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VNP issues revised frozen lake use proposal

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Voyageurs
National Park officialson Monday
released arevised version of their
proposed Frozen Lake Surface
Use Plan, a measure that gener-
ated intense blowback from the
public when the firstiteration was
proposed in April of last year.

According to park officials,
the plan is needed to bring the
park into compliance with federal
policies and regulations for the
use of motor vehicles within
national parks. Those regulations

Public comment period to run from May 28-June 28

prohibit the operation of motor
vehicles except on park roads,
and in parking areas. According
to the document issued by VNP
on Monday, routes and areas for
off-road motor vehicle use may
not be designated in national
parks, meaning the current dis-
persed use of such vehicles on
the park’s frozen lake surfaces
is inconsistent with regulations.

Comments taken at two
public hearings, a third virtual
hearing,and submitted in writing

were compiled, analyzed, and
used to inform the revised
proposal, according to VNP
Superintendent Bob DeGross,
who said he hopes the public
will continue to be engaged in
the review process.

“We encourage the public
to review the new alternative
and provide their comments,”
DeGross told the Timberjay on
Monday. “My main goal is to
allow for a reasonable amount
of access within the regulations

defined by the National Park
Service, while assuring the pro-
tection of resources and being
mindful of the range of visitors
who seek to enjoy the park. I
hope that the new alternative will
demonstrate our willingness to
create the balance that considers
all of those concerns.”

The Frozen Lake Surface
Use Plan document lists four
alternatives, two of which appear
tobe non-starters. Alternative one
would be to leave things the way

they are, an option the document
clearly states is “not selectable”
due to the conflict with appli-
cable regulations. Alternative
four would restrict access to
snowmobiles only, with no ice
roads, and ice fishing shelters
would have to be transported
only by snowmobiles in both the
moderate and low-use zones that
would be established.

That leaves alternative two,
the original frozen lake plan, and
alternative three, the revised plan,

See...;F ROZEN pg. 9

Fish stories aplenty

FISHING OPENER 2024

The walleye were wily, but anglers win out for opener

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Another success-
ful fishing opener weekend is in the
books, with hoards of eager anglers
flocking to Lake Vermilion and
other area lakes in search of the often
elusive walleye.

Reports indicate a strong turnout
and catch on Lake Vermilion, with
anglers reporting plenty of pan-sized
walleye.

Early morning activity in and
around Tower was somewhatsubdued
compared to past openers, with
fishing guide Rob Bryers reporting
fewer than usual boats in the tradi-
tional early season hot spots on the
east end of Lake Vermilion. Perhaps
anglers were a bit reluctant to brave
the chilly morning temperatures,
but as temperatures warmed toward
midday, the fishing flotillas were out

Above: An angler uses his bare
hands to land a modest Lake
Vermilion walleye on opening day.

Right: An angler ponders whether to
keep or toss back a small walleye.

photos by D. Colburn

in numbers comparable to typical
opening days, Bryers said.

“There were spots where there a
lot of boats congregate and I didn’t
notice any significant increase or
decrease it looked like a kind of a
typical opener on Lake Vermilion,”
fishing guide Phil Bakken told the
Timberjay. “Most people I talked to
started in Pike Bay, so I assume it
was the typical crowd.”

Boats racing from place to place
was a common sight as anglers went
in search of walleye that were more
dispersed than usual, thanks in large

See...OPENER pg. 10
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Visit the Northland’s Best Independent

BOOKSTORE RIGHT IN ELY

Fantastic Selection and Service.

“Where Good Books Find You!”

Special Orders Welcomed (no Shipping fees for you)

Open Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com

ELY SCHOOLS

ECR reports
funding cuts
to board

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The nonprofit Ely
Community Resource shared unhappy
news with the Ely School Board on
Monday evening. The group, which
runs several tutoring, mentoring,
afterschool, and summer programs
for school-aged children and youth,
has lost close to $150,000 in funding
for next year.

“So, for summer, I think we’re
going to make it but we’re unsure
about the school year,” ECR executive
director Julie Hignell told the board.
“I wanted to come and make sure that
you knew that because we feel very
connected to the school. ECR exists
to support the school and our kids.”

The ECR had a $120,000 three-
year grant from the U.S. Department
of Education which was not renewed.
The organization also had had a
Youth Intervention Grant from

See...FUNDING pg. 9

CITY OF TOWER

Council hears
pushback over
short-term rental
recommendation

TOWER — A recommendation to
prohibit short-term rentals in districts
zoned residential here drew some
pushback at Monday’s meeting of the
Tower City Council. The city’s plan-
ning and zoning commission, which
has been considering an ordinance
change to address concerns about
short-term rentals for more than a
year, voted recently to recommend
prohibiting the option in the city’s
three residential zone districts as well
the residential-transition zone along a
portion of Main Street.

See.. COUNCIL pg. 9

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.oom

|04879

35140




2 May 17, 2024

THE TIMBERJAY

Citywide Rummage, Business Crazy Day,
and Used Equipment and Watercraft Sale
is Saturday, May 18

ELY - Spring is here, and that means the 13th an-
nual Citywide Rummage Sale, Business Crazy Day,
and Used Equipment and Watercraft Sale is just
around the corner. This is a ONE-day event on May
18. The event map with the sale locations and lists
is available at the Chamber of Commerce office or at
Ely.org/citywide on May 14, providing just enough
time to plan out shopping routes and strategies.

Dozens of area residents are holding rummage
sales starting at 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. There are plenty of
locations with clothing, household goods, plus some
with outdoor gear, sporting goods, and more.

Area businesses are on the list too, featuring in-
store and sidewalk sales. Some of our area outfitters
have used equipment and watercraft on their sales
lists. Business hours vary and are listed on the event
map.

Restaurants, coffee shops, and bakeries are open
too, so swing in and fill-up on great food and beverag-
es while shopping.

The Ely Chamber of Commerce is open from 8
a.m. — 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 18, so you can swing
in and pick up your map, or download a copy off the
website at Ely.org/citywide.

Shannon Gunderson in concert on May 19
EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. will host a
concert by Shannon Gunderson on Sunday, May 19 at
3 p.m. in the Embarrass Finnish Apostolic Lutheran

Church.

Gunderson, of Virginia, is well known in the
region as a piano teacher and a member of The Divas
trio. For this concert, she will be performing solo,
adding vocals to her keyboard playing. Admission is
$10 for adults and $8 for Sisu members; children ages
12 and under are free.

The historic church building was gifted to Sisu by
its former congregation and is a great venue for live
music. Parking is available on the lawn. The address
is 5103 Hwy. 21, across from Hope Lutheran Church.

This family-friendly concert is generously spon-
sored by Knuti Farm of Embarrass. For questions or
further details, call 218-984-3012 or visit sisuheritage.
org.

Embarrass Memorial Day service

EMBARRASS- Embarrass will hold their annual
Memorial Day service on Monday, May 27 at 9 a.m.
at the Embarrass Cemetery. Coffee and refreshments
will follow at the Embarrass Town Hall.

Free community meal at Imnmanuel

Lutheran on May 22

TOWER- Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tower is
hosting a free community meal on Wednesday, May
22 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., or until the food is gone.
The menu this month is sloppy Joe's, chips, baked
beans, and dessert. Dine-in or carry-out available. All
are welcome.

Borealis Bards to present the musical,

“Is There a Doctor in the House?”

BACKUS - The Borealis Bards, the theatre
program associated with Backus Community Center,
will be presenting, “Is There a Doctor in the House?
the Musical” as its spring production May 23 and 24.
Performances are scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday,
May 23 and Friday, May 24. Doors will open one
hour prior to the show.

“Is There a Doctor in the House? the Musical,” is
a vaudevillian slapstick adaptation of Moliere’s med-
ical play with original bluegrass and country songs.
The script was written by Tim Kelly, with music and
lyrics by Bill Francoeur. It is being produced by spe-
cial arrangement with Pioneer Drama Inc., of Denver,
Colo. The show features a cast of more than 25 youth
and adults who have a hilarious time singing, dancing,
and improvising. The director, Michelle Boelk, was
the former band teacher at Falls High School and is
the newly hired events coordinator at Backus.

This theatre arts production has been made possi-
ble by a grant from the Marshall N. Knutson Family
Community Fund.

INVESTING IN YOUTH

Teenagers can learn about EMS, welding,
graphic design at free camps

EVELETH - Minnesota
North College, Eveleth
Campus, will host sum-
mer camps for any
student ages 16 and
up. Attendees can
explore hands-
on workshops
in Emergency
Medical Services
(EMS), welding,
and graphic design
and visual commu-
nications. These sum-
mer camps are paid for
through the federal Carl Per-
kins grant for Career and Techni-
cal Education and will be hosted at
the Eveleth Campus.

The EMS camp is June 10-11
from 9 am.-3 p.m. Students will
work to gain a CPR/First Aid/AED
certification and work alongside lo-
cal fire departments, EMS and Life
Link air medical program.

The welding camp is July 8-12
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The focus of this
camp will be safety, welding theo-

ry, and stick and
MIG welding
processes.
Supplies
will  be
provid-
ed. Stu-
dents
ar e
strongly
encour-
aged to
wear jeans
and boots.
T h e
graphic  design
and visual commu-
nications boot camp is August 15
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. This camp will
highlight photography and video
editing, along with Motion and Ap-
ple M1 computer training.
Minnesota North College is a
member of the True North Stars,
a Carl Perkins consortia. Carl Per-
kins is a grant funded program that
supports Career and Technical Edu-
cation in Minnesota. Each consor-

FANTASY FANS

tia includes at least one Minnesota
State College and one school dis-
trict, including charter schools. The
True North Stars include 22 high
schools across the Iron Range, serv-
ing five counties in northern Minne-
sota. Perkins mission is to connect
students to career exploration and
hands-on learning opportunities in
high schools, post-secondary and
with local workforce. For more
information about Perkins please
contact Perkins Coordinator, Chris
Vito, at Christopher.vito@minneso-
tanorth.edu.

Minnesota North College pre-
pares lifelong learners and engaged
citizens through inclusive, transfor-
mative experiences reflecting the
character and natural environment
of the region. For more information
about Minnesota North College,
please contact Annika Freiburger at
annika.freiburger@minnesotanorth.
edu.

Return of Range FanCon to Virginia on June 29 - 30

VIRGINIA - Range
FanCon held its debut last
year in late July at Mt.
Iron Community Center
and received a great deal
of attention with visitors
and vendors coming from
Minneapolis and St. Paul,
special guests, and com-
petitions throughout the
day.

Lovers of all things
anime, fantasy, sci-fi,
comics, and videogames
have found a home at this

one of the original
founders of the event.

The Range Fan-
Con committee has |
made efforts to grow [
the convention even
further by having the
event take place this
year at the Iron Trail
Motors Event Center
and extended it into
a two-day event that
will take place June
29 and 30. With more
room for additional |&=

Ml\fﬂi Cambat Demeo -
The Shire

also meet some
vendors and other
guests who will be
in attendance.
Early bird
passes are on sale
until June 1 for
$25 for a one-day
badge and $45 for
a two-day badge.
Additional prices
are listed on their
ticketing site at
rangefancon.tick-
etleap.com.

xﬁ7? MN Made * MN Grown

" IOCAIMARKET;

* VENDORS -
May 24, 31 & June 14, 21, 28
Fridays * 9 AM to Dusk (No Event June 7)
Sugarlicious Cheesecakes & More

BizMak’s Yooper-Que
Dont Cha Know it’s Freeze Dried
Eclecti n r
FRUTTRUCK | “Raq Bag Orighals . Come See
ComingMay | Rugs by Becky Shermer | N€se :
25 Northern Gnomology V\(jndors.
Reserve Cat’s Creations gt
may vary
your boxes Cedar Woodcutters  10m week to
of fruit! Natures Treasures week)
Kettle Mania Kettle Corn
Valhalla Ridge Farm
Big Dipper Bee Company

Down To Earth Designs
Veronica’s Poticas & Jams
Buns-to-Go, CJ Ranch, Flint Creek 3D
Indian Tacos & Other Good Things to Eat
by Corinna Lyons

Hosted By Ryan’s Rustic PYAN'S
Cabin Shop USif\l'llﬁ NG
3393 Hwy 53! orr 1@& l'u‘nzl'uu'; Inc

218-757-3329 Office + 218-391-2367 Cell
Instagram: @ryansrusticrailings
Facebook: www.facebook.com/rusticcabinsshop

event which has started a
community, especially for
people in the Iron Range
area, to celebrate their
fandoms and meet with
fellow enthusiasts both
in their area and those
attending from areas out-
side of the Iron Range.
“The crew has been
working real hard and
are excited for this year’s
event!” said Richelle
Cole, Range FanCon
committee member and

vendors and a larger
capacity, event runners
are anticipating an in-
creased attendance from
last year’s 500 attendees
at the 2023 debut event.
This year’s Range
FanCon has received
sponsorships so far from
CTC, Virginia Coop
Credit Union, and Dis-
cover the Range which
has significantly helped in
their ability to potentially
upstage last year’s perfor-

mance.
Attendees can expect
more cosplay competi-
tions and specialized ven-
dors from across Minne-
sota as well as light saber
battles from The Saber
Legion, Axe throwing
with Forge Social Haus,
tournament style gaming
competitions, and a vari-
ety of panels. Attendees
may also purchase tick-
ets to the Sunday VIP
breakfast where they can

If you would
like to sponsor Range
FanCon 2024 contact
Ceasar Ortega at ceasa-
ro@rangefancon.com.
To sign up as a vendor/
panelist, contact richel-
lec@rangefancon.com or
joer@rangefancon.com!
For more information,
check out the website at
https://rangefancon.com/
or Instagram, Facebook,
or Discord.

DULUTH - The Min-
nesota Dental Association
and the Minnesota Dental
Foundation are proud to
announce the upcoming
Minnesota Mission of
Mercy (MnMOM) event.
This two-day free den-
tal clinic will take place
on June 7 and 8, 2024, at
the Duluth Entertainment
and Convention Center
(DECC).

The Mission of Mer-
cy initiative aims to bring
free dental care to those
in need. Dental profes-
sionals, volunteers, and

HEALTH CARE
Mission of Mercy to provide free dental care in Duluth, June 7-8

community partners will
come together to pro-
vide services, including
cleanings, fillings, root
canals on select teeth,
extractions, children’s
dentistry, oral hygiene
instruction, and a limit-
ed amount of temporary
partial dental applianc-
es. This event is a lifeline
for individuals who lack
dental insurance or have
faced barriers to access-
ing dental care.

Clinic dates are June
7-8 at the DECC. Dental
professionals and commu-

NORTHWOODDS PARTNERS

HEALTHY AGING EXPO
For the Health of it!

... An event dedicated to
Older Adults’ Healthy Lifestyles,
Education and Caregiver Support

9:00 am to 3:30 pm

THURSDAY,
MAY 30™

Grand Ely Lodge

FREE

Includes
light

Lunch

Presenters and Topics:
* Angela Lunde, Understanding your Risk of Alzheimer’s «
* Molly Edwards, Mental Health and Aging *
* Georgia Lane, Age-Friendly MN ¢
« Jess Langer, Planning Ahead «
* Kristen Parendo, Having Control Over your Affairs ¢
+ EBCH, Outpatient Services, Healthcare Hot Topics *
* EBCH, Heart Health Meds & Cardiac Rehab ¢

Presenters and topics are subject to change,

=5CH

HTIENSON

nity members interested
in volunteering can regis-
ter at www.mndental.org/
events/mission-of-mercy.

There is no advance
sign-up and patients will
be seen on a first-come,
first-served basis. Doors
will open at 5:30 a.m.
Early arrival is encour-
aged, as patients will be
accepted until capacity
is reached each day. A
parent or guardian must
accompany children un-
der 18. Patients will be
given a registration and
release form to complete
and undergo a brief health
screening. There will be
no photo identification,
social security number,

extractions of unexposed
wisdom teeth, and dental
implants will not be pro-
vided.

MnMOM is entirely
volunteer-run and dona-
tion-based. Monetary and
in-kind gifts are critical
to ensuring its success.
To help cover necessary
dental equipment and
supplies,  pharmaceuti-
cals, and food costs for
this event, over $250,000
in cash and in-kind dona-
tions are needed. To make
a contribution visit www.
mndental.org/about/foun-
dation/give.

For more information,
visit www.mndental.org/
events/mission-of-mercy.

or any other personal
documentation required.
Full dentures, root ca-
nals on molars, crowns,

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Real Estate

+ General Questions

« Buying/Selling

- Easements

« Contract for Deed

« Property Line Problems

- Road Maintenance/Assoc.
* Litigation

Minnesota State Bar Association

Certified & Specialist

Real Property Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221

877-365-3221 Toll-free * 218-365-5866 Fax
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by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- “We
are going to zip right through
here tonight,” said Greenwood
Chair Lois Roskoski optimis-
tically at the beginning of the
May 14 town board meeting.
And while the meeting did not
exactly zip along, the board did
complete the agenda by 9 p.m.,
a slight improvement from the
April meeting, which lasted
more than three hours before
members adjourned without
completing their agenda.

Once again, the town hall
was mostly full, with at least 40
in the audience when the meet-
ing began. And once again, the
normal regular financial busi-
ness took longer than expected.

Treasurer Jeff Maus and
Roskoski again sparred over
the history of the township’s
accounting, and financial re-
porting issues that have yet to
be resolved with the changeover
of the township clerk, and both
brought up inaccuracies in the
current recordkeeping.

Both Roskoski, who had
been working with new clerk
Debby Spicer, and Maus said
they were having trouble getting
data from each other.

Roskoski again requested
changes to how the treasurer
submits monthly reports to the
board, as well as a budget-to-ac-
tual-spending report for the first
quarter.

“You two came in,” Maus
said, “and you had your own
way of doing things.”

“We are off to a rocky start
here,” said Maus. “We need to
heal our communication. If you
need something, call me and
ask. Nobody talked to me about
how the office had been run-
ning. This is something we have
to work on.”

Maus said he wondered if
Roskoski, whose previous expe-
rience was with the city of Vir-
ginia, was expecting the town-
ship treasurer to have the same
duties as a city treasurer.

“The treasurer in a township
doesn’t usually do planning,” he
said. The duties of a township

TOWNSHIP UPDATES

Greenwood still wrangling over treasurer reports

Two new members for fire department and interim fire and EMS captains hired

ceiving monies belonging to the
township and paying it out only
upon the lawful order of the
town or its officers, along with
preserving all financial records.

The  treasurers  report
showed a total balance of town-
ship funds of $630,298 at the
end of April. The motion to
approve the treasurer’s report
passed 4-1, with Supervisor
Paul Skubic voting against.

Questions also came up on
the claims for the month. Maus
told Roskoski the past practice
had always been to wait as long
as possible to post the claims
report, so that as many bills as
possible are received and can
be approved for payment at the
monthly meetings.

Maus said he was doing
reports the way he had for the
past two years. But Roskoski
said she wanted the information
available as part of the meeting
packet, so things like the claims
could be reviewed before the
meeting night.

“People have been signing
claims right before the meeting
for years,” Maus noted.

The motion to approve
claims totaling $35,839.78
passed 3-2, with Roskoski and
Skubic voting no. The claims
included $26,025 to the city of
Tower for the 2024 ambulance
subsidy payment. Roskoski
wanted to delay that payment
because the ambulance subsidy
agreement had only been ap-
proved by the Tower City Coun-
cil the day before.

Pickleball

The town board approved a
contract, drawn up by the town-
ship attorney, with the Lake Ver-
milion Pickleball Association,
which outlines how the town-
ship will pay the $24,999 it has
committed towards the project.
Detailed plans for the court con-
struction are in place. The pads
for the court will go in at the
same time the parking lot is re-
surfaced. And committee mem-
bers are hopeful the fencing and
the rest of the court work will be

Township Road 4136

Supervisor Rick Stoehr
asked the board to have the
township attorney work with the
board to develop a process to
let the township assess proper-
ty owners along the road for the
needed improvements, to bring
the road up to a standard where
St. Louis County would agree to
provide plowing services.

Skubic said he didn’t think
the township was “at that point
yet.”

Roskoski said the township
still hadn’t determined if the
road should be blacktopped or
turned back to gravel (a less ex-
pensive option).

The motion failed with only
Stoehr voting in favor. Super-
visor John Bassing abstained,
since he owns property along
the road.

Skubic said he had met with
Mesabi Bituminous, which is
resurfacing the parking lot, to
review the potholes on Twp.
Rd. 4136. The contractor gave
an estimate of $4,250 to fill the
potholes, which could be done
at the same time they work on
the parking lot. The board ap-
proved having the work done at
the quoted cost.

Paved trail

The board approved an of-
fer from Linda Smith to repaint
and repair the sign along the
Greenwood paved trail at no
cost to the township.

The board took no action on
the offer by Mesabi Bituminous
to repair several sections of and
resurface the entire paved trail
for $75,000.

“Personally, I don’t think
the trail is that bad now,” said
Skubic, but he noted that the bad
spots are not going to get any
better over time. Currently, the
township has $20,000 set aside
for trail maintenance, by adding
$2,000 a year to the fund. Res-
ident Lee Peterson wondered if
the township should start setting
aside twice that amount to ac-
count for future repairs.

Fire Department

The board approved hiring
two new department members,
Dean and Tammy Dowden. Both
are EMTs, but they will join the
department as EMRs. Dean will
also be a firefighter, having pre-
viously been a member of the
Eagles Nest Fire Department.

The board also approved
two new job descriptions for
captain positions for both fire
and EMS. This move will help
with fire department succession,
Maus noted, because the two
will be trained to perform many
management duties. The posi-
tions will be posted internally
for 25 days. In the meantime,
the board approved appointing
Brian Trancheff as interim fire
captain, and David DeJoode as
the interim EMS captain. Pay
for both positions has been ini-
tially set at $300 per month.
Maus said the two have been
performing the new job duties
for the last few months.

The board also approved
$1,191 for repairs to one of the
engines on fire boat one, $380
to repair two propellors, and
$4,046 (plus any travel costs)
for repairs on fire engine one
and tender three. Fire engine one
needs new gauges installed. The
board also approved spending
some of the DNR grant dollars
awarded last year on upgrading
the lighting on fire boats one and
two. The department received a
$5,000 matching grant from the
DNR last year. Funds have also
been used for wildland firefight-
ing equipment, and new helmets
and goggles.

Other business

In other business, the town
board:

> Approved hiring Mike
Nystrom to video town board
meetings at a cost of $145 per
meeting. Roskoski said this
would include transparency
and accountability for the town
board. Nystrom said the vid-
eos could be broadcast live on
Facebook, or made available
shortly after the meeting on-

Bassing voting against, noting
the cost.

> At the request of Bassing,
the town board unanimously ap-
proved accepting the provisions
of the state data practices act.
This act automatically applies to
cities and metro-area townships.
Bassing noted this will help the
township with some grant appli-
cations. “This sends a message
that we are transparent,” Bass-
ing said. “It shows we can pro-
vide information to people the
same as a city.”

» Heard that Maus has ap-
pointed JoAnn Bassing as dep-
uty treasurer, noting she had
worked closely with him the last
two years and understood the
job duties.

» Heard a question from a
resident about the progress of
the broadband internet installa-
tion. Board member Craig Gil-
bert said he had talked to Randy
Long, the project’s manager,
who said they are hoping to have
the project completed this sum-
mer. Maus said he talked with
a crew doing the archeological
survey, who said the survey was
completed and now needed ap-
proval by the state, which would
take about a month. The survey,
which was required prior to dig-
ging new lines, delayed the proj-
ect last year.

» Approved a request from
Bassing to amend the April
minutes to include Bassing’s
reasoning for voting no on the
pickleball donation.

> Approved the purchase
of two additional security cam-
eras from Perpich TV at a cost
of $1,690 including installation.
Bassing voted against the mo-
tion, noting the township needed
a policy stating how this infor-
mation is used, who has access,
and other issues. The board also
voted to resume operation of the
existing four security cameras.

> Accepted the low quote
from A-Z Property Manage-
ment for lawn mowing services
at a cost of $250 per mow.

» Approved purchasing a
$75 ad sponsor package from
the Tower News.

treasurer are outlined in state done by late fall. line. The board approved doing
statute, and mainly involve re- this through the end of the year
on a 3-2 vote, with Stoehr and

WE NEED LISTINGS!

218-666-5352

Trail. $249,000 MLS#146139

Contact us for a free
property valuation

info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

COOK Business opportunity waiting for your fin-
ishing touches! 4,800 sq ft bldg that can be made
into anything you want. 15+ acres with well and
compliant septic. Located near Lake Vermilion,
golf course, Cook, and Arrowhead Snowmobile

NEW LISTING This 2 BR, 2 BA one-level home
on Deer Lake with western views and spectac-
ular sunsets. 312 ft of sand bottom lksh and 2.8
acres. Heated attached garage, pole bldg, RV
hookup, power down at the dock and much more!
$425,000 MLS# 146634

P\ VERMILION

J

Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower * Virginia
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== RE/MAX

we 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Lake Country

Orr-$349,900 5 BR, 5 BA home with attached
2-car garage on 15.9 acres. Home is currently set
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Politicians for sale

Trump’s promises to Big Oil in exchange
for campaign cash raise troubling questions

Rarely has a presidential
candidate been so blunt. During
a meeting with some of the coun-
try’s top oil executives at Mar-a-
Lago last month, Donald Trump
reportedly pushed them to raise a
billion dollars to send him back
to the White House.

The payoff? He’d eliminate
dozens of environmental policies
put in place by the Biden admin-
istration to reduce air pollution,
cut greenhouse gas emissions,
limit toxic chemicals and con-
serve wild lands.

President Biden’s policies
are supported by huge majorities
of Americans, most of whom line
up firmly behind cleaner air and
water, protection of public lands,
and fighting climate change. But
such policies have been a nui-
sance to the well-heeled oil and
gas executives who are lining
up to help fund Trump’s run for
a second term (and a get-out-of-
jail-free card). Trump makes no
secret, of course, of whose side
he’s on and that he views the
presidency in purely transaction-
al terms, so such a blatant quid
pro quo isn’t a surprise. Yet, the
fact that so much of Trump’s
campaign cash ends up in his
own pocket makes his pitch
nearly indistinguishable from a
solicited bribe.

Keep in mind, the oil ex-
ecutives doing the complaining
have been wallowing in money.
Over the past two years, under
the Biden administration, com-
panies like Exxon and Chevron
have made near-record profits, in
part due to the impact of the war
in Ukraine as well as continuing
sanctions on Venezuela and Iran,
which continue to limit glob-
al supply. But, as Trump would
no doubt say, you can always be
richer and to hell with the plan-
et. Just tell yourself that climate
change is a hoax, dirty air builds
character, and endangered spe-
cies should pull themselves up
by their bootstraps.

Some of Biden’s critics are
trying to blame his environmen-
tal policies for gas prices that
have risen since the early days
of the pandemic, even though
they’ve dropped since the peaks
in 2023.

The fact is, despite the Biden
administration’s progress on en-
vironmental protection, oil pro-
duction in the U.S. is booming.
Indeed, oil production is not only
higher under Biden than at any
point during the Trump admin-
istration, it is higher than ever
recorded in any country at any
time in history. Which makes the

point that the U.S. isn’t going
to produce its way to lower gas
prices.

Keep in mind, that’s not
American oil coming out of the
ground in North Dakota, Texas,
or California. Once produced,
its owned by the oil companies
of the world and they don’t give
American consumers a discount
just because it’s extracted here.
Oil is a global commodity and
the geopolitics are complex and
are certainly not dictated from
the White House anymore.

Trump says if elected, he’ll
“drill, baby, drill,” but Trump
says a lot of things that aren’t
true, and this is one of them. The
president doesn’t drill for oil, nor
does the administration. The fed-
eral government sells leases for
oil and gas drilling and the oil
companies get around to drill-
ing on those leases when they
feel it’s most profitable— and
thousands of those leases sit un-
tapped to this day. The oil sector
has finally learned over the years
that bringing a whole lot of new
capacity online whenever the
price rises serves only to drive
down the oil price, and oil profits
along with it.

In either case, federal lands
only comprise about ten percent
of the land leased for oil and gas
drilling. The vast majority of
federal leases are on private land.

Here’s a reality check: elect-
ing Trump won’t cut two cents
off the price of gas at the pump.
Issuing more leases as thousands
of leases already issued sit un-
used won’t boost oil production
in the U.S. Promising to “drill,
baby, drill” may elicit cheers at
a Trump rally, but it’s as empty
as all the other promises Trump
made and then ignored over the
years.

But by kowtowing to the
Exxons and Chevrons of the
world, Trump is helpfully re-
minding us what it’s like to have
a president who is for sale. If
he’s willing to do the oil indus-
try’s bidding for money, whose
other interests is he willing to
serve for the next payoff? Trump
made it clear in his first term
that he viewed the office of the
presidency as his, not the na-
tion’s. Like Trump bibles, Trump
steaks, and Trump sneakers, it’s
just another over-hyped product
to be sold to the highest bidder.
Anyone who believes America’s
interests will be part of the cal-
culation, should start actually lis-
tening to what Donald Trump is
saying. It’s scary.

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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The “doughnut”
economy

Kate Raworth, an En-
glish economist, describes
“good life” economics as a
“doughnut economy.” Her
big picture view challenges
linear, ‘“bottom-line,” end-
less-growth economics with
a sustainable circular sys-
tem that nurtures all human
beings.  Systems thinking
requires ethics in building a
fair and regenerative econ-
omy allowing everyone to
thrive.

Beginning with the In-
dustrial Revolution, human
activity has  significantly
overloaded the environment
to bring about consequenc-
es that threaten our very ex-
istence.  Proactive human
behavior is long overdue to
redirect us from ecological
collapse to one that restores,
regenerates and renews our
relationship to Mother Earth.
Clear and obvious; we are
not above, nor separate from,
but part of nature.

Economics that disre-
gards Earth’s ecological bal-
ance and the well-being of
its inhabitants has outlived
its usefulness. A self-con-
tained market system that
worships and enables ad-
diction to endless growth is
destructive to planetary and
human well-being.  Eco-
nomics, narrowly defined as
a mechanical marketplace of
supply and demand must be
redesigned by dynamic and
complex systems thinking.

Economic systems, cre-
ations of human imagination,
can be reordered to be dis-

tributive and regenerative by
design. Two concentric cir-
cles form a doughnut shape,
a Goldilocks Zone between
those circles, provides a “safe
and just space for humani-
ty” to thrive. Going beyond
the outer ring, overshooting
Earth’s carrying capacity,
degrades the environment to
endanger planetary life. In-
equality and human depriva-
tion weakens the social foun-
dation allowing too many to
fall outside the inner ring into
the “doughnut hole.”

Our economy, a social
system (not a natural sys-
tem), designed for accumu-
lating wealth for the few,
is blind to the injustice of
human deprivation and eco-
logical degradation. End-
less growth, externalities,
extraction and depletion are
the outcomes of an economy,
highly centralized with the
1-percent “lording over” the
99-percent. The “doughnut”
metaphor suggests an econo-
my of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people.

Harold Honkola

Stillwater

Too many
underappreciate the
damage a second
Trump presidency

could do

About ten years ago Erik
Larson, a nonfiction author
penned a book called “In the
Garden of the Beasts.”

It is a history of the
American ambassador to
Germany in the 1930s and
his response to Adolf Hitler.

The ambassador seemed to
underappreciate the poten-
tial evil of Hitler who would
thrust the world into chaos
and World War.

It seems to me that many
in our region have underap-
preciated Donald Trump and
the dangers he could unleash
upon the United States and
the world. We must take him
at his word for he has pledged
to suspend the United States
Constitution on day one after
pledging to uphold the Con-
stitution at the inauguration.

Further, Trump has
promised to set up deporta-
tion centers and bypass im-
migration laws, only after
defeating the best bipartisan
bill solving the immigra-
tion mess that Congress had
wanted to fix. As well, he
has threatened the press and
media unfriendly to him. He
continues to demonize those
who oppose him, such as
calling Democrats “Nazis.”
This is a man who does not
respect our institutions and
acts as if he is above the law.
He has asked the Supreme
Court to make him immune
from accountability for any
presidential acts that a pres-
ident might commit. The best
predictor of future behavior
is past behavior, and the riot
and coup planned on Jan. 6,
2021, should make any voter
vote for the alternative. He is
a clear and present danger to
our democracy. We said “no
to King George on July 4,
1776.

Rev. Charles D. Barnes

Aurora

COMMENTARY

There is hope where there is help

I found out
my mom was an
alcoholic  when
I was 17 years
old. That was
devastating, but
eventually shed
some enlighten-
ment for me on
our household
dysfunctions. 1
shouldn’t have

"~ BETTY
FIRTH

was normal to
have a dozen
liquor bottles
on hand along
with  many
after-dinner
liqueurs. I
thought ev-
ery teenager
would natu-
rally know the
difference be-

been surprised,
since I grew up in an alco-
hol-soaked environment,
but that was the norm,
and alcoholism was nei-
ther acknowledged nor
discussed. My parents
had a fully-stocked liquor
cabinet, and socializing
with friends always meant
drinking, whether it was a
weekend party, golf out-
ing, or bridge club, along
with a daily ritual of eve-
ning cocktails. I thought it

tween creme
de menthe and Kabhlda,
how to make a dry mar-
tini, and be able to iden-
tify drinks I served to the
adults. We rarely had beer
or wine (which I thought
of as intense grape juice,
not even really alcohol),
but my best friend’s fa-
ther drank beer, and I
just thought he wasn’t as
classy as my parents.

I was unaware of Al-
Anon and floundered in

my ignorance and lack of
support about Mom’s con-
dition. Although empa-
thetic, I was embarrassed
by her, ashamed for her,
and angry at my father
for abandoning her and
me emotionally and later,
physically. Most distress-
ing was being clueless
about how to help her.
Like many in that pre-
dominantly white, middle
class, Chicago suburb, I
thought alcoholism was
the affliction of winos fall-
ing into gutters, and we
didn’t even have gutters
in our neighborhood. The
uninformed and biased at-
titudes of our country as
a whole delayed serious
research into addictive be-
havior, because it was re-
garded as a character flaw
and moral failing.

Lack of true under-

standing about addictions
and the interconnection
with mental health is still
an obstacle to implement-
ing effective solutions
that would provide the
supports needed. Those
with deep pockets have
a lot of options, but for
those with little money or
support from family and
friends, the obstacles are
huge. Addictive behavior
can be changed, but it’s
not easy, and the chanc-
es for long-term recovery
are dramatically improved
with adequate, supportive
resources. And yet, ac-
cording to the 2022 U.S.
National Survey on Drug
Use and Health, 94 per-
cent of people aged 12 or
older with a substance use
disorder did not receive
any treatment, and most
did not think they needed

treatment.

A friend, who is in re-
covery with a year’s sobri-
ety, first tried to quit on her
own with family support.
She realized she needed
inpatient treatment, where
hearing everyone’s stories
helped her understanding
of the addictions and chal-
lenges they all faced. She
said, “People can be very
vulnerable and still feel
safe,” which she continues
to experience in 12-step
meetings. She said, “I met
weekly on Zoom with my
family for months, attend-
ed several 12-step meet-
ings a week, and shared
my story with friends. I
continue to meet weekly
with my wise, wonderful,
sponsor, and I couldn’t
have done it without all
that incredible support.”

Professionals in the

field have long acknowl-
edged that alcohol and
substance (drug) abuse is
a disease, but the average
lay person may still be
holding on to old biases
and the resulting stigma,
perhaps thinking, “Yeah,
but really, it just takes
some will power, doesn’t
it?” It is almost cliche
that  people—including
most of us— are in denial
about our own addictive
behavior: “I’'m not really
addicted to...” (fill in sub-
stance of choice: alcohol,
prescription drugs, illicit
drugs, nicotine, sugar, caf-
feine...and behaviors such
as shopping, sleeping, re-
lationships, and work). “I
can stop anytime. I can
do it on my own. I'll just

See HOPE..pg. 5
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Paved shoulder
improvements to

Hwy. 115

Thanks for David Col-
burn’s road project report
in last week’s paper. I'd

like to add one thing that is of in-
terest concerning CSAH 115/77.
Hwy. 77, from the Y Store
to the beginning of Hwy.

115 in  Greenwood, was
built with eight-foot paved
shoulders, making it quite
safe for foot and bike

traffic. Hwy. 115, from Green-
wood to Cook, was built
with only six-foot paved
shoulders. Last summer, 1
spoke with Commission-
er Paul McDonald about the
possibility of widen-
ing the 115 shoulders for
safety’s  sake. He  liked
the idea and brought it to
the Public Works  Dept.
for consideration and
got a positive result. Paul
asked that  the Green-
wood Town Board pass a
motion of support for the up-
grade and send it along to
him. The town board voted
unanimously in favor of it.
The result will be an up-
grade to seven-and-a-half-foot

paved shoulders on Hwy.
115, making it much saf-
er to walk and bike all
the way to Cook. It’s re-
ally a nice route through
the countryside, with
no big challenging hills
to contend with. Paul Mc-
Donald’s  quick help to

make it safer is appreciated.
Lee Peterson
Greenwood Township

Biden and his lies
Biden handlers avoid-
ed interviews with journalists
willing to ask tough questions.
NY Post editorial board wrote,
“Wednesday’s chat with CNN’s

Letters from Readers

Erin Burnett shows why. In a
brief 17 minutes, Biden told 15
lies, nearly a lie a minute. From
whoppers about the economy to
prevarications on Israel, Biden
spun a fantasyland of a presi-
dency that voters know is false.”
Propaganda lies.

NY Post’s editorial board
wrote, “Are other world leaders
really pulling Biden aside after
his nap and saying ‘democracy
is at stake’ if he loses? Give us
a break.”

Biden claimed inflation
was 9 percent when he took
office when in fact it was only
1.4 percent. Biden’s inflation
numbers do not include gas and
food! When asked how inflation
affects Americans, Biden re-
sponded, “People have money
to spend ... They’re personally
in good shape.” Demented or
delusional?

CNN reported, “Biden’s
claim of 15 million jobs be-
ing created in the U.S. during
his administration is correct,
but it lacks the context that so
many jobs were temporarily lost
during the Covid-19 pandemic,”
due to Democrat mandates! Ly-
ing by omission. CBS reports
one in five of those jobs are tak-
en by illegal aliens.

The Post’s editorial
board said “he created noth-
ing” and accused Biden of ly-
ing about former President
Trump losing more jobs than
he created, which they called a
“corollary lie.”

Biden went to a holocaust
memorial, then the next day
he pulled congressionally ap-
proved arms and munitions
to Israel needed to eradicate
Hamas terrorists. Genocide Joe
is pandering to Hamas terrorist
loving Democrat voters who
chant death to America and
killing all Jews from the river
to the sea while screwing the
only democratic country in the
region. Starting with the disas-
trous Afghan withdrawal, Biden

is orchestrating a master class
on foreign policy blunders.
Mike Banovetz
Ely

Hydrogen has
tremendous
potential for energy

Hydrogen is the most
abundant element in our uni-
verse. Many people thought
that hydrogen was only found
in compound form, such as in
water. Recently, however, nat-
urally formed hydrogen was
found in reservoirs in Mali and
France. Subsequently, hydro-
gen is anticipated to be found
in at least a half dozen countries
and in Nebraska and Arizona. It
is expected that a lot more geo-
logical hydrogen sites will be
discovered in the future.

“Manufactured” hydrogen
separates its compound element
such as water into hydrogen and
oxygen. It is a costly operation,
and the process often uses natu-
ral gas that releases greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere. In
contrast, natural hydrogen does
not require processing for it to
be used as a greenhouse emis-
sions-free fuel.

Hydrogen is presently being
used in Europe and elsewhere
throughout the world to power
automobiles (15,000 in U.S.),
trucks, buses, ships, airplanes,
rockets, trains, construction and
farm equipment and even golf
carts. A recent hydrogen pow-
ered passenger train established
a record of pollution-free travel
distance of 1,741 miles without
refueling or recharging.

Unfortunately, oil compa-
nies have continued to concen-
trate on financing the expansion
of carbon petroleum products
instead of shifting the focus to
hydrogen in a meaningful effort
to develop hydrogen as a prima-
ry energy source.

Fortunately, politicians or

Congress will not have to legis-
late or subsidize the companies
to shift their focus to hydrogen.
Economics will be the determin-
ing factor. Natural or white hy-
drogen, as it is referred to, will
be competitively cheaper than
petroleum products because it
can be used directly in its nat-
ural state and does not require
costly refining that is necessary
for producing gasoline.

Unlike solar and wind pow-
er that are unreliable for contin-
uous fuel power and necessitate
battery backups, hydrogen can
be stored without degradation of
energy over time or temperature
changes that can significantly
reduce batteries’ effectiveness.

In some countries hydrogen
is already being consumer mar-
keted at existing fueling stations
alongside gasoline pumps. Hy-
drogen can be transported by ret-
rofitted pipelines, ships, trains,
or trucks to retail destinations.

Natural occurrence of hy-
drogen originates when sub-
terranean heated water comes
in contact with iron-rich rock
which essentially rusts, form-
ing iron oxides, leaving behind
hydrogen. (There is likely to be
active reservoirs of hydrogen
beneath Ely’s iron-rich rock that
is located above the Mid-con-
tinental Rift System. The Rift
was created by a split in the
Earth’s crust occurring about
1.1 billion years ago.) Accord-
ing to the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, hydrogen deposits can pro-
vide continuous clean energy
for hundreds of years because
the source of hydrogen ener-
gy is still being replenished by
constantly flowing into existing
reservoirs due to the earth’s heat
dynamics and formation.

Our aging vulnerable na-
tional grid system will unlikely
be able to provide continuously
reliable and viable electric ser-
vice when the almost 300 mil-
lion U.S. registered vehicles are
replaced with electric grid pow-

ered vehicles.

Will the utilities be able to
upgrade, increase their capacity,
and finance the additional bur-
den of the transportation needs,
in a timely manner? According
to Canary Media, “A mountain
of solar, storage, and wind proj-
ects are waiting for permission
to plug into the grid. The inter-
connection queue is now double
the size of the entire U.S. grid. In
2015, a typical project took
three years to make it through
the queue. In 2023, it took five
years. These new demands will
require acquiescence of many
and very diverse stakeholders
including the NIMBYS.

There are many new start-
up companies that have as their
sole purpose to find and develop
natural hydrogen energy. This
clean energy can be used not
only for transportation, but also
power for stationary needs in
homes, office buildings, facto-
ries, warehouses, data centers,
and utilities.

It may take a while to de-
termine whether hydrogen can
become the major contributor
to the reduction of fossil fuels
emissions, but there is more
than just hope because very
large resources of private cap-
ital and brainpower are being
focused on overcoming possible
obstacles to activate the benefits
of hydrogen. On the other hand,
the continuation of the status
quo will assuredly lead our
planet towards extreme heat, di-
sasters, and rising sea levels.

Maybe in the future a small,
self- powered hydrogen electro-
lyzer (splits water into hydrogen
and oxygen) might be devel-
oped to operate in cars and oth-
er forms of transportation using
water as the fuel.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

HOPE...cont from page 4

cut back. I don’t need any
treatment, therapy, or help
from people or programs.
I’m doing just fine,” as we
reach for another bottle of
beer, pill, or candy bar.

Advancements in
brain research have in-
creased the understanding
of what addictive sub-
stances are specifically
doing to our brains that
cause addiction and make
recovery difficult. I think
this deepening under-
standing of the process,
beyond using the gener-
ic term of “disease,” will
help people realize that
addiction is not a character
flaw or personal failure,
but a way that our bodies
react to certain substanc-
es, and that some people
are more susceptible than
others; 10-15-percent of
the population are con-
sidered to have addictive
tendencies.

The National Insti-
tutes of Health/National
Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIH/NIDA) website
states, “As a result of sci-
entific research, we know
that addiction is a medical
disorder that affects the
brain and changes behav-
ior. Addiction is defined as
a chronic, relapsing disor-
der characterized by com-
pulsive drug seeking and
use despite adverse con-
sequences. Brain imaging
studies of people with
addiction show physical
changes in areas of the
brain that are critical to
judgment, decision-mak-
ing, learning, memory,
and behavior control.
These changes help ex-
plain the compulsive na-
ture of addiction.”

Research has identi-
fied many of the biologi-
cal and environmental risk
factors and are searching
for the genetic variations
that contribute to this dis-
order in order to develop
effective prevention and
treatment approaches.
Treatment enables people

to counteract the disrup-
tive effects on their brain,
behavior, and loss of con-
trol in their lives.

The cost to our-
selves, our families, and
communities is stunning
when you wrap your mind
around the realities. In
2021, 16.7-percent of the
population over 12 bat-
tled a substance use dis-
order. That’s one in every
six people, so one-sixth
of our population is ad-
versely affected by sub-
stance use, with a ripple
effect to all those around
them. That means they
are probably doing poorly
in school or work, hav-
ing difficulty maintain-
ing healthy relationships,
spending a lot of money to
feed their addictions, and
performing more poorly
as a community mem-
ber than they would be if
they were clean and sober.
There is also an incalcula-
ble cost to those affected
by the often devastating
side effects—partners,
children, parents, siblings
and other family mem-
bers, co-workers, as well
as random strangers who
become victims in crimes
or accidents.

How could our com-
munities  benefit from
providing adequate sup-
ports for prevention and
recovery? In addition to
improving the lives of the
people with a substance
disorder and all those in
their sphere, our commu-
nities gain a productive,
tax-paying citizen who
will hopefully engage in
constructive activities
and lend a hand to oth-
ers who could use some
help. Research shows that
communities with better
resources experience re-
duced crime rates, less re-
liance on law enforcement
and emergency services,
higher property values,
and improved connec-
tions between community
members.

How can we do that
here? The need is greater
in our rural communities
and resources are in short
supply, a sad statement for
the state nicknamed “The
Land of 10,000 treatment
centers.” The Ely non-
profit, Well Being Devel-
opment, created in 2010
to address widely unmet
mental health needs on
the northeast Iron Range,
is working hard to make
more community support
a reality. With input from
the community, plans are
underway to create a re-
covery residence for lo-
cal residents recovering
from the effects of sub-
stance abuse. In March of
2023, the group received
$134,000 from an opioid
settlement received by St.
Louis County and initiat-
ed research into proven,
cost-effective  interven-
tions that could be imple-
mented in Ely.

I spoke with Nels
Pierson, who is on the Well
Being Development board
and advisory council for
the transitional housing
facility. He shared his own
experiences as a person in
recovery in sober hous-
ing after he completed
treatment, saying that he
doesn’t believe he would
have made it without that
structure, accountability,

and support. The facility
had rules and agreements
that were not negotiable,
such as attending 12-step
meetings at least three
days a week, being in the
facility at night, having
a paid or volunteer job,
and obviously, not using
illegal drugs or alcohol.
Counseling was available
to residents as well as
appropriately prescribed
medication for depression
and other physical and
mental health issues.

Asked what was most
helpful about that struc-
ture, he responded that
it was a safe place to be,
insulated from the world’s
stresses and temptations.
“I needed the slow pace
of getting back into so-
ciety, living in recovery.
I felt that I was a part of
something bigger; that if
I didn’t keep my agree-
ments, I would be letting
down not just myself, but
the other residents and the
program itself.”

The proposed sober
house in Ely will have
similar agreements and
supports for two to four
rent-paying residents who
have successfully com-
pleted a treatment pro-
gram. The residence will
have an on-site manager
with peer recovery sup-
port training and will also

ware

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

provide a home for North-
ern Lights Clubhouse and
office space for Well Be-
ing Development offices,
including a certified Com-
munity Health Worker
serving as a Pathways to
Wellness Care Facilitator.

May is Mental Health
Awareness month—per-
haps it’s time to give
your own attitudes about
mental health and addic-

tion a wellness check. A
contribution to Well Be-
ing Development would
be a valued step toward
shifting attitudes and im-
proving resources in our
area! Mail a check to Well
Being Development, PO
Box 714, Ely, MN, 55731
or donate online at: www.
wellbeingdevelopment.
org/support-us.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

May 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

TSHS weekly winner
TOWER- The winner
of the Charlemagne’s 52
Club $100 cash prize for
week 42 is Ted Johnson of
East Grand Forks, Minn.

History Tidbit: The
Mother’s Day Fire of 1992
is a true story of person-
al heroism played out
in the midst of the fire’s
fury. DNR and Forest
Service fire crews, vol-
unteer fire departments,
and neighbors all pitched
in to save most of the
homes along County Road
26, Highway 169 and else-
where in the vicinity.

It was Mother’s Day
and the opening weekend
of fishing season. Many
area families had gathered
together to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day and spend time on
the lake. Hundreds of peo-
ple were fishing on Lake
Vermilion and many lake
residents were busy open-
ing their cabins for the sea-
son. It was a perfect day—
warm and sunny.

What folks did not
realize was that persistent
dry conditions in the area
had created an ideal set-
ting for a forest fire, and
an idyllic Mother’s Day
turned into a terrifying day
of disaster. That afternoon,
smoke and fires to the
south and west of Tower
were spotted by fire tower
personnel and the Forestry
Detection Flight. Within
an hour of being reported,
local firefighters and DNR
crews, along with volun-
teers and air support, were
at the scene fighting two
separate forest fires that
would blacken over 7,400
acres.

To be continued...

Bookmobile stops

REGIONAL- The Ar-
rowhead Bookmobile will
be in the Tower-Soudan
area on Wednesdays: May
29, no bookmobile stop in
June, July 10 and 31, Aug.
21, Sept. 11, Oct. 2 and
23, Nov. 13, and Dec. 4,
2024.

Stops include: Britt
(Sand Lake Storage):

9 -9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte
(Boys & Girls Club): 11

- 11:30 a.m.; Greenwood
(Town Hall): 12 -1 p.m.;
Soudan (Post Office area):
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.; Tower
(Civic Center): 3:45 - 4:30
p.m.; and Embarrass
(Hwy 135 & Hwy 21): 5
—6p.m.

For more information
on the Bookmobile or
Mail-A-Book services,
contact the Arrowhead
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.
info. or website at alslib.

TOWER- The Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center is pleased to
host a spectacular show on Satur-
day, May 18 featuring two local
performers, Jeremy Lepak and
Steve Solkela.

Lepak, a local ventriloquist,
will begin the show at 6 p.m.
Lepak has been a professional
ventriloquist for 16 years. He
and his puppets will entertain the
audience with comedy and mu-

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

Lepak and Solkela in concert in Tower on May 18

sic incorporating variety show
charm.

Once again, Steve Solke-
la, “The Funny Finn from Palo,
Minn.” will perform an ac-
tion-packed recital beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Steve is an accom-
plished musician, comedian,
stuntman, opera singer, actor,
and composer known for his
nonsensical sense of humor, cre-
ative mind, and unpredictable

musical combinations. This lo-
cal favorite’s “overpopulated”
one-man band is made up of 14
instruments, some of which are
the accordion, trumpet, cowbell,
train horn, double bass drum
pedal, and one blonde guy who
sings.

Save this date because you
won’t want to miss seeing these
two amazing performers. A free-
will donation will be accepted at

the door. The cultural center is
located on Tower’s Main Street,
across from the fire hall.

The LVCC is dedicated to
community enrichment through
education and the arts by offering
quality programming and provid-
ing opportunities to showcase the
rich cultural heritage of the area.
To learn more about the organi-
zation or to donate, visit vermil-
ionculturalcenter.org.

New playground at McKinley Park Campground

e i b e

Amelie and Owen Zak had a great time checking out the new playground equipment at

R

McKinley Park Campground. The campground also features public docks (launch fee
required) and a public beach and play area. submitted photos

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

BREITUNG TWP-
McKinley Park Campground
has new playground equipment,
thanks to a $20,000 grant re-
ceived from St. Louis County.
The new climber-style structure
features slides along with plen-
ty of fun climbing opportuni-

ties. The equipment was picked
out with help from a few adults
in Soudan who have young
children. The existing swings
are still in place. The play area
also has a thick layer of brand
new woodchips.

“We got the grant with help
from St. Louis County Com-
missioner Paul McDonald,”
said campground manager Su-

sie Chiabotti. “The old play-
ground equipment was here be-
fore we took over managing the
campground 21 years ago.”

Township maintenance
staff plus campground volun-
teers helped put the new play
structure together, to make sure
it was ready for the new camp-
ing and swimming season.

Tower Car Show set for Saturday, May 18

TOWER- The Tower Café
is hosting a day filled with
classic cars, community, and
celebration on May 18, from
11 am. to 1 p.m. in downtown
Tower. Explore a stunning ar-
ray of classic cars, trucks, and
more, as enthusiasts gather to
showcase their prized posses-
sions. Whether you’re a car
aficionado or simply love a
good time, this event is for you!
Entries are available at Tower
Café on the day of the event.
The entry fee is simply a dona-
tion of your choice (i.e. a can of
food, monetary donation, etc.)

for the Tower Area Food Shelf.
Let’s come together to support
our community while admiring
some incredible automobiles.
Please note that in the event
of inclement weather, the car
show will turn into a winter beat-
er show. Rain or shine, we’ll be
out in full force, ready to make
memories and connections.
While you’re here, take a lei-
surely stroll along Main Street
and discover the charm of our
local shops. Many of them
will be open, offering unique
finds and friendly faces.
And of course, don’t forget to

swing by Tower Café for some
delicious lunch and breakfast
options. Whether you’re crav-
ing a hearty meal or a quick
bite, we’ve got you covered.
Let’s make this a day to remem-
ber, filled with laughter, camara-
derie, and the joy of communi-
ty. If any local businesses want
to take part in donating prizes,
please drop them off at the Tow-
er Café. Thanks to UBetcha An-
tiques & Uffda Gifts for the gift
card donation which we will be
using this weekend as one of the
prizes.

Midsummer singers

needed

TOWER- The Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center will be
celebrating the 15th anniversa-
ry of Midsummer concerts with
a tune from each years show
featuring a chorus and soloists,
under the direction of Janice
Kimes, assisted by Larry Reyn-
olds. Come join us for what will
be a memorable, song-filled,
Midsummer birthday party.

Rehearsals at St. Mary’s
Hall will be on Thursday, June

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

13 from 6:30-8 p.m. ; Friday,
June 14 from 2-3:30 p.m.; and
Saturday, June 15 from 10:30
a.m.-12 noon. The performance
will be on Saturday, June 15 at
7:15 p.m. To join the chorus or
for more information, email lar-
ryreynolds52@gmail.com.

Charlelmagne’s Attic

last chance sale

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Historical Society needs to
clean out the inside of the old
fire hall for the interior reno-

Please Donate:
Tower Cemetery Assn.

PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790
THANK YOU!

Published in the Timberjay, May 17, 31, June 7, 21, 28, July 12

vation work planned for this
summer. The group is planning
one final sale on Friday and Sat-
urday, May 24 and 25 from 10
a.m. — 4 p.m., both days. Items
will be priced to move! New to
the sale are mid-century modern
furniture pieces, an antique set-
tee couch and matching chair,
Singer sewing machine in a
cabinet, electric stove, kitchen
and household items, artwork,
and more.

Memorial Day Tribute set

for Monday, May 27

TOWER- Plans are being
finalized for the Tower Soudan
area-wide annual Memorial Day
Tribute to be held on Monday,
May 27, at the Herbert R. Lamp-
pa Civic Center from 10 a.m. to
12 noon. This tribute will honor
the military service and sacri-
fice of our men and women in
uniform, their families at home,
and those who have made the ul-
timate sacrifice for our country.

The names of local Veterans
killed in action and deceased
Veterans will be read. A medley
of patriotic songs will be sung
by the Tower-Soudan Area Sing-
ers under the direction of Rolf
Anderson.

If you know the name of a
recently deceased Veteran whose
name should be added to our roll
call, or if you need to make a
change to last year’s list of Vet-
erans, contact Barb Peyla. Call
or text 218-410-7883 or send an
email to bngpeyla@gmail .com.

The Tower-Soudan Area
Singers will practice on Monday,
May 20, from 5 - 6:30 p.m. in
the music room at the Tower
Elementary School. If you are
interested in joining the singers,
Contact Rolf Anderson at 218-
753-3262. All are welcome.

The program will conclude
with a traditional Memorial Day
wreath placed on a symbolic
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
in a ceremony to be held outside
the Civic Center.

Refreshments provided by
the Tower-Soudan Civic Club
will be served before and fol-
lowing the tribute. Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend
this heartwarming event.

Tower Café Pet Patio
grand opening and pet
adoption event

on Saturday

TOWER- The Tower Café’s
outdoor “pet-friendly” patio will
open on Saturday, May 18. And
Contented Critters, an animal
rescue nonprofit from Ely, will
be there, rain or shine, from 11
a.m.— 1 p.m. with some pets to
meet, and possibly adopt.

If you’re considering adop-
tion, please visit the Contented
Critters website to fill out your
adoption application as soon
as possible, allowing time for
background checks. You can also
reach out to Contented Crit-
ters directly to request specific
animals for a meet and greet.
https://www.contentedcrittersmn.
org/.

In addition to finding forev-
er homes for these furry friends,
Contented Critters has some
urgent needs they’re looking
to address. Even if you’re not
adopting, they would greatly
appreciate monetary or materi-
al donations (please reach out
to them for specific material
requests). Every little bit helps.
For more information about
Contented Critters and their
wonderful program, please visit
their website.

NOTICE

STUNTZ BAY ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING

Friday, May 17
6 PM

Breitung Community Center
Call Dan Wiirre 218-969-6374
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FISHING OPENER

nonprofit resort holds the breakfast pig-out on fishing opener every year. The dining room opened its doors to feed
anglers and other hungry parties at 5 a.m. This year, Ely area businesses donated 30 breakfasts to be given to Veterans.

photo by C. Clark

Ely Memorial High School senior awards

ELY- The Ely Me-
morial High School held
its annual Senior Awards
Day on May 8. The school
presented honor chords to
the following seniors for
graduating with a 3.5 or
better grade point average:

Chase Anderson,
Esther Anderson, Claire
Blauch, Aubree Ger-
lovich, Abigail “Teddy”
Johnson, Grace LaTourell,
Brielle Lindland, Deegan
Richards, Gavin Marshall,
Isabelle Schiltz, Ava Skus-
tad, Leo Stalmer, and Sar-
ah Visser.

Scholarships

The following are
scholarships won by se-
niors:

>» Alworth Memorial
Fund Scholarship: Esther
Anderson and Gavin Mar-

shall
»American  Legion
Auxiliary  Scholarship:
Brielle Lindland
»American Legion

Merit Award: Grace La-
Tourell

» Arrowhead Archery
in Our Schools Schol-
arship: Abigail “Teddy”
Johnson

»Bertha  Bjorkman
Scholarship: Aubree Ger-
lovich and Kiarstin Eaton

»Bill Braun and John
Braun Courage Memorial
Scholarship: Lily Dirks
and Brielle Lindland

>»Ely Alumni Hockey
Association Scholarship:
Deegan Richards and Wes
Sandy

»Ely Area Credit
Union: Brayden Mosher
and Brielle Lindland

»Ely Education As-
sociation: Grace LaTourell

>Ely Educational
Foundation: Grace La-
Tourell and Brielle Lind-
land

»Ely Football Schol-
arship: Deegan Richards

»Ely Hoop Club
Scholarship: Grace La-
Tourell

»Ely Hoop Club
Scholarship: Robert Tow-
ley

>»Ely Nordic Wolves/
Ely Nordic Ski & Bike
Club Scholarship: Claire
Blauch

>»Ely Rotary Scholar-
ship: Grace LaTourell and
Gavin Marshall

>»Ely Rotary Club Gil
Vo-Tech Rotarian Scholar-
ship: Matthew Johnson

>»Employees of the
Kawishiwi Ranger Dis-
trict Scholarship: Rose
Mary Schlosser

>»EMPOWER Bacca-
laureate Scholarship: Es-
ther Anderson

>»EMPOWER Tech-
nical or Associate Degree
Scholarship: Sarah Visser

»Jake Forsman Me-
morial Scholarship: Chase
Anderson, Ty Walker,
Braydin Mosher, Rob-
ert Towley, and Kadein
Zupancich

»Frandsen Bank
Orlo A. Balcer Memorial
Scholarship: Hannah Pen-
ke

»Frandsen Founda-
tion Scholarships: Chase
Anderson, Ian Anderson,
Bryce Ferdig, Matthew
Johnson, Colton Lassi,
Braydin Mosher, Isabelle
Schiltz, Rose Mary
Schlosser, Karissa Steiger,
Robert Towley, Ty Walker,
and Kadein Zupancich

»Claus/Svea Ham-
merstrom  Scholarship:
Sarah Visser

»John Huntbatch
Memorial ~ Scholarship:
Deegan Richards

»Industrial  Educa-
tion Scholarship: Chase
Anderson

»Joey Ivancich Me-
morial Scholarship: Dee-
gan Richards

»Johnson  Brothers
Trade Scholarship: Rob-
ert Towley and Kadein
Zupancich

»Killen Scholarship
Sarah Visser, Brielle Lind-
land, Gavin Marshall,
Grace LaTourell, and
Thomas Homer

»Kiwanis Club of
Ely Scholarship: Grace
LaTourell and Ava Skus-

tad

»Lahtonen Scholar-
ship in Memory of Eugene
and Mary Joan Lahtonen:
Grace LaTourell, Samuel
Leeson, Matthew John-
son, Leo Stalmer

»Lake Country Pow-
er Les Beach Memorial
Scholarship: Sarah Visser

»Mary Lassi Schol-
arship: Aubree Gerlovich

»Renee Lassi Memo-
rial Scholarship: Robert
Towley

»Sylvester J. and
Christine A. Logar Me-
morial Scholarship: Rose
Mary Schlosser and Mat-
thew Johnson

»Merle  Lunceford
Memorial ~ Scholarship:
Brielle Lindland

»Zachary Scott
Matschiner  Scholarship:
Ty Walker

»Frank Sr. & Jose-
phine Osaben Scholar-
ship: Kiarstin Eaton

»Pass Education On
Scholarship: Brielle Lind-
land

»Jim & Betty Povhe
Scholarship: Ty Walker

»Carla Mattson
Quackenbush Scholar-
ship: Samuel Leeson

»Joye Soderberg Me-
morial Scholarship: Drew
Marolt

»VFW Post 2717
Scholarship: Brielle Lind-
land

> Wintergreen North-
ern Wear Award: Ava
Skustad

Ely Educational
Foundation

The following are
named scholarships

awards through the Ely
Educational Foundation:
»Derek & Dana
Banovetz Alumni Scholar-
ship: Rose Mary Schlosser
»Daniel J. Erzar Me-
morial Scholarship: Abi-
gail “Teddy” Johnson
»Ely Fire Depart-
ment Relief Association
Scholarship: Gavin Mar-
shall and Ty Walker
»Dale and Florence

Forsman Memorial Schol-
arship: Chase Anderson

»Eldon and Geral-
dine Foster Education
Scholarship: Grace La-
Tourell

»Leona Janezich
“Good Soul” Scholarship:
Grace LaTourell

»Rudy and Dorothy
Marolt Memorial Scholar-
ship: Gavin Marshall

»Morse Fall Lake
Fire Relief Association
Scholarship: Kiarstin Ea-
ton

»James A. and Albert
F. Musich Family Scholar-
ship: Brielle Lindland

>» Anna Rojakov-
ich Scholarship: Isabelle
Schiltz

>» Anne Rozman
Scholarship: Brielle Lind-
land

»John Skantz Me-
morial Scholarship: Lily
Dirks

»Somrock  Family
Scholarship: Grace La-
Tourell

in Ely

Meteologists Bryan Howell (center backgroud) and Linda Engebretson
(far right) from the Duluth office of the National Weather Service (NWS)
came to Ely on Tuesday evening to teach the basic Skywarn Spotter
class. Though in-person classes are over for the year, the NWS has an
online version available on the Duluth office website at weather.gov/dIh/
skywarn. photo by C. Clark

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

» May 21: “Ask-Me-
Anything” with Jessica
Hellmann, Midwest Cli-
mate Adaptation Science
Center

» May 28: Lauren
Bennett McGinty, Exec-
utive Director, Explore
MN Tourism

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©22¢

color enchantment
beauty in the shapes and form

pushing up from earth

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
May is caraway. Pick up
a spice kit with a sample
and recipes at the circula-
tion desk.

The Library Scien-
tists group for grades 4-6
will hold a session on pol-
Iution on Friday, May 24
from 3-4 p.m. The event
will include a hands-on
project. Preregister so the
library can order enough
materials for participants.
Registration is limited to
25.

The library will be
closed on Monday, May
217.

Preschool Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m. All library
events are at the Ely
Public Library at 224 E.
Chapman St., unless oth-

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

erwise noted.

Disc Golf Fundraiser
BABBITT- All are
welcome at a disc golf
tournament on Saturday,
May 18, on the Babbitt
disc golf course. Check-in
starts at noon at the As-
sembly of God Church, 29
Babbitt Rd. The tourna-
ment starts at 1 p.m. The
entry fee is $15 per team,
with two people on each
team. Sign-up to play at
the event. All proceeds
will go to the Northeast
Range Class of 2026.

25th Anniversary

Recital

ELY- Studio North
will hold its 25th anniver-
sary dance recital on May
18 with two performanc-

es at 1 and 5:30 p.m., at
Washington Auditorium,
600 E. Harvey St. Admis-
sion for adults is $12 in
advance or $15 at door,
and for youth is $10 in
advance and $13 at door.
For more information, call
218-365-2493.

Bake Sale

ELY- The Ely Senior
Center, 27 S. First Ave. E.
will hold a bake sale on
Saturday, May 18, from 9
a.m. until noon.

Smokey Bear

ELY- Smokey Bear
will be at the Ely Public
Library, 224 E. Chapman
St., on Monday, May 20,
at 10:30 a.m., giving out
treats to passers-by. The
event will be cancelled

in the event of wildfire,
because Smokey will be
busy fighting it.

New Homeowners

Class

ELY- Ely Continuing
Education will present
a homeowners buying
class taught by banker
Tom Omerza on May 29,
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The
class will be in the Ely
School District Media
Center, 600 E. Harvey St.
Enter through door No. 1.
Turn right after the double
doors. The media center is
on the right across from
the new gym. For more in-
formation and to register,
go to ely.k12.mn.us/com-
munityed or call 218-365
6166 ext. 1784.

Ely High School All

Class Reunion

ELY- The Ely High
School All Class Reunion
in honor of 100 years of
the Ely Memorial High
School building will be
June 29-July 6. Informa-
tion and register at elyall-
classreunion.com.

List your event

Do you have an up-
coming Babbitt, Ely, or
Winton event? Email
event details, location,
time, place and event
cost to catie.timberjay@
gmail. com by close-of
business on the Tuesday
the week before the event
takes place for a free no-
tice.

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-2 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS -7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wellbeing Development,
St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 712 S. Central
Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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ORR- Approval of
bids for the pavement
crack sealing project at
the Orr Airport was on the
Orr Council’s agenda on
Monday, but they ended
up getting a full update
on airport improvements
from Bollig Engineering’s
Aviation Division Lead
and Architect Angela
Holm.

Of the three bids re-
ceived for the project,
the lowest was submit-
ted by Wisconsin-based
Fahrner Asphalt Sealers,
who works on pavement
maintenance projects in a
six-state region. The com-
pany’s bid of $89,892 was
about $157,000 less than
the engineering estimate
of $247,000.

“They’re a contrac-
tor that we’ve had on our
projects multiple times
— they have a good repu-
tation and we’re comfort-
able with them,” Holm
said. “We did check — as
part of our due diligence,
we call that low bid-
der and ask are you sure
you’re comfortable with

your bid? Are you really
sure? And they said yes,
absolutely. We were on
the site. We looked at the
cracks. We don’t think it’s
a $200,000 job.”

While the savings
over the original estimate
are considerable, they
won’t have an impact on
the city’s tight budget sit-
uation. Holm noted that
the project is being done
at no cost to the city, as
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will
pay for 90 percent of the
cost, with MnDOT and the
Department of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilita-
tion will split the remain-
ing 10 percent.

After the bid was
unanimously approved by
the council, Holm moved
on to an update for the fuel
system replacement proj-
ect. She said they were
“very, very close to com-
plete.”

“They salvaged all
the old systems that they
could, and to save they
transferred in into the new
tanks,” Holm said.

The crew working on
the project did have to or-
der a new pump that pulls

ORR CITY COUNCIL

Cost-free airport upgrades reviewed by Orr council

water out of the fuel sys-
tem, Holm said, and she
reported that the new card
reader payment system
would be up and running
within a day. They were
also able to salvage 800
gallons of low-lead fuel
and 1,400 gallons of jet A
fuel.

“Again, this is a re-
ally nice project for the
city, it’s 100 percent paid
by somebody else,” Holm
said. “It’ll just be a few
weeks before it’s totally
done.”

The third project
Holm discussed is called
a PAPI and REIL replace-
ment project, which deals
with runway lighting.
PAPI, short for precision
approach path indicator,
is a system that provides
guidance to help a pilot
acquire and maintain the
correct approach slope
for landing. REIL, short
for runway end identifier
lights, includes the flash-
ing strobe lights on all four
corners of the runway that
help pilots identify where
the runway is. Holm said
the project was still in the
planning stage, but would
also be completely fund-

ed by other government
sources.

Council member John
Jirik asked Holm about
procedures involved in
disposing of outdated or
defunct equipment that
was purchased with FAA
or MnDOT funds.

“We have a truck that
no longer works,” he said,
“What are our options with
that. Is that something that
has to go to them?”

Holm said her under-
standing is that the agen-
cies typically want their
share of the money if
equipment is sold, in pro-
portion to the amount of
money they put in.

“So if you sell it for
$100, $90 has to go to the
FAA and 10 percent or
five percent to the state,”
she said.

Holm volunteered to
review an equipment list if
the city would provide one
to determine what funding
sources were used and
what parameters might
apply to disposing of the
property.

Upcoming  projects
mentioned by Holm in-
cluded replacement of the
outdated weather monitor-

ing system, show removal
equipment, and construc-
tion of new hangars. There
is an annual allotment of
federal dollars coming in
that may support some of
these projects.

In other business, the
council:

>» Approved the re-
newal of  short-term
rentals for Go Big In-
vestments/Skoglund  In-
vestments, with the under-
standing that the approval
is not transferrable to new
owners if the property is
sold.

> Approved the re-
newal of the labor agree-
ment with the Interna-
tional Union of Operating
Engineers Local No. 49.

» Approved an agree-
ment with Voyageurs Na-
tional Park to allow Voya-
geur Trail Society to do
snowmobile trail groom-
ing.

> Approved a resolu-

tion to apply to and accept
funds from the Blandin
Foundation for a fish-
ing pier and the city park
beach. The city could re-
ceive up to $150,000.

»Reviewed a ma-
tured CD from RBC In-

vestment and deferred
action to the next council
meeting.

> Approved advertis-
ing for part-time summer
help at the Tourist Infor-
mation Center.

» Approved the spec-
ifications for a new ambu-
lance and gave permission
for ambulance director
Donna Hoffer to seek bids.
The ambulance would be
paid for out of ambulance
service funds, and is ex-
pected to take almost two
years to be delivered.

»Discussed a request
from maintenance super-
visor Paul Koch to car-
ry over unused vacation
time. That led to a broad-
er discussion of the city’s
use-it-or-lose-it policy and
how exceptions to that are
granted. Council members
expressed interest in do-
ing a payout of $7,721 for
Koch’s accrued time rath-
er than carry it over, and
tabled action on the matter
to the next meeting.

»Received two anon-
ymous donations to the
ambulance service of
$200 each.

OW

These North Woods artists set a record by taking home five Best of
Show awards in this year’s MSHSL Region 7A art competition. From left,
senior Emily Grahn won for ceramics, junior Nia Gaskell won for sculp-
ture, senior Trinity Vidal won for drawing, and senior Ella Smith was a
double winner for printmaking and. mixed media. The quartet went to
the Perpich Center for the Arts on Saturday to receive their trophies. All
North Woods artworks from the regional competition can be viewed at
North Woods Friends of the Arts Gallery in Cook through May 29.

LIONS DONATION
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Cook Lions Club members Steve Kajala and Erin Danielson were
on hand at North Woods School on Tuesday to present the school’s
volleyball team with a donation of $500.

GRIZZLIES SPORTS
Grizzlies compete at Denfield

DULUTH-  North
Woods tracksters com-
peting with the South
Ridge Panthers partici-
pated on Friday in the 15-
team Matt Kero Memori-
al Invitational at Duluth
Denfield High School.

The Panthers fin-
ished well down the team
standings, with the boys
tying for 11th and the
girls tying for 14th.

Stacked up against a
packed powerhouse field,
a few Grizzlies athletes
managed to crack the
ranks of top-20 finishers.

For the boys, Aidan

Hartway placed 17th in
the 100-meters with a
time of 12.5 seconds. Jo-
nah Burnett finished sixth
in the 800 in 2:12.11.
The 4x100 relay team
with Evan Kajala, Aidan
Hartway, Jeffrey Moyle,
and Trajen Barto sprinted
to a ninth-place finish in
49.85. Hartway, Kajala,
Barto, and Marcus Israel-
son ran on the 11th-place
4x200 relay, clocking a
time of 1:42.12. Burnett
took third place in high
jump, clearing a height of
56”.

Izzy Pascuzzi turned

in the best individual ef-
fort for the girls, placing
seventh in high jump
with a height of 4’8” and
11th in long jump with a
leap of 13°4”. Pascuzzi
was also a member of the
12th-place 4x100 relay
along with Lauren Bur-
nett, Addy Hartway, and
Harmony Aikey, clocking
a time of 58.23. Hartway
came in 18th in the 400
at 1:10.75. The 4x800 re-
lay of Brynn Chosa, Mya
Kinsey, Tegan Fordahl
and Aolani Hammack fin-
ished ninth in 13:22.63.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

BASS tourney at Kab
resort on Sunday

invites spectators

KABETOGAMA-
The Pines of Kabetogama
is the place for bass fish-
ing afficionados to be this
Sunday, May 19, as the re-
sort plays host to the sea-
son kickoff event for the
Minnesota B.A.S.S. Na-
tion tournament season.
Approximately 80 teams
are expected for the com-
petition.

The most exciting
time for fans is the big
climax, the weigh-in at
3 p.m., which will take
place on the lawn and
the marina of The Pines,
at 12443 Burma Road in
Kabetogama. Spectators
are welcome to join the
excitement of the weigh-in
and experience the vibrant
atmosphere of a profes-
sional fishing tournament.

For more information,
call 218-875-2000.

North Woods
student art to be on

display at NWFA

COOK- Come see a
variety of student art sub-
mitted to the Minnesota
State High School League
ArtCompetition,including
North Woods’ five “Best
in Show” winners,
at the Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery from May 15-29.
An opening reception
was held at the gallery on
Wednesday, May 15 from
4-6 p.m. featuring the stu-
dent artists.

The students whose
work will be on display
are: Trinity Vidal, Ella
Smith, Lemar Drift, Mya
Kinsey, Cynthia Kirkman,

Haley Leinonen, Emily
Grahn, Rory Bundy, Nia
Gaskell, Rose Christian,

Alex Niles, Sheyenne
Schuster and Jaida Lam-
bert.

The exhibit is at the
gallery located at 210 S.
River St. Open hours are
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fri-
days and Saturdays from 9
am.-1 p.m.

Farmers Market
planning hits home

stretch next week
COOK- The Cook
Area Farmers Market will
have its final spring meet-
ing on Wednesday, May
22, at 11 a.m. at the Mon-
tana Café before the Mar-
ket opens in June. All are
welcome to come help the
Market continue to be a
success in 2024. The Mar-
ket promises to be a great
weekly community event.

Spring Arts Expo
deadline nears
COOK- If you don’t
act now, you will miss the
chance to exhibit your art
in the Northwoods Friends
of the Arts Spring Expo,
running June 5-29.
Registration for the
event is due by Wednes-
day, May 22. For a small
fee artists may exhibit and
sell their arts or cratts at
the NWFA Gallery, with
all sales proceed going
directly to the artist, as no
commissions are collected
during the expo.
Participants have ap-
proximately 4x8 feet of
wall space to hang their
art. Sculptures and other
art that does not require
wall space will have ap-

proximately 6 feet of table
space. Artists who have
their own display units
may use them as long as
they fit space guidelines.

Registration  infor-
mation is available at the
NWFA Gallery at 210 S
River St.in Cook, or online
at www.nwfamn.org. Ad-
ditional questions should
be sent to nwfamn.org@
gmail.com. Registration
forms may be emailed or
mailed to NWFA, PO Box
44, Cook, MN 55723

Artists are request-
ed to provide biogra-
phies which need to
be e-mailed to Shawna
Kishel at shkishel@gmail.
com before June 3.

There will be a grand
opening reception for art-
ists and the public at the
Gallery on Friday, June 7
from 5-7 p.m.

The gallery open
hours are from 10 a.m.-4
p-m., Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Fridays and Sat-
urdays from 9 am.-1 p.m.

Lions Club brat
shack re-opens at

Zup's for summer

COOK-While last
weekend was fishing
opener, many local food-
ies made note of another
opening day for the Cook
Lions Club brat shack in
the parking lot of Zups's
Market.

Serving delicious
Zup’s brats and hot dogs,
club volunteers will be
manning the shack on Fri-
days and Saturdays from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. And don’t
forget to ask about the Li-
ons' coupon books again
this year!

The Cook Lions Club is having a

ONE DAY SALE

May 25,2024

9am~2pm

Sale will be held at Unit #8

Vermilion Drive Storage on Hwy 24
CASH AND CARRY ONLY!

The Lions Club is accepting donations

of clean furniture

Contact Steve Kajala at

218-750-0310
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COUNCIL...Continued from page 1

That recommenda-
tion didn’t sit well with
Brenda Broten, who told
the council she owns a
duplex and operatesitas an
Airbnb and has done so for
years without complaints.
“I depend on those rentals
for income,” Broten told
the council. “It’s not fair
to tell me I have to end my
business,” she said.

Broten argued that the
visitors who stay at her
rental units spend a signif-
icant amount of money in
town, buying gas, grocer-
ies, and going out to eat.
And she said that the rules
she’s put in place, such
as no pets and no noise
after ten, have helped to
minimize conflict with
neighbors.

Rachel Lockett, who
owns a vacation home in
North Star Addition with
her family, said her family
had stayed in the house
before while visiting the
area and decided to buy it
when it came on the market
a few years ago, even
though it wasn’t really in
their price range.

“So, we’ve used rental
income to help cover some
of the expenses,” said
Lockett.

Since starting to rent
it about a year and a half
ago, Lockett said they’ve
had 40 rentals, with an
average group size of seven.
She said it was their first
experience with a short-
term rental and they’ve
been learning along the
way, adjusting their rules
as issues have arisen.

“Overall, our experi-
ence has been great,” she

FROZEN...Continued from page 1

as the only viable options
on the table.

Absent from the
revised plan are the mod-
erate and low-use man-
agement zones proposed in
the original plan. Moderate
use zones would have been
established on Rainy and
Kabetogama lakes, while
low-use zones would have
been created on Namakan,
Sand Point, Mukooda,
Rainy,and all interior lakes,
including those associated
with designated snowmo-
bile trails. Motor vehicles
other than snowmobiles
would have been allowed
within 300 feet of the
centerline of ice roads in
moderate use areas and
prohibited in low-use areas.
The park would have estab-
lished and maintained up to
26 miles of ice roads under
the original proposal, and
a one-time use or seasonal
access pass would have
been charged to visitors.

In the revised plan,
parking areas along ice
roads would be expand-
ed from 300 to 500 feet
from the center line, and
also allowed along Lake
Kabetogama’s developed

said,although she acknowl-
edged a few instances
where guests’ behavior
had upset neighbors. She
said the biggest problem
came with a group of ATV
riders, who gotinashouting
match with a neighbor that
later escalated and result-
ed in a complaint to the
city council last year that
prompted the consideration
of anordinance change. She
said she and her husband
added language to their
manual to help reduce any
potential conflicts and said
it’s been quiet with neigh-
bors since.

Local realtor Sherry
Anderson said she recog-
nized that there has to be a
balance between maintain-
ing permanent housing for
families versus short-term
rentals for visitors, but
suggested grandfathering
in existing rental units at a
minimum.

Council member Joe
Morin, who serves as well
on planning and zoning,
said he appreciated the
feedback and said the
city hasn’t made any final
decision,norisittaking the
issuelightly. “Everythingis
on the table at this point,”
he said.

During later discus-
sion, Morin and Mayor
Dave Setterberg differed
on their reading of the
city’s zoning ordinance,
with Setterberg arguing
that the ordinance doesn’t
currently prohibit short-
term rentals, while Morin
argued that the ordinance
doesn’t expressly permit
them, either. Morin agreed
thathe’d take the issue back

to planning and zoning,
with the next meeting set
for Tuesday, May 28.

In other business, the
council gave conditional
approval toaproposal from
JPJEngineering to conduct
intensive hydrogeological
testing at the Breitung sand
pit to determine if it would
be a suitable site for arapid
infiltration basin, whichisa
relatively new technology
used for wastewater treat-
ment.JPJ’s current estimate
puts the price tag for such
a system at $1.7 million,
which is about half the
anticipated cost of adding
a fourth treatment pond to
the Tower-Breitung waste-
water system. The rapid
infiltration system would
potentially be able to treat
about 25 million gallons
of wastewater annually, or
about half of the current
wastewater flow to the three
existing ponds.

Funding for the project
could be available depend-
ing on the outcome of the
legislative session. The
House tax bill currently
includes $3 million for
water projects in Tower
and Soudan. While most
of that is earmarked for
the new drinking water
treatment plant, some of it
may be available to pay for
aportion of arapid infiltra-
tion basin. As previously
reported, it appears the
city has been awarded $1
million in congressionally
directed spending to pay to
expand the Tower-Breitung
wastewater treatment
capacity to accommodate
new development. But
the rules surrounding that

federal money are complex
and the city won’t move
forward with any work on
the project until it has been
assured the funds can be
expended.

While the council
approved the testing, which
would be done by Braun
Intertec,and related reports
by JPJ, they made the
approval for about $50,000
in spending contingent on
incorporating suggested
changes to the agreement
by the city attorney and con-
firmation that the approved
federal funding would
cover the expense.

In related action, the
council approved a profes-
sional services agreement
with SEH for work on
the drinking water treat-
ment plant. The city and
township remain hopeful
that the $3 million in the
House tax bill will make
it into the final measure. If
s0, the remaining funding
gap on the $10.7 million
project will be filled. The
funding plan includes a $1
million loan from the Public
Facilities Authority, which
would be paid for through
water rates to customers.

In other business, the
council:

» Briefly discussed the
bond issue for the purchase
of the county public works
facility. Clerk-treasurer
Michael Schultz noted that
residents had not submit-
ted a petition requesting
a referendum on the bond
issue,which allows the city
to move forward. He said
the city did reach out to
Frandsen Bank and Trustto
seeifthey were interested in

purchasing the bond before
it goes out to the general
market.

» Heard from Schultz
that the city received about
55 housing surveys out of
the 270 they mailed outand
that Breitung township had
a few more than that. He
said the technical advisory
committee working on
housing would be tabulat-
ing the results.

» Approved a revised
version of the ambulance
contribution agreement.

» Discussed but took
no action on the re-estab-
lishment of a city charter
commission to review pos-
sible changesto the charter.

» SetMay 17and 18 as
a community clean-up day
that will focus on public
spaces. Volunteers are
welcome and can call city
hallat218-753-4070to vol-
unteer. While past clean-up
efforts included private
property as well, council
member Bob Anderson
suggested the city would
benefit most from focusing
on public spaces. He sug-
gested creating a request
form that those who need
extra assistance to address
blight on their property
could fill out and give to
city hall to request help.

» At the request of
Morin, approved a joint
powers agreement with the
St. Louis County School
District establishing a
school forest on the hill
north of town. “Thank
you, Joe, for all the work
you’ve done on this,” said
Setterberg.

> Approved a motion
authorizing Morin to con-

tinue to gather information
on the possibility of creat-
ing a local housing trust
fund that would be able
to accept donations for
housing-related purposes.
Morin said the state is
currently matching contri-
butions to such funds on a
50-50 basis.

> Approved annual
cigarette sale licenses to the
following for the next year:
Bob’s Standard, D’Ericks
Tower Liquor, Vermilion
Fuel and Food, and Zup’s
grocery.

>» Approved annual
liquor licenses to the fol-
lowing for next year: Good
O’ Days, D’Ericks, and
Benchwarmers.

> Authorized the
hiring of Steve Freshour,
contingent on achieving
required certification, as a
new member of the Tower
Fire Department. Freshour
is currently an EMT with
the Tower Ambulance
Service.

>» Authorized the
hiring of Julianna Krueger
as a new EMT with the
Tower Ambulance Service,
contingenton abackground
check on appropriate docu-
mentation.

» Authorized Schultz
and city maintenance
supervisor Ben Velcheff
to decide the hiring of a
part-time seasonal worker
from the two applicants
who expressed interest.

> Approved the pur-
chase of a lightly-used
John Deere X350 tractor
for $2,000 for use by the
cemetery association.

shoreline. Individuals
would be allowed to plow
inparking areas to facilitate
placement of ice shelters.

The revised plan
designates two types of
park-established ice roads —
plowed and staked. Staked
roads would be unplowed
and ungroomed. According
tothe plan,“any state-regis-
tered and/or licensed motor
vehicle would be allowed to
use plowed and staked ice
roads aslong as they adhere
to weight restrictions.”
Up to 32 miles of plowed
and staked roads would be
allowed under the revised
plan, although the plan
appears to allow for up to
17 miles of plowed roads
and 29.3 miles of staked
roads, 14.3 more than the
stated 32 miles.

“Astothe mile of roads,
this can be abit confusing,”
DeGross acknowledged.
“Traditionally, when con-
ditions allow, we attempt
to establish 15 miles of
ice roads on Rainy and 12
miles on Kab, for a total of
27.Inthe most recent alter-
native, we are proposing
to add about two miles on
Rainy and about three on

FUNDING...Continued from page 1

the Department of Public
Safety’s Office of Justice
for over 20 years which
was drastically cut.

“They hinted that the
reason we were cut from
$150,000 in a biennium to
$44.,000 in a biennium is
that our type of programs
will be moved to the new
Department of Children,
Youth and Families, which
doesn’t exist yet,” said
Hignell. In the meantime,
ECR’sfunding fell through
the cracks.

After the school board
meeting, Hignell told the
Timberjay that she is
hopeful that the funding
situation is temporary.
“We have grants from
the Northland Foundation
and other groups in the
pipeline.” If the funding
isn’t replaced before the
2024-25 school year, ECR
may need to cut program-
ming or staff, Hignell said.

Ely Community
Resource was founded

in 1978 by community
members concerned for
Ely’s students. The 501(c)
(3) nonprofit employs five
full-time and two part-time
staff and offers twelve
different programs,includ-
ing four programs with
afterschool activities, two
in-school homework help
programs,family out-reach
services,reading programs,
and summer activities.

In other business, the
school board:

» Heard the report of
music teacher Karl Kubiak
to organize a band trip with
Mesabi East High School to
Orlando for spring 2026.

» Approved the
Memorial Middle and High
School and Washington
Elementary School sched-
ules for the 2024-2025
school year.

>» Approved the
financial report, including
$1,030,626 inreceipts,and
$397 487 in disbursements
for the month of April.

Kab, this gives us a total
of 32 miles of potential ice
roads, 17 on Rainy and 15
on Kab. We will establish
staked ice roads once we
attain a minimum of eight
inches of ice that allows
for safe travel of lighter
types of vehicles. Some of
the staked ice roads will
be converted to plowed ice
roads once an ice thickness
of 13 inches isreached. We
are proposing thatonRainy,
of the 15 miles of roads
seven may be plowed and
eight will remain as staked
ice roads. On Kab about
ten miles will be plowed
and the remaining five
miles will remain as staked
ice roads. We are open to
hearing from the public on
this concept during this
public scoping period. One
thing we always have to be
mindful of is how to main-
tain what we establish.”

Modifications have
also been made in the
revised plan to the require-
ments regarding ice shel-
ters.

Originally, the park
proposed that ice shelters
in low-use zones could
only be transported by

snowmobiles and had to
be occupied, with com-
mercial use authorization
holders allowed to seek
approval for longer-term
placements.

Now with the revi-
sions, there is no low-use
zone to contend with, and
park officials would allow
permanent ice shelters that
adhere to state regulations
thatcan be leftunoccupied.
Transportation of shelters
by motor vehicles would be
allowed along ice roads and
within parking areas, while
shelter transport not asso-
ciated with an established
ice road would require the
use of a snowmobile. Ice
shelter placement and ice
openings cannot be within
50 feet from the edge of
plowed roads or 100 feet
from the center of staked
roads.

Common to both plans
is the imposition of access
fees for motor vehicle use.
Comment
opportunities

The public comment
period will open on
Tuesday, May 28 and end
on Friday, June 28.

Two in-person public
meetings will be held, as
follows:

» Wednesday, June
12 in the Commons
Area of the Rainy River
campus of Minnesota North
College at 1501 Hwy 71 in
International Falls, from
6-8 p.m.

» Thursday, June 13
at the Kabetogama Town
Hall at 9707 GammaRd. in
Kabetogama,from 6-8 p.m.

An online virtual
meeting via Zoom will be
held on Monday, June 10
from 6-8 p.m. Attendees
shouldlog into the meeting
link, https://usO02web.
zoom.us/j/85795779224,
five to ten minutes early
to test their connection.
The audio portion of
the meeting can also be
accessed by telephone by
calling 312-626-6799 and
entering the webinar ID
number 857 9577 9224.

Written comments
may be submitted at any
time during the comment
period. Online submissions
canbe made athttps://park-
planning.nps.gov/VOYA-
frozen. Comments can also
be mailed to Frozen Lake

Surface Plan, Voyageurs
National Park, 360 Hwy
11 East, International Falls,
MN 56649. All comments
must be received no later
than June 28.

This period initiates the
National Environmental
Policy Act(NEPA)process,
and comments collected
will be used to helpdevelop
an environmental assess-
ment that would be present-
ed for public comment in
late fall. The NEPA process
would likely be completed
over the winter months,
with the final plan and a
timeline for its implemen-
tation anticipated by spring
2025.

You can access the
newsletter detailing the
proposed plan with maps by
goingonline to https://park-
planning.nps.gov/VOYA-
frozen. There, click on the
blue “Document List” link
and select “*NEW* Public
Scoping Newsletter for
Frozen Lake Surface Use
Plan/EA (May 2024).”

» Hired Nick Bates as
a full-time social studies
teacher.

» Hired Jennifer
Kerntz as a teacher for the
summer.

» Hired LeaRae
Richards and Jacki Tolbert
as paraprofessionals for the
summer.

» Approvedtherequest
from Megan Anderson
for an extended leave of
absence for three years.

» Accepted the res-
ignation of Donna Kari as
head speech coach effective
immediately.

» Putinto place several
of the specific cost-cutting
measures approved at the
previous board’s special
meeting on April 22. These
included the elimination
of the high school/middle
school principal position
and the reassignment of Jeff
Carey to preK-12 assistant
principal and Anne Oelke
to preK-12 principal with
superintendent duties. The

specific cuts also reduced
Kathy Champa’s school
nurse position from eight
hours/day to five hours/
day, Michele Milton’s
cafeteriaaide position from
3.75 hours/day to 2.75
hours/day, and reduced
two school secretary posi-
tions from 210 days/year
to 200 days/year. The
board also reduced all
paraprofessional hours
from 32.5 hours/week to
31.5 hours/week effec-
tive with the 2024-2025
school year. The board also
cut the paraprofessional
staff members Anna-Lena
Forsman, Trenton Flegel,
and Joseph Elliott.

» Heard a report from
Oelke that the installation
of windows may intrude
into the upcoming school
year. The district will setup
a dedicated classroom that
classes can use when their
regular classrooms have
their windows replaced.

> Reviewed the job

description of the newly
created assistant principal
position.

» Approved the exten-
sion of the district’s con-
tract with Teachers on
Call effective July 1, 2024
through June 30, 2026.
Teachers on Call provides
substitute teachers.

» Accepted $500
donations from the Ely
Educational Foundation
and the Ely Rod and Gun
Club for the eighth grade
trip to the Capital. Accepted
a $300 donation from Fall
Lake forthe sixth-grade trip
to Wolf Ridge.

»Canceled the May 27
study session on Memorial
Day.

Emergency board

meeting

On the advice of its
legal counsel, the ISD 696
school board called a short
emergency meeting on
Tuesday to fix an error in
the teachers’ contract for
next year.

The contract was
approved with an amend-
ment on Monday during
the regular school board
meeting to correct the inclu-
sion of the dance coach
stipend under the wrong
category. The inclusion
was no longer necessary
because school board voted
last year to cover the dance
stipend “at the district
level.” To satisfy legal
requirements, the amended
contract from Monday was
rescinded and the original
approved on Tuesday.

In both contract votes,
Tom Omerza abstained
and Rochelle Sjoberg was
absent.

READ

the Timberjay!
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Beldo pleads guilty in Babbitt double homicide

54-year-old admits to bludgeoning elderly couple who had offered him a place to live

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

BABBITT- Roger Beldo
pled guilty to second degree
murder “withintent” ina Virginia
courtroom May 8 in the deaths
of an elderly Babbitt couple last
October. Beldo acknowledged
the double homicide as part of
a plea agreement reached with
prosecutors, under which the
prosecution agreed to drop any
pursuit of stricter sentencing.

In return, Beldo will receive
a sentence of 556 months (46.3
years) served consecutively.
Formal sentencing is set for
Aug. 5.

A tragic incident

Last Oct. 28, Beldo made
multiple 911 calls, asking to turn
himself in, claiming he’d “done
bad things.” Duluth police first
contacted Beldo in the parking
lot at Essentia Health-St. Mary’s
in Duluth, where he asked to be
taken to jail. He later acknowl-
edged that he had killed Clifford
and Christine Johnson, who had
agreed to rent him and his dog
a room in their Babbitt home
about a month earlier. He said

he attacked
Clifford in
the garage
with a
crowbar and
Christine in
her bedroom

with a
hammer.
Beldo RogerBeldo

later drove to

Duluthin the Johnson’s vehicle,a
red Nissan Rogue. Duluth police
reported Beldo had slurred speech
and smelled of alcohol when he
was taken into custody.

Based on Beldo’s claims,
the Babbitt police and St. Louis
County Sheriff’s deputies
responded to 14 Fir Circle, the
single-story home owned by
the Johnsons. Inside they found
Clifford and Christine Johnson,
ages 79 and 78, in the locations
Beldo had earlier described. Both
were deceased with blunt trauma
injuries to their heads and bodies.

A troubled past

Beldo,age 54,has along and
disturbing criminal record,dating
back 30 years. According to
Minnesota court records, his vio-
lations include indecentexposure,

harassment, felony assault, theft,
and 15 convictions for disorderly
conduct. Beldo committed all but
one offense in St. Louis County.

On Sept. 5, 2023, Beldo
posted to his Facebook page that
he had been “kicked out” and
needed a place to live. Sometime
later he landed at the Johnsons’
home in Babbitt. The day after
the murders, the Johnsons’ grand-
daughter told the St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office that Beldo had
been living with her grandparents
for about a month.

The fit between Beldo and
the Johnsons was an uncomfort-
able one from the start. Starting
on Sept. 29, Beldo began asking
for help on social media to find
a one-bedroom apartment that
would take a Section 8 voucher.
The tone of his requests became
more strident with time.

“Please I can’t take another
weekend stuck here,” Beldo
pleaded on his Facebook page on
Oct. 13. The last plea was dated
Oct. 26, two days before police
found the bodies of the Johnsons.

In his petition for a guilty
plea, Beldo stated that he killed
Clifford Johnson as Johnson was
removing him from his home.

“Clifford Johnson was in his
garage about to take me away
from the house after I loaded
my belongings into his vehicle. I
struck him multiple times in the
back and in the head with aheavy
metal rod, intending to kill him.”
Having killed Clifford, Beldo
went back into the house to kill
Christine Johnson.

The Johnsons were newcom-
ers to Babbitt,having bought their
home on Fir Circle in 2021.

Plea bargain

Beldo was originally booked
into the county jail with a bail
set on Nov. 1 of $1 million.
Court records reveal that Judge
Michelle Anderson ordered
a competency evaluation for
Beldo on Nov. 6 at the request
of Beldo’s public defender, Scott
Swanson. Swanson reported,
“The Defendant has refused to
speak with him whether by phone
or in person.” Swanson sent a
second request for competency
evaluation on Feb. 29.

The St. Louis County
Attorney’s office filed notice
on Dec. 28 that if Beldo went
to trial, the prosecution would
seek an “upward departure” in

sentencing,to make any penalties
more stringent, based on aggra-
vating circumstances, including
the vulnerability of the elderly
victims, the cruelty of leaving
them to die of their injuries, and
fact that the Johnsons had helped
Beldo by opening their home to
him. Beldo had also previously
been convicted of felony assault
where the victim received similar
injuries.

“While a guilty plea is
an essential step towards legal
closure and accountability, we
recognize that it will not mitigate
the emotional pain or lessen the
sense of loss experienced by
the loved ones of Clifford and
Christine Johnson,” said St.
Louis County Attorney Kim Maki
in response to the plea. “Our
thoughts go out to them.”

The St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office, the Babbitt
Police Department, the Duluth
Police Department, and the
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension all contributed to
the investigation of the Johnson
murders.

OPENER...cContinued from page
S ey

part to an early ice-outand [
quick end to the spawning
run. Water temperatures,
which had warmed into the
low 50-degree range as of
opening morning, likely
kept the walleyes moving.

“Wedid find one place
where we caught abunch of
14,16, and 17-inchers, and
that helped, Bakken said.
“We caught a lot of fish.”

Bakken said his crew
had their best luck using
minnows and jigs and
plastics in depths of 26 to
32 feet, a depth consistent
with various reports from
around the lake.

The lighter than usual
early morning activity on

=

the east end may have been
due to the results of the
latest DNR fish survey for
Vermilion, which showed
record numbers of walleye
on the west end of the lake.
Cook’s Northwoods Bait

and Tackle co-owner Paula
Dundas reported brisk
business for the weekend,

* Near Fortune Bay Resort Casino
+ 25 minutes from Ely

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!

Your Getaway Destination!

* Comfortable Private Rooms
* Continental Breakfast

218.753.2333 « 30 Center St., Soudan MN |
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com « vermilionparkinn.com

" Charlemagne’s Atic |
Last Chance Sale

o Friday & Saturday .

May 24 & 25
10 AM to 4 PM

artwork!

Mid-century modern furniture!
Antique settee couch & chair,
Singer sewing machine in a cabinet,
electric stove,
kitchen & household items,

We have to clear out the building
for the interior renovations

Historic Fire Hall
504 Main Street — Tower, MN

Charlemagne’s Attic Sale supports
Tower’s Historic Fire Hall restoration project.

with demand particularly
high for rainbow minnows
and leeches.

Anglers were out in good numbers on Lake Vermilion for Saturday’s opening

of the fishing season.  photo by D. Colburn

Q: What is Hospital Week?
A: Hospital Week is an annual celebration dedicated to honoring the vital contributions of hospitals
and healthcare professionals to their communities. At Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH),
we have a dedicated team that plans activities and events to show our staff how much we appreciate
their hard work. This year, activities include an all-staff lunch, BINGO, and Root Beer Making with the
Dorothy Molter Museum.

Q: When is Hospital Week celebrated?

A: Hospital Week typically occurs in the second week of May each year. It allows hospitals and
healthcare organizations to recognize and appreciate their staff's hard work and dedication. Hospital
Week typically follows Nurse’s Week, which coincides with Florence Nightingale’s birthday.

Q: Why is Hospital Week important?
A: Hospital Week is important because it raises awareness about hospitals’ critical role in providing
essential healthcare services, promoting wellness, and saving lives. It's also a time that fosters a
strong sense of pride and unity among healthcare professionals, acknowledging their tireless efforts in
caring for patients and supporting their communities.

“The study said the
Cook end would be better,
so maybe they were down

Hospital Connection

here,” Dundas said. “But
I just talked to somebody
who said they tried to
put their boat in Saturday
morning at Everett Bay and
they said they couldn’t find
a place to park.”

Butthe reports Dundas
received also reflected a
successful opener.

“People said they had
to work a little bit for the
walleyes, but people were
finding fish and putting
them in the boat,” she
said. “A lot of people were
catching nice eating-size
fish. And the crappies have
been really good — people
said they’re really biting.”

Paulaand Dave Dundas
took over Northwoods Bait
and Tackle just in time for
last year’s opener, and a
successful angle for them
this weekend was seeing
all of the returning anglers.

“It was great for us,”

Paula said. “We saw a lot
of familiar faces coming
back and it was nice to
see everybody excited to
head out. I think when we
did our count we were the
same as last year for people
heading out.”

Reports from the Ely
areasuggested anglers were
struggling to find walleye
in their usual early season
locations. According
to Steve Renneberg, of
Arrowhead Outdoors, the
best walleye action was in
the shallowest water, just
two to seven feet deep,
worked with small jigs and
big rainbows.

While the walleye
action was slow for most
anglers, he said the pike
action in shallow bays was
hot, with anglers finding
plenty of success with large
sucker minnows under
bobbers.

=\ C

Ely-Bloomenson

** EBCH is so thankful for the wonderful team of healthcare professionals that work with
us to provide high quality care to the patients and community we serve. **

Hospital Connection is an ongoing feature of Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH). We are excited to share our most
recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a new topic each week. We will share important
information about healthcare at local, state, and national levels, along with exciting information about EBCH, our services, and
how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information about EBCH by visiting our website at
www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and announcements.

Community Hospital

ebch.org

READ THE
TIMBERJAY!

Ely-Bloomenson Cammunity Hospital s committed to caring for and enhancing the health ond well being of the commumity it serves
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New manager takes the
reins at The Wilderness

TOWER — When The
Wilderness at Fortune Bay
opened last Friday, there
was a new manager at the
helm — Bill Manahan.

Manahan, who most
recently served as general
manager at the Cloquet
Country Club, had earlier
held a similar position at the
Black Bear Resort Casino
golf course.

At a recent directors
meeting, Manahan said
he’s excited to be heading
up operations at The
Wilderness and thanked
his staff for their hard work
prepping for the season,
especially his grounds
crew, under the leadership
of Superintendent Trevor
Rintala. Manahan reported
that the course will be in
better shape this year than
last, and far better than in
2022 when the course was
under different leadership.

It looks to be a busy
season ahead for The
Wilderness. “There are
already over 10,000 rounds
booked for the year and that
number keeps going up,”
said Manahan, who lives in
Barnum, but will be renting
an apartment in Virginia
until he can find a perma-
nent housing solution.

While Manahan’s staff

Duluth man
dies in BWCAW
accident

REGIONAL- A
62-year-old Duluth man
was found dead on Friday
on Lake Agnes, the victim
of an apparent drowning.
Mark Ham was described
by family members as a
clinical psychologist and
an avid outdoorsman who
had gone on solo trips to
the Boundary Waters twice
a year for decades.

St. Louis County 911
dispatchers received a call
at approximately 5 p.m.
on Friday from canoeists
reporting that they had
located acapsized canoe and
apartially submerged human
body on Lake Agnes,located
inthe wilderness north of the
Echo Trail, approximately
25 miles northwest of Ely.

Multiple units from the
St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Office, the St. Louis County
Rescue Squad and the U.S.
Forest Service initially
responded to the call, but
the response was scaled
back once it was deter-
mined that it would be a
recovery operation of a solo
camper. In the end, a forest
service pilot,arescue squad
member, and a sheriff’s
deputy flew to the site in
a Beaver to recover Ham’s
body.Rescuers reported that
alife jacket was found on the
scene but was not worn by
the victim at the time.

On a memorial site
for Ham, family members
pushed back against the
implication by the sher-
iff’s office that Ham was
involved in some kind of
canoeing accident while he
was without a life jacket.
Family insist that Ham
always wore his life jacket
while in the canoe.

“What we do know
points to him having some
sort of accident that led to
lack of consciousness and
then slipping into the water.
From how he was found it
was clear he was not yet in
his canoe when the incident
occurred.”

The incident remains
under investigation by the
St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Office and Midwest Medical
Examiner Office, which
will perform an autopsy to
determine the cause of death.

will continue to work hard
filling the tee-sheet for
2024, he is also encour-
aging non-golfers to stop
by The Wilderness Grill
to try out some of Chef
Mitch Kerfeld’s culinary
creations.

“Hehasalotof creativ-
ity and talent that will reso-
nate with our guests,” said
Manahan of Kerfeld, who
is entering his second year
heading up The Wilderness
Grill.

Manahan’s golf expe-
rience dates back to the
late 1970s and aside from
his stints at the Cloquet
Country Club and Black
Bear, he also served as the
General Manager and PGA

$56,635
-$4,046

$52,589
-$1.000

MSRP
FOH DISC

Head Golf Professional at
Grand National Golf Club
for the Mille Lacs Band
of Ojibwe from 1995 to
2004. He is a graduate of
Rochester Lourdes High
School and attended the
University of Minnesota
before transferring to the
Rochester Area Vocational
Schooltoreceive hisdegree
in Banking and Finance.
“Bill has fit in very
well with the staff at The
Wilderness at Fortune
Bay,” said Tribal Chair
Cathy Chavers. “His vast
experience at other well-
known golf courses across
the state is invaluable and
we feel he will be the perfect
manager to lead his team.”

Scenic '\\.Rivers
—(Clinics—

Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient for Life

Cook ¢ Bigfork * Tower * Eveleth « Northome
Floodwood ¢ Big Falls

Same Day Appointments Available

24-Hour Emergency Care

in Cook and Bigfork

fin
(877) 541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org
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FORD OF HIBBING HAS A GREAT SELECTION OF

BRONCOS AT GREAT PRICES!
CHECK THEM OUT AND HOP IN THE SADDLE!

2023 BRONGO OUTER BANKS 4X4

7 In Stock**

6 on the Way

BONUS CASH

$51,589+™

Check out the New Lease Special w/our Sales Staff
Leather Trim. Adaptive Cruise, 360° Camera
“Prices will vary depending on Models and Options
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Piecing it all together: Jigsaw competition proves popular

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

EMBARRASS- Five
hundred pieces. Four sets
of hands. Ten teams ready
to go, each with their own
copy of the same puzzle.

The Timber Hall
Event Center’s first Jigs
and Jaws puzzle competi-
tion got underway shortly
after 11 a.m. this past Sat-
urday, and within an hour,
the speediest two teams
had completed their chal-
lenge. While many area
residents were out trying
to catch their limit of wall-
eyes, these jigsaw puzzle
fans were after their own
trophy, consisting of brag-
ging rights plus gift certif-
icates to area businesses
for each of the winners
on the two top teams. The
event was part of the Em-
barrass Region Fair Asso-
ciation’s efforts to bring
more community-focused
events to Timber Hall.

The idea for the event
came from Sheila Smith,
who had come to the Tim-
ber Hall’s used book and
puzzle event in February.
Community members had
donated used books and
puzzles, and dozens of
tables full were available
for people to browse and
take home, free of charge,
during the monthly fair
association fundraiser
pancake breakfast. Smith
said she got the idea after
seeing all the used puzzles
at the event, and asked
one of the fair association
members if they thought
such an event would be
possible. The fair asso-
ciation is quite open to
new ideas, and this was
one they thought would
become a fun community
event. And while Smith’s
team didn’t place in the
competition, she was ex-
cited to be part of the ac-
tion.

Before the actual
competition began, fair
association organizers ex-
plained the rules, which
were simple. When given
the sign, all teams could
open their boxes, dump
out the puzzle pieces (al-
ready removed from the
plastic bag), and start to
assemble their puzzles.

The puzzle was cho-
sen as not too easy and not

—— A

too hard.

“I looked for a puzzle
with lots of colors,” said
fair association volunteer
Sue Beaton. The chosen

puzzle featured a garden
scene, along with a va-
riety of backyard birds,
but the leafy green back-
ground gave the puzzle
some challenge, and those
leafy-colored pieces were
the last assembled by ev-
ery single team compet-
ing.

Puzzlers from Embar-
rass, Ely, and other parts
of the Iron Range, were
among those who took
part in the competition.
Each player paid a $10 en-
try fee and each team gave
themselves a name: The
Cold Spot Puzzlers, Fall-
ing into Pieces, Disturbing
the Piece, We Came- We
Jigged- We Sawed, were
just some of the examples,
suggesting that most of
the participants had a pen-
chant for puns as well as
puzzles.

Above: Eleanor Nyquist (left) and her mother
Jordyn Stocks were on the winning team.
Left: Leanne Negley was one of the fastest
puzzlers. Her team finished about a half a
minute after the top team. photos by J. Summit

And while some
teams were all friends
or relations, others were
strangers, meeting up for
the first time during the
event. Puzzlers ranged
from early teens to se-
niors. Each team had their
own table, with the 10 ta-
bles spread out in Timber
Hall.

Hands quickly got
busy flipping pieces over,
sorting by color, and find-
ing edge pieces. Different
teams had different strate-
gies, though most seemed
to start working on assem-
bling the birds and gar-
dening items that made
up the focal points of the
puzzle image.

The most experienced
jigsaw enthusiast in the
room was Leanne Negley,
from Babbitt.

She described her
most recent puzzle ac-
complishment, finishing a
42,000-piece puzzle (one
of the largest that you can
buy), that took her two
months and was 20 feet
long when finished. Neg-
ley was recovering after
knee replacement surgery,
so had one hand on an ice
bag on her knee, while
the other was quickly as-

NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

HJDHHFEPE

|
1T

:r.::,_'u

15

11 .

JUNE 9 AT 2 PM

JUNE 7 AND 8 AT 7 PM

AT THE VERMILION FINE ARTS THEATER

IN ELY, MN

TICKETS AVAILAELE AT NORTHERNLAKESARTS.ORG

STARRING

Molly Hill Fuller & lan Francis Lah

sembling pieces. Her two
teammates weren’t nearly
as experienced, but both
were intent on completing
their puzzle as quickly as

possible.

Eleanor Nyquist, a
12-year-old from Ely, was
one of the youngest partic-
ipants at the competition,
working on a team with
her mother, grandmother,
and aunt. Grandma Con-
nie Stocks was the most
experienced puzzler at
their table and wasn’t let-
ting a splinted finger slow
her down. Rounding out
the team were Connie’s
daughters, Jordyn Stocks
and Jaymie Stocks. Con-
nie said her favorite puz-
zles are thousand-piecers
that have pictures of hors-
es on them, and she often
works on puzzles with El-
eanor.

Teenager Starla Fors-
man and her father Joshua,
along with Starla’s friend
Morgan Scarbrough, were
busy figuring out their best
strategy as they picked out
edge pieces. Starla said
she was the biggest puzzle
fan of her group.

Teams appeared to be
neck and neck at first, but
after a half hour there were
three teams that had made
substantial progress. Soon
two teams had pulled into
what looked like a tie:
Leanne Negley’s team of

three, and the Stocks fam-
ily team of four.

Things got a little tes-
ty for the Stocks as four
sets of arms raced to finish
up the last 40 pieces or so,
with some bumping that
sent one piece flying, but
luckily landing on the ta-
ble not the floor. The Neg-
ley team, with only three
sets of arms, was more re-
laxed but also was feeling
stressed as the final piec-
es were falling into place.
These two teams were on
opposite sides of the hall,
so neither had any idea
how close the other was to
finishing.

The Stocks family,
Connie, Jordyn, Jaymie,
and Eleanor finished with
a time of 57 minutes and
45 seconds. Less than
30 seconds later, Neg-
ley, with team members
Christina Forsythe and EI-
len Root slotted their last
piece in place.

To keep track of up-
coming events at Timber
Hall, follow the Tim-
ber Hall Events Center
on Facebook, as well as
watching for community
notices in the Timberjay.
Plans are underway to set
the date for the next jig-
saw puzzle competition.

% living well

Physical Therapy Clinics in
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to
create an individual program to address your
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well
Physical Therapy can help
mobility and live your best

PHONE: 218-481-7003
WEBSITE: living-well-therapy.com
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Mental mistakes plaguing Ely in late season

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

SOUTH RIDGE— The
Timberwolves were heading
into this weekend’s annual
Veterans Showcase tournament
still looking for answers with
just ten days to go in the regular
season.

“The way we are playing
right now, we need every call
and every break to go our way,”

Lack of pitching control, errors in the field contribute to recent losses

said Head Coach Frank Ivancich,
who watched his team drop
three of four contests in the past
week.In Monday’s game against
the Panthers, very little went
the Timberwolves’ way as the
defending Section 7A champions
pounded Ely 15-5.

While the Wolves have found
avariety of ways to lose in recent
games, pitching proved their

Achilles’ heel at South Ridge.
Senior pitcher Drew Marolt
suffered his shortest start of
the season as he struggled with
control, walking four and hitting
three batters in just an inning and
two-thirds of work.

Senior Elliott Levens didn’t
fare much better, walking two and
hitting a batter in his two-thirds
of an inning worked. Sophomore

Jack Davies climbed the mound
for Ely in the third and hit three
more South Ridge batters while
surrendering five runs while
facing just 6 batters. Junior Ben
Leeson tossed the final inning and
two-thirds, giving up four runs
on four hits.

“The sole bright spot for the
Wolves was a three-run home run
by Drew Maroltin the third inning

for Ely,” said Ivancich. Caid
Chittum notched two hits and 2
RBIs as well, but it was too little,
too late, noted Ivancich. “Putting
15 runners on base with eight
walks and seven hit batters, there
was no way we were ever going to
win,” said Ivancich. “Especially
against the defending Section 7A

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- With an
eye on avenging an earlier
loss this season to the Ely
Timberwolves, the North
Woods softball team stepped
up on Friday to defend their
home diamond and send the
visitors home on the shortend
of a 10-7 Grizzlies win.

After North Woods starter
Addison Burckhardt and
the Grizzles set the Wolves
down with a three-up, three-
down start, Burckhardt got
the Grizzlies rolling with a
double off the Wolves’ Zoe
MacKenzie, then stole third

SOFTBALL

yweet revenge for Grizzlies

Turn tables on Ely in
payback for earlier loss

Above: Ely’s Zoe
MacKenzie zeroes in on
home plate as she winds
for a pitch.

Right: The Grizzlies’
River Cheney snags a
pop foul next to the Ely
dugout for an out.

photos by D. Colburn

onapassed ball. River Cheney
delivered the RBI with a
single, then stole second and
came home on a double by
Evalyn Thiel. MacKenzie
recorded her second strike-
out of the inning to retire the
side, but the Grizzlies led 2-0
after one.

The Wolves struck back
in the third when Peyton
Huntington rapped a two-out
single and came around to
score on a fielding error of a
hard-hitball by Clare Thomas.
Hannah Penke smashed a
double to score Thomas, knot-

ting the score at2-2 after three.

With MacKenzie holding
the Grizzlies in check in the
second and third, the Wolves
took the lead in the top of the
fourth. Maija Mattson and

See SOFTBALL..pg 2B

BASEBALL

Ely’s Veterans
Memorial tourney
begins Friday

ELY — The annual Veterans
Memorial Showcase baseball tournament
gets underway this Friday, with contin-
uous baseball action through Saturday
evening. Free admission for all games
and the concession stand will be open
with burgers, pulled pork sandwiches
and many other items.

The tournament lineup is as follows:

Friday

12 noon - Ely vs. Warroad

2:30 p.m. - Blackduck vs. Cherry
5 p.m. - Blackduck vs. Cook County
7:30 p.m. - Ely vs. Cherry

Saturday

9 a.m. - Silver Bay vs. Blackduck

11:30 a.m. - Silver Bay vs. Warroad

2 p.m. - Cook County vs. Int’1. Falls

4:30 p.m. - Ely vs. Cook County

7:00 p.m. - Ely vs. Int’l. Falls

In addition, there will be an Ely vs.
Cook County JV game at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday in Soudan.

TRACK

Udovich wins
400 for Ely at
league meet

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

HIBBING- The Ely boys and girls
track squads parted ways last week to
compete in separate meets in Chisholm
and Hibbing, then got back together on
Tuesday to compete at Rock Ridge.

IRC championship

Tuesday’s contest at Rock Ridge
High School was the Iron Range
Conference Championship meet, with
the girls placing third in the seven-team
field and the boys finishing fifth.

See TRACK...p2. 2B

North Woods’

GIRLS GOLF

Olson hits hot streak, takes first at Ely tourney

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ELY- North Woods golfer
Tori Olson bagged first place
on Monday at the East Range
Conference meet in Ely, and
placed high on the leaderboards

in Virginia and Hibbing last week.

The Grizzlies senior was on
fire atthe Ely Golf Club, notching
three birdies on the way toa40 and
first place at the nine-hole event.
Olson finished two shots clear
of runner-up Kelby Anderson of
International Falls.

i L
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North Woods placed third
among the four schools compet-
ing in the team division. Sophia
Hoffman checked in with a 52
to finish eighth, Carsyn Burnett
place 22nd with a 63, and Laurin
Glass scored a 65 and a23rd-place
finish.

[ f ]
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At the invitational meet on
a challenging 18-hole course in
Hibbing on Friday, Olson took
fourth in the field of 54 golfers
with a round of 88. Olson was
the only North Woods golfer to
compete in the tournament.

On Thursday at the Rock

* Closeout Pricing on Solo Stoves

* Milwaukee Outdoor Tool Trade-In Program Promo

* Ashley Outdoor Furniture SALE

* Free Removal and Delivery of New Appliance Purchases,

May 14-24 only

Ridge Invitational in Virginia,
Olson was in the mix at the top
again, this time finishing as run-
ner-up to Anderson with a round
of 79. Glass placed 37th with a
128, and Burnett shot a 129 for
38th.

HBﬁR"BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!

* Special Pricing on Select Traeger Grills & Accessories



2B May 17, 2024

THE TIMBERJAY

SOFTBALL

Solid hitting lifts Wolves over Rangers

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY— A big day at the
plate made the difference for the
Timberwolves as they pounded
out a baker’s dozen to dump the
Rangers 13-5.

“I thought this was the best
we looked all season at the plate,”
said Ely Head Coach Cory Lassi.
“I felt like almost every ball that
we hit was hit hard.”

Sophomore Ella Perish had a
huge day, driving in six runs and

scoring three on three hits, includ-
ing a double and two home runs.

“Ella had a career day at the
plate,” said Lassi. “She was very
locked in and it was fun to watch.
I felt like her bat provided a great
energy for our team.”

Junior Clare Thomas had an
outstanding day as well, scoring
four times and driving in two runs
on four hits, including a double.
Freshman Grace Flynn went 3-3,

notching a run scored and an RBI,
while junior Maija Mattson went
2-4, scoring once and notching
two RBIs.

The Wolves had another solid
performance from sophomore
pitcher Zoe MacKenzie, who
scattered five hits in the contest,
allowing just two earned runs,
while striking out five MI-B batters.

“I thought we played well
defensively behind Zoe,” said

Perish notches six RBIs on double and two homers

Lassi. “Hannah made some big
plays at short stop. Our goal this
week was to get on a roll going
into the playoffs. Starting off 1-0
for the week was a great step in
that direction.”

The softball regular season
wraps up for the Wolves later
this week, with a road trip to Two
Harbors. They’ll host Floodwood
in their season finale on Saturday,
beginning at 11:30 a.m.

Last week’s story on
the Ely softball team’s
win over International
Falls should have credited
Zoe MacKenzie with the
pitching win. MacKenzie
allowed justtwo earned runs
on four hits, while striking
outthree,as Ely beat the pre-
viously undefeated Broncos
5-4. The Timberjay regrets
the error.

GOLF

NER-Ely girls take second in home golf tournament

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ELY- The Northeast Range —
Ely girls golf team teed it up on
their home course this week and
took second in the seven-team

East Range Conference tourney
on Monday at the Ely Golf Club.

Four teams fielded enough
golfers to compete for the team
title, and NER-Ely’s total of 204
strokes was just eight behind
winner Rock Ridge.

Abby Koivisto led the team
with a third-place finish and
carded a 10-over-par 47.Coming
in seventh was Carena DeBeltz
with a 50, followed in ninth place
by Danica Sunblad, who shot a
53. Maizy Sunblad rounded out

the team scoring in 12th witha 54.
The team fared well in an
invitational tourney in Hibbing on
Friday,May 10,taking third place
among the nine teams competing
for the team title.
Maizy Sunblad led the charge

in Hibbing, placing third in the
18-hole par 72 event with an 86.
Koivisto wound up in 17th with
a 101, Ruby Milton shot a 106
to finish 23rd, and DeBeltz shot
a 111 for 29th place.

NER-Ely boys take second at Hoyt Lakes meet, struggle at Hibbing

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

HIBBING- The Northeast
Range — Ely boys golf team teed
itupinback-to-back tourneys last
week,chalking up a second-place

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

finish at Hoyt Lakes while strug-
gling at Hibbing.

The Mesabi East East
Range Conference tournament
atHoytLakes on Thursday found
NER-Ely in good form, placing
second behind Rock Ridge

among five schools in the team
competition.

Thomas Homer took team
honors with a 42, six over par
in the nine-hole event. Homer
finished fourth. Wesley Sandy
and Alex Merriman toured the

circuit with identical rounds of
47, tying for 11th. Ty Walker’s
15th-place score of 49 was the
final piece of the team scoring
puzzle for NER-Ely.

The team took only three
players to Hibbing, and the

18-hole layout proved to be a stiff
challenge. Merriman turned in
the best round with a 95, placing
47th.Sandy camein at 99 for 53rd
place, and Lewis Powell carded
a 101 for 55th.

champions.”

The Wolves dropped
two more games over the
weekend, taking part in
the Blackduck tourna-
ment. Errors proved Ely’s
undoing in the afternoon
contest with Blackduck.
The Drakes took advan-
tage of three Ely errors
in the first two innings to
jump out to a 5-0 lead.
The Wolves cut their lead
to 5-2 in the sixth inning
as Levens, senior Deegan
Richards, and freshman
Owen Marolt all notched
hits. The Drakes added two
more in the bottom of the
frame on another Ely error

to extend their lead to 7-2.
The Wolves rallied in
the seventh, as Levens and
Drew Marolt both notched
doubles to put four more
runs on the board but they
left the bases loaded as the
comeback fizzled.

Starting pitcher Owen
Marolt struggled with
control, walking seven
batters while giving up just
two hits in three innings
of work.

“We justdug ourselves
another hole early in the
game,” said Ivancich.“Five
more errors and eight walks
to any team is just putting
pressure on us.”

SOFTBALL...Continued from page 1B

MacKenzie reached base
on a single and a walk, and
Ely got a two-out single by
Huntington to go ahead4-2.
North Woods got part
of that back in their half of
the inning, with Ella Kruse
getting a walk and a steal
and crossing the plate on a
sacrifice by Emarie Gibson
to make the score 4-3.
The Wolves wentdown
inorder in the fifth,leaving
anopening for the Grizzlies
to retake the lead. Zoey

TRA CK...Continued from page 1B

The girls scored two
individual championships.
Violet Udovich took the
400 meters crown with a
time of 1:01.9, and Mattie
Lindsay, Elsa Ellerbrook,
Katy Brophy and Molly
Brophy combined to win
the 4x800 relay with a time
of 10:53 4.

Other top-15 finishers
for the Wolves included:

100m — Lydia Shultz,
ninth, 14.29.

200m-Anna Larson,sixth,
29.61; Addison Forsman, 14th,
31.14.

400m- Isabella Macho,
13th, 1:14.28.

800m — Ivy Ohlhauser,
fifth, 2:50.63; Chantel Ridings,
11th, 3:08.54.

1600m — Molly Brophy,
third, 5:49.83; Mattie Lindsay,
fourth, 5:59.08; Katy Brophy,
sixth, 6:12.21.

3200m - Elsa Ellerbroek,
eighth, 14:09.45; Anna Dunn,
tenth, 14:46.15.

4x100 relay — Carmen
Nelson, Lydia Shultz, Miriam
Messerschmidt, Anna Larson,
fifth, 55.86.

4x200 relay — Miriam
Messerschmidt, Alyssa Ice,
Anna Larson, Grace LaTourell,
sixth, 1:59.69.

4x400relay —Lydia Shultz,
Sarah Visser, Violet Udovich,
Grace LaTourell, second,
4:17.93.

Burckhardt got on board
with a single, then Cheney
hitablistering shot that was
too hot for Penke to handle
at short, scoring the tying
run as Cheney ended up on
second. After advancing to
third, Cheney scored the
go-ahead run on double to
right by Kruse.

Trailing 5-4 going
into the sixth, the Wolves
charged back. MacKenzie
was hit by a pitch and
replaced with a pinch

It was a sixth inning
comedy of errors that put
Ely on the short end of a
10-3 score against Red Lake
County Saturday morning.
“Red Lake County erupted
for six runs on one hit in
the bottom of the sixth
inning to blow open a
4-2 game,” said Ivancich.
It was five Ely errors in
the frame that made the
difference. “Against a
fundamentally solid team
like Red Lake County,” said
Ivancich, “you just cannot
commit eight errors in a
game and expectto win. We
just mentally broke down
in some key situations that

ultimately cost us.”

Senior hurler Brecken
Sandberg took the loss for
Ely, giving up six runs on
four hits while striking out
eight and walking just two.

Sophomore Drew
Johnson, Chittum, Drew
Marolt, and senior Deegan
Richards each notched
two hits as the Wolves
outhit Red Lake 12 to 5.
The Wolves stranded 12
runners, further adding to
their troubles.

The Wolves did
manage a win at home
last Thursday, when they
downed Chisholm 11-0 on
the strength of a near-per-

fect pitching performance
by sophomore Hunter
Halbakken, who faced
just one batter over the
minimum in the one-hit
shutout. Halbakken struck
out ten and walked just one
inone of Ely’s best pitching
performances of the season
so far.

Ely’s offense showed
promise as well, as Levens
drove in three runs while
Leeson and Drew Marolt
drove in two runs apiece.
Halbakken helped his cause
with two hits as well.

While the Chisholm
result was a high point,
following up with three

straight losses deflated
hopes a bit. “Mentally we
are a very fragile team and
are making way too many
excuses for our lack of
focus,” said Ivancich. “As
I'told the team we are going
tofaceevery team’s number
one or number two pitchers
going forward and we need
to be ready for that. We are
justnot good enough to just
show up and think we are
going to win.”

Ely will hostits annual
Veterans Showcase tour-
nament this Friday and
Saturday. See the schedule
on page 1B of this week’s
issue.

runner. Grace Flynn
reached onasingle,and Ely
scored their first run of the
inning on a single to center
by Makenzi Huntington. A
bloop single to center by
Thomas plated two more
runs, and the Wolves took
a 7-5 lead going into the
bottom of the inning.
After fouling off a pair
of bunt attempts, Gibson
rapped a single between
charging Ely infielders to
get the Grizzlies rolling. A

single by Talise Goodsky
plated Gibson. With runners
on the corners, Addison
Burckhardthitahard infield
grounder and was safe on
an error at first, with both
runners scoring for an 8-7
lead. Cheney launched a
triple to the center field
wall, scoring another run.
Thiel put the cap on the
inning with a sacrifice hit
that scored Cheney.
Mattson led off with
a walk in the final frame

but was out on a force
at second as MacKenzie
reached on a fielding error.
Amelia Penke went down
on strikes and Grizzlies’
second baseman Rory
Bundy gathered in a pop
up by Flynn to seal the
Grizzlies 10-7 win.

Peyton Huntington led
the Wolves with three hits
and three RBIs. Cheney had
three hits and three RBIs for
North Woods.

“It took us a few

innings to get our bats
going,” Ely Head Coach
Cory Lassi said. “I thought
we had a better approach at
the plate after our first time
though the order. We took
the lead late in the game
in the sixth inning, but we
made some mistakes in the
bottom of the sixth that
were too big to overcome.”

Shot put — Rachel Carter,
sixth, 27°3”.

Discus — Sarah Visser,
third, 86°11.5”; Rachel Carter,
fourth,84°6”; Addison Forsman,
seventh, 80°8”.

High jump —Lydia Shultz,
fourth, 4°6”; Violet Udovich,
12th, 4.

Long jump — Addison
Forsman, fourth, 14°8”; Alyssa
Ice, 11th, 13°5.5”; Anna Dunn,
14th, 12°6.75”.

Triple jump — Sarah
Visser, fifth,29°9.25”; Addison
Forsman, eighth, 29°4.5”;
Alyssa Ice, 15th, 26.3.5”.

On the boys side, Leo
Stalmer fell one spot shortof
winning the 300m hurdles
race, placing second in a
time of 43.99. That topped
the Wolves’ performances,
with others cracking the
top-15 including:

100m - Caleb Larson,
tenth, 12.64.

200m - Caleb Larson,
seventh, 24.92; Dylan Durkin,
tenth, 25.54.

400m—Blake Houde, 15th,
1:06.92.

800m — Silas Solum, third,
2:09.69; Wyatt Devine, ninth,
2:30.79.

1600m - Oliver
Hohenstein, fifth, 5:19.95;
Brooks Brenny, sixth, 5:31.94.

3200m — Mason Kurnava,
eighth, 12:06.79; Blake Houde,
tenth, 12:40.6.

110m hurdles — Leo

Stalmer, fourth, 17.97.

4x100 relay - Eli
Olson, Wyatt Mattson, Milo
McClelland, Tory Hughley,
fourth, 50.02.

4x200 relay — Dylan
Durkin, Wyatt Mattson, Milo
McClelland, Tory Hughley,
third, 1:42.32.

4x400 relay — Eli Olson,
Caleb Larson, Silas Solum, Leo
Stalmer, third, 3:48.41.

4x800 relay - Milo
McClelland, Wyatt Devine,
Brooks Brenny, Oliver
Hohenstein, third, 9:41.

Shot put — Wyatt Mattson,
eighth, 33°9”; Tory Hughley,
14th, 29°8.5”.

Discus — Wyatt Mattson,
fifth, 97°5”; Milo McClelland,
ninth, 91°1”.

Long jump — Eli Olson,
12th, 16°10.25”; Dylan Durkin,
13th, 16°6.75”; Leo Stalmer,
15th, 16°1.5”.

Triple jump—Silas Solum,
fourth, 38°1.75”; Mason
Kurnava, 14th, 29°5.5”; Eli
Olson, 15th, 26°5”.

Boys meet in Chisholm

The boys placed fourth
in the eight-team O.J.
Belluzzo Invitational in
Chisholm on Thursday,
with Leo Stalmer leading
the way with a first-place
finish in the 300-meter
hurdles with a time of 44.7
seconds. Stalmer was alsoa
partofthe victorious 4x400

relay team that included Eli
Olson, Caleb Larson, and
Silas Solum. The quartet
completed the four circuits
around the racing oval in a
time of 3:43.

Other top-15 finishers
for the boys included:

100 meters—Caleb Larson,
10th, 12.37.

200m - Dylan Durkin,
fourth, 24.19; Caleb Larson,
ninth, 25.09.

800m — Silas Solum, third,
2:09.85; Wyatt Devine, tenth,
2:24.65.

1600m - Oliver
Hohenstein, fifth, 5:14.38;
Brooks Brenny, sixth, 5:16.77;
Blake Houde, ninth, 5:51.98.

3200m — Mason Kurnava,
fourth, 12:17.89; Blake Houde,
sixth, 12:57.29.

110m hurdles - Leo
Stalmer, fourth, 17.99.

300m hurdles — Mason
Kurnava, 11th, 1:02.67.

4x200 relay — A. Wyatt
Mattson, Tory Hughley, Milo
McClelland, Dylan Durkin,
second, 1:42.18;B.John Schlitz,
Oren Solum, Avery Ellerbroek,
Grady Anderson, ninth,2:15.72.

4x400 relay — Oliver
Hohenstein, Brooks Brenny,
Tory Hughley,MiloMcClelland,
sixth, 4:05.2.

4x800 relay - Milo
McClelland, Wyatt Devine,
Brooks Brenny, Oliver
Hohenstein, second, 9:26.72.

Shot put — Wyatt Mattson,

twelfth, 33°5.75”.

Discus —Wyatt Mattson,
tenth,94°4””. Milo McClelland,
14th, 89°4”.

Highjump—Dylan Durkin,
fifth, 5°4”.

Long jump — Eli Olson,
seventh, 17°3.5”; Dylan Durkin,
eighth, 17°3”; Leo Stalmer,
14th, 16°2”.

Triple jump — Eli Olson,
third, 37°2.5”.

Girls meet in Hibbing

Meanwhile, the Ely
girls laced up the cleats
for the John Tingstad
Invitational in Hibbing
on Thursday, also placing
fourth among the eight
teams entered. Kaylin
Visser brought home the
championship in the discus
forthe Wolves withaheave
0f96’4.5,and Sarah Visser
captured top honors in the
long jump with a leap of
14°10”.

Other Ely girls with
top-15 finishes included:

100m — Alyssa Ice, 13th,
14.98; Selam Houle, 14th,
15.02.

200m—AnnaLarson,sixth,
29.69.

800m — Ivy Ohlhauser,
tenth, 2:57.69.

1600m — Molly Brophy,
second, 5:41.49; Mattie
Lindsay, fourth, 5:52.04; Katy
Brophy, fifth, 6:01.87; Elsa

Ellerbroek, 12th, 6:29.52.
3200m—AnnaDunn, fifth,
15:20.8.

4x100 relay — A. Carmen
Nelson,Miriam Messerschmidt,
Violet Udovich, Anna Larson,
56.75; B.Lizzy Meriman, Kaija
Shultz, Bela Moskowitz, Stella
Kovisto, 12th, 1:06.75.

4x200 relay — A. Miriam
Messerschmidt, Lydia Shultz,
Anna Larson, Grace LaTourell,
fifth,1:55.31; B.Alison Poppler,
June Nelson, Chantel Ridings,
Stella Koivisto, tenth, 2:17.9.

4x400 relay — A. Lydia
Shultz, Sarah Visser, Violet
Udovich, Grace LaTourell,
second, 4:15.71; B. Isabella
Macho, Lucy Dunn, Siiri
Nelson,Maddie Johnson, sixth,
5:31.82.

4x800 relay — Mattie
Lindsay, Elsa Ellerbroek, Katy
Brophy, Molly Brophy, second,
10:57.09; B. Ivy Ohlhauser,
Maddie Johnson, Lucy Dunn,
Isabella Macho, fourth,
12:38.69.

Discus — Sarah Visser,
sixth, 80’; Addison Forsman,
12th, 70°.

High jump — Lydia Shultz,
seventh, 4°8”; Violet Udovich,
tenth, 4’27,

Long jump — Addison
Forsman,second, 14°10”’; Anna
Dunn, 11th, 13°5”.

Triple jump — Sarah
Visser, fifth, 30°4.5”’; Addison
Forsman, eighth, 29.3.25”;
Anna Dunn, 13th, 25°1.5”.
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BOIS FORTE

Ebert chosen as new CEQ for
Bois Forte Business Corp.

TOWER — Despite only be-
ing on the job for a few weeks,
Bois Forte Business Devel-
opment Corporation’s new
CEO Andrew Ebert is already
making a significant impact.

Not only is Ebert immersing
himself in the inner workings of
Bois Forte Tribal Government
operations, but he is also soak-
ing up as much information as
he can about Fortune Bay Re-
sort Casino, the economic en-
gine that drives programming
for Bois Forte band members.

To help with his transition,
Ebert has spent a lot of time
getting to know employees and
guests by walking the casino
floor and gleaning as much in-
formation as possible to get up
to speed on what works for For-
tune Bay and what doesn’t. He
has also stepped in to help man
the Gold Mine Grill when it gets
overly busy, as he is not one to
stand around and watch others
do all the work.

In Ebert’s eyes, Fortune
Bay, which boasts a 172-room
resort, casino, full-service mari-
na, RV Park, golf course, dining
options, and much more, has a
lot of potential that still needs to
be tapped. He’s also fully aware
that the property, which is now
over 38 years old, will need
some renovations and expansion
to truly position itself as a desti-
nation getaway.

A lot of the elements are al-
ready in place, as the property
is located on one of the state’s
largest and most popular lakes,
which is home to great fishing
and recreational activities. The
Wilderness at Fortune Bay Golf
Course, which is ranked as one
of the state’s best public cours-
es, draws in visitors from all
over the region and country.

So, in many ways, the can-
vas is already set for Ebert to

start painting his vision of how
Fortune Bay and its staff can
step up their game to help Bois
Forte prosper for years to come.
But he also realizes he’s only
one person and will look to his
leadership team and front-line
staff for input in the process.

“Iam big on having an open-
door policy,” said Ebert at a re-
cent meeting with his managers
and directors. “So, if anyone has
comments, questions, concerns,
or great ideas to run with, I want
to hear about them.”

Ebert, a Kansas City native,
added that it doesn’t matter if
those suggestions to improve
our operations are immediate
and small or entail mid-range
or long-term goals. The crucial
element is that he wants to start
compiling a game plan in which
proactive thinking trumps reac-
tive thinking.

“We’re going to end up get-
ting into strategic and capital
planning very soon,” said Ebert,
who most recently worked as
the Executive Director for the
Ponca Economic Development
Corporation in Lincoln.

“It sounds like we’ve al-
ready had a lot of talks in the
past about vision but not any
execution.”

However, Ebert is confi-
dent he, along with the help of

Drew Ebert is the new
CEO for the Bois Forte
Development Corporation
(BFDC). Ebert will

oversee the BFDC,

which includes Fortune
Bay Resort Casino, The
Wilderness at Fortune
Bay, the Y Store in Tower
and the C Store in Nett
Lake. In addition to having
an office at Fortune Bay,
Ebert will be spending time
at the Reservation Tribal
Government Building in
Nett Lake.

his new team, will have a clear
vision for Fortune Bay and, ul-
timately, the Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa.

“These things I am talking
about are not my ideas; I am get-
ting them because I am talking
to the people who do the work,”
said Ebert, who was a self-em-
ployed Business Consultant for
13 years before his stint for the
Ponca Tribe. “That’s what we
need to do. There are a lot of
good ideas here, a lot of good
experience.”

For Bois Forte Tribal Chair
Cathy Chavers, that positive
way of thinking is what led the
Tribal Council to select Ebert to
lead Bois Forte to a promising
future.

“He really stood out
amongst the other candidates
because he is a go-getter with
a proven track record,” said
Chavers of Ebert, who received
a Bachelor of Communications
and Master of Public Adminis-
tration from the University of
Missouri. “We feel that Drew
will be the perfect addition to
our entire team, and we look
forward to having much success
under his leadership.”

Annual Healthy Aging Expo May 30 in Ely

ELY- Area seniors and those
who help care for them are invit-
ed to the Healthy Aging Expo on
Thursday, May 30 at Grand Ely
Lodge in Ely. This annual event
focuses on promoting healthy
lifestyles, education, and care-
giver support for older adults in
our community.

The event runs from 9 a.m.
—3:30 p.m. and is free of charge.
Alight lunch will be served. The
resource showcase begins at 9
a.m., and speakers will begin at
10 a.m. Local businesses and or-
ganizations will have the oppor-
tunity to promote their services
and resources that support older
adults’ healthy living. Families
and persons dealing with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related
disorders will also find valuable
information.

The expo will feature ex-

Jennie Woodenfrog

Jennie Woodenfrog “Ge
be-gah shig”, 94, longtime Nett
Lake resident, made her journey
to the spirit world on Tuesday,
May 7, 2024. Traditional ser-
vices were held on Monday,
May 13 at the Nett Lake Gov-
ernment and Community Ser-
vices Center. The spiritual ad-
visor was Bill Blackwell and
the spiritual advisor’s assistant
was Vernon Adams. Pallbearers
were Matthew Boney, Jeffrey
Boney, Jason Boney, Anthony
Juliano, Kyle Juliano and John
Juliano. The honorary bear-
ers were Jim Morrison, Pete
Boney Jr., Vernon Boney, Andyr
Warrington, Brad Johnson and
James Wilde. Burial was in the
Woodenfrog Cemetery in Nett
Lake. Arrangements were with
Mlaker Funeral Home in Cook.

She is survived by her niec-
es, Irene Boney of Roseville and
Mary Ann Juliano of Lawrence,
Kan.; and many grandnieces,
grandnephews, great-grandniec-
es and great-grandnephews.

pert speakers covering a wide
range of topics relevant to aging
individuals. Whether you’re in-
terested in health, wellness, or
caregiving, there will be some-
thing for everyone.

The expo is also a chance to
connect with fellow community
members, caregivers, and pro-
fessionals who share a passion
for healthy aging.

Tentative speakers include:
Angela Lunde (Mayo Clinic):
How to Lower your Risk of
Alzheimer’s Disease; Molly Ed-
wards (Essentia Health): Men-
tal Health and Aging; Georgia
Lane (AAAA): Age-Friendly
Minnesota; Jess Langer (Senior
LinkAge Line): How Senior
LinkAge Line Can Help — Plan-
ning Ahead; Kristen Parendo
(Justice North): Elder Law;
Beth Hartshorn and Abby Sirek

Ray D. Rahkola

Ray Dennis Rahkola, 74,
of Panama City Beach, Fla.,
longtime resident of Embarrass,
passed away on Sunday, May
5, 2024. Services will be de-
termined. Find information via
Facebook family members or
What’s UP Embarrass, Minne-
sota Facebook page.

Ralph L. Richtsmeier

Ralph L. Richtsmeier, 95,
of Babbitt, passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, April 25,
2024, at his home. Services will
be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
May 25 at Woodland Presbyte-
rian Church in Babbitt, followed
by a visitation with coffee at
the church. Burial will be at the
Argo Cemetery in Babbitt fol-
lowing the visitation.

He is survived by his wife,
Betty Hoversten Richtsmei-
er; sons, Timothy Richtsmeier
of Babbitt and Jeffrey (Irma)
Richtsmeier of Rochester;
daughter, Rebecca Richtsmeier
of Woodbury; and many nieces

(Ely-Bloomenson Community
Hospital): Outpatient Infusion
Therapy Services; Patti Banks
and Jodi Martin (Ely-Bloomen-
son Community Hospital):
Healthcare “Hot Topics”; Tom-
my Teigen, Beth artshorn and
Abby Sirek (Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital): Heart
Health Meds & Cardiac Rehab

Northwoods  Partners is
grateful for the support of
Ely-Bloomenson Communi-
ty Hospital, Ely Community
Pharmacy, and Victory Fund for
sponsoring this event.

For more information, con-
tact Lisa Porthan, Executive Di-
rector Northwoods Partners at
Lisa@northwoodspartners.org
or (218) 365-8019. Northwoods
Partners is a 501©(3) non-profit
that serves area older adults and
their families.

and nephews.

Frederick A. Lesemann

Frederick “Fred” Allan Le-
semann, 74, of El Paso, Texas,
formerly of Embarrass, passed
away peacefully in his home
surrounded by loved ones on
Wednesday, May 8, 2024. No
public services will be held.
Notes can be sent to Jennifer
Nelson, 11976 Banner Crest Dr.,
El Paso, TX 79936. The fam-
ily asks that in lieu of flowers,
friends perform an act of kind-
ness for a person in need.

He is survived by his
daughters, Lyn (Shakeel) Kahn,
Kristen (Vicente) Pantoja and
Jennifer (Ronald) Nelson; sib-
lings, Janet McKeon, Ellen Hit-
ner, David Lesemann and Patri-
cia Lesemann; grandchildren,
Shaina, Dustin, Austin, William,
Alexander and Adaam; three
great-grandchildren; several
nieces and nephews.
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The Ely Fire Department and a fire crew from the U.S.

Forest Service putting out a fire in the alley off of 12th
Ave. between Pattison and White Streets. photo by C. Clark

Fire season arrives in Ely

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely Fire Depart-
ment responded to a brush fire
shortly after 11 a.m. on Sunday
in the alley off 12th Ave., scant
feet from several homes. The
fire started on the south side of
the alley in a wooded, lowland
lot and burned approximately
20 feet along the alley and ten
feet into the wooded lot.

The cause of the fire is still
under investigation. Fire Chief
Dave Marshall told the Timber-
jay, “It could have started any
number of ways. It could have

been overhead electric lines
arcing in the wind. It could
have been flammable liquids
heating up in discarded bottles.
We just don’t know yet. The
important thing was getting
it out quickly, especially on a
windy day like this.”

Marshall expressed his
gratitude for the help from the
USES fire crew, “They’re ex-
perts with brush fires like this.”
The Ely Police and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources also
responded to the incident.

GOOD NEIGHBORS

Ely Historic State Theater receives
award for services for seniors

Georgia Lane of the Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging
(second from right) with the staff and board of directors
of Ely’s Historic State Theater last week. submitted photo

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Ely’s Historic State
Theater (EHST) was given an
Aging Impact Award last week
by the Arrowhead Area Agen-
cy on Aging (AAAA). The
agency issues the awards ev-
ery year to businesses and or-
ganizations in the region “that
respond to the needs of older
adults in the community. This
includes providing innovative
services, adapting or improv-
ing the physical space, mar-
keting to older adults, hiring
practices, training, and cus-
tomer experience.”

AAAA heard about how
EHST serves seniors from a
staff member at Northwoods
Partners, according to Geor-
gia Lane, Principal Planner
for AAAA. After observing
the customer service the the-
ater’s staff provides to seniors,
the staff member was so im-
pressed she nominated the the-
ater for the award.

EHST Executive Di-
rector Jacob White told the

Timberjay that the theater is
uniquely qualified to serve se-
niors because it’s an accessi-
ble-friendly space and it offers
proactive customer service for
those with accessibility chal-
lenges.

“Our staff has a policy of
being mindful of our custom-
ers,” White said, “and that in-
cludes escorting customers to
their seats and carrying their
concessions for them if they
need the extra hand. It’s a de-
cision the theater board made
about how we wanted to oper-
ate when we reopened.”

The nonprofit theater re-
opened in 2020 after a long
renovation. It was redesigned
with seniors and those with
mobility challenges in mind,
said White. “We even have
closed captioning devices for
those who may be hard of
hearing. The interior was built
to accommodate more acces-
sible spaces for seniors and
those using wheelchairs and
walkers. A lot of hard work
went into the renovation of the
space to make it accessible.”

Volunteers needed at Tower Depot Museum

TOWER- Are you will-
ing to share your time and
enthusiasm greeting visitors
to the Tower-Soudan Histor-
ical Society depot-museum
this summer? The society is
excited for the coming tourist
season. The depot-museum
will open on Friday, May 24.
Last year the depot welcomed
over 2,000 visitors. The his-
torical society hopes to have
the depot-museum open from
10 am. — 4 p.m. on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays, and Mon-
days with area volunteers.
Your help and support are cru-
cial. The society is looking at

three-hour shifts (10 a.m. — 1
p.m. and 1 — 4 p.m.) through-
out the summer (Memorial
Day weekend through Labor
Day weekend) and volunteers
are able to sign up for days
whenever it fits their schedule.
Training is provided. The ex-
perience is rewarding and fun.
Please consider signing up for
a shift or two over the summer.
Bring a friend. Contact TSHS
Vice-President Linda Folstad
at 218 750-0193 for more in-
formation.
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AIR QUALITY

Canadian wildfires expected to prompt
above-average number of air quality alerts

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — This past Sunday’s
incursion of heavy wildfire smoke into
the North Country from north of the
border was a portent of what to expect
this summer and into the fall.

North Country residents canexpect
to breathe more wildfire smoke than
average this summer, although likely
not as much as last year, when the state
experienced arecord 52 air quality alert
days.All of the alerts affecting northern

Right: A red sun sets through
smoky skies last Sunday evening
as dense wildfire smoke from
Canada moved into the region.

photo by M. Helmberger

Minnesota last year were related to
smoke from Canadian wildfires.
“Wildfires in Canada and other
states have a significant impact
on Minnesota’s air quality, and
last year was profound,” said Matt

See SMOKY ..pg. 5B

NATURE’S MUSIC

The spring chorus

Patience proves key to observing and photographmg singing frogs

ere in the North
Country, the spring-
time woods can be a

noisy affair, and few sounds
are as symbolic of that sea-
sonal cacophony as the calling
of frogs. For years, I’ve tried
(though apparently not hard
enough) to capture images of
frogs mid-chorus, but found it
can be a challenge.

Turns out, there’s nothing
that will halt an amphibious
choir faster than

Top A boreal chorus frog
sings away from its soggy
home.

Right: The frog rests atop
floating vegetation.

photos by M. Helmberger

photography — patience. I paid
a visit to an extensive forested
wetland east of Soudan recent-
ly and alittle patience paid off,
as I was able to capture some
nice images and, even better,

observe the world of

attempting to get
too close. Like a
ripple in a pond,
the sound of silence
seems to radiate out
from me whenever
I’ve tried to get in
close enough to
attempt a photo.
And on those rare

frogs up close.

It was a windy
afternoon, which
probably helped
since the sound and
movement created
by the wind, along
with my camo gear,
helped to mask my
careful steps as I

occasions when - worked my way out
I’ve managed to MARSHALL | 0 the water. While
sneak in close,| HELMBERGER| the nearby frogs

trying to find the
source of the incredible sounds
emanating from thatephemeral
slough can be maddening.

Boreal chorus frogs, one
of our most common spring
singers, are tiny and their
common higher-pitched part-
ners, the spring peepers, are
evensmaller. Butthe combined
sound they generate this time
of year can be deafening.

I recently discovered that
the secret to photographing
singing frogs is the same as
it is for most types of wildlife

stopped singing at
first, I stood and waited and
after afew minutes, they forgot
about me and started up again.

Even then, finding the
tiny frogs in the midst of the
sedges, floating leaves, fallen
branches,and other debris, was
achallenge until I figured outto
stop looking for frogs and start
looking for the ripples they
make whenever they move.
That’s when the frogs started
coming into view.

Whileit was abright sunny
afternoon, normally a quiet

time for most frogs, the chorus
frogs were irrepressible and it
was their persistent singing that
prompted me to wade into the
swamp with my camera and
long lens.

These are tiny frogs, their
bodies averaging barely over
an inch, but they can generate
sounds clocking in at 90-110
decibels,and even louder when
large numbers are singing at
once.

There are many species of
chorus frogs, which includes
spring peepers, all under
the genus Pseudacris. The
boreal chorus frog is found
across a wide swath of central
Canada down into the central
and western U.S., including
Minnesota.Like many amphib-
ians, this speciesis knowntobe
declining, although the causes

See CHORUS.pg. 5B

This week’s featured flower
MARSH MARIGOLDS

Few signs of spring are more
dramatic or welcome as the explosion
of yellow across deciduous swamps
that signals the season of the Marsh
Marigolds, Caltha palustris. This
is a species found across the region
in wet areas, particularly alder and
ash swamps, where they appear like
sunshine even on a cloudy day.

They are easily identified by their
inch-and-a-half-wide, bright yellow
flowers, with 5-9 petal-like sepals that
showcase the 50-100 stamens packed
into each flower’s center. It’s glossy,
dark green basal leaves are typically
heart-shaped.

These are a widespread species,
found all the way into the high arctic.

The Marsh Marigold is amember
of the Buttercup family.

Outdoors briefly

Area stream levels
continue to show
considerable bounce

REGIONAL — Riverand stream
levels continued to exhibit consider-
able bounce this week as the impact
of late April and early May rains
faded. Area stream levels began the
ice-free season at near record lows
due to the lack of spring snowmelt
but rebounded significantly from
the spring rains, running well above
average levels for this time of year.

As of Monday, stream levels
were dropping quickly once again.
Measured at Littlefork, the Little
Fork River, for example, had fallen
fromits May 6 reading of 4,510 cubic
feet per second (well above the top
25th percentile for May) to 2,250 cfs
as of May 13. That’s about the 50th
percentile, or Q50 for the Little Fork.

Up at the border, the Rainy River
at Manitou Rapids had fallen from
15,200 cfs as of May 6 to 10,700 cfs.
That’s just above the Q75 for May,
meaning the level is likely to fall into
the low flow category in the next few
days without some significant addi-
tional rain. Some rain was forecast
for later in the week, but amounts
were generally forecasted to be under
half an inch.

Meanwhile, the Vermilion River
was down as well as of Monday’s
reading, registering at 1,050 cfs at
Crane Lake. That’s slightly below
average for May, but marks a consid-
erable improvement from the 220 cfs
reading back on March 31.
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Spring turkey hunting season
continues through May 31

REGIONAL —
Firearms turkey hunters who
have an unused tag from an
earlier hunt period can
participate in the final hunt
period from Wednesday,
May 22, through Friday,
May 31. Hunters can also
purchase a license for this
ten-day hunt.

Archery-only and
youth ages 17 and younger
are allowed to hunt during
any time period, including
the final one. Hunters cannot

purchaseboth afirearms and
archery-only license.
Turkey licenses can be
purchased online (mndnr.
gov/buyalicense), by
phone at 888-665-4236,
or in person from a license
agent. More information
about turkey hunting in
Minnesota can be found on
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources
website at mndnr.gov/
hunting/turkey.

SMOKY...Continued from page 4B ——

Taraldsen, lead meteorol-
ogist with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.
“Our meteorologists are
closely monitoring air
quality around the state,and
we are committed to pro-
viding accurate information
promptly so that everyone
can stay informed about
changing conditions.”

Earlier than average
snowmelt combined with
drought in Canada has
fueled another active fire
season across large swaths
of Canada, where high fire
danger is currently being
experienced across large
areas of northeastern British
Columbia, northwestern
Alberta and southern and
central Saskatchewan.
Smoke from fires in
those regions could reach
Minnesota whenever pre-
vailing winds are from the
northwest.

Modeling from MPCA
and its federal partners
highlight the persistence
of drought across parts of
Canada and Minnesota
and other factors that can
contribute to large wildfires
that ultimately impact air
quality.

The incursion of smoke
this past Sunday arrived
suddenly and quickly
pushed air quality indexes
into the red zone across
much of northeastern
Minnesota, a level that is
considered unhealthy for
all groups. That prompted
the region’s first air quality
alert of the year. Air quality
in the region had improved
by Monday as the smoke

Cook VFW
POST 1757
(218)666-0500
Open: Wed-Mon:
Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)
Thursday: BINGO

Opens: 5 PM
Games Start: 6:30 PM

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT ¢ 4:30-7 PM
1/3 LB BURGER - $6
206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

Potatoes
* Onion Sets
e Lawn Seed

HIBBING

na
£D
262-3049 .|

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

moved south, although air
quality reached unhealthy
levels in southern and
central Minnesota.

Though not projected
to reach the level of 2023,
wildfire smoke will impact
Minnesotans’ quality of
life and outdoor plans this
summer as we see more
impact from climate change
in the state, according to
MPCA experts. Wildfires
are becoming larger and
more frequent during the
summer months in the
U.S. and Canada. Warmer
temperatures and persistent
drought conditions make
it easy for fires to start
and quickly spread out of
control. Smoke from these
wildfires can travel thou-
sands of miles.

Minnesota drought

For now, it appears
most smoke affecting air
quality in Minnesota will
be coming from fires in
Canada. Recent rains have
improved the drought
conditions in Minnesota,
including in northeast-
ern Minnesota, where the
drought status improved
from moderate drought
to abnormally dry in the
latest U.S. Drought Monitor
report,issued last Thursday,
May 9. Fire danger as of
Monday of this week was
listed as high across the
northern two-thirds of St.
Louis County and the north-
ern half of Lake County,
while the danger in most
of Koochiching was rated
as very high.
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Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Ormr Hi
05/06 60 30 0.00 05/06 63 27 0.00 05/06 63 35 0.00 05/06 73
05/07 68 35 0.00 05/07 71 40 0.00 05/07 72 40 0.00 05/07 57
05/08 56 42 0.16 05/08 56 40 0.15 05/08 57 43 0.1 05/08 72
05/09 67 35 0.00 05/09 68 29 0.00 05/09 68 39 0.00 05/09 63
05/10 60 28 0.00 0510 63 32 0.00 0510 62 35 0.00 05/10 57
0511 52 na 0.20 05111 57 29 0.1 05/11 58 35 0.1 0511 72
0512 62 37 0.02 0512 67 48 0.00 0512 70 39 0.00 05/12 70
YTD Total 6.93 44.6” YTD Total 6.12 30.7” YTD Total 521 530" YTD Total

61 47

Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
36 0.02 05/06 62 32 0.00
50 0.00 05/07 71 48 0.00
45 020 05/08 54 30 0.17
34 0.00 05/09 67 36 0.00
39 0.00 0510 62 34 0.00
34 010 05/11 58 30 0.17
52 000 052 67 34 007
NA YTD Total 731 419"

CHORUS...Continued from page 4B

A wood frog kicks back and relaxes after a short stint of calling for a
mate. Dozens of wood frogs were recently congregated in a pool in a
wetland off the Murray Road, east of Soudan. photo by M. Helmberger

of that decline are likely complex.
They are known to be vulnerable to
avirulent pathogen thatis spreading
globally, affecting amphibian pop-
ulations everywhere.

Climate change, which has
generally led to drier conditions
here in the North Country, is likely
also impacting frogs as there is less
water on the landscape generally.

None of these concerns seemed
to be an issue during my recent visit
to the frogs. As I ventured further
into the swamp, I came across a
small, open pool that had attracted
at least a dozen wood frogs, which
were mostly lounging, just float-
ing on the surface of the water.
They’d occasionally paddle or

Fishing reports

kick their legs, interspersed with
their croaking “rick-rick-rick” call
which is nowhere near as loud as
the chorus frogs. They may have
justemerged days earlier from their
winter dormancy, during which
they are literally frozen solid, but
these frogs didn’t seem to be in a
hurry. They seemed to be enjoying
themselves, just hanging with their
pals, being frogs.

Wood frogs are a different
genus (Lithobates) than the chorus
frogs, and are noticeably bigger as
well, averaging about two and a
half inches in body length. They’re
recognized by their size, their dark
brown coloration and the rac-
coon-like mask around their eyes.

Wood frogs have gotten quite a
bit of attention from researchers in
recent years because of their ability
to freeze nearly solid in winter
through a variety of adaptations.
Most other frogs find wetlands in
the fall and bury themselves in the
sediments to avoid freezing, but the
wood frog simply burrows into the
leaf litter and freezes nearly solid
without any apparent damage.

They are also unusually ter-
restrial for a frog, and will range
long distances from water, relying
on the dampness of the forest floor
to maintain the skin moisture frogs
need. They’re known to range
widely (at least for a frog), travel-
ing hundreds of meters within their
habitats,although always connected
to a breeding pond.

Wood frogs are considered to
be heavily reliant on ephemeral
poolsthatarise in the wake of spring
snowmelt only to disappear in the
summer heat. A trend toward more
winters like we experienced this
year could certainly impact wood
frog reproduction down the road.
At this point, their populations are
considered healthy, and from the
look of things from my recent visit
to the swamp, they’re kicking back
and enjoying life!

Ely area

Walleye anglers were greeted
with warm water temps and clear
blue skies on opener, with water
temps from 51-59 degrees. As
they did last year, anglers out for
opener struggled to find fish. Small
walleyes, too small to keep, were a
common catch. A few anglers caught
keeper walleyes in 14-20 feet of
water on jigs and minnows.

So,where was the hot bite, with
the big keepers? In super shallow
water— just two-to-seven feet of
water, max! Here anglers are catch-

o Boats, trailers, and gear

€9 RrRemove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

ing walleyes pitching 1/16 0z.to 1/8
oz. jigs, tipped with a good lively
rainbow. Bigger the rainbow the
better! Shallow sand flats, gravel,
ornear slow moving creeks entering
a lake were the best places to find
these active walleyes. Top jig colors
reported were green...yes green,
bubble gum, blue and white.

Pike anglers had a great time
catching good numbers of quality
pike over opening weekend.
However, pike over40” proved very
challenging to find. Large suckers,
fished under a bobber, proved very
effective. Pike anglers found pike in

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

o Water from boat, bilge,
motor, and live well

0 Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

o Trash unused bait

shallow bays with emerging weeds
or a slow moving creek entering
the lake.

With warming water, anglers
found dark colored crappies in
shallow water staging to spawn on
many area lakes. Crappie minnows
fished under a bobber or hair jigs
fished back in shallow, sun soaked
bays, were very effective catching
nice crappies.

Courtesy of Arrowhead
Outdoors. See more at Arrowhead
OutdoorsElyMN .com.

. Everything at least five days
before going to other waters
. (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water

(120°F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

r

INITIATIVE
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EMPLOYMENT

Hiring Seasonal Help

Seeking passionate and professional individu-
als to work regular shifts at Ely’s Historic State
Theater, starting late May through September.

10-20 hours per week, Hourly wages $14-$19
based on experience.

Job skills required: Must be 18+, Cashier
experience/working a point of sale system,
great attitude and customer service, good
problem solver, self-motivated, must be able
to lift 50 lbs and works well with others, bar-
tending/food service experience a plus.

Bonus points for experience working with
social media, graphic design, marketing,
spreadsheets/data entry, and live events.

Join our growing team at Ely’s community
theater! Opportunities will exist for the right
candidate to join the team year-round.

Please submit your detailed resume and cover
letter to manager@elystatetheater.org NO
LATER THAN May 20, 2024. s/17

Tribal Police Officer

Closes: 05/24/2024

Position Purpose: A Police Officer ensures
safety, security, and the preservation of life
and property by maintaining law and order
and enforcing laws and ordinances. Solves
community problems by fostering open and
continuous communication and cooperation
between the community and law enforcement.
Maintains confidentiality of all privileged infor-
mation.
Excellent Benefits:

Single Medical & Dental - Free e Annual
Leave e Sick Leave e 401k match e 15 paid
holidays e Flex Plan e Life Insurance e LTD

e Voluntary Benefits available by payroll

deduction

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, May 3, 10, 17

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF VACANCY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners
will make six (6) appointments: One (1) Small
Cities representative, One (1) Chisholm rep-
resentative, One (1) Ely representative, One
(1) Northern Townships, One (1) Hermantown
representative, and One (1) At-Large rep-
resentative to the St. Louis County CDBG
Citizen Advisory Committee with terms expir-
ing December 31, 2027. The CDBG program
provides funds for community facilities, public
infrastructure, economic development, hous-
ing activities, and public service activities.

The CDBG Advisory Committee holds one
public hearing and three public meetings to
review applications and provide funding rec-
ommendations. Meetings are typically held in
January between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee
members are paid $50 per diem and mileage
at the current county rate. Members will need
access to and an understanding of computers.

Persons interested in being considered for this
appointment should submit an application no
later than June 30, 2024 to: Phil Chapman,
Clerk of County Board, 100 North 5th Avenue
West, Room 214, Courthouse, Duluth, MN,
55802, fax: 218-725-5060, or e-mail chap-
manp @stlouiscountymn.gov.

To apply online, go to www.stlouiscountymn.
gov/clerk, click on the “Application for Citizen
Advisory Committee”. Applications are also
available in the County Auditor’s Office in the
Duluth Courthouse and in the Government
Services Center in Virginia or by emailing
chapmanp@stlouiscountymn.gov. You may
also request an application by calling 218-
726-2385.

NANCY NILSEN, COUNTY AUDITOR
BY: Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board

Published in the Timberjay, May 17 & 24, 2024

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME
POSITION AVAILABLE

at the
TOWER SOUDAN INSURANCE AGENCY

We are currently looking for a part-time office
employee with good customer service skills
and computer skills. This employee would be
taking care of customer’s insurance needs
along with other general office duties. This
position could turn into a full-time position as
an insurance agent. We would provide all the
necessary training.

If interested, please call 218-753-2101
or e-mail tsagency@frontiernet.net -

POSITION OPENING

Ely Public Schools
Head Girls’ Basketball Coach

Ely Public Schools is looking for a Head Girls’
Basketball Coach starting in the 2024-2025
school year. Background check required.

Qualifications include:

> Bachelor’'s Degree;

» Coaching licensure or ability to obtain (certi-
fication required to be an MSHSL head coach
prior to the start of the 2024-2025 season);

> Previous coaching experience preferred;

>» Must be available for several practices/
games per week from mid-November to ear-
ly-March, including some weekends and

during school break periods.

Desired skills include:

>» Provide effective leadership for the pro-
gram, including development of practice and
participation plans and oversight of assistant
coaches.

> Demonstrate knowledge in all aspects of the
sport and convey knowledge at an appropriate
level to the athletes involved, running well
organized and effective practices.

> Work effectively with other programs and
personnel, including effective communication
with players, parents, administrators, faculty
and school staff and the media.

>» Work in support of the department’s and
school’s mission.

> Represent the school in a positive manner
among alumni, supporters and external agen-
cies.

» Maintain compliance with MSHSL require-
ments.

>» Manage budget effectively and manage
administrative affairs in a timely fashion.

>» Enforce and model proper standards of
sportsmanship.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the
following:

> District Application

>» Resume

» Copy of credentials declaring appropriate
License (per M.S. 122A.22)

Mail materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us
Stipend: $5,600

Application review begins: May 24, 2024; open
until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, May 17, 2024

VERMILION
. COUNTRY

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country School (VCS) is
seeking applicants for the following
positions:

Vermilion Country is a project based learning school seeking to expand
our staffing. We are adding new positions! Also interviewing for posi-
tions for the 2024/25 school year for other licensed teaching positions.
Currently open for interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485 or
email info@vermilioncountry.org for more information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades 7-12
(B.A. or teaching license required):

» Special Education Teacher (licensed)
» Literature/Language Arts and/or Social Studies (licensed)
» Science and/or Math Interdisciplinary Teacher (licensed)
> Social Worker (skills and students services focus on individual and
small group sklls work. LSW, LGSW, LICSW, Licensed School Social
Worker, or alterative certification considered LADC etc.)

Student Support and Community positions

(no education license required) Benefits Eligible
» Special Education Assistant /para(Special Education )
(Hourly $17.50 - 24.50/HR +)

» Student Success Counselor ($40,000 annual salary)
» Student Success Program Specialist, (hourly $24-$30/hr+ DOE)

Part Time:

» Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE
» Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus)

Hourly rate DOE

5-20 hours per week.

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org and/or 218-248-2485

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bearville Cemetery Honor Guard
Ceremony on Saturday,
May 25 at 10:00 a.m.

The Effie American Legion Post 182 Honor
Guard will be conducting a Memorial
Ceremony at the Bearville Township
Cemetery. The Bearville Cemetery is located
approximately two miles

on Highway 65,
south of County Rd. 22. There will be a lunch
after the ceremony at the Carpenter Town
Hall, 13727 Hwy. 1, Carpenter Township . All
are welcome.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk
Published in the Timberjay, May 17, 2024

FUNERAL SERVICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS
DISTRICT COURT-
CIVIL DIVISION
SIXTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
Court File No.
69HI-CV-24-101
Case Type: Other
(Quiet Title)

Civil Summons
To be tried in the city of
Hibbing

Paul M. Byrd

And Nancy J. Byrd

Plaintiffs

Vs.

Holly M. Perttu (aka Holly
Skubic)

The Estate of Verna M.
Samich

The Estate of Peter J. Samich
And any others who claim
an interest in the subject real
property, also all of persons
unknown claiming any right,
title, estate, interest, or lien
in the real estate described in
the Compaint herein,
Defendants

This Summons is directed
to Holly M. Perttu (aka Holly
Skubic), by and through he
rattorney David Lutz, and
to the Estate of Verna M.
Samich (dod 9/5/2020), and
the Estate of Peter J. Samich
(dod 2/16/2021). The heirs
of both Verna Samich and
Peter Samich are believed
to be: Gayle Samich, Paula
Schweiger, Holly Skubic,
Michael Samich, and Mark
Samich, and no others.

1. You are being sued. The
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit
against you. The Complaint is
attached to this Summons. Do
not throw these papers away.
They are official papers that
start a lawsuit and affect your
legal rights, even if nothing
has been filed with the court
and even if there is not court
file number on this Summons.

2. You must BOTH reply,
in writing, AND get a copy

of your reply to the person/
business who is suing you
within 21 days to protect your
rights. Your reply is called an
Answer. Getting your reply to
the Plaintiff is called service.
You must serve a copy of
your Answer or Answer and
Counterclaim (Answer) within
21 days from the date you
received the Summons and
Complaint.

ANSWER: You can find the
Answer form and instructions
on the MN Judicial Branch
website at www.mncourts.gov/
forms under the “Civil” catego-
ry. The instructions will explain
in detail how to fill out the
Answer form.

3 You must respond to each
claim. The Answer is your writ-
ten response to the Plaintiff’s
Complaints. In your Answer
you must state whether you
agree or disagree with each
paragraph of the Complaint.
If you think the Plaintiff should
not be given everything they
asked for in the Complaint,
you must say that in your
Answer.

4. SERVICE: You may lose
your case if you do not send
a written response to the
Plaintiff. If you do not serve
a written Answer within 21
days, you may lose this case
by default. You will not get to
tell your side of the story. If
you choose not to respond,
the Plaintiff may be awarded
everything they asked for in
their Complaint. If you agree
with the claims stated in the
Complaint, you don’t need to
respond. A default judgement
can then be entered again you
for what the Plaintiff asked for
in the Complaint.

To protect your rights, you
must serve a copy of your
Answer on the person who
signed this Summons in per-
son or by mail at this address:
Sipila Law Office LLC, 412 1st
St. S., Virginia, MN 55792,
email: ange @sipilaw.com, fax:
218-741-5000.

5. Carefully read the
Instructions (CIV301) for the
Answer in your next steps.

6. Legal Assistance. You may
wish to get legal help from ar
attorney. If you do not have
an attorney and would like
legal help:

+ Visit www.mncourts.gov/self-
help and click on the “Lega
Advice Clinics” tab to get more
information about legal clinics
in each Minnesota county.

+ Court Administration may
have information about plac-
es where you can get lega
assistance.

NOTE: Even if you cannot get
legal help, you must still serve
a written Answer to protec!
your rights or you may lose
the case.

7. Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR). The parties
may agree to or be orderec
to participate in an ADR pro-
cess under Rule 114 of the
Minnesota Rules of Practice.
You must still serve your writ-
ten Answer, even if you expect
to use ADR.

8. This lawsuit involves interest
in real estate legally describec
as: NW1/4 of SW1/4, excep!
the railway right of way,
Section 5, Township 57,
Range 19, in St. Louis County,
Minnesota, together with al
hereditaments and appurte-
nances thereto.

Dated: The 2nd day of May,
2023

Sipila Law Office LLC

Angela E. Sipila

Attorney for Plaintiffs

412 1st Street South, Suite 1
Virginia, MN 55792

Attorney ID No 024501X
ange @sipilaw.com

Phone and fax: (218) 741-
5000

Published in the Timberjay,
May 3, 10 & 17, 2024

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

8

3

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

HELP WANTED

Age 55+ workers needed for
PT light custodial/groundskeep-
ing at the Lake Vermilion State
Park. Contact Green View at
651-639-1913. 5/24V

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

©YAMAHA

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

FOR

SALE

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY
PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely,
218-235-3819I

SELL
It
HERE

Get
Results!

Advertise
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Timberjay!
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BOAT WORKS
L5

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM
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Storage * Complete Service * Sales

 Mioane,

y .
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Since 1926
L Handberg’s }
>

& GENE]KL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage

218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call

Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150

Your local covree for news,
music- and entertsinment!

91.7im - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemidji

( .
A

89.91m - Brainerd

Kaxe.org
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ACROSS 50 Difficult 96 Warned 12 Yuletide mo. 46 Fencer’s 85 Head cover
1 Nineveh's matter to 97 Bird that 13 “Harold and attack 86 Mark of TV's
empire deal with flies near the Maude” 47 Jason of “Bad “Super-
8 Its capital is 54 Saw or sickle ocean’s director Hal Teacher” natural”
B : Tt Kampala 55 Implore surface 14 When it's 50 Celebrity 89 Certain
. . . . 14 12-step 56 Olympic 102 Utter failure 1600 hours status penpoint
Quicksilver 9-ft inflatable dinghy, 1988 affiliate skater Midori 103 Military base 15 “Blaze” 51 Doughnut or feature
Johnson 8HP outboard, and trailer. group 57 Enumerating 104 “The best is actress bagel's shape g0 oo "~
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GARAGE SALES designs in 69 Hairstyling 115 Northern 18 New Mexico 56 Blue shade humor
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There are 13 black hexagons in the _W 31 32 33
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Find your favorite brands
INTEREST

at Anderson

ANDERSON [
ARD
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LAYAWAY
AWAILABLE

&EKITCHENS

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN + 218-741-9356

Tekautz Mechanical

Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
Repair & Install

Steve Tekautz

612-845-1625
P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782
(We accept credit cards) i

HOME IMPROVEMENT

I8 ] E=

:

Memorial Day Rebates
COLORFUL SAVINGS * May 24-June 2
$15 REBATE

Valspar Accolade
per gallon container/ $75 per
5-gallon container.

i $12REBATE &
Valspar Medallion Plus

per gallon container/ $60 per
5-gallon container.

[~ $8 REBATE

valspar

. LE
HoALLCe

See store Valspar Supreme Edge
for rebate L0 per gallon container/ $40 per
details. . . 5-gallon container.

Trusted. Local. Experts

VERMILLION
ROOFING.com
218-800-ROQF « Insured o License #BC785662

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations Dan & Melanie Emery the new owners
of “Lakeview Residence” in Virginia,
from Steve Bragg & James Hammer, Business Brokers.

Dan and Mel look forward to making property
improvements for both the residents and staff while
continuing to honor the tradition of Lakeview serving the
vulnerable adult population since 1980. If you’re looking
to make a difference, they are now hiring all shifts for

: aides and would love

to hear from you by
calling the residence
at: 218-741-8996.

4106 HOME KITS SELLING FOR BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

1) MODEL #103 WACO.............ocvc $22,780 BALANCE OWED $14,500
2) MODEL #202 TOPEKA ................... $34,050 BALANCE OWED $16,000
3) MODEL #403 AUGUSTA . ... $42,450 BALANCE OWED $16,500
4) MODEL #502 SANTEFE ................. $44,950 BALANCE OWED $20,500

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com Click on House Plans

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

¥ - Make any plan design changes you desire! =
« Comes with Complete Building Blueprints A
& Construction Manual —

« Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included

* NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! AMERICAN

Offer not available to American Log Home Dealers* LOG HOMES & CABINS

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

&

— Weekly SUDOKU ___
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VERMILION LUMBER
302 Main St., Tower, MN
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

(Gedn| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
— M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon
Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off « Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off
218-753-2230
Septic Tanks
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
roads, fill and excavations.

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits
to support all your needs.

=

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - plant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 * cell 218-341-3197

Celebrating
Over
52 Years!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

YOU CALL WEHAUL!
Lndersen Barging, Ine.

Cement Trucks, Septic-Pumping Trucks,
Dump Truck Service, Building Materials,
Dirt, Well-Drilling Equipment,
Propane Delivery,

Covering all of the
Lake Vermilion Area

Cell 218-780-4995
www.andersonharging.com

Time For A New Dock?

2x6-6 ft
Cedar Dock Boards

h and
$1 0.99 wﬁﬁ: sSSplizasrlrgst
NSO o Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344

F \’*ﬂ Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Closed Wknds.
3 ' (Starting May 11: Open Saturday 8-Noon)

COOK BUILDING CENTER info@cookbuildingcenter.com

A7 HEARTHSIDE
L A ;..= .: %
Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs! e
— FIREPLACE
Hoover Rd, Virginia SALES & SERVICE
741-7393 Contact us for
1613 E. Camp St., Ely Fireplaces, Stove &
365-8888 Chimney Products,
24 Hour Installations, Inspectlons
and Repair
Emergency 218-365-5013

Service

¢ Toll Free
1-800-862-8628

hearthsidecorner@citlink.net

Cabinets

Sauna
Accessories

# Remnants
Galore!

<=

RIOR

T o Reme & Celoin RaiEsners

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will help
you find what you're looking for!

We Are Your Complete Remodeling Headquarters!

TAKE TIME TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

>« FLOOR to CEILING

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron « 218-741-6690

v/ Sauna Stoves
& Accessories
v Tile
v/ Flooring
v/ Carpet & Rugs
v/ Storage Systems
v/ Countertops
v/ Bathrooms
v/ Cabinets
¢/ Window Treatments

¢/ AND More!

L SHOWROO M

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Read us online 24/1
at www.timherjay.com




