Group eyeing
transitional

housing

Staff secking community input on plan to
help those recovering from substance abuse

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY — Thelocal nonprof-
it Well Being Development
is hoping to turn class action
lawsuit settlement funds into
transitional housing for local
residents recovering from the
effects of substance abuse. The
group, which has served the
Ely area since 2010, received
$134,000 from an opioid set-
tlement received by St. Louis
County.

The group currently oper-
ates the Northern Lights
Clubhouse and the Pathways
to Wellness care facilitator
program, but this would be the

group’s first venture into tran-
sitional housing in Ely. Since
receiving the funds in March,
the group has beenresearching
a number of options for best
directing the funds to serve
the unaddressed mental health
needs in the community. WBD
employees Deanna Swenson,
Beth Chapman, and Emily
Ferguson set a goal of iden-
tifying evidence-based and
cost-effective interventions
that could make a real differ-
enceinthelivesof those served
by the organization.
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" . Holiday Deadlines:

Dec. 22 issue: Ads/articles due by 10 a.m. on Dec. 20
Dec. 29 issue: Ads/articles due by 10 a.m. on Dec. 22

The Timberjay office will be closed Dec. 25 - Jan. 5.
No paper will be published on Jan. 5.
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Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989

WELL BEING DEVELOPMENT

in Ely

The three identified

several needs in Ely for clients
in recovery for substance use
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disorder (SUD), but ultimate-
ly settled on addressing the
need for transitional housing
for individuals working on
reintegrating into the local
community following sub-
stance abuse treatment. The
group is currently looking at
a four-bedroom residence on

See.. HOUSING pg. 9
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Above: Deanna Swenson,
co-director of Well Being
Development’s Ely
Recovery Project spoke
to the Ely City Council
recently while fellow
staffer Beth Chapman
looks on. The group was
there to discuss their
proposal for new
transitional housing.
photo by C. Clark

EMS woes

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- How to sustain rural
emergency medical services topped
the agenda on Monday during the
annual meeting of the Community
Economic Development Joint
Powers Board here. The influential
board is comprised of local units of
government, including the cities
of Ely and Winton, Morse and
Fall Lake townships and the Ely
School District and their annual
meeting regularly draws both state
and federal officials to the area to
hear, and frequently act, on local

WORKING TOGETHER

top joint powers meeting

concerns.

Morse Town Supervisor Bob
Berrini presided over Monday’s
meeting and kept the sometimes
ungainly meeting focused on its
agenda.

Rural EMS funding has been
at the top of mind for local officials
for the past two years so it was no
surpriseittopped Monday’s agenda.
“Rural EMS — we are at a crisis
level,” said Peter Makowski, from
U.S. Sen. Tina Smith’s office,
summing up the situation.

BerrinifollowedupMakowski’s
observation, noting his so-far

unsuccessful efforts as a member
of the board of the nonprofit Ely
Area Ambulance Service to gain
additional funding sources to keep
the service afloat. He noted that
the EAAS service area includes
portions of the federally owned and
managed Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness.

“I’ve been working for years
with Rep. Pete Stauber,” Berrini
said, “on getting more money for
[serving] the Boundary Waters with
EMTs,ambulances,and everything

See...JOINT POWERS pg. 9

Above:
Participants
in Monday’s
Community
Development
Joint Powers
Board
assembled at
the Grand Ely
Lodge for the
annual
meeting to
discuss a
wide range of
local issues
and concerns.

photo by C. Clark
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CITY OF TOWER

Council OKs
two-percent
levy increase

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — The city council here,
on Monday, approved a surplus 2024
budget that calls for spending of $2.055
million with anticipated revenue of
$2.102 million. The revenue forecast
includes a local tax levy of $414,736,
a two-percent increase over last year,
which the council approved as well as
part of its budget actions.

The city’s improving budget
picture comes in part thanks to a
slew of additional municipal funding
approved by the Legislature during
the most recent session, which will
add about $90,000 to the city’s coffers
in the coming year. Clerk-Treasurer
Michael Schultz outlined some of the
new revenue sources for 2024, includ-
ing a $21,678 payment for small cities
assistance and $18,642 in public safety

See...COUNCIL pg. 11

TOWNSHIPS

Owens seeks
to rebuild
in wake of
resignations

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

COOK- After a tumultuous
November meeting at which the town
board chairand town clerk resigned and
attendees were abruptly ejected from
the meeting with the assistance of a
sheriff’s deputy, the Owens Township
board met Tuesday to put the pieces of a
functioning government back together.

The town board was left with only
two supervisors, Mike Christensen
and Doyle Svedberg, and no chairman
after the resignation of chairman Wally
Refsdahl in response to ongoing con-
troversy over the status of a portion
of Derusha Rd. Longtime town clerk
Shirley Woods also resigned over the

See...OWENS pg. 9

WOLF VS DEER

Hunters’ group takes aim: at wolves

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

AURORA - A crowd
of over 300 packed the gym-
nasium at the Loon Lake
Community Center south
of Aurora last Thursday to
show their support foranew
hunter’s advocacy group,
Huntersd4Hunters, and their
quest to address what they

say is the problem of wolves
decimating the deer popu-
lation in Minnesota.

The group’s claims
are at odds with analyses
done by the Department
of Natural Resources,
Voyageurs Wolf Project
and others, which have
identified recent hard
winters as the primary

cause of a decrease in deer
numbers and the resulting
decline in hunter success
in northeastern Minnesota.
Instead, the group’s leaders
insist that gray wolves are
to blame. Hunters4Hunters
wants the DNR to establish
a wolf hunting season to
decrease the number of
wolves and allow the deer

population to recover.
“My starting slide here,
youseethe wolfintheback- 5§
ground chasing that deer?
You see this deer here with
the chunk of flesh hanging
off its hind quarters? You [
see the wolfbehind thisone [

here? This is happening 24  About 300 people concerned about wolves turned out
to a recent public meeting on the subject near Aurora.

See...WOLVES pg. 10

photo by D. Colburn
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piragis.com

Piragis Winter Wonderland Gift POPUP:
Saturday Dec. 16th 11 - 4 Outside at Piragis
Featuring local Artists: Felted Whimsy by Zoe

Moonlight Musings Jewelry by Megan
Running Duck Ceramics by Lucy and more!

piragis.com

218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

8 |04879 35140| 5
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Embarrass to hold holiday gathering Dec. 16

EMBARRASS — All are invited to come and
enjoy the holiday spirit in Embarrass and the beau-
ty of ice candles. The Embarrass Cemetery will be
aglow Saturday, Dec. 16 with the annual display of
candles in memory of loved ones. Also, on Saturday
is the holiday gathering at the town hall from 4-6 p.m.
Christmas goodies will be served along with crafts
and movies for the kids.

Donations of Christmas cookies or bars for the ice
candle and holiday gathering are being accepted. If
you can donate a dozen cookies or a pan of bars to this
worthy event it will be greatly appreciated by all who
attend. Volunteers are also needed to help place ice

candles at the cemetery that afternoon.

Call the clerk’s office at 218-984-2084 with any
questions or for more information on how to volun-
teer.

Form 1099-MISC being issued for Direct

Tax Rebate payment recipients

STATEWIDE - The Minnesota Department of
Revenue will mail federal Form 1099-MISC to all
Minnesota Direct Tax Rebate recipients to use when
filing their 2023 federal income tax returns in 2024.
Recipients should expect their Form 1099-MISC by
the end of January.

While Direct Tax Rebates are not taxable for Min-
nesota purposes, the IRS has determined that they are
taxable on the federal return. Recipients will report the
Form 1099-MISC amount on line 8 of federal Sched-
ule 1 (Form 1040).

The payment is not taxable on Minnesota returns.
If recipients include this payment in their federal ad-
justed gross income, they should subtract it from their
Minnesota taxable income on line 33 of their Schedule
MI1M, Income Additions and Subtractions. Recipients
who file Form M1PR, Homestead Credit Refund (for
Homeowners) and Renter’s Property Tax Refund,
should subtract the payment from their household
income on line 10 of the form.

For general questions and information about the
payment, visit our Direct Tax Rebate Payments web-
page. For questions about filing your federal return
and reporting Form 1099-MISC income, call the IRS
at 1-800-829-1040.

History Happy Hour set for Dec. 20 at 5 p.m.
ELY- History Happy Hour scratches the surface
on a different Ely Area history topic each month, the
third Wednesday at 5 p.m. The December program
is Iconic Holiday Foods (With a Few Samples) on
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 5 p.m. The Boathouse has
offered the use of its Lookout Lounge (upstairs) and
provides bartenders/servers for the length of the pro-
gram (upstairs closes at 5:45pm).

A Festive Holiday
Choral Concert

Sunday, December 17
2:00 PM

Tower Elementary School Gym
Free Will Donation

Refreshments Following
The Performance!

REGIONAL - The
Northland Foundation
is pleased to feature the
individuals and projects
receiving the most recent
round of Maada’ookiing
grants.

Maada’ookiing (“the
distribution” in Ojibwe)
is a Native-led program
of the Northland Foun-
dation. The program is
designed to strengthen re-
lationships with and offer
support to Native Ameri-
can community members
doing individual or small
group work related to:

» Supporting Native
American youth

» Strengthening use
of or access to Native
American language (in-
cluding also digital apps,
dictionaries, video, and
other creative projects

» Sharing Native
American culture/spiritu-
al practices and activities

» Sustaining tribal
civic engagement, sover-
eignty, and self-determi-
nation (including non-par-
tisan Get-Out-the-Vote or
civic education)

MT. IRON- — Mesa-
bi Musical Theatre (MMT)
is holding auditions Dec.
19 — 20 for a unique show
about a country music leg-
end and her biggest fan.
“Always...Patsy Cline” is
based on Cline’s real-life
friendship with Texas
housewife Louise Seger
before the singer died in
a 1963 plane crash at age
30. Seger relives how she
and Cline became friends
and pen pals, a story that
includes dozens of classic
country and western hits.

Patsy Cline was the
first woman inducted into
the Country Music Hall of
Fame and influenced art-
ists such as Loretta Lynn,
Reba McEntire, Linda
Ronstadt, Cyndi Lauper,
and Kasey Musgraves.

“Always...Patsy
Cline” is a sweet and
moving homage to Patsy
Cline—a show that en-
chanted me several years
ago at the Chanhassen
Dinner Theatre,” said
MMT board member Jack
Gritzmacher. “MMT is
now proud to produce this
entertaining show, not just
for all those Patsy Cline
fans out there but all those
people in the community
who may love to take a
nostalgic, heartfelt jour-
ney to an out-of-the-way
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PHONE: 218-481

Physical Therapy Clinics in
Floodwood,

MODERN PAIN RELIEF TREATMENT

Headaches * Jaw Pain
Shoulder, Neck, & Back Pain
Muscular Tension
Planter Fasciitis

Tower & Duluth

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free
consultation to see if physical therapy can
help you or look us up on the web

-7603
WEBSITE: living-well-therapy.com

DRY NEEDLING

GIVING
Seven Maada’ookiing grants awarded to Native

American individuals in fall 2023 funding round

Diversity of creative, grassroots work receives $16,529 in funding support

» Shifting the nar-
rative and increasing vis-
ibility of contemporary
Native American commu-
nities

» Promoting Native
American leadership and
experiences (projects that
provide training, network-
ing, and education oppor-
tunities)

» Engaging in Na-
tive American grassroots
organizing (projects that
strengthen community
well-being and/or respond
to Native American com-
munity issues)

Grants of up to
$2,500 each are offered
three times per year to
applicants who are trib-
al citizens, descendants,
or who have kinship ties
or affiliation to Native
American  communities
within the Foundation’s
geographic service area.
Since the program started
in May 2021, 74 grants to-
taling more than $180,000
have been given.

The Maada’ookiing
Advisory Board reviewed
and approved the follow-

Maada’ookiing

ing fall 2023 grant awards.

» La Vonne Cloud,
Deer River: $2,500 -
To support a beading class
on the Leech Lake Reser-
vation.

» Annette Humphrey,
Deer River: $2,500 -
To support data collection
for improving housing
access on the Leech Lake
Reservation.

Wendy Jourdain,
Cass Lake: $2,500 -
To support community
building and cultural con-
nection through weekly
sewing sessions on the
Leech Lake Reservation

»Stacy Palm-
er, Orr: $2,500 -
To support an afterschool
regalia making class for
youth at Bois Forte Res-
ervation.

> Elizabeth Jaa-
kola, Cloquet: $2,500 -
To support the creation of
an album of original mu-

THEATER

Mesabi Musical Theatre seeks two
actresses for Patsy Cline musical

road house where Pat-
sy shared her music and
made a life-long friend.”
Publisher Ted Swind-
ley Productions says, “The
musical play, complete
with down home country
humor, true emotion and
even some audience par-
ticipation, includes many
of Patsy’s unforgettable
hits such as "Crazy," "I

Fall to Pieces," "Sweet
Dreams" and "Walking
After Midnight"...27

songs in all. The show’s ti-
tle was inspired by Cline’s
letters to Seger, which
were consistently signed
‘Love ALWAYS... Patsy
Cline.””

The musical will be
directed by Susan Nel-
son, who holds a Master
of Arts degree in theater.
She has directed plays
and musicals for Hibbing
High School, Mesabi Mu-
sical Theatre, and the Lyr-
ic Center for the Arts. She
will also lend her talents
as a costume designer for
the 1950s and ‘60s out-
fits Patsy Cline and Louis
Seger wear in “Always...
Patsy Cline.”

“I am so excited to
direct this show. I read the
script several years ago
and fell in love with the
story,” Nelson said. “This
musical not only show-

cases the music of Patsy
Cline, it also explores the
deep bond and friendship
between the two charac-
ters. The women live very
different lives but despite
that form a wonderful,
heartfelt friendship that
both women need to car-
ry on. I look forward to
directing such a phenom-
enal piece.”

Auditions are sched-
uled for Tuesday, Dec.
19 and Wednesday, Dec.
20 at Mt. Iron-Buhl Pub-
lic Schools’ Merritt Au-
ditorium located at 8659
Unity Dr. Singing and
acting auditions begin at
6 p.m. both nights. Those
wishing to audition may
attend either night and
should expect to be pres-
ent for about an hour and
a half. The actress who
plays Louise need not be
an experienced singer.
A list of scheduling con-
flicts through Feb. 25 is
requested.

MMT is also seeking
musicians to fill remaining
spots in the show’s band.
Instruments required are
keyboard, bass, lead gui-
tar, steel guitar, drums,
and fiddle. Musicians
should be able to read
sheet music and follow a
score. Email mesabimu-
sical@gmail.com or call

Scenic i Ravers
N2

HEALTH S5ERVICES —m

sic by Fond du Lac youth.

» Victoria McMil-
len, Cloquet: $2,500 -
To support cultural leath-
erworking classes on the
Fond du Lac Reservation.

»Olivia Al-
len, Duluth: $1,529 -
To support the creation of
solar-powered wild rice
processors for use at a Na-
tive American youth sum-
mer camp.

Grant  applications
are accepted anytime us-
ing an online grant por-
tal. The next application
deadline is February 15,
2024. Those who are in-
terested in applying for a
grant are encouraged to
visit the Northland Foun-
dation’s website and con-
tact Cayla Bellanger De-
Groat by email at cayla@
northlandfdn.org or phone
at (218) 730-3387 with
questions.

producer Tucker Nelson at
218-780-4594 for details.

Performances of “Al-
ways...Patsy Cline” will
be presented at Merritt
Auditorium Feb. 23 at 7
p-m. and Feb. 25 at 2 p.m.,
with the possibility of an
added third performance.
Tickets will be available
in late January.

Mesabi Musical The-
atre started in 2002 to
provide Iron Range high
school students opportuni-
ties to participate in musi-
cal theater, but shows now
include performers of all
ages.

The group became
a 501(c)(3) organization
in 2014 and continues its
mission of “bringing the
best of Broadway to the
Iron Range.” MMT has
presented 14 musicals
(including "The Sound of
Music," "Chicago," and
"Footloose") and three
showtunes revues. To
learn more about the orga-
nization and its upcoming
production of “Always...
Patsy Cline”, visit www.
mesabimusicaltheater.
com.

MEDICAL - DENTAL - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

@) 1-877-541-2817
WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Tower and
Breitung Township received
good news last week when the
Iron Range Resources and Re-
habilitation Advisory Board
awarded projects in those com-
munities totaling $365,000.

The city of Tower will re-
ceive $290,000 for the ongoing
historic Tower Fire Hall rehabil-
itation project being undertaken
by the Tower-Soudan Historical
Society. These funds will pro-
vide for a new HVAC system
and electrical upgrades to the
museum. The overall project is
intended to improve the build-
ing’s appearance, quality, and
functionality as a historic re-
source as it is readied for public
use. The project is expected to
create five construction jobs.

The IRRR also awarded
$75,000 to Breitung Township
for a project to improve the san-
itary and storm sewer system on
First Avenue and Church Street.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Tower Fire Hall rehab gets $290,000 from IRRR

Breitung sewer, road projects receive $75,000

The need for a new sewer line,
storm sewer and road recon-
struction was identified through
cleaning and camera inspec-
tions and road surface runoff.
The project, which is expected
to create two construction jobs,
will help reduce high inflow and
infiltration issues.

Mining grants

Six regional mining com-
panies will receive $8.6 million
in rebates of their payments of
the Taconite Production Tax for
projects designed to improve
working conditions and produc-
tivity in the mines.

This annual disbursement
from the Taconite Economic
Development Fund is based
on the amount of tonnage plus
chips and fines produced by
each company and is mandated
by law. Companies must match
the rebates they receive dollar
for dollar and may only use the
funds for purposes specified in
statute.

Minorca is eligible for a
$695.,929 rebate to apply toward
a $3.2 million project to add
wet cleanup systems to reduce
the risk of dust exposure from
airborne particles. The phased
project will begin with improve-
ments to the fine crusher grade
floor, the coarse ore reclaim and
the primary crusher buildings.
Fine material generated during
cleanup activities will be re-
moved from the crushing circuit
and delivered in a slurry direct-
ly to a concentrator. The project
will also increase crushing effi-
ciencies.

Northshore Mining Compa-
ny will invest nearly $2 million
to replace both its North Screen
House Scrubber and Hearth
Layer Baghouse located in the
pellet plant, with $695,929
coming from the rebate award.
The baghouse will be upgraded
in both volume and cloth area
to capture more fugitive dust.
It will exhaust the clean air in-

side the building while keep-
ing building pressure neutral.
The new scrubber will have
ductwork designed for better
flow of material and less plug-
ging.

Other rebates awarded in-
clude:

> Hibbing Taconite Mining
Company, $1,549,876.

» U.S. Steel — Keetac,
$1,076,262.

» U.S. Steel — Minntac,
$3,173,541.

» United Taconite Mining
Company, $1,226,395.

Aurora Eco

Development

Meanwhile, the IRRR
board placed a $15 million bet
on the economic future of the
city of Aurora, the poorest com-
munity in Minnesota according
to the latest American Commu-
nity Survey, by providing $9
million for the development of
an industrial park and a $6 mil-

lion loan for construction of a
30,000-square-foot spec build-
ing to be leased to a future man-
ufacturing tenant.

The loss of LTV Steel Com-
pany in Hoyt Lakes in 2001 and
the accompanying loss of 1,400
jobs hit the city hard, and oth-
er business development proj-
ects have not come to fruition.
The typical household annual
income in Aurora is $32,287,
which is 58 percent less than the
statewide median household in-
come.

The Aurora industrial park
will be located at the intersection
of state Hwy. 135 and County
Road 100. The $9 million grant
will pay for development of in-
frastructure and utilities to serve
about 80 acres. The $6 million
spec building with a flexible de-
sign will be owned by a future
Aurora Economic Development
Authority and leased to a manu-
facturer, with the revenue going
to pay off the zero-interest loan.
The project is estimated to cre-
ate 98 construction jobs.

SOIL SCIENCE

Loam game now available at the Timberjay

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- Did you know
there are more living things in
a spoonful of soil that there are
people on this planet? Soil biol-
ogist Max Helmberger, of Tow-
er, has been fascinated by the
tiny creatures that live in soil
since he was a child. Now, he
has just released a new strategy
game to introduce others to the
amazing world that lies in the
soil beneath our feet.

Helmberger is currently a
post-doctoral fellow and lec-
turer at Boston University and
he developed the game, named
“Loam,” as an educational tool
for students learning soil ecolo-
gy. It’s a strategy card-matching
game with an objective of build-
ing healthy soil by competing
with other players to obtain the
right mix of organisms. Play-
ers explore the soil’s weird and
wonderful biodiversity through
a variety of cards, each with
Helmberger’s anatomically ac-
curate illustrations and informa-

tion about each organism.

The game can be played by
one to four players and is aimed
at ages 10 to adult.

Packed into a small box,
the game features 120 “crea-
ture cards.” Players take turns to

grow the health of their soil by
assembling communities of or-
ganisms, invertebrates, and in-
sects that work together to cre-
ate healthy soils. The game also
includes an instruction book,
playing pieces, and a quick start

guide. Instructions for the game
are also available in an online

video at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gXb¥Y2cYIysE,
or search YouTube for “How to
Play Loam.” The game also in-
cludes instructions for solo play,
and some more advanced game
modes once players have mas-
tered the basic strategies. Play-
ing time can be as short as 15
minutes but will vary depending
on how many are playing.

A few copies of Loam are
now available for sale at the
Timberjay office in Tower. The
game retails for $39.99, and
there are only a limited number
available. Since it was financed

through crowd funding, the ini-
tial production run was limited
to the number of pre-orders,
which included orders from
some retail outlets, including
the online site gamesandstuffon-
line.com.

The game was funded
through a website that special-
izes in game startups and it
reached its funding goal in less
than 10 days, eventually raising
over $20,000 to produce Loam.
An employee-owned printing
facility in California manufac-
tured the game.

Max is the son of Timber-
jay owners Jodi Summit and
Marshall Helmberger. He grad-
uated from Tower-Soudan High
School in 2011, earned his BS
degree from UMD, a Masters
from Cornell, and a PhD in
Entomology from Michigan
State University. He is currently
teaching classes on soil ecology
as well as educational game de-
sign.

REAL ESTATE

218-666-5352

MLS# 145797

AEA75 WE NEED LISTINGS!
3 Contact us for a free
property valuation

info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

GREANEY 80 acres of mostly mid to lowlands
with level ground. This property is completely
surrounded by thousands of acres of state land!
Build your dream home or hunting shack and
enjoy being surrounded by nature. $75,000

WINTON 2 BR, 2 BA home sits on a large lot
within easy walking distance of Fall Lake and a
public landing. Main floor has living areas and
BA, upstairs has BRs and 3/4 BA, unfinished
basement. Several outbuildings, garage, city

sewer and water. $125,000 MLS# 145968

VERMILION

LANID COFFICE

Rea.l Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook ¢ Tower * Virginia
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RE/MA X
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we 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

RE/MAX

Lake Country

B/

Johnson Lake-$159,0002.3 wooded acres with 35+/-
ft of shoreline. Rustic off the grid cabin with generator
power, gas cook stove, wood stove and privy. Johnson
Lake is located 15 miles west of the town of Crane
Lake off a well-maintained forest road. MLS#146065

0Orr-$63,600 Great hunting and recreational property.
52.62 undeveloped, wooded, rolling acres located
about 2.5 miles north of Ash Lake. Adjoins public land
and timber company lands on all 4 sides. MLS#145217

Crane Lake-$145,000 16.27 acres along the Crane
Lake Rd, just north of the Nelson Rd.1,000's of acres
of state and federal land adjoins this property to the
East that runs all the way to the Canadian border.
Just a mile to Crane Lake and the southern entry into
Voyageurs National Park. MLS#146016

Orr-$40,000 Motivated Seller! Looking for hunting
land? Look no further. 40 acres in Buyck with frontage
along the Shuster Rd. Nice rolling elevation on south
part of property along the Shuster Rd. MLS#143084

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Sl sk
SELLS o

RE/MAX
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Minnesota Power

Customers have a role in paying for
the company’s energy transition

No one likes to see higher
prices for anything, particularly
something as basic to our ev-
eryday lives as electricity. And
that’s one reason that most states
in the U.S., including Minneso-
ta, have agencies in place that
are tasked with the job of deter-
mining whether rate increases
by privately-owned utilities are
justified.

Because of the nature of
power distribution, the opportu-
nity for competition is limited.
While we may have multiple
choices for internet or cell phone
providers, or where to shop for
household goods or refuel our
vehicles, most of us have only
one provider of electricity.

What our electricity market
lacks in competition, is made
up for through regulation, either
by the Minnesota Public Utili-
ties Commission (MPUC), or by
members in the case of electric
cooperatives.

Companies file rate increase
requests regularly. The MPUC
typically allows the company
to charge a portion of their pro-
posed increase on an interim ba-
sis while the MPUC allows the
company to make their case for a
permanent rate increase.

That’s what happened late
last week when the MPUC vot-
ed last Thursday, Dec. 7, to allow
Duluth-based Minnesota Power
to charge an interim 8.6 percent
rate hike, starting in January,
while it reviews the company’s
request for a 12-percent final
increase. The interim increase
is expected to add about eight
bucks to a residential customer’s
monthly bill.

If Minnesota Power’s rate
increase was just a bid for bigger
profits, it wouldn’t pass muster.
As part of life as a regulated mo-
nopoly, the company is allowed
an annual return on investment
of just under ten percent. But
Minnesota Power’s recent re-
quest for higher rates comes at
a time that the company is mak-
ing major changes in the sources
of the power that it provides to
customers as it works to com-
ply with state laws intended to
reduce Minnesota’s reliance
on polluting sources of energy,
particularly coal. Coal-burning
power plants have long contrib-
uted significantly to a wide range
of air pollutants, including mer-
cury, which has been added to
our lakes through deposition in
rain and snow. Most critically,
CO2 emissions from coal plants
have been a major contributor to
climate change.

State law has set mandatory
targets for the phase-out of coal
and other fossil fuels in the pro-
duction of electricity and Min-
nesota Power has been a leader
among the state’s utilities in mak-
ing this energy transition, having
already shuttered seven of its

nine coal-burning plants, in favor
of wind and solar as well as ener-
gy conservation. As we reported
last April, the company has ex-
ceeded the state’s energy conser-
vation goal for the 13th year in a
row by offering assistance to its
customers who wish to keep their
electric bills in check through
conservation measures. Just last
year, the company’s efforts saved
764 million kilowatt-hours, or
enough to power nearly 8,500
homes for a year. Saving energy,
of course, means less revenue
for a power company, so getting
a bit more for the power that the
company does sell to customers
would seem reasonable.

At the same time, the com-
pany’s investments in renew-
able energy as well as the cost
of decommissioning coal-fired
power plants, can’t be ignored.
These are investments that both
improve the region’s air quali-
ty and fight climate change and
are clearly in the public interest.
Minnesota Power acknowledges
it will take advantage of federal
grants now available under the
Inflation Reduction Act, which
will provide financial incentives
that will help fund a portion of
these investments. But grants
won’t cover all the costs, and it’s
not unreasonable to expect cus-
tomers to pay a bit more to gain
significant long-term benefits.

We recognize that even a
small rate increase can be oner-
ous for those on fixed incomes,
which is why the MPUC should
insist that Minnesota Power con-
tinue to do all it can to ensure
that its programs to assist low-in-
come customers remain well
funded.

At the same time, the MPUC
should be asking why it is that
Minnesota Power has seen a
greater increase in rates in recent
years than have other utilities
in the state. The cost of renew-
able forms of energy have fallen
so dramatically in recent years
that the shift to renewables has
allowed some power suppliers,
like Great River Energy, to actu-
ally reduce their rates.

Renewable sources of power
aren’t only cleaner, they don’t re-
quire the purchase of trainloads
of coal or vast quantities of natu-
ral gas and those savings should
eventually be passed along to
customers.

If these rate adjustments are
designed to finance the compa-
ny’s transition to cheaper, renew-
able sources of power over the
next 15 years, then customers
have a right to eventually expect
lower, or at least stable, rates
in the future. Minnesota Power
deserves credit, and compensa-
tion, for its currently aggressive
efforts to reduce its emissions. It
shouldn’t, however, get a blank
check.
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The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Letters from Readers

You can help
preserve the

Boundary Waters

Minnesota is known
as the land of ten thousand
lakes. About 1,175 of them
are contained within the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, “Wilderness
offers freedom to those who
wish to pursue an experience
of expansive solitude, chal-
lenge and personal integra-
tion with nature.” In other
words, the Boundary Waters
offer an incredible nature ex-
perience.

Unfortunately, not ev-
eryone would like to pre-
serve that experience. Twin
Metals Minnesota, a compa-
ny owned by Chilean mining
conglomerate Antofagasta,
has recently begun explor-
atory drilling to search for
minerals in the headwaters of
the Boundary Waters. These
events, along with the Min-
nesota DNR’s reasoning for
allowing this drilling were
covered in the recent Timber-
jay article “DNR approves
Franconia drilling plan”

This form of mining,
unfortunately, has extremely
negative effects on local eco-
systems, leaking dangerous
minerals into the water sup-
ply. According to Save the
Boundary Waters, an organi-
zation committed to protect-
ing the boundary waters’ nat-
ural ecosystems, “A copper
mine in the Boundary Waters
watershed will pollute the
wilderness for generations
to come, causing irrevers-
ible harm to water quality,
wildlife, public health, and
a sustainable outdoor recre-
ation-based economy.”

There is currently a re-
cently issued 20-year fed-
eral ban on mining near the
boundary waters, and envi-
ronmental protection organi-

zations like Save the Bound-
ary Waters are pushing to
extend the ban indefinitely
on a state and federal level.
To help save the Boundary
Waters, consider civic ac-
tion, such as sending letters
to your congresspeople, or
attending Save the Boundary
Waters rallies.

Cameron Smith

Blake School Soph.

Long Lake

Reality holds
more challenge

than belief

Life, reality, and mat-
ter are mysteries that elude
scientific explanation. Six-
ty-five percent of the Earth
is unexplored, dark energy
(68 percent) and dark matter
(27 percent) make up 95 per-
cent of the universe leaving
less than 5 percent explained.
When belief turns into an-
ti-science bigotry, human
intelligence and imagination
becomes the first casualty to
ignorance.

Reason is more elegant
and eloquent than magical
thinking.  Pythagoras rea-
soned that the square of the
hypotenuse of a right-tri-
angle equals the sum of the
squares of the two shorter
sides. Magical thinking, the
cotton candy of thought, is a
lot of fluff and fuzz without
evidence. Superstition blind-
ly accepts belief as truth.

Real spirituality is found
in skepticism, not blind faith.
Spirituality embraces whole-
ness without boundary. Spir-
itualism, as belief, establishes
a boundary of unquestioned
authority. As skeptics chal-
lenge assumptions that con-
sciousness emerges from
matter, non-physical reality
finally gains some serious
scientific attention.

Evolution reveals mir-
acles more compelling than
creationism. To Einstein,
the miracle is that the in-

world i

comprehensible
comprehensible. Evolutiot
explains how complex lif
forms emerge from physica
activities. Creation storie:
as supernatural dogma, taker
literally, suppresses scientific
inquiry for understanding.

The grandeur of the
natural far exceeds the su
pernatural. In nature, we art
one with the world and the
supernatural is not of thi
world. Our senses feast or
the physical world to dazzl
our perception to doubt anc
question versions of reality
Imagination and interroga
tion drives our search to dis
cover truth while beliefs ar
“inventions of truth.”

Truth is far more phe
nomenal than fiction. Nou
menon, a thing itself, canno
be experienced, therefore
remains unknown. Phenom
ena is the sensory appear
ance or result of observatior
of things perceived while the
thing itself remains a mys
tery. Humans only see vis
ible light which makes uj
0035 percent of the electro
magnetic spectrum.

Harold Honkola

Stillwater

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to  marshall@timber-
jay.com.

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300
words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

COMMENTARY

Do you know anyone confined to an iron lung?

A picture is often worth
1,000 words. Here’s one that
I drafted for a blog during the
measles outbreak of 2019, using
data from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

The whole point of this

that killed millions. I grew up
on stories from my mother of
how many families of Marshall,
Minn. would be devastated ev-
ery year after visiting the su-
per-spreader event of the state
fair, when polio would ravage
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little graph is that

entire communities

vaccines work.
It’s a stunning il-
lustration of what
happens when you
follow practices
recommended by
evidence-based sci-
ence.

We’ve elim-
inated several
diseases  through
vaccines, diseases

in its wake. This was
everyday life in Min-
nesota in the 1940s.
Then Dr. Sauk’s
polio vaccine arrived,
and this little graph
shows what happened
next. Polio is no lon-
ger a scourge. These
days, kids don’t even
know what an iron
lung is, whereas I
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grew up knowing someone ex-
iled to living with one just to
breathe in the aftermath of a
polio outbreak in the 1950s. Did

you know the curves for the in-
cidence of measles and rubella
look almost the same? Vaccines
work if herd immunity can be

achieved through the publi
health initiatives of an enlight
ened society, which we used t
be.

When confronted with ev
idence like this, I often find i
unfathomable that some peopl
think their misinformed opin
ion against vaccines should tak
precedence over the health of a1
entire society. “Misinformed” i
a polite way to express what
really think.

Yes, this is a topic that’
been beaten to death. It’s likel:
impossible to convert true be
lievers in myths, superstitions

See VACCINES...pg. 5
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An open letter to
Sen. Klobuchar

Dear Senator Klobuchar:

I see that you have received
money from AIPAC (an organi-
zation that supports genocide in
Palestine) of over $664,011. Do
you realize that 20,000 Palestin-
ians are dead, mostly children
because of U.S. support for Is-
rael?

Please send that mon-
ey back to them and work for
peace. No more aid to Israel.

It seems like you support
war and genocide over peace,
justice, and the rights of the Pal-
estinian people.

Please start representing the
People of the United States.

Thank you.

Steve Johnson

Ely

Letters from Readers

Hydrogen is the best
alternative to fossil
fuels

A stunning statement from
the executive presiding over the
recent two-week climate confer-
ence in Dubai, who stated there
is no science behind the idea
that fossil fuels must be phased
out to keep global temperatures
from rising above 1.5 degrees
C. In addition, Saudi Arabia op-
poses any agreement that calls
for the phase out of oil, gas, or
coal. In contrast, there are sci-
entists and a number of world
leaders calling for dramatic re-
duction in fossil fuels believing
that continuation of their use
will create catastrophes, result-
ing from severe storms, heat,
droughts, and fire.

Bank of America estimates
that the cost to control climate
change will be about $75 trillion,
but no action to curb fossil fuels

will result in disasters costing
$175 trillion.

It should be noted that two
U.S. companies, Exxon and
Chevron, recently paid out more
than $110 billion for added oil
resources to assure their future
oil production.

Despite all the lobbying,
scientific analysis and the
probability  of  catastrophe,
the only realistic motivating
factor for stopping fossil
fuel production and usage is
a superior competitive fuel
without toxic emissions that
costs less to produce and to
distribute than gas, oil, or coal.

Hydrogen can be developed
to fulfill those requirements. It
does not produce greenhouse
emissions. The emerging indus-
try has already produced hydro-
gen powered cars, trucks, buses,
trains, boats, and airplanes and a
host of stationary power sourc-
es for industrial uses. Costs for
production are decreasing every

year as the industry grows.
Hydrogen canbe transported
by boats, trains, pipelines, or
trucks and does not degrade
over time. It can be distributed
through existing gas stations
with new hydrogen pumps. The
pumps are approxiately the
same size as existing gas pumps
and can fill a hydrogen tank as
fast as a gasoline pump.
Presently, the major cost for
generating hydrogen is the pro-
cessing of water through elec-
trolysis that splits the hydrogen
from water using an electric cur-
rent. The cost of “creating” hy-
drogen is not presently compet-
itive with fossil fuels, but costs
are declining.
In the meantime, there is
a recent discovery in Lorraine,
France, of a very large under-
ground reservoir of pure natural
hydrogen, also known as white
hydrogen and it’s said to be the
cleanest burning fuel in nature.
According to the U.S. Geo-

logical Survey, just a fraction
of these deposits could provide
enough clean energy for hun-
dreds of years. Deposits are
in the U.S., Australia, Africa,
Russia, and elsewhere in Eu-
rope. Hydrogen obtained from
natural earth deposits would
significantly lower the costs for
producing hydrogen as a power
source, supplanting the use of
fossil fuels. In addition, the use
of hydrogen avoids the neces-
sary expensive upgrade of the
electrical grid and costs of thou-
sands of charging stations.

Recently the administration
established seven “hubs” to help
replace fossil fuels with clean-
er-burning hydrogen. It is hoped
that they will focus on the goal
to lower the cost so that hydro-
gen will become the obvious
preferred fuel to replace fossil
fuels.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

VACCINES...Continued from page 4

and conspiracy theories.
For diseases that I’ve
been immunized against,
I will live if an outbreak
happens and the Luddites
who ignore the obvious
science of my little graph
will die or land in the
modern equivalent of an
iron lung.

In my family, my
generation was raised on
the lived experience of
the older generation of
living through horrify-
ing epidemics that even
COVID-19 couldn’t ap-
proach for the terror they
wreaked on the world.
Rabies, smallpox, influ-
enza, polio, measles: all
of these have been mostly
removed from modern so-
cieties and their memory
has been lost.

My gut feeling is that
the loss of that societal
terror might be part of
the problem with those
refusing to vaccinate for
reasons that have nothing

Rodney E. Loe

Rodney “Rod” Eu-
gene Loe, 88, iconic
Elyite and beloved and
respected son, brother,
soldier, businessman,
husband, uncle, father,
grandfather, great-grand-
father and friend, passed
away on Tuesday, Dec.
5, 2023, at Carefree Liv-
ing in Ely. Visitation will
be held from 4-7 p.m.
on Thursday, Dec. 14 at
Kerntz Funeral Home in
Ely. Visitation will con-
tinue from 10 a.m. until
the 11 a.m. funeral service
on Friday, Dec. 15 at Ely
United Methodist Church.
A graveside service will
follow at the Ely Ceme-
tery, followed by lunch at
Grand Ely Lodge. In lieu
of flowers, memorials are
preferred to Ely United
Methodist Church. Family
arrangements have been
entrusted to Kerntz Funer-
al Home of Ely.

He is survived by
his sister, Janice (Arvid)
Behrens; children, Pa-
mela Turnbull (Mike),
Patrick (Brielle) and Mi-
chael (Leslie Kurre), all of
Ely; grandchildren, Alex-
is Baack (Jeff), Blaine
Turnbull (Alexandra),
Morgan Loe and Logan
Loe; great-grandchildren,
Beckett Baack, Brex-
ley and Hollis Turnbull;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

John C. Lehti

John C. Lehti, 68,
of Ely, left this world
on Wednesday, Nov. 29,
2023. Visitation will be
from 10 a.m. until the 11
a.m. memorial service on
Friday, Dec. 15 at Grace
and Truth Bible Church in

to do with evidence-based
science. Knowing some-
one confined to an iron
lung was likely a great
motivator to get vacci-
nated against polio. I met
someone in the 1970s who
had to spend most of their
time living in an iron lung
after contracting polio in
the 1950s. These days,
I’ve met people young-
er than myself who don’t
even know what an iron
lung is.

We’ve all heard of
how whole villages were
wiped out during the
Black Death in the 1350s
in Europe. In my research
for a newspaper story in
2018, while still living
in Idaho, I discovered an
entire town was wiped
out in southeastern Idaho
during the Spanish Flu
outbreak in the summer
1919. That’s not that long
ago. This is the world my
grandparents lived in. In-
cidences like this form the

Virginia. Pastors Joe and
Randy Reed will officiate.
Family services are pro-
vided by Bauman-Cron,
a Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Virginia.

He is survived by his
children, Alicia (Todd),
Chris (Jenna), Jonathan
(Allison), Hannah (Chey-
enne), Emily (Brandon)
and Andrew; stepdaugh-
ters, Angie and Rachel,;
grandchildren, Jakson,
Ellie, Parker, Bryce, Ma-
tayah, Morgan, Emma,
Ryan, Brynn, Hayden,
Max, Liam, Tanner, Kai,
Brody, River and Nora;
the mother of his children
and friend, Jeannine Ad-
ams (Norm) of Embarrass;
sisters, Stella and Denise;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Tamara M. Duame
Tamara “Tammy”’
Marie Duame, 61, of Mt.
Iron, passed away on Sun-
day, Dec. 10, 2023, after a

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

living memories my fam-
ily shared with me as a
child and they stayed with
me.

Besides my mother’s
tales of polio in Marshall
in the 1940s, the genera-
tional memory that stuck
with me the most is from
my grandmother. She was
a nurse who went on to
become a physician, back
when it was difficult for a
woman to become a doc-
tor.

My grandmother was
a nursing student in Phila-
delphia in 1918. In the fall
of that year, Philadelphia
became the worst hit city
in the nation for Spanish
Flu deaths, with 12,000
people dying in just four
weeks. That number trans-
lates to roughly one person
dying out of every 120 in
one of the largest cities in
the nation. With modern
public health measures,
not even COVID-19
comes close to numbers

short illness. A memorial
service will be held at 2
p-m. on Saturday, Dec.16
at Mlaker Funeral Home
in Cook. Visitation will be
held one hour prior to the
service.

Marcella Skube

Marcella Skube, 52,
lifelong resident of Ely,
passed away on Sunday,
Dec. 3, 2023. A memorial
service will be announced
at a later date.

She is survived by
her lifelong partner, Jef-
frey Mathews; son, Jon
Mathews (Laura Schulze);

mother, Patricia Skube;
brother, Patrick (Patty)
Skube; nephew, Jason

Skube; and many other
relatives.

like these. The Spanish
Flu killed an estimated 50
million worldwide. That’s
the same as the number
of people killed during
WWII, which is still the
deadliest war in history.
So many people died
so quickly in Philadel-
phia that the city’s ability
to handle the corpses was
overwhelmed. In response
to the failure of the city
to handle the dead, the
Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia
mobilized its seminarians,
school-teacher nuns, and
nursing school students.
My grandmother was one
of those nursing students.
The Archdiocese as-
sembled horse-drawn
wagons from farms sur-
rounding the city and
manned them with people
like my grandmother. For
weeks, they rode through
the city collecting bod-
ies. As they drove down
the fear-infested streets,

Laverne A. Muehlen
Laverne A. Muehlen,
92, of Babbitt, passed
away at Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital on
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023.
Family arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

Michael Grembowski

Michael Grembows-
ki, 61, of Ely, passed away
at Boundary Waters Care
Center in Ely on Saturday,
Dec. 9, 2023. Funeral ar-
rangements have been en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

Your local ovrce for news,
muic. and entertainment!

91.7fm - Grand Rapids
90.5fm - Bemldll

89.9fm -

kaxe.org

Brainerd

they would call out—1I kid
you not—“Bring out your
dead.” Then they would
take the bodies and bury
them in unmarked grave
pits.

Today, we know the
Spanish Flu as the HINI
influenza A virus. It’s in-
cluded in every flu shot
for reasons that should be
obvious. Without modern
public health and vac-
cines, we would still be
bringing out our dead for
mass burials in unmarked
graves in places like Mer-
cyhurst Cemetery in Phil-
adelphia.

Personally, this gen-
erational memory is all
the motivation I need
to get my flu shot every
year, along with all my
other vaccinations and
boosters, including the
ones for COVID-19. The
COVID-19 vaccine is a
miracle. I consider former
President Trump’s Oper-
ation Warp Speed, which

developed an effective
vaccine in less than a year,
as the greatest achieve-
ment of his presidential
administration.

I consider it a tragedy
that so many of his right
wing-leaning fans have
rejected the COVID-19
vaccines for reasons root-
ed in superstition, myths,
and conspiracy theories.
Because of these people,
this great nation squan-
dered the opportunity to
achieve true herd immuni-
ty to a deadly disease, un-
like our experiences with
polio, mumps, pertussis,
and rubella. Deaths from
ignoring evidence-based
science is not making
America great again,
folks. A picture really is
worth a 1,000 words.

COVID-19, influen-
za, and RSV cases are go-
ing up rapidly right now.
It’s not too late to get im-
munized.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Dec. 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.
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Charlemagne’s 52 Gluh

TSHS weekly winner

TOWER- The Char-
lemagne’s 52 Club Week
20 winner of a $100 cash
prize is Michelle Toutloff
of Tower. Michelle is do-
nating her winnings back
to the TSHS.

History Tidbit: Be-
fore the Tower Cemetery
Association was created
and the Lakeview Ceme-
tery was cleared and built,
Tower had a cemetery on
the south side of the East
Two River, in a swampy
area slightly uphill of the
river. This was one of the
few places around the area
that wasn’t immediate-
ly thought to have gold
or iron, and wasn’t suit-
able for farming, so was
instead used to bury the
dead.

VERMILION

W

Vermilion Country

School Honor Roll
TOWER- The follow-
ing students were named
to the first quarter honor
roll at Vermilion Country
School.
A Honor Roll
Bentley Crego
Lochlainn O’Brien
Landon Wellander
Elspeth O’Brien
Bailey Pratt
Brody Anderson
Elliot Koschak

B Honor Roll
Marcus Drake
Remington
McDonough
Addison Myers
Kierra Deblek
Charlize
Lightfeather-Spears
Jaymes Scholz
Aaylah Myers
Samuel Favet

Asher Folz
Cassius Morrison

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS

Operation Santa toy drive almost ready

Last minute donations can still be dropped off at the Timberjay

TOWER- Donations are still
needed for this year’s Operation
Santa toy drive. We already have
over 180 children on our list, so
it is looking like the need will be
higher than in the past few years.

Gifts will be available for
pickup at the Tower Food Shelf
on Tuesday, Dec. 19 from 2:30-5
p.m., or by appointment by call-
ing Jodi at 218-753-2950.

Operation Santa is a local
fundraiser that purchases Christ-
mas gifts (toys, gift cards, and
warm winter items) for children
whose families use the Tower
Food Shelf.

The effort is organized by the
Timberjay and the Tower-Soudan

Civic Club, with help from many
area groups, churches, organiza-
tions, and individuals.

Lake Country Power Op-
eration RoundUp® program has
once again made a very generous
donation to the Tower-Soudan
Civic Club to help cover the cost
of purchasing warm items for the
children.

If you purchase a toy that
uses batteries, please also send a
spare set! Donations of batteries
(especially AA and AAA) are ap-
preciated.

Donations can be dropped

off at the Timberjay in Tower,
and will be distributed at the food
shelf on Dec. 19. Families who

use the Tower Food Shelf and 2950, or email editor@timberjay.
have not yet signed up, can call

com to get your children on the

Jodi at the Timberjay at 218-753-  list.

HOLIDAY MUSIC

Tower-Soudan Singers holiday concert set for Sunday, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.
I Concert is back at the Tower Elementary School gym

TOWER- Lots of fun holiday music is
scheduled for this Sunday, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.
in the Tower Elementary School gym. The
Tower-Soudan Area Singers will offer all
kinds of sacred and secular holiday music.
Listeners will hear favorites like “O Holy
Night,” “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,”
“Deck the Halls,” and “Silent Night.”

Some new tunes include “The Shep-

COMMUNITY SOCIAL

herd’s Pipe Carol” with energetic flute ob-
bligato played by Angie Gurius, and “Cold
Snap,” a finger-snapping, sneezing, fun song.

There’s coffee and cookies after the con-
cert and a free will donation will be taken.
We hope to see you there!

Second Mondays at Tower’s Gathermg Gallery

TOWER- The second Monday of the
month, from 8 — 10 a.m. at Tower’s Gather-
ing Gallery, has become a new tradition for
many long-time Tower-Soudan residents, as
well as those new to the area and summer
visitors.

Shop owner Dianna Sunsdahl calls the
event Monday Morning Mischief, but it re-
ally is a simple way to build community, and
nurture friendships, both old and new.

“We will have anywhere between a half
dozen and 15 people stop by,” said Sunsdahl.
“It’s a chance to get together.”

The coffee is on, and there is always
cookies or bars or some other treats to go
with it, some supplied by Sunsdahl, and oth-
ers by those attending the gathering.

This past Monday, there was coffee and
hot cider, plus plenty of holiday cookies and
treats.

“It’s so nice to interact with the locals, as
well as to meet new friends,” she said. “It’s a
different group each time.”

The demographics, at least this month,
skewed towards retirees, but all ages are wel-
come. People sat and visited, talked about
the upcoming holidays, and updated friends
about their plans, past and future.

Sunsdahl said she used to worry that no
one would show up, and while there aren’t

Dianna Sunsdahl with some of her
Monday Mischief regulars. The shop
sets a sign out on the sidewalk as a
reminder of the once a month get-to-

WELCOME
TOWEES

usually any real early birds, the place fills
up nicely by 8:30 a.m. She especially likes it
when new folks stop by, including those new
to the area and summer residents.

The gathering is also a chance for more
people to see the room, part of the Pike River

Products building, that is available for afford-
able short-term rentals.

gethers. photos by J. Summit

“People have used the space for parties,
bridal showers, Bible study, and other com-
munity events,”

she said.

CATHERING
l:,urm
My M
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TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Please Donate! New Mower Needed!

Let's raise enough money this fall, so in the
spring of 2024, the Cemetery Board can
purchase new mowing equipment.

Two weeks ago, we reported on the expenses
for the 2023 season. It is not like several years
ago when a five or ten dollar bill went much
farther. The Cemetery Board would appreciate
if you can contribute to what we are calling
“a special fund just for new mower equipment
in 2024

Many thanks to all and especially some of
the large donations. It is those who give that
keep the Lakeview Cemetery grounds so nice.
If it wasn't for you all, | don't know who would
maintain our local cemetery in Tower. | will
start this fund going and donate one hundred
dollars!

Secretary Leonard Stefanich
The Tower Cemetery Assoc.
P.O. Box 874

Tower, MN 55790

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Lunch Bunch to hold
Christmas Luncheon

on Dec. 15 at the VC

GREENWOOD
TWP- The Lunch Bunch
will meet for Christmas
Luncheon at the Vermilion
Club on Friday, Dec. 15 at
12:30 p.m. Please RSVP
to Kathy 218-753-2530.
Please bring unwrapped
gifts for all ages for the
Operation Santa toy drive
and a non-perishable do-
nation for the Tower Food
Shelf. Anyone that would
like to join us is welcome
to attend.

Tower Winter
Market set for

Friday Dec. 15
TOWER- The Tower
Farmers Market is once

again sponsoring monthly
indoor markets, featuring
crafters and food vendors.
The market will be held
on Friday, Dec. 15 from
4 — 6 p.m. at Pike River
Products.

Future winter markets
are set for Jan. 12 and Feb.
9. If you are interested in
setting up a table, contact
the Tower Farmers Market
on Facebook.

Free community

meal on Dec. 27
TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Tow-
er will host their monthly
free community meal on
Wednesday, Dec. 27 from
4:30 — 6:30 p.m., or until
the food is gone. The meal
this month is “Breakfast
for Dinner.” Come and

join in, all are welcome.

Tower man injured

in car accident

PIKE TWP- On Mon-
day, Dec. 11 a little after
8 a.m., a 2001 Ford F-150
driven by Douglas Lee
Peterson, of Tower, was
travelling southbound
on Hwy. 169 when it left
the road and crashed into
trees, near the intersection
of Hwy. 169 and Poirer
Rd. Peterson was treated
for non-life threatening
injuries. He was wearing
a seat belt. The road con-
dition was reported as dry.

St.  Louis County
Sheriff’s Department,
Tower EMS, Virginia Fire/
EMS, Greenwood and
Pike Sandy all responded
to the accident.

Read us online at
www.limberjay.com
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A weekend of cookies, kids, and a beach party

COOKIE SALES IN ELY ALL WEEKEND!

The First Lutheran Church cookie sale is well known in Ely for
selling cookies by the pound. Donna Esterberg makes change
for Pastor Zachariah Burgdorf as he boxes his cookies at the
Saturday, Dec. 9 cookie sale. All the proceeds from the cookie
sale go to local charities.

Amy Kromer and Hunter Halbakken selling cookies on
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Grace Lutheran Church. The fundraiser
to send the church’s youth group to the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans raised $2,760. The church boxed

160 dozen cookies. Two dozen are still available for sale.
Call or drop by the church to buy some.

Local Artist Dafne Caruso paints the face of
Lilith Field at the Ely Chamber of Commerce’s
Mrs. Claus party on Saturday, Dec. 9. The
chamber and its member businesses hold the
party every year at the Grand Ely Lodge.

Freya Magnuson makes a Christmas tree
ornament at the Mrs. Claus party while
her parents Kirstin and Aaron look on.

Parker Salmela makes a
Christmas tree ornament at
the Grace Lutheran Church

kids Christmas workshop on
Sunday, Dec. 10.

The Ely Folk School held their third December
bonfire and beach party on Saturday, Dec. 9. The
usual crowd of party goers, kids, and sled dogs
were present, though the dog sleds rides didn’t
happen due to a lack of snow.

AROUND TOWN

-

Lyla Holthaus launches
a paper airplane as
Emily Dunn looks

on at the Ely Library
Aeronautics workshop
on Friday, Dec. 8.

While covering an event at Ely Memorial

High School, the Timberjay spotted ISD
Superintendent Anne Oelke playing basketball
with student althletes in the new gym on

Thursday, Dec. 7.

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
December is allspice. Pick
up a free allspice kit with
a spice sample and recipes
while supplies last.

The library will cel-
ebrate Games Day on
Wednesday, Dec. 20, from
3-4 p.m. This is an activity
for all ages. Board games,
card games, and more will
be set up and available to
play.

The library will be
closed on Dec. 25-26 and
Jan. 1-2 during the winter
holidays.

The library board will
meet on Wednesday, Jan.
3,2024, at 5:30 p.m.

The first Kahoot triv-
ia game of 2024 will be
on three books by Mark
Twain: “The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer,” “The Ad-
ventures of Huck Finn,”
and “The Prince and the
Pauper.” The Kahoot will
begin on Thursday, Jan.
4, at 3 p.m. and run until
Tuesday, Jan. 9. at 8 a.m.
Pre-register in advance to
provide an email address.
The library will email the
link to the game when it
starts.

The library will host
a new group called the
Curiosity Cohort to ex-
plore quirky new crafts
and skills. The first meet-
ing will be on Friday, Jan.
5, from 1-2:30 p.m. to
explore sewable circuits.
The session is for adults

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

and will investigate using
conductive thread to make
a bookmark that will light
up. A second project will
be introduced if time per-
mits. Preregister for this
event so the library can
order enough supplies for
participants.

Preschool ~ Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St., un-
less otherwise noted.

Babbitt Public

Library

BABBITT- The cur-
rent art display is drift-
wood art.

The library currently
has take-and-create art kits
to make four handmade
toys per kit, while supplies
last. Created by 321 Art
Studios, the kits include
all the materials to make
a yarn doll, a string-and-
button spinner, and swing-
and-catch cup, and a craft
stick catapult. The kits are
for patrons ages six and
older.

The library will hold a
holiday party on Tuesday,
Dec. 19, from 6-7 p.m.
There will be refreshments
and music by Gerry Mea-
ley on the accordion.

Preschool Storytime is
held every Wednesday at
10:30 a.m.

All library events are

at the Babbitt Public Li-
brary at 71 South Drive
unless otherwise noted.

Ely Ice Rink

ELY- The rec center
ice rink will have a rink at-
tendant and the bathrooms
will be open during the fol-
lowing hours, depending
on the weather: Monday
— Friday from 3-8 p.m.,
Saturday from noon-8
p-m., and Sunday from 1-6
p.m. Over the winter hol-
idays, the bathrooms and
warming area will be open
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Dec. 23, and Dec. 26-30.
The bathrooms and warm-
ing area will be closed on
Christmas Eve, Christmas,
and New Year’s Day.

For updates on weath-
er related closures, check
the the City of Ely Face-
book page or the rec cen-
ter website at ely.mn.us/
reccenter.

Ely Ice Arena

ELY- The Ely Ice
Arena on the Ely School
District campus is open
for skating on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Thursday,
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. thro-
sugh March 4, except
when school is closed for
holidays. There will be no
skating Dec. 22 through
Jan. 1. To see an entire
schedule and to register for
this no-cost activity, go to
ely.k12.mn.us/communi-

tyed.

Skate with Santa

BABBITT- Come
skate with Santa on Dec.
16 from 6- 8 p.m. at the
ice arena in Babbitt. This
free event is open to the
public.

Knights of

Columbus Bingo
ELY- The Knights of
Columbus will hold an
evening of bingo on Sun-
day, Dec. 17, at 6 p.m.,
downstairs at St. Antho-
ny’s, 231 E. Camp St.

NLAA Art Show

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association
art show for December is
“Emotions” by Rita For-
tunato Sterling. The show
runs from Dec. 18 through
Dec. 31, in the lobby of
Ely’s Historic State The-
ater, 238 E. Sheridan St.,
whenever the theater is
open.

Retirement Class
ELY- Ely Communi-
ty Education offer a class
on “Five keys to retiring
fearlessly” on Wednesday,
Dec. 20, from 5:30-6:30
p-m., in the Media Cen-
ter on the school district
campus, 600 E. Harvey
St. Use the center door in
the new addition (Door
No. 1). This class is free.
Sign up at ely-communi-

ty-ed.jumbula.com/home
or through the link on the
school district’s website
at  https://www.ely.k12.
mn.us/communityed.

Polka!

BABBITT- The
Friends of Babbitt Recre-
ation will host the Solkela
Polkela Band in a fund-
raiser on Sunday, Dec. 31,
from noon-3 p.m., at the
Municipal Gym, 71 South
Drive. Advance tickets are
$35 at Z’Up North Realty,
33 Central Blvd., Suite
300, or by texting 218-
742-4322. Tickets at the
door will be $45. Desserts
and refreshments are in-
cluded.

Woodworking Class

ELY- Ely Commu-
nity Education will of-
fer a woodworking class
for beginning through
advanced skill levels,
taught by Steve Smrekar,
on Wednesday evenings,
from 6-8:30, starting
on Jan. 3 and ending on
March 6. The class will
be in the new woodshop
on the Ely School District
campus, 600 E, Harvey.
The cost is $85, not in-
cluding materials. Go to
ely.k12.mn.us/communi-
tyed and click on the red
bar for more details and to
register.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday

Group  community
educational lunch gather-
ing meets every Tuesday
at noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at Ely Tues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-9141.
Tuesday Group is now on
winter holiday hiatus.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Jan. 2: Through

Hiking the Appa-
lachian Trail with Cory
Kolodji

»Jan. 9: Capturing
the Aurora Borealis with
Alex Falconer

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©22

watch the temps dropping
rain water turning to ice

slippin’ and sliding

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30
p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.

AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.

BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.

CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.

CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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COOK- When moth-
er and daughter crafters
get together, anything can
happen and the sky’s the
limit for creativity, but
Deanna Washek and Kay-
cee Danielson may have
set a new bar with their
latest creative endeavor,
River Street Vendor Bou-
tique in Cook.

Nestled into a store-
front in the lower level
of the BIC Realty build-
ing at 219 S River St.,
the boutique offers the
opportunity of discovery
to shoppers and sellers
alike in a quaint and at-
tractive setting that feels
like a touch of home in the
North Country as well as
an extension of its owners.

“Mom and I are both
local crafters and enjoy
making stuff and bringing
visions to life,” Kaycee
said. “I’d actually been
asked to be a part of a
store similar to this, but it
was very far away, and I
got to thinking, was there
anything with this same
concept locally. I couldn’t
think of anything, so I
reached out to my mom
and I said, ‘We should
open a store.””

And while some par-
ents might respond to such
a thing by placing their
hand on their child’s fore-
head to check for a fever,
apparently Deanna instead
was all in from the get go.

“My mom has been an
intricate part of stocking
this place. She has more
stuff in here than I do. I'm
just like the frontman. It’s
been really great,” Kaycee
said. “We’ve had a lot of
people who have come
in and loved the idea and
love what we’re bringing,
and just like the unique-
ness of all this stuff.

We’ve been getting really
good feedback.”

The first order of
business was finding a
space where they could
bring their vision to life
and when they connected
with building owner Mark
Ludlow they hit paydirt —
he had something coming
open just a few months
after Kaycee and Deanna
started looking.

Getting settled in
wasn’t too much of a
chore, either, Kaycee said.

“There wasn’t a lot of
hard labor that needed to
be done with this space,
it was in great shape, and
Mr. Ludlow got it cleaned
up for us really well,” she
said. “It was more like dec-
orating and bringing our
stuff in here and arranging
it to make it how we want-
ed. We were lucky, we
got a lot of shelving here
and the wood on the walls
brings out that rustic up
north feel. There’s still a
little bit of cosmetic work
we’d like to do, but we’re
in a good place right now
with how it looks.”

Different is good
Deanna and Kaycee
have 15 vendors, includ-
ing themselves, represent-
ed in the boutique, but you
won’t find each vendor’s
items in their own as-
signed space. That’s part
of the plan to foster dis-

covery.
“I like to scatter
things throughout the

store,” Kaycee said. “I
don’t want someone to
walk in and see everything
that a person has made
and decide that they didn’t
see something they loved.
Then that vendor has lost
all opportunity for a sale.
If your stuff is kind of
throughout the store, they
have more opportunity
to see your items. Maybe
they’ll see your item in a

NEW BUSINESS

Dynamic duo provides creative outlet for local vendors
Mother-daughter team wants to help small businesses thrive with shop

different light, and it’ll
catch their attention in a
different way. And then
you’ve established a sale.”

Another  difference
from typical vendor-fo-
cused shops is that Kay-
cee and Deanna don’t
take a commission on any
sales. Instead, they charge
vendors a low monthly fee
and ask that they work two
days a month in the store
to facilitate open hours.
“Both my mother and I are

nurses, and we work every |
other weekend,” Kaycee |

said. “We were really try-
ing to find some people
to fill those gaps on the
weekends that we work.
So far it’s been great.”
Variety is the spice

Shoppers  shouldn’t
try to pigeonhole River
Street Vendor Boutique
as strictly a craft shop or a
“girly” store.

“There’s a little bit of
something for everybody,”
Kaycee said. “I don’t want
people to think, oh, this,
they’ve only got girl stuff
in here, because we don’t
just have girl stuff in here.
I post and display ideas
for gift giving for the men
in your life, and even the
kids in your life. We’ve
got everything from cloth-
ing to décor, and more.”

“The majority of our
vendors are local,” Kay-
cee continued. “We have
three gals from the Grand
Rapids area, and we have
one of our local sheriff’s
deputies who does laser
engraving, so he has a lot
of intricate ornaments and
some cutting boards. It’s
a store where people can
bring things that they’ve
made, things that they’ve
found, things that they’ve
fixed up and sell them. We
have seamstresses, beau-
tiful lighted decorative
pieces that were made,
hand knit hats, we’ve got

-
it
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River Street Vendor Boutique owners Kaycee Danielson and Deanna
Washek take a moment to pose in their new Cook shop last Saturday.
photo by D. Colburn

soaps, perfumes and jew-
elry. Our wind chimes
here, the beadwork and
silver was done by a local
gal. We have people who
have essentially found
and fixed up antique stuff.
We’ve got a little bit of ev-
erything in here.”

And if you still can’t
find something that strikes
your fancy, Kaycee and
Deanna can hook you up
with a vendor for a possi-
ble special order, Kaycee
said.

River Street Vendor
Boutique is open 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday and 10 a.m.-2
p.m., except when their
Sunday volunteers have
church to attend.

“If we’ve got church,
we’ve got church,” Kay-
cee smiled. “We try to
honor and respect that.
So they come after church
and open the shop at
noon.”

After a brisk start in
November, the pace has

slowed a bit in Decem-
ber, and Kaycee said that
based on conversations
with other local mer-
chants, they might adjust
their open hours after the
holidays.

To learn more about
River Street Vendor Bou-
tique and keep up on the
hours, monthly special
events and more, check
their page on Facebook.
They can also be reached
via email at 105river-
streetvb@ gmail.com.

Quilt show at NWFA Gallery kicks
off with Saturday artist reception

COOK- On a chilly,
dreary Saturday in Cook,
perhaps the best place to
be last weekend was at
the Northwoods Friends
of the Arts Gallery, where
you could have been com-
forted by the color and art-
istry of handmade quilts,
the classic and beloved
winter warmers that make
up the December exhibit
at the gallery.

A reception was held
on Saturday in the gal-
lery’s Wolfe Den to cel-
ebrate the artists whose
works are displayed in
the show “Quilts: Art in
Fabric Form,” includ-
ing JoAnn Anderson,
Dede Doi, Lois Garbisch,
Cheryl Harelstad, Vickie
Lange, Kathy Lovgren,
Kris Musto, Lyn Reed,
Kathy Sacchetti, Barb
Schmidt, Barb Schroeder
and Alberta Whitenack.
Quilts displayed on the
walls of the Wolfe Den
represent a wide array of
quilting genres, including
appliquéd quilts, scraps
quilts, intricate ‘paper
pieced’ quilts, twisted
template quilts, row quilts
and round robin ‘friend-
ship’ quilts.

The Timberjay took a
few minutes to talk with a
familiar face from NWFA
classes, exhibits, and ac-
tivities, Kris Musto, who
said quilting is a relatively
new outlet for her artistic
expression.

“I’ve been doing it for
only a few years,” Musto
said. “I came to quilting as
a painter, so it’s the colors
and patterns that are most
interesting to me.”

Musto has two quilts
in the exhibt, one of which

A

Quilter Kris Musto displays one of two quilts she

' -

contributed to the NWFA show. photo by D. Colburn

she described as a “stay at
home quilt” that she start-
ed during COVID-19 iso-
lation.

“Being home and
feeling like I was not able
to go out and see other
people, that’s why there
are two empty chairs in
separate houses on this.
Those are painted on,
drawn on, but the rest is
pieced fabric.”

Musto talked about
how quilters at NWFA
have welcomed her in and
taught her about quilting.

“This has been a great
community at the gallery
to help me learn about
quilting, how to do it, how
to put things together. It
feels really good to be a
part of this show with the
seasoned quilters, people
who are really good at this
and have been doing it
for so long. Everyone has

been so generous in shar-
ing their ideas and pat-
terns and magazines and
fabric — it’s pretty cool.”

The December exhib-
it runs until Saturday, Dec.
23, and is open during reg-
ular gallery hours of 10
a.m.-4 p.m. on Thursdays
and Fridays and 9 am.-1
p-m on Saturdays.

Smith gets degree,

honors at MSM

COOK- Neiva Smith, a
2020 North Woods School
graduate, participated in
commencement  ceremo-
nies on the Minnesota State
Mankato campus on Satur-
day. Smith was awarded a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Elementary Education,
and was one of only 176
students graduating mag-
na cum laude, indicating a
grade point average from
3.6t03.79.

Friday, Feb. 2.

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

EMPTY BOWLS

North Woods third graders were busy last
week painting glaze on ceramic bowls, with
some help from art teacher Rachel Betterley's
students. The students are preparing the
bowls for the annual Empty Bowl fundraiser
at the school which will be coming up up on

Above: Charlotte Pascuzzi and Audrey Bryson
share a tray of colored glaze as they work.

Left: It's a long reach, but Joe Schrecengost is
determined to get the right color of glaze for
the bowl he's working on.

Read us online at
www.timberjay.com
check out our e-edition
...available on Wednesday
afternoon each week
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HOUSING...Continued from page 1

Washington St., not too far
from St. Anthony’s Church.
The zoning appears to be
amensable to accommodat-
ing a transitional housing
facility serving from two
to four people who have
successfully completed
a treatment program. A
mental health services
facilitator will be part of
the co-located services
provided for the residents.
People taking advantage of
the home will be expected
to pay rent to help support
the facility.

“These won’t be out-
siders to the community,”

JOINT POWERS....Continued from page 1

. It’s costing a lot of
money sending our people
up there all thetime. We are
losing money. We cannot
go back to the people all
the time for money ... We
need some money from the
federal government [but
there’s been] nothing for
six years.”

As a nonprofit, the
EAAS is not eligible to
receive federal payments
in lieu of taxes, or PILT.
Those funds, which are
designed to help pay for
local services like fire,
EMS, and roads, can only
be disbursed to local gov-
ernments.

Berrini listed other
areas where the federal gov-
ernment provides too little
help to local ambulance
service, such as through its
26 cents per mile one-way-
only reimbursement rate
and inadequate Medicare
payments which don’t
cover costs. “We need help
up here,” he said. Berrini
did give credit where it
was due. “I want to thank
Sen. Klobuchar here. She
worked with us over three
years to help us get $1.3

OWENS...Continued from page 1

controversy.

Filling positions was
the first order of business
at Tuesday’s meeting.

To bring the board
back to full strength,
Dave Dundas, owner of
a Hibbing-based con-
struction company and
co-owner with his wife
Paula of Northwoods Bait
and Tackle in Cook, was
appointed to fill Refsdahl’s
unexpired supervisor term.
Christensen was chosen to
be the board chairman.

The board then
appointed Cindy Caroon to
the vacated clerk’s position,
and with her newly-granted
authority Caroon named
Linden Grove town clerk
Rick Deatherage as deputy
clerk. Deatherage said he
agreed to accept the posi-
tion to provide support to
Caroon as she learns the
ins and outs of the clerk
position. Deatherage said it
was his understanding thata
deputy town clerk does not
havetoliveinthe township.

Back to the road

A discussion of the
Derusha Rd. situation was
added totheboard’s agenda
for the meeting, and most
of the landowners affected
were present seeking clar-
ification that was elusive
during contentious con-
versation at the November
meeting.

What they got,
however, was basically
more of the same, albeit in
amore civil and lower-key
exchange.

The primary issue
involves a short portion
of Derusha Rd. beginning
at the driveway of prop-
erty owners J.R. and Kim
Koenck and extending west
about 125 feet to the drive-
way of Dorothy Easterday.
A third property involved
is owned by Easterday’s
daughter, Lisa Ollikkala,
and is adjacent to both

READ TH

explained WBD execu-
tive Director Kap Wilkes.
“These will be people who
are already local residents
or have strong connection
to Ely.

Outreach

Wilkes stresses that
her organization has taken
a go-slow approach to their
planning effort and have
made an extensive effort to
reach out to the community
about their ideas. One of its
first significant outreach
efforts was at the Harvest
Moon Festival and attracted
attendees to take a survey

million for our ambulance
building, so thank you.”

Former Ely Mayor
Chuck Novak, who serves
on the EAAS board, said
he had to leave early to
attend back-to-back ambu-
lance meetings because the
service may not be able to
make its payroll this month,
anissue that the ambulance
service has struggled with
in recent years.

“This issue has been
on the table for years,” said
Novak. “Politicians say, ‘1
know everything about it.’
Well, if you knew every-
thing about it, why wasn’t
there an apportionment of
the $17 billion surplusinthe
state last year? Why wasn’t
there something out of the
federal government for
local emergency services?
... It would have been nice
to get some recognition last
year.It’s been talked about
foroveradecade. Thisyear,
it looks like we got some
hope.Butyouknow,we’ve
learned in politics, talk is
cheap sometimes.”

Third District Sen.
Grant Hauschild, DFL-
Hermantown, who was

onthe proposal inexchange
for ice cream. The results
were enlightening.

“There is not a person
in Ely who has not been
affected by [substance
abuse],” wrote one survey
respondent with lived-ex-
perience in the disease.
Over 300 people filled
out the survey, with over
180 identifying as local
residents.

The results of the
survey encouraged WBD
to continue developing
their proposal, with an eye
towards bringing a resi-
dence online sometime in

2024 or later.

“We’re not rushing
into this,” Wilkes told the
Timberjay. WBD present-
ed its current plans to the
Ely City Council earlier
this month and held another
public forum this past
Tuesday at the Ely Senior
Center as part of their effort
to inform the public and
generate feedback.

Justification
According to the
federal Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services
Administration, 16.5
percent of the nation’s

population is affected by
a substance use disorder.
That translates to one in
every six Americans, so
the problem affects almost
everyone. Many of those
with SUD acquired the
disease through opioid
prescriptions. WBD will
help address a widespread
problem that infects the
community by focusing
on a service to help SUD
sufferers.

The WBD researchers
also found that post-treat-
ment residential programs
significantly improve out-
comes for those inrecovery

from substance use disor-
ders, including reducing
their chances of future
incarceration and relapse
while increasing their odds
of finding employment
and reintegrating into the
community. The economic
benefit to the community
is substantial, putting an
estimated $29,000 back
into the local economy for
every successful client who
exits transitional recovery
housing and re-enters the
community.

present at Monday’s
meetingresponded,describ-
ing how EMS funding lost
out to other priorities, such
as help for nursing homes
and police retention, in the
last legislative session, but
promised it was at the top
of his priority list for the
coming session. “Tjustkind
of want to highlight for you
that there are these other
challenges. And the more
we have backup (from other
communities) to promote
(EMS), theeasierit’s going
to be for us,” to get more
EMS funding.

“Part of the problem
is that I don’t think the
general public, very hon-
estly, realizes the crisis in
rural EMS,” commented
Makowski, noting that the
lack of recognition by the
public makes it difficult
for lawmakers to fight for
funding in the face of the
issues-du-jour that grab the
public’s and lawmakers’
attention.

IRRR Commissioner
Ida Rukavina noted an
implicittheme atMonday’s
meeting, namely the strug-
gle of rural Minnesota in

general and the Iron Range
specifically to compete for
recognition and funding
from state and federal
lawmakers. Makowski
noted that lawmakers are
frequently swayed by the
weight of emails, calls and
testimony from the public
on issues, but Rukavina
noted that’s a recipe for
rural neglect. “You still
have to have legislators
realizing it’s not about
the numbers and quantity
of calls—because if it is
aboutthat ... rural areas are
going to lose, because we
don’thave the population to
make the number of calls (to
lawmakers), and our lives
are at stake. There has to
be some realization that we
will never (generate) the
volume of calls or emails
to get the message across at
the state and federal level
that our lives matter.”

Proposal for change

Newly elected Lake
County Commissioner
Joe Baltich, who is also a
new member of the EAAS
board, suggested using a
different model statewide to

fund EMS services. “From
abusiness standpoint, I just
think maybe we should look
at (EMS funding) a little
differently.”

He described two
existing funding examples
as possible templates to
build what he called the
Minnesota EMS Fund.

“The Schools Minerals
Trust Fund. It’s a trust
that’s been in operation
since 1849. (For) any
minerals mined in the
state, a royalty is paid into
that fund. It has over $4
billion in it ... Another
organization that’s really
good at managing money
is the Public Employee
Retirement Account ...
So ,they take money, they
reinvestit very well for their
employees over a quite a
long period of time.”

Baltich didn’t suggest
his proposed fund follow
these exact models. He
mentioned the two funds
as examples of different
business-like ways that
already work and suggest-
ed something similar for
helping Minnesota’s ailing
EMS system.

Baltich alsotook aim at
some of the state’s priori-
ties, like funding stadiums
inthe Twin Cities thatdon’t
benefit rural residents.
He also suggested using
a royalty on non-ferrous
mining, which doesn’t cur-
rently existin Minnesota,or
using tax revenue from the
sale of cannabis products,
to fund EMS.

Hauschild thanked
Baltich for his ideas and
“for being proactive” in
seeking better ways to
fund the EMS system.Rep.
Dave Lislegard agreed that
some change in approach
is clearly needed. “We
can’t continue to go down
this trajectory” with losing
EMS services because of
broken funding models,”
he said.

Editor’s Note:
Monday’s meeting also
addressed concerns about
wolves, housing, childcare,
andthe possible annexation
of Fall Lake Township to
the Ely School District.
Those topics will be the
subjectofastoryinthe Dec.
22 edition of the Timberjay.

Easterday’s property and a
portion of the disputed road.
In 2019, the township
attorney told the parties
that the disputed road
was private property, and
any issues between them
were to be settled by them
and not the township. In
essence, in the attorney’s
opinion, Derusha Rd. from
the Koenck’s driveway did
not exist, and therefore the
property lines extended to
the middle of the road.
Believing the attorney
tobe correctand armed with
a survey delineating the
property line, the Koencks
have subsequently built a
fence out of junked vehi-
cles and logs to mark their
property, narrowing the
segment of road to a single
narrow lane. The county
used to run its snowplow
past Easterday’s driveway
butcannolongeraccess the
narrowed lane. Easterday
contends this represents
an undue hardship for her,
as she has to hire a private
contractor to plow the
short stretch in the winter
and encounters difficulty
getting in and out of her
driveway. The narrowed
lane could also restrict the
access of fire trucks or an
ambulance in case of an
emergency,Easterday says.
Also affected are
owners of undevel-
oped properties beyond
Easterday’s house to the
west that used an unmain-
tained extension of Derusha
Rd.foraccess. Two of those
plots, owned by Kit Olson,
are pasture used for haying.
Svedberg has said that he
is purchasing the plots on
contract from Olson, and
that the narrowed road
prevents any harvesting or
transport equipment from
getting through. Without
a road, the properties are
landlocked, a condition
prohibited by state law.

Since coming on the
town board, Christensen
and Svedberg have con-
tended that the former
town board’s inaction on
DerushaRd. was improper.
Svedberg unearthed a 1925
township road order for
Derusha Rd. which legally
establishes its existence
west to Olson Rd. Under
that scenario, the disputed
road segment would not
be private property, but
rather would belong to the
township and could only be
restricted and abandoned
by alegally required public
meeting, which has never
occurred.

J.R. Koenck proposed
away to bring clarity to the
situation.

“Canyoudo the paper-
work with St. Louis County
stating that it’s been aban-
doned officially?” he said.

“I don’t know about
stating that,” Christensen
responded.

“Well, this could go on
foryears,” Koenck replied.

Christensen’sresponse
was one he would repeat in
some form multiple times
throughout the rest of the
meeting.

“This is why every-
body’s got to have a
lawyer,” he said. “I am not
alawyer, and the township
is not a lawyer.”

Koenck reminded the
board of statements made
at the November meeting
that the disputed portion
of Derusha Rd. is legally a
road as he sought to make
his point that the board
needs to provide clarity.

“Who owns the land?”
he said. “You guys told us
a month ago that it was a
road. That was your under-
standing. We would like it
to be officially abandoned
or made into a road, what-
ever the township would
like to do.”

Christensen appeared

to switch direction in his
response, nearly echoing
the 2019 township attor-
ney’s opinion that he had
previously claimed was
in error.

“Well, the way it
sounds right now is that
there isnotaroad,but these
people are landlocked,” he
said.“So,it’s going to have
to be coming down to the
landowners getting togeth-
er and working something
out.”

However,itappears St.
Louis County has tossed
a new wrinkle into the
situation.

“We’re running into
a problem with the county
here on the snow plowing,”
Christensen said. “We’re
going to have to change
the turnaround. The county
wants all the turnarounds
going to the right.”

Christensen tossed out
multiple possibilities for
turnarounds that would
use land owned by Steve
Fogelberg, Ollikkala,
Easterday, or Dan
Baumgartner, proceeding
from east to west.

“I don’t know if Steve
Fogelberg would want
us turning around in his
field or if Lisa has enough
land there. If that doesn’t
happen, then I guess we
wouldn’thave much choice
butto go on past Dorothy’s
on that road and make a
turnaround. Baumgartner
has said that he will give
up the land no problem for
a turnaround there.”

And the placement of
the turnaround will have
legal implications for the
status of Derusha Rd.

“The township’s inter-
estis going toend where the
turnaround is.Ididn’t make
up the rules, I’m just relat-
ing what the attorney told
me. What the lawyer told
me was when he’s looking
on a map, he said it ends
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where the turnaround is.”

Using that guideline,
should the turnaround end
up being on Easterday’s
or Baumgartner’s prop-
erty, Derusha Rd. would
officially extend to that
point, which is beyond the
narrowed road segment
where the Koencks have
established their property
line.

JR. Koenck renewed
his plea for the township
board to act.

“I think the township
needs to do an official thing
as to what has happened to
that property,”he said. “Did
it get abandoned?”

“No,itdidn’t get aban-
doned,” Christensen said.

“Well, the town-
ship has to do that before
anybody cando any kind of
easement, before anybody
can make any agreement.
Because I don’t know if
it’s my property, I don’t
know if it’s the township’s.
I thought it was my prop-
erty.”

“Abandoning that
road would be a big deal
because we will have to
have a special meeting and
the public has to come,”
Christensen said.

“It’snotabig expense,
though. It’s another

meeting, but it would be
therightthing to do one way
or another, whether you
decideto abandonitornot,”
Koenck said. “Whatever
you decide, we would like
something official done so
that we know where we’re
at, and then the neighbors
can go from there.”

Koenck was asked if
he’d be willing to move the
vehicles and other items on
the road, and his response
reinforced his quest for
some sort of resolution.

“I won’t answer that
question until we find out
whose property it is,” he
said. “Is it the township’s
property or my property?”

The discussion strayed
into related issues raised
at the November meeting,
and it became clear that no
definitive answers would
be forthcoming at the
meeting.

“We’ve got to move
on,” Christensen said.
“We’re not really discuss-
ing or getting anywhere.
There arelawyersinvolved.
Something we have to
decide on is where the end
of the road is going to be,
and then that’s going to be
the end of it.”
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hours a day, seven days a federallaw?Couldtheyjust deer and moose, the DNR Congresspeople,”” Porter Scott Collins, who

week,365 daysayear,” said
Hunters4Hunters organiz-
er Steve Porter, a retired
law enforcement officer.
“We’reinanemergency sit-
uation, and the Voyageurs
Wolf Project wants to tell
you that they (wolves) only
eat berries and beavers.”

Throughout the nearly
two-hour long presenta-
tion, Porter variously cited
government as the problem
and government as the
solution for the alleged wolf
problem.

“I don’t care about
Democrats, I don’t care
about Republicans — [ want
to know who represents
you,” Porter said. “We’re
going to talk about that
tonight, and we’re going to
talk about solutions. How
can we control the wolves?
We need Democrats and
Republicans to get stuff
done. We need bipartisan
support.”

Porter talked about the
need for a two-pronged
approach that begins with
a grassroots effort like
Hunters4Hunters “making
noise” across the state and
bringing attention to the
need to control the wolf
population.

A second needed initia-
tive, Porter said, is to work
atthe federal level to get the
gray wolf delisted under the
Endangered Species Actin
Minnesota, as it has been
in several northern Rocky
Mountain states. Under
the Trump administration,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service proposed com-
pletely delisting the gray
wolf, contending the popu-
lation had recovered and no
longer needed protection.
That rule was reversed by
a court decision in 2022,
and gray wolves remain
protected as “threatened”
in Minnesota under federal
law.

Porter suggested that
if the state had the same
political will as it did
with marijuana, Minnesota
could have a wolf season
despite the listing.

“Can the state of
Minnesota sue the feds for
us?” Porter said. “You bet
they could. Could the state
of Minnesota legislate a
wolf season in opposition to

put their nose in the air and
say you know what, we’re
having a wolf season? You
guys are nodding yes, they
can do it. If it’s something
important like marijuana
then they can go against
the government and pass it
and legalize it, but it’s got
to be an important issue.
They legalized marijuana
because that was at the top
of the list.”

Porter suggested
another avenue available
to the DNR, its expedited
emergency rulemaking
authority, which it can
use to bypass legislative
approval in the event of an
emergency.

“They don’t need the
Congress, all the senators
and representatives to agree
toalaw,” Porter said. “They
can extend seasons, they
can have extra seasons,
they can do whatever they
want in an emergency. Are
you guys in an emergency
right now?”

The crowd responded
with a loud “yes.”

“Yeah,youare.Doyou
think Minnesota would act
as if it’s an emergency?”
Porter said.

This time a loud “no”
was the response.

“They’ll tell you we
can’t go against the feds,”
Porter said. “It seems to me
we’re picking and choosing
which federal laws we
appreciate and which ones
we don’t.”

Response tocomments
from Porter and others at
the meeting suggested a
general consensus among
attendees that the DNR
is seen as an obstacle to
overcome rather than a
partner in the quest to strike
an appropriate balance
between wolves and deer.
Porter read an excerpt
from a letter from the
Babbitt Sportsman’s Club
that illustrated the point.
“The Babbitt Sportsman’s
Club said that through
the years the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources has done an
excellent job of managing
parks,historical areas, blah,
blah, blah, and then it says
however, when it comes to
recent management efforts
concerning the gray wolf,

gets a vote of no confi-
dence,” Porter said.

Legislative avenues

Porter devoted much
of his presentation to more
conventional means of
legislative relief at both
the state and federal levels.

Porter referred to a bill
inthe Minnesota Senate pro-
posed by Sixth District Sen.
Justin Eichorn, R-Grand
Rapids, that would require
the DNR to hold a wolf
hunting seasonifthe animal
is delisted. A companion
bill in the House was
co-sponsored by District
3A Rep. Roger Skraba.

Porter showed a video
of debate on the Senate
floor where Eichorn’s
proposal was opposed by
District 67 Sen. Foung
Hawj, DFL-St. Paul.

“This is one of the
number one things people
talk to me about in my
district,” Eichorn said. “I
can’t go to Home Depot
or the grocery store or to
Anytime Fitness without
somebody asking me about
the wolf hunt. This isn’t
going to force a wolf hunt
immediately, but when
the wolf gets delisted the
DNR should be ready and
prepared.”

Hawj said he was a
hunter but opposed the
wolf hunt because of the
wolf’s sacred status in
Anishinaabe culture.

“I heard from my
constituents, especially
the Native community, to
regard their sacred animal
as the highest thing,” Hawj
said. “My highest regard is
toward the Anishinaabe.”

Porter encouraged
attendees to look up
the bills online to see
who represents them.
“I don’t care about politics
— we need to come togeth-
er,” Porter said. He then
turned political, arguing
that GOP lawmakers seem
to be more supportive of a
wolf hunt than their DFL
counterparts. “Ilook where
it says authors and status
and I see who signed off
on that bill in our House
of Representatives, and it
just so happens that every
one of these guys has an R
behind their name.”

Porter emphasized that
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Steve Porter

Hunters4Hunters wants to
be and will be a strong advo-
cate in St. Paul and encour-
aged people to become
members to increase their
clout.

“We canbe your voice,
but I need your email,”
Porter said. “I need you
guys at the Capitol. We're
going to rent a bus. We’re
going to fill several buses.
Ineed your email to coordi-
nate this thing. Can we keep
this grassroots movement
going?”

At the congressional
level, Porter says he has
forged a connection with
Don Peay, co-founder of
the group Hunter Nation
and one of the key people
behind the passage of
federal legislation to delist
the gray wolfin the northern
Rocky Mountain states.
Peay is going to lend his
expertise and experience to
the Minnesota cause.

“What matters is
100,000 pissed off hunters
in Wisconsin and Michigan
and Minnesotasaying we’re
nottakingitanymore,” Peay
said in a video message.
“We’re going to get behind
you and fellow sportsmen, I
justhave to tell you that we
did it. Everyone told us we
could notbeat the anti-hunt-
er environmentalists and
we did it, and now we’re
killing wolves in Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming.”
Withthe currentRepublican
majority in the House,
passage of a bill out of that
chamber could be accom-
plished quickly, Porter
suggested. But it will take
a bipartisan effort in the
Senate, and Porter said
Peay passed along some
encouraging context for
getting something done.

“He said ‘You don’t
need to convince 200,000
liberals down in the
Twin Cities, you need
to convince about three

said.“We’ve gotto getthree
Democrats in Congress
to come on board. It can
happen quick if we keep
the movement going.”

Johnny Eloranta,
district director for Rep.
Pete Stauber, addressed
the crowd, indicating that
the wolf issue is some-
thing Stauber hears about
“almost constantly.”

“People have been
reaching out and we like
to see it,” Eloranta said.
“I love to see this full
gymnasium of people. We
shouldn’t have to do this,
but this is where we’re at.”

Stauber supports del-
isting the gray wolf and
is a co-author of Tiffany’s
legislation, Eloranta
said. He also took aim at
Minnesota’s wolf manage-
ment plan.

“Who here hasread the
governor’s wolf manage-
ment plan? It’s a joke of a
plan,” he said. “Even if the
feds do delist it, we need to
change that plan.”

Congress has been
working on some revisions
to the Endangered Species
Act, and Eloranta said Sen.
Amy Klobuchar should be
lobbied as a possible swing
vote.

“You know exactly
what the long-eared bat
issue is and what that does
to loggers,” Eloranta said.
“She voted the right way
on that specific issue, she
coulddoitagain. Youneed
to let your voice be heard.”

Skraba targeted the
Walz administration as the
biggestroadblock to getting
a wolf hunt in Minnesota.

“If you want change,
I can tell you the best
way to change is to vote
for a different governor,”
Skraba said. “You have a
governor who appointed a
commissioner who doesn’t
want to do this. We have a
lieutenant governor who is
Native American and came
out very publicly saying, ‘I
belong to the wolf clan and
as long as I am the lieu-
tenant governor there will
not be a wolf season.” I'm
just giving you the facts.”

Hidden agendas?
Other speakers at the
meeting had more conspir-
atorial notions, suggest-
ing that the DNR might
have ulterior motives for
preserving the wolf pop-
ulation and letting the
deer population decline.

arranged for Porter to
bring Hunters4Hunters
to the community center,
expressed his doubts.

“Sometimes you
wonder if there’s a more
sinister plan why they don’t
manage these wolves,” he
said. “Young kids today go
ten years without seeing
a deer, and maybe they’ll
quit hunting. Why did
the DNR even have a
season? They knew there
was no deer out there.”
Another speaker picked up
on the theme.

“Make no mistake, this
is more than just a wolf
problem,” he said. “This
is an agenda to keep the
wolves high so hunting
parties of 14 maybe get
one deer and the kids quit
hunting and the dads quit
hunting. They’re after our
guns. Make no mistake.
Governor Walz and Keith
Ellison, our government,
they want our guns and
we’re all under assault.
This is the issue why we’re
here,it’s more than wolves.
They want to take our guns
and that’s what we’ve got
to stand up for.”

A woman in the crowd
immediately chimed in.

“It’snot justyour guns,
guys,” she said. “They
don’t want us up here.
They do not want people in
northern Minnesota. They
want this for their own
elite, whatever you call it,
playground. They want us
out of here.”

Porter responded.

“Ifyouwould have told
me that five years ago I'd
have said you were wrong,”
he said. “I wouldn’t have
believed that. But I believe
it now. I think that in their
perfect utopia there is a
balance between wolves
and deer and it does not
include hunters, it does
not include gun owners,
and it does not include
landowners.”

Porter and other
Hunters4Hunters board
members have been paying
to travel for meetings out of
their own pockets, Porter
said, noting that he was
spending about $800 just
last week. A collection
taken to defray expenses
pulled in $2,138.

The Hunters4Hunters
website shows the orga-
nization has eight more
scheduled public meetings
through the end of January.
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THE PRICE OF POWER

MPUC approves Minnesota Power interim rate hike

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— The state’s
Public Utilities Commission, or
MPUC, has approved an interim
rate increase for Minnesota Power
customers that is expected to
increase the average residential
electric bill by about eight bucks
a month.

The new interim rate, which
represents an 8.6 percentincrease,
will take effectin January and will
remain in place until the MPUC
rules on the company’s full rate
request, submitted last month.
The full rate hike, which will now
be subjecttoreview by the public,
consumer groups, and several
state agencies, would increase
the typical customer’s residential
power bill by approximately $11
per month and raise an additional

$89 million in revenue for the
company. As a private, inves-
tor-owned utility, Minnesota
Power’s rates are subject to reg-
ulation by the MPUC, which is
expected to enforce state law that
limits the rate of return on invest-
ment to just under ten percent. If
the MPUC ultimately approves
a rate hike that’s lower than
the interim increase, Minnesota
Power would be required to
refund the difference, with inter-
est,to customers. A final decision
on Minnesota Power’s latest rate
request is expected late next year
or in early 2025.

“The rate adjustment sup-
ports the rising cost of produc-
ing and delivering 24/7 electric
service,” said Jennifer Cady,
Minnesota Power vice president
of Regulatory and Legislative

Affairs. “It will also ensure the
company is able to hire and
retain the workforce necessary
to execute innovative projects
that reduce carbon, increase
renewable resources, preserve
reliable service to homes and
businesses,and provide programs
and services that help customers
control their energy use and
monthly bills.”

In a press statement, the
company contends that the
higher revenues are necessary to
implement the company’s Energy
Forward strategy, which calls
for an aggressive transition to
clean sources of power, including
wind and solar. According to
the company, Minnesota Power
became the first utility in the state
to deliver 50 percent renewable
energy in 2020 and hitan all-time

high of nearly 60 percent renew-
able in 2022, with a goal of being
more than 70 percent renewable
by 2030, all while safeguarding
reliable service to its 150,000
customers.

“Over the last decade,
Minnesota Power has transitioned
to become one of the nation’s
clean-energy leaders, and we are
doing this in a sustainable way
that always keeps our customers
at the forefront,” said Cady.

Minnesota Power has already
retired seven of its nine coal
units and plans to be coal-free
by 2035. During that transition,
the company plans to add up
to 700 megawatts of wind and
solar power and plans to invest
inenergy storage technologies as
soon as they are ready for market.
Several such technologies are

currently in development.

In the interim, the company
says it is ensuring adequate sup-
plies of backup energy through
peaking plants run on natural gas.

“Not surprisingly, the tran-
sition to more renewable energy
and a more reliable and resilient
grid is transforming how energy
isproduced and delivered,” Cady
said. “This proposal ensures we
canmake the investments needed
to continue the clean-energy
transition toward a carbon-free
future while not losing sight of
the importance of reliability and
affordability. In this unique north-
ern climate, delivering a reliable
24/7 supply of energy remains our
highest priority and continues to
be the state’s priority.”

COUNCIL...cContinuedfrom page 1

aid.Both of those payments
are one-time only, at least
under current law, but
they’ll provide a boost for
the city in 2024. The city is
also anticipating a $10,700
increase initslocal govern-
ment aid allotment, while
lease increases approved
by the council will raise
a bit under $12,000 more
next year.

Schultztold the council
that the budget includes
$120,000 in unallocated
discretionary funds that the
council will have available
in 2024 to finance projects
or cover unanticipated
expenses. He recommend-
ed that the council track
those funds if and when
they do opttouse them over
the course of the year. “That
will create a little more
work for the council, but
it improves transparency,”
he said.

The 2024 budget
includes the city’s final
$53,000 payment on the
$250,000 emergency loan
that the city took out from
the League of Minnesota
Cities back in 2019 to help
pay bills in the midst of one
of the city’s worst financial
crises in decades.

Schultz said the city
still has a way to go to fully
restore its fiscal health.
“But, overall, we’re con-

tinuing to move in the right
direction,” he said.

In other budget-
ary action, the council
approved a $5 per quarter
increase in the city’s sewer
rate, which will help to
bring the sewer fund more
in line with expenses. The
rate increase is expected
to balance the books on
the operating expenses,
although it won’t cover
the depreciation expense.
The council also approved
closing a fire department
bank account that has
been unused for years. The
approximately $26,000
left in the account will be
transferred to the city’s
general fund but will still
be allocated for the fire
department.

In other business,
the council reviewed an
updated inventory list
from St. Louis County for
the public works facility
which the county is plan-
ning to finish vacating next
month. Schultz said city
maintenance supervisor
Ben Velcheffhad inspected
the equipment that will be
left behind at the site and
determined that there is
considerable value. Among
the equipment to be left is
an overhead crane, an arc
welder, drill press, central
air compressor, flamma-

bles cabinet, and newer
overhead heaters.

The county has indi-
cated that it is willing
to sell the property to
the city for the appraised
price of $260,000. Council
member Bob Anderson
said he’d like to see more
information on the oper-
ating costs of the facility.
Norby questioned whether
the acquisition made sense
for the city. “We’re a small
townand getting smaller.Is
thisreally the right move?”
he asked.

Others on the council
were more optimistic,
citing some of the planned
developmentthatisexpect-
ed to get underway along
the riverfront and harbor in
the next year or two.

MayorDave Setterberg
agreed the council still
needs more information
before moving forward.
“The first thing is nego-
tiating a price and then
mappingitall out,” he said.

In other business, the
council:

» Took no action
on a proposal by SEH to
re-bid the planned drink-
ing water treatment plant
for $4,500. Some on the
council questioned the
expense, given that the
materials needed for the
bid process were already

developed. The council
opted to take no action
until the Tower-Breitung
Waste Water Board decides
how it wishes to proceed.
An earlier bid for the
project came in at nearly
twice the engineer’s esti-
mate, leaving an enor-
mous funding gap that the
communities are not in a
position to fill.

> Opted to put a
pause on a proposal to
add additional camping
sites at Hoodoo Point
Campground due primarily
to the anticipated expense.

» Reported on the
performance review of the
clerk-treasurer and indicat-
ed mostly glowingreviews,
while also receiving good
feedback on things on
areas for improvement.
Setterberg recommend-
ed more training for the
clerk, including training
on Banyan, the city’s
financial software, as well
as attendance at the “clerk
school” put on periodically
by the League of Minnesota
Cities. At the same time,
the council approved a
seven percent increase in
his salary.

» Opted to put the
airport’s courtesy car up
for bid with a minimum bid
of $2,500. The vehicle is a
2004 Volkswagen Passat

with 84,679 miles on it,
but a laundry list of issues,
including old tires and
non-functioning heating
and air conditioning. The
vehicle “blue booked” out
at just under $3,000 for a
private sale.

» Unanimously
approved a 2024 con-
tract for up to $8,000
grant writing services from
Nancy Larson. A total
of $3,000 of that may be
reimburseable through the
IRRR.

> Briefly discussed
the process for selection of
the city’s official newspa-
per. Schultz said from his

perspective having ready
access to all the city’s
legal notices online is very
helpful. The city’s current
official newspaper does not
maintain a working website
and does not post current
legal notices.

> Approved a reap-
plication to the CDBG
program for utility projects
on S. Second and S. Third
Streets.

> Authorized the city
to apply for a $20,000
MPCA stormwater grant.
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SPORTS

Serving northern

St. Louis County
since 1989

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

SILVER BAY-
Tuesday’s game against the
Mariners proved the team’s
second blowout of the week,
this time by an even bigger
margin than last Thursday’s
drubbing of International
Falls. Playing at Silver Bay,
Ely starters spent the second
half on the bench as they
racked up a 51-6 margin
as of halftime enroute to a
89-25 win.

While Ely’s defense

was punishing, its offense
was even better as the team
racked up an impressive
62-percent shooting per-
centage from two-point
range. Twelve Ely players
scored in the contest, with
three players in double
digits. Senior Grace
LaTourell led the way with
17 points, while freshman
Amelia Penke added 15 and
junior Maija Mattson added
12. Seven players posted
multiple assists as well.
The Wolves racked up
23 steals,led by senior Sarah

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ely delivers punishing back-to-back routs

Visser with six.

Playing in Ely last
Thursday,the Wolves show-
cased just how stingy they
can be on defense, as Ely
breezed to a 67-25 win over
the Broncos.

Even when the Broncos
managed to break Ely’s
swarming press, the Wolves
created havoc with a stifling
man-to-man that allowed
I-Falls only five baskets
from the field in the first
half as they rolledtoa33-15
lead at the intermission. Ely
clamped down even harder

Right: Ely junior Clare
Thomas eyes the basket
as she lines up a jump
shot while under
pressure from a
Broncos’ defender.

photo by D. Colburn

in the second half, giving up
only one deuce and one trey
as they held the Broncos to
just 10 points. Even more
impressive was the Wolves’
ability to apply such intense
pressure without fouling

See ELY GIRLS...pg. 2B

Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- Coming off
aFriday loss at Red Lake, the
North Woods boys basketball
team took out any lingering
frustrations on a hapless
Nashwauk-Keewatin five at
home on Tuesday, winning
75-33 in a contest that wasn’t
as close as the final score
suggests.

Stifling full-court pres-
sure was the key as the
Grizzlies scratched and
clawed theirwaytoa 17-Olead
before the Spartans finally
connected on a hail Mary
three-ball at the 11:54 mark.
N-K wouldn’t sink another
shot from the field until the
second half.

This was the same N-K
lineup that beat North Woods
by 39 points in summer league
action,albeit without many of
the Grizzlies’ regulars on the
floor, but still, the turnaround

BOYS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies trample Spartans

Big win comes after disappointing loss to Red Lake last Friday

by DAVID COLBURN

Top: North Woods’ Louie
Panichi drives the lane

against a Spartans
defender.

Right: North Woods’
Jonah Burnett floats
along the baseline
for a score against
Nashwauk-Keewatin.

photos by D. Colburn

was stark and impressive.
When the Grizzlies weren’t
scoring on fast breaks gen-
erated by steals and turn-
overs their offense was crisp.
Whether it was Louie Panichi
slashing down the lane,
Talen Jarshaw scoring on the
baseline, or Jonah Burnett
ripping the net from beyond
the arc, North Woods was
nearly unstoppable. Burnett’s s
three-ball at the 6:18 mark put
the Grizzlies up 38-3, and he
followed that with another

See GRIZZLIES..pg. 2B

| WOODS
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Ely’s Deegan Richards takes the puck
past two Moose Lake defenders

photo by C. Clark

HOCKEY

Wolves
continue
t0o win

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY — The Timberwolves hockey
team is off to its hottest start in years as
they took three of four games over the
past week to improve to 6-2 on the season.

Playing at home on Tuesday, Wolves’
senior Deegan Richards lit the light twice
as Ely topped International Falls 3-2.
Richards put Ely on the board at the 15:27
mark of the first period on an unassisted
goal,butthat 1-0lead lasted just 32 seconds
when the Broncos’ Zach Youso responded
to even the score. Less than a minute later,
Ely was back in the lead for good on an
unassisted score by senior Wes Sandy.

After a scoreless second period,
Richards added an insurance goal, with a
Sandy assist, just 39 seconds into the third
period. The Broncos would score for the
second time with less than two minutes to
play, but it was too little, too late.

The Broncos outshot Ely 34-25, but
Ely goalie Ben Leeson’s .941 save per-
centage made the difference.

In weekend action in Ely, junior
Garrett Rohr notched a hat trick as the
Wolves routed Moose Lake 7-1. The
Wolves got on the board early as sopho-
more Jayden Zemke tripped the buzzer on
a power play at the 1:24 mark of the first
period, with an assist from senior Brecken
Sandberg. Sandberg notched the team’s
second goal at the 5:03 mark with assists
from Richards and Sandy.

See HOCKEY ...z 2B
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Wolves survive late Broncos rally in 62-57 win

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

INTERNATIONAL
FALLS —The Timberwolves
hung on through a late-game
scoring drought here to improve
theirrecord to 3-0 witha62-57 win

over the Broncos last Thursday.

“We were up by 18 with about
three minutes to go and turned
it over a few times and couldn’t
hit free throws,” said Ely Head
Coach Tom McDonald. “We let
them back into the game.”

The Wolves had their oppor-

tunities to expand their winning
margin, particularly from the
charity stripe, where they con-
nected on just 13 of 26 opportu-
nities. “That will have toimprove
as the season progresses,” said
McDonald.

Sophomore Jack Davies

GIRLS BASKETBALL

led the Wolves offensively with
22 points, while junior Cade
Chittum notched adouble-double
with 12 points and 14 rebounds.
Sophomore Drew Johnson had an
impressive outing as well, posting
eightboards,eightassists and five
steals, while junior Wyatt Mattson

added 11 boards for the Wolves.

After eight days off, Ely
returns to action on Friday when
they host Mesabi East. They’ll
be on the road next Tuesday in
Grand Marais.

Kiminski leads Floodwood over Grizzlies

by DAvID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- The North
Woods girls basketball team
was hoping to carry momentum
from last week’s big wins over
Carlton-Wrenshall and Two
Harbors into Tuesday’s home tilt
against Floodwood, but the Polar
Bears squashed that plan with a
71-60 victory.

It was too much of
Floodwood’s Kenzie Kiminski
for the Grizzlies to handle, as the
lanky sophomore knocked down
34 points from all over the court
while consistently causing prob-
lems for North Woods’ attempted
press.

The Grizzlies played solid
ball early, taking a 15-12 lead
on a trey by Helen Koch with
justunder seven minutes elapsed
in the game. But then the North
Woods offense sputtered, with a
pair of Tatum Barto free throws,
their only points over the next six
minutes as Floodwood forged a

ELY GIRLS..Continued from page 1B

27-17 advantage. Barto stopped
the drought with a driving layup
atthe 4:48 mark,and the Grizzlies
flipped the script and closed
out the half on a 13-2 run with
scores by Barto, Koch, and Corra
Brodeentoreclaim thelead 30-29
going into the break.

Floodwood went back on top
to start the second half, but the
Grizzlies were still in position
for a comeback at 44-38 with
over 12 minutes remaining. But
with Kiminski doing most of the
damage, the Polar Bears took full
control with a 21-6 run that gave
them an insurmountable 65-44
lead with about three minutes left.
North Woods shaved ten points
off that deficit after Kiminski
fouled out, but Floodwood held
on for the 71-60 win.

With a more concerted effort
to work the ball into the paint in
the second half, River Cheney
finished as the Grizzlies leading
scorer with 24 points, followed
by Koch with 14. The long dry
spells pulled down the Grizzlies’

shooting percentage for the game
to 29 percent, while Floodwood
hit 42 percent. Floodwood held a
slight edge rebounding at 55-50.

Head Coach Liz Cheney was
at a bit of a loss trying to explain
how Floodwood got away from
them.

“I have no idea,” she said.
“At halftime we talked about
needing to pass the ball and move
around offensively if we want the
defense to getout of position. And
they came out and they did not
move. Things weren’t going our
way. A different night, a different
outcome.”

Cheney gave credit to
Kiminski’s performance and to
Floodwood for getting rebounds
at critical times.

“At halftime our energy was
just down in the dumps, and
that made a big difference, too,”
Cheney said.

Two Harbors
The Grizzlies traveled to
Two Harbors last Friday and

overwhelmed the host Agates
81-30.North Woods’ defense was
nearly impenetrable against the
overmatched Agates, generating
36 turnovers that turned into 43
points.

Cheney routinely prefers to
go deep into her bench to keep
players fresh, and she had plenty
of opportunity against the Agates
to do so, with all but one of the
Grizzlies logging more than ten
minutes of playing time.

The Grizzlies had four
players with double-digitscoring,
led by Koch with 18. Talise
Goodsky poppedin 17,and Barto
and Cheney had 14 each.

Last Thursday’s home game
against Carlton-Wrenshaw was
another romp in the park for
the Grizzlies, as only one of the
Raptors’ players scored more
than one basket from the field.
North Woods raced to a 16-0
advantage and led 37-16 at the
break. The Grizzlies dominated
inside the paint, scoring 36 points
to the Raptors’ eight and winning

the rebound battle 43-26. North
Woods turned over the Raptors
42 times, while committing 29 of
their own. North Woods allowed
only 11 second-half points in the
65-27 rout.

Cheney and Koch provided
most of the scoring punch for
the Grizzlies, each notching 20
points. Nine of the Grizzlies’ ten
varsity players scored.

“Carlton-Wrenshall and
Two Harbors just don’t have the
numbers, and their teams are
young,” Cheney said. “In Two
Harbors on Friday we came out
on fire because of our press. They
were just on it fast and quick and
reading the ball well.”

The girls were scheduled
for a road trip to Moose Lake on
Thursday, their final game before
the winter holiday break. The
Grizzlies will play Dec. 27-28 in
the Aitkin Holiday Tournament.

Junior Garrett Rohr
notched his first goal of
the contest at the 13:48
mark with an assist from
freshman Owen Marolt
as the Wolves finished the
period up 3-0.

Drew Marolt, with
an assist from Richards,
added to the lead in the first
two minutes of the second
period. Moose Lake scored
its one and only goal at the
4:56 mark, but Richards
and Rohr would add two
more goals, with assists
from Sandy, Owen Marolt
and senior Ty Walker before
the period was out.

GRIZZLIES..Continued from page 1B

trey and a breakaway
dunk that brought roars
from the home crowd. The
only mercy the Spartans
received was the halftime
buzzer and time to lick their
wounds from being pum-
meled 52-7 in the first half.

Evan Kajala got the
Grizzlies rolling in the
second half with a corner
trey, but the Spartans
answered right back with
a deuce, a sign the second
half wouldn’t be quite
as dominating for North
Woods. With Grizzlies
Head Coach Andrew
Jugovich substituting lib-
erally, the defense was a
bit more porous and the
offense not as sharp. North
Woods wasup by 51 points,
71-20, when Jugovich
emptied his bench, and the
Spartans responded with a
token run in the final four
minutes to pull within 42
at the finish.

Burnett led the
Grizzlies in scoring with
23 first-half points and
27 for the game, followed

A

Left: Ely freshman
Amelia Penke works
around an I-Falls
defender during home
action last Friday.

g Ely was whistled for
d infractions only 13 times

the entire game.
Unsurprisingly, the
Wolves had their transition
game revved up, scoring
seemingly at will on fast
breaks and quick offensive
plays before the Broncos

could get set on defense.
The Wolves also had good
success working the ball
down low for scores.

Senior Hannah Penke
took full advantage of her
opportunities, cashing in
for a game-high 27 points.
Clare Thomas knocked
down 12 and Audrey
Kallberg dropped in ten as
seven Ely players scored in
the runaway win.

“We can play good
defense when we want to,

there’s no doubt about it,”
Head Coach Max Gantt
said. “We played good man
defense, and we pressed
them alittle bit. We gave up
10 points in the second half
— that’s a quality effort.”

Gantt said fans can
expect to see more out of
the Wolves’ offense in the
future.

“We will have better
games finishing up at the
rim and we’ll shoot threes
better,” he said. “There’s
even more offense to be

had. We didn’t turn it over
a lot of times, and that was
good, and we got open
looks. Those threes will
go in. I’'m not too worried
about that.”

Looking ahead, the
Wolves are set to face
tougher opponents in the
coming days. They face
Cromwell on Friday on
the road and will be back
home to host Chisholm
on Monday. “Those teams
will be good tests for us,”
said Gantt.

Rohr notched his third
goal unassisted atthe 15:22
mark of the third period
to close out scoring in the
contest.

Ely peppered Moose
Lake goalie Eli Gilbertson
with 51 shots on goal and
held the Rebels to just 24
shots on the afternoon,
all but one of which was
turned aside by Ely goalie
Ben Leeson.

Ely’s Sandberg,
Walker, and junior Jace
Huntbatch each spent two
minutes in the box on pen-
alties, while Moose Lake
skaters were out a total of

by Jarshaw with 18 and
Panichi with 11.

Jugovich was enthu-
siastic about the Grizzlies’
first half smackdown, but
less so about the second
half.

“We played really good
defense the first half with
plenty of steals and fast
breaks,” he said. “In the
second half I wanted them
to be hungry, but it’s hard
playing with a massive
lead. Tobe great youhaveto
be able to keep the intensity
up no matter what, whether
you’re down 50 or up 50.”

Red Lake wins 95-68

The Red Lake Warriors
couldn’t have been much
hotter from the field than
they were when North
Woods came calling last
Friday, and the Grizzlies
had no answers, falling
95-68.

The game stats weren’t
all in the Warriors’ favor.
North Woods had more
rebounds, more steals,
fewer turnovers and fouls,
and took eight more shots

four minutes on penalties.

Playing in Ashland
last Thursday, the Wolves
rallied from a 3-2 deficit in
the third period to outpace
the Oredockers 7-5 on the
strength of a Drew Marolt
hat trick. Ely got on the
board firstatthe 10:03 mark
of the first period when
Zemke swiped the netatthe
10:03 mark with an assist
from Drew Marolt.

The Oredockers
responded with back-to-
back goals to finish out the
period.

Ely took advantage of
another power play at the

2:01 mark of the second
period as Drew Marolt
evened the game unassist-
ed. Ashland came back just
over seven minutes later to
retake the lead 3-2.

Elytieditupatthe3:11
mark of the third period on
an unassisted goal from
Richards. A minute and a
half later, Sandberg gave
the Wolves the lead with
help from Drew Marolt and
Richards.

Ashland knotted the
game at four less than a
minute later,but Zemke put
Ely back up 5-4 at the 7:40
mark. Drew Marolt scored

than the Warriors.

But it’s the shots that
drop that count, and after
North Woods took a 12-10
lead on a pair of Burnett
free throws, Red Lake got
hot while North Woods did
not. The Warriors’ Gerald
Kingbird Jr. brought the
most heat, scorching the
nets, shooting 15-of-24
with five three-pointers
for 37 points. Red Lake
knocked down 52.6 percent
of their shots on the night
overall as they slowly but
surely put the squeeze
on the Grizzlies, leading
40-26 at the half. North
Woods couldn’t find the
touch from the field, hitting
just 31.4 percent, a perfor-
mance hampered by atough
Red Lake defense that
notched 13 blocked shots.
The Grizzlies also had a
subpar night at the charity
stripe, going 9-of-20 for 45
percent.

Burnett had a strong
gamein alosing cause with
29 points, and Panichi and
Luke Will had 13 each.

“They shot the lights
out,” Jugovich said.“(Jack)
Brown and Kingbird did not
miss and a lot of them were
contested shots,soI have to
give it to them. If we make
our shooting percentage
and they’re not as hot, it’s
a game.”

Jugovich did find a
silverlininginthe Grizzlies’
effort.

“Wenever gaveup,”he
said. “The fight was there,
the diving on the floor,
the hustle. The defense
was there the entire time,
no matter what. The boys
never gave up.”

The Grizzlies were
scheduled to be back on
their home court Thursday
against Moose Lake, fol-
lowed by a Friday road tilt
against Northland-Remer.
North Woods will be on
the road again on Monday
against Carlton-Wrenshall,
their last game before the
holiday winter break. The
Grizzlies are entered in the
Chisholm Holiday Tourney
on Dec. 29-30.

his second goal of the game
two minutes later to put the
Wolves up 6-4. Ashland hit
the net once again just over
a minute later, but Marolt
added an insurance goal at
the 16:59 mark to put the
game away.

Working the net,
Leesonnotched 41 saveson
46 shots on goal, while the
Wolves notched 54 shots
against the Oredockers.
Both teams spent consid-
erable time in the box, as
the Wolves were called for
seven penalties, all minors.
Ashland was called on five
penalties.

“BIRD
{ SEED

HIBBING

N
262-3049 ..

In Dec. 5 action at
Silver Bay, the Wolves fell
to North Shore 4-1. Walker
scored Ely’s only goal at
the 1:30 mark of the second
period. Ely outshot North
Shore 27-23 in the game.

The Wolves were setto
host the Burnett Blizzard on
Friday, with a 6 p.m. start.
They’ll travel to Greenway
next Thursday to take on
the Raiders.

CookVFW
POST 1757

(218)666-0500

Open: Wed-Mon:
Noon to Closing
(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)
Thursday: BINGO

Opens: 5 PM
Games Start: 6:30 PM

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT « 4:30-7 PM
1/3 LB BURGER - $6
_206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

PERFECTION

Butcher's Deluxe Package
4 Butcher's Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

74222DRG  separately $22+54 39999

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE
Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

.,
- MAKES A -

| GREAT GIFT

R Y
T h"“h
; T A

Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8464 | 1.844.513.2857
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222DRG
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

ELY—  Motivating
athletes in practice is al-
ways a challenge for a
coach. But motivating
Nordic skiers in the North
Country’s thus-far nearly
snowless winter to date is
providing an even bigger
test for Ely Nordic Ski
Head Coach Todd Hohen-
stein, now in his second
year at the helm of Ely’s
always impressive team.

“It has been very
different from last year,”
noted Hohenstein. “It’s a
great lesson in accepting
what is not under our con-
trol and doing the most
with what we do control.”

The maintenance
staff at Hidden Valley
can often work miracles
with even a few inches of
snow, but in a winter fea-
turing near record-warm
temperatures for weeks
and barely an inch or two
of snow in the few weeks,
there’s just nothing to
work with. Last year at
this time, the area had
nearly two feet of snow
on the ground and trail
conditions had been ex-
cellent for weeks, giving
skiers a great start to the
season.

This year, rather than
skiing, team members
are training through trail
running, hiking with ski
poles, bounding up hills,
and building strength
through a variety of oth-
er exercises. “It’s all
good training,” said Ho-
henstein, “but over-use
injuries, both the physi-
cal and mental, have in-
creased. So, we’ve tried
to be creative with keep-
ing practice fresh.”

Recently, the team
took a break from the
physical training and sat
down at the Hidden Valley
chalet to watch a replay
of the women’s World
Cup racing from Finland.
“There were snacks at the
chalet, while our skiers
took a break from their
workout to think about
skiing on snow,” said Ho-
henstein.

This past week, the
team did get its first op-
portunity to train on real
snow during a visit to
Giants Ridge. “There
were plenty of logistics
to make it happen, but I
have never been at a prac-

ELY ‘WOLVES
Keeping skiers motivated in a snowless winter

tice for any sport that was
as joyful and euphoric as
those two hours on snow,”
said Hohenstein. “All the
skiers were smiling as
they finished the prac-
tice doing several inter-
vals as if finishing their
race. It was exactly what
our team needed to get
through to our first meet
on Tuesday.”

The practice at Giants
Ridge was possible only
because the ski area’s
snowmaking capabilities.
The ski course in Dulu-
th also has the ability to
make snow, so that meet
was able to go on despite
the lack of snow gener-
ally. “Our next meet in
December is on the 19th,”
said Hohenstein, so,
hopefully by then we are

2023 F150
CREW CAB

* Must Finance Thru Ford Credit OAC

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

EVERYONE'S PRICE

#25556

$59,910.00 MSRP

-$2,000.00  SPORT DISC

-$3,629.00  FOH DISC
$54,281":
$1,500* PLUS 2.9% @ 60 MOS*

$52 j 781 +"LCONDITIONAL PRICE

grooming natural snow,
but Grand Rapids also has
snowmaking capability.”

While better than
nothing, Hohenstein not-
ed that skiing on man-
made snow generally
limits the courses to short
oval loops. “Skiers end up
doing multiple loops on
courses that may only be
1.5 kilometers long,” he
said.

Skiers may end up
with a break after the
19th, depending on the
weather. “After the 19th,
we’ll take it one day at a
time,” said Hohenstein.
“Another trip down to the
Ridge for an afternoon is
definitely a possibility.”

Assuming the snow
finally arrives, the Ely
skiers have high hopes.

4X4
SPORT

$1500
@ 60

Sport Appearance Pkg
Ecoboost
Heated Seats
Trailer Hitch

The boys’ team, domi-
nated by sophomores last
year, is returning with all
of last year’s strong com-
petitors. “Duluth East will
be very hard to beat, but
the boys are setting their
sights on earning a state
tournament entry by tak-
ing second at sections,’
said Hohenstein. “The
girls will be rebuilding
from last year as 4 mem-
bers of the section team
graduated. The younger
skiers are excited about
the opportunity to move

up "’
For now, they’re all
waiting on Mother Nature

to deliver the white stuff.

#25678
$33,695 MSRP
-$698 FOH DISC
: 32,997
+ 2.9% EVERYONE’S PRICE
*
MOS -$1250 FLEX BUY BONUS CASH
+1.9% @ 66 MOS * OAC
-$1000 LOW APR CUSTOMER CASH

EST. 1951

—€ [ELY

SJ| @

Jacket

SURPLU

60 Below wiQuilted Liner

NORFIN Retractable
Cleated Pack Boot
-60 Below

Let’s Get On The Ice!l

NORFIN Extreme Systems

Eagle Claw Retractable Ice Pics

.0% SALE continues...

Flannel & Chamois Shirts, K288 Carhartt Hoodie,
Kids Winter Jackets & Snow Pants

HOURS: M-Sat, 9-5; Sun. Dec 17 10-4;
Closed Christmas Eve

129 N. Central Ave., Ely ® 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

HOLIDAY SALES EVENT GOING ON NOW!
CHECK OUT THESE HOT DEALS AT FORD OF HIBBING!

s30 747+"LCONDITIONAL PRICE

*Must Finance Thru Ford Motor Credit
**Price Will Vary Between Models & Optional Equipment

SOIMANYAERESHETIRADES!!

2023 BRONGO SPORT
BIG BEND AWD

11 Available**

$2250 + 1.9%
@ 66 MOS *

Trailer Tow PKG
Ecoboost
GOAT Modes

2013 FLEX SEL AWD 2018 CHEROKEE 2016 JOURNEY AWD R/T | 2018 EXPLORER XLT 2013 TAHOE LT
—— TRAILHAWK V6 ONLY 53K MI SPORT APP. PACK. =

| i o
$§1I5j9]5}4 #0s0| §21 471 #o78| § 7,954 #8056 3»25@390 #8080 §1-4;§1‘2 #8006A
2020 ESCAPE AWD SE 2020 F150 XL CREW 2015 F150 XLT 2015 FIESTA SE 2003 CROWN VIC
31K MI 30K MI 6.5 FT BOX ONLY 50K MI
$22,473 nserzn | $34,986 nsezsn | $26,952 wseson | $5,980 wor7a $6,500 #25490C
2020 RAPTOR 2018 EXPLORER XLT 2017 YUKON XL DENALI | 2023 F-150 TREMOR 2022 BRONGO SPORT
33K MI _ 8K MI 5.0L BIG BEND

|

$59,390 w2562 | §23,980 #8000 | §3 #o0an| $61,982 u002 §28,916 #25657A
2016 PATRIOT HIGH 2017 ESCAPE SEL 2019 FIESTA SE 4 DR 2019 EXPLORER SPORT 2017 ESCAPE SE AWD
ALTITUDE 56K MI > AWD -

-
L

J )= vy
$11,980 nossn | $15,710 nos|$11,980 wes| $30,987 o $13,980 sosone
2017 RENEGADE LATITUDE | 2022 COMPASS LATITUDE | 2021 ESCAPE SEL AWD 2016 GRAND CARAVAN AVP | 2021 MACH-E PREMIUM
80K MI ONLY 5K MI 64K MI EXT RANGE

C

O~

$16,397 noea| $27,980 nsas7e | §22,392 nseaon | §14,980 #eosea| §31,987 #25531A
2021 EXPLORER LIMITED | 2020 ESCAPE AWD SEL 2018 RAPTOR 2014 SIERRA REG CAB 2021 VOYAGER LXI
AWD 55K MI aX4

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH ~ RYAN AULTMAN  JAMI HENDRIX

ERIC GRAFF MIKE DAY

TEIGAN BOSARGE

RANDY ROY

218-212-7202 218-293-4606 218-293-4636 218-293-4627 218-293-4637 218-293-4596 218-293-4625

218-262-3881

$31,980 w102| $16,954 wserra | $50,954 wsiia | §15,980 wseren | §$23,410 #805
2020 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 2016 PATRIOT HIGH 2022 TAHOE 271 2015 EXPEDITION XLT EL | 2016 EDGE SEL AWD V6
ALTITUDE
$33,978 worea| §13,741 1079 §62,980 wsea7a | §15,980 nse2n | §14,980 #25713A
1 e
A 8K |
Vil F | ! i L vi 2627 Hwy 169
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Our lives in the

S Northwoods

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The
extraordinarily mild weather
so far this month is uncom-
mon,butnotunprecedented,
according to state climatol-
ogist Pete Boulay. It was
back in December of 1998,
coming off one of the stron-
gest el Nifio events ever
recorded, thatthe region saw
temperatures even warmer

than this year, at least over
the first two weeks of the
month.

A very strong el Nifio
is currently in place in the
Pacific Ocean and it appears
to be significantly affecting
our weather.

Back in 1998, tempera-
tures reached the low 50s
at many reporting weather
stations in northeastern
Minnesotaaslate as Dec. 15,
including a 50-degree high
in Tower and a 51-degree

WHERE’S WINTER?

Mild December unusual but not unprecedented

reading near Cook on that
date. Temperatures for the
first two weeks of the month
averaged 10-12 degrees F
above average and, like this
year, the ground was mostly
bare. Many of the larger lakes
in the region didn’t freeze-
up until mid-December that
year. Lake Vermilion, for
example, didn’t fully freeze
over until Dec. 13, the latest
date on record.

This year, local report-
ing stations are running about

Right: Just a skiff of
show remains on top of
the ice on the West Two
River this week.The area
has seen a remarkably
warm and dry December
so far this year.

photo by M. Helmberger

8-10 degrees above average

to date, but this month is |

likely to finish significant-
ly warmer overall than in

See WARM..pg. 5B

EXPLORATIONS

Adventures on ice

With so little snow, it’s time to get out the blades

here are several waystotravel
Tin the North Country wilder-

ness in winter, but none is
so fleeting or so rare as on skates.
It takes that unusual alignment of
November weather to allow for wild
skating— cold, preferably below
zero but not too far below zero,
calm conditions,and alack of snow.

In those early

reattaching your blades on the other
side (another ten seconds).

My most recent adventure took
me and a friend up the Hunting
Shack River from the Echo Trail,
into Pauline Lake and over the
portage to Nigh Lake. These two
relatively small lakes are part of a
cluster of a half dozen lakes tucked

away south of the Echo

winters, like this one,
when these conditions
align to create the magic,
it is impossible for me
to resist. Yes, I’ve fallen
through once before on
my various adventures
on frozen water, but
that hasn’t been enough
to discourage me from
touching blade to ice
when the opportunity
presents itself. I just go
prepared.

MARHl.l.
HELMBERGER

Trail, and just west
of the Jeanette Lake
campground. They’re
located just outside of
the Boundary Waters,
which means they prob-
ably see fewer visitors
than many lakes within
the wilderness. I’d been
meaning to visit them
by canoe since Paul
Schurke had recom-
mended them a couple
years ago, but I figured

It’s been exception-
ally mild so far this
winter, with much-above average
temperatures and a veritable drought
of snow. But a brief cold snap just
after Thanksgiving, with a couple
below zero nights, gave us the gift
of clear, smooth ice on many area
lakes and rivers and I was intent to
take advantage as long as the gods
of weather allowed it.

For me, the holy grail of ice
skating is being able to explore the
Boundary Waters, traveling rivers
and lakes, portaging where nec-
essary. Since I use Nordic skates,
long blades with abinding that clips
to the bottom of a skate ski boot,
portages are as simple as detaching
your blades (which takes all of ten
seconds), walking the portage, and

they’d make a good
destination for an on-ice
adventure.

We weren’t the only ones to
see the advantage of a ribbon of
ice. With about an inch of relatively
fresh powder snow on top of the
ice, the evidence of other travelers
was readily apparent. We followed
an otter trail most of the way to
Pauline Lake before it disappeared
into a small hole in the ice along the
muskeg shore. A pack of wolves had
also made use of the river in their
own travels. Wolf tracks are easy
to distinguish in fresh snow due to
their large size and the telltale drag
marks of their claws in the snow.
Dogs tend to lift their feet higher,

See SKATING..pg. 5B

Above: Checking the ice on the Hunting Shack River,
northeast of Buyck earlier this month. The brief cold
snap just after Thanksgiving allowed for several
inches of ice to form on many small lakes and rivers.
For wilderness adventures on ice, be sure to go
prepared. The backpack pictured here contains food,
water, matches and other survival gear, as well as a
complete change of clothes in a dry sack.

photo by V. Ranua

Below: The telltale signs of an otter traveling along
the Hunting Shack River. Otter “tracks” include tracks
from their feet frequently interspersed with their belly
slides.

photo by M. Helmberger

ICE FISHING

New law has
fines for trash
on the ice

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— With suffi-
cient ice on many North Country
lakes,anglers are starting to move
their fish houses out to their
favorite honey holes. But they’ll
want to be aware of a new law
that could cost them up to $100
if they leave trash out on the ice.

The new law took effect
July 1 and it requires all trash to
be placed in a container that’s
secured to a fish house or your
vehicle. That includes beer and
pop cans, liquor bottles, cigarette
butts and even fish remains.

“We don’t want people
leaving that directly on the ice,”
said Maj. Robert Gorecki, oper-
ations manager of the Minnesota
Departmentof Natural Resources’
enforcement division. “Number
one, it can blow away. Number
two, people tend to forget about
that type of stuff.”

Garbage leftbehind ontheice
is one of the biggest complaints
conservation officers, or COs,
hearevery year, Gorecki said,and
it’s what prompted the Legislature
to pass the new law. COs report
that they regularly find beverage
containers, cardboard, and other
trash left behind by thoughtless
anglers. They also regularly find
human waste, which is a public
health concern as well as just,
well... gross. Some of the newer
high-end fish houses even have
holding tanks for sewage and
some users will just dump an
entire season’s accumulation on
the ice when they leave, creat-
ing additional environmental

See TRASH.pg. 5B

Thanks for the
thoughts on wolves,
winter, and deer

We appreciated last week’s
column by Marshall Helmberger
on the deer population and
hunting. We had a good chat over
coffee this morning. People are
very slow to make the connections
to that tough winter- maybe they
didn’t get out there to experience
itthemselves? AnditisTOOBAD
the DNR is making decisions
based on hunting success.

We took a hike last weekend
to a nearby lake that has about
four-to-six inches of ice with a
lot of springs. (Last winter we
had a small group of wolves, but
they left with the deer).

Coyotes caughtasmall spike
buck out on the ice, devouring it
was quick work, like overnight.

We saw two coyotes while
walking up to the carcass.

Keep up the good work!

Julie Miedtke

Grand Rapids
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SKATING...continued from page 4B

whereas wolves, in what [
suspect is an economy of
motion, barely lift their feet
as they walk.

While the skating con-
ditions weren’t perfect, the
inch of powder snow that
lay on top of the otherwise
smooth ice, created no real

WARM...Continued from page 4B

1998. That warm start to
the month in 1998 was
followed by a brutal cold
snap that set in just before
Christmas, which led to
one of the most dramatic
temperature changes within
the month of December
ever recorded in our area.

impediment to our skates
and we made good time
heading up the river, with
occasional stops to check
the ice thickness. It was
invariably six inches deep
or more, plenty safe for
skating.

It was more of the same

on Pauline Lake, although
occasional patches of slush
or frozen slush under that
inch of snow slowed our
progress a bit. Nigh Lake
had considerably less slush
and the wind had blown a
few patches clear of snow,
leaving several inches of

clearblackicethat was ajoy
to skate. Both lakes were
small, Nigh checks in at41
acres with ashoreline thatis
almost entirely coniferous,
while Pauline is not much
bigger,at just 63 acres, with
ashoreline that’s a bit more
mixed.

I’m hoping it’s not my
last Boundary Waters trek
this year. If the snow con-
tinues to fall elsewhere this
month, I may well be off
on another on-ice adven-
ture soon. With conditions
this ephemeral, there’s no
waiting for another day.

Above: A view of the
shoreline on Nigh
Lake, which is rocky
and dominated by pine
and spruce. Despite

a slight snow cover,
the skating was quite
good.

photo by M. Helmberger

Tower, which had reached
50 above in the middle of
the month, bottomed out at
minus-37 before the month
was out, a variation within
the month of 88 degrees
F. The cold was so pro-
nounced in the second half
of the month that the month

TRASH...Continued from page 4B ————

concerns.

Prior to the new law,
conservation officers
couldn’t take enforcement
action for trash or other
waste left on the ice if a fish
house was occupied.

The new law gives con-
servation officers the ability
to educate people first, and
take enforcement action
as needed, according to
Gorecki. Violating the law
is a petty misdemeanor and
could result in a $100 fine.

“Itreally gives us some
new tools in our tool belt
to make sure the public
is picking up after them-
selves,” Gorecki said. “We
can directly address that
with them while we’re out
there on the ice talking to
them about fishing or other
activities, and make sure
that they pick it up while
we’re there.”

Minnesota Public
Radio contributed to this
story.

Lake Vermilion

Holiday Getaway Destination!

* Comfortable Private Rooms
+ Continental Breakfast

» On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail ""-
*Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort, %
Fortune Bay Resort Casion and

218.753.2333 » 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com ¢ vermilionparkinn.com

— ==
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Estate Planning
+ General Questions
- Wills

« Trusts

« Power of Attorney

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

« Health Care Declaration
- Cabin Succession Planning

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Minnesota State Bar Association

Certified & Specialist

Real Property Law

g Ln

2

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street

P.O. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 + 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY'S PIZZA

Saturday, December 23

Party and

ﬁ 8 PN-12 AM

Ugly Sweater

_ KARAOKE CONTEST ¢

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant | 753-5707 Pizza

DRINK SPECIALS and FOOD
CLOSED MONDAYS
Hours: Tues-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: S,Tu,W,Th: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza: S,TuW to 9 PM; Thur. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

Reservations Appreciated * Take Out Available

overall averaged within a
degree or two of normal
despite the extraordinarily
warm start.

That late December
cold wave was likely facil-
itated by the rapid onset of
a la Nifla pattern, which
cooled off much of the rest

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
wethAld ‘3""f_' yathole,
\?[ ao \‘f"\ ', __ ";’ - ‘;" T
Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Ormr Hi Lo Prec.
12/04 32 28 0.00 12/04 34 30 0.00 12/04 34 30 0.00 12/04 34 30 0.00
12/05 33 23 0.00 12/05 35 30 0.00 12/05 33 29 0.00 12/05 30 23 0.00
12/06 27 21 0.00 12/06 30 21 0.00 12/06 29 22 0.00 12/06 39 23 0.00
12/07 38 15 0.00 12/07 38 20 0.00 12/07 38 23 0.00 12/07 48 21 0.00
12/08 50 12 0.00 12/08 48 17 0.00 12/08 43 23 0.00 12/08 37 34 0.00
12/09 32 26 0.00 12/09 39 32 0.00 12/09 38 32 0.00 12/09 36 18 0.00
1210 29 17 0.09 077 12/10 37 18 0.04 05 1210 34 18 0.06 12" 1210 21 18 0.14
YTD Total 2362 11.6” YTD Total 25,03 5.4” YTD Total 20.17 94" YTD Total NA

of the winter. But there’sno
sign of that this year—just
a strong el Nifio pattern. In
fact, there’s no sign of any
significant change to our
remarkably warm and dry
December as of this week,
with temperatures forecast-
ed to continue warm with

little or no snow for the
foreseeable future.
Indeed, the 8-14 day
outlook from the Climate
Prediction Center, shows
the Upper Midwest, includ-
ing all of Minnesota with an
80-90 percent probability
of above-normal tempera-

tures.

The average high for
December 15 in Tower
is 21.7 degrees, with an
average low of 0.5 degrees
F.

from NOAA weather

Tuesday

b,
e
N =
A

-

35 21
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34
36
30
38
51

Sn. Lo
29
29
21
17
20
32
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0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.1

Tower

12/04
12/05
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/09 38
12/10 35
YTD Total

0.5" 1.0°

23.87 6.1”

Sweat King
(Grandpa'’s original)

20% efficient

Garrett, Daryl and Leif Lamppa
(This transformation involved 5 generations and a ton of SISU)

Spanning
75
Years

(New)

BluFlame

70+% efficient

Virtually Smokeless (95+%) ¢ Environmentally Sound
High Overall Efficiency (70+%) * More Heat - Less Wood
Helps Keep Chimney Clean ¢ Happy Neighbors

Easy Operation * Great Steam

(Burning model on display and an outside shower available in the summer - bring your towel!)

Lamppa Mfg ¢ 9501 Hwy 135N, Tower, MN 55790

(218) 753-2330 + 1-800-358-2049
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country
School (VCS) is
seeking applicants
for the following
positions:

VERMILION
. COUNTRY |

SCHOOL

Vermilion Country is a project based learning
school seeking to expand our staffing. We
are adding new positions! Currently open for
interview on a rolling basis - call 218-248-2485
or email info@vermilioncountry.org for more
information:

Licensed Teaching positions grades
7-12(B.A. or teaching license required):
> Literature/Language Arts &/or Social Studies

(Licensed) 40K-54K DOE
> Science &/or Math Teacher (Licensed) 40K-
54K DOE

Student Support and Community positions
(no education license required)
Benefits Eligible
» Special Education Assistant /para(Special

Education ) (Hourly $17.50 - 24.50/HR +)

» Student Success Counselor (salary) ($40K
annual salary)

» Student Success Program Specialist (hourly
$24-30/hr+ DOE)

Part Time:

» American Indian Programs Liaison &
Community Organizer (Hourly $24-30/hr+
DOE) Part time 4-8 hours per week

» Transportation Driver (Van) 5-20 hours per
week. Hourly rate DOE

» Transportation Driver (Class C School Bus)
5-20 hours per week. Hourly rate DOE

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org
and/or 218-248-2485

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

W Waschke Family Chevrolet is
. currently seeking an Auto Body
WERUEN Technician and an  Automotive
i« Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-

son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send

Breitung Township

St. Louis County, Minnesota
Notice of Filing for
Town Offices to be Elected

Notice is hereby given that a town election will
be held in the Township of Breitung, St. Louis
County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 12th day
of March, 2024.

The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy
will be Tuesday, January 2nd, 2024. The last
day will be Tuesday, the 16th of January, 2024,
at 5:00 p.m.

Filings may be made with the Township Clerk,
Dianna Sunsdahl. You can make an appoint-
ment by calling 218-753-6020, or visit our web-
site for forms and mail them along with the filing
fee to: Breitung Township, PO Box 56, Soudan,
MN 55782

The following terms will be expiring:
Supervisor Seat #2 for the term of 3 years
Clerk for the term of 2 years

Filing fee is $2.00
Dianna Sunsdahl, Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 8 & 15, 2023

CITY OF TOWER
Sealed Bid - 2004 Volkswagen Passat
1.8L Turbo, A/C and Heat Not Working.
Minimum Bid $2,500
Contact City Hall at 218-753-4070
Bid Closing: 1/4/2024 at 4:00 PM.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15 & 22, 2023

CITY OF TOWER JOB POSTING
Seasonal Maintenance Worker

$12-$15/hr * Mowing, Snow Removal, Etc.
Must be able to lift 50 Ibs
For full job description and to apply, visit
www.cityoftower.com/positions-available.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15 & 22, 2023

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP
Notice of Filing for
Town Offices to be Elected

Notice is hereby given that a town election
will be held in the Kabetogama Township, St.
Louis County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, the
12th day of March, 2024.

The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy
will be Tuesday, January 2, 2024. The last
day will be Tuesday, the 16th day of January,
2024, at 5:00 p.m.

Filings may be made with Clerk Mary Manninen.
You can either make an appointment by calling
240-9325 or the Town Hall at 875-2082 or
emailing kabtown@frontier.com. You may file
without appointment by coming into the Town
Hall on Tuesday, January 16th, 2024, between
the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The following terms will be expiring:
Supervisor for the term of three years
Clerk for the term of two years

Filing fee is $2.00.

Mary Manninen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 8 & 15, 2023

Up For Bids
2015 GMC Sierra 1500
SLT- 5.3 V-8 motor
101,109 original miles
- Crew cab - Moonroof
- Leather Seats
Bids will be accepted until
Friday, December 29, 2023.

Vehicle can be viewed at
Embarrass Vermillion FCU
during normal business hours,
600 W 3rd Ave N, Aurora, MN.

We reserve the right to accept
or reject any and all bids.
Item is being sold “as-is” with
no warranty, expressed or
implied.

Bids can be submitted to
any of our three branches in
Aurora, Embarrass, or Tower.

Published in the Timberjay,
Dec. 15, 22 & 29, 2023

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

ACROSS 3
1 North —

5 Green prefix

8 Oodles
12 Writer

Kingsley
13 As well
14 Capri, e.g.

15 Souvenir sell-
er

17 Move like a

butterfly
18 Tours season
19 Snaky fish

resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. 20 Ceases
FILING NOTICE | 21 Soiaiy
WANTED! GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP 22 Twitch _
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking o MN 205.16, subd 4. . 23 Shroud city
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the B 26 He can hold
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and Town Clerk during regular office hours at the his head high
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or Town Hall from January 02, 2024 to January " n
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 16, 2024. These dates are the first day and j 30 "Dream on!
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin the last day to file. Office hours are Tuesday, 31 Zero-star
piednesday agp -roday, 10 am to 2 pm. review er 9 Capital on a chase
fing 16e 15 % 32 Santa'srun- 50 Penne — fiord 34 Canine cry
This March election will be for: way Vodka 10 Radarimage 35 "—
PUBLIC NOTICE Supervisor Postion 3 -3 year term 33 Old English 51 Uppityone 11 Collections Misbehavin' *
grer;ﬁr\gggirﬂogs_ltlgr;:a:t?érxr/:qaar term Sheepdog 52 Ambulance 16 Beheld 37 Squabbles
feature initials 20 — Lancelot 38 Diner orders
FIELD TOWNSHIP Thte %r%eRWOOdtJ O‘r’nt';!f}" OLfiCG Wj“ have § 35 Skilled 53 Lunch hour 21 Eloquent per- 39 Cash advance
extende ours the last Tiling day — January 36 Tramcar con- SOﬂIS talent 40 Loosen
FlLlNG NOTlCE 16, 2024 from 2 pm to 5 pm. tents DOWN 22 Canmetal 41 Motion pic-
Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15 & 22, 2023 37 "— thesea- 1 Leaf 23 Indent key ture
f‘hfgdla:‘.’g% 9rf0 Cﬁ”%‘?:riy aTagggbse éifs? I‘i"gg son ..." 2 Skip 24 Gl entertain- 42 Folksinger
| Wi I : .
38 Poker ploy 3 Biography ers Guthrie
Rd., Angora from Tuesday, January 2, 2024, ) \ ,
throughgTuesday, Januar};/ 116, 2)(/)24, at 5 41 Fish propeller 4 Ballpark fig. 25 Tease 43 Saintly ring
p.m. for the offices of: LEIDING TOWNSHIP jg Epa; sotméis 2 I"_ﬁcylts 'E?al 26 COWE,OV'S jg ?l\r/iIdge "
A rotracte eato! sweetie y word!
1 Sﬁ’e‘iﬁf"fﬁgaﬁgfﬂ? rterm NOTICE OF FILINGS 46 Decorative 7 "Alley —" 27 Nemesis 47 Pallid
- . ) paper 8 Prepaid 28 Dandy guy
Filng Fee $200. oo 35058, s Penay | o o siockng 20 Newt
Please call the clerk to make an appointment January 16, 2024 at 5 p.m. for the offices of: 49 Santa's help- stuffers 31 Bakery pur-

to file your application, 218-780-7012. The © 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

clerk’s office will be also be open Jan. 16 from
1-5 p.m. for filing.

1 Supervisor: 3-year term
1 Clerk: 2-year term

Filing fee is $2.

Pat Chapman, Clerk, Field Township

File the Affidavit of Candidacy at Clerk’s
Office. Please call 218-355-0163 (cell) for the
clerk’s office hours.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15, 2023

Weekly SUDOKU

-

CryptOQuip \ Marie Milan, Town Clerk

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15 & 22, 2023

by Linda Thistle

Clue: X equals S
FUNERAL SERVICES 3] |6 7
GMKBMAJBVVZNVL GJOL AB 6 9 3
KVUTN TBGMAZUMX, U'W XZI Range Funeral Home
IBG’JL WJZQM AB XKZVL. 5 7 6 2
\ ©2023 King Features Synd., Inc /
:il"! ,‘ i 6 5 1
e S Lol M
CryptoQuote ) S
yP Virginia Hibbing 1(8 4 7
AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW 741-14.81 . . 263-3276
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used “Friends Helplng Friends” 2 7 6
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different. 3 6 1
AOJ RJHQMR AN FJ TNBJR UC Answers
B|A[N|J|OJMB|O|D|E|G|AMML|A[V|A[L{A[M|P 4 3 2
AOJ IYJQAJCA NV QTT QYYNIQMA A[L|O|UIDIMR|A|I|N|C|NJMO|N|E|L|I|N|E|R
LIO|O|S|E|F|I|T|T|I|N|GMP|1|N|E|C|O|N|E
KYJCZHKAUNMGC. LIEIN|T]ou|T M G|E[L|TlM 1 [c]K 719 |5 8
(A|N/NJL|U|M|B|E|R|J|A|C|K|S|O|N|G
— VYUJRYUXO MUJADCXOJ CIHIAlS Flo[r[alY E[L[L]E DIEN
\_ _ ) LILIVIE|AIMIOINIG E X0 WIE[O|W|N Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
2022 King Features Synd. Inc. A|TIEICIRIOIWEREIC|CIE [l [ INJA|F|UIN|K that each row across, each column down and each
MUDIROW|L|SIL|OIN|E|S|T|A|R|F|L|A|G .
solution sip(als/ v [ o/NBTAc|TH [snO small 9-box square contains all of the
[L|A|P|s|a[N|G]s[o[u[c|H|O[N|G numbers from one to nine.
OD|A|YIMA|T|TINIME|R|I|K E|Y|E|R|S
LIO|R|E|T|T|A|Y|O|UIN|GIES|A|R|AED|O|]
SELL D|R|E|S|D|E|N I[T|S|AJMN|E|T|S|I|T|E DlFFlCULTYTHlSWEEK "’
I P|AIN|T|S FIE|E L|O[N|D|O[N|F|0|G
A[D|A O|D| I [INEMT|E|A[M|O E|Y|R|E ]
t ClolsIElEVIERNV TR NGB NN E € Moderate € € Challenging
HERE PllIE|SIA|I|R]|S R|O|A|R|E|R|S ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
N|A[M[E|D|R[O|P M L|O|N|G|D|1|V|1]S]|I|O|N )
AlGIR[E|E[D|T|OMME|V|E|IN|E[DML|A|R|V|A © 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
M|E|S|S|R|C|O{MIMRI|E|R|UIN|SIMS|T|E|E|P
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

AAMEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
i Northern
Minnesota
| In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
o Trim

* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’'ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

HAY

COVER HAY FOR SALE- Small
squares, can deliver. Call 218-
780-8870. 1/12c

TREE SERVICE

TREE TIME TREE SERVICE-
Fell, cut, and haul. Free esti-
mates. Call anytime...it’s always
tree time for us! Dayle at 218-

994-9372. 1/12¢

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

ol

y n
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

& YAMAHA

1

AHONSON
BOAT WoRKS
LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

oV
Storage * Complete Service * Sales

C AN ase
EN

o e

Don't Miss a Single Issue

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 7153-2950
timherjay.com

Since 1926
L Handberg’s J
RS>

& GENERAL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage
= QYAMAHA AERCURY -
218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

WIS

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers1-6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
€Ly €@ Vedum €@ Difficut

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

CryptoQuote

answer

The demand to be loved is
the greatest of all arrogant
presumptions.

— Friedrich Nietzsche

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

CryptoQuip
answer
When you always get the
uncontrollable urge to
climb mountains, I'd say
you're drawn to scale.

Weekly SUDOKU

Answer

)

.. Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
| PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’((\WSTEI?

WALK-IN TUuB

1-833-966-3882

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Super CrOSSWOI'd LOVE OF SOLVING

ACROSS 49 Had to admit 98 Anticavity gp. 6 Liverpool 45 Do some 90 Ladd of
1 Picked a goof-up 99 Supreme or Leeds yard “Shane”
instrument 50 “Behold!,” to Norse god native maintenance 92 Shows
6 Type of small Caesar 101 “l love you,” 7 Horse bit 46 Poet's twilight lip-curling
grocery store 53 Totally to Luisa 8 Morse bit 47 Major battle contempt
12 Blobby light bummed out 103 Jane in an 9 Conundrum 48 Crude model 94 Holiday tree
source 55 Stuff in a sty 1847 novel 10 Of yore of a despised 95 “Orinoco
20 Viva voce 56 Avian hooters 104 Go bankrupt, 11 Trig measure person Flow” vocalist
21 Spoill, as 58 Texas say 12 Slice (off) 51 Choke up 97 Texter’s “I'm
“my parade” banner 108 Del.-to-Vit. 13 Zoo attraction 52 Give the OK shocked!”
22 Roast joke 61 Big twitch direction 14 Gondola city =~ 53 Strong desire 99 Carry to
23 Like baggy 63 Safari sight 110 Bakery treats 15 Smart — 54 Big mil. excess
clothes 65 Envoy’s asset 111 Snootiness (cocky sort) alliance 100 Spanish
25 Winter wreath 66 “There — 112 Noisy tigers 16 Guitar riffs 57 Dull, dark explorer
ormnament comparison” 116 Cite famous 17 Year, in bluish-gray Hernando
26 Gave away 67 Chinese people as Brazil 59 Decorative 101 Grew
temporarily black tea friends 18 Roughly half sewing case vigorously,
27 Money, with a smoky 120 Method for of all adults 60 Burlap bags old-style
informally flavor calculatinga 19 Beginningto 62 Most cunning 102 Former
29 Jagger of the 72 Anita of jazz quotient ... or mature? 64 — uncertain Disney exec
Stones 75 Env. notice what occurs 24 Amusement terms Michael
30 “Raggedy” 76 Estrada of TV eight times in 28 Frightful dino 68 Pricey liver 105 Sword types
doll 77 Ones staring this puzzle? 31 Chilling spread 106 Duck type
31 Monty Python 81 Best Actress 123 Accepted, as Chaney 69 Superhero 107 Mosaic
tune about a winner conditions 32 Strong desire creator Lee maker
logger for “The 124 Made flush 33 “Selena” 70 Ageys., e.g. 108 Autumn mo.
37 Addams Farmer’s 125 Maggot, e.g. actress, to 71 “Nifty!” 109 Manicurists
who created Daughter” 126 Sailor's dining her fans 72 Chum from file them
Morticia 84 Grammy place 34 Nonalcoholic way back 112 Divests (of)
40 Quick attack winner 127 Shows beer brand 73El— 113 Ireland, in
41 Cover girl Bareilles as an 35 Georgia city (treasure city) Ireland
Macpherson 87 “And how!” “encore” near Atlanta 74 Vying venues 114 Be a drifter
42 “— gratia” 88 German city 128 Clifflike 36 Ormamental 78 Uplift 115 See
("by the grace on the Elbe street tree 79 Whirlybird 89-Across
of God") 89 With 115- DOWN 37 Bivalve blade 116 “Rambo”
43 Dwell in the Down, “Piece 1 Tennis need mollusks 80 Drawn-out setting, briefly
company of of cakel” 2 Skin soother 38 Ask for moola battle 117 Era or eon
46 QOuter: Prefix 91 Web page 3 Lunch hour 39 Brand of skin 82 Six-pt. scores 118 “— Doubtfire”
47 “—the 93 Slacks 4 “Be right care and 83 Driver's 180 119 Fluffy lap
Night” (2007 94 Extra charge there” cosmetics 85 Year, to dog, for short
Joaguin 96 Pea-souper 5 Classic 40 Turkey, e.g. Caesar 121 Safari sight
Phoenix film) in England theater 44 Pleasant odor 86 Garnet, e.g. 122 Safari sight
1 2 13 |4 |5 6 |7 |8 |9 10 |11 12 |13 |14 |15 |16 [17 [18 |19
21 22
25
33 34 (35 |36

_ mgooswod — | 8]2[31]6[5[9(4]7
soiontmesmins. | 7|6 |1]2(4]9|3|8]5 B
s(olaf7]3]s[1]6]2] |
al7|6|5(9(3]|8[2|1| &
1|8|9(6|2(4a]|5|7|3| [
2(3|5(8|7|1|6|9|a| *
Find It 3(5(2(4(8|6]|7 (1|9 Mm—m —
Here 9|4(8|3[1]7]|2]|5|6] [= - .
753-2950 | |6(1(7]9(5(/2]|4|3|8| | 728
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CALM
Premium Last Minute COMFORTABLE
Hardwood v 4L . . ﬁ SOLUTIONS
Pellets /sg.50 | Holiday Gift Ideas
b GIFT CERTIFICATES! cosonramiroenrmcrets I
. AKITECHENS AR AR
Lo, PhonefFax: 218.666.5344 ’ B i & e oo [
£ "% Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Closed Wknds
CDDK%NF“ info@cookbuildingcenter.com V E R M I L I O N L U M B E R
HOME OF THE
AL % Tekautz Mechanical
Your Source For Roofing 302 Main St, Tower, MN wm) Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
« METAL ROOFING Repair & Install
: L ‘ « ARCHITECTURAL
VERBERNION SHINGLES Steve Tekautz

612-845-1625

Serving Cook,

Tower and Bryan (218) 269-1039 bgt th ggg gxpgr’ts h gl p P.O.Box 264

Ely Areas | Karl (612) 418-8953

Licensed ¢ Insured BC# 785662
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

Soudan, MN 55782

w i t h g O ur n th proj Qet (We accept credit cards) I.-"

Edwards & Son Ef}n
Maintenance L 0

Let Us Make Your Project Easier!

)%m?

~

LA !
{%m: Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs!
Mzo fg?ﬁfivégids Tower-Soudan Agency Hoover Rd, Virginia
Tower « MN 218-753-2101 741-7393
morganedwards809@gmail.com 415 Main St., Tower, MN 1613 E. Camp St., Ely
www.towersoudanagency.com 365-8888

24 Hour
EMPLOYMENT d%:%em Elgg:gfcnecv
LIFE + HOME + CAR + BUSINESS L4 TOII Free ®
1-800-862-8628

Lo T e
INFORMATION OFFICER I CABI N ETS for C H RI STMAS
Permanent, Full-Time ailaeieietets 5.0.0.0 000 ¢ 000 0o Ble s oo

This position will schedule, coordinate and plan spe- % L
cial events and tradeshows for the agency; Attend and W
provide support for commissioner at public events. . 40
Administer agency communication activities to assist
with the development, implementation and analysis
of agency communication programs to include com-
munity outreach and public engagement. Assist with
planning and implementation of agency’s strategic
plan and priorities including program evaluation and
program guidelines.

-
- § .'

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID: 71710

Application deadline: December 18, 2023

GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE! Full time positions
are eligible for low-cost medical and dental
insurance, employer-paid life insurance,
short- and long-term disability, pre-tax flexible
spending accounts, retirement plan, tax-deferred
compensation, sick leave, paid personal days.

Purrrfect
for all mewbers
of the family.

AA/EOE, Veteran Friendly

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 8 & 15, 2023

DEPARTMENT OF IRON RANGE
RESOURCES & REHABILITATION

Research Analyis Specialist
Permanent, Full-Time

As the Research Analyst for the Community
Development Division, the incumbent will have the
opportunity to use critical thinking skills to connect
small details with the big picture in their daily work
and for the public. The incumbent in this position ana-
lyzes and interprets data, tracks trends and studies
statistical and financial information to inform agency
decisions on growing and sustaining communities and
developing businesses in the Taconite Assistance
Area. Analyses will include a variety of data and infor-
mation to better understand the relationship between
local and macro-economic trends, labor and work-
force trends, emerging technologies and industries,

transportation, and other key factors. Additionally, the cee ¢
matic, Taustry. economic and demograpic tasearon BIG Enough to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You HOURS:
This position is located in Eveleth, MN with the eligibil- <@ FLOOR to CEILING 8-5:30 M-F
ity for a mixture of in office and telework. W o SHOWEDOM Find us on:
Learn more and apply online at gﬂ ?:;1“Eme:x“ D::Bh':éwirg;?i;mﬁt:ﬁlﬁr;: xR B facehook.
"Job ‘.’55%""58?{? — sl = floortoceiling.com/virginia

Application deadline: January 3, 2024

GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE! Full time positions
are eligible for low-cost medical and dental
insurance, employer-paid life insurance,
short- and long-term disability, pre-tax flexible

spending accounts, retirement plan, tax-deferred - - -
Fdsiesias | onling 28/7 at www.timberjay.com
[ ] [ ]
AA/EOE, Veteran Friendly

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 15, 22 & 29, 2023




