
REGIONAL— The St. Louis 
County Board has thrown its backing 
to a state bonding request for a $24 
million project to address a problem 
that supporters can’t show even 
exists.

At issue is a proposal by the 
Voyageurs National Park Clean 
Water Joint Powers Board, which 
goes by the cumbersome acronym 
VNPCWJPB, to build a centralized 
wastewater collection and treatment 
system to serve a total of 81 sites 
along Ash River, a tributary to Lake 
Kabetogama. 

It’s not the first such project 
the VNPCWJPB has undertaken in 
recent years, and it’s not the first 
time some of the organization’s 
decisions have been questioned for 

their extraordinarily high cost and 
questionable benefit. 

From the beginning, the 
VNPCWJPB and SEH, the engi-
neering firm that has driven much 
of the process, has focused on the 
development of mostly centralized 
wastewater treatment systems built 
around pockets of commercial and 
residential development along the 
edges of Voyageurs National Park, 
including at Crane Lake, Lake 
Kabetogama, Ash River, and Rainy 
Lake. As Minnesota’s only national 
park, the VNPCWJPB has cited the 
“need” to clean up the park’s major 
lakes as reason enough to support 
truly enormous expenditures of 
public funds. 

The problem, according to the 
project’s engineers, are individual 
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High price for clean water
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TELLING STORIES

Hopes high for future of Indigenous Film Night

COST VS. BENEFIT

Humphrey brings her musical mission to Ely

Mayor notes 
threats to staff 
cars at library

County board backs Ash River sewer project, but where’s the due diligence?

Above: A table of cost estimates for the 
proposed Ash River wastewater treatment project. See...COUNCIL pg. 9

Phosphorus levels in major VNP lakes

Crane Lake     1974       2001     2016      
  0.050   0.025      0.020

Kabetogama     1974       1991     2016      
   0.057    0.027       0.0195

Rainy Lake      1974       2004     2014-15     
   0.031    0.015       0.013

Water quality test results shown in milligrams per liter 
as reported by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

ELY- The First Presbyterian 
Church packed the house here 
recently to hear Anishinaabe folk 
musician, activist, and artist Annie 
Humphrey, who stopped in Ely as 
part of her tour to promote her new 
album, “The Light in My Bones.” 

She performed with fellow artist 
David Huckfelt, a singer-song-
writer and social activist in his 
own right. Huckfelt opened for 
Humphrey, playing guitar and 
singing about half a dozen of his 
own songs, and then accompanied 
Humphrey throughout her set. 

Both Humphrey and Huckfelt 
have visited and played music in 

Ely before and shared fond mem-
ories during the concert.

“I’ve played at the coffee shop 
here and at the ski chalet a couple 
of times,” said Humphrey. “I also 
painted a mural at Veterans on 
the Lake.” 

Humphrey was born on the 
Leech Lake Reservation, home 
to the second-largest population 

of Native Americans of any res-
ervation in Minnesota. Humphrey 
travels extensively due to her 
activism and musical career but 
still calls Leech Lake, which 
encompasses parts of four coun-
ties, her home base. 

Artistic talent runs in her 

ELY- Tuesday’s city council 
meeting here got off to an unusual 
start as Mayor Heidi Omerza updated 
the council on the threats being levied 
across the street from city hall in the Ely 
Library parking lot. 

A self-appointed vigilante has 
been leaving threatening notes on cars 
belonging to the library staff. The notes 
started off as merely nasty but recently 
have escalated, promising to “key” the 
paint job on vehicles owned by library 
staff if they don’t move out of the elec-
tric vehicle (EV) recharging spots in 
the library’s parking lot. When librarian 
Tricia Flake received a note on Oct. 3 
threatening to damage her car, Flake 
turned the note into the Ely Police.

“People who work at the library 
park in those spots, so if someone has a 
car that needs to be plugged in, you just 
need to walk into the library to say, ‘I 
need to charge my car,’ and the people 
who work in the library will move their 
cars,” Omerza explained. “There’s no 
reason to be nasty about it. There’s no 
reason to put any sort of threatening note 
on anybody’s windshield.” 

A sign on the EV chargers reads, 
“Please ask inside (the) library if cars 
need to be moved to use charger.”

According to library staff member 
Jessie Dunn, the library received a 
grant from Minnesota Power for the 
EV chargers and the solar panels on 
the library roof to power them. The use 
of the chargers is free. The library staff 
has been parking in the charger spots to 
reserve them for EV drivers, as the signs 

FORTUNE BAY- A 
small but enthusiastic crowd 
gathered in the ballroom at 
Fortune Bay Resort Casino 
for the inaugural edition 
of Indigenous Film Night, 
a mini film festival cele-
brating the work of Native 
filmmakers in the U.S. and 
internationally.

The event was organized 
by Khayman Goodsky, a 
Bois Forte Band member 
and currently a Duluth-area 
filmmaker, in collaboration 
with Jacob White, director of 
Ely’s End of the Road Film 
Festival. White received and 
administered the grant which 
helped to fund Indigenous 
Film Night.

“The inspiration came 
with me and Jacob day-

dreaming about having an 
Indigenous film night on 
the rez, which is where my 
father (Terry) and I are from,” 
Goodsky said. “I feel like a 
lot of Indigenous filmmak-
ers aren’t highlighted and 
when we are, it is a huge 
deal. When we’re able to 
get the recognition that we 
need, that’s so important. 
I wanted to pass along that 
chance to other filmmakers 

– to have their stuff be seen 
by other Indigenous people 
is a huge, huge thing for our 
community.”

The pair selected five 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

Right: Rhiana Yazzie and 
Khayman Goodsky smile 
during the recent film 
night at Fortune Bay.
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by JEN SHUSTER-DAHLIN
Contributing Writer
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Construction at Cook Hospital and Care Center 
Business Office entrance begins Oct. 23

COOK - Cook Hospital and Care Center is going 
to be under construction at the business office en-
trance for two to three weeks. Effective Monday, Oct. 
23, there will be signs directing the pubic to a tem-
porary entrance. Entry can also be made through the 
main hospital doors (near the ambulance garage).

Mesabi Symphony Orchestra to perform 
“Music is Colorful” Oct. 22

ELY - The Mesabi Symphony Orchestra will per-
form “Music is Colorful” on Sunday, Oct. 22, in the 
Washington Elementary School auditorium located at 
600 E. Harvey St.  Performance time is 2:30 p.m. 

New rehearsal time for TS Singers
TOWER- Rehearsal start time for the Tower-  

Soudan Area Singers will be changing from 5:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. starting Monday, Oct. 23.

Ladies of  Kaleva Soinnuttaren Tupa 32 
and Knights to meet Oct. 26

VIRGINIA - The Ladies of Kaleva Soinnuttaren 
Tupa 32 and the Knights will be meeting Oct. 26 at 
Kaleva Hall at 6 p.m. The program will be “I’m Dying 
to go to the Cemetery." Coffee will be served after. 

Northern Minnesota Robotics Conference 
Championship comes to Babbitt Oct. 27-28 

BABBITT - The NMRC will be holding its annu-
al High School Robotics Conference Championship 
in Babbitt on Oct. 27 and 28. The event will be held 
in the gymnasium at Northeast Range High School 
located at 30 South Dr.

This is the NMRC’s sixth annual Conference 
Championship Tournament. Twenty-two teams will be 
competing, including the Babbitt 5653 Iron Mosqui-
tos.

Doors will open at 12:30 p.m. Friday and 7:30 
a.m. on Saturday. Admission is free and the event 
is open to the public. Competition is expected to 
continue throughout each day with the final matches 
concluding around 7 p.m. on Friday and 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Streaming of the event can be found on your-
liveevent.com .Formore information about this event 
or links to the live streams please visit the website 
at NMRConference.org  Special thanks goes out to 
our presenting partners the Gene Haas Foundation, 
Digi-Key, NLFX, PMMI, and Aagard for making this 
event possible.

Trunk-or-Treat event Oct. 28 in Mt. Iron
MT. IRON - Calling all ghosts and goblins (and 

kids in whatever other costumes are popular this 
Halloween) The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office and 
Virginia Police Department are partnering with Lega-
cy Church, Legacy's Celebrate Recovery ministry, and 
Recovery Alliance Duluth (RAD) to host a Trunk-or-
Treat event on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 2-4 p.m., in the 
Plaza 53 parking lot, 5465 Mountain Iron Drive. 

The event is free and open to the public. Area 
businesses and community members will be decorat-
ing vehicles with kid-friendly Halloween displays in 
the trunks, and will be handing out treats.

It's a great opportunity for families to safely trick-
or-treat during the daylight, not to mention a chance 
for kids to wear their costume an extra time before 
Halloween.

Care Partners to hold 14th annual Swedish 
meatball dinner fundraiser Oct. 25

VIRGINIA – On Wednesday, Oct. 25 Care Part-
ners will bring their Swedish meatball fundraiser, now 
in its fourteenth year, to a new location.  The event 
will run from 4-7 p.m. at Rock Ridge High School 
located at 1405 Progress Parkway. Tickets are $15 per 
person, and children under 5 are free. For meatballs 
only, the price is $15/dozen. Take-out and mobile 
curbside orders are available. To receive mobile 
curbside only service text name and order details to 
218-780-4133. All proceeds directly benefit local indi-
viduals and families on the Iron Range facing cancer 
or a life-limiting illness. KSKJ Life Lodge #59 is a 
matching sponsor. For more information and ques-
tions call 218-404-1411.

VOLUNTEERS

MEDICAL•DENTAL•BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

BIG FALLS•BIGFORK•COOK•EVELETH
FLOODWOOD•NORTHOME•TOWER

18775412817

WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

VIRGINIA - This perfor-
mance  rescheduled from last 
December is an opportunity to  
enjoy the live music of Bill and 
Kate Isles at The Lyric Center for 
Arts Annex Oct. 22 at 2 p.m. The 
Annex is located at 516 Chest-
nut Street in historic downtown 
Virginia. Tickets are available 
online for $10 (plus tax and fees) 
or $15 at the door on the day of 
event.

This acoustic singer-song-
writer duo is based in Duluth. 
Using a wide variety of musical 
styles, their performances carry au-
diences through a broad landscape 
of experiences from metaphorical 
worlds to small town family stories 
to zany comedy. Consummate per-
formers, they are known for their 
catchy melodies and memorable 
songs. They have a  deep-seated 
love for the audience, and each oth-
er, and it shines before, during, and 

after the performance. Their songs 
are poetic reflections of life expe-
riences and often explore adventur-
ous, spiritual courses. Bill Isles has 
become one of the most well known 
singer-songwriters in the Minnesota 
acoustic scene drawing national and 
international attention. Bill and Kate 
married in May of 2004 and have 
toured as a duo full time nationally 
since early 2007.

Wine, beer and soda will be 

available for purchase on-
site. Your support allows 
artists like Bill and Kate to 
continue sharing their tal-
ents publicly and gives The 
Lyric Center the opportu-
nity to continue providing 
unique and intimate events 
to the community.

Also coming up is a fun 
day/evening of Halloween 
themed events on Thursday, 
Oct. 26 with the All Ages 
Open Art Club from 10 a.m.-

5 p.m., the Annual Halloween Photo 
Booth and Dance Party with music 
provided my DJ Lil Mijo from 2-4 
p.m. and closing the evening with 
Open Mic Night from 7-9 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased online 
at lyriccenteronline.org and all ques-
tions and concerns should  be sent 
to operations@lyriccenteronline.org 
for the quickest response.

Bill & Kate Isles to perform Sunday afternoon 
concert Oct. 22 at Lyric Center for the Arts

COHASSET – Do you know an 
organization or community group 
that has made outstanding contribu-
tions to the local community?

 Lake Country Power is seek-
ing applications for the Touchstone 
Energy Community Award, which 
recognizes nonprofit organizations 
and community groups that have 
shown a strong commitment to the 
community. Any organization that 
has helped make northern Minneso-
ta a better place to live and work is 
eligible for the $500 award. 

Community members may 
nominate an organization by com-
pleting an application form, avail-
able at Lake Country Power or 
online at www.lakecountrypower.
coop. Questions may be directed to 

Tami Zaun at 1-800-421-9959, ext. 
7152. The application will require 
a description of the community ser-
vice project, program or event and 
the positive impact it brought to the 
community. 

 Applications are due by 4:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 1. Mail 
to Lake Country Power, Attn: Tami 
Zaun, 26039 Bear Ridge Drive, Co-
hasset, MN 55721, or e-mail tzaun@
lcp.coop.

The award recipient will con-
tend for the statewide Touchstone 
Energy Community Award, which 
has a cash prize of $2,000. The 
statewide award winner will be rec-
ognized in March 2024 at the Min-
nesota Rural Electric Association 
annual meeting. 

 The Touchstone Energy co-
operatives of Minnesota, including 
Lake Country Power, are part of a 
national network across 46 states 
that adhere to the values of integ-
rity, accountability, innovation, and 
commitment to community. Touch-
stone Energy cooperatives stand out 
as a trusted source of power and in-
formation to their 30 million mem-
ber-owners every day. 

 Lake Country Power, www.
lakecountrypower.coop, is a Touch-
stone Energy cooperative serving 
parts of eight counties in northeast-
ern Minnesota. The rural electric co-
operative provides services to more 
than 43,000 members and has offic-
es located in Cohasset, Kettle River 
and Mountain Iron. 

Nominate a volunteer for the Lake Country 
Power Touchstone Energy Community Award

ELY—Ely’s Historic State The-
ater invites the public to enjoy af-
fordable Halloween entertainment 
for all ages this month. 

“Hotel Transylvania: Trans-
formania” (PG, Family) runs Oct. 
20-26. In this animated matinee, 
a mysterious new invention trans-
forms Drac and pals into humans, 
and Johnny into a monster. Will they 
find a way to switch back before it’s 
too late? 

For braver moviegoers, 
“Scream” (rated R) also runs Oct. 
20-Nov. 2. Directed by Wes Craven, 
this throwback to 1996 stars Rose 
McGowan, Courteney Cox, Skeet 
Ulrich, Drew Barrymore, and David 
Arquette. A year after the murder of 
her mother, a teenage girl is terror-
ized by a new killer, who targets her 
and her friends, using horror films as 
part of a deadly game.

“Five Nights at Freddy’s” (PG-
13) runs Oct. 27-Nov. 9. In this new 

release based on the popular FNaF 
video game franchise, a troubled 
security guard finds that surviving 
his first night shift at Freddy Faz-
bear’s Pizza won’t be easy. Direct-
ed by Emma Tammi, the film stars 
Josh Hutcherson, Elizabeth Lail, 
Mary Stuart Masterson, Kat Conner 
Sterling, Piper Rubio, and Matthew 
Lillard.

The theater is located at 238 E. 
Sheridan St. As a 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it promoting cinematic and perform-
ing arts, EHST offers movie tickets 
for $5. A variety of concessions are 
available, including adult bever-
ages and self-serve butter for your 
popcorn. See elystatetheater.org for 
showtimes.

Spooky Season at the State Theater



TOWER- Tower’s 
Gundersen Trust Board 
formally dissolved itself 
at their final meeting on 
Oct. 12. The board’s dis-
solution is actually good 
news for the city of Tow-
er, and the result of the 
research and work done 
by the Gundersen Trust 
Board over the past cou-
ple years with an aim of 
significantly increasing 
returns from the fund.

The money, former-
ly part of the Gunders-
en Trust, totaling close 
to a million dollars, is 
now being managed as 
a dedicated fund by the 
Duluth-Superior Area 
Community Foundation 
(DSACF). The DSACF 
will be making an annual 
payment from the trust to 
the city, this first year at 
four percent of the fund’s 
assets. DSACF estimat-
ed distributions to be be-
tween 3.5 and 5-percent 
each year, and most years, 
this means some of the 
earnings get added to the 

principal amount, which 
then can grow year to 
year, and create higher an-
nual distributions.

“With four-percent 
interest we will be getting 
about $40,000 this year,” 
said board treasurer Steve 
Wilson, who led the effort 
to have the trust monies 
managed to bring more 
benefits to the city and its 
residents. 

The city will now 
need to establish a com-
mittee that will set guide-
lines for the disbursement 
of the annual payment, 
create an application pro-
cess, and then decide how 
to award the money each 
year. The money will be 
divided consistent with the 
original intent of the trust 
when it was established 
in 1992, with 75-percent 
going to the city’s general 
fund, and the remainder to 
community organizations 
that are working to benefit 
the city.

“I think I am dream-
ing,” said Wilson, who 
had done meticulous re-
search into the history of 
the fund, as well as legal 

and accounting issues. 
He also helped the  board 
find an experienced com-
munity trust attorney and 
investigated possible 
community foundations to 
better manage the fund.

The legal and court 
costs for the transfer have 
totaled close to $30,000. 
But as board members 
noted, after those bills are 
paid, it still leaves more 
proceeds from the fund in 
the first year than in recent 
memory, when any pro-
ceeds had to go back into 
the fund to account for in-
flation.

“These attorney fees 
were necessitated by past 
faulty decisions,” Wilson 
said. “And it wasn’t just 
by the Gundersen Board, 
the city has some respon-
sibility.”

A decision by a for-
mer city clerk in 2018 
forced all the trust funds, 
not just the original in-
vestment, into govern-
ment-backed securities, 
which were paying only 
a fraction of a percent in 
interest. And prior to that, 
four years after the trust 

was formed, a decision 
was made not to apply to 
the IRS for nonprofit sta-
tus, which also had lim-
ited investment options, 
and created some legal 
and tax uncertainties.

Attorney Bradley 
Hanson, who did most 
of the work on the trans-
fer, told Wilson this was 
“definitely one of the most 
complex trust termination 
cases” his firm had ever 
had.

“It involved a trust 
created by a city through 
a court order. So, any 
changes had to be made in 
court, and those changes 
had to be approved by two 
layers of decision mak-
ers,” Hanson noted. 

“There were compli-
cated tax issues involved 
in the history of the trust,” 
he said, because the trust 
had been set up as a char-
itable trust, but then the 
trust board never applied 
for a tax exemption. This 
meant the trust fund was 
treated as a government 
trust in the city’s audit. A 
final complication was the 
fact the trust included a 

municipal bond, because 
the city had borrowed 
money from the trust. This 
required hiring a bond 
counsel to oversee that 
transfer.

In opting to disband, 
the trust board did approve 
a final recommendation to 
the city council about the 
makeup of the new com-
mittee, which will over-
see the disbursement of 
the funds each year. The 
board is asking the city to 
create a five-person board, 
with one council member, 

three city residents, and 
one at-large position, that 
does not have to be a city 
resident. The board would 
need a chairman and sec-
retary/treasurer, although 
they are are hoping the 
city will take over the 
actual check-writing du-
ties. They also discussed 
having the city draft con-
flict of interest guidelines 
and term limits for board 
members.

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

GREANEY 80 acres of mostly mid to low lands 
with level ground. This property is completely 
surrounded by thousands of acres of state land! 
Build your dream home or hunting shack and 
enjoy being surrounded by nature.  
$75,000  MLS# 145797

PRICE REDUCED!  Newer construction 2 BR, 
1 BA Murphy Lake home on 2 acre lake lot with 
220 ft lakeshore. Open living room/kit w/vaulted 
ceilings, t&g interior and loft. Landscaped yard, 
insulated garage, screen house, outdoor sauna.  
$390,000  MLS# 145536

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$63,600 Great hunting and recreational prop-
erty. 52.62 undeveloped, wooded, rolling acres 
located about 2.5 miles north of Ash Lake. Adjoins 
public land and timber company lands on all 
4 sides. MLS#145217
Buyck-$59,500  14.9 acres on the Niles Bay 
Forest Rd, views of Lake Vermilion, driveway and 
gravel pit. MLS#144570
Buyck-$539,000  Hunting retreat on 198.7 private 
acres surrounded by state and federal lands. 670 ft 
of shoreline on the Vermilion River. 24x30 Morten 
bunkhouse with electricity and propane stove. 
A must see! MLS#143527
Crane Lake-$275,000  20-acre boat-access prop-
erty. 6 BR, 3 BA home has new septic and drilled 
well, water heater, gas forced air furnace and new 
metal roof. Deeded access across federal land 
from your private dock to the property. 200 amp 
electric. MLS#144617

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

TOWER

MANUFACTURING

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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Big changes ahead for Tower’s Gundersen Trust

REGIONAL— Tower na-
tive Garrett Lamppa is the re-
cipient of a 2023 Distinction 
Award from the Entrepreneur 
Fund, one of ten business own-
ers across northern Minnesota 
and northwestern Wisconsin to 
receive the recognition this year. 

Lamppa, who recently as-
sumed management of Lamppa 
Manufacturing from his father 
Daryl, is being recognized for 
his commitment to growing his 
family’s manufacturing busi-
ness while also providing quali-
ty jobs on the Iron Range. As the 
fourth generation of Lamppas to 
lead the company that manu-
factures wood burning furnaces 
and sauna stoves, Garrett over-
sees 18 full-time employees, 
reflecting the substantial growth 
the company has experienced 

the past few years. As recently 
as 2019, the company employed 
just five workers and operat-
ed out of a small, dark, former 
creamery building on the edge 
of Tower. Since then, with help 
from the Tower Economic De-
velopment Authority and fund-
ing from the Department of Iron 
Range Resources and Rehabili-
tation, the company has moved 
into a modern new manufactur-
ing facility in Tower’s industri-
al park and has seen significant 
growth in sales and its work-
force.

Under Garrett’s manage-
ment, the company has made 
substantial investments in its 
employees, including promot-
ing from within, offering com-
petitive wages, and providing 
health insurance benefits. In an-
nouncing the award, the Entre-
preneur Fund described Garrett 
as “a true leader in providing 

quality jobs in rural Minneso-
ta, setting an example for other 
businesses to follow.”

Other northeastern Minne-

sota Distinction Award winners 
include Bill Martinetto, of Rap-
ids Brewing in Grand Rapids, 
and Karine Woodman of 24-

Hour Bookkeeping in Hibbing. 
The awards event is set for 

next Wednesday, Oct. 25, from 
4-8 p.m. at the Duluth Entertain-
ment Convention Center’s Pau-
lucci Hall. The DECC is located 
at 350 Harbor Dr.

Attendees at the Distinction 
Awards, will have the opportu-
nity to interact and engage with 
the ten honorees in rotating be-
hind-the-scenes sessions as they 
share their best practices, inno-
vative solutions, and insights on 
what it takes to grow and scale 
a business successfully. The 
event will also feature a region-
al flavors showcase, featuring 
handpicked regional foods and 
drinks beginning at 6 p.m., as 
well as an opportunity to net-
work with business leaders from 
around the region. 

Registration begins at 4 
p.m.

Lamppa honored with Distinction Award from Entrepreneur Fund

Garrett, Daryl, and Leif Lamppa. file photo

Attorney Kelly Klun will walk you through 
the basics of developing a Will, setting up a 

Trust and the effect of other legal documents.

1 E. Chapman St • P.O. Box 240 
Ely, MN 55731

FREE
FREE

Ensure your assets, property and loved ones 
are taken care of.

218-365-3221
www.klunlaw.com

Wednesday, Oct. 25 • 5:30-6:30 PM
Ely Public Library • 224 E Chapman St, Ely

Register by calling 218-365-3221
(Registration requested, not required)



“I don’t make jokes. I 
just watch the government 
and report the facts.” – 
Will Rogers

Will Rogers, 
a man of Chero-
kee lineage who 
was born and 
raised in Okla-
homa’s Indian 
Territory, was a 
record-holding 
trick roper in 
Wild West shows 
and a talented 
vaudevillian and 

movie actor, but he is 
most remembered these 
days, some 88 years after 

his passing, 
for his hu-
morous yet 
i n s i g h t f u l 
social com-
mentary. In 
its heyday, 
his regular 
newspaper 
column was 
p u b l i s h e d 
in over 500 
newspapers 
nationwide.

“I am not a member 
of any organized political 
party, I am a Democrat,” 
Rogers once said, but were 
he alive today watching 
the circus act unfolding in 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, he might well 
have said he was a Repub-
lican. Any description of 
the fight over the Speak-
ership in the House would 
be kind to call it organized 
chaos. Someone should 
slap a sign up on the door 
of the room where the 
Republican caucus has 

been meeting renaming it 
“Dysfunction Junction” 
for its failed attempts to 
unify around an accept-
able candidate.

Said Republicans 
have made a mighty ef-
fort in the days since to 
place the blame for their 
idiocy on the Democrats 
and Joe Biden, an entire-
ly laughable attempt to 
distract the country from 
their highly visible and 
wholly ownable family 
feud. It’s ridiculous to 
try to blame the Hatfields 

when the McCoys have 
been relentlessly shooting 
themselves in their collec-
tive feet.

After Steve Scal-
ise exited stage right af-
ter failing to attract the 
required 217 votes, the 
Republicans turned to 
an even less-desirable 
option, Rep. Jim Jordan, 
who finished second to 
Scalise in the initial bal-
loting. Quite the ringing 
endorsement, although 
Jordan did get two small 
thumbs up from clanging 

gong and Mr. Dysfunction 
himself, Donald Trump. 
Nothing quite like having 
the blessing of a former 
president facing 91 fel-
ony charges and dozens 
of lawsuits and investi-
gations. Of course, those 
things don’t matter to 
most Republicans, who 
simultaneously portray 
themselves as the party of 
law and order. Talk about 
a disconnect.

Jordan was up for a 

COLUMNIST
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 Editorial

Officials want to spend $100 million, 
but where’s the evidence of a problem?
It’s tough to argue with 

clean water, particularly in the 
only water-based national park 
in the country. That’s likely one 
reason that the Voyageurs Na-
tional Park Clean Water Joint 
Powers Board has been suc-
cessful in obtaining millions 
of public dollars ostensibly to 
clean up lakes within Voya-
geurs. It’s been doing so mostly 
by installing highly expensive 
wastewater treatment systems 
within the clusters of commer-
cial and residential develop-
ment located just outside the 
boundaries of the park. 

The story line the board 
and its lobbyists from the en-
gineering firm SEH tell is 
compelling—there’s just little 
reason to believe it’s true. De-
spite spending millions of dol-
lars, there is no evidence that 
the board’s actions are actually 
improving water quality in the 
park. Water quality within the 
park’s major lakes was steadi-
ly improving well before the 
board began its work. Helped 
by better methods and enforce-
ment for individual septic sys-
tems as well as the phaseout of 
phosphorus in products like de-
tergents, phosphorus levels in 
the park’s lakes have dropped 
by as much as two-thirds since 
the mid-1970s according to 
readily available data on the 
Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency’s website.

What’s more, despite seek-
ing tens of millions in public 
dollars for each new system 
they build, the joint powers 
board has yet to provide evi-
dence that any of the septic sys-
tems they seek to replace are 
actually failing. Instead, they 
use criteria such as age and 
the size of cabin lots to classi-
fy them as “non-compliant.” 
They acknowledge they’ve yet 
to undertake actual inspections, 
which is the best way to de-
termine if a system is actually 
discharging inadequately treat-
ed wastewater. We know that 
a properly functioning septic 
system discharges no pollution 
to surface water, which can’t be 
said of many centralized sys-
tems. Such systems discharge 
treated wastewater that still 
contains some phosphorus, 
which is the nutrient most like-
ly to fuel algae blooms in Min-
nesota lakes. 

When an entity like a joint 
powers board is seeking tens 
of millions of dollars to solve 
a problem, they sure as heck 
should be expected to have 
done the hard work of docu-
menting an actual problem. 
That due diligence is sorely 
lacking here. 

And even if the joint pow-
ers board had evidence that 
septic systems were creating 
a pollution threat that was im-
pacting the park’s lakes, there 
are far less costly solutions— 

solutions that were dismissed in 
favor of alternatives that would 
generate far more fees for SEH, 
the engineering firm that has 
been a primary driver of this 
entire effort. The Ash River 
project, a story about which 
appears on the front page of 
this week’s paper, would entail 
spending $24 million in public 
funds to connect 81 sites with 
buildings to a centralized sys-
tem. That’s $296,000 per site, 
and it’s not clear that all of 
these sites even generate waste-
water. In addition, a number of 
these cabins have holding tanks 
or outhouses, which typically 
generate no polluted discharge. 
Account for those sites and the 
cost per actual cabin is much 
closer to $400,000, or far more 
than most of the cabins served 
are even worth. 

What’s worse, the master 
plan for the Ash River propos-
al projects an annual operat-
ing and maintenance cost of 
$460,000. Where will that mon-
ey come from? If it comes from 
Ash River cabin owners, as one 
might expect, the monthly cost 
would exceed $450 a month, or 
more than $5,000 a year. The 
joint powers board says their 
goal is to keep the monthly bills 
for Ash River cabin owners to 
$100 per month. If so, they’d 
better adopt a different plan 
unless they intend to tax all St. 
Louis County residents to sub-
sidize the operating and main-
tenance costs of the Ash River 
system. I would think most 
county taxpayers would have 
something to say about that. 

We have no doubt that the 
elected officials who serve on 
the joint powers board are well 
meaning. But they are allow-
ing themselves to be led down 
the primrose path by engineers 
with a built-in conflict of inter-
est. They have been too will-
ing to simply vote in favor of 
proposals recommended by 
the supposed experts, without 
conducting their own due dili-
gence, or asking whether this is 
a sensible use of an enormous 
amount of public money. 

The bottom line is this: 
there is only so much mon-
ey available to help clean up 
Minnesota’s 15,000-plus lakes. 
When we spend truly astound-
ing amounts of money to ad-
dress a purported problem that 
has not been well-documented, 
other communities in Minneso-
ta, where the need is far great-
er and the solutions far more 
affordable, will go wanting. 
Until the Voyageurs National 
Park Clean Water Joint Powers 
Board and their engineers can 
actually document a problem 
and devise a more sensible solu-
tion, they should not receive the 
funding they’re requesting. We 
need to make smarter decisions 
than that. 

Clean water at VNP

DAVID
COLBURN

See  LIST...pg. 5
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We welcome 
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300 
words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

A Republican-inspired Halloween list

Trees have much 
to teach us

Trees talk, they commu-
nicate with fellow trees of the 
forest. They interact and nur-
ture each other, making them 
very social. Trees are not 
separate, individual and inde-
pendent entities.  Collective-
ly and connected, trees form 
forests which are symbiotic 
communities of interdepen-
dent activity. This activity 
takes place, not in the canopy 
of the forest, but in the root 
structures below ground.

The conventional “wis-
dom” of forestry declares that 
trees compete with each oth-
er for scarce resources.  Each 
tree reaching out for light, 
nutrient, water and carbon at 
the expense of the weak.  Old 
prejudices support clear-cut-
ting to eliminate competition 
so that new crops are “free 
to grow.”  That view is un-
der challenge by an emerg-
ing science of connectivity 
that tracks communication 
of information in a “wood-
wide-web” of relationships 
interacting in harmony and 
cooperation.

Mother Trees are hubs 
to complex and adaptive net-
works of mutualism and rec-
iprocity.  Trees share infor-
mation in the form of water, 
nutrient, fungi, carbon and 
sugar in below ground in-
teractivity among roots that 
speak out, loud and clear “we 
are one” looking out for one 
another, even warning of im-
pending danger.  

Holistic science aims to 
understand interdependency 

and interrelationships that 
make forests more than a col-
lection of trees.  Reductionist 
Western science assumes that 
the complex systems can be 
understood through the sum 
of its parts.  WorldWideWeb 
gives us a glimpse toward 
understanding that society is 
more than an assemblage of 
separate individuals as for-
ests are more than individual 
trees.  

Trees are ‘social crea-
tures’ cooperating and com-
municating with one anoth-
er in ways that can serve as 
lessons for human nurtur-
ing, according to ecologist 
Suzanne Simard, author of 
“Finding The Mother Tree.”  
Her groundbreaking work 
demonstrates that trees look-
ing out for each other is es-
sential for healthy forests as 
collaboration and sharing is 
to the well-being of individ-
uals in human society.  

Harold Honkola
Stillwater

Fund the IRS
A recent Senate Finance 

Committee investigation 
pointed out that at least 1,000 
Americans who make more 
than $1 million a year failed 
to file tax returns over mul-
tiple recent years. The re-
port states that these wealthy 
Americans potentially owe 
$34 billion in taxes. This is 
an outrage. That’s $34 bil-
lion that should be going 
to support the government 
programs and services from 
which we all benefit.

A fully-funded and ful-

ly-staffed IRS is necessary to 
ensure that the taxes owed by 
the wealthy actually get paid. 
And thankfully, the Biden 
administration has restored 
funding to the IRS, after 
Trump-era cuts that had ham-
strung the IRS’s investigative 
and enforcement efforts. Re-
publicans in Congress, how-
ever, recently voted to strip 
the IRS of its funding. Why?

One suspects that they 
did so as a favor to their 
wealthy tax-evading cam-
paign donors. Our congres-
sional representative, Pete 
Stauber, when recently ques-
tioned on the matter, provid-
ed an extremely poor excuse 
for his vote to de-fund the 
IRS. He implied that the IRS 
is some sort of evil agency, 
going after innocent Amer-
ican citizens; “targeting” 
them. Further, he suggest-
ed that IRS enforcement of 
tax laws is a manifestation 
of “government overreach 
and burdensome regulation.” 
What utter nonsense!

Pete Stauber, along with 
his friends in Congress, 
should be intent on seeing 
that the wealthy pay their 
share. Instead of shielding his 
wealthy donors, he should be 
looking out for the welfare of 
ALL Americans. That’s how 
our system of representative 
government is supposed to 
work.

Charles Hathaway
Grand Marais 
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vote on Tuesday and fell 
short by 20 GOP votes, 
although he was pledg-
ing to try again at a lat-
er point. If he eventually 
wins, he owes a debt to, 
of all groups, Hamas, 
whose ruthless and de-
spicable attack on Israel 
has spawned a Middle 
East crisis demanding 
congressional attention, 
increasing the urgency 
of resolving the GOP in-
fighting and crowning a 
new Speaker.

Whoever is eventual-
ly crowned, it’s likely to 
be a Pyrrhic victory with 
the new Speaker hand-
cuffed by the GOP clown 
caucus, like Matt Gaetz, 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
and Lauren Boebert, all 
of whom will be fighting 
over the steering wheel. 
There’s little likelihood 
of steering a success-
ful course along a route 
filled with Republican 
potholes, where all roads 
lead back to Dysfunction 
Junction.

Which is why I’d 
like to give them a hand 
by helping them pick out 
their Halloween costumes 
this year. A little guidance 
might help them to actu-
ally make their selections 
before All Hallows Eve 

arrives in the once hal-
lowed halls of Congress.

Sure to be a hit with 
limited takers in a party 
terrified of drag shows 
would be “Budget Bal-
ancing Barbie.” Jus 
imagine Steve Scalise in 
a pink wig and miniskirt. 
My apologies if you read 
that while trying to eat 
breakfast. But Boebert 
would surely go for it af-
ter her adventure at the 
theater, where her defini-
tion of “reaching across 
the aisle” was making 
out and heavy petting 
with a Democrat while 
surrounded by families 
with kids. Any normal 
person would be furious-
ly searching for a wig to 
hide beneath after that. 
The costume itself would 
be a tapestry of imbal-
ance – heavy makeup 
on one side, little on the 
other, a silver dollar for 
one earring and a sieve 
for the other, and a large 
pink purse with a gaping 
hole pouring out a stream 
of gold coins. The purse 
might just sway one or 
two to consider cross-
dressing for the night.

In a nod to one of 
their Senate colleagues 
– I’ll leave you to guess 
which one -- might I sug-

gest a “Zombie Turtle” 
costume. A large shell 
provides the option of 
pulling one’s head inside 
rather that having to do 
the normal more awk-
ward routine of hiding 
it someplace else, and 
carrying a road construc-
tion barrier will signify 
blocking anything and 
everything. Adding a 
slow shuffle and a thick 
Kentucky accent will rep-
resent the slow, labored 
pace of getting anything 
done, equally applicable 
in the House as in the 
Senate.

Of broader appeal to 
Republicans may be the 
“Climate Change Charla-
tan” costume. It’s a card-
board wearable facsimile 
of a 1973 Buick LeSabre 
equipped with long-last-
ing smoke cartridges and 
an oil-smudged t-shirt 
that reads “Electric is for 
sissies.” It’s topped off 
with a hat in the shape 
of an oil rig. A favorite 
accessory is sure to be a 
melting snowman that fits 
in the LeSabre’s passen-

ger seat.
However, it would be 

unfair of me to leave out 
the opposition, and so for 
Democrats and Republi-
cans alike I offer the “Bi-
partisan Unicorn,” which 
will have a shiny twisted 
horn with a point, be-
cause our representatives 
always have some twist-
ed point they’re trying to 
make. The unicorn will 
be painted half blue, half 
red and it’s sure to gener-
ate a boatload of laughs 
since everyone knows 
unicorns, just like biparti-
sanship, don’t exist.

And finally, there’s 
the “George Santos” 
costume. This one is the 
most versatile of all, be-
cause it can be anything 
you want. The only ca-
veat is that the George 
Santos costume has to be 
paid for with a campaign 
donor’s credit card.

I’ve purposefully 
restricted the number 
of choices because it’s 
abundantly clear that 
Republicans have a hard 
time choosing among 

alternatives, and they’ll 
likely pick something 
that they immediately 
want to change anyway. 
Of course, having fewer 
choices still doesn’t pre-
clude the possibility that 
they’ll choose something 
neither they nor anyone 

else can live with for long. 
It really must be hard to 
be a Republican these 
days. Just like getting all 
those circus clowns to fit 
in one of those teeny tiny 
cars.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
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Leadership has 
brought much 
to Ely

The report on fund-
ing for our Indepen-
dent School District 696 
shows that we have re-
ceived over $1.2 million 
in COVID funding. How 
that money was spent 
is up to you to ask our 
school board.

The following infor-
mation on other funding 
comes from the St. Louis 
County Commissioner’s 
office in Ely, the IRRRB, 
our city of Ely clerk’s of-
fice, the Martha Rukivina 
Fund, and other internet 
sources.

In the past two years 
some of our city business-
es have received slightly 
over $600,000 in COVID 
funds from several fed-
eral sources. The funds 
awarded depended upon 

the number of full-time 
employees each busi-
ness has. The amount var-
ied from $300 to one local 
employer receiving over 
$49,000. Funds were han-
dled through our county 
commissioner’s office.

In the past five years 
our funding through the 
IRRRB office to nu-
merous city businesses 
and local governments 
is $3.279 million. When 
we include the IRRRB 
funding for our schools, 
that grant money is an ad-
ditional $7 million to date 
with another request of $2 
million. We have, to date, 
all funds added together, 
received over $10 mil-
lion from the IRRRB. A 
list of those sources can 
be received from our lo-
cal county commission-
er’s office for our local 
businesses. 

Our Minnesota state 
bonding money totaled 

$1.3 million for extend-
ing W. Harvey St., site 
prep for our trailhead and 
its new access road and 
sewer and water exten-
sions. An additional $1.5 
million for the trailhead 
building from the feder-
al government also $1.5 
million from state bond-
ing, with an additional 
$280,000 from the IRR-
RB for amenities for the 
trailhead site.   

Our city receives 
$2.884 million from state 
LGA (local government 
aid) which includes our 
taconite aid for 2023. That 
money is 72 percent of 
our city budget.   The city 
of Ely has the 4th highest 
per capita funding in the 
state while some cities 
do not receive any LGA 
due to the state funding 
formula. The LGA 
began during DFL Gov. 
“Wendy” Anderson’s 
administration. We have 

recently seen a photo of a 
new dentist in our city, Dr. 
Spencer Wihlm, receiving 
a Martha Rukivina Fund 
grant that will, over a 
period of years, pay off 
$120,000 of debt incurred 
for his dental education. 
This grant is ONLY for 
those dentists in our TAA 
(Taconite Assistance 
Area).

There is also the Main 
Street Project for our local 
businesses but no figures 
on grants are available 
at this writing.  There is 
also the Entrepreneur 
Fund which has 
provided grants which 
some local businesses 
have utilized. Our city 
also receives an annual 
CDBG (Community 
Development Block 
Grant) allotment which 
began during President 
Ford’s administration. 
We also receive large 
grants for our city-owned 

airport (almost ALL 
airports are owned in our 
nation by some form of 
government. 

Our school district 
receives about $10,000 
per student when all 
school funds are factored 
in according to Chairman 
Marsnik.

Our local ATV trail 
system  has received over 
$1 million in various state 
and IRRRB funding with 
more to come. We are well 
on our way to having the 
premiere trail system and 
trailhead complex in Min-
nesota, thanks to our lo-
cal clubs and assertive 
leadership. In addition, 
we have also received 
close to $600,000 in state 
funding for our new li-
brary, thanks to Director 
Librarian Rachel Hein-
rich’s grant writing. We 
received $700,000 from  
DEED (Department of 
Economic Development) 

for the newly refur-
bished street connecting 
Sheridan to Pioneer Road 
thanks to the efforts of 
our past Mayor Chuck 
Novak. 

In conclusion, we 
have had a serious in-
fusion of federal state, 
county, and IRRRB fund-
ing for our city of Ely. 
We truly need to thank 
many of our federal, 
state, county, city, school, 
IRRRB, and local clubs 
for their many  hours of 
grant writing, insightful 
planning and most  of all 
for their leadership. They 
have made a huge differ-
ence in Ely, the “coolest 
small town in America.”

John Esse
Ely

www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org

Mesabi Symphony Orchestra 

Tickets Online and At the Door 
www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org 

2023-2024 Season

Music is...
Colorful

22
OCT

2:30pm
Washington Elementary Auditorium
Ely, MN

21
OCT

7pm
Rock Ridge High School Performing Arts Center
Virginia, MN

Operating support is made possible in part by the voters of Minnesota through grants 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks 

to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

ELY- The board of 
the Donald G. Gardner 
Humanities Trust voted 
to award $8,000 to local 
artists, art organizations, 
and fine arts events at its 
Oct. 11 board meeting. 

“The Gardner Hu-
manities Trust had sig-
nificantly fewer appli-
cations this fall than in 
the spring,” stated Peter 
Schamber, executive 
director for the trust. 
“As such, the trust was 
pleased to be able to fund 
all applications from indi-
vidual artists. 

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y, ” 
Schamber added, “we had 
several applications from 
organizations that didn’t 
align with the mission of 

the trust, which resulted 
in disqualification. How-
ever, the trust was pleased 
to award full amounts 
to the remaining organi-
zations. We even had a 
small surplus, which the 
trust reallocated to the 
production of “Frozen” at 
the high school. We were 
not able to fully fund their 
request in the spring, and 
the board felt this was a 
perfect opportunity to 
show our support.”

Individual artist 
grants are awarded for 
unique, short-term oppor-
tunities that will impact an 
artist’s career. Sally Kos-
ki was awarded $1,000 to 
pursue two courses: one 
in natural dye production 

and use, another in spin-
ning fibers. Tricia Flake 
was awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to complete 
her masters degree in li-
brary and information 
science at the University 
of Denver.

The trust’s project 
grant program supports 
activities in the fine arts 
and is intended to make 
possible presentations 
or productions. Project 
grants were awarded this 
year to the following or-
ganizations: 

 Ely Folk School 
was awarded $3,600 to 
continue their very suc-
cessful community dance 
series. They plan to host 
four more dances for their 

2023-24 season.
 Ely Area Televi-

sion was awarded $1,250 
to produce their fourth 
annual holiday concert. 
This year the concert will 
grow to include live per-
formances.

 Frozen/Boundary 
Waters Choral Festival 
was awarded an addi-
tional $1,150 for the Ely 
Memorial High School 
production of “Disney’s 
Frozen—The Broadway 
Musical.”

Additionally, the 
trust allocated $3,000 at 
the start of the year for 
use by the Ely Public 
Library, which provided 
the entire library staff the 
opportunity to attend the 

Association of Rural and 
Small Libraries annual 
conference this past Sep-
tember.

The trust will have a 
spring grant round with 
applications due by the 
end of March. More in-
formation will be pub-
lished in local newspa-
pers as well as on the 
website. The 2023 Don-
ald G. Gardner Human-
ities Trust board members 
are: Jill Swanson, Angela 
Campbell, David O’Don-
nell, Vince O’Connor, 
Sara Skelton, Scott King, 
and Irene Hartfield. 

Any questions about 
the grant programs, the 
trust or ways to support 
the arts in Ely can be di-

rected to Peter Schamber, 
executive director at 218-
365-2639 or at info@
gardnertrust.org.

The purpose of the 
trust is for the enhance-
ment, growth and im-
provement of the Ely 
Public Library; the arts 
and artisans of Ely and 
surrounding area, includ-
ing the performing arts, 
the visual arts and liter-
ature; the creation and 
funding of scholarships, 
educational and artistic 
grants; and the cultural 
and aesthetic environ-
ment of the City of Ely 
and its surrounding area. 

Gardner Trust awards $8,000 to local artists and groups



TOWER- Members from the 
Tower Farmers Market board donated 
$250 to the Tower Area Food Shelf, 
Tuesday. The money was raised from 
the market’s “Sharing the Harvest” 
raffle fundraiser. The winner of this 
year’s raffle basket, full of homegrown, 
homemade, and handcrafted items was 
Penny Jackson.

The farmers market, which is open 
on Fridays from June through September, had a successful 
summer season, and welcomed several new vendors this year. 
Market organizers would like to thank all those who sold their 
items, as well as all the residents who shopped at the market 
this year.

TOWER- A communi-
ty-sponsored pumpkin carving 
party will be held on Sunday, Oct. 
22 from 3 - 6 p.m. at the Lamppa 
Civic Center in Tower. The event 
is free and open to all ages. There 
will be food and fun, also. 

Pumpkins and carving tools 
will be provided. Please RSVP 
to 218-780-1503 (call or text) so 
we know how many pumpkins 
to get. The event is made possi-
ble by donations from the com-
munity, so contributions are also 
appreciated!

Trick-or-Treat on Main 
Street on Oct. 31

TOWER- Tower Main Street 
businesses will be handing out 

treats to children on Tuesday, 
Oct. 31 after school (approx. 3 
p.m.). Participating businesses 
will have signs on their doors 
welcoming trick-or-treaters. 
Trick-or-treating continues until 
businesses close for the day, or 
the candy runs out!

Children’s Halloween 
Party on Oct. 31

TOWER- Plans are also un-
derway for the Tower Fire De-
partment’s Children’s Halloween 
Party that afternoon. The party 
runs from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. at the 
Lamppa Civic Center. There will 
be games, prizes, and food. The 
party is sponsored by the Tower 
Firemen’s Relief Association.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Nov. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Breitung Town Board- 
12 noon on Oct. 26.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Week of Oct. 23

COMMUNITY NEWS

TSHS week 12 winner
This week’s winner 

of the Charlemagne’s 52 
Club $100 cash prize is is 
Elaine McGillivray. 

History Tidbit:  
“Where pride in commu-
nity betterment will form 
the bond that makes us 
one” - from the pream-
ble of the Tower-Soudan 
Women’s Club, which 
was organized on April 
4, 1923, when 56 women 
met in the high school.  
The club met on the first 
and third Mondays of each 
month. The club is still 
active and in recent years 
was renamed the Tower- 
Soudan Civic Club. 

Free community 
meal at Immanuel

TOWER- Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower 
is hosting a free commu-
nity meal on Wednesday, 
Oct. 25 from 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m., or until the food is 
gone. The meal is baked 
chicken and wild rice. Eat-
in or to-go is available. All 
are welcome.

St. Martin’s Church 
Schedule

All Saints Day, Nov. 
1: 9 a.m. service at St. 
Martin’s with Adoration 
at 8 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary’s in Cook.

All Soul’s Day, Nov. 
2: 9 a.m. service at St. 
Mary’s with Adoration at 
8 a.m., 12 noon at Holy 
Cross, and 5:30 p.m. at St. 
Martin’s.

HALLOWEEN FUN

FOOD SHELF

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Lunch Bunch to 
meet Monday, 
Oct. 23

ANGORA-  The 
Lunch Bunch will meet 
on Monday, Oct. 23 at 12 
noon at the South Switch 
Bar and Restaurant in 
Angora. Please RSVP to 
Kathy at 218-753-2530. 
Anyone that would like to 
join us are welcomed.

TSAA Auction set
for Nov. 9; tickets 
available now

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Athletic As-
sociation and Friends of 
Vermilion Country School 
will again be hosting their 
Fall Auction Fundraiser at 
the Wilderness at Fortune 
Bay on Thursday, Nov. 9. 

Tickets will be $30 
per person (paid in ad-
vance), which covers the 

cost of the food. Call Jodi 
at 218-753-2950 to get 
your ticket, or stop by the 
Timberjay office in Tower.

There will be food, 
karaoke with LuAnn 
Zaudtke, games, silent 
auction, and live auction. 
This will be the first time 
we’ve been able to hold 
the fundraiser since 2019.

Right now, organizers 
are looking for donations 
for the silent auction, live 
auction, and game priz-
es. We are also in need of 
empty baskets to arrange 
items in. Themed bas-
kets, hand-crafted items, 
gift certificates, home-
made canned goods, and 
homemade baked goods 
and candies are popular 
items for this silent auc-
tion. Cash donations will 
be used to purchase gift 
certificates for the larger 
prizes.

Items can be dropped 
off at The Timberjay in 
Tower or call Jodi Sum-
mit at 218-753-2950 with 
questions or to arrange 
pickups.

St. Martin’s 
Christmas Bazaar 
set for Nov. 4

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church is host-
ing their annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 
4 from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. in the social hall on 
the lower level.  

Organizers are very 
excited about this year’s 
event, there are already 
11 private vendors partic-
ipating. St. Martin’s will 
have their “usual” tables – 
crafts, Christmas elephant, 
silent auction and the 
bucket raffles. The Cook-
ie Patch  will return - fea-
turing 19 different types 

of cookies, plus a variety 
of candies; you will cre-
ate your own cookie box. 
Two children’s events are 
planned: the Make-and-
Take Table and the Christ-
mas Shop. The Make-
and-Take table will offer 
a variety of decorations 
that the children can make 
at no cost. The Christmas 
Shop is only for children 
– they can do their own 
Christmas shopping for 
family and friends.

As always, the St. 
Martin’s Café will be open 
–featuring six different 
soups, plus caramel rolls, 
cinnamon rolls, bars, cof-
fee, and tea. 

We hope that you 
will join us on Nov. 4. If 
you’re not a bazaar shop-
per, think about stopping 
in for lunch.

B A B B I T T - 
z’Up North Real-
ty’s broker/owner 
Andrea Zupancich 
recently complet-
ed two more real 
estate professional 
designations, the 
Real Estate Nego-
tation Expert and 
the Certified Real 
Estate Broker Man-
agement. This past 
spring, Zupancich completed the 
Graduate Real Estate Institute 
(GRI), Seller Representative Spe-
cialist and the Certified Residen-
tial Specialist.

All of these courses were an 
additional 30 hours of education 
per designation, except the GRI, 
which required approximately 60 
hours of education. These classes 
are all in addition to the required 
15 hours of education a year re-
quired to maintain a a real estate 
license. “It shows commitment 
and desire for continued better-
ment in the profession as well as 
myself,” said Zupancich. “You 
can always learn new things and 
new ideas and when the market is 
ever changing.”

Zupancich isn’t stopping 
there; she is currently working on 
two more certifications and hopes 
to be done by the end of the year. 
“Not only do you have to take the 
required course(s), but a passing 
grade after each completion is re-
quired as well. Depending on my 
schedule that means either a very 

early start to the day, 
or a later bedtime in 
order to get through 
the coursework” 
Zupancich stated.

The training 
she received helps 
agents help their 
buyers or sellers ele-
vate their negotiating 
“game”, and equips 
brokers and owners 
with advanced busi-

ness management education in an 
industry that is constantly chang-
ing and evolving.

Through its commitment to 
professional development, z’Up 
North Realty strives to provide 
the highest quality of service to 
buyers and sellers looking for a 
real estate partner they can trust.

Zupancich isn’t the only one 
in the company with designations. 
Kim Borgeson and Sheri Israel in 
Babbitt both have GRI’s, and Jodi 
Nyman in Ely has her At Home 
with Diversity designations/cer-
tificates. With this level of exper-
tise from our agents, clients can 
be sure that they will receive the 
best real estate experience possi-
ble.

z’Up North Realty recently 
expanded, opening its fifth loca-
tion in Tower, and has a total of 
18 realtors. For more information 
about z’Up North Realty and list-
ings, visit  www.zupnorth.com or 
call 218-827-2288. 

SOUDAN- At a special 
meeting on Oct. 10, the Breit-
ung Town Board passed a res-
olution to sell the PFA loan in 
the amount of $284,580 to the 
City of Tower. The switch was 
necessary to avoid fees for 
an external audit. The City of 
Tower will not incur any extra 
fees since they already pay for 
an external audit. 

The board reviewed a 
quote from Flagship Recre-
ation for a playground struc-
ture at McKinley Park Camp-

ground (see possible layout at 
right). The quote for just the 
structure, not including la-
bor or other associated costs, 
came in at $31,806. Since the 
cost is over $25,000, the town-
ship will need to pursue quotes 
from other companies as well. 

After the short public 
meeting, the meeting was then 
closed for contract negotia-
tions with Local Union 49 on 
behalf of the maintenance em-
ployees.

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Please Donate! New Mower Needed!

  Let’s raise enough money this fall, so in the 
spring of 2024, the Cemetery Board can 
purchase new mowing equipment.
  Two weeks ago, we reported on the expenses 
for the 2023 season. It is not like several years 
ago when a five or ten dollar bill went much 
farther. The Cemetery Board would appreciate 
if you can contribute to what we are calling 
“a special fund just for new mower equipment 
in 2024.”

   Many thanks to all and especially some of 
the large donations. It is those who give that 
keep the Lakeview Cemetery grounds so nice. 
If it wasn’t for you all, I don’t know who would 
maintain our local cemetery in Tower. I will 
start this fund going and donate one hundred 
dollars!

Secretary Leonard Stefanich
The Tower Cemetery Assoc.
P.O. Box 874
Tower, MN 55790

Pumpkin carving party on Sunday at the civic center

Zupancich earns professional designations

Township to call for quotes for new McKinley Park playground structure

Tower Farmers Market makes donation 
to the Tower Area Food Shelf

Kristine Jonas (far left) and Mickey White (second from 
left) presented a check to Tower Area Food Shelf volun-



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey 
St., Ely/
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those inter-
ested in being a host, 
or who have a speak-
er suggestion, contact 
Lacey Squier by email 
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at 
218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

Oct. 24: No meet-
ing this week

Oct. 31: Human 
Trafficking 101 with 
Tatiana Bergum

Nov. 7: Well Being 
Development’s Recovery 
Project

Nov. 14: Meet New 
Elyites

In Brief

Support groups

DISNEY’S FROZEN—THE BROADWAY MUSICAL

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

an early breakfast
things slowing down from 
summer

birds ready to fly 

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

LOONy opera does Frozen fundraiser

Ely Public Library 
ELY- The October Ka-

hoot trivia game will be on 
the books of Jane Austen. 
This activity is for teens 
and adults. The Kahoot 
will run from Wednes-
day, Oct. 18, at 3 p.m., to 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, at 8 a.m. 
Pre-register in advance 
with an email address so 
the library can send the 
link for the game.

The library will cele-
brate National Kangaroo 
Awareness Day on Tues-
day, Oct. 24, from 3-4 
p.m. This program is for 
all ages. Along with learn-
ing about kangaroos, the 
event will include making 
a pouch. Pre-register in 
advance so the library can 
order enough supplies.

On Wednesday, Oct. 
25, from 2-3:30 p.m., 
award-winning photogra-
pher Craig Blacklock will 
show his traditional land-
scapes from Lake Superior 
as well as images from his 
new photographic series, 
“Light Waves,” which 
takes a more abstract look 
at the mirror of Lake Supe-

rior’s surface. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 31, 

stop by the library in cos-
tume to get a Halloween 
gift, during regular library 
hours.

The library board will 
meet on Wednesday, Nov. 
1, at 5:30 p.m.

A new Kahoot triv-
ia game will begin on 
Thursday, Nov. 3, at 3 
p.m., and will run until 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, at 8 a.m. 
The kahoot will be on the 
first three books of the 
“Pages & Co.” series by 
Anna James. Pre-register 
in advance with an email 
address so the library can 
send the link for the game.

The Library Scientists 
group will meet on Friday, 
Nov. 3, from 3-4 p.m., 
where the attendees will 
learn about DNA and will 
attempt to extract DNA 
from fruit. Pre-register in 
advance so the library can 
order enough supplies.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 

at 224 E. Chapman St., un-
less otherwise noted.

NLAA Art Show
ELY- The Northern 

Lakes Arts Association 
art show for October is 
“Northern Lake Stories,” 
by Lin Rose, from Oct.16-
29, in the lobby of Ely’s 
Historic State Theater, 
whenever the theater is 
open.

Turkey Trot 
ELY- The early regis-

tration deadline for End of 
the Road Yoga’s Turkey 
Trot event on Thanksgiv-
ing morning is Sunday, 
Oct. 22. The discounted 
early registration for the 
5k run/walk is $20 and 
$30 for the 10k run. De-
tails and registration are 
online at endoftheroad.
yoga, under the event 
schedule tab.

Community Choir
ELY- The Northern 

Lakes Arts Association 
Community Choir, con-

ducted by Susan Germek, 
will start rehearsals every 
Wednesday, from 5:30-7 
p.m., at the Fine Arts The-
ater, Vermilion Campus, 
Minnesota college North. 
First rehearsal is on Oct. 
18.

Thai Food
ELY- Paan, of Ely’s 

favorite food truck, Thai 
Cuisine by Paan, will be 
teaching how to make Thai 
cabbage rolls along with 
her special dipping sauces, 
at Ely Community Educa-
tion, at the Ely Senior Cen-
ter, on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 2-4 p.m.. Cost is $32. 
Sign-up at elyclasses.com.

Concert
ELY- The Mesabi 

Symphony Orchestra will 
perform a concert titled 
“Music is Colorful,” fea-
turing works that use musi-
cal instruments in intrigu-
ing ways. The program 
includes Mendelssohn’s 
famous “The Hebrides,” 
better known as “Fingal’s 
Cave.”

Estate Planning
ELY- Attorney Kelly 

Klun will teach a no-cost 
estate planning class at Ely 
Community Education, 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, in the media cen-
ter at the ISD 696 campus, 
600 E. Harvey St. Use the 
new center entrance to the 
school with the door No. 
1 sign. Go through both 
sets of doors, and then turn 
right the media center is on 
the right after the school 
nurse office, across from 
the new gym. The class 
will repeat Nov. 15 and 
Dec. 13.

Pumpkin Carving
ELY- Ely Flower and 

Seed will hold a pumpkin 
carving contest, bake sale, 
and raffle event on Satur-
day, Oct. 28, from noon-4 
p.m., at 145 W. Camp. St. 

Calendar Parking 
ELY- Calendar park-

ing for the purpose of 
clearing snow begins in-
side Ely city limits on 
Nov. 1.

ELY- A high school 
musical fundraiser went 
looney tunes on Thursday 
evening, Oct. 12, for the Ely 
Memorial High School’s 
production of “Disney’s 
Frozen—The Broadway 
Musical.” The event was 
visited by Duluth’s Lyric 
Opera of the North, com-
monly known as LOON, 
which performed numbers 
from famous operas.

LOON brought four 
of its touring opera sing-
ers to Ely for an Oct. 13 
performance of Opera for 
the Young’s adaptation of 
“Hansel and Gretel.” While 
they were here, LOON vol-
unteered to present solo 
numbers from popular op-
eras for the Thursday, Oct. 
12, fundraiser and cast re-
veal event.

Music teacher Mike 
Rouse had 16 elementa-
ry students rehearsed and 
ready to perform with the 
opera singers for Friday’s 
performance. LOON takes 
an opera adaptation every 

year to northern Minnesota 
schools and includes stu-
dents in the chorus of that 
annual opera production. 

This year’s chorus 
of elementary students 
from the Ely production 
of “Hansel and Gretel” 
were invited by LOON to 
perform with the operatic 
soloists on Thursday eve-
ning—and four did. The 
students and opera profes-
sionals sang the opening 
ensemble piece from “Han-
sel and Gretel.”

LOON performed se-
lections from famous op-
eras at the fundraiser, in-
cluding bass-baritone Rob 
Riordan singing the Tore-
ador song from “Carmen,” 
soprano Angela Born sing-
ing a selection from “Phan-
tom of the Opera,” soprano 
Anna Donnelly singing an 
aria from “La Bohème,” 
and mezzo Kaisa Herr-
mann performing a piece 
from “Marriage of Figaro.” 

The event raised just 
over $2,000. The com-
plete cast list and the list  
of “Frozen” supporters are 
online at frozeninely.org.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Four professional opera singers from the Lyric Opera of the North (LOON) 
perform with students from Ely’s Washington Elementary School on 
Thursday evening, Oct. 12, at a fundraiser for Ely Memorial High School’s 
production of “Disney’s Frozen—The Broadway Musical.” From left-to-
right, back row: LOON singers Kaisa Herrmann, Anna Donnelly, Angela 
Born, Rob Riordan; front row: Washington Elementary students Henry 
Gillson, Ethan Perkins, Kayla Larsen, Elya Perkins; piano: LOON music 
director Carson Rose Schneider. photo by C. Clark

ELY- The Northern 
Lakes Arts Association 
raised over $3,000 for its 
youth arts fund at its Oct. 
14 fundraiser at the Ver-
milion Fine Arts Theater. 
The event was modeled 
after the popular masked 
singer TV show. The au-
dience voted with dol-
lars to pick their favorite 
singer and the winner was 
Jess Edberg, the executive 
director of the Dorothy 
Molter Museum.

Second place was Lisa 
Pugh, who was disguised 

as a mosquito. Third place 
was taken by Elijah Olson, 
who was costumed as a 
white fluffy cloud.

The other singers were 
Bra Dekkers as a pirate, 
Alison Poppler as a cater-
pillar, Jennifer Merhar as 
Lady Lillian, Nick Bates 
as a scarecrow, and Crys-
tal Chopp as the Queen of 
Hearts.

The judges for the 
event were Karl Kubiak, 
Jim Lah, and Sara Skelton. 
The MC was the ever-fun-
ny Lacey Squiers.

ELY- Science teach-
er Nate LaFond’s job de-
scription does not include 
tree climbing. He went 
up a tree anyway because 
that’s where the weather 
balloon landed, sever-
al miles south on Lake 
County Road 2 on the 
road to Two Harbors. The 
balloon was launched by 
his eighth-grade science 
class on Monday morn-
ing. 

“I followed the GPS 
trackers to the balloon,” 
LaFond posted to the 
weather balloon project’s 
Facebook page, includ-
ing a picture of the pay-
load frame and deflated 
balloon stuck in a pair of 
birch trees. 

A supermajority of 
68 percent predicted on 

Facebook that the eighth 
grade’s weather balloon 
would land in a tree yes-
terday. They were right.
A yearly tradition

“It’s become a tradi-
tion that the eighth grade 
launches the weather 
balloon every year,” La-
Fond told the Timberjay 
in an interview. LaFond 
said this year was his fifth 
launch. The project is 
older than LaFond’s time 
teaching in Ely. 

LaFond explained 
that the yearly launch in-
cludes not just weather 
and atmospheric physics 
data, but also includes data 
collection that supports 
other high school class-
es like the seventh-grade 
life sciences and elev-
enth-grade chemistry. The 
weather balloon project 
isn’t just for Ely. Several 
other Arrowhead region 

schools also launch their 
own weather balloons, all 
originally funded through 
a grant from St. Louis Co.
The flight

This year’s launch 
was originally planned for 
Thursday morning, Oct. 
12, but was pushed back 
to Monday due to staff 
scheduling problems.

On Monday morn-
ing, the balloon lifted off 
shortly after 10 a.m. from 
the Ely Memorial High 
School baseball field. The 
balloon carried aloft a 
parachute, flight comput-
er, a GPS tracker, Go-Pro 
camera, and other instru-
mentation,

LaFond reported that 
the maximum altitude 
recorded this year was 
22,796 meters, which is 
14.165 miles.

NLAA raises $3,000

Elijah Olson in his cloud costume in the 
Northern Lakes Arts Association masked 
singer  fundraiser on Oct. 14. Olson took 
third place. photo by C. Clark

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

8th grade hits stratosphere
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

The Ely eighth grade’s annual weather balloon launch broke into the 
stratosphere on Monday, Oct. 16, reaching an altitude of 22,796 meters, 
over fourteen miles up. The balloon payload took this selfie. submitted photo
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

HOMECOMING

FIELD TWP- The 
North Woods volleyball 
seniors – Talise Goodsky, 
Madison Dantes, River 
Cheney, Addy Hartway, 
and Tori Olson – were the 
center of attention at Tues-
day’s final home match 
of the regular season, and 
deservedly so, given what 
they’ve added to the Griz-
zlies best season showing 
since 2018.

The quintet received 
individual plaudits from 
their teammates before the 
match against Floodwood, 
some spoken between 
tears as the emotional 
bonds were evident.

And this year’s senior 
class added a different 
wrinkle to the traditional 
festivities by stepping up 
on stage and leading the 
audience in the singing of 
the National Anthem.

After the match, a mo-
mentarily disappointing 
3-2 loss, Grizzlies Head 
Coach Kandi Olson took a 
few moments to talk about 
her seniors.

She began with 
Goodsky, who earlier this 
season eclipsed 1,000 set 
assists for her career.

“She just had 49 set 
assists – I think we know 
what she brought to the 
floor today,” Olson said. 
“And look how calm she 
stayed during that whole 
match. Just to have a set-
ter who has that floor dy-
namic is so calming and 
soothing to the rest of the 

players, yet she’s so ex-
cited for them when they 
succeed. She had a great 
night tonight.”

“Maddie is kind of a 
wild card for us,” Olson 
said of Dantes. “We put 
her in a spot where she 
was going to have to step 
up and do some different 
things for us this season. 
In the past we’ve had her 
either play just defense or 
play as a setter. This year 
we made her play the front 
row, front right side, and 
we think she has grown 
and done a great job in 
that spot. It’s been excit-
ing to see how she grew 
throughout the season.”

Hartway was up next.
“Addy came into the 

season ready to play, and 
she was an awesome force 
right from the start,” Ol-
son said. “And you could 
just see her developing 
through the whole season. 
She has such a great court 
dynamic and communica-
tion ability, and she is al-
ways just looking for the 
holes and trying to play 
the game as intelligently 
as possible so that we can 
be the best team we can 
be.”

Olson managed to 
hold her emotions in 
check as she talked about 
her daughter Tori.

“Tori has been work-
ing with this whole team 
since she took over the 
libero spot in eighth 
grade,” Olson said. She 

bounced around to another 
spot for a little while, but 
she’s just got an infectious 
energy in the backcourt 
and she’s excited to be 
there at all times. She’s put 
up so many great digs in 
key moments, and it’s ex-
citing to see how far she’s 
come.”

While most of the 
group has been playing 
together since junior high, 
Cheney is a relative new-
comer.

“River is one that we 
were honestly excited to 
have come into the season 
last year as a newbie,” Ol-
son said. “We didn’t know 
she was going to come out 
until partway through the 
summer season. To see 
how she grew in just two 
years of play is incredible. 
She is running everything 
any other middle player 
can run in only two years. 
What I love about her is 
that she’s got this awe-
some energy that everyone 
feeds off of, and it’s excit-
ing to watch her play.”

Senior night was not 
really saying good-bye, 
as the Grizzlies will be 
on their home court again 
next week for the start 
of the 7A sectional tour-
nament. They have the 
possibility of playing two 
matches at home, and if 
they win both will ad-
vance to the semifinals at 
Rock Ridge.

The Great Pumpkin comes to Orr for sincere weigh-in

In Charlie Brown lore, the Great Pumpkin rides far and wide in search of 
the sincerest pumpkin patch in the land, and that may have been in Orr 
last Saturday for the Orr Lions Club Pumpkin Weign-In at the Orr Center. 
In addition to the weigh-in there was free food and fun activities for 
kids. Above: Fred Gutzmann poses with his $100 first-place pumpkin, a 
154-pounder. Right: Curt Laakkonen and Bill Purdy carry a pumpkin to the 
scale. Purdy had the second biggest pumpkin at the event at 143 pounds, 
and Paul Markwardt took third with a 139-pounder. The Lions were sincere-
ly grateful to all who made the event a success.          photos by D. Colburn

North Woods senior volleyballers, from left, Talise Goodsky, River Cheney, 
Addy Hartway, Tori Olson, and Madison Dantes lead a packed gymnasium 
in the National Anthem for Tuesday's Senior Night.   photo by D. Colburn

Seniors Luke Will and Addy Hartway were crowned North Woods 
homecoming king and queen at a coronation ceremony on Friday 
afternoon at the school. The royal court was re-introduced at the Grizzlies 
football game that evening.         photo courtesy of Connie Stone Photography

Gallery features 
exhibits and wood 
carvers group

COOK- October is 
the month North Woods 
Friends of the Arts cele-
brates its members with 
a show at the NWFA Gal-
lery in Cook. On display 
are member art keepsakes 
and a myriad of mixed 
arts, crafts and gifts. Pa-
trons can view the exhibit 
on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 10 
a.m.— 4 p.m., and Satur-
days from 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
through the end of the 
month.

In the works for No-
vember is the exhibit “Na-
tive American Art:  Past 
and Present” opening 
Thursday, Nov. 2 and run-
ning through Nov. 23. A 
reception honoring Native 
American artists will be 

held on Friday, Nov. 3 at 
the gallery from 5 p.m.—
7 p.m.

The woodcarvers 
group continues its tradi-
tion of Thursday evening 
get-togethers to carve at 
the gallery from 6 p.m— 8 
p.m. The group is interest-
ed in adding new members 
-- call Howard  Hilshorst 
at 218-290-1391 for more 
information. The wood-
carver group is not a class 
but a chance to work with 
and share experience with 
other woodcarvers.

Winter gallery hours 
begin in November. Open 
hours will be from 10 
a.m.—4 p.m. on Thurs-
days and Fridays and 9 
a.m.—1 p.m. on Satur-
days.

More information 
about NWFA art classes 
and events is on Facebook 
and Instagram as well 

as the at www.nwfamn.
org.   Or, email questions 
to nwfamn.org@gmail.
com..  NWFA, supporting 
30 to 40 artists winter and 
summer by inspiring, nur-
turing and celebrating the 
arts in the region of Cook, 

It's Fiber Arts 
Month in October 
Cook Public Library

COOK- October is 
Fiber Arts Month at the 
Cook Public Library, fea-
turing displays by local fi-
ber artists all month long. 
Everyone is invited to see 
the many fiber arts on dis-
play during the Fiber Arts 
Tea on Thursday, Oct. 
26.  Hot beverages and 
goodies will be served.

A table with free fiber 
art books, patterns and no-
tions is also available.

Enter to win a gift 

basket which includes a 
$30 gift certificate from 
Cabin Quilting in Cook

Buy your raffle tickets 
for the Halloween-themed 
quilt on display at the 
library.  Tickets cost 
$1.  The raffle is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the Cook Public Library 
and the quilt was gener-
ously donated by Diane 
Frerichs.  Raffle drawing 
will take place on Nov. 1.

Trinity to offer 
Veterans Day meal

COOK- Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Cook 
will host a Veterans Day 
luncheon on Friday, Nov. 
10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
in the church fellowship 
hall.

This free lasagna 
lunch is in recognition of 
the service and dedication 

all veterans have given for 
our country.

All area veterans and 
their family members are 
welcome to attend, as well 
as surviving spouses of 
veterans.

Questions may be di-
rected to the church office 
at 218-666-5965. Trinity 
is located at 231 2nd St. 
SE. Handicapped parking 
is available.

Nicholas scores 
semifinatlist three-
peat for music award

COOK-Cook native 
and Chicago high school 
vocal music teacher Trev-
or Nicholas is once again 
among 25 semifinalists 
for the 2024 Music Ed-
ucator Award presented 
by the Recording Acade-
my, known for its annual 
Grammy awards, and the 

Grammy Museum.
It's his third consecu-

tive nomination as a semi-
finalist for the award. The 
prior two award years, 
2022 and 2023, Nicholas 
was further honored for 
his work at Senn High 
School in Chicago by 
being named one of ten 
award finalists.

Music Educator 
Award semifinalists were 
selected from a pool of 
more than 2,000 initial 
nominations from across 
all 50 U.S. states. Final-
ists will be announced in 
December, and the ulti-
mate recipient of the 2024 
Music Educator Award 
will be recognized during 
Grammy Week 2024, days 
ahead of the 2024 Gram-
mys.

North Woods seniors play final regular season home match
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septic systems at lakeshore 
cabins and resorts, many of 
which they claim are failing 
or no longer compliant, 
allowing them to leak pol-
lutants, mostly phosphorus, 
into area lakes. Phosphorus 
is frequently a limiting 
nutrient in Minnesota lakes, 
so the addition of phos-
phorus can lead to more 
frequent and more intense 
algae blooms. 
Evidence lacking

Y e t ,  w h i l e  t h e 
VNPCWJPB’s mission 
appears to be worthwhile, 
the board has actually 
done little to document 
the problems it claims to 
be addressing. Far from 
declining water quality, 
the relatively limited 
testing data available from 
the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency shows that 
phosphorus levels on major 
lakes within the park have 
been declining for decades. 
That’s due, in part, to strict-
er regulations surrounding 
the design and permitting 
of individual septic systems 
as well as the phaseout of 
phosphorus in products like 
laundry detergent.

Back in the 1970s, 
testing at Crane Lake 
and Lake Kabetogama 
yielded phosphorus levels 
averaging at or above 
0.05 milligrams per liter 
(mg/l). Subsequent testing 
demonstrated continuing 
declines in phosphorus 
levels. By 1991, testing 
on Kabetogama found 
that phosphorus levels 
had fallen to an average of 
0.0265 mg/l and that had 
fallen even further, to just 
0.0195 mg/l as of the most 
recent testing in 2014-15. 

Both Crane and Rainy 
lakes, experienced similar 
trends of declining phos-
phorus levels over the same 
time frame. 

N o r  h a s  t h e 
VNPCWJPB documented 
that any septic systems 
in their service area are 
actually discharging inade-
quately treated wastewater 
into surface waters. The 
master plan for the Ash 
River project claims that 23 
systems along the river are 
either “non-compliant” or 
“probably non-compliant,” 
although that in itself is 
not evidence a system is 
actually polluting. Another 
15 systems were rated as 
“maybe non-compliant” or 
“may be compliant.”

The SEH engineers 
who drafted the master plan 
acknowledge that it based its 
determinations on reviews 

of permit paperwork and 
other county records, rather 
than onsite inspections that 
could confirm whether any 
of the systems was actually 
polluting. 

Individual  sept ic 
systems, when operating 
properly, should have no 
discharge of pollutants 
to surface waters. That’s 
according to Sara Heger, 
a University of Minnesota 
researcher and associate 
professor with the univer-
sity’s Water Resources 
Center, who works with 
homeowners and commu-
nities to plan onsite sewage 
treatment solutions. “At 
the end of the day, the 
wastewater coming out of 
a septic system is cleaner 
that what comes out of a 
treatment plant,” Heger 
said. “There is this whole 
idea that a treatment plant 
is the best option. But a lot 
of time for the environ-
ment, it’s not better to be 
hooked up. The output from 
a well-maintained septic 
system is zero.”
Extraordinary costs

The Ash River project 
is currently estimated at 
$24 million, although given 
recent inflationary trends 
in construction, the price 
could well go far above that. 
The same engineer who is 
behind the cost estimates 
at Ash River had recently 
projected the cost of a new 
drinking water treatment 
facility in Tower at $5.5 
million, while earlier this 
month the project’s lone 
bid came in at $9.1 million, 
which has put that project 
in limbo.

To raise $24 million, 
supporters of the Ash 
River project are seeking 
$7 million in congressio-
nally directed spending 
for the project, along with 
an additional $7 million in 
state bonding. Grants from 
several other sources could 
bring in another $8 million 
in mostly state dollars, 
while an anticipated $2 
million loan from the Public 
Facilities Authority would 
round out the funding. 

The VNPCWJPB, 
in a recent resolution, 
claim that they’ve already 
received commitments 
from Third District Sen. 
Grant Hauschild and Rep. 
Roger Skraba to advocate 
for state bonding dollars 
for the project. Hauschild 
said he met with members 
of the VNPCWJPB and 
SEH recently to discuss the 
project, but acknowledged 
he had not read the master 

plan and was unfamiliar 
with the details of the pro-
posal. He said given the 
high number of projects 
that lawmakers are asked 
to back every year, he has 
to rely on local elected offi-
cials to undertake that kind 
of due diligence. “This was 
vetted as a county priority. 
I guess I don’t really know 
why they are making this 
such a priority, if it’s so 
costly,” he said.

Given the relatively 
small number of cabins or 
homes involved, the cost 
of the project is astound-
ing. While the master plan 
cites 81 cabins currently 
in the area they propose to 
serve, roughly half of them 
have septic systems that 
are compliant or may be 
compliant, or use holding 
tanks or outhouses, which 
typically don’t pollute. 
Many of the cabins are 
relatively small and are 
used only seasonally or 
on weekends and generate 
very little wastewater. 

Depending on how one 
calculates it, the project’s 
cost per cabin served ranges 
from $296,000-$470,500. 

“That’s insane,” said 
Heger, when informed 
of the project’s price tag. 
“There’s no one in their 
right mind who would say 
that’s a good idea— except 
people who don’t have to 
pay for it.”

The cost of construc-
tion is just part of the overall 
price tag. The project’s 
master plan projects an 
annual operating expense 
of $460,000, and it’s not 
clear where the money to 
cover those costs will come 
from. County commission-
er Paul McDonald, who 
chairs the VNPCWJPB, 
said the board’s goal is to 
keep the monthly charge 
to users to about $100. But 
even if the owners of all 
81 cabins in the coverage 
area are assessed a $100 
monthly fee, that would 
generate just $8,100 a 
month. With an anticipated 
operating cost of $38,333 
a month, that leaves an 
enormous funding gap. 
Covering that gap through 
fees to users would require 
a monthly charge of nearly 
$475 for the owners of each 
of the 81 affected cabins, or 
more than $5,000 a year. 

McDonald said that 
the project would likely not 
proceed with construction 
without adequate funding 
that allows for affordable 
rates for the users. “I 
believe the goal for the Ash 

River District is in the $100/
month range per EDU. This 
rate is similar to the rates 
for the existing systems at 
Island View, Kabetogema, 
and Crane Lake.”
Does it make 
sense?

Local officials in the 
area have come under fire in 
the past for pushing expen-
sive centralized wastewater 
treatment systems. When 
Crane Lake officials faced 
criticism and threats of law-
suits from residents over a 
similar plan there, the board 
overseeing the project 
reached out to Heger, who 
agreed to consult on the 
project. Heger said she 
eventually felt that she was 
brought in more to provide 
political cover than advice 
the Crane Lake officials 
intended to rely upon. 

Heger had argued at 
the time for a different 
model, one which relied on 
individual septic systems 
or cluster systems in some 
cases, with a sewer district 
that manages the systems 
and pays for maintenance 
and eventual replacement 
as needed. Other lake 
communities in Minnesota, 
such as Otter Tail County, 
have adopted a similar 
approach, providing pro-
tection for lakes at a small 
fraction of upfront capital 
and subsequent operating 
and maintenance costs than 
the model proposed by the 
VNPCWJPB.

When asked about 
alternatives, McDonald 
said the members of the 
joint powers board were 
familiar with the Otter Tail 
service district, and noted 
that the Crane Lake Sewer 
District operates a hybrid 
system, with a centralized 
pipe system that serves 
portions of the community 
with a managed septic 
system program elsewhere 
on the lake. 

“A managed ISTS 
system is not a recommend-
ed solution for the Ash 
River District as many of 
the lots in the service area 
are too small for properly 
sized ISTS systems,” said 
McDonald, in comments on 
the issue he offered earlier 
this year. “There are also 
many issues in that area 
with bedrock and high 
groundwater levels.” 

St. Louis County con-
tinues to permit septic 
systems for lake homes and 
cabins in northern parts of 
the county, using mound 
systems that are designed 
for areas with shallow soils 

and high water tables. 
Questionable claims

Adding to the concern 
about the Ash River project 
are claims made by the 
VNPCWJPB. A resolution 
approved by the board this 
past December, which was 
submitted to Congress and 
other potential funders 
claims that the board’s 
efforts have had “a very pos-
itive impact on the waters 
of Voyageurs National Park 
and the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness.” 
Yet, the board has made 
no data available publicly 
that documents an improve-
ment in water quality in 
the park as a result of their 
efforts. What’s more, none 
of the waters within the 
BWCAW are impacted by 
the VNPCWJPB’s work 
since the wilderness area is 
located upstream of the area 
served by the board. County 
officials, when asked about 
that discrepancy, acknowl-
edged an “administrative 
error.”

In addition, the proj-
ect’s master plan appears 
to make claims that either 
aren’t factual or are highly 
exaggerated. The plan cat-
egorizes a large portion of 
the southeast shore of the 
Ash River as “high-den-
sity residential,” and pro-
poses extending a sewer 
line under the river to 
connect cabins along that 
stretch of shoreline. In 
fact, the plan indicates 
a total of 17 properties 
along that approximately 
one mile of water-access 
shoreline, many of which 
include very small and 
rustic cabins assessed at 
less than $50,000, and with 
annual property tax bills of 
around $1,000. 
Is money driving 
the process?

A 2022 report pro-
duced by SEH for the 
VNPCWJPB pegs the 
combined cost of their 
proposals for Ash River, 
Crane Lake, Kabetogama 
Township, and Rainy Lake 
at an eye-popping $104.9 
million. The report further 
notes that a 25-percent 
engineering fee is built into 
that figure, which means 
that full implementation of 
the plan would be expect-
ed to net SEH about $26 
million. 

“That is the biggest 
issue, that engineers work 
on a percentage of the 
project,” said Heger.

Supporters of the Ash 
River proposal note that 

the MPCA approved their 
proposal back in June 2022, 
but the agency focuses its 
review on whether or not 
the plan will protect water 
quality, not whether it’s 
cost-effective. 

Heger said that’s where 
the plan falls short. “I’m not 
saying that what they’re 
proposing won’t work. At 
the end of the day, it will 
protect the environment. 
But will it do so in the 
mostly economical and sus-
tainable way? The answer 
is no.”

Heger notes that the 
ultimate goal of any such 
proposal should be to 
remove as much phos-
phorus from wastewater 
discharges as possible 
for every dollar spent. 
“That’s what we should 
care about. Not lining any-
body’s pocket.”

Heger, an advocate of 
onsite wastewater treat-
ment, said engineering 
firms have a built-in aver-
sion to wastewater treat-
ment programs designed 
around installing and main-
taining well-designed indi-
vidual or clustered septic 
systems, an approach that 
is typically far less costly 
than the methods that SEH 
has consistently pushed 
with the VNPCWJPB. But 
she said many engineering 
firms don’t have septic 
system designers on staff 
and so don’t recommend 
solutions dominated by the 
use of such systems. In St. 
Louis County, non-engi-
neers are routinely certified 
to work as septic system 
designers and their typical 
fees are modest by compari-
son with a large engineering 
firm. 

“Going back to the 
engineering firms,” said 
Heger, “lower cost simply 
isn’t to their advantage.”

In the end, Heger said 
it should come down to 
the effective use of public 
funds. She notes the state 
has only so much funding 
available for clean water 
projects, so when funds 
aren’t spent cost-effec-
tively, it’s a setback for 
the overall goal of cleaner 
water in Minnesota lakes. 
“As a taxpayer, that’s what 
I care about.”

The Timberjay sub-
mitted questions last week 
to the St. Louis County 
Administrator seeking doc-
umentation of the need. 
County officials replied 
right at presstime and 
offered little additional 
information. 

on the Siemans-brand EV 
chargers state.

Omerza was hopeful 
that her comments would 
halt the threatening notes 
and any potential damage 
to library workers’ vehi-
cles. “If the issue contin-
ues,” said Omerza, “more 
extreme measures will be 
taken.”
Calendar parking

The council heard a 
report from Ely Police 
Chief Chad Houde which 
included the bad news that 
calendar parking goes into 
effect on Nov. 1. For the 
first few weeks, he noted 
that the PD would be 
putting friendly reminders 
on vehicles while posting 
notifications on the city 
Facebook page and website 
as well.

For those in Ely who 
may have forgotten the 
dreaded winter scourge 
of calendar parking, cars 
need to park on the correct 
side of the road so snow-
plows can clear the other 
side during snow season. 
Personal vehicles must 
alternate which side of the 
street to park on depending 

on the date.
In general, on even 

days of the month, park 
on the even-numbered side 
of the street or avenue. On 
odd days of the month, park 
on the side of the street or 
avenue with the odd-num-
bered houses. Some streets 
in Ely have their own cal-
endar parking instructions 
instead, which the public 
should follow. 
Other business

In other action on 
Tuesday, the council:

 Approved the rec-
ommendation from the 
Projects Committee for the 
city attorney to assist with 
drafting the easements for 
the Prospectors Loop Trail 
connection for the Bear Run 
and the Y-Store to Pfeiffer 
Lake sections.

 Approved the rec-
ommendation from the 
Projects Committee for the 
City of Ely to submit an 
application for Ely water 
system Improvements for 
Community Development 
Block Grant funding.

  Heard from Ely 
Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski that the city’s 

facilities at its parks were 
now winterized and ready 
for cold weather.

 Approved the resig-
nation of Officer Wimmer 
from the Ely Police 
Department and voted to 
send Wimmer a thank you 
letter for his service to the 
city.

 Approved Houde’s 
request to post for an open 
police officer position. 
Because Wimmer’s res-
ignation is the second in 
two months, the ad for the 
position will stay open until 
the department’s vacant 
positions are filled.

 Approved the condi-
tional job offer for an open 
patrol officer position to 
Courtney Schurhammer, 
pending passing a back-
ground investigation and a 
psychological and medical 
examination. Schurhammer 
has worked for the Ely PD 
in the past as a traffic 
control officer.

 Approved the second 
readings of Ordinance 
372, second series, “An 
Ordinance of the City of 
Ely, Minn., amending the 
Ely City Code, Chapter 10,” 
and Ordinance 373, second 

series, “An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minn., deleting 
from the Ely City Code, 
Chapter 6, Section 6.32, 
entitled ‘Kennels.’” The 
council also voted to adopt 
Resolution 2023-025, “to 
establish license fees for 
dogs.” With the approval 
of these three items, the 
council finished the three-
month-long updating of the 
city’s ordinances on pets.

Approved a note and 
mortgage for a residential 
rehab loan for Joseph and 
Nicole Shusta at 539 E. 
Chapman St. for $6,000 for 
a new furnace.

 Approved the fol-
lowing claims for payment 
for Oct. 17: City of Ely and 
Ely Utilities Commission 
claims for for $580,158; 
pay estimate No. 3 for the 
East End Development 
Project for $189,919.97 
to Low Impact Excavators 
Inc.; invoice No. 90086 
to AE2S for the Waste 
Water Treatment Facility 
(WWTF) Project  for 
$14,167; invoice No. 
454833 to SEH for $6417 
for the Prospector Loop 
Trail.

  Received and 

approved a timeline from 
the owner of 1545 E. 
Harvey St. for the removal 
of the trailer home and the 
sale of the property. As 
mentioned in the Oct. 6 
edition of the Timberjay, 
the owner of the property 
indicated a willingness to 
work with the city at the 
Oct. 3 city council meeting 
to amend the property’s 
condition and to avoid a 
blight action.

  A p p r o v e d 
Resolution 2023-026, 
authorizing the Ely Igloo 
Snowmobile Club to sell 
pull tabs at the Kwazy 
Wabbitt bar as a fundraiser.

  Accepted the 
resignat ion of  Scot t 
Kochendorfer from the 
Police Commission and 
advertise for an open seat 
on the commission.

 Approved the Turkey 
Trot on Thanksgiving 
morning, Nov. 23, from 
8-10 a.m., for both a 5k 
or 10k walk-or-run event 
put on by End of the Road 
Yoga.

 A p p r o v e d  t h e 
“Trunk-or-Treat” event 
on Oct. 31 in Whiteside 
Park. This event will close 

7thAve. (Linda Fryer Way) 
from Sheridan St. to Harvey 
St.

  Scheduled the 
continued combined city 
council study session 
meeting with the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
(P&Z) on Nov. 28, to 
continue the discussion on 
the updated permissible 
and conditional uses list. 
The council and P&Z 
began their shared study 
session on Sept. 26. The 
action is independent of 
the conditional use permit 
(CUP) by Dean Peterson, to 
reopen and expand the RV 
Park property on Pioneer 
Rd. bordering Miners 
Lake. The Ely Board of 
Adjustment voted to table 
the CUP Application on 
Sept. 20, as summarized 
in the Sept. 29 issue of the 
Timberjay. Peterson with-
drew the CUP application 
on Oct. 11, which was the 
only item of business on 
the 37-second-long Board 
of Adjustment meeting last 
week.

READ THE TIMBERJAY!    
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short films representing a 
variety of genres for the 
first portion of the program, 
followed by dinner and then 
the event’s feature presen-
tation, “A Winter Love” by 
noted and award-winning 
Dine (Navajo) playwright 
Rhiana Yazzie, artistic 
director at the New Native 
Theater in St. Paul.

The first film was a 
three-minute animated 
short of a poem written by 
poet, educator and moti-
vational speaker Tanaya 
Winder, who grew up on the 
Southern Ute Reservation 
in Colorado and is an 
enrolled member of the 
Duckwater Shoshone Tribe. 
The animation was created 
by Minnesota visual artist 
Moira Villiard, a Fond 
du Lac direct descendant 
with mixed Indigenous 
and set t ler  heri tage. 
“Extraction” is a powerful 
piece that tells a story of 
Indigenous identity stolen 
through colonialism and 
conquest, from boarding 
schools to today’s plight 
of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women.

Up next was a deep dive 

into the realm of eco-sci-
ence fiction with “Closed 
System,” a 13-minute 
film created by a group 
of Canadian filmmakers 
known as the Bawaadan 
Collective. From a descrip-
tion by the film’s creators, 
a genetically modified 
invasive species of fly, 
bred to eat plastic and spin 
it into rope, makes a bid 
for freedom in the last wil-
derness on Earth. A dutiful 
female naturalist is sent by 
a ruthless computer algo-
rithm to hunt it down and 
destroy it. As she experi-
ences the forest for the first 
time in her life, the scientist 
begins to question every-
thing she has been taught 
about pollution, conserva-
tion, and the mythos of the 
untouched wilderness. This 
film generated much dis-
cussion during the dinner 
break, as it was crafted to 
propose questions but allow 
for audience members to 
draw their own conclu-
sions. “What did you think 
it was really about?” was a 
commonly heard question 
around the ballroom.

The films then turned to 

documentaries, beginning 
with actor, writer, and direc-
tor Ajuawak Kapashesit’s 
film “Language Keepers.” 
Kapashesit, of Anishinaabe, 
Cree, and Jewish heri-
tage, featured three Ojibwe 
activists, including Bois 
Forte Band member Terry 
Goodsky, and their efforts 
to utilize technology in 
pursuit of language pres-
ervation.

“Good Mythology” by 
filmmaker Sergio Rapu, 
a native of Rapa Nui 
(Easter Island), “follows 
Anishinaabe artist Jonathan 
Thunder as he dives deep 
into the inspirations behind 
his surrealist paintings and 
animations,” according to 
a PBS summary. “From 
the killing of an iconic 
American hero to criti-
cal perspectives of how 
Indigenous people were 
portrayed in early chil-
dren’s cartoons, Thunder’s 
art prompts viewers to take 
a critical look at our shared 
mythologies.”

“KaYaMenTa” by Cree 
filmmaker Jules Koostachin 
sought to  answer the 
question, “Why don’t we 

talk about menopause,” 
through observations of 
five Indigenous women 
who gathered to share 
food and stories to dispel 
the taboos surrounding 
this natural stage of wom-
anhood. The film struck 
a fine balance between 
serious and comedic, con-
veying a sense for viewers 
of being pulled right into 
the gathering themselves 
as the conversation ranged 
from hot flashes and mood 
swings to celebration.

After the dinner break, 
complete with musical 
entertainment by Laura 
Hugo, the crowd settled in 
to enjoy “A Winter Love,” 
Yazzie’s first venture into 
film after establishing 
herself as a noted play-
wright.

As Yazzie describes 
it on her website, the film 
tells the story of Blue, a 
35-year-old Navajo sing-
er-songwriter who has lost 
her creative spark to a series 
of bad relationships and 
to the harsh Minneapolis 
winter. But when she meets 
a younger guy, Eddie, a 
25-year-old Lakota law 
school dropout, she feels 
like she’s regained her 
edge, only to find it slip 
away again when she dis-
covers Eddie’s love was 
never his to give in the first 
place. “A Winter Love” is 
modern day, inter-tribal, 
love story that shows true 
love is found in the season 
you love yourself.

The  r e l a t ionsh ip 
between Blue and Eddie 
seemed to develop rather 
quickly at first, until 
viewers realized that’s 
exactly how they were 
meant to come together 
in a relationship born as 
much from personal need 
as mutual attraction. Brian 
Watson’s almost eager ado-
lescent portrayal of Blue’s 
youthful suitor played well 
against Yazzie’s more 
mature initial deflections 
and eventual affections. 
Both actors seemed to 
easily find the necessary 
tension and emotion to 
carry the natural relation-
ship conflicts forward in a 
way that varied from tender 
to comedic and contentious 
to compassionate. Yazzie’s 
use of extras often provid-
ed a lighter touch to the 
story, used sparingly to 

good effect. And as with 
all heart-warming love 
stories, the film ends up on 
a “happily ever after” kind 
of note, but not one most 
viewers expected.

In a special treat for 
the audience, Yazzie was 
there in person to talk about 
the film and her experience 
in creating it. She wore 
many hats in bringing the 
film to the screen – writer, 
director, producer, and lead 
actor Blue.

“Since this was my 
very first film, I just learned 
everything in the moment,” 
Yazzie said. “It took two 
winters to film it and the 
whole thing was a blur.”

With a number of 
aspiring creators in the 
audience, it wasn’t a sur-
prise when one of them 
asked Yazzie how she put 
together her film crew.

“I just put an ad in the 
Minnesota film and TV 
classifieds,” she said. “I had 
a set amount that I could pay 
for the daily rate, and then I 
started to hear from people. 
It did end up being a mostly 
female and BIPOC crew.”

But not all of her crew 
came by way of the clas-
sified. Two critical spots, 
director of photography and 
film editor, were filled by 
a little bit of serendipity. 
Yazzie said she met her 
director of photography, 
who is from Wales, and 
they were standing outside 
a concert they couldn’t get 
into.

“I said, ‘I’m thinking 
of making a film one day,’ 
and he said, ‘Oh yeah,’ 
and he gave me his card,” 
Yazzie said.

About a year and a half 
later she gave him a call and 
he agreed to do the film. 

“It turned out that he 
mostly made films with 
female writer/director/
actors – it was such a weird 
coincidence,” Yazzie said. 
“That was a huge help 
because in a way he men-
tored me.”

And he also connected 
her with a film editor in 
London.

“The whole film was 
edited over Skype,” Yazzie 
said.

The transition from 
writing and directing for the 
stage to the film screen had 
Yazzie making numerous 
adjustments.

“I always heard that 
you make your film three 
times, when you write the 
screenplay, when you shoot 
it, and when you edit it, 
and that’s true,” she said. 
“Sometimes you think 
something is really going 
to work in a screenplay 
until you film it. Or maybe 
there’s another piece that 
you accidentally filmed 
that was really cool and 
you want to put that in. So 
it does change, and I think a 
big piece that I’ve learned is 
that if I had more time and 
the funding wasn’t just my 
money, I would have had 
more time to figure out how 
to get the shots I needed to.”

And film gave Yazzie 
the opportunity to stage 
some scenes that just 
wouldn’t work in a play.

“One of my favorite 
moments in the film is 
Blue and Eddie in the 
flat,” she said. “That would 
be really hard to put on 
stage because it’s such an 
intimate moment. I would 
never put those kind of 
things in a play because 
you have to tell that inti-
mate moment from 20 feet 
away. That’s why I felt this 
was better as a film than 
as a play. And the visuals 
of winter and snow was 
something that I wanted 
to feel and see the truth of 
that rather than being on a 
stage with foam. And plays 
are told through dialogue, 
and with film all you need 
is a reaction from someone 
and you know everything. 
There are huge differences 
between being a playwright 
and being a screenwriter.”

Yazzie entertained 
several more questions and 
then stayed after her time 
was up to talk individually 
with individual audience 
members.

For Goodsky, the event 
went off as good as she had 
hoped it would.

“To be able to bring it 
to my reservation and have 
this event means a lot!,” 
she said. “Miigwetch to 
the family and friends who 
came to watch the films, 
the film makers,  and Laura 
Hugo for playing awesome 
music! I’m blown away 
by how beautiful the night 
was.”

family. The biography 
on Humphrey’s website 
states that her father was 
a singer and musician, and 
her mother a poet and artist. 
Humphrey is the Cultural 
Arts Organizer for Honor 
the Earth, a nonprofit orga-
nization founded in 1993 
that creates awareness and 
fundraises around envi-
ronmental issues affecting 
Native Americans and the 
planet. 

Humphrey previous-
ly toured annually as a 
fundraiser for homeless 
shelters, driven by the lack 
of resources available and 
her own experience. 

“I met with the director 
of the homeless shelter in 
Bemidji, and she had written 
to, ironically enough, 
around thirty churches 
in the city to ask for help 
with food, bedding, what-

ever, and hadn’t gotten any 
responses, and I remember 
thinking right then, ‘We 
should do something about 
that,’ because I have expe-
rienced homelessness and 
it’s really hard with kids, 
and so I did this tour, year 
after year and raised money 
and left the money (with the 

homeless shelter). A lot of 
people aren’t sympathetic 
toward homeless people.” 

Humphrey graduated 
from Cass Lake High 
School and spent four years 
in the United States Marine 
Corps. She has attend-
ed several higher learn-
ing institutions, including 

Bemidji State University 
and Itasca Community 
College. While attempting 
to earn a Fine Arts degree 
from North Dakota State 
University in Grand Forks, 
Humphrey was forced to 
stop attending due to the 
historic 1997 flood. 

“I couldn’t finish my 
degree because of the flood. 
All the students had to 
leave…but the college kind 
of forgave all the students 
and gave everyone a grade,” 
said Humphrey. “I’ve been 
to a lot of colleges. I went 
to Bemidji State University 
and Leech Lake Tribal 
College. I went back to 
school during COVID. 
I was 54 years old at the 
time, and I went back to 
become a carpenter. Now 
I supplement my income 
with carpentry.”

Humphrey, who sang 
and played the piano during 

the concert, estimates that 
“The Light in My Bones” 
is her seventh album.

“I was recording on 
cassettes back in the 90s, 
so I count those too.” 

Earlier in the day, an 
art class was held at the 
Ely Folk School, run by 
Shanai Matteson, a member 
of Humphrey’s nonprof-
it organization, Honor 
the Earth. The class was 
part of Humphrey’s tour, 
and participants stamped 
print images onto fabric 
and discussed stories of 
activism and community 
organizing. Many of the 
print stamps included lyrics 
from Humphrey’s new 
songs, such as “Be Brave” 
and “Let your Light Shine.”

“One of the reasons 
we do these classes is to 
let people tell their stories 
about their relationships 
with the land and challeng-

es we face with the mining 
industry and exploitation 
of our resources,” said 
Matteson. 

Humphrey is a gifted 
lifelong artist who engages 
in both practical and visual 
mediums, such as mural 
painting, sewing, poetry, 
and jewelry-making. 

Her current tour has 
ten stops in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, running through 
the end of November. 

“The tour is going 
awesome…we’re playing 
at a lot of churches, and 
I love the energy and the 
beauty of them. The people 
that come to the shows 
turn out to be a mix of the 
community and the con-
gregation of the churches. 
It feels really comfortable.” 

For more information 
or to donate to Honor the 
Earth, visit honorearth.org.

Call Marshall, Jodi or Scarlet 
at the Timberjay: 218-753-2950
or email: editor@timberjay.com
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Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common 
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to 
create an individual program to address your 
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well 
Physical Therapy can help you restore your 
mobility and live your best life.

Humphrey performed recently at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Ely.  photo by J. Shuster-Dahlin
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Sheriff’s office offers first-ever Citizens’ Academy
ST. LOUIS COUNTY

REGIONAL- The St. 
Louis County Sheriff’s 
Office is offering the public 
a new opportunity for 
an inside look at how it 
operates through a ten-
week Citizens’ Academy. 
Classes begin Nov. 1 and 
will be offered Wednesdays 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Classes 
will include interactive 
presentations and tours 
to give citizens a better 
understanding of the range 
of services provided by the 
Sheriff’s Office.

“It is to better educate 
the public and give the citi-
zens of St. Louis County an 
opportunity to see firsthand 
what the sheriff’s office 

does on a daily basis with 
all of our different entities,” 
said Sgt. Adam Kleffman. 
“We want to deep dive into 
every aspect of the sheriff’s 
office so all the citizens in 
St. Louis County are aware 
of all of the different things 
that our sheriff’s office 
does, just kind of a front 
row seat on how we go 
about business.”

The  major i ty  o f 
classes will take place at 
the Public Safety Building, 
2030 Arlington Avenue 
in Duluth with additional 
sessions held at relevant 
locations for tours, includ-
ing the St. Louis County Jail 
and Emergency Operations 
Center. 

Kleffman said the 

academy draws on experi-
ences he gained at another 
agency that offered a citi-
zens police academy, but 
that the inspiration for the 
St. Louis County version 
came from Sheriff Gordon 
Ramsay.

“This was Sheriff 
Ramsay’s idea to bring 
this to St. Louis County,” 
Kleffman said. “I just 
happened to have some 
expertise and background 
in working with one pre-
viously.”

The Citizens’ Academy 
will cover topics including 
patrol operations, a K-9 pre-
sentation and demonstra-
tion, the St. Louis County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
Emergency Response Team 

and Tactical Operations, 
Lake Superior Violent 
Crimes Task Force, St. 
Louis County Jail opera-
tions and tour, 911 oper-
ations and tour, crime 
scene invest igations, 
Internet Crimes against 
Childrens Task Force, 
Child Abduction Response 
Team, Emergency Vehicle 
O p e r a t i o n s  C o u r s e 
(EVOC), and an interac-
tive use of force simulation 
training.

“I was an investigator 
before I got my current 
position, and so I was on the 
Child Abduction Response 
Team, and I worked on 
the ICAC Task Force,” 
Kleffman said. “People 
aren’t aware of the amount 

of entities that that we work 
with for investigations, like 
the Lake Superior Violent 
Crimes Task Force, the 
response team, etc.”

Citizens completing 
the academy will have 
the opportunity to go on a 
ride-along with a St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s Deputy.

Since this is the first 
go-round for the academy, 
Kleffman said they’re not 
quite sure what the response 
will be, but they’re hoping 
for around 15 to 20 partici-
pants, with the class capped 
at 30.

“I’ve already had a few 
people reach out that are 
interested in it,” Kleffman 
said. “We’re just excited to 
get started.”

The sheriff’s office 
expects to offer another 
Citizens’ Academy with 
classes held in the northern 
part of the county next year. 
Kleffman said the intent is 
to rotate the academy south 
to north on an even-odd 
year basis.

Any St. Louis County 
resident ages 18 or older 
may apply. Applicants will 
be required to pass a crimi-
nal background check. The 
deadline to apply is Oct. 
25, 2023. 

To learn more or to 
apply, visit stlouiscoun-
tymn.gov/sheriff, or contact 
Sgt. Adam Kleffman at 218-
726-2371 or KleffmanA2@
stlouiscountymn.gov.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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Spring Park Rd.
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Noon to Closing
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HAPPY HOUR 3:30-6:30 PM
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AIMING FOR ANOTHERAIMING FOR ANOTHER
BULLSEYE OF A SEASON!BULLSEYE OF A SEASON!

The End of the Road Archers is a nonprofit volunteer-run organization that 
provides a proper and safe environment to help youth in the Ely area in grades 

4-12 to develop and grow archery as a lifelong skill. 
Their program relies on support from our community to keep their growing 

team successful. They would not be able to do what they do without us!
Visit endoftheroadarchers.com to learn more and see how you can 

support this youth program.

REGIONAL- After 
wrangling with what to 
do over last year’s $17.5 
billion surplus, Minnesota 
legislators will have another 
round of haggling next 
session as the state will have 
about $860 million extra 
dollars to spend.

Most of last year’s 
record surplus was allo-

cated last session, but 
Minnesota budget officials 
had projected $1.6 billion 
was left for the 2024 legis-
lative session.

On Monday, as a result 
of more revenue from taxes 
and fees than what was 
forecasted, that surplus 
holdover grew to $2.42 
billion, an $860 million 
increase and 50 percent 
larger than expected.

The extra funds will be 
added to the state’s surplus 
for the next budget cycle. 
It will be up to legislators 
to decide how the surplus 
will be allocated, likely 
through a supplemental 
budget bill or an anticipated 
capital investments bill. 
The final surplus amount 
won’t be announced until 
early December.

Latest forecast shows extra 
$860 million in state surplus
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

READ THE TIMBERJAY!    



REGIONAL- There 
was positive news on the 
COVID front in Minne-
sota last week, as weekly 
COVID hospital admis-
sions in the state took a 
downward turn after eight 
consecutive weeks of in-
creases.

The reported data, 
collected through the 
week ending Oct. 3, 
showed a 15 percent 
decline in COVID ad-
missions, from 248 to 
212. Brown, Redwood 
and Renville counties in 
southwestern Minnesota 
are the only counties in 
the state still listed as in 
the medium category for 
COVID activity, with ev-
erywhere else in the state 
rated low based on hospi-
talizations.

Emergency room vis-
its for COVID are also 
down for two consecutive 
weeks, mirroring a longer 
downward trend for the 
United States as a whole. 
As has been seen through-
out the COVID pandem-
ic, one or two weeks of 
data may not represent an 
overall trend, but this sign 
in conjunction with na-
tional data is promising.

The latest statewide 
and regional wastewater 
COVID viral load data 
also shows reason to hope 
that the recent surge of 
COVID cases is on the 
downswing. COVID-19 
levels have decreased by 
21.5 percent statewide 
and 7.5 percent in the 
northeast region. North-
west Minnesota is the 
only region in the state 
that posted an increase in 
the most recent wastewa-
ter sampling.
Regional COVID 
data

The Timberjay has 
routinely been reporting 
COVID hospitalization 
data for St. Louis Coun-
ty, as hospitalizations are 
now the standard metric 

for gauging community 
levels of COVID activity.

However, recently the 
Timberjay noticed a recur-
ring discrepancy in CDC 
data between the county’s 
population of 200,000 and 
the number of cases ad-
mitted per 100,000 peo-
ple, which was lower than 
expected.

Portrayed as coun-
ty-level data by both the 
CDC and the Minnesota 
Department of Health, 
direct communication via 
email between the news-
paper and the CDC has 
revealed that the data for 
“St. Louis County” actu-
ally isn’t that at all.

Instead, according 
to a response from the 
CDC-Info Correspon-
dence Team, the data pre-
sented as “county data” 
is actually aggregated 
data based on an assigned 
“health service area 
(HSA) that is anchored to 
St. Louis County due to 
the comprehensive hos-
pital services available 
in Duluth, but includes 
Carlton, Cook, Doug-
las, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Lake, and Pine Counties, 
a geographic area of about 
18,500 square miles. 

This past week, the 
CDC county-by-coun-
ty COVID map reported 
18 new COVID hospi-
talizations for St. Louis 
County. That number is 
actually new hospital-
izations for the 19 hospi-
tals in the eight-county, 
18,500-square-mile HSA, 
an average of less than 
one per hospital. The 
same number is repeated 
for each individual coun-
ty in the HSA, reported 
by county name with no 
reference to the HSA, 
making it appear to an un-
aware observer that there 
were 18 hospital admis-
sions in Cook County, in 
Lake County, and so on. 
Without the explanation 

provided to the Timber-
jay, someone using the 
CDC COVID map could 
get the impression that 
there were 144 new hos-
pital admissions in those 
eight counties as opposed 
to only 18.

The CDC also ex-
plained the discrepancy 
noted by the Timberjay 
for St. Louis County, say-
ing that the number of 
weekly hospital admis-
sions is divided by the 
total population of the 
HSA, or 381,133, and not 
the 200,000 of St. Louis 
County, which results in a 
lower figure for hospital-
izations per 100,000.

Given the size of the 
HSA and the number of 
counties included in it, it 
is impossible to tell from 
the aggregated data what 
the COVID community 
transmission level is in 
St. Louis County versus 
Cook County, for exam-
ple.

The Timberjay will 
no longer report weekly 
COVID hospitalizations 
for St. Louis County but 
will report if the HSA 
community transmission 
level changes from “low” 
to “medium” to “high” as 
a possible indicator of in-
creased risk of contracting 
COVID.

This represents a 
drastic change from ear-
lier in the pandemic when 
COVID test results were 
reported to the state by 
community health or-
ganizations and made 
available at the zip code 
level, data the Timberjay 
used to localize the scope 
of the pandemic for our 
North Country coverage 
area. Home testing, which 
is not reported, and the 
concurrent decline in lab-
based testing made case 
count data unreliable and 
caused the shift to re-
porting hospitalizations 
instead as a more accu-

rate indicator of COVID 
activity. However, as just 
described, hospitalization 
data is severely limited in 
describing COVID activi-
ty on a per county basis.

Meanwhile, the 
weekly COVID update 
from MDH still does not 
include any setting-specif-
ic data for public schools, 
data that was supposed 
to return to the site by 
mid-October. Former-
ly reported weekly on a 
building-level basis that 
was useful for parents and 
others to have some idea 
of overall COVID activi-
ty in a given school, it is 
unknown if the new data 
will be reported the same 
way, or will be aggregated 
in the same way individ-
ualized long-term care fa-
cility data was eliminated 
and replaced by combined 
statewide numbers.
Long COVID

The persistence of the 
COVID virus in a person’s 
gut months after an initial 
infection has been im-
plicated in long COVID 
cognitive symptoms, as 
reported by University of 
Pennsylvania researchers 
in the Oct. 16 edition of 
the journal Cell.

A group of long-
COVID patients involved 
in the research study were 
found to have compo-
nents of the COVID vi-
rus in their stool samples 
months after an infection. 
The continuing presence 
of the virus triggers an in-
flammatory reaction that 
decreases absorption of 
the amino acid tryptophan 
and leads to abnormal 
blood clotting.

Tryptophan is a build-
ing block for serotonin, a 
chemical messenger that 

helps regulate memo-
ry, sleep, digestion, and 
the vagus nerve, which 
helps the body and brain 
communicate. When less 
tryptophan is absorbed, 
serotonin level go down, 
which may cause memory 
loss. Replenishing sero-
tonin in a group of mice 
with long COVID im-
proved their memory loss.

The research is im-
portant in that it raises 
the possibility for the first 

time of matching long 
COVID patients to treat-
ments or clinical trials that 
address specific causes of 
their long COVID symp-
toms and more effectively 
assess their progress.

MPR News contribut-
ed to this article.
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17th Annual
FALL AUCTION

Thursday, Nov. 9
The Wilderness at Fortune Bay 

5 p.m. Social Hour • 6 p.m. Auction begins
Tickets $30 in advance or $35 at the door
(seating is limited, tickets should be purchased in advance) 

A Fun-Filled Evening
 SOCIAL HOUR WITH GREAT FOOD • KARAOKE  

 RAFFLES • PLINKO • GAMES • LIVE & SILENT AUCTION

Reserve your Ticket Today
Call Jodi at (218) 753-2950 

or stop by the Timberjay office in Tower
or mail to TSAA Auction, 

PO Box 636, Tower, MN 55790

Sponsored by the Tower-Soudan Athletic Association 
 Friends of Vermilion Country School,

& Tower Soudan Elementary PTO
Money raised goes toward Tower-Soudan Youth Baseball, 

T-S Elementary & Youth Activities
Vermilion Country Charter School, 

and other Youth Educational Opportunities

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

$61,685

2024 Chevrolet Silverado
2500 HD LT Crew Cab 4x4
6.6L V-8, Z71, Snow Plow Prep Package

New Vehicles For Winter

3 to choose from!

$56,105

2023 Chevrolet Silverado
LT Crew Cab 4x4

5.3L V-8, All Star Edition, Front Bucket Seats

$48,790

2024 Chevrolet Blazer RS AWD
3.6L V-6, Power Sunroof

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

 

Close to lakes, trails, state parks, casino

Stay with Us!
Northwoods Splendor!

Includes Continental 
Breakfast!

Book Online:
vermilionparkinn.com

COVID indicators on a downward path in state
Previously reported CDC county level data vastly overstated hospitalization rates in areaby DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor
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Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
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the entire state.
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Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Prescription drug 
turn-in events set 
for Oct. 28

REGIONAL Satur-
day, October 28, is Nation-
al Prescription Drug Take-
Back Day is Saturday, Oct. 
28. This day is aimed at 
reminding people of the 
importance of safely dis-
posing of unused and ex-
pired medications. Proper 
disposal of prescription 
and over-the-counter med-
ications in a local drop box 
helps prevent accidental 
poisoning, reduces the 
possibility of medication 
misuse, and prevents wa-
ter pollution and other en-
vironmental threats.

Medication drop box-
es will be staffed and avail-
able for take-back events 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the 
St. Louis County Sher-
iff’s offices in Virginia and 
Hibbing. Medications to 
be disposed of should be 
brought in in their original 
containers with any per-
sonal identifying informa-
tion crossed off. 

A list of drop-off loca-
tions that are open all year, 
along with information 
about what is or isn’t ac-
cepted, is available online 
at stlouiscountymn.gov/
medwaste.

 Anyone who is un-
able to access a local drop 
box can contact Maggie 
Myers at 218-471-738 
or MyersM@stlouiscoun-
tymn.gov for information 
about alternative disposal 
methods, such as a free 
medication mail-back 
envelope or a DisposeRx 
kit.



FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods Grizzlies honored their 
seniors on Tuesday before the 
regular-season-ending match 
against Floodwood, but the Polar 
Bears stole what the team and fans 
wanted most, a two-point match 
win in the most intense contest of 
the season.

In a match where shots and 
saves were flying fast and furious 

on both sides of the net, two balls 
the Grizzlies didn’t touch ultimate-
ly proved to be their undoing.
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Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Barnum 
thumps 
T-Wolves

See FOOTBALL...pg. 2B

Grizzlies fall 
to Polar Bears

Ely’s Caid Chittum moves toward 
the front of the pack. 

Playoffs set to get underway next week with Ely seeded at number one
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

CROSS COUNTRY

Ely remains unbeaten in Section 7

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Grizzlies upend Bigfork

See  VOLLEYBALL.pg. 2B

VOLLEYBALL
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VOLLEYBALL
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Left: 
Ely 
freshman
Charlotte 
Hegman 
goes up 
high for a 
kill during 
Tuesday’s 
regular 
season 
finale 
with 
Bigfork. 
The 
Wolves 
remain 
unbeaten 
in section 
play.   

Above: North Woods’ Isabel 
Pascuzzi threads the needle 
between two Chisholm 
defenders for a kill. 

Right: Brynn Chosa, in 
return position, focuses 
ahead of a Chisholm serve.

FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods football team may have 
opened Friday’s homecoming 
game with a Friday the 13th 
fumble, but they broke open a close 
game in the second half to win their 

third contest of the season 36-20.
The Huskies took advantage 

of a Grizzlies fumble on their 
opening possession, engineering 
a six-play, 35-yard drive aided 
by a North Woods personal foul 
penalty for a six-yard touchdown. 
Bigfork failed to score the two-
point conversion and led 6-0 with 
5:33 left in the first quarter.

It took all of 16 seconds on 
the game clock for North Woods 
to answer. Starting at their own 

43 after a good kickoff return 
by Talen Jarshaw, running back 
Kaden Gornick broke a tackle at 
the line and scampered 53 yards 
for the tying score. Nick Abramson 
got the call and the ball for the 
two-point conversion.

The Grizzlies turned the ball 
over on their next two possessions, 
but the defense held tough and 
flipped the script by forcing a 

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

photos by D. Colburn

BARNUM— Ely’s offensive strug-
gles continued here last Thursday even 
as their passing attack showed signs of 
life under freshman quarterback Max 
Brandriet. It would take more than signs 
of life, however, for the Wolves to over-
come the unbeaten Bombers, and Ely fell 
as expected 39-8. 

“They’re really good,” said Ely 
Head Coach Louis Gerzin. “It’s a well-
run program with a lot of athletic kids.” 
Barnum wasted little time in demonstrat-
ing why they were sitting at 7-0 ahead 
of this week’s final game of the regular 
season. They scored nearly at will in the 

Brophy, 
Chittum 
leading the 
way for Ely

photo by R. Brophy

HOYT LAKES— Ely runners here 
had another strong outing on Tuesday as 
the girls team claimed second among five 
teams with 55 points, while the boys took 
third in a field of seven with 79 points. 

Ely freshman Molly Brophy finished 
in fifth place overall in a field of 43 
runners with a 5K time of 20:53.7. Ely 
junior Caid Chittum took sixth among 
36 racers on the boys side, with a time of 
17:39.1. Both Brophy and Chittum have 
been Ely’s top finishers on the girls and 
boys teams all season and are looking 
strong ahead of next week’s sectional 
competition in Coleraine.

Ely girls finished second in the 

ELY— With the Section 
7A volleyball playoffs set to get 
underway next week, Ely remains 
the team to beat. This week, the 
Wolves added three more straight-
set victories to its perfect record 
against regional competitors, with 
wins over Nashwauk-Keewatin, 
Cook County, and Bigfork. 

Playing at home on Tuesday, 
the Wolves relied on their front 
four in the kill zone, led by junior 
Lilli Rechichi and senior Hannah 
Penke, who posted nine kills apiece 
as the Wolves downed the Huskies 
25-11, 25-16, and 25-12. 

Freshman Audrey Kallberg 

Left: North Woods’ Kaden 
Gornick breaks through the 
line on an 83-yard touchdown 
run against Bigfork.
photo by D. Colburn

photo by 
J. Greeney
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fumble that was recovered by 
Trajan Barto at the Bigfork 39. 
A fourth-and-seven conversion 
on a pass from Jarshaw to Barto 
set the Grizzlies up at the 11, 
and North Woods got a gift 
from the Huskies on a fourth-
down pass interference call 
in the end zone that gave the 
Grizzlies a fresh set of downs 
at the seven. This time it was 
Barto throwing to Jarshaw for 
the touchdown and a 14-6 lead.

Aided by a pair of penalties 
that gave Bigfork possession 
down near the Grizzlies goal 
line, the Huskies used a quar-
terback draw by Scott Sorlie 
to score with 1:39 left in the 
half. North Woods retained the 
14-12 lead by turning back the 
conversion attempt.

Bigfork opened the second 
half with an onside kick that 
they recovered at the Grizzlies 
39, but stalled when they 
reached the 20-yard-line. A 
fumbled snap bounced all the 
way to the 45 where it was 
recovered by Gornick to end 
the Huskies’ scoring threat.

The Grizzlies defense 
came up big again after Bigfork 
recovered another Grizzlies 
fumble at the North Woods 25. 
After picking up a first down 
at the 12, Noah Westman got 
a tackle for a three-yard loss, 
and a host of Grizzlies snuffed 
out a fourth-down pitch.

On second-and-eight 
from their own 17, Gornick 
enhanced his growing repu-
tation as a big play back by 

racing past the Huskies defense 
and down the left sideline for 
an 83-yard score. Abramson 
punched in the conversion for 
a 22-12 lead.

The Huskies were knock-
ing on the door again at the 
start of the fourth quarter with 
a first-and-five at the North 
Woods seven. But after two 
runs netted only two yards, the 
Huskies tried a pass that fell 
incomplete, and the Grizzlies 
crushed a fourth-down run to 
pull off the goal-line stand.

Abramson gave the 
Grizzlies some breathing room 
by running to the North Woods 
28. Barto dropped back to pass 
and found Jarshaw deep, and 
he took it to the house for a 
72-yard touchdown. Abramson 
was tapped again for the con-
version, giving North Woods 
a 30-12 lead with 8:50 left in 
the game.

After halting the next 
Huskies drive at the 50, it 
was time for another bolt of 
Gornick lightning, as he made 

it a one-play touchdown drive 
with another run down the left 
side.  A conversion pass attempt 
failed, leaving the score 36-12.

The Huskies scored on a 
meaningless 54-yard reverse 
play, and North Woods ran 
out the clock to preserve the 
36-20 victory.

Gornick was the work-
horse for the Grizzlies offense, 
piling up 187 yards on only 
seven carries with three touch-
downs. Abramson tallied 66 
yard on 11 carries and scored 
six points on conversions. 
Barto was four-of-13 passing 
with two touchdowns, both to 
Jarshaw, and one interception.

Carson Johnson was seem-
ingly everywhere for the 
Grizzlies defense, with seven 
unassisted tackles, five assists, 
two tackles for losses and 
a defended pass. Barto and 
Abrahmson each had four solo 
tackles.

North Woods was sched-
uled to try to even its record at 
4-4 with a Wednesday home 
game against 3-4 Cook County. 
The Vikings were coming off 
a somewhat surprising 38-0 
pasting of Kelliher/Northome, 
a team that beat the Grizzlies 
28-0 in the second game of the 
season. Seedings and location 
for a first-round sectional 
game for the Grizzlies next 
Tuesday will be announced this 
weekend and will be posted 
to the Timberjay’s web and 
Facebook pages.

Several strong finishes for NER/Ely swimmers
SWIMMING

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
FALLS— Junior Anna Larson 
posted the two highest finishes 
among NER/Ely swimmers here 
last Thursday, as she notched a 
seventh-place and an eighth-place 
finish against large fields in a 

meet dominated by much larger 
schools. 

Larson finished seventh 
among 34 competitors in the 100 
butterfly with a time of 1:11.43, 
just 1.24 seconds off the pace of 
the second-place finisher. Raini 
Gibson, of Hibbing, dominated 
the race with a time of 1:05.52. 

Larson notched an eighth-

place finish among 45 racers in 
the 50 freestyle with a time of 
27.96, just over two seconds back 
of the winning pace set by Tresa 
Baumgartner of Chisholm. 

Sophomore Tuuli Koivisto 
finished 11th among 36 racers 
in the 500 freestyle with a time 
of 6:27.84, while the relay 
team of Larson, Koivisto, and 

sophomores Alyssa Ice and Via 
DeBeltz, finished tenth in the field 
of 36 teams in the 200 freestyle 
relay with a time of 1:57.75.

The relay team of Larson, 
Koivisto, Ice, and DeBeltz fin-
ished tenth in a field of 36 in the 
200 freestyle relay with a time 
of 1:57.75. The same swimmers 
finished tenth in a similar field 

in the 400 freestyle relay with a 
time of 4:26.02.

Rock Ridge topped the field 
with a combined team score of 
2,196, easily outpacing Mesabi 
East, which finished second with 
1,801 points. NER/Ely finished in 
eighth place among the 12 teams 
competing with 964.5 points.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

first half, racking up a 33-0 
lead as of the half. 

Ely’s opening kickoff 
in the second half seemed 
to suggest lady luck might 
turn their way as the kick 
bounced off the chest of 
a Barnum player, only 
to be recovered by the 

Wolves. But like so many 
such opportunities this 
season, Ely just couldn’t 
take advantage. Against 
Barnum it was a nearly 
impenetrable defensive line 
that kept the Wolves bottled 
up all evening. 

Ely did find some 

success in the air, particu-
larly late in the third quarter 
when Brandriet connected 
on two short passes for a 
first down before finding 
freshman receiver Alex 
Merriman scampering 
toward the end zone. The 
50-yard strike hit home and 

Merriman ran it in for Ely’s 
lone touchdown, followed 
by a successful conversion 
on a short Brandriet to 
Merriman pass play.

B r a n d r i e t  w o u l d 
connect on another long 
pass later in the contest but 
the Wolves couldn’t finish 

the drive. 
Brandriet notched 111 

yards passing, his best 
performance of the season 
thus far. Merriman added 
81 yards receiving, while 
Danny Daniels caught 
passes good for 27 yards. 
Barnum added another six 

points in the final stanza 
to round out the scoring, 
leaving the Wolves at 1-6 
on the season as they were 
set to host 4-3 Mille Lacs 
on their final regular season 
contest on Wednesday, after 
the Timberjay’s weekly 
presstime.

With the match tied 
at two sets apiece and 
Floodwood leading 8-7, 
the Polar Bears’ Logan Hart 
stepped to the service line 
and fired a shot that looked 
like it might sail long. The 
Grizzlies let it go and the 
ball dropped just inside 
the end line for an ace. 
Hart’s next serve sliced and 
caught the right sideline 
for another ace, giving 
Floodwood a 10-7 lead and 
forcing North Woods Head 
Coach Kandi Olson to call 
time out. With Floodwood 
feeling momentum swing-
ing their way, they scored 
two more points before the 
Grizzlies’ River Cheney 
snapped the string with a 
kill the Polar Bears couldn’t 
return. But the four-point 
cushion was enough, and 
although Tori Olson put the 
Grizzlies in position to tie 
the set was a pair of aces of 
her own, it was Floodwood 
standout Kenzie Kiminski 
who snuffed out the North 
Woods rally with a kill that 
handed the set and match 
to the Polar Bears, 15-13.

North Woods fought 
from behind at the outset 
and tied the opening set 
15-15 when a Floodwood 
kill sailed long but ran 
out of steam as the Polar 

Bears regained control and 
slipped away for a 25-19 
win.

The Grizzlies fell 
behind 6-0 in the second 
before River Cheney 
slammed the ball down 
for a North Woods point, 
and tied the set 10-10 on 
an Isabel Pascuzzi kill off 
a block attempt. North 
Woods was up 18-17 when 
Pascuzzi stepped to the 
service line and the team 
caught fire. A slam at the 
net by Lauren Burnett and 
a Cheney kill were part of 
a five-point swing that put 
the Grizzlies ahead 23-17. 
Trailing 24-18, the Polar 
Bears wouldn’t surrender 

quietly, closing to 24-23 
before Cheney blocked a 
Kiminski kill shot for the 
win to even the match.

North Woods led 
almost the entire third set 
and held a three-point lead 
at 22-19 when a service 
fault handed the ball to 
Floodwood. The Grizzlies 
hitting touch suddenly 
deserted them, with balls 
sailing long, wide, and into 
the next, and Floodwood 
scored six straight points 
to win 25-22 and take a 
2-1 lead.

In a do-or-die fourth 
set for the Grizzlies, it was 
Addy Hartway who got 
the kill to break a 12-12 

tie and give North Woods 
a lead they would not 
relinquish. The Grizzlies 
quickly extended the lead 
to 19-13 and maintained 
control to collect a 25-20 
win and force the deciding 
fifth set.

“Floodwood is an 
awesome team,” Olson 
said. “They were so scrappy 
everywhere, off the net, out 
of the back court, every-
where. I’ve got to give them 
credit because they were 
running like crazy out on 
that court.”

Olson notes Cheney’s 
role as a catalyst in pumping 
up the Grizzlies’ attack.

“When she turns 
the energy on, it’s just 
infectious for everyone,” 
Olson said. “She just really 
became a force in that 
second set and everyone 
just fed off of her energy. 
She was amazing.”

While the loss was 
disappointing on senior 
night, Olson had nothing 
but praise for seniors Addy 
Hartway, Madison Dantes, 
River Cheney, Talise 
Goodsky, and Tori Olson.

“Many of them have 
been playing together since 
eighth and ninth grade 
on varsity – they earned 
those spots right away 

and they’ve just contin-
ued to develop their skills 
throughout,” Olson said. “If 
you look at our seniors as a 
whole, they each come to 
the court with different skill 
sets that they use to really 
help our team.”
Chisholm

Sometimes teams win 
by overpowering their 
opponents, other times 
by outthinking them. 
The Grizzlies did both 
on Monday at Chisholm, 
taking down the Bluestreaks 
in straight sets.

Sophomore Brynn 
Chosa got the starting nod 
for the Grizzlies, filling 
in for injured senior Tori 
Olson, and she set the tone 
early with a strong turn at 
the service line that put 
North Woods up 6-0. The 
Grizzlies had no problem 
turning that early lead into 
a 25-17 win. 

Burnett and Pascuzzi 
got big hits to break a 5-5 
tie in the second set, and 
the with the Grizzlies set 
on cruise control they took 
the second set 25-16.

Chisholm pulled off 
the gloves in the third set, 
leading by as many as four 
in the early going. When 
North Woods tied the score 
at 13 on a Burnett kill, the 

Bluestreaks responded 
with a four-point flurry to 
take a 17-13 lead. But the 
Grizzlies pulled back into 
an 18-18 tie, and the teams 
traded blows from there, 
locking the score at 19, 
22, and 24. Talise Goodsky 
broke the deadlock with a 
stuff at the net, and Cheney 
sealed the 26-24 match 
winner with a block.
Silver Lake

The 6-14 Silver Bay 
Mariners put up little resis-
tance when the Grizzlies 
came calling on Thursday, 
Oct. 12. North Woods was 
firing on all cylinders as 
they defeated the Mariners 
in straight sets, 25-13, 
25-16, and 25-15.

According to the 
QRF seeding formula on 
Minnesota-scores.net, the 
Grizzlies have a lock on 
the No. 2 seed in their 
subsection when 7A sec-
tional play begins next 
week. North Woods will 
have home court advan-
tage for its first game on 
Wednesday. Official seed-
ings, opponents, match 
times and locations will be 
announced this weekend 
and will be published on 
the Timberjay’s website and 
Facebook page.

BABBITT— It was homecoming 
and parents’ night here on Tuesday 
and the Nighthawks delivered for the 
fans with a straight set victory over 
Littlefork-Big Falls. The ‘Hawks won 
25-19, 26-24, and 25-19. 

“It felt so good and the team was 
excited to win at home,” said Head 
Coach Misty Roseth. “We dedicated 
our dig pink match to a young 40 
year-old friend and co-worker of mine 
with terminal breast cancer, Crystal 
Latvaaho. The team played for her and 
it was super special.”

Allison Flug, the team’s lone senior, 
had a strong performance in the final 
home game of her volleyball career, 
posting six kills, 11 digs, and three 
ace blocks. “She had an amazing last 
season game…I’m so proud of her,” 
said Roseth. 

Else Bee led in kills for the ‘Hawks, 
with nine along with eight digs. Setter 
Maizy Sundblad added 17 assists, six 
kills and six ace serves, while Danica 
Sundblad added 13 digs. 

Proceeds from the night’s contest 
will go to Latvaaho to help in her fight 
against cancer. 

The Nighthawks are set to start the 
playoffs on Monday, most likely on 
the road. Their opponent had not yet 
been announced as of the Timberjay’s 
presstime. 

team competition thanks 
in part to strong races 
by eighth-grader Mattie 

Lindsay (21:45.6) and 
senior Claire Blauch 
(21:56.4) who finished 

in tenth and 14th place 
respectively. Senior Grace 
LaTourell finished in 21st 

place with a time of 23:23.5.
For the boys, the team 

saw help from junior Silas 

Solum, who finished 13th 
with a time of 18:45.5, and 
freshman Brenny Brooks 

who finished 16th with a 
time of 18:51.1.

Nighthawks 
top Vikings in 
homecoming 
match-up

Carson Johnson and Trajen Barto converge on a Huskies’ 
runner during last week’s contest. 

Clare Thomas and Lilli Rechichi combine for a block 
during Tuesday’s game with Bigfork. photo by J. Greeney

photo by D. Colburn



REGIONAL- An Ely housing 
project and small trails in the North 
Country will benefit from action tak-
en by the Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation Board on Tuesday.

Board members approved a 
$108,000 grant that will partially 
fund infrastructure and site work for 
the $1.22 million Voyageur North 
Outfitters housing project. The pro-
posed five rental cabins and three 
fully electric RV sites can serve 
workforce, tourism, or student hous-

ing needs. The board noted that the 
project is projected to create two 
permanent jobs and eight construc-
tion jobs.

A regional trails grant of 
$100,000 was awarded to the Iron 
Range Tourism Bureau for small 
grants managed through the North-
ern St. Louis County Trails Task 
Force. The award can fund ten grants 
at a maximum of $10,000 each, and 
matching funds are required. Eligi-
ble projects include trail upgrades 
and construction, equipment pur-
chases, trail amenities, trail planning 
and other projects that connect peo-
ple with the outdoors. Prior IRRRB 

grants have funded 48 local trails 
projects since 2020.

Task force members represent 
land managers from the Department 
of Natural Resources, U.S. Forest 
Service, and St. Louis County, as 
well as clubs and user groups in-
cluding ATV, snowmobiling, road 
cycling, mountain bike, hiking, 
cross-country skiing, and horseback 
riding.

VIRGINA- In an 
about-face from it’s Sep-
tember regular meeting, 
the ISD 2142 school 
board approved the hiring 
of retired counselor Joan 
Kjorsvig-Beans to a part-
time position at Northeast 
Range in a special meet-
ing called to address the 
issue.

The recommendation 
to hire Kjorsvig-Beans 
was opposed by board 
member Chris Koivisto 
at the board’s Sept. 26 
meeting, and she was not 
hired after the board failed 
to make a motion for ap-
proval.

“I believe that retire-

ment in that position set 
us up to make some posi-
tive shifts to better support 
our students’ needs in our 
changing environment,” 
Koivisto said at that meet-
ing. Koivisto had also ar-
gued that NER deserved 
to have a full-time coun-
selor due to the trend of 
increasing mental health 
needs among students.

But with Koivisto 
absent from the Oct. 4 
special meeting, Superin-
tendent Reggie Engebrit-
son lobbied the board to 
change their decision.

“We have a dean of 
students (Rachael Thom) 
who was working on her 
counseling degree, but 
she needs to work with 
a licensed counselor to 
get her intern hours in. 

So, the plan has been that 
Joan would train her and 
(Thom would) spend this 
year learning what it’s 
like to be a counselor, and 
Rachel will also be doing 
some counseling duties 
under the supervision 
of Joan. If this isn’t ap-
proved, then I don’t have 
a counselor, and I don’t 
have anybody to super-
vise Rachel.”

Engebritson noted 
that the probationary po-
sition Kjorsvig-Beans 
would fill would be termi-
nated in the spring and the 
counselor position would 
be opened up for appli-
cants, with the hope that 
Thom would apply for the 
position, although she is 
under no obligation to do 
so. It was noted that the 

position would be open to 
anyone with the appropri-
ate qualifications.

Board chair Pat 
Christensen referred back 
to Koivisto’s concerns 
when he questioned the 
advisability of having a 
past counselor with a his-
tory of “some difficulties” 
being put in a superviso-
ry training role for Thom, 
and asked for assurance 
that the situation would be 
adequately monitored. En-
gebritson said there was 
somebody who would do 
that, and that Thom will 
also have broader learn-
ing opportunities through 
a professional learning 
community of counselors 
that meets every Wednes-
day and through possible 
shadowing opportunities 

at other district schools.
The board voted to 

approve the appointment 
of Kjorsvig-Beans to the 
part-time position.

In a separate working 
session after the special 
meeting, board members 
learned that the district’s 
director of human re-
sources, Meredith Car-
ter, had resigned to take 
another position. Engeb-
ritson said she wanted 
the board to be aware of 
the vacancy so that they 
would not be surprised if 
a hiring recommendation 
came before them at the 
October business meet-
ing. Engebritson said that 
they already had an appli-
cant they were planning to 
interview.

Board member Bob 

Larson noted the district’s 
budget concerns and 
asked if vacancies such as 
this were evaluated by ad-
ministration to determine 
if there are any staffing 
alternatives that might 
result in some savings. 
Engebritson replied in 
the affirmative, and said 
that another position va-
cancy that had been split 
between human resources 
and payroll. The human 
resources portion of that 
position will be eliminat-
ed and will be filled on a 
half-time basis to provide 
payroll support, Engebrit-
son said.

GRAND MARAIS – With 
North Woods runners in the 
front of the pack, the South 
Ridge Panthers boys and girls 
varsity cross country teams took 
first place last week in the Polar 
League Conference Champion-
ship on the Pincushion Moun-
tain course at Grand Marais.

As he’s done all season 
long, Alex Burckhardt had the 

highest finish for the Panthers, 
claiming second with a time 
of 17:01.6 behind winner Jack 
Riley of Carlton. Teammate 
Sawyer FierkeLepp also con-
tinued his record of top finishes 
by placing fourth with a time of 
17:43.4.

“Alex has continued to do 
what he has done for us for sev-
eral years,” said Pathers Head 
Coach Jeremy Polson. “He is a 
consistent front runner and we 
look to him to lead the team. 

Sawyer qualified for state last 
year with Alex and has been our 
solid number-two runner.”

North Ridge seventh-grad-
er Kahlil Spears turned in an-
other good finish at the varsity 
level. Placing 13th with a time 
of 18:29.6. Teammate Lincoln 
Antikainen wasn’t far behind, 
clocking a time of 19:03.2, good 
enough for 20th.

The girls won despite the 
absence of last year’s league 
champion Evelyn Brodeen, 

who has been nursing an injury 
for several weeks. In her stead, 
eighth-grader Zoey Burckhardt 
came to the fore with a third-
place finish in a time of 20:35.

“Zoey has stepped into the 
number one spot with the loss 
of Evelyn. Zoey has done an ex-
cellent job taking on that role,” 
Polson said.

Addison Burckhardt fin-
ished sixth with a time of 
21:19.2. Tatum Barto slipped in 
at 12th with a time of 22:20.9 

to round out the North Woods 
contribution to the Panthers’ 
victory.

“Both teams did exactly 
what they needed to do to win 
the conference titles,” Polson 
said. “It truly is a team effort 
when you have to rely on five 
of your seven runners to get the 
job done. The course we raced 
at is always a very challenging 
course and our kids handled 
it well in rainy muddy condi-
tions.”

CROSS COUNTRY

COUNTY SCHOOLS

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
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 Obituaries and Death Notices

Lucille Y. Bush 
Lucille Yvonne 

“Lucy” Nevala Bush, 74, 
of Cook, passed away on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023. 
The family would like 
to thank all who showed 
compassion and care to 
Lucy through her tough 
journey. Special thanks to 
the Cook Care Center for 
taking care of the whole 
family. A celebration of 
life will be held at the 
South Switch in Ango-
ra on Saturday, Oct. 21 
from 1-3 p.m. Memorials 
are preferred and may be 
directed to Angel Fund, 
PO Box 114, Hibbing, 
MN 55746. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook. 

She is survived by 
her loving partner, Rich 
Holm; fur baby, Pearl; 
son, Phillip; sisters, Kath-
leen (Leroy) and Marie 
(Gary); and nieces and 
nephews.

Ronald A. Anderson
Ronald Arthur Ander-

son, 82, of Babbitt, passed 
away on Saturday, Oct. 
14, 2023, at Ely-Bloomen-
son Community Hospi-
tal. A celebration of life 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 28 from 2-6 p.m. at 
the Hide Away Bar and 
Supper Club in Babbitt. 
Interment will be at a lat-
er date. Arrangements are 
with Range Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

He is survived by his 
children, Brenda (Mike 
Thielen) Hebl of Embar-
rass, Douglas Anderson 
of Julian, N.C., and Sue 
(Rod) Meier of Babbitt; 
grandchildren, Tyrel (Am-
ber) Hebl, Sarah (Kyle) 
Lamppa, Charlie (Me-
gan) Anderson, Anthony 
Anderson, Cierra (Scott) 
Brelie, Jason (Daniela) 
Meier and Jared (DeeDee) 
Meier; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; sister-in-law, Shir-
ley Lambert; Phil Hebl; 
special friends, Steve Nel-
son and Harvey Wills; and 
many other friends too nu-
merous to mention.

Eileen Bentley
Eileen Oquist Bent-

ley, 87, of Babbitt, passed 
away on Tuesday, Oct. 10, 
2023, at her residence. 
Eileen’s daughters are 
honoring her request that 
no services be held at this 
time. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

She is survived by 
her husband, Orville Ray 
Bentley; sister, Violet 
Maki; daughters, Debbie 
(Jeff) McGraw, Vickey 
Slining, Dawn (Joe) McK-
enney and Joan (Don) 
Swartz; grandchildren, 
Jill Anzinger (Chad Lock-
ey), Brenda (Joe) Carlan, 
Sean (Jessica Dunn) Mc-
Donald, Patrick (Summer) 
McDonald, Donald (Briita 
Noyes) Swartz, Samantha 
(Joe) Roarty, Lacey (Lo-
gan) Murphy and Larry 
Powers; 11 great-grand-
children; and many more 
cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.

Gerald Fuhrmann
Gerald Fuhrmann, 83, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023, 
at Carefree Living in 
Ely. Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely.

Betty Erickson
Betty Erickson, 80, 

of Ely, passed away at 
Boundary Waters Care 
Center on Tuesday, Oct. 
17, 2023. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

Sharon Anderson
Sharon Anderson, 81, 

of Ely, passed away at 
Carefree Living in Ely on 
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. 
Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Kerntz Funeral Home of 
Ely. 

Grizzlies run to dual league championships

added six kills, while junior 
Clare Thomas added five kills 
along with a game-high 13 digs. 

Penke added four digs and 
five ace serves, while Rechichi 
posted four digs on the night. 
Freshman Charlotte Hegman 
added three kills and six digs, 
while sophomore Saide Rechi-
chi posted six digs. Senior setter 

Sarah Visser tallied 28 assists 
and four digs.

It was more of the same 
during Monday’s contest in 
Grand Marais as Rechichi tal-
lied 14 kills while Penke added 
ten as the Wolves easily out-
paced the Vikings 25-12, 25-11, 
and 25-7. Thomas and Kallberg 
tallied five kills apiece, while 

Kallberg led the backcourt ac-
tion with 13 digs and Thomas 
added eight along with five ace 
serves. Rechichi added nine 
digs, while Penke posted eight. 
Sarah Visser added ten digs 
along with 36 set assists.

The front four combined for 
38 kills last Thursday when the 
Wolves hosted Nashwauk-Kee-

watin and sent the Spartans 
home with a spanking, 25-16, 
25-13, and 25-6. Showing ma-
chine-like efficiency, the Wolves 
displayed why they’re again the 
odds-on favorite to win the sec-
tion for a second year in a row. 

Rechichi led with 13 kills, 
while Kallberg added nine and 
Penke and Thomas posted eight 

apiece. Backcourt stats were 
well-distributed as seven players 
combined for 39 digs. Penke led 
with nine, while Kallberg post-
ed eight, and sophomore Sadie 
Rechichi added six. Freshman 
Charlotte Hegman posted five 
digs and five ace serves. Visser 
added 33 assists. 

ELY GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

MINI STORAGE AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
FOR RENT

6950 North Hwy 169, Virginia, MN
Spaces available:
8’x20’ and 8’x40’ Mini Storage-Clean, Dry, Rodent Proof
All the spaces have concrete floors, lights, electricity
(some three phase), heat, water and large overheard 
doors with openers. There is room outside if needed. The 
driveway for all of the buildings is paved and there is an 
outside loading dock. 
Service Bay-90’ L x 48’ W with three 14’ x 14’ overhead
  doors, an office, oil changing pit and used oil heater 
  “free heat”
North Bay-48’ L x 60’ W with four 12’ W x 11’ H overhead doors
Middle Bay-48’ L x 15’ W one 12’ W x 11’ H overhead door
South Bay-48’ L x 25’ W, two 12’ W x 11’ H overhead doors
South Building 23’ W x 100’ L with one 14’ W x 16’ H over-
head door on each end.
Office area 15’ x 36’
We are looking for small businesses, RV Storage, general 
storage. We will remodel or divide the space to meet your 
needs. 

For information or to see the space please call
Drew at 218-741-8608

School board backtracks on hiring decision for counselor

Ely and trails group get IRRR funding
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They may have an ick factor, but they’re a sign of healthy water

NATURAL HISTORY

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

WINTER WEATHER?

The white 
pine’s
remarkable
legacy in 
America

See WHITE PINE...pg. 5B

FRESHWATER WONDERS

Bryozoans bring an other-wordly feel to Minnesota lakes

OUTLOOK UNCERTAIN

FALL LAKE- If the strange blob 
that Paul Pelkola found on his Fall 
Lake boat lift had been green instead 
of brown, it could have been straight 
out of “The Attack of the Green 
Slime,” one of the most famous bad 
science fiction films ever made.

Yet what Pelkola found on 
his boat lift was not an alien from 
outer space, but rather a colony of 
simple invertebrate aquatic animals 
known as bryozoans of the species 
Pectinatella magnifica.

While they may look other-world-

ly, bryozoans of this species are a 
ubiquitous resident of Minnesota’s 
freshwater lakes and rivers, where 
they frequently form slimy-looking 
colonies in shallow waters, growing 
on submerged logs or branches and 
the underwater portions of docks, 
boathouses, moorings, boat bottoms, 
and other man-made structures in 
the water. Byrozoan colonies can 
also float freely, though this is less 
common.

Pelkola recently posted his 
picture of his bryozoan colony on the 
“What’s Up, Ely?” Facebook group, 
wondering what his slime could be. 
The identity of the gooey-looking 

lifeform was quickly revealed, along 
with one commenter posting, “I will 
not ever swim again!”
The life of a blob

One bryozoan is called a zooid 
(pronounced “ZOH-id”). These tiny 
animals get together in the warm 
part of the year to form complex 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

See BLOBS...pg. 5B

Right: Ely-area resident Paul 
Pelkola found this gooey brown 
colony of bryozoans growing 
on his boat lift last weekend. 
photo by P. Pelkola

REGIONAL— Seasonal 
weather forecasting here 
in the North Country is 

far from an exact science, and 
that goes double under an el 
Niño weather pattern like the 
one currently taking shape in 
the Pacific Ocean. That’s accord-
ing to meteorologists with the 
National Weather Service office 
in Duluth, who spoke to area 
media about the upcoming win-
ter’s weather during a Monday 
workshop. 

The el Niño is a warm 
upwelling in the eastern Pacific 
that typically affects winter 
weather across North America, 
how significantly is often depen-
dent on the strength of the 
warming associated with the 
el Niño. This year’s el Niño is 
setting up to be a strong one, 
with a 30 percent chance that 
it will be classified as “very 
strong,” according to the NWS 
meteorologists. 

While el Niños typically 
bring greater chances for warm 
air intrusions to the lower 48, the 
North Country is often close to 
the boundary between the warm 
air—which tends to dominate 
western North America during 
an el Niño— and the cooler air it 
typically brings to the northeast-
ern U.S. And that means slight 
variations in temperatures and 
storm directions can make a big 
difference in the winter weather 
we actually experience here in 
northeastern Minnesota. 

“No two el Niños are the 
same,” said Ketzel Levens, a 
meteorologist with the National 

Weather Service office in Duluth. 
In general, said Levens, el 

Niño patterns create a slightly 
higher likelihood of a warmer 
and drier winter than average, 
although recent history has 
shown a remarkable degree of 
variability depending on the 
year. 

The most recent el Niño, 
experienced in the winter of 
2018-19, was categorized as 
weak, although its effects were 
quite pronounced, with sig-
nificantly higher (16.2 inches 
above average) snowfall and an 
average Dec.-Feb. temperature 
that was 0.7 degrees colder than 
normal. The weak 2014-15 el 
Niño also brought slightly colder 

temperatures as well one of our 
driest winters in recent memory, 
with total snowfall a full 27 
inches below normal. The lack 
of snowfall that winter prompted 
an outbreak of frozen water and 
sewer lines in many parts of the 
region. 

By contrast, a very strong 
el Niño in 2015-16 brought an 
exceptionally warm and wet 
winter, even as total snowfall 
was below average since an 
almost unprecedented amount 
of precipitation fell as rain. The 
temperature for the Dec.-Feb. 
period averaged a whopping 4.8 
degrees above average. 

By contrast, the strong el 
Niño experienced in 2009-10 

brought colder than average tem-
peratures and slightly above-av-
erage snowfall. 

The National Weather 
Service’s Climate Prediction 
Center is betting on a warmer 
and drier winter for much of the 
northern tier of the U.S., with 
its Dec.-Feb. forecast showing 
a strong likelihood of above 
normal temperatures and a less 
pronounced chance of below 
normal precipitation. 

Levens noted, however, 
that such long-term forecasts 
are based on probabilities and 
are far from certainties. When it 
comes to el Niños in northeastern 

See WINTER...pg. 5B

While el Niño brings milder conditions on average, effects are highly variable
REGIONAL— Earlier this 

week, PBS aired a two-part Ken 
Burns series, “The American 
Buffalo,” that recounted the 
senseless and tragic destruction 
of an iconic North American 
species that once dominated 
vast swaths of the continent. It 
wasn’t the first time that rapa-
cious Europeans wiped away the 
natural abundance and beauty 
that had been the honored and 
protected birthright of native 
North Americans for millennia. 

In his new book, “White 
Pine, the Natural and Human 
History of a Foundational 
American Tree,” UMD pro-
fessor emeritus John Pastor 
provides a fascinating and 
equally tragic story of the loss 
of the once-vast forests of white 
pine that spread from Maine 
to the prairie edge in northern 
Minnesota. As with the buffalo, 
it was the same genetic lust for 
monetary wealth and a world-
view that saw the natural world 
as nothing more than a target for 
plunder, that drove the destruc-
tion of the original white pine 
forests and left virtually nothing 
but the occasional “Lost 40” 
remaining of an ecosystem that 
once stretched for thousands 
of miles. 

While Pastor tells that story, 
he doesn’t dwell on it since there 
is so much more to know about  
this remarkable tree. Pastor, 
an ecologist who focused his 
research and teaching on the 
natural history and ecology of 
northern ecosystems, offers any 
number of insights into the white 
pine and its role in world history. 
The white pine’s strength, 
massive size when mature, and 
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WINTER...Continued from page 4B

Golden aspen glisten in the sun on Jasper Peak on Tuesday, almost two weeks later than their normal early October peak. 

BLOBS...Continued from page 4B

photo by M. Helmberger

WHITE PINE...Continued from page 4B

colonies that resemble 
coral, however, each zooid 
lives inside a gelatinous 
tube that’s made of mostly 
protein instead of the hard 
calcium carbonate exoskel-
eton of coral. It’s the protein 
exoskeleton that gives 
a colony of Pectinatella 
magnifica its icky slimy 
appearance.

Bryozoans feed by 
filtering tiny algae and 
protozoa through a crown 
of tentacles. In turn, they 
are eaten by snails, cad-
disflies, midges, and small 
fish. They are a competitor 

for living space with the 
invasive species of zebra 
mussels that plague North 
American freshwater lakes. 
So don’t be tempted to clean 
that bryozoan colony from 
the undersides of your dock 
because they help combat 
the spread of the undesir-
able zebra mussel.

Colonies of Pectinatella 
magnifica start with just a 
few zooids and then grow 
during the summer, forming 
yellow-brown gelatinous 
blobs that can be as large 
as a basketball. 

According to the 

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, bryo-
zoan colonies will release 
microscopic larval “stra-
toblasts” before they dis-
integrate with the onset of 
colder weather. The stra-
toblasts can survive winter 
conditions and will create 
new zooids come spring, 
starting the colony-building 
cycle for the upcoming year. 

While the ick factor 
of a bryozoan colony in 
Minnesota waters can be 
substantial, the individual 
zooids seen through a 
microscope are actually 

quite beautiful.
Healthy water 

Bryozoans can make 
water cleaner by decreas-
ing turbidity. According to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), as fil-
ter-feeders, bryozoans also 
take in clay and silt along 
with their diet of algae and 
diatoms, so the clarity of 
the water where they live 
will actually improve. A 
single tiny zooid can filter 
as much as eight milliliters 
(one-quarter ounce) of 
water every day; and there 
are hundreds, even thou-

sands, in a single colony.
“In general, because 

they are filter feeders, bryo-
zoans want high-quality 
water,” DNR biologist Don 
Eaton told the Timberjay. 
He cautioned that was the 
general case, especially for 
bryozoans in the ocean.

Narrowing in  on 
bryozoans in freshwater 
lakes, both the USFWS 
and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers both identify 
Pectinatella magnifica as an 
indicator of a healthy lake, 
though the “Field Guide to 
Fresh Water Invertebrates 

of North America (Elsevier, 
2001)” notes that freshwa-
ter bryozoans can tolerate 
acidic water conditions and 
eutrophication.

Bryozoans in fresh-
water are harmless and 
non-toxic for humans. They 
can create a nuisance when 
they occasionally clog 
water intakes. Bryozoan 
colonies can be safely 
detached from surfaces if 
necessary and set afloat to 
find a new home without 
harming most of the organ-
isms living in the colony.

Minnesota, the impacts are 
highly variable. 
Communicating 
to the public

Whateve r  w in t e r 
weather arrives in the 
coming weeks and months, 

the public can turn to www.
weather.gov/dlh/weather-
story at any time of day 
for the most up-to-date 
information on upcom-
ing weather in northeast-
ern Minnesota. During 
severe winter weather, the 

forecasts are refined and 
updated every few hours, 
typically with detailed maps 
and timelines showing the 
extent and timing of the 
expected weather impacts. 

 

supple wood made this tree 
the most highly-desired of 
all for the creation of the 
ship’s masts that powered 
the British Navy of the 
1600s and 1700s. It was 
the trade in masts, which 
the British needed by the 
thousands, that became 
one of the early American 
industries and began the 
centuries of exploitation of 
the white pine that finally 
came to an end with the 
cutting of the last of the 
original white forests in 
northern Minnesota by the 
1920s. 

The destruction of 
the white pine had dev-
astating consequences for 
the wild creatures that 
made their homes in these 
once-complex ecosystems. 
It also attracted the growing 
concern of those Americans 
who recognized what was 
being lost in the mad 
rush to exploit this vast 
natural resource. People 
like George Perkins Marsh, 
the author of “Man and 
Nature,” an 1864 classic 
that was as influential as 
Darwin’s “On the Origin 
of the Species” in its day, 
and Henry David Thoreau 
of “Walden” fame, first 
planted the seeds of a young 
conservationist movement 

that was ultimately taken 
up by many others. Their 
combined efforts came 
too late to save any but a 
smattering of the remaining 
herds of buffalo or a few 
scattered remnants of the 
original white pine forests, 
but they set the stage for an 
environmental movement 
that ultimately reshaped 
America’s relationship 
with the natural world for 
the better. 

Pastor includes other 
interesting insights that 
warrant a mention. While 
the white pine dominated 
the forests of northeast-
ern North America as far 
west as Minnesota, the 
continent is home to a 
remarkably diverse array 
of pine species, certainly 
as compared to Europe 
and northern Asia, where 
forests are largely limited 
to a single pine species, the 
Scots pine. 

Pastor highlights a 
now well-documented 
theory that posits that 
the 40-odd species of 
pine in North America 
originated as a result of 
the fluctuating climate 
during the Eocene, which 
began nearly 60 million 
years ago. The theory, 
developed by Constance 

Millar, a conifer biolo-
gist with the U.S. Forest 
Service, proposed during 
warm, tropical periods 
during the Eocene, North 
American pines retreated 
to isolated refugia in the 
high altitudes of the young 
and then-growing Rocky 
Mountains. “The complex 
terrain of different moun-
tain ranges and valleys iso-
lated the populations from 
one another and prevented 
cross-pollination,” writes 
Pastor. As the isolated 
populations adapted to their 
new environments, they 
grew apart from the genet-
ics of their forbearers and 

eventually became separate 
species. 

As a cooler climate 
returned, the pines spread 
to lower elevations, with 
implications explained by 
Pastor. “Many previously 
isolated populations could 
no longer interbreed suc-
cessfully and had therefore 
become separate species, 
while other interbred and 
formed new hybrids. Some 
of the hybrids were less 
able to compete with their 
parent species and went 
extinct, but others outcom-
peted their parent species 
and drove their parents to 
extinction or into marginal 

habitats.” With the return of 
more tropical conditions, 
the new assemblage of 
pines retreated to the high 
altitudes, only to continue 
their genetic alterations 
over time. As this pattern 
repeated, the genetic pools 
of North American pines 
became remarkably well 
shuffled, resulting in the 
many species we see today.

While the past shaped 
all North American pines, 
including the white pine, 
the future may have the 
greatest impact of all, 
Pastor notes. With climate 
change warming the planet 
at a pace that far exceeds 
the climate fluctuations of 

the past, Pastor notes that 
the conditions required 
for white pine survival are 
likely to shift northward, 
bringing uncertainty as the 
tree is forced to compete 
with other species in new 
landscape. Once again, it 
is the activities of humans 
that threaten the white 
pine’s future. Yet, as Pastor 
writes, research is already 
underway to find ways 
to ensure this remarkable 
tree’s survival. That’s a 
story yet to unfold. 

Pastor’s book is pub-
lished by Island Press and 
is widely available at area 
bookstores or online. 

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
10/09     51     28     0.00    
10/10     50     30     0.00     
10/11     45     38     0.00    
10/12     54     29     0.00    
10/13     53     37     0.02     
10/14     53     40     0.00     
10/15     48     31     0.00     
YTD Total      22.60    

10/09     52     34     0.11    
10/10     45     39     0.00     
10/11     52     39     0.00    
10/12     54     32     0.00    
10/13     52     39     0.00     
10/14     46     43     0.00     
10/15     61     34     0.00                          
YTD Total                 NA    

10/09     53     32     0.00    
10/10     48     33     0.00     
10/11     45     40     0.01    
10/12     52     32     0.00    
10/13     52     32     0.00     
10/14     51     42     0.03     
10/15     46     38     0.01               
YTD Total      17.25          

10/09     51     34     0.01    
10/10     48     34     0.04     
10/11     44     38     0.00    
10/12     51     37     0.00    
10/13     51     38     0.00     
10/14     52     43     0.01     
10/15     46     37     0.00     
YTD Total     20.72      

10/09     48     33     0.00    
10/10     51     33     0.00     
10/11     49     35     0.00    
10/12     53     34     0.00    
10/13     55     43     0.00     
10/14     52     47     0.00     
10/15     46     32     0.06            
YTD Total               21.30    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

53  39 48  35 48  36 51  3852  40

ELY ICE ARENA
COME try hOCkEy fOr frEE
NOVEMBEr 4 • 10-11 AM

For ages 4 to 9 • Equipment provided, snacks & fun!
Please Register in advance at:TryHockeyForFree.com

A grEAt ChANCE fOr yOuNg skAtErs 
tO giVE hOCkEy A try!

READ THE TIMBERJAY!    

Learn To SkateLearn To Skate
at the ELY ICE ARENA

Sessions teach the basics of skating to children.
Register at: Elyhockey.org

Sessions Begin: 
Saturday, November 11

(For Ages 3 to 7)
• Wednesdays:
 6:15-6:45 PM &

• Saturdays :
10:15-11 AM
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Read It
Here

753-2950

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) 
     Housekeeping & Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   ($4,000 sign-on 
bonus)
FT Ultrasound Technologist
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical 
    Nurse (RN wage starting at $36.22/hr; 
   $4,000 sign-on bonus. LPN wage starting 
   at $22.20/hr; $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT and Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Asst.  
   (Wage starting at $17.79/ NA certification)
Business Office
FT Hospital Billing Technician 
    (Wage starting at $18.55 hr.)
Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

OPENINGS
Vermilion Country 

School (VCS) is 
seeking applicants 

for the following 
positions:

1 FT Paraprofessional (full-time, benefits 
eligible) High school diploma required.

1 Van Driver (part time - 15-19 hours per 
week) Current Driver’s License Required, CDL 
not required) 

For inquiries, contact 
info@vermilioncountry.org 

and/or 218-248-2485

COUNCIL VACANCY
CITY OF ORR

The Orr City Council will be appointing an indi-
vidual to serve the remainder of a term on the 
Council due to a resignation.  Individuals who 
would like to be considered should submit a 
letter of interest to the City.  The letter should 
include full name, mailing address, telephone 
number and email address.  In order to be eli-
gible for consideration, the individual must be 
an eligible voter in the City, must be at least 
21 years of age and must be a resident of the 
City for at least 30 days prior to the appoint-
ment.  Letters should be sent to the City of 
Orr, PO Box 237, Orr, MN  55771 or emailed 
to Orrmn@centurytel.net.  The deadline for 
accepting letters is 4:00 P.M. on October 31, 
2023.

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 13 & 20, 2023

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE
FIRST MEETING OF THE 

GREENWOOD PICKLEBALL COMMITTEE
The first meeting of the Greenwood Pickleball Committee will be held at 
the Greenwood Town Hall on Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 6 p.m.

ALL CITIZENS WELCOME

PURPOSE: To bring forth recommendations to the Town Board for its 
assessment and/or action.

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION WILL BE LIMITED TO:
1. Committee structure- chair, vice-chair, clerk
2. Committee decisions- use voting or consensus
3. Discussion on location and number of courts
4. Funding sources and fiduciary
5. Assignments for next meeting
6. Set date and time for next meeting

Dr. JoAnn Bassing, Town Clerk
Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

High School Paraprofessional 
Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional for the 2023-2024 school 
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent or complete 
a Para Pro exam with a passing score (www.
ets.org/parapro)
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting
 Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact the District Office for a complete job 
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: October 23, 2023; open 
until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 13 & 20, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional for the 2023-2024 school 
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent or complete 
a Para Pro exam with a passing score (www.
ets.org/parapro)
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting
 Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact the District Office for a complete job 
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: October 25, 2023; open 
until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 13 & 20, 2023

Tribal Police Officer  
Closes:  11/14/2023

Position Purpose: A Police Officer ensures 
safety, security, and the preservation of life 
and property by maintaining law and order 
and enforcing laws and ordinances. Solves 
community problems by fostering open and 
continuous communication and cooperation 
between the community and law enforcement. 
Maintains confidentiality of all privileged infor-
mation.

Excellent Benefits:
Single Medical & Dental - Free ● Annual 

Leave ● Sick Leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid 
holidays ● Flex Plan ● Life Insurance ● LTD 

● Voluntary Benefits available by payroll 
deduction

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3 & 10, 2023

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 707

NETT LAKE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a special 
election has been called and will be held in 
and for Independent School District No. 707 
(Nett Lake), State of Minnesota, on Tuesday, 
the 7th day of November 2023 for the purpose 
of electing one school board member to fill 
vacancy in term expiring January 6, 2025.

Instruction to Voters:
To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next 

to your choice(s) like this: 

School Board Member
Vote for One

Danelle Porter

Write-in, if any

The polling place for this election and the pre-
cincts serviced by those polling places will be 
as follows:

NETT LAKE SCHOOL AT 13090 WESTLEY 
DRIVE, NETT LAKE, MN 55772

Any eligible voters residing in the school dis-
trict may vote at said election at the polling 
place or combined polling place designated 
above for the precinct in which he or she 
resides. The polls for said election will open at 
8:00 o’clock a.m. and will close at 8:00 o’clock 
p.m. on the date of said election.

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible 
to vote in this election. An unregistered individ-
ual may register to vote at the polling place on 
Election Day.

Dated: October 9, 2023

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
Danelle Porter, School District Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20 & 27, 2023

Information Specialist II - 
Attorney’s Office
$19.25 - $22.73 Hourly  

Apply by 10/30/23

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  10/27

Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic Apprentice

$19.69 Hourly  
Apply by 10/26/23

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  10/20

Residential Appraiser I - 
(Hibbing)

$26.55 - $32.26 Hourly  
Apply by 10/25/23

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  10/20

NORTH COUNTRY INN, ORR
PT CARETAKER WANTED

As the new owners of the North Country Inn, 
we are looking for someone to look over the 
premises.  There is a third-party property man-
ager involved; however we need a day-to-day 
person on premises.  Responsibilities would 
include (but not limited to): light lawn care, 
light maintenance, laundry and guest room 
cleaning upon check-out only.  It would also 
include some time-to-time guest interaction or 
assistance; however, the North Country Inn 
will be mostly a remote/digital check-in and 
check-out process.  

As part of this position, we’re offering free rent 
and utilities.  The live-in suite is a spacious 
living area with a large kitchen and bedroom.  
The position will be paid on a part-time basis.  

You can find photographs of the North Country 
Inn at www.northcountryinn.com. If you’re 
interested in learning more please email: 
Brandon Schuh at bschuhep@gmail.com or 
call 612-619-9296.  



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

GUITAR 
LESSONS

GUITAR LESSONS- Now 
accepting new students for pri-
vate guitar lessons. Whether 
you are an absolute beginner 
or an intermediate player, we’ll 
customize a lesson plan just for 
you! Located in Ely. Learn more 
at elyguitarlessons.com. Call/
text 218-994-4466.  11/3

HELP WANTED
BARTENDER WANTED at the 
Cook VFW. Pickup an applica-
tion or call 218-666-0500. 10/20
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Advertise 
Here

One Low 
Price  

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276



HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Fall Clean-up & More!
Window Insulation Kits

Leaf Bags, Rakes

We Have
Sunflower

Seeds!
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Let these experts help 
with your next project

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

50Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Beautiful CABINETS

• Providing Design Help For Your Unique Style •

8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron • 218-741-6690 • HOURS 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales

professionals about
CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN

Kitchens That Cook!
New Cabinets for Home or Cabin!

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR
HOME
DECOR
STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,(We accept credit cards)

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 

69VI-PR-23-163

NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING 
ON PEITION FOR SUMMARY 
ASSIGNMENT OR DISTRIBUTION 
AND FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL, EXEMPT ESTATE

Estate of
Marlene Elaine Kovich, (aka Marlene 
Kovich), Decedent

Notice is given that a petition has 
been filed requesting that the Estate 
assets be summarily assigned.
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper, and 
if no objections or claims are filed or 
raised, the Court may issue a decree 
distributing or assigning the Estate’s 
assets.  *This hearing will be held 
remotely via Zoom Technology.

It is Ordered and Notice is now given 
that the Petition will be heard on 
November 13, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., by 
this Court at 300 5th Av. S, Virginia 
MN 55792, Minnesota.

Notice is further given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required 
to present the claims to the Court 
Administrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Andrew R. Peterson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela Erickson Sipila
Sipila Law Office LLC
412 1st St. S.
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 024501x
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
FAX: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20 
& 27, 2023

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 

69VI-PR-23-150

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
DESCENT OF PROPERTY

Estate of
Reynolds L. Christensen (aka 
Reynolds Christensen),
Decedent

A Petition for Determination of 
Descent has been filed with this 
Court. The Petition represents 
that the Decedent died more than 
three years ago, leaving property in 
Minnesota and requests the probate 
of Decedent’s last Will, and the 
descent of such property be deter-
mined and assigned by this Court to 
the persons entitled to the property.

Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper, and 
if no objections or claims are filed or 
raised, the Petition may be granted.

It is Ordered and Notice is now given 
that the Petition will be heard on 
November 13, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., by 
this Court at 300 5th Av. S, Virginia 
MN 55792, Minnesota.* This hear-
ing will be held remotely via Zoom 
Technology.

Notice shall be given to all interest-
ed persons (subject to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.1-401)  and 
persons who have filed a demand 
for notice pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-204.

Notice shall be given by publishing 
this Notice and Order as provided 
by law and by mailing a copy of this 
Notice and Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing date.

BY THE COURT
Andrew R. Peterson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela Erickson Sipila
Sipila Law Office LLC
412 1st St. S.
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 024501x
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
FAX: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 20 
& 27, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
BREITUNG POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
A trailer was recovered from Lake 
Vermilion, March 2023. To identify, 

claim, and pay recovery fee, call 
the Breitung Police Department at 

218-753-6660.
Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 

20, 27 & Nov. 3, 2023

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/15/2023 North

THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY 
AD NETWORK

Your newspaper representative 
can provide

complete details. 

Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
with an ad this size across 

the entire state.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT


