
ELY- The battle continues next 
week over the proposed reopening and 
expansion of the former Miners Lake 
RV Park and Campground. 

The new owners of the property, 
Dean and Lee Ann Peterson of AOK 
Outdoors, applied for a conditional use 
permit, or CUP, on Aug. 14 but faced stiff 
opposition in a Sept. 20 public hearing 
from dozens of residents in the neigh-
borhood. The couple withdrew their 
application before the continuation of the 
public hearing on Oct. 11, stating that 
they wished to redesign their proposal. 
The couple reapplied with the Planning 
and Zoning Commission on Oct. 19 and 
the required public hearing on the new 
application is now set for Wednesday, 
Nov. 15, at 5 p.m., before the Ely Board 
of Adjustment at Ely City Hall. 

The public hearing will also consid-
er a zoning variance request by AOK to 
allow an RV pad on the site of a now-re-
moved mobile home, intended only for 
the campground host. The site is within 
the 75-foot setback along the shoreline 
and the Petersons have requested a 
variance for a 60-foot setback instead.
History

The former Miners Lake RV Park 

OWENS TWP— Dorothy 
Easterday’s official property 
address is 9175 Derusha Rd. in 
Owens Township. But whether it 
is Derusha Rd. or not is a ques-
tion that has mired this small 
township outside of Cook in a 
longstanding battle that shows 
no sign of easing.

Easterday has been wres-

tling with township officials 
over the issue for several years, 
ever since her neighbor, Jerald 
Koenck, blocked half of the 
road beyond his driveway by 
installing a fence. Easterday tore 
out the fence, which prompted 
Koenck to call the sheriff. 
Deputies advised her to contact 
an attorney and when she did, 
he advised her to go to the town 
board for a resolution. 

But Easterday’s pleas to the 

town board to restore the usual 
road access she enjoyed for years 
apparently found little traction 
and the town board has treated 
the road past her neighbor’s as 
non-existent ever since.

That apparent decision 
ended the township’s previous 
willingness to maintain the road 
and pay St. Louis County to plow 
snow past Koenck’s driveway. 
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Public hearing set for 
Nov. 15 at Ely City Hall

See..ROAD ROW pg. 10

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ROAD ROW RANKLES OWENS

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

Winter park access to remain the same this year

TOWNSHIP POLITICS

High court hears arguments on Trump’s access to the ballot

Ely RV 
park battle 
continues

Resident upset over apparent decision to vacate road without public process
Above: Looking east 
from the corner of 
Dorothy Easterday’s 
driveway, the 
narrowing of the 
road from the junk 
car “fence” along 
the property line is 
evident compared to 
the fully maintained, 
full-width road in the 
background.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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ST. PAUL— A case heard 
last Thursday before the state 
Supreme Court is expected to 
decide whether former President 
Donald Trump is qualified to 
appear on primary ballots in 
Minnesota this March. And it 
appears that decision could well 
hinge on whether justices ulti-
mately agree that Trump engaged 

in or incited an insurrection.
The case is one of several 

currently before high courts 
in states across the country 

that seek to block Trump from 
appearing on presidential ballots 
under the 14th Amendment’s 
Section 3, which prohibits can-
didates from holding office who 
have previously sworn an oath of 
office and subsequently engaged 
in or gave comfort to rebellion or 
insurrection. 

Former Minnesota Secretary 
of State Joan Growe, former 
Supreme Court Justice Paul H. 
Anderson, and the national non-
profit Free Speech for People 
are suing current Secretary of 
State Steve Simon. They argue 
that Simon has the authority to 
disqualify Trump from the ballot 
for his involvement in the Jan. 
6, 2021 uprising during which 
thousands of Trump supporters 
stormed and damaged the U.S. 

Capitol building and injured 
more than 100 police officers in 
an effort to block the ratification 
of Joe Biden’s 2020 election 
victory over Trump. Simon, for 
his part, has maintained that any 
disqualification under the 14th 
Amendment should come from 
the courts. 

Justices seemed to recognize 
the fraught legal and political 
challenges posed by Growe’s 
lawsuit, and they peppered 

attorneys on all sides with ques-
tions in hopes of finding a path 
forward. Hudson noted that prior 
cases on ballot disqualification 
have offered no clear direc-
tion. “Doesn’t that suggest we 
use caution and some judicial 
restraint and maintain the status 
quo?” she asked.

Chief Justice Hudson noted 
the political ramifications of a 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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V O Y A G E U R S 
NATIONAL PARK- Winter 
users of frozen lake surfaces 
here won’t have to cope with 
a new set of rules this season, 
as implementation of a new 
Frozen Lake Surface Access 

and Use Plan proposed earlier 
this year by park officials 
won’t be ready to go until at 
least 2024.

The plan would restrict 
off-road vehicles, trucks, 
SUVs and other vehicles to 
two designated ice roads on 
Kabetogama and Rainy lakes, 
although such vehicles would 

be allowed to operate within 
300 feet of those roads. It 
also would place restrictions 
on placement and occupation 
of ice fishing shelters.

What is available now on 
the park’s dedicated webpage 
for the plan is analysis of all of 
the public comments received 
about the proposal, along with 

a second file with the com-
plete comments themselves.

The analys is  does 
not include verbal com-
ments made at public meet-
ings at Kabetogama and 
International Falls or a virtual 
meeting alternative. A total of 

photo by D. Colburn

See...ACCESS pg.9

Minnesota DNR challenges fed’s authority to limit access to frozen lakes
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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SHOP LOCAL

SHOP TIL YOU DROP

EMBARRASS- With 
the holiday season on 
its way, it is time to find 
items to fill the stockings. 
There are many items 
available at the Embar-
rass Nelimark for you at 
reasonable prices, created 
and crafted by commu-
nity artisans.  Old-time 
memories can be experi-
enced and captured from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. on two 
weekends, Nov. 9-11 and 
Dec. 7-9

The list is endless: 
hand-crafted figures, 
homemade soap and oils, 
small tree, mantle and 
entry decorations, sauna signs, re-
purposed and recycled items at-
tractively made new again, Finnish 
glassware, unique children’s books, 
gift books, t-shirts, hats and mittens, 
baseball caps, aprons, ironing board 
covers, throw pillows, long-lasting 

rag rugs, postcards from olden days, 
bird feeders, old marbles, games for 
kids, and local photographs of sites 
you love. 

If you’re not in the market 
for stocking stuffers or collect-
ibles, there will be an amazing se-
lection of freshly baked holiday 

goodies available to add 
to your taste enjoyment. 
Past year’s offerings have 
included fudge, tea rings, 
Christmas coffee cakes, 
potica loaf, cinnamon 
and braided rolls, wild fruit 
jams and jellies, variety of 
relishes, jars of home pro-
cessed dill and sweet pick-
les, including beet pickles, 
spicy salsas, rhubarb pre-
serves, cardamom biscuit 
(pulla) sprinkled with sug-
ar crystals and other ethnic 

breads, “limpu” rye bread, 
artisan breads, and other 
yummy delicacies. 

Come out early and en-
joy hot apple cider or coffee ‘an on 
the house and help ring the sleigh 
bells for the holiday season. It’s time 
to enjoy this wonderful time of the 
year.  

 

Nelimark Homestead Museum opens for 
Christmas shopping Nov. 9-11 and Dec. 7-9

JOIN US • SPA & BOUTIQUE

Saturday, November 18 • 10-4
615 Main St, Tower

Can’t make it? Call to schedule 
a consultation for a customized 
skin treatment.

Photorejuvenation
Photo-ready skin every day
The Stellar M22 Photorejuvenation 
treatment offers visible improvement 
for pigmentation, age/sun spots, 
broken capillaries and overall skin 
appearance.

Call: 218-343-9563 or email us:
harborviewspa@gmail.com

In-store Specials, Chances to Win 
FREE Medical SkinCare, Live Demonstrations

of our NEW IPL Laser Equipment

Ely’s State Theater hosts live UFC wrestling 
and tribute to Lee Greenwood this weekend

ELY – On Saturday, Nov. 11 at 9 p.m., attend-
ees can watch the live match between UFC Mixed 
Martial Arts light heavyweights Jiri Procshazka and 
Alex Perira.  A bonus match will feature heavyweight 
contenders Tom Aspinall and Sergei Pavlovich. That’s 
three hours of LIVE action for $25.

Does anyone remember “God Bless the USA?" 
On Sunday, Nov. 12 at 2 p.m., EHST is showing a 
one-time-only multi-artist concert celebrating the 
40-year career of Lee Greenwood. Attendees will 
see more than a dozen country stars paying tribute to 
Lee. Admission to this event is $15. Reservations are 
recommended and can be made by visiting elystatet-
heater.org online or stopping by the theater located at 
238 E. Sheridan St.

Highways 1 & 169 tree clearing starts Nov. 15
DULUTH – The Minnesota Department of 

Transportation will be starting tree clearing work on 
Highway 1/Highway 169 south of Tower on Nov. 15. 
Motorists should expect shoulder and lane closures in 
work areas. Clearing work is to prevent ice buildup 
due to trees shading the roadway. 

This work is in addition to completed pave-
ment resurfacing between the Pike River bridge and 
Highway 135. For more information, please visit the 
project website:   http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/proj-
ects/hwy1-hwy169/index.html

For more information on projects in northeast 
Minnesota, follow northeast MNDOT on Facebook at   
https://facebook.com/groups/MnDOTnortheast and 
Twitter at @mndotnortheast. For real-time traffic and 
travel information in Minnesota, visit www.511mn.
org. 

Cook Thrift Shop announces Christmas bazaar  
COOK - The Cook Area Health Care Auxiliary 

thrift shop will be holding its annual Christmas bazaar 
on Friday, Nov. 17, from 3 – 7 p.m., and on Saturday, 
Nov. 18, from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Cook Community 
Center. 

There will be crafts, baked goods, new/used 
quality items, basket raffles, seasonal decorations, and 
more. Volunteers are always needed. There will a be a 
sign-up sheet at the bazaar, or stop by the thrift shop 
to find out about volunteer opportunities and become 
part of the team.  

USMC Birthday Ball Nov. 10 at Valentinis
CHISHOLM - The ball will be held at Valentini’s 

in Chisholm Nov. 10 starting at 5:30 p.m. with social, 
dinner, and a program. This will be the 248th birthday 
of the Marine Corps which is a day full of tradition 
that only the “few and the proud” will fully under-
stand. Last year more than 60 Marines attended from 
21 to 94 years old. Tickets are $10 per person, reser-
vations are required. Email magnussonc@yahoo.com 
or leave a message at 218.969.7137.  Semper Fi!

VIRGINIA - Unit-
ed Way of Northeastern 
Minnesota (UWNEMN) 
is proud to organize a 
free training for Veterans, 
military, law enforce-
ment, medical staff, first 
responders, firefighters, 
corrections, dispatch, and 
those providing support 
and care for them in our 
region.

“The people who care 
for our communities work 
with trauma every single 
day, and it’s important 
to support them,” said 

UWNEMN Executive Di-
rector Erin Shay. “Health-
ier frontline workers mean 
healthier communities.”

Identical Unmasking 
Mental Health trainings 
will be held Jan. 16 and 
17, at Iron Trail Motors 
Event Center. The days 
have been scheduled this 
way so local departments 
can send multiple shifts 
of workers. The training 
is POST credit approved. 
Certificates of attendance, 
outline of objectives, and 
post-tests will be available 

to apply for local CEUs. 
UWNEMN has part-

nered with St. Paul-based 
Wellness That Fits to 
bring speakers that have 
lived experience support-
ing military, police, first 
responders, or health care 
workers through trauma 
and mental health as well 
as Veterans, retired law 
enforcement, and keynote 
speaker Dan Sundahl – an 
advanced care paramedic, 
pre-hospital educator, and 
retired firefighter. Sundahl 
is also an international-

ly recognized artist and 
writer who is passionate 
about reducing the stigma 
of PTSD for first respond-
ers and uses his art to raise 
awareness of occupational 
stress injuries worldwide. 
Sundahl’s artwork will 
be on display throughout 
both days of the training.

Learn more/register 
for Unmasking Mental 
Health at www.united-
waynemn.org/unmasking-
mentalhealth. 

CHISHOLM - The Minnesota 
Discovery Center (MDC), in part-
nership with the Chisholm Area 
Chamber of Commerce, announced 
that the Holiday Chamber Expo & 
Artisan Market will be held Nov. 18 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Min-
nesota Discovery Center and par-
ticipating locations in downtown 
Chisholm. Besides being a fun fami-
ly event, the Holiday Chamber Expo 
& Artisan Market aims to promote 
regional artisans and encourage 
people to shop locally this holiday 
season.

MDC Sales and Events Manag-
er, Alyssa Niemi said, “We are ex-
cited to welcome 30 plus vendors to 
the Discovery Center for this year’s 
market. Booths range from sewn 
items, canned goods, herbal reme-
dies, pottery, and more. The market 
is one of MDC’s most anticipated 
events of the year because it brings 
in people from across the Northland 
and features vendor’s handmade 
merchandise.”

Admission to the Artisan Mar-
ket at MDC requires a $5 donation 
to the MDC Education Program 
Fund and/or donating a non-perish-
able food item(s) in support of the 
Chisholm Food Shelf. Food items 
cannot be expired. MDC Discovery 
Pass Members get free admission to 
the Artisan Market. If you’re visit-
ing the Holiday Expo downtown 
Chisholm, there is no admission fee 
to the event.

Participating locations down-
town include, Casey Drug & Gifts, 

Cherry Greenhouse, Jim’s Sports 
Club Bar & Grill, Healthy Vibes, 
Tom & Jerry’s Bar, Keyboard Li-
quor, Mary’s Lake Street Floral, 
Rupp Furniture and Carpet, 30 West 
Fitness & Recreation, & Valentini’s 
Supper Club. Here’s what you’ll 
find: jewelry, home decor, products 
to pamper yourself, improve your 
health, and entertain in style.

“The chamber is proud to part-
ner with the Discovery Center and 
excited to welcome many new ven-
dors to this year’s expo in down-
town Chisholm," said Chisholm 
Chamber Executive Director Shan-
non Kishel-Roche. “Not only will 
visitors be able to shop several lo-
cal vendor booths, but they can also 
take full advantage of our wonderful 
retail businesses and their holiday 
offerings.” 

Event attendees will have an 
opportunity to grow their holiday 
shopping budget with a chance to 
win one of five $100 Chisholm Cash 
Prizes.  To be eligible to win, attend-
ees must visit all participating loca-
tions and collect stamps and turn in 
their completed stamp booklets at 
any participating location. Winners 
will be notified by the Chisholm 
Chamber shortly after the event.

Minnesota Discovery Center is 
located at 1005 Discovery Drive. 
MDC is now using the winter mu-
seum entrance located in the back 
parking lot (follow digital naviga-
tion signs in parking lot upon arriv-
al). 

There's something for shoppers young and old at 
Nelimark and don't forget to grab something for 
yourself too!

MDC and Chisholm Chamber welcome 
shoppers for Expo and Artisan Market

No online ordering necessary 
when everything you need 
can be found at the Holiday 
Chamber Expo and Artisan 
Market.

UWNEMN to hold mental health trainings Jan. 16 and 17
JUST FOR THE HEALTH OF IT 



REGIONAL– When Sen. 
Grant Hauschild convened a 
roundtable in Soudan last month 
to discuss challenges faced by 
rural ambulance services, he 
said one of his top goals would 
be to work with the governor’s 
office to create a statewide task 
force to address the issue.

That task force is now a re-
ality and two local lawmakers, 
Rep. Dave Lislegard (DFL – Au-
rora) and Sen. Grant Hauschild 
(DFL – Hermantown) have been 
appointed to serve on the Legis-
lature’s new Joint Task Force on 
Emergency Medical Services. 
The panel will be charged with 
examining new ways the Leg-

islature can strengthen the life-
saving services EMS personnel 
provide, including in rural areas 
where providers are facing a 
wide range of challenges.

“We never know when we 
may need to count on them, but 
when we do, paramedics, EMTs 
and first responders are ready to 
provide care to people at a mo-
ment’s notice,” said Rep. Lis-
legard. “As legislators, it’s our 
duty and responsibility to ensure 
these communities and local de-
partments have the funding and 
personnel necessary to keep 
people safe and cared for. But 
right now, especially in greater 
Minnesota, many departments 
that provide this essential ser-
vice are facing an uphill battle 
to remain in operation.” 

Sen. Hauschild echoed that 

view. “I have been hearing from 
constituents through my North-
land Strong initiative that EMS 
is a top concern in our rural 
communities on the Iron Range 
and in northern Minnesota,” 
Hauschild said. “Just two weeks 
ago, I held an EMS roundtable 
in Soudan where I listened to 
concerned residents who carried 
a sense of urgency around fix-
ing this issue. I’m happy to be 
named to this task force to pri-
oritize this issue statewide and 
bring solutions to the Legisla-
ture next session.”

At the roundtable in Sou-
dan, Hauschild noted that one 
of the greatest challenges for 
rural ambulance services is 
the federal reimbursement 
rates paid by Medicare and 
Medicaid, which cover only 

about a third of the actual 
costs of serving those patients. 
“I am not afraid to advocate at 
the federal level,” Hauschild 
said, “and have been working 
with Sens. Amy Klobuchar and 
Tina Smith. But I am also look-
ing at statewide solutions.”

“We will be working on a 
bill to fix the Medicare gap,” 
he said, “and we can look at op-
tions for taxing districts.” Haus-
child said his goal would be to 
enact some new funding sources 
that would be simpler to oversee 
and he talked about options for 
creating tax districts for ambu-
lance services, which could be 
either on a per capita or per par-
cel basis. 

Hauschild said he plans to 
keep in contact with ambulance 
and city leaders on this issue.

Minnesota has more than 
250 licensed ground ambu-
lance services, which in 2021 
responded to approximately 
540,000 emergency calls to 
911. A February 2022 report 
by the Office of the Legislative 
Auditor outlined a variety of 
concerns about the overall via-
bility of EMS providers and the 
persistent funding and staffing 
challenges they’ve faced in re-
cent years, particularly in great-
er Minnesota. The report also 
noted concerns related to the 
Emergency Medical Services 
Regulatory Board’s oversight 
capabilities and authority to set 
certain standards.

The new task force will 
convene its first meeting later 
this fall.

ELY- The Ely City Council 
continued its war on blight at its 
Nov. 7 meeting by approving 
the demolition of two derelict 
residential structures and de-
ciding to wait for a report on a 
third.

The city accepted bids on 
Oct. 19 from contractors for the 
demolition of the two-story res-
idence divided into apartments 
at 726 E. Camp St., and the sin-
gle-family home at 131 S. Cen-
tral Ave. “This has been on our 
docket for a couple of years,” 
said Harold Langowski, Ely’s 
clerk-treasurer.

Because of the outcome of 
the May U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in Tyler v. Hennepin 
County, governmental entities 
who confiscate tax-forfeited 
properties must return excess 
equity after settling a tax bill. 
Given the uncertainty over how 
much equity must be returned, 
the city is doubtful the money 
can be recovered for demolish-
ing the derelict properties.

“Because of the Supreme 
Court decision, the city is re-
sponsible for the cost of demoli-
tion,” said Langowski.

The city council accepted a 
bid from G-Men Environmental 
Services for $47,822. For each 
property, the contractor has 21 
calendar days after work begins 
to demolish structures and grade 
the site.

The third blighted prop-
erty is the home partly owned 
and formerly occupied by Ja-
son Gillson. County tax records 
show that Mark Herman of Ja-
cobson is listed as an owner 
along with Gillson.

Gillson allegedly set fire to 
the home at 45 E. Boundary St. 
during an incident on Sept. 13 
which resulted in multiple felo-
ny charges against him, as cov-
ered in the Sept. 15 issue of the 
Timberjay. He is currently out 
on bail and living in Jacobson.

The home was posted as 
unsafe to occupy on Sept. 14, 
with an exception for cleanup 
and repair activities between 
8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Gillson was served with 
a violation that the home was 
not safe to occupy on Oct. 3. 
Gillson and Vickie Herman of 
Jacobson were cited on Nov. 1 
by Ely’s building official, Doug 
Whitney, for blight and notified 
that unless the owners mitigated 
the unsafe conditions, a public 

hearing on the blight would be 
forthcoming.

Included in the Nov. 1 cita-
tion was the notification of the 
additional violation of install-
ing an “unlisted small single 
wall wood stove on a combus-
tible floor surface. Vented out 
through the broken-out kitchen 
window.” The stove was ob-
served to be “extremely rust-
ed” with a plastic gas can and 
a propane tank next to it on the 
stairs. Gillson was informed at 
the time of the citation that he 
had to remove the stove as soon 
as it was cool enough to move.

“The city just spent $47,882 
on two demolitions and you 
may be looking at a third,” 
said city attorney Kelly Klun. 
“Corrective action at this step 
is usually a public hearing, but 
we want another inspection by 
Doug (Whitney).”

Whitney added, “Access is 
an issue … The owner is not co-
operative.”

Klun mentioned that access-
ing the insides of the fire-dam-
aged home might require a 
search warrant. Fire Chief Da-
vid Marshall commented that 
the right to re-enter under the 
fire code might apply.

Langowski remarked, 

“We’re trying to get access next 
week … We’ve not seen any 
corrective actions.”

“No claims have been filed 
with insurance and no contrac-
tor has been hired. The property 
is just sitting there,” Whitney 
added.

The matter of 45 E. Bound-
ary St. will be on the agenda 
again at the next city council 
meeting.
Other business

In other business on Tues-
day, the city council:

 Heard the testimony in 
open forum of Frederica Mus-
grave, who said she could not 
find “any code of ethics, stan-
dards of conduct, or conflict of 
interest” statements or policies 
in the city’s code and other doc-
uments, and urged the city to 
adopt some that followed the 
guidelines and recommenda-
tions of the Minnesota League 
of Cities.

She expressed her distress 
over “the disturbing behavior” 
of the chair of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission toward the 
city council liaison to the com-
mission at the Oct. 19 meeting, 
where the chair allegedly chas-
tised the liaison, Angela Camp-

bell. Campbell confirmed that 
an exchange did happen and told 
the Timberjay that the chair’s 
words for her were “surprising, 
disappointing and uncalled for.”

The Oct. 19 meeting was 
not recorded on video or audio 
and the minutes do not reflect 
the exchange. The details are 
now lost to anything but eyewit-
ness memories. It was for this 
reason that Musgrave urged the 
council to record all of the city’s 
public meetings.

 Approved the recom-
mendation from the Heritage 
Preservation Commission to is-
sue a request for proposals for 
videography services for the 
video and oral histories project 
to collect stories in celebration 
of the 100-year anniversary of 
the Ely Memorial High School 
building.

 Approved the recom-
mendation of the Telecommuni-
cations Advisory Board (TAB) 
to purchase new equipment for 
$12,000 from Cablecast, fol-
lowing the successful demon-
stration of the equipment to 
TAB members Todd Crego and 
Mauro Caruso. The purchase 

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots 2,4 and 10 in Bear Ridge on 
Ash River CIC. Each lot comes with shared community 
septic, shared water from central pumphouse and elec-
tric. These utilities already ran to each site. Private docks 
on 155 ft of shared shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo 
near lake with grill and 1/10 share of all common areas.
 
Gheen-$249,000  3 BR, 3/4 BA, 1,512 sq ft cabin with 
covered front porch, in-floor hot water heat, A/C and 
attached 1 car garage/bunk room on 40 acres surrounded 
by thousands of acres of public land. MLS#145680

Crane Lake-$275,000  20-acre boat-access Crane Lake 
Property. 6 BR, 3 BA home has new septic and drilled 
well, water heater, gas forced air furnace and new metal 
roof. Deeded access across federal land from your pri-
vate dock to the property. 200 amp electric. MLS#144617

Buyck-$59,500  14.9 acres on the Niles Bay Forest Rd, 
with views of Lake Vermilion and a driveway and gravel 
pit. MLS#144570

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING  Excellent opportunity for a 
Hunter’s Retreat or Handyman Special! This 
property in Angora has lots of potential with a 
cozy  2 BR, 1 BA home, 77 acres and a creek 
running through it. $165,000  MLS#146000

WINTON  2 BR, 2 BA home sits on a large lot 
within easy walking distance of Fall Lake and a 
public landing. Main floor has living areas and 
BA, upstairs has BRs and 3/4 BA, unfinished 
basement. Several outbuildings, garage, city 
sewer and water. $125,000 MLS# 145968

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

PUBLIC SAFETY

CITY OF ELY

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

 THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                            November 10, 2023   3

See  ELY...pg. 5

Task force created to address rural ambulance needs

Cost is over $47,000 to demolish blighted properties



RV park proposal 
is a poor fit for the 
neighborhood

An RV Park is a com-
mecial business, usually lo-
cated in a rural area, not in 
a residential neighborhood. 
I had high hopes after hear-
ing the neighbors’ concerns 
at the Sept. 20 meeting and 
the withdrawal of the previ-
ous CUP application on Oct. 
11 that the applicant would 
come back with a new plan, 
greatly reduced in size and 
scope. Unfortunately, that did 
not happen. 

The Spaulding/Trezo-
na area was long a stepsister 
to the rest of Ely, located as 
it was on the northside of 
the mining area, it has since 
become a Cinderella story, 
with many new homes as it 
became Ely’s most desired 
neighborhood. 

The first issue with siting 
an expanded campground on 
Pioneer Road is the road it-
self and the traffic it carries.  
While the City Clerk, Harold 
Langowski has stated that Pi-
oneer Road is already one of 
the most traveled streets in 
the city, he also admits that 
the city has no data on that, 
but speculated that the Grand 
Ely Lodge (GEL) was the 
source of increased traffic. I 
disagree. Use your favorite 
mapping program on your 
phone, enter any address in 
Ely not in the Spaulding/
Trezona neighborhood and 
ask it to route you to or from 
the GEL. Any address. It will 
never send you through the 
east end of the Pioneer Road 
to get to the GEL. It will send 
you by the shortest route pos-
sible to Central Ave and then 
onto the GEL.

So why do residents of 
the neighborhood say traffic 
has increased so much over 
the last ten years? The answer 
is two-fold. First there has 
been a great increase in the 
number of residences, both 
summer and year-round to 
the northeast of Ely. Along 

the Echo Trail, Cloquet Line, 
Passi Rd., and beyond. These 
folks used to swing into town 
on Sheridan Street and then to 
the west along Hwy. 169 or to 
the south on Hwy. 21. Then, 
the move of an expanded 
Zup’s and two liquor stores to 
the east end of Sheridan has 
increased traffic congestion 
as you enter town from the 
east. Who can blame these 
folks from taking a short-
cut (coming and going) to 
the west end of town via the 
Pioneer Road? But Pioneer 
Road is not a throughfare, it 
was not designed to be. It is 
a minor road intended only 
for local traffic. This plan to 
put a commercial business, 
a campground, would add 
some of the largest vehicles 
permitted on any road, many 
towing boats, a car or a trailer 
full of ATVs right down our 
winding Pioneer road. 

The second issue with 
the campground is the capac-
ity of the city sewer to han-
dle the increased waste. The 
system in the neighborhood 
is old, hasn’t been upgraded 
in over a generation and has 
a history of overflows. What 
happens on a Sunday when 
a number of large RVs with 
a week’s worth of gray and 
blackwater (often as large as 
60 gallons in a single tank) all 
want to dump their tanks be-
fore heading back home?  A 
conditional use permit could 
potentially mean the need to 
upgrade the sanitary sewer or 
result in a costly service or 
maintenance situation. 

A third issue is that the 
RV park would impair the 
use and enjoyment of the 
neighbors, impact the envi-
ronment and potentially re-
duce property values. This 
clearly is the reason that RV 
parks and campgrounds are 
normally situated in rural ar-
eas. No other neighborhood 
in Ely has experienced the 
increased property values 
and new building permits as 
seen in this neighborhood. 
Vacationers in a campground 
consider having a campfire a 

necessary part of the camp-
ing experience. So important 
that Ely outfitters report that 
a campfire ban will result 
in cancellations. Forty-five 
campsites, with fire rings and 
wood for sale at the camp 
store. Who could resist? 
Which way will the wind 
blow?  Should I have to close 
my windows on a summer’s 
eve due to the smoke? 

Do you ever wonder why 
RV Parks have 50 amp elec-
tric service? Air conditioners! 
And not just one, many larg-
er RVs have two and even 
three air conditioners. On a 
hot summer night we could 
be listening to 50 or more, 
air conditioners cycling on 
and off. We don’t have air 
conditioning in our home, we 
open the windows on summer 
nights, but if the RV’s AC is 
loud do we have to close our 
windows and go out and buy 
an air conditioner?

It is abundantly clear that 
a 45-site campground does 
not belong in the Spaulding/
Trezona neighborhood. No 
one, whether they just bought 
a home or has lived their en-
tire life here ever envisioned 
a campground of this size and 
scale next door.  Wouldn’t 
you laugh out the door if any-
one suggested that Whiteside 
Park be made into an RV 
park/campground and claim-
ing it would be a great thing 
for Ely?  Unfortunately, those 
of us living in this neighbor-
hood aren’t in a position to 
laugh about it. Our very en-
joyment of our homes and the 
values of our properties are at 
risk.

Thomas Benson
Ely

An important sub-
ject has been on my mind 
for days. It’s about the 
innate fears we carry of 
people we see as “differ-
ent” from us— strangers, 
“outsiders”, people who 
look, sound, or think 
in ways we don’t un-
derstand, or just don’t 
like. It could be their 
color or religion, 
their last name, what 
they wear, who they 
vote for, or who they 
love. Whatever sets 
us off, our tendency 
is to avoid them, to 
defend our comfort 
zone. And we find 

ways to let them know 
they don’t belong. 

I wonder sometimes 
where our fear, our need 
for “othering,” comes 
from. When did attitudes 
of judgment and exclu-

sion first 
get plant-
ed? What 
lets them 
continue to 
grow until 
they are so 
much a part 
of us that 
we don’t 
q u e s t i o n 
why we 
think and 

feel the way we do about 
others or if they make any 
sense in today’s world? 

The long and painful 
conflict between Israe-
lis and Palestinians is an 
example of how fear and 
hatred take seed inside 
us and continue to grow 
out of control, leading to 
unimaginable destruction 
and suffering. Our own 
history of entrenched fear, 
mistrust, and disrespect 
between people of differ-
ent ethnic and racial back-
grounds seems almost im-
possible to move beyond. 
Our lack of understanding 
and acceptance has gone 

on for so long and runs so 
deep that it has become 
for some, “just who we 
are.”  These are just two 
examples of how far our 
fears can take us down 
the road of shouting down 
any and all efforts to un-
derstand and accept those 
we label as “different.” 

An environment of 
fear and loathing can de-
velop without our even 
being aware—infecting 
our schools, workplaces, 
and our homes. Our com-
munities suffer because of 
it. We had a recent expe-
rience with this happening 
right here in our mostly 

quiet town of Cook.
The local hospi-

tal announced a public 
presentation they were 
sponsoring on the issues 
of “diversity, equity and 
inclusion,” DEI for short. 
The speaker was Ellie 
Krug, an accomplished 
writer, a practicing attor-
ney of thirty years, and 
a respected educator and 
trainer in this field. With 
her professional creden-
tials and personal experi-
ence with issues related to 
discrimination and exclu-
sion, the event sounded 
like a rare opportunity to 
learn more on an import-

ant topic of the day. And 
how often do we have a 
person with her experi-
ence available to speak so 
close to home? Reviews of 
her work highlighted her 
sensitivity, ability to field 
difficult questions and fa-
cilitate safe and open dia-
logue. I looked forward to 
an interesting evening out 
with other members of my 
community. 

As it turned out, 
Krug’s presentation was 
unexpectedly canceled. 
Sadly, I heard that she’d 
received threatening mes-
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 Editorial

American men need more 
positive role models in society

America has a problem 
with violence committed by 
men. That’s indisputable, as the 
front and back pages of news-
papers and the nightly news 
broadcasts across the country 
attest every single day. 

Just this past week, we had 
two stories in the Timberjay of 
local males now in custody due 
to horrific outbursts of violence 
against those closest to them. 
The week before, we reported 
on the death of a Tower wom-
an due to the apparent reckless 
actions of another male. Just 
weeks before, we had the story 
of an Ely man who went hay-
wire in a domestic incident and 
ended up in a high-speed chase 
with police before being appre-
hended while fleeing across a 
field. 

While men have always 
been predisposed to violence, 
due in part to the higher levels 
of testosterone, it is clear that 
the level of violent, reckless, 
and inappropriate behavior 
committed by men in Ameri-
ca is off the charts, especially 
compared to other societies. 
The easy accessibility of guns 
in the U.S. is one factor, but it is 
far from the only one. It’s worth 
noting that most of our recent 
local incidents of male violence 
did not involved a firearm. 

To be clear, we’re not 
talking about most men, the 
majority of whom are well 
adjusted and important to the 
functioning of our society. But 
the problems that present them-
selves every day, and the results 
of many recent surveys, point 
to a systemic breakdown that 
has changed our understanding 
of what it means to be a man 
in modern America. A number 
of recent studies have shown 
that American males from the 
teenage years to middle-age 
particularly, report feeling in-
creasingly isolated in their per-
sonal lives and fully 40 percent 
exhibit symptoms of depres-
sion, while nearly half reported 
recent suicidal thoughts. Many 
seem to have little direction in 
life or goals for which they’re 
willing to focus and work hard 
to achieve. What they lack in 
personal connection with oth-
ers, they compensate for with 
frequent exposure to online 
sources of “community,” which 
too often spread racist, misog-
ynistic, and violent messages 
under the supposed rubric of 
“men’s rights.” They are told 
that real men are supposed to 
dominate female partners, use 
violence to resolve conflict, and 
never show compassion or ex-
press vulnerability. Such mes-
sages are not only harmful to 
others and society at large, they 
are harmful to the men who fall 
prey to such twisted teachings.

What many of these sourc-
es preach most of all is that 
men are the real victims in 
society, which some interpret 
to mean that men don’t need 
to take responsibility for their 
own actions. Instead, they can 
blame their shiftlessness, their 
addictions, their poor deci-
sion-making, and their violence 
on other factors, like feminists 
or “woke” policies that they 
believe put men, particularly 
white men, at a disadvantage. 
They’re told that returning 
white males to their former 
positions of primacy in Amer-
ican society is their birthright 
and that anyone who stands 
for equal opportunity is an im-
pediment to their cause.  It’s 
a message that has turned far 
too many men to back groups 
like the Proud Boys and politi-
cians like Donald Trump, who 
regularly use violent and abu-
sive language in promoting an 
authoritarian model of society, 
dominated by white males. 

It isn’t just white males, of 
course. Rap culture, which is 
dominated by African-Amer-
icans, often preaches similar 
messages of violence and male 
domination of others. 

It’s tragic for everyone 
involved and it’s warping our 
society. A recent survey found 
that more American men found 
Andrew Tate, a narcissistic 
influencer who has trafficked 
hundreds of young women 
into sex work to enrich him-
self, a better role model for a 
male than President Joe Biden. 
Whatever one might think of 
Biden’s political views, he has 
always been a devoted family 
man. That used to be a descrip-
tor that held weight in America, 
but apparently that’s no longer 
the case. 

Such negative influences 
obscure the fact that there have 
long been positive and healthy 
ways for men to express their 
natures. They can take on roles 
as protectors, rather than abus-
ers, as caregivers rather than 
simply disciplinarians. Mr. 
Rogers, who famously taught 
young people to harness their 
positive values, was more of 
a man than Andrew Tate will 
ever be. Kindness takes more 
strength of character than cru-
elty. 

We need new and better 
influences in society that de-
fine what it is to be a man in 
more positive ways. We need to 
demonstrate that there is value 
and meaning in caring for oth-
ers, not just yourself, and that 
the truest expression of “being 
a man” comes from helping, 
not hurting, others. Only then 
can we begin to address the vi-
olent and reckless behavior of 
too many American men. 

Men and violence
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Letters from Readers

sages prior to her arriv-
al that undermined her 
sense of security coming 
to Cook. My hunch is that 
a minority of our resi-
dents held negative as-
sumptions and judgments 
about her and what would 
be discussed. They feared 
the impact her story and 
insights might have on 
us. They thwarted a rare 
and valuable evening 
together with someone 
they deemed “different,” 
a threat to their beliefs or 
way of life and therefore, 
took it upon themselves 
to see that her talk got 
cancelled. And they suc-
ceeded—denying the rest 
of us the opportunity to 
engage in an educational 
event sponsored by our 
hospital. 

With all the strife in 
the world, I’m always 
looking for what strate-
gies we can find to help 
us get along better. The 
need has never been more 
important than now with 

eight billion of us teeming 
around the planet, trying 
to function well enough 
together to get necessary 
things done. First step 
in this endeavor might 
begin with facing our 
own fears. Especially the 
deepest ones that shape 
the way we feel, think, 
and behave— in essence, 
the ones that run our lives 
and may becoming some-
thing irrelevant or border-
ing on irrational. Anytime 
I’ve looked more closely 
at my own fears it has 
most often proven very 
worthwhile. 

Another valuable ex-
perience is sitting down 
with people we normally 
wouldn’t, maybe because 
folks we’d never had the 
opportunity or inclina-
tion to get to know, may-
be because they seemed 
too strange, or came 
from “over there,” or ap-
proaching them just felt 
too scary. I’m recalling a 
book title from my past, 

“Feel the Fear and Do It 
Anyway.” Good advice. 

It’s a valuable chance 
to start to imagine another 
person’s lived reality. Re-
member that old saying, 
“Try walking in another 
man’s shoes.” It works. 
The power of imagina-
tion can open the door to 
developing empathy, the 
ability to identify with 
another person’s expe-
rience and discover the 
many things we have in 
common. Surprise! Once 
we go exploring, we re-
alize that our common-
alities far outweigh our 
differences. We finally 
have a chance to let go of 
our fears. We might even 
make a new friend. 

Ellie Krug was offer-
ing her time to draw us 
into some new territory. 
That was probably at the 
heart of the great upset 
over her presentation. 
She was inviting us to get 
a glimpse of the world 
from her vantage point 

and hear her story includ-
ing many things she has 
learned in the course of 
her life and work. What a 
missed opportunity! 

But we humans make 
lots of mistakes and for 
many people it’s the best 
way to learn something 
new, and different. I just 
know that I’ll be really 
disappointed if we let this 
happen again— allow-
ing a handful of anxious 
and fearful people decide 
the course for the rest 
of us. I understand now 
the meaning of “cancel 
culture” and the harm it 
can do. I think I just wit-
nessed it. 

After this incident, 
it’s clear. We’ve got some 
serious work to do to re-
claim the image we wish 
to display in the colorful 
flags that line our main 
street, proclaiming Cook 
as a welcoming place to 
live, work and play. And 
live up to it.

 
  

 THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                           November 10, 2023   5

An open letter to 
fellow citizens of 
Ely

We are a group of 
concerned neighborhood 
folk, of diverse natures 
and backgrounds, who 
have been brought togeth-
er by a common and just 
cause.  We are unified by 
our mutual conviction 
that allowing a commer-
cial, outsized RV park to 
be developed within the 
boundaries of our residen-
tial neighborhood is nei-
ther a sound nor practical 
idea.  We feel our way of 
life is being threatened by 
special interests who only 
seek profit at our expense, 
be it financial, practical, or 
emotional.

Not to minimize the 
negative impact a proj-

ect such as this would 
have on Miners Lake, the 
Trezona trail, and local 
wildlife, we are afraid of 
its neutralizing effect on 
our homes and families, 
our sense of security, our 
quality of life, and our 
feeling of tranquility.  We 
have many valid concerns 
and issues with the pro-
posed RV park on Pioneer 
Rd.  Just to name a few, 
we worry about increased 
traffic, objectionable 
noise and light pollution, 
local air pollution when 
40 or more campfires are 
burning on a calm sum-
mer evening, and overall 
neighborhood security.   
We are troubled that the 
existing neighborhood 
water and sewer systems 
will not meet the new de-
mands on it imposed by 
this project.  We also feel 

that impact studies on the 
effects of this project will 
have on Miners Lake have 
been side stepped.  We feel 
that there are questions 
still persistent on how this 
project will affect proper-
ty values and tax valua-
tions.  The list goes on and 
all have been presented to 
Ely before.

We’re not folk who 
want it all. We are regular 
folk seeking to protect that 
which we have worked 
hard to build.  We ask all to 
consider your reaction, if 
after having worked hard 
to attain a way of life, or 
even if you’re just begin-
ning that struggle, would 
you not resist any effort 
made to take that away?  
This is the driving force 
behind our resistance to 
the RV park proposed for 
Pioneer Rd.

 We are not saying 
Ely does not warrant or 
deserve a RV park; it 
does.  We adamantly ar-
gue it does not belong in 
an established residential 
neighborhood—especial-
ly when there is a readily 
available alternative in the 
existing RV park for sale 
on the east end of Camp 
St.

The advantages to 
this alternative location 
are many.  It is essentially 
a turnkey operation con-
taining 23 RV sites with 
supporting infrastructure 
already in place and room 
for another 50 sites.  There 
is an additional option on 
12 acres for future devel-
opment available.  There 
are no zoning or variance 
issues.  The alternative 
location has easier user 
access.  It is closer to the 

Ely commercial district.  
It does not negatively im-
pact a residential neigh-
borhood, Miner’s Lake, or 
the Trezona Trail.

We further believe 
that, related to proposed 
RV park on Pioneer Rd.,  
there are factions within 
the city of Ely working 
hand-in-hand with the de-
veloper who are not sup-
portive of the folk who 
live and pay taxes here.

We are not an anti-
commercial development 
group.  We do say a large 
RV park is not proper or 
sensible if the intent is for 
it to be placed with in a 
residential neighborhood.

Joe Prioreschi
Chair, Trezona 
Citizens Group

Your letters
The Timberjay en-

courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300 
words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

would provide new cam-
eras and associated gear 
for Ely’s TV channel 
available through Mid-
co. “(The equipment) is a 
third of what we thought it 
would cost. It is necessary 
to switch to high defini-
tion (TV),” commented 
Langowski.

 Received the report 
from library director Ra-
chel Heinrich regarding 
library hours, prepared for 
both the library board and 
city council in response 
to a letter to an editor re-
garding the library’s hours 
and other issues. Heinrich 
reported that out of the 
29 libraries in the Arrow-
head region, Ely’s library 
was open 47.5 hours ev-
ery week. “There are only 
three other libraries who 
run more hours than that, 
regardless of the size of 

their staff,” Heinrich com-
mented.

 Approved a rec-
ommendation from Em-
ployee Relations to hire 
both Scott Kochendorfer 
and Janet Dunnom to be 
trained to fill in for the 
police department admin-
istrative assistant on an 
as-needed basis. 

 Received a 
communication from 
Ely-Bloomenson Com-
munity Hospital that the 
annual meeting of the Ely 
Health and Hospital Foun-
dation will be on Monday, 
Dec. 4, at 7 p.m.

 Approved claims 
for payment by the city 
and Ely Utilities Com-
mission for Nov. 7 for 
$682,373.

 Approved a Sunday 
liquor license for Kwazy 
Wabbit at 11 N. Central 

Ave.
 Approved an ap-

plication by the Ely Ig-
loo Snowmobile Club to 
conduct lawful charitable 
gambling at the Kwazy 
Wabbit bar. 

 Approved the nom-
ination of city council 
member Paul Kess for an-
other term on the Range 
Association of Municipal-
ities and School Board of 
Directors.

 Approved a tem-
porary liquor license for 
the Ely Folk School, for 
their annual winter beach 
party on Dec. 5 at Semer’s 
Beach.

 Approved the ap-
plication by the Knights 
of Columbus Council 
3238 to conduct bingo 
games at St. Andrew’s 
Catholic Church on Nov. 
19 and Dec. 17. 

 Approved Resolu-
tion 2023-029, which au-
thorizes the city of Ely to 
apply for and accept funds 
from the Iron Range Re-
sources and Rehabilitation 
Board’s fiscal year 2023 
Development Infrastruc-
ture Grant Program and 
Community Infrastructure 
Fund Program.

Approved the fol-
lowing recommendations 
from the Ely Utilities 
Commission (EUC):

 To accept the en-
gineering proposal from 
AE2S for professional 
services at the water treat-
ment plant estimated at 
$33,000 to be paid by the 
hour. 

 To allow operators 
and commissioners to at-
tend the Wastewater Op-
erations and Collection 
Facilities Conference on 

Nov. 28-30, in Brooklyn 
Park.

 To purchase a reg-
ular-cab three-quarter ton 
Ford pick-up from Lund-
gren’s for $46,652 for the 
electric department.

 To write off old, 
uncollectable utility ac-
counts.

 To pay EUC Sep-
tember bills of $347,225.

 To pay Anthony 
Gornik $175 for consult-
ing services.

 To pay AE2S 
$14,167 for the wastewa-
ter treatment facility im-
provements project.

 To move forward 
with AMPTEK flow me-
ter wiring installation at 
the wastewater treatment 
plant for $5,585. 

REGIONAL— Min-
nesota’s U.S. Sens. Amy 
Klobuchar and Tina 
Smith, along with Sen. 
Ted Budd, a North Caro-
lina Republican recently 
introduced legislation to 
support volunteer drivers.  
This bill is a companion 
to the U.S. House bill, 
H.R. 3032, introduced 
last spring by Minnesota 
Reps. Pete Stauber and 
Angie Craig to make it 
easier for volunteer driv-
ers to provide millions of 
rides and home-delivered 
meals.

This bill would help 
eliminate the federal tax 
penalty, created after a 

2017 change in federal 
law, that meant that vol-
unteer driver mileage 
reimbursement income 
above $600 was taxed 
like regular employment 
income.

The Volunteer Driv-
er Tax Appreciation Act 
of 2023 (S. 3020) would 
raise the amount of mile-
age reimbursement that 
volunteers can claim as 
exempt from federal tax-
es from 14 cents per mile 
to 65.5 cents per mile to 
match the current busi-
ness rate. 

“We are grateful to 
Sens. Klobuchar, Budd 
and Smith for recogniz-
ing the critical role vol-
unteer drivers play,” says 
Beverly Sidlo-Tolliver, 

transportation coordina-
tor with the Arrowhead 
Regional Development 
Commission and co-chair 
of the Volunteer Driver 
Coalition. “This bill is a 
simple but powerful way 
to ensure people in our 
communities have better 
access to transportation, 
meals and healthcare.” 

In Minnesota alone, 
volunteers provide an 
estimated 168,000 rides 
for older adults and 
non-drivers each year, 
covering more than 9.5 
million miles. Organi-
zations with volunteer 
driver programs are chal-
lenged to recruit and re-
tain volunteers due to 
rising insurance rates 
and tax requirements. 

Increasing the charitable 
mileage reimbursement 
rate will more accurately 
reflect the actual costs of 
driving a personal vehi-
cle for charitable purpos-
es and keep more volun-
teer drivers on the road.

“Volunteer drivers 
are vital to rural commu-
nities across our state, 
helping seniors, people 
with disabilities, Veter-
ans, and others access ne-
cessities like meals and 
health care,” said Klo-
buchar. “By increasing 
the charitable mileage 
tax deduction rate, this 
legislation will help re-
duce the financial burden 
on volunteer drivers and 
ensure they can continue 
to serve their communi-

ties.”
After the 2017 

change in the law, the Ar-
rowhead Transit’s volun-
teer driver program lost 
about two-thirds of its 
volunteer drivers, from a 
high of 300 to a current 
group of 103. The driv-
ers work for a nonprofit 
program that transports 
rural seniors to and from 
non-emergency medi-
cal appointments at no 
charge.

Advocates assert 
that, beyond alleviating 
the tax burden on volun-
teer drivers, the bill car-
ries wider ramifications 
for the community at 
large. By making it eas-
ier for individuals to step 
forward and assist their 

neighbors, it has the po-
tential to keep residents 
in their homes, reducing 
the necessity for costly 
assisted living facilities 
or the necessity of mov-
ing to an urban area with 
better transportation op-
tions.

For more informa-
tion on the Arrowhead 
Transit programs, or to 
learn how to become a 
volunteer driver, contact 
Dominick Olivanti at 
218-735-6815 or email 
dominick.olivanti@aeoa.
org. More information 
on Arrowhead Transit 
and their services are 
available at  www.arrow-
headtransit.com. 

Bipartisan support for volunteer drivers gains momentum in Congress
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor



TOWER- The day after Halloween, 
students at Vermilion Country School 
celebrated Day of the Dead.

The annual Mexican celebration, 
Día de Muertos (Day of the Dead), is a 
time when families gather to honor and 
remember deceased loved ones. It is 
believed that the souls of the dead return 
to visit the living families in homes, busi-
nesses, and cemeteries. It is celebrated on 
Nov. 1 and 2.

Cooking class students prepared a 
traditional Mexican meal of tamales, 
mole negro, pozole, Spanish rice, tres leches cake, and Mexican 
hot chocolate. Other activities included face tattoos, decorating 
sugar skulls, and creating flowers for the altar.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Nov. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Week of Nov. 13

COMMUNITY NEWS

TSHS weekly winner
The Week 15 Winner 

of the Charlemagne’s 52 
Club $100 cash prize is 
Colton Larson of Scotts-
dale, Ari.  

History Tidbit: 
Steam Fire Engine “James 
Tippet” was coal or wood 
fired and operated at 50-90 
psi steam pressure using 
a double cylinder vertical 
engine and pump design 
made of gun metal which 
was considered state of the 
art in its time. It was deliv-
ered in 1892 and contin-
uously served Tower and 
surrounding areas until 
the installation of the city 
water system in 1928. Tip-
pet weighs around 8,000 
pounds and was pulled by 
a team of two horses which 
were hired on-call along 
with a teamster driver from 
a local livery stable. 

On arrival at the fire, 
the teamster would lead 
the horses away while the 
engineer would tend the 
engine and pump and a 
stoker would shovel coal 
into the furnace of the boil-
er. A 30,000 gallon cistern 
was dug under the fire hall 
to supply the water which 
was sourced from the East 
Two River.

THE START OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON

TIME FOR THANKS

Lunch Bunch to meet on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14

TOWER-  The Lunch 
Bunch will meet on Tues-
day, Nov. 14 at 12:30 p.m. at 
Benchwarmers in Tower. Please 
RSVP to Kathy at 218-753-
2530. Anyone that would like to 
join us are welcome to attend.

Little Church 
Thanksgiving/Christmas 
Service on Nov. 19

VERMILION LAKE TWP- 
The Little Church will be hold-
ing a Thanksgiving/Christmas 
Service on Sunday, Nov. 19 at 4 
p.m. A potluck meal will follow.

The church always wel-

comes anyone and are looking 
for people interested in keeping 
The Little Church preserved and 
maintained in our community.  
The church hosts a men’s group 
that meets every Thursday at 9 
a.m. for coffee and conversa-
tion. All are welcome.  

The Little Church is locat-
ed in Vermilion Lake Townshp 
on Co. Rd. 26/Wahlsten Rd. 
Any questions please contact 
Len Hujanen at 218-749-2014 
(leave a message).

Tower’s Small Business 
Saturday set for Nov. 25

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Lake Vermilion Events 
Board is hosting their first annu-

al Small Business Saturday on 
Nov. 25 in Tower. Small Busi-
ness Saturday is a nationwide 
event, occurring every year on 
the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing, to promote shoppers buying 
local for their holiday celebra-
tions. The events board would 
like to help make this a classic 
Main Street event to bring the 
community together and show 
holiday shoppers all the great 
gift ideas available right here on 
Main Street.

Santa Claus will be making 
a visit (times TBA), there will 
be a 50/50 raffle, over $200 of 
other raffle prizes featuring gift 
certificates from local business-
es, a community get-together 

space, and the Tower Farmers 
Winter Market will be setting up 
shop at the Pike River Products 
building.

For more information, con-
tact Amber Zak at ambermzak@
gmail.com.

Vendors needed for 
Tower Holiday Craft Sale 
on Dec. 2

TOWER- Now is the time 
to make plans for this year’s 
Holiday Craft Show on Sat-
urday, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. at the Lamppa Civic Cen-
ter. Tables are available for $25 
in advance. The Tower-Soudan 
Civic Club will be selling cof-

fee and scones in the morning, 
and then chili, chilidogs, hot 
dogs, chips, cookies and water 
for lunch. This annual holiday 
shopping event is sponsored by 
the Friends of Vermilion Coun-
try School.

Tower-Soudan Joint 
Powers Recreation 
Board to meet Nov. 14

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Joint Powers Recreation 
Board will meet on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14 at 8:30 a.m. at Good Ol’ 
Days. Funding request should 
be sent to Tower City Hall, in 
writing, prior to the meeting.

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

St. Paul’s to host a community Thanksgiving dinner
SOUDAN- St. Paul’s Lu-

theran Church in Soudan will 
be hosting a free community 
Thanksgiving dinner on Thurs-
day, Nov. 23 from 2 – 6 p.m. 
The congregation is taking over 

the tradition started by the Nel-
son-Jackson Legion Post, and 
then continued by St. James 
Presbyterian.

The meal will be catered 
by Chef Chris Glazer, with help 

from Vermilion Country School 
students. RSVPs are appreciated 
by calling Joan or Greg at 218-
753-3047 (leave a message).

Take-outs will also be avail-
able. The meal is being spon-

sored by the church, but dona-
tions can be made to the Tower 
Area Food Shelf.

All are welcome to attend.

Meet our students
One in a series of interviews with Vermilion 
Country School students and staff by VCS 
sophomore Elspeth O’Brien

What is your favorite part about VCS? 
The amazing staff members. It feels like a fami-
ly here, very inclusive.

What do you think of the building chang-
es? They’re crazy good. The walls and new 
rooms are amazing.

What are your plans after high school? 
Get a van and travel west. And then go wherev-
er life takes me.

Since November is gratitude month, what 
are you most grateful for? I’m grateful to 
learn amongst such diverse people and mind-
sets, and for a fresh start.Ella, senior

What made you decide to come 
out of retirement  to come work at 
our school? It feels like a way to give 
back in my next chapter. For me per-
sonally, education has alway been a 
tool for success and if I can contribute 
to the students’ education in any way 
I will.

Since coming to VCS what has 
been the best part? Actually devel-
oping relationships with the students.

What do you teach? I’m a spe-
cial education teacher. That can mean 
teaching young people about self ad-
vocacy, or helping them build up skills. 

What do you do for fun? Hiking, 
running, snowshoeing, cross country 
skiing and caring for my family.

Meet our staff

Marjory Wood
Special Education

Volunteer coach Paula Barnes, along with assistant 
coaches Kalee Bjorgo and Tasha Trucano, led a four week 
volleyball class, sponsored by TS Community Education. 
The class focused on the basics– bump, set, spike, and 
serve. Players also got introduced to the basic rules of of 
the game while playing some scrimmages. Nine 
students participated this year. This is the second year TS 
Elementary has held a volleyball clinic. submitted photos

St. Martin’s held their annual Christmas Bazaar on 
Nov. 4. There was the famous cookie and candy 
station where visitors could fill up on their favorite 
holiday sweets.  Pictured are Cathy Wright (left) and 
Maddie Zupancich (right). 
Below left: Nicole helped her sons Cole and Caleb 
at the kids craft table.
Below center: Bradyn Indihar dug into a huge crispy 
bar (homemade caramel rolls were also available).
Below: Evelyn Schultz picked out some gifts in the 
children’s secret shopping area. photos by J. Summit

VCS celebrates Day of the Dead

Volleyball is elementary...



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.

AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey 
St., Ely.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 
E. Camp St., Ely.

BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 

BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.

CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.

ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 

CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who 
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squier 
by email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or call 
her at 218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

Nov. 14: Meet New 
Elyites

Nov. 21: Health 
Professionals for a Health 
Climate

Nov. 28: No meet-
ing. Begin holiday hiatus.

In Brief

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

out on a still lake
12 degrees in a wood boat

netting cold waters

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE

Ely Public Library 
ELY- The library will 

be closed on Friday, Nov. 
10 for Veteran’s Day, and 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 
23-24, for Thanksgiving.

The spice for Novem-
ber is sage. The library 
has a free sage sample and 
recipe kit to handout while 
supplies last.

The library has take-
and-make kits for kids to 
make a cereal box turkey, 
while supplies last.

The Friends of the Li-
brary Bookclub will meet 
on Monday, Nov. 13, from 
3-4 p.m. The book under 
discussion is Being Mortal 
by Atal Gawande.

The Friends of the Li-
brary monthly board meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, from 1-2 p.m.

The November Get 
Crafty activity will be 
making diamond dots. 
This program is for adults. 
Pre-register in advance 
so the library can order 
enough supplies.

A new Kahoot triv-
ia game will begin on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, at 
3 p.m., and will run until 
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at 8 a.m. 
The kahoot will be on the 
first eight books of the Ju-
nie B. Jones series by Bar-
bara Parks. Pre-register 
in advance with an email 
address so the library can 
send the link for the game.

The Get Crafty activ-
ity will meet on Thursday, 

Nov. 30, 3-4 p.m., to make 
a variety of snowman 
crafts appropriate for home 
decoration for the winter 
holidays. This program is 
for adults. Pre-register in 
advance so the library can 
order enough supplies.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 
at 224 E. Chapman St., un-
less otherwise noted.

Babbitt Public 
Library

BABBITT- The li-
brary will be closed on Fri-
day, Nov. 10 for Veteran’s 
Day. 

The library now has 
children’s take-and-make 
kits to make Thankgiving 
turkey art. Pick them up at 
the library while supplies 
last.

 Preschool Storytime 
is held every Wednesday 
at 10:30 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Babbitt Public Li-
brary at 71 South Drive 
unless otherwise noted.

NLAA Art Show
ELY- The November 

Northern Lakes Arts Asso-
ciation (NLAA) art show 
will run through Nov. 19, 
in the lobby of Ely’s His-
toric State Theater, when 
the theater is open. The 
exhibition this month is on 

the theme of self-portraits 
and features young artists 
from Ely.

Creative Writing
ELY- The NLAA is 

hosting a free event enti-
tled “Enhance your cre-
ative writing skills with 
Poet Elizabeth Cade,” 
on Saturday, Nov. 11, at 
2 p.m., at the Vermilion 
Fine Arts Theater, 1900 E. 
Camp St. Those wishing 
to attend must pre-regis-
ter online at northernlake-
sarts.org/programs.

Drag Show
ELY- The Grand Ely 

Lodge (GEL) will host an 
80s versus 90s drag show 
on Saturday, Nov. 11, at 11 
a.m. Tickets for entry to 
the show are $20 through 
etix.com. Attendees must 
also purchase the GEL 
breakfast brunch buffet at 
$23.99. This event is for 
those aged 18 and above.

History Happy Hour 
ELY- Jess Edberg, 

director of the Dorothy 
Molter Museum, will host 
the first installment of His-
tory Happy Hour, a free 
non-museum-related event 
at the Boathouse Brewpub, 
74 E. Sheridan St. Edberg 
will relate the story of the 
building housing the Boat-
house in a talk entitled 
“From Hardware to Hard 
Drinks: History of the 

Boathouse Brewpub & its 
Rumored Ghost.” History 
Happy Hour will start at 5 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
15. That evening is also 
trivia night upstairs at the 
Boathouse. 

Abstract 
Expressions

ELY- The NLAA is 
hosting a free event enti-
tled “Abstract Expressions 
with Ian Francis Lah,” 
on Saturday, Nov. 18, at 
2 p.m., at the Vermilion 
Fine Arts Theater, 1900 E. 
Camp St. Those wishing 
to attend must pre-regis-
ter online at northernlake-
sarts.org/programs.

Roaring 20s 
Mystery Event

ELY- The Ely Public 
Library is holding another 
one of its fun solve-the-
mystery events, this time 
with a “Great Gatsby” 
theme. 

The event will be on 
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Those 
wishing to participate must 
pre-register by 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 13. The 
activity is for teens and 
adults. Participants should 
plan on staying for the en-
tire three-hour event since 
leaving early will affect 
the ability of the attendees 
to solve the mystery.

The Roaring 20s Mys-
tery event will be held at 

the library at 224 E. Chap-
man St.

Knights of 
Columbus Bingo

ELY- The Knights of 
Columbus will hold an 
evening of bingo on Sun-
day, Nov. 19, at 6 p.m., 
downstairs at St. An-
drew’s, 231 E. Camp St.

Ginger Bones 
Concert

ELY- Minnesota’s 
Ginger Bones trio will 
perform upstairs at The 
Society Hall, on the sec-
ond floor above Northern 
Grounds Café, on Satur-
day, Nov. 18. Doors will 
open at 6:30 p.m. Willow 
Waters & The Earth Tones 
will play the opening set 
starting at 7 p.m., followed 
by the main act of Ginger 
Bones. Tickets are $15 at 
the door.

NLAA Gathering
ELY- The NLAA will 

host a Gratitude Gather-
ing on Monday, Nov. 20, 
from 7-8:30 p.m., at the 
Vermilion Fine Arts The-
ater, 1900 E. Camp St. The 
event will celebrate the 
2023 season and launch 
the upcoming 2024 season 
which was just announced, 
and will include “treats 
and mocktails.”

ELY- There is nothing 
sexy or eye-catching about 
equipment designed to de-
water sewage sludge, but 
the test last week of dewa-
tering equipment here left 
the city’s clerk-treasurer, 
Harold Langowski, with a 
big smile on his face.

“It will pay for itself,” 
Langowski told the Tim-
berjay, referring to the 
Komline-Sanderson belt 
press the city rented from 
Fergus Power Pump of 
Fergus Falls. Langowski’s 
preliminary estimate is that 
the belt press reduced ev-
ery gallon of biosolids to 
one-sixth of that volume. 

While discussing the 
project, Langowski also 
had some strong words 
about wording. “It’s not 

sludge,” he stated emphati-
cally, more than once. “It’s 
biosolids, not sludge.” 
The big deal

Why this is a big deal 
takes a little explaining. 
Ely’s WWTF separates 
the influent from its sew-
ers into two final products: 
biosolids and water. The 
water discharges to Shaga-
wa Lake but the sludge-
like biosolids must go else-
where. 

Ely’s biosolids cur-
rently land in a large ex-
ternal tank. According to 
Langowski, the material 
delivered to the tank is ap-
proximately 3 to 5 percent 
solid and the rest is water. 
Large tanker trucks must 
empty the tank of this bio-
solids slurry before it fills 
up. Ely currently disposes 
of its biosolids by spread-
ing them on fields as fertil-

izer.
“We send it off to 

fields … in Embarrass, 
Waasa Township, and 
some farms west of Cook,” 
Langowski explained. The 
city must pay for the tanker 
trucks and their transporta-
tion costs to ship the slurry 
to the farmers’ fields. Ely 
faces an additional prob-
lem because fewer farmers 
are open to using biosolids 
because of backlash from 
residential neighbors.

Even after thickening 
and filtering, the biosol-
ids currently produced by 
Ely’s WWTF are mostly 
water. Any reduction in 
water content will reduce 
the biosolids weight and 
volume, which means few-
er trucks are needed to haul 
the material. Because the 
material processed by the 
belt press is more like a 

damp soil, it can be shipped 
as a solid using smaller 
dump trucks instead of 
large tankers. Because it 
is more solid than not, it 
can be sent to a sanitary 
landfill instead of to fields 
between 30 to 50 miles 
away. The nearest sanitary 
landfill which will accept 
the material is in Virginia, 
according to Langowski, a 
distance of 50 miles.

The results of the de-
watering test are jaw-drop-
pers: over four days last 
week, the belt press filled 
12 tandem-axle dump 
trucks with material that 
would usually occupy sev-
enty tanker trucks. If Ely 
acquired its own belt press 
or rented one regularly, the 
savings in transportation 
costs would be dramatic. 
Cost estimates

Langowski has not 
yet worked out the least 
expensive path for Ely to 
adopt a belt press into its 
waste processing, whether 
that may be buying, leas-
ing, renting or sharing the 
rental cooperatively, which 
is what Ely did to rent the 
unit for the test.

“Every year, Mt. Iron, 
Eveleth and Gilbert get to-
gether and share the rent-
al of one of these units,” 
said Langowski. “We got 
onto their rental this year.” 
Ely’s estimated cost for the 
rental for the test should 
be between $12,000 and 
$15,000.

To get an idea of the 

potential cost savings, the 
Timberjay estimated the 
savings on diesel fuel. We 
used the federal minimum 
fuel economy of 7.2 miles 
per gallon for large trucks 
manufactured after 2014 
and the current national 
average of $4.50 per gallon 
for diesel fuel. 

The round-trip fuel 
cost of 70 tanker trucks of 
biosolids to a field 30 miles 
away in Waasa was $2,625. 
Sending those trucks 46 
miles to Cook raises the 
cost to $4,375. The cost 
of sending 12 dump trucks 
of dewatered biosolids 
50 miles to the landfill in 
Virginia was $750, 3.5 to 
5.8 times less than tanker 
trucks traveling 30 to 50 
miles respectively.

We also looked at la-
bor costs, assuming 50 
mph highway speeds and 
$30/hour labor cost. The 
cost of drivers for the 
biosolids was $4,200 to 
$2,520. The 12 trips to the 
landfill for the biosolids 
dewatered by the belt press 
had a labor cost of $720, 
again 3.5 to 5.8 times less. 
These are just simple com-
parisons but they do verify 
Langowski’s statement that 
the belt press can deliver 
significant cost savings on 
transportation.

Langowski will pres-
ent his final analysis of the 
potential cost savings at an 
Ely City Council meeting 
in the near future. 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

A Komline Sanderson belt press in operation on Friday, Nov. 3, at the Ely 
Waste Water Treatment Facility. Ely tested the unit for four days last week 
and achieved a six-times reduction in biosolids volume, which could 
save the city a lot of money in transportation costs alone. photo by C. Clark

Ely squeezes sludge to squeeze a buck

AROUND TOWN

Ely poet John Copp at the mike at the first Northern Lakes 
Arts Association Call of the Wild Poetry Night on Nov. 2 at 
the Ely Folk School. The poetry nights are the first Thursday 
of every month at 5 p.m., November through April. All are 
welcome to read their own works, poems by others, or just 
listen.  photo by C. Clark

Ely Memorial High School sent five singers to the 2023 
Chorfest on Tuesday, Nov. 7 for high school honor choir 
students. From left-to-right, back row: Colton Bromley (bass) 
and Matthew Johnson (tenor). Front row: Emily Bialik (alto), 
Alison Poppler (soprano), Rachel Carter (soprano)  submitted 
photo



Holy Cross Saturday 
Mass time change

ORR- Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Orr 
will celebrate Mass on 
Saturday, Nov. 11 at 7 p.m.

Saturday Mass will re-
turn to its regular time the 
next week.

Thrift shop bazaar 
will be Nov. 17-18

The Cook Area 
Healthcare Auxiliary 
Thrift Shop will be hold-
ing its annual Christmas 
bazaar on Friday, Nov. 
17, from 3-7 p.m., and on 
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Cook 
Community Center. 

There will be crafts, 
baked goods, basket raf-
fles, new/used quality 
items, seasonal decora-
tions, and more. 

Volunteers are needed 
at the thrift shop. Consider 
being a volunteer and join 
this hardworking team. In-
quire at the bazaar, or stop 
at the thrift shop to see 
how you can contribute by 
volunteering.

Book club to meet
at library on Tuesday

COOK- Cook Area 
Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14 at 1 
p.m. at the Cook Library, 
a change of venue for the 

winter months.
The book for discus-

sion will be “A Half-Acre 
of Hell: A Combat Nurse 
in WWII” by Avis Schorer. 

It is the story of Avis 
Schorer, a combat nurse in 
World War II.  It tells the 
story of her tour of duty 
from March 1942 until 
January 1946 and how she 
lived and survived in a 
combat area. Avis was an 
Iowa native who lived in 
Bloomington for the last 
32 years of her life.

The book for Decem-
ber will be “Remarkably 
Bright Creatures “ by 
Shelby VanPelt.

Library Friends to 
host annual holiday 
raffle and auction 

COOK- The holidays 
are fast approaching and 
Friends of the Cook Public 
Library are fostering the 
holiday spirit by hosting 
their 4th Annual Holiday 
Basket Fundraiser.

An array of beautiful-
ly decorated baskets, lov-
ingly assembled by vol-
unteers, will be on display 
at the Cook Public Library 
from Tuesday, Nov. 14 
through Thursday, Dec. 14 
and available by silent bid 
or the purchase of a raffle 
ticket. Filled with delight-
ful themed contents and 

delicious treats, they are 
just right for gift giving. 
Visit the library to place 
a silent auction bid or buy 
raffle tickets to win a bas-
ket.

Bids and ticket sales 
end at 5 p.m. Dec. 14..  
Winners will be contacted 
on Dec. 15.                           

Proceeds from this 
event benefit programs 
sponsored by the Cook 
Public Library.

Cook Community 
Thanksgiving 
coming up Nov. 23

COOK- The 37th 
annual Cook Communi-
ty Thanksgiving dinner 
will be on Thursday, Nov. 
23 at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church at 124 5th St. in 
Cook from noon to 2 p.m.

Those who are home-
bound in the Cook area 
who would like to have 
a meal delivered should 
contact Robyn at 952-412-
0576.

Dinner theatre show 
coming up Dec. 1 at 
Covenant Church

COOK- The 4th Annu-
al Cook Covenant Church 
Dinner Theatre, entitled 
“A Wild West Christmas” 
will be presented on Fri-
day, Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. at 
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

INSPIRING INSTRUMENTALISTS

A Grizzly-sized send-off to state
North Woods School celebrated their boys and girls cross country Class A state meet qualifiers with a huge, raucous pep 
rally on Thursday. Top left: The Grizzly mascot. Top center: Cross country dad Brett Brodeen, center, entertains the crowd 
with fun cross country facts as team members, from left, Alex Burckhardt, Lincoln Antikainen, Kahlil Spears, assistant 
coach Dan Squires, Corra Brodeen, Zoey Burckhardt, Tatum Barto, Addison Burckhardt and Evelyn Brodeen listen. Middle 
Left: the gymnasium bleachers packed with boisterous students and staff included a booming Grizzlies pep band that kept 
excitement levels high. Middle right: No school pep rally would be complete without cheerleaders stirring up the crowd.
Right: Alex Burckhardt delivers thanks on behalf of the team.        photos by D. Colburn

COOK- Friends of 
the Parks’ Jeanne Taylor 
brought along a quartet 
of pickleball enthusiasts 
on Oct. 26 to support her 
updated pitch to the Cook 
City Council to resurface 
the ice skating rink at the 
community center for 
pickleball courts.

The research con-
ducted between the prior 
council meeting and this 
one paid off for FOTP in 
ways both figurative and 
financial.

The current worn 
concrete surface isn’t 
suitable for playing pick-
leball, as concrete tends to 
exact more wear and tear 
on a player’s joints than a 
softer surface like asphalt. 
And asphalt can accom-

modate skating ice in the 
winter.

“There’s a man 
who lives in Cherry that 
moved up from Arkansas, 
they call him Pickleball 
Tony,” Taylor said. Tony 
Nigro has been an ardent 
promoter of pickleball in 
communities across the 
Iron Range.

Perhaps the biggest 
relief Taylor had to report 
was the discovery that 
FOTP will not need to 
contract for engineering 
services for the project, 
which could have been a 
significant addition to the 
cost.

“He actually came up 
to the court and he said 
playing on concrete is 
way too hard on people. 
He said asphalt would be 
much better. Asphalt’s 
definitely cheaper, so 

that’s great.”
Taylor contacted 

Dave Clement at KGM 
Contractors, who was 
willing to take a look at 
the court and discuss pos-
sible options. The first 
was straight resurfacing, 
which could be done for 
a high-end estimate of 
$30,000, Taylor said.

“But he said the 
chances of it recracking 
would be more likely,” 
Taylor said.

The other option 
Clement proposed was 
coming in with a resurfac-
er and adding a three-inch 
layer on top of that. That 
solution, for which Taylor 
didn’t mention a price tag, 
would be much more du-
rable, she said.

The best financial 
news came when Tay-
lor started talking about 

her contacts to find an 
engineer for the project, 
something that had been 
requested by the council 
at the prior meeting.

The first engineer she 
contacted asked if the rink 
was to be completely torn 
down for a new start, She 
told him, no, the plan was 
to resurface the court.

“He said, ‘Well, I 
don’t see why you’d want 
an engineer for that,” Tay-
lor said.

A call returned from a 
soil company got a similar 
response.

“He said, ‘I feel kind 
of silly turning down busi-
ness, but I charge $10,000, 
and if you’re just going 
to replace yours then I’m 
taking your money and I 
would feel guilty,'” Taylor 
said.

Taylor got an idea of 

just how much engineer-
ing could cost when she 
next contacted SHE Engi-
neering.

“He said they just did 
the courts in Hibbing and 
he said ‘Our engineering 
fee was $35,000,’” Taylor 
said.

Taylor talked about 
Clement’s suggestion 
with KGM and got a fa-
vorable response.

“He said, ‘I don’t re-
ally know why you need 
an engeineer. I would take 
Dave’s advice and just go 
with it,’” Taylor said.

Taylor also report-
ed on a possible deal for 
nets for the courts. Nigro 
mentioned to her that the 
Virginia Tennis Club is 
getting new nets for their 
pickleball courts, and that 
Cook could possibly get 
their used portable nets at 

a very reasonable price or 
perhaps even donated.

FOTP will pay for  
the project through a com-
bination of grant writing 
and fundraisers. Taylor 
addressed her request to 
the council.

“If you would give us 
a go-ahead we could start 
doing some grant writing, 
get some bids over the 
winter, and then keep go-
ing forward and possibly 
even be able to do it next 
summer and make these 
people happy. 

The council not only 
agreed to let FOTP move 
ahead with the project, 
but also approvved city 
administrative staff to 
sign off on FOTP gam-
bling permit applications, 
which are required to con-
duct raffles.

Eight North Woods instrumental music students were selected to 
participate in the UMD Senior High Gold and Maroon Honor Bands this 
past weekend. UMD limits selection to the Gold band to “only the best 
musicians in the state.” Two days of rehearsals and clinics with highly 
recognized composers and directors concerts culminated in a Saturday 
afternoon concert. Participants and the band they played in included, 
from left, Grace Bundy (maroon), Kate Cheney (maroon), Tori Mathys 
(maroon), Izzy Pascuzzi (maroon), Paige Stanislawski (Director), Amber 
Sopoci (gold), Annabelle Calavera (gold), and Susan Aderman (gold).
       submitted

Pickleball court gets green light from Cook council

the Evangelical Cove-
nant Church at 11 Second 
Street East in Cook. Good 
food and great fun will be 
in store for everyone who 
attends. Cast members 
will include members and 
friends of the church with 
some big surprises! Keep 
an eye out for the “Wild 
West Christmas” flyers at 

local establishments.
The Cook Food Shelf 

always needs everyone’s 
monetary support to ob-
tain food in larger quanti-
ties at good prices, so all 
proceeds from this event 
will go to the Cook Food 
Shelf.

Performances in pre-
vious years sold out so 

you’ll want to call in for 
reservations now.

Reservations will be 
taken at 218-666-5892, 
and close at noon on 
Monday, Nov. 20.

Contact Pastor Linda 
Freeman at 218-410-1768 
with questions.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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224 people attended those 
sessions, with nearly half, 
111, at the Kabetogama 
meeting.

Written comments 
were analyzed by the park 
service and broken down 
into 20 topic areas. The 
top six topics for comment 
included socioeconom-
ics, visitor experience, 
Minnesota state regula-
tions, ORV use, ice road 
use and location, and acces-
sibility.
Socioeconomics

Commenters raised 
concerns about the eco-
nomic impact the pro-
posal would have on area 
businesses that already 
struggle in the off-season 
for tourists. Several com-
menters noted that the 
local economy was still 
struggling from the COVID 
pandemic and worried that 
the plan would hinder the 
area’s recovery. Some busi-
ness owners said the plan 
could cause them to close.

“The proposed regu-
lations would effectively 
destroy the business for 
local (and long-time) ice 
fishing outfitters, and the 
trickle-down effect on all 
the other businesses that 
benefit from these winter 
visitors,” one person said.

“It hurts local busi-
ness who are just trying to 
survive. It hurts park user 
experiences, and it makes 
the park an undesirable des-
tination during the winter. 
People will go to other 
lakes where they are free to 
access those lakes with any 
means available to them,” 
another person said.

Commenters noted 
that many people do not 
own snowmobiles and 
that the plan would limit 
access to lower-income 
people who cannot afford 
to purchase or maintain a 

snowmobile. Some com-
menters expressed more 
general concerns about 
the plan being discrimina-
tory against lower-income 
visitors.

Others noted that the 
proposal would limit the 
ability of private land-
owners who access their 
property through the park 
to access their cabins. It 
would also negatively 
affect private landowners’ 
ability to maintain their 
properties because the off-
road vehicles used during 
the winter are the only 
practical and safe method to 
transport certain materials 
to water access properties, 
commenters said.
Visitor experience

Comments in this cat-
egory were mixed, with 
some noting how off-road 
vehicles enhance visitor 
experiences and others 
saying they detract from 
those experiences.

Those arguing for the 
value of off-road vehicles 
highlighted their use for 
touring, ice fishing, snow-
shoeing, sightseeing, and 
viewing the northern lights. 
Some commenters said that 
they could not enjoy the 
park in the winter without 
the use of ATVs and UTVs 
and that the plan would sig-
nificantly alter their access 
and enjoyment of the park. 

On the flip side of the 
question, many were in 
favor of the plan’s restric-
tions on vehicles and ice 
shelters. They noted the 
benefits of enjoying time 
in a quiet environment and 
explained that their experi-
ence is less pleasant when 
there is noise from adjacent 
vehicles. One person said 
that recreational vehicles 
and large ice shelters could 
negatively affect activities 
like cross country skiing 

and snowshoeing.
Many were worried 

about the impact on vis-
itors’ ability to have an 
enjoyable ice fishing expe-
rience, as the restrictions 
would greatly reduce the 
area of the lakes accessible 
to fishing.

“Please continue to 
allow off road vehicles 
on the frozen surfaces of 
the park. My wife, four 
sons, and I have enjoyed 
countless days…in the 
beautiful park by accessing 
our favorite fishing spots 
in this manner,” one com-
menter said.
State regulations

The letter most directly 
addressing issues in this 
category came from DNR 
Northeast Region Director 
Shelly Patten, who also 
spoke at the Kabetogama 
public meeting. In her 
written comments, Patten 
tackles one of the biggest 
concerns head-on, noting 
that the state of Minnesota 
did not give up its author-
ity over the waters in 
Voyageurs National Park 
when the land was con-
veyed to the park service. 
Patten said it is contrary 
to law for the park to treat 
frozen lake waters in the 
same manner as land. She 
also contends that VNP has 
no legal authority to strip 
the state or the riparian 
owners of their interests, 
including the right of access 
to the frozen surfaces.

Patten’s letter con-
cludes with a summary that 
sets up an outright rejection 
of the frozen roads plan.

“After review of the 
Frozen Lake Plan and 
at tending the public 
comment sessions, the DNR 
has significant concerns, as 
detailed above,” Patten 
said. “The proposed Frozen 
Lake Plan would have 

serious adverse impacts on 
the state’s property interest 
in its public waters and our 
obligations associated with 
the public waters the state 
owns within the boundaries 
of VNP. It would also have 
adverse impacts on prop-
erty owners, Minnesotans, 
businesses, surrounding 
communities, and visitors 
to the area. We therefore 
request that the provisions 
related to public access and 
ice shelters be withdrawn.”
Off-road use

Most comments in 
this category supported the 
continued use of off-road 
vehicles on frozen lakes 
in the park without further 
restriction or regulation. 
Commenters indicated that 
restrictions on ORV use 
would negatively affect 
the public’s right to access 
the park. One commenter 
pointed out that snowmo-
biles may not be viable for 
providing access without 
adequate snow depths. 
Others noted that some 
types of off-road vehicles 
have less impact on the park 
than snowmobiles.

The  Kabe togama 
Town Board weighed in 
on this issue.

“It is the Kabetogama 
Township Board position 
that all should be free to 
travel anywhere on all lake 
surfaces. UTV’s are used 
for warmth and comfort 
for many individuals while 
traveling on the ice. UTV’s 
are used for transporting 
fish houses, and trucks are 
the only vehicle that can 
transport larger fishing 
shelters. ATV and UTV’s 
are used as a safe mode of 
travel on the ice surface. 
As the winter days change, 
ATV and UTV travel may 
be the only way to continue 
to safely travel in the park. 
There are many residents, 

vacationers, etc., to whom 
access would be limited if 
the mode of transportation 
is curtailed by changes 
to the frozen lake surfac-
es access that currently 
exists,” the board wrote.
Ice road use

Numerous comment-
ers argued that creating ice 
roads is an outdated idea 
that is too costly and unnec-
essary because of new ATV 
technology. Other support-
ers of this idea said that 
having no ice roads would 
reduce crowding and pres-
sure on the lakes, and that 
the park would be better off 
spending its money on such 
things as year-round trails 
for ATVs and snowmobile 
and ski trails.

“The plowed ice roads 
that VNP has established 
have been a failure due to 
the conditions the last few 
years,” said another com-
menter. “My opinion is the 
park doesn’t have adequate 
staff, time or compassion to 
maintain these ice roads. 
So, my suggestion is to not 
do an ice road at all. Let the 
people use the park “as is”. 
Accessibility

This category focused 
on how the proposed plan 
would disproportionately 
and adversely affect older 
park users and those with 
disabilities who are unable 
to use snowmobiles to 
access frozen lake surfaces 
in the park.

“ORVs are becoming 
more popular because of 
their multi-season capa-
bility. Requiring visitors 
to only access the lakes 
with snowmobiles shuts out 
families that cannot afford 
to purchase multiple snow-
mobiles, senior citizens, 
and those with physical 
limitations that cannot use 
snowmobiles safely,” said 

one person.
“I have a disability 

which affects my legs 
(pain and numbness) and 
use a tracked side-by-side 
vehicle for winter access 
to enjoy ice fishing any-
where on the lake and to 
support the various resorts 
anywhere on the lake to 
get food and/or gas,” wrote 
another.

“Preventing people 
like me who do not / cannot 
snowmobile from enjoying 
VNP to the fullest extent 
we can with the methods 
and equipment we find safe 
and enjoyable is contrary to 
the purpose of a national 
park, and a violation of 
Minnesota State Law,” said 
a third.

Altogether, the PDF 
document of all  182 
comment letters submit-
ted is 113 single-spaced 
pages long.
Moving forward

A t  t h e  f i r s t 
public meeting, VNP 
Supe r in t enden t  Bob 
DeGross expressed the 
desire to receive public 
input into the plan while at 
the same time noting that 
federal regulations requires 
some type of regulations be 
put in place. In response to 
feedback at that meeting, 
DeGross extended the 
deadline for public com-
ments to be submitted.

Now the park will 
move forward using a 
National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process 
that will allow for two 
more public comment 
periods before a final plan 
is developed and imple-
mented. That process will 
likely begin in the spring 
or summer of 2024. 

and Campground is located 
at 1759 N. Pioneer Rd in the 
Spaulding neighborhood of 
Ely, sandwiched between 
the far east end of Miners 
Lake on the south and and 
Pioneer Road to the north. 
The site previously housed 
a small campground but 
was more recently used for 
a commercial woodwork-
ing operation. 

The property was 
zoned commercial but 
was converted to Shoreline 
Mixed-Use (SMU) in 1994, 
according to city records. 
The Miners Lake RV Park 
developed eight RV pads 
with water and electric 
utilities parallel to Pioneer 
Road. According to AOK’s 
Dean Peterson, the orig-
inal owners designed the 
RV pads as pull-through 
sites but the creation of 
the Trezona Trail turned 
them into back-in sites. A 
pull-through site is where 
an RV enters from one 
end and exits out the other, 
eliminating the need to 
back a large travel trailer or 
self-contained motorhome 
into the site.

SMU zoning in Ely 
requires a CUP for any 

campground or RV park. 
Opposition

T h e  c o m p l a i n t s 
from the residents of the 
Spaulding neighborhood 
reflect the concerns of 
homeowners everywhere 
in the U.S. when faced 
with nearby new devel-
opments: increased noise, 
crime, traffic, and unwant-
ed people, all contributing 
to a decrease in their quality 
of life and property values. 

Since the Sept. 20 board 
of adjustment meeting, the 
opposition has kept the 
pressure on city officials, 
attending both planning 
zoning and city council 
meetings ever since. Some 
of the opponents have met 
to talk strategy and signs 
against the proposal have 
cropped up around Ely, in 
the back windows of SUVs, 
and on the corner of Pioneer 
and 18th Ave.
Old versus new

The major differences 
between the September and 
current applications are the 
number of RV spaces, the 
location of RV spaces, and 
the addition of the vegeta-
tion screen between the RV 
Park and the Trezona Trail.

The number of RV 
spaces dropped from 35 
to 31. The original appli-
cation showed 18 back-in 
RV spaces between the 
Trezona Trail and the north 
side of the northern interior 
road of the RV Park, which 
runs parallel to the Trezona. 
Four more back-in RV 
spaces were shown on the 
south side of the northern 
interior road. 

The new applica-
tion retains the original 
eight RV spaces along the 
Trezona Trail, next to the 
former Dry Building for 
the Sibley Mine. The ten 
additional spaces between 
the Trezona Trail and 
the interior road have 
been removed. Instead, the 
new application shows 10 
back-in RV spaces on the 
south side of the northern 
interior road.

The other 13 RV spaces 
are on either side of the 
southern interior road of the 
RV park, which is parallel 
to the shoreline of Miners 
Lake. These RV spots are 
divided between five pull-
through and seven back-in 
spaces. This cluster of 13 
spaces is the same on both 
applications. 

The vegetation screen 

will occupy the space 
between the northern inte-
rior road and the Trezona 
Trail. The timeline pro-
vided with the new CUP 
indicates that the original 
eight RV spaces next to the 
Sibley Mine Dry Building 
will not be available for use 
for three years after the park 
opens for business, to give 
the vegetation screen time 
to grow.
Responding to 
comments

Some items in the 
new application appear to 
address comments made 
during the Sept. 20 public 
hearing or by those oppos-
ing the RV Park in the 
area’s two weekly news-
papers or on social media. 
The application also dis-
cusses why the proposed 
RV park is exempt from 
Minnesota administrative 
rule 4410.4300 subparts 
20 and 20a.

The relevant portion 
of the rule for the pro-
posed RV park requires an 
environmental assessment 
worksheet (EAW) if the 
proposed new construc-
tion exceeds 50 new units 
or sites in a nonsensitive 
shoreline area where 50 

percent or more of the 
property is open space. The 
AOK application propos-
es 23 new RV sites, five 
new cabins, and nine tent 
sites. The current proposed 
layout of the RV park uses 
less than 50 percent of the 
property.

Miners Lake, a water-
body created by the col-
lapse of Ely’s abandoned 
iron mines, is not classi-
fied as a sensitive shore-
line area according to the 
list maintained by the 
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, which 
is responsible for shoreline 
regulations (Minn. rules 
6120.2500-6120.3900).

Some comments from 
the public hearing and 
afterward showed concern 
over the potential degra-
dation of the shoreline of 
Miners Lake. The new 
CUP appears to target 
these comments by adding 
more detailed sections on 
managing stormwater with 
the RV park and mitigating 
erosion along the steep 
shoreline. Neither the old 
nor the new CUP proposed 
development of the north 
shore other than a picnic 
area and a dock for canoes.

To address comments 

regarding potential noise 
and nuisance, the new CUP 
includes the campground’s 
rules, including quiet hours, 
limits on the number of 
people and pets, and per-
mitted activities. It also 
includes a three-year, three-
phase schedule of where 
and when the expansion 
of the park will happen. In 
general, the new RV sites 
will be built first in phase 
one, followed by the cabins 
and tent sites in phase two, 
and by the rebooting of the 
original eight RV spaces in 
phase three. 
What’s next

Under Ely’s city ordi-
nances, CUP applications 
are approved or denied by 
the board of adjustment, 
which is a committee of the 
whole of the planning and 
zoning commission. The 
board of adjustment is the 
last word on a CUP unless 
it denies the application, in 
which case the applicant 
may appeal to the Ely City 
Council.

Dean Peterson did not 
respond to a Timberjay 
inquiry for more infor-
mation.

possible decision to remove 
Trump from the ballot. 
“Even if you’re right and 
we have the authority to 
remove someone from the 
ballot, should we?” she 
asked Ronald Fein, the 
attorney representing the 
petitioners. 

Hudson picked up on 
a theme pressed by Trump 
attorney Nicholas Nelson, 
who argued that leaving 
that question to states 
could leave a patchwork of 
decisions with some states 
allowing a candidate on the 
ballot while others might 
opt for disqualification. 

“This is the way our 
system is set up,” responded 
Fein. “For better or worse, 
different states could adju-
dicate this differently,” 
he added, noting that the 
administration of elections 
is left to the states to decide 

under the U.S. Constitution. 
Furthermore, he said, a 
decision by any state to dis-
qualify Trump would likely 
be taken up on appeal at the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which 
would ultimately render a 
determination that would 
apply nationwide.

For now, the question 
before Minnesota’s high 
court is whether to conduct 
an evidentiary hearing to 
better assess what consti-
tutes an insurrection for 
the purposes of the 14th 
Amendment. At times, 
lawyers for the Republican 
Party of Minnesota and 
Donald Trump seemed 
almost to argue for such a 
hearing even as they urged 
the high court to dismiss 
the petition. Attorney Reid 
Lebeau, representing the 
party, argued that deter-
mining whether a poten-

tial candidate engaged in 
insurrection would require 
greater fact-finding than 
had been done to date. He 
said determining questions 
of qualification, such as 
meeting age or citizenship 
requirements, are easier 
to determine than a ques-
tion of disqualification 
as spelled out in the 14th 
Amendment.  

“I would agree with 
you,” said Chief Justice 
Natalie Hudson. “And 
doesn’t that go to the peti-
tioners point that we need 
an evidentiary hearing?”

A similar claim against 
Trump’s qualification for 
the ballot in the state 
of Colorado has already 
reached the evidentiary 
stage and has heard a wide 
range of testimony in recent 
days. 

The arguments at 

times delved far back into 
American history, with 
discussion of the origins 
of the 14th Amendment’s 
Section 3 and how it has 
been applied since its adop-
tion in the wake of the Civil 
War. In fact, justices noted 
that the case law on disqual-
ification is remarkably thin, 
even as the section’s provi-
sion allowing for individual 
amnesty issued by a two-
thirds vote of both houses 
of Congress, was regularly 
used by former members of 
the Confederacy.

Among the issues the 
Minnesota justices will need 
to determine is whether or 
not the disability provision 
in Section 3 is “self-en-
forcing,” which in this 
context means it requires no 
determination by Congress. 
Petitioners argued that 
the law is self-enforcing, 

which means the high court 
could make a determination 
on Trump’s qualifica-
tion without congressional 
action. Trump’s attorney 
argued that it would be up 
to Congress to determine 
whether Trump engaged in 
insurrection and could be 
barred from future office. 

Justice Gordon Moore 
noted that a bipartisan 
House of Representatives 
found Trump guilty of 
inciting insurrection as part 
of his second impeachment. 
“Does that have any bearing 
on this case?” asked Moore. 

“I think the Senate’s 
acquittal on the charge 
would also inform that deci-
sion,” responded Trump 
attorney Nelson. In fact, 
57 of the 100 members 
of the Senate, including 
seven Republicans, voted 
to convict Trump, a clear 

majority although short of 
the two-thirds requirement 
in the Constitution. 

While the arguments 
focused primarily on 
the language of the 14th 
Amendment, a state law 
that authorizes the Supreme 
Court to hear such a case in 
a question involving eligi-
bility for a federal office, 
did come in for some ques-
tioning. Fein argued that 
Minnesota Stat. 204B.44 
specifically authorizes 
individuals to file petitions 
seeking redress in the case 
of an error by the Secretary 
of State, such as placing the 
name of an ineligible can-
didate on an election ballot. 

The high court offered 
no immediate timeline for 
deciding whether to dismiss 
the case, or ordering an 
evidentiary hearing. 

HEARING...Continued from page 1
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ROAD ROW...Continued from page 1
Meanwhile, Koenck 

has since replaced his 
former fence with a lineup 
of old cars and logs, which 
has significantly narrowed 
the roadway, limiting 
access particularly in the 
winter. 

The details of the 
dispute, including when 
the town board made key 
decisions in the matter, 
are obscured by the fact 
that the township clerk, 
Shirley Woods, has refused 
to provide the Timberjay 
with access to town board 
minutes or other records. 
Woods did provide a state-
ment to the Timberjay, 
which states that the town 
board heard an opinion 
from the township attorney 
on Sept. 10, 2019, that she 
said confirmed that the 
south half of the road is 
private property, belonging 
to Koenck, who purchased 
the property in 2015. But 
Woods did not provide 
the opinion and refused to 
provide the name of the 
attorney.

In addition, Woods 
has not provided records 
that might explain how 
or exactly when the town 
board determined that 
Derusha Rd. would no 
longer exist past Koenck’s 
driveway.

Easterday said the full-
width road used to extend 
just past her garage, and 
school buses used her drive-
way as a turnaround point. 
In the winter, county plows 
would come past her house.

“The township used to 
take care of it,” she said. 
“The plow would come all 
the way up and plow right 
by my garage and then back 
down. As a matter of fact, 
they used to make a couple 
of swipes.”

Easterday now has 
to hire someone to clear 
the snow from the nar-
rowed section of the road 
leading to her house. 
Easterday also said there 
used to be a school on her 
property, which she sug-
gested supports the claim 
that the road extended to 
her property.

“How else did they get 
the kids up there?” she said.

Located southeast of 
the city of Cook, Derusha 
Rd. extends west from 
the 90-degree turn where 
Johnson Rd. turns from a 
north-south route to east-
west. Recent aerial pho-
tography shows Derusha 
Rd. at a standard two-lane 
width until about 125 feet 
east of Easterday’s drive-
way, where it now narrows 
to a single lane. Beyond 
Easterday’s garage, the 
roadway appears unmain-
tained but has provided 
access to about 70 acres 
of pasture land that was, 
until recently, cut for hay. 
Easterday said Derusha Rd. 
used to continue another 
mile to the west where it 
once connected to Olson 
Rd. “Olson Rd. and Derusha 
Road used to be connected 
because the number on both 
of those roads is the same 
number,” she said.

The Timberjay checked 
St. Louis County’s website 
for an Owens Township 
map and confirmed that the 

two roads share the same 
numerical designation, 
4505.

It appears the dispute 
arose sometime after 
Koenck purchased his 
property. According to 
Easterday, he had the 
land surveyed, which he 
apparently believes gives 
him ownership of the south 
half of the road and jus-
tification for blocking 
his half of it, beginning 
just beyond his driveway. 
Easterday acknowledges 
that Koenck’s roadblock 
does not appear to go over 
his property line, but it 
would likely be within the 
road right-of-way if the 
road was created, as county 
records indicate. 

According to Woods, 
the township attorney was 
present at the 2019 meeting 
acting as legal assistance 
for the township. “He told 
the constituents that the 
land involved in the dispute 
was not township land and 
that the residents must 
work the dispute out among 
themselves. He suggested 
a meeting of the parties 
to discuss easements. All 
parties were in favor of this 
and indicated they would 
meet as soon as possible,” 
Woods said.

Easterday said she’s 
heard an even more direct 
statement about the status 
of the road from the town-
ship.

“Now they’re saying it 
wasn’t a road,” Easterday 
said. “But nobody seems 
to be able to find the proof 
of that.”

“I really wouldn’t care 
if he wanted to pile his 
garbage there,” Easterday 
continued, referencing her  
neighbor. “Just move it over 
five feet so I can have the 
road there. In the winter-
time, it gets kind of tough 
because of the snow and 
because of the vehicles.”

“The township is not 
extending the end of that 
dead end to engulf my 
property, which is only 
about 100 feet,” Easterday 
said. “I live off the end of 
that road and they cut me 
off. That’s my complaint.”
Documentation?

Easterday isn’t the 
only one affected by the 
situation. Doyle Svedberg, 
who was elected to the town 
board in 2022 said he’s 
in the process of buying 
the pasture land beyond 
Easterday’s house from 
a cousin, and the current 
narrow road configuration 
won’t allow large farm 
equipment or semi-trucks 
needed to harvest and haul 
the hay to pass through.

“There’s no way I 
can get to it, I just can’t,” 
Svedberg said.

Both Easterday and 
Svedberg said they’d talked 
with Koenck about getting 
an easement but were 
unable to secure an agree-
ment.

However, Svedberg’s 
research into the issue has 
turned up a document filed 
with the county that he 
says proves Derusha Rd. 
was officially established 
by the township back in 
1925. Titled “Supervisors’ 

Road Order and Award of 
Damages,” the order was 
filed by the Owens Town 
Clerk with the county 
auditor and contains a 
legal description that cor-
responds with the layout of 
Derusha Rd. and connect-
ing with Olson Rd.

“My knowledge of 
road orders is that they’re 
like a birth certificate. It 
lays out the road,” Svedberg 
said.

Svedberg said he con-
sulted an attorney who 
told him that if the process 
described in law for closing 
a road has not been done, 
“the road order stands.”

Svedberg suggested 
the assertion that the road 
didn’t exist runs counter 
to the fact that it contin-
ues to be maintained and 
reaches the properties of 
Koenck and Lisa Ollikkala, 
Easterday’s daughter, who 
lives next door to her.

“If there was no road, 
then why did you let 
(Koenck) have a road but 
not Dorothy?” Svedberg 
said. “And why are you 
maintaining that road? 
That’s my big question. 
Why is the road there if 
there was no road? Is that 
fair to Dorothy? That’s total 
discrimination if (Koenck) 
can have the road but 
Dorothy can’t.”

Operating under the 
premise that the road did not 
exist, as implied in Woods’s 
statement, a previous town 
board apparently believed 
that no formal road vacation 
process was necessary to 
terminate Derusha Rd. 
short of Easterday’s prop-
erty.

Svedberg said that the 
unmaintained portion of the 
road has a solid roadbed, as 
evidenced by its past use 
for hauling hay. He said 
it could be opened with 
a minimum maintenance 
designation, which would 
relieve the township from 
any associated costs.

“What I’m anchoring 
this all on is a road order 
that was written in 1925,” 
Svedberg said. “Nothing 
has been laid on top of it. 
Now if there was a vacat-
ing order on it, it would 
definitely be at the record-
er’s office. But there’s 
nothing.”

The Timberjay con-
tacted St. Louis County 
Deputy Recorder request-
ing a copy of any closure 
order for Derusha Rd., 
required by law to be filed 
by the township with her 
office, but none was found 
in county records.

Another possible ally 
for Easterday in her battle 
is current town supervisor 
Mike Christensen, who 
was appointed last year to 
fill a vacancy on the board. 
Christensen said he was 
asked to talk to Easterday 
about the issue.

“They wanted me to go 
talk to Dorothy and calm her 
down about this, because 
they thought she was going 
to call the newspaper or a 
lawyer,” Christensen said. 
“They told me to tell her this 
was a done deal, just tell her 
that what is done is done and 

there is no road there. Well, 
I started digging into it and 
I talked to her and then I 
saw, well, there’s another 
side to this story.”

“I came to find out 
the way they closed this 
road was they just decreed 
between township board 
members that there was 
never a road there,” 
Christensen said. “That’s 
what they told me, and so 
basically there was nothing 
to close. The public was 
never notified that this was 
happening. They just did 
it. The landowners should 
have been told.”

Christensen also dis-
cussed the road order, 
noting that it specifies 
a width of four rods, or 
66 feet, and it lists six 
landowners that were due 
“damages,” or compensa-
tion for the land used for 
the road.

“If you’re paying for 
right-of-way, the only 
reason you pay for right-
of-way is if you’re putting 
in a road,” Christensen said.

The listing indicates 
that the “advantages and 
benefits said road will 
confer upon them are equal 
to all damages sustained by 
them,” so no money was 
paid out to the landowners.

Christensen noted the 
road issue also affects 
another piece of prop-
erty west of Easterday, 
one county records show 
is owned by Daniel and 
Harold Baumgartner. 
“This Baumgartner who 
owns this property, he’s cut 
off, too,” Christensen said. 
“He would like to sell that 
property, and he’s kind of 
screwed right now because 
he doesn’t have access to it 
anymore.”

The only option to 
access the properties to 
the west of Easterday other 
than to reopen Derusha Rd. 
would be for the town-
ship to take steps to clear 
and make roadworthy the 
southern part of Olson Rd., 
Christensen said.

“It would cost the 
township a lot more money 
to open that up, and it’s not a 
rich township,” Christensen 
said. “I just kind of hate to 
do that to the people in the 

township where the 
other one is pretty 
easy.”
Use makes it a 
road?

It’s possible, 
given a particu-
lar set of circum-
stances, that the 
mere existence 
and use of the full-
width roadway to 
Easterday’s house 
is sufficient enough 
to formally estab-
lish it as an exten-
sion of Derusha 
Rd. ,  according 

to information from the 
Minnesota Association of 
Townships (MAT) dis-
covered online by the 
Timberjay.

“ A n  O v e r v i e w 
of the Creation and 
Extinguishment of Town 
Roads,” a 14-page docu-
ment written for MAT by 
attorney Troy J. Gilchrist,   
contains a section on how 
roads are created simply 
through continuous use and 
maintenance, as authorized 
by state law.

Minnesota Statute 
160.05 reads in part:

“When any road or 
portion of a road has been 
used and kept in repair 
and worked for at least six 
years continuously as a 
public highway by a road 
authority, it shall be deemed 
dedicated to the public 
to the width of actual use 
and be and remain, until 
lawfully vacated, a public 
highway whether it has ever 
been established as a public 
highway or not.”

Gilchrist wrote, “The 
amount of public use 
required is relatively small. 
In one case, the court placed 
emphasis on the fact that a 
road was open for use by 
the public rather than on the 
amount the public actually 
used the road.”

Maintenance of the 
road by the township com-
parable to that for similar 
types of roads over a period 
of six years must be demon-
strated for the law to apply. 
Gilchrist cited a court case 
which found that “It is not 
necessary that every part 
of a road be worked at 
government expense or that 
any particular part receive 
attention every year of this 
six-year period.” 

“If the character of the 
road is such that infrequent 
maintenance during the 
year is all that is necessary 
to maintain the road for 
the purposes for which it 

is used (e.g. access to a 
cultivated field), the infre-
quent maintenance over at 
least six years will likely be 
found to satisfy the timing 
element,” Gilchrist wrote.

While the statute may 
be relevant to the Derusha 
Rd. controversy, litigation 
would likely be necessary 
to determine if it would 
apply in this specific sit-
uation.

Both Christensen and 
Svedberg said that having 
the process done correctly 
is a major concern.

“Mike and I are on 
the same page – let’s do it 
right,” Svedberg said.

 In another wrinkle to 
the story, Svedberg alleged 
that Easterday was turned 
away from the town board’s 
May meeting.

“She made a request 
to be at the meeting. When 
I was on my way there, 
Dorothy was pulling out. 
A day or two later I asked 
Dorothy ‘How come 
you left the meeting?’” 
Svedberg said. “She says 
well, the chairman came 
out and told her you’re not 
allowed to come inside, 
you’re going to have to 
leave. You’re not allowed 
at the meeting. I talked to 
the attorneys, and they said 
that’s a violation of the 
Open Meeting Law.”

Svedberg said he’d like 
to see the issue resolved 
soon.

“We have to put the 
past behind us,” he said. 
“I’m not here to point 
fingers at the old board. I 
just want to move ahead 
and do things proper. If 
the previous board made 
a mistake, they made a 
mistake. We’re not going 
to get anywhere grinding 
up this thing over and over. 
Let’s make sure Dorothy 
has access. Let’s get the 
access for those other 
properties.”

“What’s been done 
is not right,” Christensen 
said. “And we still have 
two owners on the road with 
no access to their property. 
We’re mostly concerned 
for the immediate time now 
in getting the road open for 
Dorothy, because this is a 
horrible thing.”

Editor’s note: The 
Timberjay called Owens 
Town Clerk Shirley Woods 
twice trying to obtain infor-
mation about the town-
ship’s position regarding 
the Derusha Rd. issue, 
but Woods refused to 
comment for the record, 
instead providing only the 
statement reported above. 
The Timberjay also tried 
to find a phone number to 
contact Mr. Koenck, but the 
number listed as current for 
him on the USPhoneBook 
website belonged to another 
individual. The Timberjay 
did not try using any of 
several numbers listed as 
previous numbers.

Left:An 
image of the 
Supervisors’ 
Road Order 
approved 
by Owens 
Township in 
1925, creating 
Derusha Road.

at The Shack

2nd WEEKEND 
OF DEER CAMP
ANNUAL PARTY
Saturday, November 11

5 Pm to CloSe

7075 Hwy. 169 • Pike River, MN

deer CamP 2023

muSIC
Free Food 

FuN

“Howdy!”
Come out for Fun, Food and  A Great Time!

4th Annual
Cook Covenant Dinner Theater

“A Wild West
 christmas”

Friday, Dec.1 • 6 p.m.
         Reserve seats now!
         218-666-5892
          (RSVPs close at High Noon
             Monday, November 20)
               ...Get ready to laugh ‘til 
                       your sides split!
                                                     All proceeds benefit 
                         the Cook Food Shelf

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

If you’re looking for a new
Tahoe or Suburban,

we have them in stock!

GreatGreat
Values!Values!

DriveDrive
One Home!One Home!



Enter to win each time
you visit any of

these businesses.

A FREE A FREE 
TurkeyTurkey

will be given away at each store.

45  chances to win!
Certificate for a FREE TURKEY

will be given to each winner
(up to $25 in value). 

Catching a Turkey has never been so easy!Catching a Turkey has never been so easy!
ORR
Orr Municipal Liquor Store
4521 Hwy. 53 • (218)757-3935
Pelican Bay Foods
Your handy grocery store on Hwy. 53
Lumber Orr Hardware
Full-service hardware and lumber

COOK
Northern Comfort Company
123 2nd St. SE • (218)666-9891
Cook Hospital & Care Center
10 SE 5th St • (218)666-5945
Park State Bank
Hwy 53 • (218)666-0393
North Star Credit Union
24 S River St • (218)666-5940
Cook VFW
Post 1757 • (218)666-0500
McDonald’s Cook
Hwy 53 • (218)666-0077
Waschke Family Chevrolet
Hwy 53 • Sales & Service
Cook Building Center
We’re at your service
Zup’s Grocery
Hwy. 53 • (218)666-0205
1st National Bank
Our specialty: money

EMBARRASS
Embarrass Vermillion Federal 
Credit Union
4880 Co Hwy 21 • (218)984-3501

TOWER/SOUDAN
Vermilion Land Office
700 MN-169, Tower • (218)753-8985
Vermilion Park Inn
30 Center St, Soudan • (218)753-2333
Little Green Pantry
615 Main St, Tower • (218)421-9133
Sulu’s Espresso Cafe
507 Main St, Tower • (218)753-5610
Rick’s Relics
405 Main St, Tower •(218)410-5065
Lamppa Manufacturing
9501 MN-135, Tower • (218)753-2330
Embarrass Vermillion Federal 
Credit Union
505 Main St, Tower • (218)753-4311
Soudan Store
Open daily
Tower-Soudan Agency
Your Independent Agent
UBetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St,Tower • (218)753-3422
Frandsen Bank-Tower
415 Main St,Tower • (218)753-6100
Zup’s Tower Grocery
Open 7 days a week • (218)753-2725
Vermilion Fuel & Food
Open daily in Tower
D’Erick’s
On & Off Sale Liquor, Tower • (218)753-4071

BABBITT
Zup’s Grocery
Shop for all your holiday needs • (218)827-3561
Range Cenex-Babbitt
For all your gas & convenience item needs.

ELY
Piragis
105 E Chapman St, Ely • (218)235-6135
Kwazy Wabbit
11 N Central Ave, Ely • (218)365-2333
Zup’s in Ely
Open 7 days a week • (218)365-3188
Frandsen Bank & Trust-Ely
102 E Sheridan St, Ely • (218)365-6121
Wintergreen Northern Wear LLC
205 Sheridan St, Ely • (218)365-6602
Ely Auto Service
1614 E Harvey St, Ely • (218)365-5994
M-Fri: 8 AM-5 PM
Dee’s Bar
17 E Sheridan St, Ely • (218)365-3896
Grand Ely Lodge
Come visit us at the Evergreen Restaurant
(218)365-6565
Ely Flower & Seed
Christmas trees, wreaths and poinsettias
Feed for all your indoor and outdoor friends
Ely Surplus
Quality goods, Affordable prices
Hours: M-Sat: 9-5; Sun: Closed
Mealey’s Gift & Sauna Shop
When in Ely, Shop at Mealey’s
Hours: M-Sat: 10-5; Sun: Closed
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Your local hardware headquarters
Range Cenex-Ely
For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Northridge Credit Union
1321 E Sheridan St, Ely • (877)672-2848
Ely Bloomenson Community
Hospital
328 W Conan St, Ely • (218)365-3271

Enter the Great Turkey Give-Away!Enter the Great Turkey Give-Away!
Last Day to enter is Wed., Nov. 15

Visit These Fine Local Businesses For All Your Holiday Needs!
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3 mi. east of Ely on Hwy 169 in Winton
218.365.3985 • www.brandauplumbing.com

D’Erick’s
Tower Liquor

Honoring
Veterans

753-4071
602 Main Street

Joe’s
Marine & 

Repair
Thank You Veterans!

25 W. Chapman St., Ely
365-6264 Honoring Veterans

Stay with Us!
• Breakfast Included •

218-753-2333
30 Center St., Soudan

HONORING VETERANS

www.waschkecook.com

ELY BLOOMENSON 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

218-365-3271
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY ROOM

Merhar’s Ace 
Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely

365-3129

ELY AUTO SERVICES
& TOWING

1614 E Harvey St., Ely 
218-365-5994

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Veterans...Thank You
For Serving Our Country

of COOK

FAMILY CHEVROLET

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

HOURS:
 M-F 8 am-6 pm,  Sat. 9 am-2 pm

1915 9th Ave. N, Virginia 

741-7007
4031 Dillon Road, Hibbing 

262-6681
120 Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

218-666-5504

Agent: TIM JOHNSON

“ For all your 
insurance needs.”

LVCC
Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center

Hwy 169
Box 659, Tower 55790

vermilionculturalcenter.org

6143 Pike Bay Drive, Tower
218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

2195 Twin Lakes Rd, Ely2195 Twin Lakes Rd, Ely
218-365-6210218-365-6210

Honoring VeteransHonoring Veterans
Past & PresentPast & Present

HONORING VETERANS

24 South River St., Cook, MN 55723
218-666-5940

www.NorthStarCreditUnion.org

Thank you Vets for
your service.

24 Hour ATM

LUMBER
ORR HARDWARE

4563 US-53, Orr, MN
218-757-3142

TOWER-SOUDAN 
AGENCY

218-753-2101
Main Street, Tower

THANK YOU VETS
929 E Sheridan St., Ely
651-260-4228

Jay Greeney
jmgreen40@earthlink.net

THANK YOU VETS
Stores in Cook, Tower, 
Ely,  Babbitt, Silver Bay

Affiliate of 2 Rivers Auctions

BATINICH
H Brigade H

In Loving Memory

George, Pete, Alex, Steve, 
Mitch, Tom

And in honor of Nick and 
nephew General Gary

Thank you for your service

Pizzas, Steak, Seafood,
Burgers, Salads

FULL BAR 

3191 Old Hwy 77
Tower • 218-753-6277

HONORING OUR VETERANS

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Hwy. 169 on the left as 
you enter Tower from the west.

 218-235-1051
www.marjo-motel.com

Tower, MN

Recliners, Gifts, Rugs, 
Nordic Furnishings

303 Main St., Tower
218-753-3313

THANK YOU VETS

Our Deepest
Gratitude to our

Veterans

• parkstatebank.com • 214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN 
218-741-9356

Honoring Our
Veterans

Honoring
Veterans

BATINICH
H Brigade H

Barb Hegg
218-666-6183

Cook, MN

THANK YOU VETS!

VERMILION
STORAGE

D&D
ACCOUNTING

The American Legion and these area businesses salute our military veterans of all eras this
November 11-and every day. Thank you for serving America with honor, courage

and commitment.

NOVEMBER 11, 2023

Hwy 53, Cook, MN

FREE McCafe’ beverage 
for Veterans

Honoring Veterans
Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

FOODS

Hwy. 53, Orr, MN
218.757.3900

Groceries, Fresh Meat
& Produce, Deli, Fuel

RANGE

- 46 W. Sheridan, Ely
218-365-6765

- 25 Central Blvd., Babbitt
218-827-2499

HONORING VETERANS

218-269-1039 
      Serving 

      Cook, 
     Tower, 
     & Ely

 

VERMILLION
ROOFING

vermillionroofing.com

THANK YOU VETS

218-780-2242
5358 HWY 169, TOWER

Honoring
Veterans

747 E SHERIDAN ST, ELY
218-365-4853

218-753-6100
415 main St, Tower

THANK YOU VETS

Honoring Our
Veterans



REGIONAL- North Woods junior 
cross country runner Alex Burckhardt 
turned in an all-state level performance 
last Saturday in the Class A State 
Championship at the University of 
Minnesota’s Les Bolstad Golf Course 
in Falcon Heights.

With 960 runners in three classes, 
160 per race, toeing the start line 
and thousands of cheering spectators 
crowding the white-pennant-lined 
course, the atmosphere was electric. 
Sunshine and temperatures in the low-
to-mid 40s were ideal, but the course 
not quite so much. For the first state 
meet run at Bolstad in 30 years, an 
early week snowfall had melted away, 
leaving the undulating hilly course soft 

and in some spots wet and muddy. The 
winding layout afforded spectators 
multiple views of races in progress, 
particularly for those willing to dash 
across greens, fairways, and roughs to 
different vantage points. The crowds 

  THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                              November 10, 2023    1B

Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

Ely overpowers Floodwood, 
draws Mayer Lutheran in 
first round of state tourney

Grizzlies 
rocked, 
then rolled

Area runners perform well on soggy course

VOLLEYBALL

Burckhardt lands all-state honors at state meet
MINNESOTA STATE CROSS COUNTRY

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

SECTION CHAMPS, AGAIN

See RUNNERS...pg. 2B

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

The Grizzlies’ Addy Hartway 
gets the ball past a 
Floodwood defender in 
their semi-final tilt last 
Wednesday night. 

Left: North Woods junior and 
South Ridge runner Alex 
Burckhardt (bib number 549)   
finished in 20th place to make 
the all-state team at this year’s 
state cross country meet.

Right: Freshman Molly Brophy, 
of Ely, who topped the Section 7 
girls finals, finished in 40th place 
at the state meet. 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

SECTION 7A VOLLEYBALL PLAYOFFS

photo by V. Ranua

photo by D. Colburn

VIRGINA- A jubi-
lant celebration erupted at 
Rock Ridge High School 
on Saturday as the Ely 
Timberwolves and their 
fans rejoiced after earning a 
repeat trip to the Class A state 
volleyball tournament with a 
3-1 win over Floodwood in 
the Section 7A final.

While the Polar Bears 
got a do-or-die 
26-24 win in the 
third set, the loss 
was a mere blip 
in Ely’s overall 
dominance of 
the match. The 
Wolves breezed 
t h rough  the 
open ing  s e t 
25-13, handily 
controlled the 
second 25-18, 
and ran away with the match 
in the fourth set, winning 
25-10.

It was déjà vu for the 
Wolves, who thumped the 
Polar Bears 3-1 in last year’s 
sectional final for their first 
trip to state.

For Ely Head Coach 
Megan Wognum,  the 
outcome was something 

the Wolves have 
b e e n  p o i n t -
ing toward all 
season.

“We always 
wanted to get 
here, but it was 
no easy feat,” 
she said. “On 
W e d n e s d a y 
(against South 
Ridge) we had 
to really battle. 

Three of the first four sets 
were 25-23, so it wasn’t easy, 
it really wasn’t.”

The Panthers gave the 
Wolves their sternest test of 
the tournament, and one of 

Above: Ely players and 
coaches give a cheer 
as they pose with 
their Section 7A 
championship trophy. 

Right: Ely senior 
Hannah Penke goes 
up for a kill against a 
Floodwood defender.

See  CHAMPS...pg. 2B

Ely Head Coach
Megan Wognum

“We always 
wanted to get 

here, but it was 
no easy feat.

photos by D. Colburn

photo by D. Colburn

VIRGINIA- The North 
Woods volleyball season came to 
an abrupt end last week in the 7A 
sectional semifinals at Rock Ridge 
High School when the Floodwood 
Polar Bears came storming back 
from a 2-0 set deficit to defeat the 
Grizzlies 3-2 and move on to the 
sectional finals.

The Grizzlies knew they’d 
have their hands full in this match, 
as the Polar Bears won their regular 
season match at North Woods 3-2.

The Grizzlies wasted no time 
taking control from an opening 
service ace by Tori Olson. North 
Woods quickly zoomed to a 7-1 
lead, with Lauren Burnett getting 
the Grizzlies second ace of the 
set in a 5-0 run. But the Grizzlies 
leveled their biggest blow of the 
set after Madison Dantes scored 
on a well placed pop over the 
net. With Dantes serving, the 
Grizzlies went from an 8-6 lead to 
17-6, with setter Talise Goodsky 
scoring on a couple of quick flips 
and a block as North Woods had 
the Polar Bears completely out 
of sync. North Woods closed out 
a dominant performance with an 
8-3 run to win the first set 25-10.

The Grizzlies played from 
behind in the first part of the 
second set, but used kills by Addy 
Hartway and Isabel Pascuzzi to 
forge multiple ties. With Hartway 
serving at 14-14, North Woods 
reeling off six consecutive points 
that included kills by Pascuzzi and 
River Cheney to take a 20-14 lead. 
Cheney picked up the set winner 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor



were largest and loudest 
around the long downhill 
finish chute.

Burckhardt, running 
as part of the South Ridge 
Panthers team, entered the 
race as the 20th fastest 
qualifier, and that’s exactly 
where he ended up, clock-
ing a time of 16:47.3. His 
top-25 finish, 24 places 
higher than last year’s 
state meet, earned him an 
all-state award certificate.

“Alex really closed in 
on the competition over 
the last mile,” said South 
Ridge Head Coach Jeremy 
Polson. “It was definitely a 
great race for a junior. He 
returns as the number ten 
(runner) in the state for next 
season.”

Qualifying for state as 
a team by virtue of their 
7A sectional runner-up 
finish, the South Ridge 
boys featured two other 
North Woods runners on 
Saturday, seventh-grader 
Khalil Spears and sopho-
more Lincoln Antikainen. 
Spears, the only seventh 
grader to qualify for the 
race, turned in a time 
of 17:57.8, good enough 
for 103rd. Antikainen 
placed 134th with a time 
of 18:38.9.

“Khalil ran well for a 
seventh grader in his first 
state meet ever,” Polson 
said. “There aren’t many 
seventh graders in the 
country running at the 
level he is at. It is going to 
be exciting to see what the 
future holds for him.”

And the future looks 
promising overall for the 
South Ridge boys team, 
Polson noted.

“The boys team returns 
all of the scoring runners, 
so finishing 12th in our 
first-ever state meet was a 
huge accomplishment for 
the team,” he said.

The South Ridge girls 

won the 7A sectional title, 
and three North Woods 
runners led the way for the 
Panthers on Saturday.

Eighth grader Zoey 
Burckhardt emerged as a 
team leader after senior 
Evelyn Brodeen went down 
early in the season with an 
injury, and Burckhardt was 
the fastest Panther around 
the course on Saturday, 
finishing 54th with a time 
of 20:26.1.

That Brodeen made 
a return to the state meet 
after last year’s 16th-place 
finish was remarkable, 
given her six-week layoff 
from running due to her 

leg injury. In a gutsy per-
formance, Brodeen turned 
in the second-best time for 
South Ridge, clocking in 
at 19:30.3 and 84th place.

“Evelyn stepped up 
and really ran well con-
sidering how little she has 
trained over the last couple 
of weeks,” Polson said. 

J u n i o r  A d d i s o n 
Burckhardt ran shoul-
der- to-shoulder  wi th 
Brodeen for much of the 
race and finished 87th with 
a time of 21:10.4.

The North Woods trio 
were the top finishers for 
the South Ridge team, 
which placed 13th. Thanks 

to their sectional win, the 
girls will get one more run 
this coming Sunday at the 
Nike Heartland Regional 
Championships in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., which features 
the best teams from a sev-
en-state region.
Ely runners

Ely returned two veter-
ans to state competition this 
year, and both improved on 
last year’s performances.

It’s hard to look at the 
youthful Molly Brophy and 
think “veteran,” but the 
freshman phenom cracked 
the state field last year as an 
eighth-grader and returned 

this year as the Section 
7A champion. She was 
hampered by a side ache 
that dogged her most of 
the race, Ely Head Coach 
Jayne Dusich said, but still 
managed to improve on last 
year’s performance. Her 
time of 20.17.15, about a 
minute slower than sec-
tionals, was good enough 
for 46th place, eight spots 
better and four seconds 
faster than in 2022. Had 
she been able to reproduce 
her sectional performance 
of 19:12, Brophy would 
have finished in the top ten.

Junior Caid Chittum 
was intent on improving 
from his 100th-place finish 
in 2022, and he made a huge 
leap up the leaderboard on 
Saturday, coming in 60th 
with a time of 17:16.5.

“The first mile was 
crowded and got narrow in 
some places,” said Dusich. 
“Caid ran well -- 17:16 is 
close to his best time and 
faster than last year’s time 
of 17:49, moving up 40 
places, so it was a good 
ending to this season.”
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Left: Ely junior  
Caid Chittum 
works through 
a crowd of 
runners.

Right: North 
Wood’s 
seventh-grader 
Khalil Spears was 
one of the only 
seventh-graders 
competing.

Far right: 
North Woods 
senior Evelyn 
Brodeen recovered 
from a leg injury 
this season to finish 
84th at state.

RUNNERS...Continued from page 1B

their toughest matches of 
the season. Ely led almost 
the entire first set before a 
South Ridge block gave the 
Panthers a 23-22 lead on 
the way to a 25-23 win. It 
was much the same in the 
second, with South Ridge 
pulling even at 23-23 late, 
but solid defensive play set 
up two Panthers’ errors and 
a Wolves win, 25-23.

The teams traded the 
lead early in the third, 
with Ely going up to stay 
at 11-10 on a block by 
Audrey Kallberg and 
Clare Thomas. Ely got big 
kills from Lilli Rechichi, 
Thomas and Kallberg down 
the stretch, with Kallberg 
notching the set-winning 
kill for the 25-20 win. 
South Ridge led for most 
of the fourth set, forcing 
the match to a fifth set with 
a 25-23 win. Ely’s poise 
came to the fore in the fifth 
as the Wolves built a five-
point lead before taking the 
match with a 15-11 win.

With the Panthers out 
of the way and their sights 
set on a return to state, the 
20-7 Wolves weren’t about 
to let Floodwood stand in 
their way. A trio of Thomas 
kills sparked a run that gave 
Ely a 15-9 lead, and the 
Wolves breezed to a 25-13 
first set win. 

Floodwood’s inability 
to land shots inside the 
stripes factored mightily in 

the Wolves’ 25-18 second 
set win, with Hannah Penke 
getting the set-winning kill.

Ely couldn’t pull 
away in the third set, and 
Floodwood broke a 24-24 
tie when Kenzie Kiminski 
dunked the ball at the net 
and then won the set 26-24 
on a Kiminski block.

Rather than deflating 
the Wolves, the loss seemed 
to energize them, as they 
immediately took a 2-0 
lead behind the serve of 
Sarah Visser. The Wolves 
were up by two, 9-7, when 
a soft pop shot by Kallberg 
and stingy defense ignited a 

run that staked Ely to a 16-7 
advantage. Fully in charge, 
the Wolves steamrolled 
through the rest of the set 
on a 9-3 run to win the set 
and match 25-10.

Key to the Wolves’ 
dominance was the fact 
that Floodwood could not 
key up to stop any one Ely 
hitter, because Sarah Visser, 
with 39 set assists, spread 
the ball around effectively. 
Rechichi led the Wolves 
with 14 kills, Kallberg and 
Penke had ten each, and 
Thomas knocked down 
eight. Visser led the team 
in digs with 18, Thomas 

had 17, and Kallberg and 
Penke again had ten each.

Wognum called out 
the entire team’s versatility 
when talking about the win.

“We’re very sound 
offensively and we have a 
lot to offer,” she said. “We 
have a lot of different kinds 
of sets that we can use and 
different types of hitters 
that we can utilize for situ-
ations where we’re getting 
blocked or shut down. It’s 
really nice to be able to be 
versatile like that. We got 
a little stuck and kind of in 
our heads a little bit, but 
then we kind of shook out 

of it and we finished with 
a good game.”

Wognum said her team 
was eager and excited 
for the return to the state 
tourney, particularly after 
competitive performances 
against some of the top 
Class A teams in the state 
at the Minnesota Class 
A Showcase Tournament 
in Burnsville. Five of the 
teams at that tournament, 
including Ely, qualified for 
the state tournament, and 
while the Wolves dropped 
all five matches they played 
that weekend, they were 
without the services of 
senior Hannah Penke.

The Wolves head into 
the state tourney at full 
strength, and they’ll need 
everyone to be at the top 
of their games against 
first-round opponent Mayer 
Lutheran, a rematch of last 
year’s opening round match 
that the Wolves lost 3-1. 
Three-time state champion 
and state runner-up last 
year, the Crusaders are 
seeded second and ranked 
second in Class A, com-
piling a 26-6 record with 
a schedule loaded with 20 
matches against Class AA 
and higher schools. As one 
of the three lowest-ranked 
teams in the tourney, the 
Wolves were paired against 
Mayer Lutheran by luck of 
the draw. 

The Wolves lost seven 

seniors from last year’s 
squad, but those on the team 
who made the trip last year 
will be a steadying force 
this year, Wognum said. 

“There’s a lot of girls 
on our team that haven’t 
experienced state, but for 
the ones that did I definitely 
think it made them want 
to go even more, now that 
they know what to expect,” 
Wognum said.

And at this point in 
the season, Ely will stick 
with what’s brought them 
success thus far.

“We have to kind of 
stick with what we are 
doing because it’s working 
for us,” Wognum said. 
“Every now and then if we 
run into a situation where 
there’s an error or we have 
consistent errors we’ll try to 
switch it up a little bit. But 
we’re going to go forward 
with what we’ve been 
working on all season.”

Thursday’s quarterfi-
nal against Mayer Lutheran 
was scheduled to tip at 7 
p.m. at the Xcel Energy 
Center in St. Paul. The tour-
nament was scheduled to 
run through Saturday. The 
Timberjay will post updates 
on the Wolves’ matches on 
its webpage and Facebook 
page.

on a kill for a 25-17 win and a 2-0 
lead in the match.

North Woods got off to a quick 5-1 
lead in the third, but Floodwood came 
back to make it a slugfest. The Polar 
Bears took the lead for good at 11-10 
and led by as many as eight before the 
Grizzlies pulled back to within 23-20. 
But a North Woods block sailed wide 
and Floodwood’s Logan Hart gave 
the Polar Bears their first win of the 
night, 25-20, with an ace.

Like the Grizzlies in the first set, 
the Polar Bears in the fourth looked 
like they might run away at the outset, 
forcing North Woods Head Coach 
Kandi Olson to call timeout at 8-2. 
A Floodwood error at 11-3 gave the 
ball back to the Grizzlies, and with 
Hartway getting a big block and a 
pair of Pascuzzi kills North Woods 
was right back into it trailing just 
11-9. Another Floodwood run put 
the Polar Bears up 18-11, but North 
Woods clawed back to a 20-20 tie on 
smart scores by Burnett and Goodsky. 
But the Grizzlies didn’t have enough 
left in the tank to complete the drive, 
with Floodwood taking a 25-21 win 
to even the match 2-2.

The Polar Bears looked confi-
dent coming back out on the floor 
for the fifth set, and Floodwood’s 
Kenzie Kiminiski, the team’s big 
hitter, instead used deception to 

pop over three quick shots to holes 
in the Grizzlies defense for scores. 
North Woods took a time out trailing 
7-4, then had to take another with 
Floodwood forging a 10-5 advan-
tage. North Woods was down 14-9 
when Hartway staved off elimination 
with a block on Kiminiski, and after 
Floodwood mishandled a set Pazcuzzi 
slammed a kill to get the Grizzlies 
within two, 14-12. But the Grizzlies 
dreams of reaching the sectional final 
went up in smoke when Floodwood 
angled a shot across the front of the 
North Woods defense that fell just 
inside the opposite sideline for 15-12 
win and comeback match victory.

Olson commented on the play of 
both squads after the match.

“We practiced so well this week 
and we came out so hot,” Olson said. 
“That’s exactly what I was expecting 
out of them, but we had to expect 
Floodwood was going to pour on the 
steam and fight for their lives, and 
they came back at us hard in that third 
game. But I have to give props to my 
kids because they just kept fighting 
hard throughout, and a I feel like they 
did a great job.”

Olson noted that it was tough for 
the Grizzlies to counter Floodwood’s 
momentum as the match progressed.

“We had a lot of times where 
Floodwood had runs of a few points 

and it was really a battle to get those 
points back,” Olson said. “But once 
we realized we could do it we were 
able to pull back up again.”

Olson agreed that Floodwood got 
better at finding holes in the Grizzlies 
defense.

“I feel like it was probably a little 
bit of us being a little tight and tense 
because we really knew we were 
going to have to pour it on them, and 
them just looking at things and seeing 
where our holes were.”

North Woods finished the season 
with a record of 20-6 and was rated 
the 26th best team in Class A out of 
152 schools. It was the best season 
for a Grizzlies squad since finishing 
24-4 in 2018.

“Honestly, from the beginning 
to the end of the season they grew 
so much,” Olson said. “Even at the 
end here, I felt like the growth was 
exponential. They were just learning 
new things and working hard every 
day and coming out with a better and 
better attitude every day to want to go 
as far as they could.”

Ely teammates celebrate moments after their championship win on Saturday.
photo by D. Colburn

Cook VFW

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757
(218)666-0500

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

1/3 LB BURGER - $6

Open: Wed-Mon:
Noon to Closing

(Closed Tuesday)
HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM

Thursday: BINGO
Opens: 5 PM

Games Start: 6:30 PM

Pull Tabs (Lic #00390)

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs



Mark D. Duame 
Mark Doyle “Muk” 

Duame, 61, of Mt. Iron, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Nov. 2, 2023. A memorial 
service will be held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 11 
at Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook. Visitation will 
be held one hour prior to 
the service. Lunch and fel-
lowship will follow at the 
VFW in Cook. 

Mark was born on 
June 6, 1962, in Virginia, 
to Dennis and Jill Menelli 
Duame. He grew up and 
lived on Lake Vermilion 
beside Duame’s Marina. 
After high school, Mark’s 
adventurous and fearless 
love to travel led him to 
take a construction job 
at Larsen Bay Lodge on 
Kodiak Island in Alaska. 
When he returned home, 
he continued his carpen-
ter career; he had been 
a member of Carpenters 
Local 606 since 1998 and 
most recently working for 
Alesch Construction.

Mark never gave 
up his love of traveling 
and considered himself a 
“wanderer”. Among his 
other adventures, he was 
able to return to Kodiak 
Island a few times during 
his life. Another of his 
memorable trips was tak-
ing the Amtrak to Califor-
nia with his grandpa Rus-
sell.

In his younger years, 
Mark enjoyed hunting and 
fishing. He was a natural-
ly talented artist; he could 
pick up anything and draw 
it. He also painted and was 
an excellent woodworker. 
He made many items that 
he loved to give to other 
people, including a rock-
ing chair for his niece 
Kayla. Mark was a history 
buff and enjoyed anything 
to do with old military 
memorabilia. If he was 
watching TV, it was usual-
ly a war history show.

Mark enjoyed getting 
together with family and 
friends and also enjoyed 
going to different func-
tions. Mark had a great 
sense of humor; he en-
joyed razzing people and 
drawing some question-
able, but humorous, birth-
day cards for his family. 
He mischievously enjoyed 
being sarcastic, but in 

good form. Mark’s family 
lovingly remembers him 
as “a really good guy with 
a kind heart”. He will be 
dearly missed by all.

Mark is survived by 
his wife, Tammy Duame; 
daughter, Ashley (Alex) 
St. Clair and their children 
Rian and Brooks; stepson, 
Kyle Aune; siblings, Mike 
(Kathy) Duame, Lisa 
Holter and Brian Duame; 
and numerous nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Dennis and Jill Duame; 
aunt, Susan Mattson; 
and two brothers-in-law, 
Gary Bamberg and James 
“Ding” Holter.

Luvern Sauerbry 
Luvern “Dutch” Sau-

erbry, 96, longtime Lake 
Vermilion summer res-
ident, passed away on 
Monday, Oct. 23, 2023, to 
reunite with his beloved 
best friend, Lois. Memori-
al donations can be made 
in honor of Dutch to the 
Fisher House Foundation, 
part of the Minneapolis 
VA.

Dutch and Lois 
bought a tiny cabin on 
Pine Island in 1969, later 
building a new cabin in 
the same bay. Lake Ver-
milion was truly their hap-
py place. They found great 
joy in entertaining family 
and friends at the lake. If 
you knew them, please 
raise a glass to toast their 
wonderful life together. 
Dutch will raise a Man-
hattan back to you!

Dutch is survived by 
his daughter, Jane (Mike) 
Travis; sons, Steve (Lau-
rie) Sauerbry and Jim 
(Sarah) Sauerbry; eight 
grandchildren; eighteen 
great-grandchildren; and 
one great-great-grand-
child.
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Russell W. Berg
Russell William Berg, 

93, dedicated veteran, 
family man and Vikings 
fan, crossed over peace-
fully to the mystical Val-
halla on Thursday, Sept. 
21, 2023, in Rockford, Ill., 
holding the hand of his 
beloved wife of 72 years, 
Theresa. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, July 5, 2024, 
at St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church in Tower.   

Russ was born on 
Sept. 18, 1930, in Tower, 
to Christian and Virginia 
Bruneau Berg. He attend-
ed Tower-Soudan schools 
and encountered his life-
long passions of sports, 
education, and the love of 
his life, Theresa Pavlich.

Russ worked a variety 
of jobs starting around age 
ten, from delivering ice 
to running the projector 
at the Rex Theater. Af-
ter graduating from high 
school in 1948, he moved 
to Milwaukee to work at 
Allis-Chalmers and be 
closer to Theresa, who had 
moved to Chicago to live 
with her sister and work 
at the Merchandise Mart. 
Russ and Theresa got to-
gether on weekends and 
saw many celebrities per-
form. They loved to dance 
and were usually the last 
ones on the dance floor. 

Russ returned to the 
Range to work in the Sou-
dan Mine. He and Theresa 
were married at St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower in 1951. He then 
enlisted in the Air Force, 
starting a 20-year military 

career. Russ valued his 
family above all else and 
to better provide for them, 
he pursued an education 
while serving in the Air 
Force. Russ was the first 
in his family to earn a col-
lege degree, a BA in Phys-
ical Education at UMD.  

In 1955 their first 
child Mitchell was born 
in Soudan. Russ said that 
the loss of Mitchell in 
2015 was the most diffi-
cult thing he experienced 
in his life. Daughter Mi-
chele was born in Duluth 
in 1964, and shortly after-
ward they moved overseas 
to Okinawa, where Dan 
was born in 1965.  

Russ served in Spe-
cial Reconnaissance in 
Korea and Vietnam. As a 
Master Sargent, his final 
assignment was as a re-
cruiter in Rockford, Ill., 
where he completed a 
Master’s Degree in Edu-
cation at Northern Illinois 
University.  

After retiring from 
the service, he and There-
sa, who had also earned a 
BA and later a Master’s in 
Education, took teaching 
positions in Loves Park, 
Ill. Russ initially taught 
physical education, then 
served as the head of the 
driver education program 
at Harlem High School. 
By the end of his teaching 
career, Russ had earned 
the equivalent of a doctor-
ate degree.  

Russ and Theresa 
resided and worked in 
Rockford, yet returned to 
Minnesota each summer 
and on many holidays. Af-

ter retiring, they spent half 
the year in each location. 
Russ always considered 
Minnesota home; there 
was no place he would 
rather be than Valhalla, 
the name of the mytholog-
ical Viking heaven that he 
gave to his home on Ea-
gles Nest Lake. It was an 
appropriate reflection of 
his Scandinavian heritage 
and love of the Minnesota 
Vikings.  

Valhalla is truly the 
“house that Russ built” 
along with Theresa and his 
brother Ray. They poured 
the cement foundation by 
hand, sawed every board, 
hammered every nail, and 
miraculously lifted the 
heavy roof beams into 
place. They installed the 
plumbing and electricity 
lying on their backs in a 
small crawl space. Theresa 
stained every board while 
also raising three children 
and hosting the extended 
family who came to visit 
in the summertime.  

Russ was devoted to 
his community, attending 
church every Sunday at 
Holy Family Church in 
Rockford or St. Martin’s 
in Tower, where he and 
Theresa were members 
of the choir. He had a 
standing table after Mass 
at the Tower Cafe where 
he generously paid the 
bill for whomever joined.  
Russ was a member of the 
Rockford Elks Club, Tow-
er Lions Club and Eagles 
Nest Seniors.  

As a longtime Ameri-
can Legion member, Russ 
assisted with bingo and 
the Fourth of July pan-
cake breakfast. Leading 
the parade with the Color 
Guard was Russ’s biggest 
goal and honor of the year. 
He did so until age 90 and 
the arrival of COVID. He 
would prepare by walking 
on Walsh Road in Eagles 
Nest, surprising many by 
his determination and by 
choosing to walk down 
the center of the road.  

Like most boys grow-
ing up on the Iron Range, 
Russ learned to hunt and 
fish yet it wasn’t until he 
retired that he was able 
to enjoy doing so again, 
with his nephew Bob and 
brother Don. Bob and wife 
Jane were the kind care-
takers of Valhalla when 

Russ was in Illinois. In his 
final years, Russ shifted 
from duck hunter to duck 
feeder with over 80 ducks 
in his yard at times.

Russ enjoyed play-
ing cards, especially the 
Range favorites, cribbage 
and schmear. His prima-
ry enjoyment was sports; 
he played sports, taught 
sports, and worked as a 
referee and umpire. Each 
day before dinner he 
would play football, base-
ball or basketball with 
his three children. Russ 
also made sure they were 
exposed to activities like 
karate, gymnastics and 
swimming at the YMCA. 

In later years Russ 
shifted from playing to 
watching sports on tele-
vision. He enjoyed watch-
ing tennis, the Twins, the 
Cubs, and his favorite, the 
Vikings. A few times he 
had the thrill of viewing 
them from the Metrodome 
press box with his lifelong 
friend from Tower, Marsh 
Nelson, who was the Vi-
kings game announcer 
from 1965-96. 

Russ was known 
for expressing his disap-
pointment in the Vikings’ 
performance yet he al-
ways remained a faithful 
fan. He watched his last 
game on Sunday, Sept. 
10, dressed in a Vikings 
T-shirt and pants, covered 
by his Vikings blanket. 
He died in the same proud 
purple attire.

Russ is survived by 
his wife, Theresa Pavlich 
Berg of Rockford and Ea-
gles Nest; his caregiver 
daughter, Michele “Mica” 
Berg Cascarano of Mil-
waukee, Wis.; son, Dan 
(Cathy) Berg of Rockford; 
daughter-in-law, Nan-
cy Berg of Machesney 
Park, Ill.; grandchil-
dren, Ben (Rachel) Berg 
and great-grandchildren 
Anna and Cameron of 
Machesney Park, Ill., 
Samantha (Bryan) Bem 
of Cottage Grove, Dan-
ny Berg of Lakewood, 
Colo., and Abby Berg of 
Rockford; brothers, Ray 
and Darrell, both of Tow-
er-Soudan; sister, Darlene 
Mesojedec of Virginia; 
and sister-in-law, Aggie 
(Tony) Yapel of St. Paul.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Christian and Virgin-
ia Bruneau Berg; son, 
Mitchell; brother, Don 
(Mary Ann) Berg; sisters-
in-law, Lorraine Berg and 
Carol Berg; sister, Chris-
tine (David) Parks; and 
brother-in-law, Paul Me-
sojedec.

Clifford L. and 
Christine L. Johnson

Clifford Leonard 
Johnson, 78, and Christine 
Louise Karkinen Johnson, 
78, of Babbitt, died tragi-
cally at their residence on 
Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023. 
Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16 at Range Fu-
neral Home in Virginia. 

They are survived 
by their daughter, Err-
in; granddaughter, Falen 
(Quincy); great-grand-
daughter, Vinnie; Clif-
ford’s brothers, Waino 
W. Johnson of Ironwood, 
Mich., Edward E. (Sharon) 
Johnson Jr. of Duluth and 
Timothy Lee Johnson of 
Ontonagan, Mich.; Chris-
tine’s brothers, Eric (Co-
zette) of Oak Grove and 
Les (Mary Lou) Karkinen 
of Gilbert; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Lois Warren
Lois Jeno Warren, 84, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, at 
her home.

Funeral services were 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 8 
at Grace Lutheran Church 
in Ely. Arrangements were 
with Landmark Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

Terrence J. Bosch 
Terrence “Terry” Jul 

Bosch, 71, of Ely, passed 
away on Sunday, Oct. 
29, 2023, surrounded by 
his loving family after a 
courageous hard-fought 
battle with cancer. A Fu-
neral Mass was held on 
Monday, Nov. 6 at St. An-
thony’s Church in Ely. Fu-
neral arrangements were 
entrusted to Kerntz Funer-
al Home of Ely.  

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 44 years, 
Joni Schwab Bosch: four 
children, Kelly (George) 

Rajkovich and their chil-
dren Autum, Layla and 
Addison, Jami (Robert) 
Stepec and their children 
Cole and Jace, Casey 
(Mike) Vieau and their 
children Emma, Scarlett, 
Brian and Clare, and Dan 
(Kelsey Velcheff) Bosch; 
sisters, Valerie LaRocque, 
Deb (Dale) Sedlezky, Pam 
(Mark) Anderson, San-
dy (Randy) Weishaar and 
Kathy (Jeff) Miller; moth-
er-in-law, Dolores (Heit) 
Schwab; sisters-in-law, 
Kristi (Doug) Vang, Shir-
ley (Steve) Brock, Deb-
bie Adahl and Julie (Vern 
Church) Schwab; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Elizabeth J. Erickson 
Elizabeth “Betty” 

Joan Niemi Erickson, 80, 
lifelong resident of Ely, 
passed away at Boundary 
Waters Care Center in Ely 
on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. 
There will not be a public 

memorial at this time, but 
there will be a celebration 
of life for close family and 
friends in the summer of 
2024. Memorial donations 
may be made to Boundary 
Waters Care Center in Ely. 
Betty fought vigilantly for 
the survival of the center 
and the work done there 
was always close to her 
heart. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

She is survived by 
her son, Bernie Erickson; 
granddaughters, Rachel 
Thunde (Sam), Emily, 
Madeline and Isabel Er-
ickson; great-grandson, 
Noah Thunde; and many 
colleagues, family and 
friends.

THANK YOU!
Kugler Township would like to thank

Eric and Carol Norberg, and their
company Vermilion Energy Advisors, 
who raised and donated all the funds 

needed for the construction of the new 
pickleball court at Kugler Town Hall.

The community will be using this 
recreation area for years to come.

Kugler Township Board of Supervisors

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
Grand Ely Lodge, 400 N Pioneer Rd, Ely

Saturday, November 18 • 9-3

2nd ANNUAL

25+ Makers and Vendors

Kick start your holiday shopping!

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950



REGIONAL— Hunters 
in the North Country mostly 
struggled to find deer during the 
opening weekend of the regular 
firearms deer season, even as 
there were pockets of relatively 
good success. Overall, however, 
deer registrations across north-
eastern Minnesota were down 
19 percent over last year’s dis-
appointing numbers and were 
off a whopping 40 percent over 
the five-year average. 

Not surprisingly, hunter 
complaints were widespread. 
“The reports have 
been coming in,” 
said Jess Holmes, the 
DNR’s Tower area 
wildlife manager. 
“We’re hearing from 
camps with eight 
hunters and just one 
deer,” she said. 

The numbers 
come as no surprise, 
said Holmes, who 
predicted the harvest 
would be down after 
last winter’s extend-
ed deep snow cover. 
“What we’re hearing is spot-on 
with what we expected,” said 
Holmes, who noted that a string 
of moderate-to-severe winters 
has clearly depleted the region’s 
deer population.

Holmes said she’s heard 
plenty of complaints from 
hunters about wolves, and said 
many hunters reported seeing 

wolves from their stands. She 
said the low deer density is likely 

a factor that’s keeping 
wolves on the move so 
they’re more likely to 
be spotted. “They’re 
hard-pressed to find 
food themselves,” 
she said.

A n  i n c i d e n t 
reported by Babbitt-
area CO Anthony 
Bermel suggests that 
the wolves are taking 
unusual risks in their 
quest for food. “One 
hunter had an encoun-
ter with three wolves 

that ran to his deer shortly after 
the shot,” stated Bermel in his 
weekly report. “After getting 
his deer back from the wolves 
and field dressing it, the wolves 
made quick work of the gut pile 
and then ran down the power 
line toward the sound of another 
gun shot.”

While most hunters strug-

gled to find deer, those in the 
border country near International 
Falls and those hunting south of 
the Iron Range reported the 
most success. Both International 
Falls-based COs reported some 
deer camps were reporting a 
good harvest to date, while 
others had yet to see deer. That 
success was evident in the 302 
deer registered in PA 107 through 
Monday, the second highest 
number of registrations in any 
of the nine permit areas tracked 
by the Timberjay. Hunters in 
PA 178, located south of the 
Iron Range in central St. Louis 
County, registered 549 deer 
through the first three days of the 
season, the highest of any local 
permit areas. Those two permit 
areas accounted for half of the 
deer registered within the permit 

areas covered by the Timberjay. 
The connection between 

winter severity and hunter 
success seems apparent in those 
results. Both PA 107 and 178 saw 
some of the lowest snow totals 
in the region last winter, which 
likely  boosted deer survival in 
those areas. Indeed, the western 
half of PA 107 never exceeded 
a winter severity index, or 
WSI, of 75, which is indicative 
of a mild-to-moderate winter. 
Likewise, the vast majority of 
PA 178 finished last winter with 
a WSI reading of under 105, 
indicating a moderate winter. 

Holmes said hunter success 
has matched up perfectly so 
far with the WSI maps from 
last winter. “That’s where you 

REGIONAL— Humans have 
significantly altered the landscape 
of northeastern Minnesota and those 
changes appear to be helping wolves 
prey more effectively on whitetailed 
deer and their fawns. That’s the 
conclusion of new research from the 
Voyageurs Wolf Project which was 
recently published in the journal 
Ecological Applications. 

“The premise is really quite 
simple,” said Dr. Thomas Gable, 
a postdoctoral researcher at the 

University of Minnesota and 
co-lead author of the study. “Human 
activities change where deer are 
on the landscape, and wolves go 
where the deer are. Plus, humans 
have done an excellent job of cre-
ating and maintaining a diverse, 
well-connected web of roads, trails, 
and other cleared linear features 
that are ideal corridors for wolves 
to hunt deer,” said Gable.

From logging to the creation 
of roads and trails and other infra-
structure, like power lines, humans 
have fundamentally reshaped where 
wolves hunt and kill deer fawns, 
according to the research.

Most logging in northern 
Minnesota involves clear-cutting 
forests. After forests have been 
cleared, dense stands of young 
saplings provide prime food for 
deer and provide excellent hiding 
spots for newborn fawns. However, 
wolves seem to know that these 
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Finds that roads, trails, and logging are making fawns more susceptible to predation

Area Deer HarvestArea Deer Harvest
Results through Monday, Nov. 6
Year     Bucks   Antlerless  Total
2019     1,730 648    2,378
2020       NA NA     NA
2021 1,684 488    2,172 
2022 1,188 323    1,509
2023 1,326 398    1,724
Preliminary harvest totals for permit 
areas in northern St. Louis and Lake 
counties, including  107, 109, 117, 118, 
119, 130, 176, 177, and 178.

Webinar to focus 
on preparations 
for a BWCAW trip

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

2023 REGULAR FIREARMS DEER SEASON

Rail authority 
postpones 
decision on 
Vermilion 
trail request

Outdoors briefly

WILDLIFE RESEARCH

Study: Human impacts may be helping wolves hunt

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Right: A composite image 
showing a female wolf carrying 
a dead whitetailed deer fawn 
back to her pups near 
Voyageurs National Park. 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Harvest slips again
See TRAIL..pg. 5B

See STUDY...pg. 5B

See OPENER...pg. 5B

Area deer registrations show hunters are having a bit more success than last year

TRAILS

REGIONAL— The St. 
Louis and Lake Counties 
Regional Rail Authority has 
postponed a decision that could 
determine the future of the 
proposed Lake Vermilion bike 
trail. The authority board took 
no action at their meeting last 
week on a request by Lake 
Vermilion Trail Joint Powers 
Board to assume responsibility 
for development of the proposed 
40-mile trail, extending from 
Tower to Cook. 

The joint powers board had 
made that request in a letter to 
the rail authority last month. 

“They’re receptive to it,” 
said Bob Manzoline, in the wake 
of the meeting of the rail author-
ity board. The rail authority has 
overseen development of the 
140-mile-long Mesabi Trail for 
the past two decades and is close 

R E G I O N A L — N e x t 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, join Jess 
Edberg, executive director of 
the Dorothy Molter Museum, 
and the DNR’s Benji Kohen in 
a webinar focusing on how to 
prepare for a canoe trip to the 
Boundary Waters. 

It’s part of a series of 
Wednesday webinars hosted by 
the DNR for people interested 
in learning about Minnesota 
wildlife and outdoor skills. 

The Nov. 15 webinar will 
include discussion of possible  
trip itineraries, campsites, maps, 
portages, permits and new tools 
to help in deciding on routes, 
whether it’s a “I want to relax” 
trip or a “I want to put on some 
miles and explore” trip.

The Minnesota Outdoor 
Skills and Stewardship Series 
webinars are free and offered 
year-round, though regis-
tration is required. Visit the 
Outdoor Skills and Stewardship 
webpage of the Minnesota DNR 
website (mndnr.gov/discover) 
for the registration portal, more 
information about upcoming 
webinars and recordings of past 
webinars.

Above: Chessica Reichert, of 
Lake Vermilion, and her son 
Jace Olson, pose with the 
eight-point buck Chessica 
shot in central Minnesota. It 
was the first buck Chessica 
shot in ten years of hunting 
on the property.  For the first 
time in years, the Timberjay 
received no photos from 
successful hunters locally. 
submitted photo

photo courtesy NRRI
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OPENER...Continued from page 4B
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from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
10/30     29     11     0.00    
10/31     28     10     0.11     1.4”
11/01     29      5      0.00    
11/02     30      7      0.00    
11/03     38     20     0.00     
11/04     38      7      0.00     
11/05     30     24        tr         tr     
YTD Total      23.73     1.4” 

10/30     28     14     0.03    
10/31     28     16     0.20     2.0”
11/01     30     12     0.00    
11/02     36     25     0.00    
11/03     39     23     0.00     
11/04     28     12     0.00     
11/05     39     19     0.00                                
YTD Total                 NA    

10/30     29     14     0.00    
10/31     29     14     0.14     2.4”
11/01     28     13     0.00    
11/02     29     12     0.00    
11/03     35     24     0.00     
11/04     37     17     0.00     
11/05     28     16     0.02      0.2”              
YTD Total      18.72     3.0”     

10/30     29     16     0.00    
10/31     27     17     0.12     3.5”
11/01     27     12     0.00    
11/02     28     14     0.00    
11/03     33     25     0.00     
11/04     37     15     0.00     
11/05     27     17        tr       0.2”     
YTD Total     21.99    3.7”     

10/30     29     10     0.00    
10/31     28     14     0.16     1.8”
11/01     29      6      0.00    
11/02     29      9      0.00    
11/03     36     24     0.00     
11/04     38     10     0.00     
11/05     29     10        tr          tr    
YTD Total               22.43    1.8”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

32  21 34  24 40  28 47  3544  33

TRAIL...Continued from page 4B

recently-logged areas are good 
hunting spots, turning these nursery 
grounds into risky areas for deer 
fawns during summer, according to 
the research.

“Our work indicates wolves 
disproportionately hunt and kill 
deer fawns around recently logged 
areas—those that have been logged 
within the past five years,” said 
Gable, “but not areas that have been 
logged more than five years ago. This 
is likely because clear-cut forests 
are much better deer habitat for the 
first few years, when new growth is 
available for browsing, than several 
years later when most potential 
browse has grown out of reach. 

However, it’s not just logging 
that influences where wolves hunt 
and kill deer fawns.

“Surprisingly, wolves tend to 
kill deer fawns closer to human 
infrastructure, like cabins, year-
round residences, and barns, than 
expected,” said Sean Johnson-Bice, 
a PhD candidate from the University 
of Manitoba and co-lead author 
of the study. Because wolves are 
afraid of people, prey in some areas 
have learned to congregate around 
humans to avoid the predators.

But it appears wolves are 
more willing to come into more 
human-dominated areas to hunt 
fawns. And the congregation of deer 
around people might have less to do 

with avoiding predators and more to 
do with getting food. Supplemental 
feeding of deer is common in the 
region, and this likely congregates 
deer near human-developed areas.

“Although the high concentra-
tion of deer near human development 
attracts wolves to areas near people, 
wolves still definitely avoid encoun-
tering people when hunting fawns 
around human infrastructure,” said 
Austin Homkes, a researcher for the 
Voyageurs Wolf Project and co-lead 
author of the study. “Wolves spend 
substantial time in close proximity 
to occupied cabins and residences, 
and yet almost no one sees them.”

In a related study, the research-
ers also found that roads, powerlines, 
ATV trails, and hunting lanes in rural 
areas often act as hunting highways 
for wolves. Wolves can travel faster 
and farther along these linear fea-
tures compared to traveling in the 
dense forests of northern Minnesota. 
In turn, these features appear to 
increase wolf hunting efficiency by 
allowing wolves to cover a larger 
area more effectively while burning 
fewer calories.

“Wolves face the same general 
issues that people do when traveling 
in the woods, and just like humans, 
wolves often prefer to travel on 
linear corridors like roads and trails 
rather than bushwhacking through 
the dense forest,” said Dr. John 

Bruggink, a professor at Northern 
Michigan University, and a co-au-
thor of the study.

Thus, it came as no surprise 
to the research team that wolves 
preferentially hunted fawns from 
these linear features and dispropor-
tionately killed fawns closer to these 
features than would be expected.

“When we put all of the pieces 
together, it is pretty clear that the 
cumulative effects of all major 
aspects of human activity in the 
Northwoods – logging, infrastruc-
ture development, and road/trail 
development – have fundamentally 
changed where and how wolves hunt 
deer fawns here,” adds Johnson-
Bice. “The rules of this predator-prey 
game change when people alter eco-
systems, and it’s possible we have 
created conditions that may have 
tipped the scales in the predators’ 
favor.”

The study was conducted by a 
collaborative team of researchers 
from the University of Minnesota, 
Northern Michigan University, 
Voyageurs National Park, and the 
University of Manitoba.

The Voyageurs Wolf Project is 
funded, in part, by the Minnesota 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund as recommended by the 
Legislative-Citizen Commission on 
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR).

to final completion of the 
trail. Manzoline has served 
as Mesabi Trail director 
since the beginning of the 
trail project. 

While will ing to 
explore the joint powers 
board’s request, Manzoline 
said the authority board 
wants to discuss the pro-
posal in the context of 
several spur requests 
that the Mesabi Trail has 
received from different 
communities in the area. 
At 40 miles, the Lake 
Vermilion spur would be 
by far the longest. Most 
requested spurs are in the 

range of a few miles at 
most.

Manzoline said the 
board wants a recap of 
all those requests before 
deciding whether to add the 
Lake Vermilion proposal 
to its list. “The question 
was set aside until that 
meeting,” said Manzoline. 
The meeting is set for early 
December.

cannot just focus on one 
thing,” she said. “Our deer 
population is impacted by 
winter severity, habitat, and 
predation.”

Indeed, those areas 
hit hardest by the con-
ditions last winter were 
showing lower registra-
tion numbers. Hunters in 
PA 130, which runs from 
Tower to the south and east, 
had registered just 48 deer 
through the first three days. 
Virtually the entire permit 
area experienced months of 
deep snow and ended with 
a WSI reading well into the 
“severe” category.

Further north, in PA 
119, hunters had registered 
just 87 deer as of Tuesday 
morning, a far cry from 
the registrations that used 
to come in from that zone, 
which extends from Lake 
Vermilion to the border 
generally east of Hwy. 53 
and west of the Vermilion 
River. That zone used to 
be home to numerous deer 
camps, but hunter interest 
in the area has fallen along 
with deer numbers in 
recent years. DNR wildlife 
managers have pointed to 
habitat fragmentation from 
heavy logging as one of the 
factors limiting deer recov-
ery in that permit area. 

Orr area CO Troy 
Fondie reported many 
former camps in the area 
were vacant this year, 

with the fewest number of 
hunters he had seen in his 
career. He reported field-
ing numerous complaints 
about the lack of deer and 
the abundance of wolves. 

Hunters in PA 177, 
which encompasses the 
Lake Vermilion area west 
to Hwy. 65, registered 241 
deer. That’s fewer than in 
most recent years, since 
PA 177, which includes 
farm country and consid-
erable private land in the 
Little Fork valley, typically 
maintains a healthy deer 
population. But most of the 
permit area experienced a 
severe winter in 2022-23, 
which likely impacted deer 
survival. Hunters, mean-
while, registered a total of 
144 deer in PA 118, and 227 
deer in PA 176. 

With only spotty, light 
snowcover for opening 
weekend, visibility was not 
as good hunters as in some 
years. A little more snow 
fell earlier this week, but 
milder temperatures could 
chip away at snowcover 
in the area ahead of the 
weekend.

Deer are likely to have 
little moonlight overnight 
for the second weekend, 
as the new moon arrives 
on Monday. That should 
limit most deer activity to 
the daylight hours, which 
could aid hunters. 

Tower-Soudan Agency
218-753-2101

415 Main St., Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

MEDICAL•DENTAL•BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

BIG FALLS•BIGFORK•COOK•EVELETH
FLOODWOOD•NORTHOME•TOWER

18775412817

WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 11

8  A M - 3  P M

COOK 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER

UP NORTHUP NORTH
Shop for FriendsMasShop for FriendsMasJOIN US!

Enjoy Sugarlicious 
Cheesecakes & More!

Breakfast & 
Lunch Served.

                    Stop in and enter our 
               Basket Drawing! Designed for 

                  you & your Bestie!
Pose in front of our sign, Post to 

Facebook that you are attending...
photo gets you both in the drawing.

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768
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• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING
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the Timberjay!
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

OPENINGS
Vermilion Country 

School (VCS) is 
seeking applicants 

for the following 
positions:

1 FT Paraprofessional (full-time, benefits 
eligible) High school diploma required.

1 Van Driver (part time - 15-19 hours per 
week) Current Driver’s License Required, CDL 
not required) 

For inquiries, contact 
info@vermilioncountry.org 

and/or 218-248-2485

Tribal Police Officer  
Closes:  11/14/2023

Position Purpose: A Police Officer ensures 
safety, security, and the preservation of life 
and property by maintaining law and order 
and enforcing laws and ordinances. Solves 
community problems by fostering open and 
continuous communication and cooperation 
between the community and law enforcement. 
Maintains confidentiality of all privileged infor-
mation.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 

Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid 
holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance ● LTD 

● Voluntary Benefits available by payroll 
deduction

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3 & 10, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

High School Paraprofessional 
Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional for the 2023-2024 school 
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent or complete 
a Para Pro exam with a passing score (www.
ets.org/parapro)
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting
 Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact the District Office for a complete job 
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: November 13, 2023; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 3 & 10, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional for the 2023-2024 school 
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent or complete 
a Para Pro exam with a passing score (www.
ets.org/parapro)
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting
 Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact the District Office for a complete job 
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: November 13, 2023; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 3 & 10, 2023

***IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX 
HOMESTEAD NOTICE***

This will affect your 2024 property taxes 
& eligibility for Property Tax Refund

Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year?
Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you or a qualifying 
relative occupy the property as a homestead on or before December 31, 2023. 
You must apply for homestead; it does not happen automatically or at closing.

What is a qualifying relative?
For residential or agricultural property, a qualifying relative includes the child, 
grandchild, sibling, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece, parent of the owner or of the 
owner’s spouse.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before December 31, 2023.

Contact the assessor by December 31, 2023 if the occupancy or use of 
the property you homestead has changed in the past year.

If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead 
classification, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30 
days of the change in homestead status.

Are you a homeowner with an ITIN instead of a Social Security Number?
Starting this year, you may qualify for homestead status for your res-
idence and claim a refund on Form M1PR. www.revenue.state.mn.us 

For information, contact one of the following County Assessor’s Offices:
Duluth Offices…218-726-2304        Virginia & Cook Offices…218-749-7147
Hibbing Office…218-262-6089       Ely Office…218-365-8236
Long distance (within St. Louis County) 1-800-450-9777

Published in the Timberjay, November 10, 2023

Program Accountant 
Closes:  12/04/2023

Position Purpose: The Program Accountant 
is responsible for setting up, maintaining, and 
monitoring all general ledger accounts, funds, 
and budgets in the accounting system relative 
to State, Federal and Tribal contract/programs 
including preparing adjusting journal entries 
under the direction of the Program Accounting 
Supervisor. Also monitors contracts/programs 
by providing requests, reporting and docu-
mentation under the direction of the Program 
Accounting Supervisor (Supervisory Program 
Accountant).

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 

Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid 
holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance ● LTD 

● Voluntary Benefits available by payroll 
deduction

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 10, 17, 24 & Dec. 1, 2023

Contract and Procurement Manager 
Closes:  12/04/2023

Position Purpose: The Contract Manager will 
be responsible for overseeing contracts and 
agreements made by the Tribal Government 
with other entities. The successful candidate 
will manage the Tribal Government’s contract-
ing with vendors and contracted employees, 
ensure that contracts are in place when need-
ed, and develop and implement a compre-
hensive contract development and tracking 
system to promote Tribal Government com-
pliance with all relevant laws, regulations, and 
procurement policies.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 

Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid 
holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance ● LTD 

● Voluntary Benefits available by payroll 
deduction

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 10, 17, 24 & Dec. 1, 2023



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/5/2023 North



HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Don’t Let Winter Get You Down!

50 LB. ICE MELTER
60 LB. Sand-In-A-Tube

We’ve got what it takes
to get you through...
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Let these professionals 
help with your next home 

improvement project

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

Subscribe Today
 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

50Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

 
 

  

Our staff will help you find the perfect
solution for your room and style!

STOP in
TODAY!

carpet • tile • hardwood • laminate
natural stone • vinyl • LVT/LVP • area rugs

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron • 218-741-6690 • HOURS 8-5:30
floortoceiling.com/virginia

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 7-5, Closed Wknds

info@cookbuildingcenter.com

Closed Saturdays for the Winter

We Wish You
A Safe & Enjoyable

Deer Hunting
Season

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

CALM YOURSELF

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)


