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Is Minnesota still “A state that works?”

50 years after Time magazine’s memorable cover story, Minnesota still stands out for its quality of life

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

It was 50 years ago this
Sunday that Minnesotareceived
ajournalistic “atta-boy” of epic
proportions, with a Time mag-
azine cover story that heralded
“The Good Life in Minnesota.”

At atime when the U.S. as
a whole was facing a growing
list of challenges, Time dubbed
Minnesota “The State That
Works,” citing clean govern-
ment, safe streets, a vibrant

arts scene, a well-educated
and largely middle-class pop-
ulation, and a relaxed lifestyle
centered around the state’s
countless lakes.

The story noted that
Minnesota ranked highly on a
number of societal measures,
including a low poverty rate,
low violent crime and the
second highest life expectancy
in the country, at 73 years. So
how has the state fared in the half
century since the publication
of this much-discussed report?

Right: A montage of cover
and story art from the
iconic Time magazine
cover from Aug. 12, 1973.

Courtesy of Minnpost

That question was recent-
ly the focus of a multi-part
retrospective published by
Minnpost’s Dane Smith, and
the Timberjay is republishing
extended excerpts from that
series,Reappraising Minnesota,

See..TIME pg. 9

LAMPPA MANUFACTURING

senator gets a closer 100k

Klobuchar played pivotal role in helpmg Lamppa Manufacturing in its battle w1th EPA

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— Beginning late last
year, Sen. Amy Klobuchar
offered critical help from a
distance as Lamppa Manufacturing
faced a financial crisis stemming
from bureaucratic incompetence
and intransigence surrounding the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
wood furnace emissions testing
program. On Wednesday, the senator
gotto see the Tower-based company’s
operations firsthand, with a facto-
ry-wide tour that included a chance
to light one of the company’s newest
sauna stoves. She also visited with
several employees atthe plant,asking
questions about the various aspects of
production, finishing, and shipping
of the company’s sauna stoves and
wood furnaces.

For Klobuchar, the visit was all
part of her ongoing effort to show
support for rural small business, par-
ticularly small manufacturers, which
can face a variety of challenges, such

See...KLOBUCHAR pg. 10

Top: Garrett Lamppa talks to U.S.
Sen. Amy Klobuchar about Lamppa
Manufacturing’s newest sauna stove.

Above: The senator discusses the
welding process for new sauna stoves
with welder Todd Petersen. Petersen said
he loves working at Lamppa Manufacturing.

Left: Garrett Lamppa explains some of
the company history through old photos.

photos by M. Helmberger

WORKFORCE HOUSING

Ely HRA to seek
developer quotes
for new housing

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) approved
the new housing feasibility study for the city
at its Aug. 8 meeting, and gave executive
director Joe Hiller the go-ahead to seek
quotes from developers to build workforce
housing based on the needs outlined in the
new study. Hiller told the HRA, “the study
clearly indicated the need for (workforce)
housing in Ely,” predicting full occupancy
within six months of completion.

Ely contracted Maxfield Research and
Consulting LLC to do the feasibility study
using a 22-unit townhouse project as a start-
ing point. The housing study was the subject
of a detailed article in the Aug. 4 edition of
the Timberjay. The study outlined scenarios
for a mix of townhouses and apartments
priced for workforce employees earning 50

See.. HOUSING pg. 9

GREENWOOD

Township in
a pickle over
popular sport

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- America’s
fastest-growing sport is causing a ruckus in
Greenwood Township.

How to fairly split up reserved court
time on the single tennis court in Greenwood
between tennis players and pickleball players
was on the agenda at the town board’s
Tuesday meeting.

Pickleball,a combination of badminton,
tennis, and ping pong, has a loyal and enthu-
siastic following of players, most of whom
are in the senior citizen age bracket.

According to the USA Pickleball
Association, Pickleball is fun, social, and
friendly. The rules are simple, and the
game is easy for beginners to learn, but can

See... PICKLE pg. 11

P~. 0 RTH“TID ﬂl'}‘s

O P NVIE= AT ™

piragis.com

218 - 365 - 6745

S Retail Store Open 6 am to 9 pm Daily
N NEW BOOK TITLES AND WOMENS FASHIONS
OUTLET STORE HAS NEW WALL OF NORTHSIDE SHOES
40% OFF COMPLETE SIZE RUNS OF MEN’S AND WOMEN’S
You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
piragis.com

boundarywaterscatalog.com

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.oom
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U.S. Congressman Jamie Raskin to speak

at Ely’s Tuesday Group on Aug. 15

ELY- U.S. Congressman Jamie Raskin will be
speaking next week’s Tuesday Group at the Grand
Ely Lodge. The Tuesday Group meets every Tues-
day. The speaking portion of the program starts at
noon.

Raskin was the lead impeachment manager in
the second impeachment trial of former president
Donald Trump and served on the Select Committee
to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United
States Capitol.

The organizers of the Tuesday Group advise
that those wanting to attend next week should plan
on arriving at the Grand Ely Lodge well before noon
as parking and seating will be tight. Those wishing
to attend virtually should contact Elton Brown at
ewbrown2@icloud.com or 218-365-4343 for the
online Zoom meeting link.

Pickup Truck Opera to perform Romeo
and Juliet on Aug. 11 and 12 in this

area

REGIONAL- Mixed Precipitation celebrates
15 years of outdoor summer fun, performing one of
the most beloved and famous tragedies in the theatre
tradition, “Romeo and Juliet”, adapted from Vincen-
zo Bellini’s 1830 opera, “I Capuleti e i Montecchi”
(The Capulets and the Montagues).

Local performances of Pickup Truck Opera in-
clude Friday, Aug. 11 at 7 p.m. at Early Frost Farm,
7273 Palo Tia Rd. in Embarrass; Saturday, Aug. 12
at 2 p.m. at Whiteside Park, 721 East Sheridan St. in
Ely (presented by Northern Lakes Arts Association);
and Sunday, Aug. 13 at 2 p.m. at Mesaba Cooper-
ative Park, 3827 Mesaba Park Rd. in Hibbing. The
performance lasts approximately 75-90 minutes. All
shows are outdoors. Watch the Mixed Precipitation
website and social media for information on weather
delays.

The Chamber Music Society of Minnesota

presents free concert by NLCMI Aug. 19

COOK- The Chamber Music Society of Min-
nesota is proud to present a free summer concert by
the Northern Lights Chamber Music Institute (NL-
CMI) on Saturday, August 19 at 7 p.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Cook. NLCMI will perform in
a program of trio, quartets, quintets, sextets, octets
and full string orchestra.

The concert offers an evening of beautiful
chamber music performed by 33 outstanding young
artists, many from the region but also this year from
as far away as China, Taiwan, and nine different
U.S. states. The NLCMI is an annual summer
institute where ten days of intense chamber music
studies take place at Camp Vermilion on pristine
Lake Vermilion outside of Cook. Gifted young mu-
sicians of college and high school age, along with
internationally acclaimed faculty will participate in
this concert.

The NLCMI faculty are Ariana Kim, Gram-
my-nominated violin professor at Cornell Univer-
sity, Young-Nam Kim, founding Artistic Director
of the Chamber Music Society of Minnesota, Sally
Chisholm, viola professor at the University of
Wisconsin at Madison, Daniel Kim, violist of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra and Anthony Arnone,
cello professor at the University of Iowa.

The program will consist of works by Mozart,
Schubert, Mendelssohn, Brahms, Dvorak as well as
Bela Bartok, Luigi Boccherini, Leo Janacek, Rein-
hold Gliere, Dimitri Shostakovich, Bedrich Smetana
ad Ralph Vaughan Williams. At the conclusion of
the concert, all participants play together in a full
string orchestra.

The Northern Lights Chamber Music Institute
is the premiere educational wing of the Chamber
Music Society of Minnesota, Young-Nam Kim and
Arian Kim, Co-Artistic Directors.

Salute to Slovenia at the Ely Senior
Center on Saturday, Aug. 19

ELY- There will be a Slovenian live music and
dance party from 6 — 9 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 19
at the Ely Senior Center, 27 S First Ave E. Food,
water, and soda will be available. Cost is $5 per
person. All are welcome.
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TOWER- The Lake
Vermilion Cultural Cen-
ter in Tower will host a
delightful evening of Finn
fun and music on Tues-
day, Aug. 15 beginning at
6 p.m. Steve Solkela will
perform his ever-chang-
ing music and comedy
show. Steve calls himself

the “Funny Finn from
Palo, Minn.” He is an
opera singer, comedian,

and stuntman, who per-
forms an action-packed
recital, which is sure to
knock your socks off. The
audience will also enjoy
the music of No Harm in
Harmony. This vocal trio
features the crazy croon-
ers, Greg Barnes and
Zach Barnes, along with
Steve Solkela. They will

MUSIC AND FUN

Steve Solkela and No Harm in Harmony
to perform at LVCC in Tower

be singing jazz standards,
folk, Broadway, and rock
power ballads. Admis-
sion is $10 per person and
those 18 and under will be
admitted free.

The LVCC is dedicat-
ed to community enrich-
ment through education
and the arts by offering
quality programming and
providing  opportunities
to showcase the rich cul-
tural heritage of the area.
To learn more about the
LVCC or to donate, visit
their website at vermilion-
culturalcenter.org.

Steve Solkela never
fails to entertain a
crowd. photo submitted
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ELY - This year
marks the centennial year
for the Ely Music and Dra-
ma Club. The Ely-Winton
Historical Society’s final
history night this sum-
mer highlights decades
of learning, laughter and
support of the arts. With
a century of communi-
ty-focused programming,
connections abound, and
the stories are many. Jodi
Martin will share infor-
mation about the club and
the 100-year celebration.
Kathy Farion will discuss
the history and impor-
tance of the club in Ely.

In the 1920s, popu-
lar pastimes were base-
ball, movies (it was still
the silent film era) and
attending plays and con-

100 YEARS OF HISTORY

Final History Night Wednesday of the summer
features Ely Music and Drama Club centenmal

certs. Despite a radio
broadcasting boom, only
one percent of American
households owned a ra-
dio receiver in 1923. Ely
tapped the energy and tal-
ent of its populace and the
Music and Drama Club
was founded.

Itoriginated as a study
group to explore music
and dramas of all varieties
and from all cultures. The
first members often creat-
ed their own productions
and promoting and sup-
porting the arts in Ely be-
came a central theme. The
club, across four decades,
has annually recognized
an individual, and their
impact on creative arts
endeavors, with a Com-
munity Service Award.

have received scholar-
| ships through the Zel-
la Richter Scholarship
fund. Supporting the
next generation is a
deeply embedded value
for the club. A beloved
teacher for 21 years in
the Ely schools, Richter
was a charter member
of the Music and Dra-
ma Club and was well-
known for the positive

-] impact she had on her

Henry's Wives ensemble
included area members

performing English music.

Proving that the per-
forming arts have ripples
beyond whatever music
we hear and whichev-
er production we attend,
more than 160 students

students.

History Night will
be Wednesday, Aug.16,
at 7 p.m. in the Lecture

Hall of the Minnesota
North College Vermilion
Campus (VCC) and is
free to the public.

Bissonett and
Anders in concert

Sept. 2

EMBARRASS- Sisu
Heritage will host a con-
cert by Eli Bissonett and
Robin Anders of Ely on
Saturday, Sept. 2 at 2:30
p-m. in the historic Embar-
rass Finnish Apostolic Lu-
theran Church on Hwy. 21.

The concert is in cel-
ebration of the church be-
ing placed on the National
Register of Historic Plac-
es. The church building
was gifted to Sisu Heritage
by its former congregation.
Generations of Eli’s fam-
ily were members of the
church, so this is a particu-
larly special event for him.

Admission is $10 for
adults, $8 for Sisu mem-
bers, children 12 years and
under are free. For ques-
tions or further details, call
218-984-3012 or go to si-
suheritage.org.

MEDICAL - DENTAL - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

€)1-877-541-2817
WWW.SCENICRIVERSHEALTH.ORG

B\ Jiving well

Physical Therapy Clinics in
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

MODERN PAIN RELIEF TREATMENT

Headaches ¢ Jaw Pain
Shoulder, Neck, & Back Pain
Muscular Tension
Planter Fasciitis

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free
consultation to see if physical therapy can
help you or look us up on the web

PHONE: 218-481-7603
WEBSITE: living-well-therapy.com

Ely, MN 55731

August 15, 2023, at 4:00 pm - Marathon Prep Class

Join EBCH Physical Therapist Toni Dauwalter for an informational
session for runners preparing for the upcoming Ely Marathon. This
session includes education on self-management of common running
overuse injuries, insight into training errors and training modifications,
footwear selection, and the opportunity to have a quick running analysis
on our treadmill. This session is FREE and open to the public.

Use EBCH Entrance #7 to enter the Therapy Department.

To learn more, contact the EBCH Therapy Department at 218-365-8755.
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

WINTON- The big topic of
discussion at the Monday meet-
ing of the Ely Area Ambulance
Joint Powers Board (JPB) was
how to divvy up the financing
of the ambulance service’s fa-
cilities operation budget in a fair
manner.

At the heart of the debate
were the invoices for each
of the JPB members plus the
Ely-Bloomenson = Community
Hospital (EBCH), which the
city of Ely brought to the meet-
ing for approval. The JPB vot-
ed at its July 24 meeting to is-
sue the invoices for $3,415 for
each entity to cover expenses of
$17,077 through July 17. The
city of Ely does the invoicing
for the JPB because Ely handles
the bookkeeping of the board’s
funds.

According to the July 24
meeting minutes, Winton May-
or Marlene Zorman protested at
the time regarding a” five-way
split for building expenses,”
as it had not been approved by
the Winton City Council. She
added that would cause Win-
ton with its 167 residents to pay
more for building expenses than
they were for ambulance ser-
vice. As Zorman noted during a
prolonged discussion, the other
members of the JPB are larger in
population than Winton, noting
that Ely is 20 times larger than
Winton.

After a protracted and ram-
bling discussion that took up

ELY AREA AMBULANCE
Winton to pay 4 percent of ambulance building operating costs

most of the hour-and-15-min-
ute meeting, the JPB approved
splitting the expenses with Win-
ton paying four percent and Ely,
Morse and Fall Lake —the other
three members of the JPB—
each paying 32 percent.

Zorman stated that she
would bring the new amount
for Winton to her city council
at their meeting which met on
Monday evening. The Timber-
jay followed up with Mayor
Zorman on Tuesday and con-
firmed that the Winton city
Council approved contributing
four percent for the building ex-
penses.

Splitting costs

The decision behind the
four percent/32 percent split of
expenses is based on the contri-
butions of the four JPB entities
for last year’s purchase of a fa-
cility for the use of the Ely Area
Ambulance Service (EAAS).

Through the JPB, the four
entities disburse funding for the
building operations and other
expenses to support the non-
profit EAAS, which provides
EMS coverage for the four JPB
members. The amounts to be
disbursed must be approved by
the JPB, which usually happens
on a monthly basis.

Zorman, the JPB chair,
brought up the topic of how
the invoice amounts were split.
Ely clerk-treasurer Harold Lan-
gowski brought paperwork to
Monday’s meeting, invoicing
each JPB member and EBCH

for 20 percent of the building
expenses.

“At our last meeting,” Zor-
man began, “we talked about
not paying 20 percent. Win-
ton was in favor of paying our
percent of the population for
growth, which is three percent.
We’d be willing to put up four
percent, but that’s about all we
can do ... because otherwise,
we’re paying way, way, way
more than anybody else,”

Morse Township JPB mem-
ber Bob Berrini pointed out that
Ely, Fall Lake and Morse all
contributed around $150,000
each for the building purchase
last year whereas Winton con-
tributed “probably two percent
of the building.”

In a reply that echoed her
protest from the July 24, Zor-
man responded, “(Winton) paid
$11,000. We paid as much per
person as everyone else did ...
So, if we own two percent of the
building, why should we pay 20
percent of the costs of operating
it?”

Invoicing EBCH

The invoice prepared for
EBCH appeared to be an act
of optimism. EBCH decided
in April to curtail its voluntary
donations to supplement JPB
funding for EAAS expenses,
stating that it would like to see
better financial accounting and
communications from EAAS.

At the July 24 JPB meeting,
the board, EAAS, and EBCH
mutually reported progress

in July on improving EBCH-
EAAS relations and communi-
cation. The invoice for EBCH
was drafted in the hope that the
hospital would resume its vol-
untary support of the EAAS ex-
penses funded by the JPB.

If EBCH resumed its sup-
port of EAAS operating expens-
es, then the split for invoicing
would become four percent for
Winton and 24 percent for Ely,
Morse, Fall Lake and EBCH.
Since it was unknown at the
Aug. 7 meeting if EBCH will
resume its donations to support
EAAS, JPB member for Ely, Al
Forsman, asked the one mem-
ber of the hospital board present
about EBCH’s intensions.

“Can I ask a question,”
Forsman inquired of EBCH
board chair Tim Riley, “and ac-
tually have our hospital board
director that’s here (answer)? Is
it likely that the hospital would
contribute that 24 percent of
operating expenses of the joint
powers?”

Riley replied, “I should not
answer any questions on behalf
of the hospital at this time.”

Other business

In other business, the JPB:

> Approved the disburse-
ment of $36,000 to the EAAS
and the payment of an Aug. 3
utilities bill of $249, which were
the only transactions recorded
since the July 24 meeting.

> Approved $9,800 for
Toltz, King, Duvall, Anderson,
and Associations Inc. to prepare
the cost estimate documentation

required by the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture grant for the needed
renovation work on the property
purchased last year.

» Discussed the funding
of the EAAS 2023 shortfall.
Berrini remarked at one point
in the general discussion that
“if we don’t get (an additional)
$78,000, we’ll be in the neg-
ative before February.” Lan-
gowski opined, “We need to
figure this out now, or we’ll be
talking about this every meeting
until we do.”

The additional subsidies
to keep the EAAS running are
a sticking point since the Fall
Lake and Morse JPB members
reported their townships had
already voted on their budgets.
“We’ve done our budget so we
would have to call a special
meeting (to vote on addition-
al funding),” said Berrini. Fall
Lake representative Eric Hart
sounded a similar concern. “We
did our levy (already) ... so we
have no (additional) money (to
contribute)” beyond the $15.15/
person rate agreed upon to fund
the 2023 EAAS budget present-
ed at the July 24 meeting,” he
said.

Zorman capped the dis-
cussion on this matter, stating,
“We’ll have to meet again and
figure out what we’re going to
do,” about the unresolved fi-
nancial matters, after consult-
ing with the city councils and
boards of supervisors of the JPB
member entities.

» Set the next JPB meeting
date for Aug. 28, at 4 p.m.

Paul Bunyan subscribers get windfall from company’s success

REGIONAL- Subscribers
to Paul Bunyan Communica-
tions (PBC) services may see a
welcome credit on their August
bill or a check in their mailbox,
as the cooperative is returning
over $3.2 million to its mem-
bers in 2023, the cooperative
announced Monday.

“There is no membership
fee to join PBC and there are
no annual membership dues. All
you need to do is subscribe to
either one line of local phone or
broadband Internet service and
you become a member,” said
Dave Schultz, PBC Chief Fi-
nancial Officer.

As a cooperative, member-
ship in PBC includes the oppor-

tunity to share in the financial
success of the company. When
profits are earned, they are allo-
cated to the members based on
their proportional share of the
allocable revenues. These allo-
cations may then be returned to
the individual members through
capital credit retirements.

For current members with a
distribution amount of $100 or
less, a credit has been applied to
their August bill. Checks have
been mailed out for distributions
of more than $100.

“The state of our coopera-
tive remains strong. We are the
largest broadband cooperative
in Minnesota with over 28,000
active members throughout our

6,000 square mile service ter-
ritory. We have been very busy
building and expanding one of
the largest all-fiber optic rural
Gigabit networks in the coun-
try, the GigaZone®, which is
revolutionizing the way mem-
bers live, work, and play. It is
rewarding to see all those efforts
continue to pay off and return
these profits to our member-
ship” said CEO/General Man-
ager Gary Johnson.

Marketing Supervisor Brian
Bissonette said the company’s
regional focus is a key to their
success.

“In a highly competitive
industry with national compet-
itors our cooperative has been

successful because we put our
region and our members first,”
Bissonette said. “We don’t
have to worry about customers
all over the place like in Sioux
Falls, Fargo, Minneapolis, or
anywhere else. Our investments
go here, back into our network,
our services, and our communi-
ties in northern Minnesota.”

If you were a member of the
cooperative in 2003 and/or 2022
and accrued more than $10 in
total capital credit allocations,
but do not receive the credit
on your account or a check by
September 1, please contact
Paul Bunyan Communications
at (218) 444-1234 or (218) 999-
1234.

Bois Forte
cannabis story
clarification

A picture caption in the
Aug. 4 edition of the Timber-
jay may have given a wrong
impression. Given the time-
lines involved in the Bois
Forte Band’s feasibility as-
sessment of the sale of mari-
juana, it is unlikely the Band
will have made a decision and
be ready for possible opera-
tion of such a business by the
end of of 2023.

REAL ESTATE

218-666-5352

MLS# 145513

_.:“‘ NEED LISTINGS!
85— Contact us for a free
property valuation

info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING! 160 acres near Cook w/mixture of
open fields and wooded areas. Outbuildings,
garage, older home. Potential for a great
recreational retreat or homesite. $180,000.

NEW LISTING! Newer construction 2 BR, 1 BA
home on Murphy Lake. Natural wood interior,
vaulted ceiling. Detached garage, gazebo, sauna,
2-acre lot, 220 ft lakeshore. $450,000.

MLS# 145536

VERMILION

LAND OFFICE

' Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower * Virginia

MLS
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=S RE/MAX

we 218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

Lake Country

MLS#143352

MLS#145274

MLS#145461

Buyck-$360,000 200 acres near the Vermilion
River and many area lakes. Adjoins public lands.

Britt-$40,000 4+ acre building site. Wooded with
a pond and privacy. MLS#143948

Crane Lake-$359,900 80-acre boat-access family
hunting and fishing camp. Main 912 sq ft log cabin
w/1 BR, 1 BA, gas lights plus full electric, compli-
ant septic and drilled well. Sleeper cabin new in
2020 is 11°’x15’ with 3/4 loft for additional family
and friends. Both cabins come partially furnished.

Cook-$159,000 3 BR, 2 BA mobile home on
10 acres with detached 2-car garage/storage
shed, playhouse, drilled well and compliant septic.

# HOBODY IN THE

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

RE/MAX

old Happen For You Too!
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Republicans of integrity

It was GOP officials in the states who
blocked Trump’s attempted coup

Hidden within the 45 pag-
es of the most recent federal
indictment of Donald J. Trump
was a surprisingly hopeful rev-
elation.

As the indictment lays out
in stunning detail, the former
president and his handful of
co-conspirators were utterly
shameless in spreading lies in
hopes of ginning up support
for what was, effectively, an
attempted coup. The actions
of the former president in the
wake of the 2020 election
have been dispiriting for many
Americans, particularly as so
many prominent current Re-
publican leaders have shown
a willingness to defend Trump
and continue to spread his false
narratives about the election.

But as the indictment
makes clear, what saved this
country from an authoritarian
takeover by deeply unethical
and mentally unstable indi-
viduals, wasn’t the courts, or
law enforcement, the military,
or Democrats who opposed
Trump.

It was Republicans at the
state level who weren’t willing
to trash the U.S. Constitution to
keep Trump in power.

As the indictment details,
Trump and his minions spent
weeks pressuring Republican
officials in Georgia, Arizona,
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Neva-
da, and Wisconsin to set aside
the election results in their
states to keep Trump in office.

That pressure ranged from
soliciting Georgia Secretary
of State Brad Raffensperger to
“find 11,780 votes,” to asking
legislative leaders in several
states that backed Joe Biden to
use Republican majorities in
their Legislatures to set aside
the vote totals in their states
and send electors to Washing-
ton who would back Trump.
In every case, Trump used dis-
proven arguments that his own
staff — including White House
attorneys, his top campaign of-
ficials, top Justice Department
officials, his Director of Na-
tional Security, and Homeland
Security officials— had repeat-
edly told him were false.

In state after state, top
GOP officials, as well, refused
to knuckle under Trump’s pres-
sure. They resisted him despite
knowing that doing so could
well cost them their political
careers, given that so much
of Trump’s base had so easily
fallen victim to his election lies
and were likely to be angered
by their refusal to go along with
his illegal demands. Arizona
House Speaker Rusty Bowers
put it clearly and forcefully in
a public statement he issued
shortly after telling Trump he
wouldn’t break the law for him.

“As a conservative Repub-
lican, I don’t like the results
of the presidential election. I
voted for President Trump and

worked hard to reelect him. But
I cannot and will not entertain a
suggestion that we violate cur-
rent law to change the outcome
of a certified election.

I and my fellow legislators
swore an oath to support the
U.S. Constitution and the con-
stitution and laws of the state of
Arizona. It would violate that
oath, the basic principles of re-
publican government, and the
rule of law if we attempted to
nullify the people’s vote based
on unsupported theories of
fraud. Under the laws that we
wrote and voted upon, Arizona
voters choose who wins, and
our system requires that their
choice be respected.”

In part because princi-
pled Republicans stood up to
Trump, it is easy to forget how
close we came to losing the
America that we’ve all known,
a place where the peaceful
transfer of power was largely
taken for granted for more than
two centuries. Had individuals
like Mr. Bowers, Mr. Raffen-
sperger, or Michigan Senate
Majority Leader Mike Shirkey
not been individuals of integri-
ty, this nation could easily have
been plunged into civil war.
The Trump administration had
already discussed the invoca-
tion of the Insurrection Act if
their attempted takeover would
have succeeded, which would
have sparked massive protests.

In other words, there was
nothing that Trump wouldn’t
have done to hold onto power,
but he needed other Republi-
cans in key positions to make
that possible. He found out that
there were still Republicans of
conscience to block his illegal
efforts.

That was then, of course.
America certainly can’t rest
easy in part because Trump
has worked over the past two
and a half years to try to elect
Republicans from the so-called
MAGA wing of the party, in-
dividuals whose only fealty is
to Trump, not the Constitution.
They represent the dangers of
a second Trump term, since
they could be in a position to
keep him in power indefinitely.
The Constitution may limit the
president to two terms, but we
would be foolish to think that
Trump would suddenly concern
himself with words on a piece
of paper he’s never read— par-
ticularly when leaving office
could leave him, once again,
vulnerable to prosecution or
jail time for his various crimes.

As the latest indictment
reveals, it was Republicans of
character and integrity who
saved us from Trump’s illegit-
imate effort to hold power in
2020. Will similar Republicans
be there in the future to provide
the necessary check on a would-
be dictator? At this point, that’s
an awfully big unknown.
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Trump’s elec-
tion is a historical

head-scratcher

If this country still exists
100 years from now, the most-
asked question by future his-
torians will not be about how
we reached a point where a
former president was indicted
for multiple crimes. The ques-
tion will be how did such a
terribly flawed, uniquely unfit
man manage to get elected in
the first place.

Lynn Scott

Soudan

What is
Greenwood’s issue

with the ambulance?

OK. I will be the first to
admit that I’'m not the bright-
est light on the Christmas tree,
but I just don’t understand the
Greenwood ambulance issue.

First, I believe that based
on assessed valuation, Green-
wood is a relatively wealthy
township. Secondly, based on
my personal observations, a
high proportion of Greenwood
taxpayers are elderly.

When I look in the mirror
in the morning, I realize that
there is a high probability that
I or my nearest and dearest
may need an ambulance —
sooner rather than later. That
is probably true of many per-
manent and seasonal residents
of Greenwood.

Then why in the hell
doesn’t Greenwood support
an ambulance service? I don’t
understand all the issues deal-
ing with liability, but I have a
couple of suggestions. How
about a no-strings-attached
annual donation to the Tower
ambulance? Base it on as-
sessed value, on population,
or something, but make it a
meaningful amount. With no
liability involved.

Or, if a more formal
agreement is necessary, and
there is fear of litigation, how
about taking out some kind of
liability insurance? Insurance
companies are happy to take
risks (for a price).

That reminds me. An RFP
directed at private ambulance
companies forgets an im-
portant fact. The goal of any

for-profit company is to make
money. Only by increasing
fees or reducing service can
they beat a public-supported
entity.

So, in summary, what’s
the deal with Greenwood res-
idents? Why can’t they raid
their wallet? Saving money
for your kids, so they can blow
it?

Dave Grigal

Roseville

Counties need to
fund prevention

efforts

The phrase “early identifi-
cation and treatment” are well
used in the mental health field.
But the reality is that we wait
until a person’s mental ill-
ness is at “stage four” before
anything is done. By then the
person may end up in jail or
be brought to the emergency
department and kept on a 72-
hour hold. ~When someone
doesn’t seek treatment vol-
untarily, we wait to intervene
until they meet the criteria for
involuntary treatment.

Just in the past month
I talked to families whose
loved one was actively psy-
chotic believing that people
were following them and were
highly agitated since they
were scared. Another fam-
ily shared their loved one’s
symptoms were so intense
that they couldn’t take care
of themselves — they weren’t
bathing, there was no food in
the house, and they had been
hoarding free newspapers to
the point that they couldn’t
sleep in their bed. In these situ-
ations, and many others like it,
families had called the county
and even the crisis team. But
since the person didn’t want
treatment  voluntarily, and
they weren’t a danger to them-
selves or others, nothing could
be done. Families had to wait
until they were a danger for
someone to intervene.

There are lots of reasons
why someone won’t seek
treatment voluntarily. Some-
times they don’t believe they
have a mental illness, they
might have had a bad experi-
ence in the mental health sys-
tem, or they are so paranoid
they don’t trust anyone. Other

times they are simply reluc-
tant and don’t have the energy
to find a provider and make an
appointment.

Imagine if there was a law
that allowed county staff or
crisis teams to go out in these
situations and create a rela-
tionship with the individual
and engage them in treatment
voluntarily. Not a one and
done, but efforts over several
months to get them into treat-
ment voluntarily. It could be
a peer specialist sharing their
story of recovery and helping
the person understand they
can get better. It could be help-
ing them access community
services before they ever need
hospitalization or come into
contact with police.

Well, you don’t need to
imagine it. In 2020 the Leg-
islature passed an overhaul of
the Minnesota Commitment
Act. One of the changes was
to allow counties — through
their staff, crisis team staff,
peer specialists — to try to en-
gage the person in treatment
voluntarily. This is not an al-
ternative to commitment; it is
early intervention to prevent
commitment or criminal jus-
tice involvement. They can
also look at the need for hous-
ing and insurance and work
with the family on suicide pre-
vention. It takes a holistic ap-
proach to helping people with
symptoms of a mental illness
that are interfering with their
lives.

Great idea, yet no county
is doing this. NAMI Minneso-
ta went to the Legislature two
years in a row to obtain small
grants to pilot this idea, but
it wasn’t included in the final
bills.

As counties begin to put
together their budgets for
2024, NAMI Minnesota en-
courages them to look at this
law and implement it. Set
aside funds that can be used
by crisis teams to respond to
these situations and prevent
people ending up in the hos-
pital or in jail. Let’s make the
phrase “early identification
and treatment” actually mean
something in the mental health
system.

Sue Abderholden, MPH

Executive Director

NAMI Minnesota

COLUMNIST

Harvesting health and happiness

Life is good! I begin with
an update on my alcohol ces-

sation to report I am
now in the 11th week
since I drank my last
alcoholic beverage. I
recently visited my
doctor and had my
blood work checked
to discover my test
results had so sig-
nificantly improved
from my last visit
in April. You can’t
get much more en-
couragement  than

SCARLET
STONE

this! My fasting blood glucose
level had been up to 120 mg/dL

(pre-diabetic and
my highest reading
ever) However, it
is now normal at
95 mg/dL; my tri-
glyceride level had
been 165 mg/dL
(borderline high)
but has dropped to
100 mg/dL avoid-
ing the doctor’s
recommendation
to start taking a
statin drug. All

other tests for cholesterol, liver,
kidneys, pancreas had moved
into the normal range. The most
rewarding result is that my
blood pressure has gone from
readings of 165/96 at times to
125/72 with a pulse of 58 or 60!
I’'m like a kid again.

Two weeks ago I cut my
Amlodipine medication from 10
mg a day to 5 mg and am now
off of it completely with my
pressure holding at a youthful
level! Geez....could my 35 years
of drinking have been the entire
reason for the raised blood pres-

sure? Time will tell. I continue
to listen to podcasts by author
Annie Grace and others who
have struggled with alcohol in
their lives and have overcome
the desire to drink. This is pretty
much my main support system
aside from talking to family and
a few others here and there.

I am busy doing other things
and getting projects done at The
House of Stone. I have been
cleaning and discarding, selling
or giving away notable quan-
tities of yesterday’s treasures.
Monday morning, I made a trip

to the dump and was greeted
by the usual “dump guy” who
was....as often is the case...a bit
disgruntled with more than the
resident groundhog that lives
under a dumpster.

This time he was sour be-
cause the new garbage packer
was broken down and he added
that a lady had seriously hurt
her back while putting her gar-
bage into the packer because of
the high reach through the ac-
cess door. I agreed that the new

See HAPPINESS...pg. 5
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Serving as an
AmeriCorps
Promise Fellow
can change

your life

A 25-year-old non-
profit program is looking
for Minnesotans to work
side-by-side with students
during the 2023-24 school
year, and trust me — it will
change your life.

I'm one of more
than 2,200 people who
have served in a Minne-
sota school or commu-
nity-based  organization
as a Promise Fellow, an
AmeriCorps program that
addresses the dropout epi-
demic by working one-on-
one with students who are
at risk for not graduating
on time. Host sites are lo-
cated across Minnesota.

Much more than tu-
tors, Promise Fellows --
from recent college grad-

uates to retirees -- provide
direct support for up to
30 students during the
school year in the areas of
attendance, engagement
and course performance.
While everybody has their
own unique story, we all
share a passion for serving
our communities and an
interest in helping Min-
nesota students succeed.
You won'’t get rich serving
as a Promise Fellow — al-
though you do receive a
stipend, education award,
student loan forbearance
and other benefits — but
the experience will be
life-changing. No matter
what Promise Fellows do
after their year of service,
the experience sticks with
us, significantly shaping
the rest of our lives and
careers.

Applications for the
upcoming school year are
being accepted for priori-
ty deadline until Aug. 14,
2023, to ensure Promise
Fellows can work with

Letters from Readers

students for the entire
school year. Applications
are also being accepted on
a rolling basis for Oct. 1
and Jan. 16 start dates.
For more information,
visit www.mnyouth.net.
Alexandra Soth
Maplewood

Ely doesn’t
benefit from
Pillow Rock’s

neglect
Unfortunately, Ely’s
Pillow Rock continues to
be neglected and ignored
in its present obscure lo-
cation. Moreover, it still
has an erroneous sign
claiming the 2.7 billion
year-old rock is an out-
crop, whereas, in reality it
is an erratic. It is time for
Ely’s city council to move
this historic Ely icon to a
new a location that will
attract families, students,
geologists, and historians.

Pillow rock forma-
tions are relatively rare
on land, and they can of-
fer valuable clues about
the volcanic and tectonic
activity that occurred bil-
lions of years ago. Over-
all, while Pillow Rock
may not have significant
monetary value, its sci-
entific and cultural value
make it a salient part of
our natural heritage.

The Earth was formed
4.5 billion years ago, but
humans have been around
for only 1.8 million
years. Analogy to put that
timeline in perspective
is that it is equivalent to
34 seconds within a 24-
hour day. Pillow Rock
represents a truly old
weathered sculptured an-
tique. The rock deserves
special recognition be-
cause it affords a spring-
board to educational in-
quiry into its origin that
preceded the creation of
dinosaurs, fish, birds, and
mankind.

When you realize
that the Earth’s crust is
still moving, it is a phe-
nomenon that impacts our
current environment with
earthquakes, volcanos,
glaciers, and geysers. It
will be rewarding if Pil-
low Rock can encourage
and inspire visiting stu-
dents to pursue the origin
and science of our Earth.

Pillow Rock serves as
an important above ground
geological landmark in the
Ely area. It can be a pop-
ular tourist attraction, with
visitors coming from afar
to marvel at its unusual
shape and learn about its
origins. (Plymouth Rock
in Massachusetts attracts
a million visitors a year.)

We spent multi-mil-
lions of dollars upgrading
our local schools. Yet we
fail to recognize and de-
velop the educational val-
ue of Pillow Rock.

If Pillow Rock is at-
tractively relocated, well
documented, and appro-

priately publicized, the
additional attracted tour-
ists will boost Ely’s econ-
omy. Restaurants, lodg-
ings, outfitters, and local
stores can offer Ely made
memorabilia,  souvenirs
and illustrated books for
tourists.

The new location
should have ample parking
and facilities to show con-
tinuously a 15 to 20-min-
ute quality color film on
the history of Pillow Rock
such as those produced
by National Geographic,
Nova, or BBC. It should
portray the emerging lava
from the bottom of the
sea, the formation of the
rock with its “pillows”,
and the timeline prior to
any life on the planet, and
subsequent development
of flora, fauna, and hu-
manity.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

De-icer helps road quality in summertime

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL-  Sum-
mertime is not the time
one would expect St. Louis
County to be applying de-
icer to many of its roads,
but it turns out that liquid
calcium chloride is also an
effective agent for keeping
dry dirt and gravel road in
good shape.

County Public Works
District Four Superinten-
dent Dale Johnson said that
drier than normal weather
conditions can take a toll
on the roughly 500 miles
of dirt and gravel roads in
his district.

“When the roads get
dry, they get washboard-
ed,” he said. “Trying to go
out there when it’s so dry

HAPPINESS...Continued from page 4

packer has a “design is-
sue.” I mean I had noticed
that from the moment I
stood next to it at 5 ft-2 in.
tall and had to look up at
the access door. I attribut-
ed it to a male designer
who probably was 6 ft-5
in. tall and forgets about
us shorter models.

The dump guy grum-
bled on about politics
within local county gov-
ernment then punched
my paper dump card and
instructed me to use the
big blue demolition bin
on the upper level past the
scrap metal pile with the
usual shoppers revolving
around its margins where
sharp edges and glass
shards leer at your tires
as they roll past. I’ve seen
all kinds there, men and
women who rarely look
up as they hastily pull out
valuables before anoth-
er collector gets it first. I
drove towards the demo
bin, past the yard waste
area, the old tire pile and
other bins.

When I got out of my
Jeep, I noticed a few items
that someone had placed
on the cement ledge next
to the bin. Sometimes I
too have placed things
there that I think some-
one else may find useful
instead of discarding.
“Ooooohh I exclaimed” to
nothing but an empty cab,
the steering wheel and my
work gloves.

On this day, I was
captivated by a small,
porcelain dish and cream-
er that seemed to be wait-
ing there just for me. The
tan-colored china with
a maroon floral design
possessed a simple, love-
ly charm. I turned the
creamer around to discov-
er it was designed with
no handle which drew
more attention to the dec-

Gravel routes benefit from calcium chloride application

and blading them does not
really do any good. It actu-
ally will make them worse.
If there’s any compaction
at all, we would loosen that
up and with the dry roads
it’ll just get more wash-
boarded and then end up
potholes.”

The calcium chloride
acts to control dust, bring-
ing more cohesivenss to
the particles on the road’s
surface, which helps to
maintain the roadbed.

“It helps for our main-
tenance on the gravel roads
when we can put the dust
control on them because
we aren’t having to be out
there and grade them as
much as normal. Once we
get the chloride on there

orative pattern and small
spout. When I got home,
I washed the dump dust
off both pieces, grabbed a
cup of coffee then headed
out to the deck to study
it. It was labeled Inca
Ware and the hand-drawn
logo prompted me to do a
Google search to discover
it was restaurant china,
made by the Shenango
China Company of New
Castle, Pennsylvania that
opened in 1901. The com-
pany also manufactured
serving dishes for the
White House, including a
commemorative plate for
Dwight Eisenhower and
dinnerware for Lyndon
Johnson. The company
had a long history of be-
ing bought, sold, burned
down, flooded, rebuilt,
renamed, expanded and in
March 1979 was sold to
Anchor Hocking who sold
it to Canadian Pacific who
then sold the company to
Pfaltzgraff. The little set
is only worth $16 on eBay
but provided curiosity and
surprise to my day and a
place for my toothpicks
out on the table.

In addition to finding
treasures at the dump, I
have been spending a fair
bit of time at home be-
cause a friend of mine that
I call “The Horse Whis-
perer”, and I are fixing my
notoriously  problematic
upstairs bathroom. It was
torn apart and left during
my last marriage with
only the toilet function-
al. So, we finally figured
out the directions that my
maze of water pipes trav-
el between the two floors
and where the clogged
pipe was. “H.W.” added a
new nine-foot piece, bor-
ing a hole into the main
cast iron line to bypass
the troublesome section....
including a 90-degree el-

and we can get a bladed
with a good crown and
pack it good the road will
turn real hard in places that
it’ll get dark and almost
looks blacktop. Where
we would be out grading
weekly, we sometimes we
only have to go out may-
be monthly. We aren’t
out there as often to blade
them so that it helps in our
maintenance costs. And in
the long run we aren’t hav-
ing to put as much gravel
down. So it’s a good thing
as far as the maintenance
aspect.”

But don’t expect to
see a fleet of county snow-
plows rolling down gravel
roads applying the treat-
ment. The county has an

independent  contractor
who handles that, Johnson
said.

“Most of the time the
road supervisor goes out
with them in their vehicle
and works with them on
what roads they need to
do,” he said.

Because of cost, every
gravel road won’t receive
the calcium chloride treat-
ment. Johnson said they
focus their efforts on the
most highly utilized roads.

It’s also getting to
be the time of year when
heavy nighttime or morn-
ing dew, as well as light
rain, can provide enough
moisture to help out with
gravel road conditions,
Johnson said.

“When it gets dry you
don’t notice it and you
think the chloride has gone
away,” he said. “When it
rains, it kind of rejuvenates
it. When you get the heavy
dews it helps bring it back
up to the top of the road
again.”

And with less main-
tenance to do on gravel
roads, county workers
have more time to tend to
other maintenance issues.

“Mainly we’re patch-
ing holes, patching cracks,
we’re putting culverts in,
we do more grass mowing
and brush mowing, also
some ditching,” Johnson
said.

This spring’s flooding
wasn’t as bad as 2022, but

bow. He capped off one
end of the old section
and has left the non-func-
tional pipe in place for
all of eternity to bother
residents no more. This
also overcomes the house
settling issue that caused
the water to have to run
uphill on its way out. The
room is now ready for
tile, a new toilet, vanity,
and some shiplap to panel
one wall. I am absolute-
ly delighted that I won’t
have to take a shower in
my chilly basement bath-
room this winter or pay a
fortune to a plumber and a
contractor.

The “Horse Whis-
perer” is from Kugler
Township, south of Tow-
er, and lives near the end
of civilization where cell
service is represented
with one bar and internet
works best when standing
by the kitchen window
where bunnies and Tony
the rooster dine on green
grass and findings below.
He has spent most of his
life within a 12-mile radi-
us and has been the only
person I’ve met to ever
draw distinction to the
rural areas often simply
termed as Embarrass. He
regularly uses the names
of the various townships
in general conversation
including Waasa, Pike,
Sandy and Wuori. If he
travels to them for any
reason at all he will say,
“Yuh, I had to take a run
over to Wuori Township to
see a guy about a part for
a lawnmower.” Or, “My
friend over in Pike Town-
ship is mowing lawns at
the cemetery.” He knows
where one township be-
gins and the other ends
and is knowledgeable
about the folks whose
families originally settled
in these rural places. H-W

is a jack-of-all-trades and
knows how to tear apart
engines, witch wells with
willow branches, do con-
struction, garden, farm
and care for horses. In-
terestingly, he kept draft
horses for years; Perche-
ron, Belgian, and Shire on
his eighty acres. The trees
for the Embarrass Timber
Hall were pulled from the
logging site by his horses
and he has helped others
with all kinds of tasks.
He has a calm spirit that
animals trust, including
two of my three skepti-
cal cats that ended up in
his lap on the day they
met him months ago. The
third cat knows no bound-
aries and is friends with
everyone. Having a place
to go to that provides a
scenic drive through the
trees and a change from
spending time in bars has
been so welcomed. We sit
and tell stories under the
string of twinkling col-
ored Christmas lights that
are on every night at dusk
while we often watch old
westerns and Gunsmoke
reruns on TV.

When I am away from
my own work farm in
Soudan, you can still find
me at the Timberjay or do-
ing administrative work
for the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center (LVCC),
a nonprofit located on
Main Street in Tower. I
have held this position
for over a year now and
am learning much. The
LVCC is the former St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church
that has been under reno-
vation and is now hosting
cultural events such as the
annual Midsummer cele-
bration, music concerts,
lectures, art shows and
more. You can visit the
website: vermilioncultur-
alcenter.org to learn more

or make a donation. I also
continue to print t-shirts
in my basement and hope
to have a booth at a craft
show or two this coming
fall.

it was enough to reveal the
need for more culvert re-
placements.

“We did quite a num-
ber of them with the spring
runoff and the water issues
we had this spring,” John-
son said. “We did a quite a
number of culvert chang-
ing where it washed a cul-
vert out or alongside of it.
Usually the culvert was in
bad condition and so we
had to replace it anyway.”
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on Aug. 14

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Aug. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Raffle tickets
available at Tower

Farmers Market
TOWER- Raffle tick-
ets for the Sharing the
Harvest
basket
are now
available
every
Friday
8 at  the
Tower
Farmers Market, from 4-6
p.m. at the Depot. Win a
basket full of contributions
from all the market ven-
dors - meat, fresh produce,
canned goods, pie, bread
and other baked goods,
flowers, and lots of other
goodies. The drawing is
in mid-September and you
need not be present. Tick-
ets are $1 and proceeds go
to support the Tower Area
Food Shelf.

=
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Charlemagne’s 52 Club

TSHS week 2 winner

Charlemagne’s 52
Club Week 2 winner of
$100 cash prize is Mary
Levy from Washington,
Towa.

History Tidbit:

Adventurous fur trad-
ers and trappers visited the
Vermilion area from 1731-
1847. British soldiers had
operated a military trail
from Grand Portage, over
inland waters, to Lake Ver-
milion.
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Happy 8oth
Birthday Liz
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Wish You
Were Here!
Miss You And
Love You!

SUMMER CAMP

Vacation Bible School fun at Immanuel Lutheran

Immanuel
Lutheran Church
in Tower

hosted their
annual Vacation
Bible School,
July 31 - Aug. 4.
Children aged
four and up
learned about
God’s New
Creation with
songs, prayers,
skits, crafts,
games, and more.

photos by J. Summit

I-Falls team takes top prize at annual wiffleball tournament

EMBARRASS- The
“Good Guys”, a team
from International Falls,
won the championship
game at the 15th annu-
al Red Bear Wiffleball
Tournament on Saturday,
July 29. Second place
went to “Vermilion
Range”, and “The Alaspa
Bunch” came in third.
This was the 15th annual
tournament. Number 16
comes in July of 2024.
The tournament is hosted
by Marlin and Jeannine
Bjornrud on the wiffle-
ball field they created
in the front yard of their
rural Embarrass home.

1 Amt:
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Above: This year’s winning team. Top right: Marlin Bjornrud throwing
some pitches. Right: This year’s event even featured a cheerleader.
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Little Church
meeting and

service

VERMILION LAKE
TWP- The Little Church
Committee will meet on
Saturday, Aug. 12 at 10
a.m.

There will also be a
service on Sunday, Aug.
20 at 4 p.m., with a pot-
luck after the service. We
always welcome anyone
and are looking for peo-
ple interested in keeping
The Little Church pre-
served and maintained
in our community. The
building hosts a men’s

N\

N

Fridays...
4-6 PM

at the Train Depot
in Tower

COMMUNITY NEWS

group that meets every
Thursday at 9 a.m. for
coffee and conversation.
All are welcome. The
Little Church is located in
Vermilion Lake Township
on Cty. Rd. 26/Wahlsten
Rd. Any questions please
contact, Len Hujanen at
218-749-2014, and leave
a message.

St. Martin’s Annual
Rummage Sale on
Saturday, Aug. 26
TOWER- Mark your
calendars! St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tow-
er will host a rummage
sale on Saturday, Aug. 26

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218—753-2950

from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
in the church social hall.
We will once again offer
EARLY BIRD SHOP-
PING at 8 a.m. for a fee
of $5. In addition to the
rummage sale, coffee,
cinnamon and caramel
rolls will be available for
purchase, for eat-in or
take-out. Remember, one
person’s junk is another
one’s treasure.

Lunch Bunch to
meet Tuesday,

Aug. 15

AURORA- The
Lunch Bunch will meet
on Tuesday, Aug. 15 at
12:30 p.m. in Aurora at
The Hive Coffee and
Bakehouse. Please RSVP
to Kathy at 218-753-
2530. Anyone that would
like to join us are wel-
comed to attend.

Morning mischief

on Aug. 14
TOWER-  Monday
Morning Mischief on

Aug. 14 from 8-10 a.m.
at Towers Gathering Gal-
lery.

Local students
selected to
University of
Minnesota Twin
Cities Spring Dean’s
List

MINNEAPOLIS  /
ST. PAUL- The following
area students have been
named to the 2023 spring
semester Dean’s List at
the University of Minne-
sota Twin Cities. To qual-
ify for the Dean’s List, a
student must complete
12 or more letter-graded
credits while attaining a
3.66 grade point average.

Azalea Ray, of Em-
barrass, Sophomore,
College of Liberal Arts
Audrey Anderson, of

Soudan, Sophomore,
College of Education/
Human Development

Cooper Hanson, of Tow-
er, Sophomore, Carlson
School of Management

Flying Finn 5K
Run/Walk set for

Saturday, Aug. 26

EMBARRASS- Reg-
istration is now open for
this year’s Flying Finn
5K Run/Walk. This event
is part of the Embarrass
Fair. Pre-registrations
are appreciated. Find
the form at https://www.
embarrassrfa.org or call
Christina Forsythe 218-
750-8831.

Race day registration
starts at 8:30 a.m. Race
begins at 9:30 a.m. Cost
is $20 in advance or $25
on race day.

Prizes are $50 for the
1st-place male and female
finishers, plus 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place medallions
for runners in each divi-
sion (19 and under, 20 —
29, 30 — 39, 40 — 49, 50
—59, 60 and over). Flying
Finn t-shirt for all par-
ticipants (pre-register to
guarantee sizing).
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely Arts
and  Heritage  Center
(EAHC) on Pioneer Road
is home to several popular
area endeavors like the
Greenstone Summer Art
Camp for youth, many of
Ely’s art shows, and the
gathering and starting area
for many running and bik-
ing events. It’s also home
to perhaps the area’s best
tourist bargain: the mu-
seum that EAHC main-
tains in the shaft house, or
headworks building, for
the “A” shaft of the de-
funct Pioneer Mine.

The museum is free
and the short tour of the
shaft house and its col-
lection of mining and
historical Ely artifacts
takes about a half hour.
It is open on Tuesdays,
2-5 p.m., and Fridays, 3-6
p-m., from Memorial Day
to Labor Day every year.
What’s not advertised is
that the museum is also
open whenever Seraphine
Rolando decided to open
it up at other times in-
stead of kicking his heels
at home, or as fellow mu-
seum volunteer Bill Erzar
commented, “whenever
his wife gets tired of him
around the house.”

The Timberjay was
not able to verify why
Rolando opens the muse-

LOCAL TOURISM

Ely’s biggest tourist bargain

um above and beyond its
advertised hours of oper-
ation. Regardless, it is a
fact that Rolando puts in
many extra hours at the
Pioneer Mine every sum-
mer. It is easy to tell if
the museum is open out-
side its regular hours. If
Rolando’s signature mil-
itary-surplus jeep, com-
plete with machine-gun
mount, is parked along the
entrance to the museum’s
driveway, Rolando has it
open to the public and is
giving tours.

Rolando, Erzar, and
their colleagues volunteer
their time to act as guides
at the Pioneer Mine Mu-
seum, which opened to
the public 13 years ago.
The mine was the last
operating mine in Ely. It
operated for almost eight
decades, closing in 1967.
Many of the volunteers
and visitors to the mu-
seum had family mem-
bers who worked in Ely’s
mines. Rolando’s grand-
father worked at the Pio-
neer Mine, as did Erzar’s
father. Erzar’s tour talk
included the tale of his
father’s harrowing escape
from the 1955 drift col-
lapse which killed three
workers, one of whom
was his father’s working
partner.

The museum tours
are an education, espe-
cially for those who aren’t

Ely old-timers. “The rea-
son Ely exists is because
of these mines,” Rolando
points out in almost every
tour and talk he gives at
the museum. One of the
most interesting parts of
the tour narration deals
with how Ely’s iron mines
created Miners Lake, not
by water infilling of an
open pit mine, but by the
ongoing subsidence of
collapsing  underground
mine shafts, drifts and
stopes.

The photos at the
museum of the area now
covered by Miners Lake
are jaw-droppers because
they show dry ground
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covered by vegetation and
trees as late as the 1960s.
The subsiding ground be-
came a lake when the Pio-
neer Mine shut down and
stopped pumping hun-
dreds of thousands of gal-
lons a day to dewater the
workings. Today, Miners
Lake is one of local go-to
places to fish for rainbow
trout.

People traveling Pio-
neer Road may have no-
ticed the newly-poured
concrete slab out in front
of the mine’s shaft house.
The slab will form the
foundation of the Ely
Miners’ Memorial. Lau-
rentian Monument Gran-

ite and Stone of Virginia
is carving two granite
plaques with the names of
miners who lost their lives
in Ely’s iron mines. The
top of the memorial will
be capped with headworks
sheave wheel.

According to Ely
clerk-treasurer Harold
Langowski, the budget for
the memorial is $60,000.
“The city is contributing
$15,000. Another $15,000
is from the Iron Range
Resources and Rehabili-
tation Board. “The rest is
from fundraising,” Lan-
gowski said. The memori-
al is scheduled to be com-
pleted by next summer.

Pioneer Mine Museum volunteer Bill Erzar next to the museum’s display
of newspaper articles on his father’s survival of the 1955 mining collapse
that killed three, including his father’s partner. photo by C. Clark

WINDOWS INTO YESTERDAY

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants
have an opportunity to
order lunch. For those
interested in being a
host, or who have a
speaker suggestion,
contact Lacey Squier by
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-
9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Aug. 15: Con-
gressman Jamie Raskin

»Aug. 22: A Finn-
ish Family’s Immigra-
tion Story with Val My-
ntti

>»Aug. 29: Root
Beer Lady the Musical
with Barb Hall

The Civilian Conservation Corps

by DAVID KESS
Ely-Winton Historical Society

North on the Echo Trail or
northeast of town towards the
North Shore, are some newer
groves of pine—too young to be
virgin timber but looking ready to
be logged. These trees were likely
planted by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC). The CCC was
developed by President Franklin
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Above: Sign listing the
activities of CCC Camp 711
at Portage River.

Below: President Roosevelt
with CCC enrollees. submitted
photos

during the Great Depression. He
was extremely concerned about
forest fires and the restoration of
forest lands. CCC men planted
more than three billion trees, as
well as building trails and shelters
in 800 parks, and established 700
new state parks during the nine
years of the program.

By 1933, the Great Depres-
sion had already crippled the na-
tion: unemployment was at an
all-time high. In the Ely area, the
mines were either closed or oper-
ating on a much-reduced schedule.
Some residents tried to survive by
gardening, fishing, and hunting—
or even poaching. Immigrant fam-
ilies were especially reluctant to
apply for government relief.

The CCC not only addressed
Roosevelt’s concerns of conser-
vation and firefighting, but it also
provided employment for young
men. Each man earned $30 a
month, of which $25 was sent to
their families. The other $5 cov-
ered candy bars, cigarettes, pop,
and beer.

By July 1933, 1,433 working
camps were established across the
country with a number in north-

eastern Minnesota.

Basic education, such as read-
ing skills, and vocational training
were offered at some camps. This
included forestry, typing, survey-
ing, spelling, letter writing, me-
chanics, forging, carpentry, map-
ping, music, dancing, use of a slide
rule, photography, public speak-
ing, and various sports activities.
Some young men learned enough
to graduate from high school. Both
Protestant and Catholic services
were conducted each week, but at-
tendance was voluntary. Weekend
dances and weekend passes were
frequent.

At the start, the CCC had to
build housing and other necessary
buildings had to be built. The first
shelters were tent camps. Per-
manent dormitories, mess halls,
recreation halls, and other struc-
tures were constructed with logs
harvested from the forests. Other
buildings were constructed with
purchased lumber. Drilled wells
provided drinking water even
though the camps were often lo-
cated near lakes.

The enrollees were mostly
young, unskilled, and unemployed
men between the ages of 18 and 25.
Leaders in the camps were army
officers and locally experienced
men, known as LEMs. Clothing
came from surplus supplies from
WWI. Enrollees were also given
underwear, shoes, coveralls, army
fatigues, hats, rain gear, mosquito
netting, army cots, and blankets.

Each man was obligated to
serve for aminimum of six months.
Most stayed longer. While the pro-
gram did last for nine years, by
1942 men were needed for serving
in WWII. More than 2,500,000
were enrolled in various places
around the country. Actors such
as Walter Matthau and Raymond
Burr were CCC enrollees, as were
Stan Musial and Chuck Yeager,

the famous pilot.

Thousands of acres of for-
est lands had earlier been logged
or burnt. The trees that the CCC
planted are a living monument to
the work of these men.

Camps in this area included
#701 at McDougall Lake, #704 at
Halfway, #711 on the Echo Trail,
and #707 at Cutfoot Sioux. Camp
#702 was located near Bena. Other
camps included in Minnesota were
Portage River, Cold Springs, Dun-
nigan, and Baptism River.

Years after the CCC folded,
Kathy Kainz, a local forest service
employee, interviewed some of
the local men. The following are
a sample of the transcribed inter-
views on file at the Ely-Winton
Historical Society:

As an example of one of
those interviews, LEM Uno Saari
thought overall that FDR did well,
especially with the CCC. “We had
to build roads with picks, shovels,
wheelbarrows, and a team of hors-
es.” Later on, they got a caterpil-
lar tractor. “We worked on road
construction and tree planting...
(There was) boxing, a library,
basketball, and baseball...Parents
came out a lot.”

The CCC effort gave many
young men a boost when they
needed it. The families of these
men were better off during the De-
pression years because of it.

For more details, see J. C. Ry-
an’s “The CCC and Me.” Copies
are available at the Ely-Winton
Historical Society Office at the
Vermilion Campus of Minnesota
North College. An exhibit of pic-
tures from the CCC is now on dis-
play in the Fine Arts Lobby. The
summer hours for the office and
the museum are noon until 4 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday.

»Sept. 5: Spruce
Project with Randy
Kolka
Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=

gardens exploding
sun, water, the loving care

soon a rich harvest

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
August is celery seed.

The library will host a
Minnesota state-wide star
party on Friday, Aug. 11,
from 1-3 p.m. Participants
will learn many aspects of
watching the night sky and
how to spot the Perseids
meteor shower over the
weekend. This program is
for all ages.

The Friends of the Li-
brary book club will meet
on Monday, Aug. 14, from

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

3-4 p.m., to discuss “Lady
Clementine” by Marie
Benedict.

There will be a tutu
workshop for ages 3-6 on
Wednesday, Aug. 16, from
11 am. to noon. Partici-
pants will create their own
tutu. Adults should plan to
attend and help their child
craft a tutu. Please register
in advance so the library
can order enough supplies.

Preschool  Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library at
224 E. Chapman St.

Dorothy Molter

Museum

The Dorothy Molter
Museum will host a sup-
porter appreciation day
open house on Sunday,
Aug. 13, from 11 am. to
2 p.m. to celebrate the mu-
seum’s thirtieth year. The
event will have special
guests from the cast and

crew of the “Root Beer
Lady, the Musical.” This is
a free event.

In honor of the thirti-
eth anniversary of the mu-
seum, there will be a free
showing on Friday, Aug.
18, of the documentary,
“Dorothy Molter, Living
in the Boundary Waters,”
followed by a question and
answer panel, at Ely’s His-
toric State Theater. Doors
open at 6 p.m., film at 7
p.m., Q&A panel at 8 p.m.
Attendees under 16 mustbe

accompanied by an adult.
While there is no cost for
this event, tickets must be
reserved in advance. Tick-
ets are available through
the museum’s website at
https://www.rootbeerlady.
com/programs-events.
Don’t forget that the
“Root Beer Lady: the Mu-
sical” is coming to Ely’s
Historic State Theater on
Sept. 7-10. Times and tick-
ets are available at https://
movies.elystatetheater.org.

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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on a warm afternoon.

Big crowd flock

HELPING THE HELPERS

The annual Buyck Fire Deparment auction and Pork/Corn
Feed benefit Saturday was a big hit this year, bringing in
$16,927. Proceeds will be used to upgrade the department's
side-by-side ATV for wildland fires and trail rescues, repairs
on the fire hall, and savings for new fire trucks. Pictured
right: Assistant Chief Jason Clemmer as auctioneer for the
day easily coaxes a higher bid for a portable air conditioner

photos by D. Colburn

s to Buyck to support fire department

Conservancy brings events to Crane Lake

CRANE LAKE- The
Voyageurs  Conservancy,
the philanthropic support
organization for Voyageurs
National Park, is bringing
events to three Crane Lake
venues on Tuesday, Aug.
22, including an opportu-
nity for night sky viewing
through the Conservancy’s
new high-powered tele-
scope.

Learn about the lives
of dragonflies in a 2 p.m.
workshop at Handberg’s

Marina titled “Women of
the Water: Voyageurs Wom-
en in Science.” Field Fellow
Genevieve Schave will lead
the two-hour and 30 minute
workshop co-sponsored by
Women of the Water.

From 5-7 p.m., join a
social at Nelson’s Resort
for an update from Voya-
geurs Conservancy’s Ex-
ecutive Director Christina
Hausman Rhode. Learn
about how the Conservancy

ment of exhibits for the new
Crane Lake Visitor Center.

Voyagaire Lodge will
host the Dark Sky Program
on their lawn beginning at
10 p.m. The program will
include a guided constella-
tion tour and telescope ses-
sion, as well as a wealth of
information about the cul-
tural and scientific signifi-
cance of the stars. Featured
will be a new 18” Obses-
sion telescope.

ALL-STARS

Jordan Herdman anfd Reece
| Whitney of the Cook Youth
Baseball Majors team were
selected to play in the Larry
Nanti League All-Star game
which was held on Thursday,
Aug. 3 underneath the lights at
the Ed Berdice Field in Aurora.
The league is named for former
Mt. Iron recreation director Larry
Nanti, a noted youth sports
advocater who died in 2007.
submitted photo

is supporting the develop-

The No Notes to be
featured performers

in Cook City Park

COOK- On Wednes-
day, Aug. 16, the Cook
Music in the Park concert
series welcomes back The
No Notes, a local band
from Britt, Virginia and
Mt. Iron that plays popu-
lar favorites from the 50°s,
60’s and 70’s, and some
country music as well
Ken Voight from Mt. Iron
is lead guitarist and vo-
calist. John Elofson from
Virginia plays the rhythm
guitar and vocals. Butch
Panula from Britt plays
the bass guitar, electric
drums and vocals.

The concert begins
at 6 p.m. at the gazebo in
Cook City Park on Riv-
er Food will be available
from St. Paul’s (Alongo)
Lutheran Church. In the
event of rain, the concert
will move to the Cook
VFW.

Music In The Park is
made possible by North-
woods Friends of the
Arts,, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, the Cook Lions
Club, Cook VFW Post
and Auxiliary 1757. And
free will community do-
nations.

Sports and activity
registration begins
for North Woods

FIELD TWP- As the
start of another school
term approaches, online
registration for sports and
student activities is un-
derway for North Woods
School students.

Assistant  Principal
and Athletic Director
Crystal Poppler reminds
students planning to be
involved in sports that a
current physical exam-
ination must be on file be-
fore a student is allowed
to practice or participate.
Seventh grade physicals
are valid through the ninth
grade. All incoming tenth
graders need to have a
new physical prior to the
start of fall sports.

Sports  participation
fees are adjusted accord-
ing to family income as
determined by the free
and reduced lunch pro-
gram. Full fees for high
school varsity and junior
varsity athletes are $120,
while students qualify-
ing for reduced lunch
will be charged $60 and
for free lunch $30. Fees
for junior high athletes
in grades seven and eight
are $60 for full, $30 for
reduced, and $15 for free.
The maximum fees paid
by a family with multiple
participants is capped at
$500. Fees must be re-
ceived one week prior to
the first game/competi-
tion, and will be received
electronically through the
school’s Infinite Campus
Parent Portal.

All exchange or trans-
fer students must request
clearance by the North
Woods Activities Office
and the Minnesota State
High School League prior
to any participation.

The portal for online
registration is available at
https://stlcs-ar.rschoolto-
day.com/home. A link to

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

the site is available on the
North Woods School web-
site at https://www.north-
woodsschool.net  under
the  Athletics/Activities
tab. A complete descrip-
tion of the registration
process and requirements
can be found by clicking
on “Mrs. Poppler’s Let-
ter” in the North Woods
School News section.

The first day of prac-
tice for fall sports is Mon-
day, Aug. 14.

Back-to-school
dinner is Aug. 20

for Vermilion kids

VERMILION RES-
ERVATION- A Back-to-
School “Pump Up” dinner
event is planned for Sun-
day, Aug. 20 for Ameri-
can Indian students of the
Vermilion sector of the
Bois Forte Band Reserva-
tion who will be attend-
ing Vermilion Head Start,
Tower-Soudan Elementa-
ry School, North Woods
School, and Northeast
Range School.

The dinner in the
Woodlands Ballroom at
Fortune Bay Resort Casi-
no will be from 4-6 p.m.,
and children must be ac-
companied by an adult.

The Vermilion Local
Indian Education Com-
mittee (LIEC) encourages
parents and all ages to join
them for dinner and help
get the children pumped
up for school.

Art gallery lists

upcoming events
COOK-These class-

es/events are scheduled
soon at the Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery at 210 S River St. in
Cook.  Pre-Registration
is required for classes by
calling 218-666-2153.

» Photography
by Keith Miesel Aug.
2-26. “Borderlands," An
Exploration Along the
U.S./Canada Border Re-
gion, from Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula to Mon-
tana.

»Open Art Mondays
with Jody Feist. Artists
are welcome to drop into
the Wolfe Den classroom
from 6-8 p.m. each Mon-
day.

» Annual concert,
Friday, Aug. 11 featur-
ing “The Blue Water Big
Band” (from Duluth) and
Cook’s own ‘“Beefeaters
Brothers." A concert with
dance space, food, bever-
ages, snacks, silent auc-
tions and raffles. Contact
nwfamn.org@ gmail.com
for tickets or at the door of
Cook Community Center
on Gopher Dr.. beginning
at5 p.m.

»Gelli Plate Print
And Paper With Brenna
Kohlhase — two sessions
Friday, Aug. 11 and Sat-
urday, Aug. 12 from 10
am.-4 p.m. Materials
fee extra. Session 1: cre-
ate a gelli plate print on
paper. Session 2: create
a collage on cradled art
board. Must attend first
day, second day optional.

»Paint A Feather Wa-
tercolor with Lyn Reed
on Saturday, Aug. 26 from
10 am.-3 p.m. at NWFA
Gallery. Materials provid-

ed. Registration required
at 218-666-2153.

»Create A Beaded
Necklace & Earrings with
Cecilia Rolando — Friday,
Sept. 8 from 1-4 p.m. at
NWFA Gallery. Materials
fee. Must register. Call
218-666-2153.

»Painting with Flow-
ers with Cecelia Rolando
—Friday, Sept. 15 from
1-4 p.m.. Registration re-
quired.

Puppets showcased

Monday at library

COOK- Cook Public
Library will host a pup-
pet showcase on Monday,
Aug. 14 at 10 am.

COMPAS Teaching
Artist Christopher Lut-
ter-Gardella will set-up
a traditional hand-pup-
pet stage, provide puppet
guidance, musical accom-
paniment and plain-ol’
puppet comradery (with a
hand-puppet of his own)
to facilitate a spontaneous,
highly improvised show-
case of the unique puppet
creations of the partici-
pants.

Lutter-Gardella  will
welcome any willing pup-
pets onstage and will help
them pluck up their pup-
petry confidence to per-
form for the audience.

Program length is 60
minutes and is geared to-
wards kids ages 8-13.

If you received a
Found Object Puppet
Legacy Take and Create
Art Kit from the library
in July, feel free to bring
any unused materials from
your kits for a puppet-part
swap.

This program, spon-
sored by Arrowhead Li-
brary System and devel-
oped by COMPAS, is
funded in part or in whole
with money from Minne-
sota’s Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund (ACFH).

Read It
HERE

ORR CENTER

Orr Recreation & Resource Center, Inc.

- Open 10-5 .
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

Everything Storewide is ﬂ
Plus, check out our Clearance

Hallway with everything 5 for $1
Cash Only Please!
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TIME...Continued from page 1

whichran in three segments
on June 12, June 28, and
July 19. Smith is a former
Star Tribune writer who
authored a 30-year look-
back at the Time reportback
in2003. Anyone wanting to
read the full series can find
it at minnpost.com.

Reappraising
“Minnesota: A State That
Works”

Smith writes:

“Few moments in
Minnesota’s history have
more favorably defined
our state in the eyes of the
nation and the world than
50 years ago this summer,
with the publication in
early August of a Time
magazine cover story that
proclaimed “The Good Life
in Minnesota.”’

“The cover photo
featured a grinning,
plaid-shirted Gov. Wendell
Anderson, a DF Ler then at
the peak of popularity and
riding a wave of liberal
policy achievements and
reforms.Hewas holding up
a freshly caught northern
pike,withone ofour 11,842
lakes in the background.

“The headline onpage
24 of the lengthy story
inside praised Minnesota
as “A State that Works.”
The article described
a veritable Camelot in
Middle America’s flyover
land, distinguished by an
evenly shared prosperity,
a sophisticated arts-and-
culture scene, civic health,
bipartisan cooperation
between liberal Democrats
and moderate Republicans,
racialtolerance and accep-
tance, generous capitalists
andupbeat creative people.
The focus was on politics
and public policy, but also
on a relaxed lifestyle and
Minnesotans’ reverence for
the arts and their natural
environment, especially
their lakes, where even
working-class folks had
cabins.

“The Time piece
helped foster the concept
of “quality of life” as a
measure for the well-being
in a place, as opposed to
just GDP and population
growth or low tax rates.
And for decades to come,
in Minnesota news media
and general public policy
discourse, that 1973 snap-
shot became the default
narrative, an iconic refer-
ence point, and a baseline
standard against which
new trends and develop-
ments were measured.”

In the half century
since Time published its
ode to the North Star state,
the shine has definitely
dimmed,even as Minnesota
continues to rank as high
or higher in many societal
rankings as it did back in
1973.

Smith notes:
“Particularly grievous
damage was done to the
reputation in 2020, when
we againbecame the center
of national and interna-

HOUSING...Continued from page 1

to 120 percent of the area’s
median income.

The HRA approved
the issuing of a Request
for Quotes to get a housing
project going because of
tight deadlines to obtain
new state funding allocated
for rural housing. The state
set aside a one-time pot
of $39 million to support
housing projects in rural
Minnesota communities
during the 2023 legislative

Rankings Since “The Good Life” in 1973

Population
Highest life expectancy
Voter participation

Diversity (% non-white)

Measure Then Now

Lowest poverty rates 14th (11%) 5th (9%)

Lowest violent crime rate 14th (152 per 100,000 people) 13th (278 per 100,000
people)

Highest median household income 18th (34k) 12th (55k)

19th (3.8 million people)
2nd (73.0 years)
3rd (69% in 1972)

45th (2%)

22nd (5.7 million people)
3rd (79.1 years)
1st (80% in 2020)

38th (24%)

tional attention. Our new
defining image was that
of a white Minneapolis
police officer slowly mur-
dering a Black man by
kneeling on his neck for
almost 10 minutes. A week
of unprecedented chaos, a
ransacked police station
and scores of buildings on
fire in Minneapolis and
St. Paul, became our new
cover story.

“The national media
all at once seemed to be
discovering what many
racial justice advocates in
Minnesota had been fran-
tically signaling for years:
that racist policing and
some of the larger racial
disparities in the nation,
especially on economic
security and educational
attainment, were coming
home toroost. Minnesotans
of color, whose presence
has increased twelve-fold
as a percentage of our
population (two percent
in 1970, 24 percent in
2020) argue convincingly
that racial disparities,
especially for Blacks and
Native Americans, belie the
reputation for “the good
life,” and have all along.”

Smith also examines
the ongoing and increas-
ingly harsh political debate
that has ensued in recent
years over what some see as
the decline in Minnesota’s
quality of life, an argu-
ment that generally belies
the state’s continued high
ratings on societal mea-
sures.

Reappraising ‘The
state that works’: racial
disparities belie ‘the good
life’

Fifty years ago,
Minnesota was a different
place, and that was reflect-
ed in the notable lack of
diversity reflected in the
Time article.

Smith writes: “No
people of color were visible
in the many photographs
of smiling and prosperous
Minnesotans in Time mag-
azine’s 1973 cover story
celebrating “The State That
Works.”

“Every single one of
the 10 overachieving cit-
izens in a photo collage
inside was a white male
(that’s right, no women
either). This august assem-
blage featured seven gen-
erous corporate leaders,
including five brothers of

the Dayton family dynasty,
also the University of
Minnesota president,
Minnesota Orchestra con-
ductor and Guthrie Theater
artistic director.

“Time’s love poem to
our “good life” probably
rang true or held promise
formostwhite Minnesotans
50 years ago. It surely
sounded hollow for many
of about 80,000 Blacks and
other folks of color in 1973
(andwho number about 1 4
million now).”

Minnesota is far
more diverse today, and
that demographic change
has prompted backlash
from those who prefer the
Minnesota that existed a
half century ago.

As the state’s diversity
increased, Smith writes:

“Conservatives com-
plained, often with racially
coded accusations. They
blamed generous welfare
benefits for attracting
“thugs” and “welfare
queens” from Chicago
and Gary. Or frightened
us with the specter of
“illegal aliens” invad-
ing our space and taking
our jobs. Or raised the
specter of Islamic immi-
grants imposing “Sharia
Law” on Christians. Most
recently, an “anti-woke”
crusade warns that diver-
sity training or learning
aboutinjustice in schoolsis
anti-Americananddivisive,
building a sense of “victim-
hood” and “entitlement”
for people of color, along
with white guilt.

“Our more hospita-
ble voices responded all
along that the shift was a
positive change, driven by
goodpeople simply seeking
better lives in a more
livable place. Mainstream
Christian organizations,
such as Lutheran Social
Services and Catholic
Charities, and nonprofits
such as the American
Refugee Committee played
acrucialrole inwelcoming
and settling immigrants.

“Perhaps mostimport-
ant, the private sector
beckonedtoo.Agribusiness
and service sectors took
full advantage of cheaper
unskilled labor, employing
new Minnesotans by the
hundreds of thousands.
The Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce issued several
reports in recent years

documenting the need for
and value of immigrants,
even though many of its
business owner members
continued to donate mostly
to conservative candidates
who minimized the impor-
tance of racial inequality
and promised lower taxes
and less regulation.
“Elevating racial
equity and explaining how
“We all do better, when we
all do better” might never
win over all Minnesotans.
Butemphasizing thatracial
equity is good for white
people too will be the key
to building more consensus
for racial equity policy.”

Conservatives have
regularly criticized the
state’s progressive politics
and have most frequently
cited a rising crime rate to
suggest that those policies
have failed Minnesota.
Conservatives predict-
ed big political gains in
Minnesota in 2020, in the
wake of the George Floyd
unrest, but discovered that
voters had other ideas,
re-electing DFL Gov. Tim
Walz and restoring the
DFL to full dominance of
the Legislature, including
electing the most diverse
legislative body in state
history. Rather than a con-
servative retrenchment,
Smith notes that the state
has seen the enactment this
year of the most progressive
political agenda since at
least the 1970s.

Reappraising ‘The
State that Works’: High
rankings hold up, mostly

Fifty years ago, when
Time put Minnesota on its
pedestal, they noted that the
state fared well on a variety
of societal benchmarks, at
leastcompared to the rest of
the 50 states. A half century
later, Minnesota still does
quite well comparied to
other states, suggesting
that the state’s progressive
tradition has allowed the
state to continue to provide
most of its residents with a
high quality of life.

Smith writes: “A
review of the key indicators
flagged by Time a half-cen-
tury ago suggests that
Minnesota generally has
maintained its advantage.
We remain one of the better
places inthe worldinwhich
to live, to work, to create
and recreate and even to

retire. The glaring excep-
tions are racial disparities
and declines around some
aspects of education and
governance.”

Health measures

Smith writes: “On
longevity, a crucial bot-
tom-linemeasure of health,
Minnesota holds steady.
We were second in 1970
and third in 2022, rising
from73.0t079.1.Allstates
improved over this period,
but other Midwestern states
dropped out of the top 10
and were replaced mostly
by coastal states.

“On more com-
prehensive multi-fac-
tor health rankings that
measure many criteria,
Minnesota still ranks con-
sistently high: third on the
Commonwealth Fund’s
ranking of State Health
System Performance;
seventh on the United
Health Foundation’s list
of Healthiest States; and
third on WalletHub’s list
for Best States for Health
Care.Not so great: We are
only 17th least obese, only
18th lowest in tobacco use,
andway too highinalcohol
consumption.”

Wealth measures
“Time in 1973
stated, without specifying
a ranking that poverty
rates were “among the
lowest in the nation.” And
while admiring a versatile
and balanced economy, it
reported that Minnesota
was only a middling 19th
in per capita income.
“Major progress
here. Minnesota’s poverty
ranking improved from
15th lowest in 1970 to
fourth lowest in 2021 and
median income climbed
from 17th to 12th.
“Perhaps more
important than annual
income, Minnesota ranks
even higher on personal
wealth, or an impressive
third in median net worth,
according to a report
earlier this year by CNBC.
“These rankings fly in
theface ofaconstantrefrain
from the right, increas-
ingly strident in recent
years, that Minnesota’s
progressive policies are
bad for business and our
economy. In fact, the state
continues to rank high in
Fortune 500 companies per
capita, patents per capita
and on many indicators of
business vitality. A recent
“Best States for Business”
ranking from CNBC placed
Minnesota ninth.”

On educational attain-
ment, Smith writes:

“Few correlations
to health and prosperity
are stronger than edu-
cational attainment, and
here again Minnesota
has stayed above average
on most metrics since
1973. However, trouble
spots in this realm are
among our most worri-

some.
“Citing Minnesota’s
emergence as one of the
nation’s leading “brain-in-
dustry centers” Time in
1973 reported that “the
citizens are well educated;
the high school dropout
rate, 7.6 percent, is the
nation’s lowest.”’
“Although
Minnesota’s annual
dropout rate had improved
to just4.1 percent by 2018,
other states caught up on
education investment and
improved faster, while our
increasing racial dispari-
ties took a toll on overall
attainment and test scores.
“The most recent
rankings on educational
attainment, compiled by
Wikipedia,place Minnesota
fifth in high school gradu-
ates (94 percent), 11th in
four-year diplomas (39
percent), and 20th in post-
grad degrees (13 percent).
“However, Minnesota
no longer can claim to
be among the top 10 in
the basic conditions of
its public educational
systems.Several multi-fac-
tor rankings of educational
quality place usinthe teens
or 20s. U.S. News ranked
Minnesota 17th for “Best
States for Education.”
“Looking beyond just
test scores and schools,
Minnesota generally ranks
very high on more com-
prehensive assessments
of well-being for children
and young people. The
multi-factor 2020 Kids
Count profile by the Annie
E.Casey Foundationranks
Minnesota 3rd overall for
thewell-being of children.”

Smith concludes:

“Optimism is in order
but smugness with these
rankings is not a good
look. Time in 1973 per-
ceptively found fault with
a Minnesota tendency
toward “middle-class com-
placency” and “a kind of
porcine self-satisfaction,”
captured a century ago by
Sinclair Lewis in “Main
Street” and his other novels
based in his home state.

“Moreover,our dismal
rankings on racial dispar-
ities and a loss of stature
on educational systems
and good-government per-
formance are every bit as
important as our superla-
tives.Buttaking some pride
in doing well because we
have done the right things
ought to be OK. And when
a state does as well as
Minnesota on so many
rankings, year-after-year
over manydecades, it might
just mean we have been
doing at least some things
right. Doubling down on
our strong suit, a com-
passionate and pragmatic
egalitarianism, might be
the best course forward.”

session.

“The state usually
funds around $4 million
every year for rural
housing,” Ely clerk-treasur-
er Harold Langowski told
the HRA, “so this is one-
time funding.” Langowski
predicted the funds would
get divvied up quickly.
He said the city has been
in frequent communica-
tion with the Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency

and based on those discus-
sions, he advised the HRA
seek a developer to work
with, as recommended by
the MHFA. Because the
application deadlines for
funding are in December,
he urged that the HRA get
an RFQ out immediately.
“We’re going to have
to find a developer to work
with us,” Langowski said,
noting that if no developer
responded to the RFQ or

if none of the proposals
received meets Ely’s needs,
then Ely would make the
case to MHFA that it could
actas its own developer for
the project, as it has done
in the past for its previous
HRA projects.

Ely has approximately
25 acres immediately east
and south of the hospital
campus area on the west
side of the city. The HRA
hasbeen looking into devel-
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oping the property with 22
townhouse units for several
years now. It will consider
alternative proposals to the

townhouse plan so long as
those meet the feasibility
conditions outlined in the
new housing study.

Ely

is
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IRONIC TWISTS

EPA now wants Lamppa furnaces to help fix testing woes

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The
Environmental Protection
Agency, which shut down sales
of Lamppa Manufacturing’s
clean-burning wood furnaces
nearly a year ago, now wants to
buy one and possibly two of the
company’s Kuuma Vapor Fire
100 wood burners to help the
federal agency repair its failed
emissions testing program.

The company re-certified
the Kuuma wood furnaces earlier
this year after a lengthy testing
process confirmed what earliest
tests had already confirmed—
that the furnaces are the cleanest
wood-burning devices manu-
factured in the U.S., bar none.
Lamppa’s Kuuma wood furnace
was the first wood-burning device
to meet the strict federal standard

and it passed again when it came
up for recertification last year.

The EPA has been under
fire for more than two years
over its testing program, which
had allowed some wood furnace
manufacturers to achieve certi-
fication in testing even though
their real-world results were
far from meeting the emissions
standards set by the agency.
The EPA’s inspector general
has railed against the agency’s
own testing program, calling it
“dysfunctional.”

Inaddition, ten states, includ-
ing Minnesota, are suing the
agency over its failure to prop-
erly test some wood furnaces it
certified as clean burning several
years ago.

Several northern states,in an
effort to reduce emissions from
wood-burning devices, have
spent their own taxpayer dollars

to encourage homeowners to buy
and install the certified devices,
but that investment appears to
have yielded little if any improve-
ment in air quality.

The problem, in large part, is
that the users of such wood-burn-
ing devices aren’t necessarily
operating them according to the
precise methods used in testing.

“What we need is a reliable
forced air furnace that we can
use as a baseline,” wrote Steffan
Johnson, measurement technol-
ogy group leader with the EPA,
in a July 26 email to Lamppa
Manufacturing. “[We need]
something that we can run a few
trials on and help us put together
a test method that is both work-
able (allows the unit to operate as
designed) and is repeatable (pro-
vides for a consistent emissions
assessment of the appliance),”
Johnson added in his email.

LamppaManufacturing plant
manager Dale Horihan said
Johnson told him that efforts
to use certified furnaces from
other manufacturers had run into
problems because theiremissions
varied considerably and often
didn’t meet the standards in real
life conditions.

The Kuuma Vapor Fire
model is unique in that it was
designed with the end user in
mind, said Horihan. Computer
controls combined with its
overall design help to achieve
consistent emissions and heat
output regardless of the type or
moisture content of the wood,
or the amount loaded into the
furnace at any one time.

“They feel ours is the most
stable furnace out there and
the least impacted by operator
inputs,” said Horihan.

The EPA isn’t planning to

buy the wood furnaces them-
selves. According to Johnson, the
agency has tapped out its budget
for the year, so they are working
with a multi-state consortium of
regulators, known as Northeast
States for Coordinated Air Use
Management, or NESCAUM,
which plans to purchase one
furnace initially, and a second
one later once they’ve determined
the furnace operates as expected.

The EPA is relying on
NESCAUM to conduct the test
method development for the EPA.

Horihan said Lamppa
Manufacturing is happy to work
with the state regulator group
to improve the testing methods
for wood furnaces. Lamppa
Manufacturing’s Daryl Lamppa
has been harshly critical of the
EPA’s test methods, even as his
company’s own devices passed
with flying colors.

KLOBUCHAR....Continued from page 1

as limited access to capital
for growth. It was also a
chance to see the progress
the company has made
since it passed emissions
testing for a second time
now, and is once again
certified to sell its Kuuma
Vapor Fire wood furnaces.
It’sadevelopment that was
particularly satisfying for
Sen. Klobuchar.

For Lamppa
Manufacturing, having a
U.S.Senator in their corner
made all the difference in
their months-long battle
with the EPA over the
renewal of their emissions
certification. “She was
really the point person,”
said Garrett Lamppa, who
has taken over operations
of the company from his
father Daryl. Garrett led
the senator through the
plant, telling the story of the
transition of the company
from a tiny homegrown
operation to a modern
manufacturer that is now
shipping product around
the world.

Lamppa said that
Klobuchar was remarkably
responsive to the concerns
the company raised, both
about the validity of the
EPA’s test methods as
well as the agency’s lack
of concern for the financial
burden they were placing
onthe small company.““She
called me personally on the
weekends more thanonce,”
recalls Lamppa.

While the EPA had
certified Lamppa’s Kuuma
Vapor Fire 100 wood
furnacein2017,the agency
suspended the certifica-
tion when its five-year
term ended in September
2022. When the company
applied for renewal last
summer, agency officials
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forced them to go through
the lengthy and expensive
testing process once again,
even as the qualified test
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labs had little training or
understanding of the EPA’s
test criteria. Rather than
allow the company to sell

Left: Sen. Amy
Klobuchar smiles as
Garrett Lamppa points
out the lettering on
one of the company’s
original sauna stoves,
which sits in the lobby
at the company’s new
manufacturing plant.

photo by M. Helmberger

its furnaces based on the
expired certification, as
is often allowed of bigger
corporations, the federal
agency shut down Lamppa
Manufacturing’s sales of its
wood furnace just as orders
forthe 2022 heating season
were starting to come in.
The decision was nearly
fatal to the company.
Garrett Lamppa had

reached out to local legisla-
tors in the wake of the EPA
decision, but they all told
him the same thing: “We
need to get Amy involved.”
He said Ida Rukavina, a
former Klobuchar staffer
who now serves as IRRR
Commissioner,had puthim
in touch with the senator,
and Klobuchar took it from
there, taking on much of
the work personally, rather
thanleavingitto staff.“She
met personally with the
higher ups at EPA on this,”
recalls Lamppa.

After all the problems
with the EPA’s testing
program, Klobuchar
laughed when Garrett noted
that the federal agency
recently reached out to the
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company to buy two of
its wood furnaces to help
set the standards for their
revised testing program.
Klobuchar said that’s good
for Lamppa. “The big
companies do that all the
time,” she said. “They get
the standards set based on
their product and everyone
else is in trouble.”
While Lamppa
Manufacturing has faced
some headwinds of its
own, the company’s path
forward looks promising
and Klobuchar was eager
to hear about it. She’s not
the first high-ranking pol-
itician to visit the plant in
recent months. Gov. Tim
Walz had his own tour of
the facility back in April.
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County levies
nearly 700K for
fire protection

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Forty
of the county’s 75 unor-
ganized townships, or

PICKLE...Continued from page 1

develop into a fast-paced,
competitive game. Paddles
are made from lightweight,
composite materials and the
plastic balls have holes (like
a wiffleball). Pickleball
has exploded in popularity
in this area, and while it
has generally been played
on already existing tennis
courts (which can accom-
modate two pickleball
courts, one on each side of
the tennis net), new courts
have gone up in Ely and
most recently in Kugler
Township (at the town hall
on the existing basketball
court).Elyhasalong-stand-
ing pickleball program,
run through community
education.

The township had pre-
viously posted times on
their website and on a
sign posted at the tennis
court, stating the court
was reserved for tennis on
Mondays from 10 a.m. —
noon, and for pickleball
on Monday from 8 — 10
a.m.,and Tuesdays through
Fridays from 8 a.m.— noon.
For other times, the court
was open for whoever got
there first.

“Everybody wants to
play in the mornings,” said
Supervisor Sue Drobac.

“Tennisisnotnearly as
popular as pickleball,” said
Supervisor Barb Lofquist.
“I don’t see many people
playing tennis.”

Gere Thompson, a

Call 218-993-2295
for RESERVATIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Breakfast: 6:30-11, Lunch 12-2, Dinner 5-9

* Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room.
* Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and
vegetables fresh from our own garden.
* Breads and desserts are baked daily.

portions of them, depend
on nearby city or town-
ship fire departments for
fire protection and/or first
responders. Responsibility
for ensuring that coverage
rests with St. Louis County,
which assesses a levy on
property owners in those
areas that is passed on to a

fire department contracted
to serve that area.

County commissioners
determined the amounts
each contracting depart-
ment will get for 2024 on
Tuesday,withatotal levied
dollar amountof $698,231.

Contracted North
Country departments,

assigned townships,
and levy dollar amounts
include:

City of Babbitt: 61-12
and 61-13, $77.,985.

City of Cook: 62-17
and 63-17, $20,000.

City of Cook: 60-19
and 60-20, $45,427.

Embarrass Region

Volunteer Fire Department:
61-14,$6,645.

Greenwood Township
Volunteer Fire Department:
63-15, $11,000.

Lake Kabetogama
Area Fire Department:
67-20,67-21,68-19,68-20,
68-21 and 69-19, $40,000.

Morse-Fall Lake Rural

Protection Association:
63-14,64-12,64-13,65-13
and 65-14 $32,643.

City of Orr: 63-19,and
various portions of 63-21,
64-21,$12,821.

Pike-Sandy-Britt
Volunteer Fire Dept: 59-16
and 60-18, $58,943.

pickleball player, said they
started surveying players at
the court, and have tallied
two groups of tennis players
and at least 10 groups of
pickleball players. There is
a regular group that plays
tennis Monday mornings.
On other mornings
during the week, as many
as two dozen pickleball
players will show uptoplay.
When playing doubles, the
court can accommodate
eight players at a time, four
on each court.
The board passed
a motion to post hours
for tennis on Mondays
from 9 am. — noon and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.
— noon. Pickleball hours
will be from 8 — 10 a.m. on
Tuesdays through Fridays.
The vote was 4-1 with
Drobac voting against.
Ifno oneis onthe court
during those times, the
courtisopentoeither sport,
as well as on the weekends.
The board also dis-
cussed whether or not
to look into options for
building additional courts
at the town hall grounds.
Supervisors noted that the
township’s comprehen-
sive plan had said there
should be no more recre-
ational development at the
town hall. At last month’s
meeting, the idea of pri-
vately raising funds fornew
courts was discussed.
“Physical activity is a
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good thing,” said Lofquist.
“It would be neat to have a
Greenwood league.”

The township grounds
have been getting more
popular in recent years,
with the addition of a pavil-
ion,playground, and bocce
ball courts.

Chair John Bassing
noted that additional courts
would be more costly for
the township to maintain.

Township resident
Lee Peterson reminded
the board that the initial
plan was to build two
tennis courts, with help
from private fundraising.
When the private funds did
not materialize, the board
decided to pay the cost of
building the single court,
which cost around $55,000.

“The last thing we
need to do is create more
ill feelings,” said Peterson.
“People need to coexist
and not be aggressive out
there.”

No action was taken
on the idea of constructing
additional courts.

Other business

In other business, the
board:

» Passed a motion
to have Treasurer Jeff
Maus close out the Isle
of Pines Bridge Fund and
mail the balance of a little
over $39,000 to the Isle
of Pines Property Owners
Association. The fund con-

sists of money assessed to
property owners when the
new bridge was constructed
to pay for costs not covered
by the grant received to
rebuild the bridge. It was
held in a fund by the town-
ship to pay any future repair
costs. The money will now
be used for maintenance
costs for the private road
on the Isle of Pines.

» Heard that the broad-
band project is moving
ahead on schedule, with
work on the Vermilion
Reservation underway.

» Have not yet heard
back from St.Louis County
if they are willing to plow
Twp.Rd.4136,Birch Point
Extension.

> Willlook into apply-
ing for a LRIP grant which
would pay most of the costs
of paving Twp. Rd. 4136,
as well as bringing the road
up to county standard. The
township put in an applica-
tion to the program in 2021
but was not successful at
that time.

» Is still looking for
a part-time cleaner for the
town hall. If none is found,
will look into the cost of
hiring a cleaning service.

» Awarded the quote
for tree trimming work to
Fenske Tree Service for a
cost of $2,147. There was
one other bid received, but
the Fenske bid was signifi-
cantly lower.

»HeardthatSupervisor

Rick Stoehris working with
St.Louis County toresolve
some fire number issues,
as well as how to formally
name a small island in
Smarts Bay.

» Heard the fire depart-
menthad abusy month with
11 fire calls and 15 EMS
calls. Repairs were done
in-house ontender 3,saving
the department about $800

BACK TO SCHOOL BARGAINS!

2021 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
TOURING L

from what it would have
cost to replace the equip-
ment,as well ashaving new
batteries installed. Tender2
also had some repair work
done and has been outfitted
touse as abrush truck touse
for wildland fires. Repairs
are also being done on the
bilge-pumping system of
the smaller fire boat housed
at Birch Point Marine.

2019 CHEVROLET
BLAZER PREMIER AWD

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

WASCHKE FAMILY Hrs: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-Zpm
sl CHEVROLET*COOK  218-666-5901 - 1-800-238-4545

126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

[ Crunchy Shapes

EBCH will be tabling at the
Farmer's Market on August
15th from 5-7. Come stop by
for youth nutrition education
and coloring booklets! The
first 30 people that come will

receive a free meal kit!
> l’r’h

Ely-Bloomenson

Community Hospital

Come See EBCH
August 15th at the
Farmer's Market

Yourw Neghborhood Windpuw Cloners®

- A Locally-Owned National Franchise -

We offer residential, commercial

& high-rise window cleaning,
pressure washing & soft washing

Phone: 218-780-8847

SqueegeeSquad.com
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MESABI TRAIL

The Great River Energy Tour hit
the Mesabi Trail between Ely and
Soudan on Saturday, with about
400 riders completing rides of up
to 50 miles.

Clockwise from above: One
happy rider celebrates at the
beginning of her ride to Eagles
Nest and back.

Riders cross the road outside of
Ely.

Toni Dauwalter rides through a
scenic section near Soudan.
Dave Lick enjoys a well-deserved
cookie at the halfway point of the
50-mile ride in Soudan.

photos by C. Clark and S. Ukkola

STORAGE
SOLUTIONS
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Jazz, Opera, Comedy, Folk;
A little bit of everything.

18 and under FREE

Prices Good Through August.31, 2023
SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely » 218-365-3129

Northern Labes Arts A_f.socmﬁon
Presents

K
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SCHOOL e
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N@W ENROLLING ALL GRADES 7-12
Openings in grades 7 and 8

Limited openings in upper grades

Small Class Sizes * Individual Attention * Strong Academic Programs

Questions? Want a tour? Call or text 218-248-2485
or email info@vermilioncountry.org

OPEN HOUSE FOR STUDENTS & FAMILIES
Thursday, August 31, 2023 from 4 - 7 p.m.
Come tour our newly-remodeled school building!
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orthCountry

Serving northern
St. Lows County
since 1989

INSPIRATION

Local
teacher
debuts
creativity
series on

Instagram

by DavID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- Folks whoknow
North Woods School art
teacher Rachel Betterley
know well that her passion for
creativity runs deep. It shows
through her own painting
and pottery, pageantry and
parenting, and through her
nurturing creativity in others
through her teaching and
philanthropy. For her,creativ-
ity is aconduit for fulfillment,
growth and healing and it’s
central to who Betterley is
and what she does.

And now she’s bringing
that passion to a new venue
and endeavor, an Instagram
Live video series called
Creative Conversations,
where she highlights the
stories and insights of other
creatives with the hope
that viewers will take away
something encouraging and
inspiring.

“Learning the art of
expression can start with
listening to a story, life hack,
or tip, you know, inspira-
tion from some cool people
with some pretty rockstar
journeys,” Betterley said.
“In order to get people to be
inspired to create, they need
to see all the different ways
people do that. And one of the
ways I could showcase that
is through Instagram Live.”

“People featured will
come from many different
walks of life and ages,”
Betterley continued. “Artists,
educators, musicians, social
media gurus, pageant title-
holders, public figures,
philanthropists, parents, and
more. Their commonality?
Confidence in what makes
them unique toempower their
goals. You might be surprised
at HOW these people utilize
their craft and the many
ways they go about doing
it to better their personal
wellness, traumarecovery,or
the lives of others. And, you
might hear some of my own
personal #artheals stories
along the way.”

While the series is still
in its infancy, Betterley has
already featured a diverse
array of creative people and
content areas to inspire her
audience.

Her first guest, Ryan
Daniel, is the owner of Twin-
Cities-based Zandolee Media
Group, a video and image
production company that
develops corporate media and
also creates wedding videos
and photography. The two
crossed paths about a decade
agowhen Daniel was working
with the Miss Minnesota
pageant.

“I’ve actually known
Ryan for quite a while, and
Ryan has his own podcast as
well,” Betterley said. “I’ve
done a lot of work with him
with Zandolee Media, that’s
kind of the start of how I
grew interested and being
in front of a camera. He’s
really built that confidence
in me to want to host and
take that leadership role in

See SERIES..pg 2B
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LEARNING

OOHING AT OXFORD

Seminar provided local librarians a new
appreciation for the tradition of the library

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

EGIONAL- The
RUniversity of Oxford in

England, an affiliation
of 39 autonomous colleges and
fivereligious-oriented learning
halls, is renowned worldwide
as amecca of higher education
and cultural history, with build-
ings and manuscripts dating
back to the 13th century.

And the city of Oxford,
known as “The City of
Dreaming Spires” in reference
to the stunning architecture
of the university’s buildings,
recently became the place
where the dreams of two local
librarians to study at the hal-
lowed university finally came
true.

During the first week
of July, Mollie Stanford, a
regional librarian with the
Arrowhead Library System
wholivesin Tower,and Crystal
Whitney, library director of the
Cook Public Library, traveled
to England to participate in a
seminar called “The Library
and the Academy” hosted at
Worcester College, founded
in 1714 after serving for more
than 400 years as the home of
Gloucester College.

The dream for the two took
rootin2019 when Stanford saw
aflyer advertising the seminar.

“I thought, ‘Oh, my gosh,
this looks really, really excit-
ing,”” Stanford said. “It was
an exciting opportunity to not
only see library spaces, but to
meetother librarians across the
country and other librarians
worldwide. So, I approached
Crystal and suggested we
should just try it out.”

They applied and were
accepted for the 2020 seminar,
but it was canceled due to the
COVID pandemic.

See LIBRARIES...pg 2B

Above: Mollie Stanford, left, and Crystal Whitney
stand in the Bodleian Library Divinity School, built
between 1427 and 1483 and is the oldest surviving
purpose-built building for Oxford University use.

Below: The pair stand in The Queen’s College Library,
built between 1692 and 1695 and housing a collection
founded in 1341.

Bottom: The top floor of the Cuypers Library in the
Rijksmuseum, the national museum of the Netherlands.
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MEDIA
Broadcast tower
repairs have
slowed the
return of WELY

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY-End of the Road Radio should be
back onthe air soon,buthow soon remains
an open question. That’s according to
Craig Loughery, host of the former and
future Trader Craig show on WELY radio.

According to Loughery, the station’s
new owners, Zoe Communications, of
Shell Lake, Wis., is still waiting on nec-
essary repairs to the station’s tower before
bringing the station back to the air.

“It’s very difficult to get tower work
done,” Loughery told the Timberjay.*Very
few are qualified to do tower work,” noting
that not a lot of people are willing to do
equipment repair work three hundred feet
in the air. “There are a lot of repairs that
are needed,” Loughery added.

According to Loughery, Zoe
Communications does have atower repair
firm “from the other side of Wisconsin”

See WELY ..pg 2B

TRAGEDIES

Six-year-old injured
in mower accident

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- A six-year-old Cook girl,
whose identity has not been released,
suffered serious injuries last Friday when
she was run over by a brush mower.

The child was a passenger on an ATV
pulling an attached mower being used to
mow trails in the 2200 block of N Burtness
Road early Friday afternoon. According
to a St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office
release, the child was seated behind the
adult ATV operator when she fell off and
was run over by the brush mower.

Cook Ambulance, Cook Fire
Department, Cook first responders and
Virginia Ambulance responded to the
scene. The child was taken to Cook
Hospital and then transported by North
Memorial Air Care to Minneapolis
Children’s Hospital. Information about
the nature and extent of her injuries was
not available.

Cook man dies
in car crash

COOK- A 62-year-old Cook man
died Sunday in a car accident on Hwy. 1
west of Cook, according to a report by
the Minnesota State Patrol.

Wade Louis Anthony was driving
a 1969 Chevrolet Corvette westbound
on Hwy. 1 near the intersection with
Samuelson Rd. at about 8 p.m. when he
apparently lost control and went into a
ditch, striking a tree.

St. Louis County Sheriff’s deputies,
Cook Ambulance and Cook Fire respond-
edtothe accident,but Anthony apparently
died at the scene, as no transport to a
medical facility was reported.

MSP reported that Anthony was
wearing a seatbelt and that alcohol was
involved in the accident.
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front of the camera, and I feel
very comfortable. So, it felt only
fitting to start with him because
he’s a person who helped shape
me into the public figure I am
and into the media person I am.
He has tons of wisdom and I still
feed off that today.”

For her second episode,
Betterley drew on her pageantry
background, and the current Mrs.
Great Lakes Petite welcomed
two other Petite USA pageant
family members, national Mrs.
Petite Allison Wilkinson and Mrs.
Florida Petite Kasi Gonzales, to
the broadcast to talk about the
ways in which art is infused in
the pageantry world.

“Attheendofthedays,it’sabout
treating your pageant journey like
anartistdoes acanvas,” Betterley
said. “Pageantry is like a form of
performance art.”

In her Aug. 3 episode,
Betterley, a self-professed rock
and metal music fan, featured
Chaz Wagner, lead guitarist,
drummer, vocalist, and founder of
the Native rock band War Bonnet.
Wagner’s interview highlighted
how Betterley likes to approach
each episode.

“With Chaz in particular, I
had to do homework. I wanted

@ rachelbetterley
\ Original audio

@ rachelbetterley Rock ' Roll meets tradi
American sound, that's the unique coml|
Wagners brings to his band, War Bonne|
But more importantly, Chaz talks about
sending a message through music, colld
preserving culture, and living life to the

pasitive spirit.

Rockon ¥

#creativeconversations #rockmusic #an|
#artwithheart #music #indigenous #mul
Edited - 3d

@ girlnamedfish So cooll
3d Tlike Reply

——  View replies (1)

|OoQvY

|

\ |

A \ | Liked by catalinda04 and others
L% 4 DAYS AGO

@ Add a comment...

Rachel Betterley, top, interviews Chaz Wagner, founder of the
Native rock band War Bonnet, for her new Instagram Live

series “Creative Conversations.”

to make sure I knew exactly
what I was getting into as far as
conversations. I do a very broad
outline of themes or topics I'd
like to hit,” she said. “For Chaz.

his topics were education, inspir-
ing authenticity, and preserving
culture. Those topics feed into
subtopics for what you’re going to
do for the questions. Sometimes I

type outacouple of questions that
advance normally for each topic,
butthen those questions will stem
into sub-questions that are more
casual and on the fly, based on
what they’re talking about. It
really is 50/50 because if you just
followed a script verbatim, it’s
very boring, it’s very interview
like, it’s not a conversation. So,
you have to be creative. And
sometimes with creativity, you
have to just let it be what it wants
to be, let it manifest with how the
conversation wants to unfold.”

Betterley has been learning
the technical hoops of Instagram
Live, too. For example, she’s
discovered that it seems to work
best when both she and the person
she’s interviewing are using their
phones, rather than computers.
Production elements such as
lighting, clothing, hair styling,
positioning, and backgrounds all
work together to create a visually
compelling video.

“It’s got to have longevity
to it,” Betterley said. “It’s not
like you’re having 1,000 people
tune in live. You can post the live
video and people can watch it
later. Chaz’s interview is at 900
views, so people want to watch,
but they won’t necessarily want

to show that they’re watching
live because you can see who’s
doing that. Not everyone, but in
many cases they watch later. So,
I'take that into account. It’s being
filmed and it’s going to be posted.
It’s got to have longevity to it.”

Betterley said she’s not
certain how often she’ll do
Instagram Live interviews and
post reels.

“I won’t necessarily do it
every week,because that’salot of
work,” she said. “But I definitely
want to do it bi-weekly or once
a month.”

Betterley has plenty of ideas
of different artists to feature on
the show, from photographers to
cosplay artists, but she plans to
be thoughtful and deliberate in
the way she introduces the aspect
of the power of art for personal
healing to the broadcast.

“It’s getting the right person
on at the right time that feels like
therightfit,” she said. “It’s areally
deep conversation. I do think
bringing that on with the right
person will come in due time.”

App subscribers can
find Betterley’s Creative
Conversations on Instagram at
@rachelbetterley.

LIBRARIES..Continued from page 1B

“We had bought our
plane tickets and every-
thing, and then everything
shut down,” Whitney said.

But they kept their
enrollment spots and were
ready to take full advantage
of the opportunity when
it was offered again this
summer.

When they set foot on
campus, Whitney didn’t
even have to walk inside
to their accommodations at
Worcester College before
being overwhelmed.

“The second you walk
into Worcester College
there’s this quad, and I
can’t even describe what
the color of green was. I
didn’tevenknow itexisted.
And to put it in between
thesereally old,old ancient
buildings, that was my first
step into that whole world,
and I felt like it was out of
a book.”

Stanfordhad anequally
stunning experience.

“When arriving, you
see the medieval wall
surrounding Worcester
College, which is where
we stayed and it just sort
of takes your breath away,”
she said. “It’s anexperience
I’ve never had before.”

AtWorcester, Stanford
and Whitney became part of
an intimate group of nine
librarians who had signed
up for the seminar.

“It was a great group.
Everyone was from the
U.S.,” Stanford said. “The
majority of the group was
school librarians. There
were two people from
Knoxville, Tenn., there
was a school librarian
from Oakland, Calif. and
another one from the San
Francisco Bay area. It
was really interesting to
hear from other folks and
what their experiences are,
especially thinking about
book challenges and other
advocacy efforts going on
surrounding challenges.
It really made an impact,
especially in my job where
I work directly with school
libraries.”

The seminar was led
by Steven Archer, a librar-
ian at Trinity College
in Cambridge. Archer’s
background made this
seminar different from

WELY ..Continued from page 1B

lined up to do the repair
work. But the repair crew
must be available, plus the
weather must cooperate.
‘When those two conditions
are met, the said the repairs
will go forward and, once
completed, WELY will be
back on the air.

Looking forward
“Our plan is to get
on the air and then get a

The Merton College Library is the world’s oldest continuously functioning

library for university and academic students.

several others that were
going on simultaneously,
Whitney said.

“We were talking to
some of the other students,
and they’re like, ‘“Well, do
you have homework? Do
you have a reading list?’
And he said no. He’s a
librarian. We would get
together for two hours in
the morning and go through
whatever the topic was.
We talked about manu-
scripts, we talked about the
printing press, we talked
about books, architecture
and how libraries have
changed over time. And
then we’d have tea, and
then we would walk to a
library and be there for an
hour or so. It was a great
experience,because we got
that classroom part of it, but
our teacher was a librarian,
and so he understands what
we understand.”

Certainly, a highlight
of the experience was vis-
iting some of the universi-
ty’s 60-some libraries and
getting into centuries-old
books and manuscripts. A
unique feature at Oxford
is that each library for
each separate college is
self-contained and the
materials in them do not
circulate outside of their
own college.

“That was interesting
to us because we live in
a state where interlibrary
loan is so important to us,”
Whitney said.“Tolearn that

they don’t share was very
interesting, but I think it’s
based on their collections.
Some of this is very old. I
have a whole new appreci-
ation for old manuscripts.
You realize that someone
literally hand wrote all of
it, and it’s perfect.”

Stanford was
impressed by the extent to
which students were active-
ly engaged with library
materials, noting that such
work is essential given the
unique style of instruction
practiced at the university.

“The study courses are
a little bit different,” she
said. “They have tutorials
inwhich they work directly
with a mentor, specifically
focused on a topic, and
every six days they have
to complete an essay and
an oral review. It’s very
intensive, and the library
is heavily used because
the students are looking at
the texts to support their
paper and oral arguments
they’re making to their
tutor. There’s a2 ,000-word
essay due every week on
a different topic. It’s very
different from what we
have here.”

Whitney also com-
mented on the studious
atmosphere in the libraries.

“Every library that we
went to, there were people
working or studying or
reading, and I just I loved
that,” she said. “People
weren’t on their phones,

all photos submitted

and they weren’t playing
games, it was like true study
andresearchandIlovedit.”

Some of the college
libraires the pair visited
during the seminar includ-
ed:

» Merton College,
established in 1264, home
tothe world’s oldest contin-
uously functioning library
for academics and students.

» Lincoln College,
established in 1427.

» Bodleian Library
— one of Europe’s oldest
libraries and the sec-
ond-largestin Great Britain,
the Bodleian is the flagship
library of the university and
part of a larger group of
libraries bearing the same
name. Harry Potter fans
would recognize some of
the interior of the Bodleian
through movie scenes that
were shot there.

» Christ Church
College, established in
1546.

»TheQueen’sCollege,
established in 1341.

»The Oxford Union,
established in 1823.

» St. Edmund Hall,
established in 1278.

“The spaces alone,
some of them were from
the 12th and 13th century,”
Stanford said. “I’ve never
even seen buildings that
old before and then having
the collections inside being
accessible to students and
to researchers, it is just
overwhelming the amount

of history that is located in
Oxford.”

The seminar wasn’t
without entertaining
aspects as well. Participants
attended an outdoor per-
formance of Romeo and
Juliet at the Oxford Castle
and heard the Oxford
Philharmonic Orchestra
perform Shakespeare in
Music at the Sheldonian
Theater.

Whitney said she also
visited the Ashmolean
Museum, the Pitt-Rivers
Museum, the fabled
Blackwell’s Bookshop,
went punting on the River
Cherwell and climbed the
99 steps of Carfax Tower,
one of the tallest structures
in Oxford.

Stanford and Whitney
alsotook advantage of their
pre- and post-seminar time
abroad to do some explor-
ing. In England, activities
included a boat cruise on
the River Thames, and
visits to St. Paul’s Cathedral
and Windsor Castle.

“I’'m a big fan of the
Queen, and it was very
important for me to go
pay my respects,” Whitney
said. “I can’t tell you how
much I loved Windsor
Castle. I could live there as
well, even in a little house
outside.”

And then the pair
hopped a train, the
Eurostar, and whooshed
under the English Channel
to Amsterdam and the
Netherlands.

“We wanted to make
sure that once we were
over there that we gotto see
another country and another
culture,” Stanford said.“We
looked at flights and it was
great — Minneapolis has a
direct flight to Amsterdam.
Neither of us had been to
Amsterdam, so we got to
see old and new.”

The main branch of
the Amsterdam Public
Library was within walking
distance of their hotel, and
it was a stark contrast to
the ancient buildings of
Oxford.

“It’s super modern,
with clean lines and lots
of space for laptop use and
for discussions,” Stanford
said. “It was a really cool
thing and I'm glad we got

to do that.”

“No matter where we
had gone it would have been
a culture shock because
Oxford was perfect,”
Whitney said. “We found
we couldn’t get into a lot
of places because they were
already booked.”

But Whitney did
accomplish an Amsterdam
“mustdo” forher—avisitto
the Hague to see the famous
Johannes Vermeer painting
“Girl with aPearl Earring.”

“She was amazing,”
Whitney said. “The
museum is small and I was
there very early. Literally I
could have touched her, but
there are armed guards so I
didn’t. But I love that I got
amomentto justbe with the
painting.”

Overall, Stanford and
Whitney had the time of
their lives.

“The whole trip
exceeded every expecta-
tionIeverhad inmy head,”
Whitney said. “It’s just
amazing.”

“It was absolute-
ly overwhelming in a
very, very positive way,”
Stanford said. “I had no
idea what to expect. I just
feel like it was the trip of a
lifetime.”

And in a fashion,
the trip will continue.
Stanford and Whitney will
be doing a presentation
for the Arrowhead Library
System board, and they’re
looking at ways they can
share their experience
with other librarians in
the area. Stanford said she
took extensive notes about
the use of space during the
trip and will be considering
ways she can put that infor-
mation to use to improve
experiences for library
patrons here at home.

“I think there are some
similar themes that are
happening at Oxford that
definitely translate to our
academic and specialty
library institutions.”

And Stanford said
she’s made arrangements
with the seminar facili-
tator, Steven Allen, to do
some Zoom training for
Arrowhead library staff.

“It’s an awesome
opportunity for them to
hear from another amazing
librarian,” she said.

revenue stream going,” said
Loughery. “We will have
no revenue to start with.”

The station will play
a variety of program-
ming, including the return
of Loughery’s popular
Trader Craig morning
show, “probably from 6 to
9am.”

When the radio station
was sold, the former WELY

office space on Chapman
Street was not included
in the deal. Loughery
explained that with the
advances in technology,
“You can (now) run aradio
station from a laptop,”
whichthey plantodofroma
location just outside of Ely.

The new owner
Zoe Communications
purchased the station from

the Bois Forte Band, which
had bought the station in
2005 as part of an econom-
ic diversification effort.
But the station, which has
never been a strong finan-
cial performer, proved a
financial drain and the
Band eventually opted to
put it up for sale. The sale
was agreed upon back in
November 2022, but the

Federal Communications
Commission did not
approve the transfer of the
station’s broadcast license
until March 26.
Following FCC
approval, Loughery said
it took another month to
work out the real estate deal
involving the tower site.
Since then, scheduling a
tower repair crew has been

the primary hold-up.

Loughery was optimis-
tic aboutthe new ownership
and management. “Zoe
Communications owns
several small-town radio
stations, which they run
well ... they make it work
because they know how to
do radio.”
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JoAnne G. Connell

JoAnne G. Connell, 86, for-
merly of Lake Vermilion-Tow-
er, passed away on Wednesday,
Aug. 2, 2023, at Heritage Man-
or Nursing Home in Chisholm.
Funeral services will be held at
11 a.m. on Monday, Aug. 14 at
Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Tower with Pastor Liz Cheney
officiating. Visitation will be for
one hour prior to the service at
the church. Arrangements are
with Landmark Funeral Home
in Virginia.

JoAnne was born on Nov.
3, 1936, in Minocqua, Wis., to
Albert and Mildred (Varney)
Riebe. JoAnne married Jer-
ry Connell on March 8, 1969,
in Virginia. She was an active

L BOAT

Lake Vermilion = Tower, MM

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion
9 AM-12 Noon * Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 ® Sun 9-4

WORKS

member and leader of St. James
Presbyterian Church in Tow-
er where she sang in the choir,
shared in the operations of the
church, gave sermons, and or-
ganized Vacation Bible School.
She enjoyed gardening, raising
vegetables for many years while
focusing on flowers later in life.
JoAnne also enjoyed macramé,
knitting, watching birds and
other wildlife, and was a regular
for morning coffee at the Good
Or’ Days.

She is survived by her three
children, daughter Sheryl (Dr.
Steve) Redmond of Westport,
S.D., son Larry Sonsthagen
(spouse Bob Shepherd) of
Minneapolis and son Michael
(Sonja) Connell of Bemidji;
as well as grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Albert and Mil-
dred; husband, Jerry Connell;
sister, Madge Matz; and neph-
ew, Bob Matz.

Ralph L. Friesner

Ralph L. Friesner, 62, long-
time resident of Embarrass and
formerly of Tower, died on Sat-
urday, June 24,2023, in an auto-

Cook VFW s
POST 1757 r

mobile accident near his home.
Visitation will be from 1 p.m.
until the 2 p.m. celebration of
life on Friday, Aug. 25 at Bau-
man-Vermilion Funeral Home
in Tower. Greg Anderson will be
the celebrant. Inurnment will be
at a later date in Warroad.

He is survived by his sib-
lings, Glen Friesner of Hinck-
ley, Claudia Mastin of Detroit
Lakes, Tim (Shiecla) Friesner
of Roosevelt, Clyde (Connie)
Friesner of Warroad and David
(Karn) Friesner of Muskego,
Wis.; and numerous extended
family and friends.

Carl S. Schultz

Carl Selby Schultz, 79, of
Angora, passed away on Tues-
day, Aug. 1, 2023, of natural
causes. Interment will be at Id-
ington Cemetery in Angora at
a later date. Arrangements are
with Range Funeral Home in
Virginia.

He is survived by his sons,
Scott (Karen) Schultz of Angora
and Kurt (Melanie) Schultz of
Mt. Iron; sister, Margaret (Le-
roy) Soyring of South Grove;
grandchildren, Jared (Samantha)
Schultz, Matthew (Emily Bara-
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ga) Schultz and Angela (Will
Fischer) Schultz; great-grand-
sons, Brooks and coming soon
Eli; great-granddaughter, Kam-
ryn; former spouse, Barbara
Schultz;  step-granddaughters;
step-great-grandchildren;  nu-
merous nieces and nephews;
and all his great friends and
neighbors in the Angora area.

Helen M. Huovinen

Helen Marie Palo Doran
Huovinen, 81, of Ely, original-
ly of Soudan, peacefully passed
away at home with her children
by her side on Sunday, July 9,
2023. Funeral services will be
held at Grace Lutheran Church
in Ely on Saturday, Aug. 19 at
11 a.m. with visitation at 10
a.m. Family services have been
entrusted to Landmark Funeral
Home in Virginia.

She is survived by her
daughters, Robin Braun and
Ann (Jeffrey) Reese; son, Mi-
chael (March) Doran; grand-
children, Louise and Ben Reese
and Scout, Darcy, Wrenn and
Patrick Doran; brothers-in-law,
Wendell Wilson and Anthony
Shikonya; sisters-in-law, Gene-
vieve Palo and Etta Palo; god-

children, Vicky Podominick,
William Jr. Palo and David
Mosher; many nephews, nieces
and their children.

SueEllen Nelson

SueEllen “Toog” Novak
Nelson, 63, of Babbitt and
Ely, passed away peacefully
on Sunday, July 23, 2023, at
Ely-Bloomenson = Community
Hospital surrounded by her lov-
ing family. She requested there
be no funeral, however there
will be a celebration of life at a
later date. To share condolenc-
es, cards may be sent to Family
of Sue Nelson, 120 W Chapman
St., Ely, MN 55731. Funeral
arrangements are entrusted to
Kerntz Funeral Home of Ely.

She is survived by her
daughters, Desirae Nelson (Rob
Burgess) of Duluth and Destinee
Nelson (Josh Grotberg) of Ely;
grandchildren, Peyton and Au-
brey Gregory and Brody Grot-
berg, all of Ely; sisters, Rober-
ta Novak and Diane (Lee) Aho
and brother, Jim Novak, all of
Babbitt; longtime friends, Wen-
dy and Corrine; and numerous
nieces, nephews and cousins.
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EMPLOYMENT

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

High School Teacher
.40 Full Time Equivalent
(FTE)

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications
for a .40 FTE Teacher (.20 FTE Science / .20
FTE Social Studies) for the 2023-2024 school
year; competitive salary and fringes as per the
Master Agreement between ISD #696 and the
Ely Education Association and School Board
policy. Courses include 9th Grade Science
and 9th Grade Civics; first and second period
of the day.

Background check required.

Qualifications include:

» Current Minnesota teaching license

» Teaching experience preferred

> Excellent communication skills including
verbal and written

Responsibilities:

> Demonstrate knowledge of subject mat-
ter through effective teaching practices with
expectations of high student achievement.

> Assess student progress, modify instruction
and improve student learning.

» Communicate and collaborate with parents
and the school community to foster individual
student success and growth.

>» Plan, organize, and teach competen-
cy-based science and civics courses.

» Demonstrate effective classroom and equip-
ment management.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:

> Cover letter

> District Licensed Application

>» Resume

» Copy of official transcripts

» Current Minnesota teaching license

> 3 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us.
Contact Memorial HS/MS Principal Jeff Carey
at (218) 365-6166 ext. 1726 or jcarey@ely.
k12.mn.us with any questions.

Start date: August 28, 2023

Application review to begin: August 22, 2023;
open until filled.

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Temporary PT
Custodian

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications
for a Temporary Part-Time Custodian for the
2023-2024 school year; background check
required.

Qualifications include:

> High school diploma, with post-secondary
training in facility maintenance preferred

> Ability to read basic operating instructions
and write reports

>» Demonstrate aptitude for successful com-
pletion of the tasks assigned

> Such alternatives to the above qualifications
as the supervisor, administration, and board
finds appropriate and acceptable

> Prior work experience demonstrating pos-
itive and effective interpersonal skills in the
work place

» Demonstrated ability to perform assigned
tasks without direct supervision

Essential Functional Capacities:

> Ability to lift a minimum of 50 pounds

> Ability to climb ladders (at least 10 feet)

> Ability to withstand heights (up to 30 feet)
> Ability to climb 3 flights of stairs in 1 minute
» Pass physical exam per doctor’s statement
>» Visual and auditory acuity, corrected or
non-corrected, at standard levels as estab-
lished by appropriate medical standards

> Any other qualifications as deemed appro-
priate by the school board

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:

> District Application

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St. Ely, MN
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us

Dates of employment: September 5, 2023
through May 30, 2024

Starting Rate of Pay: $20.42/hour

Hours: 4 hours/day, 5 days/week, student con-
tact days (3:00-7:00 p.m.)

Application review to begin: August 22, 2023;
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11 & 18, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Cafeteria Aide

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for a Cafeteria Aide for the
2023-2024 school year; background check required.

Qualifications include:

> Must be able to lift 30 Ibs. on a regular basis
>» Must be able to work in a fast pace setting

» Preferred experience working with school-age children
> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively and communicate effectively

in a collaborative setting.
Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the following:
> District Application

> Resume

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 600 E.
Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us

Starting Rate of Pay: $15.85/hour

Hours: 2.75 hours/day; 5 days/week; student contact days
Deadline to apply: August 21, 2023; open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11 & 18, 2023

POSITION OPENING

Ely Public Schools

Indigenous Support
Interventionist

Ely Public Schools is looking for an Indigenous Support Interventionist for
the 2023-2024 school year. A background check is required.

Flexible Schedule + 6.5 hours/day
Starting Pay $18.00/hour —Pending Federal Funding

Qualifications include:
> AA Degree or 2 years of college preferred
> Indigenous preference

> Preferred experience working with school age children
> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively and communicate effectively

in a collaborative setting

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the following:
> Non-Licensed District Application
>» Resume

> 2 letters of recommendation

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11 & 18, 2023

Read us online at www.timberjay.com

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 600 E.
Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us

Deadline to apply: August 21, 2023; open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11 & 18, 2023
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WEATHER

Drought continues to slowly build g&‘v

Extended outlooks suggest some relief could be on the way next week
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER The drought monitor report is  and Ely areas were still listed as
Managing Editor issued every Thursday,sothelatest ~abnormally dry, whichisthelowest  Right: =
report available as of this week’s level of drought status. Currently — The latest | Intensity
. _ press deadline was nearly a week every part of Minnesota is listed drought map rane

. REGIONAL— Drought con old. With no measurable precipi- as abnormally dry or higher, with ~ from the DO {Abrarmally Deyl
ditions continue to build across . . . . ’ US.D ht D1 {Moderate Drosghs)
Minnesota, despite on-again tation reported in most stations in a good portion of southeastern -5. Uroug D2 {Savare Drocght
off-acain ra{nfall in recent Weeks, our region through the first week of ~ through northcentral Minnesota Monltc.»r, | M 03 {Extrems Oroughiy
Acc (?r dine to the latest report ugust, it’s likely that the drought ~currently experiencing severe reflecting | { I 54 Excepsional Droughty
from the % S. Drousht Monli)tor status will show intensification drought. drought ) W oo Doca
three-quarters of St Eouis County, When the next report is issued on Drought conditions are being ~conditions 1
. qu ‘ 'Y Thursday, Aug. 10. feltin stream flows around thearea, ~iN Minnesota [
is now in moderate drought, with as of Aug. 3. =
severe drought along parts of the A s of Aug.. 3, no.rtheastem St.
North Shore. Louis County, including the Tower  See DROUGHT. g 5B [ |

RED, WHITE, OR JACK?

Tips for dlstmgwshmg the North Country s three native pines

ver eat a pine tree?
That was the question posed by
Euell Gibbons in his 1970s-era cereal

WALK WITH A NATURALIST

Top: A stand of mixed
mature pine along the
Echo Trail north of Ely.

Wildflower Watch

This week’s featured flower
JEWELWEED

One of our most pollinator
friendly wildflowers, Jewelweed,
Impatiens capensis, is bloom-
ing right now, most often along
wetland edges. The Jewelweed’s
distinctive, orangish-yellow
blooms are full of sweet nectar,
making them highly attractive to
hummingbirds, bees, and other
insects looking for a sweet snack.
Researchers have found that the
fall migration of hummingbirds
actually appears to be timed to
coincide with the peak of jewel-
weed flowering, pointing to its
importance as a food source.

Its succulent stems and leaves
cause water to bead up, which
givesthemasparkly,or jewel-like,
appearance in the morning sun.

This flower’s seed pod is
springed toexplode when touched,
which is responsible for its other
common name- “Touch-me-not.”

commercial. “Many parts are edible,” advised
Gibbons, the author well-known at the time for
his advocacy of eating wild foods.

Of course, as Gibbons knew well, proper
identification of the
items on your dinner
menu can be important,
since while many parts
of certain pine trees
might be edible, other
parts or different species
of pine,could make you
sick.

I’'m not going to
suggest that anyone
eat a pine tree, or parts
thereof, but would you
be able to distinguish
the native pine trees
that commonly grow
in our area? I bet most
readers can, but I found in my naturalist days
that plenty of folks struggle to distinguish our
several species of conifers. That includes the
three species of native pine found here— the
white pine, the red pine, and the jack pine.

Even forthe beginner, distinguishing these
three pines is relatively straightforward, as
each has a foolproof characteristic or two that
makes distinguishing them a cinch once you
know what to look for.

From a distance, you can tell these three
species apart from their shape. Once mature,
the white pine (Pinus strobus) has abroad,open
appearance, like someone with open arms. The
horizontal, spreading nature of the white pine’s
branches make them the ideal nest site for large
raptors, like bald eagles, which is why the vast
majority of eagle nests are found in white pine.

By contrast, the red pine (Pinus resinosa),
also known as Norway pine, has a notably
oval and relatively dense crown that easily
distinguishes it from a white pine. Its needles

See PINES..pg 5B

Left: A classic white pine
form at a homestead east
of Cook.

Fishing reports

Ely area

The walleye bite continues
to be a shallow water affair for
many anglers, with the bestreports
Below: The roundish-to- coming from 6-10 feet of water.
oval form of a mature red Anglers are throwing a very mixed
pine. bag of lures at these shallow water
walleyes. Swim baits, twisters, slip
bobbers, minnow baits and lindy
rigs are all producing walleyes.
Anglers should be focused on
windy, rocky shorelines, points,
tops of shallow sunken islands,
river mouths and even weedlines
for walleyes.

The sunfishbite has been going
strong on area lakes. Anglers con-
tinue to find sunnies in and around
well established weedbeds. Small
leeches and angleworms, fished
under a bobber have been deadly.
Crappie anglers are reporting
finding themin shallow, weed filled
bays, right with sunfish. Downed
trees have alsobeen another area to
find active crappies. Anglers have
been throwing favorites like jig/
twister, beetle spins and minnows
under a bobber to catch crappies.

Pike anglers have been finding
active pike cruising weedlines with
large spoons and spinnerbaits.
Cabin goers have been fishing
large suckers under a bobber
right off their docks during the
early morning hours. Some of the
biggest pike caught this last week
were caught on suckers.

Courtesy of Arrowhead
Outdoors. See more at Arrowhead
OutdoorsElyMN .com.

Below left: The somewhat
scraggly, downward
drooping form of a jack
pine.

Bottom: (I-r) The trunks of a
mature red pine, white pine,
and jack pine.

photos by M. Helmberger

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER
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BIGFOOT TROUBLES

I think Sasquatch
raided my garden

A strange thing hap-
pened in my garden a
couple of nights ago. Now
you should understand
my garden is 32 five-gal-
lon buckets of various
kinds of vegetables and a
few smaller containers of
green beans. There are 4x4
timbers and a rather make-
shiftfence around the whole
thing to protect it from pil-
ferers of the four-legged
kind. Not too extravagant,
but on the island it works.
But here’s the

of suspicion to a bear.
They are big enough and
are very skilled with their
paws. I think at times they
would like my garden, but
now? There are so many
delicious berries ripening
in the woods, why bother?
Also, no damage to the
fence. I don’t think bear
operate that way.

That’s when my atten-
tion turned to Sasquatch.
He’srumored tobe big, with
big arms and opposable

thumbs. He’s

thing, one of
the five-gal-
lon buckets of
cucumbers was
moved over-
night. All the
way over the
4x4 and still
standing in an
upright position
inside the fence.
After careful
investigation

so big he could
probably reach
over the fence
and move the
bucket. Though
there doesn’t
seem to me much
reliable research
on the diet of
Sasquatch, 1
think he would
like my garden
produce.

APRIL
WAMHOFF

and deductive
reasoning, I am absolutely
certain it might have been
Sasquatch.

Now five-gallon
buckets filled with dirt are
not light. That leaves out
many of my four-legged
neighbors as suspects. The
rabbits or the squirrels
would have had motive and
opportunity,butevenifthey
got together and formed
a union with a qualified
supervisor, I doubt they
could handle the bucket.
Nope, not the rabbits or the
squirrels. And even though
I’ve had other run-in’s
with beaver, and they are
admittedly larger and very
smart, I also eliminated
them as suspects. Still not
big enough.

Emily and Ernie, the
resident garter snakes
don’t have arms, let alone
thumbs. They like to hang
outin the gardenbutIdon’t
think they would even want
the cukes. No motive. That
would go for Trevor the
toad. Also, no motive.

The deer, of course,
would have motive and
are the reason for the fence
in the first place. They are
bigger but I still have res-
ervations about them. It’s
the opposable thumb thing.
I'know they are crafty with
their mouths and such but it
seems unlikely they could
accomplish that with no
damage to the fence.Iruled
out the deer.

That turned my eye

DROUGHT..
Continued from page 4B

where some northeastern
Minnesota rivers are now
near their Q90, which sig-
nifies a flow in the bottom
tenth percentile or lower.
Along with the drought
comes increased fire danger.
Currently, no open burning
is allowed in the northern
half of Minnesota, although
campfires are still allowed.

The extended forecast
does offer some hope for
relief from the drought. Both
the 6-10 day and the 8-14
day outlooks call for below
average temperatures and
above normal precipitation.

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

Maybe he
would even share it with
the other, less skilled neigh-
bors. And in truth, I would
share with him and them,
but they get wasteful and
messy. Then I thought of
other consequences of
feeding Sasquatch. Like,
what if it’s a She-squatch
and has babies? Or tod-
dlers? Orteenagers? Or any
kind of extended family?
What if they would expect
me to support them all the
time. Oh, dear! What if
Sasquatch decides to go
public and reveal his loca-
tion? He’s already famous,
youknow.IsupposeIcould
charge him some kind of
rent or royalties or some-
thing, but my island would
probably be overrun with
celebrities. That doesn’t
sound good either.

So, after considering
all of the possible conse-
quences,lhave decided not
to alert the authorities or
press charges of any kind,
even if the perp is caught.
I’m just gonna share on
their terms. It seems like
the plan that will get me in
the least amount of trouble.
After all, I’'m certain it
might be Sasquatch.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
S R o wybhdds
- . - ';;. B o
4 ° G Al
A
Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
07/31 74 52 0.0 07/31 NA NA 0.00 07/31 75 49 0.0 07/31 79 48 0.0 07/31 74 44 0.00
08/01 76 55 0.00 08/01 76 43 0.00 08/01 77 54 0.00 08/01 77 50 0.00 08/01 76 46 0.00
08/02 79 60 0.00 08/02 79 46 0.00 08/02 80 55 0.01 08/02 86 63 0.01 08/02 77 50 0.00
08/03 85 64 0.00 08/03 86 54 0.00 08/03 86 62 0.00 08/03 84 61 0.00 08/03 85 54 0.00
08/04 82 59 0.00 08/04 83 48 0.00 08/04 82 52 0.00 0804 82 54 000 08/04 83 49 0.00
08/05 79 53 0.00 08/05 80 50 0.00 08/05 82 52 0.00 0805 82 55 000 08/05 80 49 0.00
08/06 81 55 0.00 08/06 82 50 0.00 08/06 84 54 0.00 08/06 73 59 0.00 08/06 81 51 0.00
YTD Total 14.48 YTD Total 15.22 YTD Total 10.88 YTD Total NA YTD Total 13.67

Talk to wildlife
officials Aug. 17

REGIONAL — Wildlifemanag-
ers with the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources are inviting
the public to talk about wildlife in
local Minnesota DNR offices across

PINES...Continued from page 4B

are also considerably longer and
darker green than the needles of a
white pine.

The shape of the jack pine (Pinus
banksiana) is less consistent and
often depends on where they have
grown, but always seem to take on
a somewhat scraggly appearance.
On open, rocky outcrops, they can
appear relatively short and squat,
while when grown in denser stands,
they can be straight and tall, although
they typically tilt to one side or the
other toward the top of the tree.

These distinctions are easy to
see once you’ve learned and prac-
ticed them.

Fortunately, up close, the trees
can be definitively distinguished by
even the rankest beginner.

Ifyoucanobtainabranch froma
pine,look atthe needles. The needles
on a pine are attached to the branch
in bundles held together by a little
sheath and the feathery needles of
the white pine come four-or-five toa
bundle. Both the red and jack pines
come with two needles per bundle,
but even here the distinction is easy.
Ared pine needle is anywhere from
four to six inches long and is fairly
flexible, while the typical jack pine
needle is rarely longer than an inch
and a half and is quite stiff.

The branches are also quite dif-
ferent. The branches of the white and
red pines are typically thicker and
stiffer than a jack pine. Indeed, one
characteristic of the jack pine is that
its smallest branches are so flexible
that you can actually tie them in a
knot without breaking them. You

€ Boats, trailers, and gear

Q Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
maotor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

the state from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 17. Local wildlife
managers will also be available by
phone during these same hours.
Conversation topics caninclude
anything related to wildlife, from
wild turkeys to deer population
levels, new hunting regulations,

Outdoors briefly

wetland restoration that benefits
waterfowl, accessibility improve-
ments at wildlife management areas,
animal damage issues, and more.

Main local area office phone
numbers are:

Tower: 218-300-7860.

Two Harbors: 218-834-1453.

o

wouldn’tbe able to do that withared
or white pine. Those pines,unlike the
jack pine, don’t range much further
north than the Great Lakes. The jack
pine, by contrast, grows all the way
up to the tree line so its remarkable
flexibility is an advantage when it
comes to shedding large amounts
of snow.

If you’re trying to distinguish
tall pines and can’t reach any of the
branches, the trunks of each species
provide another good clue to their
identity. Red pine, in particular, are
easy to distinguish by their flaky
reddish bark, which develops into
large reddish plates as the tree ages.

The white pine has smooth
grayish bark when it’s young, but it
eventually becomes thick, furrowed,
and dark brown or gray as it ages.
Jack pine bark is dark brown and
flaky but can also become thick and
furrowed near the base as it ages.
Cones are another means of

4 _

. as

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

@ water from boat, bilge,
motor, and live well

Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

o Trash unused bait

Left: The needles of our three
native pines. Top to bottom
are: the long needled red pine,
which come in bundles of two,
the short needled jack pine,
also in bundles of two, and the
white pine with its bundle of
five soft needles.

photo by M. Helmberger

distinguishing these three pines,and
since the cones are ripening now and
the red squirrels are busy harvesting
them, it’s a good time to find cones
under large pines. The white pine
cone is long and relatively narrow,
often six inches long or more. The
red pine cone, by contrast, is much
more roundish and is typically no
more than two inches long and
nearly as wide.

A jack pine cone will rarely
be found on the ground. This is an
intensely fire-adapted species and
it keeps its cones tightly closed
and attached to the tree, often for
decades at a time. It takes the heat
of a fire to open these cones, which
helps this species quickly reseed
itself after wildfires. Until that fire
comes, the cones accumulate on the
tree, where they appearas hard, gray,
crescent moon-shaped growths. It’s
a fascinating adaptation.

If youhaven’ttried distinguish-
ing our native pines before,use these
tips to get out and give it a try. Once
you start learning the plants that
inhabit the North Country, you’ll
likely want to continue to learn more.

-, -

Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

"+ (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

INITIATIVE
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EMPLOYMENT

Project Manager

Closes: 08/18/2023

Position Purpose: The Project Manager pro-
vides project management services to the
Bois Forte Tribal Government and the Bois
Forte Development Corporation. This position
has general responsibilities for on-site project
management including construction coordina-
tion, scheduling, monitoring, and supervision
of project work by contractors. The Project
Manager will be the primary field represen-
tative for the Tribal Government on projects
\r/]\(hec;e a “construction manager at will” is not
ired.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free e Annual leave e Sick
leave e 401k match e 15 paid holidays e Flex
plan e Basic Life Insurance e LTD e Voluntary
benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, July 28, Aug. 4 & 11

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body
Technician and an Automotive
. Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

W

Waschke

m

DEPARTMENT OF IRON RANGE
RESOURCES & REHABILITATION

General Counsel

Full-time Position * Eveleth, MN

The General Counsel for the IRRR reports
directly to the Commissioner of the agency and
provides consultation to Board members upon
request. The position provides legal analysis
and advice addressing complex issues related
to economic development projects, use of the
agency’s various funds and issues regarding
compliance with state laws, rules and regula-
tions. The position oversees the development
of legislation and policies that could impact the
agency and prepares opinions on legal issues
for the Commissioner.

The position is responsible for the agency’s
legal transactional work, including drafting
and negotiating financial instruments, loan
and real property documents as well as inter-
preting laws and regulations and drafting leg-
islation on behalf of the Commissioner. The
position supervises agency paralegal staff and
additional legal and agency staff as neces-
sary. The position provides professional legal
services and legal protection against lawsuits
and assists the State, when necessary, to
enforce regulations or laws.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID number is 68187
Classification Title: Attorney 3

Contact Beth Dewhurst with questions at
beth.dewhurst@state.mn.us
or 218-735-3009

Application deadline: August 21, 2023
Equal Opportunity Employer 8/18

More Employment
ads on page 3B

PUBLIC NOTICE

STAFF
OPENINGS

Vermilion Country School
(VCS) is an innovative
educational program that
provides project-based
environmental education
as a Minnesota public school. We seek adults
who want to work for a positive education and
impact in this community. We serve students
across the Iron Range in Tower. Contact
VCS if you are interested in being a positive
influence in the community and supporting
our young people in learning.

,ﬂﬁ \
ION
R

VERM

All roles listed below are full time 1.0
and provide benefits, including PTO

We recently received grant funding to
increase our staffing and have several
new roles we are hiring for:

SpEd Teacher (Licensed)
SpEd Social Worker (Licensed)
Science Interdisciplinary Teacher (Licensed)

Unlicensed Positions:
Paraprofessional (SpEd)
Check and Connect Coordinator
(2142 partnership)
Student Success Specialist

VCS can support candidates with a B.A. to
attain licensure in teaching - if you have inter-
est and appropriate experience, but don’t yet

have a teaching license, please apply!

All applications and
questions can be sent to
info@vermilioncountry.org
or by calling 218-248-2485

m

DEPARTMENT OF IRON RANGE
RESOURCES & REHABILITATION

Human Resources Director
Full-time Position ¢ Eveleth, MN

The Human Resources Director is responsible
for the leadership and overall administration,
coordination and evaluation of agency human
resources in a Minnesota cabinet level agen-
cy. The director is a member of the senior
leadership team and develops and imple-
ments HR strategies aligned with the business
plan and helps meet business needs through
the development, engagement, motivation and
preservation of the agency’s workforce.

The Human Resources Director oversees
classification and compensation, benefits,
HR systems, department financials and met-
rics, recruitment and retention, training and
development, personnel and labor relations,
safety, ensures legal compliance throughout
human resource management practices, and
serves as the Affirmative Action Officer, ADA
Coordinator, Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator
and DEI Liaison to the MN Management and
Budget Departments.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID number is 68178
Classification Title:Human Resources
Coordinator 1

Contact Beth Dewhurst with questions at
beth.dewhurst@state.mn.us
or 218-735-3009

Application deadline: August 21, 2023
Equal Opportunity Employer 8/18

Building Maintenance

Worker - NERCC
$21.92-$27.11 Hourly * Apply by 08/16/2023

AR HIEAD

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer &/11

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR SEALED
QUOTES FOR PROPANE AT
GREENWOOD TOWN HALL
COMPLEX - 2023-2024 SEASON

The Greenwood Township Board is accepting
sealed quotes for propane at the Town Hall,
3000 Hwy 77, Tower MN 55790, for the 2023-
2024 season.

Sealed quotes are to be sent or deliv-
ered by Sept. 1, 2023 to JoAnn Bassing,
Greenwood Township Clerk at 3000 Hwy 77,
Tower MN  55790. E-mail: clerk@green-
woodtownshipmn.com

The township reserves the right to reject any

or all quotes, to waive any irregularities and to
accept any quote deemed most advantageous
to the Township.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11 & 18, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
MEETING NOTICE

The Kugler Town Board will meet on Tuesday,
August 22, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. for their Budget

Meeting, followed by the Closing of the Annual
Meeting, followed by their Regular Meeting, at
the Kugler Town Hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 11, 2023

ACOOK

HOSFITAL & CARE CEMTER

Our Speciaity & You

OPEN POSITIONS

Business Office
FT Accounts Receivable/Collections

Technician

Care Center
FT&PTN

at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical
Nurse ($4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER
PT and Casual Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage

starting

Environmental Services

FT (Environmental Tech 1) Housekeeping

and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at

ursing Assistant (Wage startin
9 (ag 9 15.03/hr)

Radiology

Casual Radiologic Tech
at $17.79/ EMT or NA certification

or required)

Outpatient Services

TO APPLY:

FT Outpati
Dietary

PT Dietary Aide/Cook (Wage starting at

$14.53)

"The Cook Hospitalis an equal apportunity provider and employer rucidieg PER antrevmnn, ool ond D

ent Services Secretary

$15.03/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at $

FT Radiologic Technologist
FT Ultrasound Technician

(Independent Contractor, weekend only)

More Info? Contact Human Resoarces

218-666-

6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Con Herpetel & Core Center

ACROSS

1 Glasses, slan-

gily

6 Acid type 2
11 "Cut that out!"

12 Alphas' oppo- |16
sites =

14 He loved
Roxane 24

15 Not certain

17 BlueGrotto 31 132 133
isle

19 Hearty quaff [39
20 Floral rings

Crossword

WS DOt Ty ] bered

A cimrcyar, | e v

J

22 Vat

23 Peevish fit 77

24 Song of
praise 51

26 Olympic skat-
er Brian .53

28 "Certainly!"

30 Away from 51 Bagel choice 8 Inmedias — 32 Speaks one's
SSW 52 Retaliate 9 Big lizard mind

31 Mexican chili 53 Trusty horse 10 Comedian 33 Chicken serv-
pepper 54 Dweebs George ing

35 Labrador 11 Overcharge 34 "— the ram-
explorer DOWN for tickets parts ..."

39 Nashville 1 Fashions 13 Handle 36 Manually
venue 2 Shakespear- 18 Tavern 37 Arboreal apes

40 "A spider!" eanheiress 21 Inasneaky 38 Western

42 "— 3 Ecol. watch- way resort lake
Breckinridge" dog 23 Fulton's 41 Imam's holy

43 Fib 4 Title akin to power book

44 King of Judea  POTUS 25 — culpa 44 Abode

46 Taunting 5 Brown ermine 27 Business mag 45 Peace symbol
laugh 6 Kentucky 29 Showed 48 Astronaut

47 Captivate brew scomn Jemison

49 Comic Ray 7 Hotelchain 31 Fishingrods 50 Mal de —

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

by Linda Thistle

7 4
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

1 . . .
Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
o Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

GARAGE SALES

RED ROCK STORAGE
ANNUAL RUMMAGE/GARAGE
SALES. Saturday, Aug. 19.
Tons of items, collectibles, hunt-
ing/fishing, furniture, clothes.
2000 Hwy. 77, Tower. 8/18

(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service

BOAT WORKS
o

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Sun: 9 AM-4 PM
v LRAIINI) mr |O.J|rE|’i
S

BOATS

VINTAGE PENN YAN WOOD/
CANVAS BOATS FOR SALE-
Two 12’ PY Cartoppers. One
12’ PY CZT Swift Dbl Cockpit
w/wheel deck. View on Aug.
19 at Red Rock Storage, 2000
Hwy. 77, Tower. 1-949-742-
0738. 8/18

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

Since 1926
L Handberg’s J
NS>

Mercury, Crestiiner, Lund 4655 Moccasin Point Rd & GENERAL STORE
www.franksmarinesales.com Lake Vermilion
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr » Call 218-757-3150 218-753-3319 Boat Sales, Service
& Storage
7 Storage, Boat Rentals, - OYAMAHA  AeAcuAY -
Se,ﬁve Igﬁ 2 sliecpgll':sé?j?les 218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
ARONSON y Crane Lake, MN

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 153-2950
timbherjay.com

One Low
Price

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-793-2950
Online at timherjay.com

éth7:3i? &.rg.Eact: Firstsi_utEhleran
urch, amp St., Ely.
MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets Super CI‘OSSWOI‘d UNTHEMED
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a|t|.2:gr Blgf;)rsrggt;on contact Mary 1 Upside-down- Isle filmmaker 18 Final letter mission, in — Jepsen
atc16-8er-8327. i sleeping 62 Play — in 122 Made giggle 19 Hosp. triage brief 84 A cow milker
ORR AA meets Tuesdays at by Japheth nght mamma[ (contribute to) 123 Active, as a sites 52 Spiner of tugs on it
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic . 8 Economizes 63 Heap law 24 Riddle-me- — “Star Trek” 85 H.S. juniors’
Church, Orr. There are 13 black hexagons in the to a fault 64 Graduate 124 Outof sight 25 KO counter films exams
TOPS- Meetings every Monday puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6 14 Untrustworthy student’s 125 San Fran 30 Some sorority 57 Neckline 90 Campaigning
Eht:é?asn %mmﬁt V?ruzniiawofs around each of them. No number can sort pqsitiqn that football team letters shape _ pro
: vrgnia. : 20 One way to might include 126 Music scorer 31 Grab — 58 Dinosaurin 91 Net address
BABBITT AL-ANON- meets be repeated in any partial hexagon serve apple conducting (eat quickly) Nintendo 92 Wash clothes
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in pie experiments DOWN 32 Al who won games 93 Untrustworthy
B by S, o2 shape along the border of the puzzle. 21 Very solitary 74 “Give —ring” 1 Explorer John  four Indy 59 Actress sort
sort 75 Plantain lily, or Sebastian 500s Kaitlin 98 Have a spat
3 o onkey amiliarly etter before rench buddy inger wit ine (for
ﬁrLeAEUO’;‘mU';ﬁ"g'tY Sfngr?eps 22 Monk familiarl 2 Letter bef 33 French buddy 60 Si ith 99 Pine (f
drinkying? Al-Anon ,:yam”y Group (with) 76 Actress Ward beth 34 Driveway- the 2007 hit 100 “— Can Cook”
is a community-based mutual 23 Frigid- of “Sisters” 3 Triple-time topping goo “1234" (old culinary
support program for the friends weather 77 Polite cut-in dance, in 35 Stinging hits 65 Whac- — show)
confidential and open to any- readings words France 36 Lays into (reflex-testing 101 Brain, for one
one affected by someone else’s 26 Military 86 Drains of 4 Broody rock 37 Something game) 102 Food taste
grinking. Hope Lutheran Ghurch missions, in color subgenre to RSVPto 66 Of kidneys associated
group on Monday evenings at 6 brief 87 Heaps 5Bend ata online 67 Slyly spiteful with MSG
p.m. 218-984-2037. 27 Old Ford div. ~ 88 Tulsa-to- curtain call 38 More stable 68 Engraved 103 Must have
VIRGINIA AA  WOMEN’S 28 Tennis great Topeka dir. 6 Woodworking 42 Longtime stone pillar 104 Actress
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. Chris 89 Metropolises, tool Twins catcher 69 Divining card Joanne
Lﬁzgayﬁefﬁo;é ”é’ﬁ']‘r-chpeggg 29 Classic Coca- eg. 7 Swarms Joe 70 Old JFK jet 105 Red lab dye
ide Cola slogan 94 Climb (with) 43 Navel type 71 “Die Lorelei” 106 Divided
S 9th Ave, please use side door " . Y N
and parking. 39“Son of,” in 95 — pro nobis 8 Notatalltall 44 Swizzles poet Heinrich 107 Drug dealer
AAMEETING IN COOK- Sunda Arabic names 96 Flight guess, 9 Mustard 45 Airline to 72 Actress 108 Overly fond
Night Big Book Group meeé 40 ;I'h_urm_e}n _of |n b(ief alternative Oslo M_assey sort
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 Kill Bill" films 97 “In time the 10 Choler 46 Basketballer 73 Window 112 Baby’s cry
- NE, LOOK, at 7+ olcanic flow reason sha “Delicious!” — Thomas segments es, to Gigi
Sanday. o feration. oo 41 Volcanic hall 11 “Delicious! Th ts 113 Yes, to G
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670. 42 Watershed be made 120neof 11in 47 2014 77 Baseballer 114 British “Inc.”
draining clear” a Christmas Wimbledon Martinez 115 Govt. agent
AL'Q’;‘&’:‘MMEE[%S”'N Fcfn%'; dozens of 109 Furnish with song winner 78 Stayed home 116 Of city govt.
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran U.S. states new weapons 13 Carell of “The Kvitova for a meal 117 Enzyme
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 53 Busy crawler 110 Mean Roman Office” 48 Sickly 79 Washer suffix
7:00 pm Sunday. This meet. DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: :
ok ol M LS Sy
alcoholics. . . ung — | u Y,
A OPEN  MEETING ‘ Easy “ Medium ‘.’ Difficult spread chicken 15 Cappuccino 50 “Don’t Cry pills to, say poets
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there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a p 39
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All Things New

CUSTOM WOODWORK, RESTORATION AND CREATION

JARRETT SCHOTTMULLER 218-780-9723
atn.customwoodwork@gmail.com / atn.customwoodwork & @

All Things New: custom woodwork, restoration and creation @)

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

All furniture may not be as shown.
INTEREST

FREE
FINANCING
- AND LAYAWAY

. & KK ITCHENS
AndersonFurnitureCompany.com AVAILABLE

214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN + 218-741-9356

YOU'CALL \WEHAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

" [T} L [ [} T (" ] (2]

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-493%
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

BUILDING | ROOFING
REMODELING

John Thomas Almeida

Owner & Designer
Pingajti@gmail.com
(218) 235 73-05

ATTORNEY

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Real Estate

- General Questions
« Buying/Selling

- Easements

- Contract for Deed
- Property Line Problems Minncata State Bar
- Road Maintenance/Assoc.
* Litigation

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

% KLUN LAW FIRM
Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.0. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 + 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

LODGING
Troll Our Way...\
\

3 sciation
Certified & Specialist

Real Property Law

Includes
continental breakfast'

* Cozy Rooms £ 3
* Historic Site! %h“
4, Fishing get-away comfort! [
4% Reserve on our website:
ai¢._vermilionparkinn.com

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

. 218.753.2333 + 30 Center St., Soudan MN

subscribe Today
(218] 793-2930

*' Hand-Crafted
= Sauna for Sale

Wood-fired (stove
included), 12’x8’ cedar-
lined interior, 8'x4’
dressing room, plus
8’x6’ deck. $17,500.
Can transport/set up
for add’l fee, 35-mile
radius from Virginia.

T
g

Call or text for more
info & photos
218-780-6446

(lv message)

' Carpet X!
[ ‘@1//\& & Upholstery |

. ‘O * Powerful Truck Mounted System |
7 e /)'- sa, *Water Damage Specialists 1

Call for Estimates: Braschko Family

218-365-7672

raymondbraschko@gmail.com
Specialty Carpet Cleaning ¢ Celebrating 35 Years!

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Sail, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

Celebrating From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
5 ogVel’ , Virginia, using local gravel pits
ears: to support all your needs.

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - plant 218-365-4030

Forest
/7

PLUMBING & HEATING
SOLUTIONS. INC.

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service,
Repairs, and New.

Brandon Stone - 218-590-5294

Your Source For Roofing

« METAL ROOFING

« ARCHITECTURAL
SHINGLES

C TN
VERMILLION
ROCFING

Serving Cook,
Tower and
Ely Areas

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Licensed * Insured BC# 785662
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

fax 218-365-6985 + cell 218-341-3197

You're Gonna Flip Your Lid!...

INSTOCK!

CANNING LIDS
and F‘H“P\\
CANNING JARS = D

We are a UPS site

VERMILION LUMBER

218-753-2230
Lurtber} 302 Main St, Tower, MN E

| (,.u.n! HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

+~~ You Can Handle <+
New Cabinets for Home or Cabin!

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales
professionals about

CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN
I—

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

M5 T

1’,_}“ Cy,

qebe
L

[

COOK BUILDING CENTER

logt thgse gxperts help
with gour ngxt project

v

WE’LL PUT OUR HEADS TOGETHER...
TO FIND THE PERFECT PRODUCTS FOR YOUR HOME'

BIG Encugh to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You
*"‘" FLQOH to CE. |L|NG '

& 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/t. Iron
558, (1/2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690

Rugs ¢ Carpet
Hardware

Cabinets ¢ Countertops
Flooring °* Tile * Ceramic
Bathrooms ¢ & More!

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F

K Bcebook

floortoceiling.comlvirginia




