
ELY- One of the biggest 
stars in the Ely Memorial 
High School production 
of “Disney’s Frozen – The 
Broadway Musical” has no 
lines and sings no songs, but 
has a part in every scene. This 
performer is the stage technol-
ogy for the musical, provided 
by Dodd Technology Inc., a 
nationally prominent lighting 
and production tech company 
based out of Pendleton, Ind.

Dodd Technologies pro-
vides lighting, audio, rigging, 
set design, and other produc-
tion services for big-name 
clients like the NBA All-Stars 
and Mandalay Casino Arena. 
Now the company is provid-
ing these same professional 
services for the production of 
“Frozen” here in Ely.

What’s the cost of all 

this state-of-the-art stage 
tech? Absolutely nothing. 
It’s a donation from Mark 
Dodd, the owner of Dodd 
Technologies.
Connections

Sometimes it’s who you 
know. Mark Dodd was a 

TOWER- The  p lace 
was buzzing as Jen and Bob 
McDonough officially opened 
the doors to their next adventure, 
owning and operating the Tower 
Café, a longtime mainstay on 
Main Street that has been closed 
since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic nearly four years ago. 

Excitement in the commu-

nity had been building for weeks 
and there wasn’t an empty table 
in the house on their opening 
weekend this past Saturday and 
Sunday. Plates piled high with 
pancakes, French toast, eggs, 
and more were coming out of the 
kitchen two at a time to satisfy 
hungry diners. 

Bob was cooking pancakes 
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Winter is settling in!  Finally :)
It’s a great time to discover a Great Book!
The Piragis Bookstore has new titles daily.

Open Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 10 a.m.  to 4 p.m.
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Black Bay 
campground 
suit dismissed

BACK IN BUSINESS

Tech wizardry should make its mark
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Zoning and CUP delays 
mandated by state law, 
judge determines

ELY PREPS FOR BIG PRODUCTION

Six-year-old William Meehan, of Esko, gets some 
help from his grandmother Diane as he attempts to 
finish the large plate of chocolate chip pancakes.

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Main Street eatery had been closed since COVID
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Board cool 
to request for 
ambulance 
reassignments

Smiles aplenty 
as Tower Café 
opens its doors 
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LAKE VERMILION- Christine 
Wyrobek, owner of the partially 
developed Rough-N-It campground for 
disabled veterans on Lake Vermilion’s 
Black Bay, and Lance and Kari Kuhn 
have reached a voluntary agreement 
to dismiss their lawsuit against St. 
Louis County over missteps in the 
zoning and conditional use permit 
processes. That decision comes after 
a judge determined last month that the 
arguments presented in the suit lacked 
“legally sufficient grounds for relief.”

Wyrobek, who initially filed 
rezoning and conditional use permits 
for the property last February but 
then withdrew and re-filed them on 
March 3, contended that both should 
be automatically approved under state 
law because the county failed to act on 
them within the 60-day time period 
specified in statute. The lawsuit also 
sought relief on the grounds that the 
Planning Commission’s decision 
to deny the applications on May 11 

ELY- Heidi Omerza, the 
Mayor of Ely, issued a proc-
lamation at the beginning of 
the first city council meeting 
of the year, changing the 
name of the city to Arendelle 
as the council members 
looked on in approval. The 
new city name will only be 
in effect from Jan. 19-21. The 
name change is to honor the 
Ely Memorial High School 
musical, which will be per-
formed on those dates.

The school won a nation-
al Disney competition held 

Ely changes 
its name to 
Arendelle
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Top: A test projection on the 
scrim for the Ely Memorial 
High School production 
of “Disney’s Frozen – The 
Broadway Musical,” set to be 
performed later this month.

Above: Robert Gough of 
Dodd Technologies (right) 
and other production staff 
work on preparations at the 
Ely Memorial Auditorium.

See...COUNCIL  pg. 9

GREENWOOD TWP— A pro-
posal to reassign most of Greenwood 
Township to the Cook Ambulance 
Service’s coverage territory drew a 
mixed reaction from the town board 
here on Tuesday. 

The proposal  came from 
Greenwood resident Lee Peterson, 
who has been a persistent critic of 
the Tower Area Ambulance Service 
(TAAS). Peterson wants all of the 
township, with the exception of the 
Vermilion Reservation and the Pike 
Bay area, to be served by Cook.  

“I believe Greenwood has to be 
working on solutions right now,” said 
Peterson, noting that rural services 
across the state are all facing issues 
with funding and staffing. Peterson 
said the new statewide legislative task 
force will release their report in August, 
but that is after the state Legislature 
adjourns for the year. There is a chance 
the Legislature will designate some 
one-time funding for rural ambulance 
services this session, he said.
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Embarrass Timber Hall collecting books, 
games and puzzles to beat the winter blues

EMBARRASS - Timber Hall Event Center is 
once again collecting gently used books, puzzles, and 
games during the month of January. Drop donations in 
the red tote at the Embarrass Vermilion Federal Credit 
Union in Aurora, Tower, and Embarrass and then 
join us on Feb. 3 for the “Cuddle Up with a Book” 
pancake breakfast at Timber Hall from 8 to 11 a.m. to 
browse the assortment. The cost for adults is $7, kids 
ages 6-10 $4 and kids 5 and under eat free.  For more 
information on upcoming activities and events please 
call Sue Beaton at 218-750-2718 or suebeaton922@
gmail.com.

Embarrass Winter Festival rescheduled
EMBARRASS - The Winter Festival, originally 

scheduled for Jan.20, has been postponed until Feb. 
17 from 11 a.m.  to 5 p.m. at the Timber Hall Event 
Center.   Festival activities will include making ig-
loos, sledding, skating, games, bonfires, s’mores and 
more. For more information on upcoming activities 
and events please call Sue Beaton at 218-750-2718 or 
suebeaton922@gmail.com.

 
EMPOWER to hold annual meeting Jan. 22
ELY - EMPOWER, a progressive women’s group 
will meet on Monday, Jan. 22 at 6 p.m. at the Ely 
Folk School, 209 E. Sheridan Street. You must be an 
EMPOWER member to attend the annual meeting. To 
become a member mail a $25 check for annual dues, 
payable to EMPOWER PO Box 14, Ely, MN  55731 
or contact Janine at pattenj82@gmail.com. 

Lake County Announces 2024 Aquatic 
Invasive Species Grant Opportunity

TWO HARBORS - Lake County is seeking 
grant proposals to prevent the introduction or limit 
the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) in Lake 
County. Grant proposals should address goals in the 
Lake County AIS Plan which can be found at lake-
countryais.org. Applications will be accepted on a 
rolling basis from Jan. 1, 2024, through March 22, 
2024. Grant proposals should request a minimum of 
$100 and cannot exceed $30,000.

Eligible Applicants and Projects must:
Be located in Lake County or service work 

areas or AIS concerns within Lake County.
Include but are not limited to organizations 

such as lake associations, management agencies, non-
profit organizations and local government agencies.

Include individuals, such as for scholarships to 
attend AIS Detectors training. 

Include equipment to reduce the risk of aquat-
ic invasive species, such as hot water/high pressure 
systems for watercraft cleaning.  

Include youth. Youth are required to submit 
with an adult mentor.

The grant application and all details can be 
found at lakecountyais.org/pages/grant. The Lake 
County AIS Committee will review applications. 
2024 application selection will focus on: education 
and outreach about aquatic invasive species; aquatic 
resource (lakes, reservoirs, streams, rivers, wetlands) 
protection and maintenance; tools, signs, or amenities 
at water accesses to facilitate best practices for lake 
users.  Grant applicants for the first round of 2024 
funding will be notified at latest by April 26, 2024.
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Hands on Activities     Lunch Provided

CHISHOLM -  The Minne-
sota Discovery Center (MDC) in 
Chisholm is a haven for outdoor en-
thusiasts of all ages this winter, es-
pecially for those who are fascinat-
ed with Iron Range history. With a 
range of snowshoeing experiences, 
MDC is set to provide some excit-
ing adventures for kids and adults 
alike. Among the offerings are two 
full moon snowshoe hikes, a day-
time snowshoe adventure hike, and 
a special kids discover snowshoeing 
family day. 

According to MDC Visitor 
Services Manager and Snowshoe 
Program Coordinator, Erin Cul-
len, the anticipation is high as the 
fresh snow arrived just in time 
for the popular winter snowshoe 
programming at MDC. With ex-
ception to the kids discover snow-
shoeing family day, the special 
snowshoeing hikes require pre-paid 
reservations, every reservation in-
cludes a snowshoe rental, and each 
snowshoeing experience is com-
plete with a bonfire, s’mores, and a 
warm cup of hot cocoa. 

Regular admissions apply to the 
kids discover snowshoeing family 
day on February 3 (visitors receive 
1 free youth snowshoe rental with 
purchase of 1 adult snowshoe rental) 
and includes a snowshoe scavenger 
hunt history hike in Heritage Park, 
educational activities and games, 
and much more.

“We are excited to offer a new 
snowshoeing experience for area 
youth and families this winter that 
encourages kids to get outside and 
explore Iron Range history,” said 
Erin Cullen. Erin also noted, “For 
the special snowshoe hikes, we’ll 
embark on a 3-mile (round trip) ad-

venture to the Glen 
Location (a former 
mining location) 
with our trained 
snowshoe guides. 
Our guides will 
point out fun facts 
and historic arti-
facts along the way. After exploring, 
we will enjoy a cup of hot cocoa and 
roast the perfect s’more over a bon-
fire in front of the historic Thomp-
son Homestead, an outdoor museum 
exhibit at MDC.”

Here are the upcoming snow-
shoeing events at MDC: 

Wolf Moon Snowshoe Hike 
on January 25 at 5:30 p.m.

KIDS Discover Snowshoeing 
Family Day on February 3 from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. (admissions apply)

Snowshoe Adventure Day 
Hike on February 10 at 1 p.m.

Snow Moon Adventure Hike 
on February 22 at 5:30 p.m.

In addition to these events, 
MDC also offers snowshoe rent-
als for youth, adults, and groups. 
Schools, clubs, and businesses can 
also inquire about fleet rentals for 
private events and programs. Snow-
shoe rentals are available for onsite 
and offsite self-guided use Tuesday 
through Saturday. For more infor-
mation about rentals and upcoming 
events, visit www.mndiscoverycen-
ter.com or call call 218-254-7959, 
or email info@mndiscoverycenter.
com. 

DULUTH - Grant 
money is available to a 
limited number of Minne-
sota farmers to build win-
ter greenhouses for grow-
ing fresh produce.

The opportunity, sup-
ported by the Minnesota 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s AGREETT pro-
gram, is available through 
University of Minnesota 
Extension’s Regional Sus-
tainable Development-
Partnerships (RSDP). 
RSDP seeks one specialty 
crop farmer in each of its 
five regions to partner on 
passive solar greenhouse 
research and education. 
Similar structures – called 
deep winter greenhouses – 
have been built in the pro-
gram since 2016. To date, 
farmers have been able to 
profitably grow a variety 
of salad greens that are 
sold to direct market con-
sumers.

"The new farm scale 
deep winter greenhouse 
design is optimal for 
farmers that want to ex-

pand their growing season 
to produce crops for their 
customers throughout the 
winter while limiting the 
use of fossil fuel heating. 
This is a great way to 
generate revenue for your 
farm in what is currently 
the off season," said U of 
MN's Greg Schweser

The greenhouses ab-
sorb heat from sunlight, 
providing a low-cost, 
low-carbon winter food 
production system. The 
structure is built with 
a south-facing, angled 
glazing wall that captures 
heat from the sun. Heat is 
stored in an underground 
thermal mass of soil or 
rock and dissipates into 
the above-ground planting 
area at night. By relying 
primarily on solar heat, 
the farm scale deep win-
ter greenhouse enables 
farmers to grow crops us-
ing only minimal backup 
heating from delivered 
fuel or electric heat.

RSDP will provide 
$25,000 of the expected 

$48,000 to $58,000 cost 
to build a prototype green-
house. In return, partic-
ipants agree to share ac-
cess to their structure for 
research projects, public 
workshops, and demon-
strations for three years. 
Proposals are due Feb. 14.

“Farm-scale deep 
winter greenhouses have 
the potential to transform 
local food production here 
in Minnesota. The farm-
ers who sell their crops 
at local markets or in lo-
cal grocery stores will no 
longer be bound by the 
short growing season. 
With low-energy winter 
food production, growers 
will increase their reve-
nues and Minnesotans will 

have year-round access 
to fresh, locally grown 
healthy foods,” said state 
Rep. Brad Tabke, D-Sha-
kopee. Tabke is a member 
of the House Agriculture 
Finance and Policy Com-
mittee who has champi-
oned new approaches to 
growing produce.

For more information 
on deep winter greenhous-
es and the request for ap-
plications, visit: z.umn.
edu/deepwintergreen-
house. Descriptions of 
RSDP’s regions are avail-
able on RSDP’s website.

• 5-Star Rated Shop •
Your North Country

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey  •  218-666-3146 
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723

cabinquilting@gmail.com

MDC offers winter snowshoe programming 
that connects with Iron Range History

MDC offers snow-
shoe experiences 
for all ages both 
day and night.

Partner with U of MN Extension to bring deep winter 
greenhouse technology to your farm or community



TOWER— Should 
the city of Tower agree to 
purchase the county pub-
lic works facility, now be-
ing vacated by St. Louis 
County? That’s the ques-
tion that the council has 
talked about for more than 
a year, but the potential-
ly $260,000 decision will 
need to made in the next 
couple months or the city 
could lose the opportunity. 

An ad hoc committee 
established by the coun-
cil to examine the pros 
and cons was set to meet 
Wednesday, after the Tim-
berjay’s weekly presstime. 
The city had been waiting 
on information on utility 
costs and the county pro-
vided that information to 
the city last month. The 
31-acre county site, devel-
oped mostly in the 1980s, 
includes a main office and 
large shop, a salt dome, a 
cold storage warehouse, a 
fueling tank, and a four-

acre, graveled grounds 
with room for consider-
able storage or new con-
struction. In addition to 
the facilities and grounds, 
the county plans to leave 
a considerable amount of 
equipment and furnish-
ings.

County officials are 
interested in selling the site 
to the city for the appraised 
price of $260,000 and it’s 
unclear how much room 
the city might have to ne-
gotiate.

The council took no 
action on the latest update 
from Clerk-Treasurer Mi-
chael Schultz, but the ad 
hoc committee will likely 
have a recommendation 
for the council for its Feb-
ruary meeting.

In other business on 
Monday, the council, led 
by Acting Mayor Joe Mo-
rin in the absence of Mayor 
Dave Setterberg, took its 
first stab at its annual reor-
ganization but postponed 
most decisions on appoint-
ments to city committees 

until February when Set-
terberg and council mem-
ber Kevin Norby, who was 
also absent Monday, could 
be in attendance. From 
discussion it appears there 
will be few changes from 
last year’s assignments. 

The council did reap-
point Greg Buckley and 
Beth Debeltz to new six-
year terms on the Tower 
Economic Development 
Authority. 

The council also 
agreed to hire new staff 
for the ambulance, includ-
ing Jen McDonough as an 
EMR and Barb Garrison as 
an EMT. Garrison works as 
an EMT at Ely-Bloomen-
son Hospital and her hir-
ing may allow the Tower 
ambulance to assist the 
hospital with more trans-
fers during hours when 
Garrison is on duty at the 
hospital. Patients in the 
Ely-Bloomenson ER have, 
at times, had to wait many 
hours or even days for 
transfers to larger hospitals 
due to the lack of available 

ambulances. Monday’s 
hirings are contingent on 
background checks. 

In other business, the 
council:

 Approved a new 
housing study by Maxfield 
Research to assess demand 
and an initial market as-
sessment for the creation 
of market rate rental hous-
ing in Tower. The city is 
currently working with the 
Minnesota Housing Part-
nership to develop a new 
project, either for seniors 
or workforce housing. 
While there is current-
ly considerable funding 
available for new housing 
in Minnesota, Morin said 
an updated housing study 
is essential to any planned 
funding request. 

TEDA will pay $5,000 
toward the $7,200 cost 
of the study, with the city 
covering the rest. 

 Approved a resolu-
tion allowing for the city to 
apply for culture and tour-
ism grant funds from the 
Department of Iron Range 

Resources and Rehabilita-
tion later this month. 

 Approved a supple-
mental letter from SEH au-
thorizing rebidding of the 
drinking water treatment 
facility project, which ini-
tially came in millions of 
dollars over budget. 

 Heard from Schultz 
that the city won’t know 
the amount of its annual 
distribution from the Dulu-
th-Superior Area Commu-
nity Foundation until after 
July of this year. The foun-
dation is now managing 
the city’s Gunderson Trust 
funds and the city expects 
a significant increase in the 
annual distribution from 
the funds going forward.

 Opened two sealed 
bids for the purchase of the 
city’s former airport cour-
tesy car and approved the 
high bid of $2,887 from 
Shawn Webster. The other 
bid for the 2004 VW Pas-
sat was less than the city’s 
minimum of $2,500. 

 Approved seeking 
bids for the city’s legal 

publishing for 2024 with-
out including any stan-
dards beyond the statutory 
requirements for official 
newspapers. Schultz had 
suggested that the council 
set some additional re-
quirements for the bidding 
process this year. “From 
my professional stand-
point, it is beneficial if 
there is an online presence 
and easily searchable no-
tices,” said Schultz. 

Morin said he agreed 
that an online presence 
was valuable but said he 
doesn’t utilize the Inter-
net for much information 
himself. The Timberjay 
provides free online ac-
cess to all of its public 
notices, which are easily 
searchable. The city’s oth-
er newspaper maintains a 
website but fails to post the 
city’s legal notices on its 
site, or on a statewide no-
tices website, as required 
by state law for any official 
newspaper.

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

Cook:  80 acres of ideal hunting land, mostly mid 
to low lands with level ground. This property is 
completely surrounded by thousands of acres of 
state land! Listed at $75,000.  MLS#145797

Lake Vermilion:  Rare, stunning retreat on Lake 
Vermilion. A guest cabin on private point with sand 
beach, exceptional lake views and extensive land-
scaping. Spacious 5 BR, 2 BA with 2 BR guest 
home. Listed at $1,600,000.  MLS#146188

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Crane Lake-$145,000  16.27 acres along the Crane 
Lake Rd, just north of the Nelson Rd. Perfect spot to 
build your dream home/cabin. 1,000’s of acres of state 
and federal land adjoins this property to the east that 
runs all the way to the Canadian border. Just a mile 
to Crane Lake and the southern entry into Voyageurs 
National Park. MLS#146016
Orr-$63,600  Great hunting and recreational property.
52.62 undeveloped, wooded, rolling acres located 
about 2.5 miles north of Ash Lake. Adjoins public
land with timber company land on all 4 sides.         
MLS#145217
Gheen-$249,000  3 BR, 3/4 BA, 1,512 sq ft cabin with 
covered front porch, in-floor hot water heat, A/C and 
attached 1-car garage/bunk room on 40 acres 
surrounded by thousands of acres of public land. 
MLS#145680
Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots 2,4 and 10 in Bear Ridge 
on Ash River CIC. Each lot comes with shared com-
munity septic, shared water from central pumphouse 
and electric. These utilities already ran to each site. 
Private docks on 155 ft of shared shoreline, a personal 
slip, gazebo near lake with grill and 1/10 share of all 
common areas.  

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

CITY INFRASTRUCTURE

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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2142 board elects Hilde as chair, creates building committee

VIRGINIA- ISD 2142 
District 5/Cherry school 
board member Lynn Hilde 
was selected by his peers 
as the 2024 board chair at 
Tuesday night’s organiza-
tional meeting at the dis-
trict office in Virginia.

Hilde replaces former 
board chair Pat Chris-
tensen.

Bob Larson was elect-
ed vice-chair, Chet Larson 
was picked for clerk, and 
Chris Koivisto was named 
treasurer.

During the discussion 
of committee assignments 
for the new year, board 
member Rob Marinaro 
generated some discus-
sion by proposing two 
new committees, one for 
buildings and grounds and 
another for transportation.

“I think those are two 
we should have commit-
tees for, to keep commu-
nication going between the 
board and various people,” 

Marinaro said. “I think we 
need to be at least involved 
in and aware of what’s go-
ing on. There’s big things 
that go on in there.”

Chet Larson provided 
immediate pushback.

“I don’t think any 
more committees are nec-
essary,” he said. “I think 
we get plenty of infor-
mation for all of this. We 
don’t need to be stepping 
in here.”

“But it’s nice to have 
a committee in there to be 
involved,” Marinaro re-
sponded. “I’ve been in a 
lot of this stuff, so I don’t 
need to argue. If that’s 
not what the board wants, 
that’s OK.”

After some additional 
comments, agreement was 
reached that transportation 
could be handled just as 
readily by having transpor-
tation director Kay Corne-
lius give updates at board 
meetings. But the idea of a 
building and grounds com-
mittee received increasing 
support.

“A building and main-

tenance (committee would 
help) to get connected a 
little bit more on what 
some of our projects are,” 
Koivisto said.

Marinaro said a com-
mittee would give the 
board more of a heads up 
about building projects.

“We hear it after the 
fact. We aren’t on the 
ground floor of knowing 
what’s going on,” he said.

Marinaro gained 
enough support for the 
measure to pass. Marina-
ro, Koivisto, and Nathan 
Briggs volunteered to 
serve on the committee.

In other business, the 
board:

Voted to keep their 
salaries and reimburse-
ment rates the same as in 
2023. Board members re-
ceive $400 per month for 
regular and working ses-
sions, regardless of atten-
dance, plus $15 an hour for 
attendance at special meet-
ings, committee meetings, 
workshops and conference 
sessions. Mileage is reim-
bursed at the IRS-estab-

lished rate of $0.67 per 
mile. They also receive per 
diem for meals of $15 for 
breakfast, $20 for lunch, 
and $25 for dinner.

Designated Frand-
sen Bank, North Star Cred-
it Union, and Ely Area 
Credit Union as the dis-
trict’s official depositories.

Retained Colisimo, 
Patchin and Kearney, Ltd. 
as the district’s legal coun-
sel.

Designated the 
Cook News Herald as the 
district’s official newspa-
per.

Heard a report from 
Cornelius about the dis-
trict’s conversion to pro-
pane-fueled buses. Cor-
nelius said that about 95 
percent of the fleet is now 
powered by propane and 
that the district is “making 
a lot of money” from the 
savings in fuel costs. 

Heard a report from 
Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson about a con-
cern expressed by a South 
Ridge parent about the 
school’s football team. The 

parent believed students 
would be better served by 
changing from 11-man 
football to nine-man, as 
the team was winless this 
year and lost most of their 
games by wide margins. 
Engebritson said that ac-
cording to Minnesota State 

High School League pro-
cedures, South Ridge is 
locked in to 11-man com-
petition for next season, 
but the district will submit 
an application to move to 
nine-man in 2025.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Should Tower buy the county public works facility?

Mark Nelson
651-983-7598

LOT 9  MLS#6322434: 2.7 acre lot with 300 ft of shoreline. 
Located on calm, remote waters on a point with panoramic 
views. Improvements include a permanent dock, 18x12 
storage shed, and 500 ft installed gravel driveway. Access 
road is very well-maintained and private. Multiple options 
for building sites and surveyed septic locations. 
Lot 10  MLS#6320454: Wonderful 3+ acre lot with 337 ft of 
shoreline. Similar features as above listing.

Lake Vermilion • Black Bay Lots

timberghostrealty.com



It is the beginning of a new 
year. I just turned off my radio 
after the top of the hour’s morn-
ing news. I try to keep abreast 
of what’s happening in the big 
world out there without becom-
ing too discouraged. It’s amaz-
ing how little things seem to 
change from day to day. But I 
know that what I hear is but a 
tiny slice of reality. 
I’ve lived in my sim-
ple cabin near the end 
of this gravel road for 
several years now, 
shielded from much 
of the chaos engulfing 
so many fellow inhab-
itants of Planet Earth. 
Here, I’m sheltered 
from the worst of the 
storm. I know that I 
am very fortunate. 

 This is an 
unusually quiet early 
Sunday morning. Absent today 

is the nearly constant din of 
highway noise that emanates 
from the paved highway a mile 
away. After decades of intensive 
marketing, our state tourism 
department has succeeded in 
enticing more and more urban 
dwellers to partake in the natural 
beauty of Minnesota’s northern 
lakes and forests. I, like many 

who live here, have 
worked hard to accept 
the inevitable changes 
brought by the influx. 
All that aside, it’s a 
good day for a walk. 

My boots scuff 
along the gravel road, 
muffled by the sea-
son’s first skiff of 
snow. A single set of 
tire tracks mar the sur-
face, laid down some-
time overnight when 
the snow began to fall. 

Further along, I notice some 

faint rabbit tracks near a popu-
lar deer crossing. Today, how-
ever, there are only signs of one 
small deer — strange for this 
place where deer tracks would 
frequently be mixed with those 
of a mink or weasel, a fisher 
or wolves’ — just some of the 
woodland creatures that also 
live here in the boreal forest.  
But all that has changed. 

Not far from this crossing, I 
stop to glance beyond the beefy 
padlocked steel gate erected this 
past summer by a group of hunt-
ers. They purchased their prop-
erty at the same time that two 
other hunting parties bought ad-
jacent acreage.  After forty years 
as the sole residents along this 
two-mile road, the presence of 
strangers camped across from 
my driveway has been a jarring 
experience. I’ve lost my privacy 
and the freedom to walk upon 
the hundreds of acres that sur-

round me. These three parcels 
went up for auction and sold 
quickly, leaving little time to 
adjust.  

Come September, the 
armed cadres descended upon 
the territory in search of wild 
game. First grouse, then goose, 
then bear, then deer. Arriving 
every weekend and then, once 
November arrived, every day. 
By the amount of shooting, I 
imagined the terror for every 
creature that moved. Even I no 
longer felt safe.  

“Adjust,” I’d silently chant 
to myself in an effort to calm 
my nerves. “Accept that this is 
their way of enjoying their little 
piece of paradise.”  Then my in-
ner voice would bark right back. 
“But, it’s not my way!”  Accept-
ing change is difficult. 

Now it’s January. They’ve 
wrapped up their camp and re-
turned home. I can put all that 

behind me and indulge in the 
soothing sound of wind breath-
ing through the Norway pine 
and the faint whisper from un-
der a raven’s wings as he flies 
overhead. With time, I begin to 
hear the deepening of my own 
breath as I hike the hill, carved 
long before my time here by 
torrents of snowmelt and spring 
rains surging through the creek 
bed. At the top of the hill, I 
pause to catch my breath. I sigh. 
All is not lost.

We’re already moving to-
ward the halfway mark of Janu-
ary 2024.  Despite so much that’s 
changing in the neighborhood, 
and in the world, I want to be 
hopeful. Even if it’s challenging 
and sometimes overwhelming. 
I want to be open to the future 
and face it with optimism and 
courage. When the problems of 
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Biden on the right 
track with support 
for hydrogen

It is welcome news from 
the Biden Administration 
announcing support of the 
clean hydrogen industry as 
an alternative for vehicle 
owners instead of only hav-
ing electric transportation 
availability.  

Toyota has 10,000 hy-
drogen-fueled cars on the 
road in the U.S. that provides 
proof of concept for the vi-
ability of hydrogen vehicles. 
Other car manufacturers also 
have hydrogen vehicles in 
the U.S. and other parts of 
the world.

The national electric 
grid system is unlikely to be 
able to support the replace-
ment of the existing 291 
million fossil fuel vehicles 
with electric vehicles depen-
dent on the grid.  Parts of 
the 50- to 60-year-old grid 
may be unable to provide 
that additional electricity 
capacity.  Moreover, the ex-
pectation of further extreme 
weather conditions will raise 
the frequency and the length 
of blackouts during which 
time batteries cannot be re-
charged.  As a result, some 
electric cars will be tempo-
rarily inoperable.   

Just transferring the 
power for transportation 
from gasoline to the electric 
grid does not solve the green-
house gas emission problem. 
The grid presently generates 
60 percent of its electricity 
using fossil fuels.  Transition 
to renewable fuels for the 
grid has been significantly 

slow. 
The administration’s 

subsidy provides tax credits 
for ten years for clean hy-
drogen ranging from 60¢ to 
$3 per kilogram of hydro-
gen based on the emissions 
of the hydrogen production 
process. Currently transpor-
tation is the largest source of 
greenhouse emissions in the 
U.S.

Gerry Snyder
Ely      

Trump flips truth 
on its head

In the uncertain climate 
of this crucial election year, 
I recently stumbled upon 
a Facebook posting which 
struck me as particularly per-
tinent, and timely, not only 
as a sad commentary for our 
times, but also as a wake-up 
call to those still in the thrall 
of Donald Trump and his 
delusional madness. With 
apologies to the originator of 
the quote, and at the risk of 
being accused of plagiarism, 
I’ll repeat it here: “How sad 
it must be, believing that sci-
entists, scholars, historians, 
economists and journalists 
have devoted their entire 
lives to deceiving you, while 
a reality tv star, with decades 
of fraud and exhaustively 
documented lying, is your 
only beacon of truth and 
honesty.”

How truly sad, and 
frightening, that so many of 
our fellow citizens continue 
to be willingly duped by this 
vile conman.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

Let’s make 2024 
the year of 
nonviolence

As we start the New 
Year, let’s make a promise 
to ourselves, our families, 
and the people around us: 
to live without doing violent 
behavior. This means more 
than just not being physical-
ly aggressive. It’s about be-
ing kind, understanding, and 
patient with each other every 
day.

Nonviolence isn’t just 
for big movements or fa-
mous people. It starts with 
each of us. When we’re an-
gry, we can stop and take a 
deep breath. If we don’t get 
what someone is saying, we 
can ask them to explain. If 
someone is mean to us, we 
can stay peaceful. It’s all 
about the words we use, how 
we say them, and what we do 
in difficult situations.

 This year let’s promise 
to really listen to others, to 
talk civilly even when we 
don’t agree, and to see the 
good in everyone we meet. 
By doing this, we’re not just 
becoming better ourselves, 
we’re also making our neigh-
borhoods nicer places to live.

 Does this seem too sim-
ple? Powerful ideas often 
are simple. What could the 
world be like if we all tried 
these simple ways of being?

Leonard Snyder, MA, 
LPC, Bloomington

COMMENTARY

 Editorial

By endorsing Trump, Stauber has 
signed onto criminality and deceit

During his five years as 
Minnesota’s Eighth District Con-
gressman, no one could possibly 
mistake Pete Stauber as a leader. 
He is a follower, a minion, who 
does what he’s told, and that sad 
reality was made all the more 
apparent by his recent endorse-
ment of former President Donald 
Trump in his bid to recapture the 
White House. 

Consider for a moment what 
Stauber’s endorsement says, not 
about Trump, but about Stauber 
himself. Stauber is a man who 
witnessed firsthand the assault 
on our nation’s capitol build-
ing three years ago by a mob of 
the misled, who’d been fed lies 
about a stolen election by Don-
ald Trump. Stauber is well aware 
that the man he has just endorsed 
for president incited that mob to 
attack Congress in hopes of stop-
ping the counting of the elector-
al votes that would confirm Joe 
Biden’s victory in the 2020 elec-
tion. 

Donald Trump was the first 
president in American history 
to refuse the peaceful transfer 
of power, even though he was 
well aware he had lost the elec-
tion. His own White House and 
campaign legal and political 
advisors had told him so. Re-
counts in states like Arizona and 
Georgia had told him so. The at-
torney general had told him so. 
The courts had told him so. Even 
the CEO of the company Trump 
hired to prove election fraud had 
told him so after reviewing the 
election results. 

Rather than concede, Trump 
lied and conspired with others 
to violate his oath of office and 
undermine the U.S. Constitution 
to remain in power. As has been 
revealed through legal filings 
and numerous guilty pleas by 
his accomplices, Donald Trump 
worked to create false slates of 
electors which he submitted to 
Congress and then pressured 
Vice President Mike Pence to 
illegally substitute those fake 
electors for the real ones certi-
fied by the states. These aren’t 
politically motivated allegations, 
hatched by the Biden administra-
tion. These are facts, revealed in 
most cases by Trump’s own staff 
about the events leading up to the 
attack on Washington. 

Pete Stauber knows all this. 
He is also well aware that Trump 
plans to do it all over again should 
he ever, somehow, regain the 
presidency. Stauber is well aware 

that Trump says he plans to use 
the presidency to pardon those 
who attacked the capitol, includ-
ing those who attacked police, 
and to seek retribution against 
his perceived political enemies, 
including summary execution 
of military men who took steps 
to block a Trump coup. Stauber 
doesn’t just tolerate Trump’s Big 
Lie, and these violent and hateful 
words, illegal actions, and vio-
lations of the Constitution. He 
doesn’t just look the other way.  
He endorses it. All of it, because 
when you get in bed with Donald 
Trump, you end up carrying all 
his baggage.

Stauber is well aware that 
Donald Trump faces 91 felony 
counts from four different juris-
dictions. He is well aware that 
Trump has already been found 
guilty of fraud, sexual assault, 
and defamation, and he recog-
nizes full well that if Donald 
Trump regains the White House, 
he likely won’t relinquish it the 
next time, particularly if doing 
so meant he could, again, face 
prosecution and imprisonment. 
He won’t care that the Consti-
tution limits a president to two 
terms. Trump intends to be the 
next Vladimir Putin and he’ll do 
whatever it takes to hold power 
as long as it suits him. Trump has 
made it plain that he is a man un-
willing to abide by the Constitu-
tion, by law, or by tradition, the 
three elements that sustain our 
democratic form of government. 

Stauber’s endorsement of 
such a man is incredibly re-
vealing. It speaks most of all to 
Stauber’s unwillingness to sup-
port the Constitution, despite the 
oath he has taken. It shows his 
absolute lack of principle and 
his willingness to do anything to 
maintain the power and privilege 
of a member of Congress.

Stauber can not endorse 
Donald Trump and claim to be 
a law-and-order candidate. By 
endorsing Trump, he is openly 
disrespecting the more than one 
hundred police officers injured 
during the Jan. 6 attack. Stauber 
can’t claim that character or hon-
esty are important to him since 
Trump lies about virtually ev-
erything. Stauber’s endorsement 
reveals his true character, as a 
craven henchman to a would-be 
dictator. It is shameful beyond 
words.

Stauber’s cowardice

Letters from Readers

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO 
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”
The First Amendment of the United States Constitutione-mail: editor@timberjay.com OPINION

Speaking of New Year’s resolutions...



We need 
economics for 
the people

Americans deserve an 
economic system “of the 
people, by the people, for 
the people.”  Economics, a 
human contrivance run by 
humans, has been reified 
or “thingified” by turning 
subjects into objects.  An 
ideology of things con-
verts workers into com-
modities and consumers 
into objects to be manipu-
lated.  Economics is false-
ly explained as imper-
sonal mechanical forces, 
independent and separate 
from human-directed mo-
tives, power and interests.  

Supply and demand, 
an entity operating in a 
vacuum, free of human 
intervention determines 
price.  Baloney!  Corpo-
rate employers, few in 
number, exercise almost 
total power over resourc-
es, production, supply, 
price and distribution, by 
far more than any other 
players.  Employers are 
positioned to control sup-
ply, set price increases and 
manipulate demand with 
corporate propaganda!  
Public interest, consumer 
and worker, the 99-per-
cent, are dehumanized and 
excluded.

Inflation has been de-
ceptively defined as too 
much money chasing too 
few goods and services.  
Overlooked is the fact that 
employers (CEO’s and di-
rectors) make decisions to 
raise prices that outpace 
inflation.  Capitalism, a 
self-serving system, cur-
rently pays CEO’s more 
than 300 times the average 
earnings of their employ-
ees, compared to 20 times 
in 1965.

Torrents of “facts and 
figures,” flow charts and 
graphs, verbiage and gob-
bledegook fill the finan-
cial pages and airwaves 
to spew mind fog in serv-
ing one-sided interests of 
the rich.  Free enterprise, 
free markets and free from 
regulation begs the ques-
tion rarely asked, “free for 
whom?”  

Economic citizens, 
“we the people” must 

question assumptions to 
open new possibilities.   

Magic aside, corpo-
rate hierarchy dominates 
and holds power over the 
subordinate and voiceless.  
Critique, question, oppo-
sition and alternatives are 
excluded in corporate me-
dia, universities and in po-
litical discourse.  Few are 
positioned and empow-
ered to serve themselves 
at another’s expense.  By 
human design, hidden in 
plain sight, the system 
bathes the self-serving 
few in luxury while the 
rest “take a bath.”

Harold Honkola
Stillwater

Try the carrot, 
not the stick

If the goal is bring 
forth more babies, 
shouldn’t we be reward-
ing motherhood instead 
of requiring it? The typ-
ical person deciding to 
terminate their pregnancy 
is someone who already 
has one or more children, 
may want to have another 
sometime in future, but 
doesn’t currently see a vi-
able path to raising anoth-
er child.

How do we change 
that calculation without 
providing real-world fi-
nancial support? Anyone 
with experience in suc-
cessfully raising or train-
ing anyone or anything 
knows that requiring be-
havior without rewarding 
it doesn’t work very well.

Dave Porter
Minneapolis

U.S. supporting 
genocide 
in Palestine

Merry Christmas? 
Hardly. Bethlehem, where 
Jesus was born, as well as 
all of Palestine continue to 
be occupied (since 1948) 
by Israel, with American 
weapons and blessings. In 
just the last three months, 
Israel has made Gaza po-
tentially unlivable, killing 
over 20,000 people, most-
ly women and children 
with thousands more still 
buried under the rubble of 
their homes and destroyed 

hospitals. Even the UN 
buildings have been hit. 
The Islamic University of 
Gaza where I taught some 
years ago to my Pales-
tinian students has been 
destroyed. And America 
(Biden et al) has vetoed 
the call for a cease fire 
that almost all of the Unit-
ed Nations has asked for. 
He wants Israeli murder 
to continue and he is our 
beloved President? These 
criminals in Washington 
want to continue the geno-
cide, the killing of Pales-
tinians.

I hope you folks know 
what’s going on. May I 
recommend some hon-
est websites-news sourc-
es: The Jewish Voice for 
Peace, The Electronic In-
tifada, Code Pink, Mon-
doweiss (also Jewish me-
dia that support Palestine), 
and the Answer Coalition 
to name some of them. 
Most major mass media 
support Israel and U.S. 
foreign policy because 
they are corporations that 
profit from, for example, 
the weapons industry. 
Hardly a free press and 
hardly democratic.

The majority of us do 
not support the genocide 
that Biden, et al are com-
mitting against our broth-
ers and sisters in Palestine 
but many of us are not sur-
prised because that is what 
America stands for. In 
Vietnam, America killed 
three million Vietnamese 
who were never enemies 
to the U.S. America killed 
about a million Iraqi’s just 
so the U.S. could gain 
control over the oil from 
the region. In Nicaragua, 
the U.S. (Reagan/Bush) 
gave weapons to the Con-
tras to try to overthrow 
the democratically elect-
ed Sandinista government 
killing over 50,000 Nica-
raguans. 

There are many ex-
amples where the U.S. 
has destroyed democratic 
governments (Chile-1973, 
Guatemala-1954)-the list 
is very long.

America is good at the 
one thing that Americans 
want the least, and that 
is killing and war. War is 
good for the arms industry 
and not good for the world 

nor for us Americans. 
The U.S. government is 
a killing organization-or-
ganized at the highest lev-
el. A killing machine and 
very good at brainwashing 
its citizens.

Both parties are in it 
together. A good person 
has but a small chance of 
being our representative 
in Washington. They are 
almost all criminals and 
should be impeached and 
tried for their criminal ac-
tivities currently the geno-
cide that they started and 
refuse to stop in Palestine. 
Viva Palestine!!

Steve Johnson
Ely

Time to address 
the problem 
with wolves

With the past several 
winters being severe, the 
wolves have taken to de-
creasing the deer popula-
tion greatly and have also 
attacked and dragged off 
peoples’ pets in the sur-
rounding communities.  
The DNR has misman-
aged the deer population 
for years now.  One only 
has to look at the winters 
of 1996-1997 to see that 
those winters also contrib-
uted to the declining deer 
population.  

This year Babbitt 
hunters only managed to 
bag a total of nine deer.  In 
speaking to the meat pro-
cessor at Zup’s in Tower, 
they only had processed 
seven deer all season.  
Residents in surround-
ing towns and townships 
complained about the loss 
of their family pets.  Lots 
of people with trail cams 
put those cams up on their 
deer stands and they could 
see what was going on.  
You cannot expect people 
to get excited about hunt-
ing when there are no deer 
to hunt.  I know a lot of 
hunters who have put their 
guns back in their cases 
who said they would not 
be taking them back out.  
Next year there will be 
more that do the same.

It seems to me that 
zones that have very few 
deer should be closed 
down over deer season.  

Deer season could be de-
creased going from three 
weeks down to nine days, 
which is what Wisconsin 
has.  There were many 
years that I can remember 
we had only a five-day 
season.  

The DNR has to make 
a choice; either protect 
the wolves, which would 
bring significant loss to 
hunters statewide, or pro-
tect the deer population 
and do something about 
the wolves.  In the last 30 
years that I have hunted, it 
has been in the southeast-
ern part of the state.  The 
deer like the corn, soy-
beans and apples much 
better than cedar boughs.  

It is my hope that the 
DNR would take a look 
at other ways to better 
the hunting situation by 
looking into and imple-
menting plans to increase 
the deer population and 
decrease the wolves so 
that the Minnesota hunt-
ing season can interest the 
people again.  It may be 
a short season, but some 
hunters start making plans 
for the next season right 
after the current season 
ends.  Putting meat on the 
table brings joy to many 
hunters, young and old.  
Generations have looked 
forward to having venison 
to eat and the ability to 
teach young ones to hunt, 
handle a firearm and so 
much more.  Families in 
the Northland sometimes 
hunt together, staying at a 
hunting shack and spend-
ing quality time together.  
Families in nearby com-
munities would be less 
likely to lose a beloved 
pet.  I pray that all of this 
will be food for thought 
for the DNR.

Roland Fowler
Embarrass 

Do we need 
two RV parks in 
Ely?

 We want people to 
come to Ely to enjoy our 
restaurants, shops and 
most of all, our proximity 
to the wilderness. In Ely, 
we have a pathway called 
the Trezona Trail. It is 
there for all to enjoy. Bik-

ers, roller bladers, moms 
pushing baby carriages, 
dog walkers, and in win-
ter, cross country skiers 
all use this trail, which 
is accessible right here 
within the city limits. It’s 
a treasure, a little replica 
of the bigger wilderness 
beyond. Not everyone can 
walk in the larger woods, 
due to age or other health 
problems.  However, here 
is the Trezona Trail, a sce-
nic walk by a small lake, 
surrounded by bird song 
in the spring, glimpses 
of wildlife in winter, and 
mushroom viewing in the 
fall. It is easily traversed 
as it is paved.  Above all, 
it is a haven for dog walk-
ers.

Additionally, there 
also exists in Ely, an es-
tablished RV park current-
ly for sale.  It is very near 
grocery shopping, closer 
to town, and close to Hid-
den Valley with its biking 
and walking trails. This 
site is currently for sale 
so my question is: why 
would we want to destroy 
the Trezona Trail?  The 
initial construction nois-
es from chainsaws, bull-
dozers, and gravel trucks 
which will later be fol-
lowed by diminished tree 
cover and overall din from 
the proposed Miner’s 
Lake RV park will greatly 
dimmish the trail’s current 
tranquility.  

Nan Snyder
Ely
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We welcome 
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300 
words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily 
for length and clarity.

 Letters are a great 
way to offer your input 
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page. We want to 
know what you think!

NEW...Cont. from page  4
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Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com
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the day seem too complex and the path 
forward blurred or dim, I want to stand 
with those who are shining a bright 
light.  

I want to experience excitement 
for the start of a new year and joyful 
anticipation for the things yet to be dis-
covered. I want to be strong and brave 
as we set goals and overcome the bar-
riers that stand in the way of reaching 
them. I want to be an inspiration and 
a source of wisdom whenever possible 
for the next generation taking hold of 
life’s baton.  I want to face the future 
with resolve. 

No one is saying that the year 2024 
will be easy. In fact, signs suggest we 
may be entering one of the most criti-
cal periods in human history. Our met-
tle is sure to be tested.

If our ancestors could ring our 
phones, they might assure us that we 
will get through this if we pull togeth-
er and hold fast to the core principles 
that guided human beings before us 
through their darkest of times. Accep-
tance, Respect, Cooperation, Honesty, 
Fairness, Patience, Perseverance, Un-
derstanding and Gratitude are just a 
few principle values that can sustain 
our hope and vision. They’re worth a 
moment of serious reflection.  If our 
children and grandchildren could find 
the words, they might tell us that we 
have no choice but to stay hopeful. 
They might beg us to tackle the tough 
stuff first, and act quickly and decisive-
ly for their protection and best interests 
before it’s too late. Just imagine.

I pause on the road and take a long 
look around. The trees are covered in 
hoarfrost. The frozen creek catches 
rays from the rising sun. Everything 
sparkles. The beauty is breathtaking. 
I am filled with awe, thankful to be 
alive, convinced in this moment that 
there just is no other way to be. 

 

The year there was no winter
Minnesotans were befuddled.
They thought that Mother Nature
had all her seasons muddled.

How can you trust creation 
with no snow in January?
Winter’s supposed to follow fall.
It makes a person wary

to look outside and see the grass
instead of drifts knee deep.
What’s left that you can count on?
It’s enough to make you weep.

Greeting friends is difficult:
you meet someone out walking.
If you can’t complain about 
the snow,
what’s the use of talking?

Even though the streets are bare,
winter blahs descend.
You can’t go skiing on concrete.
Even though you might pretend.

What’s up with Mother Nature?
Why can’t she comprehend
that this just doesn’t work for us?
Why won’t she make amends?

If she’d just send some snow 
right now
down on bare Minnesota,
we’d feel the world 
was right again
once we got our quota.

Forecasters don’t know 
what to do.
The shortage strikes them dumb.
They start to make up weather
that they know will never come.

“30% chance of flurries”
they say, hopeful that reality
will heed and reassert itself, 
but the skies maintain neutrality.

Snow blower sales have 
bottomed out.
Snowplows sit and rust.
Ski areas have prayer meetings,
but the folks are losing trust.

Minnesotans’ self-esteem
is wrapped up in our snow.
It takes courage and builds 
character
to survive the wintry blow.

Folks who fled to Florida
were soft and couldn’t take it.
Get with it, Mother Nature,
we’re tough and won’t forsake it.

Let storm clouds build and rumble
to blanket this bare earth.
Allow us Minnesotans to
rebuild our low self-worth.

A poem by Betty Firth written in 
1987 updated for 2023

The Year There Was No Winter
a poem by Betty Firth, Timberjay columnist



TOWER- While the lack of 
snow meant no group snowshoe-
ing or cross-county ski outings 
through early January, members 
of the Vermilion Area Activi-
ty Club just continued hiking, 
some weekends on snow-dusted 
trails, and then some Wednesday 
evenings around the Tower Ski 
Trail’s lighted loop.

The group, organized on 
Facebook, boasts 236 members, 
though usually around a dozen or 
so show up for the weekly orga-
nized hikes. The hikes are recre-
ational and designed for those of 
all abilities, including seasoned 
athletes and recreational walkers.

“Our primary focus will be 
getting together to enjoy the great 
outdoors through activities,” 
group organizers write on their 
Facebook page.

The group’s first real winter 
activity will be a snowshoeing 
get-together on Tower’s Pine 
Ridges Trail at 12:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 14. The route will 
follow the outer loop of this new 
trail system, which is relatively 
level and very suitable for snow-
shoeing. Pets are welcome to 
come along also. This new trail is 
well marked, with new maps in-
stalled at the trailhead and at trail 
intersections.

The Pine Ridges Trail is lo-
cated on the north side of Tower, 
just past Vermilion Senior Living 
off of Birch St. N.

The ski trails are now 
off-limits for hiking and snow-
shoeing, to get a solid base ready 
for cross-country ski grooming. 

Group member Aaron Kania 
said once there is enough snow 
for grooming, dogs are not al-
lowed on the ski trails because 
they can damage the ski tracks. 

The city did mow the trails this 
summer, making them a nice 
dog-friendly hiking option.

The Pine Ridges Trail is a 
great alternative for winter hik-
ing and snowshoeing options 
with dogs this winter, he said. 
Group members hope to keep a 

snowshoe trail open on the low-
er loop this winter. The Ancient 
Cedars Trail, accessible off the 
Mesabi Trail in Tower, is also 
suitable for snowshoeing, though 
poles are recommended for the 
steeper sections.
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Jan. 16.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Week of Jan. 15

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ENJOYING THE SEASON

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Please Donate! New Mower Needed!

  Let’s raise enough money this fall, so in the 
spring of 2024, the Cemetery Board can 
purchase new mowing equipment.
  Two weeks ago, we reported on the expenses 
for the 2023 season. It is not like several years 
ago when a five or ten dollar bill went much 
farther. The Cemetery Board would appreciate 
if you can contribute to what we are calling 
“a special fund just for new mower equipment 
in 2024.”

   Many thanks to all and especially some of 
the large donations. It is those who give that 
keep the Lakeview Cemetery grounds so nice. 
If it wasn’t for you all, I don’t know who would 
maintain our local cemetery in Tower. I will 
start this fund going and donate one hundred 
dollars!

Secretary Leonard Stefanich
The Tower Cemetery Assoc.
P.O. Box 874
Tower, MN 55790

TSHS weekly winner
TOWER-  The Char-

lemagne’s 52 Club $100 
cash winner for week 23 
is Dave Mesojedec of 
Hermantown and Lake 
Vermilion. Dave has gen-
erously donated his $100 
cash prize to the Historic 
Fire Hall project.

The winner of the 
$100 cash prize Charlem-
agne’s 52 Club Week 24 
is Ryan Hujanen of Mt. 
Iron.  

History Tidbit: 
The story of Mrs. Carrie 
Christina Bystrom is a 
testament to the resilience 
and courage of early pi-
oneers who settled in the 
Iron Range area. As the 
first white woman to ar-
rive in Tower in 1884 she 
faced numerous challeng-
es in a largely unbroken 
wilderness. Walking for 
four days from Duluth, 
Mrs. Bystrom braved the 
journey on foot to join 
her husband and arrived 
in Tower to find only two 
houses in the town. De-
spite the difficult circum-
stances, she persevered 
and settled in the area 
with her husband Erik, 
who worked as a carpen-
ter for the Minnesota Iron 
Company.

History Tidbit: The 
Mother’s Day Fire of 
1992 is a true story of 
personal heroism played 
out in the midst of the 
fire’s fury.  DNR and U.S. 
Forest Service fire crews, 
volunteer fire depart-
ments, and neighbors all 
pitched in to save most of 
the homes along Cty. Rd. 
26 and Hwy. 169.  It’s a 
story that needs to be told 
as part of our city’s his-
torical record and can be 
found on our brand new, 
to-be-launched this month 
TSHS website http://
www.towersoudanhistory.
com. 

Bookmobile stops
 REGIONAL- The 

Arrowhead Bookmobile 
will be in the Tower-Sou-
dan area on Wednesday,  
Jan. 24.

Stops include: Britt 
(Sand Lake Storage): 
9 - 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte 
(Boys & Girls Club): 
11 - 11:30  a.m.; Green-
wood (Town Hall): 12 – 1 
p.m.; Soudan (Post Office 
area): 2:30 - 3:30  p.m.; 
Tower (Civic Center): 
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.; and Em-
barrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy 
21): 5 – 6 p.m. 

For more information 
on the Bookmobile or 
Mail-A-Book services, 
contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.
info, or website at alslib.
info.

Thank 
You to 

the 
Tower-
Soudan 

Civic Club

Operation Santa would not happen without the volunteer and monetary 
support received from the Tower-Soudan Civic Club. We would like to thank 
the following people and organizations for their assistance this year!

Volunteers: Mary Oman, Corky Eloranta, Catherine Farley, Peter and 
Elaine McGillivray, and Jeff and Kathy Lovgren.

Donations: Lake Country Power Operation Roundup®, Tower-Soudan 
Civic Club, Corrine Hill, Mary Oman, Teresa Dolinar, Alberta Whitemack, 
Dianne Weinzierl, Tim Plimmer, Colleen and Jerry Lepper, Judy Politano, Di-
ane Frerichs, Maggie Manion, Lois Garbish, Lois Nelson, Nancy Lindbeck, 
Noreen Saukko, Anni Knutson, Michelle Sherwood, Kathy Sacchetti, Barb 
Schmidt, Vickie Lange, and Marit Kringstad.

TOWER- St. Paul’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church hosted 
their New Year’s Eve Day Ser-
vice at 8:30 a.m. at the Tower 
Cafe. St. Paul’s sponsored the 
meal for all the 26 community 
members who attended the ser-
vice. Michelle Anderson, the 
music teacher at Tower-Soudan 
Elementary, was the featured 
musician at the service.

Everyone enjoyed the deli-
cious breakfast and the church 
would like to extend a special 

thank you to the owners and staff 
of the newly-reopened Tower 
Café.  The breakfast was deli-
cious and service exceptional.

St. Paul’s services are 8:30 
a.m. on Sundays along with Sun-
day School and fellowship after, 
at the church, which is located in 
Soudan on Church St.

All are welcome and encour-
aged to come and see what we 
are about.

Club helps keep community active and outdoors

Free community 
meal at Immanuel

TOWER- Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tow-
er will host a free com-
munity meal on Wednes-
day, Jan. 24 from 4:30 
– 6:30 p.m., or until the 
food is gone. The meal 
this month is turkey gra-
vy over mashed potatoes. 

All are welcome. Dine-in 
or carry-out available.

Little Church to 
meet Jan. 13

VERMILION 
LAKE TWP- The Little 
Church will hold a spe-
cial meeting on Saturday, 
Jan. 13 at 10 a.m. We 
always welcome anyone 

and are looking for peo-
ple interested in keeping 
The Little Church pre-
served and maintained 
in our community.  The 
Little Church is located 
on Co. Rd. 26/Wahl-
sten Rd. Any questions 
contact Len Hujanen at 
218-749-2014.

Indoor walking at 
the Timber Hall

EMBARRASS- This 
winter the Timber Hall 
will be open for indoor 
walking on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m. 

Karate classes in 
Embarrass

EMBARRASS- Ka-
rate North Tae Kwon Do 
will be holding classes 
at the Timber Hall Event 
Center, 4855 Hwy. 21, on 
Mondays and Wednes-
days. Beginner classs is 
from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
and color belt students 
from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Cost is $20 per month per 
person.

Café hosts service for St. Paul’s

The club’s next outing is 
on Sunday, Jan. 14 at 12:30 
p.m. at the Pine Ridges 
Trail, which is located at the 
end of Birch St., just past 
Vermilion Senior Living in 
Tower. The outer loop trail 
is relatively level and a 
good beginners snowshoe 
trail. 
submitted photos

Above: A group of hikers, not all pictured, got ready to hike 
the lighted ski trail loop earlier this month.



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey 
St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
4:00 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, 712 S. Central 
Ave., Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-2 pm

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday
Group community 

educational lunch gather-
ing meets every Tuesday 
at noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who 
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 
Tuesday Group is now on 
winter holiday hiatus.

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

Jan. 16: Bio-Bugs 
for Iron for Sulfate Re-
moval & Zebra Mussel 
Control with Jeff Hanson

Jan. 23: Ely Film 
Festival: Stories We Build, 
Stories We Tell

In Brief

Support groups

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

WINDOWS INTO YESTERDAY

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2024

inside warm windows
winter finally proceeds

the yard becomes white

Ely Public Library 
ELY- The library will 

be closed on Jan. 15 for 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.

The Library Scientists 
group will meet on Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, from 3-4 
p.m. The topic this month 
will be meteorites. Par-
ticipants will learn about 
meteors, meteorites, as-
teroids, and test scientists 
use on rocks to identify 
them. This program is for 
grades 4-6. Please register 
in advance so the library 
can order enough materi-
als for all who attend.

The library will cele-
brate National Shelfie Day 
on Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
from 2-3 p.m. This pro-
gram is for all ages. Learn 
about this library-centric 
holiday and have the li-
brary staff take your photo 
with your favorite shelf in 
the library. Please register 
in advance so the library 
can order enough materi-
als for all who attend.

The library’s new pro-
gram for adults, the Curi-
osity Cohort, will meet on 
Thursday, Feb. 1, from 

1-2:30 p.m. The topic will 
be making homemade 
truffles. The program this 
month will be part demon-
stration, and part hands-
on participation, on how 
to make chocolate truffles. 
Please register in advance 
so the library can order 
enough materials for all 
who attend.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 
at 224 E. Chapman St., 
unless otherwise noted.
Babbitt Public 
Library

BABBITT- The li-
brary now has new hours: 
Monday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
Friday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The Reading Wonder-
land Winter Reading Pro-
gram is holding a coloring 
contest for adults. Entries 
will be accepted through 
Feb. 29. Pick up a col-
oring page at the library. 
Use colored pencils only. 
Prizes will be awarded for 
the best picture.

This month’s raffle at 

the library is for applique 
stove towels and quilted 
book bags. Stop by and 
pick up raffle tickets at the 
circulation desk.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Wednesday 
at 10:30 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Babbitt Public Li-
brary at 71 South Drive 
unless otherwise noted.
Ely Ice Rink

ELY- The rec center 
ice rink is now open. De-
pendng on the weather, the 
rink will have an attendant 
and the bathrooms will be 
open Monday through 
Friday, 3-8 p.m.; Satur-
day, noon-8 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 1-6 p.m. Check 
the city’s Facebook page 
or ely.mn.us/reccenter for 
closures due to adverse 
weather.
Ely Ice Arena

ELY- The Ely Ice 
Arena on the Ely School 
District campus is open 
for skating on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thurs-
day, from 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
through March 4, except 
when school is closed for 
holidays. To see an entire 

schedule and to register 
for this no-cost activity, 
go to ely.k12.mn.us/com-
munityed.
Auditions

ELY- General audi-
tions for the March NLAA 
production of “Fiddler on 
the Roof” will be on Mon-
day, Jan. 15, from 6-8 
p.m. Auditions will be at 
the Vermilion Fine Arts 
Theater, 1900 E. Camp St. 
The performance dates for 
the musical are March 14-
17 and 21-23.
Community Dance

ELY- The Ely Folk 
School will hold a com-
munity dance on Saturday, 
Jan. 13, starting at 7 p.m., 
at the Ely Senior Center. 
Cost is $10 at the door, 
youths dance for free. All 
dances are taught live, so 
people of all ages and skill 
levels can participate.
Northern Lakes 
Concert Series

ELY- The inaugural 
concert of the Northern 
Lakes Arts Association’s 
concert series features 
the extraordinary percus-
sion skills of Zack Bal-

tich, a phenomenal artist 
who attended school here 
in Ely, alongside author 
Alec Osthoff, another Ely 
Memorial High School 
graduate. The concert is 
scheduled for Jan. 27 at 
6 p.m. at the Vermilion 
Fine Arts Theater, 1900 
E. Camp St. Tickets are 
available at https://www.
northernlakesarts.org/pro-
grams - then click the cal-
endar for Jan. 27.
Polka Party!

ELY- The Ely Se-
nior Center is throwing 
a Polka Party on Jan. 27, 
starting at noon. The cost 
is $15 which includes a 
Polish-themed lunch and 
an afternoon of polka with 
live music.
List Your Event

Do you have an up-
coming Babbitt, Ely, or 
Winton event? Email 
event details, location, 
time, place and event cost 
to catie.timberjay@gmail.
com by close-of-business 
on the Tuesday the week 
before the event takes 
place for a free notice.

ELY- Back in the 1920s, Ely 
cross-country and downhill skiers 
became interested in ski jump-
ing. It’s not certain just when ski 
jumping began, but one of the 
first enthusiasts was Lenny Nap-
pa. In 1923, a rather crude jump 
constructed of lumber was built 
just west of Central Ave., behind 
what is now the Oasis Internation-
al Church. There was a hill and a 
substantial hollow below it, the re-
sult of a city gravel pit. 

Once, Lenny Nappa’s skis 

came off as he went off the jump. 
“Head over heels! All I could do 
was to tuck in my head!” But he 
survived with only a broken ankle.

The jump blew down the next 
year, but by 1927, it was rebuilt 
and stayed in use until the 1950s. 
Neighborhood kids like me dared 
one another to climb up the rick-
ety slide in summer. Boards were 
either missing or loose, so some of 
us never did make it to the top.

A much better site for a jump 
was found at what later became 
Hidden Valley. It too bordered 
a gravel pit. In 1961 the Ely Ski 
Club was organized, and a steel 
jump and a heated chalet was 

constructed. In 1983, a second ski 
jump of 70 meters was built.

Warren Nikkola was quoted, 
saying that as a skier lifted off the 
70 meter slide, he was going at 53 
mph. “You were 200 feet in the air, 
and the ground just faded away. If 
you were nervous, you’d better 
not be up there!”

Ely sent ski jumpers to the 
Junior National Championships 
in all but two years between 1959 
and 1982. Jim Grahek qualified for 
the Lake Placid Olympics and Jim 
Williams finished fourth in Senior 
Ski Jumping. Others who went to 
Lake Placid were Al Wiinikainen, 
Mickey Tomsich, Bob Banovetz, 

John Jeffrey, and Bill Rom.
The 1990s saw a waning of 

interest in jumping. In addition, 
the skyrocketing cost of liability 
insurance became prohibitive. Ski 
jumping was and is a risky busi-
ness. The Hidden Valley chalet be-
came idle. The 70-meter jump was 
sold to the Norge Ski Club of Fox 
River, Ill., where it was rebuilt. It 
is still in use today. The smaller 
jump was also sold and disman-
tled, but to whom and where is not 
recorded in the historical society 
files.

Skiing has now come full 
circle, going back to the days of 
Asarius Autio, a Finnish National 
Champion, who lived and skied in 
Ely in the early 1900s. He was a 
famous cross-country skier, which 
was the rage then.

And now it is again. Bob 
Carey and Bob Somers began the 
renovation of Hidden Valley by 
clearing and widening ski trails. 
The Ely Youth Ski League and 
the Wilderness Trek trails took 
the place of the ski jumps. Thanks 
go to people like Paul Pengal and 
Paula Anderson for this success.

The “up, up” still is the 
“away,” but now it is really some-
thing that is enjoyed by many ski-
ers, if not jumpers.

 Thanks to Johnnie Hyde for 
her 2006 Winter Times article on 
winter sports in Ely. Pictures of 
the three ski jumps, the skiers, 
and Hidden Valley are on display 
at the Vermilion Campus of Min-
nesota North College. Call the of 
the Ely-Winton Historical Society 
office at 218-365-3226 for more 
information.

Up, up and away: Ely’s ski jumping legacy

by DAVID KESS
Ely-Winton Historical Society Editor

An early ski jump in Ely, on the west side of Central Ave., at a former city gravel pit at the 
end of W. Pattison St. The remains of the gravel pit are still there to the south of the Ely-
Bloomenson Community Hospital, though the jump is long gone. submitted photo

ELY- A group of con-
cerned citizens are orga-
nizing a chapter of a group 
called the Braver Angels 
Alliance. The chapter is 
part of a national move-
ment consisting of people 
from both sides of the po-
litical divide. The aim of 
the alliance it to restore ci-
vility to both local and na-
tional political discourse. 

After an encouraging 
first meeting in Decem-
ber, which drew over 50 
people, the local chapter 
will hold its next meet-
ing next week at the Ely 
Senior Center, 27 S. 1st 
Ave. E., on Thursday, Jan. 
18, at 6:30 p.m. For now, 
the group plans to hold 
its meetings on the third 
Thursday of each month at 
this time and location.

The meeting next 
Thursday will discuss the 

“Depolarizing Within” 
concept, which is about 
developing skills to con-
verse with people with 
differing views. “Depo-
larizing Within” is also 
about interjecting depolar-
ization into conversations 
with like-minded people. 
The goal is to explore and 
share experiences of po-
larization within the Ely 
community. According to 
one of the Ely chapter’s 
organizers, Johnnie Hyde, 
anyone interested in at-
tending on Thursday will 
find it helpful — but not 
mandatory or necessary — 
to take the no-cost “Depo-
larizing Within” e-course 
at braverangels.org before 
the meeting.

Also on the agenda for 
Jan. 18 will be a discussion 
of where the group wants 
to go at future meetings. 

Possibilities include con-
versations on issues rele-
vant to the Ely community, 
learning more about skills 
for having depolarizing 
conversations with friends 
and family on controver-
sial subjects, sharing about 
national Braver Angels 
podcasts or workshops. 
The discussion will wel-
come suggestions on activ-
ities to create more curios-
ity and less controversy in 
local civil interactions. 

“We will also hold 
workshops with the Min-
nesota Braver Angels vol-
unteers trained as mod-
erators or facilitators. 
Depolarizing Within is one 
of those workshops that we 
had hoped could happen 
soon,” Hyde commented 
in a statement, “but it takes 
a month or two to come 
up with the volunteers be-

cause they have to come 
from Minneapolis.” The 
group hopes to hold its first 
workshops in February. 

Hyde encourages 
those interested to join the 
national Braver Angels 
Alliance, which costs just 
$12. Joining helps the Ely 
Alliance by showing there 
is broad local interest. This 
would allow the Minneso-
ta chapter to help the local 
chapter find moderators 
and other volunteers need-
ed to offer workshops, to 
list the Ely group on the 
national website, and per-
haps obtain funding. 

“But nothing we do 
will require a fee of any 
kind,” Hyde stated. She 
also encouraged people to 
join the chapter’s Face-
book group, Ely Alliance 
Braver Angels, and to post 
and like comments there. 

The group also needs vol-
unteers to help with out-
reach, event and workshop 
planning, fundraising to 
pay for things like renting 
the senior center, printed 
materials, and ads. Even 
baking cookies for meet-
ings is welcome.

“We need all perspec-
tives,” Hyde said. “Invite 
those you know, and don’t 
be intimidated if they have 
strong opinions. If you are 
uncomfortable inviting 
someone who you think 
would be a good fit for the 
group, email us and we can 
do that.

The local chapter 
can be contacted at Ely-
BraverAngels@gmail.
com. “Let us know your 
thoughts and suggestions. 
Ultimately, this is your 
group,” Hyde stated.

Become a braver angel for Ely
CIVIC INVOLVEMENT



FIELD TWP- The 
countdown is on to the 
11th annual Empty Bowl 
Event on Friday, Feb. 2 
from 4:30-7 p.m. at North 
Woods School, a fund-
raiser for food shelves in 
Cook and Orr.

Buy a handmade 
bowl made by students 
for $10 and get a hearty 
soup meal. Take a chance 
on the $1 raffle baskets, 
face painting and enjoy 
wheel-throwing demon-
strations. Come meet the 
current Miss Minnesota, 

Angelina Amerigo.
In addition to this 

fundraiser, the art club 
will be raising funds to 
support the families of 
Travon Boshey and Mat-
thew Goggleye.

This event is open to 
the public and all are wel-
come.
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL COMMUNITY NOTES

ORR CITY COUNCIL 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County 
Environmental Services 

Department 
221188--774499--99770033
Office hours 8-4:30 
Monday through Friday 

www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittiieess  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

AAsshh  RRiivveerr  TTrraaiill  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
11391 Ash River Trail 

Winter Hours 
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

KKaabbeettooggaammaa  LLaakkee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
10150 Gamma Rd 

Winter Hours 
Wed: noon—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

OOrrrr  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
4038 Hwy 53 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon 

Sat: 8am—noon 

PPoorrttaaggee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Area Solid Waste Facility 
site hours 

A 
Tradition
of Trust

•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by

Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

ORR- Deferred to 
Monday from December’s 
Orr City Council meeting, 
council members settled 
on a compromise for the 
2024 property tax levy, 
coming in with an eight 
percent increase.

City clerk Angela 
Lindgren told the council 
that she had been able to 
balance the proposed city 
budget with a five percent 
increase, but the city’s au-
ditor, Bonnie Sterle, had 
recommended going with 
10 percent to provide for 
future needs.

“Bonnie said that after 
last year, she didn’t think 
it was a bad idea to keep it 
at ten percent,” Lindgren 
said. “She just said the 
trend is that everything 
is going up, expenditures 
are going up. Even with 
the elimination of the 
(deputy clerk) position 
we’re very dependent on 
the liquor store and what 
happens with their rev-
enue. I’m looking at the 
budget and going through 
it we’re slashing things. I 
don’t know if that was to 
make the budget match 
before, I don’t know why 
we’re coming in lower 
that what expenditures 

were previously, so I tired 
bringing them back up to 
where they were and came 
up with the five percent. 
Continuing forward with 
wages and three percent 
increase it may be difficult 
to maintain.”

The levy increase will 
also allow the city to com-
pensate for any decreased 
revenues due to closures 
and staffing as well as an-
ticipated rises in expenses 
due to inflation and up-
keep, maintenance, and 
operation of city utilities.

Council member 
Bruce Black asked if there 
were any outstanding ex-
penses from December 
that the council needed to 
account for, but Lindgren 
said no.

“I’ll stick my neck 
out there,” Black said. 
“We OK the budget and 
we OK an eight percent 
increase. And we’re going 
to have to figure out a way 
to tighten our belt quick.”

“We’re going to have 
to find out in each depart-
ment what is going on, 
what the cost is like any 
other business,” council 
member John Jirek add-
ed. “Where are we head-
ed, where are we going? 
Some of the decisions are 
not going to be great. But 
once again, here we are 

into this year and we have 
to make this decision. I 
agree with eight percent 
because it just give you a 
little bit of (room).”

The motion to ap-
prove the budget with an 
eight percent levy increase 
passed unanimously. The 
approved 2024 budget in-
cludes three general fund 
transfers to fire protection, 
the Tourist Information 
Center, and community 
center totaling $19,123, a 
lodging tax transfer to the 
TIC of $2,000, and three 
transfers from the liquor 
store to water, wastewa-
ter, and the airport totaling 
$21,000.

The council’s ap-
proval of the city’s work-
ers compensation and 
health insurance policies 
prompted another discus-
sion about possible ways 
to save money with the 
health insurance benefit. 
The health insurance pol-
icy automatically renewed 
on Jan. 1, with employees 
covered at 100 percent for 
premiums, deductible and 
co-pays, Lindgren said.

It was suggested that 
the city could possibly 
go out for bids for a new 
plan, but Jirik said that 
with the auto-renewal 
the city should consid-
er itself locked in to the 

current plan for this year 
and should start planning 
ahead for 2025.

Lindgren suggested 
taking a look at what the 
city pays for employee 
coverage in light of the 
city’s wage increases.

“One of the things 
we’ve been doing is hav-
ing high coverage of in-
surance because the wag-
es were lower,” Lindgren 
said. “With making a 
swing to increase wages 
we should really be look-
ing at changing insurance 
coverage.”

While acknowledging 
looking at the city’s con-
tributions could be an op-
tion, Jirik firmly stressed 
that change should happen 
for the next plan year, not 
this one.

“We need to look into 
this, but we can’t screw 
around the people who 
are here, period,” he said. 
“I think we move forward 
with what we have for 
2024. For following years, 
what’s our budget, where 
are we at, we just have to 
do that. But we just can’t 
do it in January.”

Council member Han-
nah Manick agreed.

“I think we should 
just stick with what we 
have for now, and keep in-
vestigating to see what we 

can do,” she said.
In other business, the 

council:
Accepted a $500 

donation for the ambu-
lance service from Brian 
and Barbara Eggert, in 
recognition of Donna and 
Bill Hoffer; a $5,025 do-
nation to the ambulance 
service from Michael Mc-
Cann, in memory of Diane 
McCann; and an anony-
mous $200 donation to the 
fire department.

Designated Bruce 
Black as acting mayor in 
the absence of the mayor.

Appointed Mayor 
Robert Antikainen as nox-
ious weed inspector.

Designated the 
Cook News Herald as the 
city’s official newspaper. 
The council traditional-
ly rotates the designation 
between the News Herald 
and the Timberjay, which 
was the official newspaper 
in 2023.

Appointed Sterle 
and Co. as the city’s audit-
ing firm.

Appointed the Klun 
Law Firm as the city’s at-
torney and Fryberger, Bu-
chanan, Smith and Feder-
ick, P.A. as bond counsel.

Appointed Bench-
mark Engineering as the 
city engineer, with Bollig, 
Inc. getting the nod for 

airport task orders.
Designated Park 

State Bank, the League 
of Minnesota Cities 4M 
Fund, RBC Wealth Man-
agement Investments, and 
First Horizon as the city’s 
financial institutions and 
assigned signatories for 
each.

Reviewed standing 
committee assignments 
and revised as needed.

Approved the IRS 
standard mileage reim-
bursement rate of $0.67.

Heard a report from 
ambulance director Donna 
Hoffer. The service made 
180 runs in 2023, 33 of 
which were mutual aid 
runs for Nett Lake and 
Cook. Eighteen medical 
transport runs were made. 
Hoffer said the service has 
recruited two more EMTs, 
and that an upcoming first 
responder training course 
has 17 people signed up 
for it.

Approved an engi-
neering task order for the 
airport runway crack seal 
project.

Heard from Alan 
Johnson of Benchmark 
who offered the firm’s 
assistance in locating al-
ternative sources of fund-
ing for any proposed city 
projects.

Orr council approves eight percent tax levy increase
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- Elsie Hyppa, 
of Cook, has been named 
to the College of Agricul-
tural and Life Sciences 
Dean’s List at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son for the fall semester 
of the 2023-24 academic 
year.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List, students must 
complete a minimum of 
12 credits in that semester. 
Each university school or 
college sets its own GPA 
requirements for students 
to be eligible to receive the 
distinction.

Art students prep for Feb. 
2 Empty Bowl fundraiser

Cook student gets academic 
honors at UW-Madison

Dairyland Donkey Ball invaded North Woods 
School on Tuesday, sponsored by Student 
Council and North Woods PTO. Photos clockwise 
from upper left: An unruly donkey plays dead; 
Mike Boone sets up for a classic hook shot; 
Beth Wilenius and Blake Scofield tug hard to get 
their obstinate donkeys to move as they try to 
retrieve the ball; Will Kleppe gracefully (or not) 
dismounts; Blake Scofield struggles to get on 
top of his ride so he can shoot the ball; North 
Woods Principal Kelly Engman puts up a shot in 
front of a jam packed set of bleachers.
    photos by D. Colburn

Donkeys rule the court at North Woods
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high school friend of Mike 
and Billie Rouse’s. Mike 
is the K-12 vocal music 
teacher for the Ely School 
District and is the teacher 
in charge of the musical. 
Billie, Mike’s wife, is one 
of the volunteers from the 
community, having taken 
on the role typical of a pro-
ducer, i.e. coordinating the 
volunteer staff and arrang-
ing almost everything.

“I met Mark in high 
school,  in 1971-72,” 
Billie told the Timberjay. 
“We attended Hamilton 
Southeastern High School 
together, just outside of 
Fishers, Ind. When we 
started this project, I con-
tacted Mark and asked, 
‘Can you help us with 
anything for the show?’ 
and he said, ‘You go ahead 
and dream as big as you can 
dream.’”

After consulting with 
the rest of the production 

crew, Billie told Dodd 
that it would be great to 
have stage mics for the 
kids, good stage lighting, 
and several other wish-list 
items. Dodd said, “Sure, 
whatever you want.”

Billie had to mention to 
Dodd at this point that Ely 
was a small school and the 
musical had a small budget. 

Dodd told her it wouldn’t 
cost anything.

“This isn’t  for a 
budget,” Dodd said. “This 
is what you do for friends.”
A gift from Dodd

Mark Dodd’s dona-
tion to “Frozen” in Ely 
is substantial. “He’s pro-
vided mics, lights, snow 
machines, a hazer, the pro-

jectors, the projector oper-
ator,” Billie related. “He’s 
provided two round-trip 
tickets from Indianapolis, 
the operator’s salary, and 
anything that the operator 
may need while he’s here.”

The production equip-
ment operator from Dodd 
Technologies, Robert 
Gough, has been with the 
firm for 26 years. “I’ve been 
there longer than anyone 
else, other than the Dodd 
family,” Gough told the 
Timberjay.

Gough has worked on 
some mammoth production 
jobs over the years. “The 
biggest was at the Anaheim 
Hilton (Convention Center) 
in California. “It was two 
weeks long, used 13 semis, 
and a crew of 60,” Gough 
recalled.

 Gough traveled to 
Ely to set up the stage 
equipment during the first 
week in January. It took 

him three days to assem-
ble everything before he 
returned to Indiana. His 
work included dressing 
the proscenium arch with 
special paper so it could be 
used as part of the scenery 
and set projections. The 
projectors are monsters, 
taking up rows X, Y, and 
Z in the center section of 
Washington Auditorium. 
Their placement is why 
there are no seats for sale 
in the center section past 
row W.

The graphics used by 
the two huge projectors 
are either from Disney or 
designed by Gough. “The 
video on the back screen 
is provided by Disney,” 
Gough explained. “The 
custom graphics around 
the stage proscenium is 
what I created to make it fit 
magically. For the opening 
and intermission, I wanted 
to represent images of and 

around Ely.”
Gough will return to 

Ely on Jan. 15 and will 
stay to operate the stage 
equipment for all four 
performances of “Frozen.” 
Then he will break it down 
and pack it up for shipping 
back to Pendleton.

He told the Timberjay 
that his first trip last week 
to Ely was all business, and 
that he had no time to see 
the local sights. He added, 
“When I return on Jan. 15, 
I have several local spots I 
plan on visiting. Billie has 
been wonderful in pointing 
out what to see and do.”

When asked what his 
impression was of the Ely 
area, he was impressed 
by Ely’s “good-hearted 
people,” adding that “I love 
the small-town feeling … 
There is an unspoken and 
respectful (feeling) here 
that makes me want to 
return.”

during the 2022-23 school 
year to be the only high 
school in Minnesota with 
the rights to perform the full 
Broadway musical version 
of Disney’s Frozen.

Signs proclaiming 
“Welcome to Arendelle” 
are scheduled to appear 
this week along Sheridan 
St. The Ely Chamber of 
Commerce has requested 
that area businesses leave 
their holiday decorations 
and lights up through Jan. 
21 to help celebrate the 
musical.
Short-term rentals

In other business on 
Tuesday, the city council 
voted to reduce the number 
of short-term rental licenses 
in residential neighbor-
hoods from 35 to 25. A 
short-term rental in Ely’s 
city ordinances is defined 
as any rental of a residence 
lasting 30 days or less. 
There is no limit on short-
term rentals in commercial-
ly zoned areas.

The council discussed 
this action in detail at its 
Dec. 5 meeting as covered 
in the Dec. 8 edition of the 
Timberjay, but opted to 

give the public more time 
before enacting the change. 
At the time, the number of 
licensed short-term rentals 
in residential neighbor-
hoods was 21. By the end 
of December, that number 
had increased to 24. 

 “This was reported 
on over the last couple 
of months, so those in 
the docket to get a rental 
license I believe have 
received a license,” said 
Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski.

The maximum number 
of residential-zone short-
term rental licenses the 
city issued was 31 in 2021, 
after the city passed its 
first short-term rental ordi-
nance. The number of resi-
dential short-term licenses 
has dropped steadily since. 

Councilors indicated 
they felt that evolving 
market conditions had led 
to the decline. “The mar-
ketplace has taken care of 
this in favor of lowering 
the number of licenses 
(issued),” said council 
member Paul Kess.
Gillson apologizes

Jason Gillson asked to 

speak to the city council in 
open forum. Gillson, who 
was arrested on multiple 
felony charges in Ely in 
August and September, 
apologized to the city 
council for his actions. “I 
just wanted to make that 
clear to everybody that 
has been very apologetic 
for what has happened,” 
Gillson said in a rambling 
statement. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Minnesota court records, 
Gillson has a settlement 
hearing on his charges on 
Feb. 12, indicating that a 
plea bargain may be in the 
works.

Gillson was charged 
with a felony on August 20 
for allegedly discharging a 
firearm within city limits 
during an alleged alterca-
tion with his girlfriend. 

Gillson was charged 
with multiple felony counts 
on Sept. 13, including 
arson, discharging a firearm 
within a municipality, and 
flight from a peace officer 
in a motor vehicle, in an 
incident that started with 
a high-volume altercation 
with his girlfriend that was 

heard throughout the first 
block of E. Boundary and 
E. James Streets. 

In other business, the 
council:

 Scheduled a public 
hearing to review plans 
for the Fire Apparatus 
Building and the Ely Area 
Ambulance Garage on Jan. 
16 at 5 p.m.

 Approved the rec-
ommendation from Ely 
Utili t ies Commission 
(EUC) Customer Relations 
Commit tee  to  move 
forward with reimbursing 
an unnamed customer for 
their original $2,500 water 
and sewer availability 
charge by direct payment 
because of a leaking curb 
stop.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC 
to move forward with pur-
chasing a $14,793 replace-
ment unit if the variable 
feed drive repair by Mielke 
Electric does not work at 
the water treatment plant.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC 
to approve the $387,608 
payment of the EUC’s 
November bills.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC 
to move forward with the 
recommended 2024 EUC 
budget.

  Approved City 
of Ely and Ely Utilities 
Commission claims for 
payment for Jan. 2 for 
$91,814.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC 
to pay AMPTEK, $1,064 
for air compressor trou-
bleshooting and repair at 
the water treatment plant.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC 
to pay AE2S $18,999 for 
the Waste Water Treatment 
Facility Improvements 
Project and $1,675 for 
the WTP Improvements 
Project.

 Approved a recom-
mendation from the EUC to 
pay Mick Shusta $500 for 
A-Operator Services.

  Approved a rec-
ommendation from the 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission to have two 
meetings a month from 
January to May on the 
first and third Wednesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m.

 Approved the pur-
chase of a mini-excavator 
for $86,250.

 Denied the appeal of 
a failed sewer inspection at 
535 E Boundary St.

 Heard the report by  
Police Chief Chad Houde 
that lifetime dog licenses 
are now available for sale 
at the police department. 

 Approved the note 
and mortgage for the resi-
dential rehab loan for James 
and Brittney Thorstenson 
at 122 E. Harvey St. for 
$10,000 for a new energy 
efficient propane furnace.

  Approved 2024 
official city depositories 
of Frandsen Bank & Trust, 
Highland Bank and the 4M 
Fund. Mayor Heidi Omerza 
abstained from voting 
because she is married to 
an officer of Frandsen Bank 
and Trust.

  A p p r o v e d 
Resolution 2024-002, 
“Adopting the 2024 City 
of Ely Fee Schedule.”

Peterson said he’d like 
to see a taxing district based 
on parcels, not property 
value, and would like to see 
a district based out of Cook, 
which has a hospital. He 
also said, “my dream would 
be for Cook to consolidate 
with Virginia.”

Peterson asked the 
board to appoint two super-
visors to initiate discus-
sions on ambulance-related 
issues with other govern-
mental bodies.

C h a i r m a n  J o h n 
Bassing said he felt this 
approach was “a touch pre-
mature.” Bassing noted that 
the Ely hospital is currently 
conducting a study looking 
at solutions for ambulance 
service in the region.

“I don’t want to jump 
the shark,” he said.

Bassing also noted 
that the Tower Ambulance 
Service would have to relin-
quish their license and then 
reapply for the smaller area, 
though Peterson disagreed 
with this reading of state 
law. The Legislature would 
most likely also need to 
be involved. Ambulance 
service areas are established 
and overseen by the the 
state’s Emergency Medical 
Services Regulatory Board, 
or EMSRB.

Peterson said his 
request did not preclude 
working with Ely. On 
multiple occasions during 
the discussion, town board 
members were interrupted 
by Peterson.

S u p e r v i s o r  B a r b 
Lofquist said the board 
needed to consult with Bois 
Forte before beginning any 
discussions with Cook.

Portions of far western 
Greenwood Township, 

which is lightly populated, 
is already served by the 
Cook Ambulance.

On several occasions 
in past years, most recently 
in 2017, the township has 
rejected the idea of joining 
the Cook-Orr Healthcare 
District, which levies prop-
erty owners in the district to 
help fund both the hospital 
and ambulance services 
in Cook and Orr, because 
of the tax implications for 
township residents.

Lofquist noted that the 
Tower Ambulance Service 
has been taking calls in 
Cook, because Cook is 
struggling with staffing and 
has not been available to 
respond. The Cook service 
also covers a large rural area 
and responds to calls in the 
Orr Ambulance Service 
area when they are unable 
to respond. 

The board did approve 
appointing two super-
visors, Rick Stoehr and 
Sue Drobac, to discuss 
ambulance issues for the 
township with area gov-
ernmental bodies, but they 
did not set any immediate 
action.
Township Rd. 4136

Supervisor Drobac 
reported on initial dis-
cussions with the town-
ship attorney and St. 
Louis County Recorder’s 
Office about Birch Point 
Extension, Twp. Rd. 4136.

Drobac said the record-
er’s office wasn’t able to 
determine, at this point in 
time, if the road is technical-
ly a township road, because 
the required paperwork is 
not on file. She said they do 
have paperwork saying the 
road was transferred to the 
township, but the recorder 

doesn’t have “paper proof” 
that the township ever 
accepted the road.

The township had been 
paying the county for 
plowing and road mainte-
nance for many years. The 
county recently declined to 
continue plowing the road 
because the condition of 
the road, both the blacktop 
surface and the narrow 
width made it unsafe with 
the current county plow 
truck fleet. 

The road was platted 
back in 1921, but was never 
developed to the platted 
width of 66 feet.

Drobac said the town-
ship attorney advised that 
the township does have the 
authority to determine how 
to fix the road, and that the 
township can assess prop-
erty owners for the work.

Drobac said the record-
er’s office suggested having 
the township attorney or a 
title company research the 
history of the road own-
ership.
Parking lot paving

The board accepted the 
estimate of $143,820 from 
Benchmark Engineering 
for a mill and overlay of 
the town hall parking lot. 
Benchmark will now need 
to call for bids on the work. 
The quote includes the cost 
of having a Benchmark 
employee on-site during the 
project to ensure it is done to 
standards. A blacktop mill 
will be operating nearby 
the town hall this coming 
summer, for shoulder-wid-
ening on Cty. Rd. 115.

Chairman John Bassing 
said the board will be asking 
the IRRR if grant dollars 
would be available for the 
portion of the parking lot 

(approximately one-quarter 
of the total square footage) 
that is a designated helipad. 
The township will also be 
asking Benchmark the cost 
of paving a small area in 
front of the fire department 
storage building that is 
currently grass. This would 
make moving equipment 
in and out of the building 
easier.

The project would 
be funded from township 
reserves.
Pickleball

The Lake Vermilion 
Pickleball Association 
reported they now have 
a website and active 
Facebook page, are able 
to receive donations, are 
working on two grant appli-
cations, and will be sending 
out a donation request to all 
township property owners. 
The group has put in over 
300 volunteer hours so far 
and has received several 
thousand dollars in dona-
tions.

In other business, the 
board:

 Heard from treasurer 
Jeff Maus that township 
finances are holding steady 
year to year, with a total of 
over $666,000 at the end of 
January.

 Heard a question 
from a resident about the 
state of the township’s 
website, and a request that 
meeting agendas are posted 
online prior to the meeting, 
as well as information on 
township election voting.

 Accepted a $15,000 
donation from Bois Forte 
for the fire department.

 Heard that current 
supervisors Drobac and 
Lofquist have both filed for 
their seats. Lois Roskoski 
also has filed for the seat 

currently held by Drobac. 
No one has filed for the 
clerk seat at this time. 
Filings close on Jan. 16 at 
5 p.m.

  Approved $100 
donations for the St. Louis 
County Fair and Cook 
Library.

 Approved contract-
ing with internet provider 
CTC for telephone (VOIP) 
and fax service at a cost 
of $119 per month plus a 
$150 equipment/set-up fee. 
The township is currently 
paying $260/month for 
Frontier telephone service.

  Approved annual 
bonus payments to the six 
EMRs who qualified based 
on meeting call response 
and training requirements. 
The township also has one 
new EMR, for a total of 

seven. 
 Fire Chief Jeff Maus 

said the department has out-
lined their training schedule 
for 2024 and has added an 
additional monthly EMR 
training night.

  Heard the town-
ship has received a new 
vote-counting machine 
and election workers will 
receive training. The board 
appointed the absentee 
ballot board.

 Heard that the fire 
department has received 
a case of Narcan and is 
looking at becoming a site 
where Narcan can be dis-
tributed to the public. They 
are also looking at install-
ing an AED (automatic 
defibrillator) outdoors by 
the tennis court in the 
summer months.

GREENWOOD...Continued from page 1

Projectors erected by Dodd Technologies for use in 
the upcoming performance of Frozen. 
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and French toast on the 
griddle, and Jen was over-
seeing the dining room and 
manning the cash register.  
Thirteen-year-old Remy, 
the youngest of the new 
owners’ four sons, was 
waiting tables like a pro. 
Jen’s mother, 84-year old 
Marge Moser, was bussing 
dishes and resetting tables 
as they turned over. Son 
Rob, a recent graduate from 
VCC who is now working 
full-time for the DNR, was 
watching the cinnamon 
rolls bake in the convection 
oven, waiting to frost them 
with a big dab of icing. 

The smell of the rolls, 
smoky bacon, and sweet 
syrup mingled alongside 
the conversation. Folks 
stopping in before and 
after church on Sunday, 
friends meeting up, families 
stopping by, and of course, 
the old regulars who had 
missed their favorite break-
fast spot after the untimely 
death of the former business 
owner, due to complica-
tions from COVID.

But now the neon 
“open” sign was shining 
bright in the front window, 
and the community of 
Tower-Soudan was more 
than ready to have “its” café 
back in business.

“I haven’t had French 
toast in ages,” said Robin 
Majerle, as her grand-
daughter Cecilia was busy 
trying to finish up her kids’ 
portion of pancakes.

“I got full before I fin-
ished them,” said Cecilia, 
“but my dad finished them!”

Robin’s late husband 
Sheldon was a café regular, 
stopping by for coffee on 
a regular basis. The café’s 
regulars each had their 
own coffee cups, and those 
cups are still displayed on 
the wall. Growing up on 
Tower’s Main Street, Robin 
has fond memories of the 
café, but said she was often 
working at her family’s 
business the next block 
over, the Tower Bakery, so 
didn’t spend as much time 
there as she would have 
wanted.

The Majerles were 
sharing the café’s long 
table, often reserved for the 

coffee regulars, with other 
locals in town, some who 
were back on Sunday after 
eating breakfast at the café 
on Saturday.

Marge said the opening 
day on Saturday was 
“incredible.” And while 
the rather early wake-up 
call is something she will 
need to get used to, she said 
it’s something she had been 
accustomed to in her earlier 
days, when her children had 
paper routes.

She was especially 
proud of grandson Remy.

“You’d think he’s done 
this for years,” she said. 
Remy, on the other hand, 
was excited about the tips 
he was receiving, over 
$100 on the first day, but 
he added he was sharing 
them with the crew in the 
kitchen.

Dianna and Terry 
Sunsdahl were the first 
customers on Saturday 
morning, coming in shortly 
after the café opened at 
6 a.m.

“We woo-hoo’ed,” 
said Jen, who said they 
thought the overnight snow 
would be slowing people 
down.

“Between eight and 
nine we filled up,” she said.

The opening weekend 
certainly fulfilled the fami-
ly’s major goal of connect-
ing the community.

Customers ranged 
from young to old, with 
even some teenagers 

and early-20-somethings 
coming in with friends.

“We tried to have a 
touchpoint with everyone 
who came in,” she said. 
“Everyone had hot coffee 
right away.”

“We were  over -
whelmed with how many 
people were happy,” Jen 
said. “The amount of 
energy, enthusiasm, and 
excitement. People were 
giggling and snapping pic-
tures. There were so many 
people.”

Jen said they’ve been 
amazed at how welcoming 
the community has been, 
since they only recently 
moved to the area.

“We want to respect 
the history of the café,” she 
said. “This is a place where 
people feel welcome.” 
The café’s new Facebook 
page now shares photos 
from relatives of the Joe 
and Margaret Mesojedec 
family, who opened the 
café back in 1950.

Jen said people, even 
strangers who ended up 
sitting at the same tables, 
were connecting, chatting 
and telling stories.

“They weren’t just 
enjoying their meals,” she 
said. “The fact they enjoyed 
the environment and each 
other made us so happy.”
Family business

“Doing this as a family 
is very special,” she said. 
“With our three genera-

tions, it’s over the top!”
The family is working 

with some mentors and 
coaches.

“You don’t know what 
you don’t know,” Jen said. 
“We are learning.”

Jen, who works as 
a coach and consultant 
herself, understands the 
importance of finding 
people who do things better.

After each day wound 
down, the family and their 
new staff, including chef 
Chris Glazer and wait staff 
Kathy Vraa, talked about 
what went wrong, what 
they could improve, and 
what their favorite part of 
the morning had been.

Bob said he felt good, 
though tired, after his first 
weekend in the kitchen. He 
said cooking for a family 
of seven is kind of like 
cooking in a restaurant, but 
it certainly is different.

Bob is  receiving 
on-the-job training in the 
kitchen from Chris Glazer. 
Glazer, who is the chef 
and a teacher at Vermilion 
Country School, has years 
of experience in restau-
rants, including fine dining. 
He said learning to do 
short-order cooking is 
harder than it seems, with 
the need to oversee orders 
cooking all at once, so they 
are working on putting 
systems in place to ensure 
the kitchen is running 
smoothly.

Glazer helped the 

McDonough’s finalize 
their menus, and he is 
looking forward to adding 
weekly specials and testing 
out new items. Glazer 
teaches culinary arts as well 
as social studies at VCS, 
and enjoys cooking foods 
from around the world, 
adding new flavors, and 
assembling meals that are 
“eye-catching.”

The couple held several 
practice openings, inviting 
café regulars as well as area 
firefighters and emergency 
workers for free breakfasts 
in December. Jen is a 
member of the Vermilion 
Lake Fire Department. 
The café even opened 
for a church service and 
breakfast for St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church on New Year’s 
Eve morning.

The current menu fea-
tures all the classics: a 
variety of eggs, hashbrown 
patties, smoked bacon, 
sausage, pancakes, and 
French toast plates. The 
breakfast sandwiches, one 
on an English muffin, the 
other a tortilla wrap, are 
already proving popular. 
Pancake varieties include 
blueberry and chocolate 
chip. For those in the 
mood for pastries, be sure 
to get there early because 
the fresh-baked cinnamon 
rolls sold out both days. 
The breakfast portions 
are quite generous. And 

those with smaller appe-
tites can choose eggs and 
toast, or order off the sides 
menu. The children’s menu 
includes plain or chocolate 
chip pancakes.

The McDonough’s 
purchased the business last 
July, and the couple quickly 
began the long process 
of reopening the busi-
ness: cleaning and sorting 
through all the kitchen 
equipment left in the build-
ing, getting the stove and 
ventilation up-do-date, 
installing safety systems, 
getting new coffee and pop 
machines, making sure they 
had all the needed permits 
and inspections, updating 
the heating system, and 
doing some serious deep 
cleaning. The upstairs of 
the building contains eight 
rooms, including a small 
apartment, and they plan 
to have four rooms for 
available short-term rentals 
in the future.

The Tower Café will 
be open Saturdays and 
Sundays from 6  – 11 a.m., 
and is hoping to expand 
winter hours to include 
Fridays in the future. Jen 
and Bob are both working 
pretty much full-time on 
weekdays at the moment. 

LAWSUIT...Continued from page 1
was not based on legally 
sufficient grounds and was 
arbitrary, capricious and 
unreasonable. The proper-
ties in question are current-
ly zoned as Residential-5 
and Residential-7, which 
does not allow for commer-
cial planned developments 
like the campground.

As recorded in court 
f i l ings and Planning 
Commission minutes, the 
commission dropped the 
ball on two occasions. First, 
the commission did not 
act on a citizen’s petition 
filed March 20 with the 
Minnesota Environmental 
Quality Board request-
ing an Environmental 
Assessment Worksheet 
be prepared for the pro-
posed campground. Then, 
after denying Wyrobek’s 
applications on May 11, 
the commission failed to 
pass their recommendation 
on for review and action 
by the county Board of 
Commissioners, which 
is the only body with the 
legal authority for making 
zoning map amendments 
under state law and county 
ordinance.
60-day ruling

In her responses to 
the county’s motion for 
judgment filed with the 
court on Dec. 21, Sixth 
District Court Judge Jill 
Eichenwald found that the 
county had not violated 
the 60-day rule because 
the clock stopped ticking 
“at the precise moment” 
the petition for the EAW 
was filed on March 20. 
Eichenwald cited a statute 
that reads, “The time limit 
… is extended if a state 
statute … requires a process 

to occur before the agency 
acts on the request.” The 
EAW is required under the 
Minnesota Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA), which 
also requires that the stop-
page remain in place until 
“60 days after completion of 
the last process required.” 
Eichenwald noted that no 
evidence was submitted 
showing the environmental 
review process has been 
completed.

In dismissing the first 
three counts of Wyrobek’s 
lawsuit, Eichenwald stated 
that the county is “prohibit-
ed from granting the appli-
cations until the MEPA 
review is complete.”

Eichenwald’s ruling 
also undercuts the legal 
grounds for the other two 
counts in the lawsuit, finding 
that the St. Louis County 
Board of Commissioners 
is the final authority on 
zoning decisions, and not 
the Planning Commission, 
and the board has yet to 
review or act on the appli-
cations. Additionally, the 
board’s deadline for action 
is paused due to the incom-
plete MEPA process.

Contacted by the 
Timberjay via email on 
Tuesday, Wyrobek provid-
ed a brief statement.

“The parties agreed to 
a voluntary dismissal while 
they work to resolve the 
dispute. The dismissal is 
without prejudice, meaning 
that the lawsuit could later 
be reinitiated,” Wyrobek 
wrote.

The Timberjay also 
asked the county attorney’s 
office for a statement, but 
had not received one by 
press time on Wednesday.

What lies ahead
While the matter of 

the lawsuit is settled, the 
status of the Rough-In-It 
campground is not.

One question to be 
resolved is the status of 
Wyrobek’s rezoning and 
conditional use permit 
applications submitted 
in March. At its Nov. 
9 meeting the Planning 
Commission voted to 
require an EAW for the 
project, and it was indicated 
that the rezoning request 
could be acted upon after 
that.

However, according 
to the meeting minutes, 
Wyrobek asserted that 
because the conditional use 
application was canceled 
on June 2 and a refund 
check was issued on June 8, 

her request was effectively 
denied, meaning that there 
was no longer an active 
proposal for the commis-
sion to act on.

Wyrobek has also 
partially developed the 
campground, marketing 
camping availability on 
the Rough-N-It Facebook 
page beginning last August. 
A “glamping” tent site is 
also currently advertised on 
Airbnb. Wyrobek stated at 
the Nov. 9 meeting that the 
parcels she owns have been 
developed as individual 
residential dwelling sites 
under Residential Use-
Class I zoning, which she 
said allows temporary or 
moveable shelters under 
the definition of dwelling 
sites. The sites Wyrobek 
has developed do not defy 

any ruling by the Planning 
Commission, she said.

After Wyrobek began 
advertising the campsites, a 
citizen complaint was filed 
with the county Planning 
and Zoning Department. 
Senior planner Mark 
Lindhorst confirmed for the 
Timberjay that the depart-
ment was following its stan-
dard complaint process and 
that “Resolution often does 
take some time.” Once the 
complaint process is initi-
ated, department personnel 
cannot comment on the 
matter until it is resolved.

However, a statement 
on the Planning and Zoning 

Department’s fact sheet for 
short-term rentals might be 
applicable to Wyrobek’s 
sites and require that they 
be considered under a dif-
ferent classification. The 
statement reads as follows:

“If a property is used 
primarily for rental purpos-
es, then it shall be deemed 
a Commercial Use-Class 
II as a commercial short-
term rental and subject to 
ordinance requirements.”

T h e  T i m b e r j a y 
attempted to obtain addi-
tional information about the 
statement from the depart-
ment but did not receive a 
reply prior to press time.

LET’S DANCE! 
CONTRA/LINE/CIRCLE/BARN/COMMUNITY 

 

SATURDAY, JAN. 13TH 
7-10pm 

eellyy sseenniioorr cceenntteerr 
27 S. 1st Ave., Ely, MN 

No experience necessary! 
All dances taught! 

$10 per person! 
Kids free with parent. 

 
MUSIC BY ANAM CARA 

calling BY TERRENCE SMITH 
 

Sponsored by thank you to 

Left: A selfie of the café crew, including (l-r) Kathy 
Vraa, Bob McDonough, Marge Moser, Chris Glazer, 
and Jen McDonough and Remy McDonough in a 
photo on the café’s Facebook page.

Above: Kathy Vraa (r) takes an order from a 
customer on Sunday morning.
photo by J. Summit



REGIONAL- While 
health data reporting typ-
ically slows over the hol-
idays, health officials are 
certain new numbers to 
be reported this week will 
show the continuing march 
of the COVID virus across 
the state.

St.  Louis County 
and its affiliated health 
service area are tagged at 
medium levels of COVID 
activity in the Centers for 
Disease Control COVID 
map, along with 49 other 
Minnesota counties rated 
either medium or high. 
Hospital admissions in the 
county’s health service 
area were up in the last 
week of December by 34 
percent over the prior week, 
a rate running well ahead 
of the national increase of 
20.4 percent. Minnesota 
Department of Health data 
reports eight confirmed 
deaths from COVID in 
St. Louis County in the 
past four weeks, although 
reporting for the most 
recent week is incomplete.

The state’s most recent 
complete data set covers 
the period through Dec. 
24 and shows a case rate of 
116 per 100,000 people, up 
significantly from the case 
rate of 88.2 in the week fol-
lowing Thanksgiving. State 
case counts are considered 
to be abnormally low as 
they reflect lab-confirmed 
COVID cases but do not 
include cases confirmed by 
home testing.

Those 65 and over 
continue to account for 

the primary share of the 
increase at more than triple 
the rate of the overall pop-
ulation.

Driving the increase 
in COVID activity is the 
JN.1 variant, which over 
the past month has become 
the dominant variant across 
the country and also in the 
Great Lakes region, includ-
ing Minnesota, where it 
accounts for 58 percent of 
cases. The CDC notes that 
while JN.1 activity is high, 
infections are causing less 
severe disease than earlier 
in the pandemic.

Those looking for 
some more hopeful data 
may be encouraged by the 
latest wastewater testing 
results from the University 
of Minnesota. In the past 
two weeks the COVID 
viral load in the northeast 
region has dropped by 32.9 
percent, which could be 
an indicator that COVID 
activity has peaked.

County Senior Public 
Health Nurse Rillis Eklund 
spoke with the Timberjay 
on Tuesday about current 
conditions and issues in 
the county.

“What we see this week 
on the MDH website, and 
then what we’ll see when 
it updates on Thursday will 
probably look very differ-
ent,” Eklund said. “We’re 
anticipating an upswing in 
respiratory illnesses just 
because people have been 
gathering and traveling and 
spending more time in close 
quarters.”

Eklund described the 
CDC’s designated level in 
terms of actions people are 
advised to take.

“We did bump up to 
that moderate level, so 
that means that people 
who were at greater risk 
of having severe COVID 
should wear a high-quality 
mask or respirator when 
they’re out in public,” 
Eklund said. “And people 
who visit people who are 
at higher risk of severe 
COVID should consider 
doing a COVID test before 
they visit that person and 
wear a mask when they 
visit.”
The triple-demic

A new term, tri-
ple-demic, is being used 
in many health settings to 

describe the possible com-
bined impact of COVID, 
influenza, and RSV ( respi-
ratory syncytial virus), all 
of which have been on the 
rise, albeit at differing rates. 

“We’ve seen kind of a 
slow increase in influenza 
cases, and RSV has just 
been kind of bubbling 
along – we didn’t see too 
much increase this past 
week,” Eklund said. “We’ll 
probably see a larger uptick 
of RSV (and influenza) 
when the data comes out 
on Thursday.”

“The good news about 
the triple-demic,” Eklund 
continued, “is that there 
are vaccines to prevent 
illness in all three of those 
respiratory viruses. This 
is the first year we’ve had 
vaccines for RSV, so that’s 
pretty exciting.” All three 
can be taken in one office 
visit, if so desired, she said.

RSV infections are 
more likely to be severe 
in infants and older adults. 
Eklund said the vaccine is 
recommended for those 60 
and over who have underly-
ing heart or lung conditions. 
Pregnant women can also 

be vaccinated between 32 
and 36 weeks of pregnancy, 
and the immunity will be 
passed along to their baby 
when it’s born, Eklund said. 
There’s also a monoclonal 
antibody available for 
infants younger than nine 
months.

Monoclonal antibod-
ies are also available to 
treat COVID infections, 
but must be administered 
within the first few days of 
the infection to be effective.  
Eklund said that makes it 
important to take a COVID 
test at the first sign of 
symptoms.

She also talked about 
a misconception that’s 
become more common 
about COVID, that one has 
to lose their sense of taste 
or smell to have it.

“It comes up at least a 
couple of times a week here 
at the department,” Ecklund 
said. “It’s just not true. The 
loss of taste and smell are 
just some of the COVID 
symptoms. If you have 
fever, cough, tiredness, 
are feeling short of breath, 
muscle aches, any of those 
other COVID symptoms, 

you should test.”
Getting the updated 

COVID vaccine and testing 
when needed can also help 
people avoid long COVID, 
the persistence of symp-
toms for months or even 
years beyond the initial 
infection, Eklund said.
Vaccine 
effectiveness

A study from the 
Netherlands reported last 
week provides strong evi-
dence for the effectiveness 
of the newest COVID 
booster in older adults.

The study included over 
2,000 adults, 14 percent of 
whom had received the 
updated vaccine. For those 
aged 60 and older, the 
vaccine was 70.7 percent 
effective against hospital-
ization and 73.3 percent 
effective against admission 
to an intensive care unit.

MDH data shows that 
52 percent of those 65 and 
over are up-to-date with the 
new booster. The overall 
up-to-date vaccination rate 
is 17.7 percent in the state 
and 19.5 percent in St. 
Louis County.
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Latest COVID variant is spreading rapidly in Minnesota
PUBLIC HEALTH

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Start your career with us today! 
The Cook Care Center has Full and Part Time  

Nursing Assistant positions available.  
 
Starting Wage:  
2023—$17.79 
2024—$18.23 
Experience pay provided for past work experience  
 
Shift Differentials: 
Afternoon—$0.75 
Midnight—$1.25 
Weekend—$1.10 
 
Competitive Benefits: Health, Dental, Vision, PTO, EIB 
 
PERA Retirement: Employee 6.5% / Employer 7.5% 
 
Sign on Bonus 
 
Every other weekend off 
 
Employee Discounts 
 
Free Onsite Fitness Center  
 
28 Private Resident Rooms 
 

 

For questions, contact: 
Stephanie Maki  

Chief Human Resources Officer 
218-666-6220 

smaki@cookhospital.org 
Apply Online Today  

 
The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

DRY NEEDLING

Modern pain relief treatMent
Headaches • Jaw pain

Shoulder, neck, & Back pain
Muscular tension 
planter fasciitis

Physical Therapy Clinics in 
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

pHone: 218-481-7603 
WeBSite: living-well-therapy.com

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free 
consultation to see if physical therapy can 

help you or look us up on the web

&

Harbor View Spa & Boutique
615 Main St, Suite 102 & 103 • Tower, MN

Meet  
                   Greet

Come meet the NEW       
Massage Therapist - Suite 104

Sue Wille
$1/minute seated chair massages

10% off any reservations for 
future appointments

Sue will be offering massage therapy 
by appointment on 

Thursdays, starting Feb. 15.

Call 612-978-4535 for an appointment 
or more information.

• Gift certificates available •

Friday, January 12 • Noon-4 PM

Cook VFW

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757
(218)666-0500

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

1/3 LB BURGER - $6

Open: Wed-Mon:
Noon to Closing

(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM

Thursday: BINGO
Opens: 5 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM

Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)



by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ISD 696
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MEDICAL•DENTAL•BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

BIG FALLS•BIGFORK•COOK•EVELETH
FLOODWOOD•NORTHOME•TOWER

18775412817

WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com • vermilionparkinn.com

• On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
• Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort ,
Fortune Bay Resort Casion and

Lake Vermilion

Holiday Getaway Destination!
• Comfortable Private Rooms

• Continental Breakfast

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

• In-store jewelry
& watch repair

• Cash for 
Gold & Silver

• SISU JEWELRY

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

PET
FOOD

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Take Out Available

Hours: Tues-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Dining Room: S,Tu,W,Th: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza: S,Tu,W to 9 PM; Thur. to 10 PM

Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

The VERMILION CLUBThe VERMILION CLUB  
...OF ARCH...OF ARCH
   OWNING   OWNING
   THE VC!   THE VC!

Celebrate with us!Celebrate with us!
Saturday, January 20

6 PM • Drink Specials & Social Hour
with Complimentary Dinner Buffet

   8 PM8 PM •  • LIVE MUSICLIVE MUSIC
        by VITAMIN BROWN

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

Great NEW Silverados!Great NEW Silverados!
2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT

Crew Cab 3500 HD
Duramax Diesel

$76,345

JAYBEE TRAVEL

BOOK JAYBEETRAVEL.COM OR (218) 409-6188 

EXTENDED TOURS
Discover Charleston & 
Savannah
April 25-30, 2024
Minnesota History Tour
May 22-24, 2024
Washington DC
Sept 12-16, 2024
Fall New England 
Cruise 
Sept 28-Oct 5, 2024
Tour of Italy
Oct 13-22, 2024 (sold out)

Panama Canal Cruise
January 11-23, 2025
Alaskan Cruise
August 13-25, 2025

2024  
DAY TOURS
Jesus Christ Superstar 
Duluth | Feb 8
Menopause The Musical 2 
Duluth | Mar 6
The Lion King Musical
Minneapolis | Apr 14 (sold out)

SIX The Musical 
St. Paul | Jul 27
A Day at the MN State Fair 
St. Paul | Aug 26
Beautiful: Carole King Musical 
Chanhassen | Sep 7
Discover Bayfield, Wisconsin
Bayfield | Oct 5

ELY- Excellent ice 
making weather has come 
to the Ely area and even 
better temps are coming. 
Ice roads have begun to 
pop up at popular access-
es and permanent houses 
have returned to tradition-
al fishing spots. 10-13” of 
clear ice is being report-
ed just off the ice roads. 
Pockets of thin ice are 
still being reported, so if 
you plan on venturing off 
the ice roads be cautious. 
4” of fresh snow has also 
caused slush to pop up in 
areas. 

Lake trout lakes have 
been a different story. A 
handful of anglers have 
been out checking ice 
on Burntside Lake and 
have been reporting 3-7” 
of clear ice out there and 
growing. No reports of 
ice conditions on Snow-
bank has been reported to 
us yet and we are waiting 
to hear from Snowbank 
Lodge. Anglers looking 
to fish Snowbank should 
call Snowbank Lodge for 

a current ice report at 218-
365-6032.

Miners Lake: Reports 
from Miners Lake have 
been 8” of clear ice, but 
there are pockets of thin 
ice, as thin as 2-4”. 

Walleye fishing has 
settled into its classic mid 
January fishing with 4-6 
p.m. as your window for 
the most activity. Jigging 
spoons or ripping raps call 
fish in, but a suspended 
minnow, under a bobber 
accounts for the majority 

of bites and fish landed. 
Popular depths continue 
to be in that 18-23 feet of 
water. 

Pike fishermen con-
tinue to have good reports 
of quality-size pike being 
landed. Sucker minnows 
fished in 10-15 feet of 
water, fished under a tip 
up, has been very effec-
tive. Flats and near river 
mouths has been the area 
to focus on for active pike. 

Panfish: Crappies 
continue to be found lay-

ing on the bottom in 25-
35 feet of water, on area 
lakes. Sunfish on the oth-
er hand have been more 
active and showing up in 
anglers catches. Jumbo 
perch have been active on 
a few area lakes. Perch up 
to 15” are being caught on 
walleyes spots, but mainly 
during the day. 

Courtesy of Arrow-
head Outdoors. See more 
at Arrowhead OutdoorsE-
lyMN.com.

ELY- Ray Marsnik is 
known for running meet-
ings that are tight, trans-
parent, and fair. 

It was no surprise, 
therefore, when his col-
leagues on the Ely school 
board elected him board 
chair once again, a posi-
tion he has held for de-
cades. Four times in a row, 
Marsnik asked for any 
other nominations at their 
reorganizational meeting 
on Monday, eliciting a 
few chuckles but no other 
suggestions, as the board 
re-elected him by accla-
mation. 

The school board’s 
2023 clerk, Rochelle 
Sjoberg, and treasurer 
Tom Omerza, were both 
elected in similar vein, by 
acclamation. 

In other business, the 
school board: 

 Heard the report 
of Athletic Director Tom 
Coombe that 147 students 
participated in sports 
during the fall season.  
“That’s a remarkable num-
ber considering the size of 
our enrollment,” Coombe 

stated. Volleyball drew the 
largest number, with 51 
girls participating. Foot-
ball, which is in its third 
year of hosting a cooper-
ative team with Northeast 
Range School in Babbitt, 
involved 43 boys from 
both schools. Cross-coun-
try attracted 12 girls and 
19 boys. Girls Swimming, 
another cooperative team 
with Northeast Range, had 
17 Ely students participat-
ing, representing the vast 
majority of the team. Par-
ticipant numbers include 
students in grades 7-12.

 Heard the report 
of District Superintendent 
Anne Oelke that the dis-
trict would be issuing bids 
for the new windows to 
be installed this summer. 
“We’re putting out bids 
for windows now,” Oelke 
said, “because there is a 
20-week lead time on or-
dering windows.”

Oelke’s submitted 
written report included an 
updated K-12 enrollment 
of 533 students, which is 
two more than the Dec. 
6 report. The enrollment 
at the beginning of the 
school year (Sept. 7) was 
529.

 Heard the report 
of Facilities Director Tim 
Leeson that the sewer pipe 
clog was cleared and that 
sewer repairs were on the 
schedule for this summer. 

 Designated the 
second Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. as the day 
and time of the regular 
school board meeting.

 Designated the 
fourth Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. as the day 
and time for the monthly 
study session.

 Approved the Ely 
Echo as the official dis-
trict newspaper for 2024. 
This was the only quote 
received.

 Approved the Klun 
Law Firm as the district 
legal counsel for 2024. 
The superintendent and 
school board chairperson 
were designated as the 
individuals authorized to 
contact legal counsel at 
$125/hour, which is the 
same rate as 2023.

 Approved High-
land Bank, U.S. Bank, 
Minnesota School Liquid 
Asset Fund, and PMA 
Financial Network as the 
district’s financial institu-
tions.

 Designated Spen-
cer Aune, Finance Manag-
er, and Jordan Huntbatch, 
Payroll, Benefits and Fi-
nance Coordinator, as the 
district staff approved to 
conduct electronic fund 
transfers.

 Approved the 2024 
IRS standard mileage rate 
of 68 cents per mile as 
the reimbursement rate 
for school district travel 
during 2024.

 Approved the 
school board compensa-
tion levels for 2024 using 
the current rate of inflation 
of 3.1 percent at $230 per 
month plus life insurance 
($30,000) for directors, 
$296 per month plus life 
insurance ($30,000) for 
the board chair, and an 
additional $66 per board 
member for the monthly 
study session.

 Approved 2024 
RAMS membership dues 
of $1,500.

 Approved the De-
cember 2023 financial re-
port, receipts of $870,274, 
and disbursements of 
$1,243,989.

 Approved the trans-
fer of Stacy Hegfors from 
her position as Media 

Clerk, effective Dec. 15, 
2023, and to her position 
as the Washington Ele-
mentary School secretary, 
effective Dec. 18, 2023.

 Approved the hire 
of Anna-Lena Forsman 
for a paraprofessional po-
sition effective Dec. 18, 
2023.

 Accepted the 
resignation of Tatian-
na Riabokin from her 
2023-2024 Extra-Cur-
ricular assignment as the 
Musical Choreographer 
effective immediately, 
and approved the recom-
mendation of Jeff Carey, 
Memorial 6-12 Principal, 

and Mike Rouse, Musical 
Director, to appoint Wen-
dy Lindsay as the Musical 
Choreographer.

 Approved the re-
duction of hours for the 
Media Clerk position 
from 32.5 hours/week to 
15 hours/week, effective 
immediately. 

 Approved a $200 
donation from the Ely 
Kiwanis for visiting Wolf 
Ridge Environmental 
Learning Center.

Ely School Board re-elects Ray Marsnik as board chair

Fishing report

Ely area



FIELD TWP- The Ely girls 
basketball team broke open a 
close game at North Woods with 
a strong second half that subdued 
the Grizzlies 66-40.

The Wolves grabbed an early 
5-0 lead on a pair of Audrey 
Kallberg free throws and a Zoe 
Mackenzie three-ball before 
North Woods got on the board 

with River Cheney dropping 
one in from the charity stripe. 
From that point forward the 
first half was a tight battle, with 
Ely holding onto the lead. The 
Wolves went up 25-18 on a pair of 
Sarah Visser charities, but North 
Woods got back to within two on 
a basket by Talise Goodsky and 
a deep trey by Helen Koch. The 
Wolves extended the lead to six, 
29-23, at the half.

Ely got off to a fast start in the 
second stanza with Clare Thomas 

connecting on a bucket and one 
to push the lead to 39-27. Solid 
defensive pressure by the Wolves 
kept the Grizzlies off-balance as 
Ely’s lead continued to mount. 
A trey by Grace LaTourell and 

FIELD TWP- Baseline 
to baseline pressure propelled 
the North Woods boys to a 
convincing 71-42 home win 
over Ely last Friday, with the 
Grizzlies’ Jonah Burnett chalk-
ing up a double-double with 29 
points and ten rebounds in the 
rivalry rout.

The Grizzlies never trailed 
as they took control of the 
game from the outset with 
opening buckets from Luke 
Will and Keenan Whitney, 
and a triple from Burnett gave 
North Woods a 9-4 edge. North 
Woods dictated the pace of the 
game with its swarming man-
to-man defense, allowing Ely 
only two made baskets in the 
first seven minutes, with the 
Wolves’ Jack Davies ending a 
four-and-a-half minute drought 
with a three-ball at the 11:09 
mark. North Woods answered 
back with treys from Burnett 
and Louie Panichi for their first 

double-digit lead of the night 
at 17-7. Ely had trouble getting 
good looks at the basket, and 
the taller Grizzlies were there 
to mop up the glass, holding a 
huge 48-28 edge in rebounds 
for the game. Panichi went on 
a ten-point tear in the final four 
minutes of the half in a 15-4 
North Woods run that gave 
the Grizzlies a 37-19 halftime 
edge.

North Woods quickly 
crushed any hope for an Ely 
comeback in the second half by 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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solid showing 
in statewide 
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HOCKEY

Big edge in rebounds, shooting lifts North Woods to 71-42 victory

Right: Ely’s Sarah Visser 
reaches for the ball as the 
Grizzlies’ Brynn Chosa 
heads down court. 

Have won four out of 
their last five games

photo by D. Colburn

NORDIC SKIING

See GIRLS...pg. 2B

See SKIERS...pg. 2B

BOYS BASKETBALL

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Grizzlies maul Wolves

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See BOYS..pg. 2B

Above: The Grizzlies’ 
Talen Jarshaw keeps his 
eyes on the ball as he 
harasses an Ely 
ballhandler.

Right: The Wolves’ Wyatt 
Tedrick draws attention 
from the Grizzlies’ Talen 
Jarshaw, left, and Luke 
Will as he tries to find 
an opening in the North 
Woods defense.

Ely subdues North Woods, 66-40
GIRLS BASKETBALL

T-Wolves 
now at 11-4

ELY—The Timberwolves have been 
tough to topple on home ice in recent 
weeks and it’s apparent as the team, now 
11-4, has racked up its most impressive 
season in years. The team wasted little 
time here last Saturday as they scored 
three times within the first nine minutes 
of play enroute to a 6-2 shellacking of 
visiting Ashland. 

Drew Marolt and Garrett Rohr both 
lit the light twice on the afternoon, but 
it was Deegan Richards who drew first 
blood for the Wolves at the 1:55 mark of 
the first period, with assists from Owen 
Marolt and Jayden Zemke. 

Rohr notched Ely’s second goal on 
a power play four minutes with an assist 
from Tommy Homer and he did it again 
at the 8:29 mark with an even strength 

GIANTS RIDGE— The largest high 
school ski meet in North America went 
off just fine here on Saturday despite the 
lack of snow that has hampered Nordic 
ski events and training in the region for 
weeks. Using an oval track with mostly 
man-made snow at the base of the alpine 
area, a total of 898 racers competed— 
and Ely skiers performed well in a very 
competitive field, according to Wolves 
Head Coach Todd Hohenstein. “Overall, 
it was a good showing by our team,” 
he said.

The boys team finished in 19th place 

photos by D. Colburn



2B January 12, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                     THE TIMBERJAY

Grizzlies rebound with back-to-back victories

BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

BOYS..Continued from page 1B

Timberwolves struggle to contain Greenway in 58-39 loss

cranking up their running 
game, with Will, Burnett, 
and Talen Jarshaw scoring 
fast break buckets in a 13-1 
run to put the Grizzlies 
ahead 50-20. Ely coun-
tered with scores by Wyatt 
Mattson, Trenton Bishop, 
Wyatt Tedrick, and Caid 
Chittum, but the Grizzlies 
matched the nine-point 

rally with one of their own, 
reestablishing a 30-point 
advantage at 66-36. Both 
benches saw action in the 
game’s final minutes, with 
the Grizzlies’ Charlie Wipf 
putting the final exclama-
tion point on the 71-42 
victory.

The Grizzlies shot 
45.2 percent for the game 

while holding Ely to just 
32.1 percent. North Woods 
had a big advantage in the 
running game, outscoring 
Ely 29-6 in transition 
points, and also dominated 
in the paint where they held 
a 40-18 edge.

Burnett’s 29-point 
game led all scorers and 
kept him near the top of 

the list of the state’s leading 
scorers, ranking fourth as 
of Tuesday in total points 
and seventh in per game 
average at 31.5 points. 
Panichi wasn’t far behind 
with 22 points, and Luke 
Will knocked down 14. 
Chittum was the only Ely 
player in double digits with 
11 points.

“We knew that we had 
a size advantage and speed 
advantage from looking 
at film, but the boys had 
to execute,” North Woods 
Head Coach Andrew 
Jugovich said. “The goal 
in the locker room at half-
time was hey, we have a 
lead, don’t let them even 
think about inching back. 

The entire second half we 
really did put them down, 
we ran the fast break and 
played intense defense, and 
that’s what we have to be 
known for.”

a deuce by Amelia Penke 
gave the Wolves an insur-
mountable 20-point advan-
tage with just over three 
minutes to play, and with 
the reserves on the floor 
Ely’s Maija Mattson tallied 
the Wolves’ final basket in 
the 66-40 victory.

LaTourell provided the 
largest chunk of Ely’s fire-
power, draining 24 points 
while dishing out six assists 
and collecting five steals. 

Visser also reached double 
figures with 13 points, and 
Ely got scores from seven 
different players. Cheney 
was the lone Grizzly in 
double figures with 13 
points.

“Once we started 
finishing, played a little 
better defense, and finally 
knocked down some shots 
from three and down the 
lane it was a cleaner half 
in the second half for us,” 

Ely Head Coach Max Gantt 
said. “If we just move it and 
take care of it, good things 
happen.”

Gantt said he was 
particularly pleased with 
the team’s defensive effort.

“We will play multiple 
defenses, not just man-to-
man, and while we work 
hard in the man we want 
to play other things,” Gantt 
said. “They like defense – 
they get after each other in 

practice which make them 
all better. 

For North Woods Head 
Coach Liz Cheney, it was 
another disappointing loss 
in a losing streak to the 
Wolves that dates back to 
2019.

“It was like the tale 
of two teams tonight,” 
Cheney said. “We’ve come 
back from bigger deficits at 
halftime, but we just were 
a completely different team 

in the second half than we 
were in the first. We just 
came out flat and even 
played slower than we did 
in the first half, and that 
made all the difference.”

The first half demon-
strated that the Grizzlies 
can play with the Wolves 
talent wise, but getting over 
the hump and winning has 
become a mental hurdle, 
Cheney said.

“Sometimes I think 

we mentally beat our-
selves against teams like 
Chisholm, Floodwood, and 
Ely,” she said. “We have to 
get a win one of these times 
to convince the girls they 
can do it.”

The Grizzlies will get 
another shot at notching 
a win against the Wolves 
this season when the teams 
square off again in Ely on 
Feb. 15.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

out of the 52 teams that took 
part in Saturday’s contest, 
while the girls team took 
25th in a 49-team field. 

Senior Claire Blauch 
posted the top Ely finish 
among both teams, taking 
31st in the morning’s 
classic race, in a field of 
113 racers, with a time 
of 15:29.2. Junior Dylan 
Durkin notched the team’s 
best finish on the boys’ side, 

with a 35th place showing 
in the afternoon freestyle 
competition with a time of 
11:44.8. Fellow junior Silas 
Solum wasn’t far behind, 
finishing 42nd with a time 
of 12:00 even. 

In the boys’ classic 
competition, junior Eli 
Olson finished 41st in a field 
of 121 competitors, with 
a time of 13:42.6, while 
junior Milo McClelland 

posted a 65th place showing 
with a time of 14:18.0.

For the girls, junior 
Anna Dunn finished 43rd 
in the classic race with a 
time of 15:59.9. 

The girls team had 
somewhat less success in 
the skate competition, with 
Ava Skustad as the team’s 
only top-half finisher, at 
49th place with a time of 
13:48.2.

Hohenstein was par-
ticularly pleased with the 
performances of his junior 
varsity skiers. Freshman 
Oliver Hohenstein finished 
third among 66 racers in 
the classic competition 
with a time of 13:21.0, 
while fellow freshman 
Aksel Skustad took sixth 
in a field of 75 in the free-
style race with a time of 
11:48.5. Freshman George 
Sponholz finished 14th in 

the freestylve event with a 
time of 12:40.3.

As a team, the boys 
junior varsity squad fin-
ished in fourth place among 
more than 40 teams in the 
competition. 

“These younger guys 
will help build out our 
section team at the end of the 
season and it’s great to see 
that they are competing at a 
high level with other teams 
from around the state,” 

said Hohenstein. “We are 
looking forward to consis-
tent skiing on our course 
at Hidden Valley. With the 
snowfall over the weekend 
and the little snow showers 
here and there, we should 
be good to go. However, 
this season has taught us 
not to count on anything 
snow related until it’s on 
the ground.”

SKIERS...Continued from page 1B

goal with assists from Jace 
Huntbatch and Brecken 
Sandberg.

Sandberg, unassisted, 
made it 4-0 for the Wolves 
early in the second period. 
Ashland got on the board 
six minutes later, but Drew 
Marolt shut the door with 
back-to-back goals in the 
second half of the period. 
His first, at the 9:36 mark, 

came as the Wolves were 
shorthanded with an assist 
from Richards. His second 
came at 15:49, with an 
assist from goalie Ben 
Leeson. 

Leeson posted a strong 
performance in the net, 
fending off 40 of 42 shots 
on goal. Ely notched 32 
shots, but made more of 
them count. 

The game was pen-
alty-filled, as Ely players 
were tagged for seven 
infractions, including a 
ten-minute unsportsman-
like conduct penalty for 
Sandberg in the second 
period. Ely’s win was its 
eighth straight on home 
ice. It’s only loss at home 
so far this season came on 
Dec. 1 when they lost 4-1 

to Mora/Milaca.
Saturday’s win was a 

nice rebound for Ely after 
a loss on the road the day 
before. Playing at Bagley, 
the Wolves fell behind 2-0 
early in the second quarter 
after a scoreless first period. 
Richards put Ely on the 
scoreboard at the 3:20 mark 
of the third period with an 
assist from Drew Marolt. 

Wes Sandy notched Ely’s 
second goal 11 minutes 
later but it was too little 
too late as the Flyers added 
two more goals in the third 
period to hang on for the 
win. 

Ely outshot the Flyers 
41-21.

The Wolves domi-
nated their holiday tour-
nament over the break, 

going undefeated in three 
close games. They topped 
Kittson County for the third 
time this season, 2-1, on 
Dec. 27. They downed St. 
Paul Johnson 4-3 the fol-
lowing day and beat Moose 
Lake 3-2 on day three of the 
tournament. 

HOCKEY...Continued from page 1B

FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods girls rebounded from last 
Thursday’s loss to Ely in quick 
fashion, picking up a solid road 
win against International Falls on 
Friday and thoroughly thumping 
Silver Bay at home on Monday.

With two seventh-graders 
holding down spots in the Silver 
Bay lineup and winless on 
the season, it’s safe to say the 
Mariners are in a rebuilding year, 
and the taller, more experienced 
Grizzlies took full advantage of 
the situation on Monday. The 
Mariners kept it close for the 

first five minutes, trailing just 
10-8, but the Grizzlies cranked 
their game into high gear and 
left Silver Bay in the dust with 
a 40-11 run the rest of the half. 
River Cheney and Tatum Barto 
each had ten points at the half 
and eight Grizzlies knocked down 
buckets as North Woods exceeded 
its total game output against Ely 
to hold a commanding 50-19 lead 
at intermission.

North Woods shot out of 
the blocks fast in the second 
half, feeding Talise Goodsky 
and River Cheney down low for 
easy baskets. Cheney was on fire, 
knocking down 18 more points 
for a game-high total of 28. Had 

Grizzlies Head Coach Liz Cheney 
not reached deep into her bench 
for long stretches of the second 
half, the Grizzlies would have 
been on pace to eclipse the century 
mark against the Mariners.

Cheney was pleased with the 
pace of play in the second half as 
the Grizzlies kept pouring it on.

“We talked about that at half-
time, about how it would be fun 
to get some fast breaks and run 
the floor, and they came out and 
did that in the second half quite 
well,” Cheney said.

In addition to Cheney’s 
big game, the Grizzlies got 
double-digit scoring from Barto 
with 12, and Goodsky and Brynn 
Chosa with 11 each.

The Grizzlies expected and 
got a tougher test at I’Falls, as 
the Broncos came into the game 
having notched their first two 
wins of the season against Deer 
River and Nashwauk-Keewatin. 
The Grizzlies led by as many as 
six points in the first half and 
settled for a 35-32 halftime advan-
tage. The Broncos came back to 
tie at 38-38 and then took the 
lead at 43-41, but the Grizzlies 
wouldn’t buckle. Ramping up the 
defensive intensity, North Woods 
turned the tide and regained the 
momentum, closing out the game 
with a 32-19 blitz to secure the 
73-62 win.

Turnovers were key, as 
the Grizzlies forced 22 while 

giving up only 11. The Broncos 
shot a higher percentage than 
the Grizzlies, but North Woods 
took 83 shots to only 61 for the 
Broncos.

Helen Koch had the hot hand 
for North Woods, scoring 31 
points with six trifectas. Koch had 
plenty of support in the scoring 
column, with Cheney hitting for 
13, Barto 12, and Chosa 10.

“We redeemed ourselves 
against the Falls and got a really 
nice win,” Cheney said. “With 
Helen, when she’s on, when she’s 
confident she’ll shoot more and 
more. We didn’t even realize she 
had that many points or that many 
three-pointers.”

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ELY—The Timberwolves 
struggled to contain Greenway’s 
scoring leader here on Tuesday 
and his 29 points lifted the 
Raiders to a 58-39 win on Ely’s 
home hardwood. “For the most 

part I thought we competed well 
against them,” said Head Coach 
Tom McDonald. “We just had a 
hard time containing their 6-foot, 
seven inch player who was just 
too tall and athletic for us. He 

scored 29 and there wasn’t much 
we could do about it with our lack 
of size.”

The Wolves also struggled 
offensively, connecting on just 
three of twenty shots from beyond 

the arc and managing just 32 
percent from two-point range. 

Sophomore Jack Davies 
posted the best offensive numbers 
for Ely on Tuesday, notching 
16 points, while junior Caid 

Chittum connected for eight 
points and grabbed five rebounds. 
Sophomores Drew Johnson and 
Otto Devine also added five 
boards apiece. 

GREENWAY— Ely senior 
Grace LaTourell has cemented 
her place as the Timberwolves 
scoring leader in recent games and 
her prowess has the team sporting 
a six-game winning streak and an 
11-3 record at mid-season. 

LaTourell poured in 32 points 
here on Tuesday night as the 
Wolves routed the Raiders 50-26. 

“Grace dominated the game 

as she outscored the entire 
Greenway team,” said Head 
Coach Max Gantt. 

Ely struggled a bit in the 
game’s early going, but LaTourell 
found her rhythm in the second 
half, when the Wolves put it 
away. “We also played awesome 
defense,” said Gantt. “Maija 
Mattson and Amelia Penke played 
great defense for us off the bench 

and Sarah Visser contributed with 
12 rebounds and five steals.”

Tuesday’s win came on the 
heels of the Wolves’ convincing 
51-36 win against visiting Cherry 
on Monday. “We really struggled 
on offense in the first half,” said 
Gantt. “We got it going a little 
better in the second half, espe-
cially Grace.”

LaTourell connected for 25 

points on the night. “She really 
carried us offensively. She’s 
such a great shooter, with both 
three-pointers and jump shots.” 

Junior Clare Thomas chipped 
in with 13 points for the Wolves. 
Senior Sarah Visser struggled 
offensively but worked the glass 
for 11 rebounds while adding 
eight steals. 

Gantt credits the team’s 

success this season to solid 
defense. “Our offense is still 
improving and will for sure get 
better as the year goes. We want 
to keep improving so that by game 
25 and 26 we are playing our 
absolute best basketball,” he said.

The girls were set to travel to 
Two Harbors on Thursday and to 
host Duluth Marshall on Tuesday. 

CHISHOLM- While class-
mates were lounging around 
home during the North Woods 
winter break, the Grizzlies boys 
basketball team was busy winning 
games and a tournament crown at 
Chisholm on Dec. 29-30.

First up for North Woods was 

a team they pummeled in their first 
game of the season, South Ridge.

The Panthers were without 
their leading scorer from that 
game, and the Grizzlies showed 
no mercy in rolling to a 99-65 
beatdown. Jonah Burnett led the 
Grizzlies with 24 points, followed 

by Louie Panichi with 20, Luke 
Will with 17, and Aidan Hartway 
with 11.

North Woods’ Saturday 
opponent, the West Lutheran 
Warriors, came into the event at 
4-2 and had beat Chisholm 54-51 
in their first game. 

But none of that meant much 
to a team hungry for a champi-
onship, and the Grizzlies asserted 
themselves from the outset, racing 
to a 12-2 lead and taking a 42-30 
edge into the half. North Woods 
owned the second half, too, and 
coasted to a 70-52 win.

The Grizzlies hit a sizzling 
49.1 percent of their shots and 
nailed 45.2 percent of their 
three-pointers. Burnett led all 
scorers with 27 points, and 
Panichi had 24.

Grizzlies claim holiday tournament crown in Chisholm

LaTourell’s scoring leads Wolves to latest wins



Hazel E. Quick
Hazel Eileen Quick, 

89, of Tower, died on 
Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023, 
at Carefree Living Cen-
ter in Aurora. The family 
would like to thank Essen-
tia Hospice and Carefree 
Living for the excellent 
care they gave to her.

A memorial service 
was held on Friday, Dec. 
29 at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Tower. Pastor 
Joel Guttormson officiat-
ed. Private family inurn-
ment will take place at 
a later date in Lakeview 
Cemetery in Tower.

Memorials are pre-
ferred and may be direct-
ed to Care Partners, PO 
Box 217, Eveleth, MN 
55734 or Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, PO Box 
466, Tower, MN 55790. 
Family services were pro-
vided by Bauman-Vermil-
ion, a Bauman Family Fu-
neral Home in Tower. 

Hazel was born on 
June 9, 1934, in Soudan, 
the daughter of Victor and 
Hazel (Verity) Wilson and 
was a graduate of Tow-
er-Soudan High School. 
She married Harold Er-
nest Quick on July 11, 
1953, and was a lifelong 
resident of Tower. Hazel 
was employed at Bay-
view, J.C. Penney Co., the 
Tower IGA, was a nurse’s 
aide at the Soudan Hospi-
tal, and the Hoodoo Point 
Campground manager for 
two summers. She was 
a member of Immanu-
el Lutheran Church in 
Tower, a member of the 
Tower-Soudan Women’s 
Bowling League and the 
Tower-Soudan Athletic 
Association. She was an 
avid Vikings fan and avid 
Golden Eagles fan, and 
supported all of her grand-
kids’ activities. Hazel en-
joyed reading, Jeopardy, 
was an avid gardener, and 
cherished time spent at 
the family cabin. Hazel 
and Harold enjoyed their 
many travels across the 
U.S., Canada, Knife Lake 
and Las Vegas. Life is 
great and life is abundant!

Hazel is survived by 
her children, John (Debo-
ra) Quick of Tower, Paula 
(John) Novelan of Ev-
eleth, Jamie (Patti) Quick 
of Tower, Jenifer (Mark) 
Krummi of Iron and Joel 
(Jenny Benson) Quick 
of Soudan; sister, Vick-
ie Lombardy of Aurora; 
grandchildren, John Rob-
ert (Naomi) Quick and 
their children Chara, John 
Daniel, James, Grace, 
Noah, Caleb and Hannah; 
Joseph (Olivia Carlson) 
Quick; Janna Quick; Lau-
ra (Paul Nelson) Novelan; 
Leah (Steve Yapel) Nove-
lan and their son John 
Richard; Joshua (Gina)
Quick and their daughters 
Josie and Mila; Jesse (Ka-
tie) Quick and their sons 
Will and Troy; Jacob (Jus-
tine Prout) Quick; Alex-
ander (Brenna) Krummi; 
Matthew Krummi, Ellie 
Krummi and Tyler Krum-
mi; and extended family 
and friends.

She was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Harold in 2009; 
daughter, Susan in 1960; 
and siblings, Jack, Joanne, 
Ernie and Audrey.

David G. Wagner 
David G. Wagner, 83, 

of Lake Vermilion, lov-
ing husband, father and 
grandfather, passed away 
peacefully on Christmas 
morning, Dec. 25, 2023, 
surrounded by his family. 
A celebration of life, Big 
Dave Style, will be an-
nounced at a later date. 

David was born on 
Feb. 2, 1940. He had lived 
on Lake Vermilion for the 
past 21 years.

David is survived 
by his loving wife of 58 
years, Kate; sons, Lance 
and Christopher; daugh-
ter-in-law, Irene and three 
grandchildren, Andrick, 
Janik and Nalia Wag-
ner, all of Lonsdale; and 
brothers, Jerry (Lorraine), 
Richard (Nancy) and 
George Wagner. 

He was preced-
ed in death by his par-
ents, George and Mar-
garet Wagner; and 
brothers, William, Robert 
and James Wagner.    

Nathan Plunkett
Nathan Emmanu-

el Plunkett, 52, passed 
away on Dec. 19, 2023 at 
Essentia Health Virginia 
Hospital with his wife by 
his side. A Celebration of 
Nathan’s Life will take 
place on Saturday, March 
16, 2024 , at the Elks Club 
at 2 p.m. in Virginia.  Ar-
rangements are with the 
Landmark Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

He was born on May 
8, 1971, in Minneapolis, 
Minn. to Robert and Mar-
ilyn Plunkett and grew up 
in Angora, and graduated 
in 1989 from Cook High 
School.

Nathan married his 
high school sweetheart 
and life partner Ann Hil-
ary Rautiola on March 
22, 1991.  They lived in 
Virginia and Britt be-
fore they settled in their 
dream home in Angora 
where they raised 2 chil-
dren: Ethan Jacob, born 
in 1991, and Kimberlyn 
Norelle, born in 1996.

Nathan was a UPS 
driver for 31 years be-
fore retiring in 2021.  He 
served as a Union Stew-
ard for about 10 years.  
Nathan was an active 
Angora Township super-
visor, having served with 
the township since 2004 
and was a member of the 
Northwoods Riders for 
several years.

Nathan and Ann en-
joyed family vacations 
with their children, with 
cruises and road trips to 
California.

Nathan had a passion 
for the outdoors and snow.  
Nathan loved snowmobil-
ing, motorcycling, ATV’s, 
sailing, cooking, boating, 
family time at the cabin, 
and tinkering on tractors 
and cars with his broth-
er-in-law Kelvin.  Nathan 
especially enjoyed car-
ing for his river acreage 
in Angora, grooming his 

land into a little paradise 
at home.

Deepest and dearest 
to his heart was the loving 
care he took of his family, 
including being a loving 
husband to his soulmate 
Ann, an amazing support-
ive father to Ethan and 
Kimberlyn, and being a 
fun and lovable Papa to 
all his grandchildren.

Nathan is survived by 
his life partner and wife 
Ann, son Ethan Plunkett 
(Sandra), daughter Kim-
berlyn Thell (Michael).  
Grandchildren Morgan 
Plunkett, Norman Plun-
kett, and Emelia Thell, 
mother Marilyn Plunkett, 
sisters Diana Neumann 
and Leighann Rau, and 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, aunt and 
uncles.

Nathan was preceded 
in death by his father Rob-
ert Plunkett, one broth-
er Thomas Plunkett and 
grandparents.

Byron A. Moren 
Byron Arthur Moren, 

96, of Ely, passed away 
peacefully at his home 
on Wednesday, Dec. 20, 
2023. Visitation will be 
from 9:30 a.m. until the 
10:30 a.m. memorial ser-
vice on Saturday, Jan. 20, 
2024, at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Ely. A fellow-
ship will follow at Grand 
Ely Lodge at noon. Fu-
neral arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 65 years, 
Alice Sundquist Moren; 
daughter, Peggy Stolley; 
sons, Jim (Cathy) Moren 
and Mike Moren; six 
grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild.

Raymond M. 
Syrjanen

Raymond M. Syr-
janen, 97, of Embarrass, 
died peacefully surround-
ed by loving family on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 
2023. A special thank 
you to the staffs of Au-
rora Carefree Living and 
Northern Pines Hospital 
for the thoughtful care he 
received. Services will 
be held in the summer of 
2024. Arrangements are 
with Landmark Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Caroline (Den-
nis) Johnson of Fridley 
and Ann Skraba of Cook; 
brother-in-law, John Mil-
bridge of Tower; grand-
children, David (Shan-
non) Marchetti, Denise 
(Bob) Johnson Miller, Jef-
frey Johnson, Christopher 
(Kathryn) Syrjanen, Addy 
(Josh) DeJoode, Holly 
(Jordan) Dalheiemer and 
Young Jo Chung; eight 
great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; and many special 
nieces and nephews.

Paula Baltich
Paula Schager Bal-

tich, 84, of Ely, passed 
away on Wednesday, Dec. 
27, 2023, at Boundary 
Waters Care Center af-
ter a brief illness. Special 
thanks to all who visited 
Paula or sent greetings 
in the last two months. 
Thanks to the team at 
BWCC who took care 
of her during her time 
there. A Funeral Mass 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 12, 2024, 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely with vis-
itation for one hour pri-
or. Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely.

She is survived by 
her children, Joe (An-
nette) Baltich, Bernie 
(Sally) Baltich and Susan 
(Fred) Kittams; grand-
children, Ben (Morgan) 
Baltich, Zack (Maggie) 
Baltich, Danny Baltich, 
Cullen Kittams and Re-
gan Kittams; sister, Emmi 
(Richard) Ross; brother, 
Joe (Rose) Schager; and 
many nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Curtis Buskirk
Curtis Buskirk, 82, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023. 
There will be no service. 

He is survived by his 
son, Ted Buskirk of Em-
barrass; and sister, Diane 
(Edward) Luukkonen of 
Ely.

Raymond W. 
Johnson

Raymond Walfred 
“Ray” Johnson, 80, of 
Embarrass, died peace-
fully on Sunday, Dec. 31, 
2023, at Waterview Woods 
in Eveleth after a brave 
journey with prostate can-
cer. His family would like 
to thank the hospice staff 
for their kind and com-
passionate care. A cele-
bration of life luncheon 
will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, at 
the Embarrass Town Hall. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to a charity 
of donor’s choice or the 
American Cancer Society. 
Arrangements are with 
Landmark Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

He is survived by 
his sons, Blaine John-
son of Embarrass and 
Ryan (Molly) Johnson of 
Blaine; grandson, Aidan 
Johnson of Blaine; broth-
ers, Alan Johnson of Em-
barrass and Marvin John-
son of River Falls, Wis.; 
sisters, Dorris Olson of 
Duluth, Violet Johnson of 
Minneapolis and Karen 
Grams of Iron; sister-in-
law, Joanne Johnson of 
Duluth; several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Walter P. Hopkins
Walter Phillip Hop-

kins, 84, of Cook, passed 
away on Monday, Jan. 1, 
2024. There will be a pri-
vate family interment in 
the spring. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook. 

He is survived by his 
son, David (Kristy) Hop-
kins; grandchildren, Emi-
ly and Eli; sister, Pamela 
(Paul) Hopkins Friesen; 
nieces, Suzanne Friesen 
and Andrea (Daniel) 
Friesen Drinkard; great-
niece and great-neph-
ew, Noelle and Cameron 
Drinkard; life partner, 
Roberta Work; bonus son, 
David (Pegalaina) Work; 
many bonus grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Terry A. Anderson 
Terry Allen Ander-

son, 80, of Ely, passed 
away on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2024, at Carefree Living 
in Ely after a long fight 
with COPD. The family 
would like to thank the 
staffs of Ely-Bloomenson 
Hospital, Essentia Hos-
pice and Carefree Living 
of Ely for giving him a few 
extra years as his health 
faded. Memorial services 
will likely be held in the 
spring for both Terry and 
his beloved spouse, Sha-
ron, who died in October 
2023. Friends are encour-
aged to make memorial 
donations to the American 
Lung Association, a local 
scholarship, or a charity 
of their choice. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

He is survived by his 
son, Dave (Lori) Ander-
son of Duluth; daughter, 
Cheryl (Ron) Groth of 
Baldwin, Wis.; grandson, 
Joe Anderson of Cotton; 
granddaughter, Shan-
na Anderson of Proctor; 
grandson, Dr. Ben Groth 
PhD of Columbia, Mo.; 
sister, Jill (Rick) Phillips; 
sister-in-law, Gail Ander-
son of the Twin Cities; 
brother-in-law, Gene An-
derson of Bloomington; 
brother-in-law, Lowell 
(Kay) Anderson of Gar-
field; sister-in-law, Ginny 
Anderson of Ohio; sister-
in-law, Marriane Ander-
son of the Twin Cities; 
and numerous cousins, 
nieces and nephews.

Michael W. Pelto
Michael W. Pelto, 

77, of Ely, passed away 
on Thursday, Jan. 4, 
2024, at Boundary Waters 
Care Center in Ely. The 
family wishes to thank the 
staffs of Ely-Bloomen-
son Community Hos-
pital, Boundary Waters 
Care Center and Essentia 
Health St. Mary’s Hos-
pice. The family is also 
grateful for the friendship 

and assistance provided 
by many of his neigh-
bors and managers at the 
Grahek Apartments in 
Ely where he lived for 
the past 11 years. Per his 
request, there will be no 
service. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely.

He is survived by his 
sister-in-law, Marian Pel-
to; nephew, Kevin Pelto; 
niece, Karla (Eric) Ne-
sheim and their two chil-
dren; and other nieces and 
nephews. 

Carolyn A. McPeak
Carolyn A. Johnson 

McPeak, 85, of Embar-
rass, died on Wednesday, 
Jan. 3, 2024, at Essentia 
Health Virginia Regional 
Medical Center in Virgin-
ia. A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. 
Family services are pro-
vided by Bauman-Cron, 
a Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

She is survived by her 
children, Glenice Bystrom 
of Soudan, Gail Mingo of 
Mt. Iron, Geoffry (Bren-
da) McPeak of Chisholm, 
Giselle (Donny) Mather 
of Ely and Gena (Mi-
chael) Partyka of Hibbing; 
brothers, Dennis “Butch” 
Johnson and Peter (Judy) 
Johnson, both of Cloquet, 
and Michael (Tana) John-
son of Embarrass; and 
numerous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great grandchildren.

Roberta E. Zbacnik 
Roberta Elizabeth 

“Robbie” Pengal Zbacnik, 
69, of Ely, passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024, 
at Essentia Health St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Duluth 
surrounded by her family. 
A celebration of life will 
be held this spring at the 
Grand Ely Lodge in Ely. 
Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely. 

She is survived by 
her husband, Tom of Ely; 
children, Thomas (Aman-
da) of Esko and Robert 
(Amy) of Woodstock, 
Vt.; grandchildren, Bro-
dy, Maddux, Quinn, Rus-
sell and Gwen; brothers, 
Frank (Carol) Pengal of 
Hibbing and Paul (Car-
ol) Pengal of Ely; sisters, 
Karen (Jeff) Copeman of 
Hibbing and Ruth Pen-
gal of Ely; sisters-in-law, 
Laura (Dave) Chelesnik 
and Carol Norby, both 
of Ely, and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Mary Tome 
Mary Tome, 71, of 

Ely, passed away at her 
residence on Saturday, 
Jan. 6, 2024. Funeral ar-
rangements are entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.
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Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
221188--774499--99770033

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun 

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  
FFaacciilliittyy  

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
218-749-9703

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Thu: 10am—5pm 

Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N. Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun: 

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  
FFaacciilliittyy  

5345  Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 



Late December in the Boundary 
Waters is supposed to be a 
season laden in white. But 

in an unprecedented year it was the 
deep greens that stood out during a 
hike along the Norway Trail, north 
of Trout Lake. 

After more than a 
week of rain, fog, drizzle, 
and above freezing tem-
peratures, what little 
snow had fallen earlier 
in the month had dis-
appeared. The ice had 
grown iffy for skating, so 
four of us, along with two 
dogs, headed to the west 
end of the Echo Trail to 
check out the late-De-
cember wilderness. A 
hike through snowless 
terrain on December 27. 
In the Boundary Waters. 
It seemed unimaginable, which was 
part of the appeal. 

I hadn’t hiked the Norway Trail 
before and like most Boundary 
Waters trails it took a bit of hunting 
to find the trailheads. There’s a north 
trailhead, which we opted against 
because it was 16 miles out and 
back, which was a bit more than we 
were up for, particularly given the 
limited daylight this time of year. 
So, we headed toward the south 
trailhead, which was supposed to 
be four miles round-trip. It wasn’t 
terribly ambitious, I know, but by 
the time we factored in the wrong 
turns and detours, it turned into a 
nine-mile jaunt. 

Our first wrong turn came 

before we even made it to the 
trailhead. Somewhere along the 
road, about the area we were 
expecting, we found a sign that 
simply said “Trail,” and pointed 
off into the woods. There was a 

slight pull-off and we 
figured this was what 
the Forest Service was 
calling a trailhead. We 
donned our backpacks, 
which were lightly 
loaded with a few sur-
vival items, dry socks, 
water, and snacks, and 
headed toward the trail. 
The woods were damp 
but not wet and the 
mosses were practical-
ly glowing after days 
of what could only be 
described as mossy 
weather. “It reminds me 

of the Pacific Northwest,” my sister 
commented as we passed through 
one particularly green stretch of 
blackjack forest. “Blackjack” is 
the term to describe the dominant 
species mix in the boreal forest— 
black spruce and jack pine, a type 
that extends from far northeastern 
Minnesota to the tree line. Here, 
on the southern edge of the boreal 
forest, the blackjack type is less 
common than in the heart of the 
taiga and the forest includes species 
like red and white pine and red 
maple, which fade out as you head 
north. 

The trail was rugged at times, 

R E G I O N A L — 
December of 2023 proved 
to be one for the meteoro-
logical record books. The 
jaw-dropping Christmas 
to New Year’s warm spell 
capped a month that was 
already running much 
warmer than normal, quite 
literally blowing away pre-
vious records for the month. 

In International Falls, 

for example, last month’s 
preliminary average monthly 
temperature of 27.6 degrees 
was a whopping 4.8 degrees 
above the previous warmest 
monthly record, set way back 
in 1913. 

“We creamed it,” said 
state climatologist Pete 
Boulay, of the border city’s 
new warm temperature 
record, which came in 15.9 
degrees above the monthly 
average. That preliminary 
reading could still be adjust-

ed should the state climatol-
ogy office receive a single 
missing low temperature 
reading from Dec. 16, but 
Boulay it would be unlike-
ly to change the monthly 
average by more than a tenth 
of the degree.

While most other north-
ern Minnesota weather 
stations lack the long 
period of record available 
at International Falls, sta-
tions throughout the region 
all finished far above their 

available averages. Weather 
stations at Kabetogama, 
Orr, Embarrass, and east of 
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Astonishing Christmas warmth puts the month as the warmest December ever recorded in the North Country

HIKING THE WILDERNESS

Free entry 
to Minnesota 
state parks 
on Monday

WHERE’S WINTER?

December was a month for the record books

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Winter green
A late December hike in a snowless 
BWCAW was disorienting at times

RECREATION

Top: Clair Helmberger, Jodi Summit, and Victoria 
Ranua (partially obscured) made their way recently 
along the Norway Trail on the edge of a then-snowless 
BWCAW. 

Above: Wintergreen leaves were abundant along the 
route. Even in the coldest winter, the wintergreen 
leaves remain green and continue to photosynthesize 
when exposed to light, relying on a waxy coating to 
prevent dessication. 

Below:  Making our way up a rocky outcrop along the 
way to Trout Lake. 

See HIKING...pg. 5B

See RECORD...pg. 5B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

photos by M. Helmberger/V. Ranua

Right: Decaying ice on 
the north arm of  Trout 
Lake in the BWCAW on 
Dec. 27.  While this 
shallow bay of the lake 
was frozen, other parts 
of the big lake remained 
open as of New Year’s

photo by M. Helmberger

REGIONAL— In their 
continuing effort to encourage 
Minnesotans to get outdoors, the 
Department of Natural Resources 
is waiving vehicle permit fees at 
all 75 state parks and recreation 
areas on Monday, Jan. 15., which 
coincides with the MLK holiday.

With this year’s unusual 
weather, it’s good to know there 
are many winter park activities 
that don’t require snow or ice, 
such as birding, winter hiking, 
nature photography, and having 
a campfire with hot chocolate 
and s’mores.

And, if sufficient snow 
arrives before Jan. 15, visitors 
can also partake in popular 
winter activities like sledding, 
snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing. Most parks offer snow-
shoe rentals, and select parks 
offer ski rentals. Visitors looking 
for rental equipment or certain 
recreational opportunities can 
use the ParkFinder tool(mndnr.
gov/parkfinder) to find the best 
park for their trip.  

The DNR recommends visi-
tors wear clothing appropriate for 
the weather, and bring water and 
snacks. If trails are icy, traction 
devices for footwear are useful.

This “Free Park Day” is one 
of four days each year on which 
the DNR waives the requirement 
for a vehicle permit at state parks 
and recreation areas. There is one 
fee-free day for each season of the 
year, giving Minnesotans a free of 
charge opportunity to experience 
the parks and recreation areas at 
different times of the year.

Four free park days are 
scheduled for Minnesota state 
parks and recreation areas in 2024 
including:

Monday, Jan. 15
Saturday, April 27
Saturday, June 8
Friday, Nov. 29
“Minnesota state parks and 

recreation areas are open 365 
days per year but some visitors 
only visit in summer,” said Ann 
Pierce, director of the DNR Parks 
and Trails Division. “We hope 
having a free day in each season 
will encourage people to get out 
and visit a park at a time of year 
they might not normally visit.”

Visitors are advised to check 
for updates in the visitor alert 
section of individual park web-
pages (mndnr.gov/parks) before 
leaving home. Visitors may also 
download free maps from park 
webpages, which can be used 
in the free Avenza maps app, 
available in the Apple App Store 
or Google Play. 

The entrance fee waiver 
for fee-free days does not cover 
amenity or user fees for activi-
ties like camping or equipment 
rentals.



RECORD...Continued from page 4B
Ely, all reported average 
monthly temperatures at 
least 15 degrees above 
average. The Hibbing 
airport and Tower stations 
both topped their monthly 
averages by 14.6 degrees. 

The state climatology 
office is still waiting on 
data from smaller weather 
stations as well to deter-
mine if last month topped 
the all-time warmest 
December ever recorded 
statewide. That record, 
set back way in 1877, was 
recorded when there were 
few weather stations in 
northern Minnesota, so 
direct comparisons for 
the North Country aren’t 
possible. But Boulay noted 
that weather records were 
kept at the Duluth harbor 
back in 1877 and he said 
this December was likely 
warmer than back then, at 
least at the harbor. That’s 
because other weather 
stations located at more 
northerly locations along 
the North Shore, such as 
at Two Harbors and Grand 
Marais, recorded a monthly 
average this past December 
close to the 1877 mark at 
Duluth, when the monthly 
mean temperature was 32.7 
degrees. Two Harbors, 
for example, reported an 
average December 2023 
temperature of 31.8 degrees, 
while Grand Marais aver-
aged 31.7 degrees for the 
month.

Official Duluth weather 
records are now kept at the 
airport, away from the lake, 
and are significantly colder, 
on average, than tempera-
tures at the harbor, at least 
during winter months. The 
Duluth airport averaged 
30.1 degrees this past 
month, which was 12.9 
degrees above average. 

“We likely would have 
set a new record had the 
recording still been done 
downtown,” said Boulay.
Astonishing 
Christmas warmth

The warm, moist air 
that descended on the state 
just ahead of Christmas was 
unprecedented according 
to the state climatology 
office, with temperatures 
reaching the 40s in north-
ern Minnesota and the 
50s in the southern part 
of the state, setting daily 
high-temperature records 
for both daytime highs 
and overnight lows. The 
warm air held levels 
of moisture previously 
unknown in Minnesota 
in late December. “Dew 
point temperatures surged 
into the 40s through the 
Boundary Waters and as 
far northwest as Crookston, 
with values reaching or 
exceeding 50 degrees F 
throughout eastern and 
southern Minnesota,” 
according to the state 
climatology office. “For 
instance, the dew point of 
45 degrees F recorded at 
International Falls at 2 p.m. 
on Dec. 24 is not only the 
highest on record for any 
date from early December 
into late February at that 
location, but also would 
have set a daily record 
at any of the much more 
humid southern Minnesota 
stations, including the Twin 
Cities and Rochester.”

The mild air and 
rain brought something 
else heretofore unknown 
to many northeastern 
Minnesota reporting sta-
tions— a brown Christmas. 
It was the first Christmas 
ever without at least one 
inch of snow on the ground 
in places like Tower, Babbit, 

Embarrass, Cook, Crane 
Lake, Virginia, Winton, 
and Isabella, according 
to records kept by the 
Department of Natural 
Resources. 

This year’s record-set-

ting December has also 
guaranteed records for the 
latest ice-in of major lakes 
in the state. As of Jan. 1, 
satellite images indicated 
large areas of open water 
remained on both Rainy 

and Namakan lakes and a 
number of deeper lake trout 
lakes in the BWCAW were 
reported to be open water as 
of the Jan. 1 trout opener, 
an unprecedented situation.
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from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi    Lo     Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
01/01     18     14     0.02    0.3”
01/02     27     15     0.00    
01/03     29     21     0.01    0.5”
01/04     21     -3      0.00    
01/05     18     10     0.00     
01/06     28     18     0.25    2.4” 
01/07     31     14     0.09    1.0”     
YTD Total        0.37     9.6” 

01/01     28     14     0.00    
01/02     28     23     0.02    0.2”
01/03     25      7      0.03    1.0”
01/04     16     10     0.00    
01/05     25     16     0.00     
01/06     30     19     0.00    
01/07     18     -8      0.00                        
YTD Total                 NA 

01/01     18     13     0.02     0.4”
01/02     26     14     0.00    
01/03     28     20     0.02     0.4”
01/04     20      3      0.02     0.4”
01/05     18      9      0.02     0.4”
01/06     26     17     0.18     3.0” 
01/07     31     14     0.18     2.0”          
YTD Total       0.44    21.1”     

01/01     17     11     0.00    
01/02     28      7      0.00    
01/03     27     16     0.01    0.1”
01/04     16      4      0.00    
01/05     17     10     0.00     
01/06     27     17     0.30    2.9” 
01/07     29     12     0.10    1.0”   
YTD Total      0.41    18.5”     

01/01     18     13     0.00    
01/02     27     14     0.00    
01/03     28     18     0.00    0.2”
01/04     18     -1      0.01    0.2”
01/05     18     10     0.00     
01/06     28     18     0.28    3.0” 
01/07     30     13     0.06    1.4”     
YTD Total                0.35   13.2”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

12  -6 1  -11 -1  -12 3  -140  -10

and not particularly evident 
at one point as we nego-
tiated our way through a 
beaver meadow complete 
with flowing water from 
the recent rains. It was a 
typical wilderness trail in 
other words.

We had hiked about 
two miles along the trail 
when the sun had peaked 
out at us just enough to 
leave me confused. We 
had assumed the trail was 
taking us to the south, 
where it was supposed 
to terminate at the north 
arm of Trout Lake, but I 
kept noticing my shadow 
ahead of me. I pulled out 
my phone’s GPS app and 
immediately realized we 
had been heading north 
and would need to return 
the way we had come if 
we wanted to get to Trout 
Lake. It could have been 
deflating but the weather 
was mild and the clouds 
were parting into a beauti-
fully clear day so we headed 
back to the car, had a snack, 
and then started walking 
down the road looking for 
the actual trailhead. A half 
mile later, we found a sign 
that indicated it was Entry 
Point #10 to the Boundary 

Waters, next to which we 
found a path heading south. 
We assumed this was the 
trailhead and took the path, 
which proved a surpris-
ingly level and easy trek 
most of the way, with a few 
interludes through some 
interesting rock outcrops. It 
turned out we were on the 
right path this time and after 
about an hour, we arrived 
at the lake. I had expected 
a typical Trout Lake shore-

line, a glorious pine-cov-
ered outcrop leading gently 
to the water, but it turns out 
it was low and swampy. We 
found a slight rise under a 
stubby white pine and sat 
down for a midday meal of 
hard-boiled eggs (thanks to 
our chickens!) and energy 
bars, while listening to the 
silence of the wilderness 
and enjoying the sun-
shine glistening across the 
mottled ice. It was after 

2:30 p.m. by the time we 
started back and we knew 
that we’d be flirting with 
darkness if we didn’t make 
our way quickly.

Along the way we had 
kicked up a few grouse, 
but on the way back bigger 
game crossed our path. 
About halfway back to 
the car, our dogs went on 
high alert, telegraphing 
that something large was 
nearby. It was the very 

large and very fresh moose 
tracks, which hadn’t been 
there during our first pass 
through, that identified the 
source of the dogs’ alarm 
even though we never got 
a glimpse of the animal 
itself. We didn’t linger 
long in hopes of spotting 
it given that our daylight 
was ebbing.

The sun was nearly set 
by the time we made it back 
to the car, and we were all 
happy to be off our feet for 
a while. It had been a great 

way to spend a day, even 
though it was somewhat 
disorienting. The forest 
had the look and feel of 
late October, even though 
the calendar told a different 
story. Would we ever again 
be able to hike a snowless 
Boundary Waters on Dec. 
27. I’d like to think not, 
but in a world where the 
climate is increasingly out 
of whack, I wouldn’t bet 
against it.

This Boundary Waters trail was lined with green moss and trees during 
a Dec. 27 hike, a time of year when the wilderness is normally draped in 
deep snow. photo by M. Helmberger

328 West Conan Street, Ely, Minnesota 55731 | 218-365-8788

RxLocal mobile app now available! Scan QR code to 
download, or search RxLocal in your smartphone’s app store.

At Ely Community Pharmacy, your health is our priority. Our on-site, pharmacist-
led team is here to answer questions, help manage your medications and 
provide the expert care you need—with the personal touch you deserve.

The service you deserve. The neighbors you trust.

Trust Ely Community Pharmacy for:

• Diabetic testing supplies

Centrum 
Men
200 Tablets

$18.99
Sale

$12.99
Sale

Centrum 
Women
120 Tablets

Vitafusion 
Gummy 
Vitamin D3 
120 Count

$12.99
Sale

Vitafusion 
Pre Natal 
Gummies 
90 Count

$12.99
Sale

• Over-the-counter medications   

• Immunizations   

Emergen-C
Gummies
45 count

$12.99
Sale

JANUARY
SPECIALS
“START THE NEW 
YEAR HEALTHY”

CONGRATULATIONS
to Beth Debeltz

Recent graduate of 
Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, AZ

Doctor of Education in 
Organizational Leadership 

with an emphasis in 
Healthcare Administration
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

Legal notices are online 
each week at timberjay.com 

www.mnpublicnotice.com/

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

OPENINGS
Vermilion Country 

School (VCS) is 
seeking applicants 

for the following 
positions:

Vermilion Country is a project based learning 
school seeking to expand our staffing. We 
are adding new positions! Currently open for 
interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485 
or email info@vermilioncountry.org for more 
information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades 
7-12(B.A. or teaching license required):

 Literature/Language Arts &/or Social Studies 
(Licensed) 40K-54K DOE
 Science &/or Math Teacher (Licensed) 40K-
54K DOE

Student Support and Community positions 
(no education license required) 

Benefits Eligible
 Special Education Assistant /para(Special 
Education ) (Hourly $17.50 - 24.50/HR +)
 Student Success Counselor (salary) ($40K 
annual salary) 
 Student Success Program Specialist (hourly 
$24-30/hr+ DOE) 

Part Time: 
 American Indian Programs Liaison & 
Community Organizer (Hourly $24-30/hr+ 
DOE) Part time 4-8 hours per week
 Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per 
week. Hourly rate DOE
 Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus)  
5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE

For inquiries, contact 
info@vermilioncountry.org 

and/or 218-248-2485

Notice of Sale
This is legal notice of the 
sale of a 2020 Ram 1500 
with a Possessory Lien, 
for mechanical work and 
storage, in the minimum 
amount of $8,260.77.

Sale of this vehicle is on 
January 15, 2024 at 9:00 
a.m. at Hibbing Chrysler 
Center, 1321 E. 39th 
Street, Hibbing, MN.  The 
owners and lienholder 
have been notified by cer-
tified mail.

Published in the 
Timberjay, Dec. 22, 29, 

2023 
and Jan. 12, 2024

Listening Point Foundation: 
Hiring Operations Manager

The Listening Point Foundation is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization located in Ely, Minnesota 
on the edge of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness (BWCAW), where author 
Sigurd F. Olson lived and worked.

The Foundation is dedicated to preserving the 
properties that inspired Olson and advancing 
his wilderness philosophy in order to fos-
ter people’s connection to wild places and 
inspire them to find their own listening point. 
The Foundation’s work focuses on providing 
opportunities to experience the wonder of 
Listening Point and carry forward the wilder-
ness experiences exemplified by the life and 
works of Olson and preserving the natural and 
historic integrity of Listening Point, Olson’s 
Writing Shack, and Gusty Island on Burntside 
Lake in Ely, MN.

The Listening Point Foundation is seeking an 
Operations Manager to help guide the orga-
nization through an exciting time of growth, 
transition, and opportunity for our organization, 
and to advance our mission to connect people 
with wild places and the work of Olson. We 
seek an energetic and organized individual 
who will work closely and collaboratively with 
our Executive Director to maintain efficient 
operations of the Foundation.

Location: Ely, MN
Hours: 20 hours/week
Wage: $17.00/hour with opportunity to raise 
rate commensurate with experience

Application/Timeline
Application information can be found on our 
website: listeningpointfoundation.org.

To apply, submit a cover letter and resume 
to board@listeningpointfoundation.org. 
Candidates invited for an interview will be 
asked to provide three professional refer-
ences. Review of applications will begin on 
January 3, 2024, and will be ongoing until the 
position is filled.   1/12

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools 

Head Girls’ Track Coach
Ely Public School District is looking for a 

Head Girl’s Track Coach for the 2024 spring 
season. Background check required.

Required Qualifications: 
 Bachelor’s Degree.
 Coaching licensure or ability to obtain (certi-
fication required to be an MSHSL head coach 
prior to the start of the 2023-2024 season).
 Previous coaching experience preferred;
 Must be available for several practices/
games per week from mid-March through early 
June, including some weekends and during 
school break periods. 
Preferred Qualifications: 
 Provide effective leadership for the pro-
gram, including development of practice and 
participation plans and oversight of assistant 
coaches.
 Demonstrate knowledge in all aspects of the 
sport and convey knowledge at an appropriate 
level to the athletes involved, running well 
organized and effective practices.
 Work effectively with other programs and 
personnel, including effective communication 
with players, parents, administrators, faculty 
and school staff and the media.
 Work in support of the department’s and 
school’s mission.
 Represent the school in a positive manner 
among alumni, supporters and external agen-
cies.
 Maintain compliance with MSHSL require-
ments.
 Manage budget effectively and manage 
administrative affairs in a timely fashion.
 Enforce and model proper standards of 
sportsmanship.
Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us
A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 Copy of credentials declaring appropriate 
License (per M.S. 122A.22)
Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.12.mn.us
Stipend: $4,280 
Deadline to apply: January 30, 2024; open 
until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 12 & 19, 2024

Public Hearing Notice for the 
Rainy Headwaters- Vermilion 
Watershed Comprehensive 

Watershed Management Plan
 

Over the past year, local partners have worked 
together to create a Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Plan also known as a One 
Watershed One Plan (1W1P). The partnership 
pulled from existing data, resource goals, and 
stakeholder input to develop local strategies 
to protect and in some cases restore this 
cherished watershed. The Rainy Headwaters-
Vermilion Planning Area covers almost 4,000 
square miles in 4 Counties (Cook, Lake, St. 
Louis, and Koochiching). It is located within 
the larger 1854 Ceded Territory and part of the 
Bois Forte Reservation is within the watershed 
on the shores of Onamuni Zaaga’iganiin (Lake 
Vermilion). The watershed is home to the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness and 
Voyageurs National Park. Waters within the 
watershed boundary flow to Rainy Lake and 
eventually Hudson Bay. 

The Rainy Headwaters-Vermilion Watershed 
partners include Cook County, Lake County, 
St. Louis County, Cook County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Lake County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, and North St. 
Louis Soil and Water Conservation District. An 
advisory committee of watershed stakeholders 
helped develop the plan that included federal, 
tribal, state, and local partners.

To view the plan, please visit the planning 
website: www.nslswcd.org/rrhwvr 

A hybrid public hearing is scheduled for 
January 26, 2024, at 10 AM at Minnesota North 
College – Vermilion Campus-Fireside Lounge 
(1900 E Camp St, Ely, MN) or the Seagull 
Lake Community Center (12059 Gunflint Trail, 
Grand Marais, MN). You can also join virtually 
via Zoom.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89311461684
Meeting ID: 893 1146 1684  
+1 301 715 8592
The link will also be posted on the website. 

This is your opportunity to provide input to the 
plan. Contact Becca Reiss at the North St. 
Louis SWCD for more information: becca@
nslswcd.org or 218-288-6143.  

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 12, 2024

Now Hiring at the 
Lake Vermilion-Soudan 

Underground Mine State Park
A trip 2,341 feet down to the 27th level of the Soudan 
Underground Mine is one of the most unique tour experi-
ences available in Minnesota.  Current openings include:
(5) seasonal 90% Mine Interpreter positions (Job ID 71713).  
(3) Intermittent (on-call) Mine Interpreter positions (Job ID 
71712). Salary Range: $21.60-$30.52/hourly

Minimum Qualifications: CANDIDATES MUST BE 18 
YEARS OLD or older by start date, in compliance with appli-
cable law. Six months experience in interpretation; OR one 
year experience in cultural history, geology, education, or 
natural history; OR equivalent experience. Applicants who 
meet this requirement must also pass a practical exercise 
that involves developing and giving a short presentation.
Preferred Qualifications: College degree in education, 
geology, interpretation, history, or related field.

Apply online now at https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/  
Closing Date: January 29, 2024

Questions? Email Sarah Guy-Levar, Interpretive 
Supervisor, sarah.guy-levar@state.mn.us

An Equal Opportunity Employer: Minnesota state agencies are 
equal opportunity, affirmative action, and veteran-friendly employ-
ers. The State of Minnesota recognizes that a diverse workforce 

is essential and strongly encourages qualified women, minorities, 
individuals with disabilities, and veterans to apply.   1/12

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

The Bearville Town Board will meet for a 
Special Town Board meeting on January 30, 
2024 at 6:30 pm at  the Carpenter Town Hall 
in order to discuss the Carpenter Township 
Satellite Fire building rental. This is an open 
meeting. The Carpenter Town Hall is located 
at 18626 State Hwy 1, Togo, MN  55723.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk
bearvilletownship@gmail.com

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 12, 2024



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

AA MEN’S PRIMARY 
PURPOSE meeting, Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m., First Presbyterian 
Church, 226 E Harvey St., Ely, 
218-235-3819l

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

HAY
COVER HAY FOR SALE- Small 
squares, can deliver. Call 218-
780-8870.  1/12c
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Advertise 
Here

One Low 
Price  

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

TREE SERVICE
TREE TIME TREE SERVICE-  
Fell, cut, and haul. Free esti-
mates. Call anytime...it’s always 
tree time for us! Dayle at 218-
994-9372.  1/12c

PUPPIES
RAT TERRIER PUPPIES FOR 
SALE- Type B Teddy Roosevelt 
Rate Terriers- Family dogs, 
love to please, intelligent, and 
easy to train. 3 femals, 1 male. 
Well socialized, vet-checked, 
wormed, and first shots. Born 
9/2/23. Piddle pad trained and 
ready to go to good homes. 
Females $400, Males $250. Call 
218-969-9114.  1/12



HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Let OUR
Experience
Work For

YOU!

Flooring • Laminates • Window Treatments • Kitchen

Cabinets • Saunas • Carpeting • Storage • Bath
Over 150 Years of Combined Professional Expertise!
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Let these experts help 
with your next project

LAW OFFICE

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

Subscribe Today
 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)

Heisel Bros.
We’re the Professionals!

PLUMBING & HEATING
Northgate Plaza • Virginia
218-741-8381 • www.heiselbros.com

Master Plumber 
PC644131

For all your 
HEATING,
PLUMBING
and
AIR CONDITIONING needs...

HOURS:
M-F 8 AM-5 PM

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
Winter Hrs: M-F: 8 AM-5 PM;    CLOSED Sat & Sun

VERMILION LUMBER

Wow Your Walls!
It’s time for new paint!

10% OFF
All Paints, Brushes

& Rollers
We are a UPS Drop/Pickup Site

NEW
HOURS

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/7/2024 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

833-326-1710

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
Plans start at just $20/month.


