Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

REGIONAL- “Nobody has
done this before,” Randy Kolka
told the Timberjay. Kolka is a
soil scientist with the U.S. Forest
Service and he was talking about
a unique study to calculate how
much carbon is lost when peat-
lands burn.

“I estimate that tons and
tons of carbon are lost when
peatburns,” Kolka said. “Before
now, we’ve had no good way to
determine this ... This time next
year, I’ll know how much.”

The study, a cooperative
project between Boise State
University, the Superior National
Forest, and the USFS Northern
Research Station in Grand
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GREENWOOD FIRE AFTERMATH

Study to gauge carbon losses

Researchers using LIDAR to determine the impacts of the Greenwood fire

Rapids, will measure just how
much carbon was lost from a
large peatland located within
the boundaries of the 2021
Greenwood fire, 20 miles south-
east of Babbitt.
Theresearchisonly possible,
however, because of an unusual
Minnesota initiative that started

See..STUDY pg. 10
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Right: Boise
State University
researcher

and drone

pilot Thomas
Van Der

Weide with his
drone-mounted
LIDAR
equipment.

submitted photo

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- The Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center
hosted three performances
of “These Shining Lives”
last weekend, transforming
the small stage in the front
of the former St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church to a
working theatrical space.
A cast of four women and
three men played a total
of nine characters, who
relayed the story of four

Top: The “radium girls”
finally visit a doctor not
employed by their com-
pany, and hear they all
have cancer.
Right: Catherine with her
husband Tom.
women who painted clock
and watch dials with glow- ‘
in-the-dark radium, which
turned out to cause cancer
and death in many of those
who worked with the radio-
active material. ¥
“This play is based on

See..LIVES pg. 10
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STAGES OF THE RANGE PLAYERS

LIGHTING UP A DARK HISTORY

“These Shining Lives” a story from a time when worker safety was sacrificed to profits
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The Gillson residence located at 45 E.
Boundary St. in Ely. photo by C. Clark

PUBLIC SAFETY

Domestic

rift leads to
fire, high-
speed chase

Ely man tased by officers

by CATIE CLARK

\

Ely Editor

ELY- Analleged domestic altercation
in Ely led to a fire and a police pursuit
involving a significant law enforcement
response around 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
as the Timberjay prepared to go to press.
Given the chaos surrounding the incident,
details were sketchy in the immediate
aftermath.

According to scanner trafficreviewed
by the Timberjay, a domestic incident
escalated quickly on Wednesday as one
resident of the single-family residence,
located at 45 E. Boundary Street, set the
home ablaze. County records show the
house is owned by Jason Keith Gillson.

See...INCIDENT pg. 9

MINING

Judge dismisses Twin Metals lawsuit seeking lease reinstatement

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— A federal
district judge in Washington,
D.C.hasdismissed alawsuitfiled
by Twin Metals and Franconia
Minerals that had sought to
reverse the cancellation of mineral
leases critical to the companies’
plans to build a copper-nickel
mine near Ely. The decision is

Barring reversal on appeal, ruling could be all but terminal for proposed copper-nickel mine

a major victory for several Ely
area businesses, the Campaign to
Save the Boundary Waters, and
other organizations, which had
intervened in the case on behalf of
the federal government. Barring
reversal on appeal, it could well
signal the end of the road for the
Twin Metals proposal.

In a 21-page ruling, Judge

Christopher R.Cooper found that
two of the four claims asserted by
Twin Metals and Franconia were
outside the court’s jurisdiction,
while the companies had failed
to state a proper claim on the
remaining two issues.

Twin Metals and Franconia
had argued that a series of deci-
sions made by the U.S. Interior

Department and the Bureau of
Land Management in 2021 and
2022, that had canceled mineral
leases, rejected mineral lease
applications and a mining plan
of operation the companies had
submitted were “arbitrary and
capricious.” That’s the legal
standard for reversal established
in the 1940s-era Administrative
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piragis.com

piragis.com

WE ARE HIRING IMMEDIATELY at PIRAGIS
RETAIL POSITIONS AND CUSTOMER SERVICE
STOP IN TO SEE A MANAGER OR CALL TODAY!

Retail Store Open 6 am to 9 pm Daily
You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.

boundarywaterscatalog.com

218 - 365 - 6745

Procedures Actand in subsequent
case law. While the federal gov-
ernment generally enjoys what is
known as “sovereign immunity”
from lawsuits, the APA includes
a partial waiver of that immunity
in cases where federal agencies
take actions affecting the statu-

See... LAWSUIT pg. 9
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Finnish immigration to be topic at the

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center on Tuesday

TOWER - Val Myntti will be the presenter Sept.
19 as part of the education series of the Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center in Tower. The event will be held
in St. Mary’s Hall, starting with a potluck supper at
5:30 p.m. Please bring a dish to share. The presenta-
tion begins at 6:15 p.m. and is free and open to the
public.

Val’s presentation is “A Personal Finnish Im-
migration Story”. She will discuss how the Finns
came to America with an already well-formulated
cooperative ethos that emphasized the common good
and mutual aid over narrow self interest and how that
philosophy thrived on the Iron Range.

Val was born in Duluth and lived in various Iron
Range mining towns until the sixth grade, when her
family left Minnesota. She has BS and MS degrees
from the University of Utah, as well as a law degree
from Rutgers University. Her career included the prac-
tice of law and leading an independent college prep
school in New York (nursery through grade 12).

Val and her husband, Frank Sherman, retired to
the Myntti cabin at Eagles Nest Lake 3 in 2018 and
travel part of the year.

This event is part of the ongoing education series
the LVCC has sponsored over the last 11 years. To
learn more about the LVCC visit vermilioncultural-
center.org.

Lyric Center youth theatre education to

hold auditions for "Wizard of 0z"

VIRGINIA - Lyric’s youth theatre is back after
their community hit, "Moana Jr." Area students who
are entering grades 3-12 are invited to join the winter
production of “ Wizard of Oz”. The youth version is a
condensed version of the classic MGM film featuring
Judy Garland, that includes songs such as “Over the
Rainbow”, “Follow the Yellow Brick Road” and “If I
Only Had a Brain” along with many more.

Introduction sessions will span two days, Sept. 18
and 19 (Monday and Tuesday) from 4-6 p.m. at the
Lyric’s Annex, located at 516 Chestnut Street. Attend-
ing both sessions is crucial for the casting process as
this will not be a typical audition setting. Participants
will run through theatrical skills and games, such as
script reading, basic stage presence, body movements,
projections, song and more.

Casting will be based on experience and past
participation. A non-refundable registration fee of $75
will be due at the second session as an act of com-
mitment. Everyone will have a role, nobody is turned
away. Limited scholarships are available. Rehearsals
will run Monday through Thursday evenings with
hours TBD and scheduling subject to change. Some
flexibility is welcome as we are aware that many kids
have other commitments. Please state any conflicts
prior to commitment.

Performances will be at the Eveleth Auditorium
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 10-11 at 7 p.m. and Sunday,
Nov. 12 at 2 p.m.

The production will be directed by Lyric’s Ex-
ecutive Director, Paul Gregersen with Amy Peterson
on Musical Direction and additional support from
Lindsey Bergan, Katie Feldt and Nick Nelson.

Volunteers will be needed for sets, props, cos-
tumes and more. Youth who would like to work on the
team behind the scenes are also encouraged to sign
up. The cast and crew will be busy putting together a
fantastic show for the community while learning a few
tricks of the trade.

For more information or to register your child
visit lyriccenteronline.org or call 218-741-5577. All
questions and concerns should be sent by email to
operations@]lyriccenteronline.org for the quickest
response.

Ely Music and Drama to hold 100th

anniversary celebration Sept. 16

ELY — The Ely Music and Drama club invites
everyone to Ely’s Historic State Theater on Saturday,
Sept. 16 for an afternoon of celebration and a free
movie. Anniversary festivities begin at noon with an
open house featuring refreshments, entertainment and
a historic display. From 12:45 — 1 p.m. Ely Music &
Drama will give a brief welcome and history presen-
tation. At 1 p.m. attendees will be treated to a free
showing of the musical classic, “Bye, Bye Birdie”.

The celebration marks 100 years that the Ely
Music and Drama club has proudly supported the arts
through education, scholarships and volunteer oppor-
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SOUDAN- Tower-Soudan School Spirit
Day and Breitung Township Big Truck Night
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 26. There will
be bingo and the book fair from 3:15 — 4:30
p-m. at the Tower-Soudan School. All students
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Big Truck Night will be held at the Breit-
ung Recreation Area (skating rink area) from
4 — 6 p.m. Stop by for free hot dogs plus a
large assortment of “big trucks” for children

to explore and play on.

A bus will be bringing families from the
Tower School to the Breitung Park at 4:30
p-m. and will return to Tower at 5:45 p.m.

Last year's Big Truck Night put smiles
on Emma and Theo's faces. This year's
event surely will not disappoint. File

photo

FAMILY FUN

Big Truck Night in Soudan on Tuesday, Sept. 26

GILBERT-  Arrow-
head Transit, Minneso-
ta’s Largest Rural Public
Transportation  Provider,
is actively working to ad-
dress the challenges faced
by callers during peak
times, particularly on
Monday mornings.

During Monday
mornings, Arrowhead
Transit experiences a

surge in calls from patrons
seeking to schedule rides
for the entire week. This
increased demand some-
times leads to extended
wait times, with calls that
typically take five minutes
now stretching to 10-15
minutes. In cases where
high call volumes persist,
wait times may reach up
to 30 minutes. To mitigate
these delays, Arrowhead
Transit suggests consid-
ering same-day reserva-
tions as an alternative to
scheduling trips a week in
advance. Same-day reser-
vations involve calling in
to set up a ride for the cur-
rent day. Dispatch Super-
visor Todd Montgomery
recommends placing such

PUBLIC TRANSIT
Arrowhead Transit dispatch supervisor addresses call
volume challenges and introduces new solutions

Arrowhead Transit dispatch supervisor Todd
Montgomery suggests considering same-day
reservations instead of calling Monday to

schedule for the week.

calls at least an hour in
advance, or possibly two
hours for areas with high-
er demand.

“It’s important to note
that reservations are pro-
cessed on a first-come,
first-served basis,” Mont-
gomery advises. “Provid-
ing ample time ensures we
can accommodate your
preferred time slot, and if
those seats are filled, we’ll
do our best to get you as
close as possible.”

When placing a call to

dispatch, patrons are en-
couraged to provide their
complete address, includ-
ing the city, to facilitate an
efficient booking process.
This information is crucial
for accurately assigning
the appropriate bus. Ad-
ditionally, specifying the
destination is vital, espe-
cially for routes covering
multiple cities or regions.

While the dispatch
team is diligently work-
ing to improve wait times,
Montgomery  acknowl-

edges that callers may
experience varying wait
times based on call vol-
ume. “Wait times can
range from five minutes
for the first caller to up to
30 minutes during peak
periods,”Montgomery
notes.

“We understand the
frustration, and we’re
actively working on solu-
tions.”

To expedite the res-
ervation process, Arrow-
head Transit is actively
seeking additional dis-
patchers to expand their
team. This recruitment ef-
fort aims to open an over-
flow desk, which will help
alleviate wait times and
enhance overall service
efficiency.

For those interested
in joining the Arrowhead
Transit team as a dispatch-
er, please visit arrow-
headtransit.com/careers.

For additional infor-
mation or route schedul-
ing, please contact 1-800-
862-0175.

LSS seeks

REGIONAL - Luther-
an Social Service of Min-
nesota (LSS) is seeking
volunteers for its Foster
Grandparent program, in
partnership with Ameri-
Corps Seniors, a national
service agency, to offer
guidance and encourage-
ment to children and youth
in the community.

Foster ~ Grandparent
volunteers are older adults
who offer one-to-one
mentoring and tutoring in
the classroom and other
settings to children and
youth. Their presence and
reassurance can help chil-
dren and youth improve
self-esteem, social and
emotional  development
and literacy and math
skills.

“So many children
just need a little atten-
tion and understanding to
make a positive difference
in their day. When I vol-
unteer, I know that I have
made a difference in their
lives,” shared Roberta
Klekotka, a Foster Grand-
parent.

In a survey this year,

New Fall Hours: Monday- Saturday 8:30-5; Sunday 9-4
(218) 753-4190 « 6143 Pike Bay Dr, Tower * E-mail: aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

FOSTER RELATIONSHIPS
Foster Grandparent volunteers

LSS learned that over
90 percent of volunteers
either agree or strongly
agree that their volunteer
experience at LSS has
changed their life in a
positive way. Almost 85
percent say that they feel
more socially connected
because of their service as
a volunteer. More than 76
percent say that they feel
healthier because of their
service as an LSS volun-
teer.

“The program is a
win/win for me and the
children. I feel like I am
making a difference in
their lives in so many
ways. They have also
made a difference in my
life with their smiles,
hugs, honesty and joy in

learning new things. Be-
ing a Foster Grandparent
volunteer has given me so
much joy and a new pur-
pose in this phase of my
life,” Klekotka said.
Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota is cur-
rently seeking volunteers,
age 55 and older, who can
commit to volunteering at
least 10 hours per week.
The service offers vol-
unteers a tax-free hourly
stipend,  transportation/
mileage reimbursement,
orientation and ongoing
training, and no prior ex-
perience is necessary.
Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota con-
ducts background checks
to ensure safety. The state-
wide organization serves

Scenic &Rivers

HEALTH SERVICES

all Minnesotans and wel-
comes volunteers from
various cultures, back-
grounds and traditions to
inquire. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a Fos-
ter Grandparent, call 888-
205-3770 or visit lssmn.
org/fgvolunteer.

Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota also
welcomes other nonprofits
to become partner sites to
support youth in a variety
of settings including pub-
lic and private schools,
Head Start locations, shel-
ters, and daycare centers.
To become a partner, visit
Issmn.org/fgpartner or call
888-205-3770.

MEDICAL - DENTAL - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

€) 1-877-541-2817
WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG
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GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Patch of i mvaswe lapanese Knotweed found on Everett Bay Rd.

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP-
There is a new “neighbor” liv-
ing near the Everett Point public
boat landing, and it is an unwel-
come guest. A large patch of
Japanese Knotweed, an invasive
species, was discovered by Su-
pervisor Barb Lofquist, who was
working as boat inspector, look-
ing for aquatic invasive species
at the boat landing, earlier this
summer. She used a plant iden-
tification app on her phone to
identify it, and quickly realized
it was invasive. The patch is lo-
cated on private property as well
as in the power line easement.

The patch is about 30 feet
long, and 10 feet high, she re-
ported, and it looks like bam-
boo. It is only the third identified
patch of Japanese Knotweed
that has been found north of Du-
luth.

“This plant kills everything
around it,” she said. “It can grow
through walls, foundations, and

Japanese knotweed is a shrub-like, semi-woody perennial
with bamboo-like stems, and broad, oval-shaped leaves.

sidewalks.”

This type of knotweed
spreads easily and can grow
from pieces of stem as short as
half an inch as well as rhizomes
that are left on the ground, and
by seed. The plant can grow a
foot and a half in a single week.
An Asian member of the buck-
wheat family, it originated from
lava fields in Japan and can

grow straight through rocks.
Lofquist contacted state and
county officials, who confirmed
the identification, and told her
that professionals would be
hired to remove the plant, set-
ting a timeline for 2024. After
speaking with County Commis-
sioner Paul McDonald, Lofquist
said the removal would be done
this year, and the county has

hired Prairie Restorations out of
Duluth for the job.

“Cutting this plant is not ad-
vised while it is actively grow-
ing,” Lofquist said. “My biggest
concern would be someone cut-
ting or mowing it, then trans-
porting the cuttings elsewhere.”

Professional removal in-
volves using chemical treat-
ments prior to frost.

Recreation board

Two members of the Green-
wood Community Recreation
Board spoke during public com-
ment, asking for cooperation
from the board with their work
to maintain the recreation areas
at the town hall. Jarri Ankrum
talked about the regular main-
tenance that their volunteers do,
including spring cleanup and
fall/winter prep work, weekly
garbage removal, cleaning the
pavilion, watering trees, and
more.

The group is at a standstill
with the town board over access
to the storage shed, where recre-
ational materials like bocce ball
sets are stored.

“Please work with the peo-
ple of Greenwood to make a
safe place to play,” she said.

Jet Galonski noted that peo-
ple renting the pavilion are not
informed there are bocce and
other games available in the
locked shed.

“You guys need to take care
of all that stuff,” he said, “unless
you let us do it.”

Lofquist asked the board to
purchase a lockbox, so the keys
could be more readily accessed
by approved users, as well as
installing an outdoor security
camera on the shed to monitor
for vandalism, but her motion
died for lack of a second.

Supervisor Sue Drobac told
Ankrum they would get her a
key to the shed.

Supervisor Rick Stoehr said
there had been three incidents of
vandalism on town hall ground
this past year, including break-
ing the basketball hoop, dam-
age done to some contractors’
equipment that was parked in

See GREENWOOD.pg. 5

Fans should

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- Avid North
Woods Grizzlies football fans
who didn’t make the two-hour
trip to Kelliher on Friday for
the game are just the sort of fans
online scammers are trolling for.

As the COVID-19 pandem-
ic exerted its grip on the country
and drove restrictions on atten-
dance at high school sporting
events, hundreds of schools
turned to the internet to bring
games to their fans stranded
at home. Some schools turned
to streaming their events on
YouTube, while others like the
schools in the St. Louis Coun-
ty school district turned to sub-
scription-based services like the
National Federation of High
Schools Network.

Fans have become accus-
tomed to looking for streaming
broadcasts online, and scam-
mers are all too eager to give
them bogus options. A search of
YouTube for livestreams of Fri-
day’s North Woods game turned
up more than 30 links proclaim-
ing that they were streaming the
game, when in fact no video

be wary of game day streaming scammers

Patricia - Follow

It's Gameday & &

()

@ BWATCH LIVE 3

Morth Woods vs. KelliherfNorthome - Minnesota High School Foothall
Morth Woods grizzlies [1-0] vs. [1-0] Kelliher/Morthome Mustangs

https:ffis.gd/BrorBY ?live=North% 20Woods3%20vs i 20Kel liherfiMorthome
The Kelliher/Northome {Morthome, MM) varsity football team has a home
conference game vs. North Woods {Cook, MN) today @& 7p.

GAMEDAY.CLICK-SCORE.COM
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
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Scammers are posting fake links on area school Facebook
pages and then asking for credit card information.

stream was available at all.

YouTube thumbnail images
for the links feature professional
looking graphics and often use
the logos of reputable sports
organizations like the National
Federation of High Schools or
MaxPreps to appear legitimate,
and the YouTube channels are
often given official-sounding
names.

To further ensnare a team’s
fans, many scammers will post
their links to a school’s so-
cial media page. One such link
was posted to the North Woods
Grizzlies Facebook page by
“Patricia” for something called
Gameday.click-score.com. A
similar but different link was
also posted to the Kelliher Pub-

lic School page.

After clicking such a link,
a viewer is told the live stream
is only available to registered
users and redirects to a “secure”
sign-up page for unlimited ac-
cess for $1. Providing an email
and password gets you through
to the sign-up page where they
collect your credit card informa-
tion, and have a fine-print notice
that after a five-day trial period
the subscription will be billed at
$29.99 monthly.

And, of course, once you’ve
completed the sign-up process,
you don’t get to watch the game
because there’s no live stream
set up, but the scammers now
have your email address, pass-
word (people commonly use the

same password across multiple
sites) and your credit card infor-
mation. And they’re set to auto-
matically bilk you out of $29.99
if you don’t cancel in a timely
manner, a process that usually
has to be completed by directly
contacting a customer service
line instead of canceling on the
website.

To protect yourself against
such scams, the first step would
be to contact the school you’re
following to see if they know of
a live stream or radio broadcast
of a game.

Those who subscribe to the
NFHS Network service used by
North Woods will get email no-
tifications and have access to an
online schedule for any game,
home or away, that is being
broadcast on the system. Only
away games at another NFHS
Network school are streamed on
the service.

You can search YouTube
to see if a school your team is
competing against has an offi-
cial channel they use for stream-
ing games or uses a reputable
service to provide a YouTube
stream. Such is the case with the
International Falls school dis-
trict, which offered a free live

stream of the Broncos-Grizzlies
volleyball match two weeks
ago through the YourLiveEvent
channel.

On school social media
sites, only click on posts for
streaming that have been post-
ed by the school that owns the
page or feed. Posts of unfamil-
iar links in comment sections by
individuals with streaming links
are almost surely scams and you
should avoid clicking on them.

As with any online activity,
be wary of one that charges a
minimal introductory fee requir-
ing you to provide personal and
credit card information. Such
scams are commonplace, and
low prices and emotional pur-
chases, both attractive to sports
fans, are common reasons peo-
ple ignore scam warning signs,
according to a Better Business
Bureau study of online shop-
ping fraud.

So, cheer on and follow
your local high school sports
teams, but when trying to fol-
low from afar, be smart and safe
about the streaming options pre-
sented to you.

REAL ESTATE

wo 218-757-3233

=S RE/MAX

Lake Country

www.TheLakeCountry.com

MLS#144734

MLS#145274

MLS#143950

#

RE/MAX

Rainy Lake-$290,000 Completely remodeled,
2 BR, 1 BA, 710 sq ft cabin on 1.8 acre lot. South-
ern facing lots with incredible views of Jackfish
Bay. Approx 600 ft total of Rainy Lake frontage.

Orr-$40,000 40 acres on the Shuster Rd. Nice rolling
elevation on south part of property. MLS#143084

Crane Lake-$359,900 80-acre boat-access family
hunting and fishing camp. Main 912 sq ft log cabin
w/1 BR, 1 BA, gas lights plus full electric, compli-
ant septic and drilled well. Sleeper cabin new in
2020 is 11°’x15’ with 3/4 loft for additional family
and friends. Both cabins come partially furnished.

Britt-$149,500 15+ acre building site. Wooded
with ponds and adjoins state and federal lands.

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

VERMILION

LAND OFFICE

F.’eal Estate  Apprais

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower * Virginia

MLS L=
...........

sals

3. WE NEED LISTINGS!
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info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

LAKE VERMILION 24 acre parcel on Pine
Island w/600 ft lakeshore. South-facing
shoreline, wooded, exceptional views of Big
Bay. Convenient access from nearby
marinas. $175,000 MLS# 145761

TOWER Updated 3 BR, 1.5 BA home
situated on Pike River Flowage near Lake
Vermilion. 7 acre lot w/1,125 ft frontage.
Walkout basement, 2 saunas, 2-stall garage
and much more. A must see! $482,500
MLS# 145324

Contact us for a free
property valuation

218-666-5352

JAN ISCH
— REALTY — [*

old Happen For You Too'
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Playing the long game

Minnesotans should beware the spread of
PragerU’s myths to the nation’s classrooms

The conservative move-
ment’s battle for power has
descended on the nation’s
classrooms and Minnesota isn’t
immune, despite the DFL’s cur-
rent dominance in state govern-
ment. Conservatives and their
various political projects are
typically flush with billionaire
dollars and they’re always will-
ing to play the long game.

Take the emergence of
Prager University, or PragerU,
as it is most commonly known.
It’s not a university despite its
name. The right-wing advoca-
cy organization, led by Dennis
Prager, openly acknowledges
it’s an “indoctrination” ma-
chine, best known for pumping
out slickly produced five-min-
ute videos that provide an un-
abashedly rightwing spin on
virtually every political subject
of the day.

Think slavery was bad?
Well, it had its good points, too,
according to PragerU. Think
the burning of fossil fuels is
polluting the air and contribut-
ing to our rapidly warming cli-
mate? “Why You Should Love
Fossil Fuels,” is PragerU’s as-
tonishingly dishonest response
to that question. Think the
Democratic Party backs civ-
il rights? PragerU will set you
straight with a lesson that con-
veniently leaves out the last 60
years of American history.

The videos are misleading
at best, yet are well-produced,
with plain spoken narrators
and effective graphics that can
make a hard right revisionist
history lesson go down like that
proverbial spoonful of sugar.
They are pure partisan propa-
ganda, designed to encapsulate
complex issues into simple,
short videos developed precise-
ly to turn young minds toward
rightwing political views.

One might think that such
material would have no place
in the classrooms of a state like
Florida, where the current gov-
ernor, Ron DeSantis, has spent
the past few years ranting about
the supposed indoctrination of
young people in schools re-
garding race relations and gen-
der issues.

It turns out, DeSantis has
no problem with indoctrination.
He just wants to make sure it’s
the kind he likes. It, therefore,
came as little surprise recently
when the state of Florida an-
nounced it was partnering with
PragerU to make its propaganda
shorts available to every class-

room in the state. Ron DeSantis
is nothing if not a hypocrite.

But he is not alone. The
state of Oklahoma recently
announced it would be using
PragerU’s fractured fairy tales
(apologies to Rocky and Bull-
winkle) in its schools as well.

While the spread of Prage-
rU material into schools has,
to date, been limited to a few
deep red states, we can expect
to see this propaganda spread
more widely in the near future.
The conservative movement
draws energy and a national
agenda from the nightly parade
of grievance presented on Fox
News and other conservative
media, which means what be-
gins in places like Florida or
Oklahoma will soon be knock-
ing down the doors of reality in
other states.

Minnesotans, in other
words, can hardly be compla-
cent. While DFL dominance
of state government here will
undoubtedly keep PragerU’s
garbage out of Minnesota
classrooms for now, that’s only
a guarantee until the next elec-
tion. Put Republicans in charge
here again and our school kids
could well be force fed right-
wing propaganda on a daily
basis.

As we noted earlier, the
American right is more than
happy to invest in the long
game, and it’s a multi-faceted
effort. Conservatives recognize
that their agenda of tax cuts for
the wealthy, restrictions on in-
dividual liberty (except when
it comes to guns), dismantling
health care access, and dismiss-
ing climate change as a hoax, is
unlikely to play well with vot-
ers.

Yet, rather than adopt more
popular policies, conservatives
have turned to voter restric-
tions, intense gerrymandering,
and other methods to make it
harder for certain groups to
vote or to dilute their votes to
limit their political power.

Distributing  misleading
rightwing videos throughout
the nation’s schools is just an-
other means of making the
conservative agenda more pal-
atable to the public and they’re
clearly interested in the oppor-
tunity to mold young minds to
their way of thinking. Minne-
sotans would do well to avoid
the thought that it can’t happen
here. It’s only an election away.

bR m

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Letters from Readers

DNR loses $26
million in grants
from U.S. Fish and
Wildlife

What would you say if
a family member lost the op-
portunity to gain thousands of
dollars due to not filling out a
rebate form and sending it to
the manufacturer? Would you
be upset at your family mem-
ber?

And what if, instead of
losing thousands of dollars,
the loss was millions of dol-
lars instead, more like $26.4
million to be exact?

Well, the loss of over $26
million was due to malfea-
sance from our state’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources for
not properly protecting and
documenting the protection of
natural habitats for wildlife.
The DNR is required to pro-
tect wildlife on state Wildlife
Management Areas per fed-
eral agreements with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

Rather than protecting
forested lands for wildlife
habitat, the DNR overrides
the advice of its own WMA
managers and kowtows to the
whims of the lumber and pa-
per industry getting out “the
cut” instead of protecting both
game and non-game species.
In doing so, the skills and ex-
pertise of these knowledge-
able WMA managers has been
ignored.

This has been an issue for
the state’s WMAs since this
problem notably surfaced in
2019 when the DNR ramped
up its timber quotas on WMAs
and shortened its standard ro-
tations on many timber stands.
These WMA lands have large-
ly been purchased by the DNR
using fees from the sale of
hunting and fishing licens-
es. Beyond this, much of the
monies to manage these lands
come from the USFWS.

DNR Commissioner Sar-
ah Strommen was appointed
Commissioner of Minnesota
DNR by Gov. Tim Walz in
early 2019. Strommen’s leg-
acy is horrible and shows she
was a very poor choice by the
Governor. It is high time to
call for the Governor to right
the ship and do what is legisla-
tively mandated by protecting
our wildlife habitat in WMAs.
Legislative hearings are need-
ed to determine how DNR'’s
management practices could
become so totally ineffective
in protecting WMA forests, as
well as reviewing procedures
in other DNR-managed public
forest lands.

Bob Graves

Fall Lake Township

A test of fitness for

political office
Trump’s Big Lie about the
2022 election being stolen, a
falsehood most Americans re-
ject, continues to be exposed
for the dreck it is. His own
Attorney General, Bill Barr,
actually called it “bull*#**%*”
Florida governor DeSantis, a
Trump imitator hoping to be
the GOP nominee for presi-
dent, said a few weeks ago that
the 2020 election was fair and
Trump lost. Trump’s former
attorney Rudy Guiliani con-
fessed to lying about alleged
violations by Georgia election
officials. Enrique Tarrio, for-
mer head of the Proud Boys
admitted in court that Biden
fairly won and Trump lost,
and that he, Tarrio, now con-
siders the Jan. 6 insurrection
“a national disgrace.” In 2021
there were dozens of audits,
recounts, and court challeng-
es to the election results, and
none provided any evidence
that Trump was cheated out of
re-election — in fact quite the
opposite: his defeat in a fair
contest was reaffirmed again
and again on a bipartisan ba-
sis. And we’ve all heard the

damning recording of Trump
pressuring the Georgia Sec-
retary of State to “find 11,780
votes” — blatant corruption
that the GOP official bravely
resisted.

Noah Rothman, writing in
the ultra-conservative Nation-
al Review recently said, “If
Trump was blind to his loss,
his blindness was willful,” and
that he had “no rational basis”
for the rigged election claim.
It’s unclear if Trump actually
believes his own lies about the
election.

What is clear, sadly, is
that millions of Trump’s sup-
porters do believe the Big Lie.
We are all free to believe or
disbelieve what we will, just
as we are free to openly speak
what we will. But that doesn’t
free us from the consequenc-
es of our beliefs or our words.
Deliberately casting doubt on
a free and fair election strikes
at the heart of our democrat-
ic republic, and is a first big
step on the road to tyranny.
It’s particularly reprehensible
when elected officials — literal
products of democracy- sup-
port the Big Lie.

Rep. Roger Skraba should
be held accountable for this.
Over the past three months, as
one of his constituents, I sent
two emails, and one hard-copy
letter to his Ely address asking
him point-blank if he believed
Trump’s claims about the 2020
election. There is reason to be-
lieve that Skraba continues to
harbor that delusion. I did not
receive a reply. (Presumably
he believes his own election
last year and the subsequent
mandatory recount was free
and fair.)

Any public official who
is so gullible or willfully ig-
norant to buy the Big Lie is
unfit for office and unworthy
of public trust. So, once more
Mr. Skraba: do you believe it?

Peter M. Leschak

Side Lake

COLUMNIST

Late summer adventures and road trips

ance Ashley. We’d all had our
noses to the grindstone all sum-
mer working our various jobs,
so a day trip was welcomed. I
thought it was going to be hot,
so I wore a sweatband, visor,
sleeveless tie-dye top, denim
shorts and some hippie jewel-
ry with athletic shoes in case
I had to walk further than a
block. The kids picked me up
at my Soudan house along with
my large striped L.L. Bean tote
filled with a pillow, light jacket,
blankie, and water bottle. These
are the staples for this senior’s
best backseat day-trip along
with snacks that were picked up
here and there along the merry
way.

Keaton came inside my
house to use the bathroom, took
one look at me and said, “You
aren’t wearing that are you? You
look over-done and your flabby,
hairy little knees are showing!”
I burst out laughing! “Back off

bet. Time will tell.

Speaking of annoying
round-abouts, a couple weeks
ago I rode with my friend Jack
in his Jeep to an 86th birthday
party in Grand Rapids for a mu-
tual friend of ours. On our way
back through Hibbing, Jack en-
countered the new round-about
at the junction of Highways 37
and 169.

First of all, nobody in any
vehicle should ever swirl around
those things like fast water go-
ing down a drain, but they do.
It was just one narrow lane and
Jack got confused and eased to
the right a bit then I quickly cor-
rected him to stay left.

Suddenly, the loud horn
sounding from behind was near-
ly enough to topple the small
plate of birthday cake I was
about to enjoy right off my lap.
A truck aggressively pulled up

See TRIPS..,pg. 5

It’'s 6 p.m. on a Monday
evening and I’ve been sitting
on the couch following a dinner
of barbecued country ribs with
green beans and red
potatoes that I fixed
in my Ninja Foodi.
I always get a little
nervous when I use
the pressure cooker
setting, ever since
my mother told
me about a fellow
schoolteacher whose
pressure cooker ex-
ploded leaving her
with no injuries, but
she had to clean the
entire kitchen follow-
ing the ordeal.

What a scary thought and
a waste of cooking efforts fol-
lowed by a messy cleaning proj-
ect. I prefer ordinary cleaning
projects involving no grease or
bathrooms but instead just calm,
unchallenging household dust.

It’s just a quiet constant in life
along with cat hair, a random
dirty sock, and cookie crumbs
and to think any other way about
these minor things in
life is a waste of other-
wise joyous moments.

Speaking of such
moments, I had one this
past week in the up-
stairs bathroom when
the water was once
again turned on with
no sputtering, spraying,
or soaking occurring
anywhere. Hats off to
my handy friend, “The
Horse Whisperer” who
made it happen. I, too,
contributed my efforts to the
project and with just a bit of
trim work left I can cross that
one off the list.

A couple weeks ago, I took
a little get-away drive to the
south shore of Lake Superior
with my son Keaton and his fi-

kiddo, leg hair quit on me a de-
cade ago and flabby knees are
gravity’s fault!”

We left Soudan with Keaton
driving, made a drive-through
breakfast stop in Virginia, and
headed south. At my request,
being the keeper of an aging
bladder, he pulled into the An-
chor Lake rest stop. As I exited
the car I said comically, “Now
don’t make fun of my knees,”
then casually flipped him off
knowing he’d be chuckling
at me as I stiffly walked away
from the car. It was all in good
fun.

The two of them navigated
through Duluth perfectly, “Great
job guys, I exclaimed!” Moms
do that, even when our knees
take the brunt of a few jokes.
We eased right through lots of
construction where they are
sure to add plenty of off-ramps,
under-passes and at least one of
those annoying roundabouts I’d

SCARLET
STONE
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Look a little closer at fast fashion brands

Until recently, online re-
tailers Wish and Alibaba were
two of the most popular spac-
es to find ultra-cheap house-
hold goods, clothing, makeup,
and last-minute Christmas and

sive clothing rapidly produced
by mass-market retailers in
response to the latest trends.
These clothes are made cheap-
ly and quickly, often in sweat-
shops, with poor quality mate-

birthday gifts.
These compa-
nies offer thou-
sands of prod-
ucts at discount
prices, albeit
with slower
shipping and
sometimes
sending the
customers an
item that looks

JEN SHUSTER-

DAHLIN

rial. They are meant to be
worn for a short period and
discarded easily, either by
being donated or thrown
away when the wearer is
finished.

It may seem harmless
to shop with these online
retailers, especially when
only buying a few items
here and there. However,
that is part of the problem.

different from
what they ordered.

Primarily due to the social
media app TikTok, Shein and
Temu now rival Wish and Alib-
aba and have surpassed Amazon
for the most downloaded i0OS
shopping apps as of June 2023
(Oberlo.com). This is because
of Shein’s popularity with social
media influencers and the com-
pany’s frequent collaborations
with them, in which they post
sponsored “haul” videos, show-
ing off what clothing items they
bought and encouraging their
followers to shop with Shein.
Temu is increasing in popularity
due to its shockingly low prices
on consumer goods. On Temu’s
front page, a shopper is greet-
ed with various offers, such as
phone chargers for under $1,
packs of socks for $3 or less,
and knockoff Apple watches for
$11-$14. When visiting the site,
a pop-up opens with a wheel the
consumer can click on to “spin”
to win discounts on their shop-
ping trip.

Shein is considered to be
a fast fashion company. Fast
fashion is defined as inexpen-

Temu and Shein have been
found likely to be violating the
Uyghur Forced Labor Preven-
tion Act (UFLPA) of 2021, and
they can do so partly due to the
high volume of small orders
they ship to the United States.

The United States Congress
published findings on Temu
and Shein in June 2023 — the
report details how Temu skirts
enforcements put in place by
the Trade Facilitation and Trade
Enforcement Act (TFTEA) by
taking advantage of the de mi-
nimis threshold, which allows
products to be shipped duty free
if the value of the products is
less than $800. Due to the enor-
mous amount of small packages
shipped from Temu to the Unit-
ed States containing products
well under $800, the company
has not had to provide any data
on its products to the United
States Customs and Border Pro-
tection.

Around 12 million Uy-
ghur people in China, primarily
Muslim, reside in the Xinjiang
region. Officially, this area is
known as the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region (XUAR).

Over the past few decades, a
mass migration of Han Chinese
(China’s ethnic majority) has
been moving into the XUAR, a
move seen as an attempt to wipe
out the ethnic minority in the
area. The BBC has reported that
the Chinese government has al-
legedly orchestrated attacks on
the Uyghur culture in the area,
banning their religious practices
and destroying tombs. The Chi-
nese government has been also
accused of committing genocide
against the Uyghurs. Reports
have found evidence of mass
sterilization of Uyghur women
and separation of families. The
Australian Strategic Policy In-
stitute has also found evidence
of “re-education camps” in the
Xinjiang region, and the UK
Parliament declared in 2021 that
China was committing mass
genocide against the Uyghur
Muslims. Individuals who have
escaped these camps have re-
ported torture, rape, and mental
abuse. Legal interventions such
as the UFPLA were implement-
ed to prevent China from using
the Uyghur people for slave la-
bor.

Temu and Shein, according
to the AP, have business models
that allow them to evade these
laws by shipping millions of
tiny, low-value packages to the
U.S. In 2022 alone, 685 million
packages came into the U.S. that
were under the $800 limit. The
congressional report states that
Temu and Shein alone are re-
sponsible for 30 percent of all
packages that come into the U.S.
under the de minimis provision.

Shein uses these same busi-
ness practices to ship to the U.S.,
but the congressional report fo-
cuses on Temu. By not follow-
ing the standards set in place by

TFTEA, Temu is almost certain-
ly using forced labor by Uyghur
Muslims and political prisoners
within China’s borders. Tens of
millions of packages are shipped
to the U.S. by Temu without
proper vetting to ensure compli-
ance with UFPLA. According to
AP News, Temu has admitted
that it “does not prohibit the sale
of goods” from the Xinjiang re-
gion and has no audit system in
place to ensure compliance with
U.S. labor laws.

While Shein and Temu
have similar business models,
they are not the same compa-
nies. Temu is owned by parent
company Pinduoduo, founded
in 2015. Temu has no brick-and-
mortar location and ships every-
thing directly to the consumer.
Shein was founded by Chris Xu
in 2008 and has two headquar-
ters: Singapore and Guangzhou,
China. The company works
with thousands of manufactur-
ers and suppliers, with little to
no oversight regarding the labor
involved with those manufac-
turers. A Chinese news outlet
investigated these labor sources
in 2021 and found that many of
the suppliers used by Shein of-
ten subcontract orders to smaller
buildings with hazardous work-
ing conditions to cut costs.

In addition to the human
rights violations, Shein and
Temu are significant contribu-
tors to climate change through
the manufacture and shipping
of all these small items through-
out the world. The items sold
by Temu are also often destined
for the landfill as soon as they
arrive. Many of these products
are cheap and niche, used once
or twice and thrown away or put
away in a drawer to be found
later, like miniature decks of

cards, tiny folding chairs meant
to be used as a phone holder, or
a set of glow-in-the-dark dice.
Our landfills cannot handle the
excessive waste of fast fashion
and cheap, disposable products
made by Temu and Shein.

These companies depend
on throw-away consumerism.
Shein designs hundreds of thou-
sands of new styles annually.
encouraging consumers to get
rid of their current wardrobe and
buy new clothes. The fast fash-
ion industry creates an estimat-
ed 92 million tons of waste an-
nually. According to Space.com,
unwanted or unsold clothes are
often dumped in places like the
Atacama Desert in Chile, where
a pile of clothing can be seen
from space.

While often more expen-
sive, many clothing companies
make durable and ethically
sourced items that can last for
years. Their lifespan and quality
offset the extra cost of the appar-
el, and many of these companies
have excellent return policies or
will fix your clothes and send
them back to you. Just a short
list of ethically sourced cloth-
ing companies based in the U.S.
are Arielle (shop-arielle.com),
Ash & Rose (ashandrose.com).
Conscious Step (consciousstep.
com), Mate (matethelabel.com).
Novica (novica.com), Outer-
known (outerknown.com), and
Reformation  (thereformation.
com). A longer list that includes
brands based in countries out-
side the United States can be
found at www.ethicallydressed.
com/brand-list.

GREENWOOD...Continued from page 3

the lot, as well as items
stolen from the recreation
storage shed.

“Vandalism can be
solved with a security
camera,” noted Lofquist.
“It’s a proven fact.”

Chairman John Bass-
ing said he would like to
see the board pass a policy
on use of security cameras
before taking any action
on installing them.

“The cameras were
used for not good purpos-
es previously,” he said.

After the meeting,
Ankrum said she was con-
cerned that four new sets
of bocce equipment, along
with other yard games, do-
nated to the township after
the first sets were stolen,
were also missing, but that
she did not have access to
the shed to inventory any
missing items.

Clerk JoAnn Bassing
said she and Stoehr both
have keys to the shed, and
are available to provide

TRIPS...Continued from page 4

alongside me and I looked
over to see a man’s large,
square face hollering
“You Mother F’er!”

I was happy-go-lucky,
simply twiddled my fin-
gers in a hello gesture and
gave a quick perky smile.
He looked like a cartoon
character with the large
round blue sucker he was
holding in his left hand. I
mean really, “Calm your-
self pal,” I thought, it’s
not worth dropping your
sucker or ejecting my
birthday cake from eager
hands and down onto grit-
ty floor mats.

I can’t believe round-
abouts don’t contribute to
more accidents than they
do but MnDOT claims
they show an 86-percent
decrease in fatal crash-
es....but what about cake
casualties? I'm sure many
slabs of birthday cake
have hit the floor as a re-
sult of them. Dreadful.

As we continued to
follow the angry truck-
dude through Hibbing I
encouraged Jack to hang

access. She said they will
also post a notice on the
website, with information
on how to get access to the
supplies.

Fire Department

The board approved
a new member for the fire
department. Kenna Ville-
brun is already a trained
EMT and is planning on
completing the required
firefighter training classes.
Chief Jeff Maus report-
ed the department spent
around $1,000 on repairs
to fireboat two. The de-
partment has also stopped
renting oxygen bottles at
a cost of $90 per month
since they already owned
their own bottles. The
department cleaned and
marked the dry hydrant by
the tennis court.

Maus asked the board
to terminate one employee
from the department who
had not attended any train-
ings or meeting the entire

year, and who had not
responded to multiple re-
quests to contact the chief.
The vote was 4-1, with
Skubic voting against. De-
partment guidelines call
for the dismissal of any
member who is absent,
without being excused, for
six months in a row.

Other business

In other business, the
board:

» Heard from Trea-
surer Jeff Maus, who asked
to board to consider mov-
ing more of the township’s
reserve accounts into
higher paying short-term
CDs, which are current-
ly paying over five-per-
cent interest over short
term periods. The town-
ship previously moved
$250,000 in reserves into
a CD, but Maus said they
should consider moving
other funds not needed in
a short-term period, iden-
tifying over $200,000 in
potential reserves that are

not needed in the short
term.

> Passed a formal
resolution earmarking
unused township ARPA
dollars (COVID relief
funding), totaling about
$99,000, for its broad-
band fund. The township
hopes to use this funding
to expand broadband into
areas of the township not
currently part of the fund-
ed Bois Forte broadband
project. Bassing said the
Greenwood portion of the
project is still in the plan-
ning stages, but that most
of the work on the Vermil-
ion Reservation has been
completed.

> Set the hourly rate
for cleaning services at
the town hall at $32.50 per
hour. The township will
be hiring a person to do
cleaning every other week.
> Will contact Bench-
mark Engineering to look
at the blacktop job done at
the town hall about three
years ago. The blacktop is

back in case the guy
leaped out with an as-
sault rifle or something at
the upcoming stoplight.
These days one never
knows. Hot summer tem-
peratures and challenging
driving situations have
been a part of my summer.

Let’s not forget the
messed up crossing south
of Cook by the Angora
post office where High-
way 1 joins Highway 53.
Every time I encounter
that I shake my head be-
cause you can’t cross the
road. The powers that be
insist you take a right and
drive north a bit, ease into
a left lane, turn around
and then come south in
order to go west at the in-
tersection.

It used to be the case
of just using your eyes,
making a judgement call
based on learning to drive
when we were all sixteen
and making your strate-
gic move to simply drive
straight across.

Ah, there is so much
babysitting occurring with

rules and regulations these
days it makes me wonder
how I have lived to be in
my mid-sixties. For the
most part, I leave con-
cerns over stuff like this
for others.

On our day trip, all
the way down and back,
I was in the back seat
where aging mothers go
(not the trunk), and was
sometimes feeling like the
upholstery, or just some
needed maternal fixture
in the background. They
laughed, chatting back
and forth with my occa-
sional comments often un-
heard or not responded to.

I thought, “Do they
even remember I am here?
Just wait until we stop for
lunch, then they’ll be ex-
cited when my wallet flies
open.”

I’m glad they are ca-
pable, independent adults
and am happy to take a
nap, eat snacks, and sight-
see. We drove to Ashland,
Wis., and over to Iron-
wood, Mich.

I enjoyed visiting

some favorite places like
The Black Cat Coffee
House in Ashland that
I used to visit on sales
trips north from Hayward
where I worked for WOJB
Public Radio on the Lac
Courte Oreilles Reserva-
tion back in 2002. Plus,
we stopped in at Rigo-
ni’s Bakery in Ironwood,
where the clock seems to
jump back to the 1960s
with industrious baker-la-
dies in hair nets, work
dresses and aprons creat-
ing savory original Cor-
nish Pasties.

There were stops at
some other cute shops
and opportunities to spend
time looking at Lake Su-
perior. Anytime I can go
across the bridge to points
beyond Duluth is a good
time and in this case, the
perfect start to fall. I know
there are plenty of house-
hold and work projects on
the horizon.

Until October...enjoy
these beautiful fall days.

already showing signs of
wear, with weeds popping
through cracks.

> Accepted the low
bid for propane from Su-
perior Fuel, at $1.299,
with $0.899 for the first
fill. The township owns
their propane tank. A total
of five bids were received.

» Accepted the sin-
gle bid for snow removal
at the town hall from Ver-
milion Property Services.
The bid covers snow re-
moval once two inches
of snow is on the ground,

at $300 per visit, which
includes shoveling and
snowblowing. The fee is
a bit higher for snow to-
taling five inches, at $350
per visit. This bid is about
$20 higher than the previ-
ous year.

» The board ap-
proved uploading audio
recordings of meetings to
the township website. The
website can host between
six and 12 months-worth
of meeting at no addition-
al charge, Clerk JoAnn
Bassing said.
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Embarra!s Al-Anon Family Welcome

Group- Hope Lutheran

Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, to Tower-

6p.m. Soudan

Tuesday Elementary !

Tower Area Food Shelf-

Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Sept. 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Charlemagne’s 52 Club

TSHS week 7 winner

The winner of week
seven Charlemagne’s 52
Club $100 cash prize is
Jodi Summit of Tower.

This week’s winner
Jodi Summit, along with
last week’s winner Ber-
getta Indihar, have both
generously donated their
$100 cash prizes to the
TSHS fire hall restoration
fund.

History Tidbit: A $25
U.S. savings bond was
awarded to Mrs. Paul Palo
of rural Tower, winner of
the contest staged by the
Vermilion Housing Cor-
poration to name its new
elderly housing complex
in Tower. The announce-
ment was made at the
ribbon-cutting ceremony
on July 1, 1976. Lakeview
Manor was chosen as the
winning submission for
the two twelve-unit apart-
ment building complex.

Vermilion Lake
Township potluck on

Sept. 17

VERMILION LAKE
TWP- Vermilion Lake
Township is hosting their
annual potluck get-to-
gether on Sunday, Sept.
17 from 4 — 7 p.m. at the
town hall. The township
will be grilling Polish,
brats, and hot dogs, and
those attending always
make sure there are plenty
of side dishes, casseroles,
and desserts. Tableware,
coffee and drinks will be
provided. All township
residents and friends are
invited to attend.

Any questions, please
contact town clerk Crystal
Alaspa at 218-750-4752.

Kugler Township
hosting picnic,
Sunday, Sept. 17

KUGLER TWP- The
Kugler Town Board is
hosting a picnic for town-
ship residents and friends
on Sunday, Sept. 17 from
3 - 6 p.m. at the Kugler
Town Hall on Hwy. 135.
Brats and all the fixings
will be served. Come see
the township’s new pick-
leball court, which is open
to the public.

Read It
HERE

Kindergarten
students had their
first day of class
on Sept. 7. Kristine
(Sorgenfrei) Smith
has a full class-
room this year, and
was excited to start
a new school year.
Below left: Wyatt
and Edwin build a
marble run. Below
center: Zella laughs
while playing in the
toy kitchen area.
Below right: Adrian
helps the teacher
put away a large
bin of brand new
markers.

photos by J. Summit

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

SOUDAN- Senate Capital
Investment Committee Chair
Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul) and members of the Capi-
tal Investment Committee visited
Soudan on Sept. 6, as part of a
tour of more than 20 communi-
ties in northeast Minnesota to
learn about nearly 40 proposed
projects that are requesting state
funds, meet with local officials
and tour project sites.

In Soudan, Tower-Breitung
Wastewater Plant  Supervisor
Matt Tuchel, along with Tower
Clerk/Treasurer Michael Schul-
tz, gave an overview of the water
treatment facility project, which
is requesting $3 million in state
bonding dollars.

The original water treatment
plant, built about 25 years ago
for $1.3 million, was built to fil-
ter out iron and manganese from
the public water supply, which
consists of two wells, drilled in
1979 and 1982. But recent test-
ing has shown that about 30-per-
cent of the well water being
drawn is surface water from the
adjacent East Two River. Tuchel
explained that a study done by
the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) in 2016 showed
the potential of viral and bacte-
rial contamination in the wells,
which have been addressed by
increased chlorination. But the
increased chlorination has its
own side effects, creating ex-
cess levels of trihalomethane

INFRASTRUCTURE
State Reps hear about need for new water filtration system

and haloacetic acid, which carry
long-term health risks if not ad-
dressed. MDH has recommended
that a new treatment system be
installed, Tuchel said.

“We don’t have a backup
chlorination system if ours fails,”
said Tuchel.

Drilling new wells would
be a risk, Tuchel explained. The
current wells each produce 250
gallons per minute, enough to
support the water needs for the
approximately 1,000 residents in
Tower and Soudan, along with
the large summer tourist popu-
lation. The new well drilled at
the campground at the Lake Ver-
milion State Park only produces
nine gallons per minute, nowhere
near enough to support a munici-
pal system, he said.

Plans for the new system in-
clude a double treatment system,
so there is a backup in case one
fails, a ground storage tank, and
a new building to house the treat-
ment facility. The engineering
and design are already complet-
ed, which was funded through a
loan from Minnesota Rural Wa-
ter Association. The design will
be focused on treating surface
water, not ground water. The total
cost of the project has ballooned
since it was first proposed from
$4.5 to $8 million. The project
has received a $3.375 million
grant from the Army Corp, and
is asking for $3 million from the
state. The remainder would be
funded locally, with either grant
or loan funds from the Public Fa-
cilities Authority, a state agency

State Sen. Sandy Pappas (second from left) visited with
local officials including Tim Tomsich, Matt Tuchel, and
Michael Schultz. photo by J. Summit

that helps fund such projects.
“Customer rates will in-
crease with this new plant,” said
Schultz. “But we have to do it.”
Currently customers in Tower
pay $253.50 per quarter for wa-
ter and sewer, and in Soudan they
pay $195 per quarter. Excess wa-
ter usage is billed to each busi-
ness or residence that exceeds
the minimum/normal usage.
Both Tuchel and Schultz

said they were happy with the
visit, and glad they had enough
time to present a good overview
of the problems facing the wa-
ter supply, and the need for state
bonding assistance. The Minne-
sota State Legislature will take
up the request in the 2024 ses-
sion, which begins in February.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Learn about area
hiking trails on

Sept. 20

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club will
hold its first meeting of
the season on Wednesday
Sept. 20 at 6 p.m. at the
Herb Lamppa Civic Cen-
ter in Tower.

The meeting will be-
gin with a presentation by
Mary Shedd titled, “Trails
to Adventure.” This will
be followed by coffee
an’ and a short meeting.
Everyone is invited to at-
tend. Questions call Linda
Haugen at 612-916-1918.

Farmers market

open in September

The Tower Farm-
ers Market will be open
through September, every
Friday from 4-6 p.m. at
the Depot. Raffle tickets
for the Sharing the Har-
vest basket are still avail-
able for just one dollar.
The drawing will be held
on Sept. 22.

Volunteers needed
for boardwalk
building day on
Sept. 16

TOWER- The Wag-

oner Trails Club will be
constructing a short sec-

tion of boardwalk that
will connect the Mesabi
Trail to the “orange trail”
for the Ancient Cedars
trail. The board walk will
cover a short swampy
section. The work day
will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 16. Volunteers can
meet at 9 a.m. at the train
depot trailhead.

Lunch bunch to
meet on Tuesday,

Sept. 19

ELY- The Lunch
Bunch will meet on Tues-
day, Sept. 19 at 12:30 p.m.
at the Grand Ely Lodge
in Ely. Please RSVP to
Kathy at 218-753-2530.

Anyone that would like to
join us are welcome.

Rally Sunday set
for Sept. 17 at St.

Paul’s Lutheran
SOUDAN- St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church will start
Sunday School on Sept.
17 with Rally Sunday.
Worship service at
8:30
Sunday School starts
at 8:45 a.m. for ages 3 -
14. All area children are
welcome to attend.
Brunch follows the
service.

Bookmobile

Schedule
REGIONAL- The
Arrowhead Bookmobiles
will be in the Tower-Sou-
dan area on Wednesday.
Sept. 20, Oct. 11, Nov. 1.
Stops include: Britt
(Sand Lake Storage): 9
- 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte
(Boys & Girls Club):
11 - 11:30 a.m.; Green-
wood (Town Hall): 12 -1
p.m.; Soudan (Post Office
area): 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.;
Tower (Civic Center):
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.; and Em-
barrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy
21): 5 -6 p.m. More info
online at alslib.info/ser-
vices/bookmobile.
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Capping off a summer
of celebrations for the 30-year
anniversary of the Dorothy Molt-
er Museum, Bottle Cap Volunteer
Productions staged a four-day run
last weekend of the “Root Beer
Lady” musical at Ely’s Historic
State Theater. The musical is based
on the book “Root Beer Lady,”
about Dorothy Molter’s life by lo-
cal author Bob Cary. Molter was
the last non-indigenous resident of
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness.

Bottle Cap Volunteer Pro-
ductions is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
which formed in 2016 for the sole
purpose of performing “Root Beer
Lady.” The cast and crew were all
local volunteers.

The Production

The musical had six perfor-
mances over four days, starting
Thursday evening, Sept. 7, and
ending on Sunday, Sept. 10, with a
matinee. As a film venue, the stage
at the State Theater lacks many of
the features of theaters special-
izing in plays and musicals. The
three musicians, Beth Haakensen,
Jef Cierniak, and Barb Cary Hall,
played from the wings since the

ROOT, ROOT, ROOT FOR ROOT BEER!

Root Beer Lady in Ely

State Theater doesn’t have a pit.
The stage lacks deep side wings
and a fly, but the production used
projections of Molter-related pho-
tography to add to the otherwise
simple set.

The narrator part in the musi-
cal was played by Andy Hill, one
of Molter’s friends, but also the
late Bob Cary’s best friend. The
younger Dorothy was played by
Morgan Sauls and the older Dor-
othy was played by Emily Weise.

It is difficult to determine
what the funniest moment was in a
production full of many laugh-in-
ducing moments. The top two con-
tenders were the walleye anglers in
search of beer and the sauna guys.
The anglers were the subjects of
two songs compared to the sauna
guys’ one musical number.

Despite their shorter scene,
the sauna goers left the audience
in hysterics approaching apoplexy.
Dressed in white undershirts,
white boxers, and sauna towels,
the sauna goers did their best to
imitate the Rockettes chorus line.
They brought down the house
when they turned their posteriors
to the audience, bent over, and
flipped up their towels, revealing
the word “SAUNA” spelled out in
large letters on their rear ends.

Above: The sauna
guys in the “Root
Beer Lady” musical
dance in a chorus
line. From left-to-
right: Matt Janeksala,
Vince O’Connor,
Morgan Sauls, David
Wigdahl, and Laurie
Kess. Right: Museum
director Jess Edberg
with one of the new
limited edition bottles
of Dorothy’s root beer.
photos by C. Clark

Limited edition

The 30th Anniversary Limited
Edition Bottles of Dorothy’s Root
Beer arrived in time to make their
debut at Ely’s Historic State The-

ater on opening night. Museum
director Jess Edberg had six packs
with the new labels for sale out in
the lobby of the theater, along with
other root beer lady swag.

The limited edition will only
be available until next summer.

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squier
by email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or call
her at 218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Sept. 19: E-Waste
Recycling with Maria
Jensen

»Sept. 26: Trump
and the Rule of Law: A
Prosecutor’s Update on
the Pending Cases with
Frank Sherman

»Oct. 3: All About
Lynx with Dave Grosshu-
esch Wildlife Biologist

»Oct. 10: A Trans
Training: The Basics with
Aleana (Ana) Kruger

Ely Marathon Weekend Activities

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- Ely Marathon
weekend is racing towards
us, bringing convention-
al runners plus those few
stalwart relay teams in the
world’s only canoe portage
marathon.

Race routes, road clo-
sures, registration informa-
tion, spectator information,
and detailed schedules for
the marathon weekend of
Sept. 22-23 are on page
11.

Root Beer Run
Dorothy’s Root Beer
Run is a marathon event for
kids which starts after the
marathon and half-mara-
thon have begun on Satur-
day, Sept. 23. Participants
must run 25 miles prior
to race day. Racers will
finish the last 1.2 miles of
their run on the Ely Mara-
thon race route. Finishers
receive a race medal, bot-
tle of Dorothy’s root beer,
with additional prizes for
top racers. Cost is $15 per
child. Pre-registration is
required at elymarathon.

The 2021 half-marathon portage relay sec-
ond-place winners at the finish line. file photo

com/kids-race.

The children’s race
will begin at 8:45 a.m.
Race packets for the run-
ners can be picked up
Friday, Sept. 22 between
noon-10 p.m. at Whiteside
Park, or at the starting line
on Saturday morning. The
race route starts on Sher-
idan between 13th and
14th Avenues, turns left
onto 2nd Ave., and then
turns left onto Chapman.
The race finishes at White-
side Park. It is possible to
watch the start of the race
and then walk to the park
to see the finish.

5k Race Fundraiser

The Northern Lights
5k Glow Run will be on
Friday, Sept. 22, at 7 p.m.
at Whiteside Park. The
run is a fundraiser for the
Northern Lights  Club-
house, a mental health non-
profit based in Ely. This is
a family-friendly event,
with runners, walkers,
wheelchair drivers, stroller
pushers, and wagon pullers
welcome. Bikes, dogs, and
scooters are excluded from
the race.

Preregister for the 5k
run using the link at ely-
marathon.com/5k. Packet

Pickup and race-day reg-
istration will begin at noon
on Sept. 22. New registra-
tions are welcome from
noon to 5:45 p.m.

Whiteside activities

A bounce house and
obstacle course for kids
will open at noon on Fri-
day in Whiteside Park until
10 p.m. Food trucks will
be available in the park at
the same time. Food truck
and bounce house hours
on Saturday will be from 8
a.m. until 3 p.m.

Rock-and-roll dance
band Rhino Rocks will
play at the park on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m.

Located just off the
finish line in Whiteside
Park, the Dorothy Molt-
er museum will be selling
ice-cold Dorothy’s root
beer, along with several tap
beers and adult seltzers, as
a fundraiser. The root beer
and beer tent will open on
Sept. 22 from 4-10 p.m. for
the Friday evening race. It
will also be open on Satur-
day, Sept. 23, from 10 a.m
until 3 p.m.

Ely Winter
Festival
donates to
Frozen

ELY- In support of a
high school musical guar-
anteed to melt hearts, the
Ely Winter Festival do-
nated $600 over the sum-
mer for the Ely Memorial
High School production
of “Disney’s Frozen—
The Broadway Musical.”

One dollar from ev-
ery iconic Ely Winter
Festival pin sold was
dedicated to support-
ing the arts at the high
school, and this year the
festival matched the pin
money. The combination
of the community support
and Ely Winter Festival
pin proceeds meant that
the festival could donate
$600 towards the pro-
duction of the musical.
In its statement on the
donation, the festival or-
ganizers wrote, “The Ely
Winter Festival is thrilled
to sponsor the arts in Ely,
and looks forward to the
production.”

Ely Public Library

ELY- The library will
be closed Wednesday,
Sept. 20 through Friday,
Sept. 22.

The spice for Septem-
ber is rosemary.

The Get Crafty pro-
gram at the library will
meet on Monday, Sept.
18, from 1-1:30 p.m.
This month’s project, for
adults, is a do-it-yourself
tulle wreath. All materials
will be provided. Partic-
ipants must pre-register
so the library can order
enough supplies.

The September Ka-
hoot trivia game is on the
first five books of the “Ba-
by-Sitters Little Sister”
series by Ann Martin. The
Kahoot will start on Tues-
day, Sept. 19 at 3 p.m.,
and will finish on Tuesday,
Sept. 26, at 8 a.m. Partici-
pants must register in ad-
vance so the library can
email the link to the game.

The library will cel-
ebrate Johnny Appleseed
Day on Tuesday, Sept. 26,
from 3-4 p.m. This pro-
gram is for all ages. Par-
ticipants will learn to dry
an apple, plant an apple
seed, do an apple craft,
and more. Participants
must pre-register so the
library can order enough
supplies.

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Preschool Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St.,
unless otherwise noted.

Community Dance

ELY- The Ely Folk
School will hold a com-
munity dance at the Ely
Senior Center, 27 S. First
Ave. E. on Saturday, Sept.
16, from 7-10 p.m. The
event will feature contra,
line, circle and barn danc-
es. No experience neces-
sary. All dances will be
taught. Cost $10, kids free
with parent.

Ladies’ Chainsaw

Workshop
FALL LAKE- The
Minnesota ‘Women'’s

Woodland Network will
hold a two-day chain-
saw workshop for wom-
en on Sept. 16-17, at the
University of Minnesota
Hubachek Wilderness
Research Center at 425
Shady Ln., on the north
shore of Fall Lake. The
workshop will meet from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. both
days. Cost is $130. Food
is not provided. Limited
rustic lodging is avail-
able upon request at an

additional cost of $40 per
person. For lodging ques-
tions please contact Gloria
Erickson at 218-365-0878
or at gloria@dovetailinc.
org. Use the link on the
research center website to
sign-up, at https://hwrc.
cfans.umn.edu/

Frozen Auditions
ELY- Ely Memo-
rial High School’s per-

formance of “Disney’s
Frozen, The Broadway
Musical” is only four

months away. Auditions
for the musical will be on
Sunday, Sept. 17, from 5-7
p.m. for students in grades
6 through 12. Call back
will take place on Sept.
18-19.

The auditions will be
held in the Washington
Auditorium on the Ely
School District campus
at 600 E. Harvey St. Use
the center doors (marked
with the number one) to
enter the school and then
turn right after the school
offices.

NLAA September

Art Show

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association
September show will run
from Monday, Sept. 18,
until Sunday, Oct. 1, in

the lobby of Ely’s Historic
State Theater. The show
“ISLANDLAND” by
Ely photographer Parker
Loew will be shown in the
theater lobby from Sept.
18 to Oct. 1.

Wild Rice Camp

ELY- The Ely Folk
School will hold a tradi-
tional QOjibwe wild rice
camp on Saturday, Sept.
23, from 9 am. to 2 p.m.
Participants  will learn
how to dry, parch, jig, and
winnow wild rice for use
and storage. The camp
will include a traditional
feast that participants will
help prepare. Costs are
$60 for the class and $30
for materials; sliding scale
options are available.

Open-Air Concert

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association
will host a Courtney Yas-
mineh public open-air
concert at the Hidden Val-
ley Chalet on Saturday,
Sept. 23, from 4-6 p.m.
Bring your own chair,
snacks and drinks. In case
of unexpected weather,
thechalet will be available
for shelter. Suggested do-
nation $20.

NLAA Fall Play

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association
(NLAA) fall production
is the 2009 Tony Award
winner, the “God of Car-
nage.” Auditions will take
place on Sept. 27 at 6 p.m.
Those wanting to audition
should send an email to
contact@northernlake-
sarts.org, and the NLAA
will provide audition ma-
terials.

Fire Station Open

House on Sept. 27
ELY- The City of Ely
Fire Department is open-
ing the station house doors
to the public to see what’s
inside and chat with city
public safety officers
about what they do. The
Ely Public Safety Open
House will be on Wednes-
day, Sept. 27, 4-7 p.m.

ATV Ride Fundraiser

BABBITT- The
Friends of Babbitt Recre-
ation Fall ATV ride will
be on Sept. 30, leaving the
Babbitt ATV Clubhouse at
10 a.m. Cost is $30. The
event will include lunch,
raffles and a Jackpot Loop
ride. Call or text Shelley at
218-742-4322 to pre-reg-
ister before Sept. 25. The
event will raise funds for
the Babbitt Splashpad.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=

leaves switching colors
soon falling to a cold ground

the furnace running

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
AA FRIDAYS -7 p.m.
Fridays, First Presbyterian
Church, 262 E. Harvey
St., Ely

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Monday at noon at
Ledgerock Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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Contributing Writer

COOK— The “Let’s
Soar” Winged Mural, de-
signed in part by students
from the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Nett Lake and
Vermilion, will be given
a new lease on life thanks
to fundraising efforts by
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts and local busi-
nesses.

“I am just excited to
see it coming back,” said
Jess Lambert of the Boys
and Girls Club as she re-
cently looked over the
weather-worn mural. “It’s
one of my first memories
with the Boys and Girls
Club, and seeing it takes
me back when I started.”

The mural was con-
structed in 2018 and trav-
eled indoors for the next
three years to be displayed
in area communities. It
was officially installed in
2021 just off River St. in
Cook next to the library
and the park that includes
several other murals de-
picting scenes from the
town. The intent was that
it would be a foundation
that stood the test of time,
whereby kids who had a
hand in creating the mural
could come back to visit a
part of their history.

However, the harsh

Minnesota winters,
pounding rain, and dam-
aging sun weakened the
mural, and soon, the
glossy acrylic paint and
epoxy seal gave way to
the elements. This was
disheartening to the likes
of Northwoods Friends of
the Arts President Shawna
Kishel and former school-
teacher Lyn Reed, who
played an instrumental
part in the creation of the
mural.

“It was really a beau-
tiful, high gloss material
that we didn’t think would
weather like it did,” said
Reed, an Australian na-
tive who taught school for
35 years, including stints
at Orr and North Woods.
“But now we are going
to bring it back to how
it once was and are very
thrilled we’re able to do
this.”

While Reed has been
tasked to restore the mu-
ral, Kishel has been busy
raising money to make it
all possible. The city of
Cook has donated $1,000
to the cause, as has For-
tune Bay through its Tick-
et in Ticket Out promo-
tion.

“We’re very apprecia-
tive of the funds donated
by the city and Fortune
Bay,” said Kishel. “We
will do other fundraising

COMMUNITY ARTS

Winged mural in park to get needed restorations

Donations from Fortune Bay Resort Casino and other businesses allow project to move forward

efforts to make sure the
materials we use this time
will last for a long, long
time.”

Once the restored mu-
ral is done, Kishel said
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts members Lauren
Nelson, Ron Maki, and
Gary Whitenack will help
install the new panels.

“They also helped
with the original installa-
tion, so it is nice to have
them involved with the
restoration,” said Kishel.
“We are also thinking of
putting a roof over the
mural to help protect it
from the elements.”

The plan to refurbish
the mural will include
Reed bringing the artwork
back to its original glory.
She plans to have her por-
tion of the project done by
the middle of October.

“My plan is to re-
trace all of the feathers
and paint it as exactly as it
was,” said Reed.

“I figure I'll work
eight hours a day on it and
might enlist the help of
some of my former stu-
dents to get it done.”

Two of those students
were Lambert and Dan-
ielle Porter.

“I taught a lot of the
Nett Lake kids,” said
Reed. “In fact, I had three
generations of kids. Jess
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The “Let’s Soar” Winged Mural in the park in downtown Cook, which
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has suffered from exposure to the elements, will be refurbished and
reinstalled in its original location. From left, Jess Lambert, Shawna
Kishel, and Lyn Reed are pictured holding up a $1,000 check from
Fortune Bay Resort Casino that will help with the effort. submitted photo

was one of them, and she
was an excellent student.
Danielle was another one
of my students.”

Reed fondly recalled
when Porter brought her
young daughter to help
with the mural.

“And then the next
day, I met her at the bus,
and Danielle asked, ‘Can
I come, Mrs. Reed?’ and
I said yes,” recalled Reed
of Porter. “She was really
good, so I might see what
she is up to.”

When the idea for
the mural originally sur-
faced, Reed said kids from
Cook, Orr, Tower, and the
Nett Lake and Vermilion
reservations participated
in the creation. Each kid
was tasked with paint-
ing a feather that would
be placed in the shape of
a wing, signifying how
happy they were as if they
could soar.

“Some kids did more
than one feather, but the
toughest thing was to

have the kids give up
their feathers for the ac-
tual mural,” said Reed
with a smile. “So, on the
last day, they could paint
another feather and take it
home. The original mural
was a great collaboration
of many people, both kids
and adults. It was a way to
bring everybody togeth-
er—we had so much fun
with it."

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- Budget lim-
itations drove discussion
at Monday’s Orr City
Council meeting when the
topic turned to proposed
pay raises for liquor store
manager Laura Manai and
employee Marie Cloyd.

The liquor store com-
mittee of Mayor Robert
Antikainen and council
member Hannah Manick
had recommended that
Cloyd receive an increase
of $1 an hour to $15.31,
and that Manai receive an
increase of $2.42 for an
hourly pay rate of $21 an
hour. Both raises were to
be retroactive to Sept. 1.

Manai’s rate of com-
pensation will go up again
on Dec. 1, this time by

$3 to $24 an hour if by
that date she successfully
completes her Safe Serve
certification and three
classes from the Minneso-
ta Licensed Beverage As-
sociation. The combined
hourly pay raise for Manai
as of Dec. 1 over her cur-
rent $18.58 per hour rate
would be $5.42 an hour.

Council member
Bruce Black opened the
discussion with sugges-
tion that the council had
been pressured into rais-
ing wages, although he
did not specify the source
of the pressure.

“I don’t like the way
it happened,” Black said.
“I don’t like that you can
threaten the city to have
your pay raised. It’s nev-
er been done before and I
don’t like that.”

ORR CITY COUNCIL

Council's hands tied by budget on pay raise issue

Council member Me-
lissa Wright and Black
both pressed for informa-
tion about the liquor store
budget and if it could
handle the proposed in-
creases. City clerk Angela
Lindgren said that as far
as could be determined
with the current numbers,
the budget was “not favor-
able” for an increase.

“We’re already in a
hole so far deep we can’t
see the top of it,” Black
said.

Wright expressed
support in principle for
Manai’s raise but ques-
tioned the practicality.

“She should be mak-
ing more than what she
was making as a clerk
here, but I have concerns
about our budget,” she
said.

Lindgren asked if an
alternative could be to
give a bonus now and a
pay increase later, noting
how Manai had covered
many city administrative
duties during the transition
to a new city clerk while
simultaneously managing
the liquor store and learn-
ing the ropes there. But it
was rather clear that there
wasn’t enough support to
move forward with any
decision until the council
has a better handle on the
budget.

“You can table it un-
til you can run the num-
bers and see what we’ve
got,” Black said. “At this
point there’s no way the
budget can even come
close to supporting it.”
With Manick absent, the
council unanimously

agreed to table the matter.

Another Orr Muni
item that generated a good
deal of discussion was a
proposal to move the ice
machine from its current
location next to the deep
fryer down to the base-
ment. Maintenance su-
pervisor Paul Koch noted
the logistics problems that
would be encountered
with such a move, includ-
ing the need to remove a
window to facilitate the
move, and the need to in-
stall some sort of drain/
pump system for the ice
maker. There are no floor
drains in the basement,
Koch said, and a pump
would be needed to con-
nect to the overhead drain
line, which would incur
additional cost. Council
members decided to table

the issue for additional
study.

In other business, the
council:

»Heard about prob-
lems with the pipe for
the primary clarifier for
the wastewater treatment
plant. Koch said the line
needs to be replaced or
repaired to keep it from

failing.
»Heard about the
proposed replacement

of the water tower stand
pipe. Koch noted that to
effect repairs water would
be shut down to the Bay-
view Apartments. “If we
shut the valve off in the
street, Bayview Apart-
ments is out of water,” he
said.

Scratch your artistic

itch at NWFA Gallery

COOK- Experienced
and novice artists alike
are welcome to partake in
the art experiences com-
ing up at the Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gallery
in Cook.

“Painting Flowers
With Tempera Paint” by
Ely artist Cecilia Rolan-
do will be held on Friday,
Sept. 29 from 1-4 p.m.

In “Sew A Heart,”
learn Kathy Lovgren’s
piecing/quilting technique
for making this design eas-
ier and less cumbersome
to construct. Fabric kits
and twisted heart template
supplied. The two-day
class will be Wednesday
and Thursday, Sept. 20-21.

Coming up in De-
cember is “Acrylic : Paint
A Small Canvas,” a class
with Brenna Kohlhase
scheduled for Saturday
Dec.2 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Registration for all
classes is required by call-
ing 218-666-2153.

Open Art Mondays
with host artist Jody Feist
welcomes all artists to
drop in at the gallery’s
classroom, the Wolfe Den,
from 6 to 8 p.m. each

Monday, no registration

required.
Special exhibits
for September include

“Drawn From Nature: Pen
and Ink Drawings” by Jim
DeVries and ‘“Reflections
on a Waterlily” by the
Open Art Group. Exhib-
its are available for view-
ing during regular gallery
hours on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays
from 10 am.-4 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1
p-m. The gallery is located
at 210 S River St.

Responders to
host take-out soup

benefit on Sept. 30

BEAR RIVER- A
take-out soup meal fund-
raiser to benefit Northeast
Itasca Rescue and Bear-
ville First Responders will
be Saturday, Sept. 30 at
the Bear River School.

Soup options will be
creamy chicken wild rice
or hearty vegetable beef
for $10.

Organizers  request
that you call or text your
order to 218-969-9217 by
Wednesday, Sept. 27.

The drive-through
pickup at Bear River
School will open at 4:30

COMMUNITY NEWS

p.m. on Sept. 30 and close
at 6 p.m.

Cook Hospital to
hold health fair

on Sept. 16

COOK- Cook Hospi-
tal will stage a health fair
at the hospital on Satur-
day, Sept. 16 from 9 a.m.-
noon.

In addition to educa-
tional activities, the fair
will feature food, vendors,
a kids’ area, and more.
Come meet the fair’s fea-
tured guest, Mrs. Petite
USA Rachel Betterley.

Prizes offered at the
event include the grand
prize, a Traeger grill, and
$500 and $250 gift cards
from Zup’s and a $500 gift
card from F&D Meats.

Cook library offers

literacy kits

COOK- The Cook
Public Library is excited
to launch a new collec-
tion of early learning kits
available for check out
with a library card. The
kits focus on reading,
math, engineering, sci-
ence and nature. Each kit
comes with a carrying bag
and contains books, games

and hands-on learning ac-
tivities for preschool and
elementary aged kids.

Kits will be ready to
check out the last week of
September. Checkout pe-
riod is 4 weeks.

This project was made
possible by a Dollar Gen-

eral Literacy Grant and
support from the Friends
of the Cook Public Li-
brary.

Also available in Sep-
tember are Take and Cre-
ate Art Kits for Finnish
Paper Stars by the Duluth
Folk School. Kits include

supplies to create two
to three unique stars, in-
cluding card stock paper
strips, glue stick, scissors,
string, and an instructional
printout for different star
styles. For more informa-
tion call 218-666-2210.

TIMBER DAYS

Cook’s Annual Timber Days committee members presented a check

in the amount of $2,000 to the Cook Firemen’s Relief Association on
Thursday, Aug. 31. The funds are proceeds from raffle ticket sales
during Timber Days 2023. Pictured are, from left, committee members
Marty Yourczek, Carrolle Wood, Diane Brunner, Mo Fontana, Shirley
Baumgartner, and Cook firefighters Bruce Keister and Tim Mankowski.

submitted photo
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Council approves rate increase at Hoodoo Point

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
TOWER — The city council
here, on Monday, approved a
ten-percent increase in the sea-
sonal rate for RV campers at the
Hoodoo Point Campground, but
not before hearing from several
of those affected by the change.
With the rate increase and
other campground issues on
the agenda, nearly 20 seasonal
campground residents turned
out at the meeting to voice their
opinions. Longtime camper Greta
Tuominen spoke for many of the
residents, requesting that the city
allow residents to maintain sheds
and other improvements, such as
decks,ontheir campsites and that
electrical service be upgraded to
50 amp. Currently, the service is
limited to 30 amp on most sites.
Residents seemed resigned
to arate increase. “We recognize
costs will need to increase as
the city’s costs increase,” said
Tuominen, reading from a pre-
pared statement. “But we hope
any increases are in line with
recent cost-of-living increases.”
The city has increasingly
relied on the campground profits
for help fund some city ser-
vices, particularly the ambulance
service, so it was no surprise
that the council opted for a rate
increase. Council members noted
that it had been a few years since
they had raised rates, although the
city had begun torequire residents
to pay for their own electrical
service last year.
Clerk-treasurer Michael
Schultz presented the council
with rates from other RV parks
in the area, which appeared to
show Hoodoo Point was on the
low end. Schultz said a ten-per-
cent increase would put Hoodoo
Point in line with other area
campgrounds. “So, that’s why
that number was picked, because
it puts us sort of right in the ball-

LAWSUIT...Continued from page 1

Approves preliminary five percent increase in levy for next year

park here,” he said.

Council member Kevin
Norby noted that McKinley
Park Campground was currently
charging $3,200 per season, or
$200 more than Hoodoo Point.
“I think we should be at least
matching them,” said Norby. “In
my mind, Hoodoo Point’s abetter
campground... you guys have a
lot more space than McKinley
has.”

Setterberg noted that a ten
percent increase would put
Hoodoo Pointslightly higher than
McKinley, but council members
were comfortable with that and
approved the increase on a 3-0
vote, with council members Joe
Morin and Josh Zika absent from
the meeting.

The council also opted to
place a moratorium on any new
improvements to camper lots
until they can discuss the lease
provisions, which clearly limit
the number of sheds or storage
bins to one per site and require
prior written approval for such
improvements. Campers urged
the council to allow any existing
improvements, such as decks or
multiple sheds, to be “grandfa-
thered in” even if they opt to
begin enforcing the lease provi-
sions in the future. One camper
noted that the sheds help keep the
sites looking orderly by keeping
lawnmowers and other tools
and equipment tucked away and
secure.

But campground manager
Randy Prattexpressed frustration
with some campers and the lack
of communication. “The biggest
problem I have is that things are
being done without seeking per-
mission or even talking to us,”
he said, noting that a camper had
recently begun building a deck
and was halfway done before he
found out about it. “We have a

shed in a site that I don’t think
is really in their site that was
put up.” Pratt said he and his
wife Julie were responsible for
managing the campground, but
thatbecomes more difficult when
people don’t follow the rules or
don’t communicate. “There’s a
certain core of people who just
refuse to do it,” he said. “And
this isn’t the first time we’ve had
a problem. It’s an ongoing thing
and it’s very upsetting that it goes
in one ear and out the other. It’s
one of those things that’s ‘let’s do
it and ask for forgiveness later.””

“We get it,” said Mayor
Dave Setterberg. “And that’s
why the moratorium, everything
has to stop right now until we can
actually look and see when things
were documented.”

In other action, the council
approved a five percent prelim-
inary levy increase for 2024,
with the caveat that they hope to
reduce that to zero percent by the
time the final levy is approved in
December. Under state law, local
units of government must set their
preliminary levies by Sept.30 but
haveuntil Dec. 28 to approve their
final levies. Once a preliminary
levy is set, it can not be raised,
but it can be reduced.

Council members and city
staff will be reviewing spending
for next year over the next couple
months. The city is also expecting
nearly $80,000 in new revenues
next year, which should signifi-
cantly help the city’s bottom line.

Setterberg discussed the
city’s financial situation just
ahead of the levy discussion as
part of a state of the city report he
presented to the council. Overall,
Setterberg set a positive tone for
the city, noting that the city’s
financial picture has improved
considerably over the past three
years. The city’s general fund

account balance has increased
from $301,601 at the end of
2020 to $507,541 as of Aug. 31
of this year. Virtually all of that
increase is due to a fund balance
of $189,532 in the Hoodoo Point
account as of the end of August.
That compares to just $10,834 in
that same account as of the end
of 2020.

Setterberg noted that the
city will make its final $50,000
payment to the League of
Minnesota Cities in 2024, which
should significantly improve the
city’s finances going forward.
The city took out an emergency
loan from the League in 2019 to
address a severe cash flow crisis
stemming from city overspend-
ing, mostly on projects.

Setterberg noted that com-
munity interest and involvement
in the city and its operations
continues to be high, with numer-
ous volunteers involved with a
number of community organi-
zations. “We have great support
in a lot of different groups,” he
said. “On TEDA, we had at least
four people that asked to get on
the board when there was an
opening.”

Setterberg noted a number
of city achievements over the
past year, including completing
the new kayak landing and trail-
head, the repaving and extension
of a portion of Main Street that
extends to the new kayak landing.
He also mentioned ongoing trails
work, and improvements to the
historic fire hall.

Setterberg also discussed
ongoing work to bring new
housing to the community,
planned upgrades to the train
depot and mini-park area and an
upcoming decision on the pur-
chase of the county public works
facility on Marina Drive.

Setterberg made note of

several revenue increases on tap
for 2024, including a $10,000
increase in local government aid,
an $18,000 allotment in public
safety aid and a one-time payment
of $21,000 in small cities assis-
tance. He also noted that the city
can anticipate at least $20,000
in proceeds from the former
Gunderson Trust, which is now
managed by the Duluth-Superior
Community Foundation, as well
asincreased payments for lake lot
leases due to a recent appraisal.
Setterberg said the new revenues,
combined, amount to about 20
percent of the city’s total levy.

Overall, Setterberg said,
the state of the city is good, it is
stronger than last year and is still
trending in the right direction.

Inotherbusiness, the council:

» Heard from Schultz that
the LCCMR’s legislative com-
mittee will be visiting the city
later this month to review the
work completed around the
harbor and on the kayak landing
and trailhead.

» Approved a change order
on the depot roof project that
reduced the cost of the project
by $2.450.

» Approved amotiontohave
SEH put the planned drinking
water treatment facility out for
bid. The city has $3.375 million
in Army Corps funding secured
and is currently pursuing multi-
ple other avenues for additional
funding support. The current
engineer’s estimate is around $6
million.

» Approved the hiring of
Jon Ross as a new member of the
Tower Fire Department, pending
a background check.

» Approved a motion to
post for anew seasonal worker to
replace Chaz Hanna, whorecently
left the area.

tory rights granted to the
public that are deemed to
be unsupported by law,
science, or are unreason-
able.

The government and
intervenors in the case had
argued thatthe APA did not
apply to two of the issues
raised by Twin Metals and
Franconiabecause the APA
waives the government’s
sovereign immunity only in
instances where the rights
of plaintiffs are derived
from federal statute. In
the case of the two mining
companies, however, the
judge noted that the rights
the companies were assert-
ing, which included a right
to a third lease renewal
based on the terms of a
lease originally issued to
the International Nickel
Co.in 1966, were based on
contract language, rather
than statute.

“Twin Metals asserts
that its right to successive
lease renewals and its pro-
cedural rights stem from
two seemingly non-con-
tractual sources: “mining

laws and regulations” and
“the Government’s obliga-
tionnottoactarbitrarily and
capriciously,” wrote Judge
Cooper. “But neither law
gives rise to these asserted
rights. The rights flow
instead from the underlying
lease agreements.”
Federal law and pre-
vious case law has already
established that the stan-
dards and procedures of the
APA do not automatically
apply to contract disputes
involving the government.
The decision does not
prohibit Twin Metals or
Franconia from seeking
damages for breach of
contract in the U.S. Court
of Claims under the Tucker
Act, but the prospects
for that seem doubtful as
well. Federal lawyers have
consistently argued that the
companies’ rightto renewal
of theleases was contingent
on the commencement of
mining operations within
the initial 20-year term of
the lease, which expired
in the 1980s without any
mining activity. Because of

INCIDENT...Continued from page 1

The Ely Fire Department
dispatched multiple units to
extinguish the structure fire,
which appears to have been
confined mostly to the interi-
or. The extent of the damage
was not known as of press
time. Most of the firefighters
had left the fire scene by 1 p.m.

Anoccupantof the home,
identified on scanner traffic
only as “Gillson,” fled the res-
idence in a white panel truck.
He left a shotgun in the yard
but was presumed by law
enforcement to be armed with
a handgun. Gillson drove
down Cty. Rd. 21 toward
Babbitt, sparking a high-
speed pursuit by multiple law
enforcement agencies includ-
ing the East Range Police, the
Babbitt PD, the Ely PD, and
the St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Office.

that failure and other regu-
lations pertaining to federal
hardrock mineral leasing,
Interior Department
lawyers have maintained
since the Reagan adminis-
tration that renewal of the
1966 leases was discre-
tionary.

New lease applications

and mine plan

The judge also dis-
missed the claim by Twin
Metals that the Interior
Department’s rejection of
its applications for addi-
tional preference right
leases as well as its submit-
ted mine plan were arbitrary
and capricious.

“Under the applicable
regulations, Interior is
required to reject ‘dis-
cretionary’ applications
for use of land subject to
segregation...” wrote the
judge, noting that at the
time the agency rejected
the applications, the U.S.
Forest Service had already
submitted its request for a
mineral withdrawal within
the area that Twin Metals

sought to lease. “Because
BLM had no discretion
in the decision to reject
the [preference right lease
applications], the decision
could not be arbitrary and
capricious.”

Twin Metals argued
that the government
was legally obligated to
approve its lease applica-
tions because it had found
valuable mineral deposits.
Under federal law, that can
give prospectors the right
to a lease, but the judge
noted that the law that
pertains to national forests
in Minnesota, U.S.C. 16:
508b, “has no provision
granting the holders of
prospecting permits a lease
right upon the discov-
ery of valuable deposits.”
Rather, the judge noted that
U.S.C. 16: 508b gives the
Forest Service the right to
approve or deny a mining
application on the Superior
National Forest.

Likewise,other federal
law “provides that BLM
willreject [preference right
lease applications] if ‘the

surface managing agency
does not consent to the
lease,”” noted the judge in
his ruling.

The judge found simi-
larly in rejecting the com-
panies’ complaint that the
BLM’srejectionof its mine
plan of operations was arbi-
trary and capricious. “Twin
Metals advances three the-
ories,butnone state aclaim
to relief that is plausible on
its face,” wrote the judge.

Twin Metals had
earlier appealed the rejec-
tion of the mine plan to
the Interior Board of Land
Appeals, but that body
ruled in April 2022 that
Twin Metals’ appeal was
moot since the mine plan
depended on leases that
had already been canceled.

Reaction limited
Eighth District Rep.
Pete Stauber expressed
his disappointment with
the ruling. “This deci-
sion is just more proof
that we need substantive
permitting reform in this
country,” he said. “We

simply cannot afford to
have good mining projects
caught up in endless litiga-
tion and extended delays.
As we do nothing, adver-
sarial nations like China
are rapidly producing the
critical minerals necessary
forevery aspectof our daily
lives.”

Representatives of the
Campaign to Save the
Boundary Waters saw
a different message in
the ruling. “Twin Metals
tried to force renewal
of terminated federal
mining leases next to the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness,” said
Ingrid Lyons, executive
director of the Campaign to
Save the Boundary Waters.
“The United States govern-
ment followed the rule of
law and moved to dismiss
this unlawful lawsuit. We
are one step closer to per-
manent protection for the
Boundary Waters water-
shed.”

The driver turned right
on County Road 904 north of
Babbitt with law enforcement
in hot pursuit. Then the driver
abandoned the vehicle, with
at least one tire blown out,
approximately 1,000 yards
from the intersection of the
Virginia-Ely Road and Cty.
Rd. 583 in Waasa Township.
From there, he fled on foot
across a field with police
officers still in pursuit. The
Timberjay received multi-
ple verbal reports that the
fugitive was tased as he
was subdued. The Babbitt
Ambulance responded to the
pursuit scene to transport the
driver after he was taken into
custody.

Police Chief Chad Houde
was on scene documenting the
incident. He had no comment
as of the Timberjay’s press

time, noting that the incident
was still under active inves-
tigation.

Gillson was involved
in another unusual incident
last month, which resulted
in felony charges, including
discharging a firearm in city
limits. A woman occupant of
the home called 911 around
3 p.m., on Aug. 20, stating
that Gillson was holding her
hostage,causing the Ely PD to
respond to the scene. Gillson
allegedly also shot out the
front tires of a vehicle parked
in front of the home as the
woman tried to drive away.
He also discharged a shotgun
at the garage door.

The Timberjay will have
more on thisincident as details
become available.

photo by C. Clark

Jason Gillson allegedly fled his home on E. Boundary St. in Ely
in this white panel truck. He abandoned the truck approximately
1,000 yards from the intersection of Cty. Rd. 21 and Cty. Rd. 583
in Waasa Township.
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TEDA green lights harbor concept plan that includes hotel

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER— The Tower
Economic Development
Authority has given aunanimous
green light to a concept plan that
would bring a hotel, an adjacent
commercial space, and a handful
of second-floor apartments to the
city’s harbor. The plan would
also include the construction of
as many as 23 condominiums
and 19 small, short-term rental
cottages on approximately 23
acres north of the harbor located
between the East Two River and
Marina Drive.

The combined development,
which would be undertaken by
Tower Vision 2025, remains in
the early planning stages and
TEDA'’s approval at its Sept. 7
meeting is no guarantee that the
final development will move
forward but it allows Tower
Vision and its new architect,Ryan
Arola,of Duluth, to develop more
detailed plans and projections.

Arola led the presentation
to the TEDA board and he high-
lighted an L-shaped, 50-room
hotel that would have high visi-
bility from Hwy. 169 as people

enter town. He said the adjacent
commercial space could provide
opportunity for businesses cater-
ing to hotel guests, such as bike
or kayak rentals, dining, spas, or
similar services. The second story
of the structure would have room
for 3-4 apartments with views
overlooking the harbor.

Once the concept is fully
developed, the major backers of
the proposed project, including
Your Boat Club co-owner Luke
Kujawa and Jamie Tatge, head
of Leisure Hotels and Resorts,
would develop the financial
projections as part of a pro forma
that would go to potential funders,
most likely venture capitalists.
At this point, the TEDA board
is anticipating that construction
will begin in 2024, although it
isn’t clear at this point which
portions of the overall project
will advance first.

The development of the river
cottages and condominiums is
contingent on an agreement
between TEDA, Tower Vision
2025, and Kujawa, to purchase
5.02 acres of TEDA-owned prop-
erty located along the east side of
Marina Drive.Kujawahas already
purchased the 18 acres adjacent
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A concept plan given a preliminary okay by the TEDA board calls for a hotel and additional
mixed commercial/residential space at the harbor, with most residential development slated
to take place on the north side of Hwy. 169 on the former Mesojedec property.

to the TEDA property, formerly
owned by the Mesojedec family.
Under the concept approved by
TEDA, the 18 acres would house
the river cottages and several
additional condominium units.
The current concept plan
would utilize TEDA’s Marina
Drive property to access the entire
combined site as well as provide
space for the construction of

approximately 16 condominiums.
The sale of both the Marina Drive
property as well as the land around
the harbor would be subject to
development agreements with
construction timelines and claw
back provisions should the project
not move forward.

In other TEDA action, the
board toured the newly renovated
Vermilion Country School, which

was a major TEDA project this
year. While the work is nearly
completed, executive director
Marshall Helmberger said he’s
putting together a punch list of the
handful of small items that remain
undone. Itappears the project will
come inunder TEDA’s $400,000
budget.

Planning and Zoning denies variance request for tiny home

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- A request
from Daniel Eveleth to
build a home smaller
than allowed by the city’s
current zoning ordinance
was denied for failing to
meet the standards set in
statute for the granting of a
variance. Under state law,
variances from the estab-
lished zoning rules can only

be granted if the request
meets a three-factor test,
including reasonableness,
the physical uniqueness of
the property (such as topog-
raphy, not the preferences
of the landowner or the eco-
nomic costs), and that the
change will not affect the
essential character of the
surrounding neighborhood
orthe city’s comprehensive
plan.

The lot in question, on

the 700 block of N. Second
St. is zoned Residential-3,
where current zoning reg-
ulations require any res-
idential structure to be a
minimum of 20 ft. by 20
ft. in size.

Eveleth said his plans
called for two walls that are
over 20’ in length, but two
that are shorter than 20°,
though a side deck would
bring that widthto20°. The
house would siton a poured

concrete footing with wood
skirting. Eveleth said hislot
is low and subject to flood-
ing, and the cost to fill the
lot to create a larger space
for ahouse was “extremely
high.”

Eveleth noted that
his plan would meet all
required setbacks, and that
the size of the home was not
that different from others
in the area. The lot also
includes a garage.

“I plan to make this
property a nice residence,”
he wrote in his application,
“and to become a long-
term taxpayer and user of
services in Tower.I am not
just a vacationer here.”

But economic factors,
good or bad, are not fac-
tored into the legal reasons
to grant a variance.

According to infor-
mation put out by the
Minnesota Department of

Labor and Industry, tiny
homes range from 100 to
400 sq. ft., excluding any
lofts.

City clerk-treasurer
Michael Schultz said the
issue of tiny homes is
something the Planning and
Zoning Commission will
consider as part of areview
the city’s ordinance and
that adjustments to permit
homes of this size in the
future could be made.

LIVES...Continued from page 1

a true story,” said director
Mary Lou Conaway, “with
documented facts. To me,
that’s probably the scariest
part.”

Sarah Packa, of
Hibbing, played the
lead character Catherine
Donahue. “Tlove the strong
characters in this show and
that the playwright high-
lights women’s stories,”
she said.

“I was amazed by the
strength of these women,”
Conaway said. “They were
making good money for the

STUDY ...Continued from page 1

in 2008 to collect elevation
data across the entire state
using a technology called
LIDAR — “light detection
and ranging.” It’s an older
technology, invented in
the 1960s that can map the
ground surface with great
detail and accuracy, as
well as simultaneously map
objects above the ground,
like buildings, roads, and
trees.

Because the equip-
ment to collect LIDAR
data must be flown by
slow aircraft close to the
ground, LIDAR surveys
are expensive, labor-in-
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time, working innocently
for an industry where
profit topped safety. Then
fighting for their lives and
rejected by friends and
neighbors.”

“These Shining Lives”
was written by Duluth
native, Melanie Marnich.
The play, set in the 1920s
and 1930s, is the fictionized
story of four women who
worked for the Radium Dial
Company —an actual watch
factory based in Ottawa,
Ill. The play showcases
the danger women faced

in this workplace and
highlights the wider lack
of concern companies had
for protecting the health of
their employees. The four
women highlighted in the
play become fast friends
and support each other
through the doubts, illness,
and the trials. The company
may have stolen their
health, but they couldn’t
take their spirits.

The production opened
at the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center, with three
shows Sept. 10-12.

But anyone who
missed those performanc-
es can see the play at the
Gilbert City Auditorium, 17
N. Broadway, on Sept. 22
and 23 at 7 p.m., and Sept.
24 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are
$20 at the door.

Find outmore athttps://
www.onthestage.tickets/
stages-of-the-range-play-
ers.

The play is directed
by Mary Lou Conaway,
with assistant director Nina
Kampf,and producer Mary
McReynolds. Sets were

produced by Pete Pellinen
and lighting and sound
was by Mason Nroll. The
cast includes Sarah Packa,
Tavia Melhus, Marlys
Goerdt, Jamie Patterson,
Sam Papin, Tom Moe, and
Pete Pellinen.

Upcoming productions
for Stages of the Range
Playersincluding a“War of
the Worlds” dinner theater
at Giants Ridge in October,
and a New Year’s Eve
mystery dinner at the Iron
Trail Motors Event Center
in December. The group

is a co-op style member
organization, with the cast
and crew having “skin in
the game” when it comes
to the productions.

The performances are
made possible, in part,
through a grant from the
Arrowhead Regional Arts
Council thanks to appro-
priations from the state
Legislature’s General
Fund.

tensive, and require much
more data processing that
simpler techniques. Despite
the time and expense,
Minnesota embarked on
collecting LIDAR for the
whole state.

Minnesota’s LIDAR
data, managed by the
Department of Natural
Resources, made the current
research possible because it
captured the ground surface
of the peatlands burned in
the 2021 Greenwood fire
prior to the burn.

BSU and USFS per-
sonnel recently collected
a new LIDAR dataset of

the Greenwood fire scar.
Professor Nancy Glenn’s
research group in the BSA
Geosciences Department
sent out two researchers,
Josh Enterkine and Thomas
Van Der Weide, to fly
BSU’s drone mounted
LIDAR equipment. BSU
has a long history of
working with the USFS
and other federal and state
agencies which manage
forests and fight wildfires.

The BSU researchers
were aided on the ground
by USEFS staff who helped
maintain safe skies for the
low-flying drone, some-

times climbing trees to
establish good lines of
sight. The data collection
phase of the project started
on Aug. 28 and finished on
Sept. 2.

Kolka, who is with the
USFS Northern Research
Station, is enthusiastic over
what the data will show.
“We’ve collected vegeta-
tion data, soil cores and
made adetailedfire severity
map of the fire scar.”

That post-fire LIDAR
data will be compared
with the pre-fire dataset
to determine the loss of
peatland elevation from

the wildfire.In 2022, USFS
soils staff collected peat-
land soil cores across a
range of peatland ecosys-
tems and burn severities
within the Greenwood Fire
burn perimeter. Further
laboratory analyses from
those samples, along with
measured losses in peatland
elevation will allow Forest
Service research scien-
tists to estimate overall
loss of carbon and other
greenhouse gases from the
peatlands after the wildfire.

Peatlands are the
largest, natural, terres-
trial carbon sink and are
believed to store more

carbon than all other veg-
etation types in the world
combined. The USFS can
be more proactive with
forest management in and
around these climate-sen-
sitive peatlands by under-
standing how fires affect
them. More than a third of
the forest area in northern
Minnesota is comprised of
peatlands.

The area of the study is
in Superior National Forest,
mostly in Lake County:
south of Hwy. 1 and east
of Cty. Rd. 2, west of the
Stony River, and north of
Greenwood Lake.

Is your grip starting to slip?
CARE FOR YOUR HANDS

September 19, 2023, at 4:00 pm
EBCH Multi-Purpose Room

Join EBCH's Deb Bradt, PT, and Certified Hand
Therapist with over 30 years of experience, and learn
how to modify your daily routine, beneficial exercises,
and simple ways to adapt for less pain and better

function in your hands.

Printed handouts and samples of adaptive tools and
techniques will be available for you to try during the
class. Contact the EBCH Therapy Department at
218-365-8755 for more details.

Ely-Bloomenson ?218-365-3271

Community Hospital

328 W. Conan St.
Ely, MN 55731
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Search continuing for missing Gheen man

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

GHEEN— The search for
Glenn Stevenson, a Willow
Valley Township man with
Parkinson’s disease who went
missing Sept. 2 near Gheen, has
been fruitless as of Tuesday, but
authorities haven’t given up on
finding him.

Official ground searches of
the Gheen area had been suspend-
ed as of Monday, according to St.
Louis County Sheriff’s Office
lead investigator Andrew Feiro.

“The investigation is still
currently active,” Feiro told the
Timberjay on Monday.“There are
current plans to continue further
ground searches with a smaller
group within the week with
specialized search and rescue
canines.”

Feiro estimated that sheriff’s
office personnel and St. Louis
County Rescue Squad members

Specialized canines to be deployed to assist in the search

Glenn Stevenson

have spent about 33 hours active-
ly searching for Stevenson and
investigating his disappearance.

“A majority of the searches
have been conducted by foot,
which includes St. Louis County
Rescue Squad members trained
in tracking,” Feiro said. “Several
flights have been conducted with
drones by the St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office.”

Feiro noted that the rescue
squad routinely assists the sher-
iff’s office with ground searches,
as its volunteers are specially
trained in search and rescue.

Searchers have been
combing a large area near Gheen
where Stevenson’s cell phone is
believed to be by pinging it. Feiro
explained how a cell phone ping
in arural area such as Gheenisn’t
ableto exactly pinpointaphone’s
location in the same way a GPS
signal might.

“Cell phone locating can be
more difficult in rural locations
due to numerous factors,” he
said. “The location of the phone
can be more or less accurate with
the make and model of the cell
phone, whichincludes the age and
working condition of the phone.”
The more cell towers that have
contact with a phone the more

ELY SCHOOLS

precisely a rescuer can pinpoint
its location. Butinrural areas like
Gheen, where there may only be
one or two cell towers accessing
a phone, pinged locations tend
to be less precise. Hills and tree
coverage can also reduce accu-
racy. “As a result, the accuracy
of phone pings can range from
a few feet to miles,” said Feiro.

Feiro said it was unknown at
this time if Stevenson may have
left the area.

Family, friends and neigh-
bors of Stevenson have been
actively involved in searching for
him as well, Feiro said, although
those efforts have not been coor-
dinated with the sheriff’s office.
Volunteers have combed miles
on foot, horseback, and in vehi-
cles looking for any clue as to
Stevenson’s whereabouts.

“We are thankful for the

family, friends, and residents of
Gheen who have assisted in the
search for Glenn Stevenson,”
Feiro said.“Weunderstand this is
a difficult time and our thoughts
are with the family and friends
of Glenn.”

Stevenson has been without
his Parkinson’s medications since
Sept. 2, and his sister Kathy said
she believed it was possible that
he was suffering from a paranoid
delusion when he disappeared.

“He’s probably running away
from people because he thinks
we’re going to do something to
him,” she said.

Feiro said the sheriff’s office
isn’tready to give up on the search
for Stevenson yet.

“As long as the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Office receives
tips and leads to investigate, we
will continue to search for Glenn,”
he said. “We will exhaust all
relevant tools and resources that
are available.”

Ely high school gym floor should be back in action soon

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY-Thenew gymna-
sium floor at Ely Memorial
High School should be
ready for use next month,
reported Facilities Director
Tim Leeson at the Sept.
11 meeting of the Ely
School Board. The floor
was severely damaged last
March by water from a
burst pipe.

“The floor will be
painted by Thursday,”
Leesonstated. Heexplained
thatafter the paintis dry,the
floor will receive multiple
clear surface coats. “The
last coat ... has to cure for
two weeks” before it can be
used, Leeson said.

In a short 29 minute
meeting, Superintendent
Anne Oelke reported that
2023-24 enrollment is
down six students from the
previous school year.

“Last year, we had an
enrollment of 536 students
with large graduating class
andonly 19 students signed
up forKindergarten,” Oelke
said, “but we had 529 stu-
dents enrolled at the start
of school and we picked
up another student during
the first week.”

In other action, the
board:

> Approved the cer-
tification of the proposed
maximum payable 2024
levy. The proposed levy
certification amount is

for the Truth In Taxation
budget meeting for
Monday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.
inthe school board meeting
room on the 2nd floor of the
Ely Memorial High School
Building.

>» Approved the
August financial report,
with receipts in the amount
of $1,665 438 and disburse-
ments in the amount of
$619,088.

» Approved the ice
arena contract for the
2023-24 contract between
ISD 696 and the Ely Blue
Line Club. The club is a
nonprofitformed to support
amateur hockey in Ely. The
contract is for $14,000 and
all vending machine and
food concession revenue,
excluding school fundrais-
ing activities. Inreturn, Ely
Blue Line will provide the
routine maintenance and
operation of the ice arena.

> Hired Nick Bates
for the part-time Science/
Social Studies high school
teaching position for the
2023-24 school year, effec-
tive Sept. 5.

>» Approved the
request from Max Gantt, the
K-12 Physical Education/
Health teacher, for parental
leave from Oct.2toNov. 3,
under the Family Medical
Leave Act.

» Accepted the August
resignations of Erika
Peterson and Kali Moro
from their paraprofessional
positions.

agreement was approved
by Ely at the Sept. 5 city
council meeting.

>» Approved an
increase in the school dis-
trict’s cyber insurance cov-
erage to $1 million through
Vaaler Insurance with the

additional premium of
$671 for the remainder of
the policy year from Sept.
15, 2023, through July 1,
2024.The coverage covers
both ransomware attack
demands and computer
restoration costs for after

attacks.

» Accepted a $725
donationfromthe ElyParent
Teacher Organization for
the Elementary Field Trip
Fund and a $508 donation
from the Ely Veterans of
Foreign Wars for school

lunch accounts and school
supplies.

ELY MARATHON ROUTE INFORMATION

TRAFFIC IMPACTED-Saturday, Sept. 23

52, Louls: County, WRDOT, the Cities of Ely and Winton, Townships of Fall and Morse and
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Minnesota Department of
Education, but the board
certifies the maximum
amount as a routine step in
its budgeting process. The
budget for the district will
be finalized in December.

> Approved the date

> Approved the third
reading and adopted revised
policy 450-“At Will.”

» Approved the pro-
posed contracting of the
city of Ely’sfirstclass boiler
operator on an as-needed
basis for the school facili-
ties’ boilers. The proposed

HYDRANT

FLUSHING

City of Tower
will be
flushing hydrants

Monday, Sept. 25

starting at 10 a.m.

Residents should expect
discolored water.

Course.
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ELY- The three-day
Harvest Moon Festival
wrapped up the end of the
summer with mostly pleas-
ant weather and a few
patches of light rain on Sat-
urday. Several local crafters
and artists were among the
almost 100 vendors selling
their wares.

The Chamber of Com-
merce, which runs the
event, gave out awards in
three categories: art, craft
goods, and local storefront
window  decoration for
brick-and-mortar business-
es in Ely.

The winners in the craft
category were: first place—
Good Wolf Bowl from By-
ron, second place—Pharr
Thrown Pottery from Ely,
and third place — Blue Earth
Pottery from Ely.

The winners in the art
category were: first place—
Smokey  Pottery  from
Andover, second place—
Dafne Caruso of Ely, and
third place—Superior Pho-

Grant to help Sisu Herltage continue housebarn

by CATIE CLARK
ly Editor

WAASA- Sisu Heri-
tage of Embarrass held its
yearly Community Night
Out last Sunday evening,
and this year, the nonprof-
it had a lot to celebrate,
including a $150,000 state
grant to continue the res-
toration of the historic
Seitaniemi housebarn.

The free event, which
drew over 200 people,
featured live music by Big
T and the Growlers, who
performed a wide selec-
tion of classic R&B and
rock favorites. The volun-
teers of Sisu Heritage sold
slices of homemade pie
during the event and sold
out of their ever-popular
chili. The event was held
on the grounds of the Seit-
aniemi housebarn, which
was open for touring.

The grant

With plenty of help
from state Rep. Dave Lis-
legard, Sisu Heritage se-
cured a $150,000 grant to
continue the longstanding
restoration on the Seita-
niemi housebarn, which
is listed on the National
Register of Historic Plac-
es. “We’ll use the money
to continue our resto-

FESTIVAL SEASON

Artists honored at Harvest Moon Festival

tographs from St. Cloud.

The first-place winners
in both the art and craft
categories receive $175
off for one booth space for
next year’s festival. The
second-place winners re-
ceive $87.50 off and the
third-place winners receive
$43.75 off.

The Harvest Moon Fes-
tival runs simultaneously
with Harvest Business Days
for brick-and-mortar busi-
nesses in Ely. The cham-
ber ran a contest for local
businesses to decorate their
storefront windows. The
winners of this competi-

SR
w

tion were: first place—Blue
Loon Gallery and Bou-
tique, second place—Ely
Lakes and Pines of Keller
Williams Realty, and third
place—Ely Flower and
Seed. The first prize is $225
off of a 2023-24 Ely Cham-
ber of Commerce member-
ship. The second prize is
$150 off and the third prize
is $100 off.

! cooperative store. He may

! his two sons the skills he

common in the 19th and
early 20th centuries in
northern Europe, but they
never became as popu-
lar in the U.S. Most were
built in the upper Midwest
by German or Scandina-

indicate that Seitaniemi
also sold pulp wood to the

also have worked for the
railroad in Embarrass.
Seitaniemi taught

restoration

ration of the Seitaniemi
housebarn,” Sisu Heritage
board member Ron Sutton
(above) told the Timber-
Jjay.

The housebarn

“(Alex)  Seitaniemi
moved to the U.S. from
Finland and first worked
in Ely. He later bought
these 80 acres here in
Waasa  Township and
started building his house-
barn in 1907, Sutton said.

Seitaniemi  worked
on building his housebarn
with his two sons through
1913.

Members of the Seit-
aniemi family occupied
the property up until the
late 1990s when Bill Seit-
aniemi, the last of Alex’s
three children, passed

away. Accordlng to Sut-
ton, the Seitaniemi family
kept dairy cows and pro-
duced hay, small grains,
potatoes, and other veg-
etables. “Seitaniemi sold
milk, cream, and produce
to the cooperative store in
Embarrass,” Sutton said.
Historical documents filed
with the National Register

PESHEL &

learned in Finland for log
construction in the Finn-
ish style, using broad axes
to cut keyed square-set
logs. “You can see how

S well the log ends fit tight-

ly,” Sutton said, pointing
out the fine construction
of the logs at the house-
barn corners.”

The housebarn is a
rare surviving example of
Finnish log architecture
that prevailed between
1880 and the 1930s.
Housebarns combine both
living spaces for people
and barn space for live-
stock, which increases the
retention of heat during
cold weather. They were

'$k.

Acco U NTI NG 218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89| Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

:
FREE FLU SHOTS

Friday, Sept. 22, 11-5pm ......... Glow Run in Whiteside Park

Thursday, Oct. 5, 8am-Noon & 2-6pm ....Grand Ely Lodge

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 3-7pm ..........Parent/Teacher Conferences

Wednesday, Oct. 11, 3-7pm .....Parent/Teacher Conferences

Thursday, Oct. 26.......cccvvumevnnnnnnnaaas Business Wellness Day
Contact jmartin@ebch.org to add your business to the schedule

Thursday, Oct. 26, 9-Noon.............. Babbitt Municipal Gym

(218) 365-8739 - www.ebch.org - 328 W. Conan St. -

—D\.o!'!

Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital

Ely, MN 55731

vian immigrants like Alex
Seitaniemi.

The housebarn was
one of only two surviving
examples of this unusual
building style in Minneso-
ta when it was placed on
the National Register of
Historic Places in 1990.

Left: Girls did some
browsing at the
Coconut Dreams
skincare booth.

Below left: Many flavors
of maple syrup were for
sale.

Below: Local Ely artist
and business owner
Dafne Caruso was
pleased to win one

of this year’s festival
awards at the Harvest
Moon Festival.
photos by C. Clark

It earned its place on the
National Register as “an
example of a rare building
type ... embodying the
settlement and traditional
log architecture of rural
St. Louis County’s Finn-
ish American farmers.”

The housebarn is one
of only three built in the
nation by a Finn. Today, it
is the only one left stand-
ing, underscoring its his-
torical importance.
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Come and see
| our new
I~ Pickleball Court!

'

|

@
\_

open to
the public

KUGLER TOWNSHIP

_~PICNIC~_

Sunday, September 17

food will be provided
pEE

3to 6 PM
at the Kugler Town Hall

~

o8 CHEVROLET+COOK

2023 Chevrolet
Trailblazer LS - j,

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

VYA WASCHKE FAMILY Hrs

M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN
218-666-5901 « 1-800-238-4545

Donald G
Gardner
Humam ies
Trus

Fall 2023
Grant Applications

Now Open

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Apply online at: gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
September 27th

For help with applications contact:
Peter Schamber, Executive Director

info@gardnertrust.org | 218-365-2639
Office hours (in City Hall) Fri 3pm—5pm or by appointment
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Grizzlies fall hard to Mustangs

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

KELLIHER- The North
Woods Grizzlies came out flat and
fell behind early Friday against
Kelliher-Northome, falling 28-0
on the road for their first loss of
the season.

North Woods received the
opening kick and started at theirown
27 but was unable to move the ball
and faced a fourth-and-10. Lined
up to punt, the snap sailed over the
head of punter Rogelio Noyes, who
ran back toward the goal line to

recover it and attempted to lateral
the ball to ateammate. The officials
deemed the toss an illegal forward
pass and gave K-H the ball at the
one-yard-line.

When Head Coach Joel
Anderson asked about the call, an
official was heard telling him that
the punter can’t pass the ball in that
situation. That interpretation was at
odds with history, where punters
have often keyed trick plays by
passing the ball for first downs.
Anderson’s appeal fell on deaf ears,
and the Mustangs quickly cashedin,
scoring on a one-yard plunge to go
up 6-0 with less than two minutes

Right: North Woods’ Rogelio
Noyes sets up to block a
Mustangs defender.

photo by D. Colburn

elapsedinthe game.The conversion
attempt was no good.

The Grizzlies found themselves
in a hole again on the ensuing
kickoff, which bounced past the
kick returners and was covered by
John Warren at the eight-yard-line.
Four plays later Noyes lined up to
punt again from the six and got off

See FOOTBALL..pg 2B

First loss for Grizzlies

Team continues to look sharp, going 2-1 in the week’s action

FIELD TWP — The North
Woods volleyball team won five
consecutive matches to open the
season, but they couldn’t make it
six on Tuesday at home against
South Ridge, with the Panthers
coming from behind for the 3-1
match win.

This clash was a battle royale
from the start, with all the action
and excitement a pure volleyball
fan could ask for. The teams were
evenly matched with seven ties
through 14-14. A South Ridge
surge put the Panthers up 19-15,
but the Grizzlies came roaring
back to tie the game at 19-19 when
a Panthers hit sailed wide. South
Ridge went up 21-19 on a kill and
a North Woods miscue,but a River
Cheney block and a clever quick
hitter by Talise Goodsky brought
the Grizzlies back even. The score
was tied at 24 when Addy Hartway
slammed a shot to put North Woods

VOLLEYBALL

Above: North Woods’ Addy
Hartway goes up high for a
block during their clash with
Deer River on Monday.

Right: Talise Goodsky
focuses intently on a set
assist.

photos by D. Colburn

up by one, and Isabel Pascuzzi
closed out the win with a crosscourt
smash, 26-24.

North Woods took control of
the second set early with a 4-0
run that put them up 9-5, and the
Grizzlies extended that to seven
points at 18-11, appearing to have
the set well in hand. Still trailing
22-16,the Panthers began chipping
away at the deficit, and trailed by
only two, 23-21, when Cheney
scored a kill to give the Grizzlies
the serve and three set points to

See GRIZZLIES..pg. 2B
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Near misses plague Ely in 16-0 loss

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

SANDSTONE —
Defense and a big rushing
performance by senior Deegan
Richards were the bright spots
for Ely as the Timberwolves
kept East Central solidly in
check for much of their contest
at Bruce Harding Field last
Friday. But the Eagles broke

through twice, once at short
range after a fumble recov-
ery near Ely’s red zone, and
another on a fourth-quarter
drive made possible by a
40-plus yard run on a third-
and-long,tonotch a 16-0 win.

“We had a lot of trouble
moving the ball downfield,”
said Ely Head Coach Louie
Gerzin. “CreditEast Central —
they had a good game plan

against our offense.”

Ely had its opportuni-
ties. On the final play from
scrimmage in the first half,
Richards, playing at quar-
terback, broke through the
defense at Ely’s 32-yard line
and raced East Central’s lone
safety to the end zone. It was a
race that Richards would lose
on East Central’s two-yard
line, as time ran out. “That’s

a pretty big high followed by
a big low,” said Gerzin of the
missed chance to put points
on the board.

Ely had another oppor-
tunity in the fourth quarter
when Richards picked off
an East Central pass at the
Eagles’ 30-yard line. But the
pick didn’t change the game’s

See ELY BOYS..pg 2B

VOLLEYBALL

Wolves
on a roll

Ely notches eight
straight sets to win
Greenway tourney

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GREENWAY — Last season, the
Timberwolves notched a perfect 25-0
regular season record on the volleyball
court. This year, it looks as though the
team has its eyes on a repeat.

The Wolves looked indomitable as
they blew past four other teams here on
Saturday dominating the Greenway tour-
nament, winning eight straight sets on the
day.Apolished Greenway squad gave the
Wolves their toughest competition, even
as Ely took both sets 25-23 and 25-20.

Junior Lilli Rechichi and senior
Hannah Penke led the way offensively
in the match, with ten and nine kills
respectively and 11 digs apiece. Junior
Clare Thomas added four kills and nine
digs while freshman Audrey Kallberg
posted five kills and four digs. Senior
setter Sarah Visser tallied 16 assists and
nine digs.

The Wolves had little trouble with
Cherry, as they downed the Tigers 25-11,
25-8.Rechichi powered the way with 12
kills. Thomas added five kills and six ace
serves, while Penke posted four kills and

See WOLVES..pg 2B

CROSS COUNTRY

Burckhardt
tops at Titan

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

COLERAINE- North Woods/
South Ridge cross country runner Alex
Burckhardt nabbed his first big win of the
season on Thursday, Sept. 7 at the GNK
Titan Invitational in Coleraine.

Racing in a field of 83 runners rep-
resenting 11 different schools, junior
Burckhardt eclipsed them all by touring
the Eagle Ridge Golf Course 5K circuit
in 17 minutes, 8.1 seconds, 14 seconds
faster than runner-up Levi Danielson of
Greenway. South Ridge teammate Sawyer
FierkeLepp wasn’t far behind in fifth with
atime of 17:27.1.

Grizzly sophomore Lincoln
Antikainen placed 46th for the Panthers
with a time of 19:20.2, and North Woods
seventh grader Kahlil Spears placed 47th
in the varsity race in 19:23.1.

In the girls varsity SK, North Woods
senior Evelyn Brodeen clocked a time
of 19:51.1 for sixth place to lead the
Panthers. Eighth grader Zoey Burckhardt
nailed down 14th with a time of 20:43.1,
and junior Addison Burckhardt finished
16th with atime 0of 20:52.1. North Woods
runner Rory Bundy also competed,
running a 27:20.2 and finishing 76th.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Wolves make solid showing at Titan Invitational

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

COLERAINE—Ely cross
country runners made a solid
impression at last Thursday’s
Titan Invitational at the Eagle
Ridge golf course. The Ely girls

finished in fifth place among 11
mostly much larger schools, while
the boy finished in eighth place.

Ely freshman Molly Brophy
posted the highest finish among
individual racers from Ely,
scoring a time of 20:09.1, good
for eighth place in a field of 85
runners. Ely senior Claire Blauch

NER/Ely swimmers post

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BABBITT —Northeast
Range/Ely swimmers posted a
couple first-place varsity finishes
in their meet with Rock Ridge on
Tuesday.

The NER/Ely 400 freestyle

relay team of Tuuli Koivisto,
Sabrah Hart, Emelia Swenson,
and Alli Krekelberg topped the
field in their contest with a time
of 5:22.73. Hart claimed an indi-
vidual first in the 100 backstroke
with a time of 1:29.82.

“We’re having a great
season,” said Head Coach Cheri

finished in 37th place with a time
of 22:26.2, while fellow senior
Grace LaTourell finished 44th
with a time of 23:24.2.

For the boys, junior Caid
Chittum led the way for Ely, fin-
ishing in 26th place with a time
of 18:19.2. Junior Silas Solum
finished in 34th with time of

SWIMMING

18:35.2.

“This was a good meet,” said
longtime Ely Head Coach Jayne
Dusich. “Everyone improved in
their times from the first meet.
I think they are getting more
comfortable with how they should
race and how to push themselves
so0 yes it does hurt sometimes.”

Dusich noted that the
Coleraine course will be the site
for the Oct. 26 section meet. “So
it was good to be able to race it
before then,” she said.

The Wolvesrunnersheadtoa
meetin Grand Rapids on Tuesday.

firsts in home meet with Rock Ridge

DeBeltz. We may not be winning
the meets but with swimming that
is a unique thing because each of
the swimmers can and have been
improving so much. We have
such ayoung team they are really
stepping up and swimming some
great times!”

The team also notched some

second place performances in
events with multiple competitors.
In the 200 medley relay, the team
of Koivisto, Anna Larson, Via
DeBeltz, and Alyssa Ice notched
a second place finish with a time
of 2:19.23.

DeBeltz finished as an indi-
vidual in the 200 freestyle, while

the team of DeBeltz, Ice, Larson
and Swenson took second in the
200 freestyle relay with a time
of 2:01.05.

Rock Ridge, a much larger
school, topped the meet overall,
with 50 total points to 31 for
NER/Ely.

ELY BOYS...Continued from page 1B

momentum as the Wolves,
once again, couldn’t move
the ball. Four plays later,
they turned it over ondowns
at the 32.

The Wolves also ben-
efitted from good field
possession as East Central
struggled with their punt
special team, leaving the
Wolves to start near mid-
field on several occasions.

The Eagles, by con-
trast, made Ely’s lone turn-

over hurtin the first quarter
when they recovered a
Wolves fumble on the Ely
25-yard line. The Eagles
pushed it up the middle
to put six on the board,
culminating in a quick pass
from the three-yard line.
They added two more on
the conversion and took
the 8-0 lead into the break.

The Wolves simply
lost ground offensively
through the second half

FOOTBALL...Continued from page 1B

a kick that was fielded at
the North Woods 35 and
returned to just inside the
five. The Mustangs had
their second one-play drive
and score of the night on a
touchdown pass that put
the Mustangs up 12-0 with
8:14 remaining in the first
quarter.

North Woods took
over at their own 35 when
the Mustangs’ kickoff
rolled out of bounds, and
the Grizzlies offense put
together their longest drive
of the scoreless night.
Kaden Gornick gave the
Grizzlies a first down at
the 46 with a strong third-
and-sevenrun,and quarter-
back Trajen Barto reversed
direction on a sweep and
scampered for another first
down at the Mustangs 40.

Barto got the call again on
third-and five, and a K-N
facemask penalty gave
North Woods another first
down at the Mustang’s 21.

However, Barto was
shaken up on the play and
had to come out, leaving
the Grizzlies offense to
operate with Gornick and
Nick Abramson in the
backfield. Direct snaps to
both running backs netted
only three yards, and fol-
lowing a Grizzlies time
out Gornick lofted a pass
that was picked off by the
Mustangs.

North Woods defen-
sive back Mason Rutchasky
returned the favor on the
next K-N possession.
Running stride for stride
with a Mustang receiver
on a deep post pattern,

as the Eagles consistently
brought down Ely runners
in the backfield or swatted
away their few feeble pass
attempts.

East Central had only
marginally better success
moving the ball, with most
drives ending four-and-out.

“Credit our defense,
too,” said Gerzin. “They
definitely performed.”

The Eagles scored their
second touchdown on their

only sustained drive of the
game,whichbegan on their
own 32-yardline.On athird
and long, the Eagles broke
aback through the line and
took it to the Ely 27. With
a first down, East Central
took it home on their next
play.The conversionupped
their winning marginto 16.

Richards had a huge
night for Ely, rushing
for 150 yards, on top of
an interception and five

tackles. Freshman Alex
Merriman added 35 yards
rushing and eight tackles,
while junior Brady Eaton
rushed for 25 yards and
led Ely in tackles with 12.
Seniors Gavin Marshall
and Chase Anderson tallied
eight tackles apice while
junior Garrett Rohr brought
down seven Mustang
rushers.

The loss dropped the
Wolves’ record to 0-2 as

they work toward Friday’s
home game with alarge and
physical team from South
Ridge. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

The Wolves will be
working in the meantime
to get the offense back on
track. “I don’t think we
need anew playbook,” said
Gerzin. “We’ve got a lot of
young guys out there and
they justneed to do a better
job of executing the plays
we already have.”

Rutchasky leapt high and
won the fight for the ball,
giving North Woods new
life at their own 36.

The Grizzlies got
another big defensive stop
on the next K-N series
when Gornick recovered
a Mustang fumble at the
North Woods 34.

The Grizzlies defense
did a good job overall of
containing the Mustangs,
who put up 62 points in
their season opener, from
the second quarter onward,
giving up only two touch-
downs the rest of the game.
K-N put together a 60-yard
scoring drive in the second
quarter, and gave up a
34-yard touchdown run
early in the fourth quarter.

“We had a kind of a
roughstartthere,” Anderson

said. ““We spotted them 12
in the very first part of the
first quarter, but I thought
we responded defensively
and we came back and
really played well, the rest
of the game. Offensively
we were able to move the
ball at times, and then we
kind of shot ourselves in
the foot and went back-
wards. We did some good
things, we saw some of
our younger guys step up
in places, so we go back to
the drawing board,and we
keep workingevery week to
try to get better and better.”

But despite the lack
of scoring on Friday,
Anderson said he feels
good about where his team
isearly in the season, given
their youth.

“Young teams have a

tendency after a big win
and a great game to have
a little lull and not be as
mentally prepared for the
next game,” he said. “We
saw that here tonight,espe-
cially at the start. We had
a couple of guys come off
a little bit dinged up and
we had to go with what
we had available at times,
and I thought the guys we
had to move around did a
great job.”

Gornick led the
Grizzlies on offense with
69 yards on 19 carries.
James Yernatich picked
up some late game playing
time in the backfield and
finished as the Grizzlies’
second leading rusher with
32 yards in six carries. The
Grizzlies misfired through
the air, failing to complete

a pass.

Defensively,
Rutchasky collected six
tackles and four assists to
go along with his intercep-
tion. Barto had six unas-
sisted tackles, and Carson
Johnson had four tackles
and four assists.

The Grizzlies were
scheduled to be on the road
again Friday at Mt. Iron-
Buhl. The Rangers have
put up 133 points in their
first two games, including
a 67-0 win over common
foe Lake of the Woods,
who North Woods defeated
46-12 in week one. The
Grizzlies’ next home game
will be Sept. 22 against
Littlefork-Big Falls.

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

eightdigs. Visseradded ten
assists and four digs.

The Wolves let the
Bluestreaks get as close
as 25-21 in the first set,

Rechichi posted seven
kills and ten digs. Thomas
tallied five kills and nine
digs, while Kallberg con-
tributed with four kills and
but kicked it into high nine digs. Visser posted 14
gear in the second to drop  assests and eight digs and
Chisholm25-10.Penkeled freshman Amelia Penke
the way in kills with ten added eight assists and
and added eightdigs,while five digs.

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

work with. thelead tonineat 18-9.The
But the Panthers dug Grizzlies gamely fought
deep into their bag of nine  back to within fourat20-16,
lives and used three on a butthat wasascloseasthey
pair of kills and a block to  would get as the Panthers
even the score at 24-24. It close out the match win
was the Grizzlies’ turn to  with a 25-16 victory.
stave off a match point at Deer River
25-24,with Lauren Burnett The Grizzlies put on a

laun(;:hlrtlg antillrcthfmg b(?(t:}ll(' clinic in Tuesday’s home
ward return that found the oy against Deer River

deep left corner. The teams showing how a better team

tSied 2}1:&6 ci 27,and flgl? eéorel should take care of business
outhRidgescored thefina againsta weaker opponent.

twopoints forthebig30-28 hotly contested rivalry

com?rlilacf ng.' dn’ in past seasons, this year’s
closs didntappear  yy, rjorg squad simply
to deflate the Grizzlies as didn’t have the talent they

guclﬁ as it, emEolciiienel:d the 1 eeded to compete with the
anthers In the final two . hot Grizzlies.

sets. From an 11-11 tie in North Woods was

set threie ,fS(})luth Ridge tfo;)lk firing on all cylinders with
control of the tempo of the ;¢ serving, passing, and

gz{tc}if nevert lftt'ﬁng the hitting twisting Deer River
" r12z1es c?ln TOLINE SEIVE 4t knots trying to defend
or more than a point or againstthem.The Grizzlies

two. The Panther§ steadily breezed through the match,
pulled away to win 25-18. winning 25-15,23-12, and
Riding their momen- 55 1} ’ ’

tumétgipaél.t heﬁs?rokiout Head Coach Kandi
toa5-0Olea 1'nteourt.set Olson commend-
andnever trailed, stretching ed her team on staying

Against I-Falls, the
Wolvesdominated through-
out, winning 25-12,25-13.
Rechichi posted nine kills
while Thomas added five
and Penke four along with
eight digs. Kallberg posted
nine digs while senior
Aubrey Gerlovich added
six digs. Sophomore Sadie

Rechichi tallied six digs and
three ace serves.

For the Wolves,
Saturday’s pummeling of
Cherry came just two days
after they easily outpaced
the Tigers in straight sets,
winning 25-15, 25-11,
25-11 on Cherry’s home
court.

Rechichi had a huge
match, posting 16 kills, 11
digs,and fouraces. Hannah
Penke added ten kills and
11 digs, while Kallberg
added eight kills and five
digs. Thomas posted five
kills and seven digs, while
Visser tallied 26 assists.

The Wolves were set

to visitAuroraon Thursday
to take on Mesabi East.
They will be back in Ely on
Monday to host Lakeview
Christian Academy. They
travel to I-Falls on Tuesday
for a rematch with the
Broncos.

focused in the match.
“Deer River can always
come out hot and we
wanted to make sure that
we were playing our best
game coming out of the gate
tonight and I think we did
that,” Olson said. “The best
thing thathappened tonight
isthatthey kepttheirenergy
up all night and didn’t let
anything tear them down.
We have been working on
our focus, and the big thing
we wanted to do today was
to make sure that when we
had one or two things go
wrong that we regained our
focus and got the ball back
right away.”

Olson gave a good deal
of credit for the win to the
Grizzlies’ serving.

“Our kids are just
tough servers,” she said.
“We talk a lot in practice
about where to put the ball,
and those kids are seasoned.
They know where to put it,
and most of the time I don’t
have to tell them anything.
They just know where the

ball needs to go.”

Olson said the match
was also somewhat of a
breakout affair for senior
Addy Hartway.

“Addy had a killer
game,” Olson said. “I think
this was probably one of the
best games I’ve ever seen
her play,and I’m so excited
for her because she’s just
been getting better all
season long.”

Mesabi East

The Giants of Mesabi
East invaded the home of
the Grizzlies on Thursday
with enough weaponry to
pose a stout challenge to
the host, but the Grizzlies
dispatched their foes in
straight sets.

The teams battled back
andforthtoa 12-12tieinthe
first set, and then Burnett
gave the Grizzlies the lead
for good with a big kill.
The Giants remained close
at 20-18, but North Woods
took charge and finished
with a 25-20 win.

The second set was

hotly contested with the
teams tied seven times
through 18-18. North
Woods opened a three-
point edge on three con-
secutive Giants errors, but
Mesabi East battled back to
tie the score again with an
ace, 24-24. Burnett scored
on a little bump shot to an
open hole in the defense,
and a Giants kill shot sailed
wide to hand the set to the
Grizzlies 26-24.

Down 2-0, the Giants
refused to go quietly in
the third set. Mesabi East
hitters found the mark
and kept North Woods off

balance as the Giants forged
a 13-8 advantage. But the
Grizzles regained their
composure and method-
ically worked their way
back, taking a 19-18 lead
when a Giants kill shot
sailed past the end line.
After getting called for a
double that tied the score,
Cheney fired back with a
kill to put North Woods
in the lead again. A push
shot by Hartway gave the
Grizzlies a 23-20 lead, and
it was Hartway again, this
time with a block, who
scored the final point in a
25-22 win.
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New COVID boosters available; area seeing uptick in cases

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
gave its approval to newly for-
mulated COVID booster shots
on Monday, clearing the way
for distribution at a time when
COVID rates around the coun-
try have been rising. But ques-
tions remain about who should
and who will get the shots.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control weighed in on
Tuesday with its recommen-
dations for who should get the
shots, and that would be nearly
everyone. CDC Director Mandy
Cohen announced that the CDC
advisory panel recommends that
all Amercans over the age of six
months receive the new boost-
er shots, a position in line with
what the FDA approved the day
before.

“We have more tools than
ever to prevent the worst out-
comes from COVID-19,” Co-
hen said.

Some health officials had
argued that the recommendation
should target those at higher risk
of severe illness from the virus,
including those over age 65 and
those with complicating under-
lying conditions. CDC advisory
board member Beth Bell rein-
forced that sentiment.

“There are robust benefits
of vaccination on severe illness,
on death, on long covid,” she
said. “The messaging needs to
make clear that for older peo-
ple and those with underlying
health conditions, they really
need to get a booster.”

The booster could be avail-
able at some providers within
48 hours following the CDC’s
announcement.

The new boosters were for-
mulated to combat the XBB.1.5
variant of the Omicron COVID
strain that was prevalent in the
spring and early summer, but
now constitutes less than one
percent of cases nationwide.

job was in Carrington,
N.D., as a science teach-
er and basketball coach.

Research conducted by Moder-
na and Pfizer indicates that the
boosters should be equally ef-
fective against currently circu-
lating variants. Past shots have
been shown to provide a short-
term boost of immunity against
contracting COVID for several
months, and long-term protec-
tion against the likelihood of se-
vere illness, hospitalization and
death from a COVID infection.

However, the dismally low
public acceptance of the last
COVID booster introduced in
Sept. 2022 raises significant
doubts about how these new
shots will be embraced. Only 20
percent of those who were eligi-
ble to receive the 2022 booster
actually got one. And that was
before the number of cases lead-
ing to hospitalization or death
fell this summer to a pandemic
low. With new COVID variants
shown to carry no greater risk
for serious illness than past ones
and with an estimated 95 per-
cent of the population carrying
some level of immunity against
COVID from prior shots or in-
fections, the landscape is much
different from when the pan-
demic was at its peak.

Current surge

While the overwhelming
shift to home testing for COVID
has rendered case counts inac-
curate, the CDC’s current stan-
dard of using hospitalizations
as a measure of COVID activity
clearly indicates that COVID is
having a significant resurgence.

An uptick in both hospital-
izations and deaths nationwide
began in July and has continued
to advance weekly since then.
Data from the last week in Au-
gust reflected the ongoing trend,
with hospitalizations increasing
18 percent from the prior week
and deaths increasing by 16 per-
cent. However, the actual num-
bers were less than half of the
same period in August 2022 for
hospitalizations and deaths were
80 percent lower.

In St. Louis County, the
CDC reported 23 new hospi-

Jim’s first teaching

vided a peaceful getaway
that he and his family en-
joyed for decades. Upon
retirement,

tal admissions for COVID for
the week ending Sept. 2. a 9.5
percent increase from the prior
week. The University of Min-
nesota wastewater tracking of
COVID viral load in northeast
Minnesota has been showing a
steady increase since late July,
although the most recent mea-
surement showed a slight de-
cline. Anecdotally, reports of
new COVID infections have
been heard through the com-
munities in the North Country
— almost everyone, it seems,
knows of someone who has had
COVID recently.

But the CDC’s national map
of county-by-county COVID
levels reflects a vastly different
picture than during past COVID
surges. All counties in Minneso-
ta, Wisconsin, North and South
Dakota are rated low for COVID
levels, while seven counties in
Iowa are rated at moderate or
high. The CDC map shows the
greatest virus activity in the
South and Southeast, with the
highest concentration of moder-
ate transmission in Florida.

Noted infectious disease ex-
pert Michael Osterholm, direc-
tor of the Center for Infectious
Disease Research and Policy at
the University of Minnesota,
offered his take on the current
COVID landscape during his
regular podcast last week.

“I think that one silver lin-
ing has been that the overall
numbers remain at just a fraction
of what they’ve been through-
out the majority of the first three
years of the pandemic,” he said.
“We are not going back to the
pandemic experience of 2020
to 2022, I have no doubt about
that when we just look at what
happened last summer, in 2022,
when nearly 38,000 Americans
were hospitalized with COVID
compared to 13,000 now. Like-
wise, weekly deaths last sum-
mer reached 3,400, more than
five times higher than they are
right now. Again, I’'m not shrug-
ging off what’s happening. I
think it’s a very, very significant
public health situation.”

Osterholm  noted  that ing activity. But fortunately, it
Knackstedt of Russell, Ariz., and Carmel, Ind.
Kansas; eight siblings, She is survived by her

James and

Bud Knackstedt,
cy (Wayne) Woodyard,

schools in Oklahoma and Cali-
fornia have been closed due to
COVID infections, and school
outbreaks have been reported in
at least 14 different states.

He also took aim at the in-
creasing chatter among far right
COVID detractors that the cur-
rent increase in cases will be
used by liberal politicians to
reimpose mask mandates and
lockdowns. Osterholm said he
doesn’t see that happening.

“Right now, we seem to be
stuck in a narrative about is there
going to be a national mandate
for masking again as case num-
bers increase,” Osterholm said.
“this has become a hot button
issue on news media shows.
I’'m getting lots of emails and
reporter questions about this is-
sue and let me just make it clear
we should not let that happen
again. Do I believe we will ever
mandate masking as we’ve talk-
ed about in this country? The
answer is absolutely no. I just
don’t think that’s ever going to
be a reality. And I wish we could
avoid that whole discussion be-
cause it really takes us nowhere
except a big black hole.”

Osterholm also emphasized
that people will always have the
choice to take protective mea-
sures against COVID.

“So, you can still wear re-
spiratory protection, i.e. an
NO95 (mask) appropriately worn
-- that’s your choice, you can
do that,” he said. “You can get
your booster when it comes out,
which will be within just the
next two weeks. You can figure
out if you want to test family
members when you get togeth-
er for family events, just to be
sure someone’s not bringing the
virus in or at least reducing the
likelihood they’d bring the vi-
rus in. These are all things that
are still in our control. These
are with us. No government, no
public body is going to tell you
you can or can’t do that. We’re
learning to live with COVID in
all of its unfortunate scenarios
that we can imagine. But right
now, we have truly an increas-

Nan-

daughter, Linda Irene (Bu-
chanan) Akin; grandchil-

still is much, much lower than it
was over much of the past three
years.”

Getting a booster

The new COVID boosters
were expected to be available
through community health clin-
ics, hospitals and pharmacies
that order the new shots. Unlike
earlier stages of the pandemic,
when the federal government
spent over $30 billion to buy
millions of doses, distribution
and costs for the new booster
will be largely borne by the pri-
vate sector.

Vaccinators will be pur-
chasing the boosters through
the regular commercial mar-
ket, with many having already
pre-ordered boosters and ship-
ments beginning after the CDC
gave its approval. Doses could
be available in some locations
by the end of the week, but
patients should contact their
preferred vaccinator to find out
about scheduling arrangements.

Moderna and Pfizer have
said they will be charging $130
per dose, far higher than the
$30 per dose they charged when
the government was the buyer.
Demonstrated low demand for
the last booster released by the
companies is believed to be a
driving factor in the price in-
crease.

However, most Americans
will still be able to get a boost-
er shot for free. Private insurers
should cover the cost as a pre-
ventive treatment, unless some-
one chooses to get their shot
from an out-of-network provid-
er. Medicare will continue to
pay for COVID shots, and those
on Medicare Advantage plans
who use in-network providers
will also be covered. Uninsured
Americans, approximately 35
million, will be able to have
the cost of their shots covered
at health clinics, local health
departments, and pharmacies
through the federal govern-
ment’s Bridge Access Program,
which is set up to provide con-
tinued free access for the unin-
sured through 2024.

Leonard E. Levar Jr.

Leonard Edward Le-
var Jr., 75, of Babbitt,
passed away peacefully at

James D. Keranen

James Donald “Jim”
Keranen, 94, of Grand
Rapids, passed away sur-
rounded by family in the
early morning hours of
Sunday, Sept. 3, 2023, at
Majestic Pines Senior Liv-
ing in Grand Rapids. The
family would like to thank
St. Croix Hospice for all
of their support during
this time. Funeral services
were held on Wednesday,
Sept. 13 at Zion Lutheran
Church in Grand Rapids
with Pastor Ben B. Bu-
chanan officiating. Full
military honors were ren-
dered. Arrangements were
with Rowe Funeral Home
and Cremation Services of
Grand Rapids.

James was born on
March 18, 1929, in Sou-
dan, to John and Saima
(Branwall) Keranen. He
graduated from Soudan
High School, where he
was part of the Tow-
er-Soudan Golden Eagles
basketball team that went
to the state champion-
ship. He turned down a
basketball scholarship to
Syracuse, because his dad
said it was too far away
from home and family.

Jim continued his
education at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Dulu-
th where he received his
BA in education. He con-
tinued his education, re-
ceiving his masters in Ed.
Administration at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota.

During this teaching as-
signment, he met and mar-
ried third-grade teacher
Ruth Almeda Hauser, on
June 18, 1957. Jim contin-
ued teaching high school
science along with coach-
ing basketball and football
in Nashwauk, Minn. Jim’s
first administration as-
signment was in Warroad,
where he served as the
high school principal. Jim
continued assignments as
principal in Big Fork and
Grand Rapids. During his
tenure at Grand Rapids
High School, he imple-
mented the first IB (Inter-
national  Baccalaureate)
program in the state of
Minnesota in 1983. One
of his proudest accom-
plishments at Grand Rap-
ids High School was the
creation of a broad-based
comprehensive  program
of vocational offerings
which included machine
shop, welding, auto me-
chanics, printing, business
courses, home construc-
tion, and forestry to name
a few. The program he
started was the first of its
kind in the state.

James served in the
United States Marie Corps
from 1951-1953 as a Cor-
poral in the Korean War.
He was an avid outdoors-
man. He was a Finn with
sisu. His interests includ-
ed hunting, fishing, and
sports, primarily the Min-
nesota Twins. Lake Ver-
milion was a special place
for James. His parents
built a cabin on Lake Ver-
milion. James, with help
from Almeda, worked to
acquire land adjacent to
theirs and built his own
cabin, starting immediate-
ly after his honeymoon.
The remote cabin was ac-
cessible by boat and pro-

Almeda spent almost 30
years as residents at their
property in Fort Myers
Beach, Fla.

James is survived
by his wife of 66 years,
Ruth Almeda Keranen of
Grand Rapids; daughter,
Lisa (Blake) Toms of Ma-
ple Grove; daughter, Amy
Keranen of Cohasset; son,
Jimmer (Brenda) Ker-
anen of Pengilly; and two
grandsons, Alex and Brent
Keranen, in whom he in-
stilled his love of the out-
doors, as they too are avid
hunters and fishermen.

He was preceded
in death by his parents,
John and Saima Keranen;
brother, Edward Keranen;
and sister, Dorothy Ker-
anen Early.

Michael J. Skraba

Michael John “Mike”
Skraba, 58, of Cook,
passed away on Sunday,
Sept. 10, 2023. A grave-
side committal will be
held at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 23 at St. Brid-
get’s Cemetery, followed
by a luncheon at the VFW
in Cook. Arrangements
are with Mlaker Funeral
Home of Cook.

Robert C. Oliva

Robert Charley
“Basswood Bob” Oliva,
62, of Ely, originally of
Kansas, tragically lost his
life in an automobile ac-
cident near his home on
Thursday, Aug. 24, 2023.
Services will be held on
Friday, Sept. 15 at Pohl-
man-Varner-Peeler Mor-
tuary in Russell, Kansas.
A celebration of life will
be held in Ely at a later
date.

He is survived by his
adoptive mother, June

James (Debra) Oliva, Bar-
bara Volle, David Goza,
Deborah (Don) Johnson
and Alvin Goza, all of
Kan., and Dennis (Beth)
Knackstedt of Missou-
ri; and many other fami-
ly members, friends and
neighbors.

Virgie L. Mull

Virgie Lee Mull, 102,
of Carmel, Ind., passed
away on Sunday, Sept.
10, 2023. Visitation will
be held from 12 noon to
2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept.
17 at Leppert Mortuaries
Carmel Chapel followed
by a funeral service at 2
p-m. Entombment in a
mausoleum with her hus-
band Woody Mull and her
mother will occur on Mon-
day, Sept. 18 at Graceland
Cemetery in Valparaiso,
Ind. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to the
Marcy Smith Critical Care
Nursing Scholarship at the
Indiana University Foun-
dation. Arrangements are
with Leppert Mortuaries
of Carmel.

Virgie was born to
Charlie and Lily Burns on
a farm west of Lubbock,
Texas, on June 30, 1921.
She also lived in Chester-
ton, Ind., Pelican Lake-
Orr, Minn., Sun City,

dren, Julie Lynne (John)
Faas and Eric “Rick” De-
wayne (Noelle) Akin; and
great-grandchildren, Jona-
than, Justin (Cammie) and
Jamie Faas, Izabelle and
Clark Akin.

She was preceded in
death by her husbands,
William Guy “Buster” Bu-
chanan and Elwood James
“Woody” Mull; grand-
parents, John Christopher
Jerome and Emily Burns
and William and Lau-
ra Stith; parents; sisters,
Goldena Charlene (Ben)
Pethe and Levena Clarissa
(Jim) Chafey; and son-in-
law, Dewayne Akin.

Loretta A. Johnson
Loretta Alma John-
son, 84, of Cook, passed
away peacefully with her
daughter by her side on
Thursday, Sept. 7, 2023.
There will be no services
per her wishes. Arrange-
ments are with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home of Cook.

his Bear Island Lake home
on Friday, Sept. 8, 2023,
after a second battle with
cancer. A Memorial Mass
will be held at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 30 at St.
Pius X Catholic Church in
Babbitt with Rev. Fr. Den-
nis Hoffman presiding.
Family and friends may
gather one hour prior to
the service at the church.
Family arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by
his wife of 47 years,
Marcelle; son, Nicholas
(AnnMarie);  grandson,
Carter; granddog, Trig-
ger; sister-in-law, Margy
(Tom) Blauert; brothers-
in-law, Jimmy (Patty)
Medure, Phillip (Sue) Me-
dure, David (Dianna) Me-
dure, Jon (Sandy) Medure
and Pat (Donna) Medure;
special cousins, Steve,
Tom, Frank and Andy
Levar; and several nieces
and nephews.

Ely Blue Line
Hockey Association
is Seeking...

Ice Arena Assistant & Coaches
for the 2023-24 season

* Ice Arena Assistant

Up to 20 hours per week, starting wage $12/hour
For more information, contact: Joseph Carter 320-761-6132
or joseph-carter@hotmail.com

* Volunteer Coaches for Many Levels

Learn from experienced coaches, travel reimbursement
and training provided
For more information, contact Tim Hegman 218-235-8099
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HUNTING

“It should be a phenomenal season”

Grouse season gets underway this Saturday

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The 2023 ruffed
grouse season looks to be one of the
best in northern Minnesota in years,
thanks to what appears to be outstand-
ing reproduction thanks toa warm,dry
month of June.

Most young grouse hatch in late
May or early June and they’re most
vulnerable to harsh weather conditions
in their first few weeks.

Cold, wet weather, which used to
berelatively common in May and June

in northern Minnesota, has become
much less frequent and that appears
to be working to the benefit of ruffed
grouse numbers in the region.

“I'think grouse hunting should be
phenomenal this year,” said Jessica
Holmes, DNR wildlife manager in
the Tower area. “We’re getting really
good brood number reports.”

The 2023 season gets underway
this Saturday, Sept. 16 and Holmes
predicts that hunters will find plenty

BEAR SEASON

of birds in the woods.

With abundant public land,
hunters in the DNR’s Tower work
area will find plenty of places to hunt.
The work area also maintains 83 miles
of hunter walking trails, which were
recently mowed in preparation for the
season. Those are likely to provide
excellent hunting opportunity for
hunters looking to work some exercise

See GROUSE..pg. 5B

Right:

With good
numbers of
drumming
grouse this
spring and
a warm and
dry June, the
fall ruffed
grouse
outlook
appears
strong.

file photo

Bear registrations down significantly

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL —Bear registrations
through the first 11 days of the season
were down 30 percent this year, as
hunters were hampered by plentiful
natural bear foods and the record heat that
settled in over the Labor Day weekend.
Hot weather typically moves most bear
activity to cooler nighttime hours, after
legal hunting hours.

As a result, bear registrations were
down, even over last year, which saw
registrations drop by a third over 2021’s
numbers. Jessica Holmes, wildlife
manager for the DNR’s Tower area
office, said the drop in registrations was
expected given the conditions and the
decline in the number of permits issued
in much of northeastern Minnesota.

The drop in registrations is no
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melons and squash for optimal

Right: Ben Burns, age 16, and his

father Steve pose with the nice bear

shot by Ben earlier this month as
clients of the Udovich Guide
Service.

Courtesy Udovich Guide Service

surprise to longtime bear guide Dennis
Udovich, of Greaney. “The heat was
really unreal,” he said. “It definitely
wasn’t normal.” His dozen clients did
manage to take seven bears, which was
down from a usual success rate of about

80 percent for his clients.

Udovich said heavier cover seemed
to be more productive, perhaps because
the bears were sticking to shadier loca-
tions in the heat. All that cover did make
shots tougher for hunters and Udovich
said a couple of his clients passed on
good sized bears when a clear shot never

See BEARS..;pg. 5B

HARVEST TIME

Left: Butternut
squash are
ripe when
their skin is
tan without
the mottling
apparent in
unripe squash.
Therindina
mature squash
is also hard

to dent with a
fingernail.

Below: Look
for a bright
yellow spot
under a ripe
watermelon.
When
snapped with
a finger, it
should make
a dull thud.

Courtesy Univ. of
MN Extension

When to pick your cucurbits

EGIONAL — As
the North Country’s
growing season winds

down, local gardeners may
be wondering when the time
is right to harvest some of
the cucurbits, like

ripeness.
Ripening basics
Fruit and vegetables are

typically assigned to two cate-
gories that define their ripening

behaviors.

squash or melons,
that they’ve grown
this year. According
to the University of
Minnesota Extension
Service, guidelines
for harvesting crops
like watermelons,
melons and squash

fusi d your kitchen counter.
gffteencocr(l)tilt:::ligcti?y i 4 | Commonexamplesof
) fruits thatri ffth
Fumersand g | MARSIALL | il
ers often struggle to HELMBERGER !

Fruits and vege-
tables that continue
to ripen off the vine

You can harvest
these fruits and vege-
tables before they are
fully ready and they’1l
continue to ripen on

bananas, peaches and

pick melons at the
right time and find that they are
either flavorless or mushy and
overripe.

The Extension Service
offers the following tips to help
you determine when to harvest

Fruits and vegetables that
do not ripen after harvest

Once removed from the
plant,
these fruits and vegetables will

tomatoes.

the sugar content of

not increase, and so plcklng at
exactly the right time is import-
ant for flavor. These fruits and watermelon.

vegetables can still go bad if
left out, but they tend to have

a longer shelf life, and they See HARVEST 22 5B

will not get sweeter. Examples
include grapes, strawberries and

Sometimes ripening is

Wildflower Watch

This week’s featured flower
STIFF GOLDENROD

It’s definitely the year for
Stiff Goldenrod Solidago rigida,
which is blooming in recently
disturbed locations, like roadsides,
right now.

These plants grow from 2-4
feet high and are topped with a
loose cluster of bright yellow
flowers. It’s told from the more
common Canada Goldenrod by
its light green stem and leaves.
While the basal leaves can be
long, the upper leaves are short,
roundish, and fuzzy, easily distin-
guishing them from the leaves of
the Canada Goldenrod, which are
long, narrow, and pointed as well
as a darker green. It’s an excellent
source of food for pollinators in
late summer and fall.

Outdoors briefly

Naturalist-led kayak
paddle set for Oct. 8
at Lost Lake SNA

REGIONAL— If you’d like
to explore the Lost Lake Scientific
and Natural Area during the peak
of tamarack color you’ll want to
register for a group kayak set for
the evening of Oct. 8.

DNR SNA naturalist Arika
McGraw willlead a“golden hour”
kayak paddle around Lost Lake
from 6-8 p.m. on that Sunday
evening.

Bring your own kayak (or
canoe) to the landing at Lost Lake
and join in as the group paddles
along the edge of the bog, while
watching the sun set behind the
beautiful fall foliage of the golden
tamarack trees.

Advanced registration is
required, and the event will be
capped at 20 attendees. To regis-
ter, please email arika.mcgraw@
state.mn.us.

Life jackets are required and
participants are urged to dress for
the weather. Footwear appropriate
for outdoor paddling in potentially
cooler temperatures is recom-
mended. There are no maintained
trails or recreational facilities on
this site so kayak is one of the few
ways to really explore this SNA.

READ

the Timberjay!
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CHANGING SEASONS

DNR offering fall
color information

from NOAA weather

Monday

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam

Friday Saturday Sunday Tuesday
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Ely Hi Lo
09/04 92 57 0.00
09/05 91 66 0.00
09/06 91 52 0.40
09/07 55 37 0.01
09/08 55 38 0.00
09/09 65 47 0.00
09/10 57 43 0.13
YTD Total 17.89

Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

09/04 94 54 0.00
09/05 90 67 0.00
09/06 88 56 0.96
09/07 58 49 0.03
09/08 59 49 0.00
09/09 72 48 0.00
09/10 61 40 0.10
YTD Total 17.70

Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

09/04 92 55 0.00 09/04 88 55 0.00
09/05 89 61 0.00 09/05 79 59 0.01
09/06 86 55 0.35 09/06 57 52 0.34
09/07 57 50 0.03 09/07 57 43 0.00
09/08 57 49 0.00 09/08 73 41 0.00
09/09 71 48 0.00 09/09 66 52 0.00
09/10 62 38 0.33 09/10 70 45 0.00
YTD Total 13.12 YTD Total NA

Prec. Sn.
09/04 91 62 0.00
09/05 87 65 0.03
09/06 87 55 0.23
09/07 57 51 0.00
09/08 57 49 0.00
09/09 71 49 0.01
09/10 63 47 0.17

YTD Total 16.62

Tower Hi Lo

REGIONAL— The

Minnesota DNR’s Fall
Color Finder (mndnr.gov/
fallcolors) is a way for the
public to easily track the
annual progression of fall
color change as it happens.
DNR staff throughout the
state share reports from their
location each Wednesday,
in time for people to make
travel plans for the coming
weekend. The popular
webpage includes a col-
or-coded map that shows
the approximate percentage
ofleaves thathave changed
color across the state,and a
slideshow of recent photos
taken by staff and visitors.
The public is also welcome
to submit their photos from
visits to state parks, forests,
and trails, which might be
includedinonline galleries,
social media or newsletters.

“Fall is the perfect
season to spend time out-
doors, when nature puts
on a beautiful show for all
to see,” said Ann Pierce,

Minnesota DNR Parks and
Trails Division director.
“We invite everyone to
follow along with our Fall
Color Finder and get out to
Minnesota state parks, trails
and forests and other public
lands this season.”

With fall colors already
appearing in much of north-
ern Minnesota, the DNR
has launched its weekly
fall color update newsletter
with trip planning resourc-
es. From scenic drives to
hiking, biking, paddling,
birding, picnicking and
more, the DNR offers
recommended itinerar-
ies and tips to encourage
Minnesotans to get out and
enjoy the changing leaves.
In addition, subscribers
can learn more about the
plants and wildlife they may
encounter while chasing
fall colors. To subscribe,
visit the Fall Color Finder
(mndnr.gov/fallcolors) to
sign up for weekly email
or text updates.

BEARS...Continued from page 4B ———

materialized.

Udovich, who is presi-
dent of the Minnesota Bear
Guides Association,said he
expects most guides have
been having a lackluster
season. “I hear a lot from
the guides when they’re
doing well,” he said. “I'm
not hearing from anyone
this year.”

The latest numbers
available from the DNR
showed 146 bears regis-
tered in Permit Area 25
through Sept. 11, with just
107 bears registered in PA
31 and 20 registered in
PA 24.

The decline in reg-
istrations in northeastern
Minnesota also reflects the
reduction in the number
of permits issued in those
three permit areas. The
three permit areas encom-
pass virtually all of St.
Louis County, the southern
two-thirds of Lake County,
and the eastern half of
Koochiching County. As
recently as 2021, the DNR
issued 1,075 permits in
those permit areas, but
that number has since been
reduced to a total of 875 as
black bear recovery in the
region has been slower than
anticipated.

Holmes said she
expects the pace of harvest
to pick up somewhat now
that more seasonable
weather has returned.

This year’s harvest

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

» PUMPS
*WELLS
+ HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

is also skewing heavily
toward males, with two-
thirds of bears registered
identified as male. That’s
typical of an abundant
food year, since female
bears tend to be more
wary around hunters’ baits,
particularly when there are
natural food alternatives
available.

The bear season runs
through Sunday, Oct. 15,
although most bears are
taken in the first ten days
of the season.

CLEAN

GROUSE...Continued from page 4B

for themselves and their dogs into
their hunting plans. You can find the
locations of trails in the area on the
DNR’s website at www.dnr.state.
mn.us/hunting/hwt/index .html.
Opening weekend should be a
great time to be out in the woods,
with the fall colors starting to pop,
particularly the reds and oranges
of the maples. Conditions are drier
than usual in the woods, which will

HARVEST...continued from page 4B

not so black and white, and this is
especially true in melons. Ripeness
is determined by a variety of traits
including sugar content, how easily
the fruit detaches, ethylene produc-
tion and firmness of the skin.

Watermelons

Watermelons all belong to the
same species, Citrullus lanatus.
They were likely domesticated in
the area around Libya and Egypt.
Watermelons do not ripen after
harvest and should be left on the
vine until they are fully ripe.

Signs of ripeness include:

» The spot where the fruit
touches the ground becomes more
prominent and changes color (typ-
ically yellow).

»The tendril closest to the fruit
becomes brown and dries up.

»Ripe melons have a hollow,
dull sound when tapped.

»The sheen of the rind tends to
change slightly with maturity, but
this depends on the variety.

» Watermelons do not reach
“full slip.” This is a term you might
see in seed catalogs, which refers to
the time when a melon can easily be
slipped from the vine.

Watermelons are sensitive to
ethylene, and so they should be
stored separate from ethylene pro-
ducing crops like tomatoes,bananas,
apples or cantaloupe in order to
extend the shelf life.

Cantaloupe
The primary varieties of canta-
loupe-style melons in the U.S. often

o Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

0 Boats, trailers, and gear

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

fiy w €T

Water from boat, bilge,
motor, and live well

Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

0 Trash unused bait

help improve accessibility. The
current weather forecast calls for
partly cloudy skies and seasonal
temperatures.

The best grouse hunting is still
acouple weeks off, after the leaf fall
which makes the birds easier to spot
and track on a flush.

Minnesota has the well-de-
served reputation as the nation’s
top state for grouse hunting, with

an annual harvest that ranges from
200,000 in a poor year, to 500,000
during a peak year.

Ruffed grouse numbers were
known to fluctuate on a 10-11-year
cycle for many years, but that cycli-
cal pattern seems to have diminished
in recent years, possibly due to the
changing climate.

have netted rinds, but not always,
and they vary from lobed to smooth.
They all have arelatively high sugar
content. Cantaloupe-style melons
have been consistently bred over
time to continue to ripen off the vine.

They can be harvested at “full
slip,” meaning they are ripe when
they easily pull away from the vine.
It’s easy for melons to become
over-ripe in gardens. Cantaloupe
can reliably be harvested a little bit
early (before full slip) and left to
ripen on the kitchen counter.

Winter squash

and pumpkins

Winter squash and pumpkins
fall into three main species groups:
Cucurbita maxima (kabocha,
hubbard, and some pumpkins),
Cucurbita moschata (butternut and
some other winter squash), and
Cucurbita pepo (pumpkins, zuc-
chini, acorn, delicata, pattypan and
summer squash).

None of the pumpkins or squash
typically grown in Minnesota con-
tinue to ripen after harvest, so they
should be allowed to ripen to full
maturity on the vine. As pumpkins
and squash ripen, the rind will
become increasingly firm, and they
should not dent when you press a
fingernail into the skin. The vines
usually also begin to decline when
squash are ready, and the part of the
vine immediately attached to the
fruit (which will become the stem)
should become hard and woody.

Harvest winter squash and

pumpkins by cutting the stem with
a pruning shears or sharp knife. If
the stem detaches from the fruit, the
shelf life will be decreased.

Winter squash and pumpkins
should be cured before storing.
Curing is a process where the
fruit rind hardens, allowing longer
storage life. Squash and pumpkins
can be cured outdoors if you expect
several warmdays (~ 80-90 °F) days
without rain, conditions which are
unusual here in the North Country
in mid-to-late September which is
the usual harvest time for winter
squash and pumpkins. If you do
plan to cure outside, simply sever
the fruit from the rest of the plant
and let it sit in the field or garden
for 7 to 10 days, or until nicks and
small cuts are scabbed over.

Indoor curing is recommended
if weather will not be amenable to
field curing. This can be done in any
covered facility (like a barn or high
tunnel), as long as outside air is cir-
culated past the product. Open doors
and use fans to promote airflow. As
a rule of thumb, the squash is done
curing once it cannot be punctured
with a fingernail.

Winter squash and pumpkins
should be stored at 50 percent rela-
tive humidity and around 50 to 55
°F. They can last one to nine months
instorage,depending on the variety.

- Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

_+ (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120 F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

INITIATIVE
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HELP WANTED

Cook area business is looking for a part-
time receptionist and data entry person.
Quickbooks experience helpful. $16 per hour
and up depending on experience. Reply to
cookofficehelp@gmail.com. es

VERMILION

OPENINGS

Vermilion Country
School (VCS) is
seeking applicants

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body
WACESUCE Technician and an  Automotive
paiy naivin Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical
Nurse (RN wage starting at $36.22/hr;
$4,000 sign-on bonus. LPN wage starting
at $22.02/hr; $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook

Environmental Services

PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) House-
keeping & Laundry Aide

Casual Laundry Aide

- COUNTRY ,

1 FT Paraprofessional (full-time, benefits
eligible) High school diploma required.

for the following
positions:

1 Van Driver (part time - 15-19 hours per
week) Current Driver’s License Required, CDL
not required)

For inquiries, contact
info@vermilioncountry.org
and/or 218-248-2485

4 )

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: F equals W

FZM FBA DZT NUBLH QTOOLT

ABUBK LH B NBSDLJWUBSUM
QWUHTSBRUT ADBDT?

RTJBWAT LD FBA WHKSTAATK.

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

N /

 CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

NFYS FT ZIH CBTFJ MU
KBZBCGKY NFGST KCMGDTZ
ZIH UKSHS NMMST.

NFYYFKC NMLSTNMLZI

- J

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO
BIDDERS
Ely Area Community
Foundation Facility

Notice is hereby given that
sealed bids for the Ely Area
Community Foundation
Facility will be addressed
and delivered to Ely Area
Community Foundation, C/O
Widseth at 704 East Howard
Street, Hibbing, MN 55746.

BID DATE: October 5, 2023
BID TIME: 1:00 PM Local
Time

All bids must be prepared
on the form provided by the
Architect, are to be in a sealed
opaque envelope conspicu-
ously marked on the outside
identifying the project name
and are to be submitted in
accordance with the project
procurement requirements.

Plans, Specifications and
Proposal Forms as prepared
by Widseth Smith Nolting &
Associates, Inc., 704 East
Howard Street, Hibbing, MN
55746, (218) 263-6868, are

Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified check,
cashier’s check, or bidder’s
bond in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the bid, payable
to the Owner; as provided in
the specifications, said check
and the amount thereof or the
amount of the bidder’s bond to
be forfeited as liquidated dam-
ages if the bidder furnishing
the same neglects or refuses
to promptly carry out said bid
or enter into contract with Ely
Area Community Foundation.

No bids may be withdrawn
within thirty (30) days from
the scheduled closing time for
receiving bids.

The right is reserved to reject
any or all bids or parts of
bids and to waive informalities
therein, and to award the con-
tract to other than the lowest
bidder if in their discretion the
interests of the Owner will be
best served thereby.

A prebid meeting will be
held on September 26, 2023
at 10:00 AM local time at the

. . jobsite.
available from the Architects 1© : .

y - - . 760 Miners Drive East
office either in electronic form Ely, MN 55731

at no cost or in hard copy form
for a non-refundable fee for
the cost of reproduction. Plans
and Specifications may be
reviewed at the offices of the
Architect, the Owner, and the
Minnesota Builders Exchange.

Published in the Timberjay,
Sept. 15 & 22, 2023

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Eve n EXC ha ng e by Donna Pettman

Each numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letter answers. The two answers differ from each
other by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A from

MASTER for an I, you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.

. Use energy E

>

. Medicinal lotion .
. Pulsate B

. Financier N

. Lorelei’s river R

. Used your cell L

. Like some clouds H
. Paper fastener P L

. Brags S
. Dish T

O O 0o N O g W N

-

Increase in size
Decipher a mystery
Toss

Frontrunner

Glow S
Comforted
Inscribe

Horse shed
King’'s headwear

»

“Melrose

©2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

O

g |

Hospital/ER

PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at
$36.22 hr; $4,000 sign-on bonus)

PT and Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Asst.
(Wage starting at $17.79/ NA certification)

Business Office
FT Hospital Billing Technician
(Wage starting at $18.55 hr.)

Outpatient Services

PT Unit Clerk (Wage starting at $17.79/NAR

or EMT Certification)

The Cook Hospitalis an equal opportunity provider and employer

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist ($4,000 sign-on

bonus)
FT Ultrasound Technician
Casual Radiologic Tech
(Independent Contractor, weekend only)

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources
218-666-6220
humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cock Hosprial & Care Center offers compeirtve pay and benefits
nokuang PERA retrerment, Haolth and Dental coverape, Life ang LTD.

ACROSS
1 Stetson, e.g.

_ KingCrossword

4 Big gulp

8 Miles away
12 Boxing leg-

end
13 Galileo's
birthplace
14 Tubular pasta
15 Comedy club

razzers
17 Streetcar
18 Attack
19 Poem of
praise
21 Old Ford
model
22 Frenzied
26 Stupefies 52
29 AAA job =
30 Archipelago
unit {(Abbr.)
31 Sacred bird 51 "Star Wars" Mexican 32 Terrestrial
of Egypt royal 9 Tall tree 33 Hooded
32 Sushi fish 52 Sportscaster 10 — loss snake
33 Nile queen, Cross 11 Brink 35 Supporting
familiarly 53 New Mexico 16 Curly-leaf 36 Rum cocktail
34 Capitol Hill resort cabbages 38 Armored vehi-
VIP 54 Bigfoot's 20 Morning cles
35 Passing craze  cousin moisture 39 Unspoken
36 Sacred song 55 Surpass 23 Leantoone 42 Legal docu-
37 Browbeat side ment
39 Indentkey  DOWN 24 "Got it" 43 Aviation prefix
40 Gallery dis- 1 "Funny!" 25 Coagulate 44 Answer an
play 2 Hearty quaffs 26 Plate invite
41 High-flying 3 Twitches 27 "..sting ke 45 Make lace
battle 4 Divides - 46 Hollywood's
45 Rotate 5 Brandish 28 Galvanizing Thurman
48 Large land 6 Medit. nation matter 47 Aussie hop-
measures 7 Hybrid fuel 29 Media mogul per
50 Out of control 8 Ancient Turner 49 Shoe width

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

GO FIGURE! bvLindaThistle

The idea of Go Figure is to
arrive at the figures given at the

X 25

bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the

arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left

23

to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the

diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the

nine numbers only once.

+ + 15
N B B |

DIFFICULTY: * %

* Moderate * % Difficult
* % % GO FIGURE!

124

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

567 8829

Subscribe
Today

218-753-2950

timberjay.com

NOWFLAN

solution

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

6 1

Super Crossword
Answers

D|O|D|G|E|M AlL|F K|O T|R[I|P|U|P
O|V|E|R|D|O JIA|R|R|E|T R|O|M|E|R|O
FIA|D|E[I]|N I [IM[EJA|N]|I AM|T[D|S|T
FILIO|W|E[R|O[F|P|E|N|N|S VIJA[N[I] A

O|A|F T0|Y O|N
B|L|[|S|T|E[X S|O|N|G|O|F L{O[R[I|D|A
A[O|R|T|A A|G|O|G LIO T A[L|E|S
TREEOF|COLORADO A|S|K[O|U|T
E|D|NJA RIA|T|A O[N|E|T|O PIE|S|C]|!
D|E|E|D|E|E A|N|T|O|N R|O|E|D|E|E|R

M|O|T|T|O[O|F|A|L|A|S[K|A
A|L|L|G|O|N|E T|E|N|O|R E|R|R|A|T|A
BIE|A|U|T N|A|D|E|R Y|E|S|M O|S|H|A
F|O|G|I|E|S G|E|M|S|T[O|N|E|O|F|U|T|A|H
A|X|E|L O|L|E|S [E|LIA|L A|T|O|N|E
B[l |R|D|O|F[A|R|I|Z|O|N[A E|N|T|E|R|E|D

N|T|[H IIN[T I |C|E
S|T|A|T|E|R|E|P|R|E|S|E|N|T|A|T|I|V]|E|S
FIL|E|W|I|N LIU|C|I|A|N|O RIE|M|A|R|K
D|A|[R|E|M|E A|P|O|L|L|O]|I E[TIA|L|I]]
A|B|I|D|E|D NJA[N E|S|L D|IE|C|E|N|T

5

6 4

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

— King Crossword —

Answers

Solution time: 26 mins.

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
o Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’'ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

PUPPIES

AKC Golden Retriever puppies
ready Oct. 4. $800 for males
and $850 for females. Located
in Tower. Text/voicemail
218-410-6373 or email
charityross79 @gmail.com.
9/22

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices

and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower ¢ 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

y n
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150

BOAT WORKS
o

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

- \
Storage ¢ Complete Service * Sale

Fr PN i

s
PROVEN
S

HOWELAAES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
¢ Easy € @ Vedum @ ¢ @ Difficutt

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

CryptoQuip
answer
Why was the plain veggie
salad in a particularly
vulnerable state?
Because it was undressed.

CryptoQuote

answer

Wild is the music of
autumnal winds amongst
the faded woods.

— William Wordsworth

—— Weekly SUDOKU

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
[218) 753-2930

Since 1926
¥ Handberg’s ¥

& GENERAL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage
= QYAMAHA A~ERCURY -
218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

Advertise
2 Here
g |

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-793-2950
Online at timherjay.com

Super Crossword

NATIONAL DATA

Answer

ACROSS 57“—a 106 Some 8 Desktop 39 Stocking 77 1941 Oscar
1 Bumper-car customer” legislators (or illuminator stuffer wihner Mary
carnival ride 59 Joe of the theme of 9 No longer 40 Worked 78 Scottish title
7 TV title alien “GoodFellas” this puzzle?) being on a leaf 79 Emitted a
10 Garden pond 60 Clinton aide 117 Arrived by detained collection? contented
fish Myers plane 10 Sax celebrity 41 “You beat sigh
13 Cause to 62 Susan of 118 Opera legend 11 Soulful me” 82 Ending for
blunder “Goldengir” Pavarotti Redding 42 Tennis tie golden or
19 Cook too 64 Eurasian 119 Make a 12 Really tiny 43 Up and about New
long animal with comment 13 “Saturday 46 Gained 83 Arnaz of TV
20 Ned of antlers 120 Response to Night Fever” access to 85 Decide on
NASCAR 66 “North “You'd never star 50 Refrigeration 88 Toned down
22 Ned of to the do that!” 14 Hard ltalian fluid 90 Outside
“The D.A” Future” 121 lil-fated cheese 51 Workers with clearance
23 Appear 70 Used up NASA 15 “Sure, put me shingles, event, of a
gradually, as 74 118-Across mission down” maybe sort
a scene was one of 1967 16 Toenail 52 Kofi, once of 91 Quite chubby
24 “No, 75 Printing goofs 122 And others, treatment, the UN. 94 Bert with lion
seriously!” 80 Humdinger to Ovid informally 54 Caveman’s lines
25 Surrounded 81 Reformer 123 Dwelt 17 Astral bear weapon 98 Not delayed
by Ralph 124 Round bread 18 Coffee holder 58 Scrub nurses’ 99 Diamond
26 Mountain 84 "OK” from of India 21 Rambled sites, in brief substitute
laurel Tom Sawyer 125 Subj. for 27 Mexican city 61 Be hammy 100 Baseball
29 Clumsy type to Aunt Polly some due southof 63 Tribal pole pioneer Buck
30 Stocking 86 Workplace immigrants Dallas emblem 102 Came closer
stuffer welfare org. 126 Passable 28 Elevate 65 — Mountain 105 One way to
31Itscharged 87 Fuddy- 32 Waiting with (Vermont fry food
32 Alternative to duddies DOWN — breath ski resort) 106 Chunky slice
ChapStick 89 Topaz 1 Tip politely, 332013 67 Two fives 107 Garr of films
37“Old Folks at 92 Relative of a asone’s Grammy 68 — Mary- 108 Spellbound
Home” lutz hat winner for mount 109 Flair
44 Vital artery 93 Bullfight 2 Human face’s “Royals” University 110 Cocooned
45 Spellbound yells shape 34 Dunne of 69 Stadium’s kin insect
47 1989-2007 95 Israeli airline 3 Whoop- — classic films 70 Britcom of the 111 Son of Seth
senator Trent 96 Right wrongs {extravagant 35 Lieu "90s 112 Head, in Haiti
48 Stein fillers 97 Cactus wren fanfare) 36 Chinese ideal 71 Pope before 113 Classroom
Even Exchange 49 Blue spruce 101 Went in 4 Expanded 37 California Paul V Apple, often
sechang 53 Proposea 103 To the — 5 Sedgwick of county 72 Coors 114 Glen
y ;I"ee"sj:“ ° ;T:'f:via(':e“ date to power Warhol films whose seat is offering 115 Bard'’s Ireland
5 Throb, Throw & Siaplo, Stable 55 Author Ferber 104 Savings acct. 6 Marilyn of Fairfield 73 Trade group 116 Revue sketch
4. Lender, Leader 9. Crows, Crown 56 Pro — accrual “Niagara” 38 Sign word 76 GPS 117 Pill-OK'ing
8 Rhine, Shine 10 Plate, Place (in proportion) 105 Hall, basically 7 In — {pronto) after “Ye” calculation agey.
. 1 2 13 [4 |5 |6 7 18 |9 10 (11 (12 13 (14 |15 |16 |17 |18
Go Figure!
answers
19 20 21 22
23 24 25
26 27 28
29 30 -31
32 |33 (34 [35 |36 37 38 |39 40 |41 |42
44 45 |46 l 48
49 50 51 |52
55 56 57 59
76 |77 |78
86
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

(=100 1InmI=

. —»
Your Source For Roofing PINE PANELING ON SALE! CALM YOURSELF
! : 1k
« METAL ROOFING - =/
Foae B _ 1x6 Gl A JF%\. L_ (s
T : « ARCHITECTURAL « . . . ”
VERMILLION | SHINGLES Cabin Grade Pre-finished
Serving Cook, : TS - e KNOTTY PINE PAN ELING
Towenet ~ Bryan (218) 269-1039 . INTEREST
Ely Arons Karl (612) 418-8953 99¢ linear ft ANDEI_‘QON' FREE
Licensed + Insured BC# 785662 - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST oW RN TR e Ar'flll;\‘ﬁ;l\((:/-l\vvcjw
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofin mail.com ; AVAILABLE
HonRoofing com | YermilionRoofing@gma Loeme,  PhonefFax: 218.666.5344 I AR I T
£ ]j m % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
cook euLom center: eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

TIP-TOP

CHIMNEY SERVICE 11LC

A Renewable Energy Company

PLUMBING & HEATING
— SOLUTIONS., INC

FINISHED Look

BUILDING [ROQFING

e Chimney Repairs REMODELING Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
and Service John Thomas Almeida Plumbing and Heating Service,
* New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances IR TR E Owner & Designer Repairs, and New.
* Stainless Steel Liners and Caps b 163 - v g Fngargomal.com Brandon Stone * 218-590-5294
: ~ (218) 235-7305
. %%8-%]90-5370 . Bonded & KITCHENS - BATHROOMS - FIREPLACES -BARS
mail: tiptopchimney@gmail.com Licensed & Insured - License #BCB74311

For All Your Fall Needs

| Window Insulation Klts
YOU CALLAWEHAUL! Tekautz Mechanical Leaf Bags

Cement Trucks, Building Materials Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt Repair & Install

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Steve Tekautz

VERMILION LUMBER

Carl Anderson 612-845-1625 _ (_,
P.O. Box 264 .
Endersomn Bal'lllllll. Ine. Soudan, MN 55782 : _\2%?' |I L?ﬁ! oM O o' PROFESS'ONA'—SE
- = L i 302 Main St., Tower, MN
Cell 218-780-4955 M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon W“U

—-------1

Covering all of Lake Vermilion Al . ———
gl 5 UC?:Plet I Wocues Licensed Septic Design
pholstery | | SEETT0T & installation
F“BEST couanTE . Commercial & Residential I +Complete Site & Building Preparation
~ * Powerful Truck Mounted System I # Road Building, Land Clearing,
e ..+ Water Damage Specialists | Basement, Demolition

PRODUCTS

+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
# Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for E;timates: Braschko Family

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220
Septic Tanks 218-235-7278 2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers, specialtycleaningelymn@gmail.com jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand, ecialty Carpet Cleaning » Celebrating 35 Years!
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel, Specialty Carpet J d
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, N E E D L EGA L H E L P?

roads, fill and excavations.

POWERFUL SAVINGS with ==l
GENERAC =

Celebratin From Ely to Tower-Soudan and At your neighborhood Legal Kiosk you can apply w FREE csimates
- . . . SivLALG
5 Oever ,g Virginia, using local gravel pits for free legal services, find information and w Financing available —
ears to support all your needs. attend virtual meetings - all for free! = AFFORDABLE backup power e =
w Delivery, Installation and Service

w Family and locally owned and operated GEMNERALC
L ———)8)

EARBROOK
CTRHIC
SALES AND “SERVICE”
Randy Wetenkamp .
218-776-3995 » 218-556-5981 Serving ALL of Northern Minnesota

Visit
LegalKiosk.org to find a
location near you.

1 2
- A%arzrsag?tl '~ Automatic

" Standby Generator

FOREST CONCRETE  /—/,__ —
PRODUCTS /7 Legal

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731 ||
office 218-365-6161 - p/ant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 * cell 218-341-3197

BIG enough to serve you,
small enough to know you.

INSURANCE

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

SPECIAL
PRICING ON
IN-STOCK CARPETS

We Can Insure:

Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties P rem | um C a rp et C h O | ces

218-753-2101 Find the perfect floor covering for every room in
415 Main St. your home with our professional design service
Tower, MN and expert installation.

www.towersoudanagency.com

Hours « 9-5:30 Monday through Friday

- F!.OOR to CEILING

R 1 R [ '} SHOWRODODOM

C

logt thegse experts help
with gour ngxt project 8401 Enterprise Drive N, Virginia/Mt. Iron « 218-741-6690




