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Groaners galore as puns break out at Ely laundry

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY-The Laundry Room
at428 E. Sheridan St. has been
stricken by a punbelievable
outbreak of colorful quips—
take-offs on celebrities and
movie characters. No longer
are patrons utilizing run-
of-mill washers and dryers.
Instead, they’re tossing their
tighty whities into the gaping
maw of Luke Skywasher or

Oprah Spinfry.

The punny name project
was the idea of Emily Weise,
one of the new owners of the
Laundry Room along with her
husband Joe Weise. Emily,
who runs the marketing side
of the business, has also
been spreading her spin on
naming the machines out on
Facebook. Photos of the latest
washer and dryer names have
popped up on the What’s Up
Ely,MN Facebook group. The

Facebook page for the Laundry
Room hosts posts asking for
name suggestions and then
running polls to see which ones
are the most popular.

The best-liked names will
likely label a washer or dryer,
even though many machines
are already named. “Star
Wars” fans can wash their dirty
laundry in Obi-wan Kleanobi
while “Game of Thrones”
aficionados will appreciate

Right: Joe Weise, new
co-owner of the Laundry
Room laundromat in Ely,
with two of his dryers,
now named “Albus
Tumbledore” and

“Helga Hufflefluff.”

photo by C. Clark

their clothes.
“As a family, we like

word play,” Joe Weise told |
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FROZEN debuts Friday

Ely High School won the exclusive rights to perform the musical in anesota

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- After more than a year of
buildup, the weekend of “Frozen in
Ely” is finally here.

Ely Memorial High School was
the only high school in Minnesota to
win the rights to perform “Disney’s
Frozen, The Broadway Musical” and
the school’s three performances are
setfor Friday and Saturday at7 p.m.,
along with matinees on Saturday, at
2 p.m., and Sunday, at 3 p.m.

Tickets are available online at
frozeninely.org until 6 hours before
each performance. If the shows
don’t sell out, the remaining tickets
will be sold for cash or check at the
door. The performances will all be
at Washington Auditorium at the
Ely School District Campus at 600
E.Harvey St. Parking is available in
the district’s parking lots or along 4th
Ave., Harvey St., and 7th Ave. Use
the center door, labeled “Door 1,”
into the new addition. Go through
the double doors of the entrance and

Above: Ely freshman Chezne
Nickolson (left) and Ely soph-
omore Molly Lindsay (center)
play the troll couple Bulda and
Pabbie, looking upon Ely sixth
grader Beck Sponholtz, who
plays a younger Princess Anna
who had just been cured of her
magical injury at the hands of
her sister, Princess Elsa.

Right: Ely junior Rachel

Carter playing Princess Anna
and Northeast Range senior
Gabriel White playing Prince
Hans at the beginning of the
dance sequence in “Love Is an
Open Door.”

photos by C. Clark

then turn right. The auditorium is at
the end of the hallway.

As of Wednesday morning,
the Saturday and Sunday matinee
performances looked likely to sell
out. “Consult the website before

See...F ROZEN pg. 11
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piragis.com

piragis.com

Winter is settling in! Finally )

218 - 365 - 6745

It’s a great time to discover a Great Book!
The Piragis Bookstore has new titles daily.
Open Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

boundarywaterscatalog.com

Solar project
still moving
forward

Tower-Breitung Waste
Water Board hopes to have
final plan by mid-summer

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— A plan to build an
approximately five-megawatt solar
array near the Tower-Breitung water
tower remains in the works even as
agreement on the details have taken
longer to finalize than originally
anticipated.

“We’re trading options with
Minnesota Power right now,” said
Tim Tomsich, the chair of the
Tower-Breitung Waste Water Board,
or TBWWB, which owns the land
currently slated for development of
the project.

The proposal, originally spear-
headed by retired Minnesota Power
executive Eric Norberg, has since
been assumed by Minnesota Power,
which s in the process of substantially

See...SOLAR pg. 9

OHV camp
construction
set for 2024

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— A new state
campground designed specifically for
off-road vehicle users should be under
construction later this year just east of
Soudan. The campground was part
of the original concept for the Lake
Vermilion-Soudan Underground
Mine State Park, but the idea ran
into opposition from lawmakers and
outdoors groups that opposed the
lifting of a longstanding prohibition
on ATVs and other off-road vehicles
in state parks.

The small section of park land,

See...OHV CAMP pg. 10
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Ely Chamber hosting job fair on Feb. 8

ELY- Job fairs are great opportunities to gather
businesses and job seekers in one location. The Ely
Chamber of Commerce has reserved the Ely Senior
Center for a community job fair on Thursday, Feb. §,
from 3 — 6 p.m., with light snacks and refreshments
available.

The chamber invites local businesses and organi-
zations with job openings to contact them to reserve
a spot at the job fair. All businesses are invited to
participate. For those unable to attend, please drop
your information off at the chamber office, and they
will share it during the fair.

A second way to share job openings is on the
job list. The chamber maintains the list and provides
the information to job seekers. Send openings to
fun@ely.org. Chamber members will also have their
openings posted on the Ely.org website. Job seekers
of all ages are invited to attend. With the job fair
scheduled to start at 3 p.m., high school students can
swing in after school. The job fair runs until 6 p.m.,
so area residents and college students can check out
job openings too.

Those who would like to have a table at the job
fair, please contact the chamber office at 218-365-
6123 or director@ely.org.

Funding for dislocated workers announced by JET

REGIONAL - JET, which serves adults, dis-
located workers, public assistance recipients, and
youth ages 14+ on career paths to employment in a
seven-county area of Northeast Minnesota announces
availability of funding for dislocated workers. This
funding can be life-changing for people who have
been laid off from a job and need a way to recover
lost wages and benefits. Applicants must have been on
Unemployment Insurance sometime in the past year
to be considered for this opportunity. Funding can be
used to assist with training and job search expenses
such as help paying tuition for a 2-year degree or the
last two years of a bachelor’s degree and short-term
trainings such as Nursing Assistant, Commercial
Driver’s license, (CDL), Boiler’s license, Peer Recov-
ery Support Specialist and more.

Support service assistance includes purchase of
required uniforms and tools, car repairs, testing and
licensing fees and more. To be eligible you must live
in one of these counties: St. Louis, Carlton, Aitkin,
Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, or Cook. Please go to the
link below to find contact information for one of our
career counselors that serve the county in which you
live. Please find more information here: https://www.
nemojt.org/dislocated-workers/

Lake Country Power seeks applicants for

Electric Cooperative Youth Tour

COHASSET — Most students may not have an
opportunity to visit Washington, D.C., but at least one
will be sponsored by Lake Country Power (LCP) to
attend the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour for a week
in June.

The cooperative is seeking high school sopho-
mores and juniors to apply for an opportunity to be
selected as their representative on this year’s Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour. The application deadline is
February 20, and all applicants must have parents or
legal guardians who are active LCP members — mean-
ing they currently receive electric service from the
cooperative.

More than 1,900 student delegates from all
over the country go on the Youth Tour in D.C. each
year, including at least 40 students from Minnesota.
Students visit with their congressional representa-
tives, tour some of the most famous museums in the
world and make memories and friends that will last a
lifetime. Students also learn about the electric cooper-
ative business model and American history.

The Electric Cooperative Youth Tour has been
a tradition among high school students since 1957
when it was established by the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA). Students will
find the application form online and more information
about this opportunity at www.lakecoutrypower.coop/
youth-tour. If questions, contact LCP at 800-421-
9959, extension 7152, and ask for Tami Zaun. School
counselors have been informed about this opportunity
and can be a local resource as well.

CELEBRATING WINTER

There's sNOw keeping down
the Ely Winter Festival

ELY - Did you really think
a little snow shortage was go-
ing to stop the Ely Winter Festi-
val? Hah! Mother Nature came
through again, which means
it’s about time to pull on your
boots, zip up your coats and
come on out. The Ely Winter
Festival runs Feb. 1-11, and
there are so many fun activities
to choose from. The board and
volunteers are putting together
the final details to bring you a
wonderful winter festival. Be
sure to check out the website
www.elywinterfestival.com for
more information and event
schedules.

The festival will once again
be home to favorite events such
as the Snow Sculpting Sympo-
sium, the Ely ArtWalk, skating and
kick sledding in Whiteside Park,
snowshoe hikes with the Listening
Point Foundation and tons of class-
es at the Ely Folk School. Look for
a schedule of events in newspapers
and in their brochure. Extra special
events this year include a concert
by singer-songwriter Courtney Yas-
mineh at Northern Grounds Coffee
House, a big band concert, and the
Ely Film Festival at Ely’s Historic
State Theater (EHST). For tickets to
the film festival, check out the EHST
website www.elyfilmfest.com.

Snowshoe hike tours out to
Sigurd Olson’s historic Listening
Point will be available through the
ten days of the festival. For more in-
formation and sign up sheets, visit
www.listeningpointfoundation.org.
Limited slots are available, so sign
up soon.

The 2024 Ely Winter Festival
pin is available at Northern Grounds,
Zup’s Market, Grand Ely Lodge,
Potluck Kitchenware, Blue Loon,
the Chamber of Commerce, and Pi-
ragis Northwoods Company for $6.
The price includes a $1 donation to
arts programs in the schools. Last
year’s donations went to Ely Memo-

&
Above: This Viking ship
snow sculpture shows
there’s no shortage of
creativity at the Ely Winter
Festival. Photo by Chris
Ellerbroek

Right: The 2024 Ely Winter
Festival pin is on sale now
at many local retailers and
the chamber for $6.

rial High School for production of
the musical, “Frozen.” This year’s
recipient will be the art department.

Long-sleeved  T-shirts  with
this year’s pin design are avail-
able at Grand Ely Lodge, Northern
Grounds, and Piragis Northwoods
Company for $25.

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing during the festival should email
snow @elywinterfestival.com. Vol-
unteers are always needed and ap-
preciated.

The Ely Winter Festival sends
much gratitude to the city of Ely,
Grand Ely Lodge, Ely Family
Dental, Ely Film Festival, Raven
Words Press, Veterans on the Lake,

Rock Country Masonry, Dutchman
Tree Service LLC, Ely Flower and
Seed, and all of the other amazing
sponsors. This festival couldn’t hap-
pen without you, and they appreci-
ate all your support. Thank you!

This activity is made possible
by the voters of Minnesota through
grants from the Minnesota State Arts
Board and the Arrowhead Regional
Arts Council, thanks to a legislative
appropriation from the arts and cul-
tural heritage fund.

For more information contact
Shauna Vega at 218-365-SNOW or
Shauna@elywinterfestival.com.

Ely Chamber of Commerce to hold next
business incubator session Jan. 23

ELY - Nick Dunnom, from Sun-
belt Business Advisors, is back for a
second session on Business Succes-
sion Planning. The session is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Jan. 23, from noon
to 1:30 p.m., at the International
Wolf Center.

Those who attended the Busi-
ness Succession Planning 101 in
October learned from Nick the do’s
and don’ts of valuing a business and
the importance of planning for a
business sale or transfer to family or
staff. Any time is the right time to

begin succession planning.

Succession Planning 201: How
to Maximize the Value of Your Busi-
ness digs deeper into succession
planning. Nick will recap the basics
from the first session, then discuss
how to determine the baseline val-
ue of a business and deep dive into
different value drivers that bring the
number up or down. To register for
the session, please get in touch with
the Ely Chamber of Commerce be-
fore Monday, Jan. 22, at 218-365-
6123 or director@ely.org.

The Ely Chamber of Commerce
seeks business owners who are
willing to teach a seminar. Topics
should focus on content that aids
business owners and managers to
develop or expand their business-
es or services. Topics can include
types of retirement accounts, group
insurance policies, marketing, loan
options, or other business-related
information. Session slots are avail-
able for March and April. Those
who want to teach a session can con-
tact Eva at the chamber office.

Free online class assists farmers to sell direct to customers

STATEWIDE - The
University of Minnesota
Extension will offer a free
online class to farm oper-
ators on how best to price
and market farm goods di-
rect to customers.

walue drivers that bring the number up or down.

Q

sl TUESDAY
Jonuary 23, 2024

TIME
Noon=1:30PM
Bring a lunch

LOCATION
Interndational Wolf Center
1396 Hwy 1689

RSVP
By January 22, 2024
Director@Ely.org

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

BUSINESS INCUBATOR
LUNCH & LEARN

Succession Planning 20%: How to Maximize the Value of Your Business

Nick Dunnom | leading another great Llunch & Learn session that digs deeper into
sucGassion planning. Nick will recap the Basics from the first session, then discuss
hoae to determine the baseline value of @ business and deep dive into different

SUNBELT BUSINEES
ADVISORS

The series of three
classes will be on Tues-
days at 6 p.m. on Feb. 6,
13 and 20. A self-guided
workbook will be avail-
able to apply the knowl-
edge to your own opera-
tion and the entire series is
free. Register at https://z.
umn.edu/direct-to-con-
sumer

According to Ryan
Pesch, Extension ag busi-
ness management educa-
tor. “Whether you are a
beginning operator look-
ing to get started at your
local farmers market or a
seasoned veteran looking
to sell some quarters of
beef on the side, this class
will give you the basics

Friday, January 26, 2024
11 AM-1PM

Hands on Activities

to get up and running in
2024.”

Extension ag busi-
ness management assists
producers with a range
of business management
issues. Go to https://ex-
tension.umn.edu/man-
aging-farm to find more
information and other
events.

Lunch Provided
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- After 43 years
of service, Public Works
Foreman Mike Popesh, a
long-time city of Ely em-
ployee, retired last week.
He began work with the
city at the end of 1980,
according to Mayor Heidi
Omerza.

The mayor gave
Popesh a plaque in com-
memoration of his service
during the Ely City Coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday
evening. “We sure appre-
ciate all of your hard work
and all that you have been
through with us,” said
Omerza. “Congratulations
on your well-deserved re-
tirement and thank you for
your over 43 years of ser-
vice to the citizens of the
city.”

Public hearing

The regular city coun-
cil meeting was preceded
by an informational public
hearing on the use of the
$1.3 million U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture Rural Devel-
opment grant for new con-
struction and renovation
of public safety and am-
bulance facilities in Ely.
The grant is split equally
between the city and the
Ely Area Ambulance Ser-
vice, or EAAS.

The grant will pro-
vide most of the funding
for a new city garage to
house fire department
equipment, the renovation
of the EAAS building,
and the construction of a
new storage building for
the EAAS with expanded
garage space. The EAAS
renovation will use half of
the current garage space
in its existing building for
a meeting room and an
ADA bathroom.

The terms of the
grant require the city to
make multiple paperwork
submittals in addition to
holding Tuesday’s public
hearing. The hearing was
for the residents of Ely,
Winton, Morse, Fall Lake,
Stoney River, and the
unincorporated  portions
of St. Louis County cov-
ered by the EAAS’s 1,500
square mile service area.

The first planning

phase of the grant is al-
ready complete. The sec-
ond phase, which is now
starting, includes holding
the informational public
hearing and preparing the
bid package for the con-
struction work.

Most of the public
hearing involved the Ely
Clerk-Treasurer, Harold
Langowski,  explaining
the detailed plans for the
renovation and new build-
ings. “(Our) the intent
is to get the bid package
together over the winter
months,” Langowski said,
“so we can have a contrac-
tor in place in the spring
so construction can start.”
The plans for the new
buildings and the renova-
tion are available in the
public hearing pdf on the
city’s website.

Two citizens testified
at the hearing. Michael
Smith of Ely stated his
support for the projects.
Ely resident Larry Polyner
stated his objections to the
projects as presented.

“I believe it is ex-
tremely irresponsible to
build another building
(for the EAAS) when you
could store everything in
the garage you already
have with no problem.”
Polyner remarked that the
planned meeting room in
the EAAS building was
unnecessary. He pointed
out that a meeting space
already existed at the Fall
Lake “joint facility on the
east side of town,” which
is available for use by
groups like the EAAS.

In other business, the
city council:

» Approved making
the Ely Area Ambulance
Joint Powers Board meet-
ing on Monday, Jan. 22, at
4 p.m. at the Winton Com-
munity Center a special
meeting of the Ely City
Council. This is required
by Minnesota law so city
council members can at-
tend.

>» Approved a rec-
ommendation from the
Projects Committee that
the city council support
the efforts of the HRA in
partnering with Minneso-
ta Housing Partnership.

» Approved a recom-
mendation from the Proj-

ELY CITY COUNCIL
Council recognizes Mike Popesh for 43 years service to city

Public Works Foreman Mike Popesh received a commemorative plaque
from Mayor Heidi Omerza in honor of his more than 43 years of service
to the city of Ely at Tuesday’s city council meeting. Popesh retired last
week. He started working for the city at the end of 1980. photo by C. Clark

ects Committee to submit
the Culture and Tourism
Grant for the completion
of the pocket park at the
Ott property.

» Approved a recom-
mendation from the Proj-
ects Committee to pass a
resolution supporting ap-
plication for a trail groom-
er for the Tomahawk Trail.

>» Approved a reso-
lution supporting a grant
application to the Minne-
sota DNR’s Federal Rec-
reational Trail Program
to purchase a snowmobile
for grooming.

> Approved support-
ing an application to the
DNR Federal Recreation
Trail Program for funds to
build additional mountain
bike trails.

> Approved a recom-
mendation from the Proj-
ects Committee to table an
invoice from Mesabi Bitu-
minous for $10,360 until
it can be reviewed. “This
invoice should have been
sent to the general con-
tractor,” said Langowski,
which was for the 2022
grading and repaving of
streets in the Spaulding
neighborhood. Mesabi
Bituminous was a subcon-
tractor on the project.

» Heard the report of
Fire Chief Dave Marshall
that for the third month

in a row, Ely has not suf-
fered any fires. Despite
last year’s record number
of carbon monoxide calls,
the FD has only had one
such call recently in the
fall. He cautioned that this
situation could change
with the current cold snap.

» Heard the report of
Police Chief Chad Houde,
who presented the 2023
incidents statistics for his
department. Those statis-
tics are available in the
city council agenda packet
on the city’s website.

> Approved a sign-on
bonus agreement for Po-
lice Department employ-
ees. The agreement sets
out the terms of the canoe
and equipment recruit-
ment and retention bonus,
stating the new employ-
ees will agree to stay at
least three years working
for the department, and if
they leave, they will reim-
burse the city on a prorat-
ed basis.

>» Approved the
mortgage satisfaction for
Derek Jensen for his res-
idential rehabilitation loan

> Approved the pur-
chase agreement for Lot 1,
Block 1, East Spaulding
First Addition between
Isaac Olson and Sonya
Olson and the city of Ely.

> Approved the pur-

chase agreement for Lot
6, Block 4, East Spaulding
First Addition between
Gregory Paul Demarce
and the city of Ely.

> Approved the pur-
chase agreement for Lot
8, Block 1, East Spaulding
First Addition between
Kevin Fred Decker and
Debbie Lynn Decker and
the city of Ely.

» Approved the city
of Ely and the Ely Utili-
ties Commission claims
for payment for Jan. 16
for $410,710.

> Approved change
order No. 2, decreasing
the contract amount by
$106,785 and the final
pay estimate No. 6 for
$10,892 to Utility Sys-
tems of America for the

2022  street improve-
ments/ Spaulding phase
IIT project. Langowski
explained that this was to
account for using fewer
materials than the project
conservatively  budget-
ed for, and that such ad-
justments were routine.
“When you use less, you
pay for less,” Langowski
remarked.

» Approved provid-
ing in-kind services for
the 2024 Ely Winter Festi-
val.Designated the Assis-
tant Treasurer as the per-
son to oversee, monitor,
accept responsibility, and
evaluate the “nonattest/
nonaudit services, which
include the preparation of
the notes to the financial
statements to be included
in the audit of the city of
Ely for the year ending
Dec. 31, 2023. This is a
routine matter in prepa-
ration for the audit of the
city’s 2023 finances.

» Approved authoriz-
ing a Temporary Deputy
Clerk for election purpos-
es.

>» Approved estab-
lishing an Absentee Ballot
Board for the 2024 elec-
tions. Langowski remind-
ed everyone at the meet-
ing that absentee balloting
will be accepted begin-
ning next week.

» Accepted the res-
ignation of city council
member Angela Campbell
from the Cemetery Com-
mittee in the middle of her
tenure in an Ely resident
seat with a term expiring
Jan.31, 2025.

» Approved provid-
ing in-kind services for
the 2024 Ely Winter Fes-
tival.
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Andrea Zupancich - Broker
(218) 749-0159
Chessica Reichert - Agent
(763) 257-5080
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www.zupnorth.com
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415 Main St. Tower, MN
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Lake Country

we 218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

MLS#146065

Crane Lake-$269,000 This 40-acre boat-access
property with 1,440 ft of gradual sloping shoreline is
located on Crane Lake right before entering Rollick
Creek (Snake Creek). MLS#145305

Ash River, Orr-$59,000 Lot 5 in Bear Ridge CIC. Lot
has electric, shared community septic, and shared wa-
ter from central pumphouse. Ownership also gives you
access to private docks on 155 ft of shared shoreline,
a personal slip, gazebo near lake with grill and 1/10
share of all common areas. MLS#145782

Johnson Lake-$159,000 2.3 wooded acres with
35+/- ft of shoreline. Rustic off the grid cabin with
generator power, gas cook stove, wood stove and
privy. Johnson Lake is located 15 miles west of the
town of Crane Lake off a well-maintained forest road.

Buyck-$360,000 200 acres off the Crane Lake and
Hoffman Rd in Buyck offers privacy and seclusion.
Near the Vermilion River with an easement into the
property across state land. 1,000s of acres of state and
federal land borders this beautiful hunting property.

MLS#143352
WoHLD
S pece
iz} RE/MAK =

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

- \VERMILION

LANID COFFICE
/ Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower ° Virginia

=

MLS
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'WE NEED LISTINGS!

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

COOK Business opportunity waiting for your
finishing touches! 4,800 sq ft bldg that can be
made into anything you want. 15+ acres with
well and compliant septic. Located near Lake
Vermilion, golf course and Cook and Arrowhead
Snowmobile Trails. $275,000 MLS#146139

NEW LISTING! 2 BR, 2.5 BA home in Soudan
minutes from Lake Vermilion! Hardwood floors
throughout, central air, full basement, detached
garage, storage shed. $139,900 MLS# 146218

Contact us for a free
property valuation

_NexT Time CoMmE HoME!

JANISCH [
— REALTY —

18-780 6644 -w“" iy




4 January 19, 2024

THE TIMBERJAY

——r OPIN ION

Investigation needed

How did the DNR get away with its
apparent misuse of federal wildlife funds?

A newly-released report
from the federal Fish and Wild-
life Service (see related story
page B4) , or FWS, suggests that
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources misused mil-
lions of federal grant dollars ear-
marked to improve wildlife hab-
itat to pay for commercial timber
harvests to placate the industry.

According to the draft re-
port, which had been kept under
wraps by the FWS since it was
written in 2020, stemmed from
site visits by two FWS biologists
to three wildlife management ar-
eas in Minnesota to address con-
cerns that had been raised by the
public and DNR wildlife officials
themselves.

The report found that two
federal grant programs dedicat-
ed to the improvement of wild-
life habitat, which are supposed
to be managed by state wildlife
officials, had essentially been
hijacked by the DNR’s Forestry
Division, which largely shut out
wildlife officials from the for-
est management decisions and
actions funded by those federal
dollars.

And it isn’t just federal mon-
ey at issue. The federal grants in
question require matching funds
from state agencies and in the
case of the DNR, it appears some
of those funds may have come
from hunter and angler license
fees paid to the DNR. Those
funds are supposed to be spent
on projects that enhance fish and
wildlife, providing a direct bene-
fit to those sportsmen and wom-
en who pay these fees. If those
funds are, instead, being used to
manage intensive commercial
timber harvesting to placate the
timber industry, the DNR is hard-
ly living up to its obligations to
hunters or anglers.

At a time when state and fed-
eral officials are justifiably inves-
tigating groups like Feeding Our
Future for gross misappropria-
tion of millions of dollars in fed-
eral COVID funds earmarked for
feeding kids, those same investi-
gative entities should be examin-
ing the DNR’s apparent misap-
propriation of millions of grant
dollars earmarked for wildlife
habitat to benefit the wood prod-
ucts industry. While there isn’t
any evidence that DNR officials
personally benefitted from the
misappropriation of federal dol-
lars, the misuse, if proven, could
be a violation of federal law. An
investigation could help to clari-
fy exactly what funds were used
or misused by the DNR. It could
also reveal which individuals
within the agency are responsible
for this situation and provide for
accountability, something that is
desperately needed within Min-
nesota state government. State
agencies shouldn’t be able to
engage in these kinds of actions
without those responsible for it
facing the consequences.

As this newspaper opined

last fall, state agencies in Min-
nesota are often far too cozy
with industry. We’ve seen this
time and again with the regu-
latory process surrounding the
permitting of the NorthMet cop-
per-nickel deposit. It appears that
agencies like the DNR and Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agen-
cy ignored or glossed over key
issues in the permitting process,
leaving the impression that state
regulators are pushovers for big
business. We also learned that
the MPCA pressured the federal
EPA to withhold written record
of their concerns about one of
those permits, pressure that ulti-
mately kept the Trump-era EPA
from submitting written com-
ments on it. Did the same thing
happen with the DNR and the
FWS, which conveniently nev-
er completed their draft report
highlighting the apparent misuse
of federal funds? We have no ev-
idence that it did, but given re-
cent history, it’s a question worth
asking.

The DNR’s adoption of
the so-called Sustainable Tim-
ber Harvest Initiative, or STHI,
which is the driver behind the
apparent misuse of federal funds,
was simply another example
that should trouble Minnesotans
who support multiple use of our
state’s forests. The agency, under
intense pressure from industry,
implemented aggressive new
logging goals that have elevated
timber output above other con-
siderations. While the Division
of Forestry has long led forest
management  decision-making
within the agency, wildlife offi-
cials at least had a voice in timber
plans to provide a bit of balance
between timber production and
the needs of wildlife and a pub-
lic that enjoys intact forests. That
voice has largely disappeared,
even within wildlife manage-
ment areas, or WMAs, and DNR
wildlife officials reported near-
ly universal dissatisfaction with
their status and work within the
agency in a recent internal sur-
vey. Some reported unmanage-
able levels of stress and feelings
of hopelessness as they face con-
stant criticism from supervisors
if they don’t go along with the
agency’s aggressive timber tar-
gets.

If the DNR is ignoring wild-
life considerations even within
WMAs, what is the situation on
other state lands? We can only
assume it’s far worse, which is
why it’s critical that at least on
WMAs, wildlife habitat isn’t
sacrificed to placate industry.
And the DNR should certainly
not be using funds earmarked
for the improvement of wildlife
habitat to help pay for a timber
program that seems focused only
on a single value— commercial
production. How we got here is
a question that only an in-depth
investigation can answer.
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
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The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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White-tailed deer
are an invasive
species in the
North Country

There has been quite a bit
of controversy lately here in
the Northland about the scar-
city of deer. Many hunters at-
tribute this scarcity to “wolf
mismanagement” or lack of
any management thereof.
The DNR gives “deep snow”
in certain zones as an answer.
Some of us realize it is prob-
ably a combination of the
two reasons given.

My reading of frontier
biographies, history of ear-
ly exploration and Midwest
settlements and watching
documentaries shows that
white-tailed deer were ba-
sically non-existent in most
of Northeast Minnesota. The
cloven-hoofed cud-chewing
critters here before Europe-
an settlement were basically
a population of moose and
woodland caribou, with a
few elk sprinkled in. These
ungulates have longer legs
than white-tailed deer and
are then able to travel in deep
snow to get to food sourc-
es much easier than deer
can. Older deer do not help
younger ones obtain food....
in fact, if you watch deer
being artificially fed corn
or hay, the big bucks usual-
ly kick the does and young-
sters out. Even larger does
kick the fawns out of the
feeding area.

Basically, white-tailed
deer are technically an “in-
vasive species.” They fol-
lowed another invasive spe-
cies, (humans of European
descent) from the -eastern
colonies. There were deer in
southern and central Minne-
sota at the time of European
arrival but were quickly dec-
imated by market hunting
and subsistence by pioneers.
As agriculture and logging
moved north, so did the deer,
and so did their diseases, pri-

marily brainworm. Deer are
carriers of this parasite but
are not severely affected by
it, unlike moose and caribou.
“Deer ticks” carry Lyme and
other disastrous bacteria that
affect humans, and they have
been traced back to the east-
ern U.S. as well. Woodland
mice are co-hosts of these
infections along with white-
tailed deer.

The European “iceman”
that came out of an alpine
glacier had tissue that test-
ed positive for Lyme bacte-
ria. Our ancestors brought
over not only Lyme and its
co-infections, but many oth-
er diseases like smallpox and
cholera.

Humans usually do
things in a big way, mainly
due to economics and sur-
vival needs. Maybe we can
do some things in a big way
to bring back the original un-
gulate mammals that inhab-
ited this region. It will take
research and some money to
do so.

Mark Roalson

Hoyt Lakes

Stauber proves
he’s no patriot

I am writing to express
my profound disappointment
that my Congressman, Pete
Stauber, has again endorsed
Donald Trump for President.
Really, Pete? That’s the best
you can come up with for the
highest office in this coun-
try? Have you been paying
attention to what this man
has been saying lately? He
exhibited again who he truly
is this past weekend in Iowa
when he again mocked the
late Senator John McCain
when he said “John McCain,
for some reason, couldn’t get
his arm up that day”.

I’'m sure Trump doesn’t
remember, but in case you
don’t remember Mr. Stauber,
John McCain broke both his
arms and his right leg when
he ejected from the cockpit

'AARON
WITTNEBEL

MN State Flag
State Emblems
Redesign

Commission

While I knew that the
minority caucus in each
legislative chamber disap-
proved of the new official
state flag because of shared
concerns about process, the
claims in a recent press re-
lease from Minnesota Re-
publican Party Chairman
David Hann and Deputy
Chairwoman Donna Berg-
strom are troubling. More
to the point, they are, as
reported, factually incor-
rect. When Hann was a

COMMENTARY
GOP claims are historically wrong and needlessly divisive

There was no state flag for Minnesota prior to and during the U.S. Civil War

state senator, I found him
to be quite knowledgeable
and agreeable on a variety
of policy positions; this
week’s statements are a
concern for me.

Hann stated, “The flag
the DFL eliminated was a
version of the historic flag
our regiments fought under
during the Civil War.” As
a member of the flag rede-
sign commission, I know
that there was no state flag
for Minnesota prior to and

during the U.S. Civil War.
The original version was
from the late 1800s, de-
cades after the Civil War
and it was the Great Seal
on a white flag.

I respect Mr. Hann, but
I find it unbelievable that
he would make this claim,
when Minnesota Civil War
battle flags from the vol-
unteer regiments are dis-
played in places across the
state, which includes a well
preserved one right across

from the entrance to G-15
Senate Hearing Room in
the State Capitol. There is
also one on display in my
hometown of Lake Park.
The Minnesota Volunteer
Army Regiments fought
under a U.S. flag with gold
fabric letters of “M” and
N sewn onto them.
Though we are both
Red Lakers, I haven’t had
the pleasure of formally
meeting with Ms. Berg-
strom. She stated: “Keep-

of his downed jet over Ha-
noi during the Vietnam War.
He was then bayonetted and
beaten by his captors, shat-
tering his right shoulder. He
endured five and a half years
of further torture and isola-
tion during his captivity. He
was left with a permanent
limp and an inability to raise
his arms over his shoulders
for the rest of his life. So
yes, “for some reason” that
Donald Trump doesn’t un-
derstand but you certainly
should, Mr. Stauber.

You have endorsed a
man who exhibits his con-
tempt and disdain for military
service and sacrifice at every
opportunity. He is morally
bankrupt and you, by your
endorsement of him, have
shown that you also have no
sense of duty or honor. You
can parade around District
8 for all the medal pinning
ceremonies you want and
don the cloak of patriotism,
but you sir, are no patriot.
You have shown yourself to
be unwilling to do the hard
work of selfless heroism that
John McCain displayed.

Michele Jackman

Virginia

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to marshall@timber-
jay.com.

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300
words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily
for length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page. We want to
know what you think!

ing the current flag would
have been a powerful ac-
knowledgment from the
Walz Administration and
the DFL that our Native
contributions are valued.
The new flag erases every
trace of our contributions
and every trace of us.”
Bergstrom seems to
not have read up on the his-
torical facts. Henry Sibley,

See FLAG...pg. 5
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A type of mining
that helps the
environment

Proposals to mine
Minnesota’s critical min-
eral resources have creat-
ed significant controversy
and political division in
our communities. How-
ever, one type of Min-
nesota “critical miner-
al” mining, accomplished
by recycling 100 percent
of our electronic waste
(e-waste), is not contro-
versial and offers huge
benefits.

Recycling 100 per-
cent of our e-waste is
an opportunity to respon-
sibly “mine” the enormous
amount of rich metal re-
sources found in our desk
drawers, storage rooms
and garages across Min-
nesota. Every year mil-
lions of electronic items
quit working and “die” in
our homes and business-
es. Unfortunately, “dead”
electronics are commonly
discarded inappropriately
when people are asked to
pay for their responsible
recycling. E-waste is not
appropriate for “garbage”
collection and placement
in landfills because it cre-
ates major fire-hazards
and contains lead, arse-
nic, and flame retardants
which contaminate the
ground, water and air from
fires and leaching. These
e-waste  items  repre-
sent the richest and most
accessible critical metal
“ores” available for man-
ufacturing new electronic
goods. Minnesota gener-
ates 266 million pounds
of e-waste annually, pro-
viding a $3.2 billion annu-
al opportunity to capture
critical metals with recy-
cling. Right now, we only
collect and recycle 24
percent of our e-waste in
Minnesota due to outdated
laws restricting the items
which can be recycled. In-
stead, we are burying most
of these valuable materials
in landfills or exporting
them to other countries
that take advantage of this
opportunity. Recycling all
of our Minnesota e-waste
offers over 1,700 jobs,
significantly reduces our
need for new production
of domestic and foreign
critical minerals and met-
als, and lowers our air and
water pollution.

Recycling  e-waste
prevents major  toxic
groundwater and air pol-

FLAG...Cont from page 4

who unilaterally took it
upon himself to create the
old Great Seal without
legislative approval, was
noted for saying that it
was a memorial to “Man-
ifest Destiny.” This was a
bloody, genocidal part of
the U.S. government poli-
cy at the time. It is nothing
to be celebrated, and its
depiction in the Great Seal
is offensive, bar none.
The Great Seal does
not belong on a flag. A flag
is an emblem used to iden-
tify a nation, state, group
or other subdivision from
a distance, in this case
Minnesotans. The Great
Seal is a functional tool
that represents the author-
ity of state government.
While the seal has some
ceremonial uses, those are
not the official purpose.
It is for authenticating,
certifying, recording, and
officiating ~ governmen-
tal documents. It should

Iution from municipal
waste incinerators and
accidental battery landfill
fires, which all harm hu-
man and environmental
health. Lithium-ion bat-
teries in many electronics
are a major fire hazard
when they are damaged
during waste handling.

Nationally, the pol-
Iution from e-waste dis-
proportionately  affects
low-income communities
creating significant envi-
ronmental justice issues
including increased asth-
ma and cancer risks, while
elevating our medical care
costs.

Lithium-ion batteries
from electronic devices
increasingly wreak hav-
oc to our waste handlers.
Three percent of U.S.
waste infrastructure (e.g.
garbage trucks and trans-
fer stations) is lost annu-
ally due to battery fires,
and this problem is rap-
idly worsening. Battery
fires in landfills are also
common with small “spot
fires” every few days. Not
all landfill fires are easily
contained with some pro-
ducing uncontrolled re-
lease of airborne toxins
endangering communities
for miles downwind like
the May 2023 Rice Coun-
ty landfill fire which lasted
for days.

The Recycling Elec-
tronics for Climate Ac-
tion (RECA) organization
in collaboration with the
Iron Range Partnership
for Sustainability, are
working to create and pass
new state law allowing re-
sponsible recycling of 100
percent of e-waste gener-
ated in Minnesota.

Please tell your state
legislators you want them
to change the outdated
law and ensure that 100
percent of our e-waste is
responsibly collected and
recycled. E-waste should
be ‘“harvested” and the
full value of this important
source of critical minerals
should be used to support
our transition to a clean
energy economy, creating
important and sustainable
jobs in our communities
and cleaner air and water
for everyone.

For more detailed in-
formation on e-waste re-
cycling see:

https://www.irpsmn.
org/ewaste-recycling

Mike Overend

Two Harbors
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A change in
ambulance
coverage area is

needed

Having read the Tim-
berjay coverage of the
Jan. 9 Greenwood Town
Board meeting, I encour-
age folks to check out
the agenda and meeting
packet for that meeting on
Greenwood’s web site. 1
was on the agenda for that
meeting, and the letter I
submitted to the board
on 12-31-23 detailing my
concerns and suggestions
about the ambulance ser-
vice future in Greenwood
is in the meeting packet.
It will clarify some of the
things in the Timberjay ar-
ticle.

When my turn on the
agenda came, I started it
out by reading this addi-
tional statement:

“Over the past sev-
eral years, I’ve followed
and studied the ambulance
situation, reading, listen-
ing and attending meet-
ings across the Range and
Duluth. I’ve learned a lot
and the board knows that
I’ve shared a lot of that
with them. All of the am-
bulance services on the
Range could be consid-
ered to be rural, and they
all are facing the same
two problems: a shortage
of funds and a shortage of
staffing. These problems
have only gotten worse
since I began my learning
curve. Some of the Range
ambulance services are
going to need a cash in-
fusion, possibly from the
Legislature, just to make
it through this year with-
out shutting down. The
legislative session begins
in February and this short-
term bailout will be on
their table. A bailout can’t
happen every year.

“In the meantime, the
legislature has created an
EMS task force to study
and find solutions to the
ambulance crisis. The
task force is holding input
hearings, with their final
report due in August, well
after the current legislative
session ends. I believe that
to serve the best interests
of Greenwood folks, the
Greenwood Town Board
needs to begin working on
some solutions right now,
especially ones that may
require legislative action.

“As I've said be-
fore, ambulance service

is going to cost taxpayers
more, regardless of what
is or isn’t done. For ex-
ample, I believe we need
to create an ambulance
tax district, based on par-
cels, to go along with a
new ambulance primary
service area, based out
of Cook. From what I’ve
learned, the most logical
ambulance services are
based out of communities
that have a hospital. That
has to do with income
from patient transfers out
of that hospital and ambu-
lance staffing. Cook has
a hospital. At some point
it probably makes sense,
for a number of reasons
to tie in with Virginia
also. Greenwood should
be an attractive partner
to Cook, we have 1,975
parcels with buildings on
them and 1,158 vacant
parcels. My property tax
totals $6,868, with the
township bill amounting
to $162.51. Personally,
it wouldn’t bother me
to pay another $100 or
$150 for ambulance ser-
vice. Some of the things
I’ve mentioned above,
such as primary service
area boundary changes
would possibly require
legislative action. Prima-
ry service area boundary
changes and consolidation
of services are two of the
recommendations that the
2022 Office of the Legis-
lative Auditor Report on
the EMSRB made to the
Legislature.

“This is my input,
from the things I’ve ob-
served and learned. But
now we’ve come to a
fork in the road. Actions
need to be discussed and
implemented. Talking,
negotiating and planning
with neighboring town-
ships and cities needs to
be done by Greenwood
Town Board members. I
am asking that the board
pass a motion naming two
Town Board members to
begin meeting and work-
ing on ambulance issues
with our neighboring gov-
ernments.”

After I read this out
loud to the meeting, it is
my opinion that the imme-
diate discussion between
the board, myself and
several folks in the audi-
ence was informative. The
board subsequently ap-
pointed two board mem-
bers to begin meeting and
working on ambulance
issues with our neighbor-
ing governments. [ take

not include depictions or
caricatures of peoples or
things that are not official
state symbols.

It was hard for me
being the only moderate,
with mixed ethnicity (half
Germanic/half  Ojibwe)
and the only member with
a disability, to sit on the
State Emblems Redesign
Commission (SERC),
which contained liber-
als, far-left liberals and
no conservatives; it made
for a very frustrating time
at attempting to carry out
the duties as delegated
by the Legislature, duties
that were unclear in cer-
tain parts. Another fact
that continues to be mis-
reported, though it is clear
in the enabling legislation,
is the power of adoption.
Simply stated: If SERC
completed its directive to
adopt a new Official State
Flag and new Great Seal
on or prior to January 1,

2024, at 11:59 p.m., there
is nothing further to be
done.

The new flag and seal
as adopted by State Em-
blems Redesign Commit-
tee go into effect on May
11, 2024, with no further
action required. Officials
who hold duties with the
Great Seal (like me in
my work as a notary) will
have time to replace our
seals by January 2025. I
was hoping to get a leg-
islator from each caucus
and chamber to correct the
new Great Seal for errors
in its design. But, with
partisans going at each
other, that doesn’t seem
likely and it’s very dis-
tressing to me. We have a
short bonding session this
winter/spring, and I don’t
think many policy bills
will be considered based
on history of the Legisla-
ture.

This story or pressure

by the party leaders ap-
pears to be less of a genu-
ine concern about process,
input or our new state flag.
It appears more like an
under-the-radar attempt to
have people sign petitions,
which in turn ask for do-
nations to a political party
burdened by debt. Either
way, it is only sowing fur-
ther division among Min-
nesotans.

Aaron Wittnebel lives
in Lake Park, Minn. He is
a former legislative aide
with the Minnesota House
to both parties, a political
party leader and a mayor.
He has worked on matters
to improve the quality of
life for those living in the
rural and tribal commu-
nities throughout greater
Minnesota.

This column was pub-
lished last week in the
Community Voices section
of Minnpost.com.
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the current ambulance
situation seriously, it’s a
rural crisis that I believe
requires serious attention
sooner rather than later.
Lee Peterson
Greenwood Township

Why not
hydrogen for

fuel?
A recent arti-
cle in the Washington

Post, paints a stark picture
of the rapid degradation of
our global climate. An apt
quote from U.N. Secretary
General referred our age
as “global boiling.”

For example,
Phoenix, Ariz., experi-
enced 31 consecutive days
of temperatures above 110
degrees Fahrenheit.

Many areas of the
world are experiencing
extreme drought. Nav-
igable rivers, including
the Mississippi  River,
are becoming too shal-
low for essential river
commerce. Drought is
also curtailing farmland
crops and potable water
availability. Forest fires
are active throughout the
world destroying homes,
schools, trees, and vege-
tation. Other parts of the
world are having hurri-
canes and cyclones de-
stroying the livability of
these parts of the world.

These  catastrophes
can be attributed to glob-
al warming caused by the
emissions of greenhouse
gases, of which fossil fu-
els are one the biggest
contributors, and yet there
seems to be no sense of
urgency among major oil
companies to address the
issue or to act. For ex-
ample, Exxon plans to
spend $60 billion to ex-
pand their production of
fossil fuels from 4.2 mil-
lion barrels oil per day
(bpd) to an anticipated 6.2
bpd assuming their acqui-
sition of Pioneer Natural
Resources is completed,
that’s 2,000,000 barrels or
48-percent increase a day.

The company also
plans to spend $20 bil-
lion buying their own
stock. Instead of spending
$20 billion for their

stock plus $60 billion for
expansion for oil and gas,
these expenditures are
likely to be more beneficial
to their stockholders
to invest these funds
in the development
of non-polluting pure
hydrogen. Reservoirs of
pure hydrogen have been
confirmed in at least ten
countries including the
United States, according
to The Economist.

Exxon has all neces-
sary ingredients for devel-
oping the hydrogen indus-
try. They have expertise in
drilling vertical and hori-
zontal deep wells. They
have transportation sys-
tems that can be retrofitted
pipelines to distribute their
hydrogen through their
existing gas stations. Pure
white hydrogen does not
emit greenhouse gases
or have to be processed
through expensive elec-
trolysis. It can be direct-
ly used as an economical
replacement for many oil
and gas uses. Moreover,
Exxon and other major
companies have financial
wherewithal to start and
to market a new indus-
try. They would be able
to access the decade long,
very generous hydrogen
subsidies offered by the
Federal Government.

The continuing deg-
radation of global cli-
mate is at risk if we; our
companies, institutions,
and government, do not
make every effort to di-

vert potential catastro-
phe. Industrialization
created disastrous

climate change. Instead
of spending $60 billion
increasing the marketing
of polluting greenhouse
gases and $20 billion
buying their stock, Exx-
on, and other oil compa-
nies, should utilize their
resources to stem the tide
to ameliorate the potential
Nero-like  conflagration
from climate change.

Gerry Snyder

Ely
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Feb. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

TSHS weekly winner

TOWER- The Week
25 Winner of the $100
cash prize in the Charle-
magne’s 52 Club is Mary
Levy of Washington,
TIowa.

History Tidbit: For a
historian, a good map can
be a gold mine of valu-
able information. Beyond
road names or topo-
graphical features, maps
can show the historical
arrangements of build-
ings, property owners,
and even the location
of a specific furnace in
an industrial plant. Few
maps do this better than
Sanborn fire insurance
maps, which depict the
commercial, industrial,
and residential sections of
more than 12,000 Ameri-
can cities and towns from
ca. 1867 to 1970. Fire in-
surance maps were devel-
oped in the United States
in the mid-19th century in
response to the insurance
industry’s need to assess
fire risks. Underwriters
had previously inspected
properties themselves, but
as cities expanded, this
system became imprac-
tical. As a result, several
companies, among them
the D. A. Sanborn Na-
tional Insurance Diagram
Bureau, began creating
maps designed to assist
insurance agents. By
1902, the newly renamed
Sanborn Map Co. had
monopolized the industry,
making “Sanborn map”
synonymous with “fire
insurance map”.

Bookmobile stops

REGIONAL- The
Arrowhead Bookmobile
will be in the Tower-Sou-
dan area on Wednesday,
Jan. 24.

Stops include: Britt
(Sand Lake Storage):

9 -9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte
(Boys & Girls Club):

11 -11:30 a.m.; Green-
wood (Town Hall): 12 -1
p-m.; Soudan (Post Office
area): 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.;
Tower (Civic Center):
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.; and Em-
barrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy
21):5-6 p.m.

For more information
on the Bookmobile or
Mail-A-Book services,
contact the Arrowhead
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.
info, or website at alslib.
info.

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- Get ready for some
outdoor winter fun as part of the
Finlander Bocce Ball tournament
on Saturday, Jan. 27 starting at
9 a.m. The event will be held at
Your Boat Club Lake Vermilion
Marina.

The games will be played
with wooden disks on lanes
plowed on the ice of the East Two
River.

All teams must be pre-reg-
istered by 5 p.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 25. All teams must be two
men and two women, 18 years of
age or older. Sign up at Good OI’
Days, D’Erick’s, Benchwarmers,
or Fuel and Food in Tower. You
may also contact Jolene Mroszak
218-255-2131 or tseventsboard @
gmail.com with your team infor-
mation.

Cost to play is $15/person,
with cash payouts to the top four
winning teams. Payment must be
made before playing starts on the

ENJOYING THE SEASON

Finlander bocce ball tournament set for Jan. 27

The event is spectator-friendly, though one needs to dress for the weather. There will be
bonfires and areas to warm up. Food will be provided by the Vermilion Weiner Cruiser.

day of the event.
The Vermilion Weiner Cruis-

er will be on site serving from 10
am.—3 p.m.

The event is sponsored by
the Tower-Soudan Events Board.

Soudan Skatmg Rink set to open on Saturday

Lace up those skates and get to the rink in
Soudan for a fun family time. file photo

TOWER- Barring
any unexpected changes
in the weather, the Sou-
dan Skating Rink and
warming shack will be
open starting on Saturday,
Jan. 20.

The rink is usual-
ly ready for skating by
Christmas, but this year’s
record-warm  tempera-
tures in December meant
it was too warm to try to
make ice.

Breitung  Township
maintenance  supervisor
Tom Gorsma said they

rink this past week, and
while the cold tempera-
tures are great for mak-
ing ice, the frequent light
snows have hindered the
process.

“We’ve been going
from one extreme to the
other,” he said. This past
week’s forecast, with
days of cold weather and
no snow have them hope-
ful they will have good
clear ice ready for skating
on Saturday.

The warming shack
will be open, and anytime

will be food, especially
pizza, being served. Gors-
ma said they are hoping
to have burgers grilling
outside the rink on Satur-
days. At this point in time,
scheduled skating par-
ties have not be set. The
warming shack has a large
assortment of skates in
both children’s and adults
sizes for those who do not
have their own pairs.

have been flooding the

the shack is open there

Tower cross- country ski trallsare now groomed

TOWER- The Howard Wagoner ski trails
have been groomed and are ready for your

skiing enjoyment!

A Great Minnesota Ski Pass is required
to ski on this trail as this helps fund the
grooming of the trail. They are available
locally at Fuel and Food, the Y Store, and the
Soudan Store. They are also available online
at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/skiing/skipass/
index.html Funding from the ski passes help
pay for grooming ski trails, including these

trails in Tower.

Activities such as hiking, snowshoeing,
and dog walking damage groomed trails
so we highly encourage you to not use the
groomed ski trails for these activities. The
Pine Ridges and Ancient Cedars trails, both
in Tower, are available for these activities

instead.

Challengers running against all three Greenwood incumbents

REGIONAL- Filings for area
townships who hold their elec-
tions in March closed on Jan. 16.
The election season will be quiet
except for Greenwood Township,
where all three incumbents filed
for reelection, but all three will
be facing challengers.

Township elections are on
Tuesday, March 12.

Greenwood Township

Barbara Lofquist and Craig
Gilbert have filed for the su-
pervisor seat currently held by
Lofquist (seat 3).

Sue Drobac and Lois
Roskoski have filed for the su-
pervisor seat currently held by
Drobac (seat 5).

JoAnn Bassing has filed for

the clerk seat, which she current-
ly holds. Deb Spicer, who served
as clerk previous to JoAnn Bass-
ing has also filed for the clerk
seat.

Breitung Township
Erin Peitso filed for the su-
pervisor seat currently held by
Chuck Tekautz, who is retiring.
No one filed for the clerk po-

sition, currently held by Dianna
Sunsdahl.

Vermilion Lake Township
Jen McDonough filed for the
supervisor seat currently held by
Frank Zobitz, who decided not to
run again for supervisor. Zobitz
filed for the clerk position, cur-
rently held by Crystal Alaspa.

Book donations
needed for
elementary school

book swap event
TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan  Elementary
PTO is holding a book
swap for students to cel-
ebrate “I Love to Read
Month” in February. We
want every child to go
home with a book they
love. The community is
invited to donate gen-
tly-used children’s books.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Books may be dropped
off in the school office
during the week of Jan.
29 - Feb. 2 between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

St. Paul’s Lutheran
annual meeting set

for Sunday, Jan. 21
SOUDAN- St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church will hold their
annual meeting on Sun-
day, Jan. 21 following
the close of the 8:30 a.m.

service. Coffee an’ will be
served during the meet-
ing. All church members
and friends are invited to
attend.

Free community

meal at Immanuel
TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Tow-
er will host a free commu-
nity meal on Wednesday,
Jan. 24 from 4:30 — 6:30
p-m., or until the food
is gone. The meal this

month is turkey gravy
over mashed potatoes. All
are welcome. Dine-in or
carry-out available.

Indoor walking at

the Timber Hall

EMBARRASS- This
winter the Timber Hall
will be open for indoor
walking on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5 p.m.
until 7:30 p.m.

Karate classes in

Embarrass
EMBARRASS- Ka-
rate North Tae Kwon Do
will be holding classes
at the Timber Hall Event
Center, 4855 Hwy. 21, on
Mondays and Wednes-
days. Beginner classs is
from 5:30 — 6:30 p.m. and
color belt students from
6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Cost is
$20 per month per person.

Read us online at timberjay.com
e-edition available on Wednesday afternoons
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“DISNEY’S FROZEN—THE BROADWAY MUSICAL”

Lead performer profiles for “Frozen”

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Ruby Milton as Queen
Elsa

ELY- Ruby Mil-
ton plays the big role of
Queen Elsa. The North-
east Range senior has the
substantial voice needed
to carry this musical-
ly challenging role. Her
dedication to the musical
is considerable, driving in
to Ely four nights a week
for the last three and half
months from her home in
Embarrass, where she has
lived all her life.

“I’ve become very
good friends with the
main characters as well
as the entire ensemble,”
Milton said of her expe-
rience in “Frozen.” That
doesn’t discount the hard
work she’s put into her
role. “I am at a rehearsal
for one to two hours be-
fore the rest of the cast. I
have private vocal train-
ing with Elias (Mokole,
opera singer and the vocal
director for Ely’s “Fro-
zen”’). Outside of school 1
do a lot of humming and
singing in the car since I
have about a 45-minute
commute.”

Milton added, “I love
performing!” She is the
veteran of many commu-
nity plays and musicals
directed by Mike Rouse
(the director of Ely’s
“Frozen”). Most recently
she was in the “Addams
Family” musical at Ely
High School last year.

Milton wants to be-
come a professional
singer. She is enrolled at
the University of Wis-
consin-Eau Claire, with
plans to major in musical
theater.

Rachel Carter as
Princess Anna

Rachel Carter is a ju-
nior at Ely Memorial High
School. She brings her
solid singing voice, great
acting, and slick dancing
moves to the major role
of Princess Anna. She’s
new to Ely, having moved
here a half year ago from
southwest Missouri where
she was active in local and
school theater. The musi-
cal has made an impact in
her new life in Ely. “I’'m
making so many friends
that I sometimes feel
overwhelmed with names.
I feel a special bond with
each member of the cast
and crew.”

Carter has immersed
herself in her role. ”Some-
times I’m playing the part
in my daily life in order to
know how Anna responds
and reacts to things. I
practice my songs in the
hallways, I show up to the
choir room before school
and after lunch. I am at re-
hearsals much earlier than
most because of vocal les-
sons. Sometimes I sing at
work. I’'m daily memoriz-
ing lines ... Usually my
heart skips a beat at the
thought of (performing
the music in “Frozen”)
but that encourages me to
practice harder.”

Besides her role in
“Frozen,” Carter plays
percussion in band and
is a soprano the Ely High
School Choir.

Carter hasn’t firmed
up her plans for the rest
of her life, but the list in-
cludes becoming a para-
medic, a welder, a singer,
a member of the Marine
Corps, hiking the Appa-

lachian Trail, and getting
married and raising a
family. “All of my life I
have dreamed of helping
people become the best
person they can be,” Car-
ter said. “So, in the next
year or two, dreams may
change for me, but my
goals have and will al-
ways stay the same.”

Matthew Johnson as
Kristoff

Ely senior Matthew
Johnson plays Kristoff,
the ice seller who be-
comes Princess Anna’s
Mr. Right in the musical.
He’s been in Ely since he
was four years old.

Johnson’s  favorite
Disney movie is “Fro-
zen.” Given that prefer-
ence, it isn’t too surpris-
ing that he tried out for
the musical. It is the first
show he’s ever been in,
though he sings in school
choir and plays tenor sax
in band.

“I’ve been doing lots
and lots of practice both
on stage and at home,”
Johnson said about his
preparation for his role.
Concerning the numbers
he performs in the show,
Johnson said “It’s a little
scary but I think it is go-
ing to be fun.”

When not at school
or rehearsal, Johnson re-
marked, “I am happiest
when I can go on camp-
ing trips or hang out with
family and friends.” Af-
ter he graduates, he plans
on attending Hibbing
Community College to
become an automotive
technician.

Gabriel White as Prince
Hans of the Southern
Isles

Ely Senior Gabriel
White plays Princess An-
na’s Mr. Wrong, Prince
Hans of the Southern
Isles. His solid acting will
leave the audience con-
vinced he’s a great guy,
right up to his betrayal of
Anna.

Living in Babbitt, he
too has a commute to re-
hearsals, though not as
bad as Milton’s trek from
Embarrass. He’s another
lead who is also in school
choir. Like Johnson, this is
his first stage production.

Along with the other
leads, White has received
extra singing lessons and
has done a lot of prepara-
tion for his role. “I study
my lines during lunch,
practice all the time, and
go to private vocal les-
sons. We meet before

school and I spend any
free time to work togeth-
er.” Speaking about how
he feels about performing
on stage for the first time,
White added, "I'm ner-
vous but ready to share
my voice.”

Unlike many of the
cast members who told
the Timberjay that their
favorite musical and Dis-
ney movie were “Frozen,”
White’s favorite musical
is “Hamilton,” and his
favorite movie is “The
Night before Christmas.”

Ely Sophomore Ali-
son Poppler plays the dif-
ficult stage role of Olaf,
the magical snowman.
She provides his voice,
saying his lines and sing-
ing his musical numbers
in her versatile soprano.
At the same time, she op-
erates the life-size puppet
that makes up Olaf’s body,
supporting its weight from
a substantial harness that
wraps over her shoulders.

Poppler has lived in
Ely all her life. Besides
performing in “Frozen,”
she remarked that “T am in
and love playing in band.

“I love performing
in front of big audienc-
es,” Poppler remarked.
It’s no surprise, therefore,
that she’s been in multi-
ple community shows and
attended several theater
camps.

Poppler likes to ski
and make jewelry in her
spare time.

Alison Poppler as Olaf. all photos by C. Clark

Ely Public Library

ELY- The library will
celebrate National Shel-
fie Day on Wednesday,
Jan. 24, from 2-3 p.m.
This program is for all
ages. Learn about this li-
brary-centric holiday and
have the library staff take
your photo with your fa-
vorite shelf in the library.
Please register in advance
so the library can order
enough materials for all
who attend.

The library’s new
program for adults, the
Curiosity Cohort, will
meet on Thursday, Feb.
1, from 1-2:30 p.m. The
topic will be making
homemade truffles. The
program this month will
be part demonstration,
and part hands-on partic-
ipation, on how to make
chocolate truffies. Please
register in advance so the
library can order enough
materials for all who at-
tend.

Preschool Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St.,
unless otherwise noted.

Babbitt Public

Library
BABBITT- The li-
brary now has new hours:
Monday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and
Friday, 10 am. - 2 p.m.
The Reading Won-

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

derland Winter Reading
Program is holding a col-
oring contest for adults.
Entries will be accepted
through Feb. 29. Pick up
a coloring page at the li-
brary. Use colored pen-
cils only. Prizes will be
awarded for the best pic-
ture.

This month’s raffle at
the library is for applique
stove towels and quilted
book bags. Stop by and
pick up raffle tickets at
the circulation desk.

Preschool Storytime
is held every Wednesday
at 10:30 a.m.

All library events are
at the Babbitt Public Li-
brary at 71 South Drive
unless otherwise noted.

Ely Ice Rink

ELY- The rec center
ice rink is now open. De-
pendng on the weather,
the rink will have an at-
tendant and the bathrooms
will be open Monday
through Friday, 3-8 p.m.;
Saturday, noon-8 p.m.;
and Sunday, 1-6 p.m.
Check the city’s Face-
book page or ely.mn.us/
reccenter for closures due
to adverse weather.

Ely Ice Arena

ELY- The Ely Ice
Arena on the Ely School
District campus is open
for skating on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Thurs-
day, from 1:30-2:30 p.m.
through March 4, except

when school is closed for
holidays. To see an entire
schedule and to register
for this no-cost activity,
go to ely.k12.mn.us/com-
munityed.

Retirement Class

Ely Community Edu-
cation is offering a class
on “Five keys to retiring
fearlessly,” on Wednes-
day, Jan. 24, from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Ely Pub-
lic School Media Center.
Enter through the middle
door (door No. 1), into
the new addition and turn
right after the double
doors. The media center
is on the right across from
the new gym. The class is
free. Register at ely.k12.
mn.us/communityed and
click on the red registra-
tion bar.

Northern Lakes

Concert Series

ELY- The inaugural
concert of the Northern
Lakes Arts Association’s
concert series features
the extraordinary percus-
sion skills of Zack Bal-
tich, a phenomenal artist
who attended school here
in Ely, alongside author
Alec Osthoff, another Ely
Memorial High School
graduate. The concert is
scheduled for Jan. 27 at
6 p.m. at the Vermilion
Fine Arts Theater, 1900
E. Camp St. Tickets are
available at northernlake-

sarts.org/programs - then
click the calendar for Jan.
27.

Polka Party!

ELY-- The Ely Senior
Center is throwing a Pol-
ka Party on Jan. 27, start-
ing at noon. The cost is
$15 which includes a Pol-
ish-themed lunch and an
afternoon of polka with
live music.

Estate Planning

ELY- Ely Communi-
ty Education is offering a
class on Estate Planning
on Wednesday, Jan. 31,
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the
Ely Public School Media
Center. Enter through the
middle door (door No. 1),
into the new addition and
turn right after the double
doors. The media center
is on the right across from
the new gym. The class is
free. Register at https://
www.ely.k12.mn.us/com-
munityed and click on the
red registration bar.

Jazz Concert

ELY- The second
Northern Lakes Arts As-
sociation’s concert is the
Big Time Jazz Orchestra,
on Friday, Feb. 2, from
7-9 p.m., in Washington
Auditorium, 600 E. Har-
vey St., on the Ely School
District Campus. Enter
through the middle door
(door No. 1), into the new
addition and turn right af-

ter the double doors. The
auditorium is at the end
of the hallway. Tickets
are $25, $20 for NLAA
members, $15 for stu-
dents, $10 for kids 12 and
under.

Pierogies

ELY- Ely Communi-
ty Education is offering
a class on making piero-
gies on Saturday, Feb. 3,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
at the Ely Senior Center.
Cost is $34. Register at
ely.k12.mn.us/communi-
tyed and click on the red
registration bar.

Film Festival
ELY-The Ely Film
Festival returns to Ely’s
Historic State Theater
on Feb. 8-11. See the ar-
ticle in this week’s Tim-
berjay for more details.
Buy tickets at elyfilmfest.
com/buy-tickets.

List your event

Do you have an up-
coming Babbitt, Ely, or
Winton event? Email
event details, location,
time, place and event
cost to catie.timberjay @
gmail.com by close-of-
business on the Tuesday
the week before the event
takes place for a free no-
tice.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday

Group  community
educational lunch gather-
ing meets every Tuesday
at noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-9141.
Tuesday Group is now on
winter holiday hiatus.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Jan. 23: Ely Film
Festival: Stories We Build,
Stories We Tell

»Jan. 30: Meet New
Elyites

»Feb. 6: Learning
About Lynx with Taylor
Brannock

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©202

a crisp cold crept in
whilst we waited patiently

temps swiftly confirm

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-2 pm
AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS -7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wellbeing Development,
St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 712 S. Central
Ave., Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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Voyageurs National Park prepping snowmobile trail
Campers looking ahead to summer with record numbers of reservations

REGIONAL- The
staff at Voyageurs Nation-
al Park has been chomp-
ing at the bit to get to
work on the park’s winter
snowmobile trails and ice
roads, and now with a bit
more cooperative weather
a main snowmobile thor-
oughfare could be offi-
cially open as early as this
weekend.

“We don’t have any
of our winter recreation-
al trails established yet
in the park,” Superinten-
dent Bob DeGross told
the Timberjay on Tues-
day. “But I’'m hoping that
prior to this weekend, we
should be able to get the
green trail from Frank’s
Bay up in the Internation-
al Falls area down to Ash
River staked, ideally, and
then maybe even south of
Ash River. My top priority
with the crew is to get that
green snowmobile trail in,
because that provides our
main mode of connection
between all of the gateway
communities.”

DeGross said it’s been
hard to wait for adequate
conditions to prep the park
for winter recreation.

“This winter is frus-
trating in a variety of
different ways, because
usually we have all of this
done typically around the
middle of December, try-
ing to open things up pri-
or to New Years. The way
the winter rolled in, it has
prevented us from being
able to do that. That rain
and warm weather that we
had over the Christmas
weekend did not do us any
favors at all.”

A complicating factor

staff have discovered as
they’ve been out on the
ice the past two weeks is
the presence of numerous
ice ridges, including one
ridge on the west end of
Kabetogama Lake that has
been deemed impassable.
Ice measurements have
been thinner as one nears
the ridges, in some places
less than two inches.

But DeGross has been
encouraged by this week’s
cold temperatures and
was optimistic conditions
would improve to the
point that crews could do
the necessary work to re-
duce those ridge hazards.

“Our plan is to get out
there and as long as we
find adequate ice thick-
ness near the ice ridge,
which I’m pretty confident
that we will considering
the cold conditions that
we’ve had, then they’ll cut
that ice ridge down in one
specific area where they’ll
have the trail established.
Then it takes about a day
for it to freeze over ade-
quately and then we can
drag through there.”

The cold also has the
park on the brink of begin-
ning work on its ice roads.

“Ideally, we want
at least 12 inches of ice
to be able to start plow-
ing and establishing an
ice road,” DeGross said.
“They’ve been checking
ice thicknesses. I'm pretty
sure we’re probably close
to decent ice thicknesses
for establishment of the

roads.”

DeGross said that
snowmobilers should
exercise caution when

they’re out on the park’s
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An aerial view of ice ridges at Voyageurs National Park on Jan. 10.

photo courtesy of VNP
trails.

“They’ll find that our
portages are probably
rough because we haven’t
been able to get out there,
so be mindful of that,” he
said. “Be mindful of those
ridges as you travel along.
Just use extreme caution
and be aware of your sur-
roundings.”

Summer is coming

It’s been a record-set-
ting year for people mak-
ing summer plans for
camping in Voyageurs
National Park, according
to information in recent
community updates from
the park.

Online camping res-
ervations for the coming
year were opened on Nov.
15, and the park logged
244 reservations in the
first minute that the site
was open. By the end of
the day, 1,009 folks had
reserved their preferred
sites and dates, the larg-

est number of first-day
registrants since the sys-
tem was initiated in 2019.
Only 297 people took ad-
vantage of the first-day
rollout of the system in
2019, and numbers have
continued to increase ev-
ery year since. This year’s
total represents a five per-
cent increase in first-day
reservations over those for
the 2023 season.

Another record was
set for the most reserva-
tions as of Dec. 30, with
1,561 stays reserved for
2024, topping the previ-
ous high of 1,507 in 2022.

Other activities

As reported in the
park’s community up-
dates, rangers and main-
tenance crews completed
their annual Thin Ice Res-
cue Training in Novem-
ber.

As of the park’s Jan.
10 trails update, there
were no open snowmobile

trails or ice roads any-
where in the park. Three
Rainy lake area hiking
trails were open, as were
three Ash River area trails.
The sledding hill and ice
rink at the Kabetogama
recreation area were both
closed.

Winter events cur-
rently being planned in-
clude a boreal stargazing
event and the Heart of
the Continent Partnership
conference taking place
the week of Feb. 11. To fa-
cilitate dark sky program-
ming this winter, the park
hired a winter field fellow.

Beginning Friday,
Jan. 5, the Rainy Lake
and Kabetogama Visitor
Centers reopened for the
winter season. Rainy Lake
will be open Fridays, Sat-
urdays, and Sundays from
10 am.-4 p.m., while
Kabetogama will be open
Fridays and Saturdays
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

The park also has

cross country skis and
snowshoes available to
rent for those who want
to experience the park’s
winter landscape. The cost
is $10 per pair for adults
and $5 for children 16 and
under. Reservations can
be made online at https://
www.recreation.gov/
ticket/facility/10090880.
Rental fees go back into
the program to help with
the cost of equipment re-
placement.

Additional items of
note from the updates in-
clude:

>»Work on the new
Kabetogama boat ramp
has been completed.

»Close inspection of
docks, chains and buoys
pulled from Rainy Lake
and Namakan Lake in
preparation for the winter
season revealed no evi-
dence of zebra mussels,
building on past positive
monitoring results for the
invasive aquatic species.
The update noted that the
findings support the pos-
itive effects of the vessel
decontamination station at
Kettle Falls.

»The park Resources
team has been developing
funding proposals for fu-
ture projects, including a
Cruiser Lake cold water
fish habitat research study.

>»The Kabetogama
Visitor Center was paint-
ed and maintenance work
conducted on some of the
park’s seasonal housing
units.

BENEVOLENT LIONS

A group of Cook Lions Club
members and friends gathered
at the Cook VFW on Saturday
for the second annual tie blan-
ket drive. The crew had a fun
day assembling 60 new blan-
kets which will be distributed to

individuals in need.

Right: Ron Maki and Linda Flack
work on a blanket together.

COMMUNITY NOTES

NWFA photo contest
seeks entries for

March exhibition

COOK- Northwoods
Friends of the Arts in
Cook announces its an-
nual photo contest, with
a theme of “A Closer
Look.”

The event is both a
contest and a fun fund-
raiser for NWFA. The
entry fee is $10 per pho-
to and includes a dis-
play mat and sleeve.
Students18 years old or
younger may enter three
photos free. There is no
limit on adult entries.

Photos sized 5x7 or
8x10 photos may feature
portraits, flora, fauna or
objects in detail.

The entry deadline
is Saturday, March 2 at 1

am.

The contest exhibit
will open at the NWFA
Gallery on for viewing
and voting by the pub-
lic. Voting will continue
through Friday, March
29, when two People’s
Choice Awards of $100
and $50 will be an-
nounced at a reception
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
gallery at 210 S River St.

Enjoy visiting and
shopping the nonprof-
it NWFA Gallery during
regular hours of Thurs-
days and Friday, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. and Saturdays, 9
am.-1 p.m.

Photo contest entry
forms and more informa-

tion are available at the
gallery or online at www.
nwfamn.org, or by email-
ing nwfamn.org@gmail.
com.

Cook student

makes dean’s list
COOK- Pierce John-
son, of Cook, an anthro-
pology/geographic infor-
mation science major at
Minnesota State Univer-
sity Moorhead, has been
named to the school’s
dean’s list in recognition
of academic achieve-
ment for the fall semester
of 2023. Students must
maintain a 3.25 or higher
grade-point average and
carry 12 graded credits to
qualify for the honor.

LIONS SCHOLARSHIP
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Cook Lions Club members Bob Ulseth, left, and Judith Ulseth, right,
present the $5,000 DeDe Desannoy Tuuri Kaml Scholarship to 2023 North
Woods graduate Avery Thiel. The scholarship was established by Mick
Desannoy in honor of his sister in 2022 and is administered by the Lions
Club. Thiel is attending Minnesota North College -Vermilion in Ely, where
she is studying to be a veternary technician. photo by D. Colburn

pictures and autographs from
Miss Minnesota,
Angelina Amerigo!

$1.00 raffle baskets plus free :

11th Annual

.EMPTY BOWL EVENT

Friday, February 2, 2024
4:30 - 7:00 pm

NORTH WOODS SCHOO

Shop one of a kind clay bowls and vases made by students. Enjoy a soup, dessert, and
beverage meal with the purchase of a beautiful handmade bowl for $10.00! And, don’t
forget to partake in our $1.00 raffle basket drawing and face painting corner put on by

the Art Club!

Proceeds are given to the Cook ard Orr Food Shelves.

COMMONS
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BROADBAND

County falls in high-speed broadband rankings

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- St. Louis
County is falling behind in
the deployment of high-speed
broadband, tumbling down the
rankings of Minnesota counties
based on recent data from the
Minnesota Office of Broadband
Development, or OBD.

Ann Treacy tracks broadband
development initiatives for the
Blandin Foundation in herregular
“Blandin on Broadband” email
updates, and her recent analysis
reveals the challenges facing resi-
dentsinthe state’s geographically
largest county when it comes to
getting high-speed broadband
internet access.

The currently accepted base-

SOLAR...Continued from page 1

line for high-speed broadband
is 100 megabits per second
download and 20 megabits per
second upload, and OBD has a
goal of reaching full access to
these speeds statewide by 2026.

That target appears to be a
tall order for St. Louis County,
however, according to Treacy’s
analysis. OBD estimates that
23,734 households of the coun-
ty’s 88,360 residential locations
are without wired 100/20mbps
service,ranking 68thinthe state,a
drop of 11 places from last year’s
rankings.

Using a cost estimate of
$9,300 per household for service
deployment, Treacy calculated
that bringing wired high-speed
broadband to all households in the
county would cost $22.73 million.

Due to technological
advancements in fiber optic tech-
nology, gig-speed broadband, or
1,000 megabits per second, has
beenreplacing 100/20mbps as the
preferred speed for new system
deployments, and St. Louis
County ranks 73rd in the state in
access to those speeds.

The major hurdle facing
high-speed broadband expansion
is finding enough funding to
reach the number of households
that need it, particularly when it
comes to reaching underserved
rural areas, which are more costly
to connect. Treacy’s analysis
concluded that it would take over
$2 billion for Minnesota to reach
241,705 unserved households
and meet its 2026 goal, while
Minnesota’s allocation of funds

from the federal Broadband
Equity Access and Deployment
(BEAD) program is only $651
million.

Clearly, states will have to
make choices about how to reach
high-cost unserved locations,
which will likely mean turning
to technologies other than wired
fiberoptics,such as fixed wireless
and satellite. The lack of overall
funding and the need to target
those funds to manage deploy-
ment needs sets up aconundrum,
Treacy noted.

“The frustration is that it sets
up a two-tiered system where
some (hopefully most) people get
better internet access (fiber-like
access) and some donot,” Treacy
said. “It doesn’t feel fair but it’s
the best we can do without a

limitless budget. It feels a lot less
fair if your cousin a mile closer to
town gets fiber and you don’t. If
you go from access to nothing to
satellite, that will feel more like
a win but if you aren’t satisfied
with current broadband and you
don’t see improvement that will
feel like a lost opportunity.”

Minnesotadoes have anedge
when it comes to getting the best
return for available dollars to
invest, Treacy said.

“This is where Minnesota
has the advantage of experience
with the Office of Broadband
Development,” she said. “They
know the lay of the land and the
players. They have a history of
getting folks to work together to
optimize available funding.”

expanding its solar capacity
inorder to meet state targets
for the transition to car-
bon-free sources of energy.

At five megawatts
it is considered a small
project, so it hasn’t been a
top priority for Minnesota
Power and the company
has not responded to infor-
mation requests from the
Timberjay over the past
couple years.

But the details should
be falling into place soon
if the project is to move

forward. According to
Tomsich, the parties have
set July of this year as the
deadline to reach agree-
ment on the details. “They
intend to do it, but it takes
time,” said Tomsich, who
spoke to the Timberjay this
week.

The project would be
built on a largely treeless,
south-facing slope that
extends to the south and
west of the water tower,
providing alarge and sunny
location for solar photovol-

taics, which are solar panels
that generate electricity.
Tomsich said the waste-
water board had originally
considered a solar array
there to help prevent ice
buildup in the water tower.
While that idea didn’t pan
out, the potential of the site
for solar power has been
known for some time.
The site is also located
adjacent to a Minnesota
Power substation, located
on Junction Rd., which
would provide for a conve-

nient interconnection with
the power grid.

While a small project
by the standards of a large
utility, the five-megawatt
project would still generate
enough energy under full
sunlight to power about
3,750 homes. The array
could also likely provide
for the power needs of the
Lake Vermilion-Soudan
Underground Mine State
Park, and Tomsich said
park officials have been
interested in possibly part-

nering in the project to
provide for the power needs
of the park. “Hopefully,
it would generate enough
power torun the park,” said
Tomsich. “We have to get
the lease agreement signed
with Minnesota Power,
then we can talk with the
DNR more seriously.”

If it ultimately moves
forward, the project would
entail the installation of
hundreds of solar panels
along with the racking to
hold the panels in position

on approximately 10-15
acres of the 93-acre site
owned by the TBWWB.
A preliminary 2022 agree-
ment between Norberg’s
group and the TBWWB
also held out the possibility
of battery storage at the site,
along with all the associ-
ated metering, inverters,
and other equipment. No
installation timeline for the
project was available as of
presstime.

2023 Lights of Love Donation List

The VHHP Board of Directors would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who contributed

to the success of the 2023 Lights of Love Campaign.

A special thank you to the volunteers in the communities of Cook, Orr and Tower

In Honor of
Fran Scofield
Heather Chaulklin

All Who Grieve

Our Six Grandchildren

Randall & Marjorie Johnson

Marge McPeak

Grandchildren: Braden, Athena,
Jorey, Ceddy, Xavier

Shirley Sanborn

Charlene Bolen

Greg Aune & Randy Schmitz

Shawna Kishel

Present & Future Clients

Marge McPeak

In Memory of
Michael Biondi & Joe Biondi

Daniel & Paige
Rachel & Hoekstra Family
Ray Scofield
Past Members
Patrick & Our Parents
Sister Jo Ann Sturzl
Ray & Janet Hill
Grace Isaacson & Linda Johnson
Denise Long
Jackie Champa, Jan Champa,
Darlene Karakas, & Bernie Pappone
Raymond Johnson
Eero Ruuska, Frank & Vivian Pliml
Angelo & Kay Sacchetti
Dorothea Olson, Viola
Podpeskar Kmett
Bud & Ginger Heiam, Donna Barnes
Ward, Leone & Paul Conklin
Scott & Bob Thomas
Ron
Joe & Marion Giru
Linda Johnson & Linda Frame

Richard Flack, Memphas Padora,
Ray & Eleanor Phillips

Jim Katila

Chos & Urick Families

Loved Ones

My parents: Virgie & Erling Hegg

Richard, Bettie & Glenn Kirschner

Erwin & Vera Keister,
Donald Baumgartner

Loved Ones Who Have Gone Before

Sue Wolfe

Many Loved Ones

Joel Kantola

Joyce

Noel & Arthur

Donald & Marjorie Herr, John &
Helen Cinciva

Gerard & Carol Antus

Carol Mclntire

Raymond Scofield

for their work in coordinating the ceremonies!

from Nancy & John Stoneburner
from Immanuel Lutheran

Church Women

from Kathleen McQuillan

from Karen & Lee Schaar

from Northern Lights Dental Care
from Renee Pollock

from Laurel Chilcote

from Handberg’s Marine
from Greg Delich

from Julie Aune

from Kris & Mike Walker
from BIC Realty

from Daniel & Faye Mobilia

from Carol & Jeff Biondi

from Toni Swanson

from Al & Carol Hoekstra

from Nancy & John Stoneburner
from Alango Sturgeon Homemakers
from Leo & Lindi Wilenius

from Rolf & Laurie Anderson

from Deb Hill

from Rachel Johnson

from Bak Construction

from Bob Champa

from Kay Johnson

from George & Robin Pliml
from Tony & Kathy Sacchetti

from Pat & Dick Olson
from Larry & Becky Barnes
from Cork & Lynn Conner
from Norma Thomas

from Betty Deyo

from Jim & Janine Oakman
from First National Bank
Cook / Chisholm

from Don & Becky Simpson
from Sandy Katila

from Anthony Chos

from Barb Seopa

from Cherie Bridges

from Lynn Hutton

from The Tire Shop

from Doreen Olson

from Raymond Wolfe

from Kathleen McQuillan
from Terry & Bernie Kantola
from John Aronson

from Jeanine Emmons

from Steve & Marge Herr
from Carl Antus Family
from Lloyd Mclntire

from Frances Scofield

In Memory of (continued)
JosH Rutar

Eric Kolstad

Tenna Perkio & Michelle Perander

Cassie Jane Brandon

Ken & Kathy Leding

Peggy Harju & Clay Jackson

Daughters: Kathy & Shirley

Friends & Family

Tom, Dick & Neil Mayo

Phil Cobby

Deceased CCW Members

Deceased Parishioners of
Holy Cross Catholic Church

Deceased Parish Members

Frank Gerald Meyer

Patricia Doble & MaryLou Llewellyn

Mur Tahija, Judy Kilen,
Tim Dahl & Glen Chilcote

Bill & Anne Joki, Darwin & Phyllis Platter

Grandpa Glen & Grandson Theo

All Of Our Loved Ones Who Have
Passed Before Us

Karen Riepe

Don Price, Marvin & Jeanette Vos

Art & Lorriane Boutto, Don & Doris Roderick
Chris (Boots), Wanda, Don, & Phil Shoemaker

Pamela Clines

Franklin Gornick

Jean & Leo Moeglein

Robert & Madeline Delich

Penny Joelson

Gene Jenkins

Nancy, Lindi, & Julie Fogelberg,
Paige Bergman & Dan Swanson

Family & Friends

Fred & Katy Erkkila, Richard & Patricia Lenski

Our Parents
Don Price
Carol Woody
Dale Lundblad

All Previous Lake Vermilion Resort Owners

JosH Rutar

Tammy Johnson & Dale Long
Ron Amundson & Julie Stahlberg
Pat Karich

James & Emily Peyla

Chester Root

Past Clients

Family Members

Art & Betty Naughton

Patty Karich

from Todd, Chris, Kyle &
Dusty Gabrielson

from Doug & Sue Kolstad
from Bruce Perkio

from Roger & Nancy Lindbeck
from Allison Leding

from Connie Harju

from Lorraine Carlson

from Randy & Julie Grahn
from Katherine Mayo

from Northern Lights Dental Care
from St. Mary’s CCW

from Holy Cross Catholic Church
from St. Mary’s Catholic Church
from George & Kathy Meyer
from Emily Koch

from Renee Pollock
from Rob & Rhonda Joki
from Laurel Chilcote

from Mlaker Funeral Home
from Laurie Potter

from Marcia Price

from Barb & Gary Boutto
from Gayle & Greg Shoemaker
from Timbuktu Marina

from Jorgine Gornick

from Mike Moeglein

from Greg Delich

from Delta Zabrocki

from John and Claire Zwieg

from Steve Fogelberg

from Missy Bakker Roach
from Fred and Dana Erkkila
from Chuck & Mary Richards
from Watering Can Garden Shop
from Chris Woody

from Nan Lundblad

from Lake Vermilion Resort &
Tourism Association

from Rob Rutar

from Dale Johnson

from Bea Amundson

from Kris & Mike Walker

from Dick Peyla

from Linda Kronholm

from BIC Realty

from William & Joyce Fromel
from Michael & Patti Naughton
from Scott & Kim Geiger

Generous Donations From: Paul Pishler, Reichel Electric, Franks Pharmacy,
Vermilion Barging, North Star Credit Union, Norman W Nelson Construction,

Cook Timberwolves Snowmobile Club, Bloom Lahti VFW Auxiliary 1757,

Pat Michaelson, Cook Building Center, Bergetta Indihar, Martinson Electric,

Orr American Legion Post #480, Fortune Bay Resort Casino, Virginia Figure Skating
Group, Holly Abramson, Liza Root, Autumn Jacobson, Karen Ducharme,

Alan Johnson, Aaron Hegg & Family
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STATE BONDING

Walz’s $982 million spending plans lack specifics

Proposal leaves local governments unsure of governor’s support for improvement projects

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Gov. Tim
Walz unveiled a proposed $982
million capital budget for the
2024 legislative session on
Tuesday,and local governments,
including Tower, were left
hanging on whether or not their
requests will be funded.

That’s because the gover-
nor chose to forego earmarking
money for any of the $2.9 billion
inrequests for over 550 individual
county and city projects this time
around. Instead, Walz shunted
lump sum allocations to various
state agencies to be distributed
through grantand loan programs.
Agencies, not Walz, will priori-
tize local government projects
for funding, and with nearly $2
billion more in requests than the
total Walz proposed for the capital
budget,alarge number of requests
are certain to go unfunded.

The only local government
request submitted from the North
Country came from the city of
Tower on behalf of the Tower
Breitung Wastewater Board,
a request for $3 million for
upgrades to the water treatment
facility. Tower and other commu-
nities with water treatment proj-
ects will now have to direct their
requests to the Public Facilities
Authority, which would have
$60 million from Walz’s proposal
allocated for clean water project
grants, and $39 million more in
loan capacity, all funded through
general obligation bonds.

State facilities

The largest single area allo-
cation in Walz’s proposal is for
renewal and maintenance of state
facilities, which he touted as a
key aspect of a safe, healthy,
and fiscally responsible budget.
With an investment exceeding
$440 million, the plan focuses
on the upkeep of taxpayer-owned
buildings, including nearly $206
million for repairs and renova-
tions at Minnesota State and the
University of Minnesotafacilities.
“Forty-five percent of the
resources in this package would
go towards fixing and improving
existing facilities,” said Erin
Campbell, commissioner of the
Minnesota Management and
Budget office. “Included in this
category is $387 million dollars
for asset preservation for state
agency and higher education
facilities and infrastructure. Last
year’s bonding bill had a lot to be
proud of including major invest-
ments innew infrastructure. With
those needs addressed, this is a
year to focus on reinvesting in
taking care of the state properties
that taxpayers already own. The
state has abuilding portfolio with
an average age of 42 years. The
largest and most expensive of
all asset renewal projects tend to
occur when a building is over 30
years old. As a result, significant
funds need to be invested in pre-
serving what we already have to
serve Minnesotans for many years
to come.”

Campbell noted that the
funds aren’t exclusively target-

ed for buildings, saying that the
Department of Natural Resources
will get a portion of the funds to
use for refurbishing park roads
and bridges.

“We need to invest in these
assets now to begin to address
the $6 .4 billion in deferred main-
tenance of state infrastructure.
Investing in our facilities is the
fiscally responsible thing to do,”
Campbell said.

Public safety

More than $142 million
has been designated for public
safety initiatives. This funding
will expand laboratory and
investigation capabilities of the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
and support the planning of a
new Minnesota State Patrol
headquarters. Additionally, $47
million is included to develop
infrastructure for rehabilitative
programming and educational
spacesin prisons. And $8 1 million
has been designated for repair
of state correctional facilities, a
need Department of Corrections
Commissioner Paul Schnell
addressed at Tuesday’s news
conference.

“As many people know, our
facilities range in age from 125
years on the oldest side and the
newest facility is pushing 30 years
old,” Schnell said. “The needs
are profound. That’s about ten
percent of the deferred mainte-
nance needs the department has.”

Two regional office facili-
ties for the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension, including an
existing office in Bemidji and

a new office and laboratory in
Mankato, have been tagged
for a combined $52 million in
Walz’s proposal, $22.4 million
has been allocated for design and
land acquisition for a new State
Patrol Headquarters building.
“This is about charting the future
of the Minnesota State Patrol,”
said State Patrol Chief Colonel
Matt Langer. “We currently, in
our metropolitan area, work out
of six different office spaces.
That’s about as fragmented and
disjointed as you can get. Given
the pressures that we have today,
and what Minnesota needs out
of the State Patrol, as we look
toward the future, we see tremen-
dous value in bringing those six
fragmented, segmented sections
together to gain efficiency, to gain
synergy, and to gain additional
accountability.”

Housing

Walz’s proposal allocates
$97 million for housing and envi-
ronmental improvements. Over
half of thatis reserved for housing
infrastructure bonds to aid in
developing multifamily housing
for the homeless, seniors, and
families. This plan also includes
more than $16 million forrenova-
tions at the Minneapolis Veterans
Home to enhance resident care.

Other infrastructure
About $85 million has been
tagged for investment in the
many diverse infrastructure
needs across Minnesota. This
encompasses $40 million forlocal
government project requests that
ranged from community centers

and sporting facilities to librar-
ies and economic development
initiatives $5 million has been
earmarked for grants for con-
structing and renovating early
childhood facilities.

While a November forecast
projected a $2 4 billion surplus for
the upcoming year, tighter eco-
nomic times are on the horizon,
as spending is projected to exceed
revenue for fiscal year 2026-27.
Walz said that given last year’s
$2.6billion bonding package, the
state should take on a smaller list
of projects this year.

Legislators will weigh in on
Walz’s proposal when the new
legislative session begins next
month, and will undoubtedly
haggle over numerous items, as
neither party has enough votes to
unilaterally pass the proposal with
the three-fifths required support
from each chamber.

Senate Capital Investment
Committee Chair Sandra Pappas,
DFL-St. Paul, has warned that
the legislature won’t be able to
please everyone.

“Wehave ahuge backlog for
infrastructure needs, you know,
roads,bridges, wastewater, clean
water in particular. And I think
that it’s going to be difficult for
the state to meet all those needs,
and take care of state buildings,”
she said.

Republican Sen. Karin
Housley, of Stillwater, said she
was disappointed that Walz’s pro-
posal was skewed more toward
state agencies and away from
local requests.

OHYV CAMP...Continued from page 1

about 400 acres, located just south
of Hwy. 169 near the Murray forest
management road, was re-desig-
nated as a state recreation area in
2020 to allow for construction of
the OHV campground. Despite its
new designation, state park staff will
manage the new campground just as
it manages other camping facilities
within the park itself.

While final site design is not
fully completed, Assistant Park
Director Jim DeVries said park
officials are hoping they’ll be able
to go out for bids on the project yet
this winter, with construction set to
begin this summer. DeVries said the
project is currently scheduled for
completion in July 2025.

The new camping areais expect-
ed to include 27 large, pull-thru
campsites, which will be consider-
ably wider than those found in most
state park sites to allow for loading,
unloading, and maneuvering of
off-road vehicles. Like most other
state park campgrounds, facilities
will include a shower house and
vault toilets. The new campground

LAUNDRY...Continued from page 1

the Timberjay, explain-
ing how the puns spread
from home to business.
“(Laundromats) are not
exactly a sexy business

. We thought it was a
good idea, to spruce up

the (laundromat) experi-
ence for people, and let
the customers know we’re
invested in the business and
that we care about it.”
The Weises have been
in Ely 15 years. Joe is a

is also slated to include an ATV
wash station, which DeVries said is
intended to help reduce the spread
of invasive species, since seeds
from invasive plants like dandelion
and tansy are frequent hitchhikers
on ATVs.

The new sites will provide for
either tent camping or RVs. The
DNR was notreleasing any costesti-
mates at this time, nor a preliminary
site map. Thatadditional information
should be forthcoming in March.
In 2020, the park did receive $5.8
million in bonding funds from the
Legislature to help move the project
forward.

The new campground will have
direct access to the Prospector’s
Loop ATV trail, which will connect
riders with an ever-growing network
of off-road vehicle trails in the region
stretching from the North Shore to
the Canadian border. Another trail
in the works will provide campers
with direct access to both Tower
and Soudan, where gas stations,
restaurants, and other services are
available.
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The planned state OHV camp is set to be built just south of Hwy. 169, just off the Murray
Forest Road in the area shown in yellow.
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Ely (MN) Branch

Women in the Trades
* Scholarship ¢

Darlene Nemanich

236 East 10th Street South
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-5462

The Ely Branch of the American Association
of University Women (AAUW) is currently
accepting applications for a “Women in the
Trades" Scholarship. The scholarship, in
the amount of $2,000 will be awarded to
any woman (high school or beyond) t
accepted or enrolled in a non-traditional trade
program (plumber, electrician, mechanic,
HVAC Tech, boilermaker, construction
worker, line person).
Deadline for applications is April 1, 2024.
Contact person below for an application
form or with gquestions.

dmnemanich@frontiernet.net

that is

financial planner at the
Thrivent Financial office
in Ely, just two blocks
from the Weise’s new
business. Emily is one of
the directors at the YMCA
Camp du Nord on Burntside

The VERMILION CLUB

Lake. They recently bought
the Laundry Room and
reopened for business on
Dec. 16.

“We want to expand
the business,”
said, “especially the com-

Celerate with us/

Saturday, January 20
6 PM - Drink Specials & Social Hour
with Complimentary Dinner Buffet

8 PM - LIVE MUSIC

m by VITAMIN BROWN

laundry services and

Joe Weise just this week for the

MORTHERM LAKES

=
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mercial side.” The Weises
plan to target resorts in
the region for commercial

their first two employees

mercial side of the business.

Regardless, it’s the
individual customer side of
the business that pun-ishes
its patrons with the washers
and dryers with the play on
names —because abad pun,
after all, is its own reword.

hired

com-

ARTS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

FEBRUARY 10, 2024

10 AMTO 4 PM
AT THE ELY SENIOR CENTER

Hours: Tues-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close

CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Dining Room: S,Tu,W,Th: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza: S,Tu,W to 9 PM; Thur. to 10 PM

Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

VERMILION

Take Out Available
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by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- 1It’s a
week of mixed signals
for COVID activity in
Minnesota, not an unusual
circumstance considering
the limited measures of
surveillance available now
compared to earlier in the
pandemic.

Suggesting that St.
Louis County health service
area may have reached a
peak in the latest winter
surge sweeping across the
nation, the hospital admis-
sion rate dropped last week
by 31 percent, bucking the
national upward trend of
3.2 percent, according to
the Centers for Disease
Control. St. Louis County
and surrounding counties
that are part of the CDC’s
designated service area
remain at a medium level
of COVID activity.

Conversely, measures
of COVID viral load in
wastewater in northeast
Minnesota thathad dropped
for two consecutive weeks
rose againin the mostrecent
readings by 14.1 percent,
trending opposite the state-
wide average.

The CDC’s county
levels map paints a more
sncouraging picture for
Minnesota overall, with

FROZEN...Continued from page 1

Ely seventh grader Kylie Mosher (in the red plaid

only 17 counties now rated
ashaving medium levels of
COVID activity and five
rated as high.

Yet nationally, the
CDC data suggests that
we could be in the midst
of the second largest surge
of COVID since the start of
the pandemic. Wastewater
data collected by the CDC
is higher nationally than
it’s been in two years.
However,the current surge
is nowhere near the mag-
nitude of the pandemic’s
massive Omicron spike in
January 2022, when weekly
hospital admissions soared
to over 150,000. Weekly
hospital admissions cur-
rently are running around
34,000, more than double
that at the end of October.

Dr.Michael Osterholm,
nationally recognized epi-
demiologist and director of
the Center for Infectious
Disease Research and
Policy at the University
of Minnesota, said in his
Jan. 11 podcast that it has
become increasingly dif-
ficult to assess the extent
of COVID activity in the
country.

“There’s been talk
and headlines about the
U.S. being in the midst of
the second largest COVID
wave since the beginning of

PUBLIC HEALTH

Latest COVID variant is spreading rapidly in Minnesota

the pandemic,” Osterholm
said. “And while there is
no arguing that we’re in the
midst of a surge, it’s tough
to really know exactly how
big it is given the limited
tools we have for tracking
and deciphering activity.
Remember, we have vir-
tually dismantled all of
the surveillance systems
we had in place throughout
most of the pandemic. I
wish I could say we have
lots of data. We don’t.”
And while levels of
hospitalizations, serious
illness and deaths haven’t
approached levels seen
at past high points in the
pandemic, Osterholm is
convinced COVID itself
remains extremely active.
“Today I can tell you,
though, thatit’s my person-
al experience and that of
many of my colleagues and
friends, that there is much
COVID in our communi-
ties right now, as (much
as) we’ve probably seen it
any time in the pandemic.
Thatincludes even the days
of Omicron,” Osterholm
said. “We are not going to
go back to the days of 2020
to 2022-early 2023, where
atthat time in the pandemic
large surges in cases often
meant also large increases
inthe numbers hospitalized

and the number who died.
That is not where we’re at
today, but we still have a
challenge because we are
still seeing a burden of
illness that I think is abso-
lutely unacceptable.”
Osterholm noted that
the wastewater data could
be skewed by the domi-
nance of the JN.1 COVID
variant, which accounts for
around 60 percent of cases
nationwide. JN.1 has been
associated with diarrheal
typeillness,and Osterholm
saiditcould be possible that
those infected are putting
more excreted waste into
the wastewater system.
Comparing current levels
to past levels could lead
to artificially inflating the
extrapolated levels of com-
munity COVID activity.
“At this point, it’s not
straightforward — we don’t
know how to interpret
it,” Osterholm said. “But
clearly this virus isn’t done
with us and the message is
being lost on people.”
Osterholm lamented
the low uptake of the latest
COVID vaccine, which has
been shown to be effective
in reducing the risk of hos-
pitalization, serious illness
and death.
“Right now, less than
one in five adults in this

country have received
a dose of the updated
vaccine,” he said. “Why is
itinnursing homes less than
two in five have received
this particular new dose?
And why is it among those
in long-term care facilities
who work there that we’re
seeing, in many instanc-
es, single-digit numbers
of people vaccinated? I
believe that the sharp rise
of JN.1 and the accumu-
lation of cases has been
exacerbated by the fact that
Americans are now severe-
ly under vaccinated when
it comes to the updated
vaccine.”

Osterholm noted that
immunity has also waned
for those who were infect-
ed at least six months ago
or more, which makes the
overall population more
susceptible to JN.1.

Osterholm also talked
about what he termed one
of the “most unfortunate
situations” of the pandemic,
the severe underutilization
of the antiviral Paxlovid for
treating COVID. A recent
study showed that Paxlovid
reduced hospitalization risk
by 26 percent and the risk
of mortality 28 days after
infection by 78 percent.
However, of the million
people in the study, only

9.7 percenthad been treated
with Paxlovid by their
doctors.

“One of the areas that
I have been very frustrat-
ed by is the number of
physicians who don’t yet
understand how effective
this drug can be and who
have often misled patients,”
Osterholm said. “And I
don’t believe intentional-
ly, but they have misled
patients into believing, oh,
don’t getit,you’ll just geta
rebound illness fromit. We
have data showing that’s
not true. I think that’s been
a real problem. We have
to do more to educate our
medical community.”

“Another key issue,”
Osterholm continued, “is
the timeline for prescrib-
ing and taking Paxlovid.
People often don’t seek it
out until their symptoms
get worse during their
infection. But once they
do, it’s too late into the
infection to be effective.
You really need it in those
first five days. So we have
alot of work to do in terms
of educating people that if
they do develop COVID,
they should seek Paxlovid
immediately.”

shirt) plays a young Dorothy Molter, who makes
several cameo appearances in the Ely Memorial

High School production of “Disney’s Frozen-The
Broadway Musical.” photo by C. Clark

you decide to come to see
if a show has sold out,”
said Catherine Helm-Clark,
who is the Frozen in Ely
webmaster and manages
the ticket sales for the
musical. “We are listing
how many tickets are left
for sale on a frequent basis
at frozeninely.org and will
also post if we have sold
out any of the shows on the

website.”

Any questions and
problems with tickets
should be sent to admin@
frozeninely.org, which is
checked several times aday
by volunteer “tickets wran-
gler” Sean Clark during this
last week before the show.

Ely Memorial High
School won a Disney-
sponsored national com-

Scenic &Rivcrs

HEALTH SERVICES

petition called “The United
States of Frozen.” The
contest awarded the rights
tothe full Broadway version
of the musical to just one
high school in every state.

The musical has
received widespread
support from Ely and all

the other communities in
the area, all the way down
to Virginia. Local business-
es helped fund a trip for
students to see the touring
Broadway production of
“Frozen” inMilwaukee last
spring. The list of sponsors
and volunteers are all listed

on the Frozeninely.org
website.

The cast of the produc-
tion extends beyond just
Ely and includes students
in grades 6-12 from the Ely
School District, Northeast
Range School in Babbitt
and area homeschoolers.

The production really is
biggerthan justEly inevery
way and it is this level of
community involvement
that was one of the factors
that helped Ely win the
rights to perform this show.

UNCHARTED
SOCIETY

HIBBING
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262-3049

MEDICAL - DENTAL - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

@) 1-877-541-2817
WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG
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> Updated, Expanded
Fleet of 2024 Models!

* Half / Full / Multi-Day Rentals
» Connected to Thousands of

Lt Guided Excursions Available

CALL (218) 827-2635

www_lossings.com = sales@lossings.com
M Ba i [l i

RENTALS

Available

Miles of Groomed Trails

* Perfect for Your Next
Company Event

7

CABIN QUILTIRG

Your North Country
e 5-Star Rated Shop °

B

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey ¢ 218-666-3146
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723
cabinquilting@gmail.com
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NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

NORTHERN LAKES

CONCERT

SERIES

ZACK BALTICH FEATURING ALEC OSTHOFF
WHEN: JANUARY 27TH AT 6 PM
WHERE: THE VERMILION FINE ARTS THEATER
COST: $25 GENERAL ADMISSION & $20 NLAA MEMBERS

EMBARK ON A MESMERIZING JOURMNEY AS DULUTH'S VISIONARY
PERCUSSIONIST ZACK BALTICH AND AUTHOR ALEC OSTHOFF
CONVERGE FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENING. BALTICH'S
GROUNDBREAKING COMPOSITIONS BLEND GEMRES, COMPLE-
MENTED BY OSTHOFF'S UPCOMING MOVEL EXCERPTS.

BIG TIME JAZZ ORCHESTRA
WHEN: FEBRUARY 2ND AT 7 PM
WHERE: WASHINGTON AUDITORIUM
COST: 525 GENERAL ADMISSION & 520 NLAA MEMBERS

JOIM US FOR AN ELECTRIFYING NIGHT AS WE KICK OFF THE ELY
WINTER FESTIVAL WITH THE SECOND INSTALLMENT OF OUR
NORTHERN LAKES CONCERT SERIES. ON FEBRUARY 2ND AT 7
PM, THE WASHINGTON AUDITORIUM WILL COME ALIVE WITH

THE SEMSATIOMAL SOUNDS OF THE BIG TIME JAZZ OQRCHESTRA,

STRAIGHT FROM DULUTH, MINNESOTA,

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR
ON NORTHERNLAKESARTS.ORG
OR BY SCANNING THE QR CODE!

SARTS
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LOTS OF MOVIES

Get your tickets early for the Ely Film Festival

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- If you’re hoping to
attend this year’s Ely Film Fes-
tival, here’s some advice: buy
your tickets soon. Heading into
just its second year, the festival
has already sold out some of its
most anticipated screenings as
interest in the event continues
to grow.

The festival runs four days,
from Feb. 8-11, with all films
showing at the two cinemas
inside Ely’s Historic State The-
ater.

The festival includes the
film, “40 Below,” that has al-
ready gained national recogni-
tion. “I expect ‘40 Below’ on
Saturday night (Feb. 9) to sell
out,” festival director Jacob
White told the Timberjay. The
film is a feature-length docu-
mentary about two participants
in northeast Minnesota’s gruel-
ing Arrowhead 135 race, which
takes place every January. The
film has already collected sever-
al awards and honors since pre-
miering in April 2023 in Minne-
apolis. Several of its showings,
especially in Minnesota, have
sold out.

Name change

The Ely Film Festival
changed its name this year. It
began last year as the End of
the Road Film Festival. “The
rebranding gives the festival

- ATHER

better name recognition,” White
remarked. “We noticed last year,
folks from out of town were al-
ready using that name. If you’re
not from the local area, ‘end of
the road’ isn’t as recognizable as
being connected to Ely.”

‘Athens” still in

post-production

“The most asked question
I get, is whether the film shot
last May here in Ely will be at
the festival,” said Jacob. That
feature length movie, which
has used working titles of both
“Athens” and “Boundary Wa-

ters,” is currently in its post-pro-
duction phase and will not be
done in time for this year’s Ely
Film Festival.

The film is the project and
brainchild of accomplished
television and film producer
Erin Mae Miller, profiled in the
April 28, 2023, edition of the
Timberjay. The film crews used
a house in town, the campus of
the Ely Public Schools, Ely City
Hall, and other locations around
town. Many Elyites were extras
in the film.

“They want it to play in
Ely,” White said, who also
worked on the production, “but

The quynz;t ﬁar,:a ln IIlH ‘Hnnu

they’re not done with post-pro-
duction yet.”

The 2024 program
Opening night for the festi-
val is sponsored by Ely Winter
Festival. The opening ceremony
will be at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 8. The festival requests that
those who wish to attend should
arrive 20 minutes early. The cer-
emony will include speakers,
songs, and prayers from a tradi-
tional Anishinaabe drum team.
After the ceremony, opening
night will offer film screenings
and a Q&A session with arctic
explorer Lonnie Dupre.

“We’ve sold 130 festival
passes already,” White said,
referring to the passes that in-
clude admission to all the films
and perks such as breakfasts,
the loyalty club lounge, parties,
and discounts on festival mem-
orabilia. For those not able to
attend the entire festival, indi-
vidual tickets for feature films
and the short film blocks are $10
apiece.

This year’s film festival will
show 15 features and 11 short
film blocks. Festival passes and
tickets can be bought in advance
at elyfilmfest.com

State trails still poor for snowmobiling

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

TOWER-

Cook VFW
POST 1757
(218)664-0500
Open: Wed-Mon:

Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

Thursday: BINGO
Opens: 5 PM
Games Start: 6:30 PM

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT * 4:30-7 PM
1/3 LB BURGER - $6
_206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

Tower DNR staff
have been out packing snow on
the Arrowhead, Taconite, and other
snowmobile trails under their care
since last week, but Area Supervi-
sor Joe Majerus says it’s anyone’s
guess as to when they’ll be able to
get the groomers out and rolling.
While a good portion of the
trails are now marginally passable
with last week’s snow, trail condi-
tions are still considered poor, with
areas of open water and unfrozen

;ﬁ.m

April 25-30, 2024
Minnesota History Tour
May 22-24, 2024
Washington DC

Sept 12-16, 2024

Fall New England
Cruise
Sept 28-0ct 5, 2024

Tour of Italy

Oct 13-22, 2024 (sold out)
Panama Canal Cruise
January 11-23, 2025

Alaskan Cruise
August 13-25, 2025

BOOK JAYBEETRAVEL.COM OR (218) 409-6188

wetlands for snowmobilers to con-
tend with, Majerus told the Timber-

Jjay on Tuesday.

with the recent snows.

of cold weather.

aren’t ready to accommodate

L 15 dh

Noon to Closing EXTENDED TOURS 2024
(Closed Tuesday) Discover Charleston & DAY TOURS
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM| Savannah

Duluth | Feb 8

Duluth | Mar 6

Bayfield | Oct 5

The wetland conditions cre-
ate the possibility of snowmobiles
breaking through thin ice layers
that may not be readily evident
Majerus
noted that wetlands are problem-
atic because decomposition gen-
erates heat that impacts how well
they freeze. He said it’s not unusual
to observe steam rising from wet-
lands even after prolonged periods

]AYBEE J‘RAVEL

Jesus Christ Superstar
Menopause The Musical 2

The Lion King Musical
Minneapolis | Apr 14 (sold out)

SIX The Musical
St. Paul | Jul 27

A Day at the MN State Fair
St. Paul | Aug 26

Beautiful: Carole King Musical
Chanhassen | Sep 7

Discover Bayfield, Wisconsin

groomed only once.

“We need more snow,”
But it’s clear that the wetlands

the

weight of a groomer yet, and Ma-
jerus wouldn’t hazard a guess as
to when they might be ready to do
so. He wasn’t overly encouraged
by long-range forecasts predicting
temperatures in the mid-30s by the
middle of next week and little to no
snow for the foreseeable future.
Majerus said the last time he
recalls conditions being like this
was in the 1990s. He said there
was one year they didn’t groom the
trails at all, and another where they

back on the road.

he said.

Car hits plow near Tower

TOWER- Traffic on Hwy. 169, between The Y
Store and Tower, was disrupted for hours on Jan. 11
when a 2000 Jeep Cherokee traveling northbound
lost control on the highway before striking a MnDOT
snowplow head on, leaving the vehicle and the plow
in the ditch. The accident occurred at 4:34 p.m. but
the traffic delays at the site lasted at least two hours as
heavy equipment had to be brought in to get the plow

The Jeep driver, Joann Collins Smerage, age 64,
of Winona, was transported to the Essentia-Virginia
Hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. The driver
of the snowplow was not injured.

Both drivers were wearing seatbelts, and alcohol
was not a factor in the accident.

Vaky

protection plan fees.

for a full year!

Famuly Eye Care Center

Jjntam.. on/Vlrlea 741-3000 advoptical.com

Only Advanced Optical frames
come with a one year “no questions
asked” replacement warranty. Simply
bring us the pieces and we'll repair
or replace the frame - for up to one
year — at no charge and with no

Blame it on the dog, the soccer ball,
the washing machine, grandkids or
the cold weather - they are covered

Outside prescriptions welcome.
Open Mon thru Fri 9 a.m. -

ADVANCED

6 p.m.

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER

Start your career with us today!
The Cook Care Center has Full and Part Time
Nursing Assistant positions available.

Starting Wage:
2024—$18.23 plus an additional $2.50 per hour increase
for all hours worked (*grant funds)

Experience pay provided for past work experience

Shift Differentials:
Afternoon—$0.75
Midnight—$1.25
Weekend—$1.10

Competitive Benefits: Health, Dental, Vision, PTO, EIB
PERA Retirement: Employee 6.5% / Employer 7.5%
Sign on Bonus

Every other weekend off
Employee Discounts

Free Onsite Fitness Center

28 Private Resident Rooms

For questions, contact:
Stephanie Maki
Chief Human Resources Officer
218-666-6220
smaki@cookhospital.org
Apply Online Today

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity employer.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

Hilltoppers outscore Wolves

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY — Duluth Marshall had a
hot night from beyond the arc here
on Tuesday as they poured in 18
treys enroute to an 89-68 win over

Left: Ely freshman Amelia
Penke looks for an opening
under heavy pressure from a
Duluth Marshall defender.

the Timberwolves. “We just couldn’t
stop their scorers, especially their
three-point shooters,” said Head
Coach Max Gantt. “They made 18
threes but it felt like 30.”

Ely tried to keep pace as the
Wolves offense performed well
under the onslaught. Senior Grace
LaTourell scored 17 points, while
freshman Amelia Penke was right
behind with 16 points. Coming off
the bench, junior Maija Mattson

' Duluth Marshall connects on 18 threes to outpace Ely 89-68

Zoe Mackenzie added eight as well.

Even so, the Wolves fell behind
early and were down 44-28 at the
break. They improved their ball
handling and their offensive output
in the second half but still trailed the
Hilltoppers 45-40 in the frame. The
Wolves faced a couple tough com-
petitors in Duluth Marshall’s Chloe
Johnson and Regan Juenemann.
Chloe had 32 points for them,

photo by J. Greeney scored eight points and sophomore

See GIRLS...pg. 2B

HOCKEY

Wolves top
Broncos 4-2

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

INT’L FALLS — The Wolves have
been indomitable on home ice in recent
weeks,butthey proved they can manage
just fine on the road on Tuesday as
they downed the Broncos here, 4-2, to
improve to 12-5 on the season.

After a scoreless first period, Ely
senior Drew Marolt put the Wolves on
top in the opening minutes of the second,
with a goal at the 3:56 mark off an assist
from senior Deegan Richards. Freshman
Owen Marolt added a second Ely goal
just 30 seconds later, with the assists
going to Richards and Drew Marolt.

The Broncos weren’t about to give
in,however,and they came bucking back
later in the frame with two Parker Olson
goals, the first on a power play, to tie
the game at two. Richards broke the log
jam at the ten minute mark of the third
period, with assists from Drew Marolt
and junior Garrett Rohr. Sophomore
Jayden Zemke found the open net in

BOYS BASKETBALL

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- The North
Woods boys basketball team
scored atoughroad win against
Fond du Lac on Tuesday,
bouncing back from a rough
and tumble home loss to Mt.
Iron-Buhl last Friday.

North Woods had all they
could handle on the hardwoods
at Fond du Lac. Louis Panichi
and Luke Will got the Grizzlies
off to a good start before Jonah
Burnett caught fire and hit for
17 first-half points. Despite
Burnett’s performance, the
Ojibwe led at the half 39-37.
The Grizzlies second-half
comeback was punctuated by
a pair of triples from Will, two
by Talen Jarshaw, and one from
Panichi. North Woods held
off a late Fond du Lac charge
with the help of a bizarre triple
technical foul call, one on
the Grizzlies and two on the
Ojiwbe thatresulted in a player

by DaviD COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- Muscle
memory is essential to the game
of golf asaplayerlearns toshape
and groove their swing, but
for North Woods senior golfer
Tori Olson perhaps the most
important muscle memories are
the ones she holds in her heart.

Family and friends gath-
ered with Olson at the school
last week as the three-time state
tournament qualifier signed a

Above: The Grizzlies’
Jonah Burnett takes a
jump shot from heavy
traffic during last
Friday’s contest with
Mt. Iron-Buhl.

Right: The Grizzlies’
Luke Will looks for a way
inside the tough MI-B
defense.

photos by D. Colburn

ejection.

“I didn’t even see what
happened,” North Woods
Head Coach Andrew Jugovich
said. “Apparently Keenan
(Whitney) had come from
behind and laid out a kid when
they were going on a fast
break.” Whitney was whistled
for a technical, but Jugovich
said the Fond du Lac playerlost
his composure and was hit with
a pair of technicals. Instead of
the Ojibwe having the ball with
momentum and the chance to

See NW BOYS..pg. 2B

letter of intent to play colle-
giate golf for the University
of Minnesota-Crookston next
year. Butif not for the memories
she carries in her heart of her
grandparents,Rogerand Sylvia
Makela, she might never have
reached this moment at all.

“The first time I got a golf
club in my hands was with my
grandma and my grandpa, they
used to take me all the time,”
Tori said. “At first I didn’t like
it.”

rizzlies split a pair

Win hard-fought battle at Fond du Lac, fall to Mt. Iron-Buhl at home

See HOCKEY...pg 2B

NORDIC SKIING

Ely skiers
rise to cold
weather

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

COLLEGIATE SPO

But they persisted, and
Rogerin particular,as he always
had custom-fitted clubs just for
her so she would learn to swing
properly, according to Tori’s
father, Todd. And over time,
Tori came around.

“Now I am so thankful that I
gotinto golf,it’s like my favorite
thing in the world,” Tori said.
“And I probably never would
have been in golf without my
grandpa.”

But it’s safe to say that

RTS

North Woods’ Olson to play golf for U of M-Crookston

Right: North Woods Head
Girls Golf Coach and mom
Kandi Olson shows her
daughter Tori where to
sign a letter of intent to
play golf for UM-Crookston
this coming fall.

photo by D. Colburn

Roger Makela wasn’t the only
golfing influence on Tori.
Growing up in a family that
includes North Woods girls golf

See OLSON...pg. 2B

Managing Editor

GRAND MARAIS — Skiers at the

Cook County Invitational had to contend
with something they haven’t faced in a
meet yet this year— cold weather.

“It was our biggest mountain to

climb,” said Ely Head Coach Todd
Hohenstein. “The cold weather can
really sap a skier’s energy. On the
other hand, we did have a few skiers
that thrived in the cold and took on the
conditions as a personal challenge.”

Among those who thrived on the

Pincushion Mt. trails were Ely seniors
Ava Skustad and Eli Olson, who both
finished in sixth place and helped lead

See NORDIC..pg 3B
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- It was feast or
famine for the North Woods girls
this past week as they squared
off against two powerhouses
and a patsy, losing a pair to Mt.
Iron-Buhl and South Ridge while
picking up a dominant win over
Littlefork-Big Falls.

Tuesday’s home tilt against
South Ridge, coming in at 12-3
and on a five-game win streak,
was expected to be a tough one
against a tall, quick opponent.
River Cheney got the Grizzlies
on the board with a trey from
the top of the key, matching the
Panthers’ opening score. Cheney
scored again from down low and
Helen Koch got two on a drive to
keep the Grizzzlies close at 13-7,
but South Ridge picked up the
pace on both ends of the court and
used a 19-6 run to go up 32-13
with six minutes left in the half.
The Panthers continued to bring
the heat, ballooning the lead to
51-21 at the half. North Woods
didn’t mount a serious threat in
the second half, losing 85-38.

Cheney was the only North
Woods player in double figures
with 14.

Littlefork-Big Falls

In Monday’s home contest
against Littlefork-Big Falls, it
was the Grizzlies who lowered
the hammer in a big way, routing
the Vikings, 84-20. Baskets by
Koch and Tatum Barto gave
North Woods an early 9-2 lead,
and with Cheney and Talise
Goodsky getting into the act the

NW BOYS..Continued from page 1B

lead quickly grew to 17-4. LBF
ballhandlers were nearly helpless
against the Grizzlies’ pressure
defense, turning the ball over an
astounding 41 times, with 32 of
those being North Woods steals.
With few scoring opportunities
and shooting only 25 percent,
the Vikings were well out of the
game by halftime, 40-17. North
Woods Head Coach Liz Cheney
substituted in platoons of five in
the second half, but the Grizzlies
didn’t skip a beat. Allowing the
Vikings just one basket and one
free throw while piling up 44
points of their own for a huge
84-20 win.

Cheney led all scorers with
24, and Goodsky added 14 as ten
Grizzlies scored points.

Mt. Iron-Buhl

Last Thursday, the Grizzlies
had the unenviable task of travel-
ing to Mt. Iron-Buhl to take on the
Class Adefending state champion
and top-ranked Rangers, a task
they were unfortunately ill-suit-
ed to handle. The Rangers took
full advantage of their superior
speed and athleticism to run the
Grizzlies off the floor in the first
half, building a whopping 84-17
lead at the intermission, With the
clock running the entire second
half and Mt. Iron-Buhl diving
deep into its bench, the Grizzlies
kept playing hard and came out
ahead inthe second stanza 18-16,
but limped home on the short end
of a 100-35 beatdown.

Koch was the only Grizzly
to reach double figures with ten
points.

“I feel like there are five

GIRLS BASKETBALL

In three routs, Grizzlies

lose

two

The Grizzlies’ River Cheney goes in for a layup during Tuesday’s home contest with South

Ridge. photo by D. Colburn

teams that when we play them
we end up beating ourselves,
and you could see it tonight,”
said Cheney after Monday’s loss
to South Ridge. “The hesitation
on the drives, the hesitation with
the shooting can make all the
difference in the world, so what
is holding their confidence back?
South Ridge, MIB, Floodwood,
Chisholm and Ely, those are the
five teams that are just a head
game for us.”

“When we play teams like
(South Ridge) it helps expose
our weaknesses, what we need
towork on,” Cheney said.“When
we play teams like Littlefork, we
have some bad passes, some turn-

overs, but they don’t necessarily
show up as much because they
may not be as bad of mistakes as
the team we’re playing.”

The Grizzlies also didn’t
perform up to snuff against MIB,
Cheney said.

“MIB can sometimes draw
the best out of us, but they did
not last Thursday,” she said. “It
was a pretty poor showing on our
part. It was just bad.”

Something the Grizzlies have
consistently shown this season
in both wins and losses is the
desire to battle to the final whistle.
Cheney was pleased to see that
same intensity against LBF in a
situation where many teams will

have asecond-halfletdown when
they have aninsurmountable lead.

“We were able to just keep
playing basketball,” Cheney said.
“We didn’t have to press for a
full half and we still scored 84
points. And we were able to play
with different groups of kids. So
it was good, it was fun.”

The Grizzlies were scheduled
toplay on Thursday at Nashwauk-
Keewatin before the schedule
gives them an 11-day break.
Cheney is looking forward to an
extended period of practice for
the Grizzlies to hone their game
before returning to the home
hardwoods against Barnum on
Jan. 29.

trim the lead, Panichi hit
three of four free throws
to put the Grizzlies up by
seven. North Woods was
able to close with a strong
finish and an 88-76 win.
Burnett finished with
31 points, while Panichi
canned 22, Will dropped
in 17, and Jarshaw had 10.
“It wasn’t the game
that we really thought we
were capable of ,especially
being down at halftime,”
Jugovich said. “Our boys
need to take better care of
the ball. It’s just something
we have to keep imprinting
onthe boys’minds that they
have to take care of the ball

OLSON...Continued from page 1B

coach Kandi Olson and a
pair of older siblings, Tate
and Coley, who’ve made
their own marks golfing at
the collegiate level it would
havebeen oddif Tori hadn’t
come to love the game.
“Both of them were just
great role models,” Tori
said of Tate and Coley.
“They’ve always helped
me and given me tips and
insight on the game. It was
like they were my mentors.
They were a big part in my
growth, too. Having them
as college athletes and
golfers as well, it’s been
amazing to have them by
my side helping me.”
“I’m so proud of her,”
Coley said. “I’m so happy
she made this decision. I
think this is the right place
for her to go.”
“It’sbeensoexciting to
watch Tori grow,” Coach/

or otherwise we are not
going to be winning.”

Mt. Iron-Buhl

The Grizzlies got off
to a rough start against
MIB, turning the ball over
on three of their first four
possessions, foreshadow-
ing a problem that would
dog them throughout the
game. MIB led early, but
three-balls on consecutive
trips down the court by
Keenan Whitney and Louie
Panichi gave the Grizzlies
a short-lived 26-25 lead.
MIB responded with a run
that gave them a 44-35
advantage, their biggest of
the half, but the Grizzlies

managed to keep pace with
Jonah Burnett and Luke
Will scoring four points
each in an 8-2 run to close
out the half and pull North
Woods to within 46-43 at
the break.

“Going into the locker
room, we said hey, for how
poor we have played we’re
within three,” Jugovich
said. “That shows what
kind of team we’re capable
of being. Even with all of
our turnovers we managed
to keep within three.”

North Woods opened
the second half slowly as
MIB built an eight-point
lead,butadeuce by Burnett

and a triple by Panichi
sandwiched around an MIB
score cut the deficit to five
at 57-52.

That’s as close as the
Grizzlies would get, as the
Rangers went on adecisive
19-4 run, connecting on
four threes as they blew out
to a 20-point edge at 76-56
with just over ten minutes
remaining.

“The boys just seemed
out of sync — I'm not sure
exactly what was going
on, but it wasn’t like how
we were in the beginning
of the year, there wasn’t as
much vocality on the floor.”
The Grizzlies gamely

fought back with Will,
Panichi, Burnett, Evan
Kajala and Kalvyn Benner
all hitting big shots to pull
back within nine at 81-72
with 7:28 left to play. But
the Grizzlies came up
empty in their next eight
trips down the floor, and
while MIB did little to
capitalize on the drought,
the Grizzlies’ momentum
fizzled out. North Woods
never seriously threatened
again as the Rangers closed
out a 95-80 win.

The Grizzlies were
whistled for 20 fouls in
the game, leading to a big
disparity at the free throw

line, where MIB was 16-of-
25 and North Woods was
six-of-11. North Woods
had 24 turnovers that the
Rangers converted into 25
points, 15 more than the
Grizzlies made off 14 MIB
turnovers.

Burnett scored 23 to
lead North Woods, with
Will and Panichi each
chipping in 16 in the loss.

The Grizzlies were
scheduled to take the home
court on Friday against
Kelliher/Northome before
facing off against the state’s
No. 1 team in Class A,
Cherry, on Monday at
home.

Mom Olson said. “In just
her sophomore year she
had to start taking over
leadership roles in the golf
world. To see how she
managed that and contin-
ued to grow throughout the
next couple of years was
really exciting.”

A gifted volleyball
player as well,Olson might
have drawn some interest
from college coaches for
that sport,too,but there was
noquestion about what Tori
wanted to pursue.

“It’salwaysbeen golf,”
she said. “I’ve been pretty
passionate about golf.”

And it’s that passion
that’s driven her to put in
the extra work necessary
to excel and be successful
at the next level.

“Afterpractice,Iwould
be the girl that would want
to play three more holes,”

HOCKEY...Continued from page 1B

the final minutes as the
Broncos pulled their goalie
to lift Ely to the 4-2 final.

Ely junior goalie Ben
Leeson had a strong night
in the net, fending off 39
of 41 shots on goal. The
Wolves notched 28 shots
but made them count.

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

including five threes. She’s
a great player. Juenemann
connected for five threes as
well,foratotal of 25 points.

“Playing a good offen-

Playing in Baudette
last Friday, the Wolves
struggled to contain Lake
of the Woods as the Bears
peppered Ely goalie Ben
Leeson with 53 shots on
goal on their way to a 5-1
win. The Bears jumped
out to a 2-0 lead in the

Tori said. “I was committed
to golf in the summer and
I would go and hit buckets
and buckets of balls. I
did summer tournaments,
Junior PGA tournaments,
putting in that extra time
and I always tried to stay
connected to the game.”

Tori expressed appre-
ciation for her experience
at North Woods as she
contemplated the move to
Crookston.

“I’'m so very thankful
for my golf team at North
Woods,” she said. “I’'m
thankful that T got to be a
leader and be the number
one scorer and help the
team. Going into college,
I love that I’ll be at the
bottom again, because
that’s how I'm going to
get better and improve.
I’m focusing on improv-
ing, having a great time

and a positive attitude and
meeting people who have
more experience in the
game than I do.”

And something sig-
nificantly different is
that she won’t be calling
Crookston’s golf coach
Bryant Friskop “Mom.”

“It’s definitely going to
be a change because I've
had my mom, my sister,my
brother and my grandpa all
be a part of the coaching
staff at some point,” Tori
said. “I met him and he’s
a really great person and
he seems to know every-
thing you need to know
about golf. I think it’ll be
a good thing for me to try
something new, and I'm
very excited. I would love
to make the traveling team
as soon as possible.”

It’s also going to be a
change,and awelcomeone,

first period and padded
their margin with two more
goals in a second period
that featured five straight
Ely penalties. Sophomore
Jayden Zemke and senior
Brecken Sandberg both
hit the box twice in the
period— Zemke for trip-

ping and interference,
Sandberg for slashing and
unsportsmanlike conduct.
Leeson was also tapped on
a tripping charge.

The Bears added one
more early in the third
period to go up 5-0. The
Wolves scored their only

sive team like this will only
make us better,” predict-
ed Gantt. “We competed
against a really good team
and we can take some

lessons away to help us
improve.”

The Wolves were
looking to get back on the
winning road on Thursday,

against International Falls.
They’ll be back home on
Monday, when they host
Bigfork.

for Kandi.

“The stress of having
to coach them and be a
mom is often challenging
to deal with,” she said.
“Now I can be a mom and
just go enjoy and watch my
kid participate in things.
Of course, we still have a
season coming up.”

Friskop is also pleased
to have signed Tori, as evi-
denced from the announce-
ment of Olson’s signing on
the Crookston website.

“I’'m excited to have

Tori join our squad here
for U of M Crookston
Women’s Golf,” Friskop
said.“Toriisavery impres-
sive young woman who has
a strong drive to be the best

she can be both in her golf
future and her academic
future. Tori has a powerful
swing that’ll translate to
the collegiate level. I can’t
wait to have her here next
summer to get to work!”
Tori said Crookston
will be a good fit for her.
“I wanted to stay in
Minnesota,” she said. “I
want to become an elemen-
tary teacher. And golf. They
just hit all the boxes. They
offered me a scholarship,
andIreally gotagood warm
vibe from the school when
I visited there. It’s a great
community.”

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.

Enjoy Free Internet Data on
Your Mobile Devices with ACP

You qualify today for the Government Free
Internet Program if a household of two has an
income of less than $39,440, or if you receive:

« Medicaid
= SNAP

= SSI

= WIC

i -

. »

&

= Veterans Pension

« Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
« Tribal Assistance Program

» Housing Assistance

maxsio

Get a subsidized 4G
Android Tablet for $20

CALL TODAY (866) 433-5324



THE TIMBERJAY

January 19, 2024 3B

£

Orrin A. Haugen

Orrin Arnold Haugen,
87, of Duluth, a former
longtime Hibbing resi-
dent, passed away peace-
fully at home on Monday,
Jan. 8, 2024. Visitation
will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 20 from 10 a.m. un-
til the 11 a.m. memorial
service at First Lutheran
Church in Hibbing. It will
be a combined service for
Orrin and Janice. Janice
passed away on Feb. 25,
2022, and their promise to
each other was to wait and
have a combined funeral.
Inurnment will be at the
Minnesota State Veter-
ans Cemetery-Duluth at a
later date. Arrangements
are by Dougherty Funeral
Home of Duluth.

Orrin was born in
Thief River Falls to Ar-
nold and Ida (Mostrom)
Haugen on Oct. 15,1936.
On May 9,1959, he mar-

ried Janice Sunsdahl in
Goodridge. Orrin was a
U.S. Army Veteran, serv-
ing from December 1959
to March 1962. After his
discharge, Orrin and Jan-
ice farmed for a short time
near Goodridge before
settling in Hibbing, where
they made their home for
52 years and raised their
family before moving to
Duluth six years ago to be
with their son, Keith.

Orrin  worked for
Hoover Construction in
Virginia as a heavy equip-
ment mechanic from 1966
until his retirement in
2000. He was a member
of the American Legion,
49ers, International Union
of Operating Engineers,
Moose Club and The First
Lutheran Church. Orrin
enjoyed construction, fix-
ing, building and remod-
eling projects, and he was
a perfectionist in his work.
Of course, Janice was
right by his side helping
no matter what the project
was.

Orrin  and  Janice
loved spending time with
family and friends at their
hobby farm in Goodridge.
Janice and Orrin had a
very special kind of love
and respect for each other
and were happily married
for nearly 63 years. The
two of them did every-
thing together and never

liked to be apart. Orrin
was a devoted husband,
caring father, loving
grandfather and proud
great-grandfather. Family
was the most important
thing in his life. He had
such a special bond with
his two granddaughters
and his great-grandson
Hunter. They brought so
much joy and happiness
to his life. He was beam-
ing with pride when his
great-granddaughter Julia
was born a month ago.

Orrin is survived by
his children, Keith (Mike
Goerdt) Haugen and Deb-
bie (Dan) Wiirre; grand-
daughters, Leah (Adam)
Nori and Emily (Gregg)
Malmgren; great-grand-
children, Hunter Hoop-
man, Julia Malmgren and
Harper Nori; siblings,
Ardith Kloth, Lois Burs-
tad, Edna Hawk, Sharron
Johnson and Linda Hom-
me; four sisters-in-law;
and numerous nieces and
nephews, which include
great and great-great.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; wife,
Janice; brother, Floyd;
and two sisters, Fern and
Grace.

Brian Jarvi

Brian Jarvi, 57, of
Ely, passed away at his
residence on Thursday,

Jan. 11, 2024. Funeral ar-
rangements are entrusted
to Kerntz Funeral Home
of Ely.

Leigh Donald
Leigh Donald, 66,
peacefully departed on

January 14, 2024, sur-
rounded by her family.

She is preceded in
death by her mother and
two sisters. She is survived
by her dad, two daughters,
and a sister; also survived
by cats and numerous oth-
er family members. The
family has opted out of
traditional services at this
time -- in lieu of, feel free
to stop by her dad’s house
to share any stories about
this feisty woman’s life.
Online condolences to
www.mlakerfuneralhome.
com

Bonnie R. Shroff

Bonnie Rae Lamppa
Shroff, 78, of California,
originally of Embarrass,
passed away on Monday,
Jan. 1, 2024. As per her
wishes, she will be cre-
mated at Mountain View
Mortuary and Cemetery
in Altadena, Calif. A cel-
ebration of life will take
place at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 20 at Gethse-
mane Lutheran Church in
Virginia. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family asks for
donations to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. Family
services are provided by
Bauman-Cron, a Bauman
Family Funeral Home in
Virginia.

She is survived by her
husband, Bansi Shroff;
sons, Sean and Brennan;
and grandchildren, Baron,
Waylon, Sadie and baby
Tadhg.

Jeffrey A. Rosati
Jeffrey A. Rosati,
of Hermantown, died on
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2023,
at Essentia Medical Cen-
ter after a lengthy illness.
A celebration of life will
be planned for spring of
2024. A full obituary will
be published at that time.
He is survived by his
parents, Nancy (Voxland)
and Charles Eichholz of
Tower, and Richard and

Lisa (Davis) Rosati of Ev-
eleth.

Judy Armbrust

Judy Rhea Armbrust,
74, of Orr, passed away
on Wednesday, Jan. 10,
2024, at Essentia Health-
St. Mary’s in Duluth. Ar-
rangements are pending
with Range Funeral Home
in Hibbing.

Mary Jo Tome

Mary Jo Lunquist
Tome, 71, Ely, passed
away at her residence on
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024. A
memorial service/celebra-
tion of life will be held
during the warmer months
when friends and family
can enjoy the outdoors as
much as she did. Funer-
al arrangements are en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

She is survived by
her sons, Jack (Kira),
Joe (Alaina) and Brian
(Helen);  grandchildren,
Summer, Jake, Madelyn
and Ethan; mother, Ruth
Lunquist; sisters, Renee
(Rick) Martin and Jenny
(Bruce) LaChance; sis-
ter-in-law, Randi (Dave)
Tachney; mother-in-law,
Vi Tome; several nieces,
nephews and step-grand-
children; and a vast net-
work of other relatives
and friends.

ARCHERY

North Woods archers open season with win

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

AURORA- The North Woods
archery team got off to a good start
to the season last Saturday when
the middle school contingent won
dual first places for bullseye and 3D
division at a meet at Mesabi East
School in Aurora.

Seventh grader Michaela Brun-
ner led the way for the Grizzlies
middle schoolers in the seven-team

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
BIGFORK— The Ely boys

basketball squad took two of three
games in the past week, after top-
ping the Huskies 63-47 here on
Tuesday. The game proved close
in the first half as Ely headed into
the break up by just five points.
But the Wolves pulled away in the
second half thanks to more consis-
tent shooting and a better defensive
effort.

Sophomore guard Jack Davies
led the way for Ely with 20 points,
while junior Caid Chittum was right

NORDIC...cContinued from page 1B

Ely to second-place team finishes,
behind skiing powerhouse Dulu-
th East. Skustad’s time of 17:54.1
was 2:16 behind first-place finisher
Lydia Kraker, of Duluth East, who
dominated the race. Olson’s time
of 15:21.8 was 1:20 behind Dulu-
th East’s Carl Morse, who won the
race on the boys’ side.

“Eli had a great race, said Ho-
henstein, who added that Skustad’s
performance stood out as well. “At
the starting line she and most oth-
er skiers were concerned about the
colder temps, but after she started
the race, she found a good tempo
and was able to maintain it through-
out the 5.2 km course.”

Ely freshman Oliver Hohen-
stein was just three seconds behind
Olson in the boys race, finishing in
seventh.

On the girls side, Ely senior
Claire Blauch finished in the top
half, in 11th place, with a time of
18:46.5.

For the boys, Ely junior Dylan
Durkin, freshman Aksel Skustad,
and junior Milo McClelland finished

bullseye competition with a sec-
ond-place finish out of 72 competi-
tors. Classmate Laurin Glass placed
fourth.  Seventh grader Cooper
Long took second place in middle
school boys out of 98.

The middle school crew also
defeated six other teams for the 3D
crown. Long nailed down first place
out of 58 boys competing. Class-
mate Brady Swanson took fourth.
Brunner captured her second medal
of the day by placing third out of 45

ELY BASKETBALL

behind with 19 points and ten re-
bounds for a double-double. Soph-
omore Drew Johnson added ten
boards for Ely.

Tuesday’s  convincing win
proved a nice rebound after Ely’s
76-38 shellacking at the hands of
Northland. “We were flat from the
start,” said Head Coach Tom Mc-
Donald. “Northland shot the ball
really well and it didn’t matter what
defense we played as they went right
through everyone.” The Wolves also
struggled offensively, managing
less than 30 percent from the field.
Johnson led scoring for Ely with 12
points, while Davies added 11. Chit-
tum added six rebounds.

girls.

The North Woods high school
team took second place among sev-
en teams in bullseye, with Cadence
Nelson taking second place out of
74 girls competing.

Elementary medalists for the
Grizzlies included fifth grader Shay
Wilcox, fifth in bullseye and fourth
in 3D, and fourth grader Bailey
Brunner, second in bullseye.

Playing at home last Thurs-
day, the Wolves dominated Nash-
wauk-Keewatin 65-37. “We got
off to a good start and led 30-12
at halftime,” said McDonald. “I
thought our defense was good the
entire game and we shot the ball
well also.” Davies had a big night,
pouring in 31 points while Chittum
added 16 and seven assists.

The Wolves were set to face
Mt. Iron-Buhl on Thursday and host
Duluth Marshall in a Saturday af-
ternoon contest that gets underway
at 2:45 p.m. They remain at home,
hosting Carlton on Tuesday.

11th, 12th, and 13th respectively
with times of 15:42.6, 16:08.7, and
16:30.7.

Dylan Durkin proved the stand-
out for Ely in last Thursday’s sprint
competition at Duluth Marshall as
he ended up finishing second over-
all just behind Paavo Rova of Du-
luth East. The untimed competition
pits skiers against each other in 1.3
km classic sprints, with the top two
finishers in each heat moving on.

“Before the race, we talked
as a team to frame the day as you
only have one race,” said Hohen-
stein. “As coaches, we didn’t want
skiers to be thinking about sav-
ing themselves for a later race that
might not happen if another skier
has a faster time. We wanted them
to ski all out and then practice the
recovery process.”

With 28 skiers moving up in the
initial cut, Hohenstein challenged
his team to qualify at least three
girls and six boys. “Both teams
achieved that goal and it was great
to have that sense of individuals do-
ing their part for the success of the

team,” Hohenstein said.

For the boys, Silas Solum, Ak-
sel Skustad, Olson, McClelland,
and Hohenstein all qualified out of
the quarterfinal round, in fourth,
eighth, 11th, 13th, and 17th respec-
tively. For the girls, Blauch, Ava
Skustad, and Anna Dunn all qual-
ified, in 18th, 20th, and 25th place
respectively.

Hohenstein noted the balance
within the boys team. “It is a really
fun characteristic that we just don’t
know on any given day who is going
to be our 1, 2, 3 combination. They
celebrate who has the great day and
then they work hard to find the spot
for themselves. It is one recipe for
great team chemistry.”

The Wolves head to Two Har-
bors on Tuesday and return home
the following Saturday, Jan. 27,
for their big home meet at Hidden
Valley. The competition begins at
10 a.m. and will last throughout the
day.

Subscribe at timberjay.com

Ely elementary archers
notch first place at Aurora

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

AURORA- Ely’s
elementary archers were
flying high in their first
meet of the season on
Saturday, taking first
place in the 3D target
competition at Mesabi
East in Aurora.

Fifth-grader Aspen
MacCoy led the way for
the young archers with a
first place finish among
22 competitors in the
four-team field.

Ely’s middle school
contingent took second
in 3D among seven
teams entered, even
though none of the team

members placed in the
top five in the overall
competition.

Cylvia DeBeltz took
home a fourth place
medal in high school
girls 3D competition
shooting against 39 other
competitors.

Both the elementary
and middle school teams
took third in the round
robin bullseye compe-
tition. Eighth grader
Laydan Hart scored a
third place medal out of
98 competing in middle
school boys. MacCoy
stepped up again for the
elementary girls, placing
second out of 45.

Radon is top cause
of lung cancer in
non-smokers

REGIONAL- Radon, an odorless, colorless
radioactive gas, is the top cause of lung cancer in
non-smokers, health officials say, and in Minnesota,
over 40 percent of homes exceed safe radon levels.

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH),
along with national public health organizations, is
urging home and apartment testing during January’s
National Radon Action Month.

Dr. Brooke Cunningham, MDH Commissioner,
emphasizes the rarity of radon testing in the state,
with only one to two percent of homes checked
annually. She points out disparities in testing and
mitigation, especially in low-income and rent-
er-heavy communities, and in Minnesota’s northern

and southwestern regions.

“The only way to know if your home has high
radon levels is to test,” Cunningham said.

Minnesota’s unique geology and cold climate
contribute to high radon levels averaging 4.2 picocu-
ries per liter, more than triple the U.S. average of 1.3
picocuries per liter. The Environmental Protection
Agency has established four picocuries per liter as
the target for installing a radon mitigation system.

Winter increases indoor radon levels as heat-
ing systems draw in gas from the soil. Basements,
commonly used as living spaces in Minnesota, also
elevate exposure risks. Renters, especially those
on lower levels, are encouraged to test or request

landlord testing.

Jill Heins-Nesvold of the American Lung Asso-
ciation stresses the importance of radon testing, as
the ALA’s 2018 analysis linked radon to about 18
percent of the state’s lung cancer cases.

MDH is set to distribute over 6,000 test kits, and
kits are also available at stores or through mn.radon.
com for $12.95. Licensed professionals can also

conduct tests.
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

Area bird counts reflect the impact of mild weather

Many more hawks and crows remained in the North this year; northern finch numbers mostly lower

reported on the Virginia bird
count, which beat the previ-
ous record of 37 bald eagles
inthatnow 20-year-old count.
The mild conditions and
exceptionally late ice-ups of
area lakes and rivers likely
kept the fish-eating bald
eagles from migrating south
this year. Both the Cook
and Aurora counts reported
a northern harrier, the first
time for that species on those

Country,as many species that
normally head south have lin-
gered thanks to limited snow
cover and mild temperatures
up until this past week.

The Isabella bird count,
one of the longest-running
counts in the region at 42
years, posted 15 rough-
legged hawks, slaughtering
the previous record of just
one. The count also doubled
its previous record of three

Right: A male white-
winged crossbill perches
on a black spruce.
Crossbills, which are
typically uncommon

at feeders, have been
showing up for
sunflower seeds in
recent weeks.

photo by M. Helmberger

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Plenty
of hawks and crows and very
few woodpeckers or gros-
beaks. Those were among
the more consistent findings
from the more than 100 area
residents who took part in
Christmas Bird counts around
the area in northern St. Louis

so their appearance in the
far northern part of the state

anq Lake counties over the .14 eagles,withsix. Thatwas counts. Harriers, also known is highly unusual.
hoh(ﬁl,ys.b | @ paltry total,however,com- as marsh hawks, typically
s been an unusua . .
ared to the 103 bald eagles winter south of Minnesota, UNT
winter for birds in the North P & See CO S..pg 5B
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DNR FOREST MANAGEMENT

Fish and Wildlife report suggests

IMProper use o

r

tederal wildlife funds

Draft investigation says DNR forestry diverted wildlife funds for timber sales

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

EGIONAL — Arecently
Rreleased report by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, or FWS, provides
stunning conclusions on what
appears to be a wholesale vio-
lation of a federal grant program
by the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources. The
draft report, completed nearly
four years ago, was only made
public last month in response to
a Freedom of Information Act
request by Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility,
or PEER, which made the docu-
ment available to the Timberjay.
The 28-page report provid-

ed the conclusions of a series
of visits by FWS biologists in
early 2020 to three state wildlife
managementareas,or WMAs,in
order to investigate complaints
that the DNR was misusing its
federal funds to supportlogging
urged by the timber industry. The
federal funds obtained by the
DNR were specifically dedicat-
ed to benefit wildlife and wild-
life habitat yet appeared to be
used instead to pay for hundreds
of commercial timber sales that
the DNR’s own biologists said
providedlittle benefit to wildlife
or were even detrimental due
to the environmental damage
caused by the logging activity.
As the Timberjay reported

last August,the FWS has been at

DNR Forestry
seems to be
planning and
implementing
timber harvests on
WMAs with little or
no Fish and Wildlife
oversight

Excerpt from recently
released FWS draft report

odds with the DNR over its use
of federal wildlife funds for what
appear to be purely commercial
timber sales since 2021. The
FWS had actually suspended its
funding to the DNR for a time,
but that funding was restored
this past September after the
DNR agreed to do abetter job of
documenting the wildlife bene-
fits of its management activities.

DNR and FWS supervisors
have, for the most part,sought to
portray the matter as amisunder-
standing over paperwork. DNR
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Director Dave Olfelt said the
FWS had placed conditions on
the grant thatrequired documen-
tation of the wildlife purposes
for forest habitat work covered
by the grant.“Unfortunately, this

change in the language for the
2021 grant was not fully clear to
DNR,” said Olfelt. “As a result,
DNR and FWS were operating
foraperiod of time with different
understandings regarding the
scope and timing of required
documentation of wildlife pur-
poses for forest habitat manage-
ment activities.”

The 2020 report suggests a
far more serious and systemic
issue, however, in which the
DNR’s Division of Forestry
effectively usurped the authority
of the DNR’s Division of Fish
and Wildlife to utilize federal
wildlife funds to support com-
mercial timber harvest.

Olfelt notes that the recent-
ly-released document was a
draft that was never finalized,
and that the DNR had disagreed
with some of the investigators’
conclusions. “Among the chal-
lenges we had with the 2020
draft report is that it included
some unfounded preliminary
conclusions that did not tie to
clear protocols or standards and
did not reflect an understanding
of our broader forest manage-
ment framework,” added Olfelt,
who noted that the FWS never
concluded that the DNR mis-
appropriated federal funds or
that the forestry division had
taken over management of the
wildlife funds.

Those views generally run
contrary to the findings in the
report, however, and it is also

in contrast to the views of many
within the DNR division that
Olfelt leads.

“It appears the primary
purpose of the observed timber
harvests were commercial,”
concluded the FWS report.
“DNR Forestry seems to be
planning and implementing
timber harvests on WMAs with
little or no Fish and Wildlife
oversight. This appears to
constitute a loss of control
of federal grant funds...” In
addition, because the federal
funds must be matched by Fish
and Wildlife license revenues,
the report concluded that those
funds, which typically come
from the state’s hunters and
anglers, were being diverted to
pay for commercial timber har-
vesting that frequently provided
no benefit to wildlife, or to the
hunters or anglers who helped
pay for them.

Wildlife staff express

deep dissatisfaction
The possible misuse of
federal wildlife grant dollars by
the DNR appears to have come
as a consequence of a 2018
change in DNR policy to sub-
stantially boost timber harvests
in response to pressure from
the timber industry. The new
policy,known as the Sustainable
Timber Harvest Initiative, or
STHI, came under fire from

See FUNDING..,pg. 5B

Outdoors briefly

DNR offering
help to private
forestland owners

The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources is inviting
private woodland owners with
two or more acres of forested
property to participate in a new
effort to help improve forest
inventory across Minnesota.

Private woodland owners
who participate in the effort will
work with a professional forester
and receive high-quality forest
inventory data of their woodlands
atno cost. Following data collec-
tion, landowners will receive an
initial report with information
aboutthe inventory datacollected.
Amore comprehensive follow-up
report will be sent after the project
is completed at the end of 2025.

The forest inventory infor-
mation can be used to:

Learn about fire fuel loads
and how to reduce wildfire risk.

Improve forest management
relating to harvest planning, wild-
life habitat, tree planting or trail
development.

Create forest stewardship
plans to sustain healthy, resilient
and beautiful forests for genera-
tions to come.

Interested landowners can
visit the DNR website (mndnr.
gov/forestry/forest-inventory.
html) to learn more and sign up
to participate.

Fishing reports

Ely area

Iceconditionshaveimproved
greatly on all area lakes these last
few days. Ice roads continue to
pop up and expand on many area
lakes. Lakes with ice roads are
reporting 12-14” of clear solid
ice. Reports from lake trout
lakes went from 3-8” reported on
Friday to7-11” on Sunday.Only a
matter of time before anglers start
driving on these lakes as well.
Four-wheelers and snowmobiles
were acommon sighton lake trout
lakes this last weekend.

Speaking of trout, anglers
were not disappointed during
the lake trout opener. Anglers
did best fishing flats in 30-50
ft. of water. Four-inch tubes,
worked aggressively, were the
most productive presentation.
Sucker minnows, fished under a
tip up, also accounted for a fair
share of fish.

Rainbows, browns, brook
trout and splake were all active
for trout opener. All trout were
caught with small jigging spoons
or tungsten jigs, tipped with soft
plastics or wax worms. Rainbows
were found 5-10 feet under the
ice, while brookies and browns
were found on shallow flats that
had weeds or timber. Splake were
found near the bottom in 15-20
feet of water.

Courtesy of Arrowhead
Outdoors.See more at Arrowhead
OutdoorsElyMN .com
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FUNDING...continued from page 4B

the start from wildlife
officials who argued that
the harvest targets in the
initiative made it difficult,
if not impossible, to meet
the DNR’s obligations
to provide adequate and
appropriate wildlife habitat
on DNR-managed lands.

Thatchange has devas-
tated morale among DNR
wildlife managers. An
internal survey conducted
by the DNR last fall found
that 90 percent of its wild-
life officials reported being
either “very or somewhat
dissatisfied,” primarily as
a result of the new focus
on commercial harvestand
the widespread discount-
ing of wildlife concerns
within the agency, even
within WMAs. Of those
surveyed, fully two-thirds
indicated they were “very
dissatisfied.”

Wildlife officials
offered unflattering com-
ments as well in the survey.
“Wildlife staff have been
marginalized and not
empowered to advocate
for the benefit of a diverse
wildlife and habitat system.
We are told to find the
harvest needed to support
cord targets,” stated one
of the respondents. Others
reported feeling punished
for expressing their pro-
fessional opinions when
they didn’t coincide with
the demands of the STHI.
“It’s obvious they [DNR
leadership] have norespect
for us or our concerns,”
commented one official.

Some wildlife staff
reported seeking medical
help for stress management

and panic attacks brought
on by the disagreements
within their offices over
forest management. “I take
frustration home from the
office, defeated and on the
verge of just giving up,”
commented another survey
respondent. Still others
accused top DNR officials
of caving into pressure
from the timber industry
to put up more wood for
harvest and worried the
agency’s actions could set
a dangerous precedent for
the future, in which wild-
life habitat is discounted
in favor of commercial
interests. “It’s disgusting”
concluded one wildlife
official.

Federal grant

program substantial

The two federal pro-
grams at issue, known as
Pittman-Robertson and
John Dingell grants, have
typically provided $20-$30
million to the DNR every
year. Those funds are
supposed to be managed
by the DNR’s Fish and
Wildlife Division to help
pay for a wide range of
management practices,
including brushing, pre-
scribed burning, or other
methods of forest, brush,
or grassland improvement.
While timber harvest is
allowed under the program,
the primary objective of the
project must be to benefit
wildlife.

But the FWS report
concluded that is not what
was happening. During
their examination of DNR
actions within the Red

COUNTS...Continued from page 4B——

The mild condi-
tions also appear to have
favored crows, a species
once rarely found in the
region in winter. On the
44-year-old Aurora count,
birders sighted 75 crows,
the second highest count
on record, while counters
found just 32 ravens, the
second lowest count ever.
Even the Isabella count,
which tallies a crow only
once every three years on
average, set a new record
with 12.

Other corvids,
(members of the crow
family) proved to be highly
variable. Gray jays con-
tinued to show a general
decline, with the Virginia
count reporting its third
year with no gray jays at
all. The Aurora counttallied
just eight of these friendly
and curious birds, while the
Isabella count reported 43,
which is the count’s long-
term average. The Isabella
count still holds the North
American record for the
most gray jays with 154,
recorded back in 1986.

As gray jays have
declined, black-billed
magpies have become
increasingly notable in
much of the area. The
Aurora count tied its previ-
ous record for the species,
with eight, matching the
gray jay numbers on the
count. The Virginia count
reported 12 magpies, the
second highest tally in the
count’s history. Several
magpies were reported on
the Cook count as well
although a final number
wasn’t available as of
presstime. No results from
the Ely count were available
as of presstime.

Among the finches,
both evening and pine
grosbeaks have provento be
scarce all winter. Counters
in Aurora tallied just four
pine grosbeaks, the second
lowest count on record,
along with 20 evening
grosbeaks, or well below
thelong-term average count
of 53.

Meanwhile, most
counts reported good
numbers of red cross-
bills, which have also been
showing up at area feeders
this winter, something these
cone specialists rarely do.

The Isabella count tallied
arecord 133 red crossbills,
while the Aurora count
tallied 20 white-winged
crossbills. Other smaller
finches, like redpolls, pine
siskins, and goldfinches
were highly variable. The
Virginia countreported just
three common redpolls,
it’s third lowest tally on
record, while the Aurora
countreported justone. The
Isabella count, meanwhile,
tallied 670 redpolls, more
than three times the long-
term average.

All the counts reported
strong numbers of ruffed
grouse, including Isabella,
which set a record with 63,
more than ten times the
long-term average. [sabella
counters also reported five
spruce grouse. The Aurora
count tallied 11 ruffed
grouse, the second-highest
total in the count’s history,
while the Virginia count
reported 10 grouse.

Woodpecker numbers
were down for most counts
as well. The Virginia count
reported just two downy
woodpeckers, a new low,
along with ten hairy wood-
peckers. The Aurora count
tallied just four downy
woodpeckers, tied for the
second lowest total, along
with 12 hairy woodpeckers.
In Isabella, by contrast,
counters found 88 downy
woodpeckers, well above
the long-term average of
53,and 29 hairy woodpeck-
ers, above the long-term
average of 18.

DRILLING

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

Lake Wildlife Management
Area, for example, DNR’s
own wildlife officials cited
101 instances where they
were unable to identify
any wildlife benefits from
timber harvests within the
WMA. Indeed, the report
states, “Results of these
timber harvests were con-
sidered by [DNR wildlife
staff] to be detrimental
to wildlife or not to have
wildlife objectives at the
WMA.”

The Red Lake WMA,
the state’s largest WMA, is
home to some of the state’s
most extensive stands of
black spruce and DNR
foresters appeared keen to
liquidate as much of this
high value timber commod-
ity as possible.

While the DNR’s long
range plan for the Red Lake
WMA cited its desire to
“conserve, enhance, and
restore all native plant
communities... for the
benefit of native wildlife,”
the FWS report found the
agency’s actions belied
those words. “Timber har-
vests observed at Red Lake
seem to contradict these
long-range goals,especial-
ly timber harvests including
black spruce, which are
important for wildlife, and
areunderrepresented on the
surrounding landscape.”

The report further
found that DNR Forestry
was charging personnel
time against federal wild-
life program dollars for
timber sales that had no
apparent value to wildlife
and were, in some cases,
decreasing the quality

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam

and quantity of wildlife
habitat.”

The FWS investigators
found that DNR Wildlife
staff were frequently
unaware of the location
of many timber harvests
that had been done within
WMASs and had little or no
input into the projects.

At the Whitewater
WMA in southeastern
Minnesota, the investiga-
tors found that the DNR
appeared to be focusing
its timber harvests in high
value oak stands, which
provide important sources
of mast for many wildlife
species, including white-
tailed deer and turkeys. The
investigators reported that
some of those timber har-
vests had created erosionon
hillsides, soil compaction
in lowlands and the intro-
duction of invasive species
and reduction of natural
forest regeneration.

“DNR Forestry and
contracted loggers seem
to be selecting mature oak
stands to bid on almost
solely for economic
reasons, while leaving
low economic value stands
unharvested,” concluded
the FWS report. “Mature
oak stands have high wild-
life value, and harvest of
these stands for non-wild-
life reasons is inconsistent
with the purpose of the
[Pittman-Robertson] Act,
federal regulations, and
purposes, objectives, and
approach of the Wildlife
Habitat grant.”

Questions raised
While the report high-
lights an apparent break-

down in oversight of these
federal grant dollars within
the DNR, Bob Bryant, a
longtime FWS official who
now works for PEER, said
the FWS has questions to
answer as well, including
why the agency waited until
just last month to release
the report in response to
PEER’s FOIA request for
documents. He said the
federal agency had omitted
the damning report during
an earlier release of infor-
mation to the group.
Bryant said any of the
half dozen findings includ-
ed in the report should
have been a red flag that
prompted intervention by
the federal agency back
in early 2020 when it was
written. “The FWS should
have taken action back
when the report was done,”
said Bryant, adding that it
was clear from the report
and other information
gathered by PEER that the
DNR'’s fish and wildlife
division had functionally
lost control of the federal
wildlife grant funds, even
though the funds are sup-
posed to be managed by
wildlife officials in states
where the funds are uti-
lized. “That should have
been ared light that stopped
the logging back in 2020,”
he said. “They [FWS] have
some explaining to do.”
Hudson Kingston, an
Ely-based legal counsel for
the group CURE, agreed.
“When DNR staff in 2019
indicated that this program
was harming protected
habitat, the FWS and the
public knew there was
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‘3.'-‘.1, SOvYy Ok vl
i~ ’;;,‘.‘
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0112 283 3 013 15 0112 24 -1 010 270 0112 23 -5 0.18 4.0 0112 9 -4 0.08
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Q: Who owns Ely Community Pharmacy?
A: Although Ely Community Pharmacy (ECP) is located next to the Essentia Health — Ely Clinic waiting
area, ECP is owned and operated by Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital. ECP is a full-service retail

pharmacy that offers easy prescription refills and transfers, vaccinations, and diabetic testing supplies.

Q: Is it too late to get my vaccinations?
A: It is not too late to get your vaccinations. Currently, Ely Community Pharmacy has vaccinations
available on a walk-in basis every Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 6:00 pm. Influenza, RSV,
Shingles, Pneumonia, and Tetanus (Boostrix) vaccinations and the latest COVID-19 boosters are fully
stocked and waiting for you!

Q: How can I refill my prescription?
A: You can refill your prescription at Ely Community Pharmacy in various ways.
e Stop in and request a refill at the counter during regular business hours.

o Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

o Saturday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

e Call us at 218-365-8788 and follow our automated prompts.

e Use our convenient mobile app, RxLocal.

o Download for free from your phone’s app store.

Hospital Connection

|

smoke. This 2020 report
shows that FWS staff
investigated and found the
fire,” he said.“Then agency
management withheld this
information from the public
for years, letting it smolder
and destroy irreplaceable
old-growth habitat that
should never have been
cut.”

The Timberjayreached
out to Will Meeks, the
FWS’s new Midwest
regional director for
comment on this story but
he did not respond prior to
press time.

Issues resolved?

Top DNR officials
insist the issues with the
FWS have been largely
resolved and that some of
the FWS’s critiques had led
to considerable discussions
between the two agencies
thathelped to clarify expec-
tations moving forward.
“The fact that FWS fully
reimbursed our 2021-2023
grant and has issued our
2023-25 grant demon-
strates their confidence in
the work we do and that
issues FWS identified
have been addressed,” said
Olfelt.

Kingston isn’t so san-
guine and faults the FWS
as too lax in its oversight
of the DNR. “How is this
excessive deference to
DNR not a loss of control
of federal funding com-
mitted to habitat manage-
ment?” wrote Kingston in
an October 2023 letter to
the FWS.

from NOAA weather

Tuesday

30 18

Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

25 01/08 16 -9 0.00
01/09 20 6 0.01 15"
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35 0111 24 18 028 427

15" 0112 23 -2 0.15 4.1
0113 10 -6 0.00
0114 -1 -12 0.00
YTD Total 0.79 23.0"

Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital

Hospital Connection is a new feature from Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital (EBCH) this winter. We are
excited to share some of our most recent updates and information in a question-and-answer format featuring a
new topic each week. Throughout the next several weeks, we will provide exciting information about EBCH, our

newest services, and how we are a partner in the communities we serve. You can also find more information

about EBCH by visiting our website at www.ebch.org. Like our Facebook page to keep up with current events and

announcements.

ebch.org

A28 W Conan 5L
Ely. MM 55731
218-365-3271

enhancing the health and well being of the cammunity
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EMPLOYMENT

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country
School (VCS) is
seeking applicants
for the following
positions:

VERMILION
. COUNTRY |

SCHOOL

Vermilion Country is a project based learning
school seeking to expand our staffing. We
are adding new positions! Currently open for
interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485
or email info@vermilioncountry.org for more
information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades
7-12(B.A. or teaching license required):
> Literature/Language Arts &/or Social Studies

(Licensed) 40K-54K DOE
> Science &/or Math Teacher (Licensed) 40K-
54K DOE

Student Support and Community positions
(no education license required)

Benefits Eligible level to the athletes involved, running well B ment of Certificate of
> Special Education Assistant /para(Special organized and effective practices.
Education) (Hourly $17.50 - 24.501HR +) ersonnel, inaluding effective. comemunication : d
> )
ans&:?zgfa?yu)ccess Counselor (salary) ($40K with players, parents, administrators, faculty K]ng CIOSSW Or
> Student Success Program Specialist (hourly and school staff and the media. ,
$24-30/hr+ DOE) > Work in support of the department’s and
school’s mission. ACROSS 12 3 |4 6 |7 9 [0 [
Part Time: > Represent the school in a positive manner
> American Indian Programs Liaison & among alumni, supporters and external agen- 1 ESSQnCe
Community Organizer (Hourly $24-30/hr+ cies. _ ) . 5 Sprint
DOE) Part time 4-8 hours per week » Maintain compliance with MSHSL require- 9 Weed whack-
> Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per ments. .
week. Hourly rate DOE > Manage budget effectively and manage er
> Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus) administrative affairs in a timely fashion. 12 Partof a
5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE > Enforce and model proper standards of
sportsmanship. French play
. .. Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us 13 Draft stat
For inquiries, contact A complete application must include the rart status
info@vermilioncountry.org “;"B:’;’mgt Application 14 Jackson 5 hit
> Copy of credentials declaring appropriate § 15 Bribe of a
License (per M.S. 122A.22) sort

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Head Girls’ Track Coach

Ely Public School District is looking for a
Head Girl’s Track Coach for the 2024 spring
season. Background check required.

Required Qualifications:

» Bachelor’s Degree.

» Coaching licensure or ability to obtain (certi-
fication required to be an MSHSL head coach
prior to the start of the 2023-2024 season).

> Previous coaching experience preferred;

» Must be available for several practices/
games per week from mid-March through early
June, including some weekends and during
school break periods.

Preferred Qualifications:

> Provide effective leadership for the pro-
gram, including development of practice and
participation plans and oversight of assistant
coaches.

» Demonstrate knowledge in all aspects of the
sport and convey knowledge at an appropriate

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.12.mn.us
Stipend: $4,280

PUBLIC NOTICE

AMENDMENT TO
ASSUMED NAME
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user
with exclusive rights to that
name. The filing is required for
consumer protection in order
to enable consumers to be
able to identify the true owner
of a business.

List the exact assumed name
under which the business is or
will be conducted:

Jane Dough Baking Co.
Principal place of business:
2214 E 418t st,, Hibbing, MN
55746

List the name and complete
street address of all persons
conducting business under
the above Assumed Name, or
if an entity, provide the legal
corporate, LLC, or Limited
Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Ash &
Sage Collective LLC, 2214 E
415t st,, Hibbing, MN 55746.
This certificate is an amend-

Assumed Name File Number:
1421809000027, originally
filed on 10/20/23.

I, the undersigned, certify that
| 'am signing this document as
the person whose signature
is required, or as agent of
the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who
has authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. | further
certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that the
information in this document is
true and correct and in compli-

ance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. |
understand that by signing
this document | am subject
to the penalties of perjury as
set forth in Section 609.48 as
if | had signed this document
under oath.

Signed: Ashley S. Snyder
01/08/2024

Published in the Timberjay,
Jan. 19 & 26, 2024

MEETING CHANGE NOTICE
MORCOM TOWNSHIP

February Morcom Township Board Meeting
has been changed to Thursday, February 15

at 6:00 pm.

Sasha Lehto, Clerk, Morcom Township

218-969-5812

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 19 & 26, 2024

17 Kanga's kid
18 Hindu hero
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inquire by Sp(?]r(l)na; 1at2621’\18-|6_|gv6¥595(()31’ ’ %?.Oléér?é Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 12 & 19, 2024 21 Laugh track
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" CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each lefter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal  throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: D equals G

J
N

Your local owrce for news,
music. and entertainment!

91.7fm - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemidji
89.9im - Brainerd

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

AAMEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices

and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

1
1
1
1
1
1
i
BUILDING :
SERVICES :
1
i
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMLLLINC 7] 1
“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality i
* Plank Paneling OUTB
* Trim Frank’s Marin
¢ One-0f-A-Kind Moldings saa|es g Se?vicee
* Industrial Lumber Herouny, Crestiner, und
franksmarine@centurytel.net
21 8-744-1 788 Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

MOCCASIN POINT

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:

MARINE

We'll buy old Seligas in Good 4655 Moccasin.P.oint Rd
o cash. Gail Sieve. at 365, Lake Vermilion
6725, tn 218-753-3319
Storage, Boat Rentals,
EMPLOYMENT Service/Repairs/Sales
HELP WANTED: McCarthy Mechanic on DUty

moccasinpointmarine.com

& YAMAHA

WrLAAS

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1-6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

Beach State Park NR Supervisor
1 Assistant Manager. For more
details and to apply visit mn.gov/
mmb/careers. 1/19v

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY
PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely,
218-235-3819I

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 23 mins.
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CryptoQuote

answer

Don't fight a battle if
you don't gain anything
by winning.

— Erwin Rommel

CryptoQuip

answer

We can no longer rely on that
old rocket to lift off the
ground. It's not thrust-worthy.

timberjay.com

1

AHONSON
BOAT WORKS

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy.
WINTER HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-5:
Closed Weekends

Since 1926
L Handberg’s J
NS>

& GENERAL STORE

169 Boat Sales, Service

30 PM

MEACURY

| Bt

= [ \/I EN
Storage * Complete Service * Sales

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 7153-2950
timherjay.com

RIS TeTeiT S
PR

& Storage
= @YAMAHA ~ERCURY -

218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Advertise

One Low
Price

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-793-2950
Online at timherjay.com

MONEY-
Super Crossword CHANGING
ACROSS 43 Lima locale 86 — Leppard DOWN 33 Jr., lastyear 82 “YouBe —’
1 Combination 44 “Rapa —" 87 Some PC 1Useanaxon 34 Spirited horse (1986 hit for
spear and (1994 film) readouts 2 One “A” of 38 Eye coverer Run-D.M.C.)
battle-ax 45 Like even 89 Kicked out of NCAA: Abbr. 39 Takeoff strip 88 Jargon
8 Provo native scores the game, for 3 Chou En- — 40 Often-pickled 89 Women'’s

13 Dawn deity 46 Feel sore short 4 Nest dweller veggie patriotic gp.

16 Some fast 48 Refusals 90 Radio spots 5 | Can't 41 Pirate 91 Secondary
autos 51 She sang 92 Bruins’ sch. Have You” “Captain” field of study

19 Virtual “Constant 94 Major shock singer 46 From scratch 93 George
merchant Craving” 96 Query after Yvonne 47 Compelled who played

20 Strong 56 Rocker Brian someone is 6 Says again 49 In the lead Danny Ocean
cordage fiber 57 Facts, in brief told they look 7 Rive — 50 Squelched 94 Mosaic tile

21 Performs a 59 Gobble up like Iranian (Paris’ Right ~ 52 Cat that roars 95 Long rodent
charade of Iragi money? money? Bank) 53 “The Piano” feature

23 Thaimoney 62 Gal entering 103 German auto 8 E-address Oscar winner 96 Most suitable
used to buy a society 104 Tampa Bay 9 Bistro bill 54 Cable TV's 97 Assess again
Jacuzzi? 63 Jazz's Chick NFLer 10 Unpaid player — Geo 98 Skip over in

25 Height when 65 Chaise place 105 Over 11 Classic 55 Miracle- — speech
upright 66 Cognizant of browned cracker brand 57 Here, in Lyon 99 Chalice, e.g.

26 Protest at 67 School where bread 12 Tennis- 58 Election mo. 100 Nailed the
which people students 106 Houston-to- playing guy 60 Elected (to) test
lie on the learn about Madison dir. 13 Kodak 61 Virginia Tech 101 Desert of
ground Swedish 107 Whack some founder team name Mongolia

27 Bright red money? Mexican George 64 Cold — 102 Some purple
Indian 72 Norway's money? 14 Prefix with (frigid) shades
money? capital 111 Rapper — -genarian 68 Court plea, 103 Milo of films

29 “Madam” 74 — facias Rhymes 15 Pentagram for short 108 Piper's wear
counterpart (certain writy 113 More 16 Reach as 69 Very angry 109 Twisty fish

32“The Dance” 75 Used skillfully intoxicating high as 70 Rule, in brief 110 Average
painter Henri 76 “— favor, 114 Refuse to 17 Large, deep 71 More than 112 Comic

35 Biceps locale sefior’ contribute serving dish loads up (on) Johnson

36 Powerful auto 79 Forms South Affican 18 Painter Jan 72 Assoc. 115 Uno plus
engine Ghanaian money? 22 R-Xfillers 73 Great Lakes’ due

37 “You missed money into 120 Getty of TV 24 Attending to — Canals 116 H.S.
your chance a cylinder 121 French river the matter 77 Like a proficiency
for folding shape? 122 Asmara’s 28 Certain Wall single-guy test
over that 83 Brain tests, nation St. trader band 117 Gallery work
Korean for short 123 Gobbled up 29 Said 78 Traditional 118 Teachers’ gp.
money”? 84 Suffix with 124 Airport agcy. 30 Antiseptic Irish brew 119 Ham-

42 Already- meth- 125 Played (with) element 80 Make laugh marsjkold
included tips, 85 Venture out 126 Labelona 31 Bucking uproariously once of the
e.g. on one’s own bargain item bovines 81 Hoopla U.N.

T 2 3+ 5 [6 [7 8 [9 [10 [11 12 13 [14 15.16 17 [18
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Answer
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THE TIMBERJAY

Your Source For Roofing

« METAL ROOFING

« ARCHITECTURAL
SHINGLES

. am .,

@ -~
VERMILLION

ROCPFING

Serving Cook,
Tower and
Ely Areas

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Licensed ¢ Insured BC# 785662
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

Wow Your Walls!

It’'s time for new paint!
10% OFF
All Paints, Brushes % R
& Rollers ‘ . )
[ We are a UPS Drop/Pickup Site | :&
VERMILION LUMBER

|(:”-“‘ HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
|Lan ‘__,'1:

Ruie| 218-753-2230 B visa
mber} 302 Main St., Tower, MN
Winter Hrs: M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; LOSED Sat & Sun

: Licensed Septic Design
ﬁ & Installation
& Complete Site & Building Preparation
# Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
# Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate ¢ 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

STAY WARM THIS WINTE

Premium Y S <,

Hardwood W A LAY
Pellet%s,so g

geRsTos Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
’ Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Closed Wknds
info@cookbuildingcenter.com

i
a

COOH BUILDING CENTER

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 855-984-8982 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
|

*Terms and Conditions apply

AUTOMOTIVE

RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION
For Cold, Snowy Weather

2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500 LT 4X4-5.3L V-8,
Front Bucket Seats, Trailering Package,

All-Star Edition
$49 355

39 -b - -.'.' = .
— - F -
SAVE $8,250

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

MSRP
$57,605
SALE
PRICE

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN )
218-666-5901 « 1-800-238-4545 i

ATV WASCHKE FAMILY
il CHEVROLET+COOK

Read us online at
www.timherjay.com

For all your

HEATING,
PLUMBING |E=sa i
and

INTEREST
FHEE
FINANCING
A
LAYAWAY
A ILARLE

AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros.

PLUMBING & HEATING

A& K ITCHENS

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN » 218-741-9356

HOURS:
M-F 8 AM-5 PM

Master Plumber
PC644131

— -

Tekautz Mechanical

Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
Repair & Install

Northgate Plaza « Virginia
218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com

Steve Tekautz

612-845-1625
P.O. Box 264

logt these experts help
with gour negxt project Ventnty

carpet ¢ tile * hardwood * laminate
natural stone ¢ vinyl *« LVT/LVP ¢ area rugs

Our staff will help you find the perfect
solution for your room and style!

BIG Encugh to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You

. HOURS:
= FLOOR to CEILING 8-5:30 M-F
é_ T2 e Wt o Hiatea Togt 71 5000 facelnk.

RED HOT BUYS VALID DECEMBER 26-JANUARY 31

STOCK UP & ORGANIZE
= WITH HOME ESSENTIALS

BEUY THREE

GET ONE

Ace” Basic Pleated Furnace Air Filter
&aseried nheos mealable

HO LI:;I:T -

g Hovrt wimue Lo F weguped O Bl winhm

75

Sterilite® 15 Q. Stackable
Latching Storage Box
[y b

G E.-L‘g‘?il';ll. EALE 300

Z7 Gal. Heavy-Duty
Storage Tote

650020

| 12 el Heawy Dty St eige Tole,
™, B HIaE EALE .95

206 O SORERT4H. _SALEVIOGE
[ 3300 S02TREI. SALE L0

= &1 O, GO79ER._SALE F499

1 1E Zal. 5840751 _SALE 459

£ = 20 Gall, SOAADET BakF M 6.5%

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

w Prices Good Through January 31, 2024

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
The helpful place. 48 E. Chapman St., Ely * 218-365-3129




