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HOLLYWOOD HITS THE NORTH COUNTRY

VERMILION RESERVATION- 
Quannah Chasinghorse is an up-and-com-
ing Native American model, actress, and 
environmental activist. 

And while she said New York City’s 
Met Gala was one of the most amazing 
fashion experiences she had ever been a part 
of, she was equally at home sharing stories 
from her life growing up in a remote village 
in Alaska with an audience of Native youth 
and their families at Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino last week.

Quannah appeared along with her 
friend, actor and model D’Pharaoh Woot-
A-Tai, who is having his own moment in 
the spotlight, as one of the lead actors in 
the television series Reservation Dogs 

Following

A new generation of role models for area youth

their dreams

Top: Quannah Chasinghorse and D’Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai, made a 
special appearance at Fortune Bay Resort Casino last week. Above: 
Lola and Lila Pete, were two of the dozens of fans that had an 
opportunity to meet with the stars during their visit. photos by J. Summit

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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REGIONAL- The Federal 
Communications Commission 
last week rejected troubled LTD 
Communication’s $1.3 billion 
application to build high-speed 
broadband internet networks in 
Minnesota and across the nation, 
a move that should open the door 

for other companies to provide 
more timely broadband solutions 
across a wide swath of the North 
Country.

Nevada-based LTD, a small 
fixed wireless internet pro-
vider with limited installa-
tions in Minnesota, was the 

surprise largest winner of the 
FCC’s December 2020 Rural 
Development Opportunity Fund 
auction, and almost immediately 
industry insiders expressed doubt 
that the company could deliver on 
its promise to bring high-speed 
fiber optic broadband to unserved 

areas in 15 states. As part of its 
winning bid, LTD was designat-
ed to receive $311 million for 
Minnesota, including tracts in 
the North Country covering areas 
from Ely to Cook and more.

The award effectively barred 
any other companies from com-

peting for services to locations 
in LTD’s North Country awards, 
as areas designated for federal 
financial subsidies were not 
eligible for alternative funding 
from other sources, such as 
the state’s Border-to-Border 
broadband funding initiative. 
Additionally, LTD would have 

EMBARRASS— A Virginia man 
has been charged with criminal vehicular 
homicide after killing an Eveleth woman 
in a collision in Embarrass Township 
on Aug. 12 while driving with a blood 
alcohol content 
three times the 
legal limit.

M i c h a e l 
K e n n e t h 
Miller, 40, of 
rural Virginia, 
was  dr iv ing 
a  Chevrole t 
S i l v e r a d o 
westbound on 
Hwy. 21 near 
Embarrass at 
about 11:30 p.m. 
when the truck veered across the center 
line and collided with an  eastbound Ford 
Fusion just west of the Hwy. 135 intersec-
tion. The driver of that car, 39-year-old 
Joni Dahl of Eveleth, suffered severe head 
trauma as a result of the crash and died 
at the scene. 

Miller reportedly told investigators 
that he was on his way home from a 
bar where he had been drinking “vodka        

FCC shoots down LTD broadband application
$1.3 billion rejection may open up alternatives for North Countryby DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

See...LTD  pg. 9

Driver charged 
in fatal collision 
in Embarrass

ANGORA TWP- A Cook man has 
died from injuries sustained in a rollover 
accident Sunday on Hwy. 53 about six 
miles south of Cook.

Glen Ellsworth Economy, 59, was 
traveling northbound in a 2011 Chevrolet 
Corvette at 6:31 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 14 
near the intersection of Hwy. 53 and Heino 
Rd. when he passed another vehicle and 
then lost control of his vehicle. The car left 
the roadway and rolled, killing Economy.

Cook Ambulance and Cook Fire 
responded to the scene but did not trans-
port the victim to a health care facility, 
according to a Minnesota State Patrol 
report. Economy was wearing a seat belt, 
but the Corvette’s airbag did not deploy, 
the report said. It was unknown if alcohol 
was a factor in the accident.

The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office 
assisted with the call.

Cook man dies 
in rollover accident

Alcohol content leads to 
vehicular homicide charge

Michael K. Miller

REGIONAL— Increased 
production and higher prices 
for Northshore Mining’s tac-
onite pellets in 2021 sparked 
a financial windfall for a 
little-known royalty trust and 

likely contributed to the deci-
sion by mine owner Cleveland 
Cliffs to shutter the plant 
earlier this year. 

The New York-based 
Mesabi Trust owns rights to 
much of the ore that exists 
in the Peter Mitchell pit near 
Babbitt. Under its longstand-

ing contract, as discussed in 
the trust’s most recent annual 
report, Northshore pays both 
a base royalty and a bonus 
royalty when prices for the 
ore it mines exceed a certain 
threshold. 

Extraordinarily high steel 
demand and limited supply 

in 2021 pushed the price of 
steel-related products, includ-
ing taconite to the highest 
levels ever seen, far exceeding 
the bonus threshold in the 
Mesabi Trust contract. While 
iron ore prices are typically 

Mesabi Trust windfall likely led to Northshore idling
Record high steel prices in 2021 nearly tripled the trust’s royalty payments
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See...TRUST pg. 12
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SUMMER FUN

www.timberjay.com

THE
GIGAZONE ®
IS COMING TO THE 
CITY OF COOK!
• INTERNET SPEEDS UP TO 10 GIG
• SIGN UP NOW TO GET CONNECTED  

BEFORE CONSTRUCTION ENDS

Service availability depends upon location. Some restrictions may apply.
This institution is an equal opportunity employer.

510 SE 21ST ST. - GRAND RAPIDS
218.999.1234 / 888.586.3100
PAULBUNYAN.NET

FIBER OPTIC
FAST INTERNET

LOCAL AND LONG
DISTANCE SERVICES

WORLD’S MOST
POWERFUL WIFI

800-421-9959        
www.lakecountrypower.coop 

Tuesday, August 23: 
Cohasset Service Center
26039 Bear Ridge Drive 

Wednesday, August 24: 
Mountain Iron Service Center

8535 Park Ridge Drive 

Thursday, August 25: 
Kettle River Service Center

4065 Hwy. 73 South

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
—Each day

Bucket rides, fishing rod/reel 

prizes for kids, good food, 

electric vehicles, and more! 

This event is for members of 

Lake Country Power. 

EMBARRASS- It’s time to 
get ready for the Embarrass Re-
gion Fair. This event has been 
held almost every year for over 
80 years. It’s a chance to re-
member the area’s agricultural 
roots, and to see the talents and 
ingenuity of current-day resi-
dents. This annual event offers 
something for everyone and all 
ages, and with an entry fee of 
only $5, or $12 for a three-day 
pass, is one of the best bargains 
around. Children 10 and under 
are free with a paid adult.

Have you grown some 
beautiful flowers, harvested 
some perfectly-shaped vegeta-
bles, canned some jelly or jam 
or pickles, clothing, handiwork, 
arts and crafts? There are doz-
ens and dozens of categories 
to enter, with the possibility 
of winning blue ribbons along 
with prize money. There is no 
cost to enter items, but you must 
follow the rules laid out in this 
year’s fair book. Fair books are 
available at Embarrass-Vermil-
lion Credit Union locations, as 
well as other spots in the com-
munity. Entries can be brought 
in Wednesday and Thursday 
from 3 – 6 p.m., Friday from 1 
– 7 p.m., and Saturday from 8 – 
10 a.m. The exhibit building is 
closed from 10-11 a.m. on Sat-
urday for judging, but after that, 
everyone is welcome to come 
and view this year’s entries and 
see which won ribbons.

Live music
Friday night live music be-

gins at 4 p.m. with Steve Solkela 
and his amazing one-man band. 
Amanda Rae performs from 
5:45 – 6:45 p.m., and Honkytalk 
and Hangovers performs from 7 
p.m. to close.

Saturday Night Country 
Live is hosting bands from 4 
p.m. until close on Saturday.

Sunday is the karaoke con-
test with signups at 10 a.m. and 
competition beginning at 12 
noon.

Fair events
Crafts and fair food booths 

are available all three days, 
along with a beer garden, and 
Wizard Kingdom Inflatables. 
There is an all-day softball 
tournament on Saturday and 
Sunday. Vendors at the fair on 
Saturday and Sunday this year 
include homemade baked and 
canned goods, homegrown pro-
duce, fleece blankets and cloth-
ing, crocheted items, boiled 
wool items, quilting, weaving, 
homemade soaps, decorative 
wood items, photography, jew-
elry, essential oils, sports cards, 
and books by local authors. Na-
ture’s Treasurers will be selling 
rocks and minerals. There will 
also be pony rides.

The 40th Annual Flying 
Finn 5K Run-Walk is on Satur-
day at 9:30 a.m. The race starts 
across the road from the fair-
grounds, and the course is off-
road. Race day registration is 
$25. Cash prizes to top male and 
female runner plus medallions 
for top three in six age divi-
sions. T-shirts with registration, 
if still available. For more info, 
email Holly Johnson at hsjohn-
son6980@gmail.com. 

The annual dog show gets 
underway at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, with registration from 9 – 
9:45 a.m. Participants must be 
16 or younger, and an up-to-date 
written certificate of rabies vac-
cination is required. Dogs must 
be on a 4-6 ft. leash, and owners 
must clean up after their pets. 

Pet show judging is a bit 
unusual at the fair! Judging 
will be on longest and shortest 
tails, longest and shortest ears, 
grooming, novelty/tricks, and 
obedience.

Races for all ages begin at 
11 a.m. on Saturday. This year 
they feature larger cash prizes in 
all categories. There are events 
for all ages, infants to adult. 
Races take place in front of the 
Timber Hall.

One of the most popular 
events at the fair is the Tony 
Morsching Memorial 4/4 Mud 
Run and Fast Track. This event 

has an additional admission of 
$10, with children 10 and un-
der free with a paid adult. Races 
start at 12:30 p.m. in seven dif-
ferent categories. Be prepared 
for some noise and lots of mud 

flying.
Other events on Saturday 

include a corn hole tournament 
at 10 a.m. and a bean bag tour-
nament at 4 p.m.

Sunday features the Classic 

Field of Dreams Car and Truck 
Show starting at 9 a.m. The 
show features classes for cars, 
pickups, street rods, and special 
interest. Trophies are awarded 
for longest distance,  fair chair-
man’s choice, and body man’s 
choice. Dash plaques for all reg-
istered vehicles, and cash draw-
ings at the end. Prizes awarded 
at 2 p.m.

Sunday also features dem-
olition derby action starting 
at 12:30 pm. Admission is $5, 
with children 10 and under free. 
Bring your own lawn chair.

The Embarrass Fair Horse 
Show gets underway at 9 a.m. 
and runs most of the day. Come 
watch riders in many age groups 
compete in showmanship, races, 
and games.

The fair action winds down 
with the annual parade at 4 p.m. 
on Highway 26.

Embarrass Fair starts on Friday, Aug. 26
Team penning and ranch sorting underway this 
weekend, Aug. 19-21, at the horse arena

EMBARRASS- Take three riders on 
horseback, put them in a corral with about 30 
calves with numbers zero to nine marked on 
their sides. Then give the riders one minute to 
round up three specific calves and herd them 
into a pen at the opposite end of the corral. 
Sounds easy? Not really.

If this sounds like it would be something 
fun to watch, it is. And everyone is invited to 
stop by the Embarrass Fair horse ring to watch 
this year’s event, which has been moved to the 
weekend prior to the fair itself, Aug. 19-21.

Team penning begins at 4 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 19 at the Embarrass Fairgrounds and 
continues until dusk, with sign-up starting at 
2 p.m. Team Penning continues Saturday, Aug. 
20 at 10 a.m. and runs until dusk. On Sunday, 
the event switches to Ranch Sorting, with a 10 
a.m. starting time for beginners, and the com-
petitive division from 1 – 4 p.m.

The event is open to all ages and experi-
ence levels, so all area horse enthusiasts are 
welcome to give it a try. The cost to enter is 
$10 per rider per run, with two runs required 
to compete in the top ten short run. Cash priz-
es and buckles are awarded. Food concessions 

will be available.
For more information, call Doug Mattson 

at 218-780-7477 or Jeff Anderson at 218-780-
3449.  This event is being put on with support 
from Farm Bureau Financial Services.

Be sure to check out the animal barn at the Embarrass 
Fair. file photo

The Crane Lake Chapel will host MN Adult and 
Teen Challenge on Aug. 28 at 9:30 a.m. MN Adult and 
Teen Challenge is a Christian based recovery program 
for men of all ages who are struggling with addiction 
issues. The men will be sharing their stories, and will 
also minister in song.  For mpre information, call Pas-
tor Steve Bergerson 218-252-2180. 

Crane Lake Chapel to host MN Adult 
& Teen Challenge Sunday, Aug. 28

SOUDAN– Pat and 
Donna Surface along with 
their band American Pie 
will perform hits through 
the decades at McKinley 
Park Campground  on Sat. 
Sept. 3 from 5-8 p.m.  At-
tendees to the concert will 
journey back in time with 
Pat and Donna as they 
celebrate the timeless art-
ists and songs that topped 
the charts.  From the bop-
pin’ sounds of the 50s and 
the generation-defining 
anthems of the 60s through 
ever-changing styles of the 

70s, there is something for 
everyone.  

Concertgoers should 
bring lawn chairs. Picnic 
tables are available if fam-
ilies want to pack a meal. 

For more information 
about Pat and Donna sur-
face visit Patsurface.com

Right: Donna 
Surface is all smiles 
while  performing at 
McKinley Park last 
year.

American Pie – Pat & Donna Surface perform Hits 
Through the Decades at McKinley Park Campground 
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REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
vermilionland.com 

info@vermilionland.com
1-866-753-8985

Cook • Tower • Virginia

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Elbow Lake-$69,000  2.3 acre boat-access 
lot on Elbow Lake, with 228 ft of lake shore.  
MLS#141517

Daniels Pond, Buyck-$198,999  46.5 acres, 
1,650 ft airstrip with 3,487 ft of shoreline on a 
pond. MLS#141325

Buyck-$360,000  200 acres near the Vermilion 
River and many area lakes. Adjoins public lands. 
MLS#143352

Orr-$56,000  40 acres, nicely wooded land 
borders state and federal lands. MLS#143342

WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING! Embarrass country home on 5.3 
acres to be finished off. Home is designed for 
1 BR and 3/4 BA on main floor and basement with 
possible expansion for an additional 2 BR, 1 BA. 
MLS#143015  $295,000

ELBOW LAKE This 3 BR, 2. BA “Hillside House” 
on Elbow Lake is awaiting you to start making 
memories. Features hardwood floors through-
out, in-floor heat, forced air heat and central air. 
MLS#143744  $675,000

COOK New riverfront country home w/ approx. 
1,200 ft of Rice River frontage and 7 acres. This 
1,890 sq ft, 3 BR, 2-3/4 BA home offers carefree 
single level living and features an open living/kitch-
en/dining design. MLS#143135  $314,900

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

IRON RANGE LEGEND

Tomassoni dies after battle with ALS
REGIONAL- Longtime 

Iron Range legislator David 
Tomassoni, who championed a 
bill this spring to bring new hope 
to people affected by the degener-
ative disease amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS), died from a 
year-long battle with that disease 
last Thurs., Aug. 11. He was 69 
years-old.

“We lost a giant,” said Sen. 
Tom Bakk, I-Cook, Tomassoni’s 
close friend and longtime Senate 
colleague. “The legacy he leaves 
is enormous, and his passion for 
public service benefited countless 
lives.”

Indeed, as a member of the 
state Legislature for 30 years, 
the last 22 of those as a senator, 
the Chisholm legislator’s legacy 
of service to his district and the 
Iron Range was already cemented 
well before he was diagnosed with 
ALS last summer. Even as his 
physical condition deteriorated in 
the ensuing months, he continued 
his active legislative agenda and 
activities this spring, pushing 
through a landmark $25 million 
bill for ALS research and support 
for families and caregivers. When 

the bill passed the Senate in 
March, Bakk shared this message 
from Tomassoni.

“It’s been an emotional 
several weeks for me and my 
family, one full of love and over-
whelming gratitude,” Tomassoni 
wrote. “I am so proud of this 
legislature for coming together in 
almost unanimous support of an 
issue that’s bigger than all of us. 
This bill has the potential to be 
the beginning of the eradication 
of an insidious disease, not for 
me, but for future generations. 
That is something we can all be 
proud of.”

Bakk re-emphasized the 
importance of Tomassoni’s work 

in his comments last Friday.
“His selflessness in advocat-

ing for ALS research could not 
save his life but may save the 
lives of millions who follow in 
his footsteps,” Bakk said.

Te c h n o l o g y  a l l o w e d 
Tomassoni to work from his 
room in a Duluth care center 
this session, but when the Senate 
recognized its retiring members 
in May, Tomassoni made the trip 
to St. Paul to deliver his farewell 
remarks. He received multiple 
standing ovations and brought 
his colleagues to tears as he said 
his goodbyes.

“I treasure the time I have 
been able to work in the Senate. 
And I use the word work because 
this is serious business,” he said 
on the Senate floor with the aid 
of assistive technology. “Doing 
the people’s work comes with 
a lot of personal sacrifice and 
responsibility and is often times 
hard on family,” he said. “But it 
also has its allure.”
Hockey first

Before  embarking on 
his political career in 1992, 
Tomassoni carved out a legacy 
on ice as a hockey player, tran-
sitioning from star defenseman 
at Chisholm High School to two 

appearances in the NCAA Frozen 
Four with the University of 
Denver Pioneers, serving as team 
captain in 1975, his senior year.

After a brief stint in the New 
York Rangers’ minor league 
system, Tomassoni’s passion for 
the game led him to sign on with a 
pro team in Italy. Over a pro career 
spanning 16 years, Tomassoni 
won three league championships, 
scored two international hockey 
gold medals, and played for Team 
Italy in the 1984 Winter Olympics 
in Sarajevo.

Tomassoni never lost his 
passion for hockey or his love of 
his alma mater, the University of 
Denver, and the Pioneers returned 
the love this last winter when they 
came to Duluth last December for 
a two-game series against UMD. 
As reported by therinklive.com, 
Tomassoni was asked to drop the 
first puck of the first game, and 
the Pioneers surprised him with a 
jersey with his name on it and the 
letter ‘C’ for captain. In remarks 
to the team after the game, 
Tomassoni used a bit of colorful 
language to motivate the Pioneers 
to win the national championship. 
The Pioneers turned that inspira-
tion into an improbable Frozen 
Four semifinal upset of top-

ranked Michigan and the team’s 
record ninth NCAA hockey 
title with a win over Minnesota 
State-Mankato in the final. A 
picture of Tomassoni the team 
used for motivation during their 
championship run will hang in the 
DU coaches’ offices next season. 
“It was just so cool and meaning-
ful for the program, our players, 
for David and his family,” said 
Coach David Carle. “It’s one of 
those moments of destiny that 
happened in a championship 
season.”
Turning to politics

After Tomassoni hung up his 
skates and returned to the U.S., 
politics beckoned. First elected 
to the Minnesota Legislature in 
1992, he served for eight years in 
the House before being elected to 
the Senate. He served in multiple 
leadership positions, including 
being elected president pro 
tempore of the Senate in 2021.

Tomassoni secured millions 
upon millions of dollars over the 
years for his district, for roads 
and other infrastructure, as well 
as schools and recreation trails. 
During his time in the Legislature, 
he chaired committees on natural 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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REGIONAL- The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and the Mayo Clinic had mixed 
COVID messages for St. Louis 
County last week, and the changes 
in the way that COVID cases are 
reported may well be the reason 
why. 

The latest COVID data from 
the CDC boosted the county’s 
community rating back up to 
“high,” confirmation that the 
B.5 variant still has a grip on 
the region. Yet, according to 
data from the Mayo, St. Louis 
County’s COVID rates are rela-
tively low, at least compared to 
surrounding counties, where the 
community rating ranged from 
moderate to high.

Amidst the competing evalu-
ations, one thing is clear from the 
county’s own COVID dashboard. 
With a seven-day case average of 
46 reported last Thursday, cases 

in the county this summer have 
persisted at levels above previous 
years.  

“When you look at the 
numbers, our average is higher 
than it has been the last two 
summers,” St. Louis County 
Public Health Division Director 
Amy Westbrook told the 
Timberjay on Tuesday. “And 
that’s without having a good 
surveillance system anymore 
because so much testing is done 
(with) over-the counter (tests), so 
many positives are not reported to 
the public health system. Really, 
our seven-day average is probably 
much higher.”

It’s the variations in how 
cases are reported and what mea-
sures are used that likely account 
for the mixed information about 
surrounding counties, Westbrook 
said, but she didn’t suggest that 
the CDC made the wrong call on 
raising the county’s community 
level to high.

“We’re still in the pandemic 

with omicron being the dom-
inant variant, and it’s a much 
more infectious subvariant than 
alpha and delta,” Westbrook 
said. “We’re still seeing quite 
a bit of transmission. We’re 
also seeing a lot more people 
who have had COVID who are 
having it multiple times now.” 
Westbrook said she believes that 
the signs are pointing toward this 
as a transition period of moving 
from COVID being a pandemic 
to a disease that is endemic, one 
that will take its place in the group 
of regularly occurring respiratory 
conditions like influenza. 

“COVID is here to stay,” 
she said.
Easing guidance

CDC officials concur with 
Westbrook’s assessment, and 
last week’s issuance of relaxed 
COVID restrictions falls in line 
with learning to live with the 
pandemic for the long haul.

Most notably, the new guid-
ance lifts quarantine requirements 

for those who have been exposed 
to COVID-19 without feeling 
symptoms and deemphasizes 
screening people with no COVID 
symptoms.

School protocols have also 
updated, with K-12 students who 
have been exposed to a case of 
COVID but have no symptoms 
themselves now able to remain 
in school, with masks recom-
mended. Gone is the wholesale 
testing requirement for merely 
being exposed to a case.

The CDC’s focus is moving 
to one of individuals taking 
greater responsibility for assess-
ing their own COVID risk and 
making decisions about how 
to manage that risk. The CDC 
has created an online tool called 
“Understanding Exposure Risks” 
that guides people through a 
series of basic questions with 
illustrations to help determine 
for each factor whether the risk is 
lower, moderate, or higher. Links 
are provided for what to do if a 

person determines they are at a 
higher risk of being exposed. The 
page can be found at https://www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
your-health/risks-exposure.html.

“We know what we can do 
to minimize our risk and how we 
can alter our health behaviors to 
minimize our risks,” Westbrook 
said. “We’re at the point where 
that’s really what we’re looking 
to our populations to do.”

Westbrook noted that there 
are additional systems in place 
for facilities such as schools, day 
care centers, and long-term care 
facilities to monitor and report 
possible exposures and COVID 
cases.

“We’re really focusing on 
key partners in the community 
including schools, long term care 
facilities, day cares, and congre-
gate care settings. That won’t 
change at all. We’re still really 
actively involved in consultation 
and infection control.”

Conflicting COVID data reflects changes in reporting
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

David Tomassoni
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 Editorial
Lock him up

Trump believes he’s above the law. 
America should prove otherwise

Letters from Readers

The moon speaks different names to different people

The same violent anti-gov-
ernment rhetoric that led to the 
1995 bombing of the Alfred 
P. Murrah federal building in 
Oklahoma City has made a 
disturbing return to America 
in the wake of the FBI’s recent 
execution of a search warrant 
on former President Donald 
Trump’s residence at Mar-a-
Lago. 

And  top Republican leaders 
in Congress and elsewhere 
appear willing to fan the flames, 
increasing the likelihood that 
more Americans will die. While 
most top Republicans stopped 
short of calling for violence, 
their incendiary rhetoric did 
nothing to quell the calls for 
violence from many other 
Trump supporters. FBI Director 
Christopher Wray was forced to 
address the issue, as some of the 
former president’s defenders 
were calling for everything 
from civil war to the assas-
sination of FBI officials and 
U.S. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland. 

There is certainly plenty 
of fault here that’s deserving 
of criticism— and 99 percent 
of it should be directed at 
Donald Trump. As has been 
widely reported by credible 
news sources, the execution of 
a search warrant came at the end 
of months of less drastic efforts 
by the Justice Department 
and the National Archives to 
recover boxes of documents, 
many of which were classi-
fied, which Trump appears to 
have removed illegally from 
the White House when he lost 
his bid for re-election. Trump, 
based on accounts from his own 
staff, has demonstrated open 
disdain for the Presidential 
Records Act as well as the 
need for secrecy as it relates 
to national security matters. 
Given that, there was very 
good reason to seek the return 
of the records that he removed 
in likely violation of federal 
law. While Trump did allow the 
National Archives to recover 
some documents earlier this 
year, sources with close access 
to the former president, indicat-
ed that many more documents 
remained at Mar-a-Lago. The 
Justice Department subpoenaed 
those records months ago, but 
Trump failed to respond. 

The irony is rich. Trump 
and his followers still chant 
“Lock Her Up” over Hillary 
Clinton’s much-less-egregious 
handling of potentially clas-
sifiable emails from her time 
as Secretary of State.  Trump 
roundly criticized the FBI back 
in 2016 for not prosecuting 
Clinton. Yet, here he is found 
with boxes full of highly clas-
sified material, including some 
with the highest classification 
of all, he left just sitting around 
in closets. 

Trump, of course, has 
never believed that laws apply 
to him. As he infamously 
stated, “I could shoot someone 

on Fifth Avenue and not lose 
any voters.” Sadly, Trump 
was probably right— and that 
speaks volumes about the 
people who still back the former 
president. 

Critics of the Mar-a-Lago 
search are right when they claim 
that the execution of a search 
warrant at the residence of a 
former president is unprece-
dented in American history. But 
that’s a reflection on Donald 
Trump and his unprecedented 
lawlessness rather than on the 
Justice Department. 

We don’t have to guess 
where the incendiary language 
used so cavalierly by Trump 
and his radical followers is 
likely to take this country. In 
the 1990s, in the wake of the 
deaths at Ruby Ridge and at the 
Branch Davidian compound in 
Waco, anti-government rhetoric 
culminated in the Oklahoma 
City bombing, led by Timothy 
McVeigh and Terry Nichols, 
two fanatics who would fit in 
perfectly with far too many of 
the former president’s support-
ers today. They killed 168 and 
wounded nearly 700 people, 
many of whom were children. 

We’ve already seen an 
attempted armed assault on an 
FBI office in Cincinnati by a 
heavily armed Trump supporter. 
If the tenor of the comments 
reported on many rightwing 
chat groups is any indication, 
we can expect more such vio-
lence and attempted violence 
in the days to come.

It is apparently too much to 
expect cooler heads to prevail 
in a political party as divorced 
from reality as today’s Trump-
addled GOP. Top Republican 
leaders have charged that 
President Biden has politi-
cized the Justice Department, 
yet it was Trump, in fact, 
who routinely tried to use the 
Justice Department to leverage 
investigations into his political 
opponents and, most egregious-
ly, to steal the 2020 election. 
The Biden White House, by 
contrast, stated unequivocally 
that they knew nothing about 
the Justice Department’s deci-
sions regarding the search of 
Mar-a-Lago and Trump and his 
GOP mouthpieces have exactly 
zero evidence to the contrary. 

Rather than urging a 
wait-and-see approach, top 
Republicans, like Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, were quick to 
charge, without evidence, that 
the Biden “regime” had weap-
onized the Justice Department 
and compared the situation to 
that of a “banana republic.”

It’s red meat, intended to 
delegitimize the current admin-
istration and stir up exactly 
the kind of extremism that’s 
become so apparent on social 
media in the wake of the Mar-
a-Lago search. DeSantis and 
others are playing with fire. 
They’re going to get people 
killed. 

 

For nearly two decades, 
city officials in Tower have 
sought to restore the Tower 
Harbor as a source of economic 
vitality for the city. It hasn’t 
been an easy road.

In 2015, after numerous 
attempts and multiple dis-
appointments working with 
developers (including a hotel 
chain), the Tower City Council 
and TEDA (one and the same 
at the time) put out a Request 
for Qualifications for the build-
ing of townhomes around the 
harbor.  Tower Harbor Shores, 
LLC (THS) was one of the 
respondents and was eventually 
awarded the contract in a ‘qua-
si-public-private’ development 
agreement.  

Development obstructions 
were abundant, including title 
issues with St. Louis County 
and, finally, a major pandem-
ic which caused substantial 
delays before the final assault 
on the city’s townhome plans— 
uncompromising construction 
cost increases caused by the 
overheated U.S. economy.

To  o v e r c o m e  t h e 
cost-of-construction challeng-
es, THS spent the past several 
months exploring numer-
ous alternative construction 
methods, as well as alternative 
development strategies. THS is 
currently prepared to present 
a revised plan using modular 
component construction (fac-
tory-ready) and is proposing 
that condominiums replace the 
townhome concept requested 
by the Tower City Council in 
2016.  The design, compati-
ble with modular component 
construction, has also been 
revised to represent historic 
Tower more appropriately with 
a look common to waterfront 
warehouse districts in northern 
Europe and Scandinavia, coun-
tries of ethnic origin for many 
Tower residents. 

On Aug. 4, Tower Harbor 
Shores leadership was prepared 
to make a presentation to TEDA 
on the well-developed alterna-
tive plan, to be constructed on 

the same platted ‘footprints’ 
already designated for the town 
home project.  Unfortunately, 
in a seemingly predetermined, 
orchestrated action planned 
by TEDA members, the THS 
agenda item was abruptly 
pulled from the agenda, and 
the THS representatives were 
not allowed to present.  There 
was no forewarning to the THS 
representatives other than a 
general animosity towards the 
THS team and the project.

After THS’ agenda item/
presentation was scratched, 
I spoke during public input, 
stating, among other things, 
that I seriously doubt that any 
other developer would have 
remained as dedicated to a 
project and to the commitment 
that they had made to the city 
than Tower Harbor Shores, 
LLC.  There have been six 
years of disappointments, yet 
THS now has a project plan 
that may well provide excep-
tional economic benefit for the 
city and for current and future 
businesses…. and a harbor 
complex for which Tower will 
be truly proud.  Unfortunately, 
I was interrupted by one of the 
TEDA board members, so I was 
not able to complete my public 
remarks.  Those of us associat-
ed with Tower Harbor Shores 
sincerely hope that fairness will 
prevail, and that the plan in 
which so much investment has 
already been made, including 
substantial architectural and 
engineering expense, will be 
taken seriously and considered 
as a viable and worthwhile 
addition to the city’s economic 
development.

Orlyn Kringstad
Project Manager
Tower Harbor Shores LLC

The  l egacy  o f  t he 
Enlightenment Period is the 
understanding that wholly 
on our own we can know, 
and in knowing, begin to 
understand, and in that under-
standing, choose wisely. 
This self-confidence came 
about with the exponential 

growth of the knowledge of 
science, and its increasingly 
full explanatory cycles of cause 
and effect. We have learned so 
much more about ourselves as 
a species. We understand much 
more fully now, where human-
ity came from and what it is. 
We are now entering a dawning 
era of existentialism, much dif-
ferent from the old existential-
ism of Kierkegaard and Sartre 
that gave complete autonomy to 
each individual. The new exis-
tentialism promotes the concept 
that only unified learning, uni-
versally shared, makes accurate 
foresight and wise thoughtful 
choice a reality. When we have 
unified enough pure knowl-
edge, we will understand who 
we are and why we are here. 
Those of us committed to the 
progressive journey of afford-
able health care for all, a living 
wage for everyone in America, 
free higher education for those 
who choose it, equal voting 
rights for everyone, and the 
elimination of money in poli-
tics, must never retire from our 
efforts. If we fail (which won’t 
happen) we will be forgiven. 
If we get lost, we will find 
another trail. For the moral 
imperative of our humanism 
is the journey alone, whether 
achieved or not, provided 
that the effort is honorable. 
The ancient Greeks wrote 
of the idea in a myth of high 
ambition. Daedalus flees from 
Crete with his son Icarus on 
wings he has created from 
feathers and wax. Icarus ignores 
the warnings of his father and 
flies toward the sun, whereup-
on his wings break up and he 
falls into the sea. That ends 
the life of Icarus in the myth. 
Was he just a foolish boy? Did 
he pay the price for his hubris, 
for pride in sight of the gods? 
We need to understand that 
his daring represents a saving 
human grace. Let us see how 
high we can fly before the sun 
melts the wax in our wings.

Tim Duff
Tonka Bay

Can fairness prevail in 
harbor development?

Thinking on our 
common enlightenment

Call me a spoil 
sport, a curmudgeon, a 
sour puss, a grump, call 
me whatever you’d 
like, but I really do get 
annoyed, and have for 
years, at the media’s 
seeming love affair 
with, of all things, the 
“names” of the moon.

In case you weren’t 
paying attention, and it 
was hard not to, we just 
experienced the last 

supermoon of the 
year, the Sturgeon 
moon.

Let’s tackle that 
first term, super-
moon, first. There 
literally wasn’t such 
a thing by name 
when I got my first 
(and only) telescope 
through the mail as a 
kid after ordering it 
from an ad in Boys’ 
Life magazine. The 

term hadn’t been coined yet there 
in the late 1960s. Astronomers 
talked about the moon’s orbit just 
like they did about the Earth’s 
orbit around the sun, being ellip-
tical and not circular in nature, 
and therefore having one point, 
apogee, when the moon’s orbit is 
farthest from earth, and another 
point, perigee, where it was 
closest. Frankly, I didn’t really 
care if it was apogee or perigee. 
It was just, “Oh, gee, the moon 
is full, where’s my telescope?!!”

It wasn’t until 1979, three 
years after I finished high school 
and probably six or seven years 
that my little telescope had been 
collecting dust in the attic, that 
astrologer Richard Nolle coined 
the term supermoon. Astrologer, 
not astronomer. Nolle decided 
that year that any time a new moon 
or full moon happens when the 
moon is within 90 percent of the 
moon’s perigee, about as close 
as it gets to Earth, it should be 
called a supermoon. Personally, 

I’d have preferred maximoon as 
a play on the word “maximum,” 
but of course Nolle didn’t bother 
to ask me.

Eventually, the term super-
moon caught on, but there was a 
slight problem when it came time 
to touting the next supermoon 
in the press. It was because of 
Nolle’s definition, which makes 
perfect sense when you think 
about it, included new moons. 
You know, the one’s you can’t 

DAVID
COLBURN

See MOON ..pg. 5
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!  

see? You’re probably not 
going to attract many 
readers with a headline 
that declares “Supermoon 
coming next Tuesday” 
that’s followed with a 
subhead of “Don’t bother 
looking, you can’t see it.” 
So, a term that wasn’t 
really necessary in the 
first place, as astronomy 
had survived quite well 
without the term since 
prehistoric times, became 
divorced from half of the 
events it was supposed 
to describe as the term 
supermoon was essentially 
whittled down to only full 
moons that could be seen. 
And if you happen to look 
straight up in the sky at a 
full moon at perigee, trust 
me, it doesn’t matter if it’s 
a supermoon or not – you 
won’t be able to tell the 
difference between that and 
any other full moon. Why? 
Because there’s nothing up 
there for you to compare the 
scale to. On the horizon as 
it comes up, perhaps you’ll 
notice a bit of difference if 
you’re attentive, but once 
that full moon gets up a bit 
in the sky.

And don’t expect to 
get one of those fabulously 
huge supermoon pics you 
see splashed all over the 
internet in the days follow-
ing a supermoon unless you 
happen to know the trick 
to getting them, and here 
it is. Get to a place where 
you have a clear view of 
objects on a distant horizon, 

and use a telephoto lens. 
Those distant buildings on 
the horizon, or those hills or 
whatever, will be magnified 
somewhat, but the moon 
will be even more so. If 
you just pull out your cell 
phone and snap shots on 
the regular settings, you’re 
going to get shots that look 
like a regular full moon, 
because that’s pretty much 
what a supermoon looks 
like to the naked eye – just 
another full moon.

And as for those “tra-
ditional Native American” 
names associated with full 
moons, like the Sturgeon 
moon? Yes, those frustrate 
me too, because the media 
pretty much depends on the 
Old Farmer’s Almanac, a 
nontraditional, non-Native 
resource, for those names. 
Yes, they’re actually based 
on traditional names, but 
ones that were used by 
specific tribes in specific 
regions. What they fail to 
do is to recognize the inti-
mate relationships between 
Native tribes and their 
natural settings, and how 
the moon has been used 
for centuries as an integral 
part of timekeeping and 
marking the flow of local 
change.

Frankly, it’s more of a 
wink to Native American 
cultures than a nod. The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac page 
describing the Sturgeon 
moon notes that the name 
is used “because the giant 
sturgeon of the Great Lakes 

and Lake Champlain were 
most readily caught during 
this part of the summer,” 
but doesn’t mention Native 
Americans as the source, 
let alone the Algonquin 
people whose observations 
of sturgeon populations at 
this time of year most likely 
gave rise to the association. 
But swarming sturgeon 
in August is of little rele-
vance to the vast majority 
of Native Americans who 
have never been depen-
dent on those monster 
fish for their life cycles. 
Tribes associated the cycle 
of full moons with the 
events occurring in their 
environment that were 
most relevant to them. 
For example, in the hot 
and humid August of the 
South, the Tunica tribe of 
Louisiana has traditional 
referred to this full moon 
as the Hot Moon. Nothing 
remotely fishy about that.

Indeed, right here 
among us, it would be 
more accurate to refer to 
the August full moon as  
Manoominike-giizis, the 
Ricing Moon, as it is called 
by the Ojibwe people of 
the region for whom the 
ripening and harvesting of 
wild rice is one of the pillars 
of their historic culture. 
That’s not to discount the 
large number of sturgeons 
to be found in Minnesota’s 
lakes and rivers, but the 
Ojibwe did not come here 
for the fish. Central to their 
great migration story was 

the prophecy that urged 
them to move west to the 
land where “food grows on 
water,” a clear reference to 
wild rice. 

If anything, I find that 
the glib pronouncement 
of a particular full moon 
that is given a “traditional 
Native American name” 
by a national media source 
looking for click-throughs 
on their website only serves 
to starkly highlight how 
divorced modern society 
has become from the co-ex-
istence we once shared 
with the land and the skies. 
Meanwhile, around the 
world in Sri Lanka, where 
each full moon is an official 
state holiday, Sri Lankan 
Buddhists just celebrated 
Nikini Poya. Full moons 
there have different names 
and meanings there than 
here, and no sturgeon to 
speak of.

So, yes, call me a spoil 
sport, a curmudgeon, a 
sour puss, a grump, call 
me whatever you’d like – 
I’ll hold onto my little pet 
peeve but not begrudge it 
if you keep on enjoying the 
supermoons as they come, 
and the names others give 
them. And if in so doing 
you take a few moments 
to marvel about your tiny 
little space in this vast, 
marvelous Universe, well, 
who really cares in that 
instant what anyone else 
calls the moon? Its name is 
whatever it speaks to you in 
that moment.

On Aug.4, I attend-
ed the Tower Economic 
Development Authority 
board meeting in Tower. I 
am an investor in the Tower 
Harbor Shores develop-
ment project which began 
in 2015. I experienced a 
level of rude and obstruc-
tionist behavior during 
that meeting. Rather than 
listening to the revised THS 
development plan, a calcu-
lated motion was made to 
strike the presentation from 
the agenda. A motion was 
later made to terminate the 
THS contractual agreement 
with TEDA and the city of 
Tower. I think it is a mis-
guided action that TEDA is 
pursuing. This is the second 
time I have witnessed such 
obstructionist behavior by 
members of this board. At 
a TEDA board meeting in 
October 2021, also review-
ing the THS development 
project, I witnessed some 

board members rolling 
their eyes, whispering 
and sharing smirks with 
one another. I left each 
of these meetings with a 
strong sense that there was 
a behind-the-scenes agenda 
by members of the board. 
An agenda to scuttle the 
THS development project. 

The history of this 
project has been fraught 
with many obstacles such 
as the transference of the 
property to THS for the 
development. And many 
hurdles have been over-
come over the years. It is 
my firm belief that now 
was not the time to cancel 
this project and disregard 
the progress made for the 
economic development of 
TOWER as a community.

My husband, Michael, 
and I invested in the THS 
project in the beginning as a 
wholehearted team. We saw 
the positive power of the 
development vision pro-
posed by the project. I now 
speak for both of us since he 
unexpectedly passed away 
in 2021. As visionaries we 

saw the value in developing 
opportunities in and for our 
small towns everywhere 
in America. It saddens 
and angers me to witness 
such cavalier dismissal 
of the THS project by the 
TEDA board after years of 
dedicated commitment and 
hard work. Those of us on 
the THS development team 
see the ways technology, 
open-minded citizens, and 
a problem-solving mindset 
could evolve to face the 
challenges facing small 
rural communities. 

The THS development 
project could be a beacon, 
an example of a community 
working together for the 
good of all. In addition, it 
could be an example for 
other evolving small rural 
towns and communities 
in our region. We are col-
lectively living in a time 
of upheaval, change and 
evolution. We as individ-
ual citizens, communi-
ties, schools, government, 
churches and institutions 
are experiencing these 
changes together. Changes 

to how we work, where we 
work, farming, information 
availability, energy sources, 
medical care delivery and 
so much more. Much of 
this change is enabled by 
technologies such as the 
Internet. Yet, what I see as 
the most powerful change 
agents are the members of 
a community, like Tower, 
working together to solve 
intractable problems coop-
eratively. This is a time 
ripe with opportunity and 
change—a time to take 
action, express ideas, and to 
grasp the enthusiasm pos-
sible by working together.

Finally, I have the priv-
ilege of being a decades-
long friend of the THS 
project leader, Orlyn 
Kringstad and his wife 
Marit. Orlyn and Marit are 
friends I know personally, 
in business, professionally 
and as people to be counted 
on. They bring the utmost 
integrity to whatever cir-
cumstance they encounter.  

Marjory Johnson
Wood
Biwabik

The current state of the 
Republican party can be 
summed up in a nutshell 
by comparing two current 
Congresswomen (at least 
one soon to be gone): 
Liz Cheney and Marjorie 
Taylor Greene.

The first - Liz Cheney 
f r o m  Wy o m i n g ,  a n 
ultra-conservative who 
voted with Trump over 90 
percent of the time, who 
earned a steady ‘A’ rating 
from the N.R.A., but who, 
after Jan. 6, saw Trump for 
who he truly is, saw clearly 
the danger he represents, 
and had the courage to act 
on that new-found clarity.

The second- Marjorie 
Taylor Greene, the igno-
rant embarrassment from 
Georgia, the certifiable 
nutjob and conspiracy 
theorist so radical she 

is despised and shunned 
by many of her fellow 
Republicans, a woman 
with a fraction of the intel-
lect and moral courage of 
Cheney, a woman for whom 
Donald Trump walks on 
water.

The fact that Greene 
polls higher than Cheney 
among the Republican 
faithful tells us all we 
need to know about the sad 
current state of the G.O.P.

My dad was a lifelong 
Republican, a mostly mod-
erate one, to be sure (back 
when there WAS such a 
thing), but a Republican 
nonetheless. If he were 
alive today, I have no doubt 
he’d be so distraught over 
what’s happened to his 
beloved party, he wouldn’t 
even want to talk about it. 
Imagine what Abraham 
Lincoln would think.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

TEDA taking a 
cavalier approach on 
harbor development

What happened 
to the Party of 
Lincoln?

resources, economic development 
and education. Through it all, 
Tomassoni was known as a legislator 
who would put partisan politics aside 
to achieve legislation to benefit his 
constituents and all of Minnesota. 
Having represented the DFL for 
most of his career, he and Bakk left 
the party before the 2021 legislative 
session to form an independent 
caucus that they believed better 
positioned themselves to have more 
influence in the Senate.

Last Friday, tributes to Tomassoni 
poured in from across the political 
spectrum.

“David was a champion for his 
constituents, the Iron Range, and all 
of Minnesota,” Gov. Tim Walz said, 
noting the recent ALS legislation as 
a key achievement. “His legacy will 
continue to help people in Minnesota 
for generations.”

Minnesota DFL Party Chair Ken 
Martin said Tomassoni’s “boundless 
courage and wisdom will be missed.”

Minnesota Republican Party 
Chair David Hann, a former Senate 
colleague of Tomassoni’s, called him 
gracious and passionate.

“I remember him as a man with 

a great sense of humor, rare in the 
political atmosphere of the state 
Senate, and a political opponent 
who never let policy arguments 
detract from his natural kindness 
and generosity of spirit,” Hann said 
in a written statement.

State Sen. Karin Housley, 
R-Stillwater, described Tomassoni as 
part of a special class of lawmakers 
who valued collaboration over public 
attention.

“They could get anything done 
they wanted to get done. And they 
never did it by throwing bombs. They 
worked across the aisle. They formed 
relationships. You would toast a 
glass of wine and he’d always have 
his cheese boards out in his office,” 
she recalled. “That’s how Senator 
Tomassoni got things done and never, 
never had one enemy along the way, 
only friends.”

Eighth District Congressman 
Pete Stauber said, “There was no 
better champion for Minnesota and 
the Iron Range than David. His 
tireless work and dynamic person-
ality will be greatly missed in the 
Northland.”

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar 

quoted Tomassoni’s own words in 
tribute to his accomplishments.

“There may be no better example 
of David’s dedication to public 
service than the letter he shared with 
his constituents following his ALS 
diagnosis,” Klobuchar said. “He 
wrote, ‘I give you my word that my 
brain and my body will continue to 
represent you with the same passion 
and vigor I’ve tried to give in the 
past.’ Even through the greatest 
battle of his life, David lived up to 
his promise to serve. I will miss his 
good humor and the twinkle in his 
eye. I will miss his funny texts and 
phone calls. Like his family, I find 
solace in knowing he fought the good 
fight and will now be at peace.”

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
scheduled for 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 19, at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Chisholm, after which 
Tomassoni was to be interred at 
Chisholm Cemetery in private 
services. Visitation was to be at the 
church on Thursday, Aug. 18 from 
5-7 p.m. and for one hour preceding 
Friday’s service.

Minnesota Public Radio con-
tributed to this report.

REGIONAL- St. Louis 
County election officials 
were scheduled to do a 
partial ballot recount on 
Thursday morning of votes 
cast in St. Louis County 
Sherriff’s race in several 
Duluth precincts at the 
request of third-place fin-
isher Chad Walsh.

County Elect ions 
Supervisor Phil Chapman 
announced the official 
discretionary recount on 
Tuesday afternoon, and 
later confirmed for the 
Timberjay that it was Walsh 
who requested it. Walsh is 
responsible for paying all 
costs associated with the 
recount, Chapman said.

Former Duluth Police 
Chief Gordon Ramsay fin-
ished first in the nonpartisan 
countywide contest with 
40 percent of the vote, 
followed by Undersheriff 
Jason Lukovsky with 33 
percent, with both qual-
ifying to move on to the 
Nov. 8 general election. 
Walsh, who called himself 
“a constitutional sheriff,” 

a controversial right-wing 
theory that suggests sheriffs 
are the ultimate authorities 
in their counties, finished 
third in the race with 26 
percent.

As expected, Duluth 
went strongly for Ramsay, 
who won 32 of the city’s 33 
precincts, while Walsh fin-
ished last in all 33 precincts.

Of the three precincts 
selected by Walsh for the 
recount, Ramsay enjoyed 
the biggest edge in the 
eighth precinct, where 
716 ballots were cast. 
Ramsay took 71.1 percent  
to Lukovsky’s 19.8 percent 
and Walsh’s 9.1 percent.

Walsh performed the 
best in the 860-vote sixth 
precinct, but still only 
picked up 14.3 percent of 
the vote. Ramsay placed 
first in the precinct with 
54.4 percent and Lukovsky 
finished with 31.3 percent.

In Duluth’s third pre-
cinct, the final one to be 
recounted, Ramsay won 
with 57.4 percent of the 690 
ballots cast. Lukovsky took 
33.8 percent of the vote, and 
Walsh tallied the remaining 
8.8 percent.

Walsh asks for partial 
recount in sheriff’s race
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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TOWER- The filing 
period for the upcoming 
November 8 election for 
the Tower City Coun-
cil closed on Tuesday, 
Aug.16. There are four 

openings on the council:
 Mayor Dave Set-

terberg, who was ap-
pointed to the seat after 
the resignation of Orlyn 
Kringstad is the only one 

who filed for the four-
year mayor seat. Setter-
berg had previously been 
elected to the city council.

 Joe Morin and 
Robert Anderson, both 

currently members of the 
council, have filed for the 
two open four-year seats. 
Anderson was recent ap-
pointed to fill the vacancy 
from the death of long-
time council member 
Sheldon Majerle.

 Tom Suihkonen 
and Joshua Zika have 

both filed for the single 
open two-year seat. Suih-
konen was appointed to 
fill the seat held by Set-
terberg, when he was ap-
pointed as mayor.

Immanuel hosting 
free community 
meal, live music, 
on Wednesday

TOWER- Come over 
to enjoy a FREE meal 
on Wednesday, Aug. 24 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Tower. There 
will be grilled burgers and 
brats, plus all the fixings. 
Steve Solkela and his one-
man band will be playing 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Food 
will be served from 4 - 6 
p.m. To-go meals will also 
be available.

This is the beginning 

of a free monthly commu-
nity meal which will be 
served the last Wednesday 
of each month. It is open 
to all and free.

St. Martin’s annual 
rummage sale on 
Saturday, Aug. 20

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church in Tow-
er will host a rummage 
sale on Saturday, Aug. 20 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
in the church social hall.  
Due to the great response 
in the past, we will once 
again offer “early bird 

shopping” at 8 a.m.; the 
cost is $5.  In addition to 
the rummage sale, coffee 
and caramel rolls will be 
available for purchase, 
and a 50/50 cash draw-
ing will be held; tickets 
for the cash drawing are 
$1 and the winner will be 
announced at 12:45 p.m.  
Hope to see you there.

Popular music 
concert at LVCC on 
Aug. 24

TOWER- The Lake 
Vermilion Cultural Cen-
ter will host a free concert 
on Wednesday, Aug. 24 
at 6:30 p.m. The concert 
will feature an octet of 
Range-area singers in-
cluding Linda and Ryan 
Bajan. They will be fea-
turing songs from the 50s 
to the current day.

A free will donation 
will be taken to help sup-
port the renovation project 
at the cultural center.
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Week of Aug. 22
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Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Sept. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

1800s TECH

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Fridays 
4-6 PM

at the 
Train Depot

in Tower

Old-fashioned photography in the wild

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SUMMER FUN AND LEARNING

Five file for the four open seats on the Tower City Council

Come help 
paint the train

TOWER- Volunteers 
are needed to help with 
touch-up painting on the 
Passenger Coach Car 81 
at the Tower Train Depot 
Museum.  

Plans are to do the 
work on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday afternoons 
from 1 - 4 p.m., on Aug. 
19-21; and if needed on 
Aug. 26-28.  Doug Work-
man is the project leader 
and can be contacted at 
218-404-3331; or contact 
Nancy Larson at 218-750-
7514 or Linda Folstad at 
218-750-0193.  Please 
join us in keeping the train 
cars looking good.

Coach 81 had a 
seating capacity of 84 and 
was in service from 1912 
to 1953 hauling mail and 
people, pets and luggage 
from Duluth and Two 
Harbors to Tower and Ely.  
Coach 81 was donated to 
the city in 1962.  Coach 
81 especially needs some 
sanding, priming, and 
painting.  TSHS is asking 
community members to 
volunteer to help.  TSHS 
has protective masks, all 
equipment and paint, but 
an extra ladder or two are 
needed.  

The Tower-Soudan 
Historical Society led the 
restoration of all the train 
cars between 2009-2015 
through the support of 
local resident donations, 
grants, and community 
volunteers.  Coach 81, 
Engine 1218, the Man 
Car, and Caboose are now 
all open to the public.  
Residents and visitors who 
visit our area love the train 
cars.  Coach 81 is avail-
able for rent for parties, 
reunions, and meetings.

TOWER- Chris Olsen, and his 
Dagnabbit Studio, brought his wet 
plate photography portable dark-
room to the Tower Farmers Market 
the same day the Pickup Truck 
Opera performed earlier this month. 
He produced photographs both 
during and after the show. While 
his daughter Louisa May manned 
the old-fashioned wooden camera, 
Olsen worked on the sidewalk by 
the depot, with his head under a 
black hood, to develop the plates 
and prepare the prints. The plates, 
once finished, are immediately var-
nished to preserve the images.

Olson uses technology first 
invented in the mid-1800s to make 
one-of-a-kind metal-plate photo-
graphic images. The camera is a 
reproduction of an 1860s Antho-
ny-style camera using a French 
1850s petzval portrait lens.

Olson and his family have a 
cabin in Vermilion Lake Township 
and like to visit the area in the sum-

mer. Olson demonstrates the wet 
plate process at fairs and events, 
and does sell some of his prints, 
but just enough, he said, to fund his 
hobby.

Olson works at the National 
Accelerator Laboratory in Illinois, 
and he worked on the MINOS proj-
ect in Soudan. Their family lives 
outside of Chicago.

The first authenticated image 
of Abraham Lincoln was a da-
guerreotype of him as U.S. Con-
gressman-elect in 1846, attributed 
to Nicholas H. Shepard.

Above left: Chris Olsen 
prepares to duck under a 
heavy cover to develop a 
photographic plate. Above 
right: A photographic image 
comes to life, and a selection 
of the tools he uses for this 
historical photographic tech-
nique. Right: Louisa May Olsen 
gets ready to take a photo. 
photos by J. Summit

Vacation Bible School fun...
Immanuel Lutheran and St. James Presbyterian jointly sponsored VBS 
in Tower earlier this month. Earlier this summer, St. Paul’s Lutheran and 
Soudan Baptist held their VBS in Soudan. photos by T. Trucano



Schurke earns 
landscape archi-
tecture degree 
from Harvard

B O S T O N -  B e r i t 
Schurke, daughter of Susan 
and Paul Schurke with 
Ely’s Wintergreen com-
panies, received a Master 
of Landscape Architecture 
degree this spring from 
Harvard  Univers i ty . 
Recently she joined the 
design team at Mikyoung 

Kim Design, of Boston, 
which was just recognized 
as the nation’s “Landscape 
Architecture Firm of the 
Year.” Berit, a 2012 gradu-
ate of Ely High School and 
2016 graduate of Carleton 
College, also received 
Harva rd ’ s  e s t eemed 
Penny White Award for 
her Masters thesis which 
proposed an Arctic Coastal 
Adaptation Strategy for 
global warming. The grant 
will take her on a study 
visit to the Bering Strait 
where coastal erosion from 
climate change threatens 
habitat options for the 
Pacific walrus population. 

McKenna Coughlin 
honored at Utah

SALT LAKE CITY, 
Utah- Mckenna Rose 
Coughlin, of Ely, was 
named to the University of 
Utah’s Spring 2022 Dean’s 

List.
Coughlin, whose major 

is listed as Engineering BS, 
was among more than 
8,900 students named to the 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List at 
the U. To qualify, students 
must earn a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher in at least 12 graded 
credit hours during any one 
term.

Anna Nelson 
honored at St. Olaf

NORTHFIELD – 
Anna Nelson, of Ely, was 
named to the St. Olaf 
College dean’s list for 
the spring 2022 semester.  
The dean’s list recognizes 
students with a semester 
grade point average of 3.75 
or higher on a 4-point scale.

Nelson, the daughter of 
Jeffery and Marja Nelson 
is studying for a nursing 
degree at St. Olaf.

Local students 
graduate from BSU

BEMIDJI - Three Ely 
students earned degrees 
f rom Bemid j i  S ta te 
University in Bemidji 
during the 2021-2022 
school year.
 Ryne Prigge, bach-

elor of science degree in 
nursing.
 Jacqueline Taylor, 

bachelor of science degree 
in accounting.
 Anna Urbas, associ-

ate of arts degree in liberal 
education.

BSU offers world-class 
education in arts, sciences 
and select pre-professional 
programs. Bemidji State’s 
4,750 students can pursue 
degrees in 70 undergradu-
ate areas of study and nine 
graduate programs. 

Montana graduates 
from UW-Madison

MADISON, Wis.- 
About 7,700 students 
received degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison in May, including 
Thomas Montana, of Ely, 
who earned a Bachelor of 
Science, Microbiology from 
the College of Agricultural 
and Life Science.

Zach Linkous 
honored at 
Hamline

ST. PAUL - Zach 
Linkous, of Ely, was named 
to the Hamline University 
Dean’s List for the Spring 
2022 term. Linkous was 
among 471 students to 
make the College of Liberal 
Arts Dean’s List this semes-
ter.

ELY – Did you know that 
there is a trend of people in their 
30s, 40s, and 50s moving to rural 
areas, and Minnesota is a leader in 
this trend? Folks on the move are 
looking to relocate to a welcoming 
and vibrant community, and Ely 
is just that.

Boundary Waters Connect is 
forming a “Welcome Neighbor” 
program in this community, and 
organizers are seeking new and 
established residents with an inter-
est in welcoming new folks to the 
end of the road.

Lacey Squier, manager of 
Boundary Waters Connect, said 
that in developing the “Welcome 
Neighbor” program such activities 
for new residents could include:
 Receiving a gift bag of 

goods and messages from Ely-area 
businesses and organizations. 

 Introducing themselves to 
the community through a semi-reg-
ular “Meet New Elyites” edition 
of the Tuesday Group gathering.
 Becoming acquainted with 

an established Elyite via meetings 
facilitated by Boundary Waters 
Connect staff and volunteers, 
and made possible by their broad 
network of Ely-area residents.
 Attending semi-regular New 

Resident Socials. The next such 
event is scheduled for Wednesday, 
Sept. 14 from 5-7 p.m. in Society 
Hall above Northern Grounds.

“Additionally, we are explor-
ing ways to better serve ‘younger’ 
folks in our community,” Squier 
said. “We know that community 
elders really appreciate the weekly 
Tuesday Group gathering at the 
Grand Ely Lodge, and we would 
like to offer similar activities to 
those who are not able to attend 
Tuesday Group.”

Boundary Waters Connect 
hosted a focus group on these 

topics this week. “Focus Group 
participants helped us understand 
what else would be essential to 
welcoming new residents to our 
community,” she said. Squier said 
she hoped that focus group partic-
ipants talked about such topics as 
kinds of information that could be 
available online for prospective 
new residents, and content that 
would be helpful on social media.

She also implored Ely busi-
nesses and organizations to donate 
items to be added to gift bags being 
developed for new residents. “Or, 
in lieu of a gift, perhaps a business 
or organization would like to offer 
a discount especially designed for 
new residents,” Squier said.

“Although we can’t antici-
pate exactly how many Welcome 
Neighbor gift bags will be needed 
each year, we will start by com-
piling 30 bags (one per family).”

Squier added, “Another option 
is to submit a special message of 
welcome for new residents. I invite 

businesses to create their own ad 
designed for this purpose, but 
would be happy to help with this 
process if it is a barrier. She noted 
that Boundary Waters Connect 
consulted with the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce about this program 
concept, and the organization 
received the Chamber’s support 
to move forward with this program 
and to reach out directly to busi-
nesses. 

“This is an ongoing oppor-
tunity, as we know new folks are 
arriving all the time,” Squier said. 
She said she was hoping to get this 
program off the ground as soon as 
possible and asked for businesses 
and organizations to indicate their 
interest in participating by Aug. 31.

For more information, contact 
Squier via email, lacey@neminne-
sotansforwilderness.org, or call/
text to 218-216-9141. 

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is canceled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Wellbeing Development, 
41 E Camp St, Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
Study materials and pre-
test available. Call 218-
365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living. 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital. 
Conference Room B.

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            10 am-6 pm
Tuesday           10 am-6 pm
Wednesday      10 am-6 pm
Thursday          10 am-6 pm
Friday              10 am-6 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2022

BOUNDARY WATERS CONNECT

garden offerings
canning preparation starts

ready for winter
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Higher Education

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

WORSHIPING TOGETHER

GARDEN PARTY

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an oppor-
tunity to order lunch. For 
those interested in being a 
host, or who have a speaker 
sugges t ion ,  con tac t 
Lacey Squier by email 
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at 
218-216-9141.
 Aug. 23: Canoeing 

Canada’s Arctic Rivers: 
Albany, Churchill, Winisk, 
Back, South Nahanni, and 
Alsek with Bill Rom.
 Aug. 30: Invitation 

to meet Grant Hauschild, 
running for MN Senate 
District 3. 
 Sept. 6: Science 

Solutions: Understanding 
A l g a e  B l o o m s  i n 
Minnesota’s Most Pristine 
Waters with the Science 
Museum of Minnesota.

In Brief
Welcome Neighbor program launches in Ely

Ely churches gather at Semer’s Park for ecumenical service

Ely’s Gardner Trust celebrates arts in the garden

ELY- Four Ely-area churches gathered at Semer’s 
Beach last Sunday to celebrate an annual ecumenical 
“Worship by the Lake” service. Approximately 140 
local residents and guests enjoyed a lakeside service 
of worship and a fellowship picnic topped off by blue 
skies and sparkling calm waters. 

Leading the service were, from left, Pastor Mary Groeninger of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, Pastor Craig Haberman of First United Methodist, 
Pastor Corey Larsen of First Presbyterian Church, and Pastor Eric Thiele 
of Grace Lutheran Church. submitted photos

ELY – A 1916 painting by artist Frederick 
Frieseke, titled, “Breakfast in the Garden,” 
continues to reap benefits for the support and 
nurturing of the arts in this community, and 
the 32nd annual celebration of the Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust was held earlier this 
month. 

“Breakfast in the Garden” was donated 
to the city of Ely by Donald Gardner in 1945. 
In 1989, the painting was sold for $510,000 
and the city of Ely established the Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust for the enhancement, 
growth and improvement of the arts in the city 
of Ely. Since 1989, the Trust has awarded more 
than $850,000 to support the arts and artists in 
the Ely community.

Families gathered at the Ely Community 
Resource’s children’s garden on Aug. 6 to par-
ticipate in art projects and fellowship to support 
the arts.

The purpose of the Trust shall be for the 
enhancement, growth and improvement of: 1. 
The Ely Public Library, 2. The arts and artisans 
of Ely and surrounding area, to include the 
performing arts, the visual arts and literature, 3. 
The creating and funding of scholarships, edu-
cational and artistic grants, 4. The cultural and 
aesthetic environment of the City of Ely and its 
surrounding area.

Above: Emma Leider-Bilda decorated 
a stone while attending the recent 
Breakfast in the Garden celebration at 
the ECR Children’s Garden. 

Right: Ivy Ohlhauser made a birthday 
card for her mother, Beth, who is the 
new executive director of the Gardner 
Trust. photos by K. Vandervort



FIELD TWP – 
From the days when his 
great-grandfather estab-
lished a homestead in 
Cook, and through nu-
merous configurations and 
locations in the ensuing 
years, Jeff Pearson’s fami-
ly has been farming.

Jeff is the latest sci-
on to inherit the family 
calling, taking over the 
responsibility for the Rice 
River Holsteins operation 
from his parents Marvin 
and Peggy, who bought 
the Field Township farm 
west of Angora over 50 
years ago from Marvin’s 
father.

The farm is one of 
only four dairy farms left 
in St. Louis County, but 
Jeff Pearson can’t see 
himself being anywhere 
else but there, raising three 
daughters in the beautiful 
countryside with his wife, 
Lisha, tending to a herd of 
80 Holstein milking cows 
and about 220 beef cattle, 
a place where an eight-
hour day could almost 
feel like a day off if it ever 
happened to come around. 

But while Holsteins 
are plentiful, Jeff knows 
that small dairy farms 
like his are an endangered 
species. Nearly 20,000 li-
censed dairy farms have 
disappeared nationally 
over the past decade, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 
About 1,000 of Minneso-
ta’s licensed dairy farms 
have closed up shop since 
2017. Low prices are a 
primary culprit, with high 
labor and feed costs and 
rising transportation costs 
among many other factors 
threatening dairy farmers.

The challenges ha-
ven’t gone unnoticed by 
Eighth District U.S House 
of Representatives can-
didate Jen Schultz, the 
DFL opponent seeking 
to defeat Republican in-
cumbent Pete Stauber in 
the November general 
election. Shultz visited 
Rice River Holsteins on 
Tuesday to learn about the 
dairy operation, listen to 
the Pearsons’ challenges 
and concerns, and to in-
form her thoughts on what 
kind of federal assistance 
would be helpful should 
she find herself in Con-
gress next year.

The conversations 
began outdoors under a 
towering silo and cloudy 
skies, overlooking a 
meadowed portion of the 
360-acre plot to the east 
where steers were grazing. 

Schultz dove right in.
“What sort of issues 

are you facing that the 
federal government can 
help you with” she asked. 

Jeff and Peggy both 
said that the 2018 Farm 
Bill shepherded by Min-
nesota Seventh District 
Rep. Collin Peterson had 
been helpful with the in-
clusion of a “safety net” 
program for dairy farmers.

“That really, really 
helped,” Peggy said.

The Pearsons sell their 
milk to the Burnett Dairy 
Cooperative in Grants-
burg, Wisconsin, which 
turns it into artisan chees-
es. One factor in choosing 
Burnett is that there aren’t 
any readily accessible bot-
tling operations in the area 
any more, and setting up 
their own bottling system 
or paying to transport it 
to a bottling plant south 
of the Twin Cities aren’t 
cost-effective options.

“We used to ship to 
AMPI. They sold that bot-
tling plant in Duluth and 
closed it down,” Peggy 
said.

Burnett sends a truck 
multiple times a week 
to collect what the cows 
have produced, but the 
Pearsons also had to spend 
about $30,000 on a large 
holding tank to accommo-
date the arrangement.

Schultz asked how 
increased fuel prices have 
affected transportation 
costs.

“They haven’t raised 
it too much yet, but it’s 
coming,” Jeff said. 

There’s another dairy 
farm near Cherry that also 
sells to Burnett, and the 
question came up about 
what would happen to 
Rice River Holsteins if 
that farm went out of busi-
ness.

“I’ve been told that as 
long as we can fill a half 
a tanker load, they’ll keep 
coming,” Jeff said.

And what would hap-
pen if the Pearsons had to 
transport the milk them-
selves?

“We’d be done,” Jeff 
said.

The problem, Peggy 
said, is that there are few-
er and fewer dairy farms 
in the region to make up 
a route.

“Like Itasca County, 
there’s not a dairy farm in 
Itasca County anymore,” 
she said. “There’s not a 
dairy farm left in Ano-
ka County. And I don’t 
think there’s one in Aitkin 
County.”

Bigger dairy farms 
in other areas of the state 
also threaten smaller oper-

ations, Jeff said. 
“Bigger ones are get-

ting built around the Will-
mar area,” he said. “I was 
down there this spring and 
there’s huge new barns 
built all over there.”

Schultz asked if the 
Pearsons had ever tried 
to transition to producing 
organic milk, which can 
command higher prices, 
but Jeff explained that 
the costs for getting cer-
tified as an organic pro-
ducer, the need to shift to 
higher-cost organic feed 
that they would have to 
buy instead of growing 
their own as they do now, 
and having to again deal 
with a bottling operation 
weighed heavily against 
such a move.

At one point, Schultz 
asked for feedback about 
Stauber’s help with dairy 
farming issues.

“Has your current 
Congressperson, Pete 
Stauber, helped in any 

way the last four years?” 
she said.

“All he is is a ‘no’ 
vote,” Jeff said.

“He’s voting no on 
everything,” Peggy said.

Schultz pointed out 
that the Farm Bill will 
be coming up again next 
year, and said that makes 
the upcoming election 
“vital for local farmers.”

As a light rain began 
falling, the group moved 
inside with the cows in the 
milking barn. They had to 
talk over the roar of blow-
ing fans that were keeping 
the cows cool, but no one 
seemed to mind. Schul-
tz talked with the group 
for the better part of two 
hours, with the conversa-
tions branching out from 
dairy farming to anything 
from tales of her own 
childhood experiences on 
her grandparents’ farm to 
broader agricultural issues 
and even discussion of the 
news of the day.

By the end of the 
visit, the four-term Min-
nesota House legislator 
indicated that she’d heard 
a wealth of valuable infor-
mation, which is just what 
she came for.

“I’m trying to learn as 
much about the district as 
I can,” she said. “I want 
to learn about the barriers 
our farmers are facing and 
how we can make sure our 
local farmers are thriving.” 
Schultz said she’s seen a 
huge movement among 

people trying to get back 
to the land and have local 
food, a movement she is 
supportive of.

“I think it’s healthi-
er for our state if we can 
invest in family farmers 
and have a strong, secure 
food supply,” she said. 
“So I think we need to 
reinvest in farming in the 
U.S., to expand and diver-
sity. That’s one way small 
farmers can thrive when 
they can get higher prices 
for that material.”

Church to serve 
brats for monthly 
free meal Aug. 25

COOK- The free 
monthly community meal 
coming up at Trinity Lu-
theran Church on Thurs-
day, Aug. 25 from 4-6 
p.m. will feature a local 
favorite, Zup’s brats, as 
the main entrée. It comes 
with beans, chips, and 
dessert, and will be served 
drive-through in the 
church parking lot. As al-
ways, the public is invited.

Walker to play 
Aug. 24 park gig

COOK- Contempo-
rary country and origi-
nal tunes are on tap for 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 at the 
Cook City Park on River 
St. when “Robert Walk-
er Outlaw Country Mu-
sic” takes the gazebo stage 
for the next edition of the 
Music in the Park summer 
music series. The concert 
begins at 6 p.m.

St. Paul’s (Alango) 
Lutheran Church will be 
selling food and refresh-
ments.  

In case of rain the 
concert will move to the 
Cook VFW  near the park.  

Veterans park 
project gets $25K 
from county board

COOK- The quest 
to pave the parking lot at 
Veterans Riverfront Park 
got a huge boost on Aug. 9 
when the St. Louis County 
Board of Commissioners 
approved the use of up to 
$25,000 for the project.

The award to Cook 
Friends of the Parks comes 
from county economic de-
velopment funds and was 
approved unanimously as 
part of the board’s consent 
agenda.

A GoFundMe cam-
paign started in June 
sought to raise $50,000 
for the project, so the 
commitment by the coun-
ty will get the organization 

halfway to their goal. The 
Friends of the Parks con-
tinues to seek additional 
support to finish the park 
project.

NWFA preps for 
annual garage sale 
fundraiser

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts invites 
donations of art and col-
lectibles for the organiza-
tions annual end-of-the-
summer fundraiser garage 
sale on Saturday, Sept. 3 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
NWFA Gallery in Cook.

Donations would be 
appreciated and should 
be delivered to the gal-
lery between Wednesday, 
Aug. 31 and Friday, Sept. 
2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This popular annual 
event has always featured 
many unique one-of-a-
kind items that can’t be 
found at just any regular 
garage sale. Shop in ga-
rage-sale style for “new to 
you” decorations and art 

at 210 S River St.
This is a fundraiser 

that will help NWFA con-
tinue its work of inspiring, 
nurturing and celebrating 
the arts for the communi-
ty.

The NWFA Gal-
lery exhibits and sells 
for about 30 artists. It is 
open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, and 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. on Saturdays. 

Watercolor artist 
to present two-day 
workshop in Cook

COOK- Award-win-
ning artist Mary Beth 
Downs will be the instruc-
tor for a two-day water-
color painting workshop 
offered Sept. 29-30 by 
Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts in Cook.

“Playing With Value, 
Texture and  Design”  will 
take place at the Cook 
Community Center from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, Sept. 29-30.

The workshop will fo-
cus on planning a success-
ful painting using design 
elements. There will be 
demonstrations to guide 
all levels of students in 
this approach. 

Downs began study-
ing fine art in 1975 and 
graduated with honors 
from UMD with a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree 
in 1994. She teaches at 
her Duluth studio, The 
Art Cellar, and is a fre-
quent workship presenter 
around the region.

For more information 
or to register for the work-
shop, call Alberta Whit-

enack at 218-666-2153 
or contact Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts,  PO 
Box 44, Cook MN.  Vis-
it the NWFA web page 
at www.http://nwfamn.
org or email nwfamn.
org@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Read It
HERE

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Read us online at
www.timberjay.com
check out our e-edition
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Dairy farm hosts Congressional candidate visit Tuesday
DFL's Schultz schooled in the challenges of operation from Pearsons

Above: Jen Schultz, the DFL candidate for the 
Eighth District U.S. House of Representatives 
seat in the upcoming November election, listens 
carefully as Rice River Holsteins owner Jeff 
Pearson describes his dairy farm operation. Rice 
River Hosteins is one of only four dairy farms 
remaining in St. Louis County.

MIddle right: Among the 80 Holstein cows the 
Pearsons use in their dairy operation, one of 
them strike a classic picture pose. Right now the 
cows are kept in the barn during the day with 
cooling fans and turned out in the evening to 
spend the night in the pasture.

Bottom right: Cloudy skies that threatened rain 
didn't deter Schultz from carrying the discussion 
outdoors by the farm's towering grain silo.
    photos by D. Colburn
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LTD...Continued from page 1

up to ten years to install the 
RDOF-subsidized tracts it 
was awarded.

But while other suc-
cessful bidders started 
receiving money from 
the FCC last year, LTD 
stumbled through a series 
of miscues in its applica-
tions to various states to be 
designated an “eligible tele-
communications carrier,” a 
prerequisite for the FCC to 
disburse the awarded funds. 

LTD failed to obtain the 
designation in Oklahoma 
and Kansas because they 
didn’t meet those state’s 
deadlines, and requests 
to the FCC to extend 
its own deadlines for its 
applications in California, 
Iowa, Nebraska, and North 
Dakota. According to FCC 
rules, these represented 
defaults that made LTD 
ineligible to receive any 
funds for development in 
those states.

The company was 
dealt another blow when 
South Dakota’s Utilities 
Commission rejected 
LTD’s application outright, 
citing serious concerns 
about their ability to make 
good on their plans there.

LTD gained the ETC 
designation it needed for 
Minnesota last year, but 
in May the Minnesota 
Telecom Alliance and 
Minnesota Rural Electric 
Association petitioned the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission to revoke that 
status, citing LTD’s failures 
in other states.  In July, the 
MPUC agreed to open an 
investigation that could 
have resulted in revoking 
LTD’s designation. MPUC 
noted at the time that there 
was no information indi-
cating when the FCC might 
take action on LTD’s long-
form application.

That investigation 
became moot after last 
week’s FCC action, which 
also stripped another 
top-ten bidder, Elon Musk’s 
Starlink satellite-based 
broadband network, of its 
RDOF winnings.

“Consumers deserve 
reliable and affordable 

high-speed broadband,” 
said FCC Chairwoman 
Jessica Rosenworcel in a 
press release announcing 
the rejections.  “We must 
put scarce universal service 
dollars to their best possi-
ble use as we move into a 
digital future that demands 
ever more powerful and 
faster networks.  We cannot 
afford to subsidize ventures 
that are not delivering the 
promised speeds or are 
not likely to meet program 
requirements.”

The release went on 
to say that the FCC review 
concluded that LTD “was 
not reasonably capable 
of deploying a network 
of the scope, scale, and 
size required by LTD’s 
extensive winning bids.”

Funds forfeited by 
the two companies will 
be redesignated for a 
future FCC auction, 
and it’s uncertain how 
much, if any, of the $311 
million award to LTD for 
Minnesota will return to 
the state through a future 
unknown bidder.

LTD’s demise may 

well turn into gain for 
numerous projects around 
the state that have funding 
applications in for some 
of the tracts once blocked 
by the company’s now 
defunct RDOF award. 
Given the prolonged 
period of time taken by 
the FCC to consider LTD’s 
long-form application, 
the Minnesota Border-
to-Border program began 
accepting applications for 
state funding for those 
projects. If LTD had 

received RDOF funding, 
those applications would 
have been voided, but now 
they can be considered.

An example of a North 
Country location that 
could benefit from new 
funding opportunities is 
Cook. Installation of a 
state-assisted broadband 
network by Paul Bunyan 
Communications for the 
community may get under-
way in the next few weeks, 
but the company had to 
remove some locations 

from its plans because they 
fell just inside of federal 
tracts awarded to LTD. 
Given that the news is 
fresh, Paul Bunyan offi-
cials have yet to issue any 
formal statements about 
future possibilities for 
LTD-forfeited tracts, and 

no such plan for Cook is 
known to be in the works. 
But new options are now 
available for numerous 
Minnesota communities 
now that they are no 
longer blocked from them 
by LTD.

canoe & boat sale!
100+ Wenonah, Alumacraft Canoes
& Tow Boats - everything must go!

August 26, 27 & 28
9am - 5pm
(or until
gone)

Conditions vary, priced from $200 to $1,000.
First come, first served. No early birds,
no holds. Must take purchases with you. 
Prices negotiable on Sunday afternoon
only. Cash, credit cards and Ely
business checks.

Canadian Border Outpost
(formerly Canadian Border Outfitters)
14635 Canadian Border Rd, Ely, MN

14635 Canadian Border Rd, Ely

St. Martin’s Catholic Church, Tower, MN

Annual
RUMMAGE SALE

For all those early bird 
shoppers-the doors

will open at 8 AM-for a 
small charge of $5.

Saturday, August 20
8:30 AM to 1 PM

Coffee and caramel rolls will be
available for purchase.

A 50/50 CASH DRAWING will be held, 
chances for the drawing are $1 each.

The winner will be announced at 12:45 PM

We hope to see you there!

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

9 AM-12 Noon • Call for Reservations

Marina Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-5:30 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

Provided by Ely Community Health Center in 
partnership with University of MN and ARDC

111 S. 4th Ave. East, Ely, MN 55731

   September 17
  9 AM-2:45 PM • Ely Area Senior Center

(Screening takes only 15 minutes!)
This FREE professional screening 

will help you determine if you need a 
full hearing screening by a specialist.

Appointments preferred, walk-ins welcome!
To make an appointment 
Call 218-365-5678

Free Hearing 
Screening

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

GREENWOOD TWP- 
Again working on getting 
proper procedures in place, 
the Greenwood Town 
Board adopted a person-
nel policy at their August 
meeting. While the policy 
was created back in 2017, 
it apparently never was 
formally adopted, even 
though the board did for-
mally adopt amendments 
to the policy later that year.

Former Township 
Attorney Mike Couri had 
researched the issue in 
response to a complaint 
filed by Jeff Maus.

“The amendments 
had been adopted,” said 
Supervisor Mike Ralston, 
“but not the whole policy.”

Current Township 
Attorney Mitch Brunfeldt 
had reviewed the policy and 
made a few minor changes.

The policy covers 
township employees, 
including town board and 
fire department members.

Maus, who is now the 
township’s interim treasur-
er, said the board should 
put a procedure in place to 
distribute the policy to all 
current and new employ-
ees, as well as any future 
revisions.

The board voted 4-1 
to adopt the policy, with 
Ralston voting against.

The board then dis-
cussed establishing a disci-
pline policy, which would 

establish procedures for 
when an employee violates 
the personnel policy.
Treasurer’s report

The board approved 
paying Chair Sue Drobac, 
who also worked as the 
town clerk and was familiar 
with township financial 
reporting, for up to four 
hours of time to reconcile 
the township’s bank state-
ment to its online CTAS 
accounting system. The 
bank statements had not 
been reconciled since last 
December.

The township had con-
sidered having an account-
ing firm review the records 
but the firm they consult-
ed said it would not be 
cost effective to hire an 
accounting firm to do that 
work. Recommendations 
from both the accounting 
firm and CTAS were to 
just go back to the last bal-
anced statement, and work 
forward month by month 
from there, to find where 
the inconsistencies were.

Ralston wondered why 
that wasn’t the job of the 
interim treasurer. Drobac 
said she hadn’t been trained 
how to balance the state-
ments yet, because of the 
problems that had been 
found.
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

 Signed the contract 
and approved payment for 
the McGrath EMS study. 

Ralston said he hadn’t 
met with the IRRR yet to 
complete the paperwork to 
get a grant to cover some 
of the costs. Ralston said 
requests for information 
have already been sent to 
the city of Tower and area 
townships.

 Passed a motion to 
terminate a fire department 
member for lack of par-
ticipation. The member, 
who was not named, will 
be eligible to rejoin in 
six months. Fire depart-
ment safety officer Rick 
Worringer said the indi-
vidual had planned to 
move out of the area but 
may be staying. Board 
members questioned why 
this member had been 
given a pension credit for 
the year they were noted 
as a member, even though 
they had only attended 
one meeting. Members are 
only supposed to earn a 
pension credit if they meet 
minimum training, call-out, 
and attendance parameters.

“What rules do we 
follow and what rules do 
we ignore?” asked Maus.

 Approved reim-
bursement for training 
costs for a fire department 
member since they had 
submitted the required 
documentation. The board 
refused a request from 
that member to be paid 
for the three hours of time 
claimed to put together 
those records. The vote 
was 3-2, with Ralston and 

Paul Skubic voting against 
not paying.

A motion to pay 
Drobac for 11 hours of 
work spent training in the 
new interim clerk failed 
on a 2-2 vote, with Skubic 
and Ralston voting against. 
“I know she put in more 
than 11 hours, more like 40 
hours,” said Barb Lofquist. 
“Not training in the previ-
ous clerk was a disaster. 
This would be money well 
spent.”

Heard again from Jet 
Galonski, who is unhappy 
with board oversight of 
the fire department. “You 
started overturning our pol-
icies that we feel are the best 
for the fire department,” he 
told the board. Galonski 
also said the request for 
a higher pension amount 
was to make the job more 
attractive for younger, new 
members. He said he wasn’t 
motivated by the pension, 
only by the fact he is able 
to serve his community, but 
that for younger people the 
pension is very important.

 Supervisor Rick 
Stoehr said he had been 
working with Worringer 
on some safety issues in 
the building.

“I am finding things 
that are being done that 
I know should be done 
better,” he said.

“OSHA was just here, 
there are some fairly expen-
sive things back there [in 
the fire hall] that need to 
be attended to. Our respon-

sibility is to ourselves, our 
employees and the com-
munity.

I will take the heat, but I 
am going to make the noise. 
It is in our best interest.”

Heard that the town-
ship request for federal 
broadband funding has 
not moved forward, and 
that no federal funding 
had been approved for 
any requests in Minnesota. 
A planned project on 
Vermilion Reservation 
is still moving forward, 
Ralston said. In other 
broadband-related news, 
Frontier Communications 
is considering a large 
project that would serve 
the south side of Lake 
Vermilion, Crane Lake, 
and Ely.

Approved a resolu-
tion accepting volunteer 
service from John Bassing 
for time he is spending 
assisting in the township 
office.

Discussed setting up 
a policy for renting out the 
town hall kitchen, as well 
as renting out the town hall 
for money-making events.

Heard the primary 
election had gone smooth-
ly, with 168 voters. Interim 
Clerk JoAnn Bassing said 
the township does need a 
few more election judges. 

 Voted 3-2, with 
Ralston and Skubic voting 
no, to not install any surveil-
lance or security cameras at 
the town hall. The current 
cameras are not working 

properly, and the cost of 
repairing them was high. 
“It’s a waste of money,” 
said Drobac. “It’s an inva-
sion of privacy,” said 
Supervisor Barb Lofquist.

Heard that a grant 
submitted by Lofquist for 
ARPA funds to pay for the 
water treatment system, 
as well as adding in the 
township kitchen water to 
the system was successful. 
The system is removing 
arsenic in the town hall 
water supply.

Will place signs by 
the outdoor water spigot 
reminding residents this 
water is only for drinking. 
The township does have 
a spigot for non-potable 
water, and residents will 
be asked to use that for 
non-drinking water needs. 
The water treatment system 
can only treat a certain 
amount of water per day.

Heard that the fire 
department is planning 
on offering a four-hour 
CPR class for township 
employees this winter, and 
if room, will be open to 
other residents.

Heard from Clerk 
Bassing that they are 
making progress in getting 
the clerk’s office organized 
and working through the 
backlog of items that need 
to be done. “We are trying 
to get things back in shape,” 
she said. “Let’s hope it gets 
better.”

Town board ‘re-adopts’ personnel policy
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor



cranberries.” The com-
plaint also noted that Miller 
had been observed earlier in 
the day at another bar by an 
Embarrass Fire Department 
member.

Miller was observed to 

have watery eyes, slurred 
speech, and an odor of 
alcohol, according to the 
complaint. A preliminary 
breath test conducted at the 
scene determined Miller’s 
blood-alcohol level to be 
0.247, more than three 

times the legal limit for 
driving. Results of a blood 
draw were still pending as 
of press time.

Miller was booked 
into St. Louis County Jail 
on Sunday, after receiv-
ing treatment for inju-

ries at a Duluth hospital. 
Bail was set at $300,000. 
Criminal vehicular homi-
cide, a felony, carries 
maximum penalties of ten 
years imprisonment and a 
$20,000 fine.
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ROLE MODELS...Continued from page 1

(streaming on Hulu), now 
airing its second season.

The two, both in their 
early 20s, were clearly com-
fortable as role models for 
Native youth, and they were 
excited that both the fashion 
world and Hollywood were 
giving Native American 
voices, stories, and envi-
ronmental concerns more 
of a stage.

Quannah  i s  now 
working with a modeling 
agency that understands she 
has a larger agenda than just 
being pretty.

“I’ve been blessed and 
honored,” she said. “I am 
not just a pretty face, but I 
am a powerful voice. I want 
to benefit my people and not 
just myself. I want to talk 
about issues like sovereign-
ty. I want people to know 
that we carry solutions to 
today’s problems. I want 
to bring this message to the 
fashion world.”

Quannah said that 
Native Americans are sto-
rytellers, and in that role, 
they are well situated to 
help teach others.

“Hollywood is real-
izing that we have a lot 
of good stories to tell,” 
Quannah said.

The two were taking 
a well-earned summer trip 
to Lake Vermilion to visit 
Quannah’s grandparents 
Adeline Juneby Potts and 
Mike Potts, who have a 
cabin on a small island on 
Lake Vermilion. The cabin 
has been in Mike’s family 
since the 1940s, and the site 
has expanded to include 
small cabins they use for 
visits from their extended 
family. Mike met Adeline 
when he moved to Alaska 
to work, but the couple 
and their growing family, 
has always come back to 
Vermilion for the summer. 

Quannah’s mother, 
Jody Potts, says her five 
children have grown up with 
a love of Lake Vermilion, 
and this is where they all 

learned to swim. It’s the 
little things they love most 
about the lake, Jody said.

“We mostly just swim 
24/7,” Jody said. “Lake 
Vermilion is hard to beat.”

Island life can be a bit 
unpredictable. The family 
was a little late getting to 
the event, because of rough 
winds on the lake.
Representation 
matters

D’Pharaoh said tradi-
tionally Hollywood only 
emphasized the trauma suf-
fered by Native Americans. 
The comedy “Reservation 
Dogs” is a heartfelt look at 
a group of teens growing 
up on a rural reservation 
in Oklahoma. The show 
is written and directed by 
a diverse group of Native 
Americans and is giving a 
new generation of Native 
American youth new role 
models as well as career 
aspirations. Having Native 
Americans in charge of 
casting the show, or other 
shows featuring Indigenous 
characters, is also very 
important, he said. 

“We come in all dif-
ferent tones and colors,” 
D’Pharaoh said.

D’Pharaoh is a member 
of the Oji-Cree First 
Nations tribe in Canada.

He urged youth to 
consider acting or movie/
television production as 
careers.

“Stay focused,” he 
said. “There are a lot of 
obstacles but just keep 
pushing.”

Both said respecting 
their elders and traditions 
kept them grounded and 
kept them away from 
drinking and drugs.

“Our people are strong 
people,” said Quannah. 
“We are not weak. Those 
things take your spirit 
away.”

“Go outside. Pick 
berries. Learn your lan-
guage,” she said. “Our 
ancestors are still alive. 
They are living connections 
to our past. We are picking 
the same medicines as they 
did. Keep your culture 
alive.”

Quannah said she had 
lost close family members 
to substance abuse and she 
understands that struggle.

“Teach your young 
ones,” she said. “That is 
what keeps us strong.”

Modeling is a lot more 
work than people think, 
she said. It involves early 
wake ups, lots of travel 
to distant locations, and 
patience as make-up and 
hair gets done. She said 

at first, she was just seen 
as the stereotypical stoic 
Native American. 

“They put you in an 
outfit and ask you to do 
poses, even if you are 
uncomfortable or they feel 
unnatural.”

But as her career has 
blossomed, she said she 
has more creative control.

“My new work is a lot 
different,” she said, noting 
that she is excited about 
photographs that will be 
coming out in the near 
future.

Modeling often means 
little sleep, little opportuni-
ty for regular meals, and no 
time for self-care, she said. 
“I was in four different time 
zones in two weeks,” she 
said. “That’s really hard 
on your sleep.”

Modeling jobs often 
come up with little notice, 
forcing her to cancel plans 
with family and friends.

“But it is worth it when 
the work comes out,” she 
said.

She is motivated by the 
pride that her people see in 
her work.

She is also happy 
to get the opportunity to 
take a break, with family 
and friends, to visit Lake 
Vermilion.

D’Pharaoh said one of 
the hardest parts of acting, 
for him, is the time away 
from his family. “The more 
time I spend away,” he said, 
“the more time I need to 
re-ground myself.”

D ’ P h a r a o h  s a i d 
working on the set of 
“Reservation Dogs” has 
been an amazing experi-
ence. 

“A normal day on the 
set includes a lot of laughter 
and music,” he said. Cast 
members have running 
jokes and play little tricks 
on each other.

“It really feels like a 
community,” he said, and 
the directors treat all the 
staff and crew with respect. 

He said working with 
writer/director/producer 
Sterlin Harjo has been an 
amazing experience and 
he hopes to get the oppor-
tunity to learn more about 
the production end of the 
creative process from him.

Quannah said she got 
to spend a couple of weeks 
on the set with D’Pharoah 
and said the atmosphere 
on the set is very different 
from some others she has 
been on.
Working toward a 
sustainable future

Both say they fear the 
effects of climate change.

“Our ways of life 
are at stake,” they said. 
Quannah’s heritage is Hän 
Gwich’in (from Alaska 
and Canada) and Sicangu/
Oglala Lakota (from South 
Dakota). She received her 
first Yidįįłtoo (a traditional 
face tattoo by her people) 
at age 14. “I don’t want to 
forget how to filet a fish 
or butcher a caribou,” said 
Quannah. “I don’t want to 
forget how to bead.”

Quannah told the story 
of her first successful 
caribou hunt.

After her uncle had 
passed away, her family 
was given special permits 
to hunt caribou out of 
season, to provide food for 
the community in honor of 
her uncle at the traditional 
potlatch give-away.

“We still live off the 
land,” she said of her rural 
home in Alaska “There 
aren’t any grocery stores. 
It is an eight-to-ten-hour 
drive from my village to 
the city.”

While out hunting 
with her family, she was 
able to shoot her first 
caribou, and to help skin it, 
gut it, and carry the meat 
back to their truck. 

“I shot it right through 
the neck,” she said, noting 
that didn’t waste any of the 
meat. Her family got four 

caribou that day, enough 
to feed the entire village.

“I was able to give 
back to my community 
and to honor my uncle,” 
she said.

Tribal Chairperson 
Cathy Chavers thanked the 
two for the visit.

“ Y o u  b o t h  a r e 
awesome role models,” 
she said, noting that for 
too long Native Americans 
have been invisible in 
popular culture.

The two stayed for 
more than an hour after 
their talk to pose for photos 
and autographs. 

Though some at the 
event were more excited 
to meet Quannah’s grand-
mother, who herself has 
some show business cre-
dentials. Adeline Juneby-
Potts is the voice of Auntie 
Midge in the PBS Kids 
show “Molly of Denali.”

The event was spon-
sored by the Bois Forte 
Substance Use Program 
who also presented the 
two with gifts created by 
Leah Yellowbird and each 
also received a blanket 
designed by Giizh Agaton 
Howes.

Quannah and her 
mother are also featured 
in 2022 documentary titled 
“Walking Two Worlds.” 
The film is currently being 
screened at film festivals. 
You can watch the trailer at 
https://www.tribecafilm.
com/films/walking-two-
worlds-2022.

You can purchase 
the July 2022 issue of 
National Geographic fea-
turing Quannah on the 
cover at https://ngsingleis-
sues.buysub.com/.

Y o u  c a n  w a t c h 
Reservation Dogs online 
at hulu.com. The first 
season is available in full, 
and the second season is 
currently being released 
weekly. Season three is 
also in production.

Quannah Chasinghorse and D’Pharaoh Woon-A-
Tai, had their picture taken with Bois Forte Tribal 
Chair Cathy Chavers. photos by J. Summit

IMG Nordic Recliners & Easy Chairs
Now Available!

303 Main St., Tower, MN • 218-753-3313 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-4 and by appointment
www.nordic-home.com   marit@nordic-home.com

“Rugs, gifts, decor and more”

NEW • GREAT GIFT
for Father’s Day

2021 Prices through August 31
Prices increase September 1

Hurry in and get your chairs NOW.
Special orders welcome.

Nordic Recliners
& LUNA Chairs

C O O K  M E D I C A L
20 5th St SE, Cook MN
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

C O O K  D E N TA L
12 S River Street, Cook MN

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

    Matthew Holmes, MD
    Nicholas Vidor, MD
    Eric Elleby, MD
    Rachel Beldo, APRN
    Amy Banks, MD  
    Celin Williams, LICSW

Timothy Sprouls, DDS
James Marzella, DDS
Krista Kukarans, DDS
Michael Talberg, DDS
Teresa Bushnell, ADT

MEDICAL (218) 753-2405

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL (218) 753-6061

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2, Tower MN
Former High School Building

Open Monday through Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg

Covid-19 testing and vaccinations available.
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care Available

Through Cook Hospital

Providing Quality and Compassionate Care
FOR

Every Patient at Every Visit

Charles Tietz, MD-GYN Services
Cynthia Sandberg, NP
Erin Thielbar, NP
Kristen Dombovy, DNP
Amanda Perkovich, NP
Benjamin DeVries, PA-C

Your Local Providers

Please join Grace Lutheran for the annual Worship in the Park Service 
Sunday, August 28, 9:30 AM at Whiteside Park, Ely   

We welcome back the musical group Cornerstone.
Most of the “Cornerstone” band sings and plays at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Circle 

Pines, Minnesota, but many of the members play in bands (pop, rock and jazz) 
throughout the Twin Cities area.  As “Cornerstone”, they play contemporary and 

traditional Christian music, from gospel to Christian rock. Sit back and listen to the band 
play and Pastor Sue Smith who will share the Word. 

Invite your friends – bring a lawn chair and beverage, treats provided. 
In case of rain, the service will be at Grace Lutheran in Ely.

An Invitation F Worship In The Park

Everyone Welcome!
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 HMeet & Greet Meet & Greet 
for Jen Schultz 

DFL Candidate for 
Congressional District 8

Come for Coffee 
and Conversation

Monday, August 22
10 am- 12 noon

Pattenn’s Cafe
4557 Hwy. 53, Orr

Paid for by Jennifer Schultz 
Volunteer Committee

FREE 
DENTAL

CLEANINGS 
AVAILABLE

provided by

Ely Community 
Health Center

Make an appointment
call us at 

603-502-2268
or email us at 

dentalECHC@gmail.com

FATAL...Continued from page 1



ELY – Construction 
workers continue to put in 
six-day work weeks on the 
job site at the $21.5 million 
Ely school building reno-
vation project. Following a 
recommendation by school 
administrators, the school 
board here last week agreed 
to push back the start of 
the 2022-23 school year to 
Monday, Sept. 12 to get the 
campus ready for students.

Administrators are 
dealing with a double-edged 
sword of having the school 
grounds completed and 
parking lots paved to 
receive staff and students, 
and having the classrooms 
and hallways cleaned and 
ready for learning.

Superintendent John 
Klarich, citing a too-tight 
deadline for starting school 
on Sept. 6, convinced 
school board members to 
push the start of school back 
one week. Any delays, par-
ticularly inclement weather 
that would prevent the 
parking lot paving com-
pletion, could still make 
for a messy start, not to 
mention unsafe conditions 
for the beginning of the 
school year.

Nearly $300,000 worth 
of rock blasting is now 
completed and the water 
and sewer infrastructure 
is installed. Earth movers 
were working this week in 
the front of the Washington 

and Memorial buildings, 
now connected by a new 
building that will house a 
secured entrance, district 
and school offices, media 
center, additional gymna-
sium, cafeteria and kitchen 
and music and industrial 
technology classrooms, to 
construct the parking lots 
and school bus drop-off 
loops.

The north side of the 
campus looks barren as 
most of the trees and foliage 
were removed to make 
room for the expanded 
traffic loops and drop-off 
areas. Paving will com-
mence as soon as the curbs 
and gutters are installed.
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Embarrass 
Region fair
The Grounds Are Hopping!

Saturday features: Softball Tournament, 5K Run-Walk, Dog Show, Cornhole Tournament, Races for all Ages,
12:30 PM-Tony Morsching Memorial Mud Run ($10/spectators plus gate admission).

NEW on Saturday only: 11 AM-7 PM • Compete for high sores with Forge Social Haus mobile axe throwing
(near the beer garden); must be 18+ to participate.

Sunday highlights: 9 AM-Horse Show (free with gate admission) and
Classic Field of Dreams Car & Truck Show • 12:30 PM-Demolition Derby ($5/spectators plus gate admission). 

PARADE at 4 PM
Breakfast will be available at Timber Hall both days beginning at 8 am on Saturday and 7 am on Sunday.

Fairgrounds are located at 4855 Highway 21 in Embarrass!
August 19-21 (Arena)
Team Penning/Ranch Sorting

See Page 21 of the Fair Book for entry information and hours.
Spectators are welcome and there is no charge!

Saturday, August 20 (Timber Hall)
7th Annual Ride, Raffle‘n Roll for ALS

You don’t need a motorcycle to support the event
Breakfast served 8 to 10 am; Kickstands up at 10:30 am

August 26-28
Embarrass Region Fair Weekend!

Gates open at 2 pm Friday
Admission is $5/day or $12/weekend wristband

Children 10 and under FREE with paid adult

On the Main Stage 
FREE Entertainment!

Friday
4 PM-Steve Solkela and His 

Overpopulated One-Man Band
5:45 PM-Amanda Rae
7:00 PM-Honytonks 

& Hangovers

Saturday
4-10 PM Saturday Night

Country Live Hosts 
Several Bands

Sunday
Rising Sun Entertainment hosts 

Karaoke Contest!
10 AM-Sign up begins

Noon-Competition begins

FairBooks are available at Embarrass-Vermilion Federal Credit Union, Trapline Convenience Store, the Embarrass Town Hall, 
and several range area businesses. Be sure to support the businesses that support the Embarrass Region Fair Association.

All your favorites are back this year, including crafts and concessions, exhibit
and livestock buildings, pony rides, and Wizard’s Kingdom inflatables.

         Join in the Fun!

More Fair Details Available at: embarrassfair.org

ISD 696

Working six days a week to get Ely school ready for students
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – The ballot is 
set for the Ely school 
board election on Nov. 8 
as incumbents are joined by 
newcomers to lead ISD 696 
for the next several years.

On Tuesday, the last 
day of the two-week filing 
deadline, longtime school 
board chair Ray Marsnik 
filed his candidacy for 
the special election to fill 
the open two-year board 
position. The opening was 
created when Darren Visser 
resigned earlier this year 
upon moving out of the 
district. Chad Davis was 
appointed to fill the seat 
until a special election could 
be held. 

Newcomer Anthony 
Bermel, 146 W Conan St. 
also filed candidacy papers 
for the two-year term on the 
school board.

Davis, along with 
incumbents Tony Colarich 
and Rochelle Sjoberg, filed 
candidacy papers for one 
of the three open four-year 
seats on the board. They 
will be joined on the ballot 
by newcomers Jeremy 
Engen, 603 E Pattison St., 
Claire High, 1512 E Harvey 
St., Mike Scherbing, 2279 
Grant McMahon Blvd., and 
Jennifer Westlund, 1197 
Hiawatha St.

Ely school board 
ballot set for 
Nov. 8 election

Top: Curb and gutters were poured this week for the student and school bus drop-off loop in front 
of Washington school. Above: Builders put the finishing touches on the new front entrance to the 
Ely school building. photos by K. Vandervort
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TRUST...Continued from page 1

set in longer-term contracts, 
the spot market price for 
iron ore peaked at over 
$220 a ton by May of last 
year. As prices jumped and 
shipments from Northshore 
increased in 2021, the roy-
alties owed to the Mesabi 
Trust jumped dramatically. 
Northshore eventually paid 
just under $71 million to 
the trust in 2021, including 
$27.1 million in bonus roy-
alties based on the higher 
prices. Those payments 
represented a 193.8-percent 
increase over the previous 
year, when Northshore 
paid out $25.9 million to 
the Mesabi Trust. The trust 
realized the vast majority 
of its financial windfall as 
a result of ore shipments 
in the second half of 2021, 
when Northshore shelled 
out just under $40 million 
in royalties to the entity. 
The trust distributed a total 
of $3.17 per share over the 
course of those two quar-
ters, more than twice the 
trust’s typical distributions 
for the same period. 

Northshore is required 
to make its payments to 
the trust quarterly and by 
February of this year, Cliffs 
CEO Laurenco Goncalves 
indicated he had had enough. 
Calling the royalty struc-
ture in the Mesabi Trust 
agreement “ridiculous,” 
Goncalves announced that 
Cliffs would be shutter-
ing Northshore beginning 
in May and that he now 
considers the mine and its 
accompanying processing 
facility in Silver Bay to be 
a “swing” facility, that will 
operate only as Cliffs needs 
new base ore. 

M e s a b i  T r u s t ’ s 
required filings with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission as well as their 
annual report make clear 
that the trust’s revenues are 
almost entirely based on 
the royalties they receive 
from Northshore, and that 
they have no control over 
whether the ore they control 
is mined by the company. 
Quarterly payments to the 
holders of certificates in 
the trust vary dramatically, 
depending on the quarterly 
payments from Northshore. 

So far, the trust has 
avoided the impact of the 
May shutdown because 
of the lag time between 
plant production and ship-
ping and the payments 
Northshore must make to 
the trust. For example, the 
trust announced late last 
month that it took in $13.54 
million from Northshore 
for the first quarter of 2022, 
a period when Northshore 
was still operational. As 
a result, the trust’s board 
announced distributions of 
$0.75 per share as of Aug. 
20. In a press statement 
issued last month, the trust 
board indicated that it was 
increasing its unallocated 
reserves “in order for the 
trust to be positioned to 
meet current expenses, and 
present and future liabilities 
that may arise, including 
any expenses incurred by 
the trust during any poten-
tially prolonged period 
of idling of Northshore 
operations.” The shutdown, 
which took effect May 1 of 
this year, had a much larger 
impact in the trust’s second 
quarter revenue. As of late 
July, the trust reported 
total royalty payments of 
just $2.314 million in the 
second quarter, a period 
during which Northshore 
was operational for only 
one month. During that 
time, Northshore reported 
just 198,495 tons of total 
production, compared to 
1.393 million tons during 
the same period in 2021. 

The recent announce-
ment that Northshore will 
remain idled at least until 
April of 2023 at the earliest, 
means mine production and 
accompanying revenues to 
the trust are likely to fall 
even further by the third 
quarter of this year and con-

tinue well into 2023. That 
doesn’t mean the trust will 
be without any revenue. 
Under the agreement with 
Northshore, the mine will 
need to pay the trust just 
over $1 million annually in 
advance royalties, whether 
or not the mine is opera-
tional.
More on the trust

The trust was formed in 
1961, and controls mineral 
rights on approximately 
9,750 contiguous acres 
of mineland located near 
Babbitt. The trust’s estate 
is owned by a number 
of certificate holders, 
the largest of which is 
Horizon Kinetics Asset 
Management LLC, which 
owns 2.129 million shares, 
or approximately 16.2 
percent of outstanding 
shares. The trust is over-

seen by a four-member 
board of trustees, includ-
ing Robert Berglund, 
former Northshore general 

manager, Michael Mlinar, 
a longtime Cliff’s mine 
manager, including at 
Northshore, retired U.S. 

Bank vice president James 
Ehrenberg, and Robin 
Radke, associate general 
counsel for Merced Capital 

L.P. The trustees each 
earned $40,148 in 2021 and 
that is expected to increase 
to $49,345 each this year. 

LEIGH LONSON RyaN auLtmaN
218-293-4606

mIkE Day
218-293-4637

RaNDy ROy
218-293-4625

ERIC GRaFF
218-293-4627

tIm CaRRutH
218-212-7202

JamI HENDRIx
218-293-4636

2627 Hwy 169
fordofhibbing.com

218-262-3881
tEIGaN BOSaRGE
218-293-4596

Ford Blue
AdvAntAge - gold

7 Yr/100,000 MIle
lIMIted PowertrAIn wArrAntY

14 dAY/1,000 MIle MoneY BAck gAurAntee

greAt Pre-owned SelectIon! over 60 In-Stock!

SuMMer SAleS event!
PrIorItY orderS At Ford oF HIBBIng!

order And lock In Your PrIce And 2.9%
FInAncIng For 60 MontHS on A 2023 FordS.
PluS, receIve An eXtrA $500 reBAte FroM

Ford Motor coMPAnY!

$23,980

2015 Taurus sho
awd

#9493$12,980

2015 gmc
Terrain awd

#25150B$15,980

2013 edge
limiTed awd

#7859a

2017 mkx
reserve
awd

$27,432

mkx
reserve

#24965B

$18,980

2013 Fusion
TiTanium a

#7868

Fusion
awdawd

#25265a

2015 F250 xlT
w/ r Plow

$33,980$15,980

2013 Taurus sel

#7877$16,672

2018 Focus se

#7837

2014 exPediTion
limiTed

$24,219 #7839

ediTion

$9,980

2012 cr-v ex

#7827a

ex

$5,980

2012 elanTra gls

#25097D

Tra gls 2013 F350 lariaT
diesel

2015 200 c

2013 escaPe
sel awd

2019 cherokee
laTiTude Plus
awd

#25170B #7879

#7870

#25190a

$37,457 $17,980

$15,980

$27,980

lus

1996 musTang gT
(consignmen
80k mI

$11,980 #25097B

usTang gT
onsignmenT)

$15,980 #25050C#25050C#25050C

2014 ram 1500
slT

2010 silverado
w/Plow

$12,202 #7840

2001 chevy 2500
ONLy 90k mI

$9,980 #9499 $33,475 #25091B

2017 exPlorer
sPorT

$32,978 #25145a

#25215a

2012 Jamey sxT
57k mI

$13,980$24,980

2015 edge sPorT

#25236t $17,954 #25193a

2013 4runner
limiTed

2016 grand
cherokee

xxxx #25081B

$38,347

2022 Bronco sPorT Big Bend
ONLy 900 mI

#7853

Bronco sPor Big Bend

2013 F250 king
ranch

2023 F150 4X4 XLT SPORT CREW CAB
PRIORITY ORDER
$58,670.00 MSRP
-$2,000.00 SPORT DISCOUNT
-$500.00 FORD RETAIL ORDER INCENTIVE

PLUS 2.9% APR FOR 60 MOS(O.A.C)
-$2,500.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISCOUNT

SPORT PACKAGE,
REMOTE START,

ECOBOOST
*SEE DEALER FOR
DETAILS-MUST
PLACE ORDER

FOR VEHICLE BY
9/5/2022

Save
$5,000 Off

MSRP

Preview Order 0719 - W1E - 4x4 SuperCrew: Order Summary

Dealership Name: Ford of Hibbing

Dealer Rep. President Award Winning Staff
Customer Name Happy Customer

Type Stock
Priority Code 80

Vehicle Line F-150
Model Year 2023

Order Code 0719
Price Level 315

DESCRIPTION MSRP
F150 4X4 SUPERCREW - 145 $49220
145 INCH WHEELBASE $0
AREA 51 BLUE $0
Sport Cloth 40/Console/40 $0
MEDIUM DARK SLATE $0
EQUIPMENT GROUP 302A $5955
.XLT SERIES $0
.ELECTRONIC AUTO TEMP CONTROL $0
.SYNC 4 W/ENHANCED VOICE RECOGN $0
.LED SIDE-MIRROR SPOTLIGHTS $0
.REMOTE START SYSTEM $0
2.7L V6 ECOBOOST $1285
ELEC TEN-SPEED AUTO W/TOW MODE $0
3.55 RATIO REGULAR AXLE $0
6600# GVWR PACKAGE $0

TOTAL BASE AND OPTIONS

DESCRIPTION MSRP
CV LOT MANAGEMENT $0
FRONT LICENSE PLATE BRACKET $0
50 STATE EMISSIONS $0
ON BOARD 400W OUTLET $0
AUTO START-STOP REMOVAL $-50
CLASS IV TRAILER HITCH $0
MIRROR MAN FOLD W/POWER GLASS $0
SIRIUS XM W/ 360L $0
XLT SPORT APPEARANCE PACKAGE $465
.275/65R 18 BSW ALL-TERRAIN $0
.18” 6-SPOKE GLOSS BLACK WHEELS $0
FUEL CHARGE $0
PRICED DORA $0
ADVERTISING ASSESSMENT $0
DESTINATION & DELIVERY $1795

MSRP
$58,670

Sales Code: F58473

$53,670.00 +TTL
eveRYONe’S
PRICe

DESCRIPTION MSRP
F150 4X4 SUPERCREW - 145 $49220
145 INCH WHEELBASE $0
AREA 51 BLUE $0
CLOTH 40/20/40 $0
MEDIUM DARK SLATE $0
EQUIPMENT GROUP 302A $5955
.XLT SERIES $0
.ELECTRONIC AUTO TEMP CONTROL $0
.SYNC 4 W/ENHANCED VOICE RECOGN $0
.LED SIDE-MIRROR SPOTLIGHTS $0
.REMOTE START SYSTEM $0
.XLT CHROME APPEARANCE PACKAGE $0
.18” CHROME-LIKE PVD WHEELS $0
2.7L V6 ECOBOOST $1285
ELEC TEN-SPEED AUTO W/TOW MODE $0

TOTAL BASE AND OPTIONS

DESCRIPTION MSRP
3.55 RATIO REGULAR AXLE $0
6600# GVWR PACKAGE $0
CV LOT MANAGEMENT $0
FRONT LICENSE PLATE BRACKET $0
BRIGHT POLISHED STEP BARS $0
50 STATE EMISSIONS $0
ON BOARD 400W OUTLET $0
AUTO START-STOP REMOVAL $-50
CLASS IV TRAILER HITCH $0
MIRROR MAN FOLD W/POWER GLASS $0
SIRIUS XM W/ 360L $0
FUEL CHARGE $0
PRICED DORA $0
ADVERTISING ASSESSMENT $0
DESTINATION & DELIVERY $1795

MSRP
$58,205

Save
$5,000 Off

MSRP

2023 F150 4X4 XLT CREW CAB
PRIORITY ORDER
$58,205.00 MSRP
-$2,000.00 XLT CHROME DISCOUNT
-$500.00 FORD RETAIL ORDER INCENTIVE

PLUS 2.9% APR FOR 60 MOS(O.A.C)
-$2,500.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISCOUNT

HEATED
FRONT SEATS,
REMOTE START,

ECOBOOST
*SEE DEALER FOR
DETAILS-MUST
PLACE ORDER

FOR VEHICLE BY
9/5/2022

Preview Order 0719 - W1E - 4x4 SuperCrew: Order Summary

Dealership Name: Ford of Hibbing

Dealer Rep. President Award Winning Staff
Customer Name Happy Customer

Type Stock
Priority Code 80

Vehicle Line F-150
Model Year 2023

Order Code 0719
Price Level 315

Sales Code: F58473

$53,205.00 +TTL
eveRYONe’S
PRICe

DESCRIPTION MSRP
R9BO BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND AWD $30,930
.105.1”WHEELBASE $0
ATLAS BLUE METALLIC $0
CLOTH W/EASY CLEAN MATERIAL $0
EBONY $0
ORDER CODE 200A $0
.1.5L ECOBOOST ENGINE $0
.8-SPD AUTO TRANSMISSION $0

TOTAL BASE AND OPTIONS

DESCRIPTION MSRP
225/65 R17 102H A/S BSW TIRES $0
LOT MANAGEMENT $0
50 STATE EMISSIONS $0
FUEL CHARGE $0
PRICED DORA $0
ADVERTISING ASSESSMENT $0
DESTINATION & DELIVERY $1,595

MSRP
$32,525

2023 BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND 4X4
PRIORITY ORDER
$32,525.00 MSRP
-$500.00 FORD RETAIL ORDER INCENTIVE

PLUS 2.9% APR FOR 60 MOS(O.A.C)
-$526.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISCOUNT

AUTO CLIMATE
CONTROL

REMOTE START
ECOBOOST

*SEE DEALER FOR
DETAILS-MUST
PLACE ORDER

FOR VEHICLE BY
8/31/2022

Preview Order 0810 - R9B 4x4 Big Bend: Order Summary

Dealership Name: Ford of Hibbing

Dealer Rep. President Award Winning Staff
Customer Name Happy Customer

Type Retail
Priority Code 19

Vehicle Line Bronco Sport
Model Year 2023

Order Code 0810
Price Level 315

Sales Code: F58473

$31,499.00
eveRYONe’S
PRICe

DESCRIPTION MSRP
K8DO EXPLORER XLT 4WD $40,570
.119 INCH WHEELBASE $0
FORGED GREEN METALLIC $0
ACTIVEX SEAT MATERIAL $0
EBONY INTERIOR $0
EQUIPMENT GROUP 202A $3,540
.18” S-SPOKE PAINTED ALUM WHLS $0
.REMOTE START SYSTEM $0
.HEATED STEERING WHEEL $0
.8-WAY POWER PASSENGER SEAT $0
.2.3L ECOBOOST 1-4 ENGINE $0
.10-SPEED AUTO TRANSMISSION $0
.P255/65R18 A/S BSW TIRES $0
4WD REGIONAL DISCOUNT $0

TOTAL BASE AND OPTIONS

DESCRIPTION MSRP
RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY $0
CV LOT MANAGEMENT $0
50 STATE EMISSIONS $0
FUEL CHARGE $0
PRICED DORA $0
ADVERTISING ASSESSMENT $0
DESTINATION & DELIVERY $1,495
****************************** $0
*RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS APPLY* $0
*TO DISCOUNTS/SAVINGS- BASED* $0
*ON CUSTOMER ZIP CODE. SEE * $0
* DEALER FOR DETAILS. * $0
****************************** $0

MSRP
$45,605

Save
$2,107

Save
$1,026

2023 EXPLORER XLT 4X4
PRIORITY ORDER
$45,605.00 MSRP
-$300.00 4WD DISCOUNT
-$500.00 FORD RETAIL ORDER INCENTIVE

PLUS 2.9% APR FOR 60 MOS(O.A.C)
-$1,307.00 FORD OF HIBBING DISCOUNT

HEATED
STEERING WHEEL
REMOTE START
ECOBOOST

*SEE DEALER FOR
DETAILS-MUST
PLACE ORDER

FOR VEHICLE BY
8/31/2022

Preview Order 0810- KBD - XLT 4WD: Order Summary

Dealership Name: Ford of Hibbing

Dealer Rep. President Award Winning Staff
Customer Name Happy Customer

Type Stock
Priority Code 19

Vehicle Line Explorer
Model Year 2023

Order Code 0719
Price Level 315

Sales Code: F58473

$43,498.00
eveRYONe’S
PRICe

Tower-Soudan Civic Club

Friday, Sept. 9 • 9 AM - 4 PM
Saturday, Sept. 10 • 9 AM - 1 PM

Civic Center, Tower MN

Everything
MUST GO!

• FUNDRAISING SALE •

7632 Cty Rd 424, Crane Lake, MN 55725
www.nelsonsresort.com

Call 218-993-2295
for RESERVATIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
6:30 AM - 9 PM

Serving  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 
(Dinner ends at 9 pm) 

• Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room. 
• Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and 

vegetables fresh from our own garden. 
• Breads and desserts are baked daily.

FABULOUS FLATHEADS July 15, 16 & August 19, 20
LIVE PIANO with STEVE JOHNSON other weekends. 

(Summer music ends after August 20)



EAGLES NEST- Last 
Saturday’s simulated fire and 
evacuation exercises at Eagles 
Nest Lake 4, involving both 
Eagles Nest and Morse Fall 
Lake Fire Departments, turned 
out to be more than mere prac-
tice. The results of the exercise 
proved that a shift in tactics 
could significantly enhance 
firefighting success in some 

instances by reducing the time 
it takes to replenish tenders 
with water and get them to the 
site of a fire.

Last year’s simulation, 
which included more depart-
ments and a longer task list, 
may have been more involved, 
but this year’s establishment 
of a water source, using a 
local lake, was no less intense 
for those involved, township 
Emergency Management 
Director Mike Ostlund said 

Saturday.
Ostlund had also set up the 

evacuation scenario, and there 
was a twist to it. The premise 
was that cell phone service to 

Calvin Herrala, Ely’s oldest military 
veteran, was recently presented 
with a Quilt of Valor by Joan 
Novosel, of the Ely American 
Legion Post 258 auxiliary, and 
Michelle Sherwood, of the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation.

Right: Eagles Nest 
firefighters Terry Mattson 
and Ron Potter examine a 
nozzle during Saturday’s 
training exercise. 
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photo by K. Vandervort

INTERPRETATION

photo by D. Colburn

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

FIRE AND RESCUE

Ely’s Reflections Dance Company presents annual multi-media show

Training for the worst
Eagles Nest firefighters use simulations 
to improve their response effectiveness

MathMath

HONOR

Ely pays homage 
to its veterans

See  TRAINING...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ELY - Cartwheels and 
handstands, jetes and pirou-
ettes, shuffles and flaps, and 
some dance moves so inno-
vative they don’t have names, 
demonstrated the artistry and 
energy of this community’s 
performers in Math in Motion.

The show was presented 
by the Reflections Dance 
Company last weekend on the 
stage of the Fine Arts Theatre 
at Minnesota North College, 
Vermilion Campus. Math in 
Motion was the company’s 
fifth annual multi-media show. 

“Math concepts and struc-
tures like infinity, time, frac-
tals, and geometric shapes were 
illustrated in choreographed 
patterns and interpreted musi-
cally by the talented chorus 
and band,” said Director Molly 
Olson.

As if there wasn’t plenty to 
occupy the audience members’ 
minds with the music and 
movement, there were also 
colorful dynamic images por-
traying aspects of each piece 
projected on the overhead 
screen. 

Local creativity was on 
display in two musical pieces 
composed by Zach Baltich and 
poems by Joey Kenig and Tim 
Stouffer. 

“It was the dancers who 
garnered the most admiration,” 
Olson said. “From the tiny 
acrobats executing perfect 

back walkovers to elementary 
and middle school perform-
ers defying gravity to leap 
and twirl, to grown women 
tapping and jazzing and obvi-
ously having a great time, 
the dancers navigated some 
challenging choreography and 
kept smiling.”

She added, “One of the 

most polished and professional 
dance groups ever to perform 
in Ely was a group of four who 
have danced together since 
elementary school. Gracie 
Pointer, Brooke Pasmik, and 
Cora Olson head away from 
Ely to attend college next year, 
leaving Charlotte Hegman 
here to finish high school. 
These dancers sense one 
another’s timing and place 

in space, creating what looks 
like a single being that sepa-
rates into two, three, and four 
bits of motion, then coalesces 
in unexpected formations: 
strength, precision, and grace 
personified. They have taught 
and inspired the younger 
dancers for five years, and 
now leave their dance shoes to 

in motion

Top left: Cora Olson and Charlotte Hegman perform 
during the Math in Motion event. Many of the 
performers this year were seniors and are soon 
headed away to college. 

Top right and above: Artistic images capture the 
motion during the event, held last weekend at 
Minnesota North College-Vermilion Fine Arts theater.

Left: Lucy Hway performs a solo.

See  MATH ...pg. 2B

 

“    Math concepts 
were illustrated 

in choreographed 
patterns and 
interpreted 
musically.

Director Molly Olson

photos by Ian Lah

ELY – Calvin Herrala, age 98, this 
community’s oldest veteran, was honored 
earlier this month with a Quilt of Valor 
for his service in World War II.

Herrala and several other area 
military veterans were recognized by 
the Ely Baseball Association during 
opening ceremonies for the Minnesota 
Junior Legion Baseball Division II State 
Tournament at Veterans Memorial Field.

Herrala graduated from Ely High 
School in 1942 and entered the Army 
Air Corps (predecessor to the U.S. Air 
Force) a year later. He served in the 
Pacific Theater during the Second World 
War, maintaining radar units on Iwo 
Jima. Following his military service, 
Harrala attended Harvard University 
where he studied physics, and worked 
for Honeywell until 1989. He moved 
back to Ely in 2005 following the death 
of his wife.

The Ely Honor Guard and several 
Ely veterans opened the Legion baseball 
tournament on Aug. 4 with a special cere-
mony that included the eight teams in the 
competition. Herrala was presented with 
a Quilt of Valor from Michelle Sherwood, 
of the Quilts of Valor Foundation, and 
Joan Novosel, president of American 
Legion Auxiliary Post 248 of Ely.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation was 
founded in 2003 by Catherine Roberts. 
Her son Nat was deployed in Iraq at the 
time. According to Roberts, she had a 
dream that led to forming the foundation.

“The dream was as vivid as real life.  
I saw a young man sitting on the side of 
his bed in the middle of the night, hunched 
over,” she said. “The permeating feeling 
was one of utter despair. I could see his 
war demons clustered around, dragging 
him down into an emotional gutter. Then, 
as if viewing a movie, I saw him in the 
next scene wrapped in a quilt. His whole 
demeanor changed from one of despair 
to one of hope and well-being. The quilt 
had made this dramatic change.”   

A Quilt of Valor is a handmade quilt 
that is machine or hand quilted, and 
awarded to a military service member or 
veteran who has been touched by war.  
The Quilt says unequivocally, “Thank 
you for your service and sacrifice in 
serving our nation.” There have been 
300,000 such quilts presented to military 
members.
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New federal law will invest in public and private forests
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the area was down, which 
meant that firefighters 
had to go door-to-door to 
notify Lake 4 residents to 
evacuate and verify that 
houses where there was 
no response were empty. 
Most residents actively 
participated in the evac-
uation, rendezvousing at 
the command center at the 
township hall.

Meanwhile, Eagles 
Nest and Morse Fall Lake 
firefighters put into action 
a plan that Eagles Nest Fire 
Chief Larry McCray had 
been working on for about 
a year.

“I’ve been looking 
for water access points,” 
McCray said. “We have 
only two dry hydrants for 
lake access, which doesn’t 
make sense to me. I thought, 
‘I’ve got 11 lakes, I’ve got 
a lot of water. How do I 
get to them?’ The problem 
is that most of these lakes 
are surrounded by private 
property.”

M c C r a y  s t a r t e d 
approaching some of the 
homeowners and had about 
a dozen agree to let fire-

fighters use their property if 
needed. If the property has 
soft ground or the potential 
access point is a mucky area 
they can’t pump from, those 
won’t work, McCray said.

“But where we find 
them,” he said, “we’re 
reducing traveling time and 
we’re increasing firefight-
ing time.”

Drawing water directly 
from a lake for firefighting 
takes the tenders out of the 
mix, McCray said.

“A typical house fire 

is going to take at least 
400 gallons per minute for 
about 45-60 minutes to 
extinguish,” he said. “The 
problem fire departments 
run into is that they can’t 
continuously flow that 
much water because they 
run out of water waiting 
for the tender to show up. 
Instead of hauling water 
from a point three miles 
away, I can draw water from 
the lake and I can concen-
trate more of my people 
on fighting that fire. I have 

access to all the water I will 
ever need to fight that fire 
instead of hauling every 
ounce of it down the road.” 
Saturday’s test, conducted 
on West Lake 4 Rd., was 
to set up a pumper truck at 
the end of a narrow sloping 
550-foot driveway with a 
steeper 20-foot drop in the 
final section down to the 
lake and pump the water 
back up the hill to an inter-
mediary truck that then sent 
the water on to tenders from 
both departments. The 
tenders were just used to 
receive the 15,000 gallons 
of water pumped during 
the exercise. Had there 
been an actual fire at the 
location, the water pumped 
from the lake would have 
been deployed directly on 
the blaze.

McCray summarized 
the result during the post-
event luncheon and debrief-

ing.
“We have discovered 

just what we hoped, that we 
could draw water out of the 
lake in a timely manner and 
have plenty of water to fight 
the fire,” he said. “Our goal 
here today was to reduce 
that dead travel time by 
getting water from the lake, 
and it worked. This is going 
to become our new plan. 
We’re going to be able to 
draw water quicker, we’re 
going to have less down 
time, and we’re going to 
put it into action.”

The evacuation portion 
of the simulation also went 
well, but participants had 
suggestions to improve it.

St.  Louis County 
Emergency Management 
personnel facilitated radio 
communications for the 
evacuation and made 
several recommendations 
that the township will 
implement, including head-
phones to help isolate calls 
from multiple radios and 
having “a plain old clock” 
where the operators are 
stationed for quickly being 
able to record call times.

Another issue with 
the evacuation was having 
adequate parking at the 
town hall for evacuees, par-
ticularly if a larger number 
needed to be evacuated. 
It was also noted that the 
development of more lake 
access points will continue, 
and that there are obstacles 
to be overcome to do so.

“There are a number 
of areas in the township 
I worry about,” McCray 
said. “One of those is Bird’s 
Nest. Nobody’s heard of 
that road. It’s an old railroad 
bed and that road down 
through there is growing up 
because of a lack of traffic. 
But I have 13 lots and eight 
structures in there. That’s 
a disaster. We’d never get 
fire equipment down there.” 
But with a new firefighting 
strategy in hand, McCray 
hopes to build momentum 
and find the funding over 
the next several years to 
further enhance the safety 
of Eagles Nest homeown-
ers.

Left: Eagles Nest Fire 
Chief Larry McCray talks 
with another firefighter 
during last Saturday’s 
simulation.  

photo by D. Colburn

be filled by the upcoming 
talent.”

Reflections Dance 
Company is entering its 
sixth year. Olson said she 

is excited for the company 
to become officially part 
of Northern Lakes Arts 
Association (NLAA), “so 
leaving the administration 

to others and focusing her 
work on dance.”

C l a s s e s  f o r  t h e 
2022-23 year begin Oct. 
3. Registration and more 

information is available 
at NorthernLakesArts.org. 
All ages and levels of expe-
rience are welcome to join 
acro, ballet, contemporary, 

tap, adult tap and jazz, and 
the company group, which 
is choreographed in a style 
with movement for begin-
ners and pros. 

Math in Motion per-
formance DVDs will be 
available for sale through 
NLAA. 

R E G I O N A L —  W i t h 
President Biden’s signing of 
the Inflation Reduction Act on 
Tuesday, the media has focused 
much of its attention on the big 
ticket items in the bill. Those 
include investments in green 
energy and energy efficiency, 
possible savings for Americans 
on prescription drugs by allowing 
Medicare to negotiate prices, 
as well as tax changes that will 
ensure that big corporations can 
no longer book big profits without 
paying taxes. 

But for property owners in 
the North Country, the new law 
will also bring new investments 
in forests as a means of both 
sequestering carbon and provid-
ing cooling shade. The measure 
includes $1.5 billion for urban 
and community tree planting 
and protection. According to the 
organization American Forests, 
the funding should allow for the 
planting and care of 23 million 
trees in communities across the 
country. “That’s a game-chang-
ing life for communities across 
America,” stated Jad Daley, 
president and CEO of American 

Forests. 
Parts of cities with limited 

tree cover are known to be as 
much as 20 degrees hotter than 
those areas with abundant tree 
cover, so the tree-planting effort 
will help cool urban areas that 
currently lack trees. Many of the 
neighborhoods that lack trees are 
low-income, so the investment in 
urban forestry will help those vul-
nerable communities most of all. 

The new trees will not only 
provide cooling shade, they’ll 
gather and store carbon in their 
tissues as they grow. A number of 
studies have shown that trees and 

forests, which act as carbon sinks, 
can play a critical role in helping 
to address climate change. 

For rural forestland owners, 
the bill provides $700 million 
for the Forest Legacy Program, 
designed to permanently protect 
private forest lands through 
the purchase of voluntary con-
servation easements or direct 
acquisition by local governments. 
This will help to encourage the 
retention of private forest lands 
that might otherwise be lost to 
development or conversion to 
other uses. 

The new law also provides 

$450 million to the U.S. Forest 
Service to develop incentives for 
private landowners who agree to 
adopt voluntary forestry practices 
that aid in the fight against climate 
change. 

At the same time, the new 
measure will provide over $2 
billion in funding for thinning 
and prescribed burning on public 
lands, to reduce the risk of cata-
strophic wildfires. Those funds 
can also be used for restoration 
efforts on public lands that have 
burned. 
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Frank A. Planton
Frank A. Planton, 82, 

of Soudan, passed away 
peacefully in his home 
surrounded by all his fam-
ily on Sunday, Aug. 14, 
2022. Funeral mass will 
be 11 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 
27, at St. Martin’s Catho-
lic Church in Tower with 
Rev. Fr. Beau Braun as 
celebrant, with a visitation 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice at the church. A re-
ception will follow in the 
parish hall. 

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Landmark Funeral Home 
of Virginia.

Frank was born on 
Oct. 11, 1939, to Frank 
G. Planton and Angela 
(Yapel) Planton in Sou-
dan. Frank graduated 
from Tower High School 
in 1957. In 1959 he started 
his career at Erie Mining 
Company where he com-
pleted his welding appren-
ticeship, was a welder for 
14 years before becoming 
a supervisor. In 2001, af-
ter 42 years of service, he 
retired from LTV Steel. 
He was proud to work in 
the mines, and he cher-
ished the friendships that 
he made throughout his 
career.

On Oct. 21, 1961, he 
married the love of his life, 
Maria Zoe Zupancich and 
started a family. Frank’s 
family was his priority. 
Frank and Zoe were bless-
ed with five loving chil-
dren and their families. 

Frank had a love for 
the outdoors, which in-
cluded hunting, fishing, 
and collecting rocks for 
Zoe’s and his rock gar-
dens. His real passion 
was fishing. He loved to 
fish with his family and 
friends and enjoyed shar-
ing fishing stories with 
everyone. Fall fishing and 
netting whitefish in late 
October brought Frank 
great enjoyment. 

Frank was an avid 
gardener who maintained 
three large gardens for 
many years. He loved to 
can and pickle vegetables 
and always provided an 
abundance of food for his 
family. You would often 
find him outside tending 
to his gardens and making 
sure they would be ready 
for the fall harvest.

One of Franks joys in 
life was listening to Pol-
ka music. You could hear 
Frank’s polka music play-
ing throughout the day. At 
night he would fall asleep 
listening to beautiful pol-
ka songs. Frank and Zoe 
also loved polka dancing 
and attended 36 polka fes-
tivals in Cleveland, Mil-
waukee, and Chicago.

Frank is survived by 
children: Margie (Rod-
ney) Burgess, Frank J. 
(Carmen) Planton, John 
Planton, Mike Plan-
ton, and Annie (Tony) 
Tekautz; eight grandchil-
dren, Carleen (Mike), Bri-
an (Julia), Cole, Bradley, 
Leanne, Stefanie, Brent, 
and Nathan; and four 
great-grandchildren, Ma-
son, Greyson, Noah, and 
Landon, sister, Mary Lou, 
sister in-law, Jana Plan-
ton and many nieces and 
nephews.

Frank was preced-
ed in death by his loving 
wife, Zoe Planton of 60 
years, parents, Frank and 
Angela Planton, his broth-

er, Ray and his brother in-
law, Joseph Zupancich.

A very special thank 
you to the East Range 
Hospice Team. The family 
would also like to recog-
nize nurse Jo for the ex-
ceptional care provided to 
our dad.
 
Keith J. Vagle

Keith Joseph Vagle, 
73, of Tower, formerly of 
Biwabik, died on Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 2022, at the Sol-
vay Hospice House in 
Duluth after a courageous 
fight with cancer. A cel-
ebration of life service 
will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 19 at the Bi-
wabik Pavilion. Private in-
urnment will take place in 
Lakeside Cemetery in Bi-
wabik. Family services 
are provided by Bauman- 
Cron, a Bauman Family 
Funeral Home in Virginia.  
He was born on April 
26, 1949, in Hallock, the 
son of Arnold and Nina 
(Crow) Vagle. He was a 
graduate of Biwabik High 
School and attended the 
University of Minne-
sota. In high school, 
Keith was an ac-
complished athlete, 
lettering for five years in 
swimming, four years in 
track, and three years in 
football. He competed in 
the state swim meet during 
three years. He sang 
in the choir, lettered in 
band, and earned the 
John Philip Sousa Award.  
While attending univer-
sity, Keith was a member 
of the prestigious U of M 
marching band. His love 
of bands continued af-
ter college with his 
performing in the Biwabik 
Clown Band, the Hopkins 
West Community Band 
and the Mesabi Community 
Band.

Keith was a certified 
dive instructor, enjoying 
many hours of SCUBA 
diving. He had a life-alter-
ing accident in 1973, after 
which he was helped by 
the Courage Center and 
worked as a lab tech 

for Cargill. Keith loved 
fishing, dogs, camping at 
Pathfinder Village, and 
always saw the best in 
e v e r y t h i n g . 
Keith is survived by broth-
ers, Nick (Connie) Va-
gle of Grants Pass, Ore., 
and Scott (Terry) Vagle 
of Tower; sister-in-Law, 
Joanne Vagle of Cross 
Lake; nieces and neph-
ews, Jason (Tracy), Sar-
ah, Ian (Amanda), Dan, 
Autumn and Molly; 
grandnieces, other ex-
tended family and friends. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Arnold 
and Nina; brother, Chris; 
and nephew, Ricky. 

Gloria M. Vertin
Gloria Mae DeBernar-

di Vertin, 88, a lifelong Ely 
resident, passed away on 
Friday, Aug. 12, 2022, 
at the Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital 
surrounded by family. A 
Funeral Mass will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 20 at St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church in 
Ely with Father Charlie 
Friebohle as celebrant. 
Visitation will be from 10 
to 11 a.m. Private family 
interment will be in the 
Ely Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials are 
preferred to Northwood 
Partners – Senior Services 
in Ely. Arrangements 
are with Landmark Fu-
neral Home in Virginia. 
She is survived by her 
daughters, Marie (Matt) 
Baudek, Diane (Frank 
Guldbrandsen) Vertin, 
Kathy (Ed) Vertin-Erchul, 
Anne (Dennis) Portinen 
and JoAnne (Bob) Ver-
tin-Franklin; grandchil-
dren, Nick (Kari), Melissa 
(Garrett), Sara (Charles), 
Amanda, Brian, Max, Alex, 
Lauren, Ashley (Kyle), 
Taylor, Shelby, Mathew 
and Gianna; great-grand-
children, Aiden, Christina, 
Mariah, Easton, Reagan 
and Xander; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 
Billie J. Burritt, Billie 
Jeanne “BJ” Picek Bur-

ritt, 76, of Virginia, orig-
inally of Cook, died on 
Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022, sur-
rounded by her family. A 
celebration of life will be 
held at the historic Little 
Fork Lutheran Church in 
Cook on Friday, Aug. 19 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Lit-
tle Fork Cemetery, 9897 
Wien Rd, on the corner 
of Samuelson Rd and 
Wien Rd). Refreshments 
and bars will be available; 
however there are limited 
facilities at the historic 
church. Flower delivery is 
not available. Arrange-
ments are with Range Fu-
neral Home in Virginia. 
She is survived by her 
mother, Margaret Picek; 
children, Troy Burritt and 
Jena (Jason) Lamppa; 
grandchildren, John Bur-
ritt and McKenzie Burritt; 
siblings, Dan (Kathy) 
Picek, Tom (Char) Picek 
and Bobbi (Roy) Siegfried; 
special friend, Jerry Snell; 
and countless friends and 
family she cherished. 

Joni L. Dahl
Joni Lynn Dahl, 39, 

of Genoa Location, rural 
Gilbert, died tragically on 
Friday, Aug. 12, 2022, 
when her car was hit by a 
drunk driver on Hwy. 21 in 
Embarrass Township. 
She was a true and loyal 
daughter of the Iron Range 
who touched a multitude 
of lives. 

Funeral services 
will be private. A 
celebration of Joni’s life 
will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 26 at the 
Mountain Iron Commu-
nity Center. Friends, col-
leagues and teammates are 
invited to join the family 
to share tears, laughter, 
memories, photos and a 
meal. Arrangements are 
with Landmark Funer-
al Home of Virginia. 

Alberta F. Lah
Alberta F. “Betz” Bet-

zler Lah, 92, of Hibbing, 
died on Saturday, Aug. 13, 
2022, at Majestic Pines of 
Grand Rapids. 

Funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 20 
at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church in 
Hibbing. Rev. Fr. Daniel 
Weiske will celebrate the 
Mass of Christian Burial. 
Visitation will be from 
5-7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
19 at Dougherty Funeral 
Home with recitation of the 
Rosary at 6:30 p.m. Visi-
tation will then continue 
on Saturday, Aug. 20, for 
one hour prior to the Fu-
neral Mass at the church 
on Saturday. Interment 
will be in Maple Hill Cem-
etery of Hibbing. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials are 
preferred to the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish or the 
Hibbing Hospital Aux-
iliary. Arrangements are 
with Dougherty Funeral 
Home of Hibbing.

She is survived by her 
children, Teresa (James) 
Matetich of Grand Rapids, 
George Lah of Cloquet, 
William J. Lah of Hibbing, 
James E. (Ruth) Lah of 
Ely and Steven (Siiri) Lah 
of Rolla, Mo.; ten grand-
children; three great- 
grandchildren; and 
many wonderful niec-
es and nephews.  

Rudolf J. Jensen
Rudolf J. “Rudy” Jen-

sen, 77, of Ames, Iowa, 
died on Thursday, July 28, 
2022, at his family’s cab-
in on Burntside Lake near 
Ely. 

No formal memorial 
service is planned at this 
time. A private family re-
membrance will be held in 
Minnesota at a later date. 
Donations and memori-
als may be made to the 
Ely-Winton Historical So-
ciety, 1900 E Camp St., 
Ely, MN 55731; the Ames 
Public Library Friends 
Foundation, PO Box 1832, 
Ames, IA 50010; or a 
charity of your choice in 
Rudy’s memory. Family 
services are provided by 
Bauman-Cron, a Bauman 
Family Funeral Home in 
Virginia.

He is survived by his 
wife, Helen Hannay Jen-
sen of Ames, Iowa; son, 
Tomas Jensen (Heidi) 
and grandchildren, Lu-
kas, Malin and Aina of 
Anchorage, Alaska; 
daughter, Eleanor Jensen 
of Dennison; brother, Paul 
(Sherill Hudson) of Dan-
iel, Wyo.; and sister, 
Katharine A. Jensen (John 
Protevi) of Baton Rouge, 
La.
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FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
provided by

Ely Community Health Center

Thursday evenings 5:30-7 p.m.
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

- No appointment necessary -

Contact us for more information 
218-365-5678 or email us 

director@elycommunityhealth.org

K KK

presented by

Proceeds benefit UWNEMN's United for Veterans program.

register online at www.unitedwaynemn.org/renegade

FRIDAY 9/10
3- 6 pm: Packet pickup 
MN Discovery Center (Chisholm)

SATURDAY 9/11
7 am: Registration/Packet Pickup Opens
8 am: 25K Starts
8:30 am: First 5K Wave Starts
12 pm: Awards Presentation
Redhead MTB Trail (Chisholm)

schedule

saturday september 10th @ redhead mtb trail

thank you, sponsorS!

registration

Registration covers the cost of the trail run, a
shirt, chip timing, and one (1) free beer (for

runners 21+) or one (1) root beer.

Sept. 1 - Sept. 8
25K: $60
5K: $40 adults / $25 youth
 Day Of Event
25K: $65
5K: $45 adults / $30 youth
 

FOR MORE INFO: Call 218-254-3329 or email info@unitedwaynemn.org

Learn more about how this program helps local veterans at:
www.unitedwaynemn.org/united-veterans

30West Fitness
and Recreation

Ameriprise
Financial

Range Steel
Fabricators

Slumberland -
Tollefson's Retail Group

Midwest Manufacturing
& Mechanical, Inc.

POST 12

Scan to Register!

July 1- Aug. 31
25K: $55
5K: $35 adults / $20 youth
 

See you Saturday for FUN AT THE TRAILHEAD
with The Forge Social Haus, The Ice Cream
Truck, K&J Entertainment, and #LaterTater!



You would think that when 
you live on an island and are 
surrounded by water 
that there couldn’t 
possibly ever be a 
problem with, well, 
water. Only here’s the 
rub. It’s all in the lake. 
And as adventurous 
as it seems at first; the 
hauling buckets up for 
dishes, the jumping 
in for a cold bath, or 
drilling holes in the 
ice, eventually our 
modern convenience 

seeking minds or our aging 
bodies turn to the possibility 

of having indoor, 
running water.

Of course, our 
journey with water 
started like every-
one’s. You know, it’s 
only a short distance 
to grab a couple of 
5-gallon buckets for 
house water and dog 
water. The dogs, of 
course, never really 
drink from the lake. 
They liked it hauled 

up, too.  Is it girls or boys at the 
docks for first “baths?” And, lest 
we forget, the midnight jaunts 
to the little shack out back. Of 
course, we modernized as we 
could: electricity meant a heater 
and a light we could turn on from 
the house before heading out to 
the shack and eventually we could 
draft lake water in the summer for 
house water and an indoor potty!  
The addition of a water heater 
meant hot showers out on the 
deck. Oh, for wilderness luxury! 

 All that still left us stranded 
off the rock for winter or, as we 

were coming to think of it, back 
to the caveman days of drilling 
holes in the ice and carrying 
buckets. I doubt that cavemen 
had ice augers and plastic buckets 
but still….

A few years ago, when 
I decided the rock would be 
my full-time residence, I put 
heat lines into the water lines. 

BIG RICE LAKE— For 
much of this summer, the roar of 
an airboat engine has regularly 
broken the sounds of nature 
that normally dominate the 
shores of this remarkable lake, 
tucked away in the Superior 
National Forest about 12 miles 
north of Virginia. It’s been the 
most productive season yet in a 
multi-year effort to return this 
2,000-acre water body to its 
former status as one of the state’s 
premier lakes for wild rice.

It’s been three years since the 
state’s Outdoor Heritage Fund 
agreed to dedicate $845,000 to 
the restoration effort but planned 
work has been delayed the past 
two years, first due to COVID-
19, and, last year, due to the 
extreme drought, which made 
parts of the lake inaccessible 
even to airboats.

The airboat and the roving 
DNR crews that man the 
machine have been waging a 
battle with pickerel weed, a 
native, aquatic plant known 
for its somewhat showy purple 
flowers, emergent heart-shaped 
leaves, and its propensity for 
forming thick mats of rhizomes 
and vegetation that effectively 
block other plants, like wild rice, 
from growing. 

In many of the shallow 
lakes where wild rice grows, 
the competition between wild 
rice and pickerel weed has gone 
on for generations. In recent 
years, however, perhaps due in 
part to climate change, aquatic 
plants like pickerel weed and 

water lilies, have seemed to gain 
the upper hand on many lakes, 
including Big Rice. 

The Department of Natural 
Resources, which controls the 
public waters even on lakes in 
the national forest, has taken 
on the mission of restoring the 
lake, in part because the agency 
acknowledges it played a role in 
the decline of rice here. 

For years, beavers essen-
tially controlled the lake level 
on Big Rice, and the natural 
fluctuations that caused pro-
vided variable wild rice crops 
on Big Rice. In a good year, the 
lake looked like a wheat field 
from the shore and would attract 
hundreds of ricers as well as tens 
of thousands of ducks, geese, 
and other waterfowl. 

In 1995, DNR officials 

LIFE AT THE LAKE

A short history of water on The Rock
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Fishing reports
Ely area

Big hopes for Big Rice
RECOVERY EFFORT

Wild rice project making progress this year in wake of COVID, drought challenges

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower
CANADA GOLDENROD

The wispy, yellow flower 
stalks of  the  Canada Goldenrod, 
Solidago canadensis, are always 
a reminder that fall is just around 
the corner. Technically, there are 
three very similar goldenrods that 
are commonly lumped under the 
heading of Canada Goldenrod, but 
there’s little need for the average 
wildflower lover to worry about 
such things. In general, this plant 
is readily identified by its height 
(typically about three feet although 
it can be much taller), its narrow, 
pointed leaves and its wisps of 
tiny golden flowers, that are highly 
attractive to bees and other polli-
nators this time of year. 

Like most fall-blooming 
wildflowers, it’s a member of the 
aster family. 

See WATER...pg. 5B

Right: Drillers installing a new 
well at The Rock.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See BIG RICE...pg. 5B

photo by A. Wamhoff

Top: A DNR crew member operates the recently-purchased air 
boat on Big Rice Lake. Cutting blades that hang out the back 
below the water line, slice off the leaf stems of the pickerel 
weed, setting the stage for a possible recovery of wild rice. 

Above: Looking along the edge of the pickerel weed patch 
being “mowed” shows the effectiveness of the mowing process.

Below: A map showing the area treated so far this year in red. 

APRIL
WAMHOFF

Walleye fishing has slowed 
as walleyes are scattered and food 
is plentiful. Anglers have been 
covering ground in an attempt to 
locate biters. Trolling crankbaits 
continues to be the best option to 
not only locate walleyes, but locate 
feeding fish. Trolling shad raps in 
size seven, eight and nine with lead 
core and trolling tail dancers down 
to 18-25 feet of water has been very 
effective. Perch, firetiger and white 
have been the best colors. Anglers 
have also been catching walleyes 
trolling spinner rigs tipped with 
leeches. Increasingly anglers are 
finding walleye out on sunken 
islands, in 18-25 feet of water. 
Hammered gold, copper and nickel 
blades have been very popular 
here. If you’re marking walleyes, 
but are having a hard time getting 
them to bite, jigging raps have 
been triggering walleyes. We are 
also seeing more reports of bigger 
minnows starting to work as well. 

Panfishing has been very 
popular this last week as weed beds 
are hitting their peak and panfish 
are located in and around them. 
Sunfish anglers have been using 
medium size leeches, waxies and 
angleworms, inside and on weed 
lines. Small beetle spins have also 
been very popular. Anglers seeking 
crappies have been fishing weed 
lines or just outside the weed lines. 
Again, beetle spins, jig and twisters 
and crappie minnows, fished under 
a bobber have been very popular. 
As evening approaches crappies 
start sliding up and into weed beds 
to feed. 

Courtesy of Arrowhead 
Outdoors, in Ely



decided they could provide 
more reliable rice crops 
on the lake by getting rid 
of the beavers, installing 
a water control weir at the 
lake’s outlet, and maintain-
ing lower and more stable 
water levels. For the first 
year or two, the strategy 
appeared to work, but the 
stable water levels eventu-
ally gave pickerel weed the 
competitive edge and wild 
rice crops declined quickly 
and sharply. 

Melissa Thompson, 
who is now the DNR’s 
shallow lakes specialist 
based in Tower, is oversee-
ing the restoration effort. 
She acknowledges that 
some members of the public 
at the time had predicted the 
DNR’s management plan 
could unleash the pickerel 
weed. But lower water 
levels had seemed to help 
some other wild rice lakes 
in the state, so the DNR 
persisted— and learned a 
lesson the hard way.

“It turns out, some 
instability actually benefits 
rice,” said Thompson.

Now, they’re trying 
to tilt the balance back in 
favor of wild rice, using the 
airboat and attached cutting 
blades, purchased through 
the grant funds, to essen-
tially mow the large patches 
of pickerel weed that have 
come to dominate parts 
of the lake that once held 
wild rice. Using methods 
pioneered by the Fond du 
Lac Band, Thompson said 
the DNR has learned that 
by mowing the emergent 
pickerel a foot or two 
underwater at least twice 
a year, they can set it back 
enough to give wild rice a 
fighting chance. Sediment 

core samples taken on the 
lake show there’s still rice 
seed in the sediment and 
research from other lakes 
suggests that seed can 
remain viable for as long as 
20 years. In other words, if 
the DNR can set the stage, 
the rice should come back.

With help from Fond 
du Lac, the DNR initially 
tested the method on Big 
Rice using several plots. 
Thompson said the rice 
showed it could recover, 
which led to the plan to seek 
big-time money for a major 
restoration effort. 

Some of those funds 
went initially to rebuild 
the public access on the 
north side of Big Rice. The 
lake there was too shallow 
to accommodate the large 
airboat and a barrier of 
larger rocks a bit further 
offshore proved another 
impediment. So, the DNR 
excavated a new channel to 
provide better access.

In 2020, the DNR had 
planned to hire a seasonal 
crew, based in Tower, to 
operate the airboat but 
COVID put a temporary 
hold on that plan. In 2021, 

the agency used a roving 
seasonal crew to operate 
the airboat, but as water 
levels dropped precip-
itously throughout the 
summer, the work had to 
be suspended. 

This year, both COVID 
and Mother Nature have 
been more cooperative 
and the battle against pick-
erel weed has resumed 
in earnest, as the airboat 
has been out on the lake 
most weekdays for the 
past couple months.  Last 
year, the airboat crew was 
able to mow about 400 
acres twice, before the low 
water halted the work. This 
year, as of the first week of 
August, Thompson said the 
airboat has already mowed 
about 400 acres, with about 
a month remaining in the 
cutting season. 

“We just want to cut as 
much as we can, now,” said 
Thompson. 

So far, the mowing has 
been focused on the lake’s 
north and west side where 
the pickerel weed is the 
thickest.

It’s been an especial-
ly expensive effort this 

summer. Thompson said 
the airboat can consume 80 
gallons of gas in a full day, 
and with current gas prices, 
that adds up quickly. Even 
so, she said she doesn’t 
expect to expend all the 
grant funds when they 
expire at the end of the 2024 
fiscal year. That’s because 
COVID prevented much of 
the hiring Thompson had 
anticipated for the work, 
and the crews working the 
airboat this year are being 
funded by another pot of 
money unrelated to the 
grant. 

In addition to mowing 
t h e  p i c k e r e l  w e e d , 
Thompson said the DNR 
hopes to utilize a harvest-
er barge from the Fond 
du Lac to dig out some 
of the thicker mats of 
pickerel weed roots and 
rhizomes. The DNR also 
bought a much smaller 
“mudboat” and motor, with 
a front-mounted cutting 
attachment that crews can 
use on the thicker mats. 

In addition to the 
work on pickerel weed, 
Thompson said the DNR 
also plans to remove the 

rock weir that agency 
officials installed in 1995 
and allow the lake level 
to fluctuate naturally, as it 
did in the past. Thompson 
said that work should be 
completed in late fall this 
year or spring of next year. 

The DNR is also con-
sidering trying to till the 
sediments in some parts of 
the lake in order to bring 
old rice seed closer to the 
surface, in an effort to 
encourage its germination. 

The grant budget also 
includes funds to purchase 
wild rice seed from else-
where, but Thompson said 
the agency will try to avoid 
doing that if possible. Wild 
rice varies remarkably from 
lake to lake and Big Rice 
was well known for the high 
quality of its rice kernels, 
which were exceptionally 
long and thick enough 
to avoid splitting during 
processing. Importing seed 
from other lakes could 
impact that quality, once 
again disappointing ricers. 
Thompson said the sedi-
ment cores taken on the lake 
suggest there’s enough seed 
remaining for a recovery, 

so for now it appears any 
plan to use rice seed from 
elsewhere is on hold. 
Future in question

While the DNR is 
optimistic about the pros-
pects for restoring the 
rice crop on Big Rice, 
Thompson acknowledges 
that managing for this 
iconic Minnesota crop is 
likely to be more challeng-
ing as time goes by, and 
that even once recovered, 
Big Rice is likely to require 
ongoing maintenance to 
keep pickerel weed at bay. 

“We’ve seen pickerel 
weed exploding in other 
lakes as well,” she said. 
“It’s likely climate change 
related.” As Minnesota’s 
climate continues to warm, 
its most famous wild grain 
could easily vanish into 
history. At least for now, 
Thompson said the agency 
remains focused on its 
current goal. “The bigger 
picture is we just want to 
bring the rice back,” she 
said.

SUMMER SUN DOGS
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BIG RICE...Continued from page 4B

WATER...Continued from page 4B

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   
08/08     67     50     0.05     
08/09     73     48     0.00     
08/10     83     47     0.01     
08/11     75     40     0.00     
08/12     79     40     0.00     
08/13     71     53     0.10    
08/14     74     47     0.00   
YTD Total      18.69    

08/08     73     50     0.47     
08/09     82     55     0.00     
08/10     75     57     0.00     
08/11     73     45     0.00     
08/12     70     54     0.00     
08/13     75     59     0.00    
08/14     81     54     0.00  
YTD Total                 NA       NA

08/01     74     57     0.04     
08/02     71     56     0.00     
08/03     78     56     0.88     
08/04     70     50     0.01     
08/05     75     50     0.00     
08/06     82     64     0.34    
08/07     72     54     0.00   
YTD Total      18.88  

08/08     67     49     0.05     
08/09     75     50     0.00     
08/10     83     48     0.01     
08/11     76     41     0.00     
08/12     77     42     0.00     
08/13     70     51     0.11    
08/14     75     48     0.00     
YTD Total     16.54    

08/08     66     49     0.10     
08/09     73     48     0.00     
08/10     82     47     0.00     
08/11     75     41     0.00     
08/12     75     41     0.00     
08/13     69     50     0.00    
08/14     75     48     0.00     
YTD Total               23.72   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

   No readings 
  at presstime

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

72  56 73  56 75  56 74  5276   55

A huge improvement for 
drafting water from the 
lake in the winter. Goodbye, 
Caveman!  Almost.

While the heat lines 
did keep the water from 
freezing there seemed to 
be other factors affecting 
the lines themselves. The 
plastic pipe itself would 
shrink or the ice would shift 
and pull the pipes apart at 
the weakest connection. I 
found myself, on a couple of 
occasions, having no water 
halfway through a shower, 
while quickly producing a 
lovely ice rink in the front 
yard. And, of course, it 
always happened when it 
was at least 20 below. 

Now, while I have a bit 
of a do-it-yourselfer bone, 
which I get from my father, 
I decided it was time, and 
maybe past time to contact 
the professionals. I don’t 
suppose that I can give a 
shameless plug to who I 
have come to think of as 
MY plumbers and well 
drillers, but I contacted Froe 
Brothers and they returned 
my call right away. Yes, they 

would look at my lake water 
system and see what could 
be done but the real solution 
to my water problem was to 
drill a well. Oh boy…

And so, the decision 
was made. I cannot say 
enough about the profes-
sionalism and dedication 
of the Froe Brothers and 
staff.  They were almost as 
excited as I was when we 
hit water at 65 feet. They 
kept handing me pieces of 
the drilled rock from the 
well shaft and I still have 
them. The water is clear and 
delicious. And when all was 
said and done, they say we 
have enough water to run 
a car wash. An interesting 
idea for an island place, so 
stay tuned!

Do you think that I 
have reached the end of 
the history of water on 
the island? Or maybe the 
highlights will change 
only every century or so. 
My modern convenience 
seeking mind and my aging 
body hope so.

While common in winter, sun dogs, like these visible last week from a kayak on Stuntz Bay, are unusual in August.
photo by M. Helmberger

BIRD
SEED

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING
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EMPLOYMENT

Legal notices are online each week 
at timberjay.com and at

https://www.mnpublicnotice.com/

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
     (Wage starting at $14.18/hr.)
 Care Center
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting 
     at $35.17/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
PT LPN ($4,000 sign-on bonus)
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
     at $17.36/hr - $1,500 sign-on bonus)
Activities
PT & Casual Activities Assistant
    (Wage starting at $17.36)

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Environmental Services
FT Laundry Aide (Wage starting at $14.68/hr)
FT (Environmental Tech I) Housekeeping and 
Laundry Aide (Wage starting at $14.68/hr, $1,500 
sign-on bonus) 
Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech (Wage starting at 
     $23.38/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist   (Wage starting  
     at $26.14/hr. $4,000 sign-on bonus)
Casual Ultrasound Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Casual Radiological Tech 
     (Independent Contractor)
Hospital/ER
Casual Unit Clerk/HUC (Wage starting at 
$17.36/hr. EMT and/or NA cert. required)

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

MAIL CARRIER
Hiring for full time and possible part-time 

position for contract mail route 
in Tower and Babbitt. 

Starting pay is $20/hour plus 
gas mileage with an annual raise.

Must be reliable and have a dependable 
vehicle. Mandatory background check, drug 

test and clean driving record required.

Send resume to ross.routes790@gmail.com

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 12 & 19, 2022

JOB OPENING • CITY OF ORR
MAINTENANCE / PUBLIC 

WORKS ASSISTANT
The City of Orr is seeking candidates for a 
full-time General Maintenance/Public Works 
Assistant.  Located in far Northern Minnesota, 
Orr is considered the gateway to Voyageur’s 
National Park and Superior National Forest.  
Minimum qualifications include:  valid driver’s 
license, high school diploma or GED, required 
licenses or ability to obtain required Water 
and Wastewater Licensing, and mechanical 
aptitude.  Responsibilities include, but are not 
limited to, the following:  daily/seasonal opera-
tions, streets and parks, water and wastewater 
systems, operation and maintenance of public 
works equipment and machinery, and munici-
pal airport.   
Hiring Range:  $14.47 to $18.47/hr (DOQ) 
and competitive full-time employee benefit 
package. 

TO OBTAIN APPLICATION:  Contact Orr City 
Hall, PO Box 237, Orr, MN  55771, at 218-757-
3288; or email orrmn@centurytel.net.  Position 
will remain open until filled.

The City of Orr is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
6/17 tfn

8/19

Utility Billing/Administrative 
Clerk Opening  

The City of Cook, located in St. Louis 
County, is seeking a qualified 

individual to fill a key position on 
the City’s administrative team.

Core Areas of Responsibility include: 
Utility Billing, Front Counter (Reception) 
Duties, Other Administrative/Clerical Support, 
Records & Information Management, Social 
Media/Webpage Management, and Backup 
Duties for Payroll & Other Functions. 

Minimum Qualifications include: 1) High 
school degree or equivalent; 2) At least 
two years of experience in one or more of 
the position’s core functional areas; and 3) 
Demonstrable competency (via skills testing) 
in relevant software programs such as WORD, 
Excel, automated accounting, web content 
management. 

The Position’s Monetary Rewards include: 
a starting base wage up to $20/hr, DOQ; the 
opportunity for cost-of-living and step increas-
es added to base wage; and the City’s bene-
fits package offered for full-time employees. 
The position’s non-monetary rewards include 
working with other dedicated employees in 
a full-service, small city with a community 
center, a library, a hospital and a health clin-
ic, an airport and a liquor store that are 
municipally-owned/operated, and an ambu-
lance service; working in City Hall with the city 
administrator, the deputy clerk, and a part-time 
administrative assistant; and the opportunity to 
take pride in a position that directly benefits the 
community.

To apply:  go to cookmn.us or call (218) 666-
2200.  Open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 12 & 19, 2022

Charter School Admin
Vermilion Country School, Tower

SALARY: PER ESTABLISHED PAY SCALE 
(AVAILABLE BY REQUEST)

 
POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED  • POSITION IS PART-TIME

FULL JOB DESCRIPTION: Email jsummit@vermilioncountry.org. Also 
will be posted at WWW.VERMILIONCOUNTRY.ORG

SEND COVER LETTER AND RESUME to: Jodi Summit, Board Chair, 
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org, or call 218-753-2950.

QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum 4-year degree in relevant area. 
Administrator licensure or coursework preferred but not required. 
Experience with charter schools and school leadership. Experience/
interest in innovative learning and creating a democratic school environ-
ment. Ability to write/manage grants, interact with state agencies, VCS 
authorizer, and all stakeholders. The board envisions this to be a .50 
position, with a possibility of the remainder of the position to be filled with 
a teaching or other assignment.
 
The Vermilion Country School is a grades 7-12 charter school that 
opened in the fall of 2013. It is located in Tower, on the shores of beauti-
ful Lake Vermilion, in the heart of Minnesota’s North Country. The school 
serves a multicultural student body of 35-40 students, with an innovative 
program learning model that is uniquely-adapted to this remote commu-
nity.  For more information, visit our website at www.vermilioncountry.
org.

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools 

ECFE Classroom Assistant
Ely Public Schools is accepting applications 
for an ECFE Classroom Assistant for our 
3-year-old program. A background check is 
required.

Qualifications include:
 Preferred experience working with 2-4 year 
old children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:
 District Application (Non-Licensed)
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

Start Date: October 6, 2022 – May 18, 2023

Starting Rate of Pay: $13.80/hour
 
Hours: 7.5 hours/week (8:45 – 11:15 a.m.; 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday)

Application review to begin: August 24, 2022; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 12 & 19, 2022

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER
The American Bear Association, which co-op-
erates the Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctuary, 
is seeking a year-round, part-time (about 15 
hours/week) bookkeeper. MUST be able to 
pick up mail, invoices, receipts, make depos-
its, etc. twice a week from our Orr office/
post office/bank. Must have knowledge of 
Quickbooks , Excel & Word, PayPal, balanc-
ing daily sales, sales tax and have experience 
with banking and payroll. Pay is $20/hour. 
Please email your resume to Steph Horner at:  
bears@americanbear.org. 8/19

POSITION OPENING

Ely Public Schools
Superintendent’s Assistant

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications 
for a full-time Superintendent’s Assistant to 
perform confidential administrative work to 
ensure the proper operation of the District 
Office and provide administrative support to 
the Superintendent and school board in an effi-
cient manner. A job description is available in 
the District Office. Background check required.

Qualifications include:
 AA or Post-secondary training with secre-
tarial certification preferred
 Typing 55 w.p.m.
 Knowledge of Microsoft and Google Suites
 Two years of secretarial experience pre-
ferred
 Evidence of successful experience working 
in a collaborative setting

Desired skills include: 
 Outstanding communication, organization, 
excellent typing and database entry
 High level of professionalism

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application (non-licensed)
 Resume
 Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

SALARY: Wage and benefits are based 
on the Confidential/Supervisory Employees 
Association Master Agreement which may be 
reviewed at the District Office.

Application review to begin: August 24, 2022; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 19, 2022

POSITION OPENING

Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional

 
Ely Public Schools is accepting applications 
for a Paraprofessional beginning the 
2022-2023 school year; background check 
required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent or complete 
a Para Pro exam with a passing score 
(www.ets.org/parapro)
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting
 Ability to perform job description duties

Benefits include:
 Paid sick leave, personal days and vacation
 Health and life insurance
 Flexible spending account
 PERA retirement

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact the District Office for a complete job 
description.

Starting Rate of Pay: $17.23/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: August 24, 2022; open until 
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 19, 2022

City of Tower
OPENINGS

 Airport Commission
 Gundersen Trust

 Planning and Zoning Commission
 Tower Economic Development Authority

See www.cityoftower.com/positions-available 
or stop by City Hall to apply.  

Deadline: Wednesday, August 31

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 19 & 26, 2022



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

RUMMAGE SALE
HUGE RUMMAGE SALE 
at RED ROCK STORAGE. 
Saturday, Aug. 20. Collectibles, 
tools, fishing, camping, skiis, 
housewares, much more.  
Located at Red Rock Mini 
Storage on Hwy. 77, Lake 
Vermilion, Tower. 8/19

ESTATE GARAGE SALE- 
Saturday, Aug. 27. 8-1/2 miles 
south of Tower on Hwy 135, 
fire# 7846. Many household 
items. Info, 218-984-3885 or 
404-3593 8/19p

MOVING SALE- One day only, 
Saturday, Aug. 20, 10-4, 5166 
Wahlsten Rd., Embarrass. 
8/19p

MOVING SOON! GARAGE 
SALE. Saturday, Aug. 20, 10 - 2 
and Sunday, Aug. 21, from noon 
- 2. 930 E Conan, Ely.  A col-
lection of nice items that need 
new homes including: yard and 
garden tools, leaf blower, small 
sleeper couch, oak side chairs, 
clothing rack, small vacuum 
cleaner, XC skiis and boots.  
8/19p

MULTI-FAMILY SALE in 
EMBARRASS- 7594 Hwy 135N, 
Aug. 26 & 27, 9-3. Variety of 
items for everyone. Stop by on 
your way to the Embarrass Fair. 
8/26p
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE
4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church, Acacia 
Blvd. and Central Drive in 
Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

Summer Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Sat: 8:30-5, Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
218-753-4190

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Call 753-2950
subscribe to the

Timberjay!

$ $
$

Adverstising
PAYS OFF!

FOR SALE
Boat Lift For Sale $2500 obo 
Harbor Master Elite 5500 
lb. slant lift 27’x120” elec-
tric winch, blue canopy.  
Located on Lake Vermilion in 
Pike Bay. Purchaser responsible 
for all transportation costs and 
arrangements. Text 307-254-
2925. 8/26p

2021 HONDA PIONEER 1000 
DELUXE FOR SALE- Model M3- 
3 passenger, red/black color, full 
hard cab, glass windows front 
and rear, heater, full hard doors, 
crank down windows, wipers, 
winch, hitch, summer/half doors 
and safety nets, transferable 
remainder of 3-year extended 
warranty, just over 500 miles. 
Paid $29,690, sell for $25,000 
firm. Cliff Wagenbach, 218-753-
2005.  8/19p

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/14/2022 North

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

Director of Nursing
Nurse Manager

Registered Nurse - OB
Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

See website for position/benefit details.

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 
9/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

FROM
$2,049

$1,799*

Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • 
Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • Fairbanks • 
and more — Visit Denali National Park and Glacier Bay 
National Park on the same incredible trip! Cruise through 
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover 
the best of the Frontier State by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - September 2023
GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 8/31

833-314-1217
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Read us online 
at timberjay.com

(218) 753-2950

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Visit our showroom and you’ll find an
extensive line of top brands in any category!

Visit Our Website
www.floortoceiling.com/virginia

OUR DESIGN TOOLSOUR DESIGN TOOLS
are at  Your Fingertips

CARPETING

Our friendly staff is always 
ready to assist!

AREA RUGS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

HARDWOOD FLOORING

COMMERCIALCERAMIC TILE 

1-844-741-0381

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 

slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 

breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0253

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Check Out Our Savory New Items
See Our NEW LINE

of Croix Valley
• BBQ SAUCES

• TRAEGER RUBS
• TRAEGER GRILLS

PLUS

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

1x6 Premium... 
knotty cedar v-joint, 

end matched,
prefinished paneling

$3.89 LF

For Your Projects!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

49 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2020 Buick Envision AWD..................21K Miles!................
2020 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4...Nicely Equipped!...
2020 Chev. Silverado 2500HD High Country..Only 42K MIles!..
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD Sport 4x4.........45K Miles!........
2019 Chev. 1500 Crew Cab RST 4x4...Clean Trade-In..........
2019 Chev. Equinox LT AWD.......Hard To Find 2.0!..............
2019 Dodge Durango GT 4x4...................New Arrival!.......
2019 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4............31K Miles!..........
2018 GMC Canyon All Terrain 4x4.....Fresh Trade-In!........
2016 Chrysler 200 LTD......................65K Miles!..................
2015 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT Crew Cab 4x4..Only 79K Miles!..
2015 Chev. Impala LS...............Only 31K Miles!..................
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SE..................55K Miles!.......
2014 Chev. Equinox LT AWD.........Only 57K Miles!............

$34,990
$33,990
$71,990
$37,990
$46,990
$24,990
$35,990
$31,990
$34,990
$18,990
$34,990
$19,990
$18,990
$18,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!We Buy Clean Used Vehicles!

PRE-OWNED DEALS!PRE-OWNED DEALS!

2022 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD

NOW! $31,515
Or Choose 0% APR up to 60 MONTHS O.A.C.

MSRP $32,715
Customer Cash $1,200

Disclosures* 0% APR up to 60 months with GM Financial O.A.C. Not compatible
with all rebates and offers. Must take delivery by 8/31/2022. See dealer for details.

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Clean, minimalist
modern styles
for your office


