
REGIONAL- The details 
of a controversial incident last 
summer during which an Ash 
River business owner was 
tased twice by law enforcement 
officials at Voyageurs National 
Park have come into clearer 
focus as a result of a Timberjay 
investigation. That investiga-
tion includes an extended inter-
view with Justin Ebel, owner of 

Ebel Voyageurs Houseboats, 
who broke seven months of 
attorney-advised silence to 
speak to the Timberjay about 
the incident this week.

The Timberjay has also 
obtained probable cause state-
ments created by law enforce-
ment officials as the basis for 
their actions and five citations 
that they issued against Ebel 
after the encounter on Lake 
Kabetogama.

Saturday, June 25 was a 

windy one on Kabetogama, 
with gusts reaching 25-30 
mph, Ebel recalls. Record flood 
levels in the Rainy River basin 
were declining, and the reced-
ing waters meant rocks that had 
been deeply submerged were 
becoming potential hazards 
for boaters. Ebel said he and 
other lake recreation busi-
ness owners had contacted 
Voyageurs National Park about 
two weeks prior requesting that 
efforts be stepped up to place 

markers for these emerging 
hazards.

Early that afternoon, calls 
began coming into the Ebel’s 
Voyageurs Houseboats office 
that one of their houseboats 
had run aground on a rock near 
the Ash River Visitor Center. 
According to the probable 
cause statements written by a 
Ranger Steve Pederson, one of 
two VNP enforcement rangers 

ST. PAUL— Public health advo-
cates are facing a new and unexpected 
adversary in their efforts to prevent 
young people from smoking— former 
state Sen. Tom Bakk.

B a k k ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d 
Minnesota’s Third District for more 
than two decades, recently joined the 
stable of lobbyists maintained by Altria 
Client Services LLC, the legal arm of 
the Altria Group, the parent company 
of Phillip-Morris. 

Despite its name change, Altria 
remains one 
of the world’s 
largest produc-
ers and market-
ers of tobacco, 
cigarettes, and 
related prod-
u c t s .  T h e y 
m a i n t a i n  a 
sizable pres-
ence at the state 
Capitol, with 
ten registered 
lobbyists, Bakk 
being the most recent. 

State law requires that lobbyists 
register with the Minnesota Campaign 
Finance Board (CFB), which is how 
word of Bakk’s hiring trickled out of 
St. Paul. Bakk’s filing with the CFB 
lists Altria as his only client. 
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Top: Paul Sires and Patrick Knudson with 
Ely-based Rock Country Masonry discuss next steps 
on their snow sculpture, the Rock Country Castle. 

Below: An eager beaver looks to have chopped down 
a tree in this creative sculpture by Tara and Kevin 
Boerst and Beth Ohlhauser. 

Left: A kitty tractor attracts some onlookers.
photos by C. Clark

CITY OF ELY

Council 
condemns 
mineral 
withdrawal

ELY- It was standing room only 
at the city council meeting here on 
Tuesday as residents on both sides 
of the long-simmering copper-nickel 
mining debate weighed in on the 
council’s expected response to the 
recently-approved 20-year mineral 
withdrawal, a federal decision that puts 
the planned Twin Metals proposal on 
life support. 

At issue was a council proposal 
to send a letter of opposition to the 
withdrawal decision to the Biden 
administration, which announced the 
action Jan. 26. 

The majority who spoke to the 

EE expo at VCS... EE expo at VCS... See /See /1212



ELY – On Saturday, 
Feb. 18 everyone 21 and 
over is encouraged to stop 
by Mike’s Liquors for 
the Earth Rider Brewery 
beer-tasting event to be 
held from 3 to 6 p.m.  The 
WolfTrack Classic crew 
will be there handing out 
race information.  Race 
Director, Ellen Cashman 
says, “It’s not too late to 
be a mile marker spon-
sor for $100.00 or make a 
$30.00 donation to the race 
and take home a limited 
edition, signed ‘Northern 
Night - Aurora Borealis’ 
print.”

On Friday evening, 
Feb. 24, Timber Trail 
Lodge will host a volunteer 
meet and greet event.  All 
volunteers and sponsors 
are welcome.  There will 
be a bonfire, hot beverages, 
light snacks, and outdoor 
winter fun.  

On Saturday, Feb. 25, 
mushers and their teams 
will start arriving in Ely and 
begin final preparations for 
Sunday’s race.  At 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, the teams will 
assemble in the Minnesota 
North College – Vermilion 
campus parking lot.  This is 
the first opportunity for the 
public to meet these beau-
tiful and energetic rock star 
athletes and their mushers.  
The college’s Wilderness 
Club will provide an all-
you-can eat spaghetti din-
ner from 4-7:30 pm in the school 
cafeteria.  Tickets are available at 
the door for $10 per adult and $5 for 
youth.  The dinner is a fundraiser for 
the club.  Purse Sponsors, Sundog 
Sports and Timber Trail Lodge will 
be in attendance at the dinner. 

The WolfTrack Classic main 
event is Sunday, Feb. 26, featuring 
two mid-distance races.  There is a 
thirty-mile, six-dog race, and a fif-
ty-mile, eight-dog race.  The pub-
lic is welcome to attend; however, 
please leave pets home.  Spectator 
parking will open at 8 a.m. on the 
Old Airport Road parking lot.  Park-
ing will close at 8:45 am, or when 
the lot is full.  If the lot is full when 
you arrive, you will be directed to 
side street parking or the Ely Cham-

ber of Commerce parking lot. The 
recycling center is closed on race 
day.  

The teams leave the Ely Softball 
Complex on Old Airport Road (next 
to Forest Concrete Plant) at 9 a.m.  
The energy of the 420 dogs is a fren-
zy of high-pitched anticipation not 
to be missed.  The eight-dog teams 
hit the trail first, followed by the 
six-dog teams at two-minute inter-
vals until all teams are on the trail.  
Teams travel the Taconite Trail and 
return to the Ely start/finish area.  
Spectators won’t have to wait long 
before teams come across the finish 
line at noon.  While waiting, enjoy 
a cup of coffee or hot chocolate and 
a light breakfast snack while sup-
plies last, compliments of Midco 
Communication.  New this year will 

be three warming fires near the dog 
trucks, start-finish, and coffee area, 
also provided by Midco Communi-
cations.  Schulze Excavating is pro-
viding the firewood, and Dutchman 
Tree Service will keep those warm-
ing fires burning – thank you to both 
businesses for their support.  

The WolfTrack Classic is only 
possible with the generous support 
from area businesses, the communi-
ty, and volunteers.  The race will be 
live-streamed through iFan Sports.  
The link for the iFan channel will be 
available at WolfTrackClassic.com 
and on Facebook @WolfTrackClas-
sic.  Please remember to support the 
sponsors who support the race.
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 Community notices

YOUTH IN ACTION

Racial Justice Group meeting Sunday, Feb. 19
ELY – Ely’s newly formed Racial Justice Group 

(RJG) will meet at Ely Presbyterian Church at noon 
on Sunday, Feb. 19.

Meetings include a guided mindfulness activity 
and topical discussion. The RJG is currently reading 
Me & White Supremacy by Layla F. Saad. The group 
will read “Week One” for the upcoming meeting. 
Newcomers are welcome. Contact carolyndehnbos-
tel@gmail.com with any questions.

Valerie Myntti to speak at Sisu Heritage 
annual meeting Feb. 26

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. will hold its 
annual meeting on Sunday, Feb. 26 at 2 p.m. at Em-
barrass Town Hall. The guest speaker, Valerie Myntti, 
of Eagles Nest Lake Three, will be presenting,”The 
Philosophy and Development of the Finnish Co-ops” 
including her family’s memories of Co-op Point on 
Eagles Nest Lake One. This will be an interesting and 
personal piece of Finnish history on the Iron Range.

The public is cordially invited to join Sisu mem-
bers for the afternoon. A short business meeting will 
include committee reports, election of board mem-
bers, and presentation of the 2023 budget. Coffee an’ 
will be served and door prizes awarded. 

Sisu Heritage, Inc. is a nonprofit organization 
affiliated with the St. Louis County Historical Soci-
ety. Its mission is “to enhance the Embarrass region 
by preserving and sharing its unique culture, climate 
and history.” Memberships are $10 per year and can 
be renewed or purchased at the meeting, or by mail 
to Sisu Heritage, PO Box 71, Embarrass, MN 55732. 
Embarrass Town Hall is located at 7503 Levander 
Rd. Please call 218-984-3402 with any questions.

Embarrass Region Fair Association to 
hold annual meeting Feb. 16

EMBARRASS - The Embarrass Region Fair 
Association will host its annual meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 16, from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Timber Hall.

The agenda includes a State of the Association 
presentation, discussion of a revised governance for-
mat, and nominations for the 2023-24 ERFA Board 
of Directors. As part of the nominating process, we 
are seeking community-oriented individuals with a 
variety of skill sets who are interested in serving on 
the board. One of the most important qualifications 
is a commitment to see that Timber Hall and the 
Embarrass Region Fair Association continue to thrive 
and improve now and in the years to come. Direc-
tors serve a two-year term; they oversee and provide 
guidance and leadership for the Embarrass Region 
Fair Association. In addition, many volunteers are 
needed in non-leadership roles. 

All members of the Region are invited to partici-
pate and provide input for the ongoing administration 
of the Timber Hall, its property, and the annual Fair. 
Communities included are: Aurora, Babbitt, Biwabik, 
Breitung, Britt, Eagles Nest, Ely, Embarrass, Green-
wood, Hoyt Lakes, Kugler, Morse, Fall Lake, Palo, 
Pike, Sandy, Soudan, Tower, Vermilion Lake, Waasa, 
White, Winton, and Wuori. All members of our re-
gion are encouraged to attend. 

Vetarans On The Lake Resort to host 
"History in a Pint” Feb. 15 at 6 p.m. 

 DULUTH – Veterans Memorial Hall, a program 
of the St. Louis County Historical Society, announc-
es the next presentation of the local recurring history 
series, "History in a Pint" to be held in the dining hall 
at Veterans On The Lake Resort Feb. 15 at 6 p.m. 

The evening’s program topic will be ‘USMC 
SGT James Joseph Hubert’s Long Journey 
Home’ from WWII as told by his nephew Jay Hagen. 
Mr. Hagen is the Veterans Memorial Hall Program 
Manager and will be presenting all aspects of his 
uncle’s service & sacrifice, his 73 years MIA (Miss-
ing In Action), his eventual recovery and repatriation 
home to Duluth in 2017.  

The “History in a Pint” program series is present-
ed by Veterans Memorial Hall wherein a veteran, or 
a veteran’s story, is presented about their experiences 
serving in the military – all while enjoying an adult 
beverage, available for purchase. All are welcome to 
attend, learn, ask questions and join in the camara-
derie. Attendance is free of charge, but donations are 
always welcome.
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SPIN a YARN,
WEAVE a RAINBOW

FAMILY DISCOVERY DAY
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Ely Chamber of Commerce prepares 
for 2023 WolfTrack Classic  
Several pre-race events lead up to annual sled dog race on Feb. 26

Above: 
Eager 
canine ath-
letes race 
down the 
trail. 

On right: 
One musher 
and team 
head down 
the course 
that starts 
and finishes 
in Ely.

28th Annual YIA Conference Feb. 27
VIRGINIA - The 28th Annual 

Youth In Action (YIA) conference 
"Make a Difference 2023" will be 
held at the Iron Trail Motor Event 
Center from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 27.  The day's keynote 
speaker, Steve Fredlund will present 
"The Peeps in the Jeep on Our Epic 
Adventure."

The mission of the annual con-
ference is to strengthen, educate and 
inspire young people with the help 
of community partners to make a 
difference in their communities 
through leadership, advocacy, and 

service as well as to recruit, grow 
and promote the YIA program.  

More than 350 youth in grades 
7-12 from across St. Louis County 
will attend the conference that fea-
tures five workships presented by 
Youth in Action members from Mt. 
Iron-Buhl, Cherry, Northwoods, 
Hibbing and Marshall.

This year's keynote speaker, 
Steve Fredlund, is an award winning 
actuary, sought-after leadership 
coach and orgnaization catalyst with 
more than 30 years experience.  He 
is the founder of "Epic Life Revolu-

tion" and a two-time TEDx speaker 
on coaching.  

This year, YIA students will 
be incorporating a service project 
into their conference collectively 
between schools.  They will hold 
a needs drive to benefit Range Re-
gionial Animal Rescue.  Watch for 
more event details on the Youth In 
Action Facebook page and website 
@yiamn.org.  This event is support-
ed by St. Louis County and area 
businesses. 

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers



BLANDIN FOUNDATION

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

COOK Prime corner lot downtown Cook. Room 
for a new business and parking lot. MLS#144081 
$50,000
BAR/RESTAURANT This “turn-key” business op-
portunity includes business and 4,800 sq ft build-
ing for seating up to 150 people and 15 acres. 
Great location, minutes from ATV/snowmobile 
trails, golf course, Lake Vermilion and city of Cook. 
Call for more details! MLS#144140   $475,000
TOWER 2 BR, 2 BA, 2-stall garage. Features 
include updated kitchen, enclosed porch, and 
boathouse. Over 2,000 ft living space and 225 ft of 
Lake Vermilion frontage. MLS#144596  $615,000 
ANGORA Price reduced! Finish off this single 
level home the way you want. Exterior is mostly 
finished with the interior roughed in. Located on 10 
acres on a dead end road. MLS#144488 $110,000 
HIBBING 37 acres of undeveloped land near 
Cherry. Land is mostly high with Dempsey Creek 
running through it. Public lands border the proper-
ty to the North. MLS#144613 $45,000

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  
“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Pelican Lake-$239,000  Log sided lake cabin, 2 BR, 
1 BA on 1.5 acres with 260 ft of shoreline.  Sit on the 
deck and enjoy the Pelican Lake sunsets and big water 
views! Adjoins state land. MLS#144636
Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash River 
CIC. Each lot comes with shared community septic, 
shared water from central pumphouse and electric. 
These utilities already ran to each site. Ownership also 
gives you access to private docks on 155 ft of shared 
shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo near lake with grill 
and 1/10 share of all common areas. 
Orr-$45,000  Buildable 40 acres south of Orr in the
Gheen area. Great deer hunting location. MLS#144602
Orr-$69,500  37+/- acres along the Orr/Buyck Rd. 
1,000s of acres of public land adjoins this property.        
MLS#144470

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Representa-
tives of the Blandin Foundation 
and Minnesota North College 
held an online news confer-
ence on Tuesday to announce 
their collaboration in a new re-
gional job training initiative, 
AspireNORTH, an innovative 
program intended to reach un-
derserved populations and bring 
them into college classes with 
an array of supports to prepare 
them for high-paying jobs to 
meet the workforce needs of the 
regional economy.

The Blandin Foundation 
is investing $3 million in As-
pireNORTH, a program that 
Blandin Foundation Presi-
dent and CEO Tuleah Palm-
er believes can be a serious 
game-changer for the region.

“We’ve taken a bold step 
with this grant, enabling the 
leadership of MN North to think 
big and truly redesign how their 
system serves this region of the 
state,’’ Palmer said. ‘’Right now, 
our approaches leave behind 
more workers than we help. 
AspireNORTH will shift the 
approach from focusing on how 
the individual is performing 
within the system to focusing on 
how the system is performing 
for the individual.  That requires 
a whole new framework of re-
gional coordination and leader-
ship to build prosperity for our 

marginalized workers and keep 
our wealth of knowledge and 
money close to home.”

Dr. Michael Raich, Presi-
dent of Minnesota North Col-
lege, said the funds will pave the 
way for expanded opportunities 
that will benefit new students 
and businesses alike.

“We are extremely pleased 
that they found the work that we 
want to do worthy of the work 
that they want to do,” Raich 
said. “Blandin’s investment in 
Minnesota North College’s As-
pireNORTH project will signifi-
cantly strengthen our ability to 
attract and robustly support tra-
ditionally underrepresented stu-
dents in our region by meeting 
them where they are at as they 
balance their learning, work, 
and other responsibilities. In 
turn, our local business and in-
dustries will ultimately benefit 
from a larger and more diverse 
group of skilled graduates.”

Dr. Jessalyn Sabin, academ-
ic dean of career and tech educa-
tion and director of operations at 
MN North’s Mesabi Range-Ev-
eleth campus, said that tradition-
al approaches aren’t reaching 
many nontraditional students.

“The demographics are tell-
ing us that we have to be doing 
something different to see dif-
ferent results,” said.

The combination of Hib-

bing Community College, Itas-
ca Community College, Rainy 
River Community College, 
Vermilion Community College, 
and Mesabi Range College cam-
puses in Virginia and Eveleth to 
create Minnesota North College 
provides new ways for the uni-
fied institution to deliver educa-
tional services. Major courses of 
study formerly available at only 
one or two colleges can now be 
offered at other campus through 
alternative delivery methods, 
including distance learning. 
The college’s Applied Learning 
Institute will focus on career/
technical education careers, and 
the Customized Training Solu-
tions Department will be able to 
provide “just in time” training 
tailored to the needs of regional 
employers.

AspireNORTH will pri-
marily be seeking out students 
who for whatever reason may 
not have considered college to 
be an option. The program will 
reach out to communities such 
as Native American families, 
women, disconnected youth, 
public assistance recipients, and 
veterans.

A critical issue to student 
success is keeping students en-
gaged, and to do that Minne-
sota North will be providing 
wraparound services to address 
things that create obstacles to 

that. Working with individuals 
to tailor solutions to their unique 
needs, the college will have op-
tions for academic support, ca-
reer navigation, transportation, 
childcare, and mental health 
services.

“What the AspireNORTH 
grant does is it effectively cre-
ates a student-centered, indi-
vidualized approach to meeting 
people where they’re at, and the 
way we do that is really a start 
to finish type of project,” Raich 
said.

In a release accompanying 
the news conference, first-year 
plans for the program are de-
scribed as adding an American 
Indian Education coordinator, a 
career navigation coordinator, 
and bolstering mental health 
supports. Trauma-informed 
training will be provided to 
current staff to recognize signs 
of life challenges like home-
lessness, mental health emer-
gencies and substance use, and 
training in cultural competency 
and adult learning theory will 
connect students with resources 
that help them reach their career 
goals.

“We want to encourage 
people to participate in learning 
at some level, whether that’s a 
short-term course for certifica-
tion or completing a two-year 
degree,” said Dr. Trent Janezich, 

executive director of advance-
ment and customized training 
solutions at MN North College. 
“This grant allows us to wel-
come people who haven’t par-
ticipated before.”

Current and future employ-
ment needs are great. About two 
jobs are open for every available 
worker in the region right now, 
while the labor participation rate 
of 57 percent is 12 percent low-
er than that of the state overall. 
Improved employment and bet-
ter wages obtained as a result of 
AspireNORTH training could 
help to alleviate a portion of the 
region’s 11.2 percent poverty 
rate, almost two points higher 
than the statewide figure.

“There’s definitely an in-
tangible economic impact,” said 
Dr. Jessalyn Sabin, academic 
dean of career and tech educa-
tion. “The opportunity for work-
ers to train in something new, to 
change and adapt their knowl-
edge and skills, builds hope and 
vitality in a community – and 
this can happen at any stage of 
your career.”

Palmer said the foundation 
is pleased to partner in a con-
solidated regional approach to 
education that aligns with the 
foundation’s mission.

See  BLANDIN..pg. 5

$3 million Blandin grant to support regional worker education 
Foundation partners with Minnesota North College for AspireNORTH

GIANTS RIDGE

BIWABIK- The 38th 
annual Pepsi Challenge 
Cross Country Ski Race 
returns to Giants Ridge 
on Saturday, March 4 
for an exciting day of 
competition and fun. 
The leading event of the 
day will be the 50K Pep-
si Challenge Cup races, 
which include a Freestyle 
and a Classic event. Par-
ticipants will test their 
endurance and skill on 
the challenging course 
at Giants Ridge and 
compete for the covet-
ed Pepsi Challenge Cup. 
In addition to the main 
races, the Great River 
Energy Rush Races in-

clude a 25K Freestyle 
and 25K Classic event. 
The Giants Ridge race, 
an 8K Freestyle, offers a 
fun and accessible option 
for participants of all ages 
and abilities. “The Pep-
si Challenge Races have 
something for everyone 
– ages 9 to 90,” says Deb 
Maki, Pepsi Challenge 
Race Director. “It’s a fam-
ily friendly day.  We’ve 
had three generations of 
skiers in the various rac-
es in the past. It’s a great 
way to make memories!” 
Giants Ridge has 60 ki-
lometers of impeccably 
groomed, world class Nor-
dic trails on which World 

Cup, Olympic Trials, Na-
tional Collegiate Finals, 
U. S. National Champi-
onships and Minnesota 
High School Champion-
ships have taken place. 
Entry for the 50K and 
25K races are $80 when 
registering by Feb. 23 and 
$90 from Feb. 24 through 
March 2. Prices for the 8K 
race are $40 for partici-
pants 18 and under and $55 
for participants over 18. 
For more information on 
the Pepsi Challenge Cross 
Country Ski Race, visit 
www.peps ichal lenge-
skirace.com or e-mail 
p e p s i c h a l l e n g e @
g i a n t s r i d g e . c o m .  

Pepsi Challenge cross country ski race returns on March 4 



On the morning of Friday, 
Feb. 3, after a cozy night un-
der my comforters, the moment 
my feet touched 
the floor, I had a 
hunch this was 
going to be one of 
those really tough 
days. Despite am-
ple warning, I 
was overcome by 
a wave of dread 
having seen the 
temperature on the 
outside thermom-
eter — 35 degrees 
below zero. This 
kind of cold used 
to be old hat, but not anymore. 
No doubt about it. I’ve turned 

into a lightweight. 
Much to my surprise, when 

I opened the latch on the wood 
stove, I found a nice 
bed of bright-red coals. 
There was a chill in the 
air but with a little kin-
dling, a few chunks of 
birch and a wide-open 
draft, within minutes, 
the house was warming 
up nicely. My morning 
routine had begun.

Once I’d had my 
first cup of coffee, I 
was able to decide 
what had to be done 
next. I knew, for my 

own safety, that eventually I’d 
have to attend to the car. It sure-

ly would resist cranking over 
on a morning like this. I don’t 
have a garage, nor the electricity 
needed for one of those plug-in 
oil pan heaters. But I do have a 
different tried and true method 
to start my car. To employ it 
safely and successfully, preci-
sion timing is a must.

To begin with, I’d have to 
let those few small pieces of 
firewood that I’d tossed into 
the stove earlier burn down 
a bit.  I’ve learned to watch 
for that “sweet spot” between 
too hot to be safe and too cool 
to do the job. Experience has 
been my greatest teacher. The 
process requires patience. The 
best way to get to the next step 

is to pour oneself another cup 
of coffee and relax with some-
thing good to read.  After a half 
hour I checked the stove again. 
The coals were perfect, ready 
to scoop into my old-fashioned 
turkey roaster — the ideal pan 
for this purpose. 

One might think it was en-
gineered specifically for this 
task. With its sturdy welded 
handles that magically resist 
transmitting heat, my gloved 
hands were well-protected from 
getting burned. In addition, this 
roaster is divided into two equal 
halves — a shallow lower half 
(great for a moderate amount of 
coals) and a deep oval lid that 
fits snugly against the bottom, 

perfect for carting the coals 
down the path to the driveway. 
That lid shields my precious car-
go from wind that could cause 
flaring and ignite my jacket.

 The next step also requires 
some expertise. Cars typically 
have a lot of plastic that protects 
the underside of the engine. Ide-
ally, my roaster with its humped 
lid reduces the worry of lighting 
my car on fire — as long as I’ve 
carefully positioned it directly 
under the only exposed metal, 
the bottom of the oil pan. Once 
the coals are in place, I throw 
two large blankets used just 
for this purpose over the hood, 

A plantation, master/slave 
workplace in the antebellum 
South is best described as a 
forced labor camp. The master 
was the employer and slave 
the employee. Human beings 
were bought, sold and owned 
as private property. Slaves 
produced a surplus as defined 
by and belonging to the mas-
ter. 

Feudalism was orga-
nized around Lord and serf. 
Lords were land-holders and 
serfs worked the land. Unlike 
slaves, serfs were relatively 
free, but landless and bound 
to the Lord who provided pro-
tection in exchange for mea-
ger provisions and producing 
a surplus of farm goods. The 
Lord took the surplus. 

Small business capital-
ism, independently or family 
owned and operated locally 
provided opportunity for the 
enterprising few. Everyone in 
town knew each other; em-
ployees in cottage industries, 
small shops and stores pro-
duced goods and services to 
fulfill community need. The 
employer took a small surplus. 

Conglomerates extract 
wealth from Planet Earth, na-
tion-states, local communities 
and its people without return. 
With surplus privatized as 
profit and costs socialized, 
growth is the aim, monopoly 
is the game and Authoritarian 
Capitalism is its name. Em-
ployees, as commodity, pro-
duce the wealth, but employ-
ers (the One Percent) seize the 
surplus. 

State-owned enterprise is 
an impersonal employee/em-
ployer relationship with the 
state as employer. Appointed 
bureaucrats make the deci-
sions of what, where, when 
and how much to produce. 
The state is the boss and em-
ployees have little power 
within the system that direct-
ly affects their personal daily 
lives. Bureaucrats decide what 
to do with the surplus. 

Worker cooperatives are 
organized to empower em-
ployees to be employers as 
their own bosses. Each work-
er in the enterprise has one 
vote, whereas a corporate 
shareholder has as many votes 
equal to the number of shares 
owned. Owning 100,000 
shares equals 100,000 votes, a 
tyranny of wealth, leaves em-
ployees, consumers and com-
munities virtually powerless.

Harold Honkola
Stillwater

History was made on Feb. 
2 when 34 strong DFL sena-
tors at the Minnesota Capitol 
delivered the critical commit-
ment to safeguard our chil-
dren’s future.

They defeated heavy op-
position seeking to put profit 
above the well-being of our 
children and future genera-
tions.  Looking back, we will 
owe immense gratitude for the 
vision, strength and courage 
of our DFL citizen-politicians 
who responsibly committed to 
stand united for Minnesotans 
against this “Blackout Bill” 
disinformation.

The Minnesota 100-per-
cent Clean Electricity bill, 
passed by the DFL on par-
ty-line Senate and House 
votes, represents the single 
most important action fighting 
the enormous costs and dead-
ly effects of global warming 
in Minnesota history. Com-
bined with enormous financial 
incentives Congress created in 
the bipartisan 2021 Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act, 
and the landmark climate-ac-
tion 2022 Inflation Reduction 
Act passed by Democrats 
only, this new law rapidly 
helps Minnesotans approach 
the important global goal of 
net zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2050.  It will reduce 
Minnesota’s greenhouse gas 
emissions 80 percent by 2040.

Our region’s DFL law-

makers, including Sen. Grant 
Hauschild, were critically 
important in the creation and 
passage of this watershed 
legislation. Please thank all 
our Minnesota DFL legisla-
tors for their wisdom and vi-
sion.  Their courageous votes 
created the opportunity for 
transformation to our equita-
ble Minnesota clean energy 
economy, which is vital to de-
veloping new jobs and indus-
tries, reducing energy costs, 
improving the health and wel-
fare of all Minnesotans, while 
protecting our environment.

 Our DFL leaders chose 
investing in our clean energy 
future, dramatically reduc-
ing the sources of pollution 
responsible for hundreds of 
thousands of premature deaths 
annually in  the U.S. and $175 
billion in severe-weather re-
lated costs to Americans in 
2022.

Climate change represents 
the existential challenge of our 
lifetimes. We must meet this 
challenge to give our children 
and grandchildren a livable 
future.  Much work remains 
to be done, but these new laws 
bring us nearly 50-percent of 
the change needed to meet 
our national commitment of 
net zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2050.  Thanks to our 
DFL Minnesota legislators, 
Minnesota is a national leader 
in safeguarding our children’s 
future.

Michael Overend
Two Harbors
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 Editorial

Conservatives on the courts want 
to return America to the 1700s

Last summer, the U.S. Su-
preme Court abolished a wom-
an’s right to control her own 
reproduction. Soon, they may 
take away a woman’s right to 
avoid gunfire at the hands of an 
intimate partner.  

In an astonishing decision 
issued this past week by the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, 
a three-judge panel (including 
two Trump appointees and a 
Reagan appointee) ruled that a 
longstanding federal law that 
prohibited access to guns by 
those under restraining orders 
for domestic violence was un-
constitutional. The three judges 
cited last year’s Supreme Court 
decision that struck down a New 
York state requirement that gun 
owners needed to demonstrate 
an actual need in order to ob-
tain a concealed carry hand-
gun permit. In the majority 
opinion in that case, known as 
New York State Rifle and Pistol 
Association v. Bruen, the court 
determined that any restriction 
on gun laws needed historical 
context from the period when 
the constitution was written, as 
in the late 1700s.

In the late 1700s, of course, 
wife-beating may have been a 
social problem, but it certain-
ly wasn’t a legal one. In every 
state at the time, men had an 
absolute legal right to beat or 
otherwise abuse their wives, 
a right that they continued to 
maintain for another century in 
most parts of the country.

So, based on the historical 
context, men wouldn’t have 
been subject to restraining or-
ders for domestic violence (or 
lose access to a firearm) be-
cause domestic violence was 
legal activity at the time. There-
fore, we can’t protect women 
from gun violence at the hands 
of domestic partners in 2023 
because wife beating was legal 
200 years ago. That’s the state 
of conservative jurisprudence 
in the wake of Trump.

This ruling comes despite 
what numerous studies of 
crime statistics have already 
demonstrated, namely that add-
ing a gun to a domestic abuse 
situation increases the odds 
that a woman will be killed by 
as much as 500 percent. While 
men constitute most victims of 
gun homicide in general, when 
it comes to cases of violence 
between domestic partners, 
women make up three-quarters 
of the victims. 

Even police recognize that 
one of the most dangerous calls 
they can receive is to respond 
to a domestic dispute, and that 
danger elevates exponentially 
whenever a gun is involved. 
This court ruling, guaranteed, 
will leave more cops and more 
women dead.

It can certainly be argued 
that the federal law in question 
here was ineffective in some 
cases. Enforcement of it, which 
typically relies on local police 
or sheriff deputies who may or 
may not be supportive of such 
protections for women, has 
been inconsistent. And a num-
ber of states, including Minne-
sota, have their own state laws 
intended to keep guns away 
from domestic abusers, so the 
federal law had relatively little 
impact. 

But this latest Fifth Cir-
cuit ruling not only threatens 
the federal law— it could wipe 
away similar state laws, includ-
ing the one here in Minnesota, 
if the Supreme Court upholds 
the decision. The Justice De-
partment has already indicated 
it plans to appeal the case. Even 
if the high court declines to 
hear an appeal, there are plenty 
of other similar cases waiting in 
the wings. The New York case 
last year opened a flood gate of 
cases in which gun advocates 
are seeking to wipe away virtu-
ally any and all restrictions on 
access to guns.

Conservatives have been 
accused of wanting to take 
America back to the 1700s, and 
this is a good example of how 
they hope to actually achieve 
that goal. Conservatives have, 
for decades now, pushed back 
against the movements that 
have sought to expand the civ-
il rights and social acceptance 
of groups that were historically 
oppressed in the U.S. 

America in the 1700s was 
a world dominated by wealthy 
white men, who enjoyed rights 
routinely denied to women, Af-
rican Americans, Native Amer-
icans, or gays and lesbians. It’s 
an era to which many on the 
right long to return, using the 
fig leaf of constitutional “orig-
inalism” to justify their ante-
diluvian desires. It’s political 
ideology masquerading as legal 
theory and it defies longstand-
ing legal precedents. 

It is also historically inac-
curate, since legal academics 
and historians have document-
ed many hundreds of gun laws, 
many stricter than today, that 
were enacted in the early days 
of the republic. These were 
laws, of course, that pertained 
to firearms far less deadly than 
those in widespread circulation 
in the U.S. in 2023. 

Neither legal nor historical 
precedence matters, however, 
to the ideologues placed on the 
nation’s courts by the former 
president. They were selected 
precisely to turn back the clock. 

That process is now well 
underway. 

Turning back the clock

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

Your letters
The Timberjay en-

courages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 
55790, or email letters 
to marshall@timberjay.
com. 

We ask that letters 
be limited to 300 words.  
Letters are subject to 
editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

Letters from Readers
The tyranny of 
wealth continues 
to this day

DFL lawmakers 
stood up for the 
future

See  T-MINUS..pg. 5
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T-minus 35 and counting; a simple life in the bitter cold



making sure they touch 
the ground. They serve as 
my improvised portable 
garage. Time now to re-
turn to the house where I 
can warm my stinging fin-
gers and wait some more.

Happily, I found 
enough coffee in the ther-
mos for one more cup. I 
turned on the radio and 
chose to skip the news. 
I figured I had enough 
weighing on my mind 
without having to listen 
to last night’s tragic may-
hem. I wasn’t in the mood 
for music either. Then, I 
recalled a neighbor’s ex-
citement over “some re-
ally great podcasts”. With 
my still-limited exposure 
to the wonders of my 
smart phone, I hadn’t re-
ally understood at the time 
just what he was talking 
about. But oddly, on this 
very cold morning, my cu-
riosity took over.

I turned on my phone 
and clicked on Spotify 
where I’d once see “Pod-
casts”. There, dozens were 
listed. Randomly, I picked 
one.  “Reinvent Yourself 
with Dr. Tara.”  It sounded 
kind of hokey, but I tapped 
“Play” anyway, and began 
to listen. 

Dr. Tara Swart Bieber 

received her education at 
England’s Oxford Uni-
versity and now is a neu-
roscientist on the faculty 
of the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. Her 
research has focused on 
the evolutionary develop-
ment of the human brain, 
its neurochemistry and 
neuroplasticity, a term to 
describe the brain’s abil-
ity to adjust and adapt to 
change. The discussion 
was full of fascinating in-
formation about complex 
interactions among vari-
ous hormones —oxytocin, 
testosterone, and cortisol 
just to name a few — neu-
rochemicals that influence 
how the brain receives and 
processes internal and ex-
ternal stimuli. Dr. Tara de-
tailed their impact on our 
moods, coping abilities 
and other important cog-
nitive and emotional func-
tions.  From her research, 
she has developed self-
care strategies along with 
recommendations for diet, 
exercise, and stress reduc-
tion techniques designed 
to better balance our neu-
rochemistry and improve 
our overall well-being. Af-
ter 45 minutes, I suddenly 
realized it was time to hit 
the pause button and run 

out to check on my coals. 
Sure enough, they needed 
to be replenished. Once 
done, waiting resumed. I 
pushed “play” and contin-
ued my listening session.

The second half of the 
program was as interesting 
as the first.  It continued 
by examining the science 
and power of “intention,” 
its way to improve our fo-
cus, as well as our ability 
to achieve greater health 
and happiness. By the end 
of the program, I was con-
vinced. 

That 90 minutes had 
sure seemed to fly by. It 
was past time to try and 
start the car. Instantly I felt 
a wave of anxiety — antic-
ipation of failure, grinding 
the battery dead, and the 
stress over what I would 
do next.  Being without 
my car presented risks, 
and fear, greater than I 
wanted to face. Once be-
hind the wheel, I crossed 
my fingers and turned the 
key. Lo and behold, my 
old Corolla fired right up! 
I let out a hardy “Halle-
lujah!” in sharp contrast 
to earlier that morning’s 
“Ugh.”  

It’s funny how many 
people just don’t get why 
I’ve chosen my simple 

life in the woods — one 
that resembles something 
more like the 1800s than 
the 21st century.  But 
my lifestyle, as this sto-
ry reveals, straddles two 
worlds. Yes, there are 
challenges that require 
more effort, but as is also 
true, I can access current 
scientific and technolog-
ical advancements that 
without a doubt enhance 
my quality of life. On that 
morning, with those bitter 
cold temps, I moved from 
dread to delight. Filled 
with gratitude. And I can 
say is “Thank you, Dr. 
Tara!” Now on to Episode 
II.

All Americans owe 
thanks to the Biden ad-
ministration for its recent 
action to protect the heart 
of the Superior Nation-
al Forest, including the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, from the 
massive harm that would 
result from sulfide-ore 
copper mining.  On Jan. 
26, Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland issued a public 
land order under the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Man-
agement Act (FLPMA) 
withdrawing 225,504 
acres of federal land and 
minerals in the Superior 
National Forest from the 
federal mineral leasing 
program for 20 years—the 
maximum period allowed 
under FLPMA.  These 
lands and minerals—now 
off-limits to sulfide-ore 
copper mining—are locat-
ed directly upstream of the 
Boundary Waters. 

The Boundary Waters 
ecosystem has been iden-
tified as one of the most 
important landscapes in 
North America to help 
ward off the worst of the 
climate and extinction cri-
sis. This land is vital not 
only as a carbon sink, but 
also because it contains 
linked wildlife habitat and 
migration corridors of in-
calculable value. Protect-
ing the Boundary Waters 
headwaters, as Secretary 
Haaland’s order has done, 
is a step toward fulfilling 
the promise of the recent 
Montreal agreement to 
preserve thirty percent of 
Earth’s land and water by 
2030 (“30x30”) in an ef-
fort to head off mass ex-
tinctions.

Secretary Haaland’s 
order rests on diligent 
scientific work by profes-
sional land managers at 
the U.S. Forest Service.  
The Forest Service was 
required to prepare an En-
vironmental Assessment 

(EA) to analyze the impact 
of the 20-year mining ban 
that it had proposed to the 
Department of the Interi-
or. The final EA, released 
with Secretary Haaland’s 
order, considers the envi-
ronmental risks of copper 
mining.  The EA analyzes 
the impact of copper min-
ing on land, water, and 
wildlife; the potential 
harm to Native American 
communities, treaty rights, 
and resources; and climate 
change implications re-
sulting from the destruc-
tion of forest land and the 
vast consumption of ener-
gy by mining operations. 

The EA reflects in-
tense awareness of the val-
ue of the public assets at 
risk; it states “the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness is a complex 
and interconnected eco-
system and offers recre-
ational opportunities and 
other uses such that it is 
considered an irreplace-
able national treasure.” 
The Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency is of the 
same mind; in its 2017 wa-
ter quality assessment of 
the Rainy River Headwa-
ters, which includes much 
of the Boundary Waters 
headwaters, the MPCA 
describes the waters as 
“immaculate” and states 
“the majority of the water-
bodies . . . had exceptional 
biological, chemical, and 
physical characteristics 
that are worthy of addi-
tional protection.”

Those who argue 
that metals in the Bound-
ary Waters watershed are 
needed for the transition 
to a “green” economy fail 
to balance the extremely 
limited mineral resource 
that could be extracted 
there against the value of 
what would be lost. The 
amount of nickel and co-
balt is a pittance in terms 
of U.S. demand. And any 
such metals would be ir-
relevant because they 
would be shipped to China 
for smelting and process-
ing and sold on the world 
market. 

The only viable 

solution for transition to 
a green economy is to 
continue to rely on our 
longtime and secure al-
lies—Canada, Australia, 
Norway, and others—for 
these metals. 

As good as Secretary 
Haaland’s order is, it is 
nonetheless limited by law 
to a 20-year term.  The 
Minnesota Legislature and 
the U.S. Congress could 
add hundreds of thousands 
of acres of healthy forests, 
wetlands, and waterways 
toward the goal of 30x30 
by passing legislation to 
permanently protect the 
Boundary Waters water-
shed from copper mining. 
The Minnesota Legis-
lature and the Congress 
should act. 

Becky Rom
Ely

The letter in your pa-
per on gun control, signed 
by Ely doctors is misin-
formation! Most people 
who commit suicide ARE 
ON drugs!!! And people 
who want to intentional-
ly kill themselves by sui-
cide WILL find an avenue 
to complete that! Like 
women usually use drugs, 
not listed as a significant 
cause! Also, some gun 
laws are already in effect, 
like background check by 
Feds when you purchase 
a gun from a licensed gun 
dealer. Red flag laws are 
denying a constitutional 
right to a gun owner BE-
FORE he/she is actually 
convicted of a crime. Very 
likely unconstitutional. 
The 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals recently ruled 
unanimously that citizens 
convicted of domestic vi-
olence do NOT lose their 
right to possess guns! It is 
unconstitutional. Anti-gun 
people need to be much 
more learned in guns and 
constitutional rights!! 

David Akerson
Lake Vermilion

The feasibility study 
commissioned by Green-
wood Township utilizing 
the McGrath Consulting 
Group to give a serious 
look at the possibility of 
bringing advanced life 
support, paramedic care 
(ALS) ambulances to the 
region is just that, a feasi-
bility study. 

Certain members of 
the Tower Area Ambu-
lance Service (TAAS) 
have now taken the op-
portunity to discredit the 
McGrath study, which is 
unfortunate. The purpose 
of the study was for the 
area to achieve paramed-
ic pre-hospital care, com-
monly referred to as ALS.

 Can one assume this 
is in retaliation to Green-
woods’ decision not to 
participate in TAAS’ 
ambulance replacement 
fund at this time?  The 
McGrath study and the 
TAAS replacement fund 
are clearly two distinct 
and separate issues. How-
ever, the study has the po-
tential ability to provide 
a dramatic improvement 
in the survival rate of our 
growing population, many 
of them seniors, the other 
simply supports the status 
quo. It’s a matter of pri-
orities. It’s also a matter 
of making use of what’s 
available in modern am-
bulance services, namely 
Advanced Life Support 
ambulances, including 
paramedics. That time has 
arrived, like it or not. And 
for certain folks to parrot 
that Greenwood won’t pay 
its share is a convenient 
distraction for those who 
want to preserve the out-
dated status quo.   

The fact is that mem-
bers of TAAS chose to vi-
olate its signed ambulance 
replacement fund con-
tract without any known 
prior consultation with 
Greenwood’s previous 
representative, causing 
Greenwood to step back 

from participating in the 
replacement fund. Those 
folks have now begun us-
ing that step back as a tool 
to carry forward their ri-
diculous claim that Green-
wood doesn’t support the 
ambulance service. This 
is a complete distortion 
of the facts. Greenwood 
supports the service as 
it always has through its 
yearly contribution in tax-
es paid to the county.  It 
is the same contribution 
made by all. Greenwood 
folks, whether they be full 
time residents, seasonal 
residents, or vacationing 
visitors, obviously pay a 
very significant amount 
when they use the ambu-
lance service, whether it 
be through private insur-
ance, Medicare, or out 
of pocket. With Green-
wood’s larger population, 
this amounts to a lot of 
funding for the TAAS. 
Participation in the vehi-
cle replacement fund has 
always been a voluntary 
commitment and it was 
never established to make 
up funding shortfalls in 
TAAS ambulance service 
operations.

Controversy has been 
created by members of 
TAAS concerning Green-
wood’s reaction to the 
self-imposed ambulance 
replacement fund chang-
es and TAAS’ negative 
views on moving forward 
toward ALS. This brings 
into question the ability of 
TAAS to be a good partner 
in furthering any emer-
gency services improve-
ment programs such as a 
joint powers commission. 
It’s a matter of vastly dif-
fering priorities. 

As a point of informa-
tion, Tower Ambulance 
Commission (TAC) holds 
quarterly meetings that 
are not welcoming to the 
public, no public com-
ment is allowed. 

Some members of 
the TAC have been utiliz-
ing “ad hoc” meetings for 
planning. These meetings 
are not open to the pub-
lic. The Tower ambulance 
director is not allowed to 

attend. There is no public 
notice or minutes of these 
meetings. The meetings 
involve the future use of 
very significant public 
funds. Are these meetings 
legal? Are the secret ad 
hoc meetings preventing 
a complete discussion and 
airing of good ideas for a 
sustained, modern ambu-
lance service? To prevent 
being involved with any 
further potential conflicts 
on the subject Green-
wood’s board recently 
passed a motion to no lon-
ger allow participation by 
Greenwood board mem-
bers or appointees in any 
further ad hoc meetings or 
any meetings that do not 
clearly follow open meet-
ing laws. 

TAAS is now de-
manding that Greenwood 
simply hand over approxi-
mately $45,900.00 for the 
replacement fund in 2023. 
Greenwood is supposed 
to give TAAS $45,900.00 
on TAAS’ terms that were 
modified without Green-
wood’s participation, 
some contract language 
was just eliminated with-
out discussion. 

The fact is, if TAAS 
had continued on with the 
continuation of the 2020 
agreement. A contract 
that Tower apparently did 
not see as binding and on 
multiple issues was vi-
olated. If Tower had not 
attempted to force their 
will onto the residents of 
Greenwood Township in 
the fashion they’ve cho-
sen to, this controversy 
would not exist.     

We truly need to start 
being more concerned 
with focusing on the bet-
terment of the services 
that we could be providing 
which may include para-
medic care for the patient, 
not just serving one single 
organization.   

Rick Stoehr
Greenwood 
Township 
Supervisor
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Time to make 
BWCAW 
protection 
permanent

Don’t blame 
guns for 
suicides

Is TAAS able be 
a good partner?

“We’re committed 
to the regional capaci-
ty building for a leader-
ship systems change and 
engaging rural students 
where they’re at, and ad-
dressing the needs of the 
workforce that has the 
needs for an on ramp into 

community as well as ad-
ditional capacity building 
opportunities for region-
alism in rural Minnesota,” 
Palmer said.

Blandin Foundation is 
a private foundation based 
in Grand Rapids, Minne-
sota. One of a handful of 

rural-based, rural-serving 
foundations in the coun-
try, Blandin Foundation 
serves rural Minneso-
ta, focusing resources in 
north-central Minnesota. 
The foundation’s grants, 
opportunities that connect 
rural leaders, and policy 

work build up financial 
and human capital, so ru-
ral Minnesota places can 
welcome diversity, ad-
dress injustice, and em-
brace change to create a 
sustainable and equitable 
future.



Vermilion Country 
School Honor Roll

TOWER- The fol-
lowing students have 
been named to the second 
quarter honor roll at Ver-
milion Country School.

A Honor Roll
Oliver Beise
Annakeiah Chavez
Ashton Cook
Alyssa Costello
Bentley Crego
Haedyn Miller
Elspeth O’Brien
Lochlainn O’Brien
Bailey Pratt
Jack Ranua
Caleb Ramponi

B Honor Roll
Brody Anderson
Isaac Archambeau
Kai Contreras-Pieratos
Samuel Favet
Ethan Howard
Logan Kainz
Adrianna LaPrairie
Remington McDonough
Brandon Strange
Jase Swan
Landon Wellander
Abbi Zapata

Vermilion Country 
School annual 
meeting set for 
Feb. 23

TOWER- The Ver-
milion Country School 
will hold its annual meet-
ing on Thursday, Feb. 23 
at 5 p.m. at the charter 
school, located at 1 En-
terprise Dr. in Tower.

The public is wel-
come to attend.

Hockey Day set for 
Saturday, Feb. 25

SOUDAN- Hockey 
Day in Soudan will be on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 with a 
youth hockey game start-
ing at 1 p.m. More details 
to come.

St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church Ash 
Wednesday service 
times 

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower will have their Ash 
Wednesday service on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 9 
a.m. 

St. Mary’s Church in 
Cook will have their Ash 
Wednesday service at 
5:30 p.m.
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Call

218-753-2950

Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30 
p.m. on Feb. 13

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Feb. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first and 
third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Feb. 14

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Week of Feb. 13

Mardi Gras at St. Martin’s 
on Friday, Feb. 17

TOWER- St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church is hosting a Mar-
di Gras celebration on Friday, 
Feb. 17. There will be fun for 
the whole family beginning at 5 
p.m. and through 8:30 p.m. It’s 
an open house style event – come 
when you want and stay as long 
as you want.

Drawings will be held 
throughout the evening at 6:15, 
6:45, 7:15, and 7:45 p.m. You 
must be present to win one of the 
door prizes. A prize will be given 
for the best costume. Kids each 
receive one free drawing ticket, 
for adults the cost is $1 for each 
ticket.

There will be a kid’s activity 
area with games to play, a dec-
orate your own cupcake station, 
and an art project. The pinata 
will be broken at 7:45 p.m.

Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Cost 
for bingo is $5 for 10 games; 
prizes include gift certificates/
gift cards to local businesses. 
A cribbage tournament will be-
gin at 5:45 p.m. Cribbage will 
be played in teams of two, each 
player pays $10 to enter, winning 
team takes home half of the pot. 
For this event we ask that you 
sign up with Maryann (218-753-
4310) by Monday, Feb. 13.

There will be a cash bar for 
adult beverages and lots of food. 
Some of the items you will find 
on the menu in include jamba-

laya, chili, a variety of meat-
balls and wings, Mardi Gras 
meringues, meat and cheese tray 
with crackers, and much more.  

This year we have added 
bucket raffles, a silent auction 
and the 50/50 cash drawing. 
Winners will be announced at 
8:15 p.m. 

The cost is a free-will offer-
ing. We hope that you will join 
us for this feast before Lent.

Tower Winter Farmers 
Market set for Friday, 
Feb. 17

TOWER- The Tower Winter 
Market will be held on Friday, 
Feb. 17 from 4 – 6 p.m. at the 
Pike River Products building on 
Main Street. Winter market days 
are on the third Friday of the 
month. 

“A New Journey” for 
St. James

TOWER- With the retire-
ment of Pastor Doug Work-
man at St. James Presbyterian 
Church in Tower, the Session 
has supplied the pulpit with the 
following speakers for February. 
Services are Sunday at 10 a.m., 
with coffee an’ following.

Feb. 12: Linda Kronholm
Feb. 19: JoAnne Connell
Feb. 26: Rev. Richard Blood
Every Sunday, during the 

service, there is special music 
with Greg Kuchan on guitar 
and his wife, Denise Kuchan on 
electric drums.

Skating parties underway 
in Soudan

SOUDAN- Skating parties 
are held at the Soudan Skating 
Rink every Tuesday and Satur-
day, weather permitting. There 
is free food, games, and lots of 
fun for all ages. Loaner skates in 
almost every size are available 
in the warming shack.

Hours are Tuesdays from 

4 – 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 
12 – 2 p.m.

If you are interested in help-
ing sponsor this event, please 
contact Jim “Chimpy” Tuomin-
en at Zup’s in Tower, 218-753-
2725.

CLC announces fall 
honors lists 

BRAINERD – Austin Land-
gren, of Tower, has been named 
to the Fall 2022 Dean’s List at 
Central Lakes College, Brainerd 
and Staples.  The Dean’s List in-
cludes 303 students who earned 
a grade-point average of 3.25 to 
3.74. Central Lakes College is a 
comprehensive community and 
technical college in the Minne-
sota State System. The college 
serves about 5,500 students an-
nually in liberal arts and career 
education programs.

 

Tower-Soudan-
Embarrass Bookmobile 
Schedule

 REGIONAL- The Arrowhead 
Bookmobiles will be in the Tow-
er-   Soudan area on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, March 15, April 5 & 
26.

Stops include: Britt (Sand 
Lake Storage): 9 - 9:30 a.m.; 
Bois Forte (Boys & Girls Club): 
11 - 11:30  a.m.; Greenwood 
(Town Hall): 12 – 1 p.m.; 
Soudan (Post Office area): 
2:30 - 3:30  p.m.; Tower (Civic 
Center): 3:45 - 4:30 p.m. ; and 
Embarrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy 
21): 5 – 6 p.m. 

More info online at alslib.
info/services/bookmobile. 

For more information on the 
Bookmobile or Mail-A-Book 
services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 218-741-3840, 
email at als@alslib.info, or web-
site at alslib.info.

TOWER- A me-
morial celebration is 
planned for the late 
Carol Alstrom on Sat-
urday, March 25 at the 
Tower-Soudan School. 
Alstrom spent her entire 
teaching career at Tow-
er-Soudan, and was a 
mentor, coach, teacher 
and friend to the com-
munity even after she 
retired from teaching 
and coaching.

“The idea for a cele-
bration came to fruition 
because Susan Alstrom 
knew it was important 
to honor her sister’s wish to have 
a party, not a funeral,” said for-
mer Tower-Soudan student Sar-
ah Christmas.  

A group of former students 
discussed the idea of a perma-
nent memorial, and they settled 
on the idea of a love lock post, 
which they had seen in other ar-
eas. The 10-foot tall love lock 
post with a granite “under foot” 

memorial marker will be placed 
on the grounds of the former 
Tower-Soudan High School.  
Friends and family of Carol 
Alstrom, along with community 
members, will be invited to place 
a padlock on the post.

“I knew that suggesting such 
an idea would require communi-
ty effort,” said Sarah.  “Most of 
all, this memorial project would 
require funding from former stu-

dents (like my-
self) and their 
families to make 
it happen.” 

The project 
has gotten the go-
ahead from the 
city and school 
district. Together, 
there have been 
countless calls 
and emails to 
Hancock Fabri-
cation Company, 
Lamppa Man-
ufacturing, and 
Hibbing Monu-
ment Company 

to support this special project.  
Since Susan Alstrom lives 

almost five hours away by car, 
and Sarah lives out of state, for-
mer students Angela Koski and 
Julie Suihkonen are acting as lo-
cal community contacts.  

The memorial will be un-
veiled at 1 p.m. at the Tow-
er-Soudan School, with a cele-
bration of life in the school gym 

from 2 – 4 p.m.
To support the Love Lock 

Memorial Project, a GoFundMe 
has been set up for contributions 
at https://gofund.me/7c475725.

Check donations can also be 
made to:

CB&S Bank
c/o the Celebrate Carol 

Alstrom Memorial Fund
P.O. Box 910
Russellville, Alabama 35653

It’s important to note that or-
ganizers hope to not only reach 
their fundraising goal, but to 
surpass it!  With 100-percent of 
the funds going to the memorial, 
and any additional funds will be 
donated to Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary School on behalf of Ms. 
Carol Alstrom, who always gave 
her support. 

For more information visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/

groups/celebratingcoacha/

Memorial celebration planned for Carol Alstrom on March 25

FOOD SHELF FUNDRAISER

FUN ON THE ICE

TOWER- St. Martin Cath-
olic Church’s annual fundraiser 
for the Tower Area Food shelf,  
Souper Bowl Sunday, will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 12. The 
church will be serving a booyah 
dinner from 11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
(or when the booyah runs out) 

in the church social hall. Those 
attending will have the option to 
eat in or take out. The cost is a 
free-will offering, and all pro-
ceeds go to the food shelf.

This is the 19th year that St. 
Martin’s has hosted this event. 
The event began as a youth proj-

ect but has now evolved into a 
parish project; youth still partic-
ipate but the adults of the parish 
have joined in to assist. The work 
begins on Friday with the cutting 
of the vegetables, then on Satur-
day we make the booyah and the 
desserts; and finally on Sunday 

we serve the delicious meal. 
We hope that you will join us 

to lend support to the Tower Area 
Food Shelf.

St. Martin’s Souper Bowl booyah set for Feb. 12

Finlander bocce really did start on Lake Vermilion
GREENWOOD TWP- The 

Timberjay got a chance to talk 
with Rod and Judy Politano, 
who may honestly have “invent-
ed” the bocce ball on ice game 
known affectionately in this area 
as Finlander Bocce Ball.

Somewhere around 1978, 
they said, the Penguins Snow-
mobile Club held a winter get-to-
gether at the Politano’s home on 
Lake Vermilion. The family had 
already made a large skating rink 

area out on the ice in front of 
their home. 

“Rod came up with the idea 
of playing bocce ball out on the 
ice. He cut disks out of trees and 
attached handles,” said Judy. Rod 
said it took a few tries to get the 
wooden disks the right size and 
weight to glide on the ice.

The game was played using 
the same rules as bocce ball.

“All ages and skills levels 
could play,” Rod said. The game was so popular it 

got picked up and played at oth-

er winter celebrations, and then 
became the centerpiece of the 
chamber’s Long John Days.

“It’s been going on for over 
44 years,” they said.

As far as the name Finlander 
Bocce Ball, Rod, who is Italian, 
said Finlander was the name of-
ten given “if something is goofy.”

You never know what you will find at the Tower Winter 
Market. Besides baked goods, jams, and other delicious 
treats, many local craftspeople are selling their wares. Last 
month, Shireen Lee, from Embarrass, brought her hand-knit 
hats and mittens for sale. The next winter market is set for 
Friday, Feb. 17 at the Pike Bay Products building on Main 
Street. photo by J. Summit



ELY- The Ely Chamber of 
Commerce is accepting nomina-
tions for four annual awards to 
recognize the extraordinary peo-
ple and businesses of the Ely area. 
Award recipients will be recog-
nized at this year’s Celebrate Ely 
networking event on April 13. 

 
Jackpine Bob Cary 
Community Spirit Award 

This award aims to recognize 
an individual or group for their 
unselfish giving and promotion of 
Ely, who has positively impact-
ed the Ely area and tourism. The 
award may or may not be given 
annually.  Criteria for individuals, 
groups, or organizations include 
being an enthusiastic promoter of 
Ely, actively involved in projects 
and activities that significantly 
contribute to the quality of life 
and promotion of Ely.

Good Neighbor Business 
Award

This award is for any for-prof-
it business which demonstrate 
their commitment to the Ely com-
munity through activities such as 
financial contributions to commu-
nity organizations or fund-raisers, 
sponsorships of events, volunteer 
work by owners or business staff, 
involvement in community or-
ganizations or activities, and do-
nations of services, facilities, or 
other resources. Membership in 
the Ely Chamber of Commerce 
is not required for this award, but 
the business should be actively 
involved through a time commit-
ment or financial support of proj-
ects and activities that significant-
ly contribute to the quality of life 
in the community.

Good Citizen Volunteer of 
the Year Award

We all know someone who is 
always stepping forward to assist 
others.  This person’s work may 
include assisting neighbors, serv-
ing as an active member of area 
clubs and organizations, or just 
lending a hand no matter the situ-
ation.  Please help us identify and 
recognize a community member 
for this person’s ongoing com-
mitment to Ely, as demonstrated 
through his or her volunteer ef-
forts for our Good Citizen Volun-
teer of the Year Award.

Excellence in Customer 
Service Award

Employees are the face of ev-
ery business.  Whether it is a ser-
vice or retail business, employees 
make an impact on customer and 
guest experiences. The Chamber 
of Commerce wants to discover 

and honor an Ely employee who 
personifies excellence in custom-
er service. This individual should 
be someone who will go the extra 
distance to help find merchandise, 
always find the answer to all your 
questions, or customize services 
to meet your needs. The chamber 
invites you to share your top cus-
tomer service employee pick for 
our Excellence in Customer Ser-
vice Award.

Anyone may nominate an 
individual or business for these 
awards. Please include a short 
statement of 150-500 words ex-
plaining why you feel they de-
serve recognition, including spe-
cific, recent achievements that 
describe the nominee’s work and 
impact on our community. Send 
nominations to Ely Chamber of 
Commerce, 1600 E. Sheridan St, 
Ely, or to director@ely.org. Nom-
inations are open through March 
7, 2023.

Ely Folk School
ELY- The Ely Folk 

School will offer a one-
time class in snow sculp-
ture on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
from 2-5 p.m. in the pocket 
park next to the school’s 
209 E. Sheridan location. 
It will also offer an animal 
track identification class on 
the same day from 4-6 p.m. 
There will also be a “Val-
entine’s Date Night Pottery 
event, from 4-6 p.m. Satur-
day with wine, charcuterie 
and playing with clay. A 
non-alcoholic option is 
available. More details are 
at elyfolkschool.org.

The snowshoe lacing 
workshop is Feb. 17-19, 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m.

The next Makers’ Mar-
ket and Mixer is on Feb. 18, 
from 2-4 for the market and 
4-5 p.m. for the mixer.

Makers Mornings at 
the Ely Folk School are 
held every Thursday morn-

ing from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. for makers to meet, 
talk, craft, and have coffee. 
Makers’ mornings are free 
community events. 

Ely Public Library
ELY- The Friends of 

the Library Book Club 
will meet on Monday, 
Feb.13 at 3 p.m. The ti-
tle for discussion will be 
“The Maid” by Nita Prose. 

The Friends of the 
Library Board will meet 
from 1-2 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14.

Library Scientists will 
meet Friday, Feb. 17 from 
1-2 p.m. The topic will be 
buoyancy for grades 1-3. 
Kids must preregister to 
assure participants have 
enough supplies.

Preschool Storytime 
is held every Friday from 
10:30-11 a.m.

End of the Road 
Film Festival 

ELY- Tickets for in-
dividual films and for the 
omnibus festival pass for 
the End of the Road Film 
Festival are now on sale 
online at elyfilmfest.com. 
The film festival is Feb. 
9-12, which will overlap 
with Ely Winter Festival. 

The $75 pass for the 
entire festival is good 
for admission to all the 
films though purchasers 
of the whole-festival 
pass must still make seat 
reservations online for the 
films they wish to attend. 
Tickets for individual 
films are $10. The 
festival pass and tickets 
to individual films can 
also be purchased at Ely’s 
Historic State Theater.

NLAA/Reflections 
Dance Company

ELY- Dance classes 
begin on Feb. 13 at the Ely 
Rec Center and on Feb. 14 
at the Winton Communi-
ty Center. NLAA mem-
bers get a $5 discount. 
Sign-ups and schedule are 
linked on the NLAA web-
site at northernlakesarts.
org.

Boundary Waters 
Connect

Boundary Waters 
Connect organization 
will close registration for 
its Long-Form reading 
and discussion group af-
ter Feb. 15. Register at 
boundarywatersconnect.
com. 

The group will ex-
plore the meaning  of 
community. Meetings 
are currently scheduled 
for the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of every 
month (except early May) 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. from 
Feb. 22-May 24. The ear-
ly May meeting will be on  
Tuesday, May 9.

Written material of 
30-90 pages or up to two 
hours of podcasts will 
be assigned prior to each 
meeting. Each participant 
will sign up to contribute 
something simple/casu-
al for one session – thus 
each meeting will include 
dinner. Meetings will be 
at 16 N. First Avenue East 
in Ely. The registration fee 
is $25. A printed, bound 
compilation of readings 
is an optional $50. Schol-
arships are available on a 
need basis - contact Lacey 
Squier at lacey@nemin-
nesotansforwilderness.
org. for scholarships de-
tails.

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an op-
portunity to order lunch. 
For those interested in 
being a host, or who have 
a speaker suggestion, 
contact Lacey Squier by 
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 

2023 Upcoming 
Tuesday Group speakers:

Feb. 14: Clean 
Energy Resource Teams 
with Melissa Birch

Feb. 21: Tales 
from the Arctic with Ron 
Haakenson

 Feb. 28: The Death 
Positive Movement and 
Normalizing Death with 
Cheryl Boyes

Mar. 7: The North-
ern Lakes Arts Associa-
tion updates with Ian Lah

In Brief

by Cecilia Rolando © 2023

once upon a time
hearts floated down from the sky

reminding of love

 BUSINESS
Chamber of Commerce award nominations open

ELY- Peter Schamber, formerly the manager of Ely’s 
Historic State Theater, is now the new executive director 
of Ely’s Gardner Humanities Trust.

“We are excited to welcome Peter to this organization 
and look forward to Peter’s knowledge on operational 
procedures,” current Interim director Beth Ohlhauser said 
in a Jan. 25 statement. 

Schamber brings his deep understanding of the arts, 
marketing and community involvement to the Gardner 
Humanities Trust. “Having been the theater manager at 
Ely’s Historic State Theater for three years,” Schamber 
commented, “I have had the opportunity and pleasure 
to work with a variety of organizations and individuals 
in Ely’s art community. Ely has such a rich and vibrant 
community of local artists and talent, which I’m excited 
to continue to participate in as the Executive Director of 
the Gardner Trust. There is no service more valuable than 
helping to fund the projects of these talented individuals, 
organizations, and the Ely Public Library, and I’m proud 
to lend my skills to furthering this service.” 

Ohlhauser stated that the trust has now given out over 
$850,000 in grants to Ely community youth, adult artists, 
art organizations, college scholarships, the Ely Public 
Library, to name some of its many beneficiaries.

New management 
at Gardner Trust

Ely hardware ribbon cutting

The Poskak family had a ribbon cutting on Feb. 1 for KJ’s True Value 
Hardware. From left-to-right, Jay Poshak, Kale Bregier-Beno, Kamryn 
Bregier-Beno, Jackie Bregier-Poshak, Mayor Heidi Omerza, city council-
ors Angela Campbell, Adam Bisbee, Paul Kess, and economic develop-
ment consultant John Fedo. Photo by H. Langowski

The Ely Pickleball Club plays 
three days a week all winter at 
the Vermilion campus of Minnesota 
College North. The club held a one 
day fundraiser tournament over 
the holiday break which generated 
over $1,200. The funds will be split 
between $500 to support the Ely 
sixth grade Wolf Ridge field trip with 
the rest going to the club’s schol-
arship fund for students attending 
college at the Vermilion campus. 
Submitted photo

ELY- The Ely Public Library hosted a Harry 
Potter Hogwarts Ball murder mystery party on 
Saturday afternoon. Current and former students 
of Hogwarts attended, play-acted by 32 library pa-
trons of all ages. The murder victim also attended 
the ball as a ghost. She was most unhelpful in solv-
ing her own murder. After all the clues about mug-
gles and death eaters were uncovered, and all the 
red herrings about blackmail schemes and missing 
violins were made public, it was revealed that it 
was the quidditch player whodunnit.

At the start of the murder mystery party, some 
participants were dubious over allowing a Timber-
jay journalist with expert investigation skills to 
play. Ironically, the Ely editor of the Timberjay was 
the only one who identified the murderer.

The quidditch player murders musician at the library

Suspects at the murder mystery party, from left-to-right: Professor Mordicus Egg 
(James Scarbrough), Ministry of Magic department head Jess Chameleon (Rebecca 
Santos), blackmailer Anastasia Lyre (Kristen Williams), death eater Gerard Avery 
(Randy Holland), Hogwarts student Eligah Beetle (Gabe Mann) and murderous 
professional quidditch player Jordyn Dine (Jessie Dunn). Photo by C. Clark

Ely Pickleball
 RECREATION



FIELD TWP- The 
sound coming from Bruce 
Black’s construction class 
at North Woods School 
isn’t just a cacophony of 
hammering, drilling, and 
sawing. It’s the sound of 
a long-held dream coming 
true for Cook Youth Base-
ball.

“For years I’ve been 
here with the kids and 
looking at the tee-ball 
field and they never had 
dugouts,” said CYB sec-
retary/treasurer Jennifer 
Herdman. “They’re al-
ways getting wet or the 
sun’s beating down on 
them. For years I’ve want-
ed to get those dugouts 
done.”

The organization 
had approached the city 
of Cook about providing 
home and visitor dugouts 
for the field, but they were 
told there wasn’t money 
in the budget to be able 
to afford them. And CYB 
didn’t have a budget that 
would cover the materi-
als and the labor cost of a 

professional carpenter to 
build them.

But toward the begin-
ning of the school year, 
CYB vice president Tony 
Pascuzzi hit on the idea 
of asking Black to take 
on the project for his con-
struction class, and the fit 
was perfect for Black’s 
educational objectives.

“It is all of the fram-
ing you’d ever have to 
do in a house, short of 
cutting a window hole or 
a door opening and fram-
ing a floor, putting in floor 
joists,” Black said.

With Black on board, 
Herdman contacted Eric 
Burckhardt at Cook Build-
ing Center about the mate-
rials. Burckhardt said that 
CYB could have the ma-
terials at his cost, and with 
that gesture and Black’s 
students providing the la-
bor, the dream was on the 
way to becoming reality.

Black’s elective class 
consists of 19 juniors and 
seniors who meet the last 
period of the school day. 
It’s a tight fit but doing 
one dugout at a time fits 
just right for the available 

space in the shop, and the 
first finished product was 
ready to roll out of the 
shop this week.

“I’m just glad we had 
the floor space to fit it in 
here,” Black said. “And 
I’m glad we had an over-
head door, or we couldn’t 
have gotten it done.”

A partial list of some 
of the framing skills stu-
dents learned and have 
put into practice so far in-
cludes:

Figuring out the 
roof angle and pitch.

How to cut the end 
walls at the roof pitch.

How to sheet the 
walls.

How to set a 
load-carrying beam with 
four-foot openings on ei-
ther end

How to figure out 
rafter sizes and the cuts 
needed to make 14 iden-
tical rafters, and how to 
brace the rafters to prevent 
torque and twist when the 
dugout is transported.

How to do drip 
edge, tar paper, shingling, 
and fascia.

How to design and 

build an appropriately.
sized bench.

For the last item, 
a bench seat that spans 
the length of the dugout, 
Black said that they went 
down to one of the ele-
mentary classrooms and 
got a student the right age 
and size for tee-ball to use 
as a model for developing 
the design and testing it 
out.

“I think the kids did 
a really good job,” Black 
said. “At times they run 
out of gas, but there was 
always something new to 
do. Every kid did some-
thing. A group of kids 
would cut rafter lengths, 
another group of kids 
would do framing. With 
two of them to do, the kids 
can flip and do something 
different.”

Winter in Minnesota 
is no time to be installing 
a new dugout at the field, 
so CYB needed a place to 
store the dugout until late 
spring. The organization 
got another break when 
Brandon and Tiffany Mc-
Cormick volunteered ga-
rage space at their North 

Office business center on 
Hwy. 53.

“That was a huge 
break,” Herdman said.

The next challenge 
for CYB to tackle will be 
registration for summer 
baseball, including tee-
ball. Numbers have been 
declining in recent years, 
but Herdman is optimistic 
a concerted effort will get 
a good turnout. And for 
the tee-ball youngsters, 
they’ll have new digs to 
keep them protected from 
the elements while they're 

waiting for their turns at 
bat.

“It’s going to be so 
good that they have some 
protection over them,” 
Herdman said. “I can’t 
tell you how many times 
they’ve had to dodge into 
the community center.”

For more informa-
tion about CYB, check 
their page on Facebook 
or email cookyouthbase-
ball@gmail.com.
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Carpentry and community building go 
hand in hand with North Woods project

Top left: Bruce Black's construction class poses 
with the tee-ball dugout they built.  submitted

Top right: Construction classmates Loren 
LaFave, front, and Braden King cut lumber for the 
dugout.     photos by D. Colburn

Bottom right: Instructor Bruce Black checks on 
the progress of his students.

Haley earns honors 
at Nebraska-Lincoln

COOK- Claire Louise 
Haley of Cook has been 
named to the College of 
Arts and Sciences Deans’ 
List at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln for the 
fall semester of the 2022-
23 academic year.

To be eligible, Haley, 
a freshman majoring in 
psychology, had to main-
tain a GPA of 3.7 or better 
and be enrolled in a min-
imum number of credits. 

VHHP kicks off 
Hearts campaign 

COOK- This week 
marks the start of Vir-
gie Hegg Hospice Part-
ners Third Annual Hearts 
for Hospice Campaign. 
VHHP is partnering with 
area businesses once again 
for the campaign. Make 
a donation for a heart in 
memory of a loved one 
that will be displayed for 

the month of February.
Donation cans will be 

out as well for free will 
donations. Look for the 
Hearts for Hospice flyer 
and donation cans when 
you shop locally.

A couple of fundrais-
ing events are planned in 
partnership with the North 
Woods girls and boys bas-
ketball teams..The first 
fundraiser will be during 
the girls home game on 
Monday, Feb. 13 against 
Mesabi East, followed on 
Thursday, Feb. 23 by the 
boys gme fundraiser when 
they host they host Rock 
Ridge. 

Virgie Hegg Hospice 
Partners is a local non-
profit which supports hos-
pice and hospice eligible 
patients and their families 
with financial needs that 
insurances do not cover.  
For more information visit 
our website at www.vhhp.
org.

Book club to meet 
Tuesday in Cook

COOK- The Cook 
Area Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14 at 1 
p.m. at the Cook Commu-
nity Center on 510 Gopher 
Dr. The book for discus-
sion this month is titled 
“Nowhere Girl, A Memoir 
of a Fugitive Childhood” 
by Cheryl Diamond.  

“Nowhere Girl” is a 
memoir about Cheryl’s 
childhood as a fugitive 
running from the law, as 
she was born into a family 
of outlaws. By the age of 
nine Cheryl had lived in 
more than a dozen coun-
tries, under six different 
assumed identities. She 
knew how to forge a doc-
ument, and how to survive 
an interrogation.  

The book for dis-
cussion for the month of 
March will be “Girls of 
Flight City” by Lorraine 
Heath. 

FIELD TWP- It’s al-
most time for the tenth 
anniversary edition of 
the Empty Bowl event 
at North Woods School, 
sponsored by the Art Club 
and scheduled for 4:30-7 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 23 in 
the school commons, pre-
ceding the boys varsity 
basketball game against 
Rock Ridge.

Students have been 
hard at work shaping and 
glazing one-of-a-kind 
clay bowls and vases in 
preparation for the annual 

event, which raises mon-
ey for the food shelves in 
Cook and Orr.

Bowls and vases pur-
chased for $10 come with 
a delicious soup, dessert, 
and beverage meal, but 
you won’t have to eat 
out of your beautiful new 
bowl as dinner bowls are 
provided.

Reigning Mrs. Minne-
sota and North Woods art 
teacher Rachel Betterley 
is reprising what has be-
come a signature feature 
of the North Woods event, 

the appearance of Miss 
Minnesota 2022 Rachel 
Evangelisto, the first-ever 
Indigenous contestant to 
wear the crown.

Don’t forget to par-
take in the $1 raffle bas-
ket drawing and the face 
painting corner put on by 
the Art Club.

Empty Bowls is a 
grassroots movement by 
artists around the world to 
raise money for food-re-
lated charities and has 
raised millions of dollars 
to help end hunger.

GRIZZLIES SCHOLARS

The National Honor Society at North Woods School had induction 
ceremonies for new members last week. The inductees are, from left, 
Emily Trip, Lydia Trip, Amber Sopoci, Aidan Hartway, Ella Cornelius, and 
Sierra Schuster. Not pictured are Addison and Alex Burckhardt.   submitted

Clockwise, from upper left, River Cheney is excited about a pitcher she 
made; Riley Las works on a clay scupture; Miss Minnesota 2022 Rachel 
Evangelisto.

Empty Bowl fundraiser to mark 
tenth year at school on Feb. 23

FEEDING THE HUNGRY

IF YOU BUILD IT ...



ELY— Longtime Ely area 
resident and polar explorer Will 
Steger has been awarded the 
2021 Leif Erickson Award for 
his lifetime of exploration in the 
Arctic and the Antarctic as well as 
for his tireless efforts to promote 
preservation of the polar regions. 

The award winners for both 
2021 and 2022 were announced 
recently in Husavik, Iceland, 
home of the Exploration Museum, 
which sponsors the annual award. 
The announcement of the 2021 

winner was delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Born in Richfield, Minn. in 
1944, Steger has led some of the 
most significant dogsled expedi-
tions in history, including the first 
confirmed dogsled journey to the 
North Pole in 1986. He also led 
the longest unsupported dogsled 
expedition, conducted a south–
north traverse of Greenland, and 
led the historic 5,586-kilometer 
International Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition – the first dogsled 
traverse of Antarctica from 1989 
to 1990. In 1995, Steger led the 
first and only dogsled traverse of 

the Arctic Ocean, from Russia 
to Ellesmere Island in Canada. 
Since 1991, Steger has invested 
much of his time and energy to 
highlight the dangers that climate 
change poses to the polar regions.  

The Leif EricksonAwards are 
recognized annually in Iceland 
in three categories—the Leif 
Erikson Award to an explorer 
for a lifetime achievement in 
exploration, the Young Explorer 
Award to an explorer under the 
age of 35 for achievements in 
exploration, and the Exploration 
History Award, awarded to a 
person or an organization that has 

worked to promote and preserve 
exploration history, or to educate 
about exploration, science and 
environmental issues. 

The awards are named 
for the Icelandic explorer Leif 
Erikson who is considered the 
first European to land in North 
America and who, according to 
the Sagas of Icelanders, estab-
lished the first Norse settlement 
at Vinland, tentatively identified 
with the Norse L’Anse aux 
Meadows on the northern tip of 
Newfoundland in modern-day 
Canada.
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Steger named winner of Leif Erickson Award
HONORS

Will Steger, of Ely, is a 
prominent Arctic explorer, 
activist, and educator.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

involved in the incident that 
day, the boat had driven on 
the wrong side of a naviga-
tional buoy and had become 
stuck. Ebel quickly went 
out in his 26-foot service 
boat to help.

When Ebel arrived 
at the scene, he worked 
to position his boat so he 
could secure lines to pull 
the houseboat off the rocks.

“It was very windy, so 
much that it was real tough 
to keep my boat up near 
the houseboat while it was 
grounded,” Ebel said. “I 
couldn’t physically get off 
my boat and hop around 
there.”

He said he noticed two 
park rangers in a boat near 
a maintenance area at the 
visitor center “where law 
enforcement would park 
their boats.”

“They got close enough 
to watch what I was doing, 
so they know I’m pulling it 
off the rocks,” Ebel said. 
“At this time, I’m in the 
middle of taking care of 
my business.”

Pulling houseboats out 
of sticky situations is some-
thing Ebel is accustomed to 
after 22 years of working 
the lake, and once the boat 
was freed he informed the 
couple on board of his 
plan to get the boat to safe 
harbor. With Ebel in the 
lead, they would motor out 
into the channel and travel 
through the nearby narrows 
to the calmer waters of 
Sullivan Bay, where the 
houseboat could be parked 
and thoroughly checked for 
possible damage.

“They were an older 
couple, and they were very 
scared, but they followed 
me,” he said. “I tried to 
make them comfortable.”

Jus t  before  they 
entered the narrows, Ebel 
said, the park rangers’ boat 
approached him from an 
angle and he said he could 
tell they wanted to talk. As 
the houseboat kept pro-
ceeding, Ebel talked with 
the rangers.

“They basically said 
thanks for pulling the boat 
off,” he said. “I might have 
said I’ve had three of them 
today, then I just kind of 
proceeded to go on. They 
motored back up to me and 
asked if my guests’ trip was 
over, and I said no, they’re 
due in tomorrow. I said I 
had plans of getting them 
to Sullivan Bay, and that’s 
all I basically said to them. 
And I kept proceeding and 
doing what I was doing.”

Ebel said it appeared 
the rangers were leaving the 
scene as he circled around 
to retrieve a 14-foot boat 
that had come untied from 
the houseboat, and once 
that was secured he moved 
back into the lead to guide 
the houseboat through the 
narrows. But after entering 
the mouth of the narrows a 
few hundred feet, he turned 
around and saw that the 
rangers hadn’t left.

“I look back and real-
ized that the park rangers 
must have pulled up next 
to the houseboat and must 
have told them to go back 
out into the open in the 
middle of the lake,” Ebel 

said. “I radioed my boat 
and said what’s going on 
guys. They were strug-
gling to turn around and I 
asked them what they were 
doing. And they said well, 
law enforcement says they 
need to board the boat and 
that they wanted us to turn 
around and go all the way 
out into the middle of the 
lake. My response to that 
was that’s a bunch of BS. 
You’re gonna have to turn 
the boat around. We’ll get 
it to Sullivan Bay, we’ll 
park the boat, and they can 
do whatever they want. The 
guest again over the radio 
said okay, that sounds like 
a decision. You’ve got 
to remember they were 
scared. I’m concerned 
about my guests’ safety, 
about the seaworthiness of 
my boat, and now they’re 
telling them to turn around 
when I wasn’t done taking 
care of my equipment.”

Ebel said he turned 
around and idled his way 
back to the rangers in the 
middle of the lake.

“The houseboat was 
clearly now heading back 
toward Sullivan Bay and 
the park rangers just waited 
out there,” Ebel said. “If 
their big concern was to 
get on that boat that they 
wanted to board, why 
were they worried about 
me? Why didn’t they go 
back to the houseboat? 
I’m assuming they heard 
me over the radio through 
their scanner.”

The accounts of what 
transpired when Ebel 
approached the rangers’ 
boat differ in multiple 
respects.

“I’ve met up with a 
ranger out on the lake and 
I had said to him, ‘What’s 
the deal, guys? I gotta get 
this boat parked. I want to 
get this boat into Sullivan 
Bay, what’s the deal?’ 
And I got met with one 
park ranger standing up, 
pointing his finger at me 
and yelling three sentenc-
es: ‘This is none of your 
business. Your job is done 
here. Now leave.’ After he 
yelled at me that it wasn’t 
my business I turned and 
told him, I said, ‘This is my 
f**king business. I’m going 
to tell you what we’re going 
to do. We’re going to park 
the houseboat in Sullivan 
Bay, get them tied up out of 
the wind, and then you can 
do whatever you want. You 
can board the houseboat.’ 
So, at that time, I just started 
driving away, idling.”

Pedersen’s statement 
paints a different picture.

“We had instructed a 
houseboat to follow us into 
the main part of the channel 
because of the wind,” he 
wrote. “The houseboat 
operator started following 
us toward the center of the 
channel, then stopped. I 
observed who I recognized 
and later confirmed as 
Justin Ebel the houseboat 
company owner approach 
our location. Ebel began 
to yell and swear at us and 
tell us we cannot board 
his houseboat. Ebel yelled 
something close to, ‘we are 
going to have a real problem 
if you talk to them.’ The 

tone of Ebel’s yelling was 
loud, forceful and aggravat-
ed. Ebel moved his body/
arms in quick rigid move-
ments pointing his finger.”

Ebel’s and Pederson’s 
versions concur at least in 
part on what happened as 
Ebel continued idling away.

“They kind of pull 
up and the start basically 
saying pull the boat over, 
shut the engines down. I 
just said no, I’m going to 
take care of my boat.”

Ebel provided the 
Timberjay with a 20-second 
cell phone video he took 
containing his comments 
to the rangers as they drove 
alongside him ordering him 
to stop. His tone appeared 
to be one of frustration and 
urgency.

“I will not shut the 
motor down because I’m 
helping one of my guests 
park a boat,” he told the 
rangers. “Once we park 
the boat out of the wind 
then we can deal with this. 
I don’t care who you are. I 
don’t even care. You can do 
what you want, whatever, 
but I’m not stopping until 
I get my guests taken care 
of. This is ridiculous.”

Ebel said that the video 
cut off when he received a 
call from his wife.

Pederson’s statement 
also described Ebel’s non-
compliance with the orders.

“I told Ebel multiple 
times to stop his vessel. 
Multiple times Ebel said 
no. Ebel never stopped his 
vessel. I had to jump from 
my vessel to his and shut 
off his motors while both 
vessels were moving.”

Ebel said he had been 
communicating with his 
wife by phone and that 
she had tried to reach 
Park Superintendent Bob 
DeGross to ask him to 
intervene. When she was 
unsuccessful, Ebel said 
she contacted a long-term 
ranger they knew well, 
Kevin Grossheim.

“Somebody that’s been 
a veteran here for 20 years 
or better, the guy that we 
work with,” Ebel said. 
“These other guys, I don’t 
know them from the paint 
on the wall.”
Boarding and 
confrontation

In another probable 
cause statement, Pederson 
described boarding the boat 
and the ensuing confronta-
tion with Ebel in the cabin 
of his service boat.

“I told Ebel he was 
being seized and to stop,” 
Pederson wrote. “I jumped 
onto his vessel and shut 
off the engines. I grabbed 
Ebel’s arm to control him, 
and he freed his arm. Body 
camera footage appears to 
show he struck me near my 
midsection. I gave Ebel 
commands to get out and 
to get down. I applied a 
pressure point to attempt 
to get pain compliance. 
Ebel continued to wrestle 
me. I wrestled Ebel to the 
ground and ordered Ebel to 
give me his hands. He did 
not give me his hands and 
continued to fight me until 
Ranger [Ryan] Houghton 
deployed his Taser. After 
being Tased, Ebel gave 

me his hands to be hand-
cuffed.”

Ebel gave his recol-
lection of what happened.

“My boat has a large 
cab on it, so he had to come 
through the door,” Ebel 
said. “I put my arm out 
to deflect him coming in, 
like he lunged at me from 
the other boat. After that, I 
don’t know if I got slammed 
down on my seat, but it was 
a matter of seconds that I 
was on the ground. I got 
shot with the first cartridge 
from the Taser in my back-
side below my butt. When I 
went down I had spilled out 
the door against the gunnel 
of the boat.”

Ebel said he took the 
brunt of the fall on his face, 
which stunned him momen-
tarily. He recalls feeling a 
knee digging into his leg 
“real hard.” His phone, 
which had fallen into the 
splash wall in front of the 
gunnel, started ringing, he 
said, and he reached for it.

“As soon as I reached 
to grab my phone, I got met 
with whoever was leaning 
on me and cuffing me, 
‘He’s resisting arrest, hit 
him again.’ And then I got 
shot again with the second 
cartridge of the Taser. I 
was done after that. Your 
body becomes completely 
useless.”

Ebel said the strike to 
the midsection Pederson 
reported was something 
that he wasn’t aware of.

“The tackle came out 
of surprise,” he said. “My 
natural reaction was prob-
ably to put my arm up. I’m 
positive I didn’t wind up 
and swing.”

Ebel also said he 
didn’t remember hearing a 
warning before being shot 
with the Taser.

“I don’t know,” he 
said. “It was windy, we 
were in a boat, it happened 
very quickly. But no, I don’t 
recall hearing anything.”

Ebel said the rangers 
yelled at him to get up.

“I couldn’t physically 
get up,” he said. “I had to 
tell them you need to drag 
me back to an open spot on 
the boat, so they dragged 
me by my feet back to the 
open spot. And I can’t get 
up. At this point I’m pissed. 
I’m using plenty of curse 
words at them because I 
don’t care. So then they sat 
me up on the bench.”

Still concerned about 
the houseboat that was 
motoring toward Sullivan 
Bay, Ebel said he convinced 
the rangers to let him call 
back to his base by radio, 
and he told his wife that 
he’d been arrested and 
that she needed to dispatch 
another employee to go 
assist the houseboat.

The rangers drove the 
boats back to the Ash River 
Visitor Center, where they 
were met by Ebel’s wife 
and Ranger Kevin, who 
removed the Taser prongs, 
Ebel said. 

“That where I sat and 
waited and waited for them 
to decide where they were 
going to take me,” Ebel 
said. “I was told that I was 
probably going to a federal 
prison in Minneapolis and 

I’d be staying the weekend. 
I just sat on the picnic 
table.”

Ebel was actually 
taken to the jail in Bemidji 
in a park ranger truck with 
a holding cell in the back 
to be booked, with a stop at 
the hospital to be checked 
out. Ebel’s wife drove to 
Bemidji to take him home.

“I said I needed to get 
done as quick as possible to 
get booked into jail and it’s 
Saturday night and I need to 
go home because I’ve got a 
business to run,” Ebel said.

Meanwhile, attempts 
to rescue the houseboat 
and guests were successful, 
Ebel said.

“They were able to get 
to the houseboat and they 
brought it into the into the 
base and shored it up,” 
he said. “We didn’t have 
any problems. They were 
thinking on their feet there 
because I was not able to 
have any contact.”

For the sole offense 
Ebel plead guilty to, failure 
to obey a lawful order of a 
government employee or 
agent, he was fined $200. 
He had to pay an addi-
tional $150 of processing 
fees for all five citations, 
which included the dis-
missed charges of disorder-
ly conduct, interfering with 
a government employee, 
improper display of boat 
registration, and assaulting 
or resisting an officer.

In spite of the plea, 
Ebel still believes that 
what he did was in the best 
interests of his customers’ 
safety and disagrees with 
the actions of the rangers.

“Those are my cus-
tomers,” he said. I hold the 
liability for my customers 
and for the seaworthiness 
of my equipment. I can’t 
stress enough that this boat 
needed to be in safe harbor, 
and they weren’t willing 
to facilitate that. I wasn’t 
denying them access to 
the boat. I told them we 
needed to do this first and 
I was taking care of it. 
For them to say that I was 
telling them that they can’t 
go on the boat, I can’t even 
believe it.”

Ebel also said that his 
commercial operator’s 
authorization for the park 
was restricted about two 
weeks following the inci-
dent.

“That allows me to 
function in the park with 
my service boat, doing 

services, fixing equipment, 
pulling stuff of rocks, and 
whatnot, and this got sus-
pended in the middle of 
all of this,” he said. “We 
asked and they gave us a 
two-week extension that 
got us to maybe the end of 
July, and then I had to hire 
another COA operator to 
take on my workload. The 
conditions were that I can’t 
do regular maintenance 
and I couldn’t haul regular 
supplies or goods. I could 
do emergency only for 
rock pulls or something 
that required pulling of a 
houseboat. I had to call 
into I think it was a national 
dispatch in Ohio and tell 
them what I was doing 
and they would relay it to 
Voyageurs. I was extremely 
limited to what I could do 
on the lake because of the 
suspension.”

Ebel said he’s working 
on this year’s application 
now.

“They tell me that 
I’m going to get it back, 
however it will be on proba-
tion for one year,” he said.

Ebel noted that his 
incident occurred at a 
time when park-oriented 
businesses were raising 
concerns about increased 
law enforcement in the 
park and its effect on their 
guests. He referenced the 
four public meetings held 
by park officials to receive 
input about the issue.

“I was shocked to 
find out that there were so 
many other conflicts going 
on with law enforcement 
over probably just petty 
things or random boat 
checks,” he said. “I guess 
I can understand the con-
cerns of the communities 
after my incident. I don’t 
understand. I never saw it 
going that way. I’ve played 
it over a million times, and 
I could never see it going 
that way.”

Editor’s Note: The 
U.S. Park Service has still  
failed to comply with a 
Freedom of Information 
Act request for the prob-
able cause statements 
from this incident. The 
Timberjay was recently 
able to obtain the doc-
uments from another 
governmental entity, 
the Central Violations 
Bureau. 

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5 • 218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

BE MY VALENTINE!
         

RANGE JEWELRY & GIFTS

All Diamond Jewelry

SAVE 25%
thru Feb. 14, 2023

images may
differ from 

merchandise



10   February 10, 2023                                                                                                                                                         THE TIMBERJAY

BAKK...Continued from page 1
Given his former posi-

tions of top leadership, 
including as both Senate 
Majority and Minority 
Leader, Bakk is likely to 
still wield considerable 
influence at the Capitol, 
which could make him 
among the tobacco indus-
try’s heaviest hitters as a 
lobbyist. 

Altria representatives 
are happy to acknowledge 

Bakk’s potential effective-
ness. “As a former leader in 
the Minnesota State Senate, 
Tom Bakk has extensive 
legislative experience and 
we’re pleased to have him 
join us,” said the company 
in a statement. “Tom will 
lobby for Altria on leg-
islative issues related to 
the company, such as a 
potential excise tax increase 
or other restrictions on 

tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts.”

Pat McKone, who has 
headed the Duluth office 
of the American Lung 
Association for many years, 
wasn’t willing to character-
ize Bakk’s new role at the 
Capitol. But she recently 
learned of Bakk’s role 
while reviewing Altria’s 
list of lobbyists. “I’m a reg-
istered lobbyist myself so 

I always look to see who’s 
lobbying for the tobacco 
industry.”

While McKone had 
no comment on Bakk’s 
new role at the Capitol, 
prominent local DFL party 
official Leah Rogne, of 
Greaney, wasn’t as reticent. 
“I think it’s shameful that 
Tom Bakk would do this. 
And please quote me on 
that.”

Public health advo-
cates and the tobacco 
industry are expected to 
face off over a number 
of issues this session, 
most prominently a push 
by the Lung Association 

and other public health 
groups under the banner of 
Minnesotans for a Smoke 
Free Generation to pro-
hibit the sale of menthol 
and other flavored cig-
arettes and e-cigarettes. 
Advocates of the legislation 
say that flavored cigarettes 
have become the primary 
gateway for young people 
to take up smoking and 
they’re hoping that a pro-
hibition will help continue 
the trend toward lower rates 
of smoking among young 
people. And it’s well doc-
umented how menthol-fla-
vored cigarettes were used 
by the tobacco industry 

for years to hook smokers 
in the African-American 
community. 

Other items on the 
public health agenda, 
according to McKone, 
include a proposal to dedi-
cate a portion of the poten-
tial Juul legal settlement 
to smoking education and 
cessation programming as 
well as a change to the law 
that would allow health care 
providers who offer nico-
tine addiction counseling 
to obtain state reimburse-
ments, as they already do 
for counseling for other 
types of substance abuse. 
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appliances. Plans are available for as little as 
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propane and fuel oil appliances.

DRY NEEDLING

Modern pain relief treatMent
Headaches • Jaw pain

Shoulder, neck, & Back pain
Muscular tension 
planter fasciitis

Physical Therapy Clinics in 
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

pHone: 218-481-7603 
WeBSite: living-well-therapy.com

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free 
consultation to see if physical therapy can 

help you or look us up on the web

council argued in favor of 
the withdrawal, noting the 
importance of protecting 
the unique ecosystem of 
the Boundary Waters. Bob 
Graves, a retired 3M engi-
neer cited his decades-long 
experience in engineering 
failure and accident anal-
ysis. After examining the 
documents on the proposed 
mining project, Graves con-
cluded “there is not suffi-
cient safety [in the proposed 
tailings design] to address 
the risk presented by the 
tailings” to the watershed. 

Gerald Tyler was the 
lone speaker in favor of 
the city council’s proposed 
letter protesting the lease 
ban, citing the need for 
more jobs to stop the attri-
tion of businesses and res-
idents. He cited the history 
of state and federal waffling 
on the mining issue, arguing 
that the decisions were 
based primarily on politics 
rather than science.

The debate on the issue 
came only after the council 
batted down an attempt by 
council member Jerome 
Debeltz to limit all public 
comments at requested 
appearances to five minutes 
instead of 15. 

Mayor Heidi Omerza 

ruled that the people who 
applied to appear before the 
council were told that the 
maximum speaking time 
would be 15 minutes, “[We 
can take a council action to 
limit it to five in the future 
but I’m not sure that would 
be quite fair to do so now.”

Debeltz also took issue 
with hearing comments 
from people who don’t live 
in Ely. 

“Every time something 
like this happens, they call 
all the people from out of 
town, and they bring them 
in so they can speak in front 
of the Council. This actu-
ally affects the Ely people 
more than the people that 
aren’t going to live here.”

Debeltz’s comments 
drew criticism from some 

of  the non-residents 
who attended. Madeline 
Fahnline, who helped orga-
nize the show of force for 
the Campaign to Save the 
Boundary Waters, said 
those she had urged to 
attend all list the Ely zip 
code as their residence. “I 
used a tag to (restrict) email 
to (the) 55731 (zip code).” 
Starting several days before 
the meeting, Fahnline and 
colleagues emailed and 
texted to Ely area residents 
to inform them that the 
mineral leases were on the 
city’s agenda. No one came 
forward as the organizer 
of mining supporters who 
were also present.

Three  of  the  12 
members of the public 
who spoke at the meeting 

protested that since they 
spend money within city 
limits, they had the right to 
speak and make their views 
known. 

The packed council 
chambers were noisy at 
times even between speak-
ers and Mayor Omerza had 
to call for quiet on three 
separate occasions. 

Despite the debate, 
the outcome was never in 
doubt. The council voted 
5-1, with Adam Bisbee 
as the lone dissenter, to 
forward a letter of protest 
to the Biden administration. 
Open meeting 
law allegation

At least one member 
of the public turned accu-
satory toward the council 
during the discussion of 

the protest letter. Frederica 
Musgrave alleged that the 
city council was conducting 
business without public 
disclosure of what it was 
doing, complaining that 
she had found out about the 
council agenda by accident. 
At least two other testifiers 
agreed with her.

Musgrave cited a local 
news article regarding the 
action by the Ely Economic 
Development Authority 
to send its own letter in 
protest of the mining lease 
ban, complaining that no 
one knew the EEDA was 
contemplating this before 
its Jan. 31 meeting.

“I had no idea about 
that meeting. I checked the 
website, there’s no agenda. 
There’s no minutes. There’s 
no record of anything.” 

The Timberjay veri-
fied after the city council 
meeting that the EEDA 
and city council meetings 
referred to by Musgrave 
were “regular meetings” 
as defined in Minnesota’s 
open meeting law. As such, 
the meetings don’t require 
additional posting, since 
regular meeting dates are 
already posted at designat-
ed city posting locations.

In questioning city offi-

cials after the Feb. 7  meeting, 
Ely Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski stated, “We are 
not required to publish an 
agenda prior to a meeting.” 
The Timberjay also verified 
this statement. Minnesota’s 
open meeting law only 
requires that a printed 
agenda and supporting 
materials be available to 
the public in the meeting 
room at the time of a regular 
government meeting.

In other business, the 
city council:

Revoked the license 
for the apartments at 105 
W. Conan, owned by Rae 
Bentz. The city’s building 
inspectors and fire marshal 
cited safety concerns over 
wiring, heating units, 
hoarding creating a fire 
hazard, ceiling and floor 
damage, leaking plumbing, 
and structural concerns.

 Did not approve 
another first reading of its 
second attempt at a can-
nabinoid business license 
ordinance. The council 
tabled the issue, stating that 
it has until March 7 before 
the current moratorium 
expires. The council does 
have the option to extend 
the moratorium for up to a 
year, which would be until 
December 2023.

COUNCIL...Continued from page 1

A city council letter of protest to the Biden administration packed the city 
council chambers in Ely on Tuesday. 
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City seeks compromise with Greenwood over contract

LAW ENFORCEMENT

TOWER AMBULANCE

Jeremy Morris sentenced to ten years in federal prison

Clarification

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2021 Chevrolet Blazer 2LT AWD..........Lease Return!........
2020 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4..........New Low Price!......
2020 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4..................Sale Priced!...............
2020 Ford Escape SE AWD...............ONLY 16K Miles!.......
2020 Chrysler Voyager LXI.................Stow-N-Go!..............
2019 Buick Envision Essense..........Fresh Trade In..........
2019 Ford Edge SEL AWD..................31K Miles!................
2019 Ford F-150 XLT Sport Crew 4x4....Only 45K Miles!...
2019 RAM 1500 4x4 Warlock...............Low Miles!...............
2019 RAM 3500 HD Crew 4x4..................Price Cut!.............
2018 Buick Enclave Essense AWD.....Fresh Clean Trade!.

$32,990
$29,990
$39,990
$30,990
$25,990
$24,990
$27,990
$39,990
$38,990
$49,990
$27,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

PRE-OWNED SALES EVENT!

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!
2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT

1500 4X4

* Chevrolet Customer Cash not applicable with all other offers.
Must take delivery by 2/28/2023.

......$55,705
.......$1,799
..........$750

NOW
ONLY $53,156

MSRP
Waschke Discount
  Customer Cash*

1 E. Chapman St • Ely, MN 55731 • 218-365-3221

Wednesday, February 15
5:30-6:30 PM

Ely School Media Center

ESTATE PLANNING CLASS
Learn the basics of developing a Will, 

Trust, and other legal forms.

Register at www.ely.k12.mn.us/communityed
or call Chris at 218-235-1811

www.klunlaw.com

Honor the ones you love by preparing for your future.

FREE through Ely Community Education.

TOWER- City officials here 
have offered new indemnifica-
tion language for townships that 
donate to the city’s ambulance 
replacement fund, but a represen-
tative of Greenwood Township 
suggested the township was 
uninterested in a compromise. 

Greenwood and the city 
have been locked in a dispute 
over indemnification language 
that the township has insisted be 
included in a funding contract for 
the ambulance replacement fund. 
The township refused to provide 
funding to the replacement 
account in 2022 over the dispute. 
Greenwood has demanded that a 
provision in the agreement protect 
the township and its employees 
from liability for any mistakes 
they make while responding to 
911 medical calls. The city had 
balked at assuming liability for 
mistakes on a medical call made 
by individuals that it did not 
employ or train. 

Tower ambulance staff, 
EMTs and EMRs, are employed 
by the city and are covered 
under the city’s liability and 
insurance policies. Other First 
Responders, like those employed 
by Greenwood Township, 
respond to ambulance calls and 
are a first line of treatment on a 
scene until the Tower Ambulance 

staff arrives.
In a bid to bridge the divide, 

the city offered new language 
during the Tower Ambulance 
Commission meeting here on 
Monday.

“This language makes it a 
mutual indemnification,” said 
Tower City Clerk-Treasurer 
Michael Schultz.

Schultz said he consulted 
with the League of Minnesota 
Cities in crafting the language. 
Since the city uses the same 
legal firm as Greenwood, the city 
attorney was not willing to give 
input on the changes at this time, 
Schultz said.

“The city’s position is that 
if two parties respond, whoever 
makes the mistake should be 
responsible,” he said. “The 
League said, in general, whoever 
employs that person would be 
responsible.” Schultz said this is 
a general legal concept that falls 
under the category of general tort 
responsibility.

Other representatives on the 
ambulance commission agreed 
with Tower’s take on the issue. 
All the participating townships as 
well as Bois Forte have already 
signed the 2022 agreement, 
without the indemnity clause that 
Greenwood desires.

“We are only here to replace 
equipment,” said Jeff Damm, who 
represents Bois Forte.

“Tower can’t bear the burden 

of everything,” said Breitung 
representative Chuck Tekautz. 
“If someone from Breitung is 
on the call and makes a bad call, 
Breitung should be responsible.”

But John Bassing, represent-
ing Greenwood at the meeting, 
said the township would not agree 
to the city’s proposal. “There is 
no negotiation on this from the 
Greenwood side,” said Bassing. 
“That is just how it is.” Bassing 
said the mere fact that Greenwood 
is “gifting” money to Tower, 
means they could be drawn into 
a lawsuit claiming injury by the 
ambulance service.

“Wha t  happens  i f  a 
[Greenwood] EMR acts irrespon-
sibly and causes damage,” asked 
Tekautz. “Would Greenwood 
be liable? Then Tower should 
employ everyone that is on a call.”

Tekautz said the group needs 
to focus on its goals of supporting 
the service.

“If we keep on nipping the 
dog here, we aren’t going to have 
an ambulance,” he said.

Bassing insisted the clause 
added in 2021 was all that was 
needed.

“It was a fine clause last 
time,” he said.

Bassing did agree to bring the 
new language to the town board, 
which meets Feb. 14.

TAAS will schedule a 
meeting in March, date to be 
announced, to continue work on 

this issue.
The new language proposed 

by Tower reads “Further, the 
Band and/or the Townships 
agrees to defend and indemni-
fy the City against any claims 
brought or actions filed against 
the City or any officer, employee, 
or volunteer of the City for injury 
to, death of, or damage to the 
property of any third person or 
persons, arising from the Band 
and/or the Townships staff per-
formance or non-performance 
under this Agreement.”
Other business

In other business the com-
mission:

 Heard from Schultz that 
Tower’s payment of about $8,000 
due to the ambulance subsidy 
account from the second half of 
2022 was being held until cash 
flow for the ambulance improves. 
Right now, he said, the service 
does not have enough cash on 
hand to both meet payroll and 
make that payment. “We have 
cut the check. We are just holding 
it,” he said.

 Heard the service had 31 
runs in January and no transfer 
runs.

 Heard the new ambulance 
will be ready for delivery in 12-15 
months, a little earlier than the 
initial estimate.

 Heard that former Tower 
representative Kevin Norby will 

still be active on the ad hoc com-
mittee that is discussing future 
options for the ambulance service. 
“Dena [Suihkonen] and I have 
had communication issues some-
times,” Norby said. “So better I 
step back a bit.” Norby went on 
to say that “Dena is a huge asset 
for the service.”

 Discussed, but made no 
decision, on whether to change 
the structure of the commission 
so there is a president or chair to 
lead meetings. Assistant ambu-
lance Director Karin Schultz will 
be taking minutes as part of her 
regular duties.

  Approved moving the 
ambulance subsidy monies to 
a nine-month CD at Frandsen 
Bank that will pay 3.5-percent 
interest, contingent of making 
sure there will be no penalties on 
the principal amount if the money 
needs to be withdrawn early, in 
the case the ambulance is ready 
for delivery earlier than expected. 
This change would add between 
$6,000 and $7,000 to the subsidy 
account, Schultz said.

 Ambulance director Dena 
Suihkonen was not at the meeting, 
because she was teaching a 
required EMT class and there was 
no alternate instructor available.

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

ORR- Jeremy Morris, 
a former resident here, 
was sentenced Jan. 31 in 
a South Dakota federal 
courtroom to ten years in 
prison for possession of 
over ten pounds of meth-
amphetamines with intent 
to distribute it.

Morris was stopped 
by law enforcement near 

Sturgis, S.D. on July 11, 
2022, and found to be in pos-
session of 4.985 kilograms 
of meth in his vehicle, along 
with a firearm. According 
to court documents, Morris 
admitted to the officers that 
he intended to distribute 
the meth.

Apparently free on 
bond after the stop, Morris 
was taken into custody by 
deputy federal marshals on 

Aug. 10 in Duluth.
At a formal detention 

hearing on Aug. 15 in 
a U.S. District Court in 
Minnesota, a pretrial report 
noted Morris’s past crimi-
nal history, stating that he 
was on “pretrial release 
for a first-degree sale of 
methamphetamine and 
possession of a firearm in 
St. Louis County,” that he 
had been convicted in June 

2022 of aiding a burglary 
offender to avoid arrest, and 
that he had multiple failures 
to appear in court and had 
two probation revocations. 
Magistrate Judge Becky 
Thorson found “clear and 
convincing evidence that 
Mr. Morris presents a risk 
of danger to the communi-
ty and … that he presents 
risk of non-appearance” in 
ruling Morris be detained 

without bond and trans-
ferred to South Dakota. 
Morris was held in the 
Sherburne County Jail 
until federal marshals could 
transport him to South 
Dakota, according to court 
documents.

Morris initially entered 
a plea of not guilty in 
South Dakota on Sept. 19 
but changed it to guilty on 
Sept. 29 in a plea agreement 

that provided for a possible 
reduction in the level of his 
offense per U.S. sentencing 
guidelines. That agreement 
was accepted by the court 
on Oct. 14.

In addition to the 
minimum ten-year prison 
sentence, Morris must serve 
five years of supervised 
release and pay $100 to the 
Federal Criminal Victims 
Fund.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

The Timberjay’s Jan. 27 story on 
fraud may have given a misleading 
impression by suggesting that an 
individual’s credit card numbers 
were “probably” obtained by photo-
graphing the card while it was lying 
in the open in a local establishment. 
We have no evidence this was how 

the numbers were obtained. It was 
suggested to highlight the risk that 
the prevalence of cameras on phones 
poses when any of us leave a credit 
card exposed in a public location. 

Further, the Timberjay errone-
ously stated that charges to a sports 
betting website made with the credit 

card in question were reversed by 
the betting site. In fact, the funds 
have been restored as a “provisional 
credit” by the victim’s bank while 
an investigation of the incident is 
ongoing. The Timberjay regrets the 
error and any possible confusion or 
inconvenience.



by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

12 February 10, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                       THE TIMBERJAY

www.timberjay.com

Moving from environmental awareness to action
VCS students show off their research projects at expo day on Feb. 1

427 E. Sheridan St., Ely • 218.365.7300 • info@elysartandsoul.com
Regular Gallery Hours: Thurs-Sat. 10 AM to 4 PM

February 11

     

Ely Winter Festival
• Demonstration Event •

Mary Louise Icenhour • 11 AM to 3 PM
Demonstrating Sweetgrass

Basket Making
• REFRESHMENTS SERVED •

See work by Artist : 
Nancy Scheibe

including her scratchboard piece:
“PUP HOWL”

framed-$70

Valentine’s Specials
UFFDAUFFDA

Thrifts & Gifts
Tower, MN

Your One-Stop Shop
For

 Valentine’s Day!
Open Daily 10-5

Buy Your 
Sweetheart a Card, 

Receive a FREE
3-Stem Rose 

Bouquet!

Valentine Gnomes & Gifts
while supplies last

603 Main St, Tower • 218-753-3423
(next to Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques)

Capture Her BrillianceCapture Her Brilliance
Let Us Rock You With Stunning Custom Designs!

JEWELERSROCKS THE 
Like us on FACEBOOK

314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-ROCK (7625)

        We Offer
• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom jewelry design
• Jewelry appraisals
•  Watch batteries
•  Stone remounting

We Buy
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145 W. Camp St, Ely • 365-6555

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Plenty of Pet Supplies
Including DOG BOOTIES

NICE selection
of plants with some
blooming...including

Begonias and Orchids

Browse our Gift Items to
sweeten your 

Valentine’s special day!

SEED PACKS 
ARRIVING SOON!

SEED-STARTING
SUPPLIES AVAILABLE

TOWER- Can mushrooms 
be used to recycle plastic? Can 
plastic be used to make bricks 
sturdy enough for construction? 
How can you set up a worm 
composting system at your 
home? How can we reduce food 
waste? Can plant fibers reduce 
our need for plastics? How do 
we recycle medical waste safe-
ly? And what about nuclear 
waste?

These were just some of the 
questions that students at Ver-
milion Country School tried to 
answer during the school’s En-
vironmental Expo on Feb. 1.

VCS has a focus on en-
vironmental education, and 
during last week’s expo day, 
students took knowledge gained 
from environmental education 
(EE) studies throughout the year 
to create projects that showed 
ways to solve environmental 
problems created by waste.

The goals of the EE pro-
gram are five-fold: building 
awareness, gaining knowledge, 
changing attitudes, and learning 
skills, which all lead to the final 
goal of having students take ac-
tion.

Each year the school’s en-
vironmental curriculum has a 
new focus, and for the first half 
of the school year, the focus was 
on recycling and waste reduc-
tion. Students set up recycling 
stations throughout the school 
building, took data on the types 
of recyclables being collected, 
visited the St. Louis County re-
cycling facility to see how local 
recyclables are handled, and 
learned where different types 
of recycled items go, and what 
happens when certain types of 
waste, specifically plastics, are 
not recycled.

The students then worked 
in small groups to identify a 
concern and create an action 
plan that could help solve an is-
sue relating to solid waste.

“Expo Day was a huge suc-

cess,” said the school’s new di-
rector, Sam O’Brien. “Students 
worked independently and pre-
sented real solutions to the chal-
lenges they see in their commu-
nity. It was a really wonderful 
opportunity to see students work 
within their experiences and 
find real solutions.”

Parents and family mem-
bers were invited to come view 
the projects, as well as interest-
ed community members. 

“Students did a great job 
with their research,” said Adri-
enne Whiteman, whose daugh-
ter is a senior at VCS. “They 
were very creative. I wish all 
the students’ parents had come.”

Projects were judged 
through a three-tier evaluation 
process. Teams of teachers, 
staff, and school volunteers met 
with each team and listened as 
the team did an oral presenta-
tion and then evaluated them on 
their project. Those attending 
the expo got a chance to give 
comments on each project, and 
the students were required to do 
self-evaluations.

“Each group chose their 
own project,” said teacher Kar-
in Schmidt. “They identified a 
problem and found some solu-
tions. Now they are creating 
awareness.”

Schmidt said the older stu-
dents, who had been doing these 
types of projects for several 
years, “really knocked it out 
of the park.” But she also said 
the school’s new students really 
performed above expectations 
and did a great job. She added 
that the students are learning 
how to honestly self-evaluate 
their work, a crucial step in the 
learning process. Students had 
to note what they had contribut-
ed to the project, how well they 
had worked as a team, if they 
had come to class prepared, 
helped find the materials needed 
to create the presentation, and 
did their fair share of the work.

One thing the staff noticed 

this year, Schmidt said, was that 
there wasn’t enough time for 
students to get a good look at 
all the other projects. Going for-
ward, she said, they will be sure 
to schedule time for students to 
spend time learning about their 
classmates’ research.

The school will host a sec-
ond expo day later in the spring. 
Projects will focus on fresh wa-
ter as a resource, keeping water 
clean, not wasting fresh water, 
and study parts of the world 
where clean water is scarce and 
how that impacts daily life and 
health.

During the pandemic, expo 
day was not open to families. 
But this year, attendance was 
above expectations, with a ma-
jority of students having a fam-
ily member attend. The day was 
also a chance to show off other 
work by students, such as art 
projects. 

“We had great support from 
our parents and the communi-
ty,” said teacher Ashley Miller.

“Our students learned a 
lot,” said office manager Karla 
Lundstrom. “They all worked 
really hard, and they got to show 
off their knowledge to parents 
and community members.”

Right: Jaymes Scholz and 
Kyla Reichensperger looked 
into ways to safely recycle 
medical waste.

Above: (from left) Ally Heglin, Destinay Burks, and Tae 
(Amelia) Hietala did a project on composting food waste 
using worms.

Below: Anna Chavez (left) and Haedyn Miller explored the 
idea of using mushrooms to break down plastic into safer 
compounds. photos by S. Ukkola



FIELD TWP- Overtime is 
prime time for the North Woods 
girls basketball team, as they picked 
up extra period wins against Deer 
River and Cherry this week, sand-
wiched around a solid win against 
Hill City.

Playing on back-to-back nights 
last week, the North Woods girls 
chalked up a big 64-63 overtime 
road win against Deer River on 
Feb. 2 then returned to the home 
hardwoods for a 58-36 thrashing 
of Hill City.

Deer River came into the 
Thursday game intent on putting 
a halt to a five-game losing streak 
and made it tough on the Grizzlies 
early, forging to an 18-13 lead. But 
a ten-point run fueled by a trey and 
six total points by Hannah Kinsey 
put North Woods on top 23-18 with 
just under four minutes to go before 
halftime. Buckets by River Cheney 
and Talise Goodsky helped to push 
the lead to 30-22 at the break.

North Woods held the Warriors 
at bay for most of the second half, 

going up by 11 at one point on a 
Brynn Chosa triple, 44-33, but 
Deer River was back within five, 
49-44, with 4:12 left. The Warriors 
completed the comeback with :32 
remaining with a bucket to tie the 
score at 56 all, and each team hit a 
free throw down the stretch to end 
regulation knotted at 57-57.

Deer River was the first to draw 
blood in overtime, connecting on 
three charities for a 60-57 lead, 
Kiana LaRoque broke the ice for 
North Woods with a bucket and 
Goodsky followed up with a fast 
break score to put the Grizzlies in 
front 61-60. Free throws by Cheney 
and Kinsey extended the lead to 
63-60 before the Warriors notched 
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NORDIC SKIING

GIRLS BASKETBALL

POSTHUMOUS RECOGNITION

Grizzlies take two in OT
See NW BOYS...pg. 2BNotch a third win, 58-36, over Hill City

Timberwolves fall to Mt. Iron-Buhl

Above: The Grizzlies’ Brynn 
Chosa and Tatum Barto try to 
head off a Hill City pass.

Right: North Woods’ River 
Cheney races down the court.
photos by D. Colburn

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Gawboy inducted for swimming achievements

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See  SKIING ...pg. 2B

Devine 
again tops 
the field

See  GRIZZLIES..pg. 2B

GIRLS BASKETBALL

DULUTH— Ely Nordic 
skiers were headed into the Section 
7 meet on Wednesday after a string 
of recent strong performances, 
particularly by senior standout Zoe 
Devine. (Note that sectional results 
were not available until after the 
Timberjay’s Wednesday presstime)

In their final meet ahead of 
sectionals, Devine again topped 
a girls field of 82 racers in the 
pursuit competition, a repeat of her 
first-place finish at the Ely Invite 
held Jan. 27. 

Devine took second in the 
freestyle portion of the pursuit 
competition, 12 seconds behind 
her most persistent rival of late, 
Rowan Bixler of Duluth East. 
Devine, however, topped Bixler 
in the classic portion by nearly 
45 seconds to claim first with an 
overall pursuit time of 29:29.0.

The girls team had help from 
strong performances from junior 
Claire Blauch, who finished 13th 
overall, junior Ava Skustad (15th) 
and senior Phoebe Helms, who 
finished 16th. The girls team, as 
they have most of the season, took 
second overall, behind only Nordic 
powerhouse Duluth East.

Sophomore Eli Olson was 
the top Ely finisher on the boys 

REGIONAL— The 
late Robert “Bob” Gawboy 
was inducted last month 
into the North American 
Indigenous Athletics Hall 
of Fame for his remarkable 
achievements in the sport of 
swimming. 

While swimming is 
not a sport in which Native 
Americans have typically 
excelled, Gawboy, born 
June 28, 1932 on the 

Vermilion Reservation, 
was an exception.

Gawboy, whose family 
moved to Ely when he was 
14, got his start in compet-
itive swimming at the Ely 
High School. He joined 
the swim team because it 
practiced at noon, rather 
than after school, which 
meant he could still catch 
the bus home, rather than 
walk ten miles. 

In 1949, Gawboy 
helped lead Ely to a state 
swimming champion-

ship, placing first in the 
100-breaststroke. The 
following year, Gawboy 
broke a state record in 
the 200-freestyle and 
set national high school 
records in two individual 
medley events. 

Gawboy, by then a 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See  GAWBOY...pg. 2B

Right: A young Robert 
Gawboy emerges from a 
pool during the heyday of 
his swimming career.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

BOYS BASKETBALL

FIELD TWP- The North 
Wood Grizzlies were raining tri-
fectas at home Monday against 
Blackduck, but it was a three-point-
er they didn’t take that sank them 
in a heartbreaking 94-91 loss.

The Drakes put a sturdy, 
tall five on the floor against the 
Grizzlies, effectively clogging 
up the middle and daring North 
Woods to beat them from the 
perimeter. Jared Chiabotti picked 
up the teams first trey for a 7-6 lead, 
and Jonah Burnett canned another 
the next trip down the floor for a 
10-8 edge. That tight early battle 
characterized the entire first half 
as the teams battled fiercely to a 
45-45 halftime tie.

Brenden Chiabotti got the 
Grizzlies out of the blocks quickly 

Grizzlies 
split on 
the week

ELY- In a hard-fought 
contest against two of the 
best girls teams in the region, 
the Rangers came out on top 

here on Monday, 76-58. 
The score obscures 

a remarkable game for 
the Timberwolves as they 
mounted an impressive 
rally against a formidable 
opponent. 

A quick start by the 
Rangers left the Wolves in 
a deep hole early. Barely 
five minutes in, they found 
themselves down 19-6 and 
trailed 42-24 at the half. 

But the Wolves refused 
to say die and slowly clawed 
their way back into the game 
as they adjusted their offens-
es on the fly.

The Rangers kept up 
the pressure, however, and 
proved too much for the 
Wolves playing on Ely’s 
home hardwood. 

Senior Madeline Perry 
once again led the team with 
20 points, followed by junior 

Hannah Penke with 14 and 
junior Sarah Visser with 10.

The Wolves were set 
to  hit the road Thursday, to 
play Mesabi East. They’ll be 
in Floodwood on Saturday 
to take on the Polar Bears. 
They’ll be back home on 
Monday to take on the 
Chisholm Bluestreaks. 

Left: Senior Grace 
LaTourell goes up for a 
jump shot while under 
heavy pressure from a 
Mt. Iron-Buhl defender.

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

photo by J. Greeney



ELY— The red-hot Timberwolves hit a 
chilly stretch this past week as they dropped 
two straight games to slip to 15-5 on the season.

Playing here on Tuesday, they struggled 
against Deer River, slipping 82-72. “They’re a 
very skilled and physical team,” said Ely Head 
Coach Tom McDonald. “We struggled with 
rebounding,” he said, noting that the Warriors 
tallied 28 offensive rebounds to keep the Wolves 
off-balance. 

Freshman guard Jack Davies led Ely offen-
sively with 23 points, while senior guard Joey 
Bianco added 18 and sophomore Caid Chittum 
tallied 17. Senior Erron Anderson added eight 
rebounds. 

Playing at the Target Center on Saturday, 
the Wolves fell to Two Harbors 75-62. “It was 
tied at 34 at the half but a bad stretch in the 
second half did us in,” said McDonald. “We 
just couldn’t rebound with their athleticism.”

Bianco and Davies dominated the scoring 
for Ely with 23 points apiece, while Bianco 
added eight boards and seven assists.

The Wolves will host Mesabi East on 
Friday, with a 7:15 p.m. varsity start. They’ll 
have a week’s break before hosting Chisholm 
on Friday, Feb. 17. 
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Ely drops twoWolves take two 
raucous matches

SKIING..Continued from page 1B

GAWBOY..Continued from page 1B

HOCKEY

NW BOYS..Continued from page 1B

swimming sensation, went 
on to swim for Perdue, 
where he placed first in the 
150-IM at the East-West 
collegiate competition. 
In 1952, at the NCAA 
Nationals, he took second 
in the 150-IM.

But Gawboy’s most 
remarkable achievements 
came in the wake of surgery 
to repair a congenital arteri-
al condition in his left leg, 
which forced him to stop 
swimming for a time. After 
surgery to repair the condi-
tion, Gawboy eventually 
returned to swimming in 
early 1955 while on a schol-
arship at the University of 
Minnesota. Just two months 
later, after a two-year hiatus 
from swimming, Gawboy 
shocked the sports world 
on April 1, 1955 at the 
AAU Indoor National 
Championship at Yale. 
That’s where he swam the 
220-breaststroke in 2:38.0, 
cracking what was then the 
world record. 

Gawboy, who later 
reported that the pain in his 

leg was excruciating during 
the race, was emotional 
after his win, and he erupted 
in whoops and hollers in 
celebration, antics that the 
press later referred to as 
“war whoops.”

Despite his athletic 
prowess, Gawboy’s life 
was relatively short. He 
died on July 15, 1987, at 
the age of 55, due to com-
plications from multiple 
sclerosis. Prior to his death, 
Gawboy was inducted 
into the American Indian 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
Lawrence, Kan. as the sole 
swimmer. 

Information for this 
story came from the North 
American Indigenous 
Athletics Hall of Fame.

a bucket to get within one, 
63-62, with :28 remaining. 
The Grizzlies’ Helen Koch 
was fouled on the next pos-
session and cooly dropped 
in a pair of charities, the 
fifth North Woods starter 
to score in the extra period, 
making the score 65-62. 
The Warriors managed one 
more basket down low but 
ran out of time, preserving 
the 65-64 Grizzlies’ victory.

“It was a great game 
for the fans, winning by one 
in overtime,” North Woods 
Head Coach Liz Cheney 
said. “We had kind of a 
slow start. Baskets were not 

going in for us. We were 
shooting from the outside 
instead of driving in and 
going for the short shot.”

Cheney was pleased 
her team didn’t get rattled 
when they got pushed to 
overtime.

“Everyone’s anxiety 
was a little bit high, but 
they maintained their com-
posure and got the win 
anyway,” she said.

Cheney led three 
Grizzlies players in double 
figures with 16, followed 
by Kinsey and Koch with 
13 each.

Against Hill City on 

Friday, the Grizzlies broke 
an early 12-12 tie with a 
pair of Koch buckets and 
a pair of Cheney charities 
to go up 18-12. Cheney 
knocked down two more 
shots from the floor as the 
Grizzlies lead expanded 
to 22-16, and the lead was 
seven at the break, 25-19. 
Hill City was within five 
at 37-32 with nine minutes 
remaining, but the Grizzlies 
put together a devastating 
display of offense and 
defense, closing out the 
game on a huge 19-4 run 
to win 58-36. North Woods 
picked up three balls from 

Koch, Brynn Chosa, and 
Sierra Schuster in the blitz.

The Grizzlies were led 
by Koch with 16, followed 
by Cheney with 14 and 
LaRoque with 12.

Tuesday’s game at 
Cherry was a pairing of 
teams with quickness and 
full court presses, both 
of which played into the 
outcome of this one. 

The Grizzlies and 
Tigers traded blows early, 
but North Woods took 
better advantage of turn-
overs to edge ahead 29-25. 
Koch and Tatum Barto each 
score five points in the 

waning minutes of the first 
half to give the Grizzlies 
a 12-point lead, 39-27, at 
the break.

In the second half it 
was the Tigers’ turn to show 
what their speed and press 
could do. Turning the tables 
and rattling the Grizzlies 
into repeated turnovers 
and poor shooting, Cherry 
chopped a 14-point deficit 
to 49-41 before before 
reeling off an 10-0 spurt to 
take a 51-49 lead. Koch hit 
a pair of free throws with 
:29 left in regulation to put 
North Woods up 58-56, 
but Cherry raced down 

the court for a two-pointer 
before the buzzer to send it 
to overtime.

Two quick baskets 
by Koch and LaRoque to 
open the extra period and 
four free throws down the 
stretch, one by Kinsey and 
three by Koch, sealed the 
66-63 win.

Koch again led the 
team in scoring with 20. 
LaRoque dropped in 12 and 
Kinsey added 11.

side, finishing 14th with a 
combined time of 30:00.7. 
Fellow sophomores Dylan 
Durkin and Silas Solum 
finished 18th and 19th 
overall in a field of 87 
competitors with combined 
times of 30:26.9 and 30:46.6 
respectively. 

Those times left the 
boys team in third place 
among the ten teams in the 
competition. 

Sectional results will 
be available Thursday at 
timberjay.com and in the 
Feb. 17 print edition of the 
Timberjay.

GRIZZLIES..Continued from page 1B

with a rainbow three to 
start the second half, and 
picked up two more from 
Burnett and Louie Panichi 
to keep close at 57-56, 
but the Drakes soared 
as the Grizzlies turned 
cold, putting together a 
14-2 run to go up by 14, 
71-59. Ben Kruse started 
the Grizzlies’ long climb 
back with a three, and 
then with three minutes 
left and the Drakes’ lead 
whittled down to 82-80, 
Brenden Chiabotti got hot 
from long range.  On three 
consecutive trips down the 
floor Chiabotti connected 

on treys, the second an acro-
batic off-balance stunner, 
and the third the score that 
tied the game 86-86. North 
Woods regained the lead 
on a Jared Chiabotti steal 
and fast break, causing 
Blackduck to take a time 
out with 1:18 left.

When they came out 
of the huddle the Drakes 
scored a trey of their 
own, going back in front 
91-89. Two North Woods 
three-pointers missed the 
mark, and the Drakes added 
a free throw following a 
Grizzlies’ foul. With both 
teams scoring from the 

free throw line in the last 
30 seconds, Blackduck 
led 94-91 when North 
Woods’ Eli Smith rebound-
ed a missed charity and 
the Grizzlies calling time 
out immediately with 5.9 
seconds to set up for a 
three-pointer to send the 
game to overtime. 

But on the inbounds 
pass from Panichi to Jared 
Chiabotti, a Blackduck 
defender reached in and 
knocked the ball off 
Chiabotti’s leg, sending 
the ball out of bounds and 
the Grizzlies’ hopes with 
it. The Drakes ran out the 

final seconds to escape with 
the win.

Threes  kep t  t he 
Grizzlies in the game, as 
five North Woods players 
hoisted up a combined 35 
long balls and connected 
on 14 for 40 percent, one 
of their best efforts from 
beyond the arc for the 
season. Blackduck’s attack 
inside was even more effec-
tive, with the Drakes shoot-
ing 65 percent on 30-of-46 
shooting and a 52-32 edge 
in points scored in the paint.

Brenden Chiabotti led 
the North Woods offense 
with 24 points, including 

six treys. Burnett scored 22, 
Jared Chiabotti had 21, and 
Panichi added 12.
Greenway

The Grizzles fared 
better last Friday on a road 
trip to take on Greenway in 
a game where their perfor-
mance is aptly described 
relentless. North Woods 
raced to a 21-8 lead, with-
stood a comeback attempt 
that got the Raiders within 
five, and closed out the 
first half with a 47-35 lead. 
The Grizzlies lead steadily 
grew in the second half, due 
in large part to lockdown 
defense that created easy 

scoring opportunities, and 
North Woods ran away with 
this one 87-60.

The Grizzlies forced 28 
turnovers with 22 steals and 
scored 37 points off Raiders 
miscues. Offensively the 
Grizzlies shot 51 percent 
from two-point range and 
44 percent overall.

Burnett was the leading 
scorer with 19, Brenden 
Chiabotti had 17, Jared 
Chiabotti hit for 14, and 
Smith broke into dou-
ble-digits with 14.

ELY- Hockey is known 
for sometimes rowdy behav-
ior on the ice, but during a 
Friday night matchup here 
against the St. Paul-Johnson 
Governors, it was parents 
causing most of the prob-
lems. Two St. Paul parents 
had to be removed from the 
Ely Arena for repeatedly 
shouting expletives and the 
game’s announcer twice 
more told those in the audi-
ence to keep it civil. 

It wasn’t much better 
on the ice, even as the 
Timberwolves managed to 
skate through the occasional 
gauntlet of taunts to beat 
the Governors 6-3. While 
one incident during the 
third period threatened to 
turn to fisticuffs, players 

on both teams landed in 
the penalty box. Ely Junior 
Drew Marolt, who was 
forced to cool down in the 
box, told the Timberjay 
reporter that he had been 
called something by the 
visiting team that can’t be 
printed in a local newspaper.

The Governors might 
have done better to focus 
on the fundamentals, as the 
Timberwolves beat them a 
second time, 8-3, during a 
game played at the Babbitt 
Arena.

“The boys played hard 
against St. Paul,” said Head 
Coach Jake Myers. “The 
team kept the game simple, 
got pucks to the net, and it 
paid off for them. Attitudes 
were positive the whole 
weekend series, and every-
one worked together to have 
success which was awesome 

as a coach to see.”
Ely dominated play 

throughout Friday night’s 
game ,  doub l ing  the 
Governors in shots on 
goal. Ely put up three in 
the first period, including a 
goal by senior Kole Macho 
with assists from junior Wes 
Sandy and senior Logan 
Lee. Sophomore Garrett 
Rohr added the second 

goalwith an assist from 
Sandy, and Marolt picked 
up the third with another 
assist from Sandy.

Junior Deegan Richards 
capped the scoring with a 
hat trick, thanks to assists 
from junior Tommy Homer 
in the second period, and by 
junior Kadein Zupancich 
both times in the third 
period. 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

BOYS BASKETBALL

Ely junior Drew Marolt steals the puck during 
the Feb. 3 game against the St. Paul Johnson 
Governors. photo by C. Clark

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950
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 Obituaries and Death Notices
Linda K. Williams

Linda Kay Whee-
land Williams, 80, of Ely, 
passed away on Monday, 
Jan. 30, 2023, at Boundary 
Waters Care Center after 
a lengthy illness. Funeral 
services were held at Ely 
United Methodist Church 
on Saturday, Feb. 4. Fam-
ily arrangements were en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely.

She is survived by 
her sister, Marcia Bu-
resch of Nebraska; son, 
Doug (Rhonda) Williams 
of Georgia; daughter, Mi-
chelle Cole of Ely; son, 
Steve (Kristin) Williams 
of Burnsville; grandchil-
dren, Jessica Cole, Travis 
Cole, Alicia Cole, Casey 
Swain, Tyler Williams, 

Bryan (Tomi) Cole, Dylan 
(Mallory) Williams, Tan-
ner Williams, Kylie Wil-
liams, Kendal Williams 
and Daisy Williams; and 
nine great-grandchildren.
Annette M. Dax

Annette Marie Dax, 
74, of Orr, passed away 
on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023. 
There will be a private 

family interment in the 
spring. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

Glen L. Chilcote
Glen L. Chilcote, of 

Angora, left this earth 
from the beauty and com-
fort of his own home on 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023. A 

full obituary will be post-
ed before his celebration 
of life which is planned 
for 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 6 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Cook. Visita-
tion will be one hour pri-
or. Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

Sisu Designs Yarn Shop
31 W. Chapman St.
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-6613

sisudesigns.org

Learn to Knit Class
Sundays 1-3 PM

$15 / hour. Walk-ins welcome.
Includes supplies.

I f you have questions please 
         call 218-365-6613

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

Work in an atmosphere where your well-being matters! EBCH provides employee assistance and 
wellness programs and offers FLEXIBLE scheduling arrangements to support our staff and ensure a 
proper work-life balance. EBCH is continuously looking for new ways to show our team the appreci-
ation they deserve. For example, we recently implemented Bucketlist, a rewards and recognition 
system, and our staff can’t say enough great things about it!  
 
Our Full-Time Accounts Payable position requires the candidate will work in conjunction with our 
Finance Department and all areas of EBCH. This position is responsible for ensuring the payment of 
supplies and services, verifying the accuracy of invoices and vendors, and coordinating internal 
communication and invoice and payment notices through our Premier system.  This position is re-
sponsible for printing checks and documenting all invoices and payments accurately in our system. 
This position involves working directly with vendors, employees, and our leadership team. Candi-
dates should have experience in accounting or accounts payable and solid attention to detail.  
 
This position has competitive wages and will be offered our brand-new benefits package. EBCH of-
fers multiple health insurance options and health savings account with employer contribution. EBCH 
offers employer-paid life insurance, vision plan, and short and long-term disability policy for our full
-time employees. EBCH offers several other benefits, such as dental, voluntary employee, and 
spousal life insurance options and a 403b retirement plan with an employer match.  Our paid time 
off plans supports work-life balance by providing generous time off for vacation, sick days, and holi-
days! EBCH also offers professional growth and tuition reimbursement opportunities. Apply online 
today at www.ebch.org.  

ww.ebch.org  
328 W. Conan St.  |  Ely, MN 55731  |  218-365-8704 
www.ebch.org 
“...committed to caring for and enhancing the health and well-
being of the community we serve.” 

Seeking a positive team player to join our Finance Department at Ely-Bloomenson Community 
Hospital as a Full-Time Accounts Payable Representative!! 

We offer a fun, positive, safe, and rewarding environment that supports you to be your best!  

EOE 

Data-Practices 
Coordinator

This is a newly created position in the St. Louis County 
Attorney’s Office in Duluth.
The coordinator will work under the supervision of an 
Assistant County Attorney in handling responses to 
requests for access to data and performing other duties 
under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 
(MGDPA) and related laws concerning government 
data.

Experience with the MGDPA, the federal Freedom of 
Information Act, or similar laws is preferred but not 
required.

The full wage range for this position is $53,879 to 
$81,390 per year. The actual starting wage will depend 
on the hired person’s qualifications.

To apply, please send a cover letter and résumé 
to Office Administrator Wade Backstrom by e-mail 
to backstromw@stlouiscountymn.gov or mail to the 
St. Louis County Attorney’s Office, St. Louis County 
Courthouse, 100 North Fifth Avenue West, Room 501, 
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1298.

Application materials must be received no later than 
February 22, 2023.
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1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

BIRD
SEED

Gift Store  &  Gallery  Monday-Saturday 10-4     
•  MealeysInEly.com  • 124 N. Central Ave.  • 218-365-3639    

Find  

Something  Special  
for your  

Special   
Person!

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Stay with US...
you’ll LOVE it!

Reserve on our website:
vermilionparkinn.com

Includes continental breakfast!
Near snowmobile trails,

state parks, casino

 

3191 Hwy 77, Tower 
(Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant 
753-5707 Pizza

Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUBVERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

12 oz. New York Strip with 
                3 Breaded Shrimp...$35.95
Crabcakes...$16.95

Coconut Mahi Mahi...$23.95

Plus..Full Menu

Tuesday, February 14 • 4-9 PM

All served with soup or salad
and choice of potato

RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED!

ELY - Ely & Northeast Range 
high school students are invited to 
a career fair Wednesday, March 8, 
starting at 8 a.m. at Ely High School.  
Businesses interested in having a ta-
ble at the career fair should reserve 
their spot with the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce by March 1.  

A second career fair will be 
held at Minnesota North College – 
Vermilion campus on Wednesday, 
March 29, from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
Registration for the career fair is 
through NorthForce at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/Z7RGF8V.  
Preregistration is required.  Busi-
nesses can also visit with Ali at the 
Vermilion campus event to learn 
about all the resources NorthForce 
offers.

A third event also on Wednes-

day, March 29, is scheduled for 6 – 8 
p.m. at the Grand Ely Lodge.  Busi-
nesses that would like to have a ta-
ble should contact the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce by March 23.  

Businesses can contact the 
chamber office to register for the 
high school and Grand Ely Lodge 
events.  They can also provide job 
openings for an area list.  Chamber 
members will also have their job 
openings added to the Ely.org job 
board.  The Ely Chamber of Com-
merce will hand out copies of the 
job list at all three events.

“We are focusing on three dif-
ferent demographics across the var-
ious job-career fairs; high school, 
college, and residents.  NorthForce 
is a fantastic resource for area busi-
nesses, and we are happy to partner 

with them for the Vermilion campus 
event.  NorthForce offers a free job 
board at northforce.org.  Their web-
site is a great resource for individu-
als who relocate to Iron Range com-
munities.  The more area businesses 
that list jobs at NorthForce, the bet-
ter draw it is for people to move here 
– potential new residents can see we 
are a strong, growing community 
with plenty of employment oppor-
tunities,” said Eva Sebesta, execu-
tive director of the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce.  

For questions, job listings, or 
registrations for either the high 
school or Grand Ely Lodge events, 
contact director@ely.org or call 
218-365-6123.  

Ely Chamber of Commerce and NorthForce sponsoring job 
fairs for high school, college students, and adults 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/5/2023 North

Grant County is seeking a

Highway Engineer
For more information 

scan the code or visit us at
www.co.grant.mn.us
or call at 218-685-8323



This year’s early deep snow 
has made an otherwise mild winter 
tougher than it might otherwise have 
been for deer and some other wildlife. 
But the dense 18-20-inch blanket, 
and more that fell on top, has been a 
boon for one of our North Country 
denizens, the snowshoe hare. 

As their name suggests, the snow-
shoe hare is 
adapted for 
deep snow, 
and the more 
the merrier. 

D e e p 
snow pro-
vides snow-
shoe hares 
w i t h  o n e 
a d v a n t a g e 
after another. 
Thanks  t o 
their excep-
tionally large 
back  f ee t , 
these well-adapted hares can easily 
scamper away atop the snow even as 
many of their predators, like wolves, 
coyotes, and bobcats (Canada lynx 
being the only exception), are left 
wallowing. 

December’s snowfall, which 

was initially wet and sticky created 
other advantages as well. The snow 
bent over massive amounts of brush 
and small trees through the region’s 
forests, leaving hares with countless 
hiding spots. In many areas, the snow 
forms an almost impenetrable roof 
atop areas of bent-over brush. That 
provides bunnies with nice thermal 
cover at night as well as protection 
from their primary aerial predators, 
like goshawks and great-horned owls. 

All that bent over vegetation is 
also providing our hare population 
with some excellent nutrition this 
winter. The growing tips of branches 

tend to be the most nutritious, but 
they’re often inaccessible to herbi-
vores down on the ground. 

Not so this winter as massive 
numbers of young trees were bent 
over double, leaving their nutritious 
vegetation within easy reach of 
hares and other herbivores. And the 
deep, dense snow provides bunnies 
a nice lift, helping them reach those 
branches that may not have made it 
all the way down to the ground. For 
the snowshoe hares this winter, food 
is literally falling from the sky. It’s 
a good time, in other words, to be a 
bunny in the North Country. 

Left: The top of a 
young white pine, 
brought down by 
heavy snow in 
December, provides 
a ready meal for a 
snowshoe hare, who 
left a small pile of his 
calling cards behind.

Right: A snowshoe 
hare stands at alert.

photos by M. Helmberger

LIFE AT THE LAKE
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Why the hares are happy

Fishing reports

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Learn to attract more wildlife

Stream trout anglers 
continue to report good 
success with rainbows and 
brook trout in shallow water 
near downed trees, main 
lake points and weed beds. 
Small jigging spoons and 
small tungsten jigs tipped 
with a dead minnow or 
waxies are working well.

Walleye have become 
very active this last week. 
Anglers have been catching 
good numbers and good 
size walleyes in the early 
morning and during the 

evening hours in 15-20 feet 
of water. Medium to small 
rainbows under a bobber 
has been the most effective 
technique to catch fish.

Lake trout fishing con-
tinues to be a boom or bust 
affair for many anglers, but 
increasingly anglers are 
finding the biters, typically 
in 40-60 feet of water, over 
deep mud. Smaller baits 
like jigging spoons and 
smaller bucktails have been 
more effective as of late. 

Courtesy of Arrowhead 
Outdoors. See more at 
ArrowheadOutdoorsEly 
MN.com

Ely area

Want more wildlife on your property? An 
upcoming series of classes will show what 
you can do to improve wildlife habitat.

WILDLIFE IN WINTER

REGIONAL— Would 
you like to learn more about 
how to attract wildlife to your 
property? 

Whether you’re looking 
to attract more butterflies to 
your backyard or more white-
tail deer to your back forty, a 
workshop series provided by 
the University of Minnesota 
Extension Service just might 
be the answer.

“There will be different 
sessions on everything from 
creating whitetail habitat to 

attracting other mammals 
and birds, even pollinators,” 
said Troy Salzer, an extension 
educator based in Virginia. 

The series is being 
offered as an online webinar 
series that will be run over 
five consecutive Mondays, 
starting March 20-April 17. 
The webinars run from 7-8:30 
p.m. and each session will 
focus on a different aspect 
of wildlife habitat manage-
ment. Topics include different 
species groups and selecting 
the appropriate site, as well as 
the planning, establishment, 
and management of habitat 
for those groups. 

Salzer said he’s regularly 
amazed at the number of calls 
he gets from landowners in 
the area who are interested 
in learning more about how 
to improve wildlife habitat.

“I’m really excited about 
this,” said Salzer, who will be 
teaching two of the sessions 
himself. 

Perhaps the best part of 
the workshop series is the 
price. It’s free for residents 
of St. Louis County, a perk of 
the county’s ongoing funding 
of extension service activities.

Registration for the series 
is online at: z.umn.edu/
WildlifeHabitatSeries2023. 

Participants that live in or 
own land in St. Louis, Carlton, 
Cook, Pine or Isanti county, 
will want to contact Mercedes 
Moffett, moffe029@umn.
edu or 218-384-3511 before 
registering so she can give you 
the code for free registration. 
Without the code, the cost of 
the series is $100.

If you can’t make any 
of the sessions, the webinars 
will be available on St. Louis 
County Extension’s YouTube 
channel, found at University 
of MN Ag Extension – St. 
Louis County.

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

When I leave in the spring 
and fall, to wait out the ice and 
water conditions, I must look 
like Granny Clampett, 
riding on her rocking 
chair, strapped down 
with all of her belongs 
on the top of the 
1922-23 flatbed truck.  
I take everything that I 
consider essential for 
both me and the dogs, 
now three strong, in 
the boat, snowmo-
bile, or the side-by-
side. Here’s the deal 
though, I gotta draw 
the line somewhere. 
Some things just have to stay on 
the island.  And that something 
is my plants. 

Now I have never been a 
green thumb. Oh, I’ve had an 
outdoor flowerbed or two at the 

island, and a couple 
of hanging plants that 
require a slosh of 
water occasionally. 
Their life expectancy 
is the summer though 
and then they do me 
the favor of dying and 
thus require no further 
care. Just don’t get 
attached to them and 
you’re okay.

My mom, now 
she’s the green thumb. 
Houseplants and all. 

Well, that’s where the trouble 
started. She started having diffi-
culty taking care of her plants a 

few years ago. I’d take one or two 
out to the island occasionally to 
lighten the load for her. No prom-
ises on their survival, of course, 
and I called them the refugees.

And much to my surprise, 
they started doing well and some 
of them even graced me with a 
flower blossom or two. Huh, who 
woulda thunk? A teeny bit of a 
green thumb, maybe? By the end 
of the summer I had quite a few 
house plants gracing my deck, 
and I started looking at some of 
what I considered to be limited 
life outdoor plants in a new light. 
They are expensive to replace 
every year and maybe they didn’t 
need to die off in the winter.

Then came time for ice over 
and time to leave for a bit. What 

to do now?  I surely wasn’t going 
to boat them out to the mainland 
and bring them back. And how? 
On the snowmobile? The first year 
I ordered an automatic waterer 
that watered 15 plants from a 
five-gallon bucket and left them 
in front of the window. I even 
brought in a few of the outdoor 
plants. No harm in trying to save 
them, right? And they did okay, 
even well. The Christmas cactus 
bloomed for the first time in years. 
Well, I’ll be….

So, who am I to argue with 
that kind of success? The refugees 
keep coming as my mom has 
trouble keeping up.  Last fall, I 
bought two more waterers and 
even took some cuttings from 
outside plants I couldn’t bring in. 

They’ve taken over three large 
windows in the cabin, and I have 
grow lights where I don’t think 
they get quite enough light. They 
are truly lovely, and they bring 
a little hope of springtime and 
renewal to a sometimes-bleak 
landscape.

They will stay on the island, 
though, and wait out the lake con-
ditions without me. Thing is, they 
do well without me. Really well. 
So, the green thumb thing? Not 
so much. I think they like it when 
I’m gone. And I guess that’s good. 
I’d hate to have to strap them to 
the top of the snowmobile.

APRIL
WAMHOFF

It turns out, home is where the plants are

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   
01/30     -1     -36     0.00      
01/31     -2     -35     0.00     
02/01      5     -26     0.00     
02/02     10    -26     0.02     0.3”
02/03     -2     -35     0.00     
02/04     -2     -36     0.00     
02/05     22     -2      0.00                   
YTD Total        0.70    50.5”

01/30      0     -22     0.00      
01/31      5     -15     0.00     
02/01      9     -15     0.00     
02/02      7     -22     0.00     
02/03     -2     -33     0.00     
02/04     23     -6      0.00     
02/05     16      3      0.00               
YTD Total                 NA      NA

01/30     -2     -24     0.02     0.3”
01/31     -2     -25     0.00     
02/01      4     -17     0.00     
02/02     10    -14     0.05     1.2”
02/03     -3     -27     0.00     
02/04      0     -31     0.00     
02/05     22     -5      0.08      0.2”
YTD Total        0.72     50.9” .

01/30     na     na     0.00      
01/31     na     na     0.00     
02/01      7     -15     0.00     
02/02      7     -10     0.02     0.3”
02/03     -7     -26     0.00     
02/04     -1     -28     0.00     
02/05     22     -1      0.00      
YTD Total       0.78    47.2”

01/30      0     -35     0.00      
01/31     -3     -35     0.00     
02/01      6     -21     0.00     
02/02     10    -21     0.03     0.4”
02/03     -7     -34     0.00     
02/04     -2     -35     0.00     
02/05     25     -4      0.00 
YTD Total                0.61    50.2”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
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• Brand NEW Fleet of 
Ski-doo Rentals

Ski-doo Rentals,Ski-doo Rentals,
Sales & ServiceSales & Service

®,TM and the BRP logo are 
trademarks of Bombardier 
Recreational Products Inc. 

or its affiliates

30 North Drive
Babbitt MN 55706

(218)827-2635

145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN 
www.insularestaurant.com

218-365-4855

Serving
Lunch, Dinner
Beer & Wine

(sled parking out back)

HOURS:
Tuesday thru Saturday: 

11 AM to 8 PM
Closed Sun/Mon

GOOD OL’ DAYS
OPEN DAILY

8 AM
HAPPY HOUR:

M-F 5-7 PM

BEST BREAKFAST
IN TOWN!

DAILY MEAL SPECIALS
       • Homemade Chili
       • NEW Desserts
             & NEW
          Appetizers

316 Main Street
Tower, MN

218-753-6097
www.goodoldaystower.com

Snowmobiles
Welcome!

STORESTORE

6368 Highway 169
Tower, MN 55790
218.753.3868

Gas, Groceries, Pizza,
Convenience Foods, Gifts, 

The Ledge Liquor Store
24-Hour Pay At The Pump

OPEN DAILY
5 AM - 10 PM 

3191 Hwy 77, Tower 
(Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant 
753-5707 Pizza

VERMILION
CLUB

& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: 
Wed-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; 
Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Poor Gary’s Pizza:
Wed-Thurs: 3 PM-9 PM

Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-9 PM

• LARGE BAR •
SNOWMOBILES

WELCOME!
Full Menu/Daily Specials

4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 
www.ovesonpelican

ovepelicanlakeresortandinn.com
1-800-860-3613 • 218-757-3613

Snowmobiles
Welcome!
Fireside Lobby

Bar & Restaurant
FREE Wi-Fi

Swimming Pool
& Hot Tub

vermilionhouseboats.com
SLED RENTALS

9482 Angus Rd., Tower
info@vermilionhouseboats.com

218-753-3548

delivery available

Tower, MN
Hwy. 169 on the left as 

you enter Tower from the west.
 218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Direct Access to
Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

GOOD OL’ DAYS
OPEN DAILY

8 AM
HAPPY HOUR:

M-F 5-7 PM

BEST BREAKFAST
IN TOWN!

DAILY MEAL SPECIALS
       • Homemade Chili
       • NEW Desserts
             & NEW
          Appetizers

316 Main Street
Tower, MN

218-753-6097
www.goodoldaystower.com

Snowmobiles
Welcome!

FOOD
LODGING
NORTH STAR BAR
PREMIUM GAS

Call For
Take-Out
666-0500

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

COOK

PO Box 518, 210 S.
Highway 53, Cook

Office: 218-666-6183 
Home Office: 218-666-0144 

Mobile: 218-742-2369

     Barb
     Hegg 

   Associate Broker, GRI
barb@vermilionland.com

     FREE
Market Analysis

ZUP’S WAREHOUSE 
LIQUOR

Hours: Mon-Sat: 8-8
 Sun: 11-6

Huge selection of 
Beer, Wine & Liquor
Conveniently located next 

to Zup’s Grocery

1500 E. Sheridan St, Ely
218-365-3188

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail

RESTAURANT & BAR
Cabins & Lodge Rooms

Satellite TV
Plenty of trailer parking!

FOOD • LIQUOR • GAS • OIL

www.melgeorges.com
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771  

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail
RESTAURANT & BAR

Cabins • Lodge Rooms • Satellite TV

Plenty of Trailer Parking

NEW Log Cabin
with Jacuzzi & fireplace

NEW 2 Log Cabins
with Lofts & fireplace

FOOD  -  LIQUOR  -  GAS  -  OIL

EXPLORE THE BACK COUNTRY

Experience Extreme Snowmobiling
and the Comfort

of Elephant Lake Lodge.

www.melgeorges.com 
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

B&B
OPEN

Year-Round!

Right off the Taconite Trail
between Tower & Ely...

next to Soudan’s Only Store!

• Comfy, cozy rooms
• Great rates • Wifi

• Continental breakfast

PROJECT/CLASSROOM
PARTY ROOM

BOOK THE ENTIRE INN!
218-753-2333
30 Center Street, Soudan

Embarrass

Taconite Spur
Trail W.

Tomahawk Trail

Stony Spur Trail

Taconite
Spur

Trail N.

Iron Ore
Trail

Fishing Lakes
Trail

Putnam Lake
Trail

Black Bear
Spur Trail

Wolf  Track
Trail

Arrowhead
Trail

Bearskin
Trail

Taconite Trail

Orr
Spur
Trail

Voyageur
Trail

Voyageur
Crane Lake

Trail
Voyageur

Country Trail

10

1

8

See Virtual Tours & Every 
Property On The Market 
On Our Easy Map Search!

JanischRealty.com
(218) 780-6644

You’ll LOVE These

5 6

8

14 15

9 10 11 12

3

4

56

7

9

11

13

12

13 14

162

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
SUN-SAT

- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT 

4:30-7 PM

PELICAN
BAY
FOODS

• Full line of groceries,
  fresh meat & produce
• Convenience store
• Gas with 24 hour card readers
• Diesel also available
• Laundromat & self-serve car wash
• Deli: chicken, sandwiches, pizza
• EBT & WIC accepted

Hwy. 53, Orr, MN
218.757.3900

follow
the road
to Orr!

1

2

17

15

17

7

16

3 4
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Taconite Trail:
Snow: 16-26”  •  Base: 1-4”
Groomed, good condition

Arrowhead Trail:
Snow: 14-25  •  Base: 1-4”
Groomed, good condition

Conditions online at:
dnr.state.mn.us/snow_depth
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EMPLOYMENT

timberjay.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

     $24.08/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   (Wage starting  
     at $27.77/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor, weekend only)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
    (Wage starting at $14.53/hr.)

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.79/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$36.22/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$36.22/hr, $4,000 sign-on bonus)
PT Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at 
$17.79/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)
Environmental Services
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping 
   and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
   $15.03/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
$15.03/hr)
Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

We’re hiring!

Assistant Retail 
Manager

Full-Time Year-round employment
Full Benefits Package: Healthcare, 

401k, profit sharing, sick and vacation pay
Generous employee discounts and 

access to free rental gear
Competitive salary commensurate 

with experience
www.piragis.com/home/employment or 
email jay@piragis.com for more details 

and application process
 

Seasonal Retail Staff: Summer 2023
Full and Part-time positions available 
April-October. Flexible work schedule.

Apply in-person, online application at 
www.piragis.com or send a resume 

to jay@piragis.com

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts
plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.

Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak
Open Every Day  6 am - 9 pm 

piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY 

OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 

TIME PROVIDED BY 
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED 

BY THIS ACTION.

Date: January 12, 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT:

Default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:  May 
31, 2007
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$103,500.00
M O R T G A G O R ( S ) :  
Christopher Lopuski, a sin-
gle person
MORTGAGEE: American 
Bank of the North n/k/a Park 
State Bank
DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on June 
8, 2007, as Document No. 
01053424, in the office of the 
Recorder, St. Louis County, 
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENT(S) OF 
MORTGAGE: None

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY:

That part of the Northwest 
Quarter of Southeast 
Quarter, Section Twenty-
one, Township Sixty-four, 
Range Twenty, described as 
follows:  Beginning at the 
center of said Section 21; 
thence East along the East-
West Quarter line 535 feet; 
thence South parallel with 
the North-South Quarter line 
of said Section, 535 feet; 
thence West parallel with 
the East-West Quarter line 
535 feet to the North-South 
Quarter line of said Section 
21; thence North to the point 
of beginning. 

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: St. 
Louis County, Minnesota 

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
AS OF THE DATE OF THIS 
NOTICE:    $62,293.11

THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part 
thereof; that there has been 
compliance with all pre-fore-
closure notice and accelera-
tion requirements of said mort-
gage, and/or applicable stat-
utes including the requisites of 
Minn. Stat. § 580.02;

PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mort-
gage, the above described 
property in St. Louis County 
will be sold by the Sheriff of St. 
Louis County at public auction 
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  
March 15, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE:  St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s Office, 100 
North Fifth Avenue West, 
Room 103, Duluth, MN 
55802,  

to pay the debt then secured 

by said mortgage and taxes, if 
any actually paid by the mort-
gagee, on the premises and 
the costs and disbursements 
allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemp-
tion by said mortgagors, their 
personal representatives or 
assigns is twelve months 
from the date of sale, unless 
reduced to five (5) weeks 
under Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 582.032.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY:  If the real estate 
is an owner-occupied, sin-
gle-family dwelling, unless 
otherwise provided by law, 
the date on or before which 
the mortgagor(s) must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30, or the property 
is not redeemed under sec-
tion 580.23, the time to vacate 
the property is 11:59 p.m. on 
March 15, 2024.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE:  None

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGORS, THE 
MORTGAGORS’ PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

PARK STATE BANK
Robert R. Kanuit, #0252530
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & 
Frederick, P.A.
302 West Superior Street, 
Suite 700
Duluth, Minnesota 55802-
1863
(218) 722-0861

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM 

A DEBT COLLECTOR.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 
FORECLOSURE DATA

Street Address, city and zip 
code of mortgaged prem-
ises: 11368 Nett Lake Road, 
Orr, Minnesota 55771 

(2) Transaction agent (if 
applicable); residential 
mortgage servicer; and 
lender or broker: Park State 
Bank f/k/a American Bank of 
the North

(3) Tax parcel identification 
number(s): 425-0030-02515

(4) Transaction Agent’s 
mortgage ID number (MERS 
number): Not applicable

(5) Name of mortgage orig-
inator: American Bank of the 
North n/k/a Park State Bank

Published in the Timberjay, 
Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 

and 24, 2023

Notice of Vacancy
St. Louis County Cooperative 

Extension Committee
The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
will be making three (3) appointments to 
the St. Louis County Cooperative Extension 
Committee for terms expiring December 
31, 2025.  Persons interested in serving on 
this committee should submit an application 
no later than February 24, 2023 to:  Phil 
Chapman, Clerk of County Board, 100 North 
5th Avenue West, Room 214, Duluth, MN, 
55802.  

To apply online, go to www.stlouiscountymn.
gov/clerk click on the “Application for Citizen 
Advisory Committee”. Paper applications are 
also available in the County Auditor’s Office 
in the Duluth Courthouse and the Virginia 
Government Services Center or by emailing 
chapmanp@stlouiscountymn.gov or calling 
218-726-2385.

St. Louis County Cooperative Extension 
Committee:  Approximately eight commit-
tee meetings are held annually on the third 
Thursday of the month from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
at various locations in St. Louis County.

TERM:  Three (3) years, expiring December 
31, 2025.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Resident of St. Louis 
County with an interest in recommending, 
supporting and advocating for Extension edu-
cational programs brought to local people 
through the St. Louis County Extension Offices 
as an outreach of University of Minnesota 
Extension. Knowledge of your community 
resource and needs.  

FUNCTIONS:  Provide leadership to strength-
en and inform program and ensure that it 
meets community needs. Assist in market-
ing and promoting the Extension educational 
program in St. Louis County.  To provide 
citizen input in the planning, implementing and 
obtaining support for the Extension programs 
and budget.  To represent the County in staff 
hiring, evaluation and development of finan-
cial resources for Extension programs.

DESIRED AREAS OF RESIDENCE:  Citizen 
members will be appointed by the County 
Board and generally geographically balanced 
across the county.

NANCY NILSEN, COUNTY AUDITOR - 
TREASURER
By: Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 3 and 10, 2023

Embarrass Region Fair Association
Notice of Annual Meeting

The Embarrass Region Fair Association will host its annual meeting 
on Thursday, February 16, from 6:30-8:00 pm at the Timber Hall, 4855 
Highway 21, Embarrass  55732.

The agenda includes a State of the Association presentation, discussion 
of a revised governance format, and nominations for the 2023-24 ERFA 
Board of Directors. As part of the nominating process, we are seeking 
community-oriented individuals with a variety of skill sets who are inter-
ested in serving on the Board. One of the most important qualifications 
is a commitment to see that Timber Hall and the Embarrass Region 
Fair Association continue to thrive and improve now and in the years to 
come. Directors serve a two-year term; they oversee and provide guid-
ance and leadership for the Embarrass Region Fair Association. 

In addition, many volunteers are needed in non-leadership roles. 

All members of the Region are invited to participate and provide input for 
the ongoing administration of the Timber Hall, its property, and the annu-
al Fair. Communities included are: Aurora, Babbitt, Biwabik, Breitung, 
Britt, Eagles Nest, Ely, Embarrass, Greenwood, Hoyt Lakes, Kugler, 
Morse, Fall Lake, Palo, Pike, Sandy, Soudan, Tower, Vermilion Lake, 
Waasa, White, Winton, and Wuori.

All members of our region are encouraged to attend. 

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 10, 2023

We’re looking for YOU! 
Pebble Spa is continually growing and we are 
looking for talented massage therapists and 
cosmetologists.

Paid vacation, product discounts, flexible 
schedules, amazing pay and much more! This 
is your last chance for free massage modality 
training! Full and part-time positions available.

pebblespaco.com
elypebble@gmail.com

         218-365-0809       2/17

Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Therapist 

Closes:  03/01/2023
Position Purpose: Responsible for providing 
outpatient mental health therapy services 
within the Behavioral Health unit, to support 
status as a National Health Service Corp 
(NHSC) approved site. Perform diagnostic 
assessments, develop treatment plans, and 
conduct psychotherapy for children, adoles-
cents and adults in a manner that is both cul-
turally sensitive and appropriate utilizing the 
proper psychotherapeutic techniques.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave ● Sick 
leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays ● Flex 
plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD ● Voluntary 
benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/
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Behavioral Health 
Rehabilitation Specialist  

Closes:  03/01/2023
Position Purpose: The Behavioral Health 
Rehabilitation Specialist will provide adult 
mental health rehabilitative services (ARMHS) 
services to support clients with a serious men-
tal illness diagnosis in the form of instruction, 
support, and skill coaching either in the client’s 
home or in the community. Services provided 
will strongly emphasize personal goal setting 
and developing strategies to achieve them, 
skill building, client advocacy, and connect-
ing clients with community resources. The 
Behavioral Health Rehabilitation Specialist 
will enable the client to develop and enhance 
psychiatric stability, social competencies, per-
sonal and emotional adjustment, independent 
living, and community skills when these abili-
ties are impaired by the symptoms of mental 
illness.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave ● Sick 
leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays ● Flex 
plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD ● Voluntary 
benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/
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Nurse Practitioner  
Closes:  03/08/2023

Position Purpose: The Nurse Practitioner 
provides diagnostic, preventative, and ther-
apeutic health services to patients and fam-
ily members at the Bois Forte and Vermilion 
Clinics; with the ability to function as an inde-
pendent practitioner. The Bois Forte Health 
& Human Services and IHS goal is to raise 
Indian Health status to the highest possible 
level.

Excellent Benefits:
Medical & Dental- Free ● Annual leave ● Sick 
leave ● 401k match ● 15 paid holidays ● Flex 
plan ● Basic Life Insurance ● LTD ● Voluntary 
benefits available by payroll deductions

Website Address: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 10, 17, 24, 
and March 3, 2023



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

TOPS- Meetings every Monday 
at 4:45 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

GRAIN FANNING MILL 
WANTED. Also, empty Altoid 
tins. 218-780-8870.  3/3p

DAY CAMP
DAY CAMP AT THE FARM 
registration is open! See www.
cookscountryconnection.com 
for details!  2/24
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Closed Weekends

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/5/2023 North

Grant County is seeking a

Highway Engineer
For more information 

scan the code or visit us at
www.co.grant.mn.us
or call at 218-685-8323
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

Call about the 26% tax credit!

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Don’t Let Winter Get You Down!
Shovels
Ice Choppers
Ice Melt
Sand-In-A-Tube
& MORE!

We’ve got what it takes to get you through...

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

HOURS: 
8-5:30 M-F

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.floortoceilingvirginia.com

Our Staff Will Help You Choose
Something the Whole Family

Will Enjoy Year-Round

Your Updated-
Kitchen

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

You’ll
LOVE our
selection

Winter Hours: M-Fri: 7-5, 
Closed: Sat. & Sun

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

$7.64
Pallet price $6.99

LOOK WHAT WE’VE GOT!Premium Hardwood Pellets
The Good Kind

40 lb. bag

Cash & Carry Only

10 N River St, Cook MN 55723

Here for all your Plumbing and Heating needs,
Plumbing and Heating Service, 

Repairs, and New. 

Brandon Stone • 218-590-5294

State of Minnesota
County of St. Louis

District Court
Probate Division

6th Judicial District
Court File No: 
69VI-PR-23-15

Estate of Caroline Renee Skalski, 
aka Caroline R. Skalski and aka 
Renee Skalski, Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF 
INTESTACY, DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is ordered and notice is given 
that on March 6, 2023, at 9:30 
a.m. a hearing will be held in this 
Court at 300 5th Avenue South, 
Virginia, Minnesota for the adjudi-
cation of intestacy and determina-
tion of heirship of the Decedent, 
and for the appointment of Lisa 
Ann Jackson, whose address is PO 
Box 578, 17 Burton St., Buhl, MN 
55713 as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
Unsupervised administration. 

Any objections to the petition should 
be filed with the Court prior or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will be 
appointed with full power to admin-

ister the Estate including the power 
to collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims 
to the Personal Representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

Dated: Feb. 3, 2023

BY THE COURT
Andrew R. Peterson
District Court Judge
Amy Turnquist, Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela Erickson Sipila
Sipila Law Office LLC
412 1st St S
Virginia, MN 55792
Attorney License No.: 024501x
Telephone: 218-741-5000
Fax: 218-741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT AND 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
The Kugler Town Board will hold their Board of Audit, 
followed by the regular Board Meeting, on Tuesday, 

February 21, 2023 starting at 6:00 p.m. 

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk, 
Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 10, 2023

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT

The Bearville Town Board of Audit will be held 
on Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 6:30 pm at the 
Bearville Town Hall. This meeting will consist of audit-
ing the books for the year ending December 31, 2022 
and preparing proposed levies to submit to the Annual 
Town Meeting.
All meetings are open to the public.
  

MARCH MEETING DATE CHANGE
The Bearville Town Board of Supervisors’ March meet-
ing has been rescheduled to Wednesday, March 15, 
2023 at 6:30 pm at the Bearville Town Hall. 

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk
bearvilletownship@gmail.com       218-376-4495
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