
ELY— After two months 
of production and rehearsal, 
the curtain goes up Thursday 
on the Northern Lakes Arts 
Association’s stage production 

of Little Shop of Horrors. The 
musical, staged at the Fine 
Arts Theater at the Vermilion 
college campus, opens at 7 p.m. 
on March 23, with additional 
evening performances set for 
Friday and Saturday, along with 
a 2 p.m. Sunday matinee. The 

show will repeat the follow-
ing week, Thursday through 
Saturday, March 30-April 1, with 
7 p.m. performances. Tickets 
are available online at northern-

V O Y A G E U R S 
NATIONAL PARK- The 
Timberjay’s eight-month long 
quest to uncover details behind 
an apparent assault by two park 
rangers on a local businessman 
on Lake Kabetogama contin-
ues to be blocked by federal 
officials. Based on the limited 
communication provided by the 
National Park Service, it appears 

that much of the resistance to 
the newspaper’s inquiries is 
coming from regional Park 
Service officials in Omaha, even 
though officials there deny they 
have issued a gag order on the 
incident.

The Timberjay has been 
seeking details of the assault 
against houseboat rental busi-
ness owner and operator Justin 
Ebel, who was tased by park 
rangers on his own boat last 

June while attempting to assist 
an elderly couple who had run 
their rented houseboat aground 
in high winds. 

Despite numerous requests 
by the Timberjay for details 
on the incident, including the 
probable cause for the board-
ing of Mr. Ebel’s boat and the 
use of force against him, the 
Park Service has provided no 
information other than the last 
names of the rangers involved 

and their dates of employment. 
Initially, the Timberjay 

submitted its questions to 
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Beware the man-eating plant
NLAA’S production of Little Shop of Horrors runs March 23- April 1

First read 
for city’s 
cannabinoid 
ordinance

Park Service continues stonewalling on Ebel case

CITY OF ELY

Major charter school renovation plan approved
TOWER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Above: Ian Lah, in his 
portrayal of Seymour 
Krelborn, reacts as 
he discovers that the 
carnivorous plant, 
Audrey II, is 
devouring a human 
victim.

See...HORRORS pg. 10
photo by C. Clark

Right: Park rangers 
Steve Pederson and 
Ryan Houghton on Lake 
Kabetogama shortly 
before boarding a boat 
being operated by Justin 
Ebel. photo courtesy J. Ebel

T

T O W E R —  T h e  T o w e r 
Economic Development Authority 
(TEDA) has approved the first phase 
of a renovation plan designed to sig-
nificantly reduce energy usage and 
improve the learning environment at 
the Vermilion Country School. The 
grades 7-12 charter school, located 
in Tower, is now in its tenth year of 
operation and has seen a significant 

enrollment jump in the past year. 
The school’s state-approved 

authorizer recently approved renew-
ing the school’s charter for another 
five years, expressing considerable 
satisfaction with the school’s perfor-
mance. Students at the school have 
shown steady growth in academic 
achievement, according to standard-
ized testing.

“I’m thrilled that the TEDA 
Board unanimously approved the 
upcoming Vermilion Country 

School renovation project,” said 
TEDA President Joe Morin. “The 
improvements will greatly enhance 
the school’s learning and working 

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

See...RENOVATION pg. 10

Right: Students working under the 
guidance of VCS teacher Karin 
Schmidt this week. The school 
environment will be changed for 
the better following planned 
renovations set to take place 
over the summer. 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...VOYAGEURS pg. 9

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Ely City Council 
approved the first reading of an edible 
cannabinoid ordinance at its March 21 
meeting. The proposed ordinance con-
tained a surprise: it included a provision 
for the “on-sale” purchase of edible can-
nabinoid products at a limited number 
of businesses such as restaurants.

While the council gave the new 
ordinance its first reading, it won’t be 
the last, and changes may still be in store. 
“We can change this between readings,” 
Mayor Heidi Omerza reminded the 
council after the vote to approve the first 
reading, “and we can change it when we 
discover what the public says about it.”

No matter what is currently in the 
ordinance, there are several opportuni-
ties to advocate for change in what was 
proposed at the March 21 meeting. The 
public hearing for the cannabinoid ordi-
nance is scheduled for 5 p.m. on April 4.
On-sale included

Ely’s ad hoc committee to study 
the edible cannabinoid issue surprised 
everyone when their proposed ordinance 
included licenses for both “on-sale” and 
“off-sale” purchases. On-sale refers to 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor



ELY- A group of area 
organizations is hold-
ing a forum to let area 
business owners learn 
about opportunities from 

non-traditional lenders 
and  the opportunities 
available for financing 
projects or businesses. 
Bankers, lenders, for-prof-
it business owners, and 
entrepreneurs  are en-
couraged to attend. The 
program will be held on 
Wednesday, April 5 from 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
in Ely,at the Boathouse 
Brewpub in Ely.

Presenters include: 

ARDC, APEX, Innovate 
218, Northspan Group, 
Inc., Entrepreneur Fund, 
Great River Energy, 
Northland Foundation, 
Northland Small Busi-
ness Development Center 
(SBDC), Minnesota Busi-
ness Finance Corporation 
(MBFC), and the Depart-
ment of Iron Range Re-
sources & Rehabilitation 
(IRRR).

The program is free 

and lunch is provided. The 
program starts at 11:30 
a.m. but attendees can 
arrive early to get some 
food.  Email dietary re-
strictions to Northspan’s 
Operations Specialist, 
Caitlin Vander Wal at 
cvanderwal@northspan.
org.

To register, visit 
https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/NTLFELY.
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ELY CHAMBER

BUSINESS LENDING

ROCK AROUND

THE CLOCK

SAVE THE DATE!

FUNDRAISING DINNER

THURSDAY, JUNE 22
MINERS DRY HOUSE

RAFFLES
SILENT AUCTION

DINNER
DANCING

 

 

Serve   Your  
COOK 

Community 
Start Today!! 

EMTs Needed 
 Immediate  

Hire !! 
Applications at City Hall 

218-666-2866 msg 

YOUR LOCAL AMBULANCE SERVICE NEEDs YOU 
=================================== 
OFFERING: EMTs get $7 - $9 /HR ON CALL  

TUITION PAID WITH COMITTMENT TO SERVE 
MONTHLY TRAININGS WITH CREW 

SLEEP AT HALL OR AT HOME ** 
REWARDING VOLUNTEER POSITION 

TRANSITION FROM EMR to EMT (considered) 
MUST BE 18 years old 

MUST HAVE A VALID DRIVER LIC. 
BE ABLE TO PASS BACKGROUNND CHECK & PHYSICAL 

(** conditions apply) 
 

 

 

Author Douglas Wood to speak to Mesabi 
Unitarian Universalist Church, March 26

VIRGINIA- “Earth Songs and Stories” will be 
the topic of  Douglas 
Wood on March 26 at 
Mesabi Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church. Join a 
morning of sharing and 
celebrating the beauty of 
the Earth and our spiritual 
connection to it.  Doug-
las Wood is the  author 
of Old Turtle and many 
other books, a songwriter, 
Minnesota wilderness 
guide, and teacher. 

The service is at 
10:30 a.m. at 230 7th Street S, Virginia; the building 
is handicap accessible. All ages are welcome. For 
questions visit http://www.mesabiuu.info/.

The North St. Louis County SWCD tree and 
native plant sale on now through May

REGIONAL - The North St. Louis SWCD tree 
and native plant sale will continue in 2023. If you 
would like to order trees, shrubs, native plants, or 
seed mixes from the North St. Louis SWCD, be sure 
to check out the website at www.nslswcd.org. It’s 
recommended to order promptly as there is limited 
availability.

Each year from January through early May, the 
SWCD sells native trees, shrubs, plant kits and seed 
packs to local landowners. These plants are sourced 
from greenhouses and nurseries including Schumach-
er’s Nursery, DNR Badoura Nursery, and PRT (Pacif-
ic Regeneration Technologies Inc.).  Trees are to be 
picked up right before fishing opener at the Eveleth 
DNR office. Orders can be placed on the website at 
www.nslswcd.org. 

The 2022 Sale was record-setting with more than  
15,000 trees and shrubs sold, and 93 native plant kits 
and seed packs sold. The top sellers in 2022 were Red 
pine and Red oak. The proceeds support the conserva-
tion efforts in forestry management, aquatic invasive 
species control, community education/outreach, 
watershed protection, and many more projects.

Trees are generally sold in bundles of 20-25 seed-
lings or transplants. Both conifers and deciduous are 
available. Native plant kits contain 36 plants designed 
to grow well together. Seed mixes for septic mounds 
or buckthorn replacement are also offered.  

The North St. Louis SWCD is thankful for each 
customer, the Eveleth DNR staff and their cooler, 
and for the trees that will keep Minnesota beautiful 
for future generations. If you have questions on what 
kind of trees, shrubs, plants or seed would best suit 
your property, visit the website to read descriptions or 
contact District Forester Natalya Walker at 218-288-
6146. 

USDA Single Family Housing Repair Loans 
and Grants Webinar on April 13

REGIONAL- Keeping up with maintenance and 
critical home repairs can be difficult, but it is key to 
loving and staying in your home. The Arrowhead 
Area on Agency is Partnering with USDA Rural 
Development to sponsor a webinar on USDA Single 
Family Housing Repair Loans and Grants on Thurs-
day, April 13 from 10 - 11:00 a.m. 

USDA Representatives will discuss the key ele-
ments of the program and how it can assist homeown-
ers in your community. The program provides federal 
dollars to low-income homeowners to repair, improve 
or modernize their home or provide grants to low-in-
come older adult homeowners to remove health and 
safety hazards.  

For more information or to register for the webi-
nar, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/single-family-hous-
ing-repair-loans-and-grants-tickets-577516245637 or 
contact Gina at gmarsalla@ardc.org or (218) 722-
5545.

ELY - The American As-
sociation of University Wom-
en (AAUW)-Ely Branch, in 
collaboration with Ely EM-
POWER invites community 
members to a presentation 
Tuesday, March 28, from 
noon to 1 p.m. at The Grand 
Ely Lodge to learn about trea-
ty promises and Indigenous 
healthcare.  

The presentation by Dr. 
Linda Bergum will focus on 
a review of legal agreements 
made between Indigenous 
people and the United States 
government.   She will discuss 
the current implementation of 
those promises, particularly 
as they relate to Indigenous 
healthcare.  

Bergum said, “The United 
States has not upheld its end 
of the bargain.”  Additionally, 
she said, there is a disparity be-
tween other U.S. funded health care 
and the Indian Health Service.  She 
will discuss the real-world impact of 
that disparity and some actions that 
should be taken to improve Indige-
nous healthcare outcomes.  

Dr. Bergum received her doc-
torate from the University of Min-
nesota Medical School.  After five 
years as a clinical physician, she 
joined the University of Minnesota 

faculty as an assistant professor in 
family medicine and community 
health.

Her clinical practice has al-
ways been focused on rural and/or 
underserved communities.  She has 
worked in multi-ethnic inner-city 
clinics in Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
with Alaska Native populations in 
remote villages north of the Arctic 
Circle, with the Mandingo, Momo 
and Gio peoples in war zones in Af-

rica (leading to twice 
being evacuated) and 
in Maori communities 
in New Zealand.  Her 
research interests in-
clude “Agent Orange 
Exposure and Type 2 
Diabetes in Vietnam 
War Veterans” with 
both publications and 
international presenta-
tions on that topic.

Bergum’s presen-
tation is part of a proj-
ect launched by the 
AAUW– Ely Branch 
in 2021 called Aware-
ness…Then Change. 
The initiative is de-
signed to increase un-
derstanding, honor the 
heritage of the area, 
and set the stage for 

supporting policy and so-
cial action to reduce risks 

and support the resilience of Indige-
nous woman and children. 

Local artist Shaun Chosa creat-
ed the accompanying image, “Sur-
vivor II,” representing the silenc-
ing of Indigenous voices and has 
generously allowed the AAUW– 
Ely Branch to use his art to create 
awareness for the initiative.

Awareness…then change

Image by Shaun Chosa

ELY- Last year Celebrate Ely 
featured a Survivor theme; this year, 
the Ely Chamber of Commerce is 
cranking it up a notch higher with 
Ely-stock.  Pull out those bell-bot-
tom jeans, tie-die shirts, mini-
skirts, and Gogo boots.  Guests 
will be transported back in time to 
the groovy 1960s.  The Grand Ely 
Lodge is the host site for the Thurs-
day, April 13 networking event.  The 
evening starts with a 4:30 p.m. so-
cial hour featuring a cash bar, hula 
hoops, twister, and a retro photo 
booth.  Come, visit, and get rocking 
to some of the 1960s greatest hits.  

The dinner buffet will feature 
roast beef bourbon, butterfly shrimp, 
and wild mushroom ravioli with all 
the fixings, plus a delicious dessert.  
The buffet starts at 5:45 p.m.  There 
will be door prizes and our annual 
awards, including a Jackpine Bob 
Cary Spirit, a Good Citizen Vol-
unteer, an Excellence in Customer 

Service, and two Good Neighbor 
Business awards.  

The evening is topped off with 
a special keynote speaker, Kristen 
Brown, named a top 20 trailblazer 
by Meetings Today magazine.  She 
has provided leadership training 
to organizations such as General 
Mills, Cargill, Minnesota Vikings, 
EcoLab, and Boston Scientific – to 
name a few.  Synching into our Ely-
stock theme, Kristen is sharing a 
message on energy and positivity for 
self, family, friends, and work.  And, 
of course, the evening wouldn’t be 
complete without Energy Bingo.

Tickets are $30 per person.  
Businesses and organizations can 
purchase tables of 8 or 10 to share 
the evening with employees or cli-
ents.  To reserve tickets, contact the 
Ely Chamber of Commerce office at 
218-365-6123 or director@ely.org.  
Don’t miss the fun.  

Chamber's Celebrate Ely dinner set for April 13

AAUW and EMPOWER sponsoring program on Tuesday, March 28 at noon

Non-Traditional Lenders Forum/Lunch in Ely on April 5



REGIONAL-Two months 
of above average rainfall led to 
the worst flooding in the Rainy 
River Basin in history last year, 
and lake level management pri-
or to the onset of the massive 
inflow of water had little effect 
on the situation.

Those are the conclusions 
reached in a Draft 2022 Post 
Flood Report issued March 10 
by the Water Levels Commit-
tee (WLC) of the Internation-
al Rainy-Lake of the Woods 
Watershed Board, the body 
responsible for making recom-
mendations to the basin’s dam 
operators for management of 
Rainy and Namakan Lake lev-
els. The report presents several 
key pieces of information used 
by the committee for its deci-
sion to follow the normal lake 
level rule curve, including me-
teorological data documenting 
the unprecedented amount of 
precipitation, the actions taken 
by dam operators in response 
to the flooding, and computer 
simulations of numerous lake 
level management alternatives 
that could have been employed. 
The report also seeks to answer 
questions frequently asked by 
the public.

Rainy River basin prop-
erty owners who experienced 
significant damage to shoreline 
properties are all too aware of 
the historic level of the floods. 
On June 14, Rainy Lake hit the 

highest level ever recorded at 
1,113.28 feet, while Namakan’s 
level on May 31 of 1,122.69 feet 
was the third-highest on record. 

Many blamed the WLC for 
not managing lake levels for 
high flood risk and not moving 
to full-open status of dam flood-
gates quickly enough, allegedly 
leaving the lakes unable to ac-
commodate the massive inflows 
from snowmelt and rain. The 
WLC acknowledged this ex-
pression of public sentiment in 
its report.

But using sophisticated 
computer models of the basin 
and its dams, the WLC deter-
mined that the massive inflows 
of snowmelt and precipitation in 
2022 would have overwhelmed 
any alternative management 
strategy they would have em-
ployed to try to minimize the 
flooding. If the WLC had fol-
lowed a more aggressive sce-
nario of holding Namakan to the 
bottom 25 percent of the 2018 
rule curve and implemented the 
high flood risk rule curve for 
Rainy Lake, the peak level on 
Namakan would have been only 
one centimeter lower, while 
the peak on Rainy would have 
been four centimeters lower. 
Namakan would have receded 
below the All-Gates Open Level 
one day sooner than it did, and 
Rainy two days sooner.

For comparison, the WLC 
also ran alternative modeling 
scenarios for the 2014 and 1950 

floods. For all three floods, the 
WLC concluded that, “The re-
sults indicate that regardless of 
which rule curve was used, or if 
no dams existed at all, the level 
of each lake rises above the All-
Gates Open level during these 
flood events. Furthermore, us-
ing one set of rule curves over 
another has very little influence 
on the peak level attained by 
each lake.”

“Flooding has always oc-
curred in the Rainy River wa-
tershed and will continue to do 
so in the future,” the report con-
tinued. “No rule curve changes 
will prevent high water levels in 
the face of extreme precipitation 
in the future.”
Initial conditions

Each year in March the 
WLC is tasked with determin-

ing the rule curve that will be 
used to guide the management 
of lake levels headed into the 
spring. The committee considers 
current conditions such as the 
amount of snowpack and its wa-
ter-equivalent value, base flows, 
temperatures and their effect on 
ground frost depth, and short 

BORDER LAKES

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

BAR/RESTAURANT This “turn-key” business 
opportunity includes business, 4,800 sq ft building 
for seating up to 150 people and 15 acres. Great 
location, minutes from ATV/snowmobile trails, golf 
course, Lake Vermilion and city of Cook. Call for 
more details!  $475,000  MLS#144140

COOK Prime corner lot downtown Cook. Room 
for a new business and parking lot. MLS#144081 
$50,000

INT’L FALLS Price reduced! 3 BR, 2 BA home on 
10 acres. Property includes 1,440 sq ft non-insu-
lated garage and 2,400 sq ft insulated garage that 
is zoned optional commercial use. Has city water 
and private septic system. MLS#144499 $379,900

TOWER 1 BR, 4 BA home w/commercial kitchen, 
2-stall detached garage. Known as the old Wayside 
Cafe this property presents a unique business or 
home opportunity. MLS#144182 $435,000

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  
“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Buyck-$52,000  40 acres on the Shuster Rd. Nice 
rolling elevation on south part of property. MLS#143084

Buyck-$360,000  200 acres near the Vermilion 
River and many area lakes. Adjoins public lands. 
MLS#143352

Britt-$45,000 3+ acre building site just 10 miles north
of Virginia. Wooded and private. MLS#143945

Britt-$59,900  4+ acre building site. Wooded with a 
pond and privacy. MLS#143948

Britt-$149,500  15+ acre building site. Wooded with
ponds and adjoins state and federal lands.  
MLS#143950

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Excessive rains main cause of last year’s flooding

See  FLOODING...pg. 5

Record inflows in 2022 to Rainy River basin fed by April/May storms and snowmelt

WASHINGTON - U.S. 
Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-
MN) received the 2023 Alzhei-
mer’s Impact Movement (AIM) 
Humanitarian of the Year Award 
for her work to address Alzhei-
mer’s disease from the Alzhei-
mer’s Association and AIM. 
The Humanitarian Award is giv-
en each year to public officials 
who have made significant con-
tributions to help create a world 
without Alzheimer’s. Currently, 
over 6 million Americans live 
with Alzheimer’s, including al-
most 100,000 Minnesotans.

Klobuchar is a longtime 
leader on combating Alzhei-
mer’s disease, and a member 
of the bipartisan Congressional 
Task Force on Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease.

Last year, Klobuchar (D-

MN) and Senator Grassley’s (R-
IA) bipartisan Kevin and Avon-
te’s Law to help locate missing 
loved ones with Alzheimer’s 
disease, autism, and other relat-
ed conditions was reauthorized. 

In May 2021, Klobuchar 
and Senator Susan Collins (R-
ME) introduced the bipartisan 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Act to provide grants to expand 
training and support services 
that improve caregiver health 
and delay long-term care facility 
admissions by helping individ-
uals with Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias continue 
living in their homes.

“As a long-time advocate 
for Alzheimer’s patients and 
their families and caregivers, 
I am honored to receive the 
2023 Humanitarian of the Year 

Award. Alzheimer’s is person-
al to me, like it is for so many 
families. My dad was diagnosed 
with late-onset Alzheimer’s and 
we lost him in 2021, but he was 
able to be surrounded by his 
loved ones in the final chapter 
of his life in memory care,” said 
Klobuchar. “His zest for life and 
his resilience were a source of 
strength for me. They gave me 
an example of how to overcome 
obstacles, and also deepened my 
commitment to pushing for bet-
ter treatments for Alzheimer’s, 
more support for caretakers, 
and of course, to finding a cure. 
I will continue fighting for the 
millions of Americans who are 
navigating this disease and their 
loved ones.” 

“The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion and the Alzheimer’s Impact 

Movement (AIM) are proud to 
honor Sen. Klobuchar’s signif-
icant leadership in the fight to 
end Alzheimer’s and all other 
dementia by recognizing her 
with the 2023 AIM Humanitar-
ian Award,” said Robert Egge, 
Alzheimer’s Impact Movement 
Executive Director and Alzhei-
mer’s Association Chief Public 
Policy Officer. “Sen. Klobuchar 
has been a longstanding Alzhei-
mer’s champion, supporting and 
introducing critical legislation, 
including the bipartisan Alzhei-
mer’s Caregiver Support Act. 
On behalf of those impacted 
by dementia in Minnesota and 
throughout the nation, thank 
you for your steadfast commit-
ment to the Alzheimer’s com-
munity.”

 Klobuchar has worked with 

colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to secure significant fund-
ing increases for Alzheimer’s 
and related dementias research. 
Between 2015 and 2022, Alz-
heimer’s disease research fund-
ing has more than quintupled, 
helping support efforts to find 
effective treatments and eventu-
ally a cure that will save count-
less lives. 

Alzheimer’s is one of the 
top 10 leading causes of death 
in the U.S. In 2022, there were 
more than 11 million Americans 
providing unpaid care for peo-
ple living with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias, representing 
over 16 billion hours of care. 

The number of Americans 
living with Alzheimer’s disease 
is projected to grow to nearly 14 
million people by 2050. 

Klobuchar receives Humanitarian of the Year Award for her work to address Alzheimer’s

Flooding caused damage at many area resorts last spring. file photo



The annual American ritual 
of March Madness, the popular 
name for the NCAA 
Division I men’s bas-
ketball tournament, is 
in full swing, and I am 
once again caught up 
in the fray.

As a child of 
Kansas and the son 
of a proud Universi-
ty of Kansas alum, it 
was preordained that 
March Madness blood 
would course through 
my veins. I grew up 
idolizing Kansas Jay-
hawk basketball and its 

rich tradition. The inventor of 
the game, Dr. James Naismith, 

was the KU’s first 
basketball coach 
(and the only one 
with a losing re-
cord), and in the 
125 years since 
the Jayhawks first 
put a team on the 
court, KU has six 
national champi-
onships, a current 
record 32 consec-
utive appearanc-
es in the NCAA 
tourney, the most 
winning seasons 

in NCAA history, has the most 
wins all-time of any Division 
I schools, and is responsible 
through its former players Dean 
Smith and Adolph Rupp for the 
basketball dynasties at North 
Carolina and Kentucky (cur-
rently coached by former KU 
assistant coach John Calipari).

As a student there from 
1976 to 1985 I was fully im-
mersed in Crimson and Blue 
hoops mania. It had been de-
cades since the Jayhawks’ last 
national championship in 1952, 
but that had little effect on the 
mayhem inside Allen Field-
house, dubbed by ESPN in 2017 

as the loudest college basketball 
arena in the country. Students 
didn’t have assigned seats, so 
we’d go early to get in line for 
games and I’d rush with my frat 
brothers to claim our preferred 
seats in the southwest corner 
of the upper level, a spot with 
equally good views of the court 
and the KU cheerleaders per-
forming beside it. I watched the 
Hawks claim six Big 8 confer-
ence championships and saw 
head coach Ted Owens get fired 
after two losing seasons, and 
remember all of the hype when 
Larry Brown was brought in 
from the New Jersey Nets pro 

team to right the ship, which he 
did, winning the national cham-
pionship with Danny Manning.  
Brown represents my closest 
brush with KU hoops royalty. 
Through the invitation of a team 
manager, I was present the night 
the team took over a local pub 
for an evening and Brown was 
manning the grill in the kitch-
en. I’ll never ever forget what 
he said to me – “Do you want 
cheese with that?” as he passed 
a burger through the window to 
me. Of course I responded “Yes, 
sir! Thank you!” I’m sure he 

Being woke beats 
the alternative

At this time, we hear too 
many politicians make accu-
sations of others being “woke” 
as if it is something dark and 
negative. It is not.  

According to the dictio-
nary, “woke” means being 
aware of and actively attentive 
to important societal facts and 
issues. It means being aware 
of systemic and oppressive ac-
tions and of bigotry.  It means 
exhibiting empathy and recog-
nizing prejudices that pervade 
our society.  It means being 
well-informed.  It means be-
ing a well-educated, responsi-
ble person.

However, in the context 
used in current political rants, 
there clearly is no “woke.”  
None.  It is a nonsense word 
concocted in an attempt to ma-
nipulate voters, to score polit-
ical points. Those who spew 
the word have absolutely no 
clue as to how to even define 
it.  

It appears that the villains 
in these accusations of “wo-
keness” are educated persons.  
Those who read widely and 
understand the detailed and 
accurate history of our nation.  
Or those who  understand the 
underpinnings of racism, big-
otry and prejudice that contin-
ue today, or those who truly 
believe in the promise of lib-
erty and justice for ALL.

Waves of protestors show 
up at school board meetings 
and other events accusing our 
schools of teaching Critical 
Race Theory, another bogus 
term.  Critical Race Theory is 
a construct taught in graduate 
programs in law school.  It is 
a system to assess the impact 
of racism in the legal system.  
It is not taught in our elemen-
tary or secondary schools.  
Reading books about people 
of color or by authors of color, 
reading books about the his-
tory of people of color, about 
Martin Luther King, Emmett 
Till, Ruby Bridges or the Jap-
anese-American Internment 
camps, or about the Trail of 
Tears and history of Native 
Americans is not Critical Race 

Theory.  
Reading books about peo-

ple “not like us” teaches stu-
dents to understand those not 
like them.  Nothing develops 
empathy and understanding as 
effectively as a good book.  

In these past five years, 
we have watched advocacy 
groups storm school board 
meetings, demanding censor-
ship of books not aligned with 
their beliefs or protesting the 
teaching of the truth of the his-
tory of our nation.  Nothing is 
more undemocratic than that.  

What is happening in 
Florida at this time simply 
should not be happening in 
a free, democratic nation.  
Books are being removed 
from shelves.  Teachers are 
threatened that they will be 
fired or even jailed for using 
any books that have not been 
approved by a clueless gover-
nor whose agenda is alarming-
ly similar to Hitler’s actions in 
Germany not that long ago. 

Students must have a 
right to access a wide range 
of stories and perspectives, 
especially those students who 
have been historically margin-
alized.  They must have access 
to books that speak for them 
and tell their stories.

I remember developing a 
unit on the Japanese-Ameri-
can Internment camps for my 
classes in a teacher education 
program. The students were 
shocked and appalled as they 
had never even heard of the 
Japanese Internment camps 
in their high school history 
classes.  The same was true 
for understanding the history 
of racism for blacks and Na-
tive Americans.  None of these 
stories in the history of our na-
tion were included in their his-
tory textbooks.  

The increasingly punitive 
and pervasive surveillance in 
classrooms will have a chill-
ing effect on teaching and 
learning. Schools must remain 
open to nurturing curiosity, 
discovery and the freedom to 
read.  

There is no “wokeness” 
but there is war on education 
as some want to limit access to 
accuracy, knowledge, critical 

thinking, and truth.  
The First Amendment 

rights of teachers and students 
are violated when access to in-
formation and ideas is viewed 
as a criminal act.  The goals 
and objectives of our educa-
tion system is to advance stu-
dent learning and to develop a 
population of well educated, 
well informed, knowledgeable 
students.  In other words, the 
goal of education should be to 
develop a population of truly 
“woke” people.  That is the 
foundation of a strong democ-
racy.

Ellie  Larmouth
Tower

The most 
dangerous cities

In a recent editorial, the 
editor invites those who sup-
port counties becoming “sanc-
tuaries” against enforcement 
of gun laws to move to a coun-
try with looser or unenforced 
gun laws, but then suggests 
such countries aren’t to be 
found. Apparently, he’s for-
gotten about Somalia, South 
Sudan, Yemen, El Salvador 
and other countries unbur-
dened by the inconvenience of 
enforced gun laws – and con-
sidered among the most dan-
gerous countries in the world. 
Bon voyage! 

Steve Wilson
Isabella MN

COLUMNIST
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 Editorial

The Federal Reserve lacks the ability to fight 
inflationary pressures outside their control

It’s often said that gener-
als are always ready to fight 
the last war, and it seems the 
same applies to the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve when it comes to 
its ongoing battle with infla-
tion. Central bankers are good 
students of history, but that 
doesn’t always provide them 
with a crystal ball, as their lat-
est efforts to reduce inflation 
have demonstrated. 

Interest rates are a blunt, 
and occasionally self-defeat-
ing, approach to taming infla-
tionary pressures, and that’s 
particularly true when many 
of the factors fueling inflation 
are outside the control of such 
economic forces, or don’t ap-
ply given some of the structural 
changes that have occurred in 
the U.S. and global economy.

The impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been 
extraordinary. The world as we 
understood it before COVID is 
gone and is not coming back. 
Major global events invariably 
reshape the world in ways that 
are both profound and unpre-
dictable. COVID is just the lat-
est such event.

COVID contributed to in-
flation in many ways. It prompt-
ed governments to provide un-
precedented levels of financial 
stimulus to ward off some of 
the worst economic effects of 
the pandemic. Life changed in 
a veritable instant for billions 
of people around the world as 
lives turned inward for months 
and many lost jobs or a substan-
tial portion of their incomes. 
Government stimulus was criti-
cal, and it kept the global econ-
omy from falling off a financial 
cliff, but it ran headlong into 
other COVID-related develop-
ments, like supply shortages.

Among its many impacts, 
COVID changed our buying 
habits. We stopped going out 
and instead put money into 
home improvements at a time 
when many of the factories 
that produced the products that 
went into construction materi-
als and home furnishings were 
shuttered, operating with far 
fewer workers, or couldn’t get 
basic materials they needed 
for production. The inevitable 
shortages sent the price of con-
struction materials skyrocket-
ing. 

This was one side of infla-
tion that the Federal Reserve 
could actually address. Higher 
interest rates have slowed new 
home buying and construction 
and the price of building mate-
rials have dropped accordingly. 
Housing prices have dropped as 
well, which may count as a win 
on the inflation front, but that 
doesn’t mean houses are more 
affordable for anyone who has 
to rely on mortgage financing. 
And the construction of fewer 
new houses won’t help address 

the problem of affordability in 
the longer term, either.

Interest rates may be a 
weapon in the fight against in-
flation, but it’s clearly a dou-
ble-edged sword. That’s partic-
ularly true in the aftermath of 
COVID, since supply shortages 
resulting from the pandemic fu-
eled higher prices. In a supply 
and demand system, expand-
ing supply is one way to bring 
down prices for goods, but 
that’s increasingly prohibitive 
given high interest rates. The 
cost of a factory expansion has 
gone up considerably due to the 
Fed’s actions over the past 12 
months. 

What’s more, a number of 
factors behind the rising cost 
of food in the past couple years 
really can’t be addressed by ad-
justments in interest rates. The 
price of eggs and poultry have 
jumped because of the worst 
outbreak of avian flu on record, 
which has devastated many 
poultry and egg producers and 
reduced supply. 

War in Ukraine, long one 
of the world’s bread baskets, 
has pushed the price of many 
grain-dependent products high-
er. Fertilizer costs have jumped 
sharply as well, since Russia 
was a major supplier and is 
now under sanctions. Sanctions 
against Russian oil have kept 
gas prices higher as well. 

At the same time, the im-
pacts of climate change are 
making themselves felt in 
terms of inflation. California’s 
Central Valley, which has long 
grown the bulk of U.S. pro-
duce, has been subjected to ev-
erything from extreme drought 
to unprecedented flooding in 
the past two years. That means 
that head of lettuce or salad 
mix is going to cost you more. 
And there’s nothing interest 
rate adjustments can do about 
that. And don’t expect that sit-
uation to get better in our life-
times. Climate change is going 
to raise the cost of many things 
and we’re only beginning to ex-
perience the implications. 

The bottom line is that 
we need more creative and 
multi-faceted solutions to the 
challenges posed by inflation. 
There’s a role for government 
policymakers here as well, not 
just central bankers, who often 
don’t consider some of the im-
pacts of their decisions on av-
erage people since they don’t 
regularly face voters. 

Unfortunately, effec-
tive action out of Washington 
would take bipartisan agree-
ment, something that seems al-
most impossible right now, giv-
en those currently in charge in 
the House. Which is why we’ll 
probably be dependent on the 
blunt tool of interest rates in the 
fight against inflation for the 
foreseeable future.

Fighting the last war

DAVID
COLBURN

We welcome 
your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timber-
jay.com. 

We ask that let-
ters be limited to 300 
words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

Letters from Readers

See  MARCH...pg. 5
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Reveling in the annual madness of March



 The Stalin 
Wannabe

What more can be 
said of Vladimir Putin, the 
petty dictator with the “lit-
tle man” complex? After 
Russia’s brief dabbling in 
democracy after the fall 
of the Soviet Union, Pu-
tin, the sly former KGB 
bureaucrat, managed to 
consolidate power in 
Russia by bringing under 
his thumb the three main 
power structures there: 1) 
the Russian military, 2) 
the wealthy oligarchs, and 
3) the Russian mafia. And 
in the process, according 
to many sources, made 
himself into one of the 
world’s wealthiest men.

But that wasn’t 
enough. He has repeat-
edly stated his belief that 
the breakup of the Sovi-
et Union was one of the 
worst catastrophes of the 
20th century. Rectifying 
this has become his unstat-

ed mission in life, leading 
to repeated brutalities: 
using chemical weapons 
to put down rebellion in 
Chechnya, absorbing by 
brute force the Ukrainian 
province of Crimea, and 
then his direct invasion of 
Ukraine itself. As the war 
on the ground has gone 
from bad-to-worse for 
Russian forces, he has in-
creasingly resorted to ter-
ror tactics against civilian 
targets, committing uni-
versally recognized war 
crimes on a daily basis. 
As if there had been any 
doubt, the mask has been 
removed, and the whole 
world is now seeing, first-
hand, the true nature of 
this brutal, cowardly lit-
tle man (and to think this 
is the man Donald Trump 
basically groveled in front 
of at Helsinki in 2018). 

The signs have al-
ways been there. Putin 
has always wanted the 
world to see him as a 

strong leader, especially 
one to be feared. Why else 
would he make a point of 
being seen and filmed do-
ing macho things: playing 
hockey, riding horseback 
bare-chested (how pathet-
ic!). He’s always struck 
me as a cowardly little 
man desperate to appear 
manly.

I did some research 
and, as I suspected, Putin 
was never in combat, was 
never even in the military. 
Everyone knows he was 
KGB, the implication be-
ing that he was a spy, do-
ing dangerous, undercov-
er things, when, in fact, 
he was nothing more than 
a rear echelon bureaucrat, 
a sly one to be sure, but a 
bureaucrat, nonetheless.

Still, knowing that 
such a man is in posses-
sion of the world’s second 
largest nuclear arsenal is 
frightening. A commenta-
tor with Foreign Service 
connections to Russia said 

that if Putin were so fool-
ish as to try to use any of 
that arsenal, his generals 
would kill him. As reas-
suring as that sounds, I 
have my doubts. As bad-
ly as his war has gone so 
far, I suspect his gener-
als would’ve killed him 
already if they could’ve 
pulled it off. A cowardly 
paranoid like Putin must 
have unparalleled security 
around him.

With the implic-
it threat of nuclear war 
hanging over all of this, 
it brings to mind the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, but 
with one huge difference: 
in 1962, virtually every 
American understood who 
the enemy was. Now, 60 
years later, partly because 
of Trump’s shameless 
deference to Putin, partly 
because of Putin-admir-
ing disgraces like Tucker 
Carlson on Fox News, so 
many on the far-right have 
deluded themselves into 

thinking that Putin is ac-
tually a good guy, instead 
of the evil monster he re-
ally is, and that Ukrainian 
president Zelensky is 
somehow the evil one 
(?). Even worse, so many 
of Trump’s diehard sup-
porters in Congress, the 
crazies, apparently feel 
the same way, or at least 
are saying so publicly. We 
live in truly scary times.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

Are there least 
two EPAs?

After reading the lat-
est issue of the Timber-
jay, I have come to a new 
understanding. There are 
apparently at least two 
EPAs. 

One, the water qual-
ity group, is composed 
of brilliant scientists and 
incisive managers. They 
never err, and any procla-
mation they make is gos-

pel.
The other EPA, the air 

quality group, is made up 
of second-rate scientists 
and bumbling bureau-
crats, who couldn’t find 
you-know-what with both 
hands.

Of course, an alter-
native view is that each is 
staffed by mere humans, 
subject to all the short-
comings of that species.

What I, a profession-
al skeptic is trying to say, 
is that you should take 
everything with a grain 
of salt, including prom-
ulgations from the EPA, 
whether dealing with 
sulfate levels in water or 
wood stove emissions.

Remember, it’s a BS 
world out there.

Dave Grigal
Roseville
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Letters from Readers

must remember the mo-
ment as well as I do – it 
was priceless.

Another equally 
memorable moment came 
a few years earlier when 
I was playing pick-up 
basketball games at the 
university’s student gym-
nasium. Folks began to 
buzz when Lynette Wood-
ard, star of the women’s 
team and still the all-time 
collegiate scoring leader, 
walked in. My team won 
our game, and Woodard’s 
was up next. We turned 
the ball over and Woodard 
headed down court on a 
fast break, with me being 
the only one between her 
and the goal. I set up in 
perfect position to draw a 
charge, and to this day I 
have no earthly idea how 
she shifted in mid-air and 
glided around me for the 
easy score. She was in-
credible.

That college hoops 
fervor ingrained in my 
soul doesn’t appear to be 
part of the culture here in 
Minnesota, and I must ad-
mit that I miss it a bit. It’s 
understandable, as there’s 
no outstanding record of 
success by the Minnesota 
Gophers to fuel much ex-
citement. Not surprising-
ly, there’s no NCAA office 

pool at the Timberjay, and 
I was the only one there 
looking forward to the 
release of the tournament 
brackets.

But I’ll admit the 
intensity of my inter-
est has somewhat waned 
as money and the era of 
“one-and-done” players 
has taken over the game, 
even for my alma mater, 
whose coach makes over 
$6 million a year telling 
young men dressed in 
skimpy clothes how to 
put a ball through a metal 
hoop. Once upon a time, I 
was Mr. Analytic when it 
came to dissecting bracket 
matchups. I dug into statis-
tics and ratings like I was 
prepping for a big test and 
developed my own formu-
las for picking winners and 
losers. It became clear my 
lust for such analysis had 
dimmed a few years ago 
when I picked my bracket 
using the “which mascot 
would beat the other one 
in a fight” method. I’ll still 
check out the KenPom rat-
ings for a game that looks 
interesting, but I haven’t 
filled out a bracket since 
I moved here three years 
ago.

I looked at KenPom 
after KU won it’s first 
round game last week and 

scored a matchup against 
Arkansas, and wasn’t en-
couraged by what I saw. 
So I was prepped when the 
Razorbacks pulled off the 
upset on Saturday, send-
ing my defending national 
champion Jayhawks home 
without even reaching the 
Sweet 16, and I wasn’t all 
that upset about it.

Instead, I just reveled 
in the competition, and 
the hope that some small 
school underdogs would 
pull off some big upsets. 
Didn’t have to wait long 
to witness the biggest up-
set in tournament history, 
#16 Fairleigh Dickinson 
toppling #1 Purdue. FDU 
only qualified for the tour-
nament because the cham-
pion of their conference 
was ineligible and had to 
play its way in to the field 
of 64. This is the stuff that 
makes the tournament fun, 
when a group of unherald-
ed players puts together 
an out-of-this-world team 
effort to take down one of 
the “big boys.”

And also a sign of my 
changing views is the fact 
that I can eagerly embrace 
the success of KU’s cross-
state rival, Kansas State 
University, in this year’s 
tourney. The Wildcats, 
picked last in the Big 12, 

had an unexpectedly ter-
rific year under new coach 
Jerome Tang, who should 
be a shoo-in for national 
coach of the year honors 
for what he’s done. There 
was a time I loved hating 
on K-State, but obviously 
I’ve mellowed. They’re 
one of the best stories in 
college hoops this year, 
and I love that they’re do-
ing it with a point guard 
who at 5’8” is only an inch 
taller than I am. Another 
underdog scores big story.

I can’t say I’ve ban-
ished all of my rivalry 
demons. I’ll admit I took 
an undue amount of plea-
sure when North Carolina 
failed to qualify for the 
tournament, I was happy 
to see Duke and Kentucky 
exit the tourney, and I’m 
hoping UCLA will do 
likewise. I like claiming to 
be the best of the college 
hoops blue bloods, even 
when that claim is tar-
nished a bit by this year’s 
performance. But the 
spectacle of competition 
at the highest level is still 
something I revel in, and 
March Madness always 
seems to deliver. Rock, 
chalk, Jayhawk!

and long-range weather 
forecasts and compares 
that information against 
similar historical date 
from previous years to 
make its choice. Once the 
choice is made on March 
10, the WLC continues to 
monitor conditions in the 
basin and can modify its 
decision and practices as 
spring approaches.

Drought conditions in 
2020 and 2021 created ab-
normally dry conditions in 
Canada and moderate to 
severe drought in the U.S. 
portions of the watershed, 
with base flow conditions 
in the low to normal range 
in early March of last year. 
The winter had seen above 
average snowfall, with 
snow depths in the 80 to 
95 percentile range. The 
snow water equivalent 
was measured to range 
from four to 5.9 inches. A 
La Niña weather pattern, 
a pattern correlated with 
high water years since 
1970, was forecasted to 
continue through May. 
The long-term weather 
forecast called for a 40 
percent chance of above 
normal temperatures and 
equal chances of low, nor-
mal, or above normal pre-
cipitation.

The Rainy Lake Prop-
erty Owners Association 
wrote a letter to the WLC 
urging caution in its op-
erations, based on multi-
ple factors. The extended 

forecast included night 
temperatures well below 
freezing, which could 
push ice-out for the lakes 
into mid-May, creating 
the possibility of the snow 
melt, and spring rains to 
enter the basin at the same 
time. The association also 
cited area forestry experts 
who indicated higher pre-
cipitation rates typical-
ly follow drought years. 
The letter also noted that 
rain and heavy wet snow 
in November created six 
inches of water that was 
retained in the bush and 
would enter the watershed 
in the spring.

On March 10, the 
WLC determined that 
“current and forecasted 
conditions did not sup-
port the use of the high 
flood risk rule curve at 
this time,” according to 
the report. The middle 
range of the normal rule 
curve would be targeted 
to balance the needs of 
the lakes’ fisheries. The 
WLC met again on March 
31 to review basin condi-
tions and decided to in-
form dam operators Boise 
Cascade and H2O Power 
to continue targeting the 
middle of the rule curve.

Then came more pre-
cipitation.

Snow continued 
to fall across the basin 
through mid-April, add-
ing to the snowpack. As 
temperatures plummeted 

in early April, a “Colora-
do Low” dropped an ad-
ditional 12 to 28 inches 
of snow across the wa-
tershed, with the highest 
amounts accumulating 
over the Namakan sub-ba-
sin, according to the re-
port.

Torrential rains the 
weekend of April 22-23 
were the triggering event 
for the flooding, caus-
ing a rain-on-snow event 
that resulted in an almost 
instant depletion of the 
snowpack, sending tribu-
tary flows soaring to peak 
levels. The flows contin-
ued to be fed by more rain 
through May, with a com-
bined precipitation total 
for April and May of 10.2 
inches, twice as much 
as average and includ-
ing the largest single-day 
precipitation event of the 
year at the end of May. 
The Vermilion River set 
a new peak flow record 
and many other tribu-
taries ranked second or 
third for all-time high 
flows. The long duration 
of these high flows cre-
ated the highest average 
inflows into Namakan and 
Rainy Lakes on record for 
April and May, and the in-
flows April through July 
were the second highest, 
eclipsed by only 1950. 
These inflows were the 
driving force behind the 
flooding, the report con-
cluded.

In response, all logs 
from the sluices of the 
Namakan dams were 
pulled on April 26, and 
the 15 gates of the Inter-
national Falls/Fort Fran-
ces Dam were progres-
sively opened according 
to the outflow from Rainy 
Lake so that all gates were 
open by May 5. As the 
outflow from Rainy Lake 
is constrained by the natu-
ral opening that forms the 
head of the Rainy River, 
going to an All-Gates-
Open position any earlier 
would not have let more 
water pass through the 
dam and lower the lake 
level.

When Namakan Lake 
fell below its prescribed 
All-Gates-Open level on 
June 30, the Rainy Lake 
Property Owners Asso-
ciation sent a request to 
WLC to hold Namakan 
at a steady level to speed 
the decline of Rainy Lake. 
Following a reported dis-
cussion between the WLC 
and Namakan Lake resi-
dents, the WLC received 
a temporary permission 
to target the upper level of 
the 1970 rule curve, which 
remains flat, as opposed to 
following the 2018 rule 
curve, which drops grad-
ually. The shift resulted 
in Namakan Lake being 
approximately five to 15 
centimeters higher than 
it otherwise would have 
been, the report says.

Rainy Lake fell be-
low its All-Gates-Open 
level on July 26, and dam 
outflows were set to tar-
get the middle 50 percent 
of their rule curve bands. 
The lakes returned to their 
standard rule curve levels 
on Aug. 3.

The report also de-
tails the numerous activ-
ities the WLC conducted 
to provide ongoing flood 
information to the public 
and its ongoing commu-
nications with agencies 
involved in the flood re-
sponse. The WLC also 
held two public listening 
sessions in early August to 
hear feedback and answer 
questions.

Feedback from the 
community touched on 
numerous issues. Some 
expressed concern about 
the accuracy of snow data 
across the basin, given 
that information presented 
did not reflect what indi-
viduals observed locally, 
especially in remote areas. 
Several comments related 

to concerns about the tim-
ing of gate openings for 
Rainy Lake. The report 
noted that the term “high 
flood risk rule curve” is 
misleading, as the curve 
is not designed to pre-
vent flooding entirely but 
only to provide modest 
mitigation under minor to 
moderate flood risk sce-
narios. Concern was also 
expressed about the pos-
sible impact of proposed 
changes to the Canadian 
Northern railway bridge at 
the Rainy Lake outlet and 
how it could affect out-
flow, particularly during 
floods. There were also 
calls to help communities 
increase shoreline resil-
iency for future floods.

A public comment 
period on the Draft 2022 
Post Flood Report is open 
through April 3. A PDF 
copy of the report and in-
structions on how to sub-
mit comments to the WLC 
are available at https://
tinyurl.com/3nrrv68e.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 
2:30-5 p.m. Located in 
the back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
April 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first and 
third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Week of March 27 REMEMBERING....

Free community 
meal at Immanuel 
on March 29

TOWER- Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower 
is hosting a free commu-
nity meal on Wednesday, 
March 29 from 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m. (or until the food is 
gone!) This month’s meal 
is a Tater Tot Hotdish. 
Eat-in or take-out meals 
are available. All are wel-
come.

Tower-Soudan-
Embarrass 
Bookmobile 
Schedule

 REGIONAL- The 
Arrowhead Bookmobiles 
will be in the Tower-   
Soudan area on Wednes-
day,  April 5 & 26; May 
17; June 7 & 28.

Stops include: Britt 
(Sand Lake Storage): 
9 - 9:30 a.m.; Bois Forte 
(Boys & Girls Club): 11 
- 11:30  a.m.; Greenwood 
(Town Hall): 12 – 1 p.m.; 
Soudan (Post Office area): 
2:30 - 3:30  p.m.; Tower 
(Civic Center): 3:45 - 4:30 
p.m. ; and Embarrass 
(Hwy 135 & Hwy 21): 5 
– 6 p.m. 

More info online at 
alslib.info/services/book-
mobile. For more infor-
mation on the Bookmobile 
or Mail-A-Book services, 
contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.

FIREWORK DONATIONS
NEEDED

WE NEED YOUR HELP BY APRIL 1!
Donations Needed for the 2023 

Tower-Soudan Fourth of July Fireworks!

The Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion Events Board 
is currently raising funds for this year’s fireworks 

display. Funds need to be in place by April 1 
to get the fireworks ordered. 

The estimated cost is $18,000. 

Please mail your contribution to:
 
 TSLVEB
 PO Box 461
 Tower, MN 55790

Or email the events board at tseventsboard@
gmail.com with the amount you can donate.

TSLVEB is a 501c3, and your contributions
are tax-deductible. 

The events board needs to get the
fireworks order in by April 1.  

TOWER- A memorial cel-
ebration is planned for the late 
Carol Alstrom on Saturday,  
March 25 at the Tower-Soudan 
School. Alstrom spent her entire 
teaching career at Tower-Soudan, 
and was a mentor, coach, teach-
er, and friend to the community 
even after she retired from teach-
ing and coaching. A memorial 
will be unveiled at 1 p.m., with 
a celebration of life at the school 
gym from 2 – 4 p.m.

“The idea for a celebration 
came to fruition because Susan 
Alstrom knew it was important 
to honor her sister’s wish to have 
a party, not a funeral,” said for-
mer Tower-Soudan student Sarah 
Christmas. 

Christmas said Coach 
Alstrom inspired her to “dream 
big,” and was a big factor in her 
success in track and field, includ-
ing making it to the Olympic Tri-
als.

“She helped this girl dream 
big,” she said. “She really cared 
about all of us.”

Alstrom didn’t just care 
about her most talented athletes, 
but cared deeply about almost 
all her students, especially those 
who worked hard at mastering 

new skills. She was a firm be-
liever in “life sports;” teaching 
not just team sports but fitness 
skills that could be used through-
out adulthood. She often became 
lifelong friends with her students 
after they graduated from high 
school, as well as making many 
friends in the community.

A group of former students 
discussed the idea of a perma-
nent memorial, and they settled 
on the idea of a love lock post, 
which they had seen in other ar-
eas. The 10-foot-tall love lock 
post with a granite “under foot” 
memorial marker will be placed 
on the grounds of the former 
Tower-Soudan High School.  The 
metal “love-lock” marker is be-
ing created at Lamppa Manufac-
turing in Tower. 

Friends and family of Carol 
Alstrom, along with community 
members, will be invited to place 
a padlock on the post. The proj-
ect has gotten the go-ahead from 
the city and school district. 

To support the Love Lock 
Memorial Project, a GoFundMe 
has been set up for contributions 
at https://gofund.me/7c475725.

Check donations can also be 
made to:

CB&S Bank
c/o the Celebrate Carol 

Alstrom Memorial Fund
P.O. Box 910, Russellville, 

Ala. 35653

For more information visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/

groups/celebratingcoacha/.

SOUDAN- At last 
week’s annual township 
meeting, Breitung resi-
dents approved raising 
the levy by 5.18-percent, 
$34,000, to a grand total 
of $690,000. The levy 
increase would go to the 
road and bridge account, 
supporting employee 
training and benefits, in-
surance, and roadwork, 
chairman Tim Tomsich 
explained.

“There’s a number of 
things changing through-
out the township in all the 
departments. We can try 
to forecast the price of gas 
and propane, how much 
work we’re going to do 
on water/sewer repair, or 
what the price of main-
tenance parts and supply 
is going to be. We rec-
ommend for the levy to 
concentrate on road and 
bridge because it touch-
es just about every area 
of our township whether 
it’s a gravel road, sewer 
or blacktop- there’s never 
enough work that could 
be done to our roads 
here,” he said.

The only discussion 
came from resident Tony 
Sikora who stood up to 
speak in support of in-
creasing the township’s 
support of the Tower Area 
Ambulance Service. “We 
want this ambulance, it 
helps lots and lots and 
lots of people day in and 
day out,” he said. Tom-
sich concurred that the 

ambulance is vital to our 
community and that the 
township has previously 
voted in support of dou-
bling the ambulance sub-
sidy from $15 to $30. 

With no other com-
ments, Sikora moved to 
support the tax levy in-
crease and Greg Dostert 
seconded the motion, to 
which all the residents 
in attendance agreed.
In 2019 the town’s tax 
levy was relatively low 
at $542,000 when it saw 
a big increase in 2020 to 
$616,000 to support the 
township’s communi-
ty building remodelling 
project. It stayed even 
for one year and jumped 
again in 2022, also to sup-
port the road and bridge 
account. The levy stayed 
even in 2023 and in 2024 
will rise another 5.18-per-
cent.
Emergency services

Police Chief Dan Re-
ing said the department 
had a busy year, not only 
with calls but getting fully 
staffed and compliant af-
ter being disbanded for a 
time. The evidence locker 
and upstairs area of the 
building were cleaned 
and organized. AEDs 
were installed around the 
township and the depart-
ment officers got body 
cameras.

Reing quashed the 
rumor that the department 
gives out a lot of traffic 
tickets, “about 11-percent 
of stops result in tickets,” 
he said. 44 tickets were 
written for 369 stops. 

“The thing I was re-
ally proud of and happy 
to do was our community 
engagement, we did a lot 
of things in the schools. 
That’s something I want 
to continue to do. Our 
goal next year is to dou-
ble our community en-
gagements.” Some things 
they did included going 

to schools, reading to the 
kids, the Tacos with Cops 
fundraiser, CPR classes, 
Finlander Bocce Ball, 
Hockey Day, and 4th of 
July.

He thanked the board 
and the community for 
their support and for 
the opportunity to come 
back, “it’s an honor that 
we serve and we’re happy 
to be here.”

The police depart-
ment completed 1,165 
calls for service including 
369 traffic stops, 78 gen-
eral/nuisance/property 
calls, 68 agency assists, 
58 medical calls, 44 traf-
fic citations, 22 public/
motorists assistance, 20 
ATV complaints, 18 ani-
mal calls, 15 traffic acci-
dents, 15 thefts, 15 wel-
fare checks, 14 arrests, 11 
DWIs, 11 criminal dam-
age to property, investi-
gating seven reports of 
fraud, four assaults, four 
mental health calls, and 
three burglaries.

Fire chief Trevor 
Banks was not in atten-
dance at the meeting, 
but Tomsich reviewed 
the year-end report. The 
Breitung Fire Department 
responded to 22 emergen-
cy calls in 2022, as com-
pared to 34 in 2021. Mu-
tual aid was given to other 
fire departments 14 times 
and received zero times, 
highlighting the impor-
tance of the township’s 
fire department and that 
other communities are 
relying on ours. There are 
19 fire department mem-
bers. Members contribut-
ed 96 hours to the fire de-
partment and community 
events and 200 hours for 
emergency calls.
Chairman’s report

Tomsich detailed 
several projects happen-
ing in Breitung.

 The bike trail from 

Soudan Store to McKin-
ley Park will be complet-
ed by the end of summer 
and funding is in place 
from the DNR, IRRR and 
McKinley Park revenue. 

 Funding from the 
IRRR and CDBG will 
help fund infrastructure 
project, Spring Rd. will 
receive blacktop, Poplar 
St. will have sewer work 
done, and a section of 
Church St. will be redone.

 A new dump truck 
was delivered in 2022 
after a long delay after 
purchasing, funded by the 
township’s equipment re-
placement fund.

 Extensive im-
provements were made at 
the skating rink including 
new lighting, new dasher 
boards on half of the rink, 
and the rink size was re-
duced. McKinley Park 
got new dock decking and 
electrical work. Funding 
came from IRRR and St. 
Louis County. 

 Benches were in-
stalled, crosswalks were 
painted on key intersec-
tions, and new traffic 
signs were installed with 
funding from the IRRR 
Streetscapes grant.

 Stuntz Bay Road 
has had funding approved 
by the DNR for upgrades, 
specifications are under 
review. 

 Additional grant 
funding is under review 
for other projects includ-
ing further improvements 
to McKinley Park, the 
recreation area, water/
sewer and road work.

Other news
 McKinley Park 

Campground revenue 
was up by $1,200.  

  The people were 
in support of updating the 
township facility rental 
agreement to allow fund-
raisers or sale events with 
special board approval 

and an additional fee. 
  The people were 

in support of changing the 
annual animal license to a 
lifetime license. 

 There was major-
ity support for trading 
a vacant lot on 4th St. 
owned by the township 
with a small triangle of 
land between Hwy. 169 
and the township grav-
el pit, owned by Wayne 
Kultala. The swap will al-
low the township to move 
Thompson Farm Road, 
allow a DNR ATV trail to 
go through the area, and 
the township’s gravel pit 
will have room to expand.

Not all residents were 
in support, Sikora felt that 
the DNR was benefitting 
from the swap with no 
return compensation for 
Breitung and so voted 
against the swap.

 The people were 
in support of being an of-
ficial sponsor of Old Set-
tlers, at the request of the 
Old Settlers organization 
for insurance reasons.

  Residents were 
in support of offering 
assistance to the follow-
ing organizations/events: 
Fourth of July $2,000 
plus in-kind labor, Big 
Truck Night $300 plus 
in-kind labor, Old Settlers 
$200 plus in-kind labor, 
Tower Cemetery $3,273, 
Joint Powers Recreation 
Board $300, Mesabi Bike 
Tour in-kind, and $500 to 
the Tower-Soudan Histor-
ical Society.

 Residents heard a 
presentation from Tana 
Johnson of the Embarrass 
Region Fair Association. 
Johnson asked for the 
support of the township 
and its residents in the 
form of monetary dona-
tions or volunteer service. 
The residents voiced their 
support and enjoyment of 
the fair and were in sup-
port of a donation of $300 
from the township.

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETINGS

Breitung residents approve 5% levy increase

Eagles Nest 
residents approve 
$222,000 levy

EAGLES NEST 
TWP- At their annual 
meeting on March 14, 
Eagles Nest residents ap-
proved a 2024 $222,000 
levy, which was $500 less 
than this year’s levy.

Andy Urban was the 
meeting moderator. There 
were a total of 19 attend-
ees at the meeting, which 
included all five super-
visors, the clerk, and the 
treasurer.

Supervisors gave re-

ports from their areas of 
responsibility: Supervi-
sor Richard Floyd gave a 
roads report, Supervisor 
Kurt Soderberg gave a 
report on lands, website 
and broadband., Supervi-
sor Frank Sherman gave 
a report on the fire de-
partment, emergency pre-
paredness and water, Su-
pervisor Dave Chiabotti 
gave a report on buildings 
and grounds, and Supervi-
sor Jackie Monahan-Junek 
introduced herself and re-
ported her responsibility 
will be legislative liaison 

representing the township.
A representative from 

the Embarrass Regional 
Fair/Timber Hall spoke to 
the group about looking 
for volunteers and mone-
tary donations to support 
the use of events at the 
Timber Hall and the Em-
barrass Fair.

Resident Elizabeth 
Urban asked if someone 
on the board could be in 
charge of looking after 
the town hall kitchen. Su-
pervisor Dave Chiabotti 
will continue to look after 
the kitchen as part of his 

building and grounds du-
ties. 

Andy Urban thanked 
the supervisors for their 
hard work and service to 
the public. 

 
Kugler Township

KUGLER TWP- Res-
idents in Kugler Township 
did not set a levy at their 
March 14 meeting, and 
have continued the annu-
al meeting until later this 
year, as they have done in 
past years.

Community invited to celebrate the life of Coach Alstrom on Saturday

Former student Sarah Christmas on one of her visits with 
Carol Alstrom. submitted



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 
pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries

Breathing Out
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Grand Ely 
Lodge. Participants have 
an opportunity to order 
lunch. For those interest-
ed in being a host, or who 
have a speaker sugges-
tion, contact Lacey Squier 
by email at            ElyTues-
dayGroup@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

March 28: Treaty 
Promises & Indigenous 
Health Care with Linda 
Olson Bergum, M.D.

April 4: Emergency 
Response for Heritage 
Preservation with Jess 
Edberg

April 11: U.S. Forest 
Service Beaver Program 
with Joel  (“Henny”) 
Jungemann

In Brief

by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

more snow than ever
trails through to destinations 

March in the Northland

Ely Area Food Shelf 
ELY- The Ely Area 

Food Shelf will hold a 
food drive for non-per-
ishable items on Satur-
day, March 25. The food 
shelf asks that the public 
contribute non-perishable 
food from 10 a.m. to noon 
at 15 W. Conan St.

Ely Public Library
ELY- The Ely Library 

Spice Club spice for April 
will be dill.

A new Kahoot for 
adults will start on March 
31 at 3 p.m. and end on 
April 3 at 8 a.m. The sub-
ject of this Kahoot online 
trivia game will be the first 
three books in the Molly 
Murphy series by Rhys 
Bowen. Please register in 
advance since the library 
will need an email address 

for each person who wish-
es to play to send the link 
to the game. 

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

Ely Folk School
ELY- The folk school 

will hold a “Paint Tech-
niques for Acrylic Paint-
ers, on Thursday, March 
30, from 1-4 p.m. at the 
Ely Folk School location 
at 209 E. Sherman St. Em-
phasis will be on different 
painting tools to create 
unique textures. The in-
structor is local artist Ce-
cilia Rolando.

A complete class 
schedule, registration and 
tuition/fee information are 
linked off the “learn” tab 
at elyfolkschool.com

Little Shop of 
Horrors 

Ely- The Northern 
Lakes Arts Association 
will present the musical 

“Little Shop of Horrors” 
at the Vermilion Fine Arts 
Theater at the Vermilion 
Campus of Minnesota 
College North, 1900 E. 
Camp St., at 7 p.m., on 
March 23-25, March 30-
31, and April 1, and at 2 
p.m. on March 26. Tickets 
range from $10-$22. The 
March 30 production is a 
“pay what you can” per-
formance.

You can use the QR 
code on the Little Shop of 
Horrors ad in this edition 
of the Timberjay to pur-
chase tickets. 

Ely Senior Center
ELY- The Ely Senior 

Center will hold an Easter 
Bonnet Parade – not just 
for seniors, but no pets 
please. Bonnets must be 
homemade. Winning bon-
nets will receive prizes. 
Coffee and dessert will 
be served at the event, at 
the senior center, 27 S. 1st 
Ave. E., from 1-3 p.m. on 
April 1.

Gardner Humanities 
Trust

ELY- The Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust 
will accept applications 
for its 2023 spring grant 
round with a deadline of 
midnight, Wednesday, 
March 29. Apply through 
the internet grant portal at 
gardnertrust.org. 

Upcoming 
Events

       ELY AREA ARTS

Support groups

Art show by Ely High School student

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Joe Baltich (left) and Lauren Rehbein (right) in 
front of a display of her artwork at the NLAA art 
show of her work at Ely’s Historic State Theater. 
photo by C. Clark

ELY- The latest 
Northern Lakes Arts Asso-
ciation (NLAA) show fea-
tures the works in several 
different mediums by Ely-
ite Lauren Rehbein. Not 
only is the art remarkable, 
but so is the artist. Reh-
bein is a 16-year-old Ely 
Memorial High School 
sophomore whose works 
competed with profession-
als for a spot in the NLAA 
art show series.

Rehbein’s two-week 
show is entitled “Melt-
ing Away Winter,” which 
ends on March 26. Her 
works in her show include 
acrylics, watercolors, pen-
cils and linoleum prints. 
Many of her pieces on 

display at Ely’s Historic 
State Theater use eye-pop-
ping bright colors with a 
mix of still life and more 
abstract graphic-arts-style 
arrangements of wildlife, 
plants, pets, and everyday 

objects. The NLAA hosted 
a well-attended reception 

for Rehbein on the eve-
ning of March 18, which 
at one point filled the cor-
ner lobby of the theater.

Rehbein said she’s 
been doing art “my whole 
life.” When she was 13, 
she mentored for a year 
with local professional 
artist, Joe Baltich, who 
has two studios in Ely. 
She has been encouraged 
by both her family and by 
Kelly Chick, the K-12 art 
teacher for the Ely School 
District. Rehbein said she 
planned to study art or art 
history after high school.

“Ms. Chick told me 
about the shows and 
prompted me to apply,” 
Rehbein said at the recep-
tion. “I was super excited 
to get in. It was like ‘Oh 
my gosh!’”

An interesting display on a vehicle parked in 
downtown Ely on March 18. photo by C. Clark

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Lauren Rehbein

Serving up fish at St. Anthony’s. From left-to-right: John 
Lekatz, Wade Srock, and Greg Hutar. photo by C. Clark

Dancers left reeling and St. Anthony’s gets fried

The Ely Folk School St. Patrick’s Day Dance packed the Ely 
Senior Center on Saturday evening. photo by C. Clark

ELY - The third weekend in March was notable for multiple events. 
The weekend  Knights of Columbus are serving up fried fish every Fri-
day evening in March from 5 p.m. until they lox things up at 7 p.m., 
in the dining room downstairs (entrance on 3rd St.). The fish aren’t 
lent; diners must buy them: adults $13, kids $9. The Timberjay spotted 
two Ely City Council memebers when we dropped by last Friday. We 
assume they were there for the good of their soles. We asked them 

for comment but Council member Angela Campbell clammed up and 
Council member Jerome Debeltz looked like he just about haddock. 
Saturday was busy with the Ely Fun Run, the NLAA art reception, and 
the ever popular annual St. Patrick’s Day Irish Dance, sponsored by 
the Ely Folk School. This year’s event once again packed the Ely Se-
nior Center where the dance held. Music, dance instruction, and dance 
calling was provided by the four-person “Friends on the Range.” 

ELY- The Ely Fun Run un-
derscored a phenomenon that 
many non-runners have suspected 
for decades: long-distance run-
ners may need mental health in-
terventions. Incurable insanity is 
certainly one explanation for why 
six runners and their supporters 
arrived on the Trezona Trail on 
Saturday, before 9 a.m., in a brisk 
breeze and a temperature of 7 de-
grees F for a run in the snow.

The fun run was only one 
of the several March 18 events 
hosted by the Ely Marathon. The 
run was followed by a scavenger 
hunt through several businesses 
downtown. The day was capped 
by three events at the Grand Ely 

Lodge: a canoe portage demon-
stration, a talk by well-known 
Minnesota-based marathoner 
Dick Beardsley, and a pasta din-
ner.

“Twenty signed up for the fun 
run,” said Wendy Lindsay, who is 
the race director of the Ely Mar-
athon, the organization that coor-
dinated the fun run. Lindsay was 
there to start the event, distribute 
warm hats and energy gel packets, 
and hand out scavenger hunt di-
rections. “Forty signed up for the 
scavenger hunt.”

Both the fun run and the Ely 
Marathon in the fall are sponsored 
by Sherpa, a start-up which of-
fers an app for runners and oth-
er everyday athletes to book an 
on-demand fully vetted “sherpa” 
training partner.  The founder of 
Sherpa, Dane Rauschenberg, was 

one of the runners present on Sat-
urday. 

 “We started (our sponsor-
ship) last year. I had run the race 
previously and really loved the 
town, said Rauschenberg. “We 

sponsored the marathon because 
we wanted people to know what a 
gem of a town we have up here in 
northern Minnesota.”

Runners are crazy
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Six runners line up seconds from starting the Ely Fun Run 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, March 18. From left-to-right: Dane 
Rauschenberg, Dick Beardsley, Jo Holen, Wayne Marshall, 
Wanda Marshall, and Lisa Ledman. photo by C. Clark

ST. PAUL- Bethel 
University in St. Paul an-
nounced on March 21 that 
Rosalie Penke of Ely was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2022 semes-
ter. The Dean’s List hon-
ors students who achieve 
an outstanding scholastic 
record during a semester 
with a grade point average 
of 3.6 or greater.

Dean’s List
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Council moves forward with blight ordinance
Snow dampens attendance at required public forum last Thursday

BUYCK- People 
choosing to patronize any 
of four eating and drink-
ing establishments in the 
vicinity of Buyck can en-
joy their time there with 
a little extra confidence 
that should the unthink-
able happen, a cardiac ar-
rest, help is only an arm’s 
reach away.

Myrtle Lake Resort, 
Trails End Resort, Echo 
Trail Tavern and the Ver-
milion River Tavern, 
known to most as simply 
the VRT, have partnered 
with the Buyck Volunteer 
Fire Department to install 
automated external de-
fibrillators (AEDs) at their 
businesses that can deliver 
an electrical shock to help 
the heart re-establish an 
effective beating rhythm.

Department Chief 
Kathy Weiand said that 
the department conduct-
ed numerous fundraisers 
and received donations 
to collect money to pay 
for the AEDs, which run 
about $3,600 each. The 

department wanted busi-
nesses with large numbers 
of customers to have them 
because in the event of 
a heart attack, response 
time is critical to a favor-
able outcome. Having a 
defibrillator on-site with 
someone trained in its use 
is clearly more immediate 
than waiting for medical 
first responders to arrive.

“Studies have shown 
that if an AED and CPR 
are initiated in the first six 
minutes that someone has 
a cardiac arrest they have 
a 74 percent chance for re-
covery,” she said. “Every 
minute of delay decreas-
es chances of survival by 
10 percent. This is what 
drove us to get a plan go-
ing.”

The first phase was 
to offer CPR and AED 
training to the business-
es and their employees at 
no cost. Then the depart-
ment needed to purchase 
the AEDs. For that, they 
worked with Advanced 
First Aid Inc. out of Min-

neapolis to set up afford-
able Lifepack CR Plus 
fully-automated AED 
kits, which have been 
placed in highly visible, 
easily accessible metal 
cabinets with signs and 
how-to posters, so even 
those unfamiliar with the 
units could possibly use 
them if a trained employee 
isn’t present. The monitor 
incorporated in the Life-
pack is designed to know 
when to shock a heart, 
taking guesswork out of 
the equation. As it is fully 
automatic, the unit deliv-
ers the shock without the 
need to press any buttons, 
and can increase the pow-
er for additional shocks if 
previous levels were un-
successful in establishing 
a regular rhythm.

This spring and sum-
mer, free CPR/AED class-
es will be offered to the 
public, Weiand said.

“The more that know, 
the greater chance of a life 
being saved,” she said.

And the department 

has more plans to become 
better equipped to meet 
the needs of cardiac arrest 
patients. Weiand said they 
are working on a grant that 
would allow them to pur-
chase a LUCAS device, a 
mechanical substitute for 
a human delivering CPR 
that provides consistent 
and uninterrupted auto-
matic chest compressions.

“It’s portable and we 
would be able to carry it in 
our rescue truck as well as 
our rescue sled,” Weiand 
said.

The department also 
intends to get additional 
AEDs for its first respond-
ers to better equip them, 
Weiand said.

“We would like to 
thank the generosity of 
the Buyck community 
and supporters who allow 
us to set plans like this 
in motion,” she said, “as 
well as the EMS members 
of the fire department who 
worked to put all of this 
together.”

COOK- What if you 
threw a party and no one 
showed? Would you still 
have the party?

That’s similar to the 
situation the Cook City 
Council found itself in last 
week with a public meet-
ing they had scheduled for 
people to provide input 
about the city’s proposed 
new blight ordinance. 
Heavy snow falling in 
the runup to the 5:30 p.m. 
meeting Thursday may 
have kept some away 
who’d indicated an inter-
est in attending.

“We did have one res-
ident that said they were 
going to be here, but un-
fortunately we can’t help 
the weather,” City Admin-
istrator Theresa Martinson 
said. “It was posted and it 
was also published.”

But public meetings 
must go on as scheduled, 
and there was a bit of a 
celebratory air to the ses-
sion as the council crossed 
off another step in the 
months-long effort to craft 
a new blight ordinance 
that, unlike its predeces-
sor, is clear and enforce-

able.
“The blight commit-

tee was formed some time 
ago and did a great job and 
a lot of work on the blight 
ordinance,” Martinson 
said. “It originally start-
ed with some comments 
from our city attorney 
who stated that he felt we 
should have more teeth in 
the ordinance so we could 
enforce it better. 

The committee 
worked with samples of 
blight ordinances from 
other communities to help 
craft the one for Cook, 
and the draft went through 
extensive legal review be-
fore being presented to the 
full council and then to the 
community.

The ordinance will 
become effective 45 days 
after a summary of the 
council-approved ordi-
nance is published in the 
city’s legal newspaper, 
and a summary of the en-
forcement provisions is 
presented here from the 
copy provided at the pub-
lic meeting.

City maintenance su-
pervisor Tim Lilya will 
serve as the designated 
enforcement officer spec-
ified in the ordinance. He 

will have the authority 
to issue a compliance or-
der to anyone with blight 
conditions on their prop-
erty as described in the 
ordinance. That order will 
provide a minimum of 
ten days and a maximum 
of 30 days to bring the 
property into compliance, 
although the enforcement 
officer will have the dis-
cretion to grant additional 
time if warranted.

The person served 
with the compliance or-
der may request a hear-
ing with the city council. 
If the council finds that a 
violation did occur, the 
council has multiple op-
tions depending on the 
circumstances.

If it is a parking viola-
tion, a fine of $15 will be 
assessed that will double 
to $30 if the fine is unpaid 
within 10 days of being 
imposed and will double 
every 30 days thereafter.

For all other viola-
tions, each week that a 
person continues in viola-
tion of the ordinance con-
stitutes a separate offense 
and will be fined $100 per 
week.

The city also has the 
authority to cut and re-

move weeds and grasses, 
or remove garbage, re-
fuse, or any other accu-
mulated materials at the 
expense of the owner and 
occupant. If the charges 
for the work are not paid, 
the amount will be applied 
against the property as a 
special assessment.

Finally, the city may 
also elect to seek prose-
cution as misdemeanor 
for any offense under the 
ordinance.

The ordinance also 
provides extensive de-
scriptions of what consti-
tutes a blighted condition 
subject to the ordinance.

The council deter-
mined that priority for ad-
dressing complaints under 
the new ordinance would 
be given to written com-
plaints already received 
and filed with the city 
under the old blight ordi-
nance.

Councilor Liza Root 
suggested the possibility 
of having the city host a 
cleanup day in conjunc-
tion with the launch of the 
new ordinance as a way 
to promote civic engage-
ment and betterment of 
the community. The re-
sponse from the council 

was generally favorable, 
and included a suggestion 
that such a day be held af-
ter Timber Days to help 
with the cleanup from 
that community event. As 
this was a public meeting 
called for the blight ordi-
nance, no action could be 
taken on the suggestion.

“I think that would be 
a great kickoff showing 
the community that we 
want to take a positive ap-
proach,” Martinson said.
Special meeting

Immediately prior 
to the public meeting for 
the blight ordinance, the 
council convened a sched-
uled special meeting for 
addressing several issues 
for the fire department and 
one for the airport.

The council approved 
an increase in the per capi-
ta rate assessed for provid-
ing fire protection services 
from $20 to $40 that will 
generate much needed 
funds to go toward need-
ed equipment. The new 
rate is projected to bring 
in $147,820 total for the 
department.

The council also ap-
proved the purchase of 
ten SCBA (Self-Con-
tained Breathing Appara-

tus) units for the depart-
ment for a total cost of 
$109,547.41. The units 
will provide for greater 
safety for firefighters in 
situations where breathing 
assistance is necessary to 
effectively battle a fire.

Revisions to the de-
parment’s bylaws that 
clearly define the param-
eters for return to service 
after separation from the 
department and how years 
of prior and future service 
apply to qualify for pen-
sion coverage were also 
approved.

Coucilors discussed 
with airport manager 
Doug McDuff the need 
to install electric power 
for the new taxiway lights 
and future hangars to be 
built alongside it. Reser-
vations already exist for 
the planned 11 lots where 
hangars will be built, and 
six additional hangars 
could also be accommo-
dated. The extension of 
power to the taxiway and 
hangars is not eligible for 
federal funding, unlike 
many other capital proj-
ects at the airport. The 
council gave its approval 
to approach the IRRRB 
for funding for the project.

Vote in NWFA photo 
contest by March 31

COOK- There’s only a 
week left to go to the North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery in Cook to vote in 
NWFA’s annual photo contest. 
This year’s edition, “Winter 
Wonderland,” has 114 photos 
on display that can be viewed 
and voted on during the gal-
lery’s open hours of 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays 
and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on Satur-
days at 210 S. River St. Vote 
by Friday, March 31.and at-
tend the reception at 5:30 that 
day to see who won.

Buyck Fire Deparment buys AEDs for businesses

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Top right: Brian and Jeanne Sorensen of Trails 
End Resort received one of the new AEDs. 
Here, Jeanne takes a look at the unit with 
Buyck Fire Chief Kathy Weiand.

Middle left: The attractive remodeling at the 
VRT now includes a highly visible AED case, 
as displayed by Nikki Johnson and Chief 
Weiand. VRT owner Paul Schlomka has been a 
longtime supporter of Buyck Fire Department.

Middle right: After their first full summer sea-
son as owners of Myrtle Lake Resort, Abi 
and Danny Malecha, are happy to have the 
chance to provide their guests with access to 
a life-saving AED.

Left: Clint Diefenthaler of Echo Trail Tavern 
turned over the photo opportunity to Mikki 
Diederich and 2-mo.-old Riley.  

COOK CITY COUNCIL
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VNP Superintendent Bob 
DeGross, who delegated 
the response to Chief Law 
Enforcement Ranger Josh 
Wentz. Wentz declined to 
answer any questions and 
referred all inquiries to the 
Minnesota U.S. Attorney’s 
Office arguing that, “the 
ongoing and active crimi-
nal investigation has been 
turned over to that office.”

Two subsequent emails 
to the U.S. Attorney’s office 
went unanswered, and on 
Aug. 4 the Timberjay filed 
a Freedom of Information 
Act request with the 
Department of Interior 
and National Park Service 
for “Any incident report, 
Park Service required use of 
force report, body camera 
footage, electronic commu-
nications, citations issued, 
and any other official 
documentation regarding 
an incident at Voyageurs 
National Park in which 
a taser was discharged 
against an individual(s) by 
VNP-NPS law enforcement 
personnel.” Seven and a 
half months later, the Park 
Service has failed to act on 
any portion of that FOIA 
request.
NPS policy violation

Since that time, Park 
Service officials have used 
various smokescreens to 
dodge the Timberjay’s 
questions, although the 
Park Service has not found 
such things to be obstacles 
to reporting out detailed 
incident information and 
body camera footage 
from past incidents at 
other parks around the 
country. The Park Service’s 
initial dodge, that the case 
remained under investiga-
tion, became inoperative 
in December after citations 
issued against Ebel were 
resolved, mostly dismissed.

Park Service policy 
specifies that the names 
of those involved in a 
law enforcement inci-
dent, the circumstances 
pertaining to the incident, 
arrest warrants and the 
time and place of arrest, 
whether weapons were 

used, charging documents, 
criminal complaints, indict-
ments, violation notices, 
and the names of arresting 
officers is all information 
that is releasable to the 
press. Yet park officials 
have repeatedly declined 
to provide any such infor-
mation in response to the 
Timberjay’s requests.
Regional office 
response

The  newspaper ’s 
latest round of inquiries 
was initiated in February. 
The Timberjay was able 
to obtain probable cause 
statements for the citations 
written by one of the VNP 
rangers involved in the 
incident from a different 
federal agency. Provided 
with copies of the probable 
cause statements and a list 
of related questions via a 
Feb. 6 email, Wentz again 
declined to provide any 
answers, indicating that he 
would have to ask the Park 
Service’s regional office 
in Omaha, “what level of 
information we can give 
out.”

With no subsequent 
answers forthcoming from 
Wentz, Timberjay Publisher 
Marshall Helmberger took 
the case for answers direct-
ly to Park Service Regional 
Director Herbert “Bert” 
Frost. Given the past unre-
sponsiveness of VNP offi-
cials and Wentz’s expressed 
need to get permission from 
the regional office to release 
information, Helmberger 
pointedly asked Frost in a 
Mar. 1 email if his office 
had issued a “gag order 
of any kind regarding the 
release of information 
surrounding the June 25 
tasing of Justin Ebel” and 
asked for an explanation of 
the unwillingness of VNP 
officials to respond to the 
newspaper’s inquiries.

Frost did not reply until 
March 10.

“I want to be unequiv-
ocally clear, there is abso-
lutely no ‘gag order’ in 
place,” Frost said. “I know 
the park is fully committed 
to communicating with the 

local community and others 
interested in the June 2022 
law enforcement.”

F r o s t  n o t e d  t h e 
Timberjay’s outstanding 
FOIA request as he skirted 
other questions posed 
by Helmberger, includ-
ing whether the rangers 
involved in the Ebel inci-
dent were under any kind 
of investigation or suspen-
sion. Helmberger immedi-
ately responded, disputing 
Frost’s claim that park 
officials were committed 
to communicating.

“ O t h e r  t h a n 
Superintendent DeGross’s 
acknowledgement of the 
dates of employ of the 
two officers involved, the 
National Park Service has 
provided nothing mean-
ingful in response to our 
questions for the past nearly 
eight months,” Helmberger 
said. “I completely reject 
the notion implied by 
Superintendent DeGross 
that because we have made 
a FOIA request for certain 
data, that the NPS cannot 
respond to basic questions, 
such as the rationale for the 
boarding of Mr. Ebel’s boat 
and his subsequent tasing. 
He is fully aware that we 
have asked that question 
numerous times, in writing, 
and have yet to receive any 
response.”

Frost’s response was 
more of the same.

“The information 
requested by the Timberjay 
is being reviewed as part of 
your paper’s FOIA request. 
As I’ve mentioned, the 
FOIA is currently being 
processed by the NPS FOIA 
office,” he said. “Until all 
reviews are complete, we 
are unable to provide addi-
tional information.”

Helmberger respond-
ed, calling Frost’s actions 
“arbitrary.” 

Helmberger contin-
ued: “You say you are 
‘unable to provide addition-
al information’ but that is 
misstated. You are ‘unwill-
ing’ to provide additional 
information since there is 
no legal basis blocking your 
response. And by instruct-

ing VNP officials not to 
respond to our questions, 
you are acknowledging 
what is, in effect, a gag 
order.”

G i v e n  t h e  P a r k 
Service’s unwillingness 
to provide basic facts sur-
rounding the incident, the 
Timberjay has included 
top federal elected offi-
cials, including Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, Sen. Tina Smith, 
and Rep. Pete Stauber in its 
correspondence with the 
Park Service, to no obvious 
effect. Smith’s office did 
apparently reach out to 
Superintendent DeGross, 
who appears to have 
assuaged the senator’s 
representative with an 
explanation of the park’s 
“communications plan” 
and a reiteration of his 
office’s commitment to full 
communication with the 
local community. That rep-
resentation of the situation 
has been challenged repeat-
edly by the Timberjay. 
FOIA backlog

There is little reason 
to expect a response to the 
Timberjay’s FOIA request 
anytime soon. Federal 
records reviewed by the 
Timberjay reveal that the 
Park Service has, by far, 
the largest backlog of 
unfulfilled FOIA requests 
of any agency within the 
Department of the Interior. 

According to a report 
generated on the FOIA 
Online website by the 
Timberjay, the Park Service 
already had 1,508 unfulfilled 
FOIA requests pending on 
the day the Timberjay sub-
mitted its request, and has 
received 1,283 additional 
requests since then, as 
of this week. An internal 
DOI report obtained by the 
Timberjay acknowledged 
that “The Department’s 
overall backlog increased 
in FY 2022, in part due to 
an approximate 12 percent 
increase in the number of 
FOIA requests received 
by the NPS FOIA office 
as compared to FY 2021, 
resulting in the largest 
number of requests ever 

received by NPS.”
Much of that increase 

was fueled by an increas-
ing number of information 
requests that stem from law 
enforcement incidents.

The Timberjay request-
ed expedited processing of 
its request due to the timely 
news value associated with 
the Ebel incident and exist-
ing public concern over law 
enforcement practices at 
VNP, but the Park Service 
denied that request. The 
Park Service originally 
projected it would have the 
Timberjay’s FOIA request 
processed by Sept. 1, 2022, 
but it has failed to provide 
any response to the request 
as of seven months later. 

Because of the extent 
of the Timberjay’s request 
for documents, it likely 
falls in the category of 
“complex” requests. DOI’s 
annual FOIA report for FY 
2022 indicates that it took 
the Park Service an average 
of 272.82 days to process 
such requests in which 
information was granted.

But the department 
also has a list of exemp-
tions it can apply to deny 
requests, something the 
Park Service did nearly 
900 times in FY 2022. It is 
unknown what exemptions, 
if any, may be applied to the 
Timberjay’s FOIA request, 
although it’s notable that 

multiple FOIA requests for 
body camera footage of law 
enforcement encounters 
have been denied by Park 
Service.

The Timberjay did 
receive some information 
about its FOIA request 
in February. After learn-
ing that Park Service law 
enforcement procedures 
allow body camera footage 
to be deleted after six 
months, the Timberjay filed 
a second FOIA request 
specifically for that footage 
to ensure that it was being 
preserved. That filing gen-
erated a response from 
Erica Beckett with the Park 
Service’s FOIA Office.

“Please be advised 
the requested records are 
not in danger of being 
destroyed,” Beckett wrote. 
“The responsive records 
pertaining to your previ-
ous request are currently 
under final review with the 
Department of the Interior’s 
Office of the Solicitor 
(SOL). We hope to have a 
final response to you very 
soon.”

The Office of the 
Solicitor is the depart-
ment’s legal division and 
could be presumed to be 
considering what laws and 
regulations pertain to the 
information requested by 
the Timberjay.

buying an edible cannabi-
noid and consuming it at 
the business where it was 
purchased. Off-sale is the 
purchase of one of these 
products for consumption 
elsewhere.

The ad hoc committee 
was set up at the Feb. 21 
city council meeting and 
included council members 
Angela Campbell and 
Jerome Debeltz, as well as 
the mayor and members of 
the Ely Police Department.

City attorney Kelly 
Klun explained that the ad 
hoc committee decided that 
prohibiting on-sale pur-
chases was “too restrictive” 
given the number of restau-

rants that have inquired 
about selling Minnesota-
legal cannabinoid bev-
erages. As a result, the 
proposed ordinance con-
tains a restrictive provision 
to allow restaurants, clubs, 
hotels, bowling centers, and 
congressionally chartered 
veterans’ organizations to 
sell edible cannabinoids 
for consumption on their 
premises to “members and 
bona fide guests.”

For both the on-sale 
and off-sale licenses, each 
application to sell within 
Ely will be considered 
before the city council for 
approval. 

The prohibitions
The proposed ordi-

nance prohibits the issuing 
of any license to a business 
which is “on a lot immedi-
ately adjacent to a lot upon 
which there is any public 
school or church structure.”

A lot across a street 
or across an alley from a 
public school or church is 
not defined as immediately 
adjacent. The ordinance 
does not have any prohibi-
tions regarding businesses 
next door to private schools 
and private pre-schools and 
childcare facilities. 

In a provision that par-
allels laws about alcohol, 
possession of an opened 

edible cannabinoid prod-
ucts package or container is 
not allowed by a pedestrian 
“on public property,” in a 
public park, or on a street or 
highway. An opened con-
tainer or package is also not 
allowed while operating or 
riding in a private vehicle.

Licenses to sell edible 
cannabinoids will be issued 
only to those 21 or older. 
Employees at businesses 
with licenses must be at 
least 18 in order to sell the 
products. A business must 
display its license to sell 
edible cannabinoids where 
the public can see it.

Businesses cannot sell 
any cannabinoid products 

to anyone under 21. The 
products must be kept 
behind a counter or bar 
accessible only to employ-
ees. Edible cannabinoids 
cannot be sold in Ely from 
a vending machine.

There are provisions in 
the ordinance for the police 
department to use decoys 
between the ages of 17 and 
20 to attempt to buy edible 
cannabinoids as part of its 
powers to inspect busi-
nesses and determine their 
compliance to the city’s 
cannabinoid regulations. 
The ordinance also states 
that consent to inspection 
by the police “without a 
warrant for searches and 

seizures” is a condition of 
receiving a cannabinoid 
license in the city.

The city council desig-
nated itself as the “hearing 
officer” for the purpose of 
determining of a business 
has violated the ordinance. 
The fines for violations 
range from $300 to $2,000. 
Violations will also result 
in either temporary or 
permanent revocation of 
a cannabinoid license, 
depending on whether the 
offense is a first or repeated 
violation.

ELY— Minnesota native 
and long-time Ely area resident 
Jim Brandenburg has received 
no shortage of top awards in his 
more than half a century as a 
photographer. But the Lifetime 
Achievement Award presented 
to Brandenburg by National 
Geographic’s Photo Society 
earlier this year is probably the 
most prestigious. 

Only five other individuals 
have ever received the coveted 
honor, which is determined by the  
members of the Photo Society, 
an organization comprised of the 
approximately 200 photographers 
who have produced major assign-
ments for National Geographic. 

“I have been so very fortunate 
over the years to have received 
some precious and treasured 
awards around the world, but this 
one is unique for me because it 

is from my peers - some of the 
finest photographic talent in the 
world,” said Brandenburg in a 
statement issued this past week. 
The award was presented in late 
January, but Brandenburg was 
unable to attend the ceremony 

due to other commitments. 
Brandenburg’s photography 

career began at an early age in 
his hometown of Luverne, in 
far southwestern Minnesota, 
where he developed an eye for 
capturing the beauty of open 
spaces. He began working for 
National Geographic almost 
50 years ago, helping produce 
a television production, called 
“Strange Creatures of the Night,” 
which aired on CBS during 
primetime in the pre-cable era. 
He began working as one of the 
magazine’s photographers in 
1978 after that and shot more 
than 20 major assignments during 
his years there. His work ranged 
from portrayals of the tallgrass 
prairies to the high Arctic, to 
Africa. His stunning portrayal 
of Arctic wolves on Ellesmere 
Island, published in two separate 
articles in 1987 and 1988, won 
him the fame that has followed 
him ever since. While his work 

took him around the world in his 
early years with the magazine, he 
remained closer to home in more 
recent times, focusing his lens on 
the landscape he had come to love 
best, the northeastern Minnesota 
canoe country. 

His final three photo essays 
for National Geographic, titled 
North Woods Journal (1997), 
Boundary Waters (2003), and 93 
Days of Spring (April 2016), were 
all shot near his home east of Ely. 

Brandenburg said the award 
came as a surprise given that he 
has been engaged in other work 
in recent years. “My first response 
was disbelief because as of late I 
have been mostly absent from that 
exceptional ‘family’ that I grew 
up with for fifty years.” 

More recently, Brandenburg 
has been working as a filmmak-
er. He’s currently working on 
two projects in Europe, which 
prevented him from accepting 
his most recent award in person. 

Brandenburg said he is deeply 
immersed in his film work, which 
he said are the largest and most 
complex projects of his career. 
He is currently working with a 
prominent French film production 
company on a film about his life in 
nature and is producing a second 
film that he created, wrote, and 
is currently producing in Italy 
with a film crew from the United 
Kingdom. 

“I will share more about these 
rewarding yet daunting produc-
tions at a later date,” he said.

For now, Brandenburg said 
he is back in Minnesota, “feeling 
extremely honored and a bit 
breathless contemplating it all.” 
He said he was especially grateful 
for his family and friends who 
have helped him along the way. 
“This is not possible without that 
kind of support,” he said. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Jim Brandenburg
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environment, better ensure 
the facility’s long-term 
functionality, and help 
attract additional student 
enrollments.”

Under Minnesota law, 
charter schools are prohib-
ited from owning their own 
buildings, but the state pro-
vides considerable “lease 
aid,” which generally pro-
vides schools with about 
90 percent of the funding 
needed to cover lease costs. 
The school has leased its 
facility from TEDA since 
it opened its doors in the 
fall of 2013. 

The renovation plan 
will include the installation 
of a suspended ceiling 
over a 9,000 square foot 
portion of the building 
that currently houses most 
of the school’s classrooms 
as well as the lunchroom. 
The existing ceiling is 
comprised of the underside 
of the high vaulted roof 
of the building, which is 
more than 25 feet high at 
its peak. The open nature 
of that portion of the build-
ing has made for a noisier 
environment than is ideal 
for a school and has forced 
the school to heat an excep-
tionally large space, much 
of which is unusable for stu-
dents. The heat that gathers 
near the current high ceiling 
has contributed to consid-
erable ice damming at the 
building, which has created 
occasional problems with 
water leakage as well. 

“By lowering the 
ceiling, and insulating 
heavily above it, the reno-
vation helps keep the heat 

down where the students 
are, reducing the heating 
requirements and keeping 
the roof colder, reducing 
snow melting and ice 
damming at the same time,” 
said TEDA executive direc-
tor Marshall Helmberger. 

The renovation will 
also provide considerably 
more separation between 
classrooms, to reduce the 
noise level and other dis-
tractions that can affect 
student learning. Existing 
classroom walls will be 
extended above the new 
ceiling and insulated to 
reduce noise transfer 
between classrooms. 

“The open school envi-
ronment is wonderful,” said 
teacher Karin Schmidt. 
“But it can be a challenge 
to find a quiet spot at times. 
This will benefit our aca-
demic program.”

All of the school’s 

existing fluorescent light-
ing will be replaced with 
LED lights and all the 
existing heating ductwork 
will be insulated to help 
keep the newly created 
attic space as cool as pos-
sible. A 12-inch blanket 
of fiberglass batting will 
be installed on the top side 
of the suspended ceiling to 
maintain an effective heat 
barrier. 

The project will also 
expand the amount of 
natural light in the building, 
with the installation of new 
windows in the front as well 
as the replacement of a bank 
of opaque fiberglass panels 
that were installed as part of 
the original renovation with 
insulated reflective glass. 

A much smaller second 
phase of the project, which 
would be undertaken in 
the fall, will replace two 
outside furnaces with new, 

more efficient models 
along with air conditioning. 
Some security upgrades are 
also under consideration. 
Living the lessons

The energy efficiency 
improvements go hand-in-
hand with the school’s envi-
ronmental education focus. 
“This will give our students 
a real-life example of what 
they’ve been learning at 
school,” said the school’s 
new director, Sam O’Brien. 

School staff were 
excited at the investment 
being made in the building, 
to support the educational 
program at VCS. “I am 
excited to see the school 
progress and grow,” said 
teacher Al White.

TEDA’s president sees 
the investment as rec-
ognition of the school’s 
growing importance to the 
area. “It’s wonderful how 

the Vermilion Country 
School has become an 
integral part of our com-
munity, serving both local 
and regional students, pro-
viding good paying jobs, 
and supporting TEDA’s 
on-going mission,” said 
Morin. “Most important, 
of course, are the students, 
some of whom I’ve been 
told have benefited simply 
by attending a small, more 
personal school right in 
their hometown.” He said 
he’s heard of examples of 
students who have strug-
gled at larger schools but 
have “opened up like a 
flower blooming” at VCS.

TEDA will fund the 
project primarily through 
a loan through Frandsen 
Bank, although TEDA offi-
cials expect to tap at least 
one source of grant funds 
and expects to qualify for 
rebates for the installation 
of more efficient lighting. 
The cost of both phases, 
including a ten percent 
contingency, is expected to 
come in around $380,000, 
although grants and rebates 
could reduce that figure by 
as much as ten percent. 

Repayment will come 
from a portion of the 
school’s lease, while the 
remainder of the lease helps 
fund TEDA’s operations. 
“The charter school build-
ing is, by far, TEDA’s most 
profitable asset,” noted 
Helmberger, who offered 
the TEDA board a brief 
history of the school’s cre-
ation and its impact on city 
finances during its meeting 

last Thursday. 
Helmberger noted that 

TEDA, which was then 
under the control of the 
city council, had paid 
for the original renova-
tion at the school with a 
$400,000 bank note and 
approximately $115,000 
in city general funds. To 
date, the school’s lease 
has generated $732,025 
in payments, while TEDA 
has paid $444,177 toward 
retirement of the $400,000 
note, which will be fully 
retired in November of this 
year. That leaves a net profit 
of $287,848. For the first 
six years, those payments 
accrued to the city, rather 
than TEDA, which allowed 
the city to recover all of 
its investment of general 
fund dollars and an addi-
tional margin in excess of 
$60,000. 

Helmberger noted that 
the charter school orga-
nizers had also arranged 
for the forgiveness of an 
outstanding non-recourse 
loan of approximately 
$290,000, that the city had 
with Iron Range Resources 
and Rehabilitation for the 
construction of the charter 
school building, built orig-
inally for the Powerain car 
wash manufacturer. 

As Helmberger report-
ed to the TEDA board, the 
net financial return to the 
city and TEDA from the 
charter school has come 
to $433,000 over the past 
decade, including the debt 
forgiveness. 

“It’s been one of the 
best investments the city 
has ever made,” he said. 

GROW YOUR MONEY
LIMITED TIME

3.75%
APY*

*NEW MONEY TO THE CREDIT UNION
• $500 Minimum
• Dividends Compounded Daily
• Penalty For Early Withdrawal
• Annual Percentage Yield

northstarcreditunion.org                NMLS# 407755  

LOCATIONS IN:
COOK

VIRGINIA
NASHWAUK

DULUTH
BROOKS

25-MONTH PROMOTIONAL CD RATE

HORRORS...Continued from page 1
lakesarts.org or at the door. 
The March 30 production 
is a “pay what you can” 
performance.

Due to traumatic 
content and some unsavory 
language, this production 
is not recommended for 
children under eight.
Stage vs. film

The stage production is 
the Off-Broadway musical. 
It originally opened in 1982 
in New York City and ran 
for five years. It inspired the 
1986 film of the same name, 
starring Rick Moranis and 

Ellen Greene. Greene was 
the original Audrey in the 
musical and reprised her 
role for the movie.

The musical has some 
notable differences, includ-
ing several musical numbers 
that were not included in the 
film. The plot is also slightly 
different while the ending 
will be a surprise to those 
who have never seen the 
stage version.
The cast

The cast for the pro-
duction includes Ian Lah 
as Seymour Krelborn; 

Wendy Lindsay as Audrey; 
Peter Kess as Mr. Mushnik; 
Jim Lah as Orin Scrivello, 
D.D.S; Emily Weise, 
Jennifer Merhar, and Grace 
Klein as the doo wop trio; 
Olin Weise as the Audrey 
II Puppeteer; Karin Schmidt 
as the voice of Audrey 
II; and Grey Kurnava, 
Bailey McLinn-Belehar, 
Matthew Janeksela, Sandra 
Tuominen form the ensem-
ble.

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common 
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to 
create an individual program to address your 
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well 
Physical Therapy can help you restore your 
mobility and live your best life.

Students Landon Salmela and Remy McDonough talk to school chef and 
social studies teacher Chris Glazer



REGIONAL— In a 
judicial order issued March 
15, the state Supreme Court 
has loosened longstanding 
rules that had limited audio 
and visual coverage of 
cases in Minnesota court-
rooms. 

The change, in an 
eight-page order signed by 
Chief Justice Lorie Gildea, 
will allow judges in the 

state considerably more 
discretion about whether 
to allow cameras or other 
recording devices in their 
courtrooms during criminal 
proceedings. In the recent 
past, judges had been 
authorized to open their 
courtrooms to such devices, 
but only with the consent 
of both parties in the case. 
It was that relatively rare 
exception that allowed 
television coverage of the 
Derek Chauvin trial held in 

the wake of the murder of 
George Floyd. 

The change in the 
rules, which takes effect 
next January, means that 
judges can determine, with 
or without the consent of the 
parties involved, to make 
their courtroom open to 
recording devices.

There will still be 
restrictions during some 
portions of the legal pro-
ceedings, such as during 
jury selection or certain 

witness testimony, or if the 
judge determines that cov-
erage could subject some 
individuals to intimidation 
or harm.  

Chief Justice Gildea 
acknowledged that the new 
rules will create some chal-
lenges, but she concluded 
that the public good would 
outweigh them.

Even with the changes, 
Gildea argued that the rules 
in Minnesota will remain 
more restrictive than in 

many states, where cameras 
are routinely allowed in 
courtrooms during criminal 
proceedings. Even with 
the change, it’s unlikely 
that cameras will be seen 
regularly in Minnesota 
courtrooms any time soon. 

Recording or broad-
cast devices will remain 
prohibited in cases heard in 
drug courts, mental health 
courts, or veterans courts, 
without the consent of 
participants.

Several media orga-
nizations and groups that 
promote government open-
ness advocated for the 
change. Associations for 
state prosecutors, public 
defenders, the Minnesota 
Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault and other sur-
vivor advocacy groups 
opposed the changes or 
urged caution.

Minnesota Public 
Radio contributed to this 
story.
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Council addresses several development projects

PUBLIC ACCESS

State Supreme Court opens the door to cameras in courtrooms
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital is once again honored to be 
nominated for Minnesota’s Best awards in three categories:

Best Hospital   |   Best Medical Practice   |   Best Physical Therapy

VOTE FOR EBCH IN  
MINNESOTA’S BEST AWARDS!

 
 

We need your help — 
please vote for us daily until April 5!

Join us on Thursday, April 13, 2023 for a groovy Ely-stock 
evening of networking, 1960’s fun, door prizes, and      
keynote  speaker, Kristen Brown.   
 

• Social hour starts 4:30 p.m. 
(cash bar)  

• Dinner buffet 5:45 p.m. 

• Kristen Brown 7 p.m. 
 

Location: Grand Ely Lodge 

Tickets: $30.00/person  
 

Contact the Ely Chamber of Commerce  at 218-365-6123 
or director@ely.org to reserve tickets. 

REGISTER ONLINE!

4/13 Editing (Adobe Premiere)
4/12 Screenwriting (Online) 

4/11 Documentary Filmmaking

The Minnesota Discovery
Center's Minnesota Media Arts

School, in partnership with
Zeitgeist Film Duluth, is an

affordable option for the
Northland’s diverse creative

community ranging from
filmmakers, graphic designers,

multimedia artists, and
theatrical artists to learn, work,

create, and connect. With
teaching hubs in Chisholm

and Duluth, we will add
important contributions to the

regional film ecosystem.  

APRIL WORKSHOPS

MnDiscoveryCenter.com

IN THE NEW UMD CREATIVE LAB

-SCAN QR CODE-

218.254.7959 | 1005 Discovery Dr. Chisholm, Mn

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

PRE-OWNED SALES EVENT!

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!
2023 CHEVROLET MALIBU 2LT

NOW ONLY

2021 Chevrolet Blazer 2LT AWD..........Lease Return!........
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD........Fresh Trade In!......
2020 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4................Low Mileage!...............
2020 Ford Escape SE AWD...............ONLY 16K Miles!.......
2020 Chrysler Voyager LXI.................Stow-N-Go!..............
2019 Buick Envision Essence..................Loaded!.............
2019 Ford Edge SEL AWD..................31K Miles!................
2019 Ford F-150 XLT Sport Crew 4x4....Only 45K Miles!...
2019 Ford Flex AWD................Fun And Function!...............
2016 Chevrolet Colorado Z71...........Only 43K Miles!.........

$32,990
$26,990
$39,990
$30,990
$25,990
$24,990
$27,990
$39,990
$24,990
$29,990

* Customer Cash and not applicable with all offers.
Must take delivery from dealer stock by 4/3/2023. See dealer for details

......$34,240
.......$500

$33,740

MSRP
Customer Cash *

Waschke

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com • vermilionparkinn.com

• On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
• Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort 

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!
(call for rate)

Winter Getaway Destination!
• Comfortable Private Rooms

• Continental Breakfast
• Affordable RatesPESHEL

ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

Editor’s Note: Other actions 
by the Ely City Council, including 
the first reading of a cannabinoid 
ordinance and a proclamation of 
the Year of “Frozen” are covered 
in other stories in this edition. 

ELY—If Tuesday’s council 
meeting had a theme, it would 
be upcoming projects. Speaking 
for the Parks and Recreation 
Committee, council member 
Adam Bisbee introduced that 
committee’s recommendation 
that the city form a three-member 
panel to study the feasibility of a 
“multi-use recreation and event 
facility for the city.” The council 
approved the recommendation.

The council also voted to 
award the East End Development 
Project to Low Impact Excavators, 

pending the results of the envi-
ronmental review by St. Louis 
County. City Clerk and Treasurer 
Harold Langowski reported that 
that the funding situation and 
requests “look favorable.” This 
project will pave and provide 
water and sewer improvements 
for the undeveloped lot next to 
Zup’s. Multiple businesses will 
benefit from the work including 
Zup’s, Spirit of the Wilderness, 
and Voyageur North Outfitters.

Council member Ryan 
Callen presented the project 
committee’s recommendation 
that the council approve the $4.5 
million congressional earmark 
request to rework Ely’s five-mile 
long 90-year old water supply line 
from Burnside Lake. The council 
did so unanimously.

In other matters on the 
meeting agenda, the council:

At Omerza’s prompting, 

held a moment of silence in 
memory of John Braun. Braun, 
aged 62, passed away at his Ely 
home on March 2. He worked for 
the city’s public works depart-
ment from 1999 until 2019.

Decided to consider the 
sale of East Spaulding, Block 
2, Lot 15 for $12,000 instead of 
its listed price of $15,000, since 
the lot is not buildable. The pro-
spective buyers will use it for 
green space. The council asked 
Langowski to consult with Jim 
Burke, the city’s realtor, about 
the price. 

 Approved giving the 
go-ahead for TKDA to update 
the Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan for the airport.

 Received the report 
by council member Angela 
Campbell that the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority, 
Ely’s public housing agency, 

has received the designation of 
“High Performer” based on its 
recent inspection by Minnesota. 
The designation is the highest 
that a public housing agency can 
receive.

Received the report by the 
city clerk and treasurer that the 
skating rink is now closed for the 
year. “This is the first certain sign 
of spring,” remarked Langowski.

 Approved a purchase 
agreement for East Spaulding 
First Addition Lot 7, Block 1 
to David Streif and Michelle 
Beltrand.

Approved the mortgage 
satisfaction for the note the city 
issued to Timothy Leeson and 
Jessica Leeson in 2017 for a 
storefront rehabilitation project.

Approved the appointment 
of Mauro Caruso to the police 
commission.

Approved the payment of 

city and Ely Utilities Commission 
claims for March 21, 2023 for 
$997,007, $272,738 to Rice Lake 
Construction Group for waste 
water treatment facility (WWTF) 
improvements, $29,489 to AE2S 
for the WWTF improvements 
Project, $2,524 to SEH for the 
Prospector EAW Project, and 
$650 to SEH for the Prospector 
ATV Phase 2.

Approved the agreement 
for professional services between 
city of Ely and Short Elliott 
Hendrickson, Inc., which was 
effective October 5, 2021.

Approved a Minnesota 
Department of Transportation 
grant agreement for airport 
improvement, excluding any land 
acquisition, for the AWOS Phase 
1 site selection environmental 
work.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/19/2023 North

ORDER TODAY
& RECEIVE A

$100 GIFT CARD

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. 3-year price guarantee 
requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core 
programming, local networks, and equipment. Early termination fee of $20/mo. 
remaining applies if you cancel early. Offer ends 4/12/23. 99% signal reliability 
based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions. 
*Thursday Night Football: Internet connected Hopper and a Prime Video subscription required.

A TV PRICE YOU CAN RELY ON

3-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

A TV Price you can rely on
- only from DISH

ONLY FROM DISH

1-855-562-4309Call us now!

*Restrictions Apply

3-Year TV Price Guarantee

Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone from
NFL Network

99% Signal Reliability, now
backed by our Reliability
Guarantee



ELY- Fire chief David 
Marshall had wonderful 
news for the city council 
here on Tuesday. During 
the fire department re-
port, Marshall noted that 
the three-year-old girl 
who went missing on the 
morning of March 14 was 
now healthy and back at 
home with her family.

As reported in the 
March 17 edition of the 
Timberjay, the child wan-
dered out of her home on 
the 400 block of Washing-
ton St. in Ely before dawn 
in below-zero tempera-
tures. The search for the 
child pulled in resources 
from sheriff’s depart-
ments of St. Louis and 
Lake Counties, the Ely 
Fire Department and Ely 
Area Ambulance Service, 
and the Ely, Babbitt and 
Virginia Police Depart-
ments. K9 officer Teddy 

from the Virginia PD was 
instrumental in locating 
the child in a vacant house 
next door. The child was 
stabilized for exposure 
at the Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital and 
later transported to a facil-
ity providing a more ad-
vanced level of care. 

Since then, the three-
year-old has returned 
home in good health, re-
ported Marshall, who then 
displayed the colorful 
construction-paper “card” 
decorated by the child for 
the first responders. He 
also read the thank you 
card from the child’s par-
ents.

“Your quick action 

saved her life and kept our 
hearts from shattering,” 
read the card in part. “A 
very special thank you to 
the volunteer who held 
our baby girl until the am-
bulance arrived. We will 
never forget your hero-
ism. Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.”

Right:  Ely Fire Chief 
David Marshall 
displays the thank you 
note from the three-
year-old’s family and 
the thank you card 
drawn by the child 
herself, which they 
sent to the first 
responders. 
photo by C. Clark

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

HAPPY ENDINGS
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Ely family thanks fire department, first responders

Read It 
HERE

-$1000* Low APR Customer CASH Plus
2.9% @ 72 MOS Thru Ford Credit OAC

$52,965+TTL

LEIGH LONSON RyaN auLtmaN
218-293-4606

mIkE Day
218-293-4637

RaNDy ROy
218-293-4625

ERIC GRaFF
218-293-4627

tIm CaRRutH
218-212-7202

JamI HENDRIx
218-293-4636

2627 Hwy 169
fordofhibbing.com

218-262-3881tEIGaN BOSaRGE
218-293-4596

JUST ANNOUNCED!!
GET 2.9% APR PLUS A $1000 REBATE FOR 72 MONTHS ON 2022 F150’S!!

OR
2.9% APR PLUS $1000 REBATE FOR 60 MONTHS ON 2023 F150’S!!

2023 F150 4x4 Crew CAB xLT SporT
$60,250.00 MSRP

-$2,000.00 SPoRt DiSc

-$2,272.00 FoRD oF Hibbing DiSc

$55,978+TTL

-$1000* Low APR Customer CASH Plus
2.9% @ 60 MOS Thru Ford Credit OAC

$54,978+TTL
#25427 FctP

2022 F150 4x4 Crew CAB xLT SporT
$59,120.00 MSRP

-$2,000.00 SPoRt DiSc

-$3,155.00 FoRD oF Hibbing DiSc

$53,965+TTL

#25316 FctP

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit

**SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS
Sport Appearance PKG

Ecoboost
Heated Seats

Sport PKG
Remote Start
Class IVHitch

CONDITIONAL PRICE

CONDITIONAL PRICE

everyoneS priCe

everyoneS priCe

RECEIVE UP TO

$500 TOWARDS THE

PURCHASE OF FORD

ACCESSORIES!**

RECEIVE UP TO

$500 TOWARDS THE

PURCHASE OF FORD

ACCESSORIES!**

$33,987

2015 Ford F350 Lariat
w/PLow

#25328a

2022 Lightning Lariat
max tow

$76,978$23,326

2016 mKx reserve awd

#25341a$21,978

2021 voyager Lxi 2018 F350 crew
xLt dieseL

$36,978 #25431a

$19,984

2021 ecosPort
titanium awd

#7943 #7904a

2013 Kia rio Lx

$5,900$17,248

2019 escaPe awd se

#7930$48,118

2021 mach-e Premium
ext. range

#9517a

1995 mustang gt
conv.

$9,721 #9512a

#25432B$28,971

2020 escaPe titanium
9,000 mI

#9502

2020 F150 xLt
crew sP

$37,731$17,954

2019 journey

#25123a$18,790

2018 equinox Lt awd

#7931a

2018 mKc awd
reserve

$26,266 #7953

$33,980 #25476a

2015 edge
titanium awd

2019 maLibu Lt

#7971 #7952B #7950$16,980 $18,980 $11,980

$14,710

2014 escaPe titanium
awd

#7963$36,980

2019 exPedition xLt

#25359a

2016 edge seL awd 2015 200 c

#7962 #7879$16,742 $15,677

200 c2017 escaPe awd se

$14,980 #7895a

#7923a

2007 e-150 Lomm
118k mI

$11,900

$16,900

2017 Fusion se
53k mI

#7964 $15,980 #25185B

2014 F150 xLt crew
6.5 Ft
2014 F150 xLt crew

BOBOx
2012 Fusion seL 2015 edge sPort 2017 journey

awd gt

$10,980 $18,595 $17,980#25410a #7928 #7968

$20,980 #7923a#7923a

2017 outbacK
2.5i Limited

2016 cruze
Lt Limited

$12,980 #7892B

2016 edge
se awd

$14,781 #7960 $14,980 #25306D

2021 exPedition
Ltd max

$55,900 #7941

2014 taurus
Limited

Lots of new trades!

#7935

#25414B

2017 F150
crew Lariat

eserve

#25432B

sPort

journey
gt

#25171

2012 taurus
seL awd

LowLow

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Crane Lake 
woman injured 
in snowmobile 
mishap

CRANE LAKE- A 
Crane Lake woman was 
airlifted to a Duluth hos-
pital Sunday after receiv-
ing non-life-threatening 
injuries in a snowmobile 
accident.

According to a St. 
Louis County Sheriff’s 
press release, Carole Scott, 
64, was operating a snow-
mobile in the southwest 
corner of Crane Lake when 
she struck an ice ridge, 
which caused her snowmo-
bile to roll over.

Crane Lake first re-
sponders, Orr Ambulance 
and Buyck Fire Depart-
ment responded to the 
scene. A North Memorial 
Air Care helicopter trans-
ported Scott to Essentia 
Health-St. Mary’s Medical 
Center in Duluth. 

Missing three-year-old back home and healthy
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ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC SNOWMOBILES

EVENTS

It’s a party on ice

It’s the “Year of Frozen” in Ely

Firefighter 
appreciation 
and pancakes

ARCHERY

North Woods 
archers score 
well at Mt. Iron

Recognition marks the right to perform the 
stage production of the popular Disney movie

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Top: Bringing up the beer... this colorful ensemble won the fan favorite award.
Above: What appears at first to be a heated competition is actually a Cat Cutter 
being towed by a Lynx snowmobile.
Below: Sometimes the older sleds are not as cooperative as riders would prefer. 

Antique sleds roar again during annual event at Melgeorge’s Resort
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

PROCLAMATIONS

See  MELGEORGE’S.pg. 4B

ELY- Mayor Heidi 
Omerza declared 2023 the 
Year of Frozen in Ely on 
Tuesday, but it wasn’t a 
commentary on the weather. 
Instead, Omerza’s procla-
mation marked a remarkable 
achievement by local music 
and theater enthusiasts in 
bringing the stage adapta-
tion of the Disney musical 
“Frozen” to Ely. 

Through a competitive 
application process, just one 
school in each U.S. state was 
given the rights to perform 
the production, and Ely’s 
was Minnesota’s winning 
application.  

Mike Rouse,  who 
teaches music in the Ely 
schools, and his wife Billie 
spearheaded the application 
effort. The couple, who live 
in Babbitt, were unable 
to attend the city council 
meeting for the proclama-

tion. In their stead, they 
arranged two high school 
students, Ruby Milton 

Right: Mayor Heidi 
Omerza  (center) with 
Alison Poppler from Ely 
Memorial High School 
and Ruby Milton from 
Northeast Range High 
School, reading the 
proclamation. 

photo by C. Clark

See FROZEN...pg. 4B

ELEPHANT LAKE- Blustery 
winds and falling snow aren’t about 
to keep a true Minnesota snowmobiler 
off his or her sled, and that goes double 
when it comes to Melgeorge’s Antique 
and Classic Snowmobile Race. The 
annual event at Elephant Lake was held 
this year on Saturday, March 11.

As in years past, spectators’ cars 
and trucks lined the road outside of 
Melgeorge’s Resort, and it was standing 
room only outside of the lodge as people 
milled about chatting and snacking on 
food from the outdoor grill.

A full contingent of vintage sleds 
and racers staked out their spots along 
the western shoreline, waiting for their 
turn at tackling the winding circuit 
course. Some of the sleds, and many 
of the drivers, qualified as sexagenar-
ians, with machines from the 1960s 
and 1970s well represented at the race.

The snow came down hard enough 
at times to somewhat obscure the view 
of racers as they negotiated the far turns 
of the circuit, but the snowy track didn’t 
appear to impair their ability to steer 
through the corners and accelerate down 
the straights. As with humans, old age 
can wreak havoc with machines, too, as 
some racers found out at the start line 
and others discovered somewhere out 
on the course. But most riders completed 
the circuit without mishap.

Some wondered if recent knee 
surgery would keep race organizer 

submitted photo

photos by D. Colburn

MT. IRON- North Woods 
archers competed in a dual meet 
last Saturday in Mt. Iron, and once 
again the Grizzlies sharpshooters 
took home a host of medals, with 
many posting their highest scores 
of the season. 

Eleventh-grader Cadence 
Nelson took first place in her grade 
division and fifth place among 
high school girls to lead the North 
Woods contingent in the Mt. Iron 
Bullseye tournament. Cooper 
Long placed fifth among middle 
school boys and Laurin Glass 
captured fourth for middle school 
girls. In the elementary group, 
Clark Danielson placed fourth 
among the boys and Kaidence 
Scofield took fourth among the 
girls.

Three North Woods boys 
scored medals in the Regional 3D 
tournament’s high school division. 
Cooper Antikainen placed second, 
Blaze Markwardt took third, and 
John Danielson finished third. For 
the girls, Cadence Nelson finished 
fourth.

Cooper Long notched a sec-
ond-place finish for middle school 
boys, while Elizabeth Udovich 
was the highest placer for the 
girls, coming in third. Michaela 
Brunner took fourth.

Two Grizzlies girls cap-
tured elementary-level medals. 
Kaidence Scofield took second 
place among fifth graders and 
Leah Las finished fifth in the 
fourth-grade group.

North Woods archers compete 
next weekend at the Minnesota 
National Archery in the Schools 
Program competition in Duluth.

T I M B E R  H A L L —
The Embarrass Region Fair 
Association is inviting everyone 
to come and thank area firefight-
ers during their monthly pancake 
breakfast, set for Saturday, April 
1, from 8-11 a.m. 

 Everyone will enjoy all-you-
can-eat pancakes, choice of ham 
or sausage links, a fruit cup, juice, 
and a bottomless cup of coffee. 
The cost is $6 for adults, $3 for 
children 6-10, and free for kids 
under six. Firefighters dine for 
free as well.

This regular event is spon-
sored by the Embarrass Region 
Fair Association.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor



T H E  B O U N D A R Y 
WATERS— The yodel of a loon. 
The chirp of a bald eagle. The 
sound of waves lapping on rocks. 
These are sounds of nature that 
visitors to the 1.1-million-acre 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness can take for granted. 

Yet it’s the sounds that they 
don’t hear that may be the most 
significant. 

Which is why the Boundary 
Waters has been recognized by 
the California-based nonprofit 
Quiet Parks International as a 
“Wilderness Quiet Park,” making 
it only the second such award in 
the United States. The organiza-
tion recognized Glacier National 
Park in 2022 and is currently 
reviewing applications for several 
other locations around the globe. 

In a world dominated by 
human activity, places where the 
sounds of civilization give way to 
the sounds of the 
natural world are 
increasingly rare.

“The reality 
is that there are 
very few quiet 
natural places left 
on planet earth. 
The Boundary 
Waters is special 
and inspiring for 
many reasons, and 
its soundscape is 
certainly one of 
them,” said Matt 
Mikkelsen, an audio engineer 
who serves as Executive Director 
of Quiet Parks International. 
Mikkelsen, who moved to Duluth 
in 2021, said the process of docu-
menting the Boundary Waters as 
an exceptionally quiet place took 
considerable time. 

“The process starts in front 
of a computer,” Mikkelsen said. 
“You look at different things, 

like the population density of 
the region, flight traffic maps, 
and transportation and industrial 
corridors.” 

Mikkelsen said the Boundary 
Waters is fortunate 
that it sees few 
commercial airline 
overflights, which 
is one of the factors 
that make the area 
exceptional. After 
determining that 
the  Boundary 
Waters  was a 
good candidate, 
Mikkelsen gath-
ered sound read-
ings using highly 
sensitive record-

ing devices in numerous loca-
tions, both inside the wilderness 
as well as at entry points ranging 
from the Gunflint Trail to north 
of Ely. The data from his efforts 
confirmed that the Boundary 
Waters met the criteria for the 
award. “What we’re looking for 
is the noise-free interval between 
noise events,” said Mikkelsen. 
“The criteria is a dependable 

15-minute interval. I know that 
doesn’t sound like much but it’s 
really hard to achieve that even in 
very remote areas. Aircraft really 
are everywhere.”

That’s a point brought home 
to Gordon Hempton, the group’s 
volunteer media spokesperson, 
during a recent visit deep inside 
the Amazon rain forest. “I was 
just there two weeks ago and 
was probably 1,000 miles from a 
modern highway. The only access 
was by boat. But there were eight 
commercial overflights a day that 
didn’t have anything to do with 
the Amazon.”

He said he’d also spent time 
recording sounds of the Kalahari 
Desert in Africa and when the 
wind was calm, he could hear a 
muffled generator operating at a 
tourist camp 20 miles away. 

Hempton, who lives in the 
Seattle area, spent time in the 
Boundary Waters during his 
college days in Wisconsin. He 
said he was thrilled to hear that 
the area had met the criteria 
for the award. Hempton, who 
recently retired from a career as 

an acoustic ecologist said he has 
made sound recordings from the 
Boundary Waters and recognized 
it as an exceptionally rare location 
from a sound perspective. “I’ve 
been aware for some time that the 
Boundary Waters really is world 
class,” he said.

Indeed, while the crite-
ria requires sound-free inter-
vals of just 15 minutes, the 
sound recording in the Boundary 
Waters demonstrated far longer 
periods without noise intrusion. 
Mikkelsen’s research document-
ed that the Boundary Waters’ 
soundscape is significantly free 
from sounds other than nature 
for intervals of hours at a time 
and does not typically experience 
noise from such sources as com-
mercial air traffic, military activ-
ity, mining or other extractive 
activity, or other startling and 
disruptive sounds. 

Even the Quetico Provincial 
Park, located just across the 
border from the BWCAW, has 
more sound intrusion from aircraft 
overflights, noted Mikkelsen. 
“The Boundary Waters is one of 

the only places left in the Midwest 
and Great Lakes region that you 
can go and hear only the sounds 
of nature for hours at a time,” 
he said.
Raising awareness

Quiet Parks International is 
an entirely volunteer organization 
with active volunteers all over 
the world who seek to bring 
attention to the importance of 
quiet places, both for wildlife as 
well as humans. The group notes 
that studies have shown that quiet 
has been shown to reduce stress, 
anxiety, depression, and helps to 
restore focus. They have sought 
to call attention to the value of 
quiet as well as promote those 
places that qualify as refuges of 
quiet. The awards granted by the 
group have no regulatory author-
ity but are designed to increase 
public interest and awareness of 
uniquely quiet places. In doing 
so, the group hopes to increase 
the public’s interest in protecting 
the handful of truly quiet places 
that still exist in the world. 
Award highlights risks 

Given the fragility of truly 
quiet places, the Campaign to 
Save the Boundary Waters is 
highlighting the recognition 
as part of their work to oppose 
copper-nickel mining near the 
wilderness. “This award recog-
nizes what millions of visitors 
have experienced in the Boundary 
Waters - the healing, quiet soli-
tude of nature that is so hard to 
find anywhere else,” said Ingrid 
Lyons, Executive Director of 
Save the Boundary Waters. 
“Turning the edge of the wilder-
ness into an industrial mining 
zone would mean that noises 
of drilling, blasting, machinery, 
heavy traffic and more would 
drown out the natural sounds of 
our northwoods.”

Hypothesis made, hypothesis 
confirmed.

That was the conclusion of 
an admittedly obscure study that 
happened to connect to the North 
Country, and on which we had 
reported on back in August 2021. 
The two researchers behind the 
study were a New York couple, 
Vinton Thompson and his wife 
Ruth Moscovitch and they had 
traveled to our area that summer 
in order to sample our spittlebug 
population. 

Spittlebugs, for those who 
don’t know are those smallish 
insects that we usually only 
detect from the presence of a mar-
ble-sized blob of whitish spittle 
on tall grasses and wildflowers. 

Vinton, who is a retired 

college president and still keeps 
active as a research associate with 
the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City, had 
traveled through our area once 
before on an insect-collecting tour 
as a young man in the 1970s. His 
analysis had confirmed that our 
region had the highest percentage 
of dark morph spittlebugs in all 
of North America. At the time, he 
hypothesized that the dark form 
of the spittlebug would be most 
abundant in the coldest portions of 
the insect’s range, since the dark 
color would help the insect absorb 
more sunlight and stay warmer 
during the sometimes-cool North 
Country summers. 

And, so, he was back nearly 
50 years later to take another 
sample to further test the latest 
permutation of his hypothesis. 
The couple suspected that the 

warming climate would lead to 
a reduction in the percentage of 
dark morph spittlebugs. They 
even calculated how much they 
might decline based on the 
amount of warming. 

I interviewed Thompson and 
Moscovitch back in 2021, while 
they were sampling insects at the 
Hwy. 169 wayside rest in Soudan. 
Since the conditions had changed 
significantly there (mowed lawn 
versus an untamed field), they 
ended up collecting their relevant 
sample at the intersection of 
Junction Road and the Taconite 
Trail. They took samples in other 
places in northeastern Minnesota 
where Thompson had visited in 
the 1970s, including Isabella, 
Tofte, and Ilgen City down on 
the North Shore. I asked that 
they send their results once they 
had completed their study, which 

they did recently. It was pub-
lished late last year in the journal 
Entomologica Americana, and it 
largely confirmed their hypoth-
esis, although I will spare you 
the fine points, which include 
percentages of several different 
spittlebug morphs, regression 
analysis, etc. We’re just not going 
there today. Count yourself lucky.

Thompson gave me the 
shorter version in an email last 
month. “The headline is that 
yes indeed the bugs do provide 
evidence for real effects of local 
climate warming,” he wrote. “To 
be honest, when I looked at the 
NOAA [National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration] 
data it was disconcerting to see 
how much the temperature had 
gone up in the area— 2.7 degrees 
C (=4.86 degrees F) is a lot of 
warming!”

And as the area warmed, 
the percentage of some of the 
darker morphs in the population 
declined, at rates very close to 
what Thompson had predicted. 
Does it prove the change was due 
to climate change? Not exactly. 
This shows a predicted trend that 
correlates very closely with the 
increase in temperatures in our 
region. 

By itself, it’s just one small 
piece of a very large puzzle 
that thousands of scientists are 
working on every day to under-
stand, namely how is the warming 
climate affecting the incredible 
diversity of life all around us? 
It’s a question that will occupy 
scientists for decades, probably 
even centuries, to come. 

RECOGNITION
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Canoeists ply the calm waters of a BWCAW inlet. 

Outdoors briefly

RESEARCH

Spittlebug coloration signals a changing climate

BWCAW given “Quiet Park” status

photo courtesy Quiet Parks International

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Currently one of only two places in the U.S. to achieve the exceptional award

 

Matt Mikkelsen

“    The reality 
is that there are 
very few quiet 
natural places 
left on planet 

earth. 

from NOAA weather

Ely         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Cook      Hi     Lo    Prec.    Sn. Orr         Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.Emb.      Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn. Tower    Hi     Lo    Prec.   Sn.
03/13     20     -9      0.08    2.4”
03/14     28    -15     0.00    
03/15     34    -14     0.00    
03/16     42     22     0.04     
03/17     31      5      0.24    3.0”
03/18     15      5      0.03    2.5”
03/19     24      4      0.00                       
YTD Total       2.70   70.2”

03/13     27     -2      0.51    5.0”
03/14     34     -2      0.00    
03/15     41     21     0.00    
03/16     36     18     0.00     
03/17     16      3      0.01     0.5”
03/18     25      7      0.11     2.0”
03/19     41      3      0.00                        
YTD Total                 NA      NA

03/13     21      5      0.02     0.3”
03/14     24     -8      0.00    
03/15     33     -8      0.00    
03/16     43     22     0.00     
03/17     31      4      0.14     2.5”
03/18     17      2      0.03     0.6”
03/19     25      6      0.00           
YTD Total        1.62     69.4” .

03/13     19      3      0.20     1.8”
03/14     27     -4      0.00    
03/15     35      5      0.00    
03/16     44     23     0.01     
03/17     31      7      0.34     4.8”
03/18     14      5      0.08     1.4”
03/19     22      5      0.00     
YTD Total      3.34     73.1”

03/13     20     -7      0.06     1.0”
03/14     27    -12     0.00    
03/15     35     -8      0.00    
03/16     44     22     0.00     
03/17     30      5      0.45     4.0”
03/18     15      4      0.08     1.9”
03/19     24      0      0.00         
YTD Total                 2.16    60.0”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

39  15 41 19 38  17 29  535  9

The Minnesota State 
Climatology Office is 
looking for volunteer 
rainfall monitors for the 
Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail and Snow 
Network (CoCoRaHS). 
The network includes more 
than 20,000 volunteers 
nationwide who measure 
precipitation in their back-
yards using a standard 
4-inch-diameter rain gauge.

These rainfall monitor-
ing activities are performed 

by individuals at home who 
submit their reports online. 
Volunteers are particularly 
needed outside the imme-
diate Twin Cities metro 
area. Volunteers receive 
training on how to observe 
weather trends and how to 
submit their precipitation 
and weather event reports. 
All training material is 
available online.

To sign up or for 
more information, visit 
CoCoRaHS.org or contact 
Luigi Romolo at luigi.
romolo@state.mn.us.

Volunteers needed
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6143 Pike Bay Drive, Tower, MN 55790 | (218) 753-4190 • www.aronsonboatworks.com

SALES • STORAGE •  REPAIRS 
PARTS • ACCESSORIES

BUILT BY ANGLERS FOR ANGLERS

PURE FISHING POWER

EntertainmentEntertainment
• Magic Show

• NEW Axe Throwing Trailer
• Balloon Sculptures
• DNR-Wall of Shame 

• MN Official Measurers...
Bring Your Antlers!

• Hibbing PD
Top Dog - K-9 “CHASE”

218-749-6719
720 9th St. N., Virginia

www.mesabirecreation.net
Open: 10-5-Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri.

10-4 Sat 

Mountain
Bikes

REPAIRS • PARTS • ACCESSORIES • APPAREL

Fat Bikes

E-Bikes

Barb Hegg
Associate Broker, GRI

CONTACT BARB
for a

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
218-742-2369 or

barb@vermilionland.com
Client Review...

“Barb has a firm grasp on lake property 
values, intricacies of county regulations, 
and is willing to fight to get her client a 

fair deal.” 

Show Hours:Show Hours:
Thursday: 4 pm - 8 pm
Friday: 12 pm - 8 pm

Saturday: 10 am - 7 pm
Sunday: 10 am - 3 pm

2023 Iron Range2023 Iron Range

ADMISSIONADMISSION
JUST JUST $5$5

Children 12 and under free

March 23 - 26March 23 - 26
Thursday thru Sunday!

Iron Trail Motors Event Center • 919 6th St. South, Virginia

FamilyFamily

Fun!Fun!
Vendors
VendorsFood & Fun!
Food & Fun!

Installing Premium Roofing Products Sold Locally at 
Cook Building Center and Voyageur Lumber-Ely

including Tamko Titan and Malarkey Premium Shingles
and Decra, Standing Seam and Pro-Panel Metal Roofing

We do Remote Access Cabins! 
Serving the Ely, Tower and

Lake Vermilion Areas!
VermillionRoofing.com • VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

Insured • License #BC785662

VERMILLION
ROOFING.com

Open by Appointment or Chance
Call or Text 218-305-3550

Showplace Cabinetry
Come in for a 

FREE Consultation
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FROZEN..Continued from page 1B

Catch the latest local and regional news at timberjay.com!

MELGEORGE’S..Continued from page 1B
Steve Koch away from his 
traditional spot at the start/
finish line, but like a trooper 
he was there, appearing no 
worse for the wear with 
clipboard in hand keeping 
track of the contestants.

The chilly wind did 
seem to drive more friendly 
conversations inside the 
lodge, where seating in the 
restaurant was at a premium 
all day long, although 
clusters of people huddled 
together around their snow-
mobiles as well. Few chose 
to sit at the frosty picnic 
tables, however, apparently 
preferring to stand.

A number of folks 
showed up wearing cos-
tumes, a recent devel-
opment for the event, 
including a pair of giant 
walking, talking beer 
bottles who along with 
their snowmobile and beer 
sled entry won the day’s fan 
favorite award. Seriously 
intense racers might have 
a hard time fitting in to this 
fun, light-hearted event 
where every racer is an 
old or new friend, although 
the competition is highly 
spirited.

Awards were given 
in antique, classic, and 
vintage divisions, with ten 
“other” crowd-pleasing 
awards such as “beast of 
show” and “just plain cool.” 

And, as always, a good time 
was had by all.
Results

Antique Division
Rear Engine 8 HP 

and under – 1. Todd 
Carlson, Duluth, 1963 
Polaris Snotraveler; 2. Lee 
Carlson, Culver, 1963 Abe 
Mathews Trailmaker.

2 Cycle 9 HP and under 
– 1. Wayne Schlauderoff, 
Detroit Lakes, 1966 Foxtrac 
RT10; 2. Alex Carlson, 
Fridley, 1966 Polaris Colt.

2 Cycle 10 HP and over 
– 1. Todd Carlson, Duluth, 
1969 Scorpion Mark II; 2. 
Curtis Grandquist, Duluth, 
1965 Ski Doo.

4 Cycle 9 HP and under 

– 1. Sawyer Smith, Mora, 
1965 Arctic Cat D 100; 
Terry Smith, Mora, 1964 
Polaris Snotraveler.

Classic Division
250-300CC stock air-

cooled – 1. Jodi Ellsworth, 
Harris, 1978 Polaris TX; 
2. Jeff Harmon, Orr, 1976 
Arctic Cat Jag.

250-300CC modified 
air-cooled – 1. Casey 
Fenske, Ely, 1971 Arctic 
Cat Lynx 292; 2. Jeff 
Harmon, Orr, 1977 Arctic 
Cat Lynx.

250-300CC stock liq-
uid-cooled – 1. Arin Marks, 
1975 John Deere 300.

340-400CC stock 
liquid-cooled – 1. Kael 
Richards, Ely, 78 Jag.

340-400CC modified 
liquid-cooled – 1. Kael 
Richards, Ely, 78 Jag.

340-400CC modified 
air-cooled – 1. Ellsworth, 
Polaris TX; 2. Casey 
Fenske, Ely, 1978 Arctic 
Cat Jag.

440-500CC stock 
air-cooled – 1. Tucker 
Jacobson, Pelican Rapids, 
1974 Arctic Cat Painter 
440; Cody Long, Orr, 1976 
Arctic Cat El Tigre.

440-500CC modi-
fied air-cooled – 1. Jesse 
Brunner, Cook, 1977 Arctic 
Cat El Tigre 5000; 2. Eric 
Jansson, 1976 Jag.

500CC and up stock 
air-cooled – 1. Tucker 
Jacobson, Pelican Rapids, 
1971 Ski Doo TNT; 2. 
Connor Bamberk, Duluth, 
Arctic Cat Panther.

500CC and up modi-
fied air-cooled – 1. Cody 
Long, Orr, 1977 Arctic 
Cat El Tigre; Otto Stavnes, 
Hibbing, 1974 Yamaha 
GPX.

Vintage Division
250-300CC stock – 1. 

Kevin Parotti, Hudson, 
Wis., 1980 Arctic Cat Jag.

340-400CC stock – 1. 
Jim Lavavor, Hibbing, 
1979 Yamaha Enticer; Kael 
Richards, Ely, 79 Jag.

340-40CC modified 
– 1. Kael Richards, Ely, 
79 Jag; 2. Riner Gale, Ash 
River, 1979 Arctic Cat Jag 
340.

440-500CC stock – 1. 
Kael Richards, Ely, 79 
Jag; 2. Brian Najdek, Oak 
Grove, 197+9 Ski Doo 
Blizzard.

440-500CC modified 
– 1. Nels Gabrielson, Orr, 
1980 Polaris Indy; Travis 
Gillette, Coon Rapids, 1980 
Polaris Centurion.

550CC and over – 1. 
Karl Richards, Ely, 1979 

Arctic Cat Jag.
Other awards
Mini-Kitty Cat – 1. 

Owen Bergman, Orr, 
1978 Arctic Cat; Lucy 
Admunson, 1971 Arctic 
Cat.

Elmer Smith Award 
(best unrestored) – Hollace 
Fenske, Ely, 1962 Arctic 
Cat 500.

Best Dressed – Marnie 
Kleven.

Beast of Show – Lee 
Carlson, Culver, 1963 Abe 
Mathews Trailmaker.

Beauty of Show – 
Charlie Van Canneyt, 1972 
Arctic EXT.

Cutter – Carye Moore, 
Onalaska, Wis. 1971 Ski 
Doo Elan and Slay

Rat  s led – Case 
Zachariason,  Detroi t 
Lakes, 1970 Snow Pony 
Min Mater

Fan Favorite – George, 
Nick, Jack, and Dylan 
Novak, Beer Buggy.

Just Plain Cool – Scott 
Gilette, Stacy, 1963 Hus 
Ski.

Favorite Classic – 
Darren Rutledge, New 
London, Polaris TX 500 
LTD.

from Northeast Range 
High School in Babbitt and 
Alison Poppler from Ely 
Memorial High School, to 
read statements about the 
upcoming musical. 

At the city council 
meeting, Milton read, 
“Today a proclamation is 
to be made. But first I will 
provide a brief background 
to help frame the content 

to follow. I encourage you 
to take the opportunity to 
reflect on its significance 
both to our school and to 
our community.”

“The ‘United States of 
Frozen’ is a groundbreak-
ing competition sponsored 
by Educational Theatre 
Assoc ia t ion ,  Disney 
Theatrical Group, and 
Music Theatre International 

that aims to promote inclu-
sive and diverse high school 
theatre programs using the 
theme: “Love Is an Open 
Door.”

“We are two students 
that are representing the 
inclusivity and collabo-
ration between our two 
schools to bring Disney’s 
‘Frozen the Broadway 
Musical’ to the stage,” con-

tinued Poppler, speaking 
to the council. “We would 
also encourage any group, 
organization, club, busi-
ness, churches, or artists 
and dreamers, to embrace 
the theme of ‘Love is an 
open door.’ We ask that any 
project completed would 
have photos and written 
explanation sent to Mr. 
Rouse at his school email 

address: mrouse@ely.k12.
mn.us.”

“The project informa-
tion will then be forwarded 
to the Disney Corporation. 
We are so excited to have 
you join us on our journey 
to Arenedelle!”

After the two students 
read their statements, the 
Mayor read the proclama-
tion, part of which read, 

“Until the final performance 
is completed, the curtain 
falls, the last smudges of 
makeup washed away, and 
the lights turned off – that 
this (will) be: The Year of 
Frozen here in Ely.”

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

Left: A racer pilots his 
Polaris TX toward the 
finish line. 

photo by D. Colburn



REGIONAL- A ready 
source of county-level 
COVID information is 
headed into the history 
books as the St. Louis 
County Public Health De-
partment has closed down 
its COVID-19 dashboard 
website.

The online dashboard 
provided data on cases, 
transmission rates, and 
trends for use by schools, 
medical professionals, 
and citizens wanting to 
make informed decisions 
in response to the pan-
demic. But with commu-
nity levels of COVID re-
maining low for the past 
three months, with usage 
of the site declining, and 
with public health em-
ployees transitioning to 
more traditional services 
and the federal COVID 
emergency ending in 
May, the dashboard is a 
tool that had fulfilled its 
purpose.

“Providing local data 
and assisting in the inter-
pretation of that data is a 
core public health role, 
and it has been a core role 
in the pandemic in a real-
ly new way,” said Linnea 
Mirsch, Public Health and 
Human Services Director. 
“There were many times 
that our local data and 
our confidence in it and 
my ability to share it was 
really critical to local de-
cisions.”

While the data used 
to populate the dashboard 
was collected and dissem-
inated by the Minnesota 
Department of Health’s 
surveillance and data col-
lection system, St. Louis 

County personnel shaped 
how that information was 
presented to the public. 
A unique feature of the 
dashboard was the break-
out of COVID data on a 
regional basis so that, for 
example, North Country 
residents could see how 
the pandemic was affect-
ing their area versus how 
it was affecting Duluth.

And as the pandemic 
shifted and changed, so, 
too, did the dashboard, 
providing more detailed 
looks at such things as 
the prevalence of partic-
ular variants in the coun-
ty. In recent months the 
format and reporting has 
become more simplified 
as health officials honed 
in on the most relevant 
indicators of the preva-
lence of COVID in com-
munities. And in the end, 
changes eventually led to 
the decision to terminate 
the dashboard. For exam-
ple, with the increase in 
at-home COVID testing, 
case numbers provided 
on the dashboard became 
less informative about 
actual COVID activity in 
the county.

“It became so easy 
as barriers were removed 
to getting tested, and the 
data we had were only 
the lab-confirmed tests,” 
Mirsch said. “The value 
and usefulness for inter-
pretation of that kind of 
information for our dash-
board was really chang-
ing, and we kept asking 
what’s valuable, what will 
be an ongoing resource to 
our community?”

The answer to those 
questions can be found 
in the replacement for 
the dashboard, something 

that the public health 
department is calling a 
“story map.” The story 
map recounts three years 
of COVID response in-
volving county staff and 
countless community 
partners, as well as high-
lighting key pandemic 
statistics.

A sampling of the 
information summarized 
within St. Louis County 
during the last three years 
includes:

 Documentation of 
60,000+ laboratory-con-
firmed cases, 3,000+ hos-
pitalizations, and 600+ 
deaths.

 St. Louis County 
administered more than 
48,000 vaccines at 640 
clinics.

 More than 70 com-
munity partners provided 
space to host those clin-
ics.

 86 volunteers 
through MN Responds 
donated more than 9,300 
hours of service at vacci-
nation clinics.

 Two infection con-
trol specialists contracted 
by the county provided 
consultations to 487 orga-
nizations including long-
term care/skilled nursing 
facilities, childcare cen-
ters, camps, large events, 
community clubs, and 
businesses.

 County staff dis-
tributed 160,000 pieces 
of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) to 83 
different community part-
ners.

 The county es-
tablished eight isolation/
quarantine sites to serve 
people experiencing 
homelessness who need-
ed a safe place to recov-

er, isolate, or await test 
results.

But the story map 
serves a purpose beyond 
recounting the many pan-
demic-related activities 
that occurred. The collect-
ed information and stories 
will serve to inform the 
county’s response to any 
future major public health 
crisis that could arise, 
Mirsch said.

And for those who 
want to continue to track 
county-level COVID 
data, the story map web-
page has links to ongoing 
reporting from MDH and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control.

“Our value was add-
ing ways for the data 
to be meaningful to our 
communities and our 
partners throughout the 
pandemic,” Mirsch said. 
“The majority of the data 
is still available via CDC 
or MDH. It’s a matter of 
getting used to a different 
way to access it.”

Mirsch noted that 
people shouldn’t take the 
dashboard shutdown as a 
meaningful predictor of 
the direction of the pan-
demic, and that people 
would do well to continue 
to be aware of COVID in-
formation.

“It’s really just look-
ing at our resources and 
constraints and what data 
is publicly available,” she 
said. “It’s just time to re-
move the redundancy.”

To view the coun-
ty’s COVID story map, 
go to https://www.st-
l o u i s c o u n t y m n . g o v /
departments-a-z/pub-
lic-health-human-ser-
v i c e s / p u b l i c - h e a l t h /
covid-19.

John J. Braun 
John Joseph Braun, 

62, of Ely, passed away 
peacefully at his home on 
Thursday, March 2, 2023. 
Services will be held 
while John’s family is in 
Ely for the Braun family’s 
annual Christmas cele-
bration in July. Visitation 
will be at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, July 14 at St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church in 
Ely, followed by a Funer-
al Mass at 11 a.m., buri-
al and lunch. Funeral ar-
rangements are entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

He is survived by 
his wife, Robin Doran 
Braun; parents, Bill and 
Georgia Braun; moth-
er-in law, Helen Huovin-
en; siblings, Mary Carol 
(Chris) Peterson of Flor-
ida, Tom (Debi) Braun 
of Oregon, Mike (Chris) 
Braun of Ely, Cindy Ku-
har of Minneapolis, Beth 
(Kelly) Patterson of Okla-
homa, Cecilia (Randy) 
Bennett and Peter (Karen) 
Braun, both of Wiscon-
sin, and Cathy Braun of 
Ely; brother-in-law, Mike 
(March) Doran of Ten-
nessee; sister-in-law, Ann 
(Jeff) Reese of Kentucky; 
foreign exchange sister, 
Diana Butterworth of Par-
aguay; and many nieces, 
nephews and godchildren.

Joseph Shanor 
Joseph Shanor, 84, 

of Angora, passed away 
on Monday, March 13, 
2023, in Grand Rapids. 
The family would like to 
express their deepest grat-
itude for the care provid-
ed by the staff at The Em-
eralds of Grand Rapids 
and Moments Hospice. At 
Joe’s request, no funeral 
or memorial services are 
planned. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

He is survived by 
his twin brother, Gene 
(Ruth); daughters, Nan-
cy (Chuck) McNeil, Patti 
Alt and Barbara (Blair) 
Carlson; grandchildren, 
Andrew (Rochelle), Joe 
(Karen), Cullen, Devlin, 
Chaz (Adam), Reed 
(Steph), Riley, Keenan 
(Mina) and Eliana; four 
great-grandchildren; and 
many nieces and neph-
ews. 

Virginia S. Stahnke
Virginia Sue Stahnke, 

74, of Crane Lake, passed 
away on Saturday, March 
18, 2023. Services are 
pending with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home of Cook.

PANDEMIC END?

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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 Obituaries and Death 

County retires COVID dashboard
In its place, website looks back at three years of COVID response

Read us 
online at

timberjay.com
check out 

our e-edition

to a....A Newspaper That Isn’t
Afraid To Tell It Like It Is

218.753.2950 • Timberjay.com

REAL NEWS
Week after week, the Timberjay brings...
top-notch reporting,
hard-hitting editorials,
local features, sports,
and the area’s best
outdoors coverage
to thousands of
readers in
northeastern
Minnesota. 

Subscribe Today By Phone or Online!
414 Main St, Tower • PO Box 636

ELY- “I didn’t know what to expect,” said End of the Road Film Festival director Jacob White, “but the turnout was amazing!”
Ely’s very first film festival, running concurrently with the Ely Winter Festival and the Ely ArtWalk, was a huge success. “We sold out a ton of screenings,” White enthused, “and all the screenings had good attendance.”“The community support was awesome,” said White. “All the filmmakers who could attend want to come back. They loved Ely for 

its welcome, its graciousness, and its excitement that this kind of event could come to town.”
The final numbers for ticket sales and attendance aren’t avail-able yet, but the film fest’s initial compilation of its feedback survey indicates that approximately 40 percent of the movie-goers were 

 Contact The Timberjay
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editor@timberjay.com
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Fire destroys Crane Lake home... See /3 
Raising awareness of trafficking... See /12
More on PFAS and fish... See /4B
Snowmobile Hot Spots...See /5B

CITY OF TOWER
ARTS AND THE ECONOMY

the

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

Council challenges claims 
by Greenwood official

Ely’s Historic State Theater packed for most showings

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

SNOWSHOES, TENTS, STOVES, SLEEPING BAGS, PULK SLEDS, SKIIS 

Winter Camping Rentals Available
HUGE MENS & WOMENS CLOTHING SALE

PARTY TIME Park Service remains 
mum on incident

See...WITNESSES pg. 9

Letter roils 
ongoing 
ambulance 
dispute

See..COUNCIL pg. 9

See...FESTIVAL pg. 10

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Film festival a 
major success

VOYAGEURS NP

Witnesses 
mystified 
by tasing

TOWER— Despite a lengthy agenda, members of the city council here spent considerable time at their monthly meeting taking issue with a divisive letter to the editor written by a member of the Greenwood Town Board.
“I really don’t think the comments were valid,” said Tower Mayor Dave Setterberg, who characterized the letter from Rick Stoehr as “a primary example of misinformation.”Stoehr wrote his broadside pur-portedly in response to criticism by members of the Tower Area Ambulance Service (TAAS) of the recent study produced by McGrath Consulting. Stoehr’s complaint, however,  appeared to leave members of the city council scratching their heads. 

“Our position has always been very supportive,” said Setterberg, noting that the city and TAAS had pro-vided information whenever requested by McGrath. “In fact, we had hoped we might be able to glean something from the study that would help us.”

TOWER- Students and teach-ers at Tower-Soudan Elementary found a way to mix fun and learn-ing, while taking advantage of a couple of milestones.
Tuesday marked both the 100th day of school this year as well as Valentine’s Day, so there was more than one reason to make it a fun day at school, while encour-aging kids to read and ponder the importance of friendships. 

The teachers first laid out the challenge— to read 100 books to mark 100 days, a challenge 

it turned out didn’t take the 80 students at the school that long. While the younger kids are 

An annual event and a milestone give students reason to celebrate

See...PARTY pg. 10

Top: Karmina Chosa, with her heart glasses, shows off her Valentine’s Day loot.

Right: Third-grader Sherrie Peters focuses intently on her contribution toward the school’s goal of reading 100 books on Tuesday in honor of the 100th day of school. 

REGIONAL- A South Dakota couple whose rental houseboat ran aground in Voyageurs National Park last summer is still at a loss to explain what led two park rangers to board a service boat operated by Justin Ebel and then tase the local business owner twice.  
Steve and Fran, who asked that their last name not be used, had long dreamed of such a trip after having first visited VNP over 30 years ago.“I don’t remember exactly what year it was, but it was when we had one child instead of two, when we were up there, and we rented a cabin and a 

Right: The inaugural year of the End of the Road Film Festival packed the seats of Ely’s Historic State Theater, with many films selling out.
photo by C. Ellerbroek

photos by J. Summit

seriously...you should subscribe

Over the past quarter century, the Timberjay
has built a national reputation for the
quality and tenacity of its investigative
reporting.



Legal Secretary (Virginia)
$18.69 - $25.27 Hourly  

Apply by 04/03/23

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  3/24
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EMPLOYMENT

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   ($4,000 sign-on 
bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
    (Wage starting at $14.53/hr.)

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$36.22/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$36.22/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Environmental Services
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping 
   and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
   $15.03/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
$15.03/hr)
Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 
     $24.08/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

Legal notices are online each week at timberjay.com and at
https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

We’re hiring!

Seasonal Retail Staff: 
Summer 2023

Full and Part-time positions available 
April-October. Flexible work schedule.

Apply in-person, online application at 
www.piragis.com or send a resume 

         to jay@piragis.com     

Customer Service Team

30+  hours per week; seasonal, with potential 
for year-round. Duties include assisting cus-
tomers over the phone, receiving merchan-
dise, fulfilling orders, etc. Ideal applicants are 
self-motivated, organized, detail-oriented, and 
able to multi-task. For more information or to 
submit a resume, email orders@piragis.com, 
call (218) 365-6745, or stop by the store at 105 
N Central Avenue.   tfn

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts
plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.

Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak
Open Every Day  6 am - 9 pm 

piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

ATV, Snowmobile, & Small Engine 
Service Technician Wanted
 Lossing’s Power Sports is hiring for a full 
time service technician role, based in Babbitt. 
Opportunity to be trained in Ski-Doo and Can-
Am systems. Email Derek@lossings.com.  3/24

CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to
be able to identify the true 
owner of a business.
Assumed Name: Northlands 
Roll-off
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 6413 Dusek Rd., 
Floodwood, MN 55736 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S): Above 

Summit Construction Services 
LLC, 6413 Dusek Rd., 
Floodwood, MN 55736 USA

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as 
the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is 

true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing 
this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as 
if I had signed this document 
under oath.

Dated: March 9, 2023
SIGNED BY: Dakoda Hudak

Published in the Timberjay, 
March 17 & 24, 2023

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Temporary PT Custodian
2022-2023 school year

Qualifications include:
 High school diploma, with post-secondary 
training in facility maintenance preferred
 Ability to read basic operating instructions 
and write reports
 Demonstrate aptitude for successful com-
pletion of the tasks assigned
 Such alternatives to the above qualifications 
as the supervisor, administration, and board 
finds appropriate and acceptable
 Prior work experience demonstrating pos-
itive and effective interpersonal skills in the 
work place
 Demonstrated ability to perform assigned 
tasks without direct supervision

Essential Functional Capacities:
 Ability to lift a minimum of 50 pounds
 Ability to climb ladders (at least 10 feet)
 Ability to withstand heights (up to 30 feet)
 Ability to climb 3 flights of stairs in 1 minute
 Pass physical exam per doctor’s statement
 Visual and auditory acuity, corrected or 
non-corrected, at standard levels as estab-
lished by appropriate medical standards
 Any other qualifications as deemed appro-
priate by the school board

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 2 letters of recommendation
 Background check required

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St. Ely, MN 
55731 or email lwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us 

Dates of employment: March 30, 2023 through 
June 5, 2023

Starting Rate of Pay: $20.42/hour
 
Hours: 4 hours/day, 5 days/week, student con-
tact days (3:00-7:00 p.m.)

Application review to begin March 30, 2023; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, March 17 & 24, 2023

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CITY OF ORR (Owner)
ORR, MINNESOTA

AIRPORT FUEL SYSTEM 
General Notice

City of Orr (Owner) is 
requesting Bids for the 

construction of the 
following Project:

Airport Fuel System 
226007

Bids for the construction of 
the Project will be received 
by Bollig Inc on behalf of the 
City of Orr until    10:30 a.m. 
local time April 18, 2023, at 
which time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and 
read at the Bollig Inc office, 
1700 Technology Drive NE, 
Suite 124, Willmar, MN 56201. 
The Bid opening is also avail-
able via Zoom at the follow-
ing link:  https://bollig.zoom.
us/j/87885063222?pwd=Sn-
hseVV6c1RUNTFLcVVsWUh-
JUy82UT09; 
Meeting ID: 878 8506 3222; 
Passcode: 040236.  

The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work:
Removing existing fuel sys-
tem, Installing new fuel sys-
tem with concrete foundation 
and slab, 500 square feet of 
striping
Bids are requested for the fol-
lowing Contract: Airport Fuel 
System

Obtaining the Bidding 
Documents
Information and Bidding 
Documents for the Project 
can be purchased online at: 
www.bollig-engineering.com 
under the bidding tab through 
the designated website 
QuestCDN.com for $40.
Bidding Documents may be 
downloaded from the desig-
nated website. Prospective 
Bidders are urged to register 
with the designated website as 
a plan holder, even if Bidding 
Documents are obtained from 
a plan room or source other 
than the designated website 
in either electronic or paper 
format. The designated web-
site will be updated period-
ically with addenda, lists of 
registered plan holders, 
reports, and other information 
relevant to submitting a Bid 
for the Project. All official noti-
fications, addenda, and other 
Bidding Documents will be 
offered only through the desig-
nated website. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Documents, 

including addenda, if any, 
obtained from sources other 
than the designated website.

The Issuing Office for the 
Bidding Documents is:
Bollig Inc
1700 Technology Drive NE, 
Suite 124
Willmar, MN 56201

Prospective Bidders may 
obtain or examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing 
Office on Monday through 
Friday between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
and may obtain copies of the 
Bidding Documents from the 
Issuing Office as described 
below. Partial sets of Bidding 
Documents will not be avail-
able from the Issuing Office. 
Neither Owner nor Engineer 
will be responsible for full 
or partial sets of Bidding 
Documents, including adden-
da, if any, obtained from 
sources other than the Issuing 
Office.

Printed copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be obtained 
from the Issuing Office by 
paying a deposit of $100.00 
for each set. Bidders who 
return full sets of the Bidding 
Documents in good condition 
within 10 days after receipt of 
Bids will receive a full refund. 
Non-Bidders, and Bidders who 
obtain more than one set of 
the Bidding Documents, will 
receive a refund of $60 for 
documents returned in good 
condition within the time limit 
indicated above. Make deposit 
checks for Bidding Documents 
payable to Bollig Inc.

Pre-bid Conference
A Pre-bid Conference will not 
be held for this project.

Instructions to Bidders
For all further requirements 
regarding bid submittal, qual-
ifications, procedures, and 
contract award, refer to the 
Instructions to Bidders that 
are included in the Bidding 
Documents.

This Advertisement is 
issued by:
Owner: City of Orr
By: Cheri Carter
Title: City Clerk/Treasurer 
Date: March 24, 2023

Published in the Timberjay, 
March 24, 31 & April 7, 2023

 

 

Maintenance Technician/Public Works Assistant. The City of Cook 
(pop. 534) is seeking a qualified individual for this key position.  Cook, 
located in St. Louis County, and considered the western gateway to 
Lake Vermilion, is a community with many opportunities and amenities.  
Minimum qualifications include: Class B Commercial Driver’s License, 
High School Diploma or GED, ability to obtain required Water and 
Wastewater Licensing, and three years of relevant experience per the 
job description.  Key areas of responsibility include:  daily/seasonal 
operations, streets and parks, water and wastewater systems, 
operation and maintenance of public works equipment/machinery, and 
maintenance and repair of the city’s buildings and grounds. Hiring 
Range: $17.52 to $23.57city 

 (DOQ) and full-time employee benefit package.  In addition to the base 
wage, the position is currently eligible for two types of premium pay. 

TO APPLY:  visit www.cookmn.us; or, call Cook City Hall at 218-666-
2200. Position will remain open until filled.   

 

 



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Closed Weekends

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Find It
Here

Advertise 
Here

One Low 
Price  

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Volunteer 
Opportunity! 

Do you care about your community and 
want to help kids succeed in school? 

Volunteers in Education (VinE) is looking for tutors to help 
K-8 students with reading, math, and other content areas. 
VinE currently serves North Woods School (Cook), NE Range 
School (Babbitt), Tower/Soudan School (Tower), Mt. Iron/Buhl 
School (Mt. Iron), and Cherry School (Iron).

Please call or email VinE if you are interested:
218-404-5742   •   teresad@vine-mn.org     3/24
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ELY- Ely-Bloomen-
son Community Hospital 
will be getting three new 
ultrasound devices, two 
of them portable, thanks 
to a $285,654 grant from 
The Leona M. and Harry 
B. Helmsley Charitable 
Trust.

The award, an-
nounced Tuesday, is part 
of a $26.4 million ultra-
sound initiative in Min-
nesota undertaken by the 
Helmsley Trust to help 
hospitals and health cen-
ters purchase ultrasound 
imaging devices and boost 
sonography and point-of-
care ultrasound training 
across the state.

Ely-Bloomenson will 
receive one fixed GE ul-
trasound device and two 
MindRay point-of-care 
portable ultrasounds 
through the initiative.

“Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital 
(EBCH) is extremely 
thankful for the opportu-
nity to once again work 
with the Leona M. and 
Harry B. Helmsley Char-
itable Trust. They have 
provided many incredible 
opportunities throughout 
the years so that we can 
improve our technology 
here at EBCH. Their most 
recent ultrasound proj-
ect is no exception,” said 
EBCH CEO Patti Banks.

Ultrasound uses 
high-frequency sound 

waves to produce imag-
es of structures inside the 
body. This safe, cost-ef-
fective tool supports oth-
er clinical information to 
help providers make time-
ly diagnoses and provide 
appropriate treatment.

Walter Panzirer, a 
Trustee for the Helmsley 
Charitable Trust, said the 
grants will help improve 
access to exceptional 
medical treatment for all 
Minnesotans, whether 
they live in the heart of 
Minneapolis or a smaller 
rural or underserved com-
munity.

“Our hospitals and 
health centers need to 
stay current with rapidly 
advancing technology so 
they can continue to pro-
vide top-notch healthcare 
close to home,” Panzir-
er said. “These grants 
help ensure that facilities 
across Minnesota have 
the latest and greatest ul-
trasound equipment and 
training.”

More than half of the 
196 devices purchased 
through the grants (109) 
are POCUS machines 
used by providers at the 
bed or tableside for imme-
diate patient assessment 
to determine a course of 
action quickly. The grants 
will also provide 69 gen-
eral ultrasound systems 
and 18 cardiovascular ul-
trasound systems, which 

aid in imaging of the heart.
The training grants in-

clude more than $917,000 
to the Minnesota Rural 
Health Association to sup-
port sonographer training, 
more than $1 million to 
expand St. Cloud Tech-
nical and Community 
College’s sonography 
program, and nearly $6.2 
million to the Minnesota 
Academy of Family Phy-
sicians Foundation which 
will partner with High 

Quality Medical Educa-
tion (HQMEDED) to pro-
vide portable sonography 
training across the state.
About the Helmsley 
Charitable Trust 

The Leona M. and 
Harry B. Helmsley Char-
itable Trust aspires to im-
prove lives by supporting 
exceptional efforts in the 
U.S. and around the world 
in health and select place-
based initiatives. Since 

beginning active grant-
making in 2008, Helmsley 
has committed more than 
$3.5 billion for a wide 
range of charitable pur-
poses.

Helmsley’s Rural 
Healthcare Program funds 
innovative projects that 
use information technol-
ogies to connect rural 
patients to emergency 
medical care, bring the 
latest medical therapies to 
patients in remote areas, 

and provide state-of-the-
art training for rural hos-
pitals and EMS personnel. 
To date, this program has 
awarded more than $600 
million to organizations 
and initiatives in the states 
of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Wyo-
ming, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Montana, and Nevada. 
For more information, 
visit www.helmsleytrust.
org.

Ely hospital gets $285,000 grant for ultrasound equipment

The new ultrasound machines will give hospital staff more options for patient treatment. submitted

JOB TRAINING

SAGINAW- The 
Northeast Regional Cor-
rections Center (NERCC), 
which completed its new 
meat processing facility 
last fall, now has attained 
the necessary authoriza-
tions to open a retail store 
to sell meat to the public, 
marking the end of the de-
cade-long project.

The new retail store is 
open Monday-Thursday, 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
NERCC, 6102 Abraham-
son Road in Saginaw. Be-
ginning May 1, the store’s 
schedule will expand to be 
open Monday-Saturday. 
The store offers a variety 

of poultry, beef, pork and 
sausage, all cut and pre-
pared on site by NERCC 
residents as part of a job 
training program.

The state legislature 
assisted NERCC through 
three separate bonding 
bills – in 2015, 2017 and 
2020 – to fund the new 
meat processing facility. 
The previous meat fa-
cilities were built in the 
1940s and no longer were 
up to code.

To open the retail 
meat shop, the NERCC 
needed additional permits 
from the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture, 

the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and other 
agencies. That process is 
now complete.

“The meat processing 
program has been a good 
service for our residents, 
teaching skills and setting 

them up for a future career 
when they leave here,” 
said Wally Kostich, ARC 
Executive Director, in a 
statement. “Now, with the 
addition of the retail store, 
we are able to make this 
program a service to our 

community, as well, by 
offering for sale quality 
meats freshly processed 
and prepared right here on 
site.”

NERCC is part of 
the Arrowhead Regional 
Corrections system and 

has operated as a “work 
farm that works” since the 
1930s. It operates a 136-
bed facility on a 3,200-
acre working farm that 
produces chickens, tur-
keys and pigs, along with 
flowers, vegetables, hay 
and barley. It also offers 
programs that teach car-
pentry, food service, ani-
mal husbandry, mechanics 
and maintenance skills. 
Its model of work training 
increases an individual’s 
odds of finding employ-
ment upon release and re-
ducing recidivism rates. 

NERCC is operated 
by Arrowhead Regional 
Corrections, a joint pow-
ers agency providing cor-
rectional services to Carl-
ton, Cook, Koochiching, 
Lake and St. Louis Coun-
ties.

Northeast Regional Corrections Center opens meat retail store
New job training program 
addresses statewide shortage of 
meat processors,  store offers 
quality, freshly-prepared meats

QUIT PAYING TOO MUCH FOR

COMMERCIAL PRINTING!
The Timberjay provides the area’s highest
quality and best prices on all types of printing.

Northeastern Minne
sota

Real Estate

n RESIDENTIAL n LAKESHORE n COMMERCIAL

n HUNTING & RECREATI
ON PROPERTY

n HUNDREDS OF LISTING
S OF AVAILABLE PROPE

RTIES ACROSS NE MINNESOTA

FREE

JULY/AUGUST 2012

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE 

Find the perfect sp
ot

for your family...

Call us today!   
The Timberjay • 218-753-2950

For affordable commercial printing

• Business cards
• Business brochures and

promotional items
• Newsletters
• Forms and letterheads

See us for full-color,
glossy resort brochures!

Take advantage of the Timberjay’s
professional design services and save big
over any of the competition.

You’ll be surprised at how much you can save!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/19/2023 North

ORDER TODAY
& RECEIVE A

$100 GIFT CARD

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. 3-year price guarantee 
requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core 
programming, local networks, and equipment. Early termination fee of $20/mo. 
remaining applies if you cancel early. Offer ends 4/12/23. 99% signal reliability 
based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions. 
*Thursday Night Football: Internet connected Hopper and a Prime Video subscription required.

A TV PRICE YOU CAN RELY ON

3-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

A TV Price you can rely on
- only from DISH

ONLY FROM DISH

1-855-562-4309Call us now!

*Restrictions Apply

3-Year TV Price Guarantee

Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone from
NFL Network

99% Signal Reliability, now
backed by our Reliability
Guarantee



HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

THINK SPRING!....
Seeds For Birds
Traeger Grills
Paint & Stain
Potting Soil
AND MORE!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Roof Melt &
Ice Melting Pucks 

$26.99 14 lb. pail

For the long Winter!

while supplies last

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)741-1515

www.netitle.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950 or www.timberjay.com

ATTORNEY

Call about the 30% tax credit!

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

You Take Pride
in Your Home.

We Take Pride in Helping You Keep It Beautiful.

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

Kitchen & Bath • Flooring Products
Window Treatments

Home Decor & Accents

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/19/2023 North

ORDER TODAY
& RECEIVE A

$100 GIFT CARD

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. 3-year price guarantee 
requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core 
programming, local networks, and equipment. Early termination fee of $20/mo. 
remaining applies if you cancel early. Offer ends 4/12/23. 99% signal reliability 
based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions. 
*Thursday Night Football: Internet connected Hopper and a Prime Video subscription required.

A TV PRICE YOU CAN RELY ON

3-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

A TV Price you can rely on
- only from DISH

ONLY FROM DISH

1-855-562-4309Call us now!

*Restrictions Apply

3-Year TV Price Guarantee

Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone from
NFL Network

99% Signal Reliability, now
backed by our Reliability
Guarantee

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com
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ORR
Remax
4549 Hwy. 53, Orr • 218-757-3233
Lumber Orr Hardware
Hwy. 53, Orr • 218-757-3142
Pelican Bay Foods
Your handy grocery store on Hwy. 53.
Orr Muni
Hwy. 53 in downtown Orr
Park State Bank-Orr
4539 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-757-0121
COOK
Waschke Family Chevrolet
Sales & Service
Cook Building Center
We’re at your service.
North Star Credit Union
We take pride in our service.
1st National Bank
Our specialty: money!
McDonald’s-Cook
101 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0077
Park State Bank-Cook
128 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0393
Barb Hegg-Vermilion Land Office
210 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-6183
Zup’s Grocery-Cook
Open seven days a week!
201 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0205
Cook VFW
206 1st St SW, Cook • 218-666-0500

TOWER/SOUDAN
Tower-Soudan Agency
Your Independent Agent
Soudan Store
Open daily!
Frandsen Bank-Tower
Main St, Tower • 218-753-6100
Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tower’s great convenience store.
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”
218-753-4311
Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St, Tower • 218-753-3422
Vermilion Park Inn
30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2330
Lamppa Manufacturing
9501 Hwy 135, Tower • 218-753-2330
Zup’s Grocery-Tower
Open seven days a week!
315 Main St, Tower • 218-753-2725
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors
602 Main St, Tower • 218-753-4071

ELY
Dee’s Bar
17 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-3896
Frandsen Bank-Ely
102 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-6121
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Your local hardware headquarters.
48 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-365-3129

Piragis
105 N Central Ave, Ely • 218-365-6745
Ely Auto
1614 E Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994
“All your car service needs.”
Potluck Modern & Vintage 
101 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-235-6135
Grand Ely Lodge-
Evergreen Restaurant
400 N Pioneer Rd, Ely • 218-365-6565
Zup’s Grocery-Ely
303 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-3188
Ely Flower & Seed
Spring planting is right around the corner!
Range Cenex-Ely
For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Wintergreen Northern Wear
205 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-6233.

BABBITT
Range Cenex-Babbitt
For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Zup’s Grocery-Babbitt
31 Central, Babbitt • 218-827-3561

EMBARRASS
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”
218-984-3501

Last Day to enter is Wed., April 5

Enter Our FREE
Easter Shopping Give-Away!

Enter to win when you visit 
any of these businesses.

A FREE
$25 Zup’s

Gift Card
will be given away

at each store.*
Winners at Orr businesses will receive

a $25 Gift Certificate to Pelican Bay Foods

Sponsored by the businesses below, The Timberjay, Pelican Bay Foods and Zup’s Grocery Stores

Shop Zup’s & Pelican Bay Foods
for Your Easter Dining Needs

Zup’s Stores in Ely, Babbitt, Tower and Cook
Pelican Bay Foods Store in Orr

38 chances to win!
DRAWINGS HELD APRIL 5
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