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CITY OF TOWER

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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ELY AMBULANCE

SECRETARY OF STATE VISIT

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

40% OFF in our Outlet Store -- Open 10-6 Mon - Sat, 10 - 5 Sunday

Retail Store Open Daily 6 am to 9 pm
Stop in for Father’s Day: Clothing from SAXX, Kuhl
Patagonia, Cotopaxi. Plus, new Helle 2023 Knives

T

Right:
Secretary of 
State Steve 
Simon (l) was 
on a tour 
of Hibbing 
Taconite on 
Tuesday. He 
met with tribal 
officials and 
union pipefitters 
at Fortune Bay 
Resort Casino 
on Wednesday.

Establishes committee to explore 
possible purchase of county garage

See...COUNCIL pg. 9

Top: Kids dance gleefully in the overspray 
from Friday’s firefighters challenge.

Above: The AAD Shrine Drum and Bugle 
Corp from Hermantown strikes up a tune.

Below: Kids scramble for goodies during 
the Timber Days parade.

Council dubious 
of Greenwood 
request for RFP

See...AMBULANCE pg. 9

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

See...VISITORS CENTER pg. 10

TIMBER DAYS A HIT

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

SUMMER FUN

COOK- The annual 
Cook’s Timber Days festival 
last weekend was a winner all 
around, with favorable weather, 
attractions new and old, and 
good-sized crowds across all 
three days of the event.

The only significant glitch 
in the weather came Friday 
evening when a torrential 
thunderstorm blew through, 
causing attendees to scurry for 
cover and vendors to batten 
down the hatches. The storm 
delayed but did not deter the 
Vergie Hegg Hospice Partners 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...TIMBER pg. 10

TOWER— City officials here reacted 
mostly with a shrug to a letter from 
Greenwood Township rejecting participation 
in a joint powers board that would oversee 
the operations of the Tower Area Ambulance 
Service. The council showed little enthusiasm 
for a request by Greenwood officials that the 
city solicit a private ambulance provider. 

The ambulance issues were among a 
long list of items on the agenda for the Tower 
City Council’s regular monthly meeting, held 
Monday.

The city’s ambulance service has been 
facing financial challenges ever since con-
verting to a costly paid on-call service in 
2018, and the city has been subsidizing the 
service in recent years to help it meet its high 

AT THE BORDER

Crane Lake OKs 
bid for new park 
visitors center

CRANE LAKE- With contractors in 
place, the long-held dream of a Voyageurs 
National Park visitor center and campground 
for Crane Lake is well down the path toward 
becoming reality.

The Crane Lake Township board 
reviewed construction bids at its May 9 
meeting and selected Max Gray Construction, 
with a bid of $2.978 million, as the primary 
contractor for the 7,000-square-foot visitor 
center. Casper Construction was awarded 
the base campground/RV park bid for $2.102 
million. Action on bids for additional alternate 
options totaling $479,318 was held pending 
a determination of additional funding for 
the options.

When Voyageurs National Park was 
established in 1975, the park was sup-

ELY- The four person Ely 
Area Ambulance Joint Powers 
Board (EAAJPB) met on June 12 
without resolving any of a host 
of outstanding issues. 

That includes a substantial 
budget shortfall for renovations 
and new construction at the 
planned ambulance quarters. 
Engineers TKDA submitted 
its report on the estimated 
costs for the work, which came 
in at $793,540, well above 
the $650,000 allocated for the 
project.

Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski commented that the 
EAAJPB and the ambulance 
service had to “either reduce the 
scope or put more money in,” to 
fund the project.

In the subsequent discussion, 
ambulance service board chair 
Chuck Novak noted that the 
service’s “revenues are up 120 
percent but expenses are up 220 
percent between 2010 and the 
present.”

The EAAJPB discussed dif-
ferent ways to increase revenues 
and funding but took no action at 
the meeting. The board members 
voted to allocate $300,000 for the 
renovation and $350,000 for the 
new construction, acknowledg-
ing that those funds likely won’t 
be enough.
Rift with hospital 

The meeting started with 
one change which received no 
discussion or mention: Fall 
Lake Supervisor Rod Gruba, the 
EAAJPB representative for Fall 
Lake Township, was replaced by 
Fall Lake Supervisor Eric Hart. 
Though no mention was made at 
the EAAJPB meeting, Gruba had 
announced he would step down 
at the June 6 Fall Lake Township 
meeting, citing concerns that his 
membership on both the EAAJPB 
and the Ely Area Ambulance 

Joint powers 
board resolves 
little in latest 
meeting

Simon has full agenda on Iron Range visit

R E G I O N A L — 
Secretary of State Steve 
Simon had a busy agenda 
during a trip to both ends of 
the Iron Range this week and 
he had a lot to talk about with 
local political and business 
leaders. 

While other major issues 
dominated the news coverage 
during the recently com-

pleted legislative session, 
lawmakers also approved 
some of the most significant 
changes in decades to the 
state’s election laws and 
Simon was excited to talk 
about them.

“It was a once-in-a-gen-
eration session for democracy 
reform,” said Simon during 
a Tuesday phone interview 
with the Timberjay. Simon 
rarely misses an opportunity 
to tout Minnesota’s status as 

the state with the nation’s 
highest voter turnout elec-
tion after election and he 
said many of the changes 
enacted this session will 
help to continue that strong 
performance.

Some of the changes 
include an update to the 
state’s so-called motor-voter 
law, which will now automat-
ically register new drivers to 
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Ely Ladies of Kaleva to meet Tuesday, June 20
ELY- Anyone interested in Finnish heritage is 

invited to join the Ely Ladies of Kaleva for their meet-
ing on Tuesday, June 20 beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Grand Ely Lodge. Lunch is on your own. 

Hanna Erpestad will present this month’s pro-
gram. Erpestad will speak on factors which she be-
lieves makes Finland the happiest country for the last 
six years.   Hanna Erpestad is a native of Finland and 
a lifelong Finnish citizen. Recently, she also became a 
U.S. citizen. Hanna served Lake Superior College in 
Duluth for 24 years as an English faculty member and 
Dean of Liberal Arts & Sciences. She has been active 
in the Finnish-American community as a Finnish lan-
guage instructor and translator, as well as the found-
ing president of the Finlandia Foundation Northland 
chapter. As a recent retiree, Hanna travels to Finland 
2-3 times a year for extended periods of time. 

EHST to host "Best of the Fest" June 18-21
ELY- Ely’s Historic State Theater will be host-

ing a series of screenings entitled “Best of the Fest” 
on June 18, 19, and 21. The reprise screening series 
follows the successful first-ever End of the Road Film 
Festival held last February. For those who may have 
missed out on attending the film festival, the "Best of 
the Fest" is a chance to catch some of the crowd-fa-
vorite films on the big screen.

Ely’s Historic State Theater will show a total of 
seven screenings over the course of the three days. 
Tickets cost $5 apiece or passes to all seven films are 
available for $25. All screenings will take place in the 
smaller, 50-seat Greenstone Cinema, so those interest-
ed in attending should get tickets before they sell out. 

The screenings will include six of the award-win-
ning feature films shown at the End of the Road Film 
Festival plus a short film block called “Best of Shorts” 
which includes the six award-winning short films 
from the festival.

Several high school students receive 
scholarships from Lake Country Power 

 COHASSET – Lake Country Power is pleased 
to announce 36 local high school seniors from 29 
different schools have been awarded the Lake Coun-
try Power 2023 Les Beach Memorial Scholarship. 
The Les Beach Memorial Scholarship honors a former 
co-op employee and recognizes student commitment 
and contribution to local communities.  

The $4,000 scholarships, issued at $1,000 per 
year for four years, were awarded to the following 
students in the readership area: Rachel Coughlin: Ely 
Memorial High School ; Kohen Briggs and Hannah 
Kinsey: North Woods School; Jacob Mackai: North-
east Range School 

The Les Beach Memorial Scholarship is available 
to local students from more than 35 area high schools. 
Qualified students must be co-op members through 
their parents or legal guardians who receive electric 
services from Lake Country Power.  The web-based 
application process for high school seniors will open 
this winter when qualifying high school seniors may 
apply for next year’s scholarships. The online applica-
tion will be available from the cooperative’s website 
at www.lakecountrypower.coop. 

READ
the Timberjay!

Appointments available
June 20, 2023

COOK - The Minnesota Farm-
ers Union (MFU) is seeking input 
from local communities about how 
to best address the effects of glob-
al warming on our lands and ag-
riculture practices.  To hear area 
residents’ ideas and concerns, the 
Farmers Union is sponsoring a 
"Conversation about Climate and 
Agriculture" on Tuesday, June 20, 
from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Cook Com-
munity Center.

The public is invited, including 
people engaged in agriculture, those 
interested in how land use affects our 
ability to adapt to climate change, 
and anyone who is concerned about 
how to move forward in a warming 
world. Light appetizers and refresh-
ments will be offered at 6 p.m. 

Melissa Bakker Roach of Bear 
River, President of the St. Lou-
is County Farmers Union, which 
is co-sponsoring the session, said, 
“The Minnesota Farmers Union 
is the leading voice of agriculture 
in Minnesota, and we take climate 
change very seriously. That’s why 
we are excited about this program 
to draw attention to northeastern 
Minnesota as well as the statewide 
impacts of climate change.”

Panelist Ariel Kagan, Director 
of MFU’s Climate and Working 
Lands Program, said Farmers Union 
members identified climate change 
at their last convention as a “special 
order of business.” 

“Policy makers, businesses, and 
the public are looking to agriculture 
for effective strategies to make our 
landscapes more resilient,” Kagan 
said. 

Kagan, who has a master’s in 
agricultural economics from the 
University of British Columbia, 
will review some of the recent his-
toric investments being made by 
state, federal, and private sectors to-
ward climate-smart agriculture, soil 
health, renewable energy, and more. 

“Agricultural practices can ad-
dress issues such as uses of fertilizer, 
nutrient management, and reduction 
or sequestration of carbon dioxide,” 
Kagan said. “We want to find out 
what works locally and what farm-
ers think is the most important.”

Kagan will also talk about pilot 
grants that are available to farmer 
cooperatives to engage in conser-
vation agriculture practices to help 
make the transition to regenerative 
agriculture. 

Also presenting at Tuesday’s 
listening session in Cook will be 
Troy Salzer, a St. Louis County Lo-
cal Extension Educator whose work 
focuses on agriculture and natural 
resources. Salzer grew up on a farm 
in Barnum and has a master’s in an-
imal science from the University of 
Minnesota.

According to Salzer, the Ex-
tension Service focuses on climate 
change not just as involving farm-

ing and gardening but rather as the 
changing environment affects the 
people in northeastern Minnesota. 

Since we’re seeing increas-
ing episodes of extreme heat and 
extreme rainfall, Salzer said, “We 
need to look at how do we brace 
ourselves, based on current and 
historical data, to set ourselves to 
dramatic storm events—how do we 
capture and retain moisture, what 
techniques are needed to prepare 
our system?”

Salzer said his agency is doing 
research on soil health, forage pro-
duction, the use of cover crops, de-
layed planting, ways to add organic 
matter to soil and prevent excessive 
run-off, and more. They are also 
looking at pasture renovation and 
cropland management, exploring 
what species are best adapted to the 
new climate and northeastern Min-
nesota growing conditions, includ-
ing inter-seeding, no-till drilling, 
and planting crops (such as radish-
es) that can improve water infiltra-
tion. 

The Northern St. Louis County 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (SWCD) is another cooperator 
in the MFU project and a presenter 
at Tuesday’s listening session. 

Becca Reiss, SWCD Communi-
ty Conservationist, said she will be 
most interested in hearing people’s 
stories at the June 20 listening ses-
sion. Reiss, whose background is in 
fisheries and wildlife conservation 
biology, does outreach and educa-
tion about water and water plan-
ning in the area and will talk about 

current water quantity and quality 
issues affecting northern St. Louis 
County. 

According to Reiss, watershed 
planning for SWCD involves look-
ing at soil conditions and practices 
to reduce erosion and run-off into 
river systems.

“We are not a regulatory agen-
cy,” Reiss said, “But we engage 
landowners to do what’s good for 
the land and what will help protect 
the soil.”

The SWCD can help landown-
ers to receive water quality certifica-
tion that gives them access to funds 
for doing best management practic-
es, said Reiss. SWCD does site vis-
its and provides technical support 
for that program.

The MFU is holding similar 
listening sessions around the state, 
including in the Twin Cities, Thief 
River Falls, Saginaw in St. Louis 
County, and Fillmore County. The 
Cook session is also co-sponsored 
by the Iron Range Partnership for 
Sustainability and Northern Pro-
gressives. For more information, 
contact Missy Bakker Roach at 218-
969-6872 or bearriverroach@gmail.
com. 

Minnesota Farmers Union seeks local 
input on addressing climate change 

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Troll Our Way...

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

Fishing get-away comfort!
Reserve on our website:

vermilionparkinn.com

Includes
continental breakfast!

• Cozy Rooms
• Historic Site! 

 

Above: St. Louis 
County Extension 
Educator, Troy Salzer, is 
one of the 
presenters at the 
June 20"Conversation 
about Climate and 
Agriculture" event in 
Cook.

Right: Panelist Ariel 
Kagan, will talk about 
pilot grants available to 
farmer cooperatives.



GREENWOOD

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia
WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

VIRGINIA 2 BR, 1 BA, 2-stall detached garage. 
Updates include newer kitchen, updated electrical, 
newer hot water boiler, newer shingle roof, newer 
windows. MLS#145158   $117,500 

EMBARRASS 2 BR log cabin with an open layout 
on 120 acres. Secluded w/ state land on multiple 
sides. Trails throughout property and close to 
ATV/snowmobile trails. MLS#145184   $345,000

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Elbow Lake-$158,500  3.8 acre surveyed wooded lot 
on Elbow Lake. The property has towering pines with 
an elevated view of your very own 530 ft east facing 
shoreline in a protected bay. MLS#144979
Littlefork-$199,900 3 BR, 2 BA home with walkout 
basement and 2-stall detached garage. Finished on 
both floors for a total of 2,160 sq ft. Basement has 
second kitchen, laundry, family room and bonus room. 
All this sits on 15 acres with 1,600 ft of Little Fork River 
frontage. MLS#145182,
Crane Lake-$115,000  This 10.6-acre boat-access 
property with 400+ ft of gradual sloping shoreline is 
located on Rollick Creek (Snake Creek) just off Crane 
Lake. MLS#144768
Pelican Lake, Orr-$75,000  11.6 acres with driveway, 
camper, electric, dock and 1/26 shared ownership (out-
lot A) with access to Pelican Lake. Nice rolling, wooded 
elevation.MLS#145053
Buyck-$40,000  40 acres on the Shuster Rd. Nice
rolling elevation on south part of property. MLS#143084

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!
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Greenwood road repairs on the agenda

Range Mental Health Center ups its game

GREENWOOD TWP- The 
poor condition of Birch Point 
Extension was the focus of dis-
cussion at Tuesday’s town board 
meeting.

While Birch Point Road is 
a county road, the last 1.8 miles 
(Twp 4136) was originally a 
private road. Yet, after years of 
snowplowing paid by the town-
ship, it inadvertently became 
a township responsibility, an 
outcome that contradicted the 
original intentions of township 
residents to avoid responsibility 
for any roads.

At last month’s meeting the 
board discussed a letter from St. 
Louis County, which stated they 
would no longer be able to plow 
the road for the township, due to 
the poor condition of the black-
top. The road is also narrow and 
rocky and has plentiful potholes 
which are large enough to be a 
traffic hazard.

Nancy and Charlie Eich-
holz, who live on the road, 
spoke on behalf of a group of 
neighbors.

“The immediate need is to 
have the potholes repaired,” 
Nancy told the board. “This 
should be an ongoing annual 
repair.”

Eichholz suggested the 
board set up a committee of 
township officials and road resi-
dents to develop a plan to repair 

and/or resurface the road and 
identify funding sources.

“We recognize this could 
take several years,” she said.

Under state law, town-
ships are responsible for keep-
ing township roads repaired 
and plowed, she reminded the 
board, reading from materials 
from the Minnesota Association 
of Townships handbook.

“Maintaining the road is a 
statutory duty,” Nancy said.

When it was time for the 
board to discuss the issue, 
Chairman John Bassing stepped 
away from the discussion, cit-
ing his conflict of interest since 
he has property on the road 
in question. Supervisor Barb 
Lofquist, who also has an own-
ership interest in property on the 
road, also stepped away from 
the discussion, but first wanted 
to add a few comments about 
the history of how the township 
became responsible for that sec-
tion of road. 

“I will shush now,” she said.
Vice-Chair Sue Drobac 

gave an overview of the histo-
ry of the road, how it was paved 
with private funds from resi-
dents. The first phase was done 
at a cost of $300 per parcel, but 
the cost of blacktop had more 
than doubled by the time the 
end of the road was paved, and 
at that time the cost was $700 
per parcel, and the thickness of 
blacktop was reduced.

The town board has pre-

viously looked into the cost of 
replacing the blacktop and the 
costs were prohibitively high. A 
previous grant request from the 
township for funding to pave the 
road was unsuccessful.

Drobac said the township 
is not required keep the road’s 
blacktop surface, and that is one 
option would be to remove the 
blacktop and revert to a gravel 
surface.

In previous years the town-
ship has paid St. Louis County 
to repair potholes, but the coun-
ty no longer provides that ser-
vice.

Supervisor Paul Skubic said 
he will get some quotes from 
contractors that provide cold-
patch blacktop repair.

Spending township funds 
on the single township road has 
been controversial, especially 
for those living on other private 
township roads that have to self-
fund for maintenance and plow-
ing.

“I don’t know how it be-
came a township road and oth-
ers didn’t,” said Skubic. “But 
like it or not, we have to main-
tain it safely. It’s our road and 
we have to fix it.”

Lee Peterson, who lives on 
Isles of Pines, which is private-
ly maintained, said he believes 
the costs for maintaining Birch 
Point Extension needs to be as-
sessed to those property owners.

“If you don’t do that,” he 
said, “all the other private roads 

are going to be asking, too. It’s 
an issue of fairness.”

“I know people who don’t 
live there don’t want to pay for 
it,” Skubic said. “But it is our re-
sponsibility.”

Finding a private party to 
plow the road this winter may 
also be a problem, because it 
will require a larger plow. The 
township had provided St. Lou-
is County with a hold-harmless 
agreement this past year, so that 
any damage to the road would 
not be considered the county’s 
fault. The county has said they 
would want to see the road 
widened, as well as meet oth-
er county road specifications, 
before providing maintenance 
again. 

Fire Chief Jeff Maus also 
noted that the road is hazard-
ous for some of the emergency 
equipment since it is so narrow. 
The township has paid to re-
move brush from the roadside in 
previous years.

The board tabled any fur-
ther action on the issue and will 
revisit it at the July meeting.

Fire department
Maus told the board that 

the township’s First Respond-
ers had received training on 
administering medication such 
as aspirin, glucagon, epi-pens, 
and naloxone. Fire department 
members also attended a train-
ing in Tower on vehicle extrica-

tion and brought their trucks to 
a Big Truck Night event at Bois 
Forte.

He estimated the township 
had spent about $18,000 on 
maintenance and repairs on de-
partment equipment last year. 
He said the department will 
need to replace the standpipes 
on fire boat number one next 
year, which may cost around 
$5,000. He said they are looking 
at bringing in a repair person 
from the boat’s manufacturer 
to do an in-person inspection of 
the now 15-year-old craft, and 
also to do additional training 
for department members on the 
boat’s operation. They also will 
need to replace the cistern in the 
fire hall, which is used to fill 
the tanker. The current cistern 
has several leaks and is in poor 
condition. When they used it to 
fill the tanker last week, another 
piece of equipment bumped into 
the cistern and made a new hole, 
which has been patched, but 
other leaks are not repairable. 
“That tank has serious acne and 
needs to be changed,” said Rick 
Stoehr. A new plastic 4,000-gal-
lon tank will cost around $5,000 
plus shipping.

Maus asked for board ap-
proval to place additional fire 
number signage in areas where 
fire numbers are not numbered 
consecutively to help emergen-

REGIONAL- Range Men-
tal Health Center (RMHC), a 
nonprofit that has been serving 
the region for over sixty years, 
recently gained recognition as 
a Certified Community Behav-
ioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Humans Services. 

Led by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration (SAM-
HSA), CCBHCs were created 
to transform mental health and 
substance use treatment across 
the country and provide sustain-
able funding for robust commu-
nity outpatient mental health 
treatment.

“It’s doing what we are al-
ready doing, but doing it better, 
while serving even more indi-
viduals,” said RMHC CEO An-

nmarie Florest.
CCBHCs are required to 

meet rigorous federal standards 
for the range of services that 
they provide, and they are re-
quired to get people into care 
quickly. CCBHCs must see peo-
ple in crisis immediately and 
provide routine outpatient care 
within 10 business days after an 
initial contact to prevent people 
from languishing on waiting 
lists.  

“CCBHCs are transforming 
behavioral health systems in this 
country, and we know that the 
model of care works,” Miriam 
Delphin-Rittmon, Ph.D., HHS 
Assistant Secretary for Mental 
Health and Substance Use and 
the leader of SAMHSA, was 
quoted in a recent press release. 

“Data shows in the first 

six months of receiving care, 
CCBHCs decrease homeless-
ness, decrease the amount of 
time spent in correctional facil-
ities, decrease the time spent in 
emergency rooms for behavioral 
health issues, decrease inpatient 
hospitalization for mental health 
treatment and decrease the use 
of illegal substances.”

RMHC’s shift to the new 
CCBHC model of care is “bet-
ter” for the people we serve and 
the community in several ways. 
Most notable is timelier access 
to services. 

“CCBHC standards have 
strict timeline requirements 
to ensure timely access. This 
means no more waiting lists,” 

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

See  ROADS...pg. 5

Range Mental Health Center (RMHC) Outpatient 
Therapists Jared Sabin, right, and Duane Dale discuss 
new processes and procedures as a result of the recent 
change in status for RMHC to a Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinic at the Gov. Rudy Perpich 
Building in Hibbing. submitted photo See  RMHC...pg. 5



Men are struggling 
in America

Among men with only a 
high-school education, one in 
three is out of the labor force.

For those who have a job, 
typical earnings are $881 a 
week, down from $1,017 in 
1979, adjusting for inflation.

The marriage rate of men 
ages 40 to 44 with a high-
school education or less has 
dropped by 20 percentage 
points over the past 40 years 
(versus 6 percentage points for 
those with a four-year college 
degree).  One in five fathers 
lives apart from his children, 
and these fathers are dispro-
portionately less educated.  
Rates of “death of despair” 
from suicide, alcohol, or an 
overdose are almost three 
times higher among men than 
women.

I would recommend read-
ing “Of Boys and Men: Why 
the Modern Male Is Strug-
gling,” published in the Atlan-
tic Magazine, October 2022, 
and written by Richard V. 
Reeves, a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.

This article advocates 
starting boys in school a year 
later than girls in order to give 
them an equal chance at suc-
ceeding.

Dave Porter
Minneapolis

More smoke in the 
air, and not all from 
Canada

For all the profound con-
cern voiced by Congressman 

Pete Stauber about our na-
tion’s debt it was telling that 
our congressman voted to 
actually increase the debt by 
voting to cut funding for the 
Internal Revenue Service. The 
non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimated the 
IRS cuts will increase the defi-
cit by $19 billion over the next 
decade because it will depress 
revenue collections by $40.4 
billion. These funds were 
targeted to hire more I.R.S. 
agents to go after wealthy tax 
cheats as well as hiring service 
personnel to answer taxpayer 
questions and process returns 
quicker. So, it is quite clear 
the smoke in our area isn’t all 
from the fires in Canada.

George Pliml
Cook

Cancel culture has 
its place

I have a hard time keep-
ing up with social media and 
the news outlets, etc. in deter-
mining what the latest terms 
like “woke” mean. However, 
I think I have mastered what 
“cancel culture” means in my 
personal experience:

   1) Our country canceled 
the British monarchy in the 
1700s and declared ourselves 
a free and independent nation.  

   2) We canceled slavery 
during a vicious civil war. 
Unfortunately, however, there 
are lingering legacies thereof 
that cling to our modern way 
of life.

   3) We canceled male-on-
ly voting.

   4) Under Teddy Roos-
evelt, we canceled trusts and 

collusion in business. Mostly. 
   5) We tried to cancel 

booze, but not too success-
fully. While some lament the 
legalization of cannabis, alco-
hol has been and remains the 
most abused and crime-caus-
ing drug in our country. Not to 
mention cirrhosis of the liver.

   6) We made a valiant 
attempt to cancel pollution of 
air, water, and soil. However, 
whether it be PFCs or mer-
cury, some laws are just not 
enforced. Mercury is emitted 
from the furnaces of one of 
the major employers of our 
region, and the same indus-
try leaks sulfates into waters 
where that same mercury is 
transformed into methylmer-
cury, a dangerous and very ab-
sorbable form of heavy metal. 
In the meantime, we the peo-
ple have to fund the mandate 
of mercury mitigation by pay-
ing higher water and sewer 
rates.

   I would like to see the 
increased charges for my util-
ity bill get canceled and in-
stead see the authorities hold 
the corporations responsible 
for their large pollution emis-
sions. 

Mark Roalson
Hoyt Lakes

Is this what we were fanta-
sizing about on a brutal 30 be-
low night? As we damned the ice 
dams causing a rain 
forest in the kitchen, 
were we dreaming 
of participating in 
an involuntary blood 
drive, nourishing the 
ticks, mosquitoes, 
and blackflies? How 
is it that our selective 
memories muffle the 
pain of 40 blackfly 
bites and the inex-
pressible aggravation 
of that ONE mosqui-

to flying around our head just 
as we’re falling off to sleep. 
Prisoners have been tortured 

with less effective 
means.

 B i g 
things have been 
happening in the 
world what with 
Trump being in-
dicted, the Polymet 
mine (now New 
Range Copper) 
wetlands permit 
canceled by the 
Army Corps of 
Engineers, anoth-

er motley crew of Republicans 
jostling for places in the race 
for president, lead is found in 
the drinking water in some Ely 
homes, and many local citizens 
responded to the cattle call for 
extras in a film being shot in 
town. But I was aware of these 
events only as quiet whispers 
of distant rumors, drowned 
out by the buzzing, chomping, 
and sucking of my blood. How 
could I delude myself with the 
thought, “I won’t be outside 
very long,” leaving the Deet-free 
bug stuff tucked in my closet?  
Blackflies have a finely tuned 

radar that detects my presence 
within moments of my stepping 
out the door and with the accu-
racy of heat-seeking missiles are 
quickly dining on my head and 
neck while their brethren mos-
quitoes chew up the rest of my 
body.  

 I realized I knew very 
little about these pests that are so 
prevalent in our lives, so I was 
determined to learn more and 
pass it along. I found out we do 
not really have bragging rights 
about our mosquito population. 
We’re not even in the top ten, 
which includes Florida, Tex-

as, Louisiana, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Alabama, South Da-
kota, Oklahoma, Montana, and 
Virginia. On top of that, Maine 
has forty species of blackflies, 
and Minnesota only has thirty.  
We don’t even have moaning 
rights for the most ticks, which 
goes to the Northeastern states, 
or blackflies, which goes to 
Maine. New Hampshire wins 
the honors for the most bug-free 
state. However, there are six 
Minnesota state parks with few 
mosquitos; heading up the list 
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 Editorial

The GOP deifies the most 
dishonest man in America

What ever happened to the 
Republican Party? In the wake 
of the 37-count indictment of 
former President Donald Trump 
for violations of the Espionage 
Act, false statements to federal 
law enforcement officials, ob-
struction of justice, and more, 
one might reasonably expect 
that a party that used to tout 
its passion for law and order 
could, at least for a moment, 
refrain from deifying a former 
President who spent more than 
a year playing shell games with 
the National Archives and the 
FBI. 

The behavior outlined by 
Special Prosecutor Jack Smith 
would be shocking if it was 
still possible to be shocked by 
anything Donald Trump does. 
As documented in the indict-
ment, which is based in many 
cases on Trump’s own record-
ed words, text messages from 
aides, testimony from his own 
lawyers, security video, and 
photographs, Trump was fully 
aware that he took hundreds of 
classified documents when he 
left the White House. He stored 
them haphazardly in unlocked 
locations at Mar-a-Lago, a 
club that often hosts hundreds 
of people at a time. More than 
once, Trump, showed the docu-
ments to others, none of whom 
had the security clearances 
necessary. And when federal 
officials requested more than 
once that Trump return the doc-
uments, he repeatedly directed 
aides to move the documents 
to conceal them, even from his 
own attorneys. He subsequent-
ly directed his attorneys to sign 
a statement that all the docu-
ments had been returned when 
Trump plainly knew that state-
ment was false. 

Republicans responded in 
kind, with lies of their own, 
suggesting that Trump was be-
ing singled out for prosecution 
for political purposes. Every 
single Republican politician 
making that claim knows it is 
false. 

Republicans have tried to 
equate Trump’s actions with 
those of Hillary Clinton, Joe 
Biden, and Mike Pence, who 
all experienced their own trou-
bles surrounding classified 
documents. That’s nonsense. In 
none of these instances have in-
vestigators found evidence that 
any of those three individuals 
intentionally possessed classi-
fied records, nor that they tried 
to hide them from investiga-
tors, as Trump repeatedly did. 
Had Trump acted like these 
other individuals, and gave the 
classified records back when 
requested, he would almost 
certainly face no charges in the 
matter. And every single Re-
publican currently complaining 
about a so-called double stan-
dard knows this for a fact.

It was Trump’s repeated re-
fusal to hand over government 
documents in his possession 
that prompted the National Ar-
chives to subpoena the records. 
It was only when Trump misled 
everyone by claiming he had 
surrendered all the materials in 
response to that subpoena, that 
the FBI executed a search war-
rant to recover the rest. Trump 
is facing indictment because he 
repeatedly lied in an effort to 
retain government documents 
he had no right to possess. And 
many of these were incredibly 
sensitive documents, including 
war plans, U.S. nuclear secrets, 
and identified vulnerabilities of 
the U.S. military and that of our 
allies. And Trump gave Mar-a-
Lago maintenance staff and, in 
many cases, guests access to 
all of it. It would be a miracle 
if the Russians and the Chinese 
didn’t end up with copies of 
most of it.

For Trump and his GOP 
minions to play the victim card, 
or suggest some kind of double 
standard is astonishing in its 
hypocrisy and dishonesty.

Other Americans are rot-
ting in prison for violations 
regarding classified documents 
that pale in comparison to the 
actions undertaken by Don-
ald Trump, yet Trump is being 
picked on? Please.

Trump has violated his 
oath of office and he has done 
so repeatedly. Those who de-
fend him, and still support him, 
have no business claiming any 
fealty to the law nor the U.S. 
Constitution.

A party that backs Trump is 
no longer a party of law and or-
der. It’s a party of privilege for 
the wealthy and famous, where 
there are no consequences for 
any action, no matter how egre-
gious. 

What’s more, Trump will 
have the opportunity to defend 
himself in a Florida courtroom 
overseen by one of his own 
handpicked judges who has 
already shown herself willing 
to exceed her authority to ben-
efit Trump. And Trump’s legal 
team will no doubt attempt to 
undermine the legal system yet 
again by attempting to solicit 
jury nullification since it’s vir-
tually hopeless in the face of 
the evidence to argue Trump’s 
actual innocence. In every way, 
Trump and his GOP allies are 
willing to trash every Ameri-
can institution in their defense 
of a man who believes the law 
simply doesn’t apply to him. 
No wonder so many people of 
integrity have left the Repub-
lican Party. It’s become a cult 
to a debased human being who 
has no business running for any 
office, least of all President of 
the United States.

The cult of lying

BETTY
FIRTH

Letters from Readers

See  BUGS..pg. 5

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO 
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
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Who’s bugging you recently?

Your letters
The Timberjay en-

courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300 
words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.
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Commentary

is Whitewater State Park, 
which features cold, run-
ning water, not hospitable 
for mosquitoes.

 If you think the 
bugs are picking on you 
in particular, you may be 
right. Mosquitoes favor 
some people over oth-
ers and can pick out their 
prey from up to 160 feet 
away. They can detect 
carbon dioxide, so people 
who breathe heavily get 
their attention as do folks 
with a lot of skin bacteria 
and high body heat. They 
also prefer type O blood, 
pregnant women, and beer 
drinkers. They are attract-
ed to dark clothing and 
movement, so they love it 
when you’re gardening or 
playing in your back yard. 
Mosquitoes don’t like cer-
tain scents, so consider us-
ing candles, essential oils, 
lotions, or diffusers with 
cinnamon, pine oil, pep-
permint, cloves, eucalyp-
tus, grapefruit, lavender, 
catnip, marigolds, or cit-
ronella (made from lem-
ongrass.) Cedar oil, neem 
oil, and lavender are dead-
ly to ticks while many oth-
ers are deterrents, includ-
ing peppermint, citronella, 
basil, thyme, and tea tree 
oil. 

 What good are 
these insects anyway? 
Mosquitoes are important 
pollinators because their 
primary food source is 

nectar, not blood, but few 
plants depend exclusively 
on mosquitos for pollina-
tion. The males feed only 
on flower nectar and do 
not bite humans. The fe-
males only seek out blood 
when they are laying eggs 
and needs protein. They 
are not considered a key-
stone species in any hab-
itat, meaning the ecosys-
tem would not collapse if 
they were all exterminat-
ed, but there could be rip-
ple effects throughout the 
food chain, affecting other 
species. They are also a 
vital source of sustenance 
for birds, especially purple 
martins, swallows, water-
fowl (geese, terns, ducks) 
and migratory songbirds. 
Goldfish, guppies, bass, 
bluegill, catfish, mosqui-
to fish, and turtles prey 
on mosquito larvae. In-
sects that enjoy a tasty 
mosquito snack are drag-
onflies, damselflies, spi-
ders, and predacious mos-
quitoes.

 Mosquitoes do 
transmit serious diseases, 
including malaria, dengue 
fever, and the Zika virus. 
Malaria alone affects over 
246 million people an-
nually, with a death toll 
of one million. Their ex-
tinction would relieve the 
costs and stresses of pre-
vention, illness, and treat-
ment.

 It’s hard to find 

anything to love about the 
blackflies. When I moved 
to Ely, my first encoun-
ter with “those annoying 
gnats” left me with blood 
running down my head 
and large, itchy welts. The 
description of their bites, 
using their mouthparts 
like scissors to cut into 
skin and lap up the blood 
was revolting, and I won-
dered if I’d make a mis-
take moving here. Beyond 
the bleeding, itching, and 
inflammation, the flies can 
get into noses, ears and 
mouths, causing more dis-
comfort, and allergic reac-
tions can be life-threaten-
ing. How was I to survive 
these mini-beasts? I was 
assured that the flies pol-
linated the blueberries 
and would be gone later 
in July, so for years I cut 
them a lot of slack based 
on that information. It 
turns that bees deserve 
that credit.

 The female black-
fly has to suck blood from 
an animal or human prey 
to complete the reproduc-
tion cycle, and they can 
fly ten miles to find their 
victims. Females prefer 
to lay their eggs in clean 
running water, and the lar-
vae anchors themselves to 
underwater objects. The 
adult blackflies provide 
nutrition for bats, birds, 
and the larvae feeds many 
aquatic critters. Also, the 

larvae uses two fan-like 
structures from its mouth 
that filter edibles from the 
current including very fine 
detritus, algae and bac-
teria, helping to keep our 
streams clean and healthy. 
We may bemoan a healthy 
blackfly population, but it 
means our streams are in 
good condition.

 What about the 
ticks? Do they have re-
deeming qualities? They 
take nourishment from 
the blood of larger host 
animals on the food chain 
and transferring it down 
to lesser organisms with 
chickens, turkeys, grouse, 
frogs, lizards, and squir-
rels enjoying the feast. 
Who eats the most ticks? 
Further south in Minneso-
ta, opossums do, but their 
tender ears, noses, and 
tails can’t take our deep 
cold.

 A last bit of good 
news: there are many 
types of flies we do not 
have here, at least that 
I’m aware.  We are not 
blessed with yellow flies, 
biting midges, snipe flies, 
stable flies, and sand flies, 
although some people 
mistakenly refer to black-
flies as sand flies. We also 
get to enjoy the exquisite 
pleasure of those bug-free 
days in early spring, fall, 
and the depth of winter.

cy responders. He noted 
a recent ambulance call 
where the ambulance was 
not able to quickly locate 
a residence, even after 
being given GPS coor-
dinates. Signs would be 
placed at certain intersec-
tions to show which fire 
numbers are located in 
each direction. The town-
ship already has some of 
the supplies needed. The 
board authorized spend-
ing up to $1,000 for these 
new signs.

Maus also asked resi-
dents to help out by brush-
ing alongside their prop-
erty lines, and to make 
sure their fire numbers 
are visible and readable. 
New fire number signs are 
available at the town hall.

Other business
In other business, the 

board:
 Heard from Lee 

Peterson who wanted 
the township to consider 
letting St. Louis County 
manage the Isle of Pines 
Bridge Fund. The bridge 
itself was paid for by a fed-
eral grant, but island resi-
dents paid about $150,000 
for the engineering, demo-
lition of the old bridge, and 
the road work required, 
along with putting money 
aside for future repairs. 
“That money came from 
the island residents,” he 
said. “I get tired of people 
thinking the township paid 
for it.”

 Received one quote 

for lawn mowing services 
from A-Z Lawn Service. 
The quote was for a one-
time initial mow and trim 
for $250, and then a firm 
quote would be given for 
future work. The board ac-
cepted the quote, pending 
proof of insurance.

 Heard the new GPS 
units were installed in both 
of the main fireboats and 
are ready for use.

 Approved a reso-
lution to pay Supervisor 
Rick Stoehr for time spent 
mowing for the township 
while the township looked 
for a new lawn care pro-
vider, at $25/hour, noting 
this was lower than other 
options.

 Heard an update 
on the broadband project. 

The township is working 
with the contractor hired 
by Bois Forte to see if ad-
ditional areas of the town-
ship can be added to the 
project, and what the costs 
for each of the five iden-
tified areas will be. Bass-
ing noted that residents in 
these areas, such as Isle of 
Pines, the Dells, Hinsdale 
Island, and Stony Ridge 
should go to the CTC web-
site and fill out a survey in-
dicating their interest. Go 
to www.goctc.com/con-
struction/ and scroll down 
to the bottom of the page 
to enter your information.

 Heard a request 
from Lee Peterson to 
withdraw from the Lake 
Vermilion Trail joint 
powers committee. The 

township has been paying 
$750 a year to be part of 
the group. Peterson said 
the likelihood of any new 
trail being built in Green-
wood as part of this proj-
ect is very low. He noted 
the cost per mile estimates 
for the project have sky-
rocketed since the initial 
estimates of $225,000 per 
mile. Bassing, who was 
recently appointed to that 
board, said he wants to 
attend some meetings first 
to see where the project is 
headed before making any 
decision.

“I don’t believe wait-
ing will help,” said Peter-
son.

 Voted against a 
motion by Barb Lofquist 
to install surveillance 

cameras outside the town 
hall. Lofquist said that 
the boat-decontamination 
equipment used to prevent 
the spread of aquatic in-
vasive species, which had 
been parked by the town 
hall had recently been 
vandalized overnight. The 
township already has two 
cameras that could be used 
and Maus said he could run 
the needed cables. Maus 
said the fire department 
would also appreciate hav-
ing the cameras there.

 Will donate $100 to 
the Tower-Soudan Fourth 
of July committee.

NorthMet mine 
threatens our 
way of life

On Tuesday, June 6, 
after careful review and 
analysis, the Army Corps 
of Engineers revoked the 
Section 404 wetlands per-
mit for PolyMet Mining, 
Inc.’s proposed NorthMet 
mining project. This was a 
great victory for the Fond 
du Lac Band of Lake Su-
perior Chippewa, clean 
water, and Minnesota. Yet, 
in a press release issued 
shortly after the decision 
was made public, Con-
gressman Pete Stauber de-
cried the Corps’ decision 
as an assault on northern 
Minnesota and our way of 
life. We are writing to set 
the record straight. 

The Fond du Lac 
Band is a sovereign tribal 
government. In the 1854 
Treaty of LaPointe, the 
United States promised 
us our reservation as a 
permanent homeland, as 

well as the right to con-
tinue to hunt, fish, and 
gather throughout most of 
northeastern Minnesota. 
Our reservation is locat-
ed downstream of where 
PolyMet proposes to build 
its mine and discharge 
millions of gallons per 
day of heavily polluted 
wastewater. 

As proposed, the 
NorthMet mine presents 
an assault on our way 
of life. To protect future 
generations and our way 
of life, the Band has con-
tinued to challenge the 
NorthMet mine because it 
is not designed responsi-
bly and will not follow the 
law. We have experienced 
firsthand the impacts of 
irresponsible mining up-
stream of our reservation, 
which has polluted our 
waters and resources for 
decades. We have seen 
our wild rice waters de-
graded and lake sturgeon 
wiped out by pollution 
from mines and industry. 
The remaining fish are so 

high in mercury that our 
members cannot safely 
feed them to their chil-
dren. 

For years the Band 
raised concerns regarding 
the NorthMet mine, in-
cluding PolyMet’s ability 
to meet our downstream 
water quality standards 
that were enacted to pro-
tect our cultural and sub-
sistence uses of water. 
PolyMet has consistently 
resisted not only meaning-
ful changes to its mining 
plan, but also any enforce-
able permit conditions 
that would ensure com-
pliance with water quality 
standards. 

PolyMet is not from 
Minnesota and does not 
have the interests of Min-
nesotans (or Americans) 
in mind. PolyMet is con-
trolled by Glencore, a 
mining conglomerate 
headquartered in Switzer-
land. Glencore has a long 
history of corruption, hu-
man rights violations, and 
criminal convictions. In 

2015, United Steelwork-
ers awarded Glencore 
second place among the 
most irresponsible com-
panies on the planet. More 
recently, Glencore pled 
guilty to paying over $100 
million in bribes to win 
business or avoid audits. 
So, it is ironic that Con-
gressman Stauber vigor-
ously supports enriching 
a foreign-owned company 
while baselessly asserting 
that the Corps’ decision 
is a “gift to the Chinese 
Communist Party.” 

PolyMet has never 
committed to marketing 
its products domestically 
in the United States, and 
instead says it plans to sell 
its minerals on the global 
market. Moreover, Poly-
Met mostly speculates 
that its ore body could 
produce critical minerals, 
such as cobalt and lithium. 

The Band stood its 
ground and in late 2019 
sued the EPA and Corps 
in federal court. The Band 
prevailed on a key legal is-

sue which resulted in fur-
ther administrative review 
of the permit to examine 
the NorthMet mine’s im-
pact on the Band’s down-
stream waters. During that 
review, the Band worked 
with a team of recognized 
experts and determined 
that the mine would vi-
olate our water quality 
standards. EPA’s preem-
inent Office of Research 
and Development thor-
oughly vetted the Band’s 
determination and agreed 
with the Band. Ultimately, 
the Corps was unable to 
find fault with either the 
Band’s or EPA’s analysis 
and revoked the wetlands 
permit. It also cannot be 
forgotten that there were 
significant irregularities 
throughout the permit-
ting process that led to 
the Corps’ issuance of the 
wetland permit in 2019. 
For example, a 2021 re-
port from EPA’s Office of 
Inspector General found 
that with regard to the 
wetlands permit, the EPA 

denied the Band a legal 
remedy under the Clean 
Water Act by neglecting 
to assess downstream ef-
fects, despite repeated re-
quests from the Band for 
EPA to do so. 

Ultimately, the Corps’ 
decision was the result of 
a full and fair administra-
tive process required un-
der the Clean Water Act 
and which only occurred 
because the Band sued in 
federal court. In the end, 
science prevailed, and de-
spite PolyMet’s attempts 
to paint its project as good 
for the environment, it did 
not and could not show 
that the NorthMet mine 
would comply with the 
Band’s downstream water 
quality standards. The de-
cision follows the law and 
protects our waters and 
Our Way of Life! 

Miigwech (thank 
you), 

The Fond du Lac 
Band Reservation Busi-
ness Committee

RMHC...Continued from page  3

said Florest. 
“In summary, the 

people we serve benefit 
from a more communi-
ty-minded, forward-think-
ing behavioral health or-
ganization helping people 
along the road to health 
and well-being,” said Flo-

rest. “This reaffirms our 
mission to be person-cen-
tered, family-friendly, 
trauma-informed and re-
covery-oriented.”

CCBH clinics also 
offer services such as ar-
ranging transportation, 
offering intervention ser-

vices, and making refer-
rals to external organiza-
tions. 

There is also a finan-
cial element to achieving 
certification. Through 
the use of a daily bun-
dled rate, RMHC will 
receive reimbursement 

through Medicaid and 
other insurances closer to 
the full cost of services 
that CCBHCs provide, at 
higher, more competitive 
rates than previously re-
ceived.  In 2017, the first 
CCBHCs were funded 
under Medicaid, with 67 

operating in eight states. 
Today, there are more than 
500 CCBHCs in 46 states.

“I see a bright future 
for RMHC,” said Krause. 
“There’s a lot of competi-

tion out there, and this will 
help us remain strong. It’s 
all about clients and pro-
viding them with the best 
services.”



Lunch Bunch to 
meet June 22 at 
The Landing

COOK- The Lunch 
Bunch will meet at The 
Landing in Cook, on 
Thursday, June 22 at 
12:30 p.m. Please RSVP 
by June 19 to Kathy 218-
753-2530. Anyone who 

would like to join us are 
welcome to attend.

St. James to 
discuss closing the 
church

TOWER- St. James 
Presbyterian Church in 
Tower will hold a con-
gregational meeting on 
Sunday, July 2, following 
the worship service. All 
members are urged to at-
tend. The purpose of the 
meeting is to take a vote 
to close St. James.

Tower-Soudan 
Class of ‘73 to hold 
50th reunion

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan High School 
Class of 1973 will hold 
their 50th reunion on 
Sunday, July 2 from 4 – 
7 p.m. at Benchwarmer’s 
in Tower. Attendees will 
purchase their own drinks 
and food.

Area students 
named to UMD 
Spring Semester 
Dean’s List 

DULUTH- The Uni-
versity of Minnesota 
Duluth (UMD) has an-
nounced its Dean’s List 
for Spring Semester 2023. 

Students on the Dean’s 
List have achieved a 
grade point average of 
3.50 or higher while earn-
ing a minimum of 12 let-
ter-graded credits.

Embarrass: Maude 
Lenz, Senior, Swenson 
College of Science and 
Engineering (SCSE), Civ-
il Engineering B S C E;  
Sophie Lenz, Senior, Sw-
enson College of Science 
and Engineering (SCSE), 
Civil Engineering B S C 
E.

Tower: Maxson Mc-
Donough, Sophomore, 
Labovitz School of Busi-
ness and Economics 
(LSBE), Marketing B B 
A.

Tower-Soudan 
Fourth of July 
donations

TOWER-SOUDAN- 
The Tower-Soudan Lake 
Vermilion Events Board 
would like to thank the 
following individuals and 
families for their dona-
tions this year. 

Donations are still 
needed and can be 
mailed to: PO Box 461, 
Tower, MN 55790.
Emanuel & Judith 
   Sunsdahl
Vermilion Storage

Amy Banks
Eloranta & Associates
Robert & Wendy 
   Anderson
Debra & Chuck Cathcart
Derek Lamppa
Barbara & Tim Ilse
Adeline & Harlan Broten
Bill & Karen Majerle
Bruce & Kathy Carlson/ 
Tower-Soudan LP Gas
Sara & Bernie Pelstring

MN Supreme Court 
Justice Margaret 
Chutich speaking in 
Tower on Saturday  

TOWER- As part of 
the Lake Vermilion Cul-
tural Center’s (LVCC) 
education series, Min-
nesota Supreme Court 
Justice Margaret Chutich 
will give a presentation 
on her memories of liv-
ing in Croatia at 3 p.m. 

on Saturday, June 17. She 
will be speaking in Car 
81, the club/dining car 
behind the engine next to 
the train depot in Tower.

As a college student, 
Justice Chutich spent one 
year in Croatia studying 
the language and gov-
ernment during the com-
munist era. Her Croatian 
family lives in a province 
called Lika, where most 
Minnesota Croatians and 
Serbians originated. She 
will share some of her 
memories of those years 
and the many times she 
has visited Croatia since. 
The discussion will be 
moderated by local resi-
dent Patty Phillips, who 
is of Croatian and Slove-
nian descent.

Justice Chutich has 
served as an associate jus-
tice of the Minnesota Su-
preme Court since 2016 
when she was appointed 
by Governor Mark Day-
ton. She has a long re-
sume in the law and edu-
cation.

The presentation in 
Car 81 is free and open 
to the public. No reser-
vations are necessary 
but keep in mind the car 
seats fifty.  Coffee will be 
served.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
June 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Training meetings on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Week of June 19 TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

SUMMERTIME SPECIAL EVENTS

TOWER 
CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION
To All,

Your support is needed. Give what you can. 
It will help pay for a new water line. Hopefully the 
Tower Cemetery will get monies from the IRRRB, 
but it won’t be enough to cover the cost for this wa-
ter project.

You know who you are that have given in the 
past. We ask for your continued support and we 
hope to get newcomers to help.

Thank You.

Donations can be sent to:
Tower Cemetery Association

PO Box 874
Tower, MN 55790

Published in the Timberjay, May 19, June 2, 16, 23, and July 7, 2023

Farmers market to 
open June 16

TOWER- The Tower 
Farmers Market will open 
for the season on Friday, 
June 16 at The Depot. The 
hours designated for sell-
ing are 4-6 p.m., as agreed 
upon with the city of 
Tower. The market board 
is asking vendors and 
customers to respect those 
hours for doing business. 
No early birds, please.

The cost for a space 
is $35 for the season or $5 
per day. Just show up with 
your table; no preregistra-
tion required. Returning 
and new vendors with 
any questions can contact 
Janna at 218-749-2186 or 
Mickey at 218-404-9486.

Eva Larson 
book-signing on 
June 17 in Tower

TOWER- Thirteen-
year-old illustrator Eva 
Larson, of Tower, will 
be signing copies of her 
book, “Brave, Coura-
geous and Bold,” at Sulu’s 
Espresso Café on Tower’s 
Main Street on Saturday, 
June 17 from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.

The book tells the 
story of a young boy who 
was diagnosed with can-
cer when he was only 18 
months old.

Books are $33 for 
hardcover and $20 for 
softcover. If someone has 
already purchased a book, 
they are welcome to stop 
by and have it signed also. 

“Train Tales” to begin 
on June 21

TOWER- Calling all kids! 
“Train Tales”, a brand-new sum-
mer program offered by the Tow-
er-Soudan Historical Society 
(TSHS) will “arrive” at 2 p.m. 
at the Tower Depot Museum on 
Wednesday, June 21. 

All kids in the area are invit-
ed to come to Car 81 at the Tower 
City Park or story-time. The June 
21st session will be very spe-
cial—the kids will hear an orig-
inal story “Mystery on Car 81” 
written and read by local resident 
and TSHS Board Member Kathy 
Siskar. A packaged snack for the 
kids will follow the story-telling.

“Train Tales” is scheduled 
in conjunction with the St. Louis 
County Bookmobile stop in the 
Tower Civic Center parking lot. 
After “Train Tales” the kids will 
have the opportunity to visit the 
bookmobile and pick out a book 
for summer reading”, said Nancy 
Larson, TSHS President. “We are 
offering a fun and unique way for 

the historical society to partner 
with families during the summer 
months.

“Train Tales” will be offered 
regularly during June, July and 
August at 2-3 p.m. on the fol-
lowing Wednesday afternoons: 
June 21, July 19, Aug. 16, and 
Aug. 30. There will be an addi-
tional session on Friday, Aug. 4 
in conjunction with the Immanu-
el Lutheran Church Bible School 
program.

“Stories and books that can 
be enjoyed by children of vary-
ing ages will be presented”, said 
Louise Gately, coordinator of 
the project. We are very excited 
about pairing storytelling and the 
historic setting of Car 81 with the 
kids in our community. If this is 
successful, in the future we will 
spread the age groups out and of-
fer stories on all three train cars. 
We are especially excited about 
having the bookmobile on hand 
afterwards for kids to be able to 
take books home with them.”

Kids under Kindergarten age 
will need to be accompanied by 
an adult and are very welcome to 
listen to the story, as well!

“History Happy Hour” to 
begin on fourth fridays 

TOWER- There will be a 
new table at the Friday Farm-
er’s Market in Tower. The Tow-
er-Soudan Historical Society 
(TSHS) will be offering free 
non-alcoholic beverages on 
the fourth Friday of the month 
from 4-5 p.m. from Car 81 by 
the Train Depot Museum. Folks 
will be invited to sip a drink and 
enjoy the ambience of the newly 
redecorated train car also dubbed 
the “Party Car”.

“On June 23 we will be 
serving lemonade”, announced 
Nancy Larson, TSHS board pres-
ident. “This is a way that the 
TSHS can say “thank you” to the 
many members of the local Tow-
er, Soudan and Lake Vermilion 
community who have supported 
us. We cannot do it without ev-
eryone helping out. The work we 
do is a team effort.”

Other dates for History Hap-
py Hour will be July 21 and Aug. 
25. The TSHS looks forward to 

offering refreshment and thanks 
to one and all.

Upcoming games at the 
Soudan ballfield

SOUDAN- Everyone is in-
vited to stop by the Soudan Ball-
field and watch baseball action, 
all the way from t-ball to high 
school. Concessions are avail-
able. Sit and visit, and support 
our youth athletes.

June 17 DQ Grill and Chill 
Ely Legion Classic:

Cherry vs. Thunder Bay at 
12:30 p.m.

Aurora vs. Taconite at 3 p.m.
 T-S Little League T-Ball: 

(All Games at 5 p.m.)
Wednesday, June 21 vs 

Cherry Orange        
Wednesday, June 28 vs. 

ME-Biwabik        
Monday, July 17 vs. Cook 

Grey           
 T-S Little League Coach 

Pitch: (All Games at 6:30 p.m.)
Wednesday, June 28 vs. 

ME-Biwabik     
Monday, July 17 vs. Cook 

Grey              
 

All ready for first grade. Kindergarten students at TS Elementary were honored during a ceremony at school on May 31. 
Above: Students sang a song about graduation. Below (from left) Hazel Stong, Karmina Chosa, and Paxton Goodsky Jr. 
were all smiles as they showed off their graduation certificates. photos by J. Summit



Ely Public Library
ELY- The library will 

be closed on Monday, 
June 19, for Juneteenth.

On Tuesday, June 20, 
from 11 a.m. until noon, 
the Get Crafty program 
will craft kindness rocks 
for the library’s kindness 
garden. This activity is 
open to all ages. Register 
in advance so the library 
can order enough supplies.

The annual book sale 
and membership drive to 
benefit the Ely Friends 
of the Library (FOL) will 
be on Thursday, June 22, 
and Friday, June 23, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on both 
days, at the Ely Senior 
Center, 27 S. 1st Ave. E. 
The FOL will not be tak-
ing donations of items to 
sell this year.

The library will host 

“Climb Theater: The Ant 
and the Grasshopper” on 
June 28 from 1-2 p.m. 
This is an audience partic-
ipation performance based 
on Aesop’s Fables for all 
ages.

On June 29, from 11 
a.m. to noon, the library 
will celebrate Internation-
al Fisherman’s Day with 
crafts and activities for 
all ages. Please preregis-
ter. Space is limited to 25 
people.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are 
at the Ely Public Library 
at 224 E. Chapman St.

Farmers market and 
Arts in the Park

ELY- Ely’s farmers 
market and the Northern 
Lakes Arts Association 
Arts in the Park program 
are every Tuesday eve-
ning, from 4-6 p.m. The 
evening music presenta-

tion starts at 5 p.m.

Ely Folk School
ELY- The folk school 

will host an opportunity 
to paddle a real birch bark 
canoe, on Saturday, June 
17, from 10 a.m. to noon, 
at Semer’s Beach. The 
event is free but donations 
are welcome. Pre-register 
at the folk school website 
using the classes tab.

Every Wednesday 
throughout the summer, 
staff of the Dorothy Molt-
er Museum will teach a 
one-session class on root 
beer history, Dorothy 
Molter’s root beer, and 
making your own root 
beer from scratch. The 
classes will start on June 
21, from 4-6 p.m. Cost is 
$34.

Peter Mitchell Fun 
Days 

BABBITT- Peter 
Mitchell Fun Days in 
Babbitt are this weekend, 

including two concerts, 
fireworks, and activities. 
The McCullough Brothers 
will perform at the out-
door stage on Friday, June 
16, 8-11 p.m. Also on the 
outdoor stage on Satur-
day, June 17, from 8 p.m. 
to midnight, the North-
wood’s Band will per-
form, featuring the Mc-
Cullough Brothers, Ricky 
Sundstrom, and Dalton 
Hanson. Both concerts 
free with a Peter Mitchell 
Days button.

Fireworks will be on 
Saturday, June 17, starting 
at 10:30 p.m. The Peter 
Mitchell Days Parade will 
be on Sunday, June 18, 
starting at 2 p.m.

Northwoods 
Partners

ELY- The “Rock 
Around the Clock” fund-
raiser for Northwoods 
Partners will be on Thurs-
day, June 22, from 5 to 9 
p.m., at the Miners Dry 

House. The event will in-
clude raffles, a silent auc-
tion, dinner, dancing and 
music. Tickets are $45, 
available at the North-
woods Partners office, 
218-365-8019.

Dorothy Molter 
Museum

ELY- Sunday, June 
25, is Dorothy Day, the 
museum’s first open 
house of the summer, 
featuring free admission, 
light refreshments, tours, 
and the new root beer 
exhibit. The museum is 
open daily from 10 a.m. 

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who 
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at ElyTues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

June 20: The White 
Pine Tree with James Pas-
tor

June 27: I Can’t 
Hear a Thing! with UCLA 
Professor Emeritus Rob-
ert Winter

There will be no 
Tuesday Group meeting 
on July 4

July 11: Trust for 
Public Land

In Brief

Support groups

ELY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Upcoming 
Events

As of June 14, 
203 vendors 

have signed up
to sell at the 

Blueberry/Art 
Festival

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

colors of summer 
the time for iris beauty

seasonal blossoms

Elyites on deans’ lists

GO FISH

ELY- The Ely Fire 
Department was busy in 
recent days completing the 
final touches to place the 
city’s new fire trucks for 
service.

“Well, they’re not re-
ally new, since we bought 
them used, but they are 
new to Ely,” said Fire Chief 
David Marshall. The city 
council allocated $600,000 
in 2022 for the department 
to purchase a new ladder 
truck. 

“We flew out to 
Bloomsburg, Pa., to look 
at a ladder truck for sale 
for $400,000 and saw a 
pumper truck also for sale 
by Bloomsburg,” Marshall 
told the Timberjay. The 
fire department negotiated 
the price for the pumper 
at $67,485 and decided to 
buy both with the approv-
al of the city council. “We 
used the money left over to 
make upgrades on both of 
the new vehicles,” added 
Marshall.

The new ladder truck 
is a 2005 E-One mid-

mount aerial platform truck 
with a 95-foot reach. It will 
replace the department’s 
current 1983 Seagrave 
ladder truck which a 75-
foot reach, which the city 
bought in 2008. Besides 
the extra 20 feet of exten-
sion, the aerial platform 
is safer for the firefighters 
to use. “The mid-mount 
(configuration) of the lad-
der is more advantageous 
in a place like Ely where 
we have long streets with 
houses placed closely to-
gether.”

The new pumper truck 
is a 2001 E-One pumper 
truck. It will replace the de-
partment’s 1979 LaFrance 
pumper truck which the 
city bought new. The 
pumper failed its pump test 
in 2022. The manufacturer 
is no longer in business and 
parts have become increas-
ingly difficult to obtain.

The Seagrave will be 
placed on the market to 
sell. The city council vot-
ed to donate the LaFrance 
pumper to Ely’s Clown 
Band at its Dec. 6, 2022, 
meeting.

Above: Ely Fire Chief 
David Marshall at the 
controls of the fire 
department’s new 
E-One ladder truck on 
June 9.
Right: The Ely fire 
department’s new 
E-One pumper truck in 
front of the first depart-
ment garage at City 
Hall. photos by C. Clark

Meet Ely Fire Department’s new trucks

DULUTH- The University 
of Minnesota Duluth announced 
its dean’s list for spring Semester 
2023. Students on the dean’s list 
have achieved a grade point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher while earning 
a minimum of 12 graded credits.

Students from Ely on the 
spring dean’s list are junior Dylan 
Fenske majoring in pre-teaching 
mathematics, sophomore Zacha-
ry Spicher majoring in computer 
science, and junior Brynn Vollom 
majoring in entrepreneurship.

ELY- The Ely chamber of 
Commerce hosted its Northwoods 
Kids Fshing Derby at the Veter-
ans on the Lake Resort on June 
10. Despite the overcast sky and 
brisk breeze the event was packed 
to capacity with 40 kids, as many 
parents and around 20 volunteers. 

The event broke the children into 
groups to circulate through lean-
ing and activities stations, which 
included hands-on opportunities 
in boat and water safety, ecology, 
invasive species, casting tech-
nique, and fishing off the resorts 
docks.

Northwoods Kids Fishing Derby

Kids with their parents fishing off the docks at the Veterans 
on the Lake Resort at the 2023 Northwoods Kids Fishing 
Derby. photo by C. Clark

AROUND TOWN

Above: Ely’s Greenstone Art Camp concluded its week of 
activities with an art show of the campers’ arts and crafts. 
Fifty kids produced decorative stepping stones, jewelry, 
paintings, tie-dye shirts, and kites and displayed them on 
the last day of camp on June 8. Below: Anika Boerst (right) 
shows off the kite she made at the Greenstone Art Camp 
while Cypher Bishop (left) looks on. photos by C. Clark

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL FOURTH QUARTER HONOR ROLL

Miesel talk on 
street photography 
is Tuesday at NWFA

COOK- The North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery in Cook will host 
noted photographer Keith 
Miesel for an anecdotal 
slide show about his expe-
riences as an artist doing 
“Street Photography” on 
Tuesday, June 20 at 6 p.m. 
This presentation will be 
held at (NWFA) North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery at 210 S. River St.

Miesel is a Twin Cit-
ies based photographer 
and summer resident 
here in Cook and an ac-
tive member of NWFA. 
He specializes in portrait/
glamour and event pho-
tography with side in-
terests in fine art, street 
photography, travel, land-
scape and urban/abstract 
work.

The NWFA annu-
al meeting will precede 
Miesel’s presentation, be-
ginning at 5 p.m. in the 
gallery at 210 S River 
St. Refreshments will be 
served.

Learn to Write Haiku  
at NWFA June 23

COOK- Ely artist 
Cecilia Rolando will be 

teaching a class at North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery called “Make a 
Journal and Write Haiku” 
on Friday, June 23 from 
1-3 p.m.

During the two-hour 
class, students will make 
and decorate simple paper 
journals and then learn 
to write Haiku, Japanese 
form of poetry about re-
sponding to nature. 

Haiku focuses on a 
brief moment in time, 
juxtaposing two images 
to create a sudden sense 
of enlightenment. A tradi-
tional Japanese haiku is a 
three-line poem with sev-
enteen syllables, written 
in a 5/7/5 syllable count. 
Haiku emphasizes sim-
plicity, intensity, and di-
rectness of expression. 

To register call 
218-666-2153 or email 
n w f a m n . o rg @ g m a i l .
com. There will be a min-
imal registration fee and a 
materials fee to be paid to 
the instructor.

Spring Art Expo 
boasts 46 Artists

COOK- The annu-
al Spring Art Expo is in 
full swing at Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts in 
Cook, with 46 artists dis-
playing and selling their 

work.
This year the exhibit-

ing artists are: woodcarv-
ers, Galen and Doreen 
Bergman; photographer/
author, Carol Bowman; 
painter, Sue Carmody; 
painter, Thomas Chap-
man; author, Art Dale; 
painter, Jim DeVries; pho-
tographer, Joan Edblom; 
drawing/painting, Jeanine 
Emmons; painter/cards, 
Helen Fayerweather; mul-
tiple media, Linda Free-
man; fabric art, Lois Gar-
bisch; driftwood sculptor, 
Grover Gillespie; Dala 
horses, Teri Glembin; 
pottery/sculpture, Kim 
Gross; poet/design, Tif-
fany Halverson; painter, 
Priscilla Hiipakka; wood-
carving/turning, Howard 
Hilshorst; fabric art, Mar-
garet Jarka; woodcarv-
ing/turning, Cam Jayson; 
acrylic painter, Margie 
Kent; painter, Brenna 
Kohlhase; painter, Jane 
Kujala; writer/painter, 
Joan Lewandowski; sign 
painter, Ron Maki; paint-
er, Sandra Markovich; 
multimedia artist, Kris 
Musto; painter, Rosie 
Lee Niemi; photogra-
pher, Marianne Niemiste; 
multi-media artist, Ju-
lie Peaney; painter, Sue 
Rauschenfels; multi-me-

dia, Lyn Reed; ceramics, 
Mark Reed; jewelry, Pam 
Roederer; photographer, 
Larry Rude; fabric artist, 
Barbara Schroeder; cards, 
Jesse Shunk; woodburn-
er/painter, Karen Spots; 
woodcarver, Craig Ste-
vens; painter, Eric We-
ber; author, Mary Ellen 
Weller-Smith; painter, 
Jane Wertanen; photogra-
pher, Jean Wilson; sculp-
tor multi-media, Mollie 
Wipf; fabric art, Shawn 
Wipf; and author, Leo 
Willenius.

Visit the gallery on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 
or Fridays from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 210 
S River St. in Cook.

Trinity church to 
host community 
meal on June 22

COOK- Trinity Lu-
theran Church will host its 
monthly free community 
meal on Thursday, June 
22 from 4-5:30 p.m. The 
menu will be chicken sal-
ad on a croissant with can-
taloupe, chips and dessert. 
The meal will be dine in 
or drive thru. All are wel-
come. 

Cowboy Angel Blue 
to play park series 
on Wednesday

COOK- “Cowboy 
Angel Blue” will play a 
wide selection of song-
writers’ favorites and clas-
sic oldies at the upcoming 
Music in the Park concert 
on Wednesday, June 21 at 
6 p.m. at Cook City Park.

Original members 
Bill Maxwell and James 
Paavala have been playing 
around the Iron Range and 
Duluth for over 10 years. 

A refreshment stand 
selling burgers, brats and 
hot dogs will be provid-
ed by St. Paul’s (Alango) 
Lutheran Church. In case 
of rain, the concert will be 
moved to the Cook VFW.

 
UMD tabs locals for 
spring academic 
recognition 

REGIONAL- The 
University of Minnesota 
Duluth (UMD) has an-
nounced its dean’s list for 
Spring Semester 2023. 
Students on the Dean’s 
List have achieved a grade 
point average of 3.50 or 
higher while earning a 
minimum of 12 credits. 

Students from Cook 

include Alex Hartway, ju-
nior, pre-business; Thile 
Intveld, senior, psychol-
ogy; and Nicole Roy, 
senior, accounting. Mak-
ing the list from Gheen 
was Michaela Luecken, 
sophomore, criminology.

Benefit concert 
tickets on sale

COOK- On Friday, 
Aug. 11, from 5-9 p.m. 
Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts will present its 
annual concert and fund-
raiser, “The Blue Water 
Big Band,” a concert with 
room to dance. Advance 
tickets for $25 include a 
snack and may be pur-
chased from NWFA mem-
bers and at the gallery. 
The fundraiser will be 
at the Cook Community 
Center and the tickets will 
be $30 at the door.

Orr student named 
to dean’s list at 
UW-River Falls

ORR – The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-River 
Falls has named Justin 
Malecha, of Orr, to its 
spring semester dean’s 
list. Students must earn a 
grade point average of 3.5 
or better to be honored.

A Honor Roll
Seniors
Cooper Antikainen
Kohen Briggs
Kiana LaRoque
Angeline Lilya
Anya Pearson
Kaden Ratai
Karah Scofield
Steven Sopoci
Avery Thiel
Emily Trip

Juniors
Evelyn Brodeen
Jonah Burnett
Annabelle Calavera
River Cheney
Madison Dantes
Sean Drift
Talise Goodsky
Addy Hartway
Helen Koch
Riley Las
Victoria Olson
Trinity Vidal

Sophomores
Addison Burckhardt
Alex Burckhardt
Ryder Gibson
Aidan Hartway
Sheyenne Schuster
Sierra Schuster
Dakota Schwarzenberger
Amber Sopoci
Lydia Trip

Freshmen
Lincoln Antikainen
Isaiah Briggs
Lauren Burnett
John Danielson
Isabelle Koch
Victoria Mathys
Isabel Pascuzzi

Eighth Grade
Alethea Bangs
Corralyn Brodeen
Andrew Hartway
Carson Johnson

Sophia Mathys
Victoria Phillips
Cash Rutchasky
Kaycee Zupancich

Seventh Grade
Gage Aune
Zoey Burckhardt
Carsyn Burnett
Colt Chosa
Kayson Gaskell
Sawyer Glass
Johnathon Hampson
Cyrus Johnson
Rebecca Koch
Joshua Long
Kalle Nelson
Aubrey Olson-Stoltenberg
Vincent Pascuzzi
Alice Sopoci
Evalyn Thiel
Brock Van Tassell

B Honor Roll
Seniors
Brenden Chiabotti
Brielle Hujanen
Hannah Kinsey
Benjamin Kruse
Garrett Lappi
Dillon Musakka
Olin Nelson
Elias Smith
Brian Swinson

Juniors
Brandon Cook
Emily Grahn
Alexandra Holm
Evan Kajala
Nahvaya Kingbird
Cynthia Kirkman
Zefrym Mankowski
Cadense Nelson
Tiauna Peltier
Cole Rabas
Ella Smith
Autumn Swanson
Madison Taylor

Jacob Whiteman
Keena Whitney
Luke Will

Sophomores
Kalvyn Benner
Rory Bundy
John Carlson
Ella Cornelius
Nia Gaskell
Nevada Gauthier
Talen Jarshaw
Cody Kirkman
Jaida Lambert
Louie Panichi
Richard Swinson
Lakota Villebrun

Freshmen
Levi Chaulklin
Brynn Chosa
Marriah Glowaski-Kingbird
Scott Morrison
Anna Nelson
Rogelio Noyes
Payton Scofield

Sadie Spears
John Warren

Eighth Grade
Grace Bundy
Kate Cheney
Presley Chiabotti
Abigail Dargontina
Kaelyn Ehrbright
Emarie Gibson
Ella Kruse
Jett Lambert
Michael Nuthak
Hunter Schwarzenberger
Elwood Spears

Seventh Grade
Sophia Bangs
Felicity Hoagland
Cedar Holman
Rainer Jacobson
Brittan Koskela
Tysen Lenzen
Evangelina Mathys
Donelle Villebrun
Nevaeh Wipf

Classic Car Show
Peoples Choice- 

$100 and trophy - Carl 
Fisher

Drivers Choice- 
$100 and trophy - Dave 
Purkat
Lawnmower Races 

Stock 1st place - 
$100 - Vince Kajala

Stock 2nd place - 
$50 - Laven Davis

Modified 1st place - 
$100 - Mike Strom

Modified 2nd place 
- $50 - Mitch Nosbisch

Peoples Choice - 
trophy - Mike Strom
Parade Floats

1st Place $200 - Old 
Muni

2nd Place $100 - 
Sons of Norway

3rd Place $50 - 
Class of 1973
Raffle winners

1st: $1,000 cash 
donated by Marty’s Heat-
ing & A/C LLC - Matt 
Zupancich

2nd: $1,100 value 
- Melgeorge’s two-night 
cabin rental - Bill Jenkins

3rd: $500 gift card 
- Cook Building Center - 
Ross Coyer

4th: $450 value - 
Ryan’s Rustic Railings log 
bench - Raya Aspinwall

5th: $450 value 
- Spring Bay four-hour 
guided fishing - Dave 
Crego

6th: $300 value - 
Timbuktu Marina pontoon 
rental - Elizabeth Udovich

7th: $300 gift card - 
Zup’s Food Market - Kirk 
Fisher

8th: $275 value - 
Fortune Bay premium 
room and $75 certificate 
Sunset Steak House - Julie 

Hindermann
9th: $232 value - 

The Wilderness - round 
of golf for two - Jake Ju-
lkowski

10th: $100 gift card 
- Tim Johnson Agency - 
Sheryl Williams

11th: $100 gift card 
- North Star Credit Union 
- Michael Johnson

($2,000 of the raffle 
proceeds will go to the 
Cook Firemens Relief As-
sociation)

4H Timber Days Pet 
Show Results 
All received a ribbon, 
4-H Baytree Field pet 
show sticker, free ice 
cream cone and frozen 
Coke/Fanta coupons from 
McDonald’s.

Aubrey Olson-Stol-
tenberg, Black Susan, hen 
(Black Australorp chick-

en), Best Cluck.
Cheyenne Schelde, 

Cookie Dough, rabbit, 
Cuddliest Companion.

Jackson Pliml, Nel-
mi, dog (French bulldog), 
Most Chillax.

Oliver Schelde, 
Maple, dog (Mini Austra-
lian Shepard), Happiest 
Pet.

Taylor Greynolds, 
Gordy, dog (English bull-
dog), Crowd Pleaser.

Blake Greynolds, 
Willie Nelson, dog (Ber-
nese Mountain Dog), Pret-
tiest Pet.

Tanner Manick, 
Loki, dog (Shih Tzu), 
Most Behaved.

Addy Mannick, 
Millie, dog (Shih Tzu), 
Most Elegant.

Emma Schuchard, 
Indy, dog (Border Collie), 
Best Trick.

Ripley Rintala, Kirby, 
dog

 (Mini English Bull 
Terrier), Best Nails in 
Show.

Nick Nicklow, 
Snoop, dog (Golden Re-
triever), Fluffiest Tail.

Silas Nurmi, Blast-
off, turtle, Toughest Shell.

Maverick Nurmi, 

Lucy, dog, Trickiest Trick.
Ryker Nurmi, Kit-

ty Soft Paws, cat, Cutest 
Eyes.

Isabelle Nurmi, 
Buttercup, dog (poodle/
Shih Tzu), Oldest Pet 
(note: oldest 4-legged pet 
since the macaw is older).

Chloe Kajala, Ma-
nick and Elsy, dogs (Cor-
gis), Shortest Legs.

Natalia and Brook-
lyn Cotten, Franky, dog 
(Pug), Most Intelligent.

Lisha Pearson, 
Amadeus, bird (Blue and 
Gold Macaw), Most Col-
orful Pet.

Lila Kajala, Ross, 
dog, Class Clown.

Vincent Kajala, 
Chandler, dog, Most En-
ergetic.

Annalee Miller, 
Finka, dog (Alaskan hus-
ky), Best Dressed.

Silas Nurmi

Clockwise, from top left: 1) A lawnmower racer 
pops a wheelie at the starting line of the race; 2) 
a litttle girl with a snow cone is mesmerized by a 
magic trick; 3) the Old Muni had an aquatic-themed 
entry this year; 4) magician Kelvin Saline says 
the magic words to make a ripped newspaper 
whole again; 5) the Northwoods Riders had a 
large contingent of motorcycles in the parade; 6)
the Baytree Field 4-H Club rides in the parade; 7) 
the North Woods Grizzly led a float with school 
cheerleaders of all ages.         photos by D. Colburn
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AMBULANCE...Continued from page 1

Fire restrictions now in place
DRY CONDITIONS

COUNCIL...Continued from page 1

Remote campfires, fireworks prohibited until further notice

monthly payroll, and the 
council approved another 
$5,000 transfer already 
made from the Hoodoo 
Point Campground at 
Monday’s meeting. So far 
this year, the city has trans-
ferred $20,000 to support 
the ambulance service, 
according to clerk-treasurer 
Michael Schultz. 

The Tower Ambulance 
Commission, made up of 
representatives of various 
townships within the ambu-
lance service territory had 
established a committee 
last year to develop ideas 
for assisting the ambulance 
service. That “ad hoc” 
committee has proposed the 
creation of a joint powers 
board to oversee operations 
of the ambulance service as 
well as a possible taxing 
district that would provide 
a stable, long-term funding 
source in addition to the 
fees the ambulance charges 
for medical runs.  

But Greenwood, which 
did not participate on the 
committee and discontin-
ued payments to the ambu-
lance service last year, 
rejected the joint powers 
proposal in an undated 
letter to the city, signed by 
board chair John Bassing. 

The township com-
plained that it could not 
understand the numbers 
included in the ad hoc com-
mittee’s report. In addition, 
Bassing stated his con-
clusion that “Greenwood 
would be paying over 60 
percent of the cost of the 
ambulance service while 
having only a 15 percent 
voting share.” Rather than 
work to stabilize the city’s 
ambulance service, the 
Greenwood board is asking 
the city to solicit proposals 
for a private provider that 
could offer full-time basic 
life support service and 
part-time advanced life 
support service to the area. 

Tower Mayor Dave 

Setterberg noted that the 
ambulance commission 
was working on solutions 
and said it wouldn’t be 
fair for the city to take a 
unilateral approach while 
the ambulance commission 
was working on its own 
plan. 

And Setterberg noted 
the history of dissatisfac-
tion in Greenwood in recent 
years over ambulance 
issues. “When you look 
at the recent history over 
the last couple of years, 
some of the supervisors in 
Greenwood and communi-
ty members have been very 
critical and rejected a lot 
of the findings of, first of 
all, the EMSRB, which is 
the state regulatory board. 
They didn’t agree with 
that. The Tower business 
plan was the next thing that 
was basically rejected,” he 
said. Setterberg noted that 
Greenwood opposed par-
ticipation with the ad hoc 
committee, and essentially 
rejected the findings and 
conclusion of the McGrath 
study that Greenwood com-
missioned. “I could go on 
with even more than that 
that but I’m not going to 
but with all aforementioned 
findings being rejected by 
Greenwood, I’m kind of 
wondering why they would 
believe us now if we went 
and did an RFP.”

Council member Kevin 
Norby, who had attended a 
recent Greenwood meeting 
in hopes of fielding ques-
tions about the joint powers 
proposal, said he didn’t 
feel the supervisors were 
interested in hearing from 
him. “That was the impres-
sion I got from being there. 
The other impression I 
got was I really felt like 
they are wanting to see the 
ambulance fail and hope-
fully something else takes 
its place,” said Norby. “I 
appreciate Greenwood’s 
feedback, but I would 

appreciate it more if they’re 
giving us feedback on what 
they will do versus just 
saying ‘no.’ It feels like 
the goalposts keep getting 
pushed back. I invite them 
to come and sit down and 
talk to us about some of 
this stuff.”

Norby said he ques-
tioned Greenwood’s appar-
ent suggestion that the 
township should have more 
votes on a joint powers 
board than other townships. 
“I would like to hear that 
explained,” he said. 

After expressing their 
frustrations with the town-
ship, the council moved on 
without taking any action 
on Greenwood’s request.
County garage on 
the table

In other business, the 
council had its first extend-
ed discussion about the 
possibility of acquiring 
the county public works 
garage, which is being 
vacated later this summer. 

A letter from the 
county suggests a pur-
chase price of $260,000, 
but Setterberg noted that 
one of the appraisals came 
in significantly lower than 
that. “They had a low of 
about $180,000,” he said. 
Setterberg said the city 
found records of the origi-
nal sale of the 30-acre site 
from the city to the county, 
back in 1988, for $8,000. “I 
think there’s some room for 
negotiation,” he said. 

The bulk of the prop-
erty value today is in the 
buildings, which include 
a nearly 5,000 square 
foot heated garage with a 
small office space, along 
with two or three other 
unheated storage build-
ings and a large parking 
lot for outdoor storage of 
equipment. 

City officials have 
been talking behind the 
scenes with the county 
about the site since 2020, 

once the county board opted 
to relocate the facility to 
along Hwy. 135, south of 
Tower. But with the site 
now set to be vacated at 
the end of summer, the 
issue is finally coming to a 
decision point. It was clear 
that not everyone on the 
council was on board with 
a possible acquisition. 

Setterberg noted a 
number of possible advan-
tages of the site, which 
would allow public works 
staff to work on equipment, 
rather than job repairs out 
due to lack of shop space. 

He said it would also 
free up city parcels on South 
Second and Lake Avenue, 
where the city maintains 
storage buildings, for pos-
sible sale or other uses. 

“I’m hesitant,” said 
council member Kevin 
Norby, when asked about 
a possible purchase. “It 
sounds like a ‘nice to have,’ 
but I have a hard time justi-
fying it in my own mind,” 
he said. “I’m not opposed to 
trying to learn more about 
it, but I think we have to 
put together a real good 
justification that it’s in the 
benefit of everybody.”

Council member Joe 
Morin agreed. “We defi-
nitely have to peel it back,” 
he said. “Maybe we need an 
ad hoc committee on this?” 

“That’s what I’d like to 
see happen,” said Schultz. 

“I would be happy to 
serve on that,” said Morin. 
After a bit more discussion, 
the council approved an 
ad hoc committee com-
prised of Morin, council 
member Bob Anderson, 
Schultz, and TEDA direc-
tor Marshall Helmberger 
to serve on the committee 
and work quickly to come 
back with possible recom-
mendations.
Support for chickens

In additional business, 
the council approved a 
resolution acknowledging 

the validity of a petition 
from city residents seeking 
a change in the city’s ordi-
nance that would allow 
the keeping of chickens in 
town. Morin, who had taken 
up the issue as part of an ad 
hoc committee established 
last year, said that under 
the initiative portion of the 
city’s charter, the petition 
means the city has 60 days 
to enact an ordinance allow-
ing the keeping of chickens 
or send the question to 
voters in a special election.

The city’s current ordi-
nance prohibits the keeping 
of chickens, however, the 
rule hasn’t been rigorously 
enforced in recent months 
and at least some chickens 
do currently reside in town.

Schultz said it isn’t 
clear that the city is limited 
to 60 days to act given 
that the petitioners did not 
include sample ordinance 
language as the charter calls 
for. Schultz said it would 
be difficult for the city to 
draft and approve a new 
ordinance within a 60-day 
time frame, so a bit more 
time would be helpful. 

In other action, the 
council:

 Voiced support for 
a temporary moratorium 
on new RV parks within 
the harbor zoning dis-
trict. Setterberg noted that 
most cities try to limit the 
percentage of short-term 
rentals, and that Tower 
could consider a similar 
limitation. He said a mora-
torium would be a good idea 
until the city has a better 
plan in place on housing. 

An item to declare a 
moratorium on RV parks in 
the harbor zone district will 
be on next month’s agenda. 
Such a moratorium would 
not impact any existing or 
previously approved RV 
parks.

 Discussed but came 
to no resolution on a request 
by city hall personnel to 

close city hall to the public 
during certain periods to 
allow city staff to get their 
work done. Schultz said 
the steady stream of phone 
calls and window traffic can 
provide so many interrup-
tions as to make it nearly 
impossible to complete the 
normal workload without 
working more than eight 
hours per day. Morin said 
he supports the idea but 
suggested that city hall set 
up a voicemail system so 
the public can leave mes-
sages during periods when 
the office is closed. 

 Held a brief dis-
cussion of the impact of 
the new law legalizing 
cannabis. Schultz said that 
he has received no inquiries 
to date about any permitting 
for a possible outlet shop, 
although he said it could 
well happen and that the 
city will likely need to draft 
an ordinance. He said the 
League of Minnesota Cities 
is currently reviewing the 
law and is expected to have 
guidance out soon. 

 Gave its blessing to 
the renovation project being 
undertaken by TEDA at the 
Vermilion Country School. 
TEDA has approved the 
issuance of a bond to cover 
the estimated $400,000 cost 
of the renovations, but the 
bond does not obligate 
the city in any way. The 
bond will repaid by the 
ongoing lease payments 
from the charter school, 
which financed the previ-
ous renovations undertaken 
when the school opened in 
2013. “It’s going to be a 
great project, with a huge 
amount of beneficial ele-
ments,” said Morin, who 
also serves as president of 
TEDA.

More items from this 
week’s council meeting 
will appear in next week’s 
edition of the Timberjay.

Service (EAAS) board 
could be a potential conflict 
of interest. 

Conflicts of inter-
est were one of the 
concerns cited by the Ely-
Bloomenson Community 
Hospital in an April 13 
letter, where the hospital 
withdrew its substantial 
voluntary support of the 
ambulance service. 

The other EEAJPB 
member who is also on 
the EAAS board is Morse 
Township Supervisor Bob 
Berrini, who did not give 
up his position on either 
board as of Morse’s monthy 
meeting on June 13.

The conflict-of-inter-
est issues are on debat-
able ground. Minnesota’s 
conflict-of-interest law 
is mainly concerned with 
individuals benefiting 
financially through asso-
ciation of personal and 
governmental interests.  

Yet it was hardly the 
hospital’s only concern. 
As previously reported in 

the Timberjay, the hospi-
tal and its representatives 
cited multiple concerns in 
its letter, including over 
EAAS “governance and 
operation,” the lack of 
monthly meetings with the 
hospital at an appropriate 
level to maintain the quality 
of patient care, and the lack 
of a timely budget for 2023.

The hospital letter 
was on the agenda at the 
EAAJPB meeting and gar-
nered some distraught com-
mentary. When EAAJPB 
chair Marlene Zorman 
announced the agenda item, 
complete silence reigned 
in the Winton Community 
Center, the site of the 
EAAJPB meeting, for 
several long seconds before 
the discussion started.

 “People feel that the 
ambulance service is under 
attack from the hospital,” 
Novak finally said.

H o s p i t a l  b o a r d 
member John Saw replied, 
“All of our concerns (about 
the EAAS) are for patient 

care.”
There was some dis-

cussion about how to bring 
the hospital back to the table 
to talk about its concerns, 
with Zorman reflecting 
on the need to address the 
hospital’s concerns over 
reestablishing monthly 
meetings with ambulance 
service.

Berrini had his own 
take. “The problem is that 
(the ambulance) board 
rejected Rochelle Sjoberg 
(as the hospital represen-
tative for meetings) … 
the hospital threatening 
the withdrawal of funds is 
extortionist.”

EAAS executive direc-
tor Dusty Moravitz said he 
had tried to reach out to 
hospital personnel to set up 
meetings, but had received 
no response from EBCH 
chief nursing officer Colin 
Yahnke and unnamed 
others. 

The EAAJPB did not 
make any motions regard-
ing the situation between 

the hospital and EAAS, 
though Zorman and Saw 
both volunteered to start the 
process of talking out the 
problems the two entities.

After the EAAJPB 
meeting, the Timberjay 
noted that some ambu-
lance staff present at the 
meeting commented that 
they would not work for 
the hospital if it were to 
resume management of the 
service, as was done in the 
past.  Regardless of current 
sentiment, before 2008, the 
hospital ran the ambulance 
service and used hospital 
staff to respond to 911 calls, 
allowing EMTs to work in 
the hospital and then go 
out on calls as they were 
received.

In 2008, EAAS became 
a nonprofit but maintained 
an arrangement with the 
hospital that helped to 
operate the service without 
the current high staff costs 
due to Minnesota state law 
that requires ambulance 
services to have a written 

on-call schedule, seven 
days a week, 24-hours a 
day.

The hospital severed 
its connection to the 
ambulance service when 
it became apparent that 
Medicare payments to 
the hospital were being 
reduced by the presence of 
the ambulance bay within 
the hospital, as covered by 
a Timberjay article in the 
October 21, 2022 edition.

In other business,  
Novak remarked that the 
current 2023 budget was 
“still a work in progress,” 
stating that it would be 
ready for consideration by 
the EAAJPB at the next 
meeting in July. Langowski 
said the city of Ely “needs 
the budget request from 
EAAS by July so that city 
can set its levy in August.”

In other action, the 
EAAJPB:

Approved the dis-
bursement of $40,000 to 
the EAAS on the recom-
mendation of Moravitz to 

cover expenses.
 Reported on the 

progress of the audit, 
expected later this summer.

 A p p r o v e d  t h e 
payment of bills, leaving 
an EASJPB fund balance 
of $73,833.

Approved putting 
the large stove from the 
former Kondos building 
out for bid.

  Heard an update 
on the lease between 
EAAS and EAAJPB by 
Langowski, who was part 
of the four-person com-
mittee to craft the lease. 
“The lease is in the works,” 
Langowski reported, “and 
it will be ready at the next 
(EAAJPB) meeting.” Ely 
city attorney Kelly Klun is 
responsible for the actual 
drafting of the lease terms. 
After the lease is approved 
by EAAJPB, it will then 
need to be considered and 
approved by the EAAS 
board.

R E G I O N A L — 
Increasingly tinder dry 
conditions across the 
region have prompted the 
Department of Natural 
Resources to institute 
burning restrictions across 
the Arrowhead, including 
St. Louis, Lake, Cook, and 
Carlton counties. 

The restrictions mean 
that burning permits for 
brush or yard waste will 
no longer be issued, and no 
fireworks may be ignited 
on any public or private 
land outside city limits. In 

addition, campfires will be 
allowed only in an estab-
lished fire ring associated 
with a home, campground or 
resort. No campfires will be 
allowed in any backcountry 
campsites. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
Forest Service has issued an 
emergency forest order pro-
hibiting campfires, includ-
ing charcoal grills as well 
as the use of woodburning 
stoves on the Superior 
National Forest, including 
the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness.

The burning restrictions 
will remain in effect until 

terminated by either state 
or federal officials when 
weather and environmental 
conditions indicate a reduc-
tion in fire danger.

Fire danger is currently 
rated as very high in northern 
St. Louis and all of Lake and 
Cook counties. The DNR 
notes that even though the 
woods currently look green, 
the fire danger remains 
dangerous in northeastern 
Minnesota and is likely to 
remain so through the end 
of June. Continued dry and 
unseasonably hot weather is 
forecast for at least the next 
two weeks. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL- St. Louis County 
Commissioners set the wheels in 
motion Tuesday for two road improve-
ment projects for North Country 
communities.

Vermilion Drive in Cook, also 
known as County State Aid Highway 
25, will be getting a complete make-
over from Hwy. 53 to 2nd Street SE. 
The project will consist of grading, 
laying an aggregate base and applying 
asphalt surfacing, curb and guttering, 
storm sewers, and sidewalks. Portions 
of the road may be totally reconstruct-
ed for safety concerns.

Commissioners on Tuesday 
authorized the Public Works depart-

ment to proceed with the acquisition 
of necessary land for the project. They 
also authorized the County Auditor 
to grant any easements necessary 
for tax-forfeited properties along the 
route.

Commissioners also agreed to 
have the county serve as the fiscal 
agent and contract administrator for 
improvements to Bayside Drive in 
Crane Lake. Crane Lake Township 
was awarded $557,000 in state park 
road account funding for the project, 
which will go from Handberg Rd. to 
the Waters Edge public water access. 
An additional $250,000 commitment 
has been received from the Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabilitation Board. 
The county has not committed any 
funds to the project.

County advances two road projects
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor
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VISIT...Continued from page 1

VISITORS CENTER...Continued from page 1

TIMBER...Continued from page 1

Left: 
The Cook High 
School Class of 
‘73 celebrated 
its 50th reunion 
with a float in 
the Timber Days 
parade.

Right: 
Erin Danielson 
reacts to a plunge 
into the dunk tank 
and its 45 degree 
water.

photo by D. Colburn

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

Preregister: Email jsummit@vermilioncountry.org for 
 registration form or stop by the Timberjay office

Registrations accepted race day 6:30-7:45 a.m. sharp!
10K or 5K- $15 per person in advance- $20 on race day 

Kids 12 & under free with paid adult. Kids fun run is free.
Shirts available for purchase on race day!
Race course is the same as 2022, start/end 

a block off Main St. by old football field.
For more information, contact

Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950 (leave message)

Vermilion Walk & Run40th 

Tuesday, July 4 • Tower
Main Street/LV Cultural Center

• 10K Run - 8 a.m. • 5K Run/Walk - 8:05 a.m.
• 1-Mile Kids Fun Run - 8:15 a.m.

Sponsored by the Friends of Vermilion Country School
and the Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion Area Events Board

5K run/walk, in which 
runners dodged clouds of 
mosquitoes instead of rain 
clouds.

The most courageous 
volunteers of the weekend 
may have been those who 
took their turns as targets 
at the dunk tank. Friday 

and Saturday temperatures 
were cooler and breezi-
er than expected, so the 
dunkees who fell into the 
45-degree water got no 
respite from the chill when 
they climbed back up onto 
their wind-swept perch for 
another round.

T h e  C o o k  F i r e 
Department was visible 
all three days of the fes-
tival, staging the popular 
firefighter’s challenge 
on Friday, serving up a 
big pancake breakfast on 
Saturday, and bringing out 
the full fleet for Sunday’s 

parade.
S u n d a y ’ s  b i g 

45-minute parade had not 
one, but two starts. That’s 
because Grand Marshal 
Danny Brinker first took 
his usual place in the VFW 
honor guard, marching the 
whole length of the River 

St. parade route before 
being driven back to the 
start to lead the festivities. 
There were over 40 entrants 
in the parade this year, 
including a 50-year class 
reunion float featuring the 
Cook High School Class 
of 1973. The parade was 

capped in Timber Days 
style by featuring a big 
trailer of logs pulled by 
Ryan Sokoloski Trucking.

vote, assuming they meet 
all the other requirements.

Simon said the change 
will improve access for 
voters as well as increase 
security by providing 
additional opportunity for 
screening new registrants. 
“This will get people into 
the system many months 
earlier than otherwise, 
allowing more time to do 
the necessary screening,” 
he said. “It will make our 
voter rolls more accurate.”

Another change will 
allow 16- and 17-year-olds 
to preregister, even though 
they still won’t be able to 
vote until they reach 18. 
Simon said that provision 
has been deployed in other 
states and has been shown 
to increase the participation 

of young voters. He said a 
friend of his, a conserva-
tive secretary of state in 
Louisiana, had sent a letter 
to Minnesota lawmakers 
touting the change, which 
that southern state had 
implemented some years 
earlier. 

“All of these reforms, 
they are non-partisan in 
origin and in effect,” said 
Simon. They have been 
implemented in red states 
and blue states.”

Other changes to the 
law include:

  Restoring voting 
rights to offenders once 
they have been released 
from a correctional facil-
ity, assuming they meet 
all the other qualifications 
for voting. He said studies 

have shown that offenders 
are less likely to reoffend 
if they’re given more of 
a political voice, such as 
through voting.

  Allowing voters 
to sign up for permanent 
absentee balloting. In the 
past, voters have had to 
apply for each election. 

 Adding protections 
for election workers to 
provide greater protection 
against harassment.

Simon said he expects 
that the changes will con-
tinue to provide Minnesota 
an edge in voter turnout, 
compared to other states. 

Simon said the new 
laws are an effort to balance 
the right of access for voters 
with the need for voting 
security and he thinks 

Minnesota has gotten that 
balance right. “I think 
the high voter turnout in 
Minnesota is evidence 
of a high level of confi-
dence,” he said, even while 
acknowledging the impact 
of misinformation about 
election security voiced by 
some political actors. 
Meetings on 
Vermilion Reservation

While Simon was 
on the Mesabi Range on 
Tuesday, he was in the 
Lake Vermilion area on 
Wednesday, where he met 
with union pipefitters at 
Fortune Bay as well as 
with the Bois Forte Tribal 
Council. 

Simon was talking to 
tribal leaders about changes 
in absentee voting loca-

tions that should make it 
easier for band members 
to vote. They were also 
set to discuss the theme 
of next year’s Minnesota 
Legislative Manual, which 
is produced every biennium 
by the Secretary of State’s 
office. Simon said the theme 
of next year’s book will be 
a recognition of the 100th 
anniversary of passage of 
the Indian Citizenship Act 
by Congress. That federal 
law recognized all Native 
Americans born in the U.S. 
as rightful citizens. The act, 
however, did not provide 
a right to vote, which was 
governed by state laws. 
Some states continued to 
prohibit Native Americans 
from voting as late as 1957. 

Simon will also be con-

sulting with tribal officials 
on planned changes to the 
state seal of Minnesota, 
which is under the jurisdic-
tion of Simon’s office. The 
state seal has been widely 
criticized for its depic-
tion of Native Americans, 
however Simon said not all 
tribal officials feel the same 
way about the issue. 

In the recent legislative 
session, lawmakers estab-
lished a commission to look 
at a redesign of the state 
seal to bring it more in line 
with modern sensibilities. 
“The seal could stand some 
significant modernization,” 
said Simon. “I’ve been 
consulting with all the tribal 
governments on that issue.”

posed to have four gateway 
visitor centers at Ash River, 
Kabetogama, Rainy Lake, 
and Crane Lake. While the 
first three came to fruition, 
Crane Lake’s never made it 
off the drawing board, until 
now. Local proponents 
have been persistent in 
pursuing a visitor center, 
but it has only been in recent 
years that park officials 
have given the project full 
support.

The visitor center will 
include a visitor entrance 
area, theater, meeting room, 
gift shop, restrooms with 
showers, and will include 
exhibit space for native 
wildlife and staff offices. 
The center will be con-
structed on a recently 
purchased 29-acre parcel 
of land that formerly 
housed Borderland Resort.  
Crane Lake Township 
received $950,000 from the 
Environmental and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund to 
purchase the property. 
The site will also include a 

full-service campground, a 
new Department of Natural 
Resources boat landing, 
upgraded access roads, a 
modern playground and 
necessary infrastructure 
including water, sewer and 
electrical service.

While the center is 
designed to serve the park, 
the center is being built with 
state and local resources. 
In the recently complet-
ed Minnesota legislative 
session, the environment, 

natural resources, climate, 
and energy finance and 
policy bill signed by Gov. 
Tim Walz included allo-
cations of $1.9 million 
and $3.1 million for the 
project. Additional funding 
commitments have been 
obtained from the Iron 
Range Resource and 
Rehabilitation Board and 
other sources, bringing 
the total commitments to 
around $6 million. The 
township has also secured 

state park road account 
funding of $557,000 and 
$250,000 from IRRRB to 
improve Bayside Dr. from 
Handberg Rd. to the Waters 
Edge public water access 
point.

The facilities will be 
owned by Crane Lake 
and leased by Voyaguers 
Nat ional  Park.  VNP 
Supe r in t enden t  Bob 
DeGross has confirmed 
regional and national level 
approval of the arrange-

ment, which is similar in 
concept to one the NPS has 
at Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal National Historical 
Park in Maryland.

Creating the exhibit 
space in the center is 
a partnership between 
VNP, the park’s official 
philanthropic partner, the 
Voyageurs Conservancy, 
the U.S. Forest Service 
and Native Skywatchers 
Design LLC. The Native 
Skywatchers initiative 
seeks to remember and 
revitalize Indigenous star 
and earth knowledge. The 
overarching goal of Native 
Skywatchers is to com-
municate the knowledge 
that Indigenous people 
traditionally practiced in a 
sustainable way of living 

and sustainable engineer-
ing through a living and 
participatory relationship 
with the above and below, 
sky and earth.

The exhibits will rein-
force VNP’s designation as 
an International Dark Sky 
Park by emphasizing dark 
sky education and intercon-
nected waters. Additional 
exhibits will focus on 
reg iona l  Ind igenous 
history, an overview of 
VNP, and information 
about other area recreation-
al opportunities includ-
ing the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness and 
Quetico Provincial Park.

The Park Service has 
indicated it anticipates the 
facility will be ready to 
lease next summer. The 
Timberjay attempted to 
contact Crane Lake Town 
Board Chairman Jerry 
Pohlman for this article but 
was unsuccessful by press 
time on Wednesday.

Left: An artist’s 
rendition of the 
planned new 
Voyageurs National 
Park Visitors Center 
at Crane Lake. 



COOK- A well-uti-
lized free summer food 
program for children is 
back again at the Cook 
Public Library and in a 
dozen other Iron Range 
communities, but a change 
in how the meals are dis-
tributed has caused some 
frustrations among those 
who participated last year.

Meet Up and Chow 
Down, sponsored by the 
United Way of Northeastern 
Minnesota (UWNEMN), 
is offering free lunches 
to children 0-18 through 
Aug. 31. Volunteers and 
UWNEMN staff hand 
out bag lunches to chil-
dren from noon to 1 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday 
each week, rain or shine. On 
Thursdays, they pass out 
Summer Buddy Backpacks 
filled with food for break-
fast, lunch and dinner for 
the weekends.

“The Iron Range is 
passionate about keeping 
our local children fed,” 
said UWNEMN Executive 
Director Erin Shay. “We 
are so grateful for the 
community support that’s 
allowed us to not only 
expand Meet Up and Chow 
Down to offer more loca-
tions but also to create 
and grow Summer Buddy 
Backpacks. These two 
programs make a perfect 
partnership to keep local 
children from going hungry 
over the summer.”

The meals are made 
free to the public with 
funding from the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and 
Minnesota Department 
of Education (MDE)’s 
Summer Food Service 
Program.

For the past two years, 
distancing guidelines asso-
ciated with the COVID 
pandemic meant that reg-
ulations were modified to 
allow families to take the 
meals away from the site 
where they were being 
served. Now that the pan-
demic emergency has been 
lifted, USDA and MDE 
have reinstated the guide-
lines requiring that Meet Up 
and Chow Down lunches 
must be eaten on-site, and 
that’s a source of frustration 
for many.

“The on-site meal 
requirement has always 

been a component of this 
program,” Shay said. “An 
exception was made in 
the last two years due 
to the social distancing 
guidelines of the pandem-
ic. USDA and MDE this 
year re-instated the on-site 
requirement and are strictly 
enforcing it in the wake of 
a Twin Cities-based fraud 
case in which individuals 
allegedly misappropriated 
$250 million in funds meant 
to feed children.”

“While we empathize 
with the frustration sur-
rounding this re-instated 
requirement, we hope this 
provides some context 
and understanding,” Shay 
continued. “Furthermore, 
we ask families remember 
to be kind to the volunteers 
who are giving of their 
limited summer hours to 
hand out these meals out 
of the goodness of their 
hearts and care for our local 
children. They do not make 
the rules for the program; 
nor do we.”

Shay has also heard 
from some communities 

where UWNEMN doesn’t 
have a Meet Up and Chow 
Down site.

“If you are wondering 
why your community is not 
listed as a site, it is either 
because we were unable 
to secure a site, kitchen, 
and/or enough volunteers 
for your community – or 
because we have not yet 
begun the outreach process 

to find a site, kitchen, and 
volunteers. Every site must 
go through a lengthy state 
approval process so we 
only have the ability to add 
a couple of new sites each 
summer. If you are commit-
ted to bringing this program 
to your community next 
year, reach out to us now 
to start the process.”

REGIONAL- Most 
everyone knows a tinker-
er, someone who for the 
sheer challenge or pursuit 
of savings loves diving 
into broken things to try 
to repair them. And when 
it comes to a wide array of 
products that rely on digital 
electronics to function, 
the Minnesota Legislature 
has given both amateur 
hobbyists and professional 
independent repair shops a 
new tool for their toolboxes 
– the nation’s most compre-
hensive right-to-repair law, 
the Digital Fair Repair Act.

Right-to-repair is a 
movement that has grown 
right along with technology 
as manufacturers of elec-
tronic equipment such as 
smartphones, tablets, tele-
visions, washing machines, 
refrigerators, smart home 
devices, smart watches, 
electronic toys, small appli-
ances and more have made 
it increasingly more diffi-
cult for consumers to get 
those products repaired 
outside of a manufacturer’s 
authorized shop.

Consumers and inde-
pendent repair shops have 
been unable to get needed 
software and code, doc-

umentation, parts, and 
tools from manufacturers 
who have deemed them 
proprietary. The impact on 
consumers seeking needed 
repairs has been more 
burdensome in Greater 
Minnesota, where manu-
facturer-authorized repair 
shops are far scarcer than 
in the state’s metropolitan 
areas. And in some instanc-
es, manufacturers have 
refused to repair products 
at all, forcing consumers to 
throw them away and buy 
new ones.

But beginning July 
1, manufacturers will be 
required to provide those 
things they have kept to 
themselves to third-par-
ty shops and equipment 
owners, which will likely 
lower the costs of equip-
ment repairs. And the bill 
requires that manufactur-
ers must make repair and 
service documentation 
freely available, most likely 
in the form of digital doc-
uments made available for 
download from the internet.

The measure, co-spon-
sored by Rep. Peter Fischer, 
DFL-Maplewood and 
Sen. Ann Johnson, DFL-
Wayzata, was reportedly 
based on model legisla-
tion drafted by Consumer 

Reports, a longtime advo-
cate of right-to-repair. 
CR Policy Analyst Laurel 
Lehman praised the passage 
of the bill.

“The Digital Fair 
Repair Act will ensure 
that Minnesotans have the 
ability to exercise their full 
traditional rights of own-
ership over products they 
purchase, including the 
right to get those products 
repaired,” she said. “We are 
thrilled that Minnesota is 
taking such a strong stance 
for consumers, and this 
offers a powerful model for 
other states and Congress 
to follow.”

Unsurprisingly, con-
sumer groups, manufactur-
ers and related associations, 
and other states have had 
their eyes and lobbying 
efforts focused on the 
Minnesota legislation.

The Association of 
Recycling Managers, 
a nonprofit that brings 
together city, county, and 
state recycling staff, wrote 
a letter supporting the bill 
when it was being consid-
ered in committee.

“Reusing and repairing 
items rather than buying 
new is essential for the 
cities and counties that 
make up ARM to meet 

our waste reduction and 
diversion goals,” wrote 
ARM chair Laura Horner. 
“While right to repair may 
be an issue primarily of 
smartphones and laptops 
now, it will quickly become 
a greater issue throughout 
our homes as more and 
more consumer goods 
incorporate electronics 
into their designs. We 
know that most modern 
repairs involve electronic 
components: any product 
that can have embedded 
electronics, will most likely 
have embedded electronics.  
Repairing those electronics 
requires information, parts, 
and other specifications 
related to the digital repair 
from the product design-
ers.”

On the other side is a 
coalition of 18 organiza-
tions representing various 
manufacturing sectors, 
who have argued that 
surrendering their control 
over repairs would jeopar-
dize consumer safety and 
security.

“One of our chief con-
cerns with this legislation is 
its potential to weaken the 
privacy and security fea-
tures of various electronic 
products,” they wrote. They 
warned that circumventing 

authorized repair networks 
would take repairs out of the 
hands of people “properly 
trained in the necessary 
skills to safely and reliably 
repair electronic products,” 
noting that “some types of 
repairs can be extreme-
ly detailed, complicated, 
and dangerous to anyone 
without proper training.” 
They cited lithium-ion 
batteries as a potentially 
hazardous item that if 
mishandled “can overheat 
and experience thermal 
runaway, igniting the cell’s 
internal materials and forc-
ibly expelling burning 
contents, resulting in fires, 
explosions, serious injuries 
and even death.”

W h i l e  c o n s u m e r 
advocates eventually won 
the battle for electronics 
items, some manufac-
turing sectors managed 
to carve out exceptions, 
including ones for motor 
vehicles, including ATVs, 
farm equipment, medical 
devices, cybersecurity 
tools, and video game 
consoles.

Farmers, with a culture 
of self-sufficiency, were 
among the first in the 

country to jump on the 
right-to-repair bandwagon. 
Requiring farmers to take 
their expensive equipment 
off the field and transport 
them to a dealer or wait in 
line for a field service call 
could negatively impact 
production at critical plant-
ing and harvest times. 
Many simple parts, such 
as light bulbs, have been 
integrated into the software 
systems of farm equipment 
and can only be repaired by 
an authorized dealer.

However, “green” 
owners, those with John 
Deere equipment, got 
welcome news in January 
when  the  Amer ican 
Farm Bureau Federation 
announced a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
ag manufacturer to make 
materials such as manuals 
and on-board diagnostics 
available to farmers and 
independent repair shops 
in a reasonable and timely 
manner. New Holland and 
Case IH followed suit in 
March.

Critics note, however, 
that unlike the Minnesota 
law, the agreements aren’t 
enforceable.
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Minnesota enacts landmark right-to-repair law

FIGHTING HUNGER

Free summer meals for kids offered in Cook

Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common 
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to 
create an individual program to address your 
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well 
Physical Therapy can help you restore your 
mobility and live your best life.

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 
1500 LT Crew Cab 4x4 
......$55,705MSRP

SALE PRICE
$52,106

Father’s Day Deals!Father’s Day Deals!

Take up to an additional $4,000 OFF with Chevrolet Loyalty* 
and Trade-in Bonus Cash.**

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 
1500 LT Double Cab 4x4 

......$51,445MSRP

SALE PRICE
$47,365

Take up to an additional $4,000 OFF with Chevrolet Loyalty* 
and Trade-in Bonus Cash.**

2023 Chevrolet Camaro
SS Convertible

......$52,370MSRP

SALE PRICE
 $51,620

*Must currently own a 2009 or newer Chevrolet passenger car or truck, 
or lease a 2018 or newer Chevrolet passenger car or truck to qualify 

for $2,500 Loyalty. **Must currently own and trade-in a 2009 or newer 
passenger car or truck to qualify for $1,500 Trade-in Bonus Cash.

Opening...
Friday, June 16

4-6 PM

at the Train Depot
in Tower

Frank John Brula, 
age 86, of Babbitt, MN

passed away on April 25, 2023. 
His funeral mass will be held 

at 10 AM on 
Saturday, July 1st at 

St. Martin’s Catholic Church, 
Tower, MN.

Burial will be at Lakeview 
Cemetery in Tower.

Arrangements are by Landmark 
Funeral Home, Virginia, MN.

Learn More, Become A Member 

@mnfarmersunion

A CONVERSATION ABOUT 
CLIMATE & AGRICULTURE

Businesses, policymakers, and the public are looking to
agriculture for climate solutions. We want to hear from you
about recent climate policies, programs, and investments!

June 20, 2023
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Cook Community Center 
510 Gopher Dr, Cook, MN

Free and open to the public! PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

 www.timberjay.com
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Fall Classes
start August 21

 - Affordable Education
- On Campus Housing

APPLY TODAYAPPLY TODAY
MinnesotaNorth.edu • MinnesotaNorth.edu • 218-235-2191218-235-2191

A Member of Minnesota State

• Veterinary Science
• Liberal Arts
• Natural Resources & Water Management
• Business
• Law Enforcement
• Emergency Services
• Outdoor Recreation & Wilderness

ELY- The Ely School Board 
quietly approved the class 
schedules for the next school 
year, without the unhappy com-
mentary they experienced last 
month. 

Teachers and parents both 
had a handful of days to react to 
the proposed schedule present-
ed at the May 22 meeting and it 
contained several surprises. The 
changes included a self-con-
tained sixth grade, which ap-
peared to be a change from the 
current departmental teaching 
model. Other surprises included 
trimming both the gifted pro-
gram and the number of science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) classes. 

At the June 12 meeting, the 
middle and high school princi-
pal, Jeff Carey, and the superin-
tendent, Anne Oelke, explained 
to the board how they worked 
to resolve the issues brought up 
at the previous meeting, most-
ly through meetings and infor-
mation sent home to parents to 
explain the district’s goals and 
concerns for the sixth grade, 
STEM, and gifted classes.

“We sat down with those 
concerned with the sixth grade 
and worked out a good com-
promise,” Carey said. “We met 
goals and people appear to be 
happy with what we worked out. 
Our core academics are all in the 
morning.”

Oelke added, “We’re mov-
ing in the right direction, and 
I believe we achieved a better 

transition (from elementary to 
higher grades) for sixth grade 
… We sent home a better expla-
nation of what we were trying 
to accomplish and what is all 
means.”

Oelke discussed how “not 
having (better information) left 
people upset” and that short 
lead times for communication 
left district stakeholders sur-
prised by topics that appeared 
on the school board agenda. 
Oelke remarked that from an 
administrative and school board 
member perspective, “If it’s on 
the agenda, it’s already been 
talked about.” While that may 
have sufficed for the board and 
administrators, it left others 
concerned with the upcoming 
school year.

The resolution of the sched-
uling and curriculum concerns 
led Oelke to segue to the dis-
trict’s efforts to prevent future 
misunderstandings and miscom-
munications. “We are working 
on the district’s communication 
plan,” Oelke explained, “and are 
gathering names for the com-
mittee (to create the plan), so 
that we hit the ground running 
in July,” when it first meets.

2023-2024 budget
The school board approved 

the budget for the upcoming 
school year, with projected 
revenues across all funds of 
$10,132,171, an increase of 
6.3 percent, and projected ex-
penditures across all funds of 
$9,959,197, an increase of 4.7 
percent. Approximately four-
fifths of the budget is allocat-

ed to the general fund, out of 
which most operating expenses 
like teacher salaries, are paid. 
A tenth of the budget is taken 
up by the district’s debt ser-
vice fund, which is just over 
$1 million per year. The rest of 
the budget is allocated to the 
capital assets/expenditure, food 
service, community education, 
building and construction, and 
scholarship funds.

The budget was assembled 
assuming 20 incoming kinder-
garten students and a total en-
rollment of 515 K-12 students, 
which is an increase of five 
students from the 2022-23 bud-
geted enrollment. The budget 
made reasonable expenditure 
estimates over increases in sal-
aries, benefits, state-mandated 
unemployment expenditures, in-
flation in utilities and fuel costs, 
the purchase of a new van, and 
staffing reductions of two full-
time teachers.

In a pre-recorded presen-
tation, district business man-
ager Spencer Aune noted that 
the food service budget is still 
unclear given the new state re-
quirement for free school lunch-
es for all students. “We still 
don’t know how this will work,” 
Aune remarked.

Revenue estimates were 
based on a four-percent increase 
in basic state aid, now at $7,138 
per pupil, plus $205,000 in ad-
ditional special education funds, 
an increase in basic skills rev-
enue, and $270,567 for the last 
year of federal ESSER III funds.

The projected fund balance 
at the end of the 2023-24 school 

is estimated to be $1,258,959, 
which is 15.2 percent of the dis-
trict’s general operating expens-
es.

“Frankly, with the changes 
made by the Legislature, I ex-
pected a lot of things to come up 
in the red,” commented school 
board member Tony Colarich. 
“I think it says a lot about our 
(business) staff that it did not.”

Other business
In other business, the school 

board:
 Will send a letter of con-

gratulations to Kaylin Visser for 
her achievements with discus.

 Granted tenure upon 
the completion to Jeff Carey, 
6-12 Principal; Elyssa Erick-
son, teacher; and Heidi Omerza, 
teacher.

 Approved the quote from 
Pan-O-Gold Baking Co. of St. 
Cloud for the district’s bread 
products for the 2023-2024 
school year and the quote from 
Prairie Farms of Woodbury, for 
the district’s milk products for 
the 2023-2024 school year. 

 Approved the quote sub-
mitted by Superior Fuel for 
tanker propane supply for the 
period of July 1, 2023, to June 
30, 2024, of $1.0225/gallon.

 Approved the quote sub-
mitted by Superior Fuel for bob-
tail propane supply for the peri-
od of July 1, 2023, to June 30, 
2024, of $1.599/gallon.

 Approved the quote from 
Phil Hegfors & Sons Construc-
tion for the district’s snowplow-
ing and snow removal needs for 
the 2023-2024 school year. This 
was the only quote received.

 Approved Minnesota 
School Boards Association fees 
for July 1, 2023 through June 
30, 2024, of  $6,294; Minne-
sota Rural Education Associa-
tion dues for 2023-2024 in the 
amount of $1,652; and 2023-
2024 annual premiums submit-
ted by Vaaler Insurance in the 
amount of $158,439.

 Approved the revised 
Washington Elementary sched-
ule for the 2023-2024 school 
year.

 Hired Warren Carlson for 
the full-time Special Mainte-
nance position, effective May 8.

 Accepted the resigna-
tions of Kaycee Gantt and Cathy 
Braun from their paraprofes-
sional positions and the resigna-
tion of Amy Kingsley as junior 
class advisor, which includes 
advising on the junior banquet, 
effective June 5.

 Cancelled the June 26 
study session for the school 
board.

 Accepted a $100 dona-
tion from the Kiwanis Club for 
the fourth and fifth grade play, a 
$350 donation from the Kiwanis 
Club for the science club, a $500 
donation from the Parent Teach-
er Organization (PTO) for ECFE 
(sic), a $3,600 donation from 
the PTO for elementary school 
field trips, and a $200 donation 
from Jayne and Daniel Dusich 
for the weight room. In addition, 
the board accepted $1,000 dona-
tions for the weight room from: 
the Touch Down Club, the Ely 
Hockey Boosters, the Ely Hoop 
Club, the Ely Basketball Asso-
ciation, the Ely Track Club, and 
the Ely Net Club.

School schedule controversy exits quietly
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

CHISHOLM- The Minne-
sota Discovery Center in part-
nership with Fairview Range, 
will host the third annual Youth 
Mental Health Night on Thurs-
day, June 22  from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the center. Youth of all 
ages and families are invited to 
attend this free event. 

“The Minnesota Discovery 
Center and Fairview Range are 
excited and ready to welcome 
back the public for another fun 
and informative event,” said 
Donna Johnson, MDC Execu-
tive Director. “Now in its third 
year, the event seems to be res-
onating with local communities 
and every year we help more 
families and area youth connect 

with the resources they need 
to lead healthy lifestyles. This 
year’s event will feature lots of 
wonderful mental wellness ven-
dors and resources for attend-
ees to explore alongside games, 
prizes, live music, food, and 
of course the popular RideMN 
BMX stunt show and new to 
this year’s event, Ride The AIR-
BAG! jump experience. We 
really have a lot of fun at the 
event, and it helps breakdown 
the stigma surrounding the top-
ic of mental health and we are 
proud of that.”   

The goal of the event is to 
connect northland families with 
local and regional mental health 
resources and education to help 

promote healthy communities 
and living strategies while di-
minishing the stigma surround-
ing mental health. Attendees 
will be able to enjoy a vendor 
Q&A for a chance to win prizes, 
food, live music, and of course 
the BMX stunt shows as they 
discover local resources at the 
event. 

Dr. Ursula Whiteside, a li-
censed clinical psychologist 
originally from Hibbing, will be 
kicking off the event at 5 p.m. 
with a live demonstration of a 
life-saving technique called the 
Ice-Drop.  The Ice-Drop is a 
powerful tool for helping others 
manage overwhelming stress 
or an emotional crisis.  Several 

local leaders will be joining her 
for the demonstration.

More than 25 vendors from 
across the area will be present.

The event will feature a 
performance by Ride Minnesota 
(RideMN) – Mega Jump Moti-
vational Experience - a BMX 
stunt show that incorporates 
narrative to help connect with 
the audience and support the 
goal of raising awareness about 
youth mental health. Addition-
ally, RideMN will be adding a 
new experience for youth at the 
event, presenting Ride The AIR-
BAG! Attendees are encouraged 
to bring their bikes and helmets 
to get a free tune up and ride 
with the pros. There will be 

two main BMX shows – one 
at 6 p.m. and one at 7:15 p.m., 
with Ride The AIRBAG oppor-
tunities at 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
We’ll end the night with the bike 
giveaways and autographs from 
RideMN.

Youth Mental Health Night 
will be held in conjunction 
with Bands, Brews, and BBQ’s 
offering a full food and bever-
age menu and live music by 
Iron Range native Mel Annala. 
Attendees will also have the 
chance to win prizes and enter 
a giveaway for four entry lev-
el youth bikes donated by Ride 
Minnesota and the Minnesota 
Discovery Center for the event. 

3rd Annual Youth Mental Health Night on June 22 at MDC
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IT’S A FINNISH THING

IT’S ALL ABOUT SAUNA

Fresh flowers to go

RECOGNITION

Local CO 
recognized for 
BWCAW rescue

New One Pine Flower Farm looking for business to blossom

Annual celebration of traditional steam bath a highlight of summer in Embarrass

ENTREPRENEURS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Above: 
Local musicians 
Amanda 
Eggebraaten 
and Rachel 
Bergstedt
performed 
during the day. 

Right: 
Attendees check 
out the new 
Kuuma sauna 
stoves made 
just up the road 
in Tower by 
Lamppa 
Manufacturing. 

See  RESCUE...pg. 2B

Ely area DNR conservation 
officer Sean Williams was 
recently recognized for his 
efforts in the rescue of a 
snowshoer in the Boundary 
Waters last February. 

EMBARRASS- Amy Vesel brought 
bouquets of her homegrown flowers 
from her yard to give to coworkers to 
brighten their office. Now that she works 
remotely from home, she has decided 
to pursue her dream, earning a living 
doing what she loves: working in her 
garden and growing flowers for her 
new business, One Pine Flower Farm. 

She began researching flower farms 
to learn what it would entail to run one 
full-time and make it financially viable. 
She also researched roadside flower 

stands in rural areas, something she now 
has at the end of her rural driveway on 
Wahlsten Rd.

After her employer moved to 
remote work, Vesel found an opportuni-
ty to spend more time in her garden and 
work towards her goal of growing and 
selling flowers as a full-time job, and, 
hopefully, a retirement plan. Vesel and 
her husband, Willy Milton, have lived 
in their Embarrass home for over twenty 
years. Originally, Vesel had only a few 
small gardens with flowers and vegeta-
bles in her front yard. Last September, 
Vesel and Milton began the laborious 
process of mowing, grading, and filling 

their backyard with dirt to prepare for 
what Vesel has now: multiple plots in 
her backyard where she can grow a wide 
array of summer flowers, perennials, 
and seasonal vegetables. 

 She has also set up a self-service 
flower stand on her property, and 
when she has flowers ready to sell, 

by JEN SHUSTER-DAHLIN
Contributing Writer

See FLOWERS...pg. 2B

ELY— A local DNR conserva-
tion officer has been recognized for 
his efforts that led to the rescue of 
an individual trapped deep inside the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area last 
February. Sean Williams, a ten-year 
veteran, responded around 3 p.m. on 
Feb. 11, when a man used his cell 
phone to report he had become trapped 
in deep snow and windfall and was 
unable to free himself. 

The man, a visitor to the area, had 
set out on snowshoes after a friend 
dropped him off by snowmobile at the 
Crab Portage. He had hoped to take 
advantage of a recent multi-day thaw, 
followed by a hard crust the morning of 
his trip, to complete a loop trip across 
Crab Lake, returning to Burntside 
Lake via Crab Creek. 

For a time, said Williams, the 
individual made rapid progress using 
small snowshoes on the crusted snow. 
But as the day wore on, and tempera-
tures rose, the conditions rapidly dete-
riorated as the man sunk deeper and 
deeper into the snow. In his first call 
to authorities, the man, who was not 
dressed or prepared for an overnight in 
the wilderness, reported he didn’t think 
he could make it out before nightfall. 
But later, as he was trying to traverse a 
boggy stretch, he fell through an area 
of windfall and became trapped by the 
snow and branches. Unable to free his 
feet from his snowshoe bindings, the 
man found himself trapped, which 
made the efforts of rescuers that much 
more critical. “He did the right thing 
by calling once he knew he wasn’t 
going to make it out,” said Williams.

Williams, who works frequently 
with the rescue squad, deployed his 
backcountry snowmobile to trans-

Right: Amy Vesel with a handful 
of flowers from her new flower 
farming operation in Embarrass. 
Follow her on Facebook to see 
when flowers are available.
photo by J. Shuster-Dahlin

Left: 
Attendees 
take an 
inside look at 
a barrel sauna 
on display and 
for sale. 

Below: 
A simple 
Finnish 
shower for 
a sauna 
without 
running water. 
Pour water 
in the bucket 
and open the 
spigot for a 
quick rinse. 

Bottom right:
A sign 
recounts the 
history of 
the Nelimark 
sauna, still 
located on 
the historic 
Embarrass 
homestead. 

photos by 
J. Summit



Wa l l e y e  f i s h i n g 
cooled off last weekend 
thanks to a solid cold front 
that dropped water temps 
10 degrees.  As a result, 
walleyes dropped to 15-25 
feet of water, just off those 
shallow flats where anglers 
were catching them just 
days before. Minnows 
really came back into play 
for anglers. Simple jig and 
minnow, worked right 
on top of those inactive 
walleye was effective. 
Pink/white, blue/white and 
gold remain popular colors 
for walleyes. Anglers have 
now started reporting wall-
eyes out on sunken islands. 

Smallmouth bass con-
tinue to be very active and 
aggressive for anglers. 
Topwater continues to 
be very popular among 
bass anglers. Ned rigs 
and in-line spinners are 
also accounting for a 
large number of bass for 
anglers. Shallow boulder 
flats, points and around 
islands, continue to be 
areas to focus efforts for 
bass. Anglers have noticed 
that crawfish are shedding 
their shells in the shallows 

right now and bass are 
focused on them. 

Panfish: Weed beds 
have developed quickly 
on area lakes and panfish 
are being found in their 
midst or on the weed 
lines. Angleworms and 
waxies, fished under a 
bobber, in those weed 
beds has been the way to 
catch sunnies. Crappies are 
being found just off weed 
lines during the day, then 
in the weed beds during the 
evening hours. Jig/twister 
or crappie minnows fished 
under a bobber has been 
very effective on crappies. 

Stream Trout: Thanks 
to the recent cool off, 
trout have come up in the 
water column and fishing 
has improved for anglers. 
Anglers fishing from shore 
have been catching trout 
with small spoons and 
spinners. Anglers fishing 
from a boat continue to 
catch good numbers of 
trout trolling small minnow 
baits behind cowbells, 
about 10-15 feet down.

C o u r t e s y 
o f  A r r o w h e a d 
Outdoors. See more at 
ArrowheadOutdoorsEly 
MN.com
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port himself and a U.S. 
Forest Service employee 
and rescue squad member 
across the Crab Portage. 
From there, the pair con-
tinued on snowshoe, fol-
lowing the visitor’s tracks 
for about three miles, 
until they found him still 
trapped. Using a shovel, 
Williams and his fellow 
rescuer were eventually 
able to extricate the man 
from his snowshoes and 
free him. They stayed with 
him as the three of them 
made the return trip back 
to Burntside, using the trail 
that was now better packed. 
Even so, said Williams, the 
individual’s small snow-
shoes proved inadequate 
for the conditions. “He was 
still post-holing regularly,” 
said Williams.

Williams said the man 
likely would have been able 
to complete his planned 
route if the conditions 

had held, but he clearly 
was not prepared for the 
changing conditions he 
encountered on the trail nor 
was he equipped to spend 
the night. 

Even with his rescue, it 
was about 6:40 p.m., after 
dark, by the time the three 
men reached Williams’ 
snowmobile. It was clear 
that without rescue, the 
trapped individual could 
well have died of exposure 
overnight. 

Williams recently 
received a plaque recogniz-
ing his lifesaving efforts. 
A ceremony honoring his 
efforts may be held later 
this year. Williams said he 
was just happy he was in 
a position to help with the 
incident and he lauded the 
all-volunteer rescue squad 
for their continuing efforts. 
“They’re a great organiza-
tion to work with,” he said. 

she sets out bouquets and 
makes an announcement 
on Facebook. Customers 
help themselves and pay 
for the flowers by leaving 
cash or check or paying 
Vesel on Venmo, an online 
payment service. She said 
she has tried this three 
times so far with bouquets 
of tulips and has been 
successful: “I have sold 
flowers in my stand three 
times so far, Mother’s 
Day weekend and then the 
following Monday.” Vesel 
has also brought her stand 
to Tower once, setting up 
shop on Main Street. “I 
have sold out every time,” 
she said.

Vesel said that before 
opening, she considered 
whether there was enough 
traffic on her rural road to 
support sales. Theft and 
vandalism are not issues 
that concern her. 

“Everything has been 
going really good with the 
stand,” said Vesel, “With 
Mother’s Day weekend, 
it was kind of crazy, 
I honestly didn’t even 
keep track of what I put 

out there and how much 
I took in to know if there 
was anything missing or 
not. We have really good 
neighbors here…we know 
all of them, and we have 
great supportive neighbors 
who help each other out, 
even though we’re rural. If 
someone sees something, 
they’ll call or give you a 
heads up.”

While Vesel has pro-
vided flowers for a few 
private events, she isn’t 
set up for wholesale yet. 
“I have left my business 
cards at several businesses 
in the area. People can 
also contact me via my 
Facebook page to ask 
about orders. I’m not 
quite set up yet, but it’s 
something I hope to do 
in the future.” She plans 
to put out her stand again 
on Father’s Day with 
bouquets of peonies. Vesel 
also brings any extra bou-
quets she has to assisted 
living facilities in the area. 

Vesel plans to be at 
the Ely and Tower Farmers 
Markets this summer, so 
prospective customers 
can look for her there. “I 

was also contacted by the 
Virginia Farmers Market 
to see if I wanted to go 
there, and I would really 
like to, but because this 
is my first year, I really 
don’t know how much 
I’m going to produce, so 
if I produce enough, I’ll 
be selling there as well,” 
she said. 

She started the seeds 
in her house in January 
and began planting at the 
beginning of May. The 
tulips and lilies are bulbs; 
everything else has been 
started from seeds. Vesel 
has planted 3,000 varieties 
with around 300 more to 
go. Flowers in her garden 
include zinnias, Bells-of-
Ireland, peonies, lilies, 
sunflowers, snapdrag-
ons, stock flowers, and 
more. She also currently 
grows various vegeta-
bles, including miniature 
pumpkins and gourds. In 
the fall, Vesel will have 
miniature kale and orna-
mental corn. She plans 
to add and remove vari-
eties based on customer 
demand. 

Vesel grew up in 
Soudan and attended 
college in St. Cloud, 
where she received an 
Associate of Arts degree 
with an emphasis on 
business. After working 
in Alaska for a while, she 
moved to Embarrass with 

her husband. Gardening 
and working with flowers 
is a life-long interest for 
Vesel. She was taught 
how by her parents and 
grandparents, with whom 
she gardened throughout 
her childhood. And her 
favorite flower? 

“ P e o n i e s … a n y 
color.”

Vesel has several 
plots on her property and 
manages them primarily 
by herself, with assistance 
from her husband.

 “(My husband) really 
helped me get everything 
set up. He got his friend 
here to help clear the 
land; if I tell him I need 
something, we go shop-
ping together…he didn’t 
care that our dining room 
was full of dirt all winter 
long. He helps me cover 
the plants when there is 
frost. My kids come out (to 
help) occasionally.” She 
said she has spent 20-25 
hours per week working 
on planting, weeding, 
watering, and transplant-
ing in the past month. She 
expects a few weeks of 
downtime before most of 
her gardens bloom. 

“Once everything 
starts blooming, there 
will be a lot of cutting and 
arranging, but that will be 
the really fun part. I like 
to play in the dirt…the 
cutting and arranging will 
be my favorite part.”

Vesel posts updates 
on her Facebook page 
when she sells out, so 
customers don’t have 
to make the drive to 
Embarrass if unnecessary. 
She plans to be at the Ely 
Farmers Market by the 
end of June. She can be 
reached at onepineflow-
erfarms@outlook.com or 
on Facebook @onepine-
flowerfarm. 

Fishing reports

Ely area

PET
FOOD

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
 (CLOSED TUESDAYS)

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

Left: Just some of 
the many large flower 
beds at One Pine 
Flower Farm in 
Embarrass. It’s still 
early season and 
many of the flowers 
aren’t yet in bloom. 
photo by J. Shuster-Dahlin

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
06/05     88     60     0.00    
06/06     78     53     0.00     
06/07     68     49     0.00    
06/08     72     36     0.00    
06/09     75     37     0.00     
06/10     79     48     0.09     
06/11     61     32     0.00  
YTD Total       8.82    

06/05     75     52     0.00    
06/06     72     57     0.00     
06/07     68     48     0.00    
06/08     72     39     0.00    
06/09     70     50     0.00     
06/10     77     46     0.00     
06/11     70     52     0.00                           
YTD Total                 NA    

06/05     86     58     0.00    
06/06     78     60     0.00     
06/07     81     53     0.00    
06/08     74     45     0.00    
06/09     72     46     0.00     
06/10     80     48     0.01     
06/11     62     42     0.00          
YTD Total       6.03          

06/05     87     47     0.00    
06/06     76     43     0.00     
06/07     61     45     0.00    
06/08     72     35     0.06    
06/09     75     38     0.00     
06/10     80     52     0.02     
06/11     60     24     0.00     
YTD Total      8.20     

06/05     87     60     0.00    
06/06     79     56     0.00     
06/07     67     50     0.00    
06/08     73     37     0.00    
06/09     75     40     0.00     
06/10     80     50     0.12     
06/11     62     32     0.00   
YTD Total                7.49    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
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James F. Charles
James Frederick 

“Jim” Charles, 100, for-
merly of Tower, passed 
away on Monday, June 
5, 2023, at Lake Min-
netonka Shores Assisted 
Living in Spring Park. 
A funeral service will be 
held at 12 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 19 at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in 
Tower with Pastor Liz 
Cheney officiating. Vis-
itation will be for two 
hours prior to the service 
at the church. A lunch 
will follow the service. 
Burial will be at Fort 
Snelling National Cem-
etery in Minneapolis at 
12:45 p.m. on Friday, 
August 11. Meet at As-
sembly Area 6. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials 
are preferred to Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in 
Tower. Arrangements are 
with Landmark Funeral 
Home in Virginia. 

Jim was born on May 
5, 1923, in Minneapolis, 
and graduated from West 
High School in 1941. 
He was a member of the 
Civilian Conservation 
Corps at Camp 702 at 
Bena, and was proud of 
the many Norway pines 
he planted in that area.

He enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy in November 
1942, with duty in the 
Atlantic Theater of Op-
erations. Jim was also a 
Plank Owner on the Car-
rier FDR, serving as an 
Aviation Ordnanceman 
2nd class, and was dis-
charged in May 1946. 
He immediately enlisted 
in the active Naval Re-
serve, where he served 
for an additional eight 
years.

Jim worked a short 
time for Minneapolis 
Honeywell and Northern 
States Power, and attend-
ed the University of Min-
nesota in Wildlife Man-
agement.  He worked 
summer jobs in Itasca 
State Park as a lifeguard, 
and worked two sum-
mers for the Conser-
vation Dept., sounding 
lakes and mapping depth 
maps. Many of the lakes 
he sounded and mapped 

are still in effect today, 
with many in Northeast-
ern Minnesota, includ-
ing Snowbank Lake, 
Crane Lake and Bear 
Island Lake.

He married the for-
mer Margaret Elizabeth 
“Betty” Wels in 1948 
at Brainerd.  He started 
work in the Minnesota 
Fisheries Dept. in June 
1952 in Grand Rapids, 
and then transferred 

to Winton as a Game 
Refuge Patrolman. He 
worked and patrolled the 
Superior Game Refuge 
(now the BWCAW) for 
four years by canoe and 
snowshoes. Winter work 
consisted of trapping 
predators, mainly timber 
wolves, and he became 
quite proficient at it. In 
1956, Jim transferred to 
the Game Warden Ser-
vice, was stationed at 
Littlefork, and was a 
member of the Volun-
teer Fire Dept. After four 
years, he transferred to 
Tower in August 1960.  

He started the Fire-
arm Safety program in 
Littlefork and continued 
the program in Tower. 
He spent the remainder 
of his career in Tower. 
He retired in 1982 with 
31 years in the MN DNR.

He was active in the 
American Legion with 
over 60 years as a mem-
ber, was Commander for 
two years in Tower from 
1962-64, and had been 
a member of the Tower 
VFW and Babbitt VFW 
Post 1539.  Jim was a 
member of the MN Con-
servation Officers Pistol 
Team, and won many 
trophies for shooting. He 
was also a member of the 
Tower Bank Trapshoot-
ing Team which won first 
place for several years at 
the Ely Trap Range.

For several years 
he guided canoe parties 
in Quetico Park and the 
BWCA. During his spare 
time, he loved canoeing 
and spending time in the 
wilderness area. He was 
a member of the Tower 
Masonic Lodge for many 
years, was a member 
of the NRA for several 
years, and was active in 
supporting the Second 
Amendment.

Jim married the for-
mer Shirley Anderson in 
Mt. Iron in 1982 shortly 
before retirement, and 
spent his remaining years 
on Lake Vermilion.

He was a director 
of the Lake Vermilion 
Sportsmen’s Club for 
several years and was a 
Senior Warden for sev-

eral years at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in 
Tower. Jim was an ardent 
hunter and fisherman, 
especially waterfowl 
and trout fishing, and 
was a longtime member 
of Ducks Unlimited. He 
also enjoyed downhill 
and cross-country skiing, 
and skied in several ski 
races between Ely, Tow-
er and Bear Head Lake. 
He also competed in sev-
eral ski jumping contests 
in the Twin Cities as a 
teenager.

Jim was a life mem-
ber of the MN Police and 
Peace Officers Associa-
tion, and also of the Ar-
rowhead Police Officers 
Association. Along with 
DNR Fisheries person-
nel, he planted the first 
lake trout in Trout Lake 
in the early 1960s with 
the help of Bill Gruben.

Jim is survived by 
his son, James E. Charles 
of Alexandria; daugh-
ter, Wendy K. Charles 
of Minneapolis; grand-
children, Dallas (Holea) 
Charles, Samantha (Grif-
fin) Runge and Levi 
Charles of Alexandria 
and Elizabeth and Karla 
Villanueva of the Twin 
Cities; great-grandchil-
dren, Abel and Myla 
Charles; stepchildren, 
Bruce (Ann) Anderson, 
Jackie (Mike) Unre-
in and Gerry (Cheryl) 
Anderson; and many 
step-grandchildren and 
step-great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
James K. and Genevieve 
B. Charles; first wife, 
Betty Wels Charles; sec-
ond wife, Shirley Ander-
son Charles; grandson, 
Cody Charles; stepchil-
dren, Rick Anderson 
and Carol Anderson; and 
dear cousins, John Scholl 
and Lucille Tellett.

Kathryn M. Brown
Kathryn Marie Eich 

Brown, 77, of Vermilion 
River in South Buyck, en-
tered her heavenly home 
of eternal rest and peace 
on Friday, June 9, 2023. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Thursday, June 
15 at Holy Cross Catho-
lic Church in Orr, with a 
lunch immediately after the 
service at the church and 
a reception at the Legion 
Hall in Orr from 5-7 p.m. 
Arrangements were with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

She is survived by her 
husband, Jerry; sons, Russ, 
Dan (Staci) and Jason (Hei-
di); five grandchildren; 

sister, Sharon (Arnie) Kro-
eger; brother, Gene (Mar-
lene) Eich; and many neph-
ews, nieces and friends.

Kenneth R. Bruce
Kenneth Russell Bruce, 

72, longtime resident of 
Tower, died peacefully 
at his home on Monday, 
Jan. 2, 2023. A memorial 
service is planned for 11 
a.m. on Friday, June 23 at 
Bauman Vermilion Funer-
al Home Chapel in Tower, 
with visitation for one hour 
prior to the service. Pastor 
Liz Cheney will officiate. 
Burial will be at Lakeview 
Cemetery in Tower.

Ken was born on June 
14, 1950, in Chicago, Ill., 
and his family moved to 
Tower in 1972 where they 
operated the Tower-Soudan 
IGA grocery store for many 
years. Ken met the love of 
his life, JeriLynn Hornt-
vedt, when she came to 
teach at the Tower-Soudan 
School in 1971. They were 
married on June 22, 1974, at 
Wabanica Lutheran Church 
in Baudette. They lived in 
a cabin on Isle of Pines in 
the summers and served as 
caretakers for Westhaven 
Lodge in the winters, be-
fore building a permanent 
home on the island in 1999.

Ken is survived by an 
aunt, Delores Bruce Teplar 
of Henderson, Nev.; sis-
ter-in-law, Lois (George) 
Widman of Crookston; 
brother-in-law, Ken (Jody) 
Horntvedt of Baudette; four 
nieces and nephews; and 
several cousins.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, JeriLynn 
(2019); parents, Russell 
(1985) and Marcella (1980) 
Bruce; sister, Karen Pecha 
(2015); and brother-in-law, 
Tony Pecha (2021).

Carol J. Pohto
Carol Jean Lehtinen 

Pohto, 79, of Cook, passed 

away peacefully on Sun-
day, June 11, 2023, after a 
valiant fight with cancer. A 
celebration of life will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 22 at the Cook Com-
munity Center. Visitation 
will be held one hour prior 
to the service. Lunch and 
burial will follow. Arrange-
ments are with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home of Cook.

She is survived by her 
children, Shelly Gwash 
(Kevin), Guy Pohto, Cin-
dy Aune (Donald), Brad 
Pohto (Peggy), Mark Pohto 
(Jean), Lisa Kirk, Grant 
Pohto (Sheila) and Mike 
Novak (Judy); sister, Mary 
Ann Backman; 20 grand-
children; 19 great-grand-
children with one on the 
way; one great-great-grand-
child; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

James M. Belehar 
James Michael “Jim” 

Belehar, 72, passed away at 
his home on Everett Lake 
on Friday, June 9, 2023, 
after a brief illness, with 
his family by his side. A 
celebration of life will be 
held on Friday, June 16 at 
Semer’s Park Pavilion in 
Ely from 2-7-ish p.m. Light 
refreshments will be pro-
vided. Please bring a story 
to tell, the more colorful the 
better.

Jim was born to Joseph 
and Rose Belehar on Dec. 
24, 1950, in Ely. He at-
tended Ely Memorial High 
School and graduated in 
1969. After graduating, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and served two tours in 
Vietnam. Upon his return, 
he ended up enrolling in 
vocational school in Staples 
for mechanics. He also at-
tended Vermilion Commu-
nity College. Jim worked 
a variety of jobs through-
out his entire life - mining, 
carpentry, bartending, some 
unknown and maybe not 
entirely legal enterprises - 
but his most recent endeav-
or was Jim’s Hardwood 
Floors, leading him to sand 
and refinish many floors in 
the Ely area.

Jim was an active 

member of the VFW Post 
2717, serving as Com-
mander at one point. He felt 
a special duty and privilege 
to be a member of the Hon-
or Guard. Jim was known 
for his bawdy sense of hu-
mor, infectious laugh, gen-
erous nature, and extensive 
vocabulary, most of which 
is unfit to print.

Jim is survived by 
his wife and partner of 20 
years, Mary Pat O’Hallo-
ran; sons, Jeramie (Sandy 
Thrasher) of Arizona and 
Shane (Bailey) of Ely; step-
son, Tom; granddaughter, 
Chelsea; grandsons, Bren-
nan and Everett; and broth-
er, Joel (Kathy) of Hibbing. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; and 
daughter, Amanda.

Todd J. Majeski 
Todd Joseph Majeski, 

61, of Angora, passed away 
on Tuesday, June 6, 2023. A 
private family burial will be 
held on Saturday, June 17 
followed by a reception at 1 
p.m. for family and friends 
at Kristin and Todd’s home. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

He is survived by his 
wife of almost 40 years, 
Kristen Billington Majes-
ki; first son, Joseph (Mat-
tie) Majeski, granddaugh-
ter Rowen and grandson 
Finley, all of New Hamp-
shire; second son, Jona-
than Majeski of Tennessee; 
third son, Jacob (Taylor) 
Majeski of Tennessee;  best 
buds, Bill (Jakie) Billing-
ton, Wendell (Jeanine) 
Rutchasky and Timothy/
Dudley (Lois) Reing; very 
supportive in-laws, Dan 
(Laura) Zika along with 
parents-in-law, Roger 
(Donna) Billington; numer-
ous cousins, nephews, niec-
es and friends. 

Charles M. Street Jr. 
Charles Marvin Street 

Jr., 87, longtime resident 
of Beatty Township-Cook, 
entered his eternal home 
on Tuesday, June 6, 2023. 
A funeral service was held 
on Saturday, June 10 at 
Lakeland Baptist Church in 
Gilbert. Arrangements were 
with Mlaker Funeral Home 
of Cook.

He is survived by his 
wife, Marjorie Obr Street; 
children, Shane and Clint 
(Becky); grandchildren, 
Tyler, Jared and Brady; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Greyson, Paisley and So-
phia; and several nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.
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COOK’S ANNUAL
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Alango Township
American Legion Servicemens
   Club
Angora Township
Auto Value - Cook
Auto Value - Virginia
B. I. C. Realty
Bell Bank “Pay It Forward”
C&B Warehouse (Cook Short Stop)
City of Cook
Cook Building Center
Cook Chamber of Commerce
Cook Hospital & Care Center
Cook Lions Club
Cook News Herald
Cook Optical
Cook Timberwolves Snowmobile
   Club
Disability Specialists
Dream Weaver Salon
First National Bank
Five Seasons Sports
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Franks Pharmacy
Friends of the Parks
Hancock Fabrication, Inc.
Hill Wood Products, Inc.
Homestead Mills
KGM Contractors, Inc.
L & M - Virginia
Lake Country Power
Lake Vermilion Resort & Tourism
   Association
Little Blessings Gift Shop & 
  Beauty Bar
Ludlow’s Island Resort
Lundgren Ford/Lincoln
Manick Docks & Recreation
Martinson Electric
Marty’s Heating & Air 
  Conditioning LLC

Melgeorge’s Lodge & Resort
Mesabi Sign Company
North Star Credit Union
Northwoods Friends of the Arts
Northwoods Riders MC
Old Muni
Owens Township
Packaging Corporation of 
  America
Pehrson Lodge Resort
Pelican Bay Foods
Polley’s Resort
Ratai Construction
Reichel Electric
Rose Cottage Baking Co.
Ryan’s Rustic Railings
Sandberg Construction
Sappi North America, Inc.
Scenic Rivers Health Services
Spring Bay Resort
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Steve Kajala-Prudential
Tim Johnson-State Farm 
  Insurance
Timberjay Newspapers
Timbuktu
Tire Shop
Udovich Enterprises
Vermilion Cabin Construction
Vermilion Club
Vermilion Hotel
Vermilion Land Office
Vermilion Veterinary Clinic
VFW Post #1757
VFW Post #1757 Auxiliary
W. A. Fisher Co.
Walker Giroux & Hahne LLC
Watering Can Garden Shop
Wilderness Golf
Ziegler Cat
Zup’s Food Market

Thank you to all the
generous sponsors of 

This is our 81st annual 
meeting at the Timber Hall 
in Embarrass

Tuesday June 20th 
starting at 6pm!!

Food at 6, business meeting 
6:30, drawings after, and lots 
of fun!

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY!!

• Who: Open to current members aged 13-17
• What: $500 scholarship
• Where: Must attend the annual meeting and be present
to win

• How: Put your name in a drawing for a certificate* to be
redeemed at the credit union.

• *Certificate funds will be held in account until needed
and a check will be written out to the school at the be-
ginning of the first term or semester.

**EVFCU has the right not to award this scholarship to any and all 
applicants.

The team at EVFCU are looking forward to seeing you!

81st Annual Meeting of
Embarrass Vermillion Federal Credit Union

Tower, Embarrass,
Aurora,

Vermilion (Fortune
Bay) & Nett Lake

Branches in:
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EMPLOYMENT

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Read It
Here

753-2950

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   
     ($4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
   

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical 
    Nurse (Wage starting at $36.22/hr. 
    $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at   
    $36.22/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant (Wage 
    starting at $17.79/NA certification or 
    EMT required)

Environmental Services
PT & Casual (Environmental Tech I) 
Housekeeping and Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide 

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

JOB OPENING – CITY OF ORR
FT CLERK/TREASURER

The City of Orr is currently seeking qualified 
candidates for the position of City Clerk/
Treasurer.  This is a full-time position with 
competitive benefits.  Primary duties include 
utility billing, payroll, accounts payable/receiv-
able, monthly financial statements, meeting 
minutes, preparation of annual budgets, assist 
with city audit, and maintenance of city ordi-
nances and record keeping.  Applicants must 
possess strong analytical, organization, math, 
and computer skills.  Must be able to work 
with the public; have excellent oral and written 
communication skills; and the ability to work 
independently and efficiently.  Experience with 
Fund Accounting is preferred.  Must pass drug 
test, background, and credit checks.  The City 
of Orr is an Equal Employment Opportunity 
Employer.

To obtain an application, contact the Orr City 
Hall, 4429 Hwy 53, PO Box 237, Orr, MN 
55771 at 218-757-3288; or email:  orrmn@
centurytel.net   Position will remain open until 
filled.  tfn

FT JOB OPENING – CITY OF ORR
MAINTENANCE/PUBLIC 

WORKS ASSISTANT
The City of Orr is seeking candidates for a 
full-time General Maintenance/Public Works 
Assistant.  Minimum qualifications include 
a valid driver’s license, high school diploma 
or GED, mechanical aptitude, and ability to 
obtain required water and wastewater cer-
tifications.  Responsibilities include, but are 
not limited to, daily/seasonal operations of 
streets and parks, water and wastewater sys-
tems, operation and maintenance of works 
equipment and machinery, and the municipal 
airport.  Hiring Range:  $14.47 to $18.47/hr 
(DOQ) and competitive full-time employee 
benefit package.  Must pass drug test and 
background check.  The City of Orr is an Equal 
Employment Opportunity Employer.

To obtain an application, contact the Orr City 
Hall, 4429 Hwy 53, PO Box 237, Orr, MN 
55771 at 218-757-3288; or email:  orrmn@
centurytel.net   Position will remain open until 
filled.   tfn

STEGER MUKLUK COMPANY IS 
HIRING FOR THE SUMMER

We are looking for bright motivated 
people to enhance our Sales Team!

Full-time hours, 7 days a week
Apply in person at 100 Miners Drive, Ely

email: office@mukluks.com  tfn

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
 Positions are available in 

Sales and Production
 Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and 

Year-Round positions available       
 Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing 
employees a safe and fun work 

atmosphere  in Ely, MN for 35 years. 

Email officeassist@mukluks.com 
or call 365-6634 to join the team! tfn

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Program Accountant 
Closes:  06/30/2023

Position Purpose: The Program Accountant 
is responsible for setting up, maintaining, and 
monitoring all general ledger accounts, funds, 
and budgets in the accounting system relative 
to State, Federal and Tribal contract/programs 
including preparing adjusting journal entries 
under the direction of the Program Accounting 
Supervisor. Also monitors contracts/programs 
by providing requests, reporting and docu-
mentation under the direction of the Program 
Accounting Supervisor (Supervisory Program 
Accountant).

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave 

Sick leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays ● 
Flex plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD 

Voluntary benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, June 9, 16 & 23, 2023

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
MEETING NOTICE

The Kugler Town Board will meet on Tuesday, 
June 20 at 5:30 p.m. The board will conduct 
the annual road inspection with the regular 
meeting to follow.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, June 16, 2023

The Mesabi Symphony Orchestra is seeking an 
experienced and self-motivated Marketing & 

Fundraising Manager. Only candidates who live within 
an hour of Virginia, Minnesota will be considered. The 

successful candidate will serve as the primary MSO 
public liaison, fundraiser, event coordinator, and as 

the main administrative staff person for the MSO 
and MSO Board. 

 
This is a flexible, work from home position of 
approximately 15 hours per week. It requires 

attendance at MSO concerts and events, networking 
events, and engaging with the business community.

 A home office, computer or laptop, and reliable 
internet service are required. Anticipated start date for 

this position is at the end of July, 2023. 

Apply by sending an introduction and your resume 
to generalmanager@mesabisymphonyorchestra.org, 
or use the link to our Indeed job posting at https://

www.indeed.com/job/marketing-fundraising-manag-
er-dc0e7e0ed425e3f6

Marketing & 
Fundraising Manager

6/23

 

2023-2024 
Cook Hospital Bids  

For Propane 
 

Sealed propane bids will be accepted until 3:00 pm, June 26th. 
 
Propane Bid for Maintenance Building: 3,000 gallons for 2023-2024 
with contract to begin September 2023. 
 
The sealed bids must be marked “Propane Bid Maintenance Building” 
and be delivered or mailed to Cook Hospital, Teresa Debevec, CEO, 10 
Fifth Street SE, Cook, MN 55723.   
 
Bids will be opened at the Board Executive Committee Meeting of the 
Cook-Orr Healthcare District on June 27th at 4:30 PM. 

 
 
Published in the Timberjay June 16 & June 23, 2023 

DRIVER WANTED
Competitive wages, Class A or B CDL

Call Cody 218-349-4207
         Schulze Excavating, Inc., Ely, MN     6/30



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MEAT
EMBARRASS-RAISED BLACK 
ANGUS BEEF/HAMBURGER. 
$5.50/lb. Call Carol at 218-290-
0882.  6/16

GARAGE SALE
HUGE GARAGE SALE- Friday, 
June 16, 2-6pm, and Saturday, 
June 17, 8am-4pm. 5779 Lake 
Ave S., Tower. Something for 
everyone!  

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 6/11/2023 North



The Northern Lakes Arts As-
sociation’s (NLAA) production 
of “Godspell” opens on Thursday, 
June 22, at 7 p.m., with subsequent 
evening shows on June 23, 24, 29, 
30 and July 1, also at 7 p.m. Mati-
nee performances will be at 2 p.m. 
on June 25 and July 2. The June 29 
performance is a “pay what you 
can” show, with a suggested dona-
tion of $10 per seat. 

The musical will be on stage 
at the Fine Arts Theater at the Ver-
milion Campus of Minnesota Col-
lege North in Ely. The show is the 
first of NLAA’s “Broadway in the 
Boundary Waters” summer season 
productions, performed by a sum-
mer theater company with a mix of 
professional and local actors.

The 1971 off-Broadway musi-
cal “Godspell” was written by the 
prolific Stephen Schwartz, who also 
wrote the hit Broadway musicals of 
“Pippin” and “Wicked.” Composed 
in the pop-rock style of the early 
70s, the musical put one of its num-
bers, “Day by Day,” on the Bill-
board pop singles chart at slot #13 
in the summer of 1972. 

The 1973 film version of the 
musical garnered greater renown 
for other numbers, especially the 
sultry “Turn Back, oh Man,” and 
the Jesus and Judas duet “It’s All 
for the Best,” with the famous scene 
that used the giant billboard on 
Times Square to form the shadows 
of the performers as they sang and 
danced on the building’s marquee.

“Godspell” is one of the tri-
fecta of “hippie musicals,” along 
with “Jesus Christ, Superstar,” and 
“Hair.” 

The production of “Godspell” 
presented by NLAA’s Broadway 
in the Boundary Waters Compa-

ny is not the 1971 version, but the 
version from the second Broadway 
revival of 2011-12. The changes are 
minor revisions of staging, the ad-
dition of some music and lyrics, and 
some modernizing of humor.

The Timberjay snuck into 
“Godspell” rehearsals over the last 
week to snap some sneak previews 
of the production which opens next 
Thursday night.

Tickets are available by visit-
ing northernlakesarts.org/tickets or 
calling 218-235-9937. Ticket prices 
are: general admission $25, NLAA 
members $20, and 16 and under 
$15, excluding June 29, which is a 
pay what you can admission.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor
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BROADWAY IN THE BOUNDARY WATERS

timberjay.com

JULY 1–23
northernlightsmusic.org

A FULL, LIVE SEASON OF 
OPERA, CHAMBER MUSIC AND 

SYMPHONIC CONCERTS!

Full schedule & tickets

JULY 1 • 7PM   Aurora

JULY 4 • 4PM  Aurora
Salvatore Scarpa conducting NLMF Orchestra: 
Gershwin Cuban Overture; Fiddler on the Roof
and opera Hits sung by the cast of La boheme

Opening Night Concert 

Festive Fourth! Concert

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons with NLMF Orchestra 
and Alexander Markov, soloist

JULY 8 • 4PM  Aurora
JULY 10 • 7PM  Ely

JULY 20 • 7PM
At the iconic 

Hibbing High School Auditorium

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 

Winners Concert
CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNERS

La Bohème
Puccini’s

JULY 14 • 7PM   Aurora
JULY 16 • 3PM   Chisholm

THIS ACTIVITY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE VOTERS OF MINNESOTA 
THROUGH A GRANT FROM THE MINNESOTA STATE ARTS BOARD, 
THANKS TO A LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION FROM THE ARTS AND 
CULTURAL HERITAGE FUND.

La boheme for 
Tweens and Teens

JULY 13 • 3:00PM  Aurora
One hour abridged version  
with full sets, costumes & 

orchestra performed by the 
NLMF Opera Apprentices

T h e  W i l d e r n e s s  G r i l l  
I S  O P E N

f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  l u n c h ,  &  d i n n e r !
7AM-9PM WED-SUN 

"Fabulous food, wine, & spirits"
Reservations recommended, 218.753.7804

(view our all-new menu online)

LLOOCCAALL  MMOONNDDAAYYSS
JUN 1122-SEP 118

$8800 FOR 18 HOLES
Zip Codes 55701-55816

Must show valid ID to receive rate
excludes July 3rd

Call to book your tee times today at 218-753-8917!   
or visit us online at WWW.GOLFTHEWILDERNESS.COM

Time for 9
DDaaiillyy  SSppeecciiaall!!
$444  aafftteerr  44ppmm

9 hole rate with GPS golf cart

$37/box Mandatory pick-up will be in late July.
You will be notified ahead of time 
when and where local pick-up can 

occur. No holds!

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

9 AM-12 Noon • Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

NLAA’s Godspell opens next week in Ely

Above and right: The ensemble sings “Come, sing about love,” in the 
Godspell musical number “We beseech thee.” photos by C. Clark

Ely local Karin Schmidt performing 
“Learn your lessons well,” in the 
musical Godspell.



No matter where you 
are in the outdoors 
in the North Country 

this month, you’ve probably 
noticed that mosquitoes are, 
well… everywhere. While the 
weather has been pleasantly 
summer-like, it’s hard to enjoy 
spending time on the patio or 
porch if the bugs are eating 
you alive. 

Mosquitoes can quickly put 
an end to plans for an outdoor 
meal or drinks with friends on 
a nice summer evening. That’s 
where a screen porch can make 
all the difference. A covered 
screen porch is the perfect 
blending of indoor and outdoor 
space and it’s almost a necessity 
for North Country residents, 
especially for those who don’t 
live in town where mosquitoes 
are more tolerable. 

In thinking about a screen 
porch, there are really two 
general types, attached or unat-
tached. 

The gazebo is the classic 
unattached screen porch and 
they’re pretty common in the 
area, often tucked down close 
to lakeshore. 

You can buy screened 
gazebo kits from some of the 
big box home center retailers 
that can make the construction 
process much faster and easier. 
Finding a good level location, 
maybe with a pleasing view, and 
establishing a stable foundation 
are the keys to making such a 
project a success. 

You can erect a gazebo on a 
wooden deck, pavers, a concrete 
slab, or treated posts, as long as 
you have the ability to screen 
off everything. Don’t forget that 
mosquitoes and other insects 
will take advantage of even 
small openings to get inside. If 
you’re planning to use a wooden 
deck as a foundation for your 
gazebo, be sure that the decking 

HIDEAWAY

ANNUAL SPECIAL SECTIONANNUAL SPECIAL SECTION
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ENJOYING SUMMER

Above: A screen 
porch can be the 
perfect sanctuary 
in a very buggy 
summer. 

Right: A view of 
the log support 
posts and the roof 
header.

A bug-free
Here in the North Country, a screen porch can 
make all the difference on a summer evening

See PORCH...pg. 2C
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provides a continuous 
floor. While a typical deck 
includes spaces between 
boards to allow rainwater 
to drain, those spaces are 
plenty large enough to 
allow mosquitoes to enter 
from underneath. A good 
solution is to apply a layer 
of screen to the top side 
of your deck joists before 
attaching the deck boards, 
and that’s sound advice for 
an attached screen porch 
as well. 

If you’re thinking 
you’d like to enjoy an 
occasional meal in your 
gazebo, you’ll probably 
want to locate it close to 
your house. That way, you 
won’t have far to go if 
you’re having to schlep all 
your food, plates, glasses, 
and eating utensils, or if 
you need to run back to the 
house for the mustard you 
left on the kitchen counter. 

Convenience is one 
of the advantages of an 
attached screen porch, 
especially one that can 
be accessed directly from 
the house. An attached 
screen porch is really an 
extension of your home’s 
living space and it’s one 
that can definitely increase 
your home’s value. In the 
summertime, you’re likely 
to find that you’re spending 
a lot of your time out there. 

On warm summer nights, 
it can be a great place to 
sleep, particularly if you 
don’t have air conditioning. 

Construction of an 
attached screen porch is a 
job that an accomplished 
DIY-er can certainly take 
on themselves. You’ll need 
two connection points on 

the house, a header for 
the roof, and a rim joist 
to support the floor joists. 
A few wall posts to hold 
the lower roof header that 
supports the outer roof edge 
and you’re building. 

In determining the size 
of your porch, think about 

how you plan to use it. If 
you want a quiet place to 
read a book and enjoy a 
cup of coffee or tea on a 
mild morning or afternoon, 
you can get by with a small 
space. But if you’d like to 
enjoy an occasional meal 
on the porch, perhaps with 
friends, you’ll need more 
room. My screen porch is 
20 feet long and ten feet 
deep, which is enough to 
have facing seating for 4-6 
people, plus space for a 
serving table. We’ve shared 
many meals on the porch 
over the years, free from 
concern over the clouds 
of mosquitoes buzzing on 
the other side of the screen. 
For those of us who live in 
the woods in these parts, a 

screen porch provides a real 
sanctuary. 

My screen porch is 
actually connected to our 
sauna, which is located 
about ten feet from the 
house, connected via a 
wooden deck. It’s not quite 
as convenient as a direct 
connection to the house, 
but it’s so close as to not 
be an issue. And it makes 
a nice spot to cool down 
after a sauna without having 
to slap mosquitoes in the 
summer months.

I used log posts that I 
cut and peeled myself as my 
vertical supports. I poured 
18-inch square concrete 
pads that float on a base of 
compacted crushed rock 
and they haven’t moved an 

inch in 20 years. I’ve found 
over the years that a floating 
concrete pad is one of the 
most stable foundations 
you can have around here. 

I set the posts right 
on top and tied them all 
together first with a rim joist 
at floor level and then the 
roof header. I used 2x6’s 
for both floor joists and roof 
joists and used some old 
scavenged 2x6 western red 
cedar boards for the floor. 

I would recommend 
creating a stub wall rather 
than running screen all the 
way to the ground since 
you’re less likely to rip a 
hole in your screen moving 
furniture or cleaning, or 
when the dog gets excited 
and scratches the screen 
because a bunny runs by.

For tips on installing 
the screen, I’d recom-
mend turning to YouTube, 
where you’ll find a variety 
of videos that show you 
reliable methods to prop-
erly stretch the screen to 
enhance its appearance and 
improve visibility. 

Installing the screen is 
a big day, because it means 
your screen porch is ready 
to use. And that’s the best 
part of having a screen 
porch. Build it and enjoy it!
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PORCH...Continued from page 1C
Left: The entry 
to our screen 
porch, which 
is connected 
directly to the 
sauna and by 
a short deck to 
the house.

Right: A small 
concrete pad 
set on a 
prepared bed 
of crushed 
rock is an easy 
and stable 
foundation.
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Above: Heat 
pump units 
located on an 
outside wall

Left: The mini-
split unit is 
installed on an 
indoor wall.

REGIONAL— Today, 
there’s more reason than 
ever to look to save energy 
at home— it’s good for the 
wallet and it’s good for the 
planet. Here in the North 
Country, the vast majority of 
our residential energy use goes 
for home heating, so that’s 
where you can get the biggest 
return if you’re looking to cut 
your energy bill. 

With the high cost of 
fuel oil, in particular, many 
homeowners are looking to 
convert to alternatives, and 
air-source heat pumps are one 
option that’s getting increas-
ing attention, even in northern 
Minnesota. It helps that utili-
ties and the government both 
offer rebates and tax credits 
that will help pay the cost of 
buying and installing a heat-
pump-based system. 

Heat pumps have been 
around for decades, but they 
were mostly used in warmer 
climates since, until recently, 
they stopped working in cold 
temperatures, like zero or 
below. The technology has 
improved in recent years and 
heat pumps on the market 
today can operate in tempera-
tures as cold as minus 20. 

It may seem odd, but 
even at minus 20, there is 
still recoverable heat in the 
air that an efficient heat pump 
can concentrate and pump 

into your house. And modern 
heat pumps are remarkably 
efficient, delivering as much 
as 400 percent efficiency, 
compared to 95 percent tops 
for a high-efficiency propane 
furnace. Heat pumps can 
operate so efficiently because, 
unlike traditional forms of 
heating, they don’t have to 
burn a fuel to generate heat. 
Through the use of refriger-
ants and some remarkable 
engineering, they simply 
move existing heat from one 
space to another space. A heat 
pump can significantly reduce 
your heating bill, even here in 
northern Minnesota.
Mini-splits the 
most popular

Heat pumps can come 
in two types, ducted or duct-
less. A ducted heat pump is a 
forced air system that typically 
takes advantage of existing 
ductwork to distribute heat 
throughout the house. But 
heat pumps don’t operate like 
a traditional furnace. Rather 
than distributing hot air, in 
the range of 120 degrees, 
throughout the house, a heat 
pump pushes merely warm air, 
which means heat pumps need 
to push more air to provide the 
same amount of total heating. 
That means you’ll need to 
confirm that your existing 
ductwork has the needed 
capacity. Many houses in our 
region don’t have adequate 
ductwork, which can make 

installing a ducted heat pump a 
challenge in an existing home.

That’s why many people 
are turning to ductless heat 
pump systems known as 
“mini-splits,” which connect 
an outside heat pump to what 
are essentially heating or 
cooling registers that mount 
on the wall inside the house. 
Yes, heat pumps not only 
heat… they provide cooling 
in the summer months with 
the mere flick of a switch, so 
you’re getting both a highly 
efficient heating system and 
a highly efficient air condi-
tioner.

“Mini-splits are definite-
ly the most popular type of 
heat pump being installed in 
the area,” said Scott Twining, 

They’re an energy efficient heating and cooling 
option. But is it a right fit for your home?

Making sense 
of heat pumps

See HEAT PUMPS...pg. 4C

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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a technician with Lake 
Country Power. 

While most people 
will turn to a professional 
installer, the installation 
of a mini-split is straight-
forward enough that it 
can be a DIY project for a 
capable homeowner. They 
generally require a 240-volt 
electrical connection (120-
volt models are available 
but they aren’t as efficient) 
to the main unit that sits just 
outside the house. From 
there, you’ll be running 
refrigerant and electrical 
lines to the individual reg-
isters (or “heads”) located 
in strategic locations within 
the house.  

A system that includes 
two or three heads is likely 
to run somewhere in the 
vicinity of $6,000-$8,000, 
according to Josh Ojala, 
with OJ’s HVAC and 
Refrigeration in Ely. While 
most of his customers are 
still replacing traditional 
furnaces with newer ver-
sions of the same thing, 
he said mini-splits have 
become increas ingly 
popular, particularly as 
they’ve become more effi-
cient at cold temperatures. 

“We installed a ton 
of them during COVID,” 
said Ojala, as people were 
spending more time at home 
and wanted greater efficien-
cy and the air conditioning 
in many cases. While most 
of us have gotten by without 
air conditioning in northern 
Minnesota, summers like 
this one are a good reminder 
that while home cooling 
may not be as critical as 
heating here, it can certainly 
make life more pleasant 
when the temperature soars.

Other considerations
Heat pumps, like a 

mini-split, offer summer 
cooling and home heating 
for most of the year, but they 
can’t be your only heating 
option here in northern 

Minnesota. “They work 
really well in the shoul-
der months,” said LCP’s 
Twining. “But they don’t 
work as well in the depths 
of winter.”

That’s why heat pumps 
are generally used in combi-
nation with another form of 
heating, such as a propane 
furnace or electric base-
board. The heat pump will 
help reduce your heating 
bill for the vast majority 
of the year, but when the 
temperature drops well 
below zero you’ll need an 
alternative source of heat.

You might also want 
to keep some other type of 
heating nearby if you tend 
to run cold, especially in 
winter. Traditional forced 
air or boiler systems feel 
warm near the registers and 
that can make a nice place 
to warm your feet when you 
feel a chill. But heat pumps, 
whether ducted or ductless, 
produce air that feels much 
closer to room temperature.  
Ojala said that’s a comment 
he sometimes hears from 
customers who’ve made 
the switch.  

If you think you’ll 
miss that cozy feeling of a 
warm corner in the living 
room, you might consider 
another heating option for 
that location to give you a 
place to warm up on a chilly 
winter day. 
Ground source 
heat pumps 

There is another type of 
heat pump that can provide 
a reliable source of heating 
year-round, even in north-
ern Minnesota. Ground-
source heat pumps rely on 
the warmth underground 
to help heat your home 
and they can provide a reli-
able source of heating and 
cooling year-round. 

As you might guess, 
ground-source heat pumps 
can be expensive, but 
they’re a sound long-term 
investment that will save 

you plenty of money. If 
you’re financing the con-
struction of a new house, 
it would be worth looking 
at this heating option. If the 
cost is incorporated into 
your monthly mortgage 
payment, you’ll almost 
certainly be money ahead 
most months in the savings 
for heating and cooling 
you’ll achieve.

While most ground-
sourced heat pumps utilize 
a series of tubes buried 
several feet in the ground, 
that isn’t always possible 
here in the North Country, 
where shallow soils atop 
bedrock are commonplace. 
In most cases, said Ojala, 
homeowners will have 
a second well installed 
and use the water as their 
source of heat. This sharply 
increases the cost of install-
ing this type of system. 

A ground-source heat 
pump is generally going to 
be used as part of a forced 
air system, rather than a 
ductless system, although 
it is possible to utilize a 
mini-split with this kind of 
system as well. 
Rebates and tax 
credits

In part because heat 
pumps are so efficient, 
electric utilities are offering 
their customers rebates for 
converting to these heating 
systems. The total rebate 
varies but can lower the 
installation cost by about 
10-15 percent. 

There are also new 
federal tax credits that were 
approved as part of the 
Inflation Reduction Act, 
but the specifics on how to 
obtain the credits, and how 
much they might amount to, 
hasn’t been finalized. Ojala 
said he expects to see the 
final guidelines out before 
the end of the summer. 
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HEAT PUMPS...Continued from page 3C
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Home renovations provide 
a host of benefits. Such 
projects can increase 

resale value and improve on the 
safety, aesthetics and functional-
ity of a home.

Some homeowners may 
employ the mantra “go big or 
go home” when they embark on 
home improvements, thinking 
that only the largest renovations 
produce noticeable change. 
But that’s not the case. Various 
smaller renovations can provide 
a lot of bang for homeowners’ 
bucks as well.

Countertops (and hard-
ware): A complete kitchen 
overhaul may stretch some 
homeowners’ budgets. However, 
changing an older countertop 
for a new material can provide 
the facelift a kitchen needs. And 

while changing the cabinets may 
be a homeowners’ ultimate goal, 
swapping hardware in dated fin-
ishes for newer handles and pulls 
can provide low-cost appeal.

Paint: Painting a space 
is an inexpensive improvement 
that adds maximum impact. Paint 
can transform dark and drab 
rooms into bright and airy oases. 
Paint also can be used to create 
an accent wall or cozy nooks. 
Homeowners also can showcase 
their personalities with their 
choice of paint colors.

Lighting: Homeowners 
should not underestimate what a 
change in lighting can do. When 
rooms or exterior spaces are 
illuminated, they take on entirely 
new looks. It’s worth it to invest 
in new lighting, whether it’s a 
dramatic hanging light over the 

dining room table or task lighting 
in dim spaces.

 W e a t h e r p r o o f i n g : 
Improving windows, doors, 
weatherstripping, and insulation 
in a home can offer visual appeal 
and help homeowners save 
money. The initial investment 
may be significant, but those costs 
will pay off in energy savings. 
According to One Main Financial, 
space heating is the largest energy 
expense the average American 
homeowner has, accounting for 
around 45 percent of all energy 
costs.

Mudroom: Turn an entry-
way into a more functional space 
with the addition of cabinets, 
benches or custom-designed 
storage options that perfectly fit 
the area. Cubbies and cabinets 
can corral shoes, umbrellas, hats, 

bags, and much more.
 Accent updates: Any 

space, whether it’s inside or 
outside a home, can get a fresh 
look with new decorative accents. 
Invest in new throw pillows and 
even slipcovers for living room 
sofas. Use new tile or paint the 
brick on a fireplace in a den, then 
update the mantel with decorative 
displays. Purchase wall art that 
can bring different colors into a 
room. Change the cushions on 
deck furniture and buy color-co-
ordinated planters.

These subtle changes will 
not cost as much as full-scale 
renovations, but they can still 
help homeowners transform their 
homes. 

SMART INVESTMENTS

Small renovations that can make a big impact

As any homeowner 
knows, renovation projects 
tend to cost a lot of money. 
The average cost of a home 
renovation is difficult to 
gauge, as such endeav-
ors run the gamut from 
complex projects like a 
kitchen overhaul to simpler 
ones like painting a room 
inside a home. Indeed, the 
National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry notes 
that scope is what drives the 
cost of a renovation project.

Though there might 
not be an “average cost” 
of a renovation project, 
homeowners can expect to 
spend thousands of dollars 
on projects that are not very 
small in scale. Navigating 

such an expense at a time 
when inflation remains 
high might be difficult 
for some homeowners 
looking to maintain the 
appearance of their home 
exteriors. However, there 
are many budget-friendly 
ways homeowners can 
tend to the exterior of their 
properties.

  Power washing: 
Power washing won’t 
break the bank but it can 
revive the look of a home. 
Power washing removes 
dirt and grime from the 
siding of a home and a 
power washing can be used 
to clean porches, walk-
ways and patios as well. 
Hardware chains like Home 
Depot and Lowes typically 
rent power washers, but 
homeowners who don’t 
want to do it themselves 
can hire a professional for 
a few hundred dollars, if not 
less. Power washing after 

winter can be a good idea, 
as the elements can take a 
toll on a home’s exterior. 
A good power washing 
before spring and summer 
entertaining season can 
thus give a home a fresh, 
clean look without breaking 
the bank.

 Furnished front 
porch: A furnished front 
porch can serve as a 
welcome sign to neighbors 
and provide a great place 
to relax with a morning 
cup of coffee and a good 
book. Homeowners with 
a small porch won’t need 
to bust their budgets to 
upgrade their front porch 
furnishings. Some small 
chairs with bright cushions, 
a small table and a rug 
underfoot can revamp an 
entryway at low cost.

Window box instal-
lation: Installing window 
box planters is another 
cost-effective way to 

brighten up a home’s exte-
rior. Homeowners can hang 
window boxes outside 
windows on the front of 
their homes and then fill 
them with brightly colored 
flowers to add an inviting 
pop of color to their home 
exteriors. The experts at 
Better Homes & Gardens 
urge homeowners to take 
weight into consideration 
before buying window 
planters. Keep in mind that 
soil and developed plants 
can be heavy, so look for 
a sturdy box as well as one 
that has drainage holes.

Replace hardware: 
Another simple way to 
freshen up a stale exterior is 
to replace hardware. Door 
knobs, knockers, house 
numbers, and even the 
mailbox can appear dated 
after a while. Replacing 
these items is inexpensive 
and quick but can have a 
profound impact on how the 

exterior of a home appears 
to residents and visitors.

Exterior renovations 
need not break the bank. 
Various simple and inex-

pensive tweaks can quickly 
revitalize the exterior of a 
home.  

Budget-friendly ways to freshen your home’s exterior
Small changes 
can give your 
home a new look
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Five patio projects to enhance your summertime
OUTDOOR LIVING

Warm weather paves 
the way to more opportuni-
ties to enjoy fresh air. For 
homeowners who have the 
luxury of outdoor spaces, 
including private patios, 
now is the time to start 
thinking about projects to 
enhance these gathering 
spots.

A patio can be consid-
ered a transitional area that 
links the outdoors to the 
inside of a home. According 

to the home and lifestyle 
resource The Spruce, a 
patio is often an oasis for 
lounging and entertain-
ing. And depending on 
homeowners’ budgets and 
preferences, a patio can 
be just as comfortable and 
stylish as interior spaces. 
The following are five patio 
projects that can transform 
these valuable spaces.

Pretty pergola
A pergola is an open-

air (traditionally wood) 
structure that adds a 
measure of shade and 
privacy without completely 
blocking views of Mother 
Nature. Installing a pergola 
over the patio helps define 
the seating area. Hanging 
plants can add to the ambi-
ance and string lights can 
make this a great spot to 
gather when the sun sets.

 Patio fire pit
Build a fire pit right into 

the design with the same 
materials used to create 
the patio. For example, if 

the patio is brick or flag-
stone, build up to create an 
eye-catching fire pit. Fire 

pits not only look good, 
they also expand the time 
frame that the patio can 
be enjoyed, offering cozy 
spots to sit even when the 
weather chills.

Frame it in
Make the patio a true 

extension of the inside by 
putting up walls around 
three sides of the patio if 
it connects to the home. 
Leave the last open to the 
yard, or consider installing 
screens to mimic the look 
of popular lanais. The walls 
will offer more weather 
protection, meaning you 
can invest in high-quality 
patio furniture to make this 
a fully functioning outdoor 
living room. Hang a televi-
sion that is rated for outdoor 
use for movie-watching 
under the sun or stars.

Ooh la la
Vintage bistro tables 

and chairs can turn a drab 
patio into one that calls to 
mind a Parisian courtyard. 
Whimsical lighting and 
accents that you would nor-
mally think to see indoors, 
like a gilded mirror, can 
add extra appeal. Soften 
wrought iron and other 
metals on the furniture by 
including plenty of flowers 
and greenery. Don’t forget 
the candles and a place to 
stash a bottle of chilling 
wine.

Farmhouse chic
Transform a patio 

into an entertaining space 
that caters to guests A 
large farmhouse style table 
flanked by benches and 
some upholstered chairs 
sets the scene for a dinner 
amid the fresh air. Watering 
cans filled with wildflowers 
and mismatched flatware 
establish a casual feel for 
gatherings in the space. 
For those who plan to cook 
and serve outside with fre-
quency, invest in outdoor 
appliances so you’ll never 
have to miss a beat with 
guests.

The options for trans-
forming patios into stylish 
gathering spots is only 
limited by the imagination.  

A SPLASH OF COLOR

Container gardening a good option with limited space 
Gardening is a rewarding 

hobby that has been 
linked to health benefits 

like reduced stress and improved 
mental well-being. Gardening 
also can lead to an inviting 
home landscape full of attractive 
blooms and/or delicious foods.

Backyard gardens have long 
been planted after clearing a plot 
of land, tilling and amending the 
soil, and planting rows of favorite 
crops. However, gardening can 
be less labor-intensive and even 
more successful when people 
consider the many benefits of 
container gardening.

What is container gardening?
As its name implies, con-

tainer gardening is growing 
plants inside of containers. These 
containers can be flower pots, 
rectangular deck boxes or even 
large raised garden beds. 

Pros to container 
gardening

One of the advantages of 
container gardening is that 
plants can be moved in and out 
of sunlight to ensure the right 
growing conditions. This isn’t 
as easily achieved when gardens 
are stationary. Also, beginner 
gardeners may be more able to 
control soil conditions inside of a 

small container rather than a vast 
ground-based garden, which will 
require a good deal of manual 
labor. Pots and boxes also can 
be grouped together to create 
eye-popping displays, usually at 
lower costs than the sheer volume 
of plants that would be needed to 
fill out an expansive landscape.
Cons to container 
gardening

Container garden plants 
will not have direct access to the 
ground, so they need gardeners 
to create the ideal growing con-
ditions. Developing the right 
care formula can be challenging. 
Drainage is an important factor 
in container gardening, and most 
containers do not offer enough 
drainage holes. If water cannot 
escape the soil, the roots of the 
plants can rot and die. It’s not 

enough to add stones or gravel 
to the bottom of containers. Drill 
additional holes in the bottom 
(1⁄2-inch in diameter for small 
or medium-sized pots; one inch 
in diameter for larger pots). Also, 
be sure to check on soil moisture 
so that watering can be adjusted. 
Plan for plants that play 
well

Grouping plants together 
can create visually stunning 
combinations. However, it is 
important to choose plants that 
require the same amount of light 
and moisture. Look at plant tags 
when visiting the garden center 
and select complementary plants, 
or ask a store employee. Mixing 
different plant shapes, colors and 
leaf textures, as well as plants of 
various heights, can help contain-
ers look filled out. 

Feed plants accordingly
Plants need nutrition to thrive 

in containers. Quality potting 
mixes will contain fertilizers, 
but nutrition will wane over 
time. Every couple of weeks, 
container plants will need either 
fresh potting mix or granular 
fertilizer added to feed them. A 
slow-release fertilizer or worm 
castings several times throughout 
the season can help keep plants 
healthy.

Container gardening is a 
great way to add plants to smaller 
patios, reduce the workload 
involved in maintaining expan-
sive gardens, and customize 
conditions for optimal growth.  

HOURS: Mon-Sat: 9-5:30
Closed Sunday

145 W. Camp St, Ely
365-6555

ELY  FLOWER  &  SEED
f f

f f

Improve Your Yard!
Stepping stones & garden blocks

Soils, tools, fertilizer, 
seed for lawns & gardens

Trees for shade & beauty

Shrubs with fruit for birds

Mulch-keeps weeds down
& holds moisture

(black/natural/red/gold)

Beautiful flower pots 
& hanging baskets

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely

218-365-3129

PRICES GOOD 
THRU JUNE 27, 2023

FATHER’S DAY
RED HOT BUYS!

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

A Renewable Energy Company

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

• Chimney Repairs
   and Service
• New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances
• Stainless Steel Liners and Caps

218-290-5370 • Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

Bonded &
Insured



I think  a lot of 
you can relate to 
the evolution of 

our “cabins.”  We started 
with just the land, 
building up as 
time and money 
could afford. 
And we upgrad-
ed as time went 
on.  With the 
electricity came 
lights that mag-
ically came on 
with switches, a 
refrigerator and 
eventually indoor 
water pumped 
from the lake. 
Say goodbye to late night 
lake baths (on good days 
we called these “refresh-
ing.”)  and 5-gallon buckets 
hauled up for dishes and 
dog water. (Yup, the dogs 
played in the water all day 
and then ran all the way to 
the house for the “special 
water.”) Later, came elec-
tric heaters to make it 
usable for more of the year. 
The addition of the septic 

system provided the luxury 
of an indoor bathroom. 
And with that came the 
“almost retirement” of the 

outhouse.
The out-

house has been 
employed as a 
cabin luxury 
for about 35 
years.  I realize 
as I scrape the 
walls to get 
ready for the 
next painting, 
it is the oldest 
building on 
the property. 
I wonder how 

many more times it will be 
worth painting.  And don’t 
get me wrong, I like my 
indoor plumbing as much 
as the next guy, but I would 
rather miss it if it were gone.

The little 4X4 shed 
started its life as a build-
ing for the railroad. The 
story goes that it housed 
electrical components at 
the railroad switches, and it 
still bears the number 9 on 

the walls, both inside and 
out. Do you suppose when 
you were inside it was hard 
to remember it was number 
9 from the outside? Course, 
when you’re talking about 
a train you don’t want to 
be making any mistakes. 
Well, when it was no longer 
needed by the railroad, my 
island neighbor disassem-
bled it and brought it to the 
island in 5 pieces. I am not 
sure what he used it for or 
how long he had it, but he 
eventually gave it to my 
parents.

There, it began its 
humble career as an out-
house, and it still stands at 
the edge of the yard today. 
It seems like a reminder 
of older times and simpler 
days, both for island living 
and for society in general.  
It too was upgraded along  
the way and now has lights 
and a heater we can turn 
on from inside the cabin, 
but its purpose remains 
the same. It is an outhouse.

On the way to indoor 

plumbing and the outhous-
es’ retirement, we dabbled 
with composting toilets, 
but we have always main-
tained the outhouse for a 
back-up. There still is a 
use for it during the winter 
when the water lines are 
in danger of freezing or 
for dirty folks during the 
summer on their way to a 
real clean-up.  Or for just 
when the indoor one is in 
use.  Sometimes I wander 
out there on nice days just 
for the sake of nostalgia. I 
keep paper out there, just 
in case.

I wonder how many 
other railroad switch 
houses are still in service 
today, in any capacity. I am 
glad to have this one. I will 
scrape, paint and replace 
boards where necessary to 
keep and save the Number 
9 Outhouse for as long as 
I can. It is cute and useful 
out there on the edge of the 
yard. And I like it.
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Quick and easy ways to give your kitchen a new look
Kitchens are often 

described as the busiest 
rooms in a home. Kitchens 
are where meals are pre-
pared and tend to be go-to 
gathering spots on holiday 
get-togethers and during 
other events when home-
owners host family and 
friends.

With so much time 
spent in the kitchen, it’s 
easy to see how home-
owners might grow a little 
bored by these rooms. The 
cost of a kitchen remodel 
won’t be cheap, as the home 
improvement resource 
Angi.com notes that the 
typical cost of such a project 
in this country is between 
$13,000 and $38,000. 

Angi.com estimates even 
indicate that a high-end 
remodel could cost home-
owners as much as $61,000. 
That’s beyond many home-
owners’ budgets. But the 
good news is that there are 
many quick and easy, not 
to mention less expensive, 
ways to give a kitchen a 
new look.

Repaint and restyle 
the cabinets. Cabinet space 
is an undeniably precious 
commodity in a kitchen, 
especially as more and 
more homeowners embrace 
their inner chef and cook 
more complicated meals 
at home. After all, the 
more expansive a home 
chef’s culinary repertoire, 

the more space that person 
needs to store all the tools 
of the cooking trade. A 
full cabinet replacement is 
unnecessary if the cabinets 
are still functional and not 
overcrowded, so repainting 
them can be a great way to 
give the kitchen a new look 
while keeping costs reason-
able. During the painting 
project, homeowners can 
install new cabinet knobs 
and/or drawer pulls to 
freshen up the style of the 
cabinets even further.

 Install under-cabinet 
lighting. Another inexpen-
sive way to give a kitchen 
a new look is to install 
under-cabinet lighting. 
Under-cabinet lighting 

serves both an aesthetic and 
practical purpose. From a 
purely aesthetic standpoint, 
under-cabinet lighting can 
make a kitchen feel more 
warm and keep the kitchen 
illuminated when meals 
aren’t being prepared and 
homeowners don’t want to 
have their overhead lights 
on but still want to be able 
to navigate the kitchen 
safely. During meal prep, 
under-cabinet lighting can 
illuminate counters so it’s 
easier to chop, peel and 
perform other prep tasks.

  Replace existing 
seating. Whether you have 
an island countertop with 
bar stools or a breakfast 
nook with cushioned seats, 

replacing the seating is a 
budget-friendly job that 
can create a new look 
when entering the room. 
Countertop bar stools come 
in many styles, so giving 
this area of the kitchen a 
new feel can be as simple as 
shifting from classic, high-
back stools to more modern 
swivel stools with a chrome 
base. For the breakfast 
nook, replacing a light-col-
ored bench cushion with 
a bolder alternative can 
instantly transform the look 
of the space.

Kitchen remodels can 
break the bank. But there’s 
a host of budget-friendly 
ways for cost-conscious 
homeowners to revitalize 

these popular spaces in 
their homes.  

 Replace existing 
backsplash. Replacing 
backsplash is another 
simple, inexpensive and 
effective way to give 
a kitchen a new feel. 
Homeowners can opt for 
something neutral that 
won’t upset their existing 
decor or go with a more 
bold backsplash that imme-
diately draws the attention 
of anyone who enters the 
room. This simple job can 
be done by the average 
do-it-yourselfer and the 
cost of new backsplash 
won’t break the bank.

UPDATES WITH A PAYOFF

SUMMER ON THE LAKE

Island Life: Tales from the Number 9 Outhouse

APRIL
WAMHOFF
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HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

In-Stock
Traeger

Grills
& Pellets

• Spices & Rubs •

enjoy grillin’ SEASON

We’ve Got it ALL!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

50Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

You Take Pride
in Your Home.

We Take Pride in Helping You Keep It Beautiful.

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

Kitchen & Bath • Flooring Products
Window Treatments

Home Decor & Accents

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Expires Dec. 31, 2023

Special
ty Carpet 

& Upholstery
Commercial & Residential
• Powerful Truck Mounted System

• Water Damage Specialists

Call for Estimates: Braschko Family
218-365-7672

raymondbraschko@gmail.com
Specialty Carpet Cleaning • Celebrating 35 Years!

&

&

&


