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Woman'’s bequest to benefit Int’l Wolf Center

$2.45 million from Eileen Sutz to benefit wolves in North America

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The International
Wolf Center is one of three
recipients of a $2.45 million
bequest aimed to further wolf
education and research.

In one of the largest dona-
tions made in support of
wolves, Eileen Sutz, a native
Chicagoan, bequeathed her

estate to
three orga-
nizations
dedicated
toeducating
the public
about
wolves - ]
in North Eileen Sutz
America.

The recipients of her gift,
Yellowstone Forever, the

VOL. 35,

Enter our Easter giveaway... Sec /12
Antique snowmobile races... Sec 4B
Puzzle Book inside this week’s paper!

ISSUE 10  March 15, 2024

DONATIONS OF NOTE

International Wolf Center,and
Wolf Park will share in the
funds equally. Each organiza-
tion has plans to expand their
wolf education programs and
research with Sutz’s support
and vision behind them.

Sutz was a lifelong wolf
advocate who had strong
feelings about protecting and
supporting wolves. Believing
they were misunderstood and

Right: One of the
ambassador wolves at the
International Wolf Center
in Ely. file photo
unjustly maligned, she saw the
importance of educating people
about wolves and protecting the
wolf population.
Employing a legacy

The International Wolf

See..CENTER pg. 10

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Significant
federal support could soon
begin flowing to northeastern
Minnesota to help address the
growing danger of wildfire to
area communities. And that
federal commitment brought a
high-profile visitor to the region
this week, when Dr. Homer
Wilkes, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Under Secretary
for Natural Resources and the
Environment toured several
hazardous fuels reduction efforts
inthe region,including a project
north of Ely on Tuesday.

Wilkes hardly needed to
emphasize the wildfire potential
during his visit, which coin-
cided with some of the worst
fire conditions ever seen in the
region so early in March. At a
time when two feet of snow is
still typically on the ground, Dr.

MAJOR FEDERAL FUNDING

Above: Nick Petrack, fire
specialist with the Superior
and Chippewa national
forests, points to maps of

the fuel reduction work being
done along the North Arm Rd.

Right: Kawishiwi District
Ranger Aaron Kania gestures
while pointing out recent

fuel reduction work along
Slim Lake to Under Secretary
Wilkes. photos by M. Helmberger

Wilkes found bare ground, low
humidity, and tinder dry condi-
tions, all factors that contribute
to high fire danger. And with
weeks yet until green-up, fire
officials are already on high
alert. Per the March report from
the National Interagency Fire
Center’s predictive services, all
of Minnesota currently has sig-
nificant wildland fire potential.

While most fire reduction
efforts at the national level have

See..WILDFIRE pg. 10

Focus on forest iuels

$100 million for fuel reduction and the Superior is high on the list

ELECTIONS

Incumbents
ousted in
Greenwood

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP— Almost
360 Greenwood residents cast ballots
in Tuesday’s township election, and
they showed a clear preference for new
leadership. Challengers Craig Gilbert
and Lois Roskoski easily took the two
open supervisor seats. Gilbert topped
incumbent Barb Lofquist 206-150,
while Roskoski bested Sue Drobac
224-134. Former clerk Debby Spicer
beatoutincumbentclerk JoAnn Bassing
197-156.

This week’s results were a stark
contrasttolast year’s township election,
where residents reelected incumbents
John Bassing and Paul Skubic who
were both running unopposed, while
electing interim clerk JoAnn Bassing
and interim treasurer Jeff Maus, who
also both ran unopposed.

See..OUSTED pg. 9

THE LEGISLATURE

Do painters
need more
regulation?

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- A Minnesota Senate
bill to create a licensing system for
painters and regulate the purchase of sol-
vent-based paints is causing a stiramong
do-it-yourselfers

and painters alike .
as many question E%H@m“
the need for such
legislation.

The bill, Toolml_lch>
introduced by regulationr
three DFL leg-  P&*4

islators — Sens.
Jennifer A. McEwen, Judy Seeberger,
and John Hoffman — would create a

See...PAINTERS pg. 9
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New Chocolate. New Piragis Clothing.

Big Footwear Sale: FOOTWEAR 30% OFF
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FDLTCC to host Indigenous Healthcare

Career Exploration camp in June

CLOQUET - The Indigenous Healthcare Career
Exploration camp invites high school students from
across the state to explore the health care field. The
camp, hosted by Fond du Lac Tribal and Community
College, runs from June 12-14. The multi-day residen-
tial camp is open to students entering grades 9-12.

During the camp, students will have the oppor-
tunity to learn about various professions in the health
care and long-term care sectors through connections
with providers who are already working in the field.
They will get a chance to explore a wide range of ca-
reers in healthcare and long-term care. They will also
visit UMD Medical School, UMD College of Pharma-
cy, and RSI equine therapy farm.

Apart from learning about health care, students
will also participate in cultural activities such as
traditional games and ceremonies. They will go on
fun excursions and stay in on-campus housing while
being provided meals at no cost, thanks to the camp’s
funding partners. Scrubs camp is an excellent way for
students to get introduced to the health care field while
enjoying the beautiful FDLTCC campus.

This year’s camp will be open to 40 students. Due
to grant funding and generous partnerships, there is no
cost to students. Spaces are limited, and applications
will close on March 31.

Scrubs camps have been around since 2008 and
were created by HealthForce Minnesota. The first
Scrubs camp was held at Winona State University.

To learn more about the 2024 Indigenous Health-
care Career Exploration camp at Fond du Lac Tribal
and Community College or to apply, please visit http://
archsmn.com/learn/in-person-learning/programs/
scrubs-camp/.

EMPOWER to hold March 25 meeting at

EFS

ELY - EMPOWER, an Ely-based progressive
women’s group will meet on Monday, March 25 at
the Ely Folk School located at 209 E Sheridan St. at 6
p-m. The meeting will feature a documentary on home
funeral and natural burial followed by a brief presen-
tation and discussion. You must be an EMPOWER
member to attend the meeting. To become a member,
mail a $25 check for annual dues payable to EMPOW-
ER to PO Box 14 Ely, MN 55731 or contact Janine
at pattenj@gmail.com. EMPOWER welcomes all
individuals who self-identify as women.

Correction:

An article entitled “EMPOWER sponsors event to
show women options for nontraditional, good paying
careers” in the March 1 edition of the Timberjay listed
membership and contact information at the end of the
article that was incorrect. There are two area groups
who go by the EMPOWER name. The article refer-
ences the group affiliated with the Minnesota North
College System. Their contact is angela.heikkila@
minnesotanorth.edu or by phone at 218-293-6873.

Signup by March 31 for health care career

camp

HIBBING - JET (formerly the NE MN Office of
Job Training), the Arrowhead Regional Consortium for
Healthcare Staffing, and the Arrowhead Area Agency
on Aging, along with community health care employer
partners, will host an in-person, three-day residential
SCRUBS Camp for Minnesota high school students
(entering grades 9 — 12) from August 6-8. The camp
will be held at Minnesota North College - Hibbing
Campus.

The Hibbing camp offers a unique opportunity
for students to learn about various health care profes-
sions from providers through hands-on experiences.
Educational sessions will include Respiratory Thera-
pist, Mental Health, Surgical Technician, Radiology
Technician, Lab Technician, Nursing, Paramedic/EMT,
Social Work, and more. In addition, students will visit
UMD Medical School, UMD College of Pharmacy,
and RSI Equine Therapy Farm.

This year's camp is open to 32 students. Due to
grant funding and generous partnerships, there is no
cost to students. Spaces are limited, and applications
close on March 31.

MARCHIDIGITAL

TOWER- At their
recent annual meeting,
the directors of the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Cen-
ter (LVCC), bid farewell
to Don Erickson upon his
retirement, and welcomed
Dr. Amy Banks to the
board. Erickson served as
chairman for two years and
served on several commit-
tees including fundraising,
where he secured an Arts
and Tourism grant from
the Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation Board.
This grant helped us with
our continuing restoration
project.

Erickson is a practic-
ing attorney and has been
instrumental in updating
the LVCC bylaws. He
lives in Virginia with his
wife Sandy, and they look
forward to continuing at-
tending our many events
and supporting the LVCC.

Banks says she is
“looking forward to be-
ing an integral part of the
LVCC community and
hopes to help further our
growth and mission in the
community." Banks has
many roots on the Iron
Range having grown up in
Mt. Iron. She then earned
her degree in mechanical
engineering at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Du-
luth. Following that, she
received her M.D. at the
University of Minneso-

DULUTH -
In celebration of
Smokey Bear’s 80th
birthday, the Supe-
rior National For-
est will kick start
the celebration next
month by hosting
19 historical paint-
ings by Rudolph
(Rudy)  Wendelin
of Smokey Bear.
The Superior NF is
one of just fourteen
national forests and
grasslands in the
nation to host the
painting collection
during the 2024
birthday celebration
event. Visit www.
smokeybear.com for
details of national cam-
paign.

The public is invited
to view the collection at
three of the Superior NF
locations March 19-25.
The special art shows will
include Forest Service
staff, art presentations,

INTERAGE ®AINT & FRAMEE
T

BUY ONE
GET ONE
°I Gallons® of
Clark+Kensington™
or Royal® Interior
o and Exterior

PaiEHP:imer m Cne

5 o OFF Iﬁ‘:\::s:.ﬂd ®em st b of
equal of lesser value

order to accommodate addition of colorant and mixing.

ACE

The helpful place.

Spring Right Into Paint Savings!

Tintable base gallon sized cans may contain a lower initial volume of paint as indicated on label in

Prices Good Through March 25, 2024
SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely
218-365-3129

TOWER

Banks joins Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
board followmg Erlckson retirement

. 4

At a recent LVCC Board Meeting, President Mary Batinich presented
outgoing board member Don Erickson with a thank you plaque for his
service on the LVCC Board of Directors. Standing left to right Mary
Batinich, secretary Shelby Vaske, chair Elaine McGillivray, and new board

member Dr. Amy Banks.

ta Medical School and is
currently a physician at
Scenic Rivers Clinic in
Tower. She has enjoyed
getting to know many lo-
cal residents, both profes-
sionally and personally,
during her four years in
residence and is “grate-
ful this community is her
home.” Her two children
attend Tower-Soudan EI-
ementary School and they

can often be seeing play-
ing around town with their
two pups.

Banks is excited about
the ways the LVCC will
enrich the Tower-Soudan
community. “During ear-
ly times of COVID-19,
our communities were
stressed in ways we never
dreamed possible, but as
diligent Minnesotans, we
pushed ahead. We are now

HERE'S TO THE BIRTHDAY BEAR
Smokey Bear paintings available to view at
three Superior Natlonal Forest offices in March

regrouping with many of
us reevaluating our lives,
our personal choices and
our physical and emotion-
al health. I am hopeful that
the past years of uncertain-
ty will be a stepping stone
for more mindful ways of
living, which will connect
us deeper to each other
and our community.”

and special appearanc-
es by Smokey Bear with
commemorative memo-
rabilia. For additional de-
tails check the Facebook
pages and websites for the
Superior NF and Smokey
Bear.

The paintings are on
display at the Supervisor’s
Office located at 8901
Grand Avenue Place, Du-
luth, from March 19-21.
The office is open Mon-
day-Friday from 9 a.m.to
4 p.m. for viewing with a
special art show scheduled
for Wednesday, March 20
from 4 — 6 p.m.

The collection will be
on display at the Gunflint

Historic Rudy Wendelin paintings to tour Superior National
Forest office locations in March

District Office located
at 2020 W Highway 61,
Grand Marais from March
22-25. The office is open
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. for viewing with
a special art show sched-
uled for Friday, March 22
from 4 - 6 p.m.

At the Kawishiwi
District Office located at
1393 Highway 169, Ely
the public can catch the
final stop of the collec-
tion from March 26-29.
Office hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30
p-m. for viewing. A spe-
cial art show will also
showcase the collection
on Thursday, March 28

from4 — 6 p.m.

On loan from
the USDA Na-
tional Agricultur-
al Library, these
paintings were
completed from
1977 through 1995
and remain the most
famous depictions
of Smokey Bear.
Painter Rudy Wen-
delin worked for
the Forest Service
as an illustrator be-
ginning in 1933 and
was the mastermind
behind Smokey’s
human-like ap-
pearance in his
signature  ranger
hat and blue jeans.
Thanks to Wendelin’s
art, Smokey’s message
“Only YOU can prevent
wildfires” has prevailed
through the generations.
Bring the whole family to
see these historical paint-
ings and possibly Smokey
Bear in person at a Na-
tional Forest near you.

For larger tours,
please contact the cor-
responding office to ar-
range. In the event that
the collection delivery is
delayed, adjusted details
on art viewing will be sent
out.

Scenic K Ruvers

HEALTH SERVICES

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US BUILD A SOLID
FOUNDATION FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.
DONATIONS ARE CRUCIAL IN STRENGTHENING

OUR ORGANIZATION TO BETTER SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.
THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF OUR JOURNEY!

TO DOMNATE VIA *SPOTFUND, SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW.
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et

FOR QUESTIONS EMAIL KBAKER@SCEMICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG
COOK AREA HEALTH SEEVICES DBA SCEMIC RIVERS HEALTH SERVICES 15 A 501(C)[3] - DOMATIONS ARE TAX EXEMPT
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— City of-
ficials here are looking
at possible changes to
the city’s charter, a key
city document that hasn’t
been updated since 1997,
according to Mayor Dave
Setterberg. Some of the
possible updates men-
tioned at Monday’s city
council meeting reflect
changes in the structure
of the city government in
Tower that have rendered
portions of the charter
obsolete. “We no longer
have the Gunderson Trust,
for example,” noted Set-
terberg.

Some of the updating
would be more clerical in
nature. The charter is rid-
dled with significant ty-
pographical errors which
would presumably be
fixed as part of an update.

Setterberg also sug-
gested splitting the roles
of the clerk-treasurer and
going back to having a
clerk and a separate, most
likely, part-time, treasurer.

The extra cost of hir-
ing a separate treasurer to
handle city finances could
be recouped by the poten-
tial savings on the city’s
audit, which would likely
not have to be done annu-
ally if the clerk-treasurer
position was split. The an-
nual audit currently costs
the city about $30,000, or
about eight percent of the
city levy.

Separating the clerk
and treasurer positions
would also address the
longstanding concern
raised by the city’s auditor
about the poor segregation
of duties within the city’s
financial operations. Set-
terberg also noted that a
separate treasurer would
provide some additional
redundancy at city hall.

While such changes to
a charter are typically the
purview of a city’s charter
commission, city councils
in Minnesota cities under
10,000 may initiate char-
ter changes without char-
ter commission action.
The changes would still

need to be approved by
the voters, which could
potentially be part of the
city’s November’s general
election ballot.

The council autho-
rized the creation of an ad
hoc committee to discuss
possible changes in the
charter in time to bring
the question to the voters
in the fall.

At the same time,
the council agreed to
take another look at the
clerk-treasurer  position
job description as a sepa-
rate issue.

In other business,
council member Joe Mo-
rin told the council about
planning for the creation
of a school forest for the
Tower-Soudan Elementa-
ry and possibly the Ver-
milion Country charter
school. Morin said the
school forest would pro-
vide an outdoor learning
space for kids to explore
and potentially help main-
tain. The planning group
working on the effort has
identified about 64 acres
of city-owned land on top
of the hill north of town
that is within walking dis-
tance of the school. Desig-
nation of the site would be
done through a joint pow-
ers agreement that would
have termination provi-
sions if the city ultimate-
ly decided it was no lon-
ger in the city’s interests.
The designation would
not impact the city’s
ability to conduct forest
management, although it
could prompt the city to
look at some restrictions
on certain activities, such
as hunting with firearms,
which could pose a safety
risk to students.

The council gave Mo-
rin a green light to contin-
ue pursuing the concept,
with no timeline on when
the question might come
back for an up or down
vote.

In other business, the
council:

» Approved the final
payment of $34,.897 to
Mesabi Bituminous for
work on the city’s kayak
landing. The funding will

TOWER CITY COUNCIL

Tower looks to update its charter

come from an IRRR trails
planning grant. Clerk-trea-
surer Michael Schultz told
the council that the IRRR
grant will go for the con-
struction of a Green Flush
bathroom facility near the
civic center, with about
$50,000 left for site prep.

» Heard from Schul-
tz that it will take another
month to get everything
in place on the bonding
plan for the purchase of
the county public works
facility. Schultz said the
county was fine giving
the city at least until May
to get its funding together
for the purchase. Among
the steps the council must
take is approval of a Cap-
ital Improvement Plan,
which will require a pub-
lic hearing in advance.
The council approved a
motion to set that public
hearing for Monday, April
8, ahead of the city coun-
cil meeting. In the mean-
time, Schultz said county
officials have indicated
that the city could begin
moving some equipment
onto the property if so de-
sired.

» Heard from Schul-
tz that Mayor Setterberg
and ambulance supervisor
Dena Suihkonen recently
testified to the Minnesota
Senate Taxes Committee
in support of legislation
authored by Sen. Grant
Hauschild that would pro-
vide one-time emergen-
cy financial assistance to
rural ambulance services
that are experiencing fi-
nancial shortfalls. Several
other Iron Range area of-
ficials testified at the hear-
ing, including Ely Mayor
Heidi Omerza and Virgin-
ia Mayor Larry Cuffe.

» Referred a propos-
al to change the harbor
north zoning ordinance
to allow for single family
residential development
to the city’s Planning and
Zoning Commission for
consideration and a public
hearing.

» Considered an esti-
mate of the cost to connect
the “Around the Horn”
trail, which serves as a
seven-mile loop trail con-

necting Tower, Soudan,
and the McKinley Park
and Hoodoo Point camp-
grounds. The estimate of
$785,300 from JPJ Engi-
neering would likely be
paid mostly through grant
dollars, although a local
match would likely be re-
quired. “Tower’s portion
would be about $72,000,”
said Schultz. “It would
have to come down a lot
for it to be comfortable for
me,” said council member
Bob Anderson. Setterberg
said he didn’t see the proj-
ect as time sensitive. “I
don’t see a huge rush,” he
said. The city will contin-
ue to work with Breitung
Township to seek a way to
move the project forward.

» Discussed a num-
ber of possible communi-
ty infrastructure projects
that could be included in
an upcoming application
to the IRRR. The city is
seeking funds primarily
to close a funding gap for
sewer replacement work
between S. Second and
S. Third Streets but city
officials are hoping to add
a few more items to the
grant request. Among the
items identified for pos-
sible inclusion in the re-
quest are:

1. Improvements to
train depot infrastructure.

2. An airport chip
reader.

3. Improvements to
water infrastructure at the
Lakeview Cemetery.

4. Docking at the kay-
ak launch.

5. Digital water me-
ters.

6. Replacement of so-
lar panels at the train de-
pot, which were broken at
some point recently.

> Approved a motion
to issue a Request for Pro-
posals from a consultant
who can advise the city
on the possible restoration
and uses of the historic
train depot.

>» Discussed but
took no action on the an-
nouncement that the Tow-
er-Breitung  Wastewater
Board may be receiving
$1 million in a federal
earmark for expansion of

its wastewater treatment
capacity to facilitate com-
munity growth. Setterberg
noted that council mem-
ber Josh Zika, who has a
background in wastewater
management, has been
exploring some treatment
expansion options that
might be built for a mil-
lion dollars or possibly
less.

Schultz noted that
the city is also putting in
a preliminary request for
additional federal fund-
ing to help pay the cost of
water and sewer extension
to the Marina Drive area
to serve planned develop-
ment in that area.

» Discussed but took
no immediate action on a
request by the Tower-Sou-
dan Civic Club to donate
up to $6,000 along with
volunteer time to spruce
up the entrance to the
Herbert R. Lamppa Civic
Center. Council members
expressed concern about
the potential need to re-
move an underground fuel
oil tank believed to be lo-
cated in front of the civic
center and that such work
would destroy any land-
scaping the group might
complete. Council mem-
ber Morin said he would
check with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency
to get more information
on the possible tank re-
moval.

> Discussed options
for handling very large

and aging ash trees plant-
ed years ago in the bou-
levard along S. Second
Street. Schultz said the
city has been receiving
complaints from residents
there for some time that
the trees pose a risk to
property, including homes
and vehicles parked on the
street. Schultz suggested
that rather than removing
trees on a complaint basis,
the city should develop a
plan for either maintain-
ing or removing the trees.
“That could be leaving
them as is, removing the
major problem trees, re-
moving all the trees, or
maintenance on the cur-
rent trees,” Schultz wrote
in his agenda item on the
subject.

The council, after
considerable discussion,
opted to refer the matter to
the city’s Forestry Board.

» Accepted the re-
sults of the presidential
primary voting in Tower.
Out of 54 voters, Don-
ald Trump received 32
votes on the GOP ballot
and Nikki Haley received
four. On the Democratic
ballot, Joe Biden received
nine votes, while two vot-
ed uncommitted, and one
each for Dean Phillips, Ja-
son Palmer, and Armando
Perez-Serrato. On the Le-
gal Marijuana Now bal-
lot, Vermin Supreme and
Dennis Schuller received
one vote apiece.
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Too much regulation

Is legislation to regulate painters
really solving a problem?

When it comes to free enter-
prise in the U.S. there is always
a balancing act between the rights
of Americans to engage in private
contracts for work performed and
the need for regulation to protect
the public from unscrupulous ac-
tors or dangerous products.

A bill introduced in the Leg-
islature recently, that would re-
quire state licensing of anyone
who provides painting services
for hire, appears to be regulation
that goes too far. The measure,
co-authored by Duluth area Sen.
Jen McEwen, would establish a
licensing requirement for paint-
ers and would also place restric-
tions on the ability of the public
to purchase larger quantities of
oil-based paints.

This strikes us, at best, as a
solution in search of a problem.
At worst, it looks like an effort
by established painting compa-
nies to limit competition from the
many individuals who do a little
painting on the side and, without
the overhead of a larger company,
may be able to get the job done
for less.

There are plenty of such folks
in our area, many of whom serve
our many lake home and cabin
owners, and they do quality work
at an affordable price. Some may
opt to go through the hassle of
applying and paying for a state
license, but many won’t bother.
They’ll just quit offering paint-
ing services. That will have the
effect of limiting the supply of
painters, which is almost certain
to increase the cost for consum-
ers when it comes time to hire a
painter. That’s already a problem
in many other trades, where the
costs are often not only high, but
where it can be difficult to find
anyone to provide such services.
We need to expand supply in the
trades, not reduce it.

We recognize that there are
likely a few folks out there who
may try to abuse consumers by
using poor quality paint products
or showing poor workmanship.

But that could happen regard-
less of this legislation because
unscrupulous operators likely
will continue to offer painting
services with or without the new
law. What’s more, the mere fact
someone is licensed is no guar-
antee that they do quality work.
And trust us when we say that if
a consumer ends up with a poorly
handled project, the state of Min-
nesota isn’t coming to the rescue
whether or not the state has issued
a license.

That’s where the old adage
“buyer beware” still plays a role.
Smart consumers know to check
references before hiring any kind
of professional for work on their
home or cabin. They can also pro-
vide direction to those they hire.
The best way for a consumer to
protect themselves from a painter
who uses a substandard product
is to select and purchase the paint
for a project themselves. But that
would actually be harder under
this legislation since it limits the
type of paint products the public
can purchase.

We understand that many oth-
er occupations have licensing and
certification requirements, but
it could be argued that some of
those have already contributed to
the limited supply of profession-
als like plumbers, carpenters, and
electricians. In the past, we had
part-time “handymen” who were
available generally for smaller
projects that homeowners either
didn’t have the time or the skills
to take on themselves. Many of
them have disappeared, or limit-
ed the types of jobs they take on,
in part due to licensing require-
ments. This legislation will only
add to that trend.

At a time when the public is
concerned about inflation, does
Minnesota really need a new
law that is virtually guaranteed
to increase the cost of a needed
service? We suspect most Min-
nesotans would answer with a re-
sounding “No.”
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Permitting reform
needed to build
our energy future

Strong market forces
affecting our energy sector
are creating our clean ener-
gy future through “beneficial
electrification” of our lives
and economy, offering us a
better quality of life and pro-
tecting our environment for
less cost. We need enormous
amounts of clean, cost-ef-
fective wind, solar and hy-
droelectric, plus major en-
ergy storage, to make these
“renewables” our reliable
“baseload” power and fully
harvest these benefits.

Unfortunately, the costly
permitting delays on projects
that would expand the exist-
ing electric grid are a major
roadblock for building and
connecting proposed new
“renewables” projects. Per-
mitting delays adversely af-
fect siting, building, and con-
necting new renewables and
storage, as well as expanding
and upgrading high-voltage
transmission, substations
and local grid distribution
lines.

By 2050, we must build
and connect three times
the existing capacity of our
electric grid to meet this de-
mand— a huge challenge
considering it took over 100
years to develop our current
grid. Our utilities and elec-
tric distributors are working
to meet this demand, “Since
early 2021, planned wind
and solar capacity across 116
utilities has more than dou-
bled, increasing from 144 to
295 GW by 2035.”

The Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA) offers powerful
federal funding incentives,
combined with new Minne-
sota state funding, to help
utilities and every electricity
consumer accomplish this

COMMENTARY

important clean energy trans-
formation. These incentives
all focus on massive expan-
sion of renewable power gen-
eration and transmission for
electricity consumers. Our
nation is blessed with large
areas (mostly in the central
U.S.) that are ideal for re-
newables generation. Most
residential, commercial, and
industrial electricity con-
sumers are located near our
coasts. Consequently, we
must design and build huge
amounts of new renewable
generating capacity, primar-
ily in the rural Midwest, and
connect it to consumers in
distant population centers
through major transmission
infrastructure expansion.
This incredible demand and
powerful incentives for clean
energy also strongly encour-
ages rooftop solar and bat-
tery storage for homes and
businesses (distributed gen-
eration) with upgrades need-
ed of local grid infrastruc-
ture. These upgrades create
opportunities to develop saf-
er, stronger local grids more
“resilient” to our increasing-
ly severe weather and natural
disaster events.

The IRA’s potential to
create clean energy electrifi-
cation benefits for our econo-
my is enormous. A February
2024 Climate Power report
summarizing the 18-months
since IRA passage states, “A
bulk of the new clean ener-
gy projects are located in
congressional districts repre-
sented by Republican mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives — totaling 144,532
new jobs and over $262.19
billion in investment across
274 clean energy projects
in 133 Republican-held dis-
tricts.

E2’s Executive Director
Bob Keefe stated, “...We’re
witnessing one of the big-
gest and most far-reaching

economic revolutions in gen-
erations, thanks to the IRA.
What this study shows is that
this boom extends beyond
clean energy and clean vehi-
cles and to everything from
construction to restaurants to
retailers to real estate.

“Even if you don’t care
about climate change, even
if you don’t like clean ener-
gy or electric vehicles, you
ought to like the jobs, invest-
ments, sales and tax dollars
coming to your state and
your community because of
this clean economy transfor-
mation.”

Unfortunately, Prince-
ton’s REPEAT Project shows
80 percent of the IRA’s po-
tential benefits will not hap-
pen unless we modernize our
outdated, inefficient “per-
mitting” process. “‘Permit-
ting reform” is critical for
rapidly building important
renewable energy generating
and transmission projects
on local, state and national
levels. We need clean ener-
gy permitting reform on all
levels to streamline and dra-
matically reduce the average
10-year period from propos-
al to completion of new re-
newables and transmission,
while preserving important
environmental protections,
affected-community engage-
ment and input. Call your
state legislators at (651)
296-6013 and ask them to
support the Minnesota Ener-
gy Infrastructure Permitting
Act (SF4784/HF4700) and
other important clean energy
permitting reform legisla-
tion.

Michael Oversend

Two Harbors

Old recipes and a pinch of this and that

These past had the tra-
few days I have ditional  but-
been sifting ter, flour, nut
through recipes crust and then
for an upcoming a brown sug-
spring family ar, toffee layer

gathering at an
eccentric aunt’s.
I got the notion
to bake up some

covered with
melted choco-
late chips and

d more nuts that

of our favorites
and bring them
for everyone to
enjoy. Years be-

successfully
fueled a big
sugar high. Af-
ter they were

SCARLET
STONE

fore mother left

the planet, I became the
primary holiday cook
and baker, except for ev-
ery Christmas my mother
did rally and make what
we siblings refer to as the
“diabetes bars.” These

baked, the bars
were stored in the red and
green patterned cookie
tin. I must make those for
sure and put them in the
tin even though Christ-
mas has come and gone
because to serve them any

other way just wouldn’t
be right. This recipe, like
so many others of mom’s,
could be found in a kitch-
en drawer in a yellow
pocket folder full of 8-1/2
x 117 copy sheets that she
brought home from the
school where she taught
first grade. The teachers
took turns bringing treats
for the lounge accompa-
nied by copies of the rec-
ipe to hand out to anyone
interested.

An absolute spring
and summer family fa-
vorite was “money cake.”
This recipe entered our
lives in the 1960s from a
former classmate of my
father’s whose name was

Minerva. Her nickname
however was “money”
and the name stuck with
the cake. Everyone has
eaten this in one form or
another. It’s the box yel-
low cake mix with the
pineapple, Mandarin or-
anges, and whip cream on
top that was all the rage
years ago, and like Cher,
has staying power and
will forever be appearing
at parties, potlucks, and
funerals. The money cake
will be made onsite how-
ever, as it doesn’t trav-
el well but I have some
concerns. Auntie and her
live-in, Frank, recently
moved, and with their ar-
duous downsizing process

I’m not sure she will have
an electric mixer or even
a 9x13 pan anymore. On
top of that when Frank be-
came zealous for the Med-
iterranean diet a couple
years ago, coupled with
both continuing to reduce
when Ozempic came on
the scene, those staples
from their previous ide-
al Betty Crocker kitchen
may have been the first
things on the garage sale
table. I had better phone
ahead and check on that.
One recipe that does
not fit on an index card is
my grandmother’s mince-
meat. There are 21 ingre-
dients listed beginning
with 2 cups of chopped

lean meat with a note that
says “venison neck is best
but beef will do.” It’s an
expensive recipe to make
calling for all of the dried
fruits, marmalades, vari-
ous peels, coffee and cider
but well worth it. Gran
made this before Thanks-
giving, and it matured in
glass jars prior to being
used for pies and cookie
fillings at Christmas. It is
by far the best mincemeat
I have ever tasted, and I
developed a taste for it
at a young age, popping
Gran’s filled tarts into my
mouth.

I have yet to attempt

See RECIPES...pg. 5
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Opposing right-
wing Zionism is

not antisemitic

The First Crusades
(1095 A.D.), mobilized by
Pope Urban II for Chris-
tians to retake the “Holy
Land” from Muslim her-
etics, marks the beginning
of European conquest and
colonization. Christianity,
white supremacy, and ris-
ing nation-states fostered
a virulent Eurocentric
ideology of dominance.
Mid-15th century Africa,
Americas, Asia, and Aus-
tralasia, “empty lands”
inhabited by non-Chris-
tians” awaited merciless
invasion.

Doctrines of Chris-
tian Discovery beginning
in 1452, granted right of
discovery to Portugal and
later to all Christian na-
tions those “vacant lands”
occupied by inferior in-
habitants. Following the
American Revolution,
British right of discovery
was claimed by the U.S. in
Manifest Destiny to justi-
fy land theft and expan-
sionism into the late 19th
century.

Defeat of the Ottoman

I represent the largest
and most rural district in
the Minnesota State Sen-
ate and one of my biggest
frustrations is when rural
communities are constant-
ly told to just wait. Wait
for state funding for that
critical local infrastructure
project. Wait for that am-
bulance to arrive, hopeful-
ly in time. Wait for broad-
band to finally reach your
community and home.
Wait for a child care cen-
ter to open so you can start
a family where you grew
up. Wait for that permit so
your community can have
the jobs you’ve been wait-
ing for. And on and on it
goes.

The truth is, while we
may be rural in most of
northern Minnesota, we
punch above our weight
in what we provide to the
rest of the state. From our
incredible outdoors in the
Boundary Waters and Iron
Range to the critical min-
erals and timber needed
for many of the items we
use every day. I'm grate-

RECIPES...Cont from page 4

making potica from the
recipe I wrote down while
in high school learning to
make the Slovenian staple.
We were at my friend’s
home on the east end of
Aurora and her mother,
who was our home eco-
nomics teacher, taught
us the process with max-
imum detail. I remember
that day of instruction like
it was yesterday, and we
were on our toes as she
made us measure every-
thing so exact. She was a
great teacher and the poti-
ca turned out perfect.
Let’s not forget the
recipes for creating food
with non-traditional uten-
sils. I have a recipe for
chocolate waffle cookies
from a college friend’s
farm in central Iowa. I
have baked these on sev-
eral occasions, and they
are great tasting cookies
but I don’t have my waf-
fle iron any longer. Maybe
I could use my Rowenta
steam iron and press balls
of dough between parch-
ment papers. I’d back off
on using the steam fea-
ture to avoid sogginess of
course. Seriously though,
if you think about it, Iowa
farm wives would barely
have enough time to get all
their basic work done let

Empire (1917) and the
British Mandate (1922)
activated Christian Zi-
onism for a Jewish state,
predating the Holocaust
with religious pretext to
fulfill Biblical prophe-
cy of Christ’s return. An
absurd claim of Biblical
rights has no legal status,
moreover, Palestinians are
closer descendants of peo-
ple 2,000 years ago than
are the dispersed popula-
tion of immigrant Jews.
Imposing a Zionist regime
on a 96-percent Palestin-
ian majority began a 100

years’ war.
Arthur Koestler, a
Jewish intellectual suc-

cinctly stated, “without
moral or legal right, one
nation solemnly prom-
ised to a second nation
the country of a third.”
Palestine, centuries old, is
the indigenous Palestinian
homeland.

A genocidal cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing
eliminates a people from
their homeland. Erased
history transforms “empty
land of invisible people”
into settler colonialism.

Critiquing U.S. policy
and right-wing Zionism
is not antisemitic bigotry.

SEN. GRANT
HAUSCHILD

ful to represent this region
and my focus is on ensur-
ing other policy makers
know we’re not waiting
any longer. With every
policy we work on, I make
sure others understand the
impact it will have on
Greater Minnesota and
what we need to make
it work for northeastern
Minnesota.

With that in mind,
to prepare for the 2024
Legislative  Session, [
launched my Northland
Strong Initiative to focus

Letters from Readers

Oil and military interests
of American empire de-
pend on a Middle East
beachhead. Annual U.S.
aid ($4 billion) to Israel
is complicit with colo-
nial oppression. Histori-
cal context, centuries-old,
explains deadly Zionist
occupation of indigenous
Palestinian lands, confin-
ing Muslims into tiny res-
ervations as experienced
by First People of the
Americas.

Harold Honkola

Stillwater

Partisanship a

growing threat

George Washington
is regarded as the Father
of our nation. His leader-
ship roles during the rev-
olution, the Constitutional
Convention and as first
president of an emerg-
ing nation assures him of
that lofty distinction. But
it’s his political insights
in conjunction with his
non-political virtues that
sets him apart from others
of his founding genera-
tion.

Washington did not
belong to a political party
although in both heart and

mind he was a Federalist
concerned with establish-
ing a central government
strong enough to over-
come the deficiencies of
the former Articles that
constituted a mere com-
pact of the states, absent
authority. In his Farewell
Address, as reviewed by
Bret Baier in his 2023
book “To Rescue the Con-
stitution,” Washington
warned of the pernicious
force of political parties,
cautioning against their
‘baneful effects’ that can

inflame  disagreements,
heighten resentments,
undermine the govern-

ment and enliven a spirit
of mischief that makes it
difficult to govern, there-
by threatening the unity of
the nation.

He regarded partisan-
ship as the greatest threat
to the nation’s survival,
making the interest and
duty of a wise people to
discourage and restrain
it. The spirit of party ‘ag-
itates the community with
ill-founded jealousies
and false alarms; kindles
the animosity of one part
against another; foments
occasionally riot and in-
surrection.’

Commentary
EMS, child care, broadband top issues for rural Minnesota

on the issues that matter
most to us here in northern
Minnesota. That initiative
took me to communities
across the Arrowhead to
hear directly from constit-
uents about the concerns
they have. I hosted round-
table discussions on a
range of topics, from child
care in Ely and emergency
medical services (EMS)
in Breitung Township, to
how our state government
can work better for rural
communities in Grand
Marais and protecting our
outdoor heritage with re-
sort owners in Voyageurs
National Park. These were
just the beginning with
many more to follow.
Hearing directly from
constituents is the best
way for me to be grounded
in my policy work at the
Capitol and how I came
up with my legislative
agenda for the 2024 ses-
sion. This includes bills to
help families better afford
child iicare, provide one-
time emergency funding
for rural EMS services,

create an advisory coun-
cil for better coordination
among state agencies, ad-
vancing local government
aid for townships for the
first time since 2014, and
reforming the low-density
broadband program to en-
sure remote townships can
secure the funding they
need to finally bring high-
speed internet to their res-
idents. While this work is
ongoing, my goal is to get
as much as I can and con-
tinue to leverage my vote
as the tiebreaker in the
state Senate majority to
deliver for the Northland.

In addition, I am
working to  convince
members across-the-aisle
to vote for an infrastruc-
ture package because the
bonding bill is the only
bill that requires a su-
per-majority of votes to
pass. Within the bonding
bill, I am working to pri-
oritize local projects like
the Tower-Soudan drink-
ing water project and the
Ely baseball fields. How-
ever, the reality is that in

alone locate a waffle iron
and bake four cookies at a
time while standing close
by with the fork ready to
pluck them off only to be
gobbled down by six sons
and a mean ugly daughter
standing next to the table.
Some of this stuff real-
ly doesn’t seem practical
especially for some of us
who are slowly down-
sizing. There are simply
too many gadgets and not
enough storage space.

The most mysterious
discovery is that I some-
how acquired the barbe-
cue recipe from the old
Ting Town restaurant that
used to be just west of
Chisholm. Even though I
lived in that area for a few
years in the 90s, I can’t
remember who gave me
the recipe and have never
used it.

Nowadays people
don’t use recipe boxes as
much because they find
things on the Internet to
cook or bake, but it’s just
not the same. I would
miss the little notes...
like “a pinch of salt or a
dash, a smidge, a toss” of
this or that ingredient that
were written on the side
margins by me or anoth-
er person, not to mention
how meaningful it is to

see the actual handwriting
of friends or long-ago de-
ceased relatives. A piece
of them lives on in these
recipes for sure. My oldest
enduring recipe collection
still remains in mom’s
hand-painted recipe box
that has the larger sized
index cards.

Yes, the maternal god-
desses in our lives; moms,
grands, aunties, and teach-
ers may gift us with their
riches which can be any-
thing from China, stain-
less serving sets, zig-zag
afghans, jewelry...but
we can’t forget the rec-
ipes. My former moth-
er-in-law made amazing
fried chicken served with
buttery milk potatoes and
carrots from their garden.
That was over forty years
ago but I still remember
the taste of her cooking.
In addition, all her holiday
desserts were fabulous-
ly divine and puffed and
fluffed from start to finish.

I can remember
phases of my life through
the various recipes too.
There are several that I
have from my rugged
Alaska period in the 80s
including salmon recipes
and holistic crafted crack-
er creations, seedy breads,
and some vegetarian dish-

es from a friend I met
while living high on top of
a ridge overlooking Fair-
banks to the south and the
Goldstream Valley to the
north. None of us hippie
types living on the ridge
had running water so I re-
member doing dishes after
cooking was an arduous
task. During the long dark
winters indoor projects
like experimenting with
recipes was fun. Years lat-
er after my life resembled
a traveling circus, I moved
to Ely and belonged to
a weekly women’s mo-
tivational group called
“healthy choices” that
introduced me to things
like quinoa, farro, and
couscous, not to mention
bok choy and dragon leaf
kale. That phase of my life
generated some healthy
know-how to be sure and
funky grains are always
welcome in my kitchen.
Let it be known howev-
er, I never was, and never
will be a fan of tofu. Now
it’s time to do some spring
baking.

Clearly partisanship
today is not only a threat
to the conduct of business
in government but threat-
ens the very continuation
of our democratic repub-
lic. Although it’s hard to
imagine the emergence
of a system to replace our
two-p arty one it’s not so
hard to imagine legislators
being actually capable of
honest and productive dia-
logue in an effort to reach
compromised solutions to
problems needing resolu-
tion.

Jerry Brown

Buyck

That pizza could
have fed many

starving children

I was appalled by the
front page story in the
March 8 Timberjay, “Big
Guy, Big Eats, Big Fun.”

Contrasted with
March 8 Star Tribune pg
A4 showing 3 children
carrying battered pots as
they walk to a food distri-
bution point in Gaza, it is
disheartening.

I think the Timberjay
needs to apologize and
speak to the numbers of

our district alone I have
over $110 million in re-
quests and it will be im-
possible to fund them all.
That is why I need to pri-
oritize those projects that
are critical infrastructure
and shovel ready. In ad-
dition to local projects, I
am also the chief author
of two broader bonding
bills that would send more
funding to the Northland
through a Greater Minne-
sota Workforce Housing
bonding bill and an in-
crease in bond funds for
Public Facilities Authori-
ty (PFA) which would go
toward water and sewer
projects predominantly in
rural communities.

In the Legislature, it
is easy to get side-tracked
on a lot of the partisan
nonsense that goes on in
our politics. Far too many
representatives on both
sides of the aisle focus on
partisan issues and place
blame only on the other

kids who could be fed by
that gigantic pizza one
man is going to eat in or-
der to entertain!

Thanks for letting me
vent, but I think this is-
sue needs to be addressed
somehow.

Emily Brown

Ely

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to marshall@timber-
jay.com.

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300
words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily
for length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page. We want to
know what you think!

side to distract residents
from the real challenges
we all face together. My
goal is to focus on the real,
bread-and-butter  issues
that matter most to our
communities like the ones
I’ve described above. Sad-
ly, the outside dark-money
groups are sending mail-
ers around our district
misleading on my record
related to gas taxes. If
you receive one of these,
please do not hesitate to
reach out to my office
directly to hear from me
about my position because
I can assure you it’s not
what is being described.
I can be reached directly
at Sen.Grant.Hauschild@
Senate.MN.

It is an honor of a life-
time to represent you and
the rest of the Northland
in the state Senate, thank
you!

Sen. Grant Hauschild

District 3
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
March 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

TSHS weekly winner
TOWER- The winner

of the $250 cash prize

in Week 33 of the Char-

lemagne’s 52 Club is Pat

Tschida of Angora.

History Tidbit: In
1872 George Stuntz, a sur-
veyor, discovered ore in
this section of Minnesota
which was found to be very
valuable. In 1884 Charle-
magne Tower and George
C. Stone formed the Min-
nesota Iron Company with
Edward Breitung.

The Township of Bre-
itung is named after Ed-
ward Breitung who was a
politician from Michigan.
The village of Soudan was
established March 3, 1885
and gets its name from
D.H. Bacon contrasting
Soudan’s cold, bitter win-
ters to the tropical climate
of the Sudan/Soudan area
of Africa. Soudan has since
returned to being an unin-
corporated community.

Lunch Bunch to meet

on March 14

TOWER- The Lunch
Bunch will meet on Thurs-
day, March 14, at 12:30
p.m., at Benchwarmer’s in
Tower. RSVP to Kathy at
218-753-2530. Everyone
is welcome to attend.

Bookmobile stops

REGIONAL- The
Arrowhead Bookmobile
will be in the Tower-Sou-
dan area on Wednesdays:
March 27, Apr 17, May 8
and 29, Jul 10 and 31, Aug
21, Sept. 11, Oct. 2 and
23, Nov. 13, and Dec. 4,
2024.

Stops include: Britt
(Sand Lake Storage):

9 - 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte
(Boys & Girls Club): 11

- 11:30 a.m.; Greenwood
(Town Hall): 12 -1 p.m;
Soudan (Post Office area):
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.; Tower
(Civic Center): 3:45 - 4:30
p.m.; and Embarrass
(Hwy 135 & Hwy 21): 5
— 6 p.m.

For more information
on the Bookmobile or
Mail-A-Book services,
contact the Arrowhead
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.
info, or website at alslib.
info.

Greenwood Township

Township residents ousted
the three incumbents (see story
on page one), and elected Lois
Roskoski and Craig Gilbert as
supervisors and Debby Spicer as
clerk. Township residents set the
2025 levy at $300,000.

More on the annual meeting
in next week’s paper.

TOWNSHIP ELECTION RESULTS
Breitung, Greenwood, and Vermilion Lake results

Breitung Township
SOUDAN- At the Breitung
Township annual meeting, Erin
Peitso was elected to the position
of township supervisor with 53
votes and Amber Zak was elect-
ed as clerk, also with 53 votes as
a write-in. Current clerk Dianna
Sunsdahl did not file for the seat.
The town residents discussed the

levy but did not set it, since the
board is waiting to find out more
about project funding from other
agencies and the level of support
the Tower Area Ambulance
Service will need. The people
will reconvene to set the levy on
Tuesday, Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. More
details in next week’s Timberjay.

Vermilion Lake Township

Jen McDonough received 26
votes for supervisor and Frank
Zobitz received 27 votes for
clerk. The township’s 2025 levy
was set at $40,215. More details
in next week’s paper.

TOWER- The Tower Firemen’s
Relief Association will host their an-
nual free Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday,
March 24, from 12 noon — 3 p.m. at the

HOLIDAY FUN

Tower Easter Egg Hunt set for Sunday, March 24

to dress for the weather.

Lamppa Civic Center in Tower. There

will be an egg hunt, prizes, raffles, and
fun for ages infant through sixth grade.
Hot dogs and chips will be served.
Over 4,000 eggs will be hidden on
the grounds outside the civic center.
The hunt is scheduled to begin prompt-
ly at 12 noon, so please get there a
little early because it doesn’t take long
for all the eggs to be collected. Be sure

Embarrass Easter Egg-
Stravaganza March 23

invited.

The event is being held on a Sun-
day this year, and a week earlier than
normal due to scheduling conflicts.

Celebrate spring at the Timber
Hall Event Center in Embarrass on Sat-
urday, March 23 from 11 a.m. -1 p.m.
with an Easter egg hunt, cake walk,
games, and more. All area children are
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Tori Barsness earns

Master’s Degree

NEW ORLEANS— Tower
native Victoria “Tori” Barsness
was awarded a master’s degree
in psychology from Capella Uni-
versity during a March 2 cere-
mony here. Barsness, who grad-
uated from Tower-Soudan High

COLLEGE NEWS

School, is the daughter of LeAnn
Barsness, who continues to live
in Tower.

Barsness is in her ninth year
in the U.S. Air Force, having
served several years at Kadena
Air Base, in Japan, before her
most recent posting at Luke Air
Force Base in Arizona. At both
postings, she has frequently won
numerous top awards, including
twice winning NCO of the Quar-
ter at Luke. While serving in Ja-
pan, she was awarded Armament
Technician of the Year in both
2017 and 2018.

In 2021, she was promoted
to an Airman Leadership School
Flight Instructor, at the 56" Force
Support Squadron at Luke Air
Force Base in Arizona. In that
position, she was responsible for
implementing policy and teach-
ing enlisted personnel attached
to the Air Force’s largest fighter
wing, providing leadership, guid-
ance, and direction to students
and installation agencies.

Most recently, she was as-
signed as an F-35 Armament

Maintenance Supervisor, con-
tinuing to serve at Luke AFB.
“I’m so very proud of my
daughter,” said LeAnn Barsness.
“It’s been a long haul and she’s
really excelled in her career.”

Local students named to
University of Minnesota—

Twin Cities Dean’s List

TWIN CITIES- The follow-
ing students have been named
to the 2023 fall semester Dean’s
List at the University of Minne-
sota Twin Cities. To qualify for
the Dean’s List, a student must
complete 12 or more letter-grad-
ed credits while attaining a 3.66
grade point average.

Audrey Anderson, Soudan,
Junior, Col of Educ/Human De-
velopment.

Cooper Hanson, Tower, Ju-
nior, Carlson School of Manage-
ment.

Allison Maus, Tower, Soph-
omore, Col of Educ/Human De-
velopment.

Minnesota North College
Announces 2023 Fall

Dean’s List

HIBBING- Minnesota North
College announces the stu-
dents recognized for academic
achievement during the Fall 2023
semester. Congratulations to over
900 students that completed 12
or more credits while earning a
Grade Point Average (GPA) of
3.25 or higher.

April Drueen, Embarrass
Jaezreel Johnson, Embarrass
Keith Laflamme, Embarrass
Jacob Mackai, Embarrass
Callie Peterson, Embarrass
Caleb Ramponi, Embarrass
Colton Rebarich, Embarrass
Calvin Winger, Embarrass
TJae Banks, Soudan

Maria Lindquist, Soudan
Emma Lambert, Tower
Neva Levens, Tower

Ryan Rothfork, Tower

ELY- The 2023-2024 Ely
Squirts had a phenomenal season.
The season total was 29 games
played and one scrimmage, and
they finished the season with 22
wins and seven losses.

The Ely Squirts played a
variety of teams from the Iron
Range, Duluth/Hermantown,
Grand Rapids, and Bemidji.
They also faced larger Twin Cit-
ies programs and have certainly
showed their strength on the ice.

The team appeared in three
tournaments and turned a lot of
heads along the way. At the Sil-
ver Bay tournament in early De-
cember, Ely finished second out
of eight teams. At the Bemidji
tournament in mid-January, Ely
finished second out of 16 teams,
and at the Two Harbors tourna-
ment in early February, Ely fin-
ished second out of eight teams.

The team is made up of boys
from Ely, Tower, and Babbitt in
grades three through six.

The 2023/2024 Ely Squirt
team would like to thank the
communities for all the support

St. Martin’s Catholic

Church Easter Schedule
Holy Thursday, March 28
St. Mary’s — 5:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 29
Holy Cross — 3 p.m.
St. Martin’s — 6 p.m.
Holy Saturday, March 30
Blessing of the Easter Bas-
kets - St. Martin’s — 12:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil Mass — St.
Mary’s — 8 p.m.
Easter Sunday, March 31
Holy Cross — 8 a.m.
St. Martin’s — 10:30 a.m.

YOUTH HOCKEY

Ely Squirts fmlsh a successful season

Home of the
TIMEERWOLVES

Back (from left): Coach Mike Lund, Leo Shock, Connor Macho, Ricky Bush, Miles Marzella,
Nixon Levens, Blake Stalboerger, Oliver Kochendorfer, Coach Tony Harding. Front: Harvey
Fenner-Vogl, Hayden Engen, Toren Harding, Nolan Niskala, Brody Grotberg, Henrik Lund,

Gordon Smith. Not pictured- Head coach Luke Macho, coach Jeremy Engen. submitted photo

to the program this season and
especially the rink managers in
Ely and Babbitt. The coaches

would like to thank the parents
for all their support and dedica-
tion to our kids.

EASTER CHURCH SCHEDULES

St. Martin’s Mass

schedule for Lent

TOWER- St. Martin’s Lent
schedule:

Lent services: Stations
of the Cross at St. Martin’s on
Fridays at 5 p.m. with a fish fry
following except on March 22
since they will be working on
the social hall floor that day;
and on Wednesday’s at 5 p.m. at
St. Mary’s with a soup supper
following. Please sign up if you
can make a soup, there is a sign-
up sheet in the entrance of the
church.

St. Paul’s Evangelical

Lutheran Easter Services

SOUDAN- Palm Sunday,
March 24, worship service at
8:30 a.m. with special music
by Deb Tuominen and Louise
Wiermaa. Brunch to follow the
service. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Maundy Thursday, March
28, service at 5 p.m. with a seder
meal catered by Chef Chris from
Vermilion Country School, will
be serving lamb and a traditional
seder meal. Please RSVP before
March 18 by calling 218-753-
3047. All are welcome.

Easter Sunday, March 31,

worship service at 8:30 a.m. with
special music by Martha Bush.
Brunch to follow the service. All
are welcome. Martha, the Harp
Lady, has a Master’s Degree in
Art Therapy from St. Mary’s
University in Minneapolis.

St. Paul’s Lutheran

Lenten Soup and Movie
SOUDAN- Please join
us on Thursdays for a Lenten
Soup and Movie/Bible Study at
11:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Soudan. All are wel-
come. Any questions, call Susan
at 218-780-1560.
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Upper Left: Rachel Carter (left) and Emily Bialik (right) from Ely
Memorial High School show off their gold medals. They both
received the highest rating of “superior” for solo performances

at the Minnesota State High School League Music Contests last
week. In the same competition, Ely High School Concert Choir
received a “superior” and two “excellent” ratings and was only
one point away from bringing home a trophy. The Ely High School
Pop Choir received an “excellent” rating. Gabe White, Matthew
Johnson and Colton Bramley received Excellent ratings for
individual performances. submitted photo
Upper Right: The much loved “So much food!” Knights of
Columbus fish fry once again packed the downstairs at St.
Anthony’s last Friday. The fish fry dinner will be served two more
time during Lent, on March 15 and 22. photo by C. Clark

Lower Left: Local poet Elizabeth Gade takes the mic at the March
Northern Lakes Arts Association “Call of the Wild” poetry reading
last Thursday. Gade’s volume of poetry, “Fawn and Freeze,” is
available through Amazon. She will be publishing a new collection
in June. photo by C. Clark

LOCAL HISTORY

Ely-Winton Historical Society hires new manager

ELY- The Ely-Win-
ton Historical Society
(EWHS) is pleased to an-
nounce the hiring of Adam
Kovall of Ely as its new
manager. Kovall, who
officially started the first
week of March, brings
a professional resume
which includes executive
leadership, and a proven
track record in the field of
data science.

I am grateful to be se-
lected as the new manager
and really look forward to
immersing myself in the
stories and histories,” said

Kovall. “I have a deep in-
terest in the personal nar-
ratives, historical artifacts
and interpretation that
EWHS takes on. To be one
of the caretakers of local
history, making it relevant
for people, is going to be
very meaningful.”

A former resident
of Southern California,
Kovall has local family
connections and moved
to Ely last fall. He spent
many summers here and
always hoped to spend
more time, particularly
since his father moved

back about 15 years ago.
Kovall commented, “I
enjoy the dark skies, the
quiet, and the numerous
outdoor activities which
are so abundant. The big-
gest surprise so far is that
the winter was not as cold,
nor had as much snow, as I
expected and wanted.”
Pam Turnbull, EWHS
Board President, is en-
thusiastic about this year.
“We have fresh energy
with the hire of Adam and
our board of directors is
happy to be working with
him. We anticipate his

leadership and partnership
will create a more effec-
tive organization.” Turn-
bull and Kovall agree that
his new perspective is a
strength, as is his willing-
ness to move forward with
the vision of the board of
directors and the commu-
nity for the society.

Asked about his mo-
tivation for taking on the
manager role, Kovall re-
calls a childhood visit to
the Field Museum in Chi-
cago, saying an exhibit on
human development was
something he never imag-

ined seeing and was an
experience that has stuck
with him. “Museums are a
place of learning and ob-
serving interesting things.
The museum, and the
work here, feels like a
good place to spend my
time.”

Please check the
website https://www.ely-
wintonhistory.org/ or the
Facebook page for cur-
rent operating hours for
the EWHS museum, lo-
cated in Ely at MN North,
Vermilion Campus.

Chamber

ELY- Dust off your
hiking boots, put on your
pith helmet, and join the
Ely Chamber of Com-
merce at their annual Cel-
ebrate Ely event sched-
uled for Thursday, April
11, hosted at the Grand
Ely Lodge. This year’s
keynote speaker is Steve
Fredlund, “The Safari
Guy.”

“We are pulling out
all the stops as we have
done the last several years
at Celebrate Ely,” said
Eva Sebesta, the execu-

of Commerce dinner goes on safari

tive director at the cham-
ber. “Last year we had
the ‘Groovy 60s’ theme,
the year before was the
‘Survivor’ theme, so we
are raising the bar and go-
ing all out safari. While
a costume is not required
to attend, we certainly en-
courage attendees to dress
up as a safari adventurer
or a favorite animal.”
“Celebrate Ely is fo-
cused on bringing our
community together and
having fun, while recog-
nizing what an amazing

place we live in. We live
on the edge of a wilder-
ness area in arguably the
most beautiful place on
earth, surrounded by a
community of people that
love this place we all call
home,” added Sebesta.
The event features a
social hour with games,
photo booth, and cash
bar from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
A buffet dinner starting
at 5:45 p.m. with savory
BBQ beef, honey glazed
ham, and vegetable lasa-
gna, plus all the fixings.

There are door prizes and
chamber news, plus our
annual awards. Come
and celebrate our newest
Good Neighbor Business,
Good Citizen Volunteer,
Excellence in Customer
Service, and Bob Cary
Spirit recipients.

The pinnacle of the
evening is Steve Fredlund,
who is a safari enthusiast,
visionary, coach, and con-
sultant. Steve’s message,
“The Safari Way to Great-
er Happiness” will pro-
vide attendees with five

key tips to reduce stress
and find greater happiness
in life. Steve is a two-time
TEDx speaker and author
of “Do the Right Thing,”
just released in January.

Tickets are $30/per-
son and on sale at the
chamber office located at
1600 E. Sheridan St., Ely,
or call 218-365-6123 to
reserve over the phone.
More event details are
available at Ely.org/Cele-
brateEly.

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
March is poppyseed. Pick
up a free spice kit with a
poppyseed sample and
recipes to try at home
from the front desk at the
library.

The Curiosity Co-
hort Program for adults
will meet on Wednesday,
March 20 at 1 p.m. to learn
about and have a hand at
interpreting tarot cards.
Please register in advance
for this program so the
library can order enough
materials for participants.

The library will hold a
Kahoot online trivia game
on the first three books of
the Inspector Gamache
series of books by Lou-
ise Penny. Registration
in advance with an email
address is required so the
library can send the link
for the trivia game. The
Kahoot will start at 3 p.m.
on Friday, March 22, and
end at 8 a.m. on Monday,
March 25.

Preschool  Storytime
is held every Friday from

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

10:30-11 a.m. All library
events are at the Ely Pub-
lic Library at 224 E. Chap-
man St., unless otherwise
noted.

Babbitt Public

Library

BABBITT- Preschool
Storytime is held every
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
All library events are at
the Babbitt Public Library
at 71 South Drive unless
otherwise noted.

St. Pat’s Day Dance

ELY- The Ely Folk
School will hold its annu-
al St. Patrick’s Day Dance
for all ages at the Ely Se-
nior Center on Friday,
March 15, from 7-10 p.m.
No experience necessary.
All dances will be taught.
Cost is $10. Children free
with parent.

Easter Bonnet
Parade

ELY- The annual Eas-
ter Bonnet Parade at the
Ely Senior Center will be

on Saturday, March 16,
from 1-3 p.m. This event
is not just for seniors. All
bonnets must be home-
made. The best bonnets
will win prizes. Coffee
and dessert will be served.

NLAA Art Show

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association art
show for March, “Weav-
ing Color in Comfort”
by Grace Klein, will be
held March 18-31 at Ely’s
Historic State Theater.
This novel and colorful
show will display works
of handmade papers wo-
ven into intricate patterns.
The papers are made from
abaca, flax, and cotton
fibers, and are colored
using aqueous dispersed
pigments and other natu-
ral dyes.

Braver Angels

ELY- The next meet-
ing of the Ely Braver An-
gels will be on Tuesday,
March 19, 6:30 p.m. at
the Ely Senior Center, 27
S. 1st Ave. E. The group

pursues and teaches prac-
tical skills to return civil-
ity to political civics. All
are welcome.

Homebuyer Class
ELY- Ely Communi-
ty Education will offer a
free homebuyer’s class
taught by Tom Omerza,
on Wednesday, March 20,
5:30-6:30 p.m., at the me-
dia center at the Ely Pub-
lic School campus, 600
E. Harvey St. Sign up at
elyclasses.com.

SAGE fundraiser

ELY- The SAGE
(“Students achieving
goals equally”’) Founda-
tion will hold a fundraiser
on Saturday, March 23,
and Sunday, March 24,
from 5-7 p.m. at the Ely
Folk School, with pizza,
Dorothy Molter root beer,
good company, and a si-
lent auction.

CPR-AED (lass
WINTON- The Win-
ton Community Center,

102 Main St., will be the
site of an American Heart
Association Heartsaver
CPR-AED first-aid class-
es on Saturday, March
23 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Heartsaver training
includes basic first aid,
CPR, automated exter-
nal defibrillator use, and
choking response for
adults, children, and in-
fants. Cost is $75. Call
218-235-4016 to sign up.

List your event

Do you have an up-
coming Babbitt, Ely, or
Winton event? Email
event details, location,
time, place and event
cost to catie.timberjay @
gmail. com by close-of
business on the Tuesday
the week before the event
takes place for a free no-
tice.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squier
by email at Ely Tuesday-
Group@gmail.com or call
her at 218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»March 19: Poet Mi-
chael Kleber-Diggs

»March 26: Learn-
ing about Owls with Eben
Spencer

» April 2: Meet new
Elyites

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©22

thinking about blooms
bulb plants rising up grandly

in a month or so

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-2 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS -7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wellbeing Development,
St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 712 S. Central
Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.

Conference Room B.
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Orr motel will be converted to apartments
New owners seeking long-term financial stability after poor winter

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- The North
Country Inn Motel will be
converted to apartments
soon, as a representative
of the new owners met
with the Orr City Coun-
cil on Monday to find out
about any necessary zon-
ing modifications to ac-
commodate the new use.

BC Ventures, a Way-
zata-based real estate in-
vestors group focused on
multi-family and apart-
ment living, bought the
30-year-old motel in No-
vember for a reported
sales price of $405,000.

In a written statement
presented to council mem-
bers in their meeting pack-
et, the company cited the
“extremely volatile” busi-
ness market in the months
since their purchase of the
motel due to the record
warm winter and lack of
winter recreational activ-
ities in the area that typi-
cally brings in customers.

“We are interested
in making this business
a sustainable investment
where income becomes
more predictable,” the
statement said. “We also
believe having long term
residents in rooms will
have a greater loyalty,
greater tax and greater

communal impact versus
having short-term visitors.
The current model is no
longer sustainable.”

The conversion
would create 12 stu-
dio apartments and one
three-bedroom apartment,
which would ideally be
ready to rent May 1 after
the company invests about
$100,000 in the conver-
sion, and optimism is run-
ning high for demand.

“We believe we have a
waiting list of people ready
to go,” the statement said.
Brandon Schuh was pres-
ent at the meeting to try
to clarify questions sur-
rounding zoning.

“It’s kind of a two part
request,” he said. “One
part is that we were unsure
of whether it needed to be
rezoned or not. If it did,
we would like to start the
process of rezoning the
property for apartments.”

Noting that the area
is zoned for business use,
city clerk Angela Lind-
gren said in her review
of the zoning ordinance
apartments were not listed
in that classification.

Adam Johnson of
Benchmark Engineer-
ing chimed in with com-
ments after reviewing
the ordinances himself.
He suggested two possi-
ble options, one being to

rezone the property for
residential ~ multi-family
use, and the second to do
a conditional use permit
and leave the zoning as
commercial. Johnson ad-
vised that choosing to re-
zone that one property is
a proposition that city at-
torney Kelly Klun should
provide feedback on.

“I did notify her that
this would probably be
coming her way,” Lind-
gren said.

Schuh asked for clari-
fication on the turnaround
time for getting resolution
on the zoning issue, and
council member John Ji-
rik responded that they
wouldn’t be able to answer
until they got more clarity
as to how to approach the
request.

“Honestly, we’re not
experts on how this goes,”
Jirik said. “Once we get

The North Country Inn Motel could become
apartments by this summer if investors get the
necessary zoning in place. Google Maps photo

(an answer) we will be
able to give you a good
idea on how long this
might take.”

The council approved
a motion by member
Bruck Black to table the
discussion. Unless the
council would call a spe-
cial meeting in the in-
terim, the matter would
not be discussed again
until the council’s regu-
lar April meeting. Should
the recommended course
of action include a public
meeting, time would need
to be allowed for affected
parties to be notified and
the meeting to be adver-
tised. It would likely be
difficult in that scenario
for BC Ventures to meet
their hoped-for May 1
readiness date if remod-
eling work didn’t begin
before the zoning question
was settled.

Ambulance service

Ambulance director
Donna Hoffer gave the
council an overview of
service operations, includ-
ing the following points:

»The service has per-
formed 25 total runs to
date for 2024, 12 in Feb-
ruary.

»Total runs for 2023
were 180. Hoffer provided
a breakdown of the types
of runs, indicating 11 were
for Bois Forte mutual aid,
22 were for Cook Ambu-
lance Sevice mutual aid,
18 were medical trans-
ports, four were fire stand-
bys, 10 were rendezvous
with Virginia ALS, 11
were helicopter rendez-
vous, and 16 calls were
non-transports. Hoffer
noted that per city council
request, the service only
does medical transfers
from Cook Hospital to
Duluth, Cloquet, and oth-
er local hospitals.

»The service current-
ly has 1 emergency med-
ical responder, 11 EMTs,
six drivers and two stu-
dents. Four of the drivers
are enrolled in an EMR
course being hosted by
Orr Ambulance. There are
11 total enrollees.

» Ambulance service
members who live outside
of the area receive no-cost
lodging at Oveson’s or Orr

Carefree Living. “This is a
great service for our mem-
bers and the community,”
Hoffer said.

>»Hoffer said the ser-
vice is “limping along”
with its pager system, and
that they need to get both
radio and pagers to ensure
receipt of dispatch mes-
sages by responders.

Other business

In other business, the
council:

> Approved a build-
ing permit for Curt and
Nancy Glass.

> Approved a build-
ing permit for Peter and
Caroline Coggan.

> Approved a request
from Viita Excavating to
use Bay Point Dr. begin-
ning April 1 for work at
4695 Baypoint Dr. Part of
the road is on city prop-
erty and winter road re-
strictions could still be in
place, although Black said
they should be lifted by
then. Viita agreed to fix
any damages done to the
road.

> Accepted seven
donations totaling $1,000
for the Orr Fire Depart-
ment Easter Drive Thru
on Saturday, March 23 at
the Tourist Information
Center.

Cook council holds special
meeting for purchases

COOK- The Cook
Fire Department will get
new pagers, the mainte-
nance department a new
truck, and the library a
new roof as a result of
actions taken at a special
Cook City Council meet-
ing on Monday.

Council members re-
viewed a bid from DSC
Communications for a
digital pager system to
replace the outmoded and
oft times ineffective an-
alog pagers. The fire de-
partment requested 35 of
the 800Mhz single-band
pagers for $25,427.50.
Programming the pagers
will be an additional cost
of $375, bringing the total
bid t0$25,802.50.

Councilors approved
the purchase, the funds for
which will come from the
department’s truck fund.
They also approved seek-
ing a buyer for the city’s
old ladder truck.

The maintenance de-
partment will be getting a
2024 Chevrolet Silverado
3500HD truck equipped
with a plow and a light
bar from Waschke Family
Chevrolet after approving
the company’s low bid of
$64,757.45. A second bid
was received from Kolar
Chevrolet for $65,343.52.

School to stage
Mean Girls musical

on March 21

FIELD TWP- North
Woods School 7-12 grad-
ers will be staging the mu-
sical “Mean Girls, JR.,” a
musical based on the 2004
film and the hit Broadway
show, on Thursday March
21 at 7 p.m. at the school.
The musical is about chas-
ing populatiry and be-
ing true to yourself. This
musical from book writer
Tina Fey (30 Rock), lyri-
cist Nell Benjamin (Legal-
ly Blonde) and composer
Jeff Richmond (Unbreak-
able Kimmy Schmidt) is
packed with keen wit, an
undeniably catchy score,
and a sincere message for
everyone.

The production is free
to the public and will also

Maintenance supervi-
sor Tim Lilya said that they
had been offered $18,000
for a trade in for the 2016
Ford truck being replaced.
That was well below the
$21,500 the truck was val-
ued at online, and with the
plow the city should be
able to sell the truck for
well more than the trade-in
value, Lilya said.

As for the library, the
council moved forward
with the first necessary
step in taking care of the
problematic flat roof by
approving a bid of $18,600
from Short Elliott Hedrick-
son Inc. (SHE) to perform
the necessary engineering
for a new pitched roof to
better accommodate water
runoff. City administrator
Theresa Martinson said
that the library has a main-
tenance fund that will pay
for half of the cost of en-
gineering. Library director
Crystal Whitney will be
seeking grant funds to cov-
er the construction costs.
Aspecial grant application
for library construction
opens in May. When re-
placing the roof it will also
be necessary to replace
the HVAC system that has
been sitting on top of it.

be live streamed over the
schools Hudl network.

Firefighters to hold
drive-thru Easter

event in Orr

ORR- Mark your cal-
endars to celebrate Eas-
ter with the Orr Fire De-
partment as they host the
Orr Easter Drive-Thru on
Saturday, March 23 from
11 am.-1 p.m. at the Orr
Tourist Information Cen-
ter.

Designed for kids
ages 0-10, the drive-th-
ru will feature the Easter
Bunny and Orr firefighters
offering eggs that could
win a bicycle or an Easter
basket.

Seven local donors
have contibuted a total of
$1,000 to help with the

by KELLY ENGMAN
North Woods Principal

FIELD TWP- The

North Woods Student
Leadership team is a
group of students in

grades 9-12 who are com-
mitted to improving the
North Woods School cul-
ture. Early in the school
year, the group identified
that student mental health
and wellness plays an im-
portant role in the school
culture. The students de-

¥

event, and donations will
continue to be accepeted
from businesses, groups,
and individuals to make
this Easter extra special
for those children who can
attend.

NWFA photo contest
voting is open

COOK- It's time to
take “A Closer Look”
and vote for your favorite
photos at the Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery contest in Cook, 210
S. River St.

This “popular vote”
photo contest exhibit is
on display until Friday,
March 29 when a cele-
brating reception will be
held at the gallery from 5
to 7 pm.. Two winning
photos and the photogra-
phers will be announced

cided to make this a prior-
ity area of focus this year
and developed a com-
mittee to plan an event
to showcase this area of
focus. On Wednesday,
March 6, the High School
Leadership team hosted
the first Mental Health
and Wellness Event at
North Woods School. The
day’s activities took place
in the gym and consist-
ed of many centers that
each focused on some
aspect of wellness, men-

e, . e -

Above: From back left, students Kate Cheney,
Amber Sopoci, Sophia Mathys, and Brynn
Chosa, and front, Annabelle Calavera, Jessy
Palmer pose for the camera. Top right: Bois
Forte Health and Human Services was repre-
sented by Jenna Porter. Bottom right: Sophia
Mathys distributed healthy snacks. submitted

and awarded a cash
prize! Voting hours are
from 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays
and 9 -am. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays. See examples
of last year’s winners at
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts website: www.
nwfamn.org.

Catholic Holy Week

service schedule set
REGIONAL- The
Catholic Parishes of Lake
Vermilion and Pelican
Lake have announced
their Easter Holy Week
schedule.
Holy Thursday, March 28
St. Mary’s — 5:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 29
Holy Cross — 3 p.m.
St. Martin’s — 6 p.m.
Holy Saturday, March 30
Blessing of the Easter

tal health awareness or
coping skills. Each grade
level had a class period to
explore these resources.
The students collab-
orated with many orga-
nizations and individuals,
including our ISD 2142
District Project Aware
Coordinator, Range Men-
tal Health, Bois Forte Be-
havioral Health Services

and other individuals who
are committed to sharing
strategies with our youth.
worked

The students

Baskets at St. Martin’s —
12:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil Mass —
St. Mary’s — 8 p.m.
Easter Sunday, March 31
Holy Cross — 8 a.m.
St. Martin’s — 10:30
a.m.

Minnesota North
names academic

honor students

REGIONAL- Min-
nesota North College has
announced the names of
area students recognized
for academic achieve-
ment during the Fall 2023
semester. Students must
complete 12 or more cred-
its while earning a Grade
Point Average (GPA) of
3.25 or higher.
Cook

Ethan Byram, Ma-

son Clines, Micaden

North Woods students bring well-being to the fore
with first ever Mental Health and Wellness Event

closely with our social
worker, Megan Nemec,
and our school counselor,
Jill Stark.

We are proud of our
Leadership Team students
for planning amazing op-
portunities for the stu-
dents to practice coping
skills, learn about well-
ness and mental health,
and to have the opportu-
nity to win prizes, thanks
to a generous grant from
Bois Forte.

Clines, Addy  Hart-
way, Aidan Hartway, Lane
Kneen, Garrett Lap-

pi, Zane Lokken, McK-
enna McCormick, Kayla
Palm, Nathan Palm, Louie
Panichi, Madison Taylor.
Gheen
Sierra
Orr
Cooper Antikainen,
Evelyn Brodeen, Addison
Burckhardt, Alex Burck-
hardt, Jonah Burnett, Mad-
ison Dantes, Anevay
Goodsky-Spears, Helen
Koch, Sean Luce, Tiauna
Peltier, Jaden Whiteman.

Read It
HERE

Schuster
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ISD 696 renovation project remains on track

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely school dis-
trict’s general contractor reported
that construction costs are cur-
rently steady, which is welcome
news as the district moves ahead
onthe next phase of their ongoing
facilities improvement project.
The steady pricing is in sharp con-
trast to the inflation that plagued
projects during the COVID-19
crisis, which threw the district’s
original cost estimates for the
new addition, with its cafeteria,
a gym, media center and offices,
out the window.

The wild costincreases of the
summer of 2021, when lumber
alone tripled in price, now appear
to be in the past. “Costs are cur-
rently stable,” said Karl Larsen
of Widseth Smith Nolting and
Associates at Monday’s school
board meeting here. Larsen was
there to present the third and
final of the project’s bids for the
board’s approval. The current
year-long project will replace

windows and renovate parts of
the district’s school buildings.

Larsen presented the last
major bid for the project, for
$1.703 million for interior “Phase
2” renovations plus an “add
alternate bid” of $51,000 for staff
bathroom facilities. Three firms
bid on the work, with the board
accepting the low bid from Max
Gray Construction.

Larsen reviewed the current
status of the renovation project.
“The original budget for con-
struction was $3.474 million. The
current bids for the construction
are $3.569 million, which is a
$100,000 over what was bud-
geted.” However, the $100,000
difference is under the budgeted
contingency for the project of
$178.,491.

The previous bids were
$131,494 for renovations to the
chemlab and artroom,and $1.684
million for “Phase 1” window
replacement. Most of the work is
scheduled for over the summer,
though Superintendent Anne
Oclke did note that “some of

the window work may run into
the fall.”

In other business, the school
board:

» Discussed but took no
action on a proposed policy
for dismissing school on days
when certain high school teams
compete at state level contests.
When school board member Tony
Colarich questioned the need for
such a policy, Athletic Director
Tom Coombe noted that Ely had
sent teams to the state champion-
ships (excluding Nordic skiing)
“five times in the last 28 years.”
School board chair Ray Marsnik
concluded the short discussion,
saying,“We will continue to study
this as there is nothing pressing.”

> Approved the February
financial report, including
receipts of $2,734,680 and dis-
bursements of $324,780.

» Accepted the retirement of
Frank Ivancich from his Social
Studies teaching position effec-
tive at the end of the 2023-24
school year.

> Approved the following

GREENWOOD

coaching positions for the spring
season as recommended by AD
Coombe: Frank Ivancich, head
baseball coach; Cory Lassi,
head softball coach; Will Helms,
head boys track coach; Rob
Simonich, head boys/girls golf
coach (co-op with NE Range);
Megan Wognum, assistant soft-
ball coach; Max Gantt, assistant
baseball coach; Darren Visser,
assistant boys track coach; and
Aaron Donais, junior high base-
ball coach. Donais’ position is
paid for by Northeast Range
School.

> Approved the following
volunteer assistant coaching
positions for the spring season
as recommended by Coombe:
Jim Wittrup, Derek Johnson,
and Emmett Penke, volunteer
assistantbaseball coaches; Kelsey
IvancichandJeffMacKenzie, vol-
unteer assistant softball coaches;
and Beth Ohlhauser, volunteer
assistant track coach.

> Approved the second
readings of the revised Minnesota
School Boards Association

Policies 209, code of ethics;
214, out-of-state travel by school
board members; 404, employ-
ment background checks; and
535, service animals in schools.
Approval of the revised policies
will be on the agenda at the next
school board meeting. When
approved, the service animal
policy will be a new policy for
the district.

» Approved a $400 donation
from the Ely PTO for dictionaries
for the media center, and a $500
gift from Krista and John Haven
for school security.

» Briefly discussed the
draft of the Ely Memorial High
School schedule for 2024-25 and
resolved to discuss the schedule
in greater detail at the upcoming
school board study session on
March 25.

» Heard a report from
Superintendent and Elementary
Principal Anne Oelke that
the projected enrollment for
Kindergarten for the 2024-25
school year is 34. The current
Kindergarten enrollment is 19.

Residents vote to double their levy for next year

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP-
Greenwood Township resi-
dents, at their annual meeting on
Tuesday, approved a significant
increase intheir levy fornext year,
putting the township’s tax levy in
line with its spending for the first
time in several years.

The township approved
much smaller levies in several
previous annual meetings in
order to draw down accumulated
reserves that had once topped
$1.3 million.

But on Tuesday, residents
rebuffed the town board’s request
fora$175,000 levy for next year,
approving a $300,000 increase,
instead. About two-thirds of the
50 voting residents in attendance

OUSTED...cContinued from page 1

voted in favor. About 60 people
attended the meeting, but only
registered voters are allowed to
vote on the levy.

Chairman John Bassing’s
presentation showed a modest
increase in projected expenditures
from 2024 to 2025, increasing
from $332.,980t0 $352,580, while
anticipating receipts holding
steady at $246,000. Township
reserves as of Jan. 1 of this year sat
at $672,008 and were projected to
dropto $433,673 atthe beginning
of 2025.

While there is no set formula
for arequired amount a township
should hold in reserve, Bassing
said in past years the state auditor
had recommended an unreserved
fund balance of 35— 50 percent of
annual operating expenses.

The 2025 budget included

line item increases for snowplow-
ing, insurance, election-related
costs, and fire protection and
training, along with decreases
in wages, fire department repair
costs, and telephone costs, for
an overall budget increase of
$19,600.

Former clerk Debby Spicer
asked why the reserves had fallen
so steeply.

Bassing explained the board
hadlowered the levy and had been
spending down the reserve.

“That reserve was too high,”
Bassing said. “That is money
we collected from our property
owners.”

A motion by Steve Roskoski
to set the levy at $250,000 started
the discussion. He noted that the
township was looking atincreased
expenses in the next few years

including a requested $25,000
expenditure for the $91,000
pickleball project, expenses for
the upkeep of County Rd. 4136,
and possible investments in fire
department equipment.

Roskoski’s motion was soon
amended to increase the levy to
$300,000.

Bassing said the town board
wasn’t intending to spend down
the reserves to nothing,and noted
the township gets other income
besides the levy, estimated at
$150,000 a year. But most in
the audience seemed to feel that
increasing the levy from the sug-
gested $175,000 was a good idea.

“I think we should be paying
for the Tower Ambulance,” said
Dale Horihan. “We are getting
that service.” He also noted
that most people who live in

Greenwood could afford to see
the township portion of their
taxes, which has been set at an
effective rate of $24 per $100,000
in property value, go up.

Sue Drobac questioned
whether all township residents
could afford to see their levy
increase.

“Wehaveenoughinreserves,”
Drobac said. “No reason to have
all that extra money. Everything
here is insured.”

Former supervisor Mike
Ralston said he felt that setting
reserves at 35-percent of township
spending was notsustainable. The
financial projections from the
town board were still showing
the township with reserves set
above the annual expenditures,
so above 100-percent.

race.

Issues raised by can-
didates this year included
the board’s oversight of
the township fire depart-

PAINTERS..

six-member painting con-
tractor board that would
establish the minimum
qualifications for the licens-
ing of paint contractors and
journeyworker painters, as
well as continuing educa-
tion requirements.

According to the bill,
an applicant for a paint
contractor license must:

»Demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the com-
missioner good character,
honesty, and integrity.

»Pass a written or oral
examination to ensure an
applicant’s competence.

» An applicant for
a journeyworker painter
license must have at least
three years of apprentice-
ship training in painting
before applying for and
taking the journeyworker
painter license examina-
tion.

The bill would also
restrict the amount of sol-
vent-based paint a regular
consumer canbuy, limiting
it to one gallon or less.
Larger sales could only be
made to a licensed painter.
Household spray paints
would be excluded from
the restriction.

Tower painting con-
tractor Nick Levens is
willing to allow a little
latitude for regulating large
commercial contractors
who take on specialized
painting projects, but
believes the bill goes too far
to include established local
painters like him. Levens
said he’s been painting for
25 years, typically has four-
to-eight employees, and

ment, the current town
board’s delays regarding
the maintenance/improve-
ments needed for Township

«Continued from page 1

does about a quarter of his
work painting residential
new construction, another
quarter doing repaints,
and about half commercial
painting.

“I’'m not qualified to
paint a bridge or some
industrial coatings, but I’'m
overly qualified to paint
a bedroom or an exterior
of a house,” he said. “I
can see (licensing) being
necessary in some aspects
of the trade, but definitely
not all of them. A lot of
painters never getinvolved
in the type of painting
that, in my opinion, would
require advanced training
or advanced personal pro-
tection. It’s overregulating
an industry that doesn’t
necessarily require every-
one to fall under the same
umbrella.”

Levens said the profes-
sion is basically self-reg-
ulated in the different
types of painting that are
performed.

“If the state of
Minnesota is looking for
someone to bid on the
repainting of a bridge,
they’re not calling me for
that project. I don’t have a
bond, I don’t have infra-
structure, I don’t have the
labor force todo that work,”
he said. “And a residential
builder wouldn’t call the
people that paint bridges to
come paint their bedroom.
We specialize in things that
we can handle that we’re
qualified to accomplish,
and we’re competent. It’s
like aresidential contractor
wouldn’t putup askyscrap-

Rd. 4136 (Birch Point
Extension). The pickleball
court project, the town-
ship’slack of support for the

Tower Ambulance Service,
and the level of township
financial reserves, were
also salient issues in the

The new board
members will be sworn
in prior to the township’s

reorganizational meeting,
set for Thursday, March 28
at 6:30 p.m.

er, right?”

Because of the special-
ized nature of various types
of painting, Levens guessed
thathe might be challenged
to pass a general licensure
exam without some intense
study,

“A lot of it will be
classroom work based on
use of specific chemicals
and coatings and confined
spaces and PPE,” he said.
“It’s probably real tech-
nical work, which there’s
definitely a place for, but
it probably requires sitting
through nine months totwo
years of classroom training.
A lot of it would be book-
work based on specific
scenarios where you would
have to be exposed to the
technical answer to pass
the test. I could perform
and pass with flying colors
a test on the products and
techniques I use day today,
but someone else that uses
a different skill set would
probably have atoughtime.
A shop like mine with five
or six painters with a firm
grasp of what we do would
have a real problem going
in and taking and passing a
test that doesn’t have any-
thing to do with my aspect
of the trade.”

Levens likened it to a
test most adults are famil-
iar with, a written driver’s
license exam.

“A lot of people
couldn’t pass their driv-

READ TIE

er’s test today,” he said.
“Youreally have to refresh
yourselftorelearn technical
answers that override your
experience. I’m an experi-
enced driver with a clean
driving record, but I would
probably have trouble with
some specific answers that
youwould only know if you
were fresh out of the class.”

Levens worries about
the impact a new licensure
system would have on his
business, particularly if he
had any problems with the
process.

“I don’t necessarily
see where more regulation
or a license is going to do
anything other than affect
peoplefinancially,” he said.
“I'built my whole career on
this,and if Thad to startover
orreally change what I was
doing, my whole family and
all of my employees would
be impacted by it, to the
point where I don’t know
howIwouldevensucceed.”

Anditwould definitely
affect his customers, too.

“The price tag for a
residential consumer would
probably double, which
makes it unaffordable for
a lot of people to have a
professional come in and
do their painting,” Levens
said.“Andthere’s very few
painters painting rurally.”

The apprenticeship
requirement for journey-
person painter licensure
aligns with the programs

already offered by the Little
Canada-based Finishing
Trades Institute, the offi-
cial training center for
the International Union of
Painters & Allied Trades
District Council 82. The
alignment bolsters the
claims of many that the bill
is designed at least in part
to benefit unionization of
the painting industry.

Levens affirmed that
he is not anti-union but
expressed concerns for the
challenges of those would-
be apprentices in terms of
lifestyle, travel, and cost to
access those opportunities,
particularly given the level
of skills needed to do the
type of work he does that
he’s been able to learn
primarily in-house.

“It seems to me that
it’s not settled enough to
make an informed decision
by the Senate, like the
ramifications or the down-
stream effect is yet to be
determined,” Levens said.

Levens also wondered
how the new board would
assess the morality com-
ponent of the licensure
requirement.

“Here’s areal-life sce-
nario. [ worked with a man
who was incarcerated 25
years ago and he just sold
a very successful drywall
and painting company up
here,” he said. “He’s gone
on to do great things with
his life, maintain sobriety

and that lifestyle. Would
that person be penalized or
called out by the morality
board, or whoever is going
to dictate (the require-
ments)?Itseems crazy. And
if you’re going to do that
for the painting trade, you
should do it for the concrete
trade and the roofing trade
and the plumbing trade,and
why stop there?”

Levens said he is cer-
tainly not alone with his
concerns about the bill.

“I’ve talked to other
people about this, like my
paint rep at the Sherwin-
Williams store in Virginia.
Most accredited painters
are working out of that
store, and they failed to
see the issue, and they’re
boots on the ground.No one
would know more than they
doabout who’s doing what,
and if people are having
problems.Ididn’t hear any
ofthat. Butpeople are quite
interested in this.”

The Timberjay con-
tacted International Union
of Painters and Allied
Trades District Council
82 via email asking for a
representative to comment
on the bill and possible ben-
efits that could come from
its passage, but they did
not respond prior to press
time. The Timberjay also
contacted Sen. McEwen’s
office for comment on the
bill. The senator did not
respond prior to press time.
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by CHRISTOPHER INGRAHAM
Minnesota Reformer

REGIONAL —Nearly three
in ten Minnesotans — including
a majority of Republicans —
hold Christian nationalist views,
according to a new survey of all
50 states conducted by the Public
Religion Research Institute.

Christian nationalists support
an aggressive fusion of church
and state, and believe in a
“Christian primacy in politics and
law,” inthe words of conservative
commentator David French.

For the purposes of the PRRI
survey, respondents were asked
how much they agreed with the
following five statements:

» The U.S. government
should declare America a
Christian nation.

»U.S. laws should be based
on Christian values.

»If the U.S. moves away
from our Christian foundations,
we will not have a country

RELIGION AND POLITICS

Study: More than half of state’s GOP backs Christian nationalism

Christian nationalism in Minnesota

Christian nalionalisl views by parly in Minnesota

ALL MINNESOTANS
60%

REPUBLITANS
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» Being Christian is an
important part of being truly
American.

»God has called Christians
to exercise dominion over all
areas of American society.

The survey group catego-
rized Americans based on their
levels of agreement with those
propositions. Those who agreed
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with all five were classified as
Christian nationalist adherents,
while those supporting most of
them were categorized as sym-
pathizers of the cause.

People disagreeing with most
of the five items were labeled as
skeptics, while those rejecting
all five completely were dubbed
rejectors.

Of the 450 Minnesotans

surveyed, eight percent were
adherents and an additional 20
percent were sympathizers, while
39 percent were skeptical and 29
percent rejected all five notions
completely.

Those breakdowns were
virtually identical among all
Americans as a whole.

In Minnesota, 53 percent
of Republicans are adherents
or sympathizers, while half of
independents are skeptics and a
solid majority of Democrats reject
Christian nationalism.

The margin of error for the
Minnesota sample was +/- 5.8
percentage points, while for the
national sample it was +/- 0.8
percentage points.

Relative to other Americans,
Christian nationalists are less
likely to have a four-year degree,
more likely to be over age 50,
more likely to be Republican and
more likely to identify as a born-
again or evangelical Christian.

Support for Christian nation-

alismisespecially high in conser-
vative rural states. Inneighboring
North Dakota, for instance, fully
half the adult population espous-
es Christian nationalist views.
Supportisalsohighin Republican
strongholds along the Gulf Coast
as well as parts of Appalachia.

Christian nationalists “see
political struggles through the
apocalyptic lens of revolution and
violence,” according to the PRRI
report. Roughly half of adherents
and sympathizers believe “there
is a storm coming soon that will
sweep away the elites in power
and restore the rightful leaders,”
compared to 22 percent of skep-
tics and just seven percent of
rejectors.

Additionally, more than
one third of Christian national-
ists agree that “because things
have gotten so far off track, true
American patriots may have to
resort to violence to save the
country.” Just 17 percent of skep-
tics and seven percent of rejectors
say the same.

WILDFIRE...Continued from page 1

been focused in the West
in recent years, federal
officials announced in
late February that a $100
million pot of money from
the Inflation Reduction
Act would go to fund the
Collaborative Wildfire
Risk Reduction Program,
or CWRRP, tobring federal
dollars to atotal of 24 states,
including Minnesota.
About half of the qualified
states weren’t included in
anearlier $400 million allo-
cation to address 21 of the
most fire-prone landscapes
in the West. Of the latest
allocation, Wilkes said the
vast majority will go to
federal lands in the eastern
half of the country and
that the Superior National
Forest is one of the highest
priorities for the funding.
Grants under the program
can be up to $20 million, so
the funding stream could be
considerable.

This week’s federal
visit was held along the
northarmof Burntside Lake
and included visitstorecent
prescribed fires near Slim
Lake. Nick Petrack, a fire
specialist working on both
the Superior and Chippewa
national forests, told the
nearly three dozen repre-
sentatives in attendance
at the event that few areas
are as vulnerable to wild-
fire impacts as the North

CENTER...Contnued from page 1

Center has sought to teach
the world about wolves
since it was founded in
1985by Dr.L.David Mech.
The center brings 40,000
visitors a year to Ely and
reaches many more people
through its busy website,
quarterly magazine, virtual
learning, and webinars.

The center will use the
Eileen Sutz estate funding
to train new wolf educators
across the world so they
can bring the science about
this misunderstood apex
predator into their home
communities.

“Thanks to these funds,
our organization has ahuge
opportunity to leverage our
community of followers
around the world through
the launching of a wolfedu-
cator training program,”
Executive Director Grant
Spickelmier said.

“It’s inspiring what
this woman’s passion
for wolves is creating,”
Spickelmier told the
Timberjay. Spickelmier
outlined that the center
will draw from its vibrant
online community and
partner with other science
education organizations
to develop its volunteer
educators.

The center knew about
Sutz’s gift in December
and started planning. “We
will be able to support
the training program for

'

About three dozen representatives of various gov
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ernmental units and non-

profit land management advocates attended Tuesday’s event.

Arm Rd. “As you come
off the Echo Trail, this is
a one way in, one way out
road,” said Petrack.He said
the road includes several
private cabins as well as
two YMCA camps tucked
in between Burntside Lake
and the border of the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. “You
have upwards of 800 kids
at these camps during the
summer, so from a fire
and emergency response
perspective, we need to
take care of the fuels that
we can.”

Given the mixed own-
ership throughout much of
the Superior, Petrack said
effectively dealing with

forest fuels requires part-
nerships with neighboring
landowners, from private
owners to the state and
county. Joe Smith, who
manages the Widjiwagan
Y Camp, talked about
his efforts to address fuel
loading in and around the
camp, working in conjunc-
tion with the Forest Service.

That was a point
stressed throughout the
day by Wilkes, who said
he was impressed by the
degree of cooperation and
coordination he was seeing
inthe region when it comes
to fire management. “I see
a lot of preventive work
has been done,” he said.
“Folks around this part of

the country are proactive,
rather than reactive, so we
wantto try tokeepitthere.”
Wilkes said the
Superior, as the largest
national forestin the eastern
region, offers a lot oppor-
tunities for progress in
a region that is prone to
some of the largest wild-
fires in the eastern half of
the country. “And then the
partnerships are very strong
here, so I wanted to come
inand see how we bring the
two together to leverage a
large opportunity.”
Wilkes said the funds,
along with other major
investments and initia-
tives already underway in
the region, could help the

Forest Service significant-
ly reduce fuel loads near
developed areas,otherwise
known as the wildland-ur-
ban interface. While North
Arm Rd. has been a top
priority, Petrack said the
Forest Service would soon
be shifting its focus to the
other side of Burntside’s
north arm, in what it is
calling the Hi-Lo project,
which encompasses alarge
area along the Echo Trail,
just north of Ely. It’s a
roughly 63,000-acre area
that is heavily used for
outdoor recreation and
includes many private
inholdings for lake homes
and cabins, resorts, and
camps.

Tuesday’s event was
well attended and includ-
ed several representatives
fromthe U.S.Forest Service
as well as the Minnesota
DNR, St. Louis County,
and a number of nonprofit
groups that have a stake
in fuel reduction efforts.
A Forest Service fire crew
was forced to leave early,
however, when the call
came in about a grass fire
onCountyRd.21,oneof the
first of what is expected to
be along spring fire season.

Northern Minnesota
contains some of the most
fire-prone landscapes in
the eastern half of the
country, particularly on

the Canadian Shield, where
shallow soils—which dry
quickly in drought— and
combustible species like
jack pine and balsam fir
have contributed to a
growing number of large-
scalefiresintheregion over
the past two decades. Fire
officials have noted that
past policies of immediate
fire suppression along with
climate change have greatly
increased the incidence
and the risk of catastrophic
wildfire in the U.S.

According to Superior
National Forest spokesper-
son Joy VanDrie, nearly
200,000 acres on the forest
meet the criteria for the
federal CWRRP funds, far
more than most national
forests in the eastern half
of the country.

About the program
The Collaborative
Wildfire Risk Reduction
Program is an effort to
promote greater equity in
funding distribution from
the Inflation Reduction Act.
The competitive process is
intended to support proj-
ects that will significantly
reduce wildfire risk with a
focus on very high wildfire
hazard potential areas and/
or high-risk fire sheds in
the national forest system.

three years with our third
(of the money),” said
Spickelmier.” The center
will hire a manager for the
program who will be based
in Ely. The training for the
volunteer educators will
have three components:
live interactive education
with the center’s staff,
online general knowledge
modules about wolves,
and pre-recorded videos
with specialized content
about wolves. The center
has already created the first
five of the online modules.

“We will have a pilot
program in place by May,”
explained Spickelmier,
“with a slow roll out as we
ramp up to the full program
in 2025.” The pilot will
enroll 30 people, focusing
initially on western states
with wolf populations.

“By training and equip-
ping community wolf edu-
cators we can reach new
audiences that might not
otherwise hear from the
International Wolf Center
and simultaneously create
a new set of engaged vol-
unteers and champions for
science-based wolf educa-
tion. We like to think that
Eileen herself would have
been the first person to
sign up.”
Eileen Sutz

Sutz’s connection to

wolves began in her youth.
As a ballet dancer, model,

and free spirit ahead of her
time, she overcame many
obstacles in pursuit of her
dreams. She often experi-
enced being misunderstood
and constrained by the
confines of conventional
life and found strength and
resonance with wolves. She
admired and found inspira-
tion in their independence,
loyalty, and resilience as

-"
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well as their beauty and
gracefulness.

Over the years, Sutz’s
successful business career
allowed her to pursue many
of her passions includ-
ing founding a theater
company, supporting
animal rescue organiza-
tions, and traveling the
world to follow the Rolling
Stones on tour for over 10

years, but her most endur-
ing and passionate interest
remained the welfare of
wolves.

Physical ailments led
to Sutzbeing homebound in
her later years, and during
that time she devoured
news about wolves and
began passionately defend-
ing them at any given
opportunity.

Following Sutz’s
unexpected passing from
astroke in 2022, the search
began to find organizations
that fulfilled her vision and
weren’t laden with bureau-
cracy. The three selected
organizations have spent
the past several months
determining how they’ll
expand their efforts thanks
to the gift from Sutz.

VT
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14 Celebrate Ely: WidliFe safari

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Featuring Key Note Speaker

Steve Fredlund - "The Safari Dude’

Join us at the Grand Ely Lodge
Thursday, April 11, 2024, 4:30-8:30 pm.
Cost: $30/person
Ticket includes: meal activities, and speaker.

Have some fun and come dressed for your safari adventure!
More details at Ely.org /CelebrateEly

Purchase tickets at the Ely Chamber of Commerce,
1600 E. Sheridan St, Ely, or call 218-365-6123.
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CITY OF ELY

Ely finds developer
for apartment project

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
ELY — At the

city council meeting
here on Tuesday, Ely
Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowskireported that the
city has found a potential
developer for its planned
housing project after more
than a year of searching.

“The apartment
complex housing project
has been picking up some
momentum here in the
last probably month or
so,” Langowski told
the council. “Working
with Ely’s Housing and
Redevelopment Agency,
we’ve been able to get a
developer, so now we’re
working with them on an
almost daily basis starting
to put this project together.”

The current proposal is
fora37-unitsingle-building
apartment structure. Units
will range from studios to
large three-bedroom apart-
ments, rented at market
rates or less if possible.
The plans include a small
playground and twenty
stalls of covered parking.
The city will be able to
leverage $2,000 in planning
costs and the value of the
city’s property by the city
garages near the hospital
as matching funds as they
pursue grants.

Thegrantsituationlooks
promising, Langowski said.
The city applied for a $1
million housing grant from
the Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation Board
and Langowski said that
the city received a recom-
mendation for $850,000.
The city’s developer, D.
W. Jones, is currently
preparing an application to
the Minnesota Housing and
Finance Agency which is
due by the end of April, to
pursue workforce housing
funding already allocated
for projectslike Ely’s. If that
funding as well asthe IRRR
moneys come through, the
city will need to bond for
$3.5 million.

When funding is
secured, Langowski esti-
mated that preliminary
planning and utilities work
could commence this year
with the main phase of
construction taking place
in 2025.

In other matters of
business, the city council:

> Approved the atten-
dance of the city council
and staff at the Chamber of
Commerce Annual Meeting
on April 17 and the cham-
ber’s “Celebrate Ely” event
on April 11 at the Grand
Ely Lodge.

> Approved the Local
Board of Appeal and
Equalization meeting on
April 11 from 5-6 p.m. in
the council chambers.

> Approved a recom-
mendation from the tree
board to display the Tree
City USA flag in City Hall.

» Approved a recom-
mendation from the tree
board to provide financial
support for travel expenses
of not more than $270 to
send ClaudiaMcBride tothe
Shade Tree Short Course in
the Twin Cities.

> Approved the rec-
ommendations from the
planning and zoning com-
mission (P&Z) and the
park and recreation board
to proceed with the Miners
Lake East Parking Area
Project and to install a
portable restroom.

> Did not accept a
recommendation from P&Z
for Attorney Kluntoreview
the state noise and lighting
requirements. The recom-
mendation was turned down
onthe advice of Langowski,
who pointed out, “We
already follow the state
statute concerning noise
and light. When a project is
developed, we are required

to follow the building code,
the zoning code, our local
ordinances and all state and
federal laws. So, I don’t
know if there’s necessar-
ily a reason for additional
review of ordinances con-
cerning noise or light when
we follow the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency
guidelines.”

» Heard the report from
council member Angela
Campbell that the Heritage
Preservation Commission’s
oral history project for the
100-year anniversary of the
Ely Memorial High School
building will record the oral
history videos on March 13
and 14.

» Approved the rec-
ommendation from tele-
communications advisory
board (TAB) to authorize
additional filming of events
and meetings atarate of $25
perhour. Additional filming
will be authorized by TAB
on a monthly basis.

» Accepted the letter
of resignation from the P&Z
from Mike Banovetz and
approved posting for the
open position. Emily Roose
willreplace Banovetz at the
chair of P&Z. Banovetz
faced unruly and vocal
residents attending P&Z
meetings last fall who
focused much of their ire
over the proposed RV parks
in the Spaulding neighbor-
hood on Banovetz. He will
continue to serve on Ely’s
Police Commission and on
the cemetery and projects
committees.

City council member
Al Forsman thanked
Banovetz for his service.
“He’sbeen very instrumen-
tal on anumber of projects,”
Forsman said, “like short
term rentals. He’s donated
a lot of time on behalf of
our community.”

» Approved therecom-
mendation from employee
relations to approve the
budgeted pay increases for
the fire department. There
have been no increases
since 2021.

> Approved the rec-
ommendation from the
park and recreation board to
allow Jeremy Kershaw with
the Heck of the North Bike
Race to camp at Semer’s
Beach on July 19-20.

» Approved the rec-
ommendation from Ely
Utilities Commission
(EUC) to purchase 48 load
management relays for
$9,984.

> Approved the rec-
ommendations from EUC
and the employee relations
committee to hire Destin
Anderson for the Water/
Wastewater Operator II
position.

» Approved a recom-
mendation from EUC to pay
AE2S invoice 92687 for the
wastewater treatment facil-
ity improvements project
for $10,105, invoice 92688
for water treatment plant
improvements for $7,191,
and invoice 92689 for
general consulting services
for $474.

» Heard the report
from Fire Chief David
Marshall about a success-
ful prescribed burn at the
Dorothy Molter Museum on
Monday. At the burn site,
the Ely Fire Department
worked with the U.S.
Forest Service and Natural
Resource Technician (NRT)
program students from
the Vermilion Campus of
Minnesota North College.

“It was the first time
ever Vermilion NRT stu-
dents did that sort of under-
story prescribed burn,”
Marshall remarked, “where
youhavetrees overhead and
they were burning under-
neath. It was a great experi-
ence for the students.”

» Heard the report of
Police Chief Chad Houde on
the ongoing and successful
efforts to hire new patrol
officers for the city’s open
positions.

OPEN
HOUSE!

March 2ist
5-7 pPm Crystal Chopp, DDS

Introduces.. w"oo,.

EMFACE® EXION™ ¥

* Joinusona journey to embrace your natural
beauty with no needles, fillers, or downtime
Experience Live Demonstrations &
Indulge in Snacks & Beverages
Enjoy Special Discount Pricing
Raffle Prizes

RSVP to 218-365-3565 OR
Email - cchoppdentistry@gmail.com

B
BUYING
FOR CASH (notacheck ON THE SPOT

* WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS
612-802-9686

T ELY
iFAMILY
DENTAL

o
-
:20
1. minutes
@
Ye-Free '

MONDAY 3/18
thru
WEDNESDAY 3/20

JEWELRY, WEDDING RINGS, CLASS RINGS, PENDANTS, EARRINGS, BROKEN JEWELRY
% 10K, 14K, 16K, 18K, 22K, DENTAL GOLD * DIAMONDS & DIAMONDS JEWELRY
STERLING SILVER ITEMS (FLATWARE, TEA SETS, ETC) % NATIVE AMERICAN JEWELRY
VINTAGE COSTUME JEWELRY, QUC/HSN % OLD POCKET WATCHES, WRIST WATCHES
SILVER COINS(1964 & BEFORE) CO&COLLECTIOHS, PROOFS, OLD CURRENCY & MORE

GIA Graduate Gemologist
FREE APPRAISAL &
CASH OFFER

612-802-9686

ALSO BUYING COLLECTIBLES, COSTUME JEWELRY, COMICS & BASEBALL CARDS (pre-1970),
AUTOGRAPHS, MILITARY ITEMS, OLD TOYS, NATIVE AMERICAN ITEMS, ARROWHEADS,
& OTHER VINTAGE ITEMS...ANYTHING YOU THINK MAY HAVE VALUE!

LANDMARK DIAMONDS, GOLD, SILVER & COINS

A HIHHEAFDLIS-IASED BUSI

* 612-802-9686 * caLL FOR FREE ADVICE *

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! Call 218-153-2950
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Enter Our FREE

Easter Shopping Give-Away!
Last Day to enter is Wed., March 27

Enter to win when you visit any
of these businesses.

A FREE $25 Zup’s
Gift Card

will be given away at each store.
Winners at Orr businesses will receive a
$25 Gift Certificate to Pelican Bay Foods

DRAWINGS HELD MARCH 27

PLUS a chance to win a $100 GIFT CARD
from a participating vendor in the
Grand Prize drawing
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Sponsored by the businesses below, The Timberjay,
Pelican Bay Foods and Zup’s Grocery Stores

ORR TOWER/SOUDAN

Lumber Orr Hardware Tower-Soudan Agency Ely Auto

Hwy. 53, Orr+ 218-757-3142 Your Independent Agent 1614 E Harvey St, Ely « 218-365-5994
Pelican Bay Foods Soudan Store “All your car service needs.”

Your handy grocery store on Hwy. 53. Open daily! Grand Ely Lodge-

Orr Muni

Hwy. 53 in downtown Orr

Park State Bank-Orr
4539 Hwy 53, Cook « 218-757-0121

Frandsen Bank-Tower
Main St, Tower « 218-753-6100

Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tower’s great convenience store.

Evergreen Restaurant

400 N Pioneer Rd, Ely + 218-365-6565
Zup’s Grocery-Ely

303 E Sheridan St, Ely « 218-365-3188

COOK

Waschke Family Chevrolet
Sales & Service

Cook Building Center
We’'re at your service.

North Star Credit Union
We take pride in our service.
McDonald’s-Cook

101 Hwy 53, Cook * 218-666-0077
Park State Bank-Cook
128 Hwy 53, Cook * 218-666-0393
Barb Hegg-Vermilion Land Office
210 Hwy 53, Cook * 218-666-6183
Zup’s Grocery-Cook

Open seven days a week!

201 Hwy 53, Cook « 218-666-0205
Cook VFW

206 1st St SW, Cook * 218-666-0500
Cook Hospital

10 5th St SE, Cook  218-666-5945
1st National Bank-Cook
Our specialty; money!

Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”
218-753-4311

Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St, Tower * 218-753-3422
Lamppa Manufacturing

9501 Hwy 135, Tower « 218-753-2330
Zup’s Grocery-Tower

Open seven days a week!

315 Main St, Tower * 218-753-2725
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors

602 Main St, Tower « 218-753-4071

ELY

Dee’s Bar

17 E Sheridan St, Ely » 218-365-3896
Frandsen Bank-Ely

102 E Sheridan, Ely + 218-365-6121
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Your local hardware headquarters.

48 E Chapman St, Ely + 218-365-3129
Piragis

105 N Central Ave, Ely » 218-365-6745

Shop Zup's & Pelican Bay Foods for Your

Easter Pining Needs

Ely Flower & Seed

Spring planting is right around the corner!
Mealey’s Gifts

Offering carry-out service.

Range Cenex-Ely

For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Ely Surplus

129 N Central Ave., Ely + 218-365-4653
Ely Bloomenson Community
Hospital

328 W. Conan St., Ely « 218-365-3271
Open 24 Hours A Day

BABBITT
Range Cenex-Babbitt
For all your gas & convenience item needs.

EMBARRASS
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit
Union

“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”

218-984-3501

PELICAN BAY
FOODS

Zup’'s stores in Ely, Babbitt, Tower and Cook e Pelican Bay Foods in Orr
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Serving northern
St. Louis County

SPORTS

since 1989

GIRLS SECTION 7A BASKETBALL PLAYOFFS

Top-seeded Cromwell-Wright rallies to down Wolves 57-51

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

DULUTH- The Ely
Timberwolves girls had No.
1 seed Cromwell-Wright on
the ropes in last Wednesday’s
Class 7A semifinal game in
Duluth, but couldn’t seal the
deal as the Cardinals came
back in the second half to win
57-51, eliminating the Wolves

from the tourney.

Utilizing a 2-3 zone
defense, the Wolves held the
Cardinals below their season
scoring average,and executing
good ball control behind the
shooting of Hannah Penke and
Grace LaTourell, Ely took a
five-point lead into the locker
room at halftime.

But Ely had more dif-
ficulty finding their range

in the second half, allowing
Cromwell-Wright off the mat.
The Cardinals hit a pair of big
treys down the stretch to seal
the victory and clench a spot
in the final.

“It was a high level bas-
ketball game, maybe even
state level,” Ely Head Coach
Max Gantt said. “We just
couldn’t hold on. We went
a little cold from the field

Right: Ely senior Grace
LaTourell wrapped up her
high school basketball
career with over 1,900

points. g photo

down the stretch. They hit
a couple big threes at the
end. Deep threes. Sometimes
basketball is a make or miss
game.Overall I was incredibly

See GIRLS...pg. 2B
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BOYS SECTION 7A BASKETBALL PLAYOFFS

Grizzlies crushed by Cherry

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

HIBBING- An exciting
season of North Woods boys
basketball came to aninglorious
end on Saturday in Hibbing,
where the Grizzlies were over-
whelmed by powerhouse Cherry
97-39.

The highlight of the day
for Grizzlies fans was North
Woods sophomore Mya Kinsey
performing the national anthem
— things went south for the
Grizzlies quickly from there.

The Tigers roared out of
the box with a devastating 18-0
run to start the game. When
senior Jonah Burnett finally
got the Grizzlies on the board
five minutes into the game, any
hopes North Woods fans had of
hanging close with the Tigers
were replaced with questions
of how bad the final beatdown
might be. Everything was
working for Cherry, from their
inside scoring game to star Isaac
Asuma draining NBA-range
three pointers. North Woods
could manage only a free throw
by Burnett and a pair of charities
by Evan Kajala as the Tigers
steamrolled their way to a 36-5

Had solid first- round win over Chisholm

Above: The Grizzlies’
Evan Kajala is fouled by
a Cherry defender.

Right: The Grizzlies’
Jonah Burnett works
inside for a shot under
heavy pressure.

photos by D. Colburn

advantage.Adeuce and atrey by
Talen Jarshaw got the Grizzlies
todouble digits at 39-10,but the
Tigers weren’t about to loosen
their grip on the game, largely

holding the Grizzlies in check

with dominating defense as
they kept pouring on the points

to lead by a crushing 62-19 at

the half.

Luke Will had a driving
score to get the Grizzlies on the
board firstin the second half, but

for the next 11 minutes Burnett

was the only offense for North
Woods, hitting a trey, three
deuces and three free throws.
Cherry sent in their first wave
of reserves with 12 minutes
remaining, leading 87-28, and

See GRIZZLIES..pg 2B

SECTION 7A PLAYOFFS

Wolves bow
out to MI-B
in first round

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

MT. IRON— It was one-and-out
for the Timberwolves in the Section 7A
boys basketball tournament as they fell
73-53 to the second-seeded Rangers in
the opening round here last Thursday.

The seventh-seeded Wolves, who
came into the game at 11-15, had lost
big to Mt. Iron-Buhl twice before this
season and were the definite underdogs,
particularly on the Rangers’ home
court. But the Wolves kept it closer
than in their previous encounters. “We
handled their pressure better this game
and held our turnovers down, which
allowedustohang around in the game,”
said Ely Head Coach Tom McDonald.
“We never threatened them but we
didn’t get blown out like we did the

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

ARCHERY

Grizzlies win
at Hibbing

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

HIBBING- The North Woods
middle school archers were on target
again last Saturday at the Region 2
3D target meet in Hibbing, capturing
first place.

Seventh grader Cooper Long
placed second among 65 middle
school boys and won his grade level
group. Seventh-grader Laurin Glass
accomplished the game feat on the
girls side, shooting against 45 other
competitors.

Lincoln Antikainen was the
top-scoring high school boy, placing
third in the division and taking first
among tenth graders.

Others scoring top five finishes in
their grade levels included sophomore
John Danielson, seventh grader Brady
Swanson, senior Cadence Nelson,
senior Riley Las, eighth grader Kalle
Nelson, and fourth grader Bailey
Brunner.

The Region 2 bullseye tourna-
ment will be on Saturday at Coleraine.

“Buddy Bears” donated

Bikers club provides stuffed bears for kids in emergencies

by JoDI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- It was still a
bit early in the season for
a motorcycle ride, but a
group from the East Central
Minnesota Chapter of

A B.A.T.E (American Bikers
for Awareness, Training, and
Education) took a road trip
by car to Tower March 9, to
deliver a little comfort to a
child during a time of stress.
That came in the form of 40
small stuffed “Buddy Bears,”
which first responders can use

Right: Members of the
ABATE club pose with area
emergency responders.

tocalmachild atthe sceneofa |

fire,accident,or otherincident.
The bears were dis-

See DONATION...pg. 2B




2B March 15, 2024

THE TIMBERJAY

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Small busi-
nesses or agricultural operations
in northeastern Minnesota may
beeligible for federal low interest
loans to help them recover from
ongoing drought conditions,
including this winter’s lack of
SNow.

Gov. Tim Walz announced
this past week that the state has
unlocked federal funding for
small businesses that suffered
losses due to the lack of snow and
he urged qualifying businesses to
apply soon.

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE

Businesses hurt by snow drought can apply for loans

“From skiing and snowshoe-
ing to winter festivals, snowy
winters are part of our way of
life in Minnesota,” said Walz.
“The low precipitation we’ve
experienced this winter has had
a real economic impact on small
businesses that rely on snow
and winter tourism to grow and
survive. I encourage all impact-
ed business owners to apply for
assistance as soon as possible.”

From December to February,
Minnesota experienced
the warmest meteorological
winter on record, and it was
among the least snowy in many
locations as well. Through the end

of February, Duluth had recorded
only 15.7” snow this winter, with
an average snow depth of 1.8.”
This lack of precipitation has
exacerbated an ongoing drought
and the resulting impact to busi-
nesses makes them eligible for
these federal loans.

Impacted businesses in coun-
ties with a drought declaration
can apply for the Economic
Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL)
through the Small Business
Administration (SBA).Theloans
are designed to help businesses
getthrough emergency situations
that have impacted their econom-
ic well-being. Under the EIDL

program, businesses can borrow
up to $2 million to cover their
actual losses. Businesses pay no
interest on the loan for the first
year and a maximum rate of four
percent for the rest of the loan
period. To take advantage of the
program, businesses must apply
by the application deadlines for
any of the three declarations that
include St. Louis County. Those
deadlines are April 4, April 15,
or May 13, 2024.

Business owners can learn
more about eligibility and find an
application at the SBA’s disaster
assistance page.

Businesses impacted by a

OUTDOOR RECREATION

lack of precipitation will enter
their county’s name and see
a list of all open disasters for
their county. They should pick
one where the incident includes
“drought.”

Submitapplications and find
additional disaster assistance
information athttps://lending.sba.
gov. Applicants may also contact
Minnesota’s Small Business
Development Centers and SBA’s
Customer Service Center atdisas-
tercustomerservice@sba.gov.
You can also call 800-659-2955
from 7:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Area trails organizations net funding from trails task force

REGIONAL- Five
North Country organi-
zations netted almost
$19,000 in Small Project
Grants from a $100,000
program administered by
the Iron Range Tourism
Bureau (IRTB) and St.
Louis County Trails Task
Force, with funds provid-

The grants provide
funding for projects that
foster the development and
long-term sustainability
of recreational trails and
facilities in Northern St.
Louis County.

Area grant award
winners include:

» Buyck Fire

ed by the Department of Department, $1,521 to

Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation.

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

create and install signs on
area snowmobile trails to

went deeper into its bench  Chisholm

after the clock started
running continuosly. Louie
Panichi finally broke into
the scoring column with
a pair of charities with six
minutes to go, North Woods

After a heated narrow
80-78 win at Chisholm on

Feb. 23, the atmosphere
in the standing room only
gym at North Woods last
Thursday for the rematch

reserve John Carlson tallied was electric with antici-

a free throw, and Keenan pation of another extreme
Whitney cannedatrey from  battle. What they got

the top of the key for the
Grizzlies’ final hoop of the
season in the 97-39 loss.
Burnett scored almost
half of the team’s points
with 19, as the Tigers held

instead was a full display
of the Grizzlies’ offensive
and defensive prowess, as
the home team scored a
decisive 79-57 win.

The final margin in no

SCOFiIlg threats Will and way reflected the inten-

Panichi to single digits and
well below their season
averages. Cherry put five
players into double figures,
led by Asuma with five
three balls and 21 points.
It’s the second consec-
utive year the Tigers have
bounced the Grizzlies out

sity of play on the court.
This was full-speed high
energy basketball, with
the Bluestreaks grabbing
an early 6-5 edge. But
two baskets by Burnett,
a fast break and a drive
by Panichi, and a Burnett
dunk fueled a 10-2 run that

of the sectional tourney in  put North Woods up 15-8,

the quarterfinals, last year
winning 105-76 on the way
to the Class A state cham-
pionship.

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

proud of our effort and the
way we executed. Hannah
Penke had 20 points.
Including some strong post
ups and a couple threes.”
LaTourell scored14 points,
with 12 of those coming in

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

first two games.” Indeed,
after heading into the break
down by 15, the Wolves
played nearly even with the
Rangers in the second half.

DONATION...Continued from page 1B

tributed to the Tower,
Vermilion Lake, Eagles
Nest, and Greenwood
fire departments along
with the Breitung Police
Department. And if area
departments are in need of
more bears this summer, the
motorcycle group said they
would be happy to deliver
more since the group is
hoping to organize a group
ride to the area later this
summer.

The bears are pur-
chased with charitable
gambling money, which
means the bears have to be
delivered in person, rather
than mailed or shipped,
so members can complete
required paperwork. The
bears are donated to fire and
ambulance departments,
women’s shelters, and
other organizations that
work with children in crisis
situations.

and the Grizzlies never
trailed again. Defending
the perimeter against the
three-ball that had been

allow riders to to report
their location in an emer-
gency situation.

>» Ely Igloo
Snowmobile Club, $5,000
to replace the Kawishiwi
Falls Hiking Trail Bridge.

» Growing Futures,
LLC, $5,528 to purchase
gear for the group’s
Introduction to Wilderness
offerings which provide
outdoor overnight experi-

ences to people of color.
>» St. Louis/Lake
County Northeast Regional
ATV Joint Powers Board,
$4,300 to purchase trail
counters and conduct an
ATV trail use survey.

» Voyageurs
Snowmobile Club, $2,500
to enhance the Winchester
Lake Overlook with a
shelter and picnic tables.

“It’s great to see a

high level of dedication
to trail construction, trail
maintenance and projects
thatenhance the experience
for everyone who enjoys
being outdoors,” said Beth
Pierce, IRTB executive
director. “Anything that
develops or improves our
trails and helps our clubs is
an investment in our local
quality of life and the visitor
experience and can become

a tool for attracting new
residents.”

Eligible applicants
include cities, town-
ships, counties, nonprofits
and tribal units of gov-
ernment within the St.
Louis County and the
Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation service area.

Call Jim Plummer at
218-274-7006 for Regional
Trails grant information.

Chisholm’s most effective
weapon in the first game,
the Grizzlies made the
Bluestreaks play their game
at their tempo as they grad-
ually pulled out to a 38-35
lead at the half.

A pair of Chisholm
treys gave the Bluestreaks’
fans hope that they would
start lighting it up from
outside, but the Grizzlies
remained firmly in control.
An acrobatic drive by
Hartway, a pair of chari-
ties by Burnett and a hoop
by Evan Kajala put North
Woods up by 21 at the nine
minute mark, 64-43, and
with reserves collecting
ample playing time late,
the Grizzlies closed out
the 79-57 win to advance
to the quarterfinal round of
the tourney.

Turnovers illustrate
just how intense the strug-
gle was, as North Woods
turned the ball over 24
times while forcing 29
Chisholm errors. The

S

Grizzlieshad asolidedgein
turning those miscues into
points,however,outscoring

Chisholm 29-10.
Burnett once again led
the North Woods scoring

Left: The Grizzlies’
Aidan Hartway goes
in for a layup against
Cherry.

photo by D. Colburn

attack with 27 points.
Panichi was close behind
with 22, and Will had 11.

Burnett has been near
the top of the MN Boys
Basketball Hub list of
state scoring leaders for all
classes this season,and was
ranked sixth on Tuesday
after weekend sectional
play. At 813 points for
the season and with low-
er-ranking players also
done for the season, Burnett
will finish in the top ten in
the state and may well have
enough of an edge to hold
on to sixth.

The Grizzlies finished
the season with a record
of 22-6, improving on last
season’s 17-11 mark.

that half. Sarah Visser had
16 rebounds.

The Wolves finished
the year with a record of
22-7,the second most wins
in program history.

“We have gone 45-12

the last two years- that’s
real success,” Gantt said.
“This group of seniors and
starters have been a part of
that. Grace LaTourell grad-
uates withover 1,900 points
scored, third in program

history. Hannah Penke had
over 900 points and some
of the top highlights we can
remember seeing. Sarah
Visser finished with over
1,000 rebounds.”

And the senior trio

provided much to the team
beyond the numbers, Gantt
said.

“All three seniors
were incredible defenders
as well,” he said. “Most
importantly they were

great teammates. Now
we have a younger group
ready to step in next year
and mix in with some of
ourexperience. This season
was an incredibly fun and
successful journey.”

Sophomore Jack
Davies finished the season
as he started it, leading
the Wolves on offense as
he scored 22 of the team’s

The club does one
large raffle fundraiser
a year, plus some other
smaller events, like their
Valentine’s Auction Get-
Together to raise money
for their outreach efforts.

The club’s focus is on
motorcycle safety educa-
tion, but they also sponsor
group rides and trips.

“If T can ride 8,000
miles in a season, I am
happy,” said group presi-
dentJim Pierson.“We often
do 100-mile long rides as
a group, sometimes 150
miles, and we also like to
ride for acharitable cause.”

The group sponsors
safety and education pro-
grams, along with aware-
ness campaigns like “Start
Seeing Motorcycles” and
“Look Twice,Save aLife.”

Pierson said the buddy
bears have been very well
received by EMS workers.

25 points in the first half.
Junior guard Caid Chittum
got in on the action in the
second half, adding nine
points for the Wolves along

“It is something for a
child tohold onto and focus
on,” he said.

Jane Doyle, the
statewide coordinator
of AB.ATE groups in
Minnesota also traveled
to Tower.

“Thanks to the East
Central Chapter for bring-
ing the bears up,” she said.

Jen McDonough,
owner of the Tower Café
and longtime first respond-
er and firefighter knew of
the program from her pre-
vious volunteer work and
had contacted Doyle about
getting the bears up in this
area. She is also a member
of the Vermilion Lake Fire
Department and is a EMR
for the Tower Ambulance
Service.

You can learn more
about A.B.A.T.E at https://
www.abatemn.org/.

with sevenrebounds, while
junior forward Trenton
Bishop added eight points
for the Wolves.

Looking ahead to next

year, the young Wolves
squad will return with their
entire starting lineup and
top reserves. “So, hope-
fully we will be better but

they will need to spend
some time in the offseason
working on their skills,”
said McDonald.
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near the boat.
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Thank you and in gratitude,
Paul Koslucher

A Big Thank You!

I would like to thank: Vermilion Lake Fire Department,
Pike-Sandy-Britt Fire Department, Embarrass Fire Department,
Breitung Fire Department, Tower Fire Department, Tower Ambulance,
St. Louis County Sheriff, Como Gas, and the community and my
neighbors for being there when I needed them.

“Thanks to all who stepped up to help during this time.”
“Thank you so much for your diligence in responding and fighting the fire.”

“I am so happy no one was hurt.”

Donations can be sent to:

Paul Koslucher, 6108 Wahlsten Rd, Tower, MN 55790
Physical donations can be dropped off at:
6108 Wahlsten Rd.; items can be dropped off by the deck

Or donations can be given to:
Ginger Koslucher who works at Fortune Bay.
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Gertrude Mosnik

We are deeply sad-
dened by the passing of
our mother, Mrs. Gertrude
M. Vertnik Mosnik, 90, of
Ely, who passed away on
Nov. 27,2023, following a
decline in her health. She
was cremated on Dec. 4
at Prasser Kleczka Fu-
neral Home in Bay View,
Wis. She will be buried
next to her husband in
the Ely Cemetery on Fri-
day, June 21, 2024, when
a service and celebration
of her life will be held by
her family. Please address
any correspondence to her
daughters, Diane Mos-
nik, 2357 E Bennett Ave.,
Milwaukee, WI 53207
or Debra Mosnik, 7583
5th St. N, Oakdale, MN
55128.

Gertrude “Gert” was
born in Ely to Matthew
and Gertrude Zaverl Vert-
nik on July 3, 1933. She
resided in Ely most of her
life until moving into a
long-term care facility in
Milwaukee, Wis., near her
daughter Diane. The fam-
ily is extremely thankful
for the care she received
at Creek Side Terrace in
Oak Creek her final two
years. Gert married Al-
bin Mosnik, known to all
as “Beanie,” on June 21,
1958, in Ely, after Bean-
ie returned from his mil-
itary service in the army
during the Korean War.
They were married nearly
50 years prior to Beanie’s
passing in 2008.

Gert loved her Ely
community and her Slo-
venian heritage. She was
very social and loved
polka music, accordions
played by her friends,
dancing to polkas, going
to the casino, watching
game shows and doing
word puzzles. She also
loved baking and was well
known for her poticas and
other Slovenian foods
and desserts. She enjoyed
blueberry picking with her
family and her blueberry
potica was wonderful. She
was active in local wom-
en’s clubs and organiza-
tions, including the VFW
Auxiliary and Yugoslav
Club; she was a member
of St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. She also worked
part-time in some wom-
en’s clothing stores in Ely.

Gert is survived by
her children, Diane Mos-
nik, Debra Mosnik and
Steven Mosnik; grand-
children, Jenna Mosnik
and Brody Mosnik, whom
she loved very much;

and many nieces, neph-

ews, great-nieces and
great-nephews.
She was preceded

in death by her husband,
Albin Mosnik; parents,
Matthew and Gertrude
Vertnik; sisters, Stanisla-
va Vertnik, Mary Cudlipp
(Russ), Anna Horgas
(George), Frances Ol-
son (Robert) and Angela
Golobich (Anton “Tony”);
and brothers, Frank Vert-
nik (Wanda) and Matthew
Vertnik (Marion).
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Jason F. Gehrke

Jason Fredrick Geh-
rke, 82, passed away on
Friday, March 1, 2024,
with his loving family
standing vigil at his side.
He will be greatly missed
by his family and friends.
A celebration of life will
be held from 1-4 p.m. on
Sunday, April 14 at the
Balkan Town Hall, 5524
Hwy. 73 in Chisholm.

Jason is survived by
his wife, Sharon Knowles
Gehrke; sons, Jason (De-
nise) Gehrke and Rod-
ney (Sundie) Gehrke;
daughters, Sherry Law-
rence, Char Harris and
Jan (Henry Jr.) Skahl;
fourteen  grandchildren;
twenty-four great-grand-
children; and one great-
great-grandchild.

He was preceded in
death by his mother, Mil-
dred Pratt Gehrke; father,
Theodore F. Gehrke; sis-
ters, Mary Lou Gehrke
Sundhiem and Katherine
Gehrke as an infant; first
wife, Sarah Hutchinson,
also known as Connie;
and several aunts, uncles,
cousins and dear friends.

Barry M. Day

Barry Merle Day,
52, of Nett Lake Bois
Forte Ojibwe Reserva-
tion, passed away on
Monday, March 4, 2024.
A wake was held on Sun-
day, March 10 and a fu-
neral service was held on
Monday, March 11, both
at the Bois Forte Govern-
ment and Services Center.
Lance Kingbird officiat-
ed. Casket bearers were
Kent Isham, Klib Isham,
William Villebrun, Martis
Voss, Adam Strong and
Mike Isham. Honorary
casket bearers were Chris-
ty Zika and Elsie Jones.
Arrangements were with
Mlaker Funeral Home of

Your local sovrce for news,
mugic. and entertainment!

91.7tm - Grand Raplds
90.5im - Bemidji

89.9fm -

Kaxe.org

Brainerd

Cook.

He is survived by his
son, Talon Day; mother,
Jewel Day Walker; father,
Ronald Boshey; brothers,
Ronald, Damon, Dean,
Neil and Charles Graue;
nieces, Kateri, Loya and
Genesis; nephews, Dylan,
Douglas, Shawn, Michael,
Daysaun and AJ; and spe-
cial friends, Christy Zika
and Elsie Jones.

John A. Swenson

John A. Swenson, 79,
of Ely, a proud veteran of
the U.S. Navy Seabees,
found peace at his home
on Tuesday, March 12,
2024, with his beloved
wife and their three devot-
ed pups by his side. John
was a tireless supporter
of the tourism commu-
nity and chose Ely as his
final resting place. There
will be no services at his
request. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted
to Kerntz Funeral Home
of Ely.

He is survived by his
wife, Sheryl of Ely; moth-
er, Betty Koski; sisters,
Yvonne Schmidt, Cathy
Baker and Barbara Hall,
and sister-in-law, Debra
Foster, all of Indiana; and
the special friend he trea-
sured as a son, Chris Eil-
rich of Ely.

Ray H. Hario

Ray H. Hario, 80, a
lifelong resident of Ely,
died on Saturday, March
9, 2024, in Carefree Liv-
ing in Ely. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 11
a.m. on Friday, March 15
at First Lutheran Church
in Ely with Rev. Zacha-
riah Bergdorf officiating.
Visitation will be one hour
prior to the memorial ser-
vice at the church. Private
interment will be in the
Ely Cemetery at a later
date. Memorial donations
may be directed to First
Lutheran Church in Ely or
the Salvation Army. Fu-
neral arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his
former wife, Susan Hario
of Ely; paternal cousins
and maternal cousins.

Michael Prijatel
Michael “Mike” Pri-
jatel, 74, of Owatonna,
originally of Ely, passed
away on Wednesday, Feb.

28, 2024, at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Rochester af-
ter complications from a
cardiac event. A family
memorial and burial will
be held this summer in
Ely.

He is survived by his
wife, Antoinette “Toni”
Okasich Prijatel of Owa-
tonna; daughter, Rachel
(Adam) Stange of Austin;
grandchildren, Augustine
and Zephyrine; broth-
ers, Jerry (Carol) Prija-
tel of Sauk Centre, Joey
(Rusty) Prijatel of Aurora
and Peter (Cec) Prijatel
of Virginia; sisters-in-law,
Mona (Tim) Trembath of
Thornton, Colo., and Evie
Haverkost of Mt. Iron;
other friends and relatives.

Anton Buckanaga
Anton James Bucka-
naga, 29, of Tower, died

unexpectedly in his home
on Wednesday, March 6,
2024. A wake was held
on Sunday, March 10 and
tribal rites were held on
Monday, March 11, both
at the Vermilion Wellness
Center. William Peters
was the Spiritual Advisor.
Pallbearers were Brandon
Hanks, Kyle, Bill Peters,
Bryan Jr.,, James, Har-
vey Jr. and Aiden Strong.
Honorary pallbearers
were Michele, Rena, So-
phia, Paxton and Andrew.
Burial was in the Bois
Fortes Vermilion Ceme-
tery. Family services were
provided by Bauman-Ver-
milion, a Bauman Family
Funeral Home in Tower.
Anton was born on
May 26, 1994 in Minne-
apolis, the son of Miles
Parkhurst and Angela
Buckanaga. Anton liked

beading, family time, car
rides and music with his
siblings. He loved his chil-
dren, family and friends.

Anton is survived by
his mother, Angela Buck-
anaga of Tower; chil-
dren, Carter, Evalette and
Taven Buckanaga, all of
Minneapolis; sisters, Mi-
chele and Rena Buckana-
ga, Sophia Medicine and
Tara Carlos, all of Tower;
brother, Brandon Hanks of
Tower; numerous aunts,
uncles, cousins and many
friends.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Miles
Parkhurst; grandpa, An-
drew Buckanaga; grand-
ma, Vivian Francis; and
many uncles and aunties.
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OIA to review DNR’s use of federal wildlife funds

Legislative auditor announces investigation after allegations that DNR misused funds for timber harvest

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER completed apreliminary assess-  subject in the upcoming review.  Right: The letter from the
Managing Editor ment of the allegations. That’s according to former Office of the Legislative
The decision by the OLA deputy DNR Commissioner —Auditor announcing the
" I?ESIQB{A'L_/EII; Office (o undertake a special review Steve Thorne,now retired, who  Special review.
of the Legislative Auditor, or j i i ; i i .
LA b g RN is §xtra0rd1nary. The office spoke t‘(‘) thg szber]ay for this OLA review, such as the DNR,
» has announced 1t Wil typically conducts only two story. “This is very unusual .« oo et 40 Iv with
Hnder?ake What”s’ known as a  or three such reviews annually nationally,” said Thorne. lgngi/rea\lllei:r:rlneentgrce(izg d};(\;vt]he
SPeCI?l review to examine and only in cases where there Craig Sterle, aretired DNR us%a ofqublic monev or other
the Minnesota Depa’rtment of s at least some evidence of a forester,agreed. “Ourtake s that ublic rlé sources.” y
Natural Resources’ alleged fajlure to follow state policy they wouldn’t be looking at this P The letter t C .
misuse of federal grant funds  or Jaws. While the DNR has  if it wasn’t serious.” ¢ etter o ~-ommussioner
: ) Strommen indicates that the

designed to benefit wildlife and  peen subject to such reviews Speci . . : )
i habi : : ; ecial review authorit
theirhabitat. The OLA informed in the past, they are infrequent P The OLA is authorized gy S)L(ﬁs::]llslsl tl;li, l;)etcoil;lChref/(i):\Ll

DNR C issi Sarah

S omt;n;smne.r ard f‘md th'e agency has never been state law to undertake special process going forward. The OLA
trommen of the review In a ipvestigated for its handling of reviews to investigate allega-

March 1 letter that noted that the federal grant dollars, known tions that an entity subiect to

the legislative auditor recently 45 Pittman-Robertson funds, at Yy subj See REVIEW..pg 5B

THEY DONT MAKE ‘EM LIKE THEY USED TO

Snow machines of yore

Always plenty to see at Melgeorge’s Antique and Classic Snowmobile Race

Above: A classic mid-1960s
vintage Polaris Colt likely
brought back memories for
many baby boomers who
grew up snowmobiling.

Left: A 1963 Trailmaker has
the look of a homemade
contraption but it was
actually manufactured in
Hibbing from 1963-1965 by
the Abe Mathews Company.

Lower left: A racer makes his way
around the track, avoiding the
ungroomed glare ice just ahead.
Steve Koch, of Melgeorge’s, had
to groom about four acres of ice
with harrow spikes so the
snowmobiles would have

traction on the otherwise glare ice.

Below: Snowmobilers of all ages
got in on the act.

photos by D. Colburn
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MANAGEMENT

Bill would require
wolf season once
delisting is final

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ST. PAUL— Three northeastern
Minnesotalawmakers have introduced
bipartisan legislation that would
require the Department of Natural
Resources to implement an open
season on gray wolves in the state once
the species is delisted as threatened in
Minnesota.

Rep. Dave Lislegard, DFL-
Aurora, Rep. Roger Skraba, R-Ely,
were two of the three co-authors of
the bill, HF 3903, which would also
establish anortheast deer management
task force by Oct. 1 of this year and
would require the DNR to work with
the task force to develop policies and
law changes designed to increase the
white-tailed deer population in the
Arrowhead. The task force would be
comprised of individuals who live or
“operate” within the region and calls
for membership to include hunters,
wildlife managers, tribal members,
a representative from the Minnesota
Deer Hunters Association,or MDHA,
and other interested parties.

DFL Sen. Grant Hauschild, of
Hermantown, is the chief author of
a companion bill, SF 3988, in the
Minnesota Senate. Hauschild intro-
duced the measure late last month
and it has since been referred to the
Senate Environment, Climate, and
Legacy committee. To date, no hear-
ings have been set on the legislation
in either body.

MDHA Executive Director Jared
Mazurek lauded the legislation.
“There is no denying that northern
Minnesota’s deer population is declin-
ing,” he said. “These bills provide
a common-sense solution to one of
the many factors contributing to this
decline: predation. While there are
a number of natural predators of the
white-tailed deer, including bears,
coyotes,bobcats,and wolves, the gray
wolf is currently the only species we
do not actively manage.”

The U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service
setawolfrecovery goalat 1,251-1,400
wolves, a target that was surpassed
decades ago. The DNR expanded
that goal to 1600 wolves, yet current
estimates put the Minnesota wolf
population at 2700-2900 wolves,
which comprises about half of the
entire wolf population in the Lower 48
states. “The Minnesota wolf is more
than fully recovered and active wolf
management must resume as soon as
possible,” said Mazurek.
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REVIEW...Continued from page 4B

indicates they expect their
review to be completed in
the second half of 2024.

The only other special
review currently underway
by the OLA focuses on the
Department of Education’s
oversight of the massive
fraud committed by repre-
sentatives of the nonprofit
Feeding Our Future, which
bilked millions in federal
COVID dollars by falsely
claiming they had provided
meals to students. The OLA
expects that investigation
to be completed in the first
half of the year.
Longstanding
concerns

The Timberjay report-
ed on the allegations most
recently back in January,
when the Fish and Wildlife
Service released a draft
report on its findings in
the matter in response to
a Freedom of Information
Act request by the non-
profit Public Employees
for Environmental
Responsibility. Thatreport,
originally written in early
2020 during the final year of
the Trump administration,
provided stunning conclu-
sions on what appeared to
be a wholesale violation of
a federal grant program by
the Minnesota DNR.

The 28-page report,
which was never released
publicly in final form,

provided the conclusions
of a series of visits by FWS
biologists in early 2020 to
three state wildlife man-
agement areas, or WMAs,
to investigate complaints
thatthe DNR was misusing
its federal funds to support
logging urged by the timber
industry. The federal funds
obtained by the DNR were
specifically dedicated to
benefit wildlife and wild-
life habitat yet appeared to
be used instead to pay for
hundreds of commercial
timber sales thatthe DNR’s
own biologists said provid-
ed little benefit to wildlife
or were even detrimental
due to the environmental
damage caused by the loss
of important habitat or
the logging activity itself.
As the Timberjay report-
ed last August, the FWS
has been at odds with
the DNR over its use of
federal wildlife funds for
what appear to be purely
commercial timber sales
on WMAs since at least
2021. The FWS had actu-
ally suspended its funding
to the DNR for a time, but
that funding was restored
this past September after
the DNR agreed to do a
better job of documenting
the wildlife benefits of its
management activities.
While many field level
wildlife officials within

Fishing reports

Ely area

Ice conditions are
quickly deteriorating in the
Elyarea.Iceisbeginning to
pull away from the shore-
lines, cracks are opening
up, and areas of open water
are being reported on many
area lakes. Four-wheeler
and side-by-side travel,
overice,isnolongerrecom-
mended. Anglers looking
to still ice fish should look
to smaller lakes, which
are easier to get out onto
and fish.

With the deteriorating
ice conditions, not many
anglers fished for lakers
this weekend so reports are
limited. The few anglers
who did venture out gen-
erally reported slow fishing
for lakers this weekend,
although anglers who did
find them reported they

were in 60-80 feet of
water. Small silver and
blue, lipless crankbaits or
tubes fished about 20 feet
under the ice seemed to be
effective.

Crappie fishing has
remained largely hit or
miss. Seems the majority
of anglers are able to catch
crappies, but size and
numbers remain the main
challenge.Anglers catching
crappies have been suc-
cessful with purple, white
and pink jigs tipped with
crappie minnows. More
active crappies have been
hitting soft plastics inred or
white. Panfish are starting
to school up in 15-25 feet
of water.

Courtesy of
Arrowhead Outdoors.
See more at Arrowhead
OutdoorsElyMN .com.
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the agency continue to
express disappointment
in the agency’s actions
surrounding timber sales
on WMAs, top officials
within the agency insist
that the agency has done
nothing wrong,and that the
disagreement with federal
officials has mostly been
resolved. “Let me assure
you that Commissioner
Strommen expressed to
me her continued confi-
dence in our management
of WMASs,” wrote Dave
Olfelt, director of the agen-
cy’s Division of Fish and
Wildlife,inaMarch 7 email
to DNR wildlife staff.

“The fact that FWS
fully reimbursed our 2021-
2023 grant and has issued
our 2023-25 grant demon-
strates their confidence in
the work we do and that
issues FWS identified have
beenaddressed,” said Olfelt
in response to questions
from the Timberjay back
in January.

Former deputy
commissioner Thorne
calls Olfelt’s comments
“cynical” and suggested
that the divisionhead is well
aware thatit’s the field staff
who have lost confidence in

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam

DNR brass over the issue.
What’s more, he said the
DNR has failed to comply
withthe agreementitsigned
with FWS last year, under
which the federal agency
agreed to release some
funds it had earlier sus-
pended.

Thorne accuses the
DNR of stonewalling on the
issue. “Instead of respond-
ing positively,and address-
ing the issue, the agency
has tried to say, ‘there’s
nothing to see here.’””
Thorne said back when he
was with the agency, offi-
cials would have spoken
out publicly and resigned
over the mismanagement
of WMAs and the misuse
of federal funds. “Instead,
the agency is running true
to form with its pattern of
recent years, trying to tell
the field staff to stay quiet
and that everything is fine.
Everything is not fine, and
someone from the agency
needs to stand up and say
that.”

Close-knit agencies
The alleged misuse
of federal wildlife grant
dollars by the DNR appears
to have come as a conse-
quence of a 2018 change

in DNR policy to sub-
stantially boost timber
harvests in response to
pressure from the timber
industry. The new policy,
known as the Sustainable
Timber Harvest Initiative,
or STHI, came under fire
from the start from wildlife
officials who argued that
the harvest targets in the
initiative made it difficult,
if not impossible, to meet
the DNR’s obligations
to provide adequate and
appropriate wildlife habitat
on DNR-managed lands.
That change devastated
morale among DNR wild-
life managers. An internal
survey conducted by the
DNR last fall found that
90 percent of its wildlife
officials reported being
either “very or somewhat
dissatisfied,” primarily as
a result of the new focus
on commercial harvest and
the widespread discount-
ing of wildlife concerns
within the agency, even
when involving WMAs.
Of those surveyed, fully
two-thirds indicated they
were “very dissatisfied.”
Some wildlife staff reported
seeking medical help for
stress management and

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
WML kol Pk,
®, ok K
** *®

Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Orr Hi Lo Prec.
03/04 42 24 0.04 03/04 42 25 0.03 03/04 41 24 0.00 03/04 34 18 0.00
03/05 38 na 0.00 03/05 37 9 0.00 03/05 34 12 0.00 03/05 36 10 0.00
03/06 39 na 0.00 03/06 39 9 0.00 03/06 35 11 0.00 03/06 39 16 0.00
03/07 39 17 0.00 03/07 40 14 0.00 03/07 40 18 0.00 03/07 39 18 0.00
03/08 40 15 0.00 03/08 40 15 0.00 03/08 37 17 0.01 03/08 30 18 0.00
03/09 32 3 0.00 03/09 32 12 0.00 03/09 30 13 0.00 03/09 36 12 0.00
03/10 34 10 0.00 03/10 35 4 0.00 03/10 33 11 0.00 03/10 46 7 0.00
YTD Total 0.96 26.2" YTD Total 1.30" 19.2" YTD Total 1.84 36.77 YTD Total NA
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panic attacks broughton by
the disagreements within
their offices over forest
management.

The change also faced
pushback from the federal
FWS, particularly when the
pressures to boost timber
harvest seemed to leave
wildlife concerns second-
ary. Thorne said that while
FWS could have pushed
the DNR harder over the
issue, he recognized that
that isn’t always easy to
do between agencies that
typically work as partners.
“They’ve always cooper-
ated closely, so it’s very
difficult for them to start
taking a public position
that you guys aren’t doing
your jobs. As a longtime
manager, I know it’s very
easy to damage an agency
over something like this.
They tried to work out an
agreement, but every time
the DNR didn’t follow
through.”

While the FWS has
released some funding,
Sterle noted that the agency
is conducting its own
regular five-year audit a
year ahead of time giventhe
concerns about the DNR’s
use of the funds.

from NOAA weather

Tuesday
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38 22

Sn.  Tower Hi Lo
03/04 42 24
03/05 36 12
03/06 36 14
03/07 40 20
03/08 39 17
03/09 32 13
03/10 35 6
YTD Total

Prec. Sn.
0.02

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.82 245"

CABIN QUILTING

Your North Country

» 5-Star Rated Shop °

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey * 218-666-3146
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723
cabinquilting@gmail.com

(f

i | }j St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

(|  All Are Welcome ¢
GQ')
Palm Sunday, March 24

Worship service at 8:30 a.m. with special
music by Deb Tuominen and Louise
Wiermaa. Brunch to follow the service.

Maundy Thursday, March 28

Service at 5 p.m. with a seder meal catered
by Chef Chris from Vermilion Country
School, will be serving lamb and a
FREE traditional seder meal.

Please RSVP before March 18 by calling
218-753-3047.

Easter Sunday, March 31

Worship service at 8:30 a.m. with special
music by Martha Bush. Brunch to follow
the service. All are welcome. Martha,
the Harp Lady, has a Master’s Degree in Art
Therapy from St. Mary’s University
in Minneapolis.

Located on the corner of Church and Main
in peaceful Soudan, MN

READ THE TIMBERJAY?!

Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital

Hospital Connection

Q: What is Medicare?

A: Medicare can seem complex and confusing, but essentially, Medicare is a federal insurance
program that provides coverage for all individuals over 65, individuals under 65 who have
specific disabilities, or individuals with end-stage renal disease.

Q: Why are Medicare Parts A & B considered "Original Medicare”?

A: Medicare Parts A and B were the original blueprint for Medicare coverage. Part A is typically free
for individuals who paid into Medicare for a certain period throughout their career. It primarily covers
hospital insurance for major medical events and possibly some home health or skilled nursing
facilities. Medicare Part B is typically the medical insurance that costs you an out-of-pocket premium
for annual physicals, diagnostic, or lab services. You may not need to purchase Medicare Part B if you
or your spouse still work and insurance is offered through employment.

Q: What about Parts C and D?

A: Medicare Parts C and D are considered additional coverage. Part C is Medicare Advantage, which is
private insurance that covers everything the original Medicare covers and often provides extra
benefits for a monthly premium. Part D is specifically designed insurance to cover the cost of
prescription drugs. Private insurance companies only offer Part D, which can often be part of a
Medicare Advantage plan or purchased separately.

Hospital Connection is a new feature from Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH) this winter. We are
excited to share our most recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a new topic
each week. Throughout the next several weeks, we will share exciting information about EBCH, our newest
services, and how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information about EBCH
by visiting our website at www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and
announcements.

328 W Conan 5t
Ely. MM 585732
218-365-3271

ebch.org

Ely-Blpormenson Community Hospital & committed o coring for and enhancing the health and wail beirkg of the community if senves
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EMPLOYMENT

NORTHAMERICAN

sSS BEAR
CENTER
NOW HIRING!

The North American Bear Center has a great
job opportunity for individuals looking to work
in an exciting environment! We are searching
for people with a positive attitude, who have
experience working with the public, to fill our
Sales Associate Positions for our 2024 sea-
son. Hours will include weekdays and week-
ends between 9am-6pm. We offer competitive
wages, flexible hours, and employee perks!
Must have a valid driver’s license. Email your
resume to mhietala@bear.org or stop by the
North American Bear Center (located just
1 mile west of Ely off HWY 169) to pick up
an application Mon-Fri between the hours of
9am-2pm. 3/22

MINNESOTA DNR - JOB OPPORTUNITY
Seasonal - Full Time
Laborer-Trades & Equipment,

Parks & Trails - Job ID: 74295
Gilbert, MN

» This seasonal, full-time position is part
of a roving crew based out of the Iron
Range Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation
Area near Gilbert, Minnesota. Work sched-
ule: Mondays through Thursdays, 6:00 AM
to 4:30 PM. In summer season the crew
departs Gilbert early Monday and returns
Thursday afternoon. Anticipated season:
May 8th through November 1st, each year.

+ This position works for the DNR Parks and
Trails Division and gets to travel through-
out northern Minnesota working on various
types of Off Highway Vehicle trails. You will
be operating ATVs, along with many types
of trail construction equipment.

« Salary Range: $24.47 - $28.22/hourly
Posting Closes 03/21/2024

For more information call 218-300-7842 or
To apply visit: https://mn.gov/careers/

Legal notices are online
each week at timberjay.com

www.mnpublicnotice.com/

CABIN CLEANING

on Crane Lake
Full/Part-time positions available
Please call 218-993-2330

Now Hiring at McCarthy
Beach State Park

Parks and Trails Associate and
Building and Grounds Positions

Create unforgettable park, trail, and
water recreation experiences that
inspire people’s love for the outdoors,
visit https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/

Search Job ID 72698 and 72990, during the
application process choose McCarthy Beach
as your desired work location. 315

piragis
. gTﬂwnonﬁ (gﬂ'h NY
Now Hiring: Full and Part-Time Hours
with Flexible Scheduling:
Summer Season is Almost Here!
Positions Available April — October
Apply in Person or at Piragis.com
Are you looking for a fast paced
and incredibly fun summer where you can
work and play at the edge of the
Boundary Waters Wilderness?
Piragis Northwoods Company
is actively seeking and hiring
seasonal staff to join our team
from April through October. Stop into the
shop to see Jay or give him a call. Feel free
to send in your resume or
fill out an application online as well.
We’'re so excited to meet you!
Jay Gustafson jay@piragis.com
218.365.6745

105 North Central Avenue piragis.com

Handberg’s Marine

in Crane Lake, is hiring

FT Marine Service Technician
Will consider all skill levels
Contact us for details

Come join our team!
Contact HANDBERG’S MARINE
218-993-2214 or email
scott@handbergs.com 32

1. Prickly sensation |
2. Schoolgirl infatuation U
3. Foxhole U

4. Fussy C
5. Earth’s sister planet U

8. Land owner [

7. Thick string E

8. He wanted “‘more” O

9. Nobleman R

10. Young canine _u

Even EXCha nge by Donna Pettman

Each numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letter answers. The two answers differ from each
other by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A from
MASTER for an I, you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.

Becomeensnarled _ A _
Fall asleep quicky A
Financier _A_ _ _ _
Smallest finger _ _N_
Expressesoneself T _

Four-sided shape
Identical siblings . S
A thin slice s

Breakfast meat . C
Red flower 0

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country School (VCS) is
seeking applicants for the following
positions:

VERMILION
_COUNTRY,

SCHODOOL

Vermilion Country is a project based learning school seeking to expand
our staffing. We are adding new positions! Also interviewing for posi-
tions for the 2024/25 school year for other licensed teaching positions.
Currently open for interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485 or
email info@vermilioncountry.org for more information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades 7-12
(B.A. or teaching license required):

» Special Education Teacher (licensed)
> Literature/Language Arts and/or Social Studies (licensed)
» Science and/or Math Interdisciplinary Teacher (licensed)
> Social Worker (skills and students services focus on individual and
small group sklls work. LSW, LGSW, LICSW, Licensed School Social
Worker, or alterative certification considered LADC etc.)

Student Support and Community positions

(no education license required) Benefits Eligible
> Special Education Assistant /para(Special Education )
(Hourly $17.50 - 24.50/HR +)

» Student Success Counselor ($40,000 annual salary)
» Student Success Program Specialist, (hourly $24-$30/hr+ DOE)
Part Time:
» Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE
» Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus) 5-20 hours per week.
Hourly rate DOE

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org and/or 218-248-2485

King Crossword
ACROSS 3
1 Eggon
5 Science
room
8 Arm bone
12 Actress Gilpin
13 Hosp. area
14 Wedding
cake layer
15 Bridge posi-
tion
16 Not "agin”
17 "Snap out
—"
18 Monet or
Debussy
20 Wards off
22 "— Poetica"
23 Be sick
24 Healthy
27 Embeds
32 Comic Philips
33 Menagerie

8 Perfect place

54 Canine greet- 31 Covert agent

34 Trio after M ing 9 Gameshow 36 Seem

35 Fish lover's 55 Summit aid 37 Taunting
deli order 56 Ogler's look 10 Astronaut laugh

38 Group of 57 "— -haw!" Armstrong 38 Secondary
quail (cowgirl's cry) 11 Sciences' route

39 Transcript no. 58 Monopoly partner 41 Concerning

40 Parched card 19 AMA member 42 Bargain

42 Oracle setting 21 Hearing thing 43 Perry's cre-

45 "Brigadoon” DOWN 24 Drenched ator
lyricist 1 Detalil, briefly 25 Ostrich'skin 44 Noncommittal

49 Buffalo's 2 Bell sound 26 Palmist's pre- answer
county 3 — Magjor diction 46 Pleasing

50 Miss Piggy's 4 Ceremeny 28 Neither mate 47 Salinger girl
pronoun 5 Notenlarged 29 Hitsongby 48 Marsh plant

52 French water- or reduced OneRepublic 51 Tram load
way 6 Tennisfeat 30 Calendar

53 — Romeo 7 "lronside” star  abbr.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7 2 8

" CryptoQuip )

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: Q equals P
CFNJG RYGZTCTGJ CFRC
YRSG R QRJCND’J BTIG YNDG
QBGRJRZC, T BTSG CN ERBB

CFGY QDGREFGD ENYINDCJ.

N

CryptoQuote

answer

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

No matter how dark the
moment, love and hope are
always possible.

— George Chakiris

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218—753—2950

Read us online at
timherjay.com

218-193-2930

Super Crossword
Answers

/ P|U|R|S|U|E|D C|B|D AlL|F RIF|S 3 5 7
C|R|A|S|S|E|R R|Y|E D|O|R E|R|A
G|A|[P|[|N|G|A|B|Y|S|S HIE|Y C|E|D
A|IN| | C|U|P|S L|O|W|P H|E|D H H

SHUW-LLQ-”L‘ o e Gl T e e o e A AR Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
E[A[S|E[O|N SIE[R|A] N R[O[N that each row across, each column down and each
: F|E[N|C|E S|T|A|R G|I|E _ H
solution WAL [BlaTo k[ INTIHIE[O[UIT (F] (e lD small9boxsquarecontalns_allofthe
B|E[G sle|c[YE[R|A[T]O numbers from one to nine.
A|C|A|C| I [A OIN|A L|E|O|N|A|R|D|O
HIA|V| I |N|G|M|A|N|Y|G|O|O|D|P|L Y|E|R|S
S|N|E|A|K|]|E|R O|W|N S|E|N|S|E|S L]
LElR o I .2 DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

VIE|R|Y|H|A|R|D|T|O|U|N|[D|E|R|S|T|A|N|D
AIM|E|M|O T|A|P|S B|L|E|E|D .
Ll 1|v]alB|L]E ElE[R[O T|AlH[ T[] & Moderate €@ Challenglng
| [R|E E|X|T|E|IN|D|I|N|G|F|A|R|D|O|W|N
D|A|R[K|L|Y|H|U|E|D BIE[A|U D|I]|A “‘HOOBOY'
A|T|S|E|A O|R|R D|E|E|P|M|E|A|[N|I|N|G .
TIElEIN Y RIBT MIYTa EIxXIPIUINIGIE © 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
E[S|S|0O|S T|O|E V|E|R S|E|T|T|E|E|S
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &

AUTOMOTIVE

: DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Langevin Auto Friday 830 — 6:30. 218-660-
& Truck Repair 5594. tin
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage HOSPICE

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F

2 Miles South of Tower VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE

218-749-0751 PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort

WANTED care, massages, last wishes

and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’'ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

M

e [ of

Frank’s Marine ARONSON

Sales & Service

Since 1926
¥ Handberg’s }
SIS

& GENERAL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage

Oirtsonrdts

218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Your local covree for news,
music- and entertsinment!

6745. tfn _ BOAT WORKS
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund L6 ]
www.franksmarinesales.com LAKE VERM|L|0N, TOWER
PET CREMATION franksmarine@centurytel.net Located two miles southwest
SUPPORT Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150 of Tower on Hwy. 169
VISIT VermilionPetCremation. WINTER HOURS:
GROUPS Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates. MOCCASIN POINT Closed Weekemlils.
II\EﬂléETlﬁéS P GROU? MARINE rercume LASNEY i
- in person meet- . ice s
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 46 M P Rd Storage Complete Service ¢ Sales
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 55 occasin oint
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely. HELP WANTED Lake Vermilion
MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets CABIN CLEANING on Crane 218-753-3319
the second Friday of the month | ake. ~ Full/Part-time ~positions
at1p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal  ayailable Please call 218-993- Storage, Boat Rentals,
Building, senior foom. Open 10 2330. 3/29 Service/Repairs/Sales
all. For information contact Mar, v
at 218-827-8327. Y Mechanic on Duty

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

moccasinpointmarine.com

& YAMAHA

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
[218]) 193-2930

91.7im - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemidji
89.91m - Brainerd

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,

WFLAMES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-

Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA

MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A

PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been

there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY
PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely,
218-235-3819I

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 25 mins.

L[N[A
I|E[R
FIIT
E[LIS
g |
L I|N|S
0 N|O|P
N E|V|Y
G
D|E|L
E[R]| I
A|L|F
L|E|E
CryptoQuip

answer

Those amenities that
make a pastor’s life more
pleasant, | like to call
them preacher comforts.

Even Exchange

answers

1. Tingle, Tangle 6. Squire, Square
2. Crush, Crash 7. Tuwine, Twins
3. Bunker, Banker 8. Oliver, Silver
4. Picky, Pinky 9. Baron, Bacon
5. Venus, Yents 10. Puppy, Poppy

Oy €€ Medum ¢ €@ Dirricul

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

 CryptoQuote

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. [n this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

BK YGAALX TKZ SGXM ATL
YKYLBA, WKUL GBS TKQL GXL
GWZGFV QKVVHPWL.

NLKXNL RTGMHXHV

- J
— Weekly SUDOKU __

©2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answer
5/9|7|1(2|3|8|4|6
3/2|8|9(6|4]|5|1|7
6|1|4|5(8|7]|2|3|9
1/4(2]|6|3|8|9|7]|5
7|!5|3|2|9|1]|6|8|4
8|6|9|7|4|5|3|2]|1
9|/7|5|8|1|2]|4|6]3
4/8|6[|3|7|9]|1|5]|2
2/3|1|4|5|6]|7|9]|8

62

63

Kaxe.org
Super Crossword — WeLLperne
ACROSS 48 Stray calf 113 120-Across 8 Burial vaults 49 The Beatles' 86 The “E”
1 Ran after 49 120-Across #8 9 Poet Percy “— Work of UAE
8 — ail (trendy #4 116 Male sweetie — Shelley It Out” 87 Overturns
marijuana 55 Plead 117 Day, to 10 — Moines, 50 Tequila plant 88 Singer
extract, 56 Cabinet chief: Juanita lowa 51 Sacred Sumac
for short) Abbr. 118 Totally lost 11 One-off, as a image 89 Word before
110d TV ET 57 Muse of 119 Bruins’ Bobby committee 52 Big Apple goblin
14 Feudal peons poetry 120 What this 12 Lemer’s address abbr. 90 Employed
19 More ill-bred 58 Mimosa puzzle songwriting 53 Sch. nearthe 91 —bad
20 Loaf in a deli tree, e.g. literally partner Rio Grande example
21 Palme — 62 “Put — provides 13 Skillet 54 Axes, e.g. 92 Split
(Cannes Happy Face” eight times 14 1k 55 Scrooge’s 93 Ritalin treats
award) 64 DiCaprio of 124 Wee 15 Grand-scale outbursts it, for short
22 “La Traviata,” “Titanic” 125 Hitters stat 16 Give new 59 U.S. spyorg. 98 Science
eqg. 70 120-Across 126 Single-named energy to 60 Fluid in writer Willy or
23 120-Across #5 R&B singer 17 Region apen ESPN anchor
#1 75 More furtive 127 Erase prohibiting 61 Anxiousness Bob
25 “Over here!l” 76 Possess 128 Some slavery prior 63 In times 99 Urge strongly
26 Sieved, as 77 Gets the Canadian to the Civil past 101 Kind of steak
potatoes impression gas stations War 65 Scot's denial 102 Like some
27 Folk rocker 78 Core belief 129 Tot’s “piggy” 18 Made 66 Novelist headsets
DiFranco 81 Light tan 130 Bible unhappy Rand 104 Chemist’s “I"
28 Drink holders 84 Groom’s vow translation, 24 — -Puf (facial 67 Vamish stuff 105 Brief pang
29120-Across 85 120-Across e.g.: Abbr. sponge} 68 “Judge — 106 For a really
#2 #6 131 Lobby sofas 29 Really hate (Stallone film) long time
31120-Across 94 “Take — 30 Suffix with 69 — buco 109 Muscle car
#3 {“Jot this DOWN serpent 71 Artist Jan booster
36 Suffix of note”) 1The Simsor 32 Resist boldly vander — 110 Macabre
enzymes 95 Water spigots Minecratt, 33 Singer Lisa 72 “Nola” 111 Interval
37 Don 96 Extort money say 34 City in Sicily composer 112 s really
effortlessly, from 2 Muse of 35 Once, once Felix angry
as shoes 97 Fitto astronomy 40 Word file 73 Actor Wilson 114 Lotto variant
38 Toxin-fighting reside in 3 Fast part of a alternative 74 How much 115 Deposits,
fluids 100 Architect river ride 41 — polloi ’90s music as eggs
39 Functional Saarinen 4 Govt. stipend 43 Syringe was recorded 120 License-
unit of a 103 Island near 5 Adm.s org. amts. 79 LAX info issuing agey.
kidney Bora Bora 6 Brainwave 44 Strefch (out) 80 High-quality 121 Palindromic
42 Wield a 107 Rage test: Abbr. 46 — Lingus 82 CSA soldier file suffix
saber or foil 108 120-Across 7 Harry Potter (Irish carriery 83 Web address 122 Fitting
45 Sky twinkler #7 bully Malfoy ~ 47 Writer Dahl 85 Certify 123 Cashew, e.g.
1 12 |3 |4 |5 [6 |7 8 |9 |10 11 |12 13 14 |15 [16 |17 |18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26
30
38 39 40 |41
43 |44 45 46 |47 48
51 |52 53 |54
i I
65 |66

64

107

13

73
76
90

74
77
91 (92 |93

-

67 (68 |69
104 {105 106

101 (102 103

118

116

124

128

‘paAIRsal SYBL |1y "Ou| 'e1eoIpuls sauntea Bury +Z02@

96

111 {112
127
131
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Tekautz Mechanical Check Out Our Bargains!

. . e . . ! ° -
Heating, Air I({Z:l;;(ii;t;({)Illllllstg;HRefrlgeratlon All N atl o n al | ‘,X ;
Lk Hardware "= %| [ % ‘yiest A
| ' 1 5% * x _.All furniture may not be as shown. ;'TTE;ZIIEEST
& off ‘ig ANDERSON [

: AndersonFurnitureCompany.com | o/aasss

214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN * 218-73’1 -9356

y

=\ minimalist,

Steve Tekautz

612-845-1625
P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782
(We accept credit cards) |

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off

VERMILION LUMBER

~—-\ HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS :
SEE US FOR ALL YOUR PROJECT NEEDS |, ["‘% 218-753-2230 CSI Construction
| L 302 Main St.,, T , MN TP
) W s ke avetoon Bullding Movers & Recyclers

Foundations & Demolition

\J MPPY& | ; ;

'(51/ W‘S/ i Structures
*‘ [D)&yg . % L‘)Qt tbzgg QngrtS b@]p .L‘Cahinssu—gif:;;;ﬂu:nmes

{ { Sheds & Other Structures
SO, Ph°"H‘3,{,F,§'3‘,\-,,§,}_8F-r‘?F7‘? SRR with godur n exi proj ect 218-348-8209 | cichservices@gmail.com
& v Closed Sat & Sun until May
coos punoms center  INfo@cookbuildingcenter.com

2T Licensed Septic Design
ASECEEET g installation
& Complete Site & Building Preparation
# Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
¢ Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate ¢ 218-365-4220

2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

2

y
; Berbers o Plush o Shag e Level Loop  Indoor/Qutdoor
. Lower Prices on In-Store Carpets
=
L WE'VE ALSO 60T..

| Hundreds of Remnants our Mohawk
218-290-5370 + Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com PRICED TO SELL! Silk Racks! \'
4

TIP-TOP

CHIMNEY SERVICE LLC

A Renewable Energy Company

* Chimney Repairs and Service
* New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances
+ Stainless Steel Liners and Caps

QOur sales experts
will help you select the F\

Ve perfect carpet! [

f_gjﬂEI_Tl
SGREAT PRICES!

L}

« Any project big or small «

SERVICES ] i
< LAND CLEARING - DEMO o ='-"- : - s
» WATERWAYS « SEPTIC
< BUILDING PADS « DOZING
« FINISH GRADE « DRIVEWAYS A5 : N ; . .
* PRE CAST WALLS *BASEMENTS e . gl ' Dot R | ;
« GENERAL EXCAVATION ¢ :{l' th"— Ve AN -V P a sIDFK AYF -

BIG Encugh to Serve you; small Enough to Know You

T oseove] HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
JASON VOELTZ <& FLOORtoCEILING & T
SUOELTZ@OMAIL CON § 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/M. Iron s
' [ {V/Z e Winaa on Hlghwiay 160) -741-5800 == = floortoceiling.com/virginia
SEEKING BIDS Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility. -
Eé‘i?;ﬂ2_‘157?EZZ'LZ”e"i;’syl_:eti,afﬂ?w“iZiiﬁf?éiiiagﬁffﬁe‘ﬁfhe .A!mrfr 4 Water Systems
CHAMBER OF o Cat
co MM ERCE @ Regain yourindependence onaa R(;Veag s?aﬁﬁ;ﬁ [} PUMPS
Z él?;lsnz?;l:z,::sal:f falls @ 1-866-852-5506." . WELLS
. . ccess all of your home .msm:mmw . HYDRO-FRACKING
Seeking Lawncare Bids
Term of service: May 15 - September 30, 2024 s _ | 11-800-662-5700
Requirements: 0 gk, : o Spring Park Rd.

¢ Lawn mowed weekly and includes detailed trimming,
and pick up and disposal of sticks, garbage, etc.
* Service must have insurance and list the Chamber as

Mt. Iron, MN 55768

an additional insured. Copy required. Get
e Submit monthly invoices within two weeks of the R I |
Protein-Packed Assortment
CLBSE Df EﬂCh mﬂnth. 4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.) esu ts.
. & . . . 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.) u'l
+ Service provides all tools required to maintain 4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z) '
grounds. P S
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets ‘(4 0z.)
Bid must include all costs, including taxes and cost B FREE PursGround Fit Mgnon urgers o) | \
overruns. Costs above the quote amount will not be D e e rce 512999 bl . A WO
accepted. The Ely Chamber of Commerce reserves the 8 BURGERS FREE .
right to decline any and all bids. Advertise

ORDER NOW! » OmahaSteaks.com/Tastelt2171 o
1.844.513.2857 Ask for 75039JYD in the

Timberjay!

Submit bids to director@ely.org by April 15, 2024, by 3
p.m. Questions, contact Eva at 218-365-6123. sl T v

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. bu
s that includes 75039, Standard S&H added per address.

i@ to inventory limitations. Cannot by

ilable for sale ir




