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North Woods, NER to swap principals

Surprising change to take effect Jan 1; comes following concerns over discipline at North Woods School

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- A new year
will bring new leadership to two
area schools, as North Woods
Principal John Vukmanich and
Northeast Range Principal Kelly
Engman will swap roles begin-
ning Jan. 1.

North Woods parents were
notified of the surprising develop-
mentby Vukmanich on Friday via
the district’s Campus Messenger
system:

“Our Superintendent, Dr.
(Reggie) Engebritson,has looked
atthe needs of our schools and the
leadership styles of our principals,
and has made the decision that as
of Jan. 1, I will be reassigned

to Northeast Range School in
Babbitt. Current Northeast Range
Principal Mrs.Kelly Engman will
be coming to North Woods to be
the new Principal.”

Engebritson told the
Timberjay on Monday that
switching Vukmanich and
Engman now would facilitate
future staffing changes at both
schools.

“I am making this change
mid-year because we are hiring
an assistant principal for North
Woods and looking at some
changes to the support team at
Northeast Range for the next
school year,” Engebritson said.
“Having two new administrators
start at the same time at North
Woods would not be beneficial
and so making this change now

will allow each principal time to
learn about their new school and
then be involved in the hiring
process for additional staff.”
Engebritson acknowledged
that some might disagree with her
decision,but that she believesitis
the right one from the perspective
ofthe students. The Timberjay did
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CITY OF TOWER

Council OKs
three-percent
levy hike for
next year

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — For the first time
in three years, the city council here
has voted to increase the city’s tax
levy, by three percent over the 2022
levy of $394,761. That will push the
city’s property tax levy to $406,604
next year.

Many city residents are likely to
face an even bigger increase in their
property taxes next year,however,in
large partdue to achange in the fiscal
disparities pool which is costing the
city about $20,000 for 2023. That,
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Paul Bunyan awarded grant for expanded broadband

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL-OnlyoneNorth
Country broadband proposal was
funded by the Minnesota Dept.
of Employment and Economic
Development in the latest round
of Border-to-Border grantawards
released last week.

Competition for the awards
was intense, and less than half
of those entities that submitted
proposals received grants. In
all, 61 projects in 48 counties
received almost $100 million to
bring high-speed broadband too
an additional 30,000 locations.

Paul Bunyan
Communications (PBC) hasbeen

awarded $3.05 million to expand
its fiber optic services to portions
of Ball Bluff, Bearville, Cornish,
French, Pike, Sandy, Verdon
and Wuori Townships in Aitkin,
Itasca and St Louis counties.
This $7.63 million all-fiber optic
project will pass a minimum of
1,035 locations. PBC and local
townships will be investing $4.58

million to build out the system.
“We are excited to continue
our expansion efforts to provide
access to broadband Internet
speeds to those without it in our
region,” said Gary Johnson, PBC
CEO/General Manager. “Our
cooperative has a long history of
expanding our network to under-
served areas, but it has become
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piragis.com

piragis.com

218 - 365 - 6745

8y SKI & Winter Camping Rentals

1] ~Various Sales Throughout the Store~
GREAT NEW TITLES ON OUR BOOKSTORE SHELVES!

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
boundarywaterscatalog.com

increasingly challenging to go
it alone without grant support.
These areas will now not only
get broadband access, but they
will also go from slow satellite
or dial up Internet to speeds of
up to a 10 Gigabits per second
and become part of one of the

See...AWARD pg. 9
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Ice Candle and Holiday Gathering set for

Saturday, Dec. 17 in Embarrass

EMBARRASS — The Embarrass Cemetery will
be aglow Saturday, Dec. 17 during the annual Ice
Candle display and holiday gathering. A holiday
gathering will be held at the Embarrass Town Hall
from 4-6 p.m. The public is welcome to come for
coffee and Christmas goodies. There will be crafts
for kids as well as a visit from Santa.

If interested in donating cookies or bars for the
holiday gathering, they can be dropped off at the
Town Hall. Call the clerk’s office at 218-984-2084
with questions or to volunteer with placing and light-
ing candles.

Oh Fffudge! Lyric Center presents
A Christmas Story, The Musical

VIRGINIA - The Laurentian Arts and Culture
Alliance (Lyric Center for the Arts) is presenting The
Range’s first full-scale, all-ages, community theater
musical since the beginning of the pandemic; with
shows continuing through Dec. 16, 17 and 18, at
Minnesota North College’s Mesabi Range Virginia
Campus. American Sign Language interpreters will
be on hand for the
Friday, December 16
performance.

Based on the book
by Jean Shepherd, the
film adaptation has be-
come an annual holiday
tradition for many fam-
ilies. With a musical
twist, the story follows
young Ralphie in the
1940s and his quest to
acquire an Official Red
Ryder carbine-action
200-shot Range Model
air rifle for Christmas.
Much to the chagrin
of everybody Ralphie
encounters who consis-
tently remind him that he’ll shoot his eye out.

The show features well-known Range musi-
cian and singer Steven Solkela as The Old Man and
introduces audiences to 11-year-old Parker Feldt as
Ralphie. Rounding out the lead cast are Amy Peter-
son as Mother, Jase Matuszak as Jean Shepherd, and
9-year-old Dawson Paino as Ralphie’s kid brother
Randy.

Directed by Susan Nelson, with musical direc-
tion by Dorothy Sandness, and technical direction by
Dustin Davidson, the show includes about 20 actors
spanning across generations in age. Q’ori Goerdt
serves as Stage Manager and is the glue holding it all
together.

Also featured in the show are classic 1940s imag-
es from the Iron Range courtesy of the Virginia Area
Historical Society.

In order to assist in funding the production, The
Lyric has partnered with Canelake’s Candies in Virgin-
ia, Minnesota’s oldest candy store, to sell commemora-
tive packages of “Oh Fffudge.” A play on the memora-
ble scene in the show where Ralphie says “Oh Fudge”
while changing a tire with The Old Man. Though he
doesn’t actually say "Fudge." He says “the word. The
big one. The Queen Mother of dirty words.” Not to
worry, there are no curse words starting with F in the
show. Each half-pound box features Ralphie on the
label and is $10. The fudge is available in chocolate
peppermint and chocolate marshmallow. The fudge
stores well in the freezer and makes a great stocking
stuffer or Christmas gift.

Advanced tickets for A Christmas Story, The Mu-
sical as well as commemorative “Oh Fffudge” pack-
ages courtesy of Canelake’s are available at lyriccen-
teronline.org, by phone (218) 741-5577, in person at
the Lyric Center at 510 Chestnut Street in Virginia
Thursdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and at the door of
each performance depending on availability.

A Christmas Story, The Musical is generously
sponsored by Canelake’s Candies, Buhl Water Compa-
ny, Discover the Range, and W.A. Fisher.
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FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
provided by

Ely Community Health Center

Thursday evenings 5:30-7 p.m.
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
- No appointment necessary -

o — o

Contact us for more information
218-365-5678 or email us
director@elycommunityhealth.org

GET PUBLISHED

Minnesota North Gollege's Spring Thaw

magazine submission period now open

GRAND RAPIDS - Minnesota
North College’s annual literary and
arts magazine, Spring Thaw seeks
submissions of stories, poems, cre-
ative nonfiction, photography, and
photographed art from both estab-
lished and aspiring writers and art-
ists for the 2023 edition of the mag-
azine. Printed annually since the
1970s, this year’s edition will award
a $100 prize for one accepted entry
in prose, poetry, and art as selected
by the editorial board.

Drew Olson, faculty advisor
and managing editor at Spring Thaw
said the 2022 edition, published
both in print and online at www.

springthawmagazine.com, fea-
tured both new and established
writers not just from region, but
also from various states across
the upper Midwest and Great |
Plains region.

The $100 prize award, new
to the publication for 2023,
is possible by a donation and
sponsorship from the Minne-
sota North College—Itasca Campus
Foundation. Olson said he hopes it
will help to further expand the pub-
lication’s interest and reach in the
greater northern region of the state.

Submissions of work from writ-
ers and artists will be accepted until

February 15,
2023. Submis-
sion informa-
tion for can be
found at www.
springthaw-
magazine.com.

Published
annually,
Spring  Thaw
is a literary and arts magazine pro-
duced by students and faculty of
Minnesota North College, and its six
campuses throughout greater north-
eastern Minnesota.

CAROLING IN TOWER-SOUDAN

Makers’ market and mixer

on Saturday, Dec. 17

ELY- The Northern Lakes Arts
Association and the Ely Folk School
will host a makers’ market and mix-
er at the folk school on Dec. 17,
from 2-5 p.m. Attendees can shop
for last-minute Christmas gifts at the
event. The musical entertainment
for the mixer portion of this event
is Joey Kenig, who will perform
from 4-5 pm.

Slovenian walnut potica
Making on Dec. 17

ELY- The Ely Folk School will
conduct a class on how to make
yummy Slovenian walnut potica
on Dec. 17, from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Cost is $42. The class can be taken
either in person or online. Register
at the folk school website.

ARTS EVENTS IN ELY

December art show and
Dec. 16 reception

In collaboration with the Ely
State Theater, the NLAA Decem-
ber art show is currently open and
will run through Dec. 18. The show
displays the works of artist Dafne
Caruso in a collection entitled “Ely
and Beyond.” The folk school will
host a reception for the show on
Dec. 16 at 5 p.m. in the lobby of the
Ely State Theater.

Deadline for Ely Art Walk
extended through Dec. 20

Local artists are invited to par-
ticipate in the Ely Art Walk, a walk-
ing art gallery held in conjunction
with Ely Winter Festival. Artists can
display and sell their work in Ely
storefronts throughout the month of
February. Artists with a connection
to Ely can register at www.elyar-
twalk.org. There is a minimal fee
of $10/individual or $30/group. All

The Tower-Soudan Area Singers will host their
final night of caroling on Monday, Dec. 19 at
6:30 p.m. at Sulu's in Tower. The concert will be
outdoors, weather-permitting, so please dress
warmly or people can park nearby and listen in
their cars. Chili will be served inside the shop.

sales go to the artist. The deadline
to apply has been extended to Dec.
20. Email any questions to artists@
elyartwalk.org.

Apply for the NLAA 2023
art show season by Jan.
15

Applications are currently be-
ing accepted for the 2023 NLAA
art show season. The organization
wishes to showcase the work of BI-
POC and LGBTQIA+ artists during
2023. Artists selected for one of the
monthly shows will receive a $250
stipend. Applications are available
at  https://www.northernlakesarts.
org/2023-art-show-application.

All Your
Feed & Seed
Needs

HIBBING

Nz
ED

COOK MEDICAL

Scenic J Rivers

HEALTH SERVICES
Providing @m&’f? and %Wnﬂ@ Care
OR

Every Patient at Every Visit
TOWER CLINICS

262-3049 .|

Poor balance, falls and lim
issues facing older adults.

specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable.
Physical Therapy can help

PHONE: 218-481-76053

FALL PREVENTION

% living well
Physical Therapy Clinics in

Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

create an individual program to address your

mobility and live your best |i

WEBSITE: hiving-well-therapy.com

20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

COOK DENTAL

(218) 666-5941

ited activity are common
We will work with you to

The staff at Living Well
?{gu restore your
e

12 S River Street, Cook MN
Open Monday - Friday

Matthew Holmes, MD
Nicholas Vidor, MD
Eric Elleby, MD
Rachel Beldo, APRN
Amy Banks, MD

Celin Williams, LICSW

f]in

(218) 666-5958

Your Local Providers

Chatles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP

Erin Thielbar, NP

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org Through Cook Hospital

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building
Open Monday through Friday

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405
DENTAL (218) 753-6061

Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS

Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

24 Hour Emergency Care Available
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD
TWP- The state of the
Greenwood Fire Depart-
ment was again the focus
of the township’s regular
monthly meeting.

Long-time fire de-
partment members Mike
Indihar and Tom Mortal-
oni spoke about mainte-
nance work that had been
performed in the past
few years. Lack of main-
tenance on department
equipment has been a fo-
cus of the town board the
past few months as well as
one of the issues that led
to the termination of the
former chief and assistant
chief.

“We have other jobs,”
said Indihar, “We don’t
work full-time here. We
get things done as quickly
as we can do it.”

Indihar also noted
that the department used
to work with a mechanic
who did regular mainte-
nance on the equipment,
but after that individual
retired, the former town
board didn’t take any ac-
tion.

“We didn’t get sup-
port,” he said.

Indihar noted two of
the main fire trucks had
passed their DOT inspec-
tions, and department
members had done nu-
merous repairs on the fire
boats.

Indihar also said that
many department mem-
bers do not trust the new
fire chief Jeff Maus.

“People are show-
ing up at fire department
meetings to see what is
going on,” he said. “We
don’t feel safe with Jeff
Maus.”

Mortaloni said the
time he had spent work-
ing on the fire department
equipment was basically
volunteering for the town-
ship.

“I work at Minntac,”
he said. “I don’t care
about the $10 an hour. We

are responding to calls be-
cause we care about our
township.”

Town board mem-
bers again requested that
fire department members
keep maintenance logs in
all the apparatus, detailing
mileage in and out, main-
tenance checks, and any
service needed.

Maus said he had
realized that not all of
the department members
were given the instruc-
tions to maintain the logs,
and the department was
working on getting this
and other information to
all the members.

Maus also told the
board that Mortaloni had
done a “heck of a lot of
work on our equipment
and we really do appre-
ciate that.” He added that
the board needed to be
informed, and one way
would be reviewing ve-
hicle logs. Members had
been detailing such work
on run reports, but those
aren’t readily available for
review by the town board.

The board voted to
raise the regular hourly
rate for fire department
members from $10 to $15
for training and meet-
ings. The cost would be
an additional $3,500, he
said, based on 2022 train-
ing and meeting hours
submitted by members.
Members are required to
attend at least 12 meetings
or trainings a year, plus re-
spond to a certain number
of actual calls, to qualify
for the annual pension.

They also approved
a request from Maus
to change the meet-
ing schedule to include
twice-a-month  training
meetings starting in 2023
and squeeze any regular
business required into the
training meetings. The
board agreed to bring in
outside instructors for up
to 12 meetings a year. The
other 12 meetings would
include truck mainte-
nance, work in the hall, re-
viewing the standard oper-
ating guidelines (SOGs),

GREENWOOD

Fire department again on the agenda

and training of township
equipment. The outside
trainings cost $500. The
township has a grant that
would cover $3,000 of the
cost of these classes.

“We do such a wide
breadth of stuff,” Maus
said. “We need to spend
more time on training.”

Maus said he wants
to focus the training on
things that are the highest
risk events.

Maus said the de-
partment is starting to
use a software program to
computerize run reports
and other department
business. The software
is available at no charge
through the state fire mar-
shal. This will allow the
department to easily ac-
cess all the information
from both fire, medical,
and rescue calls, instead
of having to sort through
hundreds of paper reports.

The fire department
is still looking to fill open
positions and recruit new
members. The board ap-
proved changing the job
description for the admin-
istrative assistant to open
it up to someone who is
not a trained fire fighter.

The board discussed
the issue of terminating
two fire department mem-
bers who had stopped par-
ticipating, one about eight
months ago, the other for
over a year. The board de-
cided to send registered
letters to determine if
these members intended
to continue their mem-
bership, and then would
consider termination at
the January meeting. The
department will also be
notifying four department
members who did not
meet the requirements for
earning their pension for
2022.

The board appointed
Maus and John Bassing
to work on the budget for
the 2024 levy which will
be voted on at the March
14, 2023, annual meet-
ing. Maus said that town-

ship spending is running
about $90,000 lower this
year than the previous
year. Maus also asked the
board to consider adding
in a capital replacement
fund for fire department
equipment and levying a
specific amount each year
to build up the fund. He
said the department will
be creating an equipment
replacement plan. He not-
ed the cost to replace the
two engines on the big
fire boat will be between
$50,000 and $60,000.

Interim Clerk JoAnn
Bassing asked the board
to consider upping the
hours for the clerk posi-
tion from the current 12
hours a week.

“Former Clerk Sue
Drobac found the job
couldn’t be done and re-
signed,” she said. “The
next clerk only did some
of the duties, just those
specified in the statute,
and not what the board
needed.”

Bassing said she had
put in many extra hours
when she first took over
the position.

“This isn’t about my
running again,” she said.
“I am not sure if I am.”

JoAnn said the board
needed a competent and
conscientious person for
the position, and they
needed to pay for the
hours that are required to
do the job.

Drobac said the board
needed to review the du-
ties required for both the
clerk and treasurer before
making a decision.

Other husiness

In other business the
board:

» Heard from Interim
Treasurer Jeff Maus that
the new CD rate for town-
ship reserves will be pay-
ing 4.75-percent interest
and will pay out approx-
imately $23,000 in inter-
est to the township over
the two-year term. “This
basically pays the treasur-
er salary for two years,”
Maus said.

>» Agreed to pay a
conciliation court order of
$170 plus the $80 filing
fee to Tammy Mortalo-
ni, who had filed a claim
against the township for a
total of $1,053. The claim
was for late payment
of wages when she was
working as deputy trea-
surer. The court found that
most of the delay was un-
derstandable, but not all.
Town board members ex-
plained the delay was due
to a processing error by
the payroll firm the town-
ship uses, and the town-
ship was not notified that
the payment they had en-
tered did not go through.
The township had notified
Tammy of the reason for
the delay.

» Heard the McGrath
report on ambulance ser-
vices should be completed
by the end of December.

» Heard an update
from Supervisor Rick
Stoehr on the heating sys-

FREE
DENTAL

CLEANINGS

AVAILABLE
provided by

Ely Community
Health Center

Make an appointment
call us at
603-502-2268
or email us at
dental ECHC@gmail.com

tem in the town hall and
fire hall. Cleaning and
repairs are underway, and
one of the furnace units
is not working and will
need to be replaced at a
cost of $6,258. The board
also approved installing
additional hanging power
cords in the fire hall, so
that cords are not running
on the floor.

» Heard that the
board is still working on
getting quotes for a new
website provider.

» Heard that Interim
Clerk JoAnn Bassing will
be posting regular office
hours now that she is re-
tiring from her dentist job.

» Made $100 do-
nations to both the W.C.
Heiam Foundation and the
St. Louis County Fair.

CookVFW
POST 1757

HAPPY HOUR « 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI,

- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

VIKINGS e
GAMES -k
Happy Hour & &

during game and ﬁo

regular 4-6 PM
POT LUCK

(Food always provided)

FRIDAY
BURGER NIGHT ¢ 4:30-7 PM

DECEMBER 16
Chili + Broccoli Cheese Soup

Take-Out 666-0500
206 1st St SW, Cook, MN

Coall for CArtiata

Register by Dec 20th at

ElyArtWalk.org

YOU can do this! Not just for visual artists -
think knitting, woodworking, sewing, beading,
ceramics, leatherworking, music and more

artwalk

REAL ESTATE

exp

MLS#143953 $310,000

WE NEED LISTINGS!

Contact us for a free
property valuation

218-666-5352

info@hicrealty.com bicrealty.com

COOK 2 BR, 1 BA, 1-stall detached garage. 225 ft
Lake Vermilion shore with a boathouse. Potential
for year-round use. MLS#144156 $415,000

COOK 3 BR, 2 BA, 3-stall detached garage. 200 ft
of Lake Vermilion shoreline with lift-out dock in a
quiet cove. MLS#143882 $624,000

BAR/RESTAURANT This “turn-key” business
opportunity includes business and 4,800 sq ft
building for seating up to 150 people and 15
acres. Great location, minutes from ATV/snowmo-
bile trails, golf course, Lake Vermilion and city of
Cook. Call for more details! MLS#144140 $475,000

ANGORA 4 BR, 1 BA, 2-stall garage country
home on 79 acres. 1,800 ft Rice River frontage.

WE SELL
THE NORTH!

\ VERMILION

3

* Real Estate Appraisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!

vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

1-866-753-8985

Cook ¢ Tower * Virginia

A—
= RE/MAX
A 4

Lake Country

we 218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

MLS#143776

Association

Britt-$45,000 3+ acre building site just 10 miles north
of Virginia. Wooded and private. MLS#143945

Britt-$59,900 4+ acre building site. Wooded with a
pond and privacy. MLS#143948

Elbow Lake-$159,000 530 ft of shoreline on 3.83 acres
with towering pines. Road-access! MLS#136256

Long Lake-$219,000 Want privacy and lots of it? Look
no further. This beautiful off the grid Voyaguer 3 BR
log cabin has generator power and sits on 13.54 acres
and 700 ft of shoreline on Long Lake. Boat-access.

Sandpoint Lake-$225,000 Furnished 3 BR cabin on
2.77 acres located on the SE point just north of the
Canadian customs facility. Cabin has metal roof, family
room, garage and shed at the water’s edge. Electric
service available from Canadian Sandpoint Power
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Young voters

The GOP has lost an entire generation.
It’s not because of professors.

Think liberal professors
are pushing young voters into
the open arms of the Demo-
cratic Party? Think again.

Republicans are doing
themselves a tremendous dis-
service by turning to easy (and
false) answers to explain the
utter collapse in support for the
party among younger Vvoters.
Republicans have been blam-
ing liberal professors with in-
doctrinating young people for
more than 50 years.

Does anyone think there
were fewer liberal professors
in the 1960s and 1970s? Yet
when presented a Republican
candidate who spoke to their
concerns or presented an up-
beat portrait of America and
its future, young voters backed
Republicans. Nixon won the
youth vote in 1972 by six
points and Ronald Reagan cap-
tured the youth vote 61-39 in
1984, a margin that exceeded
his overall winning percentage.
George W. Bush, as recently as
2000, won as many votes from
young people as Al Gore.

Young people, traditional-
ly, have shown the least alle-
giance to a particular party, but
have shown time and again that
they respond to a hopeful mes-
sage that speaks to issues that
concern them.

Young people live in a
very different world than those
of us from the older genera-
tions grew up in. They came of
age in a time of greater cultur-
al freedom than at any time in
American history and they are
more tolerant of diversity than
any previous generation.

They’ve also witnessed
colossal policy failures by
Republican leadership. Voters
under 40 in the U.S. came into
political consciousness in the
wake of 9/11 and witnessed a
disastrous war promoted by
the Bush administration based
on lies. They watched the fi-
nancial meltdown under the
Bush administration that left
many new college graduates
struggling with tuition debt
and a job market that was slow
to provide them with the eco-
nomic opportunities they had
expected.

They saw a Democratic
president in Barack Obama
who was relatively young,
hopeful in his outlook, and
addressed, within the limits
of our political process, issues
that were of concern to young-
er Americans.

And then they saw the
darkness that consumed the
Republican Party and that has
yet to release its grip. Donald
Trump was the opposite of
hopeful. He was the candidate
of white grievance, who railed
about ‘“American carnage”
and spewed a hateful message
while pretending the concerns
of young people— issues like
climate change, economic and

racial inequality, the crushing
influence of student debt, and
police brutality, were mere
hoaxes perpetrated by radical
left activists and, apparently,
professors.

At the same time, they wit-
ness a Republican Party that
has been more than happy to
mimick Trump’s rhetoric, par-
ticularly his vilification of “the
other,” whether they are immi-
grants, people of color, gays
and lesbians, or trans. Keep in
mind, most young people have
grown up in a world that’s ra-
cially diverse and where vari-
ances in sexual orientation are
of little concern to the people
they know. Most young people
don’t care if a trans person is in
their bathroom at school, and
many of them can’t understand
why Republicans are riling up
their parents and grandparents
over such a trivial issue.

If there is actual indoc-
trination of young people in
schools, it’s that teachers reg-
ularly highlight the importance
of kindness, understanding,
sharing, and tolerance of our
differences. Today’s GOP dis-
misses such tenets of the Gold-
en Rule as “wokeness” and
elevates cruelty toward others
in both their rhetoric as well as
their policies. Is it any wonder
they’re facing a mismatch with
young voters?

Young people were wit-
ness to four years of the Trump
presidency and saw him order
the tear-gassing of peaceful
protestors of the George Floyd
killing in front of the White
House, while he praised armed
and violent right-wing pro-
testors who stormed the U.S.
Capitol, leaving one police of-
ficer dead and more than one
hundred wounded. They saw
a president whose only major
economic policy was a mas-
sive tax cut for corporations
and the uber-wealthy, which
simply exacerbated America’s
already glaring economic in-
equality. And they watched
as he appointed ultra-conser-
vative justices to the U.S. Su-
preme Court who promptly
overturned Roe v. Wade. Per-
haps the only surprise in the
2022 elections was that the
Democrats won the youth vote
by ONLY a 28-point margin.

If Republicans want to lay
blame for the astonishing gap
in support among young peo-
ple, they should stop blaming
teachers, college professors,
and popular culture and start
looking in the mirror. When
young people see a party that
preaches intolerance, that re-
stricts individual freedom, pro-
motes inequality, and pretends
climate change isn’t happen-
ing, they don’t need professors
to tell them which candidates
to support. They can figure that
out for themselves.
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Letters from Readers

Kudos to the
Timberjay

What wonderful enter-
tainment to read the dispar-
agement of Maxwell Helm-
berger by a Dave Akerson.
Pretty obvious where the bet-
ter mind lies.

Here’s some more of Ak-
erson previous writing, “Hil-
lary Clinton was a shoe-in.
Not hardly, she just lied too
much, got caught in many,
and was very incompetent.
Besides her illegal activities.”

Not a whit of proof.

In the same piece Aker-
son assured us of a Trump win
in 2020. No proof there either.
For Akerson, Trump’s lies are
non-consequential by appear-
ances.

Methinks Mr. Akerson is
unacquainted with the chica-
nery of Trump, he of stolen

national secrets... which is
proven. A man who cheated
his contractors repeatedly.

This is the man Akerson ad-
mires.

I can only imagine his
thrill at seeing church usher
Roger Skraba elected, though
the apparent dismissal of the
commandment about bearing
false witness ala 2000 Mules,
promoted by our new State
Representative, raises ques-
tions.

And then Pete Stauber
calling for “our way of life,”
which is currently econom-
ically depressed, seems like
more of a damnation than an
exit strategy.

Then there was the cute-
sy “common sense” campaign
to which most grandfathers
would retort that “common
sense and common courtesy
aren’t ... common”. But that
sloganeering works on some
folks.

There’s some indoctrina-
tion going on for sure. Unfor-
tunately, what is apparent is
the lack of critical thinking.

Thanks for the laughs,
Mr. Akerson. I’ve been miss-
ing Barney Fife.

Jeff Wilfahrt

Ely

Appreciate the
season

As we try to refresh our
friendships and families this
holiday season, let’s draw in
our horns and claws for the
next month or so.

How about we turn off
our televisions and internet
chatter sites, and think for
ourselves.

Without all the bullshit
pouring into our brains from
people we don’t know, we
could maybe get along a little
better, look out for each other,
and make this a better country
to live in, eh?

Dave Porter

Minneapolis

The first and real
story of Christmas

During this holiday sea-
son, we tell of The First Sto-
ry, making it a celebration of
pomp, an affair of gold-em-
broidered vestments and cost-
ly columns of marble, and
choruses of choirs, of jeweled
windows and incense, of the
extreme abundance of gifting
and getting.

Yet, we are unable to find
and feel the simple spiritually
edifying peace and pleasure in
the formerly plain and humble
stable in Bethlehem.

The brown haired, grave
eyed peasant girl, with her
little baby, was witness to
the simple glorious beauty in
the crumbling mud walls and
the low ceiling of the stable,
where the only incense was
the sweet smell of the cow’s
breath.

The only vestments were
the babe’s swaddling clothes,
rough, coarse, fibered from
the hand looms of Nazareth.

The only pomp was the
simple gifts of three wise
men, who were led by a star in
the night. The only chanting,
the quiet crooning of a young
mother holding her first born
babe upon her breast.

A little child lay in the
midst of the stable in a feed
box for animals, with sim-
ple people, his mother and
father, and three wise men, a
little child who would come to

stand in the midst of wise men
and the learned.

They would be gently
taught by this little one, not
to be of self conscience, and
to be defined by their riches,
but to explore the unplumbed
depths of the human heart, to
set aside their learning and
their wisdom, and their earth-
ly mammon, so that in the end,
after all trial has been made
and every expedient tested,
they would discover that the
simplest way is the best, and
humblest means the surest.

It was the helpless child
in the stable, who would be-
come our most profound com-
munity organizer, whose only
act of aggression was rightly
turning over the tables of the
money-changers in the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem, who change
the heart of man by teaching
the enduring loving spirit of
justice, mercy and reciprocal
altruism, for all mankind.

It was the helpless child in
the stable, whose first bed was
a feed box that would come to
spark the mind of man, a spark
that would kindle the world
with the flame of enlightened
and eternal light.

This little child who was
to be the bread of life for hu-
man beings, who sacrificed
his life at the age of 33, ten-
derly taught that each of us
must always offer our gifts of
loving kindness, warm hearts,
and the outstretched hand of
tolerance and love.

He showed mankind how
love and altruism will always
surpass individual greed and
that justice for all was truly
the moral test of our spiritual-
ity, the simple gifts that make
peace on earth, our enduring
transcendent duty, our forever
Christmas story.

T.D. Duff

Ely and Tonka Bay

Your letters

The Timberjay en-
courages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790,
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay.com.

A quick detour in life, to discover wonder

was their attention to the skies.
From features of buildings that
were designed to reveal winter
and summer sol-
stices to the Sun
Dagger calendar
high up on Fajada
Butte, the great-
houses of Cha-
co Canyon and
those who lived
there were in per-
fect sync with the
skies.

Four years ago, on the night
of Dec. 13 and on into the wee
hours before dawn on Dec. 14,
I was in northwest New
Mexico at one of my
favorite spots in the
world, Chaco Culture
National Historical
Park, taking in the peak
of the Geminids meteor
shower.

I'd long wanted
to do that since dis-
covering Chaco back

2005. One of the most DAVID Four  years
fascinating things to ago, I'd come
me about this ancestral COLBUHN back to my Kan-
Puebloan civilization sas  hometown

from Montana to pick up some
things I had in storage there,
and the trip to Chaco was quite
impulsive. I realized the peak of
the Geminids would be the next
night and decided right then and
there to take the “south route”
back to Montana.

An unexpected and some-
what harrowing event on the 12-
hour trek came as I was driving
through the Oklahoma panhan-
dle into New Mexico. I'd en-
countered random tumbleweeds
over the years while driving, but
never a full-blown tumbleweed
storm, at night, no less. Think
blinding blowing Minnesota

snow driven by 40 mph winds,
except replace the snow with
fine dirt and thrown in rolling
tumbleweeds two to three feet
in diameter rolling across your
path in twos, threes, and fours
about every 15-20 seconds. And
do that for a little over 40 miles.
Honestly, I'll take blizzards.
Chaco Canyon may be sit-
uated in a high desert area, but
that doesn’t mean it’s warm in
December. I got to the camp-
ground there about 4:30 p.m.
on the 13th, and it was around
25 degrees with a sprinkling of
snow. Had a topper on the pick-
up at the time, so I caught about

six hours of sleep and woke up
for the show.

The main road through the
park is closed at night, but the
access road along the south is
open, and there was a perfect
spot to park with a view of Faja-
da Butte. By this time it was 14
degrees, so I alternated standing
outside the cab of the truck to
watch for awhile and then sit-
ting inside looking up through
the open sunroof with the heater
cranked up.

I quit counting after 40 or so
meteors. What an amazing light

See DETOURS...pg. 5
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Transparency in
Tower property

taxes

The Timberjay Dec. 9
editorial: “Go big on hous-
ing” was quite an editorial
by the Timberjay staff.
It advocates for some
of the $17 billion dollar
State budget surplus to be
spent in Tower to develop
housing. The Timberjay
states that “Small towns
have become increasingly
attractive places to live.
They’re far safer than big
cities, with a generally
lower cost of living...”

Let’s look at the cost
of living as it pertains to
property taxes in the city
of Tower. I compared
the actual property tax
bills of similarly valued
homes, one in Tower and

one in Greenwood Town-
ship. The home valued at
$469,200 in Tower paid
$9.424 for property taxes
in 2022. The home valued
at $472,300 in Greenwood
paid $4,498 for property
taxes in 2022. The reason
for the huge difference is
Tower’s $5,527.45 levy
on this property to run the
city government, as com-
pared to the $115.83 that
Greenwood levied on a
property of the same val-
ue.

I suspect that this
very high city property tax
levy is one of the reasons
that the planned homes in
the Harbor Shores project,
advertised in the $400,000
range, apparently never
got any takers. The Tim-
berjay’s editorial reads
like quite a sales job. For
most folks, the crushingly

Letters from Readers

high city property tax levy
probably makes owning
a new home in Tower a
non-starter. And I also be-
lieve that since this was
a Timberjay staff written
Editorial, it should have
been disclosed that the
Publisher of the Timber-
jay, Marshall Helmberger,
is the salaried Executive
Director of City’s “Tower
Economic Development
Agency.” Transparency is
a good policy, it just might
help in avoiding future ex-
pensive blunders.

Lee Peterson

Greenwood

Township

Editor’s Note:

Comparing  Green-
wood Township to Tower
reflects a basic lack of un-
derstanding on a number
of levels. For one, Green-

wood has a tax base that
is many, many times that
of Tower (due to the pres-
ence of Lake Vermilion
frontage) which means
that whatever its levy, its
local tax rate will always
be much lower than Tow-
er’s, or any other small
city in northeastern Min-
nesota. One of the rea-
sons the city of Tower has
sought to bring economic
development, including
housing, to the city is to
grow its tax base, which
would help to lower the
overall tax rate for every
property owner in the city.

What’s more, the
city taxpayers pay for
the infrastructure for a
commercial district that
provides important ser-
vices to many residents of
area townships, including
Greenwood, for schools

that educate area children
and for police protection
while those students are
in Tower. The city also
built and manages an air-
port that serves primarily
lake residents, including
residents of Greenwood.
It also manages and over-
sees an ambulance service
that serves Greenwood,
even though the township
is no longer willing to
help fund it.

Finally, Mr. Peterson
is misleading readers by
suggesting that Tower is
an unaffordable place to
live because its property
taxes are comparatively
high on one of the most
expensive residential
properties in city. If you
compare the local taxes
on the average home in
Tower (which is not on
lakeshore), both home

prices and taxes are actu-
ally quite affordable, and
certainly much more so
than in major cities, which
was one of the points of
the editorial. I would sug-
gest Mr. Peterson go back
and read the editorial once
again (which didn’t relate
to Tower, specifically)
with a somewhat more
open mind. His relentless
Tower-bashing does get a
bit old.

Finally, the position
of TEDA director is not
salaried as claimed by Mr.
Peterson and bringing new
housing to Tower or any
other community in this
area benefits everyone and
provides no financial gain
to the Timberjay'’s editori-
al writer. That was a cheap
shot by Mr. Peterson.

REGIONAL- The Northland

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

Northland Foundation awards five Maada’ookiing
grants to Indigenous individuals for diverse projects

Creative, grassroots work approved for $12,500 in funding by Maada ookiing Board Members

»Moira

Villiard:

$2,500

strengthen relationships with the

Foundation is pleased to announce
the individuals and projects being
awarded the most recent round of
Maada’ookiing grants. The Maa-
da’ookiing board reviewed and ap-
proved the following fall 2022 grant
awards:

»Bonnie Fohrenkam: $2,500
To hold weekly beadwork class-
es for community members on the
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Reservation, instructing
participants on traditional and con-
temporary beadwork techniques.

»Nashel Bebeau: $2,500
To hold women-led sewing classes
for members of the Ball Club com-
munity on the Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe Reservation, to learn how to
create their own ribbon skirts.

» Natalie Smith: $2.,500
To hold activities to support the Na-
tive American recovery community
in the Duluth and Cloquet areas as
they strengthen connections in a
good way.

To support the implementation of
Ojibwemowin signage and histor-
ical markers at the Chief Buffalo
Memorial walls by Gichi-Ode Aki-
ing in downtown Duluth.

»Ryan Drew Bajan: $2,500
To hold a multi-day traditional hide
tanning course for youth and adults
on the Bois Forte Band of Chippe-
wa’s Nett Lake and Lake Vermilion
Reservations.

“Our staff and Maada’ookiing
board members are excited to see
the array of projects and activities
that individual grantees are pro-
viding for their communities,” said
Northland Foundation Program
Officer, Cayla Bellanger DeGroat.
“Sharing our gifts in service of our
communities is integral to our tra-
ditional values, and it’s an honor to
be able to offer small grants to assist
the grantees in this good work.”

Maada’ookiing (“the  distri-
bution” in Ojibwe) is a Northland
Foundation program designed to

Indigenous community, build part-
nerships with Native nations, and
offer support for Indigenous com-
munity members to expand capacity
in northeast Minnesota.

Grant opportunities are being
offered three times per year, award-
ing up to $2,500 per grant for Trib-
al citizens, descendants, or those
having kinship ties or affiliation to
Indigenous communities within the
Foundation’s geographic service
area.

Grant applications are accepted
anytime on the online grant portal.
The next application deadline is
February 15, 2023. Those who are
interested in applying for a grant are
encouraged to visit the Northland
Foundation’s website https://www.
northlandfdn.org/ and contact Cay-
la Bellanger DeGroat by email at
cayla@northlandfdn.org or phone
at (218) 730-3387 with questions.

DETOURS...Continued from page 4

show. I wondered quite a
bit about how those living
there in the 800s-1100s
would have viewed it.
Like Voyageurs National
Park, Chaco Canyon is an
International Dark Skies
Park, a perfect place to
view even the faintest me-

teor showers.
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Norman K. Corey
Norman Keith Co-
rey, 93, of Lake Vermil-
ion-Tower, died on Tues-
day, Nov. 29, 2022, at
Essentia Health-Virginia.
A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.
Family services are pro-
vided by Bauman-Vermil-
ion, a Bauman Family Fu-
neral Home in Tower.
Norm was born on
Feb. 3, 1929, in Blue
Creek Township, Indiana,
the son of Donald and
Minnie (Fischer) Corey.
Norm was born and raised
in Indiana and owned and
operated a bulk milk trans-
port company. He and his
first wife, Marilyn, moved
to the Tower area in 1959
when Norm was hired by
Erie Mining Company.

I tell the story of my
spontaneous trip to Cha-
co not so much to enter-
tain you, our readers, as
to remind myself of the
importance being impul-
sive now and then. Some
people do that more easily
than others, and for me, it
used to be rather easy.

Marilyn died in 1979, and
Norm was married to Sha-
ron Besch in August 1980.
He was employed as a pro-
duction truck driver for 31
years, retiring in Decem-
ber 1990. Norm enjoyed
traveling, fishing trips to
Canada, maintaining his
garden and yard, feeding
wildlife, and his daily vis-
its to the neighbors.

Norm is survived by
his wife, Sharon; children,
Cheryl (Lyle) Mattson of
Virginia, Charlene (Tony)
Raskovich of Babbitt and
Ronald (Kirsty) Corey of
Soudan; siblings, Cletus
(Melinda) Corey, Karen
Corey and Donna (Wayne)
Doede; stepchildren, Pam
(Jeff) Burgess of Virgin-
ia, David (Genny) Bjorgo
of Soudan, David (Rob-
in) Bjorgo of Soudan,
Mark (Sheila) Bjorgo of
Virginia and Brian (Jill)
Besch of Cook; grandchil-
dren, Brenda (Brenden)
Moors, Bradley Bystrom,
Shelby (Jason) Semo and
Madison (Eric) Raskov-
ich;  step-grandchildren,
Kara, Kada (Alex), Jus-
tin, Matt, Derik, Mike,
Jamie, Nick, Kassie and
Kalee;  great-grandchil-
dren, Ava, Max, Nathan,

But there is a certain
rhythm of both small-
town journalism and
small towns that can lull
one into a sense of rou-
tine. The towns and events
that need to be covered set
your schedule, not the oth-
er way around.

Still, this soul, at

Zoe, Eva and Ellie; 13
step-great-grandchildren;
and extended family and
friends.

He was  preced-
ed in death by his par-
ents; first wife, Marilyn;
brother, John Corey; and
step-grandchild, Erik.

Elizabeth J.

Henderson
Elizabeth Jean “Liz”
Udovich  Skala  Hen-

derson, 79, of Soudan,
passed away on Saturday,
Dec. 3, 2022, at Essentia
Health-Virginia with her
family by her side. Spe-
cial thanks to St. Mary’s
Hospice East Range Team
and all the nurses who
cared for her at Essentia
Health-Virginia. Family
and friends are invited to
join in her celebration of
life at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, Dec. 17 at St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in
Tower with Rev. Fr. Beau
Braun as celebrant. A
gathering time for family
and friends will begin one
hour prior to the Mass at
the church. Arrangements
are with Landmark Funer-
al Home of Virginia.

She is survived by her

least, needs to make a bit
more effort to discover
spontaneous, impulsive
moments. They offer
new discoveries, new ad-
ventures, and those are
things that I enjoy. And
one doesn’t have to drive
a thousand miles to find
them, either.

husband, Craig Hender-
son of Soudan; children,
Jeffrey (Angie) Redetzke,
Patricia (Rodney) Martin
and Barbara (Tim) Thom-
as; siblings, Mary Rose
Gag, Kathleen Arasimo-
wicc and Zeita Wikstrom;
grandchildren, Chad Mat-
tila, Sasha Stewart, Am-
ber Burton, Tiffany Cle-
menson, Chelsea Zubke,
Briana Tibbetts and Ava
Redetzke;  great-grand-
children, Morgan, Easton,
Hayden, Kyler and Lyrik
Dahl, Royce Stewart, Levi
and Maddi Clemenson,
Cohen and Ellis Rowland,
Everleigh and Nakoa Bur-
ton, Nora and Lennon
Zubke.

Get
Informed!
Get the
Timberjay!

Libraries providing acrylic

painting Take &

REGIONAL - The
Arrowhead Library Sys-
tem (ALS) is providing
Acrylic Painting Take &
Create Art Kits to mem-
ber public libraries to dis-
tribute through the end of
December.

This art experience
was designed by 321 Art
Studio in Chisholm and
explores acrylic paint-
ing for beginners and
more advanced partic-
ipants. Take & Create
Art Kits will include
supplies to create two
unique pictures — one for
beginners and one for
advanced painters, one
11x14 stretched canvas,
one 9x12 canvas board,
one sheet of mixed media
paper, and one paint kit
that contains a drawing
pencil, two brushes, and
12 tubes of acrylic paint.
Two follow-along in-
structional videos will be
shared online for partici-
pants — one for beginners
and one for intermediate
painters.  Both videos
include simple instruc-
tions and tips on using
paint, canvas, and brush-

Create kits

es. Each kit will include
enough supplies for three
paintings, so participants
have multiple options
to practice and/or create
something of their own.
Kits will be distributed
at the following public li-
braries and ALS outreach
locations: Awurora, Bab-
bitt, Cook, Ely, Interna-
tional Falls, Mt. Iron, Vir-
ginia, ALS Bookmobile,
Arrowhead Library Sys-
tem Mail-A-Book (*pa-
trons must qualify for
Mail-A-Book  services,
kit may be modified in
order to deliver by mail).

This  program is
geared towards tweens,
teens, and adults.

This program, spon-
sored by Arrowhead Li-
brary System, was funded
in part or in whole with
money from Minnesota’s
Arts and Cultural Heri-
tage Fund. To learn more
about Arrowhead Legacy
Events, please see our
calendar at www.alslib.
info or like us on Face-
book at www.facebook.
com/alslibinfo.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Dec. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Breitung Town Board-

12 noon on Dec. 20.
Note change from regular
meeting time due to the
holidays.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open)
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower.
Use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Grief support group

at Immanuel

TOWER- Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Tower
has a grief support group
on Wednesday, Dec. 21,
from 6 — 7 p.m. Pastor Liz
Cheney, a certified grief
counselor, will be leading
the group. Questions, call
the church at 218-753-
2378.

St. James
Preshyterian
Church of Tower
Advent services

underway

TOWER- St. James
Presbyterian Church in
Tower is holding Advent
services through Christ-
mas. The focus this year is
about how “He Is Every-
thing to Us”.

Sunday, Dec. 18: “If
God Had Not Loved!”

Saturday, Christmas
Eve 7 p.m.: “Sweet Little
Jesus Boy!”

The church will not
have worship on Christ-
mas Day. Blessings to all
this Christmas and during
the New Year.

St. Paul’s hosting
special New Year’s

service and brunch

SOUDANS- St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church is hosting a special
service on Sunday, Jan. 1,
2023.

“When the Pastor’s
Away, St. Paul’s Will
Play” will feature live mu-
sic by Deb Tuominen and
Louise Wiermma, with the
service led by the women
of the church. The congre-
gation invites the com-
munity to start the New
Year out right. Worship
begins at 10 a.m. and is
open to all. There will be a
free brunch following the
service, catered by Marco.
RSVPs appreciated but
not required, please call
218-753-3047.

Get
Results!

Advei'tise
in the

Timberjay!

TOWER- The Tower Farm-
ers Market is planning monthly
indoor markets once a month,
starting on Friday, Dec. 16 from
4 - 6 p.m. The market will be
located inside the Pike River
Products building, 515 Main St.,
across from Vermilion Fuel &
Food. Plans call for hosting in-
door markets the third Friday of

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Tower Farmers Market planning indoor winter market on Friday, Dec. 16

the month.

Santa will be the special
guest at Friday’s event.

Vendor spots for the first
indoor market are full. Popular
farmers market vendors are ex-
pected to be selling their wares,
including: Liz’s Hook and Stone
Creations, Denise Lindquist,
Linda Wagoner, Karl’s Bread,

Sugar and Son, Vi’s Lily Pond
Gardens, Shireen’s Three Mares
and an Old Woman, Eric of
Phoenix Fire Ceramics, Colby
wood-burned signs, Lloyd’s cut-
ting boards, , Dani’s Anishinaabe
Tea, Greg’s BBQ Ssauce, Alaspa
Family baked goods, Steph Uk-
kola’s jellies and jams, Shining
Salt Seasonings.

New vendors are being ac-
cepted for future indoor markets,
space-permitting. Contact the
Tower Farmers Market through
Facebook for more information.
Local foods and local artisans are
welcome to rent a table for $10.

Rotary Club donales (IIGIIOIIaI‘IBS lﬂ Ts “lll‘(l graders

REGIONAL- The Iron
Range Rotary Club recently sent
dictionaries to all the third grad-
ers in the Rock Ridge, Mt. Iron-
Buhl, Mesabi East, Marquette,
and Tower-Soudan schools.
These dictionaries empower
children to become active read-
ers, excellent writers, creative
thinkers, and ultimately good cit-
izens. However, “The Student’s
Dictionary” is much more than
a traditional dictionary. It con-
tains information on weights and
measures, science elements, the
Constitution, sign language, the
countries, the states, the presi-
dents, the planets and more. The
book is a very useful tool to feed
any student’s curiosity and imag-
ination.

One might wonder why
children still need to learn about
dictionaries when we can find
everything electronically. We
simply Google a word to find the
meaning or ask Siri how to spell
it. We cook with an iPad on the
kitchen counter. ~ Whitepages.
com will give us phone num-
bers and it’s quicker to locate a
business online than to look in a
phone book for their telephone
number.

However, students who
have used only the internet for
research are taken from one vir-
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tual place to another by way of
links and apps and have little
experience or patience for step-
by-step logic. Carefully crafted
ads tempt us to substitute virtual
programs for real experiences.
It is difficult for students to listen
and learn from a conversation or
lecture.

Rotary is a global network
of 1.4 million neighbors, friends,

{
I

leaders, and problem-solvers that
see a world where people unite
and take action to create lasting
change — across the globe, in our
communities, and in ourselves.
The Iron Range Rotary Club
has 36 members who provide
service to our communities like
Dictionaries for Third Graders;
the Kid’s Fishing Contest on Sil-
ver Lake in Virginia each June;

the ODC Bowling event for dis-
abled adults each fall; a meal at
the Salvation Army Supper Club
each month, and many more.
The club is always seeking new
projects and new members. For
more information, call John Co-
chems at 218-749-4100.

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

TS Historical Society Receives $10,000 Mortenson Family Fﬂlllldallﬂll Grant

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Historical So-
ciety received a $10,000
grant from the Mortenson
Family Foundation to
support the restoration of
the Historic Fire Hall lo-
cated at 504 Main Street
in Tower.

“We are
to receive this award
to further the interior
construction phases of
the project,” said Nan-
cy Larson, TSHS Pres-
ident.  “Restoring the
building, which housed
not only the first fire hall
constructed on the Iron
Range, but also the city
hall and jail, will bring a
historic architectural gem
back to active use and
provide a benefit to the
Tower-Soudan-Lake Ver-
milion community.”

Built in 1895, the
Historic Fire Hall is an
important part of the sto-
ry of how Tower-Soudan
gave birth to iron mining
in the Vermilion Range.
“The Historical Society’s
mission is dedicated to
community enrichment
through education, pres-
ervation, and celebra-
tion of the rich history
and heritage of the Tow-
er-Soudan-Lake Vermil-

pleased

Last minute Santa donations taken until D&G{

TOWER- This has been a huge year
for the Operation Santa Toy Drive in
Tower-Soudan, both in terms of the num-
ber of families in need, as well as the
amount of donations that have come in.

While the number of families signed
up this year is above even last year’s
number, donations are also up, and we
are on track to receive all the donations

we will need.

ion community through
people, artifacts and sto-
ries,” said Larson. “The
Historic Fire Hall will be
a focal point in our region
to help tell the story about
the development of the
iron ore mining industry
which helped to shape
our cultural identity and
has had a lasting impact
on our region, our state
and the country.”

The Mortenson Fam-
ily Foundation was estab-
lished in Minneapolis, as
a means for the Morten-
son family to join togeth-
er as an independent enti-
ty governed by the family
to express their common
values. The initial contri-
butions to the foundation
were provided by individ-
ual family members and
M.A. Mortenson Compa-
ny, a national engineering
and construction compa-
ny. Its mission is to build
partnerships to strength-
en community-driven
approaches that advance
equity, opportunity, and
sustainable systems.

“The Historic Fire
Hall is the heart of our
community in the center

Mortenson Family Foun-
dation’s interest in our
community project af-
firms the TSHS direction,
purpose and goals. We
are grateful for their sup-
port.”

The Mortenson Fam-
ily Foundation’s mis-
sion coincides with the
plans that the TSHS has
for the future use of the
building as a History Ed-
ucation Event Center. “It
is serendipitous that our
two organizations have
come together,” said
Louise Gately, TSHS
Advisory Board member
and Capital Campaign
Chairperson. “The plans
for utilizing the TSHS

to evolve. Awareness
of the building through
our Charlemagne’s At-
tic Sale and recognizing
its unique features and
abundant space has creat-
ed a lot of interest for its
future use.”

TSHS’ intention is
to transform the build-
ing and open it up for
public use as a History
Education Event Center
it will be a year-round
venue for educational
events and workshops,
history talks, space for
pop-up vintage events,
community  receptions,
fundraising and commu-
nity events. An idea that
is generating interest is

of our downtown,” said . . ..

Linda Haugen, TSHS as a History Education to create opportunities

Board membe;. “The Event Center continue within the building for
COMMUNITY GIVING

The effort is organized by the
Timberjay and the Tower-Soudan Civic
Club, with help from many area groups,
churches, organizations, and individu-
als. Lake Country Power’s Operation
RoundUp® program has once again
made a very generous donation to the
Tower-Soudan Civic Club to help cover
the cost of purchasing warm items for all

the children.

unique pop-up dining ex-
periences. “We continue
to work in collaboration
with local chefs, caterers,
pasty makers, bakers as
well as traveling chefs to
our area, and a proposed
community commissary
kitchen, to create excit-
ing and diverse dining
options for local and sea-
sonal residents,” said Lar-
son. “There’s much more
work to accomplish, but
it’s exciting work and a
wonderful boost for our
Lake Vermilion commu-
nities. The support of the
Mortenson Family Foun-
dation moves us another
step forward in meeting
our goals.”

20
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We can still accept last-minute do-
nations of toys, cash, gifts cards and new
warm winter clothing, which help with
any last-minute requests we get from
area families in need. Any extra toys or
donations will be stored for next year’s

toy drive.

editor@timberjay.com.

Donations can be dropped off at the
Timberjay in Tower, and will be distrib-
uted at the food shelf on Dec. 20. Fam-
ilies who use the Tower Food Shelf and l"-.'
have not yet signed up, can call Jodi at |
the Timberjay at 218-753-2950, or email |
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ELY- Semers Beach
has four inches of snow
already, but that didn’t stop
the Ely Folk School from
throwing its second winter
holiday party on the shores
of Shagawa Lake. Around
200 people showed up for
the event

One of the highlights
of the party was the free
dog sled rides, courtesy of
the Wintergreen Dogsled
Lodge. Other activities
included a bonfire, figure
skating, and hanging out
while eating wild rice and

“T'IS THE SEASON!
Holiday happenings hog the weekend in Ely
Ely Folk School heach party

veggie pasties and sipping
mulled wine and hot cocoa.
“This is our second

winter bonfire and fourth |

overall,” said Lacey Squier,
a folk school board mem-
ber and cooking instructor.
The school held a holiday
bonfire and a spring bonfire
in both 2021 and 2022, all
of which were at the beach.
Squier made the pasties for
the event, with either a lard
or vegetarian butter lard
crust.

Free dogsled rides were popular at the Ely Folk School holiday party at
Semers Beach. Photo by C. Clark

Behind tables full of cookies, Elaine Hartleben (Ieft) and Lori Dubbin (right) replenish the cookie
supply at the First Lutheran Church cookie sale since the pandemic. Photo by C. Clark

il

Church cookie sale Danielle DuBord (left) and
her son Henry (center) talk with Mrs. Claus

(Morgan Sauks, left) at Mrs. Claus’ Christmas
party at the Grand Ely Lodge. Photo by C. Clark

ELY- The Ely Cham-
ber of Commerce held
a free Christmas party
for kids at the Grand Ely
Lodge on Saturday, Dec.
10. The party was hosted

| by Mrs. Claus, who was

played by Ely resident
Morgan Sauls. The party
space and goodies for at-
tending children were do-
nated by member business
of the chamber.

Each child who at-
tended received a bag full
of goodies, a free root beer
from the Dorothy Molter
Museum, and a free book
from the chamber. The

L Mrs. Claus throws a party

event also included the
opportunity to talk with
Mrs. Claus about desired
gifts for Christmas.

Besides the event
space, the Grand Ely
Lodge also provided a no-
cost hot cocoa bar for all
comers. Other businesses
donated items for the
goodie bags. MIDCO pro-
vided toys. Potluck donat-
ed cookie cutters. Dairy
Queen gave popsicle
sticks which are redeem-
able for a free treat.

Some businesses
sponsored activity ta-
bles. For example, the

Cookie sale

ELY-The First Luther-
an Church of Ely held its
first Christmas cookie sale
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic on Saturday, Dec.
10. Turnout was large.
Finding a parking spot in
the church’s parking lot
was a challenge, and the
line of customers spanned
all four tables of cookies.

Already-made  pas-

L | try boxes greeted cookie

lovers at the door. A scale
was setup at the end of the
tables to weight the cook-
ies. The church fundraiser
sold the cookies for $8 per
pound.

Ely-Bloomenson Com-
munity Hospital, the Ely
Community  Pharmacy,
Zup’s, and Northern Tier
setup tables for kids to
make a variety of dif-
ferent tree ornaments.
Arrowhead Outdoors
provided paper, pens and
coloring tools to do some
coloring and to write to
Santa. Boy Scout Troop
170 organized an activ-
ity to help the children
create Christmas card for
residents of the Carefree
Assisted Living Center
and the Boundary Waters
Care Center.

Ely Library Holiday Movie Kahoot: One weekend, three prizes and 76 movies

ELY- The Ely Library
ran a holiday movie ka-
hoot over the weekend,
starting at 3 p.m. on Dec.
9 and ending at midnight
on Dec. 11. The kahoot
was a merger between a
film marathon and a trivia
contest. It was open to all
ages and was held online.
When the kahoot started
on Friday, 20 people had
signed up to participate.

The for the movie
portion of the kahoot, the

library drew up a list of
76 holiday films, many of
which were available on
DVD from the library’s
collection. When the
viewing of movies was
over, the participants took
a trivia quiz based on the
films. The top three win-
ners of the trivia compe-
tition received prizes. The
event was sponsored by
the Friends of the Library.

The 76 movies in-
cluded some of the great-

Creating star-shaped tree ornaments at the
Grace Lutheran Church kids Christmas work-
shop. From left-to-right: Beck Sponholz, Rachel
Brophy, and Subi Kari. Photo by C. Clark

Ely Area Food Shelf donation

ELY- The Ely Area
Food Shelf received a
$500 donation from the
Virginia & Ely office of
Edina Realty one Dec. 5,
though the realty’s chari-
table arm, the non-profit
Edina Realty foundation.

Created in 1996, the
Edina Realty Foundation
supports  organizations
that help homeless chil-
dren, families and indi-
viduals in the communi-

ties where Edina Realty
does business. To date,
the foundation has do-
nated nearly $9 million.
Over 97% of funds raised
go directly to organiza-
tions that provide housing
and other services to the
homeless

Edina Realty is the
largest real estate broker-
age in Minnesota and also
does business in Wiscon-
sin and South Dakota.

est films ever made, in-
cluding “It’s a Wonderful
Life” and “Miracle on
34th Street.” Also on the
list were the movie musi-
cals of “Holiday Inn” and
“White Christmas,” both
of which had Bing Cros-
by in the cast and featured
the famous Irving Berlin
song, “White Christmas.”

The 1964 stop-action

animated classic, “Ru-
dolph, the Red-Nosed
Reindeer,” was also on

Kids Christmas
workshop

ELY- The Grace Lu-
theran Church held a kids’
workshop on Sunday af-
ternoon, Dec. 11, to give
children the chance to
make their own Christmas
presents. The do-it-your-
self style gifts included
handcrafted tree orna-
ments, a snowstorm in a
bottle and the assembly
of ingredients for snicker-
doodle cookies to bake at
home. The gifts cost $0.75
to make. Gift wrap was in-
cluded in the price.

the library’s list, as were
“A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas” and “The Nightmare
Before Christmas.”

Less elevated though
still fun offerings includ-
ed “A SpongeBob Christ-
mas,” and that perennial
favorite cult classic, “San-
ta Claus Conquers the
Martians.”

Todd Crego took first
place in the kahoot, while
Jill Ellerbroek took sec-
ond and Deanne Cook

took third.

The winning contes-
tants chose one of three
prizes in the order in
which the placed in the
trivia contest. The priz-
es were a bell ornament
like the angel bell on the
Christmas tree in “It’s a
Wonder Life,” elf shoes
like those from the movie
“Elf,” and a board game
and ornament based on
the movie “A Christmas

Making Christmas cards at the Grace Lutheran
Church kids Christmas workshop. From left-to-
right: Elya Perkins, Zoe MacKenzie, and Ellie
Marshall. Photo by C.Clark

Upcoming concert and deaccession sale

ELY- The Northern
Lakes Arts Association
will hold its first annual
Hometown Holiday Con-
cert featuring local singers
and audience-participation
carols. Tickets support the
NLAA and are $10. The
event will start at 7 p.m.
at the Vermilion Fine Arts
Theater at the community
college campus.

The Ely-Winton His-
tory Museum, which is

also on campus, will hold
a deaccession sale before
and during the NLAA con-
cert starting a 6 p.m.
When asked to ex-
plain what a deaccession
sale was, Paul Colwell,
manager of the muse-
um, replied: “Maybe you
should change that to de-
cluttering sale instead,”
said “People donate items
to us that have no histor-
ic value and are taking up

space in our storage.”

While decluttering is
an apt word for the rescue
of the museum’s storage
space, deaccession was
the word used on the mu-
seum’s announcement of
the sale. According to the
Oxford English Dictio-
nary, deaccession is the
process of removing an
item from the collection
of a library or museum in
order to sell it.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
the Grand Ely Lodge.
Participants have an op-
portunity to order lunch.
For those interested in
being a host, or who have
a speaker suggestion,
contact Lacey Squier by
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com  or
call her at 218-216-9141.

The Tuesday Group
is now on its annual hol-
iday hiatus and will be
back after the first of the
year.

2023 Upcoming
Tuesday Group speakers:

» Jan. 3: Meet new

Eyites.
» Jan 10: End of
the Road Film Festival.

» Jan. 17 Ely Free
Clinic.

Breathing Out

mild weather prevails
hard snow predicted this week

holiday welcome

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday 10 am-6 pm
Tuesday 10 am-6 pm
Wednesday 10 am-6 pm
Thursday 10 am-6 pm
Friday 10 am-6 pm

Phone: 218-827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Wellbeing Development,
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living.

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital.
Conference Room B.
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Or_r tax hike not as high as
originally anticipated

by DavID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- Property taxes in Orr
won’t be going up as much as orig-
inally projected for 2023, as the Orr
City Council settled on a five-per-
cent increase at Monday’s regular
council meeting.

Serving as acting mayor in the
absence of Mayor Joel Astleford,
council member Tom Kennebeck
explained during the Truth in Tax-
ation meeting that city staff were
able to trim overall expenses to re-
duce the level from eight-percent to
five-percent.

That five-percent increase will
allow the city to offset some of the
increased costs due to inflation and
fuel prices, while still providing for
a cost-of-living increase for full-
time city employees of three-per-
cent, Kennebeck said. The annual
inflation rate has been hovering in
the neighborhood of eight-percent
in recent months.

The 2023 budget also contains
a five-percent increase in water and
sewer rates. The increase is neces-
sary to deal with rising operating
costs.

There were no comments from
the public during the Truth and
Taxation hearing, and the council
adopted the general fund operating
budget and tax levy without dis-
cussion during the regular meeting.
The final levy was $133,888.95.

The council took up the request
of Dennis and Ericka Cote to pur-
chase two city-owned parcels of
land behind Carefree Living that
borders on property they already
own. Tabled from the November
meeting, the council appeared no
more ready to act on the request
this month.

“The city isn’t really ready to
move on anything like that,” Ken-
nebeck said. “That’s kind of where
the city is right now.”

After more discussion about
the lots and development prospects,
the council decided to table the pro-
posal once again.

“I would say bring it back
again next month when you have
a whole new council,” Kennebeck
said. “I’m not trying to push it off
because I'm all for you guys, I re-
ally am.”

In other business, the council:

>» Approved an ambulance

support services agreement with
the City of Virginia regarding para-
medic intercept calls.

» Agreed to apply on behalf of
the Orr Lions Club to MnDOT for
permission for the club to buy two
cement planters to be placed in the
corners of the CCC rock wall along
Highway 53. The Lions Club will
be responsible for any maintenance
and upkeep.

» Accepted donations in the
amount of $763 for the fire depart-
ment and $500 for the ambulance
service.

» Heard a preliminary pro-
posal to increase the pay of ambu-
lance personnel and requested that
a formal proposal be brought to the
council next month. City staff will
research legal issues related to the
proposal.

» Approved the 2022 Local
Weed Inspector Annual City Re-
port.
> Approved purchasing prop-
erty, auto, and general liabili-
ty insurance from the League of
Minnesota Cities for $37.435, a
significant hike over last year’s cost
of $29,595.
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" 0 Go Grizzlies!

The Grizliettes had their last performance
of the year at the opening boys home
basketball game against South Ridge.
Pictured at left is Kenzie Herdman, and
below is Tyler Johnson and Hadley
Bundy . photo by D. Colburn

NORTH WOODS SPORTS

North Woods hosted an elementary girls
basketball tournament last weekend. There were
games at multiple grade levels from several area
schools. High school Grizzlies volunteered as
referees for the tournament. Above: Elizabeth
Trip takes her shot.

Kinslee Hagadorn (front) and Jilliam LaFave try
to block a shot. photos by D. Colburn

COMMUNITY EVENTS

NWFA to host open

house on Dec. 20

COOK- Northwoods
Friends of the Arts invites
the community to partic-
ipate in two events at the
NWFA Gallery on Tues-
day, Dec. 20.

The arts organization
will host an open house
from 5-7 p.m. and will be
serving refreshments.

Prior to that, begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m. come
join the discussion for in-
put into plans for future
classes and events during
the NWFA business meet-
ing. It’s your opportunity
to help shape and support
the arts in the Cook area.

The gallery is brim-
ming with crafts and
original works of pot-
tery, carvings and wood
turnings, greeting cards,
quilts, aprons, sculptures
and paintings by over 30
artists. The special exhib-
it for December features

the Judy Moline collec-
tion of unframed water-
color paintings donated to
NWFA by Moline’s fami-
ly.

Also during Decem-
ber see “second hand
rose” greatly admired and
gently used items. Visit
and browse during regular
winter hours on Thursdays
and Fridays from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
gallery is located at 210 S
River St.

Orr Genter hosts
a walk-through
wonderland in

December

ORR- “Wendyl’s
Wonderland,” a life-sized
discovery adventure based
on a fanciful tale of long-
time volunteers, is open
on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights from 5-9
p-m. at the Orr Center

through Friday, Dec. 23.

Attendees who ven-
ture into the former Orr
school cafeteria at the cen-
ter will find themselves in
an indoor forest, mostly
looking for clues and hints
based on the story, and
perhaps a surprise or two
as well.

“Wendyl’s Wonder-
land” is accompanied by
a gift shop featuring local
artisan goods for holiday
shoppers looking for cre-
ative gifts.

A festival of trees do-
nated by area businesses
will be auctioned off on
Saturday, Dec. 17.

Other parts of the Orr
Center, including the thrift
shop, library, art gallery
and more will open to vis-
itors as the availability of
volunteer staff allows.

For more information,
go to www.wendylswon-
derland.com.

Grizzlies' Brenden Chiabotti receiving the game ball prior to the South
Ridge game from Steve Kajala of Prudential in Cook. Kajala is
sponsoring the game balls for both boys and girls games this season.
photo by D. Colburn
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AWARD...Continued from page 1

largest rural Gigabit networks in
the country.”
PaulBunyanCommunications
expects to develop the expansion
plans over the next year and will
contactlocations along the upcom-

Right: A map of the

areas to be served by the
new broadband funding
awarded recently to Paul
Bunyan Communications.
Residences in the area
should soon see internet

ing expansion routes in spring of
2024. The entire project will be
completed by June 30, 2025.

“This is going to bring sym-

metrical fiber-optic broadband
to very rural locations that des-
This will be a
game changer for the residents in
these areas,” added Steve Howard,
PBC Information Technology and

perately need it.

Development Manager.

PBCservices that will become
available once the network is oper-
ational include Broadband Internet
speeds of up to 10 Gigabits per
secondandlow costunlimitedlocal
and long-distance voice service.
Proposals for possible North

time on Wednesday.

Country locations from two

SWAP...Continued from page 1

reach out to other school
district staff for comment
on the job change, but none
were willing to speak on
the record.

“Idonotmake thisdeci-
sion lightly,” Engebritson
said. “I feel that more
growth can occur in each
school with this change
in leadership and as the
superintendent, it is my job

COUNCIL...cContinued from page 1

fiscal disparities shortfall
but agreed with Norby that
the city needs revenue to
address key priorities that
aren’tcurrently included in
the 2023 budget. Among
themare sewerrepairsonS.
Second and Third Streets,
which could cost the city
as much as $100,000.
Setterberg noted that St.
Louis County is likely to
be ready to sell its public
works facility on Marina
Drive by the fourth quarter
of next year. The city has
expressed interest for some
time in acquiring the prop-
erty once its available. The
county is currently having
the site appraised in antic-
ipation of a possible sale
to the city.

The city may have to
provide gap funding of
$15,000 for the purchase
of a new ambulance next
year and has other planned
sewer repairs in the works
on Pine St. as well as N.
Second and Third Streets.

The three-percent levy
increase, whichisexpected
to raise justunder $12,000,
won’t go very far toward
covering those priorities,
but the extra funds could
provide a bit of matching
money if the city can find
other funding sources, such
as the IRRR and CDBG,
to help pay for things like
Sewer repairs.

Setterberg suggested
that the city could drop
its $5,000 levy for TEDA
but Schultz said he wasn’t
sure of the legality of
making that change at this
point. Council member Joe
Morin, who also sits on
the TEDA board, said he
expected the board would
be amenable to making a
financial contribution to
the city from the revenues it
received this year from the
sale of land on Mud Creek
Rd. which TEDA sold at
the peak of the recent real
estate boom.

In related action, the
council approved a 2023
city budget that includes
$2.58 million in antici-
pated revenue and total
expenses of $84,607 in
expenditures. Schultz said
anticipated income from
the ambulance replacement
fund and Gundersen Trust
account for the apparent
surplus because those funds
likely won’t be expended
until 2024.

Ambulance
husiness plan

The council also gave
approval to an ambulance
service business plan that’s
been on the shelf for well

access speeds of up to 10
gigabytes per second.

other companies,
Communications and Treehouse
Broadband, were not funded in this
round of Border-to-Border grants.

Treehouse Broadband, a
local Ely company offering fixed
wireless broadband services, had
proposed a system which would
have served much of the Eagles
Nest and Armstrong lakes area.
The Timberjay attempted to
contactthe company forcomments
but had not heard back as of press
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to make sure that we are
providing the best oppor-
tunities for our students in
each of our five schools.”

Last April, concerned
North Woods parents and
teachers convened two
community meetings in
Cook to bring attention
to problems including
bullying, vaping,and disre-
spect from students toward

staff. The Timberjay asked
Engebritson if this con-
tributed to her decision.
She did not address the
question specifically but
talked about the decision
from the perspective of
school culture.

“Having fresh ideas
and different perspectives
can be beneficial for the
school culture and I see

this move as a positive one
for both schools,” she said.
Both principals will still be
working under the umbrella
of the district’s goals and
missions but will be able
to come into the buildings
ready to listen and learn
about what is working well
and what might need some
additional support. Then,
they can work collabora-

tively with the staff to help
supportcurrent programs or
procedures and/or find new
solutions to problems that
might be occurring.”
Vukmanich has been
principal at North Woods
forseven years and Engman
has been NER principal for
ten, and they have already
had conversations and have
been planning for the tran-

sition, Engebritson said.
“Both principals have
agrowth mindset about this
change and have shared
with staff that they will
be in good hands with
the incoming principal,”
Engebritson said.

over a year. Setterberg
called it a “living doc-
ument” and noted that
it’s continually subject to
change, but acknowledged
that some area townships
have been pushing the city
to issue the plan to the
ambulance commission
since the city had agreed to
do so as part of its contract
with area townships that
contribute to the ambulance
replacement fund. “It was
put in the contract for
some reason that we have
this done and it’s part of
one reason why one of the
communities has not signed
off on the contractand been
willing to donate,” said
Setterberg.

While approval of
the business plan for dis-
tribution to area town-
ships resolves one issue,
Setterberg noted that one
township [Greenwood]
has also been demanding
an indemnity clause that
would hold the town-
ship harmless if one of
its First Responders who
are not members of the
Tower Ambulance Service,
committed some kind of
error during an ambulance
call that led to litigation.
Norby said he had relayed
to Greenwood officials
that the city was willing
to include their requested
indemnity clause but that
the city would want similar
language protecting itself.

“So basically, they
want protections for their
township,” said Setterberg.
“We were asking for the
same thing but it didn’t
sound like that was accept-
able. So, that’s what we’re
trying to work through. Is
thateverybody should have
the same protections. Not
just them.”

“If it’s good for the
goose, it should be good
forthe gander,” said Norby.

In other business, the
council:

> Approved a resolu-
tion to move forward with a
cartway petition presented
to the city by developer
Dave Rose, but only after
he has deposited a total of
$19,050 to cover antici-
pated legal fees, survey
costs, and compensation
to the landowner whose
land is impacted by Rose’s
planned driveway. Rose is
seeking to access a five-
acre parcel he owns on Pike
Bay, just west of the mouth
of the East Two River.

» Gave an “exceeds
expectations” rating to
Schultz as part of his one-
year performance review.

Morin said Schultz has
done a “fabulous job” in
a position with a steep
learning curve. The council
approved a three-percent
pay increase for Schultz
for next year.

>» Approved a
three-percent pay
increase for Hoodoo Point
Campground manager
Randy Pratt. Councilors
noted that Pratt has done an
excellent jobandhadn’thad
a pay increase since 2017.
“It’s one of our best assets
and he runs it really well,”
noted Norby.

» Approved the new
agreement transferring
assets from the Gundersen
Trust to the Duluth-
Superior Area Community
Foundation.

> Approved a 2023
police contract with
Breitung Township for a
total of $76,992. The city
is budgeting an additional
$3,007 in overtime for a
total budget of $80,000.

>» Agreed to reopen
the application period for a
part-time city maintenance
worker to allow the city to
consider two applications
and a letter of interest it
received after the deadline.
The new deadline is Jan.
4,2023.

» Heard an update on
the transfer of land encom-
passing the civic center and
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mini-park from TEDA back
to the city. The land had
been unnecessarily trans-
ferred to TEDA last year
as part of the finalization of
the harbor plat. Schultz said
city attorney Joel Lewicki
has drafted a quit claim
deed and legal descriptions
to enable TEDA to transfer
ownership back to the city.
The city is still waiting on
SEH to verify the legal
description.

» Approved exploring
the possibility of renaming
the portion of Spruce St. in
front of the Tower-Soudan
School in honor of the late
Carol Alstrom, a longtime
physical education instruc-
tor at the school who had a
major impacton the lives of

KUUMA

Smakeless Wood Fumaces
and Fantastic Sauna Stoves!

many students. The city is
also advancing a proposal
to install a Love Lock Post
near the school. Schultz
said he had walked the
school area with council
member Bob Anderson and
maintenance supervisor
Ben Velcheff looking for
possible locations for the
post, which would also
commemorate Alstrom.

A fundraising effort
led by a former student
would pay for the marker.

» Approved arevision
in the city’s Code of Ethics
which requires that city
employees report viola-
tions of the code when they
become aware of them.

>» Agreed to look
into possible increases in

airport hangar and cabin
leases, which have notbeen
updated since 2015.

> Agreed to pay for a
full maintenance package
for the city’s elevator,
which Schultz said is not
currently operating.

> Appointed council
member Josh Zika
to the Tower-Breitung
Wastewater Board and
Orlyn Kringstad to the
Gundersen Trust board.

> Approved a design
and construction services
proposal by SEH totaling
$19.,900 for a crack sealing
project at the airport. The
city’s share of the cost will
be $950, with the bulk of
the expense covered by
the FAA.
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Hopes aired for new legislative session

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY- The prospects for the
upcoming legislative session
highlighted Monday night’s
meeting of the ISD 696 school
board here. The meeting pro-
ceeded with a quorum of four
as members Chad Davis and
Rochelle Sjoberg were absent.

The meeting included the
district’s Truth in Taxation
hearing, which attracted no tax-
payer comment. At the end of
the hearing, Jeff Anderson of the
Costin Group Inc. summarized
last year’s disappointing legis-
lative session and speculated on
the prospects for more funding
in 2023.

“So, 2022, I think we can
safely say (it) was adisappointing
year,” said Anderson. “In St.Paul,
very little was accomplished.”

He said two items in par-
ticular were disappointments
for the region after negotiations
broke down at the end sending
lawmakers home without a final
resolution.

First, he said, was the
extension of the nickel produc-
tion tax that has been funding
the Department of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation’s
school consolidation and collabo-
ration account. Thatis the account
that helped send $7 million to the
Ely district for its most recent
facilities project. “That extension
was in (the bill) for another 20
years, which would allow the fund
to stay in the black and then also
allow for future school projects
to tap into that.”

The other item was a form a
relief for school districts like Ely
with construction projects either
in progress or ready to start. “The
other part of that bill that would
have been a benefit to the Ely
district as well as several other
school districts in northeastern
Minnesota was an exemption on
sales tax for construction materi-
alsforprojects like the one here in
Ely,” Anderson said. Depending
on the scale of the project, the tax
exemption could save districts
hundreds of thousands to millions
of dollars, he said.

Legislative outlook

The incoming legislature tilts
toward the DFL, Anderson said.
“The House is 70 to 64 in terms
of (DFL) party control and the
Senate 34 to 33. You should also
note that there’s 47 new House
members and 23 new senators,
(which is) the highest turnover
in 50 years.”

Anderson noted that the
former chairof the DFL-led House
Education Finance Committee,
Jim Dabney, and his counterpart
in the Senate, Republican Roger
Chamberlain,didn’texactly agree
on how to fund education.

“These two gentlemen (were)
ideologically very far apart and
did not get along,” Anderson
explained. “It caused for some
very interesting conference
committees towards the end of
session. And ultimately, the DFL
was pushing for anincrease in the
general education formula, and
spending in a number of areas in
education didn’t go anywhere.
The Republicans wouldn’tagree.

So that was one of the sticking
points at the end, I think led
to the fact that the tax bill and
bonding bill did not make it over
the finish line.”

Dabney has sinceretired from
the Legislature and Chamberlain
losthisreelection bid, so their per-
sonal differences shouldn’t stand
inthe way of agreement this year,
according to Anderson. With the
DFL now in full control of the
Legislature,and a DFL governor,
Anderson said he anticipates that
education will receive the funding
it should have gotten from last
session’s failed tax bill.

“This particular session,”
Anderson added, “and with a
$17.6 billion budget surplus,
there are funds, especially one-
time funds, to be used as the
Legislature prepares for next
year. I would say that the top
two things that we hear in educa-
tion circles is an increase of the
formula, five percent (for) general
educationincrease. The second is
the state fully funding the special
education subsidy. Talking to
other districts, I know those two
things alone would really improve
financial stability and health in
most school districts in the state
of Minnesota.”

Anderson added a caution
about funding education in the
upcoming session: “We still have
challenges, no doubt, because - I
don’tknow if you’ve noticed- but
ever since the budget surplus has
continued torise, I think along the
lines of people seeking dollars
for their programs or projects is
growing deeper and deeper.”

EPA paperwork burdens

In other business, board
member Tony Colarich asked
about the status of the one-time
grant for work on the waterline
at the district’s schools. “(There
was a one-time) Environmental
Protection Agency grant for all
the extra blasting and everything
we had to do to replace the water-
line and if ’m not mistaken, there
was $245,000 that was granted,
but there was some additional
paperwork that needed to be
see completed. Do you have an
update?”

Anderson said the grant was
awarded, and the work was done
before the EPA finalized the rules
for the grant program. “It has
to be administered through the
agency and it took them actually
a year to develop the rules in
terms of which and how it will
be administered. Now we have
to go through that process. And
for this project in particular it’s
very detailed because the work
has been done already. So, you
have to be able to go back and
make sure everything fits into the
boxes that the federal government
dictates they do.”

Anderson stated that he and
Harold Langowski, representing
the city of Ely, and a represen-
tative from the engineering firm
of Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc.
will be attending an upcoming
seminar on how to complete the
EPA’s paperwork requirements
for the grant. Anderson also
remarked that the paperwork
requirements would be completed
within the next 90 days.

COMMUNITY JOINT POWERS

New area lawmakers get hefty to-do list

Routine husiness

In other action, the board:

>» Approved November
2022 receipts in the amount of
$550,277.17 and disbursements
in the amount of $1,534,719.84.

> Approved the 21st Century
Facility Project overrun cost of
$598,303 for additional rock
removal and expenditures.

» Adopted the maximum
federal allowable per diem rates
for meals and lodging for all
district employee travel in 2023.

» Approved the hire of Paige
Falt for the at-will Indigenous
Support Interventionist position
at $17 per hour for approximately
six hours per day, five days per
week, effective Nov. 30, 2022.

» Approved positions for
the 2022-2023 season for Sarah
Dunnom, assistant dance coach
(stipend paid by High Kick
Club) and Emmett Penke, vol-
unteer assistant coach for girls
basketball.

» Approved an agreement
with the Costin Group Inc. for
consulting services from Jan. 1,
2023 toDec.31,2023, for $2,000
per month.

» Approved the donation
of $3,000 from the Ely Jaycees
for the Early Childhood Family
Education program.

» Certified the Payable 2023
Levy of $2,224,762. This is a
$138,851 or 6.7-percent increase
from 2022. The increase was
mostly due to adjustments based
on the actual amounts of the pre-
vious year’s levy plus increases
in health benefit costs.

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY— Two north-
eastern Minnesota legis-
lators-elect were offered
a lengthy to-do list at the
Community Economic
Development Joint Powers

Board’s annual meeting
held here on Monday.

It’s a yearly event
that’s traditionally been
an opportunity for Ely area
elected officials to discuss
their needs and the upcom-
ing legislative session with
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area lawmakers.

Unlike last year’s
meeting with its controver-
sial resolution in support of
the proposed Twin Metals
Minnesota copper nickel
mining project, this year’s
meeting included an airing
oflocalissues and concerns
for the ears of Rep.-elect
Roger Skraba and Sen.-
elect Grant Hauschild, the
two new rookie legislators
who will be sworn in after
the first of the year.

The agenda for the
meeting covered the issues
of concern for Ely, Morse,
Winton and ISD 696.

Bob Berrini, repre-
senting Morse Township,
offered his thoughts on the
failure of the Legislature
last year to eliminate
the state’s tax on Social
Security benefits. “I’'m
talking about the surplus,”
Berrini remarked, “We’re
gonna have around $18
billion, so I think we should
get a break on our Social
Security tax and I don’t
think we should get two
percent this year and five
percent next year.”

Berrini alsoraised con-

cernsover thedeclineinthe
deer population, handing
out a copy of a newspaper
article listing deer harvest
statistics from the last five
seasons. He was not shy in
his opinion on the cause of
the decline of local deer:
wolves. “It’s a big deal for
this year’s (deer) harvests
here, in the six different
(DPA) areas where you
have too many wolves,” he
said. “It’s killing us.”

Berrini also said he’s
worried the region does not
have enough ambulances
to respond to emergen-
cy calls in more remote
areas and he’d like to
see the Legislature do
something about it. His
remarks spurred a discus-
sion about the challenges
for improving funding for
EMS services in northeast
Minnesota.

Speaking for the school
district, Tom Omerza dis-
cussed how the pandemic
and its impact on the
economy contributed to
the cost overruns on the
district’s 2 1stcentury facil-
ities project. “We started
the school facility project

prior to whathappened with
the economy and material
costs,” Omerza explained.
“We ended up getting not
enough funding for what we
told the community we’re
going to do.”

Omerza added that the
increase in the cost of mate-
rials brought on by the pan-
demic was not a problem
exclusivetothe Ely School,
but that it affected several
different school districts
around the state.

Marlene Zorman, the
mayor-elect for Winton,
spoke about the city’s
water tower project. “Two
years ago, our water tower
froze, and consequently,
things froze up all the way
down the line, water lines
broke and we were without
water for a week and a
half. (That’s when) we all
realized that nothing’s been
done here for a long time.”

Zorman explained that
Wintonreceived acommu-
nity development block
grant to help fix the prob-
lems that Winton faces in
updating their water system
and said that they will need
more funding. She also

discussed one of Winton’s
largest impediments to
paying forthe needed work,
“We have 95 paying water
customers in Winton ...
we’re talking big bucks
(to fix the water system)
but very few people. We
do need help.”

Skraba and Hauschild
both remarked that they
would pursue actions in
the upcoming session of
the legislature to address
the joint powers board
members’ concerns.
The joint powers board
consists of dues- paying
members,city of Ely,city of
Winton, Morse Township,
Fall Lake Township, and
ISD 696. Non-voting
members include Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital, Vermilion
Community College
and the Ely Chamber of
Commerce. Private citizens
as well as representatives
from Senator Klobuchar’s
office,other taxing districts
and community organiza-
tions were also present.

STORM...Continued from page 1

e

Weather models had
been pointing to a major
event for more than a week
and as the models came into
agreement on the storm’s
track and its potential
impacts, it appeared that
northeastern Minnesota

would be among those areas
in the bullseye.

As of midday on
Wednesday, the National
Weather Service was fore-
casting as much as two-
and-a-half feet of snow for
the North Shore’s higher

Left: Traffic on Hwy.
169 was light and
drivers found slick
conditions on
Wednesday with much

more snow to come.
photo by M. Helmberger

terrain, with seven-to-11
inches forecast through
Thursday for much of
central and northern St.
Louis County.

Much of Lake County
was expecting anywhere
from 12-24 inches.

The low was also fore-
casted to move slowly
across the Upper Midwest,
with predictions it could
bring almost continuous
snowfall from late Tuesday
night through midday on
Saturday. Weather fore-
casters were not offering
entire storm totals although
forecasts through Saturday
pointed to as much as a foot

across much of northern St.
Louis County by the time
the storm moves out this
weekend.

With relatively mild
temperatures accompany-
ing the storm, the weather
service is predicting heavy
wet snow that’s likely to
accumulate on trees and
powerlines. The powerful
low pressure system was
expected to bring consid-
erable wind along with
the snow and the weather
service warned residents
to anticipate power outages
due to downed lines.

The snow will eventu-
ally be followed by much
colder temperatures, with
highs forecasted in the low
single digits for all of next
week, with lows around
minus 10.
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— A Twin
Metals legal gambit proved a
dry hole this past week with the
ruling by afederal judge rejecting
the company’s plea that he hear
their case challenging the Biden
administration’s decision to
cancel its mineral leases.

Judge Trevor McFadden, a
conservative Trump appointee,
had ruled in favor of Twin Metals
back in 2020, when he found that
the Trump administration had
acted within its authority when
it restored two federal minerals
critical for the company’s hopes
to build a copper-nickel mine near
Ely. That case had been filed by
acoalition of Ely area businesses
and environmental groups.

McFadden might have had a
sympathetic ear for Twin Metals’
arguments then, but in a Dec. 9
ruling, McFadden soundly reject-

MINING AND THE COURTS

Judge rejects Twin Metals plea to hear lease case

ed the company’s request that he
hear their new case challenging
the Biden administration’s rein-
statement of a previous cancella-
tion of the leases instituted under
the Obama administration.

As McFadden noted in his
three-page order, cases filed with
the court are supposed to be ran-
domly assigned to judges within
the district in which they’re filed.
“The rule guarantees fair and
equal distribution of cases to all
judges, avoids public perception
or appearance of favoritism in
assignments, and reduces oppor-
tunities for judge-shopping,” the
judge wrote.

McFadden noted that under
certain rare circumstances, such
as when all the parties to a case
are identical to one previously
heard and relate to the same
subject matter, a new case can
be assigned to the same judge
who heard the case before. But as
McFadden pointed out, the parties

and the subject matter of Twin
Metals’ lawsuit are substantially
different. “The mere presence of
overlapping parties is not among
the bases for a related-case des-
ignation,” he concluded.
Instead,the case hasnow been
assigned to Judge Christopher
Cooper, an Obama appointee
who has sat on the D.C. circuit
court since 2014. Cooper will
now hear Twin Metals’ claim that
the Biden administration acted
improperly when it canceled
its two federal mineral leases.
“The lawsuit seeks to restore the
leases and other rights, which will
restart the environmental review
process as required by law for
the company’s mine plan,” stated
the company in a press statement
issued in August when it filed
its case. “We are standing up for
our right to a fair and consistent
environmental review of our pro-
posed mining project,” said Dean
DeBeltz, Twin Metals’ Director

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

of Operations.

The Twin Metals’ suitalleges
that the Biden administration
engaged in arbitrary and unau-
thorized decision-making when
Interior Department Deputy
Solicitor Ann Marie Bledsoe
Downes overturned a Trump-
era legal opinion issued by
then-Interior Solicitor Daniel
Jorjani. Jorjani had determined
that Twin Metals had an absolute
right to three ten-year renewals
under the original lease. Twin
Metals was seeking the third and
final of those permit renewals
when the Obama administration
canceled the leases in 2016.
Jorjani’s opinion,issuedin 2017,
overturned previous opinions
issued by Interior legal counsel
from the Reagan, Bush, and
Obama administrations, which
had all determined that any lease
renewal was discretionary on the
part of the Interior Department.
Based on Jorjani’s opinion, the

Trump administration argued
it had no choice but to rein-
state the leases that the Obama
administration had canceled.
In reversing Jorjani, the Biden
administration was largely con-
sistent with the view of previous
administrations, based on the lan-
guage in the original 1966 leases,
which appeared to condition any
right of renewal on the start of
mining operations within the first
20-year term of the leases. Yet
no mining operation has gotten
underway in the more than 50
years since the leases were orig-
inally issued.

While the Dec. 9 McFadden
decision wasn’t a surprise given
the federal rules at issue, it was
ablow to Twin Metals’ efforts to
have their case heard by a poten-
tially more sympathetic judge.

County levy to increase 4.39 percent for next year

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— St.
Louis County will levy
$163.4 million next year,
a 4.39-percent increase
over 2022. How that will
impact taxpayer’s proper-
ty assessments will vary

by CATIE CLARK

Ely Editor

ELY- The long-await-
edacquisition of the former
Minnesota Department
of Revenue Building by
the non-profit Ely Area
Community Foundation
finally happened on Dec.
8. The building became
surplus property when the
Dept. of Revenue staff
members who used to
occupy the building transi-
tioned to working remotely
during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The EACF will lease
space in the building to
house both for-profit busi-
nesses and non-profit enti-
ties which promote the
health and well-being of
Ely area residents.

Jeff Sundell, Chair of
the EACF board confirmed

C

depending on changes on
valuation and increases in
the county’s tax base.

At the same time,
the St. Louis County
Board has unanimously
approved a 2023 budget
totaling $452,751,620.
The budget, approved

that the nonprofit has four
potential tenants for the
building. One of those is
a childcare provider with
a potential capacity of 40
children according to Eve
Sebesta, executive direc-
tor of the Ely Chamber of
Commerce.

Another tenant is
Heavy Metal Sports, which
announced on Dec. 9,
that it would relocate its
gym facility to the former
revenue building. With the
move, the business will
also change its name to
Functional Fitness.

“Itis with great excite-
ment and appreciation that
we announce the move
of our gym into the new
EACF building,” said
Michelle Moore, founder
and co-owner of the gym.

“Wehave beenlooking
for a location to move our

lebrate [be Seds

Tuesday, funds employee
salary and benefit com-
mitments, sustains invest-
ments in mental health
and substance use disorder
services, and invests in
enhanced medical services
in the jail. It also directs
funding toward economic

development and in tech-
nology,including security.

“With the economy
recovering (albeit still
unevenly) as the pandemic
persists, new issues have
emerged that needed to be
addressed,” according to
county administration in

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

EACF finalizes acquisition of former Revenue building

gym for a few years now
and cannot be more excited
about joining the EACF to
create a community center
based around health and
wellness,” said Moore.
“The opportunity to jump
in on such a community
endeavor is beyond the
goals we had set for our
future, and we see this as
an opportunity to grow
stronger roots here in Ely.”

The identity of the
other two tenants is not yet
known and Sundell was
not at liberty at this time to
discuss who they might be.

Over the next six to
nine months, the build-
ing will be remodeled to
accommodate the needs
of the potential tenants
of the facility. “We’ve
already started the design
process with our architect
and potential tenants,”

an
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said Dave Marshall, the
EACF Board Vice Chair.
“We expect this process
to produce construction
documents for remodeling
the building.”

EACF would like to
open the facilities in the
summer of 2023. Before

a letter to commissioners.
“These include a shrink-
ing labor market and more
difficulty in keeping bud-
geted staff positions filled,
rapidly escalating costs
and supply disruptions
for materials that affect
capital construction proj-

that can happen, the non-
profit intends to remodel
the building, including
replacing the roof. EACF
will also study the feasi-
bility of adding a pool to
the facility. The EACF is
examining the costs of not
only building the pool but

ects and increasing focus
onrecognizing and serving
mental health needs within
the community.”

more importantly operating
it. Sundell remarked in a
statement that, “We know
we’llhavetoraise addition-
al money to make the pool a
reality. We’re looking at it
as a potential second phase
of the project.”

Tlelidag
Opegn ﬁou%g

stop by for a ia

and o holida

Looking to Serve

?‘ Your Community?

S

Greenwood Township is Seeking:

o Assistant Fire Chief
« Safety and Training Officer

o Administrative Assistant
« Firefighters and Emergency Medical Responders

-Training Provided at No Cost
-Hourly Wage for Training and Calls

-Pension Provided

For more information,
job description,
and an application, contact:

firedept@greenwoodtownshipmn.com
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and earrings made from
Local deer hide and

paint markers.
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427 €. Sheridan St Bly
www.elysartandsoul.com
Phone 218-365-#300
Open: Wed-Sat 10-4

‘ Ely, MN
"N ikl  218.365.6745
NORTHWOODS P
COMEPATNY

Great Holiday Gift Picks Throughout the Store

* SOL Snow Tube & Pump for $199
*Snowshoes 30% OFF
* Darn Tough & Smartwool Socks Buy 4-Get 1 Free

* Select Flannels $10 OFF

* Northriver 20% OFF
f

Stop in and see all we have to offer!

RESERVE YOUR STAY IN 2023... |

% &PAY  _xx
4% 2022 RATES!! 3%

Reservations Must Be Made By 12/31/22

Hwy. 169, Tower, MN ¢ 218-753-4851
www.marjomoteltowermn.com

P Ay K '
R AR &*2‘5)?2‘3?2‘5*

ssings Gift Shop & Beagy ,
N

112 S River St., Cook
Toni Monsivais * 651-503-4173

5 HOLIDAY HOURS :
% - Tues. & Wed: Appointments only for Skincare/ ¥
i - Makeup Consultations and private shopping
g : Store Open: Thurs. 10 AM-7 PM (Sip n" Shop) : ¥
Vg Fri. & Sat. 10to 5 P

A December 19-24: Mon-Wed 126 andby  : V
! appointments only until Dec. 29-30 then 12-4 : y

Ely Flower & Seed

Season’s Greetings from
the Staff of Ely Flower & Seed!

~ Large selection of
", DOG SWEATERS...and
B Booties of All Kinds!

W. Camp St., Ely
365-6555

EyeesY

515 Main St., Tower * 218-F35-3828

A Hours: M-sSat 1o0am-&pm
L
. ws‘l;}‘ b
e

-

Pikeriverproducts.com

Ll -

I'l i Wil
T
POWERSPORTS)

- Update, Expanded Fleet of
2023 Models!

* Half / Full / Multi-Day Rentals
Available

* Connected to Thousands of
Miles of Groomed Trails

* Guided Excursions Available

* Perfect for Your Next
Company Event

CALL (218) 827-2635

wiww.lossings.com = sales@lossings.com
30 North Drive, Babbitt, MN 55706

Like s on n
Facebook!

GIFT & SAUNA SHOP
£ MINESOTA
Est. 1987

-

Experience Up North Shopping at the Finest

% Stocked Full of

Gift Giving Ideas...
with Special Markdown
on Selected Furniture
& Lighting

124 N. Central Ave., Ely ¢ 218.365.3639

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 e MealeysInEly.com

 DECEMBER DEAL
303 Main St, Tower, 55790
NordicHomeNorth.com « 612-280-9195
Mon-Sat 10-4ish and by appointment
Always serving Nordic Goodies & Cider

NS

@ ::

* On-site jewelry repair
e Custom jewelry design
* Jewelry appraisals

* Watch batteries

» Stone remounting

ROCKS THE JEWELERS

Holiday Hours: M-F: 10:30 AM-5 PM; Sat 10:30 AM-2 PM
314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN « 218-741-7625 [El=Sre=las

On the Snowmobile eﬂg;ﬁ
Trail System  Avaigapy

30 Center St, Soudan ¢ 218-753-2333
RESERVE at: www.vermilionparkinn.com i

20% OFF SALE

¢ Sweat Pants
¢ Lounge Pants
¢ Flannel & Chamois

Shirts & More!
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 9 AM-5 PM
_ry Sun:10-4
129 N. Central Ave., Ely ¢ 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

Healthy and
Organic Foods

) ;llme Green Great Gifts!

’ Pantl‘ Y . Winter Hours:
' T-F: 9-5:30,

8 0t 93

Shop Local, Shop Small, Shop Tower
Healthy Food, Snacks, Gluten-free
Charcuterie Boards & Fixings
Gifte, Kitchenware, & Vintage Findg
615 Main St, Tower - 218-421-9133

(1]

COOK BUILDING CENTER

SAFE ROOFS!

Wheels | Made in USA

Minnsnowta
Roof Razor

$125

(Amazon $154.95) b
While supplies last - 1 per person-expires 12/31/2023

A Great
24t of Pole | Safe on Roof with Gift Idea!,

COUPON
NOdNOoOD

g;&

cﬁ““”" ¢,  Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
& % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

ook puLDwe center  eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

GABIN QUILTING

Your North Country « 5 -Star Rated Shop

15% o
ALL GIFT ITEMS

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts
Susan Covey °* 218-666-3146 o

227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723
cabinquilting@gmail.com

218-744-4821
Call to Schedule

—

Corad )

SHOP MAIN STREET- TOWER

Ubetcha Antiques | Uffda Thrifts
& Uniques & Gifts
601 Main St, Tower 603 Main St., Tower

+ e

Shop Local!

socks, gloves, cards, gifts
puzzles, stocking stuffers,
games, gnomes galore
Bigfoot & Smokey Bear Collectibles

B Store Hours: 10 AM:S PM « 218.753:3422
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Serving northern
St. Louis County
since 1989

by DavID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- The North
Woods girls basketball team
couldn’t overcome a slow start
against Two Harbors on Dec.
9, falling to the Agates 83-67
at North Woods.

Despite some early turn-
overs,the Grizzlies wentup 9-8
on atriple by Helen Koch and a
basket by Hannah Kinsey. The
Agatesretook the lead and Koch
kept North Woods close with
another trey, making the score
19-15, but an 18-7 run by Two
Harbors gave them a 15-point

cushion at 37-22 with five
minutes remaining in the half.

Talise Goodsky dropped
in a trey and a double for the
Grizzlies, and baskets in the
last minute of the half by Brynn
Chosa and River Cheney made
the score 48-34 at the half.

The Grizzlies’ sluggish
start proved to be the difference
in this one, as in the second half
they got on track and played
the Agates toe-to-toe, 35-33.
However, North Woods could
not make any significant cuts
in the Two Harbors lead.

“We had a very slow start
on offensive the first half, and

Ely red hot in 101-23 win over [-Falls, sl

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TWO HARBORS—A
tough Agates’ defense in the
paint and ice-cold outside
shooting put the Timberwolves
behind the eight ball here on
Saturday as they suffered their
first loss of the young season,
70-43.

Two days earlier, the
Wolves were red hot from
beyond the arc as they
racked up 101 points against
International Falls. They
should have saved some of
the juice for Saturday as they
went just two-for-twenty
from three-point range in
the first half and struggled
inside thanks to the Agates’
aggressive defense and height
advantage.

“I thought we played
okay against a very good and
physical team,” said Ely Head
Coach Tom McDonald. “We
just dug too deep of a hole
with that poor shooting in the
first half.”

The Wolves trailed 43-21
heading into the break and
they only lost ground in the

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Slow start sinks Grizzlies

we had a hard time picking up
momentum,” said North Woods
Head Coach Liz Cheney. “In
the locker room at halftime we
talked about what was working
and what we needed to do, and
they really capitalized on that

in the second half.”

The Grizzlies did a better
job of taking care of the ball in
the second half, due in part to
the Agates taking off some of
the pressure with acomfortable

lead.

Cheney said she was
pleased with the way the
Grizzlies continued to work

hard to the final buzzer.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Mixed week for Wolves

Top: Ely senior Erron
Anderson tries to get a
shot off under intense
pressure by a trio of
Broncos’ defenders.

Right: Ely freshman point
guard Jack Davies drives
the ball down the court.
Davies scored a
career-high 39 points last
Thursday to lead Ely to

a rout over International
Falls.

photos by J. Greeney

second half.

Senior guard Joey Bianco
was Ely’s top scorer with 17
points, below his average
game output. Freshman Jack
Davies added 12 points to
the mix.

Just two days earlier, on
Ely’shome hardwood, Davies
hit the bullseye on eight
straight treys on his way to
a career high 39 points as he
helped the Wolves devour the
Broncos 101-23. “We played
very well from the start,” said
McDonald, as Ely scored at
will,rackingupa66-11lead by
the half on route to their second
straight rout of the season.

While Davies led the way,

uggish in 70-43 loss at Two Harbors

Right: North
Woods
junior River
Cheney
tangles for
the ball with
aTwo
Harbors
player
during their
Friday night
hoops
contest
played

at North
Woods.

The Agates
went on to
win 83-67.

Bianco had a strong night as
well, racking up 26 points
and tallying nine rebounds
and eight assists. Sophomore
Caid Chittum and senior Jason
Kerntz added 11 points apiece.

The Wolves were set
to host Northeast Range on

Friday with a 7 p.m. start
and no B-squad beforehand.
They head to Mesabi East on
Monday and host Cook County
next Thursday, with a 6:30
p.m. start.

BOYS BASKETBALL

North Woods
tops Spartans,
improve to 3-1

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

NASHWAUK- The North Woods
boys basketball team moved to 3-1 on
the season early this week, bouncing
back from a 70-60 loss at Moose Lake
on Monday with aconvincing 99-70 win
over Nashwauk-Keewatin on Tuesday.

The Grizzliesled Moose Lake in the
second half, but Head Coach Andrew
Jugovichsaid that the Rebels dictated the
pace toward the end to pull this one out.

“Their game plan was to slow us
down, spread us out and force us to make
afew mistakes on defense,and they did,”
Jugovich said.
“And when
we made those

Their

mistakes, they

wereabletohit ~ SdIMNE plan
an open three  WwAqs tO SlOW
or layup. It was

tough for our us dOWﬂ,
boys to adjust,

and then we Spfead us
felt rushed at QUL and fOI'CC
the end. Even us to make 1

forhow fast we

normally go. it few mistakes,
t .
was definitely arld they dld

rushed_”
Back on
the road on N:;l;v(\:[gggﬁ
Tuesday, the A
9 A d h
Grizzlies found ndrew Jugovic
themselves

down quickly to N-K and had trouble
containing Spartans senior guard Marcus
Moore in the first half.

“He was unstoppable,” Jugovich
said. “He scored 25 of their 45 points
in the first half.”

But the second half was a different
story. With some defensive adjustments,
the Grizzlies took Moore and the crowd
out of the game, while North Woods
geared up their game on both ends of
the floor. They held Moore and the other
Spartans to only 25 second-half points
while piling up 56 points of their own
to breeze to the 99-70 win.

Jonah Burnett continued to be a
force for the Grizzlies’ offense, hitting a
team leading 23 against Moose Lake and
pilingup 32 against N-K. Jared Chiabotti
edged Burnett out for top scorer against
N-K with 34 points.

The Grizzlies had a home contest
scheduled for Friday against Northland,
and will play Wrenshall in Babbitt in
the Northeast Range gym on Monday.

Wolves nip the Broncos in

by CATIE CLARK on Friday, Dec. 9.
Ely Editor “We played a little sloppy
until about eight minutes to go
INTERNATIONAL and then we buried them,” said

FALLS —The Timberwolves
snowed the Broncos 57-42 here

Head Coach Max Gantt. “We
finally started moving the ball

GIRLS BASKETBALL

around and knocking down some
open shots. Grace LaTourell led
the way on offense, pouring in
20 points, while Madeline Perry
was right behind with 16 points.

“Maizy Sundblad and Claire

border battle

Thomas gave us great minutes off
the bench, too,” said Gantt.
“We’re proud of the win,”
Gantt added. “It’s tough to win
in International Falls. We grinded
outatough game and did whatev-

er it took to get that win.”

The Wolves’ Dec. 13 game
at Silver Bay was canceled due
to weather. The Wolves head to
Chisholm on Monday, Dec. 19.
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Birders
around the area will be
pulling out their binoculars
and warm winter gear over
the next couple weeks to
take partinthe 123rd annual
Christmas Bird Count,
sponsored and organized by
the Audubon Society.

The annual count is
one of the most effective

utdoor

CITIZEN SCIENCE

ways for birders of all skill
levels to take part in a valu-
able citizen science project
that has helped researchers
better document the popu-
lation trends and shifting
ranges of North American
birds, and that informa-
tion isn’t just available to
scientists. Audubon has
compiled decades worth of
summarized data from the
annual counts and makes
it available on its website,

where anyone can look
up the population trends
of their favorite, or least
favorite, birds over time.
Did you know that the
red crossbill population
in Minnesota has jumped
sharply over the past ten
years, while the gray jay
population has fallen by
nearly two-thirds? This is
justsome of the information

See BIRDS...pg. 3B

Our lives in the

S Northwoods

Christmas hird counts set across the North Gountry

Local Christmas hird counts

» ELY —Was held early this year on Thursday,
Dec. 15.

»COOK — Saturday,Dec.31.ContactJulie Grahn
at 218-666-2450 or jg.grahn@gmail.com.

»AURORA — Thursday, Dec. 29. Contact Steve
Falkowski at debfalk@gmail.com.

»ISABELLA —Sunday, Jan. 1. Contact Steve
Wilson at 218-753-6110 or clevergrayjay @ gmail.

WILDLIFE RESEARCH

Study sends fisher biologists
back to the drawing board

Findings show the species is resistant to nesting in artificial boxes

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
REGIONAL — Three

years ago, biologist Michael
Joyce installed over 100 “nest”
boxes designed to meet the
specific needs of the fisher,
Minnesota’s largest member
of the weasel family. Joyce
had hoped his project would
reveal a potential solution to
what appears to be a significant
decline in the fisher population
in Minnesota.

However, it’s now back to
the drawing board after three
years of monitoring the boxes
revealed that while fishers, and
many other forest critters, occa-
sionally saton them,climbed on
them, and even crawled inside
them, it appears no fisher ever
used one of the boxes for nesting
purposes.

Regardless, give Joyce an
“A” for effort. As basic science
goes, it was a near-Herculean
task to build, haul, hang, and
monitor all of the boxes,each of
which weighed 55 pounds and
had to be hauled a considerable
distance into the forest before
being hung in a tree. Joyce,
who works for the Natural
Resources Research Institute,
or NRRI, had help along the
way from various field techni-
cians along with some students
from Vermilion Community
College.And giventhatscience
isaboutexpanding knowledge,
even a negative result on an
experiment is valuable.

In this case, it means wild-
life managers will need to look
to other solutions for help in

Above: A pair of
rambunctious fisher kits find
a nest box a fun place to play,
but researchers found no
evidence that adult females
used the boxes for nesting
with young.

Right: A couple cinnamon
phase black bears check out
one of the boxes.

Lower right: A bobcat looks
for a way into another one of
the boxes.

photos courtesy of M. Joyce/NRRI

recovering the fisher popula-
tion. Studies from elsewhere
in North America had shown
that fishers will use nest boxes
for reproduction, a finding that
Joyce wanted to confirm here
in Minnesota. “To me, that’s
the first step, to see if they will
use them,” said Joyce in an
interview with the Timberjay
back in 2019. “Then we need
to figure out where they will
use them.”

Joyce’s study, funded
by a $190,000 grant from
the Legislative Citizens
Commission on Minnesota
Resources, used a variety
of methods to monitor use
of the boxes, including trail
cams and sticky tape that was
applied near the entrance to the
boxes, designed to collect hair
samples. Each box also had a
thermometer, which tracked the
temperatures inside the boxes.
The cameras used by Joyce cap-
tured more than three million
images, more than Joyce has
been able to review so far.

The boxes are heavy duty,
built from a double layer of

plywood sandwiching foam
insulation, which would offer
more thermal protection for
the animals that utilize them.
The nest box entrances were
designed specifically to accom-
modate female fishers, which
are significantly smaller than
males, while excluding males.
That was supposed to offer the
females and their young protec-
tion from the males, which can
be aggressive during breeding
periods. The researchers have

reinforced the entrance holes

with a third layer of dense
hardwood to discourage red
squirrels from enlarging the
entrances.

Female fishers typically
give birth to their young in
March, and they often breed
again within days of giving
birth, said Joyce. “Female
fishers are effectively pregnant
year-round,” said Joyce. But the

See FISHER..pg. 3B

SOLUTIONS

Just a few of the more than two
dozen blue jays that descend
on our yard for breakfast every
morning. By feeding them away
from the rest of the bird
feeders, it allows other birds

to feed as well.

Diversionary
feeding proves
an effective
strategy for jays

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

If you enjoy feeding birds this
time of year but don’t like to see
dozens of aggressive blue jays keep
other birds from getting their share,
consider this rather simple solution.
When it comes to blue jays, my own
feeders were overrunning with them
this fall and early winter. We have a
flock of atleast 25 of them that come
every morning and typically don’t
leave until they had vacuumed up
almost every seed.

I’ve been feeding cracked corn
for several years to try to distract
the jays from the more expensive
sunflower seeds, but the combina-
tion of sunflower seeds and cracked
corn just seemed to bring ever more
blue jays to our yard. They’ve made
it difficult for less aggressive birds,
like pine grosbeaks and chickadees
to get anywhere near the feeders.

Recently, I found a way to
keep the blue jays in check enough
to allow other birds a chance. I
started putting the foods that blue
jays like— cracked corn with a few
sunflower seeds and peanuts mixed
in— in another part of the yard,
scattered on the ground at least 40
feet from the feeders that hang near
our picture windows.

‘We have just as many blue jays
in the yard as before, but now they
spend most of their seed-gobbling
time over at the alternative site
and my chickadees, nutchatches,
and grosbeaks are able to find their
place at the feeder without being
overwhelmed by all the jays. We
still get jays at the regular feeders,
but now they come in ones and
twos, not dozens at a time. It’s an
example of diversionary feeding and
I’ve found it to be an excellent solu-
tion to my daily blue jay invasion.
They’ve gone from being totally out
of control to manageable, with just
one simple change.

READ

the Timberjay!
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BIRDS...Continued from page 2B ———

that can be easily retrieved
on Audubon’s interactive
online data base, available
at www.audubon.org/con-
servation/where-have-all-
birds-gone.

As the name suggests,
the bird counts are held in
a two-week window right
around Christmas each
year, and this year the
counts innorthern St.Louis
and Lake counties, other
than Ely are all scheduled
for after Christmas. The
Ely area count was held
early this year on Dec. 15,
while the Aurora count is
set for Thursday, Dec. 29.
The Cook count will be held
Saturday, Dec. 31, while
the long-running Isabella
countis setfor Sunday,Jan.
1.(See contact information
for all the counts on the
accompanying chart on
previous page).

Each of the Christmas
counts is held within a
15-mile-wide count circle,
centered on aspecific point.
CBC participants count all

Outdoors briefly

Snowmobile
trail work now
underway

REGIONAL— Trail
crews have been packing
area snowmobile trails in
recent days, getting set for
the upcoming snowmobile
season.

DNR trails staff rep-
ports that there is consider-
able water in area swamps
and that the lack of extend-
ed sub-zero temperatures
have slowed freeze-up.

“We are trying to
strike the balance between
packing what we can and
not sinking our sleds in
the swamps,” said DNR
assistant area supervisor

the birds they see on that
day within the count circle.
Some birders spend the
day skiing or snowshoeing
through the woods. Others
drive the backroads, and
still others count the birds
at their feeders from the
comfort of their living
room.

New or prospective
birders are always welcome
to take partin the Christmas
count, which is free of
charge, but you’ll want
to reach out to the count
coordinator beforehand.
Don’t worry if you’re
just a novice. You could
well be teamed up with an
experienced birder, which
is the best way to learn
about bird species in the
area and the habitats where
you’re likely to find them.
It’s a fun way to spend a
day, but it’s also important
scientific work that has
been critically important
in documenting changes
in bird populations over
the decades.

Brad Dekkers.

Dekkers said most
area snowmobile clubs
are in a similar position in
terms of readiness.

With the major snow-
fall that was underway
as the Timberjay went to
press, upland trail work is
likely to begin in earnest
by next week.Much colder
weather forecast for next
week should help area
swamps begin to stiffen as
well. We have been talking
back and forth with the
snowmobile clubs in our
area, and most everyone
is in about the same place.
Most have just begun
packing, or they are plan-
ning to begin this weekend
or next week.

SPECIALS
& FAVORITES
AVAILABLE

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY'S PIZZA

Celebrate With Us! ™.

NEW YEAR’S EV

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS SOON

a LIVE MUSIC &
 HONKEYTONK & HANGOVERS”
@ 8§ PM+to12 AM

CLOSED MONDAYS
Hours: Tues-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: S,Tu,W,Th: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza: S,Tu,W to 9 PM; Thur. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza
Reservations Appreciated * Take Out Available

We)BuyiClean|Used Vehicles!

Chevy Red Tag Bonus.......$500

MSRP..$34,240

2020 Ford Edge SEL AWD..........
2020 Buick Encore Pref. AWD

2019 RAM 3500 HD Crew 4x4....

A"\"3 WASCHKE FAMILY
sl CHEVROLET< COOK

** Red Tag Bonus not applicable with all offers.
Must take delivery from dealer stock 1/3/2023

PRE-OWNED SALES EVENT!

2020 Buick Envision Preferred AWD.......GM Certified!....$34,990
...Ready For Anything!....$32,990
..ONLY 22K Miles!........... $42,990
..... ONLY 16K Miles!.......$30,990
Low Miles! Sharpl...............$30,990

2020 Ford Escape SE AWD.........

2020 Chrysler Voyageur LXI................

2019 Ford F-150 XL Sport Crew 4x4....Only 45K Miles!....$39,990
2019 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4.......... Sale Priced.......... $29,990
2019 RAM 1500 4x4 Warlock...............
2019 Chev. Silverado RST 4x4....
2019 Dodge Durango GT 4x4......
2019 RAM 1500 Warlock Classic 4x4........31K Miles!.......$38,990
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SE...

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

218-666-5901 + 1-800-238-4545 &

NOW $33,740

126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

READ T

 TIMBERJAY!

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mmm

from NOAA weather

WILDLIFE

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
kol b/ ‘f'b"‘g’
" . :
31 19 23 7 135 : 5 -10 3 -10
Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
12/05 24 2 0.00 12/05 25 1 0.00 1205 26 1 0.00 12/05 19 -6 001 1.0° 1205 25 -1 0.00
12/06 18 -5 0.00 12/06 19 -7 0.00 12/06 17 -8 0.01 1206 9 -13  0.00 12/06 15 -10 0.00
12/07 18 -5 001 10" 12007 10 -2 012 16" 1207 9 -3 009 1.0° 1207 3 -17 011 25 1207 10 -3 010 1.2
12/08 5 -13 0.00 12/08 5 -19 0.00 12/08 3 -17 0.00 12/08 25 -6 0.00 12/08 5 -19 0.00
12/09 25 7 0.00 1209 25 1 0.00 12/09 22 3 0.00 12/09 34 18 0.00 12/09 26 -1 0.00
12/10 34 10 011 1.0° 1210 33 16 010 1.0° 1240 33 10 002 1.0° 12110 28 27 0.00 12/10 34 18 0.00
12411 29 25 0.09 0.8 12/11 30 28 0.00 1241 29 25 010 0.8 121 32 27 000 1211 29 25 012 12
YTD Total 25,54 17.9" YTD Total 28.29 17.6” YTD Total 2576 22.4”. YTD Total NA NA YTD Total 3540 17.2"

DNR receives moose habitat grant

REGIONAL—A new federal
grant award will fund collaborative
planning by the Minnesota DNR to
further large-scale moose habitat
restoration in northeast Minnesota.

The award from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
through the new America the
Beautiful Challenge, will provide
$443,600 to the DNR for the plan-
ning effort, with a goal of an imple-
mentation plan for moose habitat
restoration on three areas of 10,000
to 50,000 contiguous acres each.

FISHER...Continued from page 2B

fertilized embryos are maintained
in a kind of suspended animation
for months, and only implant and
begin to grow during the following
winter. This unusual process, known
as delayed implantation, is typical
of members of the weasel family as
well as bears.

While thoughtfully designed,
the boxes didn’tattract much interest
from female fisher. Fishers, of either
sex, were detected at less than half
of the boxes, and Joyce didn’t see
any indication of females giving
birth nor raising kits in the boxes.
He speculates that several factors
may have deterred them.

“Maybe the box location wasn’t
where the fishers wanted them,
or they had better natural cavities
available,” Joyce said. “We put the
boxes in areas with recent presence

Tribal, federal, county and
non-governmental partner organi-
zations helped develop the plan-
ning approach and signed letters
of support for the DNR’s grant
application, which was one of 55
chosen nationwide from more than
500 applications.

The patchwork of tribal,, federal,
state, county and private land in
northeast Minnesota makes large-
scale habitat restoration particularly
challenging. The grant will fund
a series of workshops with tribal,

federal, state, county and non-gov-
ernmental partner organizations
in 2023 and 2024 to identify the
challenges facing large-scale moose
habitat restoration, find strategies
to address the challenges, iden-
tify areas for large-scale habitat
restoration and create an imple-
mentation plan for the restoration.
The implementation plan will also
identify potential sources of funding
to complete the agreed upon large-
scale habitat restoration.

of fishers, but with their population
decline they might not have been
there anymore.”

Another outcome of the study
will improve data gathering for
this species going forward. The
thermometers picked up a unique
temperature fingerprint for fishers in
the boxes. That means researchers
can determine if fishers are using
the boxes by visiting the sites just
once a year and collect data that is
much easier to analyze than millions
of photos.

Bohcats a possible challenge

Another theory for the recent
fisher decline is that their number
one predator, the bobcat, might be
winning.Research by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
has shown that this wild feline
population has increased to about

* On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
* Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!
(call for rate)

218.753.2333 » 30 Center St., Soudan MN
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com ¢ vermilionparkinn.com

Holiday Getaway Destination!

» Comfortable Private Rooms
* Continental Breakfast

7,000 from a low of 2,000 some-40
years ago.

To date, the suggestion that
bobcats are preying on fisher is
mostly anecdotal. Trapping data
does suggest that fisher numbers
tend to be low when bobcat numbers
are high.

Joyce received additional
funding to capture both bobcats
and fishers to outfit them with GPS
collars and track their overlapping
movements for further study.

“Bobcats tend to do well in
young forests, while fishers prefer
old forests —but there are forest con-
ditions that they both use, especially
where they are hunting for shared
prey,” said Joyce. This project to gain
more insight into fisher and bobcat
interactions is underway and the
project will continue through 2024.

PESHEL @&
Accou NTI NG 218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89| Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

Apply Now

for

Spring
Semester

Starting
January 9

2023

Minnesota
NorthCollege

A Member of Minnesota State
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EMPLOYMENT

STEGER
MukLuks
Steger Mukluks is Hiring!

> Positions are available in
Sales and Production
» Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and
Year-Round positions available
» Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing

employees a safe and fun work
atmosphere in Ely, MN for 35 years.

Email officeassist@mukluks.com

or call 365-6634 to join the team!

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

W Waschke Family Chevrolet is

. currently seeking an Auto Body

LN Technician and an  Automotive

= e Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-

son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com. tmn

Program Accountant (2 positions)
Closes: December 22, 2022

Position Purpose: The Program Accountant
is responsible for setting up, maintaining, and
monitoring all general ledger accounts, funds,
and budgets in the accounting system relative
to State, Federal and Tribal contract/programs
including preparing adjusting journal entries
under the direction of the Program Accounting
Supervisor. Also monitors contracts/programs
by providing requests, reporting and docu-
mentation under the direction of the Program
Accounting Supervisor (Supervisory Program
Accountant).

Website: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

www.timberjay.com

73T, Building Maintenance

‘i Worker- Public Works
b $24.23 - $29.27 Hourly
Apply by 12/20/2022
www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 12/16

Nurse Practitioner

Closes: January 09, 2023

Position Purpose: The Nurse Practitioner pro-
vides diagnostic, preventative, and therapeutic
health services to patients and family mem-
bers at the Bois Forte and Vermilion Clinics;
with the ability to function as an independent
practitioner. The Bois Forte Health & Human
Services and IHS goal is to raise Indian Health
status to the highest possible level.

Website: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9, 16, 23 & 30 2022

Current Openings

W LICENSED TEACHER

Vermilion Country School is
seeking to hire a full-time licensed teacher
for the 2022-2023 school year. Position
open until filled. Salary per established
pay scale (available by request). Due to
growing enroliment, we have openings in
science, social studies and language arts.
In our school’s teaching model, teachers
can teach across the curriculum.

The Vermilion Country School is a grades
7-12 charter school in Tower. The school
serves a multicultural student body of approx.
45 students, with an innovative learning model
that is uniquely-adapted to this rural commu-
nity. For more information, visit our website at
www.vermilioncountry.org.

For more information, full job description,
or an application, please email
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org, or call
218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for office)
or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

PT PARAPROFESSIONAL

(afternoons)
Vermilion Country School is seeking to hire a
part-time paraprofessional to work afternoons
(M, Tu,Th, Fr 12:30-3:30 p.m., and 12:30-1:30
p.m. on Wed.) Please call the school office at
218-753-1246 ext. 2 for details.

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CEMTER

Our Speciaity & You
OPEN POSITIONS
Business Office Laborato
FT Accounts Receivable/Collections FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at
Technician- (Wage starting at $18.10/hr) $23.38/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Care Center Radiology
FT &PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting  FTRadiologic Technologist (Wage starting
at $17.36/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus) at $26.14/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/[ER Casual Ultrasound Tech
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at (Independent Contractor)
$35.17/hr, $4,000 sign-on bonus) Casual Radiologic Tech
PT Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at (Independent Contractor)
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required) Dietary
Environmental Services PT Dietary Aide/Cook
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping (Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)
and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at
$14.68/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus) TO APPLY:
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at
$14.68/hr)

Muore Info? Comtact Haman Resoarces

218-666-6220

humanresonrces@cookhospital.org

TP Conir il & Core: Centier pfibrs comDeive pov on Seneit

The Cook Hospitalis an equal opportuinity provider and employer

POSITION OPENING
ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS - ISD No. 696

Substitute School Nurse

RATE OF PAY: $29.06/hr.; QUALIFICATIONS:
Valid state license to practice as a regis-
tered nurse or a licensed practical nurse.
Background check required. Application
\J (non-licensed) available at www.ely.k12.mn.us
\ P or in the District Office. Return materials to:
Ely Public Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 600
<" E. Harvey St.,, Ely, MN 55731 or email to Ilwe-
strick@ely.k12.mn.us.

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 16 & 23, 2022

CITY OF BABBITT

Assistant Recreation Coordinator
Winter hours are afternoons and evenings,
and work encompasses maintaining the ice

arena. $16 an hour, 32 hours per week.

Teen Center Attendant
Hours are evenings. $14 an hour,
14 hours per week.

Can apply at Babbitt City Hall, or
on the City of Babbitt Web page

PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notices are online each week
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

PUBLIC NOTICES

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP

Notice of Filing for Town Offices
to be Elected

Notice is hereby given that a town election
will be held in the Township of Kabetogama,
St. Louis County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, the
14t day of March, 2023.

The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy
will be Tuesday, January 3, 2023. The last
day will be Tuesday, the 17th day of January,
2023, at 5:00 p.m..

Filings may be made with Clerk Mary
Manninen. You can either make an appoint-
ment by calling 240-9325 or Town Hall 875-
2082 or emailing kabtown@frontier.com. You
may file without appointment by coming into
the Town Hall on Tuesday, January 17, 2023,
between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The following terms will be expiring:
Supervisor Seat #1 for the term of one year
Supervisor Seat #2 for the term of two years
Supervisor Seat #3 for the term of three years
Treasurer for the term of two years

Filing fee is $2.00.

December 5, 2022
Clerk, Mary Manninen

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022

Vermilion Lake Township
Notice of Filings

Filings for the following offices will open on
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 and close on
Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.

Supervisor . . . . 3-year term
Treasurer. . . . 2-year term

Filing fee: $2.00

Candidates: File Affidavit of Candidacy

by appointment only at the CLERK’S
OFFICE, 6703 Wahlsten Rd. The clerk’s

office will be open the last day of filing

from 1 p.m.-5p.m.
Call 218-749-2902 and leave a message.
Election will be held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023
Crystal Alaspa, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 16 & 30, 2022

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF ELECTION
MN 205.16, subd. 4

THE GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL ELECTION WILL BE
HELD ON MARCH 14, 2023

Polls will be open 7:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m. at
the Greenwood Town Hall

Offices to be elected:
Supervisor Position 1: 3-year term
Supervisor Position 2: 3-year term

Clerk Position: 1-year term
Treasurer Position: 2-year term

Filings will open Tuesday, January 3, 2023
and close on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at
5:00 p.m. Applicants, please file affidavit of
candidacy at the town hall. Town hall offices
will be open on Tuesday, January 17 until
5:00 p.m. to accept affidavits.

THE GREENWOOD TOWN BOARD
WILL MEET IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ANNUAL

MEETING ON MARCH 14, 2023 TO

PAY BILLS AND CANVASS ELECTION
RESULTS.

In case of inclement weather, the election
and meetings will be held the following
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at the same times
listed. MS365.51, subd. 1.

JoAnn Bassing, Interim Town Clerk.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILINGS

Filings for the following offices open on
Tuesday, January 3, 2023, through Tuesday,
January 17, 2023 at 5 p.m. for the offices of:

1 Supervisor: 3-year term
1 ClerkTreasurer

Filing fee is $2.

File the Affidavit of Candidacy at Clerk’s
Office. Please call 218-355-0163 (cell) for the
clerk’s office hours.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 16 & 30, 2022

Town of Embarrass Notice
Township Board Supervisor to be
Appointed to fill Vacant Seat 2.

The Embarrass Town Board will be accepting let-
ters of interest for anyone wishing to serve on the
Embarrass Township Board until a special election
is held. Date of special election is to be determined.

Jennifer Boase, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 16, 2022

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

4 7 8|9

6|5 4 3

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

¥ Moderate 4 € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond

to an ad, we urge you to

prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

PET CREMATION

VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for
pet cremation details and rates.

| e e s |
I - - L] - I
' Try out the Timberjay classifieds | MARINE
use the same care and ! Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum. !
1 Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 1
: (private parties only). We now accept payment by : Centrally Located On
BUILDING : Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to : —_—
I 218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 1 Lake l/erml lion
SERVICES : are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices : . \’)4 Covered Wt & Dry Boat Scorzge
1 and information on discounts. 1 — Lease or Purchase Options
- : Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114 : e Marina + Mechanic on Duty
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC 1 1 Convenience Store
“P tAP’eceOf B o v — ————————————————————— -] 24-HourFue1'L1veBalt
u
Northern MARINE 4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
Minnesota www.shamrocklanding.com
In Your Home”
Superior Quality F\ 3 'ﬂ? .? 5 Fruit Favorites Gift Box {
* Plank Paneling ouT B|0AR|]s Moc%ﬁngOINT = 7y s
fim Frank’s Marine il g
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings Sales & Service . BOAT WORKS ]
* Industrial Lumber Mercury, Crestiner, Lun 4655Ll\g§gc\?:rl;\1ill°iglrl‘1t Rd LAKE VERMILION, TOWER iy
www.fran _smarlnesa les.com ocate 'wo miles southwes §f‘yE,5,l§.;
218-744-1788 | [Aoraisisssie | 18.753-3319 “ REW Fal Hours: | ) ¥
g St | | Shused
v reAcuRy LAUUNE) aafine 1 8 contiguous st !
Mechanic on Duty s MRl ' )
WANTED moccasinpointmarine.com : :
SELIGA CANOES WANTED:

We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

Sales - Service

G YAMAHA

Rentals
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

Butcher's Deluxe Package
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (507) S|
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z.) -
SUPPORT o e e 12
8 FREE PureGround" Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.) el
GROUPS [21 8] 153 2950 S amosscron smo: 59999 e o
- YOUR MONEY BACK
Ely AA OPEN GROUP 8 BURGERS FREE
MEETINGS- in person meet- : - -
i:tgs%,‘ggegrﬁsdaiyiiitsfmifzﬁ b‘j’ Japheth L|ght tlmner a cnm ORDER NOW! - 1.855.402.7187 Ask for 71941ALG
| jay. _ oS com/GiGNSSET
1S SUPPORT GROUP- moors There are 13 black hexagons in the i i i
the SeCOnd Frlday Of the month | P - th b 1 _ ~ ‘OmahaSteaks.comy/ter 0S| or call 1.800.228.9872 for a copy. Expires 12/31/22. | Omaha Steaks, Inc.
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal F"UZE g. rlace ine numoers 0
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary around each of them. No number can
at 218-827-8327. . THAT ’'70s SHOW
be repeated in any partial hexagon Super Crossword
ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Or. shape along the border of the puzzle. | scposs 53—asoul 102 Perfectly 632-Down 39 “Pest’ of 841973 Jim
1 Motion 54 “Like — not!” 103 “Blue Velvet” brand since kiddie lit Croce hit
%eEt?n%’zTEgir?N%'ianeosg; detector, e.g. 55 Suffix of singer the early 40 Beet variety 85 Gourmet
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's 7 Portion out beliefs 105 “The Color 1900s 41 Letter stroke mushrooms
Lutheran Church, Virginia. 2 6 13 Person 58 Ending for Purple” 7 Curtain 45 Scoff 91 Class for tots,
sleeping next serpent novelist 8 Actor Holm 46 — kwon do for short
?ﬁﬁg&gs A;ANS N'p mmee}rs] /\ toyou, often 59 Microscope 109 In — 9 French wines (martial at) 92 Buckwheat
the upstairs of Woodland 20 Like many component (irritgted) 10 Linguistic 47 Tolkien brute noodle of
Presbyterian Church. 2 nuclei 62 Her first 110 Habited expressions 48 TV “Science Japan
i i : i " Bill i i
RARON ALY GHOUE e wehios 1MSie—  12Wokunt 50 Fionorsman 9 Caviar sourte
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 22 Nero or 66 Green and (some shoes) 13 Process by Wild .BI” — 97 The Doors
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one affected by someone else’s 25 Capital of 68 Japanese 119 Affluent Rio 14 Involve in surface 99 Refrain from
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church the country dog neighborhood contention 60 Wildlife- imbibing
In Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 3 4 3 Georgia 69 Video game 122 Sitcom 15 Print tracking [D 100 “Holy” council
g’g]”pzfg_gair_‘zg‘s’7even'”gs at 26 Doe's dear? pioneer associated resolution 61 Balletic bend 103 Gives rise to
_ i 27 Alley- — 72 — glance with nine abbr. 63 Thanksgiving 104 Shiny plastics
VIRGINIA AA  WOMEN'S 28 Sousing sort 75 Music genre featured first 16 Baseball’s Ott side servings 105 Jungian inner
¥EEZ|NG- l;atilgs by thePLake- 29 TV's Cheers, for brooders names in this 17 Popular font 64 Joking type personality
Unitodt Methodist Ghurch. 908 6 5 for one 76 Co-author puzzle type 65 Water barrier 106 Fictional
S 9th Ave, please use side door 30 Top pilot of the 2006 125 Hand-held 18 Puccini 70 Tot amuser sleuth Arséne
and parking. 31 Ice sheets bestseller filming opera 71 Add up to 107 Pointless
33 1960s-70s “Three Cups equipment 19 Iroquois tribe 72 State as fact 108 Prefix
Q@mEEENgoLNkCng“m”ede?é 4 talk show of Tea” 126 Soviet members 73 City in Ohio meaning
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 host 81 Like low-fat statesman 24 Liquor, 74 Luke and “people”
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 37 She played mozzarella Gromyko slangily Leia’s father 113 Spanish river
Sunday. For information call Bree on 86 Eggs, in labs 127 Lost lady in 29 Elton John’s 75 "And on and 115 Bits of wit
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670. D |FF|CU LTY TH'S WEEK: ’ ’ “Desperate 87 Pro's vote “The Raven” “— and the on”: Abbr. 116 Baseball's
AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK Housewives” 88 Dot in ﬂ:lJe 128 Stingi?g- A Iletl'sn 77 ﬁrc&hitecrt/l 117 Elauglhte;
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family . . 42 Al Bundy sea, to Jorge tentacle reel talian car udwig Mies armland unit
Group mests at Trinty Lutheran ¢ Easy ¢ \eium ¢ €@ Dificut portrayer Ed 89 Actor Baldwin  dweller 32 Soft drink vander— 118 Shanty
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet. 43 Nebraska city 90 Tunneling 129 “Already?” 34 Zen master's 78 Eden dweller 120 Pick-up-sticks
ing is for families and friends of B 2029 King Festures Sund._ Inc. 44 Jekyll's bad rodents 130 Got lippy with question 79 Actress math game
alcoholics. . ! side 93 What to do 35 Suffix with Greta 121 Prefix with
45 She played after hiding, DOWN form 80 Jewish month car
?r?ursda(;: E':t 7“"%5;"“% the mother in a kids’ 1 Pouches 36 Tony-winning after Adar 122 Classroom
Woodland Presbyterian Church, on “Lassie” game 2 Coup d— actress Johns 81 Baby food aides: Abbr.
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive FUNERAL SERVICES 49 Football's Joe 95 “M” star 3 Comic Dunn 37 Tennis’ Seles 82 Malted quaff 123 Antique Olds
in Babbitt. 51 Country next 98 Big snakes 4 Air pollution 38 Very valuable 83 No longerin 124 Actress
ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA R F I H to Georgia 101 — Gras 5 Iraq export violins the mil,, e.g. Arthur
MEETING- Every Monday at
T ey, \donday ange runera ome T 12 3 14 |5 [6 7 [8 [ [0 11 [12 13 [14 [15 [16 [17 [18 [19
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.
20 21 22
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a 23 25
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199. V|rg|n|a H|bb|ng
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.) 741-1481 263-3276
HIV/AIDS? For confidential com- “Friends Helping Friends”
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or — Weekly SU DO KU -
www.district8online.org.
AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E Answer
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Real Estat
cal Estate Premlum Hardwood Pellets
= = Closing Services, ~
BUILDING | ROOFING REEPEEE BEE- A= N Title Insurance "5~ The Good Kind |~
NIVLE o : i 40 Ib. bag Iy [
REMOCDELING e &Abstractmg ( -t $7 6 4 LA A
John Thomas Almeida Northeast Title Company  ELY OFFICE Pallet price $6.99  Cash& Camy oy AL bl L

has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731
professional services assuring  Phone (218)365-5256
peace of mind forour ~ Angie Mikulich
customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent

Owner & Designer
Pingajt@gmail.com

7 (218) 235-7305

Merry Christmas to All Our Customers!
Closed Dec.24,25,26, 3!, Jan [ & 2

= : closing. We take pride in our !.»“'-"" ""'-1,.,4‘ Phone/Fax: 2.18.555.5344
KITCHENS « BATHROOMS -FIREPLACES *BARS service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE Sy % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
Licensed & Insured - License #BCB74311 history of being a leader inthe 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792 SOG BUILDNG CENTER eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515
quality services and products  Jodee Micheletti
along with a professional - Owner/Licensed Closing Agent
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS

professional approach in all of ~ pp e (218)666-3174 L‘Jgt th QS Q pr Qrt S h Ql p

our transactions ensures our Sharon Maronick
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry. Licensed Closing Agent W 1 th g Q U T’ n th pI’O] {Z(it

Clean,

“49 minimalist,|
modern
styles!

ANDE = | CABINETS for CHRISTMAS

FINANCING
woooooooooooooo e0000000p 0

il e AND LAYAWAY
5 " L

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN * 218-741-9356

AVAILABLE

Merry Christmas =
from all of us to all of you!
CLOSED

Christmas: Dec. 23-26
New Years: Dec. 30-Jan. 2

VERMILION LUMBER

“Gadn| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS

0000000000000 00000000000000000000

| Geldn,
Ric| 218-753-2230 ] : for all members
ILUIEE': 302 Main St., Tower, MN visA| . . -,' “e of the famﬂy

M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

ATTORNEY

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Estate Planning

- General Questions

- Wills

«» Trusts

« Power of Attorney

- Health Care Declaration

- Cabin Succession Planning

Minnesota State Bar Association
Certified & Specialisy

Real Property Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

’. o000 o000 . "
KLUN LAW FIRM BIG Enough to Serve you; small Enough to Know You HOURS:
Direction. Guidance. Results. * FLOOR tu CEILING 8-5:30 M-F
1 E. Chapman Street o I E ?i-ldxﬂt
P.O. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731 ! 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/t. Iron C 5
218:365:3221 - 216.365-5566 Fax S5, (172 Wile West on Highway 169) -741-6690 floortoceiling.com/virginia
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