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NORTHERN LAKES ARTS ASSOCIATION

Ely’s arts scene poised for growth

Merger under NLAA's talented new leadership portends entertainment ahead

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

ELY- When Ian Lah took
the helm as executive artistic
director of the Northern Lakes
Arts Association in May of last
year, he said he saw opportunity
for growth. The 2012 graduate
of Ely Memorial High School
is a professionally trained actor,

singer, and dancer, and he was
eager to prove that “investing in
the arts only creates amore vibrant
community.”

Bringing growth and change
to a longtime community orga-
nization is always a challenge,
but Lah, along with a committed
board of directors, has worked
to expand the impact of the

35-year old arts organization in
the area, recruiting professional
actors to work alongside talented
locals for the ambitious first-ev-
er “Broadway in the Boundary
Waters” 2023 summer season,
and expanding opportunities for
area youth in musical theater,

See..MERGER pg.10
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Right: A recent
production of
“Songs for a

New World” was
among many
offerings
available this past
summer thanks to
the efforts of the
Northern Lakes
Arts Association.
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In Cook., the
Lions ROAL?Y

Group celebrates 50 years of service to the area

by DAVID COLBURN
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Above: Lions

Cook/Orr Editor

COOK- Over the past five decades,

dignitaries attending
the event included,
from left, past District
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BOIS FORTE

New health
care vending
machines go
live Friday

New offerings available at
Fortune Bay and Nett Lake
C Store could save lives

by BRIAN K. ANDERSON
Contributing Writer

TOWER — An innovation in public
health is coming this Friday, Oct. 6, to
the Bois Forte Reservation. That’s when
the Bois Forte will become the first tribe
in Minnesota, and possibly the nation,
to install, stock, and open public health
vending machines for use by the public
at Fortune Bay and the Nett Lake C Store.

“It will be a historic day for us that
shows we want to do our part to provide
a very important service to those strug-
gling with addiction,” said Bois Forte
Tribal Chair Cathy Chavers. “However,

Committee Chair Bert
Nelson, District
Governor Jessica
Minske, club President
Steve Kajala, first Vice
District Governor Bob

the vending machines will carry many
other useful products to help out our band
members.”

The public health vending machines
which are being provided and funded by a

there are few things in Cook that haven’t
been touched by the caring hearts and
hands of the Cook Lions Club, and
members and invited guests gathered on
Tuesday at the Cook VFW to celebrate

the club’s 50th anniversary.

Club President Steve Kajala served as
master of ceremonies for the event, which
included a social hour and buffet banquet,
special presentations,club awards and new

member initiation.

While a couple of the original 25

See...LIONS pg. 10

Woodke, and past
District Governor
Kathryn Smith.

Right: Dom Elioff, the
original sponsor for
the club in 1973, gets
tips about the buffet
from Elizabeth Storm.
photo by D. Colburn

HRSA grant awarded to the University of
Minnesota-Duluth College of Pharmacy,
Dr. Laura Polombi, and Johns Hopkins
University, will carry lifesaving products
such as the overdose reversal medication
Naloxone, otherwise known as Narcan,
that can help with a fentanyl overdose.

See..VENDING pg. 9

Billboard’s claim ignites
social media controversy

WOLVES VS. FAWNS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER expected to remain up for a few Right: This
Managing Editor more days at least, makes a con- E‘:‘I’g 53d . o ré
troversial claim— that the state’s Rllidoard in N t .

REGIONAL— 1It’s been a estimated 2,800 gray wolves Cotton has a gear in Min neso a":
tough few years for northeastern  consume 54,000 white-tailed deer 98N€rated
Minnesota deer hunters and that  fawns a year. It’s an astonishing plenty of ]
has put the state’s most prominent number that has, predictably, ggg:'n;e;:lim
predator in the cross hairs of a  generated plenty of heat on social ~ that does not
prominent billboard that went up  media from people with widely appear to
recently along Hwy. 53 in Cotton. be well

The billboard, which is

See...BILLBOARD pg. 9

substantiated.
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New Fall fashions for women and men stocked now.
Summer closeouts on SALE. PLUS, Outlet Store open!

Fantastic new books arriving daily at our Bookstore.
Piragis Upstairs Bookstore,Where Great Books Find You!
You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.

piragis.com 218 - 365 - 6745

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Hedy Tripp to host Anti-Racism poetry

workshop Oct. 7 and 8

CHISHOLM/VIRGINIA- When you think of
anti-racism, what comes to mind? Join us from 3-5
p.m. at The Lyric Center for the Arts in Virginia on
Oct. 7 or at VEMA in Chisholm on Oct. 8 for a FREE
and unique workshop where we will discuss through
mindful practices and journaling.

Help us to create positive change on the Range
and learn more about how you can use your voice to
uplift and educate others mindfully. Learning about
anti-racist actions is a movement to restore healing
and restoration. Anti-racism is a practice of love and
acceptance. It is important to insert these gentle prac-
tices daily, so that we may provide a safe space for our
community.

The event is hosted and facilitated by artist and
activist, Hedy Tripp, a Southeast Asian/Singaporean/
Eurasian immigrant from Singapore who will be join-
ing us from St. Cloud, where she currently resides.

Hedwidge (Hedy) Tripp is a fiscal year 2023
recipient of a Creative Support for Individuals grant
from the Minnesota State Arts Board. This activity is
made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a
grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to
a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural
heritage fund. Registration is required for attendance.
Check Hedy out at www.hedytripp.com. For more
information and to register for either workshop visit
lyriccenteronline.org. All questions and concerns
should be sent to operations@lyriccenteronline.org for
the quickest response.

Celebrating that lunch box staple -

Iron Range Pasty Festival set for Oct. 7

MT. IRON- The fifth annual Iron Range Pasty
Festival is set for Saturday, Oct. 7 from 4 — 7 p.m.
at the Mt. Iron Community Center, located at 8586
Enterprise Dr. S.

This is an annual fundraiser for the Iron Range
Partnership for Sustainability. The meal features fresh-
baked hot pasties made with all locally grown ingre-
dients. Cost is $15 for a pasty, slaw, and beverage.
Take-out frozen pasties are $12 each.

Advance tickets are required. Call 218-969-6872
from 5-9 p.m., or place your order online at tinyurl.
com/orderpasty.

There will be rutabaga bowling, a presentation on
the Tower-Soudan Mine, and music by Cowboy Angel
Blue. This fundraiser started as a celebration of the
Iron Range’s mining culinary traditions. The secret
recipe is using the freshest, locally grown and raised
ingredients from local farms.

There will also be free electronics recycling for
laptops, desktops, monitors, and TVs smaller than
19”. There will also be information about plastic re-
cycling and the e-waste recycling study (https://www.
irpsmn.org/ewaste-recycling).

Goodies, treasures, youth activities,
coffee and more at Fall Festival Oct. 14

VIRGINIA - Our Saviors Lutheran Church is
having a Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 14, from 9 a.m. —
2 p.m. There will be a bake and sweet shop, household
treasures, pie and coffee, quilts for sale, silent auction
items, and youth activities. There is something for
everyone. Please come and join us for a fun time. Our
Saviors Lutheran Church is located at 1111 8th St S.

Correction

It has come to our attention that some of the
winners of the Ely Marathon were not in our story
due to an editing mistake. For complete Ely Marathon
results, go to Elymarathon.com/ and click on registra-
tion and results.
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® Vintage Holiday Decor
® Howe Goods
® A Puwmpkin Boutique!

Towmsich Family
& Friends

MUSIC IS...

Mesabi Symphony Orchestra 2023-24 full concert
season, "Music s ... " kicks off Oct. 21

VIRGINIA — The Mesa-
bi Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
2023-234concert season theme is
entitled “Music Is...” and explores
how music can mean many things to
all of us. Music can conjure mem-
ories, it can evoke a wide range of
emotions, it can musically describe
places and destinations, it can form
a sort of musical painting, and the
list goes on. Patrons can look for
the MSO to depict those emotions
through music.

The orchestra emerges Oct. 21
with the first concert in the series,
“Music is ... Colorful,” at the new
Rock Ridge High School Perform-
ing Arts Center and on Oct. 22 at
Washington Elementary auditorium
in Ely.

In December, audiences can
look forward to a Christmas specta-
cle featuring the MSO Pops Orches-
tra with Santa and refreshments, and
a special New Years Eve concert
honoring the two titans of music, the
legendary Tony Bennett and Frank
Sinatra. In 2024, the MSO will per-

form in Hibbing in
February, then Vir-
ginia, closing out the
season in April.

The Mesabi
Symphony Orches-
tra is also excited
to announce the se-
lection of Stephanie
Villella, of Mt. Iron,
who has been hired
as the Marketing and
Fundraising  Man-
ager of the organi-
zation. In her role,
Villella will oversee
business  adminis-
tration, fundraising,
event coordination,
and public relations
functions.  Stepha-
nie is pleased to carry on the work
of the MSO General Manager, Lisa
Buckman, who is retiring at the end
of this year.

“I am thrilled to have been se-
lected to serve the Mesabi Sympho-
ny Orchestra in this position and

Stephanie Villella is
MSO's new Marketing and
Fundraising Manager

look forward to the
many adventures
that lie ahead,” she
said. “My focus this
season will be on
public awareness of
the incredible talent
that the MSO brings
to the people of the
Range and to en-
courage community
members to support
us.”

After its in-
credibly successful
participation in the
Farewell To Good-
man concert in May
with an audience of
nearly 1,000, the
Mesabi Symphony
Orchestra continues to fortify its
cultural impact on the Iron Range.
Visit  mesabisymphonyorchestra.
org for additional details and online
ticket sales.

GIVING BACK

Operation Round Up gives more than
$51,000 to community programs

COH A SSET -
Through the contributions
of Lake Country Power’s
participating ~ members,
the Operation Round Up
Electric Trust Board re-
cently approved $51,953
in assistance to local
community programs
during its quarterly meet-
ing.  The cooperative’s
Trust Board reviewed and
considered 34 grant ap-
plications and distributed
funds to 31 projects and
programs this past quarter.

All funds generated
through Operation Round
Up are set aside in a trust
fund. A voluntary Trust
Board of nine co-op mem-
bers administers the trust.
Of the funds -collected
through the program, 100
percent is distributed to
charitable organizations
through an application
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An Operation Round Up big check for big money
helps many local projects and programs.
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back-to-school season, the
store is open more often.
“I’ve had so many people
say how great this is for
our community,” added
Tinquist.

Other recent recipients

in the area include:
»Northeast ~ Range
School Iron Mosquitos Ro-
botics Team, Babbitt
»Community Thanks-
giving Dinner, Tower
>»Tower-Soudan Civic
Club for Operation Santa

» Trinity Lutheran
Church Quilters, Cook
»Mesabi Symphony

Orchestra, Virginia
»Care Partners,
eleth
»Salvation Army, Vir-

Ev-

ginia

>»Well Being Devel-
opment/Northern  Lights
Clubhouse, Ely

and selection process. The
Trust Board uses special
guidelines and policies
when choosing recipients.

Foster Love Closet
of Grand Rapids received

$2,000 and will use the
funds for diapers, formu-
la, baby food and back-
to-school items. The non-
profit, volunteer-based

store is owned and operat-

CITRUS FUNDRAISER

November
Delivery

Deadline: October 15
Order yours TODAY!

ed by Karen Tinquist who
started the service in 2019
after seeing a need for fos-
ter children in the greater
Grand Rapids area.

“Every week we serve
about 200 families and
foster children,” said Kar-
en Tinquist, owner and op-
erator of Foster Love Clos-
et. “Families can shop for
items at no cost — anything
from clothing, socks, toys,
books, baby food, formu-
la, diapers, baby furniture
and whatever else we re-
ceive as donations or are
able to purchase.”

Foster Love Closet is
open one day a week on
Thursday. They could use
more volunteers to ex-
pand. Foster Love Closet
is located across the hall
from North in Bloom.

Operation Round Up
is a charitable program
unique to electric co-ops,
which is designed to pro-
vide financial assistance to
worthwhile activities and
community projects by
“rounding up” members’
electric bills to the nearest
dollar. The average do-
nation of each participat-
ing Lake Country Power
member is less than 6 dol-
lars annually.

Interested members
can opt into the Operation
Round Up program by
calling the cooperative at
800-421-9959.

Applications are
available online at www.
lakecountrypower.coop
The next application dead-
line is November 15.

www.ElyWolvesPT0.com

During the holidays and

Discover hands-on &

area Minnesota North

Minnesuta
NorthCollege

Lunch is provided.

online programs offered at

College campus locations.
All are welcome to attend!

IS HERE!

TREES, SHRUBS,
PERENNIALS!

SELECTION OF
PET SUPPLIES!

BULBS before the

ground freezes.

OPEN: M-Sat 9-5, Closed Sundays
145 W. Camp St, Ely * 365-6555
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SCHOOL SAFETY

County Sheriff remains concerned over SRO law change

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL—St.  Louis
County Sheriff Gordon Ramsay
indicated he remains concerned
about a change in state law that
limits the types of physical force
that school officials, including
student resource officers, or
SROs, can use on students in
non-violent circumstances.

Ramsay, who suspended the
county’s SRO program in re-
sponse to the change, acknowl-
edged that SROs in the county
have only rarely resorted to the
use of force in area schools.
“But as one SRO told me, he
doesn’t want to do anything that
is risky,” he added. That con-
cern is shared by dozens of law
enforcement entities across the
state who have expressed op-
position to the change in Minn.
Stat. 121A.582, which limits the
use of physical force against stu-
dents to situations involving the
imminent threat of bodily harm
to a student or others. In the past,
the law also allowed for the use
of physical force to “restrain”
a student without defining the
reasons for such restraint. The
change in law does not apply to
other law enforcement officials
who aren’t contracted to work
specifically in schools.

The revision in the law has
sparked political controversy,
with many Republicans and
some prominent law enforce-
ment officials calling for action

Increased backing for the new restrictions dissipates call for special session

in a special session to reverse
the change, which applies to all
school staff, including teachers,
bus drivers and SROs. Ramsay
said he regrets that the contro-
versy has become a political
football and notes that he can-
celed St. Louis County’s SRO
program early on, well before it
became overtly partisan.

While opponents to the
change in law spoke out early,
supporters of the new law have
begun speaking out as well,
and that has altered the politi-
cal dynamic which had initial-
ly appeared to favor a special
session. The Minnesota Youth
Council, a legislative advisory
group comprised of high school
students from across the state,
recently expressed their full
support of the new law, warning
that any changes to the language
adopted by the Legislature last
spring could prove detrimental
to student well-being.

“Reworking Minnesota
statute 121A.58 could lead to
SROs having less restrictions
and causing more harm to stu-
dents in their communities,” the
group said in a press release.
“This section of law protects,
supports, and addresses the
safety needs of students in Min-
nesota by restricting the kinds
of holds SROs can use against
them.”

In addition, 44 DFL law-

makers, including Speaker of
the House Melissa Hortman,
have come out against any
changes to the law. They argue
that the bill, as part of a larger
education finance bill, received
bipartisan support in the spring
and that ample opportunities
were provided in hearings for
the language to be challenged.
The House People of Color and
Indigenous Caucus has also is-
sued a statement supporting the
bill.

A recent opinion by Minne-
sota Attorney General Keith El-
lison concluded that the change
“does not limit the types of rea-
sonable force that may be used
by school staff and agents, [in-
cluding SROs] to prevent bodily
harm or death.”

“The test for reasonable
force remains unchanged, and is
highly fact-specific,” concluded
Ellison.

Under Minn. Stat. 8.07, at-
torney general opinions are de-
cisive as they apply to school
districts in the state, unless
overturned by a court.

Yet Ellison’s opinion hasn’t
changed Ramsay’s mind, who
says he’s following the advice
of legal counsel from associa-
tions like the League of Minne-
sota Cities and the Association
of Minnesota Counties, who
have suggested that the change
could put school staff, including

SROs, at a greater risk for civ-
il litigation if they use force in
non-violent situations.
Representatives  of  the
League of Minnesota Cities In-
surance Trust, however, have in-
dicated that they do not intend to
suspend insurance coverage for
municipal police departments
that maintain an SRO program
in their local schools over the is-
sue, as some had suggested.
Meanwhile, the Minnesota
Youth Council is challenging
the view held by many law en-
forcement agencies and school
boards alike that SRO programs
help to improve students’ per-
ceptions of law enforcement.
“In schools, the presence of
SROs is not necessarily viewed
as a universal good,” says Min-
nesota Youth Council member
and Minneapolis Washburn
High School student Charlie
Schmit. “Some students view
SROs in a negative way and
many students report SROs con-
tribute to increased feelings of
stress and fear. This law helps to
assure safe school environments
by clearly identifying SRO’s
roles in school and hopefully it
will lead to further training and
discussion to ensure all learning
environments for students are
safe.”
In a letter to the bill’s au-
thor, the Youth Council con-
tended that SROs aren’t being

trained in schools, “which is
alarming considering the main
purpose of SROs is to be able to
assist with situations that occur
in school.”

The council also high-
lighted racial disparities in the
deployment of SROs, citing
research showing that SROs
are more likely to be placed in
schools where 80 percent of the
student body is Black or Lati-
no, and that students in those
groups are subject to a higher
rate of disciplinary actions than
are white students.

A potential fix?

With the possibility of a spe-
cial session now looking dim,
school districts have been turn-
ing to changes in their contracts
with local law enforcement to
clarify that SROs do not qualify
as “agents of the school.” The
change in the law, as it stands,
only applies to school staff or
agents of schools. If classified
as regular police, SROs would
be bound by law enforcement’s
own longstanding set of legal
standards for the use of force
and would not be subject to the
change in the law applying to
school staff.

David Colburn contributed
reporting for this story.

ELY CITY COUNCIL

Ely City Council purr-fects its pet ordinances

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Cat owners in Ely
are off the hook. The Ely City
Council voted to drop the li-
censing requirements for pets
other than dogs. Mayor Heidi
Omerza noted that the rewrite
of the city’s pet ordinances was
prompted “because of danger-
ous dogs.”

Council member Al Fors-
man made the motion to drop
the license requirement for pets
other than dogs. “There are al-
ready fines for allowing cats to
run free, but hundreds of fami-
lies don’t let their cats run free

and it’s not fair to them to bear
the burden of those who are not
responsible,” he said.

The council also voted to
amend the language of the pet
ordinances, to clarify that all
household pets are prohibited
from running free in city limits.

The revision of Ely’s pet
ordinances has taken several
contentious weeks, including
some heated discussions among
the council members. The revi-
sions also brought several Ely
citizens to council meetings to
voice their concerns about fair-
ness, costs, lack of clarity in the
revision, and unenforceability

of the licensing requirements,
especially for cats.

When the voting on pro-
posed law changes finished,
Mayor Heidi Omerza looked at
the council members in aston-
ishment, remarking, “That was
almost painless. Is everyone
okay?”

The revised pet ordinances
will be on the agenda for their
final approval at the next city
council meeting.

Open forum

Three residents asked to
speak at the open forum portion
of the meeting. Joe Prioreschi

reported that the worn step-
down on the City Hall’s front
steps caused someone to trip
two weeks ago and that the city
may want to do something to
address the issue.

Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowski thanked Prioreschi
and agreed that the sandstone
steps had seen some deteriora-
tion over time. “Actually Doug
[Whitney, the city’s building
inspector] and I looked at that
stuff (for a project updating fea-
tures at City Hall), not knowing
why they even did that back to
1929. That will be something
we’re taking a look at with that

project.”

Doug Johnston shared his
opinion about proposed RV park
in the Spaulding neighborhood,
stating, “another neighborhood
is about to be destroyed.” The
RV park issue was the subject of
an article in the Sept. 29 edition
of the Timberjay.

Frederica Musgrave thanked
the city council for its openness
and responsiveness to the public
over the city’s new pet ordinanc-
es, noting, “You opened it up to
public comment several times.”
In contrast, she had words

See ELY..pg. 5

REAL ESTATE

218-666-5352

_.:“‘ NEED LISTINGS!
85— Contact us for a free
property valuation

info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

COOK 2+ BR, 1-3/4 BA sawn-log home on

80 acres west of Cook. Open living area w/
vaulted ceiling, loft, walk-out lower-level with 2
non-egress BRs. Open and wooded areas with
fruit trees. Adjoins public lands. Must see to
appreciate! $425,000 MLS# 145581

PRICE REDUCED! Newer construction,

2 BR, 1 BA Murphy Lake home 2-acre lake lot
and 220 ft lakeshore. Open LR/kitchen w/vault-
ed ceilings, t&g interior and loft. Landscaped
yard, insulated garage, screen house, outdoor
sauna. $409,000 MLS# 145536

VERMILION

LAND OFFICE

' Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower * Virginia

MLS
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=S RE/MAX

we 218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

Lake Country

MLS#143352

MLS#145757

Buyck-$360,000 200 acres near the Vermilion
River and many area lakes. Adjoins public lands.

Britt-$40,000 4+ acre building site. Wooded with
a pond and privacy. MLS#143948

Crane Lake-$459,000 Historic 1936 full log, 2 BR
cabin on 53+ acres. Updates include a new never

used Crane Lake septic system, new free standing
shower house and 64 ft dock. Boat-access.

Orr-$69,900 Ash River lots 2,4 and 10 in Bear
Ridge on Ash River CIC. Each lot comes with
shared community septic, shared water from
central pumphouse and electric. These utilities
are already run to each site. Ownership also gives
you access to private docks on 155 ft of shared
shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo near lake with
grill and 1/10 share of all common areas.

b+ 4 NODEDY IN THE

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

RE/MAX

NexT Time Come HoMmE!

old Happen For You Too!
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The federal deficit

Make corporations and the wealthy
pay more, like they did in the 1950s

The United States has a
deficit problem, and we don’t
need extremist threats of a gov-
ernment shutdown to address
the problem. We need mem-
bers of Congress to actually
understand what’s behind our
ballooning federal debt and
take action that includes the
one thing that neither party in
Washington seems willing to
suggest: significant tax increas-
es directed at high income earn-
ers and corporations.

Let’s do the math. For
the past five years, under both
President Trump and Presi-
dent Biden, the annual U.S.
deficit has been running at an
average of $2 trillion per year.
That means the U.S. generates
two trillion dollars less revenue
from taxes than it spends.

According to Republicans,
spending cuts represent the
only way to get the deficit un-
der control and they want the
spending cuts focused on aid to
the poor, the disabled, and the
elderly.

So, for the sake of argu-
ment, let’s eliminate all of it.
Zero out the low-income tax
credit for the working poor, the
food stamp program, federal
housing subsidies, cash pay-
ments to needy families, school
meals, home energy assistance,
or aid to support abused and ne-
glected children. Zero it all out
and let every poor kid starve
under a bridge somewhere.
Deficit solved, right?

Hardly. All of those as-
sistance programs amount to
about eight percent of federal
spending, or approximately
$590 billion a year. If we elim-
inated all of it, the U.S. would
still be running annual deficits
above $1.4 trillion a year.

So, where else do we cut?
Interest on the debt is currently
consuming nearly ten percent of
the budget, or more than all the
“welfare” programs combined.
Stopping those payments isn’t
an option. Nor is cutting Social
Security or Medicare, which
even the Republicans declared
off-limits in response to Presi-
dent Biden’s claim that they’re
seeking cuts in those programs.

That leaves all of the rest
of the federal government.
Let’s say we fire every feder-
al worker, shut down all our
airports, eliminate food safety
inspections, the border patrol,
customs, and the Coast Guard,
close the courts, eliminate
transportation, education, and
environmental funding, law
enforcement, and close all the
national parks and national
forests. All of those functions,
many of which are constitu-
tionally required by the way,
cost a bit under $890 billion
combined, so we could cut the
deficit to approximately half a
trillion dollars.

Want to actually balance
the budget? Then, on top of
this, close every veterans’
hospital, and cut the Pentagon

budget in half.

The government, of course,
is not going to do anything like
this, because it would result
in every member of Congress
being thrown out of office. It
would also destroy the U.S.
economy.

So, how did we end up in
this mess where the federal
government has spent an es-
timated $6.3 trillion in 2023
while likely taking in only $4.3
trillion in taxes?

Our spending has cer-
tainly increased, and there are
many factors driving that in-
crease, which we will explore
next week in the second part
of this editorial. For now, it’s
worth noting that in 1960, the
last full year of the Eisenhower
administration, the federal gov-
ernment’s collected tax revenue
amounted to 17.3 percent of the
national Gross Domestic Prod-
uct. In 2019, the last year before
COVID destabilized the federal
budget, the government took in
about 16.3 percent of the na-
tion’s GDP in tax revenue. In
other words, overall taxation in
the U.S. was actually lower in
real terms in 2019 than in 1960.

We do, in fact, know how
to balance the budget. As re-
cently as 2000, under President
Bill Clinton, the U.S. ran a bud-
get SURPLUS of $236 billion.
The federal government, at the
time, collected tax revenues
equal to 20 percent of the GDP
thanks to a tax increase imple-
mented by Democrats. Despite
claims at the time that the Clin-
ton tax increase would sink the
economy and result in less tax
revenue, we experienced an
economic boom and a huge in-
crease in federal tax revenues
resulting in the largest surplus-
es in U.S. history.

Since then, we’ve had the
Bush tax cuts, which over-
whelmingly benefitted wealthy
individuals, and the Trump tax
cuts, which overwhelming-
ly benefited corporations, and
deficits have predictably bal-
looned. In 1960, U.S. corpora-
tions paid in 23 percent of all
federal tax revenues, an amount
equivalent to about four per-
cent of the GDP. By 2019,
corporations were paying less
than ten percent of federal tax-
es, amounting to just one per-
cent of GDP. Restore corporate
taxation to 1960 levels and we
generate an extra $750 billion a
year in taxes, wiping out nearly
40 percent of the deficit in one
policy move.

The bottom line is inescap-
able: We can’t cut our way to
a balanced budget. Significant
tax increases, focused on cor-
porations and the wealthy, have
to be a major part of the solu-
tion. We’ll know Washington is
serious about deficit reduction
when tax increases become a
serious part of the discussion.
Until then, it’s just the usual
posturing for the cameras.

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

JUST PLEASE
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EXPLAIN T ToYoV.
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Thanks for the
adventure of

growing up in Ely

Thank you to the Ely Ad-
venture School for bringing
mystery, wild spontaneous
fun, and magic to area pre-
schoolers!

The new preschool pro-
gram that started in September
focuses on practicing social
skills, building physical skills,
and fostering critical thinking
to three to five-year-olds and
has a mostly outdoor curricu-
lum. It operates Monday-Fri-
day, 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., and
affordable tuition with schol-
arship options are available!

I am a parent to a five-
year-old and a three-year-old
who both attend Adventure
School this year. With such
limited preschool and child-
care options in the Ely area,
I feel so fortunate to be able
to send my kids off every day
to a program that affirms and
inspires them. A place where
my children get to make their
own fun and have choices
over what they participate in
and how they want to engage.
A wonderful combination of
structure and freedom. I have
seen my kids begin to grow
friendships, and thrive emo-
tionally, physically, and cre-
atively. Thank you, SunShine
Gardner, Educator, Director,
and Founder of Ely Adventure
School (who I have nicknamed
the Mr. Rogers of the woods)
for your contributions to my
family and Ely community at
large. elyadventureschool.org.

Rosa Oesterreich

Ely
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We the people
have a critical role

to play

I can’t imagine there be-
ing any US citizen who’s even
half-conscious yet not aware
of the prevailing political divi-
siveness of the nation—Dem-
ocrats against Republicans,
liberals against conservatives.
You can’t pick up a newspaper
or watch or hear a news broad-
cast without being bombarded
with evidence of this discord.

Congress is almost at a
standstill. Politicians don’t
dare cross party lines to do
what they think is right for
fear of losing their positions
on committees and/or being
ostracized. Some, exempli-
fied by Matt Gaetz, think it’s
a crime to work with the oth-
er side...that compromise is
a dirty word. What!?! Is that
the mindset that facilitates ef-
fective governance? The atti-
tude “you’re either with us or
against us” is pervasive. Some
people blame Trump for this
mess. [ don’t.

We are the ones who elect
our lawmakers—lawmakers
who, theoretically, must gar-
ner a majority of votes to take
office (though to an uncom-
fortable degree, gerrymander-
ing makes that ideal somewhat
imperfect). The right to vote
comes with a responsibility:
a responsibility to be knowl-
edgeable about the candidates
and issues; a responsibility to
be a critical thinker, to ques-
tion; a responsibility to know
something about civics. Do
they even teach civics in high
school anymore?

How do you decide
who to vote for? Are you a
straight-ticket voter? Why? Is
every lawmaker of one party
angelic while every one in the
other party demonic, as a cer-
tain Individual would have us
believe? Is your party’s plat-
form beyond reproach while
the other party’s platform is
complete hogwash? (Do you
even know what your own
party’s platform asserts?) Are
you contributing to our na-
tion’s divisiveness?

In order for our democ-
racy to survive, we need an
informed electorate. We need
people who question their
own opinions. We need people
who are not swayed by swag-
ger, but by values and reason;
people who may have certain
black and white convictions,
but are fully aware that most
issues fall somewhere in the
gray between. We need people
who avoid jumping to conclu-
sions, who know there may be
more to the picture than meets
the eye, and who know there
are at least two sides to every
story. We need people who
consider the views of others,
people who cross party lines
when appropriate and people
who can spot a charlatan.

So, who is to blame for
the mess we’re in? We are!
We are the dynamite. Trump,
Gaetz and others like them are
only the fuses. Both dynamite
and fuse are impotent without
the other. We can’t control
these partisan fanatics, but we
can control ourselves. Let’s
start doing so before it’s too
late. Don’t be a blind follow-
er. Consider other viewpoints.
And think!

Rich Floyd

Ely

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790, or
email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com.

We ask that letters be
limited to 300 words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

COLUMNIST

Gondolas, grapes, and grumbles...

Two weekends ago, after
my son threatened for three
years to get me on Lut-

couldn’t see much because of
the heavy fog and drizzle that

day. I had packed us

sen’s Summit Express
Gondola for a ride up
to the top of Moose
Mountain, his wish
came true. He, his fi-
ance Ashley, myself,
and my friend “The
Horse Whisperer”,
drove down Highway

sub sandwiches as
a last-minute idea,
but forgot to buy the
meat; however, the
cheeses, veggies,
and Dorothy Lynch
(a  family-favorite

1 to the North Shore
to enjoy the fall col-
ors even though we

condiment), did
raise them to a very
SCARLET | acceptable level.
We munched on the
STONE sandwiches, chips,

and sweet, juicy grapes in the
car because the thought of plop-
ping onto a wet picnic bench
had no draw. After finally find-
ing a parking spot at Lutsen,
we waited in line for about an
hour to board, then rode up in
a steamy, water-streaked gon-
dola that made for substandard
viewing. This experience was
a bit sketchy for me with my
fear of heights, but I figured
since [ hadn’t heard any past re-
ports of the cable snapping, it’d
probably hold for my journey. I

vocalized a bit with sounds of
trepidation during the ride and
avoided looking down at times,
but it was an accomplishment
for me none the less. The things
we do for our kids!

The heavy fog probably
eased my nerves because the
awareness of height and dis-
tance were limited. I counseled
myself as I have done with my
fear of flying overseas. “Scarlet
darling, if ya won’t board the
plane, ya won’t see the castle....
your excitement will end seeing

the Duluth Kohl’s sign on the
horizon.” It works every time,
and I go forth and conquer. He-
roics aside, we got cold and wet
waiting in line to board going
both directions. Sleet was blow-
ing off the roof of the boarding
platform up on top and despite
rain jackets, our backs and
pants got very wet. [ was glad
I wasn’t the young twenty-year
old girl in a t-shirt and short-
shorts, even if she did have an

See GRUMBLES..pg. 5
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We can do great
things when we

all work together

All of us in our school
district can be exception-
ally proud of the great job
we have witnessed in our
school’s rebuilding and
refurbishing. It was a huge
task to keep our schools
updated, secure and refur-
bished. It is a really fine
example of how numer-
ous levels of government
can and did work together
to complete a school plan
that will serve us for many
years in the future. The

ELY ...Continued from page 3

of  discontent that the
Ely Board of Adjustment
would be continuing its
public hearing for the con-
ditional use permit for the
proposed RV park in the
Spaulding neighborhood
without reopening the op-
portunity for the public to
make further comments.

In other action, the
council:

» Discussed a possi-
ble public hearing regard-
ing a blighted property at
1545 E. Harvey St.

Ely Building Official,
Doug Whitney, reported
that the city received a
communication from the
owner earlier in the week,
stating she intended to
“make improvements and
then sell the property.”
Given this updated infor-
mation, the council voted
to request a schedule for
completing this work from
the owner and would re-
visit the issue at a future
meeting.

GRUMBLES...Continued from page 4

admirable set of legs.
We had fun regardless of
the weather and decided
to make yet another at-
tempt (because it’s been a
life-long goal), to stop at
Betty’s Pies further down
the shore. Hopes were
dashed, saliva glands shut
down, when long waiting
lines at Betty’s door and
a jammed parking lot sent
us skittering down the
road to Duluth.

One day I will get
there and by that time

it will probably have
switched owners and
become another rock
or  driftwood shop.

The four of us had a great
day partially because “The
Horse Whisperer” rarely
leaves Kugler Township
so we were excited to get
him to the North Shore.
At one point I exclaimed,
“Look, there’s Lake Supe-
rior with some pretty big
waves!” He replied dryly,
“I could have seen that on
Lake Vermilion.” I think
the tunnels interested him,
but it’s hard to tell with
H.W. as he leans heavily
to the reserved side and
is not prone to gleeful ex-
pression.

This past weekend
started with a trip down
to Cotton on Friday af-
ternoon to retrieve my
Viking sewing machine
from my friend’s hus-
band Mark, who used to
fix them professionally.
I hauled my deceased
mother’s portable Viking
machine to have that
tuned too, but ended up
changing my mind and
gifting it to them for their
granddaughter’s use when
she is old enough. I cer-
tainly don’t need two Vi-
king sewing machines.

It was a great visit
back in the woods once
I got off the pulverizing
washboard gravel of the
Bug Creek Road to their
property with the hand-
crafted home and assorted
outbuildings and gardens.
It’s such an idyllic peace-
ful setting. Mark also

school project took and
did receive cooperation
from numerous leaders.
So, let us take a look at
how all of this financing
came together and where
the funding came from.

1) Our taxpayers pro-
vided $10 million. And,
we must seriously say
thanks to all of us who be-
lieved in the importance
of educating our students.

2) We received a
grant of $7 million from
the IRRRB (Iron Range
Resources and Rehabili-
tation Board). We are for-
tunate to have two repre-
sentatives on the IRRRB

Letters from Readers

board, state Sen. Grant
Hauschild and Rep. Roger
Skraba.

3) There is at present a
$2 million additional grant
request from the IRRRB.

4) We received over
$1.2 million in various
covid relief funds from the
federal government.

5) We received a grant
of $245,000 from the En-
vironmental ~ Protection
Agency.

6) Our locally elect-
ed school board used $1.6
million from our capital
improvement fund.

7) We received $1.5
million from St. Louis

County. An additional
$250,000 for lead abate-
ment.

8) A special state law,
authored by Sen. Haus-
child and Rep. Skraba
saved us $360,000 by
exempting us from state
sales taxes for construc-
tion materials.

9) And, finally, we re-
ceived a grant of $495,000
for secure entryways from
the state of Minnesota.

This gives us a snap-
shot of everyone working
together to help us on our
way for our present and
future schools. Chairman
of our school district, Ray

Marsnik, said that our
school board worked dil-
igently and thoughtfully
together during the en-
tire process. Our locally
elected state senator and
representative worked to-
gether with us, our past
superintendents  worked
well, our new superinten-
dent, Anne Oelke (Super
Anne) has also been very
active in support of our
new school project. A
special thanks goes to our
city of Ely Clerk-Treasur-
er Harold Langowski for
his grant writing help on
the EPA funding.

At the end of the en-

tire school building and
refurbishment project, the
final project will come
to around $27 million.
For us, we get all of that
with a $10 million invest-
ment with our taxes. Now,
that is outstanding. And,
very importantly, all of
us can see that working
together, we definitely
can achieve great things
when they need to be
done. Congratulations to
ALL of us.

John Esse

City of Ely

» Heard the report
from Langowski that the
city was proceeding with
shutting down the utilities
at the city’s parks. The
city will endeavor to keep
the bathrooms in White-
side Park open through
the end of October for the
“Trunk-and-treat” pro-
gram at Halloween. Lan-
gowski also reported that
road patching was still in
progress around the city
and cautioned drivers to
be careful. “Watch for the
contractors and watch for
your traffic control work-
ers,” he said.

» Heard Police Chief
Chad Houde’s report that
the city’s portable radar
sign had arrived and was
currently set up in front
of the Ely School District
campus.

» Heard the report
of Fire Chief David Mar-
shall, who said the city re-
ceived an offer for its old
75-foot ladder truck from

worked as a mechanic for
St. Luke’s then advanced
after he taught himself to
become a certified elec-
trician. He also learned to
fly airplanes and has one
of his own including his
own airstrip on their prop-
erty. It’s quite fascinating!
They are highly unique
and intelligent people
who also homeschooled
all four of their daughters
with one becoming an ac-
complished Airforce pilot
flying high-level missions.

Lately, piloting my
2005 Jeep has felt like a
low-level mission with
so many dashboard lights
coming off and on for no
apparent reason. On the
way down to Cotton last
Friday, I stopped in Vir-
ginia to get an oil change.
My check engine light had
been on again and also my
air bag light had started
going off and on that day
with a “ding” alert about
every two minutes. How
annoying is that? The
technicians at the Valvo-
line store were not able to
assist, so they told me to
head over to an auto parts
store nearby because they
had a code reader that
they could use to diagnose
these issues.

The young man at
the auto store said that he
could not pull up any code
from my Jeep on his de-
vice, so he couldn’t help.
He told me to go over to
a local dealership to get
help with the “dinging”
airbag sensor light.

Well, I took his advice
and called the dealership
first and a short-tempered
woman said I would have

the city of Cook. “The of-
fer is $15,300. That seems
like a very fair offer, and
the fire department feels
good about the fact that
this piece of equipment
will continue to be put to
good use,” he said. Mar-
shall added that the ladder
truck will replace Cook’s
old aerial fire truck from
the 1960s.

> Approved the rec-
ommendation from the
Cemetery Committee
to have the city’s Public
Works Department do the
landscaping and concrete
work, including founda-
tions, sidewalks, etc. at the
Ely Municipal Cemetery.
Langowski estimated the
city would see $50,000
savings for the work at the
columbarium site.

> Approved the rec-
ommendation from the
Ely Utilities Commission
(EUC) to approve change
orders No. 9 for $1,897,
No. 10 for $11,557 and No.

11 for $3,698 for the Waste
Water Treatment Facility
(WWTF) Project; payment
of the August EUC bills in
the amount of $394,058;
payment of $1000 to Mick
Shusta for the July and Au-
gust “A Operator” services
for the drinking water and
waste water treatment
plants; payment of $2,302
to Frontier Energy for
professional services for
conversion improvements;
payment of $3,400 to Fry-
berger Law for the WWTF
project legal services to
prepare loan financing
documents; and payment
of $33,484 to AE2S for the
WWTF project.

> Approved the sec-
ond reading of Ordinance
374, second series, adding
to Ely City Code, Chapter
5, Section 5.01, Alcoholic
Beverages Licensing and
Regulation. This ordi-
nance updates Ely’s laws
to parallel state statutes on
what liquor stores can le-

gally sell.

> Approved a note
and mortgage for the resi-
dential rehab loan for Mi-
chael Dusich Jr. and Alyce
Dusich at 129 S. 16th Ave.
E. for $10,000 for a new
furnace.

> Approved a note
and mortgage for the com-
mercial rehab loan for Sur-
rey Trail, LLC., contact
Abby Dare, at 15 E. Sher-
idan St. for $17,500 for a
new heating system.

> Approved the city’s
and Ely Utilities Commis-
sion claims for Oct. 3 for
$291,782

» Approved the low
bid of $2,760,000 ($862
per square foot) for the
Trailhead Building project
from Max Gray Construc-
tion of Hibbing. The bids
were received by the city
on Sept. 14.

> Approved the resi-
dential rehab loan for Joe
and Nicole Shusta at 539
E. Chapman St. for up to

$10,000 for a new energy
efficient propane furnace,
pending proper paper-
work, fees. The council di-
rected City Attorney Kelly
Klun to work with the ap-
plicant and proceed with
loan application.

> Approved Resolu-
tion 2023-023 for making
levy assessments against
taxable properties for de-
linquent water, sewer, and
electric accounts.

» Approved a mort-
gage subordination agree-
ment for the residential
rehab loan for Jerome
Debeltz, dated Jan. 26,
2021 as Document No.
1402078. Council member
Jerome Debeltz recused
himself from the vote.

> Approved Resolu-
tion 2023-024 supporting
a grant application to the
Minn. Department of Nat-
ural Resources Grant-In-
Aid Off-Highway Vehicle
Trail Assistance Program
for Maintenance program.

to bring the vehicle in for
diagnostics first, then a re-
pair. “Another large bill,”
I concluded. Well, I just
sort of think that at this
point I’m just gonna let it
“ding.” Maybe it will burn
out or just miraculous-
ly stop. I’'m not eager to
spend $500 on a “ding”!

Back in June, I was
notified with a letter from
my bank that my house
payment had shot up $300
a month due to my house
insurance rates going up.
The loan officer at my
bank told me I should pay
the $950 escrow shortage
by the end of the month
to get it back on track. I
ended up panicking and
quickly getting cheaper
homeowner’s insurance,
but with other bills I had
to catch up on this sum-
mer, [ finally got the es-
crow shortage paid this
past Monday. I did not
get consistent information
from my bank in regard
to escrow, and that sort
of thing is annoying to
me, but I will let it go. I
try not to let these things
consume me anymore. It’s
just life stuff.

When my errands
were finished, I took some
back roads home from
Virginia as I headed north,
just to get off the beaten
path and relax. Highway
26 gave way to a left turn
onto Wiseman Road with
its brilliant colors against
the blue sky. The breeze
was shaking and shim-
mering bright gold poplar
leaves like coins on a bel-
ly dancer’s costume. Dark
tree shadows reached
across the pavement in
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front of me like long out-
stretched fingers clinging
to the far side of the road,
hesitant to let autumn fade
to winter. The dark shad-
ows were broken only by
patchy reflections of the
gold from the trees caus-
ing a striping pattern on
the dark pavement.

I drifted, for the first
time, onto the Rivers
Road where a favorite
scent of warm pine nee-
dles wafted through my
open window launching
a deep smile across my
face. “It’s a good life,” I
thought. “Ding,” went my
sensor light.

I passed a large,
fenced garden that had
been harvested. Visions
of industrious ladies in
cotton aprons came to
mind and I thought about
their sore feet, sweaty
foreheads and tired hands
from hours and days spent
preparing wonderful food
in kitchens for their fami-
lies and friends. How nice,
how extraordinarily cozy,
how generous and deli-
cious. I was one of those
ladies once I remembered.

“Ding” once again...
as if to acknowledge in
agreement. 1  finished
munching my Caribou
Coffee sandwich and ad-
mitted to myself that I
prefer the mental visions
of these things instead of
actually doing them on
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a daily basis anymore.
It would be wonderful
if Oprah Winfrey’s chef
could just move in and
whip up the culinary won-
ders for me, I thought, be-
cause I don’t care to cook
much anymore. After ar-
riving home and taking a
wee nap, I still squeezed
in what could be the last
bike ride of the season.
Off I rode on my
RAD electric-helper bike
to zoom through yet more

gold leaves and fall fo-
liage wonder. Later that
night, I took candles out
on the deck and sat in the
warm breeze looking up
at the stars and the sky. I
felt gratitude for much....
except the “ding.”

There is nothing how-
ever, that could ruin my
fun fall experiences. I
hope you had some too.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on Oct. 9

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Oct. 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 10

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Tawer-Soudan Historical Society

TSHS week 10 winner

The winner of the
Week 10 Charlemagne’s
52 Club $100 cash prize is
Kevin Norby of Tower.

History Tidbit:
The story of the Lee Mine,
an abandoned iron ore
open pit, located on the hill
north of Tower, is a mys-
tery. Miners returning to
work one morning found
all visible surface property
had disappeared during the
night, and nothing was left
but the hill itself.

TSAA Auction set
for Nov. 9; tickets

available now

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Athletic As-
sociation and Friends of
Vermilion Country School
will again be hosting their
Fall Auction Fundraiser at
the Wilderness at Fortune
Bay on Thursday, Nov. 9.

Tickets will be $30 per
person (paid in advance),
which covers the cost of
the food. Call Jodi at 218-
753-2950 to get your tick-
et, or stop by the Timberjay
office in Tower.

There will be food, ka-
raoke with LuAnn Zaudt-
ke, games, silent auction,
and live auction. This will
be the first time we’ve
been able to hold the fund-
raiser since 2019.

Right now, organizers
are looking for donations
for the silent auction, live
auction, and game priz-
es. We are also in need of
empty baskets to arrange
items in. Themed baskets,
hand-crafted items, gift
certificates, homemade
canned goods, and home-
made baked goods and
candies are popular items
for this silent auction. Cash
donations will be used to
purchase gift certificates
for the larger prizes.

Items can be dropped
off at The Timberjay in
Tower or call Jodi Sum-
mit at 218-753-2950 with
questions or to arrange
pickups.

Read It
HERE

FAMILY FUN

More truck ni

A few more photos from TS
Township’s Big Truck Night

dog. photos by J. Summit
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ght fun...

Elementary and Breitung
on Sept. 26.

Top left: Maddi Clemenson checks out the line of trucks.
Left: Amelia Koski enjoys the picnic dinner.
Above right: Millie Trancheff gets a big bite of her hot

TOWER- The Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center will host The
Sectionals at St. Mary’s Hall in
Tower on Tuesday, Oct. 17 from
6:30- 7:30 pm. The Sectionals is
a group of eight singers of vari-
ous ages and backgrounds from
around the Iron Range. While
performing together in larger en-
sembles the group was created
around the interest of concen-
trated smaller vocal performance
utilizing tight harmonies, jazz-in-
spired music, and the flexibility
of performing in a wide array of
venues across the state. They fea-
ture a piano accompaniment, per-
cussion, and electric bass. Ryan
Bajan, member of The Sectionals
and treasurer of the LVCC Board

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

The Sectionals to perform at the LVCC on Oct. 17

said, “their mission is to fill the
audience with the joy of quality
and fun vocal music by perform-
ers who love to sing.”

A freewill offering will be
accepted and refreshments will
be served following the concert.
Invite your friends for what will
be a fun evening. This will be the
second time this group has per-
formed at LVCC, and their last
concert was a crowd favorite.

This will be the tenth time
since June that St. Mary’s Hall
has been used for a musical per-
formance, art show, education-
al program, or a play. While the
building is not finished the LVCC
Board is gratified that it can be
used for such events. To learn

‘ p | >,
more about the LVCC or to con-
tribute towards the building fund

. i .
go to vermilionculturalcenter.org.

Wagoner Trails Club to

meet Oct. 10

TOWER- The Howard Wagoner
Trails Club will hold their fall
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 10
at 5:30 p.m. at the Lamppa
Civic Center. The group will
be making plans for getting
ready for the upcoming winter
cross-country ski season.
Anyone interested in helping
maintain trails in the Tower-
Soudan area is welcome to
attend.

Hike planned on Ancient
Cedar Trail on Sunday,

Oct. 8

TOWER- Two new residents
to the Tower-Soudan area have
started the Vermilion Area Activ-
ity Club. The group is for anyone
in the Vermilion area interested
in getting out and making new
friends while enjoying activities.
The primary focus of the group is
to get together and enjoy the great
outdoors through activities such
as hiking and snowshoeing. We
invite our members to create
and share their own community

&& Meet our

VERMILION

 students

Ryan, senior

COMMUNITY NEWS

activities (indoor or outdoor) as
well. People can join the group
via their Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/ver-
milionareaactivityclub.

The group is planning week-
ly outdoor activities Sunday af-
ternoons in October. The group
is planning on hiking the Ancient
Cedars Trail in Tower on Sunday,
Oct. 8 at 2 p.m. Check the face-
book page for details on where
to meet. And hikers are asked
to wear orange because grouse
hunters could be out in the area.

Little Church committee

to meet Oct. 14
VERMILION LAKE TWP-
The Little Church Committee
will meet on Saturday Oct. 14, at
10 a.m. Meetings are open to the
public and the group is always
looking for people interested in
keeping The Little Church pre-
served and maintained in othe
community. The Little Church
has a men’s group that meets
every Thursday at 9 a.m. for
coffee and conversation. All are
welcome. The Little Church is
located on Cty. Rd. 26/Wahlsten

One in a series of interviews
with Vermilion Country
School students by VCS
sophomore Elspeth O’Brien

Ryan, senior

Introduce yourself: I'm
Ryan Fenske. I’ve been a stu-
dent here since tenth grade.

What brought you
here: | was ready for a
change from my old school.

What about VCS has
been better? More flexible
classes. I really like the culi-
nary class.

Rd. Any questions, contact/leave
message with Len Hujanen at
218-749-2014.

Tower-Soudan Civic Club

to meet Oct. 18

SOUDAN- The Tower-Sou-
dan Civic Club will hold its
next meeting on Wednesday
Oct. 18 at 6 p.m. at the Breitung
Township Community Center.
The meeting will begin with a
presentation by Beth Debeltz on
her products and services in the
Harbor View Spa and Boutique
in Tower. This will be followed
by coffee an’ and a short meet-
ing. Everyone is invited to attend.
Questions call Brenda Winkelaar
at 218-290-4912.

Tacos with Cops returns

on Oct. 7

SOUDAN- The second an-
nual “Tacos with Cops” is set for
Saturday, Oct. 7 from 12 noon — 4
p.m. at the Breitung Community
Center, 33 1st Ave., Soudan. Stop
by for authentic tacos, resources,
and community dialogue. Last
year’s event sold out, so don’t be

Meet our staff

I’'m
Muriel
Deegan.
I earned
my
bach-
elor’s
degree
in social
work.
I’ve
been in
educa-
tion for
at least 30 years. I’ve worked
as a case manager for Bois
Forte and with the homeless-
ness program at Bois Forte.

Muriel Deegan

late! Donations will be accept-
ed for the meal and funds raised
will benefit the Breitung Police
Department and the wider com-
munity.

Tower-Soudan Singers

begin rehearsals

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Area Singers are
rehearsing on Mondays at
5:30 p.m. in the Tower Ele-
mentary School music room.
The singers will be preparing
for their annual Christmas
concert scheduled for Sun-
day, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. in
the Tower School gymnasi-
um. This will be the first full
concert since 2019, so the
singers are excited about
“getting back to normal.”
If you like to sing, come
join the group. They are a
welcoming bunch and fun
to be around. There is no cost to
be a member. Music is provided.

How long have you been
working here? This is my
first year (at VCS). One of the
board members asked me if |
would be interested in work-
ing at the Vermilion Country
School, I said I would be, so
they got me in contact with
Sam O’Brien (the head of
school). Previously, I worked
at Tower Soudan Elementary.

What would you tell
people about the school? We
(staff members) want to see all
our students succeed and be
successful in the community.
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Public safety open house

ELY- Over 300 people attended Ely’s annual public safety open house on
Wednesday, Sept. 27, when the Ely Fire Department opened all the garage doors on
the fire station side of City Hall. Multiple public safety agencies and organizations
were on hand, to meet and greet the public, and to raise awareness about fire safety
and public health, including the Ely Police Department, Ely Area Ambulance Service,
St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, U.S. Border Patrol, the U.S. Forest Service, the
Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital, and Smokey the Bear. The Ely FD served up
burgers, brats, popcorn, cotton candy, and cupcakes. Tables set up inside the fire house
provided games and activities for kids of all ages, including teaching CPR. The FD
also demonstrated kitchen fire safety and showed off their new platform truck.

ELY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Above: Ely Fire Chief Dave Marshall demonstrates why you should never use water to try to extinguish a grease fire on your
stove. Upper right: A fish-eye shot of Ely FD’s new 90-foot platform truck. Lower right: The Ely FD served up burgers, brats,
and other good things to eat, with the line often extending out the fire station doors down to the sidewalk. photos by C. Clark

The art of film photography

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY- When he’s not work-
ing as a journalist, you might find
Parker Loew in his kayak taking
photographs on film with a cam-
era over 40 years old. Loew is 24,
making his Mamiya RZ67 camera
almost twice as old as he is.

The Northern Lakes Arts As-
sociation hosted Loew’s first show
of his unique ethereal photographs
of islands in local lakes, which ran
from Sept. 18 through Sept. 30,
with a reception for the photogra-
pher on Sept. 29 at Ely’s Historic
State Theater.

The Timberjay asked Loew
what drew him to the art of film
photography. “I love the look,”
Loew said. “It’s more of a process.
Every shot looks different. If you
shoot a digital shot versus a film
shot, they are going to look vastly
different. And no two film shots are

going to look the same. That’s why
it’s so fascinating.”

Loew 1is from Plymouth,
Minn. and attended the University
of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He
worked as a photojournalist for the
Wyoming Dept. of Game and Fish
before moving to Ely to take a job
as a local reporter.

: "
Parker Loew

LOONYy Frozen fundraiser

ELY- Have you been won-
dering about how the “Frozen”
musical at Ely High School has
been progressing? Then come
next Thursday, Oct. 12 at 6 p.m.
to the Washington Auditorium to
a fundraiser, concert, and ques-
tion-and-answer session for the
public. There is no door charge to
attend, and as an extra bonus, the
concert portion will be provided by
Duluth’s opera company, the Lyric
Opera of the North (LOON).

LOON will be in town to per-
form the Opera for the Young’s
adaptation of “Hansel and Gretel”
at Washington Elementary School
on Friday, and offered to perform
gratis to help Ely’s production of
“Disney’s Frozen—The Broadway
Musical” raise funds.

Elementary students have been
practicing to perform with LOON
on Friday, since LOON’s educa-
tional outreach includes inviting
students to sing with them during

their performances. These students
will also be invited to sing one of
the “Hansel and Gretel” songs with
LOON’s company of professional
opera singers on Thursday evening
at the fundraiser. “Hansel and Gre-
tel” is that opera which includes
the famous lullabye that begins,
“When at night I go to sleep, four-
teen angels watch do keep.”

Though rehearsals are already
in their second week, the cast of
“Frozen” has not been officially
announced. At the fundraiser, the
public will be introduced to the
cast for the first time. The staff of
the musical will also be on hand
to answer any questions the public
might have about the production
during a question-and-answer ses-
sion.

How can the Ely community
help? Stop by on Thursday and find
out, and be entertained by great
music at the same time.

From Anne Oelke, Superintendent of ISD 696

Dear Members of the
Ely Community,

I hope this message
finds you well. I wanted to
take a moment to express
our deepest gratitude for
the incredible support our
community has shown to
our schools and the chil-
dren we serve.

Whether you are a
parent, a teacher, a busi-
ness owner, a student, or
simply a concerned cit-
izen, your contributions
have not gone unnoticed.

The past few years
have been a testament to
the strength of our com-
munity. Despite the many
challenges we have faced,
your commitment to our
schools have been nothing
short of inspiring. Here
are just a few examples of
the remarkable support we

have received:

» Volunteerism:
Countless hours have been
devoted by parents and
community members who
have volunteered at our
school and in our class-
rooms. Your dedication
to our students’ success is
invaluable. Ely Commu-
nity Resource is an out-
standing organization that
supports our students and
programs daily in and out
of school. Check out their
website at elycommuni-
tyresource.org.

»Donations: The
outpouring of financial
support, whether through
fundraisers, donations,
or grants, has allowed us
to enhance our programs,
provide resources, and
ensure that every child
has the tools they need to

succeed. Donations can be
accepted in the district of-
fice at 600 E. Harvey St.,
Ely, MN, 55731. The Ely
Educational Foundation
is an exceptional founda-
tion that accepts donations
and supports the enhance-
ments of programs at the
Ely Public Schools. Check
out the Ely Educational
Foundation on our school
website at ely.k12.mn.us/
education-foundation.

»Partnerships:  Lo-
cal businesses, organiza-
tions, and booster clubs
have forged partnerships
with our schools, offering
learning  opportunities,
sponsoring events, gen-
erous donations, and pro-
viding expertise to enrich
our students’ learning ex-
periences.

» Advocacy: Many of

you have advocated tire-
lessly for our schools at
local, state, and even na-
tional levels. Your voices
have played a pivotal role
in securing the resources
and policies necessary to
ensure our students’ suc-
cess. The taxpayer’s sup-
port for our 2020 referen-
dum assisted the district in
connecting the two school
buildings with a secure
entrance and allowed the
school to update many of
our learning spaces for
students.

On Oct. 16, we are
hosting an open house for
all community members.
The open house will be
from 4:30-6 p.m. Come
check out the new facili-
ties! The Ely administra-
tion team will be welcom-
ing community members

and a light meal will be
served. Please enter the
building using the main
entrance, door No.1.

I am committed to
ensuring that your invest-
ment in our schools yields
positive results. We are
dedicated to providing our
students with the best pos-
sible education and pre-
paring them for a bright
future. Together, we can
empower our children to
reach their full potential
and create a community
that thrives on education,
understanding, and unity.

Thank you once again
for your unwavering sup-
port. Your contributions
are the foundation upon
which our educational
system stands, and I am
deeply grateful for all that
you do.

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
October is clove. Free
spice kit with recipes
available for free until
supplies run out.

The October “Take &
Make” craft kit is candy
corn art, available for free
until supplies run out.

The Friends of the Li-
brary Bookclub will meet
on Monday, Oct. 9, from
3-4 p.m. The title for dis-
cussion will be “Lessons
in Chemistry” by Bonnie
Garmus.

The Friends of the
Library monthly board
meeting will be on Tues-
day, Oct. 10, from 1-2
p.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

The Library Scien-
tists program will meet on
Wednesday, Oct. 11, from
3-4 p.m. Participants will
learn how eclipses hap-
pen, view eclipses safely,
and will build a device
to watch the partial solar
eclipse on Oct. 14. This
activity is for grades 2-4.
Participants must pre-reg-
ister so the library can or-
der enough supplies.

The October Kahoot
trivia game will be on the
books of Jane Austen. This
activity is for teens and
adults. The Kahoot will
run from Wednesday, Oct.
18, at 3 p.m., to Tuesday,
Oct. 24, at 8 a.m. Pre-reg-
ister in advance with an

email address so the li-
brary can send the link for
the game.

The library will cele-
brate National Kangaroo
Awareness Day on Tues-
day, October 24, from 3-4
p-m. This program is for
all ages. Along with learn-
ing about kangaroos, the
event will include making
a pouch. Pre-register in
advance so the library can
order enough supplies.

On Wednesday, Oct.
25, from 2-3:30 p.m.,
award-winning photogra-
pher Craig Blacklock will
show his traditional land-
scapes from Lake Superior
as well as images from his
new photographic series,

“Light Waves,” which
takes a more abstract look
at the mirror of Lake Supe-
rior’s surface.

Preschool ~ Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St., un-
less otherwise noted.

New Resident Social
ELY- Boundary Waters
Connect will hold a new
resident social. This friend-
ly meet-and-greet event
will be on Thursday, Oct.
12, from 5-7 p.m. at the Ely
Folk School, 209 E. Sheri-
dan St. RSVP at boundary-
watersconnect.com.

Burnout

Competition

ELY- The Jake Fors-
man Memorial Car Show
and Burnout Competition
will be on Oct. 7, from
10 am.-4 p.m. on Chap-
man Street in front of City
Hall.

List your event

Do you have an up-
coming Babbitt, Ely, or
Winton event? Email
event details, location,
time, place and event cost
to C. Clark at catie.timber-
jay@gmail.com by close-
of-business on the Tuesday
the week before the event
takes place.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY - The Tues-
day Group communi-
ty educational lunch
gathering meets every
Tuesday at noon at
the Grand Ely Lodge.
Participants have an
opportunity to order
lunch. For those inter-
ested in being a host,
or who have a speak-
er suggestion, contact
Lacey Squier by email
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at
218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Oct. 10: A Trans
Training: The Basics
with Aleana (Ana)
Kruger

»Oct. 17: PolyMet
update with MCEA

»Oct. 24: TBA

»Oct. 31: Human
Trafficking 101 with
Tatiana Bergum

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=

»

deer wander the yard
feasting on what they so choose

wildlife company

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely/

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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COOK- At last Thurs-
day’s regular Cook City
Council meeting, coun-
cilors and members of
the Friends of the Parks
(FOTP) batted around
the idea of turning the ice
skating rink at the com-
munity center into a dual
purpose arena where peo-
ple could play the nation’s
hottest next sport, pickle-
ball.

Pickleball is a modi-
fied form of tennis played
on a court the size of a
double badminton court
that uses a plastic ball
and large paddles instead
of a felt-covered ball and
rackets. The sport has ex-
ploded in popularity, with
communities across the
country trying to figure
out how to accommodate
the demand. In metropoli-
tan areas, pickleball courts
have been built in vacant
high-rise office spaces and
empty mall outlets, while
closer to home Green-
wood Township’s tennis
court has virtually been
taken over by picklebal-
lers.

“We’ve been ap-
proached by a lot of peo-
ple who would like to see
a pickleball court,” said
FOTP member Jeanne
Taylor. The ice rink is a
possible option, but the
current surface isn’t con-
ducive for pickleball.

“The surface’s black-
top is cracked and you
wouldn’t be able to play
pickleball on it, and also
because it’s black tar,” she
said.

Taylor said a con-
tractor who worked on
portions of Veterans Riv-

erfront Park for FOTP
took a courtesy look at the
rink for an eyeball rough
estimate of what it might
take to remove the black-
top and put in concrete in-
stead. He guessed that the
concrete alone would cost
approximately ~ $80,000,
and adding in construction
and additional costs could
run such a project up to
around $120,000, Taylor
said.

Taylor asked the
council to give its permis-
sion for FOTP to pursue
the project. Such permis-
sion is needed because it
is city property, and also
is necessary to get formal
quotes and pursue possi-

ble grants.
Taylor noted FOTP’s
past successes as she

made her pitch, saying
the organization would be
responsible for raising the
money.

“In order for us to
even start applying for
grants we would have to
have the permission of the
city to pursue it,” she said.
“That’s what we’re asking
right now. I think Friends
of the Parks has proved
themselves that if we say
we’re going to do a proj-
ect we carry through and
we get it done. If at some
point you find some extra
little pocket of money and
you want to contribute,
that’s great. But we’re not
asking for that. We’re just
asking for you to say yes.
If the city says no, then we
don’t write grants.”

At that point the coun-
cil appeared to experience
a catch-22, wanting a bet-
ter handle on the scope
and costs of the project
from an engineering study
when FOTP hasn’t had

COOK CITY COUNCIL

Will pickelball and ice skating mix? Cook may try

Council approves six percent hike to property tax levy for 2024, still must cut budget

permission to pursue the
project. Maintenance su-
pervisor Tim Lilya said it
would be possible to get
the city’s engineer to get
involved right away if
the council gave permis-
sion to pursue the project.
But paying for the study
would be up to FOTP.
FOTP member Tammy
Palmer suggested the pos-
sibility of a 50/50 split,
but with the city already
looking at how to trim a
projected budget deficit
for next year, FOTP will
have to shoulder the cost
themselves.

Questions were
raised about the suitabil-
ity of concrete for an ice
rink surface, as well as
additional repairs and/
or modifications to the
rink to accommodate a
concrete pad. Answers to
those questions could in-
fluence the project’s total
cost, Taylor noted. Coun-
cil member Kim Brunner
asked how FOTP would
know how much grant
money to apply for.

“Without the engi-
neering we don’t know if
cement can go in there,”
she said.

After discussion had
continued back and forth a
while longer, city admin-
istrator Theresa Martinson
posed a relevant question
to the council to move the
conversation forward.

“Is the city ready for
a pickleball court or a new
rink at this point in time?”
she asked.

Council member Jody
Bixby responded.

“It doesn’t hurt to
have the information
brought to us — they’re do-
ing the legwork and they
bring it to the council,”

she said. “Why wouldn’t
we say yes to that? If it
doesn’t work, it doesn’t
work, but we don’t know
until they do the legwork.”

Bixby made a motion
to allow FOTP to move
forward, and council
member Elizabeth Storm
asked that it be amended
to specify that informa-
tion brought to the coun-
cil include an engineering
study. The motion was ap-
proved.

Taylor also brought
up another FOTP concern
that’s been a nagging is-
sue for the city, that of
having regular staffing at
the community center to
accommodate general use
and events. The challenge
has been attracting appli-
cants for the part-time po-
sition, and Martinson said
the city intends to adver-
tise the position again.

“It’s very hard to find
people to work,” Martin-
son said. “If you know of
somebody send them our
way. We’ve tried advertis-
ing, we’ve tried social me-
dia, I don’t know what else
to say. We’ve even gone to
the school and talked with
the school counselor.”

The council agreed
to set up a work group to
address the broader ques-
tion of what role the com-
munity center should play,
serving as a youth center,
an events center, or both.

A final concern of
FOTP dealt with the park-
ing lot at Veterans River-
front Park. When Cana-
dian National has plowed
the adjacent gravel lot in
wintertime, where they
pile the snow has obstruct-
ed drainage and damaged
some plantings.

“We could put some

shrubs or things in, but if
they’re just going to pile
all that snow on top of it,
it would be wasting our
money,” Taylor said.

The council con-
firmed that Lilya is plan-
ning to meet with CN of-
ficials to discuss the issue.

Meeting time

On the heels of some
controversy over the time
of city council meetings
sparked by a letter to the
editor in the Timberjay and
the subsequent creation
of multiple Facebook ac-
counts that appeared and
disappeared in a matter
of days and a Change.org
petition, Bixby asked that
the council reconsider its
10 a.m. meeting time.

“I feel we should
bring it back to the coun-
cil and acknowledge
it again,” Bixby said.
“Whether people believe
in signing a petition or a
petition is valid, the last
time someone sent me
information there was
almost 100 people that
had signed that petition
to move our meetings to
6 p.m. I don’t really care
what time the meetings
are, but I was elected by
the people in the city to
represent them, and if they
want access, whether they
come or not to the meet-
ings, we should still make
it available to them.”

Several council mem-
bers expressed concerns
that they hadn’t seen the
petition and that it wasn’t
clear that the originator
of the petition or all the
reported signees, which
were not visible on the pe-
tition, were actually city
residents.

Mayor Harold John-
ston proposed that the

question be tabled until
the council can obtain an-
swers to their questions
about the petition.

Brunner questioned
the need for a change.
“We’ve had more

people coming for the
10 o’clock meeting than
we ever had for the six
o’clock meeting,” she
said.

“I'm talking about
making it accessible for
everybody in the commu-
nity,” Bixby said. “Ten
o’clock is not making it
accessible to everybody
who works. These are tax-
paying people, that’s why
they’re working.

Martinson agreed
to work with the county
auditor to obtain a list of
the city’s taxpayers with
addresses to facilitate a
possible survey. The issue
was then tabled.

Levy increase

As is required by the
end of September, the
council voted to set the
maximum proposed prop-
erty tax levy increase for
next year at six percent.
While the rate would
generate  approximately
an additional $30,000 for
general fund operating
expenses, current projec-
tions are for a deficit of
about $8,200 for the city’s
2024.

City staff and the
council will be working
across a series of spe-
cial budget meetings to
find areas to reduce costs
and possibly bring down
the tax levy prior to the
Truth in Taxation meeting
scheduled for Dec. 21 at 6
p.m.

Angler Bill Ashcraft hauled in this
tourney-winning bass in the Pelican Lake Resort
Owners Association September tournament.

Pelican Lake resort
guests score big bass

ORR - A month-long
bass fishing contest spon-
sored by the Pelican Lake
Resort Owners Associa-
tion came to a successful
conclusion last Saturday
with 68 of the 72 anglers
recording verified catches.

The tournament was
open to guests of Associ-
ation member properties
who booked a stay of three
or more nights. Partici-
pants has the chance to
win up to $1,000 cash for
the biggest bass caught
and released, with cash
prizes for the two biggest
bass and three $100 gift
cards to local business-
es for randomly selected
participants who caught
a bass over 16 inches. All

fish had to be caught on
Pelican Lake.

The tournament was
conducted by using the
Fish Donkey app, in which
anglers record their catch-
es with two pictures, one
taken on an official mea-
suring bump board, and
a video documenting the
release.

Bill Ashcraft hauled in
the prizewinning bass on
Sept. 19 at about 6 p.m. It
measured 19.75 inches as
reported on Fish Donkey.

Evan Varno landed the
runner-up bass, and Car-
ston Erickson placed third.

The resort association
hosted a similar tourna-
ment for walleye last May.

COMMUNITY NEWS

NWFA Martin Memorial show opens

COOK- October is
the month Northwoods
Friends of the Arts cele-
brates one of its found-
ers with the Susan Mar-
tin Memorial Member
Show, beginning Friday,
Oct. 6 with a reception
from 5-7 p.m. at the gal-
lery at 210 S River St.
All members of NWFA
were invited to show and
sell their crafts and works
of art from Oct. 6 to Oct.
26. Exhibiting is free to
NWFA members but a
percentage of their sales
go to NWFA.

Participating  artists
delivered their work to the
gallery early this week,
and volunteers have been
busy setting up the show
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Susan Martin

for the public opening and
viewing.

This annual member
show is named in memory
of an inventive artist, for-
mer owner of Moosebirds
on Lake Vermilion and a
founder of Northwoods

Friends of the Arts. Mar-
tin created the ‘“Painting
Made Easy” series of
classes taught at the gal-
lery. Martin inspired oth-
ers to seek their dreams
with more confidence.
The member show is
available for viewing
during gallery open hours
on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. and on Satur-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Questions may be ad-
dressed to Alberta at 218-
666-2153 or via email a
at  nwfamn.org@gmail.
com. Information, in-
cluding upcoming classes
and events, may be found
on the NWFA website
at www.nwfamn.org.

Read us online at www.timberjay.com

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIR>NMENTAL
SERVICES

BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS

Area Solid Waste Facility
site hours

Ash River Trail Canister Site
11391 Ash River Trail
Winter Hours
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site
10150 Gamma Rd
Winter Hours
Wed: noon—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

County 77 Canister Site
2038 County Rd. 77
Winter Hours
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm

O Canister Site
4038 Hwy 53
Winter Hours
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon
Sat: 8am—noon

Portage Canister Site
6992 Crane Lake Rd.
Winter Hours
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm

Regional Landfill
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S, Beatty Rd.
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing

Sat: 8am—1pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County
Environmental Services
Department

218-749-9703

Office hours 8-4:30
Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

Book club to meet

on Oct. 10

COOK- The Cook
area book club will meet
next on Oct.10 at 1 p.m.
at the Northwoods Friends
of the Arts Gallery at 210
S River St. in Cook. The
book to be discussed will
be "Finding Me."

"Finding Me " by
Academy-Award-winning
actres Viola Davis is a
memoir of young girl from
a crumbling apartment in
Rhode Island running to
escape from her past. It
describes the path she took
in finding her purpose and
voice in the world..The
book for discussion in No-
vember will be "A Half-
Acre of Hell: A Combat

Nurse in WWII" by Avis
Schorer.

]
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+ Traditional Funerals

+ Graveside Services

+ Cremation

* Pre-Need Planning

* Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL
HOME

www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395
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Dollars for Doggies online auction starts Sunday

Event supports the WolfTrack Classic sled dog race

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Three things are
needed to hold a sled dog race:
snow,sled dog teams,and money.
Yes, money. The entry fees for
Ely’s WolfTrack Classic Sled
Dog Race don’t cover the full
cost of the event so the Chamber
of Commerce runs a fundraising
auction every year to help make
up the difference. The race runs
during the last full weekend of
February, but the auction starts
this Sunday, Oct. 8.

“Our ‘Dollars for Doggies’
online auction starts on Sunday
and wraps up on Monday, Oct.
16,” stated Ely Chamber of
Commerce executive director Eva
Sebesta. “We have a number of
items ranging from beautiful art
and crafts donated from festival

vendors to certificates for canoe
trips, sled dog adventures, and
kicksled rentals.

“The auction provides the
perfect opportunity to support
the race,” Sebesta said, “and
purchase some fantastic gifts for
friends,family,and you. We hope
folks will check out the auction
at 32auctions.com/WTC2024.”
Complete race details are avail-
able at WolfTrackClassic.com.

A history of racing

Ely is well known for sled
dog adventures and racing. The
Ely All-American Sled Dog race
ran from 1970 to the early 1990s
and was the largest sled dog race
in the lower 48 states. But when
those races were discontinued,
Ely went almost 20 years with
no sled dog events. Beginning in
2008,asmall group of determined

mushers started the WolfTrack
Classic Sled Dog Race. This
coming winter’s race weekend
is Feb. 24-25, with race day set
for Feb. 25.

Last year, the race drew
mushers fromacross the U.S.and
Canada and offered the largest
musher purse in the WolfTrack
Classic race history: $15,000.
Every musher that crossed the
finish line went home with a
check. The race has two catego-
ries: six-dogs running 30 miles
and eight-dogs covering 50 miles.
The route follows the Taconite
Trail from Ely to Bear Head State
Park. The start-finish is located
atthe softball complex on the east
end of Ely with multiple viewing
points available for spectators
along the race route.

Purchases during the Dollars for Doggies online auction go to
help cover expenses of operating the WolfTrack Classic sled
dog races, set for next Feb. 24-25 in Ely.

BILLBOARD...Continued from page 1

conflicting claims.

Greg Baty, president
of the Sturgeon River
chapter of the Minnesota
Deer Hunters Association,
said he’s been surprised at
the response. His chapter,
which encompasses much
of northern St. Louis
County, is the entity that
rented the billboard for a
month’s run and he said
plans are in the works for
two additional billboards in
the future.

Baty said he’s been
instructed not to comment
to the rush of inquiries
from statewide media and
he referred most of the
Timberjay’s questions
to Jared Mazurek, the
MDHA’s state execu-
tive director. While the
billboard aligns with the
MDHA s policy goal favor-
ing wolf management in
the state, Mazurek said it
appears to have strayed
from the organization’s
intent to hew closely to
scientific data as itengages
with the public.

“They have not been
able to provide us with
a peer-reviewed source
for where they got their

number,” said Mazurek,
noting that the billboard’s
message is not backed by
the MDHA as a statewide
organization.

In fact, the issue is on
the agenda for an MDHA
executive board meeting
set for this weekend and
Mazurek indicated the
organization may put some
additional ground rules on
chapters requiring better
vetting of future commu-
nication efforts.

While the current bill-
board is scheduled to run
out within days, Mazurek
noted that the chapter
has two more billboards
scheduled in the near future
and he said he’s hoping
that the message can be
tweaked in order to use a
more defensible claim. He
said the billboard would
also benefit from a stronger
call to action. “It doesn’t
tell readers what to do with
the information,” he said.
Mazurek said it isn’t clear
that there’s enough time to
make the changes they’d
like to see, which means
the original billboard with
its unsubstantiated claim
could soon be appearing

VENDING...Continued from page 1

There will also be HIV
self-test kits, Fentanyl test
strips, Xylazine test strips,
Rapid COVID tests, face
masks, feminine hygiene
products, pregnancy tests
strips, first aid items, plus
flashlights, snacks, and
other items.

“We are hoping to
make a positive change
in an individual’s life
and potentially save their
lives,” said Pam Hughes,
whois the Project Research
Manager for the University
of Minnesota, College of
Pharmacy.

“Our hope is to incor-
porate community-driven
public health strategies,
which offers an opportunity
to reach individuals who
aren’taccessing healthcare
services and offer them
Naloxone to reverse an
overdose and help connect
them to other services.”

Hughes said bringing
the vending machines to
the Bois Forte Reservation
was a collaborative effort
amongst the Johns Hopkins
University Center for
Indigenous Health, UMD-
College of Pharmacy, Bois
Forte Tribal Council and
the Bois Forte Community
Research Council.

“I believe that we are
the first tribal nation in
the United States to have
a public health vending

READ

the Timberjay!

—

machine,” said Hughes, a
Bois Forte band member.
“Dr. Sean Allen (Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Health), had
been involved in a similar
project and mentioned
the machines at one of

on other major highways
in the region.

While the billboard
may have created a head-
ache, of sorts, for the
MDHA, it has brought
plenty of attention and
discussion around wolf
management and the degree
to which wolves may be
playing aroleinthe lacklus-
ter deer populationrecovery
that’s been experienced in
recent years in northeastern
Minnesota. Mazurek said
the organization has seen
several major media inqui-
riesin the past several days,
including Twin Cities news
channels, the Minneapolis
Star Tribune, as well as
the Duluth News-Tribune
and WDIO. And that has
allowed the organization
to spread its message about
the importance of wolf
management.

“Every species has its
carrying capacity,” said
Mazurek, noting that the
estimated wolf population
of approximately 2,800 in
the state is well over the
DNR’s recovery goal of
1,700 animals.

The billboard has also
sparked debate over the

role that wolves actually
play in the survival of
white-tailed fawns. The
advertisement’s message
prompted a flood of inqui-
ries from members of the
public who saw or heard
about the billboard’s claim
to researchers with the
Voyageurs Wolf Project,
who have used social media
extensively to report on,
and raise money, for their
ongoing wolf research in
and around Voyageurs
National Park.

The VWP researchers
don’t dispute that wolves
eat fawns. In fact, they
cite their own data to
show that breeding adult
wolves can kill up to 30
fawns and even more in
a year. But they note that
that’s the exception and
cite data showing that the
majority of wolves are not
in breeding status and that
those wolves appear to kill
very few fawns based on
theirown research. At least
one Michigan study put the
average number of fawns
killed by a single wolf at
under six per year, which
would put the total number
of fawns taken by wolves

in Minnesota in a typical
year at under 20,000, or a
fraction of the number cited
in the billboard.
InaSept.24 op-ed pub-
lished in the Star Tribune,
Joseph Bump, director of
graduate studies in con-
servation sciences at the
University of Minnesota
and Tom Gable, a post-
doctoral researcher who
leads the Voyageurs Wolf
Project, note that in places
like northern Minnesota,
other even more numerous
predators, from black bears
to coyotes, take fawns and
potentially many more than
wolves. They’re hit by
hay mowers making their
first cut of the season. An
estimated 40,000 are hit
by vehicles, and another
25,000 are killed each year
by hunters come fall.
“Fawns die from many
causes and the causes of
mortality can compensate
for one another. Increased
mortality due to one cause
often means less mortality
from a different cause,” the
fellow researchers wrote.
“There is appealing, per-
sistent and faulty thinking
that because predators kill

fawns, fewer predators
will increase fawn surviv-
al. Research examining
fawn survival amid wolves
in Michigan, Minnesota
and Wisconsin shows that
between 45-49 percent
of fawns survive summer
months. The average sur-
vival rate of fawns in
North American forests
when examined across 30
populations in 16 states was
41 percent, with the lowest
survival rates occurring
in areas without wolves.
Even in some areas free of
predators, only 44 percent
of fawns may survive past
three months.”

In the end, Gable
acknowledges that science
really can’t determine
whether Minnesota should
have a wolf season, as
many deer hunters and live-
stock growers advocate.
“Ultimately,” he wrote
in a Facebook post last
week, “whether we should
or should not hunt wolves
is not a scientific question
but rather a question about
values.”

Since 1948
Welis
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

our SCIBAR (Support for
Creative Integrated Basic
and Applied Research)
meetings.”

Despite some fears
by the public, Dr. Allen
said there is no evidence
that offering easy access

WE WANT YOUR STORIES

We invite our readers to send in their spooky
or unexplained encounter stories to be
featured in our October 27-Halloween issue
of the Timberjay!

(We can keep your story anonywous if requested.)

Send by ewail to:
editor@timberjay.com
or drop thewm off at 414 Main St, Tower.

Stories will be edited as needed

Left: Bois Forte’s

Pam Hughes, left, and
Toni Wakemup, right,
stand by the Public
Health Vending Machine
at the Nett Lake C Store.
The machine at the

C Store and Fortune
Bay will be filled up

and ready to go for the
official deployment on
Friday, Oct. 6.
submittted

to such supplies encour-
ages drug use or leads to
increased crime. He said
that they have existed for
several decades outside of
Minnesota and the United
States and there is com-
pelling evidence that they
improve public health.
“In Clark County,
Nevada, for example, dis-
pensingthe overdoserever-
sal medication Naloxone
at vending machines was
associated with substan-
tial reductions in over-
dose fatalities,” said Allen.
“Implementing public
health vending machines

enhances access toresourc-
es that promote public
health.”

Hughes added that
this project has been in the
works for two years and
said she is very grateful
that the group can see their
vision come to life.

“As Joel A. Barker
said, ‘Vision withoutaction
is merely a dream. Action
without vision just passes
the time. Vision with action
can change the world,””
said Hughes of Barker, who
is a well-known futurist,
author and filmmaker.

Hughes will be respon-
sible for overseeing the
vending machine at Fortune
Bay, while Toni Wakemup
will oversee the vending
machine at the C Store in
Nett Lake. Both Hughes
and Wakemup will receive

a message on their phones
when a certain product is
running low.

Hughes said that
Wakemup will step in
for her and vice versa in
case one of them is not
readily available to replen-
ish products in the vending
machines.

“The notifications will
give us time to restock
before an item is out,”
said Hughes. “There is no
charge for the items and
there is no limit.” Even so,
Hughes said she wants to
remind individuals to only
take what they need and to
not deplete the products in
the vending machines.

“There are others that
will need the supplies,”
said Hughes. “We just ask
that people be mindful of
that fact.”

( ) MESABI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

21
0CT

22
0CT

7PM

Virginia, MN

2:30PM

Ely, MN

COLORFUL

TICKETS ONLINE AND AT THE DOOR
www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org

Rock Ridge High School Performing Arts Center

Washington Elementary Auditorium

www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org

Operating support is made possible in part by the voters of Minnesota through grants
from the Minnesota State Arts Board and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks
to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.
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LIONS...Continued from page 1

charter members from the
club’s formation on Sept.
28,1973 arestill alive, they
weren’t able to attend, but
the evening still featured a
special tie-intothatday, the
original sponsor of the local
club, 92-year-old Virgina
Lions Club member Dom
Elioff.

“I can see why you
have 64 members here,you
startrecruiting young here,”
Elioff said,acknowledging
the evening’s youngest
attendee, three-month-old
Sutton Stone, a comment
thatevoked hearty laughter
from the crowd.

Elioff said he wasn’t
certain they’d be able
to find the required 21
members to start the club
in a town the size of Cook,
but within two days 25
members were recruited
for the first meeting at the
old Crescent restaurant.
“I’'m so happy with what
the Cook Lions have done,”
Elioff said. “We talk about
it and talk about it. They
made me look good.”

Elioff got a huge reac-
tion with one of his subse-
quent comments.

“I think that the great-
est thing that has happened
other than getting Cook in
the Lions Club was when
it was mandated that Lions
International had to take
in ladies,” he said. “When
that hit Virginia we had 50
members or so and we lost
about half of our member-

MERGER...Continued from page 1

dance, and visual arts.

Two major changes,
just announced this week,
are poised to give NLAA
even a larger impact on the
community. The organiza-
tion is merging with two
other existing area non-
profit arts groups, the Ely
Area Concert Association
and Greenstone Arts.

“Both of these organi-
zations have been pillars
of the local arts scene,
contributing to Ely’s cul-
tural tapestry,” said Lah.
“All three organizations
share the same mission of
creating an Ely where all
people have access to the
wonder of the arts. We are
very excited to see how this
injection of new life and
energy into these projects
benefits our community.”
Lah said NLAA started
talking with Greenstone
Arts last year.

“Some of our nonprofit
leaders in Ely are getting to
the age where they don’t
want to maintain active
boards anymore,” he said.
A merger with Greenstone
builds on both groups’
missions, and as a bonus,
Greenstone was able to
transfer their endowment,
earmarked specifically for
youth visual arts program-
ming, to the umbrella of
NLAA.

The Ely Area Concert
Association, which Lah
said had been led by a
dedicated group of mostly
retirees, struggled to reor-
ganize after the pandemic
put an end to their planned
concert season in 2020.

“They really liked the
energy they were seeing
at NLAA,” said Lah, who
remembers how he looked

A large crowd turned out for this week’s 50th Anniversary celebration of the Cook Lions Club.

ship,and alot of other clubs
didlikewise. Butyouladies
have doneayeoman’sjob.”

Kajala read a list of
nearly 40 different activites
the Lions Club has done
over the years to support
the Cook community, and
other members were quick
to chime in with several he
hadn’tmentioned. A few of
the highlights were:

» Cook Lions Flag
Park

» Annual scholarships
for students at Cook and
North Woods high schools

» Annual pancake
breakfasts and fish/smelt
fries

» Training scholar-
ships for fire and ambu-
lance personnel

»Eyeglass collection
and vision screening for
children

»Donations to Cook
Hospital for medical
devices

»Operating the annual
“Million Dollar Garage
Sale” that raised over
$100,000 for donations and
scholarships

» Annual Halloween
and Easter celebrations

» Meals on wheels
and grocery delivery to the
homebound

» Financial support for
school field trips, academ-
ics, arts, and sports teams

»Buddy backpacks

Cook Mayor Harold
Johnston shared his
thoughts about the Lions’
contributions.

“I'think it goes without
saying, and it was just
mentioned all the things
the Lions do, even things I
didn’t know that you do,”

il g e
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he said. “It’s a wonderful
thing because you have
stayed true to your prin-
ciples for 50 years. I have
never heard anything bad
about the Lions, and I hope
that you will continue for
the next 50 years. Thank
you very much from the
community,thank you very
much from myself, and
good luck in the future.”

Member Ron Maki
reviewed all of the places
the club has called home
over the years and shared
a few humorous historical
anecdotes.

Kajala then took the
audience on a trip back
through time with a slide
show culled from over
640 images submitted by
members that was created
by Dede Doi. A special in
memoriam section recog-

nized club members who
have passed away, and
that portion of the show
drew scattered applause as
different faces appeared on
the screen.

Among the invited
guests were four Lions dis-
trict-level officers, includ-
ing immediate past district
governor Kathryn Smith,
first vice district gover-
nor Bob Woodke, district
governor Jessica Minske,
and past district committee
chair Bert Nelson.

Minske gave a pre-
sentation in which she
commended the club while
challenging members to
reflecton their commitment
and passion for service and
bring new members into
the fold.

“This is super excit-
ing,” she said. “You have

anamazing club for the size
of your town, honestly, it’s
amazing.”

Minske played a
video of a special message
from Lions International
President Patti Hill recog-
nizing the clubs anniversa-
ry, and later read a written
commendation from Hill
as well.

Nelson was the
featured speaker of the
evening,and he encouraged
and entertained members
with a talk about becoming
“super Lions.” A wrinkle in
his presentation that drew
a great deal of laughter
from the crowd was the
moment he unexpectedly
removed his suit jacket
and tie and unbuttoned
his shirt to reveal a purple
t-shirt emblazoned with
a Superman-style logo
featuring a large ‘L’. He
completed the transforma-
tion to Lions superhero by
donning a golden cape.

The event also includ-
ed the induction of several
new club members and the
presentation of awards.
Awards and recipients
included:

>»Lion of the Year —
Dede Doi

»President’s Award —
Colette Huisenga

» Melvin Jones
Fellowship — Jody Refsdal
and Danny Brinker

>» International
Presidents Award — Ron
Maki and Bob Ulseth.

forward to the concerts as
a child growing up in Ely.
“Now we get to take it and
grow it into the 2020s,” he
said. “We want to engage
both sides, the old Ely and
the new Ely. These are
incredible concerts and acts
that would never make it to
our area.” He said he also
expects to bring in regional
acts through connections
the NLAA has through its
various board members.

“This merger comes
at a time when the arts are
more essential than ever,
offering joy, inspiration,
and unity,” he said. “The
vision is to create a cultural
renaissance, preserving
remarkable performanc-
es while incorporating a
broader spectrum of artistic
experiences accessible
to everyone in Ely and
beyond.”

Lah said they are
hoping torestart the concert
series in 2024.

This summer’s
“Broadway inthe Boundary
Waters” went very well,
said Lah. The experiment
of bringing in a group of
professional actors to puton
a series of three shows, as
well as regular free perfor-
mances in Whiteside Park,
“broke even financially,”
which was the goal for the
first-time event.Italso grew
connections between the
actors and the community.

“It was incredible to
see the support,” Lah said.

“Next year we are
going to do a fourth show,
starting in early June,”
Lah said.

Lah attended the
Unified Professional
Theater Auditions in
Memphis, Tenn., where

Upcoming NLAA events

» Masked Singer Fundraiser
andused costume sale on Saturday,
Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. at the Vermilion
Fine Arts Theater.

Can you recognize someone
by their singing voice alone?
Local talents will grace the stage
incognito while judges attempt to
unveil their true identities through
the power of song. Audience
members get the chance to cast
votes for your favorite performance
during intermission. The $20
ticket grants you four votes, and if
you’re truly captivated, additional
votes can be purchased for just $5
each. Distribute your votes among
different performers or show extra
support for a single act. NLAA is
also hosting a costume sale featur-
ing masks worn by the performers,
available via a silent auction, as
well as surplus costumes from
NLAA’s supply.

“Our costume supply has
grown too big for our storage area,”
said Lah. “And this sale comes just
in time for Halloween.”

Afterintermission, the masked
singers will be unmasked, and the
performer who wins the hearts
of the audience and judges will
be awarded the coveted “Golden
Mask.” The best part? All pro-
ceeds from this delightful event
go towards supporting youth art
opportunities.

> “God of Carnage” by
Yasmina Reza and directed by
Ian Francis Lah will be per-
formed at the Vermilion Fine
Arts Theater on Nov. 17 and 18
at 7 p.m., and Nov. 19 at 2 p.m.
“Godof Carnage”isa Tony Award-
winning Best Play. This play is a
rollercoaster ride through the lives
of two seemingly sophisticated
couples in a chic Brooklyn neigh-
borhood. What begins as a polite
gathering to discuss a playground
incident quickly escalates into a
wild evening filled with drinks,
heated debates, and unraveling
decorum. YasminaReza’s brilliant
play exposes the fragility of our civ-
ilized facades,revealing the hidden
venality and simmering resentment
beneath. The castincludes Annette
Raleigh, Alan Raleigh, Micheal
Novak, Veronica Novak, Emily
Weise, Bob Winkelman, Vince
O’Connor,and Karin Schmidt. The
play features adult language and
is not recommended for children.

“This is a great study of par-
enting,” Lah said, “and how in the
right circumstances, people can
devolve into dark beings.”

» Broadway in the Boundary
Waters 2024 season will be
announced later this month. There
will be four shows, ten concerts,
and two camps next summer.

>» Call Of The Wild -
November Session - The Fall

of Man: A Feminist’s Guide to
Autumn.

»Monthly poetry readings
held the first Thursday of the month
at the Ely Folk School on Sheridan
St. starting on Thursday, Nov. 2,
from 5 — 6:30 p.m. The November
session features embracing the
beauty of autumn through a fem-
inist lens!

» Art Shows at the Ely State
Theater, see www.northernlake-
sarts.org or the NLAA Facebook
page https://www facebook.com/
NorthernLakesArts for the sched-
ule.

The upcoming show features
Northern Lakes Stories: An Art
Show by Lin Rose from Oct. 16-29
during the open hours at the Ely
State Theater. Lin Rose (Linnaea
Borealis Rose) is arecent graduate
of Chinese Area Studies at the
University of Minnesota-Duluth.
Over the past decade, Lin has ded-
icated themselves to honing their
artistic skills. Lin’s artistry has
graced galleries in Duluth, Cloquet,
Richmond, Va.,and Seattle, Wash.,
spanning a diverse range of styles,
from plein air creations to enchant-
ing children’s illustrations and
intricate inked freehand works. A
natural storyteller, Lin’s creations
are rich with symbolism and meta-
phors, inviting viewers to embark
on their own interpretive journey.

he found most of the actors
for the 2023 season and
rounded out the rest of
the troupe through other
national online auditions.
He plans to attend the audi-
tions in Memphis again in
February,as well asholding
local and regional auditions
for the troupe.

“We are looking
for incredible talent,

Physical Therapy Clinics in
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

MODERN PAIN RELIEF TREATMENT

Headaches ¢ Jaw Pain
Shoulder, Neck, & Back Pain
Muscular Tension
Planter Fasciitis

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free
consultation to see if physical therapy can
help you or look us up on the web

PHONE: 218-481-7603
WEBSITE: living-well-therapy.com

DRY NEEDLING

people who connect with
our mission, and those
who will enjoy experi-
encing a summer in the
Northwoods.”

Donate
NLAA has been given

up to a $10,000 matching
grant by the IRRRB. All
donations given through
Nov.30willbedoubled. As
of this week, over $7,000
had been donated (and
will be doubled). Support

the Northern Lakes Arts
Association today and
watch as your ripples of
kindness turn into waves of
transformation. See more at
https://www northernlake-
sarts.org/donate.

at the Ely Public Schools

Community members, please join us on

Monday, October 16, from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
for an Open House at the Ely Public Schools.
Come check out the new facilities!
The Ely Administration Team will be welcoming
community members and a light meal will be served.
Please enter the building using the main entrance, door #1.
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ST. LOUIS COUNTY

County joins national monarch protection agreement

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- In a win-win
Tuesday for monarch butterflies
and St. Louis County, the board
of commissioners approved an
agreement that will provide more
butterfly habitat along the coun-
ty’s roadways while protecting
future county operations should
the monarch be designated as

endangered.
The awkwardly-named
Nationwide Candidate

Conservation Agreement with
Assurances for the Monarch
Butterfly on Energy and
Transportation Lands (CCAA)
was developed in 2020 through
a collaboration between the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the
University of Illinois-Chicago
and a partnership of more than
30 energy and transportation
companies and organizations.
It’s designed to promote the use
of right-of-way for habitat for
monarch butterflies, which have
dwindled dramatically in popu-
lation in recent years.

By joining the agreement, the
St. Louis County Public Works
department will committo imple-
menting several conservation
practices for butterfly habitat
(from which other pollinators
will benefit as well) along at least
five percent of roads they main-
tain, which works out to roughly
150 miles of the approximately
3,000-mile system. In exchange,
the agreement gives the county
the right to follow through with
future plans that would otherwise
have to be halted if the monarch is
declared an endangered species.

“We absolutely have to do
this because if the monarch gets
listed (as endangered) it could
affect our ability to not only do
projects that involve disturbing
vegetation areas, but also to
do maintenance, mowing, tree
removal, things like that,” said
Public Works environmental
engineer Carol Andrews. “Those
are things we have to do for our

Will create more butterfly habitat along roadways

core responsibilities to main-
tain safe roads for the traveling
public.”

And such a listing for mon-
archs may be coming soon,
Andrews said.

“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service listing decision is expect-
ed by Sept. 30, 2024,” Andrews
said. “If they go right to endan-
gered, which is the highest, most
restrictive status, then you can’t
touch the monarch, you can’t
touch its habitat without getting
a permit, unless you’re covered
under something like this CCAA.
I’m glad they used this, because
the idea is to incentivize people
who are in a position to protect or
improve the habitat to do some-
thing sooner rather than later.”

Bysigningup forthe CCAA,
the county will be able to avoid
problems such as they encoun-
tered in 2015 when the northern
long-eared bat was listed as
threatened.

“We had a project we were
working on that got delayed, and
it cost us a lot of money for can-
cellation of contracts,” Andrews
said. “It wasn’t only about the
bat but that was a contributing
factor. All of a sudden, were told
the trees couldn’t be cut on the
project site. We didn’t know that
was coming so we couldn’t plan
ahead, and it was a scramble, to
putitlightly, for a lot of projects,
and especially for one it really
delayed. And those delays are
very costly.”

Proposed practices

The CCAA contains a list
of habitat conservation practices
that the county can choose from
to implement. Planning for the
application started in earnest in
2021, and Andrews said they’ve
narrowed down to some target
activities that fit well within the
department’s regular activities
and assessed needs. They will
have a year to develop a full

implementation plan, which
will include specific areas to be
targeted.

One option the county will
use is to adjust the times when
road right-of-ways are mowed.
The back slopes of roadway
ditches are typically mowed once
a year, Andrews said.

“By waiting until after
October when the monarchs
have migrated away is one way to
avoid disturbing them,” she said.
“To be honest, there’s plenty of
back slopes that we don’t mow
for several years. That might be
where we say, ‘Don’t mow them
this year, that’s part of our five
percent.””

Because the in-slopes closest
to the road are mowed to make
wildlife such as deer more visible
for safety reasons, that mowing
will continue as usual, Andrews
said.

Another strategy to create
more meadow-like spaces for
butterfly habitat is cutting trees
that have grown up too close to
roads.

“We used to do a lot of that,
and then with tight budgets we
gotway behind on that,” Andrews
said. “It’s just that area like 20
feet on either side, so we’re not
talking about huge forest, it’s
just trying to keep the area next
to the road cleared. It would be
like a meadow opening in the
forest with flowers that bloom all
different times of the year, and
especially milkweed.”

Trimming and cutting trees
back fromroads has other benefits
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as well, Andrews said.
Cutting trees allows more
sunlight to fall on roads,
which means in the winter
less salt is necessary to
prevent icy roads. And
removing bigger trees
provides an addition-
al level of safety for
drivers, as more drivers
are injured or killed in
accidents where a car leaves the
road and strikes an object than
in multi-car accidents, Andrews
said. And of course, cutting isn’t
done without first assessing and
minimizing the potential impact
to birds and bats, she said.

A third strategy involves
increasing successful vegetation
restoration in areas where the
habitat has been altered due to
construction projects. Native
flowers and grasses planted for
cover often succumb after a
year or two from the invasion of
noxious weeds

“One of the things I’ve been
pushing for is doing better mon-
itoring of those newly seeded
area to try to increase our rate of
success,” Andrews said. “Getting
the native seeds to establish helps
with stormwater runoff prevents
erosion, prevents downstream
flooding, and in the meantime
if you plant something that’s
flowering all year that provides
nectar for monarchs and other
butterflies.”

Andrews said a common
question she hears is why
would you try to attract but-
terflies to the side of a road.
“There are definitely butterflies
that gethit by cars,” she acknowl-
edged. “But if you quadruple the
number of monarchs by improv-
ing their habitat, sure, a little
more will get hit, but you’re still
getting a significant gain. And
if they have a good, continuous
supply of floral resources on one
side of the road, they tend to stay
on that side.”
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Being a partnerinthe CCAA
comes with a cost. The county
will pay $8,000 annually to the
University of Illinois-Chicago,
the project manager, for over-
sight and access to outreach and
education resources for habitat
preservation best practices.

“They serve as a resource
to help us find the best, most
cost-effective way to meet the
requirements,” she said.

It’s also estimated that the
county will invest about $2,000
annually in labor costs to imple-
ment the program.

The county also has the
option to change the designated
program areas from year to year,
which will mesh well with the
types of activities they re propos-
ing to do. Andrews said they’ll
be mapping proposed areas for
the initial implementation plan.

“A lot of this is some things
we’re already doing, but we need
to be intentional about it and
educate our staff,” Andrews said.

St. Louis County is only the
third county in the state to sign
on to the CCAA, along with
Kandiyohi and Polk counties. A
quick review of partners listed
on a CCAA project map appears
to indicate that Minnesota is the
only state thus far where county
governments have signed up.
The Minnesota Department of
Transportation is also a CCAA
partner, and two Minnesota
energy companies, East Central
Energy and Northern Natural Gas,
have also signed up.

Right now, about 815,000
acres of right-of-way properties
are enrolled in the program, but
the potential for increasing that
number as the listing deadline
approaches and more entities sign
on is huge, Andrews said.

“Thisisanational agreement.
Ifyouadd up the numbers, itreally
does add up, even at that five
percent along roads,” Andrews
said. “And, also, this applies to
utilities. It’s millions of acres
that could be enrolled. That’s
pretty cool.”
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FALL TROLLEY SCHEDULE

THURSDAY: 3:00 PM & 5:00 PM
SATURDAY: 1:00 PM & 3:00 PM

TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10 AM - 5 PM

October is a SPOOKTACULAR time
to visit the Minnesota Discovery
Center! Scan the QR Code below to
viaw our upcoming avents, hours,
and morel The Museum is open
Tuesday-Saturday.

10/8 - Trolley Pumpkin Day 10 AM - 4 PM | Admissions

10/13 - Trolley In The Dark 10 AM - 4 PM | Admissions
10/14 - *I'm New Here" Orientation Tour | Free

10/15 - Trolley Pumpkin Day 10 AM - 4 PM | Admissions
10/20 - Flashlight Clueseum Starting at 8 PM | Admissions

KAYAK & CANOE RENTALS
A NEW WAY TO EX?LORE MINING HISTORY
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MnDiscoveryCenter.com | 218-254-7959 | Chisholm, Mn

10/21 - Family Discovery Day: Archaeclogy 11 AM - 4 PM | Admissions
10/26 - Late Night In The Research Center 10 AM - 8 PM | Free
10/27 - Flashlight Clueseum Starting at 8 PM | Admissions

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS
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Ely Community Health Center adds new dental room

ELY- The Ely Com-
munity Health Center
unveiled a second dental
treatment room at their
open house -earlier this
month. The occasion was
the first time the Ely pub-
lic could see the center’s
new offices, located at 33
E. Chapman St., which the
staff began occupying last
year.

The facility, located in
Dr. Anderson’s old office,
has a triage room, a med-
ical treatment room, and
now two dental rooms.
The facility also features a
comfortable waiting area
and a reception and staff
work area.

“It’s because of the
generosity of this com-
munity that we have been
able to expand our dental
program,” ECHC Execu-
tive Director Helen Tome

told the Timberjay. The
center provides free basic
medical and dental ser-
vices to those who are un-
insured or underinsured.

The organization is
run completely by volun-
teers, with the exception
of the Executive Director
and dental hygienist Peg-
gy Stolley. Up until this
summer, Stolley volun-
teered her time to clean
teeth as well.

With just one dental
care provider in Ely, the
area has a pronounced
shortage of oral health
care options, which often
forces area residents to
travel extensively for den-
tal care, or to go without.

ECHC is open on
Thursday evenings for
walk-in no-cost medical
care, from 5:30-7 p.m.
The center provides basic

Members of the Ely
Community Health
Center staff and board
in the new dental
treatment room. The
center held an open
house on Sept. 6 to

let the community see
its new facility, which
it moved into a year
ago. From left-to-right,
Executive Director
Helen Tome, ECHC
Board Chair Mary
Bianco, M.D., and den-
tal hygienist Peggy
Stolley. photo by C. Clark

hardships that are prevent-
ing you from receiving
dental care.

sliding scale. Contact the
ECHC office if you are
experiencing any financial

non-emergency medical
care and referrals.
Appointments for
dental services are avail-
able Tuesday through
Thursday, from 11 a.m.-4
p.m. ECHC accepts Med-
icaid dental insurance

plans. It also offers dis-
counted rates for unin-
sured patients based on a

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Bring ideas to com-
munity input meeting
Saturday, Oct. 7

EMBARRASS - The
Embarrass Region Fair
Association will hold a
community input meeting
Saturday, Oct. 7 from 3-
5:30 p.m. at the Timber
Hall Event Center located
at 4855 Hwy 21.

The association is
seeking community and
public input on how to
utilize bonding bill mon-
ies to improve the Timber
Hall Event Center.
Anyone interested should
come prepared to share
ideas and connect with
others who have similar
ideas.

The Embarrass
pancake breakfasts
return Saturday,

Oct.7

EMBARRASS -
Support the Embarrass
Region Fair by coming to
Timber Hall for all-you-
can-eat pancakes, choice
of ham or sausage links,
fruit cup, juice, and a
bottomless cup of coffee
the first Saturday of each
month Oct. through May.
The all-you can eat pan-
cake breakfasts run from
8 - 11 a.m. The Timber
Hall Event Center is
located at 4855 Hwy 21.
Breakfast prices are $6
for adults, $3 for children
6-10 years, and kids un-
der 5 years eat FREE.

Donate blood to
give life and get

cookies

EMBARRASS —
Memorial Blood Centers
is holding a blood drive,
Saturday, Oct. 7 at the
Timber Hall Event Center
located at 4855 Hwy 21.
Appointments start at
8:30 a.m. Be sure to bring
your ID, and eat before
donating. Please do not
try to donate if you’ve
experienced cold or flu
symptoms in the 72 hours
leading up to Oct. 7.
Donors can save time by
completing a health his-
tory questionnaire online
on the day of donating
at mbc.org/iDonate. All
donors are offered a drink
or snack after donating.
For questions contact
Tana Johnson by phone at
218-269-1331 or by email
at timberhallblooddrive @
gmail.com.

Film festival at
Fortune Bay on

Saturday, Oct. 14

TOWER- Those with
an interest in independent
filmmaking will want to
check out the Indigenous
Film Night on Saturday,
Oct. 14 at Fortune Bay
Resort Casino beginning
at4 p.m.

The event will begin
with a series of five
short films. “Extraction”
features poetry and ani-

Breakfast!
Book Online:

Northwoods Splendor!

Includes Continental

vermilionparkinn.com

Close to lakes, trails, state parks, casino
218.753.2333 « 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Previously Driven Specials!

2016 Chrysler 200 Limited
54,123 miles

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

WASCHKE FAMILY Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
Pt CHEVROLET*COOK 213-666-5901 + 1-800-238-4545

126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

FOREVE
FORKIDS

1998-2023

mation by Moira Villard.
“Closed System” is a
science fiction short by
the Bawaadan Collective.
Three documentary films
will be featured, includ-
ing “Language Keepers”
by Ajuawak Kapashesit,
“Good Mythology-Jona-
than Thunder” by Sergio
Rapu, and “KaYaMenTa”
by Jules Koostachin.
Showings will break
for dinner at 5:30 p.m.,
and dinner can be pur-
chased at Fortune Bay.

Join us in celebrating our
25th Anniversary

The feature presen- Sundayﬂ October 15
tation, “A Winter Love,” 4_5:30 PM
a modern day inter-trib-
al love story written, Ely School Commons Area

directed, and produced
by accomplished Na-
vajo playwright Rhiana
Yazzie, who also plays
the female lead in the
film, begins at 6:30 p.m.

Yazzie will be present
to answer questions after
the screening.

The festival is free
and open to the public. A
donation of $3-5 is sug-
gested.

We invite you to share our joy in listening to stories
from the past and present and gear up for the future.
There is no cost; this is our gift to you.
Light meal provided by Gator’s and
Brainstorm Bakery. r

RSVP at ely.younglife.org.
younglif

RxLocal mobile app now available! Scan QR code to

download, or search RxLocal in your smartphone's app store.

The service you deserve. The neighbors you trust.

At Ely Community Pharmacy, your health is our priority. Our on-site, pharmacist-
led team is here to answer questions, help manage your medications and
provide the expert care you need—with the personal touch you deserve.

Trust Ely Community Pharmacy for:

e Over-the-counter medications
* Diabetic testing supplies
¢ Immunizations

OCTOBER SPECIALS COLD PREVENTION

- e

—e

Emergiaic]

1000
Vitamin €

C Health Mart

. =4 VitaminC
= w— 500mg - 100 Tabs

| Natures Truth

Vitamin C

With Rose Hips
1000mg - 100 Caplets

Povidone
lodine

328 West Conan Street, Ely, Minnesota 55731 | 218-365-8788
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SPORTS

FOOTBALL

Wolves bombed by Braham

Right: Senior rusher Gavin
Marshall looks for daylight as
sophomore lineman Tyler Fritz
trip to Ely sporting a 3-1 record pushes back a Braham defender.
in a competitive part of the state. photo by J. Greeney
“Braham is competing at the top of
ELY — The Bombers came to  their section,” said Ely Head Coach  touchdown and two-point conver-
take names here on Friday night,and  Louie Gerzin.“They’re goodathletes  sion. But the Bombers blew it wide
they left the Timberwolvesbloodyas  and are well-coached.” open in the second quarter as they
they romped to a 55-8 win to spoil Ely wasalsoplaying withouttwo  brought it home three more times |
homecoming at the end of the road.  of its starters, both out with injuries. before the half to take a 32-0 lead
It was always going to be a Despite that, the Timberwolves '

Ely thumped 55-8 in homecoming contest

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

tough outing for the Timberwolves  mostly kept Braham in check in the
against Braham, which made the firstquarter,limiting themtoasingle

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

Ely tops Grizzlies

VOLLEYBALL

It was a tight contest throughout §#

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ELY-TheElyTimberwolves
volleyball squad wasn’t about
to let anyone spoil their home-
coming for the first match of
the season on Memorial High
School’s new gym floor on
Tuesday, least of all the North
Woods Grizzlies. While the
Grizzlies were a stiff challenge,
the Wolves came away with a
3-0 win.

“We are very excited to
be back on our home court,”
said Ely Head Coach Megan
Wognum. “The players in our
whole program have been
incredibly patient throughout
the season so far with sharing
one net with six different teams.
We can’t wait to have more
space and time on the court.”

That enthusiasm didn’t
daunt the Grizzlies, who made
the opening set a see-saw battle
between two teams performing

at the top of their games. Ely
took anearly 3-0lead,but North
Woods came back to tie, and a
four-point run gave the visitors
a 12-8 lead. The Grizzlies kept
control until the Wolves forged a
17-17 tie, and the teams fought
through ties at 18,19, and 20
before the Wolves took a two-
point lead and went on to close
out a 26-24 win.

The second set was an
intense brawl as the score was
tied 13 times through 15-15.
A three-point flurry put the
Wolvesup 18-15,and while the
Grizzlies were able to close the
gaptoone,Ely finally prevailed
25-22.

The third set was all Ely
after the Wolves put together a
seven-point run to go up 12-5.

Full of momentum with the Top:The Grizzlies’ Lauren Burnett goes up high for a
match on the line, the Wolves smash attempt as Ely’s Lilli Rechichi and Charlotte

gave no ground, keeping the Hegman defend.

Grizzlies atbay as they built the

Above: Ely senior setter Sarah Visser keeps her eye on

See VOLLEY..pg 2B

the ball as she prepares to lay in a set at the net.

photos by J. Greeney

MILESTONES

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- Last Thursday was a
good night for the North Woods volleyball
team and senior setter Talise Goodsky,
who collected her 1,000th career set assist
in the Grizzzlies’ 3-0 win over Northeast
Range.

With Goodsky getting around 30
assists per match this season, it was a

Left: As the Nighthawks’ Chelsey
Nelmark looks on, the Grizzlies’
Talise Goodsky sets the ball for a
teammate. photo by D. Colburn

Goodsky posts 1,000th assist

foregone conclusion that she would have
a good shot at eclipsing the 1,000-assist
plateau at home Thursday, and the North
Woods student section came prepared to
celebrate, wearing wild tropical attire
and carrying several signs marking the
accomplishment.

The players were clearly pumped
up as well, putting the shackles on the
Nighthawks early on with strong serving
and good ball movement.

“We started off hot serving,” Head
Coach Kandi Olson said. “It actually
made us alittle nervous for a few minutes
because we were starting to rack up some

See GOODSKY..pg 2B

Grizzlies
rout Cass
Lake 56-14

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

CASS LAKE- The North Woods
football team was on the road last Friday
toface Cass Lake-Benainahomecoming
matchup,and the young Grizzlies showed
they could take a punch and come back
with aroar, trouncing the Panthers 56-14.

The Panthers drew first blood in the
contest, scoring on a 15-yard pass play.
The conversion attempt failed, leaving
the score at 6-0.

Onthe ensuing kickoff, the Grizzlies’
Talen Jarshaw put the Panthers on notice
that they were in for a fight by running
the ball back 70 yards for a touchdown,
and the Grizzlies went on top 8-6 when
Nick Abramson scored the two-point
conversion.

“Talen caught the ball going forward
andnever slowed down,” Grizzlies Head
CoachJoel Anderson said. “He brought it
up into the middle and made one cut and
he was gone. It was a giant boost for us.”

CL-B bounced back with another

See FOOTBALL...pg 2B
CROSS COUNTRY

Ely’s Brophy
takes fifth at
Hibbing Rotary
Invitational

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

HIBBING— Ely freshman Molly
Brophy took fifth in a field of 146 cross
country runners here last Thursday as
the Ely girls team finished sixth overall
against 19 other competitors at the
Hibbing Rotary Invitational meet.

Running at the Hibbing Municipal
Golf Course, Ely junior Caid Chittum
was Ely’s top boys finisher, taking 22nd
with a time of 18:04.3. That helped the
Timberwolves finish in ninth place in a
field of 21 teams.

Brophy, who has steadily paced
Ely’s girls team so far this season,
finished in a time of 19:54.2, about a
minute and a half off the pace of first
place finisher Mia Hoffman, of Bemidji.
She was one of only five runners in the
competition to finish the 5K course in
under 20 minutes.

Ely eighth-grader Mattie Lindsay
had another strong performance as well,
taking41stwithatime of 21:54.3. Senior
Claire Blauch was not far behind with a
time of 22:10.8.

On the boys side, junior Silas Solum
finished behind Chittum in 44th place
with a time of 18:34.3, while Brooks
Brenny and Eli Olson finished 62nd and
63rd with times of 19:02.3 and 19:03
respectively.

The Wolves were scheduled to host
their own meet this Thursday at the Ely
Golf Course. They travel to the border to
take on International Falls next Tuesday.
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Timberwolves top Northeast Range in straight sets

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BABBITT — The
Timberwolves topped the
Nighthawks here in straight sets
on Monday, but Northeast Range
Head Coach Misty Roseth said
she liked what she saw. “We’ve
improved so much since the first
game of the season with Ely,” she
said. “From blocking to serving,

hitting, and block coverage, it’s
fun to watch the difference in
our team.”

The Wolves, undefeated in
section play coming into Monday
night’s contest, was back at full
strength with senior Hannah
Penke back in the lineup and they
had little difficulty maintaining
their edge as they downed the
‘Hawks 25-13, 25-12, and 25-9.

Ely junior Lilli Rechichi

proved the power at the net,
notching 16 kills. Hannah Penke
and junior Clare Thomas added
five kills apiece for Ely, while
Penke posted 11 digs as well.
Thomas added five digs and five
ace serves. Freshman Audrey
Kallberg tallied four kills and
eight digs, while senior setter
Sarah Visser notched 23 assists,
five digs, and five aces.

For the ‘Hawks, Maizy

SWIMMING

Sundblad topped the team with
five kills along with seven
digs. Else Bee added three kills
and notched 100 percent from
the serving line, while Danica
Sundblad posted seven digs.
Peyson Roseth added five digs
and a kill.

“Weakness in this game was
adjusting to a couple line-up
changes,” noted Roseth. “But
they adjusted well.”

The Wolves visit Aurora on
Saturday to take on Mesabi East.
They’ll remain on the road next
Tuesday against Mt. Iron-Buhl.
The Nighthawks were set to host
Hill City on Thursday. They visit
Nashwauk next Tuesday to take
on the Spartans.

NER/Ely scores top five finishes in Range wide meet

ROCKRIDGE — Competing
against a bevy of larger schools,
the NER/Ely swimmers finished
fifth among six teams here on
Tuesday, with top five finishes in

three contests. Rock Ridge and
Mesabi East duked it out for the
firstand second spots respectively
in the team scoring, with Rock
Ridge topping the field with 468

points to the Giants’ 446.

For NER/Ely, Via DeBeltz
notched a fourth place finish in
a field of 16 racers in the 200
freestyle, with a time of 2:18.47.

CROSS COUNTRY

Anna Larson notched a fourth
place finish in a field of a dozen
racers in the 100 butterfly, with
a time of 1:11.3 and she took
fifth among 18 racers in the 50

freestyle with a time of 27.98.

The NER/Ely swimmers
head to Cloquet next Tuesday
and will return to action Oct. 17
to host International Falls.

North Woods” Burckhardt places second at Duluth East

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

DULUTH- North Woods’
junior Alex Burckhardt continued
his assault on the cross-country
leaderboards in the region on

Saturday with a second-place
finish in the Duluth East invi-
tational.

Running on the Lester Park
5K circuit, Burckhardt was just
two seconds shy of defeating
Ben Westholm of Duluth East,

clocking in at 18 minutes and 6.8
seconds. Burckhardt spoiled the
Greyhounds’ bid for a sweep of
the top three spots, with Duluth
East runners finishing third and
fourth.

Other Grizzlies runners

competing for the South Ridge
Panthers included seventh-grader
Khalil Spears, who recorded a
time of 19:48.7 to finish 24th,and
Lincoln Antikainen, who placed
34th with a time of 20:42.5.
North Woods eighth-grader

Zoey Burckhardt led the way for
the Panthers’ girls squad with a
tenth-place 21:44.6 effort. Junior
Addison Burckhardt ran the
course in 22:21, good enough for
14th. Tatum Barto placed 23rd
with a time of 23:41.9.

WOLVES..Continued from page 1B

to the break. “At that point,
they just kind of took over
the ballgame,” said Gerzin.

Braham just kept
putting points on the board
in the second half, as the
Ely defense, which spent
most of the game on the
field, seemed to run out of
gas. The Wolves did make
the board late in the fourth
quarter when senior Chase
Anderson plowed through

GOODSKY....Continued from page 1B

points and wondering if we
were going to get the set
assist opportunities that we
needed for the night.”

The Grizzlies cruised
through the first two sets
against the overmatched
Nighthawks, winning both
25-9.

NER made it more
competitive in the third set,
and trailed 12-6 with the
serve when River Cheney
took a set from Goodsky
and slammed it down for
the score that gave Goodsky
her 1,000th assist. The

VOLLEY ...Continued from page 1B

lead tonine and won 25-16.

“Wearealwayseagerto
play North Woods because
they are good competition,”
Wognum said. “Our girls
came out ready to play
tonight. Our serve receive
passing started a little
slow but we got better as
the game went on. We are
running a more consistent
offense which has been a

FOOTBALL...Continued from page 1B

touchdown before the end
of the first quarter to regain
the lead 14-8, the last time
they would find the end
zone all night.

Anderson said that the
Grizzlies made some defen-
sive adjustments to counter
the Panthers’ passing game,
and the strategy paid off
big time, with Mason
Rutchasky nabbing three
interceptions and Trajen
Barto snaring two, includ-
ing a 48-yard pick six in
an explosive 32-point third
quarter for North Woods.

“Trajan did a nice job
of reading it, and our guys
did a nice job of making
blocks all the way around,”
Anderson said. “Trajen
made the right cuts and used

60 yards in eight straight
carries for the touchdown
and conversion. “He’s a
strong guy and hard to
tackle,” said Gerzin, who
noted the unusual play
calling seemed to work, at
least on this occasion.
Turnovers proved
costly for Ely,as the Wolves
lost two to interceptions
and lost a fumble late in
the third quarter, but by

crowd went wild as play
was stopped to acknowl-
edge the achievement, with
Olson giving Goodsky the
ball and a plaque to mark
the occasion. The Grizzlies
topped off the celebration
by closing out the match
with a 25-16 win.

“We were so excited
at the start of the season
when Talise was popping
up matches with 30 assists
almost every night, if not
more,” Olson said. “We
knew we were going tohave
an awesome event happen-

then it was probably too
late to matter. Freshman
Alex Merriman and junior
Garrett Rohr each notched
a fumble recovery for the
Wolves.

Despite being behind,
the Wolves never got
their passing game in
gear against the Bombers.
Freshman quarterback Max
Brandriet passed for ten
yards on the game, with a

single completion to senior
Matt Bock.

Anderson led the
rushing attack with 45
yards, out of a total of 89
yards of total rushing.

Braydon Eaton and
Jayden Zemke notched
five tackles apiece while
Merriman, Kohner Baltich,
and Anderson tallied four
apiece, while Anderson
also forced a fumble.

The Wolves will head
into the tail end of the
season on Friday when they
head to Deer River. They’ll
travel to Barnum on Oct.
13 and finish up the regular
season at home against
Mille Lacs on Wednesday,
Oct. 18.

With a generally reli-
able defense, Gerzin said
the team needs to focus
and taking advantage of its

offensive chances. “When
we have a scoring oppor-
tunity, we have to be
really efficient with those.
Our defense has been our
backbone all season. We
just need to get the offense
clicking.”

ing during the season, and
we’re so glad that we were
abletodoitathome tonight
for her so all her family and
friends could be here.”

“We feel so lucky to
have Talise because she’s
such a good leader on the
floor,” Olson continued.
“She’s a silent leader in
some ways, but those who
know her know she’s any-
thing but silent. She has a
great demeanor out on the
court.”

Goodsky was quick to
give due credit to her team-

mates for her achievement.
“Everyone on the court
kept telling me ‘One more,
two more,”” Goodsky said.
“I tried to keep it out of
my head so I wouldn’t
get nervous. But I honest-
ly couldn’t have done it
without them. We need the
passes and we need the hits
forme to be able to get those
assists. They’re amazing
and such greatteammates.”
Goodsky also appreciated
the enthusiastic support
from her fellow students.
“That was great—Ilove

the students section,” she
said. “We would not have
the same energy without
them.”
Olsonalsoemphasized
how Goodsky’s milestone
was a reflection of the
vitality of the Grizzlies
volleyball program.
“Tonight was a big
night not only for Talise
but for the Grizzlies in
general,” she said. “In order
for that to happen it took the
whole team — they had to
pass,they had to set,and we
had to have hitters put the

ball down. It was awesome
for the whole program, and
obviously for our star for
the night, Talise Goodsky.”

North Woods picked
up their 12th win of the
season against only two
losses, while Northeast
Range fell to 2-13. The
Grizzlies were scheduled
to be on the road Tuesday
for atough matchup against
Ely, 13-5.All three of those
teams are slated to play
Saturday in a tournament
at Mesabi East.

good adjustment for our
hitters recently. It feels like
we are connecting more
on the floor and making
the most of every ball. We
have a few things that we
will work on the rest of
this week at practice to get
ready for the tournament
on Saturday.”

North Woods Head
Coach Kandi Olson said,

his speed and athleticism
and went from there.”

Noah Westman also
blocked a punt and forced
afumble, and Tristan Vidal
recovered a fumble as the
Grizzlies played most of the
game on the CL-B side of
the 50-yard-line.

A resurgent Grizzlies
offense put the ball in
the end zone twice in the
second quarterona 10-yard
run by Abramson and a
two-yard plunge by Kaden
Gornick, and tallied three
more TDs in the third on
short runs by Abramsom
and Gornick and a 20-yard
scamper by Jarshaw. By
the end of the game the
Grizzlies amassed 385
yards of total offense, with

READ TH]

“I thought that for the
most part, we matched up
pretty well with them. I
thought we had an equal
amount of offensive threats
as they did. If not maybe
even more. And I felt like
we matched up in all other
areas, too. So I was, it
was really nice to see that.
Ely is just very focused,
and they’re able to really

contain theirups and downs
to just minute ones. And I
have to give them a lot of
credit for just playing a
great game last night.”

Olson looked back on
the first two sets to explain
why Ely was able to control
the third.

“The large difference
was really tough to recover
from, especially when you

have two teams that play so
tightly,” she said. “When
someone has a run like
that, it’s a lot of hard work
to get back in the game in
that situation.”

Lilli Rechichi was the
go-to hitter for the Wolves,
slamming down 21 Kkills
on the night. Hanna Penke
added 11 kills to the cause.
Sarah Visser put up 37 set

assist for the match.

For the Grizzlies,
Isabel Pascuzzi led the
teaminkills with 12, Talise
Goodsky had 21 set assists,
and Tori Olson had 12 digs.

A rematch between
these teams could happen
on Saturday when they play
in a tournament at Mesabi
East.

358 of those yards coming
on the ground.

“We made nice adjust-
ments at halftime in our
blocking scheme overall,
and especially in the third
quarter our guys respond-
ed well,” Anderson said.
“We got out there and we
opened up some very, very
big holes.”

Anderson had nothing
but good things to say about
Jarshaw, who entered the
Grizzlies lineup last week
and was the team’s top
rusher against the Panthers
with 122 yardson 13 carries
with a touchdown and two
conversions, one on a pass
from Barto.

“He’s a nice counter-
part to Nick (Abramson)

(L, TIMIB.

and Kaden (Gornick),”
Anderson said. “Kaden
and Nick are very similar
runners, and Talen brings
a different aspect to our
offense. Talen’s athleti-
cism just naturally shows
through — we see it on the
basketball court, we see it
on the baseball diamond,
which is where I think his
primary focus tends to be,
but we’re happy to have
him for football and he’s
doing afantastic jobforus.”

Abramsonand Gornick
alsoturned in big games for
the Grizzlies. Abramson
scored two touchdowns
and two extra points while
rushing for 92 yards on 16
carries,and Gornick ran the
ball 13 times for 85 yards,

two touchdowns and two
conversions.

Barto threw only six
passes for the game, com-
pleting two to Jarshaw for
27 yards.

Rutchasky keyed
the defensive effort with
six solo tackles and two
assists to go along with his
three interceptions, with
Jarshaw, Vidal and Rogelio
Noyes each collecting three
solo takedowns.

The Grizzlies have
a tough draw for this
Friday’s contest against
Cherry, another road trip.
The Tigers have been a
scoring juggernaut this
season,averaging 63 points
a game in their five wins.
The Tigers haven’t been

CRJAY!

slouches ondefense, either,
holding four of their five
opponents to single digits.
“Cherryisgoingtobea
challenge,” Anderson said.
“They’re very athletic and
they’re juniors and seniors.
They have a lot of speed
and size. We’ve gotto goin
and play to the best of our
abilities and control what
we can control. They’ve
provenevery week they can
score quickly and they can
score alot. We have to limit
their possessions and make
plays when the opportuni-
ties present themselves.”
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STATE SYMBOLS

State flag and seal design ideas sought

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- If you have a vi-
sion for a new flag and seal to rep-
resent Minnesota to the world, it’s
time to consider submitting that
idea to the State Emblems Redesign
Commission.

The current state flag was de-
signed in 1957 and uses a 1983
modification of the state seal. Flag
experts give the flag low marks for
its complexity, its similarity to flags
of other states, and its bland design,
and it has been ranked in the past as
one of the nation’s ten worst state
flags.

A significant criticism over the
years has been the flag and seal’s

of Directors,
Power Board of Directors

depiction of a white settler and de-
parting Native American. Critics
have said it symbolized the inevi-
tability of white settlement and also
celebrated the forcible exile of the
Dakota people.

Since 2000, the state legislature
has considered ten different bills
for redesigning the flag. This past
spring, a bill passed establishing the
State Emblems Redesign Commis-
sion to develop and adopt new de-
signs for the official state seal and
state flag by Jan. 1, 2024.

The Commission is now accept-
ing public submissions on its web-
site at www.mnhs.org/serc.

All entries must be original and
follow the guidelines outlined on the
Commission website. Participants
must be 18 years of age or older,

the MN

fish camp on Shikag Lake,
Ontario. Besides enjoying

and those under 18 must have their
submissions entered by a parent or
legal guardian. Each eligible person
can submit up to three designs each
for the state flag and state seal.

Public submissions will be ac-
cepted online and via U.S. mail and
must be submitted or postmarked by
Monday, Oct. 30,2023 at 11:59 p.m.
Mail submissions can be sent to the
address listed on the commission
website.

Five submissions for each the
new state seal and state flag will be
selected for final consideration by
the commission. The commission
will select one design (or a modified
version) to be utilized as the basis
for each emblem.

his grandchildren in their
educational pursuits, en-

Lost hunter spends night in
woods north of Orr

and the Marshall and Nel-
lie Alworth Scholarship
Fund Board of Trustees.
Teaching himself to hunt,
Peter introduced his chil-
dren to bird and deer hunt-
ing early in their lives. He
loved to fish in Canada,
spending many summer
weekends piloting to his

\

the Minnesota great out-
doors, Peter and Colette
traveled extensively with
memorable trips to every
continent. Peter gave gen-
erously to philanthropic
endeavors that promoted
education and the better-
ment of his community.
He inspired and supported

Peter J. Johnson

Peter Jon Johnson, 87,
of Lake Vermilion-Tower,
passed away on Tuesday,
Sept. 26, 2023, at Essen-
tia-Virginia. A Funeral
Mass will be held at 11
a.m. on Friday, Oct. 6
at St. Martin’s Catholic
Church in Tower. Visita-
tion will be held at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, me-
morials are preferred and
may be sent to the Virginia
Community Foundation,
303 West Chestnut St.,
Virginia, MN 55792 or the
Peter and Colette Johnson
Family Foundation, PO
Box 1746, Breckenridge,
CO 80424. Arrangements
are with Landmark Funer-
al Home in Virginia.

Peter was a devoted
husband and father, a re-
spected local entrepreneur
and business owner, and
an avid outdoorsman. He
had a dynamic person-
ality and a keen sense of
humor. Peter was born
in Eveleth on Sept. 25,
1936, and was the oldest
of four children. He grad-
vated from Virginia High
School in 1954, followed
by four years at Michigan
Technological University.
He received a Bachelor of
Science degree in mining
engineering.

Peter married the love
of his life, Colette Kishel.
He often gleefully shared
the story about the two of
them meeting at a Trout
Lake Scout camping trip.
They had three children
and enjoyed living in Britt
for more than 30 years.

Peter joined his fa-
ther’s scramming com-
pany known as Johnson
and Moore, helping ex-
pand operations to include
excavation work and
contracting for highway
heavy construction proj-
ects. The company name
was changed to Hoover
Construction. Years of
success followed as the
mines expanded through-
out the 1970s and taconite
plants were built.

Continued  success
came with Peter’s invest-
ments in Minnesota Ex-
plosives, Mining Services,
and Michigan Limestone
Operations. As a respect-
ed expert in his field, Pe-
ter served in multiple po-
sitions on the Associated
General Contractors As-
sociation of MN includ-
ing as state president. He
was an arbitrator for con-
struction disputes over the
years.

Peter was a member
of the Young Presidents
Organization, the Queen
Citv Federal Bank Board

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Please Donate! New Mower Needed!

Let's raise enough money this fall, so in the
spring of 2024, the Cemetery Board can
purchase new mowing equipment.

Two weeks ago, we reported on the expenses
for the 2023 season. It is not like several years
ago when a five or ten dollar bill went much
farther. The Cemetery Board would appreciate
if you can contribute to what we are calling
“a special fund just for new mower equipment
in 2024."

Many thanks to all and especially some of
the large donations. It is those who give that
keep the Lakeview Cemetery grounds so nice.
If it wasn't for you all, | don't know who would
maintain our local cemetery in Tower. | will
start this fund going and donate one hundred
dollars!

‘:.-_q..!
Secretary Leonard Stefanich —R
The Tower Cemetery Assoc.
P.O. Box 874 DOMATION

Tower, MN 55790

ELY-WINTON HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The Ely-Winton Hospital Scholarship Fund offers
scholarships to students in the fields of:

1. Doctor of Medicine
2. Nursing (RN/LPN)

6. Physician’s Assistant/Paramedic
7. Occupational Therapist

3. Laboratory Technician 8. Physical Therapist

4. X-Ray Technician 9. Pharmacy

5. Medical Records Librarian 10. Other approved by the
Committee

Applicants must have attended school in Ely or Babbitt
for at least two (2) years and graduated from that
school. Applicants must be engaged in obtaining
professional, vocational, or scientific education or
training leading to a degree or certificate in one of the
above-mentioned fields.

Applications are available at the District Office,

Ely Public Schools, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731,
or you may contact Lori Westrick at (218)365-1727
or lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us. Applications are due

in the District Office by Tuesday, October 31.

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIR::NMENTAL
(l ’“. }\;I 1..' 4 ] ’/ \ ll'; (
JI A L\ W)

7 s ; iteh
BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS SI e ﬂ“rs

Northwoods Transfer Station Aurora Transfer Station
9384 Hwy 21 N. Ely/Babbitt 5910 Hwy 135N., Aurora
Winter Hours Hours

Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—3pm
Wed: 11am-5pm

Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm
Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

Embarrass Canister Site Soudan Canister Site
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
Hours Hours
Thu: 10am—5pm Mon, Wed, Sat;, Sun:
Sat: 12:30-4:30pm 8am—5pm
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Landfill
Facility 5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia Hours
Hours Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department ‘

218-749-9703
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday n
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle =5

couraging them to follow
their dreams.

Survivors include his
wife, Colette; sons, Pe-
ter “Chipper” (Marieta)
Johnson and Joel (Karen)
Johnson; daughter, Jenni-
fer (Michael) Lundin; sev-
en grandchildren, Megan
(Troy) Douglas, Benjamin
(Jenna) Johnson, Nicholas
(Masha) Johnson, Jessi-
ca (Ryan) Naimola, Jon
(Rachael) Lundin, Da-
vid (Lizzy) Lundin and
Brandon (Alexandria)

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- An Interna-
tional Falls man and his
dog spent last Friday
night lost in the woods
north of Orr after becom-
ing disoriented while
hunting.

St. Louis County
Sheriff’s deputies and the
St. Louis County Rescue
Squad responded to an
area on Leslie Road west
of Hwy. 53 at 10:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 29 after
receiving a report that
the 62-year-old man had
not returned to a cabin in

Johnson. He was a proud
great-grandfather to 17,
between the ages of 11
months and 14 years. Pe-
ter is also survived by his
brother, Stanton (Pam)
Johnson; sisters, Sharon
(Jack) Giese and Charlotte
(John) Purvis; and many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Pe-
ter “Pete” and Frances
O’Korn Johnson; and in-
laws, Clarence “Bud” and
Lillian Swedman Kishel.

the area after leaving on
foot with his dog around
5p.m.

The man and dog re-
appeared safe and sound
at 8:45 a.m. Saturday
morning, walking out
of the woods near the
Rescue Squad command
post. The man told offi-
cers he had become lost
while hunting and started
a campfire for the night
until there was enough
daylight to find his way
out of the woods. Neither
the man nor the dog
were injured during the
incident.

Jacqueline J. Weum

Jacqueline Joyce
“Jackie” Weum, 86, long-
time resident of Cook,
passed away on Thursday,
Sept. 28, 2023, at Mary-
wood in Duluth, A full
obituary will follow. A
memorial service will be
held at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Oct. 28 at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Cook.
Visitation will be held one
hour prior to the service at
the church. Arrangements
are with Mlaker Funeral
Home of Cook.

AUCTION

Real Estate & Moving Auction

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Elsie Lehtinen, Owner ¢ Joan LeFebvre, POA

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 « 10 AM
713 Maple Drive, Aurora, MN 55705

CHARMING EXTREMELY WELL-KEPT HOME IN AURORA, MN- (11:00 AM)
1,120 sq ft 3 BR home, exc. maintained, w/attached 24x22-ft, two-stall garage
w/good cement floor, front & back service entry doors. This move-in-ready
1959-built home has beautiful hardwood floors, replaced vinyl-clad windows,
steel siding, gutters/down spouts, and re-roofed in 2009. Large living/dining area,
Dining room has a wall-mount Mini Split unit for A/C and heat. 3 BR w/corner
windows. 3/4 main floor BA, low-edge, step-in shower. Appliances included.
Newer seated elec. stair lift installed on basement staircase. Poured concrete
basement with room, 3/4 BA and closet. (NOTE: NOT ingress/egress windows)
Finished family room area, large laundry/utility room, and storage room. 200-amp
elec. service and is heated by Natural Gas boiler hot water radiant heat. Approx.
80x150 ft lot, city sewer and water. Beautifully landscaped w/perennial flowers,
shrubs, rasp/blueberries. Yard also has garden shed. This immaculately main-
tained home is in a nice, like-aged area of housing in town, within 1.5 blocks from
park area on west edge of Aurora. Exceptionally clean and ready for new owners
to move in! This home will be offered at auction, at 11:00 am. Legal Description:
PID: 100-0070-00470. St. Louis Co. Terms: This home will be auctioned “AS IS”,
and sale is non-contingent. 10% of purchase price down on the day of auction,
the balance will be due in 30 days, subject to seller’s confirmation. Buyer will
assume ownership of any items that remain in the home, garage or yard as of
closing. Questions? Contact Kaija Kokesh, Broker, at 218-845-2260. Also to be
auctioned, general yard/shop/household, including a Large GE Upright Freezer,
New in 2019; and furniture.

ESTATE AUCTION

Estate of David Stern » Audrey Stern, PR

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 + 3 PM
5544 River Rd., Buyck, MN 55771

5 ACRE RECREATIONAL SITE WITH SMALL OLDER HOME- ORR MN AREA-
(3:30 PM) 5.18 acres of high land, w/ mature pine trees, frontage on River Rd.
Home is a smaller, 1940’s vintage, 2-story on full basement. 2 upstairs BR with
BA and shower, main floor kitchen, dining and living area. Basement has newer
Goodman propane forced air furnace and propane water heater. Washer and
dryer included. 6-In. drilled well. Mound system inspected in 2016 and passed,
(will have inspected by auction day) This small older home, was re-roofed
approx. 5 years ago and new windows installed. Also, new vinyl siding included,
but not installed. Property has two older garages. This home was lived in year-
round through the winter of 2022-2023. This is an ideal weekend get-away site
for camping, RVs with all high land. Close to Boundary Waters and a multitude
of outdoor recreational activity areas. This property will be sold “As Is,” and as

a non-contingent sale. Any and all remaining furniture or items in the home, in
buildings, or on property will become the buyer’s upon closing. Legal Description:
PID: 510-0011-01262. St. Louis Co. Terms: 10% of the sales price down on the
day of auction (non-refundable), the balance is due in 30 days, subject to seller’s
confirmation. To be sold as is, sale will be non-contingent. Questions? Contact
Carol Reinhardt, Broker, at 218-845-2260. Plus 2010 Ford F150 and 2004 GMC
Envoy; Boat and Sporting; Snowmobiles; Cub Cadet Garden Tractor; Yard Items;
Asst. Shop and Tools; Some household.

For complete listings see www.reinhardtauctions.com,

or call 218-845-2260.

Reinhardt Auction Service- “Work hard-Sell right!”
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WILDLIFE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

COVID studies exploring human-animal transmission

Virus reservoirs in animals may pose public health risk

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- The origins
of the COVID-19 virus remain
unclear, although the most
promising theory points to
a transfer of the virus from
a species of bat in China to
humans sometime in 2019.

Researchers determined
quickly afterward that the virus
was able to spread inter-species,
as isolated cases of positive
COVID tests in cats and dogs
began to appear. Some pets
showed COVID-like effects,

but scientists were unable to
conclude definitively at that
time if the virus was the direct
cause of the symptoms.
Scientists began to pay
particular attention to the
phenomenon of human-to-an-
imal COVID transmission as
more dogs and cats, as well as
hamsters, ferrets, mink, otters,
lions, tigers, leopards, hyenas,
white-tailed deer and even man-
atees were diagnosed with the
virus. This research continues
to the present day, with $4.5
million awarded just last week
to Penn State University to test

for COVID-19 in 58 different
species of wildlife animals.
More than 20,000 samples will
be collected from wildlife such
as chipmunks, gray squirrels,
raccoons, coyotes, moose, and
three species of deer.

Today, the concern related
to human-to-animal transmis-
sion is that wildlife could serve
asareservoir for COVID strains
tosurvive, mutate,and re-infect
humans. The risk is considered
low for now but isn’t fully
understood.

Deer studies
After federal and aca-

demic researchers discovered
infections in captive white-
tailed deer, they focused their
attention on wild deer. A pilot
blood sampling study in four
states found that 40 percent
of those samples contained
COVID antibodies, indicating
those deer had been exposed
to the virus.

The first year of an exten-
sive study of white-tailed
deer in the U.S. reported in
June by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture sampled over

See COVID..;pg. 5B

by Frank Davis

aving paddled across

Nym Lake, the trip

into the Quetico for-

mally begins with the
portage into Batchewaung. No
more than fifty yards or so on
the portage, the cares and strains
of daily life begin to slide away,
replaced by the familiar welcome
of birch, spruce, aspen, pine and
the yellowing of ferns on either
side of the trail. Itis a homecom-
ing. Kristin and I first made this
portage over forty years ago, in
our early thirties. There have been
many crossings since that firstone
left us breathless from the effort
and the beauty. Homecoming and
a new adventure joined together
by aliturgy of returning. A Great
Mystery it is.

The land is drier than I have
ever seen it , scary dry. The water
line marking the rocky shores
of Batchewaung is another sign
of just how parched the land is,
longing for autumn rain. Back
from the shore on the higher
ridges,the aspenis already turning
to spun gold. It looks more like
late September than a couple of
days before Labor Day weekend.

Soon into that first day of
paddling, we begin to notice tiny
maples growing all alone here
and there. These tiny maples
scattered about call to mind tod-
dlers just starting their lives or
grandmothers carrying the weight
of their years. Wearing their bright
scarlet, these little maples sing
“O Canada” to us. These forest
sprites spread across the northern
landscape add joy and energy
to the steady rhythm of putting
paddle to water.

Overthe course of our trip, the

WILDERNESS WANDERING

QUETICO BOUND

There is adventure after 70

Above: Frank Davis and (rt)
Kristin Foster mark their
passage in the Quetico with
portraits along the shore of
one of the lakes they visited.

submitted photos

swatches of red reveal themselves
more and more as we grow quieter,
and our senses keener in response
to a place where humans come
only as pilgrims, not permanent
residents. Kristin and I carry no
cell phone , no satellite phone
either. Can a trip be called an
adventure without some degree
of measured risk?

If we have a “wrinkle”, we
will figure it out.

What about the maples ? As
we paddle into Jessie and later
Elizabeth for a day outing we
spot more of them. It seems as if
our eyes are growing a reflexive
attraction to the blaze of red. As
this visual attunement deepens,
we begin to notice actual tree-
sized maples back from water’s
edge. There they are, the ancient
ones, shimmering rubies flashing
in a tapestry of green and gold.

The weather is unusually
calmonthistrip. We have only one
day when a persistent southwest
wind raises a bit of adrenaline.
Mostly, there are only gentle
winds that bring some pleasant
cool to the hot and sunny days.
The maples are before me, in my
mind, and gradually they open
my heart as well. As we paddle,

I wonder about the maples. I
know precious little about the
ecology of the boreal forest, but
their relative paucity suggests
to me that we are outside their
comfort zone. What is that like to
berooted outside of one’s comfort
zone? Maybe these little maples
are gnomes blown in from afar
by straight line winds from the
west or from the northeast on the
backside of powerful wintertime
low pressure. Who knows?

But here they are, living
mostly solitary lives in the midst
of great beauty. In their solitude I
wonder ifthey have cultivated the
keen vision and deep contempla-
tive spirit of the hermit who lives
with few needs and without the
prattle of Main Street. Standing

See QUETICO.pg 5B

Jimmy Laine with his giant
heirloom tomato with a colorful past.

GARDENING

Homegrown
with a story

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION— Jimmy
Laine is no stranger to music fans in
the region, but he is perhaps less known
for his accidental gardening exploits.
As anyone who gardens heirloom veg-
etables knows, the best seeds always
come with a story, and there is certainly
one behind the giant tomato that Laine
brought into the Timberjay office last
week.

It was huge, about six inches across
and weighed just shy of two pounds.
While I didn’t taste it, Laine insists
they’re delicious, and he should know
since he’s been growing them since 2016
from a few seeds he saved from a giant
tomato given to him by Annie Lind the
year before. Lind was cooking at Wolf
Bay Lodge back in 2015 and Laine had
been playing drums there on Tuesday
nights and they often traded good stuff
to eat, like Lind’s garden produce for
Laine’s home-smoked meats.

After enjoying that first tomato,
which filled out four BLT sandwiches
with tomato to spare, he asked Lind
for the story behind it. She told him it
came from a VA officer in Hibbing who
had gotten the seeds from a WWII vet
who had saved them while deployed in
Palermo, Sicily. He had been growing
the tomatoes since the war and they’ve
gotten passed around over the years and
have made an appearance in any number
of Iron Range gardens in the more than
75 years since the war.

Laine says the tomato, which he
calls his “Mafia tomato” is prolific and
that this is the first variety of tomato he’s
ever had success growing at his home
on Pike Bay.

One interesting side note is that
Laine’s father served during the waron a
destroyer that was torpedoed and nearly
sunk during the battle of Palermoin July,
1943 .His ship,which was commanded at
the time by Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Jr., the president’s son, subsequently
docked at Palermo to undergo repairs.
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WARMING CLIMATE

September proved
much warmer than
average, again

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The
North Country’s trend
of warming early fall
weather bore out once
again this year as one of
the mildest Septembers
in recent history made its
way into the record books.
While the Twin Cities seta
new all-time record for the
warmest September, most
longstanding stations inthe
North Country fell short of
an all-time mark.

Itwasthesixthwarmest
September on record at
International Falls (which
has records going back
more than a century) with
an average temperature of
59.2 degrees. Meanwhile,
Hibbing experienced its
third warmest September,
based on records that go
back to 1962, also aver-
aging 59.2 degrees for the
month. Tower reported an
average for the month of
59.1 degrees, while Ely
recorded 59.3 degrees.

Overnight low tem-
peratures, more than
daytime highs, helped con-
tribute to the exceptionally
warm September. In fact,
Hibbing experienced its
warmest overall low tem-
perature in September inits

QUETICO...Continued from page 4B —

alone, mostly tiny with
the occasional tall ancient
one,these maples whisper
how acceptance cultivates
resilience. Acceptance
and resilience, hm? Little
maples in the big woods,
no sentinel white pine,no
mighty Norway pine.

As our trip rolls on,
the miracle of the maples
continues. Kristin and I
call out to each other with
considerable enthusiasm,
“There’s one. There’s
another and another, right
over there next to that big
rock by the water.” And
S0 it goes.

The final portage
completed, we decide to
paddle back to the landing
by a different route than
the one we have always
followed in the past. This
decision proves to be a
poor one. We get turned
around and find ourselves
in a maze of islands that
doesn’t fit what our map
shows us,sohotand tired,
we sheepishly turn around
and paddle back to the
landing by the tried and
true course.

Now in the air-condi-
tioned car, we pause at the
only convenience store in
our beloved Atikokan for
the celebratory ice cold

Automatic
Livestock Waterers
and Parts

HIBBING o
£D

__262-3049 ..

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

* In-store jewelry
& watch’repair
* Cash for
Gold & Silver

» SISU JEWELRY
OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5

218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

roughly 60 years of record
keeping. International
Falls experienced the third
warmest overnight low
temperatures this past
month.

This month’s tempera-
tures ranged from four to
six degrees above average
for the month, a trend that
has become increasingly
common in recent years
as the climate warms. “It
has become like a summer
month,” said state clima-
tologist Pete Boulay. “It
didn’t used to always be
that way.”

The updated forecast
calls for a distinct cool-
down heading into the end
of the week, followed by
anotherround of above-av-
erage temperatures. Both
the 6-10 and 8-14 day
outlooks call for above
average temperatures and
below average precipi-
tation.

The 90-day outlook,
running Oct. 1-Dec. 31,
suggests above average
temperatures in northeast-
ern Minnesota with equal
chances of precipitation.
According to Boulay,
however, the return of a
strong el Nino is likely
to contribute to a milder
winter than usual.

The normal high as of

can of Coca Cola paired
with alarge bag of freshly
popped popcorn. Kristin
and I maintain the quiet
for the most part on the
drive home. We are still
filled up with the great
Silence and Mystery of
the forest, the lakes, the
almost full moon, the
soft wind and the maples
glowing red at an early
turning of the season.

Frank lives in rural
Cookwith his wife, Kristin
Foster,and their one year
old Black Lab, Ellie.
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Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Ormr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
09/25 57 55 075 09/25 59 55 057 09/25 60 56 0.36 0925 64 54 205 09/25 56 51 084
09/26 64 49 0.14 09/26 64 47 0.5 09/26 63 51 0.02 09/2%6 72 52 0.01 09/26 65 48 0.01
09/27 68 46 0.00 09/27 71 44 0.00 09/27 69 50 0.00 0927 64 43 000 09/27 70 47 0.0
09/28 65 54 0.00 09/28 64 54 0.00 09/28 65 53 0.01 0928 64 55 000 09/28 64 54 0.00
09/29 63 56 0.00 09/29 64 56 0.00 09/29 64 57 0.0 0929 63 57 000 09/29 64 57 0.0
09/30 62 57 0.00 09/30 64 58 0.00 09/30 63 57 048 09/30 70 55 0.00 09/30 64 57 0.31

10/01 na na 0.27 10/01 68 60 0.22 10/01 65 59 0.00 10/01 82 61 0.00 10/01 67 60 0.00

YTD Total 20.30 YTD Total 22,12 YTD Total 16.50 YTD Total NA YTD Total 20.47

COVID...Continued from page 4B

11,000 specimens and
detected active COVID
virus in 12.2 percent of
them. One in three had
antibodies from previous
COVID exposure. The
research showed that the
virus was transmitted
from humans to the deer,
mutated, and was poten-
tially transmitted back to
humans.

Another study con-
ducted by the University of
Missouri in collaboration
with Ohio State University
and state and tribal wildlife
agencies collected more
than 9,000 respiratory
samples from white-tailed
deerin 27 states and found
that COVID had been
transmitted from humans
to the deer 106 times,
with three instances in
which the virus was pos-
sibly transmitted back to
humans.

“Deer regularly inter-
act with humans and are
commonly found inhuman
environments — near
our homes, pets, waste-
water, and trash,” said
University of Missouri
professor Dr. Xiu-Feng
Wan. “The potential for
SARS-CoV-2, or any zoo-
notic disease, to persistand
evolve in wildlife popu-
lations can pose unique
public health risks.”

Of concern in the
most recent deer research
released by Ohio State
researchers in August was
the presence of the Alpha
COVID variant in ten
percent of the samples,
eight-to-12 months after
that variant’s dominance
in humans.

€ Boats, trailers, and gear

o Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

“We have Alpha
lineage persisting in deer
foroverayear,”’ researcher
Andrew Bowman, DVM,
PhD said in an article pub-
lished by the University
of Minnesota Center
for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy.
“That’s potentially creat-
ingareservoirof divergent
strains that could come
back into the human popu-
lation. That is the thing we
need to keep an eye on.”

Also, the rate of
evolution of the virus
leading to new variants
was approximately three
times higher in deer for
the Alpha variant, and 2.7
times higher for the Delta
variant, which was also
found in sampling.

“When the virus
jumps from one species
to another, it is exposed
to a new set of selective
pressures. These pressures
can favor the emergence of
new variants that are better
adapted to the new host,”
said Jonathon Heale, a
USDA staff biologist.

But white-tailed deer
may pose little currentrisk
of sparking a COVID out-
break in humans, as in the
second year of the USDA
study the prevalence of
COVID in white-tailed
deer dropped from 12.2
percent to 1.6 percent.
Bowman suggested the
drop could be related to
the Omicron variant that
caused the pandemic’s
largest spike in cases in
January 2022 and that
has spawned subsequent
variants driving caseloads
through the present day.

o Water from boat, bilge,

motor, and live well

Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

0 Trash unused bait

ey T
e

“We’ve seen some
early experimental work
that deer seem to be less
susceptible to Omicron lin-
eages,and the virusdoesn’t
replicate as well as older
lineages,” Bowman said.

But while the inci-
dence of COVID in white-
tailed deer has declined,
the dynamics of transmis-
sion,incubation,and muta-
tion present a cautionary

tale of the potential public HAPPY HOUR ¢ 3:30-6:30 PM
health threat reservoirs of MON, WED, THURS, FRI,
animal COVID infections SAT, SUN
originating from human - CLOSED TUESDAYS -
populations may pose in FRIDAY

the future. Foravirusmost | BURGER NIGHT « 4:30-7 PM

believe originated in wild
animals, much is still to be
learned about how animals
may aid in preserving and

propagating it back to
humans once more.
“More research is
needed to understand the
full extent of the role that
spillover events play in
the evolution of SARS-
CoV-2,” Heale said.

Cook VFW

POST 1757

1/3 LB, BURGER - %6

Take-Out 666-0500
206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIR:>NMENTAL
SERVICES

Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—3pm
Wed: 11am—5pm

BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS Slle |IIIIII'S

[ Northwoods Transfer Station Cook Transfer Station

9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 2134 8. Beatty Rd., Cook
Winter Hours Hours

Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Soudan Canister Site

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm

County 77 Canister Site 5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp Hours
Winter Hours Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 8am—5pm
- - Aurora Transfer Station
Embarrass Canister Site 5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora
7530 Kosll(.|| Rd., Embarrass Hours
ours ;.
Sat 12:30-4:30pm Mon, Thurs,_ Fri: 8am—4pm
Tha: 10am-—5pm Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
) P Sat: 8am—noon
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Landfill
Facility 5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia Hours
Hours Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm

Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
218-749-9703
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

- -

- Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

{Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

=

INITIATIVE

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG
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EMPLOYMENT

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country
School (VCS) is
seeking applicants
for the following
positions:

VERMILION
. COUNTRY ,

SCHOOL

1 FT Paraprofessional (full-time, benefits
eligible) High school diploma required.

1 Van Driver (part time - 15-19 hours per
week) Current Driver’s License Required, CDL
not required)

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org
and/or 218-248-2485

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Indigenous Support Interventionist

Ely Public Schools is looking for an Indigenous
Support Interventionist for the 2023-2024
school year. A background check is required.

Flexible Schedule + 6.5 hours/day
Starting Pay $18.00/hour —Pending
Federal Funding

Qualifications include:

> AA Degree or 2 years of college preferred
> Indigenous preference

> Preferred experience working with school
age children

> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively
and communicate effectively in a collaborative
setting

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:

>» Non-Licensed District Application

> Resume

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us

Deadline to apply: Oct 9, 2023; open until
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 29 & Oct. 6, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING NOTICE

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular
monthly town board meeting on Tuesday,
October 10, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at the town

hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 6, 2023
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body
WACESUCE Technician and an  Automotive
paiy naivin Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

\. ™
International Wolf Center

Now Hiring!
Facilities Supervisor

The Facilities Supervisor will collaborate
with all departments to provide a clean,
safe and well-maintained facility and
grounds at the Ely interpretive center.
40 hours/week +$50-55,000 salary.
Benefits eligible.

Visit
https://wolf.org/about-us/employment/
to apply. 10/13

CITY OF TOWER
Seasonal
Maintenance
Worker

$12-$15/hr + Mowing, Snow Removal, etc.
Must be able to lift 50 Ibs.

For full job description and to apply, visit
www.cityoftower.com/positions-available

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 6 & 13, 2023

" CryptoQuote

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, efc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

KSMMLWZALLM DQMDKLW. MJL
PLXXDA, PLZZB, XLTG-RSQRSHI,
YLWGLQM YTEZL KLMALLH MJL

DYYDZSHI PSZLWSLZ DG
ZEPPLW THF ASHMLW.

— QTWDX KSZJDY JSYYZ

N /

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical
Nurse (RN wage starting at $36.22/hr;
$4,000 sign-on bonus. LPN wage starting
at $22.02/hr; $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER

PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at
$36.22 hr; $4,000 sign-on bonus)

PT and Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Asst.
(Wage starting at $17.79/ NA certification)

Business Office

Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook

Environmental Services

PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) House-
keeping & Laundry Aide

Casual Laundry Aide

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist ($4,000 sign-on

bonus)
FT Ultrasound Technician
Casual Radiologic Tech
(Independent Contractor, weekend only)

FT Hospital Billing Technician

(Wage starting at $18.55 hr.)

Outpatient Services
PT Unit Clerk (Wage starting at $17.79/NAR

or EMT Certification)

The Cook Hospitalis an equal opportunity provider and employer

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources
218-666-6220
humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cock Hosprial & Care Center offers compeirtve pay and benefits
nokuang PERA retrerment, Haolth and Dental coverape, Life ang LTD.

_ KingCrossword

ACROSS

1 Sketch

5 Shock part-
ner

8 Verdi heroine

12 Ms. McEntire

13 Scale note

14 Mosque VIP

15 Shakespeare
title starter

16 Centennial
State

18 Man's youth

20 San
Francisco
gridder

21 Newt

22 Take to court

23 Give aleg up

26 Madrid muse- 5

um

30 Klutz

31 Author Tan

32 Have a bug

33 Swagger

36 Open-
mouthed

38 Mornings
(Abbr.)

39 A Gabor

40 Painting of a
scene

43 Public speak-
ers

47 16th-centu-
ry Spanish
explorer

49 Logfer, for
one

50 Scent

51 Nourished

52 Vitriol 10 Miami- — 35 Prayer ender
53 Marries County 36 "Selma"
54 Mao — -tung 11 Latin love director
55 Egg part 17 "Movin' DuVernay
—"("The 37 Fitzgerald title
DOWN Jeffersons" character
1 Colorless theme) 39 Wear down
2 Move, inreal- 19 Frequently 40 Garbage
tor lingo 22 Devious barge
3 With skill 23 Short 'do 41 Morse —
4 Cleanses 24 Galley item 42 Yankee nick-
5 Fancy neck- 25 Son-gun link name
wear 26 Comic Philips 43 Praiseful piec-
6 Fireplace fuel 27 Small battery es
7 Rightangle 28 Quick swim 44 Wheeling's
8 More ventilat- 29 Flamenco river
ed cheer 45 Bakery buy
9 One-named 31 Billboards 46 Hunt for
supermodel 34 Mists 48 Sternward

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

e I

N~

Virginia Hibbing

741-1481 263-3276
“Friends Helping Friends”

by Linda Thistle

3

Super Crossword
Answers
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7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
€ Moderate 4 € Challenging

€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

Get
Results!

Adveftise
in the

Timberjay!

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
¢ Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’'ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

PUPPIES

AKC Golden Retriever puppies
ready Oct. 4. $800 for males
and $850 for females. Located
in Tower. Text/voicemail
218-410-6373 or email
charityross79 @gmail.com.
9/29

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Mo,

y n
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150

BOAT WORKS
o

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM
¢+ LUND Baiie
S

HELP WANTED

CARPENTER NEEDED- Part-
time, paid weekly, pay rate
based on experience. Call or
text 218-290-5370. 10/6

FEER

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE . Handberg’s }
. MARINA /
4655 Moccasin Point Rd & GENERAL STORE
Lake Vermilion
.753. Boat Sales, Servi
218-753-3319 oat Sales, Service
Storage, Boat Rentals,
Sewice,Repair5lsa|es 218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Mechanic on Duty Crane Lake, MN

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

[218) 153-2930

BE TODAY

HOWELAAES

by Japheth Light

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-793-2950
Online at timherjay.com

STARTING

Super Crossword

SUBGENRES

. ACROSS 45 NYC subway 89 Month, to DOWN 39 Firearm rights 80 Open
There are 13 black hexagons in the 1 Worker org. Manuela 1 Globe org. delight
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6 5 vaeIfkare gp. 46 fS'hI'?thir;g 82 EUT afrip in ga Paulo 40 H.S.-level g; ger\]/ilkiln_s
ar ish, at times uau favors 0xa, more exam chool in
around each of them. No number can syllables 47 Stuff causing 92 De Mille of familiarly 45 Popular dog Berkshire
be repeated in any partial hexagon 11 Perform a a blowup choreography 4 Some nuts biscuits 83 Natal lead-in
dynamic 48 Conservative 95 Game-airing 5 Jason’s ship 46 Shirk 84 Bando of
shape along the border of the puzzle. crowd action moral channel 6 Horse hue 48 “— the baseball
in a stadium principles 97 Welcome 7 Perturb season ... 85 Sense no

20 Hospital bed 55 Like Ikea wind on 8 Parisian 49 Sharp taste danger

attachment assemblies, a hot bud 50Place tolive 86 Oscar winner

21 Nomadic type for short day 9 Title anew 51 Pines Minnelli

22 Turpentine, 56 Sitcom alien 99 Entry 10 One of the 52 Willing to 87 Play — (enjoy

for one 57 Sloop, e.g. at no Corlecnes participate in some tennis)

23 1983-2014 58 Sch. group charge in “The 53 Musical 91 Alternative to

pericdical for 59 Summits 102 Key just Godfather” exercise a right hook
adolescents 62 Smell above D 11 Cry from 54 Mixed greens 92 Drifting at sea

25 Reins are terrible 103 Tell untruths Homer 55 Lover of Lucy 93 Car part

parts of them 65 Splendid 104 Strike caller 12 City in 59 Fable between

26 The first task 67 Special 105 “... boy Kansas penner headlights

on the to-do times —girl?” 13 Actress 60 Town 94 Acupuncture
list 68 Span 106 Trial blasts, Wright shouter item

27 Help- rotating for short 14 Fit carmaker 61 User's 95 NFL rusher

wanteds, e.g. horizontally 109 They 15 Up il shortcut Smith

29 Musician to allow ships die hard, 16 “Cursed” 62 Relatives of 96 Savor pekoe,

Nugent through it's said director geese say
30 Musician 70 Sci-fi guru 113 Bob Fosse Craven 63 Rake parts 97 Certain fuel-
DiFranco 71 Natives of film title 17 Really 64 Those carrying ship
31 Africa’s Palermo or relevant to attack elected 98 Take a break
Sierra — Catania the starts 18 Capital of 65 Rapper — 100 Burj Khalifa
33 No-problem 73 Runs slowly of eight Austria Khalifa locale
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢ advancement 74 Peeled answersin 19 Junior naval 66 Actress 101 Super-angry
37 What a 75 Above, in this puzzle officer Meg 106 Razor brand
: e bitingly poems 117 Distributes in 24 Assist illicitty 68 Tendon 107 Skinny
‘ Easy “ Medium "‘ Difficutt sarcastic 76 Meara of shares 28 More or less 69 Croissant, 108 Toward dawn
] person has “Southie” 118 Shape-fitting 31 Keep going eg. 110 Sweetie
© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 4 Ostrich 77 Photo lab game 32 Business coll. 72 Crooner 111 Make a move
lookalike blowup: Abbr. 119 For — topic Julius 112IRS ID
] 42 Olympic 78 Ryder vehicle {not pro bono) 33 Rocker 74 Dads 114 Env. insert
—Ki ssword — swimmer 79 Alternative to 120 Young Quatro 77 *Yeah, 115 Buddhist
ng bro CryptoQuote Tom bifocals superhero of 34 Lighter — air but still ...” discipline
Answers Bittere eaezsg';;ber e 43 Royal heirs, 85 Naples loc. DC Comics 35 Imagine 78 Noun 116 Brits’
Solution time: 23 mins. ersw o often 88 Deep,asa 121 0Offthemark 36 Laze about follower, alphabet
rgg]r]fc;‘gt g’;ussey;zf\f‘/:'e%kgge 44 Veep's boss voice 122 Road curve 38 Grand Ole —  often ender
opposing miseries of 1T 2 3 J4 5 6 [7 [8 o [i0 11 12 [13 [14 [15 [16 [17 [18 [19
summer and winter.
— Carol Bishop Hipps 50 57 >
Even Exchange 23 24 %
answers
1. Charm, Chart 6. Boris, Doris o6 57 -30
2. Stork, Stock 7. Tempo, Tempt
3. Jerky, Perky 8. Insure, Injure 31 32 33 34 6
4. Robin, Rosin 9. Pasta, Paste
5. Garret, Gamet 10. Latter, Lather 37 38 (39 |40 11
L Week|y SUDOKU I 48 49 52 [53 [54
56 .58
An Swe r 59 |60 62 |63 |64 65 66
1|/7|6|5(4|3|8|9|2]| ” > ” "

71 72 73 74
9|5(3|8|6(2|7[4[1| _ .

8 2 4 1 7 9 5 6 3 79 81 82 (83 (84 85 |86
a[1]7[2[e[a[c]s]s) -G dEE ’
6/8(9|3|5|1|4|2]7| " 7 ”

99 100 101 102
2/4(5(6/8]7]3/1/9 103 -104 105 106 |107 [108 -
7 6 2 4 1 5 9 3 8 109 110 |11 112 113 114 115
419111738256 'V " 119
5(3(8|9|2(6]|1|7]4] [ N =

‘paalesal SB[y "0u] ‘©1BIIPUAG seintead Bu £2020
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THE TIMBERJAY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

(=100 1InmI=

Your Source For Roofing

e METAL ROOFING

« ARCHITECTURAL
SHINGLES

e,
L
VERMILLION
ROOFING

Serving Cook,
Tower and
Ely Areas

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Licensed ¢ Insured BC# 785662
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

YOU GALLWEHAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4935
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Kitchens That Cook!

New Cabinets for Home or Cabin!

YOUR HOME- DECOR STORE

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales

professionals about — —
urniture may no € as shown. INTEREST
CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN ANDERSON  [icH
_: 1 L [ T T :-u A:\?AITCXQY_VQY
" AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
_#d‘“'Ns g Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN * 21g741y 9356
& < Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

COOK BUILDING CENTER

PLUMBING & HEATING
SOLUTIONS. INC.

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service,
Repairs, and New.

Brandon Stone - 218-590-5294

Tekautz Mechanical

Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration
Repair & Install

Steve Tekautz

612-845-1625
P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782
(We accept credit cards)

Fall Clean-up & More!

FOREST CONCRETE
;S PRODUCTS

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

Celebrating From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
ver Virginia, using local gravel pits
S50Years! to support all your needs.

FOREST CONCRETE __
PRODUCTS 7 &

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - p/ant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 -« cell 218-341-3197

For all your —
HEATING, |l il o
PLUMBING | (S AT
and

AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros. Sat 8 AM-Noon

PLUMB'NG & HEATlNG Master Plumber
Northgate Plaza « Virginia PC644131

HOURS:
M-F 8 AM-5 PM

218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com

Window Insulation Kits |

TIP-TOP

CHIMNEY SERVICE LLC

A Renewable Energy Company

Leaf Bags _
Rakes

* Chimney Repairs

and Service
* New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances
* Stainless Steel Liners and Caps

218-290-5370

Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Bonded &
Insured Cemict

I"’-'_‘u" HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
Fule)  218-753-2230 B

M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

302 Main St., Tower, MN visa|

# Call about the 30% tax credit!

WORLD'S #1

HII]' AIR WODDBURNING FURNACE!

Ay

Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs!

Hoover Rd, Virginia
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

iy 45 grfhr emissions
99.4% comb efficiency
99% smokeless burns

833-660-1064

24 Hour
Emergency
Service
* Toll Free
1-800-862-8628

KUUMA

Smokeless Wood Fumaces
and Fantastic Sauna Stoves!

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Real Estate

- General Questions

- Buying/Selling

- Easements

- Contract for Deed

- Property Line Problems

- Road Maintenance/Assoc.
* Litigation

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

%KLUN LAW FIRM
Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 ¢ Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 » 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

POWERFUL SAVINGS WiTH ==t
GENERAC

w FREE estimates SENEALC
w Financing available ____ .
w AFFORDABLE backup power _—

w Delivery, Installation and Service
GENERAC
——

) st § seiirtinn
Certified a Specialist

Real Property Law

IR

LR ERTRY

|
\

w Family and locally owned and operated

Cl| EARBROOK JR1A2Y

| <
ELLECTRIC Alg;arzrsag(t:}t/ Automatic
SALES AND “SERVICE” = Q™ Standby Generator
Randy Wetenkamp

218.776-3995 * 218-556-5981

YOU’LL LOVE

OUR
AREA RUG
PATTERNS

REMNANTS GALORE...
and while you’re here...
Check out our
HUGE SELECTION
of carpets!

FLOOR to CEILING

SHOWROOM
floortoceiling. comlwrglnla
8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron * 218-741-6690 - HOURS 9-5 M-F




