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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER — The years-
long quest by city officials
here to bring develop-
ment to the downtown
harbor is taking another
turn. The Tower Economic
Development Authority
voted last Thursday to issue

anew request for proposals,
or RFP,seeking parties inter-
ested in bringing a mix of
residential and commercial
development to approxi-
mately three acres adjacent
to the harbor.

Thelatest RFP comes as
the pieces appear to finally
be in place to actually allow
adeveloperto move forward

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TEDA seeks new proposals for Tower harbor

Local EDA issues new request from developers after town home plan sinks on high construction costs

at the site. A previous RFP,
issued more than a decade
ago, found no takers for the
project,in partdue to the lack
of sufficient infrastructure at
the harbor.Inlate 2015, after
excavation of the harbor and
otherimprovements, the city
issued an RFP seeking the
construction of town homes,
asolicitation that eventually

right: The harbor site in
Tower is ready for
development.

file photo

led to a development agree-
ment with Tower Harbor
Shores.

The plan for the con-
struction of 20 town homes

§1s

See. HARBOR pg. 10

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- The
Greenwood Fire Department is
facing an apparent revolt from
members unhappy about changes
in the department’s leadership
made by the town board late
last year. Ten members of the
Greenwood Fire Department
presented an unsigned letter to
the town board at their Jan. 10
meeting, demanding the ouster of
newly-appointed chief Jeff Maus
from the department and that
rank and file members be allowed
to pick their own officers. Fire
department members took a vote

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Firefighters in open revoli

Members demanding ouster of fire chief, ability to se lect the1r own officers

Above: Angry firefighters lined
one wall of the town hall on
Tuesday, demanding changes
in the fire department, including
the dismissal of new fire chief
Jeff Maus.

Right: Maus, who also serves
as interim treasurer for the
township, displayed no emotion
during the meeting, when he
came under fire.

photos by J. Summit

of no confidence in their leader at
theirJan. 3 fire department training
meeting.

“Failing that, the above-men-

See..REVOLT pg. 9

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

VOYAGEURS

Most charges

in VNP case
dismissed

Park Service remains
mum on alleged
tasing incident

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Itwas arelatively
successful day in court Dec. 28 for
Justin Ebel, of Ash River, as four of
five citations issued by Voyageurs
National Park law enforcement
rangers in a June 2022 encounter
in the park were dismissed by U.S.
District Court Magistrate Judge Jon
Hensley in Bemidji.

According to information pre-
viously reported by the Timberjay
from a July 21 public meeting at
Crane Lake, Ebel, owner of Ebel’s
Voyageur Houseboats, was attempt-
ing to bring one of his houseboats
that had run aground on rocks to
Sullivan Bay to check for damage
when he was stopped by VNP per-
sonnel on June 25. An altercation
reportedly occurred in which Ebel
was allegedly tased.

Attempts by the Timberjay
to obtain or confirm information
about the incident through direct
contacts with VNP personnel and the
Minnesota U.S. Attorney’s Office
and through Freedom of Information
Act requests submitted to the U.S.
Park Service have been unsuccessful.
Ebel has also declined tocomment to
this point on the advice of counsel.

Charges were officially filed
against Ebel in early December
related to five citations issued at

See...CHARGES pg. 9

County board takes up full agenda during Morse meeting

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

MORSE TWP- St. Louis
County commissioners, meeting
here on Tuesday, heard support for
aland exchange that would protect
justover 1,000 acres of bird habitat
in the Sax-Zim Bog, a location in
central St. Louis County that has

become a mecca for birders from
around the world.

The town hall here was packed
as the commissioners addressed a
number of other issues as well.

The discussion of the Sax-Zim
Bog came as part of a public
hearing on the proposed exchange
of lands between the county
and the non-profit group, The

Conservation Fund. The group is
proposing to exchange 542 acres
east of Orr, appraised at $529,000
and appropriate for timber and
recreation uses for 1,010 acres of
tax-forfeited land in and around
Sax-Zim, located southeast of
Hibbing.

Jason Meyer, deputy director
of the St. Louis County Land and

Zim Bog.
photo by C. Clark

See...COUNTY pg. 9
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piragis.com

piragis.com

SNOWSHOES, TENTS, STOVES, SLEEPING BAGS, PULK SLEDS, SKIIS

HUGE MENS & WOMENS CLOTHING SALE

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com

Right: Ely’s Bill Tefft testified in
favor of a land exchange to help
protect bird habitat at the Sax-

Minerals Department presented
the proposed exchange to the
commissioners, noting that all the

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.oom

|04879

35140
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Discovery awaits dinosaur lovers of all

ages this January at MDC

CHISHOLM- —
Minnesota Discov-
ery Center (MDC)
Paleontologist, John
Westgaard (pictured),
will be showing off
his latest fossil finds
at two paleontology
events this month. On
Saturday, Jan. 21 from
2-5 p.m. explore the
MDC Fossil Intake
Laboratory, discover
90-million year old
fossils, ask our pale-
ontologist questions,
learn about year-round paleo programing, and get
your picture with HAPP, our mascot dinosaur! This
event is free and fun for dinosaur lovers of all ages.

Also on Saturday, Jan. 21 from 6-8 p.m. MDC
will hold a Members only annual paleontology recap.
Members will hear from MDC’s Paleontologist John
Westgaard about the Hill Annex Paleontology Proj-
ect, explore significant fossil finds, discover events,
programming, volunteer opportunities, and fossil dig
days coming in 2023. All attending members will
receive a free paleo sticker.

MDC is now using the winter entrance located in
the back parking lot (follow digital navigation signs
in parking lot upon arrival). The Open Fossil Lab will
require a short shuttle ride to the fossil lab. Visi-
tors attending the Open Fossil Lab event can arrive
anytime from 2 - 4:30 p.m. to tour the fossil lab. The
public shuttle will run every 15 minutes (or as need-
ed) between the lab and the museum winter entrance.

Visitors attending the Members Only Annual
Paleontology Recap will need proof of membership
upon arrival. The event will take place on the second
level of the museum in the MDC Theater.

New Security measures for Arrowhead

Library System and Duluth Public Library

MT. IRON - Arrowhead Library System (ALS)
and Duluth Public Library to implement an additional
security measure to protect privacy. Beginning in
January, in addition to using the patron barcode, a
user PIN will be required to access interlibrary loan
services through the MNLINK statewide catalog.
This is the same PIN used to access the ALS catalog
or the Duluth Public Library online catalog. This is a
statewide action meant to improve the MNLINK sys-
tem security. Please contact ALS at 218-741-3840,
Duluth Public Library at 218-730-4200, or your local
library with any questions.

Mesabi Community Band announces Jan. 12

rehearsal date for Winter/Spring season

EVELETH - Mesabi Community Band co-direc-
tors Bill Lavato and Larry Baker, announce the band
will resume rehearsals for its Winter/Spring season
on Thursday, Jan.12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Eveleth City
Auditorium. The directors encourage area musicians
to dust off their instruments and percussion sticks
and join the band. For more information, call Holly at
218-780-0980.

“Examining Critical Race Theory” at Mesabi

Unitarian Universalist Church Jan. 15

VIRGINIA - “Examining Critical Race Theory”
is the topic to be presented by Leah Rogne Ph.D.,
Professor Emerita of Sociology, Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato at the Mesabi Unitarian Universalist
Church Jan. 15.

Rogne will share how a well-funded and la-
ser-focused right wing campaign has weaponized the
fears of many Americans who are anxious about a
diversifying population. Rogne will also discuss how
conservative think tanks have spread misinformation
and used alarmist rhetoric to mobilize people to pres-
sure school boards to ban teaching about systemic
racism. The service is at 10:30 a.m. Mesabi Unitari-
an Universalist Church is located at 230 7th Street S
in Virginia. The building is handicap accessible. Visit
http://www.mesabiuu.info/for more information.

FOUND IN
MINNESOTA!

218.254.7959

Ry
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Touchstone Ener

EMBARRASS - Lake
Country Power (LCP) se-
lected Embarrass Region
Fair Association of Em-
barrass, as the winner of
its annual Touchstone En-
ergy® Community Award.
The co-op chose this or-
ganization to recognize a
community of hard-work-
ing volunteers who rallied
together to prevent the fair
from almost folding.

As winner of the
Touchstone Energy®
Community Award, the
association was awarded a
plaque and $500 to go to-
ward maintaining the fair.

“We’re trying to keep
the fair going each year
and show how important
it is to our community
and the surrounding ar-
eas,” said Tana Johnson,
who submitted the appli-
cation to Lake Country
Power. “On behalf of the
Embarrass Region Fair
Association and all our
hardworking volunteers,
we thank you for selecting
our application. It means
so much for our organiza-
tion, community, and our
volunteers.”

The Embarrass Re-
gion Fair Association has
been a volunteer, mem-
ber-operated organization
for more than 80 years. In

CookVFW
POST 1757

HAPPY HOUR ¢ 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI,
SAT, SUN
- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT ° 4:30-7 PM
NEW YEAR'S 2~ .

PARTY N
January 21+7-11 Pt
Food Will Be Provided!

LIVE MUSIC
“Honky Tonk & Hangovers”

Take-Out 666-0500
206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

* In-store jewelry
& watch’repair
» Cash for
Gold & Silver

* SISU JEWELRY
OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5

218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

MEET HAFPP
QOUR PALEQ

What will YOU discover?

MnDiscoveryCenter.com

HONORS
Embarrass Region Fair Association wins

gy® Community Award

Representatives from the Embarrass Region Fair Association accepted
this year’s Touchstone Energy Community Award from Lake Country
Power during a Saturday pancake breakfast honoring first responders and
law enforcement. Gustave Schroeder, chair of the board, is pictured in the
center holding the $500 check along with Vice Chair Lisa Gibson, holding
the plaque. Also pictured from left Sue Beaton, Mike Johnson, Rodney
Dale, Shireen Lee, Tana Johnson, Vi Hildebrandt, Bonnie Meier, Janine
Patten, and Roland “Charlie” Fowler along with several law enforcement

officers.

2010, there was a real pos-
sibility that the annual fair
would not continue, and
the organization would
cease to exist. The com-
munity rallied together,
restructured the governing
board, found solutions to
problems and brought the
organization out of the red
and into the black. The as-
sociation now has a strong
volunteer base, a healthy
budget and established
relationships with organi-
zations and individuals in-

terested in supporting the
vision for growth.

In 2022, more than
180 volunteers logged
over 2,500 volunteer
hours. It’s estimated that
between 7,000 — 10,000
people are impacted by
the efforts of the Embar-
rass Region Fair Associ-
ation. The fair drew over
4,000 people last August.
The fairgrounds, Timber
Hall, riding arena and
storage buildings are used
throughout the year by

various groups for events.
LCP is one of several
Touchstone Energy® Co-
operatives in Minnesota
providing a local award to
encourage and recognize
local community contribu-
tions. Embarrass Region
Fair Association will com-
pete with winners from
other = Minnesota-based
electric cooperatives in
February for statewide
recognition and $2,000.

BIG WOODS TRANSIT

is looking for

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

1-888-757-1540

Volunteer Drivers take people to medical appointments &
have the option to take elders shopping once a week

Volunteer Drivers Will Be Reimbursed
@.625/mi (increased from .585!)

==

Minnesota

NorthCollege

A Member of Minnesota State

College Lab Assistant 1 — Academic Support Coordinator
Temporary, Part-Time (.75% FTE)

Anticipated Start Date: February 6, 2023

Minnesota North College — Vermilion Campus in Ely, MN is seeking to
fill a temporary, part-time, .75% FTE (30 hours per week)
College Lab Assistant 1 — Academic Support Coordinator position.

This position exists to provide academic support and resources to
students in the form of study skills, tutoring, and learning assistance

in the Academic Resource Center.

As the TRIO Academic Support Specialist, the position is tasked to help
increase the retention, graduation, and transfer rates of TRIO participants by
both fostering a campus climate and providing academic resources

supportive of student success.

This position is 30% institutionally-funded and 70% funded by a
TRIO Student Support Services grant from the U.S. Department of Education
to serve students who are first generation, low-income,
or having a disability and persons who are from these groups are encouraged to apply.

For position details, qualifications and application procedures, please view the postings at:
https://minnesotanorth.edu/about/human-resources/employment-opportunities/

Application Review Beginning January 17, 2023: Position open until filled

AA/EO, Veteran Friendly
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COUNTY SCHOOLS

Christensen gets new term as ISD 2142 hoard chair

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

VIRGINA- ISD 2142
school board chair Pat Chris-
tensen will continue in that po-
sition after being reelected at
Tuesday’s annual organization-
al meeting, one that featured a
routine slate of business house-
keeping items that generated
little discussion, save for the
selection of the district’s official
newspaper.

The meeting began with the
ceremonial swearing-in of new-
ly elected District 3 member Rob
Marinaro and District 5 member
Lynn Hilde, who served on the
board the past year as an appoin-
tee to fill out the term of the late
Lynette Zupetz and was elected
to the position in November.

District 2 member Nathan
Briggs, also elected in Novem-
ber, was attending an out-of-
town training and was not pres-
ent for the ceremony, but had
already signed the legal oath of
office, as had Marinaro and Hil-
de.

In addition to Christensen,
vice chair Bob Larson, treasurer
Chet Larson, and treasurer Hil-
de all were elected to continue
with those responsibilities.

The Cook News-Herald has

Health officials brace for most infectious GOVID

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Last year,
Minnesotans and the rest of the
country got used to the COVID
Omicron variant spawning off-
spring after offspring, with each
successive subvariant seeming-
ly more capable of avoiding
vaccine or disease-induced im-
munity.

And now what’s been
deemed the most contagious
variant to date by the World
Health Organization, XXB.1.5,
has established a tiny foothold
in Minnesota, raising the spec-
ter of yet another possible surge
in cases. XXB.1.5 is estimated
to be twice as infectious as any
previous variant by health re-
searchers.

The targets of a special
COVID booster released last
September, BA.5 and BAA4,
have disappeared almost entire-
ly from the Center for Disease

District’s legal newspaper choice again generates debate

long served as the district’s offi-
cial newspaper for legal notices
and was listed on the meeting
agenda as the recommended
choice again.

However, for a second con-
secutive year, member Chris
Koivisto recommended that the
district choose the Timberjay in-
stead.

“I still think that I prefer to
see the Timberjay as the official
newspaper for the school pri-
marily for the coverage that it
has by comparison to the Cook
News-Herald,” Koivisto said.

Cook News-Herald Pub-
lisher Gary Albertson countered
Koivisto’s comment by claim-
ing that his newspaper’s circu-
lation is larger than that of the
Timberjay, although no actual
circulation numbers for either
newspaper were included in the
discussion. Duluth-based Busi-
ness North’s annual directory
of regional businesses lists the
Timberjay's circulation at 3,091,
but doesn’t list the Cook News
Herald. 1t does list a purported
circulation of 902 for the Alb-
ertson-owned Tower News, but
notes that the figure is “unver-
ified.”

Control’s variant tracking list
after being the leading causes
of infections in late summer and
fall. XBB.1.5 now accounts for
28 percent of COVID cases na-
tionwide, according to the CDC,
but stark regional differences at-
test to its potential to dominate
the COVID variant landscape in
quick order.

Seventy-two percent of the
COVID cases in the New York
and New England region are
now attributed to XBB.1.5, with
the projection it could soon be
as high as 86 percent. It took
only six weeks for XBB.1.5 to
go from one percent of cases
to the mid-70s. Much smaller
but quickly escalating rates of
XBB.1.5 are to be found further
south along the East Coast and
on through Florida to Texas.
Rates in the rest of the country,
including Minnesota, are well
below the national average,
but based on past history and
XBB.1.5’s unique mutations

In a bid letter emailed to
Superintendent Reggie Engeb-
ritson and multiple board mem-
bers on Tuesday, Timberjay
publisher Marshall Helmberg-
er said that the Timberjay had
“substantially higher circulation
and much broader distribution”
than the Cook News-Herald.

Helmberger also pointed
out that the Cook News-Her-
ald is out of compliance with
a state law that requires news-
papers to publish legal notices
on their websites. A check of
the News-Herald website on
Tuesday revealed that it hasn’t
been updated since Dec. 16,
2021. Legal notices appearing
in the Timberjay are posted on
the newspaper’s website week-
ly and are freely accessible to
the public and are archived and
searchable, Helmberger said.

Helmberger’s letter was not
presented or discussed in the
meeting, but Cook/Orr Editor
David Colburn reinforced the
same points in comments he
made to the board.

“I disagree with that state-
ment altogether,” member Chet
Larson said after Colburn’s
comments, noting that the Cook

PUBLIC HEALTH

that is expected to change soon.

On Monday, Minnesota De-
partment of Health Public Infor-
mation Officer Garry Bowman
provided the Timberjay with the
state’s most recent estimates of
variant distribution from Jan.
3, and true to pandemic-long
form, Minnesota’s scenario lags
behind that of other regions, but
reflects tendencies that have al-
ready occurred elsewhere.

Of note is that while BA.5
has accounted for about 40 per-
cent of cases since the first week
of November, recent genetic se-
quencing for the latest report
put the percentage of cases at 28
percent, reflecting the decline
seen elsewhere. Taking its place
as the dominant variant of the
moment is BQ.1.1, comprising
34 percent of cases.

And as for XBB.1.5?

“In Minnesota, XBB.1.5
has been detected, but in a very
limited number of clinical sam-
ples to this point,” Bowman

News-Herald is a designated
legal newspaper for St. Louis
County.

Albertson ignored com-
ments about being out of com-
pliance with state law regard-
ing website publication and
instead highlighted that articles
he writes about ISD 2142 also
appear in other publications
he owns, providing expanded
coverage around the district, al-
though he made no mention of
the district’s legal notices ap-
pearing anywhere other than in
the News-Herald.

Albertson also reminded
members of the Timberjay’s in-
vestigative reporting surround-
ing the district’s promotion of a
$78.8 million bond issue in 2009
that resulted in findings by the
state Office of Administrative
Hearings and the State Auditor
that the district had “engaged
in an inaccurate and misleading
campaign” for the issue, which
Albertson said “cost you about
a half million dollars in legals
(fees) to fight them.”

The Cook News-Herald has
also provided 80 scholarships to
Cook and Orr students over the
years, Albertson said.

said. “I think the trends we are
seeing will remain in place,
with BA.5 continuing to recede
and BQ.1.1 continuing to grow
along with the XBBs.”

Based on the New York/
New England experience, Min-
nesota health officials will be on
the watch for an XBB.1.5 take-
over through at least February.

An encouraging sign thus
far is that while XBB.1.5 is
more contagious, the resulting
illness appears to be no more
severe than other recent vari-
ants. While more initial and
breakthrough infections are an-
ticipated, it remains to be seen
what the actual effects may be
on hospitalizations and deaths.

Free tests ending

Since last April, Minne-
sotans have ordered 2.5 mil-
lion free at-home COVID tests
from MDH, and on Monday
announced “the last chance” for
people to order four additional
free tests through the online or-

“We are big backers of the
district,” he said.

The News-Herald was ap-
proved as the district’s official
newspaper on a 3-2 vote, with
Koivisto and Marinaro dissent-
ing. The rate the paper will be
charging was not discussed.

In other business, the board:

» Maintained the estab-
lished board member salary of
$400 per month and raised the
hourly rate of compensation for
attendance at special meetings,
committee meetings, and work-
shop and conference sessions
from $12 to $15 per hour. Meal
per diem rates were held the
same at $15 for breakfast, $20
for lunch, and $25 for dinner.

> Established board mem-
ber committee assignments.

»  Designated Fradsen
Bank, North Star Credit Union,
and Ely Area Credit Union as
official depositories for district
funds.

»  Selected Colosimo,
Patchin & Kearney, Ltd. as the
district’s legal counsel.

» Reconvened in a one-
item official session to imme-
diately terminate North Woods
Custodian Ethan Olson.

variant yet

dering program.

“Testing is essential in
getting the proper treatment to
those who need it and prevent-
ing the spread of COVID-19,
and the state’s free online order-
ing program made it simple for
Minnesotans in every corner of
the state to easily access critical
testing,” said new health com-
missioner Dr. Brooke Cunning-
ham.

Tests can be ordered on-
line at https://mn.gov/covid19/
get-tested/at-home/index.jsp.

Minnesotans can  also
place orders through the MDH
COVID-19 Public Hotline at
1-833-431-2053 on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Tuesday and
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Language assistance is avail-
able.

REAL ESTATE

i‘r"-'-*

$50,000

MLS#143953 $310,000

system. MLS#144499 $385,000

"1 Contactus fora free
property valuation

218-666-5352

info@bicrealty.com hicrealty.com

COOK Prime corner lot downtown Cook. Room
for a new business and parking lot. MLS#144081

ANGORA Country home with 4 BR, 1 BA, 2-stall
garage on 79 acres with 1,800 ft Rice River front-
age. Plenty of out buildings and fenced in areas.

BAR/RESTAURANT This “turn-key” business op-
portunity includes business and 4,800 sq ft build-
ing for seating up to 150 people and 15 acres.
Great location, minutes from ATV/snowmobile
trails, golf course, Lake Vermilion and city of Cook.
Call for more details! MLS#144140 $475,000

’FALLS 3 BR, 2 BA home on 10 acres. Property
includes 1,440 sq ft non-insulated garage and
2,400 sq ft insulated garage that is zoned optional
commercial use. Has city water and private septic

WE SELL THE NORTH!

A VERMILION

) LAMNIID COFFICE

*‘ Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com

info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook ¢ Tower ° Virginia

nnnnnnnn

A,
= RE/JMAX
AU 4

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Lake Country

Association.

MLS#144470

1t}

Orr-$69,900 Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash River
CIC. Each lot comes with shared community septic,
shared water from central pumphouse and electric.
These utilities already ran to each site. Ownership also
gives you access to private docks on 155 ft of shared
shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo near lake with grill
and 1/10 share of all common areas.

Britt-$59,900 4+ acre building site. Wooded with a
pond and privacy. MLS#143948

Sandpoint Lake-$225,000 Furnished 3 BR cabin on
2.77 acres located on the SE point just north of the
Canadian customs facility. Cabin has metal roof, family
room, garage and shed at the waters edge. Electric
service available from Canadian Sandpoint Power

Orr-$69,500 37+/- acres along the Orr/Buyck Road.
1,000s of acres of public land adjoin this property.
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UNP incident

The Park Service’s lack of transparency
over alleged tasing is troubling

Back in August, the 7im-
berjay filed a Freedom of In-
formation Act (FOIA) request
with the National Park Service,
seeking information on an inci-
dent that led to the alleged tas-
ing of a local businessperson at
Voyageurs National Park.

Tasing is a serious use of
force and given that the inci-
dent may have taken place on
the water, it was potentially a
life-threatening use of force.
Given the widespread con-
cerns about over-zealous law
enforcement at the park in the
past year and a half, the public
has a clear interest in under-
standing what led to the al-
leged incident. We say alleged
because at this point, no fed-
eral officials have been will-
ing to confirm or deny that the
June 25 incident in question
involved the use of a taser. To
date, it is only unofficial sourc-
es who claim the individual in
question was tased. It was the
Park Service’s lack of transpar-
ency that prompted our FOIA
request.

Yet, despite months since
the filing of our request, the
Timberjay has received exactly
nothing from the Park Service.
No information. No answered
questions. Nothing. It’s time
for Washington to take notice
of the Park Service’s failure.

We recognize that FOIA
does, in some cases, limit the
release of law enforcement
data. That’s true of most state
laws prescribing access to gov-
ernment information as well.
But these laws don’t give law
enforcement a free pass to ig-
nore the public’s requests for
information. Some basic infor-
mation is always supposed to
be made available and officials
always have some discretion
about the release of even law
enforcement information. But,
so far, the Park Service and
federal law enforcement have
simply circled the wagons.

The U.S. Attorney has
filed petty charges in the case,
against the local business own-
er, Justin Ebel, and as of late
December those charges had
been dismissed. None of the
charges against Mr. Ebel ap-
peared to justify a tasing even
if he had been guilty of the in-
fractions.

The actions of the Park
Service and the U.S. Attor-
ney in Minnesota are unusual
and unacceptable. They differ
markedly from other cases,
including another tasing in-
cident at a New Mexico na-
tional park in 2020, when the

Park Service responded in a far
more transparent manner when
an individual was tased by a
park ranger after straying off
a marked trail and initially re-
sisted providing identification.
Within days of the incident,
which was video recorded by
a private individual and posted
online, prompted park officials
there to release nearly 15 min-
utes of body camera footage
and to launch an investigation
into the actions of the ranger.

Here in Minnesota, we
can’t even get the Park Service
to confirm whether any body
camera footage of the incident
exists, much less release it to
the public as was done in New
Mexico. Will the Park Service
critically investigate the deci-
sion of law enforcement offi-
cers at Voyageurs to resort to
the use of a taser? Who knows?
They’re not talking.

Let’s be clear. Because of
the actions of the Park Service
at Voyageurs, we don’t know
all the specifics of this case. It
is possible, although it seems
unlikely, that there are miti-
gations that could have made
the tasing justified. Yet, if so,
why would the Park Service
and U.S. Attorney be so reluc-
tant to provide details of the
case? It looks an awful lot like
a cover-up of law enforcement
excess.

It’s been a concern in more
than the Ebel case. As we re-
ported late last summer, there
is increasing concern among
park users and business owners
who provide services to park
users, that the park law en-
forcement has become overly
aggressive since the arrival of
Josh Wentz as the park’s chief
law enforcement officer. The
alleged tasing of Justin Ebel,
who operates a houseboat ser-
vice in the park is just the most
egregious example.

If the Park Service won’t
take the matter seriously, it’s
time for higher level officials
to do so. Minnesota’s two U.S.
senators, Amy Klobuchar and
Tina Smith could play a role
in pushing for an investigation
of the incident. Rep. Pete Stau-
ber could do the same. This
is federal property, which is
why state rules on the release
of information don’t apply. If
anything’s going to change, it’s
going to take pressure from of-
ficials in Washington to make
it happen. Let’s demand that it
does.

el \berteim o

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

*

MOUNTAINTOP
LeEcAacy
KEEPERS

Letters from Readers

Too much money
and power in the
hands of a few

We have too much of our
wealth concentrated in too few
people. Unrestricted descent
of wealth results in the arro-
gant incompetence of people
with too much power. Deaf
to criticism, blind to facts,
surrounded by people whose
voices are muffled because of
where their lips are so firmly
planted.

Those who are born rich
assume their whims must be
the product of their own better
judgment. Too much power in
the hands of too few people in-
evitably leads us all to avoid-
able catastrophes. This is the
historical basis for having a
democracy in the first place -
hereditary monarchs and dic-
tators always lead everyone
else to colossal mistakes.

For a while, after World
War II, we had a truly signifi-
cant part of our country’s pop-
ulation in the “middle class.”
Decent pay - enough to save
for retirement, own a home,
raise a family was in the cards
if you worked at it.

A significant part of the
taxes actually collected came
from people who had more
than enough income. Those
who died leaving a lot of mon-
ey behind were still able to
give plenty to their children.
It was understood that even
the rich people had to help pay
for the aircraft carriers.

Education was consid-
ered a good thing - college
tuition was cheap enough that
a person could work and go to
school at the same time with-
out having to borrow anything
- let alone mortgage their fu-
ture lives with debt that can-
not be discharged in bankrupt-
cy and can also be collected
from a person’s future Social
Security income.

Our country had been
through the Great Depression
and World War II. We’d seen
the results of automatically as-
signing leadership roles to the

children of rich people. Rich
kid officers weren’t very good
and couldn’t be relied on by
their enlisted men. By 1944,
we’d winnowed them out.
But we’ve forgotten those les-
sons and now we worship the
wealthy - because they have
so much more than they need.

Meanwhile, remember
that the failed coup of Janu-
ary 6 was just a practice run.
It was organized - and paid
for - by people with too much
money. It was just luck that
they were too dumb to pull it
off that time.

The people in the back-
ground - who provided the
money - are still out there.
They’ll be back, pushing their
enlisted dummies up to the
front where they’ll take the
bullets.

Dave Porter

Minneapolis

Humans can find
better ways

“History is not destiny!”
Ideology shackles minds, but
we have keys to unlock them.
The keys are curiosity and
courage. To doubt, question
imposed boundaries, realize
human capacity for imagi-
nation to discover and create
meaning for new possibilities.
We can and must remake so-
cial organization to save the
planet and to serve everyone.

The authors of “The
Dawn of Everything” reject
the “conveyor belt” version of
history that offers no choice.
Evolution of human culture
moves from simple to com-
plex, backward to advanced
and savage to civilized. The
Agricultural Revolution creat-
ed a one-way street to our top-
down way of life.

A “natural state,” un-
touched by civilization grants
total freedom and equality
bound only by the laws of
nature. Domesticating plants
and animals necessitated
settlement and civilization.
Whether born of an optimis-
tic or pessimistic ‘“state of

nature,” civilization required
a social contract of rights and
duties.

Consequently, we give
up freedom and live with hi-
erarchy and bureaucratic au-
thority. If “past is prologue,”
history of civilization sets the
context for all that is to come.
Historical determinism holds
that events establish social
outcomes and human beings
are mere subjects, passive,
powerless and trapped.

Critical thinking ques-
tions old assumptions that es-
cape scrutiny and snare many
into learned helplessness.
Liberation begins with teach-
ing children the values of car-
ing, cooperation, kindness,
respect and sharing.

“Civilization” casts them
into conquest, dominance,
exploitation, greed and indif-
ference. Rather than impose
a “civilized” version, imagine
social organization in terms of
what we teach children.

Social organization can
be matriarchal and/or patri-
archal, more fluid than fixed
and a product of imagination,
not of nature. We can create
a different and better way of
arranging our lives in a sane,
sensible, and sustainable way.
Humans are wired to rule and
to be ruled. Ancient civiliza-
tion appears as more herstory,
than history!

Harold Honkola

Stillwater

Your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO
Box 636, Tower, MN
55790, or email letters
to marshall@timberjay.
com.

We ask that letters
be limited to 300 words.
Letters are subject to
editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input
to the Timberjay’s edi-
torial page.

What’s good for our workers is good for us all

I grew up on a tree-lined
street one mile from the Gen-
eral Motors Tech Center. The
people of my neighborhood,

like iron miners on the
Iron Range, organized
decades before I was
born for better wages
and working conditions.
Miners fought hard to
form the United Steel
Workers. My grandfa-
ther helped form the
United Auto Workers.
Nearly every adult
male in my family
worked directly, or in-
directly, for the auto in-
dustry. Everyone felt the

effects of its “economic ups and
downs”. The financial impacts
of strikes and lay-offs would

ripple through most households.
And yes, there were class dis-
parities. If you worked for the
Big Three — Chrysler, GM,
or Ford — your

family did better
than those who
did not. Mem-
bers of the union
had benefits and
safeguards  that
helped keep them
afloat during dif-
ficult times. But
there were plen-
ty of people who
worked in non-

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

union jobs that
lacked any guar-
anteed supports to help weath-
er inevitable “boom and bust”
cycles and their consequential

rippling effects.

When I moved to northern
Minnesota in the late 1970s, 1
was assigned to second class
status, as new arrivals often
were, with the moniker, “pack
sacker”. Despite this subtle re-
buff from local residents, the
immutable nature of the Iron
Range’s labor culture felt com-
fortably familiar. I not only
understood, I identified with
the economic mood swings that
periodically swept the region
during the 1980s and the de-
cades that followed. With every
round of contract negotiations
came uncertainty and dread of a
potential strike.

During a recent MPR in-
terview, a University of Minne-
sota labor researcher provided

some interesting facts. Today,
“organized labor” includes just
10-percent
workforce — down from the
1950s when nearly a third of
American workers belonged to
a union. We can be proud be-
cause Minnesota ranks among
the highest states in the nation
with union membership hover-
ing around 17-percent. Studies
show that the higher the number
of organized workers, the higher
the average wage of non-union
workers. And, a stronger union
presence creates a more fertile
environment for success when
unorganized workers attempt to
form unions.

of the American

The news media has cov-

ered a number of recent success
stories that indicate growing

interest to form unions in com-

panies such as Starbucks, Ama-

zon, Chipotle’s, and REI (a rec-

reational equipment retailer), all
employers of typically younger

and lower paid workers. In ad-
dition, unions are also finding
success among paraprofessional
care providers to children, el-
derly, and people with disabil-
ities — an employment sector
known to be grossly underpaid
despite the high levels of stress
and the array of skills needed to
meet the physical and emotional
demands of these occupations.

Under the banner of the Service
Employees International Union

(SEIU), an impressive number

See UNIONS...pg. 5
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Big opportunities
for new elected
officials

Congratulations  to
our incoming Minnesota
Legislators for District 3
and elsewhere in St. Louis
County, Rep.-elect Rog-
er Skraba (R), Rep.-elect
Natalie Zeleznikar (R) and
Sen.-elect Grant Haus-
child (D). These new lead-
ers will participate in one
of the most important leg-
islative sessions in history,
with once-in-a-generation
opportunities to help our
communities make major
investments in infrastruc-
ture, energy savings, im-
proved public health and a
cleaner environment.

Passage of Minne-
sota’s Climate Action
Framework, shaped by
many Minnesota voices,
offers a unique opportu-
nity for investing in our
state’s families and com-
munities, creating new
jobs, and improving our
health, agriculture, forests
and environment.

See:  https://climate.
state.mn.us/minneso-
tas-climate-action-frame-
work.

Our legislators must
help all Minnesotans ac-
cess these benefits with
the massive Federal fund-
ing of the Infrastructure
[nvestment and Jobs Act
(IIJA), and the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA).

The IRA, a “bank ac-
count for energy savings”
helps every American in-
vest in energy-efficiency
upgrades by electrifying
their homes, other build-
ings, and transportation.
Check out what the IRA
offers you at Rewiring
America’s easy IRA Sav-
ings Calculator:

https://www.rewirin-
gamerica.org/

“If St. Louis Coun-
ty successfully ramps up
to 100 percent electric
adoption by the end of the
[RA (2032), $652.9M in
residential electrifica-

UNIONS...Continued from page 4

of these workers serving
in state funded settings
were successful in secur-
ing wage increases well
above minimum wage
levels to a range of $19
to $22 per hour — much
closer to covering the ac-
tual costs of living in to-
day’s economy.

Increased wages are
only a part of the story.
Since the passing of the
Clayton Anti-Trust Act in
1914 that allowed work-
ers the right to peacefully
picket, boycott and strike
for their interests, orga-
nized labor has champi-
oned other important
improvements. Take, for
example, last year’s many
months-long contract ne-
gotiations between the
Minnesota Nurses Associ-
ation and negotiators rep-
resenting major hospitals.
Besides addressing adjust-
ments to their pay scales,
nurses demanded atten-
tion toward crisis-level
staffing shortages.

The dangers due to
chronically  insufficient
staffing increased dramat-
ically during the COVID
pandemic. Conditions
became so bad that nurs-
es were reporting unsafe
conditions, not only for
themselves but, of even
greater concern, for their
patients. The threat to
strike was a last resort de-
cision to get hospital reps
back to the bargaining ta-
ble to seek, in good faith,
a contract that would ef-
fectively address staffing
concerns. Only the right
to strike, enshrined in
law, could muster enough
attention to end the stale-
mate. Through their col-

tion benefits will have
been invested across
every community, gen-
erating 1,098  direct
and 3,820 total new
jobs in St. Louis Coun-
ty.”

https://map.rewirin-
gamerica.org/states/min-
nesota-mn/county/st._lou-
is_county

Environmental  De-
fense Fund’s Alex DeGo-
lia, discussing Minnesota
voter poll results, includ-
ing special emphasis on
Iron Range and southern
Minnesota communities,
stated:

“A recent poll (Sept
18-19, 2022)...found
broad support among ma-
jorities of Minnesotans
for ambitious climate pol-
icies — including those that
limit carbon pollution, en-
courage more use of clean
energy, and reduce pollu-
tion from specific sectors
such as transportation
and agriculture. Majori-
ties of Minnesota voters
also want the Governor
and state lawmakers to do
more to support these and
other climate policies.”

https://blogs.edf.org/
climate411/2022/12/08/
minnesotans-are-ready-
for-state-lawmakers-to-
take-bold-climate-action/

Please contact
Reps-elect Skraba and
Zeleznikar and Sen.-elect
Hauschild asking them
to provide strong bipar-
tisan support for Min-
nesota’s Climate Action
Framework; allowing our
region’s families to par-
ticipate in our new clean
energy economy and to
improve our children’s fu-
ture.

Lucy Grina

and Mike Overend

Two Harbors

Consider the
sources of
information

Recently, in the letters
to the Timberjay, 1 saw a
reference to The Epoch
Times as some sort of au-

Letters from Readers

thoritative source for an
assertion that was, well,
pretty far out there. This
was interesting because
we had just received a
promotional copy of that
very publication in the
mail. After perusing it, it
was pretty clear that the
“news” presented was
not based on reality. The
weather has been fright-
ful, so I did some dig-
ging. The Epoch Timesis a
far-right wing propaganda
sheet associated with and
formed by a follower of a
religious group known as
Falun Gong. The founder
of Falun Gong, Li Hong-
zhi, claims that he can
levitate (float in the air
like a genie) and speaks
of extraterrestrials (space
aliens) as a corrupting in-
fluence on humanity. He
has also embraced a claim
that the pyramids were
built by “Atlanteans,” and
not the Egyptians. He also
believes in racial segrega-
tion. Falun Gong’s sym-
bol prominently incorpo-
rates the swastika. The
movement is staunchly
anti-modern medicine,
apparently because its
adherents consider them-
selves somewhat superhu-
man. The Epoch Times is
known for promoting wild
conspiracy theories. Jour-
nalist Stefanie Albrecht
spent a week at the “news-
paper’” where she was
exposed to numerous con-
spiracies including Pizza-
gate (a false claim about
a human and sex traffick-
ing ring run out of a pizza
place in Washington D.C.;
a debunked conspiracy
that resulted in one person
inflamed by the claim fir-
ing a gun in the establish-
ment); the use of powerful
weather altering machines
causing extreme weather
conditions; and the Great
Replacement theory (orig-
inally used by the Nazis
to justify their treatment
and extermination of Jew-
ish people and now used
to stoke White grievance
against a more diverse so-
ciety in America). More

recently, The Epoch Times
heavily promoted the
election conspiracies that
sparked the attack on the
U.S. Capitol on January
6. In fact, one of its “re-
porters” was present at the
riot, and among the sup-
porters of Donald Trump
that day (as noted by the
Court of Appeals for the
First Circuit in Cheng v.
Neumann). Ok, 1 think
you get the picture by now.
The bottom line is that it
is distressing that such
outlets spread extremist
propaganda in our com-
munities. I can only con-
clude that it is designed to
inflame based on emotion
and fuel a divide among
fellow Americans when
we so desperately need to
stand together. Whether
on the right, left or in the
middle politically, we all
need to be more discern-
ing, and not only consider
the source of outlandish
claims, but to think criti-
cally about whether they
make sense in the first
instance. And, for those
who also received a free
copy this “newspaper” in
the mail, I did find a use
for it. I used it to fire up
the sauna.
Kelly Dahl
Cook

Help is on the
way to the North
Country. Stauber
opposed it

I’'m sure we were all
happy to learn that federal
money from the Omnibus
Spending Bill, the last bill
of Congress before they
adjourned in December, is
coming to Ely.

Senators Amy Klo-
buchar and Tina Smith
announced that $1.3 mil-
lion will give a big boost
to the Ely, Winton, Morse
Lake, and Fall Lake town-
ships’ efforts to increase
the safety of our towns
with fast, up-to-date fire
equipment and ambulance

lective strength, the nurses
prevailed. After months of
“stall tactics”, hospital ne-
gotiators resumed talks, a
contract was finalized, and
a strike averted.

Efforts by organized
labor have not only im-
proved wage scales but
also workplace standards.
In 1938, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt creat-
ed the eight-hour work-
day, the forty-hour work
week, overtime pay and
child labor protections. In
1963, President Lyndon
Johnson signed into law
the Equal Pay Act requir-
ing men and women be
paid the same wage when
working the same job in
the same workplace. The
Civil Rights Act of 1964
outlawed discrimination
in workplace hiring, firing
and promotion practices
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, or national ori-
gin. In 1970, due to high
rates of workplace fatal-
ities, President Richard
Nixon signed the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
Act. These are just a few
examples of landmark
legislation that improved
conditions for workers
and their families but
would never have become
law without the concerted
efforts of organized labor
and the elected officials
who allied to represent
them.

Despite the decline
in formal union member-
ship over the past thirty
years, organizations like
the Steelworkers, Team-
sters, United Farmwork-
ers, Auto Workers, Teach-
er’s Unions, the American
Federation of State, Coun-

ty and Municipal Employ-
ees (AFSCME) and doz-
ens of skilled trades and
service unions have tire-
lessly rallied their mem-
bers to push for contracts
and legislation designed
to improve conditions for
workers.

This year, we should
expect to see action on
Paid Family Medical
Leave and measures to
expand safe affordable
childcare — both critical-
ly important to working
families. The MPR story
included results of a re-
cent survey that showed
77-percent of “educated
people under 41 years of
age” expressing support
for unions, and a 55-per-
cent increase over the past

year in applications to
form unions. This is good
news and underpins the
successes we are hearing
about as younger workers
become more engaged in
advancing their interests.
One activist employee at
Starbucks explained that
getting involved was her
way to address the huge
income gaps that currently
plague our economy.

If these trends con-
tinue, we’re sure to see
brighter days ahead for
American workers. T’ll
be standing with “labor”
as they strengthen their
collective voices — while
working hard to keep the
nation’s needs met and our
economy humming!

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIRNMENTAL
SERVICES

BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS

[ Northwoods Transfer Station
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt
Winter Hours
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—-3pm
Wed: 11am—5pm

Area Solid Waste
Facility
site hours

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm

- - Soudan Canister Site
County 77 Canister Site 5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp Hours
Winter Hours Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 8am—5pm
. - Aurora Transfer Station
Embarrass Canister Site 5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora
7530 Kosl|<_iI Rd., Embarrass Hours '
ours p
AN Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm
S%Eulzlggnﬁg Ogm Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
' p Sat: 8am—noon
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Landfill
Facility 5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia Hours
Hours Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm

Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
1-800-450-9278
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

services. Updating water
infrastructure is included.

Ely is scheduled to re-
ceive part of the $1.2 mil-
lion appropriated to Unit-
ed Way. This money will
be directed toward im-
proving childcare in Ely.
It’s perfect timing for the
childcare project proposed
for the former Revenue
building.

The Omnibus Bill
includes more money for
the military and law en-
forcement; it also over-
hauls the Electoral Count
Act to create more clarity
about counting electoral
votes after presidential
elections.

This bill, plus the
Infrastructure  bill that
passed in November,
2021, were created and
introduced by Democrats,
almost solely, although
several Republicans vot-
ed for the infrastructure
bill. President Biden is
in Kentucky today with a
bipartisan group of con-
gresspeople to celebrate
the reconstruction of the
Brent Spence Bridge
across the Ohio River that
connects Kentucky and
Ohio.

Rep. Pete Stauber
voted no on both bills.

Carol Orban

Ely

Don’t be misled
about America’s
role in the world

Israel is a killing ma-
chine, and its oppression
of the Palestinian people
is worse than the apartheid
of the past South African
government against their
Black people. And it’s
America that funds Israeli
killing of Palestinians. It’s
my tax money that Wash-
ington uses for this crime.

It is the American
government that continues
its economic wars against
Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua that makes life
miserable for the people of
those countries and none

of them is a threat or even
an enemy of us. Shame
on Washington. And the
Democrats are as much a
war party as the Repub-
licans. This is nothing
new. LBJ killed 1.5 mil-
lion Vietnamese, people
who were never a threat
to the U.S. and always
wanted friendship. And,
again, it’s my tax money
that killed and are killing
my brothers and sisters
abroad. And its only good
for the corporate interests
largely but not exclusively
the weapons industry that
benefits and controls the
Democrats and the Repub-
licans in Washington.

Free press is a myth.
Julian Assange is still in
prison because the U.S.
does not allow whis-
tleblowers in the me-
dia. The media is largely
bull__t when it comes to
honest reporting because
it is largely owned by
huge corporations.

It is us, the Ameri-
cans, who think America
is God’s gift to the world.
It isn’t. It is the mindless
brainwashed people that is
the gift to corporate greed
and control of America.
You don’t control Ameri-
ca-it controls you. It owns
you.

The war between
the Ukraine and Russia
is exactly what the U.S.
system wanted, to weak-
en or destroy Russia. It
could have been prevent-
ed, but the U.S. didn’t
want that. It could be
stopped at any time but
the U.S. keeps sending
weapons and spending
my tax money for kill-
ing. The U.S. doesn’t care
about Ukrainians; they are
being thrown under the
bus. Shame on the Dem-
ocrats-the party that loves
war (along with the other
creeps).

Americans- it’s time
to wake up. America is
NOT a democracy.

Steve Johnson

Ely
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Jan. 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first and
third Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

St. Paul’s holding
annual meeting on

Sunday

SOUDANS- St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Soudan is hold-
ing their annual meeting
on Sunday, Jan. 15 at 9:30
a.m.

Township election
filings close on

Tuesday, Jan. 17
REGIONAL- Filings
for township offices close
on Tuesday, Jan. 17 at 5
p.m. Area townships that
hold their elections in
March include Breitung,
Greenwood, and Vermil-
ion Lake. Greenwood
has two open supervisor
seats (three-year terms),
one clerk seat (one-year
term), and one treasurer
seat (two-year term). Bre-
itung has two open super-
visor seats (one two-year,
one three-year), and one
treasurer (two-year). Ver-
milion Lake has one su-
pervisor seat (three-year)
and one treasurer seat

(two-year).
Embarrass and Ea-
gles Nest townships,

which both hold their
elections in November,
are seeking interested
residents to fill an open
supervisor seat.

Community meal
set for Jan. 25 at

Immanuel

TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Tow-
er will host a Communi-
ty Meal on Wednesday,
Jan. 25 from 4:30 - 6:30
p.m. The menu will be
meatloaf, mashed pota-
toes with gravy, vegeta-
ble, bread and a variety of
bars and cookies for des-
sert. Take-outs will also
be available. There is no
charge, and everyone is
welcome.

“A New Journey”

for St. James

TOWER- With
the retirement of Pas-
tor Doug Workman at
St. James Presbyterian
Church in Tower, the
Session has supplied the
pulpit with the following
speakers for January:
Jan. 15, Greg Kuchan;
Jan. 22 and 29, Rev.
Rebecca LeMenager.

Worship services are
at 10 a.m. on Sundays,
with coffee served before
the service, and coffee
an’ afterwards in the so-
cial room. All are invited
to attend.

Every Sunday,
during the service, there
is special music with
Greg Kuchan on guitar
and his wife, Denise
Kuchan on electric
drums.

Tower Winter Farmers Market

set for Friday, Jan. 20

TOWER- Valentine’s Day is on its way. A great place to
pick up some special, locally-made gifts, is the Tower Winter
Market on Friday, Jan. 20 from 4 — 6 p.m. Many baked items
freeze well, or talk to one of our bakers and you could probably
special order for the week of Valentine’s Day. Winter market
days are on the third Friday of the month, so February’s is a few
days after Valentine’s Day. The market is held in the Pike Bay
Products building in Tower, please enter through the side door.

Sugar and Son will be there with their lovely soap and bath
bombs, so treat your sweetheart to a lovely bath. You can buy
some jams, and jellies, salsa, pickles, baked goods, and you can
even buy a charcuterie board to serve those on. There is also

jewelry, bags, and belts, also all locally-made.
Shop local for your sweetheart this year.

WINTERTIME FUN

winners.

Finlander Bocce Ball
set for Jan. 28 at Your
Boat Club in Tower

TOWER- Finlander Bocce ball will be held
on Saturday, Jan. 28 at the Your Boat Club on
Marina Dr. Start time is 9 a.m. sharp and the
registration deadline will be Jan. 27 at 5 p.m.
Registration is $15 per person and teams must
consist of two females and two males. Please
note the change in location from last year.

Finlander bocce ball is played with wood-
en stumps with handles, that are slid on ice
lanes. Scoring is the same as traditional bocce
ball. There will be cash prizes for tournament

Registration sheets will be available at Good
OI’ Days, D’Erick’s, Benchwarmers, Fuel and
Food, and with Jolene at 218-255-2131. Fees
can be paid at the marina the day of the event.

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY
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Lily Russell (left) and Leilana Stellmach have some fun practicing a pivoting drill during afterschool basketball practice
with volunteer coaches Principal John Jirik and several parents. photo by J. Summit

HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

Alliyah Zapata graduates from Navy

basic training

REGIONAL- Alliyah Zapata, a 2021 grad-
uate of Vermilion Country School, graduated

from the Navy’s Great Lakes Recruit Training

Center in Great Lakes, Ill. on Dec. 2, 2022.
She is now in San Antonio, undergoing train-
ing to become a Navy medic. Recruit Training
Command, Great Lakes, is a unit within the
United States Navy primarily responsible for
conducting the initial orientation and training

of incoming recruits, also known as boot camp

and recruit training, or RTC.

Brianna Whiteman
named to FDLTCC
2022 Fall Semester

Dean’s List
CLOQUET-
Whiteman, of Tower,
been named to the Fond du
Lac Tribal and Community
College (FDLTCC) Dean’s
List honors for the semester
grading period.
Requirements for earn-

Brianna
has

ing Dean’s List honors at

Fond du Lac Tribal and
Community College include
maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or
higher while completing 12
or more course credits during
the semester. Students may
take daytime classes, evening
classes, weekend classes, on-
line classes, or a combination
of the above classes.

New director named for Duluth Superior Area Foundation

DULUTH —The

Duluth  Superior Area
Community Foundation
announced today that it
has named Jessica Lind
Peterson as its new devel-
opment director and that
she will fully assume all
development  responsi-
bilities when Mark Dan-

ielson retires in June.
“We are excited to bring
Jessica aboard and for-
tunate that she and our
organization will benefit
from Mark’s knowledge
during a transition period
over the next six months,”
foundation President and
CEO Shaun Floerke said.
He added: “Jessica brings
energy and enthusiasm
about our work in our
community, which is her
hometown. She has an ac-
complished track record
in the development world.
She also knows what it
takes to start charitable
innovations from scratch.
“She will benefit from

time working side-by-
side with Mark. Over the
past 11 years, he has giv-
en so much to our organi-
zation as development di-
rector. He has put his love
for our region, as well as
his knowledge as an attor-
ney, to use to help others
make an impact through
charitable giving.”
Throughouthercareer,she
also has worked as a play-
wright, author and actor.
Peterson holds a bachelor
of arts degree in English
literature and theater arts
from the University of
Minnesota Duluth. She
also holds a master of fine
arts degree in creative

writing from Hamline
University in St. Paul.
She grew up in Duluth
and graduated from Den-
feld High School.

The DSACF was
chosen to manage the
Gundersen Trust Fund in
Tower, changing it from
its former trust structure
to a community founda-
tion fund.

“The foundation
does so much good in
our region,” she said. “I
am excited to work with
the team and our gener-
ous donors to grow that
impact and make our re-
gion stronger. This is a
dream opportunity to be

part of an organization
making a difference in
the place I call home.”
Floerke said the founda-
tion will celebrate Daniel-
son’s career and accom-
plishments later in 2023,
closer to his announced
June retirement date.
“Mark is one of the most
successful development
directors in the history of
our organization and in
the Twin Ports region,”
Floerke said. “We’re
lucky to have two strong
leaders working together
in the next six months to
put the foundation on a
path to further success in
years to come.”
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LAW AND ORDER

New St. Louis County Sheriff’s duputies for Ely

Josh Kolar

Ryan Norland

Sean Norland

Joe Olufson

Eight new St. Louis County Sheriff’'s Office deputies were sworn in at ceremonies in Duluth on Dec. 19, and four of them have
been assigned to work out of the Ely office. Deputy Joe Olufson should be a familiar face to many, having previously served
with the Ely Police Department for over a year. Others coming to Ely include brothers Sean and Ryan Norland and Josh Kolar.
Another familiar face in the Ely office, deputy Josh Engel has moved to the Cook office to fill a vacancy there. Submitted photos

EDUCATION

Ely school district reduces deficit

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- An improving
financial outlook was the
upshot of Ely school dis-
trict’s annual audit, which
headlined the school board
meeting here on Mon-
day. According to auditor
Devin Ceglar, from Walk-
er, Giroux, and Hahne, the
district paid off nearly $5
million in deficits from
the prior year. That still
left the district $1 million
in the red, but reflected
marked progress over the
course of the year.

A yearly independent
audit is required by both
state and federal law. Ce-
glar, a partner at Walker,
Giroux, rounded figures
during his presentation.
The Timberjay has re-
placed those with the ac-
tual dollar amounts from
the 93-page audit report.

Ceglar started with
the district’s overall net
position, noting that the
district had total revenues
of $15,087,586 and total
expenses of $10,226,579,
for a positive change-in-
net of $4,861,007. When
the $5957,545 deficit
from the 2020-2021 is
subtracted from the 2021-
2022 change-in-net, the
district’s end-of-year net
is a much-lower deficit of
$1,096,538.

As of June 30, 2022,
the district had a total
of $17,923,332 in capi-
tal assets, which was an
increase of $11,649,920
over the previous year.

That amount represents
not only the new construc-
tion at the district’s facil-
ities, but also a new bus.

The district reduced
its outstanding debt to
$15,395,000, which is
$313,000 less than the
previous year. By law, the
state limits the amount of
debt that the district can
issue to 15 percent of the
market of value of all the
taxable property in the
district. For ISD 696, that
limit is $103,191,692,
which is much higher than
the district’s actual debt.

The  district did
have some cost overruns
which were much higher
than what was budgeted.
“The general fund lost
$463,774,” Ceglar pointed
out. He explained the loss
by comparing the amount
that the district budgeted
for each line item versus
the amount that was ac-
tually received or spent,
calling the difference a
variance.

“Typically, you want
to see positive variances,”
Ceglar explained. “When
there are negative vari-
ances, that means that rev-
enue didn’t come in as an-
ticipated or expenditures
were higher. So, as you can
see ... the total revenue
(variance) was a positive
$216,498 ... Then when
you go to expenditures,
the general fund overspent
by $682,272, (mainly) for
district support services
($245,996), regular in-
struction ($396,328), and
special education instruc-
tion ($137,234).”

Accounting practices

Ceglar also reported
that the audit identified
a few areas of “material
weaknesses and signifi-
cant deficiencies” in ac-
counting practices. The
audit determined that the
district “did not possess
the technical expertise to
comply” with all of the
government’s accounting
reporting standards, but
that the cost of training
the district’s staff “ex-
ceeded the benefit that
would result.” That find-
ing is fairly typical of
governmental bodies in
the region.

Ceglar also noted
that the district lacked the
staff to achieve a com-
plete “segregation of (ac-
counting) duties,” so that
each step in the account-
ing process would have a
new set of eyes reviewing
transactions. “Our rec-
ommendation is that, for
example, four accounting
steps should be done by
four different people,”
Ceglar remarked, “but
most government entities
are too small,” noting
that the problem of small
accounting staffs includ-
ed “90 percent of all our
small government cli-
ents.”

Ceglar also recom-
mended that the district
adopt an annual review of
all outstanding checks, to
either reissue them or turn
them over to the state as
unclaimed property. He
also recommended that
the district should adopt
a more timely practice of

making adjustments for
interest and fund transfer
corrections within one-to-
two weeks of the receipt
of the district’s bank state-
ments.

In other action, the
school board:

»Designated that it
would meet every second
and fourth Monday of
each month at 6 p.m.

» Designated the Ely
Echo as its official district
newspaper for 2023 for
the printing of legal no-
tices. No other paper sub-
mitted a competing bid.

»Designated the
Klun Law Firm as the
district legal counsel for
2023. The district super-
intendent and chairperson
of the school board were
authorized to contact le-
gal counsel at a rate of
$125/hour. The rate in
2022 was $120/hour.

»Designated Bound-
ary Waters Bank, U.S.
Bank, Minnesota School
Liquid Asset Fund and
the PMA Financial Net-
work as the district’s fi-
nancial institutions.

»Designated Spen-
cer Aune, Finance Man-
ager and Jordan Hunt-
batch, Payroll, Benefits &
Finance Coordinator, as
the district staff members
who are authorized to
conduct electronic fund
transfers for the district.

> Approved the pay-
ment of $1,250 for 2023
dues for the Range Asso-
ciation of Municipalities
and Schools.

> Approved the 2023

Internal Revenue Service
standard mileage rate of
$0.655/mile for reimburs-
ing school district travel.
>» Approved the De-
cember 2022 financial
report, December 2022
receipts of $2,551,720
and December 2022 dis-
bursements of $819,159.

»Established school
board compensation for
2023 at $223/month plus
$30,000 life insurance
for directors, $287/month
plus $30,000 life insur-
ance for the board chair-
person, and an additional
$64 for each board mem-
ber for monthly study
session. These are an in-
crease of 7.1 percent over
the previous levels, which
is the current rate of infla-
tion. The annual inflation
rate for the United States
was 7.1 percent for the 12
months ended November
2022 according to U.S.
Labor Department con-
sumer price index data
published on Dec. 13.

» Accepted the res-
ignation of Molly Holtz
from her paraprofessional
position effective Feb. 4.

» Heard from di-
rector of facilities Tim
Leeson, who remarked
that the pipes in the Ear-
ly Childhood Family Ed-
ucation room burst on
the day after the holiday
break started, but that the
pipe failure was discov-
ered immediately, “pre-
venting damage much
worse than wet carpets.”
He also reported that the
historic Workman murals
have been rehung.

Upcoming
Events

Ely Public Library

ELY- The Ely Public
Library will be closed on
Jan. 16 for Martin Luther
King Day.

The library will host
a Kahoot starting Tues-
day, Jan. 17 at 3 p.m. and
ending on Friday, Jan. 20
at 8 a.m. The subject of the
Kahoot will be the Selec-
tion series of five romance
novels by Kiera Cass. The
prizes will be a tiera, a
necklace and a Kiera Cass
book. Registration and
participation in the Kahoot
will be online at www.
elylibrary.org.

The library will also
hold a craft event on Jan.
20 at 3 p.m. where partic-
ipants will make a scarf
and then go for a walk
wearing it.

Ely Folk School

ELY- The Ely Folk
School is holding a com-
munity contra dance on
Saturday, Jan. 14, at the
Ely Senior Center from
7-10 p.m. Admission is
$10 for adults. Kids are
free with a parent. No ex-
perience necessary. All the
dances will be taught at the

A little Monday morning excitement

On Monday, Jan. 9, a 9:00 a.m. firealarm saw Ely’s finest responding to a carbon monoxide alarm at
the Wintergreen shop at 205 E. Sheridan St. According to a sewing room employee at Wintergreen,
the alarm went off shortly after the temperature was turned up on the furnace at the beginning
of the work day. The Ely Fire Department sent in a crew with self-contained breathing appara-
tus equipment to survey the business before determining no fire was present. Photo by C. Clark

event.

Makers Mornings
at the Ely Folk School
are held every Thursday
morning from 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. for makers to
meet, talk, craft, and have
coffee. Makers mornings
are free community events.

End of the Road

Film Festival

ELY- Tickets for in-
dividual films and for the
omnibus festival pass for
the End of the Road Film
Festival are now on sale

online at elyfilmfest.com.
The film festival is Feb.
9-12, which will overlap
with Ely Winter Festival.
The $75 pass for the en-
tire festival is good for
admission to all the films
though purchasers of the
whole-festival pass must

still make seat reserva-
tions online for the films
they wish to attend. Tick-
ets for individual films are
$10. The festival pass and
tickets to individual films
can also be purchased at
Ely’s Historical State The-
ater.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
the Grand Ely Lodge.
Participants have an op-
portunity to order lunch.
For those interested in
being a host, or who have
a speaker suggestion,
contact Lacey Squier by
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com  or
call her at 218-216-9141.

2023 Upcoming
Tuesday Group speakers:
»Jan 17: Helen

Tome of the Ely Free
Clinic will speak about
their services, especially
their new dental offer-
ings.

»Jan 24: Linda Gan-
ister will speak about the
Ely Winter Festival.

»Jan 31: Marne
Kaeske will speak about

the 1854 Treaty.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando ©2=
r Capo )
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walking in moonlight
consumed by light it's warmth

transforming all dark

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- While Orr City
Council member Bruce
Black was re-elected in
November to continue on
with the council, two other
electees, Mayor Bob Anti-
kainen and council mem-
ber Hannah Manick got
their first indoctrination
into issues the council has
wrestled with before.

Topping those items
was consideration of a new
pay scale for Orr Ambu-
lance Service volunteers,
something ambulance di-
rector Donna Hoffer said
was both well-deserved
and needed to retain cur-
rent volunteers and en-
hance the recruitment of
new ones.

“EMS in northern
Minnesota is hard,” Hoffer
said. “It’s difficult work,
it’s volunteer work. We
have to get up in the wee
hours of the night. No-
body wants to volunteer,
and it’s becoming harder
and harder to get people to
serve, especially during a
pandemic when people are
concerned about their own
health.”

Hoffer reminded the
council that ambulance
services are required to
be staffed 24 hours a day,

seven days a week with at
least a driver and an EMT
on call to respond to page
outs. Currently, a driv-
er does not have to be an
EMR or EMT, as long as
a qualified EMT is in the
back with the patient be-
ing transported, she said.
EMTs have been paid $4
an hour for on-call hours,
while EMRs received $3/
hr. and drivers $2/hr.

Hoffer presented
two alternatives for the
council to consider. Both
would raise compensa-
tion for EMTs to $5 and
EMRs and drivers to $4,
but under the second pro-
posal personnel would
take their first 40 hours of
on-call time at the exist-
ing pay scale and qualify
for the increased rate for
any additional hours they
are scheduled. Doubling
the rate for drivers to $4
was justified, Hoffer said,
because without them an
ambulance can’t run.

Cost estimates were
developed using the pro-
posed EMT compensation
rate, and Hoffer assured
that council that the am-
bulance service budget
would accommodate ei-
ther option. She also indi-
cated that the “overtime”
option would be more
cumbersome to adminis-

ORR CITY COUNCIL

Pay raise approved for Orr Ambulance Service volunteers
City council punts Cote land purchase proposal down the road again

ter.

Council members
approved the option that
provides the straightfor-
ward hourly increases on
a 4-0 vote, with Manick
abstaining. As part of the
package, run compensa-
tion will go up $10 to $50
and medical transport will
go up $25 to $125.

Land proposal
tabled again

For a third consecu-
tive meeting, a proposal
from Dennis and Ericka
Cote to buy a 4.43-acre
parcel behind their prop-
erty and a 4.44-acre parcel
behind the Carefree Living
facility was on the agenda,
and for a third time it was
tabled by the council. At
prior meetings, the issue
was tabled over unan-
swered questions about
the future of the long-term
care facility and how that
might impact the second
lot in the Cotes’ proposal.

That was the rationale
again as council member
Lloyd Scott moved to ta-
ble the proposal until the
June meeting this time,
saying that he did so in
part to relieve the Cotes
of having to attend more
council meetings in the
interim. City clerk Cheri

Carter reported that the
city had been contacted
by a closing company last
week about the Carefree
property.

Dennis Cote was ob-
viously displeased with
the extended delay, which
will impact plans for de-
veloping the property to
accommodate  seasonal

tourism.

“So in June, if they
decide they don’t want
it, are we just going to go
and table it again because
somebody next year may
want it? Campers come
in June and it’s going to
be empty,” he said. “It’s
not going to be bringing
people into town, it’s not

going to be bringing any
revenue into town, no-
body’s going to be buying
fuel or bait at the stores.
We didn’t know about this
last month or the month
before or the month be-
fore or the month before
that. And now we know
about it today. I mean, that
seems kind of strange.”

SUDS FOR SOOT
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Orr Fire Department volunteer Daniel Holman demonstrates the

operation of the department's new washing machine that is specialized
for getting carcinogens, toxins, soot and chemicals out of turnout gear,

which leads to better safety for volunteers.

courtesy of Orr Fire Department

Cook VFW representative Pat Lamwers went to North Woods School
recently to present awards to the top students in the local post's Voice

of Democracy essay contest for high schoolers and coloring contest
for elementary students.

Top left: High school winners were Alex Burckhardt, 2nd place, Emily
Trip, 3rd place, and Avery Thiel, 1st place.

Top right: Grades 3-6 winners were Esme Brodeen, 2nd place, Allison
Huffman, 1st place, and Christian Tschida, 3rd place.

Bottom right: Grades K-2 winners were Myray Maroste, 2nd place,
Hannah Huffman, 1st place, and Addie Holter, 3rd place. submitted photos

HUSTLING HOOPSTERS

North Woods third-grader Nova Rutchasky races
ahead of classmate Shainah Christiansen during
a halftime exhibition at the North Woods game
against Ely last week. The girls also got to sit on
the team bench during warmups and stood with
them for the national anthem. photo by D. Colburn

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIR>NMENTAL
SERVICES

BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS

Area Solid Waste Facility
site hours

Ash River Trail Canister Site
11391 Ash River Trail
Winter Hours
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site
10150 Gamma Rd
Winter Hours
Wed: noon—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

O Canister Site
4038 Hwy 53
Winter Hours
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon
Sat: 8am—noon

Portage Canister Site
6992 Crane Lake Rd.

Winter Hours
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm

Sturgeon CanisterSite
8380 Hwy 73
Hours
Sun: 8am—Noon

County 77 Canister Site
2038 CountyRd. 77

Winter Hours
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S, Beatty Rd.
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Regional Landfill
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm
Sat: 8am—3:30pm

5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing

Sat: 8am—1pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County
Environmental Services
Department

1-800-450-9278

Office hours 8-4:30
Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/ recycle

=

Read us online at www.timberjay.com

D A N
" Tradition °
of Trust

+ Traditional Funerals

+ Graveside Services

+ Cremation

* Pre-Need Planning

+ Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL
HOME

www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

: Cook, MN A
A%\ 24 Hours A Day /
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REVOLT...Continued from page 1

tioned affirmative voting
firefighters will no longer
respond to 911 calls until
those conditions are met,”
the letter stated. “We deeply
regret having to take this
step, and the danger this
poses to those citizens that
we volunteer to protect,
but the continued strength
and even the very survival
of this fire department is
at risk.”

The letter also accused
the board of the “unwar-
ranted firing of Chief
Fazio” and that the position
was given to Maus solely
because of his friendship
with certain members on
the board.

Fire department
members lined the back
wall of the town hall at the
start of the meeting, with
a half a dozen large duffle
bags, presumably of fire
department gear, stacked
along a side wall greeting
meeting attendees as they
walked in.

Fire department
member David DeJoode
said he was “disgusted”
with the actions of the town
board.

“I may be naive,” he
said. “I am put in the posi-
tion of serving the commu-
nity. Individuals feelings
should be set aside. I see
an abuse of power. You
need to serve the people,
not your personal opinion.
Due to this abuse of power
and personal vendetta,

Greenwood Township will
be less safe tomorrow than
it is right now.”

Town board members
responded to this charac-
terization of their actions,
arguing that the dismissals
of the former chief and
assistant chief were jus-
tified.

“Those two people
did not perform their
duties and roles within
their job description,” said
Supervisor Rick Stoehr. “I
heard bad mouthing of Jeff
Maus for 10 years. Heis the
most competent...”

Stoehr was then inter-
rupted by laughter from the
fire department members
assembled in the back of
the hall.

“He has the qualifica-
tions,” said Stoehr. “Show
me your credentials.”

Stoehr noted the prob-
lems that have been found
in the fire hall and with fire
department equipment.”

“It’s a mess,” Stoehr
said, “It’s a piece of sh*t.”

Chairman Sue Drobac
gaveled the meeting back
to order.

“Everyone has their
opinion,” she said. “How
many of you people who
have jobs got the chance to
say who you wanted as your
boss? You are employees.”

Supervisor Mike
Ralston sided with the
department rank and file.

“I don’t believe those
on the board who made

the decision to terminate
have any knowledge of
what it takes to manage the
department.”

The vote last fall to
removed Chief Fazio and
Assistant Chief Mike
Indihar was a 3-2 vote, with
Ralston and Supervisor
Paul Skubic voting against.

Fire department
member Craig Gilbert told
the board they need to listen
to department members.
“Those are the ones getting
up in the middle of the
night,” Gilbert said.

Drobac said the depart-
ment serves the communi-
ty.She added that the board
appointed Maus based on
his leadership training and
experience.

Stoehr asked why other
department members had
not taken advantage of
such training opportunities.
Maus was the only depart-
ment member who applied
for the open fire chief spot.

Fire department
member Tom Mortaloni
said no other department
members had applied in
deference to the former
officers.

Ralston asked Maus
to voluntarily step down
from the department, a
motion that was seconded
by Skubic.

“The actions of the
board put the property
owners of the townshipina
bad position,” Ralston said.

The vote failed 2-3,

with Drobac, Stoehr, and
Barb Lofquist voting
against.

Ralston then moved
that the voice recording of
the Jan. 3 fire department
meeting be posted on the
township website. That
motion passed, 3-2, with
Stoehr joining Ralston and
Skubic in the affirmative.
Drobac said the recording
would be available at the
town hall. The township
is currently seeking a new
website provider.

During supervisor
comments, Stoehr again
asked rank and file depart-
ment members to back up
their complaints against
Maus, including their “very
serious claim of fear of
personal safety.”

“There is nothing
stated to substantiate this
claim,” he said.

“What concerns me
most,” Stoehr asked, “is if
this statement is demon-
strable, why has no action
been taken until now? It’s
up to the fire department to
supply the documentation
to support their statement,
and to do so in a timely
manner for review to deter-
mine the validity of their
fear and now a claim of no
confidence.”

Stoehr said these
members are “walking
for two people, not for the
township.”

The assembled fire
department members all

left the meeting after it was
clear the majority of the
board was still in support
of Maus as fire chief.

Other fire department

actions

Fire Chief Jeff Maus
singled outFirstResponders
Kristal Strong and David
DelJoode for their excep-
tional service in 2022.Both
had responded to over 90
calls last year. Stoehr said
the board should consider
how these responders are
being compensated.

“They are carrying the
load,” Stoehr said. “We
need to consider raising
their compensation.”

The board terminat-
ed two fire department
members who had notbeen
active in the past year on
a 4-1 vote with Ralston
voting against. They both
had been sent registered
letters but neither had
responded. They both will
have the opportunity to
rejoin the department after
six months if they desire.
The board accepted the
resignation of member
Mickey Scipioni.

Theboard hired Amber
Nye as the fire department
administrative assistant.
She was the only applicant
but Maus noted she had the
office skills and a medical
career background.

Drobac put forward a
motion to terminate Mike
Indihar from the fire depart-

ment, with a second from
Stoehr.She declined to give
a reason stating “we don’t
need to air dirty laundry
here.” After the meeting,
Stoehr said the decision
to terminate was made
after a discussion with the
township attorney. The vote
was 3-2 with Ralston and
Skubic voting against.

“This is not the way
to do things,” said Skubic.

The board also heard
more suggested changes
to fire department policies.
Maus said he would like to
combine the standard oper-
ating guidelines with the
paid-on call policy,and also
make sure they conform
with the township’s person-
nel policies. Maus also said
he would like to increase
the required participationin
trainings and calls up from
the current guidelines.

“We need training all
year,” he said,““and citizens
need responses to calls.”

Department members
are required to attend a spe-
cific number of meetings
and calls to qualify for a
pension credit each year.
Maus said that there would
be opportunities to make
up training if a member
couldn’tattend due to work
commitments.

Reporting on the rest
of the board’s actions at
the meeting will be in next
week’s paper.

COUNTY...Continued from page 1

state requirements for such
aland swap have been met
and that both parties would
benefit from the exchange.
He said for the land swap
to go forward, the commis-
sioners needed to vote to
recommend the exchange
“for final approval by the
state licensing board.”

Becky Rom of Morse
testified during the public
hearing in favor of the
exchange, “The Sax-Zim
Bog is an area known
nationally as a spectacular
and important boreal bird
habitat. People come from
all over the country to visit
it. Transfer of the tax for-
feited land within the bog
to the Conservation Fund
will lead to a subsequent
conveyance to the Friends
of the Sax-Zim Bog, (which
is) the conservation group
that will be maintaining it
as healthy complex habitat
for boreal birds.”

Well-known Ely birder
and guide Bill Tefft also
testified in favor of the
exchange, echoing Rom’s
remarks. “I would speak
in favor of making this
(exchange).Idon’t see any
detrimental aspects whatso-
ever,” he added.

The county commis-
sioners unanimously voted
torecommend theexchange
to the Minnesota Land
Exchange Board.

Other business

The meeting got off to
a raucous start with four
residents from Fredenberg
Township, on the outskirts
of Duluth, who gave public

input to complain about a
gravel pitlocated near their
homes. The pit operator,
LTI Holdings, received
a conditional use permit
from the county in 2020.
The pit’s neighbors failed
their attempt to receive a
court injunction to stop pit
activities in 2021.

The most dramatic of
the four who testified was
Bruce Anderson of Duluth
who played a five-minute
recording of the noise from
the pit as heard from a
neighboring property.
Short term rental

ordinances

The commissioners
also held a public hearing
on changes to the coun-
ty’s ordinances regulating
short term rentals. Deputy
county administrator Brian
Firtsinger explained the
reasons for the proposed
changes, “As we started
enforcing the licensing and
permitting of those (short
term rentals), a number of
different questions were
raised over this period of
time in the planning com-
mission, (leading the com-
mission) to take a closer
look.” Firtsinger noted
that the original short-term
rental ordinance was passed
in 2020.

That closer look by
the planning commission
led to a first public hearing
in November on proposed
changes. These changes
include:

> A new land use defi-
nition for Commercial
Short-Term Rental.

CHARGES...Continued from page 1 —

the time of the incident,
including assaulting or
resisting an officer, disor-
derly conduct, failure to
obey a lawful order, inter-
fering with a government
employee or agent, and
improper display of vessel
registration.

Hensley dismissed the
charges for assaulting or
resisting an officer, disor-
derly conduct, interfering
witha governmentemploy-
ee or agent, and improper
display of vessel registra-
tion, with Ebel incurring
$120 in processing fees.

When the charges were

READT

filed, Ebel made a collateral
payment of $200 for failure
to obey a lawful order
citation. That payment was
retained as a fine for the
offense,along with another
$30 processing fee.

The Timberjay attempt-
ed to contact Ebel by
phone for comments about
the outcome, but he had
not responded as of press
time on Wednesday. The
newspaper will continue
its efforts to report on this
incident until full details,
including confirmation
of the alleged tasing, are
obtained.

 TIMBERJAY!

» Clarifications to the
Commercial, Retail and
Service Establishments —
Class II land-use category
to include Commercial
Short-Term Rental.

»The addition of stan-
dards for reestablishing
short term rental use after
a change in ownership on
a parcel.

» Clarification of
where a conditional use
permit is required.

>» The addition of
Minnesota Department
of Health lodging license
requirements for short term
rentals.

»The addition of res-
idential zoning district
requirements for short term
rentals.

>» The addition of
minimum liability insur-
ance requirements, includ-
ing naming the county asan
additional insured on the
short-term rental insurance
policy.

The commissioners
discussed the insurance
requirements with Jenny
Bourbonais, the coun-
ty’s planning manager.
Some commissioners have
received feedback on the
insurance requirement from
short term rental owners
complaining that their
property is already fully-in-
sured so why do they need
to go above and beyond?

Bourbonais explained
that the county used the
same liability numbers
required of contractors with
the county but remarked
that extending those to

short-term rentals wasn’t
“apple to apples.” “It’s a
little bit of a struggle for us
with that language, being
applicable to permits versus
contracts,” Bourbonais
added. “It makes a lot of
sense for the contracts that
are out there that we work
with ... Short term rental
permitting is a little bit
different.”

Two people testified
on the issue. The first was
a gentleman who did not
give hisname and identified
himself as “on the town
board” of a town he did
not name. He expressed
concerns that short-term
rental properties would
not be assessed for taxable
value properly if and when
the properties reverted to
residences.

The second testifi-
er was Melissa Bell of
Fredenberg, who opposed
the ordinance changes
because she believed the
county was incapable of
enforcing standards fairly.
“I’ve been told many times
(that the county) does not
have the manpower to reg-
ulate conditions and stan-
dards. If our department
is so overworked already,
whatis the solution because
I’ve seen double standards.
I’ve seen big business get
away with whatever they
want and everyone turns
theireyes (away),but small
businesses, homeown-
ers trying to keep up the
property taxes and make a
little extra money, they’re
gonna get handed all these
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regulations,” she said.
Bell then cited an
example of a short-term
rental regulation violation
she knew of. She ques-
tioned where the enforce-
ment was and why there
was no penalty applied,
concluding that, “Right
now anyone who doesn’t
want to comply to your
standards, in my opinion,
doesn’t have to ... I like
rules but they have to be
the same for everybody.”
At the conclusion of
the public hearing, the
county commissioners
voted unanimously to adopt
the proposed changes and
additions to the short-term

rental ordinance.

Emergency declaration

At the recommenda-
tion of St. Louis County
Administrator, Kevin Gray,
the commissioners voted
unanimously to declare a
state of emergency for the
county as the result of the
winter storm event that
started on Dec. 13, 2022.
Making such a declaration
allows the county to apply
for state and federal disaster
relief funds to help defray
the costs of emergency
response efforts which were
needed to recover from the
damage done by the storm.
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Council questions handling of trailhead project

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — The city council
here had questions over the
handling of the trailhead project
near the city’s harbor and cost
overruns that forced significant
cutbacks in the project as well as
the tapping of contingency funds
from a related road extension.

The questions arose as the
council was faced with approving
a $237,168 change order as a
result of soft, wet soils discovered
once excavation began on the
driveway and new parking lot
being built along the East Two
River, just north of the Hwy.
169 bridge.

“Isn’t it customary to use
soil surveys prior to this kind
of work?” asked new council
member Josh Zika.

City engineer Matt Bolf
agreed that such tests are typical,
but he said the lack of road
access and tree cover on the site
complicated any soil testing. He
also said that the city couldn’t
use funds approved by the
Legislative Citizens Commission
on Minnesota Resources, or
LCCMR, to pay for soil testing,
since the project needed to be
approved before any reimburs-
able funds could be expensed.

The lack of testing came back
to bite in this case, as additional
soil removal and refill added
nearly a quarter million dollars

Twin Cities woman killed in Morcom snowmobile crash P E S H E L Jegn

by DAVID COLBURN

to the cost of the project. “So
certainly, hindsightis 20-20,” said
Bolf.“Thisis notanideal situation
to be in,” he acknowledged.
Bolf said the entire area was
“not conducive” to a city road but
thatunder the circumstances, they
opted todig out the soft soils down
to about ten feet to ensure that the
road and parking area would hold
up.Inorderto cutother costs, city
officials opted to reduce the size
of the parking lot and eliminated
the plan for lighting at the site,
which will include a trail kiosk
and a kayak and canoe launch.
Those deductions helped trim
the project cost by $152,664, still
leaving an $84,504 estimated cost
overrun. The city will cover that
extra charge with contingency
funds from a related $461,900
grant from Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation, although that
will all but eliminate the $90,000
in contingency funding incorpo-
rated into that grant. The IRRR
funds are earmarked for construc-
tion of an extension of Main Street
that will provide access to the
new trailhead as well as a “green
flush” toilet proposed for instal-
lation near the civic center and a
few other minor improvements.
Schultz said the road extension
is the higher priority and he is
concerned that if contractors run
into similar soils underlying the
new road,itcould easily consume
all of the IRRR funds allotted to

the project. “It’s atricky situation
to be in,” said Schultz.

Mayor Dave Setterberg noted
that the decisions that led to the
current situation were made back
in 2017, under a prior adminis-
tration. A series of cost overruns
and mistakes on projectbudgeting
over the years was the primary
cause of the city’s financial crisis,
which came to a head in 2018
and 2019.

In other action, the council
approved arequestto apply to par-
ticipate in an 18-month “Housing
Institute” being sponsored by the
Minnesota Housing Partnership.
According to Brad Gustafson
with St. Louis County commu-
nity development, the Housing
Partnershipis interested in setting
up four cohorts of city officials
innortheastern Minnesota to take
part in the institute. “I highly
encourage Tower to apply tobe a
team!” wrote Gustafson in a Dec.
23 email. “This is a great oppor-
tunity to help move a housing
project forward!” he wrote.

Clerk-Treasurer Michael
Schultz noted that participation
in the institute will likely entail
a significant time commitment,
but said that the costs associated
with the institute will be covered
by the Housing Partnership.

“It would be a way to work
collaboratively on housing,” said
council member Joe Morin. “It
would help us learn the process.”

PUBLIC SAFETY

“It appeared the female driver,

Cook/Orr Editor

MORCOM TWP- An Albertville
woman died in a snowmobile accident
in Morcom Township last Saturday,
on a weekend that saw two other
Minnesotans lose their lives in such

incidents.

who was the only occupant of the
snowmobile, had lost control while
navigating aturn,causing her to strike
atree,” a sheriff’s press release said.

Grieman was pronounced dead at
the scene, and the accident remains

under investigation.

Grieman was the first of three
weekend snowmobile fatalities in the
state. A 64-year-old Ottertail man died
after a group of two snowmobiles and
an ATV he was in went into the water
on Otter Tail Lake on Saturday night.
Sunday afternoon, a 12-year-old boy

In otherbusiness, the council:

>» Approved committee
appointments and designations
for 2023, with few changes from
last year. Robert Anderson will
replace council member Kevin
Norby on the ambulance com-
mission. Joe Morin will remain
as acting mayor.

> Approved the hiring of
Chas Hanna as the city’s seasonal
maintenance worker, starting at
$13 an hour.

> Approved a two percent
increase in hangar lease rates for
2023, the first change in lease
rates since 2015.Inamemo to the
council, Schultz recommended
that the city research whether the
current lease rates are appropriate
and in line with other regional
airports.

Council member Robert
Anderson said his own research
suggests that the rates are too low,
particularly given that hangar
owners get to make use of addi-
tional airport space beyond the
footprint of their hangars. The
current hangar leases allow for
a two percent annual increase in
the lease rate.

» Heard from Mike Korpi
in support of the installation of
a “love lock” near the Tower-
Soudan Elementary School in
honor of longtime teacher Carol
Alstrom, who was influential with
many students. The council noted
that the decision on the monument

was up to the school district, since
the memorial would be on school
property. The council agreed to
continue to explore the possibility
of making that portion of Spruce
Street in front of the school a
commemorative street in honor
of Alstrom.

While councilors expressed
general support for the idea,
Mayor Dave Setterberg ques-
tioned whether the council wanted
toestablish a standard for naming
city streets or other facilities for
prominent members of the com-
munity. “I’m not against it, but
what’s the threshold that must be
set to do something like this?” he
asked. Schultz said he would do
some more research on the issue
and report back.

> Approved the purchase of
a new refrigerator for the civic
center kitchen.

> Approved some minor
updates and changes to the operat-
ing procedures for the ambulance
service.

» Gave the first reading to
achange in the zoning ordinance
that designates the Planning and
Zoning Commission to serve as
the city’s Board of Adjustmentin
the absence of adesignated BOA.

» Heard that the city is still
waiting for clarificationonalegal
description for the transfer of the
civic center area and mini-park
from TEDA back to the city.

Acco U NTI NG 218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89| Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

was killed in Wabasha County when
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Grieman was a single mother of

his snowmobile struck a tree.

Accordingtothe St. Louis County

three children. A GoFundMe cam-

Since Dec. 31, six people have

Sheriff’s Office, 55-year-old Nancy
Leann Grieman was riding on the
Bearskin trail at about 1:15 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 7 when the accident

occurred.

HARBOR...cContinued from page 1

ran into extensive delays,
however, after it became
clear that the city lacked
clear title to some of the
property in question. It
took more than three years
to unwind that knot and, in
the meantime, the COVID
pandemic sparked a run
of inflation that put the
construction cost of the
planned town homes out
of reach. Meanwhile, the
city transferred its inter-
est and ownership of the
projectto TEDA ,which has
been working for the past
two years to advance the
town home project under
a revised development
agreement signed in late
November 2021.

Tower Harbor Shores
announced last August
that it would be unable
to proceed with the town
homes due to the high
construction costs. At the
TEDA meeting last week,
the TEDA board gave its
approval to a cancellation
agreement with Tower
Harbor Shores, which
cleared the way to seek a
new developer.

the children.

paign has been started by Grieman’s
cousin to raise funds for future care-
giving and educational expenses for

died from snowmobile accidents in
Minnesota.

prospective developers
until March 31 to submit
proposals. The RFP sets a
number of goals,including:
> Establishing new
opportunities for both per-
manent and/or short-term
residential housing as well
as space for a variety of
commercial ventures, with
a particular interest in new
dining opportunities.

» Creating an attrac-
tive and walkable develop-
ment that entices travelers
along Hwy. 169 to stop
and explore Tower. A mix
of private development
and public green space is
preferred.

» Making productive
use of a highly visible and
well-located parcel within

the city that currently has no
private development.

» Growing the city’s
tax base.

A firm or group
responding to the proposal
will be expected to provide
aresumé,references,exam-
ples of previous projects,
and adevelopment concept
appropriate to the site and
consistent with TEDA’s
goals. A firm whose pro-
posal is accepted will be
expected to enter into a
development agreement
with TEDA that would
further define the develop-
ment and establish time-
lines and benchmarks for
advancing the project.

In other business, the
TEDA board:

> Approved revised
guidelines for the city’s
commercial redevelopment
loan program, which is
now under the auspices
of TEDA. TEDA recently
received a $50,000 grant
from the IRRR, which it is
matching 1-1 witha portion
of the proceeds from the
recent sale of lands on
Mud Creek Road. TEDA
now has approximately
$111,000 available for
low interest lending for
commercial improvements
in the city.

>» Appointed Joe
Morin as TEDA president,
replacing Steve Peterson,
whose term had expired.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ely tips Grizzlies in thriller

Grace LaTourell shows poise under pressure to ice victory

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- In the closing
seconds of an intense battle against
North Woods last week, the Ely girls
hoops team needed atouch of Grace,
and they gotit,as junior guard Grace

Left: Ely junior Grace LaTourell
eyes the bucket while under
heavy pressure from North

by DavID COLBURN Above:Jared Chiabotti
Cook-Orr Editor get_s up _tOP of EIY,S
Caid Chittum during
last Thursday’s
ELY-Inarollercoaster contestl atN grth
basketball game with \Woods.

North Woods last week,
the Ely Timberwolves
watched a 12-point lead
evaporate to nothing
before catching the fast
downslope again to hand
the Grizzles a 16-point
thumping at Ely.
Leading 20-17, the
Wolves made their first
big push on a three-ball by
Joey Bianco and pushing
the ball inside for baskets
by Erron Anderson, Jake
Cochran, and Bianco to
go up 29-17. But Ely
went scoreless for the
next four minutes as North
Woods countered with a
6-0 run capped by a fast
break score by Brendan
Chiabotti to trim the gap to

North Woods archers claim overall titles

by DAVID COLBURN

Right: Ely freshman
Jack Davies
negotiates through a
gauntlet of Grizzlies’
defenders.

photos by D. Colburn

29-23. A layup by Bianco
just before the halftime
buzzer gave Ely a 33-25
cushion at the break.

Ely was back up by
11 four minutes into the
second half when North
Woods caught fire on both
ends of the court, reeling
off a 13-2 run to knot
the score at 42-42 with

See BOYS...pg 2B

BOYS BASKETBALL

Wolves outpace North Woods

Freshman Davies’ hot hand from outside lifts Ely over Grizzlies

Woods’ defenders.
photo by D. Colourn
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ARCHERY

er Merilee Scofield and

Cook-Orr Editor

sixth-grader Brady Swanson,
who both won their grade divi-
sion, middle school grouping,

REGIONAL- The North
Woods archery season got
underway last weekend with a
Jan.7 competition at Greenway,
and Grizzlies archers came
home with a slew of medals.

The stars of the day for
North Woods were eighth-grad-

and overall top spot for the
tourney. Scofield bested 192
girls for the title, while Swanson
outshot 203 boys for the win.

In the elementary divi-
sion, Conner Anderson took
first place among fourth-grade
boys and third place overall.

Kaidence Scofield took second
place in the fifth-grade girls cat-
egory, and Shay Wilcox placed
fourth among fourth-grade girls.

Laurin Glass was the cham-
pion in the sixth-grade girls
group and placed third among
middle schoolers.

Blaze Markwardt was on
point in the boys’ high school
category, taking first in ninth
grade, third in high school, and

LaTourell coolly iced the Grizzlies
with four free throws and blocked
a desperation three-ball to give the
Wolves a narrow 64-61 win.

LaTourell was no stranger to
late-game heroics, with her clutch
free throw shooting as a sopho-
more leading to an upset win over
South Ridge in last year’s sectional
tourney, and Ely Head Coach Max
Gantt was confident she would come
through again.

“Funny how that happened

fourth overall. On the girls’side,
Cadence Nelson nabbed third
place among 11th-grade girls
and fourth in the high school
division.

The team will be back in
action again on their home turf
when North Woods hosts a
tournament on Sat., Jan. 21 at
the school.

again, isn’t it?” Gantt said. “She’s
one of those people who will say,
‘Oh, I was so nervous,’ but she just
blocks it out and she’s a good free
throw shooter. Yeah, we’re lucky
to have her.”

From the outset it didn’t look
like Ely would need any special
effort at the end of the game, as they
wereup by 12,25-13,with only nine
minutes elapsed on the clock. Sarah

See GIRLS ...pg 2B

NORDIC SKIING

Wolves
continue
to excel

Ely’s Devine takes
first in massive field at
Giants Ridge event

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GIANTS RIDGE — Longtime
Ely standout skier Zoe Devine
is having the best season of her
impressive high school career, and
showed it again here last Saturday
as she placed first in a massive field
in the freestyle event held as part of
the Mesabi Invitational.

The annual event is among
the largest high school Nordic
competitions in Minnesota, and
this year it brought nearly 60 teams
from around the Upper Midwest to
Giants Ridge to take part in both
classic and freestyle, or skate, skiing
competition.

Devine, now a senior, has con-
sistently finished in the top three
at meets so far this season, but this
was the largest field she has faced
all season, as 144 racers took part
in the event. Devine took first with
a time of 16:09.6, topping second
place finisher, Rowan Bixler, of
Duluth East, by nearly 13 seconds.

“Zoe’s first place finish was
exciting for the whole team,” said
Ely Head Coach Todd Hohenstein.

Yet the Ely girls team had other
reasons for excitement. Strong per-
formances by Ava Skustad (23rd
with 18:25.8) and Claire Blauch
(26th with 18:34.6) in the freestyle
event helped lift the team to a sixth-
place finish among 57 teams in the
overall competition.

Adding to that mix were senior
Phoebe Helms, who finished 23rd
in a classic field of 140 racers
with a time of 19:13.5 and Kelly
Thompson, who finished 38th with
a time of 20:19.5. Helms appears
back on track after suffering an early
season injury that had sidelined her
for a time.

Ely’s young boys team, who
have mostly competed at the junior
varsity level until recently, showed
strength as well, finishing in 19th
place among 57 teams.

Sophomore Eli Olson was the
top finisher for Ely, finishing 33rd
in the freestyle event with a time
of 15:50.0, while Silas Solum was
Ely’s top finisher in the classic
competition, withatime of 17:07.1.
Dylan Durkin finished 43rd in
the freestyle event with a time of
16:194.

Ely’s skiers looked sharp again
on Tuesday as they competed at the
Korkki Ski Center in Two Harbors
in a classic competition. The girls
team finished second behind Duluth
East, while the boys finished in third
place in the eight-team field.

Devine finished second this
time among the girls as Duluth

See NORDIC...pg. 2B
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Ely girls stay on the winning track so far in 2023

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The Timberwolves are
flawless thus far in 2023. They
made it four straight wins on
Monday against Cherry, as they
topped the Tigers 66-42 in what
Head Coach Max Ganttdescribed
as “a balanced attack.”

“Everybody on our team who
checked-in played impressive
defense,” noted Gantt. “Zoe
Mackenzie and Maisy Sundblad
gave us great minutes! We limited
our turnovers against a pretty

solid Cherry defense. We got a
ton of offensive rebounds and just
out worked them sometimes. (It
was) a total team effort.”

Grace LaTourell pouredin 15
points to lead the offensive attack.
Clare Thomas notched 11 points.
Hannah Penke tallied 13 points,
while Madeline Perry brought
greatdefensive energy and added
nine points on offense. Madeline
Kallberg added eight points,
while Sarah Visser contributed
with seven.

“I’'m proud of how we are

playing right now,” said Gantt.
“We want to keep getting better
as it’s only game 11 and we have
along season,butI’m very happy
with where we are now!”

The Wolves had their tough-
est test of the new year last
Thursday against North Woods.
That game appears in a separate
story on page 1B.

In a makeup game against
Silver Bay on Saturday, the
Wolves cruised to an 85-35 win
over the Mariners.

Madeline Perry and Hannah

Penke poured in 19 points
apiece in the contest, while
Clare Thomas added 14. Grace
LaTourell tallied 13 points, while
Sarah Visser added 10. Overall,
the team notched eight treys and
posted 22 steals.

“We played solid defense all
game and took care of business,”
said Gantt. I’'m proud of how we
have been improving defensive-
ly and sharing the ball on offense
lately.”

The Wolves also topped
Littlefork-Big Falls on Jan. 3,

86-31.Penke poured in 20 points
to lead offensively, while Perry
added ten points and six assists.
Thomas added ten points and
eight rebounds, while LaTourell
added ten points and six steals.

The Wolves were set to take
on Fond du Lac on Saturday and
head to Duluth on Tuesday to
take on Duluth-Marshall. They’1l
return home next Thursday to host
International Falls.

At home, Grizzlies blitz Silver Bay 72-33

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- A
weekend break and a 72-33
trouncing of Silver Bay on
Monday were just what
the doctor ordered for a
North Woods girls hoops

team smarting from back-
to-back tough losses to Ely
and International Falls the
week before.

On the road for
Monday’s contest, the
Grizzlies found the battle
tight early in the game
and used pressure defense

and turnovers to stay even
and slightly ahead of the
Mariners. The Grizzlies led
31-23 at the half.

The second stanza
was when the roof caved
in for Silver Bay, as the
Grizzlies’ offense kicked
into high gear, fueled again

by withering defense that
allowed the Mariners only
10 second-half points. With
the Grizzlies rolling to 41
points in the period, Head
Coach Liz Cheney was
able to get more players
and combinations into the
game, and nine players

notched scores.

Talise Goodsky was
the leading scorer for North
Woods with 14, while
Hannah Kinsey was hot on
her heels with 13. Helen
Koch and Tatum Barto also
reached double figures with
ten points each.

The win brought the
Grizzlies one game closer
to the .500 mark at 5-6 and
erased the sour taste from
letting aJan. 6 halftime lead
against International Falls
slipaway.The Broncos won
the contest 69-61.

GIRLS..cContinued from page 1B

Left: The Grizzlies’ Talise
Goodsky goes up for a
jumper under pressure
from Ely’s Sarah Visser.

Visser, Madeline Kallberg,
and LaTourell all canned
threes in the early surge,and
the Wolves appeared to be
firmly in control.

But freshman guard
Tatum Barto canned a pair
of free throws and Kiana
LaRoque followed a base-
line jumper with afastbreak
score for a 6-0 run that put
North Woods right back
in the fray. They closed to
within three, 34-31, when
River Cheney netted two
charities and went into
halftime trailing the Wolves
36-31.

The second half was nip
and tuck all the way, with the
Wolves fending off repeated
attempts by North Woods
to grab the lead. A trey by
the Grizzlies’ Helen Koch

narrowed the gap to one,
39-38, and North Woods
pulled even at 45-45 on a
bucket by Hannah Kinsey.
But the Grizzlies couldn’t
get over the hump, and a
three-point play on a score
and free throw by LaTourell
gave Ely a 56-52 lead with
four minutes to play.
Trailing 60-54 with just
over two minutes to play,
North Woods threatened
again when Koch hitanother
three and Kinsey scored on
the baseline to get within
one, 60-59, with 49 seconds
remaining. LaTourell made
a pair of free throws, but
Cheney responded with a
basket with 18 seconds on
the clock. Ely managed to
milk seven seconds off the
clock before LaTourell was
fouled and sank another
two charities for a 64-61
lead. Koch raced down the
court to launch a game-ty-

BOYS..cContinued from page 1B

9:31 remaining. The surge
included a three-ball and
layup by Jared Chiabotti
and a pair of fast break
buckets by Jonah Burnett.

But after a time out,
the Wolves regained their
footing and responded
with a big surge of their
own, riding the hot hand
of freshman guard Jack
Davies. A trey by Davies
broke the tie, and after a
bucket by Bianco, Davies
scored on a layup and then
drained trifectas from the
left corner on three con-
secutive possessions as
the home crowd raucously
celebrated Ely’s new 58-44
advantage.

Down 14 with justover
three minutes remaining,
the Grizzlies tried to get
back into it from three-
point range, but a solitary
trey from Burnett with a
minute left was the best
they could muster as the
Wolves coasted to a 65-49

ing three, but the shot was
blocked by LaTourell to
preserve the win for the
Wolves.

Gantt was pleased with
the effort across the board
from his team, and particu-
larly with the play of Visser,
whose 15 points included
four treys.

“She’s one of those
players who plays really
well in big games,” he
said. “You don’t always
notice because she’s always
helping everyone else and
letting them get their points,
but she carries us in games
like this with her with her
ability.”

LaTourell contrib-
uted far more than her
game-clinching free throws,
leading Ely with 26 points.
Madeline Perry was also in
double figures with ten.

North Woods Head
Coach Liz Cheney said

that the key to the Grizzlies
turning it around in the first
half was taking off their full
court press.

“It wasn’t as effective
as we wanted it to be, so
I wanted all our energy
focused on our man-to-man
defense,” she said. “I think
they got tired and I was able
to put some fresh legs in to
keep us fresher.”

Cheney was upbeat
about the Grizzlies’ perfor-
mance despite the loss.

“This was huge for us,
she said. “We didn’t lose by
20, we lost by three points.
Of course we wanted to beat
Ely. But it’s good to keep
the momentum building
like this.”

River Cheney was the
leading scorer for North
Woods with 16, followed
by Kinsey with 15 and
LaRoque with 12.

s

win.

The Grizzlies had
trouble solving the Wolves’
2-3 zone defense, and
Ely Head Coach Tom
McDonald said that was a
difference-maker.

“I thought defen-
sively we were really,
really good,” he said.
“Offensively we had some
lulls in there, but I thought
our defense kept us in the
game the whole time. Even
if we were late we got a
hand up on their shooters
and made things difficult
for them. We played well
for 36 minutes.”

McDonald lauded
Davies, who led the Wolves
with 23 points, for his role
in breaking the game open.

“I thought they were
going to pull ahead and
take it from us, but Jack
had a big one. And then he
had another one and got
us the momentum there,”
McDonald said. “He hit

NORDIC..Continued from page 1B —

East’s Bixler was out
to settle the score from
Saturday’s competition.
In a six-kilometer classic
race, Devine finished with
a time of 22:20.3, about 36
seconds behind Bixler.

Helms continued to
look stronger, as she fin-
ished in tenth-place among
the 56 racers competing in
the girls classic event with
a time of 24:02.9. Junior
Claire Blauch was right
behind in 12th place with a
time of 24:28.1. Thompson
finished at 15th with a time
of 24:54.7.

On the boys side,
Solum again led the way
for Ely, finishing in tenth
place withatime 0f22:00.3,
while Olson finished at 18th
withatime 0f23:27.6.Milo

McClelland finished at 21st,
with a time of 24:01.9,
while Tory Hughley fin-
ished at 22nd with a time
of 24:14.3.

“Two Harbors is
always a light-hearted and
refreshing event,” noted
Hohenstein. “The kids still
skihard butoftendressupin
different costumes and just
enjoy the day being outside
competing.”

The mild conditions
likely affected the skiers’
performances. “The
warm conditions made
waxing a little tricky,” said
Hohenstein.“You justnever
know what type of weather
you’ll get off the big lake
until you arrive.”

three of them in a row.
He struggled in the first
half a bit, but once he got
his rhythm, he was really
good.”

Bianco also hit double
figures with 17, and
McDonald acknowledged
the challenge the Ely senior
faces every time they take
the floor.

“He always gets the
otherteam’s bestdefenders,
and tonight (Louie) Panichi
and Burnett did a great job
on him,” McDonald said.

“He’s got to work hard to
gethis points. ButI thought
he did a nice job when
things got tough for him of
finding the open guys and
we knocked down some
shots.”

North Woods Head
Coach Andrew Jugovich
zeroed in on the Grizzlies’
over-reliance on the three-
ball as the primary culprit
in his team’s loss. North
Woods shot dismally from
beyond the arc, connecting
ononly five of 32 attempts.

“We’re not a three-
point-shooting team by
any means,” he said. “Our
goal in practice this week
was to work the ball inside,
and when we did you could
see that it works. We told
them not to force the three,
and we forced the three and
that’s what lost the game.”

Burnett hit four of the
five threes the Grizzlies
made and finished with a
team-high 26 points. No
other Grizzlies scored in
double figures.

The final score for the
Grizzlies might have been
even worse if Ely had taken
better advantage of a huge
disparity in fouls and free
throws. Working the ball
down low for much of the
game, the Wolves drew
24 whistles but only went
11-0f-28 from the line.
Conversely, the Wolves
were called for only nine
fouls and North Woods hit
the only two free throws
they were awarded.
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Gladys D. Tuuri

Gladys D. “Gladie” Tuuri,
97, of Cook, passed away on
Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023, at the
Cook Hospital. Her whole fami-
ly wants to extend their grateful
thank you to the staff at Cook
Carefree Living for their extra
care recently and for the past
nine years of her life. Thank
you also to the Cook Hospital
doctors and staff and emergency
services and the Essentia Health
East Range Hospice Team for
their care of Gladie. Services
are not planned at this time. Ar-
rangements are with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home of Cook.

Gladie was born to Mayme
Thelma (Holkko) and (Sam)
Lahja Isaac Salomon Seppala in
Virginia on Dec. 24, 1925. Be-
cause the Seppalas lived in
the logging camp they owned,
rooms were rented in the Mon-

davi house for the winter birth
of their first child.

As a child, Gladie grew
up in lumber camps in Buyck,
Pike Lake and Poplar Lake on
the Gunflint Trail near Grand
Marais. She was known to log
boom walk as well as becoming
an accomplished acrobatic gym-
nast and figure skater. On July
4, 1940, her father, Sam Seppa-
la, drowned on Poplar Lake and
she and her mother moved to
Virginia. Later Gladie moved to
Mullan, Idaho, with her mother
and stepfather, Hans Kesanen,
until she graduated from high
school. She returned to Virgin-
ia and attended cosmetology
school in Duluth and obtained a
license.

For a time, Gladie owned
and operated a beauty shop in
Mt. Iron, until she met and mar-
ried WW II veteran, O.W. Tuuri,
who began graduate work for
his master’s degree in Greeley,
Colo. Later O.W. began a teach-
ing and school administrator ca-
reer in Minnesota in Wrenshall,
Remer and Virginia. Gladys
owned and operated Remer
Beauty Shop and worked at the
Plaza in Virginia. Gladie and
O.W. enjoyed the two homes
they built on Lake Vermilion
property and shared with O.W.’s
sister with joy and refuge. For
over twenty years, Gladie vol-
unteered in Cook for the Hos-
pital Auxiliary Thrift Shop and
weekly she cut and styled hair at
the hospital nursing home.

Gladys is survived by her
daughters, Linda Young of Britt
and her three children Ann, Ellie
and Liz, and Judith (Bob) Ulseth
of Cook and their three children
Julian, Lee and Amber. Her
grandchildren remember her
piloting the boat for waterski-
ing, the ice skating lessons, the
food, and the iced sled runs she
set up for their arrival at the
lake. Gladie’s great-grandchil-
dren number eight, plus bonus
step-great-grandchildren.

The losses that Gladie en-
dured during her lifetime in-
cluded her husband, mother,

father, stepfather and three in-
fant siblings; son, Dr. William
Nicholas “Butch” Tuuri, wife,
DeDe, and grandsons, Will and
Luke; and recently her nephew,
John Wiitanen. The loss of her
best friend and sister-in-law,
Helvi Tuuri Wiitanen Nykanen
and Holger was devastating to
her and the whole family.

Steven S. Thielbar

Steven Sidney Thielbar, 72,
of Embarrass, died on Wednes-
day, Jan. 4, 2023, at St. Mary’s
Medical Center in Duluth. A
memorial service was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 10 at Vermilion
Funeral Home in Tower. Greg
Anderson was the officiant.
Family services were provided
by Bauman-Vermilion, a Bau-
man Family Funeral Home in
Tower.

Steve was born on Oct. 1,
1950, in Faribault, to Calvin and
Virginia Thielbar. He moved
to Tower after graduating from
Randolph High School. He met
the love of his life, Elaine, and
made a home for 50 years in
Embarrass. He was quite the
outdoorsman. He loved fish-
ing, hunting and walking in the
woods.

Steve was a kind and gen-
erous man who will be sadly
missed by his daughter, Amanda
(Leo) Lambert; son, Greg (Erin)
Thielbar; grandchildren, Han-
nah and Emma Lambert, Gage
and Nolan Thielbar; and many

brothers, sisters, nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in the
death by his wife, Elaine Erick-
son Thielbar; parents, Calvin
and Virginia Thielbar; and sis-

ter, Alice Perkins.

Jack L. Woehrle

Jack Leonard Woehrle, 80,
longtime resident of Orr, died
on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, in
Rockport, Texas, while on vaca-
tion. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, Jan. 16 at Holy Cross Cath-
olic Church in Orr. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the
service. Arrangements are with
Milaker Funeral Home of Cook.

He is survived by his wife
of 56 years, Carol Broda Woeh-
rle; son, Alan (Jacinta) Woeh-
rle; daughter, Janet (Gregg)
Ponting; grandchildren, Jacob
and Kaitlyn Woehrle, Noah,
Anita and Emma Staupe, and
Brady Ponting; brother, Don
(Anne) Woehrle; brother-in-law,
Joseph (Joanne) Broda; cher-
ished cousins; and many neph-
ews and nieces.

Carl F. Stone

Carl F. Stone, of Babbitt,
has died. A Funeral Mass will be
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan.
21, 2023, at St. Pius X Catholic
Church in Babbitt with military
honors. Burial will be in the
spring at Clear Creek Ceme-
tery in Bloomington, Ind., with
a graveside service and military
honors.

He is survived by his
daughters, Maria and Carla of
California; stepsons, Greg and
Brian Link; grandchildren, So-
phia, Carmen, Georgia, Britta-
ny, Danny, Junior, Ciara, Zoe,
Bella and Emily; goddaughter,
Erica and granddaughter-of-the-
heart, Miss Molly; great-grand-
sons, Braylon, Bryson and Max,
sons-in-law, Glenn and Soph-
ocles; daughter-in-law, Crystal
Link; ex-wife, Juanita; wife
of 40 years, Karen; and many
friends.

Theodore M. Nielsen

Theodore “Ted” Michael
Nielsen, 76, of Ely, passed away
at his residence on Monday, Jan.
2, 2023, surrounded by his lov-
ing family. A celebration of life
will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 14
at the Ely Senior Center from
2-4 p.m. Family arrangements
have been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his loving
wife of over 47 years, Lynne
Nielsen; daughter, Terri Niel-
sen Jones (Wayne); sons, Todd
(Lisa), Michael (Sarah), David
and Steven; 15 grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren; broth-
er, Peter (Vanra) Nielsen; sister,
Vi (Hank) Reyerson; and many
other family members.

Calvin D. Jokela

Calvin “Cal” Donald Joke-
la, 74, of Babbitt, died with
his family by his side on Sat-
urday, Nov. 5, 2022, at the Ely
Bloomenson Community Hos-
pital. A celebration of life will
be held on Friday, Jan. 13,2023,
at the Junction Inn Meeting and
Event Center in Babbitt from
2-5 p.m. Lunch and refresh-
ments will be provided. Me-
morials may be directed to the
American Parkinson Disease
Association (APDA). Arrange-
ments have been entrusted to
Kerntz Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his wife,
Patricia “Patty” Jean Swanson
Jokela of Babbitt; daughter,
Brandi (Randy) Lislegard of
Embarrass; son, Sand (Kristine)
Jokela of Hermantown; grand-
children, Jaden (Dylan) Scher-
er, Shayler Lislegard, Bralyn
Lislegard and Zander Lislegard;
and grandchild, Eva Scherer, all
of Embarrass; brother, Ronald
Jokela of Babbitt; sisters, Alice
Gorecki of Babbitt, Gail Cyr of
Two Harbors and Rachel (Dave)
Heikkila of St. Cloud; six neph-
ews and four nieces.

Bruce E. Roberts

Bruce E. Roberts, 80, long-
time resident of Orr, passed
away quietly on Friday, Dec. 30,
2022, with his brother at his side
after a long illness. The family
would like to thank the kind
and caring staff of Serving Hart
Assisted Living Center and the
wonderful people of Moment’s
Hospice. A celebration of life
will be held at the Hibbing Curl-
ing Club in the Hibbing Memo-
rial Arena on Friday, Jan. 13,
2023, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Food will be provided. Memo-
rials are preferred and may be
directed to Serving Hart Assist-
ed Living Center in Chisholm
or Moment’s Hospice. Arrange-
ments are with Dougherty Fu-
neral Home of Hibbing.

He is survived by his sister,
Margie (Dennis) Kelsall; broth-
er, Joe (Nancy) Roberts; son,
Mick (Lisa) Roberts; daughter,
Shannyn (Chul) Lee; and grand-
children, Natalie, Tyler and
Stella.

Robert Lindgren

Robert Lindgren, 83, of
Sandy Township, passed away
peacefully at home on Friday,
Jan. 6, 2023. In honor of Rob-
ert’s wishes, a private family
service will be held. Arrange-
ments are with Range Funeral
Home of Virginia.

He is survived by his de-
voted wife of 57 years, Char-
lotte Lind Lindgren; daughter,
Mary of Hibbing; sons, Allen
(Bobbi) of Maple Grove and
Charles (Lisa) of Thief River
Falls; granddaughter, Coral of
Virginia; brother, Art (Martha);
brother-in-law, Dennis (Ann)
Lind; sister-in-law, Diane (Paul)
Hanson; and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Michael N. Huseby
Michael Nicholas Huseby,
81, of Embarrass, died peace-
fully in his sleep at home on
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022. A
celebration of life was held on
Monday, Jan. 9, 2023, at Bau-
man-Cron Funeral Home in
Virginia with Reverend Doug
Wallace officiating. Memorials

are preferred and may be direct-
ed to the Vermilion Lake Asso-
ciation. Family services were
provided by Bauman-Cron, a
Bauman Family Funeral Home
in Virginia.

He is survived by his wife,
Gloria Michlitsch Huseby; chil-
dren, Jeffrey Huseby of Hugo
and Laura Huseby of Minne-
apolis; stepchildren, Bradley
Marinaro of Eveleth and An-
thony Marinaro of Hibbing;
grandchildren, Jacob and Jerik;
step-grandchildren, ~ Hannah,
Kristina, Brianna, Anthony Jr.
and Chloe; great-grandchildren,
Ophelia and Lumi; step-great-
grandson, William; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, extended
family and friends.

Alex Przybylski

Alex Przybylski, 87, of
Babbitt, passed away on Friday,
Dec. 30,2022, at Boundary Wa-
ters Care Center in Ely. A Mass
of Christian Burial was held on
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, at St.
Pius X Catholic Church in Bab-
bitt. Family arrangements were
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

He is survived by his broth-
er, Daniel (Donna) Przybylski;
daughters, Becky Mather, Bren-
da Jankowski and Tammy Przy-
bylski; son, Cary Przybylski;
grandchildren, Aaron (Deena)
Mather, Chad (Steph) Jankow-
ski, Amy (Shannon) Neumayer,
Craig (Brandy) Jankowski and
Cory (Denny) Gowell; and 13
beloved great-grandchildren.

Gerald M. Thoren

Gerald Mathew Thoren,
69, a lifelong resident of Ely,
died of natural causes over the
Christmas holiday.

He is survived by his chi-
huahua sidekick, Bella; mother,
Margaret Thoren; siblings, Con-
nie Herrud, Susan Danisch and
Larry Thoren; and several niec-
es and nephews.

Kathleen A. Adams
Kathleen Avis Adams, 60,
of Nett Lake, passed away on
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2022. A
wake was held on Saturday, Dec.

31 and a funeral service was held
on Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023, both at
the Bois Forte Government and
Services Center in Nett Lake.
Arrangements were with Mlak-
er Funeral Home of Cook.

Jack L. Smith

Jack Lee Smith, 73, of
Fayal Township, died on Mon-
day, Dec. 26, 2022, at Essentia
Health-Virginia. A service of
remembrance was held on Tues-
day, Jan. 3, 2023, at Cron-Shee-
hy Funeral Home in Eveleth
with Pastor Jeanne Madsen of-
ficiating.

He is survived by his wife,
Gail Ann Gabrielli Smith;
daughters, April (Brian) Ander-
son of Tower and Noelle Smith
of Fayal Township; son, Tom
(Diana) Braehler of South Car-
olina; mother, Marvel Smith of
Babbitt; grandchildren, Leah
and Brody Anderson; sisters,
Sue (Dave) Today of Ely and
Pat (Mike) Rhein of Babbitt;
niece, Tracy Pakala and neph-
ew, Chad (Terri) Smith, both of
Wisconsin.

Michael C. Taapa

Michael Charles Taapa, 80,
of Grand Portage, originally of
Embarrass, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022,
at his home. A family service
will take place in the summer of
2023.

He is survived by his wife,
Edith Oberg Carlson-Taapa;
daughter, Michelle (Ron) Wid-
ner of Colorado; son, Jon Taapa
of New Mexico; stepsons, Ron
(Joe) Carlson of Minneapolis
and Rodney (Julie) Carlson of
Grand Marais; grandchildren,
Seth Russell, Gavin (Kaile) and
Chandler Widner, Harley Taapa,
Aaron and Nate Carlson; and
five great-grandchildren.

Lorena M. Loushin

Lorena Mae Swieringa
Loushin, 84, of Ely, passed
away at her home on Friday,
Dec. 23, 2022. A celebration of
life will be held at a later date.

She is survived by her
daughters, Diane (Dale) Whit-
ing, Jeannette (Jeff) Potter and

Cindy Loushin; granddaughter,
Jenna Lorena Potter; grandson,
Tyler Ray Potter; sister, Bea
Ruoho (the late Ray Ruoho);
brothers, Bruce (June) Swierin-
ga and Eugene (Monica) Swi-
eringa; and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Donald J. Casina

Donald James Casina, 86,
of Ely and Lombard, Ill., a proud
U.S. Air Force veteran, passed
away unexpectedly on Monday,
Dec. 26, 2022, at his lake cabin.
A private family service will be
held and a memorial celebration
of life will take place at a later
date. Donations can be directed
to Honor Flight or Animal Al-
lies Humane Society of Duluth.
Family arrangements have been
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Douglas (special friend

Reene), Cassandra (Glenn)
Luckinbill and Cheryl (Eric)
Helms; grandchildren, Ryan

(Katie), Brittny and Chad Luck-
inbill and Matthew, Nathan and
Nicholas Helms; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

-
Authorized Retailer

ATV PRICE Y(;gfmraELY ON

ONLY FROM DISH p="

3-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

A TV Price you can rely on
- only from DISH

Call us now! (@) 1-855-562-4309

Lois E. Kainz

Lois Elva Guinn Kainz, 72,
of Ely, passed away on Tues-
day, Dec. 22, 2022, at the Ely
Bloomenson Community Hos-
pital. No funeral plans have
been made at this time. Family
arrangements have been entrust-
ed to Kerntz Funeral Home of
Ely.

She is survived by her lov-
ing husband, Bruce; daughter,
Jennifer (Tom Sr.) Nemanich
and their three children, Jo-
sephine, Tom Jr. and Antho-
ny; stepchildren, Sheila Kainz
Sunsdahl and her children Erik,
Josh (Ashley) and Kylee, Scott
(Michelle) Kainz and their chil-
dren Ashley and Zach, Travis
(KTristi) Kainz and their children
Rachelle, Trent and Elijah.

Kenneth R. Bruce

Kenneth R. Bruce, 72, of
Tower, died on Monday, Jan. 2,
2023, peacefully in his home. A
service will be planned for a lat-
er date. Family services are pro-
vided by Bauman-Vermilion, a
Bauman Family Funeral Home
in Tower.

3-Year TV Price Guarantee

99% Signal Reliability, now
backed by our Reliability
Guarantee

Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone from
NFL Network

P

ORDER TODAY
& RECEIVE A

$100 GIFT CARD
0

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. 3-year price guarantee

requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core

programming, local networks, and equipment. Early termination fee of $20/mo.

remaining applies if you cancel early. Offer ends 4/12/23. 99% signal reliability

based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions.
*Thursday Night Football: Internet connected Hopper and a Prime Video subscription required.
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Our lives in the

S Northwoods

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Plentiful
snow and winter recreation
typically go hand-in-hand,
but the region is still feeling
the effects of two December
snowstorms which left area
ski and snowmobile trails
a mess. The first snow-
storm dumped anywhere
from one-to-two-feet of wet
snow throughout the North

Country, leaving brush and
many trees bent over under
the weight, blocking trails
that had only been cleared
days or weeks before in many
cases.

The second storm
brought less snow, but pum-
meled trees already stressed
by heavy snow with an
extended period of high
winds, which blew down
more trees and left the snow
littered with branches and

WINTER RECREATION

Area trails still feeling effects of last month’s storms

While trail clean-up is
mostly completed in many
areas, the conditions have
created other challenges as
well, particularly for snow-
mobile trails which require
grooming to maintain good
trail conditions. The snow
is providing a thick layer
of insulation that is keeping
area swamps from freezing
enough to support the weight
of heavy groomers, accord-
ing to DNR trail crews.

pine needles.

What’s more, the intense

Right: Groomed ski trails
are generally in good
shape now after clean up
in wake of storms.

photo by V. Ranua

cold that typically settles in
here in the North Country
in late December and early
January has yet to arrive,
further delaying freeze-up
of those traditional trouble
spots. Unfrozen creek cross-

See TRAILS...pg. 5B

Here kitty, kitty, kitty

here was a critter afoot.
I I pointed that out to
Jodi several days before
Christmas. Someone had
dumped the butchered remains
of a deer on our property
back in November and I had
dragged it all to a big rock
that sits just outside our west
picture window. Something had
dragged it off the rock and ate
a good chunk of the remaining
meat around the ribs.

I'tossed the remains back up
on the rock and chalked it up to
a fisher, since they’d done that
kind of thing before. But the
next day, shortly before dusk,
the critter showed up again.

Itwas abobcat, the firstone
I’d ever seen in the wild. I’ve
suspected we’ve had bobcats
near the house before, since
I’d seen what I was

When a bobcat becomes a regular visitor

Above: The bobcat who came
for dinner stares intently
while taking a break from
feeding.

Right: The cat looks up
exposing its lower fangs.

Lower right: The bobcat
comes up with a short-tailed
shrew after diving head first
in the snow.

photos by Max and
Marshall Helmberger

kind of offering. Several others
got to see the cat although it
failed to make its cameo when
we invited friends for an early
dinner and cat-viewing a few
days after Christmas.

But for those

pretty sure were
their tracks in the
past. But this was
the firsttime I’d ever
seen one of our more
secretive neighbors
in the flesh.

I was in the
house, sitting on
the couch that faces
the window, and 1
froze out of concern
for spooking the
animal. I assumed

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

of us who saw it,
it was definitely a
close encounter. The
“rock,” a glacial
erratic about the size
ofabiground pickup
truck, sits less than
ten feet from the
window andit’sbeen
our perfect viewing
platform for birds
and beasts of all
kinds over the years.
This bobcat was

immediately that a
bobcat would be wary, unlike
their cousins— the Canada
lynx— which tend to be pretty
lackadaisical around humans.
It turns out I needn’t have
worried. The cat seemed uncon-
cerned by my movements that
first day, nor the movements of
others over the next week or
so, when he (or she?) became
a regular visitor to the deer
carcass and other meat scraps
we tossed up on the rock as a

just the latest in a
long line of performers on our
unofficial outdoor stage.
Itwas,perhaps,abouttime.
Bobcats have been on the ascen-
dancy in northern Minnesota in
recent years. DNR biologists
currently estimate their popu-
lation in the state at an average
of about 7,000, although the
numbers vary considerably
from fall to spring. As recently

See BOBCAT..pg. 5B

LIFE ON THE LAKE

April and dogs loaded up for
a trip to the island.

Slush Mush

My biannual pilgrimage back
to the island has started, but it is
always fraught with peril. This year
is no exception, and in fact, will go
in the logs as a not-too-great travel
year. You know, neither rain, snow,
sleet or hail shall keep me from my
appointed rounds. Well ,nobody said
anything about slush!

Since I moved back from
Montana, I have never not been
home for Christmas. The first year
was close and I was putting up my
Christmas tree on Christmas Eve.
Sadly, this year has beaten my record
and my Christmas tree will remain in
the box until next year.I braved slush
that first year, too and it seems to be
one of the biggest weather-related
factors in
my getting
back home.
At least for
wintertime!

Early
on,itlooked
like itwould
be a fabu-
lous year for
ice travel.
The wind
had died
down long
enough for
the colder temperatures to set up a
nice crust of ice over the top of the
water. Experienced, tried and true
ice people had started to check the
ice depth and venture across. Six
inches,8,then 9 and finally 11 inches
in some spots! Yah! From there on,
Mother Nature read the ice making
recipe wrong!

And so started the snow and
with it, the deterioration of travel-
able ice. Let the biologists and ice
experts assault me, but as I under-
stand it, to get good ice you must
follow a strict recipe. Too much
snow, too soon, is a bad thing and
your ice, or at least, enough ice,
won’t set up. Firstly, it insulates the
ice, and the cold doesn’t get down
there to make any more. Secondly,
the kind of snow, wet icky stuff,
is a great environment to create a
slush layer. I'm sure there are more
scientific and other magical factors
involved, but what I know is this:
bad ice this year.

We northerners are a resilient
lot though, and after we’ve dried
our tears and squared our shoulders,
we adapt. There probably won’t
be many ice castles out there this
year, though goodness knows, ice

WAMHOFF

See SLUSH..pg. 5B
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LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST s

Ely area

The lake trout bite
improved in the BWCA
as more seasonal temps
returned to the area. Active
lakers were caughtin 40-60
feet of water with red/white
tubes. Large deep flats,
along shorelines were great
areas to find active trout
looking forfood. Dead baits
layed on the bottom, with a
tip up or set line were less
effective this last week.

Brook trout anglers in
the BWCA found active
brookies up in shallow
water, in five feet or less.
Downed trees seemed to be
the best structure to fish for
brookies. Jigging spoons
tipped with wax worms or
minnow heads were very
effective on them. White
and chartreuse were very
effective colors last week.

Walleye anglers report-
ed an improvement in the
bite and some big walleyes,
close to 30 in mark, were
caught this last week. Key
areas has been where sand
transitions to mud in alittle
deeper water, 20-25 feet
deep.Deadsticking a shiner
has been the most effective
technique this last week.
After dark has also been

from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
LT . ko ki -~ : .
8 > B B - . e N
- F — A ““’- . ol : — il
';v(‘ —4‘— . — . * * * * * *
Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orf Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
01/02 27 18 0.0 01/02 28 19 0.00 01/02 27 18 0.00 01/02 21 16 0.0 01/02 27 18 0.00
01/03 18 12 0.0 01/03 19 13 0.00 01/03 18 14 0.00 01/03 18 12 0.4 10’ 0103 18 12 0.00
01/04 18 11 0.00 01/04 20 12 0.0 01/04 19 12 0.0 01/04 25 12 0.00 01/04 20 12 0.0
01/05 25 -2 0.0 01/05 24 3 0.0 01/05 24 4 0.0 0105 18 -2 0.0 01/05 24 0 0.0
01/06 19 -10 0.00 01/06 16 -18 0.00 01/06 15 -9 0.00 01/06 19 -9 0.00 01/06 17 -17 0.00
01/07 23 -10 0.00 01/07 23 -17 0.0 01/07 18 -8 0.0 01/07 27 -8 0.0 01/07 22 -15 0.0
01/08 25 -3 0.00 01/08 24 -1 0.00 01/08 22 -5 0.00 01/08 30 12 0.00 01/08 25 -9 0.00
the best time to for catching YTD Total 0.00 37.2" YTD Total 0.00 40.9" YTD Total 0.00 38.7". YTD Total NA NA YTD Total 0.00 41.6

walleyes.

Trophy pike were
active this last week as
several in the 40” range
were landed this last week.
A few pike were caught by
lake trout anglers looking
for trout. These pike were
caught 10-15 feet under
the ice, over 40-60 feet
of water. These pike must
be looking for ciscos or
trout when they are found
out that deep. Anglers
targeting pike found them
working weedlines and
river mouths, in 10 feet of
water or less. Dead suckers
or smelt were the baits of
choice for these anglers.

Courtesyof Arrowhead to be relatively rare. Unlike their
Outdoors, Ely. See more at more northerly cousin, the bobcat il
ArrowheadOutdoorsEly isn’t adapted for the deep snow and .y 1ot tares at the photographer, about 15 feet away inside the house.
MN.com. intense cold that used to characterize

Outdoors briefly

Take a Kid
Fishing this
weekend and

fish for free

REGIONAL —During
the three-day Martin Luther
King Jr. weekend, any
Minnesota resident can go
ice fishing for free if fishing
with a child 15 years old or
younger. Minnesotans 15
years old or younger don’t
need fishing licenses any
time of the year.

“Ice fishing is pure,
simple fun for both kids
and adults,” said Benji

Kohn, volunteer mentor
program coordinator with
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources. “For
anyone who wants to try
ice fishing, we have helpful
information on our website
to get you started on the
way toward drilling holes
through the ice and catch-
ing fish.”

Check the DNR’slearn
toice fish page (mndnr.gov/
GoFishing/Learn-Ice-Fish.
html) for more information
aboutice fishing, including
arecorded webinar with tips
and techniques anglers can
use to have fun catching
sunfish, crappie and perch.

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!
(call for rate)

Winter Getaway Destination!
* Comfortable Private Rooms

* On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
*Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort

218.753.2333 + 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com * vermilionparkinn.com

* Continental Breakfast
+ Affordable Rates

Ritchie
Automatic
Livestock Waterers
and Parts

HIBBING

4

ny
ED

262-3049 .|

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

READ

the Timberjay!

BOBCAT...Continued from page 4B

as 25 years ago, the DNR pegged
the bobcat population in the state
at about 2,000. Most bobcats are
found in central to north-central
Minnesota, although they are found
(albeit in lower numbers) here in
northeastern Minnesota as well.
DNR biologists think there are a
couple factors contributing to higher
bobcat numbers. Climate change,
particularly warming that occurred
between 2000-2010, coincided
with a spike in bobcat numbers
and appeared to allow them to gain
a better foothold in more northerly
parts of the state, where they used

a far northern Minnesota winter.

The spread of wild turkeys into
the region, another apparent impact
of climate change, has likely played
a role as well in the rising bobcat
numbers. It doesn’t take many
turkeys to keep abobcat fed through
the winter.

Of course, turkeys probably
wouldn’t survive the winters here
without help from humans. The

SLUSH....Continued from page 4B

people have tried! We’ll hook up the
snowmobiles to Eskimoice tents and
head out. The fish are still awaiting!
High powered snowmobiles will
still make it. Warning: don’t stop
when you hit a slush pocket. Dry
the machine off when you gethome!

For me, I’ll give up my dreams
of safely driving to my home on a
plowed road in my car,and I’1l hook

TRAILS...Continued from page 4B

ings and water tracks in area peat-
lands are posing challenges for
grooming operations, both for the
DNR andlocal clubs. That’s impact-
ed grooming operations along the
Arrowhead Trail, which provides
the backbone for the trail network
between Tower and International
Falls. Even so, DNR trail crews
report that conditions on both the
Arrowhead and the Taconite trails
have improved markedly in the
past week and are now listed in fair
condition. Snow depths range from
14 to 28 inches throughout the area,
withatrail base of one to fourinches.

According to DNR assistant
area supervisor Brad Dekkers,

amount of corn now routinely dis-
tributed across the landscape mostly
toaid deer, has altered the ecological
balance here. Cornisarich source of
energy and ithas made it possible for
birds and mammals that would nor-
mally succumb to a North Country
winter to survive here where they
couldn’t in the past. Those critters,
inturn,make it possible for predators
that rely on them to survive. That

has implications, many of which
we can’t even predict right now,
for other species that are otherwise
better adapted to the hardships of a
northeastern Minnesota winter.
The widespread feeding of corn,
combined with climate change,
is altering our region. For now, it
appears thatbobcats are among those
species benefitting from the changes.

the doggie box to the snowmobile.
The dogs hate it, but they go. They
may get that resistance because I’ve
tipped them a time or two or three.
We’ll take that mode of transporta-
tion until we transition to the side
by side and then, eventually back to
the boat. You must learn to adapt to
liveon anisland. Patienceisn’tabad
quality either, but I’'m still working

on that one!

So, with the determination of a
true ice person, and, of course, ice
dogs, we’ll weather the season on a
snowmobile. And we’ll revise our
motto: Neitherrain,snow,sleet, hail,
or SLUSH shall keep us from our
appointed rounds!

trouble spots still remain on the
Taconite Trail, near the Pike River
crossing and around Pfeiffer Lake,
and on the Arrowhead Trail, near
Lost Lake and The Landing.

The Putnam-Fishing Lakes trail
also remains largely ungroomed as
state grooming operations focused
initially on the heavier-use trails.

December’s heavy snow has
also impacted lake ice conditions,
which are reportedly rough in spots
with significant areas of slush,
another impact of the heavy snow
that fell last month.

Cross country ski trails are gen-
erally in better condition, although
the heavy snow has complicated trail

grooming to some extent. The Tower
ski trails are now tracked and in
generally good condition, although
the trails remain littered with debris,
mostly pine needles, which blew off
the trees during the storm that struck
just before Christmas. The area has
seen almost no appreciable snow
since then, which would otherwise
have covered much of that debris
and improved ski conditions.
Meanwhile, ski conditions at
Hidden Valley in Ely are reportedly
excellent, with trails groomed for
both classic and skate skiing. The
most recent grooming reported as
of Tuesday was on Thursday, Jan. 5.

YOUR
CHOICE

Ace” 20 Lb. Wild
Bird Food or

10 Lb. Black 01l
Sunflower Seed
E1995, 28014699
| YOUR CHOICE .
i SALE HF
. : Bird Suet, 11.75 Oz.
Ace” 10/Pk. High e ;
Energy Suet, 5 Lb. SO0 0T
Black 0il Sunflower Hat Pepper Delight ar Woodpecker
Seed or WoodLink™ Treat Suet, 81640, 8196255
— ouble Suet Feeder SALE ¥ 89 eneh,

BOJ0381, 8914772, S041806

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’'s Ace Hardware
_ 48 E. Chapman St,, Ely « 218-365-3129

PRICES GOOD THRU JANUARY 2023
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EMPLOYMENT

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is
currently seeking an Auto Body
EESLER Technician and an  Automotive
pany nziven  Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!

Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tin

Highway Laborer
(Seasonal) * $13.45 Hourly
Apply Today!
www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 120& 113

One Range...One Voice!

range association of municipalties and schools !
Serving the Taconite Relief Area...Since 1939

Posting for Executive Director

The Range Association of Municipalities &
Schools (RAMS) is seeking an organized,
communicative and innovative leader to serve
as a full-time Executive Director who will be
responsible to the RAMS Board of Directors
and our members for leading the organiza-
tion’s effort to promote collaboration and coop-
eration amongst our communities and school
districts located within the Taconite Assistance
Area. The ideal candidate will share this vision
and use his/her leadership skills to positively
impact the cities, townships and schools of
Northeastern Minnesota. Having knowledge
about the Iron Range is critical to embracing
the vision of RAMS and its purpose for our
members.

For more information on this great career
opportunity go to the RAMS website at:
www.ramsmn.org. 1/20

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications
for Paraprofessionals for the 2022-2023
school year; background check required.

Qualifications include:

>» Associate’s Degree/equivalent or complete
a Para Pro exam with a passing score
(www.ets.org/parapro)

> Preferred experience working with school
age children

> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively
and communicate effectively in a collaborative
setting

> Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:

» Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
» Health and life insurance

> Flexible spending account

> PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the
following:

> District Application

>» Resume

» College Transcripts

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email Ilwestrick@ely.k12.mn.us
Contact the District Office for a complete job
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour

Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: Jan. 20, 2023; open until
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 13, 2023

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP NOTICE

ALS Ambulance
Committee Meeting

Greenwood Township is holding a ALS
Ambulance Committee Meeting on Monday,
January 16, 2023, 6:00 p.m. at Greenwood
Town Hall

Greenwood residents: Attend if you have
an interest in ALS ambulance and perhaps
becoming a committee member

Purpose: The Committee will review
Greenwood’s recent ALS survey and recom-
mend a plan for the future

A quorum of Greenwood Supervisors may be
present

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 13, 2023

CITY OF BABBITT

Assistant Recreation Coordinator
Winter hours are afternoons and evenings,
and work encompasses maintaining the ice

arena. $16 an hour, 32 hours per week.

Teen Center Attendant
Hours are evenings. $14 an hour,
14 hours per week.

Can apply at Babbitt City Hall, or
on the City of Babbitt Web page i

Current Openings
LICENSED TEACHER

Vermilion Country School is
seeking to hire a full-time licensed teacher
for the 2022-2023 school year. Position
open until filled. Salary per established
pay scale (available by request). Due to
growing enroliment, we have openings in
science, social studies and language arts.
In our school’s teaching model, teachers
can teach across the curriculum.

VERMILION
COUNTRY,

The Vermilion Country School is a grades
7-12 charter school in Tower. The school
serves a multicultural student body of approx.
45 students, with an innovative learning model
that is uniquely-adapted to this rural commu-
nity. For more information, visit our website at
www.vermilioncountry.org.

For more information, full job description,
or an application, please email
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org, or call
218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for office)
or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

PT PARAPROFESSIONAL

(afternoons)
Vermilion Country School is seeking to hire a
part-time paraprofessional to work afternoons
(M, Tu,Th, Fr 12:30-3:30 p.m., and 12:30-1:30
p.m. on Wed.) Please call the school office at
218-753-1246 ext. 2 for details.

PUBLIC NOTICES

EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP NOTICE

Effective January 1, 2023 a vacancy will exist for
Supervisor E on the Eagles Nest Township
Board to serve a term until December 31,2024.
The Eagles Nest Township Board will appoint
this position at the January 17, 2023 Board of
Supervisors Meeting.

Any person appointed to fill the vacancy in the
office of supervisor must be an eligible voter,
be 21 years of age, and have resided in the
town for at least 30 days.

To express interest or for more information
contact Eagles Nest Township Clerk at eagle-
snesttwp @citlink.net.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 13, 2023

WARNING - ICE HAZARD

An Aeration System will be in operation on
Birch Lake, Lake County, during periods of
ice cover to protect structures. Thin ice and
open water will occur along
291 Birch Rd, Ely, MN. The area will be sur-
rounded by “Thin Ice Warning” signs and
should be avoided. Contact your local DNR
Conservation Officer with concerns.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 13 & 20, 2023

Notice of Election
MORCOM TOWNSHIP

State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that we will hold
a township election on Tuesday, March 14,
2023 at the Bear River School.

Offices open for election:
1 Supervisor, 3 year term
1 Treasurer, 2 year term

Filing period closes on January 17, 2023.
Contact Sasha Lehto, at 218-969-5812 to
make an appointment to file. Open office
hours will be held from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at 12059 Hwy.
22, Cook, MN 55723 for filing as well.

Sasha Lehto, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 30, 2022 & Jan. 13, 2023

solution

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty 1s You

OPEN POSITIONS  Fif

Care Center

FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $17.36/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)

PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at

$35.17/hr. $3,000 sign-on bonus)

Hospital/ER

Cardiac/Pulmonary Rehab Coordinator/RN

Educator

PT Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)

Radiology

FT Radiologic Technologist (Wage starting
at $26.14/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech
(Independent Contractor)

Casual Radiologic Tech

Dieta

Environmental Services

FT (Environmental Tech ) Housekeeping
and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at

$14.68/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at

$14.68/hr)
Laboratory

FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at
$23.38/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)

The Cook Hospitalis an equal opportunity provider and employer

TO APPLY:

(Independent Contractor)

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
(Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cook Hostrial & Care Center offers competitie poy and benefits

mickuing PERA retrement, Health and Dentol coveroge, L ond LTD.

PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWER
ECONOMICAL
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

Project Overview

The Tower Economic
Development Authority
(TEDA), an EDA established
under Minn. Stat. 469.091,
and located in Tower, Minn.,
in St. Louis County, is seeking
proposals for development of
approximately 3.0 acres locat-
ed on a downtown harbor with
direct boat access to Lake
Vermilion. The property is
owned by TEDA and there is
paved road access and munic-
ipal water and sewer to the
edge of the property. TEDA is
seeking a development part-
ner interested in constructing
a mixed commercial/resi-
dential development on the
property that would serve both
residents of the community as
well as visitors and prospec-
tive new residents. The harbor
is located just off Hwy. 169,
the primary traffic corridor in
this portion of St. Louis County
and is highly visible to travel-
ers along the route. A current
plat of the area is available
upon request.

Project Goals

+ To establish new opportuni-
ties for both permanent and/or
short-term residential housing
as well as space for a variety
of commercial ventures, with
a particular interest in new
dining opportunities.

+ To create an attractive
and walkable development
that entices travelers along
Hwy. 169 to stop and explore

Tower. A mix of private devel-
opment and public green
space is preferred.

+ To make productive use of
a highly visible and well-lo-
cated parcel within the city
that currently has no private
development.

« Growing the city’s tax base.

Scope of Work

A firm or group responding to
this proposal will be expected
to provide a resumé, refer-
ences, examples of previous
projects, and a development
concept appropriate to the site
and consistent with TEDA’s
goals.

A firm or group whose propos-
al is accepted will be expected
to enter into a development
agreement with TEDA that
would define the development
and establish timelines and
benchmarks for advancing the
project. A project that could
begin construction in 2023 is
preferred.

A firm or group that enters
into an agreement with TEDA
will be expected to undertake
the development project for
its own benefit utilizing its own
resources. TEDA will provide
the land (at a negotiable price)
and assist in seeking financ-
ing for additional infrastruc-
ture, including road, water and
sewer extensions. Potential
funding sources include
tax abatement or the state
Department of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation.

Evaluation Metrics

In making its selection, the
seven-member TEDA board
will rely on a variety of factors,

including:

Prior experience- The
successful proposer will be
expected to bring individuals
with successful and relevant
development experience to
the project.

Demonstrated financial
resources- The success-
ful proposer will be expect-
ed demonstrate sources of
financing, or a financial plan,
consistent with the proposed
project.

+ Consistent adherence to the
project overview and goals set
forth in this RFP.

Submission Requirements
In addition to a business
resumé, preliminary financial
plan or letter of credit, and
references, interested parties
should submit a letter of inter-
est along with a narrative con-
cept plan and/or drawings by
Friday, March 31, 2023. The
TEDA board will likely seek
an in-person presentation
from potential partners with
qualifying proposals. Submit
all materials in pdf format to
teda@cityoftower.com, atten-
tion Marshall Helmberger,
Executive Director

Submission Deadline:
Contact: Marshall Helmberger
- 218-750-2510.
teda@cityoftower.com

TEDA reserves the right to
reject any and all proposals for
any reason.

Published in the Timberjay,
Jan. 13, 2023

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and r‘———————————————————————————---------}
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 1 . . ngn
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond : Try Out the Tlmberlay CIaSS|f|EdS : MARINE
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and ; e s 1
prudence that you would use when conducting busi- 1 Lm_e_classmeds cost 30¢/word, $6:00 mmlmum'_ 1
ness in any other situation. 1 Classified ads can be run a second time at half price :
: (private parties only). We now accept payment by I Centrally Located On
I Visa, Mastercard, AmEX, and Discover. Call your ad in to !
. oge 1 oA
AUTOMOTIVE BUILDING : 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 1 Lake l/erml lion
1 . cem ”_ . 1 .4
Langevin Auto SERVICES | are billed by_ the ln.ch ple_alse call for prices H . ))4 Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
& Truck Repai 1 and information on discounts. 1 e~ Lease or Purchase Options
ruck Repair i i ~ Op
Full Service - Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114 I Marina » Mechanic on Duty
Auto Repair & Garage|  EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILL INC 1 1 2C4°‘g°“ie§“15t°i°, Baie
Hours. 8 AV S PM VF i} _ e —— “Hour Fuel * Live Bai
2 Miles South of Tower Put A Piece Of 51 Bradlev Road. Tower « 7333457
218-749-0751 Northern MARINE 4551 Bra hey oa idow(elr 3-54
Minnesota www.shamrocklanding.com
HAIR CARE In Your Home” - :
. ) ™ —y . ' 4 ¥ i
Tl e okt S MERCURY R MOCCASIN POINT 1%?!&512’21? - .
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- _an aneling 0'. | AHDS MARINE ae. BN +
e 0 T O B et Akinawaangs | | T rank’s Marine TxT v ONLY
: ¢ One-Or-A- ales ervice . . o
HOSPICE « Industrial Lumber Mircurlil, Crestiner, Il_und 4655L|232‘§/aesr|21i7igwt Rd I[AKI% XERMIHION’ T%WE'?
www.Tranksmarinesales.com ocate 'wo miles southwes!
franksmarine@centurytel.net
21 8.744.1 788 Huwy 53, Orr » Call 218-757-3150 218-753-3319 of L‘E"x;:{l‘ ::ﬁlr's?eg
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE . y
PARTNERS can provide help 8825 Hwy 101, ron, MN 55751 Storage, Boat Rentals, "'c‘iﬂs'lﬂ\?vﬁ;'ﬁ'eigs” """""
for patients and their fami- Service/Repairs/Sales e JUND Lin
lies in ways such as: colmfort Mechanic on Dut i s e
care, massages, last wishes WANTED y .........
and more. For more informa- moccasinpointmarine_com
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. We'll buy old Seligas in Good . °
This ad is paid for by Virgie Shape. Tum your classic cance ~ JEST1[T-ICRST-Y gV TeT-) Caring\(com
Hegg Hospice Partners. into cash. Call Steve at 365- Rentals

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

SUPPORT SUBSCRIBE TODAY
ROUP
e (218) 193-2930
Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet- b Ja heth |_| ht
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays y p g t- I] m
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Im erl av cnm |
ghureh 916 F Camp St B There are 13 black hexagons in the : 4
d d
MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6 t. (866) 924-8422
at 1 p.m. at the babDI unicipal
Buiding, senior room. Open to around each of them. No number can
all. For information contact Mary ; .
at 218-827-8327. be repeated in any partial hexagon Super CIOSSWOI‘d HARD-TO-SEE FEE
e Ml i shape along the border of the puzzle.
Church, Orr. ACROSS 45 Work to get 95 Potting stuff 2 Aroma 42 Ewe’s call 84 Window unit
1 Suddenly 46 Mimicking an 97 TV journalist 3 Destructive 45 LGA guess 85 Kazan of
ﬁggt?ngéTEgirfN%'\émgg; blazing star angry dog Chung habit 47 Emperor film
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's 5 Put stress on 48 1993 event 98 Mimicked 4 After a while before Galba 86 Search for
Lutheran Church, Virginia. 11 Volcano in at Mount Daffy Duck 5Indayspast 49Ala— 88 Green with
BABBITT AL-ANON- meets Sicily Carmel 101 A cut from . 6 Carl Sagan (menu words) Grammys
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 15 Meadow Center the short loin book 50 Hammond 89 lll-bred man
the butPSﬁair% o ofh Woodland songbird 55 Comic actor 105 Playwright 7 Roman instruments 90 “Oh, woe —I”
resoyterian Lhureh. 19 Supreme Danny Fugard censor 51 Potential 91 Jordanian
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- Norse deity 56 Spill the info, 106 Vocalists 8 Blissful plant queen
Q(e kyou’)trglugled be/ sqlrnch>ne’s 20 Net-tending with “up” 107 Simile middle 9 Nothing atall 52 “Three dowager
drinking ¢ Al-Anon ~amily aroup player 58 Region 108 University 10 One of 18 on Sisters” 93 Tile artwork
'Ssup?)oftog}?;g,tx ?;stehdg fmri:;udésl 21 Donahue of 59 Raines of old in n.orthgrn a golf course si_ster 96 Likg some
and families of alcoholics. It is TV Hollywood California 11 See 1-Down 53 Tighten up a trading
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p-m. 218982057, the 1700s 70 Venue of 118 One of 18 on fashion 63 Actress Kelly 101 Used a rotary
VIRGINIA AA  WOMEN’S 25 Be mindful of the 2002 a golf course 15 Unlike or Shearer telephone
_ll\{lEETlNG- Ladies by thePLake- 26 Bill with Humanitarian 119 They're in righties 64 Suffix with 102 Puts in
U‘;ﬁzﬂaﬁ o o eace Lincoln Bowl eight answers 16 Farewells prophet 103 Big T-shirt
S 9th Ave, please use side door 27 Sports site 73 Log chopper in this puzzle 17 Go back to 65 Andean size: Abbr.
and parking. 28 Apr. and Dec. 74 Brief 122 Slushy drink the way it was llamas 104 Some chair
29 Longtime summary 123 Superior to 18 Belfry sounds 66 Quantity: craftspeople
AA MEETING IN COOK- Sund
NigTht BigL BﬁOK Gcr;Qhup En"ee‘”}‘s’ metal faIon ;g _Srprleg foth 124 Wgéks the 24 gallfoﬁ‘ - /Il\bll)r. | }gg 'l\-IAot pot spot
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 } manufacturer rai rudder 29 Foofaraw ittle quarre ovie or
2na di‘y NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ’ ‘ " 31MSgt, e.g.  79Prefixwith 125 Dimple site 30 Jeer at 68 Classic play
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670. ‘ ‘ ’ “ ’ lﬁ 33 FI‘iZI :—Treleng’s gynamic 126 PI:_ay r(_)ster 32 Christmas 6 CKOO|(]8 11 “éip- E
Eas Medium Difficult real first 80 Henna 127 Joins in trees, usually 69 Kosovo -Doo-Dah”
AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK y name applier matrimony 34 Single-pot native 113 Pebble, e.g.
Ashawa Al-Anon Family - . . - e
i . ) 36 Mean-spirited 81 Read hastily 128 Cherished meal 71 “No” votes 114 Tennis
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 3009 Kina Eeatures Swnd.. Inc N >
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, et T T Rtis e T sort 83 Gibbons, e.g. “Mother’ 35 Verdi heroine 72 Apple device Arthur
at 790 pm S.ll%”day- s meet 37 Filup sites 87 Something 129 Held on to 37 Job to do 75 Opening 115 Ear swab
e ol miies and friends o with star logos ~ Plus White 38 Pulitzer inaparka, 116 “— that
42 Crows toothpaste ~ DOWN winner Ferber say special!”
AR OPEN  MEETING: FUNERAL SERVICES 43 Oscar winner  claims to 1 With 39 Diagnostic 78 Lacks 119 1940s pres.
Wooghan Presbyteriar? Church, Brody remove J 1-Down, pic 80 Peste ?f 120 Suffix with
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 44 Like a 92 Water, Sleepless 40 Ranon TV Hot Stuff Israel
in Babbitt. straight line, humorously in Seattle” 41 Clothes, 82 Large city in - 121 Hush-hush
ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA Range Fu neral Home in brief 94 Sports side director colloquially Colombia govt. gp.
MEETING- Every Monday 'at 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 16 |17 |18
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely. 0
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a %”;:,
way out with the help of other "!"‘
recovering addicts in Narcotics PP . .
Anonymous. We have been Vlrgmla Hlbbmg
there. For meeting or other - -
information call 218-728-3199. 741-1481 263-3276
(Narcotics Anonymous is a “Friends He|p|ng Friends”
non-profit organization.)

6745. tin
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.
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Take the guesswork out of senior care, call
a Caring Family Advisor today.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

(=101l =

Real Estate

_ Closing Services Premlum Hardwood Pellets
BUILDING|ROOFING [NoRTIEAST Title Insurance A\t (= The Good Kind | * -/ (
REMCDELING & & Abstracting \ = ¢ y 40 Ib. bag ¥, J oAy
John Thomas Almeida Northeast Title Company ~ELY OFFICE - s’7.64 a0
Owner & Designer fhas corlnpetitive ratesand 545 E Sheridan St ¢ Ely, MN 55731 Pallet price $6.99 Cash & Carry Only e A i)

professional services assuring  Phone (218)365-5256
Pingajt@gmail com peace of mind for our ~ Angie Mikulich IS T Winter Hours: M-Fri- 7-5
{213) 235.7305 customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent & ﬁ.}‘-i.- Closed: Sat. & Sun
- - closing. We take pride in our & i : .

K]TCHENS 'BATHRME 'F|REPLF!CE3*B#IH'3 service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE COOK BUILDING CENTER Phone/FaXE 2.1 8.666.5344

Licensed & Insured - License #BCH74311 history of being a leader in the 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792 10 N River St, Cook MN 55723 | eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515
quality services and products  Jodee Micheletti

along with a professional  Owner/Licensed Closing Agent
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS

professional approach inall of - e (218)666-3174 L‘)QJ[ ’[h 851 pr Qr"[ S h Ql p

our transactions ensures our Sharon Maronick
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry. Licensed Closing Agent W 1 th g O U r I’) th ]DT’OJ QGT

mi=Call"ahout the 26% tax credit!

W WORLD'S #

HOT AIR WODDBURNING FURNACE!

_'. a iy oy |
All furniture may not be as shown.
INTEREST
SERSON [
FINANCING

AND LAYAWAY

e iTcHEns AVAILABLE

AndersonFurmtureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN + 218-741-9356

Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs!

Hoover Rd, Virginia

741-7393
1613 Es-sgag;l;:t-, Ely T 45 gr/hr. emissions
- ' 99.4% comb efficiency
ON SALE! 24 Hour . 99% smokeless E:rurﬂéf
BLACK OIL Emergency ’ : .
SUNFLOWER SEEDS Service KU UMA —Te i 833 660 1064

* Toll Free Smokeless Wood Fumaces -
1-800-862-8628 and Fantastic Sauna Stoves! lampmfg@gmail.com lamppakuuma.com

$3299 40
VERMILION LUMBER

[ Gekden HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
|Lx ‘

R’} 218-753-2230 ~3)|
]rd‘;'t 302 Main St., Tower, MN

VISA|
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

For all your

HEATING, |l il A

PLUMBING | R iR
and

AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros. ..
PLUMBING & HEATING A

Master Plumber

Northgate Plaza ¢ Virginia PC644131
218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com =

Experience
. Work For

EFFORTLESS HOME IMPROVEMENT

Flooring * Laminates * Window Treatments ¢ Kitchen

' Professional
Low-Pressure Steam

Cablnets e Saunas ° Carpetlng Storage  Bath
cAI-I- Over 150 Years of Combined Professwnal Expertise!

218-780-8847 BIG Ermugh b Sov o sl oo o0 oy FINANCING AVAILABLE!
<& FLOOR toCEILING ==

Fird
Local Contractor ¢ Insured “itnion sHowRoOM S HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F ﬂ Earabadk
3 8401 Enterprise Drive N., VirginiaMt. Iron L
%{1!2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690 il &3 = floortocelIlng.com/v"'glnla
Super Crossword ————
e PHYSICAL THERAPY Get
N|O|V|A A|C|C|E|N|T E|TINA L|A|R|K
O|D| I |N G|O|A|L|I|E PIH|1|L E|D|E|N I
RIO|CIOICIOIS|T|Y L EggH|EEIDERFIIIVIE Physical Therapy Clinics in ReSU|tSo
A|R|E|NJA M|O|S A|R|IM|C|O|S|T|E|E|L
NclolM s abloR cMclLlulRIL Floodwood, Tower & Duluth
TIEXAICIOR AT S s S BIOLA S MODERN PAIN RELIEF TREATMENT
A|D|R|IT|E|N O|N|E|D E|A|R|N
sINJAIR|L]1[N|Glw/A|c|o|S|T]A[N|[D|O|F|F Headaches * Jaw Pain
kK|AlY EJMF|E|s|s A|R|E|A E|L[L]A Shoulder, Neck, & Back Pain
D|O|E|REMEM E|R|G/EJMG|A|D|G|E|T Muscular Tension
S|C|SB|R|O|N|C|OC|S|T|A|D|I |UMBRA|X|E Planter Fasciitis
PIR|E|C|I|S A|R|T|S|E|N PIA|T|H
AlEIR|O DIYIEIR slclaAlNINA|P|ElS Call to schedule an appointment, for a free : )
Tlolelalclclols|TIAl TN AlDIAIMISIAILIE consultation to see if physical therapy can .
-T EIAIM slol i TLEMcloININT I TE help you or look us up on the web Advertlse
L|T|S|P|E|D DIE|L|M|O|N|I|C|O|S|T|E|A|K PHONE: 218.481.7603 .
A|T|H|O|L S|I|N|GIE[R|IS|AIS|A :..-. ) h
clalTTclols [TIAITIE [TAIN [IRIAQ| 1 ' WEBSITE: living-well-therapy.com In t e
T|A|N Kl H[o|L|EJH] 1 [p|D|E[N|C|O|S|T|S * - I
DRY NEEDLING Imberjay:
C|A|S|THRW|E|D|S T|E|R|E|S|A K|E|P|T




