
ELY— It’s been 30 years 
since the founding of Ely’s 
Harvest Moon Festival and 
the early autumn event has 
recently been getting some of 
the recognition it deserves. For 
the second year in a row, the 
Harvest Moon Festival is one 
of the top 20 finalists for this 
year’s USA Today ten-best fall 
festivals list. 

Voting for the top-ten- 

best fall festivals runs through 
Monday, Sept. 9, at 1 p.m. 
Cast your vote at 10best.
usatoday.com/awards/travel/
best-fall-festival-2024 or use 
the QR code on the signs posted 
throughout Whiteside Park 
during this weekend’s festival.

“The public can help by 
scanning the QR codes around 
the park and voting,” said 
Kristen Switajewski, festival 

coordinator. “In addition, we 
have an option for the public 
to select their favorite food 
vendor using QR code voting. 
Food vendor voting closes on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m., 
and awards are announced on 
Sunday morning.” 

This year’s festival hours 
are Friday and Saturday, Sept. 
6 – 7, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and 
Sunday, Sept. 8 from 10 a.m. – 3 

p.m. in Whiteside Park. Maps 
for the layout of vendors and 
food trucks is printed on 1B of 
this week’s paper and will be 
posted on the ely.org website.

The 2024 Harvest Moon 
Festival features many long-
time favorites, including 
Burly Babe, Smokey Photo, 
Waters Edge Art, and Leather 

REGIONAL— Nearly two 
dozen forest roads within the 
Superior National Forest remained 
closed as of this week, and those 
closures could impact access to 
many parts of the forest as the fall 
hunting season gets underway. 

The road closures remain in 
effect in the wake of the June 18 

storm which brought torrential 
rains to the region, causing flooding 
and severe damage to many roads 
and trails in the region. While the 
forest service has made some prog-
ress in repairing access roads, the 
number of closed roads has actually 
increased since the closures were 
first announced on June 21. 

“It can seem kind of mindbog-
gling that we had 21 roads closed in 
June and 23 now,” acknowledged 

Superior National Forest spokes-
person Tyce Velde. He said forest 
service staff recently completed a 
field audit of the road system to 
better assess the condition of the 
extensive forest road system on the 
three-million-acre national forest 
and said that effort helped to refine 
the extent of the damage. He said 
the new roads added to the list had 
effectively been closed due to their 
condition, but simply hadn’t been 

officially listed.
While a handful of roads have 

been reopened since the June storm, 

 Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

IMBERJAY
Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989 $150

                                             

  VOL. 35,  ISSUE 35                     September 6, 2024

Inside:
Take a Vet Fishing... See /3
Antique Boat Show... See /12 
Harvest Moon special section... See /1B-3B
Fall Sports underway...See /4B

the

 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Men’s & Women’s Clothing, Shoes 40% OFF
PIRAGIS OUTLET STORE

Fantastic new 2024 Inventory including accessories, gear, more.
Save 40% on everything, every day.

DON’T FORGET OUR EXCELLENT INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE

T

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See..DAMAGE pg. 10

Public can vote on national paper’s top-ten list

Right: A major washout 
along Forest Road 113 on the 
Laurentian District was one 
of many experienced on the 
Superior National Forest from 
the June 18 rainstorm. 

First day fun Top left: Third-grader 
Bristol Glass is all 
smiles for the first 
day of classes at 
North Woods.

Top: Members of the 
Tower-Soudan first 
grade charge out of 
the building for a 
morning “walk.”

Right: Tower-Soudan 
first grader Brooks 
Anderson shows off 
his new front teeth.

Left: Students 
at Washington 
Elementary in Ely 
check out their new 
lockers. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL
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ISD 2142 
bus driver 
arrested for 
DUI while 
with students

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Forest road repair going slowly on the Superior
STORM DAMAGE
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Harvest Moon among USA Today’s top-20 best fall festivals
FESTIVALS

REGIONAL- A bus driver for the 
St. Louis County Schools was arrested 
early Wednesday for driving while 
intoxicated with students on board, 
authorities said.

Deputies arrested South Ridge 
School bus driver Anthony Israelson, 44, 
after receiving a tip from a concerned 
citizen just after midnight, the sheriff’s 
office said. They were concerned that 
Israelson was highly intoxicated and 
would not be sober by morning when 
he would likely begin his route.

Deputies contacted Israelson at his 
home around 6 a.m. He told them he 
was not working that day, according 
to authorities. However, shortly after 
7 a.m., the school district notified 
deputies that Israelson had started his 
route. Deputies located the bus on 
Independence Rd., north of Seville 
Rd., and pulled it over without inci-
dent. A preliminary breath test showed 
a blood alcohol concentration of 0.16, 
authorities said. That’s twice the current 

See...ARREST pg. 9
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 Community notices LIVE MUSIC

EMBARRASS

WILDERNESS

Community Night Out set for Sunday, Sept. 8

Timber Hall upcoming events
EMBARRASS- Volunteers are needed for two upcom-

ing work days at Timber Hall, on Sept. 15 and 29 at 10 a.m. 
Any additional help is appreciated for many little projects 
at the property.

Karate North will be resuming classes at Timber Hall 
starting on Sept. 16. Beginner classes are on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. at Timber Hall. Contact William 
at 218-750-3484 for information.

Outdoor movie night set for Saturday, Sept. 21 at dusk. 
Snacks will be available for purchase. Bring your chair, 
blankets, and pillows to enjoy a nostalgic movie outdoors at 
Timber Hall.

Pancake breakfasts will resume starting the first Sat-
urday in October. Cost is $7 for adults and $4 for children 
6-10, with children 5 and under free. Breakfast is served 
from 8 – 11 a.m.

Plan ahead for the fall jigsaw puzzle competition on 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at 11:30 a.m. Teams of four compete to 
complete a 500 piece puzzle in the fastest time. All teams 
are given the same puzzle (part of the registration fee). Pre-
registration is required, must be 13 or older. Cost is $5 per 
person or $20 for a team of four. Contact Sue at 218-750-
2718 prior to the event to register. Participants can bring 
gently-used puzzles for a puzzle swap.

AAUW/Rotary to host District 3A and Ely 
City Council candidate forums

ELY –The public is 
invited to two candidate 
forums, the first on Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, from 7 to 8:30 pm, 
and the second on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, from 7 to 8:30 pm, 
in the theater at Minnesota 
North College-Vermilion 
Campus. The first will feature 
the candidates for MN House 

District 3A and the second the candidates running for Ely 
City Council.  The events are hosted by American Associa-
tion of University Women (AAUW) Ely Branch and the Ely 
Rotary Club.

On Sept. 17, three candidates, incumbent Republican 
Roger Skraba and challengers Harley Droba, Democrat, and 
Rich Tru, Independent, will face off for the two-year term.  

On Sept. 24, four candidates, two incumbents, Jerome 
DeBeltz and Paul Kess, and challengers Frederica Mus-
grave and Emily Roose will contend for the opportunity 
to serve one of the three available Council positions.  The 
third challenger, John Lahtonen, declined to participate.

The questions that will be asked of the candidates in 
both forums have been solicited from voters in the city of 
Ely and MN House District 3A.

The general election takes place on Nov. 5, 2024. Mail-
in voting begins on Oct. 15. Anyone seeking an absentee 
ballot should go to https://mnvotes.gov.  

In addition to the live forum, the event will be available 
to view later on Ely TV Midco Channel 11.  

Healthy Aging Month info in September 
REGIONAL— The population of older adults in the 

U.S. is steadily increasing,  and people are living longer 
than ever before. September is Healthy Aging Month, a 
time to  celebrate the positive aspects of aging and ex-
plore ways to enhance the wellbeing of older  individuals. 
Healthy aging encompasses maintaining and improving 
physical, mental, spiritual,  financial and social health. 

The University of Minnesota Extension Department of 
Family, Health and Wellbeing invites  anyone who is aging 
and those who support older adults to visit z.umn.edu/
HealthyAgingMonth to access resources and register for 
free webinars covering topics such as: 

 Health care directives 
 Transferring non-titled property 
 Preventing financial exploitation 
 Medicine cabinet safety 
 Scams targeted at older adults 
Our minds and bodies undergo countless changes as we 

age, but embracing a healthy lifestyle  can help us navigate 
through these transformations with grace and vigor. 

Mesabi Community Band Announces 
2024-25 Season

EVELETH- The Mesabi Community Band, under the 
direction of Bill Lavato and Larry Baker, announces the 
50th season of performing concerts in the Iron Range area.  
The band is inviting all area musicians to join us for our 
first rehearsal on Thursday, Sept. 12. at 6:30 p.m., at the 
historic Eveleth City Auditorium.  Please show up with 
your instrument, and a music stand, to join in the fun.  If 
you have any questions, please call Holly at 218-780-0980.

EMBARRASS- Sisu 
Heritage of Embarrass is 
celebrating their annual 
Community Night Out on 
Sunday, Sept. 8 from 4-6:30 
p.m. at the historic Seita-
niemi Homestead. Come for 
a free outdoor concert and a 
tour of the restored house-
barn at this family-friendly 
event. Music will be pro-
vided by Bill Maxwell and 
Cowboy Angel Blue. Bring 
your own blanket or lawn 
chair. Chili, cornbread, pie 
and coffee will be available. 

This concert is host-
ed by Sisu Heritage, Inc. 
and generously sponsored 

by Embarrass-Vermillion 
Credit Union, Dirty Dog 
Manufacturing, C&C Wing-
er Construction, Lakehead 
Constructors and Trapline 
Convenience Store.

Freewill donations are 
gladly accepted. Proceeds 
go to Sisu’s restoration proj-
ects in Embarrass and the 
surrounding area. The Seit-
aniemi Homestead is locat-
ed on Comet Road in Waa-
sa, between Embarrass and 
Babbitt. Watch for signs on 
Hwy 21. Call 218-984-3012 
or visit sisuheritage.org for 
more information.

ELY- Ely’s vibrant arts scene is 
about to get even more electrifying 
with the inaugural Portageland Music 
Festival arriving in Ely this weekend. 
The locally sponsored event will run 
concurrently with the Harvest Moon 
Festival. 

The festival boasts a diverse line-
up of some of the finest musical acts 
the region has to offer. The music kicks 
off on Friday, Sept. 6, at Ely’s Historic 
State Theater, with performances by:

 Marshmallow Chaos at 6 p.m.
 Christopher David Hanson 

Band at 7 p.m.
 Mallrats with their “MTV Un-

plugged 90’s Tribute” at 8 p.m.
On Saturday, the music continues 

in Whiteside Park with acts by:
 The Chick-A-Dee-Dee-Dees at 

10 a.m.
 Van and the Free Candies at 

noon.
 The Roe Family Singers at 2 

p.m.
 Morning Bird at 4 p.m.
 Salty Dog at 6 p.m.
 Duluth Transit Authority at 8 

p.m. at the Ely State Theater.
The festival will then return to 

Ely’s Historic State Theater at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday for an evening finale by 
the ever-popular Duluth Transit Au-
thority.

“We’re incredibly excited to bring 
this festival to Ely,” said Ian Francis 

Lah, executive artistic director of the 
Northern Lakes Arts Association. “It’s 
a fantastic opportunity to showcase the 
amazing talent we have in the North 
Country, and to bring our community 
together for a weekend of great music 
and fun.”

The Portageland Music Festival 
was organized by the Northern Lakes 
Arts Association in collaboration 
with Ely’s Historic State Theater and 
Boundary Waters Connect.

Tickets
A full festival pass is $90 for ac-

cess to all performances, which, giv-
en the number of acts, is just $10 per 
concert. “This is an unbeatable value!” 
commented Lah.

A festival pass for just Friday at 
Ely’s Historic State Theater is $35. For 
Saturday’s lineup, at both Whiteside 
Park and Ely’s Historic State Theater, 
a day two pass is $65.  Tickets for the 
Saturday music at Whiteside Park are 
$12. Tickets for the Duluth Transit Au-
thority concert at the State Theater are 

$20. Kids under 12 enter 
free with a passholder.

For more information 
and to secure your passes in 
advance, visit northernlake-
sarts.org/portageland-mu-
sic-festival. 

The Northern Lakes 
Arts Association believes 
that arts jobs are real jobs 

and compensates performing artists as 
the professionals they are. The tick-
et prices for the Portageland Music 
Festival reflect this dedication to fair 
compensation. Every band and artist 
performing is paid at a rate that recog-
nizes their talent, hard work, and the 
vital role they play in the community.

Festival passes will be available 
at the door at both Ely’s Historic State 
Theater and Whiteside Park. Festival 
attendees are encouraged to bring their 
own seating for Whiteside Park. While 
outside in the park, snacks and bever-
ages are welcome, but alcoholic bever-
ages are prohibited. Also, dogs are not 
allowed in Whiteside Park.

“Portageland is not just about the 
music,” Lah commented. “We’re part 
of the Harvest Moon Festival, which 
means there will be plenty of food 
trucks, vendors, and artisans for every-
one to enjoy. It’s going to be a great 
weekend for the whole family.”

Portageland Music Festival this weekend

ELY - The Aldo Leopold Founda-
tion and the U.S. Forest Service-Su-
perior National Forest are presenting 
a public symposium to celebrate and 
advance the evolution of land ethics 
and conservation on Sept. 19-20 in Ely.

This event will launch a newly ex-
panded collaboration between the or-
ganizations to explore the use of tradi-
tional knowledge to inform and inspire 
actions that benefit future generations.  

This two-day event is open to the 
public and will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Minnesota 
North College-Vermilion Campus Fine 
Arts Auditorium, located at 1900 E. 
Camp St., and Friday, Sept. 20, noon to 
4 p.m., at Ely’s Historic State Theater, 
238 E. Sheridan St. Doors open at 11 
a.m. There is no cost for Thursday’s 
program and tickets for Friday will be 
available through the State Theater for 
$10 online or at the door.  

For further information, please 
contact the Aldo Leopold Foundation 
at mail@aldoleopold.org or 608-355-
0279.

The first day, Thursday, Sept. 19, 
will begin at the Minnesota North Col-
lege-Vermilion Campus with a sympo-
sium on the “Past, Present and Future of 

the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wil-
derness.” The program will draw upon 
Indigenous knowledge and western 
scientific understanding of the region 
as well as revisit the efforts of Sigurd 
Olson, commemorate the 75th anniver-
sary of Aldo Leopold’s “A Sand Coun-
ty Almanac,” and the 60th anniversary 
of the passage of the 1964 Wilderness 
Act. This shared historical context will 
provide a forum for thoughtful points 
of view and discussion on wilderness 
and the future of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), 
applying principles of land ethics and 
conservation. 

The second day, Friday, Sept. 20, 
will focus on “Evolving Land Eth-
ics: Advancing Conservation through 
Film, Words and Community” at Ely’s 
Historic State Theater. The program 
is a community partnership with par-
ticipants from the Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa, Aldo Leopold Foundation, 
Listening Point Foundation, Tofte 
Lake Center,  Ely Film Festival, and 
Piragis Northwoods Company.  

The day will feature an introduc-
tion to the Land Ethic Concept by Bud-
dy Huffaker, executive director of the 
Aldo Leopold Foundation, followed by 

a screening of “Green Fire: Aldo Leop-
old and a Land Ethic for Our Time,” an 
Emmy award-winning film that chal-
lenges viewers to consider their rela-
tionship with the land and nature. Cur-
rent short films by filmmakers selected 
for the Ely Film Festival will also be 
shown.  The day concludes with a 
Drum Ceremony presented by artists 
of the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
and a social hour at the State Theater. 

The connection between the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Leopold legacy 
dates back to 1909, when Aldo Leo-
pold joined the Forest Service as one 
of our country’s first professionally 
trained foresters. Born in the Midwest, 
but assigned to the Southwest, Leop-
old was immediately struck by the bi-
ological diversity and wildness of that 
region.  After surveying the Gila Na-
tional Forest, he navigated and negoti-
ated to secure the Gila Wilderness des-
ignation in 1924, two years before the 
first official protection of the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in 
1926. Both would serve as the model 
for the subsequent Wilderness Act 
passed forty years later in 1964. The 
Wilderness System now protects over 
110 million acres across the country. 

U.S. Forest Service and Aldo Leopold Foundation to 
celebrate land ethics and conservation
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ORR - JIM’S ASH TRAIL STORE

MLS#145153 |  $595,000

Don't wait, the door of success is open - step in now! The successful
(and beautiful) convenience store and gas station, which lies at the
gateway of Voyageurs National Park, is waiting for you. The
convenience store offers travelers a unique chance to stock up on
Minnesota goods while filling up their vehicle and also provides a
range of retail offerings such as gifts, bait, tackle, unique crafts, t-
shirts & sweatshirts, lottery, and snacks. Attached liquor store offers
more revenue streams, as does the mini grill inside. 

Ely (218) 365-8822
Babbitt (218) 827-2288 
Aurora (218) 229-8888
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Virginia (218) 288-5028

info@zupnorth.com
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WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
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PRICE REDUCED Large, road-access, Lake Vermil-
ion lot includes 5.8 acres, approx. 300 ft lksh, tower-
ing pines/mature trees, rolling topography that would 
be great for home/cabin w/walkout lower-level, partial 
driveway and great views! Must see to appreciate!  
$399,000  MLS# 147030
PRICE REDUCED! Year-round Lake Vermilion home 
offers a mixture of unique design and amenities. LR 
has 1/2 log interior finish & large rock fireplace, open-
KIT/DR w/porch off to the side and much more. Home 
sits on a 1.1 acre lot w/approx. 150 ft lksh and a 8.5 
acre back lot w/1,590 sq ft insulated/heated garage.  
$924,500  MLS# 146904
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Lots of great memories created at Take a Vet Fishing event
TOWER—As a young-

ster growing up in Tower, 
Todd Beihoffer spent count-
less lazy summer days enjoy-
ing Lake Vermilion. Fast for-
ward some 50 years, and the 
Navy Veteran was once again 
reconnecting to the lake that 
had brought him so much joy 
over the years.

“It’s awesome to be 
back,” said Beifhoffer as he 
grabbed his fishing gear from 
his boat prior to the start of 
the 14th annual Take A Vet 
Fishing event. “I had to miss 
last year because I had open 
heart surgery, but I am so 
glad to be back. I love the 
camaraderie. It’s just a great 
fellowship.”

Beifhoffer, a 1982 Tow-
er-Soudan graduate, served 
in the Navy from 1983 to 
1987. He was stationed in 
Maryland and Maine, and 
his sea time included stints in 
Iceland and Greenland.

“It was pretty rough last 
year as my heart was only 
functioning at 15 percent, 
but now it’s up to 26 percent 
— I can even make it to my 
mailbox now,” he said with 
a faint laugh. “I’m hoping 
to get better, but days like 
these are just very special to 
me. We appreciate all of the 
guides who help out and the 
other volunteers too—it’s 
great, and we appreciate all 
the effort put into this event.”

Bois Forte Tribal Chair 
Cathy Chavers had similar 
praise for the guides and vol-
unteers who make the Take A 
Vet Fishing event so mean-
ingful.

“I am really impressed 
and very honored to be here 
today,” said Chavers as she 
gave the welcome at For-
tune Bay’s lakeside tent in 
front of 100 veterans and 
roughly 85 boat operators, 
guides, and other volun-
teers.  “My parents were 
veterans of the Navy in 
World War II, and they are 
no longer with us, just as 
many other veterans are no 
longer with us. I just want to 
thank them all and you all for 
your service.”

Chavers said it is of the 
utmost importance to ed-
ucate our younger people 
about our veterans. She said 
we must not forget our past 
because our veterans gave up 

so much of their lives so that 
we could have the freedoms 
we have today.

“I always say that when-
ever you see a veteran, please 
tell them thank you for their 
service because they took the 
time away from their families 
and their loved ones,” said 
Chavers, who was recently 
elected to her third consecu-
tive term for the Bois Forte 
Band of Chippewa. “They 
fought for this country. They 
fought for democracy and 
our freedom.”

Chavers said she relished 
visiting with the veterans, 
who were enjoying a cup of 
coffee, doughnuts, and fresh 
fruit before going out with a 
guide from the Lake Vermil-
ion Guide’s League or a boat 
operator. She told those gath-
ered that within tribes, they 
are known as very commu-

nal people, and she saw that 
same connection today.

“It’s a special thing you 
have,” said Chavers to the 
veterans. “I’m very pleased 
to be a part of this, and I en-
joy seeing that connection 
you have with one another. 
Like I said last year, we call 
our veterans our Ogichi-
daas—that means warriors, 
and you are our warriors...
Chi Miigwech (thank you) to 
you all.”

After Chavers’ welcome, 
Take A Vet Fishing Chair 
Phil Bakken also recognized 
the volunteers for all their 
hard work in making the 
event a success. He said it’s 
not easy for the volunteers, 
many of whom are retired, 
to continue planning and ex-
ecuting such a large event. 
It not only entails working 
on the logistics of the event, 

but it also includes securing 
sponsorships and many other 
tedious tasks.

“Cathy Rouleau and her 
crew put in countless hours,” 
said Bakken of Rouleau, Jean 
Wagenbach, Sue Van De 
Line, and Patti Papin. “We 
were helping them last night, 
and I said, ‘You know, we’re 
getting too old for this.’”

While the gesture was 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek, 
Bakken, Roleau, and others 
will continue to work on be-
half of the veterans and show 
them admiration and respect 
for everything they have 
done for our country.

“This is such a wonder-
ful event,” said Larry “Skip” 
Murray, who lives in Mt. Iron 
and served two years in Viet-
nam. “It is so well organized, 
and we appreciate everything 
they do for us.”

Meanwhile, Papin gets 
to look at the event from a 
unique perspective. She first 
got involved with it when she 
took her father, David Tib-
betts, to the 9th annual Take a 

Vet Fishing event. She found 
the day extra special because 
it gave her a chance to spend 
her 45th birthday with her fa-
ther, who was a Vietnam Vet-
eran. He was battling cancer 
at the time and unfortunately 
passed away just a couple of 
months after the 2019 event.

Five years later, the per-

sonable Papin was working 
the registration table as a 
volunteer. She smiled and 
thanked the veterans who 
would soon be hitting Lake 
Vermilion for another day of 
memories with their fellow 
brothers and sisters from the 
Armed Forces.

However, it was some-
what somber as Papin no-
ticed the absence of veterans 
who had been at previous 
events but were no longer 
around.

“It’s tough not seeing the 
same ones come through,” 
said Papin. “But each year, I 
see new veterans taking part 
in this event, and that’s spe-
cial because they are carry-
ing on this tradition.”

Speaking of traditions, 
the 2024 event marked an-
other milestone for Papin, 
one that Murray wasn’t about 
to let slip away.

“It’s her 50th birthday 
today,” said Murray to a 
Fortune Bay employee who 
was talking to Papin. “Here, 
let me take a picture of you 
two— you can hold up a five, 
and she can put up a zero.”

With that, Murray took 
out his phone and snapped a 
couple of pictures. The smile 
on his face was contagious 
and the gesture put an even 
bigger smile on Papin’s face.

“This is an event I look 
forward to because of the 
people I get to meet,” said 
Papin. “It continues to grow 
every year, and I am very 
lucky to be a part of some-
thing so special.”

Above: This group of anglers get ready to hit Lake 
Vermilion at the 14th annual Take a Vet Fishing 
event, which took place last Thursday.

Left: Bois Forte Tribal Chair Cathy Chavers gave 
the welcome at the 14th annual Take A Vet Fishing 
event, which was hosted by Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino. Looking on is Phil Bakken, who plays an 
instrumental part in the event, which provides 
veterans with an opportunity to spend a day on Lake 
Vermilion fishing and enjoying the company of their 
fellow veterans and area guides. submitted photos
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I have the 
most intricate, 
i n t e r e s t i n g 
dreams when I’m 
too warm. I wake 
up, throwing off 
the covers, long-
ing for some cool 
air, but thinking, 
“Boy, that was 
a good one” or 
“…a really weird 
one.” Remember 
the hot, muggy 
days we had recently, when 
you would sweat if you just 
thought about mowing the 
lawn? One night I could 
not get comfortable, sleep-

ing with the fan 
blowing on me, 
tossing on and off 
covers. And I had 
this great dream 
about intuition.

 In my 
dream, some 
friends of mine 
were looking at 
houses, and they 
had found one 
they really liked. 
They asked my 

advice, because I had sold 
real estate in my deep past. 
(Yes, I know, didn’t ev-
eryone?) The house was a 
nice one with a rather steep 

price. We talked about the 
pros and cons, and I (wise-
ly) just asked them ques-
tions rather than spouting 
my opinions. (Isn’t it fun-
ny how we can be so much 
smarter in our dreams?) 
Did it have the spaces that 
they felt were important 
for each of them as well 
as communal space? How 
much fix-up would it need, 
and would they realistical-
ly want to do it? Would the 
payments be so high they 
would always feel strapped 
for cash? 

 I thought they had 
made their decision, and we 

were gearing up for a cel-
ebration, but no, they had 
looked at another house 
which “felt more right” to 
the husband. Not one to 
get between a wife and her 
husband’s intuition, I sim-
ply asked, how have those 
intuition-based decisions 
worked out in the past? 

My dream friends, 
Anne and Nick, were con-
ferring in the next room. It 
was late, and I imagined the 
realtor was eager for a de-
cision, but she showed the 
depth of patience engen-
dered by the possibility of 
a commission.

I’ll never know what 
the dream couple decided 
unless I have another dream 
starring them, but at 4 a.m. 
in the morning, it got me 
thinking about how we use 
our intuition, perhaps when 
we’re not even aware of it.

I have found that when 
I’m buying a toaster oven 
or a TV, I can spend hours 
comparing prices, asking 
friends their opinions, and 
checking reviews on the 
web, putting off a decision 
for weeks. When buying 
houses or cars and even 
moving to a new home, I 
do my research, but really 

land on a decision because 
it ‘feels right,’ and I can 
identify the moment that 
happens.

Maybe all the practi-
cal questions and research 
are just a cover for intu-
ition-based decisions. With 
many of my car purchases, 
it has felt a bit like giving 
up, because I didn’t know 
all the questions I should 
be asking, and if I wait 
until I’m absolutely sure, 
I would be carless for a 
long time. My intuition 

Trump’s supporters 
choose willful 
ignorance

I recently got into a war of 
words on Facebook with a friend 
from high school, who is now a 
very pro-Trump Twin Cities pas-
tor. And I find myself, once again, 
wondering what I’ve missed in try-
ing to decipher this strange dynam-
ic existing between Trump and his 
followers.

For the sake of comparison, 
in terms of corruption and malfea-
sance, the one who usually comes 
to mind is Richard Nixon. Until 
Trump, he was the poster child for 
devious, power-hungry presidential 
shenanigans. Nixon was a brilliant 
man in some ways whose personal 
demons always seemed to get in the 
way of whatever common decency 
he possessed.

Yet even Nixon had a public 
persona that came across as reason-
able and reassuring – a facade to be 
sure, but that was the public percep-
tion. Donald Trump, on the other 
hand, hides nothing. His multitude 
of flaws are front-and-center, for 
all to see. He makes very little at-
tempt to hide who he is, or what he 
is, because he doesn’t think he has 
to. In his warped, deluded mind, 
he thinks it’s OK to be a misogy-
nist and a narcissistic bully because 
that’s what makes him a real leader, 
a real man. He reaffirms this virtu-
ally every time he speaks, and it’s 
mind-boggling to me that there are 
still so many who can’t see this. It’s 
as though we’re looking at two dif-
ferent men.

The term that keeps coming to 
mind is “willful ignorance,” seeing 
and hearing what you want to see 
and hear, despite what your eyes 
and ears are telling you— like those 
who viewed the Jan. 6 riot and saw 
only peaceful “tourists,” as though 
they were viewing entirely different 
footage than everyone else.

But with his insistence on 
showing us his true self, no one can 
come back after the fact and say, 
“boy, he sure had me fooled.” No 
one will EVER have that luxury, 
not with Donald Trump. What you 

see is what you get, and if you fail 
to see the painful truth, then that’s 
on you. And, if he’s re-elected, un-
fortunately it’ll be on the rest of us 
as well. 

Lynn Scott
Soudan

Presidential immunity 
an invention of the 
current high court

We used to think in this coun-
try that no one is above the law, that 
includes the President of the United 
States.  If the president can break 
the law, he or she becomes a dicta-
tor without the checks or balances 
of a Congress or a judicial branch 
of government.  There is nothing 
in the Constitution or legal history 
for granting the former president 
immunity.  

In fact, if Trump specifically 
was engaged in insurrection or re-
bellion on Jan. 6, 2021, using lies 
and misinformation to encourage 
the invasion of the United States 
Capitol, he can be held responsi-
ble.  He would be the first president 
to be charged with an attempt to 
overturn a presidential election. The 
lower courts ruled that the president 
has no immunity and there are no 
precedents for immunity.

The concept of immunity is en-
tirely the creation of this Supreme 
Court.  The plurality of this court is 
made up of justices selected by the 
indicted defendant.        

Gerry Snyder
Ely

Strength through joy a 
danger to democracy

Democrat voters did not want 
Harris and she dropped out of the 
2020 primary early. But once it be-
came obvious that Biden is a loser, 
the DNC disenfranchised 14 mil-
lion primary voters and installed 
VP Harris. DNC wanted Biden’s 
$95 million bankroll and billion-
aires to start donating money again. 
Make no mistake, the Democrat 
party is the party of celebrity elit-
ists, millionaires, and billionaires.

VP Harris was the deciding 

vote to significantly increase the 
number of IRS agents. Per a 2021 
report from the GAO, “From fis-
cal years 2010 to 2021, the ma-
jority of the additional taxes IRS 
recommended from audits came 
from taxpayers with incomes be-
low $200,000.” Despite the Biden 
administration’s claims, it’s almost 
certain that households making less 
than $400,000 a year will face in-
creased audits.

Biden conducted vote buying 
using taxpayer money to pay off 
college loans that the SCOTUS 
ruled unconstitutional. VP Harris 
is pandering for votes by promising 
to give $25,000 in taxpayer money 
to people who can’t afford to buy 
a home due to high mortgage rates. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports 
since the Biden/Harris adminis-
tration, shelter costs went up 22.1 
percent, groceries up 21.0 percent, 
electricity up 28.5 percent.  

Walz was exposed for dis-
honestly embellishing his military 
service record for political gain. 
Regarding Walz’s 96-mph DUI in a 
55-mph zone, his campaign falsely 
told the press repeatedly that he had 
not been drinking that night, claim-
ing that his failed field sobriety test 
was due to a misunderstanding re-
lated to hearing loss from his time 
in the National Guard. The cam-
paign also claimed that Walz was 
allowed to drive himself to jail that 
night. It was dishonest of Walz to 
not correct his campaign.  

Democrat party “Strength 
through Joy” is a danger to democ-
racy and rule of law.   

Mike Banovetz
Winton
 

BETTY
FIRTH
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Editorial

Lawmakers make disingenuous arguments 
opposed to sale of trust lands in BWCAW

For years, local lawmakers 
have strained credulity in their 
arguments opposing a sale of 
state school trust lands locked 
within the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness, and 
that is reflected once again in 
an Aug. 15 letter to DNR Com-
missioner Sarah Strommen, is-
sued by Rep. Roger Skraba and 
signed by Republican members 
of the Iron Range delegation. 

For decades, this oppo-
sition has prevented the state 
of Minnesota from finally ad-
dressing the fact that the school 
trust currently derives no rev-
enue on approximately 80,000 
acres of land it owns within 
the wilderness, which it can no 
longer access for economic ac-
tivity, such as logging. Back in 
July, the Department of Natu-
ral Resources announced that it 
was abandoning a decade-long 
effort to identify lands for a 
partial exchange of some of the 
school trust acreage for federal 
lands outside the wilderness. 
It was one of the largest land 
exchanges ever proposed in 
the U.S. and it had proven to 
be complex. Ten years into the 
effort, the two sides were still 
a long way from reaching any 
kind of agreement. 

This is hardly a new issue. 
State officials have been pro-
posing a sale of the school trust 
lands to the U.S. Forest Service 
since the 1980s. The state’s 
legislative auditor recommend-
ed a sale in an analysis of the 
school trust program it issued 
back in 1998. But opposition 
from northeastern Minnesota 
legislators has continuously 
blocked the school trust from 
receiving compensation. In do-
ing so, their intransigence has 
cost the school trust hundreds 
of millions of dollars in lost re-
turns over the years. 

In his recent letter, co-
signed by Rep. Spencer Igo 
and Sens. Justin Eichorn and 
Robert Farnsworth, Skraba 
argues that a sale of the land 
is a violation of federal law, 
specifically a provision of the 
1964 Wilderness Act that said 
that state-owned lands located 
within the wilderness boundar-
ies “shall be exchanged for fed-
erally owned land in the same 
State of approximately equal 
value.”

No one disputes the lan-
guage of the 1964 law, but le-
gal counsel for the U.S. Forest 
Service have pointed to other 
federal laws, such as the 1911 
Weeks Act and the Organic Act, 
that give the forest service the 
authority to purchase lands as 
well. If Skraba and his fellow 
lawmakers want to challenge 
that opinion in court, they can 
have at it. Otherwise, it’s prob-
ably best to leave the lawyering 
to the actual lawyers. 

Skraba’s arguments, un-

fortunately, go from legally 
dubious to downright false 
when he claims that “the value 
of a one-time payment pales 
in comparison to ongoing rev-
enues that would be generated 
for the Permanent School Fund 
if these lands are exchanged for 
federally owned lands where 
economic activity may occur.”

Skraba has it exactly re-
versed. Based on records and 
information we obtained from 
the DNR and the Office of 
School Trust Lands, which we 
reported last month, it would 
take 40 years for the school 
trust to generate the same 
amount of revenue from log-
ging proceeds off exchanged 
lands as it could obtain in a sin-
gle lump sum from a sale, po-
tentially as early as next year. 
Managed by the state’s invest-
ment fund, that lump sum sale 
price, estimated at about $33 
million, would likely be worth 
more than half a billion dollars 
within that same 40-year peri-
od. Skraba, in his letter, claims 
he’s worried about the long-
term viability of the Perma-
nent School Fund. Denying it 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in perpetual revenue is an odd 
way of showing such concern. 

Skraba also argues that 
the public would have a great-
er say over the management 
of public lands owned by the 
DNR versus the forest service. 
In our experience, we’ve seen 
very little difference in the 
public responsiveness of the 
two agencies when it comes to 
forest management. The forest 
service does, however, have a 
more transparent process when 
it comes to timber sales.

If Skraba had legitimate 
concerns it would be one thing. 
But it looks more like he wants 
a continuing political issue that 
he can use to falsely pit local 
interests against the forest ser-
vice, which has been standard 
practice by lawmakers in our 
region for far too long. We can 
understand that Skraba, who 
was convicted criminally for, 
among other things, breaking 
and entering a forest service 
shed and stealing a toilet, may 
have an ax to grind against the 
feds. But as a lawmaker, he’s 
supposed to be representing 
state interests, not his personal 
grudges.

While Skraba portrays 
himself as standing up for his 
district, the opposite is true. In 
his letter, he is, in effect, asking 
for years of additional delay in 
addressing the school trust’s 
inability to generate revenue 
from its holdings in the BW-
CAW. By threatening to block 
a sale, Skraba and his fellow 
lawmakers are asking for con-
tinuation of a failed status quo. 

School trust lands
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What does your gut say? Intuition versus logic

We welcome 
your letters
The Timberjay encour-

ages letters to the editor. You 
can submit letters by mail 
at PO Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters to 
marshall@timberjay.com. 

We ask that letters 
be limited to 300 words. 



was jump-started by need 
as often my cars were not 
safe on the highway. Living 
in Ely, that made finding a 
replacement more compli-
cated and a quick decision 
more desirable. In a way, it 
is giving up control when 
you trust your intuition, 
you’re letting go of the il-
lusion that you have all the 
facts and perhaps trusting 
the answer will come from 
a deeper well that calcu-
lates those things different-
ly. 

One definition of in-
tuition is “unconscious in-
telligence, a non-conscious 
feeling that quickly moti-
vates you to act. It doesn’t 
lend itself to logic, reason, 
or even language, but rath-
er is holistic and concrete, 
formed deep in our evo-
lutionary history.”  Said 
to have developed more 
recently in our evolution, 
deliberation is rather the 
opposite: the slow work of 
careful analysis and logical 
argument. It can be a check 

on too hasty intuition, but 
can also lead to overthink-
ing a decision. 

I have wondered about 
how we make decisions in 
the voting booth. Do we 
research candidates, check 
out their experiences and 
voting record? Do their ac-
tions match their words? 
Do we rely on friends to 
make our decisions? Or do 
we go with our gut? How 
is it possible there are still 
‘undecideds’ on election 
day?

Nobel prize winner 
Daniel Kahneman contends 
that “people often act with-
out knowing why they do 
what they do.” He thinks 
that people do not choose 
their candidates based on 
issues nearly as much as 
is suggested in political 
writing. David Brooks of 
the New York Times says, 
“Many of our theories are 
bogus, based on the as-
sumption that voters make 
cold, rational decisions 
about candidates. In reality, 

we make emotional, intu-
itive decisions about who 
we prefer and then come up 
with rationalizations to ex-
plain the choices that were 
already made below con-
scious awareness.” Aha! 
Just as I thought!

Until they have figured 
out their own minds, young 
people often just vote the 
way their parents did, lack-
ing experience, knowledge, 
and trust in their own intu-
ition. That’s how I cast my 
most embarrassing vote 
ever in my first presiden-
tial election. Yes, I did it, I 
voted for Nixon. I’ve been 
recanting ever since.

 How we assign val-
ue to things underlies how 
we make sense of the world 
and makes decision-mak-
ing possible. Some of us re-
spond to a candidate’s intel-
ligence, others to a friendly 
or sentimental personality. 
People may choose a can-
didate that they imagine 
they would feel comfort-
able with, which may lead 

to faulty decision-making. 
People often said of Bush 
(George W.), “He’d be a 
good guy to have a beer 
with.” My advice: go with 
that, have a beer, but don’t 
elect him to an office with 
serious responsibilities. 

Let’s take a local ex-
ample: Harley Droba is 
running for the Minneso-
ta House. He has a solid 
history of working for his 
community, serving on the 
city council and as mayor, 
and he owns several suc-
cessful businesses. I hap-
pen to think he’s probably 
fun to have a beer with, as 
well, but that’s not why I’m 
supporting him. My gut 
aligns with my experience 
and research.

I think most voters 
would agree this is a very 
significant election, so dig 
deeply for your best de-
cision-making skills. Do 
your research, trust your 
gut and VOTE.
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Research, then vote 
for your beliefs

When I read last week’s 
letter urging readers to “vote 
wisely-vote your beliefs,” 
it was very clear the writ-
er was not in support of the 
Democratic Party. But she 
also stated “that we must be-
gin to take our responsibility 
and find out what is in each 
of the party platforms, and 
then vote for the candidate 
that most closely aligns with 
OUR BELIEFS.” 

Well, it was very clear 
to me, that she has not read 
or researched the Republi-
can playbook called Project 
2025. My advice would be 
for her to read it and under-
stand why I mirror her state-
ment about voting a platform 
on beliefs. And why as a 
country, we should NEVER 
allow that Republican plat-
form to be implemented. Not 
ever. 

Barry W. Tungseth
Ely
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Summer hours effective April 15 - September 30

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
218-749-9703 | OFFICE HOURS MON - FRI 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

REGIONAL LANDFILL
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS  
WASTE FACILITY

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

EMBARRASS  
CANISTER SITE

7530 Koski Rd, Embarrass

SOUDAN 
CANISTER SITE
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan

AURORA  
TRANSFER STATION

5910 Hwy 135 N, Aurora

HHOOUURRSS
MMoonn,,  TThhuu,,  FFrrii::  8 a.m.−4 p.m. 
TTuuee,,  WWeedd::  10 a.m.−4 p.m. 
SSaatt::  8 a.m.−Noon

HHOOUURRSS
TThhuu:: 10 a.m.− 5 p.m.
SSaatt: 12:30 p.m.− 4:30 p.m.

HHOOUURRSS
MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  SSaatt,,  SSuunn::        
8 a.m.−5 p.m.

HHOOUURRSS
MMoonn--FFrrii:: 8 a.m.−4:30 p.m. 
SSaatt::  8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

HHOOUURRSS
TTuueess  aanndd  SSaatt::  8 a.m.−1 p.m.

NORTHWOODS  
TRANSFER STATION

9384 Hwy 21 N, Ely/Babbitt

SSUUMMMMEERR  HHOOUURRSS  
MMoonn,,  TThhuu--SSaatt::  8 a.m.−3 p.m. 
TTuuee:: 9:30 a.m.−3 p.m.  
WWeedd:: Noon−6 p.m.

Keep it Clean,  
St. LOUIS COUNTY

Fridays
4-6 PM

  at the Train Depot

ELY- The Ely Parks and 
Recreation Board decided it 
needed to get out of city hall 
to visit Ely’s parks and facil-
ities and reported the change 
to its meeting location to the 
Ely City Council Tuesday 
evening.

“The board normally 
meets the third Monday of the 
month at 5 p.m. here in the 
council chambers,” reported 
city council member Adam 
Bisbee, who is the council’s 
liaison to the board. “We have 
been making efforts to meet 
at some area parks in order to 
examine them and enlighten 
ourselves about their status 
… So, our next meeting will 
be held at the Ely Recreation 
Center on the third Monday, 
Sept. 16, at 5 p.m.”

Another public meeting 
change is for the Gardner 

Humanities Trust, which has 
moved its regular meeting 
from the second Wednesday 
to the second Thursday of 
each month. The next meet-
ing for the trust will be next 
Thursday, Sept. 12.

The Ely public safe-
ty open house will be on 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, from 
3-6 p.m. at the fire hall por-
tion of Ely City Hall.
Bearing with bears

Police Chief Chad Houde 
reminded residents to avoid 
the bear family that has been 
wandering about town for the 
last two weeks. 

“We do have some vis-
itors in town,” Houde said. 
“Obviously, they’re wild an-
imals. Stay away from them 
… Bring your garbage in, 
shut that garage, and try not to 
leave anything out. If you do 
have an issue with bears, call 
us.” The police department is 
working with Department of 

Natural Resources conserva-
tion officers to manage the 
current bear nuisance.

In other business at its 
Sept. 3 meeting, the city 
council:

 Approved the vacation 
of the right of way on E. 10th 
Street S. between S. First  
Ave. E and S. Third Ave. E. 
This vacation will allow the 
owner of lots three, four, five, 
and six of Tower View Es-
tates to reconfigure the lots to 
make them more buildable.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from planning 
and zoning to apply zoning 
designations to a list of par-
cels in Ely which currently 
do not have them. Most of 
the parcels on the list have 
been annexed by the city or 
were undeveloped and never 
assigned a land use. Because 
this action requires a change 
to the city’s ordinances, the 
council directed the city attor-

ney to draw up a prospective 
ordinance and arrange for the 
requisite readings and public 
hearing.

 Appointed Steven 
Toddie as a non-resident 
member of the parks and rec-
reation board, with a term ex-
piring on Jan.31, 2027.
August 27 meeting

The city council did not 
hold a meeting on its regu-
lar meeting date on the third 
Thursday of August because 
it lacked a quorum. The 
council reconvened the Aug. 
20 meeting on Aug. 27. In the 
half hour meeting, the coun-
cil:

 Approved new signs at 
the electric vehicle charging 
stations at the library stating 
a two-hour limit on parking 
and charging. Library director 
Rachel Heinrich researched 
the usage of the two chargers 
and found that they currently 
consume three times more 

energy than the library’s so-
lar panels produce. She also 
noted that some electric vehi-
cle users abuse the chargers, 
parking and charging all day.

 Approved paving of 
storm washed-out areas in-
cluding Lakeview Ave., the 
alley between Central and 
First Aves. and James and 
Pattison Sts., the edge of the 
roadway on Washington St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
Ave., and the Sheridan and 
Chapman Alley behind Brit-
tons Café.

 Approved Low Impact 
Excavators to process the 
spoil material piled behind 
the Grahek Apartments for 
reuse. The firm will remove 
and dispose of any addition-
al trash found in the material 
and will also grade the area 
when it is done.

 Discussed a recom-
mendation from the Ely Proj-
ects Committee that the Ely 

Fire Chief review a vacation 
of the alley between 17th Ave. 
and N. Savoy Rd. Fire Chief 
Dave Marshall remarked, “I 
appreciate the the projects 
committee welcoming the fire 
department’s comments.” He 
stated he has no objections 
to the vacation. Langowski 
assured the council that the 
vacation would not go for-
ward without the consultation 
and acquiescence of all three 
affected property owners on 
the alley.

 Approved $5,000 to 
repair the sprinkler system in 
the Miners Dry Building.

 Approved the appoint-
ment of Kristen Anthony as 
an Ely resident member to the 
Park and Recreation Board 
with a term expiring Jan. 31, 
2027. 

 Accepted Todd 
Crego’s resignation from the 
parks and recreation and tree 
boards.

City of Ely moves public meetings around
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor



TOWER- Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary has some celebrating to do, 
and they are hoping that along with 
students and their families, commu-
nity members will stop by to see the 
improvements at the school, includ-
ing the gymnasium remodeling paid 
for by a grant from Lake Country 
Power, who will have some repre-
senatives at the event.

The event starts at the school at 
3:30 p.m. when everyone will gather 
in the gym. There will be a few short 
speeches, and then time to check out 
the shiny, new gymnasium additions 
plus the new cafeteria seating (fund-
ed by the school district).

Principal John Jirik will also talk 
about the school forest and the be-
ginnings of a few competitive sports 
games this year for the elementary 
students, giving them a chance to 
play against other area schools.The 
school is hoping to have someone 
from the DNR or school staff give 
a short walk in the school forest 
area. Jirik had hoped the renovations 
would be completed by the first day 
of school, but the installation of the 
new pads on the walls in the gym 
were delayed, but should be in place 
by the 26th.

The book fair will also be open 
at this time for parents, kids, and 
community members.

Then at 4:30 p.m., parents and 
their children are invited to go to Big 
Truck Night at the Breitung Skat-
ing Rink area. There will be lots of 
trucks to explore including heavy 
equipment, fire and ambulance ve-
hicles, a police car, and more. A hot 
dog supper will be served. There 
will be a bus that will leave the T-S 
school around 4:45 p.m. and drop off 
attendees at the park in Soudan. The 
bus will leave Soudan at 6:20 p.m. 
and return to Tower. 
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on Sept. 9

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-5 
p.m. New location in the old 
St. James Church bulding. 
Next food shelf day is Sept. 
17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the first 
and third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake Vermilion 
12x12 (Open) 6:30 p.m. at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Tower. Use the rear side 
door entrance.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Sept. 12- note 
change from regular meeting 
date.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

BACK TO SCHOOL

Week of Sept. 9 LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

St. Martin’s Annual 
Pasties sale

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
is getting ready for their 
Annual Pasties Fundrais-
er.  Orders are now being 
taken; the last day to order 
is Sunday, Sept. 15. To 
order, call the rectory office 
(218-753-4310), or stop by 
the rectory to see Maryann. 
Orders and money may also 
be mailed to St. Martin’s, 
PO Box 757, Tower.

You will need to speci-
fy at the time of your order 
if you want rutabaga or not 
in your pasties. The cost of 
the pasties is $7; and they 
must be paid at the time of 
the order. Pasties will be 
made during the week of 
Sept. 30 and will be avail-
able for pick up on Wednes-
day and Thursday, you will 
be called when your order 
is ready. 

Proceeds from this 
fundraising go to Youth Ac-
tivities, the Charity Fund, 
and for various projects at 
the church/rectory.

Embarrass Farmers 
Market now
 underway

EMBARRASS- The 
Embarrass Farmers Mar-
ket started in August and 
runs through October. 
The market is held at the 
Embarrass Visitor Center 
near the intersection of 
Hwy. 135 and Hwy 21. The 
market is open the 1st and 
3rd Friday of each month 
from 3-5 p.m. There has 
been a variety of items each 
week including handmade 
bags, soaps, baked goods, 
jewelry, hand-woven rugs, 
laser-engraved items, 
sourdough breads, cook-
ies, fresh produce, locally 
grown flower arrangements, 
crafts, hay, and more added 
each week. As we head into 
fall, you will find pump-
kins, fall-flavored food 
items, and fall decorations 
including sweater pump-
kins. 

The Sectionals to perform in Tower on Sept. 12
TOWER- The Lake Vermilion 

Cultural Center will host The Sec-
tionals at St. Mary’s Hall in Tower 
on Thursday, Sept. 12 from 7 – 8 
p.m. The Sectionals is a group of 
eight singers of various ages and 
backgrounds from around the Iron 
Range. While performing togeth-
er in larger ensembles the group 
was created around the interest of 
concentrated smaller vocal perfor-
mance utilizing tight harmonies and 
jazz-inspired music. They enjoy the 
flexibility of performing in a wide 
array of venues across the range 
from Hoyt Lakes to Ely and across 
the state.  In February 2024 they per-
formed at the Angela Peralta Theater 
in downtown Mazatlan (see photo at 

right). This will be their fourth time 
performing in St. Mary’s Hall. They 
enjoy performing there because the 
acoustics are wonderful. 

A freewill donation will be ac-
cepted and refreshments will be 
served following the concert.  Invite 
your friends for what will be a fun 
evening but come early since it is of-
ten standing room only.  

Solkela Pokela Band on 
Sept. 19

And save the date for another 
fun evening at the Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center, the first Finntober-
fest with the Solkela Polkela Band 
This concert is set for Thursday, 
Sept. 19 from 6 – 8 p.m. There will 

be food for purchase and a freewill 
donation will be accepted.  

The cultural center is located at 
705 Main Street in Tower.

TOWER- It was rather 
busy at Vermilion Country 
School’s open house on Aug. 
29 as families of returning 
and new students stopped by 
to meet the new and returning 
staff, complete school paper-
work, and sign up for elective 
classes. Students had to com-
plete a checklist of 10 items, 
which ensured everyone got 
all their paperwork complet-
ed, families got to meet the 
new and returning teachers 
and staff, students got their 
locker and chromebook as-
signments, picked out their 
two elective classes, got their 
transportation and van routes 
information, and everyone 
had time to get any questions 
answered. 

VCS staff for the new 
school year includes:

 School director: Sam 
O’Brien

 Science/Field Studies: 
Sam Magnuson

 Humanities: Nick 
“Gerri” Gerritson

 Lead teacher/Math: 
Amy Hendrickson

 Student Success Coun-
selor: Jackie Ridings

 Culinary/Special Ed 
Para: Nikki Nappa

 Special Education: Tim 
Kulik, Benjamin Gertz-Blu-
menstock, and Marjory Wood

 Special Ed Paras: Amy 

Heglin, Karen Maxwell, and 
Katherine Nesteroff

 Community Liaison: 
Adrienne Whiteman

 School Social Worker: 
Catelin Vaida

 Other staff at the 
school include drivers Greg 
Dostert, Amy Heglin, Jordan 
Gawboy; and custodian Doug 
Workman.

Right: School director 
Sam O’Brien signs in 
students.
Below: Students get their 
paperwork completed.
Below right: Karen 
Maxwell and Marjory 
Wood give locker 
assignments to students. 
photos by J. Summit

TS Elementary hosting Celebration Day on Sept. 26

Lots of new faces at Vermilion Country School

Pictured clockwise from top left: Cecilia Majerle gives her friend 
Millie McGuire a big hug. Azayla Deegan gets some help tying 
her new Pokemon sneakers from her grandmother. Boys visit 
while eating breakfast. Zella Boshkaykin walks into the building 
with her mother Julia. Hazel Strong is not quite used to waking 
up early for school. photos by J. Summit

KUGLER 
TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF 
REGULAR 
MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will 
hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, 
September 11, 2024 at 5 
p.m. at the Kugler Town 
Hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, 
Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, 
Sept. 6, 2024



AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey St., 
Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 E. 
Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 4:00 
p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wellbeing Development, St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 
712 S. Central Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-test 
available. 
Call 218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd 
Monday of Month:  6-7:30 
p.m. at Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, Sunday, 
and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday               10 am-6 pm
Tuesday              10 am-6 pm
Wednesday         10 am-6 pm
Thursday             10 am-6 pm
Friday                 10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community educa-
tional lunch gathering meets 
every Tuesday at noon at the 
Grand Ely Lodge. Partici-
pants have an opportunity 
to order lunch. For those 
interested in being a host, 
or who have a speaker sug-
gestion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or call 
her at 218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

 Sept. 10: Built-In
Supports for Executive 

Functioning in Small Towns 
with Jess Kulik.

 Sept. 17: The Accel-
erators: Brains, Braids, & 
Bots with Leah X. Rathe.

In Brief

Support groups

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2024

with september one
wind and air all turn to fall

streets empty for school

DONALD G. GARDNER HUMANITIES TRUST

Babbitt Public Library 
BABBITT- The library 

is now open on Fridays 
again. 

Bingo returns to the li-
brary on Monday, Sept. 9, at 
1 p.m. The bingo is free; the 
prizes are books.

The Friends of the Li-
brary will hold an afternoon 
of fundraising bingo at the 
city of Babbitt gym, 71 South 
Drive, on Sept. 14 from 1-3 
p.m., with one intermission. 
Bingo card pricing will be 
$5 per card up to eight cards. 
Cards are cash only and must 
be purchased before games 
start. Prizes will be split be-
tween multiple winners. 

The library will host 
musician Theresa Miller for 
an hour of guitar music, on 
Monday, Sept. 18, starting at 
2:30 p.m.

Preschool story time is 
every Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. All library events are at 
the Babbitt Public Library, 
71 South Dr., unless other-
wise noted.
Ely Public Library 

ELY- The library will 
be closed Tuesday, Sept. 10 
through Friday, Sept. 13. 

The spice for September 
is marjoram. Pick up a sam-
ple and recipes at the front 
desk while supplies last. 

The Friends of the Li-
brary Book Club will meet 
on Monday, Sept. 9, at 3 
p.m. The book for discus-
sion this month is “The Rose 
Code” by Kate Quinn. You 
do not need to be a member 

of Friends of the Library to 
attend. 

The library will hold on 
online Kahoot trivia game 
on “The Housemaid” and 
“The Housemaid’s Secret” 
by Frieda McFadden. The 
Kahoot will start at 3 p.m., 
Monday, Sept. 9, and end at 
8 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 17. 
Register in advance so the 
library can email the link to 
the game. The Curiosity Co-
hort Program will meet on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 1:30 
p.m. for a hands-on introduc-
tory session about how to do 
computer coding. Please pre-
register for this program the 
library has a limited number 
of computers for attendees to 
use. 

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m. All library 
events are at the Ely Public 
Library at 224 E. Chapman 
St. unless otherwise noted. 
Harvest Bazaar

ELY- The Harvest Fes-
tival Bazaar will once again 
open its doors at the Ely Se-
nior Center, 27 S. First Ave. 
E., on Saturday, Sept. 7, from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. with local 
area vendors including the 
Tupperware lady, Five Pine 
Candles, and ten others.
Election Survival

ELY- The Ely chapter 
of the Braver Angels Alli-
ance will hold a session on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, from 
6:30-8 p.m., with the theme 
of: “The Candidates, the 
campaigns — How are YOU 

going to handle the next 2 
months?” All are welcome to 
this no-cost event at the Ely 
Senior Center, 27 S. First 
Ave. E.
Ely’s Historic State 
Theater 

ELY- Ely’s Historic 
State Theater, 238 E. Sheri-
dan St., will continue its free 
live music events through 
the end of September. All 
events will start at 5:30 p.m. 
Sara Thomsen will perform 
on Friday, Sept. 13, followed 
by Scottie Miller on Sept. 20. 
Ely’s Got Talent 

ELY- The Northern 
Lakes Arts Association pre-
sentation of “Ely’s Got Tal-
ent” will be on Nov. 1. The 
prize for this year’s talent 
show is $1,000. Auditions 
for the talent show will be on 
Thursday, Sept. 12 from 6-10 
p.m. at the Vermilion Fine 
Arts Theater, 19 E. Camp St. 
Sign up for an audition slot 
at northernlakesarts.org/egt. 
.Jam Session

ELY- the Ely Folk 
School, 209 E. Sheridan, will 
host a jam session from 4-5 
p.m. The jam session will 
be with the band for the folk 
school’s community dance 
later in the evening. Bring a 
fiddle, banjo, guitar, mando-
lin, dulcimer, or bass to the 
jam session to play along. 
Just showing up to listen is 
fine too. Everyone is wel-
come to play, regardless of 
skill level.

The jam session em-

phasizes string instruments. 
Sheet music is not provided, 
rather chords are called out. 

Community Dance
ELY- The Ely Folk 

School is throwing another 
of their fun community danc-
es with live music on Friday, 
Sept. 13, starting at 7 p.m., 
at the Ely Senior Center, 27 
S. First Ave. E. All dances 
are taught live, so people of 
all ages and skill levels can 
participate. Cost is $10 at the 
door; youths accompanied 
by an adult dance for free.
Candidate Forum

ELY- The Ely Rotary 
and American Association 
of University Women-Ely 
Branch will host a candidate 
forum for the Minnesota 
House seat 3A on Sept. 17 
and for Ely City Council on 
Sept. 24. Both forums will be 
from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Min-
nesota North College audito-
rium, 1900 E. Camp St.
New Neighbor Hike

ELY- Boundary Wa-
ters Connect will host their 
monthly new neighbor hike 
on Thursday, Sept. 19, from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. This is a ca-
sual opportunity to make 
new social connections. 
Though targeted toward new 
residents, everyone is wel-
come. Meet up at the trail-
head parking lot on the Echo 
Trail.
Glow Run

ELY- The annual five-ki-
lometer glow run will be on 
Friday, Sept. 20. The race 

starts at 7 p.m. in Whiteside 
Park. 

All of the race registra-
tion fee goes to supporting 
the nonprofit Northern Lights 
Clubhouse, a safe place and 
outreach program for adults 
with behavioral health chal-
lenges. Register for the race 
at elymarathon.com/5k. Reg-
istration for adults is $30, 
$20 for students, and $10 
for youth. Packet pickup and 
race day registration will be-
gin at noon on Friday, Sept. 
20 in Whiteside Park. New 
registrations are welcome 
from noon-5:45 p.m. Race 
day prices are $35 for adults, 
$25 for students and $15 for 
youth.
Beaver Tales

ELY- Ely’s Historic 
State Theater, 238 E. Sheri-
dan, will host Beaver Tales: 
a Community Storytelling 
Event, in the theater’s lounge 
on Saturday, Sept. 28. Doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m., with 
the main event at 6:30-9 p.m.
5K Fun Walk and Run

ELY- A benefit five-ki-
lometer fun run and walk 
will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 29, at 11 a.m. at the 
Trezona Trailhead, at the 
intersection of Pioneer Rd. 
and Miners Dr. No sign-ups 
are necessary. Donations to 
benefit Planned Parenthood 
cheerfully accepted. Email 
Plannedparenthood5k@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

ELY- The Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust is 
happy to announce the open-
ing of the 2024 fall grant 
round on Sept. 4. Applica-
tions are due by midnight 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. 
Applications must use the 
online application process at 
www.gardnertrust.org.

Artists and groups can 
apply for grants in the fol-
lowing categories:

 Individual Artist 
Grants encourage develop-
ing and established artists 
with up to $1,000 to take 
advantage of an impending, 

concrete opportunity.
 Organization Proj-

ect Grants with funding up 
to $2,000 support activities 
in the fine arts and for the 
Ely Public Library. Grant 
support for organizations to 
present or produce a fine arts 
activity.

 Youth Grants are 
awarded to Ely school stu-
dents in grades 6-12 who 
are interested in and demon-
strate high motivation in the 
fine arts. Youth grants of 
up to $750 can be used for 
workshops, classes, lessons, 
or mentorships.

 Scholarships are 
available for graduates of 
Ely Memorial High School 
majoring in a fine arts disci-
pline or library science. Eli-
gible students are in graduate 
school or their third or fourth 
year of college.

 Ely Public Library 
staff pursuing library science 
are also eligible for scholar-
ships.

The Trust has budget-
ed $4,000 for individuals 
(Youth Grants, Individual 
Artist Grants, and Scholar-
ships) and $6,000 for orga-
nizations (Project and Op-

eration Grants) for this fall 
grant round.

Individuals and orga-
nizations that would like to 
have a draft application re-
viewed should contact Peter 
Schamber, Executive Di-
rector, by Sept. 20. Office 
hours for the grant period are 
Thursdays and Fridays from 
3:30-5 p.m. in the trust office 
at Ely City Hall; or appli-
cants can arrange an appoint-
ment for another time by 
emailing Schamber at info@
gardnertrust.org (preferred) 
or calling 218-365-2639.

The purpose of the Don-

ald G. Gardner Humanities 
Trust is the enhancement, 
growth, and improvement of:

 The Ely Public Li-
brary.

 The arts and artisans 
of Ely and the surrounding 
area, including the perform-
ing arts, the visual arts and 
literature.

 The creation and 
funding of scholarships, ed-
ucational and artistic grants.

 The cultural and aes-
thetic environment of the 
city of Ely and its surround-
ing area.

Gardner Trust opens 2024 fall grant round

BABBITT- A residential 
garage and its contents were 
a total loss in an early eve-
ning fire here on Thursday, 
Aug. 29. The fire, on Bass-
wood Circle, was reported 
around 6:10 p.m., with pag-
es going out to the Babbitt, 
Ely, and Embarrass fire de-
partments. 

But Babbitt firefighters 
were able to quickly con-
tain the blaze, and the calls 
to Ely and Embarrass were 
canceled early on. 

 “Due to a quick re-

sponse by Babbitt crews, the 
fire was quickly contained to 
the interior of the garage,” 
read a statement from the 
Babbitt Fire Department. 

No one was injured by 
the fire but the garage was a 
total loss along with an ATV, 
a riding lawnmower, and the 
rest of the garage’s contents. 
The cause of the incident is 
under investigation, though 
the fire started shortly after 
the riding lawnmower had 
been driven into the garage.

ELY- The Ely Public 
Library is throwing another 
of its fabulous and fun mur-
der mystery parties on Sat-
urday, Oct. 12. While the 
whodunnit is a month away, 
now is the best time to visit 
the library to choose your 
persona for the event. The 
event is for adults and teens 
in grades nine and higher.

Cowboys, pioneers, 
and mystery sleuths alike 
are invited to come in cos-
tume and take a role in this 
interactive afternoon of fun. 
Each participant will have a 
custom-written role to play 
as you talk to other partic-
ipants, solve puzzles, and 
try to figure out who had 
the motive and opportunity 
to act as the villain.  

If you have ever done a 
murder mystery dinner par-
ty, this event will be similar.  
The event is expected to last 
about three hours and par-
ticipants should plan to stay 
for the entire time, since 
leaving early will affect 
everyone’s ability to solve 
the mystery.  The deadline 
to register is 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 7 so the staff 
has enough time to prep all 
the individual roles.

The roles for the mur-
der mystery are already 
available. Those wanting 
to attend should visit the li-
brary to pick out the perso-
na they wish to play. Those 
who sign up early will have 
a greater selection of roles 
to choose from.

Garage fire in Babbitt

The garage on Basswood Circle that burned on Aug. 29. photo by C. Clark

The wild west 
murder mystery 
at the Ely library

BACK TO SCHOOL

Ely Kindergarten teacher Heidi Omerza (right) chats with new student Saoirse 
Moskowitz (left) at her locker with father Tony Moskowitz (center) on Tuesday 
morning before the eight o'clock to start the first day of school. photo by C. Clark
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COOK CITY COUNCIL

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Council hears from FEMA experts at meeting
Substantial damage assessments, flood insurance were primary topic covered in presentations

Author to speak at 
exhibit reception on 
Friday at gallery

COOK- Special guest 
author Katherina Johnson 
will be in Cook on Fri-
day, Sept. 6 to keynote the 
opening reception for the 
September artists display at 
Northwoods Friends of the 
Arts Gallery.

An author who grew up 
on a rocky farm on the Mes-
abi Iron Range, Johnson, 
from the Fond du Lac Reser-
vation, is a teacher and writ-
er of many books and poetry.  
She  wrote “The Wind and 
The Drum,”  a well-known 
book about a girl named Tu-
uli who lived  in the Arctic 
lands of the Midnight Sun 
where  the winters are long 
and harsh. Johnson has a 
new book just coming out, 
“Belzi’s Blizzard." Johnson 
will speak at 6 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served.

The reception will be-
gin at 5 p.m. to honor the 
member artists whose work 
is featured in the gallery in 
September.

The Open Art group, 

a collective of artists who 
gather at the gallery on 
Monday evenings to encour-
age each artist to explore 
their chosen art medium sur-
rdounded by other support-
ive and inspirational crators, 
created the works on display 
this month. 

While admission to the 
exhibit is free, patrons will 
get two treats for the price 
of one this month. The Open 
Art group collaborated on 
one creation, combining 
their interpretation of Vin-
cent Van Gogh’s well-known 
“Starry Night” painting.

Participants in the 
“Starry Night” collaboration 
are:  JoAnn Anderson, Jim 
DeVries, Jody Feist, Linda 
Freeman, Cheryl Harelstad, 
Mel Moschler and Kathy 
Sorgeafrel.

Group members also 
have created pieces celebrat-
ing the city of Cook. 

The NWFA Gallery is 
located at 210 S River St. 
The gallery’s open hours 
hours are Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

NWFA is a nonprofit 
membership arts organiza-
tion with the goal of inspir-
ing, nurturing and celebrat-
ing the arts in the region of 
Cook. For more information 
send an email to nwfamn.
org@gmail.com, visit the 
NWFA website  at www.nw-
famn.org, or see their page 
on Facebook.

Cook History Club 
to resume meetings 
next Wednesday

COOK- The Cook His-
tory Club will resume meet-
ing on Wednesday, Sept.  11 
at 10 a.m. at St Mary’s Cath-
olic Church social hall. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.

Do you have old pictures 
and stories about Cook and 
surrounding areas? Come 
join the fun of reminiscing 
and documenting local his-
tory. The group will compile 
pictures and stories that can 
be shared with future gener-
ations. 

This event is sponsored 
by the Cook Lions Club.

COOK- Flood damage 
assessment in Cook is now 
in the phase of determining 
whether or not individual 
buildings will be required to 
meet current rebuilding stan-
dards required by the city 
through its participation in 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program.

As a participant in 
the NFIP, the city of Cook 
agreed to adopt and enforce 
floodplain management reg-
ulations that meet or exceed 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) stan-
dards. Property owners are 
eligible to get flood insur-
ance through NFIP, although 
they may also use commer-
cial insurers. Cook’s partic-
ipation makes the city eligi-
ble for federal assistance in 
the wake of June’s flood, but 
that aid is associated with re-
construction that aligns with 
required standards.

Brian Killen, senior 
floodplain manager for 
FEMA Region 5, was at 
last Thursday’s Cook City 
Council meeting to explain 
the concept of substantial 
damage and what it means 
for residential and business 
owners in Cook when it 
comes to making property 
repairs or modifications that 
fall in line with the required 

standards.
“As we look at 

flood-damaged structures 
specifically in your regulated 
floodplain, we have to look 
at how much (cost) is pos-
sible to repair that structure 
compared to what the fair 
market value is,” Killen said.

Killen explained that if 
repairs would cost more than 
50 percent of a structure’s 
fair market value, then the 
owner would be required to 
bring the structure in line 
with current standards.

“We would need to no-
tify the property owners that 
they need to elevate or flood-
proof the structure,” Killen 
said. “Typically, with resi-
dential you would need to 
elevate the structure at least 
above the floodplain, and if it 
was commercial floodproof 
it to prevent water from get-
ting into the building.”

Killen said he’s been 
working with city officials 
to compile a list of buildings 
that may have suffered sub-
stantial damage, and after 
owners have been notified 
the next step would be to get 
an engineer to formally in-
spect those structures.

While commercial struc-
tures that are substantially 
damaged have the option to 
floodproof the building to 

keep flood waters out, res-
idential structures have to 
be elevated above the flood 
plain for safety reasons, Kil-
len said.

“You have to elevate 
it above the flood waters to 
really reduce that risk,” he 
said.

At the request of Mayor 
Harold Johnston, Killen em-
phasized that the rules aren’t 
unique to Cook.

“This substantial dam-
age rule has been in place for 
decades now, and it is in all 
the Minnesota communities 
that participate in the flood 
program,” Killen said. “It’s 
in their ordinances – this is 
one of the core things.”

City Administrator The-
resa Martinson said that indi-
vidual meetings will be con-
ducted with property owners 
about the substantial damage 
determinations.

“Every situation is dif-
ferent, so we plan to meet 
with them,” she said. “We 
have instituted a flood plain 
ordinance – this just takes it 
to another level because of 
the floods. And we’d like to 
offer them additional infor-
mation.”

FEMA Region 5 Flood 
Insurance Liaison James 
Sink was present to talk 
about disaster assistance and 

flood insurance.
Sink reminded meeting 

attendees that the federal di-
saster declaration was for all 
of St. Louis County.

“If you had damage to 
your home from the severe 
storms or flooding that hap-
pened between June 16 and 
July 4, you are eligible to ap-
ply for disaster assistance,” 
Sink said.

He noted that in addition 
to assistance from FEMA, 
homeowners may qualify for 
assistance from the Small 
Business Administration.

“The Small Business 
Administration is not just 
about business,” he said. 
“They also offer assistance 
to homeowners for damage 
to their home that is over 
and above the assistance that 
FEMA can offer.”

Sink said recipients of 
flood disaster assistance 
should not expect an amount 
that would return a home to 
its pre-flood condition.

“Disaster assistance is 
not insurance,” he said. “Di-
saster assistance from FEMA 
is intended to make a home 
safe, sanitary, and function-
al.”

Flood insurance, howev-
er, can provide more exten-
sive coverage and does not 
need a disaster declaration to 

invoke, Sink said. And any-
one is eligible to apply for 
flood insurance.

“There’s been a lot of 
misinformation, and a lot of 
insurance agents in the area 
are confused, but I promise 
you that every single one of 
you who has a building in 
the city of Cook or in unin-
corporated St. Louis County, 
you can purchase flood in-
surance,” Sink said. “That is 
because you have that flood-
plain management ordinance 
that Brian was talking about. 
And one more thing about 
flood insurance and FEMA 
and the National Flood In-
surance Program is that you 
do not have to get it from us. 
You can buy flood insurance 
in the private sector. We just 
want people to have flood 
insurance. Less that one half 
of one percent of residential 
buildings in Minnesota are 
protected by a flood insur-
ance policy. We just want 
people to have flood insur-
ance.”

Sink explained that 
homeowners in Cook whose 
property is in the flood-
plain and who receive either 
FEMA or SBA disaster as-
sistance are required to get 
a flood insurance policy for 
their property. He noted that 
the amount of insurance nec-

essary is only enough to cov-
er the amount of the disaster 
assistance provided.

“If you’ve got $5,000 in 
disaster assistance, you only 
need to have a $5,000 flood 
insurance policy,” he said.

For those with in-
come-based needs, Sink said, 
the necessary flood insur-
ance can be obtained through 
FEMA and the amount of a 
three-year premium will be 
deducted up front from the 
disaster assistance award. 
They will have to maintain 
flood insurance at their own 
expense after the three years 
are up.

Sink also said that there 
is a common misperception 
that flood insurance premi-
ums are outlandishly expen-
sive.

“Flood insurance is not 
as expensive as people are led 
to believe,” he said. “Here in 
St. Louis County, on average, 
it’s $723 for an entire year. I 
heard someone say $900 a 
month, but no - $723 a year.” 
Sink said that FEMA will be 
working with the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce to 
canvas all of the insurance 
agents in counties with di-
saster declarations to provide 
one-on-one education about 
flood insurance.

Crane Lake Chapel again hosted National Night Out 
on Aug. 6. Enough money was donated to give $3,000 
donations to both the Buyck and Crane Lake fire 
departments. This year the chapel raised twice as 
much as last year.Pictured is Pastor Steve Bergerson 
presenting a check for $3,000 to Crane Lake Fire 
Chief Jeff Sandborn.

A 
Tradition
of Trust
•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

Thank You
Thank you, Jerry Ohotto, for donating gravel 2 years in a 
row, Justin Nukala for donating the equipment, and Brad 
Simpson for donating the labor for a job well done. The 
parking lot is in much better condition because of your 
generosity. The Veterans greatly appreciate your gift and 
continued support. 

VFW Post 1757 • Cook, Mn.

Top: Third graders Kamden Ableman, left, and Kaiden 
Kuhlmann wear determined looks as they head for 
their buses.

Center: Fifth grader Kendal Duame appears happy to 
get outside after her first day back.

Upper right: Fourth graders Bentley Frazer, left, and 
Rockie Jo Weston call it a day.

Lower right: Senior Aliya Ehrbright, left, takes 
advantage of the end of the day to check her cell 
phone on the first day that North Woods imple-
mented new restrictions on cell phone use during 
instructional time. Sophomore Kaelyn Erhbright walks 
beside her.
photos by D. Colburn

Back to school!!!
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ARREST...Continued from page 1

CANNABIS MANAGEMENT

Three in area get spots in cannabis license lottery

HARVEST...Continued from page 1
Eagle Customs. Some new 
vendors are Anja Parenteau 
Pottery, White Pine Artworks, 
B Friendly, and Rabuck 
Handmade Knives & Leather. 
These are just a few of the 
new and returning vendors. 

Plan to spend the day and visit 
them all. 

The food court features 
Curbside Crepes, Becky’s 
Oriental, SB Concessions, and 
many other favorites. It has 
delicious offerings, including 

two new area trucks: Rose 
Cottage Baking Co. from 
Cook, with its wonderful 
baked goods, and Grilled 
Cheese Galore from Gilbert, 
with amazing grilled cheese 
everyone will love. 

Of course, the Kiwanis are 
in the park pavilion, dishing 
out delicious pie, coffee, ice 
cream, and other treats.

In addition to the vendors 
in Whiteside Park, “Shop 
Harvest Days” for Ely’s 

storefront businesses starts 
on Thursday, Sept. 5, and 
runs through Sunday, Sept. 
8. It begins a day ahead of the 
festival, so visiting vendors at 
the park can have time to shop, 
and features featured products, 

sales, and special events. 
The Ely Chamber of 

Commerce will have a map at 
ely.org/events on the Harvest 
Moon Festival page.

legal limit of 0.08 percent for 
most drivers. Under state law, 
however, school bus drivers 
are prohibited from having any 

alcohol in their system while 
operating a bus.

Seventeen children were 
on the bus at the time of the 

arrest, but no injuries were 
reported. School district staff 
took custody of the bus and 
students, and parents were 

notified.
Israelson was arrested 

and booked into the St. Louis 
County Jail on preliminary 

charges of second-degree 
DWI, a gross misdemeanor. 

The St. Louis County 
Attorney’s Office will make 

the official charging decision 
at a later point.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITIES

Tues and Sat: 8 a.m.−1 p.m. Sat: 8 a.m.−1 p.m.

KABETOGAMA LAKE 
CANISTER SITE
10150 Gamma Rd

ORR CANISTER SITE
4038 Hwy 53

REGIONAL LANDFILL        
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, 
Virginia

SSUUMMMMEERR  HHOOUURRSS
MMoonn,,  Wed: 9 a.m. - Noon 
Sat: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

SSUUMMMMEERR  HHOOUURRSS 
TTuuee:: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
TThhuu:: 2 p.m.— 7 p.m. 
SSaatt:: 8 a.m.—noon 
SSuunn:: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

COUNTY 77 CANISTER SITE
2038 County Rd. 77 
Greenwood Twp

SSUUMMMMEERR  HHOOUURRSS 
TTuuee: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
TThhuu: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
SSaatt: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
SSuunn: Noon−6 p.m.

© 2024 St. Louis County, All Rights Reserved

Keep it Clean,  
St. LOUIS COUNTY

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
218-749-9703 | OFFICE HOURS MON - FRI 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

SSuummmmeerr  hhoouurrss  eeffffeeccttiivvee  AApprriill  1155  --  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  3300

ASH RIVER TRAIL 
CANISTER SITE
11391 Ash River Trail

SSUUMMMMEERR  HHOOUURRSS 
WWeedd::  1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Sat: 2:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing

HOURS
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.−4:30 p.m. 
Sat: 8 a.m.−3:30 p.m.

HOURS
Mon: 10 a.m.—6 p.m.
Tues thru Sat: 9 a.m.—3:30 p.m.

COOK TRANSFER 
STATION
2134 S. Beatty Rd. Cook

PORTAGE CANISTER SITE
6992 Crane Lake Rd, Buyck

SSUUMMMMEERR HOURS
TTuuee: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
TThhuu: 10 a.m.— 1 p.m. 
SSaatt:: 1 p.m.—5 p.m. 
SSuunn: 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

REGIONAL— When 
Minnesota legislators passed 
sweeping cannabis reform leg-
islation in 2023, a cornerstone 
of the proposal was providing 
“social equity” in the licensing 
process for groups that had 
been harmed by past enforce-
ment of marijuana prohibition.

Revised in a 2024 update 
to the law, the social equity 
program aims to give a fair 
chance to those most affected 
by the war on drugs, including 
veterans, people with prior 
marijuana convictions, those 
from high-poverty areas, and 
small farmers. The goal is to 
ensure these groups can par-
ticipate in the legal cannabis 
market.

The Minnesota Office of 
Cannabis Management con-
ducted a pre-approval process 
for social equity applicants 
that ended on Aug. 12. Those 
who qualified will compete 
in a lottery for a limited 
number of licenses reserved 
specifically for social equity 
recipients and will have the 
opportunity to get a head start 
on their businesses prior to the 
issuance of a formal license.

Among 1,817 pre-ap-

provals are applicants from 
Cook, Tower, and Ely, who 
like other Minnesotans are 
competing against a field 
that is heavily inundated with 
out-of-state applicants for a 
piece of the action in what is 
expected to be a $1.5 billion 
market by 2030.

Only 802 of the pre-ap-
proved applications —about 
44 percent—came from 
Minnesota residents. The 
remainder came from across 
the country, with many appli-
cants from California and 
Arizona. Legislators chose 
not to include a residency 
requirement in the cannabis 
legislation because court 
actions in other states have 
struck down residency pro-
visions, including in Maine, 
where a federal judge deemed 
a residency requirement to be 
unconstitutional.

This out-of-state interest 
has created tension between 
those wanting to build a local 
industry and those seeking 
to capitalize on Minnesota’s 
emerging market, including 
well-funded, out-of-state 
entrepreneurs.

“We knew out-of-state 
parties were going to come in, 
so it didn’t take some of us by 
surprise,” said Carol Moss, a 

cannabis industry attorney and 
member of the state Cannabis 
Advisory Council. “We knew 
we couldn’t keep out-of-state 
parties out because that has 
been deemed unconstitutional 
in other states.”
Lottery chances

The Office of Cannabis 
Management will award just 
280 pre-approved licenses 
across nine different business 
license categories. The two 
most sought-after licenses in 
the lottery are for cannabis 
microbusinesses and cannabis 
mezzobusinesses.

Cannabis microbusiness-
es “can grow, make, sell, 
and buy cannabis (including 
plants and seedlings) and 
lower-potency hemp products. 
They can also have on-site 
lounges where customers 
can use cannabis,” accord-
ing to the office’s website.  
Pre-approved applicants in 
Tower and Ely are in this 
category. With 586 applicants 
for 100 licenses to be awarded 
in the lottery, applicants have 
roughly a one-in-six chance 
of success.

The competition is even 
stiffer in the cannabis mez-
zobusiness category, which 
includes the applicant from 

Cook. A mezzobusiness 
license allows an entrepre-
neur to operate up to three 
locations and allows for triple 
the square footage of culti-
vation space compared to a 
microbusiness. The Office 
of Cannabis Management 
received 372 requests for this 
type of license, but will award 
only 23 in the lottery, a one-
in-16 chance.

Lottery winners will still 
have hurdles to clear before 
moving ahead with their busi-
ness development. They will 
have to demonstrate to state 
regulators that they have a 
viable business location, local 
approvals, adequate funding, 
and that the primary investors 
meet social equity criteria.

A key revision in the 
law this year allows early 
cultivation for micro- and 
mezzobusinesses. This provi-
sion aims to ensure that there 
is product available for sale 
when dispensaries open in the 
spring of 2025.

Meanwhile, those who 
don’t win one of the pre-ap-
proved social equity licenses 
in the lottery will still be eli-
gible for the regular cannabis 
licensing process. A second 
lottery for all applicants has 
yet to be scheduled, and the 

state has placed temporary 
caps on certain licenses, such 
as microbusinesses, testing 
facilities, and delivery ser-
vices, to manage the market’s 
rollout. These caps will be 
lifted once the industry is fully 
operational.

However, the social 
equity applicant mix may 
hold clues that the rollout of 
the industry could face some 
challenges. For example, can-
nabis products must be tested 
by independent labs before 
they can be sold, yet there 
were only five applicants for 
the 50 licenses available in the 
lottery. Cannabis transporters 
and wholesalers had only half 
of the applicants necessary to 
fill the lottery awards in those 
categories.
Maintaining fairness

The Office of Cannabis 
Management is taking steps 
to prevent large corporations 
and multi-state operators from 
exploiting the social equity 
system by partnering with 
applicants to secure licenses. 
This has been an issue in other 
states, such as Missouri, where 
regulators have had to revoke 
permits due to such practices.

“That helps us make sure 
that there aren’t any large 

corporations or multi-state 
operators that might be trying 
to sort of get in and game the 
system through an ownership 
with a social equity applicant, 
sort of on the front end,” said 
Josh Collins, communications 
director for the office.
Demographics

A breakdown of the ver-
ified social equity applicant 
pool reveals that most are 
military veterans, making 
up 39 percent of the total. 
Originally, social equity pro-
visions included only veterans 
with disabilities, members 
of the National Guard and 
veterans who were demoted 
because of cannabis-related 
offenses, but the Legislature 
changed that this year to make 
all veterans eligible. 

Other groups that made up 
a significant percentage of the 
applicants include those with 
marijuana-related convictions 
(29 percent), individuals from 
high-poverty or high-en-
forcement areas (25 percent), 
individuals with dependents 
who have marijuana-related 
convictions (six percent), and 
small farmers (one percent).

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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HEALTH CARE

Nursing shortage 
eases statewide

DAMAGE...Continued from page 1
Velde said progress has been 
slowed by the overwhelming 
nature of the damage and the 
limited road staff available to 
work on repairs. The forest 
service road system is almost 
entirely gravel and often 
minimal maintenance, which 
makes it particularly vulner-
able to the kind of overland 
flooding experienced during 
the June 18 storm. 

The damage wasn’t just 
confined to roads. Velde said 
several bridges were also 
damaged or destroyed and 
replacement of those struc-
tures will take more time. He 
said some material shortages 
have also contributed to the 
delay on bridge repairs.

While the cost of repair-
ing all the roads could be 
substantial, Velde said the 
forest service is not cur-
rently intending to abandon 
any roads at this point. “We 
don’t want to leave roads 
permanently closed,” he said. 
“None have been written off 
at this point.”

The national forest has 
been seeking outside assis-

tance. “We have gotten 
some extra help from other 
forests,” said Velde. “But 
we didn’t budget for road 
maintenance at a level to 
cover all this additional stuff 
that was caused by the storm. 
It was an overwhelming 
amount of work for the staff 
we had aboard.” Velde said 
the Superior has applied for 
some emergency funding 
but it remains uncertain how 
much may ultimately be made 
available.

He said uncertainty 
around the presidential elec-
tion and potential future 
funding for the agency is 
keeping the budget strings 
pretty tight, a situation he 
doesn’t expect to resolve 
itself until after the November 
election.

Velde said staff on the 
forest have been working hard 
to address the situation. “The 
one factor that is not contrib-

uting to the long timeline [for 
repairs] is the folks who work 
here on the forest. Engineers 
and trail crews have been 
doing a great job. Putting 
in extra hours, it’s been a 
tremendous effort.”

New road closures 
announced Aug. 29 on the 
Superior include:

FR 199 (Hunting Shack 

Rd.), FR 487 (Gold Mine 
Rd.), and FR 487A (Gold 
Mine Impoundment Rd.), all 
on the LaCroix District.

 FR 528, FR 721 and 
721A (Pine Lane), and FR 
1822 (Trigstad Road), all on 
the Laurentian District.

 FR 388 (August Lake 
Road) on the Kawishiwi 
District. 

Right: Portaging a canoe 
through the washout at the 
Mudro Lake access, north 
of Ely. photo courtesy USFS

TRANSPORTATION

Dueling construction an inconvenience for Cook-to-Tower drivers
REGIONAL— The closure 

of Hwy. 1 on Tuesday, just west 
of the Y Store, created more 
than the usual inconvenience for 
travelers between the Cook and 
Tower areas this week. 

For weeks this summer, most 
of the east-west traffic in the 
area has shifted onto Hwy. 1 to 

avoid the traffic delays and rough 
conditions stemming from the 
ongoing mill and overlay project 
along County. Rd. 115, the other 
east-west option between Tower 
and Cook. 

But that option disappeared 
as of Tuesday this week for the 
replacement of a culvert about 
three miles west of the Y Store. 
Rather than work with vehicle 

traffic, the contractors opted to 
close the road entirely, detouring 
the Hwy. 1 traffic onto County Rd. 
115. While the surface milling on 
that project is complete, portions 
of the road remained unpaved as 
of Tuesday and work and traffic 
delays were continuing on the 
project.

According to MnDOT, work 
on the Hwy. 1 culvert project is 

expected to last through next 
Wednesday, Sept. 11. It’s unclear 
whether Hwy. 1 will be closed 
that entire time, but detour signs 
will be posted until the roadway 
is reopened. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Right: Hwy. 1 from Hwy. 53 
nearly to the Y Store was closed 
this week for culvert replacement.

photo by M. Helmberger

REGIONAL – The 
nursing staffing shortage that 
reached crisis levels during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has eased statewide, accord-
ing to a Minnesota Hospital 
Association (MHA) report, 
but challenges in health care 
staffing remain, particularly 
for rural areas of the state.

The MHA analysis, 
released Tuesday, paints a 
mixed picture of the status of 
nursing in the state’s health 
care system.

The number of nurse job 
vacancies in 2023 declined for 
the first time since the onset 
of the COVID pandemic, 
with the number of working 
nurses increasing for a fifth 
consecutive year. Over that 
same five years, the number 
of registered nurses increased 
by 17.6 percent, driven in part 
by licensed practical nurses 
and certified nurse assistants 

getting the additional edu-
cation necessary to upgrade 
their licenses. On average, 
3.8 percent of LPNs and 4.6 
percent of CNAs became RNs 
in each of the past three years.

But while there may be 
more registered nurses in the 
workforce, over 60 percent 
of them are working less than 
32 hours a week, an all-time 
low. And in rural Minnesota, 
the departure rate of nurses 
from health care facilites 
increased by 22 percent. 
Ely-Bloomenson Community 
Hospital currently has open-
ings for two registered nurses 
and one LPN, and the Cook 
Hospital is seeking one regis-
tered nurse for the hospital and 
another for the care center, as 
well as two nursing assistants 
for the care center.

Pay rates could affect 
recruitment of nurses in 
rural areas. According to 
the report, Minnesota nurses 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...NURSES pg.11
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WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

2023 Chevrolet Surburban LT 4WD
Harvest a Great Deal!Harvest a Great Deal!

Sunroof, heated seats & steering 
wheel, power release 2nd row 
buckets, HD surround vision, side 
blind zone alert, rear cross traffic 
alert, lane change alert, power tilt 
and telescopic steering column. 
MSRP $73,885 

Sale Price $68,450

2023 ChevroletTrailblazer ACTIV
Automatic air conditioning, 8” diag-
onal color touchscreen, rear cross 
traffic alert, lane change alert, side 
blind zone alert. 
MSRP  $29,715          

Sale Price 
$28,195

 Tower-Soudan
HARVEST MOON GARAGE SALES

List also available on Facebook
at: FALL TOWER-SOUDAN GARAGE SALES

Saturday, September 7
9 AM-3 PM

• Signs Around Town •
         TOWER 
• 301 Main St.
• 208 Cedar St.
• 410 S. 2nd St.
• Flea Market-601 Main St. 
  & Birch St.
  (10-4.....in back)

      SOUDAN  
• 30 First Ave.,
   (Corner First Ave 
    & Superior St.)

• Offering •
Marine Engine Repair & Service, 

Boat Repair & Rigging,
and Welding & Fabrication

Must Call to Make Appointment
NO WALK INS  

Call Kyle at 218-235-3952



have the highest rate of pay 
in the nation, as adjusted for 
the cost of living, averaging 
$95,000 in 2023. That can 
work to increase retention but 
can also act as a draw to pull 
nurses from rural positions 
to more lucrative urban jobs. 
Minneapolis and St. Paul rank 
in the top 10 U.S. cities for 
nurse pay.

The report also highlights 
concern about the impact 
retirements will have on the 

number of physicians in the 
state. Over 14 percent of 
general practitioners and 20 
percent of specialty physicians 
are expected to retire in the 
next five years. The impact 
will have a disproportion-
ate effect in rural areas, as 
overall physician employment 
in Greater Minnesota has 
declined in recent years.

A 2023 report from the 
Minnesota Department of 
Health sheds more light on 

the looming rural physician 
shortage. The median age of 
physicians practicing in rural 
areas of the state is 59 years 
old, compared to 47 in urban 
areas. According to MDH, one 
in three rural physicians plan 
to retire by 2028.

The MHA report indicates 
that the development of new 
medical school campuses in 
Duluth and St. Cloud and a 
new nursing program at the 
University of St. Thomas 

could help to shore up the 
Greater Minnesota health 
care workforce, as could 
increased internship possibil-

ities. Another key component 
to building the workforce is 
increasing health professional 
loan forgiveness, the report 

suggests.
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Progress made on new windows for Ely schools
ELY SCHOOLS

NURSES...Continued from page 1

ELY- The Ely School Board 
didn’t need the construction update 
received on Aug. 27 to know that the 
unsightly orange window panels at 
the Washington Elementary School 
are finally gone. The school board 
cast its final “good riddance” at its 
study session last week as Facilities 
Director Tim Leeson caught board 
members up on the progress of the 
district’s Phase II improvements 
project.

The ongoing construction 
project covers many items which 
were dropped from the 21st Century 
facilities project due to infla-
tion-driven cost overruns and a costly 
unforeseen sewer repair. In addition 
to the windows, the elementary 
school bathrooms were renovated, 
with the additions of full-length 
doors on bathroom stalls and new 
automatic sinks.

While the exterior look of the 
elementary school has improved, the 

inside effect of the windows is a hit 
with teachers. 

“Andrea Thomas’s (class) 
room in the southeast corner had 

no windows and now she has two 
and it makes a world of difference,” 
Superintendent Anne Oelke told the 
board.

Kindergarten teacher Heidi 
Omerza raved about her new 
windows Tuesday morning before 
her students arrived. “I love this,” 
she said. “The new windows are 
wonderful. It’s so bright in here I 
don’t need to turn on the lights.”

Ely Memorial High School also 
is getting new windows, though work 
on that building is not yet complete.  
Window installation is ongoing on 
the north side of the building, which 
was in progress even as school started 
for the year on Tuesday.

The district has arranged spare 
classrooms to hold classes while 
their regular rooms wait for their 
new windows. 

“Work on the high school 
windows, blinds, and sills will 
continue into November, but it will 
be completed this year,” Leeson 
informed the board. 

Completed in time for the start of 
school were the windows in the main, 
new keyed and fobbed doors, and a 
renovated art room and chemistry lab.

In other business at the study 

session:
 Oelke informed the board 

that the school district is readying 
a survey in support of its strategic 
planning listening sessions which it 
will conduct this fall. Oelke reported 
that the link to the survey will be 
posted to the ely.k12.mn.us website. 
The time window for school system 
stakeholders to fill out the survey will 
run through Friday, Oct. 4.

  The school district has 
three open positions to fill during 
the upcoming general election in 
November; however, only two can-
didates filed to run for those seats on 
the school board. Eligible residents of 
the school district can be elected as 
write-in candidates. If there is more 
than one write-in candidate, the top 
write-in candidate wins. Write-in 
candidates can decline their election. 

In the event there is no write-in 
candidate, the board can appoint a 
member for one year but most hold 
a special election to seat a member 
in the following year.

Gaping holes in the front of Ely Memorial High School as 
workers continue to install windows at the school at 8:15 a.m. 
on the first day of school on Tuesday.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

photo by C. Clark

We Are So Proud Of Our 
Direct Support Professionals! 

 The week of September 8-14 is a National Recognition of the work they do. 
We are celebrating them, their passion, and commitment to supporting 

people with disabilities in our community. 

Mike Flug   21
Lana  Mattonen 17
Nancy Orcutt     14
Beth Bushman   13
Hans Olsen    13
Josh Sutter  11
Paul Bloom   9
Tristen Tuura   9
Deann Schatz   8
Scott Sutter    8
Jon Shenett   7
Michael Thompson   7

James Jacks    7
Aaron Kaufenberg   7
Amanda Eggebraaten 6  
Jan Popescu   6
Devin Chamberlin 6
Mel Vagel 5
Sam Sutter  5
Dan Myers  5
Colleen Durham  5
Tammy Lasart  5
Jessica Hoffman  4
Megan Arends  3
Kim Graves  3

Collin Warnock  3
Tony Kolp  3
Patty Williams  3
Zach Warloff  2
Wendy Varey  1
Alex Maple  1
Deb Shenett 1
Aaron Holmsten  1
Jeremy Watson
Jason Hughes
Kassidy O’Neal
Krystal Bergstrom

Thank you to the following DSPs in order of years of service:

REMEMBERING  9-11-01
JOIN US 

SEPTEMBER 14
Eagles Nest 

Fire/EMS Auxiliary
(Nonprofit 501(3)c Organization)

FOR THE FOURTH ANNUAL 3K/5K WALK/BIKE EVENT
Beginning at the Eagles Nest Fire Dept. • 9 AM

Entry fee is $30/person for early registration or $32/person at the gate.
Fee includes T-Shirt/water/snacks

For more information or interest in sponsorship contact Larry McCray at:
hdfyr@aol.com or 734-341-4186

REMEMBERING  9-11-01

Name

Address                                                          City                             State           Zip

Shirt Size(s)                                                            #Attending

Sponsorship Welcomed   $

Mail Payment To:   
Eagles Nest Fire/EMS Auxiliary
1552 Bear Head State Park Road
Ely, MN 55731

Registration Form

 • Not attending but wish to 
    reserve your cool T-shirts $30 ea., Size(s)
• Not attending but want to make a small 
   donation to support the mission of the
   Auxiliary

125 Register online at ENFEA.ORG

Cook • Bigfork • Tower • Eveleth • Northome
Floodwood • Big Falls

Same Day Appointments Available

New Fall Hours: Monday- Saturday 8:30-5;  Sunday 9-4
(218) 753-4190 • 6143 Pike Bay Dr, Tower • E-mail: aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

Labor Day SaleLabor Day Sale

25-5025-50%% Off  all  Off  all 
clothing & gifts clothing & gifts 

Low prices on all remaining Crest Pontoons,Low prices on all remaining Crest Pontoons,
Lund Boats and Thunderjet Boats!Lund Boats and Thunderjet Boats!

Great CASH INCENTIVES to BUY NOW from all our lines!Great CASH INCENTIVES to BUY NOW from all our lines!

Forest Service extends public comment on school trust land sale
PUBLIC LANDS

REGIONAL— The 
Superior National Forest has 
extended the public comment 
period on the forest service’s 
proposal to purchase approxi-
mately 80,000 acres of school 
trust lands located within the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness.

“With only 43 comments 
received to date combined 

with requests for an extension 
during our open houses we 
have extended the comment 
period through Sept. 17,” said 
Tom Hall, Superior National 
Forest Supervisor. “We also 
now have a 27-minute video 
presentation on the project 
page to help the public better 
understand the project and the 
process.”  The scoping phase 
of NEPA is not a decision, it’s 
an opportunity for the public 

to give feedback prior to a 
decision. 

The scoping period is an 
important step in the process 
established by the National 
Environmental Policy Act, or 
NEPA, as it allows the public 
to understand the purpose and 
need of the proposed action. 
The public is also encouraged 
to submit comments during 
this time as it allows the forest 
service to potentially refine 

the proposed action through 
consideration of issues or 
potential impacts raised.  

Originally, the scoping 
comment period was to close 
on Sept. 3. However, after 
receiving input and questions 
through recent public engage-
ment, forest officials opted 
for the two-week extension 
that will allow more time for 
the public to submit feedback 
on the proposed purchase 

of school trust and state tax 
forfeit land managed by St. 
Louis County within the 
BWCAW. 

Importantly, the pro-
posed action described in 
the scoping package has not 
changed.  Comments should 
still be submitted by using 
the “Comment on Project” tab 
on the right-hand side of the 
project webpage. The project 
webpage remains the same 

and can be found at https://
www.fs.usda.gov/project/
superior/?project=66600. 

Hard copy comments may 
also be accepted by sending 
to: Thomas Hall, Forest 
Supervisor, ATTN School 
Trust, St. Louis County, and 
TCF Land Purchase Project, 
Forest Headquarters, 8901 
Grand Avenue Place, Duluth, 
MN 55808.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

• In-store jewelry
& watch repair

• Cash for 
Gold & Silver

• SISU JEWELRY

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

PET
FOOD

Cook VFW
POST 1757

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

Open Daily: Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)

HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

Thursday: BINGO
Food Served 4:30-5:30 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM
Friday

BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7
Burgers starting at $7
Take-out available

(218)666-0500

COOK- The docks at 
The Landing on Lake Ver-
milion were crowded with 
people on Sunday as they 
surveyed the entries in the 
32nd annual Lake Vermilion 
Antique and Classic Boat 
Show. 
“The turnout seemed to be 
really good,” said Sandy 
Jackson, one of the event’s 
organizers. “It helps when 
it’s not 95 degrees.”

The Captain’s Choice 
award winner was a 22-foot 
1948 Hacker-Craft named 
“Miss Minnesota” from 
Lake Minnetonka, owned 
by Steve and Nancy Shoop. 
Jackson provided a bit of 
history about the boat.

“It was one of four 
transport boats to Big Island 
(on Lake Minnetonka) for 
the Excelsior amusement 
park,” Jackson said. “Steve 
found it in a gas station 
garage in Excelsior. It had 
been sitting there for years 
and he offered the guy some 
money and got the boat.”

The People’s Choice 
award went to “Swan Song,” 
a 1938 Chris-Craft custom 
runabout owned by Terry 
Hurley.

The show, sponsored 
by Land-O-Lakes Classic 
Boat Club, also serves as a 
benefit for the Lake Ver-
milion Fire Brigade and the 
Vermilion Lake Association. 
Jackson said they were able 
to present $2,000 checks to 
each organization from the 
proceeds of this year’s show.

Left: The Captain’s Choice award 
winner was a 22-foot 1948 Hacker-
Craft named “Miss Minnesota” from 
Lake Minnetonka, owned by Steve 
and Nancy Shoop

Below left: This 1974 Thistle sailboat 
“Yellow Feather” stood out from 
among the motored entries in the 
show, both for its mode of propul-
sion and its bright yellow color. The 
owners are Jim and Amy Andrews.

Below right: One of the larger boats 
in this year’s show was “Sally 
Anne,” a 26-foot 1947 Stancraft day 
cruiser owned by Mark and Sally 
Ludlow.

Bottom right: A trio of youngsters 
enjoys sitting and talking near the 
“Suzie Q,” a familiar entry in the 
show. The 1926 Old Town canvas 
canoe has a canvas-wrapped exte-
rior and canvas-wrapped sponsons, 
air-filled chambers, attached to each 
side that make the canoe unsink-
able. The canoe is owned by Steve 
Young and Sandy Jackson.
photos by D. Colburn

Classic boats draw big crowds at annual show



ELY- Don’t believe that art jobs 
are real jobs? You should talk to 
Nina Wray.

Wray, the owner of Moon Dog 
Studio, is a full-time ceramicist, 
living and working in Ely and is the 
Timberjay’s featured artist for the 
Harvest Moon Festival.

While Wray was raised in the 
Twin Cities area, she was born in 
Hobart, Tasmania to an American 
mother and an Australian father. Her 
family moved to Minnesota from 
Australia when she was around one 
year old. 

Wray credits her interest in 
ceramic arts to her experience at 
Plymouth’s Wayzata High School 
and her art teacher. “Pottery was 
the thing that got me through school 
when I didn’t want to go to school,” 
Wray told the Timberjay. “My 
teacher, Nancy Hanily-Dolan, made 
students take art seriously.”

Wray attended Colorado State 
University with the aim of making art 
a career but left after three semesters. 
“The big school and I just weren’t a 
good fit.” While she decided what to 
do and where to go next, she became 
an intern with the Voyageur Outward 
Bound School in 2010. She liked 
working for Outward Bound and 
stayed for the next ten years. Along 
the way, she married Brian Liggett, 
who she met at Outward Bound. 

Starting a business
Wray picked up a used potter’s 

wheel and kiln in 2018 and started 
making ceramics again as a hobby. 
“At first, I was making stuff for 
family and friends. Then, I started 
looking over what I wanted to do for 
work and investigated if this was a 
viable career.”

In 2019, Wray and Liggett 
bought a house in Ely across from 
the high school. Wray installed her 

wheel in the basement. Wray pro-
duced pottery for sale part-time while 
working part-time with Outward 
Bound.

In 2021, she went fulltime with 
Moon Dog Studio, taking her wares 
to weekend craft fairs from May 
through December. She also sells 
her work at the Ely Farmers Market, 

the Blueberry/Art and Harvest Moon 
festivals as well as online at moon-
dogceramicstudio.com.

Wray has already developed a 
dedicated customer base, and she’s 
recently expanded into wholesale 
and custom orders. She’s also placed 
her ceramic pieces in the Meadows 
Gallery in Ely, the A.M.F. Gallery 

in the Northrup King Building in 
Minneapolis, and the museum stores 
at the Minnesota History Center and 
the Mill City Museum.

The regular round of craft shows 
have paid off in more than just sales, 
said Wray. She’s met contacts whose 
custom work or wholesale requests 
helped her to extend the business 
reach of Moon Dog Studio. 

Her extension into wholesale 
production stemmed from a con-
versation at a recent craft fair. “We 
met at my booth and we chatted. She 
was with the Minnesota Historical 
Society, and through her I was able 
to sell my work in the museum stores. 
She’s also met others who came later 
with large custom requests, like the 
owners of Ember & Bean Roasting 
Co. The business has a pair of shops, 
in Hudson, Wis., and Oakdale, Minn., 
selling barista-made coffee drinks 
and coffee beans roasted on the 
premises. Ember & Bean ordered a 
coffee shop’s worth of identical sets 
of dishes including cups, saucers, 
and bowls. Another order saw Wray 
producing corporate gifts: close 
to two hundred identical pots all 
stamped with the custom logo for 
United Airlines Mileage Plus Visa 
cardholders. 

Moon Dog
Wray named her business after 

the rare phenomenon of paraselene, 
commonly called moon dogs, where 
a halo or one or more bright spots 
appears around the moon. This 
atmospheric rarity is comparable to 
the equally uncommon occurrence 
of parhelion, or sun dogs.

“I have been lucky enough to see 
moon dogs on many of my trips into 
the wilderness. I chose the name to 
remember those times and my love 
of the outdoors,” Wray said.
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

2024 Harvest Moon Festival2024 Harvest Moon Festival
From Outward Bound to full-time artist

Harvest Moon
Whiteside Park, Ely

Sept. 6, 7 & 8

Friday: 9-5
Saturday: 9-5  
Sunday: 10-3

Your guide to the 2024 Harvest Moon FestivalYour guide to the 2024 Harvest Moon Festival
Use the map below to locate all your favorite artists and food booths

WHITESIDE PARK • SHERIDAN STREET Field of Dreams Gifts
  & Crafts 90
Fiskur Leather 102
Fredrick’s Forest 5
Frozen Tundra P
Gio Stay Alive 25
Good Wolf Bowls 100
Hagar’s Viking
  Seasoning 15
Heavenly Designs Wood-
  working 14
Heim-Made 80.81
Jenifer LeClair, Author 7
Katie Bromme 
  Watercolor 73
Keepsakes 21.22
Kettle Mania B
Leather Eagle
  Customs 3.4
Ledge Wood
  Creations 53
Levandowski Pottery 13
LHR Images 27
Linda’s Luminaries 64
Masterpieces 83.84
MeeMa’s Coffee LLC F.G
Minnesota Mist 45
Moon Dog Studio 35
Morning Glory
  Creations 17
Mr. G’s Legacy 36
Mystic Sparrow 93
Naena Jewelry 12
Natural Expressions 47
North Country Trail
  Association 46

Organization Booth# 
Arkstone 16
Bear Island Art Factory LLC  
 74
Becky’s Oriental Foods A
Beverley’s Jewels 67
Beyond Nuts Q1
BoB-a-Q Smoke-
  house & Grill K.L.M
Brian Dean Miller
  Glass 11
Burly Babe 103
Christian’s Maple
  Syrup 38
Classic Creations 61.62
Coconut Dreams Skin
  Care 98.99
Community Caring for
Community (Well Being
Development) 55
Curbside Crepes N.O
Dafne Caruso Artist
  & Jeweler 91
David Johnson
Cabinet Maker 82
Debra Zubrod 107
DeerTshirts.com 59.60
Elizabeth x2 8
Ely Chamber of
  Commerce 69
Ely Hoop Club 32
Ely Kiwanis Club Pavilion
Ely Northern Stitches 18
Fair Haven Honey
  Farm 37

P.E.O. 65
Permanent by Abigail 40
Pharr Thrown Pottery 75.76
Prange’s Fabric
  Pictures 52
Raucous Jewelry 97
Raven Knives 71
Reduce, Reinvent,
  Relove 85
Rusty Nail Woodcraft 23.24
SB Concessions C.D
Schweiby’s
  Concessions H.I
Sheyenne Paddle Co. 101
Smokey Photo 86.87
Superior Currents 34
Superior Photographs 104.105
Suz and Roo 26
Tanner Talbot Pottery 48
Terri’s Treasures 50
The Freezing Squirrel 70
The Studio Candle Co 77.78.79
Timbers Edge
  Resources 89
True Vivid Stone LLC 72
Up North Trading Co. 41.42
Walking Wood 10
Waters Edge Art 92
WICOLA 66
Wild Fern Herbal
  Soaps 88
Wood To Life 49

HARVEY STREET

N

Above: Nina Wray in her basement studio. Below: A selection of 
cups that will be for sale at Harvest Moon.  photos by C. Clark
Right: The bottom stamp on Wray’s pots made for United Airlines 
Mileage Plus Visa cardholders.  photo by N. Wray
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VIRGINIA, MN Immaculate country home located 12 mi 
to Lake Vermilion & 12 mi to Virginia! Updated home fea-
tures front & back decks, patio, area for garden, 2 stall 

gar, guest cab-
in, storage bldg 
& chicken coop.  

OFFERED AT           $324,000
DETAILS    3 BD/2 BTH         2,029 SF                  
     2.85 acres

See Virtual Tours & Every Agency’s Property Listings On Our Easy Map Search!

“The finest Realtor I’ve ever worked with 
in my life.” - Tim K.

Sold Aug

Hoyt Lakes- $248,000

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!         218-780-6644         www.JanischRealty.com

Sold AugSold AugSold Aug

Vermilion - $975,000Vermilion - $498,500Vermilion - $674,500

TOWER, MN  Sunset facing Lake Vermilion retreat with 
excellent swimming shoreline on Frazer Bay! Offers beau-
tifully remodeled cabin, original garage & shed, sauna, 

boathouse, guest 
cabin, dock, boat 
launch & RV pad. 

EVELETH, MN Immaculate single level brick home in great 
Morningside location. Kitchen opens to spacious livingrm 
& door to deck. 3 bedrooms & full bath on main floor. 

Full basement 
w/ rec room. City 
water and sewer.

OFFERED AT           $595,000
DETAILS        2 BD/1 BTH       624 SF
                       90 ft shoreline   0.8 acres

OFFERED AT           $198,500
DETAILS         3 BD/1.5 BTH      1,680 SF
         0.12 acres

COOK, MN Lake Vermilion private island with a 3 bed-
room over the water cabin, sauna & guest cabin! Just 
a short boat ride across calm water to your bunkhouse 

& boathouse lot 
on the mainland. 

OFFERED AT           $998,500
DETAILS    3 BD/PRIVY            900 SF
    ISLAND AND LOT  2.1 acres

COOK, MN Like having your own secluded Lake Vermil-
ion resort! Main cabin, log sauna guest cabin & sleep-
ing cabin all at the waters edge with excellent swimming 

shoreline. Ad-
joining property 
also available.

TOWER, MN  Whole private island centrally located on 
Lake Vermilion in beautiful Frazer Bay! A short boat 
ride to launch/marinas. Includes fixer upper cabin with 

protected dock 
& swimming.

OFFERED AT           $749,500
DETAILS    4 BD/1 BTH            2,080 SF
   1,385 ft shoreline   13.5 acres

OFFERED AT           $198,500
DETAILS     1 BD/PRIVY            360 SF
    PRIVATE ISLAND    0.3 acres

GILBERT, MN Year round beachhouse on private peninsu-
la at Cedar Island Lake! Great location just 10 mi to Vir-
ginia or 5 mi to Giants Ridge, this cedar sided home offers 

a heated 2 st ga-
rage, gazebo, lake-
side deck & dock.

OFFERED AT           $698,500
DETAILS    3 BD/1.5 BTH       1,520 SF                  
     440 ft shoreline    6.7 acres

ELY, MN   Burntside private island retreat with mainland 
lot! Island features 20.9 acres & 1,543 ft SW facing shore-
line w/5 cabins & 4 yurts. A short boat ride to mainland 

4.8 acre lot w/ 400 
ft of swimming 
shoreline & dock. 

TOWER, MN  Ideal location on Lake Vermilion’s beloved 
Birch Point! Open yard for activities w/gentle slope to san-
dy, rocky shoreline w/dock. Sold As Is. Enjoy the charm-

ing old time cabin 
or build the nest 
of your dreams!

OFFERED AT           $2,450,000
DETAILS   6 BD/4 BTH           2,146 SF                 
                  1,897 ft shoreline   25.7 acres

OFFERED AT           $398,500
DETAILS      2 BD/1 BTH          503 SF
      70 ft shoreline      0.2 acres

ORR, MN  Southeast facing shoreline on Black Duck Lake 
offers beautiful island studded views just 14 mi to town! 
Exceptional recreation, motor boating, paddling, fishing 

& hunting with 
ATV & snowmo-
bile trails nearby.

OFFERED AT           $749,500
DETAILS        1,606 ft shoreline  
                       120 acres

ORR, MN  Gorgeous Lake Vermilion S/SW facing build-
ing sites offer sunrise to sunset island studded big wa-
ter views! Driveway stubbed in, surveyed, approved for 

septic, electricity 
nearby.  Adj par-
cels also for sale.

COOK, MN SW facing Lake Vermilion lot adjoining thou-
sands of acres of state land on 2 sides! Surveyed, elec 
nearby, approved septic sites, utility & driveway ease-

ments recorded. 
Seller will consider 
Contract For Deed. 

OFFERED AT           $548,500
DETAILS       320 ft shoreline     
                      7.4 acres

OFFERED AT           $275,000
DETAILS        455 ft shoreline  
                       16.1 acres

Sold Aug

Vermilion River - $1,375,000
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SHOP THESE FINE AREA BUSINESSES

HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL
2024

SEPTEMBER 6-8
Friday & Saturday 9-5

Sunday 10-3
Whiteside Park, Ely

Artists   Crafters   Food Court
Blueberry Pie

1396 Highway 169, Ely, MN

OPEN DAILY • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

DISCOVER WOLVES!

Preregister to 
Save $2 

on Admission

30% OFF Trees, Shrubs & 
Perennials* (starts 9/2)
25% OFF Home/Garden Decor*
   * Some exceptions apply

Contact-Barb Hegg
218-666-6183

Cook, MN

ELY FLOWER & SEED

145 Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555 

SALE: MON-SAT 
OPEN: M-Sat 9-5:30

The Timberjay
414 Main Street, Tower

218-753-2950
www.timberjay.com

Ask About Fall Specials!
218-235-6106 * Reserve Today!

110 N 2ND AVE. W • ELY
canoeoninely.com

GRANOLA
COFFEE SHOP, BAKERY

Crapola World Headquarters

RANGE CENEX

- 46 W. Sheridan, Ely
218-365-6765

- 25 Central Blvd., Babbitt
218-827-2499

For Your Convenience

402 E Sheridan St., Ely  •  218-235-6161
www.brainstormbakery.com

KJ’S
GIFT & SAUNA SHOP

ELY, MINNESOTA
Est. 1987

HRS: M-Sat:10-5, Sun 10-4
218.365.3639 • 124 N. Central Ave., Ely 

 •

20% OFF
All In-Stock
Pieces & Sets
Sale ends Sept. 8

HRS: Mon-Sat: 9-5, Sun 10-5
218-365-4653 • 129 N Central, Ely

SUPERSUPER
SIDEWALK SALESIDEWALK SALE
20% OFF IN-STOCK!

New Balance, Propet & SAS Shoes Mon-Fri: 7-6, Sat 7-5, Sun 9-3
303 E. Sheridan St., Ely

218-365-6724

You Name It...
We’ve Got it...Plus Rentals!

Be sure to stop at 
“The Wabb” for a cold one!

11 N. Central, Ely, MN
218-365-2333

Order Now for Spring Deliveries

2030 E Sheridan St.
Ely,  MN  55731
218-365-3149

END OF SUMMER SALE
15-35% OFF
Clothing, Footwear, Used Gear 

& More

ELY-BLOOMENSON 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
218-365-3271

24 HR. EMERGENCY ROOM

LUNCH~DINNER
Full Bar

Joe’s
Marine & 

Repair

25 W Chapman St.
365-6264

“Happy Fall Y’all!”

145 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-4855

Business Harvest Days Sept. 5-8

ely.org

• Clean & Cozy Rooms, + Classroom
and Party Room! (new lighting)
• Continental Breakfast Included

30 Center St, Soudan
218-800-ROOF

Serving  Cook, Tower, & Ely
BC#785662

VERMILLION
ROOFING

vermillionroofing.com
STAY with Us!

Book: vermilionparkinn.com  218-753-2333



ELY— The Timberwolves 
remain flawless in early season 
varsity volleyball action as they 
made short work of Littlefork-
Big Falls here on Tuesday. Ely 
extended its straight set victories 
to three this season, topping the 
Vikings 25-14, 25-19, and 25-8. 

Senior Lilli Rechichi led 

Ely’s well-balanced offensive 
attack with 13 kills, one of eight 
Ely players who notched at least 
one kill on the night. Rechichi 
also led in digs, with nine.

Sophomore middle hitter 
Audrey Kallberg had a strong 
night as well, posting seven 
kills and as many digs. Senior 
Clare Thomas added five kills 
and three digs, while sophomore 
Charlotte Hegman added four 

kills and six digs. Sophomore 
setter Gretta Lowe posted 28 
assists, four digs, and six ace 
serves, while junior Sadie 
Rechichi added three digs and 
four aces. 

The Wolves were set to 
host Cherry on Thursday night 
and will face their biggest 
early season challenge on 
Saturday, when they take part 
in the Greenway tournament in 

Coleraine. They’ll stay on the 
road on Monday when they take 
on Chisholm and will be back 
home to host Mesabi East on 
Thursday, Sept. 12. 

Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

See NORTH WOODS...pg. 5B

CROSS COUNTRY

North Woods 
drops season 
opener 34-18
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

VOLLEYBALL

Despite injury Grizzlies prevail

VOLLEYBALL

Wolves remain flawless 
Dump Littlefork-Big Falls in straight sets to stay unbeaten

North Woods bests Broncos 3-0

Ely players Kenzi 
Huntington and Lilli 
Rechichi combine on a 
block during Tuesday’s 
home contest with 
Littlefork-Big Falls. 

Grizzlies pace South Ridge runners

FIELD TWP- Last Thursday’s 
home volleyball match between 
the North Woods Grizzlies and 
International Falls Broncos came 
to a sudden shocking halt when 
a North Woods player appeared 
to be seriously injured, filling the 
gym with an abundance of concern. 
Junior libero Brynn Chosa crashed 
to the floor while diving for a ball 
out of bounds, striking her head and 
crumpling motionless against the 
stage. Team personnel and others 
rushed to her aid as her teammates 
huddled nearby.

“I really relied on the captains 
and my assistant to help with the 
team while I attended to Brynn,” 
Head Coach Kaileen Redmond 
said. “Without me even asking, 
Becky (Lappi), Lauren (Burnett) 
and Izzy (Pascuzzi) stepped up in 
keeping the girls calm and collected 
so I was able to maintain my focus 
on Brynn and the steps in handling 
that injury.”

Cook Ambulance was called, 
and when EMS personnel arrived 
the Grizzlies players formed a 
line to shield their teammate from 
view as aid was rendered. Within 
moments the Grizzlies were joined 
by the Broncos players in a show 
of support.

“The I-Falls coach and team 
were so kind throughout the 
whole night and seeing them 
nearly immediately join our team 

overwhelmed me with grate-
fulness,” Redmond said. “They 
showed true sportsmanship in this 
moment and never once pushed 
us to move faster than we could.” 
In updates posted by her parents 
to social media, it was reported 
that Chosa suffered a concussion 
and was treated and released. 
Play was stopped for about 30 
minutes as Chosa was tended to, and 
then the teams had a brief warm-up 
period before the match resumed.

The Grizzlies were up 1-0 and 
leading 14-9 in the second game 

when play was halted, and it took 
them a few points before regain-
ing their stride. But a big kill by 
Burnett at 16-12 was the turning 
point, igniting a 9-2 run to close 
out a 25-14 win.

The third game was the most 
competitive of the match, with the 
Broncos knotting the score at 13-13. 
Burnett gave the Grizzlies the lead 
on a little popper over the net, and 
then Tessa Burnett came in to serve, 
sparking the team to a four-point run 

and an 18-13 edge. It was all the 
cushion the Grizzlies would need 
as Brittin Lappi and Lauren Burnett 
sealed the 25-17 win with kills and 
claim the straight-set victory.

While North Woods got big hits 
all night long, Redmond gave credit 
to the team’s defense for the win.

“After Monday’s game against 
MIB we had all agreed that we 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Above: North Woods players 
are joined by the I-Falls team 
in forming a wall to shield 
injured Grizzly Brynn Chosa 
from the crowd as emergency 
responders provide care.

Right: Brittin Lappi slams 
down a block for a point 
against the Broncos.
photos by D. Colburn

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 5B

GRAND MARAIS- The 
South Ridge Panthers cross 
country team, again bolstered by 
top runners from North Woods 
School, place third in both the 
boys and girls divisions of the 
North Shore Challenge meet 
at Pincushion Trails in Grand 
Marais on Thursday, Aug. 29.

The  Gr izz l ies ’ Alex 
Burckhardt got off to a good 

start to his senior campaign with 
a second place finish in a time 
of 17:18.4 for the five-kilometer 
course, finishing five seconds 
behind winner Mark Goettel 
of Duluth East. Eighth-grader 
Kahlil Lightfeather-Spears 
came in 17th in the 63-man field 
with a time of 18:36.6. Lincoln 
Antikainen finished 29th with a 
time of 19:56.9.

North Woods’ ninth-grader 
Zoey Burckhardt paced the girls’ 
effort with a fifth-place finish in a 
time of  20:51.1. Senior Addison 
Burckhardt toured the course in 
21:45.4, placing 14th.

The Panthers were sched-
uled to compete on Thursday 
in a meet hosted by Nashwauk-
Keewatin.

Wolves kick off new season
VIRGINIA- Ely kicked off the 2024 

cross country season on Wed. Aug. 28 
in the Rock Ridge Invitational at the 
Virginia Public Golf Course. 

Caid Chittum turned in the top 
performance of the day for the Wolves, 
leading the boys to a fifth-place finish in 
the ten-team field by placing 13th with a 
time of 18:15.5 for the 5K circuit. Other 
Ely athletes placing in the top third of the 
105 runners included Brooks Brenny, 

25th with a time of 18:52 and Mason 
Kurnava, 28th with a time of 19:03.

Eight schools competed in the girls 
race, with Ely placing seventh. Mattie 
Lindsay was the fastest Ely runner, 
completing the course in 22:02.8, good 
enough for 20th place. Molly Brophy 
cracked the top 30 by finishing 29th with 
a time of 22:38.1.

The Wolves were set to be back in 
action at Greenway on Thursday.

FOOTBALL
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BERTHA- The road to Bertha 
for their first football game of the 
season was long for the North Woods 
Grizzlies, but the ride home was even 
longer after the Bertha-Hewitt Bears 
scored a solid 34-18 victory.

The Grizzlies were saddled 
with the 200-mile jaunt after several 
schools slated to play nine-man 
football this year decided not to field 
teams, with the subsequent need to 
reschedule creating the long-distance 
matchup.

“It looked like the first game of 
the year came with a long bus ride,” 
Grizzlies Head Coach Joel Anderson 
said. “They’re a good football team. 
I thought we played well, maybe 
closer than the score might have 
suggested.

The Bears scored first, but the 
Grizzlies responded with a second 
quarter scoring drive capped by 
a two-yard touchdown plunge by 
senior Kaden Gornick to tie the 
game at 6-6.

But while the Bears eventually 
figured out the Grizzlies defense, 
North Woods had trouble getting 
on track offensively until the fourth 
quarter.

“We had a couple of good drives 
in the first half, but kind of stymied 
ourselves with penalties at inoppor-
tune times,” Anderson said. “We had 
some open guys but we missed on 
a couple of things. It really looked 
like first game jitters.”

In the fourth quarter, senior Nick 
Abramson rushed the ball across the 
goal line from five yards out to close 
the gap to 27-12, and senior quarter-
back Louie Panichi scampered 31 
yards for the Grizzlies’ final score 
in the 34-18 loss.

“They were fantastic tacklers,” 
Anderson said of the Bears. “We 
were one step away from breaking 
a lot of them, but we couldn’t quite 
get away. They were big, they were 
strong, and they were fast.”

Anderson switched up some 
things on offense from last season, 
sending former quarterback and 
senior Trajen Barto out to wide 
receiver to take better advantage of 
his speed and agility. Panichi stepped 
into the quarterback position, with 
senior Talen Jarshaw taking some 

NW Head Coach  
Kaileen Redmond

“The Falls 
coach and team 

were so kind 
throughout the 

shole night.”



INTERNATIONAL FALLS— 
T h e  B r o n c o s  b u c k e d  t h e 
Timberwolves here in the opener of 
the Section 7A high school football 
season last Friday, cruising to a 
54-0 win. 

“We just couldn’t get the ball 

moving,” said Ely Head Coach Louie 
Gerzin. 

With a limited roster of just 
23 players in 11-man competition, 
most of the Ely players were on the 
field throughout the game, even on 
special teams. The Broncos took full 
advantage as they dominated in time 
of possession and yardage, with 475 
yards of total offense. 

The Broncos scored nearly at 
will, racking up 27 points by the half, 
and adding 27 more in the second. 

Ely simply had no answer. “We 
never really had any momentum on 
offense,” said Gerzin. “We struggled 
to build any kind of drive. If we 
picked up five yards on a play, we’d 
lose two on the next.”

With seven seniors on the roster, 

the Wolves would seem to have the 
experience to compete this year, 
but Gerzin notes that many of the 
seniors have little previous football 
experience. Given the lopsided score, 
some of Ely’s younger players saw 
some playing time in their opening 
contest. “Some of the freshmen and 
sophomores got their first taste of 
varsity football,” said Gerzin. “I think 

some were surprised at the intensity, 
but they settled into it.”

The Wolves will be hoping to 
regroup when they host East Central 
in their home opener this Friday. 
Last year, the Wolves lost 16-0 to 
the Eagles but kept the contest close 
throughout. “We’re hoping to build 
on that,” said Gerzin. 

GRIZZLIES..Continued from page 4B
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Broncos crush Ely 54-0 in season opener
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needed to focus in on our 
defense,” she said. “This 
game showed some serious 
improvement in that depart-
ment and I’m pleased all the 
hard work is paying off.”

The Grizzlies moved to 
2-0, and Redmond noted that 
team chemistry has been key 
to getting off to a strong start.

“Our team energy has 
been high and continues to stay 

elevated as each day goes on,” 
she said. “We’ve been able 
to pick each other up after a 
long rally and errors and move 
through them together focus-
ing on our long-term goals.”

Bigfork
The Grizzlies were on the 

road at Bigfork on Tuesday, 
where they faced their tough-
est foe of the young season. 

North Woods won the hotly 
contested match 3-0, taking 
the first game 25-16 while 
edging out narrow 25-23 and 
25-22 wins in the other games.

The Grizzlies were sched-

uled to remain on the road for 
a Thursday match at Mesabi 
East and contests on Monday 
and Tuesday at Deer River and 
South Ridge.

snaps as well. Panichi went 
4-of-13 passing for 42 yards 
and threw one interception. 
Barto caught two passes for 
0 yards.

Known more for their 
running game, this group of 
Grizzlies appeared poised to 
keep up the tradition, racking 
up 215 yards on the ground 
with a solid 5.81 yards per 

rush. Gornick led the way with 
109 yards on 14 carries, while 
Abramson tallied 75 yards on 
18 carries.

The effectiveness of the 
Bears offense could be seen 
in the Grizzlies’ defensive 
stats, where Barto, a defen-
sive back, was the team’s 
leading tackler with seven solo 
take-downs and two assists. 

Linebackers Gornick and 
Abramson had six solo tackles 
each. Sophomore defensive 
end James Yernatich was the 
only defensive lineman to 

record tackles, with two solos 
and two assists.

Anderson was eager to get 
back on the practice field to 
prep for Friday’s home opener 

against Kelliher-Northome.
“Our guys played well 

– they’re vastly matured,” 
Anderson said. “There’s a 
lot of promising things there, 

and a lot of our mistakes are 
correctable. We have a lot of 
talent. It’s my job to figure out 
how to use it.” 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q: How is EBCH governed? 
A: EBCH is governed by a nine-member Board made up of diverse individuals from throughout our 
service area. The hospital's CEO reports directly to the Board, and together, they develop the long-
term strategic vision of Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH).    
 
Q: What is the commitment to being on the EBCH Board? 
A: The EBCH Board of Directors meets monthly, with information distributed prior to the meeting in a 
Board packet, including an agenda and action items for review. Board members participate annually 
in a two-day strategic planning session that is held off-campus to help facilitate open discussion. 
Various committees are also part of the board structure, and Directors are asked to participate in 
committee work. These committees include such areas as community relations, investments, and 
quality. Individuals are also encouraged to seek education and certification through the MN Hospital 
Association’s Trustee program; however, this is not required. Terms for Directors run for three years, 
and individuals are eligible to run for three consecutive terms for a total commitment of nine years.   
 
Q: What if I am interested in becoming an EBCH Board member? 
A: We are always looking for individuals interested in learning more about becoming a board member 
at EBCH. To seek election to the board, you must be a “member” of the EBCH Foundation. This 
includes purchasing a $100 membership. We also have our Nominating Committee work through an 
application process and a meet and greet with any interested individuals before the committee puts 
forth the names to the entire board for approval to be placed on the ballot for a vote. Votes are 
tabulated during the Annual Meeting in December, and results are announced that night. Terms start 
with the January meeting. If you are interested in learning more about becoming an EBCH board 
member, please contact Jodi Martin at 218-365-8739 or Mary Wognum at 218-365-8751, and they 
will connect you with a member of the Nominating Committee.  
 

 

Hospital Connection 
EBCH Board Opportunity 

 

Hospital Connection is an ongoing feature of Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH). We are excited to share our most 
recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a new topic each week. We will share important 

information about healthcare at local, state, and national levels, along with exciting information about EBCH, our services, and 
how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information about EBCH by visiting our website at 

www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and announcements. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q: Why screen for colorectal cancer? 
A: Because early detection is the key. Colorectal cancer often develops slowly from precancerous 
growths called polyps. Screening, using tools including a colonoscopy, can find these polyps early 
and remove them before they become cancerous. Regular screening reduces the risk of dying 
from colonrectal cancer. The general recommendation is to begin screening at age 45 for 
average-risk individuals. If you have a family history of colon cancer or other risk factors, you 
might need to start earlier. It is always best to communicate with your primary care provider 
during your annual check-up to determine what is right for you.  
 
Q: What is a colonoscopy? 
A:  For many tests that screen for colorectal cancer, especially a colonoscopy, you’ll need to 
follow specific dietary restrictions and take a laxative to clear your colon before the procedure. 
During the procedure, which usually takes about 30-60 minutes, you will be sedated. A flexible 
tube with a camera is inserted into the rectum to view the colon. It can detect polyps and cancer 
and allow for their removal during the procedure. It’s typically recommended every ten years. 
 
Q: Where can I get my colonoscopy? 
A: You can ask your primary care provider for a referral to Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital 
(EBCH). Our surgery team will be happy to help you schedule your colonoscopy with little travel 
or wait time to get an appointment. EBCH partners with Surgeons from various regional 
healthcare organizations to provide the experience that is right for you. For more information, call 
our team at 218-365-8724 or visit our website at ebch.org.  
 
 
 

 

Hospital Connection 
Colonoscopy     

 

Hospital Connection is an ongoing feature of Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH). We are excited to share our most 
recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a new topic each week. We will share important 

information about healthcare at local, state, and national levels, along with exciting information about EBCH, our services, and 
how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information about EBCH by visiting our website at 

www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and announcements. 

· You-Pick Flowers
· Photo Opportunities
· Sunflower Fields
· Wedding & Event Venue

218.290.6630
owlforestfarm.com

OWL FOREST FARM

YOU-PICK
Wed. & Fri: Evenings 5-8 PM

Sat. & Sun: Hrs. vary due to weather
3442 Mobraten Drive, Iron, MN

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Troll Our Way

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

Fishing get-away comfort!
Reserve on our website:

vermilionparkinn.com

Includes continental breakfast!
• Cozy Rooms
• Historic Site!

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

NORTH WOODS..Continued from page 4B

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/1/2024 North
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools 

Head Softball Coach
Ely Public Schools is looking for a Head 

Softball Coach for the 2025 spring season. 
Background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Bachelor’s Degree;
 Coaching licensure or ability to obtain 
(certification required to be an MSHSL 
head coach prior to the start of the 2024-
2025 season);
 Previous coaching experience preferred;
 Must be available for several practices/
games per week from March to June, 
including some weekends and during 
school break periods.

Desired skills include: 
 Provide effective leadership for the pro-
gram, including development of practice 
and participation plans and oversight of 
assistant coaches.
 Demonstrate knowledge in all aspects 
of the sport and convey knowledge at an 
appropriate level to the athletes involved, 
running well organized and effective prac-
tices.
 Work effectively with other programs and 
personnel, including effective communica-
tion with players, parents, administrators, 
faculty and school staff and the media.
 Work in support of the department’s and 
school’s mission.
 Represent the school in a positive man-
ner among alumni, supporters and external 
agencies.
 Maintain compliance with MSHSL 
requirements.
 Manage budget effectively and manage 
administrative affairs in a timely fashion.
 Enforce and model proper standards of 
sportsmanship.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.
mn.us
A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 Copy of credentials declaring appropriate 
License (per M.S. 122A.22)

Mail materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us

Stipend: $4,280

Application review begins: Sept. 16, 2024; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 30 & Sept. 6, 2024

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools 

Assistant Softball Coach
Ely Public Schools is looking for an 

Assistant Softball Coach for the 2025 
spring season. Background check 

required.

Qualifications include:
 Bachelor’s Degree preferred;
 Previous coaching experience preferred;
 Must be available for several practic-
es/meets per week from March through 
June, including some weekends and during 
school break periods.

Desired skills include: 
 Demonstrate knowledge in all aspects 
of the sport and convey knowledge at an 
appropriate level to the athletes involved, 
supporting head coach in running well 
organized and effective practices.
 Work effectively with other programs and 
personnel, including effective communica-
tion with players, parents, administrators, 
faculty and school staff and the media.
Work in support of the department’s and 
school’s mission.
 Represent the school in a positive man-
ner among alumni, supporters and external 
agencies.
 Maintain compliance with MSHSL 
requirements.
 Enforce and model proper standards of 
sportsmanship.
 Work with and support head coach as 
directed.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.
mn.us
A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume

Mail materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us 
Stipend: $2,996
Application review begins: September 16, 
2024; open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 30 & Sept. 6, 2024

ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
POSITION OPENING

Bus Driver
Ely Public School District is looking for a 
Bus Driver for the 2024-2025 school year. 
We are an EC - Grade 12 district, seeking 
an energetic, self-starting, personable, and 
highly motivated individual. Background 
check required.
Required Qualifications:
 Minnesota Class B driver’s license
 Minnesota School Bus Endorsement
 Minnesota Passenger Bus Endorsement
 Must have good driving record
 Pre-employment drug test required
Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and 
vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement
Application available at: www.ely.k12.
mn.us
A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Non-Licensed Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation
Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, 
Attn: Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., 
Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.12.mn.us
Starting Rate of Pay: $22.56/hour
Hours:  3-4 hours/day, Student contact 
days
Deadline to apply: September, 10, 2024; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 30 & Sept. 6, 2024

RETAIL MANAGEMENT 
Looking for motivated individuals 
with management backgrounds. 

 Competitive Pay 
 Health Insurance, 
    Dental, Vision, Life, etc
 401k & 401k Match
 Family Owned

Apply: 
www.luckysevengeneralstores.com/employment

9/20

 Obituaries and Death Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

Attention Greenwood 
Township Residents
Reminder: The September Regular 

Board Meeting date has been 
changed to Thursday, September 12, 

2024 at 6:30 pm.

Debby Spicer, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 6, 2024

Position: Contract and 
Procurement Manager 

Closes:  09/30/2024

Position Purpose: The Contract Manager 
will be responsible for overseeing con-
tracts and agreements made by the Tribal 
Government with other entities. The suc-
cessful candidate will manage the Tribal 
Government’s contracting with vendors 
and contracted employees, ensure that 
contracts are in place when needed, and 
develop and implement a comprehensive 
contract development and tracking system 
to promote Tribal Government compliance 
with all relevant laws, regulations, and pro-
curement policies.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 
Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 

paid holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance 
● LTD ● Voluntary Benefits available by 

payroll deduction
 

Website Address: 
https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2024

Frederick R. Lamppa
Frederick Robert Lamppa, 86, 

of Britt, passed away at his home 
on Feb. 16, 2024. A celebration of 
life will be held on Saturday, Sept. 
14 from 1-4 p.m. at the Embarrass 
Town Hall (not Timber Hall), 
located at 7503 Levander Rd. in 
Embarrass. A private burial will 
be held at a later date at the East 
Pike Cemetery.

Fred was born on March 6, 
1937, in Biwabik, the youngest 
of eight, to Rose Rapinoja and 
Richard Lamppa. While attend-
ing Embarrass High School, he 
lettered in basketball, baseball, 
the Flying Finn track team (shot 
put and discus), and excelled 
in football (all-county halfback 
for three years), and was rated 
all-state quarterback in 1955. He 
was a B-student and class officer, 
participated in the class play, 
newspaper, yearbook and choir. 
The only thing he didn’t join was 
the girls drill team. He met his 
future wife while in tenth grade 
and nine years later they married 

on Dec. 23, 1961.
After graduating in 1955, he 

worked at Red Owl, the Tower 
Dairy, and as a model for the MCC 
art department while attending 
Mesabi Community College. He 
continued his education at UMD, 
earning degrees in math and phys-
ical education, and later earned a 
masters in math from Bemidji and 
the University of Minnesota. In 
1959 he began his teaching career 
in Orr, teaching math and serving 
as assistant basketball coach and 
head football coach. In 1960 he 
purchased the Babbitt Root Beer 
Stand (Freddie’s A&W) and later 
the International Falls A&W, 
with assistance from Karen and 
nephew Lanny Janeksela. A few 
years later he accepted a position 
in Cook, teaching math and serving 
as assistant football coach. He was 
an insurance agent for State Farm 
Insurance in Aurora and at Palo-
Mutual. He designed and built 
his home in Britt, and became a 
landlord in Britt and Virginia for 
43 years.

Fred enjoyed family gath-
erings, tracking relatives in 
sports, golf, fishing, yearly trips 
to Florida, political debates, and 
hearing from former students.

Fred is survived by his wife 
of 62 years, Karen Leino Lamppa; 
children,  Robert  (Heather 
Politano) of Hudson, Wis., and 
Sherrie (Gordy) Imberg of Hutter; 
sister-in-law, Joan Lamppa of 
Minneapolis; 41 nieces and 
nephews; and many cousins. Fred 
was a great husband and father, 
always optimistic, adventurous, 

hard working with diligence and 
energy, wisdom, and humor. He 
is missed.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; siblings, Raymond, 
Flora Koivisto, Bernie, Kathryn 
Janeksela, Herb, Roger and 
Francis; and nephew, Carlin 
Lamppa.

Curtis S. Vraa
Curtis Sydney Vraa, 86, of 

Proctor, formerly a longtime 
resident of Embarrass, died 
on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, at 
Diamond Willow in Proctor. 
Visitation will be from 12 noon 
until the 1 p.m. memorial service 
on Saturday, Sept.14 at Hope 
Lutheran Church in Embarrass. 
A family inurnment will be in 
the Embarrass Cemetery. Family 
services are provided by Bauman-
Cron, a Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

He is survived by his children, 
Steven (Joanie) Vraa of Tacna, 
Ariz., Neal (Nancy) Vraa of Red 
Lake Falls, Kevin (Robyn) Vraa 
of Superior, Wis., and Michael 
(Amy) Vraa of Babbitt; brother, 
Earl (Lois) Vraa of Wilson, Wis.; 
19 grandchildren; 32 great-grand-
children; and numerous extended 
family members and friends.

Daniel R. Saarela
Daniel R. “Dan” Saarela, 87, 

formerly of Pike Township, passed 
away on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. 
A celebration of life Mass will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
7 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

in Virginia, with visitation at 10 
a.m. Memorials may be directed 
to the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Arrangements are with White 
Funeral Home of Burnsville.

He is survived by his children, 
Tim (Laura), Greg (Karen), Susan 
(Bob Lubovich) and Kerry (Paul 
Beton); and many loved grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

Alan E. Newton
Alan Edward Newton, 65, of 

Babbitt, passed away suddenly at 
his home on Tuesday, Aug. 13, 
2024. There will be a celebration 
of life at a later date.

He is survived by his three 
loving children; sister, Nancy; 
brothers, Henry (Diane), Robert 
and Lee (Jeannette); and many 
nieces and nephews.

  
Arthur C. Lindgren

Arthur C. Lindgren, 83, orig-
inally of Pike Township, passed 
away on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. 
A celebration of life will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 21 at Range 
Funeral Home in Virginia with 
visitation at 1 p.m. and the cele-
bration at 2 p.m. Coffee an’ will 
be held after. All are welcome to 
attend. Arrangements are with 
Range Funeral Home in Virginia.

He is survived by his wife, 
Martha Hagglund Lindgren; chil-
dren, Loren, Troy and Heather; 
grandchildren, Kody, Paul, Ty, 
Samantha and Kirsten; and 
great-grandchild, Baker Loren 
Lindgren.
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SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person 
meetings, Wednesdays & 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at 
First Lutheran Church, 915 E 
Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every 
Monday at 4:45 p.m. at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon 
Family Group is a communi-
ty-based mutual support pro-
gram for the friends and fam-
ilies of alcoholics. It is confi-
dential and open to anyone 
affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts 
an Al-Anon group on Monday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 218-984-
2037. 

AA MEETING IN COOK- 
Sunday Night Big Book Group 
meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, 
Cook, at 7:00 pm Sunday. 
For information call 218-666-
2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN 
COOK - Ashawa Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 231 2nd 
St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. This meeting is for 
families and friends of alco-
holics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Community Church, 1515 E 
Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, 
give yourself a break. There 
is a way out with the help of 
other recovering addicts in 
Narcotics Anonymous.  We 
have been there. For meet-
ing or other information call 
218-728-3199. (Narcotics 
Anonymous is a non-profit 
organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS- East Range 
meetings and information, 
call 218-749-3387 or www.
district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

PET CREMATION
Go onl ine to 
VermilionPetCremation.com 
or call 218-780-8069 for pet 
cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investi-
gating ads placed in the classified section. If you 
respond to an ad, we urge you to use the same 
care and prudence that you would use when con-
ducting business in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  Classified ads 

can be run a second time at half price (private parties only). 
We now accept payment by Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. 

Call your ad in to 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by 
the “inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

M-F: 8:30-5:30; Sat: 8:30-5
Sun: 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

SEWING
ALTERATION & CREATION- 
“I Fix Everything!” 25 years 
experience. Call 218-404-
9488.  10/11

FUNERAL SERVICES
Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING



INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

Call about the 30% tax credit!

lampmfg@gmail.com • lamppakuuma.com
9501 Hwy. 135, Tower MN 55792

Heisel Bros.
We’re the Professionals!

PLUMBING & HEATING
Northgate Plaza • Virginia
218-741-8381 • www.heiselbros.com

Master Plumber 
PC644131

For all your 
HEATING,
PLUMBING
and
AIR CONDITIONING needs...

HOURS:
M-F 8 AM-5 PM

FIREPLACE
SALES & SERVICE

Contact us for
Fireplaces, Stove & 
Chimney Products,

Installations, Inspections
and Repair

218-365-5013
hearthsidecorner@citlink.net

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

Find your favorite brands
at Anderson
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Let these professionals 
help with your next home 

improvement project

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install
HV

AC

,(We accept credit cards)

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

• Your Fall •
Project Headquarters

Lumber
Hardware
Tools
Paint
Friendly Service

4
4
4
4

4

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”

CLOSED FRI. & SAT.
SEPT. 6 & 7

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

52 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Cement Trucks, Septic-Pumping Trucks,
Dump Truck Service, Building Materials, 

Dirt, Well-Drilling Equipment,
Propane Delivery,

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of the
Lake Vermilion Area

Trusted. Local. Experts

218-800-ROOF • Insured • License #BC785662
ROOFING.com

Premium Lake Vermilion Location 
1/2 mile to Oak Narrows Public Access

Safe, Secure and Accessible 24/7 Year-round
• Multiple Sizes Available • 

Units with 11’ Wide Doors & Outlet Inside

oaknarrowsstorage.com

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales

professionals about
CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN

FALL for some NEW 
CABINETS!

YOU’LL LOVE

OUR 

AREA RUG

PATTERNS

AND

PRICES!

WE HAVE WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!WE HAVE WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

RUGSRUGS &&

REMNANTS GALORE...
and while you’re here...

Check out our

HUGE SELECTION
of carpets!

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron • 218-741-6690 • HOURS 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

REMNANTS

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/1/2024 North


