
REGIONAL- Deployment 
of the city of Cook’s new fiber 
optic high-speed broadband 
network is on track to be oper-
ational before winter sets in, 
and new projects proposed for 
multiple North Country areas 
could come next if their current 
applications for additional state 
funding support are approved.

Work on the Cook network 
being installed by Paul Bunyan 

Communications was originally 
scheduled to begin next spring, 
but multiple factors have allowed 
the company to accelerate that 
schedule. Crews began laying the 
main fiber optic cables several 
weeks ago, and those who sub-
scribe to the service now will 
likely have high-speed broadband 
this fall.

“Construction takes a little 
while,” Paul Bunyan marketing 

supervisor Brian Bissonette said 
Tuesday. “We’re hopeful we’ll 
get completed by freeze out, 
which would be mid-October, 
or a little bit later, and then 
comes the behind-the-scenes 
work, which is splicing all that 
fiber optic together and getting 
the network equipment installed 
and tested. Once it is tested and 
is operational, then we’re good 
to go.”

When developing the initial 
plans for adding over 300 loca-
tions in Cook to its Gigazone 
network, Paul Bunyan was 
looking at super-fast one gigabyte 
download and upload speeds 
about ten times faster than any 
other competitor. But with broad-
band capacities increasing at a 
rapid pace, Bissonette said the 
network is now capable of far 
more than that.

“Our network can support 
internet speeds up to ten (giga-
bytes) and we have the service 
offerings up to ten gigs,” 
Bissonette said. “We actually 
just received that about a year 
ago, where the technology again 
has progressed so that we’re able 
to support those speeds.”

But only a small number of 

ELY— The Timberjay’s longtime Ely 
editor, Keith Vandervort, died suddenly 
at his home this past Friday, Aug. 26. The 
cause of death is unknown but was ruled 
due to natural causes. 

Vandervort, who was 60, was an old-
school journalist who worked hard to get 
the facts right and 
still typed the thou-
sands of words of 
copy he produced 
each week with his 
two-finger “hunt-
and-peck” method. 

He’d become 
a fixture in Ely 
over  the  pas t 
decade, covering 
everything from 
city council meet-
ings to dance recitals as he worked his 
craft of chronicling the community. He 
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Timberjay’s 
Ely editor dies 
unexpectedly

Keith Vandervort

Cook broadband on track for fall completion
Other area projects await word on state funding requests

Clockwise from right: Rylee 
and Deegan Miller, from West 
Eveleth, enjoy their fresh-
squeezed lemonades; Jenna 
Holtorf, of Virginia, takes a 
turn at the Contented Critters 
Kissing Booth with Wally, the 
mascot for the animal rescue 
organization; Ezekial Benck, 
age four, of Tower takes some 
time to feed the young 
chickens in the animal barn; 
Four Corners 4-H members 
Lucia Dahl, and Katherine 
Brophy, along with an uniden-
tified young girl, work on 
drumming up business; David 
Elg, of Eveleth, cozies up with 
Eldy, a horse owned by Shyla 
Martin, that David has been 
riding in horse shows this 
year.

SUMMER’S LAST BLAST

“I Like That 
Academy” has 
fall openings

See...BROADBAND  pg. 10

Vandervort spent more 
than 30 years in journalism

REGIONAL— Are you someone 
with what you think just might be the 
next big idea? Would you like to start 
your own business or nonprofit, but don’t 
really know where to start? Do you have 
a community project in mind but aren’t 
sure how to get it off the ground?

If any of these possibilities fit you, 
there’s a ten-week course you should 
know about. It’s called the “I Like That 
Academy” and a new fall course is set 
to get underway later this month. And 
there’s still room for several additional 
participants in northeastern Minnesota. 
And best of all, it’s free for those who are 

ENTREPRENEURS

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave. 
piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com

Visit our new Boathouse: Open Daily 9 am to 5 pm

Our Retail Store has NEW FALL CLOTHING!
40% OFF Outlet Store Open Daily

photos by J. Summit



2 September 2, 2022                                                                                                                                                                            THE TIMBERJAY

 Community notices
FALL FEST

online 24/7 at
www.timberjay.com

EMBARRASS- Sisu 
Heritage of Embarrass is 
celebrating their annual 
Community Night Out 
on Sunday, Sept. 11 from 
4-6:30 p.m. at the histor-
ic Seitaniemi Homestead. 
Singer-songwriter Preston 
Gunderson will provide 
the music. Come for a free 

outdoor concert and a tour 
of the restored housebarn 
at this family-friendly 
event. 

Bring your own bev-
erage, blanket and lawn 
chair. Chili, pie and coffee 
will be available. Free-
will donations are gladly 
accepted. Proceeds go to 

Sisu’s restoration proj-
ects in Embarrass and the 
surrounding area. Local 
businesses sponsoring 
this event include C&C 
Winger Construction, 
Benville Service, Fortune 
Bay Resort Casino, Em-
barrass-Vermillion Credit 
Union and Wintergreen 

Northern Wear.
The Seitaniemi Home-

stead is located on Comet 
Road in Waasa, between 
Embarrass and Babbitt. 
Watch for signs on Hwy 
21. Call 218-984-3012 or 
visit sisuheritage.org for 
more information.

Community Night Out set for Sept. 11

ELY - The 29th Har-
vest Moon Festival is set 
to go for September 9-11 
in Ely’s Whiteside Park.  
Friday and Saturday hours 
are from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  

Enjoy crisp autumn 
air and beautiful White-
side Park, featuring 100 
booths filled with original 
arts and crafts, including 
paintings, fish carving 
signs, turned bowls, rustic 
furniture, pottery, fabu-
lous photographs, beauti-
ful-handcrafted jewelry, 
organic teas, candles and 
so much more.  This fes-
tival is the perfect event to 
find truly unique holiday 
gifts.

The food court will 
have many of your favor-
ite foods and vendors, in-
cluding Bob-a-Q Smoke-
house & Grill, Schweiby’s 
Concessions, Becky’s 
Oriental, SB Concessions, 
Kettle Mania, Go Figurs, 
and some surprises!  Of 
course, there will be plen-
ty of freshly-baked blue-
berry pie in the pavilion.

Stop by the Cham-
ber of Commerce booth 
and pick up a map high-
lighting local businesses 
participating in the third 
annual Business Harvest 
Days from Sept. 8 – 11.  
The Chamber will also 
have information about 
the 2023 WolfTrack Clas-

sic Sled Dog Race.  This 
year they are planning 
a live music fundrais-
ing event scheduled for 
Oct. 22 at the Grand Ely 
Lodge, featuring Van and 

the Free Candies.   Tick-
ets are $25 and will help 
support the race.  The 
evening includes a social 
hour with appetizers, a 
cash bar, three hours of 

live music, and the online 
auction launch of “Dollars 
for Doggies”.

  

29th Annual Harvest Moon Festival set for 
September 9-11 in Ely's Whiteside Park

A few of the many treasures to be found at Ely's upcoming Harvest Moon 
Festival include  clockwise from top left:  Inlaid burl bowl by Mike Denny 
of Good Wolf Bowls; Wood piece by Kylie Guimont of K. Rae Creates; 
Custom made and designed Neck Piece by Greg Souther; Pottery bowl by 
Linda Trapkus of Blue Earth Pottery.

Mel Annala to return to Virginia's Lyric 
Center for the Arts Sept. 7

VIRGINIA - The Lyric Center for the Arts will 
be presenting Iron Range recording artist Mel Annala 
for a special return performance on Wednesday, Sept. 
7 at 7 p.m.  Annala has spent the last several years 
traveling the Northland and sharing his special blend 
of country, folk, Americana and acoustic rock music.  

Although he's cut down on the number of 
personal appearances over the past few years, the 
71-year -old entertainer says he still enjoys getting 
out to play music for folks. His musical travels have 
taken him all across the Iron Range, the Twin Ports 
and the North Shore.  He recently was a special guest 
at the Lake County Fair in Two Harbors, MN.  “I’m 
not sure how long I will be performing,” Annala 
says, “as long as people want to come out and hear 
me, and it fits into my schedule, I think I’ll be at this 
for a while longer.” He adds, “playing music for the 
public has given me an opportunity to meet so many 
interesting people. For tickets call 218-741-5577 or 
visit:  https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/lyric-cen-
ter-for-the-arts/62f11191a22a8e0e44ab1a35

Charlemagne’s Attic Sale Sept. 9-10
TOWER- The Tower-Soudan Historical Society’s 

“Charlemagne’s Attic Sale” will be open the final 
time this year on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 9 and 10, 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The sale is located in Tower’s historic fire hall at 
504 Main Street.  The two-day sale will feature do-
nated antiques, unique, vintage, collectibles, artwork, 
cabin décor, and fun items for sale.  Many new items 
have been added to the sale. All proceeds of the sale 
are dedicated to the Fire Hall ADA Restroom Project.

Preserving the Historic Fire Hall will bring back 
the story of early development of the Tower-Soudan 
and Lake Vermilion area.  It is being transformed 
into a History and Education Center and will host 
the popular History Talks on Main Street series, a 
local art gallery and ethnic artisan retail outlet, and a 
community gathering place for various vintage and 
pop-up events.The fire hall is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and being restored by the 
Tower-Soudan Historical Society.   Donations are 
appreciated to the Tower-Soudan Historical Society, 
Historic Fire Hall Restoration Fund, P.O. Box 465, 
Tower, MN  55790.  

Ladies and Knights of Kaleva to meet 
Thursday, Sept. 8 

VIRGINIA  -The Ladies and Knights of Kaleva 
will be meeting Thursday Sept. 8, 2022, at Kaleva 
Hall at 6 PM. Coffee and goodies will be served after 
the meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend. Come 
and share your Finnish heritage. 

Ely Senior Center invites everyone to 
“Let’s Dance!” Saturday, Sept. 3

ELY- Come to the Ely Senior Center at 27 S First 
Ave. Ely on Saturday, Sept. 3 from 7-10 p.m. for a 
night of dancing.  Dances will include contra, line, 
barn and community.  No experience is required to 
attend.  All dances will be taught.  Music provided by 
Tamarack Dance Association; calling will be provid-
ed by Brandy Forsman.  Admission is $10 per person 
and children are admitted free with a parent.  This 
event is sponsored by the Ely Folk School and funded 
in part by a generous donation from the Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust.  

RIDING FOR THE CAUSE

The 7th annual Ride Raffle ‘n Roll for ALS took place on Aug. 20. This gathering of friends and sup-
porters raises money for the Never Surrender Black Woods Blizzard tour to help patients and fam-
ilies affected by ALS. This year’s ride started at the Embarrass Timber Hall and went roughly 165 
miles. They went to the Cook Muni, Viking bar, the Highway 5 bar, and ended at the Britt Lounge. 
There were 125 registered riders, including two Jeeps and a convertible, making this a great event 
for a worthy cause.  It was a wonderful day for a ride and fun was had by all. The committee would 
like to send a big thank you to everyone who came out to support both behind the scenes and at 
the event. 

More than 125 riders participate in Ride Raffle ‘n Roll for ALS 

PARTY EMBARRASS STYLE

Tower-Soudan Civic Club

Friday, Sept. 9 • 9 AM - 4 PM
Saturday, Sept. 10 • 9 AM - Noon

Civic Center, Tower MN

Everything
MUST GO!

• FUNDRAISING SALE •
JOIN US • SEPTEMBER 10

Eagles Nest Fire/EMS Auxiliary
(Nonprofit 501(3)c Organization)

FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL
3K/5K WALK/BIKE EVENT

Beginning at the 
Eagles Nest Fire Dept. • 9 AM

Entry fee is $20 per person for early registration 
or $22 per person at the gate.

Fee includes T-Shirt/water/snacks
For more information or interest in sponsorship 

contact Chief McCray at:
ENTFireChief@aol.com or 734-341-4186

Online Registration Available.

REMEMBERING  9-11-01REMEMBERING  9-11-01NEW TO YOU...
Art & CollectiblesArt & Collectibles
GARAGEGARAGE  SALESALE

 • 210 S River St, Cook •
Located at the Dream Weaver Salon Complex

Saturday, September 3 
9 AM to 3 PM

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT

; ; ;

ROSE SALE!
ELY ROTARY

ROSE SALE!
Order a DOZEN

beautiful roses for only $25!
(Sale runs until September 21)

$25 will ALSO get you a coupon book 
good for up to $1,000 in discounts from
businesses in Duluth and the Ely area.

ORDER TODAY 
At elyrotary.org or from any 

Ely Rotary member.
Pick up roses at ZUP’s in Ely, 

October 14 -16. 

Proceeds help Ely Rotary with projects that benefit the greater Ely area.

Everybody
Loves

ROSES!



REGIONAL- Ever since the 
growth of at-home testing for 
COVID-19, Minnesota health 
officials have known that official 
case counts, which are based on 
clinical testing only, significantly 
underestimate the actual preva-
lence of the disease. As a result, 
they’ve turned to hospitalizations 
and deaths as a more accurate 
measure of the pandemic’s sever-
ity, and now report case counts 
weekly rather than daily.

But now there’s evidence 
that the incidence rate of COVID 
cases in the community could be 
even higher than health officials 
might have projected, as new 
research indicates the possibil-
ity that more than half of the 
people infected with the Omicron 
COVID variant aren’t aware they 
have it or have had it.

Those were the findings of a 
collaborative group of researchers 
from the University of California-

Los Angeles, Cedars-Sinai Smidt 
Heart Institute, and Abbott 
Laboratories, who drew blood 
samples and measured COVID 
antibody levels from 210 patients 
and employees to come up with 
their results.

The report, published Aug. 
17 in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association Network 
Open, documents that 56 percent 
of those who tested positive for 
COVID-19 didn’t know that they 
had been infected because they 
either had no symptoms at all or 
mild symptoms they attributed to 
a cold or allergies.

Almost since the start of 
the pandemic, researchers have 
demonstrated that some cases of 
COVID are asymptomatic, that 
a person can be infected with 
the virus and spread it to others 
without having any COVID 
symptoms, and this research is 
additional confirmation of that 

phenomenon.
But it also shows that 

Omicron’s generally milder 
symptoms overall may be con-
tributing to the more aggressive 
spread of the variant since those 
infected are less likely to recog-
nize it as COVID. That presents 
additional risk for those over 50 
and those with underlying health 
conditions who are susceptible to 
more severe illness in the event 
they become infected.

It also may explain in part 
why the case numbers around 
the country are still running well 
above those reported the prior 
two summers, even though the 
current case counts are known to 
be significant undercounts.

“There’s just a tremendous 
amount of transmission,” said 
University of Minnesota infec-
tious disease expert Michael 
Osterholm in a recent podcast. 
“Hospitalizations have dropped 

slightly over the past two weeks; 
deaths have remained pretty 
steady over the past few weeks 
with an average of just under 500 
lives lost each day in the U.S.” 
Osterholm emphasized the 
ongoing seriousness of the 
death toll.

“That equates to about 
182,000 deaths per year in this 
country,” he said. “It now makes 
(COVID) the fourth leading cause 
of death in this country.”
Back to school

Minnesota children are 
heading back to school next 
week, and the Mayo Clinic’s 
hotspot map predicts that St. 
Louis County’s COVID plateau 
will continue at least through next 
Saturday.

Only  four  in  ten  of 
Minnesota’s elementary-age 
children have completed an initial 
vaccine series, and only one in 

ten is fully up to date with their 
vaccinations. The numbers get 
higher as the grade levels go up, 
but even among 16-17-year-olds 
only three in ten have their vac-
cinations up to date.

The COVID landscape for 
schools today is vastly different 
from the mandates of masking 
and possibilities of schoolwide 
distance learning of two years 
ago. Changing recommendations 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and the Minnesota Health 
and Education Departments have 
administrators trying to piece 
together COVID response plans 
on a district-by-district basis 
while relying on uncertain data 
to try to anticipate what might 
lie ahead.

Ray Jobe, the St. Louis 
County health department spe-
cialist working with schools 
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REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

  

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Pelican Lake, Orr-$395,000 3 BR, 1,170 sq ft 
home on a 2.31 acre peninsula with 930 ft of 
shoreline and water views from three sides of the 
home. Knotty pine interior, roll-in dock, shared 
boat ramp with neighbor and a 40x62 pole 
building. MLS#144107

Orr-$425,000  Beautiful, 3 BR, 2,552 sq ft home 
nestled on 24 acres with lower-level family room 
and amazing views of backyard along with your 
very own pond. Cleared and leveled area, ready 
for a garage/pole building. MLS#143416

Long Lake-$219,000 Want privacy and lots of 
it? Look no further. This beautiful off the grid 
Voyaguer 3 BR log cabin has generator power 
and sits on 13.54 acres and 700 ft of shoreline 
on Long Lake. Boat-access. MLS#143776
 
Orr-$69,995 40 remote acres surrounded by 
public lands. Mix of trees and open fields.               
MLS#142784

WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

ANGORA 2 BR cabin, 3-stall garage, 50 
acres, propane and wood heating options, 
close to Taconite Trail and Lake Vermilion. 
$159,000  MLS# 143856   

TOWER 1 BR, 1-1/2 BA home with 2-stall 
garage,  225 ft of lake frontage on Lake 
Vermilion. Price reduction. $670,000 
MLS# 143533

ORR 120 acre parcel, high rolling land, well 
wooded with 2,700 ft of Little Fork River 
frontage. $300,000  MLS# 143798

SOLD 4 acre island lot with 580 ft lake front-
age on Lake Vermilion. $139,000 
MLS# 141336 

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Tower Ambulance asking for increased subsidy payment 

Over half of people may not know they have COVID

TOWER- The Tower Area 
Ambulance Service is asking 
the city of Tower and surround-
ing townships to make a double 
subsidy contribution for 2023 to 
cover the expected costs of pur-
chasing a new ambulance. Initial 
outreach to ambulance suppliers 
indicates a new rig will cost about 
$235,000.

At a special Tower Ambulance 
Commission meeting on Aug. 24, 
ambulance commission members 
from Tower, Kugler, Breitung, 
Eagles Nest and Vermilion Lake 
agreed to go back to their respec-
tive boards to seek a single double 
per capita payment in 2023. This 
agreement would allow the ambu-
lance service to put in their order 
for a new ambulance by the end of 
this year. Delivery times on new 
ambulances have slowed mark-
edly with supply side disruptions. 
The condition of the service’s ten-
year-old rig makes it a priority to 
get a replacement on line as soon 
as possible, Tower Ambulance 
Director Dena Suihkonen said.

“Everyone at the meeting 
agreed to do this catch-up 
payment,” Suihkonen said.

Greenwood Township did 

not send a representative to the 
meeting.

Ambulance runs so far this 
year are above the current 
average, with 292 calls recorded 
by the end of July. There were 62 
calls in June, 60 in July, and 52 
as of Aug. 29. Emergency calls 

from Tower-Soudan have totaled 
116; Greenwood, 34; Fortune 
Bay, 22; Bois Forte, 63; Eagles 
Nest, 19; and Vermilion Lake, 
15. Other calls have included 
non-emergency medical trans-
fers, which are taken when there 
are sufficient personnel available 

to handle emergency calls while 
one ambulance is out of the area.

“About 10 to 12 percent 
of our calls have required ALS 
(Advanced Life Support) level of 
care this year,” said Suihkonen.

ALS can be called in as soon 
as an ambulance is dispatched, or 

after a referral from first respond-
ers on the scene, Suihkonen said.

“We don’t wait until the 
ambulance gets on the scene,” she 
said, “and when ALS arrives, we 
have done the legwork.”

The ambulance replacement 
fund currently sits at $122,342 but 
is still waiting for its 2022 subsidy 
payments from all its members. 
Breitung has paid in half its 2022 
payment. 

Commission members were 
still waiting for the final version 
of the 2022 subsidy agreement. 
Greenwood has been insisting on 
an indemnity clause that places 
all liability on the city of Tower, 
even for non-ambulance service 
members at an ambulance call, 
such as township first responders 
who are not members of the Tower 
Ambulance Service.

At this meeting, Eagles Nest 
representative Larry McCray 
made a motion to either remove 
that clause altogether or simplify 
it to state that Tower is respon-
sible for Tower Ambulance 
employees, and any township 
would be responsible for any 
of their employees. All those in 
attendance supported the motion. 
The final contract is written by 

Tower Ambulance Director Dena Suihkonen with the ambulance purchased in 2020. file photo

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

See AMBULANCE...pg. 5

Changing landscape presents challenge as kids return back to schoolby DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See COVID..pg. 5

IT’S JUST A COLD, RIGHT?
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The Timberjay encourages 
letters to the editor. You can 
submit letters by mail at PO 
Box 636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com. 

We ask that letters be limited 
to 300 words. 

Letters are subject to editing, 
primarily for length and clarity.

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com OPINION

 Editorial
Debt relief a start

America has shifted the cost of higher 
ed to students and families

Letters from Readers

While President Biden’s 
recent decision to forgive 
up to $20,000 in individual 
student debt is popular with 
young people, it’s come under 
criticism from some quarters as 
unfair to those who paid their 
way through college or avoided 
debt by never going at all. 

Those arguments fail to 
recognize how times have 
changed, both in terms of the 
cost of pursuing higher edu-
cation as well as the cost of 
failing to do so.

Back in the 1960s and 
70s, when many baby boomers 
were headed off to college, 
tuition at a public university 
was incredibly cheap. An 
entire year’s tuition and fees 
at the University of Minnesota 
back in the late 1970s was 
under $1,000, equivalent 
to about $3,500 today once 
adjusted for inflation. Yet that 
same tuition this year is over 
$16,000. For many families, 
that’s insurmountable without 
financial aid. 

Back in the 1970s, room 
and board was the biggest 
expense for a student at the U 
of M. Those who could live 
at home with mom and dad 
could save even those costs, 
which meant it was easy for a 
college student to work their 
way through school, because 
they barely needed to work at 
all to afford tuition. 

So why has tuit ion 
increased so rapidly? There’s 
no one reason, but one of the 
biggest is the fundamental 
turn our political system 
took beginning in the 1980s. 
It was the so-called Reagan 
Revolution and it put the 
focus by Republicans, and 
some Democrats as well, on 
income tax cuts. At the time, 
the American tax system was 
far more progressive than 
it is today and it taxed both 
corporations and high income 
earners at significantly higher 
rates. Corporations, in partic-
ular, paid a much heftier tax 
bill than today. Back in 1952, 
corporations paid roughly six 
percent of the gross domestic 
product in federal corporate 
income taxes. Today, corpo-
rations pay about one percent 
of GDP, despite record profits.

We’ve seen similar trends 
at the state level, including here 
in Minnesota. As we’ve taxed 
corporations and the wealthy 
less, states contributed com-
paratively less toward the oper-
ation of public colleges and 
universities. Instead of taxing 
those with means to help make 
higher education affordable for 
everyone, our political system 
put the burden on students and 
their families to make up the 
difference through financial 
aid. And much of the roughly 
$1.6 trillion that students now 
owe in the U.S. is owed to 
some of the very same corpo-
rations and wealthy investors 
who reaped the rewards of all 

those tax cuts over the past 
few decades. It’s a sweet deal 
for those with means. America 
used to tax them to fund things 
like universities. Now, we 
borrow from them and pay 
hefty interest to boot.

Which is why anyone over 
age 55 can’t really criticize a 
modest debt relief initiative on 
fairness. The baby boomer gen-
eration grew up in an entirely 
different America, where pro-
gressive taxation, among other 
things, provided them with 
affordable higher education. 
That hasn’t been the reality for 
students for more than 25 years 
now. For the vast majority, 
attending college or a univer-
sity means going into debt, and 
often spending decades with a 
financial burden that students 
of previous generations never 
had to shoulder. 

Fairness? Not exactly.
This  unprecedented 

burden comes at a time when 
higher education is more criti-
cal for young people than ever. 
Back when baby boomers were 
joining the workforce, there 
were many more opportunities, 
particularly in manufacturing, 
for workers with just a high 
school degree. Those jobs 
have disappeared by the mil-
lions since then, leaving most 
young people with the choice 
of pursuing higher education 
or relegating themselves to 
low paid service work the rest 
of their lives. While there are 
opportunities in the trades, 
even those jobs often require 
some level of post-secondary 
education. Vocational and 
technical schools also can 
leave students with significant 
amounts of debt.

That’s why Biden’s modest 
proposal really doesn’t go far 
enough. Throughout American 
history, the funding of public 
schools has expanded along 
with the complexity of society. 
A century ago, many states still 
charged tuition for students to 
attend public high school, if 
they had high schools at all. 
These days, that would seem 
unconscionable, because we 
recognize that the world has 
changed.

That change accelerates 
every year, which is why 
public post-secondary educa-
tion should be tuition-free, or 
nearly so, at least through a 
two-year degree, whether it’s 
in the liberal arts or a trade. No 
one should be forced to settle 
for lesser opportunity because 
they can’t afford to improve 
themselves. When we create 
opportunity through higher 
education, it’s not an expense, 
it’s an investment— one that 
makes this country stronger. 
We’re dependent on that next 
generation to become the inno-
vators, the thought-leaders, 
and the trained workers we’ll 
need to stay competitive in 
the future. Why would we sell 
them short?

As many of my 
closest confidants 
know, recently I 
have been living 
a lifestyle that I 
affectionately refer 
to as “My Dorothy 
Molter Moment”. 
Three years ago, I 
assumed the task 
of reopening our 
original home that 
had been abandoned 
for nearly twenty years. With the 
aid of my grandson, my goal has 
been to restore and preserve the 

house that holds our 
story. Through count-
less hours of fixing 
and cleaning, it’s no 
longer a makeshift 
storage compartment. 
It’s a home! 

 During this 
escapade, I’ve had the 
opportunity to reflect 
on years gone by and 
where I’m at today. 
I’ve reflected back 

on the years spent here raising 
my children without electricity 
or running water, and no TV. 

While my generational cohorts 
were stepping onto escalators 
destined for “success”, I and 
my young family were learning 
the nuts and bolts of “voluntary 
simplicity”. How to reduce our 
material pursuits and revive some 
of the knowledge and practices 
of the first wave of homesteaders 
that migrated to this region. 

 As I scrubbed floors and 
furnishings (removing evidence 
of a variety of critters that had 
staked their claims to the place) 
I thought about the days when 
the house still smelled of freshly 

varnished wood. I pictured my 
two young sons, kneeling on 
the floor over their matchbox 
trucks traveling around a giant 
hand-painted paper streetscape 
they’d named “Car Town”.  I 
also could see them sound asleep 
on their bunkbeds after a busy 
day building forts and peddling 
their bicycles up and down the 
driveway. Good memories! 

 As I scrubbed the inte-
rior walls of red pine and cedar, 
I realized that every single log 
and board I touched had been 
carefully hewn, fastened, and fin-

ished — without the aid of power 
tools — by my very ambitious 
mate, John. His was a daunting 
undertaking on a scale that out-
matched my current endeavor by 
a long shot! 

 Back then, we relied on 
wood for heat, oil, and later gas 
lamps for lighting, well water 
drawn from our hand pump, 
and food harvested from the 
surrounding woods and our large 
garden. We intentionally raised 
our children in ways influenced 

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

Where John Muir and Dorothy Molter meet

See JOHN MUIR..pg. 5

Our communities were so much richer for having Keith 
Vandervort’s reporting. His photo artistry caught people when 
they may not have expected it, but in so doing he honored the 
moment.His writing was candid, honest, faithful and artful. 
He served us tirelessly and well and he will be sorely missed.

Emily Brown, 
Ely

Keith Vandervort will be sorely missed

Many years ago, 
I was in the audience 
when the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, the legendary 
civil rights activist 
and election mobi-
lizer, gave a speech. 
He often used the 
catchphrase, “Keep 
hope alive!” when he 
spoke, and he did so 
that time. The audience 
picked it up as a chant. 
“Keep hope alive!” 
they called. “Keep 
hope alive!” It was a memorable bit of political 
showmanship. 

 A few years later, I gave a speech at a small 
college in Iowa. I used it to analyze all the chal-
lenges our country faced, domestic and foreign, 
and finished thinking I’d done a pretty good job 
of laying out our problems. Afterward, a young 
student came up to me. “That was a marvelous 
speech, Congressman,” she said. “I’ve just got 
one question: Is there any hope?” 

 I realized then that, far from rising to the 
occasion, I’d failed. Jesse Jackson was right: 
You always have to leave your listeners with 
hope, and I had not done that. 

 This is very hard to pull off, of course—
possibly harder now than it was then. We face 
a long list of seemingly intractable problems, 
from climate change to mass shootings to threats 
to our democratic processes to overseas rivals 
willing to test us at every turn. It’s easy to get 
discouraged and to believe that we cannot solve 
or manage those problems—and then to give in 
to despair. But Jackson and that student were 
right. We constantly need reminding that we can 
change things for the better. 

 The reason, actually, is straightforward. 
The backbone of our system of representative 
democracy is its faith in ordinary Americans 
to step up to their responsibility as citizens to 
improve their corner of the world—by their own 
direct actions as well as by making discriminat-
ing judgments about politicians and policies. If 
you rob people of hope, then you rob them of a 
reason to be involved. 

 In decades of talking to people all over the 
country, I’ve been repeatedly impressed by the 

strength of citizens’ desire to improve their com-
munities. This often reflected itself in specific 
projects—a bridge or a road or renovations to a 
local school—but it also applied to supporting 
quality leaders who could get things done for 
their communities. 

 To be sure, people were often wary of pol-
itics: they thought it was filled with messiness 
and noise. But at the end of the day, they saw 
the need for deal-making, compromise, and 
negotiation. I think this is still true for the major-
ity of Americans, though an alarming number 
these days want to elect political leaders who 
will brook no compromise—and, indeed, seem 
to take an almost punitive approach to fellow 
citizens and politicians who disagree with them. 
They want to extinguish hope. 

 Still, I believe that most Americans are 
solidly pragmatic. They recognize the com-
plexities of the challenges we face, see the 
limitations on what can be accomplished at any 
given moment, and believe that even in the face 
of division there’s much that unites us, especially 
the urge to improve our own lives and those of 
our neighbors and fellow community members. 
They’re very aware of differences of opinion 
and operate out of a basic sense of decency 
and fairness—they want the process to reflect 
fairly where people stand. I think that, without 
articulating it, they understand instinctively that 
keeping the process fair is crucial to keeping 
hope alive. 

 I’ve worked in this system a long time, and 
I believe it can do just that—if it’s allowed to 
work, and if citizens are allowed to fulfill the 
basic responsibility of being involved. That’s 
why the hope of changing things for the better 
is so crucial. We may face serious, difficult 
problems, but if we allow ourselves to become 
discouraged—or even worse, to be discouraged 
from tackling them—then progress really will 
be impossible.  

 Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the 
IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

Always Leave Them With Hope

LEE
HAMILTON
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around COVID this year, 
talked about one of the 
recent CDC changes, that 
of eliminating the require-
ment for those exposed 
to a case of COVID to 
quarantine.

“Parents and students 
were all sick of the man-
dates,” he said. “Isolation is 
still there for anybody who 
tests positive, but they’re 
not requiring quarantine 
for anybody that’s been 
exposed or suspected of 
being exposed. They do still 
recommend that anybody 
that’s been exposed or 
suspected to have been 
exposed should still be 
wearing a mask for ten 
days. I think that’s going to 
vary a lot by each district.”

“It’s going to be depen-
dent on school districts to 
set their plans in place,” 
he continued. “I think it’s 
going to be tricky. One 
of the important things is 
that they’re going to base 
their plans primarily off of 
the CDC community level 
of transmission. But they 
also should be considering 
the rates of student and 
staff absenteeism as well 
in trying to determine what 
strategies they should be 
implementing.”

Jobe said that the 
changes in the COVID 

surveillance system over 
time have complicated 
things for local districts. 
“The further we’ve gotten 
into this pandemic the 
worse our surveillance 
system has gotten, especial-
ly with home tests. Home 
tests are helpful because 
it provides better access 
for almost everyone, but it 
makes it really difficult to 
get an accurate picture of 
your case rates, especially 
the smaller areas get,” he 
said.

Schools and daycares 
are still being asked to 
report identified cases 
on a weekly basis to the 
health department, and that 
requirement is helping to 
give health officials more 
insight into what may be 
happening in the surround-
ing community.

“Schools will still have 
their hyper-localized data 
and they’re really going 
to have to lean on that for 
when they implement their 
mitigation strategies,” Jobe 
said.

County health depart-
men t  d i r ec to r  Amy 
Westbrook said that the 
problem for schools might 
not be with student infec-
tions.

“It may be that the 
biggest challenge for 

schools this fall is maintain-
ing operations,” she said. 
“What we saw last spring 
after most of the schools 
dropped their mask man-
dates was staff and teachers 
getting sick and staying out 
of classrooms. That really 
made it challenging from 
a continuity of operations 
perspective. A teacher can 
teach with fewer kids, it 
doesn’t matter. But if the 
teacher is not there, they 
can’t learn.”
Omicron boosters

The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration was 
expected to give the green 
light this week to two 
new COVID booster shots 
tailored to better protect 
against the BA.5 and BA.4 
Omicron variants, with 
about 175 million shots 
purchased by the federal 
government becoming 
available once the Centers 
for Disease Control issues 
the accompanying guid-
ance for administration.

Almost 90 percent of 
reported cases are now 
caused by the BA.5 variant, 
with the remainder attribut-
ed to BA.4 and a subvari-
ant of that. But while the 
original Omicron variant 
rapidly spawned more and 
more infectious subvariants 
that replaced prior ones, 

BA.5 has been the dominant 
variant in the U.S. since 
early July with no apparent 
successor on the horizon at 
this time.

Both  Pf ize r  and 
Moderna have boosters 
awaiting emergency use 
authorization, but their 
ultimate impact on the 
course of the pandemic is 
uncertain. Neither booster 
has been tested in humans 
yet. Both companies have 
submitted animal testing 
data for consideration 
that has not been public-
ly released. Emergency 
use authorization can be 
granted by the FDA using 
that data, but full approval 
will require human testing, 
which is scheduled to begin 
in September.

Last week a team 
of Australian medical 
researchers posted an anal-
ysis of prior research on 
COVID-19  boosters to the 
medRxiv website aimed at 
predicting the effectiveness 
of variant-tailored boost-
ers. Overall, the group 
found that targeted boosters 
added to the effective-
ness of traditional boost-
ers by up to 13 percent. 
The country’s experience 
with booster uptake to 
date hasn’t been prom-
ising in that regard, and 

Minnesota’s data reflects 
that of the nation.

Since additional boost-
ers were authorized by the 
CDC in March for those 
50 and older and in May 
for everyone five years of 
age and older, just over 
500,000 Minnesotans have 
taken advantage of them 
to bring their vaccination 
status up to date, according 
to data on the state’s vaccine 
dashboard. The current 
percentage of Minnesotans 
who are up to date with the 
recommended boosters is 
only 32.2 percent, and that 
number has risen only about 
10 percent since booster 
eligibility was expanded.

O s t e r h o l m  h a s 
repeatedly noted that the 
major challenge faced in 
Minnesota, the U.S., and 
around the world is taking 
a vaccine and turning it 
into actual vaccinations, a 
problem borne out by the 

low booster uptake data. 
“I’m not convinced that 
this will be the silver bullet 
that many are hoping for,” 
he said. “There are a few 
reasons for this, but it can 
all be summed up in a state-
ment that you’ve all heard 
me say dozens of times by 
now. We cannot boost our 
way out of this pandem-
ic. Part of the reason for 
this is that by making the 
variant specific vaccines, 
we will always be a few 
steps behind this virus.” 
“Our booster uptake is 
already alarmingly low,” 
Osterholm continued. “I 
don’t expect this to change 
with a new Omicron spe-
cific booster, regardless of 
how effective that booster 
is. This vaccine may add 
some protection at an indi-
vidual level, but I think it’s 
unlikely it’ll have a large 
impact on our population 
as a whole.”
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by wise people we found 
along the way— local 
neighbors and farmers, and 
also philosophers like John 
Muir, Ruth Stout, Scott 
Nearing, Wendell Berry, 
and Ina Mae Gaskins who, 
each in their own way, 
offered helpful how-to’s 
while reinforcing the core 
values embedded in what 
we were trying to do. 
They kept us informed and 
inspired as we strove for a 
life of greater self-sufficien-
cy — one we thought made 
good sense. 

After three years, my 
“mission” is still not com-
plete. Long spans of contin-
uous occupancy are reaping 
positive results. Rodents 
have finally been relocated 
and dilapidated porches 
replaced. The thirty-year-
old Ranch King Pro, rusty 
but trusty, has kept my little 
clearing free of ever-en-
croaching brush. And the 
lilies, coleus and begonias 
along the front walkway 
are thriving. Now when I 
step outside my door, I’m 
reminded by the beautiful 
patchwork of granite slabs, 
ones scavenged from the 
Echo Trail decades ago, of 

the love and creative energy 
we poured into “our place”. 
These stones became a 
handmade “welcome mat”. 
Today, it remains as inviting 
as ever. 

The once pot-holed 
driveway now drains as 
nicely as as any county 
backroad. And low spots in 
the front yard, once ankle-
deep puddles after every 
good rain, are now sloped 
away from the house. Now 
my feet stay nice and dry. 
Thanks to my loving son, 
who loaned me his mini 
skid steer and provided the 
needed encouragement and 
coaching, I’m no longer 
limited to my wheelbarrow. 
So, I ordered a dump load of 
Class Five gravel and got to 
work. I guess this old Mom 
can learn new tricks!  

The crumbling brick 
chimney is long gone, 
replaced by a modern, safer 
version. But the old Free 
Flow wood stove has kept 
me warm through many 
a cold Minnesota winter 
night. The fallen-down 
shed has been razed so I 
can view the doe and her 
fawn as they mosey by 
at dawn. The vegetable 

garden, not quite as large as 
it once was, still flourishes 
outside the west window. 
And last Month the lab 
report confirmed it. The 
water pumped from the well 
is still safe to drink. What 
more could I ask for?

Many have asked me 
why I would want to live 
this way. The answer is 
easy.  I have always loved 
the solitude here. Silence 
is the norm. There’s occa-
sional traffic noise, but no 
hum of a refrigerator or 
TV chatter in the back-
ground. I indulge in the 
bird calls that change with 
every season, the sounds of 
wind and dewdrops falling 
from trees.  When I’m 
not looking, mushrooms 
mysteriously appear and 
disappear. I’m entertained 
daily by the antics of a host 
of creatures. The zoom of 
dueling hummingbirds, the 
acrobatics of squirrels and 
chipmunks, and unexpect-
ed visits from skunk, por-
cupine, rabbit or raccoon 
— even a wolf or fox or 
bear, but far more rare. 

Notions about entropy, 
or the intricate connec-
tions between man and 

nature… no longer are 
they just concepts or spec-
ulations but integral to my 
everyday reality. A quieter, 
slower-paced way of life 
allows the natural world to 
more quickly draw us into 
its subtle and ever-present 
grandeur.  What a privilege 
it is to be filled with such 
awe and gratitude. 

Dorothy Molter left 
an indelible impression 
upon my consciousness, 
even more precious as I 
grow older. Through my 
“Molter Moment,” I’ve 
rediscovered how we are 
all one family composed 
of air, water, minerals, and 
microbes, living together, 
bound together, in one giant 
energetic web. I accept with 
greater certainty that the 
knowledge and wisdom of 
our elders and ancestors are 
essential to our survival. 
I’m surer now that we are 
not alone. Their voices 
carry on. 

John Muir was right. 
“Not man apart.” We never 
are, never were, nor ever 
can be. 

 

the city, not the ambulance 
commission.

Commission member 
Kevin Norby gave an 
update on the ad-hoc group 
formed to discuss options 
for the future of the ambu-
lance service. The group 

has held two meetings so far 
and has been brainstorming 
ideas to help make the 
service more financially 
viable, such as creating a 
joint powers board, which 
would give the surrounding 
townships an ownership 

stake in the service, or cre-
ating a regional taxing dis-
trict. Eagles Nest, Breitung, 
Tower, Kugler, Vermilion 
Lake, and Fortune Bay 
are participating in this 
group. Greenwood has 
been invited, said Norby, 

but as yet has not chosen 
to participate.

Norby said the city has 
not yet formally discussed 
the five-page-long request 
for information from the 
McGrath Consulting Group 
that was recently hired by 

Greenwood Township to do 
a study of area ambulance 
services and the feasibility 
of setting up ALS-level 
service in the area.

“We will give the 
Greenwood study as much 
info as we currently have,” 

Norby told the Timberjay 
after the meeting. “But a 
lot of the information they 
want isn’t easily retriev-
able…we don’t have the 
extra time or resources to 
do it all.”

AMBULANCE...Continued from page 3

COVID...Continued from page 4

ELY – “Ely is a better place 
because of the hard work and time 
our volunteers dedicate to the older 
adults in our community.”

Those words were spoken by 
Lisa Porthan, executive director of 
Northwoods Partners recently as 
she recognized the organization’s 
volunteers at a recent picnic to 
celebrate their service. “We are 
so grateful for everything that you 
do,” she said.

At the heart of Northwoods 
Partners is a team of 80-plus 
volunteers who support the Ely 
community’s seniors by providing 
transportation to appointments, 
making friendly visits, providing 
telephone assurance, celebrating 
birthdays, helping with shopping, 
and more. “They all do whatever 
it takes to brighten the lives of our 
area seniors,” Porthan added.

Northwoods Partners volun-
teers include students, working 
folks and retired folks, men and 
women, those who have unlimited 
time to volunteer and those that 
have just a few hours a month to 
give.  “The one thing they all have 
in common is that they care about 
our seniors,” Porthan said.

Each year two volunteers are 
chosen to receive special recog-
nition as the Heart of Gold Award 
winners.  This year’s recipients 
are Linda Fink and Sally Moose.  
“Linda Fink has spent over twenty 
years creating beautiful items 
for our Festival of Trees bou-
tique as well as items for silent 
auction,” Porthan said. “She helps 
recruit other boutique contributors 
and collects and organizes all the 
contributions.  She also shares her 
talents and time with our theme 
dinner each year. She is a vital 
part of our fundraising event com-
mittee, and is a joy to work with.? 

Sally Moose is in her 10th 
year volunteering for Northwoods 
Partners. “She spends many hours 
each week at Carefree Living 
helping provide social events such 
as Bingo and crafts,” Porthan said. 
“She is happy to be a part of the 
lives of our area’s seniors, and 
shares her warm smile and great 
hugs with all she meets.”

According to Porthan, Every 
one of the Northwoods Partners 
volunteers  has some special gift to 
share. “A friendly visit, a ride to the 
beauty shop, picking up groceries, 
a chat on the phone; it really doesn’t 
take much to add some cheer to 
a senior’s life.  If you’d like to 
volunteer, Northwoods Partners 
knows several seniors who would 
be thrilled to meet you,” she said.

For  more  informat ion 
on volunteering email info@
NorthwoodsPartners.org or call 
218-365-8019.

Volunteers honored by Ely Northwoods Partners
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The 2022 Heart of Gold Award winners for Ely’s 
Northwoods Partners are Linda Fink and Sally Moose. 
submitted 



Tower-
Soudan-
Embarrass 
Bookmobile 
Schedule

 
Every third 

Wednesday: 
Sept. 7 and 28; 

Oct. 19; Nov. 9 and 
30; Dec. 21 

Britt (Sand Lake Storage): 9 - 9:30 a.m. 
Bois Forte (Boys & Girls Club): 11 - 11:30  a.m.
Greenwood (Town Hall): 12 – 1 p.m. 
Soudan (Post Office Vicinity): 2:30 - 3:30  p.m.
Tower (Civic Center): 3:45 - 4:30 p.m. 
Embarrass (Hwy 135 & Hwy 21): 5 – 6 p.m. 

You can see the full bookmobile schedule on the website, 
alslib.info/services/bookmobile. For more information on the 
Bookmobile or Mail-A-Book services, contact the Arrowhead Li-
brary System, 218-741-3840, email at als@alslib.info, or website 
at alslib.info. 
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Week of Sept. 5

Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Sept. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

WHAT’S GOING ON...

Fridays 
4-6 PM

at the 
Train Depot

in Tower

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center hosts two events

EMBARRASS  HIGH SCHOOL

Free concert at 
McKinley Park 
Campground on 
Sept. 3

BREITUNG TWP- 
Pat and Donna Surface, 
along with their band 
American Pie, will per-
form hits through the de-
cades at McKinley Park 
Campground  on Sat. Sept. 
3 from 5-8 p.m.  Attendees 
to the concert will jour-
ney back in time with Pat 
and Donna as they cele-
brate the timeless artists 
and songs that topped the 
charts.  From the boppin’ 
sounds of the 50s and the 
generation-defining an-
thems of the 60s through 
ever-changing styles of the 
70s, there is something for 
everyone.  

Concertgoers should 
bring lawn chairs. Picnic 
tables are available if fam-
ilies want to pack a meal. 

For more information 
about Pat and Donna sur-
face visit Patsurface.com.

Civic Club hosting 
Too Much Stuff 
Sale on Sept. 9-10

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club is 
hosting a fundraiser sale 
on Friday, Sept. 9 from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, 
Sept. 10 from 9 a.m. - 12 
noon at the Herb Lamppa 
(Tower) Civic Center.

Everything must go 
at this sale, which will in-
clude a huge variety of all 
types of items: household, 
recreational, clothing, and 
more.

The proceeds help 
fund the Civic Club’s proj-
ects in the Tower-Soudan 
area.

EMBARRASS- The Embar-
rass High School (School 70) Class 
of ‘70 was the last graduating class 
from Embarrass. They celebrated 
their 52-year reunion at the Neva-
la Homestead on Aug. 27 in Em-
barrass.  The 50th reunion was 
postponed due to the covid virus 
pandemic in 2020.  In addition to 
celebrating a class reunion, this is 
the year most of the 1970 graduat-

ing classmates also celebrated their 
70th birthdays.  Many of the class-
mates attended the Embarrass Fair 
and plan to meet the Saturday of the 
Embarrass Fair going forward.

There were 42 people that 
graduated in the class of 1970, and 
18 classmates attended the reunion.  
Several still live in Embarrass and 
others traveled from Iowa, Wiscon-
sin, Arizona, Alaska and throughout 

the state of Minnesota to attend the 
reunion.   Seven of the classmates 
had passed away: Kurt Beckman, 
Sandy Hanson, Ed Haryn, Clarence 
Kontio, John Miller, David Koski, 
and Susan Reed.  May they rest in 
peace.  These classmates are gone 
but not forgotten.

 

Tower-Soudan 
Book Club 
resumes; new 
members 
welcome

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Book Club 
will hold its first meet-
ing of this year’s season 
on Tuesday, Sept. 6 at 1 
p.m. in the basement at 
St. James Presbyterian 
Church. This will be the 
start of the 21st years of 
the book club, and many 
of the original members 
are still involved. New 
readers are always wel-
come to join for a sea-
son of good reads and 
interesting discussions. 
Meetings are held the 
first Tuesday of the 
month from September 
through May. For more 
information, call Marge 
at 218-753-3503.

Come help paint 
the train

TOWER- Volun-
teers are needed to help 
with touch-up painting 
on the Passenger Coach 
Car 81 at the Tower 
Train Depot Museum.  

Doug Workman is 
the project leader and 
can be contacted at 218-
404-3331; or contact 
Nancy Larson at 218-
750-7514.

LVCC Wine and 
Watercolor event again a 
popular fundraiser

SOUDAN- After a two-year 
COVID hiatus, the Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center (LVCC) hosted 
another Wine and Watercolor 
Event on Aug. 25 at the Vermil-
ion Park Inn.  The class sold out 
quickly and painters came from 
near and far to participate.  Local 
watercolor artist Linda Smith was 
the instructor.  She lives on Lake 
Vermilion-Tower much of the year 
but also is on the Zumbrota Arts 
Council and teaches classes there. 
Smith generously donated her 
time, talent, and the proceeds of 
the event to the LVCC. The partici-
pants painted a lovely scene of a 
dock over a lake with a sunset in 
the background.  While the subject 
is the same each painting turned 
out different, showcasing the eye 
of each artist. 

The LVCC wishes to thank 
Linda Smith, all who helped with 
the event, and those who partici-
pated in a fun evening for a good 
cause. 

The Sectionals perform to 
a full house at the LVCC

The eight-member vocal group 
from the Range area, The Section-
als, pictured at right, performed in 
concert at the Lake Vermilion Cul-
tural Center on Aug. 24. The group 
sang a selection of well-known, 
and not-so-well-known hits from 
the 50s to the present.

Embarrass Class of 1970 reunion

Pictured from left: Lyle Vandervort, Alan Heikkila, Lyle Nevala, Diane (Bruno) Barkley, Dan 
Alto, Roxanne (Hanka) Reed, Beth (Besseman) Rogge, Rosemary (Martila) Baty, Debra 
(Finni) Wiitanen, Bonnie (Sandnas) Lynch, Glenn Harju, Sharon (Letho) Kangas, Linda 
(Hietala) Gish, Mike Johnson, Robin (Schroeder) Ramquist, James Gallup, Dan Meyer, 
Dean Theel. submitted

Above: Artist Linda Smith 
presented a check for $780 to 
Elaine McGillivray, the LVCC 
host for the event. submitted

Left: Julie Horihan of Lake 
Vermilion-Tower and Jaki 
Samuelson of Des Moines, Iowa 
shared their final paintings.
 submitted

Picnic and 
music...
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Tower hosted a free com-
munity meal on Aug. 24, 
with a special guest Steve 
Solkela, who provided a 
wide variety of music with 
his “One-Man Band.”

Rain didn’t dampen the 
turnout, and the meal pro-
vided plenty of time for vis-
iting with neighbors.

The church is planning to 
host free community meals 
once each month.
photo by J. Summit



Ely Football practices amidst ongoing construction AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St. Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2022

PRAISES ALFRESCO

the air is cooling        
trees turning a bit yellow

a slight fall presence
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ELY - Local youth 
mounta in  b ikers  on 
Te a m  B O R E A L I S , 
kicked off their race  
season Aug.  27 and 
28 at the Xcel Energy 
Mountain Bike Park in  
Shakopee. The grade 

6-12 team, now in its 
second season, has 16  
riders from Ely and the 
surrounding area who prac-
tice regularly at Hidden  
Valley. The team will 
compete in five total 
races this fall including  

the all-comers state finale 
at Redhead Mountain 
Bike Park in Chisholm in 
October.

Four riders made the 
trek to the metro area to 
compete with over 1,100  
high school and middle 
school riders from around 
the state on the 3.25  
mile course. Eighth grade 
riders June Nelson and 
George Sponholz endured  
occasional rain showers 
on Saturday while com-
pleting their single lap of  
the course. Heavy rains 
Sa tu rday  n igh t  and 
Sunday morning cleared in  
time for the high school 
races on Sunday when 
Sophomore Rena Johnston  
and Freshman Aila Harding 
took to the course for their 
two lap race.

Team BOREALIS’s 
race season continues Sept. 
10-11 with another trip  
to the twin cities to race 
at Lake Rebecca Park 
Reserve in Rockford,  
followed by a race at Pine 
Valley    in   Cloquet. 
 

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an oppor-
tunity to order lunch. For 
those interested in being a 
host, or who have a speaker 
sugges t ion ,  con tac t 
Lacey Squier by email 
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at 
218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

 Sept. 6: Science 
Solutions: Understanding 
A l g a e  B l o o m s  i n 
Minnesota’s Most Pristine 
Waters with the Science 
Museum of Minnesota.

Sept. 13: Meet New 
Elyites. 

In Brief

On Aug. 25, the Ely Area Food Shelf celebrated the many volunteers that 
help runt he food shelf every month at their annual “Appreciation Dinner,” 
which was held at Gators in Ely. submitted

If you have been in 
town long enough, you 
probably already know that 
Grace Lutheran Church has 
long been known for its 
music. Equally important 
to its members is the pride 
it voices in support for its 
most dedicated of volun-
teers - the quilters.

Combine those two 
pluses with a Sunday 
morning service under the 
log pavilion at Whiteside 
Park, and it became a guar-
anteed feel-good moment 
for all who attended.

Each year,  Grace 
Lutheran acknowledges a 
group of its congregation 
for their longevity, self-
lessness, and dedication to 
making the church, Ely, or 
the world a better place. 
This year, that honor fell 
to our quilters, a group 
of dedicated ladies who 
donated over 90 quilts to 

Lutheran World Relief and 
others, and have provided 
an estimated 600 quilts to 
various individuals and 
groups over the the last 
eight years. Some of the 
members have quietly 
gone about their business 
for 45 years. Grace takes a 
spiritual inspiration from 
their lead.

Providing the back-
drop to last Sunday’s service 
was the Twin-cities based 
musicians: Cornerstone. 
Led by summer resident 
Mike Frazier, the group 
provided a meaningful 
musical punctuation to the 
preaching of Pastor Sue 
Smith, filling in for Grace 
Pastor Eric Thiele.

There is something 
magical about outdoor 
worship, and last Sunday, 
it all came together in our 
very own community.

Grace Lutheran holds outdoor worship at Whiteside

Top left: Pastor Sue Smith delivers the 
day’s message.

Above from left to right: Quilters Gail 
Nichols, Marge Haugen, Shirley Ronn, 
Jeanne Hinds, Sally Carlson, Diane Moren, 
Corinne Beals, and Shirley Parrish were 
honored for their dedication at Sunday’s 
service.

On left : Saxophonist and summer 
resident Mike Frazier. submitted photos

ELY - The ongoing 
construction has also 
made it difficult for the 
football team, under the 
direction of second-year 
head coach Louie Gerzin. 
Part of the Wolves’ prac-
tice field is not usable 
because of the construc-
tion, and there’s currently 
no access to the stadium. 
Players and coaches are 
getting to the field on the 
arena side of the school 
campus as they begin to 
get ready for the upcom-
ing scrimmage as well as 
the season-opener with 
Cromwell.

Silver Bay dropped 
its football program so 

the Timberwolves have 
an off week for what was 
supposed to be their season 
opener on Sept. 2.

AD Tom Coombe said 
the only team he could find 
to fill the scheduling hole 
was in Marshfield, Wis., a 
school with 10 times the 
enrollment of Ely

Presuming the field is 
available, the game will take 
place on Friday, Sept. 9, at 2 
p.m. at Ely School Stadium. 
The rare Friday after-
noon tilt is scheduled to 
ensure that officials are 
available for the game. 
About 25 players in grades 
9-12 took part in work-
outs this week, including 
several from neighboring 
Northeast Range in Babbitt. 
The two schools are in the 

second year of a coopera-
tive agreement for football. 
Ely will play a 9-man 
schedule during the regular 
season, but the Wolves are 
classified as an 11-man 
team because of school 
enrollment and must play 
in the 11-man, Section 
7A tournament during the 
postseason. Ely posted a 
1-7 record last year.

All-district player 
Erron Anderson returns 
for his senior year. Last 
year he rushed for about 
500 yards and 50 yards 
receiving. On defense he 
tallied 35 tackles, including 
four sacks.

Jason Kerntz returns as 
a junior following all-dis-
trict honors in his sopho-
more year.

Team BOREALIS kicked off 2022 season Aug. 27 & 28 in Shakopee
Name          Category      Place Time 
June Nelson            8th grade girls           25        17:08 
George Sponholz    8th grade boys(D2)    26        14:41 
Aila Harding            Freshmen girls            27         40:30 
Rena Johnston          JV2 girls                         31          34:11

Left: George Sponholz competes in 8th grade boys D2 category.
Above: Aila Harding tears up the track for a top 30 finish.  submitted photos

PEDALING POWERHOUSES

FINALLY FOOTBALL

Ely quarterback Gunnar Hart looks for his man 
downfield. photo by K. Vandervort

Ely Public Library upcoming events
Preschool Storytime – Friday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. – for young children. Join Tricia or 
Jessie for fun-themed stories, songs, and activi-
ties that center on books. Kids will learn a little 
American Sign Language as well.
Take and Do Kits – limited availability (quan-
tities per patron may be restricted, ask at the 
desk): September – Leaf Wreath – sponsored by 
Friends of the Library; October – Fire-Breathing 
Dragons – sponsored by Friends of the Library; 
November – Napkin Rings; December – Puzzle 
Piece Ornament Frame
Individual Programs
Monday, Sept. 5 – Library closed for Labor 
Day
Thursday, Sept. 8 at 2 p.m. – Movie Showing: 
The Time Traveler’s Wife – for adults – at the 
library. This movie showing links to the Friends 
of the Library Book Group who will be discuss-
ing the movie versus the book as part of their 
September discussion.  You do not need to be 
a member of the Friends (or plan to discuss the 
book) to attend.  This program is sponsored by 
Friends of the Library.

MANY THANKS

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor



Cook book club to 
meet on Sept. 13

COOK- The Cook 
Area Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 1 
p.m. in the Cook Com-
munity Center to discuss 
“Frances Anne Hopkins: 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
Wife, Voyageurs’ Art-
ist” by MaryEllen Weller-
Smith. 

This biography adds 
to the understanding of 
the era that formed the 
states, provinces, and an 
international boundary in 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
hunting lands. It expands 
our knowledge of early 
North American women 
artists, as well as the influ-
ence of British art on early 
Canadian artists. The au-
thor achieves this through 
the biography of a British 
woman artist who painted 
voyageur canoe travel.

 The book is for sale 
at the Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts Gallery.

Next month’s book 
will be “A Partial History 
of Lost Causes” by Jenni-
fer Dubois.

Cook church will 
worship at Little 
Fork Church

COOK- Trinity Lu-
theran Church of Cook 
will leave its familiar 
sanctuary on Sunday, 
Sept. 11 to worship at the 
Little Fork Church on the 
corner of Wein and Sam-
uelson Roads in Field 
Township.

The congregation is 
gathering to worship at 
this picturesque Norwe-
gian Lutheran church to 
remember its importance 
in building and nurturing 

the faith of our pioneers, 
as well as confessing their 
belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.

The service will be at 
9:30 a.m. There is a hand-
icapped accessible ramp 
in the back of the church. 
Coffee, treats and fellow-
ship will be enjoyed after 
the service.

In case of rain, wor-
ship will be held at the 
church in Cook.

All friends, family, 
and neighbors of Trinity 
Lutheran and the Little 
Fork Church are welcome 
to attend. Please call the 
church office at 218-666-
5965 for additional infor-
mation.

Trio of artists on 
tap for September 
NWFA exhibits

COOK- The works of 
artists Brenna Kohlhase, 
Lauren Nelson and Ster-
ling Rouleau will be on 
display in a special Sep-
tember showing at North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery in Cook, begin-
ning Wednesday, Sept. 7 
and running through Fri-
day, Sept. 30.

Nelson, an NWFA 
board member, will pres-
ent “ Photographs - Relics 
of The Past”. The exhibit 
is comprised of selections 
of pictures, photos and 
memories, including dig-
ital prints and prints from 
old 35mm slide/film me-
dia from years past. Nel-
son has been an avid work-
ing board member and has 
not exhibited since 2016 
when he presented “Crui-
sin the Range,” a photo 
exhibition of classic cars 
on Virginia’s main street.

“Bold Strokes.... My 
Love of Unpredictable 
Color “ will feature the 
work of Brenna Kohl-
hase, who teaches classes 
at NWFA. Kohlhase is an 
outstanding watercolorist 
who has been trying her 
hand and heart at using 
acrylic paint.  Here is her 
description:

“I am finding it so 
much fun to swatch 
out color strings, brush 
opaque broad strokes and 
create textural marks,” 
Kohlhase said.

She has an upcoming 
class on Sept. 17, “Make 
A Field Sketch Book.” 

First time exhibi-
ter Sterling Rouleau will 
present “Pen and Pencil 
Drawings:  Digital Ink 
Jet Prints.” A 17 year old 
Eden Prairie High School 
student who has had an in-
terest in art from an early 
age, Rouleau will exhibit 
12 of his unusual pen/pen-

cil drawings in the form of 
10.5 x 13.5 digital ink jet 
prints mounted on wood.

NWFA Gallery hours 
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays and 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. on Saturdays. The 
gallery is located at 210 S 
River St.

More information 
about current and up-
coming NWFA activities 
is available at www.nw-
famn.org, on Facebook, 
by emailing nwfamn.
org@gmail.com, or by 
calling 218-780-7130.

Upcoming art 
classes scheduled 
at NWFA gallery

COOK- The North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
in Cook has five upcom-
ing classes and open cre-
ative hours for novice and 
experienced artists to ex-
plore and expaned their 

creativity. The offerings 
include:

“Paint Blueber-
ries” Monday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—
experienced watercolor 
artist Diane Levar will 
demonstrate how to paint 
life-like blueberries. 

“Open Art” Mon-
day, Sept. 12th from 6 to 8 
p.m. Jody Feist will facil-
itate open art time every 
Monday at the NWFA. 
Participants will bring 
their own supplies and 
tools and art projects to 
work with and share ideas 
with other artists. No reg-
istration required.

“Make A Field 
Sketch Book” Saturday, 
Sept. 17 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., led by watercolorist 
Brenna Kohlhase.

“Jewelry Fun” 
Thursday Sept. 22 from 
1-4:00 p.m. with Ely artist 
Cecilia Rolando teaching 
beautiful and fun beading.

 “Watercolor Work-
shop” Thurs & Fri. Sept. 
29 & 30, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day.  “Playing With 
Value, Texture and  De-
sign.” Another return en-
gagement with Mary Beth 
Downs.

“Nature Writing: 
Autumn in the 
North.” Saturday, October 
1, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. with author, Dy Anne 
Korda.

To register for a class 
do so by calling Alberta at 
218-666-2153 or by email 
to  NWFAMN.ORG@
GMAIL.COM. The gal-
lery is located at 210 S 
River St. 

MEMORIES AT THE FARM
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Area St. Louis County Solid Waste 
and Recycling Facility site hours 

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th 

St. Louis County  
Environmental Services 

Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788

Office hours 8-4:30 Mon. thru Fri. 
stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittiieess  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

AAsshh  RRiivveerr  TTrraaiill  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
11391 Ash River Trail 

Summer Hours 
Wed: 1pm—4pm 

Sat: 2:30pm—5:30pm 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

KKaabbeettooggaammaa  LLaakkee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
10150 Gamma Rd 
Summer Hours 

Mon. & Wed: 9am—noon 
Sat: 10:30am—1:30pm 

OOrrrr  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
4038 Hwy 53 

Summer Hours 
Tue: 9am—1pm, Thu: 2pm—7pm 

Sat: 8am—noon, Sun: 10am—2pm 

PPoorrttaaggee  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Summer Hours 
Tue: 2pm-6pm; Thu: 10am-1pm, 
Sat: 1pm-5pm; Sun: 3pm—6pm 

SSttuurrggeeoonn  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
8380 Hwy 73 

Hours 
Sun: 8am—noon 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77 

Summer Hours 
Tue:1—6pm, Thu: 8am—1pm  

Sat: 8am—5pm, Sun: noon—6pm 

A 
Tradition
of Trust
•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

COMMUNITY EVENTS

COOK- With about 
$37,000 in hand or com-
mitted but still well short 
of their $50,000 goal, 
Friends of the Parks rep-
resentatives were at the 
Cook City Council meet-
ing last week to ask for 
some extra help with their 
proposed paving project 
for the lot at Veterans Riv-
erfront Park.

The initial cost esti-
mate for renovating the 
space along the Littlefork 
River that’s become the 
jewel of North River St. 
didn’t include paving for 
the parking lot. Instead, 
the Friends of the Park 
had numerous loads of 
gravel brought in, but be-
fore long rain and heavy 
vehicle traffic to and from 
the Canadian Northern 

yard revealed the futility 
of that type of fix. Ruts 
and puddles appeared that 
presented a hurdle for 
people with disabilities to 
easily access the park.

Friends representative 
Jeannie Taylor said that 
they met with KGM Con-
struction and city main-
tenance supervisor Don 
Flack last spring to look 
at possible layouts for the 
proposed paving project 
and determined the esti-
mated cost to be $50,000.

Fundraising began in 
earnest at that time, and 
a combination of request 
letters, a GoFundMe page, 
a raffle, and other activi-
ties have brought in about 
$12,000 in donations and 
pledges, Friends repre-
sentative Val Annen ex-
plained.

The biggest boost in 
funding came in early Au-

gust when the St. Louis 
County Board of Com-
missioners voted to ap-
prove $25,000 toward the 
project.

But that leaves the 
Friends $13,000 short 
of the needed funds, and 
Taylor indicated a need to 
move quickly on the proj-
ect, as the county funds 
had to be spent by the end 
of December.

Subsequent to the 
meeting, the Timberjay 
contacted officials for 
clarification on the time 
requirement for spending 
the money. Deputy ad-
ministrator Brian Fritsing-
er said that the funds don’t 
have a specific date set 
by the U.S. Treasurer for 
being spent. The final con-
tract with the city, which 
will serve as the fiscal 
agent for the funds, will 
likely include such a date, 

which has yet to be de-
termined. Fritsinger’s re-
sponse could provide both 
the city and Friends of the 
Park with additional flex-
ibility, although clearly 
the expressed preference 
at the meeting would be 
to finish the paving before 
weather brings a close to 
the construction season.

Taylor noted that the 
Friends have applied for 
other grants, but none of 
the applications will be 
considered and acted upon 
within the desired time 
frame.

After lengthy discus-
sion about various aspects 
of the park and consider-
ation of alternative fund-
raising issues, councilors 
unanimously approved 
allocation funds not to ex-
ceed $7,000 for the proj-
ect. If the final bill comes 
in lower than the estimate, 

the city will pay 50 per-
cent of the cost.

In other business, the 
council:

Appointed attorney 
Joel Lewicki of the Colo-
simo, Patchin and Kear-
ney law firm as the city’s 
new attorney. Former city 
attorney Lara Whiteside 
of Vermilion Law has ac-
cepted a new position that 
did not allow her to con-
tinue, Martinson said.

Heard that timeline 
for considering a new 
blight ordinance would be 
modified to give Lewic-
ki a chance to review the 
proposed draft and pro-
vide feedback.

Granted a gam-
bling permit to the Cook 
Friends of the Library for 
an upcoming fundraising 
event.

Discussed the prog-
ress on the construction 

of the Paul Bunyan Com-
munications high-speed 
broadband project. Coun-
cil members unanimous-
ly supported promoting 
people to subscribe to the 
service now while con-
struction crews are still 
here working. The system 
is expected to become 
operational later this fall 
or winter, and those who 
don’t sign up before crews 
leave town won’t be able 
to get connected until next 
summer.

Approved a revi-
sion requested by Lenci 
Enterprises for costs as-
sociated with the snow 
removal equipment build-
ing at the airport. Supply 
chain issues inflated the 
original cost by $6,142, 
but councilors approved 
a compromise agreement 
of $4,913, a 20-percent 
reduction.

COOK CITY COUNCIL

Council will assist with funding for paving lot at park
Broadband installation progress reviewed, sign-ups urged now
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Cook's Country Connection 
hosted its second annual event 
to raise money for Alzheimer's 
support last Friday, with a bigger 
crowd and more activities.

Left: The Beefeater Brothers 
Trio plus one provided musical 
entertainment for the evening.

Above: As always, the animals 
were the main attraction, 
although the same might be said  
of humans.  photos by D. Colburn

CHAMBER CONCERT

The 20th edition of the 
Northern Lights Chamber 
Music Institute brought about 
35 students and faculty to 
Camp Vermilion from Aug. 12 
to Aug. 21 for ten fun-filled 
days of music making and 
outdoor activities.
One of the culminating events 
of the camp was a concert 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Cook on Aug. 19.
 photos by D. Colburn
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Charlemagne’s
Attic Sale

September 9 & 10
10 am-3 pm

Antiques, uniques, vintage,
collectibles, cabin and fun items 

At the Historic Fire Hall
504 Main Street – Tower, MN

The Attic Sale supports 
Tower’s Historic Fire Hall 

restoration project.

210 S River St., Cook MN 55723
Open: Wed-Fri: 10 AM-4 PM, Sat: 9 AM-1 PM

nwfamn.org@gmail.com   •   www.nwfamn.org

carvings, paintings, pottery, 
fiber arts/crafts, cards, calendars, 

small gift items for sale and on display

ART
GALLERY

ARTART
GALLERYGALLERY

• ART CLASSES •
7632 Cty Rd 424, Crane Lake, MN 55725

www.nelsonsresort.com

Call 218-993-2295
for RESERVATIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
6:30 AM - 9 PM

Serving  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 
(Dinner ends at 9 pm) 

• Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room. 
• Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and 

vegetables fresh from our own garden. 
• Breads and desserts are baked daily.

FABULOUS FLATHEADS July 15, 16 & August 19, 20
LIVE PIANO with STEVE JOHNSON other weekends. 

(Summer music ends after August 20)

        
 
 

 
 

………Above, feathers 
whoosh and 

sift wind. I hear ravens 
descending 

and dancing, claws 
jumping and 

beaks rummaging 
crumbled leaves. 

Their cries anoint me as 
messenger. 

And now you must 
accept their thanks. 

Dyanne Korda 

pics, pottery, 
         poetry & prose 

AN EXHIBIT BY LOCAL ARTISTS 
SEPTEMBER 9 – 11, 2022 
Doors open daily from 12 - 6 PM, free admission 

Opening Reception, September 8, 5-7 PM with light refreshments 
 

            photographers• potters• poets• & writers•  
 

 
                 

5 each: 

Local Artists’ SHOW & SALE at the Miners Dry 

 

Miner’s Dry, 105 Miners Lake Landing Rd, Ely 
 

Sponsored by: 

THE
GIGAZONE ®
IS COMING TO THE 
CITY OF COOK!
• INTERNET SPEEDS UP TO 10 GIG
• SIGN UP NOW TO GET CONNECTED  

BEFORE CONSTRUCTION ENDS

Service availability depends upon location. Some restrictions may apply.
This institution is an equal opportunity employer.

510 SE 21ST ST. - GRAND RAPIDS
218.999.1234 / 888.586.3100
PAULBUNYAN.NET

FIBER OPTIC
FAST INTERNET

LOCAL AND LONG
DISTANCE SERVICES

WORLD’S MOST
POWERFUL WIFI

EMBARRASS- Team Pen-
ning and Ranch Sorting was held 
at the Embarrass Horse Arena on 
Aug. 19-21. The weather cooper-
ated even though the calves were 
a bit ornery (lots of runs with no 
calves recorded). The event was 
originally part of the Embarrass 
Fair weekend, but has been moved 
to the weekend prior and turned 
into a three-day event because of 
the high interest, and while most 
teams were composed of local 
riders, some teams traveled from 
across the state to participate in 
the event. 

Friday competition featured 
59 teams (entrants could partici-
pate in multiple teams). Each rider 
on the three person/horse team 
pays $10 per ride.

First: Amy Carlson, Martin 
Schwartz, June Burrows. Time of 
42.36, prize of buckles and $426.

Second: Tracy Marshall, June 
Burrows, Amy Carlson. Time of 
55.16, prize of $372.

Third: Brooke Woitalla, Tyme 
Woitalla, Taya Woitalla. Time of 
58.1, prize of $267.

Saturday had 93 teams com-
peting.

First: Danny Anderson, Paul 
Knuti, Matt Schultz. Time of 
50.31, prize of buckles and $670.

Second: Donna Schwartz, 
Pam Frazee, Brooke Woitalla. 
Time of 55.38, prize of $586.

Third: Danny Anderson, Jeff 
Thurlow, Dianna Thurlow. Prize 
of $420.

Winner of the Friday/Saturday 
fastest combined runs, $300 dona-
tion by North Shore Mining Co.: 
Danny Anderson, Paul Knuti, Matt 
Schultz, with a time of 50.31.

Ranch Sorting
Ranch Sorting was held on 

Sunday with 82 teams competing.
First: Heather Anderson and 

Jessica Renner with 14 cows at 
156.96. Prize of buckles and $788.

Second: Cassie Hainey and 
June Burrows with 14 cows at 
162.62. Prize of $688.

Third: Bridger Shultz and 
Martin Schwartz with 13 cows at 
99.24. Prize of $492.

Above left: Pam Frazee works on 
rounding up the calves.
Top right: The calves make a run for it.
Above: A horse patiently waits for its time 
in the arena.
Left: Steph Rose moves calves towards 
the pen.
Below: Donna Schwartz makes a quick 
turn.

photos by J. Summit

Call 
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!
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Annual classic boat show set for Sunday

Cars were part of July 30 derailment north of Cook

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers
OPEN:  Monday- Saturday 8:30-5:30;  Sunday 9-4

(218) 753-4190 • 6143 Pike Bay Dr, Tower • E-mail: aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

25% Off  All 25% Off  All 
clothing & gifts clothing & gifts 

 •  • SALE • SALE •   
STARTS STARTS SEPTEMBER 1SEPTEMBER 1

L A K E  V E R M I L I O N - 
Vintage boat lovers will have the 
opportunity to indulge their inter-
ests to the extreme this weekend 
with the return of the 30th Annual 
Antique and Classic Boat Show 
on Sunday, Sept. 4 from noon 
to 4 p.m. at The Landing on the 
Cook end of Lake Vermilion, at 
3096 Vermilion Drive.

The long-running show tra-
ditionally attracts a wide variety 
of boats, from antique wooden 
ones from the 1920s to some of 
the classic and unique fiberglass 
models popular in the 1950s and 
60s. Dozens of boats, mostly 
wooden ones, turned out for the 
event in 2019. Past shows have 
featured watercraft dating back 
to the 1800s.

Seeing the boats is a defi-
nite treat but learning the stories 
behind them from their owners 

is even more so. Show attendees 
will want to allow plenty of time 
for conversations as they wander 
down the rows of watercraft. One 
of those chats may even lead a 
spectator to taking up the vintage 
hobby themselves.

Vermilion Lake Association 
and the Lake Vermilion Fire 
Brigade are the honorary show 
sponsors this year and will add 
their own unique touches.

The lake association, dedi-
cated to the preservation and pro-
tection of Lake Vermilion, will 
display information about their 
achievements and future plans. 
Their work with invasive aquatic 
species will also be featured.

The Lake Vermilion Fire 
Brigade will add a modern touch 
to the festivities with several of 
their rescue boats displayed and 
available for tours. A highlight 

of Sunday’s show will be a full 
demonstration of the fire boat’s 
fire-fighting capabilities.

Originally staged at the old 
Bayview Resort, the show’s 

current host, The Landing, will 
have burgers, beverages, and 
more to satisfy hungry attendees.

The public will have the 
chance to vote for their favorite 

boat, and awards will be at 4 pm.
This event is free and open to 

the public. For more information 
call 612-790-5974 or email lakev-
ermilionboatshow@aol.com.

Crowds gather to check out the antique and classic boats at The Landing during the 2019 
boat show. file photo

PUBLIC SAFETY

CN: derailed tank car work posed no danger to public

COOK- When 14 cars of a 
123-car Canadian Northern freight 
train derailed about seven miles 
north of Cook on Saturday, July 30, 
the outcome was as good as could 
be expected. No one was injured, 
and there were no leaks or spills of 
any hazardous materials. CN train 
traffic was back up and running by 
the following Monday.

Many of the damaged cars 
were brought to CN’s Cook loca-

tion, and two tank cars remain 
along the east side of N. River St., a 
black one with a capacity of 33,780 
gallons and a smaller white one 
capable of holding 13,830 gallons. 
The tanks themselves are intact, 
but the undercarriages and external 
structures are heavily damaged or 
missing altogether. Some residents 
have questioned whether the work 
necessary to deal with the contents 
of the tank cars and to prepare them 
for disposal might itself pose a 
potential hazard.

Not to worry, said an uniden-
tified company spokesperson on 
Tuesday in response to a request 
by the Timberjay for additional 
information.

“Once at the CN facility, the 
residual product in the cars was 
safely removed and properly dis-
posed of by qualified experts,” the 
spokeperson said in an email. “CN 
continuously monitored all work 
being performed including testing 
air quality. There is no danger for 
public safety.”

However, there may be a 
benefit for future public safety in 
the event of a hazardous materials 
spill. CN said that they are currently 
evaluating options to donate the two 
tank cars for use at first responder 
training schools. The company did 
not provide a date that the tank cars 
will be removed from the Cook site. 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Left: Emptied tank cars have 
been sitting idle in Cook since a 
derailment earlier this summer. 
photo by D. Colburn

SOUDAN – The 
Breitung Town Board 
voted to go on record in 
support of the Tower Area 
Ambulance request for a 
bump in ambulance subsidy 
funding for 2023 to help pay 
for the purchase of a third 
ambulance. 

At their Aug. 25 
meeting, Supervisor Chuck 
Tekautz reported on the 
previous night’s meeting of 
the ambulance commission 
regarding the combined 
efforts by Breitung, the Bois 
Forte Band, Greenwood, 
Vermilion Lake, Eagles 
Nest, Kugler, and the City 
of Tower to replace one of 
the current ambulances, 
which is now ten years old. 

 “The ambulance direc-
tor got three quotes on new 

ambulances,” Tekatuz said. 
“We’re going to need a 
replacement.” 

Breitung Township 
currently contributes 
$8,700 in its per capita 
annual subsidy towards 
the ambulance. Tekautz 
explained the ambulance 
service, which has been 
struggling financially, 
does not want to have to 
incur debt for this pur-
chase. Tekautz said they 
are asking all the member 
boards if they’ll go along 
with the normal levy this 
year and double the levy 
next year. For Breitung, that 
would mean an increase to 
about $18,000 next year.

“That would give us 
a new ambulance free and 
clear, if all the townships 
participate,” said Tekautz.

Greenwood Township 
didn’t send a representative 

to the previous night’s 
meeting, Tekautz said, 
noting that Greenwood has 
a consulting bill of $55,000 
for its own ambulance 
study.

“That’s the second 
meeting they haven’t been 
at,” Tekautz said.

Tekautz asked that 
the Breitung Board “set 
an example” by going on 
record that they approve 
going forward with the 
levy required to fund a new 
ambulance.

“We’ll need participa-
tion from all of the town-
ships to make this work,” 
Tekautz reiterated. 

Breitung Police Chief 
Dan Reing’s monthly report 
detailed a busy July.

“We had 64 calls. One 
of our more exciting calls 
was somebody put a smoke 
bomb near one of the porta 

potties. Otherwise, (the 
month was) pretty good, 
pretty subdued. We visited 
the campgrounds a lot, and 
they’ve made comments 
that they like to see us there. 
Nothing too major, just very 
steady. It kept us hopping.”

“August has started 
out really fast too,” Reing 
added.

Reing also reported 
that the AEDs have arrived, 
bringing the total on hand 
to five, with one in the 
office. Reing said he hopes 
to put an AED unit in 

McKinley Park, but it’s late 
in the year and the batteries 
require temperatures that 
are neither too high or too 
low in order to last. 

In other business the 
board: 

Discussed a possible 
collaborative effort with 
Stuntz Bay Association to 
secure grant funding for the 
Stuntz Bay (dock) project.

Examined and dis-
cussed maps for possible 
ATV routes on township 
land.

Scheduled Big Truck 

Night for Sept. 27 starting 
at 3:30 p.m.

 Voted to accept 
a donation from Barb 
Burgess, who contributed 
her time as an election 
judge.

 Approved a new 
youth employee per main-
tenance supervisor Tom 
Gorsma’s recommenda-
tion.

The next meeting of 
the board will be Thursday, 
Sept. 22 at noon.

Board backs extra contribution for new ambulance
by RACHEL  BROPHY
Staff Writer

REGIONAL—The  Mesab i 
Community Band has announced its 
2022-23 season.  

The band, made up of musicians 
from across the Iron Range, will begin 
rehearsals on Sept. 8, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Eveleth City Auditorium.  

The band is in its 48th year and 
is under the direction of Larry Baker 
and Bill Lavato.  The band invites area 
musicians, young and mature, to dust off 

their instruments and join to experience 
the love of music.  

At the past spring concert, in April, 
the band, through the generosity of its 
audience was able to collect over $3,000 
to send to the American School in 
Warsaw, Poland, for Ukrainian refugee 
relief. The band recognizes the city of 
Eveleth for the use of the auditorium.  
For more information contact Holly 
218-780-0980.

Mesabi Community Band announces new season

READ the Timberjay
The region’s most award-winning weekly newspaper
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VANDERVORT...Continued from page 1
was an outstanding pho-
tographer and designed 
the Timberjay’s front page 
every week since his hiring, 
regularly helping the paper 
win awards for typography 
and design. He was set to 
mark his tenth full year as 
Ely editor of the Timberjay 

in just two weeks. 
Vandervort was well-

known for his sense of 
humor, especially his quick 
wit,  and he was popular 
with those he covered as 
well as his co-workers. 
He was seemingly always 
ready with an atrocious 

pun, regularly breaking the 
tension of deadline day with 
a groaner or two. 

Vandervort grew up 
and worked for most of his 
career in Wisconsin and 
bled green and gold like 
most of his fellow cheeseh-
eads. He was raised in Fond 

du Lac and spent much 
of his career working for 
Gannett papers in northern 
Wisconsin and Michigan, 
mostly as a photographer 
and page designer. He and 
his wife Kay had previ-
ously visited Ely and were 
interested in making it 

their permanent residence, 
so when the Timberjay’s 
editor job opened up in 
2012, Vandervort jumped 
at the opportunity. 

“He was a great 
addition to our team,” 
said Timberjay Publisher 
Marshall Helmberger. He 

fit in well, worked incred-
ibly hard and was, without 
a doubt, one of the most 
reliable employees we’ve 
ever had. His untimely 
death is a huge loss for his 
family and friends, as well 
as the newspaper.”

accepted into the program. 
While it’s based in St. 

Cloud, the course operates 
online and it has already 
connected hundreds of rural 
residents in Minnesota, 
including many in north-
eastern Minnesota, with the 
expertise and enthusiasm 
offered by Nick Tietz, the 
founder and CEO of the 
academy. 

The academy is also 
partnered with several north-
eastern Minnesota econom-
ic development groups, 
like the Entrepreneur Fund 
and the Small Business 
Development Center, under 
the banner of Innovate 
218, which is focused on 
building entrepreneurial 
know-how in the region. 

The academy’s pro-
grams are funded through 
Launch Minnesota, a grant 
program affiliated with the 
Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development. Tietz started 
the program two years ago 
and he’s already trained 
over 300 prospective inven-
tors, business owners, or 
community activists in 
how to turn their dreams 
into reality. 

The fall “semester” 
starts Sept. 12, and the 
weekly course, offered 
either on Monday or 
Wednesday, is officially 
scheduled for 6-10 p.m., 
but often keeps rolling 
right up to midnight on 
occasion. Participants in 
Tietz’s courses say he gets 
enthusiastic when he starts 
working with his students 
and the classes often spill 
into overtime. 

Tietz says it’s all about 
giving his students the tools 
they need to advance their 
ideas, grow their business, 
or just help their communi-
ty. “We want to move the 
needle for anyone with an 
idea,” he said. Tietz said 
participants don’t need to 
have any particular skill, 
just a desire to do something 
meaningful. His job is to 
take his students, step-by-
step in order to better refine 
and be able to describe their 
idea, product, or business, 
learn how to leverage 
technology to advance their 
objectives, and develop 
a better understanding of 
what’s involved in a busi-
ness start-up.

“All the students will 
come away with a one-page 
business plan to help vali-
date their idea,” said Tietz. 
It’s essentially a summary 
blueprint for their business 
or other idea, which they 
can use as they seek the 
funding or other assistance 
they might need to launch 
their venture. They’ll also 
come away with a fine-
ly-honed 30-second pitch 
that describes their plan. 

The training the plan 
offers would typically cost 
about $2,400, but it costs 
nothing for those selected 
for the program. There’s 
a basic online application 
process, which may be 
followed by a short phone 
interview with follow-up 
questions. 

Some of Tietz’s recent 
students have high praise 
for his efforts. Victoria 
Ranua, of Tower, who is 
working toward the launch 
of her nature-based product 
line, was part of last fall’s 
initial cohort and she fol-
lowed up over the winter 
with Tietz’s advanced 
cohort. She said Tietz was 
able to take a seemingly 
insurmountable amount 
of information and make 
sense of it. “There are tons 

of books out there about 
business, and you could try 
wading through all those, 
but Nick just presents this 
stuff in an understandable 
format that just unpacks 
it all.”

“He really helped 
us define what we were 
doing,” said Becky Dean, 
who took the course with 
her husband Tom. The 
Eveleth couple is launch-
ing a new business, Up 
North Adventure Vans, 
renting fully-equipped 
luxury conversion vans, 
using top-quality products 
all made in the U.S. Dean 
said their rentals, which are 
conversions of Ford Transit 
vans, are designed to allow 
folks to explore and camp in 
remote areas, while doing 
so in comfort. The vans 
include a fully-stocked 
kitchen, a queen-sized bed, 
and even an indoor shower. 
They come with heaters so 
they’re comfortable year-
round, even in northern 
Minnesota.

According to Dean, 
Tietz gave her and her 
husband the tools to quickly 
and effectively describe 
their business to potential 
funders, whether it’s a 
venture capital group or a 
banker. “He really helped 
us develop the plan and the 
pitch,” she added. 

Ranua said, more than 
anything, the course helped 
her refine her focus and do 
the kind of market research, 

including potential custom-
er interviews, that should 
help her avoid some start-
up pitfalls. “You’re able 
to better conserve your 
limited resources because 
you really know what your 
customer wants,” she said. 
As a result of her research 
and training the course 
provided, Ranua said she’s 
made a major change in 
her initial business plan 
that should help to signifi-
cantly reduce her initial 
investment. 

Overall, Ranua said 
Tietz’s program helped to 
build her confidence as she 
moves forward with her 
own business. “He really 
makes you back up what 
you might already think 
by following up with the 
research,” she said. 

Like any meaning-
ful effort, there’s work 
involved for those who take 
the course. “It’s intensive 
said Dean. “You need to 
make a commitment to it.”
Interested in 
taking part? 

If you think you’re a 
candidate for this inno-
vative training, check out 
Tietz’s website at iltacad-
emy.io. Click on “Startup 
Programs” and then on 
“Explore Programs.” 

ACADEMY...Continued from page 1
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SCALE

Ely Public Schools is excited to open 
our new building with a new secure en-
trance for our students and visitors.  All 
students and visitors will be expected to 
enter the school using the new secure en-
trance.  The new entrance will be staffed 
every morning to greet students as they 
enter the school.  All visitors must check 
in to either the Elementary Office, Middle/
High School Office, or District Office and 
sign in on a Visitor’s Log and will be re-
quired to wear a Visitor Badge.

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL
Riding the School Bus:  The school 

buses will drop off students at the desig-
nated Bus Loop (see map) at 7:45 am and 
the students will be expected to enter the 
building using the new secure entrance.  
All other doors will be locked.  Students 
are then to report to the cafeteria for 
breakfast or their assigned locker.

Parent Drop Off:  Students that are 
dropped off will be dropped off in the 
Parent Drop Off Loop (see map) located in 

front of the school campus.  Students will 
be expected to enter the building using 
the new secure entrance.  All other doors 
will be locked.  Students are then to report 
to the cafeteria for breakfast or their as-
signed locker.

Student Drivers:  Students that drive 
to school will be expected to park in the 
Student Parking Lot (see map) on the east 
side of campus.  Students will be expected 
to enter the building using the new secure 
entrance.  All other doors will be locked.  
Students are then to report to the cafete-
ria for breakfast or their assigned locker. 

DEPARTING FROM SCHOOL
Riding the School Bus:  Buses will be 

in the Bus Loop (see map) at the end of 
the school day.  Elementary students that 
ride the bus will exit the building using the 
Washington North Door closest to the Bus 
Loop.  Memorial students that ride the bus 
will exit the building using the Memorial 
North Doors closest to the Bus Loop.

Parent Pick Up:  Students that walk 

home or are picked up by their parents 
will exit the new main doors.  Parents will 
enter the Parent Pick Up Loop (see map) at 
the end of the school day to pick up their 
child(ren) or parents can park in the Visi-
tor Parking Lot on the east side of campus 
(see map).  There are 15-minute parking 
spots in the Parent Loop.  Parents will be 
expected to stand in the plaza to pick up 
their child(ren) and then walk to their car 
with their child with them. 

The new entrance was developed by a 
contracted civil engineer and reviewed by 
local fire and police departments, the city 
of Ely, and the school administration.  

Subject to change:  New procedures 
often bring confusion and frustration.  
Please be patient as we work through the 
new procedures of our new building and 
new secure front entrance.  Contact your 
child’s building principal for specific ques-
tions.  

New Building Secure Entrance

 

Join our TEAM!   
 

Nursing Assistant—Classes and 
Training Offered—FREE 

 
                                   Cook Care Center partners with  
                                      Leading Age Minnesota and  
                                         the State of Minnesota to  
                                           offer online Nursing Assistant  
                                             training at NO charge.   
  
                                             Complete the online training 
    in a matter of weeks from the 
           comfort of your own home.   
        Skills lab and clinicals are  
   completed at the Cook Care Center. 
    
 Paid on the floor training while completing the 
course. Full or Part Time position required at Cook 

Hospital & Care Center. 
   

Application deadline: September 9, 2022 
Orientation Class: September 13, 2022 -10:00am at the 

Cook Hospital & Care Center 
Apply online: www.cookhospital.org or email 

jlesemann@cookhospital.org 
 

Wages starting at $17.36 hour  
$1500.00 Sign on Bonus  
Every other weekend off 

 
 

For questions, contact: 
Julie Lesemann (218)666-6210 
COO/Assistant Administrator 
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M-Sat 11 AM-Close, Sun Noon-10 PM
17 E Sheridan St. Ely • 365-3896 

Quality Outdoor Apparel
Handmade in MN

Enjoy the festival!
WintergreenNorthernWear.com

Open Daily
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Come See 
the Newest
Members 

of the Pack

1396 Highway 169, Ely 55731 • 218-365-4695

Kelly Godfrey

Joe’s
Marine & 

Repair
Serving the Ely area for

over 48 years!
25 W Chapman St.

365-6264

Mike’s
Liquor 

365-5087 • Hours: M-Sat 8-10
401 E Sheridan St., Ely

We Welcome
Everyone to 

Harvest Moon 
Festival!

2030 E Sheridan St.
Ely,  MN  55731
218-365-3149

END OF SUMMER SALE
15-35% OFF
Clothing, Footwear, Used Gear 

& More

Fall Plants & Planters
are here!

Including Asters & Mums
SALE on Lawn Decor
During Harvest Moon Only
145 W Chapman St, Ely • 218-365-6555 

OPEN: M-Sat 9-6

                      IS OPEN during the Harvest Moon Festival.
                      10 AM to 4 PM, Friday through Sunday

FREE admission to the Museum,
which displays the rich history of our area. 

DECLUTTERING SALE (items from our artifacts)! 
PLUS...Historical books and local art for sale. Plenty of parking!

Located on the east wing of Minnesota North College, 1900 E Camp St

Touch Tunes, Pool, Darts, 
Pull Tabs, Etabs & FUN!

Stop For 

a Cold One...

or Two!

• Clean & Cozy Rooms
• Continental Breakfast Included

218-753-2333
30 Center St, Soudan

 “Showcasing 25 Local Artists”
427 E Sheridan St, Ely

218-365-7300

SALE!SALE!

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
218-235-6106 * Reserve Today!

110 N 2ND AVE. W • ELY
canoeoninely.com

J&L

BEN FRANKLIN CRAFTS & RENTAL

128 E. Chapman St, Ely
218-365-6724

The Ely-Winton History Museum The Ely-Winton History Museum 

September 9-11, 2022

While You Are In Town...
Stop & Visit 

These Fine Area Businesses

EVENT SPONSORS

The Timberjay
414 Main Street, Tower

218-753-2950
www.timberjay.com



BABBITT— There were 
few surprises in Tuesday night’s 
volleyball season opener here. 
The Timberwolves, who finished 
as the top-seed in the section last 
year, dominated play in a straight 
set victory, 25-11, 25-10, and 
25-17.  The Nighthawks, playing 
without the services of their long-
time ace Hannah Reichensperger, 
struggled to find their rhythm 
against the well-honed Wolves.

Ely dominated all three 
games, although the Nighthawks 
showed signs of life in the final 
set of the night. 

The Wolves posted a solid 
season-opening effort from 

several players, including junior 
Hannah Penke, who tallied 
seven kills and six ace serves. 
Sophomore Clare Thomas added 
seven kills, while senior Rachel 
Coughlin added four kills and 
seven digs and Kate Coughlin 
added 11 digs. Junior Sarah Visser 

FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods volleyball team opened 
the season with a convincing 
3-0 shellacking of Mt. Iron-
Buhl at home on Monday. It 
was a performance that has 
Head Coach Kandi Olson 
excited about the new season.

“I knew we had a lot of kids 
who worked in the offseason 
to develop the skills that we 

needed out of them,” Olson 
said. “Throughout all their 
years together they’ve always 
put in that extra time. Some of 
these seniors have sat behind 
people for a long time, and their 
time was coming. They knew 
it was coming. I knew that I 
would have something pretty 
special this year.”

The Rangers were clearly 
unprepared to deal with the 
Grizzlies’ service game at the 
outset, as North Woods con-

stantly kept them off balance 
by mixing hard flat serves and 
drop serves placed with preci-
sion to run away with a 25-9 
rout in the first game.

“We’re going to have a 
tough serving team,” Olson 
said. “We have several players 
that just have great court sense 
and know where to put the 
ball.”

The Grizzlies got out to a 
12-4 lead in the second game 
before MI-B finally adjusted 

and made a short run to get 
back to within five, 14-9. North 
Woods never looked ruffled as 
they maintained that edge and 
claimed a 25-19 victory.

The Grizzlies found them-

Above: Ely junior Hannah 
Penke goes up high for a kill 
attempt Tuesday night in 
Babbitt. 

Right: Ely’s Lilli Rechichi tips 
the ball over the outstretched 
arms of an NER defender.
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Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

COMPETITIVE FISHING

Right: The Grizzlies’ 
Skyler Yernatich pounds 
a hard hit from the wing.

SPORTS

Fall baseball 
events set for 
Ely this year

VOLLEYBALL

photo by D. Colburn

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

photos by J. Greeney

See  WOLVES...pg. 2B

See  GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Ely tops ‘Hawks in three
VOLLEYBALL

High school anglers 
show how its done

Grizzlies romp in season debut

BASEBALL

LAKE VERMILION- 
A pair of Twin Cities high 
school anglers won the 2022 
Minnesota High School 
Muskie State Championship 
held Aug. 12 on Lake 
Vermilion.

Runners-up in last year’s 
tourney, Elli Borovsky and 
Carter Graff claimed the 

championship this year 
with a 50-inch muskie. 

50-inch muskie takes state tourney
Right: Elli Borovsky 
displays the 50-inch 
muskie, caught on Lake 
Vermilion, that vaulted 
her and teammate Carter 
Graff to the high school 
state tourney 
championship.
submitted photo

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See  TOURNEY ...pg. 2B

ELY— The recent military 
veterans salute by the Ely Baseball 
Association would normally have 
marked the end of the baseball season 
in Ely. The salute was presented late 
last month during the Minnesota 
Junior Legion Baseball Division 
II State Tournament at Veterans 
Memorial Field, which drew big 
crowds.

Yet, serious players in the Ely 
area shouldn’t put their mitts away 
just yet.  According to a post on the 
Ely Baseball Family Facebook page, 
baseball will be back this month, 
including multi-game showcases on 
Sunday, Sept. 11, Saturday, Sept. 17, 
and Sunday, Sept. 25. Event organiz-
er Tom Coombe said at least one other 
weekend date may be in the works.  

“Three games will be played 
each day, with umpires, and perhaps 
concessions as well,” Coombe said. 

High school and college age 
players will be mixed together. 
Competition is open to players in 
grades 9 and above. Tentative reg-
istration price is $40. 

More details will be coming 
soon, according to Coombe. 

The recent salute to veterans 
at Veterans Memorial stadium 
would have typically been the 
end of the baseball season in 
Ely, but not this year. 

Showcases planned 
Sept. 11, 17, and 25

Wolves looking for another dominant 
season; Nighthawks in rebuilding mode



2B  September 2, 2022                                                                                                                                    THE TIMBERJAY

TOURNEY...Continued from page 1B

WOLVES..
Continued from page 1B
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Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

The big catch helped 
them to dethrone the two-
time reigning champi-
ons, Charles Weiss and 
Erik Panyan, who finished 
second.

Sixteen teams spent 
eight hours out on the water 
in pursuit of muskies and 
northern pike. 

“Lake Vermilion pro-

duced excellent results this 
year with students logging 
five muskies and ten north-
ern pike during the event,” 
tournament director Dave 
Schueck said. “The five 
caught muskies is the most 
we’ve observed in many 
years for the tournament. 
Participants indicated that 
several other 50-inch-class 

fish were hooked, or nearly 
so, but never made it to 
the net.”

Vermilion Dam Lodge 
again served as headquar-
ters and catered lunch for 
the annual event. Vermilion 
Lake Association members 
performed aquatic invasive 
species inspections prior to 
the initial boat launch.

The tournament was 
dedicated to the memory 
of Jeff Young, a longtime 
youth fishing promoter 
and muskie/pike fishing 
advocate.

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t 
was sponsored by Youth 
Heritage Outdoors and 
the Twin Cities chapter of 
Muskies, Inc. and support-

ed by more than a dozen 
vendors and organizations.

The top five teams 
included: 

1. Elli Borovsky and 
Carter Graff, 23 points, 
50” muskie

2. Charles Weiss/Erik 
Panyan, 15 points, 44” 
muskie

3. Cole Nelson/Drew 

Nelson, 13.25 points, 
40.25” muskie + 31” pike 
+ 25” pike

4. Aiden Johnson/
Emmett Johnson, 10.5 
points, 39.5” muskie

5.  Landen Bri l l /
Grayson Schmidt, 9.75 
points, 38.75” muskie

selves in a battle early in 
the third, as the Rangers 
initially took the lead and 
trailed just 13-12 after 
officials reversed a call that 
initially would have put 
North Woods up by three. 
But a five-point run with 
senior Skyler Yernatich 
serving was the high point 
in a 12-2 Grizzlies’ run that 
closed out the game and the 
match 25-14.

Olson said that this is a 
team that doesn’t get easily 
rattled.

“They have this inner 
calm about them,” Olson 
said. “That shows in their 
play where they can just 
play it out till the end, and 
they never quit until that 
ball is completely dead.”

That calm may come 
from the fact that the 
Grizzlies’ 11-player varsity 
roster included five seniors 
and four juniors.

Hannah Kinsey is the 
senior with the most expe-
rience, Olson said.

“She’s always had 
awesome energy on the 
court, but this year she’s 
developed some strength 
that she hasn’t had, and I 
loved seeing that show in 
game one,” Olson said. “I 
can only imagine where 
she’s going to be by the end 
of the season.”

Yernatich has always 
been a force on the court, 
Olson said.

“We can always trust 
that when the ball goes 
to her she’s going to do 
something solid with it, 
and defensively, she’s top 
notch,” Olson said. “But 

she’ll also open some eyes 
in the front row this year.”

Karah Scofield is one 
of those seniors who has 
bided her time and is 
expected to play a key role 
this year.

“Kara’s played differ-
ent roles I’ve needed her to 
play every year, so she’s got 
a lot of court knowledge,” 
Olson said. “She knows 
how to play basically every 
position on the court.”

Cooper Antikainen 
and Angeline Lilya round 
out the Grizzlies’ group of 
seniors.

Junior Tori Olson has 
made a mark in past seasons 
with her hitting, but with 
the many options Coach 
Olson has this season, she’s 
wearing the libero jersey 
this year.

“She started out that 
way in her career on varsity, 
and she really learned how 
to dig some of those really 
serious kills,” Olson said. 
“We’re going to capitalize 

on that defensive skill by 
putting her in the back 
row to help set up all these 
other people. And you can 
see that she’s always got 
an opposite color jersey 
on the bench if I need her 
for a different role as well, 
because she’s got a lot of 
experience.”

The Grizzlies said 
goodbye to graduating 
senior setter Morgan 
Burnett last year, but juniors 
Maddie Dantes and Talise 
Goodsky have stepped right 
into her shoes, Olson said.

“I think everyone 
thought we were going to 
drop off a little bit,” Olson 
said. “But we had two kids 
ready to take that spot. And 
we haven’t even seen the 
best out of Maddie yet.”

Addy Hartway rounds 
out the juniors, giving the 
Grizzlies another strong 
returning hitter from last 
year who also displays good 
finesse around the net.

And while the Grizzles 

don’t have any sophomores 
in the lineup, two freshmen, 
Lauren Burnett and Isabel 
Pascuzzi, landed spots on 
the varsity and will likely 
see plenty of playing time.

Olson said that she has 
the players necessary to 
implement a rotation that 
will be strong on defense, 
and that in turn should 
complement the Grizzlies’ 
offense.

“Now we can give 
some of our offensive 
people a break,” Olson 
said. “They don’t have to 
spend as much time on the 
back row anymore because 
we have such good balance 
and depth. When they get to 
the front row, they can give 
it everything they’ve got.”

The Grizzlies had a 
Tuesday night home match 
against International Falls 
before taking a brief break 
going into the Labor Day 
weekend. Their first road 
trip of the season will be on 
Tuesday, Sept. 6 when they 

and senior Madeline Kallberg led in 
set assists with 15 and 12 respectively. 
Sophomore Lilli Rechichi added four 
kills on the night. 

The Nighthawks found some 
success from the serving line, as Danica 
Sundblad went ten-for-ten serving and 
Morgan Bush went six-for-six. Maizy 
Sundblad notched five kills for the 
‘Hawks.

The Timberwolves will be back in 
action next Tuesday, hosting Littlefork-
Big Falls. The varsity is set for 7 p.m.

As Cooper Antikainen looks on, Maddie Dantes 
returns a serve against MIB. photo by D. Colburn
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Keith Vandervort
Keith Vandervort, 60, 

of Ely, passed away at 
home of natural causes on 
Friday, Aug. 26, 2022. A 
Celebration of Life will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 16 at First Presbyte-
rian Church in Ely. A meal 
and remembrance will fol-
low at Grand Ely Lodge 
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
the same day. Arrange-
ments are with Kerntz Fu-
neral Home of Ely.

Keith was born in 
Fond du Lac, Wis. He 
graduated from the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-Os-
hkosh with a degree in 
journalism and political 
science. 

Keith started his ca-
reer in journalism at the 
Chilton Times-Journal in 
Wisconsin where he met 
his wife, Kay. He worked 
at two newspapers in Fond 
du Lac and then took a job 
as a staff photographer at 
The Record-Eagle in Tra-
verse City, Mich. Follow-
ing that position, he re-
turned to Fond du Lac as 
the chief photographer at 
The Reporter, then moved 
to a position as copy edi-
tor/page designer for The 
Reporter and later was the 
regional copy desk editor 
for Gannett Wisconsin 
Media. Keith’s final posi-
tion was as the Ely Editor 
for The Timberjay. 

He won state news-
paper association awards 
in Wisconsin, Michigan, 
and most recently, a first-
place in Local Breaking 
News from the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association 
for his coverage of the 

storm that halted the Ely 
Blueberry/Art Festival in 
2021.

Keith loved the news, 
politics, puns, lame duck 
jokes, photography, the 
Green Bay Packers, his 
family and friends and 
Kay. He was an amateur 
ham radio operator and 
enjoyed putting togeth-
er World War II airplane 
models and Legos. He 
read voraciously, liked 
Wednesday date night 
and one-day adventures 
to find a pretty rock, the 
best breadsticks, or some-
thing big such as the gi-
ant mouse in Fennimore, 
Wis., the cherry pie in 
Charlevoix, Mich., or the 
Smokey the Bear in Inter-
national Falls.  

He took numerous 
trips with family into the 
Boundary Waters, starting 
when he was in middle 
school. He enjoyed camp-
ing. He liked meeting new 
people and made friends 
wherever he went.

Keith is survived by 
his wife, Kay (Haden) 

Vandervort; siblings, 
Kathleen (Gerald) Farrell, 
Kevin Vandervort and 
Kraig (Tina) Vandervort; 
stepson, Jeffrey (Lisa) Pe-
ters; step-grandson, Jack 
Peters; sisters and broth-
er-in-law, Nancy Haden 
(Bill) Meyer and Rose 
Haden; aunts and uncle, 
Shirley Kissinger and 
Larry and Diane Eggers; 
nieces and nephews, Lau-
rie (Jack) Elliott, Michael 
(Leah) Farrell, AnnMa-
rie (Allyce) Sulkowski, 
Kimberly Vandervort, 
Rachel Vandervort, Travis 
Vandervort, Brett (Sarina) 
Meyer, Cory (Mai) Meyer, 
Lauren Meyer (Kyle) Leto, 
Diana (James) Barany and 
Jennifer (Tim) Blair; sev-
enteen great-nieces and 
great-nephews; and nu-
merous cousins.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
William Jr. and Arlene 
(Eggers) Vandervort; par-
ents-in-law, Floyd and 
Mildred (Wyble) Haden; 
brother-in-law, Richard 
Haden; sisters-in-law, 

Mackie Vandervort and 
Patricia Babler; and uncle, 
Sonny Kissinger.

Edward F. Klimek 
Edward Francis 

Klimek, 70, of Mt. Iron, 
formerly of Babbitt and 
Embarrass, was set free 
from this world on Sun-
day, Aug. 28, 2022, at his 
home, surrounded by his 
wife and daughters. A Me-
morial Mass will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 
2 at Holy Spirit Catho-
lic Church in Virginia 
with Rev. Father Brandon 
Moravitz as celebrant. A 
gathering time for fami-
ly and friends will begin 
one hour prior to Mass at 
the church. Family ser-
vices are provided by 
Bauman-Cron, a Bauman 
Family Funeral Home in 
Virginia.

He is survived by his 
wife, Lynda Kachmarz-
inski Klimek; daughters, 
Jennifer (Matthew Clark) 
Klimek and Teresa Ap-
pelwick; grandchildren, 

Hunter and Isabelle; sis-
ter, Meylonie (Robert) 
Schatz; brother, Lou-
ie; sister-in-law, Betty 
Klimek; brothers-in-law, 
Rusty (Lorraine) Seelen, 
Willy (Rose) Seelen, Jim 
(Pam) Kachmarzinski and 
Donald (Janine) Kachmar-
zinski; many nieces and 
nephews and great-nieces 
and nephews; and many 
beloved cousins.

Delores L. Richter
Delores Lillian Salo 

Richter, 88, of Ely, origi-
nally of Embarrass, died 
on Friday, Aug. 26, 2022. 
Services will be held at a 
later date. Arrangements 
are with Range Funeral 
Home in Virginia. 

She is survived by 
her children, Ron Rich-
ter, Jimmy Hart and Ma-
ria Durnford; aunts and 
uncles; many nieces and 
nephews; grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

 THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                      September 2, 2022   3B

 Obituaries and Death Notices

AUCTION • THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 • 10 AM
7644 Mattson Rd., Embarrass, MN 55732 (House auctioned at noon)

REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION

Carroll & Arlene Eckman, Owners

 
For complete listing see www.reinhardtauctions.com, or call 218-845-2260.

Reinhardt Auction Service- “Work hard-Sell right!” 

Well-kept 1-1/2 story, 3 BR home: Features approx. 36x36 ft.; Main floor 1,200 sq ft, 
1 BR on main floor, nicely done kitchen with oak cupboards, new appliances, newer floor-
ing, living room with large windows, full BA, large sewing/office area, w/walk-out to deck, 
with portable screen enclosure. 2 upstairs BRs. Wide staircase to basement. Forced air oil 
furnace and wood furnace. Garage and home reroofed in 2017. Garage is 24x32 ft with 
double overhead doors, lined and insulated with cement floor and wood stove. All stick-built 
construction. Plus, other older storage buildings. Situated on high, sandy land, with mature 
trees. Many garden locations, and all acres are usable. Original septic. Buyer will assume 
responsibility for any septic updates deemed necessary by St. Louis Co. 

Legal Description: St. Louis Co., Parcel ID: 565-0010-03463 (4.85 acres) AND 565-0010-
03471 (1.13 acres) Terms: 10% down on the day of auction, the balance due in 45 days, 
subject to seller’s confirmation. Broker participation welcome with registration 48 hours in 
advance of Open House. 

PLUS Vehicles, Yard/Shop, Firearms/Sporting, Collectibles and Household!

OPEN HOUSE to view Real Estate ONLY
COMFORTABLE HOME, EMBARRASS, MN

Thursday, Sept. 1-4:30-6 PM. (House auctioned Sept. 8 at Noon)

FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
provided by

Ely Community Health Center

Thursday evenings 5:30-7 p.m.
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

- No appointment necessary -

Contact us for more information 
218-365-5678 or email us 

director@elycommunityhealth.org

K KK

FREE 
DENTAL

CLEANINGS 
AVAILABLE

provided by

Ely Community 
Health Center

Make an appointment
call us at 

603-502-2268
or email us at 

dentalECHC@gmail.com

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

Provided by Ely Community Health Center in 
partnership with University of MN and ARDC

111 S. 4th Ave. East, Ely, MN 55731

   September 17
  9 AM-2:45 PM • Ely Area Senior Center

(Screening takes only 15 minutes!)
This FREE professional screening 

will help you determine if you need a 
full hearing screening by a specialist.

Appointments preferred, walk-ins welcome!
To make an appointment 
Call 218-365-5678

Free Hearing 
Screening

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

9 AM-12 Noon • Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

St. Louis County  
Solid Waste Facility 
Area site hours 

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th 
For solid waste and recycling information go to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
11--880000--445500--99227788  

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 

RReeggiioonnaall  LLaannddffiillll  
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

SSoouuddaann  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun:  

8am—5pm 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee  FFaacciilliittyy  
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

CCoouunnttyy  7777  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Summer Hours 
Tues: 1—6pm 

Thurs: 8am—1pm 
Sat: 8am—5pm 
Sun: noon—6pm 

EEmmbbaarrrraassss  CCaanniisstteerr  SSiittee  
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

AAuurroorraa  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

CCooookk  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  TTrraannssffeerr  SSttaattiioonn  
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Summer Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: noon—6pm 

WINTON- A memo-
rial stone was recently 
placed at Veterans on the 
Lake (VOTL) by the Navy 
Chiefs of the Fleet Reserve 
Association. This memo-
rial is a black/gray granite 
stone engraved “Honor-
ing all USN, USMC, and 
USCG who served Fleet 
Reserve.” The Fleet Re-
serve is comprised of the 
three sea service branch-
es of the military, Navy, 
Marine, and Coast Guard, 
where personnel serve 

shipboard. Accepting the 
stone from Navy Master 
Chief, Gene Jarnagin, left,  
was Andy Berkenpas, gen-
eral manager at VOTL. 
The stone was placed in the 
flower garden at the main 
entrance as a reminder to 
Veterans that their service 
to the country is much ap-
preciated and not forgotten. 
The Fleet Reserve Navy 
Chiefs also placed a du-
plicate stone on the Viking 
Ship at U.S. Bank Stadium. 

submitted photo

Call 
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

Veterans on the Lake 
gets a new memorial 



REGIONAL— The wild rice 
season has officially been open 
for nearly three weeks, but the 
rice harvest has been slowed by 
the later-than-usual ripening of 
the wild grain. While the season 
opens by statute on Aug. 15, it 
remains illegal to harvest unripe 
or green rice. 

“While we’ve heard reports 
of good rice in some places this 
year, a cooler early spring meant 

many lakes had late ice-out and 
the wild rice growing season was 
pushed back up to two weeks,” 
said Ricky Lien, DNR wetland 
habitat team supervisor.

In a typical year in north-
eastern Minnesota, some rice 
is harvestable by the last week 
of August, with the rest rip-
ening through the first half of 
September. 

Bois Forte officials predicted 

mid-September for peak ripeness 
at Nett Lake, although harvesting 
could begin sometime in the 
second week of the month. Ricing 
dates and times are set by the Bois 
Forte Conservation Committee. 

River rice generally ripens 
earlier than lake rice, so ripe rice 
will likely be available in some 
places by the first week of the 
month. Harvesting of wild rice 
is not heavily monitored outside 

of reservations, so ricers need to 
rely on their own experience to 
prevent harvesting unripe rice.

So far, the crop appears 
decidedly mixed across north-
eastern Minnesota. Some rivers 
have good stands of rice, although 
it appears to be shorter than usual 
in some cases, which can make 
it harder to harvest. It appears 

WILD HARVEST

Wild rice crop running behind schedule
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Slow-to-ripen rice has hampered harvest to date

A fungi fantasy
MUSHROOMS

August’s wet weather brought an abundance of unusual shapes and colors to area woods
Top: The 
undersides of 
a nice haul of 
golden 
chanterelles.

Above: An unknown 
species of frilly 
mushroom.

Left: A bright 
purple coral fungus.

Below: A group of 
tiny parasol-like 
mushrooms.

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

NODDING BUR MARIGOLD

The perky yellow flowers 
of the Nodding Bur Marigold, 
Bidens cernua, are in bloom right 
now along the edges of lakeshores, 
swamps, or wet ditches. 

It’s another late member of 
the Aster family and it goes by 
another common name, “beggar 
ticks,” which speak to the bur-like 
seeds that will come along for the 
ride if you walk through a patch 
of these later in the fall. 

They’re readily identifiable by 
their cheery sunflower-like appear-
ance (though the flowers only 
measure an inch or so across) and 
their long narrow, finely-toothed 
leaves. 

See RICING...pg. 5B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See MUSHROOMS...pg. 5B

Outdoors briefly

Duck hunters 
should keep an 
eye out for ricers

Here in the North Country, a wet 
summer typically means two 
things: happy frogs and happy 

fungi. Since I don’t eat frogs, it’s the fungi 
that have been getting most of my attention. 

And I’m not alone. Turns out it’s a 
great year for us wild mushroom gatherers 
and we’ve been busy picking, cleaning, and 
either eating mushrooms or putting them 
away for future use. 

My wife Jodi 
likes to sauté them 
in butter before 
bagging them and 
putting them in the 
freezer, where they 
keep just fine for at 
least a year. 

There are lots 
of edible mush-
rooms in our region, 
but I only focus 
on two varieties, 
chanterelles and 
hedgehogs, which 
are excellent eating and easy to identify. 
The hedgehogs, which I personally think 
are among the very choicest of mushrooms, 
are usually hard to come by, but this year 
we’ve been finding them in huge numbers 
and we’re putting them away in the freezer 
along with the 50 quarts of blueberries and 
at least as many chokecherries that we’ve 
harvested so far. 

Last year’s drought not only sparked 
an amazing flush of wild fruits this year, 
the mushroom hunting is the best I’ve 
seen in years. Hunting wild mushrooms 
involves slowly meandering through deep 
woods, looking at the ground, searching 
under ferns and other understory growth 
for the telltale signs of the delectables. 
They almost always grow in loose clumps, 
so if you find one, there’s usually more. 

It’s easy to forget that a mushroom isn’t 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Above left: 
Dozens of club 
fungi emerge 
from the ground.

Left: Possible 
honey mushrooms 
emerge from the 
underside of a log.

REGIONAL—Hunters taking 
part in this year’s early teal and 
goose hunting seasons, which begin 
Saturday, Sept. 3, may find they’re 
sharing their lake or stream with 
those harvesting wild rice.  

Minnesota’s experimental 
early teal season runs through 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, with shooting 
hours from sunrise to sunset. This 
year’s early goose season runs from 
Saturday, Sept. 3 through Sunday, 
Sept. 18, with shooting hours from 
30 minutes before sunrise until 
sunset.

Since wild rice is ripening 
at the same time as Minnesota’s 
early waterfowl hunting seasons, 
waterfowl hunters are urged to be 
aware of and cautious about wild 
ricers no matter where they hunt.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service allows states to hold an 
experimental early teal season for 
up to three years, and 2022 is the 
second year Minnesota has had 
this season. Observers will be doc-
umenting which species hunters 
target and shoot. The statewide 
early goose season has occurred 
since 1996, with over-water 
hunting allowed through much of 
the state since 2003.

READ
the Timberjay!

photos by V. Ranua, 
J. Summit, and 
M. Helmberger
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MUSHROOMS...Continued from page 4B

Trumpeter swans have become a common sight 
in Minnesota thanks to a very successful 
reintroduction program beginning in the 1980s.

But trumpeter swans hit new record high

Top left: A clump of Amanita 
muscaria, one of the few 
hallucinogenic mushrooms in 
the area. It is also toxic. 

Top right: A large coral mushroom.

Above: A nice haul of hedgehog 
mushrooms, named for the pointy 
“teeth” on the underside of the 
caps, which resemble the coat of 
a hedgehog.

Left: All this yellow club fungus is 
saying is “Give Peace a Chance.”

It appears drought impacted 
most waterfowl populations

a separate organism. It’s simply 
a reproductive appendage that 
fungi (which live mainly out-of-
sight in the soil) deploy when the 
conditions are right. The mush-
rooms develop spores, which 
are then dispersed usually by 
wind, although animals probably 
help disperse the spores in some 
cases. Humans aren’t the only 
ones out in the woods looking 
for tasty mushrooms, after all. 

Mushrooms often grow in 
little clumps, or rings, or in rela-
tively straight lines depending on 
how the fungal mycelium travel 
underground. During dry con-
ditions, like last summer, fungi 
generally lie low, which is why 
you see very few mushrooms in 
a drought year. 

But follow drought up with 
abundant rains the following 
summer and you have the 
makings of a real explosion, 
which is what we’re seeing in 
the woods right now. 

While I’m usually looking 
for edibles, the variety of differ-
ent fungi is amazing right now 
and definitely worth sharing. 
Here’s just a sampling…

REGIONAL— Last 
year’s extreme drought 
across much of north-
ern Minnesota appears to 
have impacted waterfowl 
populations heading into 
this summer’s breeding 
season. Based on spring 
population surveys, con-
ducted by the Department 
of Natural Resources, 
waterfowl numbers were 
down almost across the 
board. 

Only trumpeter swans, 
now estimated to number 
25,000 in Minnesota, saw 
an increase in their popula-
tion. The latest swan count 
represents a new record 
high for this species and 
is further evidence of the 
remarkable success of the 
reintroduction of the trum-
peter swan in Minnesota.  
In the U.S. only Alaska is 
home to more trumpeter 
swans than Minnesota.

The 2022 breeding 
population estimates for 
other species include:

Mallards – 231,000, 
which is 19 percent below 
the 2019 estimate and 
unchanged from the long-
term average.

Blue-winged teal 
– 161,000, which is 28 
percent below the 2019 
estimate and 24 percent 

below the long-term 
average.

Other ducks, exclud-
ing scaup, (such as ring-
necked ducks, wood ducks, 
gadwalls, northern shovel-
ers, canvasbacks, redheads 
and buffleheads), 175,000 
which is six percent below 
the 2019 estimate and three 
percent below the long-
term average.

 Total  breeding 
duck abundance (exclud-
ing scaup) – 567,000, 
which is 18 percent below 
the 2019 estimate and 9 
percent below the long-
term average.

 Canada geese – 
115,000, which is similar 
to the 2019 estimate and 
27 percent below the long-
term average.

Overall, it was a very 
late spring across the state, 
especially in the north. It 
is likely that some blue-
winged teal, a species that 
migrates relatively late in 
the spring, were still south 
of Minnesota when the 
survey began. As a result 
of the late spring, nesting 
effort and the number of 
young produced is expect-
ed to be below average for 
both ducks and Canada 
geese.

rice crops are generally 
lighter than usual on many 
traditional rice lakes in the 
region. 

For the latest wild rice 
reports, check the 1854 
Treaty Authority website 
at 1854treatyauthority.org, 
then click on Wild Rice 

Conditions Update. The 
updates include descrip-
tions and photos of area 
rice beds.

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   
08/22     77     46     0.00     
08/23     81     55     0.04     
08/24     82     56     0.49     
08/25     66     53     0.10     
08/26     73     44     0.00     
08/27     77     45     0.22    
08/28     77     45     0.00  
YTD Total      21.73    

08/22     82     52     0.00     
08/23     81     59     0.04     
08/24     66     59     0.49     
08/25     72     55     0.10     
08/26     77     50     0.00     
08/27     72     61     0.22    
08/28     77     64     0.00  
YTD Total                 NA       NA

08/22     77     53     0.00     
08/23     81     58     0.20     
08/24     82     58     0.60     
08/25     66     55     0.13     
08/26     73     52     0.00     
08/27     77     51     0.00    
08/28     72     60     0.14   
YTD Total      21.16  

08/22     78     48     0.00     
08/23     83     48     0.08     
08/24     82     56     0.02     
08/25     66     53     0.04     
08/26     74     46     0.00     
08/27     79     46     0.01    
08/28     73     62     0.14     
YTD Total     19.00    

08/22     77     46     0.00     
08/23     82     48     0.12     
08/24     81     55     0.30     
08/25     66     50     0.20     
08/26     74     44     0.00     
08/27     77     46     0.02    
08/28     74     60     0.18     
YTD Total               26.58   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

76  47 66  44 72  51 80  5778   55

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950
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EMPLOYMENT

Call about 
our affordable

Display Classified 
& Real Estate 

Rates

218-753-2950
 

PUBLIC NOTICES

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 
     $23.38/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   (Wage starting  
     at $26.14/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiologic Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
     (Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)
 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Environmental Services
FT Laundry Aide (Wage starting at $14.68/hr)
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping and 
Laundry Aide (Wage starting at $14.68/hr, $1,500 
sign-on bonus) 
Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at 
$35.17/hr, $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at 
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.36/hr - $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Activities
FT Activities Director
PT & Casual Activities Assistant
    (Wage starting at $17.36)

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Public Health Nurse
(Virginia or Hibbing) 

$27.61-$36.32 Hourly 

Apply by 09/07/2022

Public Health Program 
Coordinator

(Nutrition) $30.83-$37.75 Hourly 

Apply by 09/07/2022

Equipment Operator Junior
$20.55-$24.81 Hourly Apply by 09/16/2022

Heavy Equipment Mechanic
$23.90 Hourly • Continuous

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  9/2

Charter 
School 
Admin

Vermilion Country School, 
Tower

SALARY: PER ESTABLISHED PAY SCALE 
(AVAILABLE BY REQUEST)

 
POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED  • 

POSITION IS PART-TIME

FULL JOB DESCRIPTION: Email jsummit@
vermilioncountry.org. Also will be posted at 
WWW.VERMILIONCOUNTRY.ORG

SEND COVER LETTER AND RESUME to: 
Jodi Summit, Board Chair, jsummit@vermil-
ioncountry.org, or call 218-753-2950.

QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum 4-year degree 
in relevant area. Administrator licensure 
or coursework preferred but not required. 
Experience with charter schools and school 
leadership. Experience/interest in innovative 
learning and creating a democratic school 
environment. Ability to write/manage grants, 
interact with state agencies, VCS authorizer, 
and all stakeholders. The board envisions this 
to be a .50 position, with a possibility of the 
remainder of the position to be filled with a 
teaching or other assignment.
 
The Vermilion Country School is a grades 
7-12 charter school that opened in the fall of 
2013. It is located in Tower, on the shores 
of beautiful Lake Vermilion, in the heart of 
Minnesota’s North Country. The school serves 
a multicultural student body of 35-40 students, 
with an innovative program learning model 
that is uniquely-adapted to this remote com-
munity.  For more information, visit our web-
site at www.vermilioncountry.org.

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS 

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT 

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 69VI-PR-22-133
 
Estate of Delores Irene Stocke, 
aka Delores I. Stocke, 
Decedent
 
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR SUMMARY 
ASSIGNMENT OR 
DISTRIBUTION AND FOR 
FORMAL PROBATE 
OF WILL,  EXEMPT 
ESTATE
 
Notice is given that a peti-
tion has been filed request-
ing that the Estate assets 
be summarily assigned. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper, and if no objections 
or claims are filed or raised, 
the Court may issue a decree 
distributing or assigning the 
Estate’s assets. If you have an 
objection to this case, please 

contact Court Administrator at 
(218) 221-7560 option#8 for 
further instructions as these 
hearings are currently held 
remotely due to the pandemic. 

It is Ordered and Notice is now 
given that the Petition will be 
heard on September 21, 2022, 
at 9:00 a.m., by this Court at 
300 S 5th Ave, Virginia MN 
55792.
 
Dated: August 16, 2022

BY THE COURT
Michel le Anderson 
Judge of District Court 
A m y  T u r n q u i s t 
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy
 
Attorney for Petitioner 
Angela Erickson Sipila 
Sipila Law Office LLC 
412 1st St. S. 
Virginia, MN, 55792 
Attorney License No: 024501x 
Telephone: (218) 741-5000 
FAX: (218) 741-5000 
Email: ange@sipilaw.com 
69VI-PR-22-133

 
Published in the Timberjay, 

Aug. 26 & Sept. 2, 2022

D’Ericks Tower Liquors
(on-sale and off-sale)

Business is for sale. 
For more information,
 call 218-753-4071.  9/16

Current Openings
Teacher: Science and/
or Social Studies (1.0)
Special Ed Para (1.0)

Vermilion Country School is seeking to 
hire a full-time licensed teacher for 

science and/or social studies, and a full-
time special education paraprofessional 
for the 2022-2023 school year.  Positions 
open until filled. Salary per established 

pay scale (available by request).

The Vermilion Country School is a grades 
7-12 charter school that opened in the fall of 
2013. It is located in Tower, on the shores 
of beautiful Lake Vermilion, in the heart of 
Minnesota’s North Country. The school serves 
a multicultural student body of approx. 40 
students, with an innovative learning model 
that is uniquely-adapted to this rural commu-
nity.  For more information, visit our website at 
www.vermilioncountry.org.

For more information, full job description, 
or an application,  please email 

lkess@vermilioncountry.org, or call 
218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for office) 

or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to
be able to identify the true 
owner of a business.
Assumed Name: Jeffs 
Handyman Services
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 4618 Lake St., 
Apt. 203, Orr, MN 55771
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Jeffrey Francke, 4618 Lake 
St., Apt. 203, Orr, MN 55771

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as 
the person whose signature 

is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that 
the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. 
I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as 
if I had signed this document 
under oath.

Dated: August 22, 2022
SIGNED BY: Jeffrey Francke

Published in the Timberjay, 
Aug. 26 & Sept. 2, 2022

FULL-TIME 
REPORTER/

EDITOR
Join the independently-owned communi-
ty newspaper with a national reputation for 
quality. The Timberjay, northern Minnesota’s 
most award-winning weekly newspaper, has 
an immediate opening for a full-time editor/
reporter in Ely.

Live, work, and play in the town at the edge 
of the famed Boundary Waters, named by 
Outside Magazine as one of the Ten Best 
Small Towns in America.

We are looking for an experienced news editor 
or reporter who wants to immerse themselves 
in a vibrant community full of colorful charac-
ters. A background in page layout (InDesign) 
and excellent photography skills are important 
as well as writing ability. 
Competitive salary plus a SIMPLE-IRA sav-
ings plan with matching contributions. 
Qualified candidates should submit a resume, 
cover letter, and writing and/or layout samples 
to Marshall Helmberger at marshall@timberjay.
com.



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church, Acacia 
Blvd. and Central Drive in 
Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

Summer Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Sat: 8:30-5, Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
218-753-4190

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Call 753-2950
subscribe to the

Timberjay!

$ $
$

Adverstising
PAYS OFF!

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

BOAT FOR SALE
14 FT. LUND DEEP-V, 20” tran-
som, 15hp Yamaha motor, Yacht 
Club trailer. $1,700. 
11 FT. BUTTERFLY BARNETT 
SAILBOAT- $250 OBO. Pike 
Bay, Lake Vermilion. Call 612-
719-1820  9/9v

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/28/2022 North

833-314-1217
BOGO 40% OFF

ENDS 11/30
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Let these professionals 
help with your next home 

improvement project

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com Heisel Bros.
We’re the Professionals!

PLUMBING & HEATING
Northgate Plaza • Virginia
218-741-8381 • www.heiselbros.com

Master Plumber 
PC644131

For all your 
HEATING,
PLUMBING
and
AIR CONDITIONING needs...

HOURS:
M-F 8 AM-5 PM
Sat 8 AM-Noon

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

online 24/7 at www.timberjay.com

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

1-844-741-0381

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 

slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 

breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0253

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Wishing All Our Customers A Safe 
And Happy Labor Day Weekend!

VERMILION LUMBER

CLOSED
Fri., Sept. 2

and Mon., Sept. 5

AUTOMOTIVE

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

From All Of Us To You...
We Will Be
CLOSED

MONDAY

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

49 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.
We go... The exTra Mile

to bring you the 
great service you deserve!

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

RUGS
CABINETS

Whether you live
on an island, in town

or in the woods...
Let our friendly, knowledgeable

sales staff assist you
with all your decorating needs! 

Carpeting
Kitchens
Vinyl & Laminate
Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Tile
Window Treatments & More!

8
8
8
8
8
8

We’ll go that extra mile to find what you are looking for! 

TILE

EXTRA

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Clean, minimalist
modern styles
for your office

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2020 Buick Envision AWD...........21K Miles!..Certified!......
2020 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4...Nicely Equipped!...
2020 Chev. Silverado 2500HD High Country..Only 42K MIles!..
2020 Chev. Trax LT AWD............12K Miles!.....Certified!............
2019 Chev. Equinox LT...........23K Miles!.....Certified!............
2019 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4............31K Miles!..........
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD Sport 4x4.........45K Miles!........
2019 Jeep CherokeeTrailhawk 4x4.........26K Miles!..........
2019 Chev. 1500 Crew Cab RST 4x4...Clean Trade-In..........
2019 Dodge Durango GT 4x4...................New Arrival!.......
2018 GMC Canyon All Terrain 4x4.....Fresh Trade-In!........
2015 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT Crew Cab 4x4..Only 79K Miles!..
2015 Chev. Impala LS...............Only 31K Miles!..................
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SE..................55K Miles!.......
2014 Chev. Equinox LT AWD.........Only 57K Miles!............

$34,990
$33,990
$71,990
$25,990
$28,990
$31,990
$37,990
$34,990
$46,990
$35,990
$34,990
$34,990
$19,990
$18,990
$18,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!


