
REGIONAL- Voting 
is underway for the 2024 
general election, and St. 
Louis County Supervisor of 
Elections Phil Chapman told 
the Timberjay on Tuesday that 
voter interest is strong.

“It’s going well. We’ve 
had pretty good turnout with 
people voting by absentee 
ballot, both walk-in and by 
mail,” Chapman said. “We 
have 17 deputies that do their 
own absentee balloting, and I 
actually had a chance to touch 
base with most of them yester-
day, and the voter turnout so 
far has probably been a little 
higher than what we expected 
for people voting absentee. 
The general feel is that people 
are voting earlier compared to 
previous elections.”

Voters can request an 
absentee ballot up until 

Monday, Nov. 4, the day 
before the election, but 
Chapman cautioned that the 
deadline for returning those 
ballots is 8 p.m. on Nov. 
5, which could cause diffi-
culties for late requesters. 
“If someone requests an 
absentee ballot when we’re 
a week out, we will contact 
that voter and tell them we’re 
a week away, we can send you 
your materials, but you might 
not get it in time to get it back 
to us,” Chapman said.

While voters going to 
the polls will have the same 
experience as in other recent 
elections, systems still have 
to be tested, and that process 
has already started.

“We do a preliminary 
test on our ballots,” Chapman 
said. “We’ve done that test 
and everything looks great. 
The county has a public accu-

KABETOGAMA- By Tuesday, 
the news of 55-year-old Voyageurs 
National Park Ranger Kevin 
Grossheim’s tragic but heroic death 
during an attempt to bring three 
campers to safety through the treacher-
ous waves of wind-whipped Namakan 
Lake on Sunday had gone national, 
with major news outlets and wire 
services spreading the story far and 
wide. Social media was filled with 
accolades and condolences. Flags 
were flying at half-staff at national 
parks, Minnesota state buildings, and 
at many private homes and businesses 
in honor of the ultimate sacrifice given 
by a law enforcement ranger in the 
line of duty. 

It’s a tribute well-deserved, but 
unfamiliar for a man who in most 
accounts is described as quiet, unas-
suming, and humble, who mostly pre-
ferred being out of the spotlight when 
doing his job in the park or helping in 
his hometown of Kabetogama.

“He did many, many things that 

really nobody knows about,” said 
Kabetogama friend and neighbor 
Betsey Warrington. “He was just 
always that kind of guy. He was always 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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Park ranger dies in rescue 

Residents, DNR allege county violated its own ordinance, state law in CUP and plat rulings

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

Twin lawsuits filed to reverse Lake County decision

Early voting in 
county running 
above average

ELECTION SEASON

See...GROSSHEIM pg. 10

Ranger Kevin Grossheim enjoying 
a 2011 encounter with a beaver in 
Voyageurs National Park.

See...VOTING pg. 9

SILVER RAPIDS REDEVELOPMENT

FALL LAKE TWP- Lake 
County is facing a double-bar-
reled legal action that is likely 
to throw a virtual hand grenade 
into the planned development 

at the Silver Rapids Resort 
property here. The 62-acre 
parcel, located on the narrows 
between Farm and White Iron 
lakes, has been the subject of 
intense local controversy over 
a planned redevelopment that 
would greatly increase the 
density of residential units 
and increase vehicle and boat 
traffic at the site. 

Local property owners and 
residents, organized under the 
name Community Advocates 
for Responsible Development, 
or CARD, filed suit against 
the proposal last Thursday, 
Oct. 3, alleging that the Lake 
County Planning Commission 
knowingly violated county 
ordinances and state law when 
it approved a conditional use 

permit and preliminary plat 
that allows far greater density 
of development at the site than 
allowed. 

Later that same day, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources filed its own 
lawsuit, making similar alle-
gations. The DNR suit cites the 

See..LAWSUITS pg 9

Had responded to family 
stranded in high winds

photo courtesy Steve Windels

Left: The Silver Rapids Lodge 
with cabins in the background.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

VOYAGEURS NAT’L PARK- A 
long-time Voyageurs National Park 
ranger died Sunday while rescuing 
a stranded family on Namakan Lake 
amid high winds and rough waters in 
Voyageurs National Park.

The ranger, identified as Kevin 
Grossheim, 55, of Kabetogama, respond-
ed to a distress call late Sunday morning 
from a family stranded on Birch Cove 
Island, according to the park service. The 
family of three — a father, an adult son, 
and a young boy — had been camping 
when their boat was pushed ashore by 
five to six-foot waves, leaving them 
unable to free it. 

Grossheim took the family aboard 
his Park Service boat to bring them back 
to the mainland, but the vessel capsized 
during the trip. St. Louis County Sheriff 
Gordon Ramsay told MPR News that, 
“The front kind of nosedived, the boat 
listed, and flipped over upside-down.”

Ramsay noted that earlier reports 
stating Grossheim’s boat had been 
towing the family’s boat were inac-
curate.

After the vessel capsized, the three 

See...ACCIDENT pg. 10

Grossheim recalled as a 
dedicated public servant

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

photo by C. Clark

Long-time Voyageurs National Park Ranger 
Kevin Grossheim lost his life on Sunday 
responding to a call of distressed boaters 
stranded on an island on Namakan Lake.

photo courtesy of Voyageurs National Park

Bois Forte launches 
carbon credit effort

FOREST MANAGEMENT

NETT LAKE- A small 
group of Bois Forte band 
members came together at the 
tribal government center in 
Nett Lake on Tuesday to learn 
more about the band’s carbon 
sequestration initiative for 
28,000 acres of land from 
the largest tribal buyback of 
ancestral lands ever executed 
in the country.

The 2022 purchase of 
former PotlatchDeltic lands 
from The Conservation Fund 
came with the restriction 
that the forest land, which 
is enrolled in the Minnesota 
Sustainable Forest Incentive 
Act (SFIA), cannot be used 

for commercial purposes, but 
must remain forest-related, 
ensuring conservation and 
forest management practices 
are followed . The incentive 
payments for enrolling the 
land in the SFIA program go 
to pay the loan funds used for 
the buyback.

“When PotlachDeltic 
enrolled (the land) in the 
SFIA program, it’s enrolled 
for 50 years, so the program 
for the 28,000 acres will be 
until 2066,” Bois Forte Tribal 
Chairwoman Cathy Chavers 
said.

But working with the 
National Indian Carbon 
Coalition, the band has found 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...CARBON pg. 10



2  October 11, 2024                THE TIMBERJAY

 Community notices

HIGHER EDUCATION

ORR LANDMARK

Hope Lutheran Harvest Festival on Oct. 26
EMBARRASS- Hope Lutheran Church in Embarrass 

is hosting its Fall Harvest Festival on Saturday, Oct. 26 
from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. There will be raffles with prizes 
such as quilts, gift baskets, and gift cards. Baked and 
canned goods will be for sale, plus a luncheon. All are 
invited to attend.

Fall Flannel Fest at Kaleva Hall on Oct. 26
VIRGINIA- Come one and all to the Fall “Flannel” 

Fest Saturday, Oct. 26 at the Historic Kaleva Hall located 
at 125 Third St. N in Virginia. The Lindula Brothers will 
perform Folk, Bluegrass, and Finnish music from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tickets are $7, under 10 years free. Box meals (slop-
py Joes, chips, water and treat) available at 5 p.m. for $5. 
Wear your best flannels and have a great time. Proceeds 
go to the preservation of Kaleva Hall. Check us out on 
Facebook.com/KalevaHall.  All are welcome. 

Sectionals concert in Ely rescheduled for 
Oct. 13 at Ely State Theater

ELY - The Sectionals in concert at Ely’s Historic State 
Theater has been rescheduled for Sunday, Oct. 13 at 4 p.m. 
The Sectionals, the premier jazz ensemble of Northern 
Minnesota, were scheduled to perform at Ely’s Historic 
State Theater Friday, Sept. 27. This scheduling change 
enabled concert organizers to move the performance from 
the small lounge to the larger State Theater stage, to ac-
commodate for high demand for this performance group, 
who often draw 100-150 attendees when they perform 
“down range.”

The Sectionals, hailing from all across the Iron Range, 
cover a broad range of music and genres, in addition to 
their many jazz standards. 

Join us for this one-time concert at the State Theater. 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the door or online 
at https://movies.elystatetheater.org/movie/the-section-
als-in-concert.

Work of Art Retreat set for Oct. 26-27 in Ely
ELY - Calling all working artists in the Ely and sur-

rounding areas! An opportunity for professional develop-
ment is coming to the Ely Folk School on Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 26 and 27, as the “Work of Art Retreat” (fa-
cilitated by the nonprofit Springboard for the Arts) kicks 
off a four-workshop series on business skills and resources 
for creators and handcrafters. 

Four 2.5-hour workshops will focus on pricing, fund-
ing, engaging customers and selling work, and business 
plan essentials. The professional development curricu-
lum is designed to help artists in all disciplines–visual, 
performing, and literary arts–as a way to help creators 
achieve their goals and set themselves up for a successful 
career, no matter what stage of their practice they may be 
in. The weekend will also offer an opportunity for connec-
tion and conversation with other local artists. Participants 
will enjoy a potluck and social time on Saturday night 
after the first day of workshops.

Artists can signup for all four workshops at a discount 
($100), or participate in individual workshops for $30 
each. Workshops begin at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on both days. 

Register online by checking out the class calendar at 
elyfolkschool.org. For questions or concerns please con-
tact Anna Heil at anna@elyfolkschool.org. This weekend 
is made possible in part by the McKnight Foundation.

It’s time to nominate someone for the 
Touchstone Energy Community Award

 COHASSETT – Do you know an organization or 
community group that has made outstanding contributions 
to the local community? Lake Country Power is seek-
ing applications for the Touchstone Energy Community 
Award, which recognizes nonprofit organizations and 
community groups that have shown a strong commitment 
to the community. Any organization that has helped make 
northern Minnesota a better place to live and work is eligi-
ble for the $500 award. 

 Community members may nominate an organiza-
tion by completing an application form, available at Lake 
Country Power or online at www.lakecountrypower.coop. 
Questions may be directed to Tami Zaun at 800-421-9959, 
ext. 7152. The application will require a description of 
the community service project, program or event and the 
positive impact it brought to the community. 

 Applications are due by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
1. Mail to Lake Country Power, Attn: Tami Zaun, 26039 
Bear Ridge Drive, Cohasset, MN 55721, or e-mail tzaun@
lcp.coop.  

 The award recipient will contend for the statewide 
Touchstone Energy Community Award, which has a cash 
prize of $2,000. The statewide award winner will be rec-
ognized in February 2025 at the Minnesota Rural Electric 
Association annual meeting. 

 The Touchstone Energy cooperatives of Minnesota, 
including Lake Country Power, are part of a national net-
work across 46 states that adhere to the values of integrity, 
accountability, innovation, and commitment to communi-
ty. Touchstone Energy cooperatives stand out as a trusted 
source of power and information to their 30 million mem-
ber-owners every day. 

The reviews are in, and it’s a Billy the Bluegill-sized two-thumbs up for the summer makeover of the iconic 
roadside statue in Orr. Former Orr School art teacher Lyn Reed spent about 80 hours recently repainting 
the fish, a popular stop for tourists to take photos. The project was funded by the Orr Lions Club with the 
help of many donations from the community. A story about the project ran in last week's edition of the 
Timberjay. photo by L. Reed

ELY- The Vermilion Cam-
pus Foundation gave out more than 
$150,000 in student scholarships 
during the foundation’s scholarship 
banquet held here on Sept. 26. At the 
same time, the organization honored 
Butch and Lucy Diesslin, of Ely, for 
their years of educational service and 
financial support to the foundation’s 
scholarship effort.

Over 110 people attended the ban-
quet at the Grand Ely Lodge where 
the foundation gave 77 students schol-
arships ranging from $200 to $6,000. 
The Vermilion campus winners of the 
Minnesota North College All Campus 
Presidential Scholarships of $6,003.90 
were Griffi Stiel, Kierra Waller, and 
Lauren Saba.
Diesslins honored

The foundation gave its 2024 Ver-
milion Supporter Award to the Diess-
lins, who recently donated $100,000 in 
stock to endow a scholarship in their 
name. “A major reason for my endow-
ing a scholarship is my receiving schol-
arships when I was in college,” said 
Butch. “As the second-oldest child in 
a family with eight children, I received 
a tuition-and-fee scholarship when I 
was earning my bachelor’s degree at 
Mankato State College. Over the years, 
I was able to save and invest a portion 
of earnings while I was employed, and 
now that I am comfortably retired, I’ve 
reached a point where I want to give 
back to others that want a college edu-
cation by endowing two scholarships, 
one at (the Vermilion campus) and one 
at the University of Wisconsin– Supe-
rior.”

Diesslin began teaching physics at 
the Vermilion campus in 1973, when 
the institution was still a stand-alone 
junior college and spent his entire ca-
reer teaching here. He married Lucy 

Barnes in 1983, a junior and senior 
high school math teacher. After mov-
ing to Ely, she taught mathematics for 
the Ely Public Schools. The Diesslins 
have remained active in Ely’s com-
munity organizations since they re-
tired, supporting not only the Vermil-
ion Campus  Foundation, but also the 
Kiwanis, the Ely-Bloomenson Com-
mmunity Hospital Board, the Dorothy 
Molter Museum, the American Asso-
ciation of University Women, and Ely 
Community Resource.

The foundation
Incorporated in 1979, Vermilion 

Campus Foundation supports the col-
lege in providing exceptional, afford-
able education to Vermilion students. 
The foundation works closely with 
Vermilion staff and faculty to support 
academic excellence, professional suc-
cess, and community involvement. The 
foundation awards academic schol-
arships and facilitates programs de-
signed to help students and keep them 
on course for degree completion.

Vermilion Campus Foundation honors retired educators

Retired educators Butch and Lucy Diesslin, of Ely, were the 2024 
recipients of the Vermilion Campus Foundation Supporter Award. 
photo by C. Clark
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Nitpicking continues over open meeting law issues

GREENWOOD TWP- For 
three solid hours here on Tuesday 
night, the hostility between the 
previous majority and the current 
majority on the Greenwood Town 
Board showed no indication of 
winding down.

It began during public comment, 
when former township clerk and su-
pervisor Sue Drobac had questions 
about a bill paid by the township, 
but then went on to question current 
clerk Debby Spicer. When Spicer 
didn’t respond (the board generally 
listens during public comment and 
doesn’t engage in back-and-forth), 
she pointedly asked why Spicer was 
looking at her phone. After more 
argument with Chair Lois Roskos-
ki about some files that had been 
misplaced during the transition after 
last March’s election, Drobac then 
criticized the style of minutes being 
prepared by Spicer.

“Whoever is typing the min-
utes,” Drobac said, “it looks to me 
like opinions, not what is just hap-
pening at the meeting.” Drobac said 
that the Minnesota Association of 
Townships prefers to simply say 
there was a discussion on a topic, 
and not to describe the entire con-
versation.

Roskoski noted that the board 
cannot tell the clerk how to do her 
job.

“She is being subjective about 
everything,” said Drobac.

Spicer’s minutes have been 
descriptive, often including direct 
quotes, and blow-by-blow coverage 
of the more combative conversa-
tions during the meeting. But super-
visors do have the option, and often 
do, make changes to the minutes be-
fore final approval at the following 

board meeting.
After being gaveled to silence 

and talking angrily back to the au-
dience, Drobac said, “I am not leav-
ing, thank you.”

When it was time to approve 
the minutes from the Sept. 12 meet-
ing, supervisor John Bassing tried 
to clarify why he, supervisor Rick 
Stoehr, and treasurer Jeff Maus had 
left the meeting.

“We said it was a special meet-
ing,” Bassing said, “and the chair 
did not read the entire opinion from 
attorney Mike Couri.”

Bassing went on to read from 
an email that he said was sent the 
day of the Sept. 12 meeting. “I be-
lieve the key question,” the attorney 
wrote, “is whether the township 
posted a revised meeting schedule 
with the new regular meeting date 

of Sept. 12. If the revised meeting 
schedule…was posted at least four 
days prior to today’s meeting, then 
I believe tonight’s meeting will be 
a regular meeting.” If the meeting 
was considered a special meeting, 
the posting would have to include 
the purpose of the meeting.

“That’s why we left,” Bassing 
said. “It was not posted.”

Roskoski noted that this infor-
mation was not presented at the Sep-
tember meeting.

Bassing said he did not get a 
copy of the email from Couri until 
12 days after the meeting.

“There is a lot of duplicity 
here,” he told Roskoski, “You had 
the email.”

“You walked out before I could 
finish reading it,” said Roskoski.

Bassing then claimed to have 

a photograph of the bulletin board 
four days prior of the meeting, with-
out the posting.

“I also have a photograph of 
the bulletin board,” said Roskoski. 
“Our clerk said it was out there.” 
The meeting was posted as a reg-
ular meeting, and the agenda was 
also available. Whether or not the 
monthly meeting calendar had been 
updated was not confirmed.

“I believe that I did and it was 
on the bulletin board,” said Spicer.

At that point the audience be-
gan to grumble, voicing displeasure 
with the tone of the discussion.

Roskoski asked why the Bass-
ings had not come to the clerk or 
the chair if they thought the meeting 
hadn’t been posted properly. John’s 
wife JoAnn, the former clerk, is now 
the township’s deputy treasurer.

“Deputy treasurer Bassing, 
if you saw something wrong, you 
should have come to us,” said 
Roskoski.

Members of the audience were 
clearly impatient with the nitpicking 
and “gotcha” attitude on display.

“Are these the important is-
sues?” asked audience member Jet 
Galonski. “This is BS.”

Roskoski noted that an open 
meeting law violation has to be a 
“willful” violation. She said the 
meeting was posted, as well as no-
ticed in the newspaper.

“We have been accused three 
or four times of open meeting viola-
tions,” said supervisor Paul Skubic. 
“We keep getting accused of it. Then 
do something about it. Come on. 
Spend time doing something good 
for the township.”

This statement garnered a lot of 
applause from the audience.

“So, the public is saying that 
John never did anything good for 
township?” asked Drobac.

“This is a violation of the open 
meeting law,” said JoAnn Bassing.

Roskoski again gaveled down 
the talk from audience member 
Drobac, and asked her to leave the 
meeting. Drobac refused to leave, 
giggling, and saying, “let’s see how 
this gets written up next time.”

Later in the meeting, there was 
more discussion of the open meeting 
law issue.

“Why aren’t we all trying to 
work together,” asked Roskoski. 
“We all ran to do what is best for 
Greenwood.”

Roskoski noted that JoAnn 
Bassing received an attorney or 
Minnesota Association of Town-
ships email meant for current clerk 
Spicer regarding the August meet-
ing that had been rescheduled.

“Why didn’t JoAnn just talk to 
Debby?” Roskoski asked. “This has 
happened twice. You have seen it 
and not talked to us.”

JoAnn Bassing said that when 
she and Drobac had met with 
Roskoski and Spicer after the elec-
tion, “we got the feeling that neither 
wanted to know what we knew. You 
turned me off at the very beginning.”

Roskoski noted there is “a 
group continuously trying to find 
problems.”

JoAnn Bassing and Jeff Maus 
said they were hurt when there were 
questions about financial reports and 
inconsistent financial totals. Maus 
also said that the Spicer would not 
allow deputy treasurer JoAnn Bass-
ing access to the treasurer’s office, 
when Maus had asked JoAnn to pick 
up some papers for him.”

“Maybe we need to bring in a 
therapist,” said Roskoski, who had 
largely kept her cool through the 
combative exchanges. “I just want 
everybody to be respectful. We have 
a lot of work to be done.”

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Town board chair Lois Roskoski (left) made good use of her 
gavel during the three-hour long Greenwood meeting on Oct. 
8. The rest of the meeting write-up will be in next week’s paper. 
photo by J. Summit

REGIONAL— Gov. Tim Walz 
has appointed Jessica Fralich, a for-
mer St. Louis County prosecutor 
and current Duluth city attorney, to 
fill the Sixth Judicial District judge 
position being vacated by David M. 
Johnson’s retirement.

“It is my honor to appoint Jes-
sica Fralich to the St. Louis County 
bench,” said Walz in a press state-
ment this week. 

Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan also 
lauded Fralich’s appointment. 
“Whether it is serving as Duluth’s 
city attorney or working as a judicial 
referee, her commitment to service 
and community is at the heart of 
what drives her. Her deep familiarity 
and understanding of the St. Louis 
County justice system will make her 
a great asset to this bench.”

In addition to her work as a 
city attorney, judicial referee, and 
county prosecutor, Fralich has 
served as a team member for Do-

mestic Violence Restorative Circles, 
the Domestic Violence Response 
Team, and the Range Coordinated 
Community Response Team. Her 
community involvement includes 
working with local agencies to de-
velop and provide training designed 
to increase awareness regarding the 
impact of domestic abuse and ensure 
implementation of best practices by 
system professionals. Fralich earned 
her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire and J.D. from 
Hamline University School of Law.

Voters will elect another new 
member to the Sixth District bench 
in November for a position that 
came available when incumbent 
District Judge Dale Harris decided 
to retire rather than seek re-election. 
Former Duluth city attorney Gunnar 
Johnson and Duluth attorney Shawn 
Reed emerged from a crowded pri-
mary field to compete for the spot.

 Minnesota’s Sixth Judicial Dis-
trict encompasses Carlton, Cook, 
Lake, and St. Louis counties.

Duluth city attorney appointed to court

Jessica Fralich

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor



One of the 
many false nar-
ratives used by 
Donald Trump 
throughout his 
campaign for the 
White House is the 
notion that the fen-
tanyl crisis is being 
fed by immigrants 
seeking a better 
future in America. 
As with so much 
of what comes out 
of Trump’s mouth, 
this story is virtually pure 
fiction and, as always, ac-
cepts no responsibility for 

the failures of his 
own chaotic ad-
ministration.

F e n t a n y l 
has, indeed, been 
responsible for 
an unprecedent-
ed spike in drug 
overdose deaths 
in the U.S. since 
2014, but there 
is zero evidence 
of a connection 
to illegal immi-
gration. In fact, 

a recent analysis of arrest re-
cords from U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection by the lib-

ertarian Cato Institute, found 
that 80 percent of those ar-
rested for trafficking fentan-
yl across our borders were 
U.S. citizens. Virtually all of 
the remaining were non-citi-
zens, but they were arrested 
at ports of entry, virtually all 
of them driving vehicles. As 
the Cato Institute points out, 
that’s not how or where un-
documented immigrants are 
coming across the border. In-
deed, these foreign traffick-
ers were simply entering the 
U.S. temporarily, as happens 
legally at both our northern 
and southern borders tens 

of thousands of times a day. 
They just happened to be 
carrying illicit drugs.

Further evidence of the 
disconnect between undoc-
umented immigration and 
fentanyl is found in the trend 
lines of overdose deaths 
from this synthetic drug. 
What Donald Trump would 
never acknowledge is that 
the sharpest rise in fentanyl 
deaths in the U.S. occurred 
under his administration. 
According to the Center for 
Disease Control, 68,647 
Americans died of overdos-
es of all kinds between April 

2018 and April 2019. By 
April 2020, that had jumped 
to 78,021 and then jumped to 
nearly 100,000 annual deaths 
by the time Trump left office, 
a 45 percent increase over 
just two years. 

What’s more, far from 
ignoring the problem as the 
former president did, the 
Biden/Harris administration 
has pursued a wide-ranging 
set of policy prescriptions 
that have remarkably slowed 
the flow of fentanyl into the 
country and reduced over-
dose deaths by as much as 30 
percent in some Midwestern 

states and about 20 percent 
nationally from the previous 
peaks. Overdose deaths from 
fentanyl will almost certain-
ly be below the levels expe-
rienced under Trump by the 
time Biden leaves office if 
the current trends continue.

Unlike Trump, who sees 
tragedy as something to ex-
ploit for political benefit, the 
Biden/Harris administration 
undertook a series of effec-
tive policy prescriptions that 
most public health experts 

Time to imagine a 
new way forward

“We’re not going back!”  Stories 
we tell ourselves shape our learning, 
believing, thinking, and doing and 
so shall we become.  Stories of gen-
der inequality, white supremacy and 
class dominance have whitewashed 
history.  Are we separate and above 
nature or dependent and integral; 
competitive and greedy or coopera-
tive and altruistic; wicked and selfish 
or good and just?

Biblical stories tell us “be fruitful 
and multiply,” have dominion over 
and subdue the Earth.  “God, above 
and beyond nature” sets the stage for 
anthropocentrism, that Earth is sub-
ordinate to mankind.  Another story 
of spirituality places human beings 
with an Earthly responsibility of 
stewardship as planetary caretakers 
and caregivers.

Hobbesian theory (1600s A.D.) 
has been powerful in persuading that 
human beings are born selfish, com-
petitive, and power hungry while 
Rousseau (1700s A.D.) portrayed 
hunter-gatherers in more generous 
terms as being simple, naturally 
good, cooperative, but corrupted by 
society. Another story tells us we are 
imaginative, creative and resilient by 
nature to reorganize and choose an-
other way.

“Those who fail, have only them-
selves to blame,” is pure rubbish!   
“Survival of the fittest” nonsense per-
vades our “rags to riches” stories to 
“pull yourself up by the bootstraps” 
hyper-individualism. Unquestioned 
assumptions and false claims are 
baseless assertions unsupported by 
evidence. Scientifically, nothing tells 
us we’re on a one-way trajectory of 
evolution with inevitable outcomes.  
As old prejudices, false beliefs and 
tyranny of ignorance fade, new pos-
sibilities emerge before our eyes.

Neuroscience reveals the brain’s 
ability to change itself.  Accumulat-
ing evidence suggests that social be-
ings are adaptable, not “stuck,” but 
capable of redesigning how we orga-
nize ourselves. We are the architects 
of the social structures we build. Sto-
ries that we are basically good and 
cooperative social creatures may pro-
duce happier outcomes.  As “Trump’s 
Watches” run out of time, imagine “A 
New Way Forward!”

Harold Honkola
Stillwater

The hypocrites of 
big business

During intense political cam-
paigns such as we have now, rheto-
ric often echoes with accusations of 
a candidate being “socialist” or even 
“communist.” If they are in favor of 
the government helping individuals 
or businesses weather difficult times 
or gain advantage over foreign com-
petition, it is labeled as being “social-
ist.” 

Elon Musk (billionaire) has spo-
ken out against higher taxes for the 
wealthy, is against subsidies for busi-
nesses and has stated that the govern-
ment shouldn’t control capital. Let’s 
look at Musk’s track record on those 
issues:

Musk’s SpaceX got a $2.89 bil-
lion contract with NASA in April 
2021. Also he received a $653 mil-
lion contract with the Air Force in 
2020. While not subsidies per se, it 
shows Musk is eager to do business 
with the big government he says 
“should not control capital.”

Pandemic stimulus cash flowed 
to Musk in 2020 in the form of “pay-
roll benefits.” This he received while 
tweeting that individual citizens 
should NOT get personal aid from 
the federal stimulus package!!

Here are some more examples of 
Musk receiving government money:

New York State gave $750 mil-
lion towards Musk’s SolarCity plant 
in Buffalo, N.Y. SolarCity reported in 
2015 it had received $497.5 million 
in direct grants (outright subsidies) 
from the U.S. Treasury. A Los An-
geles Times investigation shows that 
it was much higher at $1.5 billion 
based on reported sales. SolarCity 
also received tax credits that covered 
30 percent of the cost of photovoltaic 
systems that SolarCity installed.

As of 2015, Tesla had sold 
$517 million in environmental credits 
to its competitors, thanks to enabling 
government legislation. Tax credits 
to purchasers of electric vehicles also 
led to more sales of Tesla EVs.

Nevada gave $1.3 billion to 
Tesla in the form of tax breaks and 
other incentives to build a Tesla “gi-
gafactory” in 2014.

Texas gave Musk $15 million 
in 2014 in the form of economic de-
velopment subsidies. This was to 
build the world’s first commercial 
rocket launch pad. Texas local and 
state officials changed state laws so 
as to be able to close a public beach 

during launches and provide legal 
protection against noise lawsuits!

Sources: Business Insider/Reu-
ters/Los Angeles Times

These are not the only examples 
of rich folks using the principle 
of OPM, (Other People’s Money, 
a.k.a taxpayer’s money) to become 
wealthy while posing as independent 
“Captains of Industry,” and “anti-
Socialists.”

Mark Roalson
Hoyt Lakes

Trump’s mental 
competency is 
increasingly in doubt

Democracy is based on the con-
cept that the people have the right to 
determine by their vote who will be 
their leader. The U.S. Constitution’s 
requirements to be President are that 
the person be 35 years or older, a nat-
ural born citizen of the United States, 
and a resident of the U.S. for at least 
14 years. The judgment for further 
qualifications is up to the voters.

Candidate Trump’s mental health 
has become a public issue. Trump, at 
age 78, is now the oldest major par-
ty nominee for President in history. 
His recent speeches are more inco-
herent and rambling. Trump’s niece, 
Mary Trump, a clinical psychologist, 
wrote a book identifying disorders 
she believes he has. According to a 
recent article in the New York Times, 
“Trump has seemed confused, for-
getful, incoherent, and disconnected 
from reality lately.”

“Trump is never wrong,” Trump 
said recently, adding “I am never, 
ever wrong.” That is not true. During 
his previous presidential campaign, 
he said he would eliminate the feder-
al deficit, which he did not do, but ac-
tually increased the debt by $6.7 tril-
lion while in office, the most in any 
four-year period under any previous 
president. He also said he would get 
Mexico to pay for the border wall. It 
never happened.

The importance of the mental 
condition acceptance of a presiden-
tial candidate is left to the voters. In 
the case of Trump, we can only judge 
his mental decline revealed by his 
public words and actions. He will not 
provide a public medical report by a 
competent and politically unbiased 
doctor, despite the fact that his prede-
cessors have done so.

Gerry Snyder
Simsbury/Ely
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Trump and Vance show they lack respect 
for America’s norms and traditions

Remarkably cordial. That 
was the most common take on 
last week’s vice-presidential 
debate between Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Walz and Ohio Sen. 
JD Vance. 

The debate was remark-
able only in the contrast it 
provided with the man at the 
top of the GOP ticket. Politics 
has always been rough and 
tumble in America, but since 
the day that Trump rode down 
the golden escalator at Trump 
Tower to accuse Mexicans, 
among other things, of being 
rapists and drug dealers, pol-
itics has grown increasingly 
dishonest, mean, even cruel. 

Trump is, without ques-
tion, the primary impetus 
behind this devolution of the 
country’s political discussion. 
What we saw last week was 
an example of how the two 
major parties used to inter-
act. Real debate on the policy 
matters, but without the de-
monization that has marked 
our politics since Trump. 

Trump, who has little in-
terest in government policy, 
has focused instead on hyper-
bolic, often childish, personal 
and mocking attacks on his 
political opponents and the 
use of false narratives.  He 
brings all the sophistication of 
a circus barker, looking to get 
the public’s attention through 
the kind of antics that most 
political leaders have tradi-
tionally shied away from— 
with good reason.

Many of his support-
ers say they like that Trump 
doesn’t sound like a normal 
politician, or that he says 
things they believe but could 
get them fired, or criticized, 
for saying. That’s not a good 
thing. Society works to en-
courage its values by penal-
izing those who deviate from 
established norms. Teaching 
honesty and kindness are 
considered the marks of good 
parenting or are the kinds of 
values that most of us would 
expect children to learn in 
elementary school. People 
who continuously lie out of 
self-interest, cheat, or act or 
speak cruelly or in a bigoted 
way against others, are right-
ly criticized as ill-behaved or 
lacking basic decency. With-
out such constraints, society 
devolves in exactly the same 
way we’ve seen in our poli-
tics. 

While Trump’s support-
ers might get a thrill when he 
falsely claims that Haitians 
are eating pets in Ohio, or 
that his Democratic opponent 
Kamala Harris is mentally im-
paired (when, clearly, she is 
not), or when he urges his sup-
porters to brutalize protesters, 
or spreads lies about FEMA 
or our election process, these 
things matter. There are con-
sequences when Trump calls 
for executing political oppo-

nents, falsely accuses Demo-
crats of supporting the murder 
of living infants or accuses 
immigrants of “poisoning the 
blood of America.” 

There is no doubt that 
Trump has made America 
an angrier place than in the 
recent past, when people of 
differing political persuasions 
could disagree without being 
disagreeable. Families and 
communities are more divid-
ed today over politics than at 
any time in memory. More 
people live in fear that polit-
ical differences could spill 
over into violence than has 
been the case in at least half 
a century.

While there were always 
exceptions, most politicians 
in America, particularly at the 
presidential level, recognized 
that they had an obligation to 
set a standard that elevated 
the discussion in America and 
that respected both our institu-
tions and the American story 
in general, even as that story 
has been mythologized over 
the years. America has never 
been perfect, but it is, today, a 
far cry from the hellhole that 
Trump routinely describes 
on the stump. That’s because 
we have, for centuries, es-
tablished societal norms that 
fostered the very qualities 
that most of us try to find in 
our fellow Americans every 
day—honesty, hard work, 
and a willingness to help oth-
ers when in need. Here in the 
Midwest, especially, we were 
raised to treat others with 
kindness, to demonstrate hu-
mility, and to be careful of 
words that can hurt.

These are lessons that 
Donald Trump never learned, 
and when his supporters cite 
his resistance to basic hu-
man decency or honesty as a 
strength, we can only shake 
our heads at the lack of com-
mon sense. 

Our political norms mat-
ter, because they form the 
basis for democratic gover-
nance. The U.S. Constitution 
and all that its words have 
manifested over the past 248 
years depend entirely on our 
willingness to abide by the 
norms and traditions that 
have long guided our polit-
ical process. That includes 
the peaceful transfer of pow-
er and the acknowledgement 
that elections are legitimate 
even when you don’t win. 
When Sen. Vance refused to 
answer that basic question at 
last week’s debate — whether 
Trump had lost the 2020 elec-
tion — he had an opportunity 
to demonstrate his willing-
ness to operate by America’s 
traditions. Instead, he showed 
he plans to follow in Trump’s 
disgraceful footsteps. That’s 
not “America first.” That’s 
putting America last. 

Putting America last
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Trump made fentanyl crisis worse; Biden and Harris have brought solutions

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER



Vance seeks to 
mislead the public

In the recent debate Sen-
ator Vance repetitiously stat-
ed that Vice President Kama-
la Harris has been in office 
for 3.5 years and has had 
plenty of time to do all that 
she is proposing.   Either JD 
Vance lacks basic knowledge 
from civics (how our govern-
ment works), or he was sim-
ply dishonest.

The presidential candi-
date chooses the vice-pres-
idential candidate, who 
is elected with the presi-
dent.   After receiving input 
from many sources, the Pres-
ident of the United States 
makes the decisions for the 
executive branch.  The vice 
president is only one of 
many inputs.  The vice presi-
dent has no authority to make 
policy decisions.  The buck 
stops with the President.   

There simply is no “Har-
ris Administration.”

Vice President Kamala 
Harris has not had authority 
to do what she is now pro-
posing to do as President.   If 
elected, a President Kamala 
Harris would, then, have the 
authority to propose laws and 
policies to implement pro-
grams she is proposing.  

The President directs 
one branch of our govern-
ment and proposes potential 
laws.  If the Congress doesn’t 
pass the bills and approve 
the funding, the President’s 
proposed laws are not im-
plemented.  If the Supreme 
Court doesn’t uphold the law, 
the law is stricken or limited.

We have seen the Biden 
administration (which does 

exist) attempt to pass many 
laws to help workers, the 
needy, and address a num-
ber of serious problems only 
to see the Republican-led 
House fail to pass the laws.  
The Biden administration 
working with the House and 
Senate developed an immi-
gration law proposal that 
Republicans and Democrats 
agreed would make a big dif-
ference in addressing immi-
gration.  At the last moment, 
candidate Donald Trump told 
the Republicans in the House 
to kill the bill because “if 
passed, it would be a feather 
in Biden’s hat,” and Trump 
wanted to make it a cam-
paign issue, rather than let it 
pass and solve the problem.

JD Vance knows civics; 
he knows there is no “Harris 
administration.  However, he 
stated several times he sup-
ports Donald Trump’s poli-
cies.   

Understanding what 
Donald Trump’s policies 
are might be difficult but 
he is often associated with 
Project 2025.  As examples, 
Project 2025 calls for cut-
ting aid for disasters such as 
Hurricane Helene, cutting 
aid to Ukraine, and breaking 
unions. 

Harris’ proposed pol-
icies sound like a whole lot 
better deal.

Keith Steva
Cook

To the voters of the 
Eighth District

Republican Pete Staub-
er has been the congressman 
for Grand Rapids and Iron 
Range cities for the past six 

years.  His performance in 
office has been so dismal that 
the patently conservative, 
Duluth News Tribune has en-
dorsed his Democratic chal-
lenger, Jen Schultz. It was 
recently revealed that Staub-
er ranks in the top 11 percent 
of members of Congress with 
the most missed votes.  In a 
word: The man is not even 
showing up for work!

By contrast, Jen Schultz, 
a former state legislator from 
Duluth, was able to success-
fully pass legislation to ad-
vance access to affordable 
health care, reduce drug pric-
es, and expand coverage for 
telehealth. She secured mil-
lions of dollars in bonding 
projects for Essentia hospital 
and St. Luke’s medical dis-
trict.  Jen Schultz was able to 
successfully navigate divid-
ed government where no par-
ty had complete control.  She 
put people above party poli-
tics to pass vital legislation.   
 
The outcome of this partic-
ular contest is of particular 
concern to our small cities 
and townships in the Eighth 
District as we desperately 
need help funding our fire-
fighters/EMTs, our ground 
ambulance services, and 
dollars to keep our hospital 
doors open. Schultz has a 
passion for delivering afford-
able health care. Her father 
was a Vietnam veteran as 
well as a fireman/EMT.  A 
vote for Jen Schultz will be 
a vote for the people of the 
Eighth.  

Mary Drewes
Grand Rapids

The world’s 
leading killer

We need to be paying 
close attention to what Israel 
is doing to the Palestinians. 
Israel has killed over 41,000 
people in Palestine, mostly 
women and children. Israel 
has bombed homes, hospi-
tals, schools and it could be 
ended immediately with a 
word from Biden. But what 
Netanyahu is doing is ex-
actly what the U.S. govern-
ment wants. Hamas and the 
Palestinians are the victims 
and Israel is, since 1948, 
the aggressor. The Palestin-
ians have the right to defend 
themselves. Hamas has a 
right to defend Palestine. 

The bombs and bullets 
that are killing and destroy-
ing are being paid for by us, 
the U.S. citizens. Shame on 
the U.S. president. Shame 
on the Senators and Rep-
resentatives who are trai-
tors to all that is good and 
certainly, if you are paying 
attention, can see that they 
don’t represent we the peo-
ple. War is not the answer to 
anyone who is sane. But war 
is the answer of the crimi-
nals in Washington. Not all, 
but most of America’s pol-
iticians gave the genocidal 
Netanyahu standing ova-
tions in Washington. Shades 
of Hitler before the Second 
World War.

Vote for what’s his 
name and you are supporting 
genocide. Vote for what’s 
her name and you are sup-
porting genocide. How can 
America be a democracy 

when there is no real choice-
mass murder from either 
side. Have we become the 
Nazis? Or do we continue to 
be Nazis— 3 million dead 
Vietnamese, 1 million dead 
Iraqis, so many killed by 
the U.S. in Latin America, 
Africa, Asia. America is one 
gigantic and evil killing ma-
chine. I’m glad (I hope) that 
we are waking up. There is 
nothing more important in 
the world than peace. Amer-
ica doesn’t seem to want it. I 
promise you America is not 
the good guy. The genocide 
in Palestine is 100 percent 

American sponsored. Don’t 
let Biden blame Netanyahu.

Steve Johnson
Ely
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We welcome 
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the 
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Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 
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R e c e n t l y , 
an acquaintance 
commented on 
the striking differ-
ences between the 
Republican and 
DFL (Democrat-
ic-Farmer-Labor) 
platforms for Min-
nesota. Although 
I’m familiar with 
the Democratic 
platform, I re-
alized I’d never 
checked out the 
specifics of what the Minnesota Re-
publicans include in their platform 
nor how they compare, so it was 
time.

The platforms are intended to 
reflect the values of the party and are 
the basis for their legislative action 
plans. Suggestions for the platform 
begin as resolutions from caucuses 
and county, legislative, and senate 
conventions; those that are approved 
work their way to the state level and 
on to the national level. Each item 
in the DFL platform has received at 
least a 60 percent affirmative vote 
at the DFL State Convention. How 
the Republicans approve platform 
planks is not evident in their online 
resources, and the state headquar-
ters has not returned my call.

I read a story about a first-time 
voter who sought advice from his 
uncle. Instead of proselytizing, his 
uncle gave him copies of the party 
platforms and asked him to decide 
which fit him better. I would venture 
to say that most voters have not read 
any of the platforms, which would 
be an excellent first step to under-
standing the parties’ underpinnings. 
However, the short versions, little 
more than a list of key words, can be 
so general as to be misleading. They 
can create the impression that the 
Republicans and Democrats basi-
cally agree. A deeper read for more 

details is necessary. Following 
are some examples.

 Both parties have health 
care in their platforms, under 
“Health & Human Services” in 
the DFL document, and labeled 
as “Strengthen Our Health 
Care” in the Republican plat-
form. The enlightenment is in 
the details. The DFL believes 
that “all people should have 
the opportunity to be self-suf-
ficient, secure, and healthy.” 
They support:

  “Nationally-funded, 
community-based comprehensive 
and affordable health care for all 
with adoption of a single payer 
health care system.

 Services to children to ensure 
their healthy start in life.  

 Private and public funding 
for health care programs that in-
clude pregnancy care, family plan-
ning and abortions, regardless of 
age or income.

 Institutional and outpatient 
mental health programs and ser-
vices that provide equal access, 
continuity of care, and protection of 
patient rights. 

 Expedited funding for AIDS 
and HIV research, and care for the 
afflicted. 

 Programs to assist displaced 
persons, including refugees, dis-
placed homemakers, and the home-
less.”

The Republican platform focus 
is quite different. First and fore-
most, they support:

 “Genuine market competi-
tion, reduced government interfer-
ence, and upholding medical free-
dom to strengthen our health care 
system.

  Limiting government regu-
lation and mandates in health care.

 “Respecting the sanctity of 
life.” (No specifics are mentioned 
regarding abortion restrictions.)

Also specified was to “protect 
patient bodily autonomy and em-
phasize the doctor and informed pa-
tient relationship.” 

This latter statement sounds 
contradictory to having someone 
else make decisions about my body 
and health care decisions.

The difference in priorities be-
tween the parties is quite clear. The 
DFL wants everyone to have pub-
licly funded health care, no excep-
tions, and emphasizes that by desig-
nating a number of groups who are 
often overlooked and underserved. 
The Republican platform is saying 
that health care will be strengthened 
if it is privatized in spite of that fact 
the Medicare has been a successful 
program with low overhead. The 
“genuine” market competition, de-
creased government interference, 
and increased “medical freedom,” 
remain undefined. A puzzling ad-
ditional Republican item in this 
section is to increase funding for 
long-term, senior, and veteran care. 
That isn’t defined nor is it clear how 
that would happen or be funded in a 
“genuinely competitive market.”  

Both platforms have sections 
regarding elections purporting sup-
port government accountability and 
election integrity. The differences 
are stark.

The DFL platform speaks to 
ensuring “the political right of all 
citizens through fair elections and 
responsible government” by sup-
porting:

 Campaign finance reform, 
including: Fair public financing of 
presidential and congressional elec-
tions.  

 A ban on gifts from lobbyists 
to elected officials. 

 Disclosure of financial polit-
ical campaign support. 

 The use of ranked choice 
voting, also known as instant runoff 
voting, for local, state, and all fed-

eral primary and general elections.
  Enforcement of standards of 

ethical conduct and accountability 
for elected officials.

The Republican priorities are:
  Support the Electoral Col-

lege and oppose national popular 
vote.  

  Oppose rank choice voting.
  Support one day of voting, 

limited use of absentee ballots; plus, 
no ballot received after election day 
shall be counted. 

  Ban ballot harvesting.* 
  Require voters to present a 

government-issued photo identifi-
cation showing U.S. citizenship and 
Minnesota residency. A free option 
paid for by the state should be avail-
able. 

  Require voters to either reg-
ister at least 30 days prior to an elec-
tion or cast a provisional ballot.

  Eliminate state participation 
in the Electronic Registration Infor-
mation Center (ERIC).**

  Oppose Non-Government 
Organization (NGO) involvement 
in funding election processes and 
reporting.*** 

* Ballet harvesting means giv-
ing assistance to someone who can-
not deliver their own ballet

**ERIC is a national database 
tracking and correlating voter reg-
istrations with licensing and iden-
tification data from motor vehicle 
departments.

***This refers to NGOs like 
Common Cause that work to im-
prove the integrity and transparency 
of elections. They undertake voter 
education programs and can also 
lobby policy-makers and electoral 
officials for better policies and elec-
toral legislation. 

You might ask why the Re-
publican party would oppose these 
NGO efforts and other provisions 
for accessible elections? It seems 
apparent that while the DFL pro-

motes opportunities to make voting 
easy and available, the Republican 
party platform comes down on the 
side of restricting not only the time-
frame and opportunities to vote but 
oversight of the processes by neutral 
observers. I can only think that it’s 
because they believe the restrictions 
would have more impact on Demo-
cratic voters. I have heard the theory 
that Republicans could never win a 
presidential election if the popular 
vote were to replace the electoral 
college. Whether or not that is true, 
they are strong proponents of main-
taining the electoral college, which 
has often meant the result is deter-
mined by a few swing states. Plus, 
a president may be elected who did 
not receive a majority of the popular 
vote, as happened with George W. 
Bush in 2000 and Donald Trump in 
2016. While both platforms claim 
to support election integrity, such 
polar opposite views hardly seem to 
support the same goals.

These are examples from only 
two sections of the party platforms, 
which are modified periodically. 
The 2022 National Republican Plat-
form supported cutting or eliminat-
ing taxes on capital gains, business-
es, and inheritance, which would 
primarily benefit wealthier people. 
Also included was phasing out So-
cial Security by allowing younger 
Americans to invest part of their 
FICA taxes in personal accounts 
while continuing to fulfill our ob-
ligations to older Americans. By 
contrast, the 2024 RNC platform 
says, “fight for and protect Social 
Security and Medicare with no cuts, 
including no changes to the retire-
ment age.” Quite a change in rhet-
oric, perhaps because of national 
pushback to their earlier stance.

 I hope this has piqued your 
curiosity, which you can satisfy by 
googling the 2024 Minnesota Re-
publican (or Democratic) Platform. 

believe have played a role in 
improving the situation. 

That includes sustained 
international pressure on 
the Chinese companies that 
make the precursor chem-
icals need to manufacture 
fentanyl and working with 
Chinese officials as well. At 
the same time, the adminis-
tration has worked closely 
with Mexican officials to 
crack down on the cartels 
behind the flood of fentanyl 
that began to arrive in the 
U.S. about ten years ago. 
Remarkably, National Public 
Radio recently reported that 

fentanyl has recently become 
hard to find in some U.S. 
markets, evidence of the ef-
fectiveness of the Biden/Har-
ris approach.

Biden’s treasury depart-
ment has also recently insti-
tuted sanctions against indi-
viduals at the head of some 
of the most violent cartels as 
well as Chinese companies 
that contribute chemicals to 
the manufacturing process. 
Experts in drug policy say 
the multi-faceted effort by 
the Biden/Harris adminis-
tration appears to be bearing 
fruit.

The administration has 
also helped reduce the lethal-
ity of fentanyl through public 
health policy, specifically by 
making naloxone, the drug 
that counteracts the effects of 
fentanyl overdose, available 
over the counter. Many reg-
ular fentanyl users say they 
now carry naloxone with 
them and the ready accessi-
bility has helped to prevent 
thousands of needless deaths. 

It, once again, demon-
strates that the federal gov-
ernment can play a role in 
solving problems, when 
those we put in charge are 

actually interested in using 
government’s abilities to 
make lives better for Amer-
icans. 

Those efforts can too 
quickly be undermined when 
politicians seek to exploit 
crises to spread disinforma-
tion, target scapegoats, and 
shift responsibility away 
from their own lack of solu-
tions. That, of course, is the 
standard operating procedure 
of former president Donald 
Trump. 

Solutions versus ex-
ploitation: that’s one of the 
key choices in this election. 

Which party platform is a fit for you?

BETTY
FIRTH



TSHS weekly winner
TOWER- The Week 4 

winner of a $100 cash prize 
of the Charlemagne’s 52 
Club is Kate Larson of Elk 
River.  

History Tidbit: Small 
towns were planned and 
platted near Tower but never 
fully developed. Hinsdale 
and Walsh are two of those 
places - Hinsdale is along 
the lakeshore between Tower 
and Cook, and Walsh is be-
tween Tower and Kugler.

TSAA Fall Auction 
set for Nov. 14

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Athletic Associ-
ation annual fall fundraiser 
auction will be held on 
Thursday, Nov. 14 starting at 
5 p.m. at the Wilderness at 
Fortune Bay.

Tickets are $30 in ad-
vance, and $35 at the door 
(if any seats left). Reserve 
your ticket by calling Jodi at 
218-753-2950 or stop by the 
Timberjay office in Tower 
(tickets must be paid in 
advance). Seating is limited 
to 60 people, and the event 
has sold out the last few 
years. The ticket price covers 
the cost of the hot and cold 
appetizer buffet. Drinks are 
available to purchase at the 
bar.

This fun-filled eve-
ning includes a social hour, 
karaoke with LuAnn, raffles, 
plinko, games, and a live and 
silent auction. There will be 
many amazing items to bid 
on, including lots of great 
gift ideas for the upcoming 
holidays.

Donations are needed 
for prizes and the silent 
auction. Please drop by the 
Timberjay office in Tower 
or call Jodi at 218-753-2950 
to arrange a pick-up. Also, 
anyone interested in volun-
teering can also contact Jodi.

This annual fundraiser 
raises needed money for 
Tower-Soudan Elementary’s 
PTO, Tower-Soudan youth 
baseball, Vermilion Country 
Charter School, and other 
youth educational opportuni-
ties. The event is sponsored 
by TSAA, Friends of Vermil-
ion Country School, and the 
Tower-Soudan PTO.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.
Tower City Council, 5:30 
p.m. on Oct. 14

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-5 
p.m. New location in the old 
St. James Church bulding. 
Next food shelf day is Oct. 
15. 

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the first 
and third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake Vermilion 
12x12 (Open) 6:30 p.m. at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Tower. Use the rear side 
door entrance.

Breitung Town Board- 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 17

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENTWeek of October 14 

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Lunch Bunch to meet 
on Oct. 17 in Aurora

AURORA- The Lunch 
Bunch will meet on Thurs-
day, Oct. 17 at The Hive in 
Aurora at 12:30 p.m. RSVP 
to Kathy at 218-753-2530. 
Everyone is welcome to join 
the group for lunch and con-
versation.

Tower Food Shelf 
collecting back-
packs and winter 
weather gear

TOWER- The Tower 
Food Shelf is seeking chil-
dren- and adult-sized back-
packs for their new “Fill the 
Pack Drive for the Needy.” 
Backpacks can be dropped 
off at the Tower Food Shelf 
building, or call Kate with 
any questions at 763-528-
5396. The food shelf will be 
filling the children’s back-
packs with snacks for chil-
dren to have over the week-
end, and the food shelf will 
be open on Fridays to hand 
out the backpacks. They 
will also be filling adult-size 
backpacks with supplies to 
hand out to needy adults.

The food shelf is also 

collecting cold weather gear 
to hand out to food shelf cli-
ents this fall.

Amanda Rasmusson 
receives Masters in 
Special Education

BEMIDJI- Amanda 
Rasmusson, of Embarrass, 
received a Masters degree 
in Special Education last 
spring from Bemidji State 
University.  Bemidji State 
University is a member of 
the colleges and universities 
of Minnesota State. Learn 
more at bemidjistate.edu.

 
Scenic Rivers in 
Tower offering kids 
Halloween coloring 
activity

TOWER- Families in 
the Tower-Soudan area are 
invited to stop by the Sce-
nic Rivers Medical Clinic 
in Tower to pick up a chil-
dren’s Halloween coloring 
page. Completed pages that 
are returned will be on dis-
play at the clinic, and all 
those who return a page will 
receive a treat bag!

Food Shelf taco 
dinner fundraiser 
on Nov. 1

TOWER- The Tower 
Food Shelf is hosting a taco 
fundraiser dinner on Friday, 
Nov. 1 from 5 – 8 p.m. at the 
Tower Civic Center. There 
will be a silent auction and 
antique bike auction. Do-
nations can be mailed or 
brought to the Tower Food 
Shelf, 302 Spruce St., PO 
Box 533, Tower, MN 55790. 
Call Kate with any questions 
at 763-528-5396.

Tower Food Shelf 
rummage sale on 
Tuesday, Oct. 15

TOWER- The Tower 
Food Shelf is hosting a huge 
rummage sale on Tuesday, 
Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Donations of sellable items 
or cash are welcome and can 
be dropped off at the food 
shelf. During the sale, at-
tendees can enter a drawing 
to win a child’s four-wheel 
pedal bike. All proceeds will 
benefit the food shelf. Call 
Kate with any questions at 
763-528-5396. Donations 

can be dropped of the week-
end of Oct. 12-13 or anytime 
during the day on Oct. 15.

Little Church to 
meet Oct. 12

VERMILION LAKE 
TWP- The Little Church 
committee will meet on Sat-
urday, Oct.12 at 10 a.m. The 
group always welcomes 
anyone and are looking for 
people interested in keeping 
The Little Church preserved 
and maintained in our com-
munity.  The church hosts a 
men’s group that meets ev-
ery Thursday at 9 a.m. for 
coffee and conversation. All 
are welcome. There is also 
a womens group that starts 
around 10:15 a.m. on Thurs-
days. The Little Church is 
located in Vermilion Lake 
Twp. on Co. Rd. 26/Wahl-
sten Rd. Any questions 
contact Len Hujanen at 218-
749-2014.

St. Martin’s 
Christmas Bazaar 
set for Nov. 9

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church in Tower 
will once again be hosting a 

Christmas Bazaar. The event 
will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 9 in the church social 
hall. The church is looking 
for local crafters to partici-
pate. The cost for a table is 
$20. If you are interested, 
please contact Maryann at 
the rectory (218-753-4310) 
by Oct. 16. Office hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, from 9 a.m. – 
noon.

Tower Christmas 
Bazaar set for 
Saturday, Dec. 7

TOWER- The annual 
Christmas Craft Show will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 7 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the 
Lamppa Civic Center. Ta-
bles are available for $25, 
paid in advance. The Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club will 
be selling coffee, treats, and 
lunch.

To reserve a table, con-
tact Jodi at 218-753-2950 or 
mail you table fee to Friends 
of VCS, c/o Jodi Summit, 
PO Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790.

SOUDAN- The Breitung Police De-
partment, with help from lots of family and 
friends, sponsored their third annual Tacos 
with Cops fundraiser on Oct. 5.

Authentic Mexican tacos with all the 
fixings were served, with food prepared 
by Breitung Police Chief Dan Reing’s 
wife Ivette, with help from their extended 
family.

The Breitung Community Center 
had a line already formed before the food 
was even ready to be served, and a steady 
stream of lunch-goers came in all after-
noon.

“This is Ivette’s secret family recipe,” 
said Dan, who said the taco filling was 
slow-roasted beef with special seasonings. 
The meal also included refried beans and 
rice.

The meal was by freewill donation. 
There were also basket raffles and a 50/50 
raffle. All the funds raised are used for 
community outreach and youth program-
ming done by the department, including 
educational programs done at the elemen-
tary and charter high school in Tower.

Tacos with Cops brings the community together

Above: Breitung Police officers Isaac Karolczak, James Vukad, chief Dan Reing, and 
Jim Battin. Below (from left) Dan Reing dressed for the occassion, Shara Dostert and 
Alex Bromley volunteered at the auction table, Isaac’s wife Angelica and their new baby 
Christopher stopped by for some tacos. photos by J. Summit

It’s flag football season in Tower, with Scott 
Chiabotti and John Jirik coaching students 
once a week after school. The players also had 
a chance to play teams from North Woods this 
fall. Left: Dylan Crego moves the ball towards a 
touchdown. Above: Ayva Anderson grabbed the 
flag off runner Vincent Chosa. photos by J. Summit



AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey St., 
Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 E. 
Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-test 
available. 
Call 218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 

CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 4:00 
p.m. Tuesdays, hosted by
Well Being Development, 
Ely. This meeting is sus-
pended temporarily while 
Well Being Development's 
Northern Lights 
Clubhouse moves to its 
new home.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd 
Monday of Month:  6-7:30 
p.m. at Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, Sunday, 
and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday               10 am-6 pm
Tuesday              10 am-6 pm
Wednesday         10 am-6 pm
Thursday             10 am-6 pm
Friday                 10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community educa-
tional lunch gathering meets 
every Tuesday at noon at the 
Grand Ely Lodge. Partici-
pants have an opportunity 
to order lunch. For those 
interested in being a host, 
or who have a speaker sug-
gestion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or call 
her at 218-216-9141. 

U p c o m i n g  Tu e s d a y 
Group speakers:

 Oct. 15: Northwoods 
Volunteer Connection with 
Jo Swanson

 Oct. 22: TBA

In Brief

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2024

clear skies, chilly nights
folks leaving town for winter

leaves move down the street

AROUND TOWN

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

ELY HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING

Ely Public Library 
ELY- The spice for Octo-

ber is anise. Pick up a sample 
and recipes at the front desk 
while supplies last. 

The library will host a 
program on the Arrowhead 
region's New Deal Works 
Progress Administration art-
works on Monday, Oct. 14, 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

The Friends of the Li-
brary Book Club will meet 
on Monday, Oct. 14, from 3-4 
p.m. The book for discussion 
is "The Night Watchman" by 
Louise Erdrich. 

The library will hold an 
online Kahoot trivia game 
on "Misty of Chincoteague," 
"King of the Wind," and 
"Born to Trot" by Margue-
rite Henry. The Kahoot will 
start at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 17, and end at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 22. Participants 
must preregister for the Ka-
hoot so the library can email 
the link for the game. 

The Curiosity Cohort 
group will meet on Tuesday, 
Oct. 22, from 1:30-3 p.m. 
This session will be a hands-
on class for teens and adults 
limited to 15 spots. The li-
brary will have a waitlist if all 
the class spots are filled. Reg-
ister in advance so the library 
can order enough supplies for 
participants.

The library will celebrate 
Frankenstein Friday on Fri-
day, Oct. 25, from 3:30-4:40 
p.m. Learn about Franken-
stein and do some Franken-
stein-related projects.

"How to Say North with 
the Sutter Brothers" is a pro-
gram coming to the library on 
Monday, Oct. 28, from noon-
1 p.m. The program blends 
Ross Sutter's music and three-
time Minnesota Book Award 

winner Bart Sutter's poetry.
The library will hold an 

online Kahoot trivia game 
on the first three books in 
the Bridgerton series by Julia 
Quinn. The Kahoot will start 
at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 
and end at 8 a.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 4. Participants must pre-
register for the Kahoot so the 
library can email the link for 
the game. 

Stop by the library on 
Thursday, Oct. 31 in costume 
to receive a fun treat.

Preschool Storytime is 
held every Friday from 10:30-
11 a.m. All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library at 
224 E. Chapman St. unless 
otherwise noted. 
Babbitt Public Library 

BABBITT- The library is 
now open on Fridays again. 

Win an acrylic paint kit. 
Enter a photo of your work 
completed with the Septem-
ber drawing kit from the li-
brary and 321 Art Studio to be 
entered into a drawing to win 
the paint set. Send the photo 
to 321artstudio@gmail.com 
to enter.

The free monthly art kit 
for kids for October is colored 
pencil drawing. Pick one up at 
the library while supplies last.

The library has a take-
and-make fairies kit for kids. 
Kids can take one free kit 
home. Pick one up while sup-
plies last.

The Friends of the Li-
brary are raffling off a ghostly 
Halloween decoration. Pur-
chase tickets at the library for 
$1 apiece. The drawing will 
be at the Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 12 at 1 p.m. 
(see the Harvest Festival no-
tice below). 

The library will hold a 

class on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
at 2 p.m. to make your own 
decorative ghost. This is an 
adult-only class. Cost is $5. 
Spots in the class are limited 
and registration is required. 
Stop at the library to register 
or call the library at 218-827-
3345.

The Friends of the Li-
brary have a raffle for a Kate 
Spade glimmer tote bag. Tick-
ets are $5 each and only 500 
will be sold. The drawing will 
be on Dec. 14; ticket holders 
do not need to be present to 
win. 

Preschool story time is 
every Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. All library events are at 
the Babbitt Public Library, 71 
South Dr., unless otherwise 
noted. 
The Ely for Ely 
Leadership Workshop 

ELY- Registration for 
the Ely for Ely Leadership 
Workshop runs through Nov. 
11. Register at the Boundary 
Waters Connect website at 
boundarywatersconnect.com/
elyforely. The workshop will 
be on Monday, Nov. 18. The 
cost is $20 with scholarships 
available. The conference in-
cludes a continental breakfast, 
lunch, and afternoon snack. 
NLAA 2025 Art Shows 

ELY- The deadline to ap-
ply for one of the spots in the 
Northern Lakes Arts Associa-
tion's 2025 Art Show Season 
is Oct. 30. This opportunity 
offers a two-month exhibit, 
a $500 stipend, and a three-
day artist residency to engage 
with the local arts communi-
ty. Apply through the NLAA 
website at northernlakesarts.
org/2025-art-show-applica-
tion. 

Fish Thief 
ELY- On Oct. 11 at 7 

p.m., Ely's Historic State 
Theater will show "The Fish 
Thief." Formerly titled "Re-
lentless," this documenta-
ry screened at the 2024 Ely 
Film Festival to a sold-out 
audience of 50 people. If you 
missed it back in February, 
now is your chance to see 
the film. The director of "The 
Fish Thief," Lindsay Haskin, 
will be present at this one-
night reshowing of the film. 
Harvest Festival 

BABBITT- the Babbitt 
Senior Citizens and the Bab-
bitt Friends of the Library are 
holding a Harvest Festival 
with craft vendors, a white 
elephant sale, a bake sale, 
and food on Saturday, Oct. 
12, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Lunch featuring sloppy joes 
or pulled pork sandwiches, 
chips, pickle, dessert, and a 
drink will be $10; just coffee 
and dessert, $5. The event 
will be at the Babbitt Munici-
pal Gymnasium, 71 South Dr. 
Pile Burning Workshop

ELY- The U.S. Forest 
Service will hold a workshop 
on how to safely burn piles 
of hazardous woody debris 
on Saturday, Oct. 12, from 
9 a.m.-noon in Room 104 at 
the Minnesota North College 
Vermilion Campus, 1900 
E. Camp St. The workshop 
is free and no registration 
is required. The workshop 
will relocate to the Kawishi-
wi Ranger Station after the 
classroom portion for hands-
on activities if the weather 
and wildfire danger condi-
tions allow. Bring outdoor 
clothing and boots for the 
outdoor portion of the work-
shop.

Art Reception 
ELY- Ely's Historic State 

Theater will host a recep-
tion for Sarah Seidelmann's 
Exhibition of "Things That 
Make Me Feel Good Again," 
which is the Northern Lakes 
Arts Association art show for 
September. The reception 
will be on Oct. 12, from 5-6 
p.m. in the theater lobby. 
The Sectionals 
Rescheduled 

ELY- Ely's Historic State 
Theater's presentation of 
the ever-popular Sectionals 
singing ensemble has been 
rescheduled for Sunday, Oct. 
13, from 4-6 p.m. Cost is $10 
per person. Tickets can be 
ordered in advance at elysta-
tetheater.org or bought at the 
door. 
Ladies of Kaleva 

ELY- The Ely Ladies of 
Kaleva will meet on Tues-
day, Oct. 15 at 1 p.m. at the 
Ely Senior Center. The Mar-
salji Trio will play a program 
of Finnish music. Anyone 
interested in Finnish heritage 
is welcome to attend. Ques-
tions about the program can 
be directed to Sally at 218-
760- 2036.
Oktoberfest 
Fundraiser

ELY- The Grand Ely 
Lodge will host the Okto-
berfest fundraiser for the Ely 
Winter Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 12, from 6-9 p.m. The 
event will feature a German 
dinner, cash bar, raffle, silent 
auction, dancing, costume 
contest, and prizes. Ely's 
own Largemouth Brass En-
semble will provide live mu-
sic. Tickets are $45.

ELY- Every year, the 
Jake Forsman Memorial Car 
Show and Burnout Com-
petition brings classic cars, 
muscle cars, hotrods, and 

roasters for a day of fun and 
burnt rubber in front of Ely 
City Hall. To date, the event 
has raised over $50,000 in 
scholarships for local stu-
dents training for careers in 
the mechanical and building 
trades.

This year’s burnout 
competition had a twist. Kael 
Richards, a small business 
owner and former classmate 
of the late Jake Forsman, 
offered a $250 prize on be-
half of Righteous Republic 
Clothing early Saturday to 

the winner of the morning 
burnout session. Tommy 
Nixon from Zimmerman 
snagged the impromptu prize 
in his black 1998 Chevrolet 
S10 pickup.

The prize prompted 
Fenske Tree Service to offer 

$250 on the spot to the win-
ner of the afternoon burnout 
session. It was won by Vin-
nie Wood from Cotton with 
his 1991 Ford Mustang.

Wood and Nixon faced 
each other in the burnout fi-
nale, with Wood winning the 
competition. He took home 
a lighted desktop sign pro-
vided by Pengal’s Basswood 
Trading Company as a prize.

The "Best in Show" 
award went to a legendary 
Ely car that was the envy of 
local teenage boys through-
out the 70s and 80s. A&W 
proprietor Alan White would 
park his 1972 Camaro Z28 
outside the restaurant on sun-
ny summer days. It is now 
owned by his brother-in-law, 
Don Baltich. This year was 
the first time the Camaro was 
part of the car show.

Al Forsman, one of the 
organizers of the fundraising 
event remarked, “Clearly, 
our community embraces the 
spirit of giving and support 
that aligns with the mission 
of the Jake Forsman Memo-
rial Scholarship. We are tru-
ly grateful to be able to lead 
this work funding the educa-
tion of our future workforce.  
We couldn’t do this without 
the generosity of time, talent, 
and treasure contributed by 
so many like-minded people. 
Thank you all for your sup-
port.”

Elyites 
graduate

BEMIDJI- Two Bemidji 
schools, Bemidji State Uni-
versity and Northwest Tech-
nical College, released their 
lists of Spring 2024 gradu-
ates on Oct. 3. 

Elyite Alexander Bark-
er graduated from Bemidji 
State with a Bachelor of 
Science in Aquatic Biology. 
Laurel Kaercher and Melis-
sa Schroeter both graduated 
from Northwest Technical 
College. Kaercher earned a 
certificate as a community 
health worker. Schroeter re-
ceived a diploma in practical 
nursing.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Forsman Car Show and Burnout Competition

Visitors at the Jake Forsman Memorial Car Show and Burnout Competition looking over a DeLorean. 
photo by C. Clark

After a week of school festivities, the Ely Memorial High School Band led the school's homecoming parade 
last Friday. The 10-block parade featured floats by all the high school classes.  photo by C. Clark



CULVER- Their hands 
tied by a lag in state report-
ing of essential financial 
information, the ISD 2142 
school board approved an 
unspecified maximum levy 
for the 2025-26 budget at a 
Sept. 24 meeting at South 
Ridge School, a ceiling that 
will still leave the district 
hundreds of thousand of dol-
lars short of its needs.

“I can tell you we’re go-
ing to see a decrease in the 
levy (funding),” district Fi-
nance Director Kim Johnson 
told the board. “The levy is 
not final yet at the Depart-
ment of Education, We’re 
going to be down probably 
close to half a million dollars 
versus last year, if not more. 
This is just the preliminary 
levy – when it comes to the 
final levy we will vote on the 
actual levy amount. So I’m 

asking you to approve the 
levy at the maximum know-
ing it will be a reduction in 
the levy versus last year.”

A spreadsheet Johnson 
provided to the Timberjay 
the next week revealed the 
shortfall is projected to be 
greater than the estimate she 
gave at the board meeting.

The total pay levy for 
2024 was $7,123,512. For 
2025, that amount is project-
ed to drop by 11.5 percent 
to $6,336,022, a decrease of 
$787,490.

It’s a statutory require-
ment that the district set a 
maximum levy figure in 
September, with the general 
intent of looking for possible 
budget reduction that could 
lessen the figure and the im-
pact on taxpayers when they 
set the final levy in Decem-
ber.
Board appointment

The board was sched-
uled to appoint a replacement 

for District 2 North Woods 
member Nathan Briggs, who 
resigned the position as his 
family has moved to another 
state. Three applicants were 
listed on the agenda – Gwyn-
eth Storm, Mallory Manick, 
and Caroline Roesch.

But board member Rob 
Marinaro objected, say-
ing that he didn’t know the 
candidates and didn’t have 
enough information. He 
made a motion to delay the 
vote and invite the applicants 
to a meet and greet at the Oc-
tober working session. The 
motion passed, and the board 
will act to fill the vacancy at 
the October regular meeting.
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

Heard a report on 
activities at South Ridge 
School from Principal Mi-
chael Johnson.

Reviewed and ap-
proved the district’s wellness 

policy.
Approved cooperative 

sports agreements for boys 
and girls cross country teams 
between Northeast Range, 
host district Ely, and Ver-
milion Country School, and 
wresting with NER as the 
host school with Ely.

Approved a two-year 
contract with Operating En-
gineers Local 70 for clerical 
staff.

Hired Jennifer Kinler 
to a half-time equivalent po-
sition as an ECFE child edu-
cator and preschool teacher.

Hired Serena Chavez, 
Jean Kirk, and Brianna Bus-
chman as a paraprofessionals 
at NER.

Hired Jennifer Brown-
lee as a part-time ECFE 
teacher for up to three hours 
a week at NER.

Hired Trudy Pelach as 
a paraprofessional at North 
Woods.

Hired Jamie Kuta-

la as a part-time preschool 
teaching assistant and ECFE 
teacher aide for a combined 
11 hours per week, plus spe-
cial events as needed.

Hired Susan Thomas 
as an Indigenous Support 
Advocate I at North Woods.

Hired Amy Buotto as 
an Indigenous Support Ad-
vocate II at North Woods.

Hired Lori Schuler as 
a part-time Nutrition Em-
ployee II at North Woods.

Hired Megan Bree-
zee and Nina Sharo as van 
drivers at Tower-Soudan and 
Jennifer Brownlee as a van 
driver at NER.

Hired Tara Flatley as 
a social worker at NER and 
Tower-Soudan.

Hired Nina Sharp as a 
substitute van driver at Tow-
er-Soudan.

Hired Jordan Ville-
brun as assistant football 
coach at North Woods at half 
stipend.

Accepted the retire-
ment of Tower-Soudan Title 
I teacher Kathleen Meier.

Accepted resigna-
tions from NER paraprofes-
sional Ryan Nephew, North 
Woods nutrition employee 
April Ploof, Tower-Soudan 
van driver Megan Breezee, 
North Woods social worker 
Drusilea Donato, NER para-
professional Hannah Peitso, 
North Woods Indigenous 
Support Advocate II Susan 
Thomas, North Woods para-
professional Carlie Hadrava, 
NER nutrition employee Bri-
anna Buschman, NER teach-
er Tara Flatley, and NER van 
driver Greg Rozier.

Approved a voluntary 
reduction in hours for NER 
paraprofessional Jennifer 
Brownlee.
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ISD 2142 to see drop in pay levy receipts for 2025
Board delays appointing a replacement for vacant District 2 North Woods until October business meeting

NWFA drawing class 
will be Friday, Oct. 
18

COOK- Introduction to 
Basic Drawing, a class to be 
taught by Cecelia Rolando at 
Northwoods Friends of the 
Arts Gallery, has been re-
scheduled as a one-day class 
on Friday, Oct. 18 from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. in Cook.

Ely native Rolando 
teaches a variety of art class-
es and loves drawing. Rolan-
do will run through several 
exercises to encourage better 
drawing from students and 
how this leads to improved 
paintings.  Register calling 
Alberta at 218-666-2153.  

The NWFA Gallery at 
210 S River St. in Cook is 
open on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Fridays from 10 

a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. More in-
formation about NWFA and 
upcoming classes, exhibits, 
and events is available online 
at www.nwfamn.org.

Reception to kick 
off Martin memorial 
show at NWFA

COOK- October is the 
month for the Susan Martin 
Memorial Member Show at 
the Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts Gallery in Cook.

The annual event show-
cases the artistic talents of 
NWFA members both new 
and old and honors the spirit 
of one of NWFA’s founding 
members and artists, Susan 
Martin, who passed away in 
2015. Members who wish to 
exhibit may have space and 

sell their works free of rental 
fee from Oct. 6-26. The gal-
lery is located at 210 S River 
St. in Cook.

Native artists and 
art sought for NWFA 
exhibit

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts (NWFA) 
is inviting Native American 
artists and art owners to par-
ticipate in an upcoming ex-
hibit. 

“Native American Art: 
Past and Present” will be fea-
tured from Thursday, Nov. 7 
to Saturday, Nov. 30 at the 
NWFA Gallery, located at 
210 S River St. in Cook. 

Are you a Native Ameri-
can craftsman or artist  or do 
you have Native American 
Art you would be willing to 

share with the public?  Ex-
amples are beading, painting, 
weaving, sculpture, birch 
bark baskets or pottery for 
the exhibit. 

If you have art to ex-
hibit, call or text Lyn Reed 
at 218-780-3633, Malita 
Spears at 218-944-1517, or 
Shawna Kishel at 218-780-
6510.  Whatever you have 
created or want to share will 
be welcomed at NWFA Gal-
lery. Leah Rogne, George 
Strong, and Darren Landgren 
are also helping to reach lo-
cal artists or art owners for 
participation, to coordinate 
deliveries, or make arrange-
ments to pick up art objects 
between Friday, Nov. 1 
through Monday, Nov. 4.

A public reception will 
be hosted at the gallery hon-
oring the artists and the art-

work on Friday, Nov. 8  from 
5-7 p.m..  During November 
the NWFA Gallery is open 
Thursdays and Fridays from 
10  a.m.- 4 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. For 
a special occasion on Satur-
day, Nov. 9, the gallery will 
be open from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
along with many businesses 
in Cook for the “Fall into 
Christmas” shop local day.

The inaugural Native 
American art exhibit in 2023 
was featured by Minneso-
ta Public Radio host Emily 
Bright on her program “Art 
Hounds.” Local artists Pay-
ton Counts and Theresa Drift 
were interviewed for the 
beautiful, poignant exhibit 
put together by the local Na-
tive American communities 
served by NWFA Gallery. 

Library has take and 
make kit for tassels

COOK- Make your own 
tassels with a take and make 
kit from Cook Public Li-
brary.

The kit includes sev-
eral sizes of wooden tassel 
weaving tools and a va-
riety of threads and clips 
to make several tassels. 
The kit is for ages eight and 
up, with one kit per house-
hold.

This kit is made possible 
by Arrowhead Library Sys-
tem and Friends of the Cook 
Public Library.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- The Cook City 
Council is looking at a pre-
liminary property tax levy 
increase of five percent for 
2025 after voting on the 
maximum levy at it’s Sept. 
24 meeting.

The preliminary gen-
eral fund budget for 2025 
proposes operating reve-
nues of $704,107, of which 
$541,201.27 would be gen-
erated by the levy increase, 
which would be $25,771.49 
more than the current levy. 
When considering projected 
expenditures of $694,200.50, 
the general fund would 
have a positive balance of 
$9,906.50 under the pro-
posed hike.

However, setting a max-
imum levy amount is Sep-
tember is a statutory require-
ment, and it can be lowered 
by the time the final levy and 
budget are approved in De-
cember.

And if the pre-meeting 
budget session to discuss the 
library and parks budgets as 
well as the proposed overall 
budget in any indication, a 

lower level may be forth-
coming given the level of 
scrutiny the budgets were 
given.

Council member Ron 
Bushbaum, appointed to the 
council in July to fill the un-
expired term of Elizabeth 
Storm, was a primary driver 
of the inspection, having ob-
viously reviewed documents 
thoroughly and armed with a 
host of questions about vari-
ous line items. 

One question Bushbaum 
asked was about an incon-
sistency he believed existed 
with the 2024 current levy 
amount.

“So in regards to your 
current levy budget of 
$515,429, where did that 
number come from?” Bush-
baum asked. “I’m looking at 
a document here from the au-
ditor’s office and there’s just 
a little discrepancy with that, 
$520,000.”

City Administrator Ther-
sa Martinson responded.

“Is that just the levy, or 
is that some small cities …,” 
she asked.

“The current pay 2024 
levies, the budget certified to 
be collected is $520,338 for 

the city of Cook,” Bushbaum 
said. “I’ve just seen some 
discrepancies, and I’m just 
looking for some consisten-
cy.”

Many of the questions 
Bushbaum asked were an-
swered through referrals to 
the city’s past practices that 
he would not have necessar-
ily been aware of as a new 
council member.

Bushbaum put his fis-
cal responsibility cap back 
on when it came time in the 
agenda for an update on the 
Vermilion Dr. road project. 
Engineer John Jamnick was 
not present to provide an up-
date, nor was a written up-
date provided.

“So there’s no update to 
an $853,000 project?” Bush-
baum said. “I think the tax-
payers deserve and update on 
that for sure.”

And when it came time 
in the regular agenda to offi-
cially approve the maximum 
levy and proposed budget, 
Bushbaum cast the sole nay 
vote.
Library rebuild

Library Director Crystal 
Whitney kicked off a review 
of the status of repairs to the 

library after damage from the 
June flood.

“Structurally, the build-
ing is good,” Whitney said. 
“The asbestos cleanup is fin-
ished – that took longer than 
we thought it was going to. 
We still have limited house 
because our public bathroom 
has half walls and we have 
no furniture, and we real-
ly can’t have people sitting 
there with no flooring. I have 
been in touch with SEH, who 
did the project planning for 
us for the roof and HVAC 
– some of that really needs 
to be done now because of 
flood-proofing measures. 
That’s what we’re hearing 
from FEMA, that we have 
to flood-proof the building, 
meaning we don’t want wa-
ter to get in again. But if it 
does, the materials that are in 
there, if they get wet there’s 
less chance that it’s as dam-
aging as it was this time. 
So SEH is working with me 
– we’re waiting for one last 
number from the city and 
then they should be able to 
get a proposal to me.”

Both Whitney and Dep-
uty Clerk/Treasurer Dawn 
Kehoe discussed a recent 

development that the city 
has been assigned a FEMA 
liaison manager to assist 
with the process of inputting 
expenses to public infra-
structure that has occurred, 
including the library. Kehoe 
noted a challenge.

“We haven’t received a 
full damage assessment with 
regards to the library,” she 
said. “We’re having a hard 
time finding an individual 
who’s qualified to do that, 
so FEMA indicated they 
would go in and do that for 
us. Unfortunately, we’re just 
up against timelines and how 
quickly this is going with 
FEMA.”

Kehoe said a meeting 
with the FEMA liaison had 
been set for Oct. 7.

“Once that happens, I 
think you should start to see 
things fall into place,” Whit-
ney said. “I guess my worry 
is that it’s going to get cold 
and we can't turn the heat on 
and there’s no insulation on 
the inside walls, so I think 
we are going to have to do 
something if we’re going to 
be open.”
Other business

In other business, the 

council:
Heard from airport 

manager Doug McDuff 
that installation of the new 
weather monitoring system 
was complete and that he’s 
waiting for the FAA to come 
turn it on.

Approved a memoran-
dum of understanding with 
the county for them to oper-
ate the city’s emergency alert 
siren. The siren can be acti-
vated by city staff as well.

Heard from coucil 
member Jody Bixby that 
owners of blighted properties 
who have been notified by 
the city and have not taken 
action to clean up their prop-
erty have now been formally 
referred to the city attorney.

Heard that the draft 
of the new city ordinance 
book, which will be avail-
able online, is in the review 
process. Councilors decided 
to schedule a special session 
dedicated to the project. The 
ordinance book also has to 
be reviewed by the city at-
torney.

Awarded low bidder 
Lakes Gas the contract for 
the city’s propane.

Cook council approves five percent levy increase
Standard required procedure sets maximum levy that could go lower later
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

New helipad for fire brigade
LAKE VERMILION- 

On Wednesday, Sept. 25, 
North Memorial’s Air Care 
Helicopter and crew flew to 
the Lake Vermilion Fire Bri-
gade’s parking lot to evaluate 
the newly completed Helis-
pot.

The pilot, Wes Caple, 
and medical crew Linda Rob-
erts and Olivia Tokarczyk, 
met with members of the 
LVFB and showed off their 

new helicopter. The flight 
crew reviewed landing and 
other procedures with LVFB 
members.

The flight crew was high-
ly complementary of the new 
landing zone that can now 
be used for medical emer-
gencies as well as for logis-
tical support with wild and 
residential fires and search 
and rescue operations. Upon 
completion of the LVFB 

docks, for which the brigage 
continues to fundraise, there 
will be a complete system 
for handling emergencies 
in the rural Lake Vermilion 
area. Thanks go out to the 
IRRRB and St. Louis County 
for grants that supported this 
project, and as always, we 
thank our volunteers and our 
local supporters for this ser-
vice to Lake Vermilion and 
the surrounding areas!

Top: North Memorial helicopter and crew. 
Right: Aeriel view of new LVFB helipad.
             submitted
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R E G I O N A L -  T h e 
Superior National Forest 
has closed  a large area 
around Shell Lake in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness due to a small 
wildfire discovered earlier this 
week. The closure was issued 
on Oct. 8 and remains in effect 
until further notice. 

SNF Supervisor Tom Hall 
has prohibited visitor entry on 
Agawato Lake, one campsite 
on Agawato Lake, two camp-
sites on eastern end of Shell 
Lake, and the loop portion of 

the Sioux-Hustler Trail. The 
entry point to Devil’s Cascade 
on the trail is still open. 

The SNF has also posted 
alerts for Boundary Waters 
visitors at entry points 14 
and 15 on the Echo Trail 
and alerted co-operators and 
outfitters of the fire activity.

The Shell Lake Fire is 
approximately a half-acre in 
size and is currently burning 
in timber with a mixed boreal 
forest component. It is sus-
pected to be human caused; 

however, an official fire inves-
tigation has not occurred yet. 

An initial size-up of the 
fire from aircraft showed the 
fire was creeping, smoldering, 
and occasionally torching 
single trees. The fire has the 
potential to spread toward 
both the east near Agawato 
Lake and a portion of the 
Sioux-Hustler Trail, a roughly 
35-mile hiking trail in the far 
northwestern portion of the 1.1 
million-acre BWCAW. 

Northern Minnesota is in 

the midst of a flash drought as 
many parts of the region have 
seen less than a half inch of 
rain over the past six weeks, 
along with record warm tem-
peratures.  The conditions 
have  created prime conditions 
for wildfire, although the area 
has avoided any major blazes 
to date. 

Federal and state fire-
fighters have responded to 
several wildfires in recent 
days. A smoky fire along 
a powerline in Vermilion 

Lake Township burned about 
four acres late last week and 
required firefighters to spend 
days rooting out hotspots 
from dry peat soils. The 
Minnesota DNR, Minnesota 
Conservation Corps  and the 
Vermilion Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department all responded 
to the incident.

The availability of fire-
fighting suppression resourc-
es, including personnel and 
equipment, is limited due to 
large wildfires still occurring 

in western states as well as 
the dispatch of firefighting 
resources supporting hur-
ricane response efforts in 
eastern states. The National 
Preparedness Level was 
increased to 5, the highest 
level, on Oct. 8.

The map of the closure 
area and the official closure 
notice are on the USFS website 
at fs.usda.gov/alerts/superior/
alerts-notices/ — click on the 
Shell Lake link on the right 
side of the webpage.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
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Shell Lake fire prompts new closure in the Boundary Waters
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Dry conditions sparking other fires as well, but nothing major to date

racy test and we’ll be doing 
that on Thursday – that’s for 
our unorganized precincts. 
Testing our absentee ballot 
counters and local jurisdiction 
public accuracy testing is 
going to start probably within 
this week.”

Some polling places in 
other parts of the country have 
had security issues in prior 
elections, but Chapman said 
at the moment he’s not aware 
of any issues that might affect 
St. Louis County.

“St. Louis County has 
been pretty good compared to 
some of the situations we’ve 

seen in other states and coun-
ties,” Chapman said. “But we 
are in constant communication 
with the Secretary of State, 
FBI, and law enforcement, 
just keeping that open line of 
communication and monitor-
ing things to make sure that 
we’re on top of it.

In June, the Republican 
National Committee launched 
an initiative to mobilize thou-
sands of polling place “moni-
tors,” mostly in swing states, 
a move prompted by the false 
claims of widespread voter 
fraud in the 2020 propagated 
by presidential candidate 

Donald Trump. Critics of 
the initiative claim the GOP 
effort is really aimed at voter 
intimidation. In Minnesota, 
however, state law has pro-
visions that would reduce the 
impact of such surveillance 
here.

Only election officials, 
individuals who are waiting to 
register or to vote, or someone 
conducting exit polling are 
allowed within 100 feet of a 
building in which a polling 
place is located. Voters must 
be allowed to pass without 
unlawful interference. There 
are additional restrictions 

covering who can be inside a 
polling place while the vote is 
being conducted.

However, once the polls 
close, the rules change.

“After the polling is 
over, it’s open to the public,” 
Chapman said. “The public 
can go in to monitor or watch 
the tabulation and the judges 
balancing and filling out their 
summary statements. But 
even though they’re allowed 
to be at the polling place to 
observe the process, they can’t 
interfere with or intimidate the 
judges. But during the day, 
it’s restricted – you can’t just 

go into a polling place and 
observe. That’s not allowed.”

Those who need to reg-
ister to vote should be aware 
that next Tuesday, Oct. 15 
is the last day to register to 
have one’s name appear in 
the official voter roll at the 
polls.  Voters may register 
up to and including Election 
Day. Chapman recommended 
using the mnvote.org website 
to register ahead of time and 
added that the site includes a 
list of required documents a 
voter needs to bring to their 
polling place to register on 
Election Day.

Chapman had a message 
for county voters.

“My message would be 
to encourage people to get 
out and vote, regardless of the 
method they choose to vote,” 
Chapman said. “I think it’s 
important that people get out 
and make their voices heard. 
Absentee or polling place, it 
makes no difference. Just get 
out and vote to get your voice 
heard.”

planning commission’s deci-
sion to allow for expansion of 
the resort property “from 13 
dwelling units to 62 dwelling 
units.” Citing Lake County 
ordinances and state lakeshore 
rules, the DNR contends in 
its filing that “the planning 
commission lacked authority 
to grant a permit for such a 
large increase in the number 
of units.” 

The DNR contends the 
commission could have 
approved no more than 29 
dwelling units under its ordi-
nance. “Therefore, the plan-
ning commission erred in 
failing to follow its own 
ordinance and by approving 
an increase to 62 dwelling 
units,” states the DNR’s legal 
brief filed in the Sixth District 
court in Two Harbors. The 
DNR also cites violations over 
the number and distribution of 
mooring slips as well as the 
apportioning of open space 
within the development.

CARD’s filing asks the 
court for an injunction along 
with an order requiring the 
county to retract its decision, 
while the DNR is asking the 

court to require Lake County to 
redo its conditional use permit 
and plat for the project to 
comply with “local shoreland 
law.” Both lawsuits ask the 
court to require Lake County 
to pay all costs and attorneys’ 
fees for the plaintiffs.

The DNR is being repre-
sented by Attorney General 
Keith Ellison. CARD, which 
now claims over 300 members, 
is represented by the Taft 
Stettinius & Hollister Law 
Firm, based in Minneapolis.

Included in CARD’s 125-
page court filing are numer-
ous exhibits that plaintiffs 
believe show that members 
of the planning commission 
knew that the conditional use 
permit they approved on Sept. 
4, 2024, was in violation of 
county ordinance and state 
law. 

Perhaps the most damning 
of those exhibits is a spread-
sheet, apparently prepared 
by Lake County planning 
staff, that shows the allow-
able number of residential 
or rental units that would be 
allowed near the waterfront 
(known as the first tier) and 

how many would be allowed 
in the second tier, located 
further inland. According to 
the spreadsheet, the most units 
that could be allowed in the 
first tier under the county’s 
ordinance was 14, with 15 
allowed in the second tier, 
which is exactly what CARD 
and the DNR have maintained 
from early in the process. 

In the end, the planning 
commission inexplicably 
approved a conditional use 
permit allowing 33 units in 
the first tier and 29 units in 
the second. 

“The record is indisput-
ably clear that Silver Rapids’ 
planned resort, according to 
its development plans and 
application submittals, mis-
characterized the permitted 
use of the resort property, and 
exceeded - by double - the 
maximum densities permitted 
for such property under both 
local and state law,” notes the 
attorneys for CARD in their 
court filing.

The project developers, 
who hope to build 49 luxury 
condominiums at the site along 
with additional docking, a new 

lodge, and improvements to 
other existing buildings, had 
argued that the project should 
fall under less restrictive state 
rules for commercial planned 
unit developments. Yet the 
county spreadsheet showed 
that even under the state rules, 
no more than 27 units would 
be allowed in the first tier, with 
21 in the second tier. 

In ei ther  case,  the 
Minnesota DNR had informed 
county officials ahead of 
the decision that the stricter 
county ordinance, rather than 
the state’s shoreland rules, 
was the controlling standard 
for the project. 

CARD calls the county’s 
approval of the applications 
“unlawful, arbitrary, and 
capricious,” and adds that the 
county and its administrator 
for its planning staff, Christine 
McCarthy, the director of 
Lake County Environmental 
Services, had “no excuse” 
for their failure to deny the 
applications. The Timberjay 
reached out to McCarthy 
by email with questions on 
whether her office had ever 
informed planning commis-

sion members that the permit 
and plat they were considering 
violated both local ordinance 
and state law. It’s not clear 
that the spreadsheet, which 
implies county awareness 
of their violations, was ever 
presented to planning com-
mission members, or if they 
understood its significance. 
McCarthy said she could not 
comment given the ongoing 
litigation. Lake County admin-
istrator Matthew Huddleston 
did not respond substantively 
to other questions posed by the 
Timberjay.

In a comment after the 
filing, CARD attorney Adam 
Niblick expressed surprise at 
the county planning commis-
sion’s actions.  “Regardless of 
how one feels about this partic-
ular development project, the 
fact remains—and the DNR’s 
separate lawsuit confirms—
that Lake County government 
officials knowingly defied 
state and local law and then 
doubled down when confront-
ed with their wrongdoing,” 
Niblick said. “That should 
alarm all taxpaying citizens 
of Lake County.”

Niblick noted that his firm 
has been involved in the public 
process on the development 
from the early stages and had 
made the planning commis-
sion well aware of their view 
that the decision ultimately 
made by the commission was 
illegal. In addition, officials 
with the DNR had expressed 
similar concerns to county 
staff, warning in a Sept. 13 
letter that the county could 
well face legal action if it 
failed to reverse its decisions 
regarding the Silver Rapids 
development. 

Voting an absentee ballot
 Read the instructions that come with your ballot 

carefully.
You will need a witness when you vote and complete 

your ballot. The witness can be either a registered Minnesota 
voter or a notary.

Return the ballot and forms right away after you finish. 
Your ballot will not count if it is received after Election Day.

How to vote early
If you live in a rural township in St. Louis County, you’ll 

need to early vote (which can be done through an absentee 
ballot)  at the county auditor’s window at the Virginia 
Government Services Center, located at 201 3rd Av. W 
in Virginia. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. If you’re a Bois 
Forte band member, you can early vote one day only, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 from noon-6 p.m. in the Eagle Room 
of the Bois Forte Tribal Government Building, located at 
5344 Lakeshore Dr. in Nett Lake. 

Residents in the cities of Babbitt, Cook, Ely, Tower, 
and Virginia can early vote absentee at their local city hall 
during regular office hours. Remember that only residents 
within the city limits of these communities are allowed 
to vote at their city hall. Residents of outlying townships 
wanting to vote early will need to do so at the county office 
in Virginia listed above unless their township is providing 
other early voting options.

Key dates 
Deadline to register in advance of Election Day: 

Tuesday, Oct. 15
Deadline to return an absentee ballot: 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, by 8 p.m.
Early voting days: 

Friday, Sept. 20 to Monday, Nov. 4. 

Election Day: 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, polls open 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.

What’s new this year
Voters can return absentee ballots in person until 

8 p.m. on Election Day.
There are no restrictions on how many voters a 

person can assist at the polls.
Registered voters can ask to be added to a permanent 

absentee voter list.
Any citizen with a felony conviction who is not 

incarcerated can vote, although that law is being chal-
lenged. 

Who can vote in Minnesota
To vote you must be:
 A U.S. citizen
 At least 18 years old on Election Day (16 and 

17-year-olds can pre-register.
 A resident of Minnesota for 20 days.
 Not currently incarcerated for a felony conviction.
Not under a court order that revokes your right 

to vote.

How to register to vote
The deadline to register online or by mail is Tuesday, 

Oct. 15. If you miss that deadline, you can still register on 
Election Day. 

To register online: Go to https://mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/
VoterRegistration/index to register to vote. 

To register by mail: You can download a paper appli-
cation to register from the Secretary of State’s website or 
in person at the county auditor’s office in Virginia. 

To register in person: Register during early voting or 
on Election Day. You’ll need ID with your current address, 
such as a state driver’s license, state or tribal ID. If you don’t 
have these forms of identification, you’ll need some kind 
of photo ID along with a bill, lease, or other document that 
confirms your name and address. 

Do you need to show ID to vote?
No, but you’ll need to show proof of residence if you 

have not voted in more than four years.

How to vote in a mail-in precinct
Voters in mail-in precincts, which includes many 

small or unorganized townships in St. Louis County, 
or cities smaller than 400 residents, can opt to conduct 
elections entirely by mail. Those voters registered in 
these areas will automatically be sent a ballot. Return it 
by mail in the return envelope provided or return it in 
person to a county election office. It must be received 
by 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 5.

BIRD
SEED
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family members were able to 
swim back to the island, but 
Grossheim did not resurface. 
His body was recovered after 
a three-hour search assisted 
by the U.S. Border Patrol, 
the St. Louis County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Kabetogama 
Fire Department.

R a m s a y  s a i d  t h a t 
Grossheim was wearing a 
self-inflating life jacket, which 

was supposed to inflate upon 
contact with water.

Grossheim had served as 
a law enforcement ranger at 
Voyageurs National Park for 
over 20 years. He was also an 
instructor for the Motorboat 
Operator Certification Course 
(MOCC) and a volunteer 
with the Kabetogama Fire 
Department and EMS.

“(Grossheim) really had 

a servant’s heart, and he died 
doing what he liked to do, 
and that was helping people,” 
Ramsay said.

Grossheim began his 
career as a seasonal ranger 
in 1993 and later worked at 
Boston National Historical 
Park and Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore before 
his long tenure at Voyageurs.

Park Superintendent Bob 

DeGross expressed his condo-
lences, describing Grossheim 
as someone who “was much 
loved by all and always known 
to go above and beyond. He 
will be greatly missed. Our 
hearts go out to his wife and 
their loved ones.”

In honor of Grossheim’s 
selfless act and passing, 
National Park Service Deputy 
Director Frank Lands ordered 

flags to be flown at half-staff 
at national parks through Oct. 
9. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz 
also ordered that U.S. and state 
flags at all state buildings be 
flown at half-staff in honor of 
Grossheim, and encouraged 
private citizens and businesses 
to do the same.

“ K e v i n  G r o s s h e i m 
was a dedicated ranger and 
public servant, known for his 

unwavering commitment to 
helping others,” said Walz. 
“Minnesota mourns this tragic 
loss, and requests all flags 
be lowered in recognition of 
Ranger Grossheim’s service 
and sacrifice.”

The incident remains 
under investigation. Details 
regarding memorial services 
for Grossheim are still being 
finalized.

willing to help and was quiet, 
stayed in the background, 
didn’t toot his own horn ever at 
all. He was just such a valuable 
member of our community.”
At the park

Grossheim was a member 
of the park’s “old guard,” 
those folks who’ve made 
working at VNP their life’s 
work, and according to park 
superintendent Bob DeGross, 
Grossheim was right where he 
belonged.

“His career was 28-years 
long with the National Park 
Service, and 23 years of that 
was here at Voyageurs,” 
DeGross said. “From my 
conversations with him, and of 
course, I can’t speak for him, 
but I think that’s because he 
found his place here. He truly 
loved Voyageurs.”

VNP Wildlife Biologist 
Steve Windels, another of the 
park’s old timers, reflected on 
Grossheim’s work.

“I’ve worked with Kevin 
since I got to Voyageurs in July 
2003 – we are some of the last 
remnants of that era,” Windels 
said. “Kevin was always the 
guy who was there to help, 
always the guy who had his 
eyes and ears open to what was 
going on. Even though he was 
a little shy, I would describe 
him as a people person. He 
loved boat training every year. 
He enjoyed meeting people 
and more importantly wanted 
to make sure they had what 
they needed. The amazing 
thing about Kevin is that he 
never stopped putting other 
people first because that was 
his job, to make sure others 
were safe.”

He took a shine in par-
ticular to the park’s seasonal 
staff and volunteers, knowing 
they would need some of his 
knowledge of the park, and 
in particular the Namakan 

basin, knowledge that was as 
wide and deep as the waters 
he patrolled.

“He has taken many of the 
seasonal staff and volunteers 
on tours of the park to help 
them become more familiar 
with the area and better be 
able to answer visitors’ ques-
tions,” said VNP Program 
Manager for Interpretation, 
Outreach and Partnerships 
Kate Severson. “Kevin’s name 
was mentioned to me several 
times by the volunteers and 
seasonal rangers when I first 
started. They said he was the 
person to go to to get things 
fixed at the Kabetogama 
Visitor Center, that he had 
beautiful photos of the park 
to share for our social media 
pages, and that he would be 
the best person to show me 
around the lakes because he 
has been here so long and 
knows them so well. I don’t 
think Kevin saw himself as just 
law enforcement – he was the 
heart of the park team.”

“He was definitely not just 
law enforcement,” DeGross 
said. “He was a jack of all 
trades and assisted in whatever 
he could. He was always very 
committed to going out and 
helping with facility main-
tenance stuff when it was 
needed or helping out in our 
interpretation and education 
program. He was definitely 
one of those people who was 
integral to making sure that 
there was a team spirit, making 
sure he fostered that team to 
the greatest extent possible.”

As a law enforcement 
ranger, Grossheim often 
teamed up with now retired 
DNR Conservation Officer 
Lloyd Steen, of Ray, when 
circumstances called for more 
than one responder.

“My overarching feeling 
about Kevin knowing him 
through the years is that he 

was a very kind-hearted soul,” 
Steen said. “He was always 
professional, but he was also 
very personable, very easy to 
get along with, and he really 
pushed safety within the park.”

Speaking to Steen’s point, 
Grossheim received the park’s 
annual safety award this year.

“And whenever we ended 
up in an enforcement situation, 
he was capable,” Steen said. 
“I always felt that he could 
handle himself, but he favored 
more of the safety training and 
the medical.” 

It was Grossheim’s emer-
gency medical background 
that brought him into contact 
about 17 years ago with 
Alyssa Richards, then coor-
dinating EMS services for 
St. Croix National Scenic 
Riverway and Grossheim 
doing the same at VNP. 
“We worked a lot together 
with EMS and search and 
rescue,” Richards said. “We 
started this cool concept of 
doing an EMT refresher just 
with the parks, and it was 
awesome. They would come 
down, Apostle Islands would 
come down, and we concen-
trated on what we do in the 
parks instead of a generic EMT 
refresher. This was back in the 
day, like 2007 to 2014.”

F o r  m a n y  y e a r s , 
Grossheim was also the lead 
instructor for the park’s motor-
boat certification course, 
DeGross said.

“He was the lead of the 
six to eight instructors that 
we have and put a lot of effort 
into making sure that people 
knew how to operate safely,” 
DeGross said.

Warrington witnessed 
some of Grossheim’s work 
and spoke glowingly about 
the experience.

“We were  jus t  so 
impressed with those young 
men and how he treated them, 

and they respected him,” 
Warrington said. “You could 
tell that they enjoyed being 
around Kevin and he was 
amazing with them. He just 
taught them so well and the 
time and effort he put into the 
curriculum was I’m sure way 
beyond the scope of what he 
was required to do.”

And Grossheim was pas-
sionate about connecting the 
park with its surrounding 
communities.

“He was always the one 
who was the biggest advo-
cate of making sure we were 
involved with the Fourth of 
July parade at International 
Falls, or we were involved 
and participated in whatever 
might be going on at any of 
our gateway communities,” 
DeGross said. “He recognized 
the need to connect with the 
community.”
Kabetogama

If someone wonders who 
fixed a piece of play equip-
ment in the community play-
ground, Warrington would be 
glad to tell them that it was 
Grossheim.

“There’s a little teeter 
totter airplane toy and the 
propeller was broken,” she 
said. “He took it on himself, he 
got the part, and he repaired it 
and had it fixed for the kids so 
no one would get hurt on it.”

And besides all the little 
things he did for the com-
munity, his most important 
contribution may have been 
working with the Kabetogama 
emergency medical service 
and fire department.

“He was just always, 
always there,” Warrington 
said. “He responded to as 
many calls as he possibly 
could with the EMS and fire 
department.”

“He’s just been such a 
vital member of the commu-
nity, both the park community 
and the local community,” 
DeGross said.
Minnesota North

Grossheim’s impact was 
also felt nearly 70 miles away 
as the crow flies in Ely, where 
he and other park rangers 
have served as instructors for 
Minnesota North-Vermilion’s 
Park Ranger Law Enforcement 
Academy, and it was a place 
where he reconnected with 
Richards, now an instructor 
there in the wilderness and 
parks program.

“He’s been coming down 
to teach patrol skills, using 
scenarios that they go through, 
and they do like a lab, learning 
how to do the patrol skills,” 
Richards said. “Kevin always 
enjoyed coming down. I don’t 
know how many years he’s 
been doing it, but at least the 
last ten years since I’ve been 
here, he’s been doing that.”

And as with his motorboat 
training, his connection with 
the students was remarkable, 
Richards said.

“He was amazing,” she 
said. “Everybody loves Kevin. 
He’s very patient. He’s been 
doing this a long time, and 
with his background and 
knowledge and skills in these 
situations, I think the students 
perceive that. He’s very calm, 

cool and collected and that 
kind of rubs off on them a 
little bit.”
Final words

Funeral arrangements for 
Grossheim were still pending 
as of press time, but there is 
sure to be an outpouring of 
love and support when the 
service is held. Words of 
respect and appreciation will 
continue in the upcoming 
days, but one of Grossheim’s 
VNP colleagues took the 
opportunity to pass along 
his sentiments to Grossheim 
personally last Saturday, the 
day before the accident.

Supervisory Park Ranger 
Mark Miller was on vacation 
last week, but on Saturday 
he took his parents to see the 
Kabetogama Visitor Center, 
and Grossheim was there.

“I had the opportunity 
to introduce them to Kevin, 
and I took the opportunity in 
person to particularly share 
how wonderful he always is 
to our seasonal rangers and 
volunteers, taking them out to 
see the wonders of the park, 
and always willing to come to 
the aid of others,” Miller said.

“My last words to Kevin 
before parting ways late 
Saturday afternoon were 
on behalf of all of us at 
Voyageurs, quite possibly the 
last words he heard in-person 
from a park colleague,” Miller 
continued. “Words of many 
thanks as I let Kevin know 
‘everybody loves you.’ His 
eyes lit up, he flashed his 
trademark smile, and I could 
tell how encouraged he was. 

a way to reap economic benefit 
from the land without com-
mercial development through 
the sale of carbon credits for 
the forested property.

Carbon credits are a means 
for companies to meet required 
emissions standards for carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse 
gasses. For example, a compa-
ny’s operations may emit 43 
metric tons of carbon dioxide, 
but is required to meet a stan-
dard of only 40 metric tons 
of emissions. By purchasing 
three carbon credits, the 
company is considered to be 
in compliance. And carbon 
credits can act as incentives 
to reduce emissions, too. Per 
the example, if the company 
cuts its emissions of CO2 to 
38 metric tons, they can sell 
two of their carbon credits to 
someone else.

“We didn’t know what 
carbon credits were,” Chavers 
said. “Then along came the 
National Indian Carbon 
Coalition (NICC). They asked 
if we wanted to use our 28,000 
acres for carbon credits. So 
basically, we’re doing eco-
nomic development. We’re 
getting money or funding. 
We’re developing the land 
(using sustainable manage-
ment). We’re leaving it as is. 
The forest will stay the same.”

Chavers said that NICC 
staff made several trips to 
review the property to make 
sure that it was suitable for 
the carbon credit program 
and gave credit to the band’s 
forestry and natural resource 
staff for their work in facili-
tating the process.

“We’re the first tribe ever 
to get this much land back, 
and we’re nationally known 
for that,” Chavers said. “Now 
we’re being nationally recog-
nized for this carbon credit 
project.”

The band talked with 
NICC about who they would 
like to sell their carbon credits 
to, and they decided to choose 
more environmentally friend-
ly companies.

“We chose not to go with 

the gas and oil industries 
because they harm our envi-
ronment,” Chavers said. We 
want to go with industries or 
companies that are doing good 
and have the ability to really 
work out a good partnership 
with them. We’re kind of 
going on a new journey, but it 
will be a good journey, and it 
will be very beneficial for the 
future of Bois Forte and for 
our children in years to come.”

The tribal council has 
already committed to using 
SFIA money for natural 
resources program services, 
staffing needs, and other 
support, and Chavers said 
the carbon credit program 
will provide extra funds to go 
toward such activities.
Learning more

NICC Carbon Co-Benefits 
Director Chase Christopherson 
had a slide show that explained 
the program in more detail, but 
the primary reason he had for 
being there was community 
engagement.

“We are a tribal-led 
program where we work 
specifically with tribes on 
exploring and developing 
really ecosystem-based mar-
ketplaces and revenue gener-
ation primarily in the carbon 
market,” Christopherson said. 
“The reason we’re here today 
is to do some community 
outreach, to really meet with 
all of you to see what you 
value, what you like, what 
you don’t like, and really what 
you would like to be done with 
this reacquired 28,000 acres. 
I’m responsible for ensuring 
that not only are the climate 
impacts and climate aspects of 
a carbon project met, but also 
that the community not only 
is unaffected by this project 
activity, but that you benefit 
from it as well, in addition to 
the biodiversity of the sur-
rounding areas.”

Toward that end, there 
were several stations set up 
in the room, staffed by for-
estry and natural resources 
personnel, where attendees 

were given the opportunity to 
contribute their goals for forest 
management, such as facilitat-
ing use for traditional tribal 
activities and biodiversity.

“The plant species, animal 
species that you want to see 
either brought back to your 
lands or that you want to see 
supported and propagated 
within these areas.”

Christopherson noted 
that the project involves col-
laboration beyond NICC and 
Bois Forte.

“We are working in part-
nership with The Nature 
Conservancy as well as Terra 
Carbon – they are two non-
profit developers.”

Terra Carbon brings a 
unique aspect to the project 
by helping to ensure that it is 
managed to mitigate climate 
change, generate social and 
environmental benefits, and 
protect biodiversity by fol-
lowing climate, community, 
and biodiversity standards. 
“This is the first type of project 
done in Indian country in North 
America,” Christopherson 
said. “We really have a 
chance here to show that tribes 
manage their forest and land 
(by these standards) but that 
they do it better than anyone 
else. I think we’re going to 
accomplish that.”

Christopherson empha-
sized that this was just the 
beginning for getting the 
community involved, and that 
NICC would be back numer-
ous times to facilitate more.

Ecological Resources 
Program Director Chris Holm 
has been designated as the 
band’s project lead, and 
while he had hoped for a 
larger turnout for Tuesday’s 
meeting, he said he believes 
more band members will get 
involved as they see the band’s 
commitment to the project 
and understand the benefits 
to come from it.

A second session was held 
on Wednesday for members 
living in the Vermilion sector.

MEET & GREET
FUNDRAISER

FOR
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ROGER 
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Wednesday, Oct 16 ~ 5-8 PM

Vermilion Club - Tower, MN

Paid Advertisement. Prepared and paid for by Skraba for House, PO Box 152, Ely MN 55731.
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The Nighthawks’ Else Bee goes 
up for a block during tourney 
play against North Woods on 
Saturday.

Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

Grizzlies face 
tougher going

photo by D. Colburn

CROSS COUNTRY

Ely runners fare well at home 

VOLLEYBALL

Ely’s gauntlet rolls on

Over 400 runners from more than a dozen schools competed at Ely Golf Course

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Warriors dominate Wolves 37-8

See VOLLEYBALL...pg. 2B

VOLLEYBALL

Grizzlies 
fall 47-12 
to Cherry

FOOTBALL

ELY- Over 400 high 
school and junior high 
cross country runners 
swarmed the Ely Golf 
Course last Thursday for 
the annual Ely Invitational 
meet to run under a part-
ly-cloudy sky and favor-
ably cool temperatures.

The  home team 
acquitted themselves well 
in the varsity races, with 
the Ely girls placing fourth 
among nine teams and the 
boys taking fifth among 13 
schools.

Anna-Britta Helmer 
of Duluth East paced her 
team to the championship 
by winning the girls 5K in 
a time of 19:07.

Molly Brophy led 
the way for the Wolves 

with a sixth-place effort, 
notching a time of 19:41.3. 
Mattie Lindsay finished 
21st in the field of 130 
runners with a time of 
20.53.6. Other Ely runners 
who finished in the top 
third of the field included 
Isabella Macho, 32nd in 
22:04.7, Katy Brophy, 
39th in 22:26.7, and 
Elsa Ellerbroek, 44th in 
22:34.6. Brandy Strange, 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Above: Ely’s Molly 
Brophy sprints to the 
front of the pack at 
the start of the girls 
varsity 5K at the Ely 
Invitational meet on 
Thursday.

Right: Ely’s Caid 
Chittum near the start 
of the boys race.

photos by D. Colburn

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

FOOTBALL

ELY— Homecoming proved a 
home drubbing for the Timberwolves 
this past Friday as Deer River racked 
up more than 340 yards of offense 

enroute to a 37-8 victory before a large 
homecoming crowd.

Ely set the tempo in their opening 
drive, as they initially moved the ball 
only to lose it to a fumble in Deer River 
territory. It was the story of the night 
as turnovers and penalties seemed to 
stymie every one of Ely’s attempts at a 
sustained drive.

“I felt we came out firing but shot 
ourselves in the foot with penalties,” 

said Ely Head Coach Louie Gerzin. “We 
were moving the ball down the field and 
had drives stall because of mistakes.”

The Wolves certainly had their 
chances. In the first quarter, they recov-
ered a Deer River fumble at midfield 
but holding penalties kept pushing 
them back. 

The Warriors, who faced their own 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See ELY FOOTBALL...pg. 2B

Left: Ely quarterback Sean Merriman 
looks for running room during 
Friday’s game with Deer River. 

FIELD TWP – Fans of big 
play football games got their 
fill at Friday’s North Woods 
home football game against 
Cherry, but the Tigers came 
up with far more of them in 
chalking up a 47-12 win over 
the Grizzlies.

The Grizzlies defense 
turned in what was arguably 
the first big play of the game 
when, trailing 7-0, Nick 
Abramson sacked the Cherry 
quarterback for a a six-yard 
loss, a play that after a sub-
sequent incompletion set up 
a daunting fourth-and-25 for 
the Tigers at the North Woods 
40. But instead of punting, the 
Tigers flipped the big play 
tables on the Grizzlies with 
a 40-yard touchdown pass.

Despite the lapse, the 
Grizzlies defense largely held 
their own against a Cherry 
squad that had rolled up 64 
points against Cass Lake-
Bena,  thwarting multiple 
Tigers drives and keeping 
the score close late into the 
half. North Woods had some 
success moving the ball on 
offense, but had a pair of 
drives fizzle out in Cherry 
territory.

It looked as though the 
Grizzles would get out of the 
half without any more damage 
after stopping another Cherry 
drive at the North Woods 22 
with only 50 seconds left, but 
the Tigers defense came up 
with a big play on a fumble 
recovery just five seconds 
later. With a short field to 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

FIELD TWP- It was a mixed bag 
for the North Woods volleyball team 
this past week as the Grizzlies went 
2-2 at a tournament at Mesabi East on 
Saturday and picked up a convincing 
3-0 road win at Nashwauk-Keewatin 
on Monday.

Prior to a tournament at Rock 
Ridge earlier this season, North 
Woods Head Coach Kaileen 
Redmond noted that her team was 
“notorious for having slow starts 
first thing in the morning,” and the 
Chisholm Bluestreaks turned that to 
their advantage in the first match of 
the day at Mesabi East, breezing to 
a 25-16 win in the first game. The 
Grizzlies roared back in a torrid 
second game that went to extra 
points, but riding the momentum of 
their opening victory the Bluestreaks 
eeked out a 29-27 win to take the 
match 2-0.

After sitting out the next round, 
North Woods righted the ship in a 

photo by M. Helmberger

ELY— The Timberwolves 
continued their dominance in 
Section 7A volleyball action 
this past week, notching six 
more match wins, including 
four straight victories on 
Saturday to take first at the 
Mesabi East tournament. 

On Tuesday, the Wolves 

capped the week’s success 
with an overwhelming beat-
down of Mt. Iron-Buhl. Ely 
took it 25-7, 25-6, and 25-15. 
Eleven Ely players combined 
for 33 kills, 43 digs, and 19 ace 
serves in the rout. Sophomore 
Audrey Kallberg proved 
the chief assassin, with 12 
kills, followed by senior Lilli 
Rechichi with eight. Senior 
Clare Thomas led in digs, 

with eight, and aces, with six. 
Sophomore setter Gretta Lowe 
added 31 assists and five digs.

At Bigfork on Monday, the 
Wolves beat the Huskies twice 
in three days as they took three 
straight sets 25-20, 25-11, and 
25-19. Lilli Rechichi dominat-
ed at the net for the Wolves, 
notching 12 kills, along with 
nine digs. Kallberg added 
seven kills and a dozen digs, 

while sophomore Charlotte 
Hegman posted six kills and 
12 digs. Junior Sadie Rechichi 
added 12 digs on the night. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See ELY GIRLS...pg. 2B

Right: Ely sophomore 
Audrey Kallberg goes 
up for a block during 
Tuesday’s rout over Mt. 
Iron-Buhl.
photo by J. Greeney
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SWIMMING

NR/E posts strong showing at Lumberjack Log Jam
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VOLLEYBALL

Northeast Range rallies for straight set win at Cherry

struggles early, found a way to 
score late in the first quarter on 
a drive capped by a 31-yard 
run. A kicked extra point put 
the Warriors up 7-0. 

On the subsequent kickoff, 
Ely senior running back Alex 
Merriman threaded the Deer 
River defense with a thrilling 
runback that left the Wolves 
at the Warrior’s 34 yard-line. 
But Deer River held firm and 
picked off a Sean Merriman 
pass on a fourth and seven 
play, leaving them with the 
ball on their own 20-yard line. 

But on their first play from 
scrimmage, Deer River’s Sean 

Drotts broke through the line 
and scampered 80 yards for 
another six. The missed extra 
point left Deer River up 13-0.

The Warriors returned to 
the air on their next possession, 
as Schjenken connected with 
Hayden Schwochert for six 
more. Another failed conver-
sion left Deer River on top 
19-0 with just over six minutes 
remaining in the half. 

Merriman gave the 
Wolves good field position 
on another nice runback to 
midfield on the kickoff, but a 
motion penalty followed by 
a holding call pushed them 

back. A nice pass completion 
from quarterback Merriman to 
junior Jesse Oelke, gave the 
Wolves momentary momen-
tum with the ball at the Deer 
River 44. But a fumble on the 
next play seemed to deflate 
the Wolves and the Warriors 
took advantage with a quick 
drive capped by a 22-yard 
pass completion to put Deer 
River up 25-0. 

Ely started its next drive 
on its own 35 with just over 
two minutes left ahead of 
the break. They managed 
a first down near midfield 
before the Warriors picked 

off another Merriman pass, 
leaving them with yet another 
scoring opportunity with less 
than half a minute remaining. 
They went to the air and Ely 
batted down their first attempt 
to the end zone. But on second 
down, Schjenken connected 
with Sean Drotts to put Deer 
River up 31-0. 

The second half went 
mercifully quickly with the 
clock on running time. The 
Warriors would add six more 
points in the third quarter to 
take a 37-0 lead, but with most 
of the bench in after that, it 
was their last trip to the end 

zone. The Wolves scored their 
only touchdown in the fourth 
quarter on a Garrett Rohr run 
and with the two-point con-
version, narrowed the final 
gap to 37-8. 

Sean Merriman led in 
rushing with 33 yards, while 
Alex Merriman added 16 
yards. Rohr tallied 14 yards 
and the touchdown, while 
Max Brandriet rushed for 17 
yards, including a two-point 
conversion. Brandriet com-
pleted two passes for 29 yards 
and Alex Merriman completed 
a 27-yard pass. Jesse Oelke 
caught two passes for 37 yards, 

while Tory Hughley added a 
reception good for 19 yards. 

On defense, Oelke led 
with seven tackles while 
Henry Lenz added four. Tory 
Hughley added two tackles 
along with a fumble recovery 
and a pass breakup. 

The Wolves are set to 
host Barnum on Friday in 
their penultimate regular 
season matchup. They travel 
to Milaca next Wednesday for 
the regular season finale. 

work with, the Tigers made the 
Grizzlies pay for the mistake, 
with Noah Sundquist scoring 
on a 14-yard run with 15 
seconds left. The conversion 
gave Cherry a 21-0 halftime 
lead.

The Tigers were back 
on the board on their first 
possession of the second half 
courtesy of a 57-yard scamper 
by Noah Asuma that upped the 
lead to 27-0.

Then it was the Grizzlies’ 
turn to get in on the big play 
parade. They marched from 
their own 22 to the Cherry 49, 
and Nick Abramson took the 
ball to the house from there, 
running 49 yards around left 
end for a North Woods touch-
down. The Grizzlies failed to 
make the conversion, leaving 
the score at 27-6.

A Grizzlies defense that 
had been solid in the first half 
couldn’t stop the Tigers in the 
second, as Cherry scored on 
its next three possessions to 
put the game out of reach at 
47-6. But with a running clock 
and time running down, North 

Woods had one last big play 
up its sleeve. Dropping back 
to pass at the Cherry 32 with 
46 seconds remaining, Talen 
Jarshaw heaved a pass to the 
end zone that was caught by 
Trajan Barto for a touchdown. 
The point after was no good, 
accounting for the final score 
of 47-12.

Abramson anchored 
the Grizzlies ground game, 
picking up 90 yards on 19 
attempts with one touchdown. 
Jarshaw ran the ball 15 times 
for 46 yards.

Louie Panichi completed 
the only pass he threw for six 
yards before going out with an 
injury in the first half. Jarshaw 
stepped in and had a good 
night tossing the ball, hitting 
on five of ten attempts for 89 
yards, one touchdown, and one 
interception. Barto pulled in 
four catches for 79 yards and 
a touchdown, while Abramson 
and Aidan Hartway each had 
one reception.

Defensively, the Grizzlies 
were paced by Carson Johnson 
with four solo tackles and six 

assists and Rogelio Noyes 
with four solos and five assists.

“I thought we played a 
really nice first half,” Head 
Coach Joel Anderson said. 
“We settled down and played 
really good defense for the first 
half. We had what I thought 
was a pretty good scheme 
going in against these guys. 
That fumble at the end of 
the first half was kind of the 
straw that felt like it broke us 
a little bit defensively. Credit 
to Cherry, they’re fast, they’re 
physical, they are tough to 
bring down. In the second half 
we just gave them too many 
extra chances.”

Anderson saw some 
bright spots on offense, 
although having to shuffle 
players around took away 

some of the timing and plays 
that were important to the 
Grizzlies attack, he said.

“If you don’t have 
the  t iming down you 
don’t really get to fool 
anybody,” Anderson said. 
It was a kind of breakout game 
for senior wide receiver Barto, 
who was shifted from playing 
quarterback to make better 
use of his speed and agility. 
“We’ve been kind of waiting 
for that from him the whole 
season,” Anderson said. 
“Trajan dealt with an ankle 
injury early on and it kind of 
hampered him a bit. He played 
a very nice game on Friday – 
he made big plays, took it out 
of their hands once, came up 
with the touchdown there at 
the end of the game. That’s 
kind of what we had in mind 
with Trajan.”

The 2-4 Grizzlies will 
hit the road on Thursday, 
not Friday, to take on 1-5 
Bigfork. Their final regular 
season game will also be on 
the road on Wednesday, Oct. 
16 at Cook County.

Right: Grizzlies’ lineman 
Rogelio Noyes leads 
running back Nick 
Abramson on a sweep 
against Cherry last 
Friday.
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lunctime matchup against 
Northeast Range. Getting 
strong play from their front 
line, the Grizzlies closed out a 
first game 25-17 win on a Mya 
Kinsey kill. The Nighthawks 
would not go down quietly in 
the second, taking an early 9-6 
lead, but North Woods drew 
even at 10-10 on a block by 
Amber Sopoci. A pair of Else 
Bee kills sandwiched around 
a North Woods error put 
NER back ahead 14-13, and 
the game was neck and neck 

from there. A kill by NER’s 
Kaydence Hancock and a 
North Woods error gave the 
Nighthawks their last lead of 
the game at 19-18. But another 
block by Sopoci and an Izzy 
Pascuzzi kill put the Grizzlies 
in front 22-20, and they held 
on for the 25-23 win and the 
match victory.

A chance for revenge 
awaited in the next round as 
North Woods took on Ely, a 
team they lost to just four days 
earlier. In a repeat of the first 

game on Tuesday, the Wolves 
won Saturday’s first game 
handily by the same 25-13 
score. And it was almost déjà 
vu in the second game, as 
North Woods regained their 
footing to force a deciding 
third game with a 25-21 win, 
just one point better than on 
Tuesday.

Ely’s Lilli Rechichi and 
North Woods’ Lauren Burnett 
traded kills to open the finale, 
but a pair of Rechichi service 
aces staked the Wolves to a 6-2 

lead. North Woods would get 
back to within one at 10-9 on 
a Burnett kill, but the Grizzlies 
couldn’t find the range from 
there as Ely went on to claim 
a 15-10 win.

Finishing 1-2 in pool play, 
the Grizzlies drew host Mesabi 
East for the consolation round, 
and the Giants gave North 
Woods all they could handle. 
Fueled by a raucous home 
crowd, the Giants pushed the 
Grizzlies hard in the two game 
match, with North Woods 

winning the first 25-23 and 
surviving a sizzling finale 
28-26.
Nashwauk-Keewatin

After going 2-2 in the 
tourney, the Grizzlies had 
something to prove on 
Monday when they hit the 
road for a match against 
Nashwauk-Keewatin, and 
they unleashed their full 
fury against an overmatched 
Spartans squad. Avoiding the 
pitfall of playing down to their 
opponent, a sharp-looking 

Grizzlies squad steamrolled 
their way past the Spartans 
25-10, 25-7, and 25-13.

The Grizzlies were sched-
uled to have a week off before 
their final regular season 
match on Monday, a home 
contest against the 1-18 
Fond du Lac Ojibwe. North 
Woods will then await their 
assignment for the Section 
7A tournament which begins 
on Oct. 21.

C L O Q U E T —  T h e 
Northeast Range/Ely swim 
team came home with some 
hardware from the Lumberjack 
Log Jam tournament held here 
on Saturday, with three first-
place finishes in a field of five 
teams and dozens of swim-
mers. Overall, the team swam 
to a strong third-place finish 
with 402 points. Cloquet-
Esko-Carlton finished first 
in the home event with 535 

points.
Anna Larson and Via 

DeBeltz took individual firsts 
against some of the biggest 
fields they’ve faced all season. 
DeBeltz topped the pool in the 
500 freestyle over 13 other 
competitors with a time of 
6:15.63, nearly 18 seconds 
ahead of the second-place fin-
isher in the event. Swimming 
against 18 other competitors, 
Larson claimed the 50 free-
style with a time of 27.49, 
edging the second-place fin-
isher by 0.17 seconds.

DeBeltz notched a sec-
ond-place finish in the 200 
freestyle, with a time of 
2:19.35. Larson added a third-
place finish in the 100 butterfly 
with a time of 1:12.36, just two 
seconds back of the winner. 

Larson and DeBeltz were 
joined by Brynn Larson and 
Tuuli Koivisto to take first in 
the 200 freestyle relay in a field 
of 12 teams. 

Overall, it was one of the 
most impressive performances 
of the NR/E squad all season 
and it points to a squad that 

is peaking at the right time 
with sectional competition 
right around the corner. The 
team is set to swim at Grand 
Rapids on Saturday and will 
be in International Falls on 
Tuesday before a week-long 
break ahead of sections.

 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Right: First-place NR/E 
medalists in the 200 
freestyle relay include: 
Anna Larson, Brynn 
Larson, Via DeBeltz, and 
Tuuli Koivisto. 
submitted photo

Anna Ziegenmeyer, Anna 
Dunn, Lillie O’Neil, Lucy 
Dunn, Aila Harding, and Ella 
Littler also competed for the 
Wolves.

In a heated duel in the 
boys race, Jack Kendall of 

Rock Ridge narrowly edged 
Mark Goettel of Duluth East 
for a three-second win with a 
time of 16:23.1. Duluth East 
claimed the team crown.

Caid Chittum paced the 
Wolves by finishing 19th in 

the field of 186 with a time of 
17:50.2. Six other Ely runners 
placed in the top third of the 
race, including Silas Solum, 
30th in 18:15.1, Otto Devine, 
36th in 18:33.9, Mason 
Kurnava, 38th in 18:37.1, Eli 

Olson, 45th in 18:47.7, Brooks 
Brenny, 55th in 19:15.1, 
and Dylan Durkin, 60th in 
19:27.1. Milo McClelland, 
Oliver Hohenstein, Aksel 
Skustad, Trenton Bishop, 
Mason Molden, and Max 

Cochran rounded out the Ely 
contingent.

In the junior high boys 
2.6K race, Wyatt Devine nar-
rowly missed out on claiming 
the championship, finishing 
second with a time of 8:46.1. 

In the junior high girls divi-
sion, Mirabella Lepisto was 
the top finisher for the Wolves, 
placing sixth with a time of 
11:04.5.

Senior Clare Thomas tallied 
five kills and six digs, while 
sophomore setter Gretta Lowe 
posted 35 assists and six digs.

At the Mesabi East tour-
nament over the weekend, 
the Wolves delivered much 
the same treatment to Bigfork 

as they dropped the Huskies 
25-17, 25-12. Kallberg led 
in kills in the match with 
seven, along with nine digs. 
Lilli Rechichi added four 
kills and eight digs, while 
Thomas added four kills and 
seven digs.

It was a very similar story 
against Northeast Range as 
Ely stuffed the Nighthawks 
25-17, 25-17. Kallberg again 
led in kills with eight, along 
with ten digs, while Lilli 
Rechichi added seven kills. 
Thomas posted ten digs, while 

Lowe added 22 assists.
The Wolves faced a 

tougher challenge from North 
Woods, as they took three sets 
to tame the Grizzlies, winning 
25-13, 21-25, and 15-10. 
Lilli Rechichi and Thomas 
dominated the net, with ten 

and nine kills respectively. 
Kallberg added five kills and 
eight digs, while Lowe posted 
25 assists.

Kal lberg  and  Li l l i 
Rechichi teamed up at the net 
as the Wolves edged Chisholm 
25-23, 25-22. Rechichi posted 

11 kills while Kallberg added 
nine. Lowe added 28 assists 
and seven digs. 

The Wolves were set 
to travel to Nashwauk on 
Thursday. They’ll be back 
home to host Cook County in 
the regular season finale. 

ELY GIRLS..Continued from page 1B

C H E R R Y —  T h e 
Nighthawks continued to 
show they’re no pushovers this 
season as they held on against 

a Tigers’ surge to come away 
with a straight set victory here 
on Tuesday. 

Cherry made the ‘Hawks 
work for it throughout the 
match. While the two teams 
traded leads, Northeast Range 

finished on top in each set, 
25-20, 25-21, and 25-19.

“I’m so happy our team 
can come back when they are 
down points!” said Northeast 
Range Head Coach Misty 
Roseth. “We served well and 

our offense was great. They 
had very clean play tonight.”

Maizy Sundblad and 
Kaydence Hancock dominat-
ed at the net for the ‘Hawks 
as they combined on 14 kills. 
Sundblad added 13 set assists 

and went a perfect 12-12 from 
the serving line. Else Bee 
posted three kills and eight 
digs, while Peyson Roseth 
added three kills and six digs. 
Danica Sundblad posted 14 
digs and went 14-14 on the 

serve. Chloe Janeksala added 
six digs. 

The ’Hawks were set to 
host Bigfork on Thursday. 
They travel to Littlefork next 
Tuesday to wrap up the regular 
season. 
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 Obituaries and Death Notices

Raymond L. Marsnik 
Raymond L. “Ray” 

Marsnik, 83, of Ely, passed 
away peacefully in his home 
on Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. 
A Funeral Mass will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 19 at 11 
a.m. at St. Anthony’s Cath-
olic Church in Ely with vis-
itation one hour prior to the 
service at the church. Lunch 
will follow. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of Ely.

Ray was born in Ely to 
George and Mary Kalsich 
Marsnik on March 2, 1941. 
He was the youngest of 13 
children. He graduated from 
Ely Memorial High School 
in the class of 1959, Ely Ju-
nior College and Bemidji 
State University, where he 
received his master’s degree. 
He taught for 35 years in the 
Lake County Schools, Biwa-
bik and Mesabi East Schools. 
He coached football and 
basketball for many of those 
years. He retired from teach-
ing in 1998. He served on the 
Ely School Board from 2001 
to the present. He was set to 
retire this year. He served as 
board chair for most of those 
years. Education and sports 
were his passion. He espe-
cially loved the Minnesota 

Golden Gophers. He mar-
ried his wife Pat on Dec. 30, 
1982. 

Ray is survived by his 
two stepchildren, Trish 
(Barry) Weisinger and John 
(Heather) Scufsa; five grand-
children, Emily (Danny) 
Forsman, Stephen (Becky 
Murphy) Weisinger, Addison 
Scufsa, Rebekkah Scufsa and 
Rachael Scufsa; great-grand-
son, Isaiah Forsman; sisters, 
Ruth Mahin and Jeanette Mc-
Manus; sisters-in-law, Beth 
Petersen and Barb (Steve) 
Fultz; brothers-in-law, Bob 
Baier and Charlie McNulty; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Pat; and 
siblings, Marie Yakich, Fran-
ces Weiler, Leo Kuzma, Don-
ald Kuzma, George Marsnik, 
Albert Marsnik, Leonard 
Marsnik, Bernard “Fuzzy” 
Marsnik, Annette Marsnik 
and Lori McNulty. 

Thomas J. Efta
Thomas J. Efta, 70, of 

Babbitt, passed away on 
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, at his 
home. Funeral arrangements 
are pending with Landmark 
Funeral Home in Virginia.

Friday, Sept. 20, 11-5pm  ................... Glow Run in Whiteside Park

Thursday, Oct. 3, 8am-Noon & 2-6pm ..............Grand Ely Lodge

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 3-7pm ......ISD 696 Parent/Teacher Conferences

Thursday, Oct. 10, 3-7pm ........ISD 696 Parent/Teacher Conferences

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7-9am ................... The HUB on Miners Drive

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 11:30-1pm .................... Ely Senior Center

Thursday, Oct. 24 ..........Business Wellness Days – Call 218-365-8739
to schedule an appointment for your business

Tuesday, Oct. 29 ............Business Wellness Days – Call 218-365-8739
to schedule an appointment for your business

Thursday, Nov. 7, 9am-Noon .................... Babbitt Municipal Gym

FREE FLU SHOTS

(218) 365-8739  •  www.ebch.org  •  328 W. Conan St.  •  Ely, MN 55731 

Meet and Greet
Grant Hauschild

Wednesday, October 30
Vermilion Club • 4-6 p.m. 

3191 Old Hwy 77, Tower

“Grant has been a major 
supporter of our community and 
region. He focuses on issues that 
matter to our communities such 
as child care, workforce shortages, 

tax relief, infrastructure, 
housing and emergency services.”

Come Celebrate
Mary Batinich’s 88th Birthday

And Meet State Senator
Grant Hauschild 

Pizza and salad served 
(cash bar)

Paid for by Friends of Grant Hauschild

ELY- The Georgia tour-
ist who assaulted his par-
ents and a St. Louis County 
Deputy in the face in July 
has used the rare Norgaard 
plea to dodge a felony con-
viction in a plea bargain deal 
reached Sept. 30. 

While intoxicated, 
Dylan Scott Williams of 
Centre, Ala., caused an inci-
dent at the Grand Ely Lodge 

on July 13. Williams, his 
parents, wife and child were 
in Ely for a wedding. As re-
ported in the July 26 issue 
of the Timberjay, during the 
fracas to restrain Williams, 
he kicked Deputy Micah 
Hughes in the face while re-
sisting arrest. 

Williams was charged 
with felony assault of a 
peace officer, two gross mis-
demeanor counts of assault 
and obstruction, and three 
misdemeanor counts of do-

mestic assault. He spent five 
days in the St. Louis County 
Jail after his arrest.

Williams’ plea bargain 
dismissed the felony charge, 
both gross misdemeanors, 
and one of the misdemeanor 
assault charges. He was con-
victed of two misdemeanor 
felony assault charges and 
sentenced to five days in jail. 
Because he has already spent 
five days in incarceration, he 
was credited for the time al-
ready served.

Williams used the rare 
Norgaard plea, which is 
unique to Minnesota. In a 
Norgaard plea, a defendant 
admits to a crime but doesn’t 
remember committing it be-
cause of being intoxicated or 
mentally ill. The Norgaard 
plea is named after a 1993 
Minnesota Supreme Court 
case, State of Minnesota v. 
Norgaard, when the court 
first allowed the plea. 

ELY- The Ely Communi-
ty Health Center has extended 
their affordable dental care to 
fillings and extractions over 
the summer and will be able 
to offer them again next year 
from May into October. The 
nonprofit offers dental care for 
those with state-funded insur-
ance and offers sliding scale 
services for those with private 
or no insurance. 

“We never turn patients 
away due to financial inabili-
ty to pay for services,” stated 
Mary Bianco, M.D., chair of 
the center’s board of directors.

Bianco credited the exten-
sion of dental care in the sum-

mer to the efforts of volunteer 
Thomas Kvanbeck, D.D.S. 
Kvanbeck recently retired after 
operating his own dental prac-
tice in Wisconsin. Bianco said 
Kvanbeck was “excited to give 
back to our community.” He 
will be spending his summers 
at his Ely cabin and some of his 
spare time while here providing 
fillings and extractions at the 
center’s dental clinic.

The expansion adds to the 
services the center’s registered 
dental hygienists already offer, 
including cleaning teeth, taking 
X-rays, and performing fluo-
ride treatments and oral cancer 
screenings. With the center’s 
mobile dental equipment, they 
also provide dental services on-
site at Boundary Waters Care 
Center and Carefree Living 

Ely.

Free medical clinic
In addition to dental care, 

the center’s free walk-in med-
ical clinic is open on Thursday 
evenings from 5:30-7 p.m. at 
33 E. Chapman St. No appoint-
ment is necessary. The volun-
teer staff of physicians, nurses, 
and nurse practitioners offers 
a slate of no-cost services, in-
cluding chronic illness man-
agement, treatment of acute 
illnesses and minor injuries, 
prescription refills, physicals, 
and education.

Insurance help
The center’s executive di-

rector, Helen Tome, is a certi-
fied MNsure navigator. She is 

a trained assistance provider 
in helping area residents find 
and apply for health insurance, 
including the public programs 
like MinnesotaCare and Medi-
cal Assistance.

Health insurance naviga-
tion and dental care services 
require an appointment. The 
center can be contacted by call-
ing 218-365-5678 or emailing 
director@elycommunityhealth.
org. The center’s website is el-
ycommunityhealth.org.

The Ely Community 
Health Center is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. Donations help the 
center continue to provide 
health and dental care to the lo-
cal community.
Right: Dentist Thomas 
Kvanbeck at the clinic. 
submitted

TOWER- Members of 
the Tower Ambulance Com-
mission, along with Tow-
er Ambulance Supervisor 
Dena Suihkonen, and Tow-
er Council Member Kevin 
Norby will participate in the 
Ely-Bloomenson Communi-
ty Hospital’s newly-formed 
Northeast Regional Ambu-
lance Initiative. 

The new working group 
will include directors from 
the Ely, Tower, and Babbitt 
ambulance services, an Ely 

Area Ambulance Service 
board member, and one rep-
resentative from each city 
or township considering in-
volvement in a regionalized 
ambulance service. The first 
meeting of the group is set 
for Oct. 18.

The meeting will be 
overseen by SafeTech, the 
group that EBCH hired to 
produce the regional ambu-
lance study.

The commission dis-
cussed the new working 
group at its meeting on Oct. 
7.

“I think this will be to 
gauge if all three ambulance 

services are interested in a 
regional service,” said Suih-
konen, who added she heard 
that SafeTech was working 
on getting more information 
on the financial implications 
of creating a regional ser-
vice.

“That needs to be the 
first step,” said TAS mem-
ber Matt Tuchel. “There 
are definitely positives and 
negatives.” The plan would 
need approval from all three 
ambulance services to pro-
ceed, and it calls for the 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital to 
oversee and manage the re-
gional service.

Members at the TAS 
meeting all seemed in favor 
of learning more about a re-
gional service, especially if 
it could provide ALS service 
to the area, something the 
Tower Ambulance Service 
is not currently equipped to 
do (though ALS service is 
provided cooperatively from 
the Virginia Ambulance Ser-
vice.) The big outstanding 
questions about such a re-
gional service include the 
cost and what type of finan-
cial subsidies would be re-
quired, as well as how many 
ambulances would be sta-
tioned in the area.

The Tower Ambulance 
Service is financially more 
stable than last year, with a 
bank balance of $78,161 at 
the end of August, although 
Suihkonen reported that the 
service still needs to pay its 
workmen’s compensation 
insurance which is around 
$20,000. The ambulance 
replacement fund is in a re-
building phase, at $15,145, 
after the purchase of the new 
ambulance in August, though 
some of the participating 
townships have yet to make 
their 2024 payments. 

The new ambulance has 
been driven 2,793 miles so 

far, Suihkonen reported, and 
the 2019 rig, rated in good 
condition, has 92,157 miles, 
which includes 14,364 miles 
so far this year. Ambulance 
calls to date this year are up 
from previous years.

The commission decid-
ed to put the 2013 GMC rig 
up for sale on an ambulance 
trading site. Any proceeds 
from the sale would go into 
the ambulance replacement 
fund. 

The commission will 
hold its next regular meeting 
on Jan. 6, 2025, at 5:30 p.m.

Georgia tourist takes plea bargain for Ely assault

Ely Community Health Center to offer dental fillings in the summer

Tower to participate in Northeast Regional Ambulance Initiative



REGIONAL— Given weeks of little 
or no rain, river levels across northeastern 
Minnesota have dropped sharply, with 
most regional watersheds now considered 
critically low.

The Vermilion River, which had been 
considered within normal flow just one 
week ago, fell sharply over the past week 
as outflow from Lake Vermilion has slowed 
considerably due to the intensifying drought. 

At the mouth of the Vermilion River, at 
Crane Lake, flow dropped from 141 cubic 
feet per second, or cfs, to 93 cfs. Anything 
below 122 cfs is considered at Q90, which 
means flows are higher than that 90 percent 
of the time. Virtually every river system in St. 
Louis, Lake, and Cook counties are currently 
considered in Q90 status. 

The Basswood River, which was in 
Q90 last week, had seen its flow decline 
by a third in the week ending on Monday. 
The DNR posts its stream flow data every 
Monday during the open water season. As of 
this week, the Basswood River was at 210 
cfs, down from 318 the week before and far 
below the Q90 cutoff of 355 cfs.

The Little Fork River saw a significant 
drop as well, from 114 cfs last week to just 
71 cfs as on Monday. The Q90 threshold for 
the Little Fork is 90 cfs. 

The St. Louis River, which has been 
in Q90 status for the past few weeks, saw 
another significant drop in the past week, with 
a registered flow of 329 cfs, down from 486 
cfs the week before. For the St. Louis River, 
1,500 cfs would be a more typical flow for 
this time of year. Anything below 629 cfs is 
considered Q90 status.

The latest river levels are still higher than 
during the late summer drought in 2021, when 
some area rivers virtually disappeared. As of 
Sept. 19, 2021, the Vermilion River’s flow 
had declined to an astonishing 8.0 cfs. The 
Vermilion River’s flow is largely determined 
by the discharge over the Vermilion Dam, 
so once the lake level drops below the lip 
of the dam, water flow in the river can fall 
to almost nothing. 

Lake Vermilion has “gotten crazy 
low,” in recent days, according to Gretchen 
Niemeste at Aronson Boat Works. “It seems 
to be dropping by inches every day.” 

With no rain in the ten-day forecast, the 
water levels are likely to continue to fall for 
the foreseeable future.
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Seven miles to the Devil’s Cascade

Blockbuster bear numbers, 
mixed reports on ruffed grouse

Or 14 miles there and back on a day hike along the Sioux Hustler trail

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

HIKING THE BWCAW

River levels hit 
critical lows 
in the region

HUNTING SUCCESS

REGIONAL— Bear hunters 
are reporting one of their best 
seasons in years as a poor natural 
food crop has brought bears into 
baits like hunters haven’t experi-
enced since at least 2021.

As of this week, with the 
season set to end Sunday, hunters 
had registered 3,333 bears, 

already the highest harvest in 
more than five years. 

“We kind of expected a 
good hunting season because 
of the limited natural foods,” 
said Courtney Clark, assistant 
area wildlife manager for the 
Department of Natural Resources 
in Tower. 

But the numbers are sur-
prising even wildlife managers 
as hunter success this year is 
exceeding 60 percent in some 

areas. In zone 25, for example, 
hunters have registered 215 bears 
out of 325 total permits issued by 
the DNR. That’s a success rate of 
66 percent. Zone 25 includes far 
northern St. Louis and eastern 
Koochiching counties. 

In zone 31, which encom-
passes the entire North Shore, 
inland to the Ely and Embarrass 
areas, hunters have registered 242 
bears out of 400 permits issued, a 
success rate of 60 percent. 

Statewide, hunters registered 
1,203 bears on the opening day 
of the season, nearly as many as 
the just over 1,500 bears regis-
tered all last season. Last year, 
abundant natural foods limited 
hunter success.

This year’s high harvest 
could impact the DNR’s efforts to 
continue to recover the bear pop-
ulation, which was depleted after 

photos by M. Helmberger

“It looks like it’s about 
five miles.” It turns out I 
would regret those words, at 
least a little.

I’ve long had a 
difficult time con-
vincing people to 
accompany me on 
my little adventures, 
which I regularly 
write about in these 
pages. Snowshoe 
slogs across the Lost 
Lake Swamp. River 
canoeing through 
rapids, which can 
(and sometimes do) 
involve capsizing. 
Or long(ish) hikes 
through the Boundary Waters. 

Terms like “death march” 
have often been used to 
describe such outings. So, 
maybe I tend to downplay 

the distances involved when 
I’m looking for a fellow 
adventurer. 

So it was with my sugges-
tion of a day hike up 
the Sioux Hustler 
trail, which heads 
north from the 
Echo Trail, com-
pleting a 35-mile 
loop through the far 
northwestern end 
of the Boundary 
Waters.

I wasn’t sug-
gesting the entire 
35 miles on a 
Saturday. The plan 
was to hike as far as 

Devil’s Cascade at the north 
end of Lower Pauness Lake, 
which is part of the Little 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

See HIKE...pg. 5B

Above: Looking up the Devil’s Cascade from the bottom.  With the 
current low water, it was possible to explore inside the narrow canyon.

Below: A view up the Little Indian Sioux River near the Devil’s Cascade.

WORSENING DROUGHT

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HUNTING..pg. 5B

The East Two River in Tower. 



Indian Sioux flowage. The 
Sioux Hustler trail is described 
as a “lollipop,” with a spur trail 
to the cascade as the stick with 
a roughly 20-mile loop starting 
at the end of the stick.

The maps I had seen 
had no mileage markers so I 
estimated the distance to the 
cascade was about five miles, 
which would then be ten miles 
there and back. I was thinking 
probably more like five and 
a half miles each way, but 
figured I’d round down as I 
was still hoping Jodi might 
want to join in. We’d been 
on ten-milers before, but not 
in recent years so I figured 
anything over ten would be a 
non-starter.

In the end, Jodi declined, 
but I did find a willing hiking 
partner who had been on 
my treks before and knew 
what she was getting into. 
Unfortunately, she’s a runner 
who wears one of those fancy 
watches that tell you how far 
you’ve gone. 

My “about five miles” 
didn’t hold up. At mile five, 
it was clear we weren’t any-
where close to the cascade. “I 
was kind of thinking it would 
be five and a half miles,” I said. 

She let me know when we 
were at five and a half miles. 
She let me know when we 
were at mile six, and at six and 
a half. “Jodi warned me about 
this,” she confided.

“Yeah, yeah,” I said. 
“I think we’re getting close 
now.” 

Just a bit further on, a 
fairly well-worn trail appeared 
and we stopped and wondered 
if it might be a shortcut to our 
destination. It turned out it was 

the trail to a latrine, set back 
a ways, it turns out, from a 
gorgeous campsite on a rocky 
overlook at few hundred feet 
further along.

“Do you think that’s the 
Devil’s Cascade,” my hiking 
partner suggested. I tried to 
ignore her and headed back to 
the main trail, while she hung 
out to get a picture of the latrine 
to document our visit to what 
she now insisted must be the 
destination I had promised. 

At mile seven, we did, 
in fact, make it to Devil’s 
Cascade, which given the low 
water level was more like the 
Devil’s Tinkle, but it gave us 
the chance to eat a quick lunch 
on rocks in the narrow canyon 
that would normally be under-
water. Over the centuries, the 
75-foot-high canyon walls had 
shed some massive boulders, 

and I tried to imagine what it 
must have looked like in the 
wake of our June 18 rainstorm 
or when swollen with snow-
melt from a normal winter. 
It must be an angry, roaring 
torrent when the water’s high. 

Below the cascade, where 
there is normally a large pool, 
there was just a trickle of 
water flowing between rocks, 

making it easy to cross the 
river at will. The scene was 
bookended by the golden 
leaves of big yellow birch 
and orange sugar maples, an 
interesting mix of two tree 
species that are uncommon in 
the Boundary Waters. 
On the trail

From the start, we knew 
daylight would be an issue, as 

it always is in October. We had 
hit the trail about 10 a.m. and 
knew that we’d need to set a 
brisk pace given the uncertain-
ty of our destination. On the 
way in, we’d set an average 
pace of 19-minute miles, so 
we were making good time. 

Fortunately, the Sioux 
Hustler trail is surprisingly 
well-maintained. I’ve been on 
hiking trails in the Boundary 
Waters that can take a blood-
hound to follow at times, 
but we experienced only one 
moment of uncertainty when 
the trail ran a couple hundred 
feet along the top of a beaver 
dam. We, at first, had traveled 
on what appeared to be the 
trail only to have it fade away, 
prompting us to double back 
before deciding to walk the 
dam. There were a few blow-
down trees here and there, but 
they could easily be stepped 
over or around and barely 
slowed us down.

We even ran into a couple 
other hikers, which is a very 
rare event on a Boundary 
Waters trail. Then again, it 
was hard to top our recent run 
of weather, which has been 
remarkably dry and warm 
for this time of year. The fall 

colors were near peak, and the 
bugs were non-existent, so it 
was an ideal time to be out in 
the wilderness.

The section of trail we 
traveled offered plenty of 
variety, including colorful 
overlooks and deeply shaded 
stretches lined with cedar right 
along the Little Indian Sioux 
River, which at one point 
included a small but scenic 
waterfall, which could make 
a nice destination for those 
not interested in the 14-mile 
round trip to Devil’s Cascade. 
A stretch of alder at one point 
on the trail was loaded with 
ruffed grouse. 

We were tired by the time 
we made it back to the car but 
recognized it as that worthy 
kind of tired that says you 
actually did something with 
the day. It was a bit more than 
five miles, to be sure, and I 
would hear about it again when 
we got back to the house and 
Jodi got the report from my 
hiking partner. 

“I told you that would 
happen,” she said. “He does 
that all the time.”

Heavy winds this last week had 
many anglers laying low. Anglers that 
went out fishing found active walleyes 
in 15-20 feet of water around wind 
blown points and sunken islands. Small 
and medium sized suckers were the hot 
baits. Anglers fished them on a lindy rig 
or 1/4-3/8oz jig. Gold, blue/white and 
pink/white were the hot colors this last 
week. Water temps are now in the mid 

to high 50s. 
Smallies continue to binge feed on 

anything they can get in their mouths. 
Large and medium size suckers have 
been the best way to avoid catching piles 
of 2-3lb bass. Lindy rigs and jigs have 
been the best way to fish large minnows. 
Sunken islands that top out in 10-15 
feet of water have been the best areas to 
find smallies. Not all humps are created 
equal, so if the bass aren’t biting on the 
hump you’re fishing, keep moving!

Multiple anglers have been report-
ing that the crappies have started to 
school up and are sliding down to 
warmer, stable water temperatures. 
Anglers should now be focusing their 
efforts in the 12-16 feet of water range. 
Jig/twister, beetle spins, and the classic 
crappie minnow and bobber have been 
catching crappies. Anglers have been 
finding crappies just off weedbeds and 
around sunken islands. 
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from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi    Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn. Tower    Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn.
09/30     75    51     0.00      
10/01     79    37     0.00      
10/02     58    32     0.00      
10/03     66    25     0.00      
10/04     58    25     0.00     
10/05     66    41     0.00      
10/06     67    27     0.00 
YTD Total     23.92     

09/30     77    48     0.00      
10/01     57    39     0.00      
10/02     63    46     0.00      
10/03     57    39     0.00      
10/04     66    30     0.00     
10/05     64    48     0.00      
10/06     54    41     0.00                           
YTD Total                NA 

09/30     80    49     0.00      
10/01     77    41     0.00      
10/02     58    41     0.00      
10/03     63    41     0.00      
10/04     58    31     0.00     
10/05     65    31     0.00      
10/06     65    43     0.02   
YTD Total     24.41         

09/30     na    na     0.00      
10/01     68    na     0.00      
10/02     57    na     0.00      
10/03     61    na     0.00      
10/04     na    na     0.00     
10/05     65    na     0.00      
10/06     65    na     0.00    
YTD Total    22.75      
     

09/30     82    38     0.00      
10/01     72    36     0.00      
10/02     58    37     0.00      
10/03     64    38     0.00      
10/04     58    26     0.00     
10/05     64    26     0.00      
10/06     66    42     0.00
YTD Total              25.70     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

60  35 56  35  49  29 53  3348  29

Orange maple leaves with a waterfall backdrop along the Little Indian Sioux River. 

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Cook VFW
POST 1757

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

Open Daily: Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)

HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

Thursday: BINGO
Food Served 4:30-5:30 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM
Friday

BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7
Burgers starting at $7
Take-out available

(218)666-0500

Fishing reports

Ely area

several years of aggressive 
harvest more than a decade 
ago cut the bear population 
roughly in half. While the 
population has recovered in 
many parts of the state, bears 
have been slower to rebound 
in far northern Minnesota. 
While the public did report 
many more bear sightings in 
the region this summer, that’s 
likely a reflection of the poor 
natural food supply than a 
spike in actual bear numbers. 
Ruffed grouse

While initial reports on 
the grouse season were less 
than enthusiastic, Clark said 
she’s hearing better reports 
in the past week or two as 
the leaves are dropping and 
the summer coveys are dis-
persing. 

“We were expecting 

really good numbers from 
the drumming counts this 
spring,” said Clark, but the 
heavy June rains and flood-
ing likely impacted grouse 
reproduction. But just as the 
flooding impacts were spotty, 
it appears grouse numbers are 
as well. “We probably have 
pockets of good population 
out there,” said Clark. We’re 
hearing from some hunters 
that they’re filling out while 
others aren’t seeing many 
birds.”

Regardless, Clark said 
hunters will need to temper 
their expectations, particu-
larly after last year’s excep-
tionally high grouse numbers. 



CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of 
an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to 
enable customers to be able 
to identify the true owner of 
a business

Assumed Name: 
voyageursnationalparktour.
com
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 9855 Gappa 
Road, Kabetogama, MN 
56669, United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Border Guide Service LLC, 
105 Peck Street, P.O. Box 
155, Antelope, MT 59211

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this docu-
ment as the person whose 
signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be 
required who has authorized 
me to sign this document 
on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all 
required fields, and that the 
information in this document 
is true and correct and in 
compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under 
oath.

Dated: September 24, 2024
SIGNED BY: William Roden, 
President

Published in the Timberjay, 
October 4 & 11, 2024

CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of 
an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to 
enable customers to be able 
to identify the true owner of 
a business

Assumed Name: 
voyageursnat ionalpark-
tours.com
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 9855 Gappa 
Road, Kabetogama, MN 
56669, United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Border Guide Service LLC, 
105 Peck Street, P.O. Box 
155, Antelope, MT 59211

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this docu-
ment as the person whose 
signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be 
required who has authorized 
me to sign this document 
on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all 
required fields, and that the 
information in this document 
is true and correct and in 
compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under 
oath.

Dated: September 24, 2024
SIGNED BY: William Roden, 
President

Published in the Timberjay, 
October 4 & 11, 2024
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

VERMILION COUNTRY 
SCHOOL

MIDDAY ROUTE 
VAN DRIVER

Vermilion Country School in Tower 
is seeking a daily midday van driver from 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. to drive from Tower 
to Virginia and back, Monday thru Friday 

when school is in sesssion, $20/hour.
Contact 218-248-2485 if interested

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Legal notices are online 
each week at timberjay.com 
www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950  • timberjay.com

NOTICE OF AUCTION
Forfeited Impound Vehicle

1978 Ford Pickup
Unknown Mileage, Min Bid $3,500

Impounded for 6 Years
Auction Date 10/30 @ Noon

Viewing 1 hour prior
Kens A1 Auto Service

1501 E Howard St, Hibbing, MN 55746 10/11

EAGLES NEST TWP
NOTICE TO VOTERS IN 

MAIL BALLOT PRECINCTS 
IN ST. LOUIS COUNTY

2024 GENERAL ELECTION 
VOTING PROCEDURES

Voters residing in Eagles Nest Township, 
St. Louis County will vote by mail in state-
wide elections as authorized by the town-
ship under MN Statute 204B.45. 

Notice of State General Election: 
November 5, 2024.  All persons registered 
to vote on September 20, 2024, in MAIL 
BALLOT precincts will automatically be 
sent a ballot at least 14 days prior to the 
election.  If you are registered to vote and 
do not receive a ballot by October 22, 
2024, please contact the Auditor’s Office at 
one of the locations listed below.

Voted ballots may be returned by mail 
(stamped return envelopes are included 
with each MAIL BALLOT packet) or in 
person at one of the below listed locations.  
All returned ballots MUST BE RECEIVED 
by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day at one of 
the below listed Auditor’s Office locations.  
Assistive voting equipment and witness-
ing of signatures is also available at the 
Auditor’s Offices.

NOTE:  If you live in one of the mail 
ballot areas and are eligible to vote but 
are not currently registered, you may 
apply to the Auditor’s Office in person 
or by mail for ballots and registration 
materials.

Auditor, St. Louis County Courthouse 
100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 214, 
Duluth, MN  55802    
(218) 726-2385    

Virginia Government Services Building
201 South 3rd Ave West
Virginia, MN  55792   
(218) 749-7104

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 4, 11, 18, 2024

CITY OF TOWER
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS
PROJECT NO: TO24-01

OWNER: CITY OF 
TOWER, MINNESOTA   

SEALED BIDS FOR: 
2024 Street and Utility 
Improvements including 
the approximate quanti-
ties:

BASE BID:
MOBILIZATION-1 LS;
CLEARING-3 EACH;
REMOVE MISC. 
STRUCTURE- EACH;
REMOVE MANHOLE-3 
EACH;
SAWING BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT (FULL 
DEPTH)-290 LNFT;
REMOVE SEWER PIPE 
(SANITARY)-280 LNFT;
REMOVE SANITARY 
SERVICE PIPE-90 LNFT;
REMOVE BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT-37850 SQFT;
COMMON 
EXCAVATION-2375 CUYD;
ROCK EXCAVATION-100 
CUYD;
SELECT GRANULAR 
BORROW (CV)-1350 
CUYD;
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC 
TYPE 5-3980 SY;
AGGREGATE BASE (CV) 

CLASS 5-1000 CUYD;
TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING 
COURSE MIXTURE (2;C)-
395 TON;
TYPE SP 12.5 NON 
WEARING COURSE 
MIXTURE (2;C)-630 TON;
GRANULAR BACKFILL 
(CV)-170 CUYD;
8” PVC PIPE SEWER-590 
LNFT;
CONNECT TO EXISTING 
SANITARY SEWER-1 
EACH;
CONNECT TO EXISTING 
MANHOLES-1 EACH;
CONNECT TO EXISTING 
SANITARY SERVICE-10 
EACH;
PLUG AND ABANDON 
PIPE SEWER -3 EACH;
6”X8” PVC WYE-10 EACH;
6” PVC PIPE SEWER-420 
LNFT;
CONSTRUCT DRAINAGE 
STRUCTURE DESIGN 
4007-4 EACH;
CASTING ASSEMBLY-4 
EACH;
ADJUST FRAME AND 
RING CASTING-2 EACH;
TRAFFIC CONTROL-1 LS;
COMMON TOPSOIL 
BORROW-60 CUYD;
TURF ESTABLISHMENT-1 
LS;
SODDING TYPE LAWN-
480 SY; 

ADD ALTERNATE #1:

CLEARING-3 EACH;
REMOVE MISC. 
STRUCTURE-1 EACH;
REMOVE MISC. 
STRUCTURE (RAIL)-76 
LNFT;
SAWING BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT (FULL 
DEPTH)-230 LNFT;
REMOVE CONCRETE 
WALK-3515 SQFT;
REMOVE BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT-15945 SQFT;
COMMON 
EXCAVATION-960 CUYD;
SELECT GRANULAR 
BORROW (CV)-590 CUYD;
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC 
TYPE 5-2000 SY;
AGGREGATE BASE (CV) 
CLASS 5-370 CUYD;
TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING 
COURSE MIXTURE (2;C)-
235 TON;
TYPE SP 12.5 NON 
WEARING COURSE 
MIXTURE 
(2;C)-335 TON;
12” RC PIPE APRON-1 
EACH;
4” PERF TP PIPE DRAIN-8 
LNFT;
12” RC PIPE DESIGN 
3006-415 LNFT;
CONSTRUCT DRAINAGE 
STRUCTURE DESIGN N-2 
EACH;
CASTING ASSEMBLY-2 
EACH;
ADJUST FRAME AND 

RING CASTING-3 EACH;
RANDOM RIPRAP CLASS 
III-2 CUYD;
4” CONCRETE WALK 
SPECIAL-3550 SQFT;
CONCRETE CURB AND 
GUTTER DESIGN B612-
105 LNFT;
COMMON TOPSOIL 
BORROW-10 CUYD; 

ADD ALTERNATE #2:
REMOVE CONCRETE 
DRIVEWAY 
PAVEMENT-140 SQFT;
REMOVE CONCRETE 
WALK-1315 SQFT;
COMMON 
EXCAVATION-30 CUYD;
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC 
TYPE 5-170 SY;
AGGREGATE BASE (CV) 
CLASS 5-30 CUYD;
4” CONCRETE WALK-1810 
SQFT;
7” CONCRETE DRIVEWAY 
PAVEMENT-16 SQYD;
 
ADD ALTERNATE #3:
REMOVE CONCRETE 
WALK-1275 SQFT;
COMMON 
EXCAVATION-25 CUYD;
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC 
TYPE 5-150 SY;
AGGREGATE BASE (CV) 
CLASS 5-25 CUYD;
4” CONCRETE WALK-1725 
SQFT;
 

Bids will be received by City 
of Tower, Michael Schultz, 
Clerk/Treasurer, City Hall  
602 Main St, Tower, MN 
55790 until  10:00 A.M. local 
time  October 29, 2024 , and 
then at said office publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

The information for 
Bidders, Form of Bid, Form 
of Contract, Plans and 
Specifications, and Forms of 
Bid Bond, Performance and 
Payment Bond, and other 
contract documents may be 
examined at Benchmark
Engineering, Inc., 8878 Main 
Street, Mountain Iron, MN 
55768.
 
Copies may be obtained 
at the office of Benchmark 
Engineering Inc. located at 
8878 Main Street, Mountain 
Iron, MN upon payment of 
$50.00. Non-refundable, 
sales tax included.  
Electronic documents are 
available at questcdn.com 
project number 9351857 
a non-refundable cost of 
$35.00.

The Owner reserves the 
right to waive any informality 
or to reject any or all bids.

Each Bidder must depos-
it, with their bid: security in 

the amount, form and sub-
ject to the conditions pro-
vided in the Information for 
Bidders. The bid should be 
in a sealed envelope with 
the project name, bid date 
and time clearly labeled on 
the outside.

All applicable state and fed-
eral laws relative to wage 
rates shall apply on this 
project. Contractors will be 
required to submit payroll 
reports.

No Bidder may withdraw 
their bid within 35 days after 
the actual date of the open-
ing thereof.

Michael Schultz 
Clerk/Treasurer 

DATE: September 30, 2024

Published in the Timberjay, 
Oct. 4 & 11, 2024

ELECTION NOTICE

COOK-ORR HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
The election for the township open board 

positions listed below will be held in conjunction 
with the General Election on Tuesday, 

November 5,2024

 Angora Township
 City of Cook
 City of Orr
 Crane Lake Township
 Owens Township
 Portage Township
 Willow Valley Township

Published in the Timberjay October 11, 2024

Program Accountant  
Closes:  11/04/2024

Position Purpose: The Program 
Accountant is responsible for setting up, 
maintaining, and monitoring all general 
ledger accounts, funds, and budgets in the 
accounting system relative to State, Federal 
and Tribal contract/programs including 
preparing adjusting journal entries under 
the direction of the Program Accounting 
Supervisor. Also monitors contracts/pro-
grams by providing requests, reporting 
and documentation under the direction 
of the Program Accounting Supervisor 
(Supervisory Program Accountant).

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 
Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 

paid holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance 
● LTD ● Voluntary Benefits available by 

payroll deduction

Website Address: 
https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 11, 18, 25 
& Nov. 1, 2024



Subscribe Today
Call us at 218-753-2950 

or go online at www.timberjay.com

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

Find It
Here

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person 
meetings, Wednesdays & 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
First Lutheran Church, 915 E 
Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every 
Monday at 4:45 p.m. at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon 
Family Group is a communi-
ty-based mutual support pro-
gram for the friends and fam-
ilies of alcoholics. It is confi-
dential and open to anyone 
affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts 
an Al-Anon group on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 218-984-
2037. 

AA MEETING IN COOK- 
Sunday Night Big Book Group 
meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, 
Cook, at 7:00 pm Sunday. 
For information call 218-666-
2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN 
COOK - Ashawa Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 231 2nd 
St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. This meeting is for 
families and friends of alco-
holics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Community Church, 1515 E 
Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, 
give yourself a break. There 
is a way out with the help of 
other recovering addicts in 
Narcotics Anonymous.  We 
have been there. For meet-
ing or other information call 
218-728-3199. (Narcotics 
Anonymous is a non-profit 
organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS- East Range 
meetings and information, 
call 218-749-3387 or www.
district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

PET CREMATION
Go onl ine to 
VermilionPetCremation.com 
or call 218-780-8069 for pet 
cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investi-
gating ads placed in the classified section. If you 
respond to an ad, we urge you to use the same 
care and prudence that you would use when con-
ducting business in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  Classified ads 

can be run a second time at half price (private parties only). 
We now accept payment by Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. 

Call your ad in to 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by 
the “inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

SEWING
ALTERATION & CREATION- 
“I Fix Everything!” 25 years 
experience. Call 218-404-
9488.  10/11



Subscribe Today
 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

QUILTING

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com
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Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off
Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

Fall Project Headquarters
• Shingles
• Siding
• Paint
• Lumber
• Hardware
• Tools

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

52 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Cement Trucks, Septic-Pumping Trucks,
Dump Truck Service, Building Materials, 

Dirt, Well-Drilling Equipment,
Propane Delivery,

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of the
Lake Vermilion Area

Trusted. Local. Experts

218-800-ROOF • Insured • License #BC785662
ROOFING.com

Premium Lake Vermilion Location 
1/2 mile to Oak Narrows Public Access

Safe, Secure and Accessible 24/7 Year-round
• Multiple Sizes Available • 

Units with 11’ Wide Doors & Outlet Inside

oaknarrowsstorage.com
Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
info@cookbuildingcenter.com

1x6-7’ Premium
Knotty Cedar V-Joint 

$1.20 LF
reg price $2.60 LF

SAUNA SPECIAL!

while supplies last

Tubs • Showers • Saunas • Tile • Counters • Design Assistance • Do-It-Yourself Ideas

Cabinets • Counters • Flooring • Fixtures • Storewide Displays • Knowledgeable Staff

FREE
Estimates

Kitchen Kitchen && Bath BathKitchen & Bath

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

218-741-6690 • 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron • floortoceiling.com/virginia

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/6/2024 North

• 5-Star Rated Shop •
Your North Country

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey  •  218-666-3146 
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723

cabinquilting@gmail.com


