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COUNTY SCHOOLS

Four-day week draws mostly positive reviews

School district considering change in hopes of trimming $1.5 million budget gap

million shortfall in its 2025-26
budget. With astate application
deadline looming in April, the
2142 school board will vote
on the proposal at its March
25 meeting.

The group of more than
30 who gathered in the band
room at North Woods School
had more than just the four-day
school week on their minds,

Right: Parents and North
Woods staff discussed the
impact of a four-day school
week at a meeting held this
week. photo by D. Colburn

County School District’s pro-
posed change to a four-day
school week next year.

The proposal represents
an about-face for district
officials, who last fall recom-
mended putting the idea on
ice for at least another year,
but the proposal gained new
life as the district continues to
contend with a projected $1.5

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Parents,
staff,and community members
had the chance to express their
opinions and ask questions
at public meetings at North
Woods School and Tower-
Soudan Elementary School on
Monday about the St. Louis

as many continue to harbor ill
feelings over cuts in teaching
positions at the school for next
year that could affect the quality

See..SCHOOLS pg. 9
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Hauschild provision
would create helium

Developers plan

mix of residential
and commercial

opportunities

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER— For more
than 20 years, city officials
here have worked toward the
day when major development
would come to Tower’s
harbor. It appears that day
may finally arrive starting this
year following the signing
of a development agree-
ment with an experienced
Pine City-based builder who
is proposing a mixed-use
projectincluding about 7,500
sq. ft. of commercial space
along with 14 upper-level
apartments overlooking the
harbor. Atleast a dozen town
homes will also be built as
part of the project.

Eagle Ridge LLC has
built both apartments and
single- and multi-fami-
ly housing in east central
Minnesota and has received
rave reviews from city offi-
cials in Pine City, where the
company recently completed
two apartment projects. The
company is also building a
35-unit apartment complex
in Mora this year.

It’s not the first time that
city officials in Tower have

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Deal mke(l i(ll‘ llﬂl'll()l'

Top: The commercial/apartment building now planned
for Tower’s harbor will entail a design similar to Cove

Point Lodge on Lake Superior, which was designed by
the same architect. The color may be different.

Above: An initial site plan for the harbor, which may

still be subject to changes.

signed a development agree-
ment for the harbor site, but
it is the first time since the
city resolved longstanding
title issues for the property.
As part of that work, the
city transferred the proper-
ty to the Tower Economic
Development Authority,
which has been working for
the past three years to bring a
major project to the site.
The project currently
under development will
include the commercial and
apartment building near the

river rapids on the south-
east side of the harbor. The
three-story structure, with
two levels of apartments
above, will be among the most
prominent structures in the
city and will presentan engag-
ing facade from the Hwy. 169
bridge at the entrance to the
harbor. The town homes, built
as twin homes, will extend to
the west from there along the
harbor and docking for town
home owners will be made
available as part of the project.

Eagle Ridge principal

Cole Newman is moving
quickly toadvance the project
and plans to have his appli-
cation for a conditional use
permit to the city’s planning
and zoning commission for
its March 25 meeting. His
company has engaged Ron
Hommerding as architect on
the project and is already at
work on the civil engineer-
ing and has commissioned
renderings of the buildings
to begin the marketing.

TEDA is currently
seeking funding for sewer
and water extension as well
as streets associated with the
project.

Atthe same time, TEDA
has issued requests for pro-

See...HARBOR pg. 10

tax relief district

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Thestate
of Minnesota would create a
“heliumtax reliefarea” under
legislation advancing in St.
Paul under the guidance of
state Sen. Grant Hauschild.
An amendment to create the
tax relief area and establish a
gross proceeds tax on helium
produced commercially
was expected to be on the
docket before the Senate Tax
Committee on Thursday this
week, after the Timberjay’s
weekly press time.

The measure would
allow aportion of the revenue
produced by taxes on helium
production to be retained
in northeastern Minnesota,

where the recent discovery
of what could be the world’s
richest helium deposit is
attracting interest. The per-
centage of the tax revenue
to be
retained in
the region
wasn’t
finalized
as of press
time.
The
arrange-
me nt
would be similar in struc-
ture to the taconite tax relief
area established throughout
the state’s three Iron Ranges.
Pulsar Helium, the
company currently explor-

See.. HELIUM pg. 9

Grant Hauschild

Range lawmaker
arrested for seeking
sex with a minor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL-
Republican State Senator
Justin Eichorn, of Grand
Rapids, was arrested
Monday in Bloomington
after allegedly attempting to
solicit sex from someone he
believed was a teenage girl.

Eichorn, 40, was taken
into custody by Bloomington
police after he arranged to
meet with what he thought
was a 16-year-old girl but
was in fact an undercover
detective. Authorities said
the meeting was set near the
8300 block of Normandale
Avenue in the Minneapolis
suburb. When Eichorn
arrived in a pickup truck, he
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"”RTH““””"I SKIS, SNOWSHOES, TENTS, WOODSTOVES, BAGS, PULKS

COOMEPATNY |
piragis.com

Home to the Piragis Bookstore

Where great books always find you!

OPEN DAILY -- WINTER CAMPING GEAR RENTALS

piragis.com 218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com

was arrested withoutincident
by uniformed officers.

Eichorn reportedly
remains in custody as felony
charges of soliciting a minor
for prostitution are pending
with the Hennepin County
Attorney’s Office.

Eichorn currently rep-
resents
District
6, which
encom-
passes
Grand
Rapids
and areas
to south
and west.
First elected to the Senate in
2016, he served as assistant

See..EICHORN pg .9

Justin Eichorn
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Spring testing clinic in Ely on Tuesday, April 1

ELY- Please join us on Tuesday, April 1 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., as the Ely Community Health Center hosts St. Louis
County Public Health to test for hepatitis C and syphilis
(one finger prick will cover both tests). The CDC recom-
mends testing for these diseases. Paperwork is required and
slots will be limited. Incentives will be given upon com-
pletion of the testing. The Ely Community Health Center
is located at 33 W Chapman St. in Ely. Please use the front
door or alternate access in the alley. Please note that no tests
will be given after 1:40 p.m.

Cook VFW hosting free lasagna

dinner on Saturday, March 29

COOK- The Cook VFW Post 1757 and Auxiliary will
be serving a free lasagna dinner on Saturday, March 29
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Cook VFW. Veterans and their fam-
ilies are invited to enjoy the dinner and share an evening
with comrades.

March 29 is National Vietnam War Veterans Day. This
day is to recognize all Vietnam veterans and those still un-
accounted for. From February 1961 through May 1975,
more than 3.4 million Americans served to support U.S.
military operations in Vietnam and Southeast Asia.

More than 58,000 young men and women gave their
lives to this cause and about 1,580 of them still remain un-
accounted for. Thousands more were wounded, injured,
and suffered the effects of Agent Orange and other afflic-
tions of the war.

The proclamation signed on March 29, 2012, marked
the 50th anniversary of the departure of the last American
troops from Vietnam.

The proclamation states: “The Vietnam War is a sto-
ry of service members of different backgrounds, color, and
creeds who came together to complete a daunting mission.
It is a story of Americans from every corner of our nation
who left the warmth of family to serve the country they
loved. It is a story of patriots who braved the line of fire,
who cast themselves into harm’s way to save a friend, who
fought hour after hour, day after day to preserve the liber-
ties we hold dear.”

“In one of the war’s most profound tragedies, many
of these men and women came home to be shunned or ne-
glected — to face treatment unbefitting their courage and a
welcome unworthy of their example. We must never let this
happen again.”

The Cook VFW reminds our community, “If you love
your freedom, thank a veteran.”

Embarrass High School class of '66

gathering in Virginia on March 27

VIRGINIA- Embarrass High School class of 1966 will
get together on Thursday, March 27 at noon at the Cop-
per Nickel (formerly Michael’s on the Course) in Virginia.
Please pass the word. Classmates and their spouse or sig-
nificant other are welcome to join us. We will order off the
menu and enjoy catching up. See you there!
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MUSIC FESTIVAL

Ancestral Embers Native Music Fest

Fest brings Indigenous talent to Minnesota

REGIONAL- Get ready for a pow-
erful celebration of Indigenous music
and culture as the Ancestral Embers
Native Music Fest takes the stage for
a three-night event across Minnesota.
This free music festival will showcase
an incredible lineup of Native artists,
bringing their voices, stories, and talent
to Nett Lake, Cloquet, and Duluth.

Festival dates & locations

» April 2 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Bois Forte Government Building, 5344
Lake Shore Drive in Nett Lake.

» April 3 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Fond
Du Lac Tribal Community College
Commons, 2101 14th St. in Cloquet.

» April 4 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Dr. Robert Powless Cultural Center,
202 W 2nd St. in Duluth.

The festival will feature a stellar
lineup of Indigenous musicians, in-
cluding Keith Secola, legendary Native
American musician and songwriter;
Lelan “Itz Lil Lee” Leecy, a dynamic
performer bringing energy and pas-
sion to the stage; Orville Councillor,
with powerful vocals and storytelling
through music; Jamie Sky, a talented

Ely Community Resource Auction on

ELY- This year’s art auction for
the nonprofit Ely Community Resource
will be on the evening of Saturday,
March 22 at Ely’s Historic State The-
ater, 238 E. Sheridan St. The doors
open at 5 p.m. for viewing and appe-
tizers. The evening will include a raf-
fle and both live and silent auctions of
works by local artists. The auction be-
gins at 6 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Items in the auction include art
and ski lessons; certificates for fun and
learning; certificates for spa services,
massage, acupressure and more; ele-
gant and delicious food,; fitness advice;
furniture; handmade candles and soaps;
handmade clothing; jewelry; painting,
prints, and more; photography; pottery;
quilts and quilted art; specialty wood-
working; sporting goods; stained glass;

in a free three-night celebration April 2 — 4

From left to right: Performers Jada Brown, Itz Lil Lee, Leonard Sumner,
Keith Secola, and Jamie Sky.

artist blending contemporary and tradi-
tional sounds; Leonard Sumner, a soul-
ful songwriter with impactful lyrics;
Jada Brown, a rising voice in Indige-
nous music.

Ancestral Embers is more than just
a music festival — it’s a space to honor
and celebrate Native artistry, culture,
and resilience. Each night promises
electrifying performances that blend
tradition with contemporary sounds,
creating an unforgettable experience
for all attendees. This free event is

FUNDRAISER

items.

made possible by KBFT Bois Forte
Tribal Radio 89.9 FM Community Ra-
dio, and funding from the Clean Water,
Land & Legacy Amendment.

Join us for an unforgettable musi-
cal journey through Indigenous sounds
and stories!

For more information, please con-
tact ray.villebrun@boisforte-nsn.gov,
visit KBFT.org or KBFT 89.9 FM on
Facebook and Instagram.

Saturday, March 22

Clockwise from top left:

Original Acrylic by Shaun
Chosa, "Water Spirit" and
"Indigenous," Woven Tote by
Katie Kopp-Nelson, Green
Stool "Unicorn Spit" by Barb
and Bill Godlin, Elegant hand-
made cover and handbound
journal by Nicole Selmer,
Original Acrylic by Joe Baltich,
Gorgeous Quilt by Dorothy
Sands, Red Log Birdhouse by
Donald Hoover, Lupine Stained
Glass by Kekekabic Studios,
Blue Finn Handtwined Bowl by
Peter Kess.

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital seeks participation
EBCH seeks participation in Community Health Needs Assessment

ELY- Ely-Bloomenson Commu-
nity Hospital (EBCH) has once again
partnered with Rural Health Innova-
tions, LLC, a subsidiary of the National
Rural Health Resource Center, to com-
plete our Community Health Needs
Assessment (CHNA), a vital tool that
helps shape the future of health care in
our region.

Nonprofit hospitals are required by
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
(CMS) to complete their CHNA every
three years. The CHNA is a key compo-
nent of CMS’s regulations to promote
community-based care, health equity,
and improved outcomes for all individ-
uals. We need your voice to make it a
success! EBCH is inviting community
members to participate in this process
by taking our survey or attending one
of our four Focus Groups to provide in-
valuable feedback about the health care

needs of our community.

How to participate

Attend one of four Focus Groups.
These group discussions will provide
an opportunity to delve deeper into the
health issues affecting our communi-
ty. RSVPs are appreciated but not re-
quired.

» Tuesday, March 25 from 7 to 9
a.m. at the Ely Folk School

» Tuesday, March 25 from 5 to 7
p.m. at the Grand Ely Lodge

» Wednesday, March 26 from 8
to 10 a.m. at Babbitt City Hall Confer-
ence Room

» Wednesday, March 26 from
noon to 2 p.m. at the Tower Civic Cen-
ter

The survey is also available online
at  https://ruralcenter.research.net/t/
Q86KRLG. It takes just a few minutes,
and your answers are completely con-

COMMUNITY EVENTS

fidential.
Why your participation
matters

The insights gathered from the
CHNA survey and Focus Groups will
play an essential role in shaping our
strategies and initiatives to address
the specific health needs in our area.
Whether enhancing access to care,
improving preventive services, or ad-
dressing health disparities, your in-
put ensures that our plans are rooted
in what matters most to you and your
neighbors. For more information or
questions about the CHNA survey or
Focus Groups, please contact Molly
Carmack, National Rural Health Re-
source Center Program Specialist at
248-884-1029 or mcarmack@rural-
center.org.

\ 218-481-7603 )

St. Paul’'s Lutheran
S Soudan, MN

Souper Thursdays
During Lent at Noon
(B
Soup & Movie
with a Short Bible Study

N

s« All are welcome %

Well-being Feast and
Traditional Drum
Teachings event on
Saturday, April 5
VERMILION RESER-
VATION- The Bois Forte
Heritage Center & Cul-
tural Museum is hosting a

Well-being Feast and Tra-
ditional Drum Teachings

event at the Vermilion Gov-
ernment Center on Saturday,
April 5 at 4 p.m. The gov-
ernment center is located on
the Vermilion Reservation at
1610 Farm Point Rd. in Tow-
er. Rebecca Gawboy is serv-
ing the feast with deer meat,
wild rice, blueberries, corn
bread and a berry desert. Da-
vid Morrison Jr. will provide
traditional drum teachings

and will sing songs with fel-
low singers Lance Kingbird,
Angelo Kingbird, and Mark
Black.

This event is sponsored
in part by the Minnesota De-
partment of Children, Youth,
and Families to celebrate
April as Family Well-being
Month. Bois Forte Commu-
nity Programs will be on
site to provide information

Scenic '\\.I{Ners
—(Clinics—
Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient for Life

Cook  Bigfork * Tower * Eveleth « Northome
Floodwood ° Big Falls

Same Day Appointments Available

24-Hour Emergency Care
in Cook and Bigfork

fin
(877) 541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

about their services that can
assist individual and family
well-being, such as Nutri-
tion Education and Ener-
gy Assistance. If you need
transportation, you can call
for a ride from Big Woods
Transit at 888-757-1540.
Please call a couple of days
in advance.

Ladies of Kaleva
Soinnuttaren Tupa 32
and Knights meeting

on March 27

VIRGINIA- The Ladies
of Kaleva Soinnuttaren Tupa
32 and Knights will be meet-
ing Thursday, March 27 at 6
p.m. at Kaleva Hall. The La-
dies will have installation of
officers. Please wear white.
Coffee will be served. All
people interested in Finnish
heritage and culture are wel-
come.

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Tessa Blake, the
director of the indie film
“Boundary Waters” has won
the Ely Film Festival’s award
for Best Director. Her film,
which was shot in Ely almost
two years ago, sold out its
two showings in advance of
last week’s Ely Film Festival
and likely could have sold
out a third.

The “rush line” list for
seats due to no-shows was
two pages long twenty min-
utes before the scheduled 7
p.m. start of the film for its
second showing on Saturday.
The festival staff were seat-
ing the people from the rush
list as late as 7:20 p.m. No
one in the audience seemed
to mind.

For those who have
not yet had a chance to see
“Boundary Waters,” it is a
rich and deep look at the
effects of sexual assault,
to its victims as well as the
families surrounding them,
as seen through the eyes of
Michael, a 12-year-old boy
whose mother is one of the
victims.

The city of Ely is prom-
inent in the film, with many
scenes shot in the alley be-
tween Harvey and Chapman
streets, near the post office
and library. Ely City Hall
was relabeled as “Athens
City Hall” on the Art Deco
sign above the main en-
trance. Ely Memorial High
School was the backdrop of
the school scenes.

Ely didn’t provide all of
the shooting locations. The
outdoor scenes were outside
of Ely city limits in Morse
Township, notably Grant
McMahan Blvd. along the
north shore of Shagawa Lake
and the old quarry site. A
small number of downtown
scenes were shot on Chestnut
St. in Virginia.

A question-and-answer
session followed the Satur-
day showing of “Boundary
Waters,” with director Tessa
Blake, Bill Heck who played
Michael’s father, and Alison
Miller who played Michael’s
mother.

Blake spoke about how

a staff member at Minnesota
North College talked them
into coming up to check out
Ely, and how the film’s man-
agement fell in love with the
community as a filming site.
Blake also had praise
for the residents of Ely, who
welcomed the production
crew and served as the film’s
extras: “This cast, from top
to bottom, was incredible,
including all the extras, all
of the amazing kids from
Ely who came for the tal-
ent show, all people who
came for the amazing crowd
scenes, and the clown band!
Incredible, right?”

More showings
ahead

“Boundary Waters” has
only been shown at a small
number of film festivals
since its premier in October
2024. The film was nominat-
ed for best feature narrative
and excellence in directing at
the Woodstock Film Festival
in New York. It also won the
Bill Cooper Best Minnesota
Feature Award at the Twin
Cities Film Festival.

“Boundary Waters” does
not have a deal yet with a
film distribution company,
which is a necessary step be-
fore it is shown as a general
release in movie theaters and
on streaming services.

“We’re hoping to be able
to show it this summer,” said
film festival director Jacob
White, “but that depends on
when the film gets a distri-
bution deal. We know lot of
people in Ely want to see it
and haven’t had the chance
yet.”

Assuming the film does
make it to theaters, it may
not appear under its current
title. Blake said distributors
had told her that a change in
the film’s title will likely be
necessary and her crew of-
fered some suggestions and
asked for feedback from the
audience.

Film festival awards

The Ely Film Festival
gave out all but one of its
awards on Sunday morning.
The winners are:

» Best Cinematography
- Ryan Rumpca, “Where the
Wind Takes You”

ARTS AND CULTURE

Award-winning “Boundary Waters” caps the Ely Film Festival
.

» Best Director - Tessa
Blake, “Boundary Waters”

» Best Documentary —
“Electric Indian,” Leya Hale

» Best Minnesota Film -
“A Sea Change for Superior”

> Best Feature Film —
“Ultimate Citizens”

» Best Short Film -
“Of Two Worlds,” Mikayla
Swanson

» Independent Spir-
it Award — “Singing Back the

Buffalo,” Tasha Hubbard

The Audience Choice
Award will be announced on
Friday, March 21, after all
the attendee votes have been
counted. The award could not
be given on Sunday because
the festival scheduled extra
showings on Wednesday and
Thursday of this week for the
first eight films to sell out.
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Above: The State Theater marquee

welcomed everyone to the festival. Attendance at
the festival continues to grow, with lots of sold out
showings.

Left: “Boundary Waters” stars Alison Miller and Bill
Heck, who played the young boy’s parents, and film
director Tessa Blake, led a question and answer
session after the Saturday evening sold-out showing
of the film.

Below right: A drum group performed during the
festival’s opening ceremony.

photos by C. Clark
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property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

CHISHOLM This spacious 4 BR, 1 BA home was a
historic boarding house in Chisholm. Home needs a
little TLC but has lots of potential. Excellent opportunity
for a large family, bed and breakfast or possible com-
mercial use. Listed below tax-assessed value!

$85,000 MLS #147766

VIRGINIA 2-3 BR, 1.75 BA home w/updated kit,
hardwood floors, full basement. Newer appliances,

PASELZ N

Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook ¢ Tower * Virginia

I REALIOR®

EMBARRASS - 3 BED | 2 BATH | 3 STALL | 25 ACRES
Amazing 3 bedroom - 2 bathroom home all on one level.
Conveniently located between Babbitt and Virginia this 2000
+ sq ft home is waiting for you. Set on 25 acres there is plenty
of space to explore. There is a small portion of the Bear
Creek that runs through the back part of the property. Enjoy
the use of the hot tub that is included and then enjoy time in
the heated 3 season porch. The garage will easily fit 3 plus
vehicles and there is an open 24x22 ft old mine storage
building to store your extra "toys".

MLS#148026 | $285,000

Ely (218) 365-8822
Babbitt (218) 827-2288 C) o)
Aurora (218) 229-8888 % =
=

Tower (218) 696-2008
info@zupnorth.com
www.zupnorth.com L3

new furnace, water heater and washer/dryer. Detached
garage, large deck and yard. Near shopping and
restaurants. $170,000 MLS #147549

MLS
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County schools

Teacher cuts a dangerous
way to address budget woes

The St. Louis County
School District, or ISD 2142,
is facing a major financial
challenge and teacher reduc-
tions may not be the answer to
what ails the district. In an era
of open enrollment and the in-
creasing reliance by parents and
students on online educational
alternatives, it is more difficult
than ever for districts to cut their
way to financial solvency — at
least when those cuts focus on
the ranks of teachers.

In the St. Louis County
Schools, other parts of the bud-
get deserve serious attention
from the budget knife. That in-
cludes the district’s administra-
tion, which consumes a larger
percentage of the district’s bud-
get than the statewide average,
according to data from the Min-
nesota Department of Educa-
tion. The Rock Ridge, Hibbing,
and Grand Rapids school dis-
tricts all spend significantly less
as a percentage of their student
population than the St. Louis
County Schools. Rock Ridge,
which serves 2,357 students,
spends $3 million on adminis-
tration, or 6.2 percent of total
spending, compared to $3.7
million, or 9.5 percent of total
spending, for ISD 2142.

To be fair, the district ap-
pears to have made some prog-
ress in reducing its administra-
tive costs. Those expenditures,
based on a percentage of student
population, used to be among
the highest in the state. Even
with some modest progress, they
are still well above the statewide
average, which includes of lot
of very small districts which
can’t help but have relatively
high administrative costs when
compared to enrollment.

Even so, the district can and
should do more to reduce its
administrative overhead, since
those cuts have the least impact
on students. The district can’t
simply ask teachers to take on
more without asking the same
of their administrative staff.

As district officials have dis-
covered, parents get upset when
teacher cuts lead to schoolrooms
packed with too many students.
Now, the district’s possible shift
to a four-day week, another at-
tempt to save money, could fur-
ther exacerbate the concerns of
some parents.

The St. Louis County
School District is uniquely vul-
nerable to open enrollment be-
cause the most populated por-
tions of the sprawling district lie
relatively close to neighboring
districts that are eager to scoop
up discontented students. And
parents and students in the more
remote parts of the district,
where student bus rides tend to

be long, are understandably en-
ticed by online alternatives or
home schooling.

At the same time, school
districts everywhere can expect
their revenue streams to grow
more slowly or even shrink in
the years ahead. While Minne-
sota school districts saw some
nice funding increases in recent
years, those increases are almost
certain to slow in the face of a
projected state budget shortfall
in the years ahead. And efforts
to eliminate the federal De-
partment of Education, along
with the elimination of funding
streams designed to help disad-
vantaged students, could further
erode district finances generally.

What’s more, the district’s
historic inability to pass an ex-
cess operating levy suggests
more revenue from local tax-
payers is unlikely. That’s partic-
ularly true in the wake of the bad
feelings generated by the dis-
trict’s 2010 restructuring, which
closed longstanding communi-
ty schools. That restructuring,
school officials promised at the
time, was supposed to address
the district’s financial woes.

One supposed solution be-
ing touted on social media —
the closure of the Tower-Soudan
Elementary — is not a solution
to the problem. The Tower-Sou-
dan Elementary, for a variety of
reasons, receives special rev-
enue streams that the district
would likely not receive were
the school closed. That includes
extra payments-in-lieu-of-tax-
es, or PILT, stemming from the
creation of the Lake Vermilion
Soudan  Underground Mine
State Park. Furthermore, Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary could ac-
tually help relieve some of the
classroom overcrowding that is
currently upsetting many North
Woods parents, since Tow-
er-Soudan’s class sizes are ap-
propriately small and could cer-
tainly accommodate a few more
students. The district certainly
has the option of restricting
the flow of elementary students
from the Tower area to North
Woods, which would alleviate
crowding there. It’s somewhat
of a mystery why parents cur-
rently choose to send their ele-
mentary-aged children on a long
bus ride to North Woods when
the educational outcomes at
Tower have been so consistent-
ly excellent for so many years.
Keeping younger Tower-area
students closer to home would
give them the benefit of the sol-
id educational program at Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary while
alleviating classroom crowding
at North Woods. It seems like an
obvious win-win.
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
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The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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Stauber can’t hide
from his constituents
forever

Pete has a lot of explaining to
do. He needs to hold a town hall
meeting — in person — to talk to
the folks in Minnesota’s Eighth
Congressional District and to an-
swer our questions.

Stauber has continually prom-
ised concerned constituents, on
both sides of the aisle, that he
will not vote to pass a budget that
touches Medicare, Medicaid, or
Social Security — he has even said
so on his own website. He is lying
and so is the GOP.

Several weeks ago, Stauber
voted to advance the GOP budget
agenda that can include $880 bil-
lion worth of cuts to Medicare and
Medicaid — crucial programs his
voters depend on. Trump, Musk,
Stauber (and the GOP) also hope
to crash Social Security. So that
it is eventually privatized, becom-
ing play money on Wall Street
for the titans to recklessly gamble
away, along with our futures? We
all know the GOP has tried to un-
dermine Social Security for years
while pretending to support it.

The GOP has been chomping
at the bit to privatize Social Securi-
ty for at least 45 years. Today, with
Musk and his teenage bros (with
chainsaws) now in charge and run-
ning the country, the GOP’s dream
of a thoroughly diminished, and
privatized program, can become a
reality.

The GOP cannot pass their
huge and obscene tax cuts for the
one percent richest humans and
the wealthiest corporations with-
out slashing our social safety net.
The GOP will want to do this un-
der cover of darkness AND will
gaslight us, telling us they aren’t
really cutting benefits — just
“identifying fraud and implement-
ing work requirements” and other
such nonsense. This is NOT about
ridding our government of “waste,
fraud and abuse” — we all would
welcome that. These cuts are being

COMMENTARY

done at the whim of Elon Musk
and Donald Trump — ridding the
government of programs they per-
sonably dislike. Please don’t be-
lieve this hogwash about waste and
fraud.

Looking forward, the Dems
in D.C. must stick together to say
NO to any GOP tax cut bills for the
richest Americans. These cuts will
only happen — on the backs of our
elderly, poor and working families
— by slashing the social safety
net and our essential government
services, among many other outra-
geous spending cut proposals.

Stauber, Trump and the GOP
cannot weasel out of this one. It is
time for us to come together — to
protect our social safety net — pro-
grams that have helped so many
Americans since their creation.
These programs are essential to the
lives of everyday Americans.

We reject the GOP’s broken
promises to the American people.

Pete, we are watching your ev-
ery move.

Valerie Myntti

Eagles Nest

Trump is making
America much worse

Instead of “Making America
Great Again,” Trump is making our
nation poor financially and morally
by steering us toward a combina-
tion of recession, inflation, and by
his continued ignorance of climate
change, the forthcoming damage to
our citizens and economy.

America is heading towards a
confluence of a recession and in-
flation otherwise known as stag-
flation. The recession is due to
the unemployment triggered by
Trump’s massive layoffs of tens
of thousands of federal employees
and for those people whose activi-
ties depend on government-related
services. More than three million
employees lost their jobs last week.
That is four times higher than ever
recorded in one week, according
to The New York Times. The last
recession lasted five years and led

to around 26 million job claims. In
addition to job loses, the U.S. Aid
for International Development shut
down assuredly will cause many
deaths throughout the world.

The inflation factor will soon
take effect. It is due to reciprocal
taxes levied on the U.S. by coun-
tries on which Trump recently
imposed substantial taxes on their
imports into the U.S. For many
imported products, a 25-percent
price increase will be added to the
product’s selling price.

In addition to inflation and re-
cession, climate change will con-
tinually increase our woes, and we
expect no help from Trump to curb
its impact on the country because
he regards it as a “hoax.” At some
point, he might have an epiphany or
maybe he’ll wake up. In any event,
climate change will manifest itself
in the form of a continuous rise in
global temperatures accompanied
by hurricanes, tornados, floodings
droughts, high winds, wildfires,
and rising oceans, all of which will
cause death and destruction requir-
ing huge costs to ameliorate.

Much of this potential anguish
can be reduced if the rubber stamp
Congressional Republicans would
stand up to Trump and pass legis-
lation that can help our economy,
and not contribute to inflation, re-
cession, and climate change.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay encourages
letters to the editor. You can
submit letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN 55790,
or email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com. We ask that
letters be limited to 300 words.
Letters are subject to editing,
primarily for length and clarity.

Strengthen democracy one action at a time

“May
live in inter-
esting  times,”
states an oft-re-
peated curse,
and we certainly
do. Bizarre, con-
fusing, incendi-
ary times, which
leave many of us
perplexed and
angry about why

you

FIRTH

and funding that
have contributed to
America’s strength
and success, such
as the U.S. National
Institutes of Health
(NIH), the world’s
biggest funder of
biomedical re-
search and wide-
ly considered the
gold standard for

the president of
our country, his
unelected co-president, and
his spineless Republican
sycophants think it’s okay
to steal taxpayers’ money
through illegal and uncon-
stitutional actions  while
deconstructing and destroy-
ing agencies, departments

a research-funding
agency. What kind
of fear drives them? Both
were bullied in childhood
and had cold, demanding
fathers; they seem to be get-
ting revenge and therapy at
our expense.

Many people are feeling
worried and overwhelmed,

but willing to fight back.
The volume of outraged
backlash may be surpris-
ing Trump supporters, but
perhaps they are beginning
to see that these irresponsi-
ble actions are for the sole
benefit of the wealthy and
power-hungry, and that ev-
eryone else is going to suf-
fer collateral damage. Those
who didn’t understand how
tariffs work nor our inter-
dependence on global trade
are facing the reality that
they will be paying more
for a lot of things: new and
used cars; gas and parts for
their vehicles, snowmobiles,
and boats; that food prices,
already high, could skyrock-
et and some food products

just won’t be available. That
Trump’s irrational promise
to reduce food costs was just
one more lie.

Trump is acting like an
arrogant poker player toy-
ing with the well-being of
our country and world. In
his narcissistic view of the
world, all he can perceive
is his own image, as if sur-
rounded by mirrors, a smirk-
ing bully who doesn’t care
about the common good for
American citizens or anyone
else on the planet. He only
cares about winning, loyal
only to himself and his fam-
ily — but then only if they
do what he wants them to.

This inexplicable attack
on Canada, always a strong

ally, must make Trump’s
mental imbalance obvious to
all. Why Canada? Because
he didn’t like Trudeau? Be-
cause Canadian tariffs an-
noyed him? Although hard
to believe from the amount
of mayhem he has caused,
he has only been in office
two months.

Trump does have one
gift — for making a lot of
people very, very angry and
willing to fight for their val-
ues. He has managed to an-
tagonize and unify people
across North America and
the globe. Righteously angry
citizens have been showing
up in droves at Republican
town halls, local Republican
offices, on the streets, and in

organizational meetings.
Over 400 people showed
up at Rep. Pete Stauber’s
office in Hermantown in
February, when 30 protest-
ers was considered a good
turnout previously. Even
more attended an Indivisible
meeting last week in Dulu-
th. Cloquet Indivisible had
70 people show up to sign
on Highway 33 in Cloquet
in frigid weather on Presi-
dent’s Day, and a few weeks
later 250 people showed up
at an Indivisible meeting.
A local resident said he has
never seen anything like it
in Carlton County.
Indivisible is described

See ACTION...pg. 5
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As reported this
past week, five Re-
publican state sen-
ators in Minnesota,
have introduced a
bill in the Legislature

I’d like to sug-
gest a friendly
amendment to
their bill that
I think would
help all of us

this year that would more  easily
classify “Trump : || recognize the
Derangement  Syn- s | many symp-
drome” as a newly i | toms of this
recognized  mental — | unfortunate
health diagnosis. MARSHALL | condition.

I think these fine Symp -
senators (and one al- HELMBERGER toms  would
leged child predator) include, but

may be on to something.
I, like them, believe that
Trump Derangement Syn-
drome is very real and dan-
gerous to the country. But

Stauber’s silence is

deafening

While I would like
Congressman Pete Staub-
er to respond to calls for an
in-person town hall meeting,
I don’t hold out much hope.
Given the number of calls
and letters that his own staff
admitted are unprecedented,
one would think he would
respond to the constituents
who sent him to Washington.

Still, Pete says and does
nothing.

Usually, a congress-
man makes a big deal about
bringing jobs to his district.
Indeed, all of Pete’s corre-
spondence highlights his ef-
forts to bring mining jobs to
the Iron Range, jobs which
never seem to arrive. Well
Pete, the jobs that are cur-
rently being eliminated by
the Trump administration
were good jobs that were al-
ready here.

Still, Pete says nothing!

While we are pondering
jobs, where are my friends at
“Up North Jobs” on this is-
sue?

The federal jobs being
lost were held by contribut-
ing members of our commu-
nity. They tick all the boxes
mentioned in Up North Jobs’
mission statement on their
website.

Pete, the silence is deaf-
ening. By your silence, you
endorse all the negative re-
sults of this administration’s
plan. By your inaction, you
directly harm your own con-
stituents.

Pete, come home (or
is Washington your home

ACTION...Cont. from page 4

on their website (indivisible.
org) as a ‘“grassroots move-
ment of thousands of local
Indivisible groups with a
mission to elect progressive
leaders, rebuild our democ-
racy, and defeat the Trump
agenda. Indivisible’s na-
tional team offers strategic
leadership, movement coor-
dination, and support to In-
divisible activists, and also
directly lobbies congress,
builds partnerships, runs
media campaigns, and de-
velops advocacy strategies.
Together we fight to defeat
the rightwing takeover of
American government and
build an inclusive democra-

cy.”

New Indivisible groups
have been popping up all
over the Northland includ-
ing, but not limited to:
Northern Progressives, In-
divisible affiliate-Cook/
Tower/Ely; Duluth Indivis-
ible; Good Trouble Indi-
visible Duluth; Zenith City
Indivisible-Duluth; Indi-
visible Seniors-Duluth; Ar-
rowhead Indivisible-Grand
Marais; Itasca Area Indi-
visible-Grand Rapids; We
the People Cloquet Indi-
visible-Carlton & St. Louis
Counties, We Are Resisting
and Rising (W.A.R.R) in
Chisholm, and a group is
forming in Biwavik/Aurora.

DAIR (Democracy
Alliance of the Iron Range)
is a Red Wine and Blue
group based in Virginia,

would not be limited to:

» Believing that the
2020 election was stolen.

» Believing that a man
convicted of 34 felonies in

now?) and explain to people
here your position and never
mind the “call-in” town hall
meetings. We all know that is
not leadership.

Asking for a friend. ..

Tim McKenzie

Ely

DOGE versus

real efficiency

In 1957, the Social Se-
curity Administration paid
out almost $7.3 billion dol-
lars in benefits and incurred
expenses of 2.2 percent. In
2024, Social Security paid
out $1.48 trillion and expens-
es were 0.5 percent. Now
that is efficiency. Expenses
have been below one percent
since 1989. Last year, Social
Security distributed pay-
ments every month to about
73 million Americans, aver-
aging, by my calculations,
$20,400 per person per year.
This works out to just over
$100 per year of adminis-
trative overhead for each of
those 73 million beneficia-
ries, or $8.50 per payment
per month to get the right
amount to the right person
for the right reason and on
time. Who can match that?
I'm interested in knowing.

Elon Musk calls Social
Security a Ponzi scheme. He
is so wrong it is laughable.
It just shows how little he
knows about how this gov-
ernment program works. So-
cial Security is a pay-as-you-
go plan established in 1935,
with a dedicated tax for spe-
cific reasons written into law.
Money from payroll taxes
comes in and most (99.5 per-
cent) goes right back out to

COMMENTARY
“Trump Derangement Syndrome” may not be what these Republicans think it is

a criminal case, and sexual
abuse and defamation in a
civil case, has any business
being President of the Unit-
ed States.

» Believing that tariffs
are paid for by countries

whose companies export
products to the U.S.
> Believing that the

Jan. 6, 2021, assault on the
nation’s Capitol building,
which caused millions of
dollars in damage and left
more than 100 police offi-
cers and many protesters
badly injured, was “A Day
of Love.”

> Believing that the
president should decide

which reporters can cover
him, rather than the news
organizations themselves.

> Believing that the
U.S. has a right to claim the
territory of other countries.

> Believing that the
war on Ukraine was started
by Ukraine, not started by
Vladimir Putin and Russia.

> Believing that the
U.S. is now respected, rath-
er than reviled, throughout
the world as a result of the
actions of Donald Trump.

» Believing that Cana-
da, Mexico, and Europe are
our adversaries who should
be subjected to tariffs, while
encouraging free trade with

Letters from Readers

pay today’s benefits, most-
ly to retirees. For years, the
system collected more than
needed in anticipation of a
time when a peak in the num-
ber of beneficiaries, the baby
boomers, retired. In 2020 the
positive balance had grown
to just short of $3 trillion.
Last year it was $2.7 trillion.

So here we are. The sys-
tem started spending down
the positive balance in 2021.
Will this balance zero out
someday at today’s rates?
Yes. Will payments stop?
No. If nothing is done, the
system will still be able to
pay out 70+ percent of cur-
rent benefits. It will not be
bankrupt as those who want
to abolish it claim. However,
allowing this to happen is a
choice. Our so-called leaders
have been kicking this can
down the road for years. Ev-
eryone who cared to look and
had half a brain could see the
problem looming and project
its effect almost to the min-
ute. Like so many things, the
longer we wait the harder the
fix becomes.

Over the years, the sur-
plus was “borrowed” by the
Treasury Department to fund
the federal budget deficit.
Now they/we have to pay
it back, not all at once but
a little at a time as needed.
Therein is the rub. Seems
Republicans don’t like to
pay their debts. They would
cut benefits instead, claim-
ing we can’t afford it. They
were happy enough during
Trump’s last term to cut
taxes and increase the debt.
Now they plan to do it again.
Stopping that tax cut would
cover the Social Security

imbalance plus a trillion dol-
lars.

The truth is, Social Se-
curity is the most effective
and popular antipoverty
program in the entire histo-
ry of our country and may-
be of all time. Most vexing
for Republicans who want
to dismantle government
programs is that SS shows
how effective good govern-
ment programs can be. They
want to change that by cut-
ting staff and service so it
becomes unpopular. One in
five citizens are beneficiaries
in one way or another and
28 million people have been
kept out of poverty. Who in
their right mind would mess
with that? This is not about
the national debt. It is about
dismantling the federal gov-
ernment and cruelty so that
the rich can get even richer.
Or so they think.

Tim Wallace

Zim

Stauber delivers. . .
tax hikes and lies

It’s all a lie, a smoke
screen, a scam on all of us.
The current fever of finding
waste, fraud, and abuse is
just another of the lies being
spewed by Trump and Musk.
And desperately wanting
to be part of the cool kids
group, our congressman Pete
Stauber is parroting the same
lies. Take, for instance, Stau-
ber’s latest newsletter email
to his constituents in which
he gleefully gloats about
voting for the CR bill that,
through a consequence of
Trump’s tariffs, will be the
biggest tax increase on mid-

which meets virtually. Red
Wine and Blue is a nation-
al community of over half
a million diverse women
working together to defeat
extremism, one friend at a
time. They train and con-
nect women from across the
country and have free online
training every week, which
a local activist says is excel-
lent. As with other national
groups, you can find a group
near you by going online to
their website, redwine.blue.
org.
All of these groups are
in Congressional District
08, and Rep. Pete Stauber
and his aides are hearing a
lot from angry constituents
about his failure to repre-
sent them, stand up against
the Republican atrocities,
or do anything, ever, for our
district in his five years in
office.

The grassroots 50501
effort got its start from a
Reddit post in late January,
urging people to protest the
“anti-democratic and illegal
actions of the Trump admin-
istration and its plutocrat-
ic allies.” The idea of 50
protests in 50 states on one
day spread rapidly through
social media, resulting in
72,000 people protesting in
80 protests in all 50 states
across the country on Feb.
5. With no budget, central-
ized structure, or official
backing, this grassroots ac-
tion shows the organizing

power we have as citizens
with social media fueling
communication and rapid
responses. On Feb. 17, tens
of thousands of Americans
declared “No Kings Day”
and protested, and March
4 brought another wave of
protests. The website fifty-
fifty.one states, “The pro-
tests were covered by every
major media outlet, showing
the world that the Ameri-
can working class will not
sit idly by as plutocrats rip
apart their democratic in-
stitutions and civil liberties
while undermining the rule
of law.” 50501 is committed
to inclusivity, non-violence,
and conflict resolution.
Their approach emphasizes
respect, fairness, and long-
term solutions that strength-
en relationships and contrib-
ute to lasting stability in the
movement.

MoveOn.Org is another
very active national group
that supports candidates,
fights to pass legislation,
and works to change our
culture. Their website ex-
plains, “MoveOn members
are committed to an inclu-
sive and progressive future.
We envision a world marked
by equality, sustainability,
justice, and love. And we
mobilize together to achieve
it. This is our challenge to
America: to move forward
boldly and fearlessly, up-
holding and enacting the
values that will make our

country work for all of us.

Americans of Con-
science Checklist (ameri-
cansofconscience.com) is a
national group with a mis-
sion to provide tools that
encourage engagement to
strengthen American de-
mocracy and social justice.
They send out a weekly
list of actions you can take,
from postcards to protests.

You can also track the
status of any legislation,
find the text, and receive
emails about the progress of
the legislation at govtrack.
us.

The Fivecalls app is an-
other very useful resource
to make it easy to reach out
to your elected officials to
let them know your con-
cerns about issues and their
action or inaction. The app
includes information on cur-
rent legislation that affects
your area as well as tips for
making effective calls.

Getting involved is em-
powering, and you don’t
have to do it alone. Find a
group near you that’s a good
fit and join in with your
neighbors to cause some
good trouble. Confused by
all the options? Go to mobi-
lize.us, enter your zip code,
and see all the registered up-
coming events in your area.

Putin’s Russia.

> Believing that Don-
ald Trump will reduce the
federal budget deficit.

» Believing that Don-
ald Trump knew nothing
about Project 2025 even as
his administration is moving
quickly to implement it.

» Believing that Med-
icaid should be slashed,
putting rural hospitals and
clinics at risk right here in
northeastern Minnesota,
all to pay for more tax cuts
for corporations and the ul-
tra-rich.

» Believing that a po-
litical party that changes its
“principles” moment-to-mo-

dle-class families that we’ve
ever seen. But, according to
Stauber, he states “after years
of suffering, the American
people are finally getting
some much-needed relief.”
Yes it is such a relief to know
my taxes will increase due
to unnecessary, misguided,
stupid tariffs. But in reality,
the only relief in all of this is
for Stauber. Stauber has will-
ingly forfeited his authority
over government funding as
laid out in the Constitution
to an unelected, unchecked
billionaire. Now he does not
have to do his job.

Also buried within the
bill is $20 billion worth of
IRS cuts from the previous
year. Unlike with other fed-
eral agencies, cutting the
IRS means the government
collects less money and finds
fewer tax abusers. Remem-
ber the excuses as to why
the IRS needed to be cut?
Armed IRS agents will be
showing up at the doors of
everyday Americans to sim-
ply harass us with the threat
of audits? The real reason
is when you hamstring the
IRS, it’s just a tax cut for rich
tax cheats. While this may
look like a spending cut, it
will increase deficits by $46
billion due to a drop in the
agency’s capacity to enforce
taxes on wealthy individuals
owed under existing federal

ment, depending on the lat-
est ramblings of their pres-
ident, is anything other than
a cult of personality.

» Believing that Don-
ald Trump has any inten-
tion of using his authority
as president to benefit the
country, rather than himself.

> Believing that the
GOP will ever stand up for
the U.S. Constitution in the
face of Donald Trump’s dai-
ly violations.

I move for the adoption
of the above-noted amend-
ment. All in favor, say aye.

law. Economic studies have
shown that for every dollar
spent by the IRS, the agency
returns between $5 and $12,
depending on how much in-
come the taxpayer declared.
I wish my 401k had such a
high return!

Congressman  Stauber
also states in his newsletter
that Republicans will con-
tinue delivering the Presi-
dent’s popular agenda for the
American people. Oh boy,
can’t wait.

George Pliml

Cook

Presidents are
not kings

Like many citizens, [
rejoiced that Supreme Court
Chief Justice John Roberts
pushed back on President
Trump’s idea of impeach-
ing judges that have blocked
some executive orders. The
irony is that this Supreme
Court made President Trump
a king by giving him immu-
nity. It is time we citizens
push back on the whole idea
of a president having immu-
nity, and the rich being able
to buy elections with Citi-
zens United ruling. Let us do
this in 2026.

Rev. Charles D. Barnes

Aurora
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-5
p.m. New location in the old
St. James Church bulding.
Next food shelf day is April
15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the first
and third Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake Vermilion
12x12 (Open) 6:30 p.m. at
Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Tower. Use the rear side
door entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Charlemagne’s 52 Club

TSHS weekly winners
TOWER- The $100
winner of Week 27 Charle-
magne’s 52 Club is Sandra
Yernatich of Plymouth, MN.
History Tidbit: In a
1972 Mesabi Daily News
article, information was
given about the cleaning
and opening of the Train
Museum for the year. Some
of the cleaners included
Mrs. Glenn Bystrom, Mrs.
Aida Johnson, Mrs. Arthur
Hendrickson, and Mrs. Chris
Berg. On the outside of the
Old Homesteader cabin was
this sign: “In the early days
of this community, many
of the pioneers who came
here to make their home
took homesteads which
were offered by the govern-
ment. Among these pioneers
was William Oates Jeffery
who came to Soudan, from
Cornwall, England, with his
father, mother, sisters, and
brothers in the early 1880s.
He often spoke of his experi-
ences as a homesteader. His
mother was widowed when
he was in his teens, and to
help the family, he would
go to his homestead to clear
the land and improve it. In
order to honor the memory
of all these rugged men, we
dedicate this house of native
logs. Wood carving was a
favorite pasttime of many of
them, more especially those
who spent the long winter
months there alone.”

Community meal

at Inmanuel
TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church is host-
ing a free community meal
on Wednesday, March 26
from 4:30 — 6 p.m., or until
the food is gone. The meal
includes lasagna, salad,
and breadsticks. Eat-in or
take-out available. All are
welcome to attend.

Correction

In the article on the
Greenwood Annual Meeting,
JoAnn Bassing did suggest
that the levy be bumped to
$600,000, but it was Mary
Worringer who made the
comment that the average
homeowner was only paying
about $200 in taxes in their
township portion. Also, the
paper incorrectly stated that
the treasurer did not use the
CTAS program.

Lunch Bunch to meet

on April 17
GREENWOOD TWP-
The Lunch Bunch will meet
on Thursday, April 17 at the
Tavern in the Bay at 12:30
p-.m. Please RSVP to Linda
at 612-916-1918 or Kathy at
218-753-2530. Everyone is
welcome to join us.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Habitat for Humanity to dedicate renovated Tower home

TOWER- North St. Louis
County Habitat for Humanity will
celebrate with Krystal Rynders and
her family on March 26 when their
new home in Tower is dedicated.
Rynders worked with her family and
community volunteers to renovate
and upgrade the former St. James
Presbyterian Church manse (parson-
age), which the church donated to
Habitat when the congregation dis-
solved.

The public is invited to the ded-
ication ceremony and open house on
Wednesday, March 26 at 5:30 p.m.
at 506 N Second St. in Tower.

Rynders will soon purchase the
home with an affordable mortgage
through Habitat for Humanity.

“Our apartment was crowded, I
couldn’t afford utilities, and rent was
outrageous,” she said. “We’ll final-
ly have our own space. I'm tired of
moving around a lot. Being a home-
owner feels scary, but I know I can
doit.”

Pastor Corey Larsen of First
Presbyterian Church in Ely has
helped organize volunteer groups to
work on demolition and painting at
the former St. James manse.

“It’s an incredible gift to be
part of this project, helping turn
the former St. James Presbyterian
manse into a home for Krystal and
her family,” Larsen said. “When St.
James closed, they didn’t just walk
away — they passed forward their
legacy of faith, care, and hospitality
in Tower by donating this house to
Habitat for Humanity. That gener-
osity is still making an impact, and
we’re honored to continue that story
by lending our hands and hearts to
the work. This is what it means to be

Family to purchase rehabilitated former Presbyterian parsonage

the church — loving our neighbors,
building something lasting, and
sharing in God’s abundance.”

North St. Louis County Habitat
for Humanity has served over 120
families in 15 Iron Range area com-
munities since 1995. A staff of five
works with partner families, con-
tractors, local businesses, and com-
munity volunteers to build homes
with households in need of simple,
decent, affordable homes.

Habitat is an equal housing op-
portunity lender and considers a per-
son’s need for housing, their ability
to pay an affordable mortgage, and
their willingness to partner in the
building of their home. Seeking to
put God’s love into action, Habitat
for Humanity brings people togeth-
er to build homes, communities, and
hope. To learn more, volunteer, or
donate, visit www.nslchfh.org.

Above: Krystal Rynders (center)
is pictured with her children,
Adalyn and Mason, outside
their future home in Tower.

Left: Pictured at the

closing for the former St. James
Presbyterian Church manse are
former St. James member Jim
Wright, NSLCHFH Executive
Director Nathan Thompson, Ely
Presbyterian Church pastor
Rev. Corey Larsen, and f

ormer St. James member

Peggy Syverson. submitted photos

Kindergarteners
try to trick a

leprechaun

TOWER- Kristi Smith’s
creative crew of Kkindergarten
students spent the afternoon on
March 14 creating leprechaun
traps out of a wide assortment
of boxes, craft materials, and
fabrics. Smith had read the class
the best-selling book, “How to
Catch a Leprachaun,” by Adam
Wallace, earlier in the day, giving
them ideas for their construction

projects.

How to catch a leprechaun?

It’s tougher than you think!

He’ll turn your whole house
upside down.

He’s quicker than a wink!

The students worked individ-
ually and in small teams to create
traps, which they left out over the
weekend, hoping to catch one of
the tricky, little creatures before
school started on Monday, March
17, St. Patrick’s Day. No lepre-
chauns were harmed by the traps,
though they did leave some “ev-
idence” in the classroom for the
students to discover.

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

Baldrica, kaelaar ]0111 the LvCC Board

TOWER- The Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center
(LVCC) is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of two
new board members, Tom
Baldrica and Karel Winke-
laar. Both men are active in
the arts, music and other or-
ganizations in the Northland
and are looking forward to
helping the LVCC fulfill
their mission by educating
and entertaining members of
our greater community.

Tom was raised in Vir-
ginia and educated at the
University of Minnesota
where he received a degree in
Public Relations. He said he
earned a “minor” in march-

He has worked in the mlnlng
industry as a supervisor at
Erie Mining Company/LTV
and as part owner of the Ver-
milion Land Office. He now
works for the Tower Schools
as a beloved bus driver and
is a tour guide at the Soudan
Underground Mine State
Park in the summer. Recent-
ly he became active in Stag-
es of the Range Players as an
actor and board member. He
lives with his wife, Brenda,
in Tower and is involved in
the lives of their adult chil-
dren and grandchildren.

The LVCC is looking
forward to working with
both Tom and Karel as the

ing band as a three-year tuba  The LVCC executive committee welcomes two new board members, from left, board and committees con-
section rank lieutenant. He  chair Elaine McGillivray, member-at-large Tom Baldrica, president Mary Batinich, tinue to develop programs as
spent most of his profession- member-at-large Karel Winkelaar, secretary Shelby Vaske, and treasurer Ryan well as renovating the build-

al career in the music world Bajan. submtited photo

living in both Atlanta and
Nashville before coming
back to the Iron Range to
work for Midwest Commu-
nications and launch a new
daily radio show on country
stations in Duluth and Hib-
bing. He retired in Decem-

ber of 2024 and is enjoying
spending time with his wife,
Tracy. Tom also appreciates
the vast music world on the
Iron Range which his mu-
sic educator parents, Bob
and Barb Baldrica, nurtured
over the years. He organiz-

es and performs in a Merry
TubaChristmas every year.
Karel brings an equally
interesting background to the
LVCC which will enhance
the mission of “enriching
our communities through
education and the arts by of-

fering quality programming
and providing opportunities
to showcase the rich cultur-
al heritage of our area.” He
came to America with his
family from the Netherlands
at the age of seven and grew
up in Aurora-Hoyt Lakes.

ing on the Main Street of
Tower. Their expertise and
experience will greatly en-
hance the LVCC’s mission
in the community. To learn
more about the LVCC or to
donate go to vermilioncul-
turalcenter.org.
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The Northern Lakes Arts Association
production of “Matilda, the Musical”
opens next week at the Vermilion Fine
Arts Theater. Tickets are on sale at
https://www.northernlakesarts.org. The
Timberjay snuck into rehearsals to
check out the show and was astounded
by the sophistication of the song and
dance numbers with the ensemble.
Above: The ensemble during the
extended “Miracle” number during the

first Act.

Right: Asa Toddie, cast as Matilda, is
verbally abused by her parents played
by Ely theater veteran Wendy Lindsay
and Rene Arguijo. photos by C. Clark

Ely.

Left: Ely Film
Festival Director
Jacob White (left)
and Dave Casey, the
executive director
of Ely’s Historic
State Theater (right),
taking a selfie
before the start of
Saturday evening’s
showing of the film
“Boundary Waters,”
which was shot in

Right: Simon, the
store cat at the
Prarie Fire Tobacco
& Chapman Street
Books, on his perch
in the store window.
photos by C. Clark

Babbitt Public Library

BABBITT- The library
hours are changing. Starting
this week, the library will
be open Monday through
Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and on Fridays, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Book bingo will be on
Monday, April 14, at 1 p.m.
and on Thursday, April 24 at
1 p.m.

The library will host
Timber Tales on Wednesday,
April 16 at 3:30 p.m. Timber
Tales will be narrated by lo-
cal author Susan Hawkinson,
relating the history of the
lumber industry and how it
opened the Northwoods to
settlement. The hour-long
program is for adults and
high school students.

The Friends of the Li-
brary is now accepting appli-
cations for table space from
crafters and vendors for the
Up North Craft Fair on Sat-
urday, June 7. To reserve a
table, contact the library at
218-827-3345, or email bab-
bittlibraryfriends @ gmail.
com.
The take and make kit
for kids for March is a sham-
rock man. Take one home
while supplies last. The April
take and make kit for kids
will be mixed media collage
and will be available to take
home starting March 31.

Preschool story time is
every Wednesday at 10:30
a.m. All library events are at
the Babbitt Public Library,
71 South Dr., unless other-
wise noted.

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Ely Public Library

ELY- The library will
hold a “Move and Groove”
session for preschoolers and
an accompanying adult Tues-
day, March 25 at 10:30 a.m.
The library’s Jessie will lead
kids in simple dances and
stretches.

Join the library for a spe-
cial three-hour workshop,
“Carving Your Clan,” with
Jeffrey Tibbetts, on Wednes-
day, March 26, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. This activity is for
teens and adults. The work-
shop blends ceremony, cul-
ture and art to deliver a unique
hands-on experience as par-
ticipants will carve a physical
representation of their choos-
ing from stone, while devel-
oping an understanding of
the Ojibwe world view. This
program has a limited number
of spots available so register
in advance. The library will
not accept registrations for
patrons below the age of 13.
Younger teens will need to be
accompanied by an adult.

The Get Crafty group
will meet for a session of col-
oring for adults on Thursday,
March 27, at 1 p.m. Register
in advance so the library can
arrange enough supplies for
participants.

The library will celebrate
World Party Day on Thurs-
day, April 3, at 3 p.m. This
activity is for all ages.

Find out more about this
fun holiday and how to cele-
brate it.

Preschool Storytime
is held every Friday from

10:30-11 am. All library
events are at the Ely Public
Library at 224 E. Chapman
St. unless otherwise noted.

Medication Lock Boxes
ELY- The Ely Police De-
partment has medication lock
boxes available at no cost.
The lock boxes are part of a
St. Louis County initiative to
reduce the risk of accidental
drug ingestion in children.
Stop by the PD to pick one
up.
Printmaking Workshop
ELY- Rachael Pace, the
Northern Lakes Arts Asso-
ciation 2025 Artist in Resi-
dence and winner of the 2025
Creative Spirit of the North
Award, will teach an intro-
ductory relief-carving print-
making class on Saturday,
March 22, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Vermilion Fire Arts
Theater, 1900 E. Camp St.
The cost is $30 and includes
materials. The workshop is
limited to 20 participants so
register early to ensure a seat,
at northernlakesarts.org/pro-
grams and click on the link
for March 22.

Sister Act Auditions

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association will
hold auditions for the nuns
in the musical “Sister Act”
on Saturday, March 22, from
3-4:30 p.m. at the Vermilion
Fire Arts Theater, 1900 E.
Camp St. This is a corrected
time for the auditions, orig-
inally scheduled later in the
evening. NLAA moved the
audition to avoid conflicting
with the ECR Auction.

Annual ECR Auction

ELY- This year’s art
auction for the nonprofit Ely
Community Resource will be
on the evening of Saturday,
March 22, at Ely’s Historic
State Theater, 238 E. Sheri-
dan. The doors open at 5 p.m.
for viewing and appetizers.
The evening will include a
raffle and both live and silent
auctions of works by local
artists. The auction begins at
6 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Canoe Fishing Webinar

REGIONAL- Join Min-
nesota Department of Natural
Resources area fisheries su-
pervisor Scott Mackenthun at
noon on Wednesday, March
26, as he talks about canoe
angling opportunities in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness. The webinar
will cover angling opportu-
nities, fishing tips and tricks,
and wilderness angling idio-
syncrasies that can help you
catch more fish. The Min-
nesota Outdoor Skills and
Stewardship Series webinars
are free and offered year-
round, though registration is
required. Visit the Outdoor
Skills and Stewardship web-
page of the Minnesota DNR
website (mndnr.gov/discov-
er) for the registration portal,
more information about up-
coming webinars and record-
ings of past webinars.

Estate Planning Class
ELY- Ely Communi-
ty Education will host lo-
cal attorney Kelly Klun for
a free class on wills, trusts,
and estate planning, on three

Wednesdays, from 5:30-6:30
p-m.: March 26, April 23, and
May 28. The class will be in
the Ely Public Schools Me-
dia Center, 600 E. Harvey St.
Use door No. 1 in the center
of the building complex and
turn right after the double
doors. The media center is
on the right across from the
new gym. Register at ely k12.
mn.us/communityed.

The Pierogi Class

ELY- The famous pierogi
class is back! Doris Kolgji is
once again teaching for Ely
Community Education on
how to make pierogis. This
year’s class will be on Sat-
urday, March 29, 1-4 p.m., at
the Ely Senior Center, 27 S.
First Ave. E. The cost is $34.
You will bring home a baking
sheet of your own pierogis.
Attendance is limited to 25.
Register at ely. k12.mn.us/
communityed.

Coffee and Cards

ELY- Northwoods Part-
ners is excited to host a new
activity starting March 29
called “Coffee and Cards
with Evelyn” on the last Sat-
urday of each month from
9-11 a.m. at the Northwoods
Partners office at the Ely
Area Community Hub, 760
Miners Dr. Evelyn will host
a card-making gathering.
Card-making supplies and
coffee provided. The theme
at the first event will be mak-
ing two Easter cards and two
spring-themed cards. If you
have questions give North-
woods Partners a call at 218-
365-8019.

Tuesday Group
schedule
ELY - Hosted by

Boundary Waters Connect,
the Tuesday Group commu-
nity educational luncheon
gathering meets every Tues-
day at noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have an
opportunity to order lunch.

For those interested in
being a host, or who have a
speaker suggestion, contact
Lacey Squier by email at
ElyTuesdayGroup@gmail.
com or call her at 218-216-
9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»March 25: Take the
Power Back: Why Minne-
sota Power Should Not Be
Privatized

»April 1: TBA

> April 8: Updates from
Visit Ely (the Ely-Area
Tourism Bureau) with Abby
Dare

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©22

one day sun, next snow
melting ice, a sudden slip

lakes still marked with trails

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 9a.m.-5p.m.
Tuesday 9am.-5p.m.
Wednesday 9 a.m.-5p.m.
Thursday 9a.m.-5p.m.
Friday 10 a.m.-6
p.m

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,

First Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St., Ely.

AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey St.,
Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515 E.
Camp St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group, 4:00
p.m. Tuesdays, hosted by
Well Being Development,
Ely. This meeting is sus-
pended temporarily.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUPS: Babbitt: 3rd
Monday of Month: 6-7:30
p.m. at Carefree Living.
Ely: 4th Monday of

Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

Study materials and pre-test
available.

Call 218-365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
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COOK- While perhaps
not considered an extreme
makeover, recent renovations
at the Cook Area Healthcare
Auxiliary Thrift Shop are
ones to be extremely wel-
comed by volunteers and
shoppers alike, enhancing
both the functionality and ap-
pearance of the popular sec-
ondhand store.

The shop is in the final
stage of resetting after having
a new non-slip urethane floor
covering installed, the first
such improvement in over 25
years, according to auxiliary
volunteer Betty Mlaker.

“That was a big job, be-
cause everything had to be
moved out,” Mlaker told the
Timberjay on Tuesday. “We
did it a half at a time, they did
the first half and three days
later we went back in and
moved everything to the oth-
er side. Yesterday we were
setting up all the shelves
again and all the racks. We
had a total of probably 20
women who were working
on it, and they worked very,
very hard. It was just a won-
derful group to work with.”

With a long-established
reputation for the variety,
volume and quality of mer-
chandise they sell, the Cook
shop has a broad regional
customer base, and the same
can be said of its volunteers.

“We have some women
from Ash Lake who come,

we’ve got a lady from Aurora
who volunteers, a lot of them
from Cook and some from
Orr - they all came,” Mlaker
said.

And some volunteers
took the opportunity to give

the front walls a fresh coat of §

paint.

SHOPPING FOR GOOD

Renovations spruce up Cook auxiliary thrift shop

New flooring, new paint, and new addition are functional and attractive

“There was kind of a [

dark aqua color on the walls, [~

and they painted it a light
yellow,” Mlaker said. “It’s
bright in there now — it’s
going to have a nice light
feel when people come in.”
Mlaker noted that the top-
coat of the urethane flooring
is infused with a type of sand
that will prevent people from
slipping, and the new coating
will also make the floor easi-
er to clean.

“We won’t need the big,
long rugs through there,”
Mlaker said. “We’ll have a
rug by the front door so peo-
ple can wipe their feet off,
but it should keep the store
cleaner and safer.”

Mlaker gave thanks to
Jason Burdine, of Cook, for
doing the floor covering.
The new floor and paint job
is the second significant im-
provement to the shop over
the past year, the other being
an addition to the building
to increase storage space.
“This summer we put on a
12-by-15-foot addition to
the end of the building, and
a fourth of that is for dona-
tions,” Mlaker said. “The
other part is for storing our
holiday  decorations that

Above: The new speckled urethane floor covering

at the Cook Area Healthcare Auxiliary Thrift Shop is
attractive and safer with a nonslip surface.

Top right: Volunteers brightened up the checkout area
by covering the old aqua paint with a new yellow tint.
Bottom right: All the shelving moved for the flooring
project is being reset and restocked. D. Colburn photos

come in, because we get so
much stuff. We had sheds in
the back that we used, and at
Christmas time we were go-
ing outside, back and forth,
and it was just so much easier
to have it inside. We have a
cement floor and we’ve got
electricity and heat in there.”

The auxiliary worked
with Ken Novak, of Greaney,
and Stew Martinson, of Mar-
tinson Electric, did some ad-
ditional work.

“He did some more
lighting in the back and more
plugins for us, and put a
heater in that new addition,”
Mlaker said. “And for the do-
nation shed, when you open
the doors, the lights go on

automatically now. Some of
us get there at 7:30 a.m. and
in the winter time it was dark,
but now when you open it up
it’s all litup.”

In the past, with more
limited storage, the shop
occasionally had to stop
receiving  donations, but
that hasn’t been an is-
sue since the addition was
built, Mlaker said. Things
are now set for the shop to
continue serving the com-
munity well into the future.
“We kept the other two sheds
that we had, if we need them
for donations, or if somebody
wants to donate some type of
furniture we can always put
it in there, too,” Mlaker said.

“Especially when people start
coming back to the lakes, we
get quite a bit of donations.
And (the proceeds) all goes
to the hospital for different
projects they’ve got going on,
or for equipment.”

The shop will re-open
for customers on Thursday,
March 27, and will also be
open on Friday, March 28,

from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. A return
to regular hours follows, 9
a.m.-3 p.m. every Thursday
and Friday and the second
and fourth Saturdays of the
month. Donations are ac-
cepted during regular hours,
as well as on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-
noon.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- It was “trade-
off Thursday” last week for
members of the Cook Plan-
ning and Zoning Committee
and the Cook City Council
as they weighed options for
a new flood plain ordinance
in order to beat a mandated
deadline.

The city’s work with the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) in
response to last year’s flood
prompted the look at updat-
ing the ordinance, for which
the city had ample help in the
form of a model flood plain
ordinance from DNR. The
model was developed to be
consistent with Minnesota
statutes and rules for vari-
ous relevant state agencies
and FEMA policies, with
language meant to facilitate

ordinance administration.
DNR State Floodplain
Manager Ceil Strauss called
into the Planning and Zon-
ing Committee meeting and
public hearing to provide
members with interpreta-
tions of various sections of
the model ordinance and an-
swer any questions.
Committee ~ members
Dan Manick, Ron Bush-
baum, and David Danz ze-
roed in on a section of the
ordinance focused on two
options for determining
whether the costs of improv-
ing and/or repairing a struc-
ture constitutes a substantial
improvement of a substan-
tially damaged structure.
Substantially damaged is
defined as “damage of any
origin sustained by a struc-
ture where the cost of restor-
ing the structure to its before
damaged condition would
equal or exceed 50 percent
of the market value of the

COOK CITY COUNCIL

Council passes updated city flood plain ordinance

structure before the damage
occurred.”

Manick expressed reser-
vations over the option that
would allow people with
flood insurance to access
$30,000 of additional insur-
ance funds because of addi-
tional language that would
require any structure that
has suffered losses twice in
ten years to be brought into
conformity with the rules of
construction in the new ordi-
nance.

“So if somebody suf-
fers a repetitive loss, we’re
putting this in there because
they would have access to
the $30,00, but at the same
time, oh sorry, because we
have this you cannot recon-
struct until you bring it into
compliance,” Manick said.
“Is it always possible to
bring it into compliance, or
are we dooming somebody?”

Strauss noted that there
are different ways people

could comply with the ordi-
nance.

“It might mean they
have to fill in for a residence,
that they can’t have a base-
ment,” she said. “If they’ve
got an area above ground
they might need to put in
flood vents and abandon that
as a livable space. They can
have a basement, but you’d
have to do floodproofing af-
ter the fact, and sometimes
that can be difficult in an ex-
isting building.”

Manick noted that the
issue for many, including
himself, would be more than
just filling in a basement, but
making accommodations for
things like water heaters and
furnaces.

“Well, now what do I
do? Now I have to add onto
my home to have a utilities
room.”

Strauss clarified that the
requirement to bring homes
with repetitive damage into

compliance with the ordi-
nance would apply to all
structures in the flood plain,
whether they were covered
by flood insurance or not.

“You don’t really have
a way to say it only applies
if you have flood insurance,”
Strauss said. “It would apply
to all the buildings. So that is
the conundrum.”

Strauss said it would
be possible to make some
minor changes to the ordi-
nance language adminis-
tratively, without having to
call another public meeting
or pass a revised ordinance.
Manick asked City Admin-
istrator Theresa Martinson if
a lot of people had flood in-
surance, and she replied that,
“a lot of people do not have
flood insurance.”

As the gathering tran-
sitioned to a formal city
council meeting, the main
question they faced was
whether or not to adopt the

higher standard that would
allow flood insurance hold-
ers to access the additional
$30,000 of assistance, or
choose a lower standard that
would have less impact on
reconstruction requirements
but forego the additional
funds for insurance holders.

“Closing the door on
the opportunity to access an
additional $30,000 for those
who do have insurance, well,
I’d hate to see us do that,”
Danz said.

The council ultimately
agreed, adopting a version of
the ordinance that preserved
the $30,000 option but that
will require all buildings
with repeated flood damage
to be brought up to ordinance
standards to be repaired.

“Either way, somebody
could get hurt — you can’t
cover all the bases,” Manick
said.

Above: It was a festive atmosphere in the North Woods School commons on
Monday for a St. Patrick's Day Family Fun Night and Lucky Bingo Night, with
plenty of food, displays, and activities for the entire family.

Below: The Cook Community Center was nearly at capacity on Thursday, March 13

as the Senior Class of 2025 was feted at the annual banquet. photos by D. Colburn

PIATIGORSKY CLASSICAL

Photo contest voting deadline approaches

COOK- Time is running out, but it's not too late to hus-
tle over to the Northwoods Friends of the Arts Gallery in
Cook to cast your vote for your favorite entry in the “A Shot

in the Dark” photo contest.

Voting closes next Friday, March 28, at noon, so you'll
have enough time if you arrive when the gallery opens at
10 a.m. to browse the entries and pick your winner. Or give
yourself a more leisurely opporunity to savor the images by
going to the gallery on Thursday between 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Winners will be announced on Friday at a gallery recep-

tion from 5-7 p.m. The public is invited.

Above: Clarinetist
Katsuya Yuasa and
pianist Mary Au were
the featured artists in a
Tuesday night concert
at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Cook. The
concert continued the
long-standing collab-
oration between the
Piatigorsky Foundation
and Northwoods Friends
of the Arts. D. Colburn




THE TIMBERJAY

March 21, 2025 9

SCHOOLS...Continued from page 1

of education their children
receive.

North Woods Principal
Kelly Engman facilitated the
meeting, supported by school
board members Mallory
Manick and Jarrett Bundy,
and between them they were
able to keep the focus mainly
on the four-day week proposal.

Manick fielded the first
question about why the district
had changed its decision from
the fall, noting that extensive
work in a subcommittee
showed the district was ready
for the change.

“We’ve been meeting
twice amonth,and we feltlike
we were far enough along,”
Manick said. “We’re actually
ahead of Mt. Iron-Buhl (which
has already committed to a
four-day week for next year),
so we felt like if we’re going
to be ready for it and then sit
here for a year and we have
the plans in place, why not try
to get it going for next year?”

The issue of class sizes
came up immediately after-
ward, and while Manick was
openly critical of the large
projected class sizes for next
year at North Woods at the
last school board meeting,
Engman fielded the question.

“We’re really looking at
that right now and exploring
our options, the balances,
meeting kids’ needs and
making sure the class sizes are
the smallest that we can make
them,” Engman said. “We’ll
have another time to explore
those questions.”

Bundy took the opportu-
nity to weigh in on the teacher
cuts.

“Nobody wanted to do
teacher cuts by any means,”
Bundy said. “The way it works
is that if we don’t cut them we
have to stick with them, even
if our numbers fell off the
bottom. So, what we did was
to cutearly and we can always
hire them back — that’s why
they’re watching the student
numbers so closely. Once they
get back to that point we will
hire back if these classes get
too big.”

Butwhen asked what “too
big” means,Bundy didn’thave
a specific answer.

“We don’t have an actual

EICHORN...Continued from page 1

minority leaderin 2023-24 and
is the newly elected chair of
the Department of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation
Advisory Board.

Political fallout

News of the arrest was met
with swift bipartisan calls for
Eichorn’s resignation.

The Senate Republican
Caucus released a state-
ment Tuesday afternoon
saying, “We are shocked by
these reports and this alleged
conduct demands an imme-
diate resignation. Justin has
a difficult road ahead and he
needs to focus on his family.”

House Speaker Lisa
Demuth, R-Cold Spring, and

HELIUM...Continued from page 1

ing the helium deposit near
Babbitt, would also pay what’s
known as an occupation tax,
which is assessed on taconite
mining operations already.
Hauschild said he’s fig-
uring the gross proceeds tax
would start at seven percent
and increase to nine percent
after two years if the deposit
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number,” he said.

For parents, it was the first
time they had an opportunity
to ask about the district’s
proposed school-age care
program that will be offered
on Fridays, something that
hadn’t been on the table when
the district surveyed parents
lastfall. Questions were raised
about enrollment and drop-in
care, cost, support for chil-
dren with disabilities, meals,
staffing, teacher-child ratios,
and more.

Manick said the cost
will be more reasonable than
regular child carerates tomake
itasaffordable as possible,and
said they would look at rates
for families with multiple chil-
dren needing care. Part-time
staff wanting to pick up more
hours would be able to work in
school-age care, Manick said,
as would older high school
students who would be used to
enhance teacher-child ratios.
Alunch and snack will be pro-
vided, she said. Parents would
preregister and pay a week in
advance through the district’s
continuing education web
page. Transportation would
notbe provided. Children with
disabilities would be able to
attend, although Manick said
additional planning would
need to be done to flesh out
more specifics. Drop-in care,
which had initially been ruled
out for planning purposes,
would also need a closer look,
she said.

A concern expressed
by many was the impact on
students of a school day that
would be 34 minutes longer
under a four-day week.

“This school has a hard
time getting all the academic
standards in as it is with a
five-day week, and that’s
with smaller class sizes,”
one person said. “So, you’re
going to take teachers away,
you’re going to put more kids
in a classroom, especially on
the elementary side, and then
you're going to shorten the
week. A longer day is not
going to allow you to learn
more, it’s just going to be
more exhausting. That’s my
concern.”

Manick said that other
districts they had looked at,

such as Superior and Carlton,
have longer class times than
what ISD 2142 is proposing,
but that didn’t slow the com-
ments.

“They also probably don’t
have kids that ride the bus for
alongtime,” wastheresponse.
“Your kids aren’t even going
to gethome before five o’clock
in the evening — where’s your
time for homework? Where’s
your time for dinner? Where
is your time for relaxing and
spending quality time with
your family? This is just too
long of a day.”

“There are a lot of teach-
ershere,” another person said.
“I'm curious to know how
they feel. I mean, not neces-
sarily just about our students,
but they also have to extend
their days in the morning and
evening. Are they for it or
against it?”

The fall survey included
staff, who skewed favorably
toward the four-day week, and
North Woods Kindergarten
teacher Beth Wilenius said she
would like the consistency in
attendance that would come
from parents having Fridays
to schedule appointments for
their childrenrather than have
sporadic absences throughout
the week. She also indicated
that the longer days would not
be too hard of a challenge to
deal with.

“We do a lot of moving,
we do alot of changing activ-
ities,” she said. “We go for
walks outside whether it’s 20
above or20 below.Idon’tfeel
concerned about that piece. As
amom, I feel like (Friday) with
my family [ would absolutely
treasure.”

Industrial Arts Teacher
Bruce Black said his classes
and others with labs or activ-
ities that require more set-up
time would benefit from the
extended days, particularly
given the constraints of the
district’s current partial day
on Wednesday schedule.

“On Wednesdays wehave
38 minutes, so they barely get
their stuff out and get started
before they’re out,” Black
said. “A science class, an art
class, a shop class, any class
thathas something you have to
get out, some kind of project

to work on, you get that much
longer.”

Several parents expressed
the desire that if their chil-
dren were going to be in
class longer that teachers try
to cut down on homework
assignments and teach some
of that material in class.
The discussion took up the
full hour allotted and covered
numerous other questions,
but at the end the general
consensus of the group leaned
toward favoring the switch to
the four-day week, with only
afew expressing their dissent.

Tower-Soudan

It was the nitty-grit-
ty details that raised the
most questions at Monday’s
meeting at Tower-Soudan
Elementary. TS Principal
John Jirik led the meeting,
with about 20 in attendance,
including parents and school
staff. The four-day proposal,
he said, shows school starting
10 minutes earlier,and ending
23 minutes later, Monday
through Thursday. The bus
schedule in the morning would
remain mostly unchanged,
with buses arriving at 8 a.m.,
but then departing 30 minutes
later than the present schedule
at 3:40 p.m.

“The number one reason
for looking at the change is
financial,” Jirik noted.

The district has estimated
the switch would save the
district about half a million
dollars, off a projected $1.5
million shortfall next school
year.

The district had surveyed
parents about the issue earlier
in the school year, but results
showed that so many families
would look at open-enrolling
their children to other districts
that it would counteract the
cost savings of moving to a
four-day week. But after the
board talked about cutting 10
licensed teachers, including
five at North Woods, which
angered many parents at North
Woods, the issue once again
was on the board agenda.

The main concern
expressed by parents involved
bus times, especially for high
school students. Tower-area
students who stay in the

district for high school are
transported to either Northeast
Range in Babbitt, or North
Woods, north of Cook. Bus
pickup times are already early,
at 6:30 a.m. in Soudan for stu-
dents attending North Woods,
and 6:56 a.m. in Soudan for
NE Range.

“It’s along day for kids,”
said Amber Zak. “They are
getting up so early, and then
would be keeping them later.”

Cade Gornick wondered
if the district could set a later
start time, and then extend the
school day in the afternoon.

Jirik told parents he was
noting all their questions,
which would then be relayed
to the district for review.

Asfaraschild careoptions
on Fridays, Jirik said the dis-
trict was looking to possibly
partner with the Boys and
Girls Club on the Vermilion
Reservation.

Parent Monica Porter
said the Boys and Girls Club
sets hours in response to the
school schedule, so that if
school was not in session on
Fridays, they would be open.
She said the club stays open
until around 6 p.m. on week-
days and they might be able
to offer transportation back to
Tower in the late afternoon,
if there was enough interest.
Porter said the clubis currently
fully staffed and serves around
30 kids a day for afterschool
hours. The club could add up
to 20 more children, age 5 —
18,by adding more staff. Club
membershipisopentoall area
children and is free of charge.
The club also provides meals
and snacks and programming
includes homework help and
academic supports.

Jirik told the parents the
decision will be made by the
school board, but that the input
from the meeting, and similar
meetings held at all the school
sites, would be important.

Jirik noted the longer
school day would give TS
teachers more time to provide
educational programming in
the newly-established school
forest.

Several of the parents
said they could see the four-
day week working for their
families, but they noted that it

would be harder to manage for
single-parent or dual-parent
working households.

Tower-Soudan was on a
four-day week schedule for
several years prior to consol-
idating with ISD 2142, and
some of the parents said their
experience with the four-day
week was positive.

Butothers wondered if the
four-day week would further
lower enrollment at the ele-
mentary school, and possibly
force its closure. They noted
that parents at North Woods
were wondering why TS
Elementary was kept open
with smaller class sizes, when
North Woods classrooms were
overfilled.

“Youcould bus kids from
Cook to Tower,” one parent
said.“Wehave theroomhere.”

School staff at the meeting
said the administration had
told them there was no talk
of closing the elementary
school. Jirik noted the school
had added programs, includ-
ing extra-curricular sports,
this year.

But parents, especially
those who had graduated from
high school in Tower, were
not ready to trust the district.

“I see some of you were
deeply hurt when the high
school closed,” Jirik said.

One school staffer noted
that many area school districts
are facing similar financial
shortfalls.

Cade Gornick comment-
ed that many parents chose
to open-enroll their young
children to other districts
because they want their kids
closer to where they work.
Another reason, said Jirik, is
when the oldest sibling moves
to another school or district,
parents choose to move all
their children.

“It can be easier for
parents to worry about one
school, not two,” Jirik said.

Greg Dostert said his
grandsons, who attended NE
Range, and this year decided
to go to Ely, would probably
chooseto goback to NERange
if the district switched to a
four-day week.

Jodi Summit reported on
the Tower-Soudan meeting

House Republican Leader
Harry Niska, R-Ramsey,
echoed those calls in a joint
statement.

“Given the seriousness of
the charges, Senator Eichorn
shouldresign. While heis enti-
tled to due process, we must
hold legislators to a higher
standard,” they said.

Senate Majority Leader
Erin Murphy, DFL-St. Paul,
described the allegations as
“deeply disturbing,” adding
that the situation “raises
serious questions that will
need to be answered by the
court, as well as his caucus
and constituents.”

Reaction on social media

was quick and brutal on
Tuesday, with commenters
flocking to Eichorn’s offi-
cial Facebook page to leave
derogatory comments con-
demning his actions. Posters
also attacked Eichorn on
family photos on his wife
Brittany’s Facebook page until
the account was either blocked
orremoved by mid-afternoon.

Eichorn’s arrest comes
at a time when the Senate is
already grappling with ethical
controversies. Earlier this
year, Republicans led efforts
to expel DFL Senator Nicole
Mitchell, who faces felony
burglary charges for breaking
and entering her late father’s

residence. That effort stalled
after Democrats insisted she
receive due process before
any action was taken, although
Gov. Tim Walz had called on
Mitchell to resign last year.
Mitchell’s continued presence
in the Senate gives the DFL a
34-33 majority.

Just weeks ago, Eichorn
himselfhad publicly criticized
Mitchell’s presence in the
Senate, saying her case was
a “growing scandal” that was
a distraction from important
legislative work. In a now
widely circulated Facebook
post, Eichorn said, “We need
to end the disruption and let
voters choose a new senator.”

Eichorn was already inthe
news this week for co-author-
ing a legislative proposal to
classify “Trump Derangement
Syndrome” as a recognized
mental illness. The term
“Trump derangement syn-
drome” has been used by
Trump and his supporters to
criticize his opponents. The
measure received strong push-
back from Murphy.

“Thisis possibly the worst
bill in Minnesota history,”
Murphy said in a statement.
“If it is meant as a joke, it is
a waste of staff time and tax-
payerresources that trivializes
serious mental health issues.
If the authors are serious, it is

an affront to free speech and
an expression of a dangerous
level of loyalty to an authori-
tarian president.”

Eichorn’s biography lists
him as an entrepreneur and
third-generation employee at
his family’s outdoor store in
Grand Rapids. He is married
with four children.

As of late Tuesday after-
noon, Eichorn had not yet
been scheduled for arraign-
ment in Hennepin County
District Court. The case
remains under investigation
by the Bloomington Police
Department, and additional
details may emerge when
charges are formalized.

is still producing. That’s
considerably higher than
taconite production taxes but
Hauschild said that reflects
the fact that there are few jobs
produced through the helium
production process. “This
is more purely extractive in
nature,” he said.

Hauschild wasn’t certain

if his measure would win
passage this session, but he’s
hopeful to get some kind of
tax structure in place before
the company starts production,
currently slated for 2028 or
later. Hauschild said he’s
worried the evenly-divided
House could slow progress on
legislation this session.

The tax proposal comes
in the wake of the work com-
pleted by the Gas Resources
Technical Advisory
Committee, or GTAC, which
was formed by the Legislature
last year to develop a frame-
work forregulating and taxing
helium production. It’s the
first time that a major gas
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deposit has been discovered
in Minnesota, so lawmakers
wanted some expert advice on
how to regulate the potential
new industry. The GTAC
included representatives from
the Department of Natural
Resources, the Environmental
Quality Board, Department
of Health, Pollution Control

COOK THRIFT SHOP

The painting and indoor upgrade projects at the
I{¢ Thrift Shop are not yet complete, so we will be
9o delaying our re-opening to...

Agency and the Department
of Revenue.

Their recommenda-
tion cover taxes, permitting,
environmental review, as well
as rules for gas well construc-
tion. The GTAC issued its rec-
ommendations in a 222-page
report released in January of
this year.
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Shopping hours are 9 a.m. -3 p.m.
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Cook Area Health Care Auxiliary I
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EVELETH- Rock Ridge
High School dean of students
Christopher Chad has been
arrested in connection with a
child exploitation investiga-
tion spanning multiple states,
according to the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Office.

Chad, of Eveleth, was
takeninto custody on Tuesday
at a residence on Auburn
Avenue. Authorities said he

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

FALL LAKE- The super-
visors of Fall Lake Township
appointed Adam Masloski as
its third supervisor on Tuesday
night in a closed session that
was likely in violation of the
state’s Open Meeting Law.

Masloski will serve one
year, filling Sheila Gruba’s

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY- President Trump
issued an executive order
last Friday that put several
smaller federal programs
on the chopping block. The
loss of one of them, the
Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund,
will cut off a source of non-tra-
ditional lending available to
rural and Indigenous small
businesses in the Arrowhead
region. Organizations like
the Entrepreneur Fund and
the Northland Foundation
are among those likely to be
affected by the order.

The executive order man-
dated that the programs must
“reduce the performance
of their statutory functions
and associated personnel to
the minimum presence and
function required by law.”
The order went on to give the
heads of these programs seven
days toreport which functions
are statutorily required. The
order also instructs the Office
of Management and Budget to
“reject funding requests for
such governmental entities to
the extent they are inconsistent
with this order.”

CDFls

Community Development
Financial Institutions, or
CDFlIs, provide financing
to small businesses in rural
and underserved communi-
ties through grants, loans,
and small business support.
The CDFI fund certifies
non-governmental lending
organizations to invest in
local small business start-ups
or expansions using a mix of
the fund’s money and private
investment.

The Arrowhead region
has five community devel-
opment finance institutions,
or CDFlIs, that fund rural
small businesses. In addition
to the Entrepreneur Fund and
the Northland Foundation,
the NorthRidge Community
Credit Union, the Embarrass
Vermillion Federal Credit
Union, and the Minnesota
Power Employees Credit
Union are all CDFI partners.

Of the five, the
Entrepreneur Fund and the
Northland Foundation are
nonprofit business develop-
ment organizations that offer
amix of small business devel-
opment services, consulting,

HARBOR...Continued from page 1

posals from prospective busi-
ness owners who are interested
in owning or leasing commer-
cial space at the harbor. TEDA
is also looking for an owner or
operator interested in operat-
ing a mid-level to fine dining
restaurant at the site. TEDA
will be reviewing responses
to its requests as they come
in. Currently, the deadline for

was arrested
on a felony
warrant
issued in
Georgia
and is being
held at the
St. Louis
County Jail
pending
extradition.

The investigation
began on March 5 when
the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension

Chris Chad

supervisor’s seat. Gruba
resigned her position in
February at the end of her
first year in office.

To fill the seat, the Fall
Lake Supervisors can appoint
aninterim supervisor until the
next election in March 2026,
which is the action taken on
Tuesday evening. NextMarch,
the township’s voters must

and financing programs for
business owners and entrepre-
neurs in rural markets where
mainline commercial financ-
ing is not available. Earlier
this week, Entrepreneur Fund
business advisor for the Ely
area, Emily Roose, said the
management of her organiza-
tion was still evaluating how
the potential loss or reduction
of the CDFI Fund would affect
its programs.

Tony Sertich, President
and CEO of the Northland
Foundation,toldthe Timberjay,
“We don’t know yet what the
effect will be on us. As we’ve
seen over the past two months,
executive orders come and go
and change course. Congress
will probably also have a say
on what happens here. Right
now, it’s really up in the air.”

But Sertich said he’s
concerned. “Losing CDFI
funds will lessen our ability
to provide gap loans to small
business owners so that they
can leverage larger loans
from banks to start or grow
their business.” Northland
has generated $3.8 million in
CDFI-funded loans to local
small businesses over the last
five years.

It’s not clear that
President Trump’s efforts
to eliminate the CDFI ini-
tiative will find support in
Congress. The co-chairs of
the bipartisan U.S. Senate
Community Development
Finance Caucus, Sens. Mark
R. Warner (D-Va.) and Mike
Crapo (R-Idaho),have already
issued a statement in support
of the CDFI Fund.

“When the CDFI Fund
was developed 30 years ago,
it was created in the form of
aprivate-public partnership to
promote access to capital in
our most underserved urban
and rural communities,” the
senators’ statement read.
“Since 1994, the CDFI sector
has grown to over 1,400 insti-
tutions, located in every state
and territory in the nation —
and leveraging at least $8 in
private sector investment for
every $1 in public funding
received.”

The Senate’s Community
Development Finance
Caucus has 28 members,
which is more than a quarter
of the Senate, evenly split
between 14 Democrats and
14 Republicans.

responses is Friday, April 25.
Interested individuals can see
the full RFPs on the TEDA
website at https://cityoftow-
er.com/teda-rfp. TEDA will
work to coordinate contacts
with interested prospective
business owners and Eagle
Ridge,which will be managing
the property, at least initially.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Rock Ridge High dean arrested in child exploitation case

(BCA) alerted the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Office to
multiple CyberTip reports
involving child exploitation.
These reports, submitted by
electronic service provid-
ers to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited
Children, were forwarded to
state and local law enforce-
ment.

Authorities determined
thatone of the reports involved
the solicitation of a minor
in Georgia, while another

tip involved an individual
receiving child sexual abuse
material. The receipt of child
sexual abuse material inves-
tigation is for a cybertip
unrelated to the Fulton County
case. Investigators traced the
suspect in the Georgia matter
to Eveleth, where they discov-
ered he was employed at Rock
Ridge High School. Chad is
listed as the dean of students
on the school website.

On March 6,law enforce-
ment agencies, including the

FALL LAKE TOWNSHIP

Board likely violates Open Meeting Law in supervisor appointment

elect someone as supervisor
for the remaining year of
Gruba’s original three-year
term.

Fall Lake advertised for
those interested in the one-
year appointment to submit
their name to the township
clerk,and scheduled a meeting
for March 18 to appoint
one of them. Four people

presented themselves to the
board of supervisors: Henry
Jacobs, Hudson Kingston,
Adam Masloski, and John
Pierce. Each was given time
to speak to the board in an
open meeting. According to
Kingston, the supervisors
adjourned the meeting and
went into a closed session
where they apparently selected

FUNDING CUTS

Small business initiative targeted by Trump budget cutting

Native American CDFls
Part of the CDFI Fund
is the Native American
CDFI Assistance Program,
or NACA. This program has
provided over $221 million
in financing for Indigenous
housing and small business-
es since 2001. The Treasury
Department has certified 69

Native CDFIs which provide
financing in Indigenous com-
munities where traditional
banking services are lacking.

Trump issued his execu-
tive order seven days before
the March 21 deadline for
NACA’s2025 funding round,
leaving applicants uncertain
aboutthe future of their NACA

BCA and the Lake Superior
Forensic Technology and
Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force, execut-
ed multiple search warrants
in Virginia and Eveleth.
Investigators collected evi-
dence, but no arrests were
made at that time. Rock Ridge
Superintendent Noel Schmidt
issued a letter indicating that
the employee was placed on
administrative leave at that
time.

The sheriff’s office said

Masloski.

The Timberjay left a
message for township officials
seeking their justification for
aclosed session on the super-
visor appointment. The Open
Meeting Law requires closed
sessions for preliminary con-
sideration of charges or alle-
gations against an individual
under a governmental body’s
authority and allows for closed

applications.

The Native CDFI
Network, a national asso-
ciation of Native American
financial institutions,opposed
the order. “Native CDFIs
are among the most efficient
financial institutions in the
nation, stretching limited
resources to drive economic
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that there is no evidence
suggesting any local victims
or that any Rock Ridge
High School students were
involved. The investigation
remains ongoing.

Anyone with concerns or
informationrelated to the case
is encouraged to contact Sgt.
Eric Sathers at the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Office at
218-336-4311.

sessions to evaluate the perfor-
mance of an individual under
their authority, but neither
exception would apply in this
instance. A supervisor is an
elected or appointed office,
not an employee subject to
supervision by the town board.
Masloski’s first meeting
as a new supervisor was set
for Wednesday, March 19.

growth in some of the most
rural and remote areas where
traditional banks have failed,”
wrote network CEO Pete
Upton in a statement, adding
that the change would be “a
devastating blow to econom-
ic self-sufficiency in Indian
Country.”
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by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY—The Ely City
Council approved the first
reading of a new ordinance
that assigns zoning to 14
unzoned parcels within city
limits and scheduled a public
hearing on the new zoning
assignments for April 1 at
5:15 p.m.

These unzoned parcels
include the location of the
new Ely Regional Trailhead
Building, a city-owned parcel
that will be classified as public
(P1)land. The unzoned parcel
immediately to the south,
which belongs to the Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital, hosts part of a
parking lot and the steep slope
down to S. Fourth Ave. W. It
will also be zoned as P1. Two
unzoned residential parcels for
the homes at 355 and 357 W.
Harvey St. will be zoned as
R1. Two unzoned residential
parcels at the western edge of
city limits, at 1884 and 1886
ShagawaRd. W .,willbe zoned
as shoreline mixed use as they
front onto Shagawa Lake.

The other eight properties
belong to the city and are
located mostly in the undevel-
oped areas to the east of the
Jerome Debeltz softball fields.
These will be zoned as either
open space or public land.

In other business, the city
council:

» Approved the forma-
tionof anegotiating committee
to work on a lease agreement
with the Ely Chamber of
Commerce, which leases their
offices from the city. The
council, noting that another
agenda item also called for
negotiating with the city’s
employee unions, added that
negotiation committee to the
motion, thus approving both
committees in one vote.

» Approved the purchase
of a Board Safe Dock for the
ADA compliantkayak launch
at the new eastern access area
for Miners Lake. City council
member John Lahtonen ques-
tioned whether the cost of the
dock was funded by the city.
“This project is funded by
the Department of Natural
Resources on areimbursement
basis,” responded Ely Clerk-
Treasurer Harold Langowski.
“We won’t order (the dock)
until DNR approves of the
reimbursement. So, we pay
upfront and then DNR will
reimburse our costs, so Ely
will spend no net city funds.”

» Voted 6-0-1 against a
recommendation of the tree
board to allow non-resident
John Lindquist to tap four
silver maple trees on the
second block of E. Conan
St. The tree board no longer
approves of tapping maple
trees within city limits. [t made
an exception for Lindquist’s
request because the four
trees are slated for removal
this spring, so the question of
damaging city trees is moot.

Lahtonen made the case
for turning down Lindquist’s
request, not because it lacked
merit, but because the city
should enforce it’s no tapping
policy equally: “My only
concern is that you can have
four trees that have taps on
them, and then somebody
two blocks down, who hasn’t
heard (that you can’t tap trees
inEly) wants to tap. I thinkit’s
a slippery slope, and it should
be all or nothing.” The rest of
the council agreed and voted
accordingly.

» Approved the hire of
JoshPohlman as an equipment
operator trainee, pending a
pre-employment physical,
drug testing and background
check.

» Approved the advertise-
ment for bids for the clean-up
project at the Depot redevel-
opment site. The project has
received the DEED grant for
the clean-up, for which the city
is the fiscal agent.

» Heard the report from
Langowski that the recy-
cling bins next to the Jerome
Debeltz softball fields are sited
on ground that saturates during
the spring thaw.“There may be

a bit of mud by the recycling
bins. Ifit gets too muddy, we’ll
putup barricades and close the
area temporarily.”

» Heard the report of
Fire Chief Dave Marshal that
enough snow has now melted
that burning permits are now
required.

» Heard the report from
Police Chief Chad Houde that
the police department has a
drop box forunused medicines
on the first floor of city hall.
Langowski added his plea for
Ely-area residents to utilize
the medicine disposal box:
“Please, don’t dump unused
medicines down the toilet. It
justisn’tgood to send that stuff
to the wastewater treatment
facility, which isn’t designed
to handle it.”

Houde also reported that

NigZ NG

61,945 MSRP

-2,000 XLT DISC

-5,330 FOH DISC

-2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

-1,000 BONUS CASH

-1,000 TRUCK MONTH BONUS CASH

-500 RETAIL BONUS CASH

-500 FLEX BUY FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH*

CITY OF ELY

City council fills gaps in its zoning map

the police department has
locking storage boxes at no
cost for people who need to
prevent small children from
accessing medicines,courtesy
of St. Louis County. Those
interested can pick one up at
the police department office
on the first floor of city hall
during office hours.

> Approved advertising
for the new hire of a full-time
police officer.

» Approved the second
and final reading of Ordinance
389 to amend the sales price
of city-owned lots 9 and 10
in the East Spaulding First
Addition plat. The approval
came after a public hearing
where no one testified for or
against the price change. The
lots were formerly $33,000
and $29,000 respectively. The

new price is $25,000 apiece or
$38,900 if bought together.
The two adjacent lots share a
wetland area which reduces
the land available for residen-
tial development.

> Approved the first
reading of Ordinance 379,
which would vacate a 33-foot
right of way on Beacon Hill
that the city no longer needs.
The right of way is between
the Tower View Estates
and Ahola plats, just south
and east of the radio tower
next to S. Third Ave. E. The
vacated right of way will be
split between the landowners
along the Tower Estates and
Abhola plat boundary. The city
council scheduled a public
hearing on the new ordinance
for April 1 at 5 p.m.

> Approved the fol-

lowing claims for payment:
city of Ely and Ely Utilities
Commission claims through
March 18 for $106,795 and a
$266,559 pay estimate from
Max Gray Construction for
the Ely Regional Trailhead
Building.

» Approved the appoint-
ment of Linsey Dare to the
open mid-term seat on the Ely
Park and Recreation Board.
Her term will expire on Jan.
31,2026.

> Approved the new
utility rates recommended by
the Ely Utilities Commission.
The city council held a public
hearing before the Tuesday
meeting where two residents
posed questions about water
lines and water quality, but
did not comment on the rates
themselves. The new rates are

MARCH IS TRUCK MONTH AT
FORD OF HIBBING AND WE
HAVE OVER 30 NEW F150

TRUCKS PRIGED TO MOVE!!

CHECK OUT OUR GREAT SELECTION OF TRUCKS ON THE LOT. STOP IN OR CHECK OUT OUR
SELECTION AT FORDOFHIBBING.COM

2024 F150 SPORT 4X4 CREW CAB

&,

S 4 9 y 6 1 5;!;.!0';155 PRICE

BONUS CASH**

*MUST FINANCE THRU FORD CREDIT OAC.

-$1,000 TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE

$48,615+™
CONDITIONAL PRICE

**Must trade in a 1995 or Newer Car, Truck, or SUV.

SAVE
$13,330

Tailgate Step ¢ 2.7L Ecoboast
Heated Seats

2024 F150 XLT SPORT 4X4 CREW CAB

64,460 MSRP

-2,000 XLT DISC

-5,621  FOH DISC

-2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

-1,000 BONUS CASH

-1,000 TRUCK MONTH BONUS CASH

-500 FLEX BUY FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH*

#26000

s 5 2 5y 3 3 9 -'E-\.III.EIYI(;NES PRICE

-$1,000 TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE
BONUS CASH**

$51,339+™

CONDITIONAL PRICE

*MUST FINANCE THRU FORD CREDIT OAC.
**Must trade in a 1995 or Newer Car, Truck, or SUV.

available online in the agenda
packet for the March 18 city
council meeting at ely.mn.us.

> Approved a letter
of recommendation from
Max Gray Construction, the
general contractor for the Ely
International Hotel project, to
award a contract for $381,913
to VCI Environmental for
selective interior demolition
plus asbestos and hazardous
materials abatement. The
abatement work is being
funded through an Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation
Board grant, for which Ely is
the fiscal agent.

NigZ NG

wgm,

#26065

5.0L V-8 * FX4 PKG
36 Gallon Fuel Tank

62,310 MSRP

-2,000 XLT DISC

-5,370  FOH DISC

-2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

-1,000 BONUS CASH

-1,000 TRUCK MONTH BONUS CASH

-500 RETAIL BONUS CASH

-500 FLEX BUY FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH*

2024 F150 SPORT 4X4 CREW CAB

s 4 9 , 9 4 0 -'E-\.II;.F!.YIC;NES PRICE

BONUS CASH**

*MUST FINANCE THRU FORD CREDIT OAC.

2020 EDGE ST

-$1,000 TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE

$48,940+™
CONDITIONAL PRICE

**Must trade in a 1995 or Newer Car, Truck, or SUV.

SAVE
$13,370

20” Wheels * Heated Seats
Extended Range Fuel Tank

2024 F150 XLT 4X4 CREW CAB

65,610 MSRP

-2,000 XLT DISC

-5,688  FOH DISC

-2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

-1,000 BONUS CASH

-1,000 TRUCK MONTH BONUS CASH

-500 FLEX BUY FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH*

#26038

S 5 3 ] 4 z 2 +E.5;IF:!E)NES PRICE

-$1,000 TRADE-IN ASSISTANCE
BONUS CASH™*

$52,422+T1L
CONDITIONAL PRICE

*MUST FINANCE THRU FORD CREDIT OAC.
**Must trade in a 1995 or Newer Car, Truck, or SUV.

SBRING]ISJCOMING!
IMHEIDEALCSYAREJHEATINGIUBR!

2025 EXPLORER ACTIVE

2023 ESCAPE ST LINE

2021 EDGE TITANIUM

Brake Controller ¢ 3.5L Ecoboost
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-
L

#25898

SAVE

$13,188

61/2’ Box ¢ 20” Wheels

2023 F150 LARIAT

¢
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218-212-7202
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218-293-4636  218-293-4627
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Truck catches fire in alley

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The engine compartment of
a pickup truck appears to have been
destroyed here Tuesday morning af-
ter it caught fire shortly after 8 a.m. in
the alley north of the 100 block of W.
Chapman.

The engine compartment was re-
ported to be fully engulfed when the
Ely Fire Department arrived, but the
two-man crew responding with the
department’s Hummer had the fire
knocked down by the time other fire-
fighters arrived in their No. 1 engine.
The Hummer carries a crew of two and
250 gallons of water.

“Our Hummer is a really effec-
tive initial attack vehicle for knocking
down fires,” said Ely Fire Chief Dave
Marshall. “The Hummer is a military
model that was converted over for fire-
fighting. It can respond to a fire very
quickly because the first two firefight-
ers ready to go can jump in and be on
the scene to knock down small fires,
often before one of our fire engines ar-

After the fire engine arrived, the
department ran additional hoses from
the hydrant on the corner of W. Chap-
man and N. Second Ave. W. to further
douse the engine compartment of the
truck.

The cause of the fire is not known.
“The truck’s owner started the truck
and then loaded his tools for work into
the extended cab,” Marshall said. “He
saw flames through the grill and hood
and called 911. The fire blew both
front tires. Everything under the hood
was pretty much destroyed so it’s hard
to say how the fire got started, which is
often the case with engine fires.

“It was an older truck. We estimat-
ed its value before the fire at around
$5,000,” Marshall added. “It didn’t
look like the fire affected the extended
cab where the owner put his tools, so
his tools should be okay. Some over-
head communication lines looked like
they may have been damaged, but the
power lines in the alley were high
enough that they were not affected.”

The Ely and Babbitt Police De-
partments also responded to the fire
scene.

ACAUTION
CoFs

A

An Ely firefighter hosing down the truck that caught on fire Tuesday morning.

photo by C. Clark

rives.”

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA

Staff Writer

SOUDAN- At the Breitung an-
nual meeting, residents approved a
2026 levy of $773,000, a $33,000,
or 4.46 percent, increase over last
year. The town board recommended
the levy increase to pay for higher
costs for maintenance worker ben-
efits and matching funds for road-
work on Echo Point Rd. Most other
spending is projected to remain at
2025 levels.

Only 15 citizens attended the
meeting and only one voted against
raising the levy increase.

The township still owes
$282,142 on a loan for building
renovations completed in 2019.
The township has reserve funds
of $228,710, operating funds of
$448,075, and $118,809 in savings
certificates. The township ended
the year with a ledger balance of
$445248.

Steve Tekautz and Teresa Do-
linar easily won their respective
elections, both were running unop-
posed. Tekautz will take supervisor
Tim Tomsich’s seat on the board
and Dolinar will take treasurer
Jorgine Gornick’s position.

Motivational speaker from Tower is keynote speak

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT

Breitung residents vote to raise 2026 levy to $773,000

The citizens took time to hon-
or Jim Hill who passed away last
August. Hill generously gave his
time to the community, serving as
the Breitung Police Chief, on the
Tower Housing Authority, water
commission board, town board, and
Breitung Fire Department. Resi-
dents unanimously voted to honor
him by purchasing a name plate to
place on a bench in town.

Citizens voted to continue
supporting annual events at the
same rate as in years past including
$2.,000 for the Fourth of July, $300
for food for the Tower-Soudan El-
ementary Early Childhood Pro-
gram’s Big Truck Night, $200 for
the Old Settlers Picnic, $3,000 for
the Tower Cemetery plus $273 ad-
ditional for software, and $300 for
the Joint Powers Recreation Board.
Residents will also continue to sup-
port the Tower-Soudan Historical
Society at $500.

Residents lauded community
efforts to lower water usage and the
township’s time and money spent
to reduce inflow and infiltration.
Rainwater and leakage that gets
into the sanitary sewer system must
be treated, costing the township a
lot of extra dollars. Flow into the
wastewater ponds has been reduced

from a high of 56.268 million gal-
lons in 2019 to 41.242 million gal-
lons in 2024.

McKinley Park increased its
revenue by $11,175 in 2024 com-
pared to 2023. The total end-of-
year revenue was $201,093.

Tim Tomsich, who served as
the meeting moderator, noted sev-
eral accomplishments of the town-
ship in the past year, including
prompt road repairs after the June
flood, completing the trail upgrade
from Soudan to McKinley Park,
blacktopping of Spring St., sewer
work on Poplar St., rebuilding the
bottom of Church St., reducing
inflow and infiltration on Church
St. and First Ave., upgrades to the
Stuntz Bay Rd., and a new play-
ground at McKinley Park. Tomsich
will be leaving the board after 45
years, being first elected in 1980.
Tomsich offered thanks to his fam-
ily, citizens, and colleagues. “It’s
been my honor to have earned your
respect and trust, thank you.”

Fire Report

In 2024, Breitung Fire and
Rescue responded to nine struc-
ture fires, seven auto accidents, five
alarms that were canceled while on
route, four fire alarms, two med-
icals, two public service or assis-

ELY CHAMBER

tance, two power line incidents,
one snowmobile accident, one haz-
ardous condition, one vehicle fire,
one uncontrolled permit burn, one
water rescue, one wildland fire,
zero unattended or unauthorized
burning, and zero auto extractions.
There were 36 emergency calls in
2024 as compared to 26 in 2023.
The department finished the
year with sixteen members, one re-
tirement and two resignations.

Police Report

Police Chief Dan Reing gave a
report of the department’s activities
over the past year. The department
responded to 274 traffic stops, 242
business checks, 68 assists to oth-
er agencies, 67 traffic citations, 61
residential checks, 55 medicals,
46 informational calls, 42 public
assistance, 42 community engage-
ments, 22 disturbances, 22 welfare
checks, 21 civil cases, 19 parking
complaints, 19 check hazards, 17
animal, 14 suspicious activities, 13
total arrests, 13 blight complaints,
13 thefts, 12 traffic accidents, 11
firearms permits, 11 mental health
crises, nine 911 disconnects, eight
damage to property, six DWI ar-
rests, six alarms, five motorist as-
sists, five fire calls, four tobacco
checks, four frauds, three non-traf-

fic citations, two drug calls, two
deaths, two assaults, one burglary,
and one civil paper service.

In the provided data from
2021-2024, assaults were down
from a high of six in 2023 to two
this year. Drug calls have been re-
duced from a high of six in 2023 to
two in 2024. Mental health crisis
calls have been steadily increasing
from three in 2021 to four in 2022,
nine in 2023, and 11 in 2024.

Reing said understaffing has
been a challenge for the depart-
ment. All of the township’s officers,
aside from Reing, work full-time
at other agencies, he said. Reing
hopes to be able to hire more offi-
cers in the future but acknowledges
that the shortage in officers is a na-
tionwide epidemic.

Reing ceremoniously retired
two officer badge numbers in 2024.
Badge #155 was retired in honor
of Officer Jim Battin who retired
in 2024 after ten years of service
to the department. Former Police
Chief Jim Hill also had his badge
number, #136, permanently retired
after serving the department for
over 30 years.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The 34th Celebrate
Ely dinner will be on Thurs-
day, April 3 at the Grand Ely
Lodge. This year’s event will
include the presentation of

Ely Chamber of Commerce
awards, a buffet dinner,
games and activities, and a
motivational speaker. The
theme for this year will be pi-
rates. While pirate apparel is
encouraged it is not required.

The event will begin at

+ On the Hiking / Biking Trails
* Near Lake Vermilion,

State Parks

Fortune Bay Resort Casino and

Your Spring Getaway

Destination!

+» Comfortable Private Rooms

* Continental Breakfast

BOOK ONLINE: vermilionparkinn@gmail.com
218.753.2333 « 30 Center St., Soudan « vermilionparkinn.com n

Presents... Workforce Solutions
Herb Lamppa Civic Center ¢ 402 Pine Street, Tower

Open to the public

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

4:30 p.m. with an OUT Mo-
bile Escape Room and other
games. An escape room is
a themed space where par-
ticipants work as a team to
search, solve puzzles, think
creatively, and complete a
challenging mission or sto-
ry-line — all before time
runs out. OUT Mobile is an
Ely-area business.

Dinner will start at 5:45
p.m. The buffet menu in-
cludes broasted chicken,
pork shanks, mushroom rav-
ioli, herb-roasted baby reds,
and dessert by Brainstorm
Bakery. The Grand Ely
Lodge will provide a cash
bar. The Chamber of Com-
merce will present its four
yearly awards — the Good

“Iron Jen” McDonough

Neighbor Business Award,
the Citizen Volunteer Award,
the Spirit of Bob Cary
Award, and the Excellence in
Customer Service Award —
when dinner is over.

[——————]
FREE ESTATE PLANNING CLASS

Keynote Speaker

The speaker for the event
is Jen McDonough, also
known as “Iron Jen.” Her
topic will be “Calming the
Chaos — Navigating Stormy
Seas & Steering Your Ship to
Resilience.”

Jen will share real-life
powerful stories about how
resilience can help anyone
weather even the toughest
storms in life. The talk will
present practical strategies
for staying steady during tur-
bulent times, to lessen stress,
make space for what truly
matters, and build resilience.

McDonough is an Am-
azon Top-100 author, eight-
time national weightlifter
champion, and a two-time
U.S. Olympic Festival medal
winner. She is also a Minne-
sota Hall of Fame inductee,
an Ironman triathlete, a vol-
unteer firefighter, a first re-
sponder, and a motivational

Learn the basics of Wills, Trusts and the effect

er at Celebrate Ely on April 3

speaker.

McDonough and her
family are well known for
paying off over $212,000 in
debt and medical expens-
es in four years. Their story
has been featured in local,
national, and international
media.

McDonough and her
husband are also the own-
ers of the Tower Café,
well-known for its weekend
breakfast buffet. Jen lives in
Tower with “four awesome
kids, one handsome husband,
three naughty dogs, five cats
and one ugly mortgage.” Her
website is www.ThelronJen.
com.
“I am absolutely delight-
ed that the chamber asked
me to speak,” McDonough
told the Timberjay. “1 speak
all over the country and it’s
easy to do, but it’s a lot more
intimidating when the group
knows you. It’s such an hon-
or and it’s a great responsi-
bility.”

Tickets for Celebrate Ely
are $30. Stop by the chamber
office at 1600 E. Sheridan
St., call 218-365-6123, or

of other legal documents.

Tower Area Job Fair
Wednesday, March 26 « 4-6 PM

Northwoods Business Incubator ¢ Virtual Session
Thursday, March 27 + Noon-1:30 PM
Open to all businesses and entrepreneurs. Melissa from the MN Department of
Labor and Industry will provide information on minimum wage, youth wages,
and Earned Sick and Safe Leave.

RSVP for the Northwoods Business Incubator session to
218-365-6123 or director@ely.org.
—

To register call: 218-365-3221

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.
1 E. Chapman St + P.O. Box 240
Ely, MN 55731

Offered through Community Education

Wednesday, March 26 * 5:30 - 6:30 PM

3

Ely School Media Center

(or visit elyclasses.com)

218-365-3221

www.klunlaw.com

email director@ely.org to
reserve tickets. Ticket sales
close on Friday, March 28.
All three of Jen’s books
have hit Amazon’s Top 100
categories including her
book “5 Minutes a Day to
Living Beyond Rich,” which
hit number one under Ama-
zon’s budgeting category.
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Seeks relief for resorts, school tax adjustm

by DAvID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- District 3
Sen. Grant Hauschild, DFL-
Hermantown, is walking a
bit of a property tax tightrope
this legislative session as he
pushes forward one bill that
would bring relief to small,
family-owned resorts, while at

the same time seeking to redi-
rect more funding to school
districts with high percent-
ages of seasonal recreational
properties.

Resort relief

Last week, Hauschild
presented his bill for small
resort property tax relief to
the Senate Tax Committee.
The measure would redefine

THE LEGISLATURE

Hauschild works two sides of property tax equation

the values
used for
calculating
the tax on
resorts that
are Class 1c
properties,
increasing
the amounts
for each of three tiers used to
determine rates. For example,
the first $600,000 of tier one

Grant Hauschild

properties are currently taxed
at0.5 percent,but Hauschild’s
bill would raise that to $1.5
million of market value, a
change that would lower
property taxes for many small
resorts. Increasing the tier
two ceiling to $4.5 million
would have the same effect
for many resort owners whose
properties currently fall into
tier three.

Minnesota was once
home to more than 3,000 fam-
ily-owned resorts, according
to Hauschild, but today, fewer
than 600 remain statewide.

“Minnesota’s lakes and
greatoutdoors are our greatest
resource,” Hauschild said.
“They attract countless visi-
tors, supportlocal economies,
and offer families lifelong
memories. But our small,

ent for seasonal recreational properties

family-owned resorts — the
very businesses thathelp make
these experiences possible —
are disappearing.”

Rising property taxes,
increasing operational costs,
and development pressures
have made it harder for small
resort owners to stay in busi-
ness. These mom-and-pop

See TAXES..;z 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION — With
funding finally in place, the
Department of Natural Resources
is planning to move forward with
an estimated $2-plus million
renovation of the Moccasin Point
landing, and users of the site
say they’re concerned about the
changes.

The landing has been heavily
used for decades by anglers,
Boundary Waters visitors, resi-
dents of nearby islands and other
remote-access properties on Lake
Vermilion and, perhaps most crit-
ically, by emergency responders
foreverything from fire to medical
response. Moccasin Pointhas also
been a protected harbor for private
barges loading and unloading as
they service the many water-ac-
cess properties in the area.

Sarah Schmidt, who spends
summers with her husband Jake at
their cabin on nearby Pine Island,
said there’s alot at stake for people
who depend on the landing. “A
lot of people have designed their
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LAKE VERMILION ACCESS

Moccasin Point upgrade has
longiime users concerned

DNR hopes to get major remake of key access underway later this year

There are
currently a
number of
transgressions
out there.

Scott Kelling
Regional Manager
DNR Parks and Trails

dream home around having access
tothatlanding,” she said. “People
need propane, they need lumber,
and if they need to install a septic
system, they need lots of gravel,”
she said. For the many hundreds
of island or other water-access
property owners on the lake, all
of that material comes by barge.
Moccasin Point is particularly
well suited for such use, since
it is arguably the most protected
harbor on Lake Vermilion, with
islands and mainland protecting
it from wind from just about
any direction. It’s also centrally

Above: A Google Earth view
of Moccasin Point landing.
The popular access point is
slated for major reconstruction
starting later this year.

located on the sprawling lake and
close to concentrations of island
homes and cabins.

Scott Kelling, northeast
regional manager for DNR Parks
and Trails, said the plans for the
reconstruction of the landing are
still being finalized, but insisted
they will take into account the
unique mix of recreational and
commercial use of the landing,
including use by all three of the
barging companies that service
customers on the lake.

According to Kelling, the
remake of the landing will include
removal of the old pier and the
reconstruction of a new one in
nearly the same location. “The
new pier will serve the same
function,” said Kelling, and
will include an additional ramp
that will be dedicated for barge
loading and off-loading. Kelling
said an engineer’s inspection of
the existing pier determined it

i
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was near the end of its useful life,
although Schmidt said she thinks
that opinion reflects the DNR’s
desire to remove the structure
rather than its actual condition.

Kelling acknowledges that
it’s not the only reason for
replacing the structure. “With our
redesign it’s just not in the right
location,” he said.

Adequate parking is another
major concern of longtime users
of Moccasin Point. Tim Logan,
whose family has owned island
property near the landing since
the 1950s, said plans the DNR had
shared a few years ago seemed to
show less parking thanis typically
used at the site. Schmidt notes that
during high-traffic weekends, the
parking area is frequently full and
overflow parking can extend for
hundreds of feet along Moccasin
Point Rd. She said she counted
163 vehicles parked at the landing
at one point last Memorial Day
weekend and said there are rou-
tinely 90-100 vehicles during the
summer season.

Sec LANDING..2. 2B
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Skraba bill
would allow
ATVs greater
access to small
town roads

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Since his first campaign
forthe state Legislature,Rep.Roger Skraba,
R-Ely, has wanted to find ways to connect
ATV trail riders with businesses in nearby
communities served by trails. That goal
took a step forward on Monday as a bill
sponsored by Skraba cleared a second
committee hearing in the House.

The bill would give
small towns more flexi-
bility in allowing ATVs
on local roadways and
highway shoulders by
allowingcities and towns
with populations under
25,000 to pass ordinanc-
es permitting ATVs on
roads or the shoulders of
trunk highways.

However, specific conditions would
apply:

»The speed limit must be 45 mph or
lower.

» AT'Vs could only use a road to reach
businesses, residences, or make trail con-
nections.

»There must be no alternative public
access for AT'Vs.

Skraba presented the bill to the
House Transportation Finance and Policy

Roger Skr

See ATVS..pg. 2B

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Dorothy Molter

root beer AWOL
until at least May

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Dorothy Molter root beer addicts
may be in for atough two months. Dorothy’s
famous root beer won’t be back on store
shelves until May. An unexpected delay in
the manufacturing of the root beer’s card-
board six-pack bottle carriers is the cause.

“We order the six-pack carriers once a
year,” said Jess Edberg, executive director
of the Dorothy Molter Museum, which sells
the root beer using Molter’s proprietary
recipe. “When putting in our order for fiscal

SeeROOT BEER..;¢ 2B
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Atthe five-
year anniversary of the onset
of the coronavirus epidem-
ic, Minnesota’s hospitality
industry is still struggling to
get back to its pre-pandemic
levels.

Hospitality Minnesota,
the industry’s primary state-
wide trade association,recent-
ly issued its first-ever State
of Hospitality Report, and
the document reveals that
while not all food service
and lodging establishments

are hurting, the industry as a
whole has stalled since 2020,
with negative trends seen in
numerous metrics in 2024.
Average annual lodging
occupancy rates in north-
ern Minnesota dropped 5.6
percent from 2019 to 2024.
From a pre-pandemic rate of
55 4 percentin2019,the sector
took its biggest hit in 2020,
falling to just 404 percent.
Lodging bouncedbackin 2021
and 2022 butdeclined slightly
in 2023 and slightly more in
2024. However, losses in the
central and southern parts of
the state and in metro areas

THE ECONOMY

Hospitality sector continues to lag post-pandemic

were even greater. The state-
widerate of 52 percentin 2024
is nine percent lower than in
2019.Hospitality Minnesota’s
report ranks Minnesota last in
the Midwest for hotel occu-
pancy rate recovery since the
pandemic.

The food service sector
isn’t hurting for restaurants
— Minnesota added 485 new
establishments between 2019
and 2023, when the total was
8,212.Thechallenge is finding
people to work in them, as the
number of restaurant employ-
ees dropped by over 4,000
during the same time period.

Even though wages have
jumped by 32.2 percent, total
payrollisuponly23.8 percent,
pointing to a significant labor
shortage. Specifically innorth-
ern Minnesota,establishments
are up 3.4 percent while the
number of employees has
dropped by 2.4 percent.

The same is true of cater-
ers, where establishments
are up and employment is
down. Employment is down
9.5 percent since 2019, even
though the number of caterers
has increased by 15 percent.

Across the $392 billion
industry, 2024 was a gloomy

year for about half of all
hospitality businesses, with
49.7 percent reporting lower
revenue and 51 percent report-
ing lower customer traffic.
Only 27 percent of businesses
expected revenuestoincrease,
and 35.9 percent report-
ed some stage of financial
decline. The report described
the situation as “a concerning
trend of declining revenue,
customer traffic, and financial
health.”

However, Hospitality
Minnesotaalso touted abright
spot, that being workforce
development programs spon-

sored through its own educa-
tional foundation. The flagship
ProStart Program focuses on
culinary arts and restaurant
management, and has seen
enrollment grow from 1,617
in 2020 to 12,989 in 2024 at
69 participating schools. The
report emphasized the need
for continued investment in
workforce development to
meet workforce needs and
ensure accessibility for all
students.

TAXES...Continued from page 1B

resorts are not only a gateway
for middle-class families to
enjoy the outdoors but also a
key driver of rural economies,
providing seasonal and year-
round jobs in their communi-
ties, Hauschild said.

“My grandparents’ cabin
was right next to a fami-
ly-ownedresort,and I grew up
watching families return year
after year to experience the
magic of Minnesota’s lakes,”
Hauschild said. “These resorts
aren’t just businesses — they
are part of our state’s iden-
tity and an essential way for
working families to connect
with the outdoors. We need
to do everything we can to
support them.”

By reducing their tax
burden, the measure aims
to help preserve these busi-
nesses, ensuring that future
generations can continue to
experience Minnesota’s lakes
inan intimate, family-friendly
setting, he said.

With bipartisan support,
the tax relief measure was
successfully amended onto
a mini-omnibus bill which
passed out of committee and
is now headed to the Senate
floor for further debate.

Cahin property taxes
Another bill authored by
Hauschild that failed to pass
last year is back on the table
this year. It’s a measure that

ROOT BEER...Continued from page 1B

year 2025, we found that the
company providing our car-
riers was no longer sourcing
them from a manufacturer in
Winnipeg and was now getting
them from a plant in West
Virginia. No one knew. I'm
not sure who didn’t tell whom
about the move ... Right now,
it’s asix-week lead time to get
the carriers. Usually it’s less
than two weeks.”

The West Virginia man-
ufacturing location has new
equipment which produces
six-pack carriers of adifferent
size. “Because our brewer has

LANDING...Continued from page 1B

Many of the regular users
of the landing, particularly
those on island properties,
use the site for long-term
parking of their vehicles for
days, weeks, or months at a
time. That’s unusual at public
landings, which are typically
limited to day use.

Kelling said the DNR is
making an exception to that
rule for Moccasin Point, given
the many varied uses of the
unique property. “Overnight
parking will be allowed,” he
said.

Kelling said the current
plan will allow parking for a
bit over 100 vehicles, which

ATYVs...Continued from page 1B

Committee, supported by
testimony from Ely Mayor
Heidi Omerza and ATV
Minnesota Board Secretary
Nick Wognum.

Skrabasaid the legislation
would address a critical need
in Greater Minnesota, where
ATVs serve both recreational
and practical purposes.

“This bill will better
help cities to integrate AT Vs
into their local transportation
networks,” Skraba said.

Omerza called the bill

would create a new state aid
fund for school districts based
on the amount of seasonal
recreational property in their
taxing districts.

Property taxes aren’tonly
collected by counties, they’re
collected by the state as well,
and in2001 the state exempted
seasonal recreational proper-
ties from local school operat-
ing levies. Instead, the state
levied a general school tax that
directed revenues to a single
state fund that was disbursed
to districts across the state.
The following year, faced with
a $2 billion budget deficit,
the Legislature shifted those
dollars into the general fund,
where they have remained,
and school districts cannot tap
those seasonal properties for
their local operating budgets.
Districts with high percent-
ages of seasonal recreational
properties have lost out on
hundreds of thousands of
dollars in revenue as a result.

Hauschild’s bill, and a
companion bill in the House,
would set up a seasonal tax
base replacement aid fund
to try to restore some of the
financial balance to districts
that continue to feel the effects
of the 2001 change.

Thebill wouldn’tincrease
or decrease the taxes currently
levied on seasonal properties,
Hauschild told KAXE News in
February, but instead would

take money from the general
fund and transfer it to dis-
tricts where voters pass a
supplemental operating levy
locally. The seasonal tax base
replacement aid, based on
the percentage of seasonal
recreational property in a
district, would reduce the cost
of the operating levy for local
taxpayers.

Hauschild argued to the
Senate Education Finance
Committee last week that the
issue is one of equity.

Hauschild asked com-
mittee members to imagine
a young, single father living
in a rural northern Minnesota
community with rising prop-
erty taxes who is being asked
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by the local school district to
fund an operating levy just
to keep class sizes down, a
father who also sees wealthy
Minnesotans from the Twin
Cities or people from out of
state opening up million dollar
homes on anearby lake,homes
that as seasonal recreational
properties aren’t a part of the
local school district’s tax base
and won’t contribute toward
solving the school’s budget
crisis.

“So, I just want to make
this point that this is truly an
equity issue,and we don’ttalk
enough about equity issues
when it comes to rural versus
some of our most wealthy
parts of our state, and we

need to have that conversa-
tion,” Hauschild said. “This
bill corrects a wrong in state
policy, where some of our most
rural school districts are losing
out because high-end cabins
and second homeowners are
not paying towards the local
operating levies for the school
districts where their second
home is.”

When the legislation was
being considered last year,
ISD 2142 St. Louis County
Schools Finance Director Kim
Johnson explained the poten-
tial impact for her district.

“An operating referen-
dum has to be voted on by all
of the voters,” Johnson said.
“If we were to go out for an

operating referendum, the
state would pick up 44 percent
of the cost and give it to the
district and therefore the tax-
payers would not have to pay
for that. This is a big deal.”
Ely Superintendent Anne
Oelke testified remotely last
week in support of the bill.
“The money generated
by non-residential taxpay-
ers should be directed back
into our districts rather than
redistributed back to the state
general fund,” Oelke said.
“The passage of this bill is
necessary to close the funding
gap.”
Hauschild’s bill was for-
warded on to the Senate Tax
Committee.
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to make changes to accommo-
date the change in the carrier
size, that adds an additional
three-week delay before we
receive our first shipment of
root beer,” Edberg told the
Timberjay.

Making Dorothy's

root beer

“We contract with Gray
Brewing Co. of Janesville,
Wis., to brew our root beer,”
Edberg said. “We provide the
packaging and the flavorings.
Gray Brewing provides the
glass bottles, the water, the
sugar, and the production

equipment. The root beer has
to fulfill our mission of being
true to Dorothy’slegacy,so we
use glass bottles like Dorothy
did and her proprietary recipe.

“Wehavealong-termrela-
tionship with Gray Brewing
Co. and they have given us a
lot of support over the years,”
Edberg added. “Gray is the
oldest family-owned craft
brewer in the country, founded
in 1856. They also can bottle
in glass. Most modern craft
brewers these days prefer to
use cans or kegs.”

The sale of Dorothy’s

root beer is a major revenue
source for the museum. “Our
largest distributor is Zup’s,”
noted Edberg.

“We only had one pallet
of root beer going into winter
this year because our distrib-
utors have been selling more
root beer than previous years.
Usually, a short supply in the
winter is not an issue, but it is
now because of the delay in
receiving our root beer.”

Edberg was confident that
the root beer would arrive in
time for opening the museum
for the season on May 24.

is more than some original
plans for the site. “We’re
doing everything we can to
maximize the parking there, at
some considerable expense,”
he said.

Longstanding issues
Kelling said the DNR’s
plan forreconstruction is moti-
vated by a desire to “manage
the site more responsibly on a
number of fronts.” The DNR
acquired the site in 2008 and
had planned to undertake
reconstruction of the landing
back in 2013 but lacked the
funds atthe time to accomplish
the work. The funding was

approvedin2023 and the DNR
has been working on design of
the project ever since.
According to Kelling, the
site has operated essentially as
a “free-for-all” for years, with
uses and resource impacts that
aren’t typically permitted at
DNR-managed access points.
“There are currently anumber
of transgressions out there,”
said Kelling, including long-
term storage of personal prop-
erty and building materials.
He said the site, which slopes
toward the lake, also contrib-
utes large amounts of sediment
into Vermilion during heavy
rainfall. “We need to better

manage the stormwater,” said
Kelling. “Currently, a lot of
sediment and other things end
up in the lake when it rains.”

Schmidt questions
whether the change will be
an improvement, since the
DNR'’s reconstruction of the
site will convert the existing
grassy hillside that currently
serves as the site’s parking
lot into a paved parking area.

Kelling said the parking
area will be leveled before
being paved and that stormwa-
ter will be directed into one of
two planned stormwater ponds
in order to contain sediment.
Schmidt claims the ponds will

become a mosquito breeding
ground.

Kelling said he expects
the final design will be com-
pleted soon and heis expecting
to hold an open house in early
summer so interested users
can see what’s planned for
the site. He expects actual
construction to begin some-
time in October if all goes
as planned. That initial work
will include blasting of some
underlying bedrock in order
to level the site.

But most of the work will
take place in 2026, he said,
and during that period, it may
be difficult to maintain public

use of the site, although he
said use of the site by barges
should still be possible, with
potentially some minor delays.
But he said other users of
the site may want to explore
other access options for that
summer. Kelling said he hopes
to have more information on
that at the open house later
this year. “A goal of the open
house is to really share the
timeline and alternatives for
users,” he said. “They might
need to park somewhere else
in 2026.”

“essential” for towns like
Ely that depend on outdoor
recreation. “The ability to
safely operate ATVs on des-
ignated publicroads is not just
about recreation, it’s about
connectivity and accessibili-
ty,” Omerza said. “This bill
helps open up opportunities
for more people to enjoy our
natural resources in a sustain-
able way.”

MnDOT has concerns
Ken Johnson, assistant
state traffic engineer for

the Minnesota Department
of Transportation, warned
committee members that
mixing ATVs with heavier,
faster-moving traffic could be
dangerous.

“Having ATVs operate
with or near heavier and fast-
er-moving vehicles is not con-
sistent with our ‘“Toward Zero
Deaths’ goals,” Johnson said.
“The Department of Natural
Resources, the Department of
Public Safety Office of Traffic
Safety, and the state patrol

share our serious concerns
about safety. Their size and
design make ATVs difficult
to see. Imagine trying to
see an ATV behind a large
pickup. And they don’t have
safety features to reduce the
consequences of higher-speed
crashes. The DNR and DPS
have pointed out to MnDOT
that AT Vs are notroad worthy
vehicles and don’t meet
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards.”

Some research sup-

ports MnDOT’s concerns. A
2013 study of seven years
of ATV crash data published
in the journal Traffic Injury
Prevention found that com-
pared with off-road ATV
use, on-road ATV users were
ten times more likely to be
involved in a vehicle-vehicle
collision, three times more
likely to suffer a severe brain
injury, and twice as likely to
have suffered major trauma.
Adult operators in on-road
crashes were also twice as

likely to test positive for
alcohol.

Despite the opposition,
Skraba expressed willingness
to work withMnDOT officials
to address safety concerns
while still supporting rural
communities that rely on
ATVs for transportation.

The committee approved
the bill, sending it to the
House Elections Finance
and Government Operations
Committee for further con-
sideration.
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Charles Richards
Charles “Chuck” Rich-
ards, 86, of Cook, and previ-
ously of Edina, died peace-
fully on Sunday, March 2,
2025, surrounded by family.
A service will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, April 26
at Meetinghouse Church
(formerly Colonial Church)
in Edina, followed by lunch
and a private burial. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks
for contributions to support
the Cook Hospital’'s WC
Heiam Medical Foundation.
Chuck was born in Jo-
liet, IIl., on Nov. 12, 1938.
He grew up in Virginia and
graduated with a Master’s
Degree in Pharmacy from
the University of Minnesota

Twin Cities. Chuck spent 37
years working at the Hen-
nepin County Medical Cen-
ter, starting as a pharmacist
and rising to the position of
Chief Operating Officer. A
few of his many accomplish-
ments included planning and
supervising the building of
the “new” hospital and the
certification of HCMC as a
Level 1 Trauma Center.

Chuck retired to the
home that he and Mary built
on Lake Vermilion in Cook.
The lake was his happy
place, where he loved be-
ing outdoors, feeding birds,
touring the lake in his boat,
pulling his grandsons on wa-
ter skis, maintaining the road
with his tractor, and meeting
people around the world on
his ham radio.

Chuck is survived and
missed by his wife of 63
years, Mary Schuler Rich-
ards; children, Nancy (Dan-
iel) Randolph and Greg
(Sandy) Richards; grand-
children, Kyle (Nicole)
Randolph, Collin Randolph,
Gavin Richards and Garrett
Richards; siblings, Marijane
(Jeff) Porupsky and Bever-
ly (Tim) Altman; and other
family and friends.

Elizabeth E. Nikkinen
Elizabeth E. Nikkin-
en, 78, of Aurora, formerly
of Virginia and Ely, passed
away on Saturday, March 8§,
2025, at Essentia Health in
Virginia. A memorial service
was held on Thursday, March
20 at the Chapel in Gethse-
mane Lutheran Church in
Virginia with Pastor Marion
Rova officiating. Honorary
pallbearers were Lori Ek-
man, Steve Ekman, Debbie
Bodine, Mark Bodine and
Mary Bodine. Burial was in
the Ely Cemetery. Arrange-
ments were with Landmark
Funeral Home in Virginia.
Elizabeth was born on
April 11, 1946, in Ely, to

Tauno and Ruth Martin Nik-
kinen and attended school
there. Elizabeth enjoyed
spending time with her fami-
ly and watching TV.

Survivors include niec-
es, Lori (Steve) Ekman of
Lakeland and Debbie Bodine
of Virginia; nephew, Mark
(Mary) Bodine of Babbitt;
cousins, Shelby Sorbye and
Darrell Nikkinen, both of
Florida, Leonard Pete of
Ely and Gail (Tom) Carlson
of Embarrass; great-nieces,
Kristina (Sean) Peyla and
family, Erika Ekman, Sa-
mantha (Luke) O’Neil, Kelly
(Jonathen) Norton and Kari
Bodine; and great-nephew,
Andrew (Tayler) Ekman.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; and sis-
ter, Paulette Bodine.

Margaret E. Gentile
Margaret Emily “Peggy”
Gentile, 81, of Cook, passed
away on Thursday, March
13, 2025. A celebration of
life will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, April 12 at First
Baptist Church in Cook. Vis-
itation will be held one hour
prior to the service at the
church. Arrangements are

with Mlaker Funeral Home
in Cook.

Dean W. Buchanan

Dean  William  Bu-
chanan, 93, of Lake Ver-
milion-Cook, passed away
peacefully on Friday, March
14, 2025, at the Cook Hos-
pital from pancreatic can-
cer. The family would like
to thank Essentia Health St.
Mary’s Hospice East Range
for their excellent care and
compassion while assisting
in his care at home. A cele-
bration of life is planned for
Saturday, May 31 at Mlaker
Funeral Home in Cook. Vis-
itation is at 10 a.m. followed
by the 11 a.m. service. A
luncheon will follow the ser-
vice at the Cook Community
Center. Memorials may be
directed to Essentia Health
St. Mary’s Hospice East
Range or the Lake Vermilion
Fire Brigade.

He is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Sandi; chil-
dren, Jodi (Jim) Smith, Chad
Buchanan and Rae Anne
(Jim) Zupetz; grandchildren,
Natalie, McKenzie, Austin,
Michael, Bo, Jack, Mitchell
and Jacie; great-granddaugh-

ter, Charlotte, and another
great-grandchild arriving in
July.

Lois Luoma Lind

Lois “Sis” Widner Luo-
ma Lind, 88, formerly of Pel-
ican River, Orr, passed away
peacefully on Thursday,
March 13, 2025, in Braden-
ton, Fla., with family by her
side. In accordance with Lo-
is’s wishes, a private service
will be held in the spring.

She is survived by her
husband, Clint Lind; chil-
dren, John (Tammy) Luoma
and Debbie (John) Novak,
both of Orr, and Connie
(Glenn) Pearson of Eveleth
and Bradenton, Fla.; grand-
children, Michael Novak of
Robbinsdale, Grant (Nicky)
of Sturgis, S.D., Brandon Lu-
oma of Britt, Terry (Kezia)
Luoma and Carah (Micah)
Lynch, both of Eveleth; step-
children; step-grandchildren;
special god-daughter, Ange-
lene (Pat) Aker of Orr; broth-
ers; sisters; a half-brother;
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and great-grandchildren.

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Spring load restrictions in place for county roads

REGIONAL- Seasonal road weight
restrictions are now in effect across St.
Louis County as spring thaw conditions
make roads more vulnerable to damage.

Restrictions for the North Zone of
Minnesota, which includes most of St.
Louis County north of U.S. Highway 2
and east of Hwy. 33, went into effect on

Monday.

Vehicles on unpaved roads are lim-
ited to five tons per axle unless other-

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Dorothy Molter
Museum Executive Director
Jess Edberg expressed dis-
may this week over the pos-
sible elimination of the fed-
eral Institute of Museum and
Library Services, or IMLS.

The Institute of Muse-
um and Library Services
provides grants and training
to museums and libraries.
Numerous museums and li-
braries in Minnesota have
benefitted from IMLS grants,
including the Minnesota His-
torical Society; the Fond du
Lac, Red Lake, White Earth

state law.

wise posted. Paved roads with restric-
tions will be posted with the maximum
axle weight. Paved roads without post-
ed limits remain at ten tons per axle.
Some essential vehicles, such as
school buses, milk transport trucks,
utility maintenance vehicles, garbage
and recycling trucks, and fuel delivery
vehicles, have special allowances under

The exact end date for spring re-

LOCAL HISTORY

Presidential order could affect local museum

Bands; and the International
Wolf Center.

The IMLS also provides
free training and resources
through webinars, videos,
in-person events, and publi-
cations on topics like online
literacy, collections manage-
ment, and emergency plan-
ning. The Dorothy Molter
Museum actively uses the
IMLS training resources for
its staff.

“I’'m grateful that our
revenue stream does not rely
on federal funding,” said Ed-
berg, “but if access to IM-
LS’s virtual training goes
away, we’ll have to pay to
replace that, so it affects us

indirectly ... There are oth-
er ways the federal cuts will
impact us through the econo-
my,” Edberg added. “Rising
cost of living and (lower)
visitation (to the museum) —
these will also affect us. It’s
hard to grasp it all. All of this
is happening all at once and
it’s overwhelming.”
President Trump issued
an executive order last Fri-
day to eliminate the IMLS
and six other federal entities
“that the President has de-
termined are unnecessary,’
ordering that these will be
“eliminated to the maximum
extent consistent with appli-
cable law, and such entities

strictions depends on weather condi-
tions and road stability, but limits are
typically lifted by May.

More details, including a coun-
ty-wide load restriction map, can be
found at stlouiscountymn.gov/roadre-
strictions or on the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation’s website at mn-
dot.gov/loadlimits.

shall reduce the performance
of their statutory functions
and associated personnel to
the minimum presence and
function required by law.”
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REGIONAL- With
property tax statements
arriving in mailboxes this
month, St. Louis County
officials are reminding res-
idents about two state pro-
grams that could provide
some financial relief.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Revenue offers two
types of property tax re-
funds for homeowners with
a homestead classification:
the regular homestead cred-
it refund and the special
homestead credit refund.

» Regular Homestead
Credit Refund — This in-
come-eligible option assists
homeowners whose prop-
erty taxes exceed a set per-
centage of their household
income. For taxes payable
in 2025, a household’s 2024
income must have been less
than $139,320 to qualify.

» Special Homestead
Credit Refund — This re-
fund is available to home-
steaders whose net proper-
ty tax has increased by 12
percent or more from the
previous year, with a mini-
mum increase of $100. The

increase cannot be due to

€

: -
MNFIRE supporting Our

Hometown Heroes
Assistance Program

County reminds homeowners of
property tax refund options

new construction. There
is no income limit for this
program, and the maximum
refund is $1,000.

Some taxpayers may
qualify for the special re-
fund even if they do not
meet the income require-
ments for the regular re-
fund.

In 2022, nearly 31
percent of homeowners in
the Arrowhead region, in-
cluding St. Louis County,
received a property tax re-
fund, according to the most
recent data available.

Applications for both
programs must be submit-
ted to the Department of
Revenue using the M1PR
form, which is available on
the department’s website.
The filing deadline for a
2025 refund is August 15,
2025.

Homeowners with de-
linquent property taxes are
not eligible for refunds.
More information is avail-
able at revenue.state.mn.us/
property-tax-refund or by
calling the Department of
Revenue at 1-800-652-
9094.

Hometown Heroes

Firefighters have our backs.

We have theirs.

We protect firefighter physical and
emotional health with no-cost programs
including mental health and wellness
services and trainings through the
Hometown Heroes Assistance Program.

ALL ACTIVE MINNESOTA
FIREFIGHTERS ARE ELIGIBLE

Learn more at mnfirehealth.org
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THE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS
SIXTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT DISTRICT
COURT PROBATE
DIVISION
Court File No.
69VI-PR-25-11

Estate of

James Floyd Saatela, aka
James F. Saatela, and as
James Saatela,

Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER

OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

OF INTESTACY,
DETERMINATION OF
HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT
OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice
is given that on April 15,
2025, at 1:30 pm, a hearing
will be held in this Court
at 300 South 5th Avenue,
Virginia, Minnesota, for the
adjudication of intestacy and
determination of heirship
of the Decedent, and for
the appointment of Michael
R. Saatela, whose address
is 8370 Tamarack Dr.,
Mountain Iron, MN, 55768
as Personal Representative
of the Estate of the Decedent
in an UNSUPERVISED
administration. Any objec-
tions to the petition must
be filed with the Court prior
to or raised at the hearing.

If proper and if no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the
Personal Representative will
be appointed with full power
to administer the Estate,
including the power to col-
lect all assets, to pay all
legal debts, claims, taxes
and expenses, to sell real
and personal property, and
to do all necessary acts for
the Estate.

Notice is also given that
(subject to  Minnesota
Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having
claims against the Estate
are required to present
the claims to the Personal
Representative or to the
Court Administrator within
four months after the date of
this Notice or the claims will
be barred.

Dated: March 6, 2025

BY THE COURT

Leslie Beiers

Judge of District Court
JENNIFER MILLER, Court
Administrator

by Stefanie Higgins as
Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
Sipila Law Office, LLC
412 1st St. S.
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney  License
024501x

Telephone: (218) 741-5000
FAX: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

No:

Published in the Timberjay,
March 14 & 21, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
CITY OF ORR
ORR, MINNESOTA
PAPI AND REIL
REPLACEMENT
General Notice
City of Orr (Owner) is
requesting Bids for the con-
struction of the following
Project:

PAPI and REIL Replacement
246006

Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will be
received at the located at
the office of the City Clerk,
4429 Highway 53, Orr, MN
55771 until Wednesday,
April 2, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.
local time. At that time, the
Bids received will be publicly
opened and read.

The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work:

Remove and replace all
existing Runway End
Identifier Light (REIL) and
Precision Approach Path
Indicator (PAPI) equipment
and associated electrical
components, including con-
structing new foundations
and site grading and res-
toration.

Bids are requested for the
following Contract: PAPI and
REIL Replacement

Proceedings of St.
Louis County Schools,
ISD 2142

MEMBERS PRESENT:Chris
Koivisto, Jarrett Bundy,
Kristin Zorn, Linsey Larson,
Lynn Hilde, Mallory Manick,
Ron Marinaro

MEMBERS ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT:

Dr. Reggie Engebritson,
Jeanne Sopp

Regular Meeting of the
School Board held at Tower-
Soudan School February 25,
2025 at 5:00 p.m. Pledge of
Allegiance.

Approved agenda with addi-
tion.

Superintendent’s Report.
Tower-Soudan School
Report.

Comments from Visitors.
Approved Consent Agenda.

Adopted Resolution
Directing Admin to Make
Recommendations
Regarding Reduction and/or
Discontinuance of Programs

and Positions.

Accepted AIPAC 2024-2025
Vote of Nonconcurrence and
Recommendations.

Hired support and coaching
staff.

Accepted retirements and
resignations.

Approved personnel correc-
tion.

Meeting adjourned at 5:41
p.m.

A full text of the minutes of
this meeting is available on
the district’s website or may
be obtained from the District
Office.

Published in the Timberjay,
March 21, 2025

Proceedings of St.
Louis County Schools,
ISD 2142

MEMBERS PRESENT:Chris
Koivisto, Jarrett Bundy,
Kristin Zorn, Linsey Larson,
Lynn Hilde, Mallory Manick,

Ron Marinaro

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None

ALSO PRESENT:

Dr. Reggie Engebritson, Kim
Johnson, Jeanne Sopp

Special Meeting of the
School Board held at the
District Office March 11,
2025 at 5:40 p.m.

Adopted  Resolution to
Expel Student “SLC/North
Woods-X2-24-25" for a
Period of Twelve Months.

Closed meeting to discuss
negotiation strategy.
Returned to open meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 6:00
p.m.

A full text of the minutes of
this meeting is available on
the district’s website or may
be obtained from the District
Office.

Published in the Timberjay,
March 21, 2025

Legal notices are online
each week timberjay.com
www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Obtaining the Bidding
Documents
Information and Bidding

Documents for the Project
can be purchased online
at: www.bollig-engineering.
com under the bidding tab
through the designated web-
site QuestCDN.com for $40.

Bidding Documents may be
downloaded from the desig-
nated website. Prospective
Bidders are urged to register
with the designated web-
site as a plan holder, even
if Bidding Documents are
obtained from a plan room
or source other than the
designated website in either
electronic or paper format.
The designated website will
be updated periodically with
addenda, lists of registered
plan holders, reports, and
other information relevant
to submitting a Bid for the
Project. All official notifica-
tions, addenda, and other
Bidding Documents will be
offered only through the
designated website. Neither
Owner nor Engineer will
be responsible for Bidding
Documents, including
addenda, if any, obtained
from sources other than the
designated website.

The lIssuing Office for the
Bidding Documents is:

Bollig Inc

1721 Technology Drive NE,
Suite 100

Willmar, MN 56201

Prospective Bidders may
obtain or examine the
Bidding Documents at the
Issuing Office on Monday
through Friday between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. and may obtain copies
of the Bidding Documents
from the Issuing Office as
described below. Bidding
Documents may also be
examined Partial sets of
Bidding Documents will not
be available from the Issuing
Office. Neither Owner nor
Engineer will be responsi-
ble for full or partial sets of
Bidding Documents, includ-
ing addenda, if any, obtained
from sources other than the
Issuing Office.

Bidding Documents may
also be examined at the Orr
City Office located at 4429
Highway 53, Orr, MN 55771,
Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8am
and 4pm.

Printed copies of the Bidding
Documents may be obtained
from the Issuing Office by
paying a deposit of $100.00
for each set. Bidders who
return full sets of the Bidding
Documents in good con-
dition within 10 days after

EMPLOYMENT

Wanted: Tractor Trailer Delivery Drivers looking for a Local Career

+ 401K with 20% match
+ Part Time available also.

CDL Class A. Year round work. Home every night.
Tractor Trailers based in these areas: Hibbing, Grand Rapids,
Virginia, Esko - and we need 4 drivers to fill them.

Min 75000 miles OTR, clean record, no accidents, safety attitude.
Tanker and Hazmat work, but we train for these.

+ Range of pay last year $65K-$95K, depending on FT hours worked.
+ Family Insurance at a reasonable co-pay. You choose the deductible.

We have not had a lay-off in last 15 years. Reason for posting: Growth
If you are a quality Class B driver living in these areas:
Ely/Babbitt, Virginia, Hibbing, Silver Bay
We have work available close to home.

Taking care or our customers is our #1 priority.
If you have that mind-set, please apply.

Contact: Krissy/recruiter at 218.741.9634 - kwarwas@eoctrimark.com

P

or our website:

Edwards Oil and Propane, 820 Hoover hd, Virginia, MN 55792

BARTENDER WANTED — COOK VFW
Flexible hours. Call the VFW

at 218-666-0500 or Shirley at
218-750-3474 32

. Very talkative
. Rosie’s target
. Next to

. Striped feline

. Military task

1

2

3

4

5

6. Lion’s group

7

8. Egypt’s city

9
10.

Youngster

. Mental well-being

. Thermometer unit G

D

Eve n EXC h a n g e by Donna Pettman

Each numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letter answers. The two answers differ from cach
other by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A from
MASTER for an 1, you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.

Fret

Danube or Thames
Inhabit R
Rome’s waterway
Keep back _
Blue ribbon, e.g.
Make-up table \
Scotland’s terrier
Pronouncement

Spicy stew

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

WORD SPIRAL

Fill in the missing letters to reveal the
nine-letter word that starts at one of the
four corners and moves clockwise around

the perimeter before ending in the center.
©2025 King Features Syndicate

153-2950

to subscribe
tothe

Timberjay!

CryptoQuote

answer

Make an empty space in
any corner of your
mind, and creativity

will instantly fill it.
— Dee Hock

SHOWFLAKES

solution

[o3\
VAR

\/e\2g5/a/
\a\/

N

" CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letier used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and eror.

Clue: H equals M
IKTDC GFOG HV YPD’Y RTLK
IPZZPRKB O X0ZCK CHPQDG
PL HPDKV LZPH HK, TY YFK

HV BKIGPZ-TD-XOR?

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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——Super Crossword ——
Answers
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Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

receipt of Bids will receive a
full refund. Non-Bidders, and
Bidders who obtain more
than one set of the Bidding
Documents, will receive a
refund of $60 for documents
returned in good condition
within the time limit indicated
above. Make deposit checks
for Bidding Documents pay-
able to Bollig inc.

Pre-bid Conference

A Pre-bid Conference will
not be held for this project.
Wage Rates

State of Minnesota and
Federal Davis-Bacon pre-
vailing wage rates apply to
this contract.

Instructions to Bidders

For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal,
qualifications, procedures,
and contract award, refer to
the Instructions to Bidders
that are included in the
Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is
issued by:

Owner: City of Orr

By: Angela Fabish
Title:  City Clerk
Date: March 7, 2025

Published in the Timberjay,
March 7, 14, 21, 2025

EMPLOYMENT

Full-Time Office Manager
Weekdays, Hours Per Week: 40
Salary Offered: $23.00 - $26.00 Hourly

Benefits: 401(k) Retirement, Health
Insurance, Holidays, Vacation

Education Required: Your actual work
experience is more important to us and
will be ranked higher than college educa-
tion with limited experience.

Experience Required: Processing pay-
roll, paying bills, billing out work, normal
small business operations.

Required Skills: Knowledge of book-
keeping through financial statements, we
use QuickBooks. Ability to work inde-
pendently of supervision. General every-
day communication skills to interact with
people. Familiarity with the construction
and logging industry is helpful, it is not a
requirement.

Louis Leustek & Sons Inc.

1715 East Sheridan Street, Ely

Phone 218-365-6161 « Fax 218-365-6985
Email : louisleustek.sons@gmail.com

Weekly SUDOKU

= NO N B

4

5|2 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

ACROSS

1 Huck's raft-
mate

4 Peeve

8 "Phooey!"

12 Docs' bloc

13 List-ending
abbr.

14

15 Dyeing vessel

16 Video-
streaming
brand

17 Radiate

18 Vulnerable

spots

Physique

Youngster

"Taste!"

Chaps

Brit. sports

cars

Stretches

(out)

Polite

address

Hawaiian

coast

33 Speck

34 Aunt, in

Mexico

Nodded off

Cyndi

Lauper's "—

Bop"

37 Tennis feat

38 Spinning
disks used
by ceramic
artists

45 Latin love

46 Authentic

21
22
23
26
27

30

31

32

35
36

Bassoon's kin

King Crossword

—_

2 I3

5 |6 |7 8 [9 |10

45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53

47 Tic-tac-toe 8 Thesaurus 31 Western
loser compiler ranges

48 Hindu royal 9 Competent 32 Swiss artist

49 Bern'sriver 10 Hammer or Paul

50 — carte sickle 34 "That'll be —

51 Journey 11 Gives a darn? day!"

52 Dance move 19 Nile wader 35 Drag

53 Tourist's 20 Sweetie 36 Vegas area
chart 23 "Dilbert" engi- 37 Cognizant

neer 38 Fraction

DOWN 24 MGM rival 39 Sharif of film

1 Coffee, slan- 25 Sitill 40 Author
gily 26 Soccer's Morrison

2 Apple since Hamm 41 Pants part
1998 27 "The 42 Physical

3 Calc. or trig Simpsons" 43 Classic Kinks

4 Red wine barkeep song

5 "— youso!" 28 Econ. statistic 44 Bath bar

6 Bogus 29 Plopped

7 Befuddle down

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investi-
gating ads placed in the classified section. If you
respond to an ad, we urge you to use the same
care and prudence that you would use when con-
ducting business in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage
Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower
218-749-0751

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in  person
meetings, Wednesdays &
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at
First Lutheran Church, 915 E
Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP-
meets the second Friday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the
Babbitt Municipal Building,
senior room. Open to all. For
information contact Mary at
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every
Monday at 4:45 p.m. at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon
Family Group is a communi-
ty-based mutual support pro-
gram for the friends and fam-
ilies of alcoholics. It is confi-
dential and open to anyone
affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran
Church in Embarrass hosts
an Al-Anon group on Monday
evenings at 6 p.m. 218-984-
2037.

AA MEETING IN COOK-
Sunday Night Big Book Group
meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE,
Cook, at 7:00 pm Sunday.
For information call 218-666-
2820 or 218-780-7670.

HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA-  Open Monday-
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -5 p.m.
Evenings by appointment.
218-666-5594. tfn

PET CREMATION

Go online to
VermilionPetCremation.com
or call 218-780-8069 for pet
cremation details and rates.

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic
canoe into cash. Call Steve at
365-6745. tfn

Try out the Timberjay classifieds

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum. Classified ads

We now accept payment by Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover.

Call your ad in to 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by

the “inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.
Call Today - 218-753-2950

r
1
1
[
:
: can be run a second time at half price (private parties only).
I
1
I
I
1
1

MARINE

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

© YAMAHA

[l MERCURY |
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine

Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

AL-ANON  MEETING IN
COOK - Ashawa Al-Anon
Family Group meets at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 231 2nd
St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. This meeting is for
families and friends of alco-
holics.

AA  OPEN  MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church, Acacia Blvd. and
Central Drive in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday
at noon at Ledgerock
Community Church, 1515 E
Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE
A PROBLEM WITH DRUGS,
give yourself a break. There
is a way out with the help of
other recovering addicts in
Narcotics Anonymous. We
have been there. For meet-
ing or other information call
218-728-3199.  (Narcotics
Anonymous is a non-profit
organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential
compassionate local support
call the Rural AIDS Action
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS- East Range
meetings and information,
call 218-749-3387 or www.
district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

— King Crossword —

Answers

Solution time: 21 mins.

SCRAMBLERS
solution
1.Leap 2.Scorn;
3. Extent; 4. Solve

Today’s Word
TAXES

CryptoQuip
answer
Being that my son’s wife
borrowed a large amount
of money from me, is she
my debtor-in-law?

Even Exchange
answers

Pride, Prize
Sanity, Vanty

Wordy, Worry 6.
Rivet, River 7
8

Beside, Reside Cairo, Caim

©

Tiger. Tiber
Detail, Detain 10.

Word Spiral
Answer

Degres, Decree
Child, Chili

RPN

QUADRANTS
Go Figurel

answers

EOAT WORKS

[F)
LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

Winter Hours Start Nov. 1:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun: Closed

pEncur JUNID aRES
Storage * Complete Service + Sales

Since 1926

Handbergs }

MARINA

& GENEm STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage

< QOYAMAHA MERCURY -

218-993-2214 + handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Your local govrce for news,
music and entertainment!

91.7fm - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemidji
89.9im - Brainerd

kaxe.org

your patio into an

o Instant shade—at the
touch of a button.

© Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends. /{8

o Upto 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

/
Call1-866-768-0019 now to

SAVE $350 TODAY!

215 4

SAVE $350 when you transform
outdoor oasis.

i A

L1

America's #1 Awning!

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

FMAIL, KAI

N

FKYD KA DFBPN HBKJD MA
KAN JWLADL WX NWVL

JLDKPMCMPN

QMSS MAHPKAPSN XMSS MP.

— IDD EWJY

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Super Crossword —cross worps
ACROSS 47 Get older 89 An ex-Trump 129 What nine 36 Dutch artist 78 Musical finale
1 Swing by 50 Give off 92 Fix typos, say key words in Jan 79 Somewhat
6 Sop up 51 Shaggy’s 93 Plus more: this puzzle 38 — -Cat 80 Act of liturgy
12 Fez or beret nickname for Abbr. are syn- 39 From —Z 82 Film units
i 15 General — 94 $5 bills, onyms of 40 Lettuce type 83 Uses a
by Japheth nght chicken 52 Pollen lover in slang 42 Option list trowel
There are 13 black hexagons in the 19 Preface 53 Actress 96 Intense DOWN 43 East Asian 85 Noodles in
20 “Hello” singer controversy 1 Panorama nanny peanut sauce
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6 Lionel 54“Life Is Good” 99 “That doesnt 2 Entomb 44 Platter 90 Battle (for)
around each of them. No number can 21 Santa — ring —’ 3 Navigate 45 — Lodge 91 Additionally
be repeated in any partial hexagon winds 55 Letter 101 Regressed 4 A Gershwin (motel chain) 92 Israel’'s Abba
22 Eight, in after pi 102 — -la-la brother 46 Actor Harvey 94 Vast stretch
shape along the border of the puzzle. Berlin 56 212 degrees 103 Group of 5Male tabby 48 Heredity unit 95 Large tuna
23 Alternative to Fahrenheit, warriors in 6Eveof old TV 49 Wolfs down 96 Wild rants
potstickers for water “Kung Fu 7—one’stime 52 Malaise, 97 Gorilla, e.g.
26 Trevi 61 “Yup” Panda” 8 Missile in the with “the” 98 Historic time
Fountain city 63 Big Apple 106 Church part Gulf War 53 Horse colors 100 Olympic
27 Golf prop sch. forthe clergy 9 “Heavens!” 55 Little — (the swimmer
28 Requiring lots 66 Alpha Sig, 110 Chant 10 Shred Ocean State) Matt
of attention eg. 111 Boxing great 11 — Stakes 57 Proposal 101 Actress
29 L-P linkup 67 Speaks from 112 Flummoxed (horse race) 58 Original NYC Taylor
30 “— Up My asoapbox 115 Suffix with 12 Kayak cousin subway line 103 Grazing land
Heart” (1997 68 Right after Motor 13 “Gemini Man” 59 State exec. 104 De-knot
*NSYNC being baked 116 British director Lee 60 Before 105 Renowned
song) 72 Fake: Prefix prep school 14 Grazing land surgery, 106 Asteroid
32 Call before 75 Stalagmite 117 Oxidizer in 15 “Proud Mary” in brief found in 1801
the court site liquid rocket star — P. 62 “Star Trek” 107 Chocolate
35 Touchy topic 76 Camera type, propellants Henson lieutenant drink
37 Skit-filled 122 Swedish 16 Makes the 64 Agave plants 108 T-man Ness
NBC show, 77 Acting soprano Billboard 65 Salt Lake City 109 Big dipper
in brief Jenny Top 40, e.g. native 112 Comic
38 Texas- 81 Brand of 123 '50s prez 17 Of a resis- 69 Additionally Meara
Louisiana 124 — Mae tance unit 70 Fertilizable 113 Rake prong
border river 84 Google Play (HUD corp.) 18 Artery insert gametes 114 Mix, as paint
. 41 Three, 125 Yo-yo part 24 Like Brits 71 Chimp’s kin -~ 118 Luau guitar,
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK" ’ in Paris 86 Tokyo sash 126 Lucy’s guy 25 Pertainingto 72 Book for short
. . 42 H.G. Wells’ 87 Prefix with 127 Toon 31 Black, to Poe division 119 Martini liquor
‘ Easy “ Medium “‘ Difiout Doctor byte or ton Flanders 33 Aide: Abbr. 73 Vexed state 120 Longtime
9005 King Fectures S| Moreau, e.g. 88 Suffix with 128 Villains’ 34US. “Ld” 74 Dairy case CBS series
11g Fealies oynd. nc. 46 Penetrating looks 35 Female sib containers 121 30-day mo.
1 2 13 |4 |5 7 18 (9 |10 (|11 12 (13 |14 15 |16 [17 |18
/ CryptoQuote ) @ 7 7
. AXYDLBAAXR 23 25 26
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, 27 .30 31
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different. 2 35

4
47
f
59 |60

§
71

‘pantesal s1ybu ||V "ou| ‘@1edIpuAg seiniee Buy 2020

72 (73 |74 .77 78 [79 (80
81 85 86

I,

98
102
107 [108

110 _-115
116 120 [121
122 124 125
126 128 I129
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<o NOTICE to our CUSTOMERS VERMILION TREE
OF RS DS Joshua Hasbrook-Owner
N WE WILL BE CLOSED 218-780-1572
Auto Glass ® Serving Northeastern MN « TREE REMOVAL * LAND CLEARING
Repair / Replacement / ADAS Recalibrations MARC H 21 -30 . :ﬁaﬁngcl)“gMING . I?{Elbjlgl-\y:fBRls
Local technician serving the Tower area for over 5 years
: : i R 3 RE-OPENING ON MARCH 31. 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
yan Scharber-Owner/Technician — -
Upnorthautoglass@gmail.com ¢ 218-504-9181 o o2 0P SHopng Dop O www.vermiliontreeservice.com
N N . VERMILION LUMBER
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24 Hour -
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Emergency Installations, Inspections Whether You live
Service and Repair ¢ !
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom

and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.
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Call (844) 978-0683

“I'd like to invest some money in TODAY'S WORD

I hear they're going up ”
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