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LAKE VERMILION— Interest
is growing in the drama surrounding
a pair of nesting loons here, who have
faced rising water and a mink attack
as they’ve attempted to bring the next
generation to life.

While the loons are one of dozens
of nesting pairs on Lake Vermilion, this
particular duo are the current stars of
their own reality show, care of a live
nest cam set up nearby courtesy of the
Vermilion Lake Association.
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WINDOW INTO NATURE

Loon cam sees growing following

Hatching could come as soon as this weekend

It’s the fourth year of the nest cam,
butit’s the first time the camera has been
trained on this particular loon pair and
the live feed has served as a witness
to the struggle that many species of
wildlife experience in their efforts to
raise their young.

As is common with loons, which
have limited ability to walk on land,
this pair’s nest is right on the water’s
edge,hiddenin athicket of dense spirea.
According to Noel Sederstrom, who has

Right: A wooden structure holds
a camera and microphone that
provides a live stream of the loon
nest located in the lower left
quarter of the photo.

photo courtesy Vermilion Lake Association

helped manage the video feed from the §

camera, the loons established their nest

and laid their first egg on May 13 and [
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A MILESTONE ACHIEVED

Last Friday was an eventful one for graduates around
the area, who said goodbye to their high school
careers and began their new lives as adults ready to
take on the world. Pictured include, (above) the Ely
graduating class, (right) Addy Hartway with her
diploma from North Woods, and (below) Jace Olson
and his mother Chessica after receiving his diploma at

Vermilion Country School.

photos by Timberjay staff

GRADUATION 2024

City OKs bonds for public works purchase

CITY OF TOWER

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

TOWER — The city
council here approved the
funding package that will
enable the city to acquire the
St.Louis County public works
facility on Marina Drive, for

$260,000.

Dan Tienter, of Ehlers
Financial, which is handling
the $283,000 general obliga-
tion bond issue offered a brief
presentation on the process. He
noted that Frandsen Bank and
Trust had agreed to purchase
the ten-year bonds atan interest

rate of 5.3 percent.

The bond is expected to
close later this month, with the
funds available to the city as of
June 20. The bond amount is
higher than the purchase price
of the facility , which covers the
cost of issuing the bond and
the cost of capitalized interest.

As part of the bond, the
city agrees to include the
annual repayment amount,
averaging about $38,000, in its
yearly levy. While that would
tend toincrease the city’slevy,
the city won’tbe levying in the

See...BONDING pg. 9
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en’s & Women’s Clothing

PIRAGIS OUTLET STORE

Fantastic nhew 2024 Inventory including accessories, gear, more.

,» Shoes 40% OFF

Save 40% on everything, every day.

218 - 365 - 6745

June hours 10 - 5 Sun - Wed., 10 - 6 Thurs. & Fri., 9 - 7 Saturday
boundarywaterscatalog.com

Regional
ambulance
study to be
aired June 13

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Theresults of the long-antici-
pated study on ambulance service in the
region are finally available. SafeTech
Solutions, of Isanti, the consultants
hired by Ely-Bloomenson Community
Hospital, will present the conclusion
of their analysis to the general public
at 4 p.m. next Thursday, June 13, at
the Ely Senior Center, located at 27 S.
First St. E.

Frustrations over financial prob-
lems with the Ely Area Ambulance
Service prompted the hospital’s board
of directors to investigate better ways
to fund local ambulance services. Last

See...STUDY pg. 9

TRAGEDY

Both bodies
recovered at
Curtain Falls

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL- A 16-day search for
the bodies of two canoeists who went
over Curtain Falls last month came
to an end this week with the recovery
of the second body on Monday. The
St. Louis Sheriff’s Office made the
announcement that they had located
the body of Reis Melvin Grams, age
40, of Lino Lakes, just downstream of
Curtain Falls.

The sheriff’s office announced the
recovery of the body of Jesse Haugen,
age 41, of Cambridge, on Friday, May
31 near the falls.

Bothindividuals have been missing
since Friday,May 18, when four people
in two separate canoes, were swept

See... FALLS pg. 9
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Book sale set for June 20-22 at Senior Center

ELY - The popular Friends of the Ely Public
Library book sale will be held in June at the Ely Senior
Center.

Donation times are June 14, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
and June 15 and 17 from 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. at the Ely
Senior Center. A FOL representative must be there to
receive books, puzzles, games, DVDs and CDs. NO
magazines, textbooks, encyclopedias or Readers Digest
Condensed books will be accepted.

FOL Members will be able to shop noon — 7 p.m.
on Thursday, June 20. You can renew or become a
member at the door. New this year, purchase a $10
FOL tote and fill it up with books for free.

The sale opens to the public on Friday, June 21, 8
a.m. — 7 p.m. Get a bag of books on Saturday, June 22,
9 a.m. — 3 pm. Bring your own bag.

Make plans to participate in the 41st Annual

Vermilion Run and walk this year

TOWER- The 41st Annual Vermilion Run and
Walk is set for Thursday, July 4 in Tower, rain or shine
at 8 a.m. There is a 5K run/walk, a 10K run, and a free
Kids 1-mile fun run.

The race starts on Main St. at the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center lawn (registration will be inside the
building in case of rain). Registrations accepted race
day between 6:30-7:45 a.m. sharp! 10K or 5K- $15
per person in advance- $20 on race day. Kids 12 and
are under free with paid adult. 5K family rate is $40.
The kids fun run is free and is run on course around the
football field. T-shirts can be pre-ordered (to be sure we
have your size), or a limited number will be available
on race day. Previous year’s race shirts will be avail-
able starting at $5 each.

The race routes are the same as last year. The 10K
route runs east on North Second St. to Soudan, where
runners turn onto the paved trail that goes to McKinley
Park, then around the “horn”, then onto the paved trail
at Hoodoo Point and back to Tower. The finish line is
on North Second by the old football field. The 5K is an
out-and-back to Hoodoo Point. Prizes for the top three
runners, male and female, for both races.

Preregister by emailing Jodi Summit at jsummit@
vermilioncountry.org or stop by the Timberjay office in
Tower. For more information, contact Jodi Summit at
218-753-2950 (leave a message).

Volunteers are needed to help with registration,
help with the fun run, and to help direct runners. Volun-
teers are needed between 7 — 9 a.m., so there will still
be plenty of time to go get some pancakes at the civic
center before the parade!

The race is a fundraiser for the Vermilion Country
School, a grades 7-12 public charter school located in
Tower. The race is sponsored by the Friends of Ver-
milion Country School and the Tower-Soudan Lake
Vermilion Area Events Board.
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LET’S DANCE
AND CELEBRATE
5 ELY FOLK SCHOOL'S BIRTHDAY! S

No experlence necessary!
All dances taught!
$10 per person!

Kids free with parent.

MUSIC BY
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CALLER TERRENCE SMITH
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Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

We Can Insure:

Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

COOK

Timber Days festival offers fun

for whole famlly June 7- 9

COOK- If you love
traditions, you won’t
want to miss this year’s
Timber Days festival
in Cook beginning Fri-
day, June 7 and running
through Sunday, June
9. All the favorites that
folks have come to love
about Timber Days are
back again this year, from

the fireworks of Elvis im-
personator Sean Wallin to
fireworks in the sky, and
everything else.

However, people
will find something new
this year, too, as Cook’s
Country Connection will be bring-
ing in some of their friendly animals
for a petting zoo on Saturday in the
B.I.C. Realty parking lot. It’s part
of a kiddie adventure trifecta when
combined with pony rides and the
nearby popular kids’ games at TG’s
Creative Collections on 2nd Ave.
SW.

If you want to get started on
the fun early this year, the Cook
Public Library is open at 9 a.m. Fri-
day for the Friends of the Library
Book Sale, with vendors opening to
the public at noon. Organizers say
they’ve recruited a star-studded list
of business owners willing to take a
plunge for the cause when the dunk
tank opens at 1 p.m. The firefight-
er’s challenge, bean bag tournament
(Friday only this year), and a pair of
musical options will round out the
downtown festivities, but the fun’s
not over until you head out to the
Cook Community Center to cheer
on the participants in the Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners SK Run and
Walk at 7 p.m. Call 218-742-2369
for information on how to register
for this fundraising event, and call
early to guarantee getting a t-shirt
and swag bag. Race day registration

Tractor races and famous faces
have been highlights of past Timber
Days celebrations. Come to Cook
June 7 - 9 to see what's in store
this year.

will be available.

Prep your engines for
high-octane fun on Saturday,
which includes the Clas-
sic Car Show from noon to 4 p.m.
Anyone wishing to show off their
wheels should show up on the north
end of River St. at 10:30 a.m. for
registration. There will be cash
awards and prize drawings for reg-
istered drivers.

Get your body fueled up for the
day with a hearty breakfast at the
Firemen’s Pancake Breakfast at the
Cook Fire Department Hall from
8-11 a.m.

There will be magic in the air
downtown and a magic show in
the park at noon, following the pet
show at 11 a.m. (registration at
10:30). In the afternoon get your
BINGO on with the North Woods
Travelers at the community center
at 1 p.m., and get your groove on
with the Beefeater Brothers at the
Old Muni beginning at 2 p.m. Be
back in the park for the Elvis ex-
travaganza at 6 p.m., and party into
the night with live music at the Old
Muni and Cook VFW and another
fireworks spectacular at the Doug
Johnson Park at 10:15 p.m.

LEARNING TO AGREE

The calming grace of Sunday
morning’s church service in the
park at 11:30 a.m. may be just the
thing for people to find balance
against the roaring competition of
the lawnmower races that begin
at 12:30 p.m, on River St. The big
parade kicks off at 3 p.m. led by
Grand Marshal Arnie “Pete” John-
son, and will be followed by the raf-
fle drawing in the park. Those who
need a little help easing down from
the weekend’s excitement might
want to take in an encore perfor-
mance of the Beefeater Brothers at
the Old Muni from 4-7 p.m. Cook
VFW Post #1757 will bring Timber
Days to an official close with a flag
retirement ceremony following the
parade and raffle drawing.

And speaking of the raffle, you
can get your $1 raffle tickets at the
Timber Days booth next to the li-
brary during the festival. But save
some money for the many arts,
crafts, and food vendors that do
their part to enhance the time-hon-
ored tradition of Timber Days in
Cook.

Ely Braver Angels invites public to find
common ground on June 11

ELY - Has someone gels

Alliance is

seek-

as those not taking a side,

than the partisanship

on your block set up a
lawn sign that pissed you
off? Did a family mem-
ber make a comment
about the recent Trump
conviction that made you
want to walk out of the
room and slam the door?
Are you concerned that if
your side loses the next
election, our country will
be in real trouble? These
are tense times and likely
to get moreso as Election
2024 approaches no mat-
ter who wins.

The Ely Braver An-

ing ways to help us all
get through the next six
months and years to come
without hate, fear, and
labeling one another as
“evil.” Since December
2023, conservatives and
liberals have come to-
gether every few weeks to
get to know one another
as neighbors, to under-
stand our differences, and
to listen to viewpoints
that might differ from our
own.

We’d like more peo-
ple on each side, as well

to join us. The next gath-
ering is June 11 at the Ely
Senior Center at 6:30 p.m.
We’ll watch a 50-minute
video that highlights the
origins of the national
Braver Angels organiza-
tion following the 2016
election. So please come
if you’re curious about
how some people are
cultivating hope that we
can develop a culture of
civil discourse, respect,
and solution-seeking. We
Americans and Elyites
have more in common

around hot topics lets us
believe. Let’s get better
at listening and under-
standing one another even
though we disagree.

Get updates, view
recordings of past gath-
erings, sign up for our
newsletter and meeting
notices, and ask questions
or make comments at our
Facebook page or send an
email to FElyBraverAn-
gels@gmail.com.

CABIN QUILTING

Your North Country
» 5-Star Rated Shop -

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey °* 218-666-3146
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723
cabinquilting@gmail.com
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Poetry reading in

ELY- On Wednesday,
June 12, at 5:30 p.m., the
American Association
of University Women
(AAUW) in partnership
with Northern Lakes Arts
Association (NLAA) and
the Ely Folk School will
sponsor a poetry reading
by Elizabeth Gade, where
she will introduce her new
book titled “Shame Wran-
gler.” Elizabeth Gade is
a rural Minnesota-based
poet, human trafficking
survivor and advocate.

AAUW Ely, Northern Lakes Arts Association, & Ely Folk School present:
Shame Wrangler by Elizabeth Gade Book Release and Signing
June 12, 5:30 pm Ely Folk School

Join Elizabeth on release day for a reading from the new book.
"Shame Wrangler" will be available for sale at the event.
After Elizabeth's reading, several local poets will share their work.
Light refreshments provided.

Ely on June 12

Writing is her radical way
to connect with fellow
survivors. This is Gade’s
second book of poetry fo-
cused on issues faced by
victims of human traffick-
ing. Gade is the creator and
host of Survived to Write,
a survivor led writing cir-
cle for human trafficking
survivors. She also created
LEO Literary Journal, an
online journal dedicated
to women writers affected
by incarceration, addiction
and/or domestic violence.
www.LeoLiteraryJournal.
Weebly.com

Noted local poets Dy-
Anne Korda, Becca Man-
love and Vince O’Connor
will also participate in the
event with readings from
their own work.

AAUW Ely Branch
is sponsoring this event as
part of a project to raise
awareness of the human
trafficking issue and its
impact on our community,

Please join us for this
important event at the Ely
Folk School. Light re-
freshments will be served.
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VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

Moving on and up to the world of adults

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- It was a full house
at Vermilion Country School as
13 graduates received their di-
plomas in front of family and
friends. There was a bit of last
minute scrambling as school
staff rounded up enough chairs
for the overflow crowd.

School director ~ Sam
O’Brien thanked all the people
who had supported these grad-
uates on their journey through
childhood and high school.

And two of the many adults
who provided support for stu-
dents during the school year
took a turn talking to the grad-
uates before they received their
diplomas.

Matt Nelson, the school’s
Check and Connect advisor,
talked about how fun it was to
watch how much the students
had grown over the school year.

“You’ve made it this far,”
he said, “but this is only the first
step.” He reminded the students
that they will make mistakes
along the road to adulthood and
told them to remember to “learn
as you go.”

Lindsey Hagen, the school’s
ADAPT counselor, talked about
the transition from student to
adult.

“You will encounter set-
backs,” she said, “but also great
success and adventures.”

She urged students to allow
themselves to recognize change
and opportunities, and to prac-
tice the art of gratitude, stopping
to recognize the joy and beauty
in everyday moments.

“Gratitude allows you to
change your attitude,” she said.
She also reminded them there
are no handbooks to becoming
an adult.

“We are all making it up as
we go,” she said. “Be brave, be
excited, be kind, and be true to
yourselves.”

Senior Hannah Johnson,
who was chosen as the recipi-
ent of the school’s EMPOWER
scholarship of $1,000, thanked
all the parents and teachers who
had nurtured her and her class-
mates’ dreams. She likened the
path ahead to lessons she had
learned from her horses. If you
fall off, she said, you have to get
right back on.

After the ceremony, grad-
uates and their families visited
over cake and refreshments,
viewing photos of the seniors,
and looking at projects they had
completed over the school year.

Graduates this year are:
Brody Anderson, Nathan Brun-
ner, Samuel Favet, Ryan Fen-
ske, Asher Folz, Hannah John-
son, Elliott Koschak, Jacob Lee,
Ella Nappa, Jace Olson, Isaiah
Pederson, Ailie Petrzilka, and
Brandon (Jay) Strange.

Above: VCS Class of 2024.
Right: Elliot Koschak gets a
hug from his younger sister
Nora. photos by J. Summit

NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION
Shakespeare play coming to Ely this winter

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

THE GREAT NORDIC

liet” plus a contemporary
play which is yet to be
announced. The produc-

ELY- Shakespeare is coming to
Ely this winter. The Northern Lakes
Arts Association received a grant on
Monday to stage its proposed Great
Nordic Shakespeare Festival. The
grant is part of the $1.17 million ini-
tiative by Arts Midwest for its pres-
tigious Shakespeare in American
Communities Program.

NLAA is one of just 40 theater
companies nationally to win one of
this year’s grants. It is only one of
three in the Midwest and the only

=

recipient from Minnesota.

“For those who’ve been wish-
ing for more theater in the winter,
this Shakespeare is for you,” NLAA
Executive Director Ian Lah told the
Timberjay.

SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL 2025

THE COOLEST SHAKESPEARE FESTITAL IN LMERIEY

tions will cast stage pro-
fessionals, which is one
of the terms of the grants.
The grant program antic-
ipates that recipients like
NLAA will take its Sheakespeare
productions into local schools.

Lah anticipates that NLAA will
be able to incorporate local talent
into the festival if it continues into

SAESTATE PUANNINGIGLEASS

Attorney Kelly Klun will walk you through
the basics of developing a Will, setting up a
Trust and the effect of other legal documents.

Ensure your assets, property and loved ones
are taken care of.

Thursday, June 13 ¢ 5:30-6:30 PM
Tower’s Gathering Gallery « 515 Main Street
Register by calling 218-365-3221
(Registration requested, not required)

Next class: Thurs. July 11, 12-1 at Ely Senior Center

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

218-365-3221

The Great Nordic Shakespeare @ second year.

Festival will feature “an innovative
new production of “Romeo and Ju-

www.Klunlaw.com
1 E. Chapman St P.O. Box 240

Ely, MN 55731

REAL ESTATE

¥® 218-757-3233

' RE/MAX

Lake Country

www.TheLakeCountry.com

A VERMILION

R{—:-c'l.l Estate Appraisals

Buyck-$64,500 14.9 acres with approx.
quarter mile of frontage along the Niles
Bay Forest Road. Gated driveway into
property with electric at road. Nice rolling
elevation with small gravel pit to use for
site development. MLS# 146786

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower ¢ Virginia

@Mi"s 12
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“j‘i::‘ WE NEED LISTINGS!

Contact us for a free
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING Handyman project on 2 acres
prime land in Embarrass. Perfect project for a
country retreat, hunting shack or remodel. Dug
well on the property. Seller will accept contract for
deed. $49,500 MLS# 146726

NEW LISTINGS Lake Vermilion access lots in
Waters of Vermilion CIC #56 located in Pike Bay.
Ownership of a lot includes common ownership of
almost 30 acres of prime land with trails, 1,200 ft of
Lake Vermilion shoreline, private docking options,
access to a beautiful game room and community
kitchen, 2 inland ponds with private beach and
much more. $99,500 MLS# $199,900

JANISCH

== REALTY ==
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Refusing responsibility
As always, Trump blames his legal
troubles on everyone but himself

One might anticipate that
sitting through weeks of a crim-
inal trial, in which 20 witnesses
and reams of documents point-
ed to your guilt on 34 felony
counts, might encourage at least
a few moments of self-reflec-
tion, perhaps even humility.

Instead, as has been his
hallmark from his earliest days,
Donald J. Trump walked from
a Manhattan courtroom and did
what he always does: accepted
no responsibility for his actions.

In Donald Trump’s world of
make believe he was simply a
victim, of a president and a pros-
ecutor out to get him, of a judge
determined to tip the scales of
justice against him, and of 12
jurors hand-picked to find him
guilty.

What Donald Trump faced,
in reality, was a brief moment
of accountability in a life during
which he has repeatedly skirt-
ed the law and the ethical con-
straints that most of us learned
in kindergarten. President Joe
Biden had nothing to do with the
case, despite Trump’s lies to the
contrary. Manhattan district at-
torney Alvin Bragg held Trump
to the same standard as the more
than 10,000 other business own-
ers who had been prosecuted in
New York over the past ten years
after having been caught false-
ly reporting financial records.
The judge administered the trial
fairly, at least according to the
throng of reporters who regular-
ly attended the trial. And the 12
everyday Americans who made
up the jury weighed the evi-
dence and their jury instructions,
came back with questions, and
ultimately determined what was
obvious to anyone who had fol-
lowed the trial and the evidence
presented at all closely— that
Donald Trump had engaged in a
conspiracy to cover up negative
news stories about his interac-
tions with women and caused
his company to falsify business
records to cover it up.

Others involved in the
scheme had already faced the
consequences. Trump’s former
fixer, Michael Cohen, spent sev-
eral months in prison in part for
facilitating the scheme on behalf
of the Trump campaign. Amer-
ican Media Inc., which then
published the National Enquir-
er, had to acknowledge their in-
volvement and guilt in the con-
spiracy in an agreement under
which publisher David Pecker
agreed to testify truthfully in
exchange for not facing prose-
cution. That testimony proved
devastating to Trump’s case.

Trump, despite his repeated
lies to the contrary, could have
taken the stand and refuted Mr.
Pecker, and Mr. Cohen, and Ms.

Hicks, and the many other wit-
nesses who testified to his in-
volvement in the scheme. But he
couldn’t do so without adding
a possible perjury charge to the
mix.

Trump is no victim. He is
a perpetrator and an abuser, ut-
terly incapable of introspection,
who has never taken responsi-
bility for a single self-inflicted
wound in his entire life. Every-
one else is to blame. “I’'m a very
innocent man,” Trump claimed,
laughably, shortly after the jury
unanimously found him guilty
on all counts.

Unusually, Trump did say
one true thing in the aftermath
of the verdict. “We don’t have
the same country anymore,” he
stated— and how right he is on
that score.

In the country most of us
grew up in, a hush money pay-
off to a porn star, or the deni-
gration of military Veterans as
“suckers,” or the incitement of
a coup to maintain one’s grip on
the presidency, would have been
game over for anyone’s political
career.

A convicted felon as the
presidential nominee of a major
party? Not in the America we
once knew.

Trump, as always, lays
the blame for the devolution
of America on others. Yet, it is
Trump, who campaigns on noth-
ing but grievance and resentment
fueled by falsehoods who has
done more to undermine faith in
America than anyone in this na-
tion’s history. He has poisoned
the minds of countless people in
this country through his relent-
less lies, which are regurgitated
by his sycophantic supporters,
and it has changed our commu-
nities and our collective sense of
self to an astonishing degree. By
constantly repeating false sto-
ries about the 2020 election and
wallowing in disrespect toward
the basic institutions created
by the Constitution, including
the courts, Trump has changed
America in ways many of us
never would have believed pos-
sible.

Trump accuses President
Biden of seeking to divide the
country, but it is he who has torn
families and communities apart
with his vitriol and his false-
hoods. Yes, for many of us, the
country we live in today is un-
recognizable, and Trump bears
significant responsibility for that
fact. But, like everything, Trump
portrays himself as blameless.
He’s just an innocent victim.

It’s difficult to imagine a
man more out of touch with re-
ality.

It could happen to
any of us

I found myself agreeing
with Donald Trump as I lis-
tened to his opening statement
at his post-conviction press
conference last week.

He said, “If this can hap-
pen to me, it can happen to
anyone.”

Iagree. We have a process
in this country to deal with ac-
cusations of wrongdoing. We
are all considered innocent
until proven guilty. The prose-
cution has the burden of proof
to show beyond a reasonable
doubt that the defendant has
committed the crime. That
was applied in this case.

We all come before a jury
of our peers. Both the defense
attorney and the prosecution
have the right to reject indi-
vidual jurors, some for cause
and some without having to
give a reason. This happened
in the Trump case.

All of us are subject to the
same rules in our legal sys-
tem. And we all have the right
to appeal. Ditto in the Trump
case.

So, yes, if it can hap-
pen to Trump, it can happen
to us. This trial was pretty
much what we learned in high
school civics class.

I’'m glad the U.S. system
of justice worked as it was de-
signed.

But beware if Trump
should win in November, be-
cause the entrenched financial
interests behind the current
hard-right conservatives who
support Trump and the syco-
phants who have sold their in-
tegrity and their souls to him
have something in store for us
that will make your hair stand
on end: a plan to dismantle
much of what we consider our
fundamental American sys-

The life

An alterna-

COMMENTARY

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

34 COUNTs

tem of government and our
civil rights, including our ba-
sic justice system.

There’s a reason that
Trump’s press conference
was a self-pity party and had
no specifics whatsoever on
just what he’d do if he were
elected. It’s because we would
never vote for him if we really
knew. Please do your own re-
search and know what are the
consequences when you vote.
(For a primer on the road map
for a Trump presidency, go
to:  https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Project_2025).

Leah Rogne

Gheen

Words that say it
all about today’s
GOP

To understand how much
the Republican Party has
changed, just consider the
following words, spoken by
former Maryland Gov. Larry
Hogan, who is currently the
GOP’s candidate for the U.S.
Senate from Maryland. Ho-
gan, an old- school Republi-
can, posted on X just before
the verdict was announced in
the trial of Donald J. Trump,
urging respect for the verdict
and the legal process.

“At this dangerously di-
vided moment in our history,
all leaders—regardless of par-
ty —must not pour fuel on the
fire with more toxic partisan-
ship. We must reaffirm what
has made this nation great: the
rule of law.”

In the America I used
to know this was the kind of
statesman-like comment we
could expect from any serious
politician. It was measured,
sensible, and respectful.

So, how did Republican
leaders respond to Hogan’s
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comments?

“You just ended your
campaign,” wrote Chris LaC-
ivita, a top Trump campaign
advisor.

Lara Trump, now the
co-chair of the Republican
National Committee, called
Hogan’s call to respect the
verdict determined by 12 av-
erage Americans “ridiculous”
and said the GOP Senate can-
didate “doesn’t deserve the
respect of anyone in the Re-
publican Party at this point,
and quite frankly anybody in
America.”

These comments tell us
all we need to know about
today’s Republican Party and
a possible second Trump ad-
ministration.

Patricia Helmberger

Tower

Your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to marshall@timberjay.
com.
We ask that letters
be limited to 300 words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page. We want to
know what you think!

of a professional meeting watcher...

Boathouse. I can see it

tive job title for a
journalist is pro-
fessional meet-
ing watcher. We
go to all those
city council,
school  board,
township, and
zoning  meet-
ings and write
them up. Those

al  meeting
watching is
a career path

| every ambi-

L i | tious youth
CATIE |is keen to
pursue. The

CLARK investment

of you who
prefer Monday
Night Football to an Ely
School Board meeting can
stay home and watch the
game. You can read about
the school district’s new
hypothetical contract for
Zamboni machine deicer
fluid, for an exciting sav-
ings of $4,567, in the pa-

in toothpicks
alone is sub-
stantial, lest the sleepy
eyelids fall too far down-
ward during a meeting.
In addition, I can guaran-
tee that your average city
council member might
move to ban CPAP ma-
chines if I brought one to
a meeting and needed to

revenue by subletting the
back half of their meeting
spaces to sleep labs. Lo-
cal meetings could take
place in the front half of
a meeting room. Medical
professionals who special-
ize in sleep could use the
back half of the meeting
room to help their patients
achieve a deep and pro-
found sleep.

One of the most
striking observations that
this professional meeting
watcher has made over the
years has to do with com-
prehensive plans. Just the
words  “comprehensive

per later. use it. plan” are enough to cure
I can’t Alternatively, local entire rooms of meeting

say that municipal governments attendees of insomnia.

profession- could generate additional Comprehensive plans

are mostly the same in ev-
ery state. I have sampled
the comprehensive plans
of at least nine cities in
three different states and
my survey confirms that
there will never be a com-
prehensive plan on the
New York Times bestseller
list. The biggest variable
is whether a state requires
them. Idaho requires ev-
ery incorporated munici-
pality and county to have a
comprehensive plan. Min-
nesota requires them only
in the seven-county met-
ropolitan area around the
Twin Cities. Ohio doesn’t

require them at all.

Ely and Babbitt both
have comprehensive
plans. Putting on my pro-
fessional meeting watcher
hat, I will now ask every-
one in those two cities
who has read their com-
prehensive plans to please
raise their hands. And
now that I have counted
the hands, I will note it’s a
good thing that my ceiling
does not depend on your
raised hands to hold it up.

Comprehensive plans
can have uses outside of
city planning. For exam-
ple, questions about Ely’s
comprehensive plan could
insert some real brain
stumpers at the next Ely
Trivia Night over at the

now: the trivia MC pulls a
question out of the “local
government and history”
category pile.

“In what year was
Ely’s comprehensive plan
written?”

Of course, a silence
more profound than a li-
brary would reign because
no one other than Casey
Velcheff, Ely’s deputy
clerk, would know the
answer. For the record,
Velcheff isn’t allowed to
play on trivia nights be-
cause she knows all the
answers. But if you need
to know about anything at

See MEETING..,pg. 5
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America needs a

loyal opposition

In 1973, 1 lived in
Winnipeg, Manitoba for
a year. One of my friends
was Lawrie Cherniak,
who was on the city coun-
cil and whose father was
Saul Cherniak, finance
minister in the provincial
government, the second
most important position
after Premier Ed Schreyer.
I asked Lawrie why it is
the case in a parliamenta-
ry system that the govern-
ing majority listens to the
minority, since they have
the votes and party disci-
pline to pass any legisla-
tion they want. He said,
you absolutely have to.
The opposition sees things
from a different perspec-
tive, and if you don’t lis-
ten to them, you end up
making big mistakes. In a
way, the role of the “loyal
opposition,” as it is called,
is to be a reality check. It
takes two to tango is true
in government as well as
dance.

But what happens
if you have an opposi-
tion that is not interested
in reality but invents its
own “bespoke reality,”
an ephemeral, changeable
phenomenon as in the sto-
ry of the King’s Clothes,
where a king is tricked
into wearing nothing but
thinking he is dressed in
the finest clothing, and
everybody goes along for
fear of being isolated as a
troublemaker? In the sto-
ry, it takes a child to break
the spell and bring out the
truth. But who can break
the spell of a political
party trapped in a cycle
of obedience to an au-
thoritarian leader and his
sometimes-violent cadre
of true believers?

It has been a long
time that America has
been functioning with one
and a half political parties.
Agree or disagree with
them, love them or hate
them, but Democrats still
act like a traditional politi-
cal party with policy agen-
das and internal debate.
The Republican Party has
become a cult whose main
focus is to “own” their
enemies, and who don’t
even have a party plat-
form anymore. It’s very
difficult to have function-
al government when one
partner is trying to dance
and the other is off in the
ozone.

This is not to say that
I oppose conservative po-
litical parties. I don’t. I
think they are absolutely
essential for a functioning

MEETING...Cont. from page 4

Ely City Hall, Velcheff is
your gal.

Yes, I did call up
Velcheff and ask her what
year Ely’s comprehensive
plan was published. She
knew the correct answer
off the top of her head.

The biggest compre-
hensive plan trivia ques-
tion is simple: what is
the primary purpose of
a comprehensive plan?
As someone who talks to
those who attend a lot of
meetings, I can say with
confidence that maybe
twenty-seven people in
Ely can answer that ques-
tion correctly.

I know the answer
to this question will keep
all of you awake at night.
The insomniacs and triv-
ia game fans will be up
at o’dark thirty, cruising
the internet in search of
an answer. Fear not. I will
save you the arduous task
of finding and reading the

government. The problem
is that the U.S. no longer
has a conservative par-
ty, and that is America’s
greatest loss.
Fred Schumacher
Gheen

Another open
letter to Pete

Stauber

To Pete Stauber, MY
Eighth District Represen-
tative: 1 contacted your
office numerous times be-
fore and after Jan. 6,2021,
first asking you to step to
the plate and publicly sup-
port the results of the 2020
election, then after Jan. 6,
pleading with you to do
the right thing and de-
nounce the attack on our
capitol and Trump’s role
in it. None of my emails
were answered.

Instead, after initially
refusing to join the 147
Republican members of
Congress who immedi-
ately voted to overturn
the election results, you
caved and signed on with
125 other Republicans
in a belated attempt to
do exactly that (Texas vs
Penn.), even after 90 other
lawsuits filed on behalf of
Trump had already failed
miserably (most of them
basically laughed out of
court.)

And now, true to
form, after three and a
half years of mostly suck-
ing up to Trump, you pull
this shameless stunt and
parrot Trump’s lunacy
about “rigged” trials? So,
my question to you is this:
do you have ANY original
thoughts on any of this, or
are you just going to con-
tinue to shamelessly chan-
nel Trump’s delusional
nonsense?

Pete, I voted for you
twice because I foolishly
thought you were a stand-
up guy. Well, that ship has
sailed — I wouldn’t vote
for you again if you were
the last candidate on earth.

Lynn Scott

Soudan

Stauber’s
hypocrisy is
astonishing

In a May 1 congres-
sional hearing, Rep. Pete
Stauber pointed his finger
at Secretary Deb Haaland,
the first Indigenous per-
son to be a U.S. cabinet
secretary, and accused her
of ignoring Indigenous
people. The subject was
the decision of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, which
Haaland leads, to restrict

Letters from Readers

oil drilling on environ-
mentally sensitive federal
lands on Alaska’s North
Slope. Stauber, doing the
bidding of his oil and gas
industry patrons (as of
March 31, $99.,450 in con-
tributions in 2023-2024,
according to Open Se-
crets), claimed that Haa-
land “neglected to speak”
to some Native Americans
from Alaska who support-
ed drilling. “It’s unaccept-
able,” he preached.
Secretary Haaland
may not have met per-
sonally with North Slope
Native Americans who
supported drilling every
time they desired. But in
November 2023 some met
with Haaland’s deputy
secretary of the interior,
with the director of the
White House Council on
Environmental  Quality,
and with a representative
of the White House Office
of Management and Bud-
get. Subsequent to those
meetings, a department of
the interior spokesperson
stated “In this administra-
tion, the secretary, deputy
secretary, and senior in-
terior officials have held
more than a dozen engage-
ments with North Slope
elected officials, tribal
and [Native] corporation
leaders—including virtual
meetings, in-person meet-
ings in D.C. and Anchor-
age, and during multiple
visits to the North Slope.
In her first visit to Alas-
ka as interior secretary in
2022, Secretary Haaland
visited Utqiagvik, where
she met with North Slope
Borough leadership.”
Rep. Stauber flaunts
his supposed concern for
Native American inter-
ests, so what is his record
with the many Indigenous
people in the Eighth Dis-
trict? According to the
Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa, when
in early 2021 Stauber ex-
pressed adamant opposi-
tion to the appointment
of Haaland as interior
secretary, the Band invit-
ed Stauber to meet with
its leadership council to
discuss the appointment.
Stauber declined to meet.
A few years ago, a Fond
du Lac spokesperson told
Forum News Services that
“In Representative Staub-
er’s years in office, he has
failed to give the courte-
sy of notifying the band
of any proposal directly
impacting the tribes. His
office has failed to set up
tribal consultations on a
quarterly basis. Ultimate-
ly, he has failed to consult
with Minnesota tribes on
various matters affecting

Indian Country.”

That brings us to
Stauber’s bill in Con-
gress known as HR 3195,
which Stauber deceptively
named the “Superior Na-
tional Forest Restoration
Act.” Mining company
Antofagasta, owned most-
ly by the billionaire Luksic
family from Chile, has
been proposing to mine
copper along waterways
in the Superior National
Forest that drain into the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. The im-
pacts of such mining, es-
pecially water pollution,
would grievously harm
the Boundary Waters.

In January 2023, In-
terior Secretary Haaland,
acting on the recommen-
dation of the U.S. Forest
Service and the Bureau
of Land Management,
banned mining on federal
lands upstream from the
Boundary Waters for 20
years—which is the maxi-
mum period for such a ban
under current law. The
Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe publicly supported
a different bill, sponsored
by Rep. Betty McCollum
and others, that would
make the mining ban per-
manent, thus removing the
toxic mining threat for the
long term. Ignoring the
position of the Tribe, Stau-
ber pushed his bill through
the House on April 30. If
it were to become law—
by passing the Senate and
being signed by the Pres-
ident—it would overturn
the mining ban, reissue
mining leases to Antofa-
gasta, and prohibit any
court challenge to these
dangerous and destructive
actions.

So that’s how much
Stauber cares for the inter-
ests of Indigenous people.

Becky Rom

Ely

Democracy vs.
Donald Trump
and his allies on
the Supreme

Court
My husband and I are

planning a trip to Europe
this fall to visit Norman-
dy, site of the landing of
Allied troops fighting
against the fascist powers,
led by Germany, to main-
tain democracy in the free
world.

We will also visit
Malmedy, Belgium to find
the place where my father
was wounded in the Battle
of the Bulge when a half
million Allied soldiers
successfully fought a half

American Planning Asso-
ciation website on plan-
ning documents.

The answer is land
use as mandated by state
law. As a professional
meeting watcher, I am
always floored that oth-
er professional meeting
goers don’t know this. A
comprehensive plan can
include economic devel-
opment, climate resilien-
cy, and whatever else a
bureaucrat may dream of
adding, but if it lacks land
use planning, it’s a not a
comprehensive plan.

You might wonder
why the word compre-
hensive is used. So might
we all, but the answer to
this riddle is buried in the
1920s and the origins of
American zoning practic-
es. The term comprehen-
sive plan was coined by
Edward Murray Bassett,
the father of American
zoning. For the sake of the

timberjay.com

attendees at the next Ely
Trivia Night, Bassett also
coined the word “free-
way.”

Bassett was instru-
mental in shaping the
American zoning system
we know today. When he
cooked up the first com-
prehensive plan in New
York City, he knew he
was drafting a plan that
was comprehensive for
land use. Zoning was in its
infancy and the land use
laws of the time were any-
thing but comprehensive.

Cities did little to plan
for all possible future uses
at the time. A comprehen-
sive plan that guided fu-
ture growth was a radical
concept in the 1920s, but

planners and city govern-
ments adopted it because
it was useful. The words
“land use” were not used
in the title because all the
planning  professionals
knew it was implied.

Because it may come
up at the next Ely Trivia
Game, Ely’s most recent
comprehensive plan was
approved in 2016. The
city’s planning and zoning
commission is currently
reviewing it for possible
revision. It’s not too late
to become one of the 27
people in Ely who have
read the 2016 edition. It
will do wonders for your
insomnia.

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Get Benefits

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

million German soldiers
in the last big effort to de-
feat the German war ma-
chine. My father and the
men he served with were
clear in their goal of sav-
ing democracy even at the
cost of their lives.

On April 25, T lis-
tened to Michael Dreeben,
lawyer from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, argu-
ing in the Supreme Court
AGAINST granting TO-
TAL immunity to former
President Trump for his
attempts to overthrow the
results of the 2020 presi-
dential election and stay
in office against the will
of the voters. Grand jury
members who reviewed
the evidence of Trump
trying to steal the 2020
election indicted him in
August 2023 and lower
courts have ruled deci-
sively that Trump does
NOT have immunity
against these acts. Still,
the Supreme Court agreed
to hear this case.

But rather than focus-
ing on the specifics of the
case in front of them, the
right-wing justices, Alito
and Gorsuch in particular,
said they were more in-
terested in the future than
the present, staying far
away from Trump and his
actions. As Ruth Marcus
of the Washington Post
wrote: “The conservative
justices’ professed con-
cerns over the implica-
tions of their rulings for
imaginary future presi-
dents, in imaginary fu-
ture proceedings, seemed
more important to them
than bringing Trump to
justice.” Trump is the first
president in nearly 250
years to be charged with
crimes and no previous
president has made any
claim of immunity.

Justice Kagan asked
why there is not a clause
in the Constitution regard-
ing presidential immunity.
“They didn’t provide im-
munity to the president.
And, you know — it’s not
so surprising — they were
reacting against a mon-
arch who claimed to be
above the law. Wasn’t the
whole point that the pres-
ident was not a monarch
and the president was not
supposed to be above the

tE)

law.

Justice Jackson: “If
someone with those kinds
of powers, the most pow-
erful person in the world
with the greatest amount
of authority, could go
into office knowing there
would be no penalty for
committing crimes, I'm
trying to understand what
the disincentive is from
turning the oval office
into, you know, the seat
of criminal activity in this
country.”

It appears now that
the conservatives on the
Supreme Court have put
Donald Trump above the
law. Thomas Paine wrote
in “Common Sense,”’ the
1776 pamphlet that con-
vinced British colonists
in North America to start
a new nation. “In Ameri-
ca the law is king. For as
in absolute governments
the king is law, so in free
countries the law ought to
be king; and there ought to
be no other.”

According to the U.S.
Constitution, the president
swears an oath to ‘faith-
fully execute’ the respon-
sibilities as president and
to ‘preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution
of the United States.” No
person is above the law,
including the president of
the United States.

IT NOW RESTS
ON WE THE PEOPLE
TO USE THE POWER
OF THE VOTE TO RE-
STORE THE LAW TO
ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE!

Please make it a prior-
ity to ensure our democra-
cy is not lost in the presi-
dential election on Nov. 5.
It is essential that you are
registered, well informed,
and vote!

Which brings me
back to the purpose of
the trip my husband and
I are taking to honor my
father’s part in WWII in
which he valiantly fought
so that future generations
could live in democracy.
That’s why they are called
The Greatest Generation!

Barbara Lund

Gabler

Lutsen
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30
p.m. on June 10

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in
the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
June 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on June 11.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

TSHS weekly winner

TOWER- The winner
of the Charlemagne’s 52
Club $100 cash prize for
week 45 is Vicky Carlson
of Tower.

History Tidbit:
Mother’s Day fire...con-
tinued. As dusk neared,
the winds died down and
clouds of an approaching
cold front moved in from
the west. By 9 p.m. light
rain had begun to fall over
much of the area, and a
wind switch to the north-
west all but stopped the
fire’s advance. Still, the
fire was far from contained
and crews worked through
the night.

By Monday morn-
ing, after a night of rain,
conditions had improved
substantially, however,
the fire—dubbed as the
“Vermilion Complex” —
was still classified as
uncontained. Thirty-one
dozer crews, plus over
150 firefighters from as far
away as Montana and Wis-
consin, worked throughout
the day, constructing fire
lines, protecting homes
and putting out what fire
remained.

Their efforts were
aided on Tuesday by a
second day of frequent
showers and low clouds
and the fire was described
as contained. By Wednes-
day evening the fires were
confirmed as controlled
and the mop-up operations
and a 35-mile fire line had
been established. To be
continued.

Roadside cleanup
EMBARRASS-
Community members
are invited to sign up to
clean up a certain road or
location. Garbage bags can
be picked up at the town
hall. Call 218-984-2084
when bags are ready to be
picked up by the mainte-
nance department. Com-
munity cleanup should
be completed by June 17.
Thank you in advance for
your assistance in keeping
Embarrass clean.

TOWER- Fortune Bay’s
“Ticket In, Ticket Out” program,
along with a $500 donation by
Fortune Bay, have added almost
$2.400 to the Tower-Soudan
Lake Vermilion Events Board’s
fundraising efforts. Event board
members are all volunteers and
all the funds needed to put on the
Fourth of July events are raised
by contributions and fundraising.

“The board appreciates the
generous contribution given by
Fortune Bay Resort Casino,” said
Jarri Ankrum at a recent check
presentation. “If you would like
to help support these communi-
ty-wide events, a contribution,
in any amount, can be sent to the

GOOD NEIGHBORS

Fortune Bay donates to Fourth of luly

TSLVEB, PO Box 461, Tow-
er, MN 55790.” All contribu-
tions are tax deductible.

“This is an event our
guests really rallied around,”

said Fortune Bay’s Director

of Public Relations Brian K.

Anderson of donations guests i

made, coupled with $500 from §g
Fortune Bay as part of its Tick-
et in Ticket Out promotion. “It
was our pleasure to help them,
and we hope other businesses
throughout the region do the
same.”

Pictured (from left) Jeff
Mattson, Jarri Ankrum,
Jolene Mroszak, and Tim
Tomsich. Submitted photo
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Over 30 students took part in the Tower-Soudan Community Education afterschool soccer program this spring. Volunteer
coaches, led by Amy Banks, with help from Ed Williams, TS principal John Jirik, and VCS school director Sam O’Brien
coached the younger players this spring. photo by J. Summit

TOWER- Author Stephen
Schaitberger will be speaking
about his book “Stands Before
His People, Enmegahbowh and
the Ojibwe” at the Midsummer
Festival in Tower on June 15.
The talk will be at 3 p.m. in St.
Mary’s Hall in the Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center. His book
will be on sale and all proceeds
will be used for Native American
Ministry.

Almost 15 years ago, the
Reverend Stephen Schaitberger
worked for the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Minnesota. His passion
was serving the small churches,
which brought him to deal with
the Episcopal church in Tower.
After the congregation voted to
close the historic church, Steve
and a few leaders in the com-
munity sought approval of the
Diocese of Minnesota to give the

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER
Native American Episcopal priest Enmegahbowh focus of talk

church property and bulldlng toa
group of people interested in pre-
serving the architectural jewel to
be used as a cultural center.

Fr. Steve’s interest in the
Ojibwe began at church camp
on the Leech Lake Reservation,
when he was in the ninth grade.
Stories about Enmegahbowh

were campfire inspirations that
formed his ministry.

Enmegahbowh  was the
first person of Ojibwe heritage
to be ordained in the Episcopal
Church. His dates are approxi-
mately 1810 to 1902. He served
in this area for several years af-
ter he married a woman from the
Fond du Lac Band of Ojibwe. In
1852 he settled in the Brainerd
area and founded Saint Colum-
bia Mission which was moved to
White Earth Reservation in 1868
and is still an active congrega-
tion.

As fortune would have it,
Fr. Steve served as priest for the
Episcopal Church in Brainerd for
18 years. (Enmegahbowh served
that area for about 16 years.)
Thus began a 40-year research
quest for anything concerning
Enmegahbowh. Finally, with the

help of his friend Vern Pickering,
this book was published. Its fo-
cus is not religion but rather it is
a historic biography of an Ojibwe
priest who left an extensive writ-
ten record of his ministry in Min-
nesota. It is not history from the
dominant society’s perspective.

Left: Reverend Stephen
Schaitberger stands in
front of a portrait of Native
American Episcopal priest
Enmegahbowh. Steve

co- authored a fascinating
book on a remarkable man
and will be visiting Tower
in June. Steve is largely
responsible for attaining
St. Mary’s church to become
the LVCC.

Hartfield Birthday
Concert in Tower on

Friday, June 7
TOWER- Well-
known Ely keyboard
player and vocalist Irene
Hartfield will perform
a benefit concert for the
Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center on Friday, June
7 at 7 p.m. at the center.
Admission is a free will
donation. The event also
coincides with a celebra-
tion of her 75th birthday.
Hartfield states, “This
concert will be special -
with favorites and songs
you may not have heard

COMMUNITY NOTICES

from me before.” As a
child of the 1960s and
1970s, Hartfield describes
her musical repertoire as
“last century pop.” But
she loves beautiful music
of all eras and has a few
recent additions from this
century.

The Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center concert
will have a reception
following Harfield’s per-
formance in the Cultural
Center’s Halunen Lobby.

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Please Donate:
Tower Cemetery Assn.

PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790

THANK YOU!

Published in the Timberjay, May 17, 31, June 7, 21, 28, July 12

Tower Ambulance
receives certificate
of excellence for

2023

TOWER- For the
second year in a row,
the Tower Area Ambu-
lance Service staff have
received a Certificate of
Clinical Excellence for
the year 2023.

“The award is a cred-
it to your organization,
leadership, involvement
of your medical direc-
tor, and most of all the
exemplary care and doc-
umentation  performed
by your dedicated crew
members,” said Dylan
Ferguson, Executive Di-
rector of the Emergency
Medical Services Regula-
tory Board. “You should
be proud of the care that
your organization pro-
vides to the community
and everyone you serve.

The emergency med-
ical board established
multiple clinical adviso-
ry performance measures

that could be used to
benchmark and highlight
the wonderful prehospital
care that Minnesotans re-
ceive every day from our
dedicated EMTs and Para-
medics. The measures
evaluated look specifical-
ly at the quality of patient
care in cases of strokes,
chest pain, trauma, and
pediatrics. To qualify,
the Tower Ambulance
had to achieve a perfor-
mance rate of 80-percent
or higher in five or more
individual  performance
measures.

TS Class of ‘74

Reunion July 4-5
TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Class of 1974
will celebrate their 50th
class reunion on July 4
and 5. Classmates are in-
vited to support our float
in the July 4 parade by
either riding or walking
along the parade route.
On July 5 there will be
asocial hour from 5 - 6

p.m. at Tavern in the Bay,
2077 Cty. Rd. 77, with
dinner at 6 p.m. and a so-
cial hour following. For
more information, please
visit the Facebook group
“Tower Soudan Class of
‘74" We welcome any
TSHS alumni to join us
for social hour before or
after dinner.

Embarrass barrel
racing set for June

15

EMBARRASS-
There will be barrel rac-
ing held at the Embarrass
horse arena at Timber
Hall on June 15, starting
at 1 p.m. after the SLC
Summer Series. Peewee,
1st Open and Youth are
PEWC sanctioned. For
more information contact
Lisa Gibson at 218-290-
9360.

Subscribe Today ¢ (218) 753-2950
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WINDOWS INTO YESTERDAY

Holy cow: dairy in Ely

The large red dairy barn off of Laine Rd. built by Elias
Rajamaki in the 1920s. submitted photo

by DavID KESS

Ely-Winton Historical Society Editor

Not long ago, we who live
near Ely sometimes saw cows in
the fields outside of town — and
an occasional one in town. Nearly
all the small subsistence farmers
around Ely had milk cows. Local
people went out to the farms to get
milk. It was not found in grocery
stores, at least not for some time.

According to Judy Swenson,
in the 1930 census there were at
least fifteen farmers in the area. A
number of them were located near
the north shore of Shagawa Lake,
perhaps because of flatter land.
Out on Highway 21 — once called
the Moose Lake Road — were a
few others like the Maenpaas and
the Rajamakis. The large dairy
barn still visible from the high-
way off Laine Road was built by
Elias Rajamaki in the 1920s. It is
in great condition.

The Knuutti family on the Van
Vac Road had many cows on their
farm along the Burntside River.
Their dairy farm was called the
Pine Grove Dairy. Arvo and Wil-
liam Knuutti established the Pine
Grove Dairy in the early 1900s.
Seeing the future, they built a mod-
ern pasteurization plant in 1937.
The 36 by 75-foot dairy barn was
as modern as one could imagine:
concrete floors, steel stanchions,
and steel and wood construction.
The large barn could house up to
38 cows. Milk was pasteurized at
142 — 145 degrees, bottled, and
sold to customers at the dairy
farm. It was also distributed by
independent milkmen such as Bill
Peterson.

In 1945, Pine Grove Dairy
was sold by the Knuutti brothers to
Roy and Reino Wahlberg but the
Wahlbergs did not buy the cows or
the plant. They built the Ely Dairy
on West Conan St. in town and
dairy farmers brought their milk

to be pasteurized, bottled, and
distributed. The Ely Dairy stood
where the clinic parking lots are
now located. The large and once
very modern barn of the Knuuttis
burned to the ground in 1950.

It was then still possible to
buy raw milk directly from a few
dairy farms. Pasteurization laws
were introduced between 1945
and 1950, but it appears they were
somewhat vague. Milk sold in
stores had to be pasteurized, but
the laws about individual farmers
selling milk themselves were un-
clear. One could, in a few places,
still buy raw milk directly from
dairy farmers. It could not be ad-
vertised. Customers brought their
own containers.

Fifty years ago, few people
locked the doors on their homes at
night. If they had milk delivered,
the milkman simply came in the
back door in the morning, went
into the kitchen, and opened the
refrigerator. He decided what the
family needed so all was taken
care of effortlessly.

We Americans still drink a lot
of milk — there are cultures, of
course, that do not — but we don't
go to a farm to buy it, nor do we
have it delivered to our homes. It
is all pasteurized, and it no longer
comes in glass bottles. Now, many
children have little idea where
their milk comes from. Few, if any,
cows are to be found in the area.

An exhibit of dairy farms
in the Ely area is featured in the
lobby of the Vermilion Fine Arts
Theater at Minnesota North Col-
lege, at the eastern end of campus,
directly across from the entrance
door. If you have any questions
or information to offer, please call
the historical society at 218-365-
3226. The office is open on Tues-
days through Fridays, noon until 4
p.m.

ELY GRADUATION

The 100th class of seniors
to attend classes in the
100-year-old Ely Memorial
High School graduated on
Friday, May 31. Above: The
seniors processing into
Washington Auditorium
for their graduation
ceremony. Left: Ely's
industrial technology
teacher Tim Hogan gave the
commencement speech.
photos by C. Clark

COMMUNITY HEALTH

TR
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Lisa Porthan, Executive Director of Ely’s Northwoods
Partners (right), introduces Mayo Clinic Neurology Associate
Angela Lunde at the nonprofit’s Healthy Aging Expo at the
Grand Ely Lodge last Thursday. The annual event offered

its usual array of talks on topics specific to getting older,
including dementia, Medicare, long term care, caregiver care
and local health services. photo by C. Clark

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

» June 11: Meet New
Elyites.

» June 18: Thomas
Gable of the Voyageur's
Wolf Project.

» June 25: Lee
Frelich of the University
of Minnesota Center for
Forest Ecology.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©22¢

rain and sandfly mix
moisture erasing drought threat

sunshine and big bites

Elyites earn honors

MENOMONIE, Wis.- Ab-
igail Thompson of Ely has been
named to the University of Wis-
consin-Stout Dean's List for the
spring 2024 semester. The award
is presented to students who have
a grade point average of 3.5 or
above. UW-Stout, a member of
the Universities of Wisconsin, is
Wisconsin's Polytechnic Univer-
sity

MANCHESTER, N.H.-
Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) has named Cole
Kellogg and Lida Dodge of Ely
to Winter 2024 President's List.
The winter terms run from Janu-
ary to May. To be placed on the
President’s List, full-time under-
graduate students must earn a
minimum grade-point average of
3.7 and with a course load of 12
credits or more.

BEMIDIJI- Melissa Schroet-
er, a student at Northwest Techni-
cal College from Ely, has earned
Dean's List honors at Northwest
Technical College for the Spring
2024 semester. To be eligible for
the Dean's List, students must en-
roll in at least 12 credits and earn
a grade-point average of 3.5 or
higher for the semester

DULUTH- The University
of Minnesota Duluth has placed
the following Ely students on
its Dean's List for Spring Se-
mester 2024: seniors Brodie Be-
langer-Perry, Dylan Fenske, and,
Sidney Marshall; and freshmen
Jakson Hegman and Gabriel
Mann. Students on the Dean's List
have achieved a grade point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher while earn-
ing a minimum of 12 letter-graded
credits.

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
June is peppercorn. Pick
up a spice kit with a sam-
ple and recipes at the cir-
culation desk.

The Friends of the Li-
brary Book Club will meet
on Monday, June 10, from
3-4 p.m. The book for dis-
cussion will be “The Four
Winds” by Kristin Hannah.

The Friends of the Li-
brary annual meeting will
be on June 11, from 1-2
p.m.
The library will hold
an open craft session with
Tricia. The library will
open up the supply cup-
board and pull-out old
projects. The open craft-
ing will be on Wednesday,
June 12, 1-2 p.m.

The Library Scientists
group will meet on Thurs-
day, June 13, from 11 a.m.
until noon. The partici-
pants will learn their way
around a microscope using
one of the library's. Prereg-
ister for this program so
there are enough supplies
for all participants. Chil-
dren attending will need
adult help.

Preschool  Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m. All library
events are at the Ely Public

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Library at 224 E. Chapman
St., unless otherwise noted.

Book Sale Donations

ELY- The Friends of
the Library will accept
donations for the annual
fundraiser book sale at the
Ely Senior Center, 27 S.
First Ave. E., on Friday,
June 14, from 9 am.-3
p-m.; on Saturday, June 15,
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; and
on Monday, June 17, from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. The Friends
of the Library will accept
books, CDs, DVDs, board
games, and puzzles for the
annual sale. Do not donate
magazines, textbooks, en-
cyclopedias, or “Readers
Digest Condensed Books.”
None of these will be ac-
cepted.

Babbitt Public

Library

BABBITT- Comic
Stunt Juggler Tuey will
perform at the library on
Wednesday, June 12, at 5
p-m. This free program is
appropriate for all ages,
and will last approximately
45 minutes.

The library will host
Magic Bob and Lynn Ma-
rie’s “Happy Birthday”
magic show at 2 p.m., on
Thursday, June 13.

Preschool story time is
every Wednesday at 10:30

a.m. All library events are
at the Babbitt Public Li-
brary, 71 South Dr., unless
otherwise noted.

Ely Folk School

Birthday

ELY- The Ely Folk
School has a weekend of
programs to celebrate their
birthday over the second
weekend in June. On Fri-
day, June 7, the folk school
will hold its third annual
birch bark canoe commu-
nity paddle, from 5:30-7
p-m. at Semer’s Beach.
The event is free. Come to
the beach and paddle one
of the folk school’s tradi-
tional hand-built 20-foot
canoes. No experience is
necessary. Personal floa-
tation devices and paddles
will be provided at no cost
by the Ely Outfitting Com-
pany.

On Saturday, June 8,
the folk school will host an
old-time strings jam ses-
sion from 4-5 p.m. at the
folk school, 209 E. Sheri-
dan St. Bring your fiddle,
banjo, guitar, mandolin,
dulcimer, or bass, or just sit
back and listen. Everyone
is welcome to play along,
listen, or even dance, re-
gardless of skill or com-
fort level. Sheet music will
not be provided; instead,

chords will be called out.

The folk school will
hold another one of its
fun community dances on
Saturday evening, June 8,
starting at 7 p.m., at the
Ely Senior Center, 27 S.
First Ave. E. All dances are
taught live, so people of all
ages and skill levels can
participate. The cost is $10
at the door, youths dance
for free.

On Sunday, June 9,
from 4-6 p.m., the folk
school will hold a birthday
party potluck at its home at
209 E. Sheridan in honor
of its ninth birthday. Reg-
ister at elyfolkschool.org.
Kawishiwi Open
House

The Kawishiwi Rang-
er District's Interagency
Open House will be held
at the Minnesota North
College-Vermilion Cam-
pus in Ely, MN on Thurs-
day, June 13, from 4-6
p-m. Invited partners and
agencies include the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources, Minnesota North
College natural resources
staff, North St. Louis and
Lake County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Districts,
St. Louis and Lake coun-
ties, Firewise programs,
and more.

Living With Fire

ELY- Minnesota
North College will host
an all-day session called
“Tools for Living with
Fire” on Saturday, June
15. The day will include
talks and interactive ses-
sions outside at the Kaw-
ishiwi Ranger District
(weather permitting). The
topics include best practic-
es for homeowners in the
woods or in town for pro-
tecting your property from
wildfire, fuel reduction,
rewilding your backyard,
creating a land steward-
ship plane, woody debris
disposal, and preparing
for wildfire emergencies.
The event will serve a box
lunch and give out door
prizes. Cost in $10. Event
proceeds will be donat-
ed to the Ely Community
Resource. Register in ad-
vance at minnesotafac.org

Dorothy Day

ELY- The Dorothy
Molter Museum will hold
its annual Dorothy Day
Open House on Sunday,
June 23, from 11 a.m.-2
p-m. The museum will be
open for free to all comers.

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday Closed

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS -7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wellbeing Development,
St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 712 S. Central
Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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COOK- If there’s
one thing the organizing
committee for Cook’s
Annual Timber Days cel-
ebration prides itself on
more than anything else,
it would likely be the care
and consideration they put
into to choosing the grand
marshal for Sunday’s pa-
rade. Being active in the
community is a given, and
this’s year’s pick, Cook
Fire Department Chief Ar-
nie “Pete” Johnson, even
has credentials to prove
he’s a worthy choice.

As Johnson talked
with the Timberjay on
Tuesday, he reached into
his wallet an pulled out a
card showing the results
of his most recent physical
exam, one that deemed the
85-year-old fit to continue
active duty as a firefighter.
Johnson doesn’t go out on
all calls these days — rath-
er, he responds when they
might be shorthanded for
aresponse or if they might
need his expertise.

These days the chief
mainly rides herd over the
approximately 20 volun-
teer firefighters the depart-
ment has and the things
they need to be prepared
both operationally and fi-
nancially. It’s a job he’s
taken pride in for over 20
years as chief, and it’s not
one he plans to give up
any time soon.

“I believe in the fire
department and I’ve got
to have something to do,”
he said, noting that it will
be time to hang it up,
“when they put me in the
ground.”

Arnie has been “Pete”
for as long as he can re-
member, a name that

came from his grandfather
on his father’s side of the
family, he said.

The Cook native was
born to Laurive and Aili
Johnson, one of five sons
and a daughter the couple
had. His mother passed
when he was only 18
months old, and with Lau-
rive working as a mechan-
ic for the county, John-
son’s relatives stepped in
to help care for the kids.

“My dad didn’t re-
marry, but he kept the
family together,” Johnson
said. “I used to be related
to half of the town. They
took care of me, every-
body took their turn.”

Together, they shep-
herded Johnson through
his graduation from Cook
High School in 1957, and
at that point Cook might
have lost its future fire
chief. Not having any
specific career direction
in mind, his search for a
job took him to Alaska.
He drove up for the sum-
mer with a relative who
worked in Anchorage and
looked for a job.

“They didn’t have
any work in the place I
stayed,” Johnson said.
“I probably could have
stayed up there and
worked on a dairy farm,
but my brother wanted me
to come home.”

So Johnson came
back and went to work
cutting trees, until some
friends suggest that he ap-
ply for a job with the Du-
luth, Winnipeg and Pacific
Railway, a subsidiary of
Canadian National. That
job turned into a career
that lasted for about four
decades.

CELEBRATING SERVICE

Cook fire chief is chief dignitary for Timber Days
Grand marshal Johnson has spent decades providing for the public's safety

Johnson hadn’t been
on the job long, however,
when he had to take aleave
of absence because he was
drafted into the Army. He
did his basic training at
Fort Carson in Colorado,
and advanced training at
Fort Ord in California be-
fore being shipped over-
seas to Baumholder, Ger-
many. He spent the bulk of
his 19-month hitch there,
but he did manage to take
a week’s leave in 1963 to
take care of a little matter
at home, one that involved
a girl.

Johnson said he knew
he wanted Linda Mann,
five years his junior, to be
his wife before he left for
military service.

“Before I went to Col-
orado for basic training I
went to Tower and bought
a set of rings,” he said.
He popped the question
before he left, but he said
Linda wasn’t really sur-
prised, as she had a good
idea what Johnson was up
to.

The couple was mar-
ried on Jan. 3, 1963, and
Johnson said that as a re-
sult Linda became eligible
to receive spousal benefits
for wives of service mem-
bers.

Johnson’s job at the
railroad was waiting for
him when he returned,
and not long after the fire
chief at the time asked
him to volunteer for the
department. He did, and
he also became a charter
member of rescue squad.
Meanwhile, Linda began
a career of 50-plus years
working for Farmers and
Merchants State Bank of
Cook, currently the First

Timber Days Grand Marshal Pete Johnson

National Bank. She also
became a faithful volun-
teer for the Cook Hospital
Auxiliary, something she
continued up until the time
of her passing in 2015.
When he wasn’t pro-
gressing up the ladder at
the railroad, eventually
becoming a track inspec-
tor, or putting out fires,
Johnson took some time
to help out L.D. Gustafson
at the Comet Theater.
“They took care of
me for a while when I
was a youngster,” he said.
“I used to run projectors
and stuff for him. Because
they cared for me for a
while I figured I'd take
care of them for a while.”
Johnson and his wife

also helped out with the
youth at Trinity Lutheran
Church.

“Anytime they had an
overnight deal or some-
thing we’d get nominat-
ed,” Johnson laughed.
“We didn’t really get
nominated, we just volun-
teered our services.”

Johnson’s career at
the railroad came to an end
in the early 1990s when he
suffered an aneurysm.

“Their doctors said 1
wasn’t fit, but my doctor
said there was nothing
wrong,” Johnson said.

But the saying that
you can’t keep a good man
down was true in John-
son’s case — he moved on
to work as manager of the

Cook VFW for a couple of
years. There was a certain
bit of justice in that, as
Johnson’s military service
hadn’t qualified him to
join the VFW as a mem-
ber. While he’d served
overseas, he hadn’t been
involved in a military con-
flict there.

There’s much about
the Cook of the “old days”
that Johnson says he miss-
es, but the community to-
day still has much to offer
in the way of good small-
town life. It’s a life he en-
joys with his son Shane
close at hand, as firefight-
ing apparently runs in
the family — his son’s a
longtime department vol-
unteer, too. And he has a
special pair of lights in his
life, his granddaughters
Chloe and Katie.

And it’s clear that
Johnson is ready for the
next call he might be need-
ed on. It’s his commitment
to the department and the
people of Cook and sur-
rounding communities.

“I’ll go because if no-
body shows up or maybe
one person shows up, we
should have three” he said.
“I’ve had that in the rules
for many years. So, I'll
go on and do what I can
do. And the reason I got
that there,” he said while
pointing to his physical
card, “is that if somebody
is in the house or whatev-
er,'ll goin.”

Johnson will be lead-
ing the parade on River St.
on Sunday, the final day
of the three-day Timber
Days festival that begins
Friday with all of the fa-
vorite events in store for
participants.

Farmers market to

open on June 15

COOK- Get ready,
the members of the Cook
Area Farmers Market
are ready to start another
season of Saturdays be-
ginning Saturday, June 15
from 8 a.m.-noon in the
Cook City Park on River
St.

The Market offers
a wide variety of fresh
locally grown produce,
baked goods, arts and
crafts. You can even take
a buggy ride. So come and
partake of opening day,
and make the Cook Area
Farmers Market a week-
end habit all summer long.

NWFA Spring Art

Expo is underway
COOK- Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery in Cook began its
annual Spring Art Expo
on Wednesday, June 5 at
the gallery. The Expo runs
through Saturday, June
29 and the gallery open
hours, (staffed by volun-
teers) are 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.
on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays. On Sat-
urdays the gallery is open
generally from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., except for Timber
Days Saturday, June 8,
when it will be open from

9 am.-4 p.m. The NWFA
Gallery is at 210 S River
St.

Expo Events
»Opening day,
Wednesday, June 5 -

50/50 Raffle Tickets went
on sale for the summer
and will be available
through Aug. 18. The win-
ners need not be present to
win 50 percent of the tick-
et sales or a work of art by
a local artist.

»Celebratory recep-
tion, Friday, June 7 — A re-
ception will be held from
5-7 p.m. at the gallery.
Meet many of the 40 par-
ticipating artists who ex-
hibit at NWFA and enjoy a
sumptuous table of appe-
tizers while viewing new,
original, thought provok-
ing works of art.

» Saturday, June
8 — NWFA will spon-
sor a Cook Timber Days
booth in the City Park
where you may complete
a simple art project on the
spot from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
The gallery will also be
open those hours.

»Wednesday, June
12 — Cook’s Music in the
Park kicks of its summer
run from 6-8 p.m. at the
City Park gazebo with
“The Beefeater Broth-
ers.” A refreshment
stand is sponsored by St.

Paul’s (Alango) Lutheran
Church. The concert se-
ries is sponsored with the
help of the Cook Lions
Club, Cook VFW #1757
and Auxiliary, the Timber-
wolves Snowmobile Club,
and other community do-
nations.

»Tuesday, June 18
— NWFA will hold its an-
nual meeting at 5 p.m. at
the gallery with a potluck
supper at 5:30 p.m.and
guest  speaker,  writer
Katharine Johnson, from 6
to 7 p.m. Johnson, of Clo-
quet, has authored several
books and many poems.
Examples are “Sylvie’s
Silence” and “Wind and
Drum.”

Art Classes

Saturday, June
15 from 10 am.-2 p.m,;
Lyn Reed will pres-

ent “Block Printing”. Stu-
dents will learn to carve a
design in a soft but firm
material to create a print-
able design when dipped
in paint and applied to pa-
per. Materials are provid-
ed for the class.

Thursday and Friday,
June 20-21 from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Native American
artist Malita Spears will
hold a two-day workshop
on beading.  Materials
will be provided.

Friday, June 28 from

12-2 p.m., Dr. Ellie Lar-
mouth will hold “A Writ-
ers’ Gathering”.  This
is a popular free class
and no registration is re-
quired. The gathering will
talk about writing with
an opportunity to share
one another’s writing and
do some writing using a
prompt given by Dr. Ellie.

Library begins
summer reading

COOK- Welcome to
Camp Storm!

The Cook Public Li-
brary has renamed its
summer reading program
Camp Storm after long-
time library board mem-
ber and supporter Jerry
Storm.

We hope the summer
library program inspires
people of all ages to learn,
grow and continue their
adventure.

Preschool - Elemen-
tary Kids

Stop by in June to pick
up your summer reading
bag with a reading log/
challenge, activity book,
and other fun activities for
summer. Complete your
reading log/challenge and
bring back in August for a
prize.

Stop by for reading
fun and activities during

Thursday story times at
10:30 a.m.

Teens

The Teen Advisory
Board (TAB) members
are planning events, drop-
in activities and reading
challenges. If you would
like to join the TAB,
please stop by the library
for more information.

Adults

Stop by the library
to pick up a Choose Your
Own Adventure Reading
Challenge. Complete the
challenge and return in
August for a prize.

Special  Programs
and Events

»June 7 — Friends of
the Library Book Sale,
9:00 am — 5 p.m.

»June 11 — Friends of
the Library Annual Meet-
ing, 5:15 p.m.

»June 24 - Tuey!
Comic Stunt Juggler at 3
p.m.

time for another summer
of musical delight with
Cook's Music in the Park,
with the inaugural concert
of the series on Wednes-
day, June 12 from 6-8 p.m.
at the City Park Gazebo

Food and refresh-
ments will be served by
St. Paul (Alango) Luther-
an Church. Concerts will
move to the VFW on rainy
nights.

June

»June 12 — Beefeater
Brothers, performing ev-
eryone’s favorite classic
country and rock and roll
hits.

»June 19 - Morn-
ingbird, eclectic trio per-
forming popular folk and
Americana favorites

»June 26 — The Di-
vas, Vegas style variety
performed by this fun and
entertaining trio.

>July 22 — Will Hale [&%

and the Tadpole Parade at

10:30 a.m.

»July 31 — Peregrine
Falcons at 10 a.m.

» August 8 — Summer
Celebration and Cook Out
at4 p.m.

Music In The Park

kicks off on June 12
COOK- It's almost

SAYING YES TO THE FUTURE

FIELD TWP-
North Woods School
held commencement
ceremonies for the
Class of 2024 on Fri-
day, May 31.

The class motto,
"We’ll keep one foot
in the past as we take
our next step into the
future," was fitting for
a graduating class who
took multiple opportu-

North Woods fills gym for graduation

nities to remember one
of their own, Trayvon
Boshey, who died last
fall in a tragic car ac-
cident. Boshey was
awarded an honorary
diploma received by
his relatives, and his
memory was repeatedly
invoked througout the
ceremony. However,
the memories did not
detract from the cele-

bratory atmosphere of
family and friends as
they sent their gradu-
ates out into the world.

Left: LeMar Drift
experiences
graduate tassel
hassle as she walks
in.

Right: Jonah Burnett
reacts to friends
calling out from the
bleachers.

photos by D. Colburn
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+ Traditional Funerals

+ Graveside Services

+ Cremation

* Pre-Need Planning

+ Monuments by
Warren Miaker
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FALLS...Continued from page 1

over the powerful falls,
which forms the demar-
cation between Crooked
and Iron lakes on the
Minnesota-Canadaborder.
The falls is deep inside the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness.

The four individuals
were fishing nextto the falls
on Crooked Lake atthe time
of the accident. One canoe
began to have trouble, the
other wentto help,and both
went over the falls. One of
the other paddlers, Kyle
Sellers, 47, was later air-
lifted to Essentia Duluth for
serious but non-life-threat-
ening injuries. The fourth
paddler, Erik Grams, 43, of
Ham Lake, who was in the
canoe with his brotherReis,
suffered multiple fractures
to his pelvis but was still
able to walk.

Grams, who spoke

STUDY ...Continued from page 1

August, the hospital hired
SafeTech to offer recom-
mendations on “how to set
up an ambulance service
for success.” At the time,
EBCH CEO Patti Banks
told the members of the
Ely Area Ambulance Joint
Powers Board that the study

BONDING...Continued from page 1

future for repayment on a
$250,000 emergency loan
the city took out in 2019
to address a critical cash
flow crunch from years of
questionable financial man-
agement at the city. “My
understanding is that the
city has about $53,000 in
itstax levy to apply to those
payments,” said Tienter.
Thatloanis fully retired this
year so it won’t be part of
the city’s levy calculations
in the future. “One of the
pieces of information that
we received from Michael
[Schultz] is that the council
really wanted to stay below
that $53,000 mark.So, what
I'wouldimagine happening
given the instruction today
is you would just reduce
your levy by the difference
between those two debt

abouttheincidenton KFAN
radio in the Twin Cities
last week, said he and his
brother Reis were familiar
with Curtain Falls. “We’d
been going to Curtain Falls
for ten years,” he said
during his interview. “It
was a place that was very
dear to us. I actually pro-
posed tomy wife at Curtain
Falls, so it has incredible
meaning to me.”

Grams said the group
had been having an out-
standing trip up until that
point, with fantastic fishing
and great weather. “We
were just enjoying our-
selves and having the time
of our lives,” he said.

On the day of the acci-
dent, the four men were
fishing just upstream of the
falls, when the canoe that
held Haugen and Sellers
tipped,and the current start-

ing pulling both men toward
the massive cataract.“They
were too close the falls to
escape the pull from the
water and the falls,” Grams
recalled. “The canoe went
over along with Kyle first,
and my brother and I were
in our canoe together. We
didn’thesitate foramoment
to attempt to rescue our
friend Jesse. We knew were
likely to go over the falls
as well, but we weren’t
going to leave our brother
there. And, so we slowly
proceeded to get as close
as we could to make the
rescue attempt. As soon as
we made contact with Jesse,
the current took myself
and Reis over in our canoe
as well and so the three
of us went over the falls
together.”

He said he has little
memory of going over the

falls, but went over upright
in their canoe. The next
thing he remembered, was
being ten feet underwater
and swimming upward
to the light. He was able
to reach the surface and
grab a brief breath of air
before the current sucked
him under again. Each
time the current sucked
him under he was able to
get back to the surface and
he eventually was able to
reach the Canadian side
of the riverbank. There, he
found his shoes had been
sucked off by the current.
“That’s a testament to the
incredible power of this
waterfall,” he said. “There
are no pictures that do this
waterfall any justice.”

He said by the time he
reached shore, there was
no sign of either canoe or
any member of his party.

He walked downstream
searching for them, and
eventually heard Sellers,
who had climbed out onto
asmallisland in the middle
of the rapids some distance
below the falls. He said
he considered swimming
through the rapids to reach
him, but before he did
that, a rescue appeared. A
man named “Tony,” from
Lakeville, showed up with
a canoe and picked up
Grams and Sellers. He had
an emergency GPS device
and contacted 911 dispatch
to get help. Tony and
his canoe partner further
helped warm the two men,
building a fire, giving
them their sleeping bags,
and then starting to search
themselves for the two
missing men.

The message to emer-
gency responders prompted

what turned out to be a
16-day effort by countless
individuals to first trans-
port the injured Sellers
and eventually recover the
bodies of the two deceased
men. Grams said he was
incredibly thankful for
the “incredible effort” by
volunteers and the National
Guard to assist in their
rescue and the search for
the bodies.

Grams said one of the
cadaver dogs caughtascent
last Friday and the search-
ers were able to locate
Haugen’s body in an eddy
justdownstream of the falls.
Asofthe interview, Grams’
brother Reis’s body had not
yet been found.

would “look beyond Ely
for that answer, potentially
encompassing other area
services in northern St.
Louis and Lake counties.”

SafeTech specializ-
es in business solutions
for rural EMS and has a
national clientele. The

goal of their study was
to develop scenarios for
sustainable EMS services
in our region. The firm
interviewed and gathered
data from the ambulance
service in Ely, as well as
Tower and Babbitt. The
study results encompass

several scenarios for both
local and regional EMS.
The eventon Thursday will
summarize those scenarios.

Banks said she does not
see the study as the end of
the conversation onregion-
al EMS, butrather astarting
point. “We want people to

see the study results at the
presentation with the hope
they will then discuss them
afterward,” Banks told the
Timberjay.

“The presentation is
not intended to be a time
for discussion about the
scenarios presented,” stated

Jodi Martin, the hospital’s
marketing and communi-
cations team leader in an
email to the Timberjay.
“Understandably, each
entity will need time to
discuss and process the
information independent-

ly.”

service payments,” Tienter
added.

Over the course of
the next ten years, the
city will pay out just over
$372,000 to retire the
principal and interest on
the bond according to a
sale summary prepared by
Tienter. He said the bond
agreement provides for
flexibility allowing the city
to pay off the bonds early
orrefinance should interest
rates improve enough to
justify the time and expense
of doing so.

Background on

the purchase

The decision to pur-
chase the facility began
with informal discussion
three years ago and was
ultimately made possi-

Area teen injured in crash

PIKE TWP- A two-car
collision on Hwy. 169 near
the intersection of Hill Rd.
sent one area teen to the
hospital. A 16-year old
male, whose name was not
available as of press time,
was injured when he tried
to turn back into the driving
lane, striking an oncoming
vehicle that was passing
his 2003 Monte Carlo at
the time.

The young man had
turned into the right turn
lane at Hill Rd., before

apparently deciding against
a turn and veered back into
the driving lane, side-swip-
ing a Ford Focus, driven
by 17-year-old Aolani
Strong, of Tower. Strong
was wearing a seatbelt at
the time of the collision
and was uninjured in the
accident. The 16-year-old
male, who was reportedly
not wearing a seatbelt, was
transported to the Virginia
hospital. Road conditions
were wet at the time of the
accident.

NOTICE

Range Cooperatives, Inc.
Annual Shareholders Meeting

Notice is hereby given of the Annual Shareholders
Membership Meeting of Range Cooperatives, Inc.
The meeting will be called to order at:

6 p.m. on Monday, June 19
at Range Funeral Home Fellowship Hall,
911 16th St North, Virginia

* Registration and the meal will be
served from 4:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
in the Range Funeral Home Fellowship Hall.
* The regular business meeting will begin at
6 p.m. in the Range Funeral Home Chapel.

Regular business will be transacted at this
meeting, which will include presentation of
reports, election of directors, and any other

business that may come up.

Grand Prize:
Napoleon Travel Q 285 Grill
Valued at $399

David Stanaway, President
Michael Boyd, Secretary

ble by the county’s deci-
sion to consolidate its
public works staff into
a new facility built in
Kugler Township last year.
Anadhoc committee of city
officials had investigated
the issue earlier this year
and recommended that the
city purchase the 31-acre
site, which includes a 3.6-
acre parkinglot,a4,700-sq.
ft. office and maintenance
garage, a 3,500-sq. ft. cold
storage building, and a
10,200-sq ft.saltdome with
thousands of yards of salted
gravel. The maintenance

facility includes a built-in
crane and a long list of
other equipment which the
county plans to leave.
The purchase will
allow the city to consolidate
its public works equipment
and operations at a single
location and will provide
a significant amount of
equipment that city staff
will be able to use. City
officials say they plan to
lease out all or portions of
two current cold storage
garages and, possibly, one
heated garage located at
city hall, to help cover the

cost of the acquisition.
Local housing

trust fund

The council also gave
the first reading of an
ordinance establishing a
local housing trust fund.
The proposal, advanced by
council member Joe Morin,
would qualify the city to
apply for state matching
funds. He is proposing
that TEDA make the initial
contribution to the fund
and determine uses for
the money, which would
be geared toward housing

related programs. “How
we use the money does
not have to be determined
rightaway,” Morin told the
council. He noted that most
cities that establish such
trust funds are much larger
than Tower, and often have
millions of dollars in such
funds, which they can use
to match outside funding
designated for housing pro-
grams or projects. Tower’s
program would likely be
more limited in scope given
the financial limitations of
the small community.

AURORA
TRANSFER STATION

5910 Hwy 135 N, Aurora

EMBARRASS
CANISTER SITE

7530 Koski Rd, Embarrass

NORTHWOODS
TRANSFER STATION

9384 Hwy 21 N, Ely/Babbitt

SOUDAN
CANISTER SITE

5160 Hwy 169, Soudan

HOURS
Mon, Thu, Fri: 8 a.m.—4 p.m.
Tue, Wed: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m.—Noon

HOURS

HOURS

Thu: 10 a.m.— 5 p.m.
Sat: 12:30 p.m.— 4:30 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS

Mon, Thu-Sat: 8 a.m.—3 p.m.
Tue: 9:30 a.m.—3 p.m.

Wed: Noon—6 p.m.

Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun:
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

REGIONAL LANDFILL

5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE FACILITY

HOURS

HOURS

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
218-749-9703 | OFFICE HOURS MON - FRI 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Summer hours effective April 15 - September 30

Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Tues and Sat: 8 a.m.—1 p.m.

© 2024 St. Louis County, All Rights Reserved
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BUSINESS EXPANSION

Tower Caf now offering Airbnb rooms for rent

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- The McDonough
family recently reached another
milestone in their ongoing adven-
ture to bring the former small
“hotel,” that once operated on
the second floor of the Tower
Café, back to life. After months
of renovations, owners Jen and
Bob McDonough posted their
first completed rooms on Airbnb
earlier this month. Within days
they had their first booking and
couldn’thave been more excited.

The couple, who purchased
the Tower Café about six months
ago,opened up the café earlier this
year,while continuing torenovate
the upstairs, which includes an
apartment currently used by one
of their adult sons, along with
several smaller rooms that will
eventually be for rent.

For the McDonoughs, guests
aren’t just a source of revenue —
they’re an opportunity to show off
all the area has to offer. The family

Facility formerly served as a hotel in addition to dining

is busy collecting contacts and
resources for guests to promote
local tourism and local business-
es. “When people are looking for
experiences, we are so excited to
be able to be a conduit,” said Jen.

Their first guest,named Tim,
was from Los Angeles. “He was
in the Twin Cities for a confer-
ence,” said Jen, then decided to
head north before heading back
to California.

Jensaid the Boundary Waters
had always been on Tim’s bucket
list, and they sent him to an Ely
outfitter, where he gotequipment
for a day hike, as well as some
time kayaking.

“He spent time on one of
our beautiful lakes and met
some amazing folks,” said Jen.
“Coming fromacity of 10 million,
he was overwhelmed by the
beauty of our open spaces and
parks. Tim said it was a dream

Bob and Jen McDonough (left and middle) with Tim from Los
Angeles, who was their first Airbnb customer recently. Tim
came to experience the Boundary Waters and said he found
the area to be amazing. submitted photo

come true and was amazed by
how wonderful our area is.”

Jen said she had warned Tim
that it wasn’t a “five-star” Los
Angeles type hotel room, but that

Tim said the stay exceeded his
expectations. He truly enjoyed
spending the weekend in such a
rural area, Jen said, and couldn’t
believe how little traffic there

was up here.

The upstairs of the café
includes an apartment, where
one of their adult sons is now
living, along with three rooms,
with one more room still waiting
to be renovated. The family
had the floors refinished, walls
sheetrocked, new plumbing, and
a security system installed. A
professional cleaner was hired
to do a deep-cleaning and will be
doing the ongoing cleaning after
guest stays. The rooms retain the
folksy and comfortable feel they
had previously.

“We are catering to outdoor
enthusiasts looking for a com-
fortable place to say,” Jen said.
“This is not a place for partying.”

Reservations are starting to
come in, Jen said, and the café
rooms are already booked for
Blueberry/Art Festival weekend.
For info on available room dates
and booking, please visit www.
towercaferooms.com.

LOON CAM...Contmued from page 1

documented by the camera,
a mink under the cover of
darkness attacked the adult
loon on the nest at the time,
draggingitunderwater. The
loon escaped but before it
could get back to its nest,
the mink attempted to grab
one of the two eggs. The
mink was unsuccessful at
the time and eventually
abandoned the effort when
theloon surfaced again near
the edge of the nest. The
encounter can be viewed
on the lake association’s
Facebook page in a short
video excerpt posted there.
If the mink attack wasn’t
enough, the area received
two to four inches of rain
a few days later, which
pushed water levels signifi-
cantly higher on rivers and
lakes around the region. As
the lake level rose, the loons
added material to their nest
and repositioned their eggs
in an effort to avoid the
rising water, which could
flood the nest.

At some point, one
of the loon eggs was lost,
although it’s unclear how
that happened. The camera
lost its internet connection
when its ethernet cable was

severed by something (they
suspect a beaver chewed
through it), which had the
live feed out of commission
for a week. By the time the
camera crew had the feed
re-established, the egg had
gone missing.

Now,the focusremains
on the successful hatching
of the one remaining egg,
which could come as early
as this weekend, based on
the average incubation
period for loons of 25-29
days.

Sederstrom is hopeful
the camera will be working
again by the time the egg
hatches. Thunderstorms
Tuesday night knocked the

camera out of commission
again, but volunteers were
back on the scene making
repairs as the Timberjay
went to press. The inch
of rain that fell overnight
posed additional challenges
as the water level was on
the rise again, forcing the
loons to adjust their nest
to save their egg.

Unlike many other
birds, which are hatched
featherless and blind, the
hoped-for hatching of the
loon’s egg will quickly
bring a halt to the action at
the nest. Young loons are
precocious from the start
and will typically remain in
the nest only a day or two

Minnesota
NorthCollege

A Member of Minnesota State

Explore these trending
programs! Fall semester begins
August 26th.

after hatching. They can
dive and swim underwater
at just 2-3 days of age and
are able to fly in 10-11
weeks on average. That
assumes they can avoid a
wide range of other pred-
ators out there in the wild.

Upgrades this year
This year’s set-up is
notonly atanew location, it
alsoincludes anew camera
and aparabolic dish around
the microphone that gathers
the sound around the nest
much better and helps
to filter out some of the
extraneous noise, such as
supposedly private conver-
sations on boats or nearby
docks thatused to be picked
up by the sensitive instru-
ment. “The sound is really
amazing now,” according
to Sederstrom.
Sederstrom said the
new camera has remote
focusing and zoom which
allows him to change the
image scale right from his
home computer. The new
camera, which went from
afive megapixel resolution
to two megapixel offers
somewhat lower resolution
but has cleared up some of
the problems they used to

have with freeze-ups due to
insufficient internet capac-
ity. He said most cameras
serving a live feed require
a minimum of a ten-meg
upload speed.“We’vebeen
limping along at four or
five,” he said.
Butthathasn’t seemed
to dampen enthusiasm for
the feed. While they don’t
know how many people
are viewing the live feed at
any one time, Sederstrom
notes that some of the video
segments they’ve recently
posted have already had
over 3,500 views. “We all
dreamed that it would be
really cool and important
for a lot of people,” said
Sederstrom. “There’s only
ahandful of these looncams
around the country.

A coordinated effort
The nest cam is the
culmination of work by
a number of individu-
als working on behalf
of the Vermilion Lake
Association and it can be
viewed on the organiza-
tion’s website at www.ver-
milionlakeassociation.org.
That includes Sederstrom,
now retired, who has an
extensive background in

Vermilion Campus Ely, Minnesota
minnesotanorth.edu

broadcast news, first as
a reporter and later as a
producer, working for sta-
tions all over the Midwest.
His son Chris, who has a
background in online video
production, has helped with
the website and posting seg-
ments of videoto YouTube.

“But I think Bill
Michaelson has put in
the most effort,” said
Sederstrom. That includes
actually constructing the
device that sits in the water
and holds the camera in
place as well as making
adjustments and hooking
up cables that connect the
camera to a nearby router
at an undisclosed location.

Michaelson’s wife Pat
serves on the lake asso-
ciation’s board and has
advocated on behalf of
establishing the nest cam
for the past few years.

Sederstrom also gives
creditto Access Broadband,
in Virginia, which has sup-
plied the internet and other
technical help with the
project. “All of us are vol-
unteering our efforts,” said
Sederstrom. “It’s definitely
a labor of love.”
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by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- Last week’s
closure of Little Beginnings
Preschool in Cook leaves a
big hole in the community
when it comes to child care
options for families with
children, at a time when
the childcare industry in
Minnesota is in crisis.

According to state
licensing records, Little
Beginnings had 24 total
slots available, divided
among toddlers, preschool-
ers, and school-aged chil-
dren.

The closure cut the
number of licensed child
care slots in Cook nearly
in half as the remaining
two licensed group family
day care providers, Jill Vito
and Lora Klancher, are
allowed a total of 26 chil-
dren between them, from
infants through school-
aged children.

And while child care
availability is definitely
on the radar for working
families with young chil-
dren, it hasn’t been a major
focus until now for city
leaders looking into ways to
make Cook a more attrac-
tive destination for young
families. The Timberjay
talked briefly with Cook
City Council members Liz
Storm and Liza Root after
lastweek’s council meeting
for reactions to the closure
of Little Beginnings and
the child care situation.

“For one thing, we don’t
know how many children
are affected or how many
families by her closing,
and is there somebody else
who’s going to open up?”’
Storm said. “That’s a big
question. This has been
very, very important to
people who live in the city.
This is not a subject that
we have currently thought
about. That is something
we will consider.”

“Little Beginnings was
very influential and we’re
so thankful they were there
for so long,” Root said.
“It’s a really good ques-
tion, could we continue to
support a business like that
—we would love to. I think
we’llfind more information
out when we receive our
needs assessment in terms
ofhousing and families, but
I’d be curious to learn how
many families are affected
by her closing, families in
Cook in particular.”

Root indicated she
would be open to looking
into grant opportunities to
support additional child
care opportunities in the
city.

Limited preschool and
after-school care oppor-
tunities are also available
at North Woods School,
although exact numbers
of slots were not available
through the Parent Aware
childcare locator service as
school-based programs are
not licensed by the state.

CITY OF ELY

CHILD CARE CHALLENGES

Center closing accentuates child care gap

Barriers to overcome
For Cook and other
small communities to
increase the availability
of childcare options, they
will have to confront a
child care landscape that
according to 81 percent
of providers in a recent
survey is in crisis. From
2011102023, the number of
family child care providers,
the most prevalent type of
care in Greater Minnesota,
dropped from 10,778 to
6,291. Meanwhile, the
number of child care
centers increased during
that time period from 961 to
1,817,but that wasnot been
enough to offset the loss of
licensed child care slots in
family day cares. Programs
are closing at twice the rate
new ones are opening as
tuition and expense costs
continue to rise, according
to state data analyzed by
the Federal Reserve Bank
of Minneapolis.
Recognizing the severe
shortage of licensed care
and the costs associated
with it, the Minnesota
Legislature in 2023 took
advantage of the state’s $17
billion surplus to designate
around $300 million in new
spending to support early
childhood programs and
families through a variety
of mechanisms, including
wage supports and schol-
arships. DFL legislators
sought to add $500 million
more to the pot in 2024 but
did not gain enough support

Ore car to be added at Pioneer Mine

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY- The Pioneer
Mine at the Ely Arts and
Heritage Center is getting
anore car.Canadian Pacific
is donating an ore jennie to
the city-owned museum,
which museum volunteer
Seraphine Rolando prom-
ises to fill with iron ore.

The Ely City Council
approved the donation
at their regular meeting
on Tuesday and gave the
green light as well for work
needed to prep aspot for the
ore car next to the Pioneer
Mine shaft house. North
Shore Track Services, a
local “maintenance of way
railway contractor,” will
build a short portion of
railroad track at the shaft
house that can support the
weight of the car.

“We want to get the
car here before July,” Ely
Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowski told the city
council, in the hope that
it will be installed prior to
the beginning of the Ely
Memorial High School All-
Class Reunion and 100-year
anniversary of the building
of the high school.

Depot zoning

The city council
approved an ordinance to
change the zoning of the
old railroad depot prop-
erty from industrial (M)
to commercial (C1). This
is another small step in
the complicated process
to redevelop the property,

last used for an outfitting
business.

The vote to change
the zoning was preceded
by a public hearing before
the regular city council
meeting. The four-min-
ute hearing elicited one
public comment by Ely
resident Joe Prioreschi,
who remarked, “I think it’s
a great idea.”

In other matters, the
city council:

» Voted to make a
presentation on the future
of EMS a special meeting
of the city council. The
presentation will be held
at the Ely Senior Center
on Thursday, June 13, at
4 p.m., and is open to the
public.

» Heard the report
from the Ely Board of
Adjustment that it has
approved a variance for
the Frisky Otter restaurant
at 302 E. Sheridan St. The
Frisky Otter requested to
install an additional free-
standing sign.

The board of adjust-
ment also approved a vari-
ance requested by Daniel
Krings at 718 Lakeview
Ave. N., to use a 20-foot
front yard setback for a pro-
posed residence remodel,
instead of the required
35 for the Shagawa Lake
Shoreland Overlay District.

» Heard that the
Planning and Zoning
Commission will meet
on June 12 at 5:30 p.m.,
because June 19isaholiday.

» Approved the atten-

Lake Vermilion = Towar, MN

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS

See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion
9 AM-12 Noon ® Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 ® Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive * 218-753-4190
www.aronsonboatworks.com

dance of any interested
Ely Utilities Commission
members at the annual
Minnesota Municipal
Utilities Association
meeting in Fargoin August.

» Accepted the resig-
nation of Aspen Eck from
the Ely Tree Board and
Park and Recreation Board,
and to advertise the open
positions.

to pass the measure.
Family and group
family day cares have
traditionally offered the
lowest barriers to entry
for potential new provid-
ers, with minimal training
requirements and less reg-
ulation, but that appears
to be a growing chal-
lenge in Minnesota, as
the Department of Human
Services in April issued a
94-page document detail-
ing revisions to family
day care licensing require-
ments.Cyndi Cunningham,
a longtime provider in St.
Paul, told FOX 9 news in
April that the revisions
could cost thousands of
dollars to implement, a
cost that would have to be
passed on to parents.
“They cut and pasted
(child care) center law and
putitinforus,” Cunningham
said. “We are not centers.”
The proposed regulations
include everything fromthe
type of cleaning products
providers can use, to the
number toys each child
must have, to requiring
covering or soil testing if
kids play outside near dirt.
The new regulations

are part of a modern-
ization project begun in
2021 that is intended to
improve the overall quality
of care while making the
licensing and regulatory
process less burdensome
and time-consuming for
providers. Some Minnesota
family child care providers
have reported that it took
over two years for them
to get licensed under the
current system.

Limited financial com-
pensation has been cited as
akey reason for the decline
in family child care pro-
viders. In 2011, a third of
providers reported incomes
below the state median
income, while in 2023 that
rose to half of all providers.

And according to
numerous sources, the
costs for making nec-
essary modifications to
one’s home and equip-
ping a family child care
can run between $10,000
and $50,000. That’s still
well below the investment
needed for a child care
center, which is estimated
to cost at least $95,000 for
a renovated building up to
$3 million or more for a

newly-constructed facility.

Low profit margins
coupled with long hours,
typically 50 hours a week
caring for children and
additional hours doing
planning, paperwork, and
shopping, create stress-
ful working conditions.
Additionally, since the
COVID pandemic, pro-
viders have reported an
increase in the stress levels
and inappropriate behavior
exhibited by the children
they care for, without ade-
quate community supports
to cope.

Still, as Little
Beginnings owner Nancy
Reing pointed out, for
most who go into the field
of child care, their primary
motivation is a love of
young children.

Butwith the increasing
challenges, it has become
more difficult to find pro-
viders like Reing, more
difficult to recruit new
providers to the field, and
more difficult for parents
in Greater Minnesota to
find the care they need, let
alone the kind of care they
would prefer.
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1 on the 4TH
Thursday, July 4, 2024

Miners Lake / Trezona Trailhead

4-Mile Run or Walk

* Online registration is available at RunSignUp.com

* Registration forms are available at the Ely Public Library
* Cost is $30 through 6/30 and $40 on race day
Questions, please email: jkdunn355@gmail.com
A Parking & registration in the corner parking lot at Central Ave. & Miners Dr.

—

Register by June 17 to get a T-shirt

Voo s E:.m@* 3. 2P

Race day registration: $40
$40-cash or check only * 6:40-7:40 AM
Kids 12 and under FREE
Run starts at 8 AM
Walk starts at 8:05 AM
Kid’s 1-Mile Race (12 and under) 8 AM

@"@wﬁ?’@ LV TR LTS

Go the eatem mile
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Ely-Bloomenson

Community Hospital

Leading & Working with an Inclusive Lens
Featuring: Dr. Jermaine Davis

June 12, 2024

6:00 pm

Washington Auditorium

This presentation will teach participants how to:

e Create psychological safety to enhance communication, cooperation, and collaboration.
L] Identify and manage unconscious B.A.P.S. (Biases, Assumptions, Prejudices, and Stereotypes)

¢ Recognize how unconscious B.A.P.S. influences communication, decision-making,
management styles, and leadership approaches in life and the workplace.

Manage diversity-related disagreements and conflicts utilizing the N.E.W. Method
Respond effectively to inappropriate & offensive words, behaviors, and comments.
Improve workplace civility, inclusion & respect utilizing the S.T.0.P. Model

Cultivate a high-trust culture utilizing the Interpersonal Trust Equation

Rebuild broken trust due to diversity conflicts using the 4 S’s Trust Solution
Communicate across cultural differences using the Golden & Platinum Rule

Building Healthier
Communities

Dr. Jermaine holds a BA and an MA in Speech Communications, and a Doctorate in Organizational Leadership. As
a Hall of Fame Speaker, Dr. Jermaine helps leaders and teams increase employee engagement, morale, and
motivation utilizing his popular 3 C’s Framework: Communication, Cooperation & Collaboration. Dr. Jermaine is
an international speaker, leadership coach, and communication strategist that engages audiences with his unique
style of speaking and facilitating known as - EDUTAINMENT - a fun combination of education and entertainment.

ommrily Hospital & commilled fo caning for ond aenhancing ife heallth and well beirg of the commiunity i senes

Award funding for this project was provided in part by Stratis Health's Building Healthier
Communities Award, supporting efforts to build a culture of quality in health care.

Presented in partnership with ISD 696

ebch.org

328 W Conan 51
Ely. MM 5573
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“THE WAR BELOW?”

Book on green energy features mining issues in Ely

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Reuters correspon-
dent Ernest Scheyder spoke at
Ely’s Tuesday Group about his
recent book, “The War Below,”
which features several of Ely’s
more prominent personalities
and organizations, including
Becky Rom, Seraphine Rolon-
do, Bill Erzar, and the company
Twin Metals.

The book confronts the
ongoing disparity between our
need for minerals to advance
the green energy transition, as
Scheyder terms it, and our dis-
jointed efforts to develop those
resources in the U.S.

“The book really is an ex-
ploration of this idea of choice,”
Scheyder explained. “What are
the choices that we’re willing to
make if we want a (green) en-
ergy transition? Are there some
places we can mine? If we do
mine, what are the standards
under which we would allow
mining?”

The choices Scheyder out-
lines are familiar to the residents
on the Iron Range. We need a
lot more nickel and copper than
the world is currently mining to
build all the wind turbines, solar
farms, and electric vehicles to
transition away from fossil fu-
els. They problem is that many
of the mineral deposits that can
supply those metals are in sen-

sitive locations, like next to the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness and its pristine, wa-
ter-rich ecosystem. Scheyder’s
account of an Arizona mayor
wanting a mine for the econom-
ic boost it would give her town
and the Indigenous activists try-
ing to preserve a mountain top
is a disturbingly close parallel
to Ely.

Scheyder said the conflict,
which he presents in a balanced
manner, was a major impetus
for his book. “We’re not really
having those discussions right
now. I did not see them here
today, so I really want the book
to be part of this broader discus-
sion, to help people understand
the complexities of these spac-
es and how it’s not as simple
as we might just assume.” He

told the crowd in
Ely that his aim in
writing the book
was to outline the
framework of a
complex  policy
problem that the
country needs to
tackle better than
the piecemeal ap-
proach taken for
the last half cen-

tury.
Scheyder

emphasized how

poorly the U.S.

is positioned in
terms of its own
supply of the min-
eral resources needed for the
energy transition. He used face
masks during the COVID-19
pandemic as an analogy for the
metals we don’t produce despite
the demands of the domestic
market.

“We all discovered that
masks weren’t made in the Unit-
ed States,” Scheyder explained.
“People were shocked to learn
that this most basic and essen-
tial piece of medical equipment
was not made in our own coun-
try, even though it had been for
a long time. This is just one
example that globalization has
affected our everyday lives. So,
when we think about green ener-
gy transition, we think you sort
of extrapolate that on a much
broader scale.”

“The War Below”

Scheyder took care to cap-
ture and convey the perspectives
of the people he interviewed. He
asked insightful questions that
didn’t allow them to avoid con-
fronting the difficulties present-
ed by different political stances,
and he presented their views
in ways easily recognizable to
those familiar with the ongo-
ing debate in the area. Scheyder
captured the enthusiasm of the
two most frequent volunteers at
Ely’s Pioneer Mine, Seraphine
Rolando and Bill Erzar so well
that reading about them felt like
taking the mine tour itself.

Scheyder frontloaded “The
War Below” with the numbers
first, so the reader has a grasp
of the depth and complexity of
the green energy transition and
the dilemmas it presents. His
presentation covers the global
picture while concentrating on
how that affects multiple com-
munities in the U.S. like Ely. He
is relentless with his message:
we can’t achieve a green ener-
gy, carbon-neutral future with-
out a huge supply of copper,
lithium, and rare earth metals,
and that we can’t provide that
supply without a lot of mining.
At the same time, he acknowl-
edges that mining is the poster
child for the worst excesses of
greed-driven and environmen-
tally destructive business.

After equipping the reader

with the basics of the problem
hiding behind green energy.
Scheyder takes the reader to
mining sites across the globe.
In touring the multiple varia-
tions of mining vs. environment,
Scheyder shines a light behind
the people on both sides, the
miners, manufacturers, Indig-
enous cultural defenders, and
environmental activists, leaving
the book with an undeniable hu-
man dimension that would have
been missing had he written the
book as a business analysis or
cultural screed.

“The War Below” was pub-
lished under the One Signal
Publishers/Atria imprint of Si-
mon and Schuster. The book is
sold by most retail book sellers
in hardcover for $30. Signed
copies are currently available at
Piragis Northwoods in Ely.

Ernest Scheyder

Ernest Scheyder is a senior
correspondent with the interna-
tional Reuters News, where he
primarily covers the green en-
ergy transition and the minerals
that are needed to achieve it.

Scheyder is originally from
Maine. He is a graduate of the
University of Maine and the
Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism.

Renegade Trail Run moved to June 29 at Redhead in Chisholm

CHISHOLM - Unit-
ed Way of Northeastern
Minnesota’s fourth annual
Renegade Trail Run will
be held Saturday, June
29 at Redhead Mountain
Bike Park in Chisholm.
Registration is current-
ly $35 for adults and $30
for students (18 and un-
der). Registration includes
a chip-timer, race shirt,
snacks and refreshments —
including a free beer (for
those 21+) or root beer
once off-course. June 13
is the last day to register at
these prices and guarantee

a race shirt the day of the
event. On June 14 prices
increase to $45 for adults
and $40 for students, and
those who register starting
June 14 may receive their
race shirt in the days fol-
lowing the event.

“We’ve moved Ren-
egade to a new season
this year — from fall to
summer — at the same
great location with the
same exciting options for
participation all for the
same worthy cause,” said
UWNEMN Resource De-
velopment and Events Di-

rector Elizabeth Kelly.
The event, presented
by Fairview Range, has
been organized by Unit-
ed Way as a fundraiser
for its United for Veterans
program which fills gaps
in local Veterans’ ser-
vices. Initiatives provid-
ed through the program,
which is steered by a com-
mittee of local Veterans,
include crisis funding,
holiday meal kit deliver-
ies, retreats, a transitional
home, Military Connec-
tions Guide, free Veterans
Connections activities,

and the newly announced
oral history project, Oper-
ation: Soldier Story.
Renegade is a family
friendly event with wave
starts for competitive

running, non-competitive
running, and walking/hik-
ing. Distance runners can
elect for a “looping” race
— running the 5K course
as many times as they can

from 9 to 11 a.m. To regis-
ter to participate in or vol-
unteer at the United Way’s
Renegade Trail Run, visit
www.unitedwaynemn.
org/renegade.

]

{% | Friends of the Library

Friday, June 14
9:00am - 3:00pm

Saturday, June 15
10:00am - 6:00pm

Monday, June 17
10:00am - 6:00pm

at the Ely Senior Center -

DONATIONS

Thursday, july 4 - Tower
Main Street / Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
* 10K Run - 8 a.m. * 5K Run/Walk - 8:05 a.m.
¢ 1-Mile Kids Fun Run - 8:15 a.m.

Pre-register Email: jsummit@vermilioncountry.org
for registration form or stop at Timberjay office.
Registrations accepted race day 6:30-7:45 a.m. sharp!
10K or 5K-$15 per person in advance, $20 on race day.
Kids 12 & under FREE with paid adult. Kids Fun-Run is FREE.
Limited number of t-shirts available on race day or order
in advance to ensure we have your size.

Race course is the same as 2023, start/end a block off Main St.

by old football field.

For more info. contact Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950 (Lv. message)

Sponsored by the Friends of Vermilion Country School
and Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion Events Board

Scenic '\\']KIVCI‘S
—{ inics—
Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient for Life

Cook * Bigfork * Tower * Eveleth « Northome
Floodwood ¢ Big Falls

Same Day Appointments Available

24-Hour Emergency Care

in Cook and Bigfork

A one day event for landowners to gain invaluable
empowerment tools for managing your land effectively.
The event will include sessions on fire history, creating a land stewardship plan,
activities you can complete on your property, preparing for an emergency and more!
The afternoon will include an interoctive outdoor session (weather permitting).

Costis $10 (nonrefundable). Event proceeds donated to Ely Community Resource Center.
If space is available, same day registration will be accepted. Lunch will be provided!

Questions? Visit www.minnesotafac.org or contact Gloria Erickson, St. Louis County
Firewise Coordinator at gloria@dovetailinc.org or 218-365-0878

O

fin

(877) 541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

SATURDAY JON
8:30 - 4:30
MINNESOTA NORTH
VERMILION CAMPUS

[m] river [m]

This everal wos mode possilie wilh grant funding fronn: B - Portisan nfrostruclune Low Cormmunity Wildfine
Defease Geont, MN DNE Firewise Community Sront Program, US Forest Sendee, and the SFT Commaunity Brent.
Ths ingtitedtion fs o equed aoportunity provider,

Scan this code with
your mobile phone to
register, find the
speakers and full
agenda for the day
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Ely-NER golfers claim title

by DAVID COLBURN

SECTION 7A SECTIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Cook-Orr Editor

MCGREGOR- The Northeast
Range-Ely girls golf team, driven
by the strength of three tournament
medalists, won the two-day 7A sec-
tional tournament at the Minnesota
National Golf Club in McGregor

on Wednesday, May 29, cashing a

ticket to the Class A state tourney.

The squad had astrong opening
round on Tuesday, holding a
29-stroke lead over the only other
school eligible to compete for the
team championship, Pine River-
Backus. Between them, NER-Ely
and Pine River-Backus had 12 of
the 20 players competing.

Abby Koivisto was in second

See GOLF..pg 2B

Right: The Northeast Range-
Ely girls golf team proudly
displays the championship
plaque they received for
winning the 7A sectional
tournament. Pictured are, from
left, Ezra Chamberlin, Cylvia
DeBeltz, Abby Koivisto, Maizy
Sundblad, Carena DeBeltz,
and Danica Sundblad.

submitted photo

Cook-Orr Editor

AURORA- The Ely
Timberwolves ran out of
playoff magic at the worst
possible time on Tuesday,
as Deer River scored three
runs in their last at-bat to
upend the Wolves 5-4 and
bounce them out of the sec-
tional baseball tournament.

After a pair of first-in-
ning Ely errors allowed
Deer River to go on top
1-0 in the first, the Wolves
buckled down, bending but
not breaking over the next
three innings. Ely starter
Drew Marolt chalked up
a pair of strikeouts in the
bottom of the second to
retire the side.

The Warriors threat-
ened in the third after
leadoff hitter Drew Mann
walked and then reached
third when a pickoff attempt
to first went awry. Marolt
fielded a dribbler toward
third and threw to first for
an out, freezing the runner
at third. The Warriors
worked Marolt for another
walk, but Ely catcher Ben
Leeson gunned that runner
down trying to steal second
for the second out of the
inning. Marolt caught the
next batter looking on a

SECTION 7A BASEBALL TORNAMEN T

Wolves lose heartbreaker In seventh

Impressive playoff run ends in 5-4 loss to Deer River

by DAvID COLBURN

called third strike to get
the Wolves out of the jam.

Deer River’s leadoff
hitter in the fourth, Kayden
Gotchie,reached on asharp
infield single and then beat
the throw to second on a
bunt by Colton Hemphill.
Marolt got the next batter
to ground out, moving the

We've kind
of run a roller
coaster all

year long.

Ely Head Coach
Frank Ivancich

runners to second and third
with one out. The Warriors’
Preston Reed went down
on strikes, then Marolt
got Jaxon Lind to chase a
high pitch out of the strike
zone for the third out of the
inning as Deer River squan-
dered a golden opportunity.

Deer River finally
cashed in again in the fifth,
withZach Mannrapping an
infiled single and advancing
to second on the sacrifice
bunt from Ben Storlie.
Mann moved to third on a
wild pitch and then scored

See WOLVES..pg. 2B

Above: After a three-week layoff, Drew Marolt got the start for
Ely and lasted into the sixth inning, giving up two runs, just
one earned.

Below: The Wolves’ Caid Chittum races past second on his
way to third against Deer River on Tuesday. photos by D. Colburn

10 THE BEST GIFTS FOR FATHER’S DAY

calane— g l

MILWAUKEE TOOLS * TRAEGER GRILLS ¢ SOLO STOVES ¢ GIFT CARDS

e W W WET O

EIy S 4x400 relay runners pose
under the marquee at the State
Theater in Ely before heading
off to the state track meet.
photo by R. Brophy

TRACK

Area tracksters
qualify for state

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Ely and North
Woods both sent runners to the Class
A state championship track and field
meet after they turned in qualifying
performances last week at the 7A
sectional meet at UMD.

The Ely girls track team will
send five runners to the state— Violet
Udovich placed second in the 400
meters on last Thursday and the 4x400
meter relay of Lydia Shultz, Sarah
Visser, Grace LaTourell and Udovich
also placed second.

North Woods’ long distance spe-

See TRACK...pg. 2B

GIRLS GOLF

Olson nabs
fifth trip to
state tourney

by DaviD COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

MCGREGOR- North Woods
golfer Tori Olson nailed down her fifth
trip to the state Class A championship
tournament on Wednesday, May 29 by
finishing second in the two-day 7A
sectional tournament at the Minnesota
National Golf Course in McGregor.

The 18-hole, par-72 champion-
ship course, designed by former PGA
pro and Minnesota golf legend Joel
Goldstrand, presented the field with a
stiff challenge. On the first day of the
tourney. Olson shot a 45 on the front

See TOURNEY..pg 2B

804 N. 6th Avenue | Virginia
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The impossible hap-
pened this week in Ely. The soft-
ball league, elected officials,
and city employees of Ely kepta

Left: Jerome Debeltz and
his wife Mary at the newly
dedicated Jerome Debeltz
Fields in Ely.

COMMITMENT

secret, some of them for almost
a year. The secret was Ely’s
plan to dedicate its softball field
complex to Jerome Debeltz, a
man who has supported softball
in the community for more than
forty years. Part of that surprise
was installing the new large
sign at the softball complex that
says, “Jerome Debeltz Fields,”
behind the back of Debeltz, who

in the summer.

On Monday evening at 6
p-m., Ely dedicated its softball
fields to Debeltz, just before
the first softball game of the
summer.

“Due to Jerome’s hard
work and dedication, softball
has survived in Ely when it has
been dwindling in many other
communities across the Range,”

Ely dedicates softball fields to Jerome Debeltz

Langowski. “He’s kept softball
alive in Ely.”

Commenting aboutkeeping
the dedication a secret from
Debeltz, Langowski added,
withagrin,“Jerome didn’thave
an inkling.”

The Jerome Debeltz
Softball Fields are used for
the Ely softball league, Little
League and youth softball.

onaGotchie singletoright,
putting the Warriors up 2-0.
Ely had baserunners in
eachof the firstfive innings
and hadn’t scored, but that
dry streak cametoanendin
the top of the sixth. Deegan
Richards drew a lead-off
walk and moved to second
when Huter Halbakken
reached on an error by the
Warriors’ shortstop. Jack
Davies stepped in as a
pinch hitter and laid down
a perfectly placed soft
sacrifice bunt to move the
runners over. Tyde Brecke
came in as a pinch runner
for Halbakken with two
outs,and Sam Leeson drew
a walk to load the bases.
That set the stage for Caid
Chittum, who scorched
a single up the middle to
plate two runs and tie the
game 2-2.The Wolves took
their first and only lead of
the game, 4-2, when Ben
Leeson stepped up and
stroked a two-RBI single
to left-center field.
Aftergivingupasingle
to start the bottom of
the sixth, pitcher Marolt
handed the ball over to
reliver Chittum. After a

| submitted photo

is at the fields on a daily basis

said Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold

The Wolves brought in Caid Chittum as a reliever in the sixth inning, but the
junior hurler was unable to fend off a Deer River rally for the win.

strange double play in
which the Deer River
batter never leftthe batter’s
box after hitting the ball,
Chittum got a strikeout to
end the inning.

The Wolves had a
chance to add to their
lead in the top of the
seventh when Elliot Levens
scorched a grounder under
the glove of the shortstop
to put the leadoff batter
aboard. Levens was erased

at second on a force, with
Richards reaching base on
the fielder’s choice. But
Richards got picked off
by reliever Storlie at first
for the second out of the
inning, Ely got their third
baserunner of the inning
when Owen Marolt stroked
a single to right field, and
he moved to second on a
passed ball. Halbakken
hit a grounder to third that
should have been an easy
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The Future of EMS

Presentation by SafeTech Solutions

June 13, 2024
4:00 pm
The Ely Senior Center

27 South First Avenue East
Ely, MN 55731

This presentation will:

o Identify key observations
Identifying keys to ongoing sustainability
Recommendations for potential system designs
Financial Considerations
Pros and Cons of various models

third out at first, but the
third baseman inexplicably
threw to second instead,
which gave Ely two on with
two out. Zander Lislegard
loaded the bases for the
Wolves with a grounder
that was bobbled by the
shortstop. But Sam Leeson
grounded out to end the
Wolves’ threat, and their
inability to score would
come back to haunt them
in the bottom of the inning.

The Warriors quickly
loaded the bases with a
leadoff single and a pair of
walks. Chittum retired the
next batter on an automatic
infield fly out, then got a
huge strikeout on Gotchie.
A wild pitch hit Deer
River’s Hemphill in the
head, bringing in a run and
leaving the bases loaded for
Noah Lien. With two outs
and needing a hit to extend
the season, Lien delivered,
ripping a shot to centerfield
thatscored the winning runs
in the 5-4 Deer River win.

While Ely Head Coach
Frank Ivancich praised his
team’s tenacious play, he
also acknowledged that
they’d given Deer River
one too many chances.

“The first few innings
we were in and out of jams,
and I don’t know how
the heck they got out of
some of those situations,”
Ivancich said. “But when
you play enough baseball
you just know that there’s
going to come a time when
someone’s just going to get
a clutch base hit, and they
did. We just put a couple
too many guys on with

TOURNEY ...Continued from page 1B

and a 44 on the back for a
round of 89. She ranked
third, seven strokes behind
leader Kianna Johnson
of Walker-Hackensack-
Akeley and two behind
NER-Ely’s Abby Koivisto.
But the senior North
Woods ace upped her game
on Wednesday, shaving six
strokes off her first-day
score as Koivisto faltered to
a99 and fell to fourth. Olson
picked up four strokes
on Johnson, but it wasn’t
enough to wrest the top spot
away from her.
Olson’sfirsttrip to state

o BB N s o

Ely-Bloomenson

Community Hospital

SafeTech Solutions was hired by Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH) to complete a
comprehensive examination of various ways to help regional Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
improve stability in a complex and ever-changing industry. SafeTech Solutions' mission is “To facilitate
improvement and change through listening, evaluating, educating, and guiding.”

Ely-Bloomenson Comminity

328 W Conan 5t

ebch.org

came as a seventh grader,
and except for 2020 when
the tourney was canceled
due to COVID, she’s been
back every year since.
This year’s Class A state
tournament will take place
at Pebble Creek Golf Club
in Becker on June 11-12.

ERC Championship

For the second tour-
nament in a row, Olson
and Kelby Anderson of
International Falls finished
tied on top of the leader-

free passes and you can’t
do that.”

Ivancich gave kudos to
Marolt for his work on the
mound, noting that he was
returning for the first time
in three weeks after having
some elbow issues.

“For him to come out
and compete like that,
yeah, he threw really well,”
Ivancich said. “It was great
for him to come back and he
looked really good today.”

And while Ivancich
said the team reached its
goal of making the final
four in the tournament, it
was clear that he’d have
liked to have had at least
one more game to play.

“Overall wehad agood
season,although obviously
this wasn’t the outcome
we wanted,” he said. “It
would have been nice to
play another game. We’ve
kind of run a roller coaster
all year long, and this was
kind of indicative of that a
little bit. You justcan’t give
a team like that chances at
this stage of the game, and
we did, just one too many,
and that was it for us.”

board with identical scores,
but this time the champion-
ship went to Anderson on a
tiebreaker.

Olson scored a critical
birdie on the par-fivel6th
hole to draw even with
Anderson, and both tallied
18-hole scores of 86 for the
meet at Eagle Ridge Golf
Course in Coleraine.

Olson was the only
North Woods golferentered
in the May 23 event.

GOLF...Continued from page 1B ——

after the first day, just
five strokes behind leader
Kianna Johnson of Walker-
Hackensack-Akeley,
cominginwithan 87.Maizy
Sunblad was sixth with a
102, Cylvia DeBeltz was
tied for seventh with a 108,
and Danica Sunblad was in
ninth position with a 115.

On Wednesday, the
course got the best of
Koivisto, who faded to a
99 but still ended in a tie
for third. Maizy Sunblad
shaved a stroke off her
first-day score and climbed
to fifth. Cylvia DeBeltz
slippedtoeighthwitha 110,
and Danica Sunblad’s 116
left her in tenth place.

The state championship
tourney will take place at the
Pebble Creek Golf Club in
Becker on June 11-12.

ERC Championship

Of the six schools
entered in the ERC
Championship tournament
at Eagle Ridge Golf Course
in Coleraine on Thursday,
May 23, only three had
enough golfers playing to
compete for the team title.
NER-Ely took second,
their 405 total being 27
strokes behind winner Rock
Ridge and 61 strokes better
than third-place Greenway/
Nashwauk-Keewatin.

Koivisto led the team
with a fourth-place finish
and a score of 91. Maizy
Sunblad shot a 99 to finish
eighth, Cylvia DeBeltz
carded a 102 for tenth, and
Carena DeBeltz shot a 113
for 15th.

TRACK...Continued from page 1B —

cialist Alex Burckhardt,
running for the South Ridge
Panthers, also earned a trip
to state with a second-place
finish in the 3200 meters.
The state meet was
scheduled to be held this

week at St. Michael-
Albertville High School
in St. Michael, with Class
A preliminary heats held
on Thursday and finals on
Friday.
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Pat M. Tammen

Pat Montana Tam-
men, 87, passed away on
Monday, May 27, 2024,
after years of coping with
congestive  heart fail-
ure. No public service is
planned. Please send any
memorials to your favor-
ite environmental organi-
zation.

Pat was born on
March 22, 1937, in Mis-
soula, Mont., to Victor
Anderson and Margaret
(Quirk) Anderson. The
family returned to High
Landing, Minn., shortly
after she was born. Pat’s
mother died when Pat
was ten and her dysfunc-
tional father was usually
absent. Her grandmother
raised Pat and her sister
but died when Pat was
twelve. Another relative
who turned out to be abu-
sive stepped into Pat’s life
and Pat ended up in Gil-
lette Children’s Hospital
for ten months at the age
of fifteen with severely
damaged hips in the days
before hip transplants.
The doctors repaired her
to the point where she
made many trips into the
Boundary Waters in her
adult years.

Pat worked herself
through Mayville State
Teachers College and then
went to Bemidji State
University for her mas-
ter’s degree. She taught
for a couple of years in
Minnesota and then ac-
cepted a teaching position
in Nenana, Alaska, where
she married Dean Larson
who was killed in a car ac-

cident five weeks after the
wedding.

Pat then accepted a
teaching position in Ely,
and in 1974 married Bob
Tammen. During the
1980’s, the Iron Range
economy was in bad
shape so Pat took a leave
of absence and went along
wherever Bob found work
and taught in the local
schools. She taught the
children of the Mormons
in Utah, miners in up-
per Michigan, loggers in
Wisconsin, and farmers in
South Dakota. Pat tried to
help students understand,
as we all should, that
failed families do not have
to produce failed children.
We can all make a differ-
ence.

Pat returned to the Ely
school system and retired
in 1997. In retirement, Pat
enjoyed lakeshore on the
South Kawishiwi River
and worked tirelessly to
defend her lakeshore and
all of Minnesota’s natural
resources.

Pat is survived by
her husband, Bob; sister,
Therese; nephews, Paul
and Joe; great-nieces,
Vanessa and Rachel; and
great-nephew, Dalton.

Raymond M.
Syrjanen

Raymond  Mathew
Syrjanen, 97, of Embar-
rass, died on Dec. 20,
2023, A memorial ser-
vice be held at 11 a.m.
on Wednesday, June 12,
2024, at Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church in Virginia,

preceded by visitation at
10 a.m. A luncheon will
be served in the church
fellowship hall immedi-
ately upon completion of
the service. Pastor Zach-
ary Klumpp will officiate
the service. A private buri-
al for family will follow at
the Vermilion Lake Town-
ship Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are with Landmark
Funeral Home in Virginia.

Jeanne A. Burgess
Jeanne Anita Burgess,
95, longtime resident
of Tower, passed away
peacefully at Pine View
Care Center in Black Riv-
er Falls, Wis., on Jan. 19,
2024. A celebration of life
memorial service will be
held at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, June 15 at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in
Tower. In lieu of flowers,
memorials can be made to
any animal cause of your
choice, or a tree can be
planted in Jeanne’s mem-
ory anywhere of your
choice. Buswell Funer-

al Home of Black River
Falls, Wis., is assisting the
family with arrangements.

Dwight F. McConnell

Dwight Franklin
McConnell, 93, of Ely,
passed away peacefully at
the Boundary Waters Care
Center on Saturday, April
22, 2024. Dwight and his
family are deeply grate-
ful for the steadfast care
and endearing friendship
the staff and residents of
Boundary Waters Care
Center gave him the past

two years. They are also
grateful for the tender
and immediate attention
given by the hospice staff
who provided comfort
to Dwight and his family
during his final week. A
private graveside memo-
rial service was held on
Memorial Day weekend.
A celebration of life for
his community, friends
and extended family is
planned for 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, July 14 at Grand
Ely Lodge. Family ar-
rangements have been en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

He is survived by
his two daughters and
six grandchildren, Cindy
(Tom) Noble, Benjamin,
Alex (Cami) and Debbie
(Neil aka Rudy) Oker-
lund, Jesse, Phoebe (Bry-
an), Rachael (Ken) and Ja-
cob; cousins, Carol (Ron),
Emily, Mark, Joann and
Trish;  great-grandchil-
dren, Skylar, Braylen and
Sadie; and a vast commu-
nity of friends.

Mary E. Pryatel

Mary Elaine “Bub-
sy” Leustek Pryatel, 82,
a lifelong resident of
Ely, died at Ely Carefree
Living Memory Care on
Friday, May 31, 2024. A
special acknowledgment
and thank you goes out
to the nurses and staff at
Carefree Living of Ely.
The staff took great care
of Bubsy. She loved them
and appreciated the kind-
ness and compassion they
bestowed upon her. At her
request, there will be no
funeral services. Arrange-
ments are with Kerntz Fu-
neral Home of Ely.

She is survived by
her son, Joseph Pryatel of
Hibbing; sisters, Geral-
dine Corsiatto of Bethes-
da, Md., and Patricia
Marty of Babbitt; sister-
in-law, Cissy Leustek of
Ely; two grandchildren;
six  great-grandchildren;
several nieces and neph-
ews; cousins and friends.

Deborah L. Minier
Deborah L. Minier,
64, of Ely, passed away on
Tuesday, May 28, 2024,
in the Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital. Fu-

neral arrangements are
pending with Landmark
Funeral Home in Virginia.

Phone and Internet
Discounts Available to
CenturyLink Customers

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier within its

service area for universal service purposes.
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for
residential voice lines are $20.59-$26.00 per
month and business services are $28.25-
$46.25 per month. Specific rates will be
provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline
program, which makes residential telephone
or qualifying broadband service more
affordable to eligible low-income individuals
and families. Eligible customers may qualify
for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/month for
voice or bundled voice service or $9.25/
month for qualifying broadband or broadband
bundles. Residents who live on federally
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in
certain additional federal eligibility programs.
The Lifeline discount is available for only one
telephone or qualifying broadband service
per household, which can be either a wireline
or wireless service. Broadband speeds must
be at least 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps
upload to qualify.

A household is defined as any individual or
group of individuals who live together at

the same address and share income and
expenses. Services are not transferable, and
only eligible consumers may enroll in these
programs. Consumers who willfully make false
statements to obtain these discounts can be
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be
barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area,

visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/lifeline.
html for additional information about applying
for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099
with questions.

AV .
7 centuryLink:

Summer hours effective April 15 - September 30

ASH RIVER TRAIL
CANISTER SITE
11391 Ash River Trail

COOK TRANSFER
STATION
2134 S. Beatty Rd. Cook

COUNTY 77 CANISTER SITE

2038 County Rd. 77
Greenwood Twp

KABETOGAMA LAKE
CANISTER SITE
10150 Gamma Rd

ORR CANISTER SITE
4038 Hwy 53

PORTAGE CANISTER SITE
6992 Crane Lake Rd, Buyck

SUMMER HOURS
Wed: 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Sat: 2:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

HOURS
Mon: 10 a.m.—6 p.m.
Tues thru Sat: 9a.m.—3:30p.m.

SUMMER HOURS
Tue: 1 p.m.-6 p.m.
Thu:8a.m.-1 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun: Noon—6 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS
Mon, Wed: 9 a.m. - Noon
Sat: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS
Tue:9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thu: 2 p.m—7 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m.—noon
Sun: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS
Tue: 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
Thu: 10 am—1 p.m.
Sat: 1 p.m—5 p.m.
Sun: 3 p.m.-6 p.m.

REGIONAL LANDFILL
5341 Regional Landfill Rd,
Virginia
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITIES

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Tues and Sat: 8 a.m.—1 p.m.

ST. LOUIS GOUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
218-749-9703 | OFFICE HOURS MON - FRI 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

HOURS
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m.—3:30 p.m.

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing
Sat: 8a.m.—1 p.m.

© 2024 St. Louis County, All Rights Reserved
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RESEARCH

Three-year
deer study
set in region

REGIONAL —The
Department of Natural
Resources is beginning a
new three-year research
project in northeastern
Minnesota to gather addi-
tional data on deer popu-
lations.

The DNR will place
cameras on public and
private lands to gather addi-
tional deer density data in
deer permit areas 169, 176,
177, 178, 197 and 679 in
portions of Cass, Beltrami,
Itasca, Hubbard and St.
Louis counties.

Traditional deer popula-
tion modeling relies heavily
on hunter harvest data. This
project will provide addi-
tional data to increase con-
fidence in making harvest
decisions in the study area.
The data will also help man-
agers better understand if
deer densities differ between
private and public lands,
which could potentially
be the basis for changing
the way antlerless tags are
allocated in the future.

“Working with private
landowners is an important
part of this project,” said
lead researcher Eric Michel.
“Hunting pressure and land
management practices can
vary greatly across land
ownerships, and we hope to
quantify that difference and
use this new information to
improve our understanding
of deer populations in the
forested region of the state.”

In June, DNR research-
ers will contact private
landowners by mail in pre-
selected locations to request
access to their property
to install an unbaited trail
camera. Trail cameras will
collect time-lapsed data
from July to September
and be removed before the
start of fall hunting seasons.
Cameras will be placed in
differentlocations each year
to capture data in varying
locations. Camera location
information derived from
private properties will be
considered private data.

To assist in processing
the massive amounts of data
collected with time-lapsed
photography, the project
will use machine learning
and artificial intelligence
programs. This technology
and methodology were
successfully used in prior
feasibility studies conducted
in 2021 and 2023. Results
and final analysis of the data
are expected in 2027.

Take a Kid
Fishing set
for June 7-9

REGIONAL —During
Take aKid Fishing Weekend
Friday, June 7 to Sunday,
June 9, Minnesota residents
can fish without licenses
if they take children 15 or
younger fishing.

Youth 15 and younger
donotrequire fishing licens-
es at any time of the year,
though they must observe
all fishing seasons and other
regulations. Take a Kid
Fishing Weekend allows
adult Minnesotans to fish
without a license as long as
they take a child fishing with
them. For more, see the take
a kid fishing webpage at
mndnr.gov/takeakidfishing.

LEISURE AND

RECREATION

New resort to provide
outdoor access for all

LY — A young family
Eis bringing a closely

held dreamtolife onthe
shores of Birch Lake, where
they’re about to open a brand-
new resort to give people of all
abilities opportunities to enjoy
the wilderness that they love
so much.

For Sean and Jill Leary,
it’s the newest and biggest
adventure in a wonderful life
together.

Happily married for 14
years, the St. Cloud natives
now live in Minneapolis,
where Seanis anaccomplished
environmental consultantand
Jill is a Spanish teacher in the
public school system who will
be mentoring other teachers
this coming year.

The couple has two cute
and vivacious young daugh-
ters, Annika and Britta, and a
spunky Tamaskan dog named
Freya. And in a very active
family life, there’s nothing
better for the Learys than
spending time in the great
outdoors.

As a boy, Sean spent
summers at a camp on the
Gunflint Trail, with ready
access to the wonders of
the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. Canoeing
in remote areas, even into
Canada,became animmersive
passion.

After high school, Sean
attended St.John’s University
in Collegeville,and after grad-
uating he returned home to St.
Cloud for the summer, and Jill
was there working as a canoe
guide for Les Voyageurs, Inc.,
aprogram that provides young
people with an extensive
outdoor leadership program.

“My mom and her former

With his family in the background, Sean Leary pops

a wheelie on the 400-foot boardwalk that leads to the
island-like peninsula and the resort’s accessible boat
dock.

Jill and Sean Leary display the view of Birch Lake
from one of their three resort cabins.

photos by D. Colburn

You know, people
with disabilities
are oftentimes
not out in the
community
because they're
more isolated.
Sean Leary

husband ran this program,and
Jill was there at the property
doing prep and all that stuff,”
Sean said.

And when asked if his
mom had any hand in getting
the two together, he laughed.
“She would say she had all the

hand in it. There was a little
point where she was fishing
around saying what do you
think, Jill’s pretty cute, and
then she was going to Jill
saying, ‘You know, I think
Seaniskind of interested.” Yes,
she would love to take credit.”
Jilltook the hintand asked
Sean to go out with her, and
the relationship quickly grew
from there. But eventually, it
was Sean who proposed.
“It’s a funny story,
because I already had bought
the ring,” Sean said. “Jill was
like ‘I don’t think you’re ever
going to ask me,” and I’ve got
the ring right there.”
Ididn’ttake long after that
for Sean to follow through.
Kids came soon after
that and life unfolded as it so

See RESORT...pg. 5B

Wildflower Watch

STARFLOWER

The Starflower, Lysimachia
borealis, is a distinctive early June
bloomer here in the North Country
that can be easy to overlook. It’s a
small forb, growing only about six
inches tall. Its small, star-shaped
blooms grow singly atop a slender
stem that rises from a whorl of lance
shaped leaves.

The starflower grows in upland
locations in moist mixed or coniferous
forests, usually under at least partial
shade.

They’re members of the Primrose
family.

THE UNEXPECTED

A red-headed woodpecker takes a
sunflower seed from a local feeder
recently. These uncommon
woodpekcers have been showing
up in the area in recent weeks.

A recent avian
visitor brought
back memories

A flashback from my youth
appeared at our bird feeder the other
day.

It was a red-headed woodpecker
and it took me a second to register
what I was seeing, since this is a bird
I’d only glimpsed here in the North
Country once before in 40 years.

I say it was a flashback because
they were common in Bloomington,
along the north bank of the Minnesota
River where I grew up back in the
1970s. It was
the height of the
spread of Dutch
elm disease and
the abundance
of large dead
trees created a
boon for most
woodpeckers,
butmostnotably
red-headed
woodpeckers.
They used the
trees for nesting
and for storing
their favorite foods. Few woodpeckers
cache food, but the red-headed and the
somewhat similar acorn woodpecker.
are two that do.

Acorns make up a significant part
of the red-headed woodpecker’s diet
as well, and the combination of dead
elm and huge spreading bur oaks that
dominated our suburban neighborhood
back then was the ideal habitat for these
spectacular birds.

Northeastern Minnesota is sup-
posed to be outside their range, but
I’ve noticed that we’re seeing other
birds moving further north this year,
or arriving earlier, likely due to our
unusually warm winter.

There have been multiple reports
of red-headed woodpeckers showing

MARSHAL
HELMBERGER

See WOODPECKER...pg. 5B
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WOODPECKER...Continued from page 2B°

up this month in our area,
including both in Cook and
Ely, so it certainly appears
that they are moving into
our region. I suspect it may
not represent a permanent
range adjustment. Birds
are very mobile and they
don’talways stay within the
boundaries we recognize.
The bird that showed
up at our feeder fed active-
ly all day, taking a single
sunflower seed each time
and flying to a nearby tree,

RESORT....Continued from page 2B

oftendoes for families. The
couple’s interest in the out-
doors continued, however,
and it was years later, after
the COVID pandemic that
they realized it had been a
while since they’d visited
near the Boundary Waters.
They took another vacation
to Ely, fell in love with the
town and the area all over
again, and after that they
began working on making
their dream of a resort a
reality.

The real dream

The resort, North of
North, is about to open the
first of its three modern
cabins in mid-June, with
the other two expected to
be ready by early July.

But the resort is really
just a means to achieve
the Learys’ real dream,
one that’s very personal,
especially for Sean.

That’sbecause Northof
North has been constructed
as afully accessible, ADA-
compliant facility designed
for able-bodied people and
those with mobility chal-
lenges like Sean, who has
used a wheelchair since a
truck accident after high
school left him paralyzed
below the waist. Getting
back to the outdoors was
integral to Sean’s recovery
process.

“I was at St. John’s
University in my first year
and I was trying to figure
out how am I going to get
into it again, because I
was an avid snowboarder
in Montana and Colorado,
really into getting out into

HIBBING
mnz
ED
262-3049

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

* In-store jewelry
& watch'repair
» Cash for
Gold & Silver

* SISU JEWELRY
OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5

218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

CookVFW

POST 1757

(218)666-0500

Open Daily: Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

Thursday: BINGO
Opens: 5 PM
Games Start: 6:30 PM
Friday
BURGER NIGHT- 4:30-7
Burgers starting at $7

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

where it would wedge it in
a crevice before pecking
out the meat. He must have
done this at least 50 times
during the day (that I saw),
which led me to think he’d
be back for more the fol-
lowing day. But I haven’t
seen it since, suggesting it
has moved on... so keep an
eye out. It might show up at
your bird feeder next!

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mmam

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
PP phhy, P, P
- Y % ¥ % ¥ %
." \ .; \ .; \ .; \
= K R R
Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Om Hi Lo Prec.
05/27 69 41 0.00 05/27 69 37 0.00 05/27 70 44 0.00 05/27 66 37 0.00
05/28 69 na 0.00 05/28 70 45 0.00 05/28 67 45 0.00 05/28 63 45 0.00
0529 63 na 0.09 05/29 64 35 0.02 05/29 63 43 0.03 0529 70 36 0.35
05/30 69 na 0.00 05/30 70 36 0.00 05/30 72 44 0.00 05/30 75 45 0.00
05/31 74 na 0.03 05/31 75 43 0.03 05/31 76 43 0.15 05/31 72 55 0.25
06/01 72 na 0.00 06/01 72 47 0.00 06/01 72 48 0.00 06/01 72 46 0.00
06/02 72 47 0.00 06/02 73 35 0.00 06/02 74 45 0.00 06/02 72 43 0.00
YTD Total 10.21 YTD Total 10.50 YTD Total 9.97 YTD Total NA

Sn.  Tower Hi Lo

from NOAA weather

Tuesday
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w
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69 48

Prec. Sn.
0.00
0.00
0.10
0.00
0.18
0.00
0.00
11.75

05/27 69 37
05/28 68 44
05/29 64 34
05/30 72 36
05/31 74 44
06/01 71 44
06/02 73 36
YTD Total

the backcountry,” he said.

It wasn’t on a snow-
board, but on the world’s
first all-terrain hand-pow-
ered cycle, designed by
Mike Augspurger, founder
of One-Off Titanium,
which opened a path back
to the outdoors.

“That’s how it started
for me,” Sean said. “It
was off-road hand cycling,
and at that time getting
out with a One-Off was
pretty insane. People have
climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro
with that bike and do
amazing things with it. We
gotakayakearly,and we’re
always just getting out
there, so I just didn’t stop.”

The real dream is to
provide the differently
abled with the same outdoor
opportunities as everyone
else,opportunities that will
give them confidence at a
time when they need it.

“That’s what I learned
when I got my bike,”
Sean said. “Challenging
yourself makes every-
thing easier later — you’re
stronger, you’re more men-
tally prepared. People
with disabilities haven’t
had equal access to rec-
reational opportunities
in the wilderness of the
Superior National Forest
and BWCA. We want to
do our part to change that.”

The cabins have been
constructed with all the
necessary clearances to
accommodate a wheelchair
or walker, including an
ADA-compliant kitchen
with lower counters, an

Pr—
o Boats, PWCs, trailers, and gear

€ Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, skis, wakeboards,

accessible bathroom with
easily operated fixtures,
reachable, easy to use
light switches, and more.
A sauna outside each cabin
can be operated by wi-fi,
allowing remote assistance
if needed. And the cabins
are also equipped with
high-speed broadband,
although guests would do
well to spend their time
inside looking out the large
lake-facing windows to
take in the gorgeous views.
There’s a bedroom on the
ground floor, and more
sleeping accommodations
in the living room and a
loft, accommodating eight
in each cabin.

The Learys selected
a relatively level plot,
near the far northeast-
ern end of the lake, that
will make traveling the
wide, smooth paths easy.
A signature feature of the
resort is a 400-foot long,
eight-foot-wide boardwalk
that leads to an island-like
peninsula in the lake. The
boardwalk will lead to a
boat dock equipped with a
special kayak lift, courtesy
in part from a $16,000
grant from the IRRRB
to the Leary’s Adaptive
Wilderness Within Reach
(AWWR) nonprofit.
“If you can’t get on the
water and into a kayak,
you will never know the
freedom of being on water,”
Jill said. “We’re trying
to remove barriers and
create an inclusive outdoor
recreation environment at
the edge of the BWCA,

ropes, and life jackets
before leaving

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

from putting in an ADA
kayak launch to working
with guides who can teach
people to paddle, fish,
or enjoy the magic of a
dogsled excursion through
the BWCA.”

And the key word
there is “inclusive.” North
of North is not a resort for
people with disabilities
—it’s a resort that is acces-
sible for them and that is
inclusive of all people who
want to use it.

“This will be a quiet,
restful place,” Jill said. “It’s
aplace for people to gather
—24 people could come; a
whole family reunion could
happen here, and everyone
would be included and get
to do all the things that
everyone else is doing.
That’s exciting for us.”

“We can build a com-
munity around that,” Sean
said. ““You bring your kids
here, maybe you’ll see
someone who’s disabled
out there, and that’s maybe
agood thing forkids to see.
It’s that inclusive experi-
ence. There’s not enough
of that in our communities.
You know, people with
disabilities are oftentimes
not out in the community
because they’re more iso-
lated.”

There will be times
when the resort is blocked
off for use by their non-
profit, consistent with its
purpose to provide people
with disabilities the finan-
cial means to get out and
enjoy adaptive recreation,
but outside of those times

&
DRAIN

c—

€ Water from boat, bilge, motor,
ballast tanks, and bladders.
PWCs - run motor for 10 seconds
to blow water out of jet drive

o Remove drain plug and open all

water draining devices

% Trash unused bait

anyone can book a cabin.

Local connections

The Learys said
they’ve been extremely
gratified with the interest
and support of the Ely
community as North of
North. It was important to
them to invest in the com-
munity, and they’ve hired
local contractors, a local
resort manager,and they’ve
sourced their materials
locally. In turn, it feels like
the community is becoming
invested in them.

“Our local plumbing
contractor donated their
shop space for us to work
in, and R&R Transfer was
supportive by allowing
us to store our trailer on
their property before we
had space at the resort.
Many in Ely seem to rec-
ognize that the area needs
better accommodations for
people with disabilities and
are excited by our project”
Sean said. “And we just
learned, hot off the press,
that we got a $3,000 grant
from Save the Boundary
Waters to get kayaks for
the launch. That’s huge
support.”

To connect more fully
with the area’s history and
culture, each cabin will
have a particular name
and decorative theme tied
to important aspects of
local life.

“The first cabin is
called Kawishiwi — this is
what the Native Americans

would have called this land
righthere,” Seansaid. “This
lake would have been more

of ariver, the land of many
beaverdams.It’s their word
for this place.”

“Then you’ve got the
Pioneer, which represents
the settlement era, with
European immigrants, with
respect to the Pioneer Mine
and significant change,”
he continued. The third is
Steward, as in steward of
the wilderness.Itrepresents
the wealth of 60 years now
from the Wilderness Act,
as well as the set aside for
the Boundary Waters and
for protection. I love that
these represent the differ-
ent phases of what we’ve
gone through and how we
manage it.”

And in an area where
there is an abundance of
year-round outdoor activi-
ties, North of North will be
a year-round resort.

“We have another
pretty sizable grant pending
for really good program-
ming for kayaking and
fishing and dogsledding
and cross-country skiing
and all kinds of fun stuff
coming,” Seansaid.“We’re
really trying to maximize
the benefit to the local
community and, of course,
folks with disabilities who
haven’thad access to those
experiences.”

For more information
or to reserve a cabin, go to
the North of North website
atwww.northofnorthresort.
com.
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Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

-+ (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)
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PUBLIC NOTICE EMPLOYMENT

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country School (VCS) is
seeking applicants for the following
positions:

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE ADDITION OF PROPERTIES TO THE SOUTH
SHORE SUBORDINATE SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT
IN A PORTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF KABETOGAMA

P

Vermilion Country is a project-based learning school seeking to expand
our staffing. We are adding new positions! Now interviewing for posi-
tions for the 2024/25 school year for other licensed teaching positions.
Currently open for interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485 or
email info@vermilioncountry.org for more information:

NOTICE IS HEARBY GIVEN, That the Board of Supervisors of Kabetogama Township, St. Louis County,
Minnesota, will conduct a Public Hearing on the 27th day of June 2024 at the Kabetogama Township
Town Hall at 7:00 P.M. to consider the addition of petitioned properties to the South Shore
Subordinate Service District pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 365A, Towns; Subordinate Service

District Positions and job descriptions for licensed teachers, school social
ISTricts.

workers (2 openings) and support staff listed online. Most positions are
benefits-eligible.

THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY PARCELS IN KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP being considered for addition to the https://vermiIioncountry.org/employment
service district are herein described below: map attached

402-0010-00040 402-0075-00210 402-0010-02095
402-0010-00060 402-0010-01992 402-0010-01740
402-0010-01993 402-0010-01990 402-0010-01680
402-0010-01996 402-0010-01994 402-0010-01621
402-0010-01991 402-0010-01995 402-0010-01640
402-0010-01988 402-0010-02140 402-0010-01630
402-0010-01980 402-0010-02144 402-0010-01660
402-0010-01986 402-0010-02110 402-0010-01665

402-0010-01590
402-0010-01585
402-0010-01605
402-0010-01989
402-0010-01960
402-0010-01961
402-0010-01962
402-0010-01975

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org and/or 218-248-2485

_ King Crossword

402-0010-01983

402-0010-02114

402-0010-02287

402-0010-01997 402-0010-02111 402-0010-02315 ACROSS
402-0010-01982 402-0010-02115 402-0010-02310 1 Haunting
402-0010-01999 402-0010-02116 402-0010-02290 6 Seizes
402-0010-02000 402-0010-02097 402-0010-02337 11 Cancels
402-0010-02001 402-0010-02096 402-0010-01592
12 More apt to
THE SERVICE being considered in the Subordinate Service District is herein described: Seep
Identify wastewater infrastructure needs, provide for the planning, construction, financing, and 14 April 1 gags
maintenance of wastewater collection and treatment systems. And to provide the accountability, 15 Consult
and continuity for such systems for the benefit of all the property owners in the Subordinate Service
District parcels described above. 16 Scrooge por-
trayer Alastair
Notice has been sent to all property owners who petitioned to be added to the South Shore 17 Feudal work-
Subordinate Service District. Such persons as desire to be heard with reference to the proposed
additions to the Subordinate Service District will be heard at this hearing. ers
19 Qahu, for one
DATE: June 4, 2024: By order of the Kabetogama Township Board of Supervisors (Abbr,)

Mary Manninen, Clerk

20 Nobel Prize

—— W ™ ub.
South Shore Subordinate Sanitary Sev s 22 San Francis-
AR ‘ co's — Hil
L 23 Sufficient,

informally 51 52

24 Philosopher =
Kierkegaard .

26 Droning reed

28 Tease 47 "~ shabby!" 6 Course load? 29 Novelist Enid

30 USO patrons 49 Takeitslow 7 Aussie hop- 31 Bridges

31 Flood protec- 51 Saunter pers 32 Doles out
tion 52 Andean pack 8 Dyetype 33 Cosa —

35 "Cabaret" animals 9 Two-piece 34 Sticky stuff
director Bob 53 Rescued sut 36 Blueprint, e.g.

39 Tactic 54 Austin native 10 Establishes 37 Pacific

40 Pantheon 11 Basilicaareas  islander
member DOWN 13 Husband of 38 Short jackets

42 Future doc's 1 Physicist Pocahontas 41 Resided
exam Fermi 18 Filch 44 Only

43 Gore and 2 Captivate 21 Hardlyhip 45 Auction
Green 3 Skedaddle 23 — salts 48 "Mazel =!"

44 Bamboozles 4 Sorts 25 Pentip 50 Jazz band

46 Med. plan 5 RuhrValley 27 Computer instrument
option city image, briefly

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Published in the Timberjay, June 7 & 14, 2024

Weekly SUDOKU

PUBLIC NOTICE

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS
GET INVOLVED IN THE
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS BY
BECOMING AN ELECTION JUDGE!
Election Judges are needed for the Primary
Election (Tuesday, August 13, 2024) and
General Election, (Tuesday, November 5,

2024). Training will be provided. Current rate
of pay is $15 per hour.

” CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, 9 8 1
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

by Linda Thistle

Z HFT'U RFW FR IGIN Z

KFR QDRU, MEU Z KFR 4 3 2

BDN UONII 1 7 6

Applications are available at the Greenwood MIKZQJINIJ DTHI

Town Hall or on the township website — green-

woodtownshipmn.com —under Administration _
— Election Information. Office is open from 9 JFWR. JFTZIQ MDDTI 5 6 9
AM until 1 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Deadline to submit an application \ ©2024 King Features Synd., Inc. /
is Thursday, June 13, 2024. 7 3 8
Questions? Call Clerk Spicer at 218-753-2231 super Crossword
or email clerk@greenwoodtownshipmn.com. 4 5 7
Published in the Timberjay, May 31 & June 7, 2024 Answers
' ’ H[A[S[B]E[E[N]M] I [s[H[AJMUIR[G] 1]N]G]S
AlLILE[G[R[oJA[S[clo[T @ TIA[R[R[I[E]S 6 9 3
s[P[1|T[a[N[D[P[O[L|1]s|H|MA]G[A[I|N]S]T
Plom/A[D|EIE[R[AIT[L[clons|E[TIH
Get SNUW“.\[”KS s|p[R[1|N[K|L[E[D]o[UlG[H[N]U]T 8 1 9
Informedl soluton D/D|E[D[T]O o[ 1[E[T[R[1|T[EIM 1 |R[E
utl . .
. RIOIUISIEGIA LI TR TIAIL SEKINEIE Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
M1 |s|T]F|L[olw|E[R|[sllc|T|s|lD|E|E[D]S h h h col h
Get the Al X E T s EK ALY that each row across, each co umn down and eac
. R wiH|E|TB[U[R|U|N[D]|I PIE[TIRL|T|R small 9-box square contains all of the
TlmberjaY! H|E|R|E|C|O[M/E[S|T|H|E|R|[A|I|N|A[G|A|I|N numbers from one to nine.
v E[sA[R]P AlL[BlulM[E[NNR|P|M[S
AlL[SIAL LA B AE T[A[L
NEEDIE B0N BDEDEERECDRE DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
Rlo[oML|AIN]T|N|AJK[E[AJD[E|T[E|R
Blo[GIlr|o[r|T|N|O|Y]S N[ 1[s[s]a[N]s .
s|nlolw|EIRIRIElG]1s|TIR[I]E[S € Moderate " Challenglng
PILIA[T|EMu[sIO[A[ T [S[T[H[M]! H BOY!
clo[e|p|1]T[s|lr|o|ulr|1]T]o|N]T[H]I]C]K ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
R|O|S|E|T|T/ABMO[M|N|E|SMS|T|E|E|L|I|E © 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
T|H|[E|D|E|A|DJIN|E|E[D|AJ S|O[M[A|L]1]A
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &

AUTOMOTIVE

% DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Langevin Auto Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
& Truck Repair 5594. tin

Full Service

Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.

2187490751 | oo o o e mncaten
o ron
LEASE

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-

FOR LEASE: Nice country par-

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

AAMEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give

cels, 4-10 acres. Long-term only.

Text 218-290-5370. 6/7 4655 Moccasin Point Rd
WANTED Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319
W'l buy o Seigas 1 Gocd | | Srorage, Boat Rentals,
Shape. Turn your classic canoe Serwce/Rgpalrs/SaIes
into cash. Call Steve at 365- Mechanic on Duty

6745. tin moccasinpointmarine.com

©YAMAHA

WANTED: BELSAW SAWMILL RIGHT
HAND, also wanted ROCK TUMBLER
with about 3-gallon capacity.
Call 1-218-666-2750 ¢&/7p

WrLAUS

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

1

ARONSON

BOAT WORKS
L5

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage * Complete Service * Sales

 Mioans,

y .
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

Since 1926
¥ Handberg’s ¥
Hapibers

& GENERAL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage
- @YAMAHA ~ERCURY -
218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

-:‘""\
Y34

R

Your local covree for news,

musice and entertainment!

91.7im - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemidji
89.91m - Brainerd

yourself a break. There is a

way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.

(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-

free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or

i

www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY

PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely,
218-235-3819|

CryptoQuote

answer

| can’t say as ever |
was lost, but | was
bewildered once for three
days. — Daniel Boone

SELL
It
HERE

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 21 mins.
RIA|(B

w|w|m
[
(e}
O~

=
n|=x|—|—
o|n|—]|O

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
Oy €@ Nedum ¢ @@ Difficut

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Kaxe.org
Super Crossword DowNFALL
ACROSS 52 Euro divs. 93 Mauna — 4 Software test 39 Will topic 83 Dismiss as
1 Washed-up 53 Feats 94 Ward off version 40 Artful foolish
star 54 “Gottarun!” 95 Peat source 5 “By Jove!” 45Inthe know 84 From
8 Baryshnikov’s 55 Logger's 96 “— Com- 6 Novelist 46 Luxury brand the capital
nickname chopper plaint” (Philip Hemingway of Toyota Lomé, e.g.
13 Exhortations 56 China’s Mao Roth novel) 7 Tacitassent 48 Lock opener 85 Roseanne of
20 Fast, in music — -tung 98 Altimas and 8 Language of 50 Toils away “Roseanne”
scores 57 Mary — Maximas New Zealand 51 Hertz car, say 86 Year's 365
21 Foppish cosmetics 100 Gift lists for 9Honshu, e.g. 53 Info 87 Actor Billy of
scart 58 Stimulate expectant 10 —-fimovie 56 Cravat clasp “Titanic”
22 Hangs 60 Neighbor of mothers’ 11 Horse farm 57 Dog refuge 88 Barbie’s guy
around Rwanda parties attendant 58 With 89 Hosp. areas
23 Punctilious 63 Family dog, 104 Car identifier 12 Oakland ball 72-Across, 91 “Fist City”
attention to e.g. 105 Letters after team “Actually, singer Lynn
neatness 64 Env. contents lambdas 13 Tony winner I dot” 92 Foul-
25Contraryto 67 1984 Euryth- 106 Quaker Hagen 59 “— -haw!” smelling
26 Perfumed mics hit that’s grain 14 Seasoned 61 Refs cousin 96 Daintily little
hair dressing apt for six 107 Some narrow stews 62 FedEx rival 97 Packed
27 Time of note related words stripsofland 15 Farm with its 63 Pizzeria away
28 Special in this puzzle 113 Revises buildings order 99 Enjoys a lot
attention, 72 See 58-Down jointly 16 From 64 Portin east 101 Slogged in
in brief 73 French 115 Use lots of Galway, say Argentina water
30 Beginning painter Jean flattery, say 17 “Brooklyn — 65 Apple’s 102 Gorbachev's
31 Krispy Kreme 74 Egg white 118 Egypt's — (sitcom) Cook wife
offering 75 Tach stats Stone 18 Made a hand 66 Hosp. 103 Addams
topped with 76 Gore and 119 Latin for motion staffers family cousin
colorful bits Unser ‘everything” 19 Old booming 68 Advanced 108 Cherry
36 Enlarged 77 Everybody 120 Metallic jet, for short math, in brief holder
41 Classic 79 Atty.’s org. shooting 24 For each 69 Puzzle cube 109 Duke
no-calorie 80 & others marble 29 Statona creator Erno Ellington’s
soda brand 82 Sight-related 121 Jerry Garcia’s bank sign 70 Astound “Take —
42 Deep anger 85 Pay band, 32 Bouncy stick 71 Confers Train”
43 Stimulate money for informally 33 DIYers’ sets honor on 110 Small peak
44 Missy 86 Spongy, 122 “| — drink!” 34 Lubricants 76 Pitcher's 1111,102, to Livy
47 Court events glazed 123 Its capital is 35 Leisure asset 112 Retail giant in
48 Arthroscopic dessert Mogadishu shirts 77 “The Wizard furniture
surgery site 90 Hotel offering 36 Pitcher’s of 0z lady 113 Old PC
49 Garden 91 Weather DOWN asset 78 Resting atop screen
plants with phenomenon 1 Lock holder 37 “Where — 81 “Bill & — 114 In the dumps
heads of with a more 2 Food for sign?” Bogus 116 French
clear blue famous Fido 38 Tools for light Journey” article
blooms “brother” 3 Thin cleaning 82 Spheres 117 Old spy gp.
1 2 |3 |4 (5 |6 |7 8 (9 |10 11 [12 13 |14 (15 |16 |17 |18 |19
20 21 22

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

— Weekly SUDOKU
Answer
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YOU CAUNWEHAUL!

2x6-6 ft

Cedar Dock Boards IN STOCK! A
$10.99 cash andleamy CANNING LIDS ,,@"ﬂiﬁ, Indersnn Ba'g“m, Inﬁ.
n Wi ¥ |

hile supplies last Wide and Regular | Cement Trucks, Septic-Pumping Trucks,

\ [ Dump Truck Service, Building Materials
J— 3 > P > g >
i, st zses, | | 15% OFF G ) [ | b Wl Driing et
3 * : -Fri: 7-5, . i ) ~
£ n (Starting May 11: Open Saturday 8-Noon) - Propane D ehverY’
COOK BUILDING CENTER info@cookbuiIdingcenter.com C - ll fth
overing ail o e
Trusted. Local. Experts ERM"‘ION LUMBER Lake Vermilion Area
rusted. Local. Experts " Gain| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
'L""‘b:‘u"}: %(1)8-{/%?;12%? 0Tower MN £J Goll 218-160-1353
—) VI-F: 8 AM-5 PM: Sat: 8 AM-Noon VISA www.andersonhbarging.com
] Find your favorite brands
Tekautz Mechanical at Anderson
. : c_ Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
V%ggg&%&ﬁg“ Repair & Install La@BOY ASHLEY

:::::::::::

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AN
L} T (" ] (2] L

218-800-ROQOF « Insured o License #BC785662

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
FOREST CONCRETE | | ..on..
e y ‘(‘ . (We accept credit cards) |
&8& PRODUCTS

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

LAYAWAY
ERITCHENS AVAILABLE

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN * 218-741-9356

s (Call about the 30% tax credit!

WORLD'S #1

HOT AIR WOODBURNING FURNACE!

Water Systems

Celebrating From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
5 ZOYVef , Virginia, using local gravel pits
ears: to support all your needs.

+ PUMPS
: + WELLS

T PR 45 gifhr. emissions B HYDRO-FRACKING
'8 99.4% comb efficiency
FOREST CONCRETE /ﬁ@ . 99% smokeless burns
PRODUCTS 4 K M A _ RN KT |1-800-662-5700
1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731 oy - - Soring Park Rd
office 218-365-6161 - plant 218-365-4030 = : pring Far )
fax 218-365-6985 * cell 218-341-3197 Smokeless Wood Fumaces lampmfg@gmail.com * lamppakuuma.com Mt. Iron, MN 55768
and Fantastic Sauna Stoves! 9501 Hwy. 135, Tower MN 55792

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

+Complete Site & Building Preparation
+ Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
# Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220

2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

For all your

HEATING, |Lilall=is

PLUMBING |l A
and

)

AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros. ...

PLUMBlNG & HEATlNG Master Plumber

Northgate Plaza * Virginia PC644131
218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com

“Heard the
Buzz?”

Premium Carpet Choices

Find the perfect floor covering for every room in
your home with our professional design service
and expert installation.

SATURDAY
JULY 27 * 8-3

Get Address On List
218-235-1377

Hours « 8-5:30 Monday through Friday

< FLOOR to CEILING

.

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron « 218-741-6690

RI1 O R SHOWROOM

- Scarlet Stone -
List Available July 25-Local Stores

TOWER-SOUDAN
FTVS-3AIMALD

subscrihe Today
(218) 7153-2950 or timherjay.com




