
KUGLER TWP— The 
pre-cast walls and roof are up 
and the new St. Louis County 
public works garage here will 
soon be fully enclosed so crews 
can begin interior work perhaps 
ahead of the new year. 

The new facility, which is 

tucked into the woods near the 
intersection of Hwy. 135 and 
County Rd. 26, will replace 
existing county garages in 
Tower and Embarrass once it’s 
ready for operation sometime 
in the late summer of 2023. 
According to  Chad Skelton, fleet 
and property manager for county 
public works, the new garage 
will house existing staff from the 

Tower and Embarrass garages 
and will include a supervisor 
along with the eight workers 
currently based out of the two 
facilities. Skelton predicts the 
new garage will be largely com-
pleted by late spring of 2023 and 
he expects crews to move in by 
mid-to-late summer. It should 

 Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

IMBERJAY
Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989

T
$150  VOL. 33,  ISSUE 48      December 9, 2022

Inside:
Tower orders new ambulance... See /9 
Green energy hub proposed... See /10
Winter sports underway... See /1B
BWCAW history...See /4B

CITY OF ELY

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

the

ELECTION 2022

‘TIS THE SEASON
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Skraba’s 3A win confirmed by recount
Rep. Rob Ecklund announced his concession late on Wednesday

Moratorium 
set on sale of 
cannabinoids

Traditional holiday celebrations return post-COVID
Above: The Tower-Soudan Area Singers performed Christmas 
carols and traditional holiday songs at the Breitung 
Community Center. See page 6 for future performances. 

Right and below: Scenes from the Snow City event in 
Orr held last Saturday. Santa hears from Fae Laakkonen-
Gaylord, and Cassie Laakonen, dressed as an elf smiles 
big during the Snow City parade. Timberjay staff photos

photo by 
M. Helmberger

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

SKI & Winter Camping Rentals
~Various Sales Throughout the Store~
GREAT NEW TITLES ON OUR BOOKSTORE SHELVES!

Sights and sounds

Right: The 
walls and 
roof are up 
on the new 
county garage 
now under 
construction 
in Kugler 
Township.

New public works garage taking shape

See...GARAGE pg. 9

REGIONAL– Republican 
Roger Skraba, of Ely, is headed 
to the Minnesota House as the 
District 3A representative after 
recounts confirmed  his razor-thin 
victory over incumbent DFLer 
Rob Ecklund.

A total of 21,743 ballots 
were cast in the Nov. 8 general 
election for the District 3A seat, 
and Skraba edged Ecklund by 

15 votes, 10,868 to 
10,853, with 22 write-
ins. The close race 
automatically qualified 
for a publicly-funded 
hand recount.

C o u n t i n g  g o t 
underway Monday 
in Cook, Itasca, and 
St. Louis counties, 
while recounts in 

Koochiching and 
Lake counties were 
on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday, respec-
tively.  The Lake 
C o u n t y  r e c o u n t 
results had not been 
officially released as 
of the Timberjay’s 
Wednesday dead-
line, but Ecklund 

announced his concession late 
Wednesday, rendering any 
remaining recounting moot. 

Recount workers were 
closely scrutinized in their task 
by observers from both parties 
who stood ready to challenge 
any questionable ballots. Cook 
County Auditor-Treasurer Braidy 
Powers said there were plenty of 
observers looking on there.

“I’m going to say there 
were at least 16, eight per each 
party,” he said. “We had three 
tables going and you could have 
two per table. They would take 
turns, because it is a long boring 
process. So, one person would do 
a long precinct and they would 
go back and sit in a chair or go 

See...RECOUNT pg. 9Roger Skraba

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

ELY - The Ely City Council 
voted at their Dec. 6 meeting to 
approve a moratorium on new 
permits for the sale of cannabinoid 
products derived from hemp until 
March 7, 2023, or until the city passes 
an ordinance on these products, 
whichever happens first. 

The moratorium was added as 
a new business item after the publi-
cation of the agenda.

Ely city attorney Kelly Klun 
presented the issues involved for the 
consideration of the councilors: “In 
August 2022, the state Legislature 
passed a law allowing cannabis prod-
ucts within the state. We are aware 
that there are some sales on various 
cannabis products … within the city 
but those have been done in existing 
businesses with relatively small 
(amounts of) product. This week, the 
city has received two requests from 
individuals seeking to start or be a 
full scale or sole operation CBD or 
CBD/smoke.”

Klun said many other cities have 
begun addressing the issue, which 
has evolved quickly as laws have 
changed regarding cannabis around 
the country and in Minnesota.

“So many cities have done this, 
when faced with this question and 
in essence, they say, ‘it’s not that 
we’re not willing to allow this to 
occur, it’s that we’d like to have a 
licensing mechanism. We’d like to 
have a way to ensure that we know 
who’s selling, and also that we’re 
not selling to minors and that we’re 

New map unveiled...New map unveiled...See /See /33



CHISHOLM - The 
Minnesota Discovery 
Center (MDC) will be un-
veiling a new temporary 
exhibit, "Never Dry: The 
Rise of Prohibition on the 
Iron Range," on Thursday, 
Dec. 8. Never Dry takes 
you on a journey of booze, 
bootlegging, and busts in 
true Iron Range fashion. 

Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. and special guest, 
Author Tony Dierckins, 
will be presenting the his-
tory of Iron Range brew-
ing at 6 p.m. followed by 
the exhibit unveiling at 7 
p.m. This event is free and 
open to the public offering 
complimentary appetizers 
and a cash bar. All MDC 
members will receive 
a free drink ticket with 
proof of membership.  

“The exhibit team is 
thrilled to finally get to 

cover this exciting topic. 
Our goal is to highlight 
the story of Prohibition 
in a way that hasn't been 
done before. For many, 
Prohibition conjures up 
glamorous images of 
gangsters in striped suits 
with Tommy guns. While 
these depictions reflect 
some areas of the country, 
they don’t ring true for 
the Iron Range. The fight 
for national prohibition 
affected different people 
in different ways. "This 
exhibit takes you down 
the messy road to Prohi-
bition and shows what it 
was like for Iron Range 
residents navigating the 
years of America’s ‘noble 
experiment’,” said MDC 
Museum Curator Allyse 
Freeman.

The Prohibition Era 
began in 1920 with the 

passage of the Volstead 
Act, which was designed 
to include the enactment of 
the 18th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, banning 
the manufacture, transpor-
tation, and sale of intoxi-
cating liquors nationwide. 
The legislation was intro-
duced by Judiciary Chair-

man Andrew Volstead of 
Minnesota. Exhibit hours 
are: Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday 10 
a.m-5 p.m. .; Thursday 
– 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. (free 
admission after 3 p.m. on 
Thursdays); Closed Sun-
day and Monday.
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 Community notices

OH FFFUDGE! 

Ice Candle & Holiday Gathering Dec. 17
EMBARRASS – The Embarrass Cemetery will 

be aglow Saturday, Dec. 17 during the annual Ice 
Candle display and holiday gathering.  Ice candles 
will be placed Saturday morning, and lit up in the 
evening in honor of loved ones.  A holiday gathering 
will be held at the Embarrass Town Hall from 4-6 
p.m. The public is welcome to come for coffee and 
Christmas goodies.  There will be crafts for kids as 
well as a visit from Santa.  

If interested in donating cookies or bars for the 
holiday gathering, they can be dropped off at the 
Town Hall.  Call the clerk’s office at 218-984-2084 
with questions or to volunteer with placing and light-
ing candles.  

Mesabi Community Band to perform “A 
Holiday Concert” Thursday, Dec. 15

EVELETH - The Mesabi Community Band, 
under the direction of Bill Lavato and Larry Baker, 
announces “A Holiday Concert”.  The concert 
will be held on Thursday, Dec.15 at 7 p.m., in the 
Historic Eveleth City Auditorium. The public is in-
vited to this concert which features many vintage, 
favorite and new holiday tunes.   Admission is a 
free will offering for the Food Shelf.

Acrylic painting take & create art kits 
available at ALS libraries starting Dec. 12

MT. IRON - The Arrowhead Library System 
(ALS) will be providing Acrylic Painting Take & 
Create Art Kits to member public libraries to dis-
tribute December 12-31.  This art experience was                                                                                                                                      
designed by 321 Art Studio in Chisholm and explores 
acrylic painting for beginners and more advanced 
participants.  Take & Create Art Kits will include 
supplies to create two unique pictures – one for 
beginners and one for advanced painters, one 11 x 14 
stretched canvas, one 9 x 12 canvas board, one sheet 
of mixed media paper, and one paint kit that contains 
a drawing pencil, two brushes, and 12 tubes of acrylic 
paint.  Two follow-along instructional videos will be 
shared online for participants – one for beginners and 
one for intermediate painters.  Both videos include 
simple instructions and tips on using paint, canvas, 
and brushes.  Each kit will include enough supplies 
for three paintings, so participants have multiple 
options to practice and/or create something of their 
own.  Kits will be distributed at the following public 
libraries and ALS outreach locations: Aurora, Bab-
bitt, Cook, Ely, International Falls, Mt. Iron,Virginia, 
ALS Bookmobile, and ALS Mail-A-Book (*patrons 
must qualify for Mail-A-Book services, kit may be 
modified in order to deliver by mail).

This program is geared towards tweens, teens, 
and adults.  

This program, sponsored by ALS was funded in 
part or in whole with money from Minnesota's Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Fund. To learn more about 
Arrowhead Legacy Events, please see the calendar 
at www.alslib.info or like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com

NLAA presents Reflections Dance 
Company's Winter Showcase Dec. 10

ELY - The public is invited to come see the 
progress on the dance pieces included in the upcom-
ing show, "Matters of the Heart." The showcase is 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. at the Vermilion Fine Arts 
Theater on the Minnesota North College - Vermilion 
campus in Ely.

A LOOK BACK

Minnesota Discovery Center unveiling 
new prohibition exhibit “Never Dry”

At the Backus Bar in Virginia in 1893.

VIRGINIA - The Laurentian 
Arts and Culture Alliance (Lyric 
Center for the Arts) is presenting the 
Iron Range’s first full-scale, all-ag-
es, community theater musical since 
the beginning of the pandemic; Dec.  
8, 9, 11, 16-17, at Minnesota North 
College’s Mesabi Range Virginia 
Campus. American Sign Language 
interpreters will be on hand for the 
Friday, Dec. 16 performance.

Based on the book by Jean 
Shepherd, the film adaptation has 
become an annual holiday family 
tradition for many families. With 
a musical twist, the story follows 
young Ralphie in the 1940s and his 
quest to acquire an official Red Ry-
der carbine-action 200-shot range 
model air rifle for Christmas. Much 
to the chagrin of everybody Ralphie 

encounters who consistently 
remind him that he’ll shoot his 
eye out. 

The show features well-
known Range musician and 
singer Steven Solkela as The 
Old Man and introduces au-
diences to 11-year-old Parker 
Feldt as Ralphie. Rounding out 
the lead cast are Amy Peterson 
as Mother, Jase Matuszak as 
Jean Shepherd, and 9-year-old 
Dawson Paino as Ralphie’s kid 
brother Randy.“We are incred-

ibly excited for this production. We 
chose the play last spring and have 
been working for months to transi-
tion from page to stage,” said Lyric 
Executive Director Paul M. Gre-
gersen. “It is our privilege to present 
the project on behalf of the upward 
of 80 people from across the Range 
who have worked together to make 
it a reality. It is a true community 
driven and inclusive holiday pro-
duction by and for folks of all ages. 
Which is what the Lyric is all about. 
The Range hasn’t seen anything like 
this in a long time,” Gregersen said. 

A Christmas Story not only 
features the talents of area actors. 
It also includes the work of several 
visual artists from across the Range 
who have contributed their paint-

ings, graphic designs, photography 
skills and more to digital scenes 
included in the show. Some of the 
artists include members of the Lyric 
Art Colony, students from Virgin-
ia High School, and participants of 
Downtown Arts Virginia.

Also featured in the show are 
classic 1940s images from the Iron 
Range courtesy of the Virginia Area 
Historical Society. 

In order to assist in funding the 
production, The Lyric has partnered 
with Canelake’s Candies in Virgin-
ia, Minnesota’s oldest candy store, 
to sell commemorative packages of 
“Oh Fffudge.”

Advanced tickets for A Christ-
mas Story, The Musical as well 
as commemorative “Oh Fffudge” 
packages courtesy of Canelake’s are 
available at lyriccenteronline.org, 
by phone (218) 741-5577, in person 
at the Lyric Center 510 Chestnut 
Street in Virginia Thursdays 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
at the door of each performance de-
pending on availability. 

A Christmas Story the Mu-
sical is generously sponsored by 
Canelake’s Candies, Buhl Water 
Company, Discover the Range, and 
W.A. Fisher.

Lyric Center presents "A Christmas Story" the musical 

Looking for a cost-effective and energy-efficient way to  
heat your home or cabin? Achieve your goals with a  
Steffes™ electric thermal system (ETS) – like room storage  
heaters, a central storage furnace or hydronic boilers.

Lake Country Power sells Steffes™ ETS equipment directly  
to our members, like yourself. Best of all, the equipment pricing  
is at-cost with no mark-ups from your co-op. Plus, you will  
qualify for a $50 per KW rebate if placed on the off-peak program.

For more information, please contact Lake Country Power at 1-800-421-9959,  
and press 6 to speak with a member service representative.

The Smart Way 
to Stay Warm 
& Cozy.

$50/KW REBATE   FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE 
www.lakecountrypower.coop • 800-421-9959

MnDOT’s annual Name a Snowplow contest returns
ST. PAUL– Back 

by popular demand, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation is pleased to 
once again invite the public 
to help name another round 
of eight snowplows – one 
for each MnDOT district. 

Past winners include 
names like Betty Whiteout, 
Plowy McPlowFace, Ctrl 
Salt Delete, Snowbi Wan 
Kenobi and The Truck For-

merly Known As Plow. 
 MnDOT encourag-

es Minnesotans to submit 
their most witty, unique 
and Minnesota- or win-
ter-themed snowplow name 
ideas on the agency's web-
site. Submission will be 
open through Friday, Dec. 
16 and the link will also be 
shared across MnDOT’s 
social media accounts.

This year’s contest in-

cludes a few basic rules: 
Each person may 

only submit one name. 
Submissions are 

limited to no more than 30 
characters (including letters 
and spaces). 

Gosh darn it, nothing 
vulgar please. Any submis-
sions that include profanity 
or other inappropriate lan-
guage will not be consid-
ered.

Politically inspired 
names (including phrases, 
slogans or plays on politi-
cians’ names) will not be 
considered. Naming snow-
plows is meant to be fun 
and lighthearted, so we’re 
going to keep this contest 
nonpartisan and nonpoliti-
cal.

Past winners will 
also will not be considered. 

After the submission 
form closes on Dec. 16, 
MnDOT staff will review 
all the submissions, select 
some of the best ideas, and 
invite the public to vote 
on their favorites in Janu-
ary 2023. The eight names 
that get the most votes will 
then make their way onto a 
snowplow in each district!

Minnesotans are en-
couraged to follow @Mn-
DOT on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram for updates 
on the 2022-23 Name a 
Snowplow contest as well 
as winter weather alerts, 
safety messages, construc-
tion updates and more. 

BETTY WHITEOUT NEEDS A FRIEND

FREE 
DENTAL

CLEANINGS 
AVAILABLE

provided by

Ely Community 
Health Center

Make an appointment
call us at 

603-502-2268
or email us at 

dentalECHC@gmail.com



VERMILION RESERVA-
TION- “Bazhidebii” is a word in 
Anishinaabemowin that means 
“it overflows,” according to The 
Ojibwe People’s Dictionary, and 
it’s an apt descriptor of the turn-
out last week at the Bois Forte 
Heritage Center & Cultural Mu-
seum for the historic unveiling 
of a new map that restores over 
100 original Ojibwe names to a 
100-mile expanse of boreal for-
est from Lake Vermilion to Nett 
Lake.

A crowd of around 100 peo-
ple far exceeded the available 
seating capacity on Nov. 30, as 
a broad spectrum of Band mem-
bers, representatives of regional 
organizations, media, and other 
interested parties crowded to-
gether to view the stunning map 
designed by Bois Forte artist 
Louise Isham and crafted on a 
hand-painted historic template 
by artisanal map maker Keith 
Myrmel.

The two-year project, a 
collaboration between the Bois 
Forte Band and the Ely Folk 
School (EFS), involved exten-
sive research to identify the 
original names for places such 
as Gagons-ibi-madage-winik, 
which in English means “place 
where the young porcupines 
live” and is commonly known 
as Bystrom Bay. Interviews with 
Band elders augmented histori-
cal written resources that includ-
ed diaries of anthropologists and 
missionaries from Smithsonian 
archives, a 1922 roadless rec-
reation area proposal (that led 
to today’s Boundary Waters) 
by landscape planner Arthur 
Carhart and his Bois Forte col-
league Leo Chosa, and geologist 
Warren Upham’s “Minnesota 
Geographic Names.”

Bois Forte Band member 
and EFS board member Rick 
Anderson served as the event 
facilitator and introduced fel-
low EFS board member Paul 
Schurke as a “driving force” in 
the map’s creation. The Timber-
jay asked Schurke for his reac-
tions to the event.

“It’s just wonderfully grati-
fying response today that gives 
this whole project meaning to 
see all the interest in the map, 
and the interest in regaining this 
potentially last piece of our re-

gion’s rich culture, the Native 
names,” Schurke said. “That’s 
quite a punch for those of us 
who have spent the last few 
years putting this together. Now, 
it’s reality. And now with the 
100-plus people here today and 

all the media interest in the proj-
ect, clearly, it’s gaining traction 
to take on a life of its own and 
build and grow from this.”

Heritage Center Director 
Jaylen Strong said his work with 
the project included many con-

versations with Bois Forte Band 
elder and spiritual adviser Gene 
Goodsky before he passed away 
last February.

“I’ve heard so many others 
talk about different locations, 
or the path to get up between 

villages, and I always kind of 
wondered, well, how do you 
tell where you’re at?” Strong 
said. “They talked about how 
they used to have these place 
names, about the stories of what 
occurred there, and that’s where 
they got the name from. Now 
we have a physical copy where 
you can see these place names. 
You can go out there and know 
that this location has its name 
and keep that kind of history 
alive and memory alive.”

Several staff members from 
the U.S. Forest Service LaCroix 
and Kawishiwi district offices 
were in attendance, and Kaw-
ishiwi District Ranger Aaron 
Kania offered his thought about 
the significance of the map.

“This isn’t the past for the 
Ojibwe people, this is their pres-
ent,” Kania said. “For the Ojib-
we, this never went away. This 
has always been, and now this 
map is reminding people of this 
other lens to view this landscape 
through. This reminds those 
who use public lands that there 
are many ways to see this land-
scape.”

Kania describe a person-
al experience in connection 
with Ojibwe place names while 
talking with an Ojibwe elder 
during the Bezhik fire in May 
2021.

“He showed me on the map 
that Bezhik means ‘one’,” Ka-
nia said. We looked at the forest 
service map and the lakes were 
numbered one, two, and three in 
Ojibwe. What a powerful mo-
ment to think that here we are 
managing fire on this landscape 
that fire has been managed on 
for a long time. To have that 
Native voice present during that 
fire was really helpful to tie into 
that history.”

It’s an example Kania said 
emphasizes the unique rele-
vance of the new Ojibwe place 
names map by not only connect-
ing with history, but by connect-
ing the present to the present.

Copies of the map’s first 
limited edition printing were 
to be made available through 
an Ely Folk School fundraiser 
for a donation of $100 or more. 
The map will be for sale to the 
general public at EFS and Bois 
Forte Heritage Museum some-
time in January.

TRIBAL LANDS

THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                     December 9, 2022    3

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash River 
CIC. Each lot comes with shared community septic, 
shared water from central pumphouse and electric. 
These utilities already ran to each site. Ownership also 
gives you access to private docks on 155 ft of shared 
shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo near lake with grill 
and 1/10 share of all common areas. 
Orr-$69,500 37+/- acres along the Orr/Buyck Road.
Nice rolling elevation with driveway culvert. MLS#144471
Long Lake-$219,000 Want privacy and lots of it? Look 
no further. This beautiful off the grid Voyaguer 3 BR 
log cabin has generator power and sits on 13.54 acres 
and 700 ft of shoreline on Long Lake. Boat-access. 
MLS#143776 
Littlefork-$165,000 120-acre hunting camp with 24x24 
solar powered hunting cabin off Hwy 65 and near Lit-
tlefork, Koochiching Co. Gated drive into the property. 
Nice acreage with fields, food plots, trails and woods. 
MLS#144274

WE SELL 
THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

COOK Prime corner lot downtown Cook. Room for 
a new business and parking lot. 
MLS#144081 $50,000

COOK 3 BR, 2 BA, 3-stall detached garage. 200 ft
Lake Vermilion shoreline with lift-out dock on a 
quiet cove. MLS#143882 $624,000

INTERNATIONAL FALLS 3 BR, 2 BA, 2,400 ft
insulated garage and 1,440 ft non-insulated 
garage. 5 acres with city water and private septic. 
MLS#144499 $385,000

COOK 6 BR, 5 BA, 2-stall garage Voyageur 
Log Home. 715 ft Little Fork River frontage. 
MLS#143061 $520,000

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

Ojibwe map unveiling draws huge crowd

Posing with the new Ojibwe place names map at its Bois Forte Heritage Center unveil-
ing are, from left, Bois Forte Band member and Ely Folk School board member Rick 
Anderson, center visitor services manager Kyle Littlewolf, center director Jaylen Strong, 
and EFS board member Paul Schurke. Below: A large crowd attended the map unveiling. 
photo by D. Colburn
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 Editorial

The Legislature has the means to make a 
real difference for small town Minnesota

Letters from Readers

When the Minnesota Leg-
islature convenes in less than 
a month, it has the opportuni-
ty to do big things that could 
make a major difference for 
small communities in rural 
parts of the state. With an un-
precedented budget surplus 
now projected at $17 billion, 
the time is right to make real 
progress on one of the biggest 
issues facing small town Min-
nesota.

While housing is a critical 
issue throughout Minnesota, 
few places have been hit as 
hard by the acute shortage of 
housing as small towns, such 
as those here in the North 
Country.

It’s a huge economic de-
velopment issue for our com-
munities. Small towns have 
become increasingly attractive 
places to live. They’re far safer 
than big cities, with a generally 
lower cost of living, and with 
often ready access to the kind 
of outdoor amenities that are 
particularly attractive to young 
families and active retirees. 
These are all pieces to the puz-
zle of how to build sustainable 
and growing communities. 

But housing remains a 
critical missing piece. Most 
families aren’t in a position to 
buy land and build their own 
homes. The vast majority, 
particularly younger families, 
rely on existing housing stock 
when they’re ready to make 
the leap to home ownership, 
but area communities have 
few houses on the market and 
they’re often sold to friends or 
family without ever being ad-
vertised. It’s much the same 
with the limited number of 
rentals, which often go strict-
ly through word of mouth that 
leaves prospective new resi-
dents out in the cold. 

There are jobs to be had 
in many of our communities 
here, but the lack of available 
housing makes it tough to fill 
many positions as most work-
ers would prefer to live close 
to their work. When places 
like Ely, Tower, or Cook lack 
available housing, it limits 
economic opportunity in the 
community, limits school en-
rollments, and suppresses lo-
cal tax bases.

We know that building 
new and affordable housing 
is difficult without the kinds 
of subsidy that the state of 
Minnesota has traditionally 
made available to some de-
gree. Unfortunately, the vast 
majority of the housing money 
in recent years has remained 

within the seven-county met-
ro area. That’s not a surprise. 
Private developers have been 
more comfortable building in 
growth areas, where they can 
have confidence that units will 
sell at a profitable price. And 
public entities that build hous-
ing in larger cities typically 
have greater capacity, both 
financially and in terms of 
staffing, to take on major proj-
ects. They also tend to build 
more units, and that provides 
an economy of scale that help 
larger projects pencil out. 

Bringing new housing to 
smaller communities is a big-
ger challenge, but it’s one that 
is consistent with Gov. Walz’s 
One Minnesota promise. It 
isn’t enough to just throw 
money at the problem and let 
the chips fall where they may. 
If that’s all that happens, hous-
ing money will continue to get 
scooped up predominantly by 
the Twin Cities metro or larger 
regional centers elsewhere in 
the state. 

While Republicans won’t 
be in charge at the Legislature 
this year, they could still play a 
role in pushing for more hous-
ing help in rural Minnesota, 
which is overwhelmingly rep-
resented by the GOP. Rather 
than simply acting to obstruct, 
GOP lawmakers could tru-
ly help the communities they 
represent by working with the 
DFL to ensure that a sizable 
portion of any housing in-
vestment this year goes to the 
small communities that have 
otherwise been left behind. 

Making money available, 
of course, is just part of the 
picture. Small towns often lack 
the technical expertise and 
staff to bring a major housing 
project forward. An invest-
ment that truly helps address 
the housing needs of our small 
communities will include the 
kind of technical expertise 
from state or nonprofit offi-
cials who can really help small 
communities get projects off 
the ground. Without that kind 
of assistance, construction of 
new housing in small, rural 
communities will continue to 
lag. With the kind of surplus 
the state is currently enjoying, 
there is every opportunity to 
begin to address the lack of 
housing for far too many Min-
nesotans. But in doing so, it’s 
important that small towns, 
where the shortage is often 
most acute, aren’t once again 
left behind.

Go big on housing

In regard to the recent 
blame wolves are getting for 
increased deer mortality, per-
haps we should consider the 
recent data showing that the 
insecticides known as neocon-
tinoids are appearing in the 
spleens of northeastern Min-
nesota deer.  No one knows 
how this is happening, but the 
number of deer and the tested 
level of the insecticide is in-
creasing.  Sixty-four percent 
of the deer spleens sampled 
this year were past the thresh-
old that causes fawn mortality.  
This jumped from 29 percent 
of the samples tested in 2019.  
These insecticides are found 
in a range of home and garden 
products.  The chemical was 
found in 94 percent of 496 
statewide samples in 2021.

Lindsay Sovil
Ely

I read your wrap-up arti-
cle of the latest deer season in 
this week’s paper and noticed 
the tendency to blame the past 
few winters and lack of winter 
cover as the reason the deer 
herd is down plus the fact that 
wolves are “an easy target” to 
pass the blame on to.  I agree 
these factors are to blame to 
a degree but wildlife manag-
ers in the wolf zone cannot 
give the wolf population a 
passing glance and remark 
that “wolves and deer have 
evolved together for a long 
time.” 

 Three issues ago in the 
paper, hunters’ complaints 
were passed off as being sim-
plistic and the low deer herd 
numbers were due to much 
more complicated factors 
(winter snow depth and lack 
of “snow shelter”). The local 
deer hunter’s views may be 
simplistic but that view is not 
just one deer hunter!  Where 
there is smoke there is fire!  It 

would very well pay for man-
agers to start listening and 
start putting pressure on the 
governor’s office and eventu-
ally the federal level to return 
wolf management to the state.

I am attaching this link, 
https://www.nrs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/rp/rp_nc148.pdf, for 
your readers to read.  This 
study was conducted in the 
early 1970s by L. David Mech, 
Pat Karnes and early on, Milt 
Stenlund.  These researchers 
are considered authorities on 
the grey wolf.  Yes, it’s an 
old study and the forest has 
changed since then, but as you 
read the study think about the 
conditions the researchers are 
describing and how they cor-
relate to today’s conditions.  
In the late 1960’s and early 
70’s the forest was over ma-
ture and provided little food.  
Today’s forest is mostly im-
mature, but its age is at a point 
where it too provides lessor 
and lessor amounts of food. 
The earlier research followed 
seven severe winters that oc-
curred in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s.  Recently, the 
past five winters have been 
three moderately severe, one 
severe and one mild.  In a 
nutshell the researchers found 
that wolf depredation can dec-
imate a deer herd, to the point 
where it no longer exists, if 
winter severity stays high and 
the forest conditions aren’t 
providing what they need to 
remain resilient.  This perfect 
storm of events is happening 
right now! If you don’t want 
to read the whole study, pay 
particularly close attention to 
page 19, which includes some 
of the key findings.

I question why this study 
was relegated to the archives. 
This study was completed by 
the best federal and DNR em-
ployees that could be hired, 
and it was certainly completed 
under accepted research prac-
tices.  We taxpayers pay good 
money to finance research 
such as this, and it troubles 
me to find it’s been gathering 
dust, especially when the con-
ditions that existed during the 
research time frame are hap-
pening right now!  Based on 
this year’s deer harvest num-

bers I think we’re starting to 
see a collapse happen in front 
of our eyes.  

I think what needs to hap-
pen is for our managers to dust 
off this study and possibly 
others, analyze it  and make 
comparisons to present con-
ditions. Then start an effort 
following channels through 
the DNR heirachy and eventu-
ally the governor’s office.  If 
it means the attorney general’s 
office presenting a lawsuit to 
get management back to the 
state level, let’s do it.  When 
they make their approach to 
the Governor’s office they 
have some ammunition in the 
form of scientific research and 
this would be a perfect time 
to enlist the help of northern 
Minnesota’s deer hunters and 
the boots-on-the-ground in-
formation they can provide.  
Tell the governor that present 
conditions predict a total col-
lapse of the deer herd (based 
on the study) and along with 
that comes lower hunter li-
cense revenue as hunter’s drop 
out and youth recruitment 
stops and the local economy 
loses the deer season hunter 
influx of spending at the gas 
stations, bars/restaurants and 
grocery stores.  Who knows?  
When the deer herd collapses 
and revenues are down, may-
be there will be no need for 
local wildlife managers. The 
herd modeling could be done 
at the regional level.  At that 
point there may not even be a 
season which also has a his-
torical precedent (1971).

Mike Hanson
Cook

I read the recent letter by 
Max Helmberger. It was more 
false info written by a brain-
washed young man who has 
been indoctrinated by far-left 
liberal professors who are ri-
diculous!!!!

Dave Akerson
Lake Vermilion

Insecticides may 
be affecting deer

Since the International 
Dark-Sky Association (IDA) 
was founded in 1988 to edu-
cate and advocate 
about light pollution, 
awareness and con-
cern has spread glob-
ally. Earth’s artifi-
cially lit surface area 
growing by two-per-
cent a year. Three in 
five Europeans and 
four in five North 
Americans live un-
der skies too light-
swamped to be able 
to see the Milky 
Way, and 99-percent 
of them do not experience a 
natural night. Most children 

born today will never be able to 
see the Milky Way if we don’t 
make changes. 

The good 
news is that unlike 
many issues facing 
the world today, 
light pollution is 
something we can 
understand and 
manage, and re-
searchers contend 
that we can reduce 
light pollution 
without much sac-
rifice. Some even 
say we can reverse 
the increase within 

a decade.
Astronomer Carl Sa-

gan and cosmologist Brian 
Swimme popularized under-
standing of our cosmos, telling 
us, “We are stardust,” and they 
didn’t just mean metaphorical-
ly. The death of stars (super-
novas) enabled the cooling of 
temperatures essential to cre-
ating carbon atoms and heavier 
elements which is the stuff we, 
and all life, are made of. Not 
similar elements, but the same 
elements present then. So, 
when we gaze in wonder at the 
stars, the sense of connection is 
not just a trick of our imagina-
tion. We need to be able to see 
and feel that.

Light pollution includes 
several types. Light shining 

upward causes “sky glow” ob-
scuring the stars and creating 
perpetual twilight. “Light tres-
pass” is lights shining into your 
yard or house from neighbors or 
commercial lighting. “Glare” is 
the light shining in your eyes. 
“Clutter” is bright, confusing, 
and excessive groupings of light 
sources. The wasted energy and 
the resources used to make ener-
gy to produce this “stray” light 
could power 8 million homes 
every year. Streetlights are re-
sponsible for most of the up-
ward shining light, which can be 
reduced with fixtures directing 
the light down and with bulbs 
that have warm, amber light 
rather than cool, blue light. 

The Harvard Medical 
School Health Letter explains 
that not all colors of light have 
the same effect. Blue wave-
lengths, which are more pre-
dominant in computer and TV 
screens as well as energy-effi-
cient fluorescent and LED light-
ing, boost attention, reaction 
times and mood; this is benefi-
cial during the day but disrup-
tive at night. Blue-tinged light 
is brighter and more disruptive 
to most animals (including hu-
mans) at night as well as to as-
tronomical observatories. Blu-
er, shorter wavelength photons 
scatter more readily in the air, 

We are stardust; protecting our dark skies 

See STARDUST...pg. 5

Wildlife managers 
should stop 
discounting deer 
hunters

BETTY
FIRTH

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO 
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
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More liberal brain-
washing of our 
young people



REGIONAL- Minne-
sotans with irritable bow-
el syndrome and obses-
sive-compulsive disorder 
will soon be able to use 
medical cannabis to ease 
their conditions after the 
Minnesota Department of 
Health recently approved 
their inclusion on the list 
of qualifying conditions.

“We are adding the 
new qualifying conditions 
to allow patients more 
therapy options for con-
ditions that can be debil-

itating,” said Minnesota 
Commissioner of Health 
Jan Malcolm.

The change won’t be 
immediate. Patients cer-
tified for the new condi-
tions will become eligible 
to enroll in the medical 
cannabis program on July 
1, 2023 and receive med-
ical cannabis from either 
of the state’s two medical 
cannabis manufacturers 
starting Aug. 1, 2023. By 
law, Minnesota patients 
are restricted from buying 
medical cannabis outside 
of the state.

Irritable bowel syn-
drome (IBS) is a disorder 

characterized by abdom-
inal pain or discomfort, 
and irregular bowel move-
ments that can result in di-
arrhea, constipation, both 
diarrhea and constipa-
tion, or bloating. Obses-
sive-compulsive disorder 
(OCD) is characterized 
by recurring, intrusive 
thoughts that often cause 
significant emotional dis-
tress and anxiety. This 
can lead to behaviors that 
the affected person feels 
compelled to perform to 
reduce that distress. Re-
search has shown that 
people who suffer from 
these conditions can see 

benefits from using medi-
cal cannabis to treat their 
symptoms.

Since Minnesota be-
came the 22nd state to 
legalize medical cannabis 
in 2014, the number of 
qualifying conditions has 
increased from nine to 17 
and will reach 19 once the 
new conditions are offi-
cially enacted in July.

Qualifying conditions 
include Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS), autism 
spectrum disorder, cancer, 
chronic motor or vocal 
tic disorder, chronic pain, 
glaucoma, HIV/AIDS, 

inflammatory bowel dis-
ease, including Crohn’s 
disease, intractable pain, 
irritable bowel syndrome, 
obsessive-compulsive dis-
order, obstructive sleep 
apnea, post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), 
seizures, including those 
characteristic of epilep-
sy, severe and persistent 
muscle spasms, includ-
ing those characteristic of 
multiple sclerosis, sickle 
cell disease, terminal ill-
ness with a life expectan-
cy of less than one year, 
and Tourette syndrome. 
Cancer and terminal ill-

ness have additional qual-
ifying restrictions.

Public petitions for 
gastroparesis and opioid 
use disorder were not ap-
proved this year due to a 
lack of medical evidence 
showing that medical can-
nabis is effective for these 
conditions.

More information 
about Minnesota’s medi-
cal cannabis program can 
be found online at https://
www.health.state.mn.us/
people/cannabis.

SOUDAN – Recreation and 
winter weather were a focus of 
the Breitung Township meeting 
held on Dec. 1.

With the return of winter 
cold, Maintenance Supervi-
sor Tom Gorsma reported that 
preparations are underway at 
the hockey rink to get the ice 
and warming shack ready for the 
skating season. They are also 
planning to set Tuesday nights 
as pizza night at the rink. 

Gorsma said the township 
is looking to recruit some adult 
volunteers to spend time at the 
warming shack and rink.

“We’re trying to get some 
volunteers helping to run the 
skating rink, so the kids who 
work up there get a day off,” he 
said.

 Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about volunteering at 
the rink can call the town hall at 
218-753-6020. 

Gorsma also gave a report 
on the condition of the town-
ship’s roads.

“We know that they’re in 
terrible condition,” he said. Not-
ing this is due to weather and 
lack of snowpack, he joked, 
“We’re hoping they get better 
by the Fourth of July.”

Tacos with Cops
Police Chief Dan Reing 

started off his report with good 
news from the recent “Tacos 
with Cops” meet and greet held 
on Oct. 8.

“The biggest thing in Oc-
tober,” Reing began, “was the 
‘Tacos with Cops’. It was a real 
big hit, and we were happy to do 
it. We were very humbled by the 
turnout.” Reing said that within 
an hour and a half they ran out 
of tacos.

“It was crazy how many 
people showed up. I’m just 
blessed to be in this community 
with the support we have.”

Reing stated that they hope 
to hold the event again next year 
and will have more tacos to go 
around.

In regular police business, 
Reing reported that October 
was much calmer than summer, 
which he termed “crazy busy.”

McKinley Park
Park Manager Susie Chi-

abotti gave the year-end report 
on McKinley Park. Chiabotti 
said the campground had a good 
year.

“Our revenue was up a little 
bit,” she said. “Though the boat 
launch and daily visitors were 
down, and I think that was just 
due to gas prices.” 

The fact that the township 
had upgraded some of the elec-

trical sites made a difference 
this year, she said.

“I need to thank the town-
ship because you upgraded the 
electrical sites which just made 
a huge difference,” she said.

Chiabotti also mentioned 
the new dock planking and new 
maps.

“Dianna was so nice to put 
our number and email on the 
back, and that really helped,” 
she said. “Many, many people 
stopped and picked them up, 
and it was updated on the web-
site also.” 

“The township is so won-
derful to work for,” she said. “I 
want to thank all of you three, 
and Jorgine and Dianna and Bre-
itung Police Department. It’s a 
quiet, safe family campground.” 

Public safety
In his report for the Am-

bulance Commission, Supervi-
sor Chuck Tekautz said he had 
“nothing.” He went on to say, 
“It’s the same as always. As far 
as I know, we never got the City 
of Tower to commit if we need-
ed to borrow money at the end 
of the delivery.” (See related 
story in this week’s paper on the 
Tower City Council’s approval 
of ordering the new ambulance, 
at their Dec. 5 special meeting.)

Supervisor Greg Doste-
rt then asked if there was any 
news on Greenwood. Tekautz 

said, “Greenwood told us right 
out that they’re not going to pay. 
If Greenwood paid, we wouldn’t 
have to borrow any money, but 
with Greenwood not paying 
we’re forced into borrowing 
money.”

Tekautz pointed out that 
ambulances currently cost about 
$250,000.

Outgoing Eagles Nest Fire 
Chief Larry McCray and Eagles 
Nest Township board member 
Frank Sherman gave an update 
on what’s happening with Ea-
gles Nest EMS and Fire Depart-
ment and their continued inter-
est in merging services.

“We really took a look at 
what we wanted to do with EMS 
response. We have a number 
of people trained. It is a high-
er priority for us than for you. 
Without having our own people 
to respond, in some emergency 
cases that can really make a dif-
ference between life and death,” 
said McCray.

He continued his argument 
for merging services stating the 
advantages of better coverage 
and training. 

After discussion of the va-
riety of configurations a merger 
might take, along with possi-
ble challenges posed by areas 
that aren’t currently as pre-
pared to handle an emergency 
as neighboring communities, 
Board Chair Tim Tomsich said 
the township was interested in 

keeping the conversation going.

Other business
In other business the board:
 Accepted the resignation 

of Officer Trace Swanson, who 
will be moving out of state.

 Approved Resolution 
2022-32 accepting donations.

 Approved an electrical 
rate increase at McKinley Park 
for 2023 season.

 Discussed $3,000 price 
savings for leasing three tasers 
rather than purchasing outright. 

 Accepted the resignation 
of a volunteer from the fire de-
partment.

Discussed putting together 
a five -year plan for funding 
future infrastructure projects. 

 Heard that CPR training 
is scheduled for Dec. 6 for up to 
30 participants.

 Approved drafting a writ-
ten contract between Fire De-
partment and Breitung Township 
to address a conflict of interest 
regarding a TSWWB employee 
or an officer of the Breitung Fire 
and Rescue Department holding 
an elected township position.

 Voted to move the next 
regular meeting from Thursday, 
Dec. 22, to Tuesday, Dec. 20 due 
to scheduling conflicts caused 
by the upcoming holiday. 
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creating a localized fog of 
light.

Light pollution in-
terferes with living eco 
systems, the predictable 
rhythms of day and night 
that are encoded in the 
DNA of all plants and an-
imals. Disturbance of the 
daily cycles of light and 
dark can affect behav-
iors such as reproduction, 
nourishment, sleep, and 
protection from preda-
tors. Sea turtles lose their 
way to the sea. Migrating 
birds’ seasonal cycles are 
altered, affecting breeding 
and nesting. They nav-
igate by moonlight and 
starlight and may veer 
off course into dangerous 
urban or wilderness land-
scapes. Many die striking 
buildings. Nocturnal ani-
mals depend on darkness 
for hunting and cover. 
Researcher Christopher 
Kyba says, “Near cities 
cloudy skies are hundreds 
or even thousands of times 
brighter than they were 
200 years ago, and we are 
only beginning to learn 
what a drastic effect this 
has had on nocturnal ecol-
ogy.” The health of the 
planet depends on healthy 
populations of insects and 
plants whose cycles are 
also disturbed. 

Research shows that 

exposure to artificial light 
does suppress secretion 
of the hormone melatonin 
that influences circadian 
rhythms, our biological 
clocks. Reduced mela-
tonin may contribute to 
the causation of cancer, 
diabetes, heart disease, 
obesity and depression. 

People are advised to 
get lots of natural light, 
avoid electronic screens 
two to three hours be-
fore bedtime and, with 
intense exposure such as 
on a night shift, to wear 
special glasses that block 
blue light. Holistic health 
practitioners advise that 
for our physical, mental 
and spiritual well-being, 
we live within the natural 
rhythms of day and night 
as much as possible just as 
we did prior to the inven-
tion of electricity. Sleep 
studies have shown that 
people get a deeper, more 
restful sleep with com-
plete darkness.

Astronomer Da-
vid Crawford and Dr. 
Tim Hunter formed the 
International Dark-Sky 
Association in 1988 in 
Tucson, Ariz., due to their 
concern about light pol-
lution. Flagstaff, Ariz., 
put the world’s first light 
pollution ordinance on the 
books in 1958 and became 

the first international dark 
sky community in 2001. 
Several observatories in 
the area house a thriving 
research community, long 
dedicated to preserving 
the dark skies. As of Jan-
uary 2022, there are 195 
International Dark Sky 
Places (IDSP) in the world 
comprised of categories 
with different parameters: 
International Dark Sky 
Communities, Parks, Re-
serves, Sanctuaries, and 
Urban places. In 2020, the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness became 
an IDS Sanctuary, and 
Voyageurs National Park 
became an IDS Park.

So how do we bring 
about change? Here are 
some actions being tak-
en: Campaigns to turn 
off the lights during bird 
migrations. In Dallas 
and Houston, more than 
100 downtown buildings 
dimmed their lights. In 
France bars and business-
es are prohibited from 
illuminating decorative 
lights and signs at night. 
Germany developed a le-
gal action plan to reverse 
insect declines which in-
cludes controlling light 
pollution a major goal. 
LED manufacturers are 
adding dark-sky-friend-
ly, downward-pointing, 

long-wavelength fixtures 
to the market. Holker Lab 
in Berlin has developed 
prototype lights that don’t 
emit the wave-lengths dis-
ruptive to most insects.

Individuals can fol-
low these guidelines to 
minimize the harmful 
effects of light pollution 
personally and promote 
them in their commu-
nity and region. Light-
ing should only be on 
when needed, only light 
the area that needs it, be 
no brighter than neces-
sary, minimize blue light 
emissions, eliminate up-
ward-directed light, and 
keep blinds drawn to 
keep light inside.

Go to darksky.org for 
a fascinating wealth of 
information and amazing 
photographs. The IDA is a 
resource for lighting man-
agement plans and free 
or low-cost eco-friendly 
lighting that minimizes 
glare, reduces light tres-
pass, and protects the 
night sky. If you are inter-
ested in joining some lo-
cal residents in promoting 
our region as a dark sky 
place, contact me through 
the Timberjay office.

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Breitung works through busy agenda at Dec. 1 meeting

Medical cannabis approved for two new conditions
HEALTH CARE



Nelimark Holiday 
Craft/Bake Sale, 
Dec. 8-10

EMBARRASS- 
Farmstead Artisans will 
be hosting their annual 
Woodland Christmas on 
Dec. 8 – 10 from 10 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. each day. Visit 
the Nelimark Museum and 
shop for crafts from the 
Farmstead Artisans plus 
amazing baked goods, 
fresh each day. There will 
be coffee an’, plus time 
for visiting and conversa-
tion.

Lunch bunch to 
meet on Dec. 9

GREENWOOD 
TWP- The Lunch Bunch 
will meet for Christmas 
Luncheon at the Vermil-
ion Club, Friday Dec. 9 
at 12:30 p.m. RSVP to 
Kathy 218-753-2530 by 
Monday Dec. 5. Please 
bring unwrapped gifts for 
all ages for the Operation 
Santa and non-perishable 
donations for the Tower 
Area Food Shelf. Anyone 
that would like to join us 
call Kathy 218-753-2530.

Tower Farmers 
Market planning 
indoor winter 
market events on 
Dec. 16

TOWER- The Tower 
Farmers Market is plan-
ning monthly indoor mar-
kets once a month, starting 
on Friday, Dec. 16 from 
4 - 6 p.m. The market will 
be located inside the Pike 
River Products building, 
515 Main St., across from 
Vermilion Fuel & Food.

Watch for special 
announcements, including 
a visit from Santa, at this 
event. New vendors are 
being accepted. Contact 
the Tower Farmers Market 
through Facebook for 
more information. Local 
foods and local artisans 
are welcome to rent a 
table for $10.

Retirement party 
at St. James for 
Pastor Workman

TOWER- Pastor 
Workman will be recog-
nized at a special coffee 
an’ after the 10 a.m. 
service on Sunday Dec.11. 
Doug is retiring on Jan. 
1, 2023 after 37 years of 
ministry.
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30 
p.m. on Dec. 12

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Dec. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board- 
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 13

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

COMMUNITY NOTICES

TOWER- Donations have started 
to come in for this year’s Operation 
Santa toy drive, but we still have a 
long way to go to reach our goal. We 
are expecting to at least match last 
year’s tally of 225 children from more 
than 50 area families.  

Operation Santa is a local fund-
raiser that purchases Christmas gifts 
(toys, gift cards, and warm winter 
items) for children whose families use 
the Tower Food Shelf. Last year’s total 
of 225 children was a new record, and 
thanks to everyone’s generosity, we 
had gifts for all!

We have started to receive donations, 
but more are needed to make sure every 
child in our community receives gifts and 
warm clothing this Christmas season.

The effort is organized by the Timberjay 
and the Tower-Soudan Civic Club, with help 
from many area groups, churches, orga-
nizations, and individuals. Lake Country 
Power’s Operation RoundUp® program has 
once again made a very generous donation 

to the Tower-Soudan Civic Club to help 
cover the cost of purchasing warm items for 
all the children.

We are looking for donations of toys, 
games, art supplies, and sporting equipment 
for children, and gift cards to either Target 
or Walmart for our teenagers ($10 or $15). 
Stocking stuffer type gifts and holiday 
candy are also appreciated. We are always 
in need of gifts for infants and babies (must 
be labeled as safe for children under three). 
Gifts are needed for children of all ages. 

Please don’t worry about picking out the 
right gift; I promise there will be a child 
on our list who will love whatever you 
pick out!

If you purchase a toy that uses 
batteries, please also send a spare set! 
Donations of batteries (especially AA and 
AAA) are appreciated.

We also accept gently-used holiday 
decorations and gifts for the adults who 
use the food shelf. We do assemble gift 
bags for the senior citizens who use the 
food shelf, so small gifts for them are ap-
preciated also, such as boxes of Christmas 

candy, candles, puzzles and puzzle books, 
holiday scented lotions and soaps, holiday 
décor, and warm socks.

Donations can be dropped off at the 
Timberjay in Tower, and will be distributed 
at the food shelf on Dec. 20. Families who 
use the Tower Food Shelf and have not yet 
signed up, can call Jodi at the Timberjay at 
218-753-2950, or email editor@timberjay.
com.

COMMUNITY GIVING

Operation Santa gifts needed by Dec. 16

St. James Presbyterian 
Church of Tower Advent 
services underway

TOWER- St. James Presby-
terian Church in Tower is hold-
ing Advent services through 
Christmas. The focus this year is 
about how “He Is Everything to 
Us”.

Sunday, Dec. 11: “We Can’t 

Get The Stench Out!”
Sunday, Dec. 18: “If God 

Had Not Loved!”
Saturday, Christmas Eve 7 

p.m.: “Sweet Little Jesus Boy!”
The church will not have 

worship on Christmas Day. 
Blessings to all this Christmas 
and during the New Year.

Little Church committee 
to meet Dec. 10

VERMILION LAKE TWP- 
The Little Church Committee 
will meet on Saturday, Dec. 10 at 
10 a.m.  The group welcomes 
anyone and is looking for people 
interested in keeping The Little 
Church preserved and maintained 
in the Vermilion Lake Township 

community.  The group hosts 
a men’s group that meets every 
Thursday at 9 a.m. for coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome.  
The Little Church is located in 
Vermilion Lake Township on Co. 
Rd. 26/Wahlsten Rd. Questions, 
contact or leave a message for 
Len Hujanen at 218-749-2014.

TOWER-SOUDAN- If you missed the first event on Dec. 5, the Tower-Soudan Area Singers will be also caroling on Monday, 
Dec. 12 at the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center at 6:30 p.m. with coffee an’ served. Their final performance will be on Monday, 
Dec. 19 at 6:30 p.m. at Sulu’s in Tower with chili served. The Dec. 19 performance will be outdoors, weather-permitting, so 
please dress warmly. photo by J. Summit

Week of Dec. 12

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Elementa-
ry students are getting 
ready for their winter 
concert.  It will be held in 
the school gym on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, at 1:30 p.m.  
Note that this is a time 
change from previous 
years. The first row of 
the visitor chairs will be 
reserved for Veterans and 
their families.  The pub-
lic is cordially invited to 
attend.

Tower-Soudan Elementary winter concert set for Thursday, Dec. 15

Lots of fun and smiles at annual Holiday Craft Show in Tower

Tower-Soudan Area Singers caroling events continue on Dec. 12 and 19

Fun at Tower’s Holiday Craft Show. 
Left: Eva Semo demonstrated her 
mom’s felted soaps. Above: Harper 
Olson ate a homemade cookie just 
about as big as she is. Right: Elf-in-
training Kaitlyn Montgomery sold 
homemade candles. photos by J. Summit



ELY - The Ely City 
Council heard a wide 
range of feedback from 
local residents during the 
annual Truth-in-Taxation 
hearing Tuesday night. 
Certain taxing entities in 
Minnesota, including mu-
nicipalities of more than 
500, must hold the hearing 
each year once residents 
have received their esti-
mated property tax state-
ments for the upcoming 
year. 

Two Ely residents tes-
tified at this year’s hear-
ing.  City Clerk-Treasurer 
Harold Langowski offered 
an explanation for the 
sticker shock being expe-
rienced by many Ely res-
idents during a 30-minute 
presentation on the budget 
presented as part of the 
hearing. The Timberjay 
covered those reasons in 
detail in the Sept. 16 issue 
of the Timberjay, available 
online to our subscribers.

“I’m not here to pro-
test taxes,” said Jeffrey 
Wilfahrt. Instead, Wilfahrt 
was concerned about the 
use of those tax dollars. “I 
just hope that some of that 
(money) goes into law en-
forcement because people 
don’t seem to understand 
the term speed limit,” he 
said.

Wilfahrt also suggest-
ed street improvements 

would be appreciated, par-
ticularly in his neighbor-
hood. “Fifteenth (Avenue) 
has no curb. There is wa-
ter standing in front of my 
home and the home across 
the street from me.” Lan-
gowski replied that street 
improvements for that 
portion of 15th were cur-
rently projected for 2025.

Diana Mavetz Pet-
rich was there to complain 
about her anticipated tax 
increase. “I got my tax 
statement and it’s gone up 
48.1 percent,” she said. 
“That’s a lot of money on 
the side. Look, there’s a 
lot of old people here yet 
tonight and I know a lot 
of young families that are 
struggling to stay afloat, 
and (I) just worry that it’s 
gonna get to be too much 
for everybody at this 
point.” Petrich was wor-
ried as well about some 
businesses in the com-
munity. “Just one more 
thing,” she said. “Even 
businesses in town are 
struggling and these poor 
people in the restaurant 
business, I don’t know 
how they’re doing it.”

Both Mayor Roger 
Skraba and Langows-
ki responded about how 
projected but unrealized 
business taxes from short-
term rentals were one of 
the contributing factors to 
higher property taxes this 
year. They also discussed 
how they hoped that next 

year’s levy fiscal dispar-
ities process would level 
out taxes between com-
mercial and residential 
properties.

Petrich also asked the 
currently unanswerable 
question regarding Min-
nesota’s budget surplus 
and how that might con-
tribute to tax relief: “What 
about the windfall that is 
sitting in the coffers of the 
state of Minnesota, $9 bil-
lion or $10 billion.”

“It’s $17.6 billion,” 
interjected Skraba.

“Oh. Okay,” Petrich 
continued, somewhat sur-
prised. “Is that going to 
ever get sent out or re-
funded or whatever?”

Langowski said it’s 
up to the Legislature to 
tackle that issue: “I point-
ed out in the presentation, 
a big part is that (the) local 
government aid formu-
la has not been adjusted 
since (the) 2000s. “That’s 
where the legislature has 
to do some work and fix 
that formula so that the 
burden isn’t always in-
creasing on the property 
taxes,” Langowski added. 
“And you’re exactly cor-
rect, when there’s a sur-
plus, you’d think there’d 
be easier ways to get that 
(money) back to the peo-
ple.”

New business 
The council approved 

six pieces of new busi-

ness, two of which were 
additions to the pub-
lished agenda. The first 
four items were routine 
approvals of all the 2023 
tobacco licenses, the 
designation of the 2023 
polling precinct location, 
a liability insurance cov-
erage non-waiver resolu-
tion to limit the city’s risk 
and the service contact for 
Walker, Giroux & Hahne 
for the audit of the city’s 
finances.

Other business
In other business, the 

council:
 Voted to donate the 

historic 1979 American 
LaFrance fire truck to the 
Ely Clown Band for use at 
community events.

Heard from Langows-
ki that the city’s ice rink 
will open on Thursday, 
Dec. 8. Hours will be 3 - 
8 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, noon - 8 p.m. on 
Saturday and 1 - 6 p.m. on 
Sundays. There will also 
be extended hours over 
the winter holidays.

 Approved 2023 to-
bacco licenses for city re-
tailers.

 Designated the 
2023 polling location for 
the city. 

 Approved a new 
service contract with 
Walker Giroux & Hahne 
for the audit of the city’s 
finances.

 On the Ely Util-

ities Commission’s rec-
ommendation approved 
payments of $161,075 
for water treatment plant 
control system improve-
ments, $888,198 for EUC 
October bills, $978,870 to 
Rice Lake Construction 
for new filters, and $2,975 
to Anthony Gornik for the 
installation of 57 LCR 
units. 

 Approved the pur-
chase of the old maple 
logs currently at the old 
city dump by Bob Kos-
chak for $365. Mayor 
Skraba gave a little cheer 
at the news that Koschak 
will haul the logs off city 
property.

 Approved the sec-
ond reading of two zon-
ing amendments. It also 
voted to approve a pur-
chase agreement between 
the city and Mark Wilson 
for the purchase of Lot 8, 
Block 4 East Spaulding 
for $15,000.

Approved the first 
reading of ordinance 366 
for the zoning amendment 
of the Recreational Center 
parcels on the south side 
of Miners Lake from In-
dustrial to C1. They also 
scheduled a public hear-
ing for the ordinance, cur-
rently scheduled on Dec. 
20 at 5:15 p.m.

Appointed A.Z. Eck 
to the city’s tree board and 
John Lahtonen and Mar-
gie Olson to the Housing 
Redevelopment Authority.

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out
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Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an op-
portunity to order lunch. 
For those interested in 
being a host, or who have 
a speaker suggestion, 
contact Lacey Squier by 
email at ElyTuesday-
Group@gmail.com or 
call her at 218-216-9141. 

The Tuesday Group 
is now on its annual hol-
iday hiatus and will be 
back after the first of the 
year.

2023 Upcoming 
Tuesday Group speakers:

Jan. 3: TBA
Jan 10: End of the 

Road Film Festival with 
Jacob White TBA.

In Brief

a lovely snow falls
painting glorious winter

hiding in the house

CITY GOVERNMENT

Ely City Council gets input on taxes
by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

Ely sends refs to state football championships
ELY- An Ely-

based team of refer-
ees provided the rules 
expertise for the final 
Minnesota state foot-
ball championship 
game of the playoffs 
on Dec. 3, and four of 
the five have strong 
Ely connections.

The referee team 
was led by “White 
Cap” head referee 
Tom McDonald, an 
Ely High School so-
cial studies teacher. 
The other team mem-
bers included Ely 
High School math 
teacher Tim Omerza, 
retired Ely teacher 
Darren Visser, Hib-
bing High School 
science teacher Jay 
Wetzel, who grew 
up in Ely, and Grand 
Rapids CPA Brad 
Zumbaum.

They officiated 
over the Mt. Iron-
Buhl vs. Spring 
Grove game, which 
was the champion-

ship game in the 
nine-man division.

“I was super ner-
vous,” said McDon-
ald. “It was a lot of 
pressure. You don’t 
want to mess up at a 
state championship 
game, but we did 
well.”

“Once in a life-
time”

McDonald has 
been a referee for 32 
years and the white 
cap for a referee crew 
for the last 12, and he 
has submitted appli-
cations to officiate in 
the quarter, semi and 
final games of the 
state football cham-
pionships.

“We refed a 
semi-final last year,” 
McDonald ex-
plained, “and we did 
well. We were told 
that we would have a 
chance for a final this 
year, which is what 

happened.”
McDonald men-

tioned that for him, 
the experience of a 
state championship 
for his team of ref-
erees was important. 
In that respect, he 
succeeded if the re-
actions of his referee 
colleagues were any 
indication.

“This was a once 
in a lifetime thing,” 
stated Omerza. “It 
was neat being on 
the field where the 
Vikings play at U.S. 
Bank Stadium.”

“We were fortu-
nate to be chosen,” 
remarked Vissel. “It 
was a lot of fun, and 
it was also a huge 
honor. Our crew 
works hard to stay up 
on the rules and to do 
our best for the kids.”

The crew
Five years ago, 

Visser retired from 
teaching at Wash-

ington Elementary 
School in Ely after 
22 years. He didn’t 
stop refereeing when 
he retired.

“The five of us 
have been together 
for around five years, 
and most of us have 
been together for 
about eight years,” 
Visser said. 

McDonald also 
referees  junior col-
lege games, which 
is where he encoun-
tered Zumbaum, the 
most recent addition 
to the crew.

“Brad Zumbaum 
first found his way 
onto our college 
crew,” McDonald 
explained. “Those 
of us who referee 
sports in the region 
get to know each 
other, which is how 
we got to know him, 
and that’s how he be-
came part of our high 
school crew.”

McDonald and 

Omerza do more 
than referee football 
games. The two are 
also the coaches for 
the Ely Hoop Club 
basketball program 
for boys at Memo-
rial High School on 
Saturdays during the 
winter months. 

What it takes 
to ref 

To become a ref-
eree for high school 
sports, an individu-
al must apply with 
the Minnesota State 
High School League, 
which determines if 
someone is eligible 
to referee competi-
tive high school in-
terscholastic sports, 
including basketball, 
baseball, football, 
soccer, ice hockey, 
lacrosse, softball, 
track, golf, volleyball 
and wrestling. The 
MSHSL insists that 
it does not certify ref-

erees, rather, it deter-
mines eligibility.

To be eligible, 
applicants must com-
plete a background 
check, complete a 
concussion training 
course and pass an 
exam on sports rules. 
Every year, a referee 
must also attend re-
fresher concussion 
training, a rules re-
fresher and changes 
meeting and pass 
another rules test to 
remain eligible.

After becoming 
eligible, an individu-
al will typically join 
the regional referee 
organization for his 
or her chosen sport. 
The referee team 
that went to the state 
championships from 
Ely are members of 
the Range Coaches 
and Officials Organi-
zation, according to 
McDonald.

The return of Mrs. 
Claus on Dec. 10

ELY- Mrs. Claus will 
hold a party for kids on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at the 
Grand Ely Lodge, from 1 
to 3 p.m. The event will 
include a hot chocolate 
bar, goodies bags for the 
children atending, and 
several tables with ac-
tivities such as making 
Christmas ornaments.

The free event is 
sponsored by the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce. 
This is the first year the 
chamber has been able to 
hold the full event inside 
at the lodge since the end 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“During 2020 and 
2021, we had drive-by 
Clausing,” said Eva Se-
besta, executive director 
of the chamber, explain-
ing that families with kids 
drove up to Mrs. Claus to 
receive their goodie bags 
and treats passed through 
vehicle windows.

School band 
concert on 
Dec. 15

ELY- The Ely Band 
Department will host a 
holiday music concert 
“with a twist,” on Dec. 
15, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Washington Elementary 
School Auditorium. 

The concert will 
feature holiday classics 
made famous by musi-
cians like Bing Crosby, 
Mariah Carey, Percy 
Grainger, Franz Gruber 
and others. The evening’s 
program is on a free-will 
donation basis.

Ely Folk School 
Holiday Party

ELY- The folk school 
will hold a party at Se-
mers Park Beach on Dec. 
10 from 2 to 5 p.m. The 
event is free and features 
dog sled rides, a bonfire, 
Ojibwe snow snakes 
demos and more. Gloff, 
hot cocoa and snacks will 
be served.

ELY- All kids Wel-
come at the Christmas 
workshop for kids at the 
Grace Lutheran Church 
in Ely on Sunday, Dec.11 
from 1 to 4 p.m. The event 
is ideal for preschool 
through 6th graders to 
make gifts for $0.75 cents 
each for parents, friends, 

relatives, teachers or 
someone special. Bring 
your list. Gifts will be 
wrapped and labeled with 
a tag.

Adults may wait in 
the living room for older 
children that want their 
gift to be a surprise. 

Volunteers are need-

ed, either teens or adults, 
to assist at the tables. You 
can bring your own ideas 
or use one that we have 
ready to go.

Volunteers should 
contact Mary if you want 
to assist kids at a table at 
(218)235-1770 or mary-
plarson@gmail.com.

CLASS A FOOTBALL

UPCOMING  HOLIDAY EVENTS

 Mark Larson helps Harper Kainz at last year’s event. submitted photo

Kids Christmas Workshop on Sunday at Grace Lutheran
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

It's beginning to look a lot like ....

School thespians 
to host Saturday 
film fundraiser 

FIELD TWP- Have 
you ever wanted to escape 
to the Land of Oz and do it 
for a good cause?

North Woods School 
One Act Plays will be 
showing The Wizard of 
Oz this Saturday, Dec. 
10 from 6-8 p.m. to raise 
money for props and cos-
tumes for their upcoming 
competition in January. 
There will be snacks and 
drinks available to pur-
chase. 

Blood drive 
coming Monday to 
North Woods

 FIELD TWP- The 
North Woods School Na-
tional Honor Society is 
hosting a Memorial Blood 
Drive on Monday, Dec. 
12, from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Anyone ages 16 years old 

and older is eligible to do-
nate. If you are interested, 
sign up online at www.
mbcherohub.club/donor/
schedules/drive_sched-
ule/70239.

Cook book club to 
meet on Dec. 13

COOK- The Cook 
area book club will meet 
next on Tuesday, Dec. 
13 at 1 p.m. at the Cook 
Community Center, 510 
Gopher Dr. The book for 
discussion is “While Jus-
tice Sleeps” by Stacey 
Abrams.

“While Justice Sleeps” 
 is a gripping thriller set 
within the halls of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Abrams 
has crafted a novel lay-
ered with myraid twists 
and a vibrant cast of char-
acters. She has drawn on 
her inside knowledge of 
the courts and political 
landscape.

The book for the 
month of January will be 
“The Lincoln Highway” 
by Amor Towles.

NWFA to host open 
house on Dec. 20

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts invites 
the community to partic-
ipate in two events at the 
NWFA Gallery on Tues-
day, Dec. 20.

The arts organization 
will host an open house 
from 5-7 p.m. and will be 
serving refreshments.

Prior to that, begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m. come 
join the discussion for in-
put into plans for future 
classes and events during 
the NWFA business meet-
ing. It’s your opportunity 
to help shape and support 
the arts in the Cook area.

The gallery is brim-
ming with crafts and 
original works of pot-
tery, carvings and wood 

turnings, greeting cards, 
quilts, aprons, sculptures 
and paintings by over 30 
artists. The special exhib-
it for December features 
the Judy Moline collec-
tion of unframed water-
color paintings donated to 
NWFA by Moline’s fami-
ly.

Also during Decem-
ber see “second hand 
rose” greatly admired and 
gently used items. Visit 
and browse during regular 
winter hours on Thursdays 
and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
gallery is located at 210 S 
River St.

Orr Center hosts a 
walk-through
wonderland in Dec.

ORR- “Wendyl’s 
Wonderland,” a life-sized 
discovery adventure based 
on a fanciful tale of long-

time volunteers, is open 
on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday nights from 5-9 
p.m. at the Orr Center 
through Friday, Dec. 23.

Attendees who ven-
ture into the former Orr 
school cafeteria at the cen-
ter will find themselves in 
an indoor forest, mostly 
looking for clues and hints 
based on the story, and 
perhaps a surprise or two 
as well.

“Wendyl’s Wonder-
land” is accompanied by 
a gift shop featuring local 
artisan goods for holiday 
shoppers looking for cre-
ative gifts.

A festival of trees do-
nated by area businesses 
will be auctioned off on 
Saturday, Dec. 17.

Other parts of the Orr 
Center, including the thrift 
shop, library, art gallery 
and more will open to vis-
itors as the availability of 
volunteer staff allows.

For more information, 
go to www.wendylswon-
derland.com.

Library basket 
auction and raffle 
ends on Dec. 15w

COOK- Time is run-
ning out to get in on the 
Holiday Basket fundrais-
er at the Cook Public Li-
brary, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Cook Pub-
lic Library.

Thursday, Dec. 15 is 
the last day to buy tickets 
for a silent auction of hol-
iday-themed baskets and 
a raffle. Ticket sales end 
that day at 5 p.m. Winners 
will be notified and need 
not be present to win.

Proceeds from this 
event benefit programs at 
the Cook Public Library.

Orr's annual holiday festival on Sat., Dec. 3 was 
a big hit with attendees, many of whom called 
the parade the best in recent memory. “What 
an amazing fun-filled day we had,” said event 
organizer Melissa Rabas. The Orr Lions Club 
sponsored the parade and Santa's visit.

Top left: This gingerbread house took first prize 
in the parade.

Top center: Rylie and Josie Gibson were elves.

Top right: Kiley Kopatz is looking for more 
children to hurl candy to.

MIddle right: Santa Claus strikes a thoughtful 
pose as he listens to the wish list of three-year-
old Knox Gervais.

Lower right: The bear head may look fierce, but 
Jace Plerchee stayed warm as the temperature 
hovered near zero degrees at parade time.

Lower left: Heather Fealy and Dawson.

The Jolly Old Elf paid a visit to Cook 
Community Center on Sunday, Dec. 4, 
courtesy of the Cook Friends of the Parks. 
Thanks to community donations, the event 
was free and very well attended

Top left: Ladd, Pippa and Luke Pretti flash 
big smiles for a photo with Santa Claus.

Top right: Mike Hanson gave rides in his his 
horse-drawn wagon.

Bottom right: Leann Tonn and baby Roxy.

Bottom left: Tom Elf and Caroline Elf (no 
relation, said Tom).
photos by D. Colburn

SANTA'S WORKSHOP

photos by D. Colburn
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GARAGE...Continued from page 1

Council okays new ambulance purchase
CITY OF TOWER

RECOUNT...Continued from page 1

be fully operational ahead 
of next winter. 

With much of the mate-
rials ordered and remaining 
work bid out, Skelton said 
it now appears the con-
struction cost will come in 
right around $10.7 million. 
That’s considerably more 
than the $8 million original 
engineer’s estimate but is 
slightly less than the $11 
million county officials 
were anticipating earlier 
this year when material 

prices were rising sharply. 
That estimate included 
some contingency dollars 
that Skelton said he’s now 
hoping won’t need to be 
spent.

As progress continues 
on the new building, county 
officials have been working 
towards a possible purchase 
of the existing county facil-
ity in Tower by the city. 
Skelton said he expects to 
have an appraisal of the 
facility completed later this 

month, which will form 
the basis for negotiations 
between the county and 
the city.

“We’re not looking to 
make money on it, but the 
county is looking for a fair 
price,” said Skelton, “rec-
ognizing that we’re dealing 
with a local government.” 

Most of the build-
ings at the current county 
facility, located just off 
Marina Drive, on the city’s 
west end, were built in the 

1990s and appear to be 
in good repair. Between 
the main office and repair 
facility, the cold storage 
warehouse and a 10,000 
square-foot salt dome, 
the facility would provide 
the city with over 19,000 
square-feet of indoor space, 
including 4,700 square-feet 
of heated space in the main 
office and repair garage. 
Currently, the city has 
approximately  4 ,080 
square-feet of heated space 

for its fire and ambulance 
service and public works 
combined. The city also 
has approximately 5,500 
square-feet of cold storage 
in two dilapidated metal 
pole buildings, both of 
which were built in the 
first half of the 1980s.  
City officials in Tower 
briefly discussed the possi-
ble purchase of the facility 
during a budget session on 
Monday. Tower Mayor 
Dave Setterberg said this 

week that he expects the 
possible purchase of the 
facility and accompanying 
acreage to be on the city 
agenda at an upcoming 
council meeting. 

Skel ton sa id  the 
Embarrass garage, which 
is among the oldest county 
garages still in operation, 
will likely be sold for 
whatever anyone is willing 
to pay for it. 

outside or do something 
and somebody else would 
come sit and watch. They 
stay fresh that way.”

The recounts in St. 
Louis, Cook, Koochiching, 
and Itasca counties were 
over by Tuesday afternoon, 
and no vote totals were 
changed for either candi-
date. While the recount in 
Lake County was incom-
plete as the Timberjay went 
to press on Wednesday, 

with 88 percent of the dis-
trict’s vote already counted 
and showing no change, 
a race-changing result in 
Lake County appeared 
highly unlikely.

Secretary of State 
Steve Simon, quoted in 
the Nov. 26 edition of the 
Timberjay, noted that by 
the time the ballots get to 
a recount they have already 
gone through a county 
canvass of results, followed 

by hand audits of selected 
precincts, followed by the 
second and final canvass at 
the state level.

Ecklund, first elected 
to the House in 2015, 
served four terms as the 
District 3A representative, 
most recently serving as 
the chair of the Labor, 
Industry, Veterans and 
Military Affairs Finance 
and Policy committee. Had 
he been re-elected to the 

DFL-controlled House he 
would have either retained 
that chairmanship or been 
assigned to chair a different 
committee and would have 
had a greater level of influ-
ence on legislation.

Skraba’s apparent win 
was a bright spot in an oth-
erwise dismal election for 
Republicans, who not only 
failed to win the House or 
the governorship, but also 
lost control of the Senate, 

dealing a huge blow to their 
efforts to advance a con-
servative agenda in a state 
government now controlled 
by the DFL.

TOWER— The city council 
here gave a unanimous green light 
at a special meeting on Monday to 
the purchase of a new ambulance 
before the end of the year. 

The council took the action 
at the recommendation of the 
Tower Ambulance Commission, 
which is comprised of local 
townships included in the Tower 
Ambulance Service’s coverage 
area. Ambulance director Dena 
Suihkonen told the council that 
the condition of the service’s 
2013 ambulance continues to 
deteriorate, and a 2005 rig is 
currently being used only in emer-
gencies given its condition. The 
2013 vehicle currently has about 
120,000 miles on it, but it’s likely 
to have considerably more by the 
time the new ambulance arrives. 

Currently, delivery of a new 
rig is running about 12-18 months 

after order. 
Ambulance Commission 

members have indicated they 
want the service to have two reli-
able ambulances and the condi-
tion of the 2013 rig has continued 
to worsen over time. Suihkonen 
told the Timberjay this week that 
the company that produced the 
rig for Tower in 2013 no longer 
exists and that the vehicle’s elec-
tronics, including its heat and air 
conditioning, no longer function 
as they were designed. Electrical 
outlets in the rig routinely short 
out and drain the batteries that 
are supposed to power life-saving 
equipment. Cabinets in the back 
of the rig have been separating 
from the side walls and have had 
to be glued and screwed back into 
place several times. 

The vehicle also lacks an 
auto-loading cot, which makes 
the job of patient transfer much 
easier on the ambulance service 
personnel. The new rig will 

include an auto-loading cot, noted 
Suihkonen.

The area townships, with 
the exception of Greenwood 
Township, have agreed to double 
their ambulance subsidy pay-
ments in the coming year in 
order to close the funding gap 
for the purchase of the new rig. 
Suihkonen said she will also be 
asking Fortune Bay to double its 
annual contribution next year to 
help pay for the new rig. Council 
member Kevin Norby said even 
with the additional contribu-
tions, the city will be short about 
$15,000-$20,000, which it will 
need to find somewhere else. 
Greenwood Township refused to 
pay any of its subsidy this year 
and has given no indication if it 
intends to start making payments 
in the future. The township is 
withholding payments out of a 
stated concern that the city hasn’t 
provided a business plan or been 
willing to sign a hold harmless 

provision that would protect the 
township from liability if one of 
their first responders commits 
an error on an ambulance scene. 
Unlike first responders in some 
area townships, some Greenwood 
first responders are not members 
of the Tower Ambulance, so the 
service does not oversee their 
training.

“We would have the full pur-
chase price [of the ambulance] if 
Greenwood participated,” noted 
Suihkonen.

Despite questions about 
financing, Suihkonen said the cost 
of ambulances has been rising 
and that another price increase is 
scheduled with the new year. She 
said the cost of a new ambulance 
had already jumped $10,000 since 
they received an updated quote 
earlier this year.

Norby noted that the city 
wouldn’t be paying for the 
ambulance for at least a year, so 
it would have time to resolve the 

financing question. All together, 
the new vehicle is expected to cost 
approximately $250,000.

S u i h k o n e n  s a i d  t h e 
Ambulance Commission had 
considered both a 2024 Chevy 
and a Ford model and had opted 
in favor of purchasing the Ford.  
Council member Joe Morin ques-
tioned whether Suihkonen had 
discussed that choice with Mike 
Igo, who services the city’s ambu-
lances. Suihkonen said she would 
consult with Igo prior to making 
the final order, but the council 
authorized the purchase unless 
he raised considerable objection 
to the purchase of the Ford. 

In other action at Monday’s 
special meeting, the council met 
in a budget session to help set 
priorities for the 2023 budget, but 
made no decisions. The council is 
expected to approve next year’s 
budget and its 2023 levy at its 
regular meeting set for Monday, 
Dec. 12.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

CANNABIS...Continued from page 1

VoyagesVoyagesMesabi Symphony Orchestra 2022-2023 Season

FRANCE
Mt. Iron, MN - Merritt Elementary School Auditorium

Ely, MN - Washington Auditorium
Saturday, December 10, 7:00pm

Sunday, December 11, 2:30pm

Tickets available online or at the door!

www.MesabiSymphonyOrchestra.org
Operating support is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through grants from the Minnesota State Arts 

Board and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.  Our work is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts through a grant 

from the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
provided by

Ely Community Health Center

Thursday evenings 5:30-7 p.m.
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

- No appointment necessary -

Contact us for more information 
218-365-5678 or email us 

director@elycommunityhealth.org

K KK

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW

HAPPY HOUR • 4-6 PM
MON, WED, THURS, FRI, 

SAT, SUN
- CLOSED TUESDAYS -

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

POST 1757

VIKINGS
GAMES

Happy Hour
during game and 
regular 4-6 PM

FRIDAY 
BURGER NIGHT • 4:30-7 PM

SOUP • DECEMBER 9
Chicken Noodle

POT LUCK
(Food always provided)

PET
FOOD

selling in capacities that are 
allowed under state law.’”

Klun said that the 
purpose of the temporary 
moratorium was to give 
the city time to explore its 
options and to study the 
issue more deeply: “We’d 
like time to be able to estab-
lish an ordinance. So, we’re 
asking for the City Council 

to approve (the moratori-
um) to March 7, 2023. 

Klun also explained 
that the moratorium would 
be for new cannabinoid 
businesses only. It would 
not affect businesses that 
have already been permit-
ted in the city and have 
established cannabinoid 
sales: “This moratorium 

would allow for current 
existing sales. So, if you 
have this product currently 
on your shelf, that product 
may remain.”

In part, the morato-
rium was prompted by a 
first responder call in the 
city for a CDB overdose, 
according to information 
provided by Ely Fire Chief 

Dave Marshall.
The temporary reso-

lution for a moratorium 
on new cannabinoid sales 
permits passed the city 
council unanimously.

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!
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Group offers new vision for former LTV site
GREEN ENERGY

REGIONAL— An environ-
mental group that has fought the 
proposed PolyMet copper-nickel 
mine near Hoyt Lakes for years, 
is proposing to convert the 
former LTV site, including the 
processing plant and the massive 
tailings pile to a green energy hub 
with related spin-off businesses, 
instead of a mine.

The non-profit Minnesota 
Center for Environmental 
Advocacy, or MCEA, isn’t 
offering to build such a facility 
itself, but the group suggests 
that subsidies included in recent 
federal legislation could provide 
the incentives to make such a 
facility viable for a company or 
another organization that wants 
to take on such a project. They 
released their proposal, which 
they have dubbed “Sundog” in 
hopes of starting a conversation 
around an alternative future for 
the former industrial site. 

“Sundog is a positive vision 
for a sustainable future on 
the Iron Range,” said Aaron 
Klemz, chief strategy officer 
at MCEA. “The LTV Erie site 
offers an opportunity to leverage 
federal and state funds to deploy 
Minnesota-made solar panels and 
Minnesota-mined iron for battery 
storage, in service of developing 
a world-leading, low-carbon iron 
and steel industry.”

The MCEA submitted a peti-
tion to Gov. Walz nearly a year 
ago, calling for the state to “move 
on” from PolyMet’s proposed use 
of the site. The group notes that 
the state has looked at a number 
of alternatives for the site since 
the LTV Erie taconite operation 
closed in 2001. “There have been 
a succession of failed proposals 
on or near the closed plant site, 

including a coal gasification 
power plant, a green biochemistry 
plant, and a siding plant. Each of 
these failed proposals was given 
significant public subsidies, but 
all failed,” noted MCEA in a press 
statement issued late last week. 
“Meanwhile, water pollution 
from the LTV Erie tailings basin 
continues to flow downstream, 
unabated.”

MCEA says that their propos-
al “recognizes the urgent need to 
transition to carbon-free electric-
ity in order to address the climate 
crisis while taking advantage of 
the affordability of solar power.” 
MCEA argues that its alternative 
vision would provide long-term, 
sustainable employment, which 
would include the environmental 
clean-up of the site.

Specifically, the Sundog 
proposal calls for:

 A 300-400 megawatt solar 
array and wind facility on the 
brownfield plant site and existing 
tailings basin. 

 A means of providing for 
energy storage, either through the 
construction of iron-air batteries, 
the production of carbon-free 
hydrogen, or pumped hydro 
storage to smooth out the peaks 
and valleys of renewable energy 
production.

  Use of hydrogen and 
carbon-free electricity to fuel 
a carbon-free Minnesota-made 
steel industry. 

PolyMet spokesperson Bruce 
Richardson said his company 
shares MCEA’s desire for a sus-
tainable future and argues that 
PolyMet’s proposal is a key part 
of that future. “One of the first 
steps in the transition to clean 
energy and sustainability is the 

responsible production of raw 
materials needed in the manufac-
ture of clean energy technologies 
-- clean energy metals like copper, 
nickel and cobalt that PolyMet’s 
NorthMet deposit will yield,” said 
Richardson. “Clean energy gener-
ation like solar farms depend on 
these metals, for which demand 
is soaring; we’re focused on 
getting our fully permitted project 
through the remaining pieces of 
litigation and under construction 
so we can feed this supply chain.”
A long-term vision

MCEA’s Klemz acknowl-
edges that the vision the group 
is outlining is a long way from 
reality and that there are many 
critical steps that would have to 
be completed to bring it to life. 
MCEA has not completed a fea-
sibility study of their proposal, 

but Klemz notes that likely won’t 
be possible as long as PolyMet 
controls the site. The MCEA 
vision could potentially play out 
once either the state or federal 
government ended up with the 
site, at which time the lengthy 
environmental cleanup would 
likely get underway.

At the same time, Klemz 
said the group has had talks with 
a wide range of relevant parties 
and experts, including investors, 
solar developers, and utilities and 
asked them to assess the viability 
of aspects of the plan. Can you 
install a solar array of this size? 
The answer is yes,” he said. 
“But we don’t have a partner to 
announce at this point.”

Klemz said MCEA recog-
nizes that their vision is much 
different than past proposals for 
the site and that it will take some 
time for the public to consider 
the idea. “Our goal is to start 
the conversations, to spark the 
imagination and change the story 
about what’s possible.”

Whether MCEA’s plan 
would generate as many jobs as 
a copper-nickel mine is unclear. 
Klemz said the construction 
phase of the project could create 
as many as 500-600 jobs, while 
clean-up of the site would provide 
considerable additional jobs. 
Operation and maintenance of 
the solar array would entail far 
fewer jobs, maybe 10-20, but 
potential spinoffs, such as hydro-
gen production and green steel 
could generate far more jobs and 
provide an entirely new industry 
for the Iron Range. 

For now, Klemz said MCEA 
is interested in talking with 
anyone about its vision. “We are 
happy to talk to any group about 
this idea. We want feedback on 
it. We want to hear what people 
like about it and what they don’t 
like about it,” he said. 

Proposal would replace planned PolyMet mine with a green energy hub
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

An artist’s depiction of the conversion of the former LTV mine site into a green energy hub.
Image courtesy Minnesota Cenetr for Environmental Advocacy

                  
            
 

 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKER 
                              Permanent, Full-Time - AFSCME  

 
Minnesota North College – Vermilion Campus in Ely, is seeking a to fill a permanent, full-time General Mainte-
nance Worker position.  This position exists to provide general maintenance for assigned campus buildings and 
grounds including but not limited to light maintenance, routine equipment and mechanical repairs, routine house-
keeping, grounds keeping, special maintenance and set up for special events. 
 
This position works Tuesday – Saturday.  Hours: Tues – Fri 2:00 pm – 10:30 pm, Saturday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 
For position details, qualifications and application procedures, please view the postings at:  

https://minnesotanorth.edu/about/human-resources/employment-opportunities/ 
 

Deadline to apply: December 19, 2022 
 

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities is an Equal Opportunity employer/educator committed to the principles of diversity. We actively 
seek and encourage applications from women, minorities, persons with disabilities and veterans. All applicants must be able to lawfully ac-

cept employment in the United States at the time of employment. AA/EOE Veteran Friendly 
 

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2020 Chev. 2500 HD Highcountry Diesel...New Low Price!..
2020 Buick Envision Preferred AWD.......GM Certified!.....
2020 Ford F-150 XLT 4X4..............ONLY 22K Miles!...........
2020 Ford Escape SE AWD..............ONLY 16K Miles!........
2020 Ford Edge SEL AWD...........Low Miles! Sharp!.................
2019 Ford F-150 XL Sport Crew 4x4.........45K Miles!.............
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali..............Fresh Trade In!..........
2019 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4..........Sale Priced!..........
2019 RAM 3500 HD Crew 4x4...........Cummins Power!........
2019 Chev. Silverado RST 4x4....................Sharp!..................
2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4...........Sale Priced!......
2019 Dodge Durango GT 4x4..........New Low Price!.............
2019 RAM 1500 Warlock Classic 4x4........31K Miles!........
2018 GMC Canyon All Terrain 4x4.........Sale Priced!.........
2015 Chev. Impala LTD..........ONLY 31K Miles!................... 
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SE..............55K Miles!..............

$68,990
$34,990
$42,990
$30,990
$30,990
$39,990
$49,990
$29,990
$55,990
$42,990
$32,990
$31,990
$38,990
$29,990
$17,990
$17,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

PRE-OWNED SALES EVENT!

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!
2023 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT

** Red Tag Bonus not applicable with all offers. 
Must take delivery from dealer stock 1/3/2023

..$29,495

.......$500

NOW $28,995

MSRP
Chevy Red Tag Bonus

S t a t e  S e n . - e l e c t 
Grant Hauschild, DFL of 
Hermantown, announced 
this week that he’s been 
appointed to the Senate Tax 
Committee, a coveted posi-
tion not traditionally offered 
to freshman lawmakers.  
Hauschild overcame the 
unwritten rule to attain the 
top committee assignment. 

“The Taxes Committee 
plays a key role in determin-
ing our state’s budget and 
finances,” said Hauschild. 
“I look forward to serving 
on this critical committee 
for our region as we look 
at protecting our Taconite 
Assistance and Tax Relief 
Area, eliminating the dou-
ble-tax on Social Security 
income, providing property 
tax relief for homeowners, 
increase Local Government 
Aid for cities and protecting 
other important investments 
across northern Minnesota.”

With historic budget 
surpluses in Minnesota, 
Hauschild will play a key 
role in determining the 
financial priorities for the 
state while serving on the 
tax committee. 

Tax policy is very 
important for the Northland, 
said Hauschild.  Area com-
munities receive Local 
Government Aid, or LGA, 
that assists with funding 
for key priorities. This is 
particularly important for 
smaller rural towns that lack 
the revenue streams of larger 
cities. Similarly, counties 
receive Payments in Lieu 
of Taxes, or PILT, on public 
land that play a key role in 
funding county services. 

 “As a member of 
the Taxes Committee and 
Majority in the Senate, I 
look forward to ensuring 
the Northland receives its 
fair share of money from St. 
Paul,” said Hauschild.

Hauschild tapped 
for Tax Committee



REGIONAL- A state 
budget surplus once pegged 
at $7.7 billion has soared to 
a historic record of $17.6 
billion for the upcoming 
biennium starting in 2023, 
giving the DFL-controlled 
Minnesota Legislature and 
Gov. Tim Walz an unprece-
dented opportunity to shape 
budget and policy changes 
for years to come.

“Today’s news is proof 
that Minnesota’s economy 
is strong and growing,” 
said Walz on Tuesday after 
the announcement of the 
surplus was made by the 
state’s Management and 
Budget Office (MBO). 
“The case for sending 
money back to Minnesotans 

to help with rising costs 
has never been stronger. 
Together, we have a golden 
opportunity to do that while 
also investing in our work-
force, our schools, and our 
kids – all while lowering 
costs for our middle-class 
families, small businesses, 
and seniors.”

While Walz said he 
remains cognizant of future 
economic uncertainties, he 
intends to move decisively 
to allocate funds for present 
and future needs.

“Being cautious and 
prudent is not an excuse for 
not making the investments 
that are fundamental to the 
growth of that economy,” 
Walz said.

The $17.6 billion 
surplus includes approx-
imately $12 billion in 

carryover funds from the 
current budget year. 

The 2022 Legislature, 
with the House controlled 
by the DFL and the Senate 
controlled by Republicans, 
convened last January with 
a projected $7.7 billion 
surplus that ballooned to 
$9.25 million in February. 
While the parties reached 
a tentative agreement in 
May to use $4 billion for 
tax cuts, they remained 
deeply divided over other 
issues and ended the session 
without a deal, leaving the 
$9.25 billion untouched for 
the next legislative session. 
Increased tax revenue and 
decreased expenditures 
account for the balance of 
the carryover.

Walz, who will reveal 
his budget plan in late 

January, is expected to 
again propose rebate 
checks for Minnesotans, 
as opposed to widespread 
tax cuts. Increased funding 
for education and child 
care, additional local gov-
ernment aid, and a possible 
tweak to the Social Security 
tax are also anticipated 
priorities for Walz.

House Speaker Melissa 
Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn 
Park, staked out issues 
surrounding the workforce 
as priorities for spending 
the surplus.

“A workforce shortage 
is constraining our econom-
ic growth, making it even 
more important that we 
focus on things that help 
Minnesotans enter and stay 
in the workforce — like job 
training, education, child 

care assistance, paid family 
leave, and more,” Hortman 
said. “It is also a time to roll 
out the welcome mat for 
people who choose to move 
to Minnesota and expand 
our workforce.”

A bonding bill for 
capital projects will be on 
the table in 2023, and it’s 
possible some of the surplus 
could be used to fund more 
projects than the bonding 
bill the legislature passed 
on this year.

Bu t  Repub l i cans 
immediately reinforced 
their intent to lobby for tax 
cuts, an issue the party cam-
paigned on for using the 
surplus when the projected 
amount was much smaller.

“Minnesotans are 

being massively overtaxed, 
and we should spend most 
of the next session working 
to give as much of it back 
to Minnesotans as possi-
ble,” said House Minority 
Leader Lisa Demuth, 
R-Cold Spring. “Tax hikes 
of any kind should be 
a complete non-starter. 
Families deserve their 
money back as they contin-
ue to deal with the high cost 
of groceries, home heating 
bills, and other everyday 
necessities.”

MBO will issue an 
updated budget projection 
in February which could 
adjust the projected surplus 
up or down. 
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MIDCO fiber internet goes live in Ely

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

READ the Timberjay
The region’s most award-winning weekly newspaper

ELY - MIDCO, the newest 
fiber internet provider operating 
in Ely, announced the start of 
fiber hookups on Monday. The 
firm, one of two fiber providers 
in the city, recently completed a 
two-year project to install fiber 
infrastructure throughout the city. 
Fiber rollout

“Our first customers gained 
access to fiber internet start-
ing Nov. 29, and we’re rolling 
out fiber to more customers 
every week through February,” 
stated Tenille Manning Heier, 
MIDCO’s director of corporate 
communications in an email. “Ely 
residents will be notified as they 
gain access to fiber.”

MIDCO plans to provide 
initial fiber connections to service 
groupings of 60 to 120 houses on 
a rolling basis.

“We’d like to do 1,000 
connections by Christmas,” said 
Cole Mack, MIDCO’s VP for 
field engineering and construc-
tion, who works out of Bemidji. 
Mack said that the company’s 
fiber service area includes 2,500 
homes in Ely and Winton. 

Existing customers will 
receive notification that a fiber 
hookup is available through their 
preferred communication channel 
with the firm. MIDCO will also 
initiate a marketing campaign 
about fiber availability to poten-
tial new customers.

To handle the anticipated 

volume of connections, Mack 
said, “We’re bringing in crews 
to do the work.” The crews are 
from other MIDCO offices in 
the northern Minnesota region 
coming in to supplement the 
firm’s Ely field service staff of 
three plus their manager.
Improved service

The known service improve-
ment of a fiber internet connection 
is the speed.

“We currently offer plans 

for up to five gigabits per second 
(Gbps). Of course, most people 
don’t need those speeds,” Mack 
said. He added that many modems 
can’t handle that top speed – yet.

“The technology will catch 
up, but we built this network 
to last through the end of the 
century.”

In addition to higher speeds, 
the fiber service will offer a 
100-percent high-density video 
service branded as MidcoTV plus 

a “home wireless solution,” Mack 
remarked, since the fiber modems 
MIDCO can provide have much 
greater reach than older cable 
modems.

Mack said that the unseen 
story on the service is MIDCO’s 
new “back-end” infrastructure 
that has built-in redundancy: 
“(For coax-cable infrastructure), 
Ely was isolated. We suffered 
service losses in 2019 and 2020 
because of this. Since last year, 

we’ve been getting a new back-
end network in place.”

MIDCO wanted outages to 
be a thing of the past. To achieve 
that, the new network uses 
two leased fiber lines from the 
Northeast Services Cooperative, 
one coming in from International 
Falls and one coming up from 
Duluth. On top of these two fiber 
cables, MIDCO has installed 
its own network equipment, 
including all its own fiber cable 
throughout Ely and its environs.

“The big highlight is that 
there are now two paths for 
internet into Ely,” Mack stated. 
“Our equipment is redundant, so 
even if one (into Ely) goes down, 
service will be uninterrupted as 
it continues on the other line. 
The new network is also passive, 
meaning that it doesn’t depend on 
city power like the old coax lines. 
If the city power goes down, we 
have our own power plus local 
back-up generators to keep the 
network live.”
Future plans

While MIDCO will offer 
fiber connections in the City 
of Ely this winter, the firm will 
also continue to expand its fiber 
internet service area. “We will be 
expanding across the northside 
of Miners Lake in the spring and 
summer of 2023,” said Mack. 
Winton will also be included in 
the 2023 expansion.

 

CCHRISTMAS  HRISTMAS  CCOOKIE OOKIE  P PLATTERSLATTERSCCHRISTMAS  HRISTMAS  CCOOKIE OOKIE  P PLATTERSLATTERS

Four dozen handmade old fashioned delicious cookies! 
Only $49.99 each • Please place your order by December 16

Jam Tarts •Chocolate Chip Molasses Cookies
English Toffee & Pecan Chocolate Chip Cookies 

Madagascar Bourbon Vanilla Shortbread • Cranberry Pecan Pinwheels 
Cardamom Shortbread with Ghirardelli Chocolate drizzle 

 To place your order please call (218)231-5400

1 E. Chapman St • Ely, MN 55731 • 218-365-3221

Tuesday, December 13
5:45-6:30 PM

Ely School Media Center
Kelly Klun

ESTATE PLANNING 
CLASS

FREE through Ely Community Education.
Learn the basics of developing a Will, 

setting up a Trust and hearing about other legal 
documents to help prepare for your future.

Register at www.ely.k12.mn.us/communityed
or call Chris at 218-235-1811

www.klunlaw.com

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

STATE FINANCE

New state budget surplus projection tops $17 billion

REGIONAL— Grand 
Rapids-based Northern 
Community Radio has 
been awarded a $500,000 
Blandin Foundation grant 
to expand its news reporting  
to serve northern Minnesota 
communities. 

Northern Community 
Radio, is a nonprofit 
National Public Radio affil-
iate that provides a wide 
mix of news, community 
coverage on radio stations 
KAXE in Grand Rapids and 
KBXE in Bemidji.

T h e  t h r e e - y e a r 
Blandin grant will allow 
for the creation of the 
Northern Community 
News Initiative, which 
will include the hiring of 
reporters and editors to 
cover communities that are 
often lacking regular news 
coverage.  

“We have limited 
capacity right now to fulfill 
the role of watchdog in our 
communities,” said Heidi 
Holtan, News Director for 
KAXE.  Additional funding 

means the build-out of a 
newsroom and website 
with qualified journalists 
and editors. Local stories 
get missed every day that 
could make a difference in 
the future. We are beyond 
thrilled.” 

“Unlike the traditional 
news model, community 
radio has the infrastruc-
ture that can be sustained 
through grants, individual 
and business contributions 
that do not interfere in edi-
torial content. We invest 
in our community because 
we care about the place we 
live,” said Sarah Bignall, 
CEO/General Manager 
of Northern Community 
Radio. “We can leverage 
our 46 years of experi-
ence and relationships, and 
deliver content in a variety 
of ways to meet the mul-
timedia needs of today’s 
audience. We are excited 
for the future and how we 
can serve our communities 
better.” 

Holtan notes that many 

small towns have no news-
paper or locally owned 
news source. “We know 
local news is critical – it 
can help bridge divides 
that are fostered by social 
media and national partisan 
news sources,” said Holtan. 
“With the start-up help 
of foundations, KAXE is 
poised to expand to meet the 
needs of the community.”

Northern Community 
Radio operates radio station 
KAXE at 91.7 FM and 
KBXE at 90.5 FM as well 
as at kaxe.org and podcasts.  
Founded in 1976, KAXE 
has been telling the stories 
of the region for nearly half 
a century.

The Grand Rapids-
based Blandin Foundation 
has a new strategic direc-
tion to align their resourc-
es toward a sustainable, 
equitable future for rural 
Minnesota. 

Northern Community 
Radio has a commitment 
to the principle of diversi-
ty, as it creates a healthier 

work environment.They 
welcome applications from 
all qualified individuals 
without regard to race, 
color, religion, gender, sex, 
age, national origin, veteran 
status, disability, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or 
expression, marital status, 
or any other characteristic 
protected by law. 

 

FUNDING COMMUNITY NEWS

Blandin funds major news initiative 
through Northern Community Radio
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socks, gloves, cards, gifts
puzzles, stocking stuffers,

games, gnomes galore
Bigfoot & Smokey Bear Collectibles

SHOP MAIN STREET • TOWER

603 Main St., Tower601 Main St., Tower 

Store Hours: 10 AM-5 PM • 218-753-3422

Uffda Thrifts
& Gifts

Ubetcha Antiques
& Uniques

Shop Local!

MOBILE SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

Call to Schedule

129 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

KK

HOURS: Mon-Sat: 9 AM-5 PM
Sun:10-4

Hours: 9-5:30 M-Sat.
145 W. Camp St., Ely

365-6555

Ely Flower & SeedEly Flower & Seed
Season’s Greetings from

the Staff of Ely Flower & Seed!

Large selection of 
DOG SWEATERS...and 
Booties of All Kinds!

105 N. Central Ave
Ely, MN

218.365.6745

  Great Holiday Gift Picks Throughout the Store
• SOL Snow Tube & Pump for $199
• Snowshoes 30% OFF 
• Darn Tough & Smartwool Socks Buy 4-Get 1 Free
• Northriver 20% OFF
• Select Flannels $10 OFF

Stop in and see all we have to offer!

Your North Country • 5 -Star Rated Shop

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

Susan Covey  •  218-666-3146 
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723

cabinquilting@gmail.com

15% off 
ALL GIFT ITEMS

Holiday SpecialsHoliday Specials
GREAT Gift Ideas  from these Fine Local Merchants!

• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom jewelry design 
• Jewelry appraisals
• Watch batteries 
• Stone remounting

  Holiday Hours: M-F: 10:30 AM-5 PM; Sat 10:30 AM-2 PM 
 314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-7625

Mesabi Recreation

www.mesabirecreation.net
720 9th St N, Virginia • 218-749-6719

Like us on
Facebook!

Skis • Snowshoes • Snowboards • Fat Bikes

CALL
FOR

HOURS

Leather necklace pouch 
and  earrings made from 

local deer hide and
paint markers. 

427 E. Sheridan St.,Ely
www.elysartandsoul.com

Phone 218-365-7300
Open: Wed-Sat 10-4

Support your 
local artists

Hwy. 169, Tower, MN  •  218-753-4851
www.marjomoteltowermn.com

RESERVE YOUR STAY IN 2023...
& PAY 

2022 RATES!!
Reservations Must Be Made By 12/31/22

RENTALS
Update, Expanded Fleet of 

2023 Models!
• Half / Full / Multi-Day Rentals

Available
• Connected to Thousands of
     Miles of Groomed Trails

        • Guided Excursions Available
  • Perfect for Your Next 

Company Event

COOK BUILDING CENTER
SAFE ROOFS!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Minnsnowta
Roof Razor

$125
While supplies last - 1 per person-expires 12/31/2023

A Great
Gift Idea!24ft of Pole | Safe on Roof with 

Wheels | Made in USA 

(Amazon $154.95)

#
#

#
C
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U
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C
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U
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Handcrafted Canvas && Leather Bags 
- Gift items made by local artisans -

515 Main St., Tower • 218-735-3828
Hours: M-Sat 10am-6pm

Pikeriverproducts.com

Healthy Food, Snacks, Gluten-free
Charcuterie Boards & Fixings

Gifts, Kitchenware, & Vintage Finds

Winter Hours: 
T-F: 9-5:30, 

Sat 9-3

Healthy and
Organic Foods

Great Gifts!

Shop Local, Shop Small, Shop Tower

Toni Monsivais • 651-503-4173
Little Blessings Gift Shop & Beauty 

DECEMBER HOLIDAY HOURS
Tues. & Wed: Appointments only for
Skincare/Makeup Consultations and 

private shopping
Store Open: Thurs. 10 AM-7 PM (Sip n’ Shop)

Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

112 S River St., Cook

(FREE card, wrapping, shipping & delivery for personalized gifts)

20% OFF SALE
        • Sweat Pants 
        • Lounge Pants 
        • Flannel & Chamois
           Shirts & More!

GIFT & SAUNA SHOP
ELY, MINNESOTA

Est. 1987

124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.3639
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4  •  MealeysInEly.com 

Experience Up North Shopping at the Finest

Stocked Full of
Gift Giving Ideas...

with Special Markdown
on Selected Furniture 

& Lighting

LUNA CHAIRS

303 Main St, Tower, 55790 
NordicHomeNorth.com • 612-280-9195 
Mon-Sat 10-4ish and by appointment

Always serving Nordic Goodies & Cider

SALE
 10-25%

          Off

• DECEMBER DEAL •

30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333
RESERVE at: www.vermilionparkinn.com

Your
Perfect Winter

Get-a-Way

On the Snowmobile
Trail System         

Gift CertificatesAvailable

615 Main St, Tower • 218-421-9133



E L Y  –  T h e 
Timberwolves dominated 
Greenway here on Tuesday 
night as they relied on a solid 
defensive performance to 
keep the Raiders in check, 
62-28 to improve to 2-1 on 
the young season.

“We played great team 
defense,” said Ely Head 
Coach Max Gantt. “(The 
players) trusted each other 

and moved the ball well 
on offense. We played with 
focus and discipline on both 
ends and hope to be able to 
continue to build on this win 
as it has been the best we’ve 
looked so far.”

Tuesday’s win came on 
the heels of a tough loss to 
Two Harbors on Saturday. 
The Agates’ Karly Holm 
dominated play throughout 
the match, using slap steals 
and breakaway layups to 
pour in 30 points as she led 

her team to a 66-47 win in 
Ely. 

“We struggled getting 
to the basket and getting 
open,” remarked Gantt about 
the game afterward. “We 
turned the ball over because 
of it and they got some easy 
buckets in transition off our 
turnovers and bad shots. It’s 
only game two, so we know 
we need to get better, and we 
will improve.”

Ely’s Madeline Perry 
led scoring for the Wolves, 

with 14 points, while Grace 
LaTourell tallied 13. 

The junior varsity 
contest with Two Harbors 
did have a notable moment 

BABBITT- Northeast 
Range School is sending 
its high school basketball 
girls to play with the Ely 
Timberwolves this year. Yet 
the Nighthawks gym still 
resounds with the sounds of 
bouncing balls and swishing 
nets, thanks to a bunch of boys 
who just want to play basket-
ball and a former NER player 
who believes passionately in 
the value of team sports.

Cody Siebert, the canine 
officer for the Babbitt Police 
Department, knows those 
sounds all too well as a 2011 
NER graduate and former 
player. He can’t remember 
a time in his youth without 
basketball.

“I was in the gym since 
I was a kid and could walk,” 
Siebert said. “I’ve played bas-

ketball my whole life.”
Sieber t  d idn’t  jus t 

embrace the game, however. 
He embraced the life lessons 
taught to him by his coaches.

“The biggest impact I had 
on my life were my coaches. 
I wouldn’t have gotten to 
where I’m at without them 
supporting me and pushing 
me along the way,” Siebert 
said. “I became an officer now 
in the city and I never would 
have gone down any of those 
routes without playing sports. 
I don’t know where I’d be 
without sports, to be honest.”
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Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Right: Jared 
Chiabotti smiles as 
he returns from the 
stands after 
collecting hugs 
from family and 
friends after 
scoring his 1,000th 
point early in 
Tuesday’s contest 
with Bigfork.

SPORTS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BOYS BASKETBALL

BOYS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies notch 
first win over 
Cook County 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Boys hoops return to NER

See NW GIRLS...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Top: NER’s Danny 
Daniels races past a 
Floodwood player. 

Right: NER’s Cameron 
Posey puts up a jumper. 

Jared Chiabotti hits 1,000th point Tuesday before big home crowd

See  ELY GIRLS...pg. 2B

Wolves rout
Floodwood in 
season opener

photo by D. Colburn

New coach is Northeast Range grad, canine officer with Babbitt PD

Right: Ely’s Grace 
LaTourell takes a 
jumper while under 
pressure from a Two 
Harbors defender on 
Saturday in Ely.

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

See  ‘HAWKS ...pg. 2B

photos by D. Colburn

Wolves at 2-1 in opening week

F L O O D W O O D —  T h e 
Timberwolves kicked off their 2022-23 
season in good form here on Monday 
as they thoroughly dominated the Polar 
Bears on their home hardwood in a 
72-32 rout. After a few opening game 
jitters early, Ely exploded in the rest of 
the first half to rack up a 37-6 margin 
by the half. “We settled down quickly 
and played well defensively and got into 
the flow of some offense,” said Head 
Coach Tom McDonald. “We shot the 
ball pretty well all night and Joey did 
a nice job of getting to the rim against 
their defense.”

Six-foot-one senior Joey Bianco, 
who led all Ely scorers last season 
with an average of 22.9 points per 
game, notched a double-double with 32 
points and ten rebounds in addition to 
five assists. Sophomore Caid Chittum 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies shock South Ridge

FIELD TWP- The bigger 
they are, the harder they fall.

Never was that saying more 
true than last Friday in the North 
Woods boys’ home hoops opener, 
when the undersized Grizzlies 
put an oversized beatdown on 
the South Ridge Panthers, 88-61.

A pair of South Ridge sky-
scrapers, 6’10” Austin Josephson 
and 6’9” Slayton Stroschein, 
created a buzz in the capacity 
crowd during warmups, and 
teamed up with 6’4” Ethan 
Nelson, the trio appeared to 
present a big obstacle for the 
Grizzlies, whose tallest players 
are Luke Will and Kaden Ratai 
at 6’3”.

South Ridge won the opening 
tip and immediately dumped the 
ball in low to Stroschein, who 
scored an easy layup to put the 
Panthers up 2-0. 

But when a long trey 
caromed off the rim on the 
Panthers’ next possession, the 
Grizzlies’ Louie Panichi grabbed 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See GRIZZ...pg. 2B

FIELD TWP- The North Woods 
girls basketball team steamrolled their 
way to their first victory of the season 
at home last week against Cook County, 
but then took one on the chin in a 
Tuesday loss at Bigfork.

Smarting from their season-open-
ing loss against Chisholm, the Cook 
County game on Thursday, Dec. 1 was 
just what the doctor ordered to get the 
Grizzlies’ machine rolling. After Helen 
Koch hit a long two-pointer to start the 
game, center Hannah Kinsey outraced 
everyone for a fast break bucket and 
River Cheney drained a two to stake 

by CATIE CLARK
Ely Editor

photo by C. Clark
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Siebert said he knew 
he wasn’t good enough to 
play for an NCAA Division 
I school when he graduated. 
Instead, he focused on the 
professional goal of becom-
ing a law enforcement 
officer, obtaining his bache-
lor’s degree from St. Cloud 
State. He hadn’t planned 
on returning to Babbitt, 
but when a spot opened up 
with the police department, 
Siebert couldn’t pass it up.

His work as a canine 
officer has included a lot 
of time at NER, where the 
seeds for resurrecting the 
boys hoops team, termi-
nated five years ago, were 
sown.

“I’ve been in and out 
of the school and got to 
know the kids through 
that,” Siebert said. “They 
had mentioned wanting 
to play basketball, and I 
remember sitting down two 
years ago trying to convince 
other people to start it up. 
Finally I said it’s either me 
or nobody, so I picked it up 
and rolled with it.”

He started last year 
with a junior varsity level 

team with 18 kids that 
played a few games and 
scrimmages. Nine of them 
decided to make the jump 
to varsity level competition 
with him this year.

“We’ve got three eli-
gible seniors, one junior, 
one sophomore, three ninth 
graders and one eigth 
grader,” he said.

And because the kids 
were the ones who wanted 

to play, Siebert said practic-
es so far have been spirited.

“They’re the ones 
pushing it the most and 
they’re doing a good job,” 
he said.
Season opener

On Thursday, Dec. 1, 
six of the team’s players 
suited up and hit the home 
hardwoods for the first 
game of the season against 

Floodwood in front of a 
tiny but enthusiastic group 
of fans.

With no varsity expe-
rience and a limited bench, 
Siebert’s squad battled hard 
but quickly fell behind, 
trailing 39-11 at the half.

But Siebert’s mantra 
during timeouts, “Just have 
fun out there,” appeared 
to sink in in the second 
half, particularly with 

Floodwood’s bench getting 
more and more playing 
time.

The Nighthawks’ floor 
general was Wyatt Martin, 
and his up-tempo style was 
punctuated with slashing 
drives to the basket for 
shots or to draw defenders 
to him for passes to open 
teammates.

“He’s been playing 
since he was little and he’s 
a really good ball handler 
and very knowledgeable 
of the game,” Siebert said. 
“It’s wonderful to have him 
there.”

Scattered shouts of 
encouragement came spo-
radically from the stands, 
and cheers echoed in the 
rafters as Martin, Danny 
Daniels, and Logan Meskill 
hoisted up three-balls that 
connected. Martin ended 
up hitting for 27 points in 
the contest.

The Nighthawks nearly 
tripled their scoring in the 
second half, and although 
they wound up on the losing 
end of a 74-40 contest, they 
won a different and perhaps 
more important victory that 

night: They brought boys 
basketball back to NER.

“First games are always 
the toughest,” Siebert said. 
“But I saw the hustle – 
they’re down by 30 points 
and they never quit. I told 
them to put a full court press 
on and they just got more 
amped up with it. That was 
a good thing to see. There’s 
really not much negative we 
can take out of it. Sure, we 
lost, but there’s not much 
negative when it’s the first 
game for practically a new 
team.”

Siebert appreciates 
the challenge, and knows 
there will likely be more 
such losses in the weeks 
ahead. But the lessons to 
be taught are larger than 
how to shoot a free throw 
or run an inbounds play, and 
Siebert’s easygoing style 
is well-suited to the task. 
“With a brand-new team, 
you can only go up,” he 
said, then laughed. “And I 
can’t do too bad at my job, 
I guess. But it’s a lot of fun, 
and we’re learning every 
single day.”

the loose ball and streaked 
the length of the court for a 
layup to knot the score, and 
the game was on.

South Ridge called 
time out with the score tied 
at 13-13. Jared Chiabotti 
had dropped in seven 
points, including a trey, to 
keep North Woods in the 
thick of the battle, while 
Josephson and Stroschein 
had all the Panthers’ points.

From that point on, the 
Grizzlies’ performance on 
both ends of the court was 
exacting and unrelenting.

Ratai put the Grizzlies 
on top 15-13 with a nifty 
assist from Jonah Burnett 
on the Grizzlies’ first pos-
session after the time out, 
and Burnett and Chiabotti 
scored on the next two 
trips down for a 19-15 
lead.  Burnett  scored 
again on a 12-foot jumper 
to give North Woods a 
25-19 advantage, and then 
stepped in front of a driving 
Josephson to draw a charge 
and send the big man to the 
bench with his third foul at 
the 7:50 mark.

At 6:07, Burnett started 
a streak in which he scored 
ten points in four consecu-
tive possessions. Stepping 
to the line after being 
fouled on a shot, Burnett 
hit the first free throw and 
missed the second, but 
North Woods retained pos-
session when South Ridge 
deflected the rebound out 

of bounds. Burnett was 
fouled shooting again and 
drained both charities this 
time for the three-point 
trip. The next trip down 
Burnett was fouled on a 
made bucket and converted 
the free throw. Then he was 
fouled again while shooting 
and went 1-for-2 at the line.  
On the fourth possession, 
Burnett dialed it up from 
three feet behind the arc for 
a trey that put North Woods 
up by a dozen, 35-23.

South Ridge closed 
the gap to seven, but North 
Woods stretched the lead 
to 16 on a three-ball by 
Panichi and another bucket 
by Burnett before South 
Ridge hit a late three to 
head into the half trailing 
the Grizzlies 46-33.

The Grizzlies’ swarm-
ing defense was outstand-
ing as they built the lead, 
holding the Panthers’ twin 
towers to just four points 
in the final eight minutes 
of the half and limiting 
South Ridge to single shots 
with tenacious rebounding, 
which also contributed to 
the Grizzlies’ offensive 
surge.

South Ridge effective-
ly worked the ball to their 
big men early in the second 
half, but North Woods 
countered with a barrage 
of threes from Brenden 
Chiabotti, Jared Chiabotti, 
and Will to go up 59-44.

Every time South 

Ridge scored, the Grizzlies 
answered and continued 
to build their lead. A goal 
tending call against the 
Panthers made the score 
70-52, and Jared Chiabotti 
put the Grizzlies up 80-59 
with a fast break score. 
Ratai and reserve Eli 
Smith each scored a pair of 
buckets down the stretch to 
finish out the 88-61 win, the 
first under the North Woods 
banner for new Head Coach 
Andrew Jugovich. 

No statistic speaks 
better to the Grizzlies’ her-
culean effort than rebound-
ing. Guards Panichi and 
jared Chiabotti, both listed 
at 5’10”, led North Woods 
in rebounding with nine 
apiece, just two shy of 
foot taller Josephson’s 
11 for South Ridge, and 
the Grizzlies cleaned up 
on the glass, snagging 48 
rebounds to the Panthers’ 
37.

North Woods forced 23 
turnovers that they turned 
into 28 points, while taking 
good care of the basketball 
themselves, committing 
only eight miscues.

Five Grizzlies scored 
in double figures, led by 
Burnett with 22. Jared 
Chiabotti was right on his 
heels with 21, Ratai had 12, 
Panichi had 11, and Will 
had 10.

“We want to outwork 
everybody and that showed 
tonight,” Jugovich said. 

“They were big, so we had 
to get them tired. I saved all 
my time outs until about 10 
minutes left in the game 
because I feel our guys are 
conditioned enough with 
our rotation that they can 
run and gun with anybody 
in the section.”

Jugovich praised the 
play of Burnett.

“He is a really strong 
athletic kid, stronger than 
most people realize,” he 
said. “We’ve been working 
in practice that anytime he 
goes in he’s got to be strong, 
and tonight he showed his 
tenacity and his heart to 
take the big guys over and 
over again.”

The Grizzlies’ offense 
fed off their passing game, 
Jugovich noted.

“Our shooters shot 
well tonight, and I give a 
lot of credit to Brenden 
and Luke,” Jugovich said. 
“They were finding open 
guys, whether to take it to 
the basket and dish it to 
Kaden or finding the open 
guy in the corner or the 
wing. I’m really proud of 
them doing that tonight.”
Bigfork

The highlight of the 
Grizzlies’ 96-68 home win 
over Bigfork came early 
when senior Jared Chiabotti 
scored the 1,000th point 
of his career, and his sev-
en-point journey to get 
there put his versatility on 
full display.

Chiabotti opened the 
Grizzlies’ scoring by taking 
a pass in the lane and 
maneuvering to the left 
baseline for a mid-range 
jumper. He inched two 
points closer to the mark 
when he came up with a 
loose ball on the Huskies’ 
end and streaked for a fast 
break layup. It was fitting 
that his defense set up the 
capper by stealing the ball 
from a Bigfork player. 
Pushing the ball down-
court, he pulled up behind 
the arc and drained a trey 
to achieve the milestone. 
Officials stopped play 
momentarily for his team-
mates, coaches, and fans to 
celebrate.

“I can’t be more proud 
of him,” Jugovich said. “A 
thousand points is a lot, 
and with everything he’s 
gone through with COVID 
seasons and small injuries 
and everything, I’m happy 
he can get it.”

But while the margin of 
victory was similar to that 
of the South Ridge game, 
the Grizzlies’ performance 
was markedly different. 
What appeared to be a rout 
in the making at 18-2 turned 
into a shockingly close 
affair aided in large part by 
North Woods turnovers and 
defensive lapses. Bigfork 
closed the gap to 39-30 at 
the half, and at the 12:48 
mark of the second half 
the North Woods lead was 

down to 54-47.
But an NBA-range 

three-ball by Brenden 
Chiabotti seemed to wake 
the Grizzlies from their 
slumber, and when Burnett 
went on a tear by scoring ten 
points in about 90 seconds, 
North Woods had a 72-52 
cushion and breezed from 
there.

Jugovich struck a dis-
tinctly different tone in his 
postgame comments.

“Probably 30 points 
of theirs at least came off 
our 30 to 40 turnovers. I 
give credit to Bigfork, they 
shot lights out, they played 
good defense. When we 
finally were able to break 
it down, that’s when we 
started pulling ahead, but 
it shouldn’t take until 10 
minutes left in the game 
to start breaking it down.”

Jugovich said the 
Grizzlies’ lackluster per-
formance was on him.

“We should have pre-
pared more,” he said. “That 
comes from me. We didn’t 
prepare enough, and when 
we start off 18-2 and by 
halftime it’s 39-30, there’s 
stuff that we have to work 
on.”

Burnett scorched the 
nets for 37 points, and 
Jared Chiabotti drained 28, 
a combined two points shy 
of equaling Bigfork’s game 
total. Brendan Chiabotti hit 
for 12 in the Grizzlies’ win.

racked up 14 points while 
senior Jason Kerntz tallied 
13. Senior Erron Anderson 
added seven boards. 

It was an auspicious 

start for the Timberwolves, 
who finished at 15-12 
last season but who were 
knocked out in the opening 
round of the playoffs. 

This year’s varsity squad 
includes five seniors, three 
juniors, a sophomore, and 
a freshman. 

The Wolves were set to 

host International Falls on 
Thursday, with a 7:15 p.m. 
varsity start. They travel to 
Two Harbors on Saturday, 
with a 2:30 p.m. varsity 

start. They’ll be back home 
next Friday to take on 
Northeast Range, with a 7 
p.m. start and no B-squad 
prior. The Northeast Range 

boys squad is back after a 
five-year hiatus under the 
tutelage of Head Coach 
Cody Siebert.

North Woods to a 6-0 lead, 
and they never trailed.

With the lead at 21-16, 
the Grizzlies stomped on 
the accelerator. Cheney, 
Kinsey, Brynn Chosa, 
Kiana LaRoque, and 
Addison Burckhardt all 
scored in a 15-0 blitz to 
balloon the margin to 20, 
36-16, holding the Vikings 
scoreless for over four 
minutes. North Woods led 
38-22 at the half.

The Grizzlies got on 
the board quickly in the 
second half when Cheney 
scored on a putback on 
their first possession, and 
thus began what would be 
a nightmarish 18 minutes 
for the Vikings.

A Cook County fast 
break score at 17:05 was the 

start of an abysmal scoring 
collapse as the Vikings hit 
only two more shots the rest 
of the game. The Grizzlies’ 
defense was a major cause 
of that collapse, contesting 
nearly every Vikings shot 
and crashing the defensive 
boards hard to limit Cook 
County to single shots on 
most trips down the floor.

Cheney and Kinsey 
were the big contributors 
to the North Woods offense 
in the second half as the 
Grizzlies steadily pulled 
away for a dominant 72-28 
win.

Grizzlies Head Coach 
Liz Cheney was pleased to 
see her team play at an ele-
vated level the entire game. 
“Something we’ve strug-
gled with in the past has 

been either falling down 
to a lower level than what 
we’re capable of or just kind 
of slumping off a little bit,” 
Cheney said. 

Ball control was also 
a strong point for the 
Grizzlies, Cheney said.

Four Grizzlies scored 
in double figures, led by 
Kinsey with 19. LaRoque 
dropped in 13, Cheney 
scored 12, and Chosa had 
11.
Bigfork

The Grizzlies were 
without the services of 
Kinsey when they traveled 
to Bigfork on Monday, but 
North Woods still appeared 
to match up well against the 
host Huskies.

But matchups don’t 
handle the ball or score 

points, and after a quick 4-0 
start on baskets by Talise 
Goodsky and LaRoque, 
the Grizzles were suddenly 
in short supply of both. 
The Huskies reeled off ten 
consecutive points before 
Chosa broke the string with 
a basket, and the next trip 
down the court she connect-
ed on a trey to pull North 
Woods within three at 12-9. 

That’s as close as North 
Woods would ever get, as 
Bigfork responded with a 
9-0 run to go up 21-9. The 
Grizzlies managed to keep 
pace from there and went 
into the half down by 12, 
32-20.

North Woods quickly 
cut that lead in half with 
more aggressive offense 
that generated two scores 

from Cheney and another by 
LaRoque. But the Grizzlies 
couldn’t sustain the prom-
ising start, and the Huskies 
used a devastating 21-4 
run to go up 55-32. North 
Woods had no answers as 
Bigfork coasted from there 
to a 26-point win, 69-43.

“I was expecting 
a closer game,” Coach 
Cheney said. “We just could 
not pick up momentum in 
that first half. We said at 
halftime that we need to 
take control of the game 
right away. We came out 
in the second half with 
some adjustments, and it 
was working for us. We 
only had 11 turnovers all 
game, which was huge 
coming off 33 turnovers 
against Chisholm, so that’s 

a success we’re going to 
pull out of that game.”

“I keep reminding 
myself that was just the 
third game of the season 
and we’ve got a long way 
to go,” Cheney continued.

River Cheney topped 
North Woods scorers with 
11 and Koch added nine.

Northeast Range Head Boys Basketball Coach Cody Siebert talks to his players 
during a break in last week’s home opener against Floodwood. photo by D. Colburn

at the very end, when Ely’s 
Lydia Schultz connected 
on a last-second Hail Mary 
from mid-court to give Ely 

a 43-41 victory. 
The Wolves varsity 

looked solid in their home 
opener against Nashwauk-

Keewatin last Thursday.
“We won our first game 

66-31 against Nashwauk 
Keewatin. We had a strong 

first half and a slow second 
half, but it was a good first 
win and our first home 
game,” said Gantt.
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 Obituaries and Death Notices

Brian C. Bakk 
Brian C. Bakk, 66, 

of Minneapolis, former-
ly of Cook, passed away 
on Thursday, Nov. 10, 
2022. A memorial service 
will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 9 at Mlaker 
Funeral Home in Cook. 
Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Jeri Lynn Bakk of 
Minneapolis; three sons, 
Dylan Bakk of Minneapo-
lis, Taylor Bakk and Con-
nor Bakk, both of Cook; 
granddaughter, Addisyn 
Bakk; sisters, Elizabeth 
Halik of Mt. Iron and Julie 
Marconett of Cook; and 
several cousins, nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

Carl H. Herrala 
Carl Henry Herrala, 

86, of Ely, passed away 
on Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, at 
the Ely Hospital. Funeral 
services will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 10 
at Kerntz Funeral Home in 
Ely. Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service. 
Military Honors will be 
provided by the Ely Hon-
or Guard.

He is survived by 
his son, James (Dawne) 
Buchfink of Fargo, N.D.; 
three grandchildren; eight 
g r ea t -g r andch i ld r en ; 
brother, Calvin Herra-
la of Ely; sister, Shirley 
Ehrenberg of Wenatchee, 
Wash.; several nieces and 
nephews; and Cristy Bor-
ja, endeared daughter of a 
close friend.

Patricia Lammi 
Patricia “Pat” Strezis-

har Lammi, 88, a lifelong 
resident of Ely, passed 
away on Sunday, Dec. 4, 
2022, at Carefree Living 
in Ely. The family would 
like to thank the staff at 
Ely Carefree Living and 
Essentia Hospice. A Fu-
neral Mass will be held at 
11 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 23 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely. Memorials 
may be directed to the Ely 
Carefree Living activities 
department or St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church. 
Family arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely. 

She is survived by 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
Lois Lammi, Mary (Gary) 
Harms, Erin (Kevin) 
Mottram, Maximus and 
Jett, Jaime (Ben Wright) 
Harms, Crew and Colbie, 
Anne (Anthony) Hou-
kom, Harper and Beck-
ham, Amber (Ryan But-
ler) Harms, Rick (Shelly) 
Lammi, Becky Lammi, 
Zach (Anna) Lammi, Bar-
bara (Jason) Larson, Pete 
(Jenna) Larson, Porter and 
Hayes, and Bob Lammi. 

Cecile M. Strong 
Cecile Marie Strong, 

63, of Nett Lake, passed 
away on Sunday, Dec. 
4, 2022. A wake and fu-
neral services were held 
on Wednesday, Dec. 7 
and Thursday, Dec. 8 
at the RTG building in 
Nett Lake. Casket bear-
ers were her son-in-law, 

Squidg Morrison, and 
nephews, Kent Lund, 
George Strong, Corey 
Strong, Ulysses Strong 
and Tom Nicolas. Hon-
orary casket bearers were 
her other nephews, nieces, 
and only surviving sister, 
Carol Strong. Jared Bangs 
served as officiant. Burial 
was at the newer cemetery 
in Nett Lake. Arrange-
ments were with Mlaker 
Funeral Home of Cook.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Kristen (Squidg 
Morrison) Strong; son, 
Kevin J. Strong; sister, 
Carol (Leonard Konecny) 
Strong; and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

Grace Cherne 
Grace “Gracie” Axel-

son Erzar Cherne, 101, 
passed away on Friday, 
Nov. 25, 2022, at Bound-
ary Waters Care Center in 
Ely. A memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

She is survived by 
seven children, Louie 
Erzar of Prescott, Ariz., 
Thomas (Marge) Erzar of 
Ely, Mike Erzar of Ely, 
Frederic (Cindy) Cherne 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Chris (Traci) Cherne of 
Shiocton, Wis., Rebecca 
Thomas of San Francisco, 
Calif., and Connie (Thom-
as) Peters of Fargo, N.D.; 
fourteen grandchildren; 
and thirteen great-grand-
children.
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TOWER- They may be 
young, but these two women are 
bringing over a dozen years of 
experience to their new salon 
now open on Main Street. After 
working side-by-side at a salon 
in Virginia, 20-somethings Nina 
Wycoff and Katie Erickson have 
opened up their own business in 
Tower.

Nina (Helgerson) Wycoff is 
no stranger to Tower. Her moth-
er, Bonnie (Theel) Overton, ran 
the La Bella Vita Salon in Tow-
er for six years before having 
to close it due to some ongoing 
health issues. That salon loca-
tion is now operated by Leanne 
Barsness.

“Nina wasn’t ready to take 
it over when I had to close,” said 
Bonnie, who was simply beam-
ing with pride as her daughter 
sat her down in the salon chair 
for a color touch-up.

“I grew up in this business,” 
said Wycoff, who also worked 
at The Tower Café while in high 
school. “The first haircut I ever 
gave was to Gary the barber.”

Katie Erickson said she was 
drawn to a profession where she 
couldn’t be replaced by technol-
ogy.

“Plus,” she said. “I figured 
you could find a job anywhere.”

Erickson was that go-to 
friend in high school, the one 
who would do your hair and 
makeup for prom, or just show 
up early with a curling iron to 
do a friend’s hair before classes 
started.

The two are keeping the 
business family-related on their 
first day.

“My dad is my first appoint-
ment on Tuesday,” said Erick-
son, and Wycoff will be doing 
her mother Bonnie’s hair for her 
first appointment. While they 
are both booked solid for their 
first week, plenty of appoint-
ments are available in the next 
few weeks.

The two met while working 
at the Laurentian Divide Sa-
lon and realized how well they 

worked together when taking on 
wedding party jobs.

“They are really high 
stress,” said Erickson, “and we 
did so well together.”

“I am so proud of both of 
these girls,” said Bonnie. “They 
are a great team.”

Wycoff, who has two young 
children, was ready to begin 
building her own business, but 
it was something she was reluc-
tant to do on her own. She and 
her new partner figured they had 
the skills and newly built expe-
rience to open their own salon 
and build their own clientele.

The salon is located in the 
former South Shore Creamery 
building, which was renovated 
and opened for business two 
years ago by Tim and Britta-

ny Bastron. But the difficulties 
in running a seasonal business 
while living out of town, along 
with an almost doubling in the 
wholesale cost of ice cream, had 
them looking to rent out their re-
tail space.

This came right at the time 
Wycoff and Erickson were de-
ciding where to locate their new 
salon. They had earlier decided 

not to locate near their former 
employer in Virginia, and Wy-
coff said Tower was high on 
their list of possible locations. 
The two were also excited to see 
other new businesses opening 
up in Tower, so they decided to 
land here.

With lots of help from Ka-
tie’s father Bruce, a retired 
carpenter, and Nina’s husband 

Jack, who also has plenty of 
construction experience, the 
pair has turned the former ice 
cream parlor into a peaceful 

looking two-chair salon, with 
a private treatment room avail-
able for facials, waxing, and 
soon massage, which will be 
available by appointment.

They both have a keen de-
sire to make their salon profes-
sional and welcoming. They 
said they go that extra-mile with 
their clients, listening to their 
needs, making sure they really 
understand what hairstyle they 
are looking for, and keeping 
them relaxed.

“When one of my clients 
falls asleep during a facial,” said 
Erickson, “I know I have been 
doing a good job.” Erickson said 
facials include a hand and foot 
massage. They both add in a 
scalp massage before a haircut.

The salon is not offering 
manicures and pedicures, be-
cause Harbor View Spa in Tower 
is now offering those services.

While there are already two 
existing salons in Tower, they 
both said there are still plenty of 
customers around for all three to 
stay successful. 

The salon also is selling 
hair care products from Milk-
shake and Oya. 

Services include cuts and 
styles for both men and wom-
en, color, facials (several types 
including peels, masks, and 
cleansing), and waxing.

Northern Lights Salon & 
Co. is located at 409 Main St., 
Tower. Hours are 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Tuesday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Friday, 
and by appointment on Satur-
day. The two are also taking ap-
pointments for wedding parties 
and other special events. For 
appointments or more informa-
tion, call 218-244-0302 or visit 
www.northern-lights-salon.com 
to book online. Follow them on 
Instagram (@northernlightssa-
lonco) and Facebook for further 
updates.

Northern Lights Salon opens on Tower’s Main Street

Above: Katie Erickson (left) 
and Nina Wycoff (right).

Right: Nina’s first customer 
was her mother, Bonnie 
Overton, who used to have 
her own salon in Tower.

photos by J. Summit

Co-owner Nina Wycoff following in the footsteps of her mother
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REGIONAL— A rec-
reation plan issued just over 
a century ago by a then lit-
tle-known landscape architect 
working at the time for the U.S. 
Forest Service, laid the ground-
work for a revolutionary idea 
that reshaped a large swath of 
northeastern Minnesota. 

In 1919, Arthur Carhart, 
of Iowa, was commissioned to 
develop a recreational plan for 
the recently-created Superior 
National Forest. It was the dawn 
of the automobile age and those 
who sent Carhart off into the 
forest were expecting a plan that 
would include the construction 
of roads to provide recreational 
access to the region’s countless 
lakes. Indeed, at the time, a 
proposal for construction of a 
road from Ely to the Gunflint 
Trail was gaining momentum.

But after two three-week-
long canoe trips through the 
heart of what is now the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, the first in 1919 
and the second in 1921, Carhart 
came back with a much different 
idea. His plan, issued in May 
1922, proposed not roads, but 
the establishment of a large 
permanently protected roadless 
area that would continue to be 
accessed by canoe for genera-
tions to come. 

“Why can’t the lakes 
become the roads?” Carhart 
asked. In his plan, Carhart 
noted with remarkable accuracy 
that the Superior “as a canoe 
country, would have few, if any 
competitors.”

That plan, after several 

months of review, was approved 
by Regional Forester A.S. Peck 
100 years ago last month, 
marking the first of many steps 
forward in the official protec-
tion of the Boundary Waters. 
Less than four years later, U.S. 

Forest Service Chief William 
Jardine signed a plan to protect 
the Boundary Waters as one of 
the largest roadless areas in the 
country.

Carhart developed his 
plan at a propitious time in the 

history of the United States and 
the U.S. Forest Service. By the 
1910s, the American frontier 
was largely gone and with it 
came a sense that the coun-

Northern long-eared bat reclassified as endangered
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Once common bat in Minnesota forests has been nearly wiped out by fungal disease

Arthur Carhart was dispatched to chart a recreation plan for the Superior
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Photos taken by Arthur 
Carhart during his travels 
in the Superior National 
Forest, most of which is 
now included in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. 

Top: Arthur Carhart’s 
traveling companion, Forest 
Guard Matt Soderback, at 
a rapids on the Kawishiwi 
River. 

Above: Paddling on Insula 
Lake.

Right: Paddling between 
rock ledges on Lake 
Saganaga.

courtesy of  USDA-Forest Service, 
Superior National Forest Collection. 

WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME

A plan was approved a century 
ago...the BWCAW was the result

WILDERNESS HISTORY

WATER QUALITY

See CARHART...pg. 4B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

MPCA: Don’t 
overuse salt-
based de-icers

REGIONAL— The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
S e r v i c e  ( U S F W S ) 
announced a final rule 
last week that reclassifies 
the northern long-eared 
bat from its earlier threat-
ened status, to endangered. 
According to the USFWS, 
the long-eared bat has 
experienced the almost 

total collapse of its wild 
populations throughout its 
U.S. range due to the deadly 
fungal disease known as 
white-nose syndrome. The 
fungus is named for the 
whitish fungal growth that 
develops around the mouth 
and nose of infected bats.

The forest-dwelling 
northern long-eared bat was 
common in northeastern 
Minnesota as recently as 
ten years ago, but popu-

lations in the region have 
plummeted since the arrival 
of the fungus that causes 
white-nose syndrome. The 
fungus attacks bats in their 
winter hibernacula and it 
has devastated bat popula-
tions in places such as the 
Soudan Mine, which used 
to be the winter home to an 
estimated 10,000-15,000 
bats. Northern long-eared 
bats used to make up about 
five-to-ten percent of that 

population, but by 2019, 
DNR biologists reported 
finding not a single long-
eared bat in the mine. 

The few remaining 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See BATS...pg. 5B

Right: A researcher holds 
a northern long-eared 
bat, a species now on 
the verge of extinction in 
much of its range due to 
white-nose syndrome.

REGIONAL— The Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency is asking 
residents to limit their use of salt 
to maintain sidewalks, driveways, 
and parking lots this winter. It can 
save you money and help protect 
Minnesota lakes from a growing 
problem that is, in some cases, 
affecting aquatic life. 

Salt — often used to de-ice our 
paved surfaces — is commonly 
over-applied, sending too much 
chloride into our waterways, where 
it’s toxic to fish and other wildlife, 
according to the MPCA. It takes 
just one teaspoon of 
salt to permanently 
pollute five gallons 
of water and once in 
the water, it’s there 
for good. Chloride 
from de-icing is 
one of the largest 
contributors to a growing salty water 
problem in Minnesota.

That’s why the MPCA is urging 
Minnesotans to adopt a “less is 
better” strategy for salting surfaces 
and to use other tools to get the job 
done.

 Minnesotans scatter an estimat-
ed 445,000 tons of chloride-contain-
ing salt each year. Not only does salt 
damage infrastructure and rust our 
cars, it harms the environment. When 
salt is spread on paved surfaces, it 
inevitably runs off into nearby lakes 
and streams. Some lakes now contain 
so much chloride from winter salt 
use that they have been added to the 
state’s list of impaired waters.

Minnesotans can take action this 
winter with these smart salting tips:

 Shovel and scrape. The more 
snow and ice you remove, the less 
salt is needed to be effective. 

15 degrees F and below is too 
cold for salt. Most salts stop working 
at this temperature. Use sand instead 
for traction but remember that sand 
does not melt ice.

Use the right amount. That 
crunch from sidewalk salt under 
your feet does not signify safety. 
Around 12 ounces – roughly a 
coffee mug full – effectively treats 
a 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk 
squares (about 1,000 square feet). 
Aim to apply salt consistently (e.g. 
with a spreader), and use only in 
critical areas.

Sweep up visible salt on dry 
surfaces. It is no longer doing any 
work and will be washed away into 
local waters. You can keep it to use 
later.

Take inventory. If you have 
common icy spots each winter, keep 
track of them and fix what you can 
this spring to avoid creating icy 
conditions next winter.

Wear proper footwear.  Wear 
shoes or boots with good traction 
and pay attention to where you are 
walking, avoid icy spots, if possible. 
Take it slow and give yourself extra 
time to get where you’re going. 
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Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   
11/28     32     16     0.00      
11/29     32     24     0.04     0.4” 
11/30     25     14     0.00    
12/01     14     -1      0.00      
12/02     28      2      0.00      
12/03     33     -6      0.02     0.4”
12/04      8      -6      0.00    
YTD Total      28.07   15.0”

11/28     30     25     0.00      
11/29     28     18     0.00      
11/30     19      7      0.00     
12/01     23      3      0.00      
12/02     30      5      0.00      
12/03      9      -8      0.00     
12/04     27      0      0.00        
YTD Total                 NA       NA

11/28     31     23     0.00      
11/29     31     22     0.10      1.5” 
11/30     24     13     0.02      0.4”
12/01     13      3      0.02      0.4”
12/02     24      4      0.00      
12/03     31     -3      0.07     1.5”
12/04      7      -7      0.00   
YTD Total      25.54     19.6” .

11/28     31     23     0.00      
11/29     31     24     0.02     0.5” 
11/30     24     12     0.01     0.4”
12/01     14      4      0.00      
12/02     27      7      0.00      
12/03     31      0      0.05     1.2”
12/04      7      -3      0.00      
YTD Total     25.33    15.1”

11/28     31     18     0.00      
11/29     31     23     0.02     0.4” 
11/30     24     12       tr        0.2”
12/01     13      5      0.00     
12/02     27      6      0.00      
12/03     32     -6      0.08     1.2”
12/04      8      -6      0.00 
YTD Total               35.18    14.8”
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try’s once vast and spirit-defining 
wilderness was disappearing with 
it. Outspoken conservationists like 
Aldo Leopold, John Muir, Theodore 
Roosevelt, and others had begun 
to make the case for preservation 
of remaining wilderness areas of 
exceptional quality, and Carhart’s 
well-timed report spoke to that 
desire. 

In his plan, Carhart described 
how the Superior’s unique landscape 
framed his approach. “Perhaps one of 
the biggest factors affecting a recre-
ation plan for the Superior Forest lies 
in the wilderness conditions found 
practically throughout the forest,” 
Carhart wrote. “There is so little wil-
derness left where natural conditions 
are supreme that the Superior stands 
somewhat by itself in this type. The 
only other similar sections of land 
which can be reached by people of 
the United States are in Canada, or 
in the extreme upper corner of the 
state of Maine.”

Carhart spoke, as well, to the 
unique characteristics of the region 
and the benefits of retaining it in as 
close to a natural state as possible. 
“A final statement to emphasize the 
need of care in development of this 
forest seems hardly necessary but 
it is imperative that in the further 
planning of the recreational fea-
tures of the Superior, it constantly 
be kept in mind that this is the only 
lake type play area owned by the 
United States and that the typical 
development as outlined here will 
enhance that feature,” Carhart wrote. 
“Further, that development imposing 
mechanical features, such as roads, 
too highly organized camps, urban 
types of hotels, et cetera, will not 

produce the greatest good for the 
Superior,” he added.

Carhart’s first trip took place 
just ten years after the creation of 
the Superior National Forest at a 
time when the Forest Service was 
still trying to determine how the 
vast region would be managed. 
“From the perspective of land use 
history, Carhart’s visit occurred at 
a key stage,” notes Lee Johnson, 
forest archeologist on the Superior. 
Logging had already occurred in 
large swaths of the Superior and 
pressures to further develop the area 
were building. Photographs taken 
by Carhart during his trip show the 
bare land left behind by logging 
operations and the visual impact of 
the timber cutting prompted Carhart 
to recommend, as well, that strips 
of uncut timber be left around the 
shorelines of lakes in the region. That 
recommendation took on the force of 
federal law eight years later with the 
passage of the Shipstead-Nolan Act, 

a law that has protected remnants 
of old growth pine and other trees 
along countless lakes in and around 
the Superior National Forest. 

Carhart began working for the 
Forest Service in 1919 and the was 
the first landscape architect ever 
hired by the agency. He was first 
dispatched to Trapper’s Lake on 
the White River National Forest 
in Colorado to survey a new road 
and lakeshore lots. Instead, Carhart 
recommended the lake be protected 
from such development and, today, 
the 302-acre lake lies entirely within 
the Flat Tops Wilderness Area. 

Carhart worked for the Forest 
Service for just five years, leaving 
in 1923 to pursue a career as a city 
planner in the private sector. Yet 
Carhart continued to advocate for 
wilderness and its value to the human 
spirit in books and other writings 
right up until his death in 1978. 
While no one person can lay claim 
as the founder of the concept of “wil-
derness,” Carhart has been  referred 
to as “the chief cook in the kitchen 
during the critical first years.”

bats in the mine were almost 
exclusively little brown 
myotis, otherwise known 
as little brown bats, which 
appear to have slightly 
more resistance to the 
fungus than the northern 
long-eared. The sensitivity 
of the northern long-eared 
bat to the fungus has been 
known since shortly after its 
discovery in New York state 
in 2006. The fungus has 
since spread to more than 
35 U.S. states and several 
Canadian provinces, dev-
astating bat populations as 
it’s done so. 

The reclassification 
of the bat to endangered 
reflects the changing cir-
cumstances of the bat 
species and the understand-
ing of researchers about its 
current peril. The bat was 
first declared threatened 
in 2015, but since then, 
the impact of white-nose 
syndrome on the species 
is better known. Winter 
data from 27 states and two 
provinces indicated that 
white-nose syndrome has 
caused population declines 
of 97-100 percent across 79 
percent of the bat’s entire 
range.

The new rule takes 
effect on Jan. 30, 2023, 
but it’s impact on area 
timber producers should 
be less than some had 
initially feared. While the 
bat species winters in caves 
and underground mines, 
it lives and breeds during 
the summer in hollow 
trees or underneath loose 
flaking bark. In northeast-
ern Minnesota, the bat is 
often found breeding in 
older aspen which had 
initially raised fears that 
a conservation plan could 
significantly impact timber 
producers who typically 
target aspen for harvest. 

Yet, it appears those 
concerns have mostly been 
addressed. According to Ray 
Higgins with the Minnesota 
Timber Producers, the 
USFWS is expected to 
approve what’s known as 
a Habitat Conservation 
Plan, or HCP, affecting 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan, in mid-January, 
before the new rules take 
effect. Under the draft 
HCP that’s been developed 

by the three state’s DNRs 
and the USFWS, with sig-
nificant input from timber 
producers, loggers will 
still be able to conduct 
their operations with rel-
atively minor restrictions 
designed to protect a very 
limited number of known 
maternity roosts. “While 
we’re disappointed about 
the situation with the bat, 
we feel good about our 
ability to do our work,” 
said Higgins. “Practically 
speaking, the uplisting is 
not going to be a significant 
hindrance, thanks to the 
work on the HCP and we 
have appreciated having 
had the opportunity to 
partner on that.”

The three lakes states 
aren’t alone in that work. 
Since the northern long-
eared bat was listed as 
threatened in 2015, Fish 
and Wildlife has approved 
more than 22 HCPs that 
allow wind energy and 
forestry projects to proceed 
after minimizing and mit-
igating their impacts to 
northern long-eared bats.

During the summer 
months, northern long-
eared bats have long been 
a major consumer of flying 
insects in northeastern 
Minnesota. They emerge 
from their hiding places at 
dusk and catch insects like 
moths, mosquitoes, flies, 
and beetles in the forest 
understory. 

The prospect for recov-
ery of the northern long-
eared bat remains unclear. 
Prior to the arrival of 
white-nose syndrome, bats 
were considered relatively 
long-lived species and are 
relatively slow to repro-
duce. A female bat typically 
raises no more than a single 
pup per year, making any 
population recovery a very 
long-term process, even 
without the presence of a 
deadly fungus in their envi-
ronment. But USFWS offi-
cials are hoping Tuesday’s 
announcement will be a 
step in the right direction.

“This listing is an 
alarm bell and a call to 
action,” said U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Director 
Martha Williams in a press 
statement. 

Curtain Falls at the western 
end of Crooked Lake pictured 
just over 100 years ago.

Saturday, December 10 • 6 PM
Vermilion Fine Arts Theater

1900 E Camp St., Ely

Tickets: $5 at the door

Come see the progress on the 
dance pieces for the show 

“Matters of the Heart”

REFLECTIONS DANCE COMPANY’S
NLAA presents

WINTER SHOWCASEWINTER SHOWCASE

Call for Artists
Register by Dec 20th at 

ElyArtWalk.org
YOU can do this! Not just for visual artists -  

think knitting, woodworking, sewing, beading, music and more 
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EMPLOYMENT

Subscribe Today
218-753-2950
timberjay.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   (Wage starting  
     at $26.14/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
     (Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Business Office
FT Accounts Receivable/Collections Techni-
cian- (Wage starting at $18.10/hr)
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.36/hr., $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Hospital/ER
PT Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at 
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)
Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 
     $23.38/hr., $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Environmental Services
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping 
   and Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
   $14.68/hr, $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Laundry Aide (Wage starting at 
$14.68/hr)

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Database Administrator
(IT Systems Engineer)

$25.78 - $39.18 Hourly 
Apply by 12/13/2022

Building Maintenance Worker- 
Public Works

$24.23 - $29.27 Hourly • Apply by 12/20/2022

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  12/9

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is 
currently seeking an Auto Body 
Technician and an Automotive 
Detailer. Stop in and apply in per-
son at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 

inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.

WANTED!
Waschke Family Chevrolet is currently seeking 
an A/B technician. Prefer GM Certified but will 
train. Base pay plus incentives! Stop in and 
apply in person at 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, or 
inquire by phone at 218-666-5901, or send 
resume to Dgrecinger@waschke.com.  tfn

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Current Openings
LICENSED TEACHER
Vermilion Country School is 

seeking to hire a full-time licensed teacher 
for the 2022-2023 school year.  Position 
open until filled. Salary per established 
pay scale (available by request). Due to 

growing enrollment, we have openings in 
science, social studies and language arts. 
In our school’s teaching model, teachers 

can teach across the curriculum.

The Vermilion Country School is a grades 
7-12 charter school in Tower. The school 
serves a multicultural student body of approx. 
45 students, with an innovative learning model 
that is uniquely-adapted to this rural commu-
nity.  For more information, visit our website at 
www.vermilioncountry.org.

For more information, full job description, 
or an application,  please email 

jsummit@vermilioncountry.org, or call 
218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for office) 

or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

PT PARAPROFESSIONAL 
(afternoons)

Vermilion Country School is seeking to hire a 
part-time paraprofessional to work afternoons 
(M,Tu,Th, Fr 12:30-3:30 p.m., and 12:30-1:30 
p.m. on Wed.) Please call the school office at 

218-753-1246 ext. 2 for details.
 

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
 Positions are available in 

Sales and Production
 Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and 

Year-Round positions available       
 Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing 
employees a safe and fun work 

atmosphere  in Ely, MN for 35 years. 

Email officeassist@mukluks.com 
or call 365-6634 to join the team! tfn Nurse Practitioner 

Closes: January 09, 2023 

Position Purpose: The Nurse Practitioner pro-
vides diagnostic, preventative, and therapeutic 
health services to patients and family mem-
bers at the Bois Forte and Vermilion Clinics; 
with the ability to function as an independent 
practitioner. The Bois Forte Health & Human 
Services and IHS goal is to raise Indian Health 
status to the highest possible level.

 
Website: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9, 16, 23 & 30 2022

Program Accountant (2 Positions) 
Closes: December 22, 2022

 
Position Purpose: The Program Accountant 
is responsible for setting up, maintaining, and 
monitoring all general ledger accounts, funds, 
and budgets in the accounting system relative 
to State, Federal and Tribal contract/programs 
including preparing adjusting journal entries 
under the direction of the Program Accounting 
Supervisor. Also monitors contracts/programs 
by providing requests, reporting and docu-
mentation under the direction of the Program 
Accounting Supervisor (Supervisory Program 
Accountant). 

Website: https://boisforte.com/jobs/

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP
Notice of Filing for Town Offices 

to be Elected

Notice is hereby given that a town election 
will be held in the Township of Kabetogama, 
St. Louis County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 
14th day of March, 2023.

The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy 
will be Tuesday, January 3, 2023.  The last 
day will be Tuesday, the 17th day of January, 
2023, at 5:00 p.m..

Filings may be made with Clerk Mary 
Manninen.  You can either make an appoint-
ment by calling 240-9325 or Town Hall 875-
2082 or emailing kabtown@frontier.com.  You 
may file without appointment by coming into 
the Town Hall on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 
between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The following terms will be expiring:

Supervisor Seat #1 for the term of one year
Supervisor Seat #2 for the term of two years
Supervisor Seat #3 for the term of three years

Treasurer for the term of two years

Filing fee is $2.00.

December 5, 2022
Clerk, Mary Manninen

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ELECTION

MN 205.16, subd. 4
 

THE GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL ELECTION WILL BE 

HELD ON MARCH 14, 2023
Polls will be open 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. at 

the Greenwood Town Hall
 

Offices to be elected:
Supervisor Position 1: 3-year term
Supervisor Position 4: 3-year term

Clerk Position: 1-year term
Treasurer Position: 2-year term

 
Filings will open Tuesday, January 3, 2023 

and close on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 
5:00 p.m. Applicants, please file affidavit of 

candidacy at the town hall. Town hall offices 
will be open on Tuesday, January 17 until 

5:00 p.m. to accept affidavits.
 

THE GREENWOOD TOWN BOARD 
WILL MEET IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ANNUAL 

MEETING ON MARCH 14, 2023 TO 
PAY BILLS AND CANVASS ELECTION 

RESULTS.
 

In case of inclement weather, the election 
and meetings will be held the following 

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at the same times 
listed. MS365.51, subd. 1.

 
JoAnn Bassing, Interim Town Clerk.

 
Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 9 & 16, 2022



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA MEETING IN COOK- Sunday 
Night Big Book Group meets 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 
2nd St. NE, Cook, at 7:00 pm 
Sunday. For information call 
218-666-2820 or 218-780-7670.

AL-ANON MEETING IN COOK 
- Ashawa Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 231 2nd St. NE, Cook, 
at 7:00 pm Sunday. This meet-
ing is for families and friends of 
alcoholics.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

PET CREMATION
VISIT VermilionPetCremation.
com or call 218-780-8069 for 
pet cremation details and rates.

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Closed Weekends

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Advertise 
Here

One Low 
Price  

Total Coverage

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950 or www.timberjay.com

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Sell It
HERE

Call 218-753-2950
timberjay.com

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Don’t Let Winter Get You Down!

ICE MELT
Sand-In-a-TubE
ShovELS

We’ve got what it takes to get you through...

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

“What’s better under the tree 
than New Flooring?”

BIG Enough to
Serve you;

small Enough to
Know You!

CLOSED DEC. 24-26

“It’s time to get on my schedule for 2023!”
ADAM GRUBA • CONTRACTORADAM GRUBA • CONTRACTOR

Britt, MN • 218-349-3832

Hearing AidsBeltone

Get

Book Your FREE Hearing Screening

+ 

Starting at $799
Beltone Hearing Aid Set* 
+ A Free Cleaning Set
with Purchase
Limited Time Offer!

(866) 890-8403
*Terms and conditions apply. Discount based on MSRP. Offer valid 10/1/22-12/31/22 at 
participating locations only on qualifying purchases. Jabra Enhance Plus not eligible for the 
discount. See locations for details. Benefi ts of hearing instruments may vary by type and degree 
of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fi t. Cannot be 
combined with any other promotions or discounts.

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS!

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Clean, 
minimalist,

modern
styles!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

$7.64Pallet price

LOOK WHAT WE’VE GOT!Premium Hardwood Pellets
These Are The 

Good Kind
40 lb. bag

$6.99 Cash & Carry Only

LUNA CHAIRS

303 Main St, Tower, 55790 
NordicHomeNorth.com • 612-280-9195 
Mon-Sat 10-4ish and by appointment

Always serving Nordic Goodies & Cider

SALE
 10-25%

          Off

• DECEMBER DEAL •


