
ELY— The three candidates for the 
District 3A seat currently held by Roger 
Skraba faced questions here for 90 minutes 
Tuesday night, ranging from the disposi-
tion of school trust lands in the BWCAW 
to abortion rights to gun safety.

The candidate forum, sponsored by 
the American Association of University 
Women and Ely Rotary, featured former 
Ely Mayor and first-term Rep. Roger 
Skraba, International Falls Mayor Harley 

Droba, and Independent candidate Rich 
Tru, of Two Harbors. 

Moderator Joe Weise told the roughly 

ELY- If you struggle to 
imagine running a full marathon, 
you certainly can’t imagine 
doing it while portaging a canoe. 
Yet nine hardcore athletes have 
signed up to do just that as part 
of the Ely Marathon, set to be 
run Saturday. The weekend of 
events will kick off Friday, Sept. 
20 in Whiteside Park. 

In addition to the canoe 

portage marathon, runners will 
compete in the half marathon 
portage, and relay portages. 
Most runners, of course, will 
participate in the full and half 
marathons the traditional way, 
sans canoe.  

While online registration is 
closed for this weekend’s races, 
last minute registration will be 
available at Whiteside Park 
on Friday from noon-10 p.m., 
which is also packet pickup 
for those preregistered. Pre-

registered racers can also pick 
up their packets before boarding 
the bus to the race starting line 
early Saturday morning.
5K Glow Run

Friday events feature the 
5K Glow Run, sponsored by 
the Northern Lights Clubhouse, 
which starts at Whiteside Park 
at 7 p.m. There will also be 
inflatables for children’s fun, 
food trucks, and a beer and root 
beer tent. Registration for the 5K 

is at Whiteside Park this year 
and is available on Friday. This 
is a family-friendly event and 
suitable for all ages. Running 
legends Dick Beardsley and 
Dane Rauschenberg (who ran 52 
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Right: A runner and her 
dog near the finish line in 
Whiteside Park during last 
year’s half marathon. 

Speaking of politics
DISTRICT 3A FORUM
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Managing Editor

Above: Roger Skraba addresses a 
question while (l-r) Rich Tru and 
Harley Droba look on, with questioner 
Jeff Sundell in the background.

Right: The audience half-filled the fine 
arts theater at the Minnesota North- 
Vermilion campus.

Officials 
walk out 
over public 
notice tiff

GREENWOOD
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Ely Marathon weekend kicks off Friday at Whiteside Park
EVENTS
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House candidates face questions at Ely forum

Wood Lake fire prompts several closures in BWCAW
FIRE DANGER

GREENWOOD TWP- It may 
only take two to tango, but it takes 
three for a quorum to conduct a town 
board meeting here. And that was all 
the board could muster after two of its 
members, along with the town treasurer 
left the table last Thursday, Sept. 12, 
complaining that improper notice made 
the meeting illegal under state law. 

The remaining three supervisors, 
chair Lois Roskoski, Craig Gilbert, 
and Paul Skubic then ran the meeting 
as scheduled.

The reason for the walkout, led by 
supervisor John Bassing, and joined by 
supervisor Rick Stoehr and treasurer 
Jeff Maus, was terminology. Based 
on the meeting’s posted agenda, and a 
notice that appeared in the township’s 
official newspaper, the Sept. 12 gather-
ing was for a regular meeting. Bassing 
claimed that because the date of the 
meeting had been changed, it became 
a special meeting and had to be noticed 
as such. 

In fact, Minn. Stat. 13D.04, Subd. 
1 specifically allows for a change 
in the date or location of a regular 

T H E  B O U N D A R Y 
WATERS- Several lakes, por-
tages, and campsites within the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness remained closed this 
week as a result of a slow-grow-

ing wildfire on the northeast 
shore of Wood Lake, located just 
inside the wilderness boundary. 
Although the U.S. Forest Service 
removed one lake and three por-
tages from the closure list earlier 
this week, the fire reportedly 
remained active. Visitors to the 
wilderness should consult the 
forest service closure list before 
venturing into the area.

The continued dry, warm 
weather has increased fire danger 

in the region, which is one reason 
the forest service remains in full 
suppression status with the blaze, 
currently pegged at 27 acres and 
25 percent contained.

A small crew of firefighters 
have focused their attention on 
keeping the blaze on the north 
side of the lake, which is furthest 
away from structures located 
outside the wilderness. Fire 
officials are concerned that the 
fire could jump a narrows on the 

far east end of the lake, which 
could put the fire within a mile 
or two of resorts, outfitters, and 
cabins on Moose Lake and other 
portions of the Fernberg Road. 

Forest service officials  
believe that the Wood Lake fire 
had a human origin and they 
are requesting any information 
people may have regarding the 
start of the fire. Please email the 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Left: Smoke rose from the 
Wood Lake fire in this Sept. 14 
photo. photo courtesy USFS
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VERMILION RESER-
VATION- The Bois Forte 
Heritage Center & Cultur-
al Museum is undergoing 
renovations but is still open 
to the public. Currently, ar-
chives are being carefully 
moved to another location 
while the HVAC system 
is being replaced over the 
course of several months. 
They are also looking to 
purchase hand-made items 

from Bois Forte Band mem-
bers.  Located on the shores 

of Lake Vermilion and on 
the grounds of the Fortune 
Bay Casino, you can still 
visit the center from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. There are extraor-
dinary exhibits such as the 
Mural of Migration by Carl 
Gawboy that tells the story 
of our migration, a full size 
Waaginaagan (birch bark 
house), a Lake Vermilion 
Indian Boarding School ex-

hibit, and many ways to ex-
plore the customs and way 
of life of the Ojibwe people. 
Please call ahead for group 
tour reservations. Prices are 
$8 for adults, $6 for seniors 
and children, and free for 
Bois Forte Band members. 
The Heritage Center is lo-
cated at 1500 Bois Forte 
Rd. in Tower, and the phone 
number is 218-753-6017. 

DULUTH - The Entrepreneur 
Fund (EFund) is proud to announce 
that it has received an extraordinary 
$9 million unrestricted gift from Yield 
Giving, an organization established by 
billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie 
Scott. This transformative investment 
will allow EFund to further its mission 
of supporting small businesses and 
driving economic growth in under-
served communities across Minnesota 
and Wisconsin.

The donation was received on 
Sept. 5, 2024, and was part of Yield 
Giving’s “Quiet Research” process, 
in which the organization conducts 
in-depth, private research to identify 
nonprofits with “high potential for sus-
tained positive impact.” EFund was se-
lected without submitting an applica-
tion or solicitation, and the gift comes 
with no restrictions, allowing the orga-
nization full discretion in its use.

“Our entire team was taken by sur-
prise when we received the news,” said 
Shawn Wellnitz, CEO of EFund. “An 
investment of this size from MacKen-
zie Scott and Yield Giving is a mean-

ingful affirmation of EFund’s mission, 
the work we do, and the efforts of 
our staff, board of directors, partners, 
funders, and communities. This is a 
game changer for our work going for-
ward.”

To date, Scott has donated over 
$17.3 billion to more than 2,300 non-
profit organizations. EFund, a Com-
munity Development Financial Institu-
tion (CDFI), will be recorded under the 
financial inclusion and economic de-
velopment focus areas. Only 12 non-
profits in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
have received donations in the same 
organization reported areas.

“We are grateful to everyone 
who shares our mission,” said Crystal 
Rohde, EFund board chair. “This work 

is not done alone, and this gift is a tes-
tament to our strong partnerships and 
the work we’ve achieved together so 
far.”

From 2021-23, EFund served over 
3,400 entrepreneurs and extended over 
$73.7 million in loans that provided 
critical relief, catalyzed growth, and 
fostered success across various stag-
es of business. EFund will use this 
opportunity to leverage its strategic 
priorities, including driving growth-
track companies, supporting business 
ownership transitions, and expanding 
access to capital across rural and un-
derserved communities in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin.
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION

LVCC Wine and Watercolor Event a Success!
SOUDAN- The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center hosted 

its fourth Wine and Watercolor event on Aug. 28 at the 
Vermilion Park Inn.  The class sold out quickly and paint-
ers came from near and far to participate.  Local water-
color artist Linda Smith was the instructor.  She lives on 
Lake Vermilion-Tower much of the year but is also on the 
Zumbrota Area Arts Council Board and teaches classes 
there. Smith generously donated her time, talent, and the 
$900 proceeds of the event to the cultural center. This year, 
participants painted hollyhocks. While the subject is the 
same each painting turned out uniquely, showcasing the eye 
of each artist. 

The LVCC wishes to thank Linda Smith, all who 
helped with the event, and those who participated in a fun 
evening for a good cause. 

Timber Hall upcoming events
EMBARRASS-  Outdoor movie night set for Saturday, 

Sept. 21 at dusk. Snacks will be available for purchase. 
Bring your chair, blankets, and pillows to enjoy a nostalgic 
movie outdoors at Timber Hall.

Pancake breakfasts will resume starting the first Sat-
urday in October. Cost is $7 for adults and $4 for children 
6-10, with children 5 and under free. Breakfast is served 
from 8 – 11 a.m.

Plan ahead for the fall jigsaw puzzle competition on 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at 11:30 a.m. Teams of four compete to 
complete a 500 piece puzzle in the fastest time. All teams 
are given the same puzzle (part of the registration fee). Pre-
registration is required, must be 13 or older. Cost is $5 per 
person or $20 for a team of four. Contact Sue at 218-750-
2718 prior to the event to register. Participants can bring 
gently-used puzzles for a puzzle swap.
 
Free tickets for veterans to the critically 
acclaimed show “Letters from Home” 

ELY - Northern Lakes Arts Association is proud to 
present the internationally celebrated show “Letters from 
Home,” on Saturday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m., at Ely’s Historic 
State Theater. This performance is a chance for audiences 
of all ages to be transported through time with the music 
and spirit that carried American troops through the toughest 
times in history. “Letters from Home” is more than just a 
show– it’s a tribute to the sacrifices made by our veterans 
and a celebration of the power of music and laughter to heal 
and unite. 

Founded by Erinn Dearth in 2010, “Letters from 
Home” was created to honor her late father, a U.S. Coast 
Guard veteran, and to bring the nostalgic entertainment of 
the USO to life once again. Over the years, this patriotic 
performance has grown into a national sensation, delighting 
audiences in theaters and veterans’ hospitals alike. From 
World War II to Korea, Vietnam, and beyond, “Letters 
from Home” celebrates the resilience of the American spirit 
through music, comedy, and electrifying performances. 

Joined by the charismatic Dan Beckmann, Erinn Dearth 
leads a heartwarming ensemble that has left audiences 
worldwide spellbound. Their unforgettable routines include 
timeless melodies, dazzling tap-dancing, and witty comedic 
interludes that have graced stages from prestigious theaters 
to performances at the 75th Anniversary of D-Day in Nor-
mandy, France, and veterans’ celebrations in Belgium. 

Tickets are available at www.northernlakesarts.org/
tickets.  

As a special tribute to our veterans, Northern Lakes 
Arts is offering free tickets for veterans, thanks to the 
generosity of community members and the organization 
itself. Veterans can aclaim their free tickets by selecting 
the special “Veteran Ticket” at checkout as a thank-you for 
their service. 

ELY– On Sept. 27 at 7 p.m., Gua-
temalan-born singer-songwriter Mer-
cedes Escobar will grace the stage at 
the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater, bring-
ing her spellbinding fusion of blues, 
country, and Latin music to audiences 
in Ely. Known for her hauntingly beau-
tiful voice, Escobar is returning to the 
spotlight after a four-year hiatus, per-
forming what she calls “Latin Ameri-
cana.” 

Tickets are $25 for general admis-
sion, $20 for NLAA members, $18 for 
seniors/veterans, and $10 for ages 18 
and under. Minnesota North students 
get free admission. Tickets can be pur-
chased online through the NLAA web-
site or at the venue on the day of the 
performance. With such a limited run, 
this is a rare opportunity to witness the 
rising star of Latin Americana music in 
an intimate setting. For more informa-
tion please visit https://www.northern-
lakesarts.org/tickets.

Described as a mesmerizing blend 
between the raw intensity of Howlin’ 
Wolf and the soulful ballads of Linda 
Ronstadt, Escobar’s sound uniquely 
captures the grit of old-school blues 
and the vibrant sonic traditions of her 
Guatemalan heritage. Her performance 
promises to take the audience on a mu-
sical journey, weaving together the en-
ergy of roots blues with the emotional 
storytelling of Latin rhythms. 

Escobar’s return to live perfor-
mance comes after several years of 

visa-related restrictions, but she’s now 
back stronger than ever and is current-
ly working on a bilingual full-length 
album featuring collaborations with 
music legends like Joe Bonamassa and 
Luis Conte. Over the years, she has 
also shared the stage with Grammy 
Award-winning producer Gaby More-
no. Her performances have captivated 
fans worldwide, and this will be her 
first concert in Ely. 

“The community of Ely will ex-
perience something truly unique,” 
said Ian Francis Lah, executive artis-
tic director of Northern Lakes Arts 
Association. “Mercedes Escobar’s 
voice carries a power and raw beauty 

that leaves audiences transfixed, and 
we are thrilled to bring her talent to 
our stage.” This concert is hosted by 
the Northern Lakes Arts Association 
(NLAA), which is dedicated to pro-
viding high-quality, affordable arts ex-
periences to the Ely community while 
supporting local talent and fostering 
cultural growth. The concert prom-
ises to be an unforgettable night for 
fans of all genres, offering something 
special whether you are drawn to the 
soulfulness of blues, the storytelling of 
country music, or the rhythms of Latin 
American traditions. 

Renovations underway at Heritage Center

Entrepreneur Fund receives $9 million from philanthropist
Unrestricted gift will enable the nonprofit to strengthen small businesses 

Guatemalan singer-songwriter Mercedes Escobar to perform in Ely

 First time participants Carol Norberg (left) and Barb 
Burgess displayed their finished paintings. submitted
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TOWER- When Tower 
Ambulance Director Dena 
Suihkonen received the in-
vitation to join a panel dis-
cussion at a medical confer-
ence last week, sponsored 
by Essentia Health, she had 
no idea there was an ulterior 
motive. The annual confer-
ence, which focuses on care 
for heart attack patients, pro-
vides continuing education 
credits for medical profes-
sionals.

“I was invited to come 
down by Richard Mullvain, 
the Essentia Health STEMI 
program manager in Dulu-
th,” she said. STEMI is an 
acronym for patterns seen on 
an electrocardiogram when 
a patient is actively having a 
heart attack.

To her surprise, Suih-
konen arrived to learn she 
was selected by the Essentia 
staff to receive the STEMI 
Award for Outstanding EMS 
Professional, the first time 
the honor has been given 
to a member of the Tower 
Ambulance Service. Essen-
tia also awarded the service 
a free automated defibrilla-
tor device, valued at around 
$2,000, donated by the 
PulsePoint Foundation.

“Dena has shown pro-
fessionalism and going that 
extra mile over the years on 
many, many cases,” Mull-
vain told the Timberjay. “She 
also made a big difference in 
the life of a gentleman earlier 
this summer. She is very re-
silient, receptive, and always 
wants to know how to do her 
job better.”

Mullvain said the award 
is a chance to recognize all 
that she has done to keep the 
ambulance service going for 
the Tower-Soudan commu-
nity.

“She is just a class act,” 
he said, “and a rock star. We 
are impressed by her tenaci-
ty. She has made a big differ-
ence. Her loyalty and dedica-
tion to her community makes 
her deserving of this award.”

The award was based on 
her overall record of care, 
in addition to care given on 

a specific ambulance call, 
which she was reviewing 
during the panel discussion. 

Normally this award 
goes to a paramedic, Suih-
konen, who is an National-
ly Registered Emergency 
Medical Technician, said. 
This year they gave out two 
awards for EMS, one to a 
paramedic in Cloquet, and 
the second one to her. 

While ambulance calls 
for heart attack symptoms 
are not that common, Suih-
konen said it is a time when 
the ambulance crew truly has 
a chance to save a patient’s 
life, by getting them to a hos-
pital that can treat the patient 
immediately. In our area, that 
means getting the patient to 
Duluth. Sometimes patients 
do not realize the danger 
they are in, and are reluctant 
to go in the ambulance, say-
ing they don’t feel that bad.

Suihkonen was invit-
ed to speak about a specific 
case, when the care provided 
went above and beyond the 
immediate medical needs 
of the patient. “There are 

things we have done to help 
get people to take that ambu-
lance ride,” she said. “These 
are opportunity times for 
someone suffering a possible 
heart attack. If you miss this 
window, patient outcomes 
suffer.” 

At the conference, Suih-
konen related an incident in-
volving an out-of-state island 
resident on Lake Vermilion. 
He hadn’t been feeling well, 
Suihkonen said, and was 
seen at the Scenic Rivers 
Medical Clinic in Tower. 
The nurse practitioner did an 
ECG, and the doctor reading 
the results felt it looked like 
a possible heart attack, so 
the Tower Ambulance was 
called.

“But he told us he felt 
too good and nothing was 
wrong,” said Suihkonen, 
“and was refusing the ambu-
lance ride.”

Suihkonen talked with 
the patient. She explained 
they don’t “get extra points” 
for convincing a patient to 
take a ride in the ambulance. 
With some backup from the 

nurses at Scenic Rivers, the 
patient finally agreed to be 
transported.

“He was concerned 
about his boat, at the marina 
at Fortune Bay, which had 
his tools in it, as well as his 
truck parked at the clinic,” 
she said. “I promised him 
that after I got back from the 
ambulance call, I would take 
his truck to the marina, se-
cure his tools from the boat, 
and then leave his locked 
truck at Fortune Bay.” In ad-
dition, Suihkonen got in con-
tact with the patient’s wife, 
and promised to keep her up-
dated about his care.

This above and beyond 
level of care is something 
you see in small towns, Suih-
konen said.

“He couldn’t believe 
that I would do all that to get 
him to agree to get treated.”

Both Virginia ALS and 
a medical helicopter were 
called. The patient was 
transported by ambulance 
and then helicoptered out 
from the Y Store. He was 
then treated immediately at 
the Essentia Heart and Vas-
cular Center, and it was de-
termined he had suffered a 
heart attack, possibly a few 
days prior, but was at risk 
for another life-threatening 
event if he hadn’t been treat-
ed in Duluth.

Suihkonen said she had 
no idea she was being given 
an award for her efforts in 
the case.

“I was recognized be-
cause of my skill in doing 
my job,” said Suihkonen. 
“Sometimes you wonder if 
you are good at what you do. 
But when this large health 
care system says you are that 
feels good.”

Suihkonen said Essen-
tia has done many trainings 
with the Tower Ambulance 
crew, traveling to Tower to 
work with their EMS per-
sonnel. “They have been 
champions of our service for 
a long time,” she said. “Es-
sentia helped us get the grant 
to purchase our first ZOLL 
ECG monitor.”

The ambulance service 
sees six to eight STEMI 
events a year, Suihkonen 

said, but that number seems 
to be increasing since 
COVID, possibly due to 
people not having preventive 
care during that period.

“We’ve taken STEMI 
patients off of islands and 
even out of Trout Lake,” she 
said. “We are catching them 
and getting them where they 
need to go.”

The Virginia ALS is al-
ways called out to assist on 
these calls, noted Suihkonen. 
They are able to start a pa-
tient on medication before 
they arrive in Duluth, which 
means they can undergo sur-
gery sooner.

“There are medications 
that need time to get work-
ing before a patient can go 
to the cath lab,” she said. A 
catheterization lab is where 
tests and procedures are per-
formed, such as stents (to 
open clogged arteries), an-
gioplasty, and insertion of 
pacemakers. 

ZOLL AED
The new AED device 

donated by Essentia will be 
installed in the lobby at the 

Lamppa Civic Center, said 
Suihkonen, which is typical-
ly open to the public.

“It is automatic,” she 
said. “You push a button, and 
it does it for you.”

While CPR training is 
important, you do not need 
CPR training to use this unit. 
It is also networked into a 
cell phone application, that 
notifies anyone nearby who 
has had CPR training on the 
location of the emergency.

Suihkonen said it is im-
portant for people to realize 
that “everybody can save a 
life.”

“You can’t hurt someone 
if they aren’t breathing,” she 
said. “The unit will tell you, 
step by step, what to do. If 
you don’t try it, they won’t 
have a chance.” The unit pro-
vides text, voice, and visual 
prompts.

While CPR success rates 
can be low, Suihkonen said 
they have brought people 
back using this equipment. 

REAL ESTATE
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TOWER - LAKE VERMILION

MLS#147324  |  $339,900

Nicely wooded 3-acre lot on dead-end private roadway with 150 feet
of lake shore on Lake Vermilion. Recorded road right of way access
already in place or there can be direct access off Angus Road.
Secluded buildable lot with identified septic locations. Power to the
building site. Beautiful mix of old growth pine, birch, aspen, and
berries galore. Lake Vermilion is a premier fishing lake! Location is
close to hiking trails, the DNR walleye hatchery observation deck,
Giants Ridge & much more. Nearby amenities include Fortune Bay
Casino & golf less than 10 minutes away, many near by restaurants
and only 25 minutes to Virginia!

Ely (218) 365-8822
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info@zupnorth.com
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Sara Powell
(218) 780-7737
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(763) 257-5080

MEET SOME OF OUR AGENTS!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation
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info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING! Excellent investment opportunity or 
residential storage. 3.8 acre lot in Embarrass has lots 
of potential for storage purposes with 2 large pole 
buildings (2,300 sq ft and 1,400 sq ft) Zoned partially 
mixed use and commercial. $199,000  MLS#147403

NEW LISTING! Charming 3 BR, 1 BA country
home with covered porch on 40 acres in Greaney.
Property is planted with over 1,000 various trees
which include numerous white pine. Public lands to 
the south of the property. $199,000  MLS#147439

TOWER AREA AMBULANCE SERVICE

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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Dena Suihkonen receives award for outstanding EMS care 

Richard Mullvain, Essentia Health STEMI program 
manager, presented the award to Dena Suihkonen at 
a conference on Sept. 13. submitted



One of the big-
gest economic con-
cerns in the current 
presidential cam-
paign centers on 
Donald Trump’s 
promise to launch 
a major trade war 
with virtually every 
U.S. trading partner, 
including our allies, 
should the voters re-
turn him to the White 
House. That would 
be a huge mistake, 
which is why economists are 
increasingly negative about 
the economic consequences 
of a Trump presidency. 

T r u m p 
has argued for 
high tariffs go-
ing back to the 
1980s, under 
the dubious 
theory that by 
allowing other 
countries ac-
cess to the U.S. 
market without 
high tariffs, 
the U.S. was 
allowing trad-
ing partners to 

build up large trade deficits, 
making America poorer in 
the process. In fact, Trump’s 
arguments then, and his ar-

guments for even more ag-
gressive tariffs today, show 
his fundamental misunder-
standing of how tariffs func-
tion. 

There is a place for tar-
iffs when they are used to 
provide temporary protec-
tion to allow a new industry 
to become established in a 
country, or to protect a do-
mestic industry from an un-
fair trading practice, such as 
dumping. This was the case 
with steel tariffs against Chi-
na, first imposed under the 
Obama administration that 
have continued at various 
levels to this day. 

At one time, tariffs were 
a significant source of gov-
ernment revenue in the U.S. 
At times, tariffs accounted 
for almost 90 percent of fed-
eral revenue. But since the 
early 20th Century, the U.S. 
has relied on the far more 
progressive income tax to 
generate the bulk of govern-
ment revenues. Fairer taxa-
tion is one of the factors that 
allowed for the growth of the 
U.S. middle class.

Tariffs are an extreme-
ly regressive form of taxa-
tion, very much like a sales 
tax, that fall hardest on the 
working class, because low-

er-and-middle-income fam-
ilies spend a much larger 
percentage of their income 
on consumer goods, which 
are typically the subject of 
tariffs when those goods are 
imported. 

Because of that, tariffs 
have traditionally been very 
unpopular with the majority 
of Americans. Indeed, high 
tariffs imposed on the col-
onies by the British Parlia-
ment in the late 1700s were 
one of the primary grievanc-
es that led to revolution. 

Contrary to Trump’s 
claim, tariffs are without 
question a tax on the con-

sumers within the country 
that levies them, so when 
he says he’ll impose a 20 
percent tariff on all import-
ed goods, and even high-
er tariffs on some products 
from places like China, he’s 
talking about what would 
amount to the largest tax 
hike on working families in 
generations. 

When Vice Presi-
dent Harris calls his plan a 
“Trump sales tax,” she’s not 
far from wrong. Indeed, the 
conservative-leaning Tax 

Retain incumbent 
Justice Karl Procaccini

Early voting begins in a few 
days and I requested my mail-in 
ballot to fulfill an important civic 
duty.  If you are like me, you fill out 
your General Election ballot and 
then turn it over and see all of these 
judicial races that you know noth-
ing about and are tempted to pass 
on them. But as a lawyer, I know 
how important these races are. 
Having represented folks in court, 
I want qualified judges, good judg-
es, dealing with the affairs that im-
pact me, my relatives, friends and 
neighbors. The good judges I have 
appeared before have been appoint-
ed by Republicans, Democrats and 
Independents and have all shared 
certain traits. Good judges are 
smart, kind, and caring, tough, and 
courteous to all who appear before 
them, and follow the law regardless 
of their personal opinion.

Our job as voters is to reelect 
judges who fulfill that promise.   
We want our friends, neighbors and 
family to be treated with dignity, 
with the focus on their issues, not 
some agenda. Judicial races—on 
the backs of our ballots—deserve 
your attention, and incumbent Min-
nesota Supreme Court Justice Karl 
Procaccini deserves your vote.  He 
has been doing the job and exhib-
ited all of the qualities of a good 
judge.

In his time in office, he’s ful-
filled that promise and more. Karl 
is committed to ensuring fairness, 
integrity, and equal justice for all.
Karl has something critical to the 
job he holds, and that is real life 
experience.  He was raised by a 
single mother and knows hardship 
and the value of hard work. Due to 
hard work, he graduated from law 
school with high honors, worked 
for two distinguished judges, and 
became a partner in a law firm.

He provided free legal services 
to clients, worked to preserve elec-
tion integrity in Minnesota and pro-
tect citizens’ rights, and taught at 
two law schools.

Karl left a successful law prac-
tice and took a pay cut to give back 

to his neighbors by joining the gov-
ernor’s office as general counsel.  
His steady hand provided import-
ant expertise and common sense on 
everyday issues that matter to Min-
nesotans. Karl and his team were 
responsible for helping solve prob-
lems as they popped up, addressing 
issues like floods, blizzards, and 
fuel shortages. Some issues seem 
small to some, but Karl knows there 
are no small issues to the folks most 
affected.

Justice Karl Procaccini now 
needs your vote to remain on the 
court. Don’t let Minnesota lose the 
services of this stellar individual 
and wise judge. Turn your ballot 
over and vote for Karl Procaccini.

Kelly Dahl
Cook

United we stand
On Fridays you may see us by 

the side of the highway campaign-
ing for Vice-president Kamala Har-
ris and Tim Walz. There’s a lot of 
enthusiasm for the Harris/Walz 
team out there, which is commu-
nicated with loud honking, ener-
getic waving, thumbs up and other 
gestures of support and hope. On 
the other hand, we have learned to 
expect a certain amount of abuse. 
Some conservatives have the de-
cency to show their disdain with a 
thumbs down or a sideways head-
shake, simple gestures that respect-
fully convey their preference. Oth-
ers, perhaps those with high blood 
pressure, are a lot more demon-
strative. Not all, but many bikers, 
drivers of battered saloons, huge 
SUVs and late model pickups tow-
ing fancy boats and campers flip us 
off and/or shout insults. This is ugly 
enough but some of the expressions 
these people use are downright nas-
ty: “Grab her by the p**sy!”; “You 
people are a bunch of f**king mo-
rons!”; “You must be retarded!”; “I 
wish your parents had had an abor-
tion so I wouldn’t have to look at 
you!” This ugliness communicates 
anger and since anger is often an 
expression of fear, I’d like to know 
what these people are afraid of.

Are they worried that immi-

grants are going to eat their pets? 
Do they anticipate that Harris and 
Walz are going to take away their 
guns? Do they think that their chil-
dren will be taught to be ashamed 
of their Western European ances-
try? Can they possibly believe that 
anyone will ‘execute’ their grand-
child following a full-term abor-
tion? These are just a few of the 
many absurd myths propagated by 
conservative leaders about their 
liberal opponents. It’s totally egre-
gious, but it’s effective in maintain-
ing the division that is our nation’s 
greatest weakness.

Over and over during his pa-
thetic performance during the de-
bate with Kamala Harris, Donald 
Trump stated “she is destroying 
America.” This is simply not even 
close to being true. The only thing 
that can destroy the United States 
is the hateful, divisive rhetoric 
of our conservative lawmakers. 
Our two-party system should be 
a strength, but over the past eight 
years it has become a liability 
thanks to the power of the lie. 

The November election will be 
pivotal in our history. The results 
at this stage are far from certain, 
but whoever wins, we have only 
one way forward. Let’s look at the 
facts, shelve our differences, agree 
to disagree if we have to, but for the 
good of the country let’s control our 
emotions and work across the aisle 
to keep America great.

David Stanton
Cook
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Editorial

Trump’s GOP takeover suggests 
America is in real trouble

Donald Trump was ab-
solutely right about one thing 
during last week’s debate with 
Kamala Harris. The former 
president repeatedly called the 
United States a failing nation, 
and his very candidacy is ev-
idence of the degree to which 
the world’s most crucial de-
mocracy has, indeed, fallen on 
hard times. 

It is difficult to imagine 
a healthy America in which 
the nominee from one of the 
two major parties could be so 
utterly detached from reality. 
The mainstream news media 
regularly accuses Trump of ly-
ing, but his statements (while 
clearly false) aren’t actually 
lies if he is delusional enough 
to believe them. The evidence 
increasingly suggests delusion, 
fueled by his increasing isola-
tion from objective sources of 
information.

At last week’s debate, 
Trump demonstrated more 
clearly than ever before the de-
gree to which he marinates in 
the alternative reality of the far-
right media universe in which 
immigrants eat our pets, babies 
are executed after birth in blue 
states, and dictators like Vladi-
mir Putin and Hungary’s Viktor 
Orban are considered charac-
ter references. Call it “Trump 
World,” a magical place where 
other world leaders fawn in 
awe at the great man’s strength 
and wisdom, and where all his 
rallies are attended by adoring 
throngs who hang on his every 
word. 

Reality, of course, is vastly 
different. 

Indeed, the split screen of 
last week’s debate presented 
what was certainly the stark-
est contrast in any presidential 
debate in U.S. history, between 
an angry and intellectually lazy 
old man and a much younger, 
much sharper, and far more 
disciplined opponent in Vice 
President Kamala Harris. As 
much as Joe Biden erred in his 
decision to challenge Trump to 
debate last June, Trump erred 
in ever agreeing to walk on the 
same stage as Kamala Harris. 

Within the first few min-
utes, she exposed Trump’s lack 
of preparation. With Trump, it 
was like watching one of those 
young, dumb sunfish hanging 
out at the end of a Minneso-
ta dock, waiting to rise to any 
crumb one might toss its way 
on the end of a hook. Harris 
just had to dangle the bait and 
Trump would be off, down 
some rightwing rabbit hole 
spewing nonsense, the mean-
ing of which was unintelligible 
to those of us not steeped in the 
daily excretions of NewsMax, 
Breitbart, or the Fox News 
knuckle-draggers.

As Trump gyrated on 
stage, virtually at Harris’s com-

mand, his suggestion that the 
vice president would be a push-
over for foreign leaders was 
exposed as just another Trump 
delusion. In “Trump World,” 
Harris is just some lightweight 
(Trump calls her “dumb as a 
rock”) with a funny laugh. Yet 
last week, she demonstrated 
exactly the opposite, live on 
American television, as she 
took control of the debate and 
quickly exposed Trump for the 
weak and ignorant blowhard 
that he is. Harris’s experience 
as a prosecutor certainly wasn’t 
wasted. 

As Harris got under his 
skin, he became increasingly 
flustered, resorting to his usual 
huffing and puffing, repeating 
“the same old, tired playbook” 
as Harris has described it. Har-
ris just looked at him, clearly 
amused, knowing that she was 
in complete command of the 
evening. 

In a healthy democra-
cy, last week’s debate would 
be all most Americans would 
need to see to recognize that 
Trump is unfit for the office of 
the presidency, and that Har-
ris is a far superior choice. As 
later fact-checking confirmed, 
the bulk of Trump’s claims 
were, as usual, exaggerated or 
outright false. He is either dis-
honest or unable to distinguish 
fact from fiction, either one of 
which should be disqualifying. 
But it was Trump’s lack of dis-
cipline that stood out most of 
all. Someone with the impulse 
control of a sunnie is a clear 
and present danger as the com-
mander of America’s military. 

None of this, of course, is 
news. What we witnessed last 
week was simply Trump being 
Trump. What is astonishing is 
that one of America’s major 
parties could ever nominate 
such a man, and that, if polls 
are to be believed, that the race 
for the White House remains 
neck and neck. 

Despite his many short-
comings, Trump has proven 
remarkably effective at one 
thing, and that’s convincing 
large numbers of ill-informed 
Americans that virtually every-
thing about our country is cor-
rupt. In doing so, he has left our 
nation badly divided, between 
Americans who live on a more-
or-less reality-based planet and 
those who live in the walled-off 
silo of make-believe known as 
“Trump World.” It’s a divide 
that could well end America’s 
248-year experiment in demo-
cratic rule. 

Hopefully, events like last 
week’s debate can begin the 
process of bringing some of 
Trump’s victims back to reality 
and begin to repair the tattered 
fabric of the nation. 

A failing nation
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Trumps delusions around tariffs threaten the economy

We welcome 
your letters

The Timberjay encourag-
es letters to the editor. You can 
submit letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com. 

We ask that letters be 
limited to 300 words. 

Letters are subject to ed-
iting, primarily for length and 
clarity.

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER



Foundation has concluded 
that Trump’s tariffs would 
amount to a $524 billion tax 
increase on Americans, the 
vast majority of which would 
fall on low and middle-in-
come families. According 
to the Tax Foundation, his 
plan would cost an estimated 
624,000 U.S. jobs and shrink 
the GDP by at least 0.8 per-
cent. And those estimates do 
not include the effects of the 
global trade war, and likely 
global recession, that his ac-
tions would inevitably spark. 

If the U.S. could im-
pose tariffs in a vacuum, one 
might be able to argue that 
the economic pain tariffs 
would cause most Ameri-
cans could be justified if it 
increased U.S. manufactur-
ing as companies opted to 
produce goods here at home. 
But we don’t live in a vac-
uum and as we saw in 2018 

when Trump launched a 
trade war with China, things 
quickly devolved into tit-for-
tat countervailing tariffs on 
U.S. goods, including U.S. 
farm commodities, which 
sent farm economies into a 
tailspin and even led to a de-
cline in U.S. manufacturing 
and a net loss of jobs. 

What’s more, subse-
quent research has shown 
that the tariffs imposed by 
Trump were paid, dollar for 
dollar, by U.S. consumers 
through higher prices for 
affected products. The Tax 
Foundation’s analysis found 
that Trump’s earlier trade war 
cost the typical U.S. family 
about $625 a year in higher 
costs for consumer items. 
And Trump is now proposing 
far higher and broader tariffs 
on virtually everything we 
import into the U.S., which 
will undoubtedly cost the 

typical American family 
thousands of dollars a year. 

Trump’s tariff plan 
would be the largest wealth 
transfer from working 
class Americans to the me-
ga-wealthy we’ve ever seen. 
Trump has claimed that his 
tariff plan will help pay for 
extending his 2017 tax cuts, 
over 80-percent of which 
went to big corporations and 
high-income individuals. 
He’s claimed that his tariffs 
will raise trillions of dollars, 
eliminate the deficit and en-
able the U.S. to fund many 
services, like child care, we 
can’t currently afford— and 
suggests other countries will 
pay for it all. Trump is ei-
ther delusional or he’s lying. 
None of this will happen, just 
like Mexico didn’t pay for 
Trump’s wall.

If tariffs were really a 
way to raise tax revenues 

from foreign countries, every 
country would impose high 
tariffs. They don’t do so, be-
cause governments don’t pay 
tariffs. The private compa-
nies that import products pay 
the tariffs and they pass those 
costs on to their customers. 
This is Economics 101, and 
all the economic research on 
Trump’s 2018 trade war with 
China show that’s exactly 
how it played out. 

Trump is proposing to 
use highly regressive tariffs 
to raise money on the backs 
of U.S. consumers, to fund 
more tax cuts for billion-
aires like him. It’s a shell 
game and Trump is antici-
pating that his supporters are 
too slow to figure it out. No 
wonder he says he “loves the 
poorly educated.” 
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Join me in 
supporting Lorrie 
Janatopoulos

Lorrie Janatopoulos has 
worked to make the Iron 
Range a great place to live, 
work, and raise a family for 
decades.

I have spent over twenty 
years on the Iron Range as 
a teacher and several years 
as president of the Virgin-
ia Education Association 
and co-president of the Iron 
Range Service Unit. I have 
seen firsthand how Lorrie 
supports collective bargain-
ing and strong unions. She 
believes in a fair retirement 
to help prevent burnout and 
allow turnover in the profes-
sion bringing the newest ed-
ucational methods and tools 
to our schools to continue 
our world class education.

She stands behind unions 
and working families. Work-
ing for the Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development, Lorrie saw the 
struggles of families to meet 
day-to-day needs and get an 
education. She will work to 
implement and expand pro-
grams that will improve their 
lives and secure a better hori-
zon for us all.

Lorrie will work to sup-
port our public education 
system, K-12 and beyond, 
looking out for our future.

I am supporting Lorrie 
Janatopoulos for Minneso-
ta House District 7B seat, 
knowing that she will take 
that same energy and spirit 
to St. Paul to represent all 
people in our community—
families, workers, children, 
seniors, everyone who calls 
the Iron Range home. I hope 
Lorrie can count on your 
support too!

Rene Henderson
Fayal Township

Climate change is 
a critical issue that 
Trump dismisses

Many presidential vot-
ers base their votes on the 
issues that candidates say 
they can solve, such as infla-
tion, immigration, abortion, 
etc.  Voters rarely consider 
candidates from the point of 
view of costly harm the can-
didates may do to our econo-
my, our well-being, and our 
international relationships.  

The most important is-
sue our country and the rest 
of the world faces is climate 
change.  It is caused by cu-
mulative pollutants gen-
erated as the result of the 
industrial age. Other issues 
pale compared to the deadly 
change in our climate that 
will harm or cause death to 
millions of people if permit-
ted to go unaddressed.

Extreme high tempera-
tures are causing crops to 
wither and livestock to die, 
limiting our food resources 
for the world.  Roads, bridg-
es, and buildings, including 
homes, are experiencing 
damage and destruction.  We 
have already lost the lives of 
countless people due to de-
structive floods, mudslides, 
hurricanes, and wildfires.

These predictions sound 
alarmist, and they are.  If 
not addressed early in their 
destructive evolution, these 

natural forces will become a 
reality for current and future 
generations.   

Donald Trump says cli-
mate change is a “hoax,” 
but he has not cited even 
one reputable scientist to 
refute the reality of climate 
change. During his previ-
ous administration, he rolled 
back more than 125 envi-
ronmental safeguards.  In-
credibly, he canceled U.S. 
participation in the Paris 
Climate Agreement, an his-
toric agreement with 195 
signatory nations.  Trump 
believes he is smarter than 
the collective wisdom of 
all the world’s nations even 
though people are already 
dying from the effects of cli-
mate change and entire eco-
systems are collapsing.

Additionally, he plans to 
open even more public lands 
for the drilling of fossil fu-
els. He actively leads public 
chants such as “Drill Baby 
Drill,” the results of which 
will increase one of the most 
harmful greenhouse gases.

If Trump is elected Pres-
ident, he will not only cause 
irreparable and unrecover-
able damage in the United 
States and the world by dis-
regarding efforts to curtail 
climate change, but also will 
instigate additional harmful 
climate actions for genera-
tions to come. 

Gerry Snyder
Ely
 

Trump may well 
back a nationwide 
abortion ban

I am a believer in having 
as little governmental inter-
ference in our lives as pos-
sible while still maintaining 
a civil and functioning soci-
ety.  Governor Walz’s credo: 
“Mind your own damn busi-
ness!” really sums it up when 
it comes to governmental in-
volvement.

For over 52 years, the 
Roe v. Wade ruling made 
abortion legal across all of 
the United States. Women 
who felt that in their person-
al situation an abortion was 
the right answer were able 
to make that decision. Other 
women in other situations, 
maybe with other beliefs, 
may have chosen differently 
but it was their decision. All 
other people could advise 
and support but would have 
to mind their own business. 

With the recent Supreme 
Court ruling overturning 
Roe v. Wade, each state can 
determine to what extent, if 
any, abortion is the woman’s 
choice. Currently 41 states 
are limiting women’s right to 
decide what is right for their 
situation.

Page 6 of former Presi-
dent Trump’s policy plan for 
his administration if elected, 
Project 2025 states: “But the 
Dobbs decision is just the 
beginning. Conservatives in 
the states and in Washing-
ton, including in the next 
conservative administration, 
should push as hard as pos-
sible to protect the unborn in 
every jurisdiction in Ameri-
ca.” The logical expectation 
is that if Trump is elected, the 
outcome would be a nation-
wide ban on abortion.  That 
certainly is not government 
minding its own business! 

Now, after 52 years, our 
Supreme Court could no lon-
ger mind its own damn busi-
ness.  Do you think Trump 
will mind his own damn 
business?

Keith Steva
Cook

School trust 
land sale is 
contrary to law

In regards to the pro-
posed sale of Minnesota state 
school trust lands within the 
BWCA, the 1964 Wilderness 
Act states: “STATE AND 
PRIVATE LANDS WITHIN 
WILDERNESS AREAS

SECTION 5. (a) In any 
case where State-owned or 
privately owned land is com-
pletely surrounded by nation-
al forest lands within areas 
designated by this Act as wil-
derness, such State or private 
owners shall be given such 
rights as may be necessary 
to assure adequate access to 
such State-owned or private-
ly owned land by such State 
or private owner and their 
successors in interest, or the 
State-owned land or private-
ly owned land shall be ex-
changed (emphasis mine) for 
federally owned land in the 
same State of approximately 
equal value under authorities 
available to the Secretary of 
Agriculture.”

The Wilderness Act is 
specifically about designated 
wilderness, and how to ad-
dress private and state lands 
surrounded by the designated 
wilderness. There has been 
no assured access to state-
owned or private lands with-
in the wilderness. The lands 
must be exchanged for equal 
value outside of the wilder-
ness. 

There was an attempt 
by Rep. David Dill in 2012 
to sell School Trust Lands in 
the Boundary Waters to the 
highest bidder, according to 
school trust lands law, but 
that failed when people real-
ized there would be private 
ownership in the Boundary 
Waters.

MN S.F.1750 passed by 
Minnesota Legislature and 
signed by Governor Dayton 
on April 27, 2012 support-
ed the 1964 Wilderness Act 
in the matter of school trust 
lands, stating:

“92.80 EXPEDITED 
EXCHANGE OF LAND 
WITHIN BOUNDARY 
WATERS CANOE AREA 
WILDERNESS FOR FED-
ERALLY OWNED LANDS.

(a) The purpose of this 
section is to expedite the 
exchange of a portion of the 
state-owned lands located 
within the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness. The 
state owns 116,559 acres of 
land within the wilderness 
area, 86,295 acres of which 
are school trust land.

(b) Exchange of school 
trust lands within the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area Wil-
derness for federally owned 
lands located outside the 
wilderness area will preserve 
the spectacular wild areas 
while producing economic 
benefits for Minnesota’s pub-
lic schools.”

In 2017, the Conser-
vation Fund tried to push 
through a three-way sale in-
volving the school trust and 

the Forest Service, with the 
fund as intermediary— but 
the effort failed. 

As to The Great Ameri-
can Outdoors Act, passed in 
2020, it is a historic invest-
ment in the protection and 
sustainment of our public 
lands and Bureau of Indian 
Education funded schools. 
The GAOA established the 
National Parks and Public 
Land Legacy Restoration 
Fund to address overdue 
maintenance needs. This 
fund does not allow the pur-
chase of School Trust Lands 
in the Boundary Waters. The 
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund (LWCF) was ful-
ly and permanently funded 
by the Great American Out-
doors Act (GAOA) in August 
2020. The law provides $900 
million in annual deposits to 
the LWCF. The fund helps 
strengthen communities, pre-
serve history and protect the 
national endowment of lands 
and waters. 

It is not legal for states 
and federal agencies to dis-
regard federal laws they dis-
agree with. A state cannot 
“nullify” a federal law unless 
and until the federal statute 
has been found by a federal 
court as being unconstitu-
tional. Even then, it is not 
nullification, and the state is 
bound by the federal law.

What the state and the 
Forest Service should be 
looking to do is to reimburse 
the school trust fund for lost 
revenue for all Minnesota 
school for the past 60 years. 

Nancy McReady
Ely

Define me 
by my actions

Am I a Christian?
Do I follow the Ten 

Commandments?
Do I love my God but 

have strange Gods before 
me?

Do I put power, money, 
possessions, status, and ego 
before God?

Am I willing to kill, 
harm, or harass anyone who 
disagrees with me?

Have I committed adul-
tery?

Have I stolen something 
that I desired?

Have I told lies, insulted, 
or spread untrue gossip?

If my answers are yes, 
am I a Christian, am I lying 
to myself and my neighbors?

Or am I MAGA?
JoAnn Halunen
Virginia

Debate showed 
why we need to 
turn the page

Well, the long-awaited 
debate is over.

The first question was 
about the economy. Kamala 
talked about her tax plan for 
first-time business owners 
who want to start a business, 
a tax break for families who 
want to buy their first homes, 
and she wants billionaires to 
start paying their fair share.

Donald scowled and 
argued with the moderator, 
blaming the Dems for ev-
erything that’s wrong with 
the world. He bragged about 
putting a 20-percent tariff on 
everything that isn’t made is 
the USA. He obviously does 

not understand how tariffs 
work.

The next question was 
about abortion. Kamala 
spoke about how dangerous 
it was for women to be de-
nied care they really need, 
and that abortion should be 
up to a woman and her doc-
tor. She believes the govern-
ment should not tell a wom-
an what to do with her own 
body.

Donald continued push-
ing the lie about Democrats 
(and Tim Walz in particular, 
in Minnesota) executing ba-
bies after they are born. Mur-
der of babies is a crime in all 
50 states in case you didn’t 
know. The moderator asked 
if Donald would sign a na-
tional abortion ban. Donald 
would not answer.

Donald accused immi-
grants from Haiti of eating 
dogs and cats in Springfield, 
Ohio. Even the moderator 
tried to tell him it had been 
fact-checked and there was 
no evidence of it. Donald in-
terrupted and talked over him 
to say he’d seen it on TV.

Kamala laughed in dis-
belief, and said that was not 
true at all, but only a right-
wing conspiracy theory.

When Kamala was 
asked about her health care 
plans, she said she’d always 
supported Obamacare and 
the Affordable Care Act, and 
supported Medicare and So-
cial Security. 

When Donald, looking 
grumpy, sweaty, and tired, 
was asked the same question, 
he said, amid more lies about 
the Dems, he was looking at 
different plans. When asked 
again about his plan, he said 
he had “a concept of a plan.” 
When he was President, he 
had promised “a better plan” 
many times, but never kept 
that promise.

When the subject was 
supposed to be about foreign 
affairs, Kamala pointed to 
her experience as Vice Presi-
dent with the foreign leaders 
of our allies.

In contrast, Donald 
yelled about Democrats, 
World War III, and how his 
good friends had warned him 
it would be the demise of our 
nation, if he was not elected. 
His good friends were Viktor 
Orban, Vlad Putin, and Xi 
Jinping.

Trump, with his weird 
obsessions with crowd size 
and a whole selection of 
“alternate facts,” constantly 

talked over the moderators 
got five extra minutes of time 
that Kamala didn’t get.

It’s time to turn the page 
and chart a new way forward.

Kate Furness
Ely

Janatopoulos will 
be a strong advo-
cate for education

I’m a retired educator, 
having spent 35 years teach-
ing in the Minnesota State 
College system.  So, I’m 
a bit of an education geek 
when it comes to evaluating 
political candidates.  Lorrie 
Janatopoulos has an amaz-
ing educational background 
which has prepared her for 
the many kinds of work she 
has done to date and bodes 
well for her time in the Min-
nesota Legislature.

She has a bachelor’s 
degree from St. Scholasti-
ca with a minor in manage-
ment, a master’s degree in 
public affairs from the U 
of M Humphrey School of 
Public Affairs and has been 
awarded an executive certif-
icate in public leadership for 
completion of the Harvard 
University Kennedy School 
of Government’s Executive 
Education program. More 
impressive is that Lorrie was 
an adult learner; she went 
back to college while her son 
was in high school. 

In my 35 years of teach-
ing, I witnessed what a col-
lege education can do for an 
individual’s perspective on 
the world, opening avenues 
for understanding and dialog 
with diverse populations.  I 
saw folks in my classes come 
alive with curiosity and won-
der at how the social world 
works (I taught sociology).  
And I saw students go on to 
lead many kinds of public 
careers in community ser-
vice.  Lorrie has spent her 
entire employed life in pub-
lic service.  I applaud that. 

If you value education, 
please join me in support-
ing Lorrie Janatopoulos for 
the Minnesota House of 
Representatives! She’ll be 
a strong advocate for pub-
lic education and will work 
hard for opportunities for our 
Iron Range students, wheth-
er pre-K, K-12, technical or 
community college or be-
yond.  

Marlise Riffel
Virginia



TOWER-SOUDAN- The Min-
er’s Memorial Project, an attempt 
to document all the miners who 
lost their lives while working at the 
Soudan Mine, is almost complete. 
The project is being undertaken by 
the Tower-Soudan Historical Soci-
ety, with help from the Lake Ver-
milion-Soudan Underground Mine 
State Park.

Starting in August, information 
on the 143 miners were available at 
the Tower Train Depot, though more 
work is still being done to make the 
presentations final. These miners 
died between 1884 and 1957. This 
is the first time all this information 
has been collected in one place.

Once finshed, there will be 
three complete sets of the informa-
tion, one for the train depot, one for 
the state park visitor center, and one 
for the historical society archives.

“We still need to write some 
stories we have gleaned from our 
research,” said Elaine McGillivray, 
pictured at right, who has been ac-
tively working on this project, “We 
will be working on completing these 
stories over the winter.”

The goal of this project is to 
help remember this important, yet 
sad, part of this area’s history. The 
project was started by Andy Larson, 
who worked for 27 years as an in-
terpretive guide at the mine and was 
a former president of the historical 
society. He created an initial list. 
Then in 2019, McGillivray learned 
of the list, and started to do pres-
ent-day research. McGillivray has 
a great-grandfather who died in the 
mine in 1894. A small group of vol-
unteers worked on research, using 
the Iron Range Research Center in 
Chisholm and other historical re-
cords.

Historical society members 
Mary Shedd and Leon Anderson are 

working on an update to the TSHS 
website.  It will include the nine-
page spreadsheet (in both PDF and 
searchable format) with details on 

each miner, a key, and some inter-
pretive material.  

Correction
The Timberjay had 

incorrect information in the 
article about the Solkela 
Polkela concert on Sept. 19. 
Free will donations were 
being taken to help cover 
the cost of the food being 
served, not as a donation to 
the Tower Food Shelf. The 
Timberjay apologizes for the 
error.

TSHS weekly winner
TOWER- The Week 1 

winner of a $100 cash prize 
of the Charlemagne’s 52 
Club is Theresa Malek of 
Tower.  

This is the first of a 
52-week drawing winner 
announcement for the second 
year of the Charlemagne’s 52 
Club fund raiser. Watch this 
space each week to learn the 
winner and to learn a bit of 
Tower-Soudan-Lake Vermil-
ion history.

History Tidbit: The first 
doctor at the Soudan Hospi-
tal was Dr. W.E. Harwood of 
Joliet, Ill., who took charge 
on May 1, 1889, and re-
mained there until October 
1, 1897. One of the most 
beloved doctors, Dr. R.L. 
Burns, who came to the hos-
pital in 1908, performed the 
first operation on Clarence 
Williams for a hernia. 

Tacos with Cops set 
for Saturday, Oct. 5

SOUDAN- The third 
annual Tacos with Cops 
fundraiser will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 
12 – 5 p.m. at the Breitung 
Community Center. The 
event is hosted by Breitung 
Police Chief Dan Reing and 
his family. There will be 
authentic tacos, public safety 
information and resources, 
and community dialog. A 
freewill donation will be 
taken which will help fund 
Breitung Police Department 
special projects.

Lunch Bunch to meet 
on Sept. 27

TOWER- The Lunch 
Bunch will meet on Friday, 
Sept. 27 at the Tower Café 
from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
RSVP to Kathy at 218-753-
2530. Every is welcome to 
join the group for lunch and 
conversation.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-5 
p.m. New location in the old 
St. James Church bulding. 
Next food shelf day is Oct. 
15. 

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the first 
and third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake Vermilion 
12x12 (Open) 6:30 p.m. at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Tower. Use the rear side 
door entrance.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

TOWER-SOUDAN HISTORICAL SOCIETYWeek of Sept. 23 

PUBLIC SAFETY

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Open thru
September

at the 
Train Depot

Fridays
4-6 PM

TOWER- Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary has some celebrating to do, 
and they are hoping that along with 
students and their families, commu-
nity members will stop by to see the 
improvements at the school, includ-
ing the gymnasium remodeling paid 
for by a grant from Lake Country 
Power, who will have some repre-

senatives at the event.
The event starts at the school 

at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
26, when everyone will gather in 
the gym. There will be a few short 
speeches, and then time to check out 
the shiny, new gymnasium additions 
plus the new cafeteria seating (fund-
ed by the school district).

The book fair will also be open 
at this time for parents, kids, and 
community members.

Then at 4:30 p.m., parents and 
their children are invited to go to 
Big Truck Night at the Breitung 
Skating Rink area. There will be lots 
of trucks to explore including heavy 
equipment, fire and ambulance ve-

hicles, a police car, and more. A hot 
dog supper will be served. There 
will be a bus that will leave the T-S 
school around 4:45 p.m. and drop 
off attendees at the park in Soudan. 
The bus will leave Soudan at 6:20 
p.m. and return to Tower. 

Tower-Soudan 
Singers to begin 
rehearsals for 
holiday concert

TOWER- Come join the 
Tower-Soudan Area Singers 
as they start preparing for 
the holiday season and their 
annual Christmas concert.

Rehearsals begin on 

Monday, Sept. 30 at 5 p.m. 
at the Tower Elementary 
School music room (please 
enter through the front door 
on N. 2nd St.)

All kinds of holiday mu-
sic will be sung during the 
concert, scheduled for Sun-
day, Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. in the 
school gymnasium.

“You don’t need to be a 

great singer to participate in 
this group,” said choir direc-
tor Rolf Anderson. “The or-
ganization exists to provide 
opportunity to enjoy singing 
together. No audition is re-
quired!”

Rummage sale to be 
held at Tower Food 
Shelf in October

TOWER- The Tower 
Food Shelf will be holding 
a fundraiser rummage sale 
on Tuesday, Oct. 15 from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Donations can 
be dropped off at the food 
shelf by calling Kate Smith 
at 763-528-5396 to set up an 
appointment.

LVCC seeks ideas for 
future fundraising 
event

TOWER- The Lake 
Vermilion Cultural Center 
board and committees will 
be meeting soon to plan our 
major fundraiser for next 
midsummer. We are consid-
ering a different format for 
this event. We would like the 
input from our Tower-Sou-
dan-Lake Vermilion com-
munity. We are open to new 
and innovative ideas and 
welcome any and all sug-
gestions. Please submit your 
ideas prior to Sept. 19 by 
email to lvcc001@outlook.
com. (There are two zeros in 
the email address.) We hope 
to hear any ideas community 
members may have.

St. Martin’s getting 
ready for Christmas 
Bazaar

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church in Tower 
will once again be hosting a 
Christmas Bazaar. The event 
will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 9 in the church social 
hall. The church is looking 
for local crafters to partici-
pate. The cost for a table is 
$20. If you are interested, 
please contact Maryann at 
the rectory (218-753-4310) 
by Oct. 16. Office hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, from 9 a.m. – 
noon.

THANK YOU
Thank You to Dr. Amy 
Banks and the staff at 
Scenic Rivers in Tower.

They have done so 
much for me.

Doug Petersen
Tower

TOWER- First responder and 
public safety groups in Tower, Ver-
milion Lake, Eagles Nest, and Bre-
itung received another donation of 
toy bears from about 20 members of 
the East Central ABATE club.

ABATE members traveled from 
places like Elk River, Cambridge, 
Blaine, St. Cloud, Andover, and 
Isanti to be part of this wonderful 
event. 

The ABATE group provides 
support for young riders by provid-
ing scholarships for safety training, 
runs the Buddy Bear Program pro-
viding stuffed bears to first respond-
ers throughout the state, offers a 
dial-a-ride service for motorcycle 
riders, and advocates for motorcycle 
rights through legislative initiatives.

The group plans to make a 
yearly donation to our local first re-
sponders and will be making a trip 
up with their group again to present 
the bears next year. This is the sec-

ond donation of buddy bears made 
by ABATE to our area first respond-
ers.

Chapter President Jim Pierson 
presented a special “Mama Bear” 
to Jen McDonough, owner of the 
Tower Café, as a thank you for co-
ordinating the event. He presented a 
bear to her that was picked out by 
his wife Kelly, who passed away 
this past summer after a motorcycle 
accident.

“This bear will have a special 
place at the cafe,” said McDonough, 

“watching over all of us for many 
years to come.”

A big thanks again to ABATE 
for their generosity and to our lo-
cal first responders for their con-
tinued service. If you’d like to 
learn more about ABATE feel free 
to visit their Facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100064514237382 or their 
website at: https://eastcentralabate.
org/about-us.

Miner’s Memorial project almost complete

Motorcycle group roadtrips to Tower to make donations

School celebration and Big Truck Night set for Thursday, Sept. 26 starting at 3:30 p.m.



AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey St., 
Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 E. 
Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 4:00 
p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wellbeing Development, St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 
712 S. Central Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-test 
available. 
Call 218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd 
Monday of Month:  6-7:30 
p.m. at Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, Sunday, 
and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday               10 am-6 pm
Tuesday              10 am-6 pm
Wednesday         10 am-6 pm
Thursday             10 am-6 pm
Friday                 10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community education-
al lunch gathering meets every 
Tuesday at noon at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order lunch. 
For those interested in being 
a host, or who have a speak-
er suggestion, contact Lacey 
Squier by email at ElyTues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or call 
her at 218-216-9141. 

U p c o m i n g  Tu e s d a y 
Group speakers:

 Sept. 24: Spirits Danc-
ing with Travis Novitsky 

 Oct. 1: Pete Kero, au-
thor of Minescapes: Reclaim-
ing Minnesota's Mined Lands

 Oct. 8: Sonja Tosteson, 
Urban & Community Forest-
ry Volunteer & Partnerships 
Coordinator

In Brief

Support groups

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2024

time to reap what's sown
the harvest brings forth the best

our small plot of earth

MINNESOTA NORTH - VERMILION CAMPUS WELCOMING WEEK

Babbitt Public Library
BABBITT- The library 

is now open on Fridays 
again.

The library will host 
book bingo on Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, at 1 p.m.

The Friends of the Li-
brary have a raffle going for 
a Kate Spade glimmer tote 
bag. Tickets are $5 each and 
only 500 will be sold. The 
drawing will be on Dec. 14; 
ticket holders do not need to 
be present to win.

Preschool story time is 
every Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. All library events are at 
the Babbitt Public Library, 
71 South Dr., unless other-
wise noted.

Ely Public Library
ELY- The spice for Sep-

tember is marjoram. Pick up 
a sample and recipes at the 
front desk while supplies 
last.

The Library Scientists 
Group will hold a session 
about weather on Tuesday, 

Sept. 24 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Please preregister for this 
program so the library can 
order enough supplies for at-
tendees to use.

The library will hold an 
online Kahoot trivia game 
on three books by acclaimed 
children’s author Roald 
Dahl: “The Twits,” “Matil-
da,” and “The BFG.” The 
Kahoot will start at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, and end 
at 8 a.m. on Monday, Oct. 7. 
Participants must preregister 
for the Kahoot so the library 
can email the link for the 
game.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m. All library 
events are at the Ely Public 
Library at 224 E. Chapman 
St. unless otherwise noted.

Ely’s Historic State 
Theater

ELY- Ely’s Historic 
State Theater, 238 E. Sheri-
dan St., will continue its free 
live music events through 

the end of September. All 
events will start at 5:30 p.m.  
Scottie Miller will perform 
on Friday, Sept. 20, followed 
by The Sectionals in Concert 
on Friday, Sept. 27.

Candidate Forum
ELY- The Ely Rotary 

and American Association 
of University Women-Ely 
Branch will host a candidate 
forum for Ely City Council 
on Tuesday, Sept. 24 from 
7-8:30 p.m. at the Minneso-
ta North College auditorium, 
1900 E. Camp St.

Fishing Regulations 
Meeting

ELY- The Department of 
Natural Resources will hold 
a public meeting on chang-
es to fishing regulations for 
local lakes and rivers. The 
meeting will be on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, at Minnesota North 
College, 1900 E. Camp St., 
from 6-8 p.m.

Beaver Tales
ELY- Ely’s Historic 

State Theater, 238 E. Sheri-
dan, will host Beaver Tales: 
a Community Storytelling 
Event, in the theater’s lounge 
on Saturday, Sept. 28. Doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m., with 
the main event from 6:30-9 
p.m. 

5K Fun Walk and Run
ELY- A benefit five-ki-

lometer fun run and walk 
will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 29, at 11 a.m. at the 
Trezona Trailhead, at the 
intersection of Pioneer Rd. 
and Miners Dr. No sign-ups 
are necessary. Donations to 
benefit Planned Parenthood 
cheerfully accepted. Email 
Plannedparenthood5k@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

Harvest Festival
BABBITT- the Babbitt 

Senior Citizens and the Bab-
bitt Friends of the Library 
are holding a Harvest Fes-

tival with craft vendors, a 
white elephant sale, a bake 
sale, and food on Saturday, 
Oct. 12, from 10 a.m. - 1p.m. 
Lunch featuring sloppy joes 
or pulled pork sandwiches, 
chips, pickle, dessert, and a 
drink will be $10; just coffee 
and dessert, $5. The event 
will be at the Babbitt Munic-

Overheard at 
Britton’s Café

ELY- At Britton’s Café 
on Tuesday morning, three 
Elyite old timers were over-
heard giving a pair of travel-
ers advice on where to fix a 
tire in Ely. After the travelers 
left, one of the three remarked 
to his colleagues, “I need to 
go and rotate my tires.”

“What? You rotate your 
own tires,” replied one, who 
looked well past retirement 
age.

“I do,” the first replied, 
looking not a day over eighty. 
“I get in my car, put it in re-
verse and then forward, and 
the tires rotate.”

This week was welcoming 
week at the Vermilion campus 
of Minnesota North College. 
As part of the events for the 
week, the college and student 
groups set up at the Ely 
Farmers Market on Tuesday 
evening.
Above: The most popular 
booth at Tuesday’s Farmers 
Market was the one for the 
college’s vet tech program. 
The Contented Critters animal 
shelter brought kittens, 
all of whom need forever 
homes, and vet tech students 
handled the kitten wrangling 
with passers-by.
Left: The Vermilion Natural 
Resources program set up a 
sawmill demonstration and 
build a bench onsite at the 
Farmers Market.
Right: Alex Buchta from 
the Vermilion campus’ law 
enforcement program gave 
squad car tours.
photos by S. Clark

ISD 696 TRUCK NIGHT

The Ely Public Schools held its truck night on Thursday, 
Sept. 12. Kids of all ages were welcome to explore Ely's fire 
trucks, ambulances and construction equipment. Above: 
a young girl skips past a tow truck. Right: Walter Hakala 
checks out a bulldozer.
photos by S.Ukkola



COOK- While assess-
ments, design, and funding 
applications have kept the 
physical rehabilitation of 
the Cook Public Library at 
bay for the time being, it’s 
not stopped the library from 
reclaiming it’s place as an 
essential part of the fabric of 
community life.

As the Arrowhead Li-
brary System member that 
gets the most use based on 
the size of the population it 
serves, the June flood was a 
severe blow to the many pa-
trons who depended on the 
library for much more than 
checking out a book. Rou-
tines and relationships were 
disrupted by the temporary 
closure, but while there’s still 
a long road ahead back to 
normal, it’s clear the commu-
nity’s relationship with the 
library is well on the way to 
restoration.

Friends of the Cook 
Public Library member Mo 
Fontana was volunteering at 
the library on Tuesday, and 
she said there’s been a steady 
flow of people coming in, an 
average of between 40-60 pa-
trons a day. That’s not a blind 

guess – they keep track with 
a tally sheet at the circulation 
desk.

The bookshelves have 
been reconfigured from the 
post-flood disarray to cre-
ate a browsing area where a 
portion of the library’s col-
lection, including new books, 
is available for checkout. 
There’s nowhere to sit and 
relax, however, as there are 
no indoor seating areas. But 
the faces to help patrons with 
their requests are friendly 
and familiar.

A grateful draw for many 
is the access to print, copy 
and fax services, services that 
were challenging for many to 
find during the library’s clo-
sure. And while there are no 
public computers available, 
it’s not unusual at all to see 
patrons with laptop comput-
ers sitting at the chairs and 
tables outside the library ac-
cessing the 24/7 Wi-Fi inter-
net connection.

And Fontana said that 
patrons have been making 
extensive use of the borrow-
ing capabilities through the 
Arrowhed Library System. A 
regular delivery may contain 
up to a hundred items people 
have requested, she said.

The library has also been 
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COOK PUBLIC LIBRARY

A TALE OF TWO ROADS

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Cook library sees brisk patronage despite flood
People are taking advantage of the limited collection, interlibrary loan, and various services

FLOOD RELIEF

Above, left and right: A sizeable 
portion of the library's collection is 
available for checkout. The library 
is also facilitating interlibrary 
borrowing through the Arrowhead 
Library System.

Right: The library's prized moose 
head will remain covered during 
the reconstruction process.

Far right: This unassuming printer 
draws all sorts of folks to the 
library.    D. Colburn photos

able to keep up its 
sponsored communi-
ty events by utilizing 
the Cook Community 
Center as an alterna-
tive venue. And those 
who’d like to learn a 
new skill can drop by 

the library to pick up 
a free calligraphy kit, 
another benefit of be-
ing an ALS member 
library.

Meanwhile, a bit 
of good news about 
the physical resto-

ration is that the li-
brary passed all of the 
required inspections 
for hazardous materi-
als, including asbes-
tos and mold, and so 
will have a clean start 
when construction be-

gins. An architect has 
drawn up some small 
changes to the interi-
or floor plan, Fontana 
said, and the next big 
milestone will be put-
ting the restoration 
project out for bid.

For assistance 
with questions about 
available services, call 
the library at 218-666-
2210. To stay on top of 
developments, follow 
the Cook Public Li-
brary Facebook page.

COOK- Gov. Tim Walz 
reminded Minnesotans this 
week that the window is 
closing to apply for federal 
flood relief assistance in the 
19 counties covered by the 
disaster declaration, includ-
ing St. Louis County. Affect-
ed homeowners, renters, and 
business owners have until 
Friday, Sept. 27 to submit 
their applications.

“Countless Minnesotans 
experienced flood damage to 
their homes this summer – 
not just losing furniture and 
belongings, but also critical 
infrastructure including wa-
ter heaters and furnaces,” 
Walz said. “Help is available, 
and I encourage all Minneso-

tans in the impacted counties 
to take advantage of these 
resources. With the support 
from federal, state, and local 
partners, we’re not stopping 
until Minnesotans have what 
they need to recover.”

Federal disaster assis-
tance provides resources to 
reimburse individuals and 
communities for debris re-
moval, emergency protec-
tive measures, and repair 
and replacement of damaged 
infrastructure. Disaster assis-
tance does not function like 
insurance in that the awards 
are not intended to restore 
properties to pre-flood con-
ditions, but rather to aid in 
making properties service-

able again.
Lions center to close

In another development, 
the Cook Lions Club has 
announced that the flood 
recovery center that they 
established in the former 
Franks Pharmacy building 
at River St. and Vermilion 
Dr. will be closing down on 
Saturday, Oct. 12. The center 
has lots of home goods, fur-
niture, and cleaning supplies, 
all available for free to local 
flood victims. The flood re-
covery center is open weekly 
on Thursdays from 5 p.m.-7 
p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-noon.

Flood aid deadline coming soon

At Tuesday's regular meeting of the Cook Lions Club, Father Beau and Tammy 
Palmer from St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Cook presented the club with 
checks totaling $7,800 for flood relief.    submitted

REGIONAL- In the 
wake of June’s flood, a flood 
of candidates have filed for 
election to municipal offices 
in Cook, while the races in 
other area communities will 
be uncontested.

Incumbent Cook Mayor 
Harold Johnston will face 
opposition from two oppo-
nents, Erin Danielson and 
Dan Manick. Two city coun-
cil seats are up for grabs. 
Incumbents Liza Root and 
Ron Bushbaum, who was 
appointed to fill the un-

expired term of Elizabeth 
Storm, will be challenged 
by Memory Malone, Ivette 
Reing, and Jesse Scofield.

In Crane Lake Town-
ship, no one filed for town 
supervisor seat A, but 
Jeanne Shuck is running for 
seat B and Ashlyn Denning 
is running for town clerk.

In Orr, Mayor Robert 
Antikainen and city coun-
cil members John Jirik and 
Melissa Wright are running 
unopposed for re-election.

Owens Township will 

elect two town supervisors, 
a town clerk and a town trea-
surer. David Dundas filed 
to run for supervisor seat 
1, and Mike Christensen 
filed for seat 2. Cynthia M 
Caroon is seeking the town 
clerk position and Denise 
Forsline is on the ballot for 
town treasurer.

Candidate profiles for 
the contested races will be 
published in an upcoming 
edition of the Timberjay.

Election draws crowded field 
in Cook but not elsewhere

Top: Construction workers put down a second layer of asphalt on the westbound 
land of Hwy 115 east of Cook on Tuesday. The resurfacing of the highway from 
Cook to Peyla has been done in two stages and is nearing completion.

Bottom: Prep work for resurfacing on Vermilion Dr. in Cook continued on Tuesday. 
Officials had been hopeful the overlay would have started last week. The new sur-
face on North River St. appears to be finished.    photos by D. Colburn

Orr Lions donate to 
local fire, ambulance
Above: Brenda King, 
Lion Wendy Laakkonen, 
Kayla Towner, Patrick 
Hoffer, and Donna Hoffer 
receiving an $8,367 
donation for equipment.
Left: Fire Chief Jeremy 
Wright receiving a $3,009 
donation from Tom 
Antikainen for equipment.
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SNF tipline at SM.FS.SUP-
tipline@usda.gov.
Slow start

The Wood Lake Fire was 
detected around 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 10, on an island 
off the north shore of the lake. 
It soon jumped from the island 
to the north bank of the lake, 
where it encountered a con-
siderable amount of balsam 

fir that was dead or dying as a 
result of spruce budworm. The 
fire remained small through 
Thursday morning, Sept. 12, 
at five acres. Despite its size, 
the forest service ramped up 
suppression efforts because of 
the recent weather conditions 
and favorable fuel load.
Suppression

The forest service defend-

ed its decision to close several 
lakes and portages for such a 
small blaze. “A closure order 
is needed to prioritize safety. 
Firefighter and public safety 
are the top priorities,” states a 
recent press statement issued 
by the forest. Fire officials 
cited above-average tem-
peratures, fuel and drought 
conditions, an extended fore-
cast showing minimal rain 

chances, and the limited 
availability of firefighting 
resources as reasons for extra 
caution. 

The national fire pri-
ority remains at its highest 
level because of the fires out 
West, which have gobbled up 
resources, leaving Minnesota 
and the eastern half of the 
nation scrambling for people 
and equipment. A “suppres-

sion module” of firefighters 
from Connecticut arrived on 
Friday to help with the fire.
No help from rain

“The rain (on Sunday and 
Monday) did not help much,” 
USFS spokesperson Christine 
Kolinski told the Timberjay on 
Tuesday. “It will take more 
substantial rain to help with 
this fire. That’s because the 

fire has burned down into the 
duff layer, soil, and roots. It 
will take more than a little rain 
to get this fire out.”

The link for Wood Lake 
Fire information and clo-
sures is online at inciweb.
wildfire.gov/incident-clo-
sures/mnsuf-wood-lake-fire.

60 people in attendance that 
the event was not intended as 
a debate and the candidates 
fielded differing questions in 
a series of rounds, with each 
given 90 seconds for initial 
answers of their questions and 
an additional 30 seconds to 
address any of the questions 
from each round. 

Skraba, who served three 
terms on the Ely council and 
was elected four times as 
mayor, needed no introduction 
to the Ely crowd. Skraba, who 
has run for office previously 
as a DFLer, an Independent, 
and now a Republican, touted 
his willingness to reach across 
party lines in the Legislature 
and noted that he was one of 
only a handful of Republican 
lawmakers to vote for some 
major DFL initiatives, includ-
ing the bonding bill and an 
environment bill, noting that 
both had benefits for northern 
Minnesota. “I’m someone 
who will vote for my people, 
not the party,” said Skraba, 
who noted that he has a 
relatively low 68 percent 
rating from the Conservative 
Political Action Committee. 

Droba touted his success 
as mayor of his border city, the 
largest in District 3A, noting 
that he assumed the city’s 
top job just as the COVID-
19 pandemic took hold. “We 
used that as an opportunity,” 
he said, to attract new devel-
opment to the community. 
He said he helped bring two 
hotels, a new grocery store, 
two new convenience stores 
and the first new apartment 
complex in the Falls in half 
a century.  

Droba said he’s focused 

on affordable housing along 
with improving health care 
access and ensuring the sur-
vival of local ambulance 
services. He noted that his 
18-year-old daughter was 
born in International Falls, but 
that none of the hospitals in 
District 3A currently provide 
OB/GYN services. “And we 
don’t have easy access to 
dentists or optometry care,” 
he added. Droba criticized 
Skraba for not responding to 
his community’s request for 
help in addressing ambulance 
concerns.

Skraba noted that District 
3A is enormous geograph-
ically, larger in fact than 
nine states, and that covering 
every issue can be close to 
impossible. 

Tru, who grew up in Two 
Harbors, told the audience that 
his independence from the two 
major parties would allow him 
to pursue policies based on 
their merits, rather than on the 
dictates of party leaders. Tru, 
the youngest candidate in the 
race, has had multiple career 
paths, working at various 
times as a union member in 
California, as a sommelier at a 
high end restaurant, and more 
recently as a digital media 
project manager. 

Tru said believes he could 
be effective as an independent 
because he could work across 
the aisle without interference 
from party leaders. “I think 
a lot of my ideas would be a 
breath of fresh air down there 
[in St. Paul],” he said. 

Tru, who acknowledged 
he suffers from attention 
deficit disorder, talked about 
how restrictions on immigra-
tion was impacting the ability 
of citizens with mental health 

issues to access some of the 
medication they need. Tru 
is also a strong advocate for 
ranked choice voting, which 
he believes will help to break 
up the two-party duopoly that 
currently dominates American 
politics. 

The candidates found 
some areas of agreement, 
including on the need to expand 
the region’s base of affordable 
housing. “Everyone is having 
trouble with housing,” said 
Skraba. “I believe that’s the 
number one issue in every 
community where I’ve door-
knocked.” Skraba said he’s 
working on a housing project 
in Grand Marais with assis-
tance from the Department 
of Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation and noted that 
finding developers willing to 
invest in the region is a major 
challenge. 

Droba agreed that afford-
able housing is a key need 
but he noted that some por-
tions of District 3A, such as 
International Falls, are not 
within the coverage area of 
the IRRR and so must rely 
on legislative action to bring 
state housing dollars to their 
communities. 

Both Droba and Tru 
agreed that ambulance care 
should be considered an 
essential service, which would 
open up opportunities for 
some state funding assistance. 
Currently, many local ambu-
lance services are operating at 
a deficit. The Legislature did 
provide $30 million in one-
time funding during the 2024 
session to address some of the 
shortfalls, but the candidates 
agreed that more needs to be 
done to provide a long-term 
source of additional revenue, 

preferably from an increase in 
federal reimbursements from 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

The candidates seemed 
to largely agree as well on 
the subject of human rights, 
even as Skraba was questioned 
over his opposition to putting 
an equal rights amendment, 
or ERA, on the Minnesota 
ballot this November. Skraba 
said he opposed the measure 
because it was too focused 
on transgender rights and 
did not protect the elderly 
against age discrimination. 
He said efforts by Republicans 
to offer amendments were 
blocked by the DFL majority 
in the House. But Skraba later 
sounded supportive of DFL 
efforts to protect the rights 
of the LGBTQ community 
from discrimination, saying 
he believes the protections 
offered in the most recent 
session are adequate. “The 
Democrats had a majority 
and I think they did a pretty 
good job of tightening up that 
language,” he said. “People 
are different, accept their dif-
ferences and move on.”

Droba said he believes 
that people need to be able to 
live their lives as they wish 
to pursue them. “That’s why 
I support the ERA,” he said.

Droba took issue with 
Skraba for his ambiguity on 
some issues, particularly on 
reproductive freedom. “I think 
everyone has the right to make 
decisions for their own body,” 
said Droba, noting that Skraba 
voted against reproductive 
rights in the Legislature. 

“I struggle when I see 
one thing on his website and 
hear something else when he 
speaks on the subject,” said 
Droba. Skraba’s campaign 

website highlights that ambi-
guity, in that it states that “life 
begins at conception” and that 
“women know what’s best 
for them,” seemingly using 
language from both sides of 
the abortion debate. 

Droba and Skraba dif-
fered on how to address 
the school trust lands in the 
Boundary Waters. Droba said 
he supported a sale of the land 
to the U.S. Forest Service, but 
argued that the state should 
seek more money for the land 
than what is currently being 
discussed. Skraba said he 
believes the land should be 
exchanged for federal lands 
outside the wilderness, which 
could be used for mining, 
logging, and recreation under 
the control of the DNR. 

On the economy, Droba 
said the region needs to 
improve its readiness for new 
jobs by focusing on improving 
education, housing, and health 
care, which he called “the three 
legs of the stool” for a healthy 
economy.

Tru said he supports 
a higher minimum wage, 
of about $14-$15/hour and 
opposes a lower minimum 
wage for people under age 
18, which he said has been 
abused in some states. He said 
had the minimum wage been 
indexed to inflation from its 
inception, it would currently 
be $33-$35/hour. He called 
for more support for union 
jobs and also the promotion 
of co-ops. 

Skraba said exchanging 
school trust lands in the 
BWCAW would create more 
opportunity for growth in area 
communities. 

When questioned about 
the controversy over the 

Silver Rapids development, 
both Skraba and Droba said 
local governments should 
have rules in place to guide 
development and should be 
allowed to implement those 
rules with minimal state inter-
ference. “It’s a local issue,” 
said Skraba. 

Tru took a different tack. 
“Corporations are corpora-
tions,” he said. “They’re not 
people. It’s government’s role 
to protect the people.”

On climate change, Tru 
said we’ll all have to get 
used to living with a new 
climate regime and called for 
more partnership between 
the federal and state govern-
ments to address the many 
related issues encompassed 
around climate change. “We 
need more forward thinking 
to future proof ourselves,” 
he said. 

Skraba said he was 
opposed to the renewable 
energy standard approved 
by the Legislature last year, 
which requires carbon neu-
trality in the state’s electricity 
production by 2040. Skraba 
said renewable sources of 
power, like wind and solar, 
don’t have the ability to meet 
the state’s electric power 
needs and won’t anytime soon. 
“The 2040 standard was not 
the way to go,” he said. “I’m 
not opposed to phasing out 
fossil fuels, it just needs to be 
done in a way that’s viable.”

For more on the can-
didates, you can visit their 
websites at:

Roger Skraba: skraba-
forhouse.com

Harley Droba: harley-
droba.com

Rich Tru: home.for-
wardparty.com/richtru

meeting, although it requires 
that the same notice be given 
of the change as for a special 
meeting. Under the Open 
Meeting Law, the required 
notice for a special meeting 
must be posted at least three 
days prior and state the 
purpose of the meeting but 
requires no other specificity. 
The notice that the township 
posted online, three days prior 
to the meeting, included the 
full agenda for the regular 
meeting along with the board 
packet. The notice published 
in the official newspaper indi-
cated the purpose was to hold 
a regular meeting.

No one disputes that 
notice of the meeting change 
was provided, but Bassing 
argues that it should have been 
posted as a special meeting and 
that failure to do so called the 
legality of the meeting into 
question.

This wasn’t the first 
time this issue has arisen in 
Greenwood. Indeed, the town-
ship had canceled their Aug. 
14 regular meeting at the last 
minute, when Bassing told the 
board they were in violation of 
the open meeting law because 
it had not been posted as a 
special meeting. The board 
had rescheduled its regular 
monthly meeting at the previ-
ous month’s meeting, because 
the normal meeting date 
conflicted with the primary 
election.

But after that meeting, 
Roskoski said she had spoken 
with the attorneys and learned 
that Bassing’s interpretation 
of the law was incorrect. 

Both Bassing and board 
chair Lois Roskoski claim 
to have gotten legal advice 
on the matter, and both pro-
vided some documentation 
to the Timberjay to bolster 
their claims. At the meeting, 
Roskoski said she had spoken 
with Minnesota Association 
of Township attorney Steve 
Fenske, as well as the town-
ship’s private attorney Mike 
Couri.

“Our attorney said nothing 
in the law says we can’t amend 
a meeting date during a regular 
meeting, both Fenske and 
Couri,” said Roskoski. The 
email from Fenske, which 
the Timberjay reviewed after 
the meeting, said “there is 
nothing in law that prevents 
the township from amending 
its regular meeting schedule 
as it sees fit. This means that 
as long as the town board 
acts within a town meeting, 
to amend the regular meeting 
schedule, the town can adjust 
its regular meeting schedule 
as it would like…It does not 
matter that it doesn’t fall on 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.” Couri sent an email 
to Roskoski saying he agreed 
with Fenske’s interpretation 
of the law.

Bassing insisted that 
under 13D.04, as well as 
training videos produced by 
MAT, that if a meeting date is 
changed it becomes a special 
meeting. Bassing’s interpreta-
tion of 13D.04 appears to be 
in error, since it specifically 
implies that regular meeting 
dates can be changed. A 
transcript of a MAT training 
that Bassing submitted to the 
Timberjay does state that any 
change in the date of a regular 
meeting automatically makes 
it a special meeting, however 
that transcript directly con-
flicts with the specifics of 
13D.04 Subd. 1, which states: 
“If a public body decides to 
hold a regular meeting at a 
time or place different from 
the time or place stated in its 
schedule of regular meetings, 
it shall give the same notice of 
the meeting that is provided 
in this section for a special 
meeting.” That language, on 
its face, does not convert a 
regular meeting into a special 
meeting, but merely requires 
similar notice.

“I regret that our town-
ship cannot follow the Open 
Meeting Law,” said Bassing 
before walking out last week. 
Stoehr concurred, stating “I 

have come to the conclu-
sion this is not a legal meeting. 
I will not stay and possibly 
expose myself to a fine of 
$300.”

The Open Meeting Law 
does list a personal fine of 
up to $300 for any person 
who intentionally violates 
the statute. But as the town-
ship received advice on the 
matter from their attorney, 
who advised them the meeting 
was properly noticed, there 
was no evidence of intent to 
violate the law.

Minnesota Newspaper 
Association attorney Mark 
Anfinson, an expert on the 
state’s open meeting law, 
called the issue raised by 
Bassing “fairly esoteric” and 
said the meeting was likely 
legal as long as the change of 
date was made at a prior public 
meeting and entered into 
the minutes. The September 
meeting change was approved 
by a motion at the August 
meeting, and in addition, 
the township advertised the 
change of meeting date, and 
also sent out their regular 
meeting packet with the full 
agenda, three days in advance 
of the meeting.
Pickleball

Last week’s town board 
wasn’t all controversy. The 
new pickleball courts, com-
pleted in less than a year, 
garnered a heap of praise from 
resident Steve Zaudtke.

“On behalf of the pick-
leball players, it’s time to 
say thank you to the board 
and residents,” he said. “We 
have a quality set of courts, 
correctly done, an asset for 
our township.”

Funding came from the 
township (about 20-percent 
of the total cost), from 
grants (another 20-percent), 
and the rest was raised by 
both residents and people 
outside of the township. 
Zaudtke said he had just taken 
up the sport, at the urging of 
his wife, and the best part so 
far was the social aspect.

“I found a welcom-
ing group of people,” he 
sa id .  “When someone 
new comes in, they are 
immediately welcomed.” 
“These people are truly 
ambassadors for Greenwood,” 
he added.

The pickleball courts 
were due to see their first day 
of play on Saturday, Sept. 14, 
when the group was planning 
to gather in the pavilion for a 
picnic, followed by pickleball.
Birch Point Extension

The board reviewed a 
letter from the township 
attorney, who had reviewed 
materials submitted by the 
township and concluded that 
Township Rd. 4136/Birch 
Point Extension, is legally 
a township road. Township 
records show the township 
had requested hiring St. Louis 
County to plow the road back 
in 1992, and had continued 
plowing since then, well over 
the six years stated in state 
law that transfers ownership 
to the township. The township 
has also done brushing and 
other road maintenance over 
the years.

“Once the township 
assumes maintenance of a 
platted and publicly dedicated 
road,” Couri wrote, “it must 
maintain that road in a safe and 
passable manner indefinitely.”

“There is nothing the 
township can practically do 
to make it not be a township 
road,” Roskoski said. “We are 
obligated to maintain the road 
in a safe and passable manner.”

Whether that means doing 
a new coat of blacktop or 
turning the road back to gravel 
will be a township decision. 
If they do repave it, they are 
allowed to assess that cost 
back to the road’s property 
owners.

The township also has the 
authority to remove trees and 
brush within the 66-foot wide 
platted roadway. On areas 
where the actual road does not 
follow the plat, Couri suggest-
ed the township get those areas 

surveyed. The township can 
then determine what width of 
the side of the road is needed 
to safely store plowed snow, 
and can then maintain these 
areas with brushing as needed.

Roskosk i  sa id  the 
township has no intention 
of clearcutting the entire 
6 6 - f o o t  r i g h t - o f - w a y . 
“But I do see the need to clear 
brush so emergency vehicles 
can get down there safely.”

The township just spent 
almost $7,000 having the 
blacktop patched.

“The repair job was very 
good,” said Skubic. “This will 
save the road for quite a few 
years.”

No additional work is 
planned on the road this year, 
but supervisors said they 
will need to get the roadway 
brushed next year. They noted 
they had trouble getting a con-
tractor for this job, especially 
after some property owners 
were angry with a previous 
contractor hired to do brushing 
and would not let them cut on 
their property.

The township will also 
need to find a contractor to 
plow the road since St. Louis 
County is no longer willing or 
able to do it, due to the poor 
condition of the blacktop and 
narrow width of the road. The 
road was paved back in the 
1970s and paid for privately 
at that time.

The township will be 
drafting a resolution, to be pre-
sented at the Oct. 10 meeting, 
to formally accept Township 
Road 4136.
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

  Passed a resolution 
setting the 2025 levy at 
$300,000, which was voted on 
at the annual meeting earlier 
this year.

 Renewed their liability 
coverage at a cost of $14,021. 
The township still has not been 
able to get MAT to include 
liability with the other town-
ship insurance costs, due to 

past litigation.
 Heard a report from 

the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation about the 
parking lot helicopter landing 
area that was in the packet but 
not discussed since Maus, who 
also serves as fire chief, had 
left the meeting. The township 
had scheduled a call with a 
MnDOT representative, but 
apparently he was unavailable. 
The report showed numer-
ous obstructions but most 
involved trees that were too 
high. The new pickleball court 
fences are not an issue. But the 
report does say the powerline 
in the area would need to be 
lowered, and the existing 
windsock would need to be 
moved. Right now the area 
is classified as an emergency 
landing zone, but the town-
ship is looking into having is 
licensed as a heliport, which 
would get rid of any liability 
for the township.

Other business from the 
August meeting:

 Approved hiring Jerry 
Sawyer to do maintenance at 
the town hall at $30 per hour.

 Discussed the town-
ship’s medical supply loan 
closet. Clerk Spicer asked for 
direction on what to do with 
the equipment and supplies, 
and she expressed concern 
there could be a liability if the 
township lent out equipment 
that was damaged or not in 
perfect condition. “We should 
not be a medical center here,” 
Spicer said. “I think it is a big 
liability.” But board members 
felt this was something the 
township was doing to help 
residents.

The board voted to retain 
the equipment, and loan it out 
as before. The township will 
let people know they should 
disinfect any borrowed equip-
ment and inspect it to make 
sure it is in good condition 
before using it. Anyone inter-
ested in getting equipment 
from the loan closet should 
contact the clerk’s office or a 
township supervisor.

GREENWOOD...Continued from page 1
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

New group considering “options” following 
county decision on Silver Rapids development

marathons on 52 consecutive 
weekends) will be signing 
books from 6-8 p.m., and 
look for them at the park on 
Saturday, also.
Saturday

Runners will be off early 
on Saturday morning, but 
there will be plenty to do for 
spectators as well. Live music 
with Rhino Rocks is set from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., From 8 a.m.-3 
p.m., stop by the race expo 

with lots of great Ely Marathon 
merchandise, eats and drinks 
at the food trucks, beer tent, 
and root beer tent, plus there 
is bouncy, inflatable fun for 
the youngsters. This year 
there will also be a sauna and 
cold plunge at the park after 
the race, thanks to Haverland 
Saunas and Cold Plunge.

Almost 500 runners are 
preregistered for the Saturday 
races and, if past years are a 
guide, many more will be reg-

istering on Friday. Marathon 
and half marathon racers range 
from their teens into their 
70s. And some furry friends 
will be joining in on the half 
marathon course. Runners can 
bring along their four-legged 
running partners, with water 
bowls available at all the aid 
stations along the route.

Kids who have completed 
25 miles of running prior to 
the race, finish up their “mar-
athon” by running the last 1.2 

miles of the official marathon 
course. The kid’s marathon, 
the Dorothy Molter Root Beer 
Run, starts at 8:45 a.m. and 
ends in Whiteside Park. 

For all the details, includ-
ing the timing of road closures 
along the route, see the Ely 
Marathon ad on page 12. 

Both races start up the 
Echo Trail, which is closed 
to traffic during the race. 
Best observation points for 
the race are:

 Intersection of Echo 
Trail and Grant McMahan 
Blvd:  Cars will have to take 
169 west out of Ely and take 
a right onto Grant McMahan 
Blvd, since no traffic will be 
allowed on race course.

 Winton Main Street: 
Traffic will be allowed on 169 
east of Ely. 

 Miners Drive: Parking 
available at VCC and side 
streets.

 Whiteside Park/Finish 

Line:  Parking available at 
Ely Memorial High School 
and side streets. The first half 
marathon racers are expected 
around 9:20 a.m., with full 
marathon racers arriving 
beginning around 10:15 a.m.

The awards ceremony 
will be at 2 p.m. at Whiteside 
Park. More information is 
available at elymarathon.
com and on the Ely Marathon 
Facebook page.

214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN  •  218-741-9356
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2, Sun CLOSED

HURRY IN TODAY FOR THE BEST SELECTION!

• Bed Frames
• Matresses
• Dining Sets
• End Tables
  AND MORE!

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

  EVERYTHING IN
      THE STORE!

• NOTICE •
DNR FISHERIES

Special regulations 

OPEN HOUSE • MEETING
Tuesday, September 24 • 6-8 PM 

MN North College-Vermilion Campus• Classroom 104 or 110
(Use the door closest to the main auditorium classroom-to the right of the campus’s main 
entrance.)
Change to northern pike special regulations on Basswood Lake, addition of sunfish 
special regulations on Basswood Lake, and removal of northern pike special regulations on 
the Garden Chain of Lakes, White Iron and Birch Lakes in St. Louis and Lake
counties. The purpose of the proposed changes are to provide quality northern pike and 
sunfish angling opportunities while also simplifying regulations. 

If adopted, the special regulation will go into effect March 1, 2025.

Comments can also be made online by taking the survey with the link available on the 
Minnesota DNR website (mndnr.gov/fishregs). 

People can also call the Tower area fisheries office at 218-300-7803, 
and emailed comments can be directed to: tower.fisheries@state.mn.us.

Cook • Bigfork • Tower • Eveleth • Northome
Floodwood • Big Falls

Same Day Appointments Available

FALL LAKE TWP- 
“We are exploring all of our 
options, including any possi-
ble legal actions,” said Mary 
Louise Icenhour, the president 
of Community Advocates for 
Responsible Development, or 
CARD. 

The founders of CARD 
decided to officially organize 
after the Lake County Planning 
Commission approved two 
zoning applications to ren-
ovate and expand the aging 
Silver Rapids resort earlier 
this month.

“We don’t have problems 
with updating the resort,” 
Icenhour said. “It’s the scope 
that’s the problem.”

CARD members had 
pushed for an environmental 
assessment worksheet, or 
EAW, which the planning 
commission rejected. They 
has subsequently hoped the 
conditions on the resort’s 
shiny-new conditional use 
permit would have included 
some teeth to control the 
expansion of buildings, boats, 
and people on the property, 
but were left underwhelmed 

by the conditions ultimately 
approved. 

The resort expansion will 
add 49 three-bedroom, three-
bath timeshare cabins, and 12 
new docks for a total of 17. The 
developers claim the current 
occupancy of the resort is 280, 
with an estimated future occu-
pancy of 400. CARD disputes 
these numbers, contending the 
current occupancy is lower 
and the future occupancy is 
well over 400, according to 
an analysis by CARD board 
member Charlie Marsden, 
whose cabin is across the 
rapids from the resort.

“The population of Fall 
Lake,” Icenhour said, “is 

around 600. Adding all those 
people will definitely affect 
everything, including the 
traffic at the bridge over the 
Silver Rapids, the noise, and 
the boat traffic next to the 
Boundary Waters.
Founding CARD

Charlie and Marilyn 
Marsden formed CARD at 
the beginning of last week but 
decided that the group would 
be better served with a year-
round resident at the helm. 
The Marsdens live in Fall 
Lake for five months every 
year and spend the rest of their 
time as residents of New York 
City. Icenhour splits her time 
between her cabin on White 
Iron Lake and her house in Ely.

In the less than two weeks 
that CARD has existed, it 
has sent 496 letters to house-
holds along White Iron and 
Farm lakes, recruited over 
100 members, formed an 
eight-member board, and 
retained a land use lawyer 
from the Taft law firm in 
Minneapolis as legal counsel. 

“In our outreach, we 
found people who had no 
knowledge of the proposed 
resort expansion,” Icenhour 

told the Timberjay. 
Most of the work sending 

out the letters last week was 
handled by Icenhour and 
another CARD board member, 
Kathleen Annala, who lives 
on the east shore of White 
Iron Lake.

“One of the things we 
discovered from sending out 
our letters is that some people 
didn’t even know the resort 
was planning to expand.” 

The lack of commu-
nication about the project, 
both before the initial public 
hearing in July and since, is 
one of the sticking points for 
CARD. Only those living 
within 350 feet of the resort 
received notification about 
the initial meeting in July. 
Everyone else learned about 
the matter through word of 
mouth. 

The notices for the July 
18 public hearing arrived less 
than a week beforehand. The 
public notification followed 
all the legal rules but given 
that most members of the 
public are not familiar with 
the zoning process, the short 
notice and lack of information 
rankled many local residents.

“Other than an eight-by-

eleven sheet, there was no 
information available to the 
public before that meeting,” 
Icenhour said. “Then meeting 
after meeting, the planning 
commission invited the devel-
opers to the table to talk, but 
where was our seat at the table? 
The residents of Fall Lake 
have been shut out after the 
commissioners stopped taking 
public comments after an hour 
on July 18.”

“The commissioners say 
that there will be no signifi-
cant impacts but they don’t 
know that without studying 
it. That’s why we wanted an 
environmental assessment, to 
provide the information that’s 
missing.”

Icenhour contends the 
county board is allowing 
the development to proceed 
without adequate information 
on the impact to the commu-
nity. “Even if there were no 
boats, the traffic on the road 
is still a problem, as is the 
septic system and water supply 
issues,” she said. “Just saying 
there are no impacts without 
studying if there are impacts 
is not appropriate. Even their 
own traffic engineer advised 
them to do further study.”

Hwy. 135 
detour now 
in place south 
of Tower

R E G I O N A L - 
Travelers  between 
Tower and Embarrass 
will want to plan for 
extra time due to a detour 
now in place along Hwy. 
135. 

The Minnesota 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation has 
closed a portion of the 
state highway south 
of Tower for a culvert 
replacement. 

The closed portion 
of the road is from 
the intersection with 
Wahlsten Rd. south 
approximately five and 
half miles to County 
Rd. 21.  The culvert is 
located 1.3 miles south 
of Wahlsten Road.

The project is pro-
jected to cost $500,000 
to complete.

Traff ic  is  cur-
rently being detoured 
on Wahlsten Road to 
County Rd. 21. Work is 
expected to last through 
Sept. 29.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor



ELY- In an hour and a 
half meeting of mostly routine 
items, the Ely City Council 
approved a preliminary 2025 
property tax levy of $2.318 
million, a 7.4 percent increase 
from this year.

The council’s prelim-
inary figure represented a 
slight reduction from the 8.46 
percent increase originally 
developed by the city’s budget 
committee. But the committee 
made cuts at their Sept. 16 
meeting, including $8,000 in 
expenditures from the police 
department, $8,900 from 
public works, $4,900 from the 
cemetery, and $20,000 from 
the capital projects fund.

“There’s not a lot of wiggle 
room here,” said city council 
member Paul Kess, com-
menting on places to reduce 
expenses. “The $159,600 
will be the maximum that the 
city can increase the levy for 
2024. We will continue to 
explore ways to reduce the 
levy amount before the budget 
is finalized (in December),” 
he added.
Ely ambulance

The city council accept-
ed the resignation of former 
Ely mayor Chuck Novak as 
Ely’s representative to the 
Ely Area Ambulance Board. 
Novak is also resigning from 
his position as the chair of the 
ambulance board. The council 
voted to send a letter of thanks 
to Novak for his many years 
of service as its representative 
to the nonprofit ambulance 
service. The council appointed 
council member Paul Kess as 
the new representative on the 
ambulance board.

In other action, the city 
council:

 Heard the report from 
Kess that lodging tax revenues 
are down. “The slowdown is 
not huge,” Kess said, “but it’s 
something we should keep an 
eye on.”

 Heard a presentation 
by Paul Peltier, the execu-
tive director of the Range 
Association of Municipalities 
and Schools, outlining the 
history of the organization, 
which was founded in 1939. 
He outlined all the areas that 
the organization advocates for 
its members, which include 
17 schools, 27 cities, and 27 
townships on the Iron Range. 
Ely is one of its members.

Peltier also asked the 
council for its feedback for 
the issues the city would 
like to see addressed in the 
upcoming legislative session. 
The feedback from the council 
members included affordable 
housing, local government aid, 
and EMS.

 Heard a presentation 
by Lacey Squier on the Ely 
Leadership Workshop sched-
uled for Monday, Nov. 18 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Grand Ely Lodge. Squier 
stated, “This workshop will 
be an opportunity for Ely-area 
nonprofit and business leaders 

to share who they are, what 
their respective organizations 
are working toward, and 
our visions for collective 
growth. The goal of the day is 
to strengthen our social fabric 
as a step toward increasing our 
capacity and achieving our full 
potential.”

Registration for the event 
will start on Tuesday, Oct 1, 
and end at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 11. The $20 registration 
fee covers breakfast, lunch, 
and an afternoon snack. 
Scholarships will be avail-
able. The web address for 
registration has not yet been 
released.

 Approved a quote from 
the Overhead Door Company 
for a $1,565 hanger door repair 

at the municipal airport.
 Approved submitting 

a grant with a 25 percent 
local match to purchase an 
aviation gas refueler. A new 
refueler truck costs $165,350. 
Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski remarked that the 
estimated lifespan of a refu-
eler is 25 years. The current 
AV refueler was purchased 
in 1986.

 Approved the recom-
mendation from the projects 
committee to prioritize the 
Harvey Street project for 2025, 
which includes repaving and 
road improvements for Harvey 
St. from Central to 9th Ave., 
Conan St. from 2nd Ave. E. 
to 3rd Ave. E., and replacing 
the water main for one block 

on First Ave. E.
 Approved soliciting 

sealed bids for the construc-
tion of six vault privy toilets 
for the Prospector Loop Trail.

 Denied the heritage 
preservation commission’s 
request to have the city of 
Ely pay for conference reg-
istration, mileage and hotel 
costs to send the commission’s 
two co-chairs to the annual 
Minnesota State Historic 
Preservation Conference on 
Sept. 18-20 in Red Wing. 
The city does not customarily 
provide funding for committee 
members to attend confer-
ences. The request was also 
not timely, with the conference 
being held this week. 

“Every year we go 

through this,” said Langowski. 
“If committees are looking 
to fund certain projects, the 
requests need to be made in 
July so they can be incorpo-
rated in the budget. Certainly, 
there can be a proposal brought 
forward. It will be up to the 
councilors and the mayor to 
figure out if there was some 
room in the budget for that.”

 Approved a $392,340 
bid from Mesabi Bituminous 
to repave and improve Conan 
St. from Eighth to 10th Aves., 
Ninth Ave. from White to 
Harvey; and 10th from 
Pattison to Harvey.

 Approved a quote for 
a Perkins Diesel Engine from 
Road Machinery and Supplies 
of Virginia for $5,817.

 Approved a temporary 
liquor license for the Ely Folk 
School on Dec. 14 for the 
winter bonfire and beach party 
at Semer’s Park.

 Approved a commer-
cial renovation loan appli-
cation for Dexter Inc., doing 
business as Canoe-On-Inn for 
$12,000 for a new roof at 201 
W. Sheridan St.

 Approved a residential 
rehab loan application for 
Kelsey Ivancich for $10,000 
for a new propane furnace at 
940 E. Chapman St.

Approved a residential 
rehab loan application for 
Deann Carlson for $10,000 to 
update the sewer and install a 
new propane furnace at 1304 
E. Harvey St.
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Council OKs preliminary 2025 levy increase of 7.4 percent
CITY OF ELY

FORD OF HIBBING HAS OVER 100 NEW TRUCKS
AND SUVS READY TO GO! THIS IS THE BEST

SELECTION SINCE 2019! THE TIME IS NOW, STOP
IN OR CHECK OUT FORDOFHIBBING.COM

#25852FCTP

2024 f150 stx 4x4 crew cab

$45,499+ttL

$55,780 MSRP
-$2,000 STX DISC
-$3,781 FoH DISC
-$2,000 ReTaIl CuSToMeR CaSH
-$2,500 FleX buy bonuS CaSH*

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit o.a.C

20” Gloss black Wheels
STX appearance PKG
ecoboost

SAVE
$10,281

$2,500 +1.9%
@66 moS*

#25782

2024 escape active awd
$33,160 MSRP
-$1,682 FoH DISC
-$2,500 FleX buy CaSH

+1.9% @66 MoS*

$28,978+ttL

Remote Start
Heated Front Seats
Heated Steering Wheel

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit o.a.C

26 IN SToCK

$1,000 +1.9%
@66 moS*

$43,195 MSRP
-$3,206 FoH DISC
-$1,000 FleX buy CaSH

+1.9% @66 MoS*

#25634FCTP

2024 edge seL awd

$38,989+ttL

Power liftgate
Remote Start
Trailer Tow PKG

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit o.a.C

6 0N hANd+

2627 hwy 169
218-262-3881

$11,980 #8229A

2017 xts awd

2016 MKx ReseRve

$15,967 #8219

2021 f150
platinu
40k mI

$50,471 #8228

tinuM

$27,397 #8202

2022 edge st-line
38k mI

2007 focus Zx5
120k mI

$4,980 #8212

focus Zx5 2018 tauRus sel
53k mI

$17,581 #8230

2018 fusion
se awd

$12,618 #8171A

fusion 2013 f150 xlt

#8214C$13,900

2022 ecospoRt
s awd
20k mI

#8191$16,772
2013 escape
se awd

$8,541 #25919A

wd

$15,980 #8193A

2019 escape
sel awd

2017 santa fe
spoRt
awd

$6,971 #25672B

2014 150 King
Ranch

$21,987 #25930A

2018 duRango
sxt awd

#8239$19,980

2020 escape
sel awd

$14,980 #25677C

wd

2014 cR-v
ex awd

$12,980 #8225A

R-v

2013 MKZ awd
70k mI

#8224$12,710

2020 f150 laRiat
cRew

$33,980 #25945A

2017 edge sel
awd
70k mI

$16,674 #25880A

2020 MuRano
s awd

$18,604 #25845A

2008 3 seRies
335xi awd

$9,980 #25825B

wd

2019 tauRus
liMited

$14,980 #25968A

2008 exploRe xlt

$3,980 #8238

2018 santa fe
spoRt
80k mI

#25834A$13,987

2022 silveRado 2500
hd cRew

#8163A$40,980

RyAn AultmAn
218-293-4606

mIke DAy
218-293-4637

eRIC GRAFF
218-293-4627

tIm CARRutH
218-212-7202

JAmI HenDRIx
218-293-4636

teIGAn BOSARGe
218-293-4596

AIDen SmeRuD
218-293-4625

leIGH lOnSOn JOn CHIARAvAlle
218-293-4624

JAke PlummeR
218-293-4625

2015 MKs awd
94k mI

$13,397 #8189

2021 edge titaniuM
awd
51k mI

$26,397 #8222

2020 fusion
se awd

$19,482 #8234

2010 edge sel

$5,980 #8223A

2012 exploReR
xlt

$6,980 #25851B

xploReR

#25851B

2011 f150 laRiat
cRew

$10,712 #25902B

2019 f150 King
Ranch

$31,872 #8232

2022 escape
se awd

$22,758 #8240

wd

2012 RaM 1500
slt

$5,980 #25801C

RaM 1500 2014 f150 xlt
cRew

#25907B$12,721

$30,226

$33,230

2024 bronco sport big bend 4wd

**Must own or lease a 1995 or newer Jeep

$34,330 MSRP
-$1,100 naTIonal DISC

Heated Seats
Rear Parking Sensors
leD Fog lamps

16 IN SToCK+

EVERYONES PRICE

-$1,000 JEEP CoNQUEST CASh***

$29,226+ttL
CONDITIONAL PRICE

#25981

-$754 FoH DISC
-$1,500 vIn SPeCIFIC bonuS CaSH
-$750 ReTaIl bonuS CaSH

#25896

2024 bronco big bend 2dr 4wd

$51,115

**Must own or lease 1995 or newer Jeep

Sasquatch PKG
Hard Top
Heated Seats

EVERYONE’S PRICE

-$2,000 JEEP CoNQUEST CASh**

$49,115+ttL
CONDITIONAL PRICE

$52,615 MSRP
-$1,000 FoH DISC
-$5,00 ReTaIl bonuS CaSH

$60,715 MSRP
-$2,000 XlT DISC
-$4,735 FoH DISC
-$2,000 ReTaIl CuSToMeR CaSH
-$2,500 FleX buy bonuS CaSH

#25915

2024 f150 xLt 4x4 crew cab

$49,480+ttL
2.7 l ecoboost
18” Chrome Wheels
Heated Seats

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit o.a.C

SAVE
$11,235

SH
SH*

#25915

HUGE SELECTION OF FRESH TRADES

+ Price Will vary between Models & optional equipment

+ Price Will vary between Models & optional equipment

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Cook VFW
POST 1757

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

Open Daily: Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)

HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

Thursday: BINGO
Food Served 4:30-5:30 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM
Friday

BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7
Burgers starting at $7
Take-out available

(218)666-0500

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950



ELY- The offices of Well 
Being Development are brim-
ming with excitement because 
the nonprofit’s Northern Lights 
Clubhouse has finally found its 
forever home in Ely. The orga-
nization put ink on the purchase 
agreement for a property on 
Camp St. at the beginning of the 
month and expects to close on 
the house on Nov. 1. 

The four-bedroom, two-
bath residence down the hill 
from St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church will serve double duty 
as both the new clubhouse space 
and as transitional housing for 
those moving from substance 
abuse treatment to reintegration 
with everyday life.
Facility mission

The Northern Lights Club-
house is a safe and friendly 
meeting place for those with 
mental and behavioral health 
challenges. Without a perma-
nent home, the clubhouse has 
moved at least two times in the 
last two years. It currently uses 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in 
Ely as its meeting space. 

“We want to be able to move 
the clubhouse into the new fa-
cility on Nov. 1 if we can,” said 
Lisa Ledel, the operations man-
ager for Well Being Develop-
ment. “We’d also like to open 
the transitional housing on Nov. 
1 but that’s less certain.” 

Ledel explained that some 
of the construction work for the 
facility may not be completed 
by Nov. 1, which would delay 
the opening of the housing por-
tion of the property.

“We’re switching from fuel 
oil to propane,” Ledel added. 
“The new boiler for the heating 
system will be installed on Oct. 
7-8.”

Well Being Development 
Executive Director Kip Wilkes 
explained the goals for the tran-
sitional housing. “This awesome 
place will also be a recovery 
residence supporting up to four 
people working toward long-
term recovery. Our sober living 
environment will support those 
who need a bit more help transi-
tioning to living independently.”
Outreach

Well Being Development 
decided to pursue transition-
al housing after it received 
$134,000 from opioid settle-
ment funds managed by St. 
Louis County. The group spent 
months studying the best possi-
ble use of the money and found 
that post-treatment residential 
programs significantly improve 
outcomes for those in recovery 

from substance abuse disorders, 
including reducing their chanc-
es of future incarceration and 
relapse while increasing their 
odds of finding employment and 
reintegrating into the communi-
ty.

After reaching out to the 
Ely community for feedback, 
the organization determined that 
transitional housing would best 
fit local needs. “We approached 
the community a year ago about 
the direction we wanted to go, to 
see if it was a good fit for the Ely 
area,” Wilkes said. The commu-
nity outreach included a survey 
that generated over 300 respons-
es. The survey results encour-
aged the nonprofit to continue 
its pursuit of creating a transi-
tional housing facility locally.
Footing the bill

Though Well Being De-
velopment has the money in its 
pocket to buy its house, it still 
needs funds for the renovation 
of the facility. “This is an old 

house and we have some prepa-
ration work to do this fall,” said 
Wilkes. “We have a new furnace 
to install that will save energy 
and reduce our costs of heating 
the house through the winter.  
We also need to do some repairs 
to the sewer line and make our 
handrailing higher to keep ev-
eryone comfortable and safe.”

An anonymous donor and 
an Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation Board grant pro-
vided the $20,000 for the new 
furnace. The project also re-
ceived funds from the Northland 
Foundation.

“We also have a wish list,” 
Wilkes said, “that will help us 
save more energy and further re-
duce our energy consumption.” 
That list includes new ener-
gy-efficient windows and insu-
lation. “We are looking for some 
help from our friends and neigh-
bors in the Ely, Tower/Soudan, 
and Babbitt communities.”
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TRAFFIC IMPACTED-Saturday, Sept. 21

ELY MARATHON
SEPT. 23, 2023
ROUTE & ROAD
CLOSURE INFO

ELY MARATHON ROUTE INFORMATION

ELY DETOUR DURING MARATHON

4-10

TRAFFIC IMPACTED - Saturday, Sept. 21

The following road closures will take place on September 21:

SEPT. 21, 2024

Volunteer: run@elymarathon.com

Friday, Sept. 20 @ 7 p.m.

20

Come And Cheer On The Racers!

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY

Volunteers in Education engages the community in educat-
ing its students, supporting their growth, and preparing them 
for productive citizenship. We are looking for tutors to help 
K-8 students with reading, math and other content areas. 

North Woods K-12 (Cook) 
Northeast Range K-12 (Babbitt)

Tower-Soudan K-6 (Tower) • Cherry K-12 (Iron Junction)
South Ridge K-12 (Culver) • Mt. Iron-Buhl K-12 (Mt. Iron)

Laurentian K-6 (Eveleth) • North Star 3-6 (Virginia)
Parkview K-2 (Virginia)

Help Kids Succeed in School!
Volunteer as a Tutor with 
Volunteers in Education

Please call or email VinE if you are interested:
218-404-5742, teresad@vine-mn.org

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

1 E. Chapman Street • P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax

www.klunlaw.com

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

 

Close to lakes, trails, state parks, casino

Stay with Us
Northwoods Splendor!

Includes continental breakfast!
Book Online:

vermilionparkinn.com

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/15/2024 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Well Being Development has a new home in Ely
Cattail project at VNP 
gets $20,000 boost

INTERNATIONAL FALLS— Voyageurs 
National Park has received a $20,000 award 
from the National Park Trust for its ongoing 
wetland restoration project. 

Started in 2016, the project has focused 
on the removal of an invasive hybrid species 
of cattail that has degraded the park’s lakes by 
reducing biodiversity, decreasing habitat for 
fish and wildlife, and outcompeting culturally 
important manoomin, or wild rice. About 500 
acres of the park have been negatively impacted 
by the infestation.

Project activities include grinding up mats 
of floating cattails with a specialized cutting 
machine and removing the debris using a 
harvesting barge. Hand cutting is done in areas 
inaccessible to machines. Debris is then de-
posited on shore where it is spread and decays 
naturally. The park’s natural resource team will 
also be using prescribed fire and reseeding to 
enhance the project’s outcomes. Wild rice will 
be harvested which will be used to seed project 
areas that have recently been restored.

Problematic floating mats in the Gold 
Portage area of Black Bay were the first to 
be targeted this summer, with Irwin Bay on 
Kabetogama Lake also scheduled for restoration 
activities. 

The $20,000 award will go towards 
additional contracted cattail removal services 
and improving the capability of the park ser-
vice-owned cutting machines. The VNP award 
was part of a total of $361,000 awarded to fund 
17 initiatives at national parks.

Phases one and two of the restoration proj-
ect were geared towards developing methodolo-
gy and designing techniques for restoration in an 
area where minimal restoration had previously 
occurred.  Phase three, which began in 2023, 
uses the proven techniques that have been devel-
oped to improve these waterways and wetlands 
by decreasing or eliminating hybridized cattails, 
improving substrate quality for native plants, 
and reseeding native plants when needed.

In addition to the National Park Trust, a va-
riety of organizations helped to fund the project, 
including the Outdoor Heritage Fund as part of 
the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment, 
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resource 
Trust Fund, The Voyageurs Conservancy, the 
Clean Air Act Settlement Fund, Jefferson Na-
tional Parks Association, and the NPS. 



FIELD TWP- The North Woods vol-
leyball team kept its spotless record intact 
on Tuesday with a 3-1 home win over the 
Cherry Tigers.

The Grizzlies took control early in the 
first game, pushing out to a 15-8 advan-
tage. The Tigers clawed back to within 
18-15 when Mya Kinsey slammed a kill 
to short-circuit the Cherry run, and with 
Lauren Burnett nailing a spike down the 
line the Grizzlies had a small three-point 
flurry that gave them the spark they needed 
to finish out the game with a 25-17 win.

The Grizzlies found themselves 
playing from behind in the second game, 
with Cherry going up 9-3 early. North 
Woods kept pace and chipped away at the 
lead, drawing even at 16-16 on another 
Kinsey kill. With the Grizzlies getting 
big hits from Burnett and Brittin Lappi, 
they closed out the game with a 9-3 run 
for the 25-19 win.

North Woods opened up a 6-2 lead in 
the third, but the Tigers hung tough, knot-

ting the score at 7-7. Cherry forged ahead 
and led by three when an Izzy Pascuzzi 
kill and two unforced Tigers errors brought 
the score even at 17-17. It was an all-out 
brawl from there to the finish, with Cherry 
coming out on top 25-23 to narrow the 
match to 2-1.

The Grizzlies came out of the break 
fired up and shot to an 11-2 lead, with 
Burnett sparking the team with a kill and 
a pair of aces. But the nine-point lead 
dwindled to just three when the Tigers 
reeled off six consecutive points. Pascuzzi 
ended the Cherry streak with a kill, and 
with Lappi serving the Grizzlies stretched 

ELY— The Timber-
wolves continued their perfect 
season in Section 7A vol-
leyball as they won their 
11th consecutive straight-set 
victory here on Tuesday, 
downing International Falls 
25-10, 25-7, 25-11 in a contest 
that Ely dominated from start 
to finish.

Senior Lilli Rechichi led 
with nine kills and nine digs, 
while sophomore Audrey 
Kallberg added eight kills 
and nine digs. Senior Clare 
Thomas tallied five kills, 
five digs, and six ace serves, 
while Charlotte Hegman 
added eight kills. Sadie 
Rechichi tallied seven aces 
and four digs, while Peyton 
Huntington added ten digs. 
Sophomore setter Gretta 

Lowe added 35 assists.
Tuesday’s result was 

just more of the same for the 
unbeaten Wolves. In action 
last Thursday, Ely notched 
another straight-set victory as 
they easily outpaced Mesabi 
East 25-15, 25-15, and 25-8 
on their home court. 

Sophomore Audrey 
Kallberg had a big night, 
posting 11 kills, nine digs and 
three solo blocks. Senior Lilli 

Rechichi added nine kills and 
three digs, while senior Clare 
Thomas posted five kills and 

FIELD TWP-  The Mt. Iron-
Buhl Rangers football team came to 

North Woods on Friday and showed 
why they’re a contender for the state 
nine-man title this year by rolling 
over the Grizzlies 56-6.

The bigger, faster Rangers 

scored every time they touched 
the ball in the first half, ringing 
up their first touchdown just over 
two minutes into the game with a 
five-play, 62-yard drive to go up 

8-0. By the end of the quarter they 
were up 32-0, and scored three more 
touchdowns in the second quarter 

Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See  GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

See FOOTBALL..pg. 2B

FOOTBALL

Miscues 
plague Ely 
in loss to
South Ridge 
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Best start in years for Grizzlies

VOLLEYBALL

Wolves improve to 11-0
Will face their toughest test at Burnsville showcase this weekend

Improve to 8-0 after topping Cherry in four

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Right: Ely’s Amelia 
Penke and Lilli Rechichi 
work the net for a block 
during Tuesday’s 
contest with 
International Falls. 

Grizzlies hammered by Rangers 56-6

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Above: North Woods’ Izzy 
Pascuzzi makes a pass off a Cherry 
serve.

Right: The Grizzlies’ Mya Kinsey 
hammers a kill against Cherry 
on Tuesday.

See NW VBALL...pg. 2B
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SOUTH RIDGE— Miscues 
proved Ely’s undoing in a disappoint-
ing 18-14 loss here to the Panthers last 
Friday. The Wolves arrived for the 
Section 7A contest fresh off a win over 
East Central, but penalties, fumbles, 
and interceptions kept the Wolves 
from putting the Panthers away. 

South Ridge put six on the board 
midway through the second quarter, 
but the Wolves answered minutes 
later on a Sean Merriman out-pass to 
Brady Eaton that was good for six. 
Max Brandriet notched the conver-
sion to put Ely up top 8-6 heading 
into the break. 

In the third quarter, the Wolves 
were driving into Panther’s territory 
when a South Ridge player picked a 
Merriman pass, returning it 70 yards 
for a touchdown, to put the Panthers 
up top 12-8. 

Ely went four and out on the 
next drive, but with South Ridge in 
possession, Eaton forced a fumble, 
recovered by Alex Merriman, return-
ing possession to the Wolves. Ely 
took advantage, with a 55-yard drive 
ending in a second Eaton touchdown, 
this time with a fullback run up the 
middle. The failed conversion left the 

Northeast 
Range off to 
winning start

VOLLEYBALL

SILVER BAY— The Nighthawks 
narrowly missed a three-match sweep 
in this week’s volleyball action, even 
as they improved their season record 
to 5-4. 

On the road Tuesday, they fell 
in five hard-fought sets to Silver 
Bay after falling behind 2-0 early in 
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DNR to take input on Basswood, Garden regulation changes
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CROSS COUNTRY

Wolves post strong showing at Grand Rapids meet

to lead 56-0 at the half.
Meanwhile, the Grizzlies 

could get nothing going on 
offense, failing to chalk up 
a first down in the first half 
against a totally dominant 
Rangers defense.

MIB was poised to con-
tinue the beatdown at the start 
of the second half after North 

Woods surrendered the ball on 
downs at their own 33-yard 
line, but a fumbled pitch at 
the Grizzlies 7-yard line was 
recovered by Louie Panichi to 
snuff out the drive.

North Woods finally 
found success after the 
Rangers subbed in some 
second-stringers on defense. 

Swinging out of the backfield, 
Talen Jarshaw pulled in a 
Panichi pass and dashed 50 
yards down the sideline for 
the Grizzlies’ biggest gainer 
of the night. Nick Abramson 
broke through the line for 
another big gainer to the MIB 
three-yard line, and scored 
the Grizzlies only touchdown 

with 9:35 remaining in the 
fourth quarter.

With the running clock in 
effect, North Woods got the 
ball back one more time after 
Vinny Pascuzzi recovered an 
MIB fumble at the Grizzlies 
35 with 2:13 remaining, and 
Head Coach Joel Anderson let 
his reserves get some time as 

the clock expired.
Abramson was the only 

North Woods rusher with dou-
ble-digit yardage, running for 
68 yards on 13 carries. Panichi 
was two-of nine through the 
air for 56 yards.

The Grizzlies will have 
another stout challenge when 
they hit the road on Friday 

to take on 3-0 Littlefork-Big 
Falls. The Vikings rolled up 
96 points in their first two 
contests before slipping past 
Cook County 20-13 last week.  

ELY—The Department 
of Natural Resources will 
host an open house in Ely next 
Tuesday to collect public com-
ments and share information 
on proposed northern pike and 
sunfish regulation changes for 
Basswood Lake and on the 
proposed removal of northern 
pike special regulations on the 
Garden chain of lakes in St. 
Louis and Lake counties.

The purpose of the pro-

posed changes is to provide 
quality northern pike and 
sunfish angling opportunities 
while also simplifying regu-
lations. 

On all of Basswood Lake, 
the proposal would reduce the 
sunfish daily limit from 20 to 
five. The proposed change to 
the northern pike regulation 

would mean that northern pike 
from 30-40 inches may not be 
kept and only one of the two 
pike allowed could be over 
40 inches. The fishing season 
would become continuous to 
match other border waters’ 
northern pike seasons. 

On the Garden chain 
of lakes, the DNR proposes 

to end the existing northern 
pike special regulations and 
replace it with the Northeast 
Zone regulations where fish 
30-40 inches may not be kept 
and only one of the two pike 
allowed could be over 40 
inches.

Next week’s open house 
will take place from 6-8 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at MN 
North College-Vermilion 
campus at 1900 E. Camp St., 
in Ely. The open house will be 
held in room CL104 or CL110. 
so watch for signs. Please use 
the door that is closest to the 
main auditorium classroom, 
which is to the right of the 
campus’s main entrance.

If adopted, the special 
regulations will go into effect 
March 1, 2025.

Comments can also be 
made online by taking the 
survey with the link avail-
able on the Minnesota DNR 
website (mndnr.gov/fishregs). 
People can also call the 
Tower area fisheries office at 
218-300-7803, and emailed 
comments can be directed to 
tower.fisheries@state.mn.us.

 
 
 

Open house set for Tuesday, Sept. 24 in Ely

Wolves on top 14-12. 
The margin didn’t stick. 

On the Panther’s next pos-
session, a missed assignment 
allowed South Ridge to turn 
a run up the middle into a 
40-yard breakaway for their 

third touchdown of the night.
The Wolves squandered 

several possessions that could 
have put them back on top in 
the fourth quarter. “We kept 
shooting ourselves in the foot 
with drive-stalling penalties,” 

said Ely Head Coach Louie 
Gerzin. 

It was the second game 
in a row that Ely’s offense 
showed an ability to move the 
ball, even if the team again 
struggled to find the end zone. 

Exact stats weren’t available 
as of press time, according 
to Gerzin, but he said Alex 
Merriman led the team in 
rushing with about 80 yards 
on the night. Eaton added 
about 30 yards rushing and 

20 yards receiving, including 
two touchdowns.

Eaton and Jesse Oelke 
led on defense with 12 tackles 
apiece, while Alex Merriman 
added eight tackles. 

The Wolves, now 1-2 on 

the season, were set to host 
Chisholm Friday night. 

the match. But the ‘Hawks 
came back in the third set, 
winning 25-21 and cruised to 
a 25-16 win in set four. But 
the Mariners rebounded in set 
five, taking it 15-10 to claim 
the match. 

“It’s so great we were 
able to come back, but we just 
couldn’t finish it,” said NER 
Head Coach Misty Roseth.

Else Bee racked up 11 
kills, four blocks, and 18 digs 
in the match, while Maizy 

Sundblad posted 12 kills, 
three blocks, and 22 set assists. 
Danica Sundblad went 16-16 
from the serving line while 
posting a team high 23 digs. 
Kaydence Hancock notched 7 
kills and went 11-11 serving, 
while Peyton Roseth added 
five kills and 11 digs.  Chloe 
Janeksela tallied 17 digs. 

Tuesday’s loss was the 
week’s only disappointment 
as the ‘Hawks looked strong 
as they  notched back-to-back 

wins at home earlier in 
the week, downing Duluth-
Marshall on Saturday and 
Cook County on Monday. 

“We are continuing to do 
great things defensively,” said 
Coach Roseth after Monday 
night’s 3-1 win over the 
Vikings. “As long as we keep 
putting the ball away, we stay 
on top of each set.”

The ‘Hawks racked up 
an impressive 50 kills in 
the hard-fought match with 

Cook County, winning 25-19, 
25-18, 28-30, and 25-21. Bee 
tallied 15 kills, 24 digs, and 
went a perfect 11-11 from the 
serving line. Roseth notched 
14 kills and 20 digs, while 
setter Maizy Sundblad tallied 
14 kills and 23 assists. Danica 
Sundblad added 17 digs and 
matched Bee’s 11-11 record 
in serving. Janeksela added 
16 digs.

The ’Hawks won another 
close home contest on Saturday 

as they outpaced Duluth-
Marshall 25-21, 25-21, 22-25, 
and 25-22. 

“It was an amazing game 
for our seniors,” said Roseth. 
“They got a lot of help from the 
underclassmen as well. Their 
defense Saturday night was 
top notch, with longer rallies.”

Bee again led the way 
offensively for the ‘Hawks 
with 18 kills, along with 19 
digs. Roseth added six kills 
and 12 digs, while Maizy 

Sundblad added three kllls 
and 26 set assists. Janeksela 
posted four kills and 11 digs, 
while Danica Sundblad added 
20 digs. Hancock tallied six 
kills while Anna Mancini 
added four.

The ‘Hawks are set to 
face Rock Ridge on Saturday 
in Eveleth. They’ll be back 
home to face North Woods 
next Thursday. 

NIGHTHAWKS..Continued from page 1B

eight digs. Sophomore setter 
Gretta Lowe added 23 assists 
and five digs on the night. 

The 11-0 Wolves will put 
their unbeaten streak to its 

toughest test this weekend, 
when they face several of the 
state’s top Class A teams in 
the annual Minnesota High 
School Volleyball Showcase, 

to be played at the Midwest 
Volleyball Warehouse in 
Burnsville. Eight of the 16 
teams competing this weekend 
are currently ranked among 

the top ten Class A teams in 
the state, according to the 
latest Minnesota Volleyball 
Coaches Association poll. The 
participants include last year’s 

Class A volleyball champions 
Russell-Tyler-Ruthton, 2022 
state champions Minneota, 
and 2021 state champions 
Mayer Lutheran, currently 

ranked first in the state.
The Wolves will remain 

on the road next week, heading 
to Duluth on Tuesday to take 
on Marshall. 

the lead to 15-8. It was the last 
significant run of the match, 
as North Woods kept up the 
pressure and pushed the lead 
to ten at the end, claiming the 
match with a 25-15 win.

Grizzlies Head Coach 
Kaileen Redmond used the 
match as an opportunity to 
install a few new wrinkles.

“We were trying out some 
new things offensively, trying 
to get some swings in a few 
other spots and seeing what 
we could do,” she said.

Redmond said she wants 
her team that charge at the net.

“I would like to see our 
whole front row being a little 
more aggressive on the net,” 
she said. “We have to stay 
aggressive and keep the other 

team on their toes. We’re just 
roll shotting and tipping over, 
and that gives them a whole lot 
of time to prepare. We want to 
keep everyone moving.”
Greenway

The Grizzlies were on the 
road last Thursday to take on 
the Greenway Raiders, and 
came away with a solid 3-0 
win. The Raiders presented 
a strong challenge, but the 
Grizzlies were up to the task, 
winning 25-20, 25-18, and 
25-22.
Rock Ridge tourney

Standing at 8-0, this is the 
best season start for a Grizzlies 
team since a 7-0 mark to open 
the 2012 campaign. North 
Woods will try to extend the 
streak on Saturday when they 

play in the eight-team Rock 
Ridge Invitational.

The key to the Grizzlies’ 
prospects in the tourney 
came down to one word for 

Redmond – energy.
“We definitely need to 

keep our energy up,” she said. 
“This team is notorious for 
having slow starts first thing 

in the morning. We have a 
bye in the first round, so I’m 
hoping that little bit of extra 
sleep will help them start off 
real strong and keep their 

energy up throughout the day. 
I like our team dynamic, so as 
long as we can keep that high 
and mighty we’re going to be 
sitting pretty this year.”

NW VBALL...Continued from page 1B

REGIONAL- The Ely 
girls and boys cross country 
teams finished near the top 
of the pack at the Paul Bauer 

Invitational in Grand Rapids 
on Tuesday, scoring fourth 
and fifth-place finishes respec-
tively.

91 runners and 10 schools 
toed the line in the girls race, 
with Molly Brophy topping 

the pack for Ely with a fourth-
place finish with a time of 
21:07.2 for the 5K run. Mattie 
Linday was three spots behind 
in seventh with a time of 
21:39.1. Isabella Macho was 
the other Ely runner finishing 

in the top half of the field, 
placing 28th with a time of 
23:38.6.

Thirteen teams and 108 
runners competed on the boys 
side, and all seven Ely boys 
finished in the top half of the 

field. Caid Chittum led the 
way in 13th place with a time 
of 18:16.3. Silas Slocum came 
in 22nd with a time of 18:43.2. 
Other places and times for 
the Wolves included Otto 
Devine, 31st, 19:03.1; Brooks 

Brenny, 32nd, 19:03.1; Mason 
Kurnava, 38th, 19:12.4; Oliver 
Hohenstein, 41st, 19:14.2; and 
Eli Olson, 19:53.1.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!



ELY- When the log cabin next 
to the Wintergreen retail store 
caught on fire Monday night, Ely 
firefighters had it out before Fire 
Engine One could arrive at the 
scene. The fire in Ely’s downtown 
district was just one block away 
from the city’s fire hall.

Ely’s firefighters were paged at 
8:09 p.m. for a fire reported on the 
porch at the Northern Toboggan Co. 
at 203 E. Sheridan St., next door to 
Wintergreen Northern Wear. 

“The fire was on the outside of 
the building,” said Assistant Fire 
Chief Ryan Callen, who served as 
incident commander. “The fire in-
cluded a planter box,” he said.

“We’re lucky that someone 
called it in right away,” Callen add-
ed. “If the fire had started at mid-
night, I think the outcome would 
have been more dire.”

Firefighters on the depart-
ment’s hummer were the first on 
the scene along with two Ely police 
officers. Using fire extinguishers 
and hoses, the personnel on hand 
had the small fire out quickly. 

The flower box that was on fire 
was detached from the wooden logs 
of the building’s front façade and 
doused on the side lawn. The fire-
fighters used a chainsaw to shave 
burnt wood off the log where the 
flower box was mounted.

Fire Chief David Marshall and 
Callen believe that the likely cause 
of the fire was a cigarette butt left in 
the flower box. The porch of the log 
cabin is a place where passers-by 
often stop in the evening to rest on 
benches and demo models of the 
store’s furniture products.

Both the building at 203 E. 
Sheridan St. and the Wintergreen 
store next door are owned by the 
Northern Goods Company LLC, 
which is the business entity that 

owns Wintergreen Northern Wear.
The Northern Toboggan Com-

pany wasn’t open for business on 
Tuesday after the fire. The staff of 
Wintergreen had the door open and 
a fan set up to air out the smokey 
smell from interior. According to 
the sewing room manager at Win-
tergreen, the store doesn’t open 
every day and operates more like a 
showroom for the toboggan, snow-
shoe, and furniture business also 
owned by Northern Goods Com-
pany.
Ely firefighters doused the 
wooden logs on the front of 
203 E. Sheridan St. where a 
flower box and a small portion 
of the front façade caught fire 
on Monday night. The remains 
of the burnt flower box, which 
the firefighters removed from 
the building’s porch, are on 
the grass in front of Ely Police 
Officer Courtney Olson. photo 
by C. Clark

Judith L. Tomsich
Judith L. “Judy” Tom-

sich, 80, passed away on 
Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in 
Chesterfield, Mich. A Fu-
neral Mass was held on Sat-
urday, Aug. 31 at St. Mary 
Queen of Creation Catholic 
Church in New Baltimore, 
Mich. The family appreci-
ates memorial donations in 
Judith’s name to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, www.stjude.org.

Judy was born on March 
25, 1944, to Linden B. and 
Lorraine A. Semon Burgess 
in Virginia, Minn. She grew 
up in Tower and graduated 
from Tower-Soudan High 
School in 1962. Judy led 
an adventurous life, hav-
ing traveled to all 50 states, 
Canada, and of course, the 
Boundary Waters. Judy was 
appreciated for her amazing 
baking and cooking skills. 
Cakes and truffles, flavored 
with amaretto or rum, were 
her specialties. Her grand-
children were the recipients 
of any style and flavored 
birthday cake they desired. 
Judy instituted Experimental 
Friday where she would try a 
new recipe every week.

Judy was a caregiver 
for two of her friends, and 
their families, who became 
seriously ill, one with cancer 
and one with Guillain-Barre 
syndrome. She became a 
nanny for two families with 
young children. Judy’s deep-
est love was her family. Her 
husband Len, always number 
one with her, was the love of 
her life. “Grammy”, as the 
kids called her, especially 
delighted in her grandchil-
dren. She enjoyed attending 
their sporting events, plays 
and musicals. She took great 

interest in their successes in 
school and college, and get-
ting their first jobs. Most of 
all, she enjoyed their visits 
and just being around them.

Judy’s presence in our 
lives was a blessing. Judy 
will be remembered for her 
kindness and generosity, her 
cheerful nature, her sense of 
humor and infectious laugh, 
and her love of children. 
May she rest in eternal peace 
with much love and laughter 
in heaven.

Judy was the beloved 
wife of 60 loving years 
to her surviving husband, 
Leonard D. Tomsich; the 
loving and devoted mother 
of David (Cathy) Tomsich 
and Michael (Raequel) Tom-
sich; proud grandmother of 
Emma, Aiden, Ainsley, Isa-
bel, Nicholas and Owen; and 
dear sister of Barbara (Bill) 
Durbin, Nancy (Peter) Yapel 
and Gary (Robin) Burgess. 
She is survived by her fa-
vorite Tomsich “outlaws”, 
Barry (Gail Nelson) Tom-
sich, Cathy (Jim) Wright, 
Nancy Larson, Robin Majer-
le and Tim (Lori) Tomsich; 
and many special nieces and 
nephews who loved Judy 
dearly.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Lin 
and Lorraine Burgess; sister, 
Nancy Yapel; brother, Gary 
Burgess; mother- and father-
in-law, Nelmi and Leonard 
Tomsich; and brothers-in-
law, Dick Larson, Rick Tom-
sich and Sheldon Majerle.

Brody J. Horn
Brody Jon Horn, 33, of 

Babbitt, died unexpectedly 
due to injuries sustained in 
an ATV accident on Sunday, 
Sept. 15, 2024, near Babbitt. 
Arrangements are pending 
with Ziemer-Moeglein-Shat-
ava Funeral Home of Gilbert.

Linda A. Rafac
Linda A. Rafac, 75, of 

Embarrass, passed away on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, at 
Essentia Health in Virginia. 
Funeral arrangements are 
pending with Landmark Fu-
neral Home in Virginia.

Jane A. Holm
Jane Anne Mealey 

Holm, 90, of Babbitt, passed 
away at her home on Tues-
day, Sept. 10, 2024, after 
a long battle with cancer. 
A special thank you to Es-
sentia Health Hospice-St. 
Mary’s East Range Team for 

the wonderful care they pro-
vided. A Mass of Christian 
Burial for Jane and her son 
Jim will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 21 at St. 
Pius X Catholic Church in 
Babbitt, with visitation one 
hour before. Burial will be 
at Argo Cemetery following 
the service. A luncheon at the 

church will follow the buri-
al. Arrangements are with 
Landmark Funeral Home in 
Virginia.

She is survived by her 
children, Mary Stalcar, Gay-
le (Tom) Uren, Terry, Mike 
(Susan) and Carolyn; daugh-
ter-in-law, Dawn; 11 grand-
children; 20 great-grandchil-

dren; brother, David Mealey; 
brother-in-law, Kenny Holm; 
sisters-in-law, Phyllis Mea-
ley, Gerry Mealey and Judy 
(Leon) Francisco; nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
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ADVENTURE

 Obituaries and Death Notices

Wintergreen’s toboggan storefront catches fire on Sheridan St.

Friday, Sept. 20, 11-5pm  ................... Glow Run in Whiteside Park

Thursday, Oct. 3, 8am-Noon & 2-6pm ..............Grand Ely Lodge

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 3-7pm ......ISD 696 Parent/Teacher Conferences

Thursday, Oct. 10, 3-7pm ........ISD 696 Parent/Teacher Conferences

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7-9am ................... The HUB on Miners Drive

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 11:30-1pm .................... Ely Senior Center

Thursday, Oct. 24 ..........Business Wellness Days – Call 218-365-8739
to schedule an appointment for your business

Tuesday, Oct. 29 ............Business Wellness Days – Call 218-365-8739
to schedule an appointment for your business

Thursday, Nov. 7, 9am-Noon .................... Babbitt Municipal Gym

FREE FLU SHOTS

(218) 365-8739  •  www.ebch.org  •  328 W. Conan St.  •  Ely, MN 55731 

ELY- With 
ice hockey season 
just weeks away, 
the Ely School 
District is faced 
with a founda-
tion repair at the 
Ely Ice Arena. The assessment of the 
district’s athletic facilities last month 
uncovered cracks and spalling in three 
foundation piers at the arena. The Ely 
School Board held a special meeting 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17, during which 
it gave the go-ahead to Short Elliott 
Hendrickson Inc. to design temporary 
foundation piers and footings to bolster 
the building’s support columns. The 
school board also approved the solic-
itation of bids for the repair.

The assessment documentation on 
the damaged piers noted, “Permanent 

foundation repairs of 
the piers … will not 
be practical before 
winter.” The tem-
porary repair would 
allow the safe use of 
the ice arena during 

the upcoming 2024-25 ice hockey sea-
son. The repair work will ensure the 
stability of the structure even in the 
event of “a design-level snow event or 
heavy snow season.” 

Because of the tight time con-
straints on installing the temporary 
piers and footings, the design work 
and repair must be started as soon as 
possible. The school board convened a 
special meeting on Tuesday instead of 
waiting for the next regular meeting in 
October.

REGIONAL- Timberjay readers have 
no doubt noticed that the leaves have start-
ed to turn. For those who enjoy leaf peep-
ing trips and want to plan their drive for 
maximum color, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has a tool for 
you. It’s called the Fall Color Finder, and 
it’s online at dnr.state.mn.us/fall_colors/
index.html.

The map shows the current and pre-
dicted intensity of leaf colors throughout 
the state. It updates every Thursday during 
September and October at noon. 
The Department of Natural 
Resources Fall Color Map for the 
week of Sept. 17. courtesy of the DNR

Ely Ice Arena repairs approvedDNR offers weekly 
fall color updates
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Fall color comes early

Wildflower Watch

This week’s featured flower
PANICLED ASTER

The Panicled Aster, Symphyotrichum 
lanceolatum, is one of the most common 
white asters in our region. The other common 
variety is the Flat-topped Aster, which has 
small (less than half an inch) cream-colored 
flowers that grow in a flat-topped cluster. 

The Panicled Aster sports blossoms that 
are bright white and grow in a much looser 
arrangement than its flat-topped relative. 
It can be told from other white asters by 
its relatively long, narrow leaves  that are 
typically no wider than half an inch. 

This variety of aster can be found 
blooming right into October. 

Dry weather 
returns to area

Dry weather, early September cool snap combine for a sneak peak

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

THE CHANGING SEASONS WEATHER

Bear hunters having one of their best seasons in years
HUNTING

See DRYNESS...pg. 5B

R E G I O N A L —  B e a r 
hunters have recorded one of 
their best seasons in decades 
this year as bears, hungry from 
limited natural foods, have 
found hunters’ baits irresistible 
in many cases. Bear hunters 
typically use baits to lure bears 
into view of their stands.

Hunters had registered 
2,600 bears through the first 
nine days of the season. “That’s 

a big jump from last year,” 
said Tower area DNR wildlife 
manager Jessica Holmes. “It’s 
mostly explained by the poor 
food conditions reported.”

Last year at the same time, 
hunters had registered just 
1,082 bears, although unusu-
ally warm conditions last year 
likely contributed to the slow 
start. Temperatures were more 
seasonable for the first of the 
season this year, although 
summer-like heat returned for 
the second week of the season.

Hunters found success 

early on this year, registering 
nearly 1,200 bears on the first 
day of the season. “The most 
we’ve seen in a single day going 
back 20 years was 798 in 2007,” 
said Holmes. 

Typically, about 60-70 
percent of the harvest is reported 
in the first week of the season. 
“At this point it may be too 
early to predict total harvest, 
but we’re likely going to end up 
near 3,500 bears on the season,” 
said Holmes. 

Registrations by bear man-
agement units in northeastern 

Minnesota include:
BMU 22 – 1 bear 
BMU 24 – 45 bears
BMU 25 – 177 bears
BMU 31 – 201 bears.
At the same point last year, 

hunters had registered 0, 20, 
146, and 107 bears in those same 
management units respectively.

The bear season continues 
through Sunday, Oct. 13.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— I f 
you’re hoping to 
enjoy the peak of the 

fall colors this year across 
northeastern Minnesota, 
you’d better get out soon. A 
combination of several cool 
nights in early September, 
including light frost, along 
with abundant sunshine so 
far this month has sparked 
a pronounced color change 
a bit earlier than usual. 

Brian Feldt, area forest-
ry supervisor with the Tower 
area DNR, puts the change 
about a week-to-
ten days ahead 
of the average. 
Typically,  the 
region sees two 
fall color peaks, 
with the maples 
peaking f i rs t , 
usually around 
t h e  t h i r d  t o 
fourth week of 
September. The 
aspen and birch 
peak generally 
follows about a 
week-to-ten days 
later. 

But many maples were 
already at or nearing peak 
color as of mid-Septem-
ber this year and even 
some aspen and birch were 
beginning to turn. The fall 
color portion of the DNR’s 
website this week showed 
that virtually all of St. Louis 
County was experiencing 
significant color change, 
compared to only about half 
at the same time last year 
and none during the same 
period in 2022.

Feldt said the early 

September chill combined 
with the abundant sunshine 
is likely behind the early 
change. That’s because 

the chlorophyll 
that gives leaves 
their green color 
breaks down in 
the fall, and cooler 
temperatures at 
night and sun-
shine during the 
day tend to speed 
up that process. 
As the chlorophyll 
breaks down, other 
phytochemicals, 
like carotenoids 
and anthocya-

nins, which reflect yellows, 
oranges, and reds, come 
into the foreground, giving 
leaves their “fall” color. 

This year’s color change 
is not only early in our 
region, Feldt said it has the 
potential to be particularly 
dramatic, thanks to the wet 
summer, which typically 
encourages more robust 
foliage. “I think we could see 
some very brilliant colors 
this year,” he said. 

But an early change 
could mean an earlier than 
usual leaf fall. So, get out 
and enjoy the colors while 
they last. 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Right: A brown-tinted black 
bear is lit by a setting sun. 
Bear registrations are up 
sharply this year. 

REGIONAL— Drought is creep-
ing back into the picture in northeastern 
Minnesota as above-average temperatures 
and limited precipitation in recent weeks 
has parched soils and elevated fire danger.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 
the entire Arrowhead is now classified as 
“abnormally dry,” the lowest level of drought 
category. Minnesota had been considered 
free of drought as recently as a few weeks 
ago after a wetter than normal start to the 
summer. 

Much of that rain fell in a single event 
on June 18, when many parts of the region 
saw anywhere from three to eight inches of 
intense rainfall, which caused significant 
overland flooding. Rainfall in July was close 

Areas 
shaded in 
yellow are 
considered  
abnormally 
dry.

image courtesy 
US Drought 

Monitor

Above: Many area maples, 
like these, exploded into color 
late last week, about ten days 
earlier than usual.

Right: Even the big-toothed 
aspen were changing colors, 
about two weeks ahead of 
schedule. 

Lower right: The furrowed 
trunk of aspen contrasts with 
a backdrop of orange and red 
maple leaves. 



to average, but since Aug. 1, 
rainfall has been running only 
about 60 percent of normal and 
minimal rain has fallen so far 
in September. Many report-
ing stations in the region, 
including Ely, Embarrass, 
and Cook, had seen less than 
two-tenths of an inch of rain 
in the first two weeks of the 
month— about an inch and a 
half below average. Combined 
with warmer-than-average 
temperatures so far this month, 
conditions have grown dry 
quickly. 

In areas with shallow 
soils, the impact of what is 
essentially a flash drought 

has been dramatic, with many 
trees experiencing early color 
change and leaf wilt. The dry 
conditions have led to high 
fire danger across much of 
central St. Louis County, while 

conditions remain listed as 
moderate in northern St. Louis 
County. The area with high fire 
danger includes the Mesabi 
Iron Range north to Bear River 
and Sturgeon Township, east 

to Pike Township.
Lake and river levels are 

also falling quickly, particular-
ly in central St. Louis County, 
where the St. Louis River 
is now well below its Q90, 

which means it’s lower than at 
present less than ten percent of 
the time. In northern St. Louis 
County, the Little Fork River’s 
flow fell 25 percent in the past 
week and is now below its Q75 

level. With a similar decline 
this week, the Little Fork could 
well reach the Q90 stage by 
early next week. The DNR 
issues updated stream flow 
levels every Monday. 

DRYNESS...Continued from page 4B
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Outdoors briefly
TESTING THE WATERS

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi    Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn. Tower    Hi    Lo    Prec.    Sn.
09/09     77    42     0.00      
09/10     82    41     0.00      
09/11     79    49     0.00      
09/12     81    48     0.00      
09/13     83    49     0.00     
09/14     81    54     0.00      
09/15     80    59     0.00 
YTD Total     23.51     

09/09     82    45     0.00      
09/10     81    55     0.00      
09/11     77    54     0.00      
09/12     82    52     0.00      
09/13     81    59     0.00     
09/14     81    59     0.00      
09/15     82    64     0.00                           
YTD Total                NA 

09/09     77    51     0.00      
09/10     83    51     0.00      
09/11     80    55     0.00      
09/12     78    56     0.00      
09/13     82    55     0.01     
09/14     81    55     0.00      
09/15     83    62     0.00   
YTD Total     23.95         

09/09     76    48     0.00      
09/10     81    55     0.00      
09/11     80    54     0.00      
09/12     79    58     0.00      
09/13     83    54     0.00     
09/14     75    48     0.00      
09/15     79    48     0.00    
YTD Total    22.57      
     

09/09     77    42     0.00      
09/10     81    42     0.00      
09/11     80    48     0.00      
09/12     80    48     0.00      
09/13     84    51     0.00     
09/14     81    55     0.00      
09/15     79    55     0.00 
YTD Total              24.60     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

73  51 74  51  65  47 64  4665  47

A young bull moose appears to playfully spar with a much larger bull, both still in velvet in this Aug. 6 trail camera image 
captured somewhere along the 200 Rd., south of the Echo Trail.  The camera owner asked not to be identified but wanted to 
share the exciting image with readers. The moose rut will get underway in earnest in mid-October. 

REGIONAL— Young 
people hoping to get started 
hunting this fall will want to 
make note of a couple upcom-
ing special hunts, including 
one happening statewide this 
weekend.

Youth hunting opportuni-
ties and dates this fall that are 
in addition to regular hunting 
seasons include:

Take a Kid Hunting 
Weekend – Sept. 21-22. Adult 
Minnesota residents accompa-
nied by a youth under age 16 
may hunt small game without 
a license. Hunting regulations 
are available on the Minnesota 
DNR website (mndnr.gov/
regulations/hunting).

Youth deer season – 
Oct. 17-20. Statewide season 
for youth ages 10-17. Youth 

ages 10-13 must be accom-
panied by an adult parent, 
guardian or mentor. More 
information is available on the 
Minnesota DNR youth deer 
season webpage (mndnr.gov/
hunting/deer/youth.html).

For firearms hunting, 
young people generally need 
to complete required firearms 
safety training, or go hunting 
using the apprentice hunter 
validation, a short-term exclu-
sion to the requirement for 
completing hunter firearms 
safety training that can be pur-
chased where hunting licenses 
are sold. More information 
about both is available on the 
Minnesota DNR learn to hunt 
page (mndnr.gov/gohunting/
start-hunting.html).

You can Take a Kid Hunting 
for free this weekend

Regular waterfowl season 
opens this weekend

R E G I O N A L —
Minnesota’s regular water-
fowl hunting season opens 
a half-hour before sunrise 
this Saturday, Sept. 21, and 
the Department of Natural 
Resources is reminding 
hunters about season dates, 
regulations and changes to 
stamp requirements in effect 
this season.

New this year, electron-
ically issued federal stamps 
are now valid for the entire 
season. Pictorial stamps will 
be mailed to purchasers after 
the close of waterfowl seasons. 
The stamps are available 
through the Minnesota DNR 
electronic licensing system, 
in person or online (mndnr.
gov/buyalicense), and cost 

$29 per stamp. Federal duck 
stamps are also still available 
from local post offices. Federal 
duck stamps are required for 
all hunters ages 16 and older. 
Waterfowl hunters must also 
possess a small game license, 
state waterfowl stamp valida-
tion and Harvest Information 
Program certification. The 
state waterfowl stamp val-
idation costs $7.50 and is a 
requirement is for residents 
ages 18 to 64 and nonresidents 
ages 16 and older.

Full season dates and 
hunting regulations are 
available in the Minnesota 
Wa t e r f o w l  H u n t i n g 
Regulations booklet, available 
wherever hunting and fishing 
licenses are sold.

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts
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EMPLOYMENT

RETAIL MANAGEMENT 
Looking for motivated individuals 
with management backgrounds. 

 Competitive Pay 
 Health Insurance, 
    Dental, Vision, Life, etc
 401k & 401k Match
 Family Owned

Apply: 
www.luckysevengeneralstores.com/employment

9/20

Subscribe Today • 218-753-2950

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Legal notices are online 
each week at timberjay.com 
www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Position: Contract and 
Procurement Manager 

Closes:  09/30/2024

Position Purpose: The Contract Manager 
will be responsible for overseeing con-
tracts and agreements made by the Tribal 
Government with other entities. The suc-
cessful candidate will manage the Tribal 
Government’s contracting with vendors 
and contracted employees, ensure that 
contracts are in place when needed, and 
develop and implement a comprehensive 
contract development and tracking system 
to promote Tribal Government compliance 
with all relevant laws, regulations, and pro-
curement policies.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 
Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 

paid holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance 
● LTD ● Voluntary Benefits available by 

payroll deduction
 

Website Address: 
https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2024

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS 

DISTRICT COURT  
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT  
NO. 69DU-CV-22-2370 

LAND TITLE SUMMONS 
IN APPLICATION FOR 
REGISTRATION OF LAND  

In the Matter of the 
Application of VIP 2 LLC, 
a Minnesota limited liability 
company, to register the title 
to  the following described 
real estate situated in St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, 
namely:  

Lot Nine (9), Block Two (2), 
Aviator’s Field Addition to 
Hibbing, St. Louis  County, 

Minnesota.  

Applicant vs. Shirley A. 
Hertel; Patricia A. Rediske; 
Michelle Christenson; First 
National Bank of Omaha;  
Western National Bank; City 
of Hibbing; and also all heirs 
and devisees of any of the 
above-named persons  who 
are deceased; and all other 
persons or parties unknown, 
claiming any right, title, 
estate, lien or interest  in the 
real estate described in the 
Application or amendments 
herein, Defendants. 
 
THE STATE OF 
MINNESOTA TO 
THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS:  

You are hereby sum-
moned and required to 
answer the Application 
of the Applicants in the 
above-entitled  proceed-
ing and to file your answer 
to the said Application in 
the office of the District 
Court Administrator  in said 
County, within 20 days after 
service of this Summons 
upon you exclusive of the 
day of such service,  and 
if you fail to answer the 
Application within the time 
aforesaid, the Applicants in 
this proceeding will  apply 
to the Court for the relief 
demanded therein.  

Witness, District Court 
Administrator of said Court,  
and the seal thereof, at 

Duluth, in said County, this 
4th day of September, 2024 

By Paula R. Watsula, 
Deputy

Attorney for Applicant  
Name: Gary C. Dahle  
Address: 2704 Mounds 
View Blvd Mounds View, 
MN 55112   
Telephone: 763-780-8390 
Fax: 763-780-1735  
Attorney Registration No.: 
218947  
Email: garydahlelaw.com 

Published in the Timberjay, 
Sept. 13, 20 & 27, 2024

Office & Administrative 
Specialist, Intermediate

Permanent, Full-Time

The Department of Iron Range Resources 
and Rehabilitation is seeking to fill the 
permanent, full-time (1.0 FTE) position 
of Office & Administrative Specialist, 
Intermediate.

This position assists in the coordina-
tion of division activities and promotion 
of teamwork for the efficient functioning 
of the Facilities and Operations Division 
and other agency departments. This posi-
tion also provides additional administra-
tive support to the Executive Aide to the 
Commissioner and Business Recruitment 
team. The incumbent provides receptionist 
and front-line services for the agency
and its customers.

This position is located in Eveleth, MN and 
is in-office five (5) days a week.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID: 80095

Application deadline: October 7, 2024

GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE! Full time 
positions are eligible for low cost medical 
and dental insurance, employer-paid life 
insurance, short-term and long-term dis-
ability, pre-tax flexible spending accounts, 
retirement plan, tax-deferred compensa-
tion, sick leave, paid personal days.

AA/EOE, Veteran Friendly  9/27

Position: Marketing/
Development Coordinator

Closes: 10/01/2024

Position Purpose: The Marketing/
Development Coordinator is responsible for 
developing and implementing fundraising, 
marketing, sales and event promotional 
strategies to generate revenue streams in 
support of Bois Forte Tribal Community 
Radio and its mission. The incumbent must 
identify and develop relationships with ser-
vice area organizations and businesses 
supportive of KBFT’s mission and pro-
gramming. This position leads the station’s 
membership drive planning team.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 
Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 

paid holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance 
● LTD ● Voluntary Benefits available by 

payroll deduction
 

Website Address: 
https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 20 & 27, 2024

ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
POSITION OPENING

Bus/Van Driver
Ely Public School District is looking for a 
Bus/Van Driver for the 2024-2025 school 
year. We are an EC - Grade 12 district, 
seeking an energetic, self-starting, per-
sonable, and highly motivated individual. 
Background check required.

Required Qualifications:
 Minnesota Class B driver’s license
 Must have good driving record
 Pre-employment drug test required

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave and personal days 
 PERA retirement

Application available at: 
www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include 
the following:
 District Non-Licensed Application
 Resume
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: 
Ely Public Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 
600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or email 
lwestrick@ely.12.mn.us

Starting Rate of Pay: $22.56/hour
Hours:  3-4 hours/day, Student contact 
days
Deadline to apply: September 30, 2024; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 20 & 27, 2024

NOTICE TO VOTERS IN MAIL BALLOT 
PRECINCTS IN ST. LOUIS COUNTY

2024 STATE GENERAL ELECTION VOTING PROCEDURES 
Voters residing in most unorganized areas within St. Louis County, and the Townships of 
Brevator, Eagles Nest, Floodwood, Ness, Owens, Prairie Lake, and Willow Valley, and 
the Cities of Floodwood, Iron Junction, Leonidas, and McKinley will vote as MAIL BALLOT 
precincts in 2024.  MAIL BALLOT precinct areas are indicated by the shaded areas on the 
adjoining map.

Unorganized areas NOT voting by MAIL BALLOT include:
Unorganized 14 (T57-R16)  Votes at Lakeland Fire Hall,4667 Vermilion Trl, Gilbert, MN
Unorganized 15 (T60-R18)  Votes at Sand Lake Chapel, 9038 Biss Rd, Britt, MN 
Unorganized 16 (T60-R19)  Votes at Sand Lake Chapel, 9038 Biss Rd, Britt, MN
Unorganized 17 (T56-R16)  Votes at Makinen Community Center, 6601 Wilson Rd,   
        Makinen MN
Unorganized 18 (T59-R16)  Votes at Pike Town Hall, 6862 Hwy 68, Embarrass, MN
Unorganized 24 (T64-R12 and R13, T65- R13 and R14)  
       Votes at Morse Town Hall, 911 S Central Ave, Ely, MN

Notice of State General Election: November 5, 2024.  All persons registered to vote on 
September 20, 2024, in MAIL BALLOT precincts will automatically be sent a ballot at least 14 
days prior to the election.  If you are registered to vote and do not receive a ballot by October 
22, 2024, please contact the Auditor’s Office at one of the locations listed below.

Voted ballots may be returned by mail (stamped return envelopes are included with each 
MAIL BALLOT packet) or in person at one of the below listed locations.  All returned ballots 
MUST BE RECEIVED by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day at one of the below listed Auditor’s Office 
locations.  Assistive voting equipment and witnessing of signatures is also available at the 
Auditor’s Offices.

NOTE:  If you live in one of the mail ballot areas and are eligible to vote but are not 
currently registered, you may apply to the Auditor’s Office in person or by mail for 
ballots and registration materials.

Auditor, St. Louis County Courthouse  Virginia Government Services Building
100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 214 or 201 South 3rd Ave West
Duluth, MN  55802      Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 726-2385       (218) 749-7104

Email questions:  elections@stlouiscountymn.gov

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 PM
 
Extended Hours for Mail Ballot Voting
Saturday, October 26, 2024      9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, October 29, 2024         8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 2, 2024       9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 3, 2024         9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 4, 2024         8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The polling place will be at:

St. Louis County Courthouse    Virginia Government Services
100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 214 or Building
Duluth, MN  55802      201 South 3rd Ave West
          Virginia, MN  55792 

The polls will be open:
State General Election:  Tuesday, November 5, 2024 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

NANCY NILSEN, ST. LOUIS COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER
By: Phil Chapman, Deputy Auditor/Elections Supervisor

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 20, 2024

Map Created:
Source: St. Louis County, Minnesota

100 N 5th Ave W, Rm 214
Duluth, MN 55802
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/

N

Prepared By:

Disclaimer: This is a compilation of records as they appear in
the St. Louis County Offices affecting the area shown. This
drawing is to be used only for reference purposes and the

County is not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained.

Copyright St. Louis County. All Rights Reserved.
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Mail Ballot Precincts
Minnesota Statute Section 204B.14
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SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person 
meetings, Wednesdays & 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
First Lutheran Church, 915 E 
Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every 
Monday at 4:45 p.m. at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon 
Family Group is a communi-
ty-based mutual support pro-
gram for the friends and fam-
ilies of alcoholics. It is confi-
dential and open to anyone 
affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts 
an Al-Anon group on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 218-984-
2037. 

AA MEETING IN COOK- 
Sunday Night Big Book Group 
meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, 
Cook, at 7:00 pm Sunday. 
For information call 218-666-
2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN 
COOK - Ashawa Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 231 2nd 
St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. This meeting is for 
families and friends of alco-
holics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Community Church, 1515 E 
Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, 
give yourself a break. There 
is a way out with the help of 
other recovering addicts in 
Narcotics Anonymous.  We 
have been there. For meet-
ing or other information call 
218-728-3199. (Narcotics 
Anonymous is a non-profit 
organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS- East Range 
meetings and information, 
call 218-749-3387 or www.
district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

PET CREMATION
Go onl ine to 
VermilionPetCremation.com 
or call 218-780-8069 for pet 
cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investi-
gating ads placed in the classified section. If you 
respond to an ad, we urge you to use the same 
care and prudence that you would use when con-
ducting business in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  Classified ads 

can be run a second time at half price (private parties only). 
We now accept payment by Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. 

Call your ad in to 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by 
the “inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

M-F: 8:30-5:30; Sat: 8:30-5
Sun: 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

SEWING
ALTERATION & CREATION- 
“I Fix Everything!” 25 years 
experience. Call 218-404-
9488.  10/11

PUPPIES
AKC Golden Retriever pup-
pies, ready for their forev-
er homes October 15th. 
They will be vet checked, 
dewormed and 1st round of 
vaccines. $950 with limited 
registration Deposit required 
to hold a puppy. Text or leave 
message with Charity 
218-410-6373, or email 
charityross79@gmail.com 
located in Tower. 10/4



Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

FIREPLACE
SALES & SERVICE

Contact us for
Fireplaces, Stove & 
Chimney Products,

Installations, Inspections
and Repair

218-365-5013
hearthsidecorner@citlink.net
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Let these professionals 
help with your next home 

improvement project

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off
Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

Fall Project Headquarters
• Shingles
• Siding
• Paint
• Lumber
• Hardware
• Tools

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

52 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Cement Trucks, Septic-Pumping Trucks,
Dump Truck Service, Building Materials, 

Dirt, Well-Drilling Equipment,
Propane Delivery,

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of the
Lake Vermilion Area

Trusted. Local. Experts

218-800-ROOF • Insured • License #BC785662
ROOFING.com

Premium Lake Vermilion Location 
1/2 mile to Oak Narrows Public Access

Safe, Secure and Accessible 24/7 Year-round
• Multiple Sizes Available • 

Units with 11’ Wide Doors & Outlet Inside

oaknarrowsstorage.com
Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
info@cookbuildingcenter.com

LUXURY VINYL FLOORING
“You deserve quality and beauty!”

Stop in to see our 
full-line display!

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

40% OFF
EVERYTHING!!!

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

YOUR Comfort is OUR Priority

WE’LL PUT OUR HEADS TOGETHER...
TO FIND THE PERFECT PRODUCTS FOR YOUR HOME!

Rugs • Carpet 
Hardware

Cabinets • Countertops
Flooring • Tile • Ceramic

Bathrooms • & More!

FUNERAL SERVICES
Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/15/2024 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

• Offering •
Marine Engine Repair & Service, 

Boat Repair & Rigging,
and Welding & Fabrication

Must Call to Make Appointment
NO WALK INS  

Call Kyle at 218-235-3952


