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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Travelersalong
Hwy. 169 south of Tower will
want to plan for extra time starting
Monday, as work is set to begin on
a mill and overlay project to repair
the crumbling road surface along
a roughly ten-mile stretch of the
heavily-trafficked corridor.

The $3.4 million project
includes resurfacing the stretch,
repairing culverts, converting
existing street lighting to LED, and

Inside:

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

Hwy. 169 resurfacing project to start Monday

Construction to continue through September; expect travel delays between Tower and Pike River bridge

clearing trees that cause too much
shading in the winter months.

The work is being done by
Angora-based KGM and is expected
to continue through September.

Travelers can expect frequent
lane closures throughout the project,
which will cause delays. MnDOT
spokesperson Margie Nelson said
they hope to keep delays down to
10-15 minutes per trip during most
of the construction period, but
longer delays may occur.

Right: A sign posted this week
advises motorists of pending
road construction on Hwy. 169.

photo by M. Helmberger

inconvenience for area drivers, its
completionis likely to be welcomed
by frequent users of the stretch of
highway, which has been plagued

by broken pavement,large potholes, |

and heaving culverts for the past
few years.

See..ROAD WORK pg. 10
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While the work will be an

CITY OF ELY

Mayoral
proclamation
once again
divides Ely
over mining

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- A proclamation honor-
ing Twin Metals packed the city
council chambers here on Tuesday,
as arearesidents turned out to voice
both support and opposition to the
statement, issued by Mayor Heidi
Omerza.

Omerzahasdeclared July 28-30
to be “Twin Metals Minnesota
Appreciation Days” in Ely, a
prerogative of the mayor’s office
over which the city council has no
authority to veto.

The proclamation states that
“Twin Metals Minnesota is an
important and valued member of
the community, contributing to
many charitable organizations,”
and provided of list of ten local
beneficiaries like the Ely Food
Shelf as examples of the mining
firm’s largesse. The proclamation
also noted that: “Since 2010, Twin
Metals Minnesota has donated more
than $550,000” to local “charitable
organizations” and that the business
had a““significantimpact on job cre-
ation and economic development”
in Minnesota.

Most of the attendees at the city
council meeting were there to protest
the mayor’s action. They brought
colorful signs with the names of
businesses they considered far
more worthy of being honored than
Twin Metals. Three representatives
of this group requested to address
the council prior to the meeting:
Becky Rom, well-known advo-
cate for Northeastern Minnesotans
for Wilderness; Jay Gustafson,
Ely resident and manager of
Piragis Northwoods Company; and
Madelyn “Maddie” Fahnline, who
works for Northeastern Minnesotans
for Wilderness.

“Honoring an international

See...DIVIDED pg. 9

BACK IN BUSINESS, SOON

New life for old caf

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

OWER —More than three years
I after it closed its doors in April
2020 at the start of the COVID
pandemic, the Tower Café will soon
be back in business. And probably no
one is more surprised than Bob and Jen
McDonough, who closed on the Main
Street property this past Friday.

The couple, relatively new residents
of Vermilion Lake Township, made the
decision on a bit of a whim.

“We had driven past the café and
the For Sale sign a hundred times,” said
Jen. “We had talked about all the things
the new owner could do. Then, in the

spring, I turned to Bob one day as we
drove past and asked if he’d like to take
a look inside.”

They did afew days later,and almost
immediately felt it was the right thing to
do. “The building kind of made my heart
skip,” said Bob.

Jen agreed. “We could see that this
could be a piece of our lives and our
mission of building stronger communi-
ties,” said Jen. “Running a restaurant has
always been Bob’s dream so I left it to
him to decide. He’s made every one of
my dreams come true, so when he said
yes, we did it.”

Since Jen announced the closing

See. TOWER CAFE pg. 9
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piragis.com

piragis.com

218 - 365 - 6745

S Retail Store Open 6 am to 9 pm Daily
N NEW BOOK TITLES AND WOMENS FASHIONS
OUTLET STORE HAS NEW WALL OF NORTHSIDE SHOES
40% OFF COMPLETE SIZE RUNS OF MEN’S AND WOMEN’S
You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
boundarywaterscatalog.com

A plethora of heavy equipment is
deployed near the site of this week’s
derailment along the CN track near
Gheen. photo by F. Schumacher

RAIL SAFETY

Another CN

derailment
near Gheen

No injuries or spills reported

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

COOK- Ten cars of a Canadian
National train, two containing hazard-
ous materials, derailed approximately
six miles north of Cook on Monday, the
second such incident in the past year
along the remote stretch of railway.

At approximately 8:20 p.m. Saint
Louis County Sheriff’s deputies along
with the Cook Fire Department responded
to the derailment in Field Township.

Five of the ten cars had fallen over
on their sides, including two containing
liquefied petroleum gas — propane and
butane —both considered to be hazardous.
However, responders found no leaks or
spills from the cars.

“This incident was at a remote
location,notleaking any hazardous mate-
rials, and determined to be not a threat
to the public,” said St. Louis County
Emergency Management Planner Josh
Brinkman. “St. Louis County Emergency
Managementresponded to the derailment
to assist with public-private coordination.

See... DERAILMENT pg. 10
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Top handbell ensemble to perform July 29

MT. IRON - Strikepoint, an internationally-ac-
claimed handbell ensemble from Duluth, will be
performing at 7 p.m. on Saturday, July 29 at Messiah
Lutheran Church in Mt. Iron. Admission is free but
an $18 donation is suggested. Donations support local
arts groups with 20 percent of the evening’s donation
being returned to Messiah Lutheran’s music program.
This performance is part of Strikepoint’s 2023 sum-
mer tour.

Strikepoint was established in 1984 and has
been touring annually since 1986. Their travels have
taken them to England, Scotland, Japan, Hong Kong,
Sweden, Canada, Hawaii and throughout the mainland
U.S. They have performed at St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London, Disney World in Florida, and both Disney-
land and the Crystal Cathedral in California. In 2016,
they were cultural exchange ambassadors to Vaxjo,
Duluth’s Swedish sister city. Locally, they have per-
formed with the Arrowhead Chorale and the Dulu-
th-Superior Symphony Orchestra.

Strikepoint rings 6-plus octaves of bronze Schul-
merich handbells, 7 octaves of handchimes, 2 octaves
of Silver Melody Bells, 3 octaves of Petit and Fritzen
handbells and a variety of other instruments. The
11-member directorless ensemble is unique among
touring handbell groups as a combination community/
professional/church group and an adult/youth group.
Bill Alexander, a nationally known handbell clinician
and conductor, is the leader of the ensemble.

Minnesota State Old Time Fiddle

Championships set for July 22

MT. IRON-The 41st annual Minnesota State Old
Time Fiddle Championships, in their 11th year at
Mt. Iron’s Merritt School Auditorium, will take place
Saturday, July 22. Walk-on registration for contestants
starts at 10:30 a.m. with the show starting at 1 p.m.
We are thrilled to be able to continue this tradition,
which began over 40 years ago in Cotton. The con-
test is open to all U.S. and Canadian fiddlers as well
as all other stringed instrumentalists. The National
Old-time Fiddlers’ Association certifies our champion-
ship division and each age division. We have $2,000
in cash and prizes to give away. The non-fiddle and
Twin Fiddle divisions are open to all ages and all
bowed and plucked stringed instruments. Rules, online
registration, and contact information can be found on
our website www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org/Fid-
dleContest. For contestants who don’t bring their own
back-up accompanist, we are fortunate to have Tom
Weisgerber on guitar.

At the show you’ll hear first from each of our
three judges: Mary LaPlant, Sara Alexander and John
Wallace. Contestants will each play a waltz, a hoe-
down, and a tune of choice, except for Twin Fiddlers
who only need to play a tune of choice. We are excited
that two former state champions will be returning to
the stage this year. The show is open to the public for
a modest fee of $10.

These activities are made possible in part by the
voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Arrow-
head Regional Arts Council, thanks to appropriations
from the Minnesota State Legislature’s general and
arts and cultural heritage funds, and in part by a grant
from Minnesota State Fiddlers Association.

Blueberry/Art Festival

ELY- Planning for the Blue-
berry/Art Festival began in January

and will soon come to fruition with |

more than 200 art, craft, and food
vendors in Ely’s Whiteside Park.
The festival begins on Friday, July
28 at 9 a.m. and ends Sunday, July
30 at4 p.m.

Event Organizer Kristen Swita-

jewski spent hundreds of hours
planning the event layout featuring
many of the favorite vendors, plus
at least 40 new ones. The festival is
a juried show, so each new appli-
cant is reviewed by a panel of area
artists and crafters before receiving
an invitation to participate in the
festival. On Friday, which is open-
ing morning of the festival, jurors
judge both artists and crafters and
award the top three winners in both
categories.

“We are excited to have a very
diverse group of artists and crafters;
there is something for everyone,”
said Kristen. “We have Shawn
Bina of Guld of the Gilded Hilt,
who does hand-crafted fanta-
sy swords; Brian and Jill Siegel
from Mystic Sparrow, who create
wonderful gemstones, jewelry, and
paintings; Katie Bromme with her
wonderful watercolors inspired by
the Minnesota landscape; Fredrick’s
Forest who features wood crafts,
and many more. Wade Pharr from
Pharr Thrown Pottery is offering
pottery wheel demonstrations and

FESTIVAL FUN

run

s July 28-30

¥

The Ely Chamber of Commerce Blueberry/Art Festival held at

Whiteside Park offers something for everyone. File photo

selling his work in the park during
the festival.”

“Our food court is filled with
many vendors offering tasty treats,
including turkey legs, fresh sea-
food, corn dogs, brats, cheese
curds, authentic Mexican food,
BBQ, waffles, funnel cakes, orien-
tal food, and frozen yogurt. The
Ely Kiwanis are in the pavilion
serving their delicious blueberry
pies, ice cream, and sandwiches.
The beer tent is back this year with
proceeds going to support the Ely
Fire Department. There is some-
thing for everyone.”

Pengal’s Basswood Trading
will have the annual must-have

Blueberry/Art Festival t-shirts and
sweatshirts.

The fourth annual “Operation
Blueberry” event kicks off on
Thursday, July 27. Fifteen business-
es all around town are offering a
variety of mini-events. A map and
list of participating businesses will
be available on the Ely Chamber
of Commerce social media pages,
the Ely.org website, at the Chamber
office, as well as the Chamber festi-
val booth. The Chamber booth will
also have the coveted “Blueberry
List” featuring blueberry art, crafts,
food, and many other items offered
by vendors at the festival.

Upcoming concert

SUPPORTING VETERANS
benefits mural project

ELY - The public is
invited to participate in a
locally organized project
to support the creation of
a healing-themed mural
at Veterans on the Lake
Resort in Ely. Annie Hum-
phrey, Story Portage, the
23rd Veteran, and White
Pine Productions, have
teamed up to create the
mural. The theme for the
mural is healing for vet-
erans, their families, and
anyone who visits the site
on Fall Lake outside of
Ely.

Local organizers and
musicians are hosting the
Veterans Healing Benefit
Concert with a suggest-
ed donation of $10-$15.
The concert is scheduled
for Friday, July 28 from

I\}

Artist Annie Humphrey

6-9:30 p.m. Performers
include: Annie Humphrey,
Chickadee-dee-dee, Jef
Cierniak + Andy Messer-
schmidt and features read-
ings by Ely Street Poet
Tim Stouffer and presen-

tations by the 23rd Veteran

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Blueberry Art
Festival

JULY 28TH TO 30TH

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY 10-4

WHITESIDE PARK, ELY MN

Artists | Crafters | Food Court
Beer Tent | Blueberry Pie

OPERATION BLUEBERRY: JULY 27TH TO 30TH

Area businesses are offering a variety of events, from
sales to book signings. List available at ELY.ORG.

Organization. Area veter-
ans and civilian allies are
encouraged to attend the
concert which is taking
place outside at Hidden
Valley Ski Chalet. In case
of rain the event will be
moved inside.

In addition to live mu-
sic, poetry readings and
presentations, there will
be yard games, face paint-
ing for the kids, and the
wood-fire pizza truck will
be available to purchase
dinner. Proceeds from the
event go directly to sup-
port the artists develop-
ing the mural. “This is the
first collaboration between
three groups supporting
healing programs for vet-
erans and their families,
and we hope it’s not the
last." says Jeanette Cox,
founder of Story Portage.

For those who want
to be more involved, the
group is inviting the pub-
lic to participate in the
painting of the healing
mural, scheduled for Sat-
urday, August 19 from 9
a.m. and 2 p.m. There will
be a potluck luncheon to
honor veterans the same

day at noon. Participants
will be included in a doc-
umentary produced by Ja-
cob White of White Pine
Productions.

Roughly 22 veterans
per day commit suicide,
and the work of the 23rd
Veteran and this self-orga-
nized group of supporters
is to raise awareness about
the struggles of veterans
and their families and to
actively work to support
veterans through the heal-
ing process.

Under the guidance
of artist Annie Humphrey,
this collaborative proj-
ect is partially funded by
The Minnesota State Arts
Board, Essentia Health
Foundation, and Lake
Country Power. If inter-
ested in participating in
future programs in 2024
or you would like to make
a donation to ongoing vet-
erans programs, please
contact Story Portage, PO
Box 286, Ely, MN 55731.
To RSVP for the concert,
visit us on Facebook by
searching Veterans Mural
Concert.

9PEN

7AM - 9PM  WED - SUN
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER
PATIO & INDOOR SEATING AVMLABLE

218.753.7804

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED.
DINE-IN OR TAKE-0UT

1450 BOIS FORTE RD;
TOWER, MN

FANTASTIC FOOD,
WNg & SPIRITS ‘

OPEN THROUGH OCTOBER 7TH

‘ ; ® AT FORTUNE BAY

| DATE NIGHT ON THE LINKS

Lzl

Every Sunday After 4PM
~ $82 ~
9 HOLES & A CART FOR 2,
2 BEVERAGES &
GHOICE OF 1 RPPETIZER

CALL THE PRO SHOP TO BOOK!

218.753.8917

THROUGH AUGUST 27TH
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
REGIONAL— The

international commodities
trader Glencore may soon
assume full ownership
of PolyMet Mining, for
about $73 million in cash.
The massive Swiss-based
company, which has faced
a raft of criminal charges
in recent years for its ag-
gressive tactics in acquir-
ing mineral assets, had
already controlled about
82 percent of PolyMet’s
stock.

Under their latest ten-
der offer, Glencore will
pay $2.11 a share for the
remaining 17.8 percent of
PolyMet stock. A special
committee of PolyMet’s
board of directors unan-

imously approved the
offer, according to an an-
nouncement made Mon-
day. Approval by the full
board is expected at a later
date.

The offer was well
above the value pegged
in recent market trading
for PolyMet stock, which
had been selling for a rock
bottom 79-cents a share
as of June 30. Glencore’s
offer sent the stock sharp-
ly higher. It was trading
at $2.08 per share as of
Tuesday of this week.

Final approval of the
acquisition won’t happen
immediately. According
to a press statement issued
by PolyMet, the agree-
ment will be fully consum-
mated upon satisfaction
of board and shareholder
approval, court approv-

GREENWOOD

MINING

Glencore a step closer to full ownership of PolyMet

al, and certain customary
closing conditions. “The
transaction is  expect-
ed to close shortly after
the shareholder meeting,
which is expected to occur
in the late third quarter or
early fourth quarter, stated
the announcement.
Glencore’s  decision
to acquire PolyMet in its
entirety comes as the pro-
posed copper-nickel min-
ing venture is facing ma-
jor challenges, including
the recent withdrawal of
its Section 404 wetlands
permit by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The
company had appeared all
but ready to go in 2018,
with most of its major
permits in hand, but suc-
cessful legal challenges
by environmental groups
and the Fond du Lac Band

Greenwood to return Isle of Pines
bridge fund to road association

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD
TWP- The Greenwood
Town Board, at their
July 11 meeting, voted to
close out the Isle of Pines
Bridge Fund, and return
the $31,166 to the Isle of
Pines Road Association,
a nonprofit that main-
tains the road that rings
the island. The money
came from an assessment
on island residents back
in 1984, and was part of
the local match for the
bridge replacement proj-
ect, which was mostly
funded with federal mon-
ies. The local assessment
was used to pay for work
on the road approaches to
the bridge, and other items
not covered by the federal
grant. The unspent por-
tion of the assessment has
been sitting in a special
township fund, reserved
for future bridge mainte-
nance.

Isle of Pines resident
Lee Peterson said he had

been researching the is-
sue, and discovered that
St. Louis County owns the
bridge, and that any future
maintenance costs would
be covered by the county.
The county does regular
inspections of the bridge,
and has been doing any
minor repairs as needed.
“I was told by county
officials that the county

SABSTATERUANNINGIGLASS

Attorney Kelly Klun will walk you through
the basics of developing a Will, setting up a
Trust and the effect of other legal documents.

has no claim on the mon-
ey in the bridge fund,” he
said.

The board approved
terminating the bridge
fund, pending review by
the township attorney.

See BRIDGE...pg. 5

Ensure your assets, property and loved ones
are taken care of.

Thursday, July 27 ¢ 5-6 PM

Ely Public Library « 224 E Chapman St, Ely
Register by calling 218-365-3221
(Registration requested, not required)

Ely, MN 55731

. KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results
1 E. Chapman St + P.0. Box 240

218-365-3221

www.klunlaw.com

have left most of its per-
mits, including its state-is-
sued permit to mine, in
legal limbo.

Among the criticisms
leveled against state and

venture. That criticism is
almost certain to inten-
sify assuming PolyMet
becomes a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Glencore.

federal regulators is that
the permits they issued did
not name Glencore as a
responsible party, despite
the company’s majority
ownership of the mining

. BAF(LB offers:
' i_ VRB offers:

Barb Hegg

Associate Broker, GRI
barb@vermilionland.com

Office: 218-666-6183 - Home Office:

“Barb was very professional and
attentive;
her to anyone.” client

se An Agent Who's...

ARBls A Full-time agent S

==

VERMILION

LAND OFFICE

218-666-0144
Mobile: 218-742-2369

we’d recommend

Virtual tours SR

Advice on staging g

},EARB does: Advertising on social medla *»;:,.:..,
and in national magazines SV
e = iy T o 0
Member of the Range MLS, LSAR MLS [E =
(Lake Superior area), and Northstar MLS o i
(Mpls/St. Paul area) MLS I8

CONTACT BARB

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
218-742-2369 or

barb@vermilionland.com

for a

PO Box 518, 210 S. Highway 53, Cook, MN 55723

REAL ESTATE

RE/MA x

)\

RE/MAX

Lake Country

we 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

MLS#143950

MLS#143084

Britt-$149,500 15+ acre building site. Wooded
with ponds and adjoins state and federal lands.

Buyck-$40,000 40 acres on the Shuster Rd.
Nice rolling elevation on south part of property.

Crane Lake-$269,000 This 40-acre boat-access
property with 1,440 ft of gradual sloping shoreline
is located on Crane Lake right before entering
Rollick Creek (Snake Creek). MLS#145305
Buyck-$59,500 14.9 acres on the Niles Bay
Forest Rd with views of Lake Vermilion. Property
has driveway and gravel pit. MLS#144570

Rainy Lake-$102,000 Handyman'’s Special!
2-story, 3 BR, 1 BA, 840 sq ft cabin on almost half-
acre lot. Main floor of cabin was flooded during
spring of 2022. Cabin is being sold “AS-IS” and is
in need of lots of main floor TLC. MLS#144736

SELLS MORE

REAL ESTATE THAR

RE/MAX

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

A 'VERMILION

LANIID COFFICE

* Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower ¢ Virginia

nnnnnnnnnnn

-6 NEA 5 WE NEED LISTINGS!

Contact us for a free
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

EMBARRASS 2 BR log cabin with open-floor plan
on 120 acres. Property has trails throughout, is
close to snowmobile/ATV trails, and is surrounded
by state land. MLS#145184 $345,000

LAKE VERMILION Ever thought about owning
your own island? Here is your chance.1 BR fully
furnished cabin on 2.7 acre island with 1,570 ft of
lakeshore. Includes covered boat-shelter, storage
shed, and on-shore boathouse with rail system.
MLS#145220 $600,000
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Chickens in town

Tower’s proposed new ordinance
may be going a bit overboard

When it comes to ordinanc-
es, few communities seek to re-
invent the wheel. Most adopt
ordinances based on the work
done by others, with only mi-
nor modifications. That could
be how Tower’s proposed new
chicken ordinance came to in-
clude, among a number of hu-
morous items, a prohibition on
accumulated fecal matter in any
chicken coop in the city.

These are chickens, re-
member. For those who don’t
know, they poop over every-
thing. It comes out wet and
thick, in different colors, and
in impressively large quantities
24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Our best guess is, a loose
definition of “accumulated” is
in order or there will be viola-
tions in every chicken coop in
town.

It’s the same with the re-
quirement that chickens be giv-
en access to clean water at all
times. Yes, at all times. As pre-
viously noted, chickens poop
everywhere, and their water
dish seems to be one of their
favorite destinations for said
poop. We swear, chickens can
turn a bowl of fresh water into
a mudpie inside of ten minutes.
How about an ordinance that
requires providing chickens
with clean water twice a day?
After that, they’re on their own
to keep it clean? Seems like the
chickens should have at least
some responsibility for their
own care. Otherwise, it would
take a full-time chicken maid
to meet the new rules in Tow-
er. We thought chicken maids
were pretty much limited to
California.

The proposed new ordi-
nance, at least at present, also
prohibits the “harvesting or
butchering” of chickens, which
seems remarkably overly pro-
tective for a place like Tower.
This isn’t Santa Barbara, after
all. People shoot and drag deer
within the city limits of Tower
during the annual special sea-
son and butchering of same
takes place in half the garages
in town come the regular fire-
arms season. But as currently
written, if you want to kill and
butcher that rooster, you can’t
do it in Tower. You’ll have to
take it to Soudan to do the deed.
They’re rough and tumble over
there and can handle the occa-
sional headless chicken flop-
ping in the street.

And, of course, if you’re
one of the latest residents to get
chickens in Tower (we can’t say
“one of the first,” since people
have been keeping black mar-
ket chickens in town for a while
now), you’d better not bring
them by the Timberjay office

to show them off, or get their
mugs in the next edition. The
city’s new ordinance also pro-
hibits anyone younger than five
and older than 65 from coming
in contact with chicks. Yep,
didn’t see that one coming,
either. With the youngest ed-
itor at the Timberjay currently
clocking in at age 62, it’s prob-
ably best to keep any chickens
well away from us. We’re frail
old folks, according to the city
of Tower, who might be felled
by one of those chicken flus.

And before you even think
of getting chickens in Tower,
it would be best to go back to
school for that engineering de-
gree you’ve always dreamed
about. The description of the
construction of a code-compli-
ant chicken coop looks like it
was written by SEH. The coop
should be elevated but not too
high— it must not exceed seven
feet from ground to roof peak.
And you must have a minimum
of four-square feet per chicken
within a maximum coop size
of 30 square feet, or six square
feet per chicken. The coop must
have also at least one square
foot of window space, covered
with half-inch hardware cloth
for each 15 feet of floor space.
It’s kind of like one of those
word problems we all used to
get in high school math.

The city is also naturally
very concerned that their res-
idents’ coops appear well-de-
signed and aesthetically pleas-
ing. All walls of the coop shall
be built of the same materials,
in one color, preferably a fash-
ionable hue. No coops built of
wood scraps, please.

Windows and trim are to
be made of the same material,
in one color. Roofing should
also be of one color and prefer-
ably shingles or perhaps cedar
shakes, which could look ab-
solutely fabulous with the right
accents. If you want to go with
metal roofing, you’ll need spe-
cial permission, which should
go without saying.

And, finally, there is the
city’s concern about snakes,
which comes up more than
once in this remarkable ordi-
nance. Here in the North Coun-
try, we have garter snakes and
the tiny, rarely seen red-bellied
snake, which max out at about
12 inches long and don’t even
have teeth. Neither poses a risk
to chickens. If a garter snake
ever found its way into a chick-
en coop, it would be the one in
trouble. It would be lucky to
escape the pecking hens and
the accumulating fecal mat-
ter. Chickens can be a rough
crowd, after all.

THEY RE
COMBINING THE
WEATHER AND
ECONOMIC REPIRG
TONGHT,

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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Letters from Readers

Stauber needs to go

Once again Pete Stauber
showed his true colors. He
was one of 70 Republicans to
vote to abandon Ukraine and
allow Putin to conquer a free
European country for the first
time since Hitler invaded Po-
land. He did so despite the
unspeakable war crimes be-
ing perpetrated on Ukrainian
women, children and the el-
derly. Then, he abandoned our
military by voting for amend-
ments that will kill funding for
our soldiers and sailors, just so
he and his radical buddies can
control our private lives. He
hurt the people who sacrifice
for the freedoms we enjoy so
that he can take those free-
doms away from us.

These are the damaging
things he does and stands for.
It is no wonder that he takes
credit for road and building
projects he voted against and
tried to stop. Taking credit
for the work of others and ly-
ing about delivering benefits
he didn’t deliver is the only
way to cover for his shameless
and extreme actions. Thank
goodness that Jen Schultz is
running for Congress with a
record of actually supporting
constituents and getting things
done. It is past time for Pete
to go.

Kelly Dahl

Cook

Stauber aligning
himself with

radicals

Rep. Pete Stauber now
supports a bill to withdraw all
military aid from the Ukraine,
despite previously ardently
supporting vital U.S. and al-
lied military assistance, claim-
ing lack of transparency where
none has been reported. He is
in the process of aligning him-
self with two of the most out-
rageously corrupt and radical
representatives in Congress,
Ms. Greene and Mr. Gaetz. It
seems Mr. Stauber is the one
who lacks clarity. Sadly, I be-

lieve Mr. Stauber is once again
acting without moral compass,
failing to represent the present
concerns or future interests of
northern Minnesota.

Dan Iverson

Jeanie Crawford

Winton

What will visitors
think of our

community?

The 4th of July parade in
Ely was to be a celebration of
the passage of the Declaration
of Independence. A celebra-
tion of our country and our
democracy. Free speech is
part of living in a democracy.
Unfortunately, some residents
exercised their right to free
speech by depriving the rest of
the community of their free-
dom to enjoy the day as it was
intended. The “F*%$ Biden”
flag hung next to the city park
was not only a disrespectful
use of our nation’s flag, it was
also disrespectful to the office
of the presidency of the Unit-
ed States, regardless of one’s
political affiliation.

Yet that was not the only
ugliness displayed to fami-
lies and to children. On Camp
Street between 4th and 5th
Avenues, near the Catholic
Church no less, there was a
huge black tarp with “F*%&
Biden” written in large red
letters hanging from trees
in front of a residence. As I
drove past, a man on a mo-
torcycle coming from the
opposite direction gave “the
finger” to the sky and yelled
“F*%& Biden.” Those sitting
at a table on the sign-owner’s
lawn laughed and cheered. All
while families were walking to
their vehicles with their chil-
dren after the parade. Shocked
and dismayed, I could only
think about how families vis-
iting our area would feel about
Ely. Whether they would ever
consider living here or visiting
again after seeing such crude
and bizarre displays?

Carla Arneson

Ely

The Old Settlers
thank you for an-

other great event

Thank you for the out-
pouring of support that made
Saturday’s 109th Old Settlers
celebration a success. Our in-
creased attendance and empty
booyah pots were testaments
to the interest to keep alive the
rich history of the Vermilion
Range. A few key thanks: To
the Township of Breitung for
their event sponsorship and
dedicated staff at beautiful
McKinley Park— the only lo-
cation where Old Settler’s has
been held since 1914. To Zup’s
in Tower and Ely for their sup-
plies and potato peeler! And
to the Timberjay for continued
publicity. Our dedicated board
and volunteers plan the logis-
tics, collect prizes, peel vege-
tables, cook the booyah, and
cheerfully serve our grateful
guests. Put the third Saturday
in July 2024 on your calendars
for the 110th annual Old Set-
tlers.

Eric Norberg

Tower

Obscene flag
wavers should be

ashamed

This letter is not about
politics. It is about respect,
manners, preserving the inno-
cence of children, and teach-
ing them to be good citizens
and decent human beings.

I would have been as
disgusted with a sign say-
ing “F*@K Trump” as I was
with the sign that said “F*@K
Biden” that was proudly dis-
played facing the park on July
4, when the park was full of
children.

To the people at 26 S 8th
Ave. E, your mothers should
wash your mouths out with
soap.

Shame on you.

Kate Furness

Ely

COLUMNIST

Are we ready to quit whistling past the graveyard?

Remember back a few
weeks when we were living
under gloomy skies for days in
a row with itchy eyes, a runny
nose, even some shortness of
breath? If you had asthma or

few weeks, it had seemed that
our air quality had improved. I
enjoyed working in my garden,
catching up on some outdoor
projects, and basking in what
felt like a normal sunny summer

another lung condition,
you might have had se-
rious trouble breathing,
perhaps wondering if
you should visit a hos-
pital. Well, many did!
We were wonder-
ing when those distress-
ing conditions would
end. And, as news
reports continued to

day in July.

But that wel-
come break from
thick smoke-filled
air has been in-
terrupted  again
by more air qual-
ity alerts! It’s an

especially  “bad
5. day” when our
usual clear blue

come in, we questioned
whether this would
be our “new normal”.
Happily, for the past

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

skies are instead
a heavy grey with
the scent of camp-
fire smoke, mixed

with a hint of creepy chemicals.
Canada remains on fire. By a re-
cent account, there are over 900
fires burning, with 25 million
acres already destroyed in the
first six months of 2023.

We’ve been instructed to
bring out the N95 masks again
after storing them away when the
worst threats from COVID-19
subsided. Now, whenever the
Air Quality Index (AQI) reach-
es PM 2.5, we’re advised to stay
indoors with air conditioning
or an air purifier equipped with
HEPA filters. These precautions
are targeted for children, the
elderly, and people with lung
conditions and compromised
immune systems — all of whom
are especially vulnerable. Just

when we thought our days of
hunkering indoors were behind
us, here we go again. Only this
time, the threat isn’t a virus. It’s
toxic air-borne pollutants.

The Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency just issued an-
other AQI alert for the 27th time
this year. PM 2.5 is the number
indicating when air pollution
has reached a level that endan-
gers public health and triggers
the alert. Breathing a “toxic
soup” of chemicals, microscop-
ic particles, and a low-level
ozone that is emitted from our
vehicles’ tailpipes, is known to
exacerbate existing health con-
ditions and even create new
ones. So, the alerts!

Air pollution enters our

lungs when we breathe and
hitches a ride on oxygen mole-
cules traveling throughout our
bodies via our bloodstream.
Blood flows, destined for all
of our vital organs, providing
oxygen and nutrients and, on
“bad days”, harmful fumes and
particulates. The smoke from
uncontrolled forest fires, some
over 1,000 miles away, can
cause an array of serious ill-
nesses including cancers, heart
attack and stroke.

The rapid rise in the num-
ber of AQI alerts has finally got-
ten the attention of mainstream
news outlets. After decades of

See FIRES...pg. 5
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Expanding access to broadband for rural residents

In 2023, you can’t
fully participate in our
economy if you can’t get
online. That’s why

their cars at McDonald’s
to read x-rays because
they don’t have reliable

internet at

I introduced a bill
in 2020 to deliver
high-speed internet
to every zip code
in America. It was
ultimately  includ-
ed in the Bipartisan

home.
While
Minneso-
ta ranks
first in the
country
for internet

Infrastructure Law access ac-
and we just learned cording to
i | S, SE MY L3 o
a  game-changing U Reports,
grant of more than data from
$650 million for the  U.S.

broadband projects over
the next five years.
Broadband is critical
to access everything from
education to health care
to economic opportunity.
Just ask the high school
student who had to drive
40 minutes from home to
a liquor store parking lot
to take her online biolo-
gy quizzes, or the rural
doctors who have to sit in

BRIDGE...Continued from page 3

Fire department

Fire Chief Jeff Maus
reported that the depart-
ment is still looking at
options for replacing the
leaking cistern inside the
fire hall that is used to fill
the tenders. The existing
cistern is 43 years old and
rusting. Many of the tanks
available are too large to
fit into the existing space,
so they are looking at hav-
ing a custom tank built,
or possibly finding other
options. The current tank
holds 3,000 gallons and
Maus said a new tank
would need to hold at
least 2,300 gallons.

The department re-
sponded to 14 fire pag-
es and 18 EMS calls last
month, and is continuing
to do twice-monthly train-
ings, including some joint
trainings with the Tower
Fire Department. First Re-
sponders are doing addi-

FIRES...Continued from page 4

living in ignorance or de-
nial, mounting scientific
data now irrefutably link
this public health crisis
(and a variety of other en-
vironmental catastrophes
such as floods, excessive
heat, drought and yes,
wild fires) to human-in-
duced climate change.

Researchers from
around the world, repre-
senting various scientific
fields, agree that recent
record-breaking  events
prove beyond a doubt that
global warming is real,
accelerating, and likely to
worsen unless we human
earthlings make a radical
shift in the way we are
living!

Rising  atmospheric
temperatures and chang-
ing rain patterns have
weakened North Ameri-
ca’s boreal forests, mak-
ing them more susceptible
to generalized drought
stress, insect infestations,
and die-off. This leads to

Department of Commerce
shows that nearly 136,000
homes and small busi-
nesses in Minnesota are
still completely unserved.
For example, in Murray
County, more than 40 per-
cent of households don’t
have dependable access,
and in Pine County, more
than half of households
don’t have broadband
at high enough speeds.

Now, because of this law,
we have new resources
to deliver broadband to
people in every corner of
our state. Importantly, the
legislation has a clawback
provision in it, so if the
providers don’t use the
money like they’re sup-
posed to, the state will be
able to get it back to give
to someone else who is
ready to do the work.
Broadband expan-
sion will have a huge
impact, especially in our
rural communities. There
are younger Minneso-
tans who will be able to
start their careers in their
hometowns. There are
small businesses that will
be in a better position to
compete with a full set of
digital tools at their fin-
gertips. There are farmers
who will be able to use
precision agriculture tech-
nology to increase their
crop yields.
Now that we have se-

cured this federal invest-
ment, I am going to work
every day to make sure it
gets out the door and into
the communities that need
it most. This funding is for

all of the workers, farm-
ers, and business owners
who want the best possi-
ble shot at success in the
21st century economy.

Letters from Readers

Sober house
would be a

worthy addition

In response to the
proposed sober house in
Soudan, I am so proud to
have been part of the Tow-
er-Soudan community for
10 years. I witnessed such
strong feelings of local
pride and love in many
of the residents, people
who are willing to invest
time and energy protect-
ing and preserving local
buildings, history and ar-
tifacts. Examples of that
devotion are Mary Bati-

nich’s efforts to save and
honor St. Mary’s Church
by converting it to the
Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center and the old Sou-
dan Hospital into a com-
fy inn. It sounds like the
sale of the inn could be
the development of a so-
ber house. What a worthy
addition this would be to
the community. [ am in
awe of the ambition and
adaptability of the Tow-
er-Soudan community.

Feeling the pride.

Ann Flanagan

St. Paul

Your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can sub-
mit letters by mail at
PO Box 636, Tower,
MN 55790, or email
letters to marshall@
timberjay.com.

We ask that letters be
limited to 300 words.

Letters are subject to
editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Letters are a great way
to offer your input to
the Timberjay’s edito-
rial page. We want to
know what you think!

tional training so they can
administer some drugs
on scene, such as aspirin,
glucagon, and epi-pens.

The board agreed to
purchase a new battery
for the LUCAS automatic
CPR device. The current
battery is about 10 years
old. A new battery will
cost around $850.

The fire department
roster still stands at sev-
en members. The depart-
ment does have automatic
mutual aid with both the
Tower and Breitung de-
partments.

Pickleball

The board discussed
the growing popularity of
pickleball in the township
and the idea of private-
ly raising funds to build
a stand-alone pickleball
court.

“There are sometimes
as many as 20 people

playing,” said Supervisor
Barb Lofquist.

“Everyone wants to
play in the mornings,”
said  Supervisor Rick
Stoehr.

Lee Anderson, one
of the pickleball players,
said he would talk to other
players about the idea of
raising funds for a second
court, just for pickleball.
Currently, players make
use of the township tennis
courts for pickleball.

“The list of players is
phenomenal,” Anderson
said. “There aren’t oth-
er places around to play,
even in Cook.”

Other business

In other business the
board:

» Approved hiring
A-Z Property Manage-
ment to mow and trim at
the town hall grounds, at
a cost of $250 per time.

Mowing will only occur if
the grass is two inches or
taller.

> Approved hiring
TNT Sealers to do black-
top crack sealing and pot-
hole repair on Twp. Rd.
4136 (Birch Point Exten-
sion) at a cost of $4,000.
“This is basically just a
band-aid until the road is
redone,” said Supervisor
Paul Skubic. “There are
not a lot of options. I think
this estimate is more than
fair.” Supervisors Barb
Lofquist and John Bass-
ing both abstained since
they own property on the
road in question.

> Will advertise for
propane and snowplowing
at the town hall, and will
also be looking for quotes
for plowing of Rd. 4136 if
the county will not agree
to continue plowing.

» Will advertise for
someone to do cleaning

at the town hall, approx-
imately two hours per
week.

» Passed a motion to
send a letter to St. Lou-
is County Public Works
to see if they would con-
tinue to plow Rd. 4136
if the township signs a
hold-harmless agreement
for any damage the plow
does to the aging pave-
ment.

» Will ask residents
on Rd. 4136 to brush road-
sides along their property.
Resident Lee Anderson
said he could work with
the township to help speak
with property owners.
“We can get together with
those property owners and
show what needs to be
done,” Anderson said.

» Passed a motion to
retain the $50 deposit on
a town hall rental because
the areas were not left in
clean condition. They also

passed a motion to accept
volunteer work done by
Mary Bassing to clean up
after aforesaid rental.

» Passed a motion to
increase the deposit for
use of the town hall or pa-
vilion to $200.

» A motion by
Lofquist to purchase a
lockbox for the key for
the recreation shed, to al-
low for easier use of the
equipment, failed for lack
of a second. Supervisor
Rick Stoehr said his num-
ber is posted on the shed,
and people can call him
to have the shed unlocked
since he is only a few min-
utes away from the town
hall. Keys are also avail-
able from the clerk if the
office is open.

quickened ignitions from
lightning strikes, acts of
human carelessness, and
accidental sources like
railroad sparks. And these
fires spread quickly, at
rates beyond our capacity
to put them out. A Cana-
dian interagency fire cen-
ter reported recently that
over 3,056 fires had been
counted so far this year —
a ten-fold increase when
compared to the average
during the first half of the
prior 10 years.

If that isn’t worrisome
enough, scientists predict
a 150-percent increase
in forest fires by 2050.
The effect on Earth’s at-
mosphere is staggering.
Forest fires in the U.S. in
2021 alone, emitted nearly
two billion tons of carbon
dioxide (CO2) into the
atmosphere — approxi-
mately 23 percent of all
the carbon emissions that
year from wildfires world-
wide. And there are no

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY for
Free Internet if you
receive Medicaid,
SNAP, WIC,

Housing Assistance,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline and Tribal.

mMaxsip

CONNECTS

CALL TODAY (866) 433-5324

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/ affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-fag

signs of it letting up.

Despite these fore-
boding reports, including
our approaching what’s
known as the “tipping
point” (when it will be too
late to reverse these pat-
terns), much of the science
also states that we are not
there yet. There are things
we can do that could shift
our current direction away
from disaster. So, what
are those things? Here are
a few suggestions.

Start with the things
you already know. Reuse,
recycle, and conserve.
Foster earth-friendly
thinking with your kids.
Caring about our planet
can be fun and something
to be proud of. We alone
may not be able to save
the entire planet, but we
can help take care of our
own neighborhood. And
let’s not forget that caring
is contagious.

The earth’s
rivers,

lakes,
forests,

oceans,

people, plants, animals,
and its atmosphere are all
struggling. Some are bare-
ly surviving. Some have
already disappeared. It’s
hard for us to slow down
and really notice. It takes
courage to feel the fear
and sorrow that hover just
below the surface at times
like this. But climate con-
ditions are telling us our
survival depends on our
noticing.

We’ve been whistling
past the graveyard for a
long time. If we identify
the things we’ve already
lost, and realize how
much those things really
meant to us, our grief can
be our motivator and our
guide. To make it, we only
need to agree that a livable
future is worth our waking
up and working together!
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Aug. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Training meetings on the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Citywide garage
sales planned for

July 29
TOWER-SOUDAN:-
Tower-Soudan  Citywide
Garage Sales will be held
on Saturday, July 29 from
8 a.m. — 5 p.m. Locations
will be available on a fly-
er at Zup’s Grocery. To
get your address listed,
please contact Sarah Peit-
so or Joyce Swanson on
Facebook by Friday, July
21. Updates also are being
posted in the “What’s Up
Tower” Facebook group.

Free community
meal at Inmanuel
Lutheran on

Wednesday, July 26
TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church is hosting
their monthly free commu-
nity meal on Wednesday,
July 26 from 4:30 — 6:30
p.m., or until the food is
all gone. The meal this
month is tacos and all the
fixings. Eat-in or take-outs
are available. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

Austin Landgren

graduates from CLC

REGIONAL- Austin
Landgren, of Tower, has
graduated with honors
from Central Lakes Col-
lege, Brainerd and Staples,
with a Diploma of Occupa-
tional Proficiency, Heavy
Equipment Operation and
Maintenance.

Honors students
earned a 3.25-3.74 GPA.

Central Lakes College
is a comprehensive com-
munity and technical col-
lege in the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities
System.

Jackie Syver
graduates with
honors from

St. Cloud State

ST. CLOUD- Jackie
Syver, of Tower, graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of Arts,
Film Studies, Magna Cum
Laude from St. Cloud State
University this spring.

St. Cloud State Uni-
versity is Minnesota’s
second-largest university,
with more than 10,000 stu-
dents.

TOWER-SOUDAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pine Island summer resident to talk about summers at the lake on July 27

TOWER-The Tower-Soudan
Historical Society is excited to
announce their popular “History
Talks on Main Street” series, fea-
turing a captivating story about
the cherished summers spent on
Pine Island in Lake Vermilion.
As an integral part of the Tow-
er-Soudan-Lake Vermilion com-
munity’s history, the stories of
the individuals who spent their
summers on the lake’s islands are
essential to understanding the ar-
ea’s heritage.

Mary Rosenberger St. Onge,
author of the memoir “The For-
ever Days—A Memoir About
Healing and a Lifetime of Sum-
mers at the Lake”, will be the
presenter. She will discuss her
book, engage in a Q&A session,
and have book copies available
for sale and to sign.

The History Talk will take
place on Thursday, July 27 at 4
p.m. inside the Coach Car 81, lo-
cated at the Tower Train Depot.
To support the valuable work
carried out by the Tower-Soudan
Historical Society and facilitate
the filming of the presentation,
there will be an admission fee of
$5.

Minnesota owes much of
its early tourism development
and access to Lake Vermilion’s

Mary St. Onge

unique resort identity to the con-
venient transport provided by
the railway and the Tower Train
Depot Passenger Station. Pri-
or to the advent of the railroad,
exploration of the lake’s 1,200-
plus miles of shoreline was pri-
marily accomplished by boat,
dating back to the era of the Na-
tive Americans. The building of
the railroad for Minnesota’s first
iron ore mine in Soudan in 1884
brought the miners and lumber-
jacks, and later their families,
to Tower. In the early 1900s, the
Duluth and Iron Range Railroad
began to promote travel and tour-
ism to the area.

Upon arrival at the Tower

train depot, visitors embarked on
a journey across Lake Vermilion.
They boarded steamboats at the
Tower Harbor, which transported
them directly to numerous resort
islands dotting the lake’s pristine
waters. Establishments such as
the Vermilion Boat and Outing
Company, known for its cabins
and boat services on Gold Island
and Isle of Pines, played a piv-
otal role in the area’s popularity.
The esteemed “Hotel Idlewild”
emerged as a prominent attrac-
tion in the mid-teens.

Lake Vermilion’s allure ex-
tended beyond Minnesota, draw-
ing tourists from the upper Mid-
west. Including Iowa, Nebraska
and Chicago. The area was cel-
ebrated for its abundant outdoor
activities, including boating, fish-
ing and hunting, while also offer-
ing respite from late summer al-
lergies and other health benefits.
It was unabashedly hailed as a
wilderness utopia, prompting the
construction of additional resorts
and private properties along the
lake’s shores.

Mary Rosenberger St. Onge,
a member of one of the families
who acquired property on Pine
Island during its early years,
vividly recounts her experience
in her memoir. Arriving in the

1950s, Mary shares the tale of
her family’s arrival at Gruben’s,
where they would stockpile sup-
plies before making their way
to the secluded east end of Pine
Island. At that time, the island
lacked basic amenities such as
electricity, phones, and running
water. With her father return-
ing to work in Iowa, Mary and
her brothers were granted the
freedom to roam and engage in
playful adventures with children
from neighboring families who
also spent their summers on the
island. Mary’s narrative is a de-
lightful journey through the care-
free joys of childhood, while also
shedding light on the challenges
her family encountered. Notably,
she shares a touching account
of her relationship with her son
as he transitions into adulthood,
showcasing the unifying power
of trust and communal bonds.

Nancy Larson, President of
the Tower-Soudan Historical So-
ciety, emphasizes that “The For-
ever Days” is not solely intended
for summer residents but for all
those who have cherished mo-
ments on Lake Vermilion.

Children’s Day on Friday,
July 21 at Tower Farmers

Market

TOWER-The Tower Farm-
ers Market Annual Children’s
Day will be on Friday, July 21,
from 4 - 6 p.m. at the Tower train
depot area. Steve Solkela is per-
forming with his accordion and
more. Come in costume, then
register to be eligible for a prize!

Art on the Lake set for

July 28-29

TOWER- Local artists are
sponsoring Art On The Lake.
A preview party and sale of the
artists’ work is Friday, July 28,
5:30-8:30 p.m., at the Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center in Tower.
Tickets are $30 at the door. Ap-
petizers and beverages will be
served.

The public art show and sale
is Saturday, July 29, 9 am. - 4
p.m. An artist will be conduct-
ing a demonstration of a painting
from the beginning at 10 a.m.
Proceeds from the sale will go
to the Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center building project.

52 chances to win cash

prizes with TSHS raffle
TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Historical Society has raffle
tickets for purchase at various
outlets in town. Purchase them
at UBetcha Antiques and at Pike
River Products, both on Tow-
er’s Main Street. Tickets will
be available to buy on Fridays in
July at the Tower Farmers Mar-

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

LVCC hostmg program with couple from Australia on Aug. 6

TOWER- The LVCC is
pleased to present a program
featuring two gifted educa-
tors from Australia at 4 p.m.
on Sunday, Aug. 6 followed
by an ice cream and pie so-
cial hosted by Shelby Vaske
and other LVCC board
members.

When Janny King, from
Grand Rapids, emigrated to
Australia more than 50 years
ago to teach, she vowed to
return to Minnesota every
year that she could to keep
touch with her home state.

She met and married
the delightful David Mun-
zberg, as they were both

high school principals and
worked together on many
projects. Each year they
have watched the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center
(LVCC) grow and blossom,
and have contributed mon-
ey, art, gifts, and this year
hosted several people from
the Lake Vermilion Cultur-
al Center who went Down
Under for a lovely week
hosted by the Munzbergs.
Janny’s work as a quilter, art-
ist, and ecologist have kept
her busy both in the Land of
Oz and elsewhere. David
has a thriving woodworking
business in Aldinga Beach,

Australia and is involved in
international woodworking
organizations. The LVCC is
happy to be the recipients of
their philanthropy on many
levels.

There is no charge for
the event, but a freewill of-
fering will be taken. Reser-
vations are not necessary.
However, if you plan on at-
tending, a note on the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center
website would be appreciat-
ed at vermilionculturalcen-
ter.org.
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ket from 4 to 6 p.m. You can
call Nancy at 218-750-7514 to
purchase tickets. Tickets are also
available from Tower-Soudan
Historical Society Board mem-
bers: Kathy Siskar, Louise Gate-
ly, Dick Peyla, Linda Haugen,
Dianna Sunsdahl, Nancy Larson
and Steve Majerle. Tickets will
be sold through July 31.

This is the first annual Char-
lemagne’s 52 Club Raffle, an
exciting fundraising event to
support the Historic Fire Hall
Restoration Project. By partici-
pating in this raffle, you not only
stand a chance to win fantastic
cash prizes, but also contribute
to the preservation of our local
history.

Only 300 raffle tickets will
be available for sale, exclusively
from July 1 to July 31. The price
of each ticket is $52, represent-
ing a nominal investment with
significant winning potential.

On Aug. 1, all 52 winning
raffle tickets will be drawn,
one for each week of the year.
Weekly winners will be noti-
fied, creating an air of suspense
and anticipation as cash prizes
are awarded throughout the year
until the final week of July 2024.
The lucky weekly winner will re-
ceive a prize of $100 during 49
weeks of the year, while three
fortunate winners will receive an
even larger prize of $250. Hold-
ers of raffle tickets have the op-
portunity to win multiple times,
as the ticket drawn is returned
to the ticket bin for subsequent
drawings.

Participants must be 18 years

Good to the last drop...

Five-year-old Kira Harmelink enjoyed her booyah right
from the ladle. It was her first-ever Old Settlers. Kira
and her family moved from Arizona to Tower just a
week ago. Her parents are Bob and Katrina (Berg)
Harmelink. Katrina grew up in rural Tower and graduat-
ed in 2005 from Tower-Soudan High School, but moved
to Arizona in 2006. Kira’s grandparents are Jim and Jill
Berg. More photos on page 12. submitted

of age or older to purchase tick-
ets or to be eligible for a prize.
Only cash or check are accept-
ed as payment, no credit cards.
Winners need not be present at
the time of the drawing to claim

N\

TOWER
| FARMERS

Fridays...
4-6 /M

at the Train Depot
in Tower

Thank You

‘We would like to thank the Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion
Events Board for making sure we had a Fourth of July parade
this year. The details for this production seem insurmountable,
but each year their dedicated volunteers get the job done. We
also want to thank this board for naming us this year's Grand
Marshals. It was an honor to be chosen. Special thanks go to
Dennis Larson for driving us in his 1964 Olds.

MaryBeth and Al Reller

their prize. The purchase price
of the raffle ticket is not tax-de-
ductible.

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950
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by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The latest musical of-
fering of the Northern Lakes Arts
Association (NLAA), “Songs for
a New World,” opened Thurs-
day, July 20. The musical was
the first work of the then-young
Jason Robert Brown, who went
on to win a Tony Award for his
work on “Parade” and two Tony
Awards for the musical version
of the “The Bridges of Madison
County.”

To split hairs, “Songs for
a New World” is not technical-
ly a musical and should perhaps
be classed as a “musical theater
work” like Bernstein’s “Mass,”
or a song cycle like “Carmina
Burana.” The collection of musi-
cal numbers in “Songs for a New
World” are connected and related
to one another, but the work does
not have the formal storyline ex-
pected of a musical.

The songs revolve around
the decision turning points of life
and death. Brown’s own descrip-
tion of the work was: “It’s about
one moment. It’s about hitting the
wall and having to make a choice,
or take a stand, or turn around and
go back.”

The original off-Broadway
production of “Songs for a New
World” had a cast of four. The Ely

MUSICAL THEATER

‘“Songs for a New World” opens in Ely

production uses all ten members
of the NLAA Broadway in the
Boundary Waters theater troupe.

In every song, the audience
meets someone who is at a turn-
ing point in life, at a moment
where everything changes, like
the woman in “Christmas Lulla-
by” who sings about discovering
she is about to become a mother,
or the soldier in “Flying Home”
who has died on the battlefield,
where his soul is going to heav-
en while his dead body is going
home to his grieving mother.

“Songs for a New World”
is popular with smaller theater
groups because it doesn’t re-
quire a large cast or a fancy set.
The score for “Songs for a New
World” is considered technical-
ly difficult. Brown’s score mixes
gospel, blues, jazz and pop styles,
and demands a high bar of musi-
cality from the performers.

The remaining performances
of the Ely production of “Songs
for a New World” will be on the
evenings of July 21, 22, 27, 28,
29, and 30, at 7 p.m. Sunday mat-
inee performances will be on July
23 and 30, at 2 p.m. The July 27
performance is on a “pay what
you can” basis. Tickets are avail-
able at northernlakearts.org or by
calling 218-235-9937.

The Timberjay visited rehearsal for “Songs for a New World”
on July 10. Above: The Broadway in the Boundary Waters
theater troupe rehearsing at the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater.
Below: Troupe member and Ely resident Karin Schmidt
directing music during rehearsal. photos by C. Clark

New Northern Lights Clubhouse

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY- The Northern Lights
Clubhouse has a new home at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church at 715 S.
Central Ave. The clubhouse is one
of the programs of the nonprofit
Well Being Development (WBD),
providing a friendly, inclusive
meeting place for Ely-area people
challenged with mental health and
addictions. The clubhouse works
in concert with the WBD care fa-
cilitator in collaboration with the
Ely Behavioral Health Network,
providing mental and behavioral
health resources and education for
Ely-area residents.

The clubhouse formerly used
the lower floor of the old bowling
alley building on Camp St. “We
had to move,” said Kap Wilkes,
executive director of WBD. “We
had a three-year lease (at the bowl-
ing alley) but it was not renewed at
the end of July.” Wilkes explained
that they needed to vacate because
the building is going into renova-
tion. The WBD offices are moving

to the Ely Area Community Foun-
dation building on Miners Drive.

“We were at St. Mary’s before
... I’s really a lovely spot,” Wilkes
told the Timberjay. WBD is rent-
ing the space at the church during
the week. In addition to the club-
house activities, Wilkes stated that
“we can also use the space to meet
with clients and other groups.”

The clubhouse is a friendly
non-judgmental place where its
members can “gather for shared
meals, learn together with activ-
ities like book club and presenta-
tions, make things together like
cooking, art, and gardening, and
develop friendships, hang-out in
nature, and participate in mind-
fulness activities together,” WBD
said in a statement about the move.

“We welcome people to join
us,” Wilkes stated, pointing out
that people can reach out to a
care facilitator at pathwaystowell-
nessmn.org. More information on
WBD programs and how to do-
nate to the nonprofit is available
at wellbeingdevelopment.org or
by calling 218-235-6104.

Clarification

After feedback from our read-
ers, the Timberjay wishes to clar-
ify a statement in last week’s arti-
cle on the plea bargain for Casey
Meadows, who ran down three
deer near the Ely Golf Course on
March 21.

According to Assistant Police
Chief Mick Lorenz, retired Ely
Police Chief John Saw dispatched

the three deer at the scene. Saw
found the deer still alive though
grievously wounded along the
side of the road. An Ely PD offi-
cer arrived at the scene immedi-
ately after Saw’s efforts to euth-
anize the deer. That officer found
one deer still alive and finished its
euthanisia.

Fatal Ely
accident

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- An Ely man died on
Monday, July 17, in a single-ve-
hicle collision on the 2100 block
of Grant McMahan Blvd./County
Rd. 88, in Morse Township. The
St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office,
assisted by Morse Fire and First
Responders, the Ely Police De-
partment, and the Lake County
Sheriff’s Office responded to the
accident at approximately 5:40
p.m.
The driver and sole occupant
of the vehicle was 27-year-old
William Orion Lloyd Fearn. He
was driving a 2004 Ford F150
pick-up truck traveling east-
bound. His vehicle went off the
road into a side ditch and struck
a power pole. The deceased was
pronounced dead at the scene of
the accident.

Fearn was a firefighter for
the Morse-Fall Lake Fire Depart-
ment. Ely Fire Chief David Mar-
shall spoke during the July 18 Ely
City Council meeting about the
loss of Fearn and the impact it has
had on the Morse-Fall Lake FD.
“It’s a nightmare when a public
safety organization must respond
to a fatality involving one of their
own,” the Chief said. “The Ely
and Babbitt Fire Departments
have stepped up and agreed to
take on calls while the (Morse-
Fall Lake Fire) Department deals
with (Fearn’s death).”

Elyite college

honors

MANKATO- Minneso-
ta State University-Mankato
announced its 2023 spring
academic honors on July 17,
naming Trevor Mattson of Ely
to its high honors list. To earn
high honors, students must
achieve a straight “A” average
of 4.0 while enrolled for 12 or
more credit hours.

RIVER FALLS, Wis.-
The University of Wiscon-
sin-River Falls announced its
list of those who graduated
at the end of spring semester
2023. Among those was Elyite
Josie Benko, who graduated
with a B.S. in criminology.

As of July 18, the
final numbers
for the 2023
Blueberry/Art
Festival are:

210 booths,
195 vendors, and
16 food and
beverage sellers in
the food and beer

tent.

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants
have an opportunity to
order lunch. For those
interested in being a
host, or who have a
speaker suggestion,
contact Lacey Squier by
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-
9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»July 25: Cam-
paign to Save the
Boundary Waters Up-
dates with Becky Rom
and Ingrid Lyons

»Aug. 1: Quantum
Human Design with Jai-
me Brennan

»Aug. 8: Meet New
Elyites

»Aug. 15: TBA

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=

days of drought then rain
more of heat with summer sun

weather change prevails

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Upcoming
Events

Ely Public Library

ELY- The spice for
July is mustard. The spice
for August is celery seed.

The library will host
the Bubble Wonders event
for all ages on Monday,
July 24, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
See the July 7 edition of
the Timberjay for more
details on the program.

The library scientists
group, for grades 5-7, will
meet on Thursday, July
27, 11 a.m.-noon. Partici-
pants will study mechan-
ics and trajectories by
making a working model
of a catapult. Preregister
for this program so the
library can order enough
supplies.

On Thursday, July 27,
attorney Kelly Klun will
give a free class on estate
planning, from 5-6 p.m.

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Preregistration is not re-
quired but it is encouraged
so the library can have the
appropriate number of
handouts made in advance
of the class.

The library will cele-
brate Uncommon Instru-
ment Awareness Day on
Monday, July 31, from
2-3 p.m., in a program for
all ages. Ukuleles and au-
toharps are just some of
the strange instruments
that might show up. Par-
ticipants will also create
their own instrument to
take home. Space is lim-
ited for this program so
preregistration is required.

The Get Crafty with
Tricia program for all
ages will make tie-dye
bags. The event will be on
Tuesday, Aug. 1, starting
at 11 a.m. This event will
take place outside on the
library grounds, so it will
be weather dependent.
Preregister in advance so
the library has your con-
tact information and can

order enough materials for
class participants.

The monthly Library
Board meeting for August
will be on Wednesday,
Aug. 2,5:30-6:30 p.m.

Preschool  Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St.

Farmers market and

Arts in the Park

ELY- Ely’s farmers
market and the Northern
Lakes Arts Association
Arts in the Park program
are every Tuesday eve-
ning, from 5-7 p.m. The
evening music presenta-
tion starts at 5 p.m. The
Ely Community Band will
play at 6 p.m. through the
end of July.

Museum open

house
ELY- The museum
will hold its “Donuts at

Dorothy’s” open house on
Sunday, July 30, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., featuring
coffee from Ely’s Gene
Hicks Coffee and nosh
from Brainstorm Bakery.
The event is free.

Ely walking tours

ELY- Guided historic
walking tours are given
by local historian Celia
Domich every Tuesday at
4 p.m. and every Saturday
at 9 a.m., though Aug. 8.
The tours leave from the
front of City Hall.

Northern Lakes Arts
Association

ELY- The Greenstone
Art-A-Palooza art show
and sale will be July 28-
30, at the Miners Dry
Building, 401 N. Pioneer
Rd., from 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. each day.
The Local Only
Group Art Show will be in

the lobby at Ely’s Historic

State Theater from now
until July 30. Viewing
the artworks is during the
open hours for the theater.

Ely Watercolor Club
ELY- The club’s an-
nual show and sale will be
July 19-23, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., at the Ely Arts
and Heritage Center, 100
Miner’s Lake Landing.

Racial Justice Group

ELY- The Racial Jus-
tice Group will be meeting
next on Sunday, June 25
at noon at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Ely,
226 E. Harvey St. We will
have special guest speaker
Kes Ebbs sharing high-
lights from his experience
bringing BIPOC urban
youth up to the boundary
waters. All are welcome.
The group will meet in the
study, which is straight in
from the front door. ADA
access to the elevator is
through the rear entrance
on the alley.

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.



8 luly 21, 2023

COOK/ORR LOCAL

THE TIMBERJAY

LAKE VERMILION-
A Lake Vermilion lodge
owner was recognized
recently for his efforts to
make emergency medical
helicopter flights more
accessible by creating a
dedicated landing zone on
his property.

Ed Tausk is the owner
of Vermilion Dam Lodge,
and he’s been a trained
first responder for several
years.

Over the past two
years there have been
ATV, snowmobile, water
recreation and auto ac-
cidents on his end of the
lake, with one resulting in
a fatality. Tausk decided
something should be done
to decrease the response
time when someone was
in need of critical emer-
gency care, said Cook
Ambulance Director Ro-
land Shoen.

“Knowing that it
takes several minutes
for EMS to navigate the
22-mile road out to the
resort and then the same
to get back to the hospi-
tal, he felt he needed to
help make it possible for
those patients to get high-
er quality care, faster,”
Shoen said. “Ed started
meeting with represen-
tatives from LifeLink III
over a year ago and found
out what he needed to do
to create a safe space for
the helicopter and EMS to
transfer a patient and he
went to work building it.”

Responders with
Cook Ambulance, Cook
Fire, and Buyck Fire De-
partments got to check out

the new helicopter land-
ing zone on Tuesday, July
11 when Tausk hosted a
training event at the lodge
and provided a pre-train-
ing meal. After LifeLink
III specialists Ty Wieg-
man and Josh Howell
conducted an hour-long
training, everyone went
out to the landing zone
for the arrival and landing
of the helicopter and met
one of the many LifeLink
Crews.

“Attendees were in-
structed on safety while
assisting the crew when
loading patients into the
running helicopter, a pro-
cess called hot loading,”
Shoen said. “If the condi-
tion of the patient allows
more time for loading
they will shut down for
more safety during patient
transfer.”

Shoen noted that
transport time to Duluth
in a helicopter flying 160
miles per hour takes about
35 minutes, as opposed
to almost two hours for
ground transportation.

Attendees also had
time to look at all the
equipment carried by the
chopper, inspect the cock-
pit and ask questions of
the pilot and crew.

For his creation of
the emergency landing
zone, Tausk received the
Friends of EMS Award.
Representatives of local,
regional, and state EMS
agencies were on hand
to present Tausk with the
award.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Tausk receives EMS award for helicopter landing zone

Above: Vermilion Dam Lodge
owner Ed Tausk received a
Friends of EMS Award on July
11 for developing and pro-
curing a Landing Zone for
Emergency Services to use
when an Air Medical Helicopter
is requested for the transport
of ill or injured patients in the
Vermilion Dam Lodge area.

On hand to present the award
were, from right to left, Dylan
Ferguson, Executive Director and
Charles Soucheray, Specialist,
Minnesota Emergency Medical
Service Regulatory Board, Ed
Tausk, award recipient, Tyler
Wiegman, Partner Engagement
Manager LLIIl, Adam Shadiow,
Executive Director, Arrowhead
EMS Association-Duluth, and
Roland Shoen, Director, Cook

Ambulance.

Vermilion Dam Lodge.

submitted photos

A helicopter pilot answers questions from Cook and Buyck EMS
personnel after landing at the new emergency landing zone at

ORR CITY COUNCIL

Orr hires new city clerk

ORR- The Orr City
Council took a big step
toward shoring up its day-
to-day business operations
at its July 10 meeting by
hiring Angela Lindgren as
the new City Clerk, effec-
tive July 11.

Lindgren replaces
former clerk Cheri Carter,
who retired from the posi-
tion earlier this summer,
and brings a needed pres-
ence to an office that has
lacked an official presence
since relatively new depu-
ty city clerk Jennifer Whit-
temore resigned following
a disagreement with the
city council over mile-
age reimbursement. Both
Carter and Whittemore’s
predecessor, Laura Manai,
now manager of the Orr

Muni, have worked extra
hours to see that essen-
tial city functions such as
billing, payroll, and more
have been completed.

Councilors had dis-
cussed at their May meet-
ing the possibility of con-
tracting with Carter to
assist in orienting a new
city clerk, but no specific
arrangement was devel-
oped at that time.

It is possible a recom-
mendation to fill the dep-
uty clerk vacancy will be
presented at the next regu-
lar council meeting.

In another personnel
move, the council hired
Ethan Olsen for the assis-
tant maintenance/airport
manager position.

Ambulance director

Donna Hoffer noted that
there were issues with the
ambulance service cred-
it cards not working and
presented an alternative
proposal of using the state
of Minnesota’s fleet card
system. Council members
approved making an appli-
cation to the system.

In other business, the
council:

» Approved replacing
two toilets at the airport
for a cost of $420 each.

»Accepted a $300
donation from Boling En-
gineering to be used for
July 3rd Fun Day.

>» Approved the pur-
chase of three pagers for
the ambulance service at a
cost of $2,254.

Cook Youth Baseball’s Pony Gray team took home second place in a
tournament hosted in Cherry last Saturday. Team members include,
back row, Assistant Coach Paul Koch, Head Coach Kylee Lange and
Assistant Coach Jarrett Crain; middle row, Emma Nuthak, Cameron
Rose, Kallen Williams, Kensie Herdman, Everett Crain, Christopher
Koch and Ladd Pretti; and front row, Sebastian Larson, Daniel Hartline,
Elizabeth Nuthak, Charlie Franks and Maverick Nurmi.

submitted photo

Trinity hosts free
community meal

next Thursday

COOK- Sloppy Joes
are the featured menu item
for the Trinity Lutheran
Church free community
meal on Thursday, July 27
from 4-5:30 p.m. at 231
2nd St E. in Cook. Addi-
tional items will include
corn on the cob, chips and
dessert. Drive-through
and dine-in options will
be available. This meal is
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Smith gets MSU-M

academic honors

COOK- Neiva Smith,
of Cook, was among al-
most 2,400 Minnesota
State University-Mankato
students named to the
Spring 2023 honors list
recently announced by
Senior Vice President for
Academic Affairs David
Hood.

To qualify for the
honors list, students need-
ed to have a GPA of 3.5 to
3.99 while being enrolled
in 12 credit hours.

Dionysian Dithyramb
Band headlines park

music series

COOK- The beat
goes on for Cook’s Music
in the Park summer series
on Wednesday, July 26
at 6 p.m. when the Dio-
nysian Dithyramb Band
takes to the gazebo stage
to perform their special
collection of B-side favor-
ites, Beatles tunes and jam
band classics.

Concert-goers  will
have the option of getting
dinner from the St. Paul
(Alango) Lutheran Church
stand. In the event of rain,
the concert will move to
the Cook VFW.

Music in the Park is
sponsored by Northwoods
Friends of the Arts, Cook
Lions Club, VFW Post
1757 and Auxiliary, and
free will donations

Archers to host
Sunday car wash
fundraiser

COOK- North Woods
Archery Club will hold

a car wash on Sunday,
July 23 from 10 am. - 3

COMMUNITY NEWS

p-m. at the Cook Fire
Department located on
2nd Street E.

Youth archers and
their coaches will scrub
vehicles with high quality
supplies from Cook’s
Auto Value in this new
fundraiser.

The club is raising
money for the upcoming
season.

“Our program relies
on donations, both
monetary and in-kind, to
help offset expenses for
equipment and tourna-
ments,” said Emily Nel-
son, club president. “We
provide funds for archers
so that all who want to
experience archery can
participate.” The club is
building on its success
from the 2023 season and
numerous archers who
have their sights set on
the national tournament in
April 2024.

“Our program is
growing, and kids are
hitting bullseyes,” Nelson
said. “They don’t mind
getting their hands dirty
to make sure our program
is a success.”

North Woods Archery

Club is part of the Nation-
al Archery in the Schools
Program (NASP). More
information is available
online at www.nasp-
schools.org.

Cook High School
classes of 1964
and 1965 to meet
on Aug. 5 at The
Landing

COOK- The Cook
High School Classes of
1964 and 1965 will meet
at The Landing at 11
a.m., Saturday, Aug. 5 for
their annual luncheon get

together. Hope to see you
there.

Heiam Foundation
benefit tickets on

sale

COOK- Tickets are
available now for the
Heiam Foundation benefit
set for Saturday, Aug. 12
from 5-9 p.m. This year’s
event features a Hawaiian
Luau theme. Don’t forget
your Hawaiian shirt or
grass skirt! To purchase
tickets, sponsorships or

to preview the virtual auc-
tion, please visit heiam.
cbo.io.

Please purchase tick-
ets by July 29 so the food,
catered by Boomtown
Woodfire, can be ordered.
The event will be held at
the Lake Vermilion Fire
Brigade building at 8025
Oak Narrows Rd., Cook.

This marks the 30th
annual benefit for the
Heiam Foundation, which
raises money to support
health care needs in the
Cook area. The founda-
tion’s mission, through
continued growth of the
endowment, is to support
programs, services and fa-
cilities that serve the med-
ical needs of Cook health
care area residents. Since
its founding thirty years
ago, the foundation has
been able to donate over
$813,000 towards these
needs.

The Blue Water Big

Band Returns to

NWFA on Aug. 11
COOK- On Friday,

Aug. 11, from 5 to 9 p.m.,
NWFA will present its

annual concert and fund-
raiser featuring The Blue
Water Big Band from Du-
luth. This is a concert with
room to dance from 6:30
to 9 p.m. The fundraiser
will be held at the Cook
Community Center at
Doug Johnson Park, 510
Gopher Dr., Cook.

The doors open at
5 p-m with Cook’s own
Beefeater Brothers per-
forming at 5:30 p.m. along
with basket raffles and si-
lent auctions and a draw-
ing. Concert tickets pur-
chased in advance for $25
include a Zup’s bratwurst
prepared by the Cook Li-
ons Club, chips, water and
other refreshments. Tick-
ets are $30 at the door.

Read It
HERE

and
ONLINE
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DIVIDED...Continued from page 1

mining company that has
no place in the future of Ely
is just wrong and makes no
sense,” said Rom, pointing
out that the 20-year ban
on federal mineral leases
effectively kills the pro-
posed mining project. In
addition, Rom argued that
the Twin Metals mine, if
built, would be a danger
to the community and
the regional ecosystem
because of the environmen-
tal disaster it would create.
“It will lead to depop-
ulation,” Rom claimed. “I
haven’t met anyone who
would like to live next
door or downstream from
a sulfide copper ore mine.
It would lead to the loss of
long standing and valued
businesses. It will lead
to the loss of jobs and it
will lead to environmental
destruction at a scale we
have not experienced.”
Rom argued that the
Chilean mining giant
Antofagasta, with a ques-
tionable environmental
record, set up Twin Metals
as a limited liability cor-
poration (LLC) in order to
shield itself from liability
for irresponsible mining.
The end result, she argued
would be the legal ploy of
bankrupting the LLC with
clean-up costs, thus sticking
American and Minnesotan
taxpayers with a ruined
Boundary Waters and an
unaffordable remediation,
while “giant Antofagasta
sits in Santiago, Chile,

TOWER CAFE...Continued from page 1

on her Facebook page, she
said the feedback has been
enthusiastic and positive.
“We’ve been so over-
whelmed at how welcom-
ingeveryone has been,” she
said. “We have gotten the
nicest notes from people.
You can tell there’s real
excitement about it.”

Indeed, the closure of
the café three years ago
was a blow to the com-
munity. The café was the
only restaurant in town
withoutabar,soitprovided
a different atmosphere and
served traditional café-style
breakfast and lunch. It was
known for good coffee,
huge caramel rolls, and
pancakes.

That’s a tradition that
the McDonoughs now hope
to bring back to Tower,
although they say it will
likely be a few months
more before they can get
the doors reopened. After
being closed for three years,
there’s some work to be
done and they’re trying to
respectfully go through all
the personal effects that
were left behind when the
former owner of the café
died suddenly due to the
effects of COVID. Those
belongings include tens
of thousands of dollars
worth of restaurant equip-
ment and supplies, along
with furnishings for the
upstairs, which the former

counting its money ...
amused that for a tiny
amount of pocket change
for ... charitable giving, a
handful of local jobs, and
a stable of well-heeled
lobbyists, it makes riches
for its owners, leaving our
community impoverished
in a myriad of ways.”
Gustafson focused on the

owner was in the process
of renovating. The upstairs
includes at least eight
bedrooms or potential
bedrooms, all but two with
private bathrooms. They’re
in varying stages of com-
pletion, but most are close
to finished; some appear
virtually ready to rent with
a cleaning.

“We set a goal to be
open by the first of next
year but both Bob and I
are competitive so maybe
it will be sooner,” said Jen.

She said they’re
looking initially at being
open for breakfast Friday-
Sunday, but would like to
expand to five days a week
after that, possibly adding
a light lunch menu as well.
The café, of course, is only
part of the building. The
upstairs includes multiple
rooms that they plan to rent
out on a bed and breakfast
arrangement, but it will
take some time to make that
happen as well.

Both Bob and Jen
currently work full-time,
although Jen is pushing
Bob, who has been with
3M for 39 years, to retire
within the next few months
to make way for his new gig
as the host of a restaurant
and inn.

Jen’s schedule is a
bit more flexible and her
background is impressive,
as Bob will happily tell

Above: Ely
area residents
hold signs
suggesting
other local
businesses the
mayor could
have honored.

Left: Madelyn
Fahnline
addressed

the council
urging a focus
on workforce
housing.

photos by
F. Schumacher

harm the proclamation is
causing in the community.
“I'm struck by how this
proclamation continues to
drive a wedge into the heart
of this community, further
dividing us.” He said that
division was unnecessary
since the project is effec-
tively dead. Gustafson con-
sidered the 20-year ban on

the mineral leases to have
killed the project,implying
that the community needed
to move on.

“When I asked what
the goal of ... this procla-
mation is, it’s because I see
no benefitto anybody in this
room tonight. Now even
(for) those who may be here
in support of this decision,
no new jobs will be created
due to this proclamation.
Our local economy will
not grow because of this
proclamation. People will
not relocate to Ely because
of this proclamation; and
the local businesses, (which
are) the actual backbone of
this economy are underap-
preciated because of this
proclamation.”

Gustafson pointed out
that there is no lack of job
opportunities in Ely, so
the community doesn’t
need mining jobs that will
go away in 20 or 30 years.

Whatthe community really
needs is affordable work-
force housing, he argued.

Fahnline echoed
Gustafson’s comments on
housing,speaking from her
experience and educationin
the tourism sector, noting
that affordable housing is
one of the barriers for local
business to hire employees
at a wage that they can
afford to pay.

Gerald Tyler,aregular
advocate for mining in
the Ely area, commented
that the proclamation and
Twin Metals’ donations to
the community were not
about “whether the Twin
Metals mineis ever going to
happen.” He remarked that
the point of the proclama-
tion was summed up in its
third paragraph, listing all
the local groups that have
benefitted from the firm’s
contributions. The point
was to acknowledge what
Twin Metals had given
to Ely.

“The people that are
here in (opposition) should
consider doing something
for the city,” Tyler said.
“I hear (their) negative
comments about what Twin
Metals should be doing, but
never once contributing to
any of the local organiza-
tions in this city that have
done so much.”

Overall, the agenda,
tactics, and comments
were familiar, reflecting the
views expressed on numer-
ous similar occasions when

Twin Metals has been on
the council agenda.

In other matters, the
city council:

>» Heard the report
of Erik Simonson, local
government lobbyist for
the Coalition of Greater
Minnesota Cities, on his
organization’s efforts to
advocate for rural local
government and on the
overall progress of the
2023 legislative session
for non-metropolitan-area
cities.

» Received a report
from the nonprofit Ely
Community Resources
on their efforts for local
children.

» Approved the note
and mortgage for the resi-
dential rehab loan for Alex
Povhe at403 E James St. for
$10,000 for a new propane
furnace and new windows.

>» Approved the
City and Ely Utilities
Commission payment
claims for July 18, for
$73,236.

» Approved aninvoice
for SEH for the Prospector
ATV Trail for $2,992.

» Approved aninvoice
for Advanced Engineering
and Environmental
Services LLC. of Grand
Forks, N.D., for the Waste
Water Treatment Facility
Improvement Project for
$19.574.

you.She’savery successful
book author, focusing on
inspirational themes and
personal finance, including
three titles that all made
Amazon’s Top 100 books.
She’s written about her tran-
sition from a self-described
“couch potato” to a top
competitor in Iron Woman
triathlons. She’s also an
eight time Olympic-level
weightlifting champion and
likely would have made it
to the Atlanta Olympics but
blew out a hamstring at the
wrong time. In her early
years of weight-lifting, she
used to compete against
the men because there was
no women’s division, and
she still regularly medaled,
including winning two
national Olympic Festival
medals. She also signed to
play women’s professional
football under coaches from
the Minnesota Vikings,but
had to give it up when she
got pregnant with their first
child.

Her most successful
book, which hit Amazon’s
number one slot for a time
in the home budgeting
category, describes how
her family was able to erase
$212,000 in medical debtin
just four years.

She is also a regular
public speaker onresiliency
and is in demand at health
care conferences around
the country.

PATTI STEGER’S
ANNUAL GARAGE SaLE!!

Bic Discounts OFF

FLawep Boors!

20% Orr DISCONTINUED STYLES!
STEGER MUKLUKS & MOCCASINS

& s

ONE DAY ONLY Jury 291H
AT THE FACTORY ¢ 100 MINERS DR

9AM TO 2PM

A winding road to

Lake Vermilion

A child’s lifelong
illness and a strong focus on
family led the McDonoughs
to the Tower area. Their
second-oldest son, Rob,
developed diabetes early in
life and it was the medical
bills stemming from his
illness that left the family
drowning in debt. That
experience notonly formed
the basis for Jen’s most
successful book, it brought
the family north when Rob
decided he wanted to attend
Vermilion Community
College.

The family decided to
help Rob get established
so they started searching
for a fixer-upper in Ely
with the intent of making
it a home for Rob while
he attended school. His
stay at Vermilion ended
up delayed by COVID so
he spent a couple years

1
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working and saving money
beforestartingat Vermilion.
Meanwhile, the family had
found aplace near Pike Bay
that feltright to both Jen and
Bob,sothey decided tobuy
it as a vacation home.

The family was
well-established and happy
in their longtime home on
a lake in Lindstrom, north
ofthe Twin Cities,and they
had no intention of leaving
their home there. But over
the next couple years their
new Up North house came
to seem more and more
like home.

“We love it here,” said
Bob.“Lake Vermilionisthe
most beautiful place I've
ever seen.”

When Bob, one day,
suggested they think of
moving to the area perma-
nently, Jen didn’t hesitate.
They sold their home in
Lindstrom and the home
of Jen’s mother, who lived
nearby, and now the entire

BB BBE

August4 @7 PM

family, including Jen’s
84-year-old mother Marge
is living here. Three of
the couple’s four boys,
23-year-old Ryan,22-year-
old Rob, and 13-year-old
Remy, are also living here,
while their third child,
20-year-old Max, is doing
an accounting internship in
the Twin Cities.

“It’s really lovely to
be able to blend the gener-
ations,” said Jen, who said
her mother is as happy as
they are with the new home.

Meanwhile, Rob
recently graduated from
Vermilion and now works
full-time for the DNR in
Gilbert.

As the McDonoughs
see it, family is the most
important part of their
life— and it’s supposed to
be an adventure. The next
iteration of the Tower Café
could well be their latest
and greatest.

at the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater

Tickets:
$25 General Admission
520 NLAA Member
$15 Youth {16 and under|

_-Available at the door and online by scanning the QR code bélow -
_of call'us at 218-235-9937 to purchase yourse
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DERAIL...Continued from page 1

Pre-evacuation planning
was conducted immedi-
ately as is protocol and the
situation was monitored
through the night into the
morning for any potential
changes.”

An initial release
from the St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office indicated
that there were nine cars
that went off the tracks, but
CN told the Timberjay on
Tuesday morning that ten
cars were involved.

“We would like to
apologize for the inconve-
nience this may cause to
local residents. The cause
of the incident is under
investigation.” The CN
communication did not

ROAD WORK...cContinued from page 1

The project willinclude
repairs around culverts, but
no planned replacements.
A heaving culvert near
Karjala Rd., which has
created a slowdown par-
ticularly in winter, will get
some attention to hopefully
smooth it out.

PATIENT BEMEFITS

(405 Faster recovery
ol times
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Commuinity Hospital

indicate when regular rail
traffic would resume.

On July 30, 2022, 14
rail cars of a northbound
CN freight train derailed
about seven miles north of
Cook.Multiple cars report-
edly contained hazardous
materials, but no spills or
leakage was discovered,
and the public was never
in danger.

Monday’s incident
comes almost four months
after the March derailment
of a Canadian Pacific
freight train in rural North
Dakota. According to an
Associated Press report,
four cars filled with liquid
asphalt and two railcars
filled with ethylene glycol

Some tree clearing,
mostly spot treatments
between the Y Store and
Tower, will be undertaken
in order to reduce road
shading in winter. That
work won’t be done until
late fall, however, since
tree clearing is currently

Robotic-assisted surgery is at EBCH in Ely!

Advanced lechnology is now available right here in Ely with the da Vinci
surgical system. Our highly-experienced experts can provide robotic-
assisted surgery for hemias, gallbladers, and appendectomies, giving
surgeons greater control - so our patients have better outcomes.

| Lower rates of

X " ecemplication or infection '

spilled some of those chem-

icals in the derailment.
The chemical spills were
contained at the site of the
derailment.

Train derailments are
more common than gen-
erally known. According

to the U.S. Department of |

Transportation Bureau of
Transportation Statistics,
there are on average about

1,700 derailments per year |
inthe U.S.,alittle overfour ==

per day.

Right: CN workers wait
for a lift by rail to the
derailment site, located
in a remote area not
accessible by road.

photo by F. Schumacher

restricted in the summer
months to protect the
habitat of the endangered
northern long-eared bat.
Thelocations of the planned
tree clearing were not
immediately available.

[, Less pain
© and scarring

ic surgery s 'H*ht oryo

erformance @ 7PM
at the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater
TICKETS ARE FOR SALE AT

NORTHERNLAKESARTS.ORG

or call us at 218-235-9937 to purchase your seats!
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“The Blue Water Big Band” Returns to NWFA
Friday, August 11 ¢ 5to 9 PM

NWFA annual concert and fundraiser
Sashay in at 5 PM....for refreshments, basket raffles, silent auctions
and annual 50/50 Raffle ¢ Dance from 6:30 to 9 PM.

“Beefeater Brothers” performing at 5:30 PM
Purchase $25 tickets at Music in the Park on Wed Evenings or
Wed, Thurs, Fri from 10 AM to 4 PM; Sat 9 AM to 1 PM
at the NWFA Gallery, 210 S River Street / $30 at the concert door

Email nwfamn.org@gmail.com

sALE: 259 OFF

Yard Art, Bird Baths, Statues,
Windchimes & Spinners,
Lawn & Garden Decor & Wall Ar!

_Feeders & Houses, _

*” [ndoor & Outdoor * _.

- Containers, ‘ f

Colorful Animal Water Cans,
 Stepping Stones, Flags ’ @

2 | SALE’ -

Sale runs July 22 through August 5

E YFl ()WFR HOURS: M-Sat: 9-5:30; Sun: 9-1 ,«
7, & SEED 145 W Camp St, Ely * 365-6555 g}

"l
" BREENSTONE

ARG-A-PALOOZA

JULY 28-30 AN ART SHOW AND SALE

COME SUPPORT, ENJOY,
AND CELEBRATE
REGIONAL ARTISTS

401 N PIONEER RD, ELY, MN 55731

NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT

:ARTS

gy



THE TIMBERJAY

July 21,2023 11

WORKFORCE

State grant to bring broadband to parts of rural Cook

Paul Bunyan project will serve parts of five townships

REGIONAL- Paul
Bunyan Communications
has been awarded a $5.5
million Minnesota Border-
to-Border Broadband
low-density pilot grant to
expand its all fiber-optic
GigaZone network into
areas of Angora, Alango,
Balkan, Beatty,and Owens
townships in St. Louis
County.

The overall project
is estimated to cost $7.5
million, with the Border-
to-Border grant cover-
ing $5.57 million of the
cost and Paul Bunyan
Communications invest-
ing about $1.9 million.
Financial contributions
from Angora and Balkan
townships will be $33,104
and $42,157, respectively.

The Angora, Alango,
Beatty, and Owens town-
ship areas are primarily
between Cook and Britt
along U.S. Hwy. 53.

The Balkan Township
project will reach nearly
every home inthe township,
located north of Chisholm.
It also includes several
locations in the unorganized
township west of Balkan,
including those around
Dewey and McCormack
lakes.

“Our cooperative hasa
long history of expanding
ournetwork tounderserved
areas, but it has become
increasingly challenging
to go it alone without grant
support as this project
demonstrates,” said Gary
Johnson, Paul Bunyan
Communications CEO/
General Manager. “These
are very rural areas and
that makes the cost of
construction challenging.
Even for our not-for-profit
cooperative, without this
low-density program these
areas would be too costly
to expand to. Thanks to
this program these areas
will get broadband access
with internet speeds up to
a 10 gigabits per second
and become part of one

Cook VFW

POST 1757

HAPPY HOUR - 4-6 PM

MON, WED, THURS, ERl,
SAT, SUN
(CLOSED TUESDAYS)

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT * 4:30-7 PM

Take-Out 666-0500
206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
« WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

of the largest rural gigabit
networks in the country.”

Paul Bunyan
Communications expects to
develop the expansion plan
over the next 1-2 years and
will contactlocations along
the upcoming expansion
routes once those plans are
finalized.

“We are very excited
about this project,” said
Steve Howard, PBC
Information Technology
and Development Manager.
”This is going to bring
symmetrical fiber-optic
broadband to very rural
locations that desperately
need it. This will be very
impactful for many of the

CREW GAB

16 F150’S
IN STOCK!

-$1,000 FORD TRADE ASS
-500

FOR 60 MOS*™*

s56 ’41 2 l'.“I(-)ONDITIONI\L PRICE

$65,135.00 MSRP
-$2,000.00  SPORT DISC
-$5223.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISC

residents in these areas who
will now be able to work
from home, access virtual
education, leverage tele-
health, and enjoy the many
other benefits of quality
broadband internet services
that weren’t available.”
The cooperative’s ser-
vices will become avail-
able once the network
is operational including
GigaZoneTM, service
options like broadband
internet speeds of up to 10
Gigabits per second and
low costunlimited local and
long-distance voice service.

JULY IS HEATING UP
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CHECK OUT THESE HOT DEALS AT FORD OF HIBBING!

2023 F150 4X4 XLT SPORT

3.5L Ecoboost

IST*

BONUS CASH PLUS 3.9%

Max Trailer Tow
Tailgate Step

357 | 91 2+.EI\.IIBI;0IIES PRICE

2023 BRONCO

#25421 Heated Seats
$35,280.00 MSRP Ecoboost
-$823.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISC Keyless Entry #25567
$34,457™
PLUS GET

BIG BLEND 4X4

SPORT

*Must Trade 1995 or Newer Ford Car, Truck, or SUV
**Must Finance with Ford Motor Credit O.A.C

3.9% APR FOR 60 MOS THRU FORD MOTOR CREDIT O.A.C

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

OEINEWATIRADES!

2016 FUSION AWD SE 2016 F150 LANIT CREW | 2014 EDGE TITANIUM 2014 F150 XLT W/ 2016 CRUZE LT LIMITED
a i. AWD LEATHER
i 4 P 2 #8009 ? £ 78 #25512A i I 87 (L w7976 | O -f*, )78 #25485A i #7989
$14,442 $31,478 S$i14,741 $118,978 $11,742
2020 FUSION TITANIUM 2022 TRAX LT AWD 2016 MKX RESERVE AWD | 2020 ESCAPE SE 2015 FOCUS SE
AWD a 19K MILES!
$23,741 wo0s | 922,971 wsuec | 921,874 wsuna | 924,490 wess1an | 910,987 #7998
2012 EXPLORER XLT 2015 DURANGO SXT 2018 EXPLORER 1999 ALERO GL 2015 HIGHLENDER XLE
S'%%‘ﬂ* #255228 $¥1ﬂ'§ﬁ9‘17178' #8004 3:274";9!-'7!2 #7982 3:3:;5(00‘ #79048 Sﬂfﬁ",*g'z:g‘ #3011A
2019 F150 XLT CREW 2017 FUSION SE 2017 PACIFICA TOURING 2017 ESCAPE 2015 TANUS
6.5 FT BOX 115K MI TITANIUM AWD AWD SHO
Sza 874 #25531C ~$’i1lv2'4,,'71/451‘ #7996 51’83{7@“‘ #25493A 51@;677!2 #255378 311[8‘,*9'8“ #8019
2015 CGHEROKEE 2020 F150 XLT 2019 NAUTILUS AWD 2018 EDGE SEL AWD 2015 200 C
LIMITED V4 SUPERCAB RESERVE : i ’
Sﬁ 9@0 #8018 §24!7A @8“ #25316A 3;3:3ﬁ9v8ﬂ‘ #25490A 3;174'“@8“ #25566A $)1 9!7! #7879
3 y )
2022 ENVISION PREFERRED | 2020 EXPLORER 2012 FUSION SE V4 2012 200 LIMITED V6 2017 JOURNEY
AWD PLATINUM \ AWD GT
_— ) % T '
F-._."‘? 0 G Ii" )

S§3;ZJ;§I716‘ #7933A 534;21;9-‘17"1‘ #25430A Sﬂ ;!f%‘ #25548B 311[0 456 #25513A s;'llﬁ‘iﬂﬂf?‘ #7968
2017 ESCAPE SE 2009 TAWN & 2009 FOCUS SE 2019 MALIBU LT 2012 DURANGO CREW
AWD COUNTY 80K MI AWD
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$15,980 sssn | $3:500/ srooan | 96,980 sroera | 17,4811 woszs | S12;491 —

§ @ & &R E

LEIGH LONSON  TIM CARRUTH  RYAN AULTMAN  JAMI HENDRIX ERIC GRAFF MIKE DAY  TEIGAN BOSARGE  RANDY ROY
218-212-7202 218-293-4606 218-293-4636 218-293-4627 218-293-4637 218-293-4596 218-293-4625
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fordofhibbing.com
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OVER 100 YEARS OF VERMILION RANGE OLD SETTLERS

Old (and young) settlers

This year’s Old Settlers Picnic was held on
July 15. Pictured (clockwise from top left)
Head booyah chef Steve Tektautz. Stirring the
steamy soup. Josiah Jonas was one of the
youngest volunteers. Steve Solkela entertained
the crowd. Al Horvat, Gwen Lilya, and Margie
Zupancich, who was the oldest settler at the
picnic this year. The Kitto and Peil families,
who all have long-time ties to the area. Helena
and Amelia McNeil enjoy their meal. Grace
Holden enjoys her booyah.
photos by S. Ukkola, Solkela photo by M. Helmberger
— 7 e

GIFT & SAUNA SHOP
ELY MINNESOTA
Est. 1987

BILUBBRBRRY SPECIAL
10“ OFF ° A]l im-stock Watch for

QutdoodRurniture ‘ Music...
ABEST -'UARGE (o' SELECTION  Jeg
: B ow! Saturday
July 29

starting at

124 N. Central Ave., Ely » 218.365.3639
MealeysInEly.com ¢ Open: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4

Used Vehicle Bargains!

2018 Chevrolet Equmox LT AWD

Local Trade In e

PRICE
$15,990

Only 45,287 Miles

PRICE
$19,990

Only 63,469 Miles

PRICE
$13,990

2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
Only 34,721 Miles

PRICE
$18,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
WASCHKE FAMILY 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN
sl CHEVROLET*COOK  218-666-5901 * 1-800-238-4545 §]

It's that time of year again!
League footbau regbstratwjg;,

a4

Please call 218-235- 7749 or email babblttrecreatlon@babbltt -mn.com with any questlons

ﬁ_,__

Call 218-993-2295 :

ﬁHOURS: MON-SAT: 9 AM-5 PM b 2 for RESERVATIONS
7 , SUNDAY: 10 AM-4 PM :
; @P

(FEs OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SUPER BLUEBERRY Breakfast: 6:30-11, Lunch 12-2, Dinner 5-9

SIDEWALK SALE!

* Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room.
* Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and
vegetables fresh from our own garden.
* Breads and desserts are baked daily.

FABULOUS FLATHEADS o LIVE MUSIC
July 14, 15 ¢ Avgust 11,12

[ Your Carhart Headquarters I

"_‘g Gift Certificates Available

~ 129 N. Central Ave., Ely » 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

LIVE PIANO with STEVE JOHNSON
Wint e%e e Qualy Outdoor Clothing on the other weekends.
NORTHERN O wear  Handmadein MN : 7632 Nelson Rd, Crane Lake, MN 55725
Coming this Blueberry Arts @ i O O eeeeveene

‘Festival weekend -

NEW

Sustainability Edition
Teal Fleece Anoraks!

Quality warmth at a discount!

-l

Si%p in our store or shop ontme from
7/28/23- 7/30/23 for even more deals'

W|ntergreenNorthernWear.com |

30+ frame choices in stock!

HOME
ADVANCED
DECOR ©
STO R E r . L ' Family Eye Care Center
g L Mtn. Iron/Virginia 741-3000 advoptical.com
All furniture may not be as shown. INTEREST
ANDERSON F
FINANCING
N N m T o T, AND LAYAWAY

. A HKITCHENS
AndersonFurnitureCompany.com AVAILABLE
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN « 218-741-9356 B viza —}

Tower-Soudan Agency

& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

We Can Insure:

Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com
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Serving northern
St. Louis County
since 1989
UPCOMING EATERY

Delectables and more

Friends to reopen Mantel House as outpost for great coffee and baked goods

THE TIMBERJAY

by JEN SHUSTER-DAHLIN

Contributing Writer

ELY — Those who
miss being served by their
favorite baristas from the
Front Porch will be glad to
know that the duo is going
into business together. Jen
Flermoen and Michelle
Timmins will be opening
a new cafe in the historic
Mantel House at 323 E.
Sheridan Street, scheduled
to open on Aug 1.

Builtby Joseph Mantel
in 1923, the building has
been home to a bed and
breakfast and two different
restaurants, but has been
vacantin more recent years.

The new business will
feature Flermoen’s baking
talents, which have already
become known in the Ely
area through her celi-
ac-friendly bakery, Jen’s
Cakery, which has been
highly successful since its
debut last July.

A self-taught baker,
Flermoendisplays anatural
talent and draws much of
her decorating inspiration
from nature. She utilizes
organic ingredients in both
herbaking and dietand said
she and Timmins plan to do
the same with the food they
prepare in their cafe.

“My intention is just
what my gut is telling me.
I love using organic ingre-
dients because I think it’s
better for the body, it feels

BEING FIREWISE

Right: Jen Flermoen
and Michelle Timmins
are best friends and
now business
partners. They hope to
have their new coffee
shop and bakery open
early next month.

better and tastes better most
of the time, and that’s why
I’ve always stuck to using

See FRIENDS...pg. 2B

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH FIRE

Area residents learn steps to take to reduce the risk from wildfire

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

ERMILIONLAKETWP-

\ / Living with and manag-

ing the risk of wildfire was

the focus of an event held here

earlier this month. “I’ve learned

that there is risk here,” said

Gloria Erickson, Fire Adapted

Communities Project Coordinator
for St. Louis County.

While fire brings hazards,
it plays an important role in the
forests of the North Country,
Erickson noted during the event,
held July 8 at the home of Aaron
Kania and Roxanne Tea on Lake
Vermilion’s Pike Bay. “Fire is a
goodthing,” said GloriaErickson,
“The land here is dependent on
fire.”

Those living in these forests
do need to understand the risks
of uncontrolled forest fires, said
Erickson. “As a landowner, we
need to have a responsibility to
forest stewardship,” she said. “We
need to be more resilient.”

That idea has been catching
on in recent years, as wildfire
in the region has become more
common and often more dev-
astating than in the past. When
homeowners take steps to better
adapt their property to the risks
posed by wildfire, it improves
their odds of saving their lives
and property and makes the job
of firefighters easier at the same
time. Erickson noted that when
conditions are bad, firefighters
are often battling fires at multiple
scenes.

“Wildland fires are weath-
er-related events,” said Vermilion

R B

Top: Several participants in
the recent program, mostly
from Ely, took a break.

Above: Gloria Erickson talks
to those attending the Firewise
program held July 8 in
Vermilion Lake Township.

Right: Vermilion Lake Fire
Chief Steve Lotz offers his
thoughts on what
homeowners can do to help
themselves and firefighters.

photos by J. Summit

Lake Fire Chief Steve Lotz. “A
bad fire day here is also a bad fire
day all around our region.”

The danger posed by a wild-
fire is determined by three main
factors, Erickson explained—
weather, topography, and fuel.

“While we don’thave control
over drought and wind, or the
general topography of the area,
we do have control over the fuel

See FIREWISE..pg 2B
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WORKFORCE

Northshore
workers
vote to
unionize

To become latest
members of United

Steelworkers

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Facing
uncertainty over the future
of their mine and processing
facility, workers at Northshore
Mining have voted to join the
United Steelworkers (USW).
It was the sixth time that the
union had sought a vote of
workers at the facility, cur-
rently owned and operated by
Cleveland Cliffs.

The mining operation
includes the Peter Mitchell
ore pit near Babbitt and the
processing facility at Silver
Bay and its future has been in
doubt in recent years. Cliffs’
CEO Lourenco Goncalves
has begun referring to the
facility as a “swing plant” that
will operate only when Cliffs
has a need for the additional
product. The plant’s 400
workers returned to the job
earlier this year after a nearly
year-long layoff. Workers
at the facility have told the
Timberjay that morale at the
facility has suffered as aresult
of the uncertainty over their
future employment.

The latestunion vote sug-
gests workers there are ready
for a new approach.

The workers elected to
join the Steelworkers through
card check, a process that can
lead to unionization once a
majority of workers approve
the move. The union had 90
days to get the support of a
majority of workers at the
facility, but had exceeded a
majority in less than a month.
The signatures were verified
by an independent arbitrator
this week, making the union
vote official.

“It’s very exciting for
us,” said USW district staff
representative John Arbogast.
“It’s been 34 years of trying.”

Arbogast said the union
vote wasn’t fought by Cliffs,
which made the union’s
work easier. Arbogast said
Goncalves respects the part-
nership the company has with
the USW, which represents
approximately 2,000 Cliffs
employees at four other loca-
tions on the Iron Range and
in northern Michigan. “We’re
very fortunate we didn’t have

See UNION..pg 2B



2B 1uly 21, 2023

THE TIMBERJAY

organic ingredients most
of the time. If that’s what
I want for myself, I should
practice what I preach.”

Gluten-freeandorganic
ingredients such as flour are
almostalways more expen-
sive than their counterparts
that are non-organic or
contain wheat. This makes
running a celiac-friendly,
healthy bakery and café
somewhat of a challenge
when inflation is already
driving up the cost of food.
Flermoen and Timmins
plan to “pick and choose”
when it comes to choosing
organic ingredients while
sticking to the original
gluten-free baked items and
keeping the food menu as
clean as possible.

“We’re going to try to
do as much organic as we
can, but realistically that
requires us right now to
pick and choose where we
spend that money. Our goal
starting out is for our meat
and eggs to be organic and
ethically sourced, and if
we can expand beyond that
downtheroad,that’s some-
thing we will be constantly
trying to improve on,” said
Timmins. “We want this
to be an affordable place
where a family cancome,or
aBoy Scout troop or Forest
Service team can come on
their way out of town.”

Close friends
Flermoen and Timmins

met at the Front Porch

in 2016, where they both

FRIENDS..Continued from page 1B

UNION..continued from page 1B

to get in the kind of fights
that sometimes happen,”
he added.

Arbogast said the
union will soon send out
bargaining surveys to
Northshore workers to

worked as baristas. Their
connection was imme-
diately apparent, and
they became best friends.
Flermoen developed an
interest in baking around
twenty years ago, and
during her employment at
the coffee shop, she used
her free time to hone her
craft. She used her family
and friends as testers,
including Timmins. Inearly
2022, she got a decorating
kit and began learning the
art of cake decorating.
Flermoen, inspired by her
mother and boyfriend who
both maintain gluten-free
diets,does all of her baking
without using wheat or
other grains that contain
gluten.

Flermoen and Timmins
left the Front Porch in May
2022. Timmins took the
summer off to work on
her house and think about
her future. Flermoen sold
her baked goods at the Ely
Farmers Market and per-
fected her cake decorating.
The two friends stayed
in touch and discussed
opening a business togeth-
er that would combine
Flermoen’s baking with
coffee and a more robust
menu.

With the closure of
the Front Porch, the two
women thought that Ely
needed a new place to get
breakfast and coffee and
that Flermoen’s bakery
should have a brick-and-

Some of Flermoen’s incredibly enticing bakery
goods, that will soon be available in the new
shop in the Mantel House building.

mortar location. They
decided to open and blend
a new business with the
existing bakery.Once open,
the café will absorb Jen’s
Cakery,and the friends will
be equal partners in their
business.

When scouting loca-
tions for their business,
Timmins said they planned
to look at one place only
before the Mantel House fell
into their laps. Everything
about the historic property
“feels right,” though, and
the duo chose this location
for many reasons.

2023 is the house’s
centennial year, making it
the perfect year to reopen
to the public. The home
also had a fully-equipped
commercial kitchen from
its previous run as a French

fine-dining restaurant when
Chefs Pam Freeman and
Bernard Herman ran it.

“The kitchen is
amazing and surpasses
our immediate plans,” said
Timmins. “It’s extra icing
on the cake if you will,”
said Flermoen.

The new eatery is
unnamed as of this writing,
and Flermoen and Timmins
have been taking sugges-
tions. They’re also still
taking donations to help
with the start-up costs.
Their GoFundMe page
can be found at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/
we-need-your-help-to-
open-the-doors or by
Googling GoFundMe and
Jen Flermoen. They also
have a fund at Frandsen
Bank in Ely for those who

want to avoid donating
online. At Frandsen, dona-
tions can be made to 323 E.
Sheridan LLC, or checks
can be made to Flermoen
or Timmins directly and
added to the fund.

When its doors finally
open next month, Ely’s
locals and tourists will
surely welcome anew place
to get breakfast, coffee,and
a gourmet treat or two. On
opening day, the eatery
will work with a simple
breakfast and lunch menu,
drip and cold-brew coffee,
and of course, a selection
of Flermoen’s famous
desserts. The service will
be counter and takeaway
only with hours of opera-
tion from 7 a.m. to noon,
at least to start.

“We want to wait until
things slow down a little
bit before we can get our
espresso machine,” said
Flermoen.

“And we want to get
open for the summer and do
amore limited and focused
menu, then once things
quiet down, we can close
foracouple of days to build
out our ideal service area,”
Timmins said.

The initial opening
date for the new business
was July 1, but a few
setbacks have pushed that
timetable back a month.
The biggest challenge has
been bringing the building
up to code and making it
accessible to everyone.

better understand the issues
that they want addressed
through collective bar-
gaining. Workers will then
elect a bargaining commit-
tee to begin negotiations
with the company. When

FIREWISE..Continued from page 1B

around your home,” she
said.

The first issue
addressed was access, as
in making your driveway
fire truck friendly. That
starts with making your fire
sign readily visible from
the road. The driveway at
the Kania-Tea home was
wide enough to easily fit
the Vermilion Lake Fire
Department’s main fire
engine, and the driveway
ended in a loop, meaning
emergency vehicles could
easily get in and out. Fire
trucks and ambulances
need a driveway at least
12 feet wide and need top
clearance of 14 feet. Longer
driveways, over 150 feet,
should be widened to 20
feet.

Lotz explained that
area fire departments are
not eager to drive their
trucks up driveways where
the truck can get stuck or
damaged, and often will
park on the main road and
scoutoutthe driveway first,
meaning it will take longer
for the firefighters to be on
scene actually fighting the
fire. And longer driveways
should have an area where
emergency vehicles can
safely turn around.

Embers

Wildfires spread
mostly through airborne
embers.

“It was a real aha
moment when I realized it
wasn’t a wall of fire to be
scared of,” said Erickson,
“but it was the embers.”

Surface fires travel
along the ground and then
can travel upwards into the
canopy of trees.

Butabiggerdangercan
be embers, which can travel
over a mile ahead of a fire
front, and if they fall onto
combustible items, they’ll
start new fires.

There are many no-cost
things homeowners can do
to reduce the risk of wild-
land fires damaging their
property. These are as
simple as cleaning roofs

asked, he acknowledged
that Northshore workers
may be feeling uneasy
about the operation’s status
as a swing plant. “That’s
scary stuff when the CEO
announces you might

be going up and down
based on the market,” said
Arbogast. He noted that
the union has helped to
keep mineworkers on the
job on the Range through a
variety of methods, oppor-

tunities which he hopes
will become available to
Northshore workers in the
near future.

“I think the big thing is
that they will finally have
someone to negotiate for

them on the issues. I'm
happy for the workers up
there.”

Northshore was the
final mine on the Iron Range
to operate without a union
contract.

Vermilion Lake supervisor Roxanne Tea with a display
she produced about work she and Aaron Kania did
around their Lake Vermilion home to reduce fire danger.

and gutters of dead pine
needles and leaves, stack-
ing firewood away from
the home (and not on the
deck or below the deck),
pruning branches of nearby
trees up to six feet in height
(may help stop surface fires
from traveling up into the
tree canopy), reducing the
density of brush in nearby
woods, and keeping grass
around the home short and
watered.

Erickson talked about
using fire-resistant build-
ing materials whenev-
er possible, making sure
wood exteriors are smooth
and well-caulked, so that
embers can’t start splin-
tered wood on fire or get
sucked into a home around
vents or windows. Vents
should be covered with
1/8-inch metal screens.

Embers can start fires
not only in pine needles
in gutters or on the roof,
but they can also alight
on window boxes, plastic
porch furniture or porch
cushions and reignite.

“In case a fire is near,
quickly move these away
from the house,” Erickson
said.

Decks, if possible,
should have metal flashing
between the deck boards
and the wall of the house.
Thicker deck boards are
more fire-resistant.

Large picture windows

will conduct the heat of
a fire inside a house and
can actually start fires
indoors. Tempered glass,
and double- or triple-pane
windows are safest, she
said.

If your drapes are not
flame-resistant, remove
them in case a fire is near
and youaretold toevacuate
your home (if there is time).

Reducing fuel loads

Pruning and trimming
brush and lowerbranchesin
a30to 100 ft.radius around
your home reduces the risk
of your home catching fire,
and makes your property
easier for firefighters to
defend in case of a fire.
There should be a 10-foot-
wide space around any
propane tanks, and tanks
should be at least 10 feet
from buildings.

Any firewood stored
close to a home should be
moved away from the struc-
ture at the end of winter.

Neighbors helping

neighbors

Kania and Tea are part
of a group of friends whose
properties range from five
to 20 acres. They work
together to reduce fuel
loads on their properties.
The group includes four
couples, and two teenag-
ers, who work to assess
the properties for wildfire

resiliency,create amanage-
ment plan foreach property,
and then work together
to clear brush, burn piles
(in the winter), and haul
brush away as needed. The
group’s goal for this year to
help others form their own
cooperative groups, and to
share the practical knowl-
edge they have gained. To
learn more about the “One
More Tree Fire Coop”
contact Thea Sheldon at
thea@theasheldon.com or
call 218-235-7699.

Northland Alert

system

St. Louis County
Emergency Manager
Planner Josh Brinkman
talked about the impor-
tance of signing up for the
Northland Alert system,
which can alert county res-
idents in case of emergen-
cies, such as wildland fire.

The easiest way

to access it is through
northlandalert.com.
Signing up through north-
landalert.com will forward
the user to a webpage
hosted by the city of Duluth.
Hitting the subscribe button
on this webpage will take
you to the sign-up forms
for the entire county
and the partner cities.
The subscription process
sends you to three forms:
one for your identity, so
the system knows where
youare located forregional
alerts; one for your email,
text and phone contact
information, and how you
want your alerts delivered;
and one for which alerts
you wish to receive. The
last form also allows you
to set a quiet time of your
own choosing for those
who want alerts muted
during sleeping hours.
All the information on the
site is confidential and not

shared outside of public
safety agencies sending
alerts. Once a user sets
up an account, it is easy
to sign back in to change
alert choices or delete an
account. There is no charge
for the alert system. The
alerts will also include
weather-related advisories.

More information

For more information
on the Firewise program,
contact Gloria Erickson at
218-365-0878 or gloria@
dovetailinc.org.

More resources are
also available at www.
firewise.org.

Josh Hasbrook, from
Vermilion Tree Service,
was also part of the event.
His company can help with
planning and removal of
brush and trees to make a
property safer from wild-
fire. He can be contacted
at 218-780-1572.
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Lucille B. Svatos

Lucille Betty Svatos,
94, of Ely, passed away on
Wednesday, July 12,2023,
at Ely Bloomenson Com-
munity Hospital. Services
will be held at St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church in
Ely on Tuesday, July 25,
with visitation at 10 a.m.
and the funeral service at
11 am. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted
to Kerntz Funeral Home
of Ely.

Lucille was born on
May 21, 1929, to William
and Mary Wencl in Owa-
tonna. She grew up on a
farm in Blooming Prairie
and attended the country
school. On April 9, 1947,
Lucille married Charles
Svatos in Litomysl. They
lived in Owatonna before
moving to Hoyt Lakes in
1957. In 1963 they moved
to Soudan. After being
widowed, Lucille moved
to Tower in 1990. She re-
sided there until moving
to Ely Carefree Assisted
Living in 2022.

Lucille was a mem-
ber of St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church in Tower.
For many years she was
a lunch lady in the Tow-
er-Soudan schools. She
enjoyed cooking, baking,
bowling, reading, danc-
ing, puzzles, and watch-
ing the Twins, but most of
all spending time with her
family.

Lucille is survived by
her children, Ray (Shel-
ley) Svatos, Ron (Sharon)
Svatos, Mary (Kent) Ja-
cobson and Steve (Jenni-
fer) Svatos; grandchildren,
Chris, Amy, Anthony and
Nathan Bush, Jon Svatos,
Sarah Barrientos (Nico),
Matt (Julie) Svatos, Wil-
ly (Bria) Vosburgh, Ben
(Paulina) Jacobson, Dr.
Edward Jacobson, No-
lan and Bryn Svatos;
great-grandchildren, Bella
Bush and Stella Svatos;
special family members,
Toon, Ashley and Adin;
sister, Joan Pirkl; and
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded
in death by her husband,
Charles; daughter and
son-in-law, Kathy and
Keith Bush; infant grand-
son, Bradley Svatos; and
sisters, Marlene Hansen
and Regina Wacek.

David S. Akerson

David Scott Akerson,
73, of Tower, formerly
of Floodwood and Ely,
passed away after a dif-
ficult battle with COPD,
on Wednesday, July 12,
2023, at his home. Visi-
tation will be from 1 p.m.
until the 2 p.m. memorial
service on Friday, July
21 at the Bauman-Cron
Funeral Home Chapel in
Virginia. Mr. Bill Bauman
will officiate.

He is survived by his
children, Jason (Man-
dy) Akerson of Britt and
Jarin (Nathan) Houdek

of Eveleth; grandchil-
dren, Kaden, Beau and
Ethan Akerson, Livia
and Grayson Houdek;
half-sister, Tanya Akerson
of Watkins; sister-in-law,
Kristin (Brian) Schlegel of
Blomkest; father-in-law,
Roland Leaf of Willmar;
nephews, Shane (Lisa)

Akerson, Kyle (Cassie)
Akerson and Chad Ak-
erson; and niece, Kaitlin
(Jason) Budish.

Davin T. Branwall

Davin Tor Bran-
wall, 50, of Minneapolis,
passed away unexpect-
edly due to health issues
at his home on Tuesday,
June 20, 2023. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at
11 a.m. on Tuesday, July
25 at St. Stephen Luther-
an Church in White Bear
Lake, with visitation one
hour prior. Lunch and fel-
lowship will follow at 12
p.m. Interment will be in
the family plot at Lakev-
iew Cemetery in Tower
at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, donations are pre-
ferred to his son Tristan
Tor Branwall’s 529 Col-
lege Fund. Arrangements
are with Honsa Family
Funeral Home in White
Bear Lake.

Davin graduated from
White Bear Lake High
School in 1991 near the
top of his class. He was
nominated to West Point
by three Minnesota Con-
gressmen, as well as to the
Naval Academy. Unfortu-
nately, while at Mt. Hood
in Oregon with the high
school ski team, he fell
and was injured and was
disqualified. He was also
active in other student
activities, was inducted
into the National Honor
Society, was on the Stu-
dent Council and earned
an academic letter for all
three years. Davin decided
to attend the University of
Minnesota and graduated
with honors in 1996 with
a degree in Mechanical
Engineering. He took a
job in Silicon Valley with
Komag Corporation, fol-
lowed by HP in Califor-
nia, HP in Boise, Idaho,
Micron in Boise and Sea-
gate in Minnesota.

Davin married Fla-
via Polignone on Oct.
15, 2004, and the joy of
his life, Tristan Tor Bran-
wall, was born on Nov.
18,2007. Davin loved the
outdoors, downhill ski-
ing, hiking, camping, all
types of fishing, and hunt-
ing. He excelled at all of
them. His favorite place
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was his family’s cabin in
Northern Minnesota. He
also was proficient in all
of the trades including
rough carpentry, finish
carpentry, furniture, elec-
trical and plumbing, and
he enjoyed doing all of
them. Davin continued to
play soccer and ice hock-
ey as an adult while living
in California and Idaho.
He became interested in
cooking as a little boy
helping his mother in the
kitchen. Davin maintained
that interest and became a
gourmet chef. He worked
as a chef in several differ-
ent high-end restaurants in
the Twin Cities.

Davin was introduced
to art when he was five-
years old and attended
school in Italy, where
his family lived for three
years; he became hooked.
Davin took an art class
in middle school taught
by a very talented and
accomplished teacher,
Frank Zeller, and created
wonderful art in charcoal,
watercolor, acrylic and
oil. He continued paint-
ing later in life and people
who viewed his works of-
fered to buy them. Davin
was very spiritual, and
well liked by everyone
who knew him. He cared
about and was passionate
toward people who were
down and out. Davin vol-
unteered for a religious or-
ganization, Breakthrough
Ministries, and cooked
meals for homeless peo-
ple, helped serve com-
munion, and helped many
individuals who were in
need.

Davin will be missed
by his family and many
friends. Unfortunately,
due to medical issues, he
struggled later in life and
was unable to work full-
time but continued to have
a positive attitude about
life and his future. He
was currently working at
Walgreens where he was
much appreciated.

Davin is survived
by his father, Lee; son,
Tristan Tor; brother, Eric
(Jill); sister-in-law, Mi-
chelle Branwall Harty;
cousins, Lindsey, Lane,
Nathan and Tyra; and ex-
wife, Flavia Polignone.

He was preceded
in death by his mother,
Arlene Espland Bran-
wall; brother, Lee Jr.; and
grandparnts, Ernest and
Mary Branwall, Carl and
Esther Espland.

Lois A. Trygg

Lois Ann Wattunen
Trygg, 98, of Cook,
peacefully passed away
on Tuesday, July 11,
2023. A celebration of
life was held on Monday,
July 17 at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Cook. Arrange-
ments were with Mlaker
Funeral Home of Cook.

She is survived by
her daughters, Karen (Lee
Pontinen) McCue of Ev-
eleth and Harriet (John)
Martinez of  Surprise,
Ariz.; grandchildren,
Fred (Melissa) McCue,
Tedd (Kelly) McCue,
Scott Trygg and Tracy
(Greg) LaPatka; several
great-grandchildren; niec-
es, nephews and cousins.

it I'i- 1 ,H:':‘__k - /

Joy A. Raudio

Love is stronger than
Death.

Joy Arlene Sjoberg
Raudio, 91, of Mound,
originally of Tower, died
on Wednesday, July 5,
2023. A graveside service
will be held at 1:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 17 at
Lakeview Cemetery in
Tower.

Joy was born on
May 19, 1932, in Tower,
the daughter of Roy and
Irene Mickelson Sjoberg.
She grew up and attended
Tower-Soudan  schools,
graduating in June 1950.
She played clarinet in the
band and was chosen to
be drum majorette for the
marching band. Joy met
her future husband, Rog-
er J. Raudio, at a dance
and they became engaged
the day she graduated
from high school. She
was employed as a den-
tal receptionist in Tower
and worked at Mitchell
Lake Resort in Ely on
weekends. Joy and Roger
were united in marriage
at St. James Presbyterian
Church in Tower on Jan.
6, 1951. They made their
home in Ely, moving to
Duluth after the birth of
their first child, Sheryl.
The marriage was blessed
with two more girls, Gerry
and Terry, while living in
Duluth. The family then
moved to Virginia, where
their son, Roger David,
was born in 1960. Joy was
a loving wife and mother,
raising four children, vol-
unteering at school and in
church activities as well as
in the community. Joy was
a great cook and made de-
licious baked goods for
the growing family. She
also worked in the hospi-
tality industry in the food
and beverage sector.

Joy and Roger relo-
cated many times as Rog-
er advanced in his career.
Joy made many friends
as the family moved from
Minnesota to Michigan,
back to Minnesota, lowa,
Wisconsin, back to lowa,
then to Long Lake in Min-
nesota where they lived
until 1981. She enjoyed
country western music,
playing bingo, watching
Minnesota Twins games,
and spending time with
family. She especially en-
joyed having her grand-
children visit and taking
them to the park or the
pool. Joy continued to live
in Long Lake until moving
to Golden Valley and later
to St. Louis Park. In 2019,
she became a resident of
Harrison Bay Senior Liv-
ing of Mound, where she
lived until her death.

Joy is survived by
her daughters, Sheryl So-
renson, Gerry Nedder-
meyer (Gilbert) and Ter-
ry Tegels (Thomas); son,
Roger D. Raudio; grand-
sons, Brent Sorenson,
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Anthony Tegels, Zachary
Tegels, Luke Tegels, An-
drew Neddermeyer and
Wesley Neddermeyer;
granddaughter, Alexan-
dra Tegels Paulson; eight
great-grandchildren; and
numerous extended fami-
ly and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Roy
and Irene Sjoberg; former
husband, Roger J. Raudio;
brothers, Roy Sjoberg Jr.
and Terry Sjoberg; sister,
Gayle Lilya; and grand-
son, Brian Sorenson.

The idea is not to
live forever but to cre-
ate something that will. -
Andy Warhol

Merlin C. Solberg

Merlin Clayton Sol-
berg, 88, passed away
peacefully on Thursday,
May 11, 2023, at Care-
free Living in Babbitt sur-
rounded by his family. A
celebration of life will be
held at 11:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, July 22 at the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church
in Babbitt, with Pastor
Christina Forsythe offi-
ciating. Visitation will be
one hour prior to service.
A private burial service
will be held at Lakeview
Cemetery in Tower for
Merlin and his wife Max-
ine Anderson Solberg.
Arrangements are with
Landmark Funeral Home
in Virginia.

He is survived by his
children, Jane (Thomas),
Dave (Delaine) and Terry
(Diane);  grandchildren,
Mike (Kelsey), Scott
(Cheyenne), Courtney and
Joshua;  great-grandson,
Archer;  brother-in-law,
Doug (Cathy); sister-in-
law, Julie; and several
nieces and nephews.

Richard K. Brownlee

Richard Keith “Rick”
Brownlee, 68, of Rose-
ville, originally of Embar-
rass, passed away unex-
pectedly but surrounded
by family on Friday, Nov.
25,2022. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 3 p.m.
on Friday, July 21 at the
State Veterans Cemetery,
Hwy. 53 in Duluth, fol-
lowed by a small gather-
ing at the Cast Iron, Old
Miller Trunk Hwy. in
Duluth. Arrangements are
with Minnesota State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Duluth.

He is survived by
his wife, Janice Hemann
Brownlee; children,
Dominic (Jennifer)
Brownlee, Kira (Nathan)
Grotelueschen, Aaron
(Timothy)  Brownstone,
Sean (Allie) Brownlee
and Logan Brownlee;
grandchildren, Sophie
and Kylie Grotelueschen,
Beau, William and Zay-
dann Brownlee; brothers,
Thomas Brownlee, Brad-
ley (Denise) Brownlee
and Mathew Brownlee;
nieces and nephews; and
several aunts.

Anerva F. Pylka
Anerva France-
lia “Ann” Maki Pylka,
99, originally of Waasa
and Embarrass, died on
Wednesday, July 12,2023,
at Carefree Assisted Liv-
ing in Babbitt, surrounded
by her loved ones. A fam-
ily memorial will be held

BOAT

at a later date. The family
would like to thank Care-
free Living in Babbitt for
their loving care during
her less than two-year stay
and East Range Hospice
for their compassionate
care during her end days.
In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to the
Spiritwood Foundation or
a charity of your choice.
Arrangements have been
entrusted to Landmark
Funeral Home in Virginia.

She is survived by
children, Rodney (Clau-
dia) Pylka, Pam (Roger)
Penttila and Kevin (Ter-
ri) Pylka; thirteen grand-
children and step-grand-
children; and numerous
great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren.

Helen F. Kochevar

Helen Frances Pe-
rushek Kochevar, 99, of
Ely, peacefully passed
away on Thursday, July
13, 2023, at Waterview
Pines in Virginia, where
she lived briefly after
suffering a broken hip in
May. Services will be held
at 11 a.m. on Monday,
July 31 at Kerntz Funeral
Home in Ely with inter-
ment at the Ely Cemetery
following the service. A
celebration of life will fol-
low at 12:30 p.m. at Grand
Ely Lodge. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests
donations to East Range
Hospice in Virginia.

She is survived by
her grandchildren, Bruce
Kochevar (Mary), Lynn
Perrey (Ed), Fred Koche-
var and Brenda Erjavec;
several nieces, nephews,
cousins and great-grand-
children.

Joann Olson

Joann Colt Olson, 84,
of Babbitt, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday,
July 11, 2023, at Bound-
ary Waters Care Center.
A celebration of life was
held on Tuesday, July 18
at Grand Ely Lodge. Inter-
ment was at the Argo Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers,
memorials can be made to
the Boundary Waters Care
Center in Ely. The family
wishes to thank the staff
at Boundary Waters Care
Center who showed kind-
ness, compassion and love
to JoAnn over seven and
a half-years. The family
also wishes to thank the
staff of Ely Bloomenson
Community Hospital, Dr.
Joseph Bianco and a spe-
cial thanks to Dr. James
Montana. Family arrange-
ments were entrusted to
Kerntz Funeral Home of
Ely.

She is survived by her
daughter, Kathleen (Jim)
Crawford of Brookhaven,
Miss.; son, Robert (Glen-
da) Lewis of Booneville,
Miss.; brothers, Williams
(Phyllis) Colt of Proctor
and Joseph (Carol) Colt of
Scanlon; grandsons, Bran-
don (Lynn) Crawford,
Travis Olson and Betha-
ny (Jay) Ballard; and five
great-grandchildren.

WORKS

Lake Vermilion = Tower, MN

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion
9 AM-12 Noon ¢ Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 ® Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive * 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com
— O DA
cnser ML memne JUND
Shoreiangr ShoreStation’ ARETICLITY




4B July 21, 2023

THE TIMBERJAY

. utdoor

Our lives in the

S Northwoods

Dry conditions continue to worsen

Parts of St. Louis County and most of Lake County now in moderate drought

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Drought
conditions continue to build
across Minnesota, including
here in the North Country,
despite some recent rains.
That’saccording tothe National
Weather Service Office in
Duluth as well as the U.S.
Drought Monitor. The latest

Most

weekly drought monitor shows
all of Minnesota and the vast
majority of the Upper Midwest
in varying levels of drought.

of northern
Minnesota is now in moderate
drought, although most of the
northern two-thirds of St. Louis
County are listed as abnormally
dry, which is the lowest level
of drought status. Only far
western and far southern St.
Louis County are currently

THE WEATHER

listed in moderate drought,
along with most of Lake and
Cook counties.

Despite a very wet winter
and early spring, the region’s
weather pattern flipped toadry
one in May and much of June -
which would normally be one
of the wettest periods of the
year. While the regionreceived
significant rains at the end of
June and some modest rains
since then, the area continues

—_—

Right: The drought map

issued July 13 by the U.S.
Drought Monitor. |

tofall behind during a period of
the year when average rainfall
typically runs between 1 and
1.5-inches per month. Cooler
weather in July has likely
helped reduce the effects of the
more limited rainfall.

See DROUGHT..pg. 5B
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WILD HARVEST

BERRY ABUNDANT

Despite dry conditions, bl ueberry, juneberry, and raspberry crops are robust

crops around the area are bordering on

abundant to exceptional, at least in many
places. And this year, June’s early heat has left
most berry crops ripening ahead of schedule,
which means you should get out now if you’re
hoping for a few blueberry pies, or raspberry
jam, this summer.

The relative berry
abundance is likely the
result of last winter’s
heavy snow, which
provided enough soil
moisture for most berry
bushes to weather June’s
remarkably hot and dry
conditions.

The only exception
appears to be the blue-
berry crop in areas with
shallow soils, which
were left parched by
June’s weather. That
means the bedrock out-
crops that can provide excellent picking in an
average-to-wetyear,aren’tlikely to yield many
berries this summer.

If you’re having a hard time finding blue-
berries, be on the lookout for juneberries, which
are the blueberry’s meatier and often sweeter
cousin. This year, many juneberry bushes are
loaded with big, juicy, and sweet berries, more
than I’ve seen in several years. Walking and
biking paths in places like Ely, Tower, and
Soudan are good places to look for juneberries.
In case you’re not familiar with juneberries,
these are tall bushes, often growing ten feet
high or more, so they can be easier to pick for
those who have a hard time bending down for
blueberries. Even if the berries are above your
head, you can usually bend the branches down
quite a bit without breaking them.

Wild raspberries are also beginning to
ripen and also appear to be abundant. And,
while they’re far from ripe this early, the wild
plum crop looks exceptionally strong as well
for those who like to make plum jelly.

For the second year in a row, the wild fruit

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Top: Blueberries, of
varying ripeness,
glisten after a recent
rain shower.

Above: Juneberries
are surprisingly
plump and sweet this
year, despite the dry
and hot June. Get
them now, however,
because they’ll be
past peak soon.

Right: The raspberry
crop is quickly
ripening and appears
better than average.

photos by M. Helmberger

T e

Wildflower Watch

This week’s featured flower
BLUE VERVAIN

Look for Blue Vervain,
Verbena hostata, in sunny wet
meadows or lakeshores, where it
stands well above most grasses
and other wildflowers.

It’s tiny five-petaled flowers
bloom along a tightly packed
spike and are a unique shade of
bluish-purple. Each plant typically
grows several flower spikes and
they bloom from bottom to top
over a period a weeks.

Its leaves are narrow and
coarsely toothed and grow oppo-
site each other. The plant’s stems
are square and are often reddish in
color. It’s a native wildflower and
is widely distributed in Minnesota.

RECREATION

Forest Service
proposes
hike in public
camping fees

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The Superior
National Forest is proposing to
change fees at several national
forest campgrounds in the region
and the public is invited to submit
comments on the proposed change.

For those campgrounds that
currently assess camping fees, the
proposed change would increase
the nightly site fee from the current
$12 to $18. That would include
the following campgrounds:
Echo Lake, Lake Jeanette, and
Pfeiffer Lake. The Echo Lake
Group Campground fee would
increase from $20 a night to
$30. Campgrounds on the Tofte
District, which currently charge
$15 per night, would increase to
$18. That includes the following
campgrounds: Little Isabella
River, McDougal Lake, Ninemile
Lake, and Divide Lake.

“We recognize how import-
ant these sites are to our local
communities and to those who
use the sites,” said Tim Engrav,
Acting Recreation Manager for the
Superior National Forest. “These

See FEES..;pg. 5B
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Fishing reports

Ely area

The best walleye bite
continues to be in shallow
water, with 7-9 feet seeming
to offer the most success.
Anglers catching walleyes
here are either trolling
crankbaits at about 2 mph,
jigging leeches, crawl-
ers and even minnows,
or pulling spinner rigs.
Shallow rocky points,
shallow sunken islands
and shallow rocky flats have
been the areas to target. Hot
colors have been Firetiger,
purple and gold.

Topwater smallmouth
bass fishing has cooled
off some this last week,
as cooler than normal

temperatures settled in the
area. Best bite has been
subsurface and on spinners
and Ned rigs.

This cool snap has
only improved the local
pike bite on area lakes.
Pike continue to be found
in shallow weedbeds, while
river mouths, entrances
to shallow bays and main
lake point are other areas
to look for active pike.
Spoons, spinnerbaits, and
sucker minnows, fished
under a bobber, continue
to work well.

Courtesy of
Arrowhead Outdoors.
See more at Arrowhead
OutdoorsElyMN .com.

DROUGHT...continued from page 2B —

According to the
National Weather Service
(NWS), long term out-
looks for the rest of the
summer suggest above-av-
erage temperatures and
average-to-below-average
precipitation, which is
expected to further exac-
erbate drought conditions.

Water levels dropping

The effects of the
drought are showing up in
river levels in the region,
as rivers across the region
have been dropping to
close to Q90 levels, which
indicates a river that’s in
the bottom 10th percentile
orlower for flow. The Little
Fork Riverwasat 115 cubic
feet per second, or cfs, as of
Monday, down from 156

cfs the previous Monday.
This week’s reading was
just above the river’s Q90
of 90 cfs. The Vermilion
River was experiencing a
flow of 271 cfs,asignificant
drop from the reading of
364 cfs one week earlier,
but still well above its Q90
of 122 cfs.

The St.Louis Riverhas
already dropped below its
Q90 of 630 cfs with a flow
of 509 cfs.

You can find the latest
information concerning
drought conditions, includ-
ing anumber of drought-re-
lated graphics, on the
NWS local drought page
at https://www.weather.
gov/dlh/drought_page.

FEES...Continued from page 4B

fee increases will help us
maintain the sites to the
level and quality people
have come to expect in
addition to making the fees
more consistent throughout
the forest,” he added.

In 2004, Congress
passed the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement
Act (REA), which allows
the Forest Service to retain
funds collected at certain
recreation sites and use these
funds locally to operate,
maintain, and improve the
sites. At least 80 percent of
the revenue from recreation
fees remains on the forests
to operate, maintain, and
improve facilities.

According to a Forest
Service statement, raising
the revenue collected
through recreation fees
would help the forest
improve infrastructure
within the campgrounds
and maintain a steady level
of staffing during the season
of operation.

The comment period
on the proposed changes
is set to end on Sept. 12,
2023. To ensure that your
comments are considered,
please send your comments
by that date to:

MAIL:

Superior National
Forest, Attention: Tim
Engrav,8901 Grand Avenue
Place, Duluth, MN 55808.

EMAIL:

SM_FS Superior NF@

Ritchie
Automatic
Livestock Waterers
and Parts

HIBBINGEDW
ED

262-3049

usda.gov with Subject: Rec
Fees

IN PERSON:

Oral comments must
be provided in person at the
Superior National Forest
during normal business
hours (Monday — Friday, 9
a.m.—4 p.m.) or by calling
218-626-4300 and indi-
cating you would like to
provide comments on the
‘proposed recreation fee
changes’.

ON-LINE:

Comments can also be
provided online at http://
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/
r9feeproposals.

For more information
on the proposed project,
visit our website www.
fs.usda.gov/superior.

0 Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

YTD Total

g
O Boats, trailers, and gear

Friday Saturday

Mod,
Py,

WY

-

ee e e oo e

'..““4‘
ML)

I . R

76 53 77 54

Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.

07/10 79 54 0.18 0710 81 52 0.52
07111 69 47 0.00 0711 69 39 0.00
0712 70 49 0.00 0712 70 41 0.00
0713 71 51 0.00 0713 72 41 0.00
0714 73 55 0.02 0714 75 43 0.02
0715 76 57 0.00 0715 77 48 0.03
07/16 69 49 0.04 0716 69 43 0.00
11.63 YTD Total 13.21

My Stuntz Bay

Livingonanisland takes a great
deal of planning and consideration.
I certainly wish I had done that and
not gone on the seat of my pants
method. Still, four years later, I'm
still here and happy about my deci-
sion.I’ve learned a lot and still have
a long way to go. But there is one
thing I fell into and certainly did not
appreciate near enough at the time.
The Stuntz Bay boathouse.

According to Wikipedia, there
are 143 boathouses in Stuntz Bay,
mostly built in
the first half
of the 20th
century. The
lots were given
to the Soudan
Iron Mine
employees as
a reward for
yearsof service
and the miners
built the struc-
tures out of
tamarack poles
and scrap metal from the mine.
Resourceful, huh? Apparently the
mining company promoted outdoor
recreation as an employment perk
andI canimagine hunting and fishing
were popular pastimes.

At any rate, I have one that has
been in the family for quite a few
years now. Because the houses are
now partof the Soudan Underground
Mine National Park and are listed
as a historic district on the National
Register of Historic Places, I am
subject to the rules of that organi-
zation. As it stands currently, I will
be the last generation in my family
to use the boathouse and ownership
will eventually revert back to the
park. I can never sell it or give it to
a next generation. I am it!

But,manoh man,I’m gonnause
it now and appreciate it every day!
My boathouse is a rather medium-

APRIL
WAMHOFF

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

% Water from boat, bilge,
motor, and live well

o Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

G Trash unused bait
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. 78 54

Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.  Orr Hi
0710 82 50 0.10 0710 70
0711 70 44 0.00 0711 70
0712 71 46 0.00 0712 73
0713 75 47 0.00 0713 73
0714 75 52 0.05 0714 75
0715 78 55 0.00 07/15 66
0716 68 52 0.00 07/16 63
YTD Total 8.54 YTD Total

LIFE ON THE LAKE

4] e

size one compared to some of the
otherhouses. It fits my runabout just
nicely. When my dad purchased the
house, it came with a retired mail-
boat.I’m sure it was a large boat for
the day. There are larger boathouses
and even doubles, and doubles that
have beenremodeled to house larger
boats. And there are smaller ones.
Much smaller ones.Idon’timagine,
back in the day, there was much call
for a house large enough for a huge
runabout or a houseboat.

And though the worth and
ownership of the boathouse ends
with me, she is priceless. Truly!
I use it nearly every day. And as
such, we maintain her whenever
she needs some TLC. She was
originally sitting on posts pounded
into the bay. Egads! We’ve since
had cribs put in. Tilt up doors have
beenreplaced and aroll up installed.
The year of the flood, I had to have
my three big dogs sit in the front of
the boat for enough weight to get
under the tilted-up door. It needed
replacing anyway. The barn swal-
lows are messy part-time residents
inthe boathouse.I have three plastic

- |
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LEARN MORE AT CLEAN
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79 56

Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
52 0.47 0710 80 52 0.32
43 0.00 0711 69 39 0.00
43 0.00 0712 69 43 0.00
52 0.00 0713 72 43 0.00
50 0.00 07114 73 48 0.04
54 0.00 0715 76 48 0.00
50 0.00 07/16 68 42 0.03
NA YTD Total 11.26

boaoe

April’s black
lab Nibs
looks ahead
as they
prepare to
enter their
boathouse
on Stuntz
Bay, one of
nearly 150
historic
boathouses
located there.

photo by
A. Wamhoff

owls doing sentinel duty. They are
marginally helpful. One has blinking
lights for eyes and hoots when it is
activated by motion. I think it was
inspired by a horror movie and, if
I were a tiny bird, I think I would
be scared. But they are brave. And
they don’t pay rent!

I'see other improvements made
to the boathouses. Some have solar
panels. More roll-up doors and new
cribs have been installed. But some
have fallen into extreme disrepair
and even collapsed into the lake.
Such a shame. I imagine they have
already reverted back to government
ownership for one reason or another.

Those of us who have the true
privilege of the use of one of these
structures are so incredibly for-
tunate. I do wish the rules would
change to allow more years of
ownership to more generations.
Then maybe the decay of these truly
priceless buildings would stop. But
for now, we live with the rules and
hope forachange. This humble little
structure, my Stuntz Bay boathouse,
rich in history, allows me the ability
to live on my island.

L 4

Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

(Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water

(120°F or warmer)

DRAINDRY.ORG
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EMPLOYMENT

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
High School Paraprofessionals

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for
Paraprofessionals for the 2023-2024 school
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:

> Associate’s Degree/equivalent or complete
a Para Pro exam with a passing score (www.
ets.org/parapro)

> Preferred experience working with school
age children

> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively
and communicate effectively in a collaborative
setting

> Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:

> Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
» Health and life insurance

> Flexible spending account

> PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:

» District Application

Resume

» College Transcripts

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email Iwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us.
Contact the District Office for a complete job
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: July 26, 2023; open until
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, July 21, 2023

Legacy Project Manager
Closes: 07/28/2023

Position Purpose: The Legacy Project
Manager coordinates and serves as liaison
between content producers and other inde-
pendent contractors engaged by KBFT radio,
to oversee and document Legacy Amendment
projects, including photographer(s), videogra-
pher(s) and/or engineer(s) for recording live
broadcasts. The incumbent is responsible for
executing the purpose of the 2013 Legacy
amendment, which supports arts, art edu-
cation and access to the arts, preserves
Minnesota’s history and cultural heritage.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free e Annual leave e Sick
leave o 401k match e 15 paid holidays e Flex
plan e Basic Life Insurance e LTD e Voluntary
benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

STAFF
OPENINGS

Vermilion Country School
(VCS) is an innovative
educational program that

« COUNTRY ,
SCHOOL
v provides project-based
environmental education

as a Minnesota public school. We seek adults
who want to work for a positive education and
impact in this community. We serve students
across the Iron Range in Tower. Contact
VCS if you are interested in being a positive
influence in the community and supporting
our young people in learning.

VERMILION

All roles listed below are full time 1.0
and provide benefits, including PTO

We recently received grant funding to
increase our staffing and have several
new roles we are hiring for:

SpEd Teacher (Licensed)
SpEd Social Worker (Licensed)
Science Interdisciplinary Teacher (Licensed)

Unlicensed Positions:
Paraprofessional (SpEd)
Check and Connect Coordinator
(2142 partnership)
Student Success Specialist

VCS can support candidates with a B.A. to
attain licensure in teaching - if you have inter-
est and appropriate experience, but don’t yet

have a teaching license, please apply!

All applications and
questions can be sent to
info@vermilioncountry.org
or by calling 218-248-2485

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

W Waschke Family Chevrolet is

) currently seeking an Auto Body

WLERUEN Technician and an  Automotive

+« Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-

son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Attention
HAY HARVESTING

The City of Babbitt PUC department is looking
for someone interested in harvesting hay. The
field is approximately 50 acres. Harvesters
must supply all their own equipment, and all
hay harvested becomes property of the har-
vester. If interested, please contact Chuck
Schanlaub at 218-235-0232. 7121

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
SEEKING CLEANING SERVICE/
CLEANING PERSON

Greenwood Township is seeking a part
time cleaning service/cleaning person for
Greenwood Town Hall, 3000 Hwy 77, Tower,
MN 55790. Contact JoAnn Bassing, Township
Clerk, at the above address or clerk@green-
woodtownshipmn.com or 218-753-2231.

Published in the Timberjay, July 21, 2023

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR SEALED QUOTES FOR
TREE REMOVAL AT GREENWOOD
TOWN HALL COMPLEX

The Greenwood Township Board is accepting
sealed quotes for the removal of the marked
trees at the Town Hall, 3000 Hwy 77, Tower
MN 55790.

The contractor must provide a certificate of
insurance as to general liability insurance cov-
erage. Successful quotes must carry vehicle
and general liability insurance for no less than
$1,000,000.00 for personal injury and property
damage.

Sealed quotes are to be sent or delivered by
Aug. 7, 2023 to JoAnn Bassing, Greenwood
Township Clerk at 3000 Hwy 77, Tower
MN 55790. E-mail: clerk@greenwoodtown-
shipmn.com

The township reserves the right to reject any
or all quotes, to waive any irregularities and to
accept any quote deemed most advantageous
to the Township.

Published in the Timberjay, July 21, 2023

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

City of Tower
OPENING

Tower Economic Development Authority

Secretary
(non-Board Member, monthly stipend)

See https://cityoftower.com/positions-avail-
able or City Hall to apply
Deadline Monday, July 31

Published in the Timberjay, July 21 & 28, 2023

City of Tower
OPENING

Tower Economic Development Authority
Board Member

See https://cityoftower.com/positions-avail-
able or City Hall to apply
Deadline Monday, July 31

Published in the Timberjay, July 21 & 28, 2023

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR SEALED
QUOTES FOR PROPANE AT
GREENWOOD TOWN HALL
COMPLEX - 2023-2024 SEASON

The Greenwood Township Board is accepting
sealed quotes for propane at the Town Hall,
3000 Hwy 77, Tower MN 55790, for the 2023-
2024 season.

Sealed quotes are to be sent or delivered by
Sept. 30, 2023 to JoAnn Bassing, Greenwood
Township Clerk at 3000 Hwy 77, Tower
MN 55790. E-mail: clerk@greenwoodtown-
shipmn.com

The township reserves the right to reject any
or all quotes, to waive any irregularities and to
accept any quote deemed most advantageous
to the Township.

Published in the Timberjay, July 21, 2023

SNOWELAKES

solution

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!

ACOOK

HOCSPITAL & CARE CEMTER
Our Speciaity & You

OPEN POSITIONS

Business Office
AR/Collections Technician (Wage starting
at $18.55)

Care Center

FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)

PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical
Nurse (Wage starting at $36.22/hr.
$4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER

Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant (Wage
starting at $17.79/NA certification or
EMT required)

Environmental Services
PT & Casual (Environmental Tech )
Housekeeping and Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide

Radiolo

FT Radiologic Technologist
($4,000 sign-on bonus)

Casual Ultrasound Tech
(Independent Contractor)

Casual Radiologic Tech

(Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

Rehab
Casual Rehab Secretary

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resoarces

218-666-6220
humanresources@cookhospital.org

e Conk Horpeed & Core Corter ofers compeciye poy ore! Seved

"The Cook Hospitalis an equal opportunity provider and employer vty P R srtrereer e, o o (il covreer | oo

PUBLIC NOTICES

Eveleth Virginia Airport Authority
- Hangar Building Sites Available -

The Eveleth Virginia Airport has hangar building sites available at located at
4280 Miller Trunk Road, Eveleth MN 55734. These sites are owned and
managed under the Eveleth-Virginia Airport Authority under a long term lease.

The Eveleth-Virginia Airport Authority will be taking in applications for these
sites through August 30, 2023.

*In the event there is more than one applicant for each building site, there will be
a lottery style drawing. This lottery drawing will be conducted at an official
Eveleth — Virginia Airport Authority Board Meeting to be held on September 12,
2023. Those who do not obtain a building site will be put on a waiting list in the
event the selected applicant does not move forward with construction within the
terms and guidelines.

Please review the Minimum Applicant Requirements and the Hangar Site
Application at:

https://www.virginiamn.us/live/advisory_boards_and commissions/eveleth-
virginia_airport_authority.php

For further information please contact:
Kris Marafioti

Airport Coordinator

218-744-7563
e-vairportauthority@virginiamn.us

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR SEALED QUOTES FOR
SNOW REMOVAL AT GREENWOOD TOWN HALL
COMPLEX - 2023-2025 SEASON

The Greenwood Township Board is accepting sealed quotes for the
snow removal at the Town Hall 2023-2025 season. The quote should
state the cost of removing the snow per hour for the entrance, driveways
and parking areas, additionally shoveling the walk to the entrances, once
the snow reaches a depth of 2 inches, at the Town Hall 3000 Hwy 77,
Tower MN 55790.

The contractor must provide a certificate of insurance as to general
liability insurance coverage. Successful quotes must carry vehicle and
general liability insurance for no less than $1,000,000.00 for personal
injury and property damage.

Sealed quotes are to be sent or delivered by Sept. 30, 2023 to
JoAnn Bassing, Greenwood Township Clerk at 3000 Hwy 77, Tower
MN 55790. E-mail: clerk@greenwoodtownshipmn.com. The township
reserves the right to reject any or all quotes, to waive any irregularities
and to accept any quote deemed most advantageous to the Township.

Published in the Timberjay, July 21, 2023

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

814 3
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate € € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

Call Today - 218-753-2950

b |
I
' Try out the Timberjay classifieds | MARINE
: Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum. :
1 Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 1
: (private parties only). We now accept payment by : Centrally Located On
: Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to : -
' 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds i Lake Vermilion
! are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices ! . A
1 1 Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
: and information on discounts. ! fg Losse or Purchase prtiortls o
1
| |
[ ol

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

MARINE

MOCCASIN POINT :
JARONSON

BOAT WORKS
u

OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service

MARINE

Mercury, Crestliner, Lund 4655 Moccasin .P.Oint Rd LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
T S Lake Vermilion Located two miles southwest
ranksmarine@centurytel.net of Tower on Hwy, 169
Hwy 53, Orr » Call 218-757-3150 21 8_753_331 9 Summer Hours:

AUTOMOTIVE BUILDING
Langevin Auto SIVLICIES
& Truck Repair
Full Service =
Auto Repair & Garage |  EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILL INC
Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F “ .
2(1)\%23 South of Tower Put A Piece Of
218-749-0751 Northern
Minnesota
HAIR CARE In Your Home”
DREAMWEAVER SALON & Superior Quality
DAY SPA- Open Monday- * Plfank Paneling
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666- * Trim
5594. tfn * One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
HOSPICE * Industrial Lumber
218-744-1788
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE | 8go5 Hyy 101, Iron, MN 55751

PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

CANOE

1974 15 FT. GRUMMAN
SPORTSMAN CANOE w/1964
3hp Evinrude motor. 24” square
stern. $1,195. 218-235-7366 or
text 612-839-1723. 7/21v

BOAT

FOR SALE- THOMPSON
17.5 FT FIBERGLASS BOAT-
MerCruiser 1/O, with trailer and
custom covers, seats 9, very
good condition. $5,000. Call
612-239-0803. 7/21v

LOST CAT

Since 1926
t Handberg’s J
R

& GENERAL STORE

Boat Sales, Service
& Storage

= @YAMAHA ~ERCURY -

218-993-2214 - handbergs.com
Crane Lake, MN

RENTAL
WANTED

RENTAL WANTED- Apartment
or house in Ely for winter.
Retired couple, non-smokers,
no pets, occupancy dates flexi-
ble. 218-404-6915. 7/21v

U-PICK

U-PICK BERRIES- Several vari-
eties of raspberries and cur-
rants. Please call 218-827-2649.
Nyberg Farm near Babbitt. 7/28

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 153-2950
timbherjay.com

Storage * Complete Service * Sales

IArArae e

r
PROVEN

Total Cov-

Call Today 218-7153-2950
Online at timherjay.com

Supel“ CI‘OSSWOI‘d STOPPING STITCHING

LOST AT i ot ACROSS 55 Cartoon 105 Celebrity chef 9 Forms a 46 Inc., to a Brit 80 Morales of
dark on top, white underneath, 1 “Still open,” canary Mario bladderlike 47 Was behind “La Linea”
and stripes on tail, no collar. on a sched. 56 Burn with no 107 Riddle's sac around financially 82 Fleur-de- —
é?ﬁ;;";jd‘fﬁ;’; dsgu':ejf' t}:‘s \Zﬁt 4 Poppa flame answer 10 “My stars!” 48 Pixar's lost 83 Power cord
cle). Call Doug Peterson at 218- 7 Some swords 58 — Little 112 Not forsaking 11 Bargain clown fish attachments
410-8245. 7/28nc 12 Nero's great- (mouse of 115 Elliptical event 49 Con at large 85 Declined
grandfather kiddie lit) 116 Fragrant 12 Just for 50 Kuwaiti VIP in status
19 Wasn't too 59 Biden's party: Chinese laughs 51 Actor 87 Lap dog
rushed to do Abbr. flower 13 Gradually lost Moss who 89 Bismarck
something 60 Los Angeles 117 Word-of- light co-starred or Pierre
21 Dance with district mouth 14 Libertine guy on “The native
peopleina 62 Part of OTOH precepts 15 Very pixel- Bold and the 91 Freezing
line 64 Riddle, part 4 118 Dig deep dense, as a Beautiful” for 94 Wall St.
22 One-dollar 71 Dress in fine 119 Grappler, TV picture 25 years manipulator
' Canadian duds rural-style 16 More, to 53 In proportion 95 Show up
by Japheth L|ght coins 72 Pedro’s 120 Gloucester’'s musicians 57 Wind- 96 German art
23 Of morals shaw! peninsula 17 — capita deposited songs
i 24 Inthe vicinity 73 Caged bird, 121 Birch-family 18 Simile center loam 97 Actor Ayres
There are 13 black hexagons in the 25 One of Capt. often tree 20 Old-style 58 Armor pieces 99 “Over the
puzz|e_ Place the numbers 1 - 6 Kirk's officers 75 “Blue Ribbon” 122 Ordinal sheriff's 61 Sch. in Rainbow”
26 Startof a beers number emblem Manhattan composer
around each of them. No number can riddle 78 Barely suffix 27 Lavinapub  63With 101- Arlen
: : 29 Like much makes, asa 123 — Plaines 28 Pool hall stick Down, 100 “Maybe ...
be repeated In any pamal hexagon folk medicine living 32 Tony winner rubber-soled ask me later’
shape a|0ng the border of the pUZZ|€. 30 Lubricates 81 Andes beasts DOWN Rivera canvas shoes 101 See
31 [talian “a” 84 Nudge rudely 17 Can See 33 Sir of 65 “How curious” 63-Down
32 Winter 85 “Meh” grades for Miles” Seville 66 Words after 105 Sheep call
hours in 86 Riddle, part 5 band 34 Former “Make love” 1086 Flooded (in)
Minn. 88 1960s art 2 Scrubbed in senator 67 Cat call 107 Windy blast
35 Ancient movement atub Lott 68 Dude, 108 Cantina pot
recital halls 90 — chi 3 Get stuck (to) 36 Roadwork slangily 109 Jedi guru
36 Riddle, part 2 92 Peak in the 4 Formal goop 69 Engine speed 110 Daredevil
41 Boxer Oscar “Odyssey” rulings 37 “— 3 Lives” stats Knievel
— Hoya 93 End of the “— and the (1952 memoir) 70 “You betchal!” 111 French
44 — -mo replay riddle Night Visitors” 38 Ascended 74 Mao — -tung *to be”
45 Kiev's 98 Letters after 6 ‘Take 39 Declaimed 75 British coins 112 Tone —
country upsilons this out” 40 Organic 76 Forewamn (“Wild Thing”
46 Riddle, part 3 102 Sci-fi visitors mark fertilizer 77 Hip-hop rapper)
52 X Games 103 Prefix with 7 Custard-filled 42 Prefix for devotees, in 113 Man-mouse
broadcaster plunk pastry “outer” old slang linkup
54 Playwright 104 Presque 8Dog named 43 Fillanest in 79 Etta of old 114 Bark
Chekhov Isle’s lake Fifi, maybe a way comics sharply
123.456 7 [8 o 1o i1 12 {13 [14 [15 [16 [17 [18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
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STRAIG H TLINE Your Source For Roofing
SURVEY ING « METAL ROOFING
“Your Complete Surveying Solution” e Fu-N 3 AR(SZEKE%EERAL
Lot Surveys Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete .
Elevation Certificates Septic Tanks S Bryan (218) 269-1039
Free Estimates We hgve: (ﬁogc&e{/ev Stc?]psZj &RSidEwSaIk zavers, Ely Areas Karl (612) 418-8953
Licensed in Minnesota and Wisconsin rus e ashe 0CK, sand, Li del d BCH 785662
Ga'g%r]ei?]ltl’.l_?/;uesshg? goﬁg::%ng?ogkrsavel’ VermiIIionRoofingI.cggS; | {]Is:;emiIIionRoofing@gmaiI.com

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
5 oeVef , Virginia, using local gravel pits
ears: to support all your needs.

FOREST CONCRETE /:’ —
PRODUCTS ﬁ

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - p/ant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 - ce/l 218-341-3197

Celebrating

PLUMBING & HEATING
SOLUTIONS. INC.

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service,
Repairs, and New.

Brandon Stone - 218-590-5294

July Deck Special
| 8x12 Deck Platform
$499.99
16x12 Deck Platform
$999.99

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

—-------1
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COOK BUILDING CENTER eric@cookbuildingcenter.com ‘X’I
6 Carpet ,
- g //\‘é & Upholstery
YO “ c ALl WEH nu LI — i~ Commercial & Residential I Al il
y = ‘ ; ' ) REMODELING
Y/ o5 =+ Powerful Truck Mounted System |
Cement Trucks, Building Materials R3O Fco  * Water Damage Specialsts [ John Thomas Almeida
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt S . PIDr-:'-er& Dﬁgﬁ
Well-drilling Equipment Call for Estimates: Braschko Family L e 1213)2357305
Propane Delivery 21 8'365'7672 -
raymondbraschko@gmail.com | ' - :
Carl Anderson Specialty Carpet Cleaning * Celebrating 35 Years! Licensed & I'E-LIB:I License #an:i“
Anderson Barging, Ine.
Cell 218-780-4935 . Licensed Septic Design Your All-Season
Ww.andersonbarging.com SEETERT s nstalatio Proiect Headaquarters
Covering all ofLake Vermilion +Complete Site & Building Preparation j q
# Road Building, Land Clearing, v Lumber
Basement, Demolition v Hardware ‘7
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling € e
EMPLOYMENT # Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt v Tools Got 7%“5 )
Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220 v Paint Yo Heed
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731 v Fr|end|y Service
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT OF IRON RANGE

VERMILION LUMBER

RESOURCES & REHABILITATION | Gakin ki I;I%M;Es(gl;'lz'lgg PROFESSIONA%
» = |'|,_,|:||:'|:'_i.3|.‘1.' i " :
Director of Community _J e baNoon S

Development

Full-time Position
Eveleth, MN

This position provides leadership for the Department of
Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation’s Community
Development Division; Oversees development of a
regional strategic plan to enhance livable communi-
ties and maximize collaborations and partnerships;
Oversees community engagement and outreach of
regional priorities, research of solutions and funding for
regional solutions, and implementation of agency pro-
gramming for community development. The position
works with various state agencies, county/local units
of government, and economic development partners
to implement a program of coordinated and integrated
planning.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers

Job ID number is 67372

Classification Title: Administrative Planning Director
State

Contact Beth Dewhurst with questions at
beth.dewhurst@state.mn.us or 218-735-3009

Application deadline: 7/26/23
Equal Opportunity Employer — 7/21

All Things New

CUSTOM WOODWORK, RESTORATION AND CREATION

JARRETT SCHOTTMULLER 218-780-9723

atn.customwoodwork@gmail.com / atn.customwoodwork .
All Things New: custom woodwork, restoration and creation @)

logt these experts help
with gour ngxt project

ROII OUT A...
BRAND NEW LOOK

Qur sales experts will help you
select the perfect carpet for
any roow in your howme or cabin!

Berbers o Plush e Shag e Level Loop

Indoor/Qutdoor

Super Crossword
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ChecliOutjQurwe
mmmm&m

SO MUCH TO
CHOOSE FROM!

WE PROVIDE
INSTALLATION!

BIG Encugh to Serve you; smal Enough 1o Know You
<& FLOOR to CEILING'

S | 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron

s5& (172 Mile West on Highway 169) 741-6690

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

S T

Bt

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

sk




