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GIFT FOR EYERYONE ON YOUR 1131

You won'’t find a larger selection of Milwaukee® Tools on the
Iron Range. Shop our aisles of “Milwaukee Red” for the holiday
season, including plenty of battery-operated Milwaukee® Heated
Gear.

Our four-generation, family-owned and-operated Iron Range
business is stocked up with ‘everything Milwaukee’ -- just in time
for the gift-giving season.

Shop small. Shop local. 804 North 6th Avenue | Virginia




Want to help your community?

COMMENTARY

Then shop locally-owned this holiday season...

very year, we make the case on
Ethis page for our readers to shop

locally. That’s always an import-
ant message, and this year is no excep-
tion.

As we head into the holidays this year,
our local retailers continue to face tre-
mendous uncertainty about the direction
of the economy, as well as the continuing
pressure from big box stores and the giant
online retailers.

The decisions we all make on how and
where to spend our holiday dollars will
determine the futures of many of our
community-minded local businesspeople.
With that in mind, we urge everyone to
make their purchases with the interests of
their community in mind.

Before heading to a Walmart or Tar-
get, or clicking on Amazon this holiday
season, take a few moments to think
about how your local retailers can meet
your needs. They often provide some-
thing that’s unique, as opposed to the
mass merchandizing of the big retailers.

And many locally-owned retailers in
our region have excellent websites, which
can make your shopping experience easy
and fun. You can shop locally and shop
online at the same time.

Before you purchase from one of the
big online retailers, ask yourself how
much they contribute to your community.
Do they build new stores that provide
construction jobs for your neighbors? Do
they maintain facilities that pay property
taxes in your community? Do they hire
local residents, providing wages that cir-

e Garland, Spruce Tops
* Pet Toys, Treats & Food

Christmas Trees

510 10ft
Wreaths

ELYEQu

plain or decorated
will do special orders

=i 365-6555 « 45 W. Camp Street Ely + Open M-Sat: 9-5:30
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culate in your town? Do they contribute
to your hometown sports teams or other
local fundraising efforts?

If the answer to these questions is no,
then why would you send your dollars to
a company that doesn’t return the favor?

For those who still enjoy shopping in-
store, our smaller, locally-owned retailers
are always your best bet. In many cases,
the owners or employees there are friends
and neighbors and they’re going to go out
of their way to make your shopping expe-
rience a good one. In many cases, they'll
be happy to special order just the right
gift for that special someone.

More importantly, the dollars we spend
at our locally-owned shops make a differ-
ence in our communities. Main Streets
struggle as retail dollars that used to be
spent in locally-owned shops, restaurants,
and other businesses are increasingly
ending up in the pockets of huge chain
or online retailers. While big box retail-
ers do at least provide a few jobs locally,
they don’t provide the same community
impact as retailers with local ownership.
What’s more, numerous studies have
shown that these big chain retailers often
displace as many jobs as they create. They
also bring with them new demands on
community infrastructure and a variety of
other public services, that local property
owners must pay for.

Big chain retailers don’t spend much
in the local economy. When they build
a new store, they don’t employ local ar-
chitects or planners, since each store is
essentially a clone of all the others. They
use national suppliers for the building

- Gift items wmade by local artisans

515 Main St., Tower, MN * 212-735-3828
Y Hours: Wed-Fril 10-5; Sat 10-2
: Pikeriverproducts.com

materi-
als they
use in construction and for the products
they eventually sell. They don’t use the
local ad agency, or the insurance broker
on Main Street. They don’t use a local
accountant and they rarely advertise in
local newspapers.

Locally-owned businesses do all of
these things, and because they do, the
money you spend with a local merchant
works its way throughout the area econ-
omy, creating a “multiplier effect” that
benefits all of us.

When we shop online or at big chain
retailers, we also contribute to the loss
of local identity. The big box stores and
big chain restaurants all look and feel the
same wherever you travel. It’s local busi-
nesses that provide our communities with
their unique flavor.

All of which makes our point. Our lo-
cally-owned small businesses contribute
to the character and the economic vitality
and diversity of our communities and our
local economy. They absolutely deserve
our support.

In the past, we've highlighted that
point by stressing special events, like
Small Business Saturday, set this year
for Nov. 30. While it’s good to focus on
our small, locally-owned businesses on a
special day, we’d like to encourage every-
one to make a commitment to an entire
holiday season focused on small business.
They make a difference and we can, too,
when we spend our money where it mat-
ters!

also avatlable



Special area events this holidasr season

Details for many of our area’s
traditional holiday events were not

finalized by our press time, so please
check the Timberjay for the most
up-to-date information.

ELY - Thursday, Nov. 28: Join the
Ely Folk School on Thanksgiving for a
community potluck at 11 a.m. or 4 p.m.
(Two different times to accommodate
demand). This annual tradition is a great
way to celebrate the community-centric
day, even if you do not have holiday tra-
ditions in Ely yet. We would love for you
to bring something to share, though it
is not required. 209 E Sheridan St., Ely.
218-235-0138.

Holiday
cvents

COOK- Thursday, Nov. 28: 38th
annual Thanksgiving dinner at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church from noon - 2
p-m. For the homebound in the Cook
area who would like a meal delivered
contact Robyn at 952-412-0576 in ad-

vance (please do not wait until Thanks-

giving Day). 124 5th St. SE, Cook.

SOUDAN - Thursday, Nov. 28:
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Community
Thanksgiving dinner from 2 — 6 p.m., eat
in or take out, RSVP’s appreciated. No
charge but donations can be made to the
Tower Area Food Shelf. 36 Church St.,

Soudan.

ELY- Friday, Nov. 29: Small Town
Christmas. Shop Local and Shop Small

ey

Businesses! Friday after Thanksgiving
Nov. 29 through Sunday Dec. 1. Ely is
known for it’s northern flare and vibe of
locally made artisanal crafts and unique
products. Everything from locally made
products to stores filled with North-
woods-style gifts, clothing, outdoor gear,
artwork, and artist-made goods.

TOWER- Saturday, Nov. 30: Small
Business Saturday presented by the
Tower-Soudan Area Events Board.
Local businesses will feature sales on
products and services. Raffles, a possible
visit by Santa, and other events are being
planned so watch for more information.

COOK- Friday, Dec. 6: Fifth an-

nual dinner theatre, “A Castaway Island

Shop
&."’*
F

Tons of great
gift-giving ideas!
Cooking, Baking,

Decorations,

Jewelry, Sauna,
We have it all!

O Irma’s

In-Store or Online
www.irmasfinlandhouse.com
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“Time to Refresh, Rejuvenate & Relax”

/). HARBOR VIEW
{/ MEDSPA K
¢ BOUTIQUE

BEAUTY

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS!
SIGN UP FOR ONLY $99/MO.

~ Gift Certificates ~

=

~FINLAND HOUSE

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM
625 9th Street North ¢ Northgate Plaza ¢ Virginia, MN « 741-0204

Business Hours: Tues-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-4
Call or book online
See our full list of services at harborviewspa.com
218-343-9563 « 615 Main St, Suite 102-104 « Tower, MN
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Holiday

cvents
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.~ Christmas” at 6 p.m. at the Evangelical Covenant
© Church. Great food and fun, price per seat will be a
. generous freewill donation with all proceeds going to

+ the Cook Area Food Shelf. Call 218-666-5892 for

reservations.

‘ - COOK- Friday, Dec. 6: Virgie Hegg Hospice
- Partners Lights of Love Tree Lighting ceremony and
carols at 6 p.m. at the city gazebo.

VIRGINIA- Friday, Dec. 6: Choralaires Holiday
Concert at 7 p.m. at Gethsemane Lutheran Church,
901 4th St. S. A freewill offering will be collected
to support local churches, community projects, and
music needs.

ELY- Friday, Dec. 6: Ely Folk School Holiday
Arts Market and Carols, 4-6 p.m., in partnership
I with the Northern Lakes Arts Association. Support
local artists, artisans, and culinary talents. There will
be a youth craft table, fresh baked treats, and a variety of
beverages. The event is free and open to all but contribu-
tions are welcome. 209 E. Sheridan St. 218-235-0138.

(Y "\ Barb Hegg

ity Associate Broker, GRI
VERMILION o
barb@vermilionland.com

Office: 218-666-6183 + Home Office: 218-666-0144
Mobile: 218-742-2369
PO Box 518, 210 S. Highway 53, Cook, MN 55723

VI VIEICYIENC YIS
Happy Holidays to All!
Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year!

“I found Barb to be a well-informed real estate agent who

| offered sound advice, helped with the details and sold my

property quickly. She was highly recommended to me
and I would highly recommend her to others.”

CONTACT BARB

for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
218-742-2369 or

barb@vermilionland.com

1]
Barb was very professional and attentive;
we’d recommend her to anyone.” client
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Holiday

cvents

ELY- Friday, Dec. 6: Shine Bright
Ely! Ely businesses are busy decorating
their storefronts and windows for our 4th
annual Shine Bright Ely holiday lights
event starting on Friday evening and
running through the end of December.
Kick-off the holidays with a walk or drive
and view the festive lights. Visit partici-
pating businesses and enjoy their holiday
decorations, maps available at Ely Cham-
ber of Commerce, ely.org.

ORR- Saturday, Dec. 7: Orr Snow
City Christmas Festival and Craft Show,
7 a.m. - 7 p.m. at the Orr American Le-
gion. Pancake breakfast to benefit the
Orr Fire Department, lunch by Sugarli-
cious Cheesecakes & More, Santa, parade
at noon, bean bag tournament, dinner,
and live music. Visit the Orr Snow City
Facebook page for more details.

COOK- Saturday, Dec. 7: Com-
munity Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
from 4 - 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran
Church. Take out meals available, no
delivery. Net proceeds will be donated to
the Cook Flood Survivor/Preparedness
Fund and the Church Parsonage Repair
Fund. 231 2nd St. SE. 218-666-5965.

TOWER- Saturday, Dec. 7: Christ-
mas Craft Show, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the
Herb Lamppa Civic Center in Tower.

ORR- Saturday, Dec. 7: Virgie Hegg
Hospice Partners Lights of Love Tree
Lighting ceremony and carols at 6:30
p-m. at the Orr Center.

ELY- Saturday, Dec. 7: Ely Commu-
nity Choir Cantata “Love is Born” at 7
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church,
226 E. Harvey St., Ely.

EMBARRASS- Saturday, Dec. 7:
Holiday Boutique and Pancake Breakfast
at Timber Hall, 8-11 a.m. Toy drive and
special holiday guest, bring the kids!

VIRGINIA- Saturday, Dec. 7: A
Merry TubaChristmas Concert at 1 p.m.
at Rock Ridge High School, 1403 Prog-
ress Pkwy. Admission is free, but in the
spirit of the holiday season, a free will
donation of cash or a non-perishable food

item will be donated to the Quad Cities
Food Shelf.

ELY- Saturday, Dec. 7: Mrs. Claus
Party, 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. at Grand Ely
Lodge. Kids can meet Mrs. Claus and
participate in various activities. More de-
tails available at ely.org.

COOK- Sunday, Dec. 8: Santa’s
Workshop presented by Cook Friends of
the Parks, 3-5 p.m., at the Cook Com-
munity Center. Santa, sleigh rides with
horses, treats, activities/games, crafts-
to-go, and free picture with Santa by
Connie Stone Photography. Supported
by donations from generous area organi-

zations. 510 Gopher Dr.

VIRGINIA- Sunday, Dec. 8:
Choralaires Holiday Concert at 2 p.m. at
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1111 8th
St. S. A freewill offering will be collected
to support local churches, community
projects, and music needs.

EVELETH- Thursday, Dec. 12:
Mesabi Communtiy Band presents A
Holiday Concert, from 7-8 p.m. at the
Eveleth Auditorium, 413 Pierce St. Ad-
mission is a free will offering that will
help cover band expenses.

EMBARRASS- Thursday, Friday &
Saturday, Dec. 12-14: A Scandinavian
Christmas at the Nelimark Homestead,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. all three days. Hand-
crafted and ethnic gifts, baked goods,
coffee and conversation. 4839 Salo Rd.

SERVING THE IRON RANGE FOR 95 YEARS

HWY 53, EVELETH | 218- 744-4821

I.UNDGRENFORD COM
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ELY- Thursday, Dec. 12-Saturday,
Dec. 21: “Elf: The Musical” presented
by Northern Lakes Arts Association
as part of the 2024 Broadway in the
Boundary Waters. Performances at MIN
North College-Vermilion Fine Arts
Theater, 1900 E. Camp St. Performance
dates, show times, and tickets available
onling at northernlakesarts.org.

COOK- Friday, Dec. 13: North
Woods Elementary Concert at 1:30 p.m.
10248 Olson Rd.

BABBITT- Saturday, Dec. 14:
Hayride with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
4-8 p.m., Babbitt Municipal Building.
Caroling, hot dogs, cocoa. This is a free
event but donations are appreciated.

ELY- Saturday, Dec. 14: Ely Folk
School Holiday Party, Semer’s Park, 3-5

el g™ grarts rom B Mt Stily
oo ety e s s el P fard

p.m. Free outdoor community gathering
- dog sled rides, bonfire, Ojibwe snow
snakes (game) demonstrations, winter
bowling and more. Glégg, hot cocoa
and snacks provided. More info at lucy@
elyfolkschool.org or 218-235-0138.

EMBARRASS- Saturday, Dec. 14:
Ice candle lighting at the Embarrass
Cemetery. Holiday gathering follows at
Embarrass Town Hall, 4-6 p.m. with
coffee and light lunch, crafts, and good-
ies for the children.

TOWER- Sunday, Dec. 15:
Tower-Soudan Area Singers Christmas
Concert, 2 p.m. in the school gym.

ELY- Wednesday, Dec. 18: Ely Mid-
dle School and high School Band/Choir
Hoilday Concert. 7 p.m. in Washington
Auditorium, 600 E. Harvey St.

X<m

A

Open year ‘round ¢ Call for hours ¢ 218-753-3422

ELY- Thursday, Dec. 19: Ely
Elementary School Holiday Concert,
1:15 p.m. in Washington Auditorium.

ELY- Thursday, Dec. 19: Come fill
your cookie jar with a variety of cook-
ies this winter! Bring your best holiday
cookies and join the Ely Folk School for
a Christmas cookie swap from 4-6 p.m.

COOK- Thursday, Dec. 19: North
Woods School Winter Band and Choir
Concert, at 6 p.m. 10248 Olson Rd.

TOWER- Thursday, Dec. 19:
Tower- Soudan Elementary School
Winter Music Concert, 1:30 p.m. in the
Tower School gymnasium.

COOK- Tuesday, Dec. 19- North

Woods winter band concert, 7 p.m.

~ SHOP MAIN STREET « TOWER =

88 ybetcha Antiques
& Uniques
601 Main St, Tower

Uffda Thrifts 8
& Gifts

603 Main St, Tower

Shop small all weekend-We pay your sales tax!

November 29, 30 & December 1
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December 6,7,8

Annual Christmas Sale

THE NEW KUUMA
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AVAILABLE NOW!

CHECK T OUT AT LAMPPAKUUMA.COM
HANDCRAFTED IN TOWER,MN




When kindness
pays dividends

on the purchase
of any 12"

Zup’s Frozen Pizza

AVE $1 G &S,

on the purchase
of any 1 Ib. Zup’s
Homemade Sausage ,

One Coupon Per Customer * Coupon expires Dec. 31, 2024
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n a season of giving, it’s
I sometimes worthwhile

to reflect on how our
kindnesses can sometimes be
repaid many times over. An
interesting example of this
can be pulled from the his-
tory of Tower and an indi-
vidual who went on to serve
as the city’s mayor and one
of its leading benefactors.

Martin Gundersen, who
arrived in Tower in the early
1900s, was just getting his
start in the logging busi-
ness when Christmas rolled
around and he lacked the
funds to pay his workers.

He was in the process of
selling the timber that would
generate his payroll, but
with Christmas approaching
he wanted to be sure his
workers were paid in ad-
vance.

Mr. Gundersen had come
to Tower on the recommen-
dation of two uncles, who
had arrived in the would-be
boomtown right around

AILINGS

& Furniture, nc

Log Railings & Stairs
Log Furniture: Chairs,

the turn of the century. His
uncle Nels Lee had owned
a meat market in town and
when Gundersen found
himself short of cash to
make his holiday payroll, he
turned to Nels for a loan.

As the two men discussed
Gundersen’s request, their
conversation was overheard
by Jacob Skala, who was the
owner of Skala’s Bar, then
a popular watering hole on
Tower’s Main Street. When
it became clear that the two
men together lacked the
tunds to pay Gundersen’s
workers, Skala offered to
help.

“How much do you need?”
he asked, according to the
recollections of Gundersen’s
late son Gilbert. Gundersen
told him, and Skala went to
his cash box and loaned the
funds to Gundersen on the
spot. It was a gentleman’s
agreement, a loan made on
a handshake and nothing
more.

Tables, Futons, Dressers
Cabin Décor & Area Rugs V=
Cedar Log Materials |
Fireplaces -
Cedar Picnic Tables
Cedar Log Swings
Mattresses

Happy HolldaysI

10% ort Storewide!

excluding already
marked down items

Winter Hours: 9 AM-5 PM www.rusticz:ébinshop.com
3393 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 55771 + 218.757.3329




Facing page: A view of Skala’s Bar
circa 1940s.

Right: A re-election card provides
one of the clearest surviving images
of Martin Gundersen.

It was the kind of generosity that made
an impression on the young Gunder-
sen, particularly since he hadn’t been
one of Skala’s customers.

Gundersen, of course, repaid the
sum as soon as he was able and his son
Gilbert recalled that the faith and trust
that Mr. Skala had placed in his father
had left him with fond feelings toward
both Skala and the community.

Those good feelings turned to good
deeds and over the years, Gundersen
repaid the community many times
over. As his logging business thrived,
Gundersen took on a major role as a
Tower booster, eventually serving as a
popular mayor, a member of the local
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Sehood Flectivn, July 15, 1930

Proceeds from the sale
of the land became the
corpus of the city’s Gun-
dersen Trust, which was
created to provide a per-

Martin Gunderson

petual source of revenue

X
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school board, and part-owner and su-
perintendent of the box factory that
operated for many years on Pike Bay’s
Mill Point. But perhaps his biggest
legacy in the community was his dona-
tion of thousands of acres of forestland
that he had acquired during his years in
the logging business.

Opver the years, Gundersen’s legacy
generated hundreds of thousands of
dollars in revenue to the city of Tower
from the sale of both land and timber.

UuxkLUKs For CHrisTMAS!H]
Give THEM THE GIFT OF

WARM FEET!!

¥ Fittings & Sales at our Factory b APPointment
‘ Call 218-365-66%4 « mukluks.com

The Warmest Winter Boots Are Made In El}j, Minncamtai! . -

Director for Three Years

widliem [uom School, 4 4o B [ m,

to fund city operations
as well as community

School Dhise. No, © groups‘
. The trust, which had
recently grown to about
Polls Openi—Toswer High School, 2 e B30 5, wie; Sowd M
Schaal, 2 1o 530 p, s Emst Listle Fork Scheol, 4 ..:“t; $1 mlu10n> was trans-

ferred earlier this year

to the Duluth-Superior
Community Foundation, which is now
managing the fund for the city and it
is expected to generate about $40,000-
$45,000 annually for the city.

Quite a return on Mr. Skala’s invest-
ment in the young Martin Gundersen.
Editor’s note: These recollections were
gathered by the late Elton Olson, a long-
time Tower resident and former member

of the Tower City Council.
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On a budgget

Making holiday dinners more affordable

‘ ‘ at, drink and be merry”
is a familiar refrain come
the holiday season. Host-
ing a holiday dinner is a

great way to welcome family and friends
and encourage them to embrace the fes-
tive nature of the season. However, the
high cost of foods and other essentials
may have certain holiday hosts rethink-
ing their menus and their guest lists this
year.

Stretching holiday entertaining dollars
comes down to being savvy. With that
in mind, hosts can consider these meal
modification strategies this holiday sea-
son.

* Replace a high-cost protein with a
more affordable alternative. Sometimes
a holiday meal calls for pulling out all of
the stops, and that may mean spending
more on a special main dish. Rather
than a luxury like beef tenderloin or
prime rib roast, consider a less expensive
dish, such as a pork tenderloin, roasted
chicken or even seafood.

* Add extra side dishes. Incorporate
an inexpensive item like rice, beans or an
extra vegetable side dish into the meal so
that plates can be filled with the less ex-
pensive foods and fewer high-cost items.

* Shop the sales. Plan meals around
a supermarket circular. While you may
have had one holiday dinner idea in
mind, once you see what the stores are
putting on sale you can stock up on
those items and build the dinner around
them. If you find a good deal several

mE g -
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Above: Stretching holiday
entertaining dollars comes down

to being savvy. With that in

mind, hosts can consider these
meal modification strategies this
holiday season.

weeks away from the holidays, buy the
items and freeze them until they’re
needed.

* Buy generic or store brands. Chances
are no one will notice if you use generic
or store brand ingredients, which can be
considerably cheaper than their brand-
name counterparts. Many are even
manufactured in the same facilities that
produce the name brand stuff.

L

* Make an affordable drink. Alcohol
costs can add up when you try to cater to
everyone’s tastes and preferences. Make
one or two bulk drinks, like a holiday
punch or signature cocktail, so you can
keep alcohol costs in check.

* Stretch the snacks. Instead of a
charcuterie board filled with expensive
cheeses and meats, opt for dips and
raw vegetables or a low-cost cheese ball
made with cream cheese and herbs with
crackers. Keep snacks to a minimum;
otherwise, guests may fill up and then
not have room for dinner.

Holiday hosts can embrace various
strategies to save money on family meals
this season.

%\IORTH STAR

CREDIT UNION

MOI/Q@ yObﬁ"

USING YOUR HOME'S EQUITY

Holiday Dreams Come True

North Star Dream Team

Contact us today: 218-666-4026

FI"OVVI HOMF
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Ladie’s Nights

SAVE THE DATE!

TUESDAY, DEC. 3 & 10
3-7Tish PM

FREE GIFT with $25 Purchase

BOGO Offers ")
Special
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- Get creative _

he end of the year is upon us and that often involves GOOdles a CIder
decorating a home in its holiday finest. a" MO nfh
Everyone has a different vision of a well-appointed

oliday home, but there’s always room to make things
holiday h but there’s alway: to make thing
more unique and creative. These ideas can add a little extra to

holiday displays.
* Decorate other rooms H O LI DAY H O U RS
Who says holiday decorating is exclusive to living and dining Mon-Sat 10ish-3ish and a|ways
areas? Think about decorating unexpected places, like swapping happy to open by appointment

out everyday towels and shower curtains with something festive.

Swags of greenery wrapped in lights can be added to bed frames. 303 Main St., Tower, MN 55790
SRe gt the s ciati NordicHomeNorth.com « 612-280-9195

Identify a color theme and then showcase it with ornaments.
Think about matching the ornaments to the presents wrapped

A North Country Christmas * Nov. 29, 2024 | 11



under the tree as well. Purchase white
package paper and color or paint the
paper to be the same hues as the orna-
ments on the tree boughs.

*It’s hip to be square

While round wreaths are traditional,
make your own wreaths in a different
geometric shape by using wire or another
material as the frame. Square wreaths may
be unexpected, and you also can turn the
square on its side for a diamond shape.

*Add a spot of color

Certain holidays are known for their
particular color palettes, such as red and
green for Christmas. But you also can do
something unexpected. Whether using a
lighter shade of the same color family or
adding an accent color like purple or blue,
you can change things up in a creative way.

*Make an unexpected bouquet

Swap flowers for pine cones, berries and
greenery in unique vessels. For example,
arrange your centerpiece in a tall fountain
glass or even a cocktail shaker.

*Try a different accent tree

Use a styrofoam cone as the base of a
tree for a centerpiece or sideboard. Attach
poinsettia branches for a vibrant red tree,
or stacked lemons or oranges filled with
greenery for a fresh-smelling citrus creation.

*Mix and match

When it comes to a holiday table, mix
and match table settings for an eclectic
tableau.

*Shift into neutral

Instead of a large holiday display in fa-
miliar colors, rely on neutral, wintry tones
that will blend in with the home but add
a festive touch. Natural wood, whites and
creams, and muted greens can fill spaces.

Above: Here in the North

Country, items from nature can be

used to create pleasing decor.

Unique holiday decorations and
schemes can be a great way to add new
life to a home this December.

Welcome to the Vermilion Park Inn

7" » Party and Classroom have new bright lighting.
¢ There is a small food service kitchen, restroom
and chair-lift for your convenience on our lower level.

* Upper levels provide 12 sleeping rooms with private
or shared baths.

A

Please inquire about our SPECIAL GROUP RATES!

BOOK ONLINE AT: Vermilionparkinn.com
218-753-2333 » 30 Center Street, Soudan MN 55782

Haven for Winter Outdoor Enthusiasts!
Snowmabiling, lce Fishing, Snowshoeing
Downbhill & Cross-Country Skiing & More!
Mear Snowmabile Trail System
Close to Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Offering Affordable Rates, Comfortable
and Cozy Rooms with Continental Brealkfast
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Try holiday bazaars for umque glfts

here is no shortage of options to

find every item on your holiday

shopping list. Shopping malls,
online retailers and mom and pop stores
along Main Street can be great spots to
grab holiday deals, but shoppers also can
find great gifts at holiday fairs and ba-
zZaars.

Bazaars are found all over the world,
but are notable to Middle Eastern and
Asian countries. Bazaars are marketplaces
that feature several small shops or ven-
dor stalls. In some countries, bazaars are
outdoors and covered by tents, while in
others they feature several stalls set up in
large rooms.

Holiday bazaars often pop up during
the holiday season and mimic interna-
tional marketplaces. They may be hosted
by cities or towns, schools or places of
worship. Sometimes they are fundraising
opportunities, with nonprofit organiza-
tions charging a stall- or table-renting
fee for bazaar participants. Holiday fairs
and bazaars often bring together an array
of different retailers, many of whom are
small businesses selling interesting wares.

Shoppers should take advantage of
every opportunity to visit these holiday
bazaars because they will only be around
for a short time. Here’s a look at some of
the benefits of bazaar shopping for the
holidays.

* Patronize small businesses. Holiday
bazaars often bring together small busi-
nesses that may not normally have store-
fronts. This allows shoppers to meet the

individuals behind businesses they already
patronize or discover new firms they were
previously unacquainted with.

* Shop unique wares. Holiday bazaars
may showcase items not easily found
elsewhere, from handcrafted jewelry to
unique soaps to custom woodworking
items.

* Develop new relationships. Shopping
at holiday bazaars enables you to meet
and interact with new people. This can
expand your social circles and may even
expand your professional network.

* Enjoy the shopping experience.
Shopping away from the bustle of larger,
busier retail stores gives you a break from
the harried shopping experience many

experience during the holiday season.
Rather, holiday fairs and bazaars typically
are less crowded and engage at a slower
pace. Plus, they may have a more home-
spun decorating design that can have you
feeling like you're shopping in a Christ-
mas village.

* Take advantage of food vendors.
Food vendors likely will be mixed within
the offerings of the holiday bazaar. That
gives you opportunity to take the day off
from cooking and enjoy some savory and
sweet bites while grabbing gifts.

Holiday shopping bazaars are great
places to shop for the holidays.

NORTHERN COMFORT
COMPANY

“Stop & See What's NEW!”

Furniture, Décor
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Cook, MN 55723
218.666.9891

LUNCH~DINNER

Full Bar featuring MN Spirits~Beers~Wine

Gift Cards Available
~Open year round~

145 E. Sheridan St. Ely, MN « 218-365-4855
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Easy do- 1t—yourself crafts for kids

aper lunch bags, pine cones, mark-
Pers and paints. Things you most

likely have sitting around at home
(or outside in the yard) can make adorable
holiday decorations
that are also kid-
friendly craft ideas.

Paper bag advent
calendar

What you need:

25 paper lunch bags,
markers, stapler, tape,
or string to secure the
top.

Advent calendars are Su M M IT
all the rage these days,
and not just for chil-
dren. But instead of spending money on a
premade calendar, you can make your own
using decorated paper bags. Have your
helpers pick a theme (houses, animals,

Largest variety
of grocery items

on the
Iron Range!

\'218-365-3188_
Ely Store-Hours: 7 to 7 Daily

OVER
5,000 NEW ITEMS

Expanded Deli and
Meat and Produce Sectlons'
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e e o
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Let us help you find your perfect

“home for the holidays”

e
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Facing page: Making an advent
“calendar” out of paper bags can

keep the kids busy for hours.

Right: A few pine cones and a
little paint can make fun decor.

cartoon characters, insects, dinosaurs,
etc.) and then decorate the front of 24
bags. Be sure to number each of them, 1
through 24, on the front or near the top.
Then place a small treat or toy in each
bag (out of the eyes of any youngsters of
course), and secure the top of the bags
with staples, tape, or punch a hole and
secure with ribbon or decorative string.
Display the bags on a windowsill or man-
tle, and then start opening them on Dec.

1.

pinecones and the smaller red pinecones
are out for the picking right now.
Pinecones can be used in their natural
color, or can be easily painted with an
acrylic, water-based paint, which cre-
ates a bright, shiny surface. Pinecones

Pinecone crafts

“Tis the season to collect pinecones.
Whether you are planning on making
some wreaths, or looking for other fun
holiday craft ideas, both the larger white

wire to the top.

soap.

can be decorated with
small pom poms using
a low-temperature glue
gun (a bit messy but chil-
dren could help while an
adult uses the glue gun),
| or can simply be painted
with highlights done in
a contrasting color, with
a single pom pom on
top. For hanging, use a
dab from the glue gun to
attach a loop of string or

Freshly-dropped pine-
cones around my house
had more sap on them
than usual this year, so
some are already looking
“frosted.” Fingers and
paint brushes might be
sticky from the sap, but it washes off with
a little scrubbing with warm water and

//@opy //OWA

from—— ADVANCED
[ *)
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[reat your
dog o easy
DIY gifts

fyou are looking for ways to keep
children (or adults) busy before the

holidays, what about making some
presents for the dogs in their lives.

Why bother making homemade dog
treats? For one, you are in charge of the
ingredients, and know you are creating a
healthy treat. Second, this is a fun proj-
ect that is very child-friendly, and the
ingredients are simple and the recipe is
very forgiving, so exact measuring isn’t
necessary.

The dough is slightly sticky but easy to
roll out and reroll. And it does smell de-
licious. Bake on a parchment paper-lined
cookie sheet for easy cleanup.

Homemade dog treats

Preheat your oven to 300F. Line a
baking sheet with parchment paper. This
recipe makes enough treats to fill a half-
sheet size pan.

Ingredients:

2 cups oats, ground in a blender or food
processor into the consistency of flour.
Can use old-fashioned, quick-cooking,
instant, or oat flour if you have it already
on hand. Can substitute whole wheat
flour for the oats. If using already ground
flour, this recipe can be easily mixed in a
bowl.

2 medium-sized ripe bananas

14 cup natural peanut butter (no sugar
added). Or can use canned pumpkin or
mashed sweet potato.

Add the oats to a food processor and
grind until they reach a fine powder. Add
the bananas and peanut butter and blend
until the dough forms, it will be slightly
sticky.

Use a rolling pin on a floured surface to
roll out to about 1/4-3/8-inch thickness.

s T

Use a cookie cutter or else just cut into
squares or rectangles (a pizza cutter works
well). Reroll remaining dough and cut
into more treats. I used a star and ginger-
bread cookie cutter I had at home. If you
are doing this for gifts, you might want
to purchase a dog bone shaped cutter, but
honestly, the dog won’t care what shape
they are!

Bake at 300F for 25 to 30 minutes,
until the treats are dry and dark brown on
the bottoms. They may still feel a little
soft but will stiffen up as they cool. Store
on the courter for up to a week, or in the
fridge or freezer for longer storage time.
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Homemade dog toy

What dog doesn’t get excited over a
new toy? And how about a toy that is
made from old clothing? This toy is good
tor dogs who like to chase bouncing balls
and/or play tug of war.

Please note: With this or any other toy,
please monitor your dog so they don’t
swallow any pieces if they are a tough
chewer.

Old t-shirt, sweatshirt, towel, or similar
fabric, cut into 4 strips, approx. 3-feet
long and 4-inches wide. One tennis
ball, or other dog-safe bouncy ball (large
enough so it can’t be swallowed!). This
toy can be made without the ball.

Lay out one of the pieces, place the ball
in the center, and place a second strip
perpendicular. Wrap and knot both pieces
to secure the ball in the center. Place the
two other strips over the ball, wrapping
and knotting around the center. Cut the
ends of all the strips into thirds, and braid
them, leaving about 3 inches at the end to
knot each end securely. This will create an
octopus-shaped toy. You can also make
this without the ball in the center, just
knotting the strips in the center to join
them together. My dog was able to get
the ball out of the toy (took a bit of time
but he was determined), but then the ball
can be stuck back into the center of the




Traditions

The origins of our holiday favorites

ill you be baking gingerbread or
hanging stockings by the fireplace
this holiday season? Perhaps you'll

be lighting the menorah or playing a game of
dreidel? The holidays are steeped in tradition,
some of which are older than celebrants may
realize.

Individuals gather during the holidays and
participate in various traditions that have with-
stood the test of time. Most people engage in
these traditions or recognize symbols automati-
cally, but it can be interesting to learn how these
traditions came to be.

Christmas caroling

The British traditions of wassailing and mum-
ming and the Slavic tradition of koliada were
some of the precursors to more modern caroling.
People would go door-to-door and recite poetry
or sing with the hope of bringing about good .
fortune or influencing a future harvest, according
to Rutgers University. Carolers spread hope and

Mesabi
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good tidings through song during a time
of year when sunlight was limited.

Christmas trees

Pagans once displayed evergreen
branches as a reminder that spring would
come again, while Romans placed them
around temples to honor Saturn, the god
of agriculture. Eventually the evergreen
was used in conjunction with Christian
Christmas celebrations. In the sixteenth
century, German Christians put trees
inside their homes as symbols of everlast-
ing life.

Santa Claus

Children who celebrate Christmas ea-
gerly await the arrival of a jolly sort who
goes by the name of Santa Claus. His
origin story stretches back to the third
century, when Saint Nicholas became
the patron saint of children. Saint Nich-
olas was a monk in what is modern-day
Turkey. It is said that he traveled help-
ing the poor and the sick. History.com
says he is believed to have saved three
impoverished sisters from slavery by pro-
viding them with a dowry so they could

IIO'E?JWQODS
FETENDS
or e FTETS.

Unique One-of-a-Kind
QGifts from Local

Avrtisans Including:
Painting * Pottery

for this year’s Op-

be married, and he also provided gifts to
children.

Menorah

The menorah is a multibranched can-
delabra used in Jewish religious rituals.
The menorah is first mentioned in the
book of Exodus when the design of the
lamp was revealed to Moses by God on
Mount Sinai. Many menorahs are sev-
en-branched, but during Chanukah, an
eight-branched menorah is used. The
Chanukah menorah is modeled after the
Tabernacle menorah that corresponds
to the eight-day festival. It was used to
celebrate the rededication of the Second
Temple. The available oil supply was
supposed to light the menorah for just
one day, but the candles actually burned
for eight.

Mistletoe

Kissing under the mistletoe is a holiday
season tradition that can lead to some
red faces when couples are caught be-
neath the plant. Norse mythology paved
the way for kissing under the mistletoe.
Legend has it the gods used mistletoe

Operation Santa toy drive underway

D

drive. Operation Santa is

a local fundraiser that pur-
chases Christmas gifts (toys,
gift cards, and warm winter

onations are needed

eration Santa toy

to resurrect Odin’s son, Baldur, from

the dead. Baldur’s mother, Frigg, the
goddess of love, made the plant a symbol
of love and vowed to kiss anyone who
passed under it. Mistletoe blooms under
cold conditions, which is how it became
associated with the holiday season.

Yule log

Yule logs were once part of winter sol-
stice celebrations to bring good luck and
fortune, but America is where a yule log
really caught on as a holiday tradition.
In 1966, the WPIX television station in
New York City aired a continuous loop
of a fireplace burning for three hours
with holiday songs playing. It became an
annual tradition, says History.com. Some
people even serve a cake that looks like a
yule log. The Bache de Noél is a tradi-
tional Christmas cake that is especially
popular in France.

Traditions are an endearing compo-
nent of celebrations and help to unite
people from all backgrounds during this
special time of year.

»,

Jewelry * Wood Carving
Photography & More

December 5-21
Holiday "Pop Up”
Gift Shop

with "nearly new” items
Hours: Th-Fr: 10 am-4 pm
Sat: 9 am-1 pm

210 S River St, Cook MN
(adjacent to DreamWeaver Salon)
www.nwfamn.org

For more information
scan QR code

E 552 E

items) for children whose
families use the Tower Food
Shelf. Last year, this toy drive
has served about 200 chil-
dren.

The effort is organized by
the Timberjay and the Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club, with
help from many area groups,
churches, organizations, and
individuals.

We are looking for dona-
tions of toys, games, art sup-
plies, and sporting equipment
for children, and gift cards to
either Target or Walmart for
our teenagers ($10 or $15).
Stocking stuffer type gifts and
holiday candy are also appre-
ciated.
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Cash donations are wel-
come and are used to pur-
chase toys and clothing.

We also accept gently-used
holiday decorations and gifts
for the adults who use the
food shelf. We do assemble
gift bags for the senior citi-
zens who use the food shelf,
so small gifts for them are
accepted.

Donations can be dropped
off at the Timberjay in Tow-
er,or mailed to: Operation
Santa, PO Box 636, Tower,
MN 55790, and will be dis-
tributed at the food shelf on
Dec. 19. Questions, call Jodi
Summit at 218-753-2950.




- Fun things
- to do with

holiday
VISitors

atherings with loved ones are a
Gbig part of what makes the hol-
iday season such a special time
of year. As families grow and spread out
across the map, they may not get too
. many chances to spend quality time with
' one another. But the holiday season is a
~ time each year when families make a con-
certed effort to get together.

As families get together under the same
roof during the holiday season, individu-
als tasked with hosting gatherings tend to
have a lot on their plates. Memories tend
to be made around the holiday dinner
table, but the season also presents ample
opportunities to create nights to remem-
ber outside the house as well. Hosts can
keep the following ideas in mind as they
look for ways to entertain guests this hol-
iday season.

*Take a turn as a tour guide. Locals
may not make the rounds of nearby tour-
ist destinations too frequently, but the
holiday season is a great opportunity for

hosts to show guests what makes their
towns so unique. Serve as a tour guide
for guests on a sightseeing day with visits
to local monuments or museums. Wrap
the day up at a holiday bazaar where local
small business owners have set up shop.
This affords guests a chance to tour a new
community or a hometown they haven’t
visited in awhile, and also makes for a
great chance for all to squeeze in a little
last-minute holiday shopping.

*Plan an ugly sweater bar crawl. If
hosts and their guests are all of age, an
ugly sweater bar crawl can make for a fun
night out on the town. Encourage guests
to wear an ugly holiday sweater and map
out a route and schedule of visits to local
bars and restaurants. Hosts must prior-
itize safety on these types of excursions,
so arrange for a bus to take guests from
one spot to the next if establishments are

far away from one
another. If Main
Street has a local bar
district, arrange for
transportation down-
town at the start of
the crawl and home
when the night ends.

* Take in some
local entertainment.
~ Whether it’s a holi-

« day lighting display
show or a local
theater performance
of a classic holiday
tale like “Elf: The
Musical,” a NLAA
production in Ely
this year, a night of
local live entertainment is a great way for
hosts and their guests to get out of the
house. Hosts can even book a reservation
for a pre-show meal at a local restaurant
so they can be free of cooking and give
guests their undivided attention.

* Host a holiday movie night. Weary
travelers who want to stay in may ap-
preciate a holiday movie double feature.
Hosts can let guests pick a pair of holiday
films and then host a double feature,
complete with traditional movie fare like
popcorn and candy. Hosts can even offer
adult guests a glass of homemade eggnog
during the films to up the holiday ante
even further.

Holiday hosts can embrace various ways
to entertain guests during a time of year
when there’s no shortage of fun ways to

spend a night.

Boundary Waters & Quetico

RavenWordsPress.com

PO Box 188, Ely, MN 55731 e 218-365-3375

Keep the Boundary Waters Nearby All Year!

9”x12” Wall Calendar * $15.95 + $6 for shipping * MN delivery add 6.785%
Order by phone, mail, or website,

or find at your favorite store.
Minnesota Made!
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Cookies tailor-made for family baking

aking during the holiday season
B is a tradition in many households

across the globe. Family baking
sessions provide a perfect holiday season
bonding activity, and the payoft is both
cherished family time and delicious, in-
dulgent foods once the items are ready
to eat.

Holiday hosts know they’ll need to
feed their guests over the course of their
stay, and that includes snacks. This holi-
day season, hosts can involve their guests
in family baking sessions and whip up
a batch of these delicious and colorful
“Christmas Biscuits” from Lines+Angles.

Christmas Biscuits
Makes approximately 24 cookies

For the dough:

112 cups all-purpose flour, sifted,
plus extra for dusting

113  cups confectioner’s sugar, plus
extra for dusting

34 cup almond meal

1 cup unsalted butter, cold and
cubed

1 large egg yolk

1 tablespoon cold water

12 teaspoon fine salt

For the icing and decoration:

4 cups confectioner’s sugar
3 tablespoons meringue powder
7 tablespoons warm water, com-

bined with 1 teaspoon vanilla extract,
assorted food color (e. g., red, pink and
turquoise), assorted colored sugar crystals

(e. g., red, pink and white)

1. For the dough: Preheat oven to
350 F. Grease and line two large baking
sheets with parchment paper.

2. Combine flour, confectioner’s sugar
and almond meal in a large mixing bowl.
Stir well to mix.

3. Add butter, egg yolk, water, and
salt, and mix well with an electric mixer
with spiral attachments until mixture
starts to come together as a dough.

4. Turn out onto a floured surface and

knead briefly until even. Wrap in plastic
wrap and chill for 30 minutes.

5. After chilling, roll out dough on a
lightly floured surface to approximately
0.25” thickness.

6. Use assorted star-shaped cookie cut-
ters to cut out approximately 23 variably
sized star shapes. Arrange between pre-
pared sheets, spaced apart.

7. From remaining dough, cut out one
teardrop and two semi-circles of dough,
using appropriate cutters or working
freehand with a paring knife. Arrange on
one of the baking sheets.

8. Bake cookies for 12 to 15 minutes,
until golden and dry to the touch. Re-
move to cooling racks to cool.

9. For the icing and decoration: Thor-
oughly stir together confectioner’s sugar
and meringue powder in a large mixing
bowl.

10. Gradually beat in warm water and
vanilla extract mixture using an electric
mixer until icing is smooth and of a
flooding consistency; you may not need
all of the water.

11. Divide icing between three bowls.
Color two bowls pink and red, respec-
tively, by beating in enough pink and red
coloring to achieve uniform colors. Leave
the third bowl uncolored.

12. Spoon pink and red icing into
separate piping bags fitted with small,
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round-tip nozzles.

13. To ice the cookies, pipe around
their perimeters with the icings to create
borders. Fill in middle of cookies with
more icing; you can use a damp, warm
offset palette knife to spread out icing to
an even finish.

14. Carefully transfer iced cookies to
cooling racks, decorating with the sugar
crystals in festive patterns.

15. Using same technique as in steps
13 and 14, ice teardrop cookie with red
and white icing for Santa’s hat and beard,
respectively. Ice the two semi-circle
cookies with white icing.

16. Before icings have set, carefully
attach semi-circle cookies to teardrop
cookie to fashion Santa’s mustache.
Color any remaining white icing with
turquoise coloring and then dab onto
teardrop cookie for Santa’s eyes. Pipe
some pink icing below eyes for his nose.

17. Let cookies set and harden before
serving.

Tip: Icing consistency should be sim-
ilar to the consistency of toothpaste. If
your icing is too thick, thin it out with
some warm water, mixing it into the
icing in drops

Preparation time: 1 hour, 20 minutes

Cooling time: 30 minutes




A fruitéake guests will love

ew foods garner the types of re-
Fsponses generated by the mere

mention of fruitcake, which drives
many holiday celebrants to run for the
hills. But fruitcake may not deserve its
reputation, particularly when individ-
uals brave enough to prepare it serve it
covered in a sugary glaze. Such is the
case with this recipe for “Gluten-Free
Fruitcake With Sugar Glaze” courtesy of
Lines+Angles.

Gluten-Free Fruitcake With
Sugar Glaze

For the cake:

4 ounces golden raisins

Your Co-op is your Community -

Power is a way of building
. community. At Lake
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your energy community, A4 -~ '
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is much more than a \ )
way to keep the lights
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Lake Country Power

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative Kl
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2 ounces chopped candied orange peel
8 ounces candied cherries, quartered
6 ounces raisins

312 tablespoons sherry

4 ounces butter

1 cup sugar

1 pinch salt

1 pinch grated nutmeg

1 teaspoon ground mixed spice

3 eggs, beaten

1 cup self-raising gluten-free flour

6 ounces chopped almonds, blanched

For the icing:
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
3 tablespoons water

GOOD OL’ DAYS

316 Main St, Tower

218-753-6097
Open: 8 AM

- ¢ Features:
\ ‘ "3 Breakfast, Lunch,

* Homemade Chili
* Fresh-Pattied Hamburgers
*TVs, Dart board, Pool table,
E-tabs, Pull-tabs

1. For the cake: Place all the fruitin a
bowl with the sherry, stir well, cover and
leave to stand overnight.

2. Heat the oven to 325 F. Grease a
loaf pan and line the base with parchment
paper.

3. Beat the butter with the sugar, salt
and spices in a mixing bowl until light
and creamy, then gradually beat in the
eggs.

4. Gently fold in the flour, followed by
the soaked fruits and almonds, stirring
well.

5. Spoon into the pan and bake for 2 to
214 hours until cooked through. Leave to
cool in the pan.

6. For the icing: Mix the sugar with a
little water, adding a little at a time, until
it is thick and smooth.

7. Spread the icing on top of the cake,
allowing it to run down the sides. Leave
to set.

Preparation and cooking time: 2 hours
and 45 minutes
Resting time: 12 hours

o
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@iving Back

How to help aging veterans

ccording to data from the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs,

surveys from the Pew Research
Center and the U.S. Census Bureau,
there were more than 18 million living
military veterans in the United States
by the end of 2023. Seventy-two per-
cent of those veterans are age 50 and
older, and many served during wartime.

Military personnel make signifi-
cant sacrifices to protect the freedoms
Americans enjoy each day, and it’s vital
that those efforts are never forgotten,
even if it’s been decades since service
personnel have been on active duty.
Thirty-seven percent of living vet-

erans are age 70 and older, and these
brave individuals must face the chal-
lenges of aging as well as some, in-
cluding chronic injuries, that might
be traced to their time in the military.
That makes helping aging veterans an

longer have extensive social networks
as more and more aging veterans pass
away. Social connections are vital to
long-term health, and researchers at
the Center for Healthy Aging at Penn
State University found that adults
between the ages of 70 and 90 who
reported more frequent, pleasant social
interactions exhibited improved cogni-
tive performance in the ensuing days.
Individuals who want to help aging
veterans can invite them over for special
events, such as game watches, holiday
gatherings or even weekly family meals.
* Pitch in around the house.
Whether they suffered injuries during
their time in the service or not, many
aging veterans face the same physical
limitations as others approaching or
past retirement age. Offer to help aging
veterans around the house. Mobility
issues can make it hard to shovel snow,

especially worthy endeavor, and those
interested in doing just that can con-
sider the following ideas.

*Offer your expertise free of charge.
Working professionals can help aging
veterans by providing advice or services
free of charge or at steep discounts.
For example, accountants can offer to
prepare and file aging veterans’ tax re-
turns free of charge or, if the returns are
complicated, at steep discounts. Finan-

cial advisors can visit a local veterans
hall or home and speak to members or
residents about managing money after
retirement.

* Invite veterans over for special
events or gatherings. The Department
of Veterans Affairs reports that veterans
who served in the last 30 years make up
the largest number of living veterans.
Though there are still plenty of veterans
who served prior to 1994, they may no

tend a garden or clean the interior of a
home. Such tasks are made much easier
when others pitch in, and these gestures
can be a great way for families to show
their appreciation to the brave individu-
als who protected the freedoms Ameri-
cans enjoy each day.

There’s no shortage of ways to help
aging veterans, many of whom could
use a helping hand as they navigate
their golden years.
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bt

.
EVFCU

Tower: 218-753-4311
Embarrass: 218-984-3501
Aurora: 218-229-2048
Vermilion: 218-753-7878
Nett Lake: 218-757-0299

ANATURAL@HARVEST
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“

Flave yowuelf a Flomegrown Foliday Searon
Seasonal Produce # Local Goods # Wellness Gifts
Unique Foods 3% Turkeys & Vegan Alternatives

A Timberjay production | www.timberjay.com

Seasonal Produce # Fresh Deli Foods
Bulk Flour & Seasonings

732 ATH ST N VIRGINIA # NATURALHARVEST.COOP
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taying home for the holi-
S days can make the season
a little more convenient,

saving celebrants from having
to contend with the millions
of individuals who take to the
roads, railways and friendly
skies each December. But
staying home comes with its
fair share of obligations, espe-
cially for individuals who are
planning holiday get-togeth-
ers with family and friends.

Mood and merrymaking
go hand in hand come the
holiday season, and music can
be used to establish a cele-
bratory vibe this time of year.
Whether you're hosting a hol-
iday party or simply aspring
to create a festive atmosphere
throughout the month of De-
cember, the following songs
can help set the right tone this
year.

* “Sleigh Ride,” by Ella
Fitzgerald

* “The Christmas Song,” by
Gregory Porter

* “Jingle Bell Rock,” by
Bobby Helms

* “Let It Snow! Let It
Snow! Let It Snow!,” by
Frank Sinatra

* “Jingle Bells,” by Kimber-
ley Locke

* “Silver Bells,” by Tony
Bennett, featuring Count
Basie and His Big Band

* “Here Comes Santa
Claus,” by Elvis Presley

* “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” by Diana
Krall

* “White Christmas,” by
Bing Crosby

* “Winter Wonderland,” by
Louie Armstrong

* “The First Noel,” by the
cast of “Glee”

* “Happy Holiday,” by

The ultimate boliday playlist

Pegoy Lee

* “O Tannenbaum,” by the
Vince Guaraldi Trio

* “Boogie Woogie Santa
Claus,” by the Brian Setzer
Orchestra

* “All T Want for Christmas
Is You,” by Mariah Carey

* “Santa Baby,” by Eartha

Kitt

* “Mele Kalikimaka,” by
Bing Crosby and The An-
drews Sisters

* “Blue Christmas,” by Elvis
Presley

* “Frosty the Snowman,” by
Gene Autry

* “Santa Claus Is Comin’ to

Town,” by Bruce Springsteen
& the E Street Band

* “Deck the Halls,” by Nat
King Cole

* “Fairytale of New York,”
by The Pogues featuring
Kirsty MacColl

* “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer,” by Burl Ives

between here
and there

N
HH

= §

_D“I -

Ely-Bloomenson

Community Hospital

EBCH Transitional Care
makes you feel at home

Your road to recovery doesn't have to go straight home.

When you need a little extra care after a surgery, major illness,
or injury, experience the comforts of home in the safety of the
EBCH transitional care program.

For patients who need a little extra time to heal and recover, and a
little extra TLC to feel more confident to manage their care when
they get home, enjoy transitional care (formerly known as swing
bed) and rehab services at Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital.

Ask your doctor or discharge nurse about recovering
closer to home at EBCH Transitional Care.
To learn more, visit ebch.org or call 218-365-8758.
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Ho Ho Hold on a Minute...

In a season of giving,
there are scammers
waiting to pounce

ecember is a season of giving,
D and that charitable spirit is

evidenced by the uptick in do-
nations over the final month of the year.
Perhaps inspired by Giving Tuesday,
which is celebrated annually on the first
Tuesday after Thanksgiving, donors tend
to be especially generous in December.
According to Donorbox, which provides
an online fundraising platform to facili-
tate charitable donations, 31 percent of
yearly charitable giving happens in De-
cember.

Nonprofit organizations undoubtedly
recognize the spirit of generosity that
surfaces each December, but criminals
are likely cognizant of individuals’ desire
to give back during the holiday season
as well. Indeed, according to govern-
ment sources, fake charities are one of
the most common scams encountered
by consumers during the holiday sea-
son. With that in mind, watch out for
potential scammers who will use the
internet to target unsuspecting individ-
uals through a variety of ploys, many of
which specifically target seniors.

* Fraudulent charities: Criminals tar-
geting people who want to donate during
the holiday season may set up fraudulent
charities in an effort to trick people into
giving them money. The New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs notes that
fraudulent charities may feature impres-
sive names or a name similar to one used
by a reputable, well-known charity.

*Phishing emails: Phishing emails
have been around for decades, and for
good reason. Such scams are easy to
implement and highly successful. The
Federal Trade Commission reported
receiving 358,000 reports of scammers

contacting individuals via email in 2023,
and the real number is likely much
higher, as few consumers take the time
to report such emails to the FT'C. Phish-
ing emails typically prompt recipients

to click on a link embedded in an email.
These emails may seem as though they’re
coming from an individual’s bank or
credit card company, while others may
indicate recipients can win a prize if they
open the email and click on a link within
it. Consumers are advised to never share
their credit card information in an email,
even if the sender claims to be from a
reputable charity.

* Pressure tactics: Seeking to capital-
ize on the spirit of giving that surfaces
each December, some scammers will
pressure prospective donors and poten-
tial victims into making donations over
the phone or via links embedded in an
email. Reputable charities do not pres-
sure donors into giving over the phone or
via email, so solicitations for immediate
donations are a telltale sign of a charity
scam. If prompted to make donations
with cash or via gift cards or wire trans-

fers, hang up the phone, as the FTC

A Timberjay production | www.timberjay.com
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notes such payment methods are how
scammers request donations.

* Thank you messages: Another com-
mon giving scam is to thank potential
victims for past donations they never
made. This is an attempt to trick gener-
ous individuals into thinking they have
a past relationship with a charity they
believe is reputable, which might make
them less inclined to vet the person or
organization thanking them. Scammers
are banking on establishing that false
sense of security and trust, particularly
during a notably busy time of year when
donors may feel as though they don’t
have the time to research organizations
they want to support.

Scammers prey on individuals’ gener-
osity each holiday season. More infor-
mation about giving scams and how to
avoid them is available at consumer.ftc.
gov.




-~ Take hot chocolate
o the next level...

eople tend
i to think of
3 sipping ice

cream floats in the
middle of summer
when temperatures
are soaring. Ice cream
floating in a bubbling
base of cola or root
beer can be a welcome
treat on a hot day.
However, floats can

: be just as delicious

~ when the weather

' chills, particularly
when ice cream en-
hances rich and deca-
dent hot chocolate.

For this “Hot

Chocolate Float” from “Chocolate: Over 100 Tempting-
ly-Tasty Dishes” by the Love Food editors, coconut- and
chocolate-flavored scoops of ice cream bob and melt in
creamy hot chocolate. Feel free to use your favorite flavors
of ice cream to make this recipe your own, and you can even
make this drink a boozy version with the inclusion of a shot

of flavored vodka.
Hot Chocolate Float
. Serves 4
2 cups milk
8 ounces semisweet chocolate
2 tablespoons superfine sugar
8 scoops coconut ice cream
; 8 scoops semisweet chocolate ice cream

Whipped cream, to decorate

Pour the milk into a saucepan. Break the chocolate into
pieces and add to the saucepan with the sugar. Stir over low
heat until the chocolate has melted, the sugar has dissolved
and the mixture is smooth. Remove the saucepan from the
heat.

Put 1 scoop of coconut ice cream into each of 4 heatproof
glasses, top with a scoop of chocolate ice cream, then repeat
the layers.

Pour the chocolate flavored milk into the glasses, top with
whipped cream, and serve immediately.
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VermillionRoofing.com
“Your Local Trusted Experts”

LIFETIME METAL &
SHINGLE ROOFING

i

“Serving the entire Iron Range”

NSV Ot (7E68)

Open by appointment or chance
502 Main St., Tower MN 55790

We do FREE estimates

# mm \
- L1 ]

VERMILLION
ROOFING

VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

Insured ¢ License #BC785662
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Week after week,
the Timberjay brings...

top-notch reporting,
hard-hitting editorials,
local features, sports,
and the area’s best
outdoors coverage

to thousands of readers
in northeastern
Minnesota.

Over the past quarter
century, the Timberjay
bhas built a national
reputation for the
quality and tenacity
of its investigative

reporting.

A journalistic honey badger”
State Rep. John Lesch

A Newspaper That Isn’t
Afraid To Tell It Like It Is

> Tower 218.753.2950
Y www.timberjay.com
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Christmas. ;i m

the Inwrr ﬁnndnn

MBERJA \'

e B N ST

Tin

Agencies seek legal llaln on Pnlvll

DINR, MPCA nee
R ﬂ.:’f.'i need 1o derermine FIS ade OIACY and n-:nht financial coy

= PR

(R RIS T

1

'Qoun
- Torgoq
salarie

Mowe will bl
water ancl sew

HEILIAY TR

TART TRADITION -

; nlnrﬂ Det Church furnce tser dares hack ms INY VEears

g
E B e ) by
L] T s e i e D (Y

e e £ - L T

_ ou at Piragis North "N
woonds! P
Carerip bh ans vl hﬂh‘nupﬂnh,ﬂmmbmll‘h iy Fa3-~AT4% WML?'M‘EG:H ; .

A Timberjay production | www.timberjay.com




A North Country Christmas « Nov. 29, 2024 | 27




% Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history

. of the Lake Vermilion area
¥ Written by Marshall Helmberger ¢ Published by the Timberjay

LAKE VERMILION

A Regional Favorite - g1 €mories of the Early Days
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL... R -

Just $2995

Don’t miss your chance . Over
to own Lake Vermilion’s most == 100 Historical
definitive history! ' Photographs!

+ Tax

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

| TheTimberiyy BOOK ORDER FORM

I & PO Box636,414 Main St L
1 [ Tower, MN 55790 » 218-753-2950 Quantity of Books

Name
Address
City. State ——71IP Codle Tel . #
Credit Card Information  VISA MC DISCOVER

et Ll ExpDae —L—CW
Billing address if different from above

Book Total - Pick Up $29.95 + tax ($32.16)  Book Total - Mail $39.95

Total charged to credit card $ Paid by check $ Check #

A Timberjay production | www.timberjay.com
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H OLIBAY MA%E‘: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

Help the star reach the Christmas tree!
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Solve the code to discover words related to games and puzzles.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 25 = A)
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Wishing you the
| A 16 5 25 22 16 13 happiest of holidays!
£ Clue: Possibility -

We thank all our supporters
and look forward to
bringing you wore wonderful
cultural events in 2025.

B. 21 24 23 6 6

Clue: Prowess

* The Lake Veymilion Cultural Center
705 Main Street « PO Box 659 « Tower, MN 55790
218-753-4100 -+ vermﬂloncultumlcenterorg

C. 1 13 22 1 25 6
Clue: Using the mind

AlNop " |pIUBW D IS 'g ©2UDYD 'Y SI8MSUY

D. 25 16 4 23 1 10

Clue: Keenness of thought, vision or hearing
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Frazer Bay Island Log Home

JAN IS CH
|~ REALTY — 8
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COOK, MN Gorgeous custom Lake Vermilion log home
on your own island in Frazer Bay! Short boat ride from
mainland. Furnished yr-rnd home, 2 stall wet boathouse,
wd fired sauna. Vaulted great room w/massive wd burning
firepl. Cherry/granite/Wolf kitch open to great rm, dining
& covered porch, all lakeside. Main flr lakeside suite &
office. Upstairs, 2 beds, glass door to deck w/water views.
OFFERED AT $998,500
DETAILS 2 BED/2 BATH 1,817 SF

0.5 ACRES 555 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#145479

Burntside Estate

ELY, MN Secluded estate on coveted Burntside Lake!
Ideal location between the main body & the North
Arm. Immaculate cedar sided home, waters edge guest
cabin, sauna, boathouse. Two story great rm w/stone
firepl & glass doors to lakefront deck. Stainless/gran-
ite Wolf kitch w/ island open to great rm, dining &
deck, all lakeside. Luxurious lakeside primary suite.

OFFERED AT $1,985,500
DETAILS 3 BED/3 BATH 3,710 SF
19.7 ACRES 1,240 FT SHORELINE

ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#146304

Peninsula on Cedar Island Lake

GILBERT, MN Professionally built year round beachhouse
with sand beach! Cedar sided home, open livrm w/beamed
ceiling, oak floors, granite gas firepl & wall of lakeside
windows. Custom kitch w/newer stainless apls opens to
living, dining & lakeside deck. All BRs w/beautiful water
views. Economical in flr heat, heated 2 st garage. Gaze-
bo & dock. 10 mi to Virginia or 5 mi to Giants Ridge.
OFFERED AT $698,500
DETAILS 3 BED/1.5 BATH 1,520SF

6.7 ACRES 440 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#147304

Blue Water Vistas

COOK, MN Live the island lifestyle on Lake Vermil-
ion! 4BR/1BA main cabin, log sauna guest cabin &
sleeping cabin all at waters edge w/excellent priva-
cy, seclusion & swimming. Boat to waterside restau-
rants, a championship golf course, even to town for
shopping or take the short boat ride across calm wa-
ter to the mainland. Adjoining property also available.

OFFERED AT $749,500
DETAILS 4 BED/1 BATH 2,080 SF

13.5 ACRES 1,385 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#146260

JANISCH REALTY | EXCELLENCE. EFFORT. EXPERTISE. | (218) 780-6644 | INFO@JANISCHREALTY.COM | WWW.JANISCHREALTY.COM
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Vermilion Island Preserve

TOWER, MN Secluded log home set on apx 85 acre island

nature preserve! Stunning land offers extensive walking |

trails & adjoins 170 acres to the south also protected w/
conservation easement. Home features vaulted great rm w/
natural light pouring in lakeside windows, Vermont Cast-
ings fireplace front wood stove, kitchen w/island open
to living & dining. Cedar deck, boathouse & workshop.
OFFERED AT $798,500
DETAILS 2 BED/2 BATH 2,008 SF

85 ACRE 1,100 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#147642

Walk In Swimming Shoreline

COTTON, MN A woodworker’s own cabin w/swimming
shoreline on Morcom Lake! Just 45mi N of Duluth, 25mi
S of Virginia, 10mi to Cotton. 60x30 dream garage, wood-
working shop, second flr & metal roof. Cabin features glass
front greatrm, wd burning fireplace front stove, wrap deck.
Hickory kitch w/granite counters & island. Luxurious
main flr suite. Open yard, firepit patio, stone walks, dock.
OFFERED AT $644,000
DETAILS 3 BED/3 BATH 2,279 SF

3.6 ACRES 385 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM MLS#147160

Burntside Paradise

ELY, MN Burntside Lake handscribed log home in pvt bay
at the end of a pristine granite fjord! Set in acres of park-
like forest w/walking trails, surrounded on 3 sides by Fed
forests at edge of the BWCA. Huisman custom built home
with wrap around deck. Open great room with a wood burn-
ing fireplace and a wall of windows showcasing majestic
panoramic views over the lake and surrounding forest.
OFFERED AT $865,000
DETAILS 1 BED/1BATH 800 SF

38 ACRES 1,703 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#141299

Frazer Bay Retreat

TOWER, MN Like new Lake Vermilion retreat! Sunset fac-
ing level lot w/excellent swimming shoreline. Beautiful-
ly remodeled cabin. Kitchen, living, dining, deck on the
waters edge offer sounds of water lapping shore. Origi-
nal garage & shed. Sauna/boathouse/guest cabin, dock,
boat launch, RV pad. LP Smart sided cabin. Private lo-
cation on dead end rd, yet close to town, golf, dining.
OFFERED AT  $574,000
DETAILS 2 BED/1 BATH 624 SF

0.8 ACRES 90 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM  MLS#146845

JANISCH REALTY | EXCELLENCE. EFFORT. EXPERTISE. | (218) 780-6644 | INFO@JANISCHREALTY.COM | WWW.JANISCHREALTY.COM
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See Virtual Tours & Every Agency’s Property Listings On Our Easy

COOK, MN Lake Vermilion timber frame home w/swim-
ming beach on beloved Frazer Bay! Stainless/oak kitch w/

granite counters & copper island. 2 stall gar, 2 stall wet boat-
house w/2BR

¢ NexT Time Come HomE!
 218-780-6644

e ] %
Map Search!
o -

—

ELY, MN Burntside private island retreat with mainland lot!
Island offers 20.9 acres & 2,140 ft S & W facing shoreline, 5
cabins & 4 yurts. Short boat ride across calm water to mainland
lot-4.8 acres &

OFFERED AT

$2,450,000

DETAILS

6 BD/4 BTH

2,146 SF

400 ft shore-
line w/dock &

OFFERED AT $1,495,000 )
DETAILS 4 BD/4BTH 3,129 SF | uest  quar
. ters over the
175 ft shoreline 1 acre
water, dock.

2,540 ft shoreline 25.7 acres

swimming area.

MT. IRON, MN Custom cedar home on a thousand ft of river-
front, pond w/sand swimming hole & beautiful country views!
Ideallocationbetween Virginia & Hibbing. Openfloorplan, stun-

ELY, MN Secluded hand hewn log home on Clear Lake near
Ely & BWCA! Gradual lot w/excellent swimming. Vaulted
great rm, hardwd flr, gourmet kitch w/island. 3 car heated

ning kitch w/2

OFFERED AT $749,500 ard Mai
DETAILS 3 BD/3BATH 5,240 SF g ank§- ain
1,000 ft riverfront 26 acres | @ XINg suite.
Large att gar.

OFFERED AT

$1,150,000

DETAILS 3 BD/2BTH
805 ft shoreline

2,335 SF
8.3 acres

gar w/potential
guest quarters
above, 2 docks,
boat  launch.

“The finest Realtor I’ve ever worked with in my life.” - Tim K.

JANISCH

— REALTY —

Long - $385,000

Vermilion - $975,000



