
increase in the mileage
reimbursement rate. 

In other action, the
council:

� Approved a verbal
quote from Chuck Winger
for replacement of sewer
laterals at Hoodoo Point
Campground. 

� Approved the sale
of a city-owned 40-acre
parcel north of the Mud
Creek Road for $30,000.
The property had been on
the market since 2015.

�Approved missions
and job descriptions for
city committees and com-
missions.

�Approved the trans-
fer of a Hoodoo Point cabin
lease to Gary Wargin.

garbage.”
The city of Virginia

offered up more than just
the mayor’s denunciation
of the fliers. The city
council and the Virginia
Human  R igh t s
Commission approved a
resolution, on Jan. 23, that
reiterated the city’s support
for the Minnesota Human
Rights Act and declared
that the fliers did not rep-
resent community values
in Virginia.

The White Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan are based
in Pelham, N.C., and the

group has a reputation for
extremist views. The group
took part in the Unite the
R igh t  r a l l y  he ld  i n
Charlottesville, Virginia,
last year and its leader,
James Allen Fields, Jr.,
later stated that he was glad
that a young woman,
Heather Heyer, a counter-
d e m ons t r a to r  i n
Charlottesville,  was killed
by  one  of  the  whi te
supremacists.

While often referred
to as white supremacists,
the group’s leaders claim
to be white “separatists,”

believing that the races
should be kept separate. 

In addition to the fliers,
KBJR reported that pro-
KKK signs were erected
along Hwy. 169 north of
Virginia.

While often associated
with the southern U.S., the
Klan did once have a strong
presence in Minnesota.
According to Elizabeth
Hatle, author of “The Ku
Klux Klan in Minnesota,”
the organization once
boasted 51 chapters across
the North Star state, includ-
ing chapters in Duluth and

on the Iron Range. While
the group has long been
known primarily for its
hos t i l i ty  to  Afr ican-
Americans, the group has
also long espoused a nation-
alist ideology that also tar-
geted Catholics, Jews, labor
unions, and recent immi-
grants, particularly the
Irish. 

Many of the Klan
members were considered
prominent in their com-
munities at the time, and
many held elected office,
including in St. Louis
County. 

KKK...Continued from page 2

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

We Are Open and
Accepting Reservations

Indoor heated kennels, outdoor and indoor play areas,
exceptional care for special needs pets,

vet recommended, monitored all day,
owner Lisa Fabish is a certified vet assistant

Owners Mark and Lisa Fabish

Call to schedule a reservation:
218-984-3330

We can also be contacted via e-mail at
lisafabish@bwkennelsmn.com

7532 Hwy 135 North
(just north of Four Corners)

Embarrass, MN 55732

The Northwood's Finest Canine Care Facility!

NOW
OPEN!
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Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

Tower-Soudan
Athletic
Association
reports on 
annual giving

TOWER- The Tower-
Souda n  A th l e t i c
Association held their
annua l  m e e t i ng  on
Thursday, Jan. 18 at the
Vermilion Country School.
The non-profit group raises
funds for athletics and
activities for Vermilion
Country School and Tower-
Soudan Elementary, as well
as for summer youth base-
ball programs. The group
hosts one fundraiser each

year,  the TSAA Fal l
Auction.  This year ’s
auction once again met its
fundraising goal of approx-
imately $4,000.

In  2017 ,  TSAA
donated a total of $4,950,
including $2,640 for ath-
letics and activities at
Vermilion Country School,
$1,218 for youth baseball,
$292 for Tower-Soudan
Elementary programs, plus
helped fund the VCS
Community Carnival last
August.

Tower Soudan Athletic
Assocation, a non-profit
organization, is organized
to support and assist in any
way the athletic and/or art

programs in the Vermilion
Country Charter School
and  Tower-Soudan
Elementary School.

The 2018 officers are
Marshall Helmberger, pres-
ident; Joan Dostert, vice-
p r e s iden t ;  and  J od i
Summit, treasurer. Anyone
wishing to learn more about
the group, or to request
funding, can contact Jodi
Summit at vcs.charter@
gmail.com.

Friends of VCS
reports on a 
successful year

TOWER- Friends of
Vermilion Country School
held their annual meeting
on Thursday, Jan. 18 at the
Vermilion Country School.
The group is a booster club
for the school, and all
money raised goes to
support school activities
and other needs that are not
funded through the regular
budget.

School activities sup-
ported in 2017 included
VCS yearbook, BW Choral
Festival, purchase of art

and other project supplies,
NLAA play trip, environ-
mental education/green-
house  cons t ruc t i on ,
graduation expenses, field
trips, mileage for volunteer
math tutor, student council
expenses, advertising for
carnival/open house, com-
puter/server equipment,
assorted expenses reim-
bursed for teachers for
materials/supplies, and
matching funds for the
student council’s holiday
gifts for staff.

The 2018 officers are
Muriel Scott, president;
and Jodi Summit, treasur-
er.

TOWER- Finnlander bocce ball.
It’s like bocce ball, but on ice, using
flat-bottomed wooden disks with
handles. There is not nearly the preci-
sion seen in curling, another ice sport
that involves pushing things down on a
slippery lane. And it is not nearly as
elegant as regular bocce ball, played on
sand or grass courts. Players need to
push the disks, which involves a combi-
nation of a bowling stance that turns
into a belly flop. And since the Tower
Fire Department did such an exception-
al job icing down the four plowed lanes
on the Tower Harbor, there were actual-
ly a lot of unintentional belly (and back-
side) flops throughout the day.

The Tower-Soudan-Lake Vermilion
Events Board’s first annual Finnlander
Bocce Ball event attracted 15 teams of
four players each. Play started at 9 a.m.
and continued well into the afternoon,
with cash prizes for the top four teams.
Food and drinks were provided on site
by Good Ol’ Days.

Winning teams
Josh and Nikki Carlson, Justin

Semke, and Kay Collier took the grand
prize of $225. In second place for $175
were Aaron and Stef Gornick and Josh
and Jenny Nevala. Walter Bristol,
Mickey Ferguson, Holly Bristol Novak,
and Scott Phillips took third place for
$125. Lance and Annie Dougherty, and
Lee and Steph Carlson took fourth for
$75.

The Events Board would like to
thank everyone who came out to play
and watch the games. The day was a
success. They also wish to thank those
teams that donated their winnings back
to the events board, to be used to help
fund future events!

fun on ice

Pictured (clockwise
from top) taking their
turn on the ice: Cindy

Precht, Johnny
Eloranta, Shannon

Kelly, Josh Carlson.
Event board members

Amber Zak and Julie
Johnson. photos by 

J. Summit
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Transfer station
Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For info: 1-800-450-9278

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Recycling canisters  available
daily at the Greenwood Town
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Read the news 
from all three 

Timberjay editions 
each week

www.timberjay.com

Timberjay subscribers get free 
access to the online e-edition

NORTHEAST RANGE

The Tower-Soudan Timberjay and
Cook-Orr Timberjay are published
weekly on Friday by The Timberjay,
Inc. Offices are at 414 Main St., Box
636, Tower, MN 55790 [218-753-

2950], and PO Box 718, Ely, MN 55731 [218-365-
3114]. Fax number is 218-753-2916. E-mail
address is  editor@timberjay.com. Visit our website
at www.timberjay.com.

Entered as Periodicals at the Post Office in
Tower, Minnesota.  POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: The Timberjay, P.O. Box 636, Tower,
MN 55790. Three award-winning community edi-
tions are published each week for Tower/Soudan,
Cook/Orr, and Ely.

Publisher Marshall Helmberger
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Staff Writers Melissa Roach

Stephanie Ukkola
Ely Editor Keith Vandervort
Office Manager M. M. White
Graphics/Ad Sales/
Staff Writer Scarlet Lynn Stone
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Official Newspaper: 
City of Orr, Townships of Bearville, Breitung,

Eagles Nest, Embarrass, Kugler, Vermilion Lake,
Greenwood, Field, Morcom, Leiding, ISD 707.

Member: Minnesota Newspaper Association,
Lake Vermilion Resort Association, Lake
Vermilion Area Chamber of Commerce, Ely
Chamber of Commerce, Orr Chamber of
Commerce, Laurentian Chamber. 

Subscriptions Available:
St. Louis County: $34 year  Elsewhere: $49

year. We accept VISA/Mastercard/Discover. Please
specify Tower/Soudan, Cook/Orr or Ely edition.

NOTE:  Changes of address must be sent or
called in to the Tower office. Out-of-state delivery
may take 2-3 weeks. For prompt out-of-state deliv-
ery try the First Class Subscription: $100 year or
$10 per month.

Read the entire paper on-line every week. On-
line subscriptions cost $27.95/year; details at
www.timberjay.com.

Moving? Questions about your subscription? 
Call the Tower office at (218) 753-2950.
© Copyrighted in its entirety 2018
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Week of Jan. 29

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 
5088 Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of the
Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Feb. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first
(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call  753-2332.

Thursday
Vermilion Country School
Board-  Fourth Thursday
(except near holidays). 
Meetings posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org.
Next meeting is Thursday,
Feb. 22 at 5 p.m. (third
Thursday).

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

AEOA Senior
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermilion
Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the charter
school in Tower. All meals
include salad bar, fruit,
choice of beverage and
dessert.  

Reservations are
appreciated the day
before, or morning of, but
walk-ins are always
welcome.  Take-outs
available. Seniors age 60
and older who have reg-
istered for the program
and their partners qualify
for special pricing of $4
per meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served
from 12:30 – 1 p.m. on
days when the charter
school is open. Call the
schoo l  a t  218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for reser-
vations, or call AEOA at
1-800-662-5711 ext. 7323
for the one-time registra-
tion process.

Week of Jan. 29
Monday- Grilled

Cheese, Tomato Soup
Tuesday- Chicken

Chop Suey over Brown
Rice ,  Chow Me in
Noodles

W e d n e s d a y -
Hamburger Gravy over
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner
Roll, Green Beans

Thursday- Lasagna,
Dinner Roll

Friday- Pigs in a
Blanket, Baked Beans.

ST. MARTIN’S

Wednesday,  Jan. 31; Feb. 21; March 14
Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall 12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall 1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center 3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners 5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information call the Arrowhead Library System
at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

Senior Bingo in Tower
Monday, Feb. 5

TOWER- Senior Bingo will
be held in Tower on Monday, Feb.
5 at the Tower Civic Center from
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10
charge for the bingo party, which
includes lunch. All ages are
welcome to attend this community
event. Lunch is served starting at
11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at
12:45 p.m. 

Bingo is cancelled if school is
closed due to winter weather. Call
Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950 with
any questions.

Skie Chavez named to
Fond du Lac TCC Dean’s
List

REGIONAL- Skie Chavez, of
Tower, has been named to the Fond
du Lac Tribal and Community
College Fall Semester 2017 Dean’s
List.

Requirements for earning Dean’s
List honors at Fond du Lac Tribal
and Community College include
maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or higher
while completing 12 or more course
credits during the semester. 

Chimpy Skating Parties
on Jan. 27 and 28

SOUDAN- Everyone is invited
to Chimpy’s Skating Parties on
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 27-28 from
12 noon to 3 p.m. There will be food
and fun. Loaner skates are available.
Boot skaters welcome. This week’s

party is sponsored by Vermilion Park
Inn and the Tower-Soudan Joint
Powers Recreation Board.

Mardi Gras at St. Martin’s
Church on Feb. 9

TOWER- Can’t make it to Mardi
Gras in New Orleans this year? Let’s
try Plan B– come to the Mardi Gras
celebration on Friday, Feb. 9 at St.
Martin’s.

Fun for the whole family begins
at 5:30 p.m. and goes until 8:30. It’s
an open house-style event– come
when you want and stay as long as
you want.

There will be lots of food (and
yes we will be serving some tradi-
tional Mardi Gras foods), cash bar
for adult beverages, games for the
kids, piñata breaking at 7 p.m., and
a Mardi Gras photo booth.

The cost is a freewill offering.
Hope you’ll join us– let’s feast togeth-
er before the start of Lent.

Grief support group in
Tower starts in February

TOWER- Experiencing the
death of a loved one can be a very
difficult experience. Learning about
the grief process and having support
from others can help a great deal.
Please consider reserving your spot
to participate in this new monthly
grief support group in Tower. The
group is open to anyone in our area
who has experienced the death of a
loved one.  

The Monthly Grief Education
and Support Group meets from 2 –

4 p.m. on the first Thursday of the
month, beginning Feb. 1 at  Immanuel
Lutheran Church, 304 Spruce St.
There is no cost for this group

The group will be led by
Catherine Burt, East Range Hospice
Family Grief Support staff. Please
call to register , 1-877-851-2213 or
218-749-7975. The group is being
sponsored by Essentia Health St.
Mary’s East Range Hospice.

Vermilion Lake Township
Board of Audit

VERMILION LAKE TWP- The
Vermilion Lake Town Board will
conduct their annual audit of books
of the treasurer and clerk during their
regular monthly meeting on Monday,
Feb. 5 at 5 p.m. at the Vermilion Lake
Town Hall.

Shrove Tuesday pancake
meal at St. James on
Feb. 13

TOWER- St. James Presbyterian
Church in Tower is hosting their
annual Shrove Tuesday pancake
meal on Tuesday, Feb. 13 from 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. There will be pancakes,
sausages, fruit and drink. Cost is by
donations. All proceeds will be used
to fund the free Vacation Bible
School, set for July 9-13.

Any questions, call 218-753-
6005.

NER students attend
Honor Band workshop

DULUTH- Four
Northeast Range students
were chosen to attend an all-
day Honors Band workshop
and concert on Monday, Jan.
15 at the College of St.
Scholastica. Students from 17
different high schools played
with members of the St.
Scholastica Concert Band
under the direction of Dr.
Michael Buck. Pictured in the
front row from Northeast
Range are (from left) Jimmy
Zupancich, Anne Barich,
Ethan Zaitz, and Marshall
Backe. Back row is Dr. Buck
and St. Scholastica student
and band member Brandon
Mackai. Brandon is a 2017
graduate of Northeast Range.

TOWER- Are you ready for the
“Souper Bowl”? The St. Martin’s
Catholic Youth Group will again be
preparing a Booya Dinner for
“Souper Bowl” Sunday, on Feb. 4,
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.; carry
outs are available. For the past 14
years, the youth have been donat-

ing the ingredients, preparing the
booya and desserts, and accepting
freewill donations for the Tower
Soudan Food Shelf. The “Souper
Bowl of Caring” is a nationwide ecu-
menical movement that embodies
Jesus’ teaching to “love thy neigh-
bor.” 

Please support the youth and
bring a healthy appetite on Sunday,
Feb. 4, at St. Martin’s Catholic
Church. All proceeds go towards the
Tower Soudan Food Shelf.

“Souper Bowl” fundraiser at St. Martin’s
Stop by for booya on Sunday, Feb. 4 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.



AA - Alcoholics Anonymous

AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, First

Lutheran Church, 

915 E. Camp St.

WOMEN’S AA - Noon

Mondays, Ledgerock

Community Church, Ely - 

use 15th Street entrance

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.

Tuesdays,  Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 8-9 p.m.

at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church

in Ely. For persons who

encounter alcoholism in a 

relative or friend.

BABBITT AL-ANON -

Thursdays, 7 p.m., at Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

CO-DEPENDENTS’ 12-step

support group, noon Fridays, St.

Anthony’s Catholic Church, Ely.

ELY AREA FOOD SHELF - third

Wednesday each month. 15 W.

Conan St..

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION 

GED Study materials and pre-

test available. Ely Community

Center Thursday 10 a.m.-4

p.m.; Tower by appointment. 

Call 365-3359, 827-3232, or

1-800-662-5711. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd

Monday of Month:  6-7:30

p.m. at Carefree Living

Ely:  4th Monday of Month:

10-11:30 a.m. at Ely-

Bloomenson Hospital

Conference Room B

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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KINDERGARTEN SKI PARTY

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

In Brief

ELY - A “Fun for the
Fami ly”  Mesab i
Symphony concert will be
held the second weekend
in February in conjunction
with  the International Wolf
Center.

The  2:30 p.m. matinee
concer t s  wi l l  be  on
Saturday, Feb. 10 in Ely’s
Washington Auditorium,
and on Sunday, Feb. 11 in
Virgin ia’s  Goodman
Auditorium.

Only 500 kids (18 and
under) will be admitted for
free, so get there early.
Students can get tickets
from their music teachers.
Tickets can also be down-
loaded at  www.mesabisym-
phonyorchestra.org.

Conductor Ben Nilles,

and musicians from the
orchestra have visited
numerous music class-

rooms from Ely to Cherry
to introduce children, up
close and personal, to
orchestral music and the
people who play it. 

Sergey Prokofiev’s
beloved “Peter and the
Wolf” is at the center of
things. Ely’s jack-of-all-
artistic-trades Peter Kess
will narrate, act and gen-
erally carry on. Prokofiev
was pretty political with his
portrayal of all the char-
acters,  including the wolf
as bad guy. But in fact, the
wolf is just hungry. In the
interest of fairness (and
fun), the International Wolf
Center will provide objec-
tive, accurate information
out in the lobby. They’ll
have artifacts like pelts

and bones and antlers that
you can actually touch,
and discount admission
tickets to the IWC. 

Benjamin Britten’s
“Young Person’s Guide to
the Orchestra,” which he
wrote in 1945, will accom-
pany a short movie.

In  add i t i on ,  t he
Sleeping Beauty Waltz,
one of Tchaikovsky’s mas-
terpieces, will have  imag-
inations twirling and
swooping around the hall,
carried on his gorgeous
melodies. Rounding out
the program is  Otto
Nicolai’s greatest hit, the
overture to his opera. “The
Merry Wives of Windsor.”
He based it on a lightly-
esteemed Shakespeare

play, and neither one is per-
fo rmed  ve ry  o f t en .
Happily, this overture
describes Italian comic
opera in ten delightfully
energetic minutes.

This concert is made
possible in part by a grant
from the Donald G. Gardner
Humanities Trust. 

Additional funding for
this concert is provided by
Minnesota Power. Free
student tickets are made
possible in part by the voters
of Minnesota through a
grant from the Arrowhead
Regional Arts Council,
thanks to appropriations
from the Minnesota State
Legislature’s general and
arts and cultural heritage
funds. 

Concert features ‘fun for the family’

Skinny/Fat
Relay is Feb. 10

ELY - Grab your
“skinny skis” and your
“fat bike” and come out
to Hidden Valley in on
Saturday, Feb. 10 for the
inaugural Skinny/Fat
Relay.

The event features
a 10K freestyle ski and
a 10K fat bike ride (solo
both or relay with a
partner). We’ll try to set
up solo relay athletes
with partners if possi-
ble on race day. If you
just want to fat bike and
need a ski partner, we’ll
try to group folks up.

Same-day registra-
tion runs from 8-9:30
a.m. There is a $20 entry
fee per person on race
day at Hidden Valley.

There’s  a lso  a
“Tour de Valley” ski
race on Sunday, Feb.
11.

Ely Free Clinic
open Mondays

ELY -  The  E ly
Commun i ty  Hea l t h
Center is Ely’s Free Cinic.
They are open every
Monday evening from
5:30-7 p.m. in the lower
level of the Frandsen Bank
building on 1st Ave. in
downtown Ely.

They are available to
see anyone who does not
have health insurance.
They are also available for
anyone who has health
insurance but has unaf-
fordable co-pays or
deductibles (underin-
sured).

For more information,
call 218-365-5678, or visit
their website, www.ely-
communityhealth.org, or
Facebook page.

Conductor Ben
Nilles will participate
in the “Fun for the
Family” concert in
Ely on Feb. 10. 
submitted photo

Megan Devine’s
Kindergarten students
at Ely Elementary
School recently
enjoyed using the
school’s new Nordic
Rocks skis. Retired
teacher Susan
Ferguson was on
hand, volunteering to
help. submitted photos

Steve Foss of Ely took a day off from guiding to put a couple of lake
trout from Burntside Lake on the table. submitted photo
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Yesterday’s news, 
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

January 25, 1918

Mayor’s resignation not accepted
A special meeting of the city council was held

Saturday night to act on the resignation of Mayor
Geo. L. Brozich. The full council was present and
many citizens were also at the meeting.

Geo. T. Ayers, on behalf of the business men
of Ely, made an address in which he brought forth
the excellent manner in which Mayor Brozich con-
ducted the affairs of the city on behalf of those cit-
izens who had signed a petition asking the mayor
to reconsider.

Mr. Brozich stated to those present his inabil-
ity to handle the affairs of the mayor’s office owing
to press of other business. He also brought up the
fact that he had been censured by certain elements
in the city on account of his loyalty to the United
States and that he was continually being bothered
at his place of business by people having grievances
against the city council and the government of the
city.

Council members spoke in behalf of Mr. Brozich
reconsidering the step he had taken and after a motion
passed unanimously laid the resignation on the table
in the hopes that he would recall the same.

The newspaper and many citizens of Ely hope
the mayor will reconsider and remain in office to
serve out the term to which he was elected. We know
that there is much worry and work connected with
the office. It seems that everyone with a grievance,
instead of going to the head of the department against
which he has the peeve, at once rushes to the mayor
with his grouch.

We would remedy the situation by making the
department heads responsible for the conduct of their
offices. Grievances should be taken to the council.
The mayor should not be pestered with minor
details and squabbling.

We hope Mayor Brozich will reconsider his
action to resign and decide to stay in his position
as head of the city. He has been the most progres-
sive mayor the city has ever had. Besides, he is an
American, first, last, and all the time.S u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  T i m b e r j a y  2 1 8 - 7 5 3 - 2 9 5 0

News  Briefs

ELY LOCAL NEWS

The 2018 Ely Memorial High School Winter Frolic court, above, includes,
from left, Laura Pasmick, Emma Terwilliger, Emma Larson, Kelley
Fischer, Austin Kallberg, Adam McDonald, Dylan Kienitz and Thomas
Montana. The king and queen, right, crowned by the Homecoming 
royalty, are Fischer and Montana. photos by K. Vandervort

No opposition for
Morse, Fall Lake
incumbents

REGIONAL –
Residents in Fall Lake
and Morse townships
around Ely will have a
quiet election day on
Tuesday, March 13,
because the two supervi-
sors up for re-election are
running unopposed.

Terry Soderberg of
Morse Township, and
Mary Tome of Fall Lake
Township, both filed their
re-election papers last
week and are the only can-
didates on their respective
ballots.

The townships will
also hold their annual
meetings on election day,
after the polls close, to set
their property tax levy
and to decide on any other
issues that may be on the
agenda.

In  S tony  R ive r
Township, three people
are running unopposed,
including Clerk Patricia
Thoms, and Supervisors
Chad Shober and Ryan
Breden. No candidate
filed to run for township
treasurer.

Tuesday Group 
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group
schedule (subject to
change) is listed below.
All talks are at 12 noon
on Tuesday at Grand Ely
Lodge, unless noted. 

Jan. 30 – Meet new
Elyites

Feb. 6   – Russ
Vanderboom – Author of
“The Good Guy List”

During a Winter Frolic Pep Rally Tuesday morning, students participated
in various feats of skill, including Human Hungry Hippo, above, and
stilts races, below left. Sophomore James Schwinghamer, below right, 
grimaced his way through a blindfolded make-up competition.

High school band members, above, put the pep in the Pep Rally.
Members of the freshman class, below,  struggled through the Tug of
War competition, beating the seniors in the first round. 



Life in the North
Country

Tempera tu r e :  21
degrees with a high pre-
dicted of 24 degrees. Wind–
none.

I t  i s  a  beau t i f u l
morning in the North
Country! Every tree and
bush is covered with hoar-
frost, a grayish-white, crys-
talline deposit of frozen
water vapor formed in clear,
still weather on trees,
bushes, and fences. It will
often look like snow. It
appears we are enjoying our
January thaw. The trails are
in very good condition for
the snowmobilers and the
milder temperatures bring
out the fishermen.

And there is talk of
football! Oh, how our
Vikings bubble burst. But
we all give thanks to the
Vikings for a great year of
football! We may wish
it could have gone on a bit
longer; however, what
started out at the beginning
to look like another disap-

pointing year, we ended up
with a much higher satis-
faction quotient. As we
have come to say, better
luck next year!

Also, thanks to the
Vikings fans for respond-
ing so generously to the
charity supported by the
Saints’ kicker. And even
greater thanks to him for
donating the contributions
back to a children’s hos-
pital here in Minnesota. A
great big bushelful of rasp-
berries to the Philly fans
who threw beer cans and
shouted  “get out of our
town” to Vikings fans at the
game last Sunday. Win or
lose, class is class—and if
you don’t have it, you
can’t fake it! We are proud
of “Minnesota Nice”.

Mark the dates of
March 3 and 4 on your cal-
endar for the Crane Lake
Challenge. It is always a
super time for all the snow-
mobilers and spectators. It
is amazing to see the sleds
fly by in the speeds they
are capable of. The final
day, Sunday, the awards
ceremony is conducted at
Voyagaire Lodge. If you
have a speedy sled enter the
race and see what your
vehicle can really do.

The winter season of
b ingo has  s ta r ted  a t
Voyagaire Lodge. The
games begin at 6 p.m. with
a dinner special always
available.  

Life in the Land of
Sun and Sand

Even here in sunny
Florida, there is a touch of
home. In the same condo
complex where a Dame
resides, you can also find
Dennis and Donna Carlson
f rom Cook.  Another
couple,  Anthony and
Beverly Krall, also reside
in the complex. Tony is
originally from Eveleth,
and Beverly was formerly
a Godich from Gilbert.
Former classmates of Jim
Sanborn, originally from
Hibbing, are scattered
about the area as well. Bob
and Terri Kaiser are famil-
iar with Destin, though
they have abandoned this
area for Arizona in the past
couple of years. “Ranger”
is spoken all over!

It has been noted that
Minnesota has had a
warming trend—although
not as warm as has been
experienced in other parts
of the country. Destin had
a gorgeous weekend with
temps in the 70s and sun,
sun, sun. Sitting on the
patio with a “cool” drink
was a pleasure. White skin
is turning pink—and as
John Denver used to
say,  “Sunshine on my
shoulders  makes  me
happy!” Rain is predicted
for later today—a little dif-
ferent from the snow (8”
or more) and 40-mile an
hour winds predicted for

some parts of Minnesota.
Schools in the southern
part of the state have
already closed in anticipa-
tion of bad weather. Texas
has warmed up, and no
further  mudslides have
occurred in California. The
Pacific Northwest is wet!
Whatever your weather,
stay safe and well-fed.

Let us hear from you.
If you are a snowbird, tell
us what life is like in your
area. Snowbirds like to
hear the news of what is
going on in Crane Lake; we
like to know about you.
Send news by e-mail to
info@thelakecountry.com,
by fax at 218-757-3533, or
by phone to Sandy at 218-
757-3233 and it will be
added. Remember any
funds received for this
column are added to the
Crane Lake Scholarship
Fund. This scholarship is
given to our local students
who graduate and will
receive further education.
The committee for the
Scholarship Fund is Sandra
Bodkin, Linda Lang and
Tracey Francke. Contact
any member of the com-
mittee should you wish to
make a donation.  

Until next week, the
Dames are singing off.
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Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

by MELISSA ROACH

Staff Writer

Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead

Library System Bookmobile. NOTE NEW STOPS
AND TIMES!

Thursday,   Feb.
8; March 1, 22.

Nett  Lake –
Community Center
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake –
Ra nge r  S t a t i on
11:15 a.m.  - 12 noon

Orr  –  Lake
Count ry  ReMax
building 1:45 - 2:30 p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       

For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-
A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768  218-
741-3840, or check our website at www.alslib.info.

FOOD SHELF FUNDRAISER

CRANE LAKE

Archery season underway
REGIONAL- The following North Woods stu-

dents earned honors at the Greenway Grand Prix
held on Saturday, Jan. 20:

Fourth Grade- Anna Nelson placed fifth with a
score of 196.

Middle School- Carter Holman placed second
with a score of 283.

High School- Jeremiah Voges placed first with
a score of 289.

The next archery meet is Saturday, Jan.27 at
Mesabi East in Aurora.  

Jaylin Crain named to Fond du Lac
TCC Dean’s List

REGIONAL- Jaylin Crain, of Cook, has been
named to the Fond du Lac Tribal and Community
College Fall Semester Dean’s 2017 List.

Requirements for earning Dean’s List honors at
Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College
include maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or higher while
completing 12 or more course credits during the
semester. Students may take daytime classes,
evening classes, weekend classes, online classes, or
a combination of the above classes. A total of 1,954
full�time and part�time students were enrolled at
Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College during
Fall Semester 2017.

Voyageurs National Park announces
“Winter at Voyageurs Event Series”

INT’L FALLS- Voyageurs National Park’s staff
is proud to announce the 2018 Winter at Voyageurs
Event Series. The events will be held Jan. 19
through March 25. Most programs are held at the
Rainy Lake Visitor Center unless otherwise noted. 

The 2018 Winter at Voyageurs Event Series
offers something for everyone. From painting on
canvas to bird watching, sledding to storytelling,
most events are designed for all ages and skill
levels. Everyone is welcome to come to the park
and explore something new—or something already
known and loved—this winter. For more informa-
tion, please visit Voyageurs.org/calendar or
www.nps.gov/voya.

“Part of Voyageurs National Park Association’s
mission is to connect people to Voyageurs National
Park. We’re proud to co-sponsor this series helping
people of all ages embrace the winter, play, and
learn in their park,” said Christina Hausman, VNPA
Executive Director.

Metal tooling class offered at Cook
Library on Friday, Jan. 26

REGIONAL- The Arrowhead Library System
is pleased to present Duluth Art Institute’s Metal
Tooling, a free interactive program being offered
for ages 10 to adult at the Cook Library on Friday,
Jan. 26 at 3:30 p.m. 

Create a unique, colorful and textured artwork
by tracing designs onto thin metal sheeting before
coloring with permanent markers. Watch your
design emerge through your inner artist.

This program, sponsored by Arrowhead
Library System, was funded in part or in whole
with money from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund. To learn more about Arrowhead
Legacy Events, please see our calendar at
www.alslib.info, find us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/ArrowheadLegacy, on Pinterest at
https://www.pinterest.com/alexisleitgeb/legacy-
events, or like us on Facebook at http://www.face-
book.com/alslibinfo.

North Woods students preparing
for Empty Bowl event on March 2

Subscribe Today  (218) 753-2950

FIELD TWP- Preparations
are underway for the sixth annual
North Woods School Empty
Bowl event.  This year the event
will honor veterans.  North
Woods ceramic students are
working to meet the goal of
making 250 bowls for the event.
The high school students also
pitched in, assisting the third
grade elementary students in
glazing the bowls.   North Woods
Art teacher Rachel Betterley
said, “A lot of my experience as
Miss Minnesota was going to vet-
erans’ homes.  I really was
inspired by them and wanted to
give back in a different way.”
She added, “We really want to
welcome veterans and their fam-
ilies, so we are planning a big
celebration this year.”  Veterans
and military service members
will receive a free meal and a
complimentary bowl.  

Making bowls for the event,
senior Tim Pierce said, “It feels
good to give back, and it’s a ther-
apeutic process on the wheel.”
He added, “It’s nice to give back
to an event that benefits our
country.”  As students make the
bowls, the event has expanded
to include participation beyond
the school, and into the com-
munity.  “This really is a com-
munity-supported event.  Local
area churches and volunteers
make the soup. Our sponsors,
McDonalds and Zup’s Grocery,
have been good in supporting the
event,” Betterley said.  Last year
the event raised over $2,000 for
the Cook and Orr Food Shelves,
as well as the Nett Lake Boys
and Girls Club.  The Empty
Bowls event will take place on
Friday, March 2 from 4:30-7 p.m.
The one-of-a-kind ceramic bowls
will be available for $10; includ-
ed in the price is a soup dinner
with dessert and beverage.

Above: Karina
Bristol creates
bowls during
ceramics class.

Right: Tim Pierce
shows off some 
finished bowls,
which are waiting 
to be glazed.

The community can
purchase a bowl
and soup for $10 on
Friday, March 2.
This year, veterans
and military service
members can eat
for free at the event.

Services at Mesabi Unitarian
Universalist

VIRGINIA- On Sunday, Jan. 28, “The Sixth
Sense” will be presented by Siyanda Elizabeth, a
service containing reflections on how human abili-
ties that extend beyond the physical body can influ-
ence the goal of world community with peace,
liberty and justice for all. Mesabi Unitarian
Universalist Church is located at 230 7th St. S in
Virginia. Usual services are Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
For more information, visit www.mesabiuu.org. A
parent/infant area is provided, as is toddler care, and
religious education is provided for the over fives.
All are welcome and we are handicap accessible.   



Second semester has
now begun a t  Nor th
Woods.  This means class
schedule changes for some
kids, and a fresh start to a
new grading period for all
of our students.  Students
in grades 9-12 at North
Woods earn credit in high
school classes based upon
semesters,  with each
semester class worth half
a credit, a year-long class
worth one credit, and so on.
Students earn credits with
a maximum of seven per
year, and must earn twenty-
four credits total in order
to earn a high school
diploma.

This week I would like
to touch on internet safety
and appropriate use of
devices.  Our digital world
has brought us to a place
where we enjoy the con-
venience of online banking
and instant information
access among other things,
but also requires a respon-
sibility to work with our
kids on how to properly
“wade the waters” of tech-
nology.

The internet at most
schools, including North
Woods, operates through a

filter system known as a
“firewall.”  This is meant
to filter out inappropriate
content and is indeed set
up to do so.  Is it perfect?
Nope.  On occasion we find
that students are able to nav-
igate to locations they
should not go to.  This is
against school rules and
school policy, and can lead
to disciplinary conse-
quences.   It also leads to
an investigation on our end
to determine what steps
we can take at school to
prevent these situations.
Ultimately, it comes down
to student responsibility.
Our kids learn to make
appropriate choices in
many areas of their lives,

and this is another area
where we are looking to
teach our kids good deci-
sion-making.

Have I mentioned that
,unless your career is in the
computer technology field,
your children likely have
way more ability than you
when it comes to being
“computer savvy”?  They
also have way more spare
time than we do.   As a
parent, do your best to
monitor what your kids are
doing on their devices.  Ask
for help if needed.  If you
are suspicious of some-
thing that may have hap-
pened at school, please let
us know and we will inves-
tigate.

In terms of safety, we
need to remind our kids to
never share personal infor-
mation online or in emails.
Never post inappropriate
content on social media,
even if you think it will
“disappear.”  Can you say
“Snapchat”?  Kids have a
tendency to take a screen-
shot of the content, which
can preserve it forever.  We

also need to keep in mind
that if posts or email are
considered harassing or
criminal, law enforcement
can investigate in order to
find the source of the infor-
mation.   Kids sometimes
do not realize that they are
leaving the evidence of
their behavior for all to see.

If you use email, you
are likely aware of “phish-
ing” attempts, or people
who are posing as someone
else in order to obtain your
information.  This happens
to kids, too.  Again, this is
a good time to remind our
kids to never reply to an
unknown post or email,
even if it seems legitimate.
Always remind your kids
to save the message or post
and talk to a trusted adult
at home or at school.  This
is the best way to keep our
kids and our information
safe.

Have a great weekend!
Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com
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Grizzly
school
spirit

JOHN
VUKMANICH

Keep your family internet safe...

GRIZZLY SPORTS

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less�Stop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fall/Winter  Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN
666-0205

Effective
October 1

Fans packed the bleachers at last
week’s Grizzlies vs. Blue Devils nail-
biter. Cheerleaders kept the crowd
going, and the Grizzlies took the
win!     photos by C. Stone
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Community forum on Heroin and
Opiates set for Tuesday, Jan. 30 at
Fortune Bay

VERMILION RESERVATION- Bois Forte is
sponsoring a community forum on Heroin and
Opiates on Tuesday, Jan. 30 at the Woodlands
Ballroom at Fortune Bay.

A resource fair begins at 5 p.m., followed by a
welcome by Tribal Chairwoman Cathy Chavers at
5:10 p.m., an opening prayer by Virgil Sohm at 5:15
p.m., and then a free community dinner from 5:30 -
6:15 p.m. A presentation on the topic, along with
naloxone training will begin at 6:15 p.m. Speakers
will include James Cross, from Natives Against
Heroin.

Free childcare will be available; please contact
Pam Hughes at 218-753-2347 to arrange for child
care.

Brunfelt to speak on the area’s 
cooperative movement on Feb. 6

HIBBING- The well-known Iron Range histori-
an Pam Brunfelt will speak on “The Cooperative
Movement,” a topic that will resonate with persons
of Finnish descent, at a new meeting site– the Grace
Lutheran Church across from Lowes in Hibbing, at
2 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 6.  The new meeting site is
handicap accessible and offers ample parking.
Everyone is invited!   Coffee is provided and light
refreshments to be shared  are brought  by attendees.

Vermilion Penguins planning 
upcoming rides and trips

REGIONAL- The Vermilion Penguins
Snowmobile Club hosts regular rides for members
and other interested snowmobilers. On Saturday,
Jan. 27, everyone is invited to participate in this
year’s Fun Run. You can participate by sled or by
car. All proceeds go to support trails in the Tower,
Babbitt, and Ely areas.

The club will host a ride to the Junction Bar and
Grill in Babbitt on Saturday, Feb. 3. Riders should
meet at Benchwarmer’s in Tower at 10 a.m.

The club will hold their regular monthly
meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 7p .m. at Fortune
Bay. All members and interested parties are
welcome to attend.

The club will host an overnight trip to the
Thunderbird Lodge on Rainy Lake, Int’l Falls on
Saturday, Feb. 10, returning on Sunday. Please call
the hotel for reservations at 1-800-351-5133.

Ruby’s Pantry in Babbitt on Jan. 27
BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry will be distributing

food at the Babbitt Municipal Center (71 South
Drive) on Saturday, Jan. 27 (always on the fourth
Saturday of each month) from 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. A $20 cash (no
checks) donation buys an abundance of food. No
income or residency guidelines. Bring two large
boxes or baskets. Sponsored by St. Pius X Catholic
Church. Volunteers always welcome. Young chil-
dren must be supervised by an adult.

Peter and the Wolf performance in Ely
and Virginia, Feb. 10 and 11

REGIONAL- The Mesabi Symphony Orchestra
and the International Wolf Center invite you to our
“Fun for the Family” matinee concerts. Along with
other pieces, we’ll perform Peter and the Wolf, with
narration by Peter Kess, on Saturday, Feb. 10, in
Ely’s Washington Auditorium, and again on Sunday,
Feb. 11, in Virginia’s Goodman Auditorium. Both
concerts begin at 2:30 p.m. The International Wolf
Center will be in the lobby both days with informa-
tion that Prokofiev didn’t have on wolves. Tickets
are available at the door, and students get in free
with a ticket from their music teacher. Get lots more
information at www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org.

Annual fish fry and raffle at Veterans
on the Lake on Feb. 3

ELY- An “All You Can Eat” fish fry will be held
at Veterans on the Lake, at 161 Fernberg Road in
Ely, on Saturday, Feb. 3 from noon – 4 p.m. The cost
is $10 per adult, or $9 with a Winterfest button. Kids
4 to 12 years old get in for $6, and kids under 4 eat
free. Raffle tickets will also be sold at the fish fry
until 3 p.m. for drawings at 3:30 p.m. for over
$3,700 in prizes. Tickets available through any
board member or at Front Porch and Sam’z.

Vermilion Dream Quilters meet Feb. 1
TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet

at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 1 in the social hall
at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower. Be sure to
bring your snowball blocks with your address label
on the back if you would like to be included in the
Snowball Lottery. You might be the lucky winner of
all the blocks. Colleen Lepper will share tips on
border construction—how the direction you cut a
border strip might make it more or less stretchy, how
to compensate for sides that aren’t quite the same
length, and if she gets really brave, mitered corners!
Then, we all enjoy show and tell, so bring yours to
share. Coffee an’ will be served during the intermis-
sion. Hostesses are Cathy Burt, Nancy Pajunen and
Jill Wagoner. The Vermilion Dream Quilters is a
guild with members from throughout
the Iron Range and Arrowhead Region and is open
to anyone interested in quilting and creative
sewing.  Members encourage and instruct each other
and share tips. For more information, please
contact Corrine Hill at 218-753-4600.

Ely’s Story Portage to hold essay contest

Into the Brush wins Community Award

ELY- Story Portage received a
g ran t  f r om the  Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community to
fund an essay contest in partnership
with the Boundary Waters Journal.
The theme for 2018 is Minnesota’s
Wooden Canoe Heritage. Selected
essays will receive $250 and will be
considered for publication in the
Boundary Waters Journal. The contest
is open to writers in Minnesota and
Wisconsin. Guidelines are available
at storyportage.com. “This is a great
way for writers to think about
Minnesota’s history in a unique way,”
says Anthony Wright, Story Portage
Board Chair. “Unpublished writers
are invited to submit. There are new
voices out there, which we want to

hear.” Representatives from Listening
Point Foundation, the Minnesota
Canoe Museum, and Story Portage
will select winning essays. The editor
of the Boundary Waters Journal will
select the final essays for publica-
tion. 

The Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community is a federally rec-
ognized, sovereign Indian tribe
located southwest of Minneapolis/St.
Paul. With a focus on being a good
neighbor, good steward of the earth,
and good employer, the SMSC is
committed to charitable donations,
community partnerships, a healthy
environment, and a strong economy.
The SMSC and the SMSC Gaming
Enterprise (Mystic Lake Casino

Hotel and Little Six Casino) are the
largest employers in Scott County.
Out of a Dakota tradition to help
others, the SMSC has donated nearly
$300 million to organizations and
causes since opening the Gaming
Enterprise in the 1990’s and has con-
tributed millions more to regional
governments and infrastructure such
as roads, water and sewer systems,
and emergency services. 

Story Portage is a new non-profit,
centered in Ely, created to foster the
art of personal narrative and to
promote literacy and reading here in
the Northwoods. 

REGIONAL – Lake Country
Power selected Into The Brush, Inc.,
art program of Ely, as the winner of
its annual Touchstone Energy
Community Award. The co-op chose
this fairly new grassroots organiza-
tion for the fine art stones they paint
and give as a special memento to
comfort individuals who become
terminally ill.    

“I almost cried reading their
application,” said Misty Ryan of
Lake Country Power. “You’ve got
to love the volunteer work they’re
doing to touch people’s lives in such
a special and meaningful way.”    

As winner of the Touchstone
Energy Community Award, Into The
Brush, Inc., was awarded a plaque
and $500 that will go toward sup-
plies to create the fine art stones.  

“Thank you so much; it’s so
awesome to be recognized for this
yea r ’s  Touchs tone  Ene rgy
Community Award,” said Jackie
Hartleben, who submitted the appli-
cation to Lake Country Power. 

Joe Baltich has painted 30 Lake
Superior stones so far since February
2017. He’s the program director and
lead artist for the Into The Brush art
and learning to paint programs, which
are headquartered at the Red Rock
Wilderness Store near Ely. 

The Stones of Uplifting Light
(SOUL) project is an ongoing endeav-
or. When individuals become ter-
minally ill, Into The Brush paints and
ships a fine art stone to the person
to remind them of a more joyous time
in their life for therapeutic comfort. 

“We research the individual

through a family member, friend or
acquaintance to learn more about
them before painting the stone,” said
Baltich. “SOUL stone recipients
often have families who get to keep
the stones after their passing, and the
comments have been heart-tugging
and moving. We know we’re making
a difference in people’s lives.”

Lake Country Power is one of
the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives

in Minnesota providing a local com-
munity award to encourage and rec-
ogn i ze  l oca l  commun i ty
contributions. Into The Brush, Inc.,
will compete with winners from
other Minnesota-based electric coop-
eratives for statewide recognition and
$1,000.  

For more information, visit
www.redrockstore.com or email
intothebrush@gmail.com. 

Accepting the Touchstone
Energy Community Award
from Lake Country Power for
Into The Brush, Inc., is Jackie
Hartleben and Joe Baltich.
submittted photo

REGIONAL- St. Louis County
continues to need loving foster parents
to provide a temporary, stable envi-
ronment for children in out-of-home
placement. To make it easier for
people who are considering opening
their home to learn what it takes to
serve as a foster parent, county social
workers are hosting two open house-
style information sessions. The first
will be on Monday, Feb. 5, from 3:30
– 6:30 p.m. at the Northland Office
Center, 307 S 1st St. in Virginia. The
second will be on Friday, Feb. 9, from
noon - 1:30 p.m. at the Government
Services Center, 320 W 2nd St. in
Duluth. 

Foster home licensors will be

available to meet one-on-one with
people to answer questions about
foster care options and the require-
ments. There will be no formal pres-
entation, so people can stay for
whatever length of time fits their
schedule. The county is in constant
need of temporary foster homes,
short term/emergency homes, and
foster/adopt homes for infants, chil-
dren and youth. An average of 700
children are in out-of-home place-
ment on any given day in St. Louis
County. That number, while high, has
at last leveled off after several years
of dramatic increase. However, the
complexity of the situations, often
due to parents’ drug addictions and/or

mental illness, has resulted in chil-
dren having to remain in foster care
for longer periods before they can
be safely reunited with their fami-
lies. 

Anyone over the age of 21 can
serve as a foster parent. Marital
status, income level, culture or reli-
gion do not matter. For questions
about the open house, or about
requirements to be licensed as a
foster parent, visit stlouiscoun-
tymn.gov/childfostercare or call 218-
726-2168 in the Duluth area
or 218-404-5330 for north St. Louis
County (north of Cotton).

Information sessions offered for prospective
foster parents on Monday, Feb. 5

Fiberart Guild to meet
Thursday, Feb. 1

VIRGINIA- The Range Fiberart
Guild will meet Thursday, Feb. 1, at
6:30 p.m. at the Gethsemane Lutheran
Church, 901 4th St. S, Virginia.
Bruce Engebretson will talk about
his interest in flax preparation, spin-
ning and weaving.  Bruce has a
weaving, spinning and dyeing studio
near Detroit Lakes.

Roller derby fitness class
MT. IRON- Roller derby

fitness classes will be held in the
multi-purpose room at Merritt
Elementary School on Thursdays

through March 15 from 6 – 8 p.m.,
with no class held Feb. 22. The
cost is $20 per person, paid at the
door for the entire session.

The class is off-skates, meant
to reawaken muscles needed for
roller derby. All ages and genders
are welcome. Bring a water bottle
and yoga mat (for floor exercises).

NAMI support group for
families in Virginia

VIRGINIA- NAMI Minnesota
(National Alliance on Mental
Illness) sponsors free support
groups for families and friends of
individuals living with a mental

illness. Led by trained facilitators
who also have a family member
with mental illness, the support
groups help families develop
better coping skills and find
strength through sharing their
experiences. A family support
group meets in Virginia on the
second Tuesday of each month,
from 6 - 7 p.m., at Essentia-Health
Medical Arts Clinic, 901 9th St.
N., in McMillan Room B. For
information, call Dan at 218-290-
5461.



Sons of Norway to
meet in Virginia

VIRGINIA- Sons of
Norway Haarfager Lodge
40 will meet at 6:30 p.m
on Thursday, Feb. 1, in the
Virginia City Hall Club
Room. Wayne and Bernie
Christiansen will present
the program “Prague and
the Imperial Cities of the
Danube River,” sharing
their experiences on a
recent river cruise. The
serving committee con-
sists of Stephanie and
Nathan Lutzka, Nancy
Birkeland, and Bernie and
Wayne Chris t iansen.
Anyone interested in
Norwegian culture and her-
itage is welcome to attend.

Meet local authors
at Laskiainen

AURORA- A gather-
ing of local area authors
will be in the Old Co-op
Theater Room on Sunday,
Feb. 4 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
as part of the Laskiainen
festivities at the Loon Lake
Community Center. Bea
Ojakangas, nationally-
known cookbook author,
will be selling her new
book “Homemade”, which
tells of her growing-up
years on a farm in north-
ern Minnesota and of being

a home economist on a
national level. Her tales
bring to life the Finnish
cu l t u r e  o f  no r the rn
Minnesota as well as inter-
national culinary traditions.
Her husband, Dr. Richard
Ojakangas , will be present
with his book “Roadside
Geology”. Aurora author
and photographer Carol
Bowman will have her
book on Minnesota loons
as well as puzzles and orna-
ments for sale. Michael
Socha will have his book
entitled” Vera”, a story of
his mother growing up in
the Ukraine and emigrat-
ing to Duluth, for sale. A
frequent Laskiainen visit-
ing author, Mark Munger,
will be present with his
books based on local
history and locale. Add to
these Dennis Esler, a
popular Palo author, Donna
Rahkola from Embarrass
with her first book—a
mys t e ry,  Joan
Lewandowski, a Range
author of inspirational
books, and Sandra Buttala
from Virginia with her book
“Man Who Fell From the
Sky: A WWII True Story”.
Former Dean of Salolampi
(a Concordia language
camp) Larry Saukko’s
book “Learning the Finnish
Language” will be avail-

able for purchase.

Extension Office
gardening
program, Feb. 15

REGIONAL- The
ground will be frozen for
months and more snow-
storms are a sure thing. But
that doesn’t stop garden-
ers from dreaming of
working in the dirt and the
eventual harvest. That
includes the gardeners at
St. Louis County Extension
who are making plans for
their  f i rs t  gardening
program of the year.

“Growing North” will
be held on Thursday, Feb.
15, from 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
at the Mt. Iron Community
Center, 8586 Enterprise
Dr. in Mt. Iron. Registration
begins at noon. 

The program will
feature presentations on
growing great tomatoes in
northern Minnesota; suc-
cessfully growing onions;
Honeyberries - a new fruit
for Minnesota; and how to
combat a new fruit pest, the
Spo t t ed  Winged
Drosophila.

T he  cos t  o f  t he
program is $23, which
includes handout materials,
refreshments, and the 2018
vegetable variety list devel-

oped by the Extension
Office. For more informa-
tion about the program or
to  r eg i s t e r,  c a l l  t he
Extension Office at 218-
749-7120 or visit stlouis-
countymn.gov/ext.

Parenting classes
starting Feb. 7 in
Ely

ELY- Have you ever
felt lost or wondered what
your child needs from you?
Learn how to support and
strengthen your relation-
ship with your child by
attending the Circle of
Security Parenting Series.
This eight-week series
starts on Wednesday, Feb.
7 from 5:30-7 p.m. at the
First Lutheran Church of
Ely.   This  workshop
emphasizes examples spe-
cific to birth throughout
preschool-aged children,
but the parenting tools and
concepts apply to all ages.
This free parenting series
is being offered by the Ely
Behav io r a l  Hea l t h
Network. Onsite childcare
will be available. For more
information and to regis-
ter, please visit Ely Circle
of Security Parenting Series
on Facebook, or call Riana
Hegman at 218-235-6104. 

Virginia Area
Historical Society
meets on Feb. 6

VIRGINIA- Betty
Pond will relate some high-
lights of a 20-year career
as the museum manager for
the Virginia Area Historical
Society on Friday, Feb. 6,
at 2 p.m. at the Columbia
Apartments meeting room,
600 N 3rd Ave. in Virginia.
A reception will be held

from 12:30 - 3 p.m. The
announcement of Betty’s
retirement has resulted in
an outpouring of appreci-
ation and gratitude for her
work! Everyone is invited
to share in this overview
of her career, and wish her
well as she embarks upon
an adventurous retirement.
Coffee, fruit punch, cake
and light refreshments will
be provided. 
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Vermilion Country School celebrates School Choice Week

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

Pizzas, PastaPizzas, Pasta
&& More!More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
Winter Hours • Open 4 PM to 9 PM Daily

WE DELIVER!

Vision : Developing suc-
cessful adults with the skills to
enrich their communities and
environment.

Mission: To create a small,
safe, nurturing learning envi-
ronment where students become
productive and engaged citizens. 

TOWER- It is National
School Choice Week. This is a
time to celebrate the options
available for K-12 education
across the country. It is also a
time to look more closely at
Tower’s local charter school,
Vermilion Country School
(VCS), a free public school that
serves students in grades 7-12
from the Tower-Soudan and sur-
rounding areas. Now in its fifth
year of operation, the school is
looking to build on its trend of
increasing the academic achieve-
ment of its students, along with
a curriculum that also focuses on
environmental  education,

project-based
learning, com-
munity service,
the arts, and
building lead-
ership skills.

In a small
school setting,
with multi-age
classrooms, the
schoo l  a l so
offers signifi-
cant academic
support to all
students in both
read ing  and
math, as well as
p r o v i d i n g
special education services to all
students who are identified with
special educational needs. The
school’s ADSIS program offers
targeted tutoring for students
who test below grade level but
do not require special education.

Why come to Vermilion
Country School? The VCS school
newspaper staff recently put this

question to their class-
mates, and what the
students said was an
accurate reflection of
the school’s philoso-
phy.

The VCS website,
on its home page,
states:

Why come  to
Vermilion Country? 
“Because our goal is to
light the fire in each
student. To help them
find their passion for
learning, give them the
multitude of skills

they’ll need to be successful, and
most importantly, to be a valued
member of society in the 21st
Century. If you’re tired of an out-
dated status quo in education, you
won’t find a better alternative in
the North Country than the
Vermilion Country School.”

And what  d id  VCS
students say:
� “VCS is a fresh start for me.”
� “I was bullied at my previ-
ous school. I didn’t have any
friends and felt invisible. Now
I’m talking more, being social,
and making friends.”
� “VCS is a good setting
because of the fresh air, and I
can speak my mind.”
� “I can finally be myself.”
� “VCS is a good setting for
me because the teachers explain
things well, and the people here
are really nice.”
� “I came to this school because
I thought it was a cool place to
be and an interesting way of learn-
ing.”
� “My parents thought I would
do better here, because I was not
doing well at my previous
school.”
� “VCS is a small school so
you can get to know people
better than at a traditional school.”
� “I honestly just…I prefer

working alone. And here I can
do that without being yelled at.”
� “I came to VCS because it
was a change from being bullied
at the absolute worst, to coming
here and starting completely over
and getting friends that care.”
� “I like this school because if
you need help with work, there
is almost always a teacher to
help.”
� “I get help with what I need,
and it’s a good school.”
� “VCS is close to where I live.”
� “This school is a lot better
than my old school.”
� “I wanted to advance my aca-
demic skills, so I felt this was
the best choice for me.”

VCS is a small school, but
does have openings at all grade
levels, and is also taking enroll-
ments for the 2018-19 school
year. More information is avail-
able online at vermilioncoun-
try.org, or by calling the school
at 218-753-1246.

JODI
SUMMIT

VCS Board Member

UPCOMING EVENTS
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study session Monday
night.

“I think it is impor-
tant to start a discussion,”
Abrahamson said. “I have
been thinking about this
connection of buildings
for a couple of years, pri-
marily from a safety
standpoint.”

He said students must
endure many transfers
between the buildings
during the school day,
particularly the elemen-
tary students going to the
Memorial building cafe-
teria for lunch, and art,
music and physical edu-
cation classes. “There are
also ADA (Americans
With Disabilities Act)
concerns there. I would
propose we start a dis-
cussion of the possibility
of connecting our build-
ings,” Abrahamson said.

The architectural
d r a w i n g  s h o w s  a
commons area of 5,500
square feet connected to
west side of the Memorial
building that could be
used as a cafeteria space
w h e n  n e e d e d ,  a
kitchen/support area of
3,000 square feet direct-
ly behind the commons,
a main office and securi-
ty entrance with potential
for expanded office space
of approximately 3,000

square feet connected to
the  eas t  s ide  of  the
Washington building, and
a 6,500 potential multi-
purpose or gymnasium
space of 6,500 square feet
behind the office. Indoor
corridors would connect
the Industrial Arts and
Washington buildings.

Abrahamson said he
has particularly struggled
with coming up with ways
to improve the school
cafeteria. The kitchen area
would have access to
truck delivery traffic
between the Memorial
and Industrial Arts build-
ings.

“This is why the dis-
cussion between needs, as
opposed to wants, needs
to happen,” Abrahamson
told the school board and
a small audience of com-
munity members. “I think
we perceive this differ-
ently. For instance, there
could be a multi-purpose
space that is different than
a gym. There are no
mountains I am willing to
die on. This is just for dis-
cussion.”

The corridor concept
between the buildings is
not new and school board
members would not need
to re-invent the wheel.
Almost a decade ago a
plan was presented to that

encompasses the entire
courtyard and included a
cafeteria, gymnasium,
commons and off ice
space. The plan also
called for eliminating the
Industrial Arts building.
“This was a much larger
plan and hugely expen-
sive,” Abrahamson said.
“I can’t even begin to tell
you how much that would
cost.” Other projects
included in that plan
involved enlarging the
bus garage and renovat-
ing the student drop-off
and parking area, and
moving  the  footba l l
stadium and installing a
running track.

“In our recent dis-
cussions, I don’t know if
you would want to take
something on that large,”
Abrahamson said. “I’m
using this example to
show what has been dis-
cussed. These are not new
ideas or my ideas. We
need to have a discussion
about the possibilities
because I think we will
be facing safety issues,
ADA concerns and the
travel back and forth, par-
ticularly in the winter
months.”

As the school board
considered the idea,
Abrahamson noted that all
or some of the proposal

could be possible. He said
that either three or four
bu i ld ing  connec t ion
points would be possible;
the office areas in the two
buildings could stay
where they are; rear
access to the auditorium
needs to be considered; an
entire new gym, with
seating and locker rooms
would need as much as
12,000 square feet.

S c h o o l  b o a r d
member Heidi Mann said
she hears from commu-
nity conversations that
ADA and safety concerns
and gymnasium space are
what people talk about.
“Also, middle school
teachers say their kids
just don’t have enough
time and space to move
around as much as kids
that age need,” she said.
She also inquired about
putting the existing swim-
ming pool space in the
Memorial building to
better use.

School board chair
Ray Marsnik added that
a district priority is to
provide pre-Kindergarten
education opportunities
for the community. “One
way is to provide some
capital revenue to build
additional space for that
pre-K facility, and we
may be able to include that

in this (discussion).”
B o a r d  m e m b e r

Rochelle Sjoberg stressed
that she would like to see
additional gymnasium
space on the  school
campus, “not only for
additional practice space
but also for the ability to
draw tournaments for bas-
ketball and volleyball
where more than one
(gym) is required.”

Mann added that in
the course of the ERCC
proposal  discussion,
“many in the community
support a new gym at
school.”

Abrahamson said the
areas of the renovation
that include the commons,
kitchen area, office space,
entry and corridors to the
buildings “would be in the
very rough ballpark of $3
million.”

Adding the addition-
al space, the potential
multi-use or additional
gymnasium space, would
“put us in the neighbor-
hood of $6 million or $6.5
million,” he said.

He based his esti-
mates on a minimum cost
of $260 per square foot
for any construction
project.

Other considerations
discussed included: the
cost of demolishing the

old boiler building could
be aided by grant money
from the Iron Range
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d
Resources Board; the
large propane tank in the
front yard of the school
campus would need to be
moved; and providing
windows and natural
lighting for connected
buildings would need to
be accounted for.

Bonding and funding
was also briefly touched
upon. ISD 696 has $2.8
million in bond debt
scheduled to be due in
2026. “We could borrow
$1.5 million, and add
length to the debt with no
increase in taxes, out to
about 2032,” Abrahamson
said. “It depends on what
the public would bear,
and how much you are
willing to ask them for,”
he said. “And there may
be  o the r  sou rces  o f
revenue out there.”

Abrahamson also
added, “with additional
facility space comes addi-
tional ongoing expense,
like personnel for main-
t enance ,  u t i l i t y  and
heating costs.”

The school board will
continue the courtyard
renovation discussion at
their Feb. 12 regular
meeting.

MPCA...Continued from page 1
pliance, and the agency’s
proposed new permit did
not impose new standards
in many cases. 

While the MPCA is
working to issue a new
water discharge permit
for Minntac, the MPCA’s
Erik Smith told the audi-
ence on Tuesday that his
agency understands that

the company won’t be in
compliance with the water
quality standards estab-
lished in the permit, at
least not for years. That
permit includes what’s
known as a Schedule of
Compliance, which pro-
vides the company a
timetable, often involving
many years, to bring its

discharges into compli-
ance with the limits set in
the permit. In addition,
those schedules of com-
pliance are frequently
extended if the company
can show that it can’t meet
the established timetables. 

In effect, said Smith,
the MPCA believes a vari-
ance is unnecessary since

the new permit they seek
to issue imposes few new
limits on the Minntac
facility anytime in the
near future. 

Smith outlined three
primary issues associated
with the Minntac facility,
including:

� Contamination of
adjacent groundwater as
the contaminated basin
water slowly leaks into the
surrounding aquifer.
MPCA’s Smith said U.S.
Steel has already indicat-
ed that it believes it can
comply with the ground-
water clean-up by 2025,
but the company is now
seeking to push clean-up
decades into the future.
The company’s variance
request, which the MPCA
intends to deny, would
allow the company to
m e r e l y  m o n i t o r  i t s
groundwater pollution for
the next 20 years, without
having to clean it up.

� Discharge station:
The facility is also dis-
charging a large volume
of contaminated water into
the Dark River on an
ongoing basis from a dis-
charge point on the west
side of the basin. The
company used to dis-
charge water into the
Sandy River,  on the
basin’s east side, as well,
but the MPCA required the
company to install a col-
lection system at that
outlet several years ago,
which pumps outflowing
water back into the tail-
ings basin. The MPCA
wants the company to
install a similar system to
stem the flow into the
Dark River and the new
permit would set pollution
limits at the Dark River
outflow until the collec-
tion system is in place.
Once that system is built,
the company would no
longer have to monitor
pollution levels in the
downstream waters and
the pollution standards
would be lifted. U.S. Steel
is seeking less strict limits
on its outflow to the Dark
River during the interim
period while it is installing
its collection system.

� Contamination of
other surface water. The
basin continues to seep
large volumes of con-
taminated water into other

surface streams and lakes
near the facility. The
company is seeking a vari-
ance that would allow
M i n n t a c  t o  s i m p l y
monitor its pollution dis-
charges for about five
years, then re-evaluate if
the company can reduce
its pollution levels. Their
request also seeks a vari-
ance from water quality
standards for the next 20
years.

Public comment
The prospect of years

of continued violations
of pollution standards
didn’t sit well with some
of the audience. Herb
Sellars, who built a home
on Dark Lake 24 years
ago, said he was dis-
tressed to learn of the
contamination levels in
the Dark River, which
feeds into Dark Lake.
“What are you going to
do to mitigate the prob-
lems for the people of
Dark Lake?” he asked.

Robert Bassing, a
retiree from U.S. Steel,
suggested that the state
s h o u l d  a s k  t h e
Environmental Protection
Agency to declare the
facility a Superfund site.
Bassing said the govern-
ment has as much respon-
sibility as U.S. Steel for
the situation at the tail-
ings basin. “The govern-
ment allowed US Steel to
build a tailings basin that
allowed seepage,” he said. 

Bassing was refer-
ring to an explanation of
MPCA’s Smith, who had
noted in his presentation
before  the  comment
period that the 11-mile-
long dike system that sur-
rounds Minntac’s massive
tailings basin is unlined
and allows seepage from
underneath the dikes.

Bob Tammen,  o f
Soudan, said the tailings
basin has been in exis-
tence for fifty years and
that cleanup would likely
take decades more. “One
lifetime should be enough
time to clean it up,” said
Tammen, who urged that
the MPCA take a tougher
approach to the issue.

But Larry Sutherland,
who manages US Steel’s
Minnesota ore operations,
noted Minntac’s large
workforce and its sizable

contributions to the state’s
school trust fund through
royalty payments. “Our
company accounts for 90-
percent of income to the
fund,” said Sutherland,
“and this puts the future
of the school trust at risk.” 

Sutherland said the
steel industry is being hit
hard by foreign competi-
tion. “We have to reduce
costs,” he said. “That’s the
only way to remain com-
petitive.” He said the
MPCA’s proposed permit
fails to consider what he
called the high-cost of
meeting the sulfate stan-
dard for groundwater, of
250 milligrams per liter. 

Two groundwater test
wells near the east edge of
the Minntac property show
sulfate levels of between 300
and 500 mg/l, according to
MPCA’s Smith, which
would have to be reduced
to the current federal drink-
ing standard by 2025, or
sometime after that.

The proposed permit
does not impose the state’s
longstanding wild rice
standard of 10 mg/l,
which is currently under
review. 

Steve Giorgi, direc-
t o r  o f  t h e  R a n g e
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d
S c h o o l s ,  c a l l e d  t h e
process “unfair,” and said
the proposal to deny the
variance suggests that
communities may have a
difficult time receiving
variances to meet the wild
rice standard for sulfates,
if the MPCA eventually
begins to enforce it.

Mike Banovetz, of
Ely, questioned how the
MPCA can enforce a
permit when it lacks evi-
dence that the environ-
ment is being harmed.
The MPCA’s Smith had,
in answer to an earlier
question, indicated that
the agency hadn’t really
evaluated the degree to
which seepage from the
t a i l i n g s  b a s i n  w a s
harming the environment. 

The public comment
period of the agency’s
proposed denial wrapped
up on Wednesday, Jan. 24.
Agency officials gave no
indication when they
might issue a final deci-
sion on the variance
request.
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WALZ...Continued from page 1
Minnesota, her work with
Wellstone Action, as well
as the first director and
founder of the Native
American Leadership
program.  Flanagan is also
a member of the White
Earth Band of Ojibwe.  He
asserted that their range of
leadership, values, and cre-
dentials makes them the
team most qualified to rep-
resen t  Minneso tans .
“Together we can bring
people together and reflect
the values we all care
about.”

Walz wasted little time
in addressing a controver-
sial topic in the DFL. “I
know that the mining issue
is deeply dividing up here,
but we can’t let it destroy
us, and I’m going to address
it head on,” he said.  “I rec-
ognize the Boundary Waters
as a unique area.”  He con-
tinued, “If science is the
solution, we should not
close those doors.  We have
to follow the science but we
must be open and trans-
parent.  We have to assume
our common goals and then
work backwards bringing
all people to the table.”  

Walz said it’s important
to move toward a low
carbon ,  sus ta inab le
economy, and said mining
has to be a part of that.”  At
the same time, he took issue
wi th  Trump In te r io r
Secretary Ryan Zinke,
calling him “dangerous,”
and said it’s important to
think long-term on issues
related to mining.  “But this
issue is ripping us apart and
we need to keep commu-
nication open about this.”  

Walz also addressed
the Enbridge pipeline.
Again, he looped through
the need to move toward a
low carbon-based economy,
reiterating the need to have
safeguards and parameters
in place.  “We need to look
beyond this administration
and beyond this genera-
tion.”  

Addressing healthcare,
he said, “I have farmers in
my district that say health
insurance is burying them,
ye t  they  vo ted  fo r
Trump…go figure!”   He
noted that 3.1 million people
have left the insurance
market since Trump’s elec-
tioin.  “As a state we can
expand the public option
and buy-in.  We need to
invest in preventive care as
well.  With the state and the
U of M, we can invest in
studies for cures, for chronic
issues and diseases.  We
need to still figure out how
to bring those provider net-
works  in to  ru ra l
Minnesota.”  

Walz also talked about
the lack of transparency in
health care pricing and the
increasing consolidation of
services.  He also addressed
end-of-life care, “It’s some-
thing nobody wants to talk
about, but we need to.  We
spend more money in the last
six months of life on health
care than at any other time.
It’s astounding.  We need to
talk about end of life care.”  

When asked why he
was leaving Congress,
risking his district to a

Republican replacement,
he said was prompted
because of gerrymander-
ing.  He said he thinks the
districts in Minnesota are
up for a shuffle and the state
could lose a congressional
district in 2020 with redis-
tricting. Besides, he said, the
real political action is
increasingly happening in
the states. “All the major
decisions will be made at
the state level, and we don’t
need another Scott Walker.
We also need to be smarter

about how we message,
how we push renewable
energy, education, health-
care…We need to be clear
and steely eyed about what
we need to protect, and
what we value.  It’s not about
compromising our values,
it’s about making the case
for our values and for invest-

ments that improve peoples’
lives.  I will not normalize
this administration, and I
refuse to let them dictate
how we see our state, and
Peggy and I are who
Minnesota looks like.  We
reflect the values that we
all care about.”
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ELY – As 2018 begins,
a business tech center that
offers assistance to upstart
entrepreneurs, a new
website showing off Ely’s
attributes, the “PCs to
People” program that pro-
vides computers to those
who need them, and a
digital marketing consult-
ing initiative are all part of
the ongoing efforts to
connect Ely to the rest of
the world.

The  E ly  Area
Broadband Coalition met
last week to review their
efforts as they continue to
work toward bringing high-
speed fiber Internet service
to both the business com-
munity and residents of
Ely.

The Ely area was
named one of several
B l a nd in  Broadband
Communities late last year,
and is part of a program
that provides planning,

technical and financial
support to communities
that demonstrate the deter-
mination to bring home
the benefits of a broadband
-enabled economy.

Ely and nine other
communities have access
to a special $750,000 grant
fund for projects that meet
Blandin Foundation stan-
dards. The city of Ely is
utilizing the grant funding
from Blandin Foundation
and  t he  I r on  Ra nge
Resou rce s  and
Rehabilitation Board and
continues to work on
various projects to high-
light the use of broadband
to spur economic growth.

Bernadine Joselyn,
director of public policy
and  engagement  fo r
Blandin Foundation, asked
Ely coalition members last
Thursday, what else her
organization can do to help
with the local goals.

A survey by Design
Nine, of Blacksburg, Va.,

part of a broadband feasi-
bility study, was recently
completed in the Ely area
to find out how satisfied
businesses and residents
were with the existing
Internet service and what
is needed in the commu-
nity to fulfill the commu-
nication technology needs
in the future.

Andrew Cohill of
Design Nine recently pre-
sented a draft summary to
the Ely City Council. The
completed study will be pre-
sented to the Ely Economic
Development Authority on
Tuesday, Feb. 13.

“We have shared all of
our (utility) pole ownership
issues with them,” said Ely
Clerk Treasurer Harold
Langowski, “That will be
part of what they will be
looking at to help us. I think
it will be all encompass-
ing. We have pre-engi-
neering work on the
downtown fiber ring, and
that looks promising. They

are also looking at possi-
ble wireless areas in the
more remote areas.”

He said dialogue is
beginning to move from
feasibility study to project
construction. “We contin-
ue to work with other
providers .  “Front ie r
Commun ica t i ons  i s
coming in to talk next
week,” he said. “There are
new managers coming to
Ely and I think they are
starting to hear us. After a
big article in the Timberjay
last month, they were on
the phone the next week.”

E ly  Commun i ty
Resource Director Julie
Hignell said that as many
as 50 refurbished person-
al computers were distrib-
uted to Ely-area families
just before Christmas.
“This project has helped
our school further their
discussion about improv-
ing our capability with
technology at the school,”
she said. “I know a lot of

parents are happy about
that.” 

T he  t e chno logy
improvement discussion
within the Ely School
District coincides with the
current strategic and long-
term planning discussion
taking place. That plan is
expected to begin this
spring.

Coalition members are
working on a new website,
www.elyite.com, that will
be rolled out this spring.
“There are a lot of people
that come to Ely to visit,
said Tanner Ott. “This is
an opportunity to tell them
more about Ely, in all
seasons, what this com-
munity is truly all about,
like, living here, working
here, healthcare here, our
history and heritage, and
many other things,” he
said.

The websi te  wil l
feature many videos and
first-person description
about the many aspects of

the community, he said.
Ely Economic advisor

John Fedo implemented a
contract last month with
Incredible Ely for the
development of a business
tech center where small
business entrepreneurs can
utilize existing high-speed
fiber in establishing growth
in individual projects. “The
Northeast Entrepreneur
Fund staff will help market
and facilitate the program
in cooperation with the
EEDA,” he said. “We are
looking to launch this in
the spring.”

Langowski noted that
the Ely Digital Marketing
Consulting initiative-
brought in 31 applications
for seven candidates to
gain access to expertise
and assistance in estab-
lishing a digital marketing
presence. “We need to
review the applications,
and I know it is going to
be difficult to pick just
seven of them,” he said.

Correction
The star trails pho-

tograph on the front
page of the Jan. 19
issue of theTimberjay
was reprinted courtesy
of the photographer
Les Conrad. We are
sorry for the oversight.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Ely Broadband Coalition hits the new year running
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor



R E G I O N A L -
Gregory Adkisson of Ely
c l a imed  a  $250 ,000
Powerball prize at Lottery
headquarters in Roseville
on Jan. 16. 

Adkisson’s ticket was
one of two tickets sold for
the Jan. 10 drawing to
win $250,000. He pur-
chased his winning ticket
at Voyageur Short Stop,
located at 1815 E Sheridan
St. in Ely. His quick-pick
ticket matched four of the
first five numbers plus
the Powerball number,
which is normally worth
$50,000. Because he
added the Power Play mul-
tiplier option for an extra
dollar, his prize was mul-
tiplied by five (the Power
Play number drawn) to
win $250,000. 

T h e  H i b b i n g
Courthouse Annex Pool
also claimed a $250,000
Powerball  prize.  The
group of 22 all work in
either the St. Louis County
Courthouse in Hibbing or

in the annex. Grant Ellis,
of Hibbing, purchased the
ticket and was the first
person to discover the
win. “We do it once a
week,” he explained. This
week has “been a bit more
exciting” than usual, he
added with a smile. The
group’s ticket matched
four of the first five
Powerball numbers drawn
on Jan.  10,  plus the
Powerball. That would
n o r m a l l y  b e  w o r t h
$50,000, but since they
had added the Power
Play option to the ticket,
their prize increased to
$250,000. “All of the
numbers kept matching,”
said Ellis. At first, he
thought their ticket was
worth $50,000. “When I
found out that it was worth
five times that amount,
that’s when I got really
excited!” The news “went
around the courthouse like
w i l d f i r e . ”  H i b b i n g
Courthouse Annex Pool
members are  Angela

Baumchen of Hibbing,
M i c h a e l  D a n k s  o f
H i b b i n g ,  S t e p h e n
Dolinich of Hibbing,
Grant Ellis of Hibbing,
Tom Genti l ini  Jr.  of
Gilbert, Erica Gray of
Hibbing, Terri Holmbeck

of Nashwauk, Kathleen
Lorenz of Nashwauk,
Charlene Meinzer of
Mountain Iron, Trudi
Mellak of Virginia, Marla
Padgett of Eveleth, Jeffrey
Pas se r i  o f  H ibb ing ,
J e n n i f e r  R e y e s  o f

Hibbing, Tyler Schwerzler
o f  H i b b i n g ,  A l i s o n
Scofield of Hibbing, Jean
Seline of Chisholm, Jason
Specht of Hibbing, Crystal
Suhonen of Hibbing,
David Toldo of Chisholm,
Jeffrey Vlatkovich of

Hibbing, Kenneth Weis
of Cohasset and Mandy
Zaitz of Hibbing. Hibbing
Short Stop II, located at
1121 E Howard St. in
Hibbing, sold the winning
ticket.

LOTTERY

BREITUNG... From page 1
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Nylund reported that the
Bre i t ung  Po l i c e
Department has now relo-
cated to the former Minos
Surface Building, and the
public is invited to stop in
and see the facility. A per-
manent name has not yet
been chosen for the build-
ing, however suggestions
will be accepted prior to the
next council meeting. An
ad will be appearing in one
of the local newspapers. 

The three empty stalls
of the former headquarters
will be considered for
various purposes. Fire
Chief Steve Burgess stated
a small committee will look
at alternatives for repur-
posing the space. A sug-
gestion to use some of the
space for a Town Hall was
mentioned by Greg Dostert.

The council decided
that renovations to the
Soudan Post Office will
proceed at a gradual pace.
The new mailboxes are
currently being stored in
Chisholm, though an offi-
cial date to install the mail-
boxes in Soudan has not
been set. The council also
plans to replace the old
wall paneling in the post
office.

The council noted
other plans for renovations
within the McKinley Park
Campground building.
Plans include updating the
bathrooms, replacing floor
tile, shower dividers and
walls. The date of the last
renovation to the facility
was in 1994. A motion was
passed to accept a bid for
renovations by Kultala
Construction at a cost of
$46,000. The funding for
this project will come from
McKinley Park and will not
cost the township any
money.

Vermilion Park Inn
owners, Mary Batinich and
Jane Turner, along with
maintenance carpenter,
Pete Jauhola, were in atten-
dan c e .  J ane  Tu rne r,
spokesperson for the group,
addressed the council and
requested clarification
about possible land to erect
signs that will direct cus-

tomers to the Inn. Currently
there are no signs in place.
Chairman, Tim Tomsich
reminded the group that
prior to the state granting
approval for signs to be
placed on state property,
they must first be placed
within the parameters of the
township. A recommenda-
tion to seek approval from
a local resident to post a
sign on his property was
suggested.    

In other business, the
council:

� Appr ove d  t he
Treasurer’s Report for
December with disburse-
ments including checks and
debit cards for $264,519.58.

� Approved sending
a letter to be hand-deliv-
ered by the police to the
home of a renter in Soudan
who has excessive amounts
of garbage on his front
porch.

� Appr ove d  t he
DSWG Post Office project
invoice of $2,168.36.

�Approved the rec-
ommendation that the
current $6 per run paid to
EMTs pension funds by
Breitung Township for local
EMTs be discontinued, since
the volunteers are now con-
sidered paid and the ambu-
lance service is contributing
to their PERA pension.

� Announced the
“HD Soudan #4”, other-
wise known as Hockey Day
in Soudan, is scheduled for
Sunday, Feb. 11, and
Breitung Township will be
an event sponsor. The
public is invited to stop by
for food, hockey games,
and skills contests.

� Heard that Breitung
is waiting to hear on the
final approval of a CDBG
grant for infrastructure
work in Soudan. Vermilion
Housing is also waiting for
final approval of a grant.

�Passed a motion to
set township election hours
from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 13. The
annual meeting will be held
after the close of the polls.
The next council meeting
will be on Tuesday, Feb. 27
at 1 p.m.

Need A Tax Preparer?
The IRS has tips on finding a tax preparer

for YOUR situation. Go to: IRS.gov
Search: choose tax preparer.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING

1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and
select the “Hot Topics” link, or call

Ely resident, Hibbing group, win Powerball prizes



DULUTH – The Wolves again
had a strong performance, claiming
a third of the 24 finalists in the
Duluth Marshall Sprints.

The sprints are an unusual
race setup that requires skiers to
be both fast and consistent on a
short course of only 1.2 kilometers.
After the initial race, skiers are
placed into smaller heats and need
to continue to qualify to keep

racing. Reaching the finals requires
four races, including the qualifying
round, quarterfinals, semis, then
the finals.

“The Sprints went really well,”
said Ely Head Coach Paula
Anderson. “Nine boys qualified
for the quarter final rounds and
eight girls made it to the quarter
finals.” Most of those skiers went
on to reach the finals.

Both teams had strong per-
formances in the qualifier race as
Ryne Prigge led all the girls with

a time of 3:33.6 and Raif Olson
took second with a time of 3:03.4.
Prigge went on to finish third
overall while Olson fell in his
quarterfinal race and was edged
by a teammate and didn’t make it
to the finals.

Ely had five girls and three
boys make it to the final round. A
list of finish places are listed
below.

Next up for the Ely ski teams
will be the Duluth East Invite at
the Snowflake course on Friday
with the meet starting at 11 a.m.

GIRLS VARSITY FINAL
RESULTS

1. Emma Stertz, Grand Rapids
2. Clara Kramer, Duluth East
3. Ryne Prigge, Ely
4. Elsa Viren, Grand Rapids
5. Emma Terwilliger, Ely
6. Annika Viren, Grand Rapids
7. Laura Pasmick, Ely
8. Sophie Farrow, Duluth East
9. Evelyn Bercher, Ely
10. Moriah Johnson, Duluth

East
11. Kalyssa Eilrich, Ely
12. Lucy Campbell, Marshall

School

FIELD TWP— It  was a
blowout of near historic proportions
here on Tuesday night as North
Woods crushed a struggling Cherry
squad 130-12, despite the fact that
the Grizzlies’ bench played much
of the game. The Grizzlies led 72-
7 by the half.

Cherry’s young and shorthand-
ed team has had a tough go this
season, but hadn’t yet allowed a
team to hit triple digits. But the top-
ranked Grizzlies have proved they
aren’t an ordinary high school bas-
ketball team, as the latest win,
which improved their record to 14-
0, attests. 

Cade Goggleye poured in 21
points to lead scoring for North

Woods, although he had plenty of
help as 14 Grizzlies players put
points on the board and five hit
double figures. Tate Olson added
18 for the Grizzlies, followed by
Chase Kleppe and Darius Goggleye,
with 15 apiece. Dylan Chiabotti
added an even dozen, while Trevor
Morrison tallied eight points,
Brendan Parson added seven, and
Tanner Lokken and Blake Scofield
added six apiece.  

Grizzlies top Virginia
In action last Thursday, the

top-ranked Class A Grizzlies faced
their biggest test of the season as
they hosted Class 2A powerhouse
Virginia in a jam-packed auditorium.
They emerged with their perfect
record still intact, but just barely,
as they won 58-55 in a game that
proved a nail-biter right down to
the final seconds.

The Grizzlies had to play a
little catch-up to get there, as they
spotted the Blue Devils the first

CLOQUET – Ely used a
second half rally to extend their
win streak to six games after
topping Fond du Lac 64-52. The
Wolves had trailed 29-23 at half-
time, but used a big night at the
charity stripe to pull out the
victory.

Ely trailed for most of the

game and at one point trailed in
the second half by 11 points. The
Wolves connected on ten three-
pointers, most of those coming
down the stretch in the second
half.

“After trailing 39-28 at one
point in the second half we started
to come back,” said Ely Head
Coach Tom McDonald. “We got
some good possessions defen-
sively and started to hit some

threes to cut into their lead.”
The momentum changed

with some lockdown defense and
some key shots outside the arc.
“We took the lead and made free
throws in the last couple minutes
to get the win,” said McDonald.
“We were 18-23 in the second
half and 20-26 for the game.”

Carter Gaulke and Patrick
Vanderbeek led the way for the
Wolves, with 20 points apiece.

Adam McDonald was right
behind with 18 points, while
Blaise Lah led the team on the
boards with nine rebounds.

The come-from-behind win
was a reprise of their Saturday
matchup with Duluth Marshall.
After falling behind 23-13 in the
game’s early going, Ely got its
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Unstoppable?
Grizz hold off Class 2A powerhouse
Virginia, devastate Cherry 130-12

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Boys bball

Hockey

Nordic ski

Girls bball

Friday, Jan. 26
NW at Evel-Gil, 
7:15 p.m.
Ely hosts L-BF, 
7:15 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 2
NW at Greenway, 
7:15 p.m.
Ely hosts Evel-Gil, 
7:15 p.m.

Sports 
week

Monday, Jan. 29
Ely hosts NER, 7:15 p.m.
NW at Fond du Lac, 
7:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 30
NW hosts Bigfork, 
7:15 p.m.
NER at L-BF, 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 1
NER hosts Fond du Lac,
7:15 p.m.
NW hosts Deer River, 
7:15 p.m.
Ely at Ev-Gil, 7:15 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 27
Ely at Pine City, noon

Friday, Feb. 2
Ely hosts Bagley, 
6 p.m.

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

BOYS BASKETBALL

2017 NORDIC SKIING

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

See WOLVES...pg 5B

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

Ely places well in Sprints

Left:  The Grizzlies’ Tanner
Barto comes down with a 
rebound during Tuesday
night’s game with Cherry. 

photo by C. Stone

Friday, Jan. 26
Duluth East Invite, 
11 a.m.

Thursday, Feb. 1
Ely Pursuits, 11 a.m.

Ely extends win streak to six

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

Grizzlies struggle with 
a strong Cherry squad

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

Left: Ely’s Lucy Stouffer
competed in the Marshall
Sprints in Duluth over the
weekend.  photo by D. Dahlberg

GIRLS BASKETBALL

FIE L D TWP— A
young, but impressive,
Cherry girls basketball team
dominated the Grizzlies
Monday night, winning 77-
40. 

It was the Tigers all the
way, as they ran up an early
lead, taking a 45-19 margin
into halftime. Bria Chiabotti
had a strong night for the

Grizzlies, racking up 15
points. Kate Stone tallied
seven points, while Alanna
Rutchasky added five and

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

See GRIZZ...pg. 2B

Above: The Grizzlies’
sophomore forward
Sasha Strong holds 
on tight to the ball
while under pressure
from Cherry’s Carlee
Grondahl.
photo by C. Stone



eight points of the game.
They slowly worked them-
selves back into the match,
managing to knot it up at 26
apiece by the half. It was
back and forth the rest of the
way as the two teams traded
leads more than once. 

“A win over Virginia is
always a big one,” said Coach
Kleppe.  “They are  an
extremely well-coached
team and their size creates a
serious match-up issue for a
team of our size. Fortunately
we were able to use our
speed in bursts to attack the
basket in the second half and
make a few free throws to
keep the margin in our
favor.” 

Junior  guard Cade

Goggleye had a big game
for the Grizzlies, notching a
double-double, with ten
points  and 12 assists .
Brendan Parson tallied 12
points to lead the Grizzlies’
scoring attack, while Tate
Olson notched ten points.
Travis Lokken and Chase
Kleppe each tallied nine
points, while Travis Morrison
notched eight to round out
scoring for the Grizzlies. 

Jayden Bernard and
Ethan Youso dominated
scoring for the Blue Devils,
with 17 and 16 points respec-
tively.

“Going into the second
half of the season, I think
this game was a reminder
that there is still work to be

done and we must keep our
focus as we make the run
towards tournaments,” said
Kleppe. “I anticipate another
good battle when we see
Virginia again next month.”
That game will be played in
Virginia and is likely to be
another big draw for basket-
ball fans. The game at North
Woods was standing room
only.

Meanwh i l e ,  t he
Grizzlies hit the road on
Friday to play Eveleth-
Gilbert. Game time is 7:15
p.m.
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WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

Wolves keeping it close on the rink

ELY -  At home, the Wolves
were looking for a second straight
win on Tuesday, but two third-
period goals left Proctor on top
4-3 as the buzzer sounded.

“We played really well with
good effort,” said Ely Head
Coach Ben Johnson. “Good
moral victory.”   

Ely played another solid
game but just didn’t have enough
punch at the end to stay up with
the Rails. The Wolves fought

back in the opening two periods
to tie the score. Down 1-0 and
just 30 seconds left in the first,
Austin Meskill took a pass from
Gage Merhar and found the back
of the net to even the score at 1-
1. In the second, the Wolves
found themselves trailing by a
goal again. This time Gage
Merhar found Thomas Montana
who punched one in to tie the
score 2-2 going into the final
period. 

Proctor scored the first two
goals of the third before Thomas
Montana scored his second goal
of the game on an assist from
Luke Olson. That would be all
the scoring for the game and
another close loss for the Wolves.

Montana had two goals in
the game, while Austin Meskill
notched one. Gage Merhar had
two assists while Luke Olson

added one.
In goal, freshman Chase

Sandberg had a great night while
getting pounded with 47 shots
on goal. “Chase is developing
and gaining some confidence,”
said Johnson. “He is young and
I look forward to watching him
grow over the next few years.”

Ely managed to even their
two-game series with Red Lake
Falls on Saturday, after losing a
Friday night matchup to the
Rebels. 

Ely jumped out to a first
period lead of 2-0. After allowing
the Rebels to score the first goal
of the second period it was all
Wolves the rest of the way as
they found the net three times to
end the period ahead 5-1. Red
Lake Falls wasn’t done and they
made it a game in the third,
scoring the next three goals to
trim Ely’s lead to 5-4 with less
than six minutes to play. Ely
notched a final goal to give them
a little breathing room and the

6-4 win.
On Friday night Ely lost the

opening game by the same 6-4
margin.

It wasn’t from lack of effort
by Ely, as they outshot the Rebels
45-13. The Wolves even held a
first period lead of 3-2. Red Lake
Falls made the best of their
limited opportunities as they
scored on almost half their shots
on goal.

Ely had another big night
from Nick Mattila, who got the
Wolves out to a fast start, scoring
three of the game’s opening four
goals. The hat trick gave Ely a
3-2 first-period lead. Luke Olson
added the first goal of the second
period for Ely, giving them a 4-
2 lead. But it was all Red Lake
Falls after that as they scored the
game’s final four goals for the
win.

Next up for Ely is a visit to
Pine City on Saturday with a
noon start.

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

Briefly

Left: Ely’s Luke Olson 
advances the puck.
photo by J. Greeney

Nighthawks
come close

GIRLS BASKETBALL

defense in gear and starting
hitting its shots. They regained
the lead by halftime and claimed
a commanding 58-42 win over
the Hilltoppers.

Vanderbeek kept  the
Wolves in the game early as he
connected on nine of 11 three-
pointers en route to a game-
leading 33 points.

“We did a nice job of
running offense for him and

getting it to him when he was
open,” said McDonald.

Adam McDonald had a
good all-around game as well,
with ten points, nine assists,
five rebounds, and seven steals.
Carter Gaulke tallied ten points
and seven assists while Blaise
Lah led the team with 11
rebounds.

Ely had a poor night  shoot-
ing from outside the arc on

Friday night. Still, a stout
defense was enough for the
road win at Mt. Iron-Buhl 50-
43.

“We shot the ball well
enough to win but I think the
difference was our ability to
defend them,” said McDonald.
“It was nice to be able to hold
them to 43 even when we
weren’t shooting well.”

Ely was led by Carter

Gaulke who had 22 points, six
rebounds, and five assists.
Vanderbeek added 21 points
while Adam McDonald led the
team with nine rebounds to go
with five assists.   

Ely hosts Littlefork-Big
Falls on Friday night. Varsity
game time is 7:15 p.m.

Right: Brendan Parson
looks to pass as he is
chased by a Virginia
defender.
photo by C. Stone

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

BOYS VARSITY FINAL
RESULTS

1. Sam Stertz, Grand Rapids
2. Baird Lochlan, Hibbing
3. Same Chandler, Duluth

East
4. Ian Derauf, Duluth East
5. Elijah Olson, Ely
6. Tyler Northey, Cloquet-

Esko-Carlton

7 .  Hen ry  Campbe l l ,
Marshall School

8. Benjamin Wallerstein,
Marshall School

9. Jonas Hutchinson,

Marshall School
10. Jasper Johnston, Ely
11. Nate Nettifee, Ely
12. Rude Adam, Hibbing

NORDIC...Continued from page 1B
Two wins 
for Ironmen

HILL CITY – Northeast
Range had a lead in the second
half of Friday’s game with Hill
City, but the Lady Hornets played
stronger at the end to win 44-41.

After trailing early 10-2 the
Nighthawks rallied to close the
gap to two at halftime. Northeast
Range had a brief second-half
lead for the first time all season,
but Hill City rebounded after the
Nighthawks’ Shayler Lislegard
left the game due to injury with
under nine minutes to go.

“We are developing and
improving every game,” said
Northeast Range Head Coach
Paxton Goodsky. “It was a back
and forth game and either team
could have won.”

The Nighthawks head to
Northland for a Friday night tilt,
with a 5:45 p.m. start. They’ll be
in Ely on Monday. Varsity game
time is 7:15 p.m.

COLLEGE

Hanna Sandberg notched four. 
Cherry sophomore guard Kaelynn

Kudis led all scoring with 24 points, while
four other Cherry players managed to hit
double digits. The Tigers, now 11-4, are
having an excellent season, despite having
no juniors or seniors on the team. 

Monday’s loss dropped the Grizzlies
record to 6-6 on the season.

The Grizzlies had better success last

Friday, as they downed Nashwauk-
Keewatin 54-42. The game was tight in
the early going and the Grizzlies hung to
a slim 22-21 lead as of halftime. But a big
second half by Bria Chiabotti helped the
Grizzlies put it away. Chiabotti dominated
on the court, scoring 26 of the Grizzlies’
points to lead all scorers. Brynn Simpson
added nine points for the Grizzlies, while
Sasha Strong and Hanna Sandberg each

added five. Kate Stone notched four points
on the night.

The Grizzlies hit the road later in the
week. They were set to face Red Lake on
Thursday, Jan. 25, and travel to Fond du
Lac to face the Ojibwe on Monday. They’ll
be back home to host Bigfork on Tuesday,
Jan. 29. Game time is set for 7:15 p.m.

218-365-6020
10 N 1st Ave. E, Suite 204 • Ely MN 55731

Charles@ZeugnerCPA.com • www.zeugnercpa.com

Charles R. Zeugner
Certified Public Accountant

See us for all your tax preparation
and accounting needs.

For a FREE brochure call: 
1-855-715-0767

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

GRIZZ GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

CLOQUET – Vermilion
played Fond du Lac Tribal on
Saturday and jumped out to a big
halftime lead. Solid shooting
allowed them to cruise to a 105-
86 win.

For the game Vermilion spread
the wealth as they had six players
score in double figures. 

VCC and Central Lakes
played a crowd pleasing overtime
game on Wednesday night. The
Ironmen pulled out the close win
111-108. The Ironmen had five
players score in double figures
and were led by Devontaye Spates
and Demetrice Mitchell with 22
points apiece.

Read us online at
timberjay.com
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WARM UPWITH OUR HOT DEALS!!

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY ANDY LUBOVICH

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616

MITCH SETTERMANLEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY ANDY LUBOVICH

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616

MITCH SETTERMAN JUSTIN BJORK
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2017
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2 to choose from

2013

Fuel Sipping!

2018
30

to choose
from**

SAVE$13,081

2018

2018

2017

2018

2017

2018

2017
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1
Left

4 Left**
Closeout

HOT
BUY!

5 to choose
from**

10
in stock**
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2 Left**
Closeout
Prices!!

SAVE
$10,303
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MSRP$50,055
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Disc.FOH$6,031-

CashEcoboost$300-

CashBonus$1,500-

Cash*CreditFord$750-

CashRetail$2,000-

XSTF1502018
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Disc.XL/STX$2,000-

MSRP$42,645
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MSRP$47,750

4X4F250 LTXLT SUP
BoaRunningt,SeawerPo

Left
1

#22030

PERCAB

ESCAPE2017

Disc.FOH$3,449-

CashBonus$1,000-

CashRetail$2,500-

MSRP$30,870

Disc.FOH$2,728-
Cash***stFa$1,000-

Ecoboost$300-
CashBonus$1,500-

Cash*CreditFord$750-

SpotBlindts,SeatedHea

$3$33
BBuyuy NoNowowNowBuy

$2$2
BBuyuy NoNooNoBuy

Clo
44

SE4X4ESCAPE

Lic&AX+TTA

wePoSystem,Spot

3,617
w FoFoorForw

223,92921
owow FoFoorForow

Closeout
Left**

DiscFOH$2,014-

CashBonus$1,000-

CahCustomer$2,000-

MSRP$24,845

2018
#22018

#21321

Cash

CustomerSpecial$750-

Cash*CreditFord$1,250-

Lic&AX+TTA

FWDS2018

$19,8383
BBuyuy NoNoow FoFoorForNowBuy

1

ESCAPE
$3$338,44995
BBuyuy NoNoow FoFoorForNowBuy

Left

BUY!
HOTOT

#22049

FWD

Disc.FOH$1,702-

CashBonus$1,300-

CashCustomer$1,500-

MSRP$32,406

Remote

E2018
$$2

in

2017

BBuuy NoNoowNowBuy

$2$2 Lic&AX+TTA

HeaStart,
SE

te

AWD
Ecoboo

EDGE SE
233,9921

stock**

FUSION7

w FoFoorFor

77,990303

1010

#22165

Disc.FOH$2,246-

Cash*CreditFord$1,000-

CashCustomer$1,500-

MSRP$38,130

201

2018

$10,303$
VESAAV

Lic&AX+TTA

Lic&AX+TTA

h*

Wheels20”Moonroof,werPo,therLeaHTD

TrV6,3.5

FWDSELURUSTA2017

2018
$19,831
EXPLORER LTXLT

a

from**

BBuyuy NoNowow FoFoorForNowBuy

$3$3333,338484

to oosechto5

#22110

#22049

FWD

T 4X4

To1320

$12 900

Sipping!Fuel

yota Prius

CashBonus$500-

Cash*CreditFord$500-

CashCustomer$2,500-

Disc.echSync/TTe$990-

MSRP$27,405

Remote

F

$$1
BuBuyuy NoNowow

LASAS

NowBuy

**PriceCredit.FordthruFinance*Must

SXTCaravan
Grand1620

StStataarrttinng AtAt

$

fromchooseto2miles,38K

s

Lic&AX+TTA

HeaStart, te

FUSION

9,797990
w FoFoor

ST 2017ST

For

QuantityLimited***equipment.onDependingryvaMay

F1502015

$35 900

LoadedFully
ckage,Pa
Equipment502A

La

#11052

Disc.FOH$3053-

Cash*CreditFord$3,250-

CashCustomer$4,000-

MSRP$35,250

$11 900

V6T,w/2LLT

Equinox2011
ved.SerFirstCome,First,tyy,

ariat Crew

Lic&AX+TTA

h*

Wheels20”Moonroof,werPo,therLeaHTD

$2$2424,9494747
BBuyuy NoNoow FoFoorFor

Prices!!

NowBuy

CloseoutCloseos!!
2 Left**Left t22

0

LTEquinox

#11226

#21493ATXLLTF-150Ford2007
.............................#22128AXLMRansitTrFord2015
............................#21327AZLTImpalaChevrolet2010
..............................#21289AZLTZCruzeChevrolet2014

.................................#21231AMontegoyMercur2005
.........................#7253ALTSuburbanChevrolet2012

............................#21512ALtdExpeditionFord2013

miles59K,4WDLtd,
Owner!One

Ford2015

$2$23,900

Explorer

$12,99000

LariatF1502002
1500Ram2005
SXTCaliber2008
XLEscape2006
SEFiesta2014
CrewF1502011
F-150Ford2013

$11,900
$23,900.............................
$9,900............................
$9,900..............................
$6,900.................................
$20,900.........................
$22,900............................

SliderwerPo
,DVD,Leatherr,

uringTo
Countr&wnTo2014

$12,99000

$15,99000A

$4,900#7245CrewLariat
$6,400.....................................#21161ACrew1500
$4,900.............................................#7218ASXT
$5,200...................................#21370B4WDTLLT
$6,900...................................................#7244
$21,900................................#21307ALariatCrew
$25,900...............#21478ALariatCabCrewF-150

Miles39K

FiestaFord2016

$$8,99000

yCountr

B

$3$35,900
#7237

#9263DAWSEEscape2016
.................................#9262HybridFusionFord2013

.........................................#7259DAWSELEdge2015
..................................................#9254ARSCruze2012
..................................................#7222ASEFocus2006
...........................................#7254ELDLTExped2017
........................................#22132ADAWSEEdge2007

$4,900
$6,400
$4,900
$5,200
$6,900
$21,900
$25,900

$11,900

SEFiesta

$13,99000

miles30K

Fusion2017

$18,900
$13,900.................................
$25,900.........................................
$7,400..................................................
$1,900..................................................
$41,900...........................................
$4,900........................................

0
#21506B

#72340

SEFusion

LONSONLEIGH

Hwy2627

...................................#21371BDAWSorentoKia2011
....................................................#7243SEFocus2014

....................................21338A#TXLLTF-150Ford2010
.......................................9236A#LtdurusTaFord2011
....................................#21493ATXLLTF-150Ford2007

UTHRRCATIMLONSON TMANAULLTANRYYA ERIC

rdfo•169Hwy

LTExplorer2011
SEEscape2014

Mustang2005
andwnTo2007
LariatF1502002

$6,900...................................
$8,400....................................................
$13,900....................................
$9,900.......................................
$11,900....................................

GRAFFERIC VINEYCOD YDAAYMIKE AND

mco.ingibbofh

$15,900...............................#21068ADAWDLT
$13,900............................................#21322ASE
$3,900................................................#21363B
$4,900.................................#21475ByCountrand
$4,900.......................................#7245CrewLariat

LUBOVICHYAND

-82468-88•m

BJORKJUSTINSETTERMANMITCH

...............................#9260CldochWaWithF1502010
................................#22008ABox8ft.TXLLTF1502013
..................................#9243ACrewSierraGMC2010

.......................................#9263DAWSEEscape2016

$15,900
$13,900
$3,900
$4,900
$4,900

616-8

BJORK

$21,900...............................
$24,900................................
$16,900..................................
$18,900.......................................

REGIONAL— The
outcome of a lawsuit that
will be heard Feb. 6 in a
Ramsey County courtroom
could decide which party
controls the Minnesota
Senate. At issue is the deci-
sion by Sen. Michelle
Fischbach, R-Paynesville,
to serve as both lieutenant
governor and as a state
senator. 

“You can’t be both,”
sa id  cu r r en t  Sena t e
Minority Leader Tom
Bakk, DFL-Cook, who will
be watching the case
closely. A Sauk Rapids
constituent of Fischbach’s
brought the legal challenge,
contending that Fischbach
is violating the constitution
by simultaneously holding
an office in both the exec-
utive and legislat ive
branches of government.
The state’s constitution
states explicitly that an
individual cannot hold two
government offices simul-
t an e ous ly.  A t to rney
General Lori Swanson has
already weighed in on the
issue, determining last
month that Fischbach has
no constitutional means to
avoid becoming lieutenant
governor and is not able to

hold both offices at the
same time.

Bakk said Republicans
appear to be hoping that
Fischbach’s refusal to take
the oath of office as lieu-
tenant governor provides
her a legal loophole. She
currently describes herself
as “acting lieutenant gov-
ernor.” But Bakk dismissed
that notion. “The constitu-
tion says you shall take the
oath. Her refusal to do so
appears to be a constitu-
tional violation,” he said.

Among other things,
the plaintiff in the case is
asking the court to prevent
Fischbach from casting any
votes during the upcoming
legislative session, which
begins Feb. 20. Bakk notes
that should the court later
determine that Fischbach
must resign her senate seat,

it could present a conun-
drum for the Legislature,
particularly if her vote were
decisive on an issue, as is
possible given the current
two-vote Republican
majority in the body. That
margin could be cut to one
depending on the outcome
of a special election set for
Feb. 12 for the seat for-
merly held by DFL Sen.
Dan Schoen, who resigned
amid sexual harassment
allegations late last year.
DFLers are optimistic that
they will be able to hold
that seat. 

And Bakk isn’t ruling
out a DFL victory in a
spec i a l  e l e c t i on  i n
Fischbach’s district, should
she be forced to resign her
seat.

“It’s high drama,” said
Bakk, “we’ve got a very
good candidate in that dis-
trict.”

While the district is
Republican leaning, recent
special elections around
the country, including a
recent one in western
Wisconsin, suggest that
Bakk’s optimism may be
warranted. “It would nor-
mally be a tough seat, but
the environment is pretty
toxic for Republicans right
now,” he said.

Depending on the

timing of a legal decision,
any special election to fill
Fischbach’s seat would
likely not be held prior to
the start of the legislative
session. And that could
leave the body deadlocked
at 33 Republicans and 33
DFLers. Such an eventu-
ality has Bakk talking about
the need for a possible
power-sharing agreement
should Fischbach be forced
to resign her seat. 

The uncertainty even
holds the possibility that the
legislative session could
come to a halt before it even
convenes. Calling the
Senate to session requires
34 senators to vote in favor,
and if Republicans don’t
agree to share power, it’s
possible DFLers could
withhold their consent. If
Senate leaders can’t get
the 34 votes they need for
three consecutive days, the
session would be cancelled,
said Bakk. 

It would seem an
unlikely prospect, but in the
current political environ-
ment, there’s no telling for
sure. 

Bakk said he’s hopeful
that the court will take
steps to head off such an
outcome. “There’s still
plenty of time for the court
to act,” he said.

Political 
dominoes

Fischbach’s road to
becoming lieutenant gov-
ernor in a DFL adminis-
tration was convoluted to
be sure, and began with the
resignation of U.S. Sen. Al
Franken in December.
When Gov. Mark Dayton
appointed then-Lt. Gov.
Tina Smith to replace

Franken, it left Smith’s
office vacant. Under the
state constitution, the most
recent state Senate presi-
dent (a mostly honorary
title that Fischbach held in
the GOP-led body) auto-
matically becomes lieu-
tenant governor in the event
of a vacancy.

Lawsuit could decide control of MN Senate
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

Michelle Fischbach

Volunteers in the Cook,
Nett Lake and Lake Vermilion

area are needed to drive
persons to medical

appointments and to work.
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54.5 cents per mile
is now the reimbursement
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hen it’s winter, and it’s cold
outside, it seems some in the
news media just can’t resist

the story of the handful of remote towns
across the country that vie for the title of
“Icebox of the Nation.”

It’s been a claim to fame for
International Falls for years, which actually
trademarked the title about a decade ago
after agreeing to pay $2,000 to Fraser,
Colo., to relinquish that town’s claim to
the title. 

But the trademark hasn’t quelled the
debate and, a
third town, Big
Piney, Wyoming,
has muddied the
waters, claiming
t ha t  i t ’s  t he
coldest town in
the country. In a
s t o ry  on  t he
debate last week,
National Public
Rad io  i n t e r -
viewed represen-
tatives of Fraser,
Big Piney, and
In te rna t iona l
Falls, none of whom made a particularly
compelling case. Bob Anderson, mayor
up at the Falls, mentioned frozen turkey
bowling, which was its usual hit at last
weekend’s Icebox Days festival in the
Falls, as if somehow that was compelling
evidence of his town’s cold weather
supremacy. 

Of course, who knows what Bob really
had to say to NPR. For most reporters,
these are human interest features, preferably
delivered with a heaping helping of quirky
local color. Most of them couldn’t care
less which town is colder… it’s more
about entertaining readers or listeners
about the weird things people way out in

the sticks actually argue about. 
Which town is coldest? To most folks,

that’s like competing for bragging rights
over which town smells the worst. I mean,
is that actually a title anyone (in their right
mind, at least) wants to win?

Of course, those of us who live in the
North Country know it matters. Which is
why I decided to truly get to the bottom
of this by digging into the numbers. After
all, this isn’t a question of how many
human tongues are stuck to your town’s
flagpole. We’ve got data that can settle
this one once and for all, and I was more
than happy to summon my inner nerd and
wade through the snowdrifts.

So I tracked down the historical data
thanks to Intellicast, and analyzed the
numbers from multiple angles, and came
to the obvious conclusion: It’s complicat-
ed!

That’s because it all depends on how
you define “Icebox of the Nation.”

Come January, it isn’t even a contest.
International Falls, with its daily mean
temperature of 3.5 degrees F, blows both
Fraser (14 degrees) and Big Piney (10
degrees) out of the running. For the six
months of what we normally consider to
be “winter” around here (Nov.-April), it’s
closer, but International Falls still wins
easily with a mean temperature of 18.75
degrees F, compared to 20.5 degrees for
Big Piney and a relatively balmy 22.5
degrees for Fraser. 

International Falls has the coldest
overall record low of the three communities,
at minus 55 degrees (Big Piney is second
with minus 50, Fraser’s coldest is, yawn,
minus 46). The Falls also has the coldest
record lows for the months of January
(-55), February (-48), March (-38), and
April (-14). 

Come summer, the situation is different.
Both Big Piney (elevation 6,824) and

Fraser (elevation 8,574) are high altitude
locations where the air is thin and dry, and
that helps their daytime heat dissipate at
night. Big Piney, for example has the
warmest daytime high temperatures of the
three towns in the summer, but the coolest
overnight lows. If you average the whole
year, Big Piney is slightly colder than
International Falls with an annual mean
temperature of 36.0 degrees to 37.5 degrees
in the Falls. Fraser checks in with a yearly
mean of 36.5 degrees. That’s where the
question becomes complicated.  

To me, none of the communities qual-
ifies as an “icebox” come summer. You
can get frost in any of the towns during
summer, but it’s more likely in the high
elevation communities. Still, when you’re
talking “icebox” you’re talking winter in
my book, and on that front, the answer is
clear— northeastern Minnesota has these
western mountain towns beat, hands down. 

And if we’re really talking about ice-
boxes, none of these three towns is really
in competition with the truly coldest places
in the Lower 48, such as Embarrass, or
Tower at its former official weather station,
where the mean Nov.-April temperature
comes in at a frosty 16.1 degrees.   Or try

Lunar eclipse to coincide with January’s second full moon

Ely area
Fishing reports

WATCHING THE SKIES

See COLD...pg. 5B

AAvvgg..  mmeeaann  wwiinntteerr  tteemmpp
Big Piney, Wyoming.............20.5º F

I Falls, Minnesota...............18.75º F

Mean determined by averaging monthly
normal high and low, Nov. 1-April 30.
Source: Intellicast

Blue moon, red moon

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

The contest of cold
ICEBOX OF THE NATION?
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In battle over Lower 48’s cold winter title, the numbers tell the story

Left:
A young
North
Country
resident
enjoys a
morning
outside in
minus 40
degree
weather.
It’s the
frosty 
eyelashes
that let you
know it’s
really cold!

file photo by 
M. Helmberger

REGIONAL— If the clouds
cooperate, North Country residents
will have the opportunity to view an
unusually rare celestial event next
Wednesday morning, Jan. 31.

That’s when a blue moon coin-
cides with a total lunar eclipse, the

first time such an event has been
visible from the Western Hemisphere
since 1866, according to Space.com.
For residents of the North Country,
the partial eclipse will begin at 5:48
a.m. and will reach totality at 6:51
a.m., or very close to moonset in the
western sky. If the sky is clear, the
eclipse could make the setting moon
even more spectacular than usual,
but for best viewing, you’ll want to

find a location that provides a view
of the western horizon. 

Binoculars or a small telescope
can greatly improve viewing of a
lunar eclipse. Unlike a total eclipse
of the sun, the moon never completely
disappears when it is eclipsed by
Earth’s shadow, since the Earth’s
atmosphere reflects enough light to

Fraser, Colorado..................22.5º F

Embarrass, Minnesota........16.1º F

See ECLIPSE...pg. 5B

Watch for the lunar eclipse on
Wednesday morning, Jan. 31.
file photo by M. Helmberger

Trout fishing seems to be
the hot draw for anglers to Ely
area lakes recently, and with
just cause. Limits of rainbow
trout have been caught recently
on lakes such as Miners,
Glacier Ponds, Tofte, and High
and Dry lakes. Most folks are
fishing these beauties from
just under the ice to depths of
fourteen feet. Baits of choice
have been varied, from wax
worms and soft plastics on
tiny jigs to fresh salted
minnows. Remember that only
dead minnows are allowed on
designated trout lakes. The
best fishing times have been
during mid-day, with a minor
surge in activity at daybreak.

Lake trout, too, have been
the target of most diehard fish-
ermen, who are targeting
these  fish on lakes such as
Burntside and Snowbank, with
decent numbers coming from
both. Some hearty souls have
been traveling to Knife and
Basswood lakes  in  the
Boundary Waters, with mod-
erate success there as well.
While no true giants have been
coming to the scales, many
three-to-six-pounders have
been caught with a few
approaching ten pounds. These
waterways have only minimal
snow cover and decent ice
beneath it, so travel by light
truck, sled or four-wheeler
appears to be no problem. 

Walleye fishing has been
a bit disappointing, with
meager stringers coming from
Shagawa, Birch, and Fall lakes.
Anglers there are finding that
it is much better to move often
to attain the best results.
Minnows on a dead stick will
work, but a jigging spoon
tipped with a minnow head
will tempt the more aggressive
into biting. This is where it
pays to have good electronics
and use them to locate roaming
schools of walleyes that are
chasing schools of bait fish.
Think of how you would
approach a lake in the open
water season. Would you just
drive out on the lake, pick a
spot and anchor there for the
day? Probably not. Most likely
you would move on if you
haven’t been connecting with
fish at a given spot. Same
holds true for the ice fishing.

Most  lakes are sporting
at least sixteen inches of ice,
but it’s best to drill as you go
when approaching choke
points and moving water.
Remember that no ice is ever
considered safe. Taking the
little time and effort to drill a
few holes as you go can save
you many dollars and perhaps
even your life in the long run.
Be safe and good fishing!

Courtesy Babe’s Bait,
located at Ely’s west entrance.
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from NOAA weather
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

36 21 23 3 17 6 28 1414 -3
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn. Cook  Hi   Lo Prec.  Sn.   Orr    Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.  

01/15       3     -39     0.12      2”
01/16       6     -10     0.00    
01/17       8      -6      0.00     
01/18     25       1      0.00    
01/19     27      19     0.00    
01/20     35      18     0.00    
01/21     35      27     0.00   
Totals                 0.63   39.4”                   

01/15       3      -6      0.00
01/16       9      -6      0.00    
01/17      30      5      0.00     
01/18      30     21     0.00     
01/19      41     25     0.03      1”
01/20      37     25     0.00    
01/21      25     16     0.00                                                      
Totals                 NA      NA  

01/15       3      -8      0.00
01/16       6      -2      0.11     2.1”
01/17       9      -2      0.01     0.2”
01/18      27      6      0.00     
01/19      30     22     0.00     0.2”
01/20      41     29     0.00    
01/21      37     12     0.00 
Totals                 0.74 47.9”

01/15       6      -9      0.04     1.7”
01/16      10     -1      0.01     0.2”
01/17      11       0     0.00     
01/18      29      6      0.02     0.5”
01/19      32     21     0.00    
01/20      39     29     0.00    
01/21      41     12     0.00    
Totals                 0.68   38.0”

01/15       3      -9      0.20     2.2”
01/16       7      -5      0.00    
01/17       8      -4      0.00     
01/18     29       5      0.03     0.4”
01/19     30      21     0.00    
01/20     40      25     0.00    
01/21     40       5      0.00            
Totals                 0.80   35.1”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

ICEBOX..Continued from page 4B

PLACE
YOUR

AD
HERE!

CALL
TODAY

218-753-2950

SAMZ 
Place

Happy Hour:
Mon-Thurs: 4-7 PM

Open 10 AM • 7 days a week

1203-1221 Old Winton Rd,
Ely, MN 55731

218-365-4175

Gateway to
Voyageurs Nat’l Park

Bar & Dining Room
Open Daily

Lodging • Gas • ATM
Mechanic On-Site

Snowmobile Rentals
1-800-882-6287

1

145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN
www.insularestaurant.com

218-365-4855

Serving
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Beer & Wine
(sled parking out back)

Sun 7:30 AM-2 PM • Breakfast to Noon
Monday Closed

Tues & Thurs 7:30 AM-9 PM
Fri & Sat 7:30 AM-10 PM

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail

RESTAURANT & BAR
Cabins & Lodge Rooms

Satellite TV
Plenty of trailer parking!

www.melgeorges.com 
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC
SNOWMOBILE RACE

SATURDAY, MARCH 10

GOOD OL’ DAYS

• 6 am breakfast Mon.-Sat.
and 8 am breakfast
on Sun.

• 5-7 pm happy hour 
Mon.-Fri.

• Daily meal specials
• Home made soups

& chili
• Friday fish fry
• Pool table, dart board

TVs 

Featuring Minnesota’s

Best Bloody Mary!

OPEN DAILY
Mon-Sat 6 a.m.

Sun 8 a.m.

316 Main St, Tower
218-753-6097

www.goodoldaystower.com

15 NEW Rooms
Satellite TV • Guest Laundry

Continental Breakfast

FREE WiFi 
Convenience Store

Gas On Property

Drive your
snowmobile

right to your room!

320 S. Hwy. 53, Cook

218-666-2272

VERMILION HOTEL
Country Store &
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4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN
www.ovesonpelican

lakeresortandinn.com
1-800-860-3613 • 218-757-3613

Snowmobiles
Welcome!

Fireside Lobby,
Bar & Restaurant,

FREE Wi-Fi,
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Snowmobiles Welcome!

Warroad, with a six-month winter
mean of 16.8 degrees, or Hallock,
in far northwestern Minnesota,
with a winter mean of 17.1
degrees. Even on an annual basis,
Embarrass’s mean of 34.5

degrees, takes the cake. 
The bottom line is that the

winter deep freeze in our region
isn’t an isolated experience,
dependent on high elevation or
some other geographic oddity

that makes a particular place
cold. Everywhere is cold in north-
ern Minnesota in winter, because
we’re located in the far north
and in the center of the continent,
where we receive the most fre-

quent outbreaks of arctic air and
the least frequent intrusions of
milder maritime air masses.

While our winters aren’t
what they used to be, they’re
still tough to beat for cold weather. 

On the question of who has
the coldest winters in the Lower
48, it’s northern Minnesota, no
doubt about it.

its dark side to allow the
moon to remain visible,
although it takes on a deep
reddish-brown hue. 

Lunar eclipses, by
themselves, are relatively
common, being visible
perhaps once a year on
average in North America,
although the frequency can
be highly variable. What
makes this event unusual
is that it coincides with a

blue moon, which is the
term for the second full
moon within a calendar
month. The first full moon
in our region occurred on
Jan.  2 ,  which makes
Wednesday’s full moon the
second in January. The next
full moon won’t appear
until March 1, which means
February will not have its
own full moon this year. 

ECLIPSE..Continued from page 4B

Area Trail Conditions

Taconite Trail
Good condition
1-3” base, 8-20” snow on the ground

Arrowhead Trail
Good condition
1-4” base, 12-24” snow on the ground
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Obituaries And Death Notices

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Ann Mobilia 
Ann Mobilia, 101, of

Ely, passed away on
Monday, Jan. 22, 2018, at
St. Michael’s Health and
Rehabilitation Center in
Virginia .  A Mass  of
Christian Burial will be
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 27 at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely
with visitation being held
one hour prior to the service
at the church. Funeral
arrangements have been
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

Martha D. Wirta
Martha D. Hutchins

Wirta, 76, of Superior,
Wis., passed away with her
family by her side on
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2018, in
Solvay Hospice House in
Duluth. Funeral services
will be held at 11 a.m. on
Friday, Jan. 26 at Nelson
Funeral Care Chapel in
Cloquet, with visitation
fo r  one  hou r  p r i o r.
Interment will be in Maple
Grove  Ceme te ry  i n
Cloquet.

She is survived by her
daughter, Anna (Scott)
Wir t a  Kosobusk i  o f
Superior; son, Les (Zina

Micklewright) Wirta of
Cloquet; grandchildren,
Levi Wirta, Savannah
K i n s m a n ,  L u c a s
Kosobusk i ,  Jonah
Kosobuski, Logan Wirta
and Elizabeth Vandecar;
two great-grandchildren;
sister, Sara Grogg of
LeRoy, Kansas; brother,
Robert (Carolyn) Hutchins
of Emporia, Kansas; and
numerous nieces and
nephews.

Al Podominick
Al Podominick, 83,

of Ely, passed away on
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018,
at the Boundary Waters
Center in Ely. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held
on Wednesday, Jan. 24 at
St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church in Ely. Burial was
at Maple Hill Cemetery in
Hibbing. Family arrange-
ments were entrusted to
Kerntz Funeral Home of
Ely. 

He is survived by his
sons ,  John (Margie)
Podominick of Lakeville
and  Ray  (Ka r i )
Podominick of Ely; daugh-
ter, Vicki Podominick of
Ely; grandchildren, Liz
Podominick of Colorado

Springs, Colo., and Ashley
Coombe of Duluth; sisters:
Evelyn (Jim) Anderson
and  J an i ce  (Dean )
Fairbanks; and brother,
Dick (Karen) Podominick.

Mark E. Wakefield
Mark E. Wakefield,

78, of Wuori Township,
died on Sunday, Jan. 14,
2018, in Essentia Health-
Vi rg in ia .  At  Mark’s
request, no formal servic-
es will be held. A private
inurnment will take place
in the spring of 2018.
Family services provided
b y  B a u m a n - C r o n ,  a
Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Virginia. 

He is survived by his
mother, Clara Wakefield of
Island Lake; wife, June
Hagen of Pike-Sandy
Township; sons, David
Wakefield of Virginia and
Scott Wakefield; stepson,
Keith Hagen of Tower;
siblings, Bob, Joe (Sue),
Cl i fford (Nan) ,  Don
(Linda), Edie Gelineau and
Judy (Tom) Ferrell; numer-
ous nieces and nephews,
extended family and
friends.

Engineering Aide

Trainee (Temp.)

Apply by 2/9/18

Highway Laborer
(Temp.) Apply by 2/9/18

Apply online at 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/jobs

or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  1/26

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

Court File No. 
69VI-PR-17-159

ESTATE OF
ROBERT EARL JORDAN
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is
given that on February 14,
2018, at 9:30 a.m. a hearing
will be held in this Court at
Virginia, Minnesota, on a
petition for the formal probate
of an instrument purporting to
be the decedent’s Will dated
October 28, 2014, and
Codicil dated N/A, and

Separate Writing pursuant to
Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 dated
N/A, and for the appointment
of PATRICIA ANN JORDAN,
whose address is 4900
Nature Trail, Racine,
Wisconsin 53403 as
Personal Representative of
the Estate of the Decedent in
an unsupervised administra-
tion. 

Any objections to the petition
must be filed with the Court
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the
personal representative will
be appointed with full power
to administer the Estate,
including the power to collect
all assets, pay all legal debts,
claims, taxes and expenses,
to sell real and personal
property, and do all neces-
sary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801)
all creditors having claims
against the Estate are
required to present the

claims to the personal repre-
sentative or to the Court
Administrator within four (4)
months after the date of this
Notice or the claims will be
barred.

Dated: January 3, 2018
Gary J. Pagliaccetti
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
By: Stefanie Higgins, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
DEFENBAUGH 
LAW OFFICE
RAE R. BENTZ
MN# 218376
107 E Camp St
Ely, Minnesota 55731
Telephone: 218-365-4977
Email: rae@defenbaugh-
law.com

Published in the Timberjay,
Jan. 19 & 26, 2018

NOTICE

2017 Dog & Cat
Animal License Tags

Breitung Township
Box 56, Soudan, MN 55782

218-753-6020

Cost: $10
$5 If Spayed or

Neutered

2018 Dog & Cat
Animal License Tags

Join Our Pack!
The International Wolf Center has openings for sea-
sonal part-time retail and admissions positions, 10-30
hours per week, May-August (with possible hours in
the fall). Must be able to work in a fun, fast-paced
environment, work weekends, evenings and have
excellent customer service skills. To apply, submit a
cover letter and resume to careers@wolf.org or stop
by the International Wolf Center (located just east of
Ely on Hwy 169) to pick up an application. 

For additional information, 
call Jenn at 218-365-4695 Ext 126.

For additional information, 
call Jackie at 218-365-4695 Ext 126.

EMPLOYMENT

HELP
WANTED

Tower Area 
Ambulance

Service

NOW TAKING 
APPLICATIONS

EMR and EMT Paid On-Call 
staff needed for 

Monday – Friday shifts.

Application contains pertinent 
job information.

Please submit questions 
and applications to: 

ambulance@cityoftower.com
or

Pick up an application at 
City Hall, 602 Main St., 2nd Floor

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 19 & 26, 2018

2/
9

CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter
333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights to
that name. The filing is
required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable
customers to
be able to identify the true
owner of a business.
Assumed Name: axis techni-

cal solutions
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS: 4258 Kangas
Rd., Hibbing, MN 55746
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Jeremy Brent Aho, 4258
Kangas Rd., Hibbing, MN
55746

By typing my name, I, the
undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the

person(s) whose signature
would be required who has
authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. I further
certify that I have completed
all required fields, and that
the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and
in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. I understand that by
signing this document I am
subject to the penalties of

perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this
document under oath.

Dated: January 22, 2018
SIGNED BY: Jeremy B. Aho
MAILING ADDRESS: 4258
Kangas Rd., Hibbing, MN
55746

Published in the Timberjay,
Jan. 26 & Feb. 2, 2018

ST. PAUL — Secretary of State Steve
Simon announced the availability of the
state’s official Precinct Caucus Finder
for Minnesota’s 2018
Precinct Caucuses held
on Tuesday, Feb. 6.
The Finder displays
caucus locations pro-
v i d e d  b y  t h e
Democratic-Farmer-
Labo r  Pa r ty  and
Republican Party of
Minnesota. 

Minnesotans can
find their caucus loca-
tion here: http://caucusfinder.sos.
state.mn.us/.

Precinct Caucuses mark the begin-
ning of the 2018 election in Minnesota.
They are meetings run by the state’s polit-
ical parties where the candidate endorse-
ment process begins, delegates are
selected, and goals and values (called
party platforms) may be set. Precinct
Caucuses are entirely run by the state’s
political parties, including the selection
of caucus locations and meeting proce-
dures. This year, one part of Precinct
Caucuses will be a preference ballot
where Minnesotans will be able to vote
for the person they want their political
party to support for Governor.

“I encourage all Minnesotans to go

out and caucus on Feb. 6 and make their
voices heard,” said Secretary of State
Steve Simon. “Minnesota has a proud

tradition of civic
engagement and going
to a caucus is a great
way for Minnesotans
to show support for
their preferred candi-
dates, raise an impor-
tant issue, and meet
people in their com-
munity. This is an
important and historic
e l e c t i o n  y e a r  i n

Minnesota and every voice matters.”
In order to participate in a caucus,

Minnesotans must be eligible to vote in
the November general election, live in
the precinct, and generally agree with
the principles of the political party
hosting the caucus.

Minnesotans also have the right to
take time off work to be at a Precinct
Caucus or political party convention (if
they are a delegate or alternate), but must
give their employer ten days’ written
notice. Minnesotans interested in cau-
cusing with one of the state’s non-major
political parties should contact their
party directly for dates and locations.

Precinct caucuses set for
Tuesday, Feb. 6
Caucus finder website helps find locations

Caucus locations are
set by the parties,

and depend on
which legislative 

district you live in.



SUPPORT
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt
Municipal Building, senior
room. Open to all. For informa-
tion contact Mary at 218-827-
8327

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and Al-
ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross
Catholic Church, Orr

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas”
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12
Steps. For women seeking help
and hope to recover from any
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food,
gambling etc. Every Thursday
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to
coda.org on the web.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family
Group is a community-based
mutual support program for the
friends and families of alco-
holics. It is confidential and
open to anyone affected by
someone else’s drinking. Hope
Lutheran Church in Embarrass
hosts an Al-Anon group on
Monday evenings at 6 p.m.
218-984-2037

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church, Acacia Blvd. and
Central Drive in Babbitt

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday at
4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia

HIV/AIDS? For confidential
compassionate local support
call the Rural AIDS Action
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226)

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a way
out with the help of other recov-
ering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous.  We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)  

STORAGE

RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats,
Cars, Household Items. Ideal
Location. Many sizes. Also
Mobile Storage Containers
delivered to your location.
www.redrock-storage.com. Call
218-753-2375.   tfn

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW’S ISLAND is looking
for staff to join its team for the
2018 season. Duties include,
but are not limited to, house-
keeping, landscaping, and
guest services. Competitive
wages and an end-of-season
bonus. Positions start in May
and end in October. Please
contact Erin at info@ludlowsre-
sort.com or 218-666-5407. 3/2

WHITE EAGLE is hiring for the
2018 vacation season! Various
positions prepping cabins/
grounds and welcoming/assist-
ing vacationers. April through
Oct. www.WhiteEagleResort.
com/Employment. 4/13

SEEKING CABIN CLEANERS
for the 2018 season.
Individuals/teams available a
minimum of 2 Saturdays/
month. www.WhiteEagle
Resort.com/Employment. 4/13

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay
cash for junk cars and pickups.
Will pick up. Also, we collect
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’ll buy  old Seligas in Good
Shape.  Turn your classic
canoe into cash. Call Steve at
365-6745.  tfn

HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA-  Open Monday-
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE-
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday,
9am – 5pm.  tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their families in
ways such as: comfort care,
massages, last wishes and
more.   For more information,
contact Program Director Liz
Cheney at 218-780-8907 or
vhhpdirector@yahoo.com. This
ad is paid for by Virgie Hegg
Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 53,
Cook. Open-M-F 9-5,
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning
Drop off/Pick up,
CDL/Motorcycle/ Drivers
Manuals. Now accepting
Visa/MC/Discover. Questions
call 218-666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE

Search ALL MLS listings at
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
for rent in Orr. Call Dennis at
Bayview Apartments, 218-757-
0200.  tfn

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT –
Up to 1150 sq. feet of Prime
Office Space on the main level
of the Frandsen Bank and Trust
Building in Tower. Formerly law
offices. Private entrance off of
Spruce Street. Contact Amber
Zak at 218-753-6100 or Jim
Ertz at 651-253-5568. 2/9

2BR APT FOR RENT- In Tower,
2BR, 2BA apartment, furnished,
high-quality throughout.
Heated, attached garage.
$850/mo. Call 218-750-6566.
tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and pru-
dence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price

(private parties only). We now accept payment by Visa,

Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-753-

2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the

“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169

Winter Hours: 
Monday-Friday 9 AM-5 PM

P R O V E N

Storage • Complete Service • Sales

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING

SERVICES

MARINE  

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

SNOWPLOWING

VERMILION SNOW MANAGE-
MENT- Serving the entire Lake
Vermilion area. Roads,
Driveways & Sidewalks. Free
estimates, insured. tj@vermil-
ionsnowmanagement.com or
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The Timberjay now makes 
See us at our Tower office for 

competitvely-priced color copying

YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake VermilionReal Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

FOR SALE

INSURANCE

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

◆ Complete Site & Building
◆ Road Building, Land CleBasement, Demolitio

◆ Digging, Dozing, Haulin
◆ Sand, Gravel, Crushed Roc

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPC
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 5

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)

Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com

#132387 LAKE VERMILION 1 BR cabin on 2.05-acre lot
w/206 ft lakeshore. Cabin has electricity, wood stove and
lots of privacy. $129,000

#132923 LAKE VERMILION 3 BR year-round cabin on
Niles Bay features slate floors, cherry cabinets, fireplace,
screen porch. Detached two-stall garage, 1.2 acre, 195 ft
lakeshore. Adjacent to 40+ acres of common property for
hiking, birding and cross country skiing. $725,000

# 119905 LAKE VERMILION 60-acre wooded parcel
w/2,000+ ft lakeshore. 3 BR, 3 BA home offers seclusion
and privacy. Extras include attached garage, boathouse 
and much more. Subdivision potential. $875,000

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Luna Lake-$63,000 8.1 acres, 425 ft of shoreline near
Side Lake, Perch Lake and Sturgeon Lake. MLS#130419

Johnson Lake-$100,000 20.75 acres and 1,425 ft of
shoreline. Boat-access. MLS#130442

Pelican Lake-$39,500 4 acres, bunkroom and shared
ownership on Pelican Lake. MLS#130658

Pelican Lake-$150,000 2.5 acres and over 250 ft of
lakeshore on Pelican Lake. MLS#130668

Rainy Lake-$44,900 1.34 wooded acres with shared
dock on Rainy Lake. MLS#130899

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

January SMART BUYS
40 lb. Diamond Crystal Solar Salt-
Extra Coarse. High purity economical salt for
all water solutions. Typically 99.6% sodium
chloride crystals....$5.29

40-lb. Diamond Crystal Pellets
w/ Softner Care Additive
works in all types of water softeners...$5.99

40-lb. Diamond Crystal DC
Iron Fighter Pellets
Removes iron to get the red out. Makes water
taste better. Decreases risk of rust stains...$6.99

THE BEST LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

218-753-2101
415 Main St., Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

Tower-Soudan 
Agency
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