
TOWER- Vermilion Country 
School was all set to welcome 
their students on Sept. 5, with new 
staff and a newly renovated school 

building. Gone are the high ceil-
ings and open nature of the former 
manufacturing facility, replaced 
by new separated classrooms, a 
lowered ceiling, and all new LED 
lighting and new windows that 
allow students and staff to finally 
see outside. 

A new heating and cooling 
system is coming later this fall.

While the updated facility is 
the most noticeable change this 
year, new staff at the school could 
ultimately have the biggest impact 

REGIONAL— “The 
water’s stinky!” 

That was the assess-
ment of a group of young 
visitors to Lake Vermilion 
Soudan Underground Mine 
State Park last week as 
a pronounced bloom of 
blue-green algae across 

at least the eastern half of 
the lake made its sudden 
appearance obvious to the 
eyes and the noses of folks 
hoping to beat the heat with 
a cooling dip in the water 
over a record hot Labor Day 
weekend.

Vermilion isn’t the 
only lake looking greener 
than usual right now. 
Jesse Anderson with 

the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency said the 
agency has received reports 
of algae blooms in lakes 
across the state. Shagawa 
Lake, near Ely, is also 
experiencing an unusually 
strong bloom of blue-green 
algae according to reports 
there. 

“Conditions have been 
worse than average, likely 

because of the very hot, 
sunny and dry summer – 
these are conditions that 

Left: Students in the hallway of 
the newly-renovated school.

Top:  Students in 
Ely appear a bit 
hesitant as they 
get off the school 
bus for the first 
day of classes.

Left: Johnny 
Gawboy looks 
a bit nervous as 
he heads to meet 
his Kindergarten 
teacher at 
Tower-Soudan 
Elementary. He’s 
accompanied 
by his mother 
Jasmine Gawboy 
and Tristan Day

Right: Silas 
Strong and Kali 
Kester look 
excited as they 
head into the 
North Woods 
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Blue, green, and stinky

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION

Senior center 
backers fill 
the council 
chambers

CITY OF ELY

See...ALGAE  pg. 10

BACK TO SCHOOL

EDUCATION

Building renovations, new staff make for 
exciting start at Vermilion Country School 

Right: The view from a 
dock in Canfield Bay on 
Lake Vermilion. Swirls of 
dense blue-green algae 
have been apparent there 
in recent days. 
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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ELY— Supporters of the Ely Senior 
Center filled every seat at the city council 
meeting here on Tuesday as they pressed 
the council for some financial help to 
address the nonprofit’s facility, which is 
badly in need of repairs. 

Despite a recently completed $120,000 
renovation, repairs are still needed to 
address a leaky roof, the heating system 
needs replacement at a cost of $20,000, 
and new bathrooms are needed as well. 

Senior Center members, intent on 
making their point, handed out homemade 
badges saying “I (heart) senior citizens,” 
which most members of the city council 
and attendees wore during the meeting. The 
organization’s revenues rely on renting 
its building as a community space and on 
direct fundraising. It costs approximately 
$2,000 a month to operate the facility.

Linda Maki, the treasurer of the senior 
center, made a request for $24,000. She 
described the recent renovation, which 
included needed replacements and repairs 
to the center’s “kitchen, windows, doors, 
lighting, and ceiling.” She listed all the 
work that still needs to be done to the 
center’s building, which is in what used 
to be Rothman’s Garage. She also listed 
16 different groups and organizations that 

Harvest Moon Harvest Moon 
Festival runsFestival runs
Sept. 8 - 10Sept. 8 - 10
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WALK FOR THE CAUSE

ECO - MINDED 

Community Night Out set for Sept. 10
EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage of Embarrass is 

celebrating their annual Community Night Out on 
Sunday, Sept. 10 from 4-6:30 p.m. at the historic 
Seitaniemi Homestead. Big T and the Growlers will 
provide the music. Come for the free outdoor concert 
and a tour of the restored housebarn at this fami-
ly-friendly event. 

Chili, pie, and coffee will be available. Bring 
your own beverage, blanket, and lawn chair. Freewill 
donations are gladly accepted. Proceeds go to Sisu’s 
restoration projects in Embarrass and the surrounding 
area. The Seitaniemi Homestead is located on Com-
et Road in Waasa, between Embarrass and Babbitt. 
Watch for signs on Hwy 21. Call 218-984-3012 or 
visit sisuheritage.org for more information. 

Harvest Moon Festival opens Sept. 8
ELY- The Harvest Moon Festival begins today 

and runs through Sunday, Sept. 10.  The festival will 
feature 100 booths filled with arts, crafts, and food.  

The festival's featured artist is Larry Ricker of 
LHR Images.  Returning artists include Good Wolf 
Bowls, Raucous Jewelry, Watercolors by Bonnie, 
and Pharr Thrown Pottery – just to name a few.  This 
year's event also includes  a great assortment of new 
artists including Kristin Webster Art Studio, Finns 
Way Books, Christian’s Maple Syrup, and Burly 
Babe.

For hungry festival attendees,  the Kiwanis will 
be in the Pavilion with their delicious pies, ice cream, 
and beverages.  Other food court favorites returning 
this year include Becky’s Oriental, SB Concessions, 
and Bob-O-Que Smokehouse and Grill. There are also 
several new food trucks this year that include: Mee-
Ma’s Coffee, Frozen Tundra, Beyond Nuts, and Nacho 
Bizness.

Running in conjunction with the Harvest Moon 
Festival is Harvest Days featuring area businesses, 
highlighting their locally-made products, product 
lines, special events, and more.   Harvest Days started 
on Thursday, Sept. 7 and runs through Sunday, Sept. 
10.  A map for Harvest Days is available at Ely.org or 
at the Ely Chamber of Commerce office.

Mesabi Symphony Orchestra presents 
"North of  Broadway" Sept. 29 and 30

REGIONAL- Mesbi Symphony Orchestra (MSO) 
is presenting "North of Broadway" Friday, Sept. 29 at 
7 p.m. at Minnesota North College Vermilion Cam-
pus, Ely and Sunday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. in the Eveleth 
City Auditorium. Tickets are available at mesabisym-
phonyorchestra.org, Brainstorm Bakery Ely, and 
Schmitt Music in Virginia.

"These Shining Lives" on stage at LVCC
TOWER- Stages of the Range Players is pro-

ducing the play “These Shining Lives” by Melanie 
Marnich in September.  Performances of the play will 
be in Tower at the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, 
and Gilbert at the City Auditorium. 

"These Shining Lives” chronicles the strength and 
determination of women considered expendable in 
their day, the early decades of the 20th Century. 

Stages of the Range Players is a nomadic theater 
company that presents and produces live theater at 
various venues across the Iron Range.  With over 20 
years of experience in Virginia under different com-
pany identities, Stages of the Range Players produces 
dinner theater experiences, radio plays at care centers 
and elsewhere, and now stages plays in area auditori-
ums and community centers.

The production of “These Shining Lives” by Stag-
es of the Range Players is made possible in part by the 
voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Arrow-
head Regional Arts Council, thanks to appropriations 
from the Minnesota State Legislature’s general fund.

Performances will be at the Vermilion Cultural 
Center, 705 Main Street in Tower, on Sunday, Sept. 10 
at 2:30 p.m., and on Monday Sept. 11, and Tuesday 
Sept. 12 at 7 p.m.  Performances in Gilbert will be at 
the City Auditorium, 17 Broadway on Friday Sept. 22, 
and Saturday Sept. 23 at 7 p.m., and Sunday Sept. 24 
at 2:30 p.m.  Tickets are $17 plus processing fee when 
pre-purchased at https://www.onthestage.tickets/stag-
es-of-the-range-players, or $20 at the door while seats 
are available.

328 W. Conan St.
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3271

Is your grip starting to slip?
CARE FOR YOUR HANDSCARE FOR YOUR HANDSCARE FOR YOUR HANDSCARE FOR YOUR HANDS

September 19, 2023, at 4:00 pm
EBCH Multi-Purpose Room

Join EBCH's Deb Bradt, PT, and Certified Hand
Therapist with over 30 years of experience, and learn
how to modify your daily routine, beneficial exercises,
and simple ways to adapt for less pain and better
function in your hands.

Printed handouts and samples of adaptive tools and
techniques will be available for you to try during the
class. Contact the EBCH Therapy Department at
218-365-8755 for more details.

COOK- The growing 
movement to expand the 
recycling of metals from 
discarded electronics will 
be the focus of an upcom-
ing Northern Progressives 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Crescent Bar & 
Grill, 9257 Olson Rd.

 Marlise Riffel of 
Virginia and Keith Steva 
of Cook will discuss the 
status of efforts to provide 
collection sites at county 
solid waste facilities in 
Minnesota as well as the 
economic potential for sit-
ing metal recovery busi-

nesses—and jobs—on the 
Iron Range. 

 Riffel is a retired 
sociologist and Steva is 
a retired electrical engi-
neer and business exec-
utive. They are part of a 
Minnesota group that has 
been researching the eco-
nomic potential of salvag-
ing metals in electronics, 
most of which now end up 
in landfills.

 The event is open to 
the public. Attendees may 
order food and beverages 
from the menu. 

Northern Progres-
sives has a progressive so-

cial and political agenda 
and works to educate its 
members and the public 
about current civic affairs. 

For more information, 
contact Leah Rogne, 218-
787-2212 or leah.rogne@
gmail.com. 

Northern Progressives focus on 
metal recycling at Sept. meeting

REGIONAL- The St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s Office has taken 
numerous reports of scam calls in 
our area. The caller claims to be a 
member of law enforcement and 
says the person missed a court date 
and demands a monetary payment 
over the phone. These calls are not 

legitimate.
The Sheriff’s Office wants to 

advise the public that law enforce-
ment does not call members of our 
community to ask for payment over 
the phone. If anyone receives one 
of these calls, please do not provide 
any payment by cash, credit card, 

check, or gift card. Any questions 
regarding payment of fines should 
be directed to court administration. 
If you received one of these calls 
and want to make a police report, 
please dial 911.

Riffel (left) and Steva 
(right) are featured speakers at the upcoming 
Northern Progressives meeting Sept. 13.

CHISHOLM– The Alzheimer’s 
Association is inviting Range area 
residents to join the fight for a dif-
ferent future by participating in 
the Alzheimer’s Association Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s® on Saturday, 
Sept. 16. The event takes place at 
the Minnesota Discovery Center, 
1005 Discovery Drive in Chisholm. 
This inspirational event is one of 
more than 600 in the country taking 
place this fall to help the associa-
tion fund its local no-cost support 
groups and educational programs, 
research efforts around the globe 
and advocacy efforts on behalf of 
families impacted by dementia and 
Alzheimer’s.  

In this new era with Alzhei-
mer’s treatments advancing, walk-
ers are fighting for a different fu-

ture for families facing Alzheimer’s 
and other dementia. They walk in 
honor of loved ones impacted by 
the disease and future generations. 
The walk begins with a poignant 
Promise Garden ceremony where 
walkers hold a colored flower rep-
resenting their personal connection 
to the cause. They may have lost 
someone (purple), be fighting the 
disease (blue), a caregiver (yellow), 
or a supporter of the cause (orange).

Check-in is at 9 a.m. and the 
opening ceremony is at 10 a.m. with 
the walk to follow. Participants are 
encouraged to register early and 
fundraise to help the Alzheimer’s 
Association reach its $85,000 goal. 
Registration is free.

Liz Carlsen is the walk’s volun-
teer chair and sadly lost her grand-

father who had dementia. She is 
taking part and says, “I’ve had the 
personal experience of living with 
my grandfather, who we called 
“Poppa.” My family watched the 
disease progress to the point of not 
being able to keep him at home. 
Years ago our resources were so 
limited and so far away.” Liz is par-
ticipating to change this, supporting 
the walk to fund programs for local 
families and advance research. 

To register and receive the lat-
est updates on this year’s Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s, visit http://act.
alz.org/rangearea. After registering, 
each person gets their own fundrais-
ing web page that is easy to edit and 
share.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s set for Sept. 16

MT. IRON -The Ar-
rowhead Library System 
(ALS) will be providing 
Finnish Paper Star Take 
& Create Art Kits to mem-
ber public libraries to dis-
tribute September 15-29. 
This art experience cre-
ated by the Duluth Folk 
School explores Finnish 
paper star making and pa-
per weaving techniques.  
Take & Create Art Kits 
will include supplies to 
create 2-3 unique stars, 
including cardstock paper 
strips, glue stick, scissors, 
string, and an instructional 
printout for different star 
styles.  A follow-along 
instructional video will 
be shared online for par-

ticipants. Kits will be dis-
tributed at the following 
public libraries and ALS 
outreach locations: Bab-
bitt Public Library, Cook 
Public Library, Ely Public 
Library, Virginia Public 
Library, Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmo-
bile, Arrowhead Library 
System Mail-A-Book 
(patrons must qualify for 
Mail-A-Book services, kit 
may be modified in order 
to deliver by mail).

This program is best 

suited for ages 7 and older 
- younger kids may need 
extra help from an adult.  
Please note each loca-
tion has a limited number 
of kits - feel free to con-
tact your local library for 
more information.  This 
program, sponsored by 
Arrowhead Library Sys-
tem, was funded in part 
or in whole with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund. 
To learn more about Ar-
rowhead Legacy Events, 
please see our calendar at 
www.alslib.info or like us 
on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/alslibinfo.

Finnish paper star Take & Create art 
kits available now at ALS libraries

BE CREATIVE

Beware of scam calls in our area



GHEEN- The search for a Wil-
low Valley Township man with Par-
kinson’s disease who went missing 
this past weekend was ongoing as of 
Tuesday, with the St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Office and Rescue Squad 
continuing to try to track down 
leads.

Sixty-three-year-old Glenn Ste-
venson was last seen walking on 
the Willow River Rd., approximate-
ly one-quarter of a mile south of 
Gheen on Saturday at approximate-
ly 9:52 a.m., according to a sheriff’s 
office release.

A ping of Stevenson’s cell 
phone indicated it was in the Gheen 
area, but it could be anywhere with-
in a three-mile radius. Stevenson 
has not answered the phone, and it 
is unknown if it was still in his pos-
session at the time of the ping.

Friends and neighbors have also 
been actively involved in the search 
for Stevenson, according to his sis-
ter, Kathy Stevenson, who talked 
with the Timberjay on Tuesday to 
provide more details.

Stevenson, who lives west of 
the Hwy. 53/Willow Valley Rd. in-
tersection, said that when she went 
to the Cook Farmers Market on Sat-
urday she took Glenn along to visit 
his girlfriend in Cook.

“He seemed happy when I 
dropped him off,” Stevenson said. 
“A half-hour later his girlfriend 
called and said he was starting to act 
belligerent and could I come bring 
him home. So, I left the market and 
went and picked him up, and he was 
definitely belligerent.”

Belligerent is one of the last 
words friends would normally use 
to describe Glenn Stevenson. One 
described him on social media as 
“the kindest, sweetest person you’ll 
ever meet.” Kathy Stevenson said 
he’s “pretty mellow” and described 
his behavior on Saturday as “very 
unusual.”

On the way back home, Kathy 
decided to stop at the house of one 
of Glenn’s friends, Gary Bundy. 

“As soon as we stopped, he got 
out of the car and took off,” Kathy 
said. “I asked Gary to go look for 
him because all my stuff was still 
back in Cook. Gary was going to go 
toward Glenn’s house because that’s 
where he thought he was going.”

But Glenn had headed in a dif-
ferent direction.

“I got out on Hwy. 53 and there 
was Glenn, heading south on 53 a 
quarter mile down the road already,” 

Kathy said. “I pulled up behind him, 
honked the horn and opened the 
window and hollered and he turned 
around and looked at me and kept 
walking. So, I drove back and asked 
Gary to go get him because I figured 
Gary is bigger than me so he could 
handle him better. He argued with 
Gary, but Gary did get him in the 
car and they went back to Gary’s.”

Meanwhile, Kathy went back 
to the farmers market in Cook to 
collect her things, and feeling tired, 
she went home to rest, apparently 
believing Glenn had returned to his 
home as well.

On Sunday she went to Glenn’s 
house to check on him and discov-
ered he wasn’t there. Upon contact-
ing Gary, she learned that Glenn had 
taken off again from Gary’s on Sat-
urday. Glenn had been seen walking 
toward old Gheen, and Gary called 
another of Glenn’s friends, Brad 
Carver, to see if he could get Glenn.

“Glenn cussed at Brad and told 
him to go away and wouldn’t get in 
the car and he just kept walking,” 
Kathy said.

Gary had called 911 on Satur-
day about Glenn, and Kathy then 
made another 911 call to report him 
missing.

Kathy believes Glenn’s aberrant 
and oppositional behavior was due 
to either an overdose or lack of his 
Parkinson’s medications. Accord-
ing to the Parkinson’s Foundation, 
up to 30 percent of those suffering 
from the disease may experience 
hallucinations and delusions that 
can develop as a result of a change 
in medication or as a symptom of an 
unrelated infection or illness.

Kathy said she prepares Glenn’s 
medications for him but isn’t certain 
if he’s always taking them correctly.

“He’s been on a level even keel 
for most of the summer,” she said. 
“But last week he was thinking 
he saw his grandson at his house, 
which is kind of a harmless delu-
sion. But Saturday he was angry at 
everybody and thought we were all 
trying to lock him up. He was basi-
cally running away from us.”

The Parkinson’s Foundation 
categorizes what Kathy called a par-
anoid delusion as severe.

Kathy said it’s typical for Glenn 
to come out of a delusion after 
about an hour, and that he’s aware 
right away of what has happened. 
She speculated that it’s possible he 
hasn’t come out of Saturday’s epi-
sode.

The search has involved a lot 
of footwork, and has included dogs 
and drones, but as of Tuesday no 
sign of Glenn had been discovered.

Kathy is holding out hope 
that Glenn will turn up safe 
and sound. She put up flyers 
in Cook and Orr on Tuesday. 
“He’s probably running away from 
people because he thinks we’re go-
ing to do something to him,” she 
said. “But he pretty much knows ev-
erybody around that area. I just hope 
he’s sitting in someone’s kitchen 
drinking a beer. Somebody’s cabin 
that doesn’t have internet or TV.”

Glenn Stevenson is approxi-
mately 5’10” tall and weighs ap-
proximately 130 pounds. He was 
last seen wearing a tee shirt under a 
green and blue flannel shirt and blue 
jeans. The sheriff’s office is asking 
anyone who may have information 
related to Stevenson’s whereabouts 
to call 911 and reference case 
23129421.

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

ELBOW LAKE Boat-access lot on north side 
offers a secluded setting perfect for your fishing 
or hunting getaway. Approx. 228 ft lakeshore, 
2.3 wooded acres w/gradual elevation to building 
site and adjoins hundreds of acres of public land.  
Short boat ride from a public-access boat ramp.  
$65,000  MLS #145142
LAKE VERMILION 4 BR, 2.5 BA home on level 
lot w/attached garage and great lake views. Open 
living area, main floor primary suite, natural wood 
interior. Beautiful gardens, boathouse, detached 
garage and approx 1.77 acre lot w/ 170 ft lake-
shore.  $749,000  MLS#145723

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Sand Point Lake-$379,000  Private island in 
Voyageurs National Park! 2-acre island on Sand 
Point Lake, just before Namakan Narrows. 2 BR 
furnished cabin with gas lights, generator, propane 
fridge and stove/oven. No electric, septic or well
on the island. MLS#145705
Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash 
River CIC. Each lot comes with shared community 
septic, shared water from central pumphouse and 
electric. These utilities are already in place at each 
site. Ownership also gives you access to private 
docks on 155 ft of shared shoreline, a personal 
slip, gazebo near lake with grill and 1/10 share of 
all common areas.
Britt-$40,000  4+ acre building site. Wooded with 
a pond and privacy. MLS#143948
Buyck-$360,000  200 acres near the Vermilion 
River and many area lakes. Adjoins public lands.    
MLS#143352

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

Glenn Stevenson

LOST

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

 THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                              September 8, 2023   3

Search continues for missing Gheen man
News briefs

Three juveniles 
injured in holiday 
ATV accidents

REGIONAL- A pair of Labor Day weekend 
ATV accidents sent two juveniles to area hospi-
tals with non-life-threatening injuries and a third 
home with minor bruises.

On Saturday afternoon at about 4 p.m. the St. 
Louis County Sheriff’s Office responded to the 
report of an ATV accident with injuries on Randa 
Road on the north side of Lake Vermilion.

A side-by-side ATV was being driven by a 
15-year-old, with an 11-year old passenger, when 
they got too close to a ditch, causing the driver to 
over-correct the steering which then flipped the 
ATV onto its side.  Both were wearing seatbelts.  
One of the juveniles with minor, non-life-threat-
ening injuries was taken via air medical from the 
scene to Cook Hospital. The other juvenile was 
released to their parents at the scene with minor 
bruises.  The cause of the accident remains under 
investigation.

Cook first responders along with the Cook 
and Virginia Ambulance services also responded.

At around 7:30 p.m. Saturday, deputies re-
sponded to an ATV accident with injuries on the 
Taconite Trail - “Wooden Table Spur” in Unorga-
nized Township 60R-19, which is approximately 
15 miles north of Buhl.

Area first responders found a 13-year-old 
male from the Eveleth area suffering from injuries 
sustained when the ATV flipped over and ejected 
the him off of the machine. The juvenile suffered 
non-life-threatening injuries and was transported 
to an area hospital by Chisholm Ambulance.

Deputies were assisted by the Evergreen Fire 
Department, Chisholm Ambulance, and Chisholm 
Fire Department. The cause of the crash remains 
under investigation by the Sheriff’s Office, but 
neither alcohol nor speed were contributing fac-
tors.

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Disappeared Saturday walking toward Gheen

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!



In 2019, the editor of a lo-
cal newspaper asked me to cov-
er the local 9/11 tribute parade 
of local police and fire trucks. I 
refused.

Now that I have 
your attention be-
cause of that outra-
geous statement, let 
me explain. 

My 9/11 was 
my own private hell 
for several years. 
New York is near 
and dear to me. My 
grandparents had 

an apartment on Amsterdam 
Avenue on the Upper West 
Side. All my siblings lived and 
worked in Manhattan at some 

point in their lives. 
I also lived in Man-
hattan for two and 
half years. After I got 
married, I dragged 
my long-suffering 
husband all over the 
city to visit all my fa-
vorite spots. I will al-
ways love New York.

Survivor’s guilt 
was likely a large 

part of what I experienced af-
ter 9/11. The day of the attacks 
was one of the most vivid of my 
life, consumed with locating my 
brother who I knew who worked 
at the World Trade Center as a 
senior IT executive at Merrill 
Lynch.

Needless to say, it was im-
possible to call anywhere on 
the East Coast that day. I sat at 
my desk at work and tried every 
hour. John’s cell phone, John’s 
office phone, John’s home 
phone, my sister-in-law’s cell 
phone, my sister’s work phone, 

my sister’s cell phone, my par-
ents’ home in Connecticut. I 
gave up mid-afternoon. Need-
less to say, I didn’t get any work 
done that day.

My brother was at the Wall 
Street Stock Exchange Comput-
er Center on the 30th floor of the 
South Tower. We did not know 
what happened to him until he 
arrived home around 9 p.m., suit 
caked with dust.

John exited WTC-2 down 
one of those stairwells everyone 
saw on the news, on to the plaza 
level of the World Trade Center 

complex. He was walking up E. 
Broadway when the south tower 
fell. With NYC’s mass transit 
immobilized, he found his way 
to the docks on the west side 
and got a ride across the Hudson 
to New Jersey. From there, he 
hitchhiked home in his dust-en-
crusted suit. Because every 
bridge to Manhattan was closed 
to vehicle traffic, the rides he 
caught took him up I-287 and 
across the Hudson on the Tap-
pan Zee Bridge, 30 miles north 

A mug shot to match 
his personality

I came to the conclusion 
some time ago that Donald 
Trump is as close to pure evil 
as anyone we’ve ever seen in 
public life, up to and includ-
ing Joe McCarthy and Richard 
Nixon, who both set the bar 
pretty high. If that assessment 
is true, then his mug shot from 
Georgia appears to be a per-
fect fit.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

Modern ambulance 
services require 
change

Several of us in Green-
wood Township have been 
following the ambulance issue 
in our area and statewide for 
several years. The issues and 
the solutions, it turns out, ar-
en’t rocket science. Our town 
board commissioned an ex-
perienced consultant to put 
into writing an outline that 
would result specifically in a 
regional approach to a mod-
ern Advanced Life Support, 
sustainable ambulance ser-
vice. Unfortunately, and to our 
surprise, it turned out that the 
consultant hardly touched on 
a regional approach as it was 
clearly instructed to do and 
instead basically sent us a list 
of things to patch up the status 
quo. 

I would therefore cau-
tion about relying heavily on 
a consultant. If they have a 
background in EMS, they tend 
to favor patching up the status 
quo. Similarly, we have found, 
and very importantly the leg-
islative auditor has also found 
and docamented, that the State 
Emergency Medical Services 
Regulatory Board (EMSRB), 
which is in charge of regulat-
ing Minnesota ambulance op-
erations, is quite deficient in 
its duties, as is pointed out in 
the very well written “Emer-
gency Ambulance Services 
2022 Evaluation Report” by 
the Office of the Legislative 
Auditor. This report is a nec-
essary read. Sadly, the 2023 
Legislature didn’t act on any 
of the deficiencies that the leg-
islative auditor clearly listed, 
other than a temporary patch 
of the status quo here and 

there with minimal one time 
money. 

In Greenwood, we con-
tinue to advocate toward a 
modern service. Really, it 
isn’t rocket science to build 
a modern regional ambulance 
service, but it does require an 
acceptance of reality and of 
change. That’s the tough part, 
but sooner or later it is inevita-
ble. The longer we all wait, the 
more painful it gets. “Region-
al ambulance service consol-
idation” is a term we have to 
get used to. We’ve had a good 
preview of the necessity of it 
with our area schools. 

Lee Peterson
Greenwood Township

Hand out school 
supplies rather 
than candy

Here’s a thought. School 
teachers need student sup-
plies every year that our taxes 
do not pay for. Every year in 
July and August there are nu-
merous parades that shower 
kids with tons of candy, much 
of it going unused. Why not 
have each parade participant 
get in touch with their schools 
and acquire a list of items 
they need and hand those out 
instead? More than one fire 
truck, police car, ambulance, 
business float could divide up 
the items (say pencils, back 
packs, crayons, etc.) so that 
more than one entity is sup-
plying what is needed. This 
would be healthier and help 
the teachers cut down on their 
costs out of pocket.  I saw one 
group in Bovey on Labor Day 
handing out pencils and this is 
where I got this idea. 

Brian Carlson
Grand Rapids
  

All living things 
need water to 
survive

Only one half of one per-
cent of the world’s water is po-
table in liquid form, the rest is 
salt water or glaciers. Of that 
amount, 72 percent is used 
by agriculture, 16 percent by 
households, and 12 percent by 
industry. The water needs for 
the present worldwide popula-
tion of eight billion people is 
expected to grow as the pop-
ulation increases to ten billion 

people by 2050. In addition, 
rising global temperatures are 
already straining the world’s 
diminishing potable water 
supplies. Two-thirds of the 
global population are expe-
riencing severe water scarci-
ty. Half of Minnesota’s water 
bodies are classified as “im-
paired” by the state’s pollution 
agency. Seven western U.S. 
states are already using more 
water than they are allocated 
from a multistate rationing 
system by depleting ground-
water sources to support farm-
ing, industrial use, and the 
general population.

Increasing temperatures 
are requiring greater demand 
for water irrigation of crops, 
orchards, and livestock. Plus, 
there is an increase in the use 
of fertilizers and pesticides in-
creasing the likelihood of con-
tamination of water sources.

Desalination of ocean salt 
water has not been an alterna-
tive due to the cost of making 
the water potable. Hopefully, 
technology will eventually 
make it a viable economic al-
ternative to groundwater aqui-
fers. Nevertheless, the U.S. 
presently lacks the transpor-
tation infrastructure to equi-
tability distribute substantial 
quantities of water to rural 
and urban markets.  The man-
agement of a nationwide al-
location and sourcing system 
to meet future needs has yet 
to evolve. Half a dozen fed-
eral agencies set the rules on 
groundwater, but not on over-
use and depletion.

Fortunately, Ely is in 
a water-rich environment. 
According to information at 
the National Historic Register 
site of Ely’s Pioneer Mine, 
“it was necessary to pump 
about two million gallons of 
water a day from the mine. It 
was ‘raining’ all the time and 
miners wore rubber suits.”

The value of old mines for 
renewable water sources may 
become more obvious during 
the twenty-year mineral mor-
atorium than the value of the 
local copper ore. The water 
would be less expensive to ex-
tract and would not disrupt the 
environment.

Gerry Snyder
Ely
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 Editorial

Why weren’t PolyMet’s permits 
done right the first time?

For the past few years, 
former Republican Gov. Arne 
Carlson and many others have 
been asking questions about the 
state of Minnesota’s apparent 
willingness to issue permits for 
copper-nickel mines, like Poly-
Met, that appear to lack the reg-
ulatory heft that we all have a 
right to expect from our state 
agencies. 

Minnesota has a deserved 
reputation for strong environ-
mental laws, but those laws 
aren’t worth the paper they’re 
printed on if the state officials 
charged with enforcing those 
rules aren’t doing their jobs. 
As we’ve reported on numer-
ous occasions over the past 
few years, virtually all of the 
major permits issued by either 
the DNR or the state’s Pollu-
tion Control Agency have been 
reversed or otherwise set aside 
by the courts from the district 
level right up to the Supreme 
Court for failing to abide by the 
state’s own laws and adminis-
trative rules. 

While we can, perhaps, 
take some solace knowing 
that we have courts willing to 
challenge our own regulatory 
agencies, the real question that 
state officials, from the Gover-
nor’s Office to the Legislature, 
should be asking is why these 
permits weren’t done right the 
first time. 

Carlson and others have 
raised uncomfortable, and ap-
propriate, questions about rela-
tionships between state regula-
tors and some of those they’re 
tasked with regulating. 

We’ve seen the revolving 
door at work, at times, with a 
former DNR assistant commis-
sioner who went on to lead the 
MPCA before finally taking a 
top job with PolyMet. We’ve 
had MPCA officials pressuring 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency to refrain from issuing 
public comments on PolyMet’s 
water discharge permit because 
they didn’t want the media to 
know of the EPA’s concerns 
about some of the omissions in 
the permit. That is absolutely 

unacceptable. The MPCA 
should have been worried only 
about addressing the EPA’s 
concerns. Instead, it focused on 
keeping those concerns from 
the public and out of the ad-
ministrative record that courts 
would rely on to assess their 
due diligence in the permitting 
process. 

No one involved in that in-
cident should still be employed 
by any regulatory agency in 
the state of Minnesota, but one 
of the key MPCA officials in-
volved is now an assistant com-
missioner at the DNR. This is 
all troubling and it raises ques-
tions about the transparency 
and integrity of our state gov-
ernment.

When Minnesotans see 
state regulators acting as lap 
dogs for the industries they’re 
supposed to keep in check, it 
raises logical concerns. Those 
concerns only grow when the 
primary owner of PolyMet is 
Glencore, an international con-
glomerate that is known around 
the world for using bribery, 
fraud, and other shady tactics 
to gain access to commodities 
such as metals. 

While Minnesota has long 
had a solid reputation for hon-
esty and ethics in government, 
the fact that state regulators 
have, time and again, issued 
permits for the PolyMet project 
that failed to pass legal mus-
ter is a red flag that should not 
simply be shrugged off by Gov. 
Tim Walz or state lawmakers. 

If state regulatory agen-
cies don’t have the capacity or 
the competence to issue prop-
er permits, state officials need 
to get them the resources and 
people they need to ensure that 
they can do so in the future. 
If, instead, state regulators are 
too cozy with companies like 
PolyMet, heads should roll and 
those discharged should be re-
placed by individuals willing to 
do the job the right way. 

Questions raised

Letters from Readers
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Why I don’t want to cover 9/11 tributes
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CLARK



The cost of prescription drugs has 
been too high for too long, and it’s hurt 
Americans’ health and bank accounts. 
Medicines don’t work if people can’t 
afford them. For far too many people, 

high drug prices 
can force diffi-
cult choices like 
whether to ration 
meds or food or 
not pay the elec-
tric bill during 
a hot summer. 
This is true even 
for seniors cov-
ered by Medi-
care. But after 
years of effort, 
we are finally on 
a path to lower 

drug costs, starting with our seniors. 
 Up until last year, a provision in 

federal law written by the big drug 
companies prevented Medicare from 
getting better prices for seniors and tax-
payers. I have always thought that was 
wrong and for years led the bill to fix 
this. Finally, in 2022, parts of my bill 
were signed into law. As a result, Medi-
care just released a list of ten drugs that 
cost Medicare and taxpayers a fortune 
last year that will be subject to negoti-

ated prices in the next few years. Those 
drugs are: 

 Eliquis, which treats and pre-
vents blood clots

 Jardiance, which treats diabetes 
and heart failure

 Xarelto, which treats and pre-
vents blood clots and cardiovascular 
disease

 Januvia, which treats diabetes
 Farxiga, which treats diabetes, 

heart failure, and chronic kidney dis-
ease

· Entresto, which treats heart fail-
ure

 Enbrel, which treats rheumatoid 
arthritis, psoriasis, and psoriatic arthri-
tis

 Imbruvica, which treats blood 
cancers

 Stelara, which treats psoriasis, 
psoriatic arthritis, Crohn’s disease, and 
ulcerative colitis

 Fiasp and NovoLog, which treat 
diabetes

Patients taking these common 
medications for everything from rheu-
matoid arthritis to blood clots to diabe-
tes deserve better prices. I’m thinking 
of a patient in Glenville who stopped 
taking Januvia and Jardiance because 
of the high cost. A lower price could 

be game-changing for his health and 
reduce his expenses. Every year, addi-
tional prescription drugs will get nego-
tiated prices, so those taking drugs not 
on this list should benefit from savings 
in the years ahead.

This announcement is a big land-
mark, but it’s just a start. There is still 
so much work to do. I am continuing to 
fight to pass my new legislation to dou-
ble the number of drugs that Medicare 
can negotiate the price of each year. I 
lead another bill with Republican Sen-
ator Chuck Grassley of Iowa to stop 
some of Big Pharma’s most predatory 
conduct, like keeping affordable gener-
ics off the market. It passed the Senate 
Judiciary Committee earlier this year, 
and I’m working to get it to the floor of 
the Senate for a full vote. 

The era of Big Pharma shaking 
down seniors is coming to an end. We 
can no longer be a country that looks 
away as routine medications drive 
Americans deeper and deeper into 
debt. Congress took action, and prices 
are coming down. I’m committed to 
working across the aisle to build on this 
momentum to make prescription drugs 
more affordable.
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On the path to lowering drug prices
COMMENTARY

U.S. SEN. AMY 
KLOBUCHAR

of lower Manhattan. A se-
ries of complete strangers 
eventually delivered him 
to his home in Winton, 
Conn.

My sister called me 
sometime after 9 p.m. 
Eastern Time with the 
news. It was the first I had 
heard from my family. 
The phone call fell to my 
sister because my moth-
er was occupied dealing 
with my invalid father, 
who spent the day con-
vinced his only son was 
dead.

The reaction to trau-
matic events for survivors 
is complicated. Climbing 
out of the attendant pit 
of grief, guilt, and stress 
is also different for every 
person. A “one size fits 
all” response to the col-
lective grief of a nation, 
or of the grief of an indi-
vidual, doesn’t exist and 
shouldn’t be expected.

According to the Pew 
Research Center, 63 per-
cent of Americans report-
ed that they couldn’t stop 
watching news coverage 
of the attacks. In another 
study, around 60 percent 
of Americans watched 
the events of 9/11 at the 
World Trade Center live 
on television, according 
to research by Roxane 
Cohen Silver, a professor 
of psychological science, 
medicine, and public 
health at the University of 
California Irvine. The rest 
saw those events through 
television or other news 
media during the inten-

sive media coverage that 
followed the attacks. The 
60 percent suffered great-
er post-trauma physical 
and psychological effects 
in the years that followed. 
The impact of the 9/11 at-
tacks on the entire nation 
are undeniable. 

The 9/11 attacks were 
followed by the rise of 
a new media venue, the 
internet, with its 24/7 
capacity to deliver both 
news and misinformation 
seconds after events oc-
cur. Self-expression on 
social media is a tsuna-
mi, and every year, the 
9/11 tribute parades and 
memorial ceremonies are 
outnumbered by the num-
ber of individual tributes 
flooding the internet. The 
internet made it possible 
for a nation of more than 
300 million to collectively 
revisit the national trauma 
of 9/11 every year, year 
after year.

It is undeniable that 
9/11 was an event that 
created national collec-
tive grief and trauma. The 
path of grief is different 
for every person and I will 
not stand in the way of 
others who want or need 
to express themselves on 
the anniversary of this 
tragedy. My own baggage 
from 9/11 left me with no 
desire to attend parades or 
memorial services, except 
for maybe the one held 
every year in New York. I 
would also like to see the 
towers of light that are lit 
up every year where the 

two towers once stood. 
That means something to 
me more than any ran-
dom parade or tribute held 
thousands of miles away 
from New York. 

Professor Silver and 
her colleagues ran a study 
on post-9/11 reactions 
that lasted several years  
using a “nationally repre-
sentative sample of indi-
viduals.” Approximately 
one in 20 of the several 
thousand in the study 
“were either in New York 
or Washington, D.C., or 
Pennsylvania, or had been 
on the phone with some-
body in one of the build-
ings or had been in the 
area and had witnessed 
the events directly.” Be-
fore I discovered this and 
similar research, I had no 
idea that the proportion 
of those directly touched 
by the 9/11 attacks was so 
large.

Doing a little math, 
one in 20 Americans is 
approximately 16 mil-
lion people. Studies con-
sistently show that the 
closer someone was to 
the vicinity of the 9/11 
events or to the people di-
rectly involved, the more 
their mental and physical 
health was affected. Keep 
in mind that these are 
statistical results. They 
report averaged trends. 
Some of the 16 million 
are certainly outliers, peo-
ple who bounced back 
from their trauma and 
grief quickly, and others 
who likely fell complete-

ly apart. Regardless of the 
exceptions that prove the 
rule, Silver et al. reported 
that most suffered some 
elevated effects of grief 
and post-trauma stress 
disorders with recoveries 
within three years.

The 9/11 attacks af-
fected more than just my 
brother. 

One of my oldest 
friends was working at the 
Pentagon on the morning 
of 9/11. He successfully 
evacuated but the event 
caused him to reevaluate 
his life in startling ways. 
He first moved out of 
Washington, D.C. to Aus-
tin, Texas. He dropped 
his career as an analyst at 
a think tank and took up 
making armor and jewelry 
for Medieval re-creation 
groups. His marriage fell 
apart and he started gen-
der-change treatments and 
renamed himself Stepha-
nie. 

My brother does not 
talk about 9/11. Like my 
friend Max, who is now 
my friend Stephanie, my 
brother went a bit side-
ways after the 9/11 attacks 
and I confess, I didn’t like 
him very much during that 
time. He finally returned 
to being a pleasant person 
after he left New York to 
take a job in Seattle. 

We have only spoken 
once about his experience. 
It was a short conversa-
tion and it left me with a 
compulsion to know ev-
erything about 9/11. In 
that phone call, John said 

he exited across the WTC 
plaza. I knew that was 
where many of the bodies 
who fell or jumped from 
WTC-1 had come to rest. 
I asked him if he had seen 
any of those who fell.

“Yeah,” he replied. 
“They were people piz-
za.”

I used to run a vol-
unteer EMS organization. 
I know what messy post-
blunt-trauma body parts 
look like. I couldn’t eat 
pizza for quite a while af-
ter that phone call.

Outwardly, I appeared 
fine. In private, I was ob-
sessed. I spent about five 

years reading fire science 
texts, forensic pathology 
texts, and every single 
page of every 9/11 report 
published. I collected 9/11 
texts, photos and videos, 
and engaged in the strange 
exercise of looking for my 
brother in them. I could 
not stop thinking about 
9/11 for a long time.

Having emerged from 
that fog, I find reminders 
of 9/11 uncomfortable. I 
have no desire to attend 
9/11 tributes or parades 
because I will never get 
what my brother said to 
me out of my head.

Thanks to all who made the 
Embarrass Fair a success

This letter is about the Embarrass Re-
gion Fair. First, I want to thank the Good 
Lord for blessing us with three days of 
beautiful weather. This year, we probably 
set a record for attendance. I also want to 
thank all the volunteers who helped make 
the weekend a great success! How many 
hours? I have no idea. 

Small towns, like Embarrass, take 
pride in their fair and usually have no 
problem getting volunteers, even had 
some that just moved to the area. Was it 
without some dissension? Nope. I have 
been with the Fair Association for over 45 
years. Will this change? Probably not. But 
one thing that always happens…every-
body on the association is always there to 
put on a great fair. 

There is no question that the greatest 
asset we have are the people who come 
through the gates— without them, there 
would be no fair. Again, many thanks to 
everyone who was involved.

Roland Fowler  
Embarrass Region Fair Association
Maintenance Committee
Embarrass

Presents the play

   These Shining Lives
by Melanie Marnich

General Seating $17 plus $2.38 handling fee at 
https://tinyurl.com/SRPTheater

$20 at the door
Sept. 10 at 2:30 and 11 & 12 at 7pm 

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
705 Main Street, Tower, MN

and
Sept. 22 & 23 at 7pm and 24 at 2:30pm

Gilbert City Auditorium
17 North Broadway, Gilbert, MN

This activity is made possible in part by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the 
Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks to appropriations from Minnesota State 
Legislature’s General Fund.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.
Tower City Council- 5:30 
p.m. on Sept. 11

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Sept. 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Sept. 12

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Week of Sept. 11

COMMUNITY NEWS

Fridays...
4-6 PM

at the Train Depot
in Tower

TSHS week 6 winner
TOWER- The week 

six winner of Charlem-
agne’s 52 Club $100 prize 
is Bergetta Indihar of 
Tower.

History Tidbit:
1948:  Betsy Kangas, 

Ruth Holm and Rosemary 
Tanko won first, second 
and third place in the 1948 
decorated doll buggy 
contest.

More information on 
the Peyla family

This information 
comes from Frances 
Jensen…Though I did not 
attend Dick Peyla’s pre-
sentation about the Peyla 
family, I need to clarify 
that my grandmother, 
Frances Peyla Reioux and 
her husband, my grandfa-
ther Joseph Reioux were 
the owners and operators 
of the original Y. It is 
where my mother grew 
up along with her two 
brothers after they were 
adopted by the Reioux 
family. It is where Peter 
Peyla’s wife lived after his 
passing. The Hometown 
Focus dated June 10, 2016 
contains an article I wrote 
entitled The Y: Memo-
ries of My Grandparents’ 
Store. I submitted early 
pictures of The Y (never 
called the Y Store back 
then). John Peyla was the 
builder of the structure 
where the store was locat-
ed and where the Reioux’s 
lived. I hope this clarifies 
any questions remaining 
and gives my grandparents 
Joe and Frances Reioux 
the acknowledgment 
they are due, along with 
my mother Betty Reioux 
Engman and her broth-
ers, Donald and Ronald 
Reioux, who spent their 
growing up years working 
at The Y. 

SCHOOL IS IN SESSION

Volunteers needed 
for boardwalk 
building day

TOWER- The Wag-
oner Trails Club will be 
constructing a short sec-
tion of boardwalk that 
will connect the Mesabi 
Trail to the “orange trail” 
for the Ancient Cedars 
trail. The board walk will 
cover a short swampy 
section. The work day 
will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 16. Volunteers can 

meet at 9 a.m. at the train 
depot trailhead.

Lunch bunch to 
meet on Tuesday, 
Sept. 19

ELY- The Lunch 
Bunch will meet on Tues-
day, Sept. 19 at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Grand Ely Lodge 
in Ely. Please RSVP to 
Kathy at 218-753-2530. 
Anyone that would like to 
join us are welcome.

Kugler Township 
hosting picnic, 
Sunday, Sept. 17

KUGLER TWP- The 
Kugler Town Board is 
hosting a picnic for town-
ship residents and friends 
on Sunday, Sept. 17 from 
3 - 6 p.m. at the Kugler 
Town Hall on Hwy. 135. 
Brats and all the fixings 
will be served. Come 

see the township’s new 
pickleball court, which is 
open to the public.

St. Martin’s Annual 
Pasties Sale

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s is getting ready 
for their Annual Pasties 
Fundraiser.  Orders are 
now being taken, and the 
last day to order is Friday, 
Sept. 15. To order, call the 
rectory office (218-753-
4310), or stop by the rec-
tory to see Maryann. Or-
ders and money may also 
be mailed to St. Martin’s,  
P.O. Box 757,  Tower, 
MN 55790.

You will need to tell 
us at the time of your or-
der is you want rutabaga 
or not in your pasties. The 
cost of the pasties is $7; 
and they must be paid at 
the time of the order. Pas-
ties will be made during 
the week of Oct. 2, and 

will be available for pick 
up on Wednesday and 
Thursday, you will be 
called when your order is 
ready. 

Proceeds from this 
fundraising go to Youth 
Activities, the Charity 
Fund, and for various 
projects at the church/rec-
tory.

Too Much Stuff Sale 
runs Sept. 8-9

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club’s 
annual Too Much Stuff 
fundraiser will be held 
on Friday, Sept. 8 from 8 
a.m. - 5 p.m., and Satur-
day, Sept. 9 from 8 a.m. - 
12 noon. The sale is held 
at the Herb Lamppa Civic 
Center. Everything must 
go! Funds raised support 
civic projects in Tower 
and Soudan.

Vermilion Lake 
Township potluck 
on Sept. 17

VERMILION LAKE 
TWP- Vermilion Lake 
Township is hosting their 
annual potluck get-to-
gether on Sunday, Sept. 
17 from 4 – 7 p.m. at the 
town hall. The township 
will be grilling Polish, 
brats, and hot dogs, and 
those attending always 
make sure there are plenty 
of side dishes, casseroles, 
and desserts. Tableware, 
coffee and drinks will be 
provided. All township 
residents and friends are 
invited to attend. 

Any questions, please 
contact town clerk Crystal 
Alaspa at 218-750-4752.

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Historical Society will host 
the organization’s annual meet-
ing on Thursday, Sept. 14 at the 
Tower Civic Center.

Check-in and social time will 
begin at 5 p.m. At that time the 
“Best Bid” silent auction will be-
gin.  At 5:30 p.m. there will be a 
free, and open to anyone wishing 
to attend, History Talk presented 
by Mary Palcich Keyes. Keyes 
is familiar to area residents for 
her “Years of Yore” articles on 
Iron Range history in the Mesa-
bi Tribune and affiliated papers, 

and her history stories in the 
Hometown Focus. After gradua-
tion from Hibbing High School, 
she attended the College of St. 
Catherine in St. Paul. Her teach-
ing career included four years of 
teaching classes about Minne-
sota history and research at the 
Minnesota Historical Society’s 
History Center in downtown St. 
Paul.   Keyes holds leadership 
roles in the Hibbing Historical 
Society and represents the Soci-
ety on the St. Louis County His-
torical Society Board of Gover-
nors. She, with her husband Joe, 

also speaks to groups on various 
history topics, particularly about 
the Iron Range. 

Keyes has prepared a special 
presentation for the TSHS about 
the story behind how Philadel-
phian Charlemagne Tower and 
his business partners and friends 
in Duluth and in the Minnesota 
state government worked togeth-
er to create a railroad to carry 
iron ore to Lake Superior which 
would then enable the initiation 
of the first iron mining venture 
on the Range in Soudan. 

Afterwards, the TSHS will 

provide a delicious Italian din-
ner for $25 per person for those 
who wish to stay. Those interest-
ed in attending the dinner should 
reserve their spot by Monday, 
Sept. 11, by calling 218-750-
0193 or 715-558-5391.

After dinner the TSHS will 
hold a brief annual meeting fol-
lowed by quick and fun games of 
History Trivia and History Jeop-
ardy for those who want to win 
prizes for their knowledge of 
local history. After that, the win-
ners of the “Best Bid” silent auc-
tion will be announced.

TSHS Annual Meeting and dinner set for Thursday, Sept. 14

TOWER- The Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center is pleased to 
announce that Val Myntti will 
be the presenter as part of the 
education series of the Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center in Tower. 
The event will be held on Tues-
day, Sept. 19 in St. Mary’s Hall, 
starting with a potluck supper at 
5:30 p.m. Please bring a dish to 
share. The presentation will be-
gin at 6:15 p.m. and is free and 
open to the public.

The title of Val’s presenta-
tion is “A Personal Finnish Immi-
gration Story”.  She will discuss 
how the Finns came to America 
with an already well-formulat-
ed cooperative ethos that em-
phasized the common good and 
mutual aid over narrow self-in-
terest.  It is fascinating to see 

how that philosophy thrived on 
the Iron Range. Finnish immi-
grants brought their own brand 
of ‘Finnish Socialism’ to Amer-
ica that inspired them to help 
lead northern Minnesota’s labor 
unions and the workers’ fight for 

fair play and safer working con-
ditions in the mines and lumber 
mills.  They created consum-
er cooperatives and intention-
al communities throughout the 
upper Midwest.  Their Finnish 
ancestors’ deeply held values of 
communitarianism offer insight 
into how to address some of the 
most vexing challenges of our 
time.

 Val was born in Duluth and 
lived in various Iron Range min-
ing towns until the sixth grade, 
when her family left Minnesota. 
She has B.S. and M.S. degrees 
from the University of Utah, as 
well as a law degree from Rut-
gers University in New Jersey. 
Her career included the practice 
of law and leading an indepen-
dent college prep school in New 

York (nursery through grade 12).
Val and her husband, Frank 

Sherman, retired to the Myntti 
cabin at Eagles Nest Lake 3 in 
2018 and travel part of the year.  

This event is part of the on-
going education series the LVCC 
has sponsored over the last 11 
years. Note: the LVCC is also 
hosting the play “These Shining 
Lives” by Melanie Marnich on 
Sept. 10 at 2:30 p.m. and Sept. 
11 and 12 at 7 p.m. This event 
is presented by the Stages of 
the Range Players. Tickets are 
$20 at the door or may be pur-
chased online at https://tinyurl.
com/SRPTheater.  To learn more 
about the LVCC visit vermilion-
culturalcenter.org.

Finnish immigration focus of talk at LVCC on Sept. 19

Val Myntti

Above: First-grader Valerie Boshey enjoys 
her breakfast. photos by J. Summit

Below: New VCS teachers Amy Hendrickson 
(center) and Marjory Wood (left) talk with 
11th-grader Caleb Ramponi, who is doing 
PSEO work this year.

Above: Vermilion Country School director Sam O’Brien (seated in a red 
shirt) works with 11th grader Jace Swan on setting goals for the upcoming 
school year.
Below: Pikachu fan Ryan McGuire starts first grade in style.



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
AA FRIDAYS - 7 p.m. 
Fridays, First Presbyterian 
Church, 262 E. Harvey 
St., Ely/
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Monday at noon at 
Ledgerock Church, 1515 
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Thursdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those inter-
ested in being a host, 
or who have a speak-
er suggestion, contact 
Lacey Squier by email 
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at 
218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

Sept. 12: North 
Country Trails 

Sept. 19: E-Waste 
Recycling with Maria 
Jensen 

Sept. 26: TBA 
Oct. 3: All About 

Lynx with Dave Gross-
huesch Wildlife Biolo-
gist

Oct. 10: A Trans 
Training: The Basics 
with Aleana (Ana) 
Kruger

In Brief

Support groups

ELY SCHOOLS

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

september now here
hay bales stacked along the road

transitional month

Gardner Trust fall grants

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Ely Public Library
ELY- The spice for 

September is rosemary.
The Friends of the Li-

brary Bookclub will meet 
on Monday, Sept. 11, from 
3-4 p.m. The book selec-
tion is “Beyond Religion” 
by the Dalai Lama.

The Friends of the 
Library will have their 
monthly board meeting on 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, from 
1-2 p.m.

The library will 
hold a party for the end 
of the Summer Reading 
Program for Adults, on 
Thursday, Sept. 14, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. The library 
will distribute prizes to 
those who completed their 
reading goal.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 
at 224 E. Chapman St.

Root Beer Lady
ELY- As one of the 

final events of the mu-
seum’s 30th anniversary 
celebration, the museum 
is sponsoring “Root Beer 
Lady: the Musical” at 
Ely’s Historic State The-
ater. The musical is about 
Dorothy Molter, last resi-
dent of the Boundary Wa-
ters. Performances will 
be Thursday, Sept. 7 at 7 
p.m.; Friday, Sept. 8, at 
4 and 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
Sept. 9, at 4 and 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, Sept. 10, at 

4 p.m.  Tickets are $22, 
available at https://mov-
ies.elystatetheater.org.

Public Forum
ELY- The Open 

Conversations group, 
which features sitting 
down with Adam Bis-
bee and often other Ely 
City Council members, 
to share thoughts on pub-
lic issues, will meet on 
Wednesday, Sept. 13, at 
the Ely Folk School, 209 
E. Sheridan, at 6 p.m. The 
proposed topics will be 
“Lake County taxes and 
how they fall short in ben-
efiting Ely schools,” and 
emergency services.

Community Dance
ELY- The Ely Folk 

School will hold a com-
munity dance at the Ely 
Senior Center, 27 S.  1st 
Ave. E. on Saturday, Sept. 
16, from 7-10 p.m. The 
event will feature contra, 
line, circle and barn danc-
es. No experience neces-
sary. All dances will be 
taught. Cost $10, kids free 
with parent.

Ladies’ Chainsaw 
Workshop

FALL LAKE- The 
Minnesota Women’s 
Woodland Network will 
hold a two-day chain-
saw workshop for wom-
en on Sept. 16-17, at the 
University of Minnesota 
Hubachek Wilderness 
Research Center at 425 
Shady Ln., on the north 

shore of Fall Lake. The 
workshop will meet from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. both 
days. Cost is $130. Food 
is not provided. Limited 
rustic lodging is avail-
able upon request at an 
additional cost of $40 per 
person. For lodging ques-
tions please contact Gloria 
Erickson at 218-365-0878 
or at gloria@dovetailinc.
org. Use the link on the 
research center website to 
sign-up, at https://hwrc.
cfans.umn.edu/

Frozen Auditions
ELY- Ely Memo-

rial High School’s per-
formance of “Disney’s 
Frozen, The Broadway 
Musical” is only four 
months away. Auditions 
for the musical will be on 
Sunday, Sept. 17, from 
5-7 p.m. for students in 
grades 6 through 12. Call 
back will take place on 
Sept. 18-19.

The auditions will be 
held in the Washington 
Auditorium on the Ely 
School District campus 
at 600 E. Harvey St. Use 
the center doors (marked 
with the number one) to 
enter the school and then 
turn right after the school 
offices.

5k Race Fundraiser
ELY- The Northern 

Lights 5k Glow Run will 
be on Friday, Sept. 22, at 
7 p.m. at Whiteside Park. 
The run is a fundraiser for 
the Northern Lights Club-

house, a mental health 
nonprofit based in Ely. 
This is a family-friend-
ly event, with runners, 
walkers, wheelchair driv-
ers, stroller pushers, and 
wagon pullers welcome. 
Event preregistration is 
$30 for adults, $20 for stu-
dents, and $10 for youth. 
Preregister using the link 
at https://www.elymara-
thon.com/5k. Packet Pick-
up and race-day registra-
tion will begin at noon on 
Sept. 22. New registra-
tions are welcome from 
12:00-5:45 p.m. Race day 
registrations are $35 for 
adults, $25 for students 
and $15 for youth. Bikes, 
dogs, and scooters are ex-
cluded from the race.

Wild Rice Camp
ELY- The Ely Folk 

School will hold a tradi-
tional Ojibwe wild rice 
camp on Saturday, Sept. 
23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Participants will learn 
how to dry, parch, jig, and 
winnow wild rice for use 
and storage. The camp 
will include a traditional 
feast that participants will 
help prepare. Costs are 
$60 for the class and $30 
for materials; sliding scale 
options are available.

Fire Station Open 
House

ELY- The City of 
Ely Fire Department is 
opening the station house 
doors to the public to see 
what’s inside, chat with 

city public safety officers 
about what they do. The 
Ely Public Safety Open 
House will be on Wednes-
day, Sept. 27, from 4-7 
p.m.

NLAA Fall Play
ELY- The Northern 

Lakes Arts Association 
(NLAA) fall production 
is the 2009 Tony Award 
winner, the “God of Car-
nage.” Auditions will take 
place on Sept. 27 at 6 p.m. 
Those wanting to audition 
should send an email to 
contact@northernlake-
sarts.org, and the NLAA 
will provide audition ma-
terials.

ATV Ride Fundraiser
BABBITT- The 

Friends of Babbitt Recre-
ation Fall ATV ride will 
be on Sept. 30, leaving the 
Babbitt ATV Clubhouse at 
10 a.m. Cost is $30. The 
event will include lunch, 
raffles and a Jackpot Loop 
ride. Call or text Shelley at 
218-742-4322 to pre-reg-
ister before Sept. 25. The 
event will raise funds for 
the Babbitt Splashpad.

List your event
Do you have an up-

coming Babbitt, Ely, or 
Winton event? Email 
event details, location, 
time, place and event 
cost to C. Clark at catie.
timberjay@gmail.com by 
close-of-business on the 
Tuesday the week before 
the event takes place.

I am very excited to welcome 
each and every member of our 
community to the beginning of a 
new school year.

Our schools are more than 
just buildings; they are vibrant 
centers of knowledge, growth, and 
development. As we start this new 
academic year, we look forward to 
adventures filled with new oppor-
tunities, challenges, and triumphs.

Our strength truly lies in the 
unity of our community. Students, 
families, staff, and community 
members - together, we form an 
incredible network of support that 
fuels the dreams and goals of our 
young minds. Let’s continue to 
work together to create an envi-
ronment of collaboration and un-
derstanding, where every individ-
ual feels valued.

To our students, I encourage 
you to approach each day with 
curiosity and kindness in your 
hearts. Let your questions be 
the sparks that ignite new ideas 
and innovations. Remember that 

learning goes beyond textbooks - 
it’s a lifelong journey that shapes 
who you become.

Our teachers and staff are 
the foundation of our educational 
community. Their passion, dedica-
tion, and unwavering commitment 
play a pivotal role in shaping the 
minds and character of our stu-
dents. Let’s express our gratitude 
for their tireless efforts.

This year holds an adventure 
with endless possibilities. We will 
embrace challenges with courage, 
for they are the stepping stones to 
growth. We will celebrate achieve-
ments, no matter how small, for 
they are the milestones of prog-
ress.

As we navigate this new 
school year, I encourage open 
communication. If you have any 
questions, concerns, or thoughts, 
please do not hesitate to reach 
out. Your feedback is invaluable 
in helping us create an even better 
educational experience for all at 
the Ely Public School District.

From Anne Oelke, Superintendent of ISD 696

ELY- Donald G. Gardner 
Humanities Trust is happy to an-
nounce the opening of the 2023 
fall grant round with applications 
due by midnight, Wednesday, 
Sept. 27. Due to complications 
with the previous online applica-
tion process, Gardner Trust has 
launched an improved website 
and application process, avail-
able at www.gardnertrust.org.

Great care has been taken 
with the new design to ensure 
grant guidelines and application 
requirements are more discov-
erable. A new “Common Ques-
tions” page has been added to 
address feedback from the spring 
grant round, and this page will 
continue to grow as new ques-
tions are identified. Help the 
Trust improve its process by 
sending any unanswered ques-
tions to info@gardnertrust.org.

Other improvements include 
visibility into the grant life cycle. 
After submitting a grant, appli-
cants can track the status of their 
application, grant payment, and 
final report through the portal. 
For all new grants, final reports 
will also be submitted using the 
new website giving grantees the 
ability to manage the entire grant 
process online.

Available Grants
Artists and groups can apply 

for grants in the following five 
categories:

Individual Artist Grants 
encourage developing and estab-
lished artists with funding of up 
to $1,000 to take advantage of an 
impending, concrete opportunity.

Organization Project 
Grants support activities in the 
fine arts and for the Ely Public 
Library. Grant support is intend-
ed to make it possible for orga-
nizations to present or produce a 
fine arts activity.

Youth Grants are awarded 
to Ely school students in grades 
6-12 who have an interest in and 
demonstrate high motivation in 
the fine arts. The youth grants of 
up to $750 can be used for work-
shops, classes, lessons or men-
torships.

Scholarships are available 
for graduates of Ely Memori-
al High School who are in their 
third or fourth year of college 
studies or in graduate school. 
Trust scholarships are awarded 
to students majoring in one of the 
disciplines of fine arts or library 
science. Ely Public Library staff 
pursuing library science are also 
eligible for scholarships.

Operational Funding 
Grants fund high-quality, estab-
lished Ely area organizations that 
produce or present fine arts activ-
ities or provide services to artists. 

More Information
Individuals and organiza-

tions that would like to have 
a draft application reviewed 
should contact Peter Schamber, 
Executive Director, by Sept. 20. 
Office hours for the grant peri-
od are Fridays from 3 p.m. – 5 
p.m. in the Trust office at City 
Hall; or applicants can arrange 
an appointment for another time 
by emailing Peter at info@gard-
nertrust.org (preferred) or calling 
218-365-2639.

The purpose of the Trust 
shall be for the enhancement, 
growth and improvement of:

1) The Ely Public Library; 2) 
The arts and artisans of Ely and 
surrounding area, to include the 
performing arts, the visual arts 
and literature; 3) The creating 
and funding of scholarships, ed-
ucational and artistic grants; 4) 
The cultural and aesthetic envi-
ronment of the City of Ely and its 
surrounding area.

Dorothy Molter 
special label

ELY- The summer tourists 
may have gone home, but the 
Dorothy Molter Museum 30th 
anniversary activities are not 
yet over. In a recent email, the 
museum revealed that the 30th 
Anniversary Limited Edition 
Bottles of Dorothy Molter Root 
Beer should arrive this week. 
The bottles have labels de-
signed by the talented volunteer 
Theresa Ptak. 

The bottles with the limited 
edition labels will only be avail-
able until next summer. Those 
wanting to purchase the limit-
ed edition root beer can order 
through the museum’s online 
store or at the museum store be-
ginning this Friday, Sept. 8

Museum grant
The Museum received an 

Iron Range Resources & Re-
habilitation Grant to fund an 
accessibility project. The proj-
ect proposal was the brainchild 
of the museum’s three summer 
interns. These matching funds 
will help the museum to pur-
chase two wheelchair accessible 
picnic tables, plants for a sen-
sory garden, and supplies for a 
sensory bag for neurodivergent 
visitors.

Ely School District Superintendent Anne Oelke sits and 
chats with high school senior Matt Johnson while he eats 
breakfast just before the official start of school on Sept. 5. 
photo by C. Clark
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COOK- The Cook 
Hospital Health Fair on 
Saturday, Sept. 16 has 
turned into a much big-
ger affair than organizers 
originally envisioned.

Interest from 
health-related businesses 
and organizations across 
the area has skyrocket-
ed in recent weeks, and 
Chris Novak said Tuesday 
that 29 have signed up for 
booths at the fair.

Those are in addition 
to all of the booths that 
will feature Cook Hospi-
tal’s many and varied ser-
vices.

“We were very ner-
vous a couple of weeks 
ago, because we were 
struggling to get vendors,” 
Novak said. “The last cou-
ple of weeks we have got-
ten a lot of people signed 
up. There’s even vendors 
that we never even knew 
existed. We’re excited be-

cause it’s probably going 
to be one of our bigger 
health fairs.”

A few of the many 
vendors at the fair that 
display the fair’s diversity 
include Bridge to Health, 
Celebrate Health, Grief 
Support, Clean Life Fam-
ily, Harbor View Spa and 
Boutique, Wilderness in 
the Woods, and St. Louis 
County Public Health.

The fair is definitely 
a family-friendly event. 
Novak said there will be a 
kids area with games, and 
a fire truck and ambulance 
to explore. A favorite fea-
ture for kids is royalty, 
and newly-crowned Mrs. 
Petite USA, Rachel Bet-
terley, will be on hand to 
greet children. Betterley’s 
presence isn’t just because 
of her crown, either – her 
philanthropy, Sketch-
books for Kids, empha-
sizes the healing power of 

art.
Those who attend 

can register to win some 
big prizes, too. First prize 
will be a Traeger grill, a 
brand that consistently 
appears in top grill lists. 
Two second prizes will be 
awarded, a $500 gift cer-
tificate to Zup’s Market 
and a $500 gift certificate 
to F&D meats. Third prize 
will be a $250 gift certifi-
cate to Zup’s. 

“There’s a lot of peo-
ple struggling because 
groceries are expensive 
right now and this is one 
way to help them,” Novak 
said.

There will be other 
smaller prizes and give-
aways, Novak said, in-
cluding a grocery cooler 
bag for all who register.

The fair will be from 
9 a.m. to noon at the hos-
pital.

FIELD TWP- If one 
were to create a televi-
sion show name to repre-
sent leadership at North 
Woods School in 2023, it 
might well be “Extreme 
Makeover – Administra-
tive Edition.”

The first big change 
came in January when 
Kelly Engman moved 
from Northeast Range  
and took over the reins as 
principal. Starting at NER 
as a fifth grade teacher in 
2006, she moved up to 
Dean of Students in 2014 
and became principal in 
2014. She also taught lan-
guage arts at Cotton High 
School in grades seven 
through 12, and has post-
graduate degrees in both 
elementary education and 
educational leadership 
and administration. At 
the time of the move, Su-
perintendent Reggie En-
gebritson said Engman’s 
background, experience 
and abilities would be a 
good effective match with 
North Woods.

And indeed, Engman 
said she’s found that to be 
the case.

“One of the things that 
I really like to pride my-
self on is just teaming and 
working collaboratively 
with people – I had that 
established at Northeast 
Range,” she said. “Some-
times change is just a 
good idea, to have a fresh 
perspective to see things 
from a different point of 
view. When I came over 
here, I was able to look at 
the teams, look at the col-
laboration that was hap-
pening, and then we just 
improved upon it. Not that 
it was bad or anything, it 
was just how can I make 
this better? Sometimes it 
just takes a new person to 
rejuvenate some things.”

Another reason En-
gebritson gave for the un-
usual mid-year change at 

the top was to pave the way 
for a second big change to 
come, the elimination of 
the dean of students posi-
tion in favor of a new as-
sistant principal and activ-
ities director position for 
the 2023-24 school year. 
Giving Engman a semes-
ter’s head start would let 
her learn about the North 
Woods community and 
better prepare her to help 
a new assistant get off to 
a good start, Engebritson 
reasoned.

Engman believes that 
was a good rationale as 
well.

“I’m still learning 
because it takes longer 
than six months to get to 
know everybody sure, but 
even just processes of how 
things run and how kind 
of how you do business is 
a little different in every 
building,” Engman said. 
“So now I feel like I’m not 
a new person anymore, 
like I’m established here, 
and we don’t have two 
new administrators com-
ing in, which would have 
been more difficult. The 
culture here is an amaz-
ing culture because peo-
ple that come in are wel-
comed with open arms, 
like there was no hesita-
tion for me coming. That 
was just such a great thing 
to see because I know then 
that other people come in 
with those same welcom-
ing arms from the staff 
and the students. It was re-
ally good to be able to by 
the end of the year name 
most of the kids when I 
met them in the hallway, 
to be able to go to sporting 
events and be out in the 
community and see famil-
iar faces. And Crystal is 
doing an amazing job just 
stepping in.”

Crystal is Crystal 
Poppler, the new assis-
tant principal. An Ely na-
tive, Poppler spent eight 
years at Northeast Range 
as a fifth grade teacher 
and developed a relation-

ship with Engman. Pop-
pler moved to Northland 
Learning Center last year 
as their dean of students 
and holds a master’s de-
gree and administration 
certificate from St. Mary’s 
University.

One needs only to lis-
ten to the two together a 
short while before seeing 
their easy, respectful, and 
frank camaraderie. It’s 
clear that they share sim-
ilar educational and lead-
ership philosophies, and 
perhaps most importantly 
agree that accentuating 
the positive is the way for-
ward for setting the direc-
tion and tone of education 
at North Woods.

“I am excited to be 
back in 2142 and here at 
North Woods, excited to 
get to know all the kids 
and everybody. Every-
one I have met so far, like 
Kelly said, it’s super wel-
coming, so I’m excited to 
help build that sense of 
family.”

One way in which 
Poppler’s position will be 
different from a dean of 
students is in the admin-
istrative responsibility she 
will be taking on and the 
ability to team more with 
Engman.

“Crystal and I keep 
telling each other ‘I don’t 
have to do this by myself 
anymore,’” Engman said. 
“Now we have her and I 
as a team working with all 
our staff to implement our 
strategic plan, what we’re 
going to do to improve 
our culture, and all of the 
different things we’re do-

ing. It’s both of us doing 
it together. In the past, the 
dean of student role was 
a teacher, so they didn’t 
have that opportunity. 
Now Crystal is able to 
help with observing teach-
ers for evaluations and to 
positively work through 
conflict with teachers and 
parents. That opens up 
time for me to get into 
classrooms more, for her 
to get in classrooms more 
to see firsthand what’s go-
ing on and to meet with 
our teachers to provide 
professional development 
and support.”

And while both ad-
ministrators tout the posi-
tives about North Woods, 
they’re not oblivious to 
the challenges students 
and staff are facing either.

“We’re still coming 
out of COVID and some 
of the things that people 
experienced,” Engman 
said. “They’re still learn-
ing skills that maybe they 
should have learned a cou-
ple of years ago. Along 
with that we’re seeing a 
lot of students with men-
tal health concerns and 
we’re trying to help them 
with that. We’re looking 
at how those things play 
a role in student achieve-
ment because if our stu-
dents aren’t able to learn 
because they have some 
other things going on it’s 
going to be really difficult 
to show proficiency on a 
test.”

Engman touted the 
school’s support system 
for students and families, 
which includes a social 

worker, Indigenous sup-
port advocates, a counsel-
or, a Check and Connect 
mentor, and the ADAPT 
program.

“We have an amaz-
ing support team, not only 
for our students, but for 
our staff,” Engman said. 
“That’s part of the culture 
of our school.”

Also part of the over-
all support focus is a fo-
cus on positive behavior 
through the Positive Be-
havioral Interventions and 
Supports system, a school-
wide framework that uses 
prevention-focused tools 
and strategies to promote 
positive student interac-
tions and a safe learning 
environment.

“I feel like that’s a big 
focus and has been for a 
while within the district, 
but we’re really focusing 
on building those rela-
tionships and the whole 
child,” Poppler said.

Poppler will be han-
dling a lot of the student 
behavior issues that arise, 
and she talked about one 
of the techniques called 
restorative circles.

“Everyone would sit 
in a circle, and you have 
a facilitator so everybody 
gets a chance to share and 
talk and you can work 
through something. Ev-
erybody is seen and heard 
within that circle, every-
body gets to express why 
something happened, and 
how they felt. So kids 
work through those dis-
agreements together.”

Research shows that 
when kids are engaged 
with school they do better, 
and student activities are 
a key component of that. 
Poppler sees student ac-
tivities at North Woods as 
a strong point.

“I was truly amazed 
at how many activities 
are offered here for a 
small school,” she said. 
“We have a lot of extra-
curricular activities and I 
still probably don’t even 

know all of them. I’m still 
learning. But it’s amazing. 
There are opportunities 
for anyone to be involved 
with where they will find a 
passion.”

The pair will also be 
facilitating the transition 
of new staff members into 
the North Woods commu-
nity, and they’ll get a great 
deal of support from the 
rest of the staff.

“It’s fun to see our 
veterans take these people 
and just make them part of 
the team,” Engman said. 
“There’s a lot of mentor-
ing that happens, and we 
have a lot of teachers re-
turning that were new last 
year, so it’s a good mix of 
the newer and the veterans 
and a great opportunity for 
us to pave the way to im-
proving for our kids every 
year.”

Engman is also pas-
sionate about connecting 
more with families and the 
greater community, some-
thing particularly import-
ant for a school in the 
country that draws from 
multiple communities. 
One new tool for that is 
a new weekly newsletter 
that’s sent out and posted 
on social media, but that’s 
only a beginning, she said.

“We have students 
coming from all over the 
place to be Grizzlies,” 
she said. “We want to as 
much as possible provide 
opportunities for people 
to come into our school 
and see what’s happening, 
to see the students work-
ing hard and doing the 
things they’re excelling 
at. We want to provide 
that chance for people to 
become part of the North 
Woods community. We 
want to make sure that 
we provide the tools and 
resources so that we have 
good communication with 
families and that we can 
build that trust with them, 
too, because that goes a 
long way in in a child’s 
success.”

COOK- The Cook 
area book club will meet 
on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 1 
p.m. at the Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts gallery 
in Cook. The book for 
discussion this month is 
“Under Ground “ by Me-
gan Marsnik.  

“Under Ground” is 
a story inspired by true 
events in the history of the 
Iron Range. It is a story of 
a young Slovenian wom-
an, Katka Kovich, who 

emigrates to Minnesota’s 
Iron Range in 1915 where 
mines are on the brink of 
a revolution. Katka writes 
for her aunt’s secret news-
paper and chronicles the 
shootouts at labor rallies, 
murders in the mines, po-
lice corruption and false 
imprisonments. The au-
thor grew up in Biwabik 
and was the daughter and 
granddaughter of union 
activists. As Marsnik 
stated, “There is no one 

stronger than an Iron 
Range woman.” A truly 
inspirational story.

The book for next 
month’s discussion will 
be “Finding Me,” a mem-
oir by Viola Davis, who 
was nominated for Acad-
emy Awards for best ac-
tress for her roles in the 
movies “The Help” and 
“Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-
tom.”

COOK- On Sunday, 
Sept. 10 at 9:30 a.m. Trin-
ity Lutheran Church of 
Cook will be holding its 
annual Sunday morning 
worship at the Little Fork 
Church on the corner of 
Wein Rd. and Samuelson 
Rd. in Field Township.

There is a handi-

capped accessible ramp 
in the back of the church. 
Coffee, treats and fellow-
ship will be enjoyed after 
the service in this beauti-
ful spot of God’s creation. 
In case of rain, worship 
will be held at the church 
in Cook.

Historic church to host service

Book club to meet on Tuesday
Hospital health fair promises 
to be largest in many years

Grizzlies admins chart positive course for new year
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Kelly Engman Crystal Poppler

BACK TO
SCHOOL

North Woods students returned to campus Tuesday, some more eager 
than others. Left: Casen Palmer sprints ahead of his bus mates for 
the front door. Center: Kamron Rose, Nella Goodsky, and Carleigh 
Whiteman take a more leisurely approach. Right: Student Council 
members are passing out treats.      photos by D. Colburn
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Board seeks bids for drinking water plant

on the students’ educational 
experience. 

The school has hired 
two new teachers, in math 
and special ed, plus two 
new full-time licensed 
student support staff, 
including social worker 
Muriel Deegan and student 
success counselor Jackie 
Riding.

Sam O’Brien, who 
started working part-time 
at the school last winter, 
is now working full-time 
as the school director and 
science teacher. His back-
ground includes teach-
ing visual arts, math, and 
science, as well as outdoor 
and experiential education. 
He has taught at charter 
schools and has worked 
with homeless youth as 
well. He spent eight years 
teaching at Great River 
School, a charter school 
in St. Paul before becom-
ing the school’s director 
for another eight years. 
O’Brien recently moved to 
Ely with his two teens, both 
of whom attend VCS, and a 
younger child, who started 
in the fifth grade at Tower-
Soudan Elementary this 
week.  He recently became 
a board member at Northern 
Lakes Arts Association, 
where he has taken on the 
treasurer role, and also 
volunteers as a coach for 
the mountain bike club at 
Hidden Valley as well as for 
the TS Elementary soccer 
program.

“School should help 
young people be excited 
about their adult life,” he 
said.
Orientation

The first two weeks at 
VCS will focus on building 
teamwork and group work 

skills. One big goal, said 
O’Brien, is for all the kids 
to learn each other by name 
and to learn how to support 
each other.

“We are creating a 
strong support system for 
our kids,” he said, “so 
they know they belong. 
Academic achievement is 
shown to go up when every-
one knows each other’s 
names.”

Orientat ion week 
activities will include a trip 
to Voyageurs National Park 
to go canoeing in Voyageur 
canoes, community service 
projects, hands-on con-
struction projects at the 
school, as well as plenty of 
active time outdoors.
New staff and 
programming

O’Brien has written 
several successful grant 
applications to increase 
staffing at VCS this year.

The student success 
counselor Jackie Riding 
will be focusing on sup-
porting individual students, 
helping them make plans 

for after graduation, and 
working to help students 
gain college credit for work 
while still in high school, 
as well as gaining other 
experience needed to be 
successful after leaving 
VCS.

Riding has worked 
part-time in the ADAPT 
program at VCS the last 
two years and she is happy 
to be at this school full-time 
this year.

Special education 
social worker Muriel 
Deegan will be supporting 
the families of the school’s 
American Indian students, 
co-teaching an Ojibwe 
culture class, supporting 
students who wish to study 
Ojibwe, as well as working 
as the school social worker.

A third new position, 
not yet hired, is the result 
of a successful Stronger 
Connections Grant. This 
funding will be used to 
offer Indigenous educa-
tion to all students for the 
next three years. The grant 
funds a full-time position, 

as well as field trips and 
other resources. Plans for 
this year include taking 
students out to harvest and 
process wild rice, maple 
sugaring, making mocca-
sins, and teaching 1854 
history in the upper-level 
social studies class. The 
school will be bringing in 
instructors, many from Bois 
Forte, to teach electives 
and seminars. As part of 
a world languages class, 
Ojibwe will be offered as 
a for-credit class.

Muriel Deegan, who 
most recently worked as 
a social worker at Tower-
Soudan Elementary, is 
excited to be working at 
VCS. She will be working 
with special education 
paraprofessional Michelle 
Maki teaching the Ojibwe 
Culture elective. In her 
social worker role she will 
be a supportive liaison 
between students, homes, 
family services, protective 
services, and the school. 
She will also provide 
counseling and work with 

students and families on 
social/emotional topics.

New math teacher 
Amy Hendrickson is no 
stranger to charter schools. 
She helped found the East 
Range Academy of Arts 
and Technology in Eveleth 
back in 2006, where she 
worked as both a teacher 
and director. This will be 
her 28th year teaching.

“I really like the 
approach of this school,” 
she said. 

She said O’Brien and 
his leadership style is a great 
fit for VCS. “This is not a 
traditional school,” she 
said. “You need someone 
not leading by a traditional 
model.”

Special education 
teacher Marjorie Wood 
has come out of retirement 
to take on a full-time role. 
Many students will be 
familiar with her as she 
was a substitute teacher 
last year.

“Our team is here to 
serve our students,” she 
said. “I really like having 
the kids know that when 
they are here, it is a safe 
place and we are here to 
help.”

Wood had a grandson 
enrolled at VCS previously 
and was a member of the 
school board.

But with the new learn-
ing spaces and new director 
“it feels like we are walking 
into a whole new era, start-
ing on the ground floor and 
creating what we want this 
school to become.”

“I feel like I’ve been 
preparing for this position 
all my life,” she said. 
Wood’s teaching experi-
ence was previously at the 
college level, and she also 

worked in high tech, with 
Honeywell.

“My generation of 
adults might get the world 
to stop thinking of retire-
ment,” she said. “We are 
still useful. What better 
thing to do than contribute 
to our young people.”

She and her late 
husband Michael raised 
four of her grandchildren, 
and she has plenty of real 
world experience on the 
parent side of special edu-
cation.

“I know how to be an 
advocate,” she said. 

Language arts/music/
art teacher Karin Schmidt 
is back, as well as social 
s tud ies  t eacher  and 
school chef Chris Glazer. 
Paraprofessionals Michelle 
Maki and Amy Heglund are 
back, and the school is now 
looking for one additional 
full-time special education 
paraprofessionals (high 
school diplomas required, 
and background check).

The school provides 
high quality breakfast and 
lunch free for all students. 
Transportation is provided 
from Tower/Soudan/Lake 
Vermilion, Ely, Embarrass/
Babbitt, Quad Cities, with 
a new transportation option 
for students from Nett 
Lake and Cook through 
Big Woods Transportation. 
The school still has a few 
remaining openings for 
new students, especially 
in the seventh and eighth 
grades, with more limited 
openings in grades 9-12. 
See www.vermilioncoun-
try.org or email info@
vermilioncountry.org for 
an enrollment packet or 
school visit information.

Students mug for the camera during a “Getting to Know You” exercise on the 
first day of classes at Vermilion Country School. photo by J. Summit

T O W E R - S O U D A N —
Pressed by a recommendation 
from the Minnesota Department 
of Health, the Tower-Breitung 
Waste Water Board has approved 
seeking bids for the construction 
of a drinking water treatment 
plant that engineers estimate will 
cost as much as $5.5 million. 

Available funding for the 
project includes a $3.375 million 
grant from the Army Corps and 

a $1.1 million grant through 
the state’s Public Facilities 
Authority, leaving the joint water 
authority about a million dollars 
short of the expected cost. 

That means Tower-Soudan 
residents may be picking up 
the tab for any remaining debt 
service.

But the new plant is close to a 
necessity, according to TBWWB 
manager Matt Tuchel, given the 
recent reclassification of the com-
munities’ drinking water source 
as surface connected.

That puts substantially 
greater demands on a treatment 
facility, since surface water is 
subject to much greater fluctua-
tion in quality than groundwater. 
That’s been apparent in Tower-
Soudan in recent weeks as a result 
of the ongoing drought, which 
has darkened the water and added 
tastes that the existing treatment 
facility can’t address. 

“The new facility should 
result in much better drinking 
water quality,” said Tuchel. 

The new facility will cost 

more to operate, although Tuchel 
said it isn’t clear how much more 
at this point. He said staff time to 
run the plant should be compa-
rable to the existing facility, but 
he said chemical costs will likely 
increase. 

Tuchel said the Department 
of Health has limited its response 
to the situation to recommenda-
tion, but Tuchel said the state 
agency could eventually require 
the communities’ to install an 
improved treatment system. 

The communities have long 

relied on well water but those 
wells are shallow and recent 
studies have shown that their 
proximity to the East Two River 
and higher water tables due to 
beaver activity in the area, were 
creating surface contamination. 
State rules on drinking water 
treatment are considerably stricter 
when communities rely on surface 
sources. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

lease space at the center for 
community events, since 
the building also functions 
as a community center 
space for most of the Ely 
area.

She noted that “the 
Ely Senior Center has been 
self-sufficient, serving the 
needs of the area’s seniors 
and the entire community 
for nearly 40 years.”

Maki was followed 
by senior center supporter 
Gerald Tyler, who noted 
that the Ely Senior Center 
didn’t get any support 
for operating costs from 
organizations like the Iron 
Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation Board and 
the Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity. “Only Ely 
can fund the $24,000 the 
Ely Senior Center needs,” 
noting that many cities 
and counties fund senior 
centers or devote signifi-
cant support to nonprofits 
delivering similar services.

The funding request is 
greater than the $7,500 for 
the center that appeared on 
the Sept. 5 agenda, which 
the budget committee had 
recommended for approv-
al. After listening to the 
two senior center support-
ers, council member Al 
Forsman, who is the coun-
cil’s liaison with the budget 
committee, moved that the 
council pass the $7,500 
contribution from Ely “as 
a placeholder,” which was 

passed unanimously. The 
council then resolved to 
discuss possible projects 
for the center at the upcom-
ing projects committee 
meeting on this upcoming 
Monday. The council also 
placed the subject of how 
much the city can afford to 
contribute onto the agenda 
of the next budget meeting.

Forsman remarked that 
the senior center is used by 
more than just City of Ely 
residents and that the other 
local governments in the 
area should also support it 
better, noting that Morse 
Township only contributed 
$400 last year.

The discussion at the 
next budget committee 
meeting is timely, given 
that city department heads 
are currently making their 
budget requests for next 
year, in preparation for 
the city council to set 
next year’s maximum levy 
amount before the end of 
the month.

“We’re close to setting 
the maximum levy,” said 
Ely clerk-treasurer Harold 
Langowski, “and then we 
argue on how to spend that 
until December,” referring 
to how Ely’s budget process 
works.

“We won’t leave you 
in the lurch,” Ely Mayor 
Heidi Omerza told the Ely 
Senior Center supporters.
Ely Area Ambulance

The council denied 

paying a $48,616.35 
invoice from the Ely Area 
Ambulance Joint Powers 
Board (JPB) for the operat-
ing subsidy for the Ely Area 
Ambulance Service for 
further 2023 expenses. The 
council resolved to keep 
the support at the $34,300 
approved at their previous 
meeting. The invoice was 
based on a per-capita oper-
ating subsidy of $15.15.

Forsman, who is the 
Ely representative on the 
JPB, remarked that Ely 
offered earlier this summer 
to fund the full $48,616 “if 
the other two townships 
would also do so, but they 
declined, so I recommend 
that we stay with what we 
decided last meeting.”

In describing some 
of the backstory about the 
2023 subsidy requests from 
the ambulance service, 
Forsman explained that 
the JPB requested multi-
ple times during 2023 for 
“information on what we 
would be funding (i.e., 
the 2023 budget), and we 
received nothing.”

In other action on 
Tuesday, the council:

Resolved to hold a 
joint study session meeting 
with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission on 
Sept. 26 to discuss the 
updated permissible and 
conditional uses list.

Approved the pur-
chase of a radar sign from 

Radarsign for $4,415 using 
the Public Safety Aid funds 
from Minnesota.

Approved an addi-
tional $9,000 in the 2024 
budget for the Ely Area 
Ambulance Joint Powers 
Board, for ambulance 
building expenses.

Approved a budget 
committee recommen-
dation to receipt police 
abandoned property profits 
to the equipment replace-
ment fund.

Approved putting 
the wastewater treatment 
plant’s 200-kilowatt gen-
erator up for bids.

 Approved pur-
chasing the 2016 Ford 
Explorer from the Ely Area 
Ambulance Service for 
$15,500.

Approved soliciting 
bids on a new pickup truck 
for the Electric Department.

Heard a report from 
the budget committee that 
future meetings will be at 
4 p.m. instead of 4:30 p.m. 
on the 3rd Monday of the 
month.

Approved the pur-
chase of a new line tracer 
for the Electric Department 
for $4,790.

Approved the sub-
stantial completion status 
of the wastewater treatment 
facility project as well as 
related change orders No. 
19 for $1,897 and No. 20 
for $11,557.

Approved paying 

Butch Gornik $450 for 
consulting services.

Approved a light-
ing rebate to Circle K for 
$1,364 and residential AC/
Heat rebates for $400 to 
Roy Anderson and $400 to 
Derek Jenson.

Approved the forma-
tion of a negotiating com-
mittee for the “Supervisors 
of Other than Essential 
Workers” contract that 
starts on January 1, 2024. 
City Council members 
Angela Campbell and 
Jerome Debeltz, and Mayor 
Heidi Omerza will be on 
the committee with council 
member Ryan Callen as the 
designated back-up.

Voted to accept the 
donation of a dock from 
Nan and Gerald Snyder to 
be used at the North end of 
Miner’s Lake. The council 
also resolved to send the 
Synders a thank you letter.

Approved a note and 
mortgage for the residential 
rehab loan for Josh Brang 
and Sarah Murn at 931 E. 
Harvey St. for $10,000 for 
a new propane boiler.

Approved claims for 
payment of $197,325 by 
the city and Ely Utilities 
Commission, $4,018 for 
League of Minnesota 
Membership dues, $30 
for a Minnesota Mayors 
Association Membership 
for 2023-24, and $6,153 for 
Coalition of Greater MN 
Cities 2024 membership 

dues. 
 Denied spending 

$1,644 for a Minnesota 
Association of Small Cities 
2023-2024 membership. In 
the discussion, Langowski 
noted that “our interests 
and theirs don’t always 
overlap,” but that, “we may 
want consider this for future 
budgets.”

Approved a resolu-
tion “authorizing to execute 
Minnesota Department 
of Transportation grant 
agreement for airport 
improvements excluding 
land acquisition.”

Approved an in-kind 
request from the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce for 
the Harvest Moon Festival.

 A p p r o v e d  t h e 
renewal of Stinky Pete’s 
Edible Cannabinoid Dealer 
License for 2023-24, 
pending proper paperwork, 
insurance, fees and a valid 
certificate of occupancy.

Voted to update the 
City Code (§5.01.8 ) on 
exclusive liquor stores to 
coincide with state law 
(Minn. §340A.412, subd. 
14). The liquor store section 
on Minnesota’s law site 
does not yet reflect the new 
2023 legislation allowing 
liquor stores to sell canna-
binoid edibles.

Heard the report 
from Fire Chief David 
Marshall that the old ladder 
truck will be going out on 
bids this week.



algae love,” said Anderson.
While some Lake 

Vermilion residents have 
been concerned that this 
year’s bloom reflects a 
decline in water quality, 
that’s not necessarily the 
case, said Anderson. 

“Lake Vermilion has 
lots of water quality data, 
and it was assessed as 
meeting our lake water 
quality standards at the 
last assessment we did 
in 2017,” said Anderson. 
“Our standards include the 
June – September “summer 
average” values for total 
phosphorus, chlorophyll-a 
(i.e. algae concentration) 
and water clarity,” he said. 
“In general algae levels are 
lower in the Cook end of 
the Lake compared to the 
Tower end.”

In fact, the noticeable 
algae bloom on Vermilion 
appears to be limited to 
areas, like the south shore 
of Pine Island, or bays on 
the lake’s east end, where 
persistent southerly or 
southwesterly winds ahead 
of the latest heat wave, con-
centrated algae that blew in 
from Big Bay.  

Blue-green algae is 
a natural part of virtually 
every Minnesota lake’s 
flora, so its presence alone 
isn’t necessarily cause for 

concern. “Mild to moder-
ate blooms [of blue-green 
algae] in Lake Vermilion 
in late summer and early 
fall are not uncommon,” 
said Anderson. “I have seen 
and documented them in 
my past work on the lake.” 

DNR fisheries staff, 
who have been conduct-
ing their late summer gill 

netting on Vermilion in 
recent days, say that the 
algae— both green and 
blue-green algae— appears 
worst on the far east end of 
the lake, from Cable Bay to 
Mud Creek Bay, and dimin-
ishes to the west. Reports 
of high blue-green algae 
populations have also come 
in to the Timberjay from 

Canfield Bay, on the south 
side of Pine Island. Mary 
Beth Nevers, a seasonal 
resident on Pine Island, said 
the bloom is much worse 
than in past years and she 
said she’s worried about 
its impact on fish, loons, 
people, and dogs. 

While lakeshore devel-
opment can spark addition-
al algae growth on lakes, 
particularly when lakeshore 
owners don’t take steps to 
reduce their use of phos-
phate-containing deter-
gents and fertilizers, or have 
leaking septic systems, 
recent algae blooms haven’t 
been limited to lakes with 
large numbers of summer 
homes and cabins. Last 
year, some lakes in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, saw 
extensive algae blooms as 
well, which suggests other 
factors may be contributing 
to the problem.

Research is under-
way to better understand 
what might be driving 
the apparent increase in 
algae blooms in Minnesota 
lakes. Scientists suspect 
that climate change may 
be playing a role since 
Minnesota lakes are getting 
warmer in summer, and that 
can increase algae growth. 

Atmospheric deposition of 
dust or ash from wildfires 
can also import nutrients, 
even into remote lakes. 
Is blue-green 
algae toxic?

Blue-green algae, 
known to scientists as 
cyanobacteria, can be toxic, 
although that’s not the case 
with most species of cya-
nobacteria. Unfortunately, 
you can’t tell simply from 
looking at the algae with 
the naked eye whether it’s 
a species capable of creat-
ing toxins or not. Which is 
why it’s best to avoid water 
with large concentrations of 
blue-green algae. 

According to the 
MPCA, you can become 
sick if you swallow, have 
skin contact with, or breathe 
in airborne water droplets 
while swimming, boating, 
wate rsk i ing ,  tub ing , 
bathing, or showering in 
water that has harmful 
algae or if you drink water 
that contains algal toxins. 
If you become sick, you 
might experience vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, eye irrita-
tion, cough, sore throat, 
and headache. Symptoms 
generally begin hours to 
two days after exposure.

The activities that put 

you in contact with the 
water — and the amount of 
time you spend on them — 
will affect your exposure to 
algae toxins. Children will 
generally be more affected 
than adults.

If you rely on untreated 
lake water for drinking, 
cooking, showering, or 
brushing teeth, especially 
for infants and small chil-
dren, you should discontin-
ue its use in the presence 
of blooms of blue-green 
algae. Boiling water will 
not destroy algae toxins 
and could actually increase 
toxin levels. Simple treat-
ment options are also not 
effective; multiple treat-
ment steps are typically 
needed to remove algae 
toxins. 

Water that may be 
contaminated can still be 
used for washing dishes, 
or laundry, though it may 
irritate skin. 

Toxins from algae can 
accumulate in the entrails 
(guts) of fish and occasion-
ally in the muscle tissue. 
Levels in fish depend upon 
the severity of the bloom 
in the area where the fish 
are caught.

In general, fish that 
are caught in areas of a 
waterbody where major 
blue-green algae blooms 
are occurring may be safe 
to eat, as long as the guts 
are discarded. However, 
it’s uncertain how much 
algae toxin can accumulate 
in fillets, so anglers may 
want to wait a week or two 
after algae blooms are over 
before fishing and eating 
fish from waters where a 
bloom is occurring.

Pets, especially dogs, 
are susceptible to harmful 
algae because they are rel-
atively small and tend to 
swallow more water while 
swimming and playing in 
the water. Dogs may ingest 
algae if they lick their coats 
after leaving the water. 
They are also less deterred 
by green, smelly water that 
may contain harmful algae.

To reduce your dog’s 
exposure to blue-green 
algae, the MPCA recom-
mends that you don’t let 
them swim or drink where 
there is noticeable algae in 
the water or scum on the 
shore.

If they did swim in 
water that could have 
harmful algae, rinse them 
off with fresh water imme-
diately. Don’t let them lick 
their fur.

Animals can expe-
rience symptoms within 
minutes of exposure to the 
toxins. Symptoms they 
might experience include 
vomiting, diarrhea, weak-
ness, difficulty breathing, 
and seizures. In the worst 
cases, animals have died. If 
your pet experiences these 
symptoms after exposure to 
algae, contact your veteri-
narian immediately.
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ALGAE...Continued from page 1

Workers were busy dismantling the dilapitated 
Mesabi Trail bridge over the East Two River on 
Tuesday. Work on the bridge should be completed 
by the end of the month. photo by M. Helmberger

Small rafts of blue-green algae float amidst the 
soupy water of Armstrong Bay this past week. 
photo by M. Helmberger

PRIZES

What’s The
Buzz About...

Cook Hospital
2023 Health Fair

Saturday, September 16th

9am - 12pm

Kids Area  |  Prizes  |  Pulled Pork Sandwiches  |  And More!

10 Fifth Street SE Cook, MN 55723

The goal of the health fair is to inform, enlighten and inspire all who attend 
to make health and wellness a priority in their lives and to provide tools 
and information needed to get and stay healthy. We hope to see you there!

GRAND PRIZE
Traeger

Grill

2ND PRIZE (2)
$500 Zup’s Gift Card

& $500 F & D Gift Card

3RD PRIZE
$250

Zup’s Gift Card

Featured Guest
Mrs. Petite USA

DRY NEEDLING

Modern pain relief treatMent
Headaches • Jaw pain

Shoulder, neck, & Back pain
Muscular tension 
planter fasciitis

Physical Therapy Clinics in 
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

pHone: 218-481-7603 
WeBSite: living-well-therapy.com

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free 
consultation to see if physical therapy can 

help you or look us up on the web

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

2023 Chevrolet 
Trailblazer LS

$23,575

Harvest a Great Deal!Harvest a Great Deal!

Long-delayed Mesabi Trail work finally moving forward
OUTDOOR RECREATION

TOWER-SOUDAN— 
A project that’s been 
plagued by delays is finally 
moving forward here and 
that’s good news for hikers 
and bikers who use the 
Mesabi Trail. 

That portion of the 
trail which extends from 
Tower’s civic center to 
Soudan’s Only Store, is 
among the oldest stretches 
along the entire 150-mile 
course of the trail and it’s 
been showing its age the 
past few years with huge 
cracks in its pavement and 
humps and dips from years 
of frost heaving. 

It was originally ear-

marked for completion two 
years ago, but the need to 
coordinate with sewer and 
manhole upgrades being 
undertaken by the Tower-
Breitung Waste Water 
Board (TBWWB) along 
portions of the trail, proved 
a setback to that schedule. 
The sewer upgrades were 
originally scheduled to 
move forward last summer, 
but supply chain issues 
delayed work on the project, 
and this year’s late spring 
pushed back completion 
even further.

The need to replace a 
trail bridge across the East 
Two River, a designated 
trout stream, accounted for 
additional delays on the 
trail work due to permitting 

issues. Work on the bridge 
was expected to begin this 
past June, but as the sewer 
and manhole work got 
underway this summer, 
they discovered that two 
sewer lines that crossed 
under the river were made of 
iron rather than plastic and 
would need to be replaced. 
The permitting on those 
replacements is now in hand 
and the work is expected to 
begin within days, accord-
ing to TBWWB manager 
Matt Tuchel. 

One of the two lines 
needing replacement is very 
close to the bridge that’s 
being replaced and Tuchel is 
now hoping to possibly pig-
gyback off the dewatering 
of the river that is being done 

by Northland Construction 
to facilitate the bridge 
replacement. Northland, 
which is handling the trail 
bridge replacement, got 
underway with the work 
this week. 

The concrete abut-
ments that Northland is 
pouring along the river 
will need to be finished by 
Sept. 15 and the new bridge, 
which will come as a unit, 
will be laid in place with a 
crane once it arrives. 

Mesabi Trail director 
Bob Manzoline said he 
expects that work to be 
done very soon, with work 
on the trail tread and final 
repaving coming later this 
fall, assuming the weather 
cooperates.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor



REGIONAL— Justice 
Natalie Hudson will rise 
to the role of Minnesota 
Supreme Court chief, 
becoming the first chief 
justice of color and the 
first Democratic-appointed 
judicial branch leader in 
25 years.

Gov. Tim Walz intro-
duced Hudson recently 
as the replacement for 
long-serving Chief Justice 
Lorie S. Gildea, who will 
retire in October after 13 
years in the top spot on 
Minnesota’s bench. Walz 
also selected his former 
office general counsel Karl 
Procaccini to fill the associ-
ate justice slot Hudson held. 

Hudson, who is one of 
only a few Black justices in 
state history, has been on 
the Supreme Court since 
2015 after her appointment 
by then-DFL Gov. Mark 
Dayton. 

Walz called Hudson 
“a leader and consensus 
builder.” 

Hudson said she’ll 
approach the job “with 
humility and resolve” and 
aim to uphold the quality 
court services she said her 
predecessors built up. 

At a gathering in the 
rotunda of the Minnesota 
Capitol, Hudson noted 
the historic nature of her 
appointment.

“When you’re the first 

woman in a position, first 
person of color, you rec-
ognize the representational 
value of that, because it’s 
so important for our little 
black girls, black boys, and 
women to see women and 
people of color in positions 
of authority and to dream 
for that,” Hudson said.

Gildea praised her 
colleague as a judge with 
“collegial spirit” and 
“unparalleled work ethic.”

Hudson previously sat 
more than a dozen years 
on the Minnesota Court of 
Appeals, served in private 
practice and public legal 
roles and was an assistant 
dean at the former Hamline 
University School of Law. 

At 66, her time as chief 
will be limited. Minnesota 
has a mandatory retirement 
age for judges of 70. That 

would mean a departure 
by January 2027 or sooner, 
potentially setting up an 
end-of-term replacement 
by Walz or a monumental 
early pick by his successor. 

The chief justice is 
also a member of the state 
Board of Pardons otherwise 
made up of the governor and 
attorney general. 

In Minnesota, justices 
are traditionally selected 
by governors; only Justice 
Alan Page won his seat in 
recent times through direct 
election. Justices and other 
state judges periodically 
stand for election, though 
there are seldom competi-
tive contests. 

That’s meant the party 
in charge of the governor’s 
office holds sway over the 
philosophical makeup of 
the judicial branch. Because 

Minnesota is in its fourth 
consecutive term of a 
Democratic governor, the 
Supreme Court is almost 
entirely made up of that 
party’s appointees. 

When Gildea departs, 
Justice G. Barry Anderson 
will be the sole remaining 
Republican appointee. He 
hits the mandatory judicial 
retirement age of 70 in 
October 2024.

You can listen to 
Minnesota Public Radio 
at 89.3 FM in Ely and at 
92.5 FM on the Iron Range.
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BIG FALLS•BIGFORK•COOK•EVELETH
FLOODWOOD•NORTHOME•TOWER

18775412817

WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

New Fall Hours: Monday- Saturday 8:30-5;  Sunday 9-4
(218) 753-4190 • 6143 Pike Bay Dr, Tower • E-mail: aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net
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You are invited to the 
           Tower Soudan 
                Historical Society

ANNUAL MEETING
September 14, 2023

Herb Lamppa Civic Center, Tower
 

Social Time-5 pm
“Best Bid” Silent Auction Begins

Beautiful pieces of framed art and a vintage
map of Lake Vermilion

 
History Talk-5:30 pm

by Mary Palcich Keyes
“Charlemagne Tower Made 

Tracks to the Future”
Free and open to the Public

 
Dinner-6:15 pm

“Special Italian Cuisine”
- Caesar Salad  & Breadsticks

-Beef or Cheese Ravioli with Red Sauce
- Chicken and Broccoli with White Sauce

-Tiramisu
Catered by Chef Marko Stefanich and Pam Abrahamson 

 
$25.00 per person payable at the door
Advance dinner reservations are required 

by September 11
Please call or text 218-750-0193 

or 715-558-5391
 

Tower-Soudan Historical Society 
Annual Meeting

Immediately following dinner
 History Jeopardy and Announcement 

of “Best Bid” Winners
Win prizes with your knowledge of local history! 

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Sunday, September 17 
4 to 7 PM • Dinner served at 5 PM

Vermilion Lake Town Hall
6703 Wahlsten Road

It’s Time For Vermilion Lake Township’s

 
  

All township residents, former residents and 
friends are invited. 

Come and visit with neighbors and friends. 

If you have any questions, 
contact one of the Town Board members:

Frank & Suzanne Zobitz 651-755-5946, 
Roxanne Tea 801-750-4625,

Tim Hughes 218-753-3547, Crystal Alaspa 218-750-4752 

            • Please bring a casserole dish, salad
                            or dessert to share. 
   • Township supervisors will be grilling Polish,
                            brats and hot-dogs. 
   • Township will provide coffee, Kool-Aid, buns, 
                       plates and plastic ware.

V I R G I N I A -  I n 
a  special meeting on 
Tuesday, the ISD 2142 
school board formalized 
the suspension of the school 
resource officer program 
with the St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s office.

Softening the language 
from “terminated” used to 
announce the move at its 
prior meeting, the board left 
the door open to renewing 
the partnership should a leg-
islative remedy to the new 
restrictions on restraints in 
schools be forthcoming.

“It’s a major disap-
pointment,” said board 
member Chris Koivisto. 
“It’s one of the best pro-
grams we’ve had in our 
schools.”

The St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Office is one of at 
least a dozen law enforce-
ment departments across 
the state that have pulled 
their SRO programs on 
the advice of legal counsel 
that their officers could be 
found civilly and criminally 
liable for using any kind 
of restraint in which they 
touched a lengthy list of 
body parts included in leg-
islation passed last spring as 
part of a larger education 

spending bill. The apparent 
intent of the legislation was 
to prohibit the use of prone 
and compression restraints, 
but the language in the bill 
appears to open the door for 
the restrictions to be applied 
more broadly, according to 
the Minnesota Police and 
Peace Officers Association.

Attorney General 
Keith Ellison tried to 
diffuse the controversy 
with a statement issued 
Aug. 22 in which he said 
the use of “reasonable 
force” is still allowed by 
school officials and police 
officers to “prevent bodily 
harm or death,” and that 
the definition of reasonable 
force hasn’t changed and 
allows for the use of certain 
restraints.

“Safety is essential for 
learning, and everyone in 
our schools — students, 
teachers, staff, administra-
tors, SROs, and families 
— wants to be safe and feel 
safe,” Ellison said. “The 
aims of the new amend-
ments to our school-dis-
cipline laws are worthy. I 
issued this opinion upon 
[Education Commissioner 
Willie] Jett’s request 
because it is important to 
provide clarity about the 
amendment’s scope.”

However, that wasn’t 
enough for state House and 
Senate Republicans, who 
held a press conference on 
Aug. 30 to call on Gov. Tim 
Walz to call the legislature 
into special session to fix 
the bill. Republicans said 
the language was added 
to the education finance 
bill by the DFL over their 
objections and without 
consulting law enforce-
ment officials. DFL rep-
resentatives have said the 
language was proposed by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education.

A remedy proposed by 
Republicans would repeal 
the recent law change elim-
inating prone restraints or 
physical holds and repeal 
the change to use of force 
standards to revert back to 
the original language that 
was in statute. The change 
does not impact the 2021 
bill that banned all neck 
and chokehold restraints 
and remains in place for stu-
dents and all Minnesotans.

“The safety of our 
kids, teachers, and schools 
should always come 
before partisan politics.  
Minnesotans expect us to 
govern responsibly.  Moms 
and dads count on us to safe-
guard their children.  The 

confusion surrounding this 
law is causing a growing 
number of School Resource 
Officers to be pulled out 
of schools across our state 
leaving students and staff 
vulnerable in cases of 
emergency,” said Sen. Zach 
Duckworth, R-Lakeville. 
“I’m calling on the Governor 
to bring Republicans and 
Democrats together for 
a special session before 
school starts so that we 
can fix this issue, keep our 
SROs, and ensure our kids 
are safe.”

While Walz didn’t 
meet the Republicans’ 
desired deadline, he indi-
cated on Tuesday at a 
back-to-school event in 
Bloomington that he is open 
to calling a special session 
to consider a fix.

““The issue is that 
there’s not clarification. 
That’s why we’re trying 
to find a solution,” Walz 
said. “I’ve said, if we need 
to, there needs to be a clar-
ification in the law. Let’s 
figure out how we work 
that together, striking that 
balance between students’ 
safety, trusted adults in the 
building and appropriate 
use of physical force, if 
needed.”

District formally suspends SRO program
COUNTY SCHOOLS

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Walz taps Hudson as new chief justice
SUPREME COURT

by BRIAN BAKST
Minnesota Public Radio News

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN
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Eye-catching big rig is boat show standout

LAKE VERMILION- 
When people go to the Lake 
Vermilion Antique and Classic 
Boat show, they’re most often 
likely to find vintage vessels by 
time-honored makers like Chris-
Craft, Stanley Boat Works, Gar 
Wood and others. But the big 
head-turner at this year’s 31st 
edition had the nameplate “Pe-
terbilt,” a name usually attached 
to the big cruisers of America’s 
highways.

Nestled in at one of the slips 
at The Landing’s boat dock on 
Sunday was something unlike 
most attendees had ever seen 
before, a pontoon boat outfitted 
with a Peterbilt semi tractor in 
front and plenty of passenger 
space in the back.

So, what possessed Jeff Fos-
ter, CEO of Jeff Foster Trucking 
of Superior, Wis., to create such 
a fanciful craft?

“I’ve been asked that sever-
al times,” Foster laughed.

A friend of Foster’s had 
passed away and he bought 
his friend’s 28-foot pontoon 
boat from his mother. It sat for 
a good while on a trailer at his 
shop in Wisconsin before he 
came across his inspiration.

“I saw a picture on the in-
ternet of a pontoon boat that was 
made similar to this, but it was 
short and cobbled together,” 
Foster said. “I showed it to the 
guy that runs our body shop and 
he went, ‘We have a body shop, 
we’ve got all this stuff, we can 
build something a lot better than 
that!’ And I’m thinking we’ve 
got other better things to do.”

But then his body shop 
manager said crafting the truck/
pontoon hybrid could be a good 
team building activity for the 
guys in the shop.

“That got to me,” Foster 
said, “and all of a sudden here 
it is, we’re going to build a pon-
toon boat. And this is the end re-
sult. I’m just amazed that when 
they do something they do it bet-
ter than ever, and as you can tell 
this is an amazing piece. We’re 
just so grateful to the guys who 
run and operate the body shop 
and their pursuit of perfection.”

Foster’s crew undertook 
the project in 2017, and it took 
about eight months to build. The 

cab and hood came from a pair 
of 1988 Peterbilt Model 378s 
that he had on hand, and other 
parts were added for the finished 
product. They also added a third 
pontoon in the middle, set back 
from the front.

The “Petertoon,” as it is 
called, retains many of the func-
tioning items from its Peterbilt 
parents, including high beam, 
low beam headlights, turn sig-
nals, chicken lights, and of 
course, the horn.

“We blow that way too of-
ten,” Foster laughed.

When people see the pon-
toon from the shore, they’ll in-
evitably do two things, Foster 
said. First, they’ll take a picture. 
Then they’ll pump their arm, a 
signal to blow the horn.

“Once you can hear the 
horn, you can hear that for the 
next mile or two, so then every-
body is coming down to their 
dock and everybody wants you 
to blow the horn.”

And when Foster wants to 
beach the pontoon, there’s no 
need for anyone to get their feet 
wet getting off and on the boat. 
The front grill is hinged, allow-
ing crawl-through access from 
the front into the cab.

This year the Petertoon has 
a new engine, a 115-horsepower 
four-stroke Yamaha.

“We just put it on this 
spring, which is why we have 
it out a lot this year, because all 
of a sudden we have something 

that’s dependable and shifts 
when it’s supposed to,” Foster 
said.

Having the unusual conver-
sation-starter has been nothing 
but fun, Foster said.

“It’s enjoyable for our fami-
ly, for the guys twho built it, and 
for our company,” he said. “It’s 
a unique piece that not every-
body gets to enjoy.”

And as for those at the show 
looking for more traditional 
boating fare, there were plenty 
of antique wooden boats to de-
light them, including a first-tim-
er to the show, a 1960 20-foot 
Mariner Deluxe Utility shown 
by Steve Long of Turtle Lake, 
just south of Bigfork.

“My wife decided she 
wanted a wooden boat but was 
thinking of something differ-
ent,” Long said. “She saw an 
advertisement for this one and 
thought maybe we could do this. 
We bought it thinking that we 
just needed to put a new bottom 
on it.”

But as is often the case, a 
closer look revealed more ex-
tensive work was necessary to 
rehab the boat. Jeff Larson and 
Dana Hein at the Sunrise River 
Boatworks shop in Tower han-
dled the restoration.

“They replaced a large ma-
jority of the wood in it,” Long 
said. “As they pulled the bottom 
off they could see where there 
were bad spots and dry rot. They 
played it safe and replaced what 
they thought really needed to be 
replaced. They spent over two 
and a half years working on it 
and the boat has turned out to be 
just beautiful and runs well and 
handles very nice. We’re really, 
really pleased with the job.”

Long said the Gray Marine 
175-horsepower inboard en-
gine will propel the boat along 
at about 35 miles per hour, but 
that he and his wife haven’t had 
it out much since getting it back 
in June.

“We haven’t used it a lot 
this year because we’ve been 
busy with some other projects,” 
Long said. “We’ve taken it out 
several times but we haven’t 
used it as much as we would 
have liked.”

And the boat, named “End-
less Adventure,” is a reflection 
of how Long and his wife view 
life. He said they’re about to 
make a move to Minneapolis.

“Even though we have the 
‘Endless Adventure’ here, it’s 
another adventure,” Long said.

Above: The most unusual boat at the show was 
“Petertoon,” a combo Peterbilt truck cab and pontoon 
boat.  Left: A handmade square stern canoe, “Suihky,” 
built by Arnold W. Suihkonen in 1958. photos by D. Colburn

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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08/28     74     47     0.00    
08/29     76     54     0.07     
08/30     79     48     0.01    
08/31     74     48     0.00    
09/01     79     53     0.00     
09/02     86     61     0.00     
09/03     92     61     0.00              
YTD Total      12.41          

08/28     71     49     0.00    
08/29     77     55     0.74     
08/30     68     51     0.00    
08/31     72     52     0.00    
09/01     77     57     0.00     
09/02     82     60     0.00     
09/03     89     64     0.00     
YTD Total     17.35      

08/28     72     42     0.00    
08/29     78     57     0.15     
08/30     72     43     0.00    
08/31     75     44     0.00    
09/01     77     48     0.00     
09/02     82     54     0.00     
09/03     91     55     0.00         
YTD Total               16.18    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

70 50 70  48 65  46 61  4263  44



ELY- Larry Ricker draws 
much of his inspiration from the 
boreal forest landscape, which 
makes his recent move from 
Rochester to Ely especially con-
venient. 

Ricker, who lived in the 
southern Minnesota city for 42 
years, finally convinced his wife 
Pat that the change could meet 
both their objectives for retire-
ment. “I wanted to be out in the 
country. She wanted to be in town. 
So, we moved to a place here in 
Ely on the edge of town, but right 
next to the trees.”

In years past, Ricker would 
commute for much of his photog-
raphy, traveling to Ely to create 
his images from the surrounding 
forest and lakes.  “I consider 
myself to be a landscape pho-
tographer,” Ricker said. “I am an 
opportunistic wildlife photogra-
pher,” he added, noting the large 
number of wildlife photos he sells. 

The aurora borealis is one of 
his favorite subjects. “I used to 
commute from Rochester to here 
to take pictures of the aurora.” 
Since moving here, that commute 
is much shorter. “Now it’s just a 
15-minute drive to get away from 
the streetlights in Ely,” he said.

While he’s a new resident in 
the area, his work is already well-
known in Ely. Ricker frequently 
posts his most recent images, 
especially his popular aurora 
borealis photos, on the “What’s 
Up, Ely?” Facebook page.

Ricker’s work has been 
published in multiple venues, 
including Sports Illustrated, The 
Boundary Waters Journal, Canoe 
& Kayak, and Canoeroots maga-
zines. He sells his photographs in 
Ely through The Cabin gift shop 
on Sheridan Street. Prints of his 
images are available in several 
different sizes, on paper, metal, 

and slate backings. Also for sale 
are wares featuring his pictures, 
like coffee cups and coasters. He 
has recently added totes to his 
product line. 

Ricker sells his photos and 
wares at the Tuesday evening 
Farmer’s Market in Ely, at the 
Blueberry/Art Festival and at 
the Harvest Moon Festival. He 
also sells online at his website at 
lhrimages.com.

“The coasters are successful 
sellers at the Farmer’s Market,” 
Ricker remarked. “This is actu-
ally my first year selling at the 
Farmer’s Market, and other than 
when it rains outs, it’s been going 
well for me. I tend to sell bigger 
items at Blueberry and Harvest 
Moon.”

Five decades of photos
Ricker was born in Milwaukee 

and lived there until he was six 
years old. His family moved to 

Atlanta and then North Carolina 
before returning to Milwaukee in 
the 1960s, where Ricker graduat-
ed from high school.  

Ricker caught his enthusi-
asm for taking pictures from his 
father. As a field engineer for 
Allis Chalmers, his father often 
had to travel for work, and took 
a 35mm camera with him every-
where he went. He brought home 
slide shows of all the places he 
visited. His camera habit rubbed 
off on Ricker, who bought his 
first camera—a Kodak Instamatic 
126—as a teenager.

Ricker joined the U.S. Air 
Force and served for four years, 
most of it in England, where 
he met his wife. While in the 
Air Force, he bought his first 
35mm, a Yashica Rangefinder, 
one of the first cameras with an 
auto-exposure adjustment. He 
soon upgraded to his first SLR, 
also a Yashica.

After his time in the military, 
Ricker came home and completed 
a degree in electrical engineering 
at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison. He then went to work 
for IBM in Rochester for 27 years 
before taking an early retirement. 

Ricker shot film up to 2003 
when he acquired a point-and-
shoot Olympus. He picked up a 
Nikon D70 in 2004 and is now 
all digital. His current stable of 
cameras includes a Nikon D7200 
and a Nikon Z50.

Ricker was hooked on the 
switch from film to digital. “One 
of the things I really liked was 
being able to look at a picture 
right away, instead of having to 
wait for the film to return from 
the color lab … I don’t even know 
where I could buy 35mm film 
anymore,” Ricker joked. “I have 
no idea where there are any color 
labs left that can develop film.” 

Full-time photography
Ricker’s transition from 

engineer to photographer was a 
gradual one.

“I started selling photos 
before I left IBM,”said Ricker. 
But his photography took off after 
retiring from IBM. “Something 
seemed to be working. My pic-
tures started selling and I had a 
glimmer of hope that it could do 
more than just pay for itself.”

That glimmer of hope has 
now become Ricker’s second 
career and his photos and wares 
have been available for purchase 
at The Cabin, in Ely for almost 
a decade.  “Marilyn Daane, who 
owns The Cabin, saw my work 
at Harvest Moon and invited me 
to sell my work at her shop,” 
said Ricker.  Daane has run The 
Cabin since 1978, opening it for 
four months every year during 
the tourist season.

Moving to Ely
Besides photography, Ricker 

said he likes to camp, paddle, and 
snowshoe, which makes Ely his 
perfect home port and he’s thrilled 
to be in the heart of the landscape 
he’s been drawn to for decades. 

“The boreal forest calls to 
me,” he said. “Everywhere I look, 
there’s a photo.”
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Your guide to the 2023 Harvest Moon FestivalYour guide to the 2023 Harvest Moon Festival
Use the map below to locate all your favorite artists and food booths

SHERIDAN STREET Natural Expressions 47
Mya Makes Stuff  48
Wood To Life  49
Terri’s Treasures  50
Jim Schnortz Photography 51
Prange’s Fabric Pictures 52
Ledge Wood Creations 53
Well Being Development 55
Ely Rotary Club  56
Boundary Water Connects 59
Vug Jewels  60
Betts Pottery  61.62
Linda’s Luminaries 64
P.E.O.  65
WICOLA  66
Beverley’s Jewels  67
WolfTrack Classic  68
Ely Chamber of Commerce 69
The Freezing Squirrel 70
Raven Knives  71
True Vivid Stone LLC 72
Katie Bromme Watercolor 73
Bear Island Art Factory LLC 74
Blue Earth Pottery  75
Pharr Thrown Pottery 76
The Studio Candle Co 77.78.79
Heim-Made  80.81
David Johnson 
  Cabinet Maker  82
The Root of Craft  83
Masterpieces  84
Reduce, Reinvent, Relove 85
Smokey Photo  86.87
Wild Fern Herbal Soaps 88
Timbers Edge Resources 89
Field of Dreams Gifts 
  & Crafts  90

Organization Booth#
Leather Eagle Customs 3 
Iron Range Custom Lures 4
Fredrick’s Forest  5
Spahr Mercantile  6
Kristin Webster Art Studio 7
Elizabeth x2  8
AK’S Homemade Treats 9.10
Brian Dean Miller Glass 11
Naena Jewelry  12
Levandowski Pottery 13
Heavenly Designs 
  Woodworking  14
Joni’s Barkery  15
Arkstone  16
Morning Glory Creations 17
Ely Northern Stitches 18
Keepsakes  21.22
Rusty Nail Woodcraft 23
Gio Stay Alive  24
Suz and Roo  25
Finns Way Books  26
Made by Cy LLC  27.28
Deer Tshirts.com  29.30
Ely Hoop Club  31
Fair Haven Honey Farm 32
LHR Images  34
Moon Dog Studio  35
Mr. G’s Legacy  36
Big Aspen Design Co 37
Christian’s Maple Syrup 38
Lion Heart Clay Works 39
Permanent by Abigail 40
Up North Trading Co. 41.42
Ledin’s Jewelry  43.44
Minnesota Mist  45
North Country Trail Assoc. 46

Dafne Caruso Artist 
  & Jeweler  91
Water’s Edge Art  92
Mystic Sparrow  93
Donald G Gardner 
  Humanities Trust  94
Watercolors by Bonnie 95
Nature’s Harmony  96
Raucous Jewelry  97
Coconut Dreams
   Skin Care  98.99
Good Wolf Bowls  100
Sheyenne Paddle Co. 101
Fiskur Leather  102
Burly Babe  103
Superior Photographs 104.105
Crafty Lou Lou  106
Debra Zubrod  107
Ely Kiwanis Club   Pavilion
Becky’s Oriental Foods A
Kettle Mania  B
SB Concessions  C.D
MeeMa’s Coffee LLC F.G
Schweiby’s Concessions H.I
BoB-a-Q Smokehouse 
  & Grill  K.L.M
Curbside Crepes  N.O
Frozen Tundra  P
Beyond Nuts  Q
Na-cho Bizness  R.S

HARVEY STREET

N

900 Old Highway 53, Eveleth, MN 55734
lundgrenford.com

2023 Harvest Moon Festival2023 Harvest Moon Festival
Photographer captures the wonders of the Ely area

Harvest Moon
Whiteside Park, Ely

Sept. 8, 9 & 10

Friday: 9-5
Saturday: 9-5  
Sunday: 10-3

Artists •Crafters
Food Court

Blueberry Pie

Photographer Larry Ricker in front of a display of his work at The Cabin gift shop at 
120 E. Sheridan in Ely. photo by C. Clark
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TOWER, MN Furnished like-new dream home at waters 
edge w/sunset sand beach, gradual yard, island stud-
ded views! Kohler baths, 2 kitchens, fireplaces, decks 

& docks, att 
3 stall gar. & 
s a u n a / wet 
boathouse.

OFFERED AT           $1,698,500
DETAILS    4 BD/4 BTH         4,153 SF                  
     150 ft shoreline  0.71 acres

See Virtual Tours & Every Agency’s Property Listings On Our Easy Map Search!

“The finest Realtor I’ve ever worked with 
in my life.” - Tim K.

Sold Aug.
Ely Lake - $424,500

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!         218-780-6644         www.JanischRealty.com

Sold JulyPendingSold Aug.
Vermilion - $695,000White Iron - $774,500Crane - $649,500

ELY, MN     Ideal setting for secluded island retreat w/warm 
S. exposure & panoramic faraway views set in towering 
pines & rock outcroppings on beloved Burntside Lake, 

short boat 
ride to 
m a i n l a n d .

TOWER, MN  Easy lake living in this Lake Vermilion yr-
rnd home w/sand beach, level lot, blue water vistas! 
Paved driveway off Hwy 77 on prime Daisy Bay, close 

to town, 
golf, dining. 
Att 2 car 
gar. Dock.

OFFERED AT           $325,000
DETAILS         290 ft shoreline  4.5 acres

OFFERED AT           $595,000
DETAILS         2 BD/2 BTH         1,488 SF
         125 ft shoreline  0.8 acres

ELY, MN Secluded estate on Burntside offers ultimate 
privacy in sheltered bay, epic views through towering 
pines, Opp shoreline pristine wilderness. Waters edge 

guest cab-
in, sauna, 
boathouse, 
g a r a g e .

OFFERED AT           $2,998,500
DETAILS      3 BD/3 BTH            3,710 SF
      2,100 ft shoreline  57 acres

COOK, MN  Custom Vermilion log home on your own island 
in Frazer Bay! Furnished yr-rnd home, 2 stall wet boat-
house, sauna. Vaulted great room w/wd burning fp. Cher-

ry & granite 
S u b - Z e r o /
Wolf kitchen.

COOK, MN  One of a kind pvt waterfront estate on Lake 
Vermilion. Incl. pvt island, pvt bay, one mile of shore-
line, 46 acres adj St forest, cabins at waters edge, elec, 

new septic. 
P o t e n t i a l 
to divide.

OFFERED AT           $998,500
DETAILS    2 BD/2 BTH           1,817 SF
    555 ft shoreline     0.5 acres

OFFERED AT           $1,973,000
DETAILS     4 BD/1 BTH              2,080 SF
     5,288 ft shoreline    46 acres

TOWER, MN Dream escape in Boundary Waters like 
setting in boreal forest on headwaters of Lake Vermil-
ion. Lakefront deck. Lakeside master w/spa bth. Dock & 

hot tub! Att 
2 stall gar. 
Addl acre-
age avail.

OFFERED AT           $698,500
DETAILS    3 BD/3 BTH         2,696 SF                  
     935 ft shoreline  8.5 acres

ORR, MN    Rare historic resort on Vermilion River & view 
of pristine forest. Yr-rnd home, 8 cabins, dock. Rd access 
& gen for power. Most of river is wild w/very little de-

velopment. 
Adj 38 acres 
also for sale.

ELY, MN     Burntside handscribed log home in pvt bay 
at end of granite fjord. A park-like forest at edge of the 
BWCA. Open great rm w/fp & windows showcasing 

panoramic 
views. Well, 
septic, elec 
& dock.

OFFERED AT           $749,500
DETAILS   8 CABINS - BOAT LAUNCH      
                  703 ft riverfront   7.25 acres

OFFERED AT           $985,000
DETAILS      1 BD/1 BTH            800 SF
      1,703 ft shoreline  38 acres

HOVLAND, MN     Exceptional Lake Superior lot! Gor-
geous building site, pvt location offers gradual slope to 
ledge rock & boulder shoreline. 18 Mi to Grand Mara-

is. Commu-
nity septic, 
lake well, 
e lectr ic i ty.

SOLD FOR           $499,500
DETAILS         255 ft shoreline  1.3 acres

ELY, MN           1 level lake living on White Iron at edge of 
BWCA. Excellent swimming shore & gradual lot, 5 mi to Ely 
& 3 to airport. Vaulted LR w/fp & covered lakefront deck. 

2 garages, 
b o a t h o u s e 
& dock.

COOK, MN Gorgeous Vermilion tim-
ber frame home w/beach, pvt gradual
lot. Frazer Bay. 2 stall gar, 2 stall boathouse w/guest 

q u a r t e r s 
over water. 
Wlkout LL.

OFFERED AT           $744,500
DETAILS    3 BD/3 BTH            2,882 SF
    232 ft shoreline     2 acres

OFFERED AT           $1,495,000
DETAILS        4 BD/4 BTH          3,129 SF
        175 ft shoreline    1 acre

Sold July
Vermilion - $1,250,000
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DAILY PROGRAM SCHEDULE
VISIT TO SEE OUR

1396 Highway 169, Ely • 218-365-4695

DISCOVER ARCTIC WOLVES!

New 
arctic 

exhibit!

Daily Programs  •  Exhibits •  Live Wolves

OPEN DAILY • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Visit us during
Harvest Moon Festival!

2030 E Sheridan St.
Ely,  MN  55731
218-365-3149

END OF SUMMER SALE
15-35% OFF
Clothing, Footwear, Used Gear 

& More

All Trees, Shrubs & 
Perennials 30% OFF

        (starting 9/1)
           Mums avail. Sept. 1

          • Pet Needs Headquarters •
145 Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555 

OPEN: M-Sat 9-5:30

• Clean & Cozy Rooms
• Continental Breakfast Included

218-753-2333
30 Center St, Soudan

Ask About Fall Specials!
218-235-6106 * Reserve Today!

110 N 2ND AVE. W • ELY
canoeoninely.com

Mike’s
Liquor 

365-5087 • Hours: M-Sat 8-10
401 E Sheridan St., Ely

We Welcome
Everyone to 

Harvest Moon Festival!

218-269-1039 
      Serving 

      Cook, 
     Tower, 
     & Ely

 VERMILLION
ROOFING

vermillionroofing.com

KJ’S

402 E Sheridan St., Ely  •  218-235-6161
www.brainstormbakery.com

GRANOLA
COFFEE SHOP, BAKERY

Crapola World Headquarters

2023 • Harvest Moon Festival2023 • Harvest Moon Festival

Contact-Barb Hegg
218-666-6183

Cook, MN

ELY-BLOOMENSON 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
218-365-3271

24 HR. EMERGENCY ROOM

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP!
1500 E SHERIDAN, ELY

218-365-3188
Sun-Thurs 7-7, Fri & Sat 7-8

LUNCH~DINNER
Full Bar

145 E. Sheridan St. Ely • 218-365-4855

Joe’s
Marine & 

Repair

25 W Chapman St.
365-6264

“Happy Fall Y’all!”

GIFT & SAUNA SHOP
ELY, MINNESOTA

Est. 1987

HRS: M-Sat:10-5, Sun 10-4
218.365.3639 • 124 N. Central Ave., Ely 

 •

Polywood
SALE!

Large Selection
Sale ends Sept.10

RANGE CENEX

- 46 W. Sheridan, Ely
218-365-6765

- 25 Central Blvd., Babbitt
218-827-2499

For Your Convenience

HRS: Mon-Sat: 9-5, Sun 10-5
218-365-4653 • 129 N Central, Ely

SUPERSUPER
SIDEWALK SALESIDEWALK SALE

Sale ends Sept.10

Mon-Fri: 7-6, Sat 7-5, Sun 9-3
303 E. Sheridan St., Ely

218-365-6724

You Name It...
We’ve Got it...Plus Rentals!

September 8, 9 & 10
Friday & Saturday 9-5 • Sunday 10-3

Whiteside Park, Ely MN

Artists   Crafters   Food Court   Blueberry Pie

Also...Business Harvest Days: Sept. 7 to 10
List of sales and events available at ELY.ORG

1340 E. Sheridan St., Ely
218-235-4034

Be sure to stop at 
“The Wabb” for a cold one!

11 N. Central, Ely, MN
218-365-2333

SHOP THESE
FINE AREA

BUSINESSES

Quality Outdoor Apparel
Handmade in MN

Enjoy the festival!
WintergreenNorthernWear.com



FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods backfield ran wild in their 
nineman football season debut 
against Lake of the Woods here 
on Thursday, Aug. 31, rushing for 
over 400 yards and five first-half 
touchdowns in a 46-12 rout of the 
Bears.

The Grizzlies put this one away 
early with an explosive second 
quarter. They came into the period 
leading 8-0 on the strength of a 
ten-yard touchdown run by junior 
quarterback Trajen Barto and a 
two-point conversion by junior 
running back Nick Abramson. The 
second quarter looked ominous to 
start. North Woods turned the ball 
over on an interception and gave 
up a 15-yard scoring pass from the 
Bears’ Jayce Lucek to Cole Cook to 
make the score 8-6. But that’s when 
the Grizzlies came to life. Taking 

over after the kickoff at their own 
48, it took only two carries by junior 
running back Kaden Gornick for 
the Grizzlies to score, the second 
a 35-yard touchdown dash that put 
North Woods up 14-6.

After stopping the Bears on 
downs at their own 45, lightning 
struck again on the next play with 
Gornick breaking through the 
middle of the line and going the dis-
tance for another touchdown at the 
7:33 mark of the quarter. Abramson 

ELY— A couple painful early 
turnovers may well have made the 
difference for the Timberwolves 
in a 25-18 season-opening loss 
to International Falls here last 
Thursday. 

The Wolves, who are back at 
the 11-man level after a stint as 
a nineman squad, had plenty of 

opportunity and played much of the 
game with excellent field position 
thanks to a strong performance 
from the kick-receive special 
team. But twice, as Ely entered 
the red zone, they let opportunity 
slip through their fingers, first on a 
fumble and later on an interception. 

“Those hurt us,” said Ely Head 
Coach Louie Gerzin.

Freshman Sean Merriman, 
who went out for football for 

the first time this season, led the 
offense as quarterback. “He’s really 
smart and he’s an athlete,” said 

FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods volleyball team 
moved to 3-0 on the season 
with a home win against 
Bigfork on Tuesday.

Pumped up playing in 
front of a home crowd for 
the first time this season, the 
Grizzlies fed off that energy 
to take command of the 
first set early. With Lauren 
Burnett at the service line, 
the Grizzlies turned a 3-2 

deficit into a 12-3 lead. The 
ten-point run included three 
aces by Burnett and three 
kills by Isabel Pascuzzi. 
North Woods controlled the 
pace from there, going up 
as many as 10 points before 
claiming a 25-16 win.

The Huskies kept pace 
with the Grizzlies through 
the midpoint of the second 
set, trailing just 13-11 when 
Burnett scored a kill to give 
the ball back to North Woods. 
Burnett served up a pair of 
aces in a four-point flurry 
that extended the Grizzlies 

lead to 17-11. Bigfork was 
back to within three when 
a Huskies service fault put 
Talise Goodsky at the serve 
with a 20-16 lead. Goodsky 
ignited a five-point run with 
an ace and closed out the set 
with another as the Grizzlies 
won 25-16.

Needing a win to keep 
the match alive, the Huskies 
battled neck-and-neck with 
the Grizzlies in the third set, 
forcing seven ties through 
16-16 and then taking a 
two-point lead at 18-16. 
North Woods came back 

to tie the set at 18-18, and 
Pascuzzi broke a 21-21 tie 
with a nifty push back to 
give the Grizzlies the lead 
for good. With Madison 
Dantes serving for the match 
at 24-22, the Huskies hit 
a weak return over the net 
that River Cheney slammed 
down for the win.
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Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

Wolves crush 
L-BF in three

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FOOTBALL

Grizzlies wallop LOW
North Woods rushes for over 400 yards, led by Kaden Gornick’s 194 yards

See NW GIRLS..pg. 5B

CROSS COUNTRY

Grizzlies dump Bigfork in straight sets
Right: Addy Hartway 
looks on as Tori Olson 
fields a serve.

See WOLVES...pg. 5B

Wolves slip to Broncos
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See  RUNNERS...pg. 5BSee  GRIZZLIES..pg. 5B

Right: Ely senior Deegan 
Richards takes it in for a 
touchdown, one of three 
scored by Ely at the Wolves’ 
season debut last Thursday. 

VOLLEYBALL

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

photo by D. Colburn

LITTLEFORK— The long bus 
ride to Littlefork didn’t seem to tire the 
Timberwolves, who thoroughly domi-
nated the Vikings in a three-set match 
Tuesday evening. The reigning Section 
7A champions took it 25-9-, 25-13, and 
25-10 to improve to 3-0 on the young 
season. 

“The game went well,” said Ely Head 
Coach Megan Wognum. “It’s been really 
fun to watch our team progress over the 
last three weeks.”

During that time, Ely has only lost 
a single set, a 25-23 match-opening loss 
to Greenway in the second match of the 
season. As was the case last year, the 
Wolves have multiple players they can 
rely on to get the job done, and that’s 
reflected in the stats. 

On Tuesday, it was Hannah Penke 
who led the way offensively, with a 
dozen kills in addition to seven digs. Lilli 
Rechichi added six kills, seven digs, three 
aces, and two solo blocks, while Audrey 
Kallberg posted six kills and four digs. 
Clare Thomas posted five kills, six digs 

photos by J. Greeney

Above: North Woods’ Kaden 
Gornick leaves Lake of the 
Woods defenders in the dust 
on his way to a 35-yard 
touchdown.

Right: The Grizzlies’ Trajen 
Barto celebrates one of his 
game-high four interceptions.

photos by D. Colburn

See ELY GIRLS..pg. 5B

Grizzlies 
run well at 
Grand Marais

GRAND MARAIS- The 2023 
varsity cross country season got off to 
a good start for North Woods runners 
competing with the South Ridge Panthers 
on Thursday, Aug. 31 when they tackled 
the Pincushion Mountain course in the 
North Shore Challenge hosted by Cook 
County High School.

Grizzlies junior Alex Burckhardt set 
the pace for the Panthers in the boys 5K, 
capturing second place with a time of 17 
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GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 4B

NW GIRLS...Continued from page 4B

WOLVES...Continued from page 4B

ran in the conversion for a 
22-6 lead.

After Barto snuffed out 
the next Lake of the Woods 
drive at the 50 with an inter-
ception, it was his turn for a 
big play. Taking the ball at 
the 35, Barto started right 
and then cut back across 
the grain to the left sideline 
and took it to the house. 
Abramson’s conversion put 
North Woods up 30-6 with 
3:56 left in the half.

The Grizzlies snuffed 
out the next Lake of the 
Woods drive at the Bears 
44, taking over on offense 
with 2:33 remaining. A 
24-yard pass from Barto 
to freshman receiver James 
Yernatich set the Grizzlies 
up at the Lake of the Woods 
15, and two plays later 
Abramson bulled his way 
for 12 yards and another 

touchdown. Barto passed to 
freshman receiver Carson 
Johnson for the conversion, 
giving the Grizzlies a 38-6 
lead at the half.

They weren’t finished. 
The Grizzlies drove from 
their own 20 to the Bears’ 
eight yard line on their 
opening possession of the 
third quarter, but Barto 
came up short on a fourth-
and-six play to hand the 
ball over to Lake of the 
Woods. The Bears quarter-
back fumbled the ensuing 
snap and Gornick recov-
ered in the end zone to 
lift the Grizzlies to a 44-6 
lead. Barto connected with 
Yernatich on the conversion 
for a 46-6 lead.

The Grizzlies defense 
kept the Bears at bay in 
the second half on a pair of 
Barto interceptions and one 

by freshman defensive end 
Caleb Rutchasky. With the 
clock running in the fourth 
quarter, the Bears tacked on 
a touchdown with 3:14 left 
in the game when receiver 
Kenneth Merkle took a 
pass in the flat from Braden 
Johnson at the Bears 15 
and scampered down the 
left sideline 85 yards for 
the score to account for the 
46-12 final score.

Gornick was the 
game’s top ground-gainer, 
picking up 194 yards on 
16 carries, an average of 
12.1 yards per tote, with 
two rushing touchdowns 
and a third on the fumble 
recovery. Abramson also 
eclipsed the century mark, 
picking up 147 yards on 24 
carries with a touchdown 
and three conversions. 
Barto gained 84 yards 

on eight carries with two 
touchdowns. Barto was 
4-for-9 passing for 32 yards 
and two conversions.

B a r t o  p r o v e d  a 
drive-killer on defense, 
hauling in four intercep-
tions and making seven 
tackles, six unassisted. 
Abramson led the Grizzlies 
in tackles with eight, six 
unassisted.

Head coach Joel 
Anderson praised the 
Grizzlies’ effort.

“It was a grind both 
physically and mentally 
for them,” Anderson said. 
“I couldn’t be happier 
for them to start the year 
than with a game like this, 
especially for a young 
team. I have nothing but 
positives to say about the 
guys today.”

Anderson gave a good 

deal of the credit for the 
team’s success on the 
ground to the team’s sole 
senior, offensive lineman 
Noah Westman.

“Noah was blowing 
holes open all night long,” 
Anderson said.

Anderson said the 
Grizzlies made some 
adjustments in the second 
quarter that the Bears didn’t 
pick up on, leading to the 
scoring outburst.

“They started bringing 
a lot of guys up and putting 
on a lot of pressure,” 
Anderson said. “I switched 
sets and they didn’t adjust to 
it very well. We were able 
to hit the holes and break 
some big ones there. That 
was huge for us.”

Anderson also had pos-
itive words for the defense.

“I thought our cover 

guys were fantastic,” he 
said. “They were in the right 
spots, they made the right 
reads. Our guys came out 
and recognized things and 
they were in the right spots 
at the snap, and that was a 
big difference. We adjust-
ed well to what they were 
doing. We communicated 
well all night long on the 
line and in the secondary. 
It was a very good game.”

The Grizzlies were 
scheduled for their first road 
test of the season on Friday 
against Kelliher-Northome 
in Kelliher. The Mustangs 
registered a 62-18 beat 
down of Cass Lake-Bena 
in their season opener.

Gerzin. “Once he figured out the 
offense, he’s done well. He can 
throw the ball pretty well, too.”

For now, Gerzin said he 
expects his team will stick 
mostly to a ground game, 
although he said they’ll be able 
to pass when necessary. 

Ely racked up a seemingly 
lackluster 170 yards of total 
offense, but great field position 
limited their total yardage noted 
Gerzin.

A new offensive strategy 
and an impressive front line 

should bode well for Ely in the 
weeks ahead. Gerzin said he 
liked what he saw in the season 
opener. “We were able to move 
the ball inside all night,” he said, 
and gave much of the credit to 
an impressive offensive line. 
“Really have to give them a 
shout-out,” said Gerzin. “That 
was the best I’ve seen our line 
play in three years. They really 
blocked well.”

On offense, senior Deegan 
Richards led the way for Ely 
with 86 yards rushing, while 
also passing for 31 yards. Sean 
Merriman rushed for 35 yards 
as quarterback, while Alex 
Merriman added 33 yards on 
the ground for Ely. Jesse Oelke 

added 31 receiving yards.
Gerzin gave strong marks 

to both Richards and Brady 
Eaton, who both had strong 
outings defensively at both cor-
nerback and linebacker, while 
Gavin Marshall posted a good 
performance at nose tackle. 
Garrett Rohr led in tackles with 
seven, while Chase Anderson, 
Richards, and Alex Merriman 
posted six tackles apiece. 
Eaton added five, while Gavin 
Marshall added four tackles, 
including a sack. 

The Wolves will be looking 
to even their 0-1 record on 
Friday when they hit the road 
to take on East Central.

Head coach Kandi 
Olson talked about the flow 
of the match.

“I think we were 

excited to play at home and 
we came out really hot,” 
she said. “We did lose our 
mojo a little bit for awhile 

there – it was a little too 
close for comfort at times. 
But we were able to pull it 
back. I love that these girls 

have been able to dig deep 
and figure out how to get 
the win in tough situations. 
We’re growing every game. 

We’re growing as a team.”
North Woods was 

scheduled to put its spot-
less record on the line on 

Thursday with a home 
match against Mesabi East, 
and will host Deer River on 
Monday.

and three aces, while setter 
Sarah Visser posted five 
digs, 19 assists, and five 
ace serves. Sadie Rechichi 

added five aces and three 
digs.

“We are starting to use 
skills like serving as a more 

strategic part of the game,” 
noted Wognum. “It is also 
nice to see our offense be 
a little quicker when we 

have the opportunity with 
free balls.”

The undefeated Wolves 
will travel to Greenway on 

Saturday to take part in 
a weekend tournament.  
They’ll be in Aurora next 
Thursday to take on Mesabi 

East. 

ELY GIRLS...Continued from page 4B

minutes, six seconds, just 
over seven seconds behind 
winner Sam Blascyk of 
Duluth East. Sophomore 

Lincoln Antikainen ran the 
circuit in 20:29.7, placing 
36th.

On the girls side, 

the Panthers were led by 
North Woods senior Evelyn 
Brodeen who clocked a 
20:27.3 finish, placing 

fifth. Eighth-grader Zoe 
Burckhardt edged out 
her older sister junior 
Addison Burckhardt for 

ninth, finishing with a 
time of 21:10.3. Addison 
placed tenth, registering a 
time of 21:38.1. Grizzlies 

sophomore Tatum Barto 
also competed, finishing 
24th with a time of 23:23.1.

RUNNERS...Continued from page 4B

Left: Ely’s #14 wraps up a 
Bronco runner during last 
Thursday’s season opener.
photo by J. Greeney

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

Ely Blue Line
Hockey Association

is Seeking...
Ice Arena Assistant & Coaches 

for the 2023-24 season
• Ice Arena Assistant

Up to 20 hours per week, starting wage $12/hour
For more information, contact: Joseph Carter 320-761-6132 

or joseph-carter@hotmail.com

 • Volunteer Coaches for Many Levels
Learn from experienced coaches, travel reimbursement 

and training provided
For more information, contact Tim Hegman 218-235-8099

KUGLER TOWNSHIP

PICNIC
Sunday, September 17

food will be provided

3 to 6 PM
at the Kugler Town Hall

Come and see
our new 

Pickleball Court!
open to 

the public

;;;

READ THE TIMBERJAY!    



Paul H. Mesojedec
Paul Herman Mesojedec, 

80, of Soudan, passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, Aug. 
23, 2023, at ViewCrest Care 
Center in Duluth. In keeping 
with Paul’s wishes, there will 
be no service.

Paul was born on March 
6, 1943, to Herman Frank 
and Agnes Marie (Chiabotti) 
Mesojedec. After graduating 
from high school, Paul married 
his childhood sweetheart, 
Darlene Rae Berg, on Sept. 2, 
1967, at St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church in Tower. In 1969, the 
couple welcomed their only 
child, Chad, to the world.

Paul and Darlene enjoyed 
spending time at the Ely Moose 
Club playing cards, and gam-
bling in Las Vegas, Laughlin, 
and numerous casinos in 
Minnesota including Fortune 
Bay. They enjoyed trips to 
Jamaica and the Bahamas. 
Paul liked spending time at 
the island, the shack in the 
woods, walking, fishing, and 
swimming. He also enjoyed 
reminiscing about growing up 
in Soudan, playing hockey and 
football.

Paul is survived by his wife, 
Darlene; son, Chad (Jennifer); 
grandchildren, Maren and John 
Paul; and brother, Mitchell 
(Ginger). 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Herman and 
Agnes Mesojedec; and grand-
mother, Helen Chiabotti.

Thomas M. Reed
Thomas Michael “Tim” 

Reed, 68, of Crane Lake, passed 
away suddenly on Thursday, 
Aug. 10, 2023, in Virginia. 
Memorial services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 10 
at Crane Lake Chapel and again 
in June 2024. He will be buried 
as he wished, at the Minnesota 
State Veterans Cemetery near 
Duluth.

He is survived by his sister, 
Nancy Reed Nichols-Goldstein; 
former wife, Melanie Reed; and 
many cherished cousins, nieces, 
nephews and friends.

William Hill
William “Lum” Hill, 86, 

of Virginia, passed away on 
Thursday, Aug. 31, 2023, at 
Benedictine Health Center in 
Duluth. A private celebration of 
life will be held at a later date.

He is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Janet Jamnick Hill; 
daughters, Sherri (Jeff) Munson 
and Bonnie (Dean) Kuitunen; 
son, Michael (Shannon) Hill; 
son-in-law, Troy Barteck; many 
grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; and beloved cat, 
Princess.

William M. Sobyra Jr. 
William M. “Bill” Sobyra 

Jr., 83, of Cook, passed away on 
Sunday, Sept. 3, 2023. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 9 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Cook. Visitation will be held 
one hour prior to the service at 
the church. Arrangements are 
with Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Bill was born in Chicago, 
Ill., on April, 15, 1940, to 
William Sr. and Stella (Bernal) 
Sobyra. Bill grew up and attend-
ed school in Chicago, graduat-
ing from Elgin High School in 
1958. His first big job was with 
a federal life insurance company 
where he worked in printing. He 
would come up to Minnesota 
for summer vacations and that 
is where he met the love of his 
life in 1963. Bill and Karen went 
fishing and got stuck on the boat 
together. Knowing that Bill 
couldn’t swim, Karen would 
rock the boat. They wrote letters 
back and forth which led to Bill 
proposing that Christmas. They 
were united in marriage on Jan. 
2, 1965. 

After they married, Bill 
and Karen lived in Glendale 
Heights, Ill., and he became 
the manager for Practical Offset 
Printing Company. In 1974, 
they moved to Cook with their 
three children. He had worked 
for a construction company 
and was proud to help build the 
Hibbing Hospital where all of 
his grandchildren were born. 
He also helped build the Cook 
Homestead and later Potlatch, 
where he was hired and later 
retired as a press operator.

Bill was an avid bowler, 
golfer and sports enthusiast. If 
there was a game on, he was 
always watching, especially 
when it came to the White Sox, 
Cubs and Twins. His grandkids 
grew up with sarcastic threats. 
If you asked him for anything, 
he would jokingly say, “It will 
cost you $2.” He was proud of 

all his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, going 
to all their games, school events, 
and extracurricular activities. 
He was loved and will be greatly 
missed. 

Bill is survived by his 
loving wife, Karen Sobyra; 
son, William (Sherri) Sobyra; 
daughter, Julie (Peter) Schelde; 
grandchildren, Alicia Witte, 
Astion (Cierra Morris) Schelde, 
William (Caleesha) Sobyra 
IV, Courtney (Zack) Zeig, 
Mikaela Schelde, Bridget 
Schelde and Cheyenne Schelde; 
great-grandchildren, Oliver 
Schelde, Rhett Zeig, Parker 
Klimek and one on the way; 
sister, Dolores Sobyra; bonus 
son, Torben (Susanne) Bruun; 
bonus grandchildren, Anne 
Kathrine and Frederick; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
other beloved family members.

He was preceded in death 
by his son, Master Sergeant 
Frank M. Sobyra; parents, 
William Sr. and Stella Sobyra; 
and brothers, Stanley Sobyra 
and Raymond Sobyra.

James D. Keranen 
James Donald Keranen, 94, 

of Grand Rapids, passed away 
surrounded by family in the 
early morning hours of Sunday, 
Sept. 3, 2023, at Majestic Pines 
Senior Living in Grand Rapids. 
A visitation will be held from 4 
to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 12 
at Rowe Funeral Home in Grand 
Rapids. Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 13 at Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Grand 
Rapids, with one hour of visita-
tion prior to the service. Pastor 
Ben B. Buchanan will officiate. 
Full military honors will be ren-
dered immediately following 
the service. Arrangements are 
with Rowe Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services of Grand 
Rapids.

Glenn W. Myers
Glenn W. Myers, 86, of 

Babbitt, passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 1, 2023, at Vermilion 
Senior Living in Tower. Funeral 
arrangements are pending with 
Landmark Funeral Home of 
Virginia.
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EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   ($4,000 sign-on 
bonus)
FT Ultrasound Technician
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Rehabilitation
Casual Rehab Secretary

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical 
    Nurse (Wage starting at $36.22/hr; 
   $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT and Casual Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage 
    starting at $17.79/ NA certification)
Outpatient Services
PT Unit Clerk (Wage starting at $17.70/NAR 
or EMT Certification)
Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Environmental Services
PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) House-
keeping & Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide

EMPLOYMENT

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

WANTED: 
HIRING 

IMMEDIATELY
Retail Staff  for September and beyond. 

Stop in to see Jay right away. 
Also in search of seasonal Customer 
Service and Bookstore assistance.

Stop in today. Summer isn’t over. 
It is busy and we can use your help. 

We’re great to work with and the 
perks are great too.

Piragis Northwoods Company
105 North Central Ave., Ely

                     218-365-6745                  9/8

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts
plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.

Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak
Open Every Day  6 am - 9 pm 

piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

OPENINGS
Vermilion Country 

School (VCS) is 
seeking applicants 

for the following 
positions:

1 FT Paraprofessional (full-time, benefits 
eligible) High school diploma required.

1 Van Driver (part time - 15-19 hours per 
week) Current Driver’s License Required, CDL 
not required) 

For inquiries, contact 
info@vermilioncountry.org 

and/or 218-248-2485

HELP WANTED
Cook area business is looking for a part-
time receptionist and data entry person. 

Quickbooks experience helpful. $16 per hour 
and up depending on experience. Reply to 

cookofficehelp@gmail.com. 9/15

 Obituaries and Death Notices



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

timberjay.com

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/3/2023 North

COMMUNITY FOREST FUNDING
Calling all nonprofits, tribal nations and local governments!

• Over $16 million in funding from 
Minnesota Legislature. 

• Funding for variety of community 
tree activities.

• No match needed and up to 
$500,000 in funding. First deadline 
is September 18, 2023.

Visit mndnr.gov/communityforestry
FOR_0011_24_B

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
At your neighborhood Legal Kiosk you can apply 

for free legal services, find information and 
attend virtual meetings – all for free!

Visit 
LegalKiosk.org to find a 

location near you.
 

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 10/31

844-605-7368



HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Your All-Season
Project Headquarters

Lumber
Hardware
Tools
Paint
Friendly Service

4
4
4
4

4

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”
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Find It Here

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com

(218) 753-2950

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

50Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

HOURS: 
8-5:30 M-F

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

Designer Tile & Designer Tile & 
FlooringFlooring Center Center 

value • quality • beauty • service 

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

218-235-7278
specialtycleaningelymn@gmail.com

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

PINE PANELING ON SALE!
1x6 

“Cabin Grade Pre-finished”
KNOTTY PINE PANELING

99¢ linear ft
AndersonFurnitureCompany.com

214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

CALM
COMFORTABLE

SOLUTIONS

Steve Tekautz
612-845-1625

P.O. Box 264
Soudan, MN 55782

Tekautz Mechanical
Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration

Repair & Install

HV
AC

,

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

PUBLIC NOTICE

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 5 p.m. at the 
town hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 8, 2023

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

A Renewable Energy Company

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

• Chimney Repairs
   and Service
• New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances
• Stainless Steel Liners and Caps

218-290-5370 
Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

Bonded &
Insured


