
REGIONAL- Nearly six 
months after an Ash River 
houseboat operator was allegedly 
tased during a June 25 encounter 
with Voyageurs National Park 

enforcement officers, five charges 
stemming from the incident have 
been filed by the Minnesota U.S. 
Attorney’s Office. 

The charges against Justin 
Ebel, owner of Ebel’s Voyageurs 
Houseboats, were filed on Dec. 6 
and Dec. 8, and include assaulting 

or resisting an officer, disor-
derly conduct, failure to obey a 
lawful order, interfering with a 
government employee or agent, 
and improper display of vessel 
registration.

All of the charges are con-
sidered to be “petty offenses” 

according to the case docket on 
PACER, a federal court records 
internet site. In federal regu-
lations, the highest-level petty 
offense is a Class B misdemeanor, 
followed by Class C misdemean-
ors and noncriminal infractions.

The Timberjay has learned 

little about the details of the 
June 25 encounter and alleged 
tasing beyond comments made 
by Ebel’s mother, Katy Ebel, at 
a public meeting in Crane Lake 
on July 21.

REGIONAL— St. Louis 
County spending will have 
increased 14.6 percent over the 
past five years, based on the 
2023 budget approved earlier this 
month by the county board. At the 
same time, the county’s levy will 
have increased by 19.5 percent 

over that same 2019-2023 period. 
That’s according to actual and 

budgeted county spending along 
with board-approved property tax 
levies for that five-year period. 

Why is the levy rising faster 
than county spending? 

While the answer is complex, 
flat state and federal aids are a big 
factor behind the trend, which 
means county property owners 

are paying for a bigger share of 
the money the county spends 
each year. Earlier this month, 
the county board approved a levy 
increase for 2023 of 4.39 percent.

The county levy, which 
determines the county’s portion 
of property tax bills each year, has 
traditionally made up just about a 
third of total county spending. The 
rest comes from a variety of state 

and federal sources, including 
grants and various program aids, 
as well as charges for a variety of 
county services. 

The counties administer a 
wide range of federal and state 
programs, including essential 
services like public safety, human 
services, and transportation, and 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

See...STORM pg. 10

Flat state aids push county levy higher

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO EVERYONE!
from Ubetcha Antiques -TOWER

Artist • Mateo Medicine-Perez
Grade 1

St. Louis County’s property tax levy has risen faster than its spending in recent years

Latest storm 
forecast has 
line crews 
on high alert

Details remain sketchy as official sources remain mum, fail to respond to Timberjay FOIA request

Above: K-2 students 
at T-S Elementary 
sang songs of 
thanks for the 
season.

Left: Singers per-
form during the 
Hometown Holiday 
Concert in Ely, 
sponsored by the 
Northern Lakes 
Arts Association. 

Nazhoni Connor 
was a standout 
during the recent 
holiday choir at 
North Woods 
School.

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays
MENS & WOMENS CLOTHING 20% OFF

END OF YEAR SALE EXCLUDES BASE LAYERS

Sounds of the season

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Houseboat operator facing charges in VNP incident

See...INCIDENT pg. 9

See...LEVY pg. 9

REGIONAL— Here we go 
again?

That was the question as the 
Timberjay went to press this week 
with the latest winter storm fore-
cast to hit the region beginning late 
Wednesday and lingering into the 
weekend. The timing of the storm 
was a near perfect repeat from last 
week, although the latest winter 
blast was threatening to bring 
near-blizzard conditions and bitter 
cold windchills along with as much 
as a half foot of new snow to much 
of northeastern Minnesota. 

That could simply add to the 
problems in the region following 
last week’s storm, which dumped 
1-2 feet of heavy, wet snow and left 
tens of thousands of area residents 
without power.

Lake Vermilion was among the 
places hit hard by power outages, 
with hundreds of customers affected 
across the lake, many for extended 
periods. 

At the peak, more than 12,700 
Lake Country Power customers 
were without service throughout 
their coverage territory and many 
went well into the weekend before 
power was restored. 

Linda and Gary Haugen, who 
lost power just after midnight 
last Wednesday, were among the 

Holiday Schedule
Dec. 30 issue: Ads/articles due by 10 a.m. on Dec. 23
The Timberjay office will be closed Dec. 26 - Jan. 6. 
No paper will be published on Jan. 6.
Enjoy all the kid’s art in our holiday greeting ads 
in this week’s and next week’s paper!



REGIONAL - Many 
of us spend the holidays 
relaxing and sharing in 
goodwill with friends and 
family. But some bad ac-
tors use the holidays to 
take advantage of people’s 
generous spirits. Scam-
mers frequently target 

the elderly and other vul-
nerable members of our 
communities. They pre-
tend they are from Social 
Security or another gov-
ernment agency to steal 
your money or personal 
information.

Caller ID, texts, or 

documents sent by email 
may look official, but they 
are not. Fraudsters are 
calling claiming they 
need to verify information 
about the 2023 cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment for people 
who get benefits. Remem-
ber, this adjustment is au-
tomatic and a beneficiary 
does not need to verify 
anything. Social Security 
won’t ask you to provide 
information or money to 
get your benefit increase. 
Know that how business 
is done doesn’t change be-
cause it’s the holidays. So-
cial Security may email or 
text about programs and 
services, but will never 
ask for personal informa-
tion via email or text.

Recognizing the 
signs of a scam can help 
avoid falling victim to 
one. These scams primar-
ily use the telephone to 
contact their victims, but 

scammers may also use 
email, text messages, so-
cial media, or U.S. mail. 
Scammers pretend to be 
from an agency or orga-
nization you know to gain 
your trust. Scammers say 
there is a problem with a 
Social Security number or 
account. Scammers pres-
sure their victims to act 
immediately. Scammers 
demand payment in a spe-
cific way.

It is important to 
know what to look for 
and be alert. Scammers 
don’t take days off.  Be 
sure to report all suspi-
cious communications. If 
you receive a questionable 
call, text, or email, hang 
up or don’t respond and 
report it at oig.ssa.gov/re-
port. Scammers frequently 
change their methods with 
new tactics and messages 
to trick people.
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 Community notices

NEW LEADERSHIP

USE CAUTION

ON THE STAGE

2023 Broadway in the Boundary Waters 
releases upcoming show lineup

Happy Holidays America!
from Breitung Township

Winning Artist •Amelie Zak
Kindergarten

Merry Christmas To You All!
from ALIGN BUILDERS-JEFF MAUS

Artist • Lailana Stellmach
Grade 3

Elephant Size Joy at Christmas!
from Embarrass Vermillion Federal Credit Union

Winning Artist • Shelby Troop
GRADE 2

We Wish You The Happiest of Holidays!
from Aronson’s Boat Works Inc

Winning Artist • Clementine O’Brien
Grade 4

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO EVERYONE!
from BENCHWARMER GRILLE-TOWER

Artist • Sherrie Peters
Grade 3

MERRY CHIRISTMAS TO YOU!
from Janisch Realty

Winning Artist • Ayva Anderson
GRADE 2

Wishing You a Merry Christmas
from BIC Realty

Winning Artist • Kassidy Quincy 
GRADE 4

ELY— The board of direc-
tors of Ely’s Historic State Theater 
(EHST) announced the hire of Todd 
Crego as theater manager to succeed 
Peter Schamber, who is pursuing 
his long-held dream to teach. Crego 
started his training for the position 
with Schamber last August, when 
Schamber began full-time work as a 
MathCorps tutor at Washington Ele-
mentary School.  

Todd Crego is well known in 
the Ely community, having man-
aged and operated Ely Area Tele-
vision since November 2017 and 
having worked as a DJ for WELY 
End of the Road Radio for two years 
before that. He is a 2010 graduate of 
Tower-Soudan High School and a 
2020 graduate of Winona State Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in 
mass communications.

 David Wigdahl, chair of the 
EHST board, said, “While the board 
was sad to lose Peter because he’s 
done an amazing job as the theater’s 

first manager, we are happy to sup-
port him in his new endeavors and 
wish him only the best. The board 
voted unanimously to offer the 
theater manager position to Todd. 
We’re excited to have him because 
besides his communication skills 
and experience, he brings a real 
passion for movies. He’s one of our 
most frequent moviegoers, if not the 
most frequent!”

Crego has seen most of the films 
shown at EHST since its opening in 
spring 2020 and keeps count on his 
Facebook page. As of December 11, 
he was up to film #139 — which 
Crego himself brought to the State’s 
big screen. In his EATV role, he pro-
duced “Celebrate the Season! – Ely 
Holiday Concert” for the third year 
in a row, in which singers, musicians 
and readers from the community, 
and a few friends of community 
members, shared their talents in the 
spirit of Christmas and Hanukkah.

The theater manager position is 

currently a part-time job averaging 
20 hours per week. The manager 
oversees several staff and reports to 
the EHST board. In addition to se-
lecting and arranging for the screen-
ing of films in the State Theater and 
the Greenstone Cinema, Crego will 
pick up where Schamber leaves off 
with scheduling live performances 
and special events in keeping with 
EHST’s mission to promote and 
support the cinematic and perform-
ing arts as a cultural hub of film, 
arts, entertainment and learning that 
cultivates a vibrant, healthy commu-
nity. 

As manager, Crego will also 
work closely with leadership for 
the inaugural End of the Road Film 
Festival, to be hosted by EHST Feb-
ruary 9-12, 2023. For more informa-
tion about EHST, the film festival 
and the theater’s movie lineup, visit 
elystatetheater.org.

Sons of Norway Haarfager Lodge #40 
to meet at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5 

VIRGINIA – The Sons of Norway Haarfager 
Lodge #40 will meet in the Virginia City Hall Clu-
broom.  Please bring wrapped gifts for playing Crazy 
Dice.  The serving committee is Wayne, Bernie 
Christiansen and Sara Palazzari.  Anyone interested in 
Norwegian culture is invited to attend.

Northern Lakes Art Association is proud 
to announce increased art show stipend

ELY- Applications for the 2023 Northern Lakes 
Art Association (NLAA) 2023 show season are cur-
rently being accepted through Jan. 15. Through the 
generosity of an anonymous donor, the stipend for 
artists who are selected has been increased from $250 
to $350.

For the 2023 season NLAA wishes to showcase 
the works of BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ artists. Appli-
cations are available at https://www.northernlakesarts.
org/2023-art-show-application.

ELY- The Northern Lakes 
Arts Association has released 
its lineup of musical shows for 
the upcoming 2023 Broadway 
in the Boundary Waters theater 
season.

The upcoming season 
shows are “Little Shop of Hor-
rors” from March 23 - Apr. 1, 
“Godspell” from June 22 - July 
2, “Songs for a New World” 
from July 20 - 30, and the 
“Broadway in the Boundary 
Waters Gala” from Aug. 4 - 5.

All auditions and shows will be 
at the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater 

at the Minnesota North Vermilion 
Campus.

Auditions for the annual spring 

musical, “Little Shop of Hor-
rors”, will be held on Jan. 23 - 24 
starting at 6 p.m. Auditions will 
be open to anyone 16 or older. 
Tickets for the show go on sale 
Feb. 2.

For the three summer produc-
tions, Broadway in the Boundary 
Waters will bring in professional 
actors and will also audition local 
talent for those who would like to 
participate. Tickets for the sum-
mer shows will go on sale some-
time in January.

Ely's Historic State Theater hires new manager

Be aware of scams this holiday season

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA
Celebrate With Us!

NEW YEAR’S EVE
              SPECIALS
           & FAVORITES
             AVAILABLE

 MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS SOON

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

Hours: Tues-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: S,Tu,W,Th: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: S,Tu,W to 9 PM; Thur. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

CLOSED MONDAYS

LIVE MUSIC
“HONKEYTONK & HANGOVERS”

8 PM to 12 AM

Sunday, January 1 
at 10 AM

“While the pastor is away...
St. Paul’s will play!”

Special music with
Deb Tuominen and

Louise Wiermaa

Catered meal following the service
with Chef Marco Stefanich

                                     
                                    NO CHARGE

                                RSVPs appreciated
                                but not necessary   

                               218-753-3047

                                 All are welcome!

New Year’s
Day Service

Happy
New

Year!



ELY- The highlight 
of the Dec. 20 Ely City 
Council meeting wasn’t 
even on the agenda. 
Rather, Ely’s mayor and 
clerk-treasurer shared 
some intelligence on fed-
eral funding that may be 
coming to the Ely area for 
ambulance and emergen-
cy services.

“In the appropriation 
bill that just passed the 
Senate (earlier on Dec. 
20), there was $1.3 mil-
lion for Ely area ambu-
lance and Ely emergency 
services,” clerk-treasurer 
Harold Langowski in-
formed the council. The 
same bill included $1.2 
million for United Way 
Iron Range Childcare. 
Langowski cautioned 
that these amounts were 
not final nor certain since 
the bill still needs to pass 
the U.S. House and be 
signed into law by Presi-
dent Biden. The funding, 
if ultimately approved, 
could help the Ely area 
ambulance service, which 
is facing huge financial 
deficits. 

The city, the 
Ely-Bloomenson Com-
munity Hospital, Winton, 
and other area townships 
have agreed to contribute 
additional funds to keep 

the service afloat for now. 
Roger Skraba, in his last 
meeting as mayor, said 
how the ambulance ser-
vice would access that 
additional money was a 
top item of discussion at 
the Dec. 13 meeting of the 
Ambulance Joint Powers 
Board.  “What happens 
is that all that money that 
gets put into the account 
that the city keeps, and 
when  … the ambulance 
service needs the money, 
they come to joint pow-
ers, we authorize it and 
it gets allocated,” Skraba 
said. He added that the 
board wants to ensure bet-
ter financial accountabili-
ty. “We impressed on the 
ambulance board that we 

need an audit before we 
go any further … so there 
will be a trail of where the 
money goes.” Langows-
ki said that the details of 
setting up an audit would 
be one of the main agenda 
items for the board’s Janu-
ary meeting.

Skraba’s last 
meeting

Since the Dec. 20 
Ely City Council meet-
ing was Skraba’s last 
as Ely’s Mayor, council 
member and Mayor-elect 
Heidi Omerza presented 
him with the key to the 
city. Skraba described his 
stint as mayor as the most 
fun he’s had in office and 

thanked the city staff for 
their help and support.

Other business
In other business, the 

council:
  Heard from Po-

lice Chief Chad Houde 
that citizens should call 
the police department 
when a vehicle is parked 
on the wrong side of the 
street during winter cal-
endar parking rules but 
can’t be moved because 
of mechanical problems. 
“The police department 
has a procedure for this,” 
Houde explained. He cau-
tioned that callers should 
use a non-emergency 
number, or can call 911 

and inform the dispatch 
that it is a non-emergency 
request to contact the de-
partment.

 Approved rec-
ommendations by the 
Airport Commission for 
signs costing $2,730, a 
change order for $351,125 
and a pay application for 
$412,205 from Ulland 
Brothers for work on a 
taxiway, and a five years 
of consulting services 
agreement with TKDA. 
TKDA is also the current 
provider of airport con-
sulting services for the 
city’s airport.

 Approved eight 
recommendations from 
the Ely Utility Commis-
sion, including passing 

the EUC budget, paying 
ISD 696 $13,543 for ener-
gy conservation improve-
ments, and paying for 
equipment and services 
provided since the last 
city council meeting.

 Approved the in-
ternal posting for the po-
sition of second assistant 
fire chief since the current 
holder of the position is 
looking to move on.

 Passed the second 
reading of the ordinance 
to rezone the former 
Minn. Revenue Building 
from industrial to C-1 
Commercial.

 Approved claims 
for payments for the city 
and EUC for $1,142,089, 
for Greater Minneso-
ta Parks and Trails 2023 
membership dues of $165, 
two invoices of $26,980 
and $11,129 from AE2S 
for the waste water treat-
ment plant improvements 
project, and an invoice 
of $5,610 from SEH for 
work on the Prospector 
ATV trails.

 Approved the city’s 
budget and final tax levy 
for 2023, settling on a six 
percent increase over the 
2022 levy.

 Approved three 
negotiated employment 
agreements with the two 
unions representing the 
city’s police officers and 
staff.

ELY CITY COUNCIL

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  
“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Daniels Pond, Buyck-$188,000  46.5 acres, 1,650 ft
airstrip with 3,487 ft of shoreline on a pond.     
MLS#141325

Elbow Lake-$69,000  2.3 acre boat-access lot on
Elbow Lake, with 228 ft of lake shore. MLS#141517

Ash River Trail, Orr-$339,000  1,280 sq ft 1+ BR, 
1 BA year-round home on 29+ acres with 30’x42’ pole 
building, bunkhouse, storage shed, detached screen 
porch and fish cleaning house. Adjoins public land and 
Voyageurs National Park. MLS#144061

Buyck-$52,000  40 acres on the Shuster Rd. 
Nice rolling elevation on south part of property.               
MLS#143084

WE SELL 
THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

COOK 3 BR, 2 BA, 3-stall detached garage. 200 ft
of Lake Vermilion shoreline with lift-out dock in a 
quiet cove. MLS#143882 $624,000

COOK 2 BR, 1 BA, 1-stall detached garage. 225 ft
Lake Vermilion shore with a boathouse. Potential 
for year-round use. MLS#144156 $415,000 

COOK 6 BR, 5 BA, 2-stall garage on 77 acres. 
Beautiful Voyageur log home with 715 ft Little 
Fork River frontage. MLS#143061 $520,000 

ANGORA 4 BR, 1 BA, 2-stall garage coun-
try home. 78 acres with out-buildings and 
fenced in areas. Seller concessions available. 
MLS#143953 $310,000 

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Ely Ambulance Service may receive $1.3 million in federal funding

Outgoing Mayor Roger Skraba receives the key to the city as Mayor-elect Heidi Omerza looks on. 
photo by C. Clark

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
from GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Winning Artist • Reese Connor
Grade 1

Merry Happy Everything! 
from Gruben’s Marina

Winning Artist • Ella Trancheff
Kindergarten

Enjoy Our Winter Wonderland!
from Nordic Home North

Winning Artist  •  Josie Feather
Grade 4
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I have two kids who at-
tend North Woods school, 
and have for a few years now. 
They have known Mr. Vuk-
manich as their principal for 
the entirety of that time. Both 
of them love to chat with him, 
they high five him in the halls, 
they talk about how great it 
is to have him at school. My 
daughter cried when I told her 
he was leaving because she is 
going to miss having him at 
the school, and she’s going to 
miss the comfort of having a 
principal she is familiar and 
comfortable with. The only 
time either of my children had 
problems with other kids in 
school, they were comfortable 
going to him and talking about 
it. They felt secure and confi-
dent in the fact that they could 
trust him with what was going 
on. He takes the time to see all 
sides of a story and he handles 
situations fairly. He’s familiar 
with all the children, families, 
and staff which is very valu-
able in a school setting. There 
is a small group of people 
who essentially bullied the su-
perintendent into getting their 
way and the whole school 
will suffer because of it. The 
superintendent is entrusted to 
make decisions for the greater 
good of the whole communi-
ty, not a few who cause issues. 

The most important thing to 
take away from this is people 
in support of him not making 
this move, don’t be silent. 
Speak up and speak out, let 
the superintendent know your 
feelings. 

Emilee Manick
Cook

Autopsies on deaths 
HAVE shown people died 
from Covid vaccinations 
caused heart inflammation 
causing death.That’s in The 
Epoch Times paper! 

Several Covid vaccines 
have been identified as caus-
ing Myocarditis and Pericar-
ditis. No other causing factors 
in these cases except for Covid 
vaccinations! But idiots in the 
Democrat party keep pushing 
these Death Shots! And, vac-
cinations have NEVER cured 
Covid, NEVER stopped the 
spread of Covid and there’s 
little evidence it even made 
for milder cases! Experts also 
say masks are almost useless, 
maybe 3-percent effective! 
This is the worst administra-
tion in American history. Stole 
that designation from Jimmy 
Carter and Barrack Hussein 
Obama, who cause most of to-
day’s problems!!!

Dave Akerson
Lake Vermilion

I just wanted to write 
a quick note regarding the 
movement of the principals 
between Northwoods and 
Babbitt. I am the coordinator 
for the Empty Bowls fundrais-
er at the North Woods school. 
I have had contact with Mr. 
Vukmanich in this regard 
as well as 2 grandchildren 
that attend the North Woods 
school. 

I am so extremely dis-
appointed in the Superinten-
dents decision to move the 
principals at this point in time 
like so many other parents and 
grandparents as well as com-
munity members also. The 
timing of this switch has much 
less to do with staffing than 
the fact that people will be 
busy around the holidays and 
this can just slip through the 
cracks unnoticed.  We have 
children who are comfortable 
to talk to their principal if they 
have issues - this is a dream 
for parents and grandparents. 

I grew up going to school 
with a principal who was 
afraid of the students that he 
most needed to control and 
our school suffered because of 
it. Kids hated going to school, 
they were afraid and there 
were fights regularly. This is 
what can happen if we don’t 
stand up  for what is right and 
what is the best for the stu-
dents in the school. 

I understand that every-
one will not be happy with 
Vukmanich staying, however, 
I don’t think it’s fair to punish 
the majority because of a few. 
That is not how this is sup-
posed to work. Please email 
the superintendent  rengebrit-
son@isd2142.k12.mn.us  and 
let her know if you are not 
happy with her decision; email 
every day; 20 times a day. Just 
please continue to fight for our 
children and grandchildren. 
Happy Holidays. 

Michelle Manick 
Cook
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 Editorial

Americans should question why U.S. 
policies often clash with our ideals

Peace on Earth, goodwill 
towards everyone.

That’s long been the unof-
ficial greeting of the Christmas 
season, and it’s worth consider-
ing at this time each year how 
well we actually live up to our 
well wishes for the holidays. 
Are these just hollow words in 
the year 2022, that belie a so-
ciety that too often fails to live 
up to such ideals?

America likes to hold it-
self up for its goodness, and 
certainly there is astonish-
ing goodness in a great many 
Americans. We see it every day 
in the willingness of so many 
in our communities to step up 
and help others. When we meet 
another person, face-to-face, 
in need of some kind of assis-
tance, the vast majority of us 
are more than willing to offer 
a hand. 

Yet, somehow, a society 
comprised of individuals who 
will regularly go out of their 
way to help a friend or neigh-
bor, doesn’t always make the 
connection that, on this very 
tiny planet lost in a vast uni-
verse, we are all neighbors, and 
we will only make the world a 
better place when we begin to 
act like it— individually, and 
collectively in the kind of soci-
ety we choose to build.

It’s worth remembering 
at this time of year that Jesus, 
whose birth Christians cele-
brate, was himself a migrant 
and, eventually, a refugee 
when Mary and Joseph fled 
with their young child to Egypt 
to escape the threat of death 
from King Herod. 

Which is, perhaps, why 
Jesus taught nothing but com-
passion for those in similar cir-
cumstances— because he, too, 
was once in need. As quoted 
in Matthew, “Verily I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these 
by brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.”

Indeed, Jesus cursed to ev-
erlasting fire those who failed 
to show charity to strangers. 
“For I was  hungry, and ye 
gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink: I was 
a stranger, and ye took me not 
in: naked, and ye clothed me 
not: sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not.”

We recognize that while 
some might claim otherwise, 
America is a secular nation, 
not a Christian one. We follow 
secular laws not religious ones, 
as is appropriate in a large and 
diverse country. Yet can any 
of us truly argue with the uni-
versal principle of the Golden 
Rule, espoused by Jesus in his 
Sermon on the Mount: “Do 

unto others as you would have 
them do unto you?”

Just as Jesus faced the 
threat of violence in his time 
and relied on the kindness 
of others to escape persecu-
tion, hundreds of thousands of 
equally desperate people are 
fleeing to America each year 
under the threat of violence in 
nations to our south. These are 
desperate families for the most 
part, with parents and children 
who have faced severe trauma 
in their home countries. And 
are we currently treating them 
with the humanity that any of 
us deserves? It’s hard to argue 
that the answer to that question 
is yes.

And it isn’t just immi-
grants who face a system in 
America that is fundamentally 
inhumane. As a society, Amer-
ica allows far more injustice 
against its own people than 
almost any other advanced na-
tion. America has 4.25 percent 
of the world’s population yet 
houses more than 20 percent of 
the world’s prison population. 
Other countries find alterna-
tives to incarceration yet most 
enjoy lower crime rates than in 
the U.S. 

In Isaiah, the Bible says 
that nations will be judged 
and that “they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning 
hooks.” Yet in Washington, the 
Congress, just last week, ap-
proved a military spending bill 
totaling $858 billion, the larg-
est amount of resources ever 
spent by any nation on its mili-
tary in world history. Peace on 
Earth? For a country that has 
been at war for most of the past 
half century, it’s difficult to 
view that as one of America’s 
priorities. 

In a just and kind Ameri-
ca, “wokeness” wouldn’t be an 
epithet for so many. The Ox-
ford English dictionary defines 
wokeness as “the quality of be-
ing alert and concerned about 
social injustice and discrimi-
nation.” Yet we have states in 
America passing laws to ac-
tively punish teachers who try 
to educate students about such 
societal issues or teach an ac-
curate and complete version of 
American history. 

We could go on and on. 
While Americans as individ-
uals are capable of so much 
good, there’s a disconnect be-
tween our individual actions 
and feelings and the society 
and governmental policies 
we’ve allowed in our names. 
At this time of year, especially, 
it is perhaps worthwhile to ask 
ourselves why.  

Peace on earth

I just have to 
share my 
experiences with 
Mr. Vukmanich

I was curled up on my sofa 
a couple weeks ago, listening to 
some instrumental 
Christmas music 
and appreciating 
my tree lights and 
my cats, thinking 
ahead to having 
a relaxing Christ-
mas holiday to be 
shared with my 
son, his fiancé, 
and maybe some 
friends here and 
there. 

I felt relieved 
that I was not 
pressed to duty...
writing out Christ-
mas cards the way 
mother used to do years ago. 
I had noticed some Facebook 

friends busy sending out piles of 
cards and humorously thought, 

“do people still do 
that?” It seemed al-
most as old-fash-
ioned as watching 
someone walk up to 
the TV and turn the 
dial to change chan-
nels.  

Mother hated 
writing Christmas 
cards and would 
complain about it 
every year from 
Thanksgiving con-
tinuing for a couple 
of weeks as she strug-
gled to get her 10 or 
so cards out the door. 

She was a full-time schoolteach-
er and had plenty on her plate, 

but it was one of those unwritten 
things that she felt she needed to 
do, or she would be purged from 
proper society. Mom would al-
ways get a Christmas card from 
my older cousin and they were 
generally....Hallmark, made to 
impress, and adorned with glit-
ter. Card glitter spreads faster 
than the COVID virus and was 
everywhere, on everything for 
days and weeks to come. Think-
ing back on its expected arrival, 
preparations could have been 
made to isolate and contain the 
glitter. The card should have 
been taken out of the envelope 
with surgical gloves, laid down 
on a newspaper and handled 
very carefully from at least a 
foot away with outstretched 
arms and a set of long-handled 

tweezers, in order to prevent the 
glitter from invading the entire 
house. After reading its lovely 
verse, it could have been slowly 
closed so the glitter would not 
become airborne, then methodi-
cally folded up in the protective 
piece of newspaper and eased 
slowly across the kitchen to the 
trash bin and deposited...with a 
gentle push. God forbid if a dog 
were to come racing through at 
that moment, causing the cho-
sen carrier to fumble the thing 
before touchdown occurred. 

I am surprised that my 
mother didn’t figure that out 
over the years because she was 
very good at reading other cards, 
keeping them for a day or so, 
then throwing them away, even 
if you had agonized in front of 

the card rack...spending hard 
earned allowance dollars on it. 
I would see it lying in the trash 
bin shortly after her birthday 
and say, “Geez mom you’re al-
ready throwing my card away?” 
She would remark, “Well I read 
it, we don’t need it hanging 
around forever, do we?” 

The same abrupt death was 
never in store for those Christ-
mas cards as they gradually 
grew in number in the small, 
wicker basket. I could almost 
see the glittery ones rubbing 
and gyrating against all the oth-
er plain rather Mennonite cards 
that held no sparkle of any kind. 
In fact they were the less ex-

Holiday humor, aggrevation, and all that glitter 

See  GLITTER...pg. 5
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Low deer harvest 
numbers in the north-
east ring of a sense of 
entitlement. Didn’t get 
a deer? It’s got to be be-
cause of wolves despite 
rationale provided by the 
DNR.  Clear cuts, provid-
ing plenty of summer for-
age but nothing in winter, 
have been going on a long 

time. Except for young 
pine and cedar, there’s 
little for them to eat, and 
little thermal cover. Add 
in a series of moderately 
severe, to severe winters 
(and right now, things 
don’t look good), and the 
fact that spruce budworm 
has devastated balsam fir 
(they’re falling like Jack 
straws as all the while 
folks are cutting and burn-
ing balsam) thermal cover 
is disappearing that much 
faster. Oh, but it’s the 
wolves.

Perhaps it’s also 

pressure put on bucks the 
past several years, there’s 
just fewer of them. Our 
small group (hunting in 
118) saw plenty of does, 
but few bucks. Personal-
ly, I saw more deer this 
year than in any year I’ve 
hunted. Or perhaps it’s 
pure dumb luck, being in 
the right place at the right 
time. Why can somebody 
sit in a stand for hours on 
end, with no results, only 
to have someone else sit 
in same stand and have 
a ten-point buck walk 
downwind, broadside, 50-

60 yards away?
Last, why bring up 

wolves and moose at 
all? David Mech’s data 
extended through 2012, 
and yes, wolves appeared 
to be the leading cause 
of moose calf mortality. 
But by 2014/15 when ev-
erybody jumped on the 
Mech wolf/moose band-
wagon, he also said that 
the wolves had since de-
clined, and that the wolf 
numbers were probably 
supplemented by deer 
and beaver. The Timber-
jay has provided at least 

two pieces on deer as the 
probable biggest problem 
for moose (2/11/16 and 
3/12/16) as deer numbers 
have been kept artificially 
high due to supplemental 
feeding, and that brain 
worm and liver flukes 
vectored in by deer are 
a larger long-term threat 
to moose than wolves. I 
might add, in regard to 
the DNR moose cow and 
calf collaring fiasco, how 
many of the cows that 
abandoned their calves 
were already brain worm 
addled, and if infected 

with brain worm, less like-
ly to aggressively protect 
their calves? Bringing up 
something about wolves 
and moose from 2015 in 
conjunction with low deer 
harvest (deer fawns are 
preyed upon by wolves, 
bears, coyotes, and bob-
cats) is little more than a 
clarion call for getting out 
the torches and pitchforks.

Mike Ruzich
Ely
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pensive cards, the budget 
packs with the off-shades 
of red and green inks that 
brought a gentle nod with 
the words “its the thought 
that counts” to mind. 

I liked to sit and read 
through mother’s modest 
pile of Christmas cards ev-
ery year....about five times 
or so.  They came from a 
few relatives and women 
she had taught with at var-
ious schools earlier in her 
career but had not seen 
in decades. There was al-
ways the card from “Twi,” 
short for Twila who lived 
far away in Sheboygan, 
Wis. Their handwritten 
messages varied little 
from year to year and 
were quick summations 
about husbands, the most 
accomplished child prodi-
gies that walked the earth, 
accidents, broken bones, 
an occasional bunion sur-
gery or appendicitis. 

Unfortunate occur-
rences were always men-
tioned at this most joyous 
time of year. These vessels 
of heartfelt intention had 
similar last paragraphs 
building to the ongoing 
hope of finally getting to-
gether to visit with mom in 
the coming year! If mem-
ory serves correct, that 
never happened. There 
was “Weezy,” too...or 

was she “Wheezy?”  We 
kids wondered why she 
had that name....but kids 
are like that. She was a 
former college roommate 
that I never met or saw a 
picture of. Did she even 
exist? You wonder may-
be if mother just wrote 
those cards in the dark at 
night after we’d all gone 
to bed? They could’ve 
been a stack of prop cards 
that she pulled out of 
the Christmas box in the 
basement every year, kind 
of like stock actors that 
appear in certain films. I 
know that’s not true be-
cause I would see the 
cards arrive in the mail 
and eagerly wait to read 
about these people that 
I did not know or would 
ever meet. 

At any rate, the hap-
piness and relief I felt 
about not having to send 
Christmas cards was soon 
put to the ultimate test by 
the universe. I went down 
to Virginia a couple weeks 
ago with two friends to 
see the Tuba Christmas 
concert at Goodman Au-
ditorium. We went to have 
lunch first and were seated 
at a table at a popular fam-
ily restaurant. 

I had no sooner ea-
gerly taken my menu in 
my hands when I noticed 

a familiar woman being 
directed to the table right 
next to us by the hostess. 
“Oh my God,” I thought, 
“it’s my glitter-card-cous-
in who I had been plan-
ning to not send a Christ-
mas card to...again this 
year.” This decision I had 
made on the couch that 
night in the contempla-
tive haze of the tree lights. 
Over the course of my 
life, seeing her at various 
family events she rarely 
failed to deliver awkward 
comments or questions in 
regards to my life such as, 
“I see my cousins haven’t 
lost any weight this year 
either.” I knew she would 
recognize me at some 
point, so I spoke first to 
just get it over with. I 
quickly introduced my 
friends and made some 
lighthearted comments in 
anticipation of attending 
Tuba Christmas. Then the 
silence grew, and I could 
feel the waves of her 
thoughts moving above 
the dingy carpet...crossing 
the five feet from her fork 
to mine.  Out came those 
zinging words... “How’s 
your husband doing?”  I 
had avoided telling her 
over the brief conversa-
tions I had with her in 
the past couple years that 
I was divorced....again. 

Why would I? It’d be like 
sharing a chapter of Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover with a 
church book study group. 
“Oh, we’re divorced,” 
I said.  She assertive-
ly replied, “I wondered 
when that was going to 
happen?” She proceeded 
joking over the top of her 
omelet to her friend that 
I had really been married 
to some “doozies.” It was 
like a big pancake sailed 
into the side of my head 
as I thought “but they 
were MY doozies damn 
it!” Her pristine alter had 
been soiled by divorce 
too, so let us not cast pan-
cakes. It didn’t end as she 
further narrated her mem-
ory of my mother rolling 
her eyes about my life. 
“That’s all fine and dandy 
too,” I thought, knowing 
that mother and I were cut 
from a different cloth, but 
loved one another dear-
ly. At this point I started 
having an out-of-body 
experience and I know If 
I had been drunk, I prob-
ably would have dashed 
a glass of ice water in her 
face. This had to be the 
universe putting me in a 
Saturday Night Live co-
medic sketch to invariably 
teach me another lesson, 
show me a truth, confirm 
the suspicion that pan-

cakes do fly. She conclud-
ed with instructing me to 
send her a Christmas card 
with all of the details. (A 
cold-day-in-hell event.) I 
did not say anything more 
and when I was finished, 
I stood up and simply 
left. Sometimes silence 
is all the glitter you need. 

Well, these things happen 
and provide good story 
material at any rate, con-
firming the truth that “you 
can pick your friends, but 
you cannot pick your rel-
atives.”

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

The pitchforks 
arise for our 
wolves

Be Thankful For Family & Friends!
from The Timberjay

Artist • Edwin Swanson
Preschool

Have a Happy & Cozy Holiday Season!
from Vermilion Park Inn-Soudan

Winning Artist • Sterling Carter
Grade 5

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!
from the Tower Soudan Agency

Winning Artist • Kayla Drift
Grade 5

Have A Safe & Healthy Holiday Season!
from Scenic Rivers-Cook

Winning Artist • Addy Manick
Grade 2

We Wish You A Merry Christmas!
from Ryan’s Rustic Railings

Winning Artist • Rylie Gibson
Grade 5

Rock Around The Christmas Tree!
from Handberg’s Marina

Winning Artist • Kensie Herdman
Grade 2

Enjoy The Outdoors This Christmas!
from Frank’s Marina

Winning Artist • Brayden Amundson
Grade 5

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!
from STATE FARM INSURANCE-TIM JOHNSON

Winning Artist • Skye’la James
Grade 3



St. James 
Presbyterian 
Church of Tower 
Advent services 
underway

TOWER- St. James 
Presbyterian Church in 
Tower is holding Advent 
services through Christ-
mas. The focus this year is 
about how “He Is Every-
thing to Us”.

Saturday, Christmas 
Eve 7 p.m.: “Sweet Little 
Jesus Boy!”

The church will not 
have worship on Christ-
mas Day. Blessings to all 
this Christmas and during 
the New Year.

St. Paul’s hosting 
special New Year’s 
service and brunch

SOUDAN- St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is hosting a special 
service on Sunday, Jan. 1, 
2023.

“When the Pastor’s 
Away, St. Paul’s Will 
Play” will feature live mu-
sic by Deb Tuominen and 
Louise Wiermma, with the 
service led by the women 
of the church. The congre-
gation invites the com-
munity to start the New 
Year out right. Worship 
begins at 10 a.m. and is 
open to all. There will be a 
free brunch following the 
service, catered by Marco. 
RSVPs appreciated but 
not required, please call 
218-753-3047.

“A New Journey” 
for St. James

TOWER- With the 
retirement of Pastor Doug 
Workman at St. James 
Presbyterian Church in 
Tower, the Session has 
supplied the pulpit with 
the following speakers 
for January: Jan. 1, New 
Year’s Day, JoAnne 
Connel; Jan. 8, Pastor 
Ellen Taube; Jan. 15, Greg 
Kuchan; Jan. 22 and 29, 
Rev. Rebecca LeMenager.

Worship services are 
at 10 a.m. on Sundays, 
with coffee served before 
the service, and coffee an’ 
afterwards in the social 
room. All are invited to 
attend.

Every Sunday, during 
the service, there is 
special music with Greg 
Kuchan on guitar and his 
wife, Denise Kuchan on 
electric drums. On Jan. 1, 
weather-permitting, Sonja 
Connell and her father Jay 
Carlsgaard will be per-
forming on viola (Sonya) 
and piano (Jay). Both are 
travelling to Tower from 
Bemidji, and will also be 
performing special music 
prior to the service at 10 
a.m.

Come early, and see 
us as St. James looks for-
ward to “A New Journey.”
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Jan. 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

TOWER-SOUDAN PRESCHOOL

Week of Dec. 26

TOWER- The Timberjay would like to 
thank all the students at Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary who created holiday greeting cards 
for this year’s contest. Please watch for these 
and other students’ artwork in this week’s and 
next week’s special holiday editions. Winners 
are listed in order, first, second, and third.

Kindergarten: Raven Rettke, Amelie 
Zak, Ella Trancheff

First: Boone Broten, Payton Edwards, 
Reese Connor and Elius Strong (tie)

Second: Ayva Anderson, Zaija Schroed-
er, Shelby Troop and Sri Stellmach (tie)

Third: Raymond Boshey, Kia Gagnon, 
Nash Lenci

Fourth: Clementine O’Brien, Josie 
Feather, Harley Banks

Fifth: Nolan Lenci, Kija Chosa and Kay-
la Drift (tie), Quinn Jordan and Sterling Car-
ter (Tie)

Sixth: Serah Ross, Lucy Pecchia, Jade 
Drift.

Timberjay Greeting Card Contest winners announced

The students at Vermilion Country School would like to thank the Tower Fire Department Relief Association for their 
donation of gift cards for the entire student body. They would also like to thank Aronson Boat Works and Operation Santa 
for their donations for the school holiday party gifts. Students celebrated with a holiday-themed lunch, and decorated 
homemade gingerbread cookies, before heading off for a two-week holiday break. photo by J. Summit

Santa’s helper Fred Precht 
visited Tower-Soudan 
Elementary last week, along 
with helper elf Susan, and 
their granddaughter Noel. The 
preschool class spent time 
with Santa singing songs and 
talking about Christmas 
traditions.  photos by J. Summit
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DECK THE HALLS

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2022

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an op-
portunity to order lunch. 
For those interested in 
being a host, or who have 
a speaker suggestion, 
contact Lacey Squier by 
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 

The Tuesday Group 
is now on its annual hol-
iday hiatus and will be 
back after the first of the 
year.

2023 Upcoming 
Tuesday Group speakers:

Jan. 3: Meet new 
Elyites.

Jan 10: End of the 
Road Film Festival.

Jan 17: Ely Free 
Clinic.

In Brief

ELY- Laura Savinet-
ti-Moberly is this year’s 
recipient of the 2022 
Community Service to the 
Arts Award, given out by 
the Ely Music and Drama 
Club.

Savinett i-Moberly 
was active in many past 
Northern Lakes Arts As-
sociation theater programs 
as choreographer, costum-
er, assistant director, and 
all-around production as-
sistant. She was also an 
NLAA committee mem-
ber on their Theater and 

Visual Arts committees, 
an NLAA Board officer, a 
Gardner Humanities Trust 
Board member, the coor-
dinator of the “Prairie Fire 
Children’s Theater,” and a 
volunteer at multiple per-
forming events. 

Savinett i-Moberly 
organized the Voyageur 
Winter Festival’s art show 
featuring the carvers’ 
work in multiple media, 
volunteered with “Pic-
tures on Parade” in the Ely 
Schools for many years, 
and supported CAPP in its 

mission as Secretary.
Laura grew up in 

Brooklyn and West Baby-
lon, NY, where she was al-
ways just a short train ride 
from New York City to see 
dance, theater, art muse-
ums, and fill her soul with 
beauty. After New York, 
she moved to California 
where she continued to 
study movement and visu-
al art, and pursue her love 
of theater, all of which she 
brought with her when her 
family moved from Cali-
fornia to Minnesota.

Laura, with her hus-
band Mike and son Colin 

attended the Blueberry Art 
Festival in July of 1993, 
and like many others, fell 
in love with the Ely area. 
They built a custom home 
on Farm Lake to showcase 
their extensive personal 
art collection, and Laura 
immediately got involved 
in the community.

Savinett i-Moberly 
recently moved to South 
Carolina. Her contribu-
tions to the Ely arts’ com-
munity, especially the 
NLAA and the Ely Music 
and Drama Club, will be 

 E ly 's  ar t - f i l led  hol iday  weekend 
ELY- The Northern Lakes Arts Association and its collaborators held most of the holiday events on the week-
end of Dec. 16-18. The weekend started with a Friday evening reception at the art show of local artist Dafne 
Caruso at the State Theater, followed on Saturday by the December Makers’ Market and Mixer at the Ely Folk 

School, and capped by the NLAA’s Hometown Holiday Concert at the Minnesota North Vermilion Campus.

very big snowfalls
dumping heavy piles of white

dig out through Christmas 

Dafne Caruso art show at State Theater

ELY- Dafne Caruso 
is a local Ely artist whose 
career shows that it’s nev-
er too late to start pursu-
ing the arts. The Northern 
Lakes Arts Association in 
collaboration with Ely’s 
State Theater, hosted a 
show from Dec. 11-18 of 
Caruso’s art. NLAA held 
a reception for her on the 
evening of Dec. 16 in the 
lobby of the State Theater.

Caruso creates art-
works in multiple media, 
including leather, enam-
el, acrylic, watercolor, 
colored pencil, and even 
felted wool. She has been 
a regular exhibitor and 
vendor of her works at 
both Ely’s Blueberry and 
Harvest Moon Festivals 
for many years.

Her NLAA show 
was entitled “Ely and 

Beyond,” and featured 
color-rich paintings and 
drawings inspired by both 
the Ely area and her trav-
els in Central and South 
America.

Never too old
Though she has a 

brother who is a profes-
sional artist, Caruso didn’t 
think that career path was 
one she would ever pur-
sue.  “I always wanted to 
paint but I never thought I 
could,” Caruso explained. 
She started her creative 
endeavors with sewing, 
like her Columbian moth-
er and grandmother before 
her. Then she branched out 
to crocheting and knitting. 

"Finally in 2012, 
I said I want to do this 
and I’m not getting any 
younger.” In her mid-40s, 
Caruso took an online 
class on painting which 
she described as her cata-

lyst. She’s been doing art 
ever since. 

Home in Ely
Caruso found her 

home in Ely the same 
way many others have. 
She was living in Massa-
chusetts north of Boston 
and came to visit her art-
ist brother, who lived in 
Ely. Like many other new 
residents to Ely, she fell in 
love with the town.

Caruso explained, “I 
stayed for three weeks and 
we went back home. Two 
weeks later, I said I don’t 
want to live here anymore. 
My husband said are you 
sure? Yes I am. And then it 
took us two weeks to buy 
a car, buy a trailer, pack 
everything and come here. 
We’ve been here since 
2002, 20 years.”

Caruso owns the Art 
Corner, a local Ely art 
supplies store, which she 

opened about a decade 
ago. “I was twiddling my 
thumbs at that point,” 
Caruso explained, “and 
then a friend of mine who 
was another artist said 
‘hey, have you thought 
about maybe opening up 
an art store?’”

“It’s been a lifesaver 
for me, because it’s not 
just art … I’m very gener-
ous with my with my time 
when people come in. I 
want to inspire people. 
That’s my goal.”

Dafne Caruso (left) and Sara Skelton (right) at 
the Northern Lakes Arts Association reception at 
the State Theater in Ely.  Photo by C. Clark

Holiday Makers' Market 

ELY- The North-
ern Lakes Arts Associ-
ation and the Ely Folk 
School hosted a Christ-
mas-themed Makers’ Mar-
ket and Mixer event on 
the afternoon of Dec. 17. 
The NLAA’s pitch for the 
event stated "Stop by to 
purchase some last-min-
ute Christmas Gifts and 
stay for the music and the 
camaraderie.”

Nine local makers set 
up to sell their crafts. The 
items for sale included 
hand-knitted winterwear, 
hand-woven winterwear 
and blankets, jewelry, art-
work, handmade wooden 
kitchen implements, and 
candles. Among the mak-

ers were Dafne Caruso, 
who recently exhibited at 
the NLAA’s December art 
show, and the Timberjay’s 

haiku illustrator and poet, 
Cecilia Rolando.

The folk school’s 
Alexia Springer set out 
toys for children with no 

interest in shopping. She 
also set up a table where 
attendees could try their 
hand at origami. The mix-
er portion of the event 
featured music performed 
live by Joey Kenig.

The makers’ markets 
are every third Saturday. 
They started in Octo-
ber and will run through 
March. Ian Lah, managing 
director of NLAA related 
that the makers’ markets 
are a new program for the 
two collaborating orga-
nizations, “Lucy Soder-
strom (program director 
of the folk school) and I 
came up with the idea for 
the makers’ markets last 
summer. After March, we 
will assess and see what 
we can improve for next 
year.”

Joey Kenig provided the music for the mixer 
portion of the Makers’ Market and Mixer at the 
Ely Folk School on Dec. 17. Photo by C. Clark

Vendor sign spotted 
at the Makers’ Market 
and Mixer at the Ely 
Folk School on Dec. 17. 
Photo by C. Clark

by CATIE CLARK 
Ely Editor

Hometown Holiday Concert at the Vermilion Fine Arts Theater

ELY- For the first 
time since the arrival of 
COVID-19, holiday mu-
sic returned to the Ely 
community at the Dec. 17 
Hometown Holiday Con-
cert. The Northern Lakes 
Arts Association held the 
event at the Vermilion 
Fine Arts Theater at the 
Minnesota North Vermil-
ion Campus.

An hour before the 
concert started, the Ely 
Winton History Museum 
next door to the theater 
opened its doors to the 
public and held a declut-
tering sale of surplus an-
tique items clogging its 
storage space.

The concert drew 
a large audience which 
packed the theater. The 
opening number was the 
Sylvester Wager arrange-
ment of César Franck’s 
Panis Angelicus, per-
formed by Sarah Skelton 
singing, Keiko Williams 
on violin, and Susan Ger-

mek on piano.
The second number 

was Chambriel Ridings, 
not on her well-known 
clarinet, but singing Leon-
ard Cohen’s Hallelujah. 
She was followed by 
Adolphe Adam’s O Holy 
Night, sung by Justine 
Carlson accompanied by 
Susan Germek on piano.

The Bear Naked La-
dies Trio of Ellen Root on 
string bass, Grace Klein 
on vocals and ukulele, 
and Emily Weise on vo-
cals and kazoo performed 
a medley of God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen and We 
Three Kings. Weise’s solo 
on the kazoo was a high-
light of the concert.

Keiko Williams re-
turned to the stage with her 
violin to perform Alexey 
Igudesman’s Harp, which 
is a piece that is played 
entirely pizzicato.

Jim and Ian Lah per-
formed a duet of Happy 
Days/Get Happy, which 
was followed by Ian Lah 
singing Joni Mitchell’s 
bitter-sweet soul classic, 

River. The next number 
was Frank Loesser’s hu-
morous duet of Baby It’s 
Cold Outside, sung by Ian 
Lah and Andrea Storm.

The performance por-
tion of the concert was 
capped by two numbers 
sung by the Hometown 
Holiday Choir, conducted 

by Susan Germek and ac-
companied by Barb Litch-
field. The first was Men-
delssohn’s There Shall a 
Star Come Out of Jacob 
followed by the Austrian 
folk tune of Still, Still, 
Still.

The choir stayed on 
the stage for the second 

portion of the program 
which was audience par-
ticipation caroling. The 
carols were a selection of 
both traditional Christmas 
carols like Silent Night 
and contemporary classics 
like I’m Dreaming of a 
White Christmas.

by CATIE CLARK 
Ely Editor

by CATIE CLARK 
Ely Editor

The Bear Naked Ladies trio at the Northern Lakes Arts Association 
Hometown Holiday Concert. From left-to-right: Ellen Root, Grace Klein and 
Emily Weise. Photo by C. Clark

2022 Community Service to the Arts Award

Laura Savinetti-Moberly
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COOK- It was a spe-
cial moment for Cook na-
tive Trevor Nicholas last 
year when he was named 
as one of only ten national 
finalists for the 2022 Mu-
sic Educator Award pre-
sented by The Recording 
Academy, the group that 
decides the winners of 
their the annual Grammy 
Awards, and the Grammy 
Museum.

On Monday, the ac-
complished vocal mu-
sic teacher at Senn Arts 
at Nicholas Senn High 
School in Chicago got 
to live that moment over 
again when the ten final-
ists for the 2023 award 
were announced. Nich-
olas made the cut again, 
the only finalist from last 
year’s group so honored.

“UNREAL!!!” was 
the first word Nicholas 

posted to his Facebook 
page after learning the 
news, and in typical fash-
ion, he immediately ac-
knowledged the collective 
impact of others repre-
sented in his achievement.

“Deeply grateful for 
everyone who has poured 
into me over the years 
and encouraged me on 
this journey to explore 
and amplify the heal-
ing power of the arts,” 
he wrote. “May each of 
my students feel uplifted 
by this hope we’ve been 
building together. Thank 
you GRAMMY Museum 
for extending the reach of 
my students’ artistry and 
light.”

Being nominated for 
the Music Educator Award 
is the easy part. Nomina-
tions can come from any-
one, students, teachers, 
administrators, Recording 
Academy members, and 
the general public. Music 

teachers can 
also nomi-
nate them-
selves. This 
year, more 
than 1,200 
nominations 
from 47 
states were 
received.

To ad-
vance to-
ward the 
finals, how-
ever, requires hard work 
on the part of the nom-
inees as they work with 
supporters to complete an 
extensive application pro-
cess that goes well beyond 
an individual’s classroom 
teaching ability. Music 
Educator Award appli-
cants are evaluated based 
on demonstrated evidence 
that they have made a 
measurable difference 
in the lives of students, 
have made a significant 
and lasting contribution 

to the field 
of music 
educat ion , 
are exem-
plars of the 
best in the 
field, have 
shown a 
commitment 
to the broad-
er cause of 
maintaining 
music ed-
ucation in 

schools, and have made a 
significant impact on their 
school and community.

After the applica-
tions were electronically 
scored and ranked, around 
a thousand nominees were 
eliminated when 207 
quarterfinalists, including 
Nicholas, were selected 
in June. That triggered 
another round of work 
gathering supplemental 
materials such as videos, 
testimonials, and written 
essays in support of their 

nominations.
The field was trimmed 

to 25 semifinalists in 
October after multiple 
screening committee re-
views, and a “blue ribbon 
committee” made the se-
lection of the ten finalists 
and a recommendation for 
the winner. The Recording 
Academy Board of Trust-
ees has final approval of 
the committee’s selec-
tions.

For Nicholas, a 2004 
Cook High School grad-
uate, a central driving 
factor in his teaching ex-
perience has been explor-
ing responses to trauma 
through vocal music. A 
video-based recording 
project with his students 
at Senn Arts when the 
school was closed during 
the COVID pandemic, 
“Who Will Carry Me?”, a 
song composed by Nicho-
las, received wide acclaim 
from an array of educa-

tors, performers and local 
and state government offi-
cials.

Nicholas is also 
known for reaching out-
side the Senn Arts campus 
to establish significant on-
going collaborations for 
his students with noted 
performers and arts orga-
nizations in the Chicago 
area, and also to raise well 
in excess of $300,000 in 
grants and donations to 
support the Senn Arts pro-
gram.

The winner will be 
recognized during Gram-
my Week festivities pre-
ceding the annual awards 
show scheduled for Feb. 
5. The winner will receive 
a $10,000 honorarium and 
a matching grant for their 
school’s music program. 

Cook native is repeat finalist for Grammy educator award
Chicago-based Nicholas uses music as medium for healing trauma
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Trevor Nicholas

Timberjay Coloring Contest Winners

TOWER- The Timberjay would like to thank all the students at North Woods 
Elementary who created holiday greeting cards for this year’s contest. Please 
watch for these and other students’ artwork in the Christmas and New Year’s 
editions of the paper.

Winners listed in order, first, second, third
Kindergarten: Evalynn Shermer, Ascheron Chapman, Haven Bangs
First: Peyton Schuster, Bradley Winans, Vivian Villebrun
Second: Kensie Herdman, Addy Manick and Jase Kuhlman (tie), Hadley 

Bundy.
Third: Samantha Amundson, Ripley Rintala, Skye-la James and Ryker 

Nurmi
Fourth: Kassidy Quincy, Leah Las, Jackson Udovich and Josey Pascuzzi 

(tie)
Fifth: Kady Scofield, Rylie Gibson, Brayden Amundson and Daniel 

Zupancich (tie)
Sixth: Anelise Brodeen, Savannah Abts, Cooper Long.

Second graders Kensie Herdman, Addyson Manick, Hadley Bundy, and 
Jase Kuhlman.

Kindergarteners Evalynn Shermer, Ascheron Chapman, and Haven 
Bangs.

Third graders Samantha Amundson, Ripley Rintala, Skye-la James, 
and Ryker Nurmi.

Sixth graders Cooper Long, Savannah Abts, and Anelise 
Brodeen.

Fifth graders Brayden Amundson, Daniel Zupancich, Rylie Gibson, and 
Kaidence Scofield

First graders Bradley Winans, Vivian Villebrun, and Peyton Schuster.

Fourth graders Jacksen Udovich, Leah Las, Joselyn Pascuzzi, and 
Kassidy Quincy.
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they receive a considerable 
amount of money from the 
federal and state govern-
ment to do so. 

Among the state aids 
that St. Louis County relies 
upon is what’s known 
as County Program Aid 
(CPA), a funding source 
that has been largely flat 
in recent years, accord-
ing to St. Louis County 
Administrator Kevin Gray, 
even as inflation has eaten 
into the value of those 
funds. “Our subsidy for cor-
rections costs has actually 
gone down,” he said. 

Ten years ago, said 
Gray, the county received 
a total $25.5 million in aids 
ranging from CPA to tac-
onite aid, to payments-in-
lieu-of-taxes, or PILT. Ten 
years later, those combined 
aids amount to $27 million, 
a slight increase due mostly 
to a boost in federal PILT 
payments. Yet, inflation 
alone has cut the buying 
power of those funds by 
more than $5 million over 
that time, and that means 
property taxpayers are 
paying a bigger share of 
county spending. Ten years 
ago, county taxpayers were 
picking up about 29 percent 
of total county spending. In 
2023, they’ll pay 36 percent 
of the county’s budgeted 
spending.

It’s a trend that coun-
ties in Minnesota have 
noticed. The Association 
of Minnesota Counties 
(AMC) has put increasing 
CPA funding at the top of 
its agenda for the upcom-
ing legislative session. 
According to Matt Hilgart, 
a government policy analyst 
with the AMC, County 
Program Aid was created 
decades ago as a way for 
lawmakers to recognize 

and help fund some of the 
laundry list of mandates 
they places on counties in 
the state. “A lot of what 
we do is carry out man-
dates of the state,” said 
Hilgart. Back in 2002, the 
Legislature allocated just 
over $250 million for the 
program. Twenty years 
later, while the state budget 
has doubled in size, the 
amount allocated for CPA 
has barely budged. “In 
inflation-adjusted dollars, 
we’re seeing $150 million 
less than we were two 
decades ago,” said Hilgart.

CPA comprised about 
12 percent of a county’s 
levy 20 years ago, but today 
it’s down to just seven 
percent, Hilgart noted. 

While the issue has 
been a hot one for counties 
for some time, Hilgart notes 
it’s one that doesn’t get 
much attention from the 
public. “Everyone is very 
familiar with their prop-
erty tax,” he said. “Most 
residents aren’t aware of 
the CPA, and how it inter-
acts with the levy is pretty 
foreign.”

Counties are undoubt-
edly eyeing the state’s 
unprecedented budget 
surplus and they’ll be 
actively lobbying for an 
increase in CPA funds this 
year. They may find a more 
receptive audience in St. 
Paul this year with DFL 
control of the Legislature. 
St. Louis County had 
made progress during last 
year’s legislative session in 
advancing a provision that 
would have boosted state 
PILT dollars to St. Louis 
and other northern counties, 
but when DFLers in the 
House and Republicans 
in the Senate couldn’t 
agree on several critical 

funding issues, everything 
fell apart. 

“That’s the hand we’re 
dealt,” said Gray. 
Spending on par 
with inflation

In part because of 
diminishing federal and 
state funding, county offi-
cials have worked hard to 
keep spending increases 
in check even as they’ve 
invested considerable sums 
in new facilities as well 
as maintaining wages and 
benefits to attract and retain 
a skilled workforce. 

While county spend-
ing has jumped nearly 15 
percent since 2019, that’s 
actually somewhat below 
the rate of inflation, at least 
according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics’ CPI 
calculator. County oper-
ations don’t take place in 
a vacuum, so the cost of 
the goods and services the 
county purchases go up as 
they do for everyone else. 

And Gray notes that the 
bulk of the county’s spend-
ing is for personnel. The 
county currently has about 
1,880 workers and that 
jumps to over 2,100 when 
staff at various regional 
corrections facilities are 
added in. And at a time 
when wages and salaries are 
rising in most sectors, Gray 
said the county needs to 
keep pace. “We’re focused 
on attracting and retaining 
our really good core of 
employees. We continue 
to be committed to our 
people.”

Gray noted that many 
county jobs are more than 
9-to-5. For law enforce-
ment to snowplow drivers, 
to child protection workers, 
a county job entails avail-
ability to respond 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

“It’s always tougher to 
attract people to that kind 
of shift work,” he said. 

The size of the county 
workforce has been rela-
tively stable over the past 
decade. For a time, said 
Gray, the county wasn’t 
filling some vacancies as 
workers left or retired. But 
that eventually became 
untenable, said Gray, 
especially as some of the 
demands for child protec-
tive services, mental health, 
and other issues, increased. 
Since then, Gray said the 
county has been adding two 
or three positions a year on 
average.

Meanwhile, the county 
is also making major invest-
ments in new equipment 
and in facilities, according 
to Gray, particularly in 
public works. The new 
Cook facility is one such 
example and three more 
county garage facilities are 
under construction, in many 
cases replacing facilities 
that date back 80 years or 
more. The county garage in 
Embarrass, which is being 
closed as part of the consol-
idation in the new facility 
being built just south of 
Tower, still has an outhouse 
for workers there. Gray said 
the county has also invested 
in new equipment, updating 
its fleet of graders and other 
vehicles. It’s also updated 
the technology on county 
snowplows, utilizing newer 
brine technologies that 
eliminate the need for salt, 
work at lower temperatures, 
and last longer.

Gray acknowledges 
that he has advocated for, 
and the board has support-
ed, similar investments in 
human services, adding 
resources for things like 
mental health supports, 

chemical dependency treat-
ments, and child protection. 
The county also changed 
its medical provider at the 
jails to improve the level 
of service, including better 
mental health and transi-
tional services.

At the same time, Gray 
said the COVID pandemic 
and other factors have 
demonstrated the need 
for the county to upgrade 
its technology and secu-
rity systems, particularly 
cyber-security. Among 
the technology upgrades 
is a relatively new interac-
tive feature on the county 
website, known as Budget 
Explorer, which makes it 
much easier than ever to 
track county spending and 
understand where your 
tax dollars go. That new 
feature was integral to this 
reporting.

“We’re  not  only 
addressing the inflation-
ary pressures, but we’re 
making targeted invest-
ments that we think better 
serve our residents,” said 
Gray. 

Most of these invest-
ments aren’t funded by 
federal or state dollars, 
which means it requires 
levy dollars to make them. 
Higher tax base

The impact of the 
higher county levy has been 
limited to some extent by 
a growing tax base, partic-
ularly among residential 
properties, which saw a 19 
percent valuation increase 
this year. That lowers the 
overall average property tax 
rate somewhat, although 
as in most things related 
to property taxes, the full 
story is more complicated.

While values for res-
idential property have 
increased significantly 

over the past two years, 
that’s generally not the case 
with other classifications 
of property, which means 
homeowners are collective-
ly paying a bigger chunk of 
an increasing tax levy than 
in the past. At the same 
time, the county will see 
about one million dollars 
less in its fiscal disparities 
distribution than in past 
years. That factor alone 
accounts for about a 0.67 
percent increase in the 
county levy for next year.

Gray said the tax 
implications of the levy 
is something of which 
county officials are well 
aware. “The board is really 
conscious of how the levy 
translates into the taxes 
residents pay,” he said. 

But even as the coun-
ty’s tax base rises, the 
Legislature regularly finds 
ways to shift additional 
costs onto the levy. Hilgart 
notes that lawmakers have 
established a number of 
property tax reductions 
and exemptions for some 
categories of taxpayers, 
such as disabled veterans 
and some types of farming 
property. Hilgart said the 
exemptions are worthy, 
but notes that while law-
makers take credit for the 
exemptions, they haven’t 
been providing counties the 
funding to make up for the 
losses in tax base, which 
pushes taxes higher for 
others. “It’s not a benefit the 
state pays,” he said. “Their 
neighbors pay for it.”

If there’s a surprise in 
any of this, notes Hilgart, 
it’s that counties have 
somehow managed to get 
by. “County governments 
have had to get really cre-
ative,” he said.

“I am Justin Ebel’s 
mother,” she said at the 
meeting. “He was the 
person that was tased not 
once but twice. He was 
taking a boat off the rocks 
in the wind, and he was 
trying to get that boat into 
Sullivan Bay or back to our 
base to be checked for any 
holes in the pontoons. He 
was stopped and told that 
they were boarding the 
boat. He told them that he 
wanted to do safety first. 
He wanted his customers 
back into at least Sullivan 
Bay if not back at the dock 
because he checks each and 
every boat that goes onto 
a rock for whether or not 
it has been damaged. This 
boat had damage.”

The Timberjay has 
attempted to obtain official 
statements and/or docu-

mentation about the incident 
from Voyageurs National 
Park Superintendent Bob 
DeGross, VNP Visitor 
and Resource Protection 
Team Lead Ranger Joshua 
Wentz, the Minnesota U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, and the 
National Park Service, all 
to no avail. Also of note 
is that while the initial 
citations issued to Ebel are 
viewable on PACER, the 
accompanying probable 
cause statements that would 
describe the justification 
for the charges are blocked 
from public view.

When contacted by the 
Timberjay in July, Ebel also 
declined to comment on the 
incident due to possible 
future litigation, and again 
declined when the newspa-
per reached out to him on 
Tuesday.

Ebel’s alleged vio-
lations occurred in the 
midst of broader concerns 
about Voyageurs National 
Park enforcement activi-
ties expressed by business 
owners. In four public 
meetings including the one 
at Crane Lake, business 
owners expressed fear that 
the perception of over-
zealous law enforcement 
actions in 2022 versus prior 
years would turn away 
many of the park tourists 
they depend on to make a 
living.

DeGross responded to 
those concerns in August 
with a multi-point action 
plan to improve operation-
al transparency, improve 
procedures, and develop 
stronger and more frequent 
connections between park 
staff and the surrounding 

communities.
NPS discrepancies

Both the denials of 
VNP staff to answer basic 
questions about the alleged 
tasing incident and the 
failure of NPS to act on 
Freedom of Information 
Act requests submitted by 
the Timberjay on Aug. 4 
stand in stark contrast to the 
agency’s far more transpar-
ent response to the tasing 
of a park visitor in New 
Mexico on Dec. 27, 2020.

In that situation, a 
Native American man, 
Darrell House, and his 
sister were confronted by 
an enforcement ranger 
at Petroglyph National 
Monument in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico for being off 
the designated trails. House 
was uncooperative when 
the ranger asked for his 

name and identification, 
and he attempted to walk 
away. During the encoun-
ter, the ranger deployed and 
fired his taser after giving 
repeated warnings.

House’s sister record-
ed video of the incident 
on a smartphone that he 
uploaded to his Instagram 
account that same evening. 
The next day, after the video 
had been viewed more than 
10,000 times in the first 12 
hours it was available, NPS 
issued a formal statement 
acknowledging the incident 
and video and announcing 
an investigation into the 
incident.

Two days after the 
incident, after local print 
and television media had 
reported on it, NPS volun-
tarily chose to release the 
ranger’s body cam video, 

along with an expended 
statement including more 
details about the encounter.

The Timberjay has not 
been able to discover why 
the agency’s practice of 
immediate transparency 
by releasing the ranger’s 
body cam footage and two 
press statements within 48 
hours of the Albuquerque 
incident was not similar-
ly followed in the VNP 
incident.

Ebel was scheduled for 
an initial court appearance 
before a magistrate judge 
in Bemidji on Wednesday. 
The Timberjay will contin-
ue to follow the story and 
report on developments as 
they become available.

FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
provided by

Ely Community Health Center

Thursday evenings 5:30-7 p.m.
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

- No appointment necessary -

Contact us for more information 
218-365-5678 or email us 

director@elycommunityhealth.org

K KK

FREE 
DENTAL

CLEANINGS 
AVAILABLE

provided by

Ely Community 
Health Center

Make an appointment
call us at 

603-502-2268
or email us at 

dentalECHC@gmail.com

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

BIRD
SEED

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

VIKINGS
GAMES

Happy Hour
during game and 
regular 4-6 PM

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

DECEMBER 23
Cheeseburger Soup

POT LUCK
(Food always provided)

Wishing You A Sleigh-full of Happiness!
from The Marjo Motel

Winning Artist • Kija Chosa
Grade 5

Have A Holly, Jolly Christmas!
from Lumber Orr Hardware

Winning Artist • Cooper Long
Grade 6

Have A Happy Christmas!
from Sunrise River Boatworks

Winning Artist • Sri Stellmach
Grade 2
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luckier ones. Their outage 
only lasted about 24 hours 
according to Linda. Many 
other residents across the 
region weren’t so lucky as 
some outages extended into 
late Sunday night, accord-
ing to Tami Zaun, public 
relations coordinator with 
Lake Country Power.

“Lake Country Power 
was pretty quick to respond 
for us,” said Haugen. 

Last week’s storm 
was accompanied by mild 
temperatures, which helped 
to limit the impact for 
residents who need elec-
tricity to heat their homes. 
“It’s a good thing it was 
warm those days because 
it cooled down pretty fast 
in the house even so,” said 
Haugen. The Haugens do 
have a wood fireplace, so 
they were able to provide 
some heat to the house 
during the outage.

Potential outages from 
this week’s storm could be 
far more dire for many res-
idents since temperatures 

are expected to remain 
below zero in northeastern 
Minnesota throughout the 
storm and high winds are 
expected to push windchills 
into the minus 40-50-
degree range.

While the latest storm 
won’t feature the wet and 
sticky snow from last 
week’s event and likely 

won’t yield as much snow, 
high winds combined 
with tree branches still 
laden with last week’s 
snow, has the potential to 
create another round of 
widespread outages in the 
region. 

 “We are very con-
cerned,” Zaun said, adding 
that frozen snow is still 

clinging to many trees and 
power lines, and that the 
winds forecasted with the 
coming storm are likely to 
spark more outages from 
broken branches and lines. 
“It’s a recipe for disaster,” 
she said. 

The National Weather 
Service is also warning of 
widespread power outages 
from this week’s storm 
as already stressed trees, 
still laden with snow, 
shed branches or topple 
altogether. “The risk of 
power outages combined 
with the dangerously cold 

temperatures and wind-
chills is particularly worri-
some,” wrote the National 
Weather Service mete-
orology staff this week 
in a forecast discussion 
posted on Wednesday. “We 
encourage Northland resi-
dents to prepare now and 
develop a plan to stay warm 
should they lose power.”

Lake Country Power, 
which serves a broad swath 
of rural St. Louis, northern 
Lake, and eastern Itasca 
counties, is also warning 
its members to be prepared 
for extended power outages 
depending on the winds 
accompanying the storm. 
“Winds could gust as high 
as 55 mph,” according to 
the notice posted on the 
LCP website.  
Storm cleanup

If this week’s storm 
brings the forecasted con-
ditions, it’s likely to be 
dispiriting for the many line 
crews who had worked so 
much overtime last week 
to restore power.

“This was almost worse 
than a summer storm,” said 
Tami Zaun, public rela-
tions coordinator for Lake 
Country Power, referring 
to last week’s snowfall. 
“Trucks were getting stuck 
especially on roads that had 
not been plowed yet or were 
barely plowed. They could 
be cutting a tree off the line 
while hearing another tree 
snapping down the line. I 
saw it firsthand and it was 
really bad out there.”   

In most cases, utilities 
can reach out to neighbor-
ing cooperatives or power 
companies when a storm 
brings power outages. But 
because last week’s storm 
impact was so widespread, 
none of that assistance 
was available. That same 
scenario could repeat this 
week as the brunt of the 
storm was expected to hit 
just to the south of the North 
Country. 

Left: A Lake Country 
Power line crew works 
to reconnect a broken 
line, one of hundreds of 
individual outages from 
last week’s snowstorm. 
This week’s storm is 
expected to bring 
widespread outages
as well, just days after 
power was finally 
restored across the area. 

photo courtesy 
Lake Country Power

FREE CPRFREE CPR
CLASSCLASS

To the first 20 RSVP’s
for Greenwood Township residents

• Hands only CPR
• The class will be lead by a certified CPR instructor 
  from MN North College
• Class to be held at the Greenwood Township Hall on 
  Wednesday, January 18 at 6pm 

Reserve your spot by sending your RSVP to:
 firedept@greenwoodtownshipmn.com

or call 218-753-2231 and leave a message

• Did you know that citizen CPR performed in the first minute of a witnessed heart attack 
can double or triple the persons chance of survival.
• If performed immediately, CPR can double or triple the chance of survival from an out of 
hospital cardiac arrest. 

Source  •   American heart association 

Interesting Facts: 

FREE CPR CLASS

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

Have A Magical Holiday Season!
from State Farm Insurance-Tim Johnson

Winning Artist•Ripley Rintala
Grade 3

We Wish You The Happiest of Holidays!
from ROLANDO’S CONCRETE, INC

Artist • Ivy Russell 
Grade 4

Wishing You Season’s GreetingsWishing You Season’s Greetings
from Pelican Bay Foods

Winning Artist • Josey Pascuzzi
GRADE 4

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO EVERYONE!
from Ubetcha Antiques -TOWER

Artist • Mateo Medicine-Perez
Grade 1

HAVE A COLORFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!
from Scenic Rivers-Tower

Artist  •  Ari Banks
Kindergarten

Let Heaven & Nature Sing!
from Pier 77 Mini Golf

Winning Artist • Kia Gagnon
Grade 3

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS!
from TECH ELECTRIC

Winning Artist • Elius Strong
Grade 1

WISHING YOU HOLIDAY CHEER!
from PIKE RIVER PRODUCTS

Winning Artist • Nash Lenci
Grade 3

HEALTHY HOLIDAY WISHES TO EVERYONE!
from VERMILION SENIOR LIVING

Artist • CODY CHAVER
Grade 1

Artist • Cody Chavez
Grade 1



R E G I O N A L -  A s 
Minnesota was experienc-
ing a post-Thanksgiving 
rise in coronavirus cases, 
state Health Commissioner 
Jan Malcom and state 
Epidemiologis t  Ruth 
Lynfield appeared togeth-
er last week for the first 
time in months to warn of 
the current “triple threat” 
of COVID, influenza, and 
respiratory syncytial virus 
and once again encourage 
people to get vaccinated.

“COVID is very much 
circulating in our commu-
nity,” Lynfield said. “We 
have mostly avoided the fall 
and early winter surges that 
we’ve experienced in the 
past two years; however, 
we are seeing elevated 
rates and hospitalizations 
coming after Thanksgiving 
holiday.” 

Lynfield also noted 
that this year’s flu season 
has come earlier and is 
more severe than in the past 
couple of years.

“After two very mild 
influenza seasons in 2020 
and 2021 we are seeing a 
heavy early season surge 
in influenza,” she said. 
“There have been more than 
2,100 hospitalizations for 
influenza reported to MDH, 
about twice the number of 
hospitalizations seen for the 
last two winters. We’ve also 
seen almost 900 outbreaks 
of influenza-like illness in 
schools so far this year. 
Additionally, we’ve had 
close to 40 outbreaks of 
influenza-like illness in 
nursing homes, and the frail 
elderly have a very high 
risk of severe illness due 
to influenza.”

Lynfield reported that 
41 Minnesotans have died 
from influenza this season, 
and that the overall situ-
ation is more challenging 
because of shortages of 
influenza antiviral medi-
cations that are particularly 
useful for those with under-
lying medical conditions, 
the elderly, very young 
children, and pregnant 
women.

St.  Louis County 
has been seeing the same 
kinds of trends, according 

to county Public Health 
Program Coordinator Diane 
Seiloff Yourczek.

“We definitely are 
still seeing COVID here in 
the county,” she told the 
Timberjay. “As far as other 
respiratory illnesses, you 
know, it’s flu season, we’re 
in full swing. And actually, 
we’re seeing more activity 
than we normally would see 
at this time of flu season.”

RSV infections are 
of particular concern for 
youngsters, Lynfield said.

“This fall we have 
experienced an early and 
severe RSV season, leading 
to much higher hospital-
izations and emergency 
room visits,” she said. 
“Since September we’ve 
had nearly 1,500 hospital-
izations for RSV, including 
more than 900 in children 
under the age of one. This 
has led to challenges in 
health care, particularly in 
pediatric care.”

Yourczek explained 
how RSV presents a threat 
not only to young infants 
but to elders as well.

“In young infants and 
older adults, RSV can lead 
to inflammation of the small 
airways of the lung and 
pneumonia. That’s what we 
get really concerned about,” 
she said.
Healthcare hit

Malcolm addressed 
the combined effects of the 
three diseases on the health 
care system.

“Those three things 
together have driven up the 
need for urgent care and 
hospital services in par-
ticular, although it is also 
impacting other parts of 
the healthcare system like 
primary care, home care, 
group homes and the like. 
What this means is long 
waits for care and very long 
hours for our healthcare 
workers.”

Winter  surges of 
COVID the past two years 
have flooded hospital inpa-
tient and ICU units creating 
bed shortages, but with the 
new bivalent boosters and 
the less severe strains of 
the Omicron variant circu-
lating, health officials were 
confident COVID would be 
less of an issue for capacity 
this year.

That’s been the case so 
far, but influenza and RSV 
have picked up the slack. 
Here in the Arrowhead 
region, non-ICU and ICU 
beds in use last week nearly 
matched the numbers 
around the peak of last 
January’s huge Omicron 
COVID wave, although 
COVID accounts for only 
a small fraction of current 
hospitalizations.
Vaccinations

The current bivalent 
COVID vaccine, tailored 
to be more effective against 
the BA.4 and BA.5 Omicron 
variants that gripped the 
nation in late summer, has 
been touted by health offi-
cials as a way to increase 
individual immunity and 
decrease risks of infection, 
hospitalization, and deaths. 
But beyond an initial jump 
in vaccinations immedi-
ately after the Pfizer and 
Moderna boosters were 
approved in August, uptake 
of the boosters has failed to 
take off.

“As of last week, 
less than 20 percent of 
Minnesotans were up to 
date with their COVID-19 
vaccines,” Lynfield said.

Two weeks ago, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
authorized the use of the 
bivalent vaccines for chil-
dren six months through 
four years old, but demand 
for those, too, is expected 
to be minimal. In the six 
months since vaccinations 
were authorized for this 
youngest group, only 17.2 
percent of Minnesota chil-
dren in that age range have 
received a first dose of the 
vaccine. There has been no 
significant change since 
summer in the percentage of 
parents who have said they 
would not get their children 

immunized for COVID, or 
for those who said that they 
wanted to “wait and see” 
before making a decision.

Health officials have 
cited a number of reasons 
for the apparent lack of 
enthusiasm for the bivalent 
vaccine, chief among them 
the general sense of COVID 
fatigue and the desire to put 
the pandemic in the past.

Another factor has 
been the question about the 
potential effectiveness of 
the bivalent vaccine as the 
specific virus variants it was 
designed to combat. BA.5 
is causing only ten percent 
of the current caseload, as 
opposed to 83 percent of 
all cases just three months 
ago. BA.4 is not believed to 
be contributing to COVID 
cases anymore. 

However, data on 
breakthrough cases contin-
ues to show that those who 
have been fully vaccinated 
for COVID have lower rates 
of severe illness, hospital-
ization, and deaths than 
those who are unvaccinated 
or only partially vaccinated.

Lynfield said flu shots 
are also lagging behind 
normal trends.

“Our vaccination rates 
are about ten percentage 
points lower than they 
typically are for influenza 
in various age groups,” she 
said. “I would not at all be 
surprised if we have a deep 
surge at some point over the 
winter, so please get your 
vaccine.”

Malcolm and Lynfield 
both emphasized that 
getting the COVID biva-
lent booster and the flu 
shot are still the best pre-
ventative action people can 
take, and that both can be 
administered at the same 
time, rather than having to 
schedule separate appoint-
ments for them.
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Triple disease threat fills hospitals
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

HEALTH CARE

Apply Now 
for 

Spring 
Semester

 
Starting 

January 9
2023

Vermilion Campus   
1900 E Camp St, Ely MN 55731

218-235-2391

A Member of Minnesota State

328 West Conan St, 
Ely, Minnesota 55731 

218-365-3271

 
Will be open during regular 

business hours during 
the holidays.

Monday-Friday
8 AM - 6 PM

Saturday
9 AM - 1 PM

Ely Community 
Pharmacy 

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

Saturday, December 24 • 3 PM
Guest Musician-Dr. Rob Mattson

(No service on December 25)

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
On the corner of Church and Main, Soudan

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2020 Buick Envision Preferred AWD.......GM Certified!.....
2020 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4....Ready For Anything!.....
2020 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4..............ONLY 22K Miles!...........
2020 Ford Escape SE AWD..............ONLY 16K Miles!........
2020 Ford Edge SEL AWD...........Low Miles! Sharp!.................
2020 Buick Encore Pref. AWD............Only 25K Miles!.............
2020 Chrysler Voyageur LXI................Stow-N-Go!............
2019 Ford F-150 XL Sport Crew 4x4....Only 45K Miles!.....
2019 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4..........Sale Priced!..........
2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4.....Only 29K Miles!.....
2019 RAM 1500 4x4 Warlock...............Low Miles!...............
2019 RAM 3500 HD Crew 4x4...........Cummins Power!........
2019 Chev. Silverado RST 4x4..........New Low Price!............
2019 Dodge Durango GT 4x4........Room For Everyone!.......
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SE.............Low Miles!..............

$34,990
$32,990
$42,990
$30,990
$30,990
$22,990
$25,990
$39,990
$29,990
$28,990
$38,990
$55,990
$40,990
$31,990
$16,490

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

HOLIDAY PRE-OWNED SALES EVENT!

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!

2023 CHEVROLET BLAZER PREMIER AWD

** Red Tag Bonus not applicable with all offers. 
Must take delivery from dealer stock BY 1/3/2023

..$47,250

.......$500

.......$500
NOW
ONLY $46,250

MSRP
Chevy Red Tag Bonus

Customer Cash

Merry Christmas from us at Waschke!

Have a Joyous Spirit This Christmas!
from Zup’s - Tower

Artist • Silas Snyder
Grade 3

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   
12/12     33     28     0.00      
12/13     29     27     0.00     
12/14     33     29     0.22     1.3”
12/15     34     30     1.05   12.2”
12/16     33     28     0.33     4.0” 
12/17     33     25     0.08     1.6”
12/18     26     -1      0.00             
YTD Total      29.97    36.7”

12/12     30     27     0.00      
12/13     30     28     0.00     
12/14     34     30     0.70    4.0”
12/15     30     28     0.80    8.8”
12/16     30     27     0.05    0.7” 
12/17     27      7      0.00    
12/18      7      -6      0.00                  
YTD Total                 NA      NA

12/12     31     27     0.00      
12/13     29     27     0.00     
12/14     32     29     0.25     2.3”
12/15     32     29     0.55     5.5”
12/16     32     26     0.06     0.9” 
12/17     32     24     0.05     1.0”
12/18     24      0      0.03     0.5”  
YTD Total      26.70     32.6” .

12/12     33     24     0.00      
12/13     30     25     0.00     
12/14     31     29     0.05     0.5”
12/15     31     28     0.90   10.0”
12/16     32     27     0.20     3.0” 
12/17     29     23     0.11     1.6”
12/18     27      0      0.01     0.2”
YTD Total     26.81    33.2”

12/12     33     28     0.00      
12/13     30     27     0.00     
12/14     33     29     0.20     1.8”
12/15     32     29     1.32   12.0”
12/16     32     28     0.14     2.6” 
12/17     31     24     0.18     2.8”
12/18     25     -2      0.02     0.5”
YTD Total               37.26   36.9”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

-5  -11 0  -14 4  -8 13  -16   -8



EMBARRASS- It 
took a little while to ex-
plain the tradition of ice 
candles to my 87-year-old 
mother-in-law, who re-
cently moved to the area. 
But as soon as we pulled 
up the narrow lane to 
the Embarrass Cemetery 
on Saturday and slowly 
drove up the ice candle-lit 
drive, she was quickly en-
chanted. 

And then when we 
stopped by the town hall 
for a quick coffee and 
cookie stop, she settled in 
with a table full of newly 
minted friends and visited 
for over an hour.

Community members 
stopped by the hall for 
a light meal, a visit with 
Santa, and lots of deli-
cious homemade holiday 
cookies. Santa had treats 
for the children, and there 
were holiday crafts to 
make and bring home. 

Adults sat and visited 
with neighbors and fami-
ly, talked about plans for 
the upcoming Christmas 
holiday, got caught up on 
everyone’s children and 
grandchildren, and of 
course, talked about the 
winter weather. 

The cemetery this 
year was picture perfect. 
The recent heavy snow 
flocked the conifers lin-
ing the drive, and ice can-
dles were placed on top 
of the unseasonably high 
snowbanks on both sides 
of the lane. The road into 
the cemetery, as well and 
the paths that wind around 
and through, were all lit 
with ice candles, as well 
as hundreds of candles 
lighting the gravestones 
of family members of area 
residents.

The tradition of ice 
candles comes from Fin-
land, it’s been said. Em-
barrass has been hosting 
this annual celebration for 
decades. According to one 
local resident, it’s been 
since the time the late 
Margaret Kinnunen was 
the town clerk, so possi-
bly the late 1980s or early 
1990s.

Jack LaMar was in 
charge of ice candle cre-
ation again this year. 

“I did them 100 at 
a time,” he said, using 
heavy-duty 2-1/2-gallon 
plastic buckets, which are 
filled with water from a 

hose connected to a sink in 
his garage. After leaving 
them outdoors overnight, 
he then brought them into 
the garage, with a heated 
floor, which made it easi-
er to pop them out of the 
buckets. He then breaks a 
hole in the top and pours 
out the water that hasn’t 
frozen yet, leaving a spot 
to place the candles. The 
ice candles are then stored 
outdoors until they are all 
ready to go to the ceme-
tery.

The trick to getting 
crystal clear ice candles, 
he found, was using hot, 
filtered, softened water, 
something he luckily had 
access to out in his ga-
rage. Using regular water 
straight from the tap pro-
duced ice that was a bit 
discolored and not nearly 
as clear as he wanted.

When he was all 

done, over the course of a 
week, he had 400 perfect 
ice candles, ready to be 
placed on Dec. 17 at the 
cemetery.

But while LaMar was 
one step in the process, 
many others also lent a 
hand. Embarrass Town 
Clerk Jennie Boese took 
the orders for the ice can-
dles. Family members 
paid a small fee for each 
candle, money which 
helps support cemetery 
maintenance. 

“Jennie puts in a ton 
of work,” said LaMar. 
She tracks all the dona-
tions, and then she places 
small flags at each grave-
stone that will need an ice 
candle, or two or three or 
more, placed in front of 
them, a job that is done 
before the snow gets too 
deep.

This year, Mother 

Nature threw a bit of a 
surprise, dumping a foot-
and-a-half of fresh snow 
in the area only days be-
fore the ice candles were 
to be placed. Many of the 
headstones were totally 
covered with snow. 

The local 4-H Club 
has volunteered to help 
with placing and lighting 

the ice candles for many 
years. Many times they 
have struggled through 
sub-zero temperatures or 
high winds which made it 
difficult to light the can-
dles. This year they had to 
haul candles through deep 
snow as they attempted to 
find all the flags that had 
been placed, since some 

of them were buried un-
der the snow. While the 
road around the cemetery 
was plowed, there were no 
paths opened between the 
gravestones. And when 
you are still in elementa-
ry school, and your legs 
aren’t that long, it was a 
long afternoon and a lot of 
hard work.

The youngsters, along 
with other township vol-
unteers, worked for over 
three hours in the after-
noon, and managed to 
place and light all of the 
400 candles.  By the time 
the sun had dipped below 
the tree line, the cemetery 
was sparkling, creating 
another picture-perfect 
Christmas-time memory 
for all those who took the 
time to drive through.

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TRADITIONS
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Ice candles bring community together in Embarrass

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

PRICES GOOD THRU DECEMBER 31, 2022

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

GREAT GIFT IDEAS!

GREAT
Stocking Stuffers!

Handy
Tools!

 

 

is looking for  

 

 
Please Call  

1-888-757-1540 
 

Volunteer Drivers take people to medical appointments & 
have the option to take elders shopping once a week  

 

Volunteer Drivers Will Be Reimbursed 
@.625/mi (increased from .585!) 

 
 

                                                            

Four Corners 4-H members (below) traipsed through the Embarrass 
Cemetery on Saturday afternoon helping to place and light the 400 ice 
candles. Pictured: Back row (from left) Delia Dahl, Cephas Hainey, Corbet 
Hainey. Front: Lucia Dahl, Sephira Hainey, Khepra Hainey, Molly Brophy, 
and Miranda Mackai. photo by Christine Mackai
Top right: Eva Scherer gets her first meeting with Santa Claus.
Right: Community members check out the table full of holiday treats.
Bottom right: Chevelle Goodwin has a talk with Santa. photos by J. Summit



FIELD TWP- After a hard 
fought but losing effort against 
Northland last Friday, the North 
Woods boys basketball team got 
back on the winning track in a big 
way Monday with a merciless home 
beatdown of Wrenshall, 114-59.

The outcome against the over-
matched Wrens was never in doubt, 
as the Grizzlies led 36-12 just nine 
minutes into the contest and 74-28 
at the half. Steal and score was 
the overall theme as North Woods 
defenders had little problem sepa-
rating the Wrens from the basketball 
and converting those turnovers into 
fast break buckets. The Grizzlies’ 
6’2” Jonah Burnett had numerous 
opportunities to showcase his 
leaping ability, collecting the first 
of several dunks on the third pos-
session of the game, delighting the 
somewhat sparse home crowd.

The rout gave Head Coach 
Andrew Jugovich ample opportu-
nity to work his bench players into 
the mix for extended periods of play, 
and the Grizzlies barely skipped a 
beat. One reserve who made the 
most of his opportunity was soph-

omore forward Talen Jarshaw.
“We gave him a shot and he 

really did great,” Jugovich said. 
“He’s a quick defender with strong 
hands, and he’s got a nose for the 
basket. We’ve just got to fine tune a 
few things with him, but seeing him 
and the improvements he’s made, I 
like him a lot.”

Junior Luke Will has been a 
consistent starter for the Grizzlies 
who has been a strong contributor 
on the defensive side of the ball, but 
against Wrenshall he had the chance 
to step up his game on offense.

“He’s a very lengthy kid,” 
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Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989SPORTS
NORDIC SKIING

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

BOYS BASKETBALL

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies win one, lose one

See NW GIRLS...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Top:  North Woods sophomore 
Louie Panichi tries to block out 
a Wrenshall player during 
Monday’s home matchup.

Right: Six-foot two-inch North 
Woods junior Jonah Burnett 
stuffs a dunk on Monday. 
Burnett dominated the 
Grizzlies’ offense, pouring in 
41 points on the night.

Grizzlies 
romp at 
Wrenshall

See  NW BOYS...pg. 2B

Top Wrenshall in 114-59 beatdown at North Woods

Wolves crush NER, Mesabi East

Ely skiers post solid times in opener

photos by D. Colburn

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

C O L E R A I N E — 
Timberwolves skiers lodged a 
solid performance here in their 
opening meet of the young 
season. Skiing at Mt. Itasca 
against an eight-team field, the 
Ely girls squad took second to 
powerhouse Duluth East, while 

the boys finished in third place 
behind Duluth East and Mesabi 
East. 

Longtime Ely standout Zoe 
Devine, now skiing in her senior 
year, took second among 47 
racers, finishing the 5.2 kilometer 
course in a time of 16:45.4. Ely 

junior Claire Blauch finished in 
11th place with a time of 18:16.3. 
Fellow junior Ava Skustad took 
16th with a time of 19:00.2.

For the boys, sophomore 
Dylan Durkin led the field for 
Ely, finishing in ninth place 
with a time of 16:24.4. Fellow 

sophomores Silas Solum and 
Eli Olson finished in twelfth and 
sixteenth respectively, with times 
of 16:48.8 and 17:30.9.

The Wolves now head into 
the holiday break, although they 
have scheduled a team mini camp 
at Giants Ridge from Dec. 28-30. 

They’ll be back in compe-
tition on Tuesday, Jan. 3 at the 
Cloquet Invite, with a 4 p.m. 
start time. 

 

Girls place second while boys take third in eight-team field

AURORA— A slow start 
didn’t keep the Timberwolves 
from ultimately running 
roughshod over Mesabi East 
here on Monday night to 
improve to 4-1 on the season. 
Ely helped their cause with a 
40-point second half, which 
helped them pad their 35-19 
lead at the half.

“We played a much better 
second half defensively after 
giving up too many easy points 

in the first half with our man-
to-man defense,” said Ely 
Head Coach Tom McDonald. 

Ely’s senior guard Joey 
Bianco led the Wolves offen-
sively, pouring in a game-high 
23 points and clocking seven 
steals and eight assists. Fellow 
senior Jason Kerntz was right 
behind with 22 points and 
seven rebounds, while senior 
Erron Anderson added 13 
boards.

Playing Thursday at 
home, the Wolves had a romp 
over the newly-reconstituted 

boys basketball squad from 
Northeast Range, winning 
97-15. “We jumped out to a 
big lead early,” said McDonald 
in the understatement of the 
week. Ely led 67-8 at the half 
but their offensive production 
slowed in the second half as 
McDonald let several younger 
players in on the action.

“All of our younger guys 
played quite a bit and we 
had 10 players score,” said 
McDonald. “We shot the ball 
well throughout the game and I 
thought both our man and zone 

defenses were good.”
Bianco led the way 

with 29 points and seven 
assists, while sophomore Caid 
Chittum added a career-high 
25 points along with seven 
steals. Freshman Jack Davies 
added ten points. 

Ely was set to host Cook 
County on Thursday. They’ll 
be back in action during the 
Ely Holiday Tournament, set 
for Dec. 27-29.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

WRENSHALL- The North Woods 
girls’ basketball team made the most of a 
long road trip to Wrenshall on Monday, 
thumping the home Wrens by a score 
of 73-28.

This game gave Head Coach Liz 
Cheney her best glimpse yet in game 
conditions as to where this year’s squad 
could go, with the Grizzlies controlling 
the tempo, implementing a new press, 
and getting big offensive contributions 
from leaders Helen Koch and Hannah 
Kinsey.

While Kinsey has been a go-to 
scorer, Koch has been more productive 
defensively and with assists. Based on 
their performances last year, Cheney 
has been looking for the pair to deliver 
a one-two scoring punch for the team, 
and they delivered on Monday. Kinsey 
knocked down 22 points and Koch 
poured in 19.

“This is the first game they have 
been leading together, Helen from the 
outside and Hannah from the inside,” 
Cheney said. “This was Helen’s best 
game offensively so far. It was great to 
see her making the threes and finding 
that offensive success. I’m hoping this 
was the boost Helen needed to get her 
on track to be putting up double digits 
for us.”

Throwing in the new press gen-
erated the steals and fast breaks that 
propelled North Woods to 47 first-half 
points, giving Cheney the comfortable 
cushion to focus on the Grizzlies’ set 
offense and lineup combinations in the 
second half.

“It was good to see some new 
possibilities, some players stepping up 
and taking advantage of their time on 
the court,” Cheney said. “This will only 

ELY- The Timberwolves girls bas-
ketball team squeaked out a tough win 
in a high-intensity game on home hard-
wood Monday, edging the Bluestreaks 
61-57.

“It was a fun playoff-type game,” 
remarked Head Coach Max Gantt. “It 
was fun to come out on top.”

Grace LaTourell led the Wolves 
offensively, pouring in 16 points. Sarah 
Visser notched a double-double with 12 
points and an impressive 18 rebounds. 
Madeline Perry also scored 12 points, 
followed by Hannah Penke with 11.

The girls scheduled match-up with 
Cook County on Thursday, was can-
celled due to weather. They’ll host the 
Hoops for Hope tournament on Dec. 27 
and 28 during the holiday break. They’ll 
be back in regular action on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, when they host Littlefork-Big 
Falls. 

Ely edges 
Bluestreaks
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DNR: New wolf plan strengthens conservation

NW GIRLS..Continued from page 1B

NW BOYS..Continued from page 1B
Jugovich said, “and with 
him taking one dribble 
he can get to the rim, one 
dribble and he’s there. I was 
glad to see him actually 
taking that because when 
we’ve played other teams, 
he hasn’t realized he can do 
that half the time.”

It’s often the case that 
in the midst of a rout a team 
will ease off the gas a bit, 
but Jugovich was pleased to 
see his squad mostly keep 
up the pressure throughout 
the contest.

“The boys stayed 
hungry, the entire game 
their intensity was up,” 
he said. “Our second-half 
defense was a little lack-
luster, but that’s because we 
got comfy. I want them to 
keep the mentality that it’s 
0-0 whether we’re up by 
40 or down by 40. I want 
them to keep going as hard 
as they can.”

Burnett scored from 
everywhere on the floor 

in racking up a game-
high 41 points, leading an 
onslaught in which nine 
Grizzlies tallied scores. 
Jared Chiabotti knocked 
down 20 points, Will 
notched 12, and Brenden 
Chiabotti dropped in 10.
Northland

The contest against 
Northland had all the air 
of a post-season playoff 
tilt, as the Grizzlies faced 
off against an equally 
matched foe in a tight first-
half battle with multiple 
lead changes. By halftime, 
North Woods had carved 
out a 44-36 advantage, and 
the Grizzlies extended that 
lead to as many as 13 points 
early in the second half. But 
the Eagles refused to go 
away, trimming the deficit 
to 69-62 with over nine 
minutes still remaining.

And then, in a feat 
rarely seen at any level, 
suddenly a Northland team 

that had fired mostly blanks 
from three-point range 
couldn’t miss from behind 
the arc. On six consecutive 
possessions the Eagles 
connected on trifectas, and 
after skipping a trip they 
added a seventh, a 21-point 
deluge the Grizzlies were 
powerless to stop or match. 
With five minutes remain-
ing, the North Woods lead 
had turned into an 85-76 
Grizzlies hole.

Northland kept the 
Grizzlies at bay the rest of 
the game, tacking on four 
points in the last 20 seconds 
of the game to win 93-83.

“At halftime with that 
eight-point lead, I said 
(Northland) can change 
that in three possessions,” 
Jugovich said. “It took them 
awhile to get hot, but they 
were catching it in rhythm, 
and we were giving them 
two to three feet of space. 
The boys were tired and 
they were doing what they 

could, but after going back 
and forth and back and 
forth, Northland had more 
will to win in my eyes.”

Jugovich knew going 
in that Northland had the 
potential to cause problems.

“We are a much more 
physical team inside and 
can get to the rim better, 
but they can shoot from 
anywhere, 25 to 30 feet they 
will put it up, and they can 
make seven in a row as we 
saw,” he said.

Jared Chiabotti scored 
31 points in the contest, 
almost double team-
mate Louie Panichi’s 16. 
Brenden Chiabotti and 
Burnett were the other two 
Grizzlies in double figures 
with 13 points each.

make us a stronger team.”
Coming off two con-

secutive losses and a snow 

cancellation, this result 
came at the right time.

“Wins like this boost 

confidence, which is really 
what they need,” Cheney 
said. “It was a great way 

to end the first half of 
the season as we go into 
winter break and prepare 

for the holiday tournament 
in Aitkin. When we start 
back in January, we hope 

to be ready to play a more 
consistent and competitive 
game.”

R E G I O N A L —  T h e 
Department of Natural Resources 
has released an update to its wolf 
management plan that continues 
the state’s commitment to wolf 
conservation. The new plan, 
which incorporates the diverse 
views of Minnesotans, will guide 
the state’s approach to wolf man-
agement for the next 10 years.

“We’re proud we brought 
people together to update 
Minnesota’s wolf plan,” said DNR 
Commissioner Sarah Strommen. 
“We had great engagement from 
tribes, state and federal agencies, 
academia, and groups and indi-
viduals interested in wolves.” 

The updated plan is avail-
able on the DNR’s wolf plan 
page (mndnr.gov/WolfPlan). This 
is the first update to Minnesota’s 
wolf plan since 2001.

The plan includes summary 
information about Minnesota’s 
wolf population and the history 
of wolves in the state. It details 
the diverse and changing public 
attitudes about wolves, the legal 
status of wolves, tribal perspec-
tives on wolves, and ways to 
support a healthy and resilient 
wolf population while minimiz-
ing conflicts between humans and 
wolves. The plan also includes a 
framework for how the state will 
approach decisions about wolf 
hunting or trapping if the wolf is 
delisted federally.

“The DNR is continuing 
Minnesota’s longstanding com-
mitment to wolf conservation and 
ensuring that our wolf population 
remains healthy and stable,” 
said Kelly Straka, DNR wildlife 
section manager. 

Six goals in the plan are 
designed to support Minnesota’s 
vision for wolves. Those goals 
include:

 Maintaining a well-con-
nected and resilient wolf popu-
lation.

 Collaborating with diverse 
partners to collectively support 
wolf plan implementation. 

 Minimizing and address-
ing human-wolf conflicts.

  Informing and engag-
ing the public about wolves in 

Minnesota.
 Conducting research to 

inform wolf management.
 Administering the wolf 

program to fulfill agency respon-
sibilities and the needs of the 
public and partners.

“The plan reflects the breadth 
of input received through the 
process to update the plan,” 
said Dan Stark, DNR large car-
nivore specialist. “Information 
in the plan describes current 
knowledge of the wolf popu-
lation, Minnesotans’ attitudes 
toward wolves, and guides the 
approach to the future conserva-
tion and management of wolves 
in Minnesota.”

To guide the wolf plan 
update, the DNR conducted 

a public opinion survey, con-
sulted with technical experts 
and tribal staff, and convened 
a 20-member wolf advisory 
committee. Advisory committee 
members represented diverse 
perspectives including hunting 
and trapping, wolf advocacy 
and animal rights, livestock and 
agriculture, and other interests 
related to wolf conservation and 
management. The DNR’s public 
engagement efforts for the plan 
update included input meetings, 
forums, online questionnaires 
and public review of a draft plan.

More information about the 
plan update and a full version 
of the plan is available on the 
DNR’s wolf plan page (mndnr.
gov/WolfPlan).

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early 
history of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

+ Tax

BOOK ORDER FORM
Name
Address
City State ZIP Code Tel.#
Credit Card Information     VISA     MC   DISCOVER

Exp. Date       /         CVV
Billing address if different from above

Book Total - Pick-Up   $32.16 Book Total - Mail   $39.95
Total charged to credit card $ Paid by check  $ Check #

Pick Up Mail

Signature (if applicable)

BOOK ORDER FORM
Name
Address
City State ZIP Code Tel.#
Credit Card Information     VISA     MC   DISCOVER

Exp. Date       /         CVV
Billing address if different from above

Book Total - Pick-Up   $32.16 Book Total - Mail   $39.95
Total charged to credit card $ Paid by check  $ Check #

Pick Up Mail

Signature (if applicable)

The Timberjay
P.O. Box 636, 414 Main St
Tower, MN 55790 • 218-753-2950

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!

Coming
Soon...

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 

A Regional Favorite

 Call today to
reserve your copies!

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

BOOK ORDER FORM
Quantity of Books

OVER 100
HISTORICAL

PHOTOGRAPHS

Book Total - Pick Up $29.95 + tax ($32.16)       Book Total - Mail $39.95

+ Tax Over
 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Makes A 

Great
GIFT!

Makes A 

Great
GIFT!

Right: Grizzlies junior 
Luke Will reaches high 
for a block on Monday.

photo by D. Colburn



Ronald R. Hujanen 
Ronald R. Hujanen, 

80, of Cook, passed away 
on Tuesday, Dec. 13, 
2022.  A celebration of 
life will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 30 at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church 
in Tower. Honorary pall-
bearers are Phillip Birk, 
Jeromy Fonkert, Ray Ni-
skanen, Jason Niskanen 
and Kurt Hujanen. Ar-
rangements are by Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

Ron was born on Nov. 
25, 1942, in Soudan. He 
was married to Delores 
Niskanen in Menominee, 
Mich., on Aug. 14, 1965. 
Ron taught grade school 
there for two years, then 
moved to Ely where he 
taught until he retired. 
They moved to Lake 
Vermilion in 1992 and to 
Cook in 2017.

Ron enjoyed life, and 
together with his family 
enjoyed all seasons of ac-
tivities in God’s great out-
doors. Ron also enjoyed 
kicking tires. The family 
wishes to thank the Cook 
Care Center for the won-
derful care and compas-
sion given to Ron. Thanks 
be to God.

Ron is survived by 
his wife, Delores; son, 
Les (Brenda Edmund-
son); sister, Kathie (Bri-
an) Birk; grandson, Aus-
tin (Caley) Hujanen and 
a great-grandchild due in 
the spring; granddaugh-
ters, Alyssa Hujanen 

(Dustin Olson), Brielle 
Hujanen (Kaden Ratai) 
and Mia Mattifield (Jack 
Tanner); sisters-in-law, 
Edith (Jim) Vetort, Viola 
Youngquist, Lydia Coble, 
Judy Franklin and Ellen 
Nowack; brothers-in-law, 
Norman Niskanen, Ray-
mond (Joy) Niskanen 
and William (Sherry) Ni-
skanen; as well as many 
cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.

He was preceded in 
death by his son, Ronald 
Jr.; parents, Helen and Re-
ino Hujanen; in-laws, Hel-
en and Wilho Niskanen; 
brothers-in-law, Donald, 
Russell and John; and sis-
ter-in-law, Elaine.

Esther E. McKenzie 
It is with profound 

sadness that we announce 
the passing of our beloved 
mother, Esther Ellen 
“Bubs/Bubba” McKenzie 
at the age of 92 on Friday, 
Dec. 9, 2022. The family 
is especially grateful to 
Alesha Johnson for the 
loving and professional 
care she gave to our Mom 
in her final years. Her pos-
itive attitude made every-
thing easier.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held on Friday, 
Dec. 16 at Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church in Hoyt 
Lakes with Fr. Kristoffer 

McKusky celebrating.  
Interment was in Maple 
Hill Cemetery in Hibbing. 
Arrangements were by 
Ziemer-Moeglein-Shata-
va Funeral Home in Au-
rora.

Born into the close-
knit Griffiths family from 
Hibbing and Little Swan, 
she was a woman full of 
class and sass from the 
very beginning. Just as her 
mother raised her to do, 
Bubs pursued education 
for much of her life. She 
graduated from Hibbing 
High School in 1948 and 
the College of St. Scho-
lastica in 1953. She later 
returned to St. Scholasti-
ca and earned a graduate 
certificate in Gerontolo-
gy. She retired from the 
Minnesota Senior Feder-
ation in 2008. For many 
years, she was involved 
in ministry at Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church in 
Hoyt Lakes. Our mother 
dedicated her life to help-
ing others. 

Bubs loved life and a 
good hardware store. She 
thought of herself as an 
amateur electrician, al-
though the occasional 
spark and smoke would 
indicate otherwise. Even 
into her 90s, she had an ad-
venturous spirit and “Fear 
Of Missing Out”, never 
wanting to miss a party or 
gathering. She also never 
met a side road she did 
not want to explore. She 
leaves behind a legacy of 
love, strong faith, sense of 
humor, and spunk. Fam-
ily was everything to her 
and she was everything 
to us. She loved the Wolf 
Lake cabin, sitting on the 
dock or sitting by the fire, 
enjoying her morning cof-
fee, and a gin and tonic or 
glass of wine in the eve-
ning. 

She is survived by her 
children, Mary (Robert) 
Edwards, James (Karla) 

Patrick, Shawn (Sandra), 
Timothy, Bridget (David) 
Goette, Bryan (Molly), 
Megan (Grant) Stevenson 
and Cathlin (Ken) Lars-
en; grandchildren, Ash-
ley, Jessica (Nick), Grant, 
Matthew, Alex, Ian, An-
ders, Erin, Eleanore and 
Grace; great-grandchil-
dren, Kira and Miriam; 
sister-in-law, Dorothy 
Griffiths; and many nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Ed Maloney, killed trag-
ically in 1951; husband, 
James McKenzie in 2017; 
granddaughter, Emma; 
and nine siblings, Roy, 
Mary Margaret, Patricia, 
John, Ed, Eleanore, Julia, 
Bryan and (Deacon) Jim. 

Dorothy J. Harri 
Dorothy Jane Skery-

anc Harri, 89, of Ely, 
passed away at Boundary 
Waters Care Center on 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022. 
Family arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

She is survived by her 
nephew, Al Kovall; niec-
es, Deb (Prijatel) Edwards 
and Jeanne (Kovall) Han-
ninen, both of Ely; and 
many more nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews in Ely, 
Babbitt, Alaska, Min-
nesota and California. 

Donna M. Meacham 
Donna Mable Rogers 

Meacham, 81, of Auro-
ra, died on Monday, Dec. 
12, 2022. Funeral services 
were held on Thursday, 
Dec. 22 at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church in Palo 
with Pastors Steve Banks 
and Jeanne Madsen offi-
ciating. Interment was in 
the Rauha Cemetery in 
Palo. Arrangements were 
by Ziemer-Moeglein-Sha-
tava Funeral Home in Au-

rora.
She is survived by 

her children, Larry (Max-
ine) Meacham of East 
Bethel, Gordon (Kris) 
Meacham of Embarrass 
and Lynn (Rick) Jones of 
Aurora; grandchildren, 
Kristen Mullens, Julie 
(Tyler) Koski, Joshua 
(Jessica) Jones, Alyssa 
(Chris) Sumner, Amber 
(Nate) Holmstrom, Re-
nee (Matt) Lane, Melissa 
(Jon) Semmelroth and 
Marcell (McKayla) Mea-
cham; nine great-grand-
children and three on-the-
way; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Phillip A. Haburn
Phillip Arnold 

Haburn, 76, of Babbitt, 
passed away on Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, 2022, at his 
home. A memorial service 
will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 20, 2023, 
at New-Life Church in 
Alexandria, followed by 
a burial service at Lake-
side Cemetery in Osakis. 
A celebration of life will 
be held in Babbitt at a lat-
er date. Arrangements are 
with Landmark Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

He is survived by 
his children, Carol Ann 
(Brierley) Haburn, Sean 
Phillip Haburn and Shan-
non Marie (Brian) Shin; 
grandchildren, Rachel 
AnnMarie Simmons, 
Gabby Rose Gonzalez, 
Isabel Rose Gonzalez, 
Alyx Sean Haburn, Jordan 
Haburn, Bryson Shin and 
Preston Shin; and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Jon Malek
Jon Malek, 61, of 

Tower, passed away on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 
2022, at his home. Funer-
al services will be held at 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 31 at Kerntz Funer-

al Home in Ely with vis-
itation at 11 a.m. Follow-
ing the service there will 
be a gathering from 1-4 
p.m. at Grand Ely Lodge. 
Family arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by 
his wife, Theresa Le-
var Malek; father, James 
(Faith) Malek Sr.; half-sis-
ter, Roseanne Malek; 
brother, James (Stacey 
Moen) Malek Jr. and 
nephew, Jacob (Leah) 
Malek and niece, Court-
ney Malek; brother, Josef 
(Sue) Malek and nephew, 
Michael Malek; brother, 
Karel (Jade) Malek and 
nephew, Chase Malek and 
niece, Chelsea Malek.

Ross Houle
Ross E. Houle, 67, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, at 
his home. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

He is survived by 
his wife, Lisa; daughter, 
Lindsey (Joe); son, Jere-
my; brother, Glenn (Jan-
et); sister, Janis (Judy); 
three grandchildren; and 
special friend, Rosemary 
Vesel.

Charlotte Gallagher 
Charlotte “Dottie” 

Gallagher, 80, of Cook, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 2022. Services are 
pending with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home of Cook.  

Susan McGrath 
Susan McGrath, 68, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022, 
at Boundary Waters Care 
Center in Ely. Family ar-
rangements have been en-
trusted to Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely.
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THANK YOU
The Tower-Soudan Area Singers would 

like to thank everyone who attended these 
three Monday evening Caroling Concerts.

We want to give a special thank you to 
Dianna Sunsdahl, who organized the Brei-
tung Township gathering at the Breitung 
Community Center.

Thanks to Mary Batinich for getting 
things “heated up” in the Vermilion Cultural 
Center, and to all who brought holiday treats 
for coffee an’.

And finally, to Brenda Winkelaar and 
Linda DiCasmirro thanks for one fine pot 
of chili served following our final sing in the 
Pike River Products store recently opened 
by Terry and Dianna Sunsdahl.

TSAS members have more than enjoyed 
presenting the wonderful holiday music.

To all who joined us, thanks for your 
support.

 The Tower-Soudan Area Singers

Have A Healthy Happy Christmas!
from The Cook Hospital

Winning Artist • Ascheron Chapman
KINDERGARTEN

Have A Bright & Merry Christmas!
from BOB’S STANDARD

Winning Artist • Serah Ross
GRADE 6

Have A Festive Christmas!
from Barb Hegg-Vermilion Land Office

Winning Artist • Bradley
Grade 1

MEOWY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
from D’ERICK’S TOWER LIQUORS

Winning Artist • Zaija Schroeder
Grade 2

Have The Merriest Christmas
from Cook Building Center

Winning Artist • Evalynn Shermer
Kindergarten

Have A Cozy Christmas!
from BARB’S CUTTING EDGE

AVA REDETZKE
GRADE 6



129 N Central Ave., Ely

943 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-2800

We Wish You
A Very

Merry Christmas
&

A Happy
New Year!

Lossing’s Power Sports
Lossing Building Center

www.lossings.com
Babbitt, MN

Wishing your family a 
Merry Christmas!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
105 N. Central Ave., Ely

218-365-6745  • 800-223-6565 218-365-4000 • 240 W Sheridan St, Ely

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Us to You!

Stores in: Cook, Tower, Ely, 
Babbitt and Silver Bay

410 E Sheridan St, Ely
218-365-7783

Merry Christmas
 from all of us!

We Wish You A
Merry Christmas and

A Happy New Year! Gift & Sauna Shop
124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218-365-3639

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

     MEALEY’S

JERRY FINK
218-343-1318 • 1296 Hematite Blvd, Ely

Season’s Greetings from...

22 W Sheridan St , Ely  •  218-365-7644

Happy Holidays

Hrs: M-Sat 
7 AM-1 PM

Closed Dec. 24-25 
for the Holiday

MERRY CHRISTMAS
                        from The Cabin!

128 E. Chapman, Ely
218-365-6724

Happy Holidays!

www.netitle.com

545 E. Sheridan St., Ely
218-365-5256

612 13th St. S., Virginia
218-741-1515

WISHING YOU
Abundant Health & Happiness

Now & In The Coming Year

145 W Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555

Season’s Greetings from Us to You!
West of Ely at 30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333

WINTER RATES  •  SPECIAL EVENTS

1111 Hwy. 169
Ely, MN

218-365-3985

Mike & Kathy Brandau
& the Crew from

Brandau Plumbing & Heating
....wish all our customers, old & new,

 a “Very Blessed Christmas.” 

On the
Snowmobile
Trail System! TIM’S AUTO

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
46 W Camp St, Ely

218-365-3291

1340 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-235-4034

February 2-12, 2022 429 E Sheridan St., Ely  •  218-235-1994

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
218-235-0372 • Babbitt, MN

• Serving Northern Minnesota •
“The only garage door guy you will ever need.”

Wintergreen
Dogsled Lodge

1101 Ring Rock Road, Ely, MN 55731
218-349-6128

Season’s Greetings!

Merhar’s Ace 
Hardware
48 E. Chapman St, Ely

218-365-3129

Ely • 365-6765
Babbitt • 827-3618
Virginia • 741-7393

200 W Conan St, Ely • 218-365-8045

Boundary Waters
Care Center

WISHING YOU
Safe & Healthy

Holidays!

205 E Sheridan St, Ely
M-Sat 9AM–5PM, Sun 10AM-4PM

218-365-6602

Happy Holidays
from all of us.
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Merry Christmas
 from all of us!

RANGE COOPERATIVES, INC

705 Main Street • Tower, MN
vermilionculturalcenter.org

SEASON’S GREETINGS!

ELY AUTO
SERVICES

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM ALL OF US! Joe’s Marine & 

Repair
Merry Christmas

To You!
25 W. Chapman St., Ely

218-365-6264 218.365.4855
145 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY MN

Season’s 
Greetings 

from Us 
to You!

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
from all of us at Mike’s Liquor

MIKE’S  LIQUOR

128 E. Chapman St., Ely  •  218-365-5087
11 N Central Ave, Ely

218-365-2333

Merry Christmas 
from us to YOU!

1614 E. Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994

Ely Winton
Historical

Society

Season’s
Greetings!
125 N Central

Ely, MN
218-365-2453

Open Tu-Fri 11-5; Sat 11-4; 
Closed Sun, Mon

1900 E CAMP ST, ELY MN
218-365-3226

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Season’s Greetings
from the crew at Gracies!

129 N Central, Ely MN • 218-365-4653

Happy
Holidays

1406 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-4011

Great
Selection
& Prices!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
 Gear, Outings & More!

145 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-365-4189

110 N 2nd Ave. W, Ely MN
218-235-6106

“Bake up some warm memories this Christmas!”
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year from your friends at
POTLUCK Kitchenware! 

101 East Chapman St • Downtown Ely”
218-235-6135

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Us to You!

102 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-6121

Season’s
Greetings!

Great info
on our 

website!

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM EVERYONE AT 
STEGER MUKLUKS!

218-365-6634  •  ELY MN

BAIT & GEAR
GUIDED TRIPS

ICE HOUSE RENTAL
ArrowheadOutdoorsElyMN.com

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

from these fine local businesses



129 N Central Ave., Ely

943 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-2800

We Wish You
A Very

Merry Christmas
&

A Happy
New Year!

Lossing’s Power Sports
Lossing Building Center

www.lossings.com
Babbitt, MN

Wishing your family a 
Merry Christmas!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
105 N. Central Ave., Ely

218-365-6745  • 800-223-6565 218-365-4000 • 240 W Sheridan St, Ely

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Us to You!

Stores in: Cook, Tower, Ely, 
Babbitt and Silver Bay

410 E Sheridan St, Ely
218-365-7783

Merry Christmas
 from all of us!

We Wish You A
Merry Christmas and

A Happy New Year! Gift & Sauna Shop
124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218-365-3639

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

     MEALEY’S

JERRY FINK
218-343-1318 • 1296 Hematite Blvd, Ely

Season’s Greetings from...

22 W Sheridan St , Ely  •  218-365-7644

Happy Holidays

Hrs: M-Sat 
7 AM-1 PM

Closed Dec. 24-25 
for the Holiday

MERRY CHRISTMAS
                        from The Cabin!

128 E. Chapman, Ely
218-365-6724

Happy Holidays!

www.netitle.com

545 E. Sheridan St., Ely
218-365-5256

612 13th St. S., Virginia
218-741-1515

WISHING YOU
Abundant Health & Happiness

Now & In The Coming Year

145 W Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555

Season’s Greetings from Us to You!
West of Ely at 30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333

WINTER RATES  •  SPECIAL EVENTS

1111 Hwy. 169
Ely, MN

218-365-3985

Mike & Kathy Brandau
& the Crew from

Brandau Plumbing & Heating
....wish all our customers, old & new,

 a “Very Blessed Christmas.” 

On the
Snowmobile
Trail System! TIM’S AUTO

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
46 W Camp St, Ely

218-365-3291

1340 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-235-4034

February 2-12, 2022 429 E Sheridan St., Ely  •  218-235-1994

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
218-235-0372 • Babbitt, MN

• Serving Northern Minnesota •
“The only garage door guy you will ever need.”

Wintergreen
Dogsled Lodge

1101 Ring Rock Road, Ely, MN 55731
218-349-6128

Season’s Greetings!

Merhar’s Ace 
Hardware
48 E. Chapman St, Ely

218-365-3129

Ely • 365-6765
Babbitt • 827-3618
Virginia • 741-7393

200 W Conan St, Ely • 218-365-8045

Boundary Waters
Care Center

WISHING YOU
Safe & Healthy

Holidays!

205 E Sheridan St, Ely
M-Sat 9AM–5PM, Sun 10AM-4PM

218-365-6602

Happy Holidays
from all of us.
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Merry Christmas
 from all of us!

RANGE COOPERATIVES, INC

705 Main Street • Tower, MN
vermilionculturalcenter.org

SEASON’S GREETINGS!

ELY AUTO
SERVICES

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM ALL OF US! Joe’s Marine & 

Repair
Merry Christmas

To You!
25 W. Chapman St., Ely

218-365-6264 218.365.4855
145 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY MN

Season’s 
Greetings 

from Us 
to You!

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
from all of us at Mike’s Liquor

MIKE’S  LIQUOR

128 E. Chapman St., Ely  •  218-365-5087
11 N Central Ave, Ely

218-365-2333

Merry Christmas 
from us to YOU!

1614 E. Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994

Ely Winton
Historical

Society

Season’s
Greetings!
125 N Central

Ely, MN
218-365-2453

Open Tu-Fri 11-5; Sat 11-4; 
Closed Sun, Mon

1900 E CAMP ST, ELY MN
218-365-3226

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Season’s Greetings
from the crew at Gracies!

129 N Central, Ely MN • 218-365-4653

Happy
Holidays

1406 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-4011

Great
Selection
& Prices!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
 Gear, Outings & More!

145 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-365-4189

110 N 2nd Ave. W, Ely MN
218-235-6106

“Bake up some warm memories this Christmas!”
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year from your friends at
POTLUCK Kitchenware! 

101 East Chapman St • Downtown Ely”
218-235-6135

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Us to You!

102 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-6121

Season’s
Greetings!

Great info
on our 

website!

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM EVERYONE AT 
STEGER MUKLUKS!

218-365-6634  •  ELY MN

BAIT & GEAR
GUIDED TRIPS

ICE HOUSE RENTAL
ArrowheadOutdoorsElyMN.com

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

from these fine local businesses
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 
     $23.38/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   (Wage starting  
     at $26.14/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
    (Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Business Office
FT Accounts Receivable/Collections 
Technician- (Wage starting at $18.10/hr)
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.36/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$35.17/hr, $4,000 sign-on bonus)
PT Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at 
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)
Environmental Services
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping 
   and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
   $14.68/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
$14.68/hr)

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Current Openings
LICENSED TEACHER
Vermilion Country School is 

seeking to hire a full-time licensed teacher 
for the 2022-2023 school year.  Position 
open until filled. Salary per established 
pay scale (available by request). Due to 

growing enrollment, we have openings in 
science, social studies and language arts. 
In our school’s teaching model, teachers 

can teach across the curriculum.

The Vermilion Country School is a grades 
7-12 charter school in Tower. The school 
serves a multicultural student body of approx. 
45 students, with an innovative learning model 
that is uniquely-adapted to this rural commu-
nity.  For more information, visit our website at 
www.vermilioncountry.org.

For more information, full job description, 
or an application,  please email 

jsummit@vermilioncountry.org, or call 
218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for office) 

or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

PT PARAPROFESSIONAL 
(afternoons)

Vermilion Country School is seeking to hire a 
part-time paraprofessional to work afternoons 
(M,Tu,Th, Fr 12:30-3:30 p.m., and 12:30-1:30 
p.m. on Wed.) Please call the school office at 

218-753-1246 ext. 2 for details.
 

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
 Positions are available in 

Sales and Production
 Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and 

Year-Round positions available       
 Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing 
employees a safe and fun work 

atmosphere  in Ely, MN for 35 years. 

Email officeassist@mukluks.com 
or call 365-6634 to join the team! tfn

Nurse Practitioner 
Closes: January 09, 2023 

Position Purpose: The Nurse Practitioner pro-
vides diagnostic, preventative, and therapeutic 
health services to patients and family mem-
bers at the Bois Forte and Vermilion Clinics; 
with the ability to function as an independent 
practitioner. The Bois Forte Health & Human 
Services and IHS goal is to raise Indian Health 
status to the highest possible level.

 
Website: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9, 16, 23 & 30 2022

POSITION OPENING
ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS – ISD No. 696

Substitute School Nurse
RATE OF PAY: $29.06/hr.; QUALIFICATIONS: 
Valid state license to practice as a regis-
tered nurse or a licensed practical nurse. 
Background check required. Application 
(non-licensed) available at www.ely.k12.mn.us 
or in the District Office. Return materials to: 
Ely Public Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 600 
E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or email to lwe-
strick@ely.k12.mn.us.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 16 & 23, 2022

CITY OF BABBITT
Assistant Recreation Coordinator

Winter hours are afternoons and evenings, 
and work encompasses maintaining the ice 

arena. $16 an hour, 32 hours per week.

Teen Center Attendant
Hours are evenings. $14 an hour, 

14 hours per week.

Can apply at Babbitt City Hall, or 
      on the City of Babbitt Web page    tfn

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILINGS

Filings for the following offices open on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023, through Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023 at 5 p.m. for the offices of:

1 Supervisor: 3-year term
1 Treasurer: 2-year term

Filing fee is $2.

File the Affidavit of Candidacy at Clerk’s 
Office. Please call 218-355-0163 (cell) for the 
clerk’s office hours. 

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 23 & 30, 2022

FIELD TOWNSHIP
FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with 
the Field Town Clerk at 9998 East Lind 
Rd., Angora from Tuesday, January 3, 2023, 
through Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 5 p.m. 
for the offices of:
    
 1 Supervisor - 3-year term
     1 Treasurer- 2-year term
 
Filing Fee $2.00.

Please call the clerk to make an appointment 
to file your application, 218-780-7012. The 
clerk’s office will be also be open Jan. 17 from 
1-5 p.m. for filing.

Pat Chapman, Clerk, Field Township

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 23 & 30, 2022

Laboratory and X-Ray Technician
Closes: 01/13/2023

 
Position Purpose: The Laboratory and X-Ray 
Technician manages the activities of the lab-
oratory and x-ray department in accordance 
with clinical, administrative policies, Federal, 
State, IHS and CLIA regulations; recommends 
department procedures and methods of opera-
tion, assigns, and supervises the activities of all 
personnel in the department. The incumbent is 
responsible for performing x-ray examinations 
and lab collections and testing, urine drug 
screens, infectious control, and safety for the 
clinic setting. Incumbent is responsible for sup-
ply ordering for all materials and related duties 
to support patient care.

 
Website Address: 

https://boisforte.com/jobs/ 
            ** Excellent Benefits!!**        12/30

Read us online at
timberjay.com

218-753-2950



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Closed Weekends

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/18/2022 North

ORDER TODAY
& RECEIVE A

$100 GIFT CARD

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. 3-year price guarantee 
requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment and covers core 
programming, local networks, and equipment. Early termination fee of $20/mo. 
remaining applies if you cancel early. Offer ends 4/12/23. 99% signal reliability 
based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions. 
*Thursday Night Football: Internet connected Hopper and a Prime Video subscription required.

A TV PRICE YOU CAN RELY ON

3-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

A TV Price you can rely on
- only from DISH

ONLY FROM DISH

1-855-562-4309Call us now!

*Restrictions Apply

3-Year TV Price Guarantee

Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone from
NFL Network

99% Signal Reliability, now
backed by our Reliability
Guarantee

Call 1-855-942-1350 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YF51

* Only $24.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 
48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YF51

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $13!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

CLOSED
Christmas: Dec. 23-26

New Years: Dec. 30-Jan. 2

Merry Christmas
from all of us to all of you!

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU...

CLOSED • DECEMBER 24-26 & 31; JANUARY 1 & 2

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS!

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Clean, 
minimalist,

modern
styles!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

$7.64
Pallet price $6.99

LOOK WHAT WE’VE GOT!Premium Hardwood Pellets
The Good Kind

40 lb. bag

Cash & Carry Only

Merry Christmas to All Our Customers!
Closed Dec. 24, 25, 26, 31,  Jan 1 & 2

Enjoy This Magical Season!
from Fortune Bay Resort Casino

Winning Artist • Raymond Boshey
Grade 3

We Wish You A Joyous Christmas!
from LAMPPA MANUFACTURING. INC

Winning Artist • Nolan Lenci
GRADE 5

BEST Wishes at Christmas!
from COMO GAS

Winning Artist • Payton Edwards
Grade 1

Simply...Have a Happy Holiday!
from LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

Winning Artist•Lucy Pecchia
Grade 6

Let The World Celebrate Holidays!
from THE CITY OF TOWER

Winning Artist • Raven Rettke
Kindergarten

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
from BROTEN CONSTRUCTION

Winning Artist • Boone Broten
Grade 1

Season’s Greetings To You All!
from Frandsen Bank & Trust-Tower

Winning Artist • Harley Banks
Grade 4


