
ELY- There was a nearly 
full house last Thursday, Jan. 18, 
as the newly-formed Ely chapter 
of Braver Angels held its first 
workshop at the Ely Senior Center. 
Braver Angels is a national orga-
nization consisting of people from 
both sides of the political divide 
who are seeking to restore civility 
to both local and national political 
discourse.

Giving people the skills to 
talk about contentious political 
issues without alienating those 
with opposing views is a big part 
of the group’s mission. Braver 
Angels recruits people of all 
political views because all views 
deserve to be heard with respect. 
Meetings are open to anyone who 
wishes to attend.

A Braver Angels workshop 
leader from the Twin Cities, 
Melissa Voss, conducted Ely 

chapter’s first workshop. Voss is 
a nationally prominent journalist 
and a co-founder of the Association 
of Health Care Journalists. Now 
retired, Voss is currently a full-
time volunteer for Braver Angels 
and is a member of the Braver 
Angels Minnesota steering com-
mittee.

“This is an experiment,” Voss 
told the group at the senior center, 
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piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Winter is settling in!  Finally :)
It’s a great time to discover a Great Book!
The Piragis Bookstore has new titles daily.

Open Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 10 a.m.  to 4 p.m.
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MAKING THE EFFORT

City makes 
the case 
for more 
ambulance 
support

WEATHER AND THE ECONOMY

Talking to the other side 

Left: The 
parking lot 
at the Marjo 
Motel in Tower 
has been 
largely empty 
in recent 
weeks as the 
lack of snow 
has kept 
snowmobilers 
away. 

See...ANGELS pg. 10

Ely’s new Braver Angels chapter seeks to bridge the political divide

photo by D. Colburn

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

See...AMBULANCE pg. 9

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

CRANE LAKE-It’s taken 
literally decades for a Voyageurs 
National Park visitor center at 
Crane Lake to move from the 
dream world onto the path to 
reality, but with the basics of the 
building now constructed and 
sealed, the countdown to opening 
day has commenced.

That won’t be quite as early 

as locals had wished, as a hoped-
for opening for early summer 
now looks like it will happen 
toward the end of this year’s 
tourist season, according to Crane 
Lake Township Chairman Jerry 
Pohlman, who gave a brief update 
to the Timberjay on Tuesday.

But that’s far, far closer than 
back in 1975 when VNP was estab-
lished along with plans for a visitor 
center at Crane Lake to go along 
with the ones at Kabetogama, Ash 

River, and Rainy Lake. While the 
latter three made it to fruition, the 
Crane Lake center didn’t officially 
make it off the drawing board 
until Max Gray Construction 
was awarded the $2.978 million 
contract to build it last June.

Crane Lake Visitors Center could open by late summer 
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See..CENTER pg. 10

Above:MPR 
freelancer Erica 
Dischino (left) 
talking with 
Emily Roose 
(center) and 
Mike Banovetz 
(right) at the 
Jan. 18 Braver 
Angels meeting 
in Ely.

Little snow is wreaking havoc with winter economy
REGIONAL— While 

most North Country res-
idents are likely relieved 
by the warmer weather that 
settled in this week after 
ten days of arctic chill, the 
change isn’t so welcome to 
area business owners who 
rely on winter traffic to keep 
the bills paid. 

The mild conditions in 

December and early January 
and the relative lack of snow 
put most winter activities 
on hold for weeks at a time 
when many businesses are 
normally ramping up for 
the winter season. Instead, 
many business owners are 
watching as week after 
week of bookings disappear 
from their books, and their 
bottom line. 

“We’ve had over 30 can-
cellations so far,” said Orlyn 

Kringstad, who operates the 
eight-unit Marjo Motel in 
Tower. That’s left his room 
sales down by two-thirds 
over last winter, when snow 
and consistent cold was ideal 
for winter recreation.

Kringstad’s experience 
has been pretty typical of 
other hotels, motels, and 
resorts in the area so far this 
winter. Fortune Bay Resort 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See..WINTER pg. 9

TOWER- The city clerk-treasur-
er here told members of the Tower 
Ambulance Commission, Monday, 
that they can no longer count on 
the city to backfill the the Tower 
Ambulance Service’s financial defi-
cits in the future. 

Based on documents that 
clerk-treasurer Michael Schultz pro-
vided to commission members this 
week, the city contributed $41,833 
from its general fund to cover ambu-
lance expenses in 2023. That’s sub-
stantially higher than the $15,000 the 
city provided in stopgap funding the 
year before.

“The ambulance service is scrap-
ing by, but it needs infusions,” said 
Schultz.

Schultz noted the city also pro-
vides administrative support and 
oversight to the ambulance service 
out of its general fund.

Most of the township represen-
tatives on the commission, except 
for Greenwood, appeared to agree, 
but most said finding a solution will 
involve looking at both short-term 

Right: Construction of the new 
Crane Lake Visitors Center is 
now well underway. 
photo by D. Colburn



VIRGINIA - Tom 
Johnson of Aurora has 
assumed the role of As-
sistant Director of Main-
tenance at Arrowhead 
Transit, bringing a wealth 
of experience and a com-
mitment to elevating the 
efficiency of transit main-
tenance operations.

A former Army elec-
tronics repair specialist, 
Tom transitioned into 
civilian life by working 

with a staffing agency, 
focusing on heavy equip-
ment for the mining indus-
try around the Iron Range. 
Tom pursued a two-year 
degree in Automotive 
Technology at Hibbing 
Community College. This 
academic foundation laid 
the groundwork for his 
entry into the automotive 
industry, culminating in 
his attainment of the title 
of master technician with 
General Motors.

Arrowhead Transit 
welcomed Tom into its 
fold nine months ago, 
initially appointing him 
as the Maintenance Man-
ager in the Gilbert loca-
tion. In this capacity, his 
responsibilities included 
overseeing timely vehicle 
maintenance and repairs, 
with a particular emphasis 
on refining preventative 
maintenance strategies.

Tom’s profession-
al journey, from military 

service to a seasoned au-
tomotive professional, un-
derscores his dedication 
to continuous learning. 
Currently pursuing a two-
year degree in business 
operations management, 

Tom seeks to elevate Ar-
rowhead Transit’s mainte-
nance team to new levels 
of efficiency and effec-
tiveness.

VIRGINIA – Get ready for an 
immersive experience that will ig-
nite your curiosity and inspire new 
ideas.  TEDxSilver Lake will pre-
miere on Friday, Feb. 23, at the Iron 
Trail Motors Event Center. Doors 
open for a reception at 4 p.m. with the 
main event running from 5 – 9 p.m. 
Tickets are $40 per person and avail-
able now through the event website 
www.TEDxSilverLake.com.   Appe-
tizers and complimentary beverages 
will be served. A cash bar will be 
available. 

The theme for TEDxSilver Lake 
is “Crossing the Divide.”This theme 
is meant to be broad and inclusive. 
It is open to the presenter’s inter-
pretation on how their ideas bring 
us together or “cross the divide.” 
TEDxSilver Lake will create pas-
sion and spur curiosity rather than 
judgement.  The theme also pays 
homage to the local landmark, the 

Laurentian Divide, which lies just 
north of Virginia.  

TEDxSilver Lake organizers 
are thrilled to welcome Paul Met-
sa to speak and perform during the 
event. Other speakers and perform-
ers are being added to the website 
and will be speaking on topics rang-
ing from climate change to strength-
ening communities. 

TEDxSilver Lake co-chairs, 
Lorrie Janatopoulos and Betsy Ol-
ivanti are excited to bring great 
ideas to the Virginia TEDx stage. 

“It is energizing and uplifting to 
be in a room where people are shar-
ing great ideas. It is sure to be an 

evening filled with captivating talks, 
thought-provoking discussions, and 
innovative ideas worth spreading,” 
said Janatopoulos. 

Olivanti and Janatopoulos en-
courage all ages to attend this “event 
filled with entrepreneurial spirit, vi-
sionary leadership, and just plain 
fun.” Get your ticket today at www.
TEDxSilverLake.com.

TEDxSilver Lake is an inde-
pendently organized and licensed 
TEDx event organized by local 
volunteers thanks to a Boost Grant 
from the Blandin Foundation and 
support from local sponsors.  Using 
TED’s unique 18-minute time limit, 
TEDxSilver Lake aims to provide 
the audience with talks on a variety 
of topics that are sure to inspire and 
educate.  
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Timberjay office to be closed 
Friday, Feb. 2

TOWER- The Timberjay office in Tower will be 
closed Friday, Feb. 2 while staff are attending the an-
nual Minnesota Newspaper Association convention in 
Minneapolis. The office will reopen as usual on Mon-
day, Feb. 5. Regular winter office hours are Monday 
– Thursday from 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., and Friday from 
9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Office may sometimes be closed 
during the day if staff is out covering a story, you can 
call 218-753-2950 to confirm hours for a specific day. 

Embarrass Timber Hall to hold book, 
puzzle and game breakfast Feb. 3

EMBARRASS – The Timber Hall is excited to be 
bringing back by popular demand the book, puzzle, 
and game drive breakfast.  Breakfast attendees will be 
able to peruse the selection of donated books, games 
and puzzles and take something home to help pass the 
dreary winter days.

The breakfast is Saturday, Feb. 3 from 8 – 11 a.m.  
and includes all-you-can-eat pancakes, choice of ham 
or sausage, fruit, juice, coffee.  The cost of breakfast 
is adults $7, kids ages 6-10 $4, and kids 5 and under 
free.

Sons of Norway Haarfager Lodge #40 
to meet Feb. 1

VIRGINIA – The Sons of Norway Haarfager 
Lodge #40 will meet at Thursday, Feb. 1 at 5:30 
p.m. in the Virginia City Hall Club Room.  Crazy 
Dice will be played, so members are asked to bring 
wrapped gifts.  The evening’s serving committee 
includes Elaine Edwardson, Pat Sleeman and Sharon 
Crep.  Anyone interested in Norwegian culture and 
heritage is welcome to attend.

Dr. Matthew Holmes to present 
“Colorectal cancer: Catch it early to 
reduce your risk” Feb. 15

COOK-Matthew Holmes, MD with Scenic Rivers 
Health Services, will provide information  related to 
the importance of colorectal screenings and how it 
is an essential tool in preventing colorectal cancer. 
Those 45 or older, should start getting screened for 
colorectal cancer.  The presentation is Thursday, Feb. 
15 at the Cook Community Center from 6-7 p.m.

According to the American Cancer Society, “Col-
orectal cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer 
death in men and women, yet it can often be prevent-
ed or found at an early stage, when it’s small and may 
be easier to treat, with regular screening.”

The presentation is brought to you by Cook Hos-
pital Needs Assessment-Education Workgroup. The 
education workgroup is a collaborative group of local 
agencies and community members that are interested 
in bringing educational opportunities to all members 
of the Cook area community related to health and 
wellbeing.

Embarrass Winter Festival Rescheduled
EMBARRASS - The Winter Festival, originally 

scheduled for Jan.20, has been postponed until Feb. 
17 from 11 a.m.  to 5 p.m. at the Timber Hall Event 
Center.   Festival activities will include making ig-
loos, sledding, skating, games, bonfires, s’mores and 
more. For more information on upcoming activities 
and events please call Sue Beaton at 218-750-2718 or 
suebeaton922@gmail.com.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Start your career with us today! 
The Cook Care Center has Full and Part Time  

Nursing Assistant positions available.  
 
Starting Wage:  
2024—$18.23 plus an additional $2.50 per hour increase 
for all hours worked (*grant funds) 
Experience pay provided for past work experience  
 
Shift Differentials: 
Afternoon—$0.75 
Midnight—$1.25 
Weekend—$1.10 
 
Competitive Benefits: Health, Dental, Vision, PTO, EIB 
 
PERA Retirement: Employee 6.5% / Employer 7.5% 
 
Sign on Bonus 
 
Every other weekend off 
 
Employee Discounts 
 
Free Onsite Fitness Center  
 
28 Private Resident Rooms 
 

 

For questions, contact: 
Stephanie Maki  

Chief Human Resources Officer 
218-666-6220 

smaki@cookhospital.org 
Apply Online Today  

 
The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

MEDICAL•DENTAL•BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

BIG FALLS•BIGFORK•COOK•EVELETH
FLOODWOOD•NORTHOME•TOWER

18775412817

WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

Registration now open for TedX 
Silver Lake – Crossing the Divide

COOK- The Cook Hospital has 
been awarded a three-year term of 
accreditation in mammography as 
the result of a recent review by the 
American College of Radiology 
(ACR). Mammography is a specif-
ic type of imaging test that uses a 
low-dose X-ray system to examine 
breasts. A mammography exam, 
called a mammogram, is used to aid 
in the early detection and diagnosis 
of breast diseases in women. 

The ACR gold seal of accredi-
tation represents the highest level of 
image quality and patient safety. It 
is awarded only to facilities meet-
ing ACR Practice Parameters and 
Technical Standards after a peer-re-

view evaluation by board-certified 
physicians and medical physicists 
who are experts in the field. Image 
quality, personnel qualifications, ad-
equacy of facility equipment, quali-
ty control procedures and quality as-
surance programs are assessed. The 
findings are reported to the ACR 
Committee on Accreditation, which 
subsequently provides the practice 
with a comprehensive report that 
can be used for continuous practice 
improvement.

The ACR, founded in 1924, is 
a professional medical society dedi-
cated to serving patients and society 
by empowering radiology profes-
sionals to advance the practice, sci-

ence and professions of radiological 
care. The college serves more than 
37,000 diagnostic/interventional 
radiologists, radiation oncologists, 
nuclear medicine physicians, and 
medical physicists with programs 
focusing on the practice of medi-
cal imaging and radiation oncology 
and the delivery of comprehensive 
health care services.

Event set for Friday, Feb. 24 at the Iron Trail Motors Event Center

Cook Hospital earns ACR accreditation

Arrowhead Transit hires a new maintenance director

Tom Johnson, Arrowhead Transit's new 
maintenance director.



REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING!  Perfect business opportunity 
waiting for your finishing touches! 4,800 sq ft bldg 
that can be made into anything you want and 
sits on 15+ acres with well and compliant septic. 
Located near Lake Vermilion, golf course, Cook 
and Arrowhead Snowmobile Trail. 
$275,000  MLS# 146139
ANGORA  6 BR, 1 BA country home located near 
Cook w/lots of potential! 53 acres w/Rice River 
frontage and large fields. Home features spacious 
kitchen, newer roof and maintenance free siding 
and some newer windows. Numerous
outbuildings. $249,900  MLS# 145930

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Ash River-Lots 2,4 and 10 in Bear Ridge on Ash River 
CIC. Each lot comes with shared community septic, 
shared water from central pumphouse and electric. 
These utilities already ran to each site. Private docks 
on 155 ft of shared shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo 
near lake with grill and 1/10 share of all common areas.
Buyck-$134,900 Year-round 2 BR, 1+ BA home 
on 5 acres with detached garage and storage shed 
(needs some TLC), compliant septic, drilled well, and 
nearly new furnace making this property a must see. 
MLS#146099
Gheen-$249,000 3 BR, 3/4 BA, 1,512 sq ft cabin with 
covered front porch, in-floor hot water heat, A/C and 
attached 1-car garage/bunk room on 40 acres 
surrounded by thousands of acres of public land. 
MLS#145680
Pickerel Lake, Effie-$108,000   3.10 acres with 404 ft 
of shoreline on Pickerel Lake with new electric service, 
sand point well, privy, storage shed, new roll-in dock, 
and camper. ATV routes are numerous in the Togo, 
Effie and Thistledew area. State and national forest give 
you public lands to explore and hunt. MLS#145887

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

LAKE VERMILION

See  ARCH...pg. 5
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Treating employees like one of the family

Making DREAMS a REALITY!

Andrea Zupancich - Broker
(218) 749-0159

Chessica Reichert - Agent
(763) 257-5080

info@zupnorth.com
www.zupnorth.com

Tower (218) 696-2008
415 Main St. Tower, MN

OVER 2,632
(AND COUNTING)

PROPERTIES SOLD!*

*Company Wide, Established 2009

RENTALS
Updated, Expanded 

Fleet of 2024 Models!
• Half / Full / Multi-Day Rentals

Available
• Connected to Thousands of
     Miles of Groomed Trails

        • Guided Excursions Available
  • Perfect for Your Next 

Company Event

JAYBEE TRAVEL

BOOK JAYBEETRAVEL.COM OR (218) 409-6188 

EXTENDED TOURS
Discover Charleston & 
Savannah
April 25-30, 2024
Minnesota History Tour
May 22-24, 2024
Washington DC
Sept 12-16, 2024
Fall New England 
Cruise 
Sept 28-Oct 5, 2024
Tour of Italy
Oct 13-22, 2024 (sold out)

Panama Canal Cruise
January 11-23, 2025
Alaskan Cruise
August 13-25, 2025

2024  
DAY TOURS
Jesus Christ Superstar 
Duluth | Feb 8
Menopause The Musical 2 
Duluth | Mar 6
The Lion King Musical
Minneapolis | Apr 14 (sold out)

SIX The Musical 
St. Paul | Jul 27
A Day at the MN State Fair 
St. Paul | Aug 26
Beautiful: Carole King Musical 
Chanhassen | Sep 7
Discover Bayfield, Wisconsin
Bayfield | Oct 5

LAKE VERMILION- 
When Greg “Arch” Archibald 
bought the Vermilion Club from 
Joanne and Ron Thibault 25 
years ago, he brought his gen-
erous spirit and lifelong expe-
rience running pizza shops to 
Lake Vermilion’s most popular 
and long-lived night spot. And 
“the VC” as it’s known to reg-
ulars, was hopping Saturday 
night as folks gathered for a cel-
ebration of Arch’s quarter cen-
tury at the helm.

Adding on a pizza kitchen 
to the already busy bar and fine 
dining restaurant, his business 
strategy was to keep everything 
he had loved about the place 
since he was a kid, who recalls 
enjoying visits to the VC after 
fishing or snowmobiling on Ver-
milion. 

“I never touched the main 
bar,” he said, “but we added 
on space in the kitchen, and 
built the pizza shop.” The bar 
décor leans towards Minnesota 
professional sports, especially 
hockey and football. And for 
Arch, a huge sports fan him-
self, signed photos and jerseys 
remind everyone of the joy of 
being a fan.

Archibald started working 
at Poor Gary’s Pizza in Virginia 
when he was still in high school 
and had operated his own pizza 
shop since he was 20.

“Been doing pizzas for 50 
years,” he said. Poor Gary’s 
pizzas at the VC are legendary, 
especially the Bamboozler, a 
24-inch wide slab boasting three 
square feet of cheesy goodness 
which is advertised to feed six 
to nine adults, or in my experi-

ence, three teenage boys.
“Arch is the best boss you 

could ever have,” said Talia 
Miko, a longtime VC staffer. 
“He is kind and giving. He is so 
good to his employees. We all 
love each other.”

Archibald oversees a staff 
of almost 30 in the summer 
and he credits his staff with the 
success of the business. But the 
feeling is clearly mutual and the 
proof is the dozens of staffers 
who have been working there 
year after year.

“If anyone says they don’t 
love Arch, then they just don’t 
know him,” said staffer Brandie 
Heidenway. “He’s absolutely 
one of the kindest people I’ve 

ever known.”
Heidenway said there are 

very few bosses that you’d rath-
er have sitting there while you 
are working a shift.

“He just brings the good 
times and good vibes with him. 
He makes it fun, and he makes 
sure we all know how much he 
appreciates us.”

“I’m there a lot,” said Ar-
chibald, though he admits he is 
often just sitting at the bar and 
talking with customers. Always 
in the same spot, a bar corner 
with a clear view of who is 
coming in, and who is already 
seated and who’s moving in and 
out of the large back room, with 
overflow tables and a stage for 

live music. The bar at the VC is 
a spot for the regulars, who are 
often seen on the same bar stool 
every time you come in.

At this point, his workday 
focuses on doing the paperwork, 
and as with any small business, 
fixing all the small and larger 
things that break or go wrong in 
a week. He is able to delegate 
most of the day-to-day man-
agement to longtime employees 
Talia Miko, Autumn Jacobson, 
and Chef Levi Anderson. Even 
so, he said he is quick to step in, 
even washing dishes, when they 
are short-staffed.

His philosophy is simple. 
“Treat your employees nicely,” 
he said. “There is no sense yell-

ing at people.”
He has overseen genera-

tions of employees, some of 
which include three genera-
tions. “It’s nice to keep employ-
ees who know what they are do-
ing. I always tease them that I 
can’t wait for their kids to come 
work for me, because I can tell 
them stories about their moms!”

Randy Johnson’s daugh-
ters Courtney and Whitney both 
worked at the Vermilion Club 
when they were growing up, 
and Courtney stayed on part-
time until she had her first child, 
who is now 12.

“Arch has already offered 

Greg “Arch” Archibald celebrates his 25th year as owner of the Vermilion Clubby JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Left: Arch and his team celebrated 
Halloween this past year as a team!
Above: Arch hosted a visit from Iron 
Range native  Matt Niskanen back in 
2018. submitted and file photos



From an 
early age, I 
recognized that 
my family was 
better off than 
some others 
and was aware 
of inequality 
between groups 
of people, as 
well. I ques-
tioned why that 
was and why 
we weren’t do-
ing something about it. 
That awareness came not 
from politics, but from 
church. I remember hear-
ing that children in other 
parts of the world didn’t 
have enough food, so they 

were hungry, 
malnourished, 
and often sick. 
When I went 
home, I asked 
my parents if 
that were true. 

When they 
confirmed it, I 
asked, “Then 
why aren’t we 
sending them 
food?” which 
morphed into 

my volunteering with hun-
ger issues in later years: 
Coordinating Loaves and 
Fishes dinners for 500 
people in Minneapolis 
with Quakers from vari-
ous meetings, waitressing 

for a free breakfast pro-
gram near my inner city 
home sponsored by a sub-
urban protestant church, 
helping out with free 
meals one Christmas in 
downtown Minneapolis, 
and, eventually, the help-
ing out and then managing 
the Ely Area Food Shelf. 
I love an interesting vari-
ety of good food and have 
never known food scarci-
ty, except when intention-
ally depriving myself for 
diets. I was empathetic 
about how hard it would 
be to have insufficient, 
poor quality food, know-
ing the detrimental effects 
on physical and mental 

health, as well as on the 
human spirit.

I offer that back-
ground, because it seems 
that I was a Democrat be-
fore I had any idea what 
that meant. It just made 
sense that we need to care 
for the good of everyone 
and look out especially 
for those who are least 
able to take care of them-
selves. My parents were 
Eisenhower Republicans. 
Although there were very 
few overt political discus-
sions in our house, know-
ing my parents’ values and 
their chosen activities, I 
know they would be Dem-
ocrats if they were alive 

today, so the origins of 
my own leanings are less 
mysterious. The current 
national Democratic party 
platform states, “Healing 
the soul of America means 
facing up to the deepest 
inequities in our society, 
from structural racism to 
misogyny to discrimina-
tion against people with 
disabilities, and enacting 
ambitious measures to fix 
them.” I’m all in with that.

In my late 30’s, I was 
introduced to Quakerism, 
and felt like I had found 
a spiritual home after 
many years of alternately 
“trying on” churches and 
giving up the search. I 

was definitely joining the 
concerned choir of voices 
speaking up for equality, 
social justice, peace, and 
non-violence. My values 
were affirmed, and my 
education expanded re-
garding political activism. 
Given their small numbers 
in the U.S. and the world, 
Quakers have been inor-
dinately involved in and 
providing leadership for 
movements concerning 
human rights, so I was ex-
posed to outstanding indi-
vidual and organizational 
role models.
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BETTY
FIRTH

See  TALK...pg. 5

Stauber takes 
credit for others’ 
work

Pete Stauber opposed 
spending money to fix our 
roads, like the crumbling 
Blatnik bridge.  Maybe he 
thought the bridge fairy 
would come and fix it along 
with the other unsafe bridg-
es in the Eighth District, but 
I have my doubts.  He then 
voted to shut down the gov-
ernment so it wouldn’t be 
able to do things like fix our 
roads, and I put my finger on 
it: He doesn’t care about us.  

Is he willing to be hon-
est about opposing road and 
bridge repairs?  Well, that’s 
a solid no because immedi-
ately, after the Biden admin-
istration announced it would 
be fixing the Blatnik bridge, 
there was Pete Stauber tak-
ing credit for another thing 
he not only didn’t do, but 
actually tried to stop no less 
than two times.  We’ve all 
worked with someone who 
sits around doing nothing and 
then when the boss is around 
takes credit for something 
you and your friends worked 
hard to finish.  That is who 
Pete Stauber is: The do-noth-
ing employee lying to the 
boss at the expense of his 
co-workers.  Well, at work 
we may have to put up with 
that guy, but here, we’re the 
boss.  The taxpayers deserve 
better than an employee who 
smiles, takes credit for other 
people’s work and treats us 
like we’re stupid.  Stauber 
needs to be fired asap.

Kelly Dahl
Linden Grove 
Township  

A shady legacy
The revelation in last 

week’s Timberjay about the 
misuse of federal Fish and 
Wildlife Service grants by 
the Department Natural Re-
sources, while shocking and 
likely criminal, should sur-
prise no one.  DNR Forestry 
has a shady legacy that goes 
back into the mists of time. 
In my experience in observ-
ing DNR timber policy as an 
interested citizen, timber ex-
traction usually wins, mon-
ey talks and sound science 
walks. 

If it turns out that fees 
from hunting and fishing li-
censes were also misused 
in this scheme, that should 
make every sportsman angry.

If these allegations turn 
out to be true, there should 
indeed be consequences for 
managers and the depart-
ment. 

I’m interested to hear 
what our local state and fed-
eral representatives have to 
say in response to these alle-
gations.

Tim McKenzie
Ely

Required radon 
testing would save 
lives

In St. Louis County, a 
home seller cannot sell and 
a buyer cannot buy a rural 
property that does not pass a 
septic inspection in order to 
provide a report showing the 
condition of the septic at the 
time of purchase.  Should the 
septic come in failing then 
parties can decide who pays 
for it or cancel.  In St. Louis 
County, a title company will 
not allow a seller to sell or a 
buyer to buy unless the septic 
system is either compliant or 
has a plan to become compli-
ant agreed to by both parties. 

The law is necessary to 

keep septic systems and peo-
ple healthy.  So, even though 
very few may die from expo-
sure to a bad septic, sellers 
cannot sell and title compa-
nies will not close until there 
is a solution and a compliant 
system is in place.

Cut to Radon:
In St. Louis County, 

there is currently NO MAN-
DATE for a seller or buyer 
to have a radon test done 
prior to closing even though 
known deaths every year oc-
cur in our state due to radon 
poisoning. The rule is that 
sellers must disclose any ra-
don tests if they’ve had one 
but most have not and would 
rather not discuss a high level 
test result so they might not 
test ahead of selling. 

The MDH has left it an 
option for buyers who lately, 
due to market conditions, are 
even sometimes discouraged 
from having a radon test tak-
en in the home they’re con-
sidering. Sellers could sell to 
others while the buyer waits 
for a test result. A large per-
centage of buyers over the 
last few years have opted 
for no test. Once buyers are 
in the new house, there’s no 
smell, no indications of ra-
don and any fear goes away. 
I believe a big reason radon 
deaths continue to occur is 
that no one is MANDATED 
to have a test done prior to 
closing.

There seems to be a sim-
ple solution: Require radon 
tests to be completed and 
radon levels detected PRI-
OR to closing. Either buyer 
or seller or both can pay, but 
don’t leave it up to the buyers 
who “don’t have a chance” 
against radon in a home.  

Please share any thoughts 
as to why this should not be a 
new mandate for home sales.

I really believe lives will 
be saved.

Jerry Pfremmer
Gilbert

COMMENTARY

 Editorial

By overturning the Chevron deference, 
justices seek power without accountability

The conservative activ-
ists on the U.S. Supreme Court 
appear eager to take an axe to 
one of the most important and 
widely-cited legal precedents in 
American jurisprudence using a  
case involving herring fisherman 
as pretext.

The case itself involves the 
relatively minor question of who 
should pay for federal inspectors 
who ride aboard fishing vessels 
to ensure compliance with reg-
ulations. But it appears the ac-
tivists on the court are ready to 
use the case to go far beyond the 
question at hand to wipe away a 
much more consequential prec-
edent, stemming from a case 
known as Chevron USA v. Natu-
ral Resources Defense Council. 

Overturning the legal apple 
cart, unfortunately, has become 
a pattern with the current Su-
preme Court, and it’s contrary 
to the longstanding tradition of 
what’s known as judicial mod-
esty, which calls for judges to 
limit their rulings to the narrow 
questions laid out in any partic-
ular case. The majority on the 
current high court has a clear po-
litical and policy agenda and it’s 
been selecting cases for years as 
pretexts to overturn longstanding 
precedent and federal laws they 
oppose on ideological grounds. 
The case of the herring fishermen 
is just the latest example.

The Chevron ruling, which 
was the unanimous decision of 
a Republican-dominated court 
in 1984, held that courts should 
give executive branch agencies 
at least a modicum of deference 
when they make decisions or set 
regulations or policies based on 
their understanding of the some-
times ambiguous laws passed by 
Congress. Essentially, the court 
found that if federal agencies 
had based their actions on a rea-
sonable reading of the language 
passed by Congress and signed 
by the President, the courts have 
no business second-guessing 
those decisions. That’s judicial 
modesty.

Back in the 1980s, when 
federal agencies were run by 
Republican presidents whose 
decisions were often challenged 
by more liberal groups, conser-
vatives loved the Chevron prec-
edent, which has now been cited 
in more than 15,000 lower court 
decisions on a vast range of is-
sues. But times have changed. A 
Republican has won the popular 
vote for president just once in 
the past 35 years and the federal 
agencies under Democratic pres-
idents have become modestly 
more aggressive in trying to reg-
ulate the abuses of big business. 
Which means Chevron doesn’t 

serve corporate interests like it 
used to. 

The current high court has 
already taken some swipes at 
Chevron over a series of cases 
but based on questions and com-
ments from several of the conser-
vative justices in oral arguments 
last week, it appears they may be 
ready to throw the whole thing 
out. The only question is whether 
they can muster a majority to do 
so.

The current argument for 
undoing Chevron, which is that 
Congress, rather than federal bu-
reaucrats, should determine the 
intricacies of federal regulations, 
is disingenuous at best. Congress 
can barely pass a budget much 
less craft the fine details of feder-
al regulations. Since the nation’s 
founding, Congress has passed 
legislation that set broad goals 
and delegated much of the detail 
of implementing those goals to 
the executive branch, which is 
expected to employ individuals 
with expertise in the subject mat-
ter at issue. 

The reality is that wiping 
away Chevron won’t restore au-
thority to Congress, quite the 
opposite. Eliminating Chevron 
shifts power exactly where cor-
porate America wants to see it 
today, to conservative federal 
judges, who could now have 
carte blanche to substitute their 
own views for those of federal 
agencies. Unlike the federal bu-
reaucrats, the judges who may 
ultimately now be tasked with 
deciding complex regulatory 
cases, involving everything from 
nuclear power plants to food 
safety, may well have little or 
no knowledge or background in 
the subject matter at issue. And, 
unlike the bureaucrats, judges 
aren’t subject to being hauled 
before Congress for grilling if 
members don’t agree with how 
they’re interpreting federal law. 
Agency officials, while they may 
not be elected, are accountable 
both to their executive branch 
supervisors, as well as members 
of Congress.

The justices who sit on the 
Supreme Court, by contrast, are 
accountable to no one. They’re 
appointed for life and, as we’ve 
learned in recent months, they 
are happily accepting hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in gifts 
from wealthy benefactors, gifts 
that would land any Washington 
bureaucrat or member of Con-
gress in a federal penitentiary 
for years. Unaccountable is the 
virtual definition of a Supreme 
Court justice. Which makes their 
potential power grab over Chev-
ron all the more troubling. 

Judicial power grab?
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As the political divide 
has widened, polariza-
tion increased, and rea-
sonable limits on rhetoric 
and untruthfulness have 
disappeared, the need for 
reasoned, thoughtful, re-
spectful discussion has 
accelerated. How do we 
do that if the parties in-
volved are not willing to 
come to the table? How 
do we move forward if 
there is only a one-sided 
discussion about possible 
change? The decades-long 
standoff between Israel 
and Palestine is a prime 
example, which has es-
calated into even more 
dreadful results recently.

Human dissension has 
hardly been newly-created 
in this political era. We 
humans have been argu-
ing since we invented a 
language to do so, and no 
doubt argued nonverbal-
ly before that, using rude 
gestures and leaving an-
gry pictographs on caves. 
We have fought others to 
protect our lives, families, 
and property. With our be-
liefs in individual rights, 
freedoms, and indepen-
dence, we certainly are 
bound to argue or fight, 
even to the death, for that 
which we believe in. How 
can we manage to come 
together in civility, bring-
ing our better selves to 
work together to build and 
maintain our country and 

our communities?
A friend made the 

point that we do manage to 
do that in Ely when there 
is a need. When individu-
als or organizations need 
the community to step up 
their support during tough 
times, we are there. We are 
not asking who someone 
voted for or if they cheer 
for the same sports team 
when they are buried un-
der medical bills. We have 
about 50 nonprofits in Ely, 
and we manage somehow 
to keep them all going 
with a commendable level 
of volunteerism and lead-
ership. We know how to 
pull together, so what gets 
in our way when it comes 
to discussing differences 
in perspectives concerning 
issues dear to our hearts 
and minds? What are the 
obstacles preventing our 
listening to and learning 
from each other? What 
is going on in our town 
and our country that we 
feel we have to dig in our 
heels, determined to shout 
louder than those who dis-
sent from our beliefs with 
our metaphorical fingers 
in our ears?

A newly-formed 
group in town, the Ely 
Alliance with Braver An-
gels, is seeking some an-
swers to those questions. 
There are other trainings 
about improving com-
munication, such as the 

Alternatives to Violence 
Project (AVP) and Com-
passionate Communica-
tion, but the national orga-
nization of Braver Angels 
(originally named Better 
Angels) has a specific 
mission to “bring Amer-
icans together to bridge 
the partisan divide and 
strengthen our democratic 
republic.” Their literature 
explains that the aim is to 
try to understand the other 
side’s point of view, even 
if we don’t agree with it. 
By engaging those we 
disagree with, we look 
for common ground and 
ways to work together 
rather than demonizing, 
dismissing, or stereotyp-
ing them. Activities can 
include workshops, skills 
training, debates, in-depth 
discussions about public 
policies, and socializing 
through potlucks, book 
clubs, etc. 

So far in Ely, two 
gatherings have happened 
to explain the purpose 
and procedures of Braver 
Angels. The second meet-
ing, held January 18th, 
was a workshop intro-
ducing specific skills for 
effective, open-minded 
listening. Effective com-
munication requires good 
listening skills, as well 
as patience, and those 
skills can be practiced and 
learned. Genuine curiosi-
ty is another attribute that 

makes the whole process 
more interesting and fruit-
ful: “Tell me more about 
your thinking on that!” It 
doesn’t hurt to hone up 
these skills to use in our 
personal relationships!

Participants have 
identified themselves 
as more red-leaning or 
blue-leaning (or some 
shade of purple), and the 
the hope is to have a good 
balance of people repre-
senting different sides of 
issues. At the Ely gather-
ings, there have been con-
siderably more blue-lean-
ing participants, and the 
invitation is wide open for 
red-leaning people (and 
everyone else) to join in 
with their views and their 
hopes for our community 
and our democracy. 

Abraham Lincoln said 
during the heartbreak of 
the Civil War, when even 
members of some fam-
ilies were pitted against 
each other, “We are not 
enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. 
Though passion may 
have strained, it must not 
break our bonds of affec-
tion. The mystic chords of 
memory…will yet swell 
the chorus of the Union 
when again touched, as 
surely they will be, by the 
better angels of our na-
ture.”

  

Evangelicals
baffling love affair 
with Trump

In light of the “God Made 
Trump” insanity floating around 
social media, where Donald 
Trump is actually being touted 
as the ‘chosen one’, almost a 
‘second coming’, I’ve stumbled 
across yet another Facebook 
posting that says it all and needs 
to be shared. Again, with apolo-
gies to the originator of the post, 
I’ll repeat it here... “Satan’s best 
work was being able to con-
vince evangelicals that a racist 
who makes fun of handicapped 
people and dead soldiers, calls 
POW’s ‘losers’, gropes women 
(and brags about it), incites vio-
lence, and almost NEVER tells 
the truth, was sent here by God.”  
In what alternate universe could 
that possibly be true? I defy the 
evangelicals, or anyone else, to 
point out even ONE Christian 
character trait in this man.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

Minnesota must 
have clean govern-
ment for clean water

Without question, the grow-
ing scarcity of healthy drinking 
water will affect everyone. Ap-

proximately two thirds of the 
world’s population will face 
water shortages by 2025. Local-
ly, the University of Minnesota 
in 2012 warned state leaders 
that demand will soon exceed 
supply and that “the state would 
need to reduce water consump-
tion by 35 percent over the next 
25 years just to stay at today’s 
level of use.”

Sadly, state government 
did nothing. And now, we are 
confronted with a serious cri-
sis. Specifically, foreign min-
ing conglomerates with highly 
questionable reputations are 
seeking to mine in northern 
Minnesota for valuable minerals 
including copper, nickel, titani-
um, and platinum.

However, this type of min-
ing, known as sulfide mining, is 
highly risky because it involves 
a process that releases acids 
and toxic metals into water that 
remain there for hundreds of 
years. This includes mercury, 
arsenic, lead, and cadmium. 

Current mining laws were 
designed for iron ore and are 
totally inadequate for sulfide 
mining. In July 2019, 18 DFL 
legislators led by Senator John 
Marty wrote a detailed letter to 
Governor Walz outlining their 
concerns with the PolyMet proj-
ect.

The letter stated that the 
process was “flawed” and pos-

sibly, “rigged,” that the liabil-
ity assigned to PolyMet was 
a “sham,” that Glencore was 
“irresponsible,” and that the 
storage basin designed to hold 
highly toxic waste to prevent it 
from flowing into the BWCA 
and Lake Superior was totally 
unacceptable. The legislators 
recommended a moratorium un-
til new laws and standards could 
be imposed.

On Aug. 12, Gov. Walz, in 
an interview with MinnPost, 
gushed his agreement with the 
contents of the letter and gave 
his full assurance that he was 
fully onboard with their con-
cerns and promised:

“The only way this gets 
built is if it gets built right” and 
added: “it’s my job to make sure 
we do.”

But, from this date forward 
nothing transpired: no legisla-
tive hearings, no updating of an-
tiquated laws, no reforms. 

Simply, our elected officials 
chose to ignore dire warnings 
including the findings of the 
DNR consultant who stated that 
the safety storage system was 
“inherently unstable and irre-
sponsible and that it “will even-
tually fail.” He concludes by 
calling it a “Hail Mary.”

In addition, they ignored 
the warnings of their own leg-
islative colleagues who wrote 
that Glencore has “structured 

the financing so they would get 
their profits first from the mine 
and then wash their hands of 
the problem,” thereby leaving 
the Minnesota taxpayer on the 
hook. 

This is a far cry from “The 
only way this gets built is if it 
gets built right”.

Instead of protecting the 
public, legislative leaders di-
rected the building of massive 
caucus fundraising machines 
that raised over $26.5 million 
or some $130,000 per incum-
bent for the 2020 legislative 
campaigns. This staggering sum 
did not come from neighbor-
hood coffee parties but rather 
the monied interests who are 
granted very special favors by 
the Legislature, including be-
ing able to shape legislation. 
This is a finding of a University 
of Minnesota study released in 
May 2021. The report conclud-
ed: “Money matters at the Min-
nesota Legislature.”

This is popularly known as 
“influence peddling.” It is total-
ly corrupt and it involves both 
parties. 

And then consider this find-
ing by the United States Depart-
ment of Justice in May of 2022 
following Glencore’s guilty plea 
and a fine of $1.1 billion: “The 
scope of the criminal bribery 
scheme is staggering. Glen-
core paid bribes to secure oil 

contracts. Glencore paid bribes 
to avoid government audits. 
Glencore bribed judges to make 
lawsuits disappear. At bottom, 
Glencore paid bribes to make 
money- hundreds of millions 
of dollars. And it did it with the 
approval, and even encourage-
ment, of its executives.” 

There is no wall of vir-
tue protecting Minnesota. Our 
drinking water and so much 
of our land for fishing, hunt-
ing, camping, vacationing is at 
stake. The public is fully enti-
tled to know why the silence, 
why the broken promises and 
inaction on vital reforms, and 
why are we doing business with 
a corrupt company? Gov. Walz 
and our elected officials must 
tell us: If it is not money, then 
what is it?

Arne H. Carlson
Retired GOP Governor
Lake City

Tom Berkelman.                
Retired DFL legislator               

Janet Entzel
Retired DFL legislator
Minneapolis

Duke Skorich
President, Zenith 
Research Group, Duluth

Courtney’s kids jobs,” 
Johnson said.

While some parents 
might have had qualms 
about their teenage daugh-
ters working at a bar, 
Johnson said they trusted 
Arch because of the way 
he treated his employees. 
And while they worked 
hard during their shifts, 
he would give them time 
to have fun after the cus-
tomers had mostly left, 
especially if a band was 
playing on the weekend.

Danielle (Young) 
Rossini remembered how 
Arch was there when she 
was going through one of 
the toughest times in her 
life. “He was the first one 
to help,” she said. Rossi-
ni started working at the 
VC when she was 14, be-
fore Archibald took over. 
“And I’m glad I stayed,” 
she said.

Levi Anderson has 
overseen the kitchen for 
16 years. This kind of lon-
gevity isn’t often seen in 
the dining business, but 

Anderson echoed the sen-
timents of the rest of the 
staff. “He’s the best boss,” 
Anderson said. “That’s 
why I’m still here.”

Archibald has given 
Anderson control of the 
kitchen, letting him design 
a menu with offerings for 
all tastes with a focus on 
local favorites and house 
specialties. Anderson says 
their prime rib is some of 
the best you will see any-
where. And his teenage 
daughters have started 
taking some shifts wash-
ing dishes in the kitchen, 
because as you can tell, 
the VC is a place where 
families work together.

Line cook Josh Kesler 
has been working in the 
kitchen for eight years and 
loves being part of the VC 
team, as does his co-work-
er Ellie Frazee. They said 
Arch treats them like he 
was their father or grand-
father.

Archibald is also 
known as a huge supporter 
of his community, which 

stretches from Tower 
across Lake Vermilion to 
Cook. He is a generous 
supporter of area events, 
fundraisers, volunteer 
groups like the fire depart-
ment and area snowmo-
bile clubs, and community 
events.

“Our community is so 
important,” he said. 

Celebrating
The VC was busier 

than usual on Saturday 
night as folks turned out 
to celebrate Arch’s mile-
stone, and partake of the 
cupcakes, cookies, spa-
ghetti and alfredo in the 
back room, along with 
drink specials all night.

Sheila Mosher was 
up snowmobiling with 
her husband. Growing 
up in Tower, the VC was 
the spot she went to meet 
friends, hear great music, 
and have a good time.

And while tourists 
and summer residents 
make up a good portion of 
the customers in the sum-

mer, it is the locals that 
give the place its person-
ality.

‘It feels like coming 
home here,” said Randy 
Johnson. “You know ev-
erybody.”

Above: Arch with 
Brandie Heidenway at 
the Tower Parade.
Above right: John 
Aaron and Audrey 
enjoyed specially-
decorated cupcakes at 
the party. 
Right: Arch with 
Autumn Jacobson and 
Talia Miko. 

photos by J. Summit and 
submitted



TOWER- Get ready for some 
outdoor winter fun as part of the 
Finlander Bocce Ball tournament 
on Saturday, Jan. 27 starting at 
9 a.m. The event will be held at 
Your Boat Club Lake Vermilion 
Marina.

The games will be played 
with wooden disks on lanes 
plowed on the ice of the East Two 
River.

All teams must be pre-reg-
istered by 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 25. All teams must be two 

men and two women, 18 years of 
age or older. Sign up at Good Ol’ 
Days, D’Erick’s, Benchwarmers, 

or Fuel and Food in Tower. You 
may also contact Jolene Mroszak 
218-255-2131 or tseventsboard@

gmail.com with your team infor-
mation.

Cost to play is $15/person, 
with cash payouts to the top four 
winning teams. Payment must be 
made before playing starts on the 
day of the event.

The Vermilion Weiner Cruis-
er will be on site serving from 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m.

The event is sponsored by 
the Tower-Soudan Events Board.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Feb. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Week of Jan. 29 FUN ON THE ICE

PUBLIC SAFETY

MORE FUN ON THE ICE

TSHS weekly winner
TOWER-  The Week 

26 Charlemagne’s 52 
Club Winner of a $100 
cash prize is Shane Drift 
of Mt. Iron. 

History Tidbit: Did 
you know the Coach Car 
81 is the perfect backdrop 
for portraits, dinners, 
ceremonies, receptions, 
birthday parties, anni-
versary gatherings or 
business meetings. It’s 
also a great venue for 
game nights, bridge clubs, 
lectures, club meetings, 
seminars, and more. 
Featuring a restored vin-
tage interior with original 
woodwork and antiques, 
the Coach Car 81 main-
tains its original character 
while offering modern 
amenities such as air 
conditioning and special 
lighting.  Capacity: 1- 40 
guests. Available to rent 
May 1 through Oct. 1.

Bookmobile stops
 REGIONAL- The 

Arrowhead Bookmobile 
will be in the Tower-Sou-
dan area on Wednesdays:  
Feb. 14, March 6 and 27, 
Apr 17, May 8 and 29, Jul 
10 and 31, Aug 21, Sept. 
11, Oct. 2 and 23, Nov. 
13, and Dec. 4, 2024.

Stops include: Britt 
(Sand Lake Storage): 
9 - 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte 
(Boys & Girls Club): 
11 - 11:30  a.m.; Green-
wood (Town Hall): 12 – 1 
p.m.; Soudan (Post Office 
area): 2:30 - 3:30  p.m.; 
Tower (Civic Center): 
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.; and Em-
barrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy 
21): 5 – 6 p.m. 

For more information 
on the Bookmobile or 
Mail-A-Book services, 
contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.
info, or website at alslib.
info.

Book donations 
needed for 
elementary school 
book swap event

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary 
PTO is holding a book 
swap for students to 
celebrate “I Love to Read 
Month” in February. We 
want every child to go 
home with a book they 
love. The community is 
invited to donate gen-
tly-used children’s books. 
Books may be dropped 
off in the school office 
during the week of Jan. 
29 - Feb. 2 between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Finlander bocce ball tournament set for Jan. 27

TOWER- St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church in Tower is hosting 
a Mardi Gras celebration on Fri-
day, Feb. 9. Fun for the whole 
family begins at 5 p.m. and 
goes until 8:30 p.m. It’s an open 
house style event – come when 
you want and stay as long as you 
want! There will be an evening 
of fun for all ages.

For children there will be 
an activity area just for them: 

games, art projects; kid’s-only 
bingo at 6:30 p.m.; breaking of 
the pinata will be at 7:45 p.m. As 
always, no charge for kids to par-
ticipate in these activities

For adults a Cribbage Tour-
nament begins, at 5:45 p.m. You 
must sign up your team by Feb. 
4. Cost is $10 per participant and 
the winning team takes home 
half of the money collected; adult 
Bingo begins at 6 p.m Cost is $5 

for 10 games and prizes include 
gift certificates/gift cards for lo-
cal businesses.

The cash bar will be open 
from 5 – 7 p.m. There will be 
bucket raffles (with items for 
adults and kids), silent auction, a 
50/50 cash drawing, and a meat 
raffle. Winners announced at 8 
p.m.

You can’t have a Mardi Gras 
celebration without food. There 

will be much to choose from 
– jambalaya, chili, a variety of 
appetizers, and several desserts. 
The cost is a freewill offering. 
Everyone is welcome to attend 
this evening of fun and great 
food before the start of Lent.

TOWER- The Tower Area 
Ambulance Service (TAAS)had 
a total of 524 runs in 2023, which 
included 486 911-calls and 38 
non-emergency transfers. This 
was comparable to the call num-
bers in 2021 with 489 911-calls 
and 37 transfers, and up from 
2022 which had 439 911-calls 
and 61 transfers.

EMT Steve Freshour went 
on 425 of these calls, and ambu-
lance service director EMT Dena 
Suihkonen did 214 calls. Other 
EMTs with over 10 calls were 
D. Boettcher with 42, Ari Picard 
with 13, Jake Schmidt with 19, 
Gabby Suihkonen with 45, and 
Matt Tuchel with 32.

Shawn Gawboy was the 
busiest EMR with 133 calls, 
Hemi Ranua had 45 calls, Terry 
Joki-Martin with 49, and am-
bulance assistant director Kar-
in Schultz had 45. Other EMRs 
with at least 10 calls were Steve 
Burgess with 15, Robert Dicas-
mirro with 32, Olivia Haavisto 
with 16, Jessie Hinkel with 41, 
and Steve Peterson with 12. The 
service had 10 active EMTs and 
14 active EMRs on the service in 
2023.

The service had 59 ALS-in-
tercept calls (average of 1.1 per 
week), where paramedics from 

either Virginia or Ely provided 
advanced care, and 4 air medi-
cal transports. Essentia-Virgin-
ia was the destination for 161 
calls, Cook Hospital for 59, 
Ely-Bloomenson for 42. There 
were 83 calls where the patient 
was treated in place and not 
transported, and 78 calls that 
were either canceled or required 
no treatment.

The city of Tower was the lo-
cation for 125 calls, followed by 
98 calls on the Bois Forte Reser-
vation, 63 at Fortune Bay, 49 in 
Breitung, 45 in Greenwood, 18 
in Embarrass, 25 in Vermilion 
Lake Township, 16 in Kugler, 20 

in Eagles Nest, and others that 
originated at Essentia Virginia, 
Cook Hospital, Ely-Bloomen-
son, Scenic Rivers, and 18 mu-
tual aid calls.

Injuries were the largest rea-
sons for calls (102), followed by 
sickness (75), pain/bleeding (43), 
chest pain/cardiac (62), behavo-
rial/psych (26), alcohol/drugs 
(25), respiratory issues (27), 
stroke (15), motor vehicle acci-
dent (34), and fewer than 10 calls 
each for diabetic issues, allergic 
reactions, STEMI, snowmobile 
accidents, water accidents, and 
fire injuries. There were 33 as-
sist, 38 transfers, and 10 events 

where the ambulance provided 
stand-by service.

The busiest months were 
June, July, September, and De-
cember. The slowest months 
were January, February, and No-
vember.

The ambulance service re-
ceived on-site assistance from the 
Breitung Police, Tower Fire, For-
tune Bay EMS, Eagles Nest Fire/
EMS, Greenwood Fire/EMS, Ely 
Area Ambulance, Pike-Sandy 
Britt, St. Louis County Sheriff, 
Virginia Fire/Ambulance, Air 
Medical, Vermilion Lake Fire/
EMS, Ely Fire Department, Bois 
Forte BIA, and other EMS and 
police agencies.

The service currently has 
two rigs. The newer 2019 GMC 
4500 has been in service for four 
years and has a total of 77,793 
miles, with 16,712 miles driven 
in 2023. This rig is rated as good 
condition. The older 2013 GMC 
4500 has been in service for 10 
years, and has 121,675 miles, 
with 3,502 driven in 2023. This 
rig is rated in less than fair con-
dition. The service drove 6,748 
in transfer miles in 2023 for 38 
runs.

Tower Ambulance ends year with 524 runs

St. Martin’s hosting Mardi Gras celebration on Feb. 9

Above: Ethan and Harper Olson take a snack break after some time 
on the just-opened skating rink in Soudan.
Right: Ivy and Lilly Russell, along with Zaija Schroeder were among 
the first few kids to try out the ice this year.

The Soudan Skating Rink is now open for the season. The warming 
shack will be open, weather-permitting, after school and on 
weekends. Snacks and pizza will usually be available when the 
warming shack is open. photos by S. Ukkola



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey 
St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, 712 S. Central 
Ave., Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-2 pm

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday
Group community 

educational lunch gather-
ing meets every Tuesday 
at noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who 
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 
Tuesday Group is now on 
winter holiday hiatus.

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

Jan. 30: Meet New 
Elyites

Feb. 6: Learning 
About Lynx with Taylor 
Brannock 

Feb. 13: Under-
standing and managing 
stress with Sharon Gilbert.

In Brief

Support groups

HEALTH CARE

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2024

the moon dropping temps 
and lighting up the night sky

soon a warming trend

CURTAIN CALLS

EBCH trustees 
complete training

Ely Public Library 
ELY- The library’s new pro-

gram for adults, the Curiosity Co-
hort, will meet on Thursday, Feb. 
1, from 1-2:30 p.m. The topic 
will be making homemade truf-
fles. The program this month will 
be part demonstration, and part 
hands-on participation, on how 
to make chocolate truffles. Please 
register in advance so the library 
can order enough materials for all 
who attend. 

Preschool Storytime is held 
every Friday from 10:30-11 a.m. 
All library events are at the Ely 
Public Library at 224 E. Chap-
man St., unless otherwise noted. 

Babbitt Public Library 
BABBITT- The Reading 

Wonderland Winter Reading Pro-
gram is holding a coloring contest 
for adults. Entries will be accept-
ed through Feb. 29. Pick up a 
coloring page at the library. Use 
colored pencils only. Prizes will 
be awarded for the best picture. 

The library invites patrons 
to have a blind date with a book. 
Read a wrapped mystery date 
book, rate it on the provided 
scorecard, and return the score-
card to be entered into a drawing 
for prizes. The blind dates start on 
Feb. 1 and end on Feb. 29.

The library is holding a 
sealed bid auction as a fundrais-
er. Bidding starts on Friday, Jan. 
26 and ends on Thursday, Feb. 
8. If you want to bid on an item, 
write your bid amount, name, and 
phone number on a piece of pa-
per. Place it in a sealed envelope 
and give it to the library staff. The 
library reserves the right to reject 

any or all bids.
The library will host live en-

tertainment featuring Gerry Mea-
ley, on Thursday, Feb. 8, starting 
at 2 p.m.

Preschool Storytime is held 
every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 
All library events are at the Bab-
bitt Public Library at 71 South 
Drive unless otherwise noted. 

Ely Climate Group
ELY- If you missed the Jan. 9 

meeting on heat pumps that work 
in Minnesota, the Ely Climate 
Group has posted the presentation 
on its new YouTube channel—
search on “Ely Climate Group” 
to see the recording. Links to the 
recording and a pdf summary of 
the heat pump can also be found 
at the group’s webpage, at ely-
minnesota.com/elyclimate. 

Ely Ice Rink 
ELY- The rec center ice rink 

is now open. Depending on the 
weather, the rink will have an at-
tendant and the bathrooms will be 
open Monday through Friday, 3-8 
p.m.; Saturday, noon-8 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 1-6 p.m. Check the city’s 
Facebook page or ely.mn.us/ rec-
center for closures due to adverse 
weather. 

Ely Ice Arena 
ELY- The Ely Ice Arena on 

the Ely School District campus 
is open for skating on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays, from 
1:30-2:30 p.m. through March 4, 
except when school is closed for 
holidays. To see an entire sched-
ule and to register for this no-cost 
activity, go to ely.k12.mn.us/

communityed. 

Northern Lakes Concert 
Series on Jan. 27

ELY- The inaugural concert 
of the Northern Lakes Arts Asso-
ciation’s concert series features 
the extraordinary percussion 
skills of Zack Baltich, a phenom-
enal artist who attended school 
here in Ely, alongside author Alec 
Osthoff, another Ely Memorial 
High School graduate. The con-
cert is scheduled for Jan. 27 at 6 
p.m. at the Vermilion Fine Arts 
Theater, 1900 E. Camp St. Tick-
ets are available at northernlake-
sarts.org/programs - then click 
the calendar for Jan. 27. 

Polka Party! 
ELY- The Ely Senior Center 

is throwing a Polka Party on Sat-
urday, Jan. 27, starting at noon. 
The cost is $15 which includes a 
Polish-themed lunch and an after-
noon of polka with live music. 

Estate Planning 
ELY- Ely Community Educa-

tion is offering a class on Estate 
Planning on Wednesday, Jan. 31, 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Ely 
Public School Media Center. En-
ter through the middle door (door 
No. 1), into the new addition and 
turn right after the double doors. 
The media center is on the right 
across from the new gym. The 
class is free. To register, go to 
ely.k12.mn.us/communityed and 
click on the red registration bar. 

Jazz Concert 
ELY- The second Northern 

Lakes Arts Association’s concert 
is the Big Time Jazz Orchestra, 
on Friday, Feb. 2, from 7-9 p.m., 
in Washington Auditorium, 600 
E. Harvey St., on the Ely School 
District Campus. Enter through 
the middle door (door No. 1), into 
the new addition and turn right af-
ter the double doors. The audito-
rium is at the end of the hallway. 
Tickets are $25, $20 for NLAA 
members, $15 for students, $10 
for kids 12 and under. 

Pierogies 
ELY- Ely Community Edu-

cation is offering a class on mak-
ing pierogies on Saturday, Feb. 
3, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the 
Ely Senior Center. Cost is $34. 
To register, go to ely.k12.mn.us/
communityed and click on the red 
registration bar. 

CPR/AED Training
WINTON- The Winton Com-

munity Center, 102 Main St., will 
be the site of two American Heart 
Association Heartsaver CPR-
AED first-aid classes on Sunday, 
Feb. 4 and Saturday, March 23. 
Each class will be from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Class sizes are capped at 
21 participants. The Heartsaver 
training includes basic first aid, 
CPR, automated external defibril-
lator use, and choking response 
for adults, children, and infants. 
Cost is $75. Call 218-235-4016 
to sign up for either class.

Film Festival 
ELY-The Ely Film Festival 

returns to Ely’s Historic State 
Theater on Feb. 8-11. Buy tickets 
at elyfilmfest. com/buy-tickets. 

R E G I O N A L - 
Ely-Bloomenson Com-
munity Hospital trustees 
John Saw and Barb So-
derberg were among the 
16 hospital trustees across 
the state recognized by the 
Minnesota Hospital Asso-
ciation (MHA) for their 
successful completion of 
MHA’s rigorous and com-
prehensive trustee cer-
tification program. This 
certification underscores 
their unwavering commit-
ment to the patients, care 
teams, and communities 
they serve. 

“Hospitals and health 
systems are cornerstones 
for the communities they 
serve, and are facing a 
multitude of historic chal-
lenges,” said Dr. Rahul 
Koranne, MHA president 
and CEO. “MHA’s trust-
ee certification program 
ensures that hospital and 
health system leaders are 
well-prepared for their 
roles.” 

MHA’s trustee certi-
fication program provides 
hospital and health system 

trustees with training on 
current health care trends, 
governance best practic-
es, ethics, government 
regulations, and patient 
safety and quality. Partic-
ipants undergo 30 hours 
of coursework, making 
Minnesota’s program the 
most comprehensive in 
the nation.   

“We are so grateful 
that our Board Members 
John and Barb made the 
commitment to complete 
the trustee certification,” 
said Patty Banks, EBCH 
CEO. “In doing so, they 
have gained valuable in-
sight into the complexities 
of the healthcare industry. 
This is a brand new pro-
gram and they are among 
some of the first to go 
through the process. The 
MN Hospital Association 
has done a wonderful job 
in putting together the cer-
tification and we look for-
ward to having additional 
Board members complete 
the training this year.”

ELY– Ely’s skilled 
nursing home and reha-
bilitation facility contin-
ues to deliver great value 
to the local community. 
The residents residing at 
Boundary Waters Care 
Center (BWCC) and 
their families are highly 
satisfied, according to a 
recent survey. 

BWCC brought 
Align to conduct a cus-
tomer experience survey 
in November 2023. Align 
is an an independent re-
search firm that special-
izes in data gathering and 
surveys to help senior 
living and care organiza-
tions improve the quality 
of their services.

 “I am so proud 
that Boundary Waters 
Care Center achieved 
a 100-percent resident 
satisfaction and family 
satisfaction rate,” said 
Adam Masloski, execu-
tive director of BWCC. 
“Both of these results far 
exceed the national aver-
age of 80%—I am grate-
ful for our team members 

who are so deeply ded-
icated to our residents’ 
and families’ holistic 
wellness.”

Align’s customer 
experience survey is key 
to BWCC’s success in 
understanding the needs 
and preferences of resi-
dents and their families, 
so expectations are met 
and exceeded. Satisfac-
tion scores are deter-
mined based on respons-
es to questions about 
six domains: dining ex-
perience, care quality, 
communication, envi-
ronment, care respon-
siveness, and quality of 
life.

“Our Customer Ex-
perience Survey is a valu-
able tool that our team 
uses annually to gather 
feedback directly from 
the individuals and fam-
ilies we serve. Based on 
the outcomes, we’re able 
to continually improve in 
a way that provides our 
residents with person-
alized care and service 
that’s needed for them to 

lead a safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lifestyle,” said 
Masloski.

BWCC is a vibrant, 
nonprofit care communi-
ty in Ely. Its team mem-
bers are focused on up-
holding the well-being, 
dignity, and individual 
capabilities of each res-
ident. The community 
serves older adults and 
their families with short-
term rehabilitation ser-
vices and long-term care, 
including 24-hour skilled 
nursing, on-site physical, 
occupational, and speech 
therapy, as well as com-
passionate hospice care.  

BWCC is man-
aged by the Minneapo-
lis-based Health Dimen-
sions Group (HDG). This 
values-driven organiza-
tion provides manage-
ment and oversight for 
48 senior living and care 
communities in eight 
states, serving more than 
2,500 residents.

Boundary Waters Care Center achieves 
100-percent satisfaction rates

The cast and crew of Frozen, which 
wound up three standing-room 
only performances on Sunday, 
celebrated at a cast party at Grand 
Ely Lodge. Left: Ruby Milton, who 
played Elsa, presented a “Let It Go” 
sign, signed by the cast and crew 
to Mike and Billie Rouse, who 
produced the production. Susan 
Laine surprised the group with a 
custom Frozen-themed cake for the 
party. photos by C. Clark
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Buyck student 
makes dean’s list

BUYCK- Carter 
Sorensen, of Buyck, a 
student at Iowa Lakes 
Community College, a 
five-campus system in 
northern Iowa, was named 
to the school’s Dean’s List 
for the 2023 fall semester. 
Students must take a min-
imum of 12 credit hours 
and attain a GPA of 3.25 
or higher to qualify for the 
honor.

NWFA photo contest 
seeks entries for 
March exhibition

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts in Cook 
announces its annual pho-
to contest, with a theme of 
“A Closer Look.”

The event is both a 
contest and a fun fundrais-
er for NWFA. The entry 

fee is $10 per photo and 
includes a display mat and 
sleeve. Students 18 years 
old or younger may enter 
three photos free.  There 
is no limit on adult entries.

Photos sized 5x7 or 
8x10 photos may feature 
portraits, flora, fauna or 
objects in detail.

The entry deadline 
is Saturday, March 2 at 1 
p.m.

The contest exhibit 
will open at the NWFA 
Gallery on March 7 for 
viewing and voting by the 
public. Voting will contin-
ue through Friday, March 
29, when two People’s 
Choice Awards of $100 
and $50 will be announced 
at a reception from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the gallery at 210 S 
River St.

Enjoy visiting and 
shopping the nonprof-
it NWFA Gallery during 
regular hours of Thurs-

days and Friday, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. and Saturdays, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Photo contest entry 
forms and more informa-
tion are available at the 
gallery or online at www.
nwfamn.org, or by email-
ing nwfamn.org@gmail.
com.

Gallery to offer 
dreamcatcher class 
on Feb. 10

COOK- Join Ameri-
can Indian educator Stacy 
Palmer to make your own 
contemporary dream-
catcher on Saturday, Feb. 
10 at 1 p.m.  at North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery in Cook.  In this 
class  students will create 
a contemporary ten-inch 
diameter dreamcatcher. 

Ethnographers be-
lieve dream catchers 
originated from the Ojib-

we Chippewa tribe, an 
Anishinaabe people from 
the area that is current-
ly southern Canada and 
the northern Midwestern 
United States.

The Ojibwe believe 
that the night air is filled 
with dreams, both good 
and bad. The dream catch-
er attracts and catches all 
sorts of dreams, night-
mares and thoughts into 
its protective  woven spi-
der web. Good dreams 
can pass through the 
sacred hoop and gently 
slide down the feathers to 
comfort the sleeper below. 
Bad dreams, however, are 
caught up in its sticky net 
and destroyed, burned up 
in the light of day. For this 
reason, dreamcatchers tra-
ditionally must be hung 
above the bed in a place 
where morning sunlight 
can reach it.

Authentic dream-

catchers are made of spir-
itual  sacred objects:  a 
wooden hoop, sinew, 
strips of leather, feathers, 
beads and other objects.   

Palmer teaches Na-
tive culture at North 
Woods School.  She is 
also a member of the Bois 
Forte Band of Chippewa.  

The gallery is located 
at 210 S River St. 

Students must pre 
register for the class by 
calling Alberta at 218-
666-2153.

Archery team 
selling pasties, pot 
pies for nationals

COOK- The North 
Woods Grizzlies archery 
team is selling Zup's 
pasties and pot pies to 
raise money for a trip to 
Nationals in Louisville, 
coming up in May. 

They are $8 each, 

arrive frozen, and are a 
hearty, quick meal. The 
team has plenty of freezer 
space to store lots of both, 
so stock up and they will 
make arrangements to get 
them to you. 

Each archer is taking 
orders, but if you don’t 
know an archer you can 
place an order by calling 
Jennifer Scofield at 218-
780-0430. The last date to 
order is Feb. 9.

COOK- Friends of the 
Cook Public Library have de-
clared February to be “We Love 
Our Library Month” and a host 
of activities are planned to cel-
ebrate.

The community is invited 
to join in commemorating the 
88th anniversary of the open-
ing of the Cook Public Library 
in 1936. Festivities begin at 10 
a.m. on Feb. 1 with a tradition-
al birthday party and continue 
through the day until 5 p.m. In-
dulge yourself with a piece of 
birthday cake and take time to 
sign a birthday card and share 
what you love about the library.  

Special activities are sched-
uled for the entire month to hon-
or the many patrons, businesses 
and sponsors whose support has 
allowed our Cook Public Li-
brary to grow and thrive. 

Saturday, Feb. 3 
will be “Take Your 
Child to the Library 
Day.” Children’s 
make and take proj-
ects will be avail-
able. Everyone is in-
vited to browse and 
check out items from 
the library’s resourc-
es anytime between 
9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Feb.  12-15 has 
been dubbed “We 
Love Our Library - 
Kid’s Week.” Events 
geared for elementa-
ry age children will in-
clude a variety of make 
and take activities such 
as: an “Emoji Book Titles” puz-
zle sheet, create a favorite book 
cover on a book template just 
waiting for your unique design 

and design a personal book-
mark, which the library will 
color-copy and laminate for you 
and other library patrons to en-

joy. Reading tattoos 
will also be given 
out all week. Kids 
should be sure to 
join in for story time 
on Feb. 15 at 10:30 
a.m. 

February 26-29 
is “We Love Our 
Library - Adults 
Week.”  Stop by to 
look at an antique 
book display and 
pick up a unique 
handmade laminat-
ed bookmark creat-
ed with love by our 

“We Love Our Library 
Month” participants.  
And all week, visitors 

are encouraged to jot down their 
memories of the Cook Public Li-
brary in by-gone days and leave 
them in the box, to be compiled 

at a later date.  
On Feb. 27 at 11 a.m., stop 

by to hear local writer Leo Wile-
nius talk about writing and his 
books.  To wrap up the festivi-
ties, on Feb. 29, the winner of 
the Candy Hearts Estimation Jar 
will be awarded their prize.

There’s a lot of fun to be 
had at the Cook Public Library, 
so plan on visiting more than 
once during the month of Feb-
ruary.

All events will take place 
during regular library hours 
unless noted otherwise. Look 
for  announcements and further 
details on the library website, 
www.cookpubliclibrary.org and 
Facebook page. You can also 
contact the library at 218-666-
2210 or email cookpublicli-
brary@alslib.info.

ELEPHANT LAKE- 
Steve and Carla Koch got 
more than they bargained 
for when they hosted the 
Wanna Catcha Lunker ice 
fishing contest at Mel-
george’s Elephant Lake 
Lodge and Resort on Sat-
urday, Jan. 13.

The tourney drew 
120 eager anglers ready to 
try their luck, well more 
than past such events and 
clearly as many as the 
Kochs could handle.

“You could tell people 

were itching to do some-
thing,” Carla Koch said. 
“It was just fun for ev-
erybody to gather around. 
And ice conditions were 
great for it. The fish fry 
afterward went great. We 
brought in chairs and ta-
bles and did whatever we 
could. Nest year we’re 
going to have to cap it, at 
least for the dinner part.”

The top anglers in 
each category were:

Walleye – 1) Ellis 
Rudd, 3.27 lbs.; 2) Tara 

Rudd, 3.10 lbs.; 3) Todd 
Robinson 1.98 lbs.

Crappie – 1) Jeff 
Olesch, 1.74 lbs.; 2) Gage 
Blanchard, 1.47 lbs.; 3)  
Ryan Bobst, 1.44lbs.

Bluegill – 1) Travis 
Carlson, .88 lbs.; 2) Riley 
Carlson, .72 lbs.; 3) Luke 
Masucci, .70 lbs.

Perch – 1) Luke 
Masucci,  .73 lbs.; 2) 
Lindsay Jones, .70  lbs.; 
3) Lester Johnson, .69 lbs.

Read It
HERE

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Cook Public Library will celebrate the 88th 
anniversary of its opening during "Love our 
Library Month" in February.  courtesy photo

Show a little love for the Cook Public Library in February

Biggest haul at ice fishing 
tournament was people 

Top left: Linda Enquist-
Vandenbranden smiles for the 
photographer.

Top middle: One pair was lucky, the 
other pair not so much.

Top right: Luke Gabrielson peeks 
out of his tent to show off a bucket 
full of fish.

Far left: Tim Cornelius shares his 
grandson Brecken's excitement 
over his catch.

Left: Paul, Melissa and a friend look 
less concerned about catching fish 
and more interested in having fun.
photos by S. Koch 
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options and long-term 
funding issues.

“I understand this com-
mission only cares about an 
ambulance,” said Breitung 
representative Matt Tuchel. 
“But without operations, 
there is no need for an 
ambulance.” 

Tuchel noted it wasn’t 
fair to have the city paying 
a significant portion of their 
levy just to keep the service 
operating.

Tuchel noted that many 
area cities, including Ely, 
Virginia, Nashwauk, and 
Hoyt Lakes are seeing the 
same funding issues as 
Tower.

“When I first joined the 
service, we didn’t get paid,” 
Tuchel said, “we just got a 
pension. I carried a pager 
for 20 years for no pay.” 
But the reality of running 
an ambulance service since 
then has also changed. The 
call volume has increased 
greatly, Tuchel said. 
“That’s why we can’t rely 
on volunteers anymore. The 
fire department might get 
two or three calls a month,” 
he said, “but the ambulance 
gets two to three each day.”

“One thing we are guar-
anteed is change,” Tuchel 
said, urging the commis-
sion to look towards the 
future, and not dwell on 
the past.

As part of the meeting, 
Schultz presented a draft 
of  a new three-year 
“Ambulance Vehicle Aid 
Donation Agreement” that 
city officials have devel-
oped in hopes of generat-
ing additional revenue to 
the service. The two-page 

document is a simplified 
version of the previous 
agreement and asks for a 
$25 per capita donation 
to the ambulance subsidy 
account, up from $15 
previously. It also seeks 
a $6,500 donation from 
Fortune Bay Resort Casino 
and $3,500 donation from 
the Bois Forte Band. This 
would total $75,925 per 
year, though Greenwood 
Township has not contrib-
uted its share since 2021. 
Without Greenwood’s par-
ticipation which would 
total $26,025 under the 
new agreement, the fund 
would receive $49,900 a 
year. Schultz said initial 
estimates show that over a 
10-year period with all the 
townships participating, the 
new agreement would raise 
enough to cover rebuild-
ing the older ambulance 
rig and then purchasing 
or upgrading ambulances 
when needed.
Transfer mile 
payment

This draft agreement 
does not specify any pay-
ments on transfer miles and 
Schultz said the city would 
be asking for a change 
in that fee. The previous 
agreement required the 
city to contribute $1.66 per 
transfer mile to the ambu-
lance replacement fund, an 
unprecedented fee institut-
ed by the commission in 
2020 after concerns were 
raised about wear and tear 
on the ambulance from the 
large number of transfer 
runs being taken in the 
previous year as well as the 

service’s failure at the time 
to account for depreciation 
of its rigs. Since then, the 
number of transfer calls 
has fallen significantly and 
the ambulance service now 
accounts for depreciation, 
which comprises about half 
of its annual deficit. 

The state’s Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s 
Regulatory Board, after 
an examination of Tower’s 
service in 2021, recom-
mended eliminating the fee.

Given the ambulance 
service’s precarious finan-
cial situation, it has been 
unable to keep up-to-date 
on these payments, though 
Schultz said he would be 
asking the city council to 
make the final payment due 
for 2023. 

If the commission opts 
to continue the fee, the city 
would like more flexibility 
for using the funds, includ-
ing for maintenance and 
repairs on the rigs. City 
officials have also suggest-
ed that the city contribute 
for loaded miles only (the 
ambulance doesn’t get 
reimbursed for ambulance 
mileage without a patient 
in the rig), or calculating 
the reimbursement as a per-
centage of the profit made 
on a transfer run, noting that 
some transfer runs do not 
make a profit. The service 
only took 38 transfer calls in 
2023, which totaled 6,748 
miles (an average of 178 
miles per run).

The new draft agree-
ment also does not include 
any type of indemnity 
clause, something that has 
been a sticking point with 

Greenwood, which has 
sought to have all liability at 
ambulance scenes rest with 
the service, even if errors 
are caused by Greenwood 
Township employees who 
are not members of the 
ambulance service.

Greenwood represen-
tative John Bassing was not 
happy with these changes. 
He said that using the $1.66 
for maintenance would 
fundamentally change 
the purpose of the board, 
though this had only been in 
effect since 2020. Bassing 
also was upset with the 
changes to the agreement 
leaving out the indemnifi-
cation clause though he said 
he wasn’t willing to talk 
about the indemnification 
at this time. “There is not 
enough knowledge here [to 
understand it],” he said, in 
an apparent swipe at the 
commission members.

“We are asking for a 
donation,” said Schultz. 
“This is not a contract…All 
we are saying is we want 
some money to support the 
ambulance purchases. You 
can agree to pay it or not. 
But if you do, you get a seat 
at this table and a vote.”

B a s s i n g  s a i d 
Greenwood residents, who 
tend to be older, have con-
cerns about response times. 
Most of the Greenwood 
and Eagles Nest areas are 
on the outer edges of the 
ambulance’s service area, 
though also far away from 
any other ambulance hall.

Bassing said the finan-
cial issues being faced by 
the ambulance were the 
result of “bad decisions.” 

He faulted the service for 
not adopting the recom-
mendations of plans devel-
oped by consultant Betsy 
Olivanti, from Northland 
Small Business, or the 
EMSRB study which came 
shortly after.

Ambulance Supervisor 
Dena Suihkonen noted 
there were issues with 
both these studies, which 
were based on assump-
tions, not necessarily on 
actual data. Olivanti left 
before completing the 
study, and Northland Small 
Business did not have the 
background on ambulance 
service finances that the 
study should have required. 
The city then commis-
sioned the EMSRB study 
which was completed in 
2021. This study also 
projected the $11 on-call 
wage as the highest in the 
region although there is 
some question whether that 
conclusion is still valid. 

Ambulance income 
from calls is based on 
insurance and Medicare/
Medicaid payments, some-
thing the service has no 
control over. “If the city 
is behind on its water and 
sewer fund, it can raise it 
rates,” Suihkonen said. “If 
we are behind, we cannot.”
Subsidy options

The idea of creating 
a per parcel tax, or a joint 
powers board, was also 
briefly discussed. The 
commission is waiting 
to see what options are 
discussed in the current 
study being funded by the 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital, 

as well as outcomes of a 
statewide ambulance task 
force. There is also a chance 
the state Legislature may 
approve some one-time 
funding for rural ambu-
lance services this session, 
which would be a short-
term fix. Any taxing option 
would need to get state and/
or county approval.
Special meeting

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
members were asked to 
bring the draft agreement 
to their respective boards 
in February and bring back 
any changes or ideas. 

The board also dis-
cussed the new ambulance, 
which is not yet ready for 
delivery. The total cost 
will be $253,000, and 
$16,050 has been paid 
in advance. The service 
will owe $237,000 at that 
point in time. Right now, 
there is only $212,613 in 
the ambulance subsidy 
account, leaving the service 
$24,336 short. Greenwood 
has not paid their per capita 
subsidy the past two years, 
which would total $46,845.

The service is also 
hoping to accrue another 
$150,000 in the subsidy 
account to have the older 
rig rebuilt in two years. 
The box on the rig can be 
reused, saving the service 
a substantial amount of 
money.

The commission will 
meet again on Monday, 
Feb. 26 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Lamppa Civic Center.

and Casino is typically 
kept hopping this time of 
year with snowmobilers, 
but sled traffic has been 
“extremely slow,” accord-
ing to Brian K. Anderson, 
director of public relations 
for Fortune Bay. 

“We continue to see 
groups trim back on inven-
tory or just cancel outright 
so it is very frustrating as 
we all know how important 
those groups are to winter 
tourism. In fact, just today, 
we had two of the larger 
groups scale back and 
cancel club dinners that we 
had in the books for many 
months.”

The slow formation 
of lake ice this winter also 
impacted Fortune Bay’s 
ice fishing business, and 
they recently had to cancel 
snowmobile races put on 
by the Straight Line Speed 
Association, that had been 
planned for the weekend 
of Jan. 13.  

The impact to lodging 
facilities, in particular, has 
a ripple effect, notes Eva 
Sebesta, executive direc-
tor of the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce, as visitors 
who cancel at a resort or 
hotel don’t show up at area 
restaurants or shops, either. 
“Businesses are trying 
to work around it and be 
creative but it’s tough for 
businesses that were plan-
ning on that income,” said 
Sebesta.

Few have been hit 
harder in recent weeks than 
Lossing’s Power Sports in 
Babbitt, which was ready 
for a strong season of 
Ski-doo sales and rentals. 
“We had an excellent fall 
with new unit sales,” said 
Derek Lossing, but the 
busy showroom grew all 
too quiet as December tem-
peratures set new records 
for warmth and rain over 
Christmas melted away 
what little snow had fallen. 

“We’ve canceled a lot 
of rental reservations,” said 
Lossing, whose first rental 
was finally going out the 
door last Friday. “Clothing, 
parts, oil sales are all down 
year on year. When it’s 
not snowing, people aren’t 
excited to come out and buy 
snowmobiles or clothing.”

Lossing said he’s 

managed to keep his four 
mechanics reasonably busy 
so he’s avoided any layoffs, 
at least so far. 
Getting creative

When the snow disap-
peared ahead at Christmas, 
business shut down at 
Wintergreen’s dog sled-
ding operation on White 
Iron Lake. “It was pretty 
grim,” said Paul Schurke. 
“Those four days of rain 
didn’t help.” But with 
the recent cold snap and 
several inches of snow in 
the middle of the month, 
he said the dogsledding 
trips are back in high gear, 
although they’ve modi-
fied their routes given the 
limited snowcover. He 
said his teams are sticking 
mostly to the lakes right 
now, which have sufficient 
snow for dog sleds. “We’re 
not like the snowmobiles,” 
said Schurke. “We can get 
by on a couple inches of 
snow.”

Forest trails and lake 
portages are still pretty 
rough, however, and are 
likely to stay that way until 
considerably more snow 
falls, so Schurke said he 
and his guides have been 
adjusting routes to avoid 
those rough patches as 
much as possible. They 
also have dropped, for now, 
excursions into places like 
the Kawishiwi pines. Even 
with the changes in routes, 
he said most customers 
have been pleased with 
their experiences. 

Lossing said he’s been 
making similar efforts and 
has been connecting some 
of his rental customers with 
guided trips out on various 
lake chains given the poor 
condition of the area snow-
mobile trails. 
It all rides on 
more snow

Based on the calendar, 
there is still plenty of poten-
tial winter weather ahead 
here in the North Country, 
and most folks are trying to 
remain optimistic even as 
the ten-day forecast holds 
little chance for significant 
snow and much-above-nor-
mal temperatures. 

Some major events are 
scheduled in February and 
early March and, for now, 

most have not yet been 
canceled. The WolfTrack 
Classic, currently sched-
uled to be run Sunday, Feb. 
25, is looking questionable 
given the current condi-
tions of the snowmobile 
trails typically used by the 
racers. “We’re watching 
it closely,” said Sebesta, 
on whether to hold the 
chamber-sponsored event 
or cancel. “We’re ready to 
go in either direction. We’re 
looking at early February 
to make a decision on it.”

Canceling the event 
would be another major 
blow to Ely’s winter 
economy. Sebesta notes 
that the race draws mushers 

as well as a large cast of 
volunteers to Ely for the 
race weekend. “We’ve got 
probably a quarter of our 
volunteers who come from 
outside the area, places 
like Missouri and North 
Dakota. They’re here the 
whole weekend, staying 
in hotels and eating in the 
restaurants.”

That’s why the deci-
sion to cancel is going to 
be a tough one, but the 
weather may well make 
it necessary. The lack of 
snow has already led to 
the cancellation of the 
300-mile John Beargrease 
sled dog marathon, which 
had been scheduled to run 

this Sunday, Jan. 28. “I’m 
wishing for about two feet 
of snow right now,” said 
Sebesta.

Officials at Fortune 
Bay are keeping their 
fingers crossed for snow as 
well, in hopes of salvaging 
their biggest winter event, 
the Blackwoods Blizzard 
Tour, which is currently 
slated for dinner and over-
night accommodations 
on Thursday, Feb. 8. The 
annual fundraiser to fight 
ALS and its effects draws 
hundreds of snowmobilers 
but trail conditions could 
throw a major wrench in 
the current plans. 

8866tthh
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Saturday, February 3

7:30 am-9:30 am Piggies & Pancake Breakfast

(Pancakes, sausage, juice & coffee)

9:30 am Ecumenical Church Service

9:00 am-4:00 pm Artisans & Demonstrators 
in Laskiainen Tradition 

Laskiainen Shoppe

Bakery (Finnish breads)

Museum

Old Co-op Theatre

11:00 am-3:00 pm Pea Soup Dinner

1:00 pm Introduction of the Royal Court

““MMoonnrrooee  CCrroossssiinngg””  

Palo, MN

Sunday, February 4

Loon Lake 
Community Center

6:00 p.m.
Loon Lake 

Community Center

7:30 am-11:00 am   Ethnic Kropsu Breakfast

9:00 am-4:00 pm Artisans & Demonstrators 
in Laskiainen Tradition 

Laskiainen Shoppe

Bakery (Finnish breads)

Museum

Old Co-op Theatre

12:00-3:00 pm         Moijakka (Finnish stew) 

10:00am-5:00pm   Girls’ and Boys’ Youth Basketball Games

6:00 pm “Old Timers” Basketball Game

7:30 pm Laskiainen Lakers Basketball Game

SSlliiddiinngg  BBootthh  DDaayyss!!

Thursday, Feb 1

Queen Coronation

NO SAUCERS OR SLEDS WITH RUNNERS ALLOWED.
Preferred Sleds - Toboggan Style (plastic or wood)

Slide at your own risk.

Finnish
Sliding
Festival

2024

Queen’s Cake and Coffee an’ to follow

Sunday
Feb 4
Only!SUNDAY -1:00 PM

TICKETS - Adults - $10.00   Students - $5.00
Monroe Crossing is a world-class bluegrass band that dazzles
audiences with an electrifying blend of classic bluegrass, blue-
grass gospel, and heartfelt originals.  Their airtight harmonies, 
razor sharp arrangements, and on-stage rapport make them 

audience favorites across the United States and Canada.

Sat, FEBRUARY 3 AND Sun, FEBRUARY 4

Monroe Crossing

Sleigh/Carriage Rides  &  Dog Sled Rides 

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING
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Casper Construction was 
awarded the $2.1 million 
campground that will com-
plement the facility.

Construction has gone 
relatively smoothly thus 
far, Pohlman said.

“There’s been nothing 
that’s any major compli-
cation,” he said. “Most 
everything has been pretty 
easily settled out.”

A new and improved 
Department of Natural 
Resources boat ramp 
nearby will come along 
later than the rest, as 

planned improvements to 
Bayside Dr. have to be 
completed first.

“They’re scheduled to 
start clearing trees and stuff 
for that in March,” Pohlman 
said. “The road upgrade is 
going to start sometime this 
summer.”

Meanwhile, it’s pos-
sible that the campground 
might not open for business 
until the 2025 season, 
according to a note in the 
town board minutes from 
October.

“With the challenges of 

landscaping, finalizing the 
details of each campsite, 
and costs of staffing it may 
be best for the town to plan 
on opening the campground 
in the Spring of 2025,” the 
minutes stated.

And while the visitor 
center is likely to open 
toward the end of this 
summer, finishing touches 
will remain for the per-
manent exhibit space. 
Voyageurs Conservancy, 
the park’s philanthropic 
partner, is working with 
the Park Service and the 

Crane Lake communi-
ty on the exhibit plans, 
which Executive Director 
Christina Hausman Rhode 
said will be completed this 
year.

“Depending on our 
fabrication timeline, it 
would be great to have those 
in the visitor center in 2025, 
a great way to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
park,” Rhode said.

The Park Service will 
develop some temporary 
exhibits for the center to 
be used until the permanent 

exhibits are ready, Rhode 
said.

Crane Lake will own 
the visitor center and 
Voyageurs National Park 
will lease space within it. 
VNP Superintendent Bob 
DeGross told the town 
board at its Jan. 9 meeting 
that he hopes the lease will 
be approved and in place 
by March.

But the floorplan has 
additional space beyond the 
needs of VNP, and Pohlman 
said contacts are underway 
to try to secure additional 

tenants.
“We haven’t gotten 

any commitments from 
anybody yet,” Pohlman 
said. “We’ve reached out 
to different agencies that 
have things in the area. The 
township’s going to have 
their meetings in there, and 
there will be town offices in 
there. There will probably 
be a desk for the Crane Lake 
Visitors Bureau in there.”

328 West Conan Street, Ely, Minnesota 55731 | 218-365-8788

RxLocal mobile app now available! Scan QR code to 
download, or search RxLocal in your smartphone’s app store.

$14.99
Sale

At Ely Community Pharmacy, your health is our priority. Our on-site, pharmacist-
led team is here to answer questions, help manage your medications and 
provide the expert care you need—with the personal touch you deserve.

The service you deserve. The neighbors you trust.

Trust Ely Community Pharmacy for:

• Diabetic testing supplies

FEBRUARY IS HEALTHY HEART MONTH

Foster & Thrive
Vitamin D (2000 IU)

$6.99
Sale

50mcg • 120 Softgels 75mcg • 120 Gummies

$10.99
Sale

$25.99
Sale

$14.99
Sale

Natures Truth 
Odorless Garlic
2400mg - 120 Softgels

$7.99
Sale

• Over-the-counter medications   

• Immunizations   

Natures Truth Triple 
Omega 3-6-9 Fish 
Flax and Borage

Vitafusion D3 
Extra Strength

3,600mg • 60 Softgels

Natures Truth 
COQ-10 plus Black 
Pepper Extract
200mg - 50 Softgels

Natures Truth
Mega Strength 
L-Carnitine
1000mg - 60 capsules

“because this meeting is 
limited to 90 minutes so 
we’re going to do this 
two-hour workshop in 
90 minutes.” Prof. Bill 
Doherty of the University 
of Minnesota created the 
workshop and the Ely 
chapter was the first to 
use it.

The workshop, titled 
“Skills for disagreeing 
better.” was built around 
four skills: to listen, 
acknowledge, pivot, and 
apply perspective. The 
skills were designed to be 
used sequentially during a 
conversation with someone 
with a differing viewpoint.

The listening skill was 
nuanced. “Listen complete-
ly,” Voss coached. “While 
you do that, avoid prepar-
ing your response. Try to 
determine what their values 
and concerns are. Look for 
something you can agree 
with.”

The next skill was 
acknowledgement. “The 
idea behind this skill is 
to connect with the other 
person. Acknowledging 
means letting the other 
person know that you actu-
ally heard their viewpoint 
and the strength of the feel-
ings, values and concerns 
behind it.”

The pivot skill was 
the point where a person 
offered to share his or her 
own opinion. “If the other 
person seems open to lis-

tening to what you have 
to say, then continue,” 
Voss advised. “If the other 
person just repeats their 
point, ignoring your pivot, 
or shows wariness about 
you taking your turn, then 
consider backing up. This 
might not be the right time 
to share your views.”

The last skill was insert-
ing a personal perspective 
while sharing an opinion. 
This included sharing per-
sonal experiences that help 
to explain why you hold an 
opinion, naming sources 
to create credibility, and 
finding something you 
agreed upon.

The workshop was 
built around simple exer-
cises where small break-
out groups practiced these 
skills. “I’m impressed 
by the level of thinking 
that the local participants 
show,” Voss said by the 
time the entire workshop 
was finished.
Reactions

Opinions were positive 
after the meeting. “We had 
no idea how many would 
come… There must be 
50 percent more people 
here tonight,” said Nick 
Wognum, one of the found-
ers of the Ely chapter. “It 
really is a testament to how 
people in Ely are involved.

“I think it was a nice 
turnout,” agreed Ely Public 
School music teacher Karl 
Kubiak. “People were 

receptive to seeing the other 
person’s point of view.”

I thought the meeting 
tonight went very well,” said 
Ely Mayor, Heidi Omerza. 
“I was impressed with the 
turnout, the message, and 
how engaged people were 
on both sides of the aisle.”
Radio presence

Among the media 
present to document the 
event was Catharine Richert 
and freelance photojour-
nalist Erica Dischino of 
Minnesota Public Radio, 
who were in town to cover 
several Ely events last week, 
including the Braver Angels 
meeting. It was impossible 
not to notice them in action 
at the meeting, taking 
pictures and interviewing 
attendees.

MPR formed a part-
nership with the Minnesota 
Braver Angels last year 
called Talking Sense. The 
project aims “to teach 
Minnesotans how to have 
conversations with friends 
and family on opposite ends 
of the political spectrum.” 
The coverage of the Ely 
meeting will be included 
as part of the Talking Sense 
project.

Richert also covered 
the staging of “Disney’s 
Frozen— The Broadway 
Musical,” on her trip last 
weekend to Ely, which is 
now available on the MPR 
website.



REGIONAL- A rel-
atively late entry into the 
2022 election, former DFL 
state Rep. Jen Schultz is 
going full throttle in 2024 
in her attempt to unseat 
Republican U.S. Rep. 
Pete Stauber in the Eighth 
Congressional District, 
announcing her candidacy 
on Tuesday.

“At a time when fam-
ilies are struggling and 
international tensions are 
flaring, Pete Stauber and 
his Republican colleagues 
have led the least produc-
tive Congress in modern 
history,” said Schultz in a 
press release. “Instead of 
bringing people together 
on behalf of all Americans, 
Pete Stauber is contributing 
to and embracing the D.C. 
chaos and getting nothing 
done for our communities. 
Minnesotans deserve a rep-
resentative who will work 
to improve our lives, and 
that’s why I’m running for 
Congress.”

Schultz lost to Stauber 
by 15 points in the 2022 
race but believes entering 
the race early with a strong 
campaign organization can 
tip the scales in her favor 
in a sprawling former-
ly-DFL-dominated district 
that’s turned increasingly 
toward the GOP in recent 
years.

Schultz noted the 
success she had during her 
eight-year career in the 
Minnesota House, secur-
ing millions of dollars of 
investment for the Duluth 
area, including the Essentia 
hospital and medical dis-
trict development, while 
also serving as a Great 
Lakes Commissioner, pro-
tecting and promoting the 
Great Lakes, as well as 
efforts to increase access 
to affordable health cov-
erage, reduce the cost of 
health care and prescription 
drugs, protect older adults 
in long-term care facilities, 
and closing corporate tax 
loopholes.

“I have a long track 
record of achieving results 
as a state legislator only 
serving in divided govern-
ment by working across the 
aisle to get the job done,” 
Schultz said during her 
campaign launch. I have 
a 100-percent pro-labor 
voting record. I am willing 
to work with Republicans, 
Democrats, anyone who 
wants to make lives of 
families better.”

Schultz wasted no time 
hammering Stauber for his 
paltry accomplishments for 
the district during her press 
conference at the Duluth 
Labor Temple, where she 
was joined by Gov. Tim 
Walz, former Congressman 
Rick Nolan, labor leaders, 
family, friends and sup-
porters.

“Stauber has accom-
plished nothing,” Schultz 
said. “He passed two bills 
in five years – one named a 
building and the other one 
created a task force. But 
we do have a long history 
of strong representatives in 
Congress like John Blatnik, 
Jim Oberstar, and Rick 
Nolan. Their accomplish-

ments fill books. Stauber’s 
fit on a Post-it note.”

Schultz also criticized 
Stauber for taking credit on 
Monday for securing $1.05 
billion in federal money to 

replace the Blatnik Bridge 
connecting Duluth and 
Superior, Wis. Stauber 
voted against President 
Joe Biden’s bipartisan 
infrastructure plan that is 

funding the new bridge.
Schultz outlined her 

priorities by listing issues 
Stauber has opposed, as 
well as others she supports.

“If you’re angry that 

Stauber voted against 
unions, veterans, reproduc-
tive rights, free elections, 
against protecting Social 
Security and Medicare, 
against student debt relief, 
against funding education, 
against the largest infra-
structure bill that’s benefit-
ing our entire region, then 
this fight is for you,” she 
said. “If you care about flip-
ping the U.S. House, if you 
care about global warming 
and our environment and 
funding schools, affordable 
child care and housing, then 
this fight is for you.”

Both candidates come 
into the race with sub-
stantial campaign war 
chests. As of early October, 
Stauber had $776,000 in his 
campaign fund; Schultz had 
$219,000, a sign she didn’t 
stop raising money since 

her first campaign.
S t a u b e r  D i s t r c t 

Director John Eloranta 
released a statement in 
response to Schultz’s 
announcement.

“After getting soundly 
rejected by Minnesota 
voters in 2022 in a campaign 
few knew even existed, Jen 
Schultz is doubling down 
on her blind adoration of 
Joe Biden and we look 
forward to once again 
showing Minnesotans the 
stark differences between 
Jen and Joe’s failed record 
that has led to a skyrock-
eting cost of living, and 
Pete’s relentless mission 
of fighting for our way of 
life,” Eloranta said.

MPR News contributed 
to this report.
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DFLer Schultz announces a rematch with Stauber
EIGHTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

Jen Schultz, flanked by Gov. Tim Walz and former U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan, helped 
make the pitch for Schultz’s campaign to replace current Rep. Pete Stauber.

LEIGH LONSON RyaN auLtmaN
218-293-4606

mIkE Day
218-293-4637

RaNDy ROy
218-293-4625

ERIC GRaFF
218-293-4627

tIm CaRRutH
218-212-7202

JamI HENDRIx
218-293-4636

2627 Hwy 169
218-262-3881

tEIGaN BOSaRGE
218-293-4596

FORD OF HIBBING IS HEATING IT UP
WITH SIZZLING DEALS ON ALL OUR

TRUCKS AND SUV’S!!
2023 F150 4x4 stx crew
cab

#25730

$46,493+ttL

SAVE! SLASHED USED PRICES!!

2024 edge seL awd

-$1500 customer cAsH
+3.9% @ 60 mos*

-$3,000 Flex Buy Bonus cAsH
+ 0.9% @ 66 mos*

$38,719+ttL
CONDITIONAL PRICE

$41,719+ttL

$43,690 msrP
-$1,971 FoH DIsc

eVeryone’s PrIce

#25661

$47,993+ttL

$53,255 msrP
-$2,095 xl/stx DIsc
-$3,167 FoH DIsc

eVeryone’s PrIce

20’’ Wheels
2.7L Ecoboost

Class IV Trailer Hitch
CONDITIONAL PRICE

Heated Steering Wheel
Remote Start
Power Liftgate

$1,500 + 3.9%
@ 60 MOS*

$3,000 + 0.9%
@ 66 MOS*

23 In Stock**
10 In Stock

Ready to Drive
Away**

2020 Ram 1500 LaRamie

$35,471 $30,972
#7976a

2021 BRonco spoRt
Big Bend

$23,972 #8109

2013 taHoe Lt

$14,312
#8006a

2015 F150 XLt 6.5Ft BoX

$22,264 #25692a

2014 F150 XLt w/
LeatHeR

$14,980 #25716a

2017 Renegade Latitude
80k mI

$16,980 $14,577
#8062a

2022 compass Latitude
ONLy 5k mI

$28,978 $26,490
#25457B

2021 escape seL awd

$22,980 $19,984
#25639a

2014 Bmw X3 XdRive 28i

$10,798 #8098a

mI

#8062#8062

2018 LeXus nX 200+
35k mI

$22,980 #25699a

mI

#25639

2020 RaptoR
33k mI

$59,978 $55,872
#25627a

2019 FLeX Limited awd
59k mI

$25,284 #8100

59k mI

2020 Fusion titanium
awd

$19,327 #8099

2021 eXpLoReR Limited
63k mI

$29,917 #8102

2015 taveRse Lt awd
200k mI

$5,721 #25513B

63k mI

2020 escape awd se
31k mI

$22,721 $19,471
#25672a

2015 F150 XLt 6.5Ft BoX

$23,972 #25650a

2020 escape seL awd
46k mI

$21,975 #8028

2018 eXpLoReR XLt
71k mI

$21,974 #8090

2023 F150 tRemoR
9k mI

$59,397 #8092

I

2022 F150 Limited
18k mI

$57,854 #7967

2018 cHeRokee
tRaiLHawk v6

$21,748 $18,972
#8078

2019 escape seL awd

$17,291 #25345a

2019 Fusion titanium
awd

$17,954 #8076

2023 eXpedition Limited
12k mI

$66,639 #25658a

d

#8076

2020 escape awd seL

$17,980 $51,980
#25677a

2018 RaptoR
55k mI

$46,974
#25171a

2021 voyageR LXi

$23,721 $20,972
#805

2017 LacRosse essence

$16,544 #25668a

k mI

#25171

2014 sieRRa Reg caB
4X4

$15,980 $13,972
#25674a#25677

2017 escape seL
56k mI

$15,980 $14,410
#8084

2019 Fiesta se 4 dR

$12,478 $10,471
#8068

2015 eXpedition eL XLt

$15,400 #25642a

2020 Fusion titanium
HyBRid

$18,972 #8105

HyBRidk mI

#8084

2018 tauRus se
84k mI

$14,251 #8108

84k mI

#8068

#8006a

*must Finance thru Ford credit oAc
**Price Will Vary Based on model & options

*must Finance thru Ford credit oAc
**Price Will Vary Between models & optional equipment

$12,397

$14,972

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

photo by O. Kringstad



ELY- Matt Stupnik 
and his $3.5 million bou-
tique hotel project is fac-
ing a squeeze from the 
lack of available parking 
space. When he bought 
the former Ely commu-
nity center from the city 
for two dollars it required, 
among other things, that 
he finish his project by 
July 2025 and that he pro-
vide sufficient off-street 
parking for his future ho-
tel guests. Those parking 
spaces are proving hard 
to find and the situation 
threatens to derail a major 
redevelopment project for 
the city.
Seller’s market

Stupnik told the Tim-
berjay that parking is crit-
ical to his project. “We 
want an adjacent parking 
lot, with an additional 
building for storage—but 
if people are not going to 
sell, my hands are tied.” 
Stupnik has reached out 
to neighboring proper-
ty owners, but he’s been 
unable to reach any pur-
chase agreements to date, 
in part because those 
property owners recog-
nize that Stupnik is under 
pressure to buy, and that 
has prompted some to ask 
premium prices for their 
property. Stupnik con-
firmed that this happened 
to him. “I’m not going 
to play that game, and 
overpay, so good luck to 
them.”
The way forward

At the P&Z meeting, 
commission member Em-
ily Roose noted that the 
city could waive the off-
street parking requirement 
as a way to resolve the im-
passe. Ely’s city ordinanc-
es (§11.20) require that a 
“tourist accommodation” 

must provide at least one 
parking space “per unit”. 

Stupnik related to the 
Timberjay that on-street 
parking could be workable 
but wasn’t “ideal.”

P&Z commissioner 
Mauro Caruso noted that 
the parking lot across the 
street next to the Ely Se-
nior Center was owned by 
the city. “Why not sell that 
lot to [Stupnik] … or give 
him a 99-year lease?” 

“Where will the mem-
bers of the senior center 
park?” said Angela Camp-
bell the city council liai-
son on the commission. 
Roose concluded the short 
discussion by asking that 
Campbell “bring up [to 
the council] that leasing 
the lot is an option they 
could explore,” as one al-
ternative to solving Stup-
nik’s parking problem.

Ely City Clerk-Trea-
surer Harold Langowski 
weighed in on the debate 
after the meeting. “No 
one is suggesting we push 
folks from the senior cen-
ter out of that lot… but it 
is a public lot that the city 
owns. It doesn’t belong to 
the senior center. People 
besides those using the 
senior center can and do 
park there.”

Langowski added, “It 
would be a shame if a $3.5 
million project got held 
up by a lack of parking… 
Stupnik is willing to work 
with neighbors to find oth-
er opportunities to address 
the parking issue.”

Stupnik’s own words 
appeared to back this up. 
“I have been in talks with 
a few homeowners that 
would be willing sell at a 
fair price,” Stupnik said, 
“but the locations are not 
ideal … If it isn’t adjacent 
to the building, I am not 
totally against it, it would 
just have to be the right 
situation.”

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
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Q: Which Specialty Clinic Providers can I currently see at EBCH? 
A: There are currently three Specialty Providers seeing patients monthly at EBCH. Dr. Harms and his 
staff from Orthopaedics Associates see patients twice monthly for all of their Orthopaedic needs. 
Podiatrist Dr. Katie Evans is on campus typically twice per month to see patients. She provides a full 
range of services to men, women and children for their feet and ankles. EBCH is also grateful to partner 
with Dr. John Bollins of Advances Surgical Associates of Northern Minnesota to supply expert surgical 
services using our da Vinci surgical robot. Dr. Bollins is typically on campus four days per month for 
consultations, performing surgery and seeing our patients for their follow-up.  
 
Q: Do I need a referral? 
A: It depends, some of our visiting providers can see you without a referral: however, you may want to 
be sure your insurance will cover the visit if you make the appointment on your own. We highly 
recommend that you talk with your Primary Care Provider and your insurance company if you would like 
to make an appointment with one of our Specialty Providers.    

 
Q: How can I find out more information? 
A: Call us at 218-365-8793 and our knowledgeable Specialty Clinic Team will answer your questions and 
get you started in the right direct. You can also visit our website at www.ebch.org for a full range of 
information on all the services offered here at Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital. 
 
  

Hospital Connection is a new feature from Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH) this winter. We are 
excited to share our most recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a new topic 

each week. Throughout the next several weeks, we will share exciting information about EBCH, our newest 
services, and how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information about EBCH 

by visiting our website at www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and 
announcements. 

Hospital Connection  
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announcements. 

Hospital Connection  
Specialty Clinic   

Hotel plans may be 
stymied by parking

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi    Lo     Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
01/15     -1    -18     0.00    
01/16     -1    -19     0.02    0.1”
01/17     -6    -15     0.03    0.1”
01/18     -2    -24     0.00    
01/19      3    -25     0.02      tr
01/20      1    -25     0.00    
01/21     10   -25     0.00        
YTD Total        0.77   16.5” 

01/15     -8    -17     0.00    
01/16     -2     -9      0.01    
01/17      1    -13     0.02    0.2”
01/18      0    -20     0.00    
01/19      1    -17     0.05    0.5” 
01/20     10   -24     0.00    
01/21     19     5      0.00                        
YTD Total                 NA 

01/15     -4    -18     0.00    
01/16     -7    -19     0.05      1.0”
01/17     -6    -12     0.03      0.5”
01/18      2    -19     0.00    
01/19     -1    -19     0.02      0.3” 
01/20      0    -20     0.00    
01/21      8    -22     0.00         
YTD Total       0.92    31.7”     

01/15     -4    -19     0.00    
01/16     -8    -18     0.01    
01/17     -3    -13     0.02      tr
01/18      0    -14     0.00    
01/19      2    -14     0.02    0.1” 
01/20      3    -20     0.00    
01/21     11   -18     0.00    
YTD Total     0.46     22.7”     
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01/18      3    -26     0.00    
01/19      1    -24     0.00    
01/20      2    -25     0.00    
01/21     10   -26     0.00    
YTD Total                0.79    23.0”
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FIELD TWP- A stand-
ing-room-only crowd turned 
out at North Woods School on 
Monday to watch the Grizzlies 
take on the top-ranked Tigers 
from Cherry, and they got to see 
a bit of history as Cherry showed 

why they’re one of the favorites 
for this year’s state crown with 
a 99-57 win.

Tigers fans were there in 
force to cheer on star guard Isaac 
Asuma as he eclipsed 3,000 
career points midway through 
the first half. Play was stopped 
as the senior was awarded the 
milestone-breaking game ball, 
and the crowd roared its approv-
al. Asuma was the third-ranked 
player in the state last year when 
he signed to play next season for 
the Minnesota Gophers, and his 

performance on Monday vaulted 
him into 15th place among 
all-time Minnesota boys high 
school scorers, with the chance 
to move up several more spots 
by the end of the season.

The Grizzlies weren’t about 
to let this one go without a fight, 
making Cherry scrape hard 
for their points early on. But 
the Grizzlies had a tough time 
getting on track offensively as 

ELY— The Timberwolves 
are in a sweet spot after back-to-
back wins this past week, lifting 
their record to 13-4. 

Playing on home hardwood 
Monday night, the Wolves took 
command of the Huskies as senior 
Grace LaTourell poured in 28 
points and classmate Sarah Visser 
set a new school record for steals 
in a 61-24 romp.

The Wolves had a good first 
half, taking a 29-16 lead into the 
break, but it was the second frame 
that really told the tale as Ely 
outscored Bigfork 32-8. “Our man 
defense was electric,” said Head 
Coach Max Gantt, who noted that 
none of Bigfork’s heavy hitters 
made it to double digits. “There 

was great team communication, 
and we did a great job moving 
our feet. We did a great job of 
frustrating the other team and 
taking away the things that they 
do well.”

With her 28 points, LaTourell 
outscored the entire Bigfork 
squad singlehandedly and she had 
plenty of help from the rest of her 
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Ely boys 
post solid 
performance

HOCKEY

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Visser sets new school single game steal record in Wolves’ romp over Bigfork

NORDIC SKIING

See NW BOYS...pg. 2B

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Left: The Grizzlies’ Louie 
Panichi gets hammered 
as he drives toward the 
basket.

Timberwolves claw Raptors, 67-56

Wins lift Ely to 13-4

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B

photo by D. Colburn

Lose three straight 
games to fall to 12-8
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See ELY GIRLS..pg. 2B

Above: Ely junior Clare 
Thomas goes up high on a 
jumper against Bigfork on 
Tuesday night in Ely. 

Right: Senior Grace 
LaTourell works around a 
Bigfork defender. LaTourell 
led the Wolves offensively 
with 28 points.

Cherry downs Grizzlies
BOYS BASKETBALL

Ely hits 
the skids

photos by J. Greeney

BOYS BASKETBALL

North Woods rolls to big win against Northome-Kelliher

Correction

Last week’s photos of the North 
Woods boys basketball team, which 
appeared on 1B, were inaccurately cred-
ited to David Colburn. The shots should 
have been attributed to Connie Stone. 
The Timberjay apologizes for the error. 

TWO HARBORS— The Ely boys 
Nordic ski team posted a strong perfor-
mance at the Two Harbors Invitational 
on Tuesday as they finished five racers 
in the top 15 in a field of 52 competitors 
at the Korkki Nordic Ski Center north 
of Duluth to take second in the team 
competition.

Junior Dylan Durkin finished third 
overall with a time of 21:08, just 32 
seconds behind first place finisher James 
Kyes of Duluth East.

Ely freshman Aksel Skustad fin-
ished ninth with a time of 21:55 while 
fellow freshman Oliver Hohenstein 
came in at 11th place with a time of 
22:51. Junior Eli Olson finished 12th 
with a time of 22:57, while fellow junior 

ELY—The once high-flying Wolves 
have hit a tough stretch on the ice in 
recent days, suffering three straight 
losses in a week they entered at 12-5. 

Playing at home on Tuesday, the 
Wolves fell 9-1 to Proctor. As became 
a pattern this week, Ely senior Drew 
Marolt drew first blood, with a power 
play goal just shy of five minutes into 
the first period. Ely’s lead quickly evap-
orated, however, as the Rails lit the light 
18 seconds later and went on to add two 
more before the period ended. They 
scored five more, all unanswered, in the 
second period and finished the third with 
a late goal to pad their margin.

Sophomore Lewey Powell worked 
the net for the Wolves, allowing nine 
goals on 57 shots for a .842 save per-
centage. Ely managed just 11 shots on 
goal in the contest. 

On Saturday, the Wolves looked 
eager to avenge their Friday night loss 

E L Y —  T h e 
Timberwolves played one 
of the best games of the 
season on Tuesday night 
as they downed a scrappy 
Carlton-Wrenshall squad, 
67-56. “We shot the ball 
well and defended well,” 
said Ely Head Coach Tom 
McDonald. The Wolves 
built a 20-point lead in 
the second half, but the 
Raptors weren’t ready to 
give up as they closed the 
gap to five at one point. 
“But we did enough to 

pull away at the end,” 
said McDonald. 

Jack Davies and 
Caid Chittum posted 23 
points apiece as they led 
Ely’s offensive charge. 
Wyatt Tedrick added 
11 and Drew Johnson 
had ten. Both Chittum 

Right: 
Ely sophomore  
Drew Johnson 
goes up for a jump 
shot against a 
Wrenshall defender. 

photo by J. Greeney
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Managing Editor
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NASHWAUK-  The 
North Woods girls picked up 
a big road win last Thursday 
over Nashwauk-Keewatin, 
64-39.

After a slow start the 
Grizzlies took the lead on a 
pair of Tatum Barto charities 
and a two buckets down low 
by River Cheney for an 8-0 

lead, and another Cheney 
score gave North Woods a 
double-digit lead at 12-2. The 
Grizzlies went flat from the 
field as the Spartans crawled 
back to within five, but a fast 
break bucket by Helen Koch 
broke the drought and gave 
North Woods a 19-12 edge. 
The Grizzlies boosted the lead 
to 30-18 at the half.

North Woods was never 
threatened in the second half, 

with the period playing out 
much the same way as the first 
stanza, the Grizzlies rolling to 
the 64-39 win.

Defense keyed the 
Grizzlies’ performance 
throughout the game, as they 
forced 29 turnovers, made 19 
steals and limited the Spartans 
to just 22 percent shooting. 
The Grizzlies weren’t much 
better from the floor at 31 
percent, but they put up 30 

more shots than the Spartans.
Cheney led the Grizzlies 

with 16 points, followed 
by Barto with 15 and Koch 
with 10. 

An unusual midseason 
11-day layoff has the Grizzlies 
idled until they host Barnum 
next Monday, kicking off a 
string of four games in five 
days.
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Grizzlies cruise past Spartans 64-39
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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team. Hannah Penke, who 
is back in the lineup for the 
Wolves, added eight points 
while Clare Thomas posted 
seven points.

Visser notched an 

impressive double-double, 
with 17 rebounds, includ-
ing 11 on offense, and that 
record-setting 12 steals. 

Playing at International 
Falls last Thursday, the 

Wolves easily outpaced the 
Broncos 72-45. “It wasn’t 
our best game but it was a 
solid win on the road,” said 
Gantt. LaTourell again led 
the way offensively with 

22 points, while Hannah 
Penke added 16 and Audrey 
Kallberg added 13. A total 
of nine Ely players put 
points on the board, making 
it an all-around strong per-

formance.
“We’re right where we 

feel we should be,” said 
Gantt. “We’re still getting 
better, we’re having fun and 
we’re working really hard!”

The Wolves host 
Moose Lake on Saturday, 
with a 2:30 p.m. start and 
they’ll stay home next 
week, hosting Nashwauk-
Keewatin on Monday. 

Cherry slipped out to a 9-0 
lead before Jonah Burnett 
got North Woods on the 
board with a spinning fast 
break layup. But that would 
be the only basket for the 
Grizzlies’ leading scorer in 
the first half.

With Cherry keying 
defensively on Burnett, the 
Grizzlies had to find points 
elsewhere to try to hang 
with the Tigers. A triple 
by Keenan Whitney and 
a trey and a driving deuce 
by Louie Panichi gave 
the home fans something 
to cheer about as Cherry 
extended its lead to 28-15. 
Asuma hit the 3,000 mark 
shooting in a pair of free 
throws to give Cherry a 
38-19 advantage. North 
Woods had a series of pro-
ductive possessions late in 
the half with Panichi hitting 
another trey and a double 
and Luke Will scoring three 
buckets, but the Tigers still 
extended their lead to 62-38 
at the break.

Any scant hope of a 
North Woods rally was 
snuffed out immediately in 
the second half as the Tigers 
exploded for 19 points 
before the Grizzlies finally 
tallied a Panichi free throw 
at the 14-minute mark. 
Cherry went up 96-46 with 
just over six minutes left, 
but the Grizzlies finished 

the game on an 11-3 run to 
account for the 99-57 final.

While Asuma’s mile-
stone was the highlight of 
the game for Cherry, the 
Tigers showed they aren’t a 
one-trick pony this season, 
with three players scoring 
higher than Asuma’s 15 
points. Noah Asuma and 
Carson Brown tied for 
high score honors with 21 
each, and Noah Sundquist 
dropped in 16. 

Cherry Head Coach 
Jordan Christianson com-
mented on Asuma’s mile-
stone.

“Three thousand, that’s 
a ton of baskets,” he said. 
“He’s in elite company and 
he’s an elite kid overall. 
It’s a good milestone for 
him. He deserves it, he 
earned it.”

Cherry is a danger-
ous opponent not only 
because they have multiple 
weapons, but also because 
of their team chemistry, 
Christianson said.

“We lost quite a few 
seniors, we added a couple, 
so the chemistry took a little 
bit to get going this year. 
They put in a lot of work 

together in the summer and 
they practice hard together 
every day, and I would say 
the chemistry has greatly 
improved. All five of our 
guys and even our sixth and 
seventh guys off the bench 
know they’re a threat when 
they’re on the floor, and 
they’re all confident in each 
other to make a play. So it 
could be anyone’s night – 
we don’t need 30 from Isaac 
or anything like that.”

For the Grizzlies, 
Panichi was the scoring 
spark plug, hitting for 19, 
while Burnett was well 

below his season average 
at 13 points. Will chipped 
in 10. Despite the loss, 
North Woods Head Coach 
Andrew Jugovich found 
some positive take aways, 
particularly from the first 
half.

“We knew that it 
wasn’t going to neces-
sarily go our way, but we 
wanted to see things that 
would propel us forward. 
Louie Panichi is an animal 
on offense, and Luke Will 
has been stepping up in a big 
way,” Jugovich said. “They 
moved the ball insanely 
fast, but defensively we 
started to rotate better and 
we were keeping up with 
them and getting rebounds. 
Their coach had to call two 
timeouts and in our book 
that’s a win. They’re the 
number one team in the 
state for single A and top 
75, maybe even top 50 for 
all four classes, so they’re 
a phenomenal team.”
Northome-Kelliher

Northome-Kelliher 
came calling at North 
Woods last Friday, and the 
Grizzlies were in top form 
as they ran the Mustangs out 
of the gym with a 104-65 
win.

The Grizzlies held 
a slim 26-23 lead when 
they took control with 
an 11-2 spurt sparked by 

a Panichi trey and four 
charities by Burnett. North 
Woods turned in one of its 
most impressive offensive 
streaks of the season to 
close out the half, scoring 
on 12 of its last 14 pos-
sessions to lead 67-46 at 
intermission.

With the Grizzlies 
cruising at 78-50, Talen 
Jarshaw got into the act 
with a trey and a pair of 
buckets sandwiched around 
a Burnett fast break to push 
the lead to 87-51. Trajan 
Barto canned the triple 
that put the Grizzlies over 
the century mark with a 
minute left to play, and 
a putback by TaySean 
Boshey-Wilkerson topped 
off the 104-65 smackdown.

The Grizzlies got big 
games out of Burnett and 
Panichi, with 33 and 31 
points respectively, and 
picked up 16 from Will and 
12 from Jarshaw.

“They’re a very phys-
ical and big team, but we 
knew they couldn’t keep up 
with us at the pace we play,” 
Jugovich said. “We just had 
to get them tired first, and 
we took advantage of that.”

The Grizzlies were 
scheduled to face off 
against Duluth Marshall 
on the road on Friday, then 
have a week off before trav-
eling to Coleraine to take on 

The Grizzlies’ Keenan Whitney eyes the bucket under heavy pressure from a 
Cherry defender. photo by D. Colburn

Silas Solum came in 14th 
with a time of 23:09. Milo 
McClelland finished 20th 
with a time of 24:09. 

Duluth East, a perenni-
al Nordic ski powerhouse, 
took eight of the top 11 
spots for a team total of 487, 

while Ely skiers claimed the 
other three and took second 
with 459 points.

The girls struggled a 

bit on Tuesday, finishing 
fourth among the five teams 
competing, with 410 points. 
Senior Claire Blauch was 

Ely’s top finisher, in 11th 
place with a time of 25:19. 
Senior Ava Skustad was 
right behind in 14th with a 

time of 25:31 in a field of 47 
racers. No other Ely racers 
made it into the top 20.

to Lake of the Woods as 
they came out gunning for 
net. Senior forward Drew 
Marolt made it look easy 
as he lit the light at the 
1:52 mark on an assist from 
his younger brother Owen 
Marolt. He did it again 32 
seconds later with an assist 
from junior defenseman 
Alex Merriman to put the 
Wolves on top 2-0.

But, again, that proved 
to be the extent of Ely’s fire-
power for the afternoon as 
they went scoreless the rest 
of the way as the Panthers 
put up seven unanswered 
goals to take home a 7-2 
win. Penalties didn’t help 
Ely’s cause, as the Wolves 
were tagged six times to 

just once for the Panthers. 
And Park Rapids made 
that advantage count as 
they racked up three power 
play goals on the after-
noon. When Wes Sandy 
was called for tripping at 
the 3:10 mark and Jayden 
Zemke made his own trip 
to the box 31 seconds later, 
the Panthers took advantage 
with a power play goal at 
the 4:41 mark to close the 
gap to 2-1. The Panthers 
did it again nine minutes 
later, tying the score at the 
13:47 mark, while Sandy 
was back in the box for 
kneeing. They notched their 
final power play goal early 
in the third period while 
Chase Anderson was out 

for roughing. 
Park Rapids peppered 

Ely goalie Ben Leeson with 
45 shots on goal and they 
made them count. Leeson 
had one of his poorest 
save percentages in recent 
weeks, which didn’t help 
the cause. Ely managed a 
relatively anemic 25 shots 
on goal. 

It was a similar story 
for the Wolves against Lake 
the Woods on Friday as Ely 
jumped out to an early lead 
only to watch it evaporate. 
Drew Marolt again led the 
charge, with a quick unas-
sisted goal at the 2:57 mark. 
Junior Garrett Rohr put Ely 
up 2-0 late in the first period 
with an assist from senior 

Tommy Homer. But that’s 
when the Bears went to 
work, notching six straight 
goals, two of them on power 
plays, to take it 6-2. 

Leeson struggled again 
in the net, allowing four 
goals on 20 shots in 34 
minutes of play. Sophomore 
Lewis Powell took over in 
the net for part of the game, 
allowing two goals on 
14 shots in 17 minutes of 
action. The Bears outshot 
Ely 34-25. 

Ely, now 12-8, hosts 
Bagley on Friday (6 p.m. 
start) and have a week off 
before visiting St. Paul 
Johnson on Friday, Feb. 2. 

Ely archers compete 
at Grand Rapids

GRAND RAPIDS- Multiple Ely 
archers scored medals at a tournament in 
Grand Rapids on Saturday.

Fifth-grader Aspen MacCoy won the 
elementary girls division in 3D competition 
over 21 other competitors. Cylvia DeBeltz 
place third in the high school girls 3D among 
39 shooters.

DeBeltz also took third in the high 
school girls bullseye competition, shoot-
ing against 82 other archers. Sixth grader 
Hayden Weidemann finished first in his 
grade category and fifth overall among 92 
middle school boys. MacCoy took fourth 

and Johnson notched dou-
ble-doubles on the night as 
Johnson added 11 rebounds 
while Chittum tallied ten. 

The Wolves struggled 
on Saturday as Duluth 

Marshall came to town, 
slipping 64-43. “I thought 
we played okay defensive-
ly but didn’t shoot well 
the whole game,” said 
McDonald. “They were 

rather athletic and we had 
a hard time covering all of 
them with out defense.” 

Davies led the way 
offensively for Ely, pouring 
in 22 points, while Chittum 

added 12 and eight boards.
The Wolves were set 

to host Littlefork-Big Falls 
on Friday and will head to 
Greenway on Tuesday. 

Attorney Kelly Klun will walk you through 
the basics of developing a Will, setting up a 

Trust and the effect of other legal documents.

1 E. Chapman St • P.O. Box 240 
Ely, MN 55731

Ensure your assets, property and
loved ones are taken care of.

218-365-3221
www.klunlaw.com

Wednesday, Jan. 31 • 5:30-6:30 PM
Ely School Media Center • 600 E Harvey St, Ely
Register at www.ely.k12.mn.us/communityed

or call Sara 218-365-3221

FR
EE

FR
EE ESTATE 
PLANNING CLASS

FIREPLACE
SALES & SERVICE

Contact us for
Fireplaces, Stove & 
Chimney Products,

Installations, Inspections
and Repair

218-365-5013
hearthsidecorner@citlink.net

Cook VFW

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757
(218)666-0500

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

1/3 LB BURGER - $6

Open: Wed-Mon:
Noon to Closing

(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM

Thursday: BINGO
Opens: 5 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM

Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

READ THE TIMBERJAY!    

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/21/2024 North

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 
Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.
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12 DAYS: MAY-SEPT 2024 DEPARTURES

Rugged, remote, and utterly beautiful, the wilds of Alaska 
come alive on this guided tour of the Frontier State. 
Experience the best of Alaska, from the wilderness of Denali 
National Park to the drama of calving glaciers along the 
Inside Passage.
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Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
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2, 3, and 4 day schedules or Full Time positions 
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Ramon E. Berg 
Ramon E. “Ray” 

Berg, 91, longtime res-
ident of Soudan, passed 
away on Monday, Jan. 
15, 2024, at Essentia 
Health-Virginia. A private 
family interment will be 
held. A celebration of life 
will be held in the spring 
or summer. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

Ray was born at home 
in Tower, on March 28, 
1932, to Christian and 
Virginia Bruneau Berg. 
His life revolved around 
family, and whenever you 
met Ray, he always greet-
ed you with a smile; he 
had a kindness that would 

warm your heart.
He is survived by 

his son, Michael Berg; 
daughter, Patricia (Kurt) 
Hujanen; grandchildren, 
Brian (Kelly) Hujanen 
and Sarah Hujanen; and 
four special great-grand-
children, Mackenzy, Ava-
ya, Jameson and Taiger. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 55 
years, Lorraine, in August 
2009.

Daniel E. Hackey 
Daniel Earl Hackey, 

75, of Porterville, Calif., 
and formerly of Tow-

er and Biwabik, died on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, 
in Bakersville Memori-
al Hospital in Califor-
nia. A celebration of life 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
Jan. 30 at 5:30 p.m., along 
with a potluck style din-
ner, at the Vermilion Fam-
ily Wellness Center on the 
Vermilion Reservation in 
Tower for anyone who 
wishes to attend. 

Dan was born on May 
3, 1948, in Alameda, Ca-
lif., the son of Margaret 
and Donald Hackey. He 
attended Biwabik High 
School and completed 
some courses at Mesabi 
Community College. In 
1970, Dan enlisted with 
the U.S. Navy Submarine 
Division. After 20 years 
of service in the Navy, 
Dan retired in 1990. Dan 
was an enrolled member 
of the Bois Forte Band 
of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe. He enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing, bonfires, golf-
ing and working.

Dan is survived by 
his wife, Darlene of Por-
terville, Calif.; siblings, 
Pam and Vickie of Tow-
er and Dawn of Virginia; 
sons, Daniel (April) of 
Embarrass and Craig (Ma-
ria) and grandchildren, 
Noah, Cora and Shea of 
Richmond, Va.; daughter, 
Leona Hackey (Chris) 
Crenshaw and grandchil-
dren, Taylor, Matthew and 
Kelly of Richmond, Va.; 
bonus daughter, Shawn-
telle Weinberg (Keith 
Browder) and grandsons, 
Shane and Jaison Wein-
berg. 

He was preceded 
in death by his son, Jes-
se Hackey; brother, Guy 
Hackey; stepdaughter, 
Tammy Dratz; nephew, 
Timothy Pepworth; and 
great-nephew, Starlin 
Strong.

Robert LaTourell
Robert “Jeep” La-

Tourell, 89, of Ely, a proud 
U.S. Army Veteran, passed 

away on Sunday, Jan. 21, 
2024, at Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital with 
his family by his side. Fu-
neral arrangements are en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely. 

Galen A. Holewa
Galen Anthony Hole-

wa, 63, formerly of Ely 
and Babbitt, entered into 
God’s Kingdom on Fri-
day, Jan. 19, 2024. Fu-
neral services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
26 at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Hibbing with 
visitation at 10 a.m. Lunch 
will follow the service at 
the church. Burial will 
be at 3 p.m. at the Lavell 
Cemetery in Meadow-
lands. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be directed 
to the Pregnancy Health 
Center of Hibbing or Du-
luth. Arrangements are 
entrusted to Rupp Funeral 
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice in Chisholm.

He is survived by his 

wife, Lizbeth Haapala 
Holewa; children, Jededi-
ah (Stephanie) and Nathan 
(Kari); grandchildren, 
Taylor, Mackenzie, Madi-
son, Jakob, Lukas, Tristen 
and Adrien; and siblings, 
Evan and Gwendoline 
Holewa Webb.

Brian D. Jarvi 
Brian Daniel Jarvi, 

57, of Ely, passed away on 
Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. 
A private family ceremo-
ny is planned to honor his 
life. The family appreci-
ates the support and con-
dolences received during 
this difficult time. Funeral 
arrangements have been 
entrusted to Kerntz Funer-
al Home of Ely.

He is survived by his 
loving son, Shane (Mai-
sy) Jarvi; father, Gerald; 
mother, Carolyn (Bill) 
Surla; brother, Brett; and 
sister Joni (Billy) Hem-
ming.

 Obituaries and Death Notices
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Who:    Grace Lutheran Youth along with local chef Josh Brang 
What:   Hosting a home cooked chicken or pork dinner with all the fixins’*  
Where: Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

 301 E Conan St.  
When:  Friday, Feb. 9, 2024. Dinner served from 4-8 p.m. 
Why:    The youth of Grace Lutheran are raising needed funds to attend the 2024 National 
Youth Gathering in             New Orleans, LA this July. 
 
Advance Tickets - $13. 
Pay at the door -  $15. 
Kids (ages 3-12) - $10 
 

Please make checks payable to “Grace Lutheran.” 
 

For more information, questions or to place an order by phone, please call: 
Rachel Brophy 712-899-2527. 

 
*Vegetarian options also available. 

 
Take-out orders are available. 

 

ELY- The Ely Chamber 
of Commerce wishes to honor 
the hardworking individuals, 
groups, and businesses whose 
contributions elevate our region 
and make it a better place for ev-
eryone to work, live, and visit. 
To do that, the chamber is now 
accepting nominations for four 
annual awards to recognize the 
extraordinary people and busi-
nesses of the Ely area. Award 
recipients will be recognized at 
this year’s Celebrate Ely net-
working event on April 11.  

Jackpine Bob Cary Com-
munity Spirit Award: Local 
legend Jackpine Bob Cary epit-
omized the spirit that is still 
alive in Ely today.  Author, art-
ist, photographer, wilderness 
guide, and ski racer Bob helped 
put Ely on the map when he ran 
for president on the Independent 
Fisherman’s Party ticket.  He is 
remembered for his passion for 
life and his ability to have fun.

Bob was an outspoken com-

munity representative.  He loved 
Ely and constantly worked to 
promote it through his writings, 
artistic works, and the stories he 
shared with anyone who would 
listen.  He was tremendously 
willing to serve and give time to 
support Ely and the surrounding 
area.

 In 2009, the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce established an 
award in Cary’s honor: Jack-
pine Bob Cary Community 
Spirit Award. This award aims 
to recognize an individual or 
group for their unselfish giving 
and promotion of Ely, who has 
positively impacted the Ely area 
and tourism. The award may or 
may not be given annually. Cri-
teria for individuals, groups, or 
organizations include being an 
enthusiastic promoter of Ely, 
actively involved in projects 
and activities that significantly 
contribute to the quality of life 
and promotion of Ely.

Good Neighbor Business 
Award: The Ely Chamber of 
Commerce wishes to recognize 
businesses that go above and 
beyond to foster an environ-
ment of community improve-
ment and support. This award is 
for any for-profit business that 
demonstrates their commitment 
to the Ely community through 
activities such as financial con-
tributions to community organi-
zations or fund-raisers, sponsor-
ships of events, volunteer work 
by owners or business staff, 
involvement in community or-
ganizations or activities, and 
donations of services, facilities, 
or other resources. 

Membership in the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce is not 
required for this award, but 
the business should be actively 
involved through a time com-
mitment or financial support of 
projects and activities that sig-
nificantly contribute to the qual-
ity of life in the community.

Good Citizen Volunteer of 
the Year Award: We all know 
someone who is always step-
ping forward to assist others. 
This person’s work may include 
assisting neighbors, serving as 
an active member of area clubs 
and organizations, or just lend-
ing a hand no matter the situa-
tion. Please help us identify and 
recognize a community member 
for this person’s ongoing com-
mitment to Ely, as demonstrated 
through his or her volunteer ef-
forts for our Good Citizen Vol-
unteer of the Year Award.

Excellence in Customer 
Service Award: Employees 
are the face of every business. 
Whether it is a service or retail 
business, employees make an 
impact on customer and guest 
experiences. The Chamber of 
Commerce wants to discover 
and honor an Ely employee who 
personifies excellence in cus-
tomer service. This individual 
should be someone who will go 

the extra distance to help find 
merchandise, always find the 
answer to all your questions, or 
customize services to meet your 
needs. The chamber invites you 
to share your top customer ser-
vice employee pick for our Ex-
cellence in Customer Service 
Award.

Nominations for all these 
awards are due Feb. 20. Any-
one may nominate an individu-
al or business for these awards. 
Please include a short statement 
of 150-500 words explaining 
why you feel they deserve rec-
ognition, including specific, re-
cent achievements that describe 
the nominee’s work and impact 
on our community. 

Send nominations to Ely 
Chamber of Commerce, 1600 
E. Sheridan St, Ely, or to direc-
tor@ely.org. Nominations are 
open through Feb.20.

Ely Chamber of Commerce award nominations now open

Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common 
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to 
create an individual program to address your 
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well 
Physical Therapy can help you restore your 
mobility and live your best life.

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com • vermilionparkinn.com

• On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
• Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort 

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!
(call for rate)

Winter Getaway Destination!
• Comfortable Private Rooms

• Continental Breakfast
• Affordable Off-Season Rates

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs



AMENDMENT TO 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order 
to enable consumers to be 
able to identify the true owner 
of a business.
List the exact assumed name 
under which the business is or 
will be conducted:
Jane Dough Baking Co.
Principal place of business: 
2214 E 41st St., Hibbing, MN 
55746
List the name and complete 
street address of all persons 
conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, or 
if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Ash & 
Sage Collective LLC, 2214 E 
41st St., Hibbing, MN 55746.
This certificate is an amend-
ment of Certificate of 

Assumed Name File Number: 
1421809000027, originally 
filed on 10/20/23.
I, the undersigned, certify that 
I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is 
true and correct and in compli-

ance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing 
this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as 
if I had signed this document 
under oath.
Signed: Ashley S. Snyder
01/08/2024

Published in the Timberjay, 
Jan. 19 & 26, 2024
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EMPLOYMENT PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal notices are online 
each week at timberjay.com 

www.mnpublicnotice.com/

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

OPENINGS
Vermilion Country 

School (VCS) is 
seeking applicants 

for the following 
positions:

Vermilion Country is a project based learning 
school seeking to expand our staffing. We 
are adding new positions! Currently open for 
interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485 
or email info@vermilioncountry.org for more 
information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades 
7-12(B.A. or teaching license required):

 Literature/Language Arts &/or Social Studies 
(Licensed) 40K-54K DOE
 Science &/or Math Teacher (Licensed) 40K-
54K DOE

Student Support and Community positions 
(no education license required) 

Benefits Eligible
 Special Education Assistant /para(Special 
Education ) (Hourly $17.50 - 24.50/HR +)
 Student Success Counselor (salary) ($40K 
annual salary) 
 Student Success Program Specialist (hourly 
$24-30/hr+ DOE) 

Part Time: 
 American Indian Programs Liaison & 
Community Organizer (Hourly $24-30/hr+ 
DOE) Part time 4-8 hours per week
 Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per 
week. Hourly rate DOE
 Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus)  
5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE

For inquiries, contact 
info@vermilioncountry.org 

and/or 218-248-2485

MEETING CHANGE NOTICE
MORCOM TOWNSHIP

February Morcom Township Board Meeting 
has been changed to Thursday, February 15 
at 6:00 pm.  

Sasha Lehto, Clerk, Morcom Township 
218-969-5812

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 19 & 26, 2024

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

NOW HIRING!
PART-TIME MANAGER

ELY WINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

YOU: Have a passion for history and a 
deep interest in community. Are an energetic, 
collaborative and resourceful individual who 
appreciates people, places and narratives of 
the past. Can nimbly move amongst a variety 
of responsibilities, from board meetings and 
greeting museum visitors to increasing public 
awareness and engagement. 

US: A small nonprofit focused on preserving 
and interpreting the history of the Ely and 
Winton area. A committed volunteer board of 
directors. A part-time colleague for you in the 
form of a bookkeeper. A museum and artifacts 
requiring caretaking, organizing and interpre-
tation support. 

PART-TIME (up to 20 hours/weekly), 
$15-$18/hour (depending on qualifications). 
Full job description available at https://www.
elywintonhistory.org and preference given 
to cover letters and resumes received by 

Monday, February 12.     2/2

EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP
MAIL BALLOT NOTICE

Notice to Voters residing in Eagles Nest 
Township, St. Louis County will vote by mail 
in statewide elections as authorized by Eagles 
Nest Township under MN Statute 204B.45. 

Notice of State Presidential Primary Election:  
March 5, 2024. All persons registered to vote 
as of January 19, 2024, in MAIL BALLOT 
precincts will automatically be sent a ballot 
at least 14 days prior to the election.  If you 
are registered to vote and do not receive a 
ballot by February 20, 2024, please contact 
the St. Louis County Auditor’s Office at one 
of these locations Auditor, St. Louis County 
Courthouse 100 North 5th Avenue West, 
Room 214 Duluth, MN  55802, (218) 726-2385 
or Virginia Government Services Building 201 
South 3rd Ave West Virginia, MN  55792, 
(218) 749-7104. You may email questions to 
elections@stlouiscountymn.gov.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 26 & Feb. 2, 2024



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY 
PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian 
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely, 
218-235-3819l

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED: McCarthy 
Beach State Park NR Supervisor 
1 Assistant Manager. For more 
details and to apply visit mn.gov/
mmb/careers.  1/19v

PUPPIES
SPRINGERDOODLE PUPPIES 
FOR SALE- 11 weeks old, male, 
vetted, microchipped, vaccinat-
ed, family-raised in Hoyt Lakes. 
$200. Call 218-428-3216.  2/2v
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
WINTER HOURS:

Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Closed Weekends

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/21/2024 North

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 
Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.

USE PROMO CODE: YMT2024
1-866-577-6646

12 DAYS: MAY-SEPT 2024 DEPARTURES

Rugged, remote, and utterly beautiful, the wilds of Alaska 
come alive on this guided tour of the Frontier State. 
Experience the best of Alaska, from the wilderness of Denali 
National Park to the drama of calving glaciers along the 
Inside Passage.

Starting at $2149 $1899

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

Full & Part Time Local & Regional Positions
2, 3, and 4 day schedules or Full Time positions 
available from our Terminal in St Cloud, MN.

Come join our team at Warnert Logistics, we will have 2 FT driving positions available 
March 1st, We offer Full Time Benefits (Health Insurance, 401k, PTO) Home weekends 
and some evenings, Late Model trucks and Dry Van trailers, excellent maintenance pro-

gram and onsite mechanic, percentage based pay program. 

ConContactact Jt Jessesse ae at 3t 320-20-257257-91-9100 00 or or recrecruiruitinting@wg@warnarnertert.co.comm

Requirements:
• Class A- Clean Driving Record 
• 2 Years minimum experience



Beautiful CABINETS

• Providing Design Help For Your Unique Style •

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron • 218-741-6690 • HOURS 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia
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Find It Here

AUTOMOTIVE

online 24/7 at www.timberjay.com

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)

EMPLOYMENT HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Care for Feathered Friends!
ON SALE!

Black Oil
SunflOwer SeedS
$2099 40 lb. AndersonFurnitureCompany.com

214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales

professionals about
CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN

Kitchens That Cook!
New Cabinets for Home or Cabin!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Closed Wknds

info@cookbuildingcenter.com

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Communications Manager 1

 Permanent, Full-Time

The Department of Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation is seeking to fill the permanent, full-
time (1.0 FTE) position of Communications Director 
(Communications Manager 1).

The Communications Director provides leadership 
as an agency communications and marketing strate-
gist for Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation. This 
position oversees development and execution of stra-
tegic communications and marketing including public 
relations, engagement and outreach efforts, media 
relations to advance agency objectives, inform stake-
holders, protect and enhance the agency’s reputation 
and lead crisis communication efforts. This position 
provides leadership in execution of agency strate-
gic planning development, implementation, consulta-
tion, evaluation, and communications. This position 
serves as the agency spokesperson and liaison to the 
Governor’s Office. 
This position is located in Eveleth, MN with the eligibil-
ity for a mixture of in office and telework. Occasional 
travel to events is required.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID: 73254

Application deadline: February 7, 2024

GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE! Full time positions 
are eligible for low cost medical and dental insurance, 
employer paid life insurance, short-term and long-term 
disability, pre-tax flexible spending accounts, retire-
ment plan, tax-deferred compensation, sick leave, paid 
personal days.

AA/EOE, Veteran Friendly      2/2

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
Communications Manager 1 

 Permanent, Full-Time 
 

The Department of Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation is seeking to fill the permanent, full-time 
(1.0 FTE) position of Communications Director (Communications Manager 1). 

The Communications Director provides leadership as an agency communications and marketing 
strategist for Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation. This position oversees development and 
execution of strategic communications and marketing including public relations, engagement and 
outreach efforts, media relations to advance agency objectives, inform stakeholders, protect and 
enhance the agency’s reputation and lead crisis communication efforts. This position provides 
leadership in execution of agency strategic planning development, implementation, consultation, 
evaluation, and communications. This position serves as the agency spokesperson and liaison to the 
Governor’s Office.  

This position is located in Eveleth, MN with the eligibility for a mixture of in office and telework. 
Occasional travel to events is required. 

Learn more and apply online at 
mn.gov/careers 

Job ID: 73254 
 
 

Application deadline: February 7, 2024 
 

GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE! Full time positions are eligible for low cost medical and dental insurance, employer 
paid life insurance, short-term and long-term disability, pre-tax flexible spending accounts, retirement plan, tax-

deferred compensation, sick leave, paid personal days. 
 

AA/EOE, Veteran Friendly 

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

$29,990

2023 GMC Terrain SLT 4x4
Great Used Vehicles!

$32,990

2021 Buick Enclave Essence AWD

$24,990

2019 Buick Enclave Avenir AWD

$31,990

2019 Toyota 4Runner SR5
Premium 4x4

$15,990

2018 Ford Ecosport SE AWD

$18,990

2015 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 4x4


