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A GRAND NIGHT FOR SINGING
Ely Spring Musical back in tune for 2022

ELY – A packed house enthusiastically 
welcomed a return to live theater here last 
Sunday afternoon for a matinee performance 
of “A Grand Night for Singing.”

The 2022 Ely Community Spring 
Musical, a Rodgers and Hammerstein revue 
of more than two dozen popular tunes from 
a variety of successful musicals, was pre-
sented last weekend by the Northern Lakes 
Arts Association and Vermilion Community 
College.

Performances in the VCC Fine Arts 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

TOWER- Members 
of the Tower Ambulance 
Commission looked at ways 
of moving to a higher level 
of emergency care, called 
Advanced Life Support, 
at their quarterly meeting 
on April 4, but not before 

the newly appointed repre-
sentative from Greenwood 
Township immediately aired 
some complaints and then 
abruptly left shortly after the 
meeting started.

The commission was 
established to deal with the 
purchase of new ambulances, 
but in recent years has seen 
itself in a more advisory role 

as the ambulance service 
has struggled with financial 
issues. The commission 
includes one member each 
from the city, Bois Forte 
Band, and the townships in 
the state-mandated ambu-
lance service area.

Before the commission 
had even approved its agenda, 
newly appointed Greenwood 

representative Rick Stoehr 
began asking questions about 
financial issues. Then he 
asked about funds a Tower 
city audit had shown to be 
taken from the ambulance 
service’s operating fund in 
previous years. 

Tower Mayor Dave 

Ambulance Commission weighs shift to ALS service
Greenwood representative airs grievances, leaves meeting
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

The cast of “A Grand Night of 
Singing,” top, performed before 
appreciative audiences last week. 
Laurie Kess, at right, sang “A 
Wonderful Guy” in the first act. 
photos by K. Vandervort

GREENWOOD

GREENWOOD TWP- In an email sent 
out to Greenwood Board members and the 
Timberjay on Saturday, April 2, Clerk Debby 
Spicer said her statements made at the March 
24 Reorganizational Meeting “were made 
under emotional stress” and that she does “not 
intend to resign my elected position of clerk.”

Spicer went on to write, “I have been 
the victim of continuous vindictive attitude 
directed to me by Supervisor [Sue] Drobac, 
and the inaccurate information produced by 
[Chairman] Mike Ralston that lowered the 
clerk wage when Drobac was clerk.  

The Breitung Clerk salary is $23,500 per 
year, and she is asked to keep the office open 
for 12 hours per week, but she works many 
more hours than that,” Spiver wrote.

REGIONAL— The fight over the future 
of the proposed Twin Metals copper-nickel 
mine continues unabated, despite the recent 
cancellation of mineral leases critical to the 
project and proposed mineral withdrawal. 
The recent Russian invasion of Ukraine has 
given fresh fodder for the company’s argu-
ments about the strategic importance of the 
metals the proposed mine would produce. 

“The metals we mine are the metals 
you use,” reads the home page of the Twin 
Metals website, and it’s an argument that 
they’re hoping catches on as they work to 
head off efforts by opponents of the mine 
to win passage of permanent protections 
against sulfide-based mining upstream of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 

“If this country wants to produce its 
own nickel, it has to do it in Minnesota,” 
said Twin Metals’ Chief Regulatory Officer 
Julie Padilla during March 31 testimony 
before the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. “We can mine here 

Clerk says she did 
not intend to resign
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

‘The metals we  
mine are the 
metals you use’
Critics: Twin Metals misled 
Congress over ore deposits

NETT LAKE -  Incumbent 
office holders typically have a 
decided advantage in running 
for re-election, but that 
wasn’t the case in the Bois 
Forte Band primary election 
held on Tuesday, as pre-
liminary results had two in 

tight races to advance to the 
June general election while a 
third appeared to have been 
soundly defeated.

Secretary/Treasurer 
David Morrison Sr., District 
1 representative Shane Drift, 
and District 2 representative 
Peter Boney all faced multi-
ple challengers, necessitating 
the primary election. The two 

top  vote-getters for each posi-
tion move on to the general 
election in June.

Tribal officials live 
streamed the preliminary 
count and tally of the ballots 
Tuesday night on the Band’s 
YouTube channel and Zoom, 
with the last of the ballots 
arriving from Minneapolis at 
about 1:15 a.m., Wednesday. 

Boney, who garnered 48 
percent of the vote against 
seven challengers in the 
2018 primary, failed to hold 
on to his seat after placing 
a distant third in a five-way 
race. Hannah Chosa, who 
garnered 41.5 percent of the 
vote, and Robert Moyer, at 

Bois Forte primary voters tough on incumbents
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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Learn about starting a daycare
ELY- The Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospi-

tal, in conjunction with the Community Care Team, 
City of Ely, and St. Louis County, will be hosting 
an informational session for anyone interested in 
learning more about owning and operating in-home 
daycare in the area. The meeting is scheduled for 4 
p.m. on Monday, April 11, and light refreshments 
will be provided. 

For more information, contact the EBCH Mar-
keting and Communications Team Leader at 218-
365-8739. 

COVID-19 shots offered Fridays in Ely
ELY- The Ely Community Pharmacy will 

continue to offer COVID shots every Friday during 
their regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. These 
shots can be first or second doses or a booster. For 
more information, call the pharmacy at 218-365-
8788.

Free children’s vitamins offered in Ely
ELY- The Ely Community Pharmacy has started 

a new program to offer free vitamins for children. 
Your child will receive a punch card that can be used 
each month to refill their bottle of chewable chil-
dren’s vitamins. For more information, stop in the 
Ely Community Pharmacy or call them at 218-365-
8788.

St. Louis County requires permit for 
short-term rentals

REGIONAL- With many people planning ahead 
for summer vacation and trips to enjoy the outdoor 
beauty and recreation opportunities of northern 
Minnesota, the St. Louis County Planning and Com-
munity Development Department reminds property 
owners that a permit is required to rent out their 
property on a short-term basis. Property owners are 
encouraged to apply soon in order to have the proper 
approval needed before booking summer rentals.

 Information on the permit process and the 
required standards for septic, parking and insurance 
requirements can be found online at stlouiscountymn.
gov/str or by contacting St. Louis County Planning 
at 218-749-7103 or LandUseInfo@stlouiscountymn.
gov.

 The St. Louis County Board approved rules in 
2020 allowing for short-term rentals within the coun-
ty but requiring a permit. This allows for regulation 
to protect the safety of visitors and rights of neigh-
boring property owners, while also preserving the 
character of residential areas. A number of St. Louis 
County services play a role in the short-term rental 
market, including property classification, land use 
administration, solid waste, and on-site sewage treat-
ment compliance. In addition to the county permit, 
short-term rentals must also contact the Minnesota 
Department of Health regarding state lodging license 
requirements. 

USDA accepting applications to help 
low-income individuals/families 

REGIONAL - USDA Rural Development is 
accepting applications for very-low and low-income 
individuals and families seeking to purchase or repair 
a home in a rural area. Applications are available 
year-round as long as funding is available.

The Direct Home Loan program offers financing 
to qualified very-low and low-income applicants who 
are unable to qualify for traditional financing. No 
down payment is required, and the interest rate could 
be as low as one percent with a subsidy. Applicants 
must meet income and credit guidelines and demon-
strate repayment ability. The program is available in 
rural communities of generally 35,000 people or less. 

The maximum loan amount is $40,000 at a 
one-percent interest rate, repayable over a 20-year 
term and can be used to improve or modernize homes 
and do essential repairs. Grants of up to $10,000 
are available to homeowners 62 and older and must 
be used to remove health or safety hazards, such as 
fixing a leaking roof, installing indoor plumbing, or 
replacing a furnace. 

Contact a USDA Rural Development housing 
specialist in your area today, to see if you qualify. 
For more information, visit www.rd.usda.gov/mn.

Ukrainian Easter Egg painting class on 
April 18 in Soudan

REGIONAL- The Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
is recognizing 17 wastewater treat-
ment plants (WWTP) in north-
eastern Minnesota for outstanding 
permit compliance. To receive this 
recognition, facilities were required 
to demonstrate consistent compli-
ance with monitoring, operations, 
and maintenance requirements; 
submit all reports to the MPCA cor-
rectly and on time; and employ staff 
certified by the MPCA in wastewa-
ter operations.

The following northeastern 
WWTP facilities have received the 

award: Northshore Mining Co (Bab-
bitt), Ely, Eveleth, United Taconite 
LLC (Forbes), Grand Marais, Car-
ibou Highlands Lodge (Lutsen), 
Heritage at Lutsen (Lutsen), Marble, 
Mt. Iron, Tower/Breitung (Soudan), 
Virginia and Winton.

“The MPCA appreciates the 
considerable efforts by permittees 
and operators to protect and pre-
serve water quality,” said Dana Van-
derbosch, Assistant Commissioner 
for Water Policy and Agriculture at 
MPCA. “It is this kind of difficult 
work that has enabled Minnesota to 
significantly reduce pollution com-

ing from point sources like sewage 
treatment facilities.” 

A total of 273 wastewater treat-
ment plants across Minnesota are 
being recognized for the award. 
Minnesota has approximately 1,600 
municipal and industrial wastewa-
ter treatment facilities. Community, 
institution, or treatment plant size 
were not factors in awarding the 
certificates.

A complete list of winners is 
available on the MPCA’s Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility Operations 
Award webpage.

SOUDAN- The Lake Vermil-
ion Cultural Center is hosting a 
Ukrainian Easter Egg painting class 
on Monday, April 18. The class will 
be held at the Vermilion Park Inn 
in Soudan. Cost of the class is $25 
which includes a soup and sandwich 
lunch which begins at 12 noon. The 
class itself runs from 1 – 5 p.m., and 
all materials will be provided. All 
proceeds will benefit the Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center. Class size is 
limited to 15, and pre-registration is 
required by emailing Mary Batinich 
at malexbat@gmail.com.

The class is being taught by 
John and Denise Lindquist. The cou-
ple first learned the art of Ukrainian 
egg decorations when they took a 
community education class in 1985 
from Lucy Karcok, whose eggs are 
displayed at the Smithsonian. Lucy 
has also been featured in several 
articles of the “Ukrainian Weekly.” 
Since then, the Lindquists have en-
joyed sharing how to make these 
beautiful eggs, called pysanky in 
Ukrainian, with friends, family, and 
many others.

Pysanky have been part of the 
culture of the Ukrainian people dat-
ing back to pre-Christianity. The 
peasants believed there was great 

power embodied in the egg, so they 
decorated them in the spring to cel-
ebrate the renewal of nature and 
life. Geometrically decorated eggs 
with stylized animals were given to 
symbolize protection, health, fertili-
ty, love, bountiful harvest, prosper-
ity, etc. Once Christianity arrived, 
symbols of the church and love of 
God were incorporated. The dyes 

were derived from nature and a 
wax resist process was used where 
melted beeswax was applied to the 
egg using a kistka (copper cone for 
scooping beeswax which was wired 
to a dowel and heated by a candle 
flame). If protected from sunlight, 
small children and animals, the eggs 
will keep for years.

Samples of Ukrainian pysanky eggs.

REGIONAL- The University 
of Minnesota/St. Louis County Ex-
tension will be conducting an edu-
cational program for northern gar-
deners on Tuesday, April 12 from 
1-4:30 p.m. at the Mt. Iron Commu-
nity Center. The program will pro-
vide information on how gardeners 
can adjust to and even benefit from 
our changing climate.  Speakers 
from the University of Minnesota, 

St. Louis County, and a local green-
house will share research-based 
information on how gardeners can 
apply knowledge to grow resilient 
and successful gardens. The pro-
gram will also feature new content 
on growing tomatoes and recent re-
search on growing colored roasting 
peppers. Participants will receive 
the 2022 vegetable variety list, top-
ten tomato list, and materials on 

growing resiliently.
The $25 program cost includes 

refreshments and resource materi-
als. (Registration may be limited 
due to spacing requirements.) To 
register, call 218-749-7120, send a 
check payable to St. Louis County 
to SLC Extension, GSC, 201 S 3rd 
Ave. W, Virginia, MN  55792, or 
visit z.umn.edu/SLCGarden.

REGIONAL– Through the con-
tributions of Lake Country Power’s 
participating members, the Oper-
ation Round Up® Electric Trust 
Board recently approved $53,075 in 
assistance to local community pro-
grams during its quarterly meeting. 

The cooperative’s Trust Board 
reviewed and considered 29 grant 
applications and distributed funds 
to 27 projects and programs this 
past quarter. Since the program’s in-
ception in October 2004, more than 
$2.8 million has been distributed to 
community-based projects and pro-
grams.

“Thank you for the funding we 
received,” said Dave Buxengard, 
northern Minnesota funding director 
of Minnesota Adult & Teen Chal-
lenge (MNTC). “With the grant that 
Operation Round Up® provided, 
MNTC will be able to provide coun-
seling for one month for 20 people. 
MNTC has an 80-percent success 

rate in treating those who complete 
the program. I hope you feel a sense 
of joy in providing hope for the peo-
ple going through this program.” 

 All funds generated through 
Operation Round Up® are set aside 
in a trust fund. A voluntary Trust 
Board of nine co-op members ad-
ministers the trust. Of the funds 
collected through the program, 100 
percent is distributed to charitable 
organizations through an applica-
tion and selection process. The Trust 
Board uses special guidelines and 
policies when choosing recipients.

The most recent local recipients 
include: Hibbing Farmers Market 
supporting an accessibility project, 
Tower Soudan Historical Society for 
train car electrical improvements, 
Ely Quiltmaker’s Gift Production 
Co. for musical presentation, Project 
Care Free Clinic supporting health-
care for uninsured and underin-
sured,  Care Partners for a financial 

assistance program (Eveleth), Tow-
er Soudan Community Education 
for their soccer program, Camp Ol-
son YMCA, for youth scholarships 
in LCP’s service area, St. Louis 
County Volunteer Rescue Squad for 
a powered window glass cutter,  and 
Ely Story Portage for a computer. 

Operation Round Up® is a char-
itable program unique to electric co-
ops, which is designed to provide 
financial assistance to worthwhile 
activities and community projects 
by “rounding up” members’ electric 
bills to the nearest dollar. The aver-
age donation of each participating 
Lake Country Power member is less 
than $6 annually.

Applications are available on-
line at www.lakecountrypower.coop 
(My Cooperative > Community > 
Operation Round Up®). The next 
application deadline is May 15. 

Growing green in a changing climate gardening program on April 12

Operation Round Up® funds community programs

MPCA recognizes wastewater facilities in NE Minnesota for operational excellence

DRY NEEDLING

Modern pain relief treatMent
Headaches • Jaw pain

Shoulder, neck, & Back pain
Muscular tension 
planter fasciitis

Physical Therapy Clinics in 
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

pHone: 218-481-7603 
WeBSite: living-well-therapy.com

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free 
consultation to see if physical therapy can 

help you or look us up on the web

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

CHECK OUT askjean.net for current TAX TIPS!

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

HRS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Disclosures: * 0% APR up to 48 months with
GM Financial O.A.C. Not compatible with all 

rebates and offers. Must take delivery by 
5/2/2022. See dealer for details.

WE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLESWE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLES

2019 Buick Envision Premium II AWD......GM Certified!....
2018 RAM 1500 4x4 Bighorn...........Just Reduced!.............
2018 Jeep Compass Limited 4x4...........23K Miles!...............
2017 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 4x4........Price Drop!...... 
2013 Dodge Grand Caravan.................Stow-N-Go.................

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY 
PRE-OWNED DEALS

$34,990
$38,990
$29,990
$42,990
$15,990

 

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

MSRP $47,190
Customer Cash-$500

Purchase Bonus Cash-$500
                           NOW $46,190

* OR CHOOSE 0% APR!

2022 Chevrolet Silverado
Crew Cab 1500 LTD LT 4x4

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW
Great Food!

Lenten Specials!
THURS: NOON-7 PM
Burgers & Fried Food

Fried: Chicken, Onion Rings, 
Cream Cheese Wontons, 

Hammies, Mozzarella Sticks, 
with Misc. Sauces

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

 THURS-FRI: NOON-7 PM
           Burgers, Chili,
 Fish & Fries-$8
   (through Lent)
 Meatless Soup: Tomato Basil



REGIONAL- The rum-
blings that Minnesota’s flag 
could do with a redesign 
are being felt in the state 
Legislature again as a bill 
introduced last year by 
Rep. Peter Fischer, DFL-
Maplewood, has gained some 
traction in the current session.

Fischer has been looking 
into the flag issue since 2017, 
when two high school stu-
dents came to him with a list 
of issues about the design, 
which does little to easily 
identify and distinguish 
Minnesota from the flags 
of nearly 20 other states. In 
fact, an association of flag 
experts, the North American 
Vexillological Association, 

has rated Minnesota’s flag 
among the ten worst flags 
among U.S. states and 
Canadian provinces.

“The design is not simple: 
no child could draw it from 
memory,” wrote Thomas 

McDonald to seek reelection

Alarm sounds over 66-percent pay hike recommendation
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CITY OF ELY

City looks to fill vacant emergency management post

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
www.vermilionland.com 
info@vermilionland.com

Tower:  218-753-8985

WE SELL THE NORTH!

WE NEED LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 
property valuation

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com   bicrealty.com

NEW LISTING!  2 BR, 3/4 BA home in Orr with 
Pelican Lake views. Spacious kitchen, open 
dining room/living room area, den. Detached 
2-stall garage. $110,000  MLS# 143013

SALE PENDING!  This 2 BR, 1 BA partially 
finished home sits on a heavily wooded 2.3 acre 
parcel located between Cook and Tower. Home 
has solar power, holding tank. $129,000
MLS# 142936

EMBARRASS  85 acres surrounded on 3 sides 
by public lands. Lots of privacy, great recreational/ 
hunting land, close to ATV and snowmobile trails. 
Easement from Doig Rd on the south. $50,000  
MLS# 142517

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Littlefork-$395,000 Café, motel and RV park situ-
ated on Main St. Open year-round, 9 motel rooms 
and 4 RV sites. Café has full kitchen and dining 
area. MLS#139606
Pelican Lake-$94,900   50 acres on Pelican Lake 
with 400+ ft of shoreline. MLS#126770
Cook-$90,000 Private 60 acre parcel is wooded
with open fields. Near the Littlefork River.
MLS#141514.
Lake Vermilion-$125,000  Pine Island 3.5 +/- 
acre lot with 205+/- Lake Vermilion lakeshore.          
MLS#137634
Orr-$69,995 40 remote acres surrounded by 
public lands. Mix of trees and open fields.                   
MLS#142784

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

Minnesota’s state seal, 
set against a blue 
background, currently 
forms the basis of the 
state flag. 

ELY – City council members 
here approved an updated job 
description for the city’s emer-
gency management director posi-
tion Tuesday night, and agreed to 
post the position internally within 
the police department. But at least 
one council member balked at 
a 66-percent wage increase for 
the post as recommended by the 
employee relations committee.

According to minutes from 
the March 24 meeting of the 
employee relations committee, 
the responsibility for emergency 
management was part of the fire 
chief’s job description when it 
was a full-time position. When 
the fire department lead position 
was reduced to part-time, the 
emergency management duties 
were not redefined and the posi-
tion was in flux until police Sgt. 
George Burger took them over. 
He was paid $300 per quarter. 
Burger left the state last summer 
and the position has been vacant 
since then.

Under new duty responsibili-
ties, as approved by the employee 

relations committee, the emer-
gency management director 
would report to the police chief 
and be in close communication 
with the mayor, city council, 
fire chief and all city personnel. 
The new director would provide 
quarterly reports to the city 
council and would work with all 
area emergency response agen-
cies, including the emergency 
preparedness group.

The employee relations 
committee recommended a pay 
of $500 per quarter for the police 
officer who performed the duties 
above and beyond law enforce-
ment responsibilities.

“I’m just curious how we 
ended up with the 66-percent 
increase in compensation for this 
position,” said council member 
Al Forsman. “This (new) person 
won’t have all the training that 
would be necessary.”

Ely Assistant Police Chief 
Mike Lorenz, who was attending 
the council meeting for Police 
Chief Chad Houde, could not 
add any insight on how the pay 

amount was determined by the 
chief, and offered to get more 
information.

Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski noted that the offi-
cial job description presented 
to the council indicated that the 
compensation for the emergen-
cy management director would 
be determined by the council. 
“The point was to get the posi-
tion posted internally within the 
police department, and if that is 
something the council wants to 
negotiate later, that is certainly a 
route you can go,” he said.

Council member Paul Kess 
said that with all the responsi-
bilities asked of an emergen-
cy management director, “the 
compensation doesn’t seem 
excessive.”

Mayor Roger Skraba, added, 
“I tend to agree. I don’t like 
comparing to other communities, 
but I don’t think many have an 
emergency management director. 
If we can get one, having one as 
a police officer is even better.”

Forsman also voiced con-

cerns over a police officer 
incurring overtime in training 
and doing the job of emergency 
management.

Lorenz said most of the train-
ing for emergency management 
is now done online.

“We do training like that 
when we have time while working 
our regular shift,” he said.

Langowski added that in 
conversations with Chief Houde, 
“We are looking to expand upon 
what the emergency manager’s 
role used to be and what the 
council envisions it to be in 
the future,” he said. “We are 
looking at more involvement, 
bringing the other departments 
together, bringing the emergency 
preparedness group together. As 
part of the intent of the revised 
job description, compensation is 
just a recommendation.”

Council members approved 
the revised job description, 
and agreed to post the position 
internally within the police 
department without stipulating 
compensation.

In other business, the council:
Approved hiring Chad 

Gregerson for the Electrical Line 
Worker IV position.

Approved a recommen-
dation from the Ely Utilities 
Commission to allow Treehouse 
Broadband to modify their lease 
and install a new equipment room 
in the base of the water tower.

Approved a request from 
MIDCO Communications to use 
a portion of the old city garage for 
equipment storage, at $300 per 
month, during their fiber upgrade 
project in the city.

Approved the Fourth of 
July parade route and approved 
a Music in the Park event for 
Saturday July 2 in Whiteside 
Park.

Approved a temporary 
liquor license for Northeastern 
Minnesota for Wilderness for 
an event in the Chapman Street 
Pocket Park on Saturday, July 2.

Approved a temporary 
liquor license for the Ely Folk 
School for an event at Semer’s 
Park on Wednesday, May 11.

ELY- St. Louis County 
Commissioner Paul McDonald 
announced this week that he will 
seek re-election this fall to the St. 
Louis County Board.

“Serving the people of the 
Fourth District has been one of 
the great honors of my life,” said 
Commissioner McDonald.  “Over 
my three plus years in office, we 
have made great progress and I 
want to do my part to see it con-
tinue. The board has put ideas in 
place to help reconnect students 
in the schools, established mental 
health initiatives and continue to 
promote economic development in 
the region. The pandemic has been 
stressful, but we have continued to 
work to make St. Louis County a 
better place.”

McDonald was first elected to 
the St. Louis County Board in 2018 
and currently serves as board chair. 

“I pride myself on being a 
team builder and always strive for 
what is truly best for the residents 
of St. Louis County. If we all work 

together, we can create solutions 
to many of the issues facing the 
county,” said Commissioner 
McDonald.  “My passion for our 
youth, our seniors and our Veterans 
are at the core of my drive to make 
our area the best it can possibly be.”

“As the Commissioner who 
represents a great portion of the 
mineral area of St. Louis County, 
I will continue to make the support 

of mining and its expansion our top 
priority as it provides the jobs and 
tax base that helps our citizens in 
all walks of life.”

McDonald currently chairs the 
Northeast Minnesota Joint Powers 
ATV Board and is vice-chair 
of the Joint Powers Emergency 
Communications Board. He also 
sits on the Voyagers National 
Park Clean Water Joint Powers 
Board, the AEOA Board, and many 
others. “As a commissioner, former 
educator and community/union 
activist, I have learned the impor-
tance of involvement, persistence 
and commitment to get things 
accomplished,” said McDonald.  “I 
was fortunate to spend two years 
as the Chair of Public Works and 
Transportation and we invested 
well over 50 million dollars each 
year to improve our roads and 
bridges. St. Louis County is leading 
the way in the state when it comes 
to transportation issues.”

A Chisholm native, McDonald 
has lived the past 33 years in Ely. 

Comm. Paul McDonald

Is Minnesota’s flag 
due for a makeover?
House bill could lead to new design

See FLAG...pg. 5



 As a little girl, 
I spent a lot of time 
slogging around 
in rubber boots in 
search of a puddle 
or a pond, drawn by 
some invisible force 
to the sights and 
sounds of water. A 
successful find was 
always a delight, 
even if only a trickle.

Early in their 
marriage, my young 
parents set a goal to save enough 
money to move out of the ratty 

little house they were 
renting and into a 
house of their own 
— one with a yard. 
By the time I, their 
third child, was born, 
they had fulfilled 
their dream. My hap-
piest memories were 
staged in that yard 
with its lush lawn and 
fruit trees.

 T h e i r  n e w 
house was a two-bed-

room bungalow, not unlike most 
others on our gravel road, but 

our home on Linville Street felt 
special. The yard, surrounded by 
a tall, white picket fence, fostered 
feelings of safety and comfort like 
the ones I saw in my storybooks. 

Fences were important. They 
acted as symbolic barriers to the 
outside world. They set limits, 
requiring permission from my 
parents before traveling beyond. 
Getting permission for nearly 
everything became the expecta-
tion following my father’s death. 
I guess my mother needed to keep 
a tight grip on the reins until she 
was sure her children were strong 

enough to hold onto them without 
her. Another one of those sym-
bolic boundaries was the giant 
maple tree three houses down. 
It defined the end of our block 
—  the furthest point to which I 
could venture away from home. 

We didn’t live in a city. 
Linville was located in one of the 
few remaining townships where 
cornfields and wetlands created 
an obstacle to the ever-creeping 
urban sprawl from Detroit’s lower 
west side. We didn’t have side-
walks. But that didn’t keep me 
from pulling my wagon along the 

well-worn path that ran in front 
of the neighbors’ fence lines. I 
never went beyond that maple. In 
fact, I called it my “mama tree”.

Once I learned to ride my 
bicycle, I longed to go further. 
And one day I did. Most enjoyable 
of all were bike rides right after a 
heavy rain, at full-speed through 
the deepest puddles I could find. 
No longer was I entertained by 
rerouting little rivulets of run-off 
from our driveway en route to 
the ditch.

We always enjoy hearing 
of new economic activity in the 
community, especially in the 
local foods sector, but ever since 
Chuck Farmer’s article about 
Chuckling Cheese, it’s been pan-
demonium here in Linden Grove.  
An endless line of woodchucks 
coming out of hibernation are 
knocking on the door all hours 
of the night.  Where’s the cheese 
factory?  I can’t find these people.  
I want to work at the cheese 
factory.  They stop by at 2, 3, 
and 4 in the morning, and I’ll tell 
you some of the little guys are 
downright rude.  Who knew that 
local entrepreneurs could trigger 
a woodchuck revolt?  We finally 
had to put up a sign, “This is not 
Chuckling Cheese and we don’t 
know where it is.” And we put a 
pile of want ads next to the sign.

Kelly Dahl
Linden Grove

Your feature on the fledgling 
business of raising woodchucks 
for making artisan cheese was 
enlightening. Are the entrepre-
neurs going to start selling stock 
or are they going to stay privately 
owned? Hopefully, they might 
make an appearance at the Earth 
Fest later this month, along with 
the “contributing editor,” Mr. 
Chuck Farmer, who appears to 
have his finger on the pulse of all 
things  agriculturally innovative.

 On the more realistic side, 
there actually was a man and 
his companion who raised wild 
beavers in their cabin and on their 
woodland property in Canada.

Born in England, Archie 
Belaney became an orphan and 
was taken in by a couple of his 
aunts as a child. He avidly read 
all the adventure books and 
dime novels about First Nations 
people in Canada and the U.S. 

and eventually left Britain and 
emigrated to Canada to begin 
life as a woodsman, hunter and 
trapper with the new moniker, 
“Grey Owl.” He passed himself 
off as native or at least part 
native, and became a legendary 
conservationist after realizing 
some furbearers were becoming 
in danger of extinction. He wrote 
“Sajo and the Beaver People” 
and several other books and 
lectured widely in Canada and 
Europe. His false claim to be 
born of the First Nations wasn’t 
revealed until after his death. His 
positive influence for conser-
vation, however, lived on even 
though the public became aware 
of his false ancestral claim.

As far as can be determined, 
he and his associates never 
attempted to exploit the lactation 
of mother rodents in an effort to 
make cheese. Too bad, a natural 
boreal-inspired fromage with 
“notes of aspen bark and hints of 
alder tannin” might have become 
a classic in high-end restaurants.

Mark Roalson
Hoyt Lakes

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION
Editorial

How about a solution?

We recognize that politi-
cians occasionally shade the 
truth and engage in hyperbole. 
And a few too many are willing 
to engage in a bit of demagogu-
ery at times. We all learn to take 
that with a grain of salt. Yet the 
almost daily dump of nonsense 
that emanates from the office of 
Eighth District Congressman 
Pete Stauber is disturbing, in 
large part because it demon-
strates the congressman’s toxic, 
partisan approach to almost 
every issue. 

The latest example was 
Stauber’s response to the 
Biden administration’s efforts 
to increase domestic produc-
tion of critical minerals and 
metals as a way to reduce the 
country’s reliance on foreign 
sources of minerals. Within 
days of taking office last year, 
President Biden signed an exec-
utive order requiring a review 
of vulnerabilities in the U.S. 
supply chain, particularly for 
critical minerals. Last June, the 
administration released an anal-
ysis that found an over-reliance 
on foreign sources, including 
adversaries like China and 
Russia, in some cases, and the 
administration has now devel-
oped a plan to address the issue. 

I t ’s  a  mul t i - face ted 
approach that includes invok-
ing the Defense Production 
Act, which will give the admin-
istration more tools, including 
federal funding, to help com-
panies engaged in the mining, 
processing, and recycling of 
critical materials, like lithium, 
nickel, and cobalt. 

To hear Stauber tell it, of 
course, “There has not been a 
single policy put forward by 
Biden, including his [recent] 
announcement, that will bring 
back domestic oil and mineral 
production.”

That’s the definition of 
political nonsense, and it fails to 
acknowledge that it was Stauber, 
among other Republicans, who 
opposed investments in job-cre-
ating industries that could help 
to ramp up domestic mineral 
production. The Biden admin-
istration, for example, recently 
announced a $140 million 
Department of Energy demon-
stration project to recover rare 
earth elements and critical 
minerals from coal ash and other 
mine waste, potentially creating 
a whole new industry that could 
create thousands of new jobs 
while weaning the U.S. off our 
dependency on China for rare 
earths. The DOE will also invest 
$3 billion in new technology 
to refine battery materials such 
as lithium, cobalt, nickel, and 
graphite, and to improve battery 
recycling capabilities. 

These new investments 
were funded through the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 
a measure that Stauber voted 
against, even as he shamelessly 
tries to take credit for every 
dollar the new law sends to the 
Eighth District. 

That same law invests 
tens of billions of dollars to 
advance our transition to clean 
energy, which will create tens 
of thousands of new jobs, 
address climate change, and 
help to reduce our reliance on 
fossil fuels, regardless of where 
they are produced. While those 
are long-term solutions, the 
administration is addressing 
short term supply concerns 
by releasing oil from the U.S. 
strategic reserve and pressing 
our allies to do the same from 
their own reserves. That will not 
only help reduce prices at the 
pump (indeed, they’re already 
dropping), but will take money 
out of the Kremlin’s coffers as 
it pushes down the price of oil 
globally. In other words, the 
administration has put forward 
a comprehensive plan intended 
to actually do something about 
the problem in both the short 
and long-term. Not surprisingly, 
Stauber is opposed to all of it. 

It’s always easy to take 
potshots. What you don’t hear 
from Stauber are any actual 
solutions. The Keystone XL 
pipeline, a frequent GOP talking 
point, wouldn’t have produced 
a single drop of oil in its entire 
lifetime, and it was designed 
primarily to ship Canadian 
crude, not U.S. supplies. And 
the Twin Metals copper-nickel 
mine, which Stauber has backed 
despite its well-established 
risks to the Boundary Waters, 
would have, at best, produced 
a drop in the proverbial bucket 
in terms of America’s need for 
strategic metals And there was 
no guarantee any of it would 
have been used domestically 
since the refining was expected 
to be done overseas, where it 
would simply have become 
part of the same global supply 
chain we’re currently worried 
about. What’s more, a Harvard 
economic study suggested the 
mine would actually lead to less 
economic growth, and greater 
dependence on unsustainable 
industries, in the Ely area than 
without it. And that didn’t even 
consider the devastating impact 
to the local economy in the event 
of a major toxic leak. That’s why 
the U.S. Forest Service opposes 
the project. It’s high risk with 
little to no ability to mitigate 
the damage such a mine could 
well cause. Even the Trump 
administration moved to block 
mining near Yellowstone for 
some of the very same reasons 
as with Twin Metals’ project. 
If Stauber doesn’t believe the 
science that convinced the 
U.S. Forest Service, where’s 
his science showing otherwise? 

Rather than serving up 
demagoguery and pot shots 
seven days a week, Stauber 
should start doing the hard 
job of actually bringing some 
solutions to the Eighth District. 
And, by that, we don’t mean 
photo ops with every Eighth 
District funding initiative he 
voted against. 

Stauber’s toxic approach to politics 
shows the GOP’s utter lack of ideas

Letters from Readers

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN
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When a rite of spring became a rite of passage

The woodchucks 
are looking for the 
cheese factory

Was beaver milk 
cheese a missed 
opportunity?

COMMENTARY

Who are the greatest Americans?
Who are the most important 

Americans? It’s a question that’s 
sure to generate lots of disagree-
ment. It might even start some 
passionate arguments. Everyone 
has a different idea of who they 
are. 

Most of us 
would  inc lude 
p r e s i d e n t s  o n 
the list: George 
W a s h i n g t o n , 
Abraham Lincoln, 
maybe Franklin 
Roosevel t .  We 
might  look to 
America’s found-
e r s :  T h o m a s 
Jefferson and James 
Madison (also pres-
idents), Alexander 
H a m i l t o n , 
Benjamin Franklin and others. 

But government leaders 
aren’t the only ones who made 
the United States what it is. 
Inventors and entrepreneurs 
produce the tools and technolo-

gies that define our lives: Thomas 
Edison and Alexander Graham 
Bell come to mind, along with 
recent figures like Steve Jobs and 
Bill Gates. Athletes, from Babe 
Ruth to Michael Jordan, inspire 

us and capture our 
admiration. Writers, 
artists and entertainers 
help us understand 
the world and add 
meaning to our lives. 
Activists and idealists 
push America to live 
up to its ideals. 

Listing the most 
important Americans 
in different categories 
is one way to approach 
the question. That’s 
the tactic Smithsonian 
Magazine took a few 

years ago when it named “the 100 
most significant Americans of all 
time.” Building on the work of 
computer scientists who created 
algorithms to rate the historical 
significance of world figures, the 

magazine created several lists of 
the most important Americans, 
only 11 of them presidents. 

One of the most compelling 
categories was “rebels and resist-
ers.” It included Thomas Paine, 
the pamphleteer who inspired the 
American Revolution; Frederick 
Douglass, the great 19th century 
abolitionist and orator; John 
Brown, whose ill-fated raid 
helped push the conflict over 
slavery to a crisis; and Martin 
Luther King Jr., who became the 
voice of the civil rights move-
ment in the mid-20th century. 
It included women’s rights 
crusaders Susan B. Anthony 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Native American leaders 
Tecumseh and Sitting Bull. 

Women were underrep-
resented on the overall list, 
not surprisingly given their 
lack of full citizenship for 
much of our history. But the                              

LEE
HAMILTON
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While my mother was 
preoccupied with managing 
her household and working 
hard to support her family, 
we kids were often left to 
fend for ourselves. Once 
chores and homework were 
done, we were free to roam 
until Mom got home. “The 
big woods” was located 
three blocks away in the 
direction opposite of my 
mama tree. That’s where 
Linville ended and a rugged 
path cut through a large 
lowland swamp began, the 
route to Dean’s Pond — our 
neighborhood’s proverbial 
“playground”.  

I’d heard stories about 
this place long before I ever 
went there. You had to be a 
“big kid” before venturing 
that far, something that 
lacked definition. All I 
knew was that the big kids 
got to do a lot of cool stuff. 
And, I was tired of being 
called a “scaredy-cat”. One 
day, my growing curiosity 
met up with my budding 
bravery. I decided to test 
the limits. Not wanting to 
hear “No”, I kept my plan 
to myself. 

It was a cool spring 
day when I entered the big 
woods. I was surprised how 

good it felt. I wasn’t afraid. 
I loved the dark shadows 
underneath the mounds 
of brush, and those cast 
by tall, tall trees. Finally, 
I dropped my bike along 
the trail and began walking 
in. I found hiding places, 
where I crouched down, 
just another one of the 
many critters I’d spotted 
darting behind dead snags 
and fallen logs. Intertwined 
ferns, twigs, and other odd 
matter became my own 
secret dens. 

Deep pools and marshy 
shorelines were sanctuaries 
for an array of aquatic life. 
Water bugs darted across 
the surface. Polliwogs 
swam in abundance below. 
All around, delicately pat-
terned webs, like lacy white 
curtains, draped on reeds 
and branches. This woods 
was a wonderland and 
would become my favor-
ite destination to return to 
again and again. 

One day, later that 
spring, it happened. For 
some time I’d heard about 
an occurrence that matched 
the Fourth of July in its 
level of anticipation — a 
kids-only event called “The 
toad raid.”  I had been too 

young to have any idea what 
it was, but I knew it was a 
big deal. On one particular 
morning, a din was erupting 
from down the block — a 
signal that sent Bobby Blitz 
peddling furiously from 
one end of Linville to the 
other, announcing in his 
loud screeching voice, “It’s 
on!!”   

With that, every kid 
grabbed their bicycles and 
a bucket and headed for 
the woods. My brother 
hollered at me to get mine. 
He’d find some buckets and 
meet me “out at the street”. 
We quickly joined the cav-
alcade of bikes headed for 
Dean’s Pond.

The closer we got, 
the sounds from the pond 
grew more intense. Brave 
and crazed amphibians 
jumped indiscriminately 
in front of our bikes, all 
headed in one direction. 
I felt bad for those poor 
little guys getting crushed 
beneath our tires, but no 
one else looked upset, so 
I pressed on. Some kids 
were whooping along with 
the high-pitched chorus of 
croaking. I heard myself 
let out a hoot of my own, 
thrilled to be present for this 

rite of spring — the only girl 
— headed toward Dean’s 
Pond, a place reserved for 
boys to build their forts, 
launch their makeshift 
rafts, or just “hang out” and 
do “boy stuff”.  

On cue, everyone 
ditched their bikes, grabbed 
their buckets and trudged 
further into the swampy 
woods. There they were — 
the music-makers — by the 
thousands. Toads and frogs, 
two, three, even four layers 
deep. Undeterred by our 
presence, they continued on 
with their instinctual need 
to fulfill a law of nature, 
one that my brother would 
later explain to me. “It’s all 
about reproduction”.  

Without a moment’s 
hesitation, we began scoop-
ing up, by the bucketsful 
frogs and toads of every 
size. Although my memory 
of what happened next is a 
little fuzzy, we eventually 
poured them all back into 
the pond, completely igno-
rant of any harm we had 
perpetrated. Then, soaking 
wet, covered in mud and 
frog goo from our heads 
to our toes, we journeyed 
home.

I was a yucky mess. 

But I didn’t mind a bit. I 
had just witnessed  some-
thing truly amazing — one 
of nature’s spectacular 
moments. And one of the 
most exciting experiences 
I’d ever had.

Since then, I’ve been 
present for a few more of 
Mother Nature’s jaw-drop-
pers, not to mention 
countless smaller-scale 
spectacles, events still so 

profound that the thrill 
has never left me. And 
the indescribable awe that 
only Nature can provide, 
experiences I hope we can 
preserve for future genera-
tions. Because, honestly, I 
can’t imagine life without 
them.
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the

magazine rightfully recog-
nized Helen Keller, Oprah 
Winfrey, Sojourner Truth, 
Jane Addams and other 
influential women. 

Religious f igures 
were prominent: Ann 
Hutchinson,  Wil l iam 
Penn, Roger Williams, 
Jonathan Edwards and 
Cotton Mather from the 
colonial era and Billy 
Graham from our own time. 
“Trailblazers” shaped the 
contours of the nation: the 
explorers Lewis and Clark 
and their guide Sacagawea, 
the mountaineer and wil-
derness champion John 
Muir; and Neil Armstrong, 
the first man on the moon. 

We are a nation that loves 
sports, and athletes would 
be on many of our lists of 
important Americans; Jim 
Thorpe, Jackie Robinson, 

Muhammad Ali, Billie 
Jean King and others have 
inspired us with their skill. 
Pop icons like Mark Twain, 
Elvis Presley, Charlie 
Chaplin and Marilyn 
Monroe created a dis-
tinctly American culture. 
“Empire builders” Andrew 
Carnegie, Henry Ford and 
Walt Disney exemplified 
the genius of American 
capitalism. 

The Smithsonian list 
also included Americans 
whose impact was arguably 
not positive: Robert E. Lee, 
who led the Confederate 
army in a bloody defense of 
slavery, as well as outlaws 
and villains like Jesse 
James, Al Capone and John 
Dillinger. 

Of course, we could 
argue that our nation owes 
its greatness to millions of 

ordinary Americans who 
are little known outside 
their family and friends. 
Settlers who endured hard-
ship to scratch out a living 
from the land. Immigrants 
who crowded into tene-
ments and kept our factories 
running. Enslaved people 
who built fortunes for 
others. Soldiers who fought 
and died in our wars. 

I’ve named a few 
important Americans, but 
I’ve certainly left out many 
deserving of mention. We 
all have our own ideas 
about who they are, and 
we will defend our choices 
passionately. That’s part of 
what makes us Americans. 

Atkins one of the students 
who contacted Fischer. 
“Furthermore, the flag uses 
seven colors, more than 
the three or four typically 
recommended, and con-
tains a prominently placed 
seal. This overly compli-
cated design obfuscates 
any symbolism the flag 
intends to convey. Writing 
‘Minnesota’ on the flag 
only makes the problem 
worse, as effective flags 
need not write the name of 
the region they represent 
to invoke their meaning. 
Finally, to the average 
person, Minnesota’s flag 
is indistinguishable from 

19 other state flags, all blue 
backgrounds with overly 
detailed state seals.”

Minnesota didn’t have 
a flag when it became a 
state, and it wasn’t until 
the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair that state leaders held 
a contest for a state flag that 
could be used in a contest 
at the fair. The state seal, 
dating its origin back to 
territorial days, was chosen 
to be displayed on a white 
field, and it remained the 
defining feature on the 
banner when it was rede-
signed in 1957 and again 
in 1983 when the seal was 
tweaked and standardized.

The seal itself is prob-
lematic for many Natives 
and non-Natives alike who 
perceive the imagery on it to 
be racist. It depicts a white 
farmer ploughing ground in 
the foreground, while in the 
background an Indigenous 
rider on horseback is riding 
out of the scene. The 
stark division emphasizes 
the triumph of the early 
pioneers over the centu-
ries-long inhabitants of the 
land. A 2020 guest column 
in the Minneapolis Star-
Tribune written by Mark 
Grindy, bluntly described 
the message conveyed by 
the imagery.

“This is not an attempt 
to honor our heritage or 
history, but to erase it,” 
he said. ”The truth is, 
state-sponsored violence 
against people of color is not 
merely part of Minnesota 
history but central to it.”

Fischer notes that the 
state flag and seal should 
have an element of brand-
ing and be symbols that 
are instantly recognizable 
as Minnesota.

Fischer’s bill would 
create a State Emblems 
Redesign Commission to 
“develop, design, and rec-
ommend to the legislature 
and governor a new design 

for the official state seal and 
a new design for the official 
state flag … that accurately 
and respectfully reflect 
Minnesota’s shared history, 
resources, and diverse 
cultural communities.” A 
target of May 11, 2023 is 
set for a new flag and seal 
to be adopted.

The 14-member com-
mission would include 
four legislators, three 
public members appoint-
ed by the governor, two 
members appointed by the 
Indian Affairs Council, one 
from each of the state’s 
three ethnic councils — 
Council on Asian-Pacific 

Minnesotans, Council 
on Latino Affairs, and 
Council for Minnesotans 
of African Heritage — and 
one member each repre-
senting the Dakota and 
Ojibwe communities.

The bill sat in the House 
State Government Finance 
and Elections Committee 
for over a year before the 
committee passed it along 
party lines and sent it to the 
House Ways and Means 
Committee last week. A 
companion bill introduced 
in the Republican-held 
Senate has yet to be acted 
upon.
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TOWER— About 50 com-
munity members, including busi-
ness owners and their families, 
gathered at the Herb Lamppa 
Civic Center on March 31 for 
a “Resource Meeting for Tower 
Area Businesses.”

The event was organized by 
members of the Tower Economic 
Development Authority (TEDA) 
who are hoping a Northland 
Foundation grant application 
could spark as much as $6 million 
in new investment into the local 
business economy.

The grant program is 
being funded by the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and 
Economic Development (DEED) 
and would be overseen by the 
Northland Foundation’s Main 
Street Revitalization Program 
if their proposal is ultimately 
approved. The program would 
include a 30-percent grant for 
projects on Tower’s business 

corridors that could be used for 
business growth, new business 
creation, housing development, 
addressing blight, and improving 
energy efficiency. Businesses 
can work with the Northeast 
Entrepreneur Fund (NEF) to find 
loan programs to fund the remain-

ing 70 percent of project costs. 
The NEF has a wide range of free 
business planning and training 
services available, a small grant 
program to help fund training 
for recipients of their microloan 
programs, as well as access to a 
wide variety of loan programs 

provided by other organizations.
“There is a lot of momentum 

here,” said Victoria Carlson, 
TEDA member and owner of 
Ubetcha Antiques.

TEDA member Miranda 
Kishel, who works for the 
Entrepreneur Fund and recently 
opened a business on Main Street, 
said their committee had asked 
Tower business owners for ideas 
for projects.

“Now we need to put details 
to those plans,” she said. 

Kishel asked interested busi-
ness members to get details for 
their plans in place by June 30, 
including detailed cost estimates, 
to be ready when the actual grant 
applications are available. 

Consultants from Iron 
Range Resources, Minnesota 
Power, Arrowhead Economic 
Development Authority, and 
local lenders were also on hand 
to discuss other grant and loan 
opportunities, available to a wider 
range of businesses and projects. 

“We need to be ready to go 

forward if the grant is awarded 
to the Northland Foundation,” 
said Kishel.

The Northland Foundation 
is waiting to hear exactly when 
and how much grant funding 
they might be overseeing, but 
TEDA committee organizers 
were optimistic that the funding 
would become available. The 
Northland Foundation has yet 
to release a detailed application 
for the program. Grant funding is 
projected to become available in 
late summer or early fall.

Organizers saw the event as 
a chance for business owners to 
network, both with each other, 
and with a wide range of business 
development services available in 
the area. Additional planning ses-
sions will be held in April and May.

For more information on 
the grant program, along with 
resources available for area busi-
nesses, contact Miranda Kishel 
at mirandak@entrepreneurfund.
org.

Attendees at the recent event talk with Whitney Ridlon (r) 
of the Department of Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation. photo by J. Summit

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/3/2022 North

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217



Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on April 11

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
April 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on April 12

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open) 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower. 
Use the rear side door 
entrance.

Tower/Soudan Community 
Bible Study- Thursdays 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Tower Elementary School 
cafeteria. All are welcome. 
Call 218-984-3402 for 
more info.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 
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EASTER FUNWeek of April  11

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

COMMUNITY NOTICES

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Last chance to 
make a donation 
for this year’s 
FoodShare 
Challenge

TOWER-SOUDAN- 
The Minnesota Food 
Share March Campaign 
runs through April 10. The 
donations received locally 
are used by the Tower Area 
Food Shelf to purchase 
food and household items 
for families in our area.  
We always like to remind 
folks that cash donations 
can buy many more items  
through our Food Bank 
than can be purchased by 
an individual at the gro-
cery store.

Donations can be 
mailed to the Tower Area 
Food Shelf, PO Box 533, 
Tower, MN 55790 or 
dropped off at the Timber-
jay office.

The Tower Area Food 
Shelf is located in the 
basement/lower level of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street, and is open 
the third Tuesday of the 
month from 2:30 – 5 p.m. 
or by appointment.  For 
questions, please contact 
Marge McPeak at 218-
753-3503.

 

Ecumenical Good 
Friday Worship in 
Tower

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Ministerial group and the 
Tower-Soudan Area Singers in-
vite the community to attend a 
“Service of Darkness” by Hal 
Hopson on Friday, April 15 at 
7 p.m. at St. James Presbyterian 
Church in Tower.  This Tenebrae 
service is appropriate for Good 
Friday as it takes us through 

the final hours of Christ’s life 
through song, scriptures, read-
ings, and prayer.  Candles are 
extinguished throughout the 
service to portray the diminish-
ing light of the world as Christ 
died on the cross.  We invite you, 
the communities, our neighbors, 
and friends, to join us on Friday, 
April 15 for this moving Good 
Friday service. The offering will 
be donated to the support the 
Tower Area Food Shelf.

St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church Easter 
Schedule

Holy Thursday, April 14 – 
Service at St. Mary’s in Cook at 
5:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 15 – 
Services at Holy Cross in Orr at 
3 p.m. and St. Martin’s  in Tow-
er at 6 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 16 – 
Service at St. Mary’s at 8 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 17 – 

Services at Holy Cross at 8 a.m. 
and St. Martin’s at 10:30 a.m.

TSHS to meet on 
Wednesday, April 20

SOUDAN-Tower-Soudan 
Historical Society will hold its 
regularly scheduled board meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 20, 
at 1:30 p.m. at Breitung Com-
munity Center.  The meeting is 
open to the public, and guests 
are welcome.  2022 membership 

dues ($10 single; $20 family) 
may be paid at the meeting or 
mailed to TSHS, PO Box 465, 
Tower MN 55790.  

Membership supports the 
TSHS goals and allows the So-
ciety to continue its Vision, Mis-
sion, and projects.

TOWER- The Tower 
Fire Department is hosting 
a free Easter Egg Hunt 
event on Saturday, April 
16 at 10 a.m. sharp at the 
Tower Civic Center. Over 
1,000 eggs, with candy 
and prizes inside, will be 
placed for children to find. 
Food will be provided. The 
event is being funded by 
the Tower Firemen’s Relief 
Association.

All area children and 
their families are invited to 
attend.

St. James Presbyterian 
Church has traditionally 
sponsored this event, 
but this year the fire 
department stepped in to 
continue this community 
tradition.

Northern Red Hat 
Belles to meet April 
14 in Virignia

VIRGINIA- The 
Northern Red Hat Belles 
will meet Thursday April 
14 at Grandma’s Grill in 
Virginia. Please RSVP by 
April 10 to Pam  at 218-
753-3006 or Kathy at 218-
753-2530. New members, 
past members, and guests 
are always welcome. 

Easter egg hunt set for April 16

SOUDAN- The Breitung 
Town Board, minus its newly 
elected member, made no de-
cision on how to fill the vacant 
seat resulting from Matt Tuchel’s 
decision not to take the oath of 
office due to a possible conflict 
of interest. Tuchel is a full-time 
employee of the Tower-Breitung 
Wastewater Board, a joint pow-
ers authority between Breitung 
and the city of Tower.

“We have a couple of choic-
es,” said acting chair Chuck 
Tekautz.

The Minnesota Association 
of Townships lays out options for 
filling a vacancy, including offer-
ing the seat to the second-highest 
vote-getter, or requesting letters 
of interest to select a temporary 
board member.

Clerk Dianna Sunsdahl, who 
gets a vote on the replacement, 
even though clerks normally do 
not vote on town board issues, 
made a motion to table the issue 
until the regular meeting in April.

The board did not ask for 
letters of interest. Retired su-
pervisor Tim Tomsich, who had 
elected not to run for his seat, 
did garner 15 write-in votes. 
Tomsich was present at the meet-
ing but declined to comment on 
whether or not he would consider 
filling the seat. 

Whoever is seated on the 
board would serve until the 
next township election in March 
2023.

Supervisor Greg Dostert 
asked if it was possible to hold 
that election sooner, during the 
November general election. But 
Sunsdahl said that was not pos-
sible because township elections 
can only be held in March unless 
residents vote at their annual 
meeting to move the election to 
November.

Dostert said he was planning 
to retire from the board next year. 
This would leave two open seats 
to be filled next March, the three-
year seat held by Dostert, and the 
remaining two-year term of the 
now open seat.

Police Report
Police Chief Dan Reing re-

ported there were 61 calls during 
March, with two arrests, both for 
DWIs. He issued one speeding 
citation and conducted three in-
vestigations, including one for 
felony criminal damage to prop-
erty. He told the board they had 
one applicant for a part-time of-
fice position.

The board approved the pur-
chase of two body-worn cam-
eras. The cost, including cloud 
storage for five years, batteries, 
docking, warranty including re-
placement options, is a little over 
$10,000, and will be paid in in-
stallments over five years. Reing 

said the township has received 
some donations to help cover the 
cost, and he is in the process of 
applying for grants.

Reorganization
The board opted to hold off 

most of the reorganization, in-
cluding selecting a new chair, un-
til the third supervisor is seated. 
They did select the Tower News 
as the official paper, since they 
had submitted the low bid. The 
board set their regular meeting 
date as the fourth Thursday of 
the month at noon, but said this 
may change when a new member 
is seated.

Other business
In other business the board:
 Heard the Local Board of 

Appeal is set for May 17.
 Heard the new dump 

truck should be delivered later 
in April. The township will sell 
the old dump truck this summer. 
They were told there is a good 
demand for used large trucks at 
this time.

 Heard the skating rink 
closed the second week in March 
due to warm weather. There was 
a discussion about recruiting 
adult/parent volunteers to over-
see the warming shack, and also 
to train the teenage warming 
shack workers on basic first aid.

 Heard that St. Louis 
County had granted a variance 

for Mary Batinich to build an 
addition onto the existing old ga-
rage adjacent to the inn to turn it 
into a residence.

 Heard the township had 
received a $1,949 grant from the 
state to pay approximately 70 
percent of the cost of the new-
ly-acquired voting machine.

  Heard a request from a 
resident who wants to start a pe-
rennial plant growing business 
at their home in Soudan. The 
board did not see any issues with 
the proposal, but they wanted to 
check with the county to make 
sure it met zoning requirements.

 Agreed to jointly pur-
chase, with Tower, a new camera 
head for the equipment used to 
survey underground sewer and 
water lines.

 Passed a resolution to 
apply for funding for the Tow-
er-Breitung Wastewater Board 
for $272,000. This will cover a 
project for the township, and one 
for the wastewater board (which 
will repay that portion of the 
loan). The city of Tower applied 
for a similar loan for the fund-
ing for the new water filtration 
plant, which will be repaid by the 
wastewater board. The wastewa-
ter board is not allowed to apply 
for this funding.

No decision made on filling open supervisor seat

Egg-citing fun at 
an Easter Egg Hunt 
from year’s past.

Tower-Soudan Elementary students 
got a chance to dream about spring 
when they created a tiny fairy garden 
during an afternoon community educa-
tion class taught by Amy Banks. photos 
by T. Trucano-Majerle

Growing  
 gardens...



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Call 
218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 218-365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 218-827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out

In Brief

by Cecilia Rolando © 2022

OUR COMMUNITY

moody spring weather 
variations on a theme

soon to see lakes melt
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Ely Police Department Activity Report March 15-31, 2022

Childcare needs 
addressed in Ely

ELY – The Ely 
Community Care Team, 
in collaboration with St. 
Louis County childcare 
staff, will host a Childcare 
Informational Meeting on 
Monday, April 11, begin-
ning at 4 p.m. at the Grand 
Ely Lodge Sunrise Room.

According to Heidi 
Favet, Care Team leader 
at Essentia Health, the 
lack of local childcare as 
a health and wellness issue 
is growing in the region. 

CCT and county offi-
cials will provide informa-
tion on resources available 
to get started in daycare in 
the Ely area.

For more informa-
tion, email Favet at heidi.
favet@essentiahealth.org.

Arrests/Citations:
Domestic Assault- 

Individual arrested for 
Domestic Assault.

Complaints:
Medical- Officers 

assisted the Ely 
Ambulance with a 
medical.

Public Assist- 
Individual applied for a 
permit to purchase. 

Found Property- 
Officers located several 
missing items. The items 
were returned.

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted an indi-
vidual get fingerprints for 
employment.

Fraud- Officers were 
informed about a scam. 

Assist Other Agency- 
Officers assisted a neigh-
boring agency with a 
suicidal person.

Extra Patrol- Officers 
were requested for extra 
patrol.

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted an indi-
vidual get fingerprints for 
employment.

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted an indi-
vidual get fingerprints for 
employment.

Suspicious Activity- 
Officers were contacted 
about a group of people 
in the roadway. Officers 
were unable to locate the 
people. 

Extra Patrol- Officers 
were requested for extra 
patrol.

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted a person 
get their vehicle out of a 
snowbank. 

Medical- Officers 
assisted the Ely 
Ambulance with a 
medical.

Damage to Property- 
Officers were contacted 
about damage to a snow-
mobile. This case is under 
investigation.

Medical- Officers 
assisted the Ely 
Ambulance with a 
medical.

Unwanted Person- 
Officers took a report of a 
person on private proper-
ty the prior day.

Security Alarm- 
Officers responded to a 
security alarm and deter-
mined a dog to be the 
suspect. 

Public Assist- 
Individual applied for a 
permit to purchase. 

Security Alarm- 
Officers responded to a 
security alarm and deter-
mined an employee set 
off the alarm.

Public Assist- 
Individual let back into 
their residence. 

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted an indi-
vidual get fingerprints for 
employment.

Public Assist- 
Individual let back into 
their residence. 

Medical- Officers 
assisted the Ely 
Ambulance with a 
medical.

Unknown Trouble- 
Officers were called 
about an unknown 
problem. Officers deter-
mined the problem to be 
phone issues.

Suspicious Activity- 

Officers located a person 
on a roof. Officers talked 
with the person who 
agreed to go inside for the 
night.

Check Welfare- 
Officers were contacted 
to check on a person 
that appeared unhealthy. 
Officers determined the 
person to be fine.

Runaway- Officers 
located a child that ran 
away from home. 

Security Alarm- 
Officers responded to a 
security alarm and deter-
mined an employee set 
off the alarm.

Motor Vehicle Crash- 
Officers were contacted 
about a two-vehicle crash 
that happened earlier in 
the day. Both vehicles 
had minor damage and 
there were no  injuries.

Public Assist- 
Individual let back into 
their residence. 

Suspicious Activity- 
Officers were called 
about a loud banging 
noise. Officers located a 
person working on prop-

erty. The person agreed to 
call it a night. 

Disturbance- Officers 
were contacted about 
two individuals arguing. 
Officers mediated the sit-
uation.

Check Welfare- 
Officers were called 
about a person sitting 
in the middle of a road. 
Officers were unable to 
locate anyone.

Disturbance- Officers 
were contacted about 
an intoxicated person 
yelling at people. Officers 
were unable to locate the 
person.

Motor Vehicle Crash- 
Officers were contacted 
about a two-vehicle crash. 
Both vehicles had minor 
damage and there were no 
injuries. 

Public Assist- 
Officers assisted an indi-
vidual get fingerprints for 
employment.

Paper Service- 
Officers served a paper 
to an individual for tres-
passing.

ELY – The 44th 
annual Ely Community 
Resource online auction, 
“A Celebration of Artful 
Living in Ely,” begins live 
on Saturday, April 9 at 12 
noon sharp.

“Ely  Communi ty 
Resource (ECR) youth pro-
grams have been supported 
by Ely’s talented painters, 
quilters, potters, bakers, 
photographers, knitters, 
seamstresses, furniture 
makers, jewelry makers, 
and every type of crafter 
throughout the years,” said 
Executive Director Julie 
Hignell.

“Recently, lifestyle 
items and experiences have 
been offered at the auction 
by expert fishing guides, 
canoe and kayak outfitters, 
massage therapists, and 
Minnesota attractions,” 
she added.

ECR programs partner 
with Ely Schools to provide 
academic support in school 
and after school, enrich-
ment programs that address 
science and the environ-
ment, elementary reading 
and gardening programs, 
and college awareness, 
exploration, and prepara-
tion. 

ECR also partners 
with the city of Ely to 
provide recreation oppor-
tunities year-round. “Other 
important partnerships 
have developed along with 
our participation in Ely 
Community Care Team 
efforts,” Hignell said. 
“Those organizations, as 
well as area churches, 
have helped us provide 
for basic needs our youth 
and families have. In 2022 
we will be expanding 
our mentoring program 

in response to increased 
requests. Distance learn-
ing and the accompanying 
isolation have been tough 
on young people. We’re 
so grateful for our compas-
sionate community.”

Referrals and requests 
for mentors have tripled, 
according to Hignell. 
“In response, we have 
increased staffing and are 
trying hard to ‘be there’ 
when we or someone 
from our small army of 
caring adult volunteers are 
needed. ECR is having a 
busy year supporting our 

youth who’ve had a tough 
couple of years missing 
social connections and 
opportunities to grow and 
thrive. 

The fundraiser runs 
through noon on Monday, 
April 18. For more infor-
mation and to participate in 
the 2022 online auction, go 
to https://www.32auctions.
com/ECR2022.

“Our auction is our 
biggest fundraiser and we 
are indebted to our gener-
ous donors and to all of you 
who participate,” she said. 
“Please take advantage of 

the email address provided 
on each (auction item) page 
or the phone number. If you 
have questions about any of 
the items just give us a call 
at 218-365-5254. We have 
done our best to get good 
photos of all the beautiful 
things, but we are certainly 
not expert photographers. 
We know that some of the 
colors are not just right 
and we would be happy to 
help you know what you 
are adding to your home.”

Included in the 2022 
auction are: Art Lesson 
and Boxing Lessons, 

Certificates for fun and 
Learning, certificates for 
spa services, massag-
es, accupressure, etc., 
elegant and delicious, food, 
fitness advice, furniture, 
handmade candles and 
soaps, handmade cloth-
ing, jewelry, paintings, 
linoleum cuts, pen and 
ink, vinyl on glass, pho-
tographs, pottery, quilts 
and decorative quilted art, 
specialty woodworking (all 
useful AND decorative), 
sporting goods, stained 
glass, very special hand-
made knives, and weaving, 
knitting, and crocheting.

ECR auction goes live on Saturday
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

A sampling of items in 
the auction, clockwise 
from top, includes, 
“Swag Rose” quilt 
by Dorothy Sand, 
“Dancing Cedar 
Spirits” carved by 
Bill Godlin, “JFK” 
Cutting Board by 
Evan Faltesek, Baron 
Bich Estate collec-
tion of elegant wine 
and accessories 
from David Wigdahl, 
and POTLUCK 
Vintage and Modern 
Kitchenware, Douglas 
Fir (with a history) 
coffee table or bench 
by Jeff Kemmer, 
“Boxed” and elegant 
handmade cover and 
handbound journal by 
Nicole Selmer, Unique 
Chips or Crudités and 
Dip Serving Pottery by 
Dave Bergerud, Just-
Right Handbag creat-
ed by Deb Edwards, 
wool scarf or table 
runner woven by Julie 
Nester, and “Raven at 
Night” original acrylic 
painting by Shaun 
Chosa. submitted photo

The Rotary Club of Ely 
recently presented a 
check for more than 
$10,000 to the Ely Area 
Food Shelf from this 
year’s Rotary Penny 
Jar collection. Shown 
from left, Rotarians 
Kurt Soderberg, Todd 
Heiman, Pat Warner, 
Heather Fitzgerald, 
and Ely Area Food 
Shelf Director Nancy 
Schwartz. 
submitted photo

Ely Rotary Club 
benefits Food Shelf
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A Honor Roll
Seniors

Erik Aune
Morgan Burnett
Tyler Chiabotti
Bryce Chosa
Anthony Drift
Ty Fabish
Trey Gibson
Erik Hagen
Alex Hartway
Abby Koch
Michaela Luecken
Sean Morrison
Jacob Panichi

Juniors
Cooper Antikainen
Kohen Briggs
Brielle Hujanen
Loren LaFave
Garrett Lappi
Kaden Ratai
Karah Scofield
Steven Sopoci
Emily Trip

Sophomores
Evelyn Brodeen
Jonah Burnett

Annabelle Calavera
Brandon Cook
Emily Grahn
Addy Hartway
Alexandra Holm
Helen Koch
Riley Las
Zefrym Mankowski
Cadence Nelson
Tiauna Peltier
Autumn Swanson
Madison Taylor

Freshmen
Addison Burckhardt
John Carlson
Ella Cornelius
Ryder Gibson
Sonya Hannine
Aidan Hartway
Sierra Schuster
Amber Sopoci
Richard Swinson

Eighth Grade
Lincoln Antikainen
Isaiah Briggs
Lauren Burnett
Josephine Carlson
Brynn Chosa

Isabelle Koch
Victoria Mathys
Rogelio Noyes
Isabel Pascuzzi
Megan Taylor

Seventh Grade
Alethea Bangs
Corralyn Brodeen
Kate Cheney
Presley Chiabotti
Emarie Gibson
Andrew Hartway
Carson Johnson
Ella Kruse
Sophia Mathys
Victoria Phillips
Merilee Scofield
Kaycee Zupancich

B Honor Roll
Seniors

Haley Bogdan
Ethan Byram
Ivy Chaulklin
Joshua Copeland
JessieAnne Drift
Samuel Fealy
Joseph Hoagland

Kadence Holland
Reuben Isham
Angelo Kingbird
Timothy Lilya
Nathan Palm
Tessa Porter
Kaya Tschida
Olivia Udovich
Lillian Voges
Brianna Whiteman
Jaden Whiteman

Juniors
Jared Chiabotti
Dylan Cochran
Thomas Debeltz
Hannah Kinsey
Lane Kneen
Grace Koch
Benjamin Kruse
Kiana LaRoque
Olin Nelson
Anya Pearson
Saul Roach
Elias Smith
Madison Spears
Jacob Swanson
Brian Swinson
Avery Thiel
Alexandria Whiteman

Sophomores
Hannah Cheney
Madison Dantes
LeMar Drift
Sean Drift
Talise Goodsky
Evan Kajala
Victoria Olson
Jessy Palmer
Trinity Vidal
Adriana Whiteman

Freshmen
Kalvyn Benner
Rory Bundy
Alex Burckhardt
Brielle Lindgren
Jay Mattson
Louie Panichi
Lydia Trip

Eighth Grade
Levi Chaulklin
John Danielson
Marria
Glowaski-Kingbird
Brittin Lappi
Charlize Lightfeather-
Spears
Blaze Markwardt

Matthew Miller
Brent Morrow
Payton Scofield
Sadie Spears
Bailee Wilke

Seventh Grade
Alexander Boone
Grace Bundy
Kaelyn Ehrbright
Collin Grahn
Khloe Holland
Augustine Jacobson
Jordanna Lambert
Elijah Lindgren
Michael Nuthak
Caleb Rutchasky
Cash Rutchasky
Hunter Schwarzenberger
Aubrey Smith
Elizabeth Udovich
Donald Villebrun

Read It
HERE

FIELD TWP- First-
year North Woods band 
director Karl Kubiak 
got a mix of chuckles 
and groans last Friday to 
his music-themed April 
Fools’ Day jokes, but the 
enthusiastic response of 
the crowd gathered in the 
school’s commons area 
for the spring band con-
cert indicated that while 
not always note perfect, 
the musical performanc-
es of the ensembles were 
spot on.

“What does a mu-
sician brush her teeth 
with? A tuba toothpaste,” 
Kubiak said, getting a 
positive response from the 
crowd.

He also had a musical 
prank in store, as the first 
collective note from the 
band was a sound more 
reminiscent of a big-city 
rush hour traffic jam than 
anything remotely melod-
ic.

As the concert turned 
to serious performance, 
Kubiak’s engaging rap-
port with his students was 
quickly evident in the 
way they responded to 
the nuances of his direc-
tion. Those in attendance 
at the fall concert noticed 
the improvement in qual-
ity, acknowledging it with 
nods and smile while the 
bands were playing and 
enthusiastic applause 

when they finished. 
The Concert Band, 

Symphonic Band, Wind 
Symphony, and com-
bined mass band played a 
wide array of music from 
Mozart to Mancini, and 

there’s a purpose behind 
each piece Kubiak selects.

“When I pick my 
pieces, I always start with 
a banger, something to let 
the kids just play and get 
all the notes out, let their 
fingers fly and warm up,” 
he said. ‘Second piece, 
I always pick something 
slow that I’m going to re-
ally let them sing and find 
beauty in music. And then 
my last piece is always my 
challenge piece. I always 
pick something that has 
multiple movements, or 
something that is going to 
really stretch them. It’s go-
ing to be something chal-
lenging to them because 
every student needs to be 
challenged. They need to 
know that things are not 

going to be easy, but with 
diligent work daily, they 
will achieve greatness.”

Between songs, 
Kubiak would turn to the 
audience to not only tell 
them about a particular 
piece of music, but to de-
scribe to parents in detail 
what he finds positive 
about the work and perfor-
mances of each ensemble. 
When he’s challenging 
kids to move to the next 
level with their music, 
positivity is a real plus.

“I’m a total positive 
person,” Kubiak said. 
“There’s always so much 
negativity, especially with 
news and everything go-
ing on today. It’s so nice to 
be able to just come in and 
say here’s your part, here’s 
what you need to do, all 
you have to do is play it, 
you don’t have to worry 
about anything else, the 
answers are right in front 
of you, I’ve given you the 
skills or we’ll work on the 
skills as a class.”

And within that con-
text, Kubiak expects, and 
eventually gets, more than 
just notes on a page.

“My style really is 
deep analysis of the music 
and really digging apart,” 
he said. “I really make 
the kids think about what 
they’re doing rather than 
simply here’s a B, finger 
one, or I’ve got to play 
this with a slur instead of 
a staccato – that’s very ro-
botic, almost. I make them 

get into the music and 
make it feel part of them.”

Kubiak’s smallest 
group is also his oldest and 
most experienced. Thir-
teen high schoolers led by 
seniors Francis Littlewolf 
III, clarinet, Lillian Vog-
es, alto sax, Eagen Long, 
trumpet, Ethan Byram, 
euphonium, and Cole Sni-
darich, percussion, make 
up the Wind Symphony, 
and Kubiak praised their 
recent performance at the 
sectional music festival.

“We go to contest ev-
ery February,” he told the 
crowd. “We ended up get-

ting two excellents and a 
great, and that’s good for a 
band this size. They can’t 
hide behind anyone – if 
someone doesn’t know 
their part it brings the 
whole ensemble down. 
They really took that in 
stride.”

After the concert, 
Kubiak said the high 
schoolers initially reacted 
negatively to their ratings.

“I think they were 
upset because superior 
is the highest and they 
didn’t get a superior. But 
after I explained that they 
had nowhere to hide, that 

every single one of them 
was a soloist, that they 
don’t have another player 
to hide behind, they went 
OK, we get that now,” 
Kubiak said.

In addition to spot-
lighting the seniors in last 
week’s concert program, 
Kubiak presented the John 
Philip Sousa award to Sni-
darich. The award, given 
to only one band student 
per year, recognizes su-
perior musicianship, de-
pendability, loyalty, and 
cooperation.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

NORTH WOODS THIRD QUARTER HONOR ROLL 2021-22

North Woods band students perform rousing spring concert
Kubiak pushes students with positive spin to dig deep into musicianship

North Woods senior Cole Snidarich took a break from drumming during 
last week's band concert to receive the John Philip Sousa Award, given to 
recognize his musicianship and dedication.       photo by D. Colburn

Karl Kubiak

COOK- The Read-
ers and Rappers Book 
Club will be meeting on 
Tuesday, April 12, at 1 
p.m. at the Cook Com-
munity Center, 510 Go-
pher Dr.

 April is National 
Poetry Month, so ev-
eryone is encouraged to 
share a favorite poem.  

Guest speaker Darlys 
Jacobson will share 
some of her own poetry.

Next month the 
club will select books 
for the coming year.  
Everyone is encouraged 
to bring suggestions of 
titles.

FIELD TWP- North 
Woods visual arts students 
traveled to Moose Lake on 
Monday for the Section 7A 
Visual Arts Competition 
and returned home with a 
veritable trove of honors, 
including a “best in show” 
award.

“It’s been two years 
since the competition has 
been able to take place, so 
the students were excited 
to finally attend and see 
what it was all about,” said 
North Woods art teacher 
Rachel Betterley.

North Woods was rep-
resented by seniors Olivia 
Udovich, Sierra Jensen, 
Chris Fairbanks, Arianna 
Swinson, Abbigail Shus-
ter, Katrina Jackson, Jes-
sieAnne Drift, Michelle 
Hagen, Lilly Voges, Eagen 
Long, Sam Fealy, and Tim 
Lilya, junior Emily Trip, 
and sophomore Autumn 
Swanson.

“Typically, seniors 
and juniors represent the 

mass body of artwork sub-
mitted for the competi-
tion,” Betterley said. “This 
is because conceptually, 
they tend to be the most 
advanced. I like to sub-
mit senior work because I 
know it’s their final year of 
eligibility versus younger 
grades who still have that 
chance in the future. But, it 
ultimately depends on the 
artwork quality and con-
cept as to why it is select-
ed. I think there is power 
in earning your ‘ticket’ and 
bringing a maturity factor 
to the competition.”

Seniors and juniors 
are also more experienced 
and comfortable with the 
written artist statements 
that have to accompany 
each submitted work.

A print created by Ol-
ivia Udovich, “Serenity 
Through My Eyes,” re-
ceived the highest honor 
of “Best in Show.”

“Out of roughly 
130 entries in 12 catego-

ries, the judges picked five 
works across the board to 
represent ‘Best in Show’ 
this year, and Olivia’s was 
among the select five,” 
Betterley said. 

North Woods students 
overall received four supe-
rior ratings and 13 excel-
lent ratings.

“They were receptive 
to the judges’ feedback 
and often agreed with their 
comments,” Betterley 
said. “Overall, they were 
a very positive group, and 
I’m really proud of them. 
After enduring the COVID 
years and missing out on a 
lot of things, they’ve been 
able to get back into the 
swing of experiences and 
the benefits of routine-
ly being in school. Their 
concepts were advanced 
this year and their per-
sonalities were well rep-
resented through their art. 
And, while I’m proud of 
their winnings and scores, 
sometimes it is just about 

the experience and the joy 
that comes with celebrat-
ing their creative abilities."

NWFA exhibition
The Northwoods 

Friends of the Arts Gallery 
in Cook is hosting an ex-
hibition of the students’ ar-
tistic creations that began 
on Thursday and runs until 
Wednesday, April 22. 

“You will be able to 
read their artist statements 
and view the art up close. 
Help us congratulate 
them,” NWFA board mem-
ber Judith Ulseth said.

The gallery at 210 S 
River St. is open 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.  
Saturday mornings the 
gallery is open from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

REGIONAL- St. 
Martin’s, St. Mary’s, 
and Holy Cross 
Holy Week Schedule 
REGIONAL- St. Mar-
tin’s has announced their 
Holy Week Schedule. 
 Chrism Mass, April 
6 - Mass at 5:30 p.m. at 
Cathedral of Our Lady 
of the Rosary-Duluth. 
 Holy Thursday, 
April 9 - Services at St. 
Mary’s, Cook, at 6 p.m. 
 Good Friday, April 
10 - Services at Holy 
Cross, Orr, at 3 p.m. 
and at St. Martin’s, 
Tower, at 6:30 p.m. 

 Holy Saturday, April 
11 - Easter Vigil Ser-
vices at St. Mary’s, 
Cook, at 8:30 p.m. 
Easter Sunday, April 12 
 Easter Mass at Holy 
Cross, Orr, at 8 a.m. and 
Easter Mass at St. Mar-
tin’s, Tower, at 11 a.m.

Some services may 
need to be changed, but 
St. Martin’s will pro-
vide updates as soon as 
possible. Call Maryann 
at 218-410-7830 with 
any questions

Arts students rate high at sectional
NWFA to feature works in gallery exhibit running through April 22

Catholic Easter Mass 
times announced

Book club to recognize 
poetry month on Tuesday
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TOWER...Continued from page 1

Setterberg, who was in 
attendance but does not sit 
on the commission, said the 
city was still reviewing the 
information.

“We still don’t know 
what the total is,” Setterberg 
said. “We are working on 
this.”

Eagles Nest repre-
sentative Larry McCray 
reminded Stoehr that the 
commission’s job was to 
oversee rig replacement.

Ambulance Supervisor 
Dena Suihkonen repeated 
that none of the possibly 
transferred money was 
from the rig replacement 
fund.

“I made a commitment 
to the people of Greenwood 
to serve in their best inter-
ests,” said Stoehr. “It is 
unfortunate that you folks 
are having the troubles you 
are. We are glad to work 
with you, but I can’t commit 
to anything now.”

Stoehr also was upset 
with the draft ambulance 
subsidy agreement contract 
for 2022 that made changes 
to an indemnity clause that 
was inserted at the request 
of Greenwood Township 
last year.

“ G r e e n w o o d 
Township paid a lot of 
money for the indemnity 
clause,” Stoehr said.

Tower commission 
representat ive Kevin 
Norby said that the city 
attorney wanted changes 
to the clause and said the 
two attorneys could talk to 
each other to resolve the 
issue. The city’s attorney 
felt the clause was too 
broad, and assigned too 
much responsibility to the 
city, even for liability that 
might not be directly related 
to ambulance personnel on 
scene. The city put forth 
draft language that called 
for mutual indemnification. 
The agreement also calls for 
the city itself to maintain 
general liability insurance 
for its services and to 
include the townships and 

Band as additional insured. 
The contract was presented 
as a draft, not as a final 
document.

Greenwood resident 
Lee Peterson, a frequent 
ambulance service critic, 
then asked why the ambu-
lance service had not pre-
sented a business plan to the 
commission, something it 
had planned to do last year.

Peterson was told 
there was to be no public 
comment at the meeting, 
and at that point, both 
Peterson and Stoehr left.

After Stoehr was gone, 
Setterberg noted that the 
business plan that the 
city has been working on, 
with some outside assis-
tance, was almost ready 
for review.
Serious discussions

Commission members, 
minus Stoehr, then jumped 
into a long discussion of 
issues related to the ambu-
lance service.

The service is facing 
multiple challenges right 
now, including:

Affording a new 
ambulance.

 Financing the cost of 
paid on-call staffing 24/7. 

 Increasing the level 
of care provided (ALS 
service with paramedics) 
to meet demand from an 
aging population.

On a positive note, 
Suihkonen said the service 
is currently well-staffed 
with both EMTs and EMRs, 
and also gets support from 
trained First Responders 
from Eagles Nest and 
Greenwood townships.

Suihkonen told the 
commission her staff is 
seeing a lot more serious 
medical calls, including 
active heart attacks, strokes, 
and diabetic emergencies.

“Ambulances  are 
great,” she said, “but 
without people who can 
work the equipment they 
are just pieces of metal.”

The service by all 

accounts has been busy, 
with a record number of 
calls the first quarter, and 
also has logged over 90 
percent of its hours with 
two employees on call. 
But the push to have the 
service fully staffed 24/7 
has come at a cost, with 
on-call employees paid $11 
per hour, far higher than the 
on-call rates paid in other 
small neighboring services.

While the staffing plan 
has allowed the service to 
avoid missing calls this 
year, it is also operating 
at or below a break-even 
basis.

“Our balance is low 
right now,” said Suihkonen. 
“But we do have $114,570 
in the ambulance replace-
ment fund.”

Over 85 percent of 
the service’s calls are 
paid through Medicare or 
Medicaid, which pays a flat 
rate well below that paid 
by private insurers. The 
service has gotten permis-
sion to charge a flat $150 
rate, paid by Medicare, for 
calls that only require treat-
ment at the scene, such as a 
lift assist, and the city has 
approved raising the rates 
for private-pay insurance 
patients as of March of 
this year.

The service has been 
analyzing the financial 
impact of transfer calls, 
when patients are moved 
from hospital to hospital, 
usually when they require 
a higher level of care. The 
service will only respond 
to a transfer if adequate 
personnel are left in Tower 
to respond to a 911 call.

The miles put on 
the ambulances for these 
non-emergency calls has 
been an issue with commis-
sion members, who have 
required the city to pay a 
$1.66 per mile rate back 
into the ambulance subsidy 
account for transfer miles 
logged. This charge has 
been an additional finan-
cial drag on the service’s 

bottom line. Suihkonen 
noted the service had not 
made those payments so 
far in 2022, because the 
income is not available. At 
the current rate of transfers, 
the fees would total about 
$20,000 a year from the ser-
vice’s general fund into the 
rig replacement account.

Suihkonen said the 
service is mostly taking 
transfers that involve local 
patients and is not doing 
any long-distance runs. 
The service has done 14 
transfers so far this year.
Moving to Advanced 
Life Support (ALS)

McCray noted that it 
was outside the scope of 
the commission to plan for 
the future of the service, 
but said he wanted to 
put forward some ideas. 
McCray is a retired fire-
fighter and paramedic, 
and currently serves as the 
fire chief in Eagles Nest 
Township. 

He urged the group 
to look forward, not back-
ward.

“Where are we going 
to be sitting in three to five 
years?” he said. “Are we 
still going to be sitting here 
figuring out how to go from 
$15 to $16 per capita, are 
we still going to be fighting 
with Tower about the bucks 
they lost years ago? I am 
going to be honest. What 
I am really thinking about 
is an ALS service and how 
we get there.”

McCray said such a 
move would be challeng-
ing, both financially and 
staff-wise. Area ambu-
lance services that provide 
ALS service have trouble 
keeping trained paramed-
ics on staff because many 
leave for better-paying 
positions in urban areas. 
Another challenge is reduc-
ing response times, which 
would mean staffing ambu-
lances in other parts of the 
service area besides Tower.

“It is going to take 

some thinking out-of-the-
box to get there,” he said.

The first step would be 
the creation of a regional 
ambulance commission 
with joint powers authority, 
he said.

“This would grow the 
service into something we 
could all be proud of,” he 
said.

Funding would need to 
be done differently also, he 
said. A small tax levy based 
on property value would 
bring in additional revenue, 
because it wouldn’t be tied 
to the number of full-time 
residents.

He said such a move 
would take the burden away 
from one city.

“I don’t want to steal 
anything from Tower,” he 
said. “But if we want to 
grow this thing, it needs to 
be bigger than what the city 
can generate.”

It would be possible 
to train the current staff 
of EMTs to the paramedic 
level with mostly in-house 
effort, others said.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
members decided to go 
back to their boards to 
float the idea of forming a 
regional commission, and 
possibly set up a new ad 
hoc committee to work on 
the idea.

“We would have more 
ambulances, better equip-
ment, and could do more 
rescues,” said Suihkonen. 
“If we can start fresh, all 
the old stuff goes away.”

“We need to change the 
narrative,” said Vermilion 
Lake representative Frank 
Zobitz.
Other business

In other business, 
the commission passed a 
motion to get requests for 
information from manu-
facturers for purchasing 
a third ambulance with a 
new chassis, refurbished 
box, and an auto-load cot. 
Suihkonen said the earli-
est an all-new ambulance 

could be available would be 
in 2024, but a refurbished 
model would be available 
in 2023.

The commission did 
not seem eager to rescind 
the requirement of the $1.66 
per transfer mile.

“When we are having 
to pay for 24/7 coverage,” 
said Suihkonen, “having 
the transfers helps with 
money for salary costs.”

She noted that the 
EMSRB study done on the 
service last year recom-
mended the discontinuation 
of that charge, which they 
said was not seen in other 
ambulance services they 
had studied.

“The EMSRB report 
said the per capita needs 
to be increased and the 
$1.66 eliminated,” she said. 
“It said we need to look 
at our overall funding for 
operations, not just capital 
purchases. If we were all 
working together to make 
sure the service is the best 
it could be, we would be 
better off than arguing.”

Suihkonen said it does 
bother her that the service 
has not been able to afford 
to pay the $1.66 fee into the 
account. “We can’t make 
money out of thin air,” 
she said.

Norby said the service 
is running as lean as pos-
sible.

“Our people have a lot 
of pride in their service,” 
said Suihkonen. “But when 
people walk out of the 
meeting without listen-
ing…it is people looking 
down and saying you are 
not doing enough.”

“We are there for 
our community,” said 
Suihkonen. “We need our 
community to be there for 
us.”

The next ambulance 
commiss ion  r egu l a r 
meeting was set for Monday, 
June 27, a week early due 
to the first Monday falling 
on the Fourth of July.

MINING...Continued from page 1

better than anywhere else 
in the world. But the United 
States will not be able to 
do that under the current 
regulatory process that 
is unpredictable, subject 
to political manipulation 
with changing rules in 
each administration, and in 
conflict with the priorities 
of our nation.”

Padilla argued that 
the Biden administration’s 
recent cancellation of the 
company’s mineral leases 
was contrary to the admin-
istration’s stated goal of 
expanding domestic pro-
duction of key minerals 
and metals and would 
take “virtually all of our 
country’s nickel, cobalt, 
and platinum group metals 
off the table.”

Padilla told D.C. law-
makers that northeastern 
Minnesota’s geological 
formation, known as the 
Duluth Complex, contains 
95 percent of the known 
U.S. nickel resources, 88 
percent of its cobalt, 75 
percent of its platinum 
group metals and about a 
third of its copper. 

“A domestic source 
for critical minerals means 
Minnesota,” said Padilla. 

Yet opponents of the 
Twin Metals proposal 
accuse Padilla of mislead-
ing lawmakers, noting that 
Twin Metals’ proposed 

mine involves only a 
fraction of the mineral 
resources associated with 
the Duluth Complex. Of 
approximately 18 known 
concentrations of mineral-
ization along the northern 
edge of the complex, most 
lie outside the Boundary 
Waters watershed and 
are not affected by the 
proposed federal mineral 
withdrawal that would 
impact Twin Metals, a 
subsidiary of the copper 
mining giant Antofagasta. 
Twin Metals opponents 
note that the four deposits 
controlled by the company, 
constitute only about 6.5 
percent of the sulfide 
mineralization believed 
to exist within the Duluth 
Complex. At the same 
time, the location of the 
proposed mine would 
pose a greater risk to the 
Boundary Waters than 
the development of other 
known deposits.

When ques t ioned 
about the environmental 
risks to the Boundary 
Waters posed by the 
Twin Metals project by 
New Mexico Sen. Martin 
Heinrich, Padilla seemed 
to acknowledge the poten-

tial for damage. “These 
are industrial activities,” 
she said. “Every human 
activity involves risk.” She 
went on to compare it to 
the risks she might incur 
by not wearing a seat belt. 

The  U .S .  Fo res t 
Service, which has request-
ed the mineral withdrawal, 
used stronger language 
in its arguments for the 
mineral withdrawal, noting 
that the Twin Metals project 
posed unacceptable risks to 
a key federal resource and 
that the wilderness restric-
tions within the Boundary 
Waters would make mit-
igation of downstream 
pollution difficult if not 
impossible to undertake. 

Heinrich asked another 
witness at the hearing, 
Dr. Paul Ziemkiewicz, 
an expert on acid mine 
drainage, about the risks 
posed by the Twin Metals 
proposal. “By definition, 
it is wet enough to cause 
acid mine drainage,” said 
Ziemkiewicz, “so unless 
you put a plastic cover over 
all the rock on the site, it 

will produce acid.”
Critics of the proposal 

argue that Twin Metals 
isn’t being truthful.

“Twin Metals has spun 
a tale about the need for 
its mine to power a clean 
energy future and our 
domestic security,” stated 
the Campaign to Save the 
Boundary Waters in a press 
statement. “The truth is 
sulfide-ore copper mining 
in this location would 
sacrifice the Boundary 
Waters while producing 
an insignificant amount of 
metals compared to United 
States demand.”

While the Duluth 
Complex, which stretches 
in an arc from near Duluth 
nearly to the Gunflint Trail, 
is known to be home to a 
large volume of sulfide 
mineralization, only rel-
atively small pockets are 
believed to be potentially 
economically viable. Twin 
Metals, for its part, has 
yet to produce a financial 
document that shows its 
current mine plan can be 
undertaken profitably. 

Supporters of more 
domestic mining, like 
Sen. Joe Manchin, the 
West Virginia Democrat 
who chairs the committee, 
argue that the U.S. needs 
to do more to reduce its 
reliance on countries like 
China and Russia. “It 
makes no sense to remain 
beholden to bad actors 
when we have abundant 
resources and manufac-
turing know-how here 
in the United States,” 
said Manchin in opening 
remarks at the hearing. 
“The administration needs 
to help make responsi-
ble mining and refining 
possible here rather than 
making it more difficult 
and challenging.”

Manchin, the owner 
of a West Virginia coal 
company, has been an 
outlier in his own party 
over his reluctance to wean 
the country off dirty forms 
of energy production. 

Manchin also stressed 
the need for creating pro-
cessing capacity in the 
U.S., so minerals mined 

domestically or in allied 
countries don’t need to 
go to China for refining. 
“We need to make sure 
we’re not exporting our 
own critical minerals for 
processing somewhere 
else,” said Manchin. 

As it stands current-
ly, companies proposing 
to mine copper-nickel in 
northeastern Minnesota 
expect to ship their metal 
concentrates outside the 
U.S., most likely to China, 
for refining, a plan which 
could undercut their argu-
ments about the strategic 
importance of their pro-
duction. 

Registration for the upcoming 2022 youth baseball season is open!  Girls and boys ages 
5-12 on or before May 1 are welcome to join!  Register your child/children by April 15
by entering the registration link below into your web browser or by using the QR code below. 
You can also go to our Facebook Page, “Cook Youth Baseball” to register. 
Enter this link into your web browser:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekca-81YPblNy-
uSuV4-CsS3Vh1NhGQuMRR_AeNQbfD0_5RQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

Coaches and umpires are also needed for the season.
If you are interested, please email us at cookyouthbaseball@gmail.com.

It’s Time For......
COOK YOUTH BASEBALL

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

• In-store jewelry
& watch repair

• Cash for 
Gold & Silver

• SISU JEWELRY

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

• Seed
Potatoes

• Onion Sets
• Lawn Seed

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!



ELY – This commu-
nity’s first client for a new 
Commercial Development 
Corridor Assistance Loan 
Program, and new econom-
ic development potential in 
light of a longtime tenant 
vacating a city-owned 
property, highlighted a 
recent meeting of the Ely 
Economic Development 
Authority (EEDA).

Ely  c i ty  counci l 
members, acting as the 
economic development 
authority, met with eco-
nomic developer and con-
sultant John Fedo late last 
month. He submitted the 
first applicant, Northern 
Toboggan Co., for approval 
in the new commercial loan 
program.

“We are hoping that 
this program will literally 
add new employees, as well 
as a (business) expansion 
aspect,” he said. 

T h e  E E D A 
Development Corridor 
Program provides a loan 
and forgivable loan/grant 
for an up to a $75,000 
project to qualified appli-
cants to be used for substan-
tial physical improvements 
to Ely businesses to expand 
employment and increase 

the local tax base.
“The improvements 

must provide for expan-
sion of an existing or new 
business to provide addi-
tional employment,” Fedo 
said. Improvements could 
include heating, electrical, 
insulation, exterior ADA 
access, or other improve-
ments. “The improve-
ments must be necessary 
to expand the business 
and provide for additional 
employment,” he said.

One third of the total 
project is funded through 
an EEDA commercial loan. 

Another third is funded 
through a forgivable loan/
grant from the Department 
of Iron Range Resources 
and Rehabilitation. In order 
to be eligible for loan for-
giveness, the business must 
hire at least one full-time 
employee at a minimum of 
$15 per hour for a period of 
at least two years. If those 

conditions are not met, the 
business will have up to six 
years to pay off the loan at a 
rate of two-percent interest.

One third of the loan 
program will include 
private funding, equity or 
bank loan.

“Funding for this 
Commercial Development 
Corridor program takes 
into account unspent 
COVID funds for eco-
nomic development to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) that 
were not used in the metro 
area,” Fedo said.

Northern Toboggan 
Co. is the second tier of 
the Wintergreen Northern 
Wear business recently 
acquired by the Jackson 
Herron family, doing busi-
ness as Northern Goods Co 
LLC, based in Warroad.

“I introduced this 
program to him right around 

Christmas time and it took a 
while to get all the pieces in 
place,” Fedo said. “This is 
a $20,000 project. They are 
looking at expanding their 
activity. They have manu-
facturing and distribution 
of a variety of goods online. 
They want to incorporate 
that into a retail center. 
They look to open that up 
in the log cabin building 
next to Wintergreen. There 
is some renovation to the 
building, marketing, and 
traditional elements that 
go into a retail setting. The 
cabin has some aesthetic 
appeal but it has some 
immediate needs. They also 
have a rental program with 
their Northern Toboggan 
products that they want run 
through this facility.”

“The aspect that we 
like a lot is, obviously, 
their reinvestment in this 
community of an existing 
business and also a new 
business, but they are also 
adding two new employ-
ees,” Fedo added.

Ely Clerk-Treasurer 
Harold Langowski added, 
“The intent of this program 
is for those businesses that 
are making capital invest-
ments and improvements 
to their facility to add 
additional employees. This 
is in line with the Business 

Energy Retrofit (BER), and 
helping businesses that are 
trying to expand. It is not a 
big amount of money, but a 
$25,000 grant on a $75,000 
project is significant.”

EEDA members unan-
imously approved the loan 
application.

“ T w o  a d d i t i o n a l 
applications have been 
received,” Fedo added, 
“that more than qualify for 
this program which occurs 
within our commercial 
corridor downtown.” He 
did not identify the two 
other applicants. “We are 
hoping to hear within the 
next couple of weeks if 
those loan packages are 
approved by DEED, and 
if we qualify to administer 
those loans.”
Upcoming vacancy

City officials were 
notified last month that 
Carlson Wagonlit Travel, 
a tenant in the Ely business 
park for more than 20 years, 
will terminate its lease this 
fall.

“It didn’t come as a 
surprise to us, Langowski 
said. “It has been a trend 
in the work-from-home 
environment, especially 
since COVID, but it is 
concerning.”

CWT, also known as 
Sato Travel, at one time had 
more than 100 employees 
at its location on Miners 
Drive. 

The building has two 
other tenants, the Veterans 
Affairs health clinic, which 
recently completed a 
major expansion project 
and renewed a 10-year 
lease, and the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue, 
which has also fluctuated 
in employee numbers as 
more staffers work from 
home, but is looking to 
renew a long-term lease.

“We operated at a very 
small margin,” Langowski 
said, “and we tried to 
keep the lease as rea-
sonable as possible to 
keep those jobs in Ely.” 
The lease space has been 
remodeled several times 
to accommodate the busi-
ness’s shrinking staff base, 
he added.

Mayor Roger Skraba 
voiced his enthusiasm 
for new economic devel-

opment in losing the 
business park tenant. 
“My bells are ringing, that 
is, this is marketable,” he 
said. “I can see for some of 
the people moving to Ely, 
there is fiber running to the 
premises. I am optimistic 
about this.”
North Woods Kids 
Fishing Derby

Ely Chamber  of 
Commerce executive 
director Eva Sebesta 
updated the authority on 
the new North Woods Kids 
Fishing Derby coming to 
the Ely community in June.

First developed in 2019 
by the chamber’s Events 
Coordinator Bureau, city of 
Ely, Merchant Committee, 
Incredible Ely, and Ely 
Area Tourism Bureau, 
the event will get off the 
ground on Saturday, June 
11 at Veterans on the Lake 
Resort.

“We are going to 
have as many as 40 kids, 
aged 6-14, participating in 
four different categories, 
including fishing, a skills 
component, water educa-
tion, and art, all on Fall 
Lake, “said Sebesta.

“It is completely barri-
er-free out there, so anyone 
with potential physical 
limitations will be able 
to get around just great,” 
she said. “We will have 
four different skills areas, 
including casting, knot-ty-
ing and things like that.”

“We are working with 
the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources to 
participate in the water 
education part. We are 
also involved with the 
DNR’s Fishing in the 
Neighborhood program, 
and we have donated 40 
fishing rods and reels so 
each participant will go 
home with a new rod and 
reel, a T-shirt, and a bag 
full of all sorts of fishing 
bling things.”

She asked for volun-
teers to help with the activ-
ities. “We are hoping area 
veterans will join us for the 
day,” Sebesta said. There is 
still snow on the ground but 
it will soon be open-water 
season.” Registration will 
open May 1.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

CITY OF ELY

ISD 696

Full Time Patient Access Representative 
EBCH is well known for providing high-quality, patient-centered care. We are looking for high-
energy individuals focused on customer service to join our team. Our Patient Access Reps hold 
an essential role as the face of EBCH. You are the first impression of our company and com-
plete detail-orientated work that affects the patient experience during and after their visit. 
While working in a fast-paced environment, this position provides clerical support to the Nurses 
Station and Admitting Office by answering phones, collecting data, and entering patient infor-
mation into our Electronic Medical Records (EMR) system. Responsibilities also include assisting 
patients in verifying insurance and walking through the admitting, discharge, and transfer pro-
cesses. A High School Diploma or General Education Degree (GED) and experience providing 
exceptional customer service are required. This position requires excellent communication with 
various team members, including physicians, nurses, patients, and visitors, while maintaining 
strict confidentiality and HIPAA requirements. Applicants must pass a typing test. The mini-
mum typing requirement is 30 wpm with 5 error maximum. Apply online at www.ebch.org.  

 
EBCH offers competitive wages, previous experience credit, health insurance, retire-

ment benefits, vision and dental along with paid vacation, holiday and sick time. 
 

“Committed to caring for and enhancing the health and well-being of 
the community it serves.” 
328 W. Conan St. | Ely, MN 55731 | 218-365-8704 | www.ebch.org 

 

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital wants  
YOU to join our TEAM!! 

• 21 Bed Critical Access Hospital / Level 4 Trauma Center 
• 7 Emergency Department rooms 

• 24/7 Emergency Department 
• 3,000 ER patients seen annually 

EOE 

ELY – ISD 696 offi-
cials were recently present-
ed with a logo and branding 
design proposal by a local 
business owner. The idea 
behind the effort is to bring 
more consistency to the 
district’s presentation for 
signage, marketing, school 
uniforms and anything 
else that identifies the Ely 
school district.

Ely graphic designer 
Kara Polyner presented 
the idea to school board 
members last week with 
a timeline of launching 
the rebranding to coincide 
with the grand opening of 
the school building and 
renovation project this fall.

“The timing of this is 
what we are trying to bank 
on,” Polyner said, “to kind 
of relaunch a new identity 
for the school. There really 
isn’t much current, cohe-
sive, consistent branding 
going on right now.”

In  her  bus iness , 
Polyner said she focuses 
on brand identity and cre-
ating a consistent image, 
“So that for anybody who 
comes across the school 
or organization it is easily 
identifiable, whether it is 
a sporting event, driving 
by the school, the school’s 
website, or0 social media,” 

she said. “All that is cre-
ating a consistent image 
and they immediately rec-
ognize it as the Ely school 
district,” she said.

In material presented 
to board members, Polyner 
continued, “Just like for a 
business, first impressions 
matter, and your identity 
is as important as the work 
that you do on the inside. 
It can give the feeling of a 
professional organization 
that cares about how it is 
perceived and wants to 
make sure it is putting its 
best foot forward.”

She offered a brand 
identity package including 
multiple and varied logos to 
use in a variety of contexts.

“A color palate is 
crucial. You can use many 
colors, as long as it is 
consistent,” Polyner said. 
“Consistent type fonts or 
style of letters and patterns 
are also important to create 
a consistent image.”

She proposed that the 

school form a committee 
to work on the branding 
project. Potential members 
could include a school 
board member, school 
principals, athletic director, 
a couple of students and a 
couple of coaches.

“These stakeholders 
should have a say in how 
the school is branded. Six 
to eight people meeting 
several times in the coming 
months could get the project 
ready to launch by July 1 to 
coincide with the school 
building project comple-
tion and the opening day 
of the new school year,” 
Polyner said.

A list of the logo designs 
and variations for the new 
branding includes statio-
nery, handbook covers, 
social media headers, 
vehicle graphic designs, 
hallway, commons area 
décor designs, school pride 
programs, extracurricular 
programs and rosters, a 
unique and custom paw 
print, wayfinding signs for 
interior and exterior areas 
and main school signs.

Polyner offered a dis-
counted cost of $3,500 
from the normal $5,000 
package. “I am discounting 
this because of the pure 
investment in the commu-
nity that I have, and I have 
two daughters in the school 
system,” she said.

ISD 696 temporary 
board chair Rochelle 
Sjoberg stressed that the 
school district did not 
approach Polyner on the 
proposal. “I’m not going 
to speak for the board, as 
this is just informational. 
If the board should decide, 
we will look at doing some-
thing at a later date,” she 
said. No other school board 
member commented.
Teaching staff 
trimmed

For the second  time 
in two meeting, school 
board members contin-
ued making budget cuts. 
Teaching staff, equaling 
nearly the equivalent of two 
full-time positions, were 
cut by the board at their 
March 28 meeting.

Earlier last month, 
in another budget reduc-
tion move, school board 
members rescinded the 
seven-period school day 
for the 2022-23 school year 
in favor of a six-period 
school day.

The teacher  cuts 
include:

 One German II 
teaching position, 0.171 
FTE.

 One Grade 8-10 
social studies teacher, 1.0 
FTE.

One Grade 6 math 
and social studies teacher, 

0.686 FTE.
Board members unani-

mously approved the teach-
ing cuts on a 4-0 vote with 
no discussion. Newly-
appointed board member 
Chad Davis will take his 
seat at the table at the 
April 11 meeting, replacing 
Darren Visser who moved 
out of the district. Board 
chair Ray Marsnik was 
absent from the meeting 
as he recovers from inju-
ries sustained in a vehicle 
accident.

Budget cuts could con-
tinue as board members 
look to solve an esti-
mated $600,000 short-
fall this year. Enrollment 
declines in recent years, 
from nearly 600 students in 
2017 to about 530 students 
when school started last 
September, have contribut-
ed to the budget challenges. 
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

Approved spend-
ing $2,000 from the FY 
2022-23 budget to help 
fund the Ely Community 
Education’s $4,600 expen-
diture to resurface and paint 
the pickleball courts.

Accepted the res-
ignations of elementary 
teacher Megan Devine and 
band teacher Sarah Mason. 
In her resignation letter, 

Devine, who has taught at 
Washington School for 19 
years and is currently on a 
leave of absence, said she 
is seeking to take her edu-
cation career “in a different 
direction.” Mason said 
she has accepted a gradu-
ate assistantship at James 
Madison University as she 
pursues a Master of Music 
degree with a concentration 
on conducting.

 Granted science 
teacher Todd Hohenstein 
a leave of absence of at least 
three years from his posi-
tion at ISD 696 starting with 
the 2022-23 school year.

Accepted the resig-
nation of paraprofessional 
Asia Norman, effective 
March 24.

 H i r e d  T r a c y 
Anderson as American 
Indian Education Liaison, 
effective March 15.

Hired Carl Moger as 
full-time custodian, effec-
tive March 21.

Received notice of 
intent to negotiate from bar-
gaining units representing 
the district principals and 
confidential/supervisory 
employees.

Heard an update 
from school board member 
Tony Colarich who said 
Marsnik “is doing well and 
hopes to be back soon.”

Does the Ely school district need new branding?
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Economic opportunities continue to develop in Ely

Northern Toboggan Co. is located next to 
Wintergreen Northern Wear in Ely. file photo
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SINGING...Continued from page 1

Theater continue Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, April 
7-9 at 7 p.m.

“We are thrilled to 
be back onstage,” Artistic 
Director Sarah Skelton 
said as she directed her 
17th Ely Spring Musical. 
Public health concerns over 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced the shelving of many 
community events. “We 
were forced to shut down 
in Spring 2020 just one 
week before opening and 
we suspended production 
in 2021,” she said.

“The cast, directors, 
orchestra and crew have 
been extra-magical this 
year, and I am so grateful 
for their talents and sup-
portive spirits,” Skelton 
said. “In the midst of 
darkness, light twinkles 
though.”

Dressed in formal 
wear and lots of sparkling 
dresses, the cast combines 
Ely Community Musical 
theater veterans with 
several new faces, featur-
ing accomplished singers 
in every voice part, includ-
ing a mix of Ely Public 
School students, Matthew 
Janeksela, Gabe Mann, 
and Alison Poppler, VCC 
student Gerald Olarinde, 
Ely, Tower, Babbitt and 
Nett Lake teachers, Jim and 
Ruth Lah, Sarah Mason, 
Karin Schmidt, Crystal 
Poppler, and Ryan Bajan, 
and community members, 
Linda Bajan, Crystal 

Chopp, Justine Carlson, 
Anne Folz, Laurie Kess, 
Susan Laine, Emily Weise, 
Todd Crego, Ian Lah, and 
Peter Kess.

The show opened with 
the full ensemble perform-
ing “Sounds of the Earth.” 
Soloists, duos, just men and 
just women performed more 
than a dozen popular tunes 
from musicals, includ-
ing The Sound of Music, 
Oklahoma!, Cinderella, 
South Pacific, and more. 
After a brief intermission, 
the cast returned onstage for 
another ten pieces. The full 
ensemble closed with the 

title tune, “A Grand Night 
for Singing.”

Skelton is joined back-
stage by Marcia Homer as 
music director, Peter Kess 
as set designer, Laurie Kess 
as costumer and Greg Mann 
as lighting director.

Choreography is pro-
vided by Ian Lah, Crystal 
Chopp, Jim Lah, Laurie 
Kess, and Sara Skelton.

The orchestra, set up 
on stage rather than in the 
pit, includes Mike Rouse 
and Barb Litchfield on key-
boards, Nina VanGelder, 
flute, Sarah Mason, clari-
net and saxophone, Lynn 

Evensen, bass, Margie 
Miller, harp, and Richard 
Dunstan on drums.

Backstage help for 
the production includes 
Morgan Sauls and Charlie 
Ah Sani, lights, Asmaa 
Myran, sets and costumes, 
and David Radke and Carly 
Wogen, sets.

Tickets are available 
online through the Northern 
Lakes Arts Association’s 
website at northernlake-
sarts.org and are also avail-
able at the door. Tickets 
are $15 for adults, $12 for 
NLAA members and $8 for 
students.

Ely-Bloomenson Community
Hospital would like to

congratulate Dr. Montana
on being named the

Essentia Health Physician of
the Year for 2022.

Working to make our community a
better, healthier place to live.

www.ebch.orgwww.ebch.orgwww.ebch.orgwww.ebch.org

We’re stronger,
thanks to

Dr. Montana.

BOOK ONLINE: vermilionparkinn@gmail.com 
218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan • vermilionparkinn.com

• On the Hiking / Biking Trails
• Near Lake Vermilion,

Fortune Bay Resort Casino and
State Parks

Spring Getaway
Destination!

• Comfortable Private Rooms
• Continental Breakfast

Registered Nurses 
EBCH is offering a an excellent opportunity for professional growth in a unique wilderness com-
munity. EBCH is seeking Registered Nurses to join our team of compassionate caregivers. Our 
RN’s are responsible for providing direct and indirect patient care in the Medical-Surgical and 
Emergency Department settings. EBCH RN’s respond quickly and accurately to changes in the 
patient’s condition or response to treatment. Position requirements include: current licensure 
as a Registered Nurse in the State of MN, BLS certification and excellent communication and 
customer service skills. All nurses are required to complete the following upon finishing orien-
tation: ACLS, PALS and TNCC. Full-Time, Part-Time or Casual applications welcome. Apply 
online at www.ebch.org. 

 
EBCH offers competitive wages with extensive credit given for previous work experi-
ence, Health, vision and dental insurance, retirement benefits and paid vacation, hol-
iday and sick time. 12-hour shifts offer nurses several days off in a row to help pro-

mote a positive work/life balance. 
 

 
328 W. Conan St.  |  Ely, MN 55731  |  218-365-8704 
www.ebch.org 
“...committed to caring for and enhancing the health and well-being of the 
community we serve”.  

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital 
Is adding to our Team!!  

• 21 Bed Critical Access Hospital / Level 4 Trauma Center 
• Nearest Level 2 Trauma Center – 120 miles away 
• 7 ER rooms 
• Swing Bed program  

• 24/7 Emergency Department 
• State-of-the-Art Diagnostic Imaging Department  
• In-House Lab with outpatient infusion treatment 
• PT/OT and Cardiac Rehab onsite  

EOE 

Home destroyed by fire
WAASA TWP—A home and garage located at 3820 

Hwy. 21 in Waasa Township were destroyed by fire on 
March 30. No one was injured during the incident, but 
the residence was a total loss. Embarrass, Babbitt and 
Tower fire departments assisted at the scene, along with 
the Babbitt Police Department and St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Department.

According to a report in the Duluth News Tribune, 
the house was a single-family rental owned by Timothy 
Westvik, who said the fire possibly started in a chicken 
coop behind the house.

The cause of the fire remains under investigation.

VOTE...Continued from page 1

33.8 percent, will move 
on to the general election. 
Boney came in a distant 
third, with 13.5 percent of 
the vote. Robin Geshick 
and Tim O’Leary each cap-
tured less than 10 percent 
of the ballots cast.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y /
Treasurer position was the 
most hotly contested race 
of the evening, with only 

19 votes out of 458 cast 
separating the three candi-
dates. Incumbent Morrison 
came out on top with 35.8 
percent of the vote. If the 
numbers held up after 
Wednesday’s certification 
tally, then Morrison will 
face Tara Geshick in the 
general election. Geshick 
edged challenger Tracey 
Strong Dagen 32.5 percent 

to 31.7 percent, a margin of 
only four votes. 

S i m o n a  B e n n e r 
received the largest share 
of votes for the District 
1 seat with 34.4 percent. 
Drift will have the chance to 
retain the seat in the general 
election after coming in 
a close second at 31.6 
percent, comfortably ahead 
of third-place finisher 

Dave Villebrun with 19.8 
percent. Millie Holmes 
received 17.2 percent.

All vote percentages 
reported here were re-cal-
culated by the Timberjay 
after discovering a possible 
calculation error in the 
preliminary results posted 
by election judges shortly 
before 2 a.m. Wednesday 
and are slightly lower than 

those posted. The possible 
errors should not have 
impacted the actual number 
of votes received by each 
candidate.

A second count and 
certification of the results 
by the Band’s election 
board was scheduled for 
later Wednesday, after 
which final official results 
will be available.

Any candidate who 
wishes to have the ballots 
recounted for their race 
must file their request 
with the election board by 
Friday, according to the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
election ordinance. 

The general election is 
scheduled for June 14.

CLERK...Continued from page 1
It can be noted that the 

two positions are not com-
parable. Breitung Township 
is much more comparable 
to a small city with its own 
maintenance department, 
township roads to main-
tain and plow, water and 
sewer infrastructure, police 
department, hockey rink 
and baseball field, and a 
campground. 

Spicer said she was 
angry and hurt that the board 
continues to support the 
downgrading of the position 
to 12 hours a week, and 
singled out Drobac, who 
formerly served in the role.

“Of all people,” Spicer 
wrote, she “is aware 
of the statutory duties 

and the board-imposed 
duties cannot be com-
pleted in just 12 hours.” 
“I will continue to do the 
duties of Clerk to the best 
of my ability.”

At some point last 
week, the Greenwood 
Board also received a letter 
of resignation from current 
Treasurer Belinda Fazio.

The Greenwood Town 
Board posted a notice for a 
special meeting on March 
31 before receiving this 
email, and set a special 
meeting for Wednesday, 
April 6 at 6:30 p.m. to 
appoint a clerk to finish the 
current clerk’s term and a 
treasurer to complete the 
current treasurer’s term.

Above, “Stepsisters’ Lament” was performed by cast members, from 
left, Sarah Mason, Susan Laine, Emily Weise, Karin Schmidt, and Crystal 
Poppler. Peter Kess and Crystal Chopp, at right, sang “Surrey with the 
Fringe on Top.” photos by K. Vandervort

News in Brief

The Timberjay / 218-753-2950
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ORR
Lumber Orr Hardware
Hwy. 53, Orr • 218-757-3142
Pelican Bay Foods
Your handy grocery store on Hwy. 53.
Orr Muni
Hwy. 53 in downtown Orr
Park State Bank-Orr
4539 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-757-0121
COOK
Waschke Family Chevrolet
Sales & Service
Cook Building Center
We’re at your service.
North Star Credit Union
We take pride in our service.
1st National Bank
Our specialty: money!
McDonald’s-Cook
101 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0077
Park State Bank-Cook
128 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0393
Barb Hegg-Vermilion Land Office
210 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-6183
Zup’s Grocery-Cook
Open seven days a week!
201 Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0205

TOWER/SOUDAN
Tower-Soudan Agency
Your Independent Agent
Soudan Store
Open daily!
Frandsen Bank-Tower
Main St, Tower • 218-753-6100

Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tower’s great convenience store.
Good Ol’ Days
Offering Carry-Out • 218-753-6097
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”
218-753-4311
Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St, Tower • 218-753-3422
Vermilion Park Inn
30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2330
Lamppa Manufacturing
9501 Hwy 135, Tower • 218-753-2330
Sulu’s Espresso Café
507 Main St, Tower • 218-753-5610
Zup’s Grocery-Tower
Open seven days a week!
315 Main St, Tower • 218-753-2725
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors
602 Main St, Tower • 218-753-4071

ELY
Dee’s Bar
17 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-3896
Frandsen Bank-Ely
102 E Sheridan, Ely • 218-365-6121
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Your local hardware headquarters.
48 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-365-3129
Piragis
105 N Central Ave, Ely • 218-365-6745

Ely Auto
1614 E Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994
“All your car service needs.”
Potluck Modern & Vintage 
Kitchenware
101 E Chapman St, Ely • 218-235-6135
Grand Ely Lodge-
Evergreen Restaurant
400 N Pioneer Rd, Ely • 218-365-6565
Zup’s Grocery-Ely
303 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-3188
Ely Flower & Seed
Spring planting is right around the corner!
Front Porch Coffee & Tea
Offering carry-out service.
Range Cenex-Ely
For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Gracie’s Plant Works
22 W Sheridan St, Ely • 218-235-7644
Subway-Ely
1520 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-2699
Wintergreen Northern Wear
205 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-6233.

BABBITT
Range Cenex-Babbitt
For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Zup’s Grocery-Babbitt
31 Central, Babbitt • 218-827-3561

EMBARRASS
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service.”
218-984-3501

Last Day to enter is Wed., April 13

Enter Our FREE
Easter Shopping Give-Away!

Enter to win when you visit 
any of these businesses.

A FREE
$25 Zup’s

Gift Card
will be given away

at each store.*
Winners at Orr businesses will receive

a $25 Gift Certificate to Pelican Bay Foods

Sponsored by the businesses below, The Timberjay, Pelican Bay Foods and Zup’s Grocery Stores

Shop Zup’s for Your
Easter Dining Needs

Stores in Ely, Babbitt, Tower and Cook

41 chances to win!
DRAWINGS HELD APRIL 13



FIELD TWP- Six North 
Woods archers qualified for the 
National Archery in the Schools 
Western Nationals in Utah by 
scoring top-ten placements in 
state tournament competition in 
Duluth on March 25-26.

Grizzlies Buckley LeForte, 
Kaidence Scofield, Brady 
Swanson, Michaela Brunner, 
Cooper Long, and Merilee 
Scofield will shoot off against 
more than 1,200 fellow student 
archers in the Mountain America 
Center in Sandy, Utah, on April 
29-30. The NASP is returning to 
in-person Western and Eastern 
national events after holding a 
virtual tournament last year due 
to COVID-19.

Emily Nelson is president 
of the North Woods Archery 
Club, and sending kids to nation-
al tournaments is something 
they’ve come to expect, she said. 
“You can either qualify as an 
individual or a team,” Olson 
said. “This year we have indi-
vidual qualifiers. We’ve had 

whole teams qualify, like the 
whole middle school team or 
elementary or high school.”

“Regular season meets 
aretypically hosted at school, 
so taking the team to the state 
event at the DECC in Duluth is a 
fun and different atmosphere for 
the kids to experience,” Nelson 
said, “but nationals is a whole 
other level entirely.”

“When you go to nationals 
there are a thousand targets set 

up and then there’s a thousand 
kids shooting at one time,” she 
said. “Just the sound of it alone 
is really cool.”

Fifth-grader Buckley 
LaForte has lofty aspirations 
for when he gets to Utah. He’s 
shot a compound bow for a 
couple of years, he said, and 
while switching to the uniform 
competition bow required by 
NASP was a little tricky at first, 
he’s adapted well.

“I’d like to shoot in the high 
280s, or maybe 290,” he said, 

marks that would be just short 
of perfection.

This is the first year that 
fifth-grader Michaela Brunner 
has had a bow in her hand, and 
she said she didn’t expect to do 
as well as she has. She said it’s 
fun and that she likes the mix 
between group and individual 
practice.

“It doesn’t take up all that 
much time,” she said. “We 
normally have Sundays here 
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North Woods archers 
qualify for nationals

U.S. CENSUS

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

COMMUNICATIONS

This “monopole” cell tower 
was under construction this 
week near Everett Lake, on 
the Echo Trail. 

COMPETITION

photo by M. Helmberger

See  TOWER..pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Echo Trail 
cell tower 
makes sudden 
appearance

“     When you 
go to nationals, 

there’s a 
thousand kids 

shooting at one 
time. Just the 
sound of it is 
really cool.

Emily Nelson
North Woods 
Archery Club

See  ARCHERS...pg. 2B

REGIONAL- Want to get a 
small glimpse of what life was 
like in the North Country in 
1950, or learn a little about your 
relatives and ancestors from that 
day and age? The April 1 release 
of the 1950 U.S. Census forms 
listing house-by-house informa-
tion about people living there will 
let you do just that.

Genealogists in particular 
have been awaiting this release 
for the past decade. Federal law 

mandates that individual house-
hold information can’t be released 
for 72 years after a census is taken 
to provide a level of protection 
of confidentiality. Researchers 
using websites like Ancestry and 
FamilyTree have been able to 
access the forms through 1940 
but have had to rely on other 
records when trying to track down 
information after that year.

Now, more than 6.5 million 
digital images of 1950 census 
forms and maps are available and 
searchable online at 1950census.
archives.gov, a page developed 

by the National Archives to 
allow free and easy access to 
the records. However, everyone 
won’t have the same ease or luck 
in finding what they’re looking 
for, but there are numerous aids 
available to help people zero in 
on their targets.
What’s there

The 1950 census was the last 
one where almost all of the house-
hold information in the country 
was collected by census takers 
going door-to-door to talk with 
residents to get the information 

to fill out their forms. For each 
census, the information gathered 
has been somewhat different from 

the previous one, and 1950 is no 
different.

The street and house or 
apartment number is listed, as 
well as if the house is on a farm 
or a lot over three acres in size. 
The head of the household is 
listed by first and last names, 
and other family members are 
typically listed by first name only. 
Full names are listed for servants 
or lodgers living in the house. 
For each individual, their race, 
sex, age on their last birthday, 

1950 household data now available online
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See  CENSUS...pg. 2B

ECHO TRAIL— The sudden 
appearance of a 195-foot com-
munications tower near Everett 
Lake has local residents here both 
concerned and surprised about the 
lack of public notice. 

“We were blindsided,” said 
Quent Lauer, who lives on Everett 
Lake, about eight miles up the Echo 
Trail from Ely. “We just woke up 
one morning and saw this huge 
tower going up.”

New communications towers 
are hardly unusual these days, but 
the St. Louis County ordinance used 
to require a conditional use permit 
for such projects, and such permits 
required a public hearing and noti-
fication of nearby neighbors.

But the county board changed 
that process in 2015, when it 
adopted a new zoning ordinance, 
known as Ordinance 62. The 
earlier ordinance, adopted back in 
1993, did require a conditional use 
permit for communications towers, 
according to Jennifer Bourbonais, 
land use manager for St. Louis 
County Planning and Community 
Development. The CUP process 
requires a public hearing and noti-
fication of neighbors. 

The updated ordinance dropped 
that requirement, however, in favor 
of what are known as “performance 
standard permits,” which can be 
issued over-the-counter as long as 
they meet a minimum set of pre-de-
fined standards or criteria. Public 
notification is no longer required, 
which is why neighbors near the 
facility were caught off-guard.

A company out of Rochester, 
Minn., known as TowerCo., com-
missioned construction of the 195-
foot “monopole,” which will be 
located inside a 50’ by 50’ fenced 

These six 
North Woods 
archers will 
be traveling 
to Utah at the 
end of April 
to represent 
the team and 
school in the 
NASP Western 
Nationals 
competition. 

They are, from 
front to back, 
Buckley 
LeForte, 
Kaidence 
Scofield, Brady 
Swanson, 
Michaela 
Brunner, Coo-
per Long, and 
Merilee 
Scofield.

Below: After 
munching 
on pizza and 
receiving 
awards at their 
end-of-season 
banquet on 
Sunday, North 
Woods archers 
line up for 
some fun 
target shoot-
ing for prizes.

photos by 
D. Colburn
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ARCHERS...Continued from page 1B

Austin VanScoy and his 
crew with their tree service 
equipment. 

file photo by M. Helmberger

TOWER...
Continued from page 1B

(at the school) and then 
Tuesdays at Ryan’s Rustic 
Railings. And then I prac-
tice at home.”

S e v e n t h - g r a d e r 
Merilee Scofield has been 
shooting for three years and 
said she got into archery 
because it looked like fun. 
And it turns out she’s pretty 
good at it.

“This is the second 
time I qualified for nation-
als. I qualified last year, but 
when COVID started they 
shut everything down, so I 
didn’t get to go,” she said.

Merilee said she didn’t 

find out until the day after 
state that she’d qualified for 
nationals, and she’s looking 
forward to stepping up to 
the mark in Utah with a 
competitive mindset.

“I really get pumped 
up,” she said. “ I tell myself 
I’m going to do good and I 
really try.”

Randy Long’s son, 
fifth-grader Cooper, also 
qualified for nationals, and 
he has two more sons on the 
team, fourth-grader Brock 
and senior Eagen. Long 
has been one of the team’s 
coaches for 12 years.

“We have a lot of 
strong archers, especially 
this year with our elemen-
tary,” Long said. “We’ve 
had a fairly strong team 
throughout the district, 
region, and state. For a 
small community, we’ve 
produced some top notch 
archers. For the most part, 
this was a pretty straightfor-
ward year and we’re proud 
of our kids.”

Getting all the neces-
sary equipment and trav-
eling to tournaments near 
and far involves a good deal 
of expense, but because 

the team has established 
a track record of success 
they’ve been able look 
ahead and raise enough 
funds to cover three years 
in advance, Nelson said. 
And every three years they 
try to take all of the kids 
to nationals, even those 
who don’t qualify for the 
competition, so that they 
all get the experience of 
being there.

One of the team’s 
biggest sources of revenue 
is selling Zup’s pasties, she 
said. This year the team 
sold 1,314 pasties, earning 

about $4,000 that will go 
toward next year’s trip.

The team also received 
generous support from a 
number of different com-
munity sources.

“This year we got 
donations from the Cook 
Timberwolves Snowmobile 
Club; the Hibbing Archery 
Club donated money for the 
food for the banquet today,” 
Nelson said. “The Cook 
VFW donated $500 and 
the Cook Fire Department 
donated $250.”

“Archery is like no 
other sport,” Long said. “It 

takes funding and a lot of 
community effort to keep 
it going, and it takes a lot 
of coaches.  There’s a lot 
of hands-on involvement. 
The community has done 
an excellent job helping 
us through our pasty sales 
and giving donations so that 
we can purchase equipment 
each year from bows to 
targets and target faces. 
They’ve even provided 
enough funding for us to 
buy (an equipment) trailer 
for the team.”

marital status, and rela-
tionship to the head of the 
household is listed. Their 
state or country of birth is 
also recorded.

Those 14 and over 
were also asked questions 
about work and occupa-
tions.

If your relative was 
among the one out of every 
20 people surveyed that was 
asked to respond to a sup-
plemental set of questions, 
you may also discover 
information related to their 
education, employment, 
amount and source of 
income in 1949, marital 
history, if someone was in 
the armed services.

Census workers sur-
veying Native American 
reservations had an addi-
tional questionnaire to fill 
out, the Indian Reservation 
Schedule, or IRS. People 
were asked for their tribal 
names, tribe and clan affilia-
tions, their degree of Native 
blood, their ability to read, 
write, and speak English 
or another language, and 
their participation in tribal 
ceremonies in 1949.

Also included in the 
digital release are maps and 
descriptions of the census 
enumeration districts, what 
are commonly known today 
as census tracts.

Where to go
The  records  a re 

available online, but you 
won’t find them on the 
U.S. Census website. The 
Census Bureau is respon-
sible for collecting the data 
every ten years and creating 
statistical reports from it, 
but once all that data is 
entered into the system, the 
individual data collection 
schedules are transferred 
to the National Archives. 
Those records are kept 
closed to the public for 72 
years, although individu-
als with specific requests 
related to family members 
have been able to request 
copies of specific records.

The U.S.  Census 
bureau site contains infor-
mation about the newly 
available 1950 census 
documents and links to the 
National Archives web-
pages. Digitized copies of 
statistical reports for 1950 
are also available on the 
Census Bureau site.

The National Archives 
site also has a page devoted 
to the 1950 census, in addi-
tion to the actual search and 
resource page, 1950census.
archives.gov. While having 
background information is 
useful, most will want to 
dive into searching quickly.

Conducting a search
Underneath the hood, 

the main driver of the search 
system is a machine-learn-
ing-based optical character 
recognition (OCR) system 
that has been trained to 
recognize handwriting. 
However, as anyone who 
has looked at previous 
census enumeration forms 
knows, handwriting is as 
diverse as those doing the 
writing, a mix of block 
and cursive styles in 
unique forms and some-
times nearly illegible as 
census takers attempted 
to squeeze information 
into the available space. 
The first place to start a 
search is with a location 
and a person’s last name. 
Since the OCR system isn’t 
perfect, a name search may 
or may not produce result.

The Timberjay decided 
to conduct a test search of 
St. Louis County using a 
surname associated with 
Nett Lake, Villebrun, to 
see if the system would 
provide results for both a 
standard household survey 
and an Indian Reservation 
Schedule.

The search included 
three results, all from Nett 
Lake. A Frank P. Villebrun 
showed up on both a stan-
dard survey and an IRS. A 

Millo D. Villebrun showed 
up on a standard survey, but 
the search did not return 
an accompanying IRS. 
Each census page found 
is accompanied by nota-
tions indicating what the 
OCR system read, and 
the results are revealing 
as to how searching by 
name can be hit or miss. 
For the standard survey, 
Villebrun’s name was 
read by the scanner as 
“Villebrun Trahnp.” Had 
the search been for “Frank 
Villebrun,” the page may 
not have been found. That’s 
why it’s recommended 
to use last names for the 
name search and then 
visually inspect the census 
page for the individual 
person you’re looking for. 
The writing on this partic-
ular page is cursive, and 
those familiar with Nett 
Lake surnames know that 
“Sweft” and “Gogglege” 
and “Leey” aren’t correct 
spellings, but that’s how 
the OCR system recog-
nized Swift, Goggleye, and 
Leecy. The system might 
pull up this page anyway 
when you enter the correct 
spelling, as it appears to 
be able to pull up close 
matches in some instances.

Take the Villebrun 
search and the IRS form. 

The system pulled up that 
form with Frank Villebrun 
on it even though the OCR 
system read the last name 
as “Villabum.”

However, all is not 
lost if a name search match 
doesn’t turn up. You may 
still find what you’re 
looking for, but it may 
take a little more work. If 
you know where a person 
lived, you can search for 
census records for that area 
and scan them visually, for 
example.
Correcting the record

Sometimes names are 
misspelled on the census 
form. Other times, the 
OCR system reads them 
incorrectly. In both cases, 
you can use a tool to enter 
the correct spelling.

To use the transcrip-
tion tool, you need to 
have access to your email 
account while conducting 
the search. The tool asks 
for your email address and 
sends a code to that address 
that you have to enter to 
continue.

Once you’re in, you 
pick the number of the line 
that needs to be corrected 
and then enter the correct 
spelling. The form itself, 
as a 72-year-old scanned 
image, isn’t changed, but 

a computer record of the 
correction is permanently 
linked to that line and 
page so that a future name 
search will find it without 
any problems.
Finding help

The best thing to do 
when you go to the initial 
search page is to click 
on the “FAQ” link at the 
top of the page and read 
through the frequently 
asked questions. A wealth 
of information is provided 
in easily-read small chunks. 
It will provide information 
on a number of things you 
might encounter when 
conducting a search, as well 
as some tips and tricks for 
when a name search doesn’t 
turn up what you want.

A l i n k  o n  t h e 
“Resources” page of the 
site, “Finding Aids,” will 
help you understand and 
navigate the enumeration 
district map collection. 
Another link on the page 
will intrigue historians – it 
goes to a list of all of the 
training videos produced 
for the 1950 census workers 
and the general public, that 
can be viewed online at the 
National Archives website.

 
 

CENSUS...Continued from page 1B

compound and will accom-
modate an AT&T antenna 
and any other wireless 
communications com-
panies looking to extend 
service into the area, where 
coverage remains spotty 
at best. The information 
provided by St. Louis 
County did not indicate 
whether or not the tower 
will be lighted, although 
current FAA regulations 
only require lighting or 
special paints for towers 
200 feet or more in height. 

A written description 
of the project, obtained by 
the Timberjay, states that 
the tower will enhance 
AT&T’s FirstNet system 
along the eastern portion 
of the Echo Trail. The 
FirstNet system is designed 
to assist first responders, as 
well as the public. 

Access to wireless 
communications has been 
an issue for first responders 
along the Echo Trail and 
adjacent portions of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. The 
St. Louis County Rescue 
Squad, in particular, has 
struggled at times to com-
municate while undertak-
ing wilderness rescues in 
the western portion of the 
BWCAW. The new tower 
is expected to significantly 
improve the communica-
tions in that area. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
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of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
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Photographs!
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HELPING RESIDENTS

REGIONAL- Local Social 
Security offices will restore 
in-person services, including 
for those without appointments, 
on April 7.  However, scheduled 
appointments are strongly en-
couraged by visiting www.so-
cialsecurity.gov or calling toll-
free 1-800-772-1213.  Deaf or 
hard of hearing may call Social 
Security’s TTY number 1-800-
325-0778.  Customers who walk 
in without appointments may 

encounter delays and longer 
waits. Offices tend to be busiest 
first thing in the morning, early 
in the week, and during the ear-
ly part of the month.

Since many have health 
vulnerabilities, certain safe-
ty measures including masks, 
physical distancing, and self-
health checks for COVID-19 
symptoms are required. If need-
ed, masks are available.  Please 
visit www.socialsecurity.gov/

coronavirus/gethelp or www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/onlineservices.

Most Social Security ser-
vices are available to the public 
online at www.socialsecurity.
gov and with a My Social Se-
curity account, or by telephone. 
Most services do not require the 
public to take time to visit an 
office. Create a My Social Se-
curity account, a personalized 
online service, at www.socialse-
curity.gov/myaccount to access 

personalized services, such as 
replacement Social Security 
cards.  If already receiving So-
cial Security benefits, direct de-
posits can be started or changed 
online, a replacement SSA-
1099 can be requested, and if 
proof of benefits is needed, a 
current benefit verification letter 
can be printed or downloaded. 
Those not yet receiving bene-
fits can use an online account to 
get a personalized Social Secu-

rity statement, which provides 
earnings information as well as 
estimates of future benefits. The 
portal also includes a retirement 
calculator and links to informa-
tion about other online services, 
such as applications for retire-
ment, disability, and Medicare 
benefits.

 Obituaries and Death Notices

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 

           69VI-PR-22-49 

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Estate of
Todd Mark Pepelnjak, aka 
Todd M. Pepelnjak, aka 
Todd Pepelnjak,
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on May 4, 2022, 
at 9:00 a.m., a hearing will 
be held in this Court at 300 
5th Avenue South, Virginia, 
Minnesota, for the formal 
probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Will of 
the Decedent dated, March 
27, 1990, (“Will”), and for 
the appointment of Nicholas 
Timothy Pepelnjak, whose 
address is 1101 12th St. 
South, Virginia, MN, 55792 
as Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in  
an UNSUPERVISED admin-
istration. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the 
Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including 
the power to collect all assets, 
to pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts 
for the Estate.If you have an 
objection to this case, please 
contact Court Administration 
at 218-221-7560 option # 8 for 
further instructions as these 
hearings are currently held 
remotely due to the pandemic.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present 
the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

BY THE COURT 
Andrew R. Peterson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist, Court 

Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner 
Angela E. Sipila
Sipila Law Office LLC
412 1st St. S. 
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 024501x 
Telephone: 218-741-5000
FAX: 218-741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
April 8 & 15, 2022

 

PUBLIC NOTICE

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP
Important Information Regarding 
Assessments and Classification 

of Property
This may affect your 2023 property tax 

payments.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Appeal and Equalization of the Township of 
Kabetogama shall meet on April 14, 2022 from 
10:00 a.m to 11:00 a.m. at the Kabetogama 
Town Hall, 9707 Gamma Rd., Kabetogama, 
MN, 56669.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to determine whether taxable property in the 
jurisdiction has been properly valued and clas-
sified by the assessor, and also to determine 
whether corrections need to be made.

If you believe the value or classification of 
your property is incorrect, please contact your 
assessor’s office to discuss your concern.  If 
you are still not satisfied with the valuation 
or classification after discussing it with your 
assessor, you may appear before the local 
board of appeal and equalization.  The board 
shall review the valuation, classification, or 
both if necessary, and shall correct it as 
needed.  Generally, an appearance before 
your local board of appeal and equalization 
is required by law before an appeal can be 
taken to your county board of appeal and 
equalization.

Published in the Timberjay, March 25 & April 8, 2022

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
LOCAL BOARD OF APPEAL AND 

EQUALIZATION NOTICE
 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal 
and Equalization for Bearville Township shall 
meet on Tuesday,  April 19, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Bearville Town Hall (13971 Hwy. 22, 
Bearville Township). The purpose of this meet-
ing is to determine whether taxable property in 
the jurisdiction has been properly valued and 
classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of 
your property is incorrect, please contact your 
assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. If 
you disagree with the valuation or classifica-
tion after discussing it with your assessor, you 
may appear before the Local Board of Appeal 
and Equalization. The board will review your 
assessments and may make corrections as 
needed. Generally, you must appeal to the 
local board before appealing to the County 
Board of Appeal and Equalization.
 
The Bearville Township Local Board of Appeal 
and Equalization meeting will be held in per-
son at the Town Hall. The Bearville Township 
Board encourages those wishing to appeal 
their valuation to contact the Itasca County 
Assessor prior to the meeting with their con-
cerns.
  Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, April 8 & 15, 2022

LOCAL BOARD OF APPEAL 
AND EQUALIZATION

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
Important Information Regarding Property 

Assessments. 
This may affect your 2023 property taxes

Notice is hereby given that the Board 
of Appeal and Equalization for Kugler 

Township shall meet on 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022 from 

10 - 11  a.m. at the 
St. Louis County Service Center, 

3020 Miners Dr. E, Ely, MN

The purpose of this meeting is to determine 
whether taxable property in the jurisdiction 
has been properly valued and classified by 

the assessor, and to determine whether 
corrections need to be made.

 
If you believe the value or classification of 

your property is incorrect, please contact your 
assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. If 
you disagree with the valuation or classifica-

tion after discussing it with your assessor, you 
may appear before the local board of appeal 
and equalization. The board will review your 
assessments and may make corrections as 
needed. Generally, you must appeal to the 
local board before appealing to the county 

board of appeal and equalization.

Any questions, call Paul Cherry 
at 218-365-8235 

 
Chris Suihkonen, Kugler Township Clerk 

Published in the Timberjay, April 8 & 15, 2022

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 20, 
2022, at 6 p.m. at Kugler Town Hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, April 8, 2022

Richard T. Johnson
Richard Theodore 

Johnson, 80, of Cook, 
passed away on Sunday, 
April 3, 2022, at his home 
surrounded by his loved 
ones. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 23 at 
Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook. Military Hon-
ors will be accorded by 
the Cook VFW Post 1757 
Honor Guard and the Orr 
American Legion Post 
480 Honor Guard. A lunch 
will be held immediately 
following the service at 
the VFW in Cook. 

Steven V. Peterson
Steven Victor “Steve” 

Peterson, 69, of Lake Ver-
milion-Tower, formerly a 
longtime resident of Vir-
ginia, died on Saturday, 
March 26, 2022, in his 
home with family at his 
side. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held on 
Friday, April 1 at Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church in 
Virginia with Rev. Father 
Brandon Moravitz as cel-
ebrant. Burial will follow 
at a later date in Calva-
ry Cemetery in Virginia. 
Family services provid-
ed by Bauman-Cron, a 
Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

 He is survived by his 

wife, Christine “Chris” 
Weiss Peterson; son, Joel 
(Jill) Martinson of Lake 
Vermilion-Tower; sib-
lings, Frank (Jan) Peter-
son of Virginia and Kathy 
(Tony) Zavodnik of Sou-
dan; numerous nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
and many friends.

 
Eugene Whiteman Jr.

Eugene Whiteman 
Jr., 64, of Duluth, origi-
nally of Nett Lake, passed 
away peacefully at Solvay 
Hospice Center in Dulu-
th on Monday, March 28, 
2022, after a recent diag-
nosis of cancer. A Tradi-
tional Wake was held on 
Thursday, March 31 and 

the Traditional Service 
was held on Friday, April 
1, both at the Bois Forte 
Government and Services 
Center. Spiritual Advisor 
was Vernon Adams Sr., 
with Clint Miller as his 
assistant.

He is survived by two 
sons, Geno and Garrett 
Whiteman; grandchildren; 
brothers, Jerome, William 
“Bill” (Julie) and Ste-
ven; numerous nieces and 
nephews; special friend, 
Ruth; and many friends in 
the Duluth area.

Eileen E. Poczekaj
Eileen Edith Wulf 

Poczekaj, 79, of Orr, 
passed away on Monday, 

March 28, 2022. The fam-
ily would like to thank the 
staff at Carefree Assisted 
Living for their wonderful 
care. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held on Thurs-
day, April 7 at Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Orr. 
Arrangements were with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

She is survived by 
her sister, Norma Sophie 
of Baraboo, Wis.; godson, 
Alan Woehrle; numerous 
nieces and nephews; and 
lifelong friends and sec-
ond family, Jack and Car-
ol Woehrle and family.

 

Linda F. Parson
Linda Fay Jackson 

Parson, 81, of Buhl, 
passed away peaceful-
ly on Wednesday, March 
23, 2022. Services will be 
held on Saturday, April 9 
at Zion Lutheran Church 
in International Falls. 
Visitation will be from 11 
a.m. with services starting 
at noon and a luncheon to 
follow.

 She is survived by 
two children, Thomas 
(Pam) Parson of Tower 
and Carrie (Sean) Huff-
man of Woodinville, 
Wash.; eight grandchil-
dren; and 16 great-grand-
children.

Ely Area Food Shelf March Campaign 2022

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

20 5th St SE
(218) 361-3297

Tower Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
(218) 753-2405

COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals 
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations 

following state eligibility guidelines.  Supply is limited and call 
volumes are high, so we appreciate  your patience.  If  you 

believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements, 
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com

Local Social Security offices have resumed in-person services
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Moose survey offers hopeful signs of recovery
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BOUNDARY WATERS IN WINTER

Top: The North Hegman rock face, slightly distorted 
from the panorama mode of an iPhone. 

Above left: The famous pictographs found toward the 
southern end of the rock face. 

Above: Icicles hang down from the overhanging rock 
face, one of a number of ice formations in place this 
week. 

photos by M. Helmberger

DNR estimates region’s population at 4,700 animals, highest since 2011; cow-to-calf ratio the best since 2005

REGIONAL— There 
were hopeful signs in the 
Department of Natural 
Resource’s latest aerial moose 
survey, results of which were 
released on Monday. The 
survey, which was canceled 
in 2021 due to COVID-19, 
showed an increase in the 
population estimate, and a 

strong calf-to-cow ratio that 
suggests the population could 
be improving its reproductive 
success. 

DNR officials note that 
the latest population esti-
mate of 4,700 animals in the 
region’s primary moose zonen 
does not represent a statisti-
cally significant change from 
the 2020 population estimate 
of 3,150 animals.  However, 
the 2022 estimate is the 

highest since 2011 and, at a 
minimum, it points to con-
tinued population stability in 
the population, if not modest 
growth. 

The calf-to-cow ratio was 
the most hopeful sign in the 
study, showing an average 
of 0.45 calves per female, 
the highest ratio since 2005, 
when the region’s moose 
population was estimated at 
8,160 animals and was con-

sidered healthy. In the most 
recent survey, conducted from 
Jan. 6-14, moose calves made 
up 19 percent of the total 
population, also the highest 
since 2005. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See MOOSE... pg. 5B

Hegman’s rock Colored rocks, pictographs, ice formations 
and the vast silence of the North in winter

Silence is the first thing. 
A slight fog and a fine 
fall of snow sit like 

a heavy blanket as I ski 
across the ice to reacquaint 
myself with the impressive 
rock face on 
North Hegman 
Lake, keeping 
all sounds at a 
hush. There’s 
no discernible 
wind and the 
light shushing 
of my skis and 
rhythmic soft 
tick of my ski 
poles are the 
only sounds I 
hear. 

 I’m headed 
toward the well-
known pictographs, but 
I know they’ll get only a 
moment’s glance before 
I turn my attention to the 
multi-colored palisade that 
has been home to the draw-
ings for who knows how 
many generations. Multi-
colored granites, scores of 
different lichens, and the 
inevitable ice formations, 
made all the more spectacu-
lar this year after our unusual 
mid-December rain event, 
always seem to draw me in. 

It’s Monday morning, 
April 4, and I’m not in the 
office as I typically would 
be this time of the week. 
Yet, it seems there has to 
be at least one benefit from 
carrying the responsibility of 
assembling the Timberjay’s 

Outdoors section week after 
week, and it’s hard to write 
about the outdoors if you’re 
stuck in the office. I normally 
do my gallivanting on the 
weekends, but the maple sap 

is running and I’ve 
been stuck close to 
home tending the 
boiling fires. 

So here I am 
on a Monday and 
it seems I have the 
Boundary Waters 
to myself, which is 
how I like it. April 
is considered a 
shoulder season in 
the wilderness, but 
it usually offers 
some of the best 
skiing of the entire 

season, especially when the 
crusted snow is hard and fast.

I’ve been to the Hegman 
lakes many times, in both 
summer and winter. They’re 
quintessential Boundary 
Waters lakes, ringed with 
big pine and the same kind 
of black-jack forest (black 
spruce and jack pine) that 
stretches north from here 
until the forest fades to 
tundra. It’s the rock that 
always stands out for me 
on these lakes. On South 
Hegman, it’s the lake’s 
eastern bay that holds the 
surprises, the picturesque 
water fall that drops over a 
ledge when the water is high 
enough, creating a burbling 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Right: A small herd of 
moose seen from a spotter 
plane used in the aerial 
survey.

See HEGMAN...pg. 5B

Above left: A pair of swans 
appear out of an ice formation 
along the rock face. 

Above: Reflections of trees in 
the stream that connects North 
Hegman to South Hegman.

Left: Looking to the east through 
snow and fog on South Hegman 
Lake. 

file photo/M. Schrage



WHITENOSE SYNDROME

Fish and Wildlife proposes 
endangered status for 
northern long-eared bat

HEGMAN...Continued from page 4B
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In total, researchers observed 
373 moose during their survey of 53 
plots and found moose on 75 percent 
of the plots flown. 

The region’s moose population 
has been under intense scrutiny since 
an apparent population crash begin-
ning in 2010. By 2013, the DNR’s 
aerial survey pegged the region’s 
moose population at an anemic 

2,760 animals, a finding which 
prompted at least a temporary end 
to the state’s moose hunting season. 
That estimate now appears to have 
been an outlier, although subsequent 
surveys confirmed that the region’s 
moose population has declined from 
its peaks in the 2000s. 

The 2022 survey results rep-
resent the 11th year in a row that 

suggest population stability, albeit 
at a lower population level than was 
once found in the region.

Both the Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa and the 
1854 Treaty Authority contribut-
ed funding and personnel for the 
2022 annual survey. The survey is 
available on the DNR’s moose man-
agement page (mndnr.gov/moose).

seasonal brook that spills down 
a jumble of boulders, destination 
unknown. On the bay’s opposite 
shore, there’s the gigantic slab of 
granite that sheared off the ledgerock 
and slipped down, creating a slot 
cavern that usually has signs of use 
by the local wildlife. 

On North Hegman, the rocks 
almost demand your attention. On 
the western shore, just south of the 
lake’s palisade, there’s a maze of 
giant boulders. Their origins have 
always been unclear to me, but I stop 
to marvel each time nonetheless at 
the rocks and the trees that seem to 
twist their way around them. That 
any trees survive here, much less 
grow tall, is equally a mystery, given 
that so much of the surrounding 
terrain appears to be little more than 
lichen-covered bedrock. 

Then there’s the rock face itself, 
a 150-foot-long palisade located just 
south of the narrows into Trease 
Lake. It’s a destination for hundreds, 
if not thousands, of visitors a year, 
and I can only imagine as much 
for the overhanging monolith as 
the famous drawings of man-god, 
moose, and wolf. On this trip, it was 
the dangling ice formations that drew 

me in, step by step. Impressive from 
a distance, they became more so as 
I moved closer and closer, finding 
new detail with each step. 

And everywhere, there were 
snow fleas, those tiny springtails that 
claw their way to the snow’s surface 
this time of year to feed on a win-
ter’s worth of snow mold and other 
detritus. I came to the conclusion that 
there were more snow fleas on the 
icy surface of either of the Hegman 
lakes than there are humans on Earth. 
The snowfleas were everywhere, on 
the snow, on the exposed rocks, on 

the trees, even on the ice formations 
hanging from the palisade. 

That’s one of the things about 
taking a trip in the Boundary Waters, 
even if it’s just a two-hour ski on a 
Monday morning break from the 
office. The experiences, images, and 
memories come flooding, whether 
from the grandeur of a giant rock 
face to the tiniest specks bouncing on 
top of the snow. Profound silences. 
Mystery rocks. Ancient drawings. 
Ice formations. And trillions of snow 
fleas. Monday’s not so bad, after all. 

REGIONAL— The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has announced a 
proposal to reclassify the 
northern long-eared bat 
as endangered under the 
federal Endangered Species 
Act. The proposed rule, 
announced March 22 in the 
Federal Register, is open for 
public comment through 
May 23.  

Comments must be 
submitted directly to the 
USFWS, either electroni-
cally through the Federal 
Register  or  by U.S. 
mail (see Federal Register 
webpage for details). The 
USFWS is also hosting a 
public information meeting 
and public hearing on 
April 7. 

The Minnesota DNR, 
in partnership with the 
Wisconsin DNR and 
Michigan DNR, is nearing 
the final stages in the 
development of the Lake 
States Forest Management 
Bat Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP). The HCP 
describes the potential posi-
tive and negative impacts of 
forest management on bats 
and biological objectives 
that will be implemented 

to offset negative forest 
management impacts on 
bats. The Incidental Take 
Permit associated with the 
HCP will be the DNR’s 
method of ensuring forest 
management activities on 
DNR-administered land in 
endangered bat habitat are 
planned to conserve bats.

The Minnesota DNR 
expects that the HCP will 
be posted on the Federal 
Register this coming 
summer for public comment. 
If any of Minnesota’s bats 
are reclassified as endan-
gered under the federal 
Endangered Species Act, 
forest landowners will 
need to consider the effect 
of their activities on the 
endangered bats. 

Participation in the 
HCP will be an option 
for some landowners to 
demonstrate compliance. 

MOOSE...Continued from page 4B

Each March food shelves across Minnesota take part in a statewide effort to raise 
money and food donations so that our hungry friends and neighbors have food. 
This grassroots effort is called the March Campaign and this its 41st year. 

We provide food to almost 10% of our friends and neighbors 
throughout the year and we need your help to do it. 

How can you help? We’re glad you asked...

 Give $. We can’t purchase food without it. Donate online at elyareafoodshelf.org 
or by mail to Ely Area Food Shelf, PO Box 786, Ely, MN 55731.

 Give food. Non-perishable food is always welcome and can be dropped off at 
15 W Conan St. Mon.-Thu. from 9:30-11:30 a.m. or in the red bins at Zups and the 
Library. Garden produce donations are also welcome but can only be received on 
the third Wednesday of the month. 

 Give time. Volunteering at the Ely Area Food Shelf is fun and rewarding. We 
have a pool of 70 volunteers and most have been volunteering over 10 years. 

 Ask. As we move forward into a time of potential food shortages please ask your 
friends and neighbors if they need food and offer to come with them to the food 
shelf. I think we can all agree that no one in our community should be hungry. 

Ely Area Food Shelf March Campaign 2022 runs through April 10. 
We thank you in advance. 

It’s time to build up 
our financial 
resources at the 
Ely Area Food Shelf

We will be 
CLOSED for kitchen 

renovations from 
April 3 – 25.  

145 E. Sheridan St. Ely, MN • 218-365-4855

See you on April 26!See you on April 26!
Apologies to all during this time.

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

millerhilldental.com | 218-722-1070

A SHORT DRIVE 
TO A LONG 

LASTING SMILE
VISIT US IN DULUTH

A brief break in the light snow as the sun breaks through 
momentarily on North Hegman Lake.

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   
03/28     20    -12     0.00     
03/29     35    -13     0.00     
03/30     40     26     0.22     0.5”
03/31     32     23     0.12     0.4”
04/01     35      2      0.00    
04/02     46      2      0.00     
04/03     38     18     0.00      
YTD Total       2.84    50.7”

03/28     34     -8      0.00     
03/29     41     27     0.00     
03/30     34     28     0.00     
03/31     36     21     0.00     
04/01     46      7      0.00    
04/02     36     30     0.00     
04/03     39     24     0.00     
YTD Total                  NA      NA

03/28     20     -5      0.00     
03/29     34     -6      0.00     
03/30     41     26     0.03     0.3”
03/31     32     22     0.27     5.0”
04/01     34      8      0.02     0.2”
04/02     45      6      0.01     
04/03     39     19     0.00     
YTD Total        3.12    85.8”

03/28     21    -11     0.00     
03/29     35    -11     0.00     
03/30     41     27     0.11     1.3”
03/31     33     24     0.18     1.4”
04/01     36      5      0.00    
04/02     46      4      0.02     
04/03     39     24     0.00     
YTD Total      2.27    77.7”

03/28     20    -14     0.00     
03/29     35    -13     0.00     
03/30     41     26     0.06     0.5”
03/31     32     22     0.16     1.4”
04/01     36      3      0.00    
04/02     45      4      0.02     
04/03     38     17     0.00     
YTD Total                3.37    62.8”   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

36  16 44  21 46  28 44  2844   24

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/3/2022 North

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217
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EMPLOYMENT

Subscribe Today
218-753-2950
timberjay.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Activities
PT & Casual Activities Assistant
Environmental Services
Casual Laundry Aide
FT & Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Nursing
FT RN House Supervisor
Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Laboratory
FT Medical Lab Tech
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist  ($4,000 Sign-
On Bonus)
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
at $17.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)
FT & PT RN/LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic (Virginia)

$23.90 Hourly   Continuous

Public Health Program 
Coordinator (Nutrition)

$30.83-$37.75 Hourly  Apply by 04/19/2022

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  4/8

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

HELP WANTED: Would you like to work 
outside? Would you like to work on the lake? 
Docks on Wheels, in Ely, is looking to fill a 
variety of positions. All positions require the 
ability to lift 50 lbs continually. Starting pay is 
$15.00 per/hr. Stop in and apply or call 218-
365-6210 to schedule an interview. 4/15

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

K-12 Band/Classroom Music Teacher
1.0 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications 
for a 1.0 FTE K-12 Band/Classroom Music 
Teacher beginning the 2022-2023 school year; 
competitive salary and fringes as per the mas-
ter agreement. Background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Current Minnesota teaching license in 
K-12 Instrumental and Classroom Music
 Teaching experience preferred
 Considerable knowledge of music, 
instruments, and music curriculum areas
 Considerable skill in classroom 
management and organization
 Excellent communication skills including 
verbal and written

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Licensed Application
 Resume
 Copy of official transcripts
 Current Minnesota teaching license
 3 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact Memorial HS/MS Principal Megan 
Anderson at (218) 365-6166 ext. 1726 or 
manderson@ely.k12.mn.us with any ques-
tions.

Start date: August 30, 2022

Application review to begin: April 13, 2022; 
open until filled. 

Published in the Timberjay, April 1 & 8, 2022

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

High School Science Teacher
1.0 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications 
for a Grade 7-12 Science Teacher beginning 
the 2022-2023 school year; competitive sala-
ry and fringes as per the master agreement. 
Background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Current Minnesota 7-12 Life Science 
teaching license
 Teaching experience preferred
 Excellent communication skills including 
verbal and written

Responsibilities:
 Demonstrate knowledge of subject mat-
ter through effective teaching practices, with 
expectations of high student achievement.
 Assess student progress, modify instruction, 
and improve student learning.
 Communicate and collaborate with parents 
and the school community to foster individual 
student success and growth.
 Plan, organize, and teach competen-
cy-based science courses.
 Demonstrate effective classroom and equip-
ment management.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 Cover letter
 District Licensed Application
 Resume
 Copy of official transcripts
 Current Minnesota teaching license
 3 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us. 
Contact Memorial HS/MS Principal Megan 
Anderson at 218-365-6166 ext. 1726 or 
manderson@ely.k12.mn.us with any ques-
tions.

Start date: August 30, 2022

Application review to begin: April 14, 2022; 
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, April 1 & 8, 2022

Now Hiring - Join Our Pack!
The International Wolf Center has openings for 
seasonal part-time retail and admissions posi-
tions. 20-40 hours per week, May - September. 
Starting wage is $13/hr. Must be able to work 
weekends, evenings and have excellent cus-
tomer service skills. To apply, submit a cover 
letter and resume to careers@wolf.org or stop 
by the International Wolf Center to pick up an 
application. For additional information, call 
Jackie at 218-365-4695 Ext. 1260.  4/22

NOW HIRING!
The North American Bear Center has a great 
job opportunity for individuals looking to work 
in an exciting family environment! We are 
searching for people with a positive attitude, 
who have experience working with the public, 
to fill our sales associate positions for our 
2022 season. 

Hours will include weekdays and some week-
ends between 9 am-6 pm. We offer competi-
tive wages and employee perks. Valid driver’s 
license is a must, along with the ability to pass 
a background check.  

If you are interested in applying for this posi-
tion, stop by the North American Bear Center 
(located just 1 mile west of Ely off Hwy. 169) 
to pick up an application Mon-Fri between the 
hours of 9 am-2 pm or email your resume to 
mhietala@bear.org.   4/15

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.  

69VI-PR-21-120

Estate of Nancy Jean 
Wall aka Nancy Jean Wall 
Glowaski, aka Nancy Jean 
Longhenry, Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTANCY, 
DETERMANTION OF 
HEIRS, AND PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE OF CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on May 4th, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m., a hearing will 
be held in this Court at 300 
5th Ave South, Virginia, 
Minnesota, for the adjudica-
tion of intestacy and deter-
mination of heirship of the 
Decedent and the appoint-
ment of John F. Longhenry 
whose address is 13339 
185th AVE NE, Foreston, 
MN 56330 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED adminis-
tration. 

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper and if no 
objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full 
power to administer the 
Estate including the power 

to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes 
and expenses, to sell real 
and personal property, and 
to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate.

HEARING WILL BE HELD 
VIA ZOOM

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all cred-
itors having claims against 
the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to 
the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.

If you have objection to this 
case, please contact Court 
Administration at 218-221-
7560 Option #8 for further 
instructions as these hearings 
are currently held remotely 
due to the pandemic. 

Dated: 03/25/2022
BY THE COURT
/s/ Andrew R. Peterson
Judge of District Court
/s/ Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Chelsea Opdahl, Deputy
 
Petitioner
John F. Longhenry
13339 185th AVE NE. 
Foreston, MN 56330
Telephone: 763-268-2359
Email: longhenryjohn@gmail.
com

Published in the Timberjay, 
April 8 & 15, 2022



HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED- COOK 
NEEDED- full-time or part-time 
at Melgeorge’s on Elephant 
Lake. WEEKEND CABIN 
CLEANERS also needed. Call 
218-374-3621.   tfn

FULL-TIME BARTENDER 
WANTED- day shift, M-F, at 
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors. Call 
218-753-4071.  4/8

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church, Acacia 
Blvd. and Central Drive in 
Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE
4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

BUILDING SERVICES

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat/Sun: Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Call 753-2950
subscribe to the

Timberjay!

$ $
$

Adverstising
PAYS OFF!

Find 
It

Here
753-2950

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay! Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 

these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/3/2022 North

BOGO 40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

LAW OFFICE


 
 
 
 
 












Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

Call about the 26% tax credit!

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

You Take Pride
in Your Home.

We Take Pride in Helping You Keep It Beautiful.

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

Kitchen & Bath • Flooring Products
Window Treatments

Home Decor & Accents

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

Check Out Our Savory New Items
See Our NEW LINE

of Croix Valley
• BBQ SAUCES

• TRAEGER RUBS
• TRAEGER GRILLS

PLUS

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Wishing You A

Blessed Easter
from

Cook Building Center
Closed Good Friday, Saturday

and Easter Sunday

Jeff, Stephanie and Alex are planning to increase 
their number of students and will be looking for 

additional help in 
the coming spring 
months, including 

a cook and 
teachers.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Jeff, Stephanie and 

Alex Boness, the new owners of 
“Cornerstone Preschool” in Duluth from

              Steve Bragg, Business Broker  

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com


