
TOWER— Luke Kujawa 
couldn’t resist the potential. The 
Twin Cities businessman, along 
with his business partner Michael 
Jellish, closed just last week on 
the 18-acre parcel of mostly 
upland property lodged strate-
gically between Tower’s harbor 
and Your Boat Club, which 
Kujawa and Jellish co-own.

The site, previously owned 

by Tom and Joe Mesojedec, 
includes the Marjo Motel and 
the former Mesojedec home 
located next door. Both existing 
structures are expected to remain, 
although they are likely to be 
renovated.

The site has long been eyed 
for possible development and last 
week’s sale lays the foundation 
for a plan that is expected to bring 
dozens of new residences and a 
small hotel to the site, along with 
the possibility of a new home 

manufacturing plant. 
“It’s such a fantastic piece of 

property,” said Kujawa. “There’s 
probably no other place in the 
state where so many trails come 
together in one place.” 

Kujawa isn’t exaggerating. 
The property sits next to the 
junction of the Mesabi bike 
trail, the Prospector ATV trail, 
the Taconite and Arrowhead 
snowmobile trails as well as 
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RAINY RIVER WATERSHED

the

Your Boat Club partners acquire 18-acre Mesojedec property; plan housing and new hotel

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Retail Store Open 6 am to 9 pm Daily
New Book Titles, Summer Clothing Arriving!

KAYAK SALE BUY ONE GET ONE 40% OFF June 28 - July 11
Over 80 Kayaks in Stock *Discount taken off lowest priced kayak

 

T

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

See... MINING pg. 10

Top: Kids were keeping their eyes on the prize, 
which in the case of a 4th of July parade means 
candy and lots of it. 

Above: A lone horseback rider shows the colors in 
Ely.

Above right: Dressed in matching colors, the 
grandkids of Randy and Marjorie Johnson were 
decked out for the parade in Tower. 

Right: The Vermilion Club gang, including “Arch” 
Archibald, Marco Stefanich, and Gwen Potter rode a 
float in the Tower parade.

Mining issues 
to be aired in 
contested case

Major development slated for Marjo site

See...ELY WATER pg. 11

See...SALE pg. 10
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Why Ely gets 
its water from 
Burntside Lake

Left:
With 1,100 
feet of 
shoreline 
along the 
East Two 
River, just 
downstream 
of the Tower 
harbor, this 
18-acre parcel 
is now slated 
for 
development.

Big crowds turn out for 4th of July events in Tower, Ely, and Orr 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY HISTORY

R E G I O N A L — E l y - b a s e d 
Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness, 
or NMW, is challenging a May 31 deter-
mination by the Department of Natural 
Resources that existing mining rules in 
Minnesota are sufficient to protect the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
from water pollution from proposed 
copper-nickel mining in the headwaters 
of the Rainy River watershed.

The group, which opposes a plan by 
Twin Metals to mine sulfide-based ore 
several miles upstream of the wilderness 
boundary, will pursue a contested case 
hearing before an administrative law 
judge, during which they hope to show 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY— Aging drinking water infra-
structure has become a hot topic for the 
city council here in recent months as city 
officials are beginning the outreach for 
funding to help finance what is likely to 
be a multi-million-dollar project. 

Clerk-treasurer Harold Langowski 
initiated the process to obtain federal 
funding with Eighth District Rep. Pete 
Stauber’s office back in February, part 
of an effort to raise the estimated $4.5 
million it will cost to replace the aging 
infrastructure that brings Ely’s drinking 
nearly five miles from Burntside Lake. 

“The original was built in 1932 
with upgrades in the 1950s and 70s,” 
Langowski told the city council back 
on March 7. “The intake infrastructure 
is approaching its end of useable life and 
requires replacement, at an estimated 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 2023
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ELY- Spiritwood Foundation 
is sponsoring a concert event to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
Veterans On The Lake on Satur-
day, July 15 at 7 p.m. at Veterans 
on the Lake, located at 161 Fern-
berg Rd. 

Over the years the nonprof-
it Fall Lake resort has provid-
ed thousands of veterans with a 
chance to enjoy the North Coun-
try.  The event, dubbed “Under 
the Big Top,” will feature per-
formances by Monroe Crossing, 
Pat and Donna Surface, Mary 
LaPlant, Marina Whight, Butch 
Schmidt, and the Ely Ledgerock-
in’ Chorus.

Proceeds will benefit Veter-
ans On The Lake and the Spirit-
wood Foundation’s programs for 
seniors and veterans. The Spir-
itwood ‘Forget Me Not’ Foun-
dation is an Ely-based 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization committed 
to supporting organizations that 
enhance the quality of life of those 
afflicted with Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease and other forms of dementia. 
Donations to the foundation fund 
programs for veterans’ homes and 
assist other nonprofits working in 
memory care. 

“We are honored to be joining 
forces with Veterans On The Lake to 
create an annual event that will in-
volve entertaining our veterans, and 
draw an audience from around the 
state,” said Donna Surface, direc-
tor of the Spiritwood Foundation. 
“This is truly a Big Top event- with 
a giant tent that will house a stage, 
seating for 350 people - and a great 
night of music. Not only do we have 
the premier bluegrass band, Monroe 
Crossing, but Mary LaPlant (six-
time Minnesota State Fiddle Cham-
pion), is performing with our band. 
The evening will culminate in a 
show-stopping jam between us and 
Monroe Crossing, and the thrill of 

dueling fiddles!” 
Surface added,“Many have ex-

pressed excitement and appreciation 
that an actual Big Top will appear 
on the grounds of Veterans On The 
Lake, where joyful sounds will rise 
to honor our veterans.” Donna Sur-
face formed the Spiritwood Foun-
dation in 2007 after her father died 
of Alzheimer’s disease.  “He was a 
WWII hero, and our Foundation has 
always been dedicated to supporting 
our vets.”

Veterans On The Lake serves 
first and foremost disabled veter-
ans and their families, although it is 
open to current and retired military 
and their families and the general 
public as well. 

In 2022, Veterans On The Lake 
completed major improvements on 
the property, including new wheel-
chair accessible cabins, two pon-
toon boats modified for wheelchair 
accessibility, and two handicap-ac-
cessible fish houses.

This event will raise funds to 
help them complete much needed 
renovations at the facility, including 
a new wheelchair accessible fishing 
pier, a new handicap-friendly bath-
room and shower in the main lodge, 
and renovating docks to be wheel-
chair accessible from the cabins. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets visit www.spiritwood-
bigtop.com.
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NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

Recent gift provides bike repair stations 
located along Mesabi Trail

REGIONAL - Several bike repair stations were 
made possible through a $10,000 gift from the family 
of Ralph Carlson of Virginia. Thank you to the family 
and all they provided for bikers on the Mesabi Trail. 
These are a necessity when traveling the entire trail. 
The stations are located along the trail in Virginia, 
Hibbing, Mesabi Station, Embarrass, and Eagles Nest.

St. Louis County Sheriff's office cautions 
area residents to beware of scam calls

REGIONAL - The St. Louis County Sheriff’s 
Office is investigating a scamming complaint that oc-
curred in Clinton Township on July 1.

An individual called to report she was contact-
ed by someone who claimed to be from the St. Louis 
County Deputy Sheriff’s office. The suspect used the 
names of active and former members of the SLCSO.  
During the call, the suspect told the individual they 
had missed a court date and needed to meet up to sign 
a document. This is not a common practice of the 
SLCSO and members of the public should not meet 
anyone claiming to be law enforcement that need doc-
uments signed.

Found object puppet Take & Create Art 
kits available at area libraries in July

MT. IRON - The Arrowhead Library System 
(ALS) will be providing Found Object Puppet Take & 
Create Art kits to member public libraries to distribute 
July 5-31. This art experience was designed by COM-
PAS Teaching Visual Artist Christopher Lutter-Gar-
della. Each artist will receive a box of curiosities and 
an instruction manual on how to re-imagine the pieces 
into the parts of a uniquely imagined puppet. The artist 
can then write about their puppet, make a “character 
sketch” or write a play with their puppet as the cen-
tral character. The puppet can be whatever each artist 
wants it to be. This program is geared towards partici-
pants ages 8-13. Please note each location has a limit-
ed number of kits - contact your local library for more 
information.

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

7632 Nelson Rd, Crane Lake, MN 55725
www.nelsonsresort.com

Call 218-993-2295
for RESERVATIONS

• Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room. 
• Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and 

vegetables fresh from our own garden. 
• Breads and desserts are baked daily.

FABULOUS FLATHEADS • LIVE MUSIC
July 14, 15 & August 11, 12

LIVE PIANO with STEVE JOHNSON
on the other weekends. 

                                OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Breakfast: 6:30-11, Lunch 12-2, Dinner 5-9

"Under The Big Top" concert to celebrate 
Veterans on the Lake 40th anniversary

COHASSET – Through the 
contributions of Lake Country 
Power’s participating members, the 
Operation Round Up Electric Trust 
Board recently approved $49,950 in 
assistance to local community pro-
grams during its quarterly meeting.  

The cooperative’s trust board 
reviewed and considered 50 grant 
applications and distributed funds to 
43 projects and programs this past 
quarter. 

“I would like to thank the board 
for awarding Minnesota Adult and 
Teen Challenge the funds to help 
overcome drug and alcohol addic-
tions,” said Dave Buxengard, north-
ern Minnesota funding director for 
MNATC. “The program is not an 
easy one, so on behalf of the recip-
ients of these services, I would like 
to thank co-op members for their 
generosity and support.” 

Minnesota Adult and Teen 
Challenge is a 13-month program. 
To stay committed, patients receive 
counseling to diagnose the root 
cause of their addictions. With fund-

ing from Operation Round Up®, 
the organization will be able to pro-
vide counseling for 20 people for a 
month.  

All funds generated through 
Operation Round Up are set aside in 
a trust fund. A voluntary trust board 
of nine co-op members administers 
the trust. Of the funds collected 
through the program, 100% is dis-
tributed to charitable organizations 
through an application and selection 
process. 

Recent recipients in our area in-
clude:

St. Louis Co. Rescue Squad 
Trinity Lutheran Quilters 
North St. Louis County 4-H
Federation 
City of Tower/Tower-Soudan
Historical Society 
Boundary Waters Care Center 
Project Care Free Clinic 
Gethsemane Women of the
ELCA Quilters 
Well Being Development 
Northern Lights Clubhouse 
Ely Folk School 

ElderCircle Senior Day 2023 
Boundary Waters Choral Fes-
tival and Choral Arts 
Northern Lights Music Festi-
val, Inc. 
 Operation Round Up is a chari-

table program unique to electric co-
ops, which is designed to provide 
financial assistance to worthwhile 
activities and community projects 
by “rounding up” members’ electric 
bills to the nearest dollar. The aver-
age donation of each participating 
Lake Country Power member is less 
than $6 annually.

Among Lake Country Power’s 
43,000 members, 67 percent of all 
active electric accounts participate 
in the program through voluntary 
contributions. Interested members 
can opt into the Operation Round 
Up® program by calling the coop-
erative at 800-421-9959 or using an 
online form at lakecountrypower.
coop.  Applications are available on-
line at www.lakecountrypower.coop 
(My Cooperative > Community > 
Operation Round Up®). 

Above: Monroe 
Crossing will perform at  
“Under the Big Top."

On right: The event will 
also feature Pat and 
Donna Surface, Mary 
LaPlant, Marina Whight, 
Butch Schmidt, and the 
Ely Ledgerockin’ Chorus 
(not pictured).

Operation Round Up gives more than 
$49k to commmunity programs



REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  
“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash 
River CIC. Each lot comes with shared community 
septic, shared water from central pumphouse and 
electric. Utilities already run to each site. Owner-
ship also gives you access to private docks on 155 
ft of shared shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo near 
lake with grill and 1/10 share of all common areas. 
Crane Lake-$359,900 80-acre boat-access family 
hunting and fishing camp. Main 912 sq ft log cabin 
w/ 1 BR, 1 BA, gas lights plus full electric, 
compliant septic and drilled well. Sleeper cabin 
new in 2020 is 11’x15’ with 3/4 loft for additional 
family and friends. Both cabins come partially 
furnished. MLS#145274
Orr-$267,800  162.3 undeveloped, wooded, rolling 
acres with over 2 miles of frontage along the 
winding Littlefork River. MLS#145209
Pelican Lake,Orr-$75,000  11.6 acres with 
driveway, camper, electric, dock and 1/26 shared 
ownership (outlot A) with access to Pelican Lake. 
Nice rolling, wooded elevation. MLS#145053

WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

EMBARRASS 3 BR, 2 BA, country home in the 
final steps of completion. Property sits on 5 acres. 
Additional work to be done prior to closing. MLS# 
145339  $345,000 

TOWER 3 BR. 1.5 BA, 2-stall detached garage. 
Well maintained home on the Pike River Flow-
age with 1,175 ft frontage that sits on 7 acres. 
MLS#145324 $499,500

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!
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COOK CITY COUNCIL

COOK— The need 
for more housing and 
the challenges involved 
in fostering residential 
growth were hot topics 
on the city council agenda 
here last Thursday. It’s a 
chronic issue that city of-
ficials have been hearing 
about for some time and 
they made the case for pa-
tience even as they point-
ed to potential progress. 

The city has pur-
chased land for new resi-
dential development and 
has extended water and 
sewer to the site. “It’s 
shovel-ready,” noted 
council member Elizabeth 
Storm following the meet-
ing. 

But getting from 
shovel-ready to new hous-
ing ready for occupancy 
is a process noted city ad-
ministrator Theresa Mar-
tinson. “We need to meet 
with the HRA and IRRR 
to determine next steps,” 
she said. While some cit-
ies have been able to cre-
ate subdivisions and let 
the private sector build 
the housing, that hasn’t 
always been successful 
in small, rural communi-
ties like Cook. Martinson 
said although the city has 
seen interest in a single lot 
from at least one party, it’s 

not clear that’s enough to 
justify extending utilities 
into the site or who would 
pay for it.

If the city takes on the 
development process, that 
can facilitate the effort, 
but the city still has major 
questions to answer. “We 
need to decide on what 
kind of housing we need,” 
said Martinson, “and then 
try to attract a developer.”

“What is the time 
frame for that?” asked 
council member Liza 
Root. 

“I would say two 
years,” responded Storm. 

Whether that’s soon 
enough to satisfy the de-
sire for more housing re-
mains to be seen. A city 
survey conducted by Root 
and Storm during Timber 
Days festivities found 
that a limited supply of 
housing was the top is-
sue for both residents and 
non-residents alike. Of 
residents who filled out 
the surveys, 59 percent 
indicated it was challeng-
ing to find housing in 
the community. Among 
non-residents, 11 respon-
dents (14 percent of the 
total) said lack of housing 
was preventing them from 
living in Cook. 

In the meantime, Mar-
tinson said the city tries to 
stay aware of houses or 

lots that do go up for sale 
in the community, which 
can provide occasional 
opportunities for those 
looking to live in Cook or 
upgrade their housing. 

City sale of 
cannabis?

Under the coun-
cil forum portion of the 
meeting, a couple council 
members expressed an in-
terest in exploring using 
the recent law legalizing 
adult recreational use of 
marijuana as a potential 
city revenue source. Both 
Root and council member 
Jody Bixby suggested it’s 
an opportunity the city 
could consider given that 
the city already has a mu-
nicipal liquor store. 

“There’s a lot of 
homework that needs to 
be done,” said Martinson. 

Storm, who asked to 
put the issue on the agen-
da, said the city needs to 
know more about its role 
and how it can or cannot 
regulate the sale of canna-
bis products once the new 
law takes effect on Aug. 
1. She suggested at one 
point a temporary morato-
rium on the use of canna-
bis in the city while some 
of those issues are sorted 
out, but Mayor Harold 
Johnston said he doubted 
the city had authority to 

prohibit the use of a prod-
uct the state has deemed 
as legal. “Perhaps we can 
regulate how it’s sold,” 
he said. Storm agreed and 
suggested she may have 
misspoke on the issue. 
The council is likely to re-
visit the issue in the near 
future. 

In other business, the 
council:

Approved several 
items related to the on-
going airport expansion 
and maintenance. Air-
port coordinator Doug 
McDuff reported that the 
airport runway is in need 
of crack sealing and seal 
coating, which is a ma-
jor focus of the facility’s 
capital improvement pro-
gram, which the council 
approved as part of last 
week’s meeting. McDuff 
said a MnDOT analysis 
found that the condition 
of the runway is current-
ly below average, but 
that the crack sealing and 
seal coating would put 
the runway in above av-
erage shape. The council 
approved a contract with 
SEH totaling $45,200 for 
its design work and con-
struction administration 
on the project totaling 
$60,900. The council also 
approved the bid from 
Fahrer Asphalt Sealers 
totaling $291,242 for the 

actual runway work. The 
city’s share of the cost 
for the $353,142 project 
will be approximately 
$17,657, with the FAA 
picking up 90 percent and 
MnDOT adding five per-
cent.

The council also ap-
proved two invoices from 
Lake Country Power to-
taling $14,870 for work 
and a permit associated 
with the extension of taxi 
lanes at the airport, part 
of an expansion that will 
make room for nearly a 
dozen new hangars. The 
council also approved an 
invoice totaling $2,000 
from Udovich Enterprises 
for brush cutting and re-
moval at the airport.

Heard from new 
HRA director Mike Jugov-
ich, who told the council 
about the need to do more 
to promote the Meals on 
Wheels program in Cook. 
He said anyone who meets 
the income guidelines for 
the program can quali-
fy. “It’s not just an HRA 
thing,” he said. “We want 
to get as many people fed 
as possible. This is a good 
thing for people who don’t 
always get fed regularly. 
It provides good quality 
food.”

Storm noted that the 
community has some 
homeless individuals and 

she wondered how they 
might access the program. 
“We should be able to 
find a way,” said Jugov-
ich. “Maybe they can get 
involved with our social 
worker, who can help 
them access other ser-
vices, like housing and 
medical attention.”

Discussed how to 
recognize all the volun-
teers in the community 
and tentatively discussed 
an event in the fall, with 
food, that would provide 
a way for the city to of-
fer thanks. The city took 
some heat at its May 
council meeting from 
some city volunteers who 
complained they felt dis-
respected at times. “Cook 
is amazing to have all 
these organizations,” said 
Martinson. The council 
took no final action on the 
idea.

Briefly discussed 
blight letters that were 
sent out recently to home-
owners who aren’t in 
compliance with the city 
ordinance. Martinson said 
some recipients had ad-
dressed the issues raised 
in their letters while others 
had indicated they need 
help to comply. “Some 
of them are elderly and 

BIWABIK- The body 
of a 35-year-old Babbitt 
man was discovered in a 
freezer in a vacant house 
in Biwabik on Monday, 
June 26. The Gilbert Po-
lice Department, whose 
coverage includes Biwa-
bik, responded to the res-
idence at approximately 
3:30 p.m. after a 911 call 
reporting the shocking 
discovery there.

According to a state-
ment release by the Gil-
bert PD on the evening 
of June 27, the Midwest 
Medical Examiner’s of-

fice, which provides au-
topsy services to St. Lou-
is County, identified the 
deceased as Brandon Lee 
Buschman. 

Buschman’s body 
was found in a chest freez-
er in the basement of a res-
idence at 304 4th Ave. N. 
The freezer was an older 
style which locks upon be-
ing closed and cannot be 
pushed open or unlocked 
from the inside. The freez-
er was not operating at 
the time that Buschman’s 
body was discovered.

The house where the 
deceased was found has 
been officially unoccupied 
since February. Public re-

cords from the St. Louis 
Co. Assessor office lists 
the owner of the property 
as the Northridge Com-
munity Credit Union.

“Investigators contin-
ue to interview neighbors 
and persons last known 
to have been with the 
deceased,” reported Gil-
bert authorities in a press 
statement. “At this point, 
investigators believe that 
(Buschman’s) death was 
an isolated incident and 
there is no danger to the 
public.” The Gilbert PD is 
being assisted by the Min-
nesota Bureau of Crimi-
nal Apprehension and the 
East Range PD.

Babbitt Police Chief 
Michael McGregor told 
the Timberjay that Bus-
chman was not known to 
be missing to his agency. 
Last week, Buschman was 
not listed as missing with 
the Minnesota Missing 
and Unidentified Persons 
Clearinghouse.

Preliminary autopsy 
results from the medical 
examiner did not find any 
evidence of trauma or in-
jury. The Timberjay in-
quired with Erik Thorson 
of the examiner’s office 
as to how they identi-
fied Buschman. Thorson 
indicated that informa-
tion wasn’t immediately 

available, and he would 
forward our request to 
those who could answer 
our question. Regardless, 
the final autopsy report, 
including toxicology re-
sults, should be available 
in four to eight weeks. 

The news regarding 
Buschman was greeted 
with sorrow by his child-
hood and high school 
friends on the “What’s 
Up, Babbitt?” Facebook 
group. His friends and 
family knew him by his 
nickname of Skippy. Bus-
chman’s brother has an-
nounced a memorial event 
to honor Buschman’s life, 
to be held on July 15 at 

noon at the Babbitt Beach. 
He was quoted in a post 
by Buschman’s friend 
Melissa Brown as saying 
that the memorial “will be 
open to all who knew and 
loved him.”

The Timberjay will 
update this developing 
story as more information 
becomes available.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the Buschman 
investigation is asked to 
contact the Gilbert Police 
Department at 218-748-
2225.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Babbitt man found dead in Biwabik freezer

Housing needs at the top of Cook council agenda
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See  COOK...pg. 5



Sober house could 
provide benefits 
to the area

Societies are judged by 
how they treat their most vul-
nerable citizens. This oft-re-
peated saying is held as a 
truism of civilized, moral 
societies the world over, and 
solidarity with the most vul-
nerable is the essence of Jew-
ish and Christian traditions. 
The way the proposal for a 
“sober house” in Soudan has 
been received by some calls 
into question whether those of 
us here, locally, will live up to 
these values. 

There are few more vul-
nerable than those struggling to 
recover from substance abuse. 
Without supportive care in a 
residential facility, many will 
slide back into abusing drugs 
or alcohol, wreaking suffering 
on themselves, family (includ-
ing children, who were cited as 
a concern), friends, co-workers 
and complete strangers – think 
intoxicated drivers. Would we 
rather have them in our midst 
in a facility offering them the 
best chance for recovery, or as 
our neighbors abusing drugs 
and alcohol, where they other-
wise would be? There are few 
among us, including me, who 
can’t name a friend or relative 
suffering from addiction. I’ve 
seen how a well-run, 30-day 
residential facility can support 
recovery in someone with a 
life-long addiction.

Concerns that our ambu-
lance service and law enforce-
ment can’t handle the addition-
al residents seems a fabricated 
worry intended to keep these 
particular folks from coming to 
town; otherwise, why wouldn’t 
we oppose all new residents 
and visitors, including to the 
new state park?

Should there be concern 
about the Care Crossings’ pro-
posed facility in Soudan? Yes. 
I’m not familiar with this par-
ticular business, but we should 
be asking whether their other 
facilities have met industry 
standards for the health, safety, 
care and recovery of residents, 
and whether audits have shown 
the government grants they 
likely received were spent re-
sponsibly and for their intend-
ed purpose, rather than for gen-

erating excess profits. 
Whether from the heart, or 

in recognition that substance 
abusers in recovery pose less 
risk to communities than those 
who aren’t, we should shift our 
focus to concern for our future 
neighbors, not fear of them. 

Steve Wilson
Isabella

Twin Metals offers 
questionable job 
figures, high risk 
to water

As addendum to the re-
cent mining discussion at Ely 
City Hall, the pro-mining peo-
ple continually tout that min-
ing will provide high-paying 
jobs for Ely residents. Howev-
er, many competitive mining 
operations have become high-
ly automated using robots and 
self-driving equipment to rep-
licate human tasks, improve 
safety, and increase produc-
tivity.  This equipment is con-
trolled by cameras and sensors 
remotely by staff members at 
corporate headquarters. The 
corporate headquarters are 
located where there are high-
ly qualified tech personnel. In 
Australia, the operations of 
remote mining are controlled 
from offices in Perth, 1,000 ki-
lometers from the mines. For 
local mines in Ely, the opera-
tion would most likely be con-
ducted from Minneapolis.  

It has been established 
that automated mining is less 
costly than using human la-
bor.  Automation operates 24/7 
and 365 days a year.  There are 
no personnel delays for holi-
days, vacations, coffee breaks, 
meals, bathroom needs, ab-
senteeism, and no cost for 
shift pay differentials or lon-
gevity, no health benefits nor 
pension considerations. Regu-
lar maintenance and repair are 
scheduled to minimize down-
time.  Financing of equipment 
is possible because it can be 
collateralized.  It is necessary 
to achieve a highly competi-
tive cost structure in order to 
participate in the world market 
where the price of copper is 
established, not by the produc-
er, but by exchanges. There is 
no brand differentiation. 

Ely is a water rich envi-

ronment. Former mines in this 
area experienced water seep-
age into and out of the mines 
through cracks and crevass-
es. (It is reported that at var-
ious times due to the heavy 
inflow of water, the miners 
wore raincoats in the under-
ground mines.) The totality 
of this inflow water cannot be 
controlled. According to the 
environmental impact report 
submitted by PolyMet, it in-
dicated that only 90 percent 
of water inflow could be con-
tained and controlled, leaving 
10 percent to seep out though 
fissures in uncontrollable di-
rections and distances.

If Twin Metals experienc-
es similar amounts of seepage, 
the cumulated “escaping” 10 
percent can cause immense 
environmental damage be-
cause toxic sulfuric acid is 
created when water and air are 
exposed to the copper ore in 
the mine. It kills fish, aquatic 
life, vegetation and can con-
taminate our many lakes and 
even our drinking water.

The mining companies 
say they can safely control 
the water seepage. If they can 
actually do so, why do they 
establish non-asset shell cor-
porations for their operating 
companies which protect the 
parent company from any li-
ability? Or alternatively, why 
don’t they get sufficient lia-
bility insurance from a reli-
able insurance company? The 
insurance companies know 
there are many environmental 
risks. They are unlikely to pro-
vide copper mining insurance 
in a water-rich locality despite 
their opportunity to generate 
income from premiums.

Consequently, lacking the 
willingness to accept respon-
sibility for the remediation 
of the environment suggests 
that the mining company does 
not believe their own rhetoric 
for operating without degrad-
ing the environment. In other 
words, they have given them-
selves an opportunity to gen-
erate profits, without the risks 
associated with copper sulfide 
mining in a water rich envi-
ronment.

 Gerry Snyder
Ely

Although I love the re-
splendent fireworks, I have had 
ambivalent feelings about the 
Fourth of July for a 
very long time, and 
I’m not sure when 
that started. May-
be it was during 
the battles over 
civil rights, then 
the Vietnam War 
followed by wars 
with Iraq, Afghan-
istan, and all the 
unacknowledged 

aggressions our country has 
perpetrated on others. As a kid I 
enthusiastically walked with the 

Girl Scouts in the pa-
rade in my home town 
and joined my family 
and friends to watch 
the fireworks at the lo-
cal bowl-shaped park, 
oohing and aching over 
the beautiful display. I 
don’t think I liked the 
loud fireworks then, 
and I like them less 
now. I’m pretty sure 

they’ve gotten louder through 
the years, and I know they add 
a layer of irritation over the loss 
of political naiveté. 

 My late dog, Lucy, was 
terrified by the noisy fireworks 
and started trembling as soon as 
neighbors started shooting them 
off two days ahead of time. She 
didn’t calm down until after the 
city display finished with the 
typical cacophony of ear-split-
ting explosions. The situation at 
my house is magnified because 
I’m surrounded by ledgerock, 

which forms an acoustic am-
phitheater amplifying the noise, 
rocking the house, and rattling 
the windows. The first year I 
wrapped Lucy up in a blanket 
and went outside to sit where 
it was quieter and I could see 
some of the color. In later years, 
I put her in the car and drove 
out of town, far enough away to 
muffle the noise but allow me to 
see the higher fireworks. This 
year I’m dog-sitting for another 
explosion-phobic dog, and he is 
sitting on my feet as I type be-

cause my neighbors feel it nec-
essary to burn up more money 
exploding things, so it will be 
many hours before he can relax.

Just as fireworks celebrate 
the sights and sounds of war, 
the money spent on them in cit-
ies and towns across the coun-
try parallel the bloated military 
budget. I have heard that Ely 
used to have neighborhood pic-
nics, and I think that would be 
a delightful, alternative way to 

COLUMNIST
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 Editorial

Biden has quietly engineered an 
economic revolution in America

As President Biden laid out 
in a key domestic policy speech 
this past week in Chicago, his 
administration is leading what 
amounts to an economic revo-
lution that is already remaking 
America’s heartland for the bet-
ter. 

Since the 1980s and the 
advent of Reaganomics, Amer-
ica lived under a general bi-
partisan belief that economic 
policy should be limited to the 
promotion of the free market 
and implementation of wide-
open trade deals that promoters 
argued would help America’s 
economy and its communities 
by allowing the export of more 
American-made goods. 

Yet, as we learned painful-
ly over the years, it was solid 
middle-class jobs that left our 
shores more than goods, leaving 
once prosperous communities 
across the Midwest struggling 
like never before. 

Unfortunately, Presidents 
from Reagan to Obama went 
down this path, even as the ev-
idence of the fallout piled up in 
the Rust Belt. Abandoned facto-
ries. Growing joblessness. Fall-
ing home values. Increasing de-
spair. Declining life expectancy, 
led by a rise in suicides. 

Donald Trump called it 
American Carnage, and he 
tapped the anger that many felt 
toward the free-market policy-
makers who brought us this eco-
nomic disaster to win the White 
House in 2016.

The trouble was, Trump 
had no clue how to fix the prob-
lem, and even if he had he was 
aligned with a Republican Party 
utterly wedded to trickle-down, 
which was the basis of Rea-
ganomics. Trump promised he 
would reinvest in America and 
rebuild the country’s infrastruc-
ture and manufacturing base, 
but delivered only more tax cuts 
for the wealthy because that’s 
the only thing Republicans con-
sistently deliver when handed 
power.

While most of the public 
seems blissfully unaware, Pres-
ident Biden has actually deliv-
ered on a remarkable set of eco-
nomic policies that responded 
effectively to the challenges 
posed by the years of neglect of 
U.S. industries, the challenges 
of climate change, and the eco-
nomic disruptions posed by the 
COVID pandemic.

In his recent speech, the 
president referred to this set of 
policies as Bidenomics, as a 
means of branding this new di-
rection for the economy. 

For the first time in de-
cades, we have an administra-
tion that is willing to implement 
true industrial policy. For far too 
long, our policymakers foolish-
ly relied on the make-believe of 
the market’s “invisible hand” to 
determine how the nation’s eco-
nomic resources and its rewards 
were allocated. The result was a 
disaster for all but the wealthi-
est.

Finally, we have an admin-
istration that recognizes that 
we can do better when we con-
sciously direct resources where 
they can do the most good, for 
our communities, for our work-
ers, for our environment, and 
for our nation’s security. Biden 
and his economic advisors rec-
ognize that by shipping our 
manufacturing overseas, we lost 
our ability to innovate new tech-
nologies and protect our supply 
chains during crises, as was 
revealed during the pandemic. 
Now, thanks to the administra-
tion’s policies, like the CHIPS 
Act and the Inflation Reduction 
Act, we’re bringing that manu-
facturing base back to America. 
A recent report from the Trea-
sury Department noted that real 
spending on the construction of 
new manufacturing plants in the 
U.S. has doubled since Biden’s 
policies took effect. Companies 
in the U.S. are investing twice 
as much building new manu-
facturing facilities today than 
they were under the Trump ad-
ministration. While Trump went 
around bragging about his in-
flated accomplishments, Biden 
has quietly done the hard work 
of crafting and winning passage 
of new laws that are actually re-
building our economy. 

Despite the rhetoric from 
Republicans, the results of 
Bidenomics have been remark-
ably impressive to date. In 
the first 29 months of Biden’s 
presidency, the U.S. economy 
has created an astonishing 13.4 
million new jobs— more than 
any previous president oversaw 
in a full four-year term. Trump, 
who bragged constantly about 
job creation under his adminis-
tration, oversaw the creation of 
a relatively meager 5.2 million 
jobs in the first 29 months of his 
administration before all those 
jobs, and more, were wiped out 
by COVID.

The unemployment rate un-
der Biden is lower than at any 
point in half a century and the 
U.S. is experiencing economic 
growth that surpasses virtually 
any other Western nation. And 
as the new manufacturing ca-
pacity begins to address supply 
shortages, inflation has been cut 
by half in the past year even as 
the economy has remained sur-
prisingly strong. Wages are now 
growing faster than inflation, 
which is good news for workers.

Biden has been reluctant 
in some cases to tout his suc-
cesses in part because he rec-
ognizes that a quiet approach is 
often much more effective than 
a loud mouth when it comes to 
achieving results. Biden is old 
school, who spent the vast ma-
jority of his political life in a 
Washington where politicians 
mostly came to get things done 
and where compromise wasn’t a 
dirty word. America is reaping 
the benefits of Biden’s experi-
ence. He is remaking America’s 
economy for the better.

An old school president

BETTY
FIRTH
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spend money to celebrate 
the formation of our coun-
try. People could meet 
their neighbors and break 
bread, and it wouldn’t be 
so easily rained out.

The parade is a suc-
cessful community event 
with people filling the 
sidewalks, claiming their 
spots with pre-positioned 
lawn chairs, ready to cheer 
on their young dancers, 
marchers, and musicians, 
as well as the politicians 
whom they favor. One 
year I was walking with 
Amy Klobuchar’s support-
ers, and when I attempted 
to hand a brochure citing 
what Amy was working on 
to an onlooker, she threw 
up her hands like I was try-
ing to hand her a poison-
ous snake. She said, “The 
politicians shouldn’t even 
be here…it’s for the kids!” 
That was a new one on me, 

and I was taken aback for 
a moment. I’m pretty sure 
when I was participating 
in the 4th of July parade 
as a kid, I didn’t think it 
was about me. The people 
cheering us on weren’t ap-
plauding my 10-year-old 
existence but my partici-
pation in the ritual. We all 
felt the connection with 
each other, celebrating 
our flag and our history, as 
well as all the good work 
that the participating orga-
nizations took on through-
out the year.

Did this woman think 
the parade really happened 
solely for the benefit of 
those kids scrambling in 
the street for more candy, 
oblivious to most of the pa-
rade passing them by?  (It 
does seem like a battle that 
can’t be won, since sugar 
is such a cheap treat, but 
do we really need to cel-

ebrate our democracy by 
throwing buckets of sug-
ar out for children whose 
generation is experiencing 
an epidemic of diabetes?) 
I was tempted to ask the 
woman if she talked to her 
kids about what the 4th 
of July means, including 
our freedom to vote for 
candidates of our choice, 
tell them what we think in 
their offices and other pub-
lic places such as, well, 
parades. Does she let them 
know that the freedom we 
have fought for means we 
can even walk in parades 
protesting what the gov-
ernment does?

Public appearances 
also give us the opportu-
nity thank our politicians 
for their work and cheer 
them on, which is certain-
ly fitting this year with all 
the state legislature has 
accomplished. Thanks to 

the Democrats, the legisla-
ture did more in one ses-
sion than has been accom-
plished in years, including 
the Child Tax Credit, So-
cial Security tax relief, 
direct property tax relief, 
Local Government Aid, 
County Program Aid, pay-
ments for county-owned 
public land, a $2.2 billion 
increase in the per-student 
funding for K-12 schools, 
transportation sparsity 
aid for rural schools, and 
funding for the Ely school 
construction and other 
school construction proj-
ects. Additionally, they 
approved $300 million for 
nursing homes, $300 mil-
lion in public safety mon-
ey for individual commu-
nities and counties, as well 
as a $2.3 billion infrastruc-
ture package, the largest 
in state history, which will 
fund wastewater projects, 

recreation facilities, cam-
pus renovating. Is is the 
first infrastructure package 
approved in three years, 
thanks to the partisan 
game playing that was go-
ing on, so be sure to thank 
Senator Grant Hauschild 
for his hard work.

This has felt like a 
special 4th of July, hav-
ing nothing to do with pa-
rades, fireworks, or buck-
ets of candy. I have been 
very happy to welcome 
some newcomers to Ely 
who have accomplished a 
dangerous journey, trav-
eling over 3,000 miles 
from Venezuela, looking 
for a better life. Thanks 
to the generosity of a lo-
cal homeowner and oth-
er residents, they have a 
safe place to stay and as-
sistance with getting set-
tled here. They are warm, 
gracious, and amazingly 

resilient people. I tried to 
imagine immigrating to 
another country where I 
didn’t speak the language 
with only the belongings I 
could carry, not knowing if 
I’d be turned away at the 
border when I got there. 

While I don’t have 
much appetite for patriot-
ic jingoism, this is when 
I am joyful about being 
an American, grateful 
for the laws that protect 
those seeking asylum 
from other countries, as 
they have throughout our 
history, and witnessing 
the open-hearted gener-
osity of fellow citizens 
who honor these intrepid 
spirits. Bienvendio, mis 
amigos. Es tan bueno ten-
erte aqui. And God bless 
everyone, no exceptions.
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Sober housing 
should be the 
least of your 
concerns

Regarding the arti-
cle “Concerns Aired Over 
Planned Sober House” in 
the Timberjay, I am very 
much in favor of convert-
ing the Vermilion Park Inn 
into an adult sober house.  
My name is Roshael Jacob-
sen. I am a former Tower 
resident and a 2006 grad-
uate of the Tower-Soudan 
High School. I was very 
involved in sports and my 
community. However, I 

developed a problem with 
addiction that progressed 
over time.  Thankfully, I 
have been completely so-
ber since July 25, 2012 
and will be celebrating 11 
years in recovery.  After 
my last treatment, I went 
on to earn an A.A. degree 
from Central Lakes Col-
lege and a B.A. in Crimi-
nal Justice from St. Cloud 
State University.  I am now 
currently working for a 
mental health facility for 
the state of Minnesota. 

All that I have accom-
plished is because of my 
sobriety and the supports 
offered and available in 
other communities. Un-

fortunately, coming back 
to Tower-Soudan was 
never a healthy choice 
for me (and many others) 
due to the lack of sober 
housing, resources, and 
opportunities. If you have 
not suffered with addic-
tion yourself, you proba-
bly know or have known 
someone very close to you 
that has. Having a sober 
house would be very ben-
eficial to your community.  
When people come back to 
Tower-Soudan, they need 
support, structure, and ac-
countability. Families that 
have loved ones who must 
go far away to seek treat-
ment have a difficult time 

attending family treatment 
or any type of unification 
because Tower-Soudan 
does not have these re-
sources in the community.  
People are going to return 
to your community regard-
less and it would only be 
beneficial to the communi-
ty and families to have this 
added support.

The people living in 
the sober house could be 
your, or someone else’s, 
son, daughter, father, moth-
er, brother, sister, cousin or 
relative. They will not be 
a threat to your communi-
ty. They have completed 
treatment and are seeking 
additional support to stay 

sober.  The multiple liquor 
establishments in the com-
munity are more of a threat 
than a sober house. If the 
Tower-Soudan area wants 
to have a healthy and pro-
gressive community they 
should seriously consider 
approving the conversion 
of the Vermilion Park Inn 
into a sober house.

Roshael Jacobsen
Brainerd

Handwriting is 
on the wall

In case you missed 
it, we just broke the all-
time record, two days in a  

row, for the highest av-
erage global tempera-
ture.  On the third of July,  
the average global air 
temperature (recorded 
two meters above Earth’s  
surface) was 62.62 de-
grees Fahrenheit.  On 
the Fourth of July, 
the average global  
air temperature was 62.92 
degrees Fahrenheit. This 
is the average of all tem-
peratures recorded around 
the world on those dates. 

Jim Ganahl
Cook

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

• In-store jewelry
& watch repair

• Cash for 
Gold & Silver

• SISU JEWELRY

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

St. Louis County  
Solid Waste Facility 
Area site hours 

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th 
For solid waste and recycling information go to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788  

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun:  

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittyy  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Summer Hours 
Tues: 1—6pm 

Thurs: 8am—1pm 
Sat: 8am—5pm 
Sun: noon—6pm 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Summer Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: noon—6pm 

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
 (CLOSED TUESDAYS)

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM1-800-662-5700

Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

9 AM-12 Noon • Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

live alone,” said Martin-
son. “Some are new to the 
area.”

Martinson said the 
city has to follow its or-
dinance but was willing 
to see what it could do 
to help those who were 

struggling to comply. 
Johnston agreed. “We’re 
not trying to be punitive. 
We want to help people.”

Heard from mainte-
nance director Tim Lilya 
who recommended re-
taining JPJ Engineering to 

consult on replacing any 
city water service lines 
containing lead. 

Heard from Matt 
Litherland who asked for 
more city assistance with 
flag displays, noting that 
many of the local veterans 

are “getting up there in 
age.” Martinson suggest-
ed he fill out a project re-
quest form so the city can 
more clearly understand 
what he is requesting.

Approved a tem-
porary liquor license for 

Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts for an Aug. 11 
event.

Discussed begin-
ning to hold work sessions 
for the 2024 budget. “We 
started in September last 
year but would like to start 

in August this year,” said 
Martinson.

COOK...Continued from page 3
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30 
p.m. on July 10

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
July 18.

Greenwood Town Board- 
6:30 p.m. on July 11

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Week of July 10 TRADITION

NORTHERN LIGHTS MUSIC FESTIVAL IN TOWER

COMMUNITY NOTICES

TOWER 
CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION
To All,

Your support is needed. Give what you can. 
It will help pay for a new water line. Hopefully the 
Tower Cemetery will get monies from the IRRRB, 
but it won’t be enough to cover the cost for this wa-
ter project.

You know who you are that have given in the 
past. We ask for your continued support and we 
hope to get newcomers to help.

Thank You.

Donations can be sent to:
Tower Cemetery Association

PO Box 874
Tower, MN 55790

Published in the Timberjay, May 19, June 2, 16, 23, and July 7, 2023

Fourth of July 
donations

TOWER-SOUDAN- 
The Tower-Soudan Lake 
Vermilion Events Board 
would like to thank the 
following individuals and 
families for their dona-
tions this year. 

Donations are still 
needed and can be mailed 
to: PO Box 461, Tower, 
MN 55790.
David Joki
Jim & Cathy Wright
Robert Desannoy & 
   Family
George Stefanich
Muriel & William Scott
Kathy & Tom Tellepsen
Kathleen Paulson
Lyle Eidelbes
Bergetta & Michael 
   Indihar
Moccasin Point Marine
Nancy Larson

Free firewise 
demonstration 
on July 8

VERMILION LAKE 
TWP-Have the recent wild-
fires made you think about 
the readiness of your prop-
erty in the face of wildfire? 
There will be a free firewise 
demonstration on Saturday, 
July 8 from 10 a.m. – 12 
noon at a lakeshore home 
on Pike Bay Dr. Attend this 
event to learn about the 
things a property owner can 
do right now to make their 
home and property more 
wildfire resilient. The event 
will be held outdoors, rain 
or shine, at the home of Aar-
on Kania and Roxanne Tea, 
6197 Pike Bay Dr., Tower. 
The event is being spon-
sored by Dovetail Partners, 
the Vermilion Lake Fire De-
partment, St. Louis County, 
and Firewise Minnesota. For 
more information, contact 
Gloria Erickson at 218-365-
0878 or gloria@doetailinc.
org.

BREITUNG TWP- The an-
nual Old Settlers Reunion and 
Picnic will be held on Saturday, 
July 15, with booyah dished up at 
12 noon sharp. 

Memberships are available 
the day of the picnic, and new-
comers are encouraged to attend! 
Membership in Old Settlers is 
open to anyone born or living on 
the Vermilion Iron Range. The 
money raised through member-
ships pays the expenses of put-
ting on the annual picnic. If you 
have never tasted Old Settlers 
booyah (meat and vegetable soup 
prepared from the same recipe 
year after year), you are in for a 

treat. The meal is cooked over-
night over wood fire in 100-year 
old iron kettles, and it always 
tastes amazing. 

But if you don’t qualify for 
“membership,” guests are also 
welcome to purchase a $10 ticket 
to attend the event.

Attendees need to bring a pot 
to hold their portions of the boil-
ing hot booyah, along with their 
own dinnerware and other picnic 
fixings to go along with the meal. 
Bread, butter, and coffe are avail-
able with the booyah. Cold bev-
erages can be purchased at the 
campground store.

Take-outs are also available 

if you are unable to stay for the 
picnic, live music, and raffles. 
Steve Solkela and his ever-pop-
ular one-man-band will be per-
forming.

Old Settlers 50/50 raffle
BREITUNG TWP- This year 

attendees at the Old Settlers will 
have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a 50/50 fundraising raffle. 
Tickets will be $5 and available 
during the event, with the win-
ner drawn that day. This will be 
a fun way to help the Old Settlers 
Committee with event expenses.

Old Settlers Reunion and Picnic set for July 15

Learn about the 
proposed sober 
house in Soudan

SOUDAN- Cathy 
Hervieux and associ-
ates will be at Soudan’s 
Vermilion  Park Inn, 30 
Center Street on Sunday, 
July 9 from 12 noon to 
2 p.m. They will answer 
questions concerning the 
purchase of the old Sou-
dan Hospital to be used 
as a Christian sobriety 
house. All are welcome. 

St. Pauls and 
Soudan Baptist 
hosting VBS 
starting July 17

SOUDAN- St. Paul’s 
Lutheran and Soudan 
Baptist are hosting a joint 
Vacation Bible School 
Monday, July 17 through 
Thursday, July 20 from 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. VBS is 
open to all area and vis-
iting children ages 5 to 
14 years old. Lunch is 
provided. The theme this 
year is “Wholly Love” 
and the week will include 
fun, games, and crafts. 
Please preregister by call-
ing 218-753-3047.

Tower-Soudan 
History Talks set 
for July, August

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Historical So-
ciety is hosting two histo-
ry talks this summer. All 

are open to the public and 
admission is $5 per per-
son.

Thursday, July 27 
at 4 p.m. in Coach Car 
81. Mary St. Onge will 
share her memories of a 
lifetime of summers at 
the lake.   Mary’s family 
were early settlers of Pine 
Island on Lake Vermilion.  
Mary is the author of The 
Forever Days - A Memoir 
about Healing and a Life-
time of Summers at the 
Lake.  Mary’s family is 
one that traveled to Tow-
er by train and took the 
steamboat in the harbor to 
their Pine Island property.   
Books will be available 
for purchase.

Tuesday, Aug. 8 at 4 
p.m. at the Herb Lamppa 
Civic Center. Dick Peyla 
will share the “incom-
plete story” of the Peyla 
family and the Arrowhead 
Garage. As Sonny Peyla 
would say “It’s 20 below. 
Let’s go to work.” Dick 
has a fun and interesting 
powerpoint to present.

We may have a re-
freshment reception with 
harp background music in 
the Coach Car 81 follow-
ing the presentation. Stay 
tuned for more informa-
tion.

Free “Train Tales” 
storytelling for kids in 
Coach Car 81 on Wednes-
days, July 19, Aug. 9 and 
30. Dates are in conjunc-
tion with the Arrowhead 
Bookmobile visit. Story 
time is from 2:30 – 3:30 
p.m. and the bookmobile 
gets there at 3 p.m. Get 
aboard the train for a fun 
trip in story telling!  Each 
week is a new book and 
storyteller who will keep 
the kids in suspense and 
engaged in the stories. 
Snacks are provided.

Children pre-kinder-
garten and younger must 
be accompanied by an 
adult. There is no cost to 
attend.

History Happy Hour 
TOWER- Stop by the 

Tower Farmers Market 
on the fourth Friday in 
July and August for “His-
tory Happy Hour.”  There 
will be free ice-cold lem-
onade from 4 – 5 p.m. to 
share with our commu-
nity to thank you for the 
wonderful support of the 
Tower-Soudan Historical 
Society! Dates are July 28 
and August 25

Lunch Bunch to 
meet July 20 at the 
Montana Cafe

COOK- The Lunch 
Bunch will meet at The 
Montana Cafe in Cook, 
Thursday, July 20 at 
12:30 p.m. A show at the 
Comet Theater will fol-
low. Please RSVP by July 
17 to Judy 218-753-3982. 
Anyone that would like 
to join us are welcome to 
attend.

Art on the Lake 
event July 28 - 29 
at LVCC

TOWER- There is 
nothing quite so dreamy 
as the image of a cabin 
beside the lake, fisherman 
on the shore with a pole 
bent over with a fish on 
the other end.  There is the 
sound of water lapping on 
the rocks, loons calling 
out, sunsets that make 
your heart jump, and trees 
in fifty shades of greens.  
This is what motivates 
local and summer artists 
to try to capture some of 
the sights and sounds here 
on Lake Vermilion, it’s an 
artist’s dream. 

Local artists are host-
ing “Art On The Lake.”  
A preview party and sale 
of the artists’ work is Fri-
day, July 28, from 5:30-
8:30 p.m., at the Lake 
Vermilion Cultural Cen-
ter in Tower. Tickets are 
$25 available to purchase 

through Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center website 
at vermilionculturalcen-
ter.org. Appetizers and 
beverages will be served. 

The public art show 
and sale is Saturday, July 
29 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
An artist will be conduct-
ing a demonstration of a 
painting from the begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Proceeds 
will go to the Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center. 

This year’s event is 
also honoring the mem-
ory of Carol Brown, a 
long-time Lake Vermilion 
resident and artist.  If you 
wish to make a donation 
to the LVCC in memory 
of Carol, details are on 
the LVCC website along 
with other Art on the 
Lake details.  

St. Martin’s 
Summer Luncheon 
and Silent Auction 
on July 12

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower is hosting a Sum-
mer Luncheon and Silent 
Auction on Wednesday, 
July 12. Doors open at 11 
a.m. Bidding on the auc-
tion baskets will run until 
12:30 p.m. Lunch will be 
served from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. The cost for 
lunch is $8. In addition 
to the luncheon and si-
lent auction, the St. Mar-
tin’s Quilt Ministry will 
have handcrafted items 
and Robin Majerle will 

have Norwex products 
available for purchase. 
This is a great opportuni-
ty for you to sit back and 
let someone else do the 
cooking, and a chance to 
visit with neighbors and 
summer visitors.  Hope to 
see you there.

Proceeds from this 
event will go to Youth 
Activities and the Charity 
Fund.

Tower-Soudan-
Embarrass 
Bookmobile 
Schedule

 REGIONAL- The 
Arrowhead Bookmobiles 
will be in the Tower-   
Soudan area on Wednes-
day,  June 28, July 19, and 
Aug. 9 & 30.

Stops include: Britt 
(Sand Lake Storage): 9 
- 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte 
(Boys & Girls Club): 
11 - 11:30  a.m.; Green-
wood (Town Hall): 12 – 1 
p.m.; Soudan (Post Office 
area): 2:30 - 3:30  p.m.; 
Tower (Civic Center): 
3:45 - 4:30 p.m. ; and Em-
barrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy 
21): 5 – 6 p.m. 

More info online 
at alslib.info/services/
bookmobile. For more 
information on the Book-
mobile or Mail-A-Book 
services, contact the Ar-
rowhead Library System, 
218-741-3840, email at 
als@alslib.info, or web-
site at alslib.info.

Fridays...
4-6 PM

at the Train Depot
in Tower

TOWER- On Sunday, 
July 9 at 4 p.m., the LVCC 
will host a concert as part 
the Northern Lights Mu-
sic Festival. The NLMF 
will present an afternoon of 
chamber music in St. Mary’s 
Hall at the LVCC, 705 Main 
Street, Tower. Faculty and 
young artists will be heard 
in a program of piano trios 
and string quartets, including 
the Schubert Piano Trio in B 
Major; and the Mozart first 
Piano Quartet.   Solo works 
by Wienawski, Chopin, and 
Kreisler will be performed 

by award-winning pianists 
and string players.  The 
NLMF has been presenting 
concerts on the Iron Range 
for 20 years, but this is the 
first time a concert is being 
hosted in Tower at St. Mary’s 
Hall.  While the building is 
still being renovated, the 
beautiful, historic former 
sanctuary has amazing 
acoustics and stained glass 
windows making it a won-
derful venue for events like 
this chamber music concert. 
Lemonade and cookies will 
be served after the program.

Tickets are available on 
the LVCC website at vermil-
ionculturalcenter.org or on 
the NLMF website at north-
ernlightsmusic.org, or may 
be purchased at the door.  
Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $5 for students under 18.  
To help the LVCC with the 
renovation project you may 
donate at the LVCC website 
or by sending a check to the 
LVCC at PO Box 659, Tow-
er, MN 55790.

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center to host Chamber Music Concert on Sunday, July 9

Fourth of July raffle winners 
announced

SOUDAN- Winners of this year’s Fourth of 
July raffle were drawn at the Breitung Communi-
ty Picnic. Proceeds from the raffle help fund the 
Fourth of July events each year. 

First place $300- Frank Akins
Second place $200- Patti Banks
Third place $100 Linda Bristol

Watch for more Fourth of July results,     
winners, and photos in next week’s paper!



Ely Public Library
ELY- The spice for 

July is mustard.
The Friends of the 

Library Bookclub will 
meet on Monday, July 10, 
from 3-4 p.m., to discuss 
“The Hundred Year Old 
Man Who Climbed Out 
of the Window and Dis-
appeared” by Jonas Jon-
asson.

The Friends of the 
Library monthly board 
meeting will be on Tues-

day, July 11, from 1-2 p.m.
The Get Crafty group 

for kids 8 and older will 
do tile art on Wednesday, 
July 12, from 1-2 p.m. 
Preregister for the session 
so the library can order 
enough supplies for all 
participants.

The library will hold 
a Kahoot trivia game on 
the “Parasol Protectorate” 
series of books by Gail 
Carriger. Preregister for 
the kahoot with an email 
address so the library can 
send the link for the game. 
The kahoot will start on 
Thursday, July 13 at 3 
p.m. and end on Monday, 
July 17 at 8 a.m.

The library will host 

a “Kids for Kids” concert 
on Tuesday, July 18, from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. The per-
formers will be a small 
group of students that are 
taking part in this year’s 
Northern Lights Music 
Festival.

The library will host a 
presentation on the Beaver 
float planes used by the 
Superior National Forest. 
This program is for adults. 
The presentation will be 
on Wednesday, July 19, 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 
at 224 E. Chapman St.

Theater camp 
musical

The Northern Lakes 
Arts Association Youth 
Theater Camp will present 
the musical production of 
Suessical Kids on July 8 
with two performances, 
one at 2 p.m. and one at 7 
p.m. Tickets are $12 and 
are available at the door or 
at northernlakesarts.org/
tickets. 

Farmers market and 
Arts in the Park

Ely’s farmers market 
and the Northern Lakes 
Arts Assorciation Arts 
in the Park program are 

every Tuesday evening, 
from 4-6 p.m. The eve-
ning music presentation 
starts at 5 p.m.

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants 
have an opportunity to 
order lunch. For those 
interested in being a 
host, or who have a 
speaker suggestion, 
contact Lacey Squier by 
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-
9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

July 11: Trust for 
Public Land

July 18: Ooof, 
Here We Go Again: 
Tamarack Water Alli-
ance & Talon

In Brief

Support groups

MUSIC

Upcoming 
Events

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

flowers bloom madly
beautiful blossom colors

nasturtium lunch

As of July 05, 
206 vendors 

have signed up
to sell at the 

Blueberry/Art 
Festival

134 years of the Ely Community Band

ELY—The Duluth 
Evening Herald has per-
haps the first known docu-
mentation of a community 
band in Ely. The Duluth 
paper reported on April 8, 
1890, about a fundraising 
concert at Vail’s Hotel to 
benefit the Presbyterian 
church. The “Ely Band” 
provided the music for its 
own overture as well as 
for soloists and instrumen-
talists, according to the 
now-134-year-old report. 

That historical men-
tion appears to be the ba-
sis for the claim that the 
band is now in its 134th 
season performing in the 
community. 

Their first-known 
concert venue, the Vail 
Hotel, was once Ely’s 
largest building. It burned 
down in 1905 in one of 
Ely’s most famous early 
conflagrations. 

The next mention of 
the band is in 1891, when 
a newspaper article men-
tioned that the 24-piece 
Ely Band led by a drum 
major marched in the 
city’s July 4 parade. 

The upstart newspa-
per, the Ely Miner reported 
in 1895 that the city band 
sent 18 musicians down 
to Duluth for the visit of 
Ohio governor William 
McKinley. McKinley was 
a nationally prominent fig-
ure at the time and went to 
become the 25th President 
of the United States two 
and a half years later. 

A March 1895 article 
in the Ely Miner men-
tions the band showed up 
to play at the train sta-
tion for the arrival of ac-
ademics from Princeton 
University, who came to 
visit the local mines. The 
newspaper reported that 

the stalwart band played 
in sub-zero temperatures 
and an impromptu dance 
started at the depot with 
the band’s musicians pro-
viding the music.

To put these early 
mentions of a band in per-
spective, the first frame 
house in Ely was built in 
1887. The first hardware 
store also opened in 1887. 
St. Louis County recog-
nized Ely as an official 
village in 1889. That year 
also saw the construction 
of Ely’s first school. Ely 
incorporated as a city in 
1891, so it appears that 
Ely had a city band before 
it had a city government. 
It comes down to priori-
ties, you see. 

Early Ely music 
scene

Ely’s first fifty years 

saw not just a communi-
ty band, but also several 
other bands, like the Ely 
“Scandia Band,” plus 
a Slavic band, a Finn-
ish band, and other eth-
nic-group bands. After the 
end of the World War One, 
the band sponsored by the 
American Legion post 
was very active.

Ely was a city that 
earned a reputation for the 
number and quality of its 
local musical organiza-
tions. Commercial radio 
didn’t become established 
until the 1920s, so any 
musical entertainment 
prior to that time had to 
be provided live. Ely had 
several bands, a commu-
nity orchestra at one time, 
a community choir, and 
a community glee club. 
One typical gig for the Ely 
Band and the other band 

groups in the city was 
marching at the head of 
funeral processions. Ear-
ly Ely funerals were often  
four or more city blocks in 
length.

The 2023 band 
season

This year, the Ely 
Community Band has a 
new conductor in Karl 
Kubiak, who was the new 
music teacher at Ely Me-
morial High School start-
ing with the 2022-2023 
school year. The band is 
open to all who want to 
play and to carry on this 
remarkable community 
tradition.

In his first announce-
ment of the 2023 commu-
nity band season, Kubiak 
wrote, “In regards to who 
can play, I am a firm be-
liever in having everyone 

participate, regardless of 
age, local/semi-local/visi-
tor (status), or how much 
time you’ve taken off the 
horn. In light of one of my 
favorite quotes, ‘the best 
time to plant a tree was 20 
years ago. The second-best 
time is now.’ If you know 
of anyone that is interest-
ed in joining, extend an 
invitation for them to pack 
their instrument with their 
hiking boots and/or tackle 
boxes on their visit to the 
end of the road.”

The band will perform 
every Tuesday evening at 
6 p.m. in Whiteside Park 
after the Farmers Market, 
through the end of July. 
In case of rain, the Tues-
day evening concert will 
move to the auditorium at 
Washington Elementary 
School.

The tuba section of the Ely Community Band at practice on June 26 in the new band room at ISD 
696. photo by Ian Lah of the Northern Lakes Arts Association

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- This year, the 
Ely Chamber of Com-
merce celebrates over 
one-hundred fifteen years 
of serving the Ely business 
community. The chamber 
invites the community to 
an open house on July 12 
from 10 a.m. to noon.  

At 10 a.m., a dedica-
tion ceremony is planned 
for Linda’s Garden, which 
is in memory of long-
time director Linda Fry-
er.  For those who have 
not stopped by the cham-
ber building recently, the 
grounds now feature two 
new outdoor gathering 
areas provided by the Ely 
Rotary Club. The cham-
ber grounds are also dog 
friendly.  In addition, the 
chamber has abundant 
materials and maps on lo-
cal businesses and attrac-
tions, including informa-
tion on hours and maps.

The chamber began 
life 115 years ago as the 
Business Men’s Associa-
tion of Ely. The first meet-
ing minutes were penned 

on July 15, 1908. The 
board included Charles 
Trezona, who the local 
walking trail is named af-
ter.  The early Association 
focused on supporting the 
business community and 
encouraging tourism.

The Men’s Associa-
tion changed its name to 
the Ely Commercial Club 
in 1916. On January 28 
of that year, over 400 cit-
izens attended the club’s 
meeting. In May 1947, 
the Ely Commercial Club 
changed its name to the 
Ely Chamber of Com-
merce.  In 1959 the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce 
officially filed articles of 
incorporation with the 
Internal Revenue Service 
as a nonprofit. Members 
of its board included sev-
eral recognizable names, 
including: E.W. Hanson, 
J.A. Rothman, Matt Ver-
tin, A.D. Klun, J. Kovach, 
H. Homer, J. Koschak, L. 
Champa, J. Smekar, Dr. 
J.P. Grahek, B. Richards, 
F. Childer, and M. Palcher. 

These families formed 
the foundation of the lo-
cal business community 
across the decades. They 
believed sincerely in the 
importance of supporting 
each other for the better-
ment of Ely.

Although the Cham-
ber name has changed, 
the Ely Chamber of Com-
merce continues to keep 
its commitment to area 
businesses and the com-
munity.  The mission 
statement of the Chamber 
is to provide leadership 
and advocacy, strategic 
partnerships, career de-
velopment of its citizens, 
business diversity, and ed-
ucation.

The Ely Chamber of 
Commerce operates from 
a little log cabin on the 
town’s east end.  Over 
8,000 people pass through 
its door each year.  Cham-
ber staff help connect res-
idents and visitors with 
area businesses and re-
sources, answer questions, 
and hand out thousands 

of visitor and business 
guides, maps, and other 
forms of literature.  Plus, 
they coordinate three sig-
nificant events, several 
smaller events, and mul-
tiple business promotions.  
Their goal is to promote 
and showcase the diverse 
Ely area business commu-
nity.

 People suggest, 
from time to time, that 
the Chamber should be 
either a visitor center or 
a Chamber, but not both.  
Over twenty-five years 
ago, while the chamber 
was doing the same work, 
folks at Explore Minne-
sota told then-executive 
director Linda Fryer that 
a Chamber of Commerce 
Visitor Center was a reci-
pe for failure. Fryer stood 
firm and its tourism out-
reach is one of its best 
successes. Approximately 
one-third of the chambers 
of commerce in the U.S. 
provide both business and 
tourist information ser-
vices.

Ely Chamber celebrates 115 years
MORRIS- Abbie Re-

hbein, of Ely has been 
named to the University of 
Minnesota Morris Dean’s 
List for the spring 2023 
semester. To be eligible 
for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.666 or 
higher while taking 12 or 
more credits on the A-F 
grading system, with no 
incompletes or non-satis-
factory grades.

Elyite on 
dean’s list



ORR— Orr’s July 3rd Fun 
Day lived up to its name with 
numerous events and activities 
throughout the day, designed to 
be fun for the whole family.

The day started with break-
fast at the Orr Community Cen-
ter by Northwoods Travelers, 
a group of students from the 
Northwoods School who are 
raising funds to travel to Bar-
celona and Paris. The Travelers, 
who most recently traveled to 
the Grand Canyon, also cooked 
lunch, offering fried bread with 
honey butter and sugar or fried 
bread tacos.

The morning events also 

included a 5K run sponsored by 
the Orr Lions Club. 

Various vendors peddled 
different food and wares in and 
around the Community Center, 
selling items like deep-fried 
doughnuts, lemonade, caramel 
apples, handmade clothing and 
jewelry, and Native American 
artwork. 

A classic car show and trac-
tor show were highlights of the 
day, as were pony rides for chil-
dren provided by Pennie Moes. 

 The main event was the 
Kiddie Parade, featuring sev-
eral local children on bicycles, 
in floats, walking, or in wagons 
pulled by their parents. The lo-
cal chapter of the American Le-
gion led the parade. 

TJ and Kate Smith of Ango-

ra ran a booth offering free face 
painting and repaired bicycles. 
The Smiths run Valhalla Ridge 
Farms, and TJ is frequently re-
furbishing bicycles to give them 
away.

At 2:30 p.m., kids could 
partake in the sawdust dig to 
hunt for buried coins. The dig 
was separated into three age 
groups so even the youngest 
children had a chance to dig 
up plenty of change. The older 
the kids, the bigger the pile of 
sawdust. This event had a large 
turnout, with little room in the 
two oldest kids’ sawdust piles.

A beanbag toss competition 
was held at the Orr Muni at 5:30 
p.m., followed by a street dance. 
Fireworks over Pelican Bay 
capped off Orr’s celebration. 

by JEN SHUSTER-DAHLIN
Staff Writer
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Crane Lake Chapel 
Bazaar on July 19

CRANE LAKE- The 
Annual Crane Lake Chap-
el Bazaar is Wednesday 
July 19 from 10 a.m. – 1 
p.m. at 7399 Handberg 
Rd.  Organizers are ac-
cepting quality donations 
of items for the event, 
and ask that clothes and 
electronic items, includ-
ing TVs and CD and VHS 
players, not be donated. 
Donations can be brought 
to the firehouse back ga-
rage.  Enjoy shopping, 
raffles, and lunch.  There 
will be books, crafts, and 
baked goods for sale in the 
Chapel.  Across the street 
at the Fire Hall you will 
discover antiques and oth-
er “used treasures”.  Raf-
fles are going on as well 
with $5 tickets already 
available for purchase.  
You can win a gorgeous 
handmade quilt, a hard 
shell Yeti cooler, a large 
Lily Pad floating mat, a 
free day on Pine Points 
pontoon, and other gift 
certificates and generous 
prizes.  Join us July 19 for 
fun, food, and fellowship. 

Haley tabbed for 
honors at Nebraska

COOK- Claire Louise 
Haley of Cook has been 
named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln for the 
spring semester of the 
2022-23 academic year.

Haley, a freshman 
majoring in psychology, 
was named to the list for 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences. To be honored, 
students must maintain a 
GPA of 3.7 or better.

Upcoming events 
listed for NWFA

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts has a 
busy schedule of activities  
ahead.

WRITERS MEET 
—Saturday, July 8 from 
2-4 p.m. at the gallery, 
open to all interested writ-
ers and no registration re-
quired.

PAINTING WITH 
DIANE LEVAR — Mon-
day, July 10 from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., paint water lilies 
at the Cook Community 
Center, 510 Gopher Dr., 
Cook.  Registration  re-
quired, call 218-666-2153.

 Q U I L T I N G 
C L A S S / H E A R T S —

Wednesday and Thurs-
day, July 12-13;  10 a.m.-4 
p.m. each day at the gal-
lery.Registration required, 
call 218-666-2153.

 L I N O C U T /
BLOCK PRINTING—
Saturday, July 15 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the gallery. 
Lyn Reed, instructor. Reg-
istration required, call 
218-666-2153.

MAKE A FINN-
ISH (TOSSUT) WOOL 
FELTED SLIPPER—
Friday, July 21 with Sue 
Archibald at the NWFA 
Gallery.  Bring a tote lid.  
Students may select wool 
color from Sue. Registra-
tion required, call 218-
666-2153.

BEGINNING WA-
TERCOLOR WITH LYN 
REED—Thursday, July  
27 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
This free curious and cre-
ative class is open to stu-
dents from age 7 to 90 but 

registration is required.  
Call 218-666-2153.

NWFA Gallery at 210 
S. River St. is open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fri-
days and Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 50/50 raf-
fle tickets and tickets for 
the Aug. 11 concert event 
are available. See more 
information at www.nw-
famn.org, and on Face-
book and Instagram. The 
email address is nwfamn.
org@gmail.com.

Cook library offers 
summer programs

 COOK- Summer is 
here, and the Cook Public 
Library is offering pro-
grams and activities for all 
ages.

Preschool-Elemen-
tary: Come to the library 
and pick up reading ma-
terials, including a free 

book for preschool and 
elementary readers.  Pre-
schoolers get to color in 
a circle every time they 
read. Elementary-aged 
kids are challenged to get 
a BINGO through reading 
books and doing activi-
ties.

Completion prizes 
can be picked up between 
August 1 – 31.

Teens/Adults: Pick 
up a summer reading 
BINGO card, read or lis-
ten to 5 books to make a 
BINGO and return your 
card between August 1 - 
31 to receive a prize.

July and August 
Events:

 July Take & Create 
Kit:  Found Object Pup-
pets (while supplies last)

 July 13:  Story 
Time, 10 a.m.

 July 18:  Minneso-
ta Author Darrell J. Peder-
son, 2 p.m.

 July 20:  Story 
Time, 10 a.m.

 July 25:  Bubble 
Wonders, 3 p.m.

 July 27:  Story 
Time, 10 a.m.

 Aug. 2:  Forest Ser-
vice Program, Ungulates 
Love Forest Fires, 11 a.m.

 Aug. 3:  Story 
Time, 10 a.m.

The Cook Public Li-
brary Summer Reading 
program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Cook 
Public Library with fund-
ing support from the Cook 
Lions Club, United Way 
of NE MN, Dollar Gener-
al Literacy Grant and indi-
vidual donations.

A 
Tradition
of Trust

•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by

Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

Area St. Louis County Solid Waste 
and Recycling Facility site hours 

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th 

St. Louis County  
Environmental Services 

Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788

Office hours 8-4:30 Mon. thru Fri. 
stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittiieess  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

AAsshh  RRiivveerr  TTrraaiill  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
11391 Ash River Trail 

Summer Hours 
Wed: 1pm—4pm 

Sat: 2:30pm—5:30pm 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

KKaabbeettooggaammaa  LLaakkee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
10150 Gamma Rd 
Summer Hours 

Mon. & Wed: 9am—noon 
Sat: 10:30am—1:30pm 

OOrrrr  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
4038 Hwy 53 

Summer Hours 
Tue: 9am—1pm, Thu: 2pm—7pm 

Sat: 8am—noon, Sun: 10am—2pm 

PPoorrttaaggee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Summer Hours 
Tue: 2pm-6pm; Thu: 10am-1pm, 
Sat: 1pm-5pm; Sun: 3pm—6pm 

SSttuurrggeeoonn  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
8380 Hwy 73 

Hours 
Sun: 8am—noon 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77 

Summer Hours 
Tue:1—6pm, Thu: 8am—1pm  

Sat: 8am—5pm, Sun: noon—6pm 

COOK- Sam Miltich and his 
father, Mathew, will perform in 
Cook at Music in the Park from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 12.  
Every Wednesday this summer grab 
a blanket or a lawn chair or sit in 
your car to hear a different sound 
of music.   Enjoy food and refresh-
ments provided by St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church of Alango.  In case 
of rain Wednesday the concert will 
be moved to the Cook VFW near 
the park.

Sam Miltich appeared in Cook 
in 2016 with his band “The Clear-
water Hot Club” at the historic 
Comet Theater. He toured five 
towns in Minnesota in 2018 on a 
Minnesota Arts Board grant per-
forming “The Improvised Life:  
Exploring Intersections of Mental 
Health & Creativity Through Jazz” 
at Trinity Lutheran Church present-
ed by Northwoods Friends of the 
Arts.  Scenic Rivers Health Services 
sponsored another performance in 

Cook for health care professionals.
Sam Miltich’s fluid and instinc-

tive sound has graced hundreds of 
stages, from small town bars on the 
Iron Range to Lincoln Center.  The 
Miltich family came from the Iron 
Range and continued building a life 
near Grand Rapids where Sam is a 
long-time fixture on the Minneso-
ta jazz scene. Sam has composed 
his own music and played regular-
ly at venues throughout the state.  
He has been featured on TPT’s 
“Minnesota Original” and NPR’s 
“Weekend Edition” and performed 
for Garrison Keillor’s “A Prairie 
Home Companion”.  He also host-
ed his own radio program “Sam and 
Friends” which showcased a year 
of interviews with renowned Min-
nesota jazz musicians for KAXE 
radio.

Music In The Park is made 
possible by the St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church of Alango, Cook Lion’s 
Club,  the Cook VFW Post 1757 
and the VFW Post 1757 Auxiliary, 
Northwoods Friends of the Arts and 
free will community donations.

COOK- Cook’s own, Priscilla J. Hiipakka, will be 
honored with an exhibit and reception at Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts beginning Wednesday July 5 until 
July 29 in the gallery’s Wolfe Den.  The open house 
reception will be held amongst the “Wonderful World” 
of Priscilla’s art works on Friday, July 7 at NWFA 

Gallery, 210 S. River 
Street next to Dream-
Weaver Spa and Salon 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Better known at the 
gallery as the Volunteer 
Coordinator, Hiipakka 
is a dependable volun-
teer and new member of 
the board of directors.  
She has a busy com-
plex family with lots of 
grandchildren.  Despite 
all the aprons she wears, 

Hiipakka is a dedicated, striving, prolifically talented 
artist.  Visitors will enjoy her range of creativity!

Please visit this exhibit in July and the open house 
on Friday.  NWFA provides support to about forty 
artists and provides classes and opportunities for new 
artists.  The open hours for the gallery in summer are 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You may 
register for classes there or call 218-666-2153.

World Class jazz guitar and bass duo to 
perform in Cook on Wednesday, July 12

“Wonderful World” exhibit reception 
on Friday, July 7,  from 5-7 p.m.

Orr Fun Day offered a full day of activities



MT.  IRON-  The 
Arrowhead Library System 
(ALS)  is pleased to present 
“Bubble Wonders,” a free 
program being offered at the 
following locations:

 Tuesday, July 11, 
3:30 p.m. at the International 
Falls Public Library

 Wednesday, July 12, 
3:30 p.m. at the Mt. Iron 
Public Library

 Thursday, July 13, 
10:30 a.m. at the Virginia 
Public Library

 Monday, July 24, 10 
a.m. at the Babbitt Public 
Library

 Monday, July 24, 
3:30 p.m. at the Ely Public 
Library

 Tuesday, July 25, 
3 p.m. at the Cook Public 
Library

“Bubble Wonders” is 
an uplifting show, full of 
surprises, using bubbles 

to inspire others to follow 
their dreams.  Geoff Akins 
combines incredible bubble 
wizardry with whimsical 
words of wisdom and will 
leave the audience feeling 
like anything truly is possi-
ble!  This free program is 45 
minutes and  family-friend-
ly for ages 4 to adult.

ELY- Residents in 
Ely were unhappy over 
the appearance of a pro-
fanity-laced flag that a 
homeowner located across 
the street from Whiteside 
Park erected here on July 4. 

The house is located 
less than 50 yards from 
where the Christian youth 
group Young Life had set 
up games for kids in the 
park from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

During the entire time 
that Young Life had their 
games set up, the residents 
at 26 8th Ave. E. hosted a 
party in their front yard. 
Prominently displayed 
from the flagpole in the 
house’s yard was a “F**k 
Biden” flag, where every 
child in the park could 
easily observe it. The actual 
flag included the full pro-
fanity without the editing 

provided by the Timberjay.
The flag, its loca-

tion, and the timing of its 
appearance, shocked and 
upset many Ely residents 
and others who attended 
the Fourth of July parade 
and other activities, many 
of which were focused at 
the park.

It also brought un-com-
plimentary attention to Ely  
when a photo of the house 
and its flag appeared on 
reddit.com. A picture of the 
house’s front yard showing 
the parade seating and the 
flag was posted to the r/
minnesota subreddit by 
user SamWise050 between 
noon and 1 p.m. Before the 
day was over, the post had 
garnered 559 comments 
and over 2.1 k upvotes.

SamWise050 com-
mented on his post: “I 
could do without the “F**k 
Biden” flag at a parade. It’s 
not as bad as a naked man 

on a bike but still something 
kids don’t need to see.”

The comments on the 
post mostly reiterated the 
post’s remark about the 

inappropriate display with 
so many children present, 
or they made humorous 
comments regarding the 
flag and the person who 

decided to fly it.
Reflective of the 

general disgust that viewers 
posted in the wake of the 
subreddit post, one user 

remarked, “I live here and 
it is embarrassing. Didn’t 
even bother with the parade 
due to this kind of behav-
ior.” 
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Profanity-laced flag mars Ely kids activities on the 4th
POOR TASTE

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

QUIET SYSTEMS | CLEAN ENERGY | COMFORTABLE | ECO-FRIENDLY 

Visit www.lakecountrypower.coop to learn more or call 800-421-9959, press 6.

Whether it’s sourced from the air, ground or through a ductless technology, 
all heat pumps are highly efficient, low-carbon forms of heating and cooling. 
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, you’ll save around 3,000 kilowatt-
hours of electricity each year–great for the environment and your budget.

Take advantage of these rebates from Lake Country Power when you install a 
qualifying, energy-saving heat pump. You’ll save energy, money and fuel costs.

• Air source heat pumps: Rebates up to $1,250
• Ground source heat pumps: Rebates up to $400 per ton 
• Ductless heat pumps: Rebates up to $500

Air. Ground. 
Ductless. 
Your Source for Energy-Efficient Heating and Cooling.

UP TO 300% EFFICIENT



Energy that Powers Our Lives

THIS ACTIVITY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE VOTERS OF 
MINNESOTA THROUGH A GRANT FROM THE MINNESOTA STATE 
ARTS BOARD, THANKS TO A LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION 
FROM THE ARTS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE FUND.

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons with NLMF Orchestra 
and Alexander Markov, soloist

JULY 8 • 4PM  Aurora
JULY 10 • 7PM  Ely

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 

JULY 12 • 7PM  Virginia
JULY 19 • 7PM  Ely

Rachmaninoff 150 Festival

JULY 20 • 7PM
At the iconic 

Hibbing High School Auditorium

Winners Concert
CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNERS

JULY 14 • 7PM   Aurora
JULY 16 • 3PM   Chisholm

Full Sets, Costumes and Orchestra
Conductor: Gavriel Heine

La boheme for 
Tweens and Teens

JULY 13 • 3:00PM  Aurora
One hour abridged version with full sets, 

costumes & orchestra performed by  
the NLMF Opera Apprentices

A FULL, LIVE SEASON OF OPERA, CHAMBER MUSIC 
AND SYMPHONIC CONCERTS!

JULY 1–23 northernlightsmusic.org
Full schedule & tickets

JULY 18 • 7PM  Ely
with our Opera Apprentices

Opera Arias

La Bohème
Puccini’s

ELY FOLK SCHOOL

Kids Makers Morning classes are wide ranging
ELY—For five days a week 

this summer, local kids will have 
the opportunity at the Ely Folk 
School to learn various arts, 
crafts, and life skills at the Kids 
Makers Morning class. The class 
has returned for this summer 
after a smaller version was tried 
in 2022.

 A team effort between the 
folk school and Ely Community 
Resource, the class is a sum-
mer-long program for children 
between the ages of 3 and 12 
where children learn fun and 
valuable skills like gardening and 
foraging and creating various art 
projects such as pressing flowers 
and creating model canoes out of 
birch bark. 

“The mission of Kids Makers 
Morning classes is to forge com-
munity and connection to place 
through craft and to offer oppor-
tunities to foster creative spirit 
through exploring new hands-on 
skills, materials, and hobbies,” 
said folk school director Melissa 
Soderstrom. 

Jen Toddie and Bekah Lunn 
are leading this year’s class. 
Toddie has an extensive back-
ground in education and has 
taught subjects such as social 
studies, yoga, and reading and 

writing to various age groups. 
Lunn is an artist who brought her 
own kids to last year’s makers 
class. This year, she utilizes her 
specialties in herbalism, printing, 
and exploring the natural world 
to contribute to the class projects. 
Toddie and Lunn were both vol-
unteers at last year’s program 
before being hired as instructors.  

Due to the program’s 
immense popularity, registra-
tion for the whole summer 
class is closed for registration 
but, on Mondays, five spots are 
opened for the 7-12 age group 

for the Friday morning class. 
The class is divided into groups: 
“The Chickadees,” the 3-6-year-
olds, and “The Warblers,” ages 
7-12-year-olds. The Chickadees 
are capped at 11 kids, and the 
Warblers are capped at 30 kids. 
Each week the groups do a project  
based on a theme.

For the week of June 19-23, 
to celebrate the summer solstice, 
the older kids’ group made 
beeswax luminaries (wax candle 
holders) and window stars, and 
the younger group made paper 
lanterns. 

The classes are free to stu-
dents because of funding from 
the Arrowhead Regional Arts 
Council, a nonprofit organization 
based out of Duluth that sup-
ports local arts through grants, 
workshops, and other similar 
assistance. Soderstrom said the 
combination of open registration 
on Mondays and a no-cost class 
gives families in the area flexi-
bility over the summer months. 

“We wanted to be able to 
give more people a chance to 
join, people who didn’t care about 
registration opening. If people 
have visiting friends or who are 
up for the week, we think it’s 
really valuable for local kids to 
be able to engage and interact 
with visiting kids, so the drop-in 
structure is a way we are trying 
to accommodate that, despite 
our limited resources, space, and 
funding. The main point is each 
week having the space for kids 
to come and try new things and 
work with their hands and have 
a space outside of school, outside 
of their home, where they can feel 
comfortable asking questions and 
engaging.” 

Soderstrom said the program 
was brought back because of high 
demand and its positive impact on 
the community.

“We were really excited 

by how much of an impact the 
program was able to make last 
summer and how grateful families 
seemed to be to have this free, 
artistic option for kids, and we 
recognized that we could continue 
to develop and expand it, which 
is why we hired coordinators 
and why we ended up creating a 
registration system. Last year it 
got a little bit hectic with so many 
different ages; it was really fun, 
but this year we thought, ‘let’s 
separate it,’ we can put resourc-
es into it because this is clearly 
a community need. We value 
getting everyone exposed to folk 
art and working with your hands, 
and discovering what you can do, 
whether it’s washing dishes, or 
working with beeswax, or making 
your own decorations. Kids as 
young as three realize that they are 
capable and have a lot of power 
within their own hands. They can 
do a lot for themselves.” 

The 2023 Kids Makers 
Morning course began on June 16 
and runs Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to noon, until Aug. 25. 
Visit elyfolkschool.org to learn 
more about the course or other 
courses offered at the folk school. 

by JEN SHUSTER-DAHLIN 
Staff Writer

Kids work on a wide variety of projects and explorations 
as part of the classes being offered for kids at the Ely Folk 
School. photo by J. Shuster-Dahlin

Bubble Fun at area libraries



that the DNR’s determina-
tion was flawed. 

The contested case 
process will allow all 
parties involved to present 
evidence, including doc-
uments and witness tes-
timony, supporting their 
claims. An administrative 
law judge will review the 
evidence and issue findings 
of fact and possible recom-
mendations. 

As part of a 2020 
lawsuit testing the pro-
tections offered under the 
Minnesota Environmental 
Rights Act, or MERA, 
NMW succeeded in getting 
the DNR to re-examine its 

mining rules and determine 
whether they were adequate 
to protect the BWCAW 
from the effects of the 
Twin Metals’ mine. The 
group also won the right 
to require a contested case 
if it disagreed with the 
DNR’s determination on 
the adequacy of the state’s 
mining rules.

The DNR subsequent-
ly determined that its rules 
are inadequate to protect 
the Boundary Waters from 
noise and light pollution 
from a mine but found that 
its rules—which require no 
degradation of wilderness 
waters— were adequate to 

protect the BWCAW. 
In its original lawsuit, 

NMW had argued that the 
rule in question could not 
protect the BWCAW from 
impacts from acid rock 
drainage resulting from the 
removal of sulfide-based 
ores within those portions 
of the Rainy River water-
shed located upstream of 
the 1.1-million-acre wil-
derness area. The group, 
citing scientific studies 
that suggested downstream 
water pollution would be 
inevitable and difficult to 
mitigate, appeared to have 
hoped that the DNR would 
reach a similar conclusion 

and ultimately agree to 
prohibit non-ferrous, sul-
fide-based mining from 
taking place within the 
Rainy River headwaters.  
But the DNR determined 
otherwise, concluding that 
the existing rules, “in con-
junction with other existing 
state and federal environ-
mental protection laws, 
is adequate to protect the 
BWCAW from potential 
water, air, and other impacts 
from nonferrous mining.” 
The DNR noted that the 
state already applies the 
most protective water 
quality standard, known 
as Prohibited Outstanding 

Resource Value Water, 
to the Boundary Waters. 
According to the DNR, 
that designation “essen-
tially prohibits issuance 
of a water quality permit 
that would have any 
measurable impact on 
waters of the BWCAW.” 
NMW says it supports that 
policy objective but argues 
that while the DNR’s rules 
may appear strict on paper, 
there’s no way to really 
enforce them once a mine is 
built within the watershed. 

According to a state-
ment, NMW says its case 
is not about whether the 
DNR should revise its mine 

siting rules to make a new, 
stricter policy, but about the 
need to revise the existing 
rules to actually guarantee 
implementation of the poli-
cies that have already been 
enacted by Congress and 
the Minnesota Legislature. 
“DNR’s decision that exist-
ing water quality standards 
are sufficiently protective 
of the Boundary Waters 
assumes that nothing will 
ever go wrong— that no 
human errors will take place 
and that unforeseen natural 
problems, whether result-
ing from climate change 
or the ordinary vagaries of 
weather and geography, 
will never occur,” notes 
NMW in a press statement. 
“It assumes that there 
will be no engineering, 
mechanical, or technical 
failures.  Unfortunately, 
toxic sulfide-ore copper 
mining always pollutes 
water. One hundred percent 
of sulfide-ore copper mines 
have resulted in surface or 
groundwater pollution.”
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MINING...Continued from page 1

SALE...Continued from page 1
the channel that provides 
direct boat access in 
summer and snowmobile 
access in winter to Lake 
Vermilion. Popular hiking 
and cross-country ski trails 
lie within just half a mile.  

“There’s so much 
opportunity that wasn’t 
happening, it just didn’t 
seem fair not to move this 
forward,” Kujawa added.

Kujawa and Jellish 
have formed a new LLC, 
Marjo RE, to oversee the 
project, and Kujawa said 
he hopes to move forward 
with the project with delib-
eration. “Once we finalize 
the best concept, we’ll set a 
steady plan to get it done.”

While plans for the site 
are still under development, 
initial concept drawings 
show a primary access off 
of Marina Drive, which will 
lead to the hotel along with 
several tiers of homes that 
will follow the elevation 
contours of the property, 
which slopes gradually 
toward the East Two River. 
The site includes more than 
1,100 feet of river frontage 
and the plan envisions a 
series of cabins aligned 
along the river.  A paved 
path would connect the site 
to both the harbor and Your 
Boat Club.

“The final plan is obvi-
ously a ways away, but I 
like the current concept,” 
said Kujawa. The synergy 
between the boat club and 
the development is obvious, 
since the site is likely to 
include a number of short-
term rental units or hotel 
rooms that will be avail-
able for use by members 
of the boat club. “It will 
certainly add more traffic to 
the marina,” said Kujawa. 
With the marina renting 
both boats and ATVs, “the 
marina will really become 
a hub of that activity,” he 

added. 
Orlyn Kringstad, of 

Tower, who helped arrange 
the sale, has signed a con-
sulting agreement with 
Kujawa and Jellish to assist 
in managing development 
of the site. Kringstad is 
also expected to continue 
to lease and operate the 
Marjo Motel. 

“This goes back to the 
original Tower Vision 2025 
plan, which was to do the 
harbor first and then hop 
over and do harbor north,” 
said Kringstad. “It may be 
five years later than we 
had hoped, but I’m pleased 
to see it finally moving 
forward.”
TEDA role likely 

The Tower Economic 
Development Authority 
may also play a role in 
shaping the development. A 
five-acre parcel that TEDA 
purchased from St. Louis 

County in 2020 provides 
a convenient access point 
and additional developable 
property for the Marjo 
group and Kringstad has 
already submitted a letter 
on the group’s behalf 
asking to purchase the 5.02-
acre TEDA site. The letter 
describes “an affordable 
home development, senior 
living housing, riverside 
cottages, and a 16-unit 
Marjo Hotel.”

Any potential sale 
of the TEDA property 
would likely be subject to 
a development agreement 
which would give TEDA 
input into the design and 
the timing of construction. 
Kringstad’s letter confirms 
that the group is interested 
in meeting with TEDA 
soon to present their devel-
opment concepts as part of 
reaching an agreement for 
acquisition of the acreage. 

The development, 
once completed, would 
likely bring well over $10 
million in tax base to the 
city of Tower. 

TEDA officials and 
Kringstad have already 
met with officials from 
the Department of Iron 
Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation to discuss a 
water and sewer extension 
to the site. 
Local plant a 
wild card

Kringstad said the years 
of delay in the development 
at the harbor may ultimate-
ly yield an unexpected 
benefit— the importation 
of a Norwegian-based 
small home and cabin 
manufacturer to the area in 
another potential deal being 
brokered by Kringstad and 
his Norwegian business 
partner Lars Hanstad.

T h e  N o r w e g i a n 
company, Tinde Hytter, 
manufactures several 
models of high-quality 
homes and cabins, ranging 
from 500-1,200 square 
feet. With a Scandinavian 
design and super-insulat-
ed for energy efficiency, 
the company has proven 
successful for decades in 
Norway— so successful, in 
fact, that it may be close to 
saturating the market there. 

That has given the 
company a strong interest 
in exploring other markets, 
including gaining a foot-
hold in the U.S. Kringstad 
and Hanstad met with the 
company’s CEO in Norway 
last November and the 
connection appears close 
to yielding a deal, first to 
import some units to the 
U.S. to test the market 
interest, followed by the 
possible opening of a Tinde 
Hytter plant as soon as 

next year. Company man-
agement has expressed 
strong interest in the idea 
and pledged a financial 
commitment to equip a new 
facility here. 

The plan still faces 
challenges, not the least of 
which is finding or building 
a facility large enough to 
house the operation, which 
would likely employ 15-20 
people, not including local 
contractors. 

Given the region-wide 
housing shortage, the pos-
sibility of bringing a man-
ufacturer of well-designed 
and energy efficient homes 
to the area has piqued the 
interest of development 
officials as far away as 
Duluth as well as area trade 
unions, which are excited 
at the possibility that the 
location of a plant in the 
region could help jump start 
new home construction 
in the region. Given that 
possibility, a second Tinde 
Hytter plant, most likely 
located in Duluth, is already 
under consideration.

While the price tag for 
the Tinde-Hytter homes 
isn’t known at this point, 
Kringstad is hopeful that 
the relatively small square 
footage of the units will 
keep the price affordable. 
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Riverside cabins

TEDA 
property

Left: An early concept 
drawing of the 
development planned 
for the property 
recently purchased by 
the owners of Your Boat 
Club. The final plan may 
look considerably 
different. 

Above: A cabin 
manufactured by 
Tinde-Hytter, a 
Norwegian company 
considering locating a 
plant in Tower. 

Your Boat Club

202 N. Cedar Street, Tower, MN 55790 
218-235-8163  •  218-251-3700

vermilionclassicboatworks.com  •  vermilionclassicboatworks@gmail.com

We Can Help With Your Wood Boat Needs

• Restoration, Repair and Service
• Restored and Unrestored Boats for Sale

from Recreational to Collectable

Dana Hein & Jeff Larson

Celebrate with Us! 
The Ely Chamber of Commerce is celebrating 115 years of service to 
Ely area businesses.  We are also dedicating “Linda’s Garden” in   
memory of longtime director, Linda Fryer. We invite you to stop in 
and check out our facilities and enjoy some light refreshments and 
snacks. 

Open House: Wednesday, July 12, 2023, 10 a.m. � Noon 

Garden Dedication: 10 a.m. 

Call about the 30% tax credit!

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR
HOME
DECOR
STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE



cost of $4.5 million. The 
prospects for the funding 
aren’t clear, since Congress 
typically receives many 
more requests for project 
earmarks than it ultimately 
funds.” 

Despite Langowski’s 
caution on funding, an 
application for the money 
to replace the water intake 
line is already in progress. 

Boaters on Burntside 
Lake may have noticed the 
92-year-old structures that 
support the city’s water 
intake line across the open 
waters of the lake and the 
Burntside River. A simple 
visual inspection of the 
ancient wooden pilings that 
support the water line is all 
that is needed to see why 
Ely wants to modernize the 
structure and pipe.
Water from 
Shagawa

Ely originally estab-
lished its first water supply 
intakes much closer to 
home, in Shagawa Lake 
near where Semers Park 
is today. The water was 
pumped to a small con-
crete-floored holding res-
ervoir at Ely’s first water 
supply plant, at “the foot 
of Chapman Street,” as 
reported in the June 24, 
1889 issue of the Duluth 
Evening Herald. From 
there it was pumped to a 
wooden water tower next 
to city hall.

Given the primitive 
state of wastewater treat-
ment back when Ely was 
founded, the water quality 
in Shagawa Lake began to 
deteriorate quickly during 
Ely’s first three decades 
as the community failed 
to recognize the problems 
inherent in using the lake 
as both a source of drinking 
water and the destination 
for its nearly raw sewage. 

An early sign of trouble 
was reported in the July 
14, 1916, issue of the Ely 
Miner. “On June 21, an 
investigation was under-
taken on the public water 
supply, at the request of 
the health officers. The 
supply was obtained from 
Shagawa Lake and sub-
jected to filtration and 
disinfection. The field 
investigation showed that 
the purification treatment 
was being applied in a 
satisfactory manner, but 
that an unsanitary condi-
tion was being produced 
by the maintenance of an 
emergency connection with 
the lake. In the analytical 
results, indications of con-
tamination were not found 
in the treated supply. It 
was recommended that the 
emergency intakes to the 
lake be disconnected from 
the clean water pumps.”

As problems contin-
ued, the city called a special 
city council meeting on 
July 19, 1918, in order to 
approve the solicitation of 
bids for new water supply 
piping and the addition of 
a sedimentation tank to 
help filter the city’s potable 
water.
Shagawa water 
degrades

By 1928, water from 
Shagawa Lake was getting 
noticeably worse. On Nov. 
9, 1928, the Ely Miner 
reported that the Minnesota 
Health Department was in 
Ely “for a week investigat-
ing the Ely water supply 
and trying to figure out a 
method to rid the water 
of the mouldy (sic) taste 
which persists in remain-
ing. Previous tests have 
proven the water fit for 
drinking purposes with no 

evil effects but the mouldy 
(sic) taste remains however, 
although the volume of the 
taste has been cut down to 
a minimum.”

By the summer of 1930, 
the quality had deteriorated 
still further. The Ely Miner 
wrote, “Two years ago the 
local water supply became 
highly objectionable … due 
to certain algae or minute 
plant growths in the lake, 
which gave off foul-smell-
ing and (foul-)tasting vol-
atile oils. A general public 
demand that something be 
done … and has persisted 
since that time.”

The same article also 
mentioned the push to get 
Ely’s water from a different 
lake like Burntside or from 
wells, noting that “a natural 
assumption (is) that sewage 
from the city (was) entering 
the lake.”

The newspaper went 
on to report that the same 
kind of purification plant 
would be necessary for 
Burntside Lake water as 
was being used for water 
from Shagawa because 
similar contaminating 
material is present in each 
lake. The paper reported the 
cost of reaching Burntside 
Lake with a pipeline would 
be in excess of $200,000.

At the time, because of 
Ely’s foul water, the city 
was already using a sedi-
mentation basin, filtering, 
and a new experimental 
chlorine and ammonia 
treatment. The Ely Miner 
reported, 

“The object of this 
(treatment) is to kill harmful 
bacteria and wipe out odors 
and tastes. This treatment 
has thus far been very 
satisfactory and Ely is one 
of very few cities in the 
entire country and the first 
in the state to use such a 
water purification process 
and this method is regarded 
as the last word in water 
purification…  25 years ago 
Ely was the first city in the 
state to put into operation a 
water filter.”

The Ely Miner also 

wrote that the state health 
department testing showed 
the water was safe to drink 
after passing through Ely’s 
drinking water treatment 
measures, despite its lousy 
smell and taste. “It should 
be needless to state in con-
clusion, but still it seems 
necessary, that persons 
going to springs and poor-
ly-constructed wells for 
drinking water are sacri-
ficing the safety offered 
by our city water supply to 
overcome what appears to 
us at present an imaginary 
distaste for the public water 
supply.”
The move to 
Burntside

After years of dis-
cussion and community 
pressure, the city council 
resolved to spend the money 
to build a water intake line 
to Burntside Lake. The Ely 
Miner reported on Jan. 23, 
1931, “City water has occu-
pied the attention of the city 
fathers for several years and 
the several councils have 

put in many sleepless nights 
trying to figure out some 
method of overcoming the 
criticisms aimed at them 
by reason of the medicinal 
taste in the water on several 
occasions.”

The decision came as 
Otto E. Brownell of the 
state health department 
recommended piping water 
in from Burntside Lake, 
which he said would save 
the city the “very heavy 
expense” of more rigorous 
treatment of the sewage 
that the city dumped into 
Shagawa Lake.

It was a time of bur-
geoning population growth 
in Ely, which only added 
to the pollution problem in 
Shagawa. Ely’s population 
peaked with the 1930 U.S. 
census count at 6,156, an 
increase of over a thousand 
from the 1920 census. The 
population spike impacted 
the volume of water needed 
in Ely. For the first time 
since the city was founded, 
water use exceeded “the 
amazing totals of 1 million 

gallons a day” several times 
a year, according to reports 
at the time. The city council 
recognized that despite its 
efforts to filter and treat 
the water from Shagawa, 
the lake could no longer 
meet the city’s needs for 
drinking water.

At a special city council 
meeting in January, 1931, 
the council bit the fiscal 

bullet and resolved to build 
a water line to Burntside 
Lake by that summer. The 
current water intake struc-
ture was completed in 1932. 

The 1931-32 construc-
tion and subsequent updates 
of the water intake line to 
Burntside will be subject 
of an upcoming Timberjay 
article later this summer.
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ELY WATER...Continued from page 1

The piers supporting Ely’s water intake line as they cross the open water 
of Burntside Lake. The structure seen here was built 1931-32. The water 
line updated in the 1970s is in the wooden box sitting on the top of the 
piers. This photo was taken during a city inspection of the intake 
structure during the summer of 2022. photo by Harold Langowski

                  
            
 

 
 
 

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN LAB ASSISTANT 
College Lab Assistant 2 

                              Permanent, Full-Time, Seasonal – AFSCME 
 

Minnesota North College – Vermilion Campus in Ely is seeking to fill the permanent, full-time, seasonal (1.0 FTE) position of a      
Veterinary Technician Lab Assistant (College Lab Assistant 2). 
 
The Lab Assistant position will provide assistance to instructors within the Veterinary Technology laboratory with assistance 
and supervision of students within labs that include live animals.  Lab support includes lab preparation and clean-up to ensure 
a safe and clean classroom environment for laboratory animals, students, and staff. This position will also work with the Pro-
gram Coordinator to manage kennel care and monitor student kennel care responsibilities.    
 
This is a seasonal position that works August – May, during the academic year. 
 

Applicants must apply online using Minnesota North College’s People Admin online application:  
https://minnesotanorth.edu/about/human-resources/employment-opportunities/ 

 
Application review upon receipt.  Posting will remain open until filled. 

 
GREAT BENEFITS PACKAGE!  Includes low cost medical and dental insurance, employer paid life insurance, short- and long-term disability, 
pre-tax flexible spending accounts, retirement plan, tax-deferred compensation, generous vacation and sick leave, and one floating holiday 
and 11 paid holidays each year. 
 

AA/EO, Veteran Friendly 

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 
1500 LT Crew Cab 4x4 

......$55,705MSRP

SALE PRICE
$52,106

HOT July Deals!HOT July Deals!

Take up to an additional $4,000 OFF with Chevrolet Loyalty* 
and Trade-in Bonus Cash.**

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 
1500 LT Double Cab 4x4 

......$51,445MSRP

SALE PRICE
$47,365

Take up to an additional $4,000 OFF with Chevrolet Loyalty* 
and Trade-in Bonus Cash.**

*Must currently own a 2009 or newer Chevrolet passenger car or truck, 
or lease a 2018 or newer Chevrolet passenger car or truck to qualify 

for $2,500 Loyalty. **Must currently own and trade-in a 2009 or newer 
passenger car or truck to qualify for $1,500 Trade-in Bonus Cash.

Let The Children
ComeTo Me...

All Are
Welcome!

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/2/2023 North



TOWER-SOUDAN- 
The Sunday afternoon 
community picnic in 
Soudan might have been 
one for the record books. 
It featured 600 fresh-
ly-grilled hot dogs, 22 
gallons of ice cream that 
made hundreds and hun-
dreds of ice cream floats 
(root beer or orange), 
and a steady supply of 
water powering old-fash-
ioned water toys to keep 
the youngsters happy and 
cool.

Breitung Township 
sponsors the picnic each 
year, and township offi-
cials and staff keep busy 
for three hours grilling 
up and serving hot dogs 
and all the fixings. A ded-
icated crew of volunteers 
spent the same amount of 
time scooping up the ice 
cream floats, with help 
from some younger vol-
unteers who served them 
outdoors. The ice cream 
ran out a little earlier than 
the hot dogs, even though 
they had upped the total 
number of gallon tubs 
from 17 to 22 this year.

The picnic was the 
kick-off for this year’s 
Fourth of July celebration, 
organized by the Tow-
er-Soudan Lake Vermil-
ion Events Board. Jolene 
Mroszak ably took over 
the leadership spot from 
Julie Johnson. The pa-
rade was perfectly timed, 
featured three live bands, 
Shriners, plenty of floats, 
fire engines, and enough 
candy to keep every sin-
gle one of the kids in at-
tendance wired for days.

After forecasts threat-
ening severe weather for 

days in advance, the day 
began cooler and drier 
than the previous week, 
perfect weather for the 
40th annual Vermilion 
5K/10K race. Attendance 
was high. Racers ranged 
in age from under 10 to 
over 70. Race day reg-

istration went smoothly, 
with over 80-percent of 
the 250-plus participants 
signing up that morning. 
The race is a family fa-
vorite, and some runners 
have been participating in 
the race since the 1980s, 
when it first began.

Lines stretched out 
of the pancake breakfast, 
sponsored by the Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club, 
from when it opened at 
8 a.m., serving at least 
500 people. Luckily, they 
didn’t run out of pan-
cakes, but it was close.

The kiddie parade got 
the Main Street crowds 
warmed up for all the ac-
tion. There were bikes, 
scooters, wagons, and 
floats. The event commit-
tee had prepared partici-
pation prizes for almost 
200 children, but ran out 
and then scrambled, with 
help from adults watching 
nearby to get the addition-
al five dollars each for all 
the marchers. The main 
parade kicked off exact-
ly at 11 a.m. with Color 
Guard members Rod Poli-
tano and George Mihelich 
leading the way. Al and 
MaryBeth Reller got a lot 
of waving in as they acted 
as this year’s parade mar-
shalls. This year’s hon-
ored citizen was the late 
Carol Alstrom, long-time 
teacher at the Tower-Sou-
dan School. 

Broten Construction 
once again showed off 
their formidable float-cre-
ating process, winning 
best business float and 
best of show. Their WWE-
themed float featured cos-
tumed wrestlers, colored 
smoke, and a rather im-
pressive amount of bright-
ly-colored confetti blown 
up in the air.

The most daring float 
featured a Lamppa Kuu-
ma sauna stove, wood fire 
burning hot, with owner 
Garrett Lamppa pouring 
water onto the hot stones, 
creating steam and dreams 
of an end-of-the-day re-

laxing sauna time.  Josh 
Hasbrook, from Vermilion 
Tree Service, traversed 
the parade route belaying 
off the side of his tree ser-
vice crane truck.

There was kettle corn, 
shaved ice, ice cream, fish 
tacos, fried cookie dough, 
lots of sandwich options, 
and of course, beer and 
green-colored alcoholic 
beverages.

The fighter wing 
flyover was a little later 
than usual and flew over 
Main Street right around 
12 noon. As if to make up 
for their late entrance after 
the end of the parade, the 
two jets did a low-flying 
circle around town, rais-
ing a lot of heads.

Attendance at the 
children’s races was 
amazing. At least half 
of the football field, as 
well as the entire set of 
bleachers, were filled with 
children and their family 
members. Kids were still 
digging in the sawdust 
scramble pile as the rac-
es were underway, and 
were still finding plenty of 
coins. Many of this year’s 
volunteers said they de-
cided to help out because 
they remember how much 
they loved these races 

when they were kids. The 
weather, though starting 
to get cloudy, remained 
dry until the races were 
over.

A light rain settled in 
late afternoon, but by that 
time Main Street was qui-
et, the Tower Fire Depart-
ment’s beer garden tent 
was closed, with noises 
still filtering down from 
the karaoke at Good Ol’ 
Days and beer garden at 
D’Ericks.

Fireworks were 
scheduled to be shot off 
in Big Bay on July 5, 
thanks to sponsorship by 
the Lake Vermilion Resort 
and Tourism Association, 
spreading out the fun an 
additional day.

The entire celebration 
is organized by the Tow-
er-Soudan Lake Vermil-
ion Events Board, a vol-
unteer-run nonprofit that 
raises the funds needed 
to put on the event each 
year. Donations are still 
needed, and can be mailed 
to TSLVEB, PO Box 461, 
Tower, MN 55790.

Watch for the Vermil-
ion Run results and chil-
dren’s races results in next 
week’s paper.

Patricia Mason
Patricia Griffis 

Waisanen Mason died 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
2023, at her home in Al-
bany, Ore. A celebration 
of life will be held on Sun-
day, July 16 from 12 noon 
to 3 p.m. at the Embarrass 
Town Hall.

 She is survived by 
four children, Candace 
Dale, George Curtis 
Waisanen (Jill), James 
Waisanen (Wendy) and 
Holly Waisanen; three 
brothers, Donald, Harold 
(Dick) and Curtis Griff-
is, all of Montana; seven 
grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren.  

Melia Shikonya 
Melia Palo Shikon-

ya, 78, of Ely, originally 
of Soudan, passed away 
on Friday, June 23, 2023, 
surrounded by her be-
loved family. Her life will 
be celebrated at St. An-
thony’s Catholic Church 
on Thursday, July 13 with 
visitation at 10 a.m., Mass 
at 11 a.m., burial follow-
ing Mass at the Ely Cem-
etery, and lunch following 
burial at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church. Funer-
al arrangements are by 
Landmark Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

She is survived by her 
husband of 60 years, An-
thony Shikonya; daugh-
ter, Lisa (Kevin) Skule; 
son, Bob (Rose) Shikon-
ya; grandchildren, Dylan 
(Nicole) Skule, Jonathan 
Skule (Maddy Finlayson), 
Riley, Reece and Ra-
chel Shikonya and Ryan 
(Emma) Janssen; sister, 
Helen Huovinen; sis-
ters-in-law, Etta Palo and 
Gen Palo; brother-in-law, 
Wendall Wilson; and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews with whom she was 
in continuous contact.

William L. Purdy 
William Lee “Bill” 

Purdy, 88, originally of 
Orr, passed away peace-
fully at his home in 
Apache Junction, Ariz., 
surrounded by family 
on Wednesday, June 21, 
2023. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be held at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, July 
29 at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Orr. Visitation 
will be held one hour pri-
or at 9 a.m. at the church. 
Lunch and fellowship 
will continue immediate-
ly after the service at the 
American Legion in Orr. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation in 
Bill’s name to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Maxine Hall 
Purdy; daughter, Teresa 
DuMarce; son, Jeff (Wen-
dy) Purdy; grandchil-

dren, William Purdy and 
Tiffany (Jethro) Davis; 
great-grandsons, Jacob 
Davis and Logan Davis; 
and many special nieces 
and nephews.

Joan M. Lamppa
Joan “Joanie” Marie 

Engstrom Lamppa, 87, 
of Virginia, passed away 
at her home on Thursday, 
May 18, 2023. Services 
were held on Sunday, July 
2 at Grand Ely Lodge. 
Family services were pro-
vided by Bauman-Cron, a 
Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

She is survived by her 
devoted husband, Harry; 
loving daughter, Renee 
and son-in-law Alan; pre-
cious grandchildren, Jon-
athan Fotopoulos (Sara), 
Katelyn Hogan (Daniel,) 
Olivia Johnson; and be-

loved great-grandchil-
dren, Aurora, Tommy, 
Hayden, James and Mary; 
as well as many nieces 
and nephews.

TOWER-SOUDAN

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

 Obituaries and Death Notices

Fourth of July attendance exceeds expectations
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Come join our TEAM at Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital, where our positive, safe, and reward-
ing environment supports you to be your best! 

Our Full-Time positions offer very competitive wages, plus our outstanding new 2023 benefits pack-
age. Benefits include multiple health insurance plans, a health savings account with significant em-
ployer contributions, employer-paid life insurance, vision, and short-term and long-term disability. 
EBCH also offers many other benefits, such as dental, voluntary employee life, and spousal life in-
surance options, plus a 403b retirement plan with employer matching funds. Our paid time off for 
vacation, sick, and holidays is top-notch! EBCH also offers professional growth and tuition reim-
bursement opportunities.  

Requirements include current MN LPN licensure, current BLS certification, and excellent communi-
cation and customer service skills.  

Our staff receives the appreciation they deserve in many ways, but our new Bucketlist employee 
rewards platform is impressive! Work in an atmosphere where your well-being matters! EBCH of-
fers employee assistance and wellness programs along with FLEXIBLE scheduling to support a 
proper work-life balance. Apply online today at www.ebch.org.  

 
“Committed to caring for and enhancing the health and well-being of 
the community it serves.” 
328 W. Conan St. | Ely, MN 55731 | 218-365-8704  
 

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital is looking for a full time LPN to 
join our team of compassionate caregivers! 

EOE 

Parade Marshals Al and MaryBeth Reller waved 
to the crowds lining the street. 
Below: Daphne and Clark Mayo enjoyed a nice 
cold snow cone.
photos by J. Summit.

Bring your own pot and dinnerware and  picnic fixings. Booyah, 
bread and butter, and coffee served. Cold drinks can be purchased 
at the campground store.   Memberships are also available the day 
of the picnic, but pre-payment is preferred. Membership in Old 
Settlers is open to anyone born or living on the Vermilion Iron 
Range. Guests are also welcome at $10 per person. Take-outs are 
also available if you are unable to stay for the picnic, 
live music, and raffles.

Vermilion Range Old Settlers Reunion & Picnic
Saturday, July 15, 2023 • McKinley Park Campground

Booyah served at 12 noon sharp!

Memberships are $10 paid in advance. 

Please make checks payable to: 
Vermilion Range Old Settlers

P.O. Box 724, Tower, MN 55790. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

LETLET FREEDOMFREEDOM RING!RING!
Scenes from Fourth of July celebrations around the area

Top left: The Ely honor guard 
marches in the front of the 
Ely parade.

Top center: Riding a pony at Orr’s 
July 3 Fun Day. 

Top right: Nicholas Mullen 
enjoyed cooled down during the 
Breitung Community Picnic.

Above: The Rock Ridge 
marching band performed in Tower 
and Ely. 

Above right: A parade-goer in Orr 
reacts to flying candy. 

Above right: Layla Vraa gets 
a ride on her father Jack’s 
shoulders at the Tower parade.

Right: Shriners at the Ely parade.

Left: Ariya Nieuwenhuis takes ad-
vantage of a mother lode of candy 
at the Tower parade.

Far left: John Eloranta takes a family photo with 
Rep. Pete Stauber and his mother Corky, wife 
Megan, and son Brooks. 

Left: Brynlee Benck in her patriotic glasses.

Below: Thea Desannoy smiles as she shows off 
her big bag of candy.

Lower left and center: Crazy getups are always 
in fashion with the Ely Klown Band. 

Photos by Timberjay staff



REGIONAL— New 
research from the University 
of Minnesota offers hope for 
more effective control mea-
sures against the invasive 
shrub European buckthorn. 
The plant is a widespread 
problem throughout much 
of Minnesota, although it 
has only recently begun to 
gain a foothold in northeast-
ern Minnesota.

For  years ,  those 

working to eradicate buck-
thorn had targeted larger, 
seed-bearing shrubs for 
control. They had largely 
ignored smaller shrubs 
under the mistaken belief 
that seeds would remain 
viable in the soil for up 
to six years. Rather than 
control the small shrubs 
immediately, managers 
would return year after year 
to control sites for up to five 
years, and only control the 
small shrubs in the final 
control effort. 

Yet, new research, 
published in the journal 
Biological Invasions, sug-
gests that approach wasted 
time and control resources, 
thereby giving an advantage 
to the buckthorn. The latest 
research confirmed that 
buckthorn seeds, in reality, 
only remain viable for about 
a year, which means control 
efforts can be completed in 
a roughly two-year cycle, 
rather than five or six years. 

The researchers believe 
the prevailing belief on the 

longevity of buckthorn 
seeds came from the mis-
reading of a 1997 news-
paper article, which was 
picked up in a municipal 
report which was later 

While the long-term 
prospects for the 
monarch butterfly 

remain in doubt, there is evi-
dence that the individual efforts 
of people who care about this 
remarkable insect are making 
a difference. 

The good news is that 
monarch butterflies and their 
larvae are being seen in huge 
numbers in many parts of the 
North Country this year. 

“It’s just been unbeliev-
able,” said Kelly Dahl, of 
Linden Grove, who has seen 
some of the volunteer milkweed 
plants near his high tunnel 
chewed right down to the stalk 
by monarch caterpillars, which 
are readily identifiable by their 
unique yellow, black, and white 
striping. 

He’s actually gathered and 
moved hundreds of the larvae in 
recent days to a larger patch of 
milkweed nearby, so they have 
enough food to make it to the 
pupal stage and to be less visible 
to potential predators. 

Dahl said he’s never seen 
a year with so many monarch 
caterpillars and it’s a hopeful 
sign after last year, when the 
butterflies and their larvae 
were relatively hard to find in 
the region.

Chip Hanson is an Ely 
veterinarian but he’s also a 
close observer of the natural 
world. He agrees with Dahl 

that this year has seen a remark-
able resurgence in monarch 
numbers— at least here in 
northeastern Minnesota. “One 
day, I counted 135 [monarch] 
caterpillars in my garden,” 
Hanson said. “I’ve never had 
anything close to that before.”

Monarch numbers can vary 
significantly from year-to-year 
in part because they’re subject 
to the vagaries of wind currents. 
This year, the winds seem 
to have brought them to the 
North Country in exceptional 
numbers. That could be a fluke, 
or a sign that the species might 
be doing better than a decade 
ago, when numbers plummeted, 
raising public concern that the 
population was finally suc-
cumbing to a series of stressors.

It’s well known that the 
monarch population has been 
in trouble, so much so that the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is considering protection under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

Habitat loss is one of the 
biggest factors in the decline of 
the species in recent years, but 
most experts on the species see 
climate change as the biggest 
long-term threat. While there’s 
little individuals can do by 
themselves to reduce the effects 
of climate change, that’s not the 
case with habitat destruction. 
Individuals and organizations 
throughout North America 
have taken it upon themselves 
to grow milkweed, the plant 
upon which the monarch life 
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Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

BLUE FLAG IRIS

Study offers new hope for buckthorn control

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

MONARCH SUMMER
Monarch numbers have spiked in the North Country. That seems like good news.

ICONIC SPECIES

The Blue Flag Iris, Iris 
versicolor, is one of our showiest 
wildflowers and it’s one that defi-
nitely prefers wet feet. 

It’s easily recognized by its 
large pale blue-to-violet blossoms  
which measure three-to-four 
inches across as well as by the con-
trasting purple and white veining 
toward the center of the flower. 

The light green, saber shaped 
leaves are another distinctive 
feature of this species, one of only 
two native irises in Minnesota and 
the only one found typically in 
northern Minnesota. 

Burning 
restrictions 
lifted in NE

See MONARCHS...pg. 5B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See STUDY...pg. 5B

Top: A single 
milkweed plant in 
Linden Grove is 
devoured by 
monarch 
caterpillars. 

Above: 
A just-emerged 
monarch butterfly 
sits at a Tower 
residence as its 
wings dry. 

Left: A monarch 
caterpillar forms a 
“J’ as it prepares to 
form its chrysalis. 
Two other 
chrysalises hang 
nearby in an 
enclosure in Tower. 
photos by M. Helmberger

Outdoors briefly

REGIONAL— Recent rains 
have allowed land management 
agencies throughout northeastern 
Minnesota to lift burning restric-
tions that were imposed back in 
June. 

The restrictions were lifted 
effective on Monday, July 3, 
just in time for a busy Fourth of 
July holiday, a time when many 
Minnesota families are spending 
time outdoors. 

The recent rains reduced, 
but did not eliminate, the wild-
fire danger, according to the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
As of early this week, the fire 
danger was listed as moderate 
thanks to recent rains and high 
humidities.

The DNR will continue to 
monitor conditions and will 
adjust county-specific burning 
restrictions as necessary. You can 
check the current fire danger and 
see where burning restrictions 
might be in effect at mndnr.gov/
burnrestrictions.

The lifting of burning restric-
tions aligns with lifting of restric-
tions by the U.S. Forest Service for 
the Superior National Forest and 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness. Restrictions have also 
been lifted in Voyageurs National 
Park and on lands that are part 
of northeastern Minnesota tribal 
nations. 

Right: The dark green 
oval leaves, and green 
berries that turn black 
as they ripen, are 
indicative of the 
European buckthorn. 
file photo

photo by K. Dahl



used as an authority for 
guidance from the U.S. 
Forest Service. That guid-
ance failed to go back to 
older studies on the plant, 
which had indicated that the 
seeds were short-lived. It 
all created a conventional 
wisdom surrounding buck-
thorn that turned out to be 
wrong. 

In fact, according to 
the study’s lead author 
Michael Schuster, with the   
University of Minnesota’s 
Department of Forest 
Resources, 97 percent of 
buckthorn seeds studied 
sprouted within the first 
year, with the remaining 
three percent sprouting 
within two years. 

These findings suggest 
that a shorter period of more 
intense management that 
targets a broader range of 
buckthorn sizes may be suf-
ficient to control existing 
buckthorn invasions. By 
also targeting small stems, 
management can be more 
effective since smaller 
plants are more vulnera-
ble. This is also likely to 
lower overall management 
effort, although managers 
will need to be vigilant of 
stems that avoid treatment 
or seeds that are dispersed 
by birds.

The f indings are 
important because they 
offer hope for better control 
of an invasive shrub that 
some fear could have eco-
system-wide implications 
in northeastern Minnesota. 

“This should be good 
news for folks looking to 
remove buckthorn: you can 
cut down all the fruit-bear-
ing trees and be confident 
that what remains after a 
year or two really is the 
extent of the problem. If 
we are more aggressive in 
those early interventions, 
we will likely have better 
outcomes compared to 
more selective approach-
es,” said Schuster.

The invasive from hell
Buckthorn has a repu-

tation as one of the invasive 
plants with the highest 
potential to devastate 
Minnesota forests. As the 
plant spreads, it crowds 
out other native understory 
plants, but its impact can 
go well beyond displacing 
native shrubs. According 
to longtime University of 
Minnesota forest ecologist 
Lee Frelich, buckthorn 
contains a toxin in its leaves 
known as emodin, which 
prevents native plants from 

growing in the vicinity. The 
emodin also affects devel-
oping amphibians, like frog 
and toad tadpoles and sal-
amanders, when it washes 
into nearby wetlands. The 
emodin also sickens birds, 
although it’s not known to 
be fatal to them. Even so, 
Frelich said while most 
birds probably learn fairly 
quickly not to consume the 
berries— they likely don’t 
learn until they’ve already 
spread some of the seeds. 
Not only are the buckthorn 
berries a poor food source 

for birds, they have the 
potential to displace a 
number of native shrub 
species that do provide 
a major source of food 
for birds and many other 
species.

Frelich and others have 
been particularly con-
cerned that buckthorn could 
become established in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness and the 
Superior National Forest, 
potentially impacting criti-
cal habitat for many species 
of wildlife. 

Frelich notes that the 
buckthorn does best in 
partial shade, which he 
said is common in much 
of the Superior National 
Forest, because the rocky 
terrain creates a lot of open 
and semi-open areas, par-
ticularly under white pine, 
aspen, and paper birch. 
Those are the areas current-
ly occupied by shrubs like 
blueberries, juneberries, 
pin cherries, chokecherries, 
and dogwood, all of which 
provide an abundance of 
wild foods for native birds. 

If those shrubs are replaced 
by buckthorn, the impacts 
to native bird populations 
could be significant. And 
it isn’t just the organisms 
we see that can be affect-
ed by buckthorn. Frelich 
notes that the presence of 
buckthorn alters the soil 
chemistry in a way that 
can impact the soil micro-
organisms as well as the 
fungi and the mycorrhizal 
connections between fungi 
and other plants. 

Walleye fishing is 
starting to show signs of 
improvement on many 
area lakes, as the mayfly 
hatch is beginning to wrap 
up. Anglers have been 
having to work hard for 
each and every fish where 
the mayflies are plenti-
ful. On lakes where the 
hatch hasn’t happened or 
has already wrapped up, 
anglers have been catching 
good numbers of walleyes. 
Anglers on all lakes have 
been finding walleyes in 
15-20 feet of water, on top 
of sunken islands. Orange, 
gold, pink and blue colored 
jigs, tipped with leeches 
or crawlers, have been the 
ticket. Spinner rigs have 
also accounted for a fair 
share of walleyes. 

Pike fishing was excel-
lent this last week for a 
lot of anglers. While there 
weren’t too many reports of 
fish over 34” being caught, 
good numbers were had 
by just about everyone 
targeting pike. Classic pike 
presentations like spoons, 
buzz baits, spinnerbaits 
and suckers fished under a 
bobber, kept pike anglers 
busy all of last week. Weed 
beds, mouths of shallow 
bays and areas where water 
enters the lake, are places to 
focus on pike. 

Topwater fishing for 
smallies continues to be hot 

and popular among anglers. 
Anglers continue to find big 
smallies along shorelines 
with boulder flats, rocky 
points and downed trees. 
Ned rigging, wacky worms 
and spinners continue to be 
very effective on smallies 
as well in those same areas.  

Stream trout fishing 
has started to slow up this 
last week for many trout 
anglers. As surface temps 
continue to climb, trout 
are forced deeper to find 
their preferred temperature. 
Anglers have been having 
the best luck fishing night 
crawlers 10-15 feet down, 
under a bobber. 

Panfish fishing was a 
popular choice this past 
week as many anglers strug-
gled to catch walleyes. As 
weed beds are established, 
finding panfish hasn’t been 
too hard for most anglers. 
Small leeches are proving 
to be deadly on sunnies in 
these weed beds. Beetle 
spins, small spinners and 
angleworms or waxies 
fished under a bobber 
have also been effective. 
Crappies are also being 
caught on these same weed 
beds and same lures, but 
more often than not during 
the evening hours, just 
before dark. 

C o u r t e s y  o f 
Arrowhead Outdoors. 
See more at Arrowhead 
OutdoorsElyMN.com.
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STUDY...Continued from page 4B

Fishing reports

Ely area

cycle depends. In gardens all across 
the country, particularly in the 
Midwest— the heart of monarch 
breeding territory— individuals 
have planted patches of milkweed in 
hopes of sustaining the population. 
It’s a classic example of individual 
collective action and it may be 
making a difference.

Cathy Anderson, of Tower, is 
one who has turned her attention 
to the monarch. Just this week, 
Anderson was tending her roughly 
225 square-foot patch of dense 
milkweed, which she planted just a 
few years ago in her small backyard. 
In the right conditions, milkweed 
will thrive and spread quickly, as 
Anderson’s patch, which she grew 
from just two original plants, attests. 

Around noon earlier this week, 
her patch was alive with monarch 
butterflies flitting about. She also 
maintains small, screened enclo-
sures on her back patio, where she 
carefully places the monarch cater-
pillars she finds along with milkweed 
plants that she places inside. In the 
protection of the enclosures, the 
monarch caterpillars stand a much 
better chance of making it to their 
adult stage. Inside her enclosures 
were dozens of monarch caterpillars 
as well as chrysalises. 

Anderson monitors the enclo-
sures regularly and releases the 
butterflies once they have emerged 

from their chrysalis. 
Thousands of Americans are 

doing the same thing in an effort 
that is loosely organized at best, 
but is inspired by a shared awe for 
this iconic North American species. 

Can it be enough to save this 
species from extinction? It certainly 
offers hope, as long as humans con-
tinue to interact meaningfully with 
the natural world, an open question 
in an age when so many youth seem 
lost in a virtual world. 

On a broader scale, policy 
changes could make a difference. 
The widespread adoption of herbi-
cide resistant crops as well as federal 
policies to encourage the production 
of renewable fuels, like ethanol, have 

contributed to a dramatic decline of 
milkweed in agricultural regions. 
Farmers, who used to take advantage 
of programs like the Conservation 
Reserve Program, or CRP, which 
used to provide millions of acres for 
milkweed, have since put those acres 
back into commodity production, 
have eliminated vast amounts of 
monarch habitat.  

The small patches now being 
grown in gardens all across the 
country are making a difference, 
but can they replace the truly vast 
amounts of milkweed lost in recent 
years? It’s not clear, but one thing’s 
for sure: The future of the onarch 
depends on it. 

Correction

In a column last week 
on Lost Lake, it was erro-
neously stated that the 
Winnipeg River flows 

into Lake Manitoba. It, 
of course, flows into Lake 
Winnipeg. The Timberjay 
regrets the error. 

MONARCHS...Continued from page 2B

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
06/26     65     58     0.20    
06/27     78     55     0.00     
06/28     80     58     1.29    
06/29     67     59     0.75    
06/30     81     51     0.16     
07/01     79     51     0.00     
07/02     80     49     0.00    
YTD Total      12.52    

06/26     81     57     0.65    
06/27     77     54     0.00     
06/28     66     59     0.13    
06/29     79     55     0.23    
06/30     79     55     0.52     
07/01     81     57     0.00     
07/02     84     54     0.00                          
YTD Total                 NA    

06/26     63     58     0.14    
06/27     79     56     0.00     
06/28     81     55     0.22    
06/29     67     58     0.33    
06/30     81     56     0.18     
07/01     81     56     0.00     
07/02     80     56     0.00            
YTD Total       8.09          

06/26     63     57     0.17    
06/27     78     56     0.00     
06/28     78     58     0.24    
06/29     78     58     0.99    
06/30     74     57     0.40     
07/01     78     59     0.00     
07/02     79     56     0.00     
YTD Total     11.32     

06/26     65     58     0.92    
06/27     79     63     0.00     
06/28     77     56     0.17    
06/29     67     59     0.84    
06/30     78     49     0.05     
07/01     79     53     0.00     
07/02     80     49     0.00     
YTD Total               10.53    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

74 51 72  50 75  53 71  4870  47

Read It 
HERE



STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 
69VI-PR-23-102

Estate of 
Janice Jeweldene Johnson,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF 
HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on July 24, 2023, 
at 9:30 a.m., a hearing will be 
held in this Court at Virginia, 
Minnesota, for the adjudica-
tion of intestacy and deter-
mination of heirship of the 
Decedent, and for the appoint-
ment of Lynne L. Anderson, 
whose address is 704 4th St 
S, Virginia, MN, 55792 as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent 
in UNSUPERVISED adminis-
tration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper and if no 
objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative 

will be appointed with full 
power to administer the 
Estate, including the power 
to collect all assets, to pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and per-
sonal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the 
Estate are required to pres-
ent the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

BY THE COURT
Michelle Anderson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
Sipila Law Office, LLC
412 1st St. S.
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 024501x
Telephone: (281) 741-5000
FAX: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
June 30 & July 7, 2023
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EMPLOYMENT

Subscribe Today • 218-753-2950
online at timberjay.com

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   
     ($4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
   

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical 
    Nurse (Wage starting at $36.22/hr. 
    $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at   
    $36.22/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant (Wage 
    starting at $17.79/NA certification or 
    EMT required)

Environmental Services
PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) 
Housekeeping and Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

STEGER MUKLUK COMPANY IS 
HIRING FOR THE SUMMER

We are looking for bright motivated 
people to enhance our Sales Team!

Full-time hours, 7 days a week
Apply in person at 100 Miners Drive, Ely

email: office@mukluks.com  tfn

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
 Positions are available in 

Sales and Production
 Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and 

Year-Round positions available       
 Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing 
employees a safe and fun work 

atmosphere  in Ely, MN for 35 years. 

Email officeassist@mukluks.com 
or call 365-6634 to join the team! tfn

Recruiter  
Closes:  07/21/2023

Position Purpose: The Recruiter develops 
and maintains relationships with Bois Forte 
Tribal Government employees by promoting 
employee engagement and developing pro-
grams to ensure that the best possible talent is 
hired and develops and executes an effective 
recruitment plan to include posting and adver-
tising open positions, assessing, pre-screen-
ing and interviewing candidates.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave ● Sick 
leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays ● Flex 
plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD ● Voluntary 

benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/
Published in the Timberjay, June 30, July 7 & 14, 2023

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Administrative Assistant- 
Radio Station
Closes:  07/11/2023

Position Purpose: The Radio Station 
Administrative Assistant will perform front desk 
reception duties for the General Manager and 
other KBFT management staff as assigned. 
Services radio station operations including 
scheduling of contractors, maintaining paper-
work flow, assisting in the communication 
and execution of partner agreements, assist 
with sales order fulfillment, assist with station 
marketing efforts, and external/internal com-
munications. The incumbent serves as admin-
istrative support for staff and provides clerical 
and administrative support by coordinating 
office-related activities to improve the overall 
operations, effectiveness, and efficiency of 
the organization.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave ● 

Sick leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays 
● Flex plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD ● 

Voluntary benefits available by 
payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

NOTICE OF FILING DATES 
FOR ELECTION TO THE 

SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT NO. 707
NETT LAKE

STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period 
for filing affidavits of candidacy for the office of 
school board member of Independent School 
District No. 707 shall begin on August 1, 2023, 
and shall close at 5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 
15, 2023.

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2023. At that election, one mem-
ber will be elected to the School Board to fill 
vacancy of term expiring the first Monday in 
January, 2025.

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the 
school district clerk, Nett Lake School, 13090 
Westley Drive, Nett Lake, MN 55772. The fil-
ing fee for this office is $2.00. A candidate for 
this office must be an eligible voter, must be 
21 years of age or more on assuming office, 
must have been a resident of the school dis-
trict from which the candidate seeks election 
for thirty (30) days before the general election, 
and must have no other affidavit on file for 
any other office at the same primary or next 
ensuing general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the 
office of the school district clerk and the filing 
fee paid prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 
15, 2023.

Dated: June 12, 2023
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
Brian Whiteman, School District Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 7, 2023



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

WANTED 14 to 16 foot 
PONTOON BOAT with motor 
and trailer call John Schuster 
651-644-5607.  7/14

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/2/2023 North



Lot Surveys
Elevation Certificates
Free Estimates

“Your Complete Surveying Solution”

218-391-1028 • 218-485-4811
STRAIGHTLINESURVEYING.COM

Licensed in Minnesota and Wisconsin

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Your All-Season
Project Headquarters

Lumber
Hardware
Tools
Paint
Friendly Service

4
4
4
4

4

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

July Deck Special

8x12  Deck Platform $499.99
16x12 Deck Platform  $999.99

Have A Safe, Happy 4th of July!
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Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

50Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

HOURS: 8-5:30M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Tubs • Showers • Saunas • Tile • Counters • Design Assistance • Do-It-Yourself Ideas

Cabinets • Counters • Flooring • Fixtures • Storewide Displays • Knowledgeable Staff

Kitchen Kitchen && Bath BathKitchen & Bath

FREE
Estimates

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Expires Dec. 31, 2023

Special
ty Carpet 

& Upholstery
Commercial & Residential
• Powerful Truck Mounted System

• Water Damage Specialists

Call for Estimates: Braschko Family
218-365-7672

raymondbraschko@gmail.com
Specialty Carpet Cleaning • Celebrating 35 Years!

&
&

&


