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VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

Body cam footage from park tasing released

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Nearly
nine months since firstfiling
its request, the Timberjay

Left: Park ranger Steve
Pederson appears to
choke local business
owner Justin Ebel during
a 2022 encounter.

photo by National Park Service

has received body camera
videos of the arrest and
tasing of Ash Riverbusiness
owner Justin Ebel from the
National Park Service.
The two videos, from
cameras worn by Rangers
Steve Pederson and Ryan
Houghton, show the inci-
dent unfolding from what
appears to be their initial

New owners at the Comet... Sce /3
Spring sports underway... Sce /1B

New tool for predicting ice out...Sce /4B
Bear complaints on the rise... Sce /5B
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contact with Ebel through
the point at which Pederson
boarded Ebel’s boat and
attempted to detain and
subdue him. Pederson’s
camera apparently stopped
operating after he began
grappling with Ebel.
Houghton’s camera operat-
ed continuously through the
incident,showing Pederson

§1s

Video shows park vendor disagreed as rangers sought to question
houseboat operators in rough waters; he was attacked moments later

struggling with Ebel in the
cabin of Ebel’s boat before
wrestling him down to the
deck. Taser barbs can be
seen projecting from Ebel’s
left and right thighs after
Houghton fires his taser
twice, and the video shows
a handcuffed Ebel lifted

See...TASING pg. 9

MOCK CRASH

Lessons to save a life

Mock crash highlights the consequences
of distracted and impaired driving

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER-SOUDAN- “If
we can stop one kid from
making bad decisions
during prom and graduation
season,” said Breitung Police
Chief Dan Reing, “then all this
effort is worth it.”

Helping young people
make better decisions when
they get behind the wheel was
the point of an elaborate and
well-executed exercise orga-
nized by the Breitung Police
Department and Vermilion
Country School.

High school students from
the grades 7-12 charter school
thought they were headed to a
field trip at the Soudan Mine
when they came upon a grisly
accident scene just off Hwy.
169 in Soudan.It was atwo-ve-
hicle crash, with battered and
bloodied bodies lying on the
pavement or unconscious

Above: A mother reacts
to the severe injury of her
daughter in a mock car
crash staged this week in
Soudan.

Right: Ambulance
personnel respond to the
scene.

Breitung Police Chief Dan
Reing discusses the “inci-
dent” with students in the
aftermath.

photos by J. Summit

in their cars. It was a mock
scene but it looked very real,
portraying a scenario in which
animpaired teenage driver was
texting while driving. With
three passengers in the car, the
driver ran through a stop sign,
hitting another car head-on
with an adult couple and their
daughter on board.

“Life is precious, and bad
decisions can have serious

See...CRASH pg. 10

CONGRESS

Stauber seeks
veto of mineral

withdrawal

Touts region’s mineral
wealth in field hearing

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Eighth District
Congressman Pete Stauber is continu-
ing his efforts to bring sulfide-based
copper-nickel mining to the headwaters
of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area.

On Tuesday, he brought a half
dozen of his GOP House colleagues to
the Iron Range to a Congressional field
hearing to tout the mineral potential of
the Iron Range region along with its
history of mining. Stauber organized
the hearing as part of his role as chair
of the House Subcommittee on Energy
and Mineral Resources.

The field hearing was held within
days of Stauber’s introduction of a
House resolution that would cancel
the recent 20-year mineral withdrawal
on about 225,000 acres of the Superior

See...STAUBER pg.10

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Cracking down
on short-term
rental scofflaws

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- In 2020, St. Louis
County established a requirement
that people offering their properties
as short-term rentals had to obtain a
permit for the business.

Three years and multiple notices
later, the Planning and Community
Development Department has stepped
upitsefforts to bring the stragglers into
compliance.

“The message was after that
county board meeting three years ago

See..RENTALS pg. 9

Contact The Timberjay

THIS YEAR’S WINTER RENTAL GEAR ON SALE NOW
NEW SPRING CLOTHING IN STOCK

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
piragis.com 218 - 365- 6745 boundarywaterscatalog.com
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Northspan Group's Amber Lewis to

address Northern Progressives May 10

COOK - Amber Lewis of the Northspan Group
will be the guest speaker at the Northern Progressive’s
meeting on Wednesday,
May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at
the Cook Community
Center.

Lewis will talk about
Northspan’s “Welcoming
Communities  Program
for Northeast Minneso-
ta.” A Fellow with Lead
for America, she is the
coordinator of the Wel-
coming Communities ini-
tiative.

The Welcoming
Communities  program
came out of a series of
listening sessions organized by the Arrowhead Re-
gional Development Council to identify community
needs in the region’s seven county area. A concern that
arose in all of the counties was the need to foster a
hospitable environment for existing and potential new
residents, especially people representative of Ameri-
ca’s growingly diverse population.

According to Northspan, this new program “seeks
to bring together individuals from diverse back-
grounds in a spirit of humility and curiosity to explore
intercultural differences and find ways to adapt to the
challenges that can emerge from them. Inclusiveness is
central to a Welcoming Community and programming
focuses on bringing together people from different
backgrounds to help build mutual intercultural under-
standing. This programming lays the long-term foun-
dation to create ladders of opportunities and eliminate
systemic barriers for people of diverse backgrounds,
many of whom face significant disparities in northeast
Minnesota,” https://www.northspan.org/about.

In her coordinator’s role, Amber Lewis works on
supporting talent retention and community engage-
ment in the region through facilitating community
conversations, learning opportunities, and commu-
nity projects centered on belonging and inclusivity.
She joined Northspan in 2021 on a two-year fellow-
ship with Lead for America and has a master's degree
in conflict analysis and resolution from George Mason
University. Lewis spent the first 20 years of her life on
the Iron Range. Coming from a large family, with five
sisters and one brother, Amber realized early on that
diversity can accompany conflict but can also bring the
greatest joy.

Northern Progressives has a progressive social
and political agenda and works to educate its members
and the public about current civic affairs. For more in-
formation, contact Leah Rogne, 218-787-2212 or leah.
rogne@gmail.com.

Welcome spring all-you-can-eat pancake

breakfast Saturday, May 6

EMBARRASS - The Embarrass Region Fair
Association is sponsoring an all-you-can-eat pancake
breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. at Timber Hall this Satur-
day. The pancake breakfast includes choice of ham or
sausage links, fruit cup, juice, and bottomless cup of
coffee. The cost for breakfast is $6 for adults, $3 for
children ages six to ten years, and children under five
years eat free.

Memorial Blood Centers will be on hand taking
donations during the Saturday’s breakfast. A huge
“Thank You” goes out to everyone who pre-registered
to donate. All of the donation time slots are full.

Applications are now being accepted for

the Partners in Policymaking Class 41

REGIONAL - Advocacy and leadership training
for Minnesotans with disabilities and parents raising
children with developmental disabilities is now avail-
able through the Partners in Policymaking class.

Partners in Policymaking teaches leadership
skills and how to develop positive partnerships
with elected officials and other policymakers who
make decisions about the services to families raising
children with disabilities or adults with disabilities.
There is no cost for participants. Meal, hotel stay,
training materials are paid and gas for travel and
childcare costs are reimbursed. This no fee, advocacy
and leadership training program was developed by
the Minnesota Governor’s Council on Developmental
Disabilities. Since 1987, Minnesota has graduated
more than 1,200 individuals.

Parents of young children with developmental
disabilities and adults with disabilities may apply.
Deadline is July 14. Search for more information at
partnersinpolicymakingMN.org
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I Tower-Soudan

Fourth of July Fireworks

I are CANCELLED for 2023

Due to not enough time to raise the
necessary funds
I (estimated cost is $17,000)

Thank you to all those who did make a
I donation. If you would like, we can hold
your donation for 2024 fireworks, or we
can return them. We are already working
I on a fundraising plan for fireworks for next
year. For more information contact:
I Jolene at 218-255-2131 or email:
tseventsboard@gmail.com

TOWER - The Lake Ver-
milion Guides League is holding
their 13th annual Take-a-Kid-
Fishing event on July 19 at For-
tune Bay Resort Casino marina.
Fishing day registration starts at
8:30 a.m. and fishing runs from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event
is open to kids between the ages
of 10 and 15. Anyone interested
in signing their child up for the
event can do so by visiting www.
lakevermilionguideleague.com.
The sign up form along with more
information on the event is locat-
ed on the website’s home page.
The Take-a-Kid-Fishing event
is limited to 100 participants, so
anyone interested is encouraged

to sign up early.

FISHING

Signup now open online for
annual Take-a-Kid-Fishing event

i)
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Kids ages 10-15 are invited to join the annual event. file photo.
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4-H offers many g;)portunities to
engage youth during summer 2023

REGIONAL - All kin-
dergarten-eighth  graders
are invited to participate
in 4-H Project Fun Day.
Attendees have a chance
to explore and have fun
with a variety of 4-H proj-
ect areas. This wonderful
opportunity to see what
4-H is all about and learn
new skills is Saturday,
May 6 from 10 a.m.-2
p-m. at Messiah Lutheran
Church in Mt. Iron. Cost
is $10 per person and
scholarships are available.
More information and
registration at z.umn.edu/
sleprojectfunday?23.

Also upcoming is
the 4-H Shooting Sports
and Wildlife Club. This
opportunity is for youth
in grades three through
a year past high school.
Students learn important
life skills through safe and
educational  experiences
while exploring firearm
safety and the importance
of conserving Minnesota’s
natural resources. Disci-
plines offered are BB Gun
- third grade and older,
archery -third grade and
older, air rifle and air pis-
tol — fourth grade and old-

VIRGINIA — Mesabi
Musical Theatre (MMT)
is bringing back its sum-
mer musicals with Roald
Dahl’s Willy Wonka, a
stage adaptation of the
book Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. Au-
ditions will be held May
22 — 23 at Eveleth-Gil-
bert High School, and
performances will be this
summer at the new Rock
Ridge High School Per-
forming Arts Center.

“The Mesabi Mu-

er, .22 rifle and .22 pistol
- seventh grade and older,
shotgun - seventh grade
and older. All youth are
eligible to attend the 4-H
State Shoot in September.
All equipment will be pro-
vided. The cost is free ex-
cept for shotgun which is
$7 per session. Group will
meet Mondays starting
in May from 6-7:30 p.m.
at the Hibbing Shooting
Range off Marksmanship
Road. To join, contact Ni-
cole at 218-749-7120 or
vande422 @umn.edu.

All youth in grades
3-8 are encouraged to join
the 4-H Engineering and
Design Challenge Team.
Youth develop critical
thinking, creativity, inno-
vation, and problem-solv-
ing skills, and have fun at
the same time. Each year,
teams of youth build a
Rube Goldberg style ma-
chine to solve a theme-
based engineering chal-
lenge. The team will begin
meeting in June. To join,
contact Nicole at 218-
749-7120 or vande422@
umn.edu.

Children grades K-6
are invited to participate

in 4-H Healthy Sprouts
Pizza Garden Day Camp
at Olcott Park in Virginia.
Attendees have a chance
to explore a variety of
hands-on activities each
day including gardening,
science, and nutrition. At
the end of the week camp-
ers take home their very
own pizza garden. Camp
runs June 26-29 from 10
am. — 12 p.m. This is a
wonderful opportunity to
have fun and learn new
skills! Cost is free. More

information and regis-
tration at z.umn.edu/4h-
healthysprouts23.

NE 4-H Camp at Long
Lake is open to youth in
grades 3-6. Children are
invited to join us as we
explore nature through
games, camp songs and
hands-on activities. Join
us at the beautiful Long
Lake Conservation Center
in Palisade for three days
and two nights of adven-
ture June 28-30. Scholar-
ships are available. To join,
contact Nicole at 218-749-
7120 or vande422@umn.
edu. More information at
z.umn.edu/ne4hcamp.

4-H Water Watch-

THEATER
Mesabi Musical Theatre announces Willy Wonka auditions

sical Theatre board and
production staff are as
eager to begin rehears-
als as Charlie is to find
Wonka’s Golden Ticket,”
Tucker Nelson said. “We
have missed performing
for Iron Range audiences,
and it’s time to return to
the stage. We chose Roald
Dahl’s Willy Wonka for
its familiar story, its inter-
generational cast, and the
fun technical challenges it
presents.”

Auditions are sched-

e

CHALLENGE
YOURSE fy

HAVE YOU EVER....

-Thought that you might get a chance to
use that old dusty band instrument again?

-Thought...why don’t you?
-Thought of how much fun, those
Klown Band members are having?

-Thought of how great it would feel
to be a part of this entertaining group?
-Thought of the thrill of being a Klown?

-Thought of the challenge of
making people laugh?
-Thought that you only live once?
So then, what are you waiting for?2?2

Contact: Jerry Fink 216-343-1316

D

JusT
poIT!

uled for Monday, May 22
and Tuesday, May 23 at
the Eveleth-Gilbert High
School band room (enter
through door six at the
new gym). Singing and
acting auditions begin at
6 p.m. both nights. Those
wishing to audition may
attend either night and
should expect to be pres-
ent for about an hour and
a half. An online form will
be available prior to audi-
tions. A list of scheduling
conflicts is requested for
May 29 — August 6.

Roles are available
for children, teens, and
adults. Characters range
from leads (Willy Wonka
and Charlie Bucket) to

Current city of Tower Vendor
Permit needed.

For information/paperwork
required, contact Jolene at:
218-255-2131 or email:
tseventboard@gmail.com

Tower-Soudan
4th of July Committee

is looking for
Food Trucks and Vendors
for the celebration on
Tuesday, July 4

ers is a new program for
all youth in sixth-tenth
grades. In Water Watch-
ers, youth will have the
opportunity to be citizen
scientists and explore
the environment through
hands-on, practical, re-
al-life applications. Youth
will be encouraged to
share what they learn
about Aquatic Invasive
Species and Terrestrial
Invasive Species with oth-
ers while learning what it
means to be a scientist, be
part of a scientific team,
and contribute to the sci-
entific community. The
group will meet Wednes-
day, June 28, July 12, 19,
26, and Aug. 2, 9 from 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. This program
is free. For more informa-
tion and to register visit
z.umn.edu/nsl4hwater-
watchers.

For more informa-
tion on upcoming events,
camps, day camps, and
other learning opportuni-
ties visit www.extension.
umn.edu and search 4-H
events.

non-speaking  squirrels.
There will also be oppor-
tunities to help with set
construction, publicity,
hair and makeup, and ush-
ering.

This title is presented
through special arrange-
ments with Music Theatre
International (MTI).

Roald Dahl’s Willy
Wonka will be presented at
Rock Ridge High School,
opening Thursday, July 27
at 7 p.m., with shows con-
tinuing Thursday and Fri-
day for two weeks, along
with two Sunday matinees
at 2 p.m. Tickets will go
on sale in early July.

_"ﬁ
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- It’s the end of one
era and the beginning of an-
other in the storied history of
the Comet Theater in Cook, as
owner Carol Carlson announced
this week that she has sold the
business to Stephanie and Ryan
Horner.

Carlson made the official
announcement on social media.

“Being the steward of the
Comet for 23 years has been
both an honor and a labor of
love,” she wrote. “I have loved
the Comet as my home, as my
business and as a member of
the community. I have given it
my heart and soul but it’s time
to pass the torch. The business
needs a team, new energy and
ideas who can breathe new life
into it.”

The Comet opened in 1939,
the same year “The Wizard of
Oz” was released, and Carlson
and her husband, John Metsa,
bought the theater in 2000.

The diversification of the
business with the addition of a
coffee shop and clothing bou-
tique allowed the Comet to sur-
vive and thrive at a time when
movies were becoming harder
to get and finance, Carlson said.
And when Carlson and her hus-
band lived upstairs, the Comet
served as a performance ven-
ue for concerts, although those
were discontinued after they
rented out the living quarters to
others.

Carlson managed the ex-
pensive industry shift from film
to digital movies and projection
by starting a Kickstarter cam-
paign, “Save the Comet The-
ater,” that raised $81,866 from
381 backers to buy the neces-
sary equipment.

“I realized how much she
meant to people when we did
that Kickstarter,” Carlson told
the Timberjay on Tuesday. “Peo-
ple really didn’t want this to go
down, and I was like, well, it’s
never going to go down on my
watch. You just give it what you
can, and that’s what we’ve been
doing for the last 23 years, and
people appreciate it. It’s kind of
a magical spot.”

Carlson has been gratified
by the response from the com-
munity to her announcement,
both through the dozens of com-
ments responding to her post and
the people who have stopped by
the Comet to wish her well.

“Frankly, it’s wonderful,

MOVIES, COFFEE, AND MORE

New owners at Comet Theater i in Cook

Carol Carlson (right) hands
over keys to the Comet to
Ryan and Stephanie Horner.

Right: The historic theater
building on River St. in
Cook. submitted photos

but a little overwhelming,” she
said. “The people who stop in
here have really become family,
and it’s a treasure. It means a lot
to the community. I want to say
thank you for your support. It’s
meant a great deal to me, it re-
ally has. The town, too. In these
small towns you just don’t have
the amenities some places have,
so it’s been just really beautiful
keeping this together and having
a place where people can come.
I appreciate people coming in
and supporting us.”

New owners

Stephanie and Ryan Horn-
er are familiar faces to anyone
who has visited the Vince Shute
Wildlife Sanctuary in recent
years. Formerly executive di-
rector, Stephanie was named
president of the American Bear
Association, the nonprofit that
operates the sanctuary, last year.
Ryan has and continues to serve
as the sanctuary’s chief opera-
tions manager.

But some folks may actual-
ly know them through the Com-
et.

“Steph and Ryan have been

kind of part of the community
with the bears for the last seven
years,” Carlson said. “They have
actually rented from us in the
past and have worked with us.
Last year, both of them worked
with us here at the Comet a little
bit. So, we’ve just gotten to be
close friends.”

So how did the friendship
turn into a business deal? From
the challenge of finding an af-
fordable place to live in the area
and a lot of suggestions.

“Honestly, I think the big-
gest reason is that we’ve been
looking for a home forever,”
Steph Horner said. “This was the
only thing that started to make
sense. Carol’s stepson has been
suggesting we buy the Comet
for probably five years now, and
we used to just laugh him off.
But now being the president of

the bear sanctuary, I felt like I
had a little bit more freedom to
do some stuff, and that kind of
played a factor into us believing
that maybe we can do it all. This
was the first year that I actually
worked here for Carol, too, for a
short period before I went back
to the bears and I loved it.”

So, the upstairs of the Com-
et will once again be occupied
by its owners, but the Horn-
ers aren’t leaving Vince Shute.
They’1l continue there full-time,
Ryan through the fall and Steph
year-round. So, for running the
Comet, they’ve called in some-
one to help, Shelly Hlavinka,
Steph’s mother.

“We’ve hired my mother
and asked her to move up here
from the Twin Cities,” Horn-
er said. “She’s going to run the
theater during the summer into

the fall, and then in the fall and
winter Ryan and I will take over
and she’ll have a little bit of va-
cation time. She’s very excited.
She’s had quite a lot of experi-
ence working in boutiques and
coffee shops. Never a theater,
but yeah, she’s excited.”

And the Horners have their
own experience to bring to the
table, too. Both were managers
for Target a number of years ago
and have worked with the gift
shops at the bear sanctuary. And
they’ve gotten a ton of advice
from a very reliable source.

“Carol has done an excel-
lent job of preparing us,” Horn-
er said. “She’s been so helpful
every step of the way. She really
has set us up to succeed, which
we’re grateful for.”

And with a couple so close-
ly tied to Vince Shute, expect to
see some tie-ins with the Comet
coming up.

“We are doing a bit of a
partnership with the sanctuary,”
Horner said. “We are going to
sell tickets out of here for the
sanctuary, and we will do occa-
sional discounts on those tick-
ets. We’re going to sell a bit of
merchandise where the proceeds
go directly to feeding the bears.
And we are definitely going to
do year-round events where I
will put them on and be the face
of the sanctuary. But they won’t
just be sanctuary related. We
have lots of different ideas for
stuff, but nothing concrete yet.”

But there’s another idea
that’s definitely in the works.
The Comet is going to add ice
cream to its menu.

“Hopefully Memorial Day
weekend is the goal for ice
cream,” Horner said.

And as for the main draw
for any theater, the movies?

“I’ve got a gal that Carol
hired and I think she’s worked
for Carol the last couple of
years and had done the mov-
ies,” Horner said. “She’ll be
back from college on May 15,
so maybe a week after that we’ll
start movies.”

With the business having
officially changed hands, Horn-
er said that they’re doing a soft
opening for two weeks, with the
hours being 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“But then come the week
before Memorial Day weekend
we’re going to be open 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.,” she said.

REAL ESTATE

218-666-5352

MLS#144499 $379,900

'WE NEED LISTINGS!

Contact us for a free
property valuation

info@bicrealty.com bicrealty.com

I’FALLS 3 BR, 2 BA home on 10 acres.
Property includes 1,440 sq ft non-insulated
garage and 2,400 sq ft insulated garage
that is zoned optional commercial use.
Has city water and private septic system.

TOWER 1 BR, 4 BA home w/commercial
kitchen, 2-stall detached garage. Known as
the old Wayside Cafe this property presents
a unique business or home opportunity.
MLS#144182 $435,000

WE SELL THE NORTH!

\ VERMILION

LANIID COFFICE

‘ Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook * Tower * Virginia

= RE/MAX

we 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Lake Country

MLS#143950

MLS#141325

1]

Britt-$149,500 15+ acre building site. Wooded
with ponds and adjoins state and federal lands.

Sandpoint Lake-$225,000 Furnished 3 BR cabin
on 2.77 acres located on the SE point just north
of the Canadian customs facility. Cabin has metal
roof, family room, garage and shed at the water’s
edge. Electric service available from Canadian
Sandpoint Power Association.

Buyck-$59,500 14.9 acres on the Niles Bay
Forest Rd, views of Lake Vermilion, driveway and
gravel pit. MLS#144570

Daniels Pond, Buyck-$99,900 46.5 acres, 1,650
ft airstrip with 3,487 ft of shoreline on a pond.

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

RE/MAX

——= Let s Make old Happen For You Too'

NEXT TIME Come Home!
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Take a second look
for schools

The Legislature should seek more
information before adding to school
district unemployment costs

The Legislature appears to
be giving to schools with one
hand and taking away with the
other, and it could prove a huge
challenge to school districts in
our region. We’ve spoken to
two business managers at area
schools and they see major fi-
nancial repercussions from a
change currently included in
the omnibus education finance
bill currently winding its way
through the Legislature.

At issue is the payment
of unemployment benefits to
hourly school staff who typi-
cally don’t work in the summer
months when schools are on
break. That includes folks like
bus drivers, food service work-
ers, paraprofessionals, and oth-
er aides.

We have no objection to
extending unemployment ben-
efits to these workers, many of
whom struggle to make ends
meet in the summer if they don’t
have seasonal jobs to make up
the difference. Unfortunately,
as currently written, the legisla-
tion fails to provide a means for
funding this potentially large
additional expense for school
districts, which could include
the unemployment costs of
many dozens of employees,
even for mid-sized districts.
Estimates we’ve heard from
area school districts put the
potential costs in the hundreds
of thousands of dollars range.
This could well be a whopper
of an unfunded mandate, one
that business managers believe
will put serious pressure on al-
ready tight school budgets.

As we’ve reported recent-
ly, while the pandemic may
be at an end, its repercussions
continue to linger. Think of
it as “long COVID,” only for
schools rather than patients.
The pandemic altered how
many families approached ed-
ucation, with more choosing to
utilize online options even after
schools reopened. Enrollments
dipped during the pandemic at
many schools, and some, like
the St. Louis County School
District, have to yet to recover
to pre-pandemic levels. Fewer
students means fewer state dol-
lars to pay the bills.

To suddenly foist a ma-
jor new expense on schools
in a period of already-stressed
budgets, without providing a
means to pay for it, is only go-
ing to make matters worse.

The Legislature appears
to recognize there’s a poten-
tial problem. The omnibus bill
does require the Department of
Education to track the costs of
providing unemployment ben-

efits to hourly workers during
the summer months and report
back to the Legislature by Jan.
15 of each year.

That’s all well and good,
but a report provides no guar-
antee that future Legislatures
will opt to reimburse for those
additional costs incurred by
schools.

The Legislature deserves
credit for its consideration of
hourly school workers, many
of whom tend to be underpaid.
It’s a laudable change in prior-
ities that reflects DFL control
in St. Paul. Yet, such priorities
need to be tempered by reality.
Asking school districts to shell
out for additional unemploy-
ment benefits up front and then
wait for possible state reim-
bursement in the future would
be onerous in good times, but
it’s particularly stressful at a
time when many school bud-
gets are extremely tight. If this
provision ultimately leads to
school district lay-offs, which
is distinctly possible, there will
be losers as well as winners as
a result of this measure.

At a time when the state
has an enormous budget sur-
plus, it’s unreasonable to ask
school districts to shoulder the
cost of this expanded eligibili-
ty for unemployment benefits.
The Legislature should include
a funding allocation along with
this mandate or let school dis-
tricts levy to cover the cost of
the extra benefits. Currently,
the measure expressly forbids
the use of levy authority to pay
for the extra cost of paying out
these benefits.

Lawmakers shouldn’t as-
sume increases in the formu-
la funding will make up these
added costs. Schools are al-
ready dealing with the effects
of inflation, be it for food, fuel,
new buses, or teaching sup-
plies. At the same time, districts
are understandably facing pres-
sure for wage increases as their
employees experience similar
declines in their buying power.

Perhaps the best approach
would be to have the Depart-
ment of Education and the De-
partment of Employment and
Economic Development report
back next January on the likely
costs of this provision to school
districts and provide options for
covering those costs. The goal
here is worthy, but as current-
ly outlined, this measure takes
a shoot first, ask questions lat-
er approach, and that puts area
school budgets at risk. There’s
got to be a better way.
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
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Where did
America’s sense

of humor go?

Catie Clark’s drag show
article, “Culture wars come to
Ely”, made me wonder what
happened to our American
sense of humor. People my
age can probably remember
when the 4th of July parade
would have a clown band. It
was usually made up of mid-
dle-aged men in various stag-
es of sobriety. One of them
would be wearing a wig and a
dress and a couple of fantastic
boobs. He’d march down the
street blowing the cobwebs
out of his trombone while the
audience tried to figure out his
identity.

There was no concern
about grooming and I suspect
the only grooming going on
at modern drag shows is by
protesters who are grooming
their children to be bigots like
Mommy and Daddy.

Bob Tammen

Soudan

Former Gov. Carlson
calls Minnesotans to

action

In an appeal to Minneso-
tans who care for clean water
and air as well as for environ-
mental justice, former Gov.
Arne Carlson has been urging
people to write and call their
legislators about plans to in-
crease mining of nickel and
other strategic metals in north-
ern Minnesota. “Sulfide min-
ing has never been undertaken
in Minnesota,” Carlson said.

“We can agree that our
nation needs metals such as
copper, nickel, and titanium
that are vital to our technolog-
ical economy. We can further
agree that Minnesota needs to
protect its dwindling supply
of healthy drinking water. We
should also be able to come
together on the reality that cer-
tain types of mining including
sulfide mining are highly dan-
gerous. Just two mining proj-
ects, Tamarack and the New
Range copper nickel mines

will place the bulk of Minne-
sota’s drinking water at risk
and this includes the metro
area,” wrote the former gov-
ernor.

Carlson explained that
sulfide mining is vastly differ-
ent from mining for iron ore.
When searching for metals
such as copper and nickel, the
process creates a chemical re-
action that generates sulfuric
acid that migrates to adjacent
rocks thereby releasing mer-
cury, arsenic, asbestos, cadmi-
um, etc. into the air and water
“This is clearly deadly to the
surrounding environment and
the drinking water for Minne-
sotans,” he said.

Lynn Mizner

Palisade

Conservatives
should worry
about their own

bootstraps

Here we are again with
Congress going through fric-
tion about whether or not to
raise the debt ceiling (some-
thing the Trump Administra-
tion did three times).

Usually, conservatives try
to put the ax to social safety
net programs. Their philoso-
phy seems to hang on the free
economy adage that “people
should pull themselves up
by their own bootstraps.....
and not depend on govern-
ment handouts.” This is their
mantra until a bank failure or
a corporation is threatened
with bankruptcy. Then, all of
a sudden, capitalists become
socialists by asking for a gov-
ernment bailout or rescue.

The 2008 mortgage
meltdown is a prime example
of the “conservative” financial
industry doing risky things
and the also more recent Sil-
icon Valley Bank irresponsi-
bility. Banks are supposed to
go through “stress tests” to see
if they are able to weather the
economic storms. Didn’t hap-
pen with SVB. Then you have
the fraudulent players like En-
ron who cook the books and
play by their own rules.

The Speaker of the U.S.

House and his cohorts want
to “cut spending” and shrink
the budget, making for their
dream of “less government.”
He should start with his own
state: The USDA, in total ag-
riculture commodity programs
paid out $10.386 billion to
California farmers. (Source:
USDA database at ewg.org)

That’s ten billion, three
hundred eighty-six million
dollars for the years 1995 to
2021. On top of that, there
are California Department of
Food and Agriculture grants
that are also available to farm-
ers.

The federal dollars usu-
ally go to the largest ag busi-
nesses all over the USA. The
bigger you are, the more cash
you can get. These programs
were started to help strug-
gling farmers and ranchers
to compete with producers in
other countries who can pay
their helpers poverty wages,
don’t have to pay into work-
ers’ comp or any other social
safety net programs. How-
ever, from sugar beets, corn,
soybeans and dairy here in
Minnesota to grains and dairy
in California, the feds guaran-
tee to make up for market loss
(price support subsidy), offer
cheaper crop insurance rates,
and offer loan deficiency pro-
grams.

So-called conservatives

need to practice what they
preach and have their donor
base pull themselves up by
their own bootstraps.

Mark Roalson

Hoyt Lakes

ChatGPT, deepfakes, and the fabrication of truth

I hope you will all join me
in offering hearty congratula-
tions to our publisher, Marshall
Helmberger, for being awarded
a Pulitzer Prize in journalism
for his ongoing coverage of the
copper-nickel mining

be fascinated with what’s
called generative artificial intel-
ligence, computer programs that
take immense amounts of writ-
ten or image data they’ve been
fed to create unique new com-
positions based

issue in our region.

on their predictive

OK, confession:
Marshall didn’t real-
ly win a Pulitzer, but
you might believe he
did if you read the
press release 1 told
ChatGPT to write
about it. You’re surely
all aware of ChatGPT

abilities of what
words or images
should go together
to make up the fi-
nal product.
ChatGPT did a
bang up job on that
fake  announce-
ment, just as if it

by now, if only from
reading past columns
I’ve written mention-
ing it. I continue to

COLBURN

had been reading
all of Marshall’s
articles over the
years, and making

me wonder if some past issues
of the Timberjay have been fod-
der for its training, as it clearly
reflected his passion for the top-
ic and the many angles he’s tak-
en in his coverage.

It just didn’t have any clue
that Marshall hasn’t won a Pu-
litzer.

And there’s the rub with
current versions of generative
Al — it can’t accurately tease
fact from fiction, and that’s a
challenge that can be dangerous
in the wrong hands.

The generative Al image
creator Midjourney created a bit
of a stir a few weeks ago when
British journalist Eliot Higgins
used it to imagine what the ar-
rest of Donald Trump would

look like, then shared those im-
ages on Twitter. In typical Mi-
djourney fashion, some police
had too many fingers, some too
few, the faces were somewhat
unclear and the scenes melo-
dramatic, but five million views
later, people had a clear exam-
ple of how generative Al can
be used to fake reality, causing
more than a few folks to turn
their heads in surprise and dis-
belief. The disbelief was, in this
case, warranted, but only obvi-
ous upon closer inspection.

It’s certainly not the first
time deception has made its way
into politics, nor will it be the
last, but the ease with which de-
ceptive materials can be created
should be a real concern for the

public, particularly with a presi-
dential election coming up.
I’ve spent some time feed-
ing ChatGPT some ridiculous
requests, and so far it’s com-
plied without a nod or a wink.
For example, ChatGPT, at my
direction, wrote a speech from
President Biden advocating
the use of nuclear arms to take
care of the illegal immigration
problem on our southern border.
It was a thoughtful response.
noting that the targets would
be the roads and infrastructure
and criminal organizations sup-
porting illegal immigration, and
not the immigrants themselves,

See TRUTH..pg. 5
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How did Skraba fall

for such radicals?

NPR aired a show called
“No Compromise.” On the
show they featured the Dorr
Brothers. Ben Dorr is the CEO
of the Minnesota Gun Rights
group. Greg Pruit is a podcaster
for The 2nd Amendment Daily,
a right wing media show. An-
other speaker was introduced as
Melissa, one who revels in con-
frontational politics. The Dorrs
are from Iowa where the family
owns a printing company allow-
ing them to send direct mailings
anywhere. I had no idea that my
money was going to this right-
wing radical gun group. No
more, these folks are right on
the edge of being a militia, darn
close. It’s crazy to think a state
Rep. from Ely would be align-
ing with these fanatics and bring
that dip___ Nathan Wesenberg
to Ely. This is like being in a
room full of a virus, one does
not know who is infected with
the radical right. How come I
don’t have crazy ideas like they
do?? How did poor Roger Skra-
ba get on this wagon?

Skip Dickinson

Britt

Hauschild has deliv-

ered for our region
Sen. Grant Hauschild, rep-
resenting the Third District,
has kept his promise of deliv-
ering for his constituents. He
has been the chief author of 90

TRUTH...Continued from page 4

Letters from Readers

Senate bills designed to help our
northeastern Minnesota fami-
lies and communities, and he
has co-authored 181 bills since
the legislative session began on
Jan. 3, 2023: a truly incredible
accomplishment!

Sen. Hauschild was the
chief Senate author of the bi-
partisan legislation that brought
extended unemployment bene-
fits to address the terrible finan-
cial situation faced by over 400
Northshore Mining families of
Silver Bay, and he helped get it
signed into law in less than one
month.

He was chief author of the
Minnesota Great Start Childcare
and Early Learning Workforce
Grant Program to permanently
help young, struggling Minne-
sota families access important
childcare services and support
these important childcare pro-
viders with improved com-
pensation for their critically
important early childhood de-
velopment work.

Sen. Hauschild has au-
thored and supported many
important bills including the
Minnesota schoolchildren’s
universal breakfast and lunch
providing low-income children
critical, basic food security.

As a healthcare profession-
al, I am proud that he is stand-
ing tall against the greed of
drug companies, ensuring that
all Minnesotans can afford the
medicines they need.

His vote made Minnesota a
national leader in our transfor-

mation to a more affordable, re-
liable and clean, renewable
energy economy. Minnesota
industries now can out-compete
in international markets with
decarbonized, “green” manu-
facturing, creating opportuni-
ties for sustainable, beneficial,
clean-energy jobs supporting
our families and communities
with good living wages.

Sen. Hauschild has listened
carefully to his constituents, and
he has worked hard, with great
integrity, to help them from St.
Paul. We can be thankful he
has chosen to give so much of
his time and energy to listen and
deliver for all the families and
communities of our region.

Michael Overend

Two Harbors

Beware those who
are causing the
darkness

Warm air, with less mass
per unit of volume, rises in
heavier cold air. Trump’s “hot-
air balloon” rose rapidly in the
toxic atmosphere of our politi-
cal economy driven by contin-
ual blasts of fire from Trump’s
flaming torch. These blasts
stoked the anger and resentment
of working people who were
betrayed by establishment pol-
iticians after years of corporate
capitalism’s empty promises.

Scapegoating, enflamed
by racial division through ze-
ro-sum lies about white work-

ing peoples’ losses allegedly
due to minority gains. Blaming
false targets allowed the Trump
balloon to soar ever higher and
further. Trump’s loss at the polls
and the lies of a stolen election
ignited the Jan. 6 Insurrection to
destroy political democracy.

A constituency manipulat-
ed by a few ultraconservative
billionaires keeps people apart
and divided, rather than stand-
ing together, united. Women,
minorities and young people
carried “Lady Liberty’s torch of
freedom” to cast heat and light
on cleansing the noxious polit-
ical atmosphere of homegrown
fascism.  An unprecedented
2022 off-year election held off
the forces of white supremacy,
authoritarianism and Christian
nationalism.

Who gets to tell the Ameri-
can Story? Narrow doctrinaire
narratives flood the corporate
airwaves on politics, econom-
ics, literature, art, education
and even in religion. Critiquing
the power of organized wealth
is marginalized as unworthy.
“Out-of-the-box” ideas rarely
see the light of day. The mar-
ketplace of ideas, truth and hu-
man need deserve open inquiry
to expose corporate capitalism’s
dominance in our political econ-
omy.

Republican Party extrem-
ism threatens to undermine over
200 years of struggle to democ-
ratize society with gains in vot-
ing rights for women and mi-
norities. Only real democracy

will “bring to light” our antidem-
ocratic corporate-driven econo-
my. Victor Hugo declared; “If
the soul is left in darkness, sins
will be committed. The guilty
one is not the one who commits
the sin, but the one who causes
the darkness.”

Harold Honkola

Stillwater

Your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to marshall@timberjay.
com.

We ask that letters
be limited to 300 words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page. We want to
know what you think!

still on its very face an
outlandish and impossible
proposition.

How this sort of thing
can get really dangerous
is when such writing is
paired with the rapidly
evolving ability to clone
voices and images to cre-
ate realistic “deepfake”
videos. Early deepfakes
of Tom Cruise were rough
yet good enough to go vi-

ral. The technology now is
astounding.

People have already
been putting words in
President Biden’s mouth,
and others, through deep-
fakes. Totally fake Bidens
spouting off nonsense
seem to be popular these
days, as the “President”
can be found online crass-
ly commenting on big
booties and ice cream,

extolling the virtues of
low-grade cheap weed,
and arguing with Trump
in the online version of
the game Grand Theft
Auto. But there’s a more
nefarious deepfake that
surfaced as well, one in
which “Biden” delivers
a “speech” denouncing
transgender people.
Deepfakes are in-
creasingly easy to make

with cheap apps available
to use right on your smart-
phone. And what’s even
more amazing (though
more involved) are “real
time” deep fakes using
a camera to focus on a
speaker while a computer
overlays someone else’s
face on them while they’re
speaking. You can see
a remarkable and rather
unnerving display of this

== Thank You z=_

18TH ANNUAL SWEET SPRING AUCTION RECOGNITION

We want to express our heartfelt thanks to our generous donors and bidders for making

technology with Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent personali-
ties Simon Cowell, Howie
Mandel, and Terry Crews
“singing” opera projected
on a huge screen as cam-
eras focus on the actual
singers below. Check it
out at https://youtu.be/
MZEsKcezTrM. And re-
member that it’s now only
one easy additional step
to clone some politician’s
voice to put in place of the
speaker or singer. It’s a de-
cidedly scary proposition
for the world of politics.
When it comes to
technology, the pace of
development is rapidly
outstripping our legal and
ethical constraints on its
appropriate use. Already

challenged by politicians
and parties who seem to
have no scruples when
it comes to twisting the
truth, generative Al and
deepfake technology is
capable of creating fake
“truths” that could be
seriously deceptive and
harmful. A bill making it a
crime to create deepfakes
without a person’s con-
sent or for the purpose of
influencing elections was
passed by the Minnesota
House this session, but
appears to have stalled in
the Senate. Such steps are
essential at federal and
state levels to protect the
integrity of the political
process, or what little is
still left of it.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on May 8

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from
2:30-5 p.m. Located in

the back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

May 16

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first and
third Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on May 9

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

BEST Golden
Knights majors and

minors summer

baseball

EMBARRASS- The
first practice for this year’s
minors and majors sum-
mer baseball will be on
Tuesday, May 9 at 5 p.m.
at the Embarrass Fields,
4846 County Rd. 21, Em-
barrass.

Cost is $75, and $25
for any additional family
member. Scholarships are
available.

Registration is in per-
son on the first day of prac-
tice, Please bring a base-
ball glove, ball cap, t-shirt
or hoodie, and cleats are
recommended. Minors is
for ages 9-10, and majors
for ages 11-12.

Questions, email best-
goldenknights@gmail.
com.

Little League
sign-up on May 6
SOUDAN- Tow-
er-Soudan Little League
sign-up will be held
on Saturday, May 6 at
10 a.m. at the Soudan
Ballfield. Registrations
also taken online or email
towersoudanlittleleague @
gmail.com.
Little league is open
to all area children ages 4
- 8. Cost is $25 per child.
The first day of prac-
tice will be held on May
6, following registration.

Tower-Soudan-
Embarrass
Bookmobile

Schedule

REGIONAL- The
Arrowhead Bookmobiles
will be in the Tower-
Soudan area on Wednes-
day, May 17; June 7 &
28.

Stops include: Britt
(Sand Lake Storage):
9 - 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte
(Boys & Girls Club): 11
- 11:30 a.m.; Greenwood
(Town Hall): 12 -1 p.m;
Soudan (Post Office area):
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.; Tower
(Civic Center): 3:45 -
4:30 p.m. ; and Embarrass
(Hwy 135 & Hwy 21): 5
— 6 p.m.

More info online
at alslib.info/services/
bookmobile. For more
information on the
Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact
the Arrowhead Library
System, 218-741-3840,
email at als@alslib.info,
or website at alslib.info.

BREITUNG TWP- Nine fire
departments battled a large house
fire in Breitung Township on
Friday, April 28. The blaze was
reported by a passerby around
6:05 a.m. in the 5300 block of the
Junction Road. The fire, which
is believed to have started in the
basement, quickly spread to the
rest of house. Fire departments
on the scene included Breitung,
Tower, Greenwood, Eagles Nest,
Ely, Embarrass, Pike-Sandy-Britt,
Vermilion Lake, and Morse-Fall
Lake. The Tower Area Ambulance
Service (TAAS) provided medical
standby at the scene. No injuries
were reported. The house is a total
loss. A Breitung Fire Department
official said the cause of the fire
is undetermined because of the
massive extent of damages.

Photo courtesy of Northland Fire

Wire

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Soudan home destroyed in early morning fire
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Confirmation
services held

On April 29, 2023,

St. Martin’s hosted
Confirmation ser-
vices for students
from St. Anthony’s
(Ely), Holy Cross

(Orr) and St. Martin’s
(Tower). Pictured:
Back row: Deacon
Dan Schultz, Wesley
Sandy, Claire Blauch,
Sammy Prijatel, Tommy
Homer, and Deacon
Don Klick; Front Row:
Father Beau Braun,
Matthew Zupancich,
Riley Las, Helen Koch,
Bishop Daniel Felton,
and Father Charlie
Friebohle. submitted

TOWER- Plans are being finalized for
the Tower-Soudan area-wide annual Memo-
rial Day Tribute to be held on Monday, May
29, at the Herb Lamppa Civic Center from
10 a.m. to noon. This tribute will honor the
military service and sacrifice of our men and
women in uniform, their families at home,
and those who have made the ultimate sacri-

fice for our country.

The names of local veterans killed in ac-
tion and deceased veterans will be read. A
medley of patriotic songs will be sung by the

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED

Memorial Day service set for Monday, May 29

Tower-Soudan Area Singers under the direc-
tion of Rolf Anderson.

The Tower Soudan Area Singers will
practice on Monday, May 8, Wednesday,
May 17, and Monday, May 22, from 5 - 6:30
p-m. in the music room at the Tower Elemen-
tary School. If you are interested in joining
the singers, contact Rolf Anderson at 218-

753-3262. All are welcome.

If you know the name of a recently de-
ceased veteran whose name should be added
to our roll call, contact Barb Peyla. Call or

text 218-410-7883 or send an email to bng-

peyla@gmail.com.

ditional Memor
symbolic Tomb

The program will conclude with a tra-

ial Day wreath placed on a
of the Unknown Soldier in a

ceremony to be held outside the Civic Center.
Refreshments provided by the Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club will be served before

and following the tribute. Everyone is invited

and encouraged
event.

to attend this heartwarming

Spaghetti benefit
planned for Pecchia

family on May 13

TOWER- The Tower
Fire and Ambulance de-
partments are sponsoring
a spaghetti dinner bene-
fit, bake sale, and silent
auction for the Pecchia
family on Saturday, May
13 from 12 — 6 p.m. at
the Civic Center in Tow-
er. Cost is $10 per plate,
children five and under
free. Family of four or
more $25. To-go orders
available. All proceeds go
to help the family of April
and Lucy Pecchia, who
both died in a tragic car
accident on April 20.

If anyone wishes to
donate items for the si-

COMMUNITY NOTICES

lent auction, you can drop
them off at Tower City
Hall during regular busi-
ness hours.

Lunch Bunch to
meet in Aurora on
May 11

AURORA- The
Lunch Bunch will meet
at Meagan’s in Aurora
on Thursday, May 11 at
12:30 p.m. Please RSVP
to Judy at 218-780-9865
by May 8. Anyone that
would like to join us are
welcomed.

MCCL Spring Tour
TOWER- St. Martin’s
invites all members of the
community to a MCCL
presentation at St. Mar-

FRENCH MANICURE™ PANICLE HYDRANGEA
NOW JUST 24.60 + SHIPPING!

Place your order today!
NatureHills.com ¢ Call 877-879-8939 and mention this ad
& or visit naturehillsdeal.com/bloom26

tin’s on Wednesday, May
17 at 12 noon in the social
hall. Lunch will be pro-
vided, no cost. MCCL’s
presentation will include a
brief history of MCCL, an
update and explanation of
what happened during this
year’s legislative session,
and an overview of their
summer plans.

Nominations being
taken for Tower-
Soudan Parade

Marshall(s)
TOWER-SOUDAN-
The Tower-Soudan Fourth
of July committee is seek-
ing nominations for this
year’s parade marshall(s).
The marshall(s) ride in a
decorated car at the front
of the parade. Please con-
tact Jolene at 218-255-
2131 or email tsevents-
board@gmail.com.

Donations needed
for this year’s

Fourth of July
TOWER-SOUDAN-
Donations are needed for
this year’s Fourth of July.
Funds are used for parade
prizes and the costs of run-

ning the childrens’ games.
Checks can be made
out to TSLVAEB or T-S
Fourth of July and sent to
TSLVAEB, PO Box 461,
Tower, MN, 55790.

Baby Shower

for Life— Fill the
Basinet
fundraiser under-

way

TOWER- The St.
Martin’s Catholic Church
Quilt Ministry is once
again partnering with the
Women’s Care Center in
Duluth. During the month
of May we are sponsoring
a Baby Shower for Life.
All items/money donated
will be given to the Wom-
en’s Care Center. We
spoke with The Crib Club
manager to identify their
specific needs: travel size
lotions, hand sanitizers,
chap stick gifts for our
mothers ; outfits of any
size — summer/fall (9 mo.
to 12 mo. most needed;
Infant/toddler toys; boppy
pillows and covers; bum-
bo Seats; baby monitors;
muslim blankets; security
blankets; infant play mats;

crib sheets; baby proofing
kits (door handles, gates,
outlet covers); white in-
fant socks; white onesies
— newborn sizes; infant
Tylenol; and gift Ccards
for Walmart and Super
One — ($10 - $20)

Donations may be
placed in the basinet lo-
cated at the front entrance
of the church or dropped
off at the rectory.

Let’s fill the basinet
for the Women’s Care
Center! Questions may
be directed to Maryann at
218-753-4310.

When we visited with
the staff at the Women’s
Care Center they told
us that they never have
enough diapers! (Diapers
are used as incentive gifts
for the mothers to be). Our
goal is to send diapers to
them every other month.
Would you be willing to
donate to St. Martin’s Di-
aper Club? If so — make a
check payable to St. Mar-
tin’s — make a note that it
is for the Diaper Club and
we’ll take care of the rest.
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Ely’s first “Dancing with
the Stars” fundraiser

ELY- The Northern Lakes Arts Associa-
tion (NLAA) held its first “Dancing with the
Ely Stars” fundraiser event on April 22. The
show was sold out, even with extra chairs
added into the theater at the Minnesota North
College Vermilion Campus.

The event left the audience in fits of
laughter at the antics of the three judges. The
show featured seven couples who compet-
ed. The winners were Elijah Olson and An-

drea Strom who performed a swing dance to
“Rock around the Clock.” The runners-up
were Jesse and Molly Olson, who performed
a side-splittingly hysterical interpretive dance
to “Total Eclipse of the Sun.” After intermis-
sion, Johnnie Hyde and David Wigdahl per-
formed an exhibition dance medley “Danc-
ing through the Decades,” starting with the
Charleston and ending with the Locomotion.
The event raised $4,715 for NLAA.

Department

Fire in rural Ely destroys
garage and two vehicles

REGIONAL- Morse-Fall Lake and
Babbitt firefighters were dispatched to
a garage fire on Highway 1 near the Ely
Airport on April 30. The fire was report-
ed around 4:45 p.m. The garage and two
vehicles parked nearby were destroyed. No
injuries were reported. The Minnesota State
Fire Marshal’s Office has been called in to
investigate the cause of the blaze.

Photo courtesy of the Morse-Fall Lake Fire

AROUND TOWN

e

Top: lah Lah and Crystal Chopp. Middle: Da
and Andrea Strom. Bottom: Several of the dance contestants and the winners
on stage at the end of the performance. From left-to-right: Timothy Loney, Molly
Roske, Jesse Olson, Elijah Olson, Sunshine Gardner, Alexia Springer, Andrea
Strom, and the Dunn Family—Sally, Jessie, Kevin, and Emily. photos by C. Clark

ce competition winners Elijah Olson

Brain Storm Bakery on Sheridan, home
of Crapola granola, is getting a

face lift. Co-owner Brian Strom told
the Timberjay that the store received a
Minnesota Department of Employment
and Economic Development (DEED)
grant for redoing the whole fagade but
the store couldn’t find a contractor
during the pandemic aftermath before
the allocation deadline expired. H&B
Ltd. of Ely is redoing just the front of
the building for now with an expected
completion sometime in June. Strom
intends to reapply to DEED for a new
grant to cover the cost of redoing the
entire exterior. photo by C. Clark

Twenty-nine Elyites attended a two-
hour sharing session organized by Ely
City Council member Adam Bisbee at
the Ely Folk School on April 19. Both
Bisbee and City Council member Paul
Kess attended. The Ely residents who
came spanned all ages. Attendees were
encouraged to write down questions or
topics of interest, which Bisbee sorted
through during the event for open dis-
cussion. Standout topics were housing,
recycling and sustainability efforts in
the city, and how to improve communi-
cation between the city government and
residents. photo by C. Clark

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY - The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
noon at the Grand Ely
Lodge. Participants have
an opportunity to order
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squi-
er by email at ElyTues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or
call her at 218-216-9141.

Upcoming  Tuesday
Group speakers:

»May 9: Introduc-
tion to TransNorthland,
a nonprofit organization
providing support, advo-
cacy, education & con-
nection to the transgender
community

» May 16: 1854 Trea-
ty with Marne Kaeske

»May 23: Meet New
Elyites

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=

pale morning light shines
announcing a new month’s
here

may’s rain, june’s flowers

Upcoming
Events

Ely Public Library

ELY- The Friends of
the Library book club will
meet on Monday, May 8§,
from 3-4 p.m. The book
for discussion will be
“Discussing Other Birds”
by Sarah Addison Allen.

The library will hold a
Kahoot online trivia game
on the first three books
of the “Magnus Chase”
series by Rick Riordan,
from Monday, May 8 at 3
p-m. to Friday, May 12 at
8 a.m. Register with your
email address to receive
the link to the game.

The Friends of the
Library monthly board

meeting will be on Tues-
day, May 9, from 1-2 p.m.

The library will cele-
brate World Orienteering
Day on Wednesday, May
10, from 3-4 p.m. Attend-
ees will learn how to use
a compass and find their
way using a map and di-
rections. Please register in
advance so the library can
order sufficient supplies.

The library’s “Get
Crafty” group will meet
on Tuesday, May 16 from
3-4 p.m. for flower crafts
to celebrate spring. Please
register in advance so the
library can order sufficient
craft supplies.

Preschool Storytime
is held every Friday from
10:30-11 a.m.

All library events are
at the Ely Public Library
at 224 E. Chapman St.

Ely Community

Education

ELY- Basic dog obe-
dience classes start on
May 8, 6-7 p.m., and run
every Monday until June
26, except for Memorial
Day. The class will meet
in the Ice Arena. Cost is
$120.

Advanced dog obedi-
ence classes start on May
8, 7-8 p.m., and run every
Monday until June 26, ex-
cept for Memorial Day.
The class will meet in the
Ice Arena. Cost is $120.

For a complete listing
of classes and to register,
go to https://www.ely k12.
mn.us/communityed.

Northern Lakes Arts

Association

The Northern Lakes
Arts Association month-
ly board meeting will be
on Monday, May 8, from
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the lob-
by of the Vermilion Fine
Arts Theater, 1900 E.
Camp St. Board meetings
are open to the public.

The Northern Lakes
Arts Association will host
the art show “The Sto-
ries We Share” by Sylvia
Houle. The show will run
from May 15-28 at Ely’s
Historic State Theater.
Viewing hours are limited
to the hours that the State
Theater is open.

Northwoods
Partners
The Northwoods

Partners will hold their
Healthy Aging Expo on
Monday, May 22, from
9 am.-3:30 p.m. at the
Grand Ely Lodge. Speak-
ers will cover all aspects
of aging for older adults
and their caregivers.
This is a no-cost event
open to the public which
includes a light lunch.
The first 125 attendees
will receive a bag full of
swag. This event is possi-
ble through the sponsor-
ship of Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital, Ely
Community  Pharmacy,
and Essentia Health Phar-
macy.

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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Nine students from St. Mary’s

v

in Cook, Holy Cross in Orr and St. Martin’s

in Tower received their first Holy Communion from Fr. Beau Braun at St.
Mary’s in Cook on April 30. Afterwards, the children celebrated with family
and friends in the Church Social Hall with a breakfast buffet put on the
by CCW of St. Mary’s. Pictured from left to right are: Anna Smith, Kensie
Herdman, Christopher Koch, Levi Las, Fr. Beau Braun, Chester Talberg,
Audree Palmer, Hanna Smith, Zane & Brady Lucas. submitted photo

Watercolorist Mary Beth Downs
returns for June workshop

COOK- For a ninth
year Mary Beth Downs
will present a two-day
watercolor workshop,
“MESSING WITH
MASA?”, atthe Cook Com-
munity Center in Cook.
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts (NWFA) is ex-
cited to again welcome
this award-winning artist
who so beautifully shares
her talents. Since 2015,
Downs has presented
each year for NWFA a
new concept in watercolor
technique.

The class begins on
Thursday, June 15 and
continues Friday, June 16
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each
day.

This year Mary Beth
is focused on the use of
Masa paper in both the tra-
ditional and non-tradition-
al approaches. According
to a Google description:
“Masa is a versatile, af-
fordable Japanese paper.
It can be used for a wide
range of art techniques,
including sumi painting,

watercolor, and printmak-
ing. Masa’s strength and
versatility lend it well to
the wetting process. It is
soft and white and has
both internal and surface
sizing. Masa Paper (often
referred to as affordable
Hosho) is machine-made
of sulphite pulp, bright
white and acid-free. One
side is very smooth, while
the other side is toothy. It
is economical and useful
for edition proofs and for
student grade projects.”

There will be demon-
strations to guide stu-
dents. The class is for all
abilities and experience
levels of students.

Mary Beth Downs
began studying fine art
in 1975. She pursued her
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts
degree with a focus on
painting and drawing at
the University of Minne-
sota -- Duluth and gradu-
ated with honors in 1994.
She currently teaches six
classes per week at her
studio in Duluth, The Art

Cellar. She often gives
presentations to local or-
ganizations and conducts
watercolor  workshops.
Visit: www.artcellardulu-
th.com.

The cost of the two-
day workshop is $80
or $65 for members of
NWFA (membership is
$25). When you register
and pay for the workshop
a supply list for the class
will be provided.

To register call Al-
berta at 218-666-2153,
visit the NWFA Gallery
in Cook at 210 S River
St. or go to NWFA’s web-
site at www.nwfamn.org.
where you will also find
a complete list of classes
for 2023.

The Gallery is open
from 10 am.-4 p.m. on
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday and 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
on Saturdays. The mail-
ing address is NWFA, PO
Box 44, Cook MN 5723.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Musto to teach tie

dye class at NWFA

COOK-Join  North-
woods Friends of the Arts
instructor Kris Musto
on June 8 for some fun
tie dying. Participants
should bring some white
cotton items to transform
into eye-catching colored
patterns. How about tea
towels, sweats, t-shirts or
socks?

Register for the class
in Cook, MN at North-
woods Friends of the Arts
Gallery open Wed., Thurs.
and Fri. from 10 a.m to 4
p.m. and Sat. from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The gallery is
located at 210 S. River
St. adjacent to Dream-
Weaver Spa and Salon. Or
students may call Alberta
to register at 218-666-
2153 or email NWFAMN.
ORG@GMAIL.COM.
The cost is only $15 for
NWFA members or $20
for non-members.

Check out our web-
site  at www.nwfamn.
org to see all the upcom-
ing events and classes.
See NWFA also on Face-
book and Instagram.

Friday reception
marks new artist

exhibit at NWFA

COOK-A grand open-
ing reception for “Bur
Oak”, the May exhibit at
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts Gallery in Cook,
will be this Satuday, May
6 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
gallery.

Meet landscape artist
Jon Bryan Burley, nick-
named “Bur Oak” by his
college peers. Burley has
roots in Cook, has paint-
ed since he was 14 years
old, and is also one of the
most cited landscape ar-
chitecture scholars in the
world. Two of his books
published are about sur-
face mine reclamation and
landscape, art, and archi-
tecture history.

Northwoods Friends
of the Arts Gallery, 210
S. River St., Cook, MN.
Open 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Wed., Thurs. & Fri. and
Sat.9 am.to 1 p.m.

North Woods to
host spring family
fun night May 11
FIELD TWP- North
Woods students from birth
to sixth grade and their
families should plan to at-
tend the North Woods El-
ementary Spring Family
Fun Night coming up on
Thursday, May 11 from
4-6 p.m. at the school.
The fun begins with
game stations positioned
throughout the school
commons area. There will
be a also be a large obsta-
cle course, and free high
school baseball and soft-

ball games.
A Radio Flyer Club
demonstration with a

flight simulator begins at
4:30 p.m. in the gymna-
sium. And adventure and
cuddles await by inter-
acting with farm animals

from Cook’s
Connection.

It’s also an opportuni-
ty to learn about the Cook
Hospital occupational
and physical therapy pro-
grams, Project Aware, and
Family and Student Ad-
vocates by visiting their
displays.

Family Fun Night is
truly a community-sup-
ported affair, with prizes
donated by the Cook Li-
ons and VFW, free hot
dogs from Zup’s, and free
snacks from North Star
Credit Union.

The entire family is
welcome. For more in-
formation, call 218-666-
5221.

Country
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Cook council gives
thumbs up for flowers

by DaviD COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- A new floral
look is coming to down-
town light poles in Cook
after the Cook City Coun-
cil approved a request to
go ahead with the plan at
its regular council meet-
ing last week.

Steve Kajala with
Friends of the Parks pre-
sented the proposal to
the council, which would
involve hanging special
flower pots filled with
supertunias, a hardy form
of petunia that does well
in Minnesota summer
weather. The pots are de-
signed so that watering
is necessary every two
days instead of every day,
which would decrease the
cost of having them wa-
tered.

“The individual who
is talking about water-
ing them, they would put
them up before Memorial
Day, water them every
few days, and if things
needed to be picked off
then take care of that.
And then they would take
them down before Labor
Day.”

Friends of the Parks
has agreed to be the col-
lection agency for funds
to support the flower
project, Kajala said. He’s
already talked with seven
businesses who said they
would be willing to spon-
sor pots.

The cost would be
about $40 per pot for the
first year, Kajala said, and
the goal is to cover the
costs through fundraising.

“That’s for the pot,
the dirt and the flowers,
and after that you’re look-
ing at about $20 per year
per pot. As long as you
put them away in the win-
ter, the pots can be reused
indefinitely,” Kajala said.

With the poles also
used for flags and Wel-
come to Cook banners,
councilor Liz Storm was
curious to know where
the pots would be hung.
Kajala indicated they
would use the same sup-
porting posts.

“Some (of the poles)
have four, some of them
have three, so they could
be hung on one of the
side ones as well,” Kaja-
la said. “I’ve been talking
with Theresa (Martinson)
and they are structurally
sound to hold a flower
pot.”

Storm  raised the
question about hanging
flower pots on every pole.

“The flowers, that’s
very nice,” Storm said.
“I just wonder if a pot on
every pole is just a little
overkill.”

Councilor Jody Bix-
by also suggested a scaled
back approach.

“Could we for the
first year go every other

pole or something?” she
asked.

Martinson noted that
such a plan would be
an approach where they
could gauge the level of
commitments to the proj-
ect and determine if a
larger distribution would
be supportable.

Councilors agreed to
let the project proceed,
and also gave permission
to use the city’s garage for
winter pot storage.

Disaster prevention
Cook resident Mem-
ory Malone appeared at
the meeting hoping to
find a way to prevent a
future disaster, a repeat of
the April 10 flooding that
inundated her basement at
128 2nd Street SE with 18
inches of water, causing
extensive damage.

Malone said a drain
in her yard is designed to
catch water running off
from the neighborhood,
as her house is “the low-
est point in Cook.” But
the drain was clogged
with ice and sand that day,
which caused the runoff
to flow into her basement.

“I am very grateful
that the city was able to
come out and get the drain
open, but going forward |
think there needs to be a
plan so this doesn’t hap-
pen again,” Malone said.
“I understand it was fro-
zen and there was sand
in it, but it was a known
problem and has been
a known problem. Had
there been a plan in place
to keep the drain open
or open the drain sooner,
I know I wouldn’t have
had the water in my base-
ment, because the second
that drain was opened all
the water in my front yard
was gone. And then I had
to pump 18 inches of wa-
ter out of my basement.”

Malone said she had
been told by the previous
owners that there hadn’t
been any water in the
basement for six years.

“I have since learned
from many people in town
that that is not accurate
information,” Malone
said. “I’ve been informed
by Tim from the city this
is a known issue and they
come out every year. I'm
not saying the city is lia-
ble. I just want to plan on
going to work to prevent
this from happening.”

“I think, council, we
could take this under ad-
visement,” Martinson
said, noting a conver-
sation with an engineer
would be one avenue to
look into possible solu-
tions.

There will be a ben-
efit for Malone to help
with repair expenses at
the VFW on Saturday,
May 20 from 4-8 p.m.

wwln other busi-
ness, the council:
»Heard from ambulance

SAINT LOUEs

a5\ Area St. Louis County Solid Waste
and Recycling Facility site hours

Ash River Trail Canister Site
11391 Ash River Trail
Summer Hours
Wed: 1pm—4pm
Sat: 2:30pm—5:30pm

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site
10150 Gamma Rd
Summer Hours

Mon. & Wed: 9am—noon
Sat: 10:30am—1:30pm

O Canister Site

4038 Hwy 53
Summer Hours

Tue: 9am—1pm, Thu: 2pm—7pm
Sat: 8am—noon, Sun: 10am—2pm

Portage Canister Site
6992 Crane Lake Rd.
Summer Hours
Tue: 2pm-6pm; Thu: 10am-1pm,
Sat: 1pm-5pm; Sun: 3pm—6pm

Sturgeon Canister Site
8380 Hwy 73
Hours
Sun: 8am—noon

County 77 Canister Site
2038 County Rd. 77
Summer Hours
Tue:1—6pm, Thu: 8am—1pm
Sat: 8am—5pm, Sun: noon—6pm

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd.
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Regional Landfill
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm
Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing

Sat: 8am—1pm

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th

St. Louis County
Environmental Services
Department

1-800-450-9278

Office hours 8-4:30 Mon. thru Fri.
stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

Ei

administrative  assistant
Karen Schultz that the
service has received five
automated external de-
fibrillator units that they
want to place in city es-
tablishments to provide
rapid response in the
event of someone having
a heart attack. One will
be placed at the commu-
nity center, and locations
such as the post office
and bars have been raised
as possibilities. The units
aren’t for the ambulance
units, which are already
equipped with something
that performs the same
function.

»Heard from Schul-
tz that the ambulance
service passed its state
inspection “with flying
colors. They were very
impressed.”

»Discussed a re-
quest from Tim and Jack-
ie Picek to connect his
mother’s house to the city
sewer system. The house
is north of the old Cook
school and not within the
city boundary, but the end
of the line is readily ac-
cessible. The discussion
also touched on the topic
of annexation, and it was
suggested the city should
have a clearly stated pol-
icy for annexation to ad-
dress future situations
with nonresidents want-
ing to receive city ser-
vices. The Piceks request
was approved.

»Discussed a pro-
posed flyer advertising
the upcoming citywide
cleanup day. As the flyer
was modeled after that
of another city, council
members noted numer-
ous items that shouldn’t
be included in the list of
acceptable items at the
planned container dump
site.

»Heard that the
Cook Library is num-
ber one in the county for
visits on a per capita ba-
sis. The council extended
kudos to Library Director
Crystal Whitney for all of
the work she does provid-
ing and promoting library
services.

>»Approved a bid
of $4,200 from JH Con-
tracting, Inc. to pour two
concrete slabs for the two
baseball dugouts built by
North Woods construc-
tion students for Cook
Youth Baseball.
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ELY SCHOOLS

Board approves movie filming in Ely’s schools

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely School Board
approved the use of facilities
at the Ely school campus for
filming the movie “Athens,” by
afilm company that’s been in the
community in recent days. The
board members also approved
the appearance of the district’s
logos and signage in the film. The
working title of the film, which
remains in flux (see related story
page 12), is being produced by
Closed Doors Films LLC.

The film company will shoot

the school scenes in the movie on
Tuesday, May 2. School board
members and producer Erin Mae
Miller focused their discussion
this week on how the film crew
proposed to shoot the scenes in a
way that minimized the disruption
to the day’s instruction at the
district’s campus.

Miller’s presentation to
the school board revealed that
one of the deciding factors that
prompted Closed Doors Films
to choose Ely as the shooting
location was the tour of the Ely
school campus given by Mayor
Heidi Omerza. Omerza is also a

fifth-grade teacher at Washington
Elementary.

“When we came here,(Mayor
Omerza) met us at the school ...
She was the first mayor that met
us for any sort of (location) scout-
ing. She showed us the beautiful
renovation that you guys did
with incorporating the (schools”)
history. Oftentimes, when you
see older schools get renovated,
the old charm and what was so
beautiful about the original is
justwhitewashed with something
modern and new. What we loved
(about the Ely schools) was a
timeless element that felt like

anyone could place themselves
in the school within the last 100
years. Wereally loved that aspect
for the look of the film.”

In other business, the board:

» Received a notice of
intent to negotiate from the Ely
Education Association.

» Received an update
on actions in the Minnesota
Legislature that may impact the
school district, with a description
by Superintendent John Klarich
on bills that might negatively
impact the district’s budget and
high school curriculum.

»Received areport from the

district’s facilities director, Tim
Leeson, on the main obstacle to
finishing the punch list and other
remaining items for the 21st
century Facility Project. “We
need the weather to cooperate,”
he said.

»Received the report from
Washington Elementary School
Principal Anne Oelke that there
were 18 Kindergarten sign-ups
last week.

» Accepted a $150 donation
for the music program for grades
4 and 5, and $500 for the high
school band, both from the Ely
Rotary Club.

TASING...Continued from page 1

up to a seated position
on a toolbox, where he
remains in conversation
with Houghton until the
end of the clip.

The incident was pre-
cipitated after an elderly
couple piloting a house-
boat they had rented from
Ebel, ran aground on
rocks near the Ash River
Visitor Center. They con-
tacted Ebel shortly after
running aground and he
was responding to assist
his clients.

The two rangers
watched from a distance
as Ebel checked out the
boat, freed it fromtherocks,
and set off for safe harbor
in Sullivan Bay,away from
high winds and choppy
waters. Approaching the
houseboat once it was in
open waters appears to have
been a deliberate choice
by the rangers. Given that
the rangers had previously
spoken with the couple
operating the houseboat,
prior to Ebel’s arrival to
assist, itisunclear why they
found it so urgent to talk to

RENTALS...Continued from page 1

that we were going to try
to work with the people
thathave short-termrentals
proactively to get them
into compliance,” said
department director Matt
Johnson. “Last June,which
would have been two-plus
years after the ordinance
was passed, we only had
about 25 permits. People
have been very good about
not taking the letters seri-
ously and doing their best
jobtonot make eye contact
with the department.”
The county issues
short-term rental permits
to properties that are not
in a jurisdiction that has
its own official controls
on short-term rentals, such
as Ely, Duluth, Hibbing,
Virginia, and four town-
ships surrounding Duluth.
To find those who
would be subjectto the per-
mitting process, the county
enlisted the aid of a service
called Host Compliance,
which searches listings on
Airbnb, Vrbo,FlipKey,and
other sites used to promote
short-termrentals, Johnson
said. The company gener-
ated a report of all such
listings in St. Louis County.
Short-term rentals
outside of their jurisdiction
were eliminated, and then
the process of contacting
property owners began.
“We were left with
154 properties in St. Louis
County that we think need
to be permitted,” Johnson
said. “That list was actu-
ally higher, but through a
process of elimination of
reaching out to properties,
they said ‘We did this back
in 2021, but we no longer
do it,” and we put them
on an inactive list. There
are others who say there’s
some sort of mistake, they
only rented their property
for a month. We worked
through to narrow it down
to that 154.”
Johnson said the
department sent out a
couple of rounds of letters

(]

them a second time.
According to
Houghton’sreport,released
along with the videos,
“Based on information
from other federal officers
and local DNR, (redacted,
but clearly referencing
Ebel) has been known
to have a temper and be
aggressive towards law
enforcement. (Pederson)

had even stated; to give
him space and time to leave
the area before contacting
the houseboat, attempting
to minimize contact with
(Ebel).”

Once freed, Ebel had
directed his clients to pilot
the houseboat to the pro-
tected waters of Sullivan
Bay, where he would
conduct further inspection

Left: Three taser
prongs (see highlighted
circles) are visible in
the legs of Justin Ebel
after he was attacked
by park rangers on
Lake Kabetogama.

photo by National Park Service

of the craft.

Yet, as the houseboat
was making its way to
Sullivan Bay, and nearing
anarrows that separates the
bay from the main body
of Lake Kabetogama, the
rangers decided to initi-
ate a second contact with
the operators of the craft
and instructed the elderly
couple to pilot further out
onto Kabetogama where
they could talk. After a
radio conversation with
Ebel, the couple resumed
their original course toward
Sullivan Bay. The rangers
encountered Ebel after he
had circled back to the
scene from the narrows.

While the sound is
distorted in places by the
wind and by the parties
talking over each other, the

videos clearly illustrate the
gist of the conflict between
Ebel and the rangers. Ebel
was intent on getting his
customers to safe harbor
first and told the rangers
they would be free to
board the boat and speak
to his clients once that was
accomplished. The rangers
insisted that they talk with
the houseboat owners
before they proceeded to
Sullivan Bay, although it
is unclear why that was a
priority for them. As the
argument continued, Ebel
refused numerous com-
mands telling him to stop
his boat,eventually leading
to the rangers’ decision to
board it and detain Ebel
for interfering with a law
enforcement activity.
Along with the two
videos,NPS provided about
100 pages of documentation
thatincludes reports written
by both rangers directly
involved in the incident
and a third who tended to
Ebel’s taser wounds when
they came ashore. The
released information also

includes technical data and
graphs aboutthe taser shots,
weather at the time, medical
records from the hospital in
Bemidji, where Ebel and
Pederson were examined
and treated for injuries
before Ebel was booked
into the Beltrami County
Jail. As the information
was released around noon
on Tuesday, the Timberjay
did not have sufficient time
before this week’s press
deadline to thoroughly
examine all of those mate-
rials. An in-depth report on
them will appear in next
week’s edition.

To view the body
camera videos, check
the Timberjay website
version of this story. The
videos are also available
through the National Park
Service “FOIA-Frequently
Requested Documents”
webpage at https://www.
nps.gov/aboutus/foia/foia-
frd.htm.

last summer.

Wehad some progress.
We doubled our numbers,”
he said.

But that still left a
large swath of unpermit-
ted short-term rentals, so
the department intensi-
fied its efforts beginning
in February. In a letter
sent March 1 to a couple
believed to be operating a
short-term rental that was
obtained by the Timberjay,
the department notes, “This
letter is the final reminder
that you must obtain a
permit.” The couple was
instructed to submit their
permit application with the
required attachments and
fee by March 15.

“Failure to obtain a
permit and continuing to
rent your property as a
short-term rental will initi-
ate the county’s compliance
process,” the letter stated.

“We can turn this over
to the attorney’s office
if necessary,” Johnson
said. “We currently have
application permits for 75
properties, so just about
half, but the good news
is we have 49 short-term
rental applications in the
hopper. That’s going to get
us to about the 80 percent
mark. The last 27 prop-
erties we don’t have, and
that math might not add
up perfectly, 75 percent
of them haven’t given us
any sort of response and
25 percent have indicated
that they’re working on an
application. So, we have
about 20 properties of the
154 that we really don’t
know if they intend filling
out an application or if
they’re just simply trying
to avoid it.”

While the department
has been working from the
list they had generated,
Johnson emphasized that
another important source
of information about short-
term rentals since the time
when permits were first
required has been citizen

complaints.

“Many times, it’s the
first that we are brought
aware of a compliance
issue,” Johnson said. “We
don’t run around monitor-
ing where we think short-
term rentals are. It really is
complaint driven. And by
the time people are com-
fortable enough picking
up the telephone to call, or
send emails, they’re usually
upset. Unfortunately, short-
term rentals bring a lot of
emotion.”

Johnson said he
believes most short-term
renters occupy the proper-
ties in good faith and don’t
intend to create problems,
but because they’re renting
they don’t always treat the
property as if it were their
own.So,problems docome
up. The most frequent com-
plaint the department gets
from neighboring property
owners is about noise,
Johnson said. The second
highest is trespassing,
such as when a short-term
renter wanders over to
use a neighbor’s dock. A
third complaint is parking.
“You get a lot of these
cabins around these lakes
that are in high demand
and they only have space
for maybe a couple of
vehicles,” Johnson said. “If
you get six different people
showing upin five different
cars, that parking can spill
out onto the road or into a
neighbor’s yard and does
that ever set off emotions.
People just want to know
whether or not things are
permitted. We get a lot of

curious calls. Their main
role in calling is to find out
if it’s permitted or not, and
if it’s not they want us to
force them onto a permit.”

Johnson noted that it’s
not always easy to track
down short-term rental
property owners. Many of
the owners live out of state
and use short-term rentals
as away to generate money
to make payments on their
properties.

“Tracking down
owners of properties can be
challenging,” Johnson said.

Still,Johnsonisencour-
aged by their progress.Ina
county of 7,000 square
miles, he said, having only
about 20 properties remain-
ing to get to respond is “a
real positive sign.”

“If we find that 15 of
those are actually renting,
then we will turn those over
to the attorney’s office,”
Johnson said. “I can’t
imagine too many of them
wanting to go to court. |
would think that once they
get turned over that most of
those remaining properties
are probably going to cave
and fill out a permit.”

Potatoes
* Onion Sets
* Lawn Seed

HIBBING

nr
£D
262-3049 ..

PESHEL &
Accou NTI NG 218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89| Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

Tl

Sat

\ rday, May 13

12 Noon to 6 PM

>2)

Tower Civic Center
$10 plate
Children 5 & under FREE
Family of 4+ $25§

To go orders available

silent Bak
Auction Su':llef'e
Sponsored by: |

Tower Fire 8

Tower
Ambulance

1

HAL

SAINT LOUIS

Northwoods Transfer Station
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt
Summer Hours
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—3pm
Wed: noon—6pm

County 77 Canister Site
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp
Summer Hours
Tues: 1-6pm
Thurs: 8am—1pm
Sat: 8am—5pm
Sun: noon—6pm

Embarrass Canister Site
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass
Hours
Sat: 12:30-4:30pm
Thu: 10am-5pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facility
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm

St. Louis County
Solid Waste Facility
Area site hours

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Soudan Canister Site
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
Hours
Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun:
8am-5pm

Aurora Transfer Station
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora
Hours
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm
Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

Regional Landfill
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm
Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th
For solid waste and recycling information go to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/ recycle

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
1-800-450-9278
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
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CRASH...cContinued from page 1

consequences,”’ Reing said.
“I’ve seen the real-life
consequences from these
incidents. I’ve seen kids
pass away. I’ve seen too
many accidents involving
teenagers.”

It was adramatic teach-
able moment for students,
but it was also a train-
ing exercise for area fire,
ambulance, and police
departments. Reing, who
has participated in these
types of events previous-
ly, including one at North
Woods School back in
2016, said this was the first
time he coordinated the
planning. He worked along-
side VCS office manager
Karla Lundstrom, who had
started planning for the
event back in September.

“Everyone participat-
ing is a volunteer,” said
Lundstrom.

After discussion with
their parents, Lundstrom
asked four VCS students
to be the actors in the
scenario. VCS students
Ashton Cook, Haedyn
Miller, Alyssa Costello,
and Jaymes Scholz spent
the last three weeks prepar-
ing for the event, all without
letting the other students
know what was in the
works. Reing’s wife, Ivette,
and a staffer from Life Link
air ambulance played the
couple hit by the car driven
by the VCS student. Chloe
Anderson, a high school
student from North Woods,
filled in as the child of the
couple in the car. Parents
of the students participating
were part of the planning
and were present during
the mock crash. And even

STAUBER...Continued from page 1

National Forest. Stauber
has called that withdrawal
an attack on “our way of
life,” in the region, but
the withdrawal impacts
only the proposed Twin
Metals mine, part of a
joint venture controlled
by Chilean mining giant
Antofagasta. The with-
drawal would not impact
taconite mining, nor would
it hamper efforts to estab-
lish the planned PolyMet
copper-nickel mine, near
Hoyt Lakes.

Stauber’s resolution
has little chance of passage
in Congress and opponents
of the Twin Metals project
called his effort a “stunt”
meant to garner headlines
rather than results.

The recent mineral
withdrawal, approved by
Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland in January, was
under authority of the
1976 Federal Land Policy
and Management Act, or
FLPMA. That law gives
the executive branch the
authority to withdraw sen-
sitive areas from the federal
mineral leasing program for
up to 20 years. A provision
within FLPMA gives the
Congress the ability to
reverse a mineral with-
drawal approved by the
executive branch, as long
asthe action is taken within
90 days. Under the federal
statute, the president would
not have the ability to veto
a congressional decision
under that provision.

“Congress is exer-
cising its authority to roll
back this misguided ban
and secure our domestic

Since 1948
Wells
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Above: Val Turnbull
applies makeup while
Katie Erickson and Nina
Wycoff work on the hair
of crash actor Chloe
Anderson.

Above right: Tower EMT
Steve Freshour applies
a C-collar to a crash
victim, played by
Jaymes Scholz.

though they thought they
were thoroughly prepared,
watching the scene moved
some to tears.

While the students
were initially shocked
when they came across
the accident scene, they
soon realized it was a
simulation, and got off the
bus to watch as the emer-
gency medical and rescue
personnel played their
parts, responding to the
emergency. While they all
knew it was are-enactment,
watching it all play out
was hard for some of the
students. The school had
notified parents of the mock
crash that day, and also had
extra support staff on hand
to talk to any students who
had questions.

“We will be debrief-

ing and reflecting on what
we witnessed the next
morning,” said office
manager Karla Lundstrom.
“Students will be hearing
from the students and fami-
lies who participated in the
demonstration. Vermilion
Country School invites
parents to talk to their
teens about the dangers and
serious consequences of
distracted driving,drinking
and driving, speeding, and
thinking ahead for safety.”

On the crash scene
As students watched,
an injured mother came
out of the car to see her
daughter, lifeless, on the
pavement. She cries out
for someone who can do
CPR, and shortly after,
Breitung Police arrive on
the scene and start CPR.
Soon ambulances arrive,
and the police begin to
assess the other victims and
call for backup, including
an air ambulance. Tower
Fire personnel assisted in
creating a landing zone
on the nearby soccer field.
Breitung Fire responded
with their extrication tools,

and once the patient is
assessed by the ambulance
crew, began the process of
removing the door from the
smashed car.

“l drive everyone
around,” said VCS senior
Ashton Cook, who thought
it was appropriate he got
picked to play the driver.
“But I always drive safely
if I have another kid in my
truck.” For the mock crash,
Ashton played the part of
a teen, who was under the
influence of prescription
narcotics,and texting while
driving, causing the fatal
crash. Only slightly injured
in the mock crash, he wan-
dered in a daze around the
scene, looking back at his
friends, two dead at the
scene, and one barely alive
but trapped in the car, who
subsequently died at the
hospital.

Ashton was questioned
by the police on scene,
and then assessed by the
ambulance crew for pos-
sible injuries, and then
brought to the hospital
for a check, before being
arrested and brought to jail.
Finally, the medical exam-

iner arrives on scene, and
the three deceased victims
are put into body bags and
removed.

The student actors
played their parts perfect-
ly. They had all gotten
movie-grade makeup,
consistent with the types
of injuries received in
an actual accident. The
students had spent the
morning at the staging area
atthe Breitung Community
Center, going over their
roles, getting bloodied and
bruised (make-up wise),
and waiting for the actual
event to begin.

The scene also provid-
ed training for emergen-
cy responders, who also
gathered at the communi-
ty building to plan their
response. This included
whattodoifanactual emer-
gency happened while the
mock crash was underway.
Some arealaw enforcement
got called out for an actual
drunk driving accident
during the morning. The
Life Link helicopter sched-
uled for landing got called
out, but then was able to
land during the event, but

before a patient could be
loaded in, got called out for
another emergency.

The entire scenario,
from the crash scene tonoti-
fication of family members
and even eulogies, was
filmed. The video will be
professionally edited to use
as an educational program
with other schools in the
area.

Junior high students
at VCS went on a separate
field trip on Tuesday, and
were not there to witness
the mock crash scene.

Tower Ambulance,
Breitung Fire and Rescue,
Breitung Police, St.
Louis County Sheriff’s
Department, Life Link
air ambulance, Breitung
maintenance department,
and Midwest Medical
Examiners all participated
in the scenario. Makeup
artists included Valerie
Turnbull, nurse manager
at Scenic Rivers Health
Services,and Nina Wycoff
and Katie Erickson from
Northern Lights Salon in
Tower. Junk cars were
towed in and towed away
by Mather Recycling in
Ely.RMS Road Machinery
and Supply, from Virginia,
provided food for all the
volunteers, and it also gave
paid time-off for two of the
participants father’s, who
were working as actors in
the mock crash.

mineral supply chains,”
said Stauber in a press
statement announcing his
proposed resolution. “It is
well past time for elected
officials, not appointed
bureaucrats, to dictate how
and when America’s abun-
dant resources and public
lands are utilized.”

Stauber’s resolu-
tion is almost certainly
dead-on-arrival in the U.S.
Senate, so his efforts likely
won’tresult in overturning
the Biden administration’s
decision.

What’s more, there
appears to be wide agree-
ment in the federal courts
that Stauber’s action is
unconstitutional.

Historical context
The executive branch
has long claimed authority
to make leasing determina-
tions, including the ability
to withdraw areas from
mineral or oil and gas
leasing that are not other-
wise leased. Federal courts
have consistently con-
firmed that authority ever
sincea 1915 U.S. Supreme
Court case, United States
v. Midwest Oil Co., which
found that the executive
branch had made tempo-
rary withdrawals of federal
land from mineral leasing
since “an early period in
the history of the gov-
ernment.” While the high
court acknowledged no
clear statutory authority
for such executive action,
itfound that since Congress
had never objected to
such actions, it had given
“implied consent” to the

authority.

Enactment of the
FLPMA was an effort
to codify a wide range
of executive authorities
pertaining to federal land
policy and management
and it included an explicit
grantof executive authority
to undertake temporary
mineral withdrawals. While
thatlaw also incorporated a
congressional veto of such
withdrawals, Congress has
never attempted to avail
itself of that veto power,
until Stauber’s most recent
effort. That’s despite the
fact that presidents from
both parties have utilized
the withdrawal authority
under FLPMA nearly 90
times since its enactment.

That continuing
acquiescence on the part
of Congress may well
be a recognition of the
unconstitutional nature
of that veto provision.
In a separate 1983 case,
IN.SS v Chadha, the U.S.
Supreme Court found that
a similar congressional
veto in an immigration law
was unconstitutional. In a
decision written by Chief
Justice Warren Burger, a
Nixon appointee, the court
found that a resolution to
deport a non-resident alien
passed solely by the U.S.
House was unconstitutional
since it violated the sepa-
ration of powers and the
principles of bicameralism.

A 2017 case, Nat’l
Mining Assoc. v. Zinke,
involving a mineral with-
drawal near the Grand
Canyon, was even more
to the point. In that case,
the National Mining

Association and others
challenged the constitu-
tionality of FLPMA’s con-
gressional veto authority,in
the hopes thatitcould result
in the invalidation of the
entire law, which was the
legal basis for a withdrawal
of uranium leasing.

The mining interests
argued that the unconsti-
tutional congressional veto
included within FLPMA
invalidated the overall
withdrawal authority
because Congress would
not have enacted that
authority without it.

The Ninth Circuit
Courtof Appeals agreed on
the unconstitutional nature
of the congressional veto
provision, but rejected the
claim that the problematic
provision invalidated the
withdrawal authority under
FLPMA. The court noted
that the federal law includes
a severability clause, that
expressly states that should
any provision of the law
prove invalid, the remain-
ing provisions continue in
effect.In addition, the court
found that Congress had
enacted other provisions to
advance Congress’s broad
oversight of withdrawal
decisions,and that the with-
drawals,ineithercase,were
temporary and that only
Congress could enshrine
permanent protection.

What’s more, the
court found that Congress
retained its ability to veto
any withdrawal decision
by the executive branch
through the normal course
of legislative action—
passing an appropriate bill
in both houses of Congress
and obtaining a presidential

signature.

The Timberjay pro-
vided questions about the
shaky constitutional nature
of Stauber’s effort to block
the mineral withdrawal.
Stauber’s office did not
respond.

Congressional field

hearing

Tuesday’s congressio-
nal hearing, held at the Mt.
Iron-Buhl High School,
featured comments and
testimony from three wit-
nesses, including Ely area
resort owner Joe Baltich,
a vehement supporter of
the proposed Twin Metals
mine, along with Dean
Peterson, chief geologist
with Big Rick Exploration,
and Jessica Johnson, of
Talon Metals Corp., which
is in the planning stage for
a small, high-grade nickel
mine near Tamarac.

Baltich regaled the
half dozen members of
Congress with his family’s
struggles in the tourism
business, suggesting that
those involved in tourism
typically work multiple
jobs to make ends meet.
“Tourism is a feast or
famine business,” said
Baltich.

He said early promises
that the Boundary Waters
would be a major draw to
the area were “baloney,”
and he said mining would
actually encourage tourism.

When asked by Rep.
Tom Tiffany, R-Wis., if
tourism and mining could
co-exist, Baltich was quick
to respond. “Absolutely,”

he said. Tiffany also asked
Baltich to weigh in on
whether mine permitting
had become “weaponized”
in the U.S. and on whether
the U.S. can mine in a
safer manner than China.
Baltich answered affir-
matively to other leading
questions as well from
the assembled members
of Congress. Baltich also
talked about the Eagle
Mine, anickel mining oper-
ation in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula, which Baltich
described as “perfect.”
Peterson described
how the Mid-Continent
Rift, which created the
Great Lakes, also brought
enormous quantities of
metals from the Earth’s
core relatively near the
surface,creating the Duluth
Complex,among other for-
mations, which contains a
vastamount of metals, most
of it low-grade.
Supporters of the
mineral withdrawal chided
Stauber and Tuesday’s
hearing. “We are disap-
pointed that Rep. Pete
Stauber has decided to
conduct a field hearing
that is not representative
of the majority of his con-
stituents’ interests,” said
Becky Rom, national chair
of the Campaignto Save the
Boundary Waters.
ChrisKnopf,of Friends
of the Boundary Waters,
referred to the hearing as
a “political stunt to show
foreign mining conglomer-
ates that he [Stauber] is still
fighting for their interests.”
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CITY OF ELY

Garbage hauling tops city council agenda

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

ELY- While the cold and
snowy spring weather certainly
can’t be her fault, Ely Mayor
Heidi Omerza opened the May 2
council meeting with an apology.
She had earlier declared 2023
the “Year of Frozen” in honor
of the Ely High School music
department’s winning the rights
to produce the Broadway version
of the musical. She didn’t know
that Mother Nature might take
her at her word.

Butitems under the council’s
actual control, specifically revi-
sions to the contract for garbage
removal for city residents, as well
as fines for parking and other
civil offenses, did generate a lot
of discussion.

Jeremiah “JJ” Day,owner of
G-Men Environmental Services
submitted a detailed letter and
spoke to the council as well on
Tuesday, expressing his con-
cerns over the actions of the
city’s sanitation committee and
their proposed revisions to the
city’s residential waste disposal
contract.

The contract revisions
remove language that specifies
the contractor provide atleasttwo
garbage compactor trucks that
are not older than nine years, that
are a minimum of 20-yard size,
enclosed and waterproof. It also
requires the vehicles be reliable,
safe, well-maintained, and clean.

The new revisions state the
contract shall provide aminimum
of two trucks, that carry at least 8
yards and are enclosed and water-
proof. The revision would main-
tain the requirement the vehicles
bereliable, safe, well-maintained,
and clean. The revised contract
also sets minimum specifications
for the carts provided to city cus-
tomers, but removes some of the
previous specifications,including
having the carts be uniform in
color and size.

Smaller trucks require more
frequent trips to the canister site
for dumping, adding more noise,
traffic, and wear and tear on city
streets.

G-Men ES has been provid-
ing garbage service in Ely for
over 25 years, and for the last 13
years has held the contract for
all residential waste removal in
the city.

Day said the sanitation com-
mittee’s revisions “seem to have
one direction in mind,” which
appears to be opening up the
process to another “unqualified
and inferior hauler.”

Council makes changes to proposed parking fine ordinance

Day’s letter cited three spe-
cific instances of another Ely
hauler providing trash pickup for
two citizen-at-large members of
the sanitation committee, as well
as for a city business. Day said
they had reported these violations
to the city. Day noted the city
has spent over $17,000 on legal
fees relating to the waste hauling
contract issues since 2019, when
they decided to create separate
contracts for residential and
commercial business hauling.
The contractor hired for the com-
mercial contract was unable to get
aperformance bond,according to
Day, and the contract eventually
was given back to G-Men ES.

Day’sletternoted that G-Men
has added safety features to their
fleet, including 360-degree
birds-eye view cameras, trac-
tion control, and ABS braking
systems.

“Proper waste management
is an essential part of society’s
publicand environmental health,”
he wrote. “The capital investment
we made to initially meet the city
of Ely’s requirements to provide
each of our customers with roll
carts, utilize up-to-date equip-
ment and software technology to
provide the safest, most effective
service possible, and purchase/
maintain/replace rear load dump-
sters as necessary is a responsi-
bility and risk we assumed upon
entering into the contract.”

Day also noted that G-Men
has regular office hours, as well
as 24/7 phone service in case of
emergencies.

Council member Al Forsman
noted the sanitation committee
had worked most of the year to
review the contract and make
changes.

But some on the council
wondered why the changes were
needed.

“Did you receive any letters
from residents who were not
happy with the current provider?”
asked council member Angela
Campbell. “Were there any con-
cerns or any record of constituents
who are opposing the contract?”

Forsman said he was not
aware of any complaints or issues
raised, but he said the city does
go out for proposals for other
services,such aslegal newspaper.

“This is in line with that,”
he said.

Council member Adam
Bisbee asked how often the city
adjusts requirements in other
contracts.

“It seems like we are low-
ering standards here,” he said
“It seems to broaden the door
through which other bidders can
pass. Why diminish this to bring
in more bidders.”

Bisbee said he understood
that competition was important,
but not as the loss of the quality
that currently exists.

“It seems risky,” he said,
“and seems like there is more
behind this. If it ain’t broke, why
fix it?”

Forsman said he didn’t think
the new contract was lowering
standards.

“A lot of thought went into
this,” he said, “to ensure our
community is provided with good
service.”

Omerza asked about the
changes for truck size. She said
she understood that some city
alleys, especially in the winter,
may not be wide enough for larg-
er-sized trucks to safely navigate.

“It’s not up to us to dictate
the size of the truck,” she said.
“But obviously it doesn’t make
sense to pick up the whole city
with an 8-yard truck.”

A motion to approve the
revised contract as submitted
passed ona4-2 vote, with Omerza
and Bisbee voting against.Council
member Paul Kess was absent
from the meeting. Requests for
proposals for trash removal will
go to the city council, not to the
sanitation committee.

Parking fines

The council also discussed
parking fines and late fees for
parkingin firelanes and in front of
hydrants as part of their approval
of a new ordinance. The updated
ordinance increases most parking
fines from $20 to $25 and keeps
the existing late payment fee of
$20for violations such as parking
in alleys, too close to intersec-
tions,overnight parking 2-6 a.m.,
double-parking, obstructing a
street or driveway, going over
the two-hour parking limit, and
not following calendar parking.

After quite a bit of discus-
sion, the council amended the
final version of the ordinance to
increase the fine for parking in
a fire lane or hydrant zone from
$30 to $100, and to keep the late
fee the same as for all other vio-
lations at $20.

Police Chief Chad Houde
noted the police department
already had printed tickets with
the proposed new rates, but that
new tickets can be printed each

month,and that the fines on tickets
could be corrected by hand if
needed.

“It would be silly to consider
whatthe ticket says,” said Bisbee.

The large fine for parking
in a fire lane bothered Bisbee,
who said he knows of parents,
including himself, who have
quickly parked in the fire lane at
the school when picking up their
children.

Houde said it is fine to wait
in a vehicle in the fire lane, but
nottoleaveitunattended. He said
there were 15-minute parking
spaces to move to, or otherwise
move to a regular parking spot.

“You do not leave a vehicle
unattended in the fire lane at any
time,” Houde said. He went on
to note he was not aware of any
tickets being given for parking in
the fire lane, though the depart-
ment did give out warnings.

The amended ordinance
passed 5-1, with Bisbee voting
against.

In other trash-related news,
St. Louis County is sponsoring a
business hazardous waste collec-
tion day in Ely on June 8 from 11
a.m. — 3 p.m. at the Northwoods
Transfer Station for very small
quantity generators. Fees vary
based on items to be disposed.
Appointments and pre-approval
isrequired. For more information
contact 218-749-0650

A household hazardous
waste collection will be held on
Thursday, June 15 from 10 a.m.
— 2 p.m at the Ely Joint Public
Works Facility,and on Thursday,
Aug. 31 at the Northwoods site
from 10 a.m. -2 p.m.

Other business

In otherbusiness, the council:

» Reminded residents that
the Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization is set for Thursday,
May 11 from 5 — 6 p.m. at Ely
City Hall.

» Heard public comment
fromElyresident Patrick Knudson
who urged the city to enforce ordi-
nances againstentertainment like
the drag show that was put on at
Grand Ely Lodge in late April to
protect children from exposure to
sexuality at a young age. Jason
Pate, from Babbitt, also spoke
in support of Knutson, and stated
that Grand Ely Lodge was not
in compliance with existing city
and state zoning and ordinances
on adult cabaret for hosting the
show. “A drag brunch for children
isnotonly inappropriate, but also
in violation of city laws,” he said,

although Pate did not cite any
specific city ordinances, and the
council did not respond to either
of the speakers.

» Noted that planning and
zoning will be issuing blight cita-
tions and letters. The city has set
clean-up days for May 19 and 20.

» Heard that calendar
parking is still in effect and will
remain until city streets and side-
walks are swept and some tree
maintenance is completed.

» Set a public hearing for
May 16 at 5:15 p.m. to discuss a
blighted property at 109 W Conan
St. The property owner has until
May 15 to remedy the situation.

» Formally lifted the mora-
torium on the sale of cannabinoid
products derived from hemp.

> Approved, pending com-
pletion of required paperwork,
an off-sale cannabinoid dealer
license for Zup’s Grocery.

» Approved a $17,000
commercial rehabilitation loan
for Jasper Company for akitchen
remodeling project.

» Heard that Campbell is
stepping down from her seat on
the Heritage Preservation Council
(citizen seat), but will remain as
the non-voting council represen-
tative. The city will advertise to
fill the open seat.

> Approved an agreement
with Closed Door Films to film
on city properties including city
hall, Whiteside Park, Semer’s
Park, Ely Cemetery, and the
Ely Library. Most filming will
be completed by early in June.
Omerza said the film company
will be bring a special guest to
Whiteside Park on July 4 that
“everyone will want to see.”

» Awarded the airport taxi-
lane project to the low bidder,
Low Impact Excavators, for
$263,298.

» Had no discussion of a
letter sent by Ely-Bloomenson
CEO Patti Banks to the Ely Area
Ambulance Service which stated
the hospital has concerns over
the governance and operations
of the ambulance service and is
questioning the legalities of con-
tinuing to donate cash in light of
these concerns. The letter said the
hospital proposes entering into
discussion with the ambulance
service toinclude having the hos-
pital acquire the license, assets,
and operations of the service, or
making a contract between the
hospital and ambulance service
setting forth governance and
operational changes needed in
order for the hospital to feel
comfortable enough to resume
donations.

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

* In-store jewelry
& watch’repair
* Cash for
Gold & Silver

* SISU JEWELRY
OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5

218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

* On the Hiking / Biking Trails
* Near Lake Vermilion,
Fortune Bay Resort Casino and

State Parks :

BOOK ONLINE: vermilionparkinn@gmail.com
218.753.2333 « 30 Center St., Soudan * vermilionparkinn.com

Spring Getaway
Destination!

» Comfortable Private Rooms
* Continental Breakfast

COOK MEDICAL

Scenic J Rivers

HEALTH SERVICES
Providing C?WM;L and &omfammwaf& Care
Every Patient at Every Visit

TOWER CLINICS

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building
Open Monday through Friday

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405
DENTAL (218) 753-6061

20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

COOK DENTAL
12 S River Street, Cook MN
Open Monday - Friday

(218) 666-5958

Your Local Providers

Matthew Holmes, MD Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Setvices Timothy Sprouls, DDS
Nicholas Vidor, MD Cynthia Sandberg, NP James Marzella, DDS
Eric Elleby, MD Erin Thielbar, NP Krista Kukarans, DDS
Rachel Beldo, APRN Kristen Dombovy, DNP Michael Talberg, DDS
Amy Banks, MD Amanda Perkovich, NP Teresa Bushnell, ADT
Celin Williams, LICSW  Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.

m 1 = 8 7 7 = 5 41'2 81 7 24 Hour Emergency Cate Available

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org Through Cook Hospital
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G

Join our TEAM!

Nursing Assistant—Classes and
Training Offered—FREE

Cook Care Center partners with
‘;Leading Age Minnesota and
7 ﬂ the State of Minnesota to

'S |

Paid on the floor training while completing the
course. Full or Part Time position required at Cook
Hospital & Care Center.

Application deadline: May 8, 2023
Orientation Class: May 9, 2023 -10:00am at
Cook Hospital & Care Center

Apply online: www.cookhospital.org or email
jlesemann@cookhospital.org

Wages starting at $17.79 hour
$1500.00 Sign on Bonus
Every other weekend off

For questions, contact:
Julie Lesemann (218)666-6210
COO/Assistant Administrator

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER

offer online Nursing Assistant
training at NO charge.

Complete the online training
in a matter of weeks from the
comfort of your own home.
Skills lab and clinicals are
completed at the Cook Care Center.
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

COOK- While emerging
springtime has area residents
prognosticating again about the
most likely day for ice-out on
Lake Vermilion, Cook residents
have something else they’re
looking forward to — the com-
pletion of the high-speed fiber
Gigazone broadband network
being installed in the city by Paul
Bunyan Communications.

The company ran into a
snag last fall with supply chain
issues that left them without the
equipment necessary tocomplete
the project before winter. But the
equipment has now arrived, and
some residents who signed up
early and had fiber already run
to their homes have been con-
nected and are enjoying blazing
fast speeds of up to 10 gigabytes.

The company recently hosted
a sign-up event at the Cook
Hospital, and according to Brian
Bissonette, the company’s mar-

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Broadband project nearing completion in Cook

keting supervisor, the turnout
was strong.

“I checked in with the team
that went and they said it was wall
to wall,” Bissonette said. “It was
nonstop — our crew from start to
finish didn’t have a free moment.
It wasn’t a meeting where we
answered questions and things,
we did that on a personal level.
They were just able to go to the
Cook Hospital and sign up for
services that day. It was really
successful. The word is starting
to spread.”

The base level of Gigazone
service available is 250 mega-
bytes, with additional options
ranging up to the 10-gigabyte
maximum, Bissonette said.
Because the network is fiber-
based, upload speeds are as fast
as download speeds, something
that will accommodate many
of the needs for high-speed
fiber broadband revealed by
the COVID pandemic, such as
distance learning, telemedicine,
media streaming, and working

from home, Bissonette said.

“During the pandemic, when
people were sent home to work
from home and do distance learn-
ing, and maybe telemedicine,
all those things combined with
whatever else they were using
the Internet for, Netflix and email
and all of that, it really could get
bogged down if you didn’t have
those high speed, high upload
speeds,” he said.

Subscribers can also get
local and long-distance telephone
service through the Gigazone,
but Paul Bunyan’s television
offerings won’tbe available. That
decision came downtothelevel of
service the company holds itself
to, Bissonette said.

“When we offer TV we want
to be able to service it, and with
Cook being so far from where our
technicians usually are that’s not
going to be available in the Cook
expansion,” he said.

Television is a service that
no longer generates profit for the
cooperative, Bissonette said, due

FILM PRODUCTION

to the rates charged by the major
media companies that control
about 90 percent of the networks.
And when those providers raise
rates, Paul Bunyan hastoincrease
its prices, too.

But in the new age of digital
streaming, customers still have
plenty of options to accommodate
their desire to watch television
channels, and Paul Bunyan has
entered into a partnership with
My Bundle. TV, a sort of stream-
ing service matchmaker that can
direct consumers to a streaming
service that provides what they
want to see.

“Let’s say they want
Discovery, and they want the
Twins games and they want
A&E,” Bissonette said. “They
can put that all in there and then
it finds the options and tells them
what current promotions they’re
running on the current prices.
Our network can support any
streaming service and multiple
streaming services,soif you want
to watch something,and then your

family, your spouse or your kids
want to watch something else,
they’re able to do that because
of the speeds that we provide.”

With the winter’s deep snow
acting as insulation the ground
didn’t freeze as much as usual,
and Bissonnette said that should
allow work crews to start in on
construction earlier than usual
this year. Bissonette encourages
people to sign up now to take
advantage of the wave of con-
struction workers that will be in
Cook doing installations.

“They can call, they can
go online, they can go into our
office in Grand Rapids, anybody
who didn’t get signed up before
construction ended can still get
signed up,” he said. “They’ll be
added to the list for when we start
construction again. If they sign
up in June, we may not be able to
get back there for a few weeks.”

For more information about
Paul Bunyan’s Gigazone broad-
band or to sign up, call 888-586-
3100.

Film crew drops plan to change movie name

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

The producers of a
motion picture currently
being filmed in Ely have
changed their minds about
the film’s title follow-
ing pushback from local
residents. Recently, the
movie’s producer, told the
Timberjay that they were

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

SOUDAN- Only
$18,000 of a $30,000
Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation Board
(IRRRB) funding request
was granted to Breitung
Township for improve-
mentsto McKinley Park and
Stuntz Bay. This means the
township needs to revamp
their plans, which had
included Stuntz Bay dock
replacement, McKinley
Park dock decking, play-
ground updates, sound
system equipment, a large
capacity canopy, new
serving tables and picnic
tables.

Current funding for the
project includes $18,000
from IRRRB, $12,000
from McKinley Park funds,
$7,500 from Stuntz Bay
Association, $2,500 from
Lake Country Power and
$20,000 from the township
fora grand total of $60,000.

At their April 29
meeting,the Breitung Town
Board quickly decided that
the Stuntz Bay part of the
project would be given first
priority, since the associa-
tion is providing matching
funds. Deciding the rest of
the priorities was up for
debate. Supervisor Matt
Tuchel, looking at the
numbers, first suggested
to cut out the playground,
wondering if they could
set that aside for 2024 as a

changing the working title
of the film from its orig-
inal moniker, “Athens”
to “Boundary Waters,” to
reflect the change in film
location.

“(The plot) was origi-
nally set in Athens, N.Y.,”
Miller remarked. “When
we changed locations, we
changed the title.”

The production has

separate project.

“The canopy (for
Old Settlers) is definite-
ly needed, if we could
just hold off on the play-
ground,” Tuchel said. “Or
we could do the playground
and Stuntz Bay and get rid
of the rest of it.”

The board asked camp-
ground manager Susie
Chiabotti if the dock
decking and playground
equipment could last
another year. Chiabotti
said that was a possibility.
But the condition of the
playground equipment was
a concern for both Tuchel
and a resident in the audi-
ence,who both noted it was
in very poor condition and
a possible liability.

Board Chair Tim
Tomsich said he had heard
that one of the directors of
Old Settlers would provide
funding for the sound
system equipment. “If
that’s the case, it will be no
money out of our pockets,”
he said.

Tomsich asked the
board to go ahead to order
the new dock for Stuntz
Bay. The main dock at the
landing was destroyed last
spring from ice damage.

“Then we’ll find out
more information on the
sound system and bullhorn
for Old Settlers, and if they
have the funds they’d be ok
to do that, and we’ll wait
till the July meeting to see

th Atmosphere
Great People
- "'?Satur‘agf/ Lunch Provided

Call 365-4882 to setl

now reverted to using
the old working title of
“Athens.”

“I thought the new
title was pretty much
set in stone,” Miller told
the Timberjay, “but we
received feedback from
some in the community
who thought, perhaps, that
we were making an envi-
ronmental film.”

Miller and her film
company have worked hard
to be good neighbors and
to mesh well with the Ely
area community. She was
surprised when the movie
crew heard some opposi-
tion to the name change.

“The film has nothing
to do about mining or
the environmental issues
involving the Boundary

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Town board to downsize McKinley Park improvements

about the rest of the items.”
A motion was passed to go
ahead with this plan.
Comments about the
project can be made to
clerk Dianna Sunsdahl by
emailing clerk@breitung-
township.org or by calling
the office, 218-753-6021.

In other news, the
board:
»Heard that the infra-

structure project on 1st
Avenue from Gordon St.
then going halfway down
Church St. to the mud
ditch did not score high
enough to receive funding
from IRRR. Chairman
Tim Tomsich will work
with IRRR to improve the
project. The project had
already received funding
from CBDG.

»Heard from Tomsich
that he had a meeting with
the St. Louis County land
director, environmental
services director, and city
road engineer to discuss
the Thompson Farm Road,
gravel pit, and ATV trail
project. Thecounty suggest-
ed another route, running
the road parallel to where
the trail is planned, which
would change the highway
entrance. Another sugges-
tion was to run the road on
the property line between
the township’s property and
the privately owned gravel

pit’s property. The group
will have another meeting
and include MnDOT. The
board made a motion to
approve pursuing the relo-
cation of the Thompson
FarmRd.totheeasternedge
of the township’s property.

» Accepted possession
of a Kia that had been
impounded for DWI. Chief
Dan Reing will look into
options for selling or auc-
tioning the vehicle.

»Heard from Chief
Reing who suggested
applying for a Firehouse
grant for a side-by-side
ATV to be used during the
4th of July and to patrol the
trails. Tomsich expressed
concern about the extra
costs associated with main-
taining an extra vehicle. No
action was taken.

» Approved a travel
request for Chief Reing to
fly to Kentucky for Gang
Resistance Education and
Training (G.R.E.A.T.).
The G.R.E.A.T. program
is taught by an officer in
schools to teach conflict
resolution, anti-bullying,
and resisting gang vio-
lence. Reing said the state
of Minnesota will reim-
burse 75 percent of the
costs for the training and
money from fundraisers
and donations will pay for
the remaining costs. He
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Chef Chris Glazer
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Waters (Canoe Area
Wilderness). We don’t
want to leave that impres-
sion and we don’t want to
upset people in the com-
munity.” As aresult, Miller
said the crew will go back
to using the working title
“Athens.”

“Athens” is a com-
ing-of-age movie about
a 12-year-old boy named

said Vermilion Country
School has agreed to do
the program and Tower-
Soudan Elementary School
has indicated they’d like
to do the program but still
need to bring it to the school
board. Reing said the class
is taught in schools for a
couple hours a week for six
or twelve weeks.

»Talked with a resi-
dent about vacating an area
ofland adjacentto his prop-
erty at 5737 Puncher Pt.Rd
toallow the resident to build
agarage.Theboard directed
clerk Dianna Sunsdahl to
work with the resident to
complete the process. The
land is aconservationright-
of-way to Lake Vermilion.

»Heard that tickets for
a blighted home on Jasper
St. have not been paid yet.

» Heard a request
form residents Amanda
and Paul Meyer to make
changes to their driveway
on Miettunen Plat Rd. The
board voted to authorize
Keith Mattila from main-
tenance to speak with the
homeowners and let the
project move forward with

Michael. His mother is
raped and his parents and
grandmother try to cover up
the event. The movie is told
from Michael’s perspective
as he tries to uncover the
facts of what happened to
his mother.

his approval.

»Paid aninvoice to JPJ
Engineering for $22,176
for designing infrastructure
improvements.

»Passed a motion to
have Tuchel serve as the
township representative
for the ambulance ad hoc
committee.

» Heard that CTC
will run fiber internet
to the McKinley Park
Campground Office for
free if the township signs
a contract for five years of
service at a fixed cost of
$153 per month. The board
passed a motion to enter
into the contract.

» Discussed getting
broadband internet for res-
idents. Supervisor Tuchel
will look into it.

»Set township clean-
up days for June 5,6 and 7.

»Heard thathazardous
waste day at the Soudan
Canister Site willbe 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
June 28.

> The next meeting
will be Thursday, May 25
at noon.

Tower-Soudan Agency

& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com
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BASEBALL

Wolves rally falls short in home opener

Ely wins two on the road against Deer River and Carlton

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER ~ and second innings, but Ely threatened a rally it’s early in the season.”
South Ridge managed to inthe bottom of the seventh Junior Drew Marolt
work out of jams and hold withtworunsinonalogan went four-plus innings on

ELY — A solid South the Wolves scoreless until LoeRBIsingleandthebases the mound for Ely, giving
Ridgebaseballteamhanded thefifthinning. SouthRidge loaded. But the Panthers, up four runs on three hits
Elyitsfirstlossoftheseason  started the run paradeinthe behind pitcher WyattOlson, while walking six and
here on Tuesday, 8-5. fifth, withthreerunstotakea managed to snuff the effort. fanning three.

Both teams took their 4-Olead.Elyresponded with “It was a good game Ely junior Deegan
time getting on the board. three runs in the bottom of against a very good team,” Richards had a big day
Ely threatened in the first the frame, to cut the lead to  said Ely Head Coach Frank offensively plating two
4-3, but the Panthers added Ivancich.“We justmadetoo Ely runs.
four more runs, all of them many mistakes, too many Christian Pretasky
unearned, in the sixth to walks and untimely errors

take control. cost us a chance today. But  See WOLVES...pg. 2B

Managing Editor

Left: Drew Marolt winds
for delivery during
Tuesday’s contest
against South Ridge.

SOFTBALL

Unearned runs sink Ely

Slip to 2-2 on the season after 16-6 loss to South Ridge

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY — Ten unearned runs for
South Ridge proved a bridge too
far for the Ely softball team here on
Tuesday as the Timberwolves fell
16-6 to the Panthers to slip to 2-2
in a season shortened by extended
SNOW cover.

The Panthers jumped out early,
putting nine runs on the board in the
first two innings to take a 9-0 lead.
The Wolves notched three runs in
top of the third, but South Ridge
kept the pressure on, with two more
runs in the bottom of the frame. The
Panthers added five more runs in the
fifth and sixth innings, while Ely
put up three in the top of the sixth
to round out the scoring.

Despite the lopsided score, the
Wolves outhit the Panthers 10-9.

“I was really happy with how
the girls battled until the end,” said

Above: Ely catcher Peyton
Huntington tags out a South
Ridge baserunner at the plate
during Tuesday’s contest in
Ely.

Right: Third baseman Rachel
Coughlin prepares to scoop
up a hard hit grounder.

photos by J. Greeney

Ely Head Coach Cory Lassi. “We
gave up 16 runs, but only six were
earned.”

Freshman Zoe MacKenzie
started on the mound for Ely, but
was knocked out at the end of the
first inning after allowing six runs
on five hits. Eighth-grader Amelia
Penke came on in relief, pitching
just over four innings, allowing
four hits and ten runs, six of them
earned. She struck out three. “She

See SOFTBALL..g 2B
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BASEBALL

BWCAW
Outfitters

ruffled by
towboat
lawsuit

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

REGIONAL- Two legal
actions are in play currently in a
lawsuit that seeks to curtail the
use of towboats in the Boundary
Waters. The first, a lawsuit filed
by Wilderness Watch in February,
ruffled feathers among outfitters
who utilize towboats to bring
their customers into the wilder-
ness faster. Now, the threat of
a preliminary injunction, that
would ban towboats this summer,
appears to already be harming
local businesses.

At the April 25 meeting of
the Ely Economic Development
Agency, whose voting members
included the entire Ely City
Council, Mayor Heidi Omerza
reported she had recently received
communication from three Ely-
based outfitters who reported
that “customers are canceling
trips” into the BWCAW. She also
reported she had knowledge of
the same thing happening to “10
to 11 other outfitters in the area,”
including some out of Grand
Marais who provide services for
the Moose Lake entry point into
the wilderness.

Preliminary injunction

The immediate threat to
towboat activity is a motion for
a preliminary injunction filed on
Feb. 13, which asked for a ban on
tows while the main Wilderness
Watch lawsuit makes its way
through the court system.

As of May 2, U.S. District
Judge Nancy E. Brasel had not
ruled on that motion. She held a
nearly two-hour hearing on March
29 to listen to arguments for and
against the proposed injunction.

The court records state “The
Court will schedule a status con-
ference prior to issuing the order
after the parties have met and
conferred regarding negotiations
regarding the lack of limit (or
perceived limit) on towboat use.”

See LAWSUIT...pg 2B

Grizzlies notch first win, drop two at MI-B, Rock R1dge

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

EVELETH- Perhaps a
young North Woods baseball
team got a glimpse of theirown
future on Tuesday, as an older,
more experienced and bigger
Rock Ridge squad hammered
the Grizzlies 17-0 in Eveleth.

Louie Panichi got the
Grizzlies off on the right foot

with ascorching lead-off triple
to left field, but North Woods
couldn’t capitalize, leaving
him stranded at third.

The Wolverines carved
up North Woods starter Ben
Kruse in the bottom of the
first with steely efficiency,
pounding the Grizzlies hurler
for five hits and nine runs in
their first at-bat.

Held scorelessin the top of

the second after anice lead-off
double by Alex Burckhardt, a
pitching change brought the
Grizzlies momentary respite
as Panichi held the Wolverines
without a run in the bottom of
the inning.

However, Rock Ridge
turned Panichi into a trivia
question answer in the third:
What pitcher gave up the first
home run, a grand slam, in the

Right: North Woods’
Eli Smith holds a Rock
Ridge runner on at first

photo by D. Colburn

Wolverines’new synthetic turf
stadium? Rock Ridge added
one additional runtolead 14-0.

The Grizzlies squandered [
a golden opportunity with
runners on second and third

See GRIZZLIES..pg. 2B
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MT. IRON- Close but no
kewpie doll was the refrain for
last week’s North Woods softball
outings as the team dropped a pair

WOLVES..Continued from page 1B

reached base all four times
for South Ridge scoring
two runs, walking three
times and delivering a big
two RBI single in the sixth
to push the Panther lead to
five runs.

Despite the loss,
Ivancich saw plenty to
like.“Ireally liked our fight
today as we easily could
have just kept our heads
down and folded.”

In opening day action
last Thursday, Ely notched

GRIZZLIES..Continued from page 1B

with no outs in the fourth
when they couldn’t push a
run across the plate. Rock
Ridge pitching kept North
Woods in check with only
three scattered hits for the
game.

The Wolverines scored
three more runs in what
turned out to be their last
at bat of the game in the
fourth, as the Grizzlies
failed to score in the top
of the fifth, ending the run-
rule-shortened contest.

Fall to MIB

In an off-again,
on-again contest that had
the teams wondering if the
game would be played,
North Woods came out on

LAWSUIT..continued from page 1B

That conference has yet to
be scheduled, leaving area
outfitters out on a limb
regarding whether they can
operate their tow services
this season.

The lawsuit

The root of the current
towboat controversy is the
lawsuit itself, filed on Feb.
3, which argues that the
U.S. Forest Service is in
violation of multiple laws
and regulations regarding
towboats in the BWCAW.
According to the initial
complaint from Wilderness
Watch, the environmental
watchdog organization
asked the court to:

> Disallow “permit-

Wednesday.

of road contests at Mt. Iron-Buhl
on Thursday and Silver Bay on

MIB and North Woods have

SOFTBALL

North Woods drops two games on the week

squared off in some spirited
games in recent seasons, and
Thursday’s tilt was another big
battle. MIB came out on top 9-6.

in pushing runs across the plate
in a 5-1 loss.
Game statistics and infor-

The Grizzlies had difficulty mation were not available on
the Grizzlies’ statistics app as of
press time.

back-to-back wins against
Deer River and Carlton.
Playing at Proctor, the
Wolves rallied for three
runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning to erase a 5-2
DeerRiverlead as freshman
Hunter Halbakken opened
his high school baseball
career witha game-winning
base hit, notching a win
from the mound at the same
time. Halbakken drove in
Drew Marolt with the hit
to give Ely what proved to

the short end Monday at
Mt. Iron-Buhl, 7-1.

Talen Jarshaw got the
start for North Woods and
gave up only one run over
the first three innings as
North Woods continued
having trouble scoring runs.
Jarshaw gave up three runs
on a pair of singles in the
fourth and was pulled for
Ben Kruse, who chalked
up a strike out to end the
inning.

Kruse and Jarshaw
figured in North Woods’
only score of the game in
the fifth. The sharp-eyed
Jarshaw reached on a walk
and stole second with Kruse
atthe plate. Kruse powered

be the winning run. It was
Halbakken’s second RBI
of the game, as he drove
in Marolt in the fifth inning
as well.

“It was a good first day
forus,” said Ivancich. “We
did a good job for our first
game. It was Deer River’s
fifth game so they had a bit
of an edge. We did a nice
jobofriding alittle wave of
adversity, especially after
giving up three runs without
a ball leaving the infield.”

Ely’s starting hurler,
senior Logan Loe, pitched
fourinnings,allowing three
runs on four hits while
striking out three.

Halbakken gave up
twohits and struck out three
in his time on the mound.

Junior Drew Marolt
was the only other Ely
player to notch two hits on
the afternoon.

Playing a nightcap in
Carlton, the Wolves routed
the Bulldogs 28-0. Ely

tallied 12 runs in the first
inning on nine hits and
never looked back.
Junior Deegan
Richardsripped athree-run
homerinthe opening frame,
while seniors Joey Bianco
and Logan Loe combined
for two hits apiece and four
RBIs in the inning. Ely
added six more runs in the
second and ten runs in the
third on a total of 18 hits in
five innings of play.
Marolt picked up the

win,working three innings,
striking out nine Carlton
batters, while notching
four hits and scoring five
times. Sophomore Caid
Chittum pitched the final
two innings, striking out
five. Chittum and senior
Erron Anderson added
three hits apiece for Ely.

a double to center field to
bring Jarshaw home.

Panichiand Burckhardt
each had two hits for the
Grizzlies and also collected
stolen bases. North Woods
committed only two errors
in the game.

Top Mesabi East

The Grizzlies came
away winners in their
second game on the turf at
Mesabi East, coming from
behind in the late innings to
defeatthe home Giants 4-2.

The pitching combo of
starter Panichi and reliever
Jarshaw leaned on some
good defense behind them
in keeping the Giants in
check while givingup eight

hits and one run each.
The Grizzlies were
silent through the first
five innings but came out
roaring in the sixth totie the
game 2-2. Kruse reached
first with a single, stole
second, then advanced
to third and scored on a
pair of Giants errors. Levi
Chauklindrew a walk, stole
second, and crossed the

SOFTBALL..Continued from page 1B

pitched really well in her
varsity pitching debut,”
said Lassi.

Penke had a big day at
the plate,as well, going 2-3,
including two RBIs, while

plate after two wild pitches.
Jarshaw rang up two
strike outs to close out a
scoreless bottom of the
sixth for Mesabi East.
Smithgavethe Grizzles
the lead in the top of the
seventh by reaching on
a walk and advancing to
third on a Jarshaw double.
Smith then stole home for
the go-ahead run. Jarshaw

senior Rachel Coughlin
added two hits of her own
along with an RBI. Seniors
Kate Coughlin, Madeline
Kallberg,and eighth-grader
Peyton Huntington each

duplicated that steal for the
next scoring play, then shut
down the side on a pair of
grounders and a pop fly in
the bottom of the seventh
to clinch the win.

Kruse notched a pair
of hits as the North Woods
batsmen collected seven
overall.

added hits foran RBI, while
sophomore Clare Thomas
added a hit.

ting any motorized use
beyond the statutory cap
and the quotas set out in the
Forest Service’s wilderness
management planning pro-
visions” currently in force.
This demand is based on
Wilderness Watch’s allega-
tion that the Forest Service
is in violation of U.S. law
and its own regulations for
motorboat permits.

» Disallow autho-
rizing any commer-
cial towboat entries until
the agency can demon-
strate full compliance
with the Wilderness Act,
the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness
Act, the National Forest

Management Act (which
mandates compliance
with Forest Plans),
and the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA).”
This demand specifically
targets the commercial tow-
boats operated by outfit-
ters servicing the BWCAW.

» Issue “an order
requiring the Forest Service
to create and implement
a permitting process for
commercial towboat oper-
ations that will ensure
clarity, accountability,
and compliance with the
law.” This demand reflects
the argument made by
Wilderness Watch that
the current permitting and
towboat reporting used

by the Forest Service are
insufficient, inadequate,
and not in compliance with
current laws, regulations,
and the settlement terms
of the organization’s 2015
lawsuit against the Forest
Service regarding tow-
boats.

The May 2017 set-
tlement terms of the
2015 lawsuit stipulated
that the Forest Service
had 30 months to assess
and correct the number
of permitted trips by tow-
boats within the BWCAW.
Wilderness Watch arguedin
their current complaint that
five years have now passed
and that the Forest Service
has failed to carry out that
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assessment and correction.
Wilderness Watch goes
further, alleging that since
the settlement, the towboat
usage has actually gotten
worse.

Background

The Wilderness Watch
complaint has its founda-
tion in the BWCAW Act
of 1978, which prohibited
motorboatsinthe BWCAW
except for on specific lakes
which the act named. On
those lakes, the act estab-
lished a cap on motorboats.
It further directed the U.S.
Dept.of Agriculture, which
includes the Forest Service,
to determine what that
cap should be based on
“the average actual annual
motorboat use of the calen-
dar years 1976, 1977, and
1978 foreachlake.” The act
further called for motorboat
use to be phased out for a
portion of those lakes.

In 1981, the NFS estab-
lished a quota at 14,925,
stating “All quotas are in
numbers of permits.” As
Wilderness Watch stated
in its current lawsuit, that
number reflects quotas
before motorboat use was
phased out for a portion
of the lakes. Wilderness
Watch argues the post-
phase-out number should
be 12,201. In addition, the
quotas were established
for each lake, so dropping
the number of permits
for one lake would not
allow increasing permits
on another.

The Forest Service
issued a 1986 BWCAW
management plan that
allowed motorboat usage
up to the quotas determined
in 1981. According to the
current complaint, this
level of usage degraded
the wilderness experience
intended for the BWCAW.
As a result, “following
an administrative settle-
ment,” the Forest Service

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

issued a new plan in 1993
which capped motorboat
usage as 75 percent of the
1981 quota.

The 1993 plan also has
specific provisions which,
among other things, require
towboat operators to obtain
a special use permit and
limit the number of tow-
boats to the number of
boats, trips, current oper-
ators, and specific lakes in
effect in 1992.

The Wilderness Watch
complaint goes on to
note that the Wilderness
Act states that a federal
agency managing a wilder-
ness area may only permit
commercial services “tothe
extent necessary for activ-
ities which are proper for
realizing the recreational or
other wilderness purposes
of the areas.”

The lawsuit is not the
first to argue that the Forest
Service does not appropri-
ately regulate motorboat
and towboat usage in the
BWCAW. The current
litigation contends that
the agency has failed to
live up to the terms of the
2017 settlement of the 2015
lawsuit. The request for
a preliminary injunction
banning all towboat usage
is what has raised the ire
of commercial outfitters
whose businesses rely on
providing towboat services.

Forest Service
rebuttal

The exact nature of the
Forest Service’s response
to the latest complaint
is not yet known. The
Forest Service, on April
6, requested an extension
of time to file its response.
Wilderness Watch filed a
motion appealing the exten-
sion on April 6, which the
courtdenied. The extension
was granted on April 7.
The court gave the Forest
Service until May 8 to file
its reply to the lawsuit.

Until the Forest Service
filesitsrebuttal and until the
court makes a decision on
the pending preliminary
injunction, the 2023 season
for the outfitters providing
tow services will remain up
in the air.
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Ely Economic Development Agency talks about towboat issue

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely Economic
Development Agency (EEDA)
met for their monthly meeting
on April 25. The standout item
was a discussion on the ongo-
ing lawsuit in the U.S. District
Court for Minnesota against the
National Forest Service. The
case was filed in early Febru-
ary by Wilderness Watch, who
has argued that the NFS is in
violation of its own towboat
limits and rules. The environ-
mental activist organization
has requested a preliminary in-
junction on all towboats in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area

T R

Frank J. Brula

Frank John Brula, 86, of
Babbitt and Coal Point-Lake
Vermilion, passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, April 25,
2023, at Essentia Health-Virgin-
ia Hospital, following the 14-
day fight of his life to conquer
a bacterial infection and compli-
cations which ravaged his body.
A Funeral Mass and celebration
of life will be held on Saturday,
July 1 at St. Martin’s Catholic
Church in Tower, with visitation
at 9 am. and Mass at 10 a.m.
Arrangements are with Land-
mark Funeral Home of Virginia.

Frank was born on Jan.
23, 1937, in Tower, the first of
four boys born to Frank “Nina”
and Doris Desannoy Brula and
grew up proud to be a “Tower
Boy” of Slovenian and French
heritage. He was raised in a lov-
ing, giving, hardworking, stable
home where he learned respect,
a tremendous work ethic, the
value of a dollar, and the value
of getting an education. Some of
Frank’s earliest jobs were driv-
ing dump truck and working at
his Uncle Dave’s Service Sta-
tion where he learned valuable
skills which would allow him to
problem solve and fix anything
in his lifetime. He also had the
unique opportunity of logging
with a team of horses one win-
ter.

Frank graduated from Tow-
er High School in 1955 and went
on to attend Vermilion Junior
College (traveling by school
bus between Tower and Ely),
St. Cloud State College where
he obtained a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Teaching (on Tuesdays
he ate cheap dented-can meals),
and then proudly received his
Master’s Degree from North
Dakota State University, after
spending five summers in a pro-
gram sponsored by the National
Science Foundation. His first

BS

thumbs up for integrity

Wilderness (BWCAW).

Mayor Heidi Omerza re-
marked that she has received
reports from three Ely outfit-
ting businesses and “10 to 11
towboat operators in the greater
Ely area” that customers have
cancelled their trips to Ely for
fear that towboats will not be al-
lowed to operate this year in the
BWCAW.

The NFS has until May 8
to respond to the complaint and
motion for preliminary injunc-
tion on all towboats filed by Wil-
derness Watch. The May 8 date
is an extension on the original
deadline. Wilderness Watch’s
complaint and motions and the

Chemistry, Physics and Math
teaching position was for three
years in Barnum where he be-
gan establishing his legend as a
teacher; he followed it up with
thirty years in Babbitt.

Teaching became a passion
for Frank. He set the expecta-
tions high, as he valued his stu-
dents; he was in total command
of his subject matter; he had
the incredible ability to clearly
explain himself; and he had an
uncanny knack for presenting
concepts by comparisons to re-
alistic and often funny life situ-
ations that etched understanding
for a lifetime (Jello in a room;
projectile out a car window;
aluminum boat on the water).
Frank found great joy knowing
that he had positively influ-
enced successful career choices
and helped to build solid foun-
dations for many students, and
greatly appreciated the written
notes of thanks and kind words
of appreciation he received over
the years. Students often said he
taught invaluable life lessons
as well. Many thanks to Frank,
too, for having served as union
president for a lengthy period of
time; he fought long and hard
for teachers.

When thinking about Frank,
the enormity of the family cabin
property on Coal Point of Lake
Vermilion stands large. To think
that everything it represents was
built with blood, sweat and tears
by his dad, mom and brothers,
as they tore down old buildings
to sell what they could to make
extra money during hard times
and to use what they could to
build the deeply meaningful and
sentimental structures. Since
Frank retired from teaching in
1995, six months of each year
have been spent living at the
cabin and six months living in
Babbitt. Cabin life is simple
and basic where joy and hap-
piness are measured by such
intangibles as standing in the
sauna window drinking a beer
and listening to tunes, grilling
in the boat slip, sitting around
a campfire on the point, and,
for Frank, working tirelessly to
keep everything going. Thank
you, Frank, for all that you have
done to preserve and share the
beauty, tranquility and lifestyle
of the cabin. May your strong
legacy guide us going forward.

As a young boy, Frank
developed a genuine passion

FOUNDATIONS

INSULATION

responses to those from the NFS
are available through the Public
Access to Court Electronic Re-
cords system for federal courts.

If the preliminary injunc-
tion is granted, it would have
substantial negative impact on
local towboat operators.

Regarding other items on
the agenda, the EEDA:

> Approved John Fedo &
Associates invoice anbd month-
ly activity summary for Feb-
ruary. John Fedo is the City of
Ely’s economic development
consultant.

>» Approved the payment of
EEDA’s February bills totaling
$74,508.

for trapping and it continued
throughout his life. In fact, at
age 84, he still trapped 200 bea-
ver. He was an informed and
knowledgeable trapper who
enjoyed time outdoors during
all the different trapping sea-
sons whether he was scouting,
laying down iron, or checking
traps and snares. He was skilled
and meticulous at putting up his
own fur. He was a wealth of in-
formation and had a multitude
of colorful stories to tell. He
was proud not only of his time
in the field, but of his time as
a co-director of the Minnesota
Trapping Association (MTA)
for District One, of his status as
a Certified MTA Trapping In-
structor, of his leadership with
the Pine Marten Nesting Box
Building Project, and for his
mentoring of young trappers. In
addition, in his younger days,
he was an avid walleye and lake
trout fisherman, having caught
various lunkers. He was also
fortunate to have had success
bagging a moose in both the
U.S. and Canada.

When  reflecting  upon
Frank’s 86 quality years, one
life-altering and incredible
event occurred on August 26,
1985, when he was united in
marriage at Coal Point to the
love of his life, Linda Kor-
honen, who then became Linda
Korhonen-Brula. They formed a
union which included the bonus
of two stepchildren for Frank,
stepdaughter Kaija and stepson
Mathew. It turned out to be a
family dynamic that brought
a great deal of learning, fun,
happiness and joy to the four
of them. Frank respected that
he was a stepdad to the kids
and it was upon that foundation
that relationships grew, thrived,
and found incredible value
and satisfaction. Over time,
four grandchildren were added
to the family...nine-year-old
Graham, eight-year-old Eero,
seven-year-old Brielle, and six-
year-old Airi. Grandpa Frank,
or Grandpa Goofy as he was
called, reached them in the most
unique ways. He was the one
who could get them to haul sau-
na wood, stack lumber, pick up
pine cones, crush cans, or rake
the beach, and they would think
they were having fun (when the
rest of the family tried to cajole
them into doing these activities,
they were chores). On the flip

#1 Trusted, Local Expertin
Basement Waterproofing!

> Approved the note, mort-
gage, personal guarantee, and
forgivable loan agreement for
Eagle Wolf Development, LLC/
Ely Hardware, Inc for the EDA
Commercial Development Cor-
ridor Program.

» Heard the report from
City of Ely clerk and treasurer
Harold Langowski regarding
the two-month the lease for 720
E Miners Drive between City
of Ely and Closed Doors Films
LLC. Closed Doors Films is the
production company filming a
feature-length film in Ely start-
ing the first week in May.

> Approved a $500 contri-
bution to the April 28 Non-Tra-

side of the coin, he would take
them tubing, for boat rides, for
four-wheeler rides, or get them
enthused while he read aloud to
them from the Wall Street Jour-
nal. He definitely left his mark
upon all of them.

As we say our final good-
byes, Frankie J., thank you for
the wonderful years we had to-
gether, for your bigger than life
personality, for your contagious
laugh, for your fascinating sto-
ries, for your love of our Aire-
dale, Rusty, for your keen mind,
and for making our family unit
so strong and caring. For a life
well lived, rest in peace and we
will let your legacy guide us and
strengthen us in years to come.

Frank is survived by his
wife, Linda; stepchildren, Kai-
ja (husband Jan and children
Eero and Airi) and Matt (wife
Angie and children Graham
and Brielle); brother, Tom (wife
Peggy); two godsons, Jim Mu-
stonen and Andy Brula; sever-
al cousins and their spouses; a
niece; and a multitude of good
friends too numerous to name.
Thank you to all. You meant the
world to Frank.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Nina and Do-
rie; brothers, David and Fred;
both sets of grandparents, who
influenced his life greatly; and
numerous aunts, uncles and
cousins.

Judith F. Ronning

Judith Faye Thornberg
Ronning, 78, of Cook, passed
away on Saturday, April 22,
2023, at her winter home in St.
Mary’s, Ga. A visitation was
held on Thursday, April 27 at
Allison Memorial Chapel in St.
Mary’s for her dear friends in
Georgia. A visitation will also
be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday, May 6 at Mlaker
Funeral Home in Cook for her
beloved family and friends in
Minnesota. A celebration of her
life will be held at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, July 1, in the full bloom
of summer, at the First Baptist
Church in Cook. Visitation will
be held one hour prior. Arrange-
ments are with Mlaker Funeral
Home of Cook.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Jon; daughters, Janell
(Dean) and Jonna; son, Justin;
siblings, Millie, Marylin, Sha-
ron (John), Sheila (Loren) and
Terry; two grandsons; three
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ditional Lender’s Forum.

> Approved the proposal
for “Full Feasibility Study for
a Housing Market Analysis”
to be performed by Maxfield
Research and Consulting for
$8.,200. A full study is one that
includes a data-driven analysis
of occupancy and housing de-
mand. The last study was done
in 2019 and is now out-of-date
given the changes since the
pandemic. Redoing the study is
with the encouragement of the
State of Minnesota, which has
pointed out that the lack of re-
cent study all but destroys Ely’s
ability to compete for housing
grants and funding programs.

granddaughters; a great-grand-
son; and a great-granddaughter
on the way.

Jennie T. Mayasich

Jennie Theresa Tavchar
Pettinelli Mayasich, 96, of Vir-
ginia, died on Monday, April
24,2023, at Edgewood Vista in
Virginia. A celebration of life
will take place at a later date.
Family services are provided by
Bauman-Vermilion, a Bauman
Family Funeral Home in Tower.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Edward; children, Mike
(Diane) Pettinelli of Tower,
Tony (Debbie) Pettinelli of Mt.
Iron, Dave Pettinelli of Virginia,
Larry (Mary Ellen) Pettinelli of
Britt and Steve (Cindy) Pettinel-
li of Tower; ten grandchildren;
and numerous great-grandchil-
dren.

Frederick R. Urbanek

Frederick “Fred” Robert
Urbanek, 85, of Hobart, Ind.,
and Lake Vermilion-Tower,
passed away at home with his
family by his side on Thursday,
April 20, 2023. Per his wishes,
no services have been sched-
uled. Burns Funeral Home of
Hobart is entrusted with ar-
rangements.

He is survived by his loving
wife of almost 26 years, Shirley
Urbanek; five children, Kelly
(Rick) Evans, Robert Urbanek,
Kathleen Urbanek, Frederick
(Annie) Urbanek and Karen
(Merrick) Morris; twelve grand-
children; and six great-grand-
children.

Joseph E. Lobe

Joseph Eugene Lobe of
Roseville, and Fall Lake-Ely,
passed away peacefully on Fri-
day, April 21, 2023. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at
noon on Friday, May 5 at St.
Qdilia Catholic Church in Shor-
eview with visitation one hour
prior, Afterward, friends and
family are invited to a luncheon
at Little Venetian in Little Can-
ada.

He is survived by his loving
wife of 66 years, Jean Borel-
li Lobe; son, Peter (Ivy) Lobe;
daughters, Cindy (Brad) Eggen
and Sheila (Mike) Nally; eight
grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; nieces, nephews and
friends.
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of the Fond du Lac Band are
expected to begin their spring
netting on Lake Vermilion as
early as next week. The annual
eventis partof the Band’s efforts

Left: Fisheries staff with the
Fond du Lac Band were
busy measuring fish caught
during the 2019 harvest in
this file photo.

REGIONAL— Members

week.

to exercise its off-reservation
fishing rights within the 1854
Treaty area.

The spring harvest, which
can be undertaken using either
nets or spears, is typically held
ahead of the statewide fishing
opener, usually just after ice-
out. That could prove a com-
plication for this year’s harvest,
since ice was still lingering on
much of Vermilion as of this

The harvestis well-regulat-
ed, with fisheries staff measur-

taken.

WATCHING THE SEASON

WIll It or won't It?

New forecasting tool might help with those ice-out predictions

EGIONAL— Will it or won’t it?
With fishing opener just over a week
away, and ice still covering many
North Country lakes as of late this week,
whether that ice would clear in time for the
annual celebration of the walleye was the
predominant question on the lips of many.

It’snot justidle curiosity in these parts.
Opening weekend of fishing is a huge
economic boost for the region, impacting
resorts, hotels, bait
shops, restaurants,
bars, gas stations,
and more.

But it all
depends on open
water, or at least
enough open water
to keep the anglers

happy.

While late :
April’s snow and '
lingering cold tem- MARSHALL
peratures proved HELMBERGER

a setback, there’s
reason for optimism
for those looking to get their docks and
boats in the water in time for next Saturday.

When it comes to predicting ice-
out, most of us have a pretty unscientific
approach. Temperatures, the amount of
wind or sunshine all play into it for most
of us, but how do you really calculate
how those various factors fit together to
determine when the ice finally disappears?

That was aquestion thathas been on the
mind of John Downing, a UMD professor
of biology and director of the Minnesota
Sea Grant,and he’s come up with amethod
of estimating ice-out based almost entirely
on temperature. He wrote a column on this
back in March for the Sea Grant website,
which you can find athttps://seagrant.umn.
edu/news-info/featured-stories/forecast-
ing-ice-out-minnesota-lakes. [Thanks to
Heidi Holtan, at KAXE/KBXE radio for
alerting me to Downing’s column].

In his column, he introduced what he

Above: Ice was still mostly white but
beginning to darken on Lake Vermilion
near McKinley Park on Monday, May 1.

Right: Bald eagles gather around the
remains of a fish in the Pike Bay
narrows.

photos by M. Helmberger

calls an “Ice-out widget,” which you can
find at: https://seagrant.umn.edu/programs/
recreation-and-water-safety-program/
mn-ice-ice-out.

Downing notes that the widget will not
tell you whether or not ice is safe, but only
when it’s likely to disappear. Actually, it
can also help us predict when the ice will
form in the fall.

The widget relies on automated
weather data from almost two dozen air-
ports around the state, including those in
Hibbing and International Falls, and you
can select whichever airport is closest to
your lake to determine which data setto use.

For ice-out, you’re looking for the
number of what are known as “thawing
degree days,” which you can determine for
each day based on the following formula:
[High temp + low temp] divided by two,
then subtract 32. For example, let’s say
you have a low of 30 and a high of 55.
That would equal 85, which would come
to 42.5 when divided by two, and 10.5
after subtracting 32. So, you would have
10.5 thawing degree days for that date. You
can count any thawing degree days from
Jan. 1 on, since they can all contribute to
thawing lake ice.

As Downing puts it, thawing degree
days essentially provide an objective
measure of cumulative springtime warmth.
In northern Minnesota, Downing said it
takes an average of about 220 thawing
degree days before we reach a 50-percent
probability of ice-out. That probability
increases beyond that point. By the time
wereach 275 thawing degree days, we have
an 80-percent chance of ice-out.

It’s a good benchmark, but it’s not

foolproof as apredictor, Downing acknowl-
edges. The size of the lake, the thickness of
the ice, snow cover, amount of sunshine,
and windiness can all either slow or quicken
the pace of ice-out. Based on Downing’s
widget, the Hibbing airporthad 145 thawing
degree days as of Monday, May 1. Using
the forecasted high and low temperatures
on my various weather apps between
now and opener, we should expect to add
another 191 thawing degree days by then.
That would total about 336 thawing degree
days between now and opener, which would
give us anearly 100-percent probability of
ice-out.Indeed,based on Downing’s model,
we should expect a better-than-50-percent
probability of ice-out on most area lakes
as of May 7.

That would be about 10 days later than
average for most area lakes, and just over
a week later than average for our larger
lakes, like Vermilion and Burntside, where
the median ice-out date is April 30.

This forecast assumes we don’t have
any weather surprises, like an early May
cold front or snowstorm that sets us back
for afew days. We all know that’s happened
before. Assuming our current forecasts
hold, and that Downing’s model works as
he suggests, we should have clear sailing
for opening weekend.

ing each of the fish caught by
the dozen or so band members
who typically turn out for the
harvest. A post-harvest report
issued by the Band records the
number of fish and total pounds

On Vermilion, the Band
has typically rotated its harvest
between the eastern and western
basins of the lake. This year,
the Fond du Lac have declared
a maximum harvest of 7,820
pounds from the west end, but
the actual harvest is likely to be

Fond du Lac harvest to focus on west end

Maximum declared harvest at 7,820 pounds, but actual take will likely be far less

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

much less than that.

Last year, Fond du Lac
members harvested 1,100
pounds of fish from Vermilion’s
eastern basin, after declaring a
maximum harvest of 10,000
pounds. In 2021, the Band
declared a maximum harvest of
10,000 pounds, again from the
east end, but actually harvested
just 625 pounds.

“1,100 pounds of harvest
would be unidentifiable in our

See HARVEST...pg. 5B

RIDING

Mountain
bike races

to be held

ELY — Come challenge your-
self on some of the best mountain
biking trails in the northwoods. The
Hidden Valley Hammer is a weekly
cross-country mountain bike race
that will be held at Hidden Valley
Recreation Area in Ely, starting at
6 p.m.onFridays, May 26 through
June 23.

Whether you’re a hardcore
racer or new to riding dirt, this fun,
no-frills event is geared to provide
an enjoyable riding experience
through some exciting and scenic
terrain.

Proceeds from the Hidden
Valley Hammer will be donated
to Team BOREALLIS, Ely’s youth
mountain biking team.

Courses will vary from week
to week and each race will have
a long course (12-15 miles) and
a short course (5-7 miles). Riders
12 and under on these courses will
require a paid adultrider with them
at all times. Each week will also
feature a free kids race.

The cost is $15 per race for
adults, or you can sign up for all
five weeks for $60. For riders 18
or younger, the cost is $5 per race,
while kids 12 and under race for
free with a paid adult. Hidden
Valley Recreation Area is located
at 1258 Hidden Valley Rd., in Ely.

For more information and to
register online, www.elynordic.
org/about/events. Race day regis-
tration starts at 5:00 p.m.

In the event of rain or other
weather events where riding may
damage the trails, the course will
be routed to mowed ski trails (still
FUN!). Severe weather will result
in race cancellation.

Refund policy

There will be no refunds for
the Hidden Valley Hammer. In the
event you are unable to race for
any reason your entry fee can be
considered a donation to Hidden
Valley trail maintenance and Team
BOREALIS.
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they’re finding little in
the way of natural foods
to recover after several
months without eating.

And that’s got at least
a few bears turning to
other sources of potential
food, like bird feeders
and other animal feed
put out by local livestock
growers, causing damage
at residences mostly in the
Tower area.

“We had a big bear
on the property Thursday
night,” said Becky Gawboy,
whoraises a variety of live-
stock just south of Tower.
“It destroyed the inside
of the pig yard, ripped
off the door, and sent the
pigs running. They were
gone for days.” The big
bruin also tipped over the
Gawboy’s bird feeder, and
pulled down apeanut feeder
that was hung eight feet up
in the air. “He just trashed
everything everywhere he
went,” said Gawboy.

The bear was a repeat
offender, showing up the
next day. But Gawboy
said all her animals and
various sources of food had
been moved to the barn by
then, relatively safe behind
locked doors.

The bear was also back
on Monday night this week,
and pulled down the one
remaining peanut feeder,
which was nearly empty.

Jessica Holmes,
DNR Tower Area wildlife
manager, said the problem
appearstobealocalized one
this spring. “There’s alocal
bear that’s creating a lot of
havoc,including here at the
DNR office,” said Holmes.
She said bears often turn to
easy sources of food in the
spring, especially before
some of the spring greens
start emerging. “But we’re
hearing no widespread
complaints. Itappears to be
a pretty isolated situation.”

The problem bear
hasn’t been content to
wreak havoc at just one
location. Just down the
road from Gawboys, what
appears to be the same bear
has left Lisa Anderson and
her family feeling almost
trapped inside their house,
fearful of going outside
without a gun. Anderson
said she first saw the big
bear while coming home
from Tower on Saturday
evening. She turned into her
driveway to see it standing
in the middle of the drive,
looking at her. She honked
the horn, but rather than
running away as she expect-
ed, the bear scratched at
the dirt, squatted, and def-
ecated, producing what she
described as an enormous
pile of partially digested
black oil sunflower seeds.

Rather than try to make
a run for the house, she
drove away for a while,
hoping the bear would
leave. Instead, it went on
a rampage, ripping down
fences thathouse hersizable
flocks of chickens, ducks,
geese, and guinea hens.
It’s also caused damage
to fences that contain her
horses,and left them unusu-
ally skittish.

Anderson said the bear
has returned repeatedly
since then. She’s tried
using firecrackers and
pistol shots to scare the
bear away, mostly without
effect. While the bear’s
initial foray onto her prop-
erty seemed to focus on
accessing animal feed,
she was petrified when it

it would try to gain entry to
the house. “Thereis no food
there, so the only reason to
come on the deck would be
to break in,” she said.

Anderson said she
contacted the Department
of Natural Resources and
spoke to a conservation
officer who told her that the
agency no longer relocates
nuisance bears, but that she
was free to shoot it if it was
causing damage.

Anderson said that
isn’t the answer she was
looking for. “I want it gone,
I don’t want it dead,” she
said. In the meantime, she
said she doesn’t go outside
withouta gunright now just
in case the bear shows up.

While most residents
haven’t seen the kind of
damage experienced by
Anderson or Gawboy,
bears have been showing
up at residences all around
the area. Bears, of various
sizes, have been frequent
visitors around homes
in Tower and elsewhere,
scrounging for anything
edible, but most damage, if
any, has been minor.

Anderson said the con-
servation officer she spoke
with told her that the situa-
tion would improve in the
next few weeks as things
start to green up and bears
turn their attention else-
where for food.

While the bear will
eventually move on,neither
Anderson nor Gawboy
is interested in waiting
aroundifthebearis goingto
continue to cause damage.
Gawboy said if the bear
shows up during daylight,
she’ll solve the problem —
permanently.

Outdoors briefly

Vermilion Trap Club
awarded DNR grant
for shooting range

WINTON— The Department
of Natural Resources has awarded
an $18,400 matching grant to the
Vermilion Range Trap Club here
to help purchase several new skeet
target throwers, one trap target
thrower and a target storage unit.
The throwers will provide depend-
able shooting and target storage will
reduce shooting costs.

The grant reflects the DNR’s
commitment for safe shooting
opportunities and generous com-
munity support.

The Vermilion Range Trap Club
is located on the Old Winton Road
just below the Winton water tower
near the Longbranch. The clubexists
to provide safe shooting opportu-
nities for anyone in the area and is
open to the general public. Shooting
venues include trap, skeet, and a

HARVEST...continued from page 4B

Lake Vermilion netting survey,”
said Keith Reeves, Tower Area
DNR fisheries manager. “They are
probably affected by late spring
ice-outs because their netting ends
by walleye opener,” said Reeves. “1
suspect their efforts will be affected
again this year.”

Since 2016, the Fond du Lac
annual harvest has ranged from
1,758 pounds in 2016 to zero in

small sporting clays course. Trap
and skeet shooting is held on Sunday
afternoons at 1:00 p.m. until about
4 p.m. and Wednesday evenings
after 5 p.m. until dusk. The 25 target
sporting clays course starts in late
August through most of September,
a good tune up for hunting season,
and it is fun.

Trap is a 25-shot shooting
game where clay targets are thrown
away from the shooter at a variety
of angles. Skeet, also a 25-target
close range sport, where one and
two clay targets are thrown at close
ranges. This is the perfect way to
master and perfect wing shooting
skills. Sporting clays often referred
to as golf with a shotgun replicates
hunting situations. Each course
is different as a squad of shooters
travel from station to station to
experience unique shooting situa-
tions. “Sporting Ducks” at the range
offers rising targets, overhead duck
shots, point blank woodcock shots,
long range goose shots,and flushing
grouse.

Memberships are available
although not required and shooting
is open to everyone. Trap is usually
shot with a full or modified choke.
Skeet and Sporting Ducks with a
skeetor cylinder choke. Target loads
using shot size of 7 2, 8, or 9 are
required for safety. Ear protection
and eye protection is also required
by all. Reservations are not needed.

The Vermilion Range Trap Club
(VRTC) has been in existence for
over 50 years in the same location
and is the home of the Vermilion
College Trap Team. It has also
been a site for youth gun safety,
Boy Scout merit badges, and group
outings. The charcoal grill gets
used frequently. The club hosts
several shooting events such as the
Spoonbill Challenge against neigh-
boring clubs, the Cold Turkey Shoot
in November, and other safe shoot-
ing fun. It’s a good place for folks
to gather who enjoy the outdoors
and introduce kids to safe shooting.

2020, a year that was affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Reeves said
most Fond du Lac members focus
their efforts on Mille Lacs, which
is closer to many of their homes,
and less subject than Vermilion to
late ice-outs. Reeves said a 2017
Memorandum of Understanding
that includes the DNR and Fond
du Lac outlines steps to be taken if
tribal harvestapproaches their actual

allocation. “Butthe Band harveston
Lake Vermilion has been well under
that,” said Reeves.

The Band typically declares its
intention to harvest fish from about a
dozen other lakes in the 1854 Treaty
zone.However,inrecent years, most
of those lakes have experienced no
harvesting activity by the Fond du
Lac as part of their spring season.

Catch the latest local and regional news at timberjay.com!

(LEAN.DRAIN.

CLEAN

DRAIN

o Boats, PWCs, tréilers, and gear

€ Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,

Q Water from boat, bilge, motor,
ballast tanks, and bladders.
PWCs - run motor for 10 seconds
to blow water out of jet drive

motor, prop, skis, wakeboards,
ropes, and life jackets
before leaving

a Remove drain plug and open all
water draining devices

0 Trash unused bait

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

Foreyver
g

., -

Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

- (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water

(120°F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

INITIATIVE
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EMPLOYMENT

Full-time Delivery Driver/
Yard Employee
at Cook Building Center

Monday thru Friday with rotating Saturdays
Overtime every week
Benefits include: Paid Time Off, Paid
Holidays, 401K, Health Insurance, Cell Phone
Earn 40-50K a year!

Come Join our fun hardworking team!!
218-666-5344 ask for Eric
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body
EESLER Technician and an  Automotive
pany nzivin  Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

Winterween
NORTHERN WEAR

Retail Associate

(Full-Time or Part-Time availability)
Wintergreen Northern Wear creates quality
outdoor apparel on the main street of Ely, MN.
We are looking for a friendly, outgoing, and
experienced individual to join our retail team! If
you’re looking for a dynamic position with
competitive wages that will keep you busy
full-time or part-time and year-round, apply
online at WintergreenNorthernWear.com or at
our store located at 205 East Sheridan Street,
Ely, MN. Experience in customer service or
sales required; knowledge & experience of
outdoors or manufacturing are preferred. 5/5

Project Manager

Closes: 05/12/2023

Position Purpose: The Project Manager pro-
vides project management services to the
Bois Forte Tribal Government and the Bois
Forte Development Corporation. This position
has general responsibilities for on-site project
management including construction coordina-
tion, scheduling, monitoring, and supervision
of project work by contractors. The Project
Manager will be the primary field represen-
tative for the Tribal Government on projects
where a “construction manager at will” is not
hired.

Excellent Benefits:

Medical & Dental- Free e Annual leave o
Sick leave e 401k match e 15 paid holidays
e Flex plan e Basic Life Insurance e LTD o

Voluntary benefits available by
payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, May 5, 2023

FT (1.0) Check & Connect Mentor

ISD 2142 Employee placed full time at
Vermilion Country School in Tower

We are in search of a dedicated Check
& Connect Mentor to provide individualized
attendance, academic, and behavior support
to a defined caseload of students. This posi-
tion will work exclusively at Vermilion Country
School in Tower.

The Check & Connect Mentor will implement
1:1 or small group interventions designed
to promote academic achievement, increase
attendance, reduce inappropriate behaviors,
and decrease school suspensions.

In addition, Check & Connect Mentors are
responsible for frequently collecting, docu-
menting, and analyzing data for their caseload
students. Under general supervision, Check
& Connect Mentors work directly and collab-
oratively with individual students and their
families, school staff, and community service
providers to implement strategies that address
school success and school completion.

Apply at www.isd2142.net.

Questions: Contact Lisa Perkovich at (218)
404-5188 or Iperkovich@isd2142.k12.mn.us

HELP WANTED

Program Support | at the
Cook and Tower Farmers Markets

$19.22/hr. Cook: Saturdays 7:30 am -12:30
pm or Tower: Fridays 3:30-6:30 pm. June-
Sept. Positions open until filled. Please apply
at www.aeoa.org; Careers Tab; Administrative.
AA/EOE. 519

Chief Executive Officer

open until filled

Position Purpose: The Chief Executive
Officer directs and supervises the Health and
Human Services programs and management
functions of all Health and Human Services
supervisors and their programs. Health and
Human Services is the sole community health
provider at the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa,
including clinics in Nett Lake, MN, and Tower,
MN. The CEO will provide leadership and
assume responsibility and accountability for
the overall strategic and operational planning
of HHS in conjunction with and within the
authority of the general strategic direction of
the governing health board. The CEO will per-
form duties and responsibilities personally or
through subordinate supervisors. The CEO will
direct and coordinate all activities of the clinic
to achieve the objective of providing quality
health care to the citizens of the Bois Forte
Band of Chippewa and surrounding areas. The
CEO is responsible for the clinic’s operation,
the application and implementation of poli-
cies, and the liaison to the Board of Directors
and Tribal Council, Medical Staff, and the
community. Employs qualified personnel and
ensures staff education and evaluation. Takes
an active role in implementing an effective
budgeting and accounting system. Participates
and represents the clinic’s interest in com-
munity and healthcare-related organizations
within the reservation and surrounding area.

Excellent Benefits:

Medical & Dental- Free e Annual leave e
Sick leave e 401k match e 15 paid holidays
e Flex plan e Basic Life Insurance e LTD o

Voluntary benefits available by
payroll deductions
Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, May 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

MORCOM TOWNSHIP
MEETING CHANGE NOTICE

The regularly scheduled Morcom Town Board

meeting has been changed from May 10 to
May 24, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.
Please contact Sasha Lehto, Clerk, if you have
any questions at 218-969-5812.

Published in the Timberjay, May 5, 2023
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KUGLER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING NOTICE

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular
monthly board meeting on Wednesday, May
10, 2023, at 5 p.m. at the Kugler Town Hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, May 5, 2023

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

Vi e
J2%_©
Virginia Hibbing
741-1481 263-3276
“Friends Helping Friends”

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty 1s You

OPEN POSITIONS i

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at

$36.22/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER

PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at
$36.22/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)

Environmental Services

Radiology

bonus)

FT Radiologic Technologist ($4,000 sign-on

Casual Ultrasound Tech
(Independent Contractor)

Casual Radiologic Tech
(Independent Contractor, weekend only)

Dieta

Casual (Environmental Tech I) Housekeep-

ing and Laundry Aide
Casual Laundry Aide

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

7O APPLY:

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cook Hosprial & Care Center offers competitive pay and benefits

mickuchng PERA retrement, Health and Dental coveroge, Life and LTD.

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS
DISTRICT COURT
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
10. Other - Quiet Title
SUMMONS
(To be tried in the City of
Virginia)

EVELETH-GILBERT
INDEPENDENT _SCHOOL
DISTRICT #2902, formerl
Independent School District
#2154, formerly Independent
School District #697. formerly
In: ndent School District
#39,

Plaintiff,

vs.
ERED A. ROBINSON, Trustee
under the terms of a certain
indenture dated 05/25/1903
the unknown heirs of Fred

A. Robinson, and all other
persons unknown claiming
any right, title, estate, interest
inor

lien upon the subject property
described in the Complaint
herein,

Defendants.

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED
DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY
SUMMONED and required to

serve upon Plaintiffs’ attorney
an Answer to the Complaint
which is on file in the office
of the Administrator of the
above-named Court within
twenty (20) days after ser-
vice of this Summons upon
you, exclusive of the day of
service. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default will be
taken against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

This action involves, affects or
brings in question real proper-
ty situated in St. Louis County,
State of Minnesota, described
as follows, to wit:

Lots 1-18, Block 48, Eveleth
Central Division No. 1.

That Plaintiff is the owner of
Lots 1-18, Block 48, Eveleth
Central Division No 1.

The object of this action is
to obtain a judgment that
Plaintiff is the owner in fee,
each of specifically described
parcels contained within the
above-described real prop-
erty and any buildings and
personal property, and that
Defendants have no estate or
interest therein or lien there-
on.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN
that no personal claim is made

-

©2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etfc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.
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by Plaintiff against any of the
Defendants.

Civil cases are subject to
Alternative Dispute Resolution
processes as provided in Rule
114 of the General Rules
of Practice for the District
Courts.  Alternative Dispute
Resolution includes media-
tion, arbitration, and other pro-
cesses set forth in the Rules.
You may contact the Court
Administrator for

information about these pro-
cesses and about resources
available in your area.

Dated this 27th day of April,
2023

ATTORNEY
PLAINTIFFS

FOR

DEFENBAUGH LAW OFFICE
Rae R. Bentz

107 E Camp St

Ely, MN 55731
(218)365-4977

Attorney ID No. 218376

By: Rae R. Bentz
Date: April 27, 2023

Published in the Timberjay,
May 5, 12 & 19, 2023

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!
&

by Linda Thistle

2

8

SNOWFLAULS

solution

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!

Legal notices are online each week at timberjay.com
and at https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

5

8

6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door

and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday
Night Big Book Group meets
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm
Sunday. For information call
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK

Ashawa Al-Anon Family
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook,
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950

MARINE

Centrally Located On

Lake

Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage

Lease or Purchase Options

Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower ¢ 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
BUILDING :
SERVICES :
1
i
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILLING '] 1
. “Put A Piece Of
% Northern
Minnesota
| In Your Home”
Superior Quality VMIERCURY
* Plank Paneling OUTBOARDS
* Trim Frank’s Marine
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings Sales & Service
* Industrial Lumber Wieroury, Crestiner, und
franksmarine@centurytol.net
21 8'744'1 788 Hwy 53, Orr » Call 218-757-3150
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

TesmE BT

T andbery

BLARIMA

_,_)

AURAELD s YAMAHA
TLFMRENT @ DPocnadager B CODIREY
Sales * Service
Rentals

General Store

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

HELP WANTED

Program Manager Wanted: Well
Being Development is looking to
fill a part-time program manager

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

position. Join us in supporting GARAGE SALES
those challenged with mental
health and substance use. This Ely’s Citywide Rummage,

position is for 20-32 hours per
week. See our website for more
information,  http://wellbeingde-
velopment.org/employment-op-
portunities/. 5/5

Business Crazy Day, Used
Equipment &  Watercraft
Sale, and Shop Local promo-
tion launch are all happening
Saturday, May 20, 8 am. — 4
p.m. Many rummage sales and
special deals at local retailers.
Maps are available at the Ely
Chamber of Commerce, 1600
E Sheridan St and online at Ely.
org/citywide. 5/12

HOWFLARES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
® sy €€ Vedum €@ @ Dificutt

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

CryptoQuote

answer

Don't let the fear of
losing be greater than

the excitement of winning.

— Robert Kiyosaki

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

BOAT WokKS
o

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM

Closed Weekends

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 7153-2950
timherjay.com

QNG ass

PROVEN

Storage * Complete Service * Sales

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Super Crossword

“OH GEEZ!”

ACROSS 50 Safe sword 93 Cellar, in 4 Children’s 40 Rock singer 80 Good egg
1 Gets married 52 Question ads author Nugent rating
again aboutone’s 95 Makes Madeleine 42 Bit of work 81 Israeli
7 Playmate for relentless accursed L— 44 Itty-bitty weapon
Spot following 99 Tooth 5 Abbr. for a 46 “Wow, neat”” 84 ABC am.

11 Fed. loan skills? doctor’s org. handyperson 48 Gets mature show, for
agency 56 Thinks alike 100 Expectant 6 Refused the 49 Cpl.'s boss short

14 The — &the 59 Sch. in the father request 51 Austin-to- 85 Police vehicle
Papas Nutmeg State 103 Latin | verb 7 Blast from a Houston dir. 86 Reagan-era

19 Greek Muse 60 Saturated 105 Fore and — lighthouse 53 Dir. opposite scandal
of astronomy 61 Royal 106 Way to pack 8 Pet collar 51-Down 87 Positive vote

20 Take way too daughter fresh fish attachment 54 Santa — 88 Auction offer
much of, for who always 109 Heroic 9 Homer winds 89 Doc treating
short moves with American Simpson cry 55 Be a debtor sinusitis

21 That lady short, quick spy’s petty 10 “Be right 56 Impersonated 90 Ski resort in

22 Scarlett of motions? bargaining? there” 57 Silver-haired S. Vermont
Tara 66 Berlin article 112 Whopper 11 Carpet style 58 Increase 94 Most ogreish

23 Equipping 69 Effortless dropped in 12 Big icy chunk 59 Gp. patrolling 96 Cartoon
aranch 70 Prefix water? 13 Gls’ force shores gorilla of
with light, with chicor 116 — about 14 Coftee flavor 62 Division: 1960s TV
horse-drawn tourist (around) 15 “Now | Abbr, 97 Lions, 49ers
vehicles? 71 Love-letter 117 British islet remember” 63 Errand or Steelers

26 Anatomical “hugs” 118 City in central 16 ltalian sports runners 98 Canonized
sacs 72 Cab Florida car 64 Top Olympic Fr. woman

27 Playa— Rey 73Indigo, e.g. 119 Dancing 17 Cultural medal 100 Cotillion gal

28 Qatari capital 74 Goose flocks woman’s exhibition 65 Mauna — 101 “That's —

29 Brie exposed making moves? hall 66 Info to input haven’t
to heat? people 123 Suppressed 18 Encl. witha 67 Chopped heard!”

31 Cooing bird chuckle? 124 Lyric poem manuscript down 102 — & Noble
wearing fancy 81 Suffix with 125 Discontinues 24 “Can't, I'm 68 Knights, e.g. 104 Scampi food
duds? event or 126 Money, already late” 72 Eta-iota link 107 Inuit dwelling

34 Port in Iraq context informally 25 Diminish 74 Look 108 Greenish-

35‘'m —loss” 82 Wove rattan 127 Filled cookies 30 “MacGyver” intently blue colors

36 Dark film into 128 Abel, to Eve network 75 Wholly 110 Accord maker
style 83 Tire marks 129 Sing like Ela 31 Faux — (slip) 76 Heart chart, 111 Be choked by

37 Forest cats 84 Big brown 130 Neighbor of 32 Without in brief 112 Merely OK

41 Bar brew beast seeking Colombia assurance of 77 —-AFTRA 113 Scii

43 Months handouts of payment (showbiz vehicles
before Octs. salmon? DOWN 33 Disappear as union) 114 Overhaul

45 Pre-Q queue 90 Steak or ham 1 Wipe if by magic 78 Due to 115 Fed. agents

47 Prez Lincoln 91 — Claire 2 Very leamed 380nthe — wagering 120 U.S. “Ltd.”

48 Furrier John (magazine) 3 Disparity in (hiding out) 79 Sport- — 121 — long way
Jacob — 92 Berlin article work pay 39 Kobe sash (off-roader) 122 — Na Na
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2X6-6 ft

Cedar Dock Boards
11.24 s

P ey Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344

&
£ @ % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

cook suLome cenrer: eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
—— SOLUTIONS. INC. ——

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service,
Repairs, and New.

Brandon Stone - 218-590-5294

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
i & Abstracting
Northeast Title Company ELY OFFICE
has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731 ' 7
professional services assuring  Phone (218)365-5256 FREE
peace of mind for our -~ Angie Mikulich aNe

LAYAMAY
AVAILARLE

AKITCHENS

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN « 218-741-9356

customers before and after [ jcensed Closing Agent
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE
history of being a leader inthe 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792

industry. Our warm, friendly, and  Phone (218)741-1515
professional approach in all of  Jodee Micheletti W / G 0‘0’ CED AR'
our transactions ensures our  Owner/Licensed Closing Agent ove °

level of comfort th
customers a level of comfort that COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS

Your Source For Roofing
« METAL ROOFING
- LT « ARCHITECTURAL
Ve SaaoN SHINGLES
e Bryan (218) 269-1039
Ely Areas Karl (612) 418-8953

Licensed * Insured BC# 785662
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

FOREST CONCRETE
&l PRODUCTS

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

Celebrating From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
5 ogVe" f Virginia, using local gravel pits
ears: to support all your needs.

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS ﬁ

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - plant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 + cell 218-341-3197

is unmatched in the industry. Phone (218)741-1515 2 ,,x 6 ,,x 6 y
Cedar
$14.50 ea.>| 0
BU“.D'NGI ROCFING We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off
= it VERMILION LUMBER
.- John Thomas Almeida o HOME OF THE
. i l_}.mgr& Deslgner 'Lur;nﬁ«k' PROFESSIONALS -3
= Pingajt@gmail com ] I YA L N visA|

O

M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

KITCHENS . BATHROOMS +FIREPLACES *BARS
Licensed & Insured - License #BCB74311

& Call about the 30% tax credit!

WORLD'S #1

HOT AIR WOODBURNING FURNAGE!

Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs!

Hoover Rd, Virginia
741-7393
1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour

~ 7B 45 gi/hr. emissions
99.4% comb efficiency
99% smokeless burns

’ ‘ Emergency
KUUMA | B By v
Smokeless Wood Fumaces * Toll Free
R R e TR ol lampmfg@gmail.com  lamppakuuma.com 1-800-862-8628

For all your

HEATING, |Lelitls s

PLUMBING | it
and

AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros. ..

Sat 8 AM-Noon

PLUMBING & HEATING [Pp—

Northgate Plaza « Virginia PC644131
218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com

AUTOMOTIVE

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!

2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
LT 4X4 H.O.
MSRP.....$51,445

Dealer Discount .....$2,330
Customer Cash.....-$1,250*

SNy 547,865

*Customer Cash not applicable with all offers.
Must take delivery from dealer stock by 5/31/2023. See dealer for details.

PRE-DRIVEN DEALS!

2020 Ford Escape SEAWD............... Reduced!................... $28,990
2019 Chevrolet Blazer Premier AWD.....Fresh Trade In!.... $35,990
2019 Buick Envision Essence AWD....Only 35K Miles!......$27,990

2019 Ford Edge SELAWD.................. 31K Miles!................ $27,990
2019 Ford F-150 XLT Sport Crew 4x4...Max Tow Package.. $37,990
2016 Chevrolet Colorado Z71........... Only 43K MilesL......... $29,990
2015 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ AWD......7 Passengerl......... $19,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
\A"All WASCHKE FAMILY 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN
Ll CHEVROLET*COOK ~ 218-666-5901 » 1-800-238-4545 i

Winter ['s Einally Over!
Openithe Window..

A

.

| ?\\\: B o )\1
N
e
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Cabinets * Saunas * Carpeting
Storage * Bath ¢ Flooring * Laminates
Window Treatments * Kitchen

Let OUR Experience Work For YOU!
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

BIG Enough to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You @ S — HOURS:

= FLOOR to CEILING’ —— 8-5:30 M.F
8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. | = - Find us om:

é (12 Mlmmm:rzsfzn :lr;hm-,r 1?9?-:-'411-5?93 o = | E facebook.

online 24/1 at www.timherjay.com




