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VIRGINA- Poised to 
end stalled negotiations 
on a new teacher contract 
by unilaterally imposing 
their own last, best and 
final offer, ISD 2142 board 

members instead hit the 
pause button at Tuesday’s 
regular meeting.

Negotiators for the 
board and EdMn Local 
1046, representing the 
district’s teachers have 
been trying to negotiate a 
new contract since March 

2021. Five face-to-face 
meetings, three mediation 
sessions, and three union 
votes later, negotiations 
remained deadlocked over 
economic issues.

Negotiators came 
close, approving a tentative 
agreement last fall that was 

submitted to union member-
ship for a vote at the time. 
After the first vote on Oct. 
27 ended in a tie, the teachers 
rejected the proposal in a 
re-vote on Nov. 3.

At a mediated session 
on Dec. 2, board negotiators 
presented their last, best 

and final offer to union 
representatives, and the full 
board approved the offer at 
a meeting on Dec. 14. That 
offer was again rejected by 
the teachers in a Jan. 11 vote.

A primary sticking 
point is the district’s pro-
posal for a $2,000 stipend 

for full-time teachers in year 
1 of the contract, prorated 
for part-timers, in lieu of 
incorporating an increase 
in the salary matrix in year 
1. The district proposed an 
increase of 1.25 percent for 

County School District avoids teacher contract impasse for now
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Administration cancels Twin Metals leases

ELY – Wintergreen Northern 
Wear welcomed new owners late last 
year, and the downtown shopping 
district here gained a new and unique 
winter adventure business right next 
door with the recent opening of a 
toboggan store.

Jackson Harren, along with his 
wife Solveig and children, took over 
the outdoor apparel production shop 
and retail store from Sue and Paul 
Schurke last fall. Harren and his 
brother, Gabriel, have since acquired 
the small log cabin building adjacent to 
the Sheridan Street Wintergreen facili-
ty and opened Northern Toboggan Co.

Quality craftsmanship is at the 
center of the legendary Ely apparel 
business. The Shurkes founded 
Wintergreen in the late 1980s. 

Building a connection to ... 

New owners of 
Ely’s Wintergreen 
Northern Wear 
expand with 
toboggan shop 

winter adventureswinter adventures
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Jackson Harren, of Wintergreen 
Northern Wear, displays one of 
the products of the Northern 
Tobbogan Co. retail shop his 
family recently opened in down-
town Ely. photo by K. Vandervort
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REGIONAL- While the record-break-
ing Omicron COVID wave continues to 
tax Minnesota’s health care system, it’s 
created another problem entirely for health 
officials trying to determine if cases are 
still rising or if they’ve leveled out or 
started falling.

That’s because for the past several 
weeks, the “daily” confirmed case counts 
reported by the Minnesota Department 
of Health have been confounded by 
the massive influx 
of  COVID tes t 
results that created 
an equally massive 
backlog for the 
people tasked with 
recording them.

Muddying the 
picture further still 
are all of the people doing at-home testing. 
They only show up in the data if a person 
who tests positive gets a confirming test 
from a heath care provider or an approved 
testing site, such as the DECC in Duluth.

David H. Montgomery, of MPR 
News, specializes in reporting on data, 
and he’s been focused in recent weeks on 
getting behind those big daily MDH report 
numbers to look at when those cases were 
actually tested.

The case count for Jan. 3 was the first 
Montgomery reported on in his COVID 
e-mail updates. Nearly 78 percent of new 
cases reported that particular Monday were 
tested the prior Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 
27-28. Another 13.7 percent of the “new” 
cases were tested before Dec. 22. That data 
lag showed that a “sharp uptick” in COVID 

Huge influx of 
COVID testing 
confounds 
case counts

REGIONAL— The Biden 
administration announced 
Wednesday that it had canceled 
two Twin Metals mineral leases 
that were illegally reinstated by 
the Trump administration. The 

decision is a potentially fatal 
blow to the efforts of Antofagasta, 
the Chilean mining giant which 
controls Twin Metals, to develop 
a copper-nickel mine near Birch 
Lake, southeast of Ely. 

The company has spent 
more than a decade prospecting 
for deposits along the South 

Kawishiwi River, just upstream 
of the 1.1 million-acre Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 

The company had submitted a 
mine plan for environmental 
review more than a year ago, 
which proposed an underground 
mine not far from the Ely airport. 
But the company had never pub-
licly issued financial projections, 
which raised doubts about the 
project’s viability.

The cancellation of the 
mineral leases was not a sur-
prise, in part because previous 
administrations, of both parties, 
had determined that holders of 
the leases had no automatic right 
to renewal. Originally issued to 
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More on mining
Court issues mixed decision 
on PolyMet mine. Page 10

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Decision a potentially fatal blow to proposed copper-nickel mine near BWCAW



ELY – A Minnesota Main Street 
Economic Revitalization program, 
hot off the presses last week, could 
likely help some Ely businesses who 
took a hit in the last 18 months or 
so from the economic downturn of 
COVID-19 shutdowns.

The Ely Economic Develop-
ment Authority (EEDA) received 
word of the new program Tuesday 
night from the city of Ely’s econom-
ic development advisor, John Fedo, 
who said he expects a quick turn-
around on the funding program, 
with applications due by the end of 
next month.

The program will be facilitated 
through the Northland Foundation 
and will include allocations through 
the state’s Department of Employ-
ment and Economic Development 
(DEED).

“These (federal) COVID funds 
are specifically focused on business-
es and their needs, and initially the 
greater share of these monies were 
put out on the street for the metro 
areas,” Fedo said. “Many of those 
funds went unspent.”

“The legislature and Governor’s 
office are taking a step back, refor-
mating this program, and focusing 
on the outstate economy,” he said. 
“In this particular case, they are 
looking for non-profit advocates that 
would work with businesses in their 
immediate area and the Northland 
Foundation fits that criteria.”

According to the Ely economic 

specialist, the city will take the crite-
ria of the funding program and apply 
that to local businesses.

“We think we have a couple 
businesses that could very easily fit 
into this competitive grant program 
of $41 million that they are look-
ing to re-allocate around the state,” 
Fedo said.

Up to 30 percent of the funds are 
grants of up to $750,000 per project. 
There is a loan guarantee program of 
up to $2 million per project, accord-
ing to Fedo.

He related that the city of Vir-
ginia, working with the Virginia 
Community Foundation, took ad-
vantage of the program last year 
when they received $1.7 million to 
help downtown businesses recover 
from a fire that destroyed and dam-
aged many buildings.

“At the same time, they had 
some specific needs in that corridor 
that is highly commercial and al-
most perfectly aligned with housing 
on the second floors of a lot of those 
commercial businesses,” he said.

“We will be looking to do 
something similar within our busi-
ness corridor (any Ely properties 
zoned commercial or industrial are 
eligible),” Fedo continued. “We are 
aligned with a local match that we 
think we will fit.”

While Ely has not experienced 
any widespread fires, floods or nat-
ural disasters in the business corri-
dor since March 2020, the program 
is also patterned for businesses that 
closed or multiple commercial space 
vacancies that have a significant im-

pact on the corridor or main street 
area.

Eligible uses for the grants and 
loans in the program include repair 
or renovation of property, build-
ing construction, landscaping and 
streetscaping, demolition or site 
preparation, design, and engineering 
infrastructure. The program does 
not include purchase of property or 
business operations such as invento-
ry or payroll.

There will be an official Re-
quest for Proposals, administered 
by DEED, that begins on Feb. 2, 
he said. All applications are due by 
Feb. 28.

“We will do our best, but I think 
we have at least a chance to help out 
some Ely businesses,” he said.

City Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski defined the commercial 
corridor of Ely to include Chap-
man Street, Sheridan Street, Pioneer 
Road, and other commercial areas.

“We have defined the area as 
zones C-1, C-2 and M, anything 
zoned commercial or industrial,” he 
said.

More information on the new 
business funding programs can be 
found on the city of Ely website, 
www.ely.mn.us.

In other business, the EEDA ap-
proved an application from Jasper 
Company for the city of Ely’s Busi-
ness COVID Assistance program 
for $11,000 to add one additional 
employee for at least two years, for 
at least $15 per hour. 

REGIONAL-  It’s 
time to think of your 
spring planting needs. The 
North St. Louis Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict is selling a variety of 
seedling shrubs and trees 
as well as native plant and 
seed mixes. Order now for 
pickup in May.  There are 
deciduous trees, conifers, 
plus fruiting shrubs sold 
in bundles of 25 seedlings. 
Native plant kits are also 
available tailored for pol-
linators, shoreline vege-
tation, woodland shade, 
or invasive buckthorn re-
placement. In addition to 
a septic mound mix, there 

are two new seed mixes: 
a shoreline seed mix and 
a buckthorn replacement 
seed mix, if you are bat-
tling invasive species on 
your property. Plantskydd 

and Repellex brands of 
organic animal repellent 
products are available 
to help keep the critters 
away. 

Quantities are limited 

and sell out fast, so be sure 
to order early. Visit the 
website at www.nslswcd.
org for more details and 
to order. Order forms are 
also available via email to 
info@nslswcd.org or by 
calling to 218-749-2000. 
Plant and seed orders 
are due by April 25 and 
tree orders are due May 
9.  Pickup will be in Ev-
eleth on May 12 and 13.  
All proceeds are used for 
conservation efforts in the 
northern part of St. Louis 
County.

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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Sons of Norway to meet Feb. 3
VIRGINIA- Sons of Norway Haarfager Lodge 40 

will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 3 in the Vir-
ginia City Hall Club Room.  Please note the change 
of time. The King and Queen will be crowned.  
Officer Swenson will be giving tips for dealing with 
various forms of fraud.  Serving Committee is Pat Sl-
eeman and Art Lee.  Anyone interested in Norwegian 
heritage and culture is welcome to attend.

Finnish Americans to meet on Feb. 1
REGIONAL- A program about life in the Hill 

Boarding House in Buhl, which is now preserved 
and located at the Minnesota Discovery Center in 
Chisholm, will be presented by Shirley Hill John-
son. The program will be at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 1 at Grace Lutheran Church, 4010 9th Ave S in 
Hibbing.  Everyone is invited to attend to learn about 
an interesting and important part of local history. 
Coffee an’ will follow the program.

NAMI Minnesota offers free online 
mental health classes

REGIONAL- NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) has set up a wide variety 
of free online mental health classes for January and 
February 2022. They include classes such as Hope 
for Recovery, Family to Family, In Our Own Voice, 
Creating Caring Communities, Ending the Silence, 
Understanding Early Episode Psychosis for Families, 
a suicide prevention class called QPR (Question, Per-
suade and Refer), a special QPR class for Agricultural 
Communities, and more. 

The classes are designed for family members 
and caregivers, persons living with a mental illness, 
service providers, and also the general public. Find a 
complete listing of these classes and how to join in by 
going to namimn.org and clicking on “Classes”. 

Tai Ji Quan class to be offered in Ely 
ELY- A Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance 

class will be offered in Ely on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 10 – 11 a.m. beginning on Tuesday, Feb. 
8. The class will meet for 12 weeks at the Ely Recre-
ational Center, 1034 Main St. The classes are free but 
donations are appreciated.

To register or learn more, contact Candy Schin-
dele at office@northwoodspartners.org or 218-365-
8019, or register online at www.yourjuniper.org.

One in three adults aged 60 and older will fall, 
and falls are the leading cause of fatal injury and 
the most common cause of nonfatal trauma-related 
hospital admissions among older adults. Forty percent 
of all hospitalizations are a result of falls. Tai Ji Quan: 
Moving for Better Balance is an evidence-based 
program designed to keep you mobile and indepen-
dent and is proven to reduce the risk of falling by 55 
percent.  These slow, flowing movements relax the 
mind and build the body.  

Offered in partnership with Northwoods Partners, 
Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance is a 12-week 
workshop that consists of warm-up exercises, a mix 
of core forms, and brief cool-down exercises. These 
exercises can be done while standing, seated, or a 
combination of both. Participants in these class-
es have reported improved cognitive and physical 
functional abilities and a reduced incidence of falls. 
Trained peer leaders facilitate the interactive classes 
while promoting fun and socialization, and reducing 
chronic pain and the risk of falling. Participants learn 
balance skills, good body alignment, and coordinated 
Tai Ji movements.

Free Health Care Fraud, Waste and 
Abuse Prevention online class offered 
Wednesday, Feb. 9 

REGIONAL- The Senior LinkAge Line® will 
offer Health Care Fraud, Waste and Abuse Prevention 
classes on Wednesday, Feb. 9 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
and again from 2 - 3:30 p.m.

Attendees will learn how to detect and report 
potential errors, fraud and abuse, review potential 
fraud and scams targeting seniors, how to read your 
Medicare Summary Notice, tips to help protect your 
Medicare beneficiary number, and how to protect-de-
tect-report Medicare scams and fraud. This presenta-
tion is based on information from the Senior Medi-
care Patrol (SMP), a federal education and prevention 
program. 

This class is offered online using the easy-to-use 
Microsoft Teams meeting platform. To register, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/arrowheadaaa/events 
or call the Senior LinkAge Line® at 800-333-2433.

NSLSWCD tree sale begins; order early for best selection

Send us your wording and photos by email: 
    editor@timberjay.com or drop off at the Timberjay office at:
    414 Main Street, Tower, MN 55790

Photos can be picked up for return at the Timberjay after Feb. 11

Deadline for card info is Friday, February 4

Pay by Cash, Check or Credit Card at the Timberjay
office or you may call with the information:
218-753-2950

Valentine Cards Will Appear In The February 11 Edition!

Subjects can be People or Pets Example
Happy Valentine’s Day.....Scarlet.....

...Still as
mischievous as 

ever!
Your Secret Valentine

$$37.5037.50
Includes Color(pay in advance)

More COVID relief available for 
‘main street’ businesses in Ely

VIRGIE HEGG

Second Annual VHHP Hearts for Hospice Fundraiser

REGIONAL- The 
Second Annual Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners 
Hearts for Hospice Fund-
raiser will begin Feb. 7.  
VHHP has a variety of 
opportunities for you to 
contribute to the Hearts 
for Hospice Fundraiser.  
They have partnered with 
local businesses, North 
Woods School, and the 
NW girls basketball team.  

Participating local busi-
nesses will have hearts to 
purchase in memory of a 
loved one for $5.  Hearts 
for Hospice donation cans 
will be out as well to col-
lect your donations.    

VHHP will also part-
ner with North Woods 
School in February.  Stu-
dents will have the op-
portunity to purchase a 
heart for a small dona-

tion in honor or memory 
of someone.  Hearts will 
be displayed at the North 
Woods School throughout 
the month.  

Lastly, VHHP has 
partnered with the North 
Woods Grizzlies girls bas-
ketball team and ask you 
to join them on Monday, 
Feb. 8 as they take on 
the Cherry Tigers.  There 
will be basket raffles and 

a 50/50 drawing.  All pro-
ceeds will go to Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners 
Inc. to carry out their mis-
sion of supporting hospice 
and hospice eligible pa-
tients and their families 
with comfort care, last 
wishes and expenses not 
covered by insurance.  
Visit www.vhhp.org for 
more information.

Fundraisers begin on Feb. 7 and continue through the month



REGIONAL- The Voyageurs 
National Park Clean Water Joint 
Powers Board (VNPCWJPB) 
is seeking public input for a 
proposed $105 million plan for 
recommended improvements to 
wastewater collection and treat-
ment systems in four planning 
areas to sustain the water quality 
in the watershed surrounding 
the park.

Ash River unincorporated 
areas, Crane Lake Water and 
Sanitary District, Kabetogama 

Township, and the Rainy Lake/
Rainy River Watershed are the 
areas targeted by the plan, which 
encompasses both existing prop-
erties and those likely to be used 
for future development.

The VNPCWJPB was estab-
lished to conduct preliminary 
planning and provide a feasible 
strategy for improving and 
maintaining the water quality in 
developed areas near the park. 
The proposed plan builds on and 
expands an initial one created 
in 2010.

The 152-page document is 
a combination of separate plans 

for each of the four target areas. 
While appearing lengthy, much 
of the text, such as explanations 
of varied aspects of wastewater 
collection and treatment options, 
is common across all four plan 
areas. Numerous maps for each 
planning area illustrate the 
service area, soil permeability, 
bedrock depth, depth to water 
table, and proposed modification 
for individual subsections of a 
given target area.

The narrative describes 
existing conditions, projected 
conditions, wastewater collec-
tion, treatment, and discharge 

options, and a recommended 
plan, summary cost estimates, 
and detailed cost estimates for 
each of the four areas.

Planners have also made 
cost allowances of 30 percent for 
contingency funds and 25 percent 
for engineering, legal, adminis-
trative, and financing costs.

Public review and com-
ments for the VNPCWJPB 
Comprehensive Wastewater 
Plan are open until Feb. 23. To 
review and provide public com-
ments to the comprehensive plan, 
please visit the project website at 
https://www.sehinc.com/online/

namakan, where a PDF copy of 
the plan is available to download.

The VNPCWJPB will meet 
at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 
23 at the St. Louis County 
Public Works Facility located 
at 9558 Ashawa Rd. in Cook. 
The meeting will also be open 
to virtual attendees through 
Microsoft Teams meeting or by 
call-in at 872-242-7640, confer-
ence ID 998 975 921#.

TOWER— The Tower City 
Council, at Monday’s meeting, 
approved engineering fees for 
a modest project at the Tower 
Airport, but not without raising 
questions about the high cost. The 
airport upgrades include replac-
ing a culvert, installing a new 
automatic gate to the facility, and 
repaving the main vehicle parking 
lot and access road. Engineering 
fees for the project total $36,700, 
a figure that caught city officials 
by surprise. 

“It just sounds like an awful 
lot of money for installing a 
gate and a culvert and repaving 
a parking lot,” said Mayor Dave 
Setterberg. The fees did not 
include any of the construction 
cost of the project, but federal 
and state dollars will make up 95 
percent of the total cost, leaving 
the city on the hook for $1,835 
for the engineering. 

“Someone still has to pay 
that,” noted Setterberg. Other 
councilors questioned the numer-
ous charges that the city’s engi-
neering firm, SEH, included in 
its service agreement. Those 
included hourly rates ranging 
from $31.06 to $76.60, along with 
a 35-percent salary “overhead” 
charge, and a 137-percent general 
and administrative overhead 
charge. On top of that, SEH, also 
charges a 15-percent “fee.”

“We get the overhead costs, 

but then the 15 percent is tacked 
on top?” questioned council 
member Joe Morin. “Is this the 
industry standard?”

“That’s my understanding, 
but I can follow up,” said Sarah 
Mattes, who was representing SEH 
 and spoke to the council through 
GoToMeeting. Mattes also noted 
that the engineering fees included 
hiring a subcontractor, Braun 
Intertec, to conduct soil borings 
ahead of repaving the parking lot.

The council initially seemed 
reluctant to approve the SEH 
proposal, but later relented when 
Mattes said any delay would make 
it difficult to meet an April 11 
deadline for awarding the project. 
While the council approved the 
project proposal, they indicated 
they still wanted an explanation 
of the charges. 

“We just want to be sure 
we’re doing our due diligence,” 
said Setterberg.

In other business, the council 
heard a report from wastewater 
manager Matt Tuchel, who out-
lined the latest test results for the 
community’s drinking water. The 
Department of Health notified the 
city that it remains in violation for 
trihalomethanes, a byproduct of 
the disinfection of the wells that 
serve both Tower and Soudan. 
The latest test results showed the 
levels were slightly below the 
maximum allowable level of 80.4 
micrograms per liter, although 
higher numbers earlier in the year 

contributed to an annual average 
of 91.1 micrograms/l, which 
slightly exceeded the allowable 
annual limit. 

Tuchel told the council that 
the wastewater board removed 
four beaver dams along the East 
Two River this fall and that 
he expects the trihalomethane 
numbers will fall some more 
when the next tests are run in 
February. Meanwhile, haloacetic 
acid levels, another byproduct of 
disinfection, remained  within the 
allowable limit, with the latest 
result showing just 3.8 micro-
grams/l, well below the maximum 
limit of 60.4 micrograms/l.

The levels of the two chem-
icals have fluctuated in recent 
years due to the presence of 
beavers near the wells that serve 
the two communities. Beavers 
have raised water levels near the 
wells, causing some contamina-
tion from surface water, which 
has forced the wastewater board 
to disinfect the well water. The 
disinfectants, in combination 
with organic compounds found 
in the surface waters, are known 
to produce byproducts like triha-
lomethanes and haloacetic acid.  

In other action, the council:
 Heard an explanation from 

Setterberg about snowplowing 
in the city. He said the decision 
when and how to plow the city is 
left to the public works supervisor 
and that he will sometimes delay 
plowing after a light snowfall, 

particularly if additional snow 
is in the near-term forecast. 
Setterberg said plowing generally 
starts on the city’s northwest 
side and moves to the southeast. 
Outlying areas, such as Lake 
Ave. and Eales Rd. are plowed 
later, with the airport plowed 
once everyplace else in the city 
is cleared. 

 Gave final approval to 
appointments to city boards and 
committees, with no changes 
from what was previously report-
ed. The council also appointed the 
Timberjay as the city’s official 
newspaper for 2022.

 Announced that they plan 
to hold a meeting of the forestry 
board, which has been inactive 
for several years. 

 Approved an additional 
$2,500 in funding for sewer 
cleaning and televising as well 
as for routine “exercising” of 
water valves as preventative 
maintenance.

 Authorized the purchase 
of wetland credits related to 
the harbor trailhead project, 
which is being funded by the 
Legislative-Citizen Commission 
on Minnesota Resources, or 
LCCMR. That project is finally 
back on track after years of delay 
due to previous city hall misman-
agement.

 Agreed to request resti-
tution for vandalism at city hall 
two years ago. The county is now 
prosecuting the case and the city 

has estimated the damages at 
$2,649, which included damage 
to the city hall elevator and the 
smashing of a glass panel in the 
city hall’s front door. 

Council member Sheldon 
Majerle asked if the individual 
could do community service in 
lieu of have to make cash resti-
tution. Clerk-Treasurer Michael 
Schultz said he’d check with the 
county to see if that could be an 
alternative. 

 Heard from Schultz that 
he is researching the accuracy of 
city water and sewer bills after 
some questions were raised about 
some of the line item charges. 
(The Timberjay has also been 
investigating this issue recently 
and expects to have a report soon, 
possibly as early as next week.) 

 Opted to continue to hold 
council meetings at the Herbert 
R. Lamppa Civic Center, at least 
for the time-being. The council 
moved to the civic center shortly 
after the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic since it allowed for 
more social distancing than in 
the council’s traditional chambers 
at city hall. Schultz said holding 
meetings at the civic center 
constitutes a little extra work for 
him, but said that effort was pretty 
minor. “And there are advantages 
to being here,” he said.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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TOWER

Council has questions on engineering fees

WATER QUALITY

Comments sought for Voyageurs National Park area wastewater plan

Above: An aerial view of the 
Longbranch Saloon on Fall 
Lake in Winton. 

Right: Mike Brown talked 
about his collective’s plans 
for redevelopment at the 
Longbranch during a joint 
powers meeting in Ely last 
month. 
 

submitted

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
www.vermilionland.com 
info@vermilionland.com

Tower:  218-753-8985

218-666-5352  info@bicrealty.com  www.bicrealty.com

We sell the North!

Sales are great!
WE NEED 

NEW LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 

property evaluation.

LAKE VERMILION NEW LISTING!  2 BR, 3/4 BA
located near Lake Vermilion on 2.4 acres. 
MLS#142727 PENDING IN 3 DAYS! $125,000 

ELBOW LAKE  18+ acre home/cabin site with
approx. 3,600 ft of lakeshore. Public landing site  
minutes away.  A wide variety of tree cover. 
MLS#129868  $140,000

LAKE VERMILION  Large island on Frazer Bay. 
Approx. 5.75 acres and 1,500 ft of lakeshore. Near 
public access. Multiple building sites.
MLS# 127863  $199,000

It is still a good time to SELL! We are looking 
for listings!! Properties are still selling. If you’ve 

thought about selling we are here to help you 
make the right decisions and guide you through 
every step of the process! Free market analysis 

available. No obligation contact. Contact us 
today and let us help you with your property 

needs! ~ B.I.C. Realty 

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Pickerel Lake, Effie-$69,900  4.13 acres with 
422 ft of shoreline on Pickerel Lake near
Deer Lake. MLS#141001
Orr-$79,900 8 wooded acres on the Vermilion 
River with 324 ft of shoreline. MLS#141328
Orr-$69,900  Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on 
Ash River CIC. Each lot comes with electric and 
shared septic and water. Ownership also gives 
you access to private docks on 155 ft of shared 
shoreline, a personal slip, gazebo with grill and 
1/10 share of all common areas. 
Elbow Lake-$69,000  2.3 acre boat-access 
lot on Elbow Lake, with 228 ft of lakeshore.  
MLS#141517
Orr-$155,000  61 wooded acres on the Crane 
Lake Rd with mowed trails throughout the land.         
MLS#142631

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor



A b r a h a m 
Lincoln is one of 
our most revered 
presidents, and I’m 
wondering what he 
would think of the 
state of our nation. 
If asked what they 
think they know 
about Lincoln, many 
people would say 
that his primary 
desire was to end 
slavery. While it is 
true that he was an abolitionist 

from early on, he 
was also a practical 
man, and he knew 
how fragile the very 
young democracy 
was. He felt that the 
Union needed to be 
preserved, and while 
he wanted to prevent 
war through peace-
ful means, if that 
was not possible, 
then better to go to 
war than to have the 

Union destroyed.

Imagine what it was like for 
him. He had been elected with a 
narrow margin; his name wasn’t 
even on the ballot in several 
Southern states. East-coasters 
were appalled that he had been 
elected with many regarding him 
as a kind of illiterate backwoods 
bumpkin full of his folksy stories. 
Those who had heard him speak 
knew better, but that didn’t stop 
the press from shredding him 
with their misperceptions. His 
wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, did not 
escape the journalistic hatchet, 

as bad in those days as today. 
Although many acknowledged 
her charm and social skills, 
one journalist referred to her as 
“squatty,” for which she never 
forgave him. Mary actually 
made excellent suggestions for 
her husband’s speeches, for 
which he relied on her. She was 
known for her astute assessment 
of campaign strategies and of 
the qualifications of potential 
political appointees. She did not 
hesitate to speak her mind and 
was criticized for doing so. Again, 

nothing new on the journalistic or 
political front in that.

Several states had seceded 
or were threatening to during the 
period between the election and 
inauguration in March. I’m sure 
outgoing President Buchanan 
heartily wished that Lincoln 
would take over early. It was 
hardly an ideal scenario for a 
new president.

Lincoln had said in his speech 
during the Republican State 

The Timberjay gave great 
coverage to the Forest Service 
withdrawal hearings.  My name 
didn’t get drawn for the Zoom 
hearings, so I’ll depend on the 
Timberjay to publish my opinions.

First, let’s be realistic about 
the economic importance of 
mining to the state of Minnesota.  
According to the Department of 
Commerce, Minnesota has a $370 
billion economy.  Mining is less 
than $2 billion.  Mining is far less 
than one percent of Minnesota’s 
economy.

Several testifiers mentioned 
Minnesota’s stringent environ-
mental regulations.  Last summer 
I took my conductivity meter and 
checked water quality downstream 
of each of Minnesota’s six oper-
ating taconite plants.  Every one 
of them was degrading our public 
waters.  There were no exceptions.  
Mining in Minnesota is a slob 
industry. 

There was testimony about 
the importance of school trust 
land for financing education.  
Minnesota spends about $14,000 
per year to educate each primary 
and secondary student.  The school 
trust contributes a little over $40 
per student.  I doubt that our high 
school seniors would respect us 
for degrading their public waters 
and destroying their wetlands so 
we could subsidize their education 
with a quarter a day.

It’s already a challenge to fund 
the import duties and environmen-
tal cleanups of our iron mining 
industry.  Let’s not burden future 
generations with a sulfide mining 
industry.

Bob Tammen
Soudan

It needs to be more caring, 
more  peacefu l .  Crea te  a 
Department of Peace! It needs 
to shed its arrogance in trying to 
rule/dominate the world for the 
benefit of U.S. corporate interests. 
It needs to represent the PEOPLE 
not corporations. It needs to stop 
its economic wars that devastate 
the lives of Cubans, Venezuelans, 

Nicaraguans, Iranians. None of 
these are enemies of the U.S. and 
they have a right to choose their 
own forms of government. It needs 
to stop supporting the Israeli gov-
ernment that treats the Palestinians 
worse than the South African 
apartheid government once treated 
the South African black people. 
This is what Desmond Tutu said 
of Israel, that it is worse. Stop 
giving bombs to Saudi Arabia that 
are killing the people of Yemen.

The U.S. must reduce military 
spending that benefits U.S. corpo-
rate interests. U.S. Representatives 
need to stop representing corpora-
tions and to start representing the 
people of the U.S.

I want the U.S. Congress 
and President to become some-
thing that benefits humanity and 
the Earth. Global warming, our 
health care/dental care system, the 
pandemic need our attention. The 
U.S. uses more than 50 percent 
of our income tax dollars on the 
military— that’s shameful. 

I want the government to 
become honorable and peaceful 
and to respect the sovereignty 
of the peoples of the world. The 
U.S. is always at war. Economic 
embargoes are criminal actions. 
The U.S. is the biggest abuser of 
human rights in the world and has 
no moral authority to point a finger 
at anyone else. 

Take Vietnam as an example 
and there are many more. The 
U.S. Presidents (Democrat and 
Republican) didn’t think twice 
about going into villages and 
killing everyone either by foot 
soldiers or by B-52 bombing. 
Vietnam, which was never an 
enemy of the U.S., lost 3 million 
dead. (How many more maimed 
and poisoned by U.S. chemicals 
dropped on them?) U.S. presidents 
and U.S. military leaders brain-
washed us to the point that we 
become killers of innocents. And 
58,000 U.S. soldiers paid the price.

There are many other wars 
that the U.S. was and is involved 
in. Economic embargos must be 
stopped.

If our elected officials can’t 
work for peace and can’t represent 
the PEOPLE of the U.S. then they 
should get out of Washington. 
Americans are deceived enough 
to think that they have our best 
interests at heart—not true. We 

are not part of the decision-mak-
ing process. Representatives are 
lackeys to the corporate interests. 
Many Senators, Representatives, 
and Presidents have lied to us and 
taken us to war. One example is 
Bush lying to us about Saddam 
Hussein’s weapons of mass 
destruction which led to the 
bombing of Baghdad and the 
killing of hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis and untold numbers of war 
crimes against those people who 
were never an enemy of the U.S. 

The U.S. is not interested in 
an open and honest government 
as shown by its oppression of 
those journalists that blow the 
whistles. Julian Assange has been 
persecuted for over a decade now 
for honorably and courageously 
exposing what the U.S. did in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. He is a hero 
and must be supported.

This then is what I want to 
communicate to the people in 
Washington. 

Steve Johnson
Ely

This year, in the midst of so 
much failure and frustration, we 
human beings have managed to 
achieve one spectacular success.  
The James Webb Space Telescope 
was launched on Christmas Day 
from the European Space Center in 
French Guiana, and it reached its 
final destination (907,530.5 miles 
from Earth) on Jan. 24.

Along the way, all of its 
working parts (its sunshield and 
its mirrors and so on) were care-
fully unfolded like a giant piece 
of origami.  In six months the 
telescope will begin to take infra-
red pictures of the first galaxies 
formed in the universe.  Then it 
will start looking for signs of life 
on other planets in our own Milky 
Way Galaxy.

Jim Ganahl
Cook

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION
Editorial

Walz’s bonding plan

The Walz administra-
tion issued an eye-popping 
bonding proposal last week, 
just ahead of the start of the 
2022 legislative session. 
At a proposed $2.7 billion 
dollars, it would dwarf any 
previous bonding measure, 
yet communities here in 
northeastern Minnesota were 
mostly left wanting as the 
governor nixed a slew of 
requests from this region, 
including funding for the 
Tower-Breitung Wastewater 
Board to upgrade the com-
munities’ drinking water 
infrastructure, a number of 
regional ATV trails projects, 
a Crane Lake public access 
point to serve Voyageurs 
National Park, and a second 
proposal from the city of Ely 
for west end redevelopment. 

These are projects with 
both merit and regional sig-
nificance and the governor’s 
failure to include them is a 
disappointment. At the same 
time, the governor approved 
$1.5 million to build a water 
slide and lazy river at a new 
water park in Pelican Rapids. 
When playing in the water 
ranks higher than having 
drinking water that complies 
with health standards, it 
makes one wonder about the 
criteria the governor used in 
making his decisions. 

In fairness, the gover-
nor did propose $49 million 
to upgrade drinking water 
quality statewide. That’s the 
largest proposed investment 
water infrastructure in years 
and it may well be that 
the governor opted against 
funding individual water 
projects, preferring that state 
agencies set the priorities for 
those projects going forward. 
If so, the Tower-Soudan 
project should rank highly 
in the process. 

The governor may also 
have been setting the stage 
for the inevitable negotiations 
over the bonding bill. He’s 
well aware that Sen. Tom 
Bakk, currently chairs the 
Senate Capital Investment 
Committee and is likely to 
wield considerable influence 
over the final priorities in the 
bill. By leaving out a number 
of valid projects in Bakk’s 
district, it gives the gover-
nor the ability to use those 

projects as bargaining chips 
to obtain Bakk’s support for 
the final measure. 

The governor’s bonding 
proposal is always the opening 
offer and there is always 
much political calculation 
involved. The final version, 
assuming the Legislature can 
even agree on a final bill, is 
frequently much different, 
so there’s reason to expect 
that any ultimate agreement 
for state bonding will look 
considerably different from 
the governor’s proposal.

While the Republican-
controlled Senate is likely 
to push back hard on the 
governor’s top-line number, 
Walz may actually have an 
ally in Bakk. Bakk, who now 
calls himself an indepen-
dent and caucuses with the 
Republicans, has never been 
reluctant about public invest-
ment or the trade union jobs 
that come with it. That means 
the GOP caucus is likely to 
have at least one influential 
member pushing to bring the 
Senate’s final offer a bit closer 
to the governor’s. But, for that 
to happen, the governor will 
likely need to sweeten the 
deal for the Cook lawmaker. 
Stay tuned, because this really 
is a developing story. 

And finally, while most 
local government projects 
in our region fared poorly 
in the governor’s initial bill, 
it did include significant 
local investment in state-
owned facilities. The propos-
al would provide $12 million 
for further development of 
the Lake Vermilion-Soudan 
Underground Mine State 
Park, much of which would 
be directed toward work on 
the park’s main lodge and vis-
itor’s center, as well as design 
of a second campground.

Vermilion Community 
College is also slated to 
receive $3 million under 
the governor’s plan, while 
Giants Ridge would see a 
$10.2 million investment for 
upgrades to its snow-making 
ability. 

So, the news wasn’t all 
bad. At the same time, we’ll 
be watching in hopes that the 
final version is considerably 
better for the North Country. 

Hopefully the final bill will offer more 
for North Country projects
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Convention in 1858, where he was 
named as the senatorial candidate, 
that “a house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” He said he did not 
think the Union could survive half 
slave and half free. His words were 
considered radical, and he was urged 
not to include them, and when he 
did, they were blamed for his loss to 
Stephen Douglas. 

In his first inaugural speech, 
Lincoln said, “I have no purpose, 
directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in 
the States where it exists. I believe 
I have no lawful right to do so.” As 
president, he took an oath to protect 
the Constitution, and the right to 
own slaves was protected by the 
Constitution.  

He argued that states did not have 
the right to break up the Union. It 
follows that “no State upon its own 
mere motion can lawfully get out of 
the Union; that resolves and ordinanc-
es to that effect are legally void; and 
that acts of violence, within any State 
or States, against the authority of the 
United States, are insurrectionary or 
revolutionary, according to circum-
stances.  The declared purpose of 
the Union that it will constitutionally 
defend and maintain itself.”

Seven states had seceded 
before Lincoln’s inauguration–
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas–
fearing that Lincoln’s opposition 
to slavery would lead to outlawing 
it. They formed the Confederate 
Constitution with Jefferson Davis 
as the provisional president until 
elections could be held. Virginia, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, and North 
Carolina joined the Confederacy after 
the inauguration. Citizens of Virginia 
who did not want to secede formed 
a new state, West Virginia. Through 
Union military pressure and political 
maneuvering, the slave-holding states 
of Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, 
and Missouri did not secede. 

There was a tangle of laws con-
cerning slavery, with different laws 
operating within states as well as 
between them. In order to preserve 
the Union, Lincoln supported allow-
ing slavery to exist in the states that 
supported the union but outlawing 
it in states that had seceded. On 
Jan. 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the 

Emancipation Proclamation, freeing 
all slaves in rebellious states. It 
exempted the loyal border slave states 
as well as portions of the Confederacy 
that had come under Northern control. 
All of the provisions depended on 
military victory by the Union. The 
Proclamation also announced accep-
tance of black men into the Union 
Army and Navy, and by the end of 
the war, almost 200,000 black soldiers 
and sailors had fought for the Union 
and freedom. 

The Emancipation Proclamation, 
while not conferring freedom to all 
slaves, did change the nature of the 
war, winning the hearts of Americans 
to move forward in expanding 
freedom.

Lincoln and his family withstood 
death threats, impassioned anger, 
and lies of every order while dealing 
with the loss of their son, Willie. 
Additionally, both Lincoln and Mary 
suffered from chronic depression, 
migraines, and for Mary debilitat-
ing grief. Given all that, surprising 
everyone including Lincoln, he had 
an overwhelming re-election victory 
in 1864 having won the hearts and 
trust of Americans. (He had asked 
Frederick Douglass to draft a plan to 
help as many slaves escape as possible 
before the November election, in case 
he lost and could no longer enforce 
emancipation policies.)

What a comparison to the events 
of Jan. 6, 2021, and throughout the 
Trump campaign and presidency, 
with a man who preferred to create 
and disseminate lies to pursuing truth 
and protecting the Constitution. What 
would Lincoln have said to Trump on 
his unwillingness to admit he had lost 
the election, and his encouragement 
of a traitorous insurrection? Would 
Trump have accused Lincoln of 
fake news when he said that “acts of 
violence, within any State or States, 
against the authority of the United 
States, are insurrectionary or revolu-
tionary, according to circumstances?” 

But Trump appears unable to 
think with compassion about anyone 
but himself, so how could he embrace 
the whole of America and consider 
the common good? Unlike Trump, 
Honest Abe was known for his sense 
of humor and ability to laugh at 
himself. He said, “If I were two-faced, 
would I be wearing this one?”

Most of us Americans are not 
faithful students of history, but it’s 
good to take the time to remember 
and honor the wisdom and actions of 
those who helped form this country 
and guard its integrity. It’s good to 
remember in times of strife that truth 
and justice may have a chance if we 
pay attention and choose our actions 
and our elected officials accordingly. 

Your chance is coming, and the 
first step is next Tuesday with local 
caucuses, some being held virtually. 
It is your chance to register, indicate 
your interest in being a delegate to 
county and state conventions, and 
bring resolutions concerning issues 
you want included in your party’s 
platform. 

The St. Louis DFL Organizing 
Unit 3 (OU3), which includes Ely 
and surrounding townships, gives you 
three ways to register your presence 
at your caucus.

If you do want to show up in 
person and fill out the non-attendee 
forms and submit resolutions, repre-
sentatives for all area caucuses will be 
available at the Vermilion Community 
College Theatre Lobby on Tuesday, 
Feb. 1 from 6:30-9 p.m..

Or go to dfl.org/caucus/ to Caucus 
Finder to find your caucus and sign 
in. Registration and resolution forms 
can be downloaded, filled out, and 
emailed to slcou3dfl@gmail.com.

Fall Lake Township will hold an 
in-person caucus at VCC with proof 
of vaccination required.

A third way is to download the 
forms online and mail forms to Barb 
Crow, DFL SLC OU3 Board Chair, 
200 Mt. Royal Circle, #3187, Duluth,  
MN, 55803.

You can submit as many platform 
resolutions as you want and they’ll be 
considered at the SLC OU3 conven-
tion in May.

On the GOP side, you can go 
to mngop.com to find a link to the 
Secretary of State’s caucus finder. 
Enter your zip code to determine 
your location. In Ely, for example, the 
GOP caucus will be held at Vermilion 
Community College. In Tower, the 
caucus will be held at the Tower 
Civic Center. 

LINCOLN...Continued from page 4
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TOWER- A former Ontario 
Provincial Police officer pled 
guilty last week in federal district 
court in Minnesota to sexually 
abusing two young girls while 
he was a guest at Fortune Bay 
Casino Resort in 2018.

Brady John Hillis, 32, of 
Kenora, Ontario, pled guilty on 
Jan. 18 to two counts of abusive 
sexual contact with two girls in 
the arcade and pool areas of the 
resort on June 22, 2018. Hillis also 
stipulated in his plea agreement to 
inappropriately touching a third 
girl in the pool area, but he was 
not charged in that incident.

All three incidents, which 
occurred over the period of less 
than an hour, were captured on 
the resort’s security cameras, 
according to court documents.

In the original indictment, 
Hillis was also charged with 

aggravated sexual abuse of a 
child under 12, a charge that 
carries a minimum 30-year to 
maximum lifetime prison sen-
tence. Prosecutors agreed to drop 
that charge in exchange for the 
guilty pleas on the abusive sexual 
contact charges.

“We are pleased that Brady 
John Hillis was found guilty and 
hope he receives the maximum 
sentence for his deplorable 
actions,” Bois Forte Tribal 
Chairwoman Cathy Chavers said 
in a statement issued after the 
plea was announced. “We are 
truly appalled by his behavior, 
especially given the fact that he 
was a police officer in Kenora at 
the time of his actions. Our hearts 
go out to the minors who crossed 
paths with Hillis that day in June 
of 2018. As stated previously, 
Bois Forte will not tolerate any 
child being mistreated or abused. 

The most fundamental duty we 
have is to protect our youth and 
the vulnerable.”

Chavers also said that it was 
a “grave disservice to the Bois 
Forte Band of Chippewa that 
Hillis’ actions have stained the 
reputation of Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino. Rest assured he is banned 
from ever stepping foot on our 
reservation again.”

Hillis, the children, and their 
parents were all guests at the 
resort hotel on June 22, 2018, 
according to U.S. and Canadian 
court documents. After one child 
told her siblings and parents 
about her encounter with Hillis, 
they immediately reported the 
abuse to resort security, who 
in turn contacted local law 
enforcement. Canadian sources 
indicated that the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation took over the 
investigation, then permitted 

Hillis to return Canada, where he 
immediately reported the incident 
to his superiors at the Ontario 
Provincial Police.

Approximately two months 
after the incident, U.S. author-
ities initiated the process to 
have Hillis extradited to the 
U.S. to be arraigned and tried 
on the three-count indictment in 
Minnesota U.S. District Court. 
Hillis was subsequently detained 
by Canadian authorities and 
fought the extradition order on the 
grounds that it was unreasonable, 
legally flawed, and failed to con-
sider relevant precedent. At issue, 
in part, was the large discrepancy 
between Canadian and U.S. law 
regarding penalties for the aggra-
vated sexual abuse charge. Under 
Canadian law, Hillis would have 
faced a likely sentence of 90 days 
to three years if convicted of all 
three offenses, whereas 30 years 

was the minimum sentence for 
only the aggravated sexual abuse 
charge in the U.S.

A ministerial review con-
cluded in June 2021 that Hillis’s 
petition was without merit, and 
he was subsequently deported 
to the U.S.

Under U.S. sentencing 
guidelines referenced in the 
plea agreement, Hillis could be 
sent to prison for as few as 5-1/4 
years to as many as 19-1/2 years. 
He is also subject to a fine of 
between $25,000 and $400,000. 
As the guidelines are advisory 
only, U.S. District Judge John R. 
Tunheim will have full discretion 
to determine the final penalties 
for Hillis at a sentencing hearing 
scheduled for May 19.

 

ELY - A 36-year-old Ely 
woman accused of trafficking 
her daughter to several men 
in exchange for money and 
drugs pled guilty last week 
in St. Louis County District 
Court.

Daisy J. Buley pled 
guilty on Thursday, Feb. 20, 
to first-degree aggravated sex 
trafficking, according to court 
documents. Buley initially 
pled not guilty. Her trial was 
set to begin this week.

Prosecutors accused the 
woman of taking her daugh-
ter around to various men’s 
homes and allowing them to 
sexually assault the young 
girl. Afterward, the men 
would pay Buley “wads of 
cash” or give her narcotics, 
according to the complaint. 
She was arrested last August, 
a few weeks after her daughter 
contacted law enforcement.

The victim told investi-
gators this happened at least 
seven times while she was 
11-13 years old. She also said 
Buley “threatened to kill her 
if she tried to fight back or tell 
anyone what was happening,” 
according to the charges.

By pleading guilty to 
the sex trafficking charge, 
the state agreed to dismiss a 
count of first-degree criminal 
sexual conduct.

She will also avoid the 
maximum sentence of 25 
years in prison, and instead 
will face a sentence of more 
than seven years, followed 
by 10 years of conditional 
release.  Buley will also be 
required to register as a preda-
tory offender during that time.

Sentencing is set for 
March 21.

Canadian national pleads guilty to sex abuse charges
Former officer caught on camera at area hotel in 2018 incidents with young girlsby DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

Ely mom pleads guilty to 
sex trafficking charge

COMMUNITY NEEDS

REGIONAL- Homelessness 
in St. Louis County is a persistent, 
complex problem that stems from 
many factors including a lack 
of affordable housing. But how 
many people are in this situation? 
And what effects have the chal-
lenges of the last two years had? 
Counting unsheltered individuals 
and families is the goal of an 
annual survey, which St. Louis 
County’s Public Health and Human 
Service Department is conducting 
on Thursday, Jan. 27.

 The county is working with 
community service providers, agen-
cies, and volunteers to complete a 
federally required Point in Time 
Homeless Count. The purpose is to 
identify people who are experienc-
ing homelessness and not staying 
in a shelter on the night of Jan. 26.

The count seeks to survey 
all “unsheltered” individuals and 
families, or people whose primary 
nighttime residence is not fit for 

habitation. Examples include a car, 
park, abandoned building or storage 
unit, bus or train station, camp-
ground, icehouse, or in the woods. 
The count also seeks to identify 
“doubled up” households, some-
times referred to as “couch-hop-
ping”, or those staying with family 
or friends on a short-term basis. 
People living in this situation meet 
the state’s definition of homeless.
This annual survey is vital because 
it helps define the scope and scale 
of the problem, and the data are 
used to determine federal funding 
awarded to fight homelessness. 
There is a coordinated effort to 
reach specific groups experiencing 
homelessness, including veterans, 
youth, communities of color, and 
those fleeing domestic violence.

St. Louis County will be col-
lecting information to document 
where people experiencing home-
lessness spent the night of Jan. 26. 
For citizens who have information 

about people who are experiencing 
homelessness and willing to com-
plete a brief survey, surveyors will 
be at the following locations on 
Thursday, Jan. 27:

Duluth:
  Community Connect @ 

Damiano Center, 206 West 4th 
Street

 Duluth Public Library, 520 
West Superior Street

 Union Gospel Mission, 219 
East 1st Street

  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y, 
215 South 27th Avenue West 
MAC-V, 5209 Ramsey Street

Virginia:
 AEOA, 702 3rd Avenue 

South
 Salvation Army, 507 South 

12th Avenue West
People also can provide 

information by calling CHUM’s 
Street Outreach at 218-461-8505.

Annual homeless count in St. Louis County happening this week



Skating parties set 
at Soudan Rink

SOUDAN- Skating 
parties will be held on 
Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, weather permitting, 
after school at the Sou-
dan Skating Rink. Jayne 
Sundeen is overseeing the 
skating parties this year. 
Hot and cold treats will be 
served. There will also be 
games out on the ice, and 
indoor games with Jayne 
in the warming shack.

Chimpy will be host-
ing a skating party on 
Saturday, Jan. 29 from 
11:30 – 1:30 p.m. (or until 
the food runs out). Other 
weekend skating parties 
are being planned.

Funding for the food 
this year so far is being 
provided by donations 
from the Tower Firemen’s 
Relief Association, Tow-
er-Soudan Joint Powers 
Recreation Board, and 
community members Jo-
anne Connell, Dan and 
Deb Wiire, Dick Johnson, 
Scott and Terry Vagle. If 
you are interested in do-
nating to help purchase 
the food for these events, 
contact Chimpy at Zup’s 
Grocery in Tower (peo-
ple can make donations 

directly at Zup’s into the 
dedicated account).

Skating rink open
SOUDAN- The Sou-

dan skating rink will be 
open weekdays from 4 
to 8 p.m., and weekends 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. On 
holidays or other days that 
school is closed the rink is 
open from 11 a.m. to clos-
ing. The rink may close 
for inclement weather.

The board decided to 
discontinue COVID-safe 
skating rules that were 
imposed in the past. 

A separate skating 
rink for small children is 
now open.

Loaner skates are 
available in the warming 
shack, and boot skaters 
are always welcome.

Brooklyn Berg 
named to Dean’s 
List at Iowa State 
University 

REGIONAL – 
Brooklyn Mae Berg, from 
Tower, has been named to 
the Fall 2021 Dean’s List 
at Iowa State University.
Brooklyn is a junior, ma-
joring in Kinesiology and 
Health. Students named to 
the Dean’s List must have 
earned a grade point av-
erage of at least 3.50 on a 
4.00 scale while carrying 
a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of graded course 
work. 

 

Molly Vagle 
named to Dean’s 
List at University of 
Minnesota

REGIONAL- Mol-
ly Vagle, a junior at the 
University of Minnesota’s 
College of Food, Agri-
cultural and Natural Re-
sources, has been named 
to the Dean’s List for the 
2021 Fall Semester. Stu-
dents who earned a grade 
point average of 3.666 or 
above are recognized for 
their dedication to their 
academics. Molly, from 
Tower, is majoring in 
Environmental Sciences, 
Policy, and Management. 

TOWER- The Howard Wag-
oner Ski Trails are looking better 
than ever, according to Wagon-
er Trails Club President Mary 
Shedd.

The club was able to pur-
chase a new snowmobile to pull 
the trail groomer last year and 
this year, Terry Wagoner, who is 
in charge of grooming, fashioned 
a snow packing drag out of an old 
boat trailer, to flatten the snow 
before the groomer sets down the 
double sets of tracks for classical 
cross-country skiing. This has 
created better ski trail conditions, 
said Shedd.

“It’s not surprising to see 
two or three other cars in the 
main parking lot when you pull 
in,” said Shedd. “We are seeing a 
steady increase in use. The word 
is really getting out.”

But skiers don’t need to wor-
ry about crowds on the trails. 
With over 11 kilometers of trails 
looping through pine woods and 
lowlands, skiers usually feel like 
they have the trails all to them-
selves.

The cross-country ski trails 
have been in place for over 40 
years, winding through forested 
lands owned by the city. The trail 
system was developed by the late 
Howard Wagoner, an area forest-
er and avid skier.

While the north trailhead 
starts on Highway 135, adjacent 
to the new Lamppa building (and 
shares a trailhead with the Pros-
pectors ATV Trail), the main ar-
eas of trails are on both the east 
and west sides of Highway 135, 
about 1.5 miles south of Tower 
where there is a parking lot that 
can easily fit six to eight vehicles. 

Over the last few years, club 
members have done a lot of trail 
maintenance and installed de-

tailed maps at all trail intersec-
tions. In total, there are about 
11.5 km of looping trails, which 
are both perfect for beginner and 
intermediate skiers. Steeper hills 
are all well marked, as are the 
trails most suitable for beginning 
skiers.

The club is currently rais-
ing money to replace the light-
ing system that provides a short, 
lighted beginners loop for night 
skiing. The lights are 30 years 
old, and many are not function-
ing. The club has raised about 
75 percent of the money need-

ed to upgrade the lights and has 
set up a GoFundMe page to try 
to raise the remaining $2,500. 
You can visit GoFundMe.com 
and search for Tower Ski Trails 
to find the fundraiser. Donations 
can also be mailed to Wagon-
er Trails Club, Light the Trails 
Fund, 1047 Manitou Park Road, 
Tower, MN 55790. The club still 
needs to raise a little over $1,000. 
They hope to get the new lights 
installed over the summer.

The trails are groomed reg-
ularly, depending on snow con-
ditions. You can find up-to-date 

trail reports on the group’s Face-
book page (search for City of 
Tower Ski Trails), or at www.
skinnyski.com.

The trail is groomed with 
funding provided by the DNR, 
and skiers are required to have 
a Minnesota Ski Pass, available 
at local DNR license vendors or 
online. Membership in the Wag-
oner Trails Club is $5 a year, or 
$10 for a family, and helps fund 
maintenance of the ski trail sys-
tem. Checks made to “City of 
Tower Ski Trails” can be mailed 
to Ski Trail Committee Treasurer, 
1047 Manitou Park Road, Tower, 
MN 55790.

Future plans of the club are to 
develop some skate-skiing trails. 
The club is currently working 
with St. Louis County on possi-
ble routes adjacent to the existing 
classic ski trails. Club members 
would also like to make the 
trails more accessible for sum-
mer and fall hiking. The public 
is asked not to hike or snowshoe 
(or bring dogs) on the groomed 
trails during the winter, since it 
ruins the tracks for skiing. But 
snowshoers and hikers are wel-
come to hike on the edges of the 
trails. The trails are open to year-
round non-motorized use. Some 
of the trails (all marked) are now 
shared routes with the motorized 
Prospectors Trail, but there are 
still miles of good hiking trails 
available when the snow is gone, 
though some of the ski routes go 
through wetlands which are not 
passable except in winter. Club 
members are exploring options 
for creating some new summer-
time routes to bypass the wetland 
areas.

Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Feb. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Tower/Soudan Community 
Bible Study- Thursdays 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Tower Elementary School 
cafeteria. All are welcome. 
Call 218-984-3402 for 
more info.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 
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TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Lake Ver-
milion Events Board is 
hosting Finnlander Bocce 
Ball on Saturday, Jan. 29 
at the harbor in Tower. 
Teams must consist of 
four players, two men and 
two women, and must be 
18 or older. Registration 
is $40 per team, payable 
in advance, with 100-per-
cent payout in prizes to 
the top four teams. Games 
start at 9 a.m. 

The games will 
be played outdoors on 
plowed rinks at the Tower 
Harbor.

For more informa-
tion, call Julie Johnson at 
218-750-7242. Teams can 
also sign up at Good Ol’ 
Days and D’Erick’s.

Good Ol’ Days will 
be selling hamburgers 
and hot dogs at the har-
bor, but will not be selling 
beverages (BYOB).

Essentia Health 
Medical Equipment 
donates six 
wheelchairs to 
loan closet

TOWER- The vol-
unteers at the Vermilion 
Area Loan Closet would 
like to thank Essentia 
Health Medical Equipment 
and Supplies in Virginia 
for donating six wheel-
chairs to the Vermilion 
Area Medical Loan Clos-
et.  The wheelchairs are in 
good condition and vary in 
size. If someone you know 
needs to borrow a wheel-
chair, please contact Joe 
Morin at 218-780-7306. 
The loan closet also has 
walkers and bathroom ac-
cessories to lend.

Northern Red Hat 
Belles to meet

GREENWOOD TWP- 
The Northern Red Hat 
Belles will meet on Friday, 
Feb. 11 at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Vermilion Club for lunch. 
The group will order off 
the menu. Please RSVP to 
Kathy at 218-750-4867 by 
Feb. 7. Old members, new 
members, and friends are 
always welcome.

Finnlander Bocce Ball set for Saturday, Jan. 29

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

Diamond Earring
**** SALE ****

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

1.14 carat
Reg. $3,585
SAVE 30%

NOW $2,500

Take-Out 666-0500

Cook VFW
Great Food!

Snowmobiler Favorites

THURS: NOON-7 PM
Burgers & Fried Food

Fried: Chicken, Onion Rings, 
Cream Cheese Wontons, 

Hammies, Mozzarella Sticks, 
with Misc. Sauces

  FRI: NOON-7 PM
  Burgers, Chili,
Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Soup

SAT/SUN: NOON-6 PM
Burgers, Chili,

Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Soup

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

Tower cross-country ski trails in great condition
Fundraiser underway to fix the ski trail lighting system

PET
FOOD

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Call 
218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

HOCKEY NIGHT IN ELY

gold sun pouring in
the house lit bright from its warmth

outside bitter cold
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ELY COMMUNITY RESOURCE

The Ely Memorial High School hockey team celebrates the first score of the night with junior forward Kole Macho. Monday 
night against the Ashland, Wis., Oredockers. The Timberwolves won 5-1. The team will host Bagley/Fosston at the Ely Ice 
Arena on Saturday, Jan. 29. The puck drops at 2 p.m. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY – In celebration 
of Valentine’s Day, Ely 
Community Resource is 
again offering kits for area 
families to make handmade 
Valentines. 

ECR volunteer Evelyn 
Kuzma gathered fancy 
and pretty paper, ribbons, 
sequins, and envelopes for 
each kit.  Each kit contains 
enough materials to make 
eight or 10 Valentines 
cards, according to ECR 
Executive Director Julie 
Hignell.

“Make them for friends 
and family and save out 
two to bring back to ECR, 
and we will deliver them to 
residents at Carefree Living 
and the Boundary Waters 
Care Center on Valentine’s 
Day,” she said. “This is 
our fourth year taking part 
in this project and it is a 
favorite. The residents 

love receiving beautifully 
crafted cards by both young 
and old. Who doesn’t love 
getting a homemade card 
made with love?”

“We’re not going to 
gather as a big group like we 
did in other years because 
of COVID-19,” Hignell 
said. Students in the ECR 
Homework Club did have 
an opportunity to make 
Valentines earlier this week.

E l y  W a s h i n g t o n 
Elementary fourth-grader 
Evelyn Moran joined other 
Homework Club partici-
pants in making valentine 
cards on Monday. “I really 
like glitter,” she said as she  
designed a special greeting.

The kits are free and 
available at the ECR office, 
111 S. Fourth Ave. Or give 
ECR a call at 218-365-5254 
to arrange delivery at school 
for your child.  Please plan 
to return your Valentines 
for our elderly neighbors 
by Tuesday, Feb 8.

A Valentine is special
Project kits include greetings for senior residents
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Below, from left, Mason 
Lee, 3rd grade, Naomi 
Fedders, 5th grade, 
Sawyer Anderson, 
3rd grade, and Evelyn 
Moran, 4th grade, 
make Valentine Cards 
this week at the ECR 
Homework Club at 
Washington School. 
photo by K. Vandervort

Tuesday Group 
schedule

ELY – The Tuesday 
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering 
meets every Tuesday at 
the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Participants have an 
opportunity to order 
lunch. For those inter-
ested in being a host, 
or who have a speaker 
sugges t ion ,  con tac t 
Lacey Squier by email 
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at 
218-216-9141. 

Upcoming Tuesday 
Group speakers:

 Feb. 1 - Creating a 
Carbon Trust Movement 
with Steve Hollenhorst. 
As politicians struggle to 
reach political consensus 
on how to respond to the 
climate crisis, what can 
we do now with the tools 
we already have within 
our reach? 

This presentation 
describes a non-regulatory 
approach to climate action 
whereby a system of local 
non-profit carbon trusts 
works to protect our 
climate by acquiring legal 
rights to carbon reserves, 
and securing them on 
behalf of the public, 
including future gener-
ations. 

Carbon trusts use the 
tools of private land con-
servation - markets, exist-
ing land use law, and 
private philanthropy - to 
protect existing carbon 

reserves and to capture 
and sequester additional 
carbon. 

Hollenhorst is a pro-
fessor and former dean 
of Huxley College of the 
Environment at WWU. 
He recently co-founded 
the Kulshan Carbon Trust, 
the world’s first carbon 
conservation trust. 

 Feb.  8  -  The 
Medium and the Muse: 
Answers to the most 
common question asked 
by visitors to the Ely 
Winter Festival Snow 
Sculpting Symposium. 
“Why, just why?” with 
Cade Thibodeaux. He is 
a full-time resident of Ely 
since moving from Fort 
Collins, Colo., in 2012. He 
moved to Ely with his wife 
and daughter when his 
wife, Leslie Thibodeaux, 
accepted the position 
of Director of Program 
at Northern Tier High 
Adventure Base. Many 
around Ely know of him 
as “Mr. T”, the name he 
is called while substitute 
teaching in the Ely School 
District. He was born 
in Baton Rouge, La., in 
1974. Cade attended a 
magnet arts high school 
and graduated college 
with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Arts despite always 
claiming and desiring 
to be an electrical engi-
neer. He hopes to explain 
his love for the outdoor 
creative arts and how a 
tiny town at the end of 
the road gives him the 

Ely Chamber of Commerce 
offers job fair opportunities

ELY - The Chamber of Commerce here 
is partnering with Vermilion Community 
College for the Ely Job Fair on Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Businesses 
are invited to participate in one of two 
ways: businesses can reserve space at the 
event (no charge), or they can provide job 
openings for a compiled list the Chamber 
will distribute on behalf of the business 
community.  

The job fair is open to both VCC 
students and area residents.

The Chamber is also participating in 
the Iron Range Job Fair 2022.  Businesses 
are invited to attend, or they can provide job 
openings to the Chamber for distribution.  
The job fair is scheduled for Thursday, 

April 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Iron 
Trail Motors Event Center in Virginia.  The 
cost of a table is $200.  Those businesses 
interested in attending can register at www.
ironrangejobfair.com.

 A third job fair is also in the works.  
The Ely High School and Northeast Range 
High School  are planning a joint job fair 
in March.  Additional information on the 
event is forth coming.

 Just before Christmas, the Chamber 
released a Workforce Resource Guide with 
information on internships, the J1 VISA 
program, and regional job service supports.  

Contact Eva Sebesta at 218-365-6123 
or director@ely.org for more informa-
tion on the Workforce Resource Guide, 
to reserve table space for the Vermilion 
Community College event, or to share 
your job openings.

The new Crapola World 
Headquarters is now 
open full time at their 
new Ely location. The 
legendary granola-pro-
duction business has a 
new name, Brainstorm 
Bakery, with the same 
owners, Brian and 
Andrea Strom. After an 
extensive renovation 
project at the former 
Plum Bun Bakery 
building, the retail 
shop, 402 E Sheridan 
St., is open 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday. Give them 
a call at 218-235-6161. 
submitted photo



COOK – Ellie Lar-
mouth is getting ready for 
one of her favorite things, 
a family gathering this 
Saturday, not of kin but 
of kindred spirits, creative 
writers who have partici-
pated in Larmouth’s writ-
ing workshops at North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
Gallery in Cook for years.

The workshops are 
as old at NWFA Gallery 
itself.

“That was right when 
we were working on the 
art gallery, and I’d go for 
meetings and things, and I 
decided that writing is also 
an art form,” Larmouth 
said. “That was the trigger 
and I said during the sum-
mer I certainly would en-
joy doing a writers group, 
and sure enough, we got 
lots of participants.”

When Larmouth and 
her husband, Dick, per-
manently relocated to 
the area, she expanded 
the schedule to include 
monthly winter gath-
erings. And while the 

COVID pandemic has 
certainly been disruptive, 
Larmouth has rolled with 
the punches.

“With the pandemic, 

I stopped doing it,” she 
said. “But then I decided 
once in a while, instead of 
a regular group, I would 
have a pop up, I call it. I 

give a date and our family 
gathers together again to 
share things they’ve writ-
ten.”

Invitations to be part 
of the “family” are open to 
anyone with an interest in 
writing. Some of those in 
Larmouth’s writing group 
have been with her since 
the beginning, while oth-
ers are more recent new-
comers, and she’s always 
looking for more. Some 
have become published 
authors; others write for 
the mere enjoyment of it. 
All skill levels are wel-
come, Larmouth said, and 
all forms of writing are 
valued, including poems, 
essays, articles, short sto-
ries, chapters of future 
books, and personal mem-
oirs.

Group get-togethers 
include writing prompts 
from Larmouth to stimu-
late ideas, discussion, and 
writing. A prompt may be 
a physical object, a pic-
ture, or even a question. 
The intent is to get the cre-

ative juices flowing.
Some participants 

start from scratch, others 
bring works in progress 
to share, and others bring 
finished products. Lar-
mouth provides individual 
encouragement as work 
progresses, but since it’s a 
family atmosphere, partic-
ipants help and learn from 
each other, too.

It’s important to Lar-
mouth that the group be 
a caring and supportive 
environment, too, as over 
time comfort levels may 
lead some participants to 
share writing that is very 
personal. Feedback is not 

so much about technical 
critique as it is about mu-
tual support.

The writers' gathering 
this Saturday will be from 
1-3 p.m. at the NWFA 
Gallery at 210 S River St. 
in Cook. Send an email to 
nwfamn.org@gmail.com 
for more information, or 
see the website at nw-
famn.org.

COOK- Erin Daniel-
son is certainly no strang-
er to Cook. She grew up 
here, graduating from 
Cook High School in 
2002, and is busy planning 
her 20th class reunion. 
Harold Johnston remem-
bers the time she came 
into the emergency room 
at Cook Hospital 20 years 
ago. Erin remembers sing-
ing with Elizabeth Storm 
as a youngster in the Trin-
ity Lutheran Church choir.

Those were among 
many fond bits of remi-
niscing to be heard in the 
living room of the house at 
306 3rd Ave. SE in Cook 
last Sunday. It felt a lot 
like a homecoming. And it 
was. Almost, anyway.

Erin and her sons, 
John, 13, and Clark, 8, 
have been hearing the 
word “soon” for months 
now as they’ve eagerly 
been awaiting the final 
closing paperwork for 
their new home, and North 
St. Louis County Habitat 
for Humanity Executive 
Director Nathan Thomp-
son decided it would be 
coming soon enough to 
hold a dedication ceremo-
ny there last Sunday.

Recent years have 
presented some trying 
times for Erin’s little fam-
ily. Following a divorce, 
she and the boys moved 
in with her parents, Clark 
and Lori Mae Nurmi, of 
Angora. The arrange-
ments were a little snug, 
but warm and supportive. 
Then in November 2020, 
things got even tougher 
for her.

With a tiny crack of 
emotion in her voice, Erin 
said, “My mom passed 
away unexpectedly. It’s 
just been dealing with 
grief and trying to keep 
my family together. It’s 
been weird, Christmas-
es and what-nots without 
her.”

But last May, Erin 
took a step toward creat-
ing long-term stability for 
her family by applying 
for a home through Hab-
itat for Humanity. Erin 
was familiar with Habitat 
homes being built from 
the ground up, and she 
was startled when she was 
told there was a home al-
ready available.

“This one was built a 
few years ago with Harley 
Pajari, who was an excel-
lent Habitat for Humanity 

partner,” Thompson said. 
“Harley called us and said 
life has been good, things 
are really going well for 
me, and part of that is 
moving to Ohio. Praise 
the Lord, we had enough 
funds in our coffers to 
be able to buy the home 
back.”

“When I applied, it 
was super quick when 
they told me I was accept-
ed,” Erin said. “That day 
we walked over here and 
I walked through and Har-
ley was showing me the 
rooms and I just started 
crying. She was like oh, 
you hate it, you don’t like 
it, and I said, ‘No, it’s per-
fect.’ It was just so beau-
tiful.”

Habitat’s require-
ment to put in 200 hours 
of “sweat equity” as part 
of the qualification to buy 
the house gave Erin ex-
tra opportunities for ser-
vice beyond cleaning and 

painting her future home, 
including working on the 
Habitat build for Tata Cot-
ten on the northwest side 
of Cook. Others helped 
her, too, something Erin 
addressed in her remarks 
at the dedication.

“Thank you, every-
body who has supported 
us, even with just an en-
couraging word, or some-
one who drove an hour to 
get here just to help out,” 
she said. “People I didn’t 
expect came out to help 
when asked. And that 
means a lot more than I 
realized.”

First Baptist Church 
Pastor Brian Haynes in-
tertwined a passage from 
Proverbs with his own ob-
servations about the sig-
nificance of the new home 
for Erin’s family.

“It’s a win-win-win,” 
he said. “It’s a win for our 
community, a win for the 
family, and it’s a win for 

Habitat. A house is built 
by wisdom and becomes 
strong through good 
sense, through knowl-
edge. Its rooms are filled 
with – listen to what the 
rooms are filled with – all 
sorts of precious riches 
and valuables. There’ll 
be memories, there’ll be 
celebrations, there will 
be friends and family, and 
we just pray that as people 
come and go here, they’ll 
know that this is a house 
where the Lord is hon-
ored.”

St. Louis County 
Board of Commissioners 
Chairman Paul McDonald 
also attended the dedica-
tion.

“I know Erin and her 
family, and this is what 
it’s all about,” he said. 
“I’ve been involved with 
some of these openings 
and groundbreakings and 
handing over the keys and 
it is truly amazing. I’m 

just so happy for what 
she has accomplished and 
what this project has ac-
complished for the city of 
Cook.”

Mayor Johnston ex-
tended a welcome, in re-
ality a welcome back, to 
Cook.

“I want to welcome 
Erin and her young fami-
ly,” he said. “We don’t see 
too many of those. We’ve 
really got a lot going on 
(in Cook), otherwise you 
wouldn’t be here. Thank 
you for coming. I hope 
you enjoy it.”

It was indeed a home-
coming celebration, al-
though there’s still the 
matter of “soon.” Hab-
itat homes aren’t free, 
Thompson noted. Those 
chosen for a home buy it 
using a mortgage financed 
through Habitat. While the 
home has been in move-
in shape since August, 
it’s the additional sup-

port coming through the 
USDA 502 program that’s 
the reason it’s “soon” in-
stead of “now.” The pro-
gram will allow Erin to 
purchase the home with 
an affordable, subsidized 
interest rate mortgage, 
Thompson said, and as 
with any number of things 
related to government, 
they’re still waiting on 
the final processing of the 
paperwork. But Thomp-
son assured those present 
Sunday, including Erin 
and her sons, that it surely 
will be coming soon, turn-
ing the house back into a 
home.

Those interested in 
learning more about Hab-
itat for Humanity and the 
application process are en-
couraged to call the Habi-
tat office at 218-750-7443.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Read us online at
www.timberjay.com
check out our e-edition
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Home, then gone, now home again .... soon
Family, friends, and more gather for Habitat home dedication in Cook

Above: Erin Danielson holds a hammer and 
a Bible, two traditional gifts given to new 
Habitat for Humaity homeowners at dedica-
tion ceremonies.     photo by D. Colburn

Above right: Erin Danielson and her sons 
Clark, left, and John, right, are all smiles 
about their soon-to-be new home. 
         submitted photo

Below right: Standing with the Danielson 
family in front of a brightly painted wall at 
Sunday's dedication ceremony are, back row, 
from left, NSLC Habitat Executive Director 
Nathan Thompson, Commissioner Paul 
McDonald, Cook Mayor Harold Johnston, and 
Cook City Council member Elizabeth Storm.
       photo by D. Colburn

A house
becomes

A HOME

NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS

Dr. Ellie Larmouth will be leading a writers 
gathering at the NWFA Gallery this Saturday.

Writers’ gathering at Cook gallery is a ‘family affair’

Read It
HERE
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In Honor of
Fran Scofield    by Nancy & John Stoneburner
Loved Ones    by Esther Jowaski
VHHP Volunteers    by Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Lorraine Bowman    by Dale & Margaret Rinne
Our Grandchildren    by Laurel Chilcote
Margie Pogorels    by Warren & Betty Mlaker
The Palm Family &   by Barb Brenna
  The Nelson/Shermer Family  
 
In Memory of
Mike & Josephine Podpeskar;  by Kathy & Tony Sacchetti
  Angel & Kay Sacchetti 
Philip Gulan    by Cecelia Gulan
Dennis & Helen Hanson;  by Lori Sandberg
  Sanford & Betty Sandberg
Julie Stahlberg & Ron Amundson  by Bea Amundson
Valerie Ohotto    by Propane Plus
Ray Scofield    by Nancy & John Stoneburner
Nicholas Tuomela    by Susan Tuomela
Jack Jordan & Doris Johnson  by Laurie Potter
Carol McIntire    by Lloyd McIntire
Eino & Elway Metsa & daughters by Irma Metsa Miller
  Marge, Ellen, Fran & Denise
Doris Mae Johnson   by George & Kathy Meyer
Our friends and loved ones   by Julie & Randy Grahn
Eva Gramse    by Kern & Mary Walker
Richard Flack, Memphas Padora, by Don & Becky Simpson
  Ray & Eleanor Phillips
All our loved ones who have gone by Mlaker Funeral Home
  before us
Loved ones    by Frances Scofield
Harold Olson    by Arliss Olson
Carol Abramson & Herb Robertson  by Forrest, Gary & Ginger Abramson
Art & Lorraine Boutto; Don &  by Gary & Barb Boutto
  Doris Roderick
Raymond Johnson    by The Johnson Family
Patti Jo Knoer    by Gene & Marilyn Jenkins
Ward, Leone, & Paul Conklin  by Cork & Lynn Conner
Erwin & Vera Keister;  by The Tire Shop
  Donald Baumgartner
Patsie Rautiola & Carol Abramson  by Connie Johnson
Dorothea Olson &   by Pat & Dick Olson
  Viola Podpeskar Kmett
Dorothy & Earl Soderberg   by Bailey & Bill Conger
Rudy Grahek & Phil Cobby   by Whitney Cobby
Sue Wolfe-Wife, Mother  by Raymond Wolfe
  & Grandmother
Ray Pohto, Roger Novak, Carol Ann by Carol Pohto
  Pohto, Dave Lehtinen, Jim Kirk &
  Jim Backman
John Perushek    by Rhonda & Mike Manning
Robert Delich    by Greg Delich
Julie Fogelberg    by John & Claire Zwieg
Hoekstras & Rachels   by Al & Carol Hoekstra
Gene Bowman    by Dale & Margaret Rinne
Julie, Nancy & Lindi   by the Families of Julie, Nancy & Lindi
Gerard & Carol Antus   by Carl Antus Family
Jack Jordan    by Pat Michaelson
Sally Christopherson   by Dan & Faye Mobilia
Tom, Dick & Neil Mayo   by Katherine Mayo
Cassandra Brandon   by Roger & Nancy Lindbeck
Donald & Marjorie Herr; John & by Steve & Marge Herr
  Helen Cinciva
Bettie & Richard Kirschner   by The Hutton Family
Chris “Boots” Shoemaker  by Gayle Shoemaker
Richard & Patricia Lenski; Fred & by Fred & Dana Erkkila
  Katy Erkkila
Deceased Family Members   by Anthony P. Chos
Deceased Members of St. Mary’s CCW  by St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women 
Husband Don; Our parents &  by Muriel Simonson
  family members

In Memory of  (Continued) 
Charles Zupancich    by Zup’s of Cook
Jim Katila    by Sandy Katila
Past Members    by Alango Sturgeon Homemakers
Jean & Leo Moeglein   by Michael Moeglein
Eric Kolstad    by Doug & Sue Kolstad
Family     by Kathy & Frank Siskar
Herb & Edna Lamppa   by Daryl & Cheryl Lamppa
Loved Ones    by Lorraine Carlson
Arlene & Elmer Smith; Anieta & by Remax Lake Country
  Richard Ingebretsen
Pamela Clines; Clines &  by Timbuktu Marina
  Walters Families
Lois & Arne Hill    by Linda Martin Family
Bob & Dave Martin-Missing you by Linda Martin
Our son Patrick and our parents  by Leo & Lindi Wilenius
Eero Ruuska, Frank Pliml, Vivian Pliml  by Robin & George Pliml
James, Emily, & Janice Peyla  by Richard Peyla
Tenna Perkio, Michelle Perkio Perander  by Bruce Perkio 
Our Loved Ones    by Barb Seopa
Parents of Chuck & Mary Richards  by Chuck & Mary Richards
Bette Laux    by Sally Oberstar
Dale A. Lundblad    by Nan Lundblad
JosH Rutar    by Rob Rutar
Vida Anderson    by Lois Jacobi
Ray & Janet Hill    by Deb & Steve Hill
Ed Borowiec    by Joanne Bergman
JosH Rutar    by Todd, Chris,
           Kyle & Dusty Gabrielson
My Sisters Elsie Dahl &  by Doris & Ben Mosher
   Edith Eidelbes
Jody Cin, John & Faye Cin,  by Diane & John Cin
  Joseph & Mildred Peterka
Kathleen Artisensi    by Sandy Anderson
Leonard, Alice, Becky Niemi,  by David & Roberta Pike
  Charles & Ora Pike   
Joyce    by John Aronson
Our parents    by Bill & Joyce Fromel
Warren, Regina, Nevin Johnson; by Tim & Debbie Johnson
  Robert & Louise Dobosenski
Tammy Johnson, Dale Long   by Dale Johnson
Murline Tahija, Judy Kilen, Joyce Saisa  by Renee Pollock
My parents-Virgie & Erling Hegg  by Cherie Bridges
Denise M. Long-wife & daughter  by Paul & Donna Bak
Chester Root    by Linda Kronholm
All the patients VHHP helped this year  by Linda O’Neill DeRemee
Fred & Pat Shusterich   by David Shusterich
Sheldon Sandberg & Sally Scholtec  by B.I.C. Realty
Mike Picek    by Allison Leding
Uncle Carlo & Aunt Dora Sooger  by Elaine McGillivray
Alice Niemi    by Vermilion Land Office-Tower
Gloria Jean Line    by Jodee Micheletti
Penny Joelson    by Delta Zabrocki
Pat Karich    by Shawna Kishel
Clark Brenna & loved ones in Heaven  by Barb Brenna
Ben Nylund    by Karen Schaar
Sheldon Sandberg    by Sandberg Construction
Leonard, Alice, Becky Niemi;  by Dave & Barb Hegg, Jason, Kelly,
  Erling & Virgie Hegg        Carter, AJ, Cara, Anders & Levi

Generous Donations From:
Joyce & Kenneth Dall, Vermilion Barging – Lauren & Sheri Sawatzky,
Cook Building Center, Pehrson Lodge Resort, North Star Insurance Agency,
Birch Forest Lodge, DreamWeaver Salon, Muskego Point Resort, Vermilion Club,
Martinson Electric, Melissa Roach, Barb Leuelling, First National Bank Chisholm-
Cook, Orr American Legion Post 480, Kris & Mike Walker, Verdella Musech,
Gary & Alberta Whitenack, Kay Ryan, Cook Fire Department, Lake Vermilion 
Resort & Tourism Association, Paul & Judith Pishler, Bergetta & Michael Indihar,
Penny Gilliland, Lois Garbisch, Cook Timberwolves Snowmobile Club,
Kathleen McQuillan, Laura Bergman, Jim and Rita Lakmann, North Star Credit 
Union, Scott Greiger, National Signage

The VHHP Board of Directors would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who contributed 
to the success of the 2021 Lights of Love Campaign.  

A special thank you to the volunteers in the communities of Cook, Orr and Tower 
for their work in coordinating the ceremonies!

2021 Lights of Love  Donation List

COVID...Continued from page 1

cases was underway prior 
to the start of the new year, 
he noted.

In Montgomery’s 
most recent analysis of 
the number of newly con-
firmed cases reported on 
Jan. 20, 17 percent of the 
total, 2,658 cases, were 
from tests administered 
on Jan. 3.

“The  wors t  pa r t 
is these delays aren’t 
consistent or regular,” 
Montgomery said. “If it 
were simply the case that 
Minnesota’s testing data 
had gone from the five- to 
seven-day lag we were 
used to most of the pan-
demic to a nine- or 10-day 
lag, we could adjust for 
that. Instead this data is 
coming in fits and spurts.”

A comparison of 
cases and tests for a given 
day illustrates the chal-
lenge of knowing what to 
make of the numbers. The 
Jan. 20 report included 

910 cases from Jan. 17. 
On that day there were 
28,479 tests that were 
administered. Cases from 
Jan. 18 included in that 
report numbered just 20. 
Tests administered the 
same day totaled 17,707.

It’s not the first time 
in the pandemic that there 
has been a testing backlog. 
At the beginning of the 
Delta surge in August, one 
lab reported a backlog of 
nearly 19,000 tests. But 
officials have estimated 
the current backlog has 
been more than double 
that amount.

H o w e v e r ,  a s  o f 
Tuesday, MDH is appar-
ent ly  chopping  tha t 
backlog down significant-
ly, thanks to added staff-
ing and more efficient 
processing, Montgomery 
said.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Montgomery has been 
r e l y i n g  o n  a n o t h e r 

measure, the amount of 
COVID viral material 
in people’s feces, for 
an additional clue to the 
pandemic’s trend.

“It turns out that 
was tewate r  ana lys i s 
closely matches case 
counts and other ways 
to track the virus, except 
wastewater can flag spikes 
faster than traditional 
testing,” Montgomery 
said.

He hasn’t created a 
Poop-o-meter website 
for reporting his find-
ings, but according to a 
report on MPR News, 
“Levels of COVID-19 
in Twin Cities wastewa-
ter started spiking right 
before Christmas 2021, 
around Dec. 22. Reported 
case counts for the metro 
area covered by that 
wastewater plant didn’t 
start going up until a week 
later, around Dec. 28.”

So what was peering 

at the poop data telling 
Montgomery on Tuesday?

“Wastewater data 
suggest the outbreak 
peaked awhile ago in the 
Twin Cities metro,” he 
said.
Regional data

A look at St. Louis 
County’s COVID dash-
board suggests that the 
Omicron-driven surge has 
either started its decline or 
is beginning to level out.

On Jan. 14, the sev-
en-day average of new 
cases hit 338.6. On Jan. 
21, that number had 
dropped to 255.7. The 
number of days between 
the measure is too short to 
declare a definitive trend, 
but the numbers reflect 
data from numerous met-
ropolitan areas of a surge 
with a sharp rise and steep 
decline.

The Jan. 9 age-cat-
egory case reports for 

northern St. Louis County, 
the latest available, show 
that cases among birth 
to nine-year-olds tripled 
over the prior week, 
going from four to 12. 
Cases in 40-49-year-olds 
almost doubled from 11 
to 20. However, other age 
categories show slight to 
moderate increases, and 
new cases in those older 
than 70 dropped by two-
thirds from 18 to 6.

In the s ix North 
Country zip codes moni-
tored by the Timberjay, last 
Thursday’s weekly case 
report had Ely topping the 
chart with 35 new cases. 
Considering relative sizes, 
an increase of 27 new 
cases in Tower appears 
more concerning. Other 
increases include ten in 
Orr, eight in Embarrass, 
seven in Cook, and three 
in Soudan. Based on 
current trends and in 
line with the Omicron 

surge, January totals in 
the North Country are 
on pace to exceed the 
number of cases reported 
in December.

C o o k  H o s p i t a l 
Director  of  Nurs ing 
Nichole Chiabotti said 
Monday that the hospital 
continues to be busy with 
a high census of patients, 
but only a few are hos-
pitalized with COVID. 
Many staff members are 
out with COVID, she said.

“Our biggest chal-
lenge right now is finding 
long-term care placement 
for patients,” Chiabotti 
said. “We are keeping 
people longer in the hos-
pital because they aren’t 
safe to go back home 
and we cannot find a 
long-term-care bed.  We 
have been able to transfer 
patients to a higher level 
of (medical) care a bit 
easier than a month ago.”



the International Nickel 
Company (INCO) in 1966, 
the leases had gone through 
a number of changes in 
ownership, most recently 
coming under the control 
of Twin Metals. The leases 
had been renewed twice 
before for ten-year terms, in 
the 1980s and again in 2004. 
The original lease language 
allowed for up to three 
renewals, but only if INCO 
or its successor had begun 

actual mining within the 
lease’s initial 20-year term, 
a requirement that INCO 
never met. Several past 
administrations, including 
under Presidents Reagan 
and George W. Bush, had 
concluded that INCO’s 
successors had no absolute 
right to renewal in legal 
opinions issued by attor-
neys with the Department 
of Interior. 

President Obama can-

celed the Twin Metals leases 
in the weeks before leaving 
office, but the Trump 
administration issued a 
controversial legal analysis 
that claimed the company 
had an absolute right to a 
third renewal and reissued 
the leases. Attorneys for 
the Biden administration 
determined that the Trump 
decision was legally flawed 
and that the leases were 
renewed unlawfully. The 

Trump administration’s 
action also appeared to 
violate the statutory right 
of the U.S. Forest Service to 
consent or withhold consent 
for mining operations within 
the Superior National Forest. 
Forest Service officials had 
stated in 2016 that the Twin 
Metals mine proposal posed 
an unacceptable risk to water 
quality within the Boundary 
Waters, a determination that 
prompted the agency to 
exercise its veto authority 
over the proposal.

The Trump adminis-
tration decision had been 
faced with legal challenges 
on several fronts, but those 
cases are now expected to be 
withdrawn as moot. 

Activists who have 
opposed the proposed 
mine hailed the latest 
decision. “This is a major 
win for Boundary Waters 
protection,” said Becky 
Rom, National Chair of 
the Campaign to Save the 
Boundary Waters. “This 
action by the Biden admin-
istration re-establishes the 
long-standing legal con-
sensus of five presidential 

administrations and marks a 
return of the rule of law. It is 
heartening to have an admin-
istration making decisions 
with integrity. Twin Metals 
leases should never have 
been reinstated in the first 
place, and this announce-
ment should stop the Twin 
Metals mine threat.”

But Twin Metals 
expressed disappointment 
and indicated it plans to 
challenge the decision. “We 
expect to prevail,” stated 
the company in a statement. 
“This is not about law. This 
is a political action intended 
to stop the Twin Metals 
project without conducting 
the environmental review 
prescribed in law,” said 
company spokesperson 
Kathy Graul. “We are con-
fident that a full environ-
mental review will show 
that the science behind this 
modern mine will prove that 
we can advance this project 
safely under the highest of 
standard.”

Politicians, both past 
and present, also weighed 
in on the decision. Eighth 
District Congressman 

Pete Stauber blasted the 
administration’s action, 
claiming it would have “dev-
astating impacts on northern 
Minnesota and our nation” 
and said it was a decision 
by the administration to ban 
mining.

“He’s choosing foreign 
sourced minerals, including 
mines that use child slave 
labor, over our own domes-
tic, union workforce that 
follows the best labor and 
environmental standards in 
the world,” Stauber said.

Meanwhile, former 
Gov. Mark Dayton hailed 
the decision and called 
for permanent protection 
of the Boundary Waters 
from threats posed by sul-
fide-based mining. “We 
inherited this pristine wilder-
ness from previous genera-
tions of Minnesotans, who 
bequeathed it to us to benefit 
not only ourselves, but also 
our children, our grandchil-
dren, and their children and 
grandchildren. Now it is our 
responsibility to protect this 
fragile ecosystem from those 
who would exploit it for their 
own selfish purposes.”

Minnesota’s Fourth 
District Congresswoman 
Betty McCollum agreed, 
calling the decision a “mon-
umental victory for the 
Boundary Waters” and 
“a rejection of the deeply 
flawed and politically moti-
vated process under the 
Trump administration.”
Withdrawal process

The cancellation of 
the leases comes at the 
same time that the admin-
istration is studying a 
Forest Service request for 
a 20-year mineral with-
drawal that would prohibit 
new mineral leasing on 
about 225,000 acres of the 
Superior National Forest, 
including the area where 
the two former Twin Metals 
leases were located. A 
decision on that issue is 
expected once a two-year 
study on the proposal is 
completed. That study got 
underway in October 2021 
and concluded its public 
comment period earlier 
this month. 

REGIONAL— The 
Minnesota  Cour t  of 
Appeals delivered another 
mixed verdict on PolyMet 
Mining’s water discharge 
permit on Monday, guaran-
teeing months of additional 
agency analysis and poten-
tial future litigation over the 
controversial project. 

In a complex case 
involving several envi-
ronmental and tribal liti-
gants, the three-judge panel 
sided with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency 
(PCA) on a host of issues, 
while sending the permit 
back to the agency to deter-
mine if potential discharges 
to groundwater should have 
been regulated under the 
federal Clean Water Act. 
The net effect of that order, 
which suspends the permit 
until further notice, is also 
the subject of dispute. 

Litigants cite language 
in the court ruling that 
indicates the permit is 
“reversed,” essentially 
throwing it out until the 
PCA can address the issue 
of groundwater contami-
nation. But PCA officials 
described the order as 
merely procedural, and 
claim the permit remains 
in place while it addresses 
the groundwater question. 
PolyMet officials took 
a similar position on the 
ruling. “This will mean a 
little more process, but it 
gives us a clear road map 
to the reactivation of this 
permit,” said Jon Cherry, 

president and CEO of 
PolyMet.

Paula Maccabee, attor-
ney for Duluth-based Water 
Legacy, called that position 
“stunning.”

“When a permit is 
reversed, it’s reversed. 
That means the PCA has to 
reissue a new permit, and 
that will need to include a 
public comment period.” 

PCA spokesperson 
Darin Broton agreed that 
a public comment period 
might be required, but only 
if the agency decides to 
issue new permit conditions 
to address potential ground-
water contamination. “But 
the entire permit is not 
reopened,” Broton said. 
“The rest of the permit 
stands.”

The PCA had deter-
mined at the time it issued 
the permit, that contamina-
tion of groundwater was not 
subject to the Clean Water 
Act, believing the law only 
applied to surface water 
discharges. That view had 
been upheld by Minnesota 
courts in the past.

But the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in its consequential 
2019 decision in County of 
Maui v. Hawaii Wildlife 
Fund, determined that dis-
charges to groundwater are 
subject to Clean Water Act 
regulation if they are “the 
functional equivalent” of a 
discharge to surface water.

The court is now 
asking the PCA to decide 
whether potential discharg-
es to groundwater from the 
PolyMet operation meet 
that test. 

PolyMet argued that 
such an analysis isn’t 
necessary. The company 
contends it won’t make 
discharges to groundwa-
ter because its facilities 
are designed to prevent 
them. But the court found 
evidence that some under-
ground seepage, “even if 
minimal” is expected to 
occur as a result of the 
project, hence the need for 
the analysis. 

Attorneys for the PCA 
had argued that the court 
had enough information 
to decide the functional 
equivalence question itself, 
but the court indicated it 
preferred to rely on the 
agency’s expertise for 
making that determination.
Court sides with 
PCA on other issues

The court sided with 
the PCA, even though it, 
too, faulted the agency’s 
handling of the comment 
process involving the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. Environmental 
plaintiffs in the case had 
wanted the appellate court 
to reverse a determination 
from a district court judge, 
who found that while 
the PCA had engaged in 
“procedural irregularities” 
when top agency officials 
prevailed on EPA staff to 
withhold issuing written 
comments on the PolyMet 
permit, the agency did 
not engage in an unlawful 
process. But the Court of 
Appeals sided with the 
district court and thanked 
the Ramsey County judge 

who heard the case for a 
thorough analysis of the 
issues. 

The Court of Appeals 
also deferred to the PCA 
on whether the PolyMet 
permit requires water qual-
ity-based effluent limits, or 
WQBELS, as described in 
the Clean Water Act. The 
court found that the plain-
tiffs in the case had failed 
to explain why the federal 
law required WQBELS 
in the case of PolyMet, 
rather than another type 
of regulation, known as 
technology-based effluent 
limits, or TBELs, which 
were incorporated into the 
PolyMet permit. 

“In the absence of clear 
guidance, the supreme 
court and this court repeat-
edly have recognized that 
the federal regulations at 
issue are ambiguous in 
their application and that 
courts must defer to the 
PCA’s reasonable inter-
pretations of the ambig-
uous regulations,” wrote 
the court in their decision.

The court also deferred 
to the PCA’s decision not 
to hold a contested case 
hearing on PolyMet’s water 
discharge permit, known 
as an NPDES permit. 
Plaintiffs argued that the 
Department of Natural 
Resources is already in 
the process of conducting 
a contested case hearing 
over PolyMet’s proposal 
to use bentonite clay as a 
tailings basin liner, and that 
a similar hearing should be 
conducted for the NPDES 
permit. But the court found 

there was little connection 
between the two issues, 
and that the plaintiffs had 
failed to make the case for 
such a hearing over the 
water discharge permit, 
by itself.

Finally, the court sided 
with the MPCA’s conclu-
sion that discharges from 
PolyMet would not violate 
water quality standards 
set by the Fond du Lac 
band, whose reservation 
lies downstream of the 
proposed mine.
Reaction varies

Both the PCA and 
PolyMet expressed consid-
erable satisfaction with the 
court’s decision. 

 “We are pleased that 
we have prevailed on the 
majority of the issues and 
the court has narrowed 
the case to just this single 
issue regarding Maui, 
where considerable scien-
tific date already exists,” 
Cherry said. “MPCA has 
already determined there is 
not a permittable discharge 
to groundwater and we are 
optimistic the agency will 
reach the same conclusion 
from the Maui test.”

PCA spokesperson 
Darin Broton agreed. “For 
a second time, a Minnesota 
court has firmly decided 
that the MPCA’s per-
mitting processes for the 
PolyMet project were rig-
orous and prudent. While 
the agency reviews the 
court’s directive to com-
plete additional analysis 
that wasn’t required prior 
to the permit’s issuance, 

the MPCA appreciates the 
court’s strong decision that 
the extensive 479-page 
water permit for PolyMet is 
protective of Minnesota’s 
waters.”

Meanwhile, environ-
mental plaintiffs hailed 
the decision as a key win 
in their efforts to derail the 
proposed mining project. 
“This is a huge victory,” 
said Paula Maccabee, 
attorney for Duluth-based 
Water Legacy. “As of 
today, PolyMet’s water 
pollution permit has been 
thrown out by the court. 
PolyMet no longer has a 
permit to mine, and they no 
longer have a water pollu-
tion permit. It is long past 
time for Minnesota to pull 
the plug on PolyMet and its 
parent mega-corporation 
Glencore.”

“Once again the courts 
have rejected a PolyMet 
permit,” said Kathryn 
Hoffman, CEO of the 
Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy. 
“It’s time for Governor 
Walz to move on from 
PolyMet’s failed proposal 
and create a better and 
safer job creation plan for 
northeastern Minnesota.”

Plaintiffs in the orig-
inal cases included Water 
Legacy, the Minnesota 
Center for Environmental 
Advocacy, Friends of 
the Boundary Waters, 
the Center for Biological 
Diversity, and the Fond du 
Lac Band of Ojibwe. 
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SULFIDE MINING

Appeals court issues mixed decision on PolyMet mine permit
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www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

20 5th St SE
(218) 361-3297

Tower Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
(218) 753-2405

COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals 
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations 

following state eligibility guidelines.  Supply is limited and call 
volumes are high, so we appreciate  your patience.  If  you 

believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements, 
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

Poor balance, falls and limited activity are common 
issues facing older adults. We will work with you to 
create an individual program to address your 
specific areas of concern.

Most falls are preventable. The staff at Living Well 
Physical Therapy can help you restore your 
mobility and live your best life.

427 E. Sheridan St., Ely • 218.365.7300 • info@elysartandsoul.com

“The Many Facets of Me” by Dafne Caruso

For safe distance shopping, you can call or email. 
We can help you choose a gift and have it mailed or picked up curbside. 

Part of Winter Festival,
Special Exhibition, 

2/1/2022 - 2/28/2022
Well known artist and business owner 

Dafne Caruso
Dafne’s artistic voice requires many 

mediums for true expression.
This show is a representation of Dafne’s 
many mediums; acrylic, watercolor, fiber, 

paper and metal and her latest 
work with wool tops.

Hours: January-Thurs, Fri, Sat 10-5:00
February-Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10-5:00

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE
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A New Vision

Family Eye Care Center

ISD 2142...Continued from page 1

year 2.
Prior offers by board 

negotiators to increase the 
district’s contributions to 
a tax-free tax health care 
savings plan and a 403(b) 
retirement plan also were 
removed in the last, best and 
final offer.

On Tuesday’s board 
agenda was an item to 
consider a resolution 
declaring an impasse in 
the negotiations and direct-
ing Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson and adminis-
trative staff to unilaterally 
implement the last offer 
rejected by the union. The 
resolution included direc-
tion to incorporate various 
non-economic items already 
agreed to during negotia-
tions. Such impasse actions 
by the board are authorized 
by state law.

However, the board 
met in a special closed 
session prior to the regular 
meeting to discuss the status 
of the negotiations. When 
they convened the regular 
meeting, the board voted 
unanimously to remove the 
impasse resolution from the 
agenda. No discussion was 
held and school officials 
offered no rationale for the 
change.

Also not discussed 
were possible next steps 
for resolving the contract 
dispute. One option would 
be to return to the bargaining 
table, most likely in the form 
of another mediated session.

Outside of a presenta-
tion by Q-Comp Director 
Kim Jirik supporting the 
renewal of the teacher 
professional development 
program, other agenda items 
were addressed and passed 
with little discussion.

The board was more 
engaged when member 
Chris Koivisto took the 
opportunity in member 
remarks at the end of the 
meeting to highlight the 
Iron Mosquitos robotics 
club at Northeast Range, 
which is currently working 
on a new robot for competi-
tion. Koivisto responded to 
numerous questions about 
the club and robotics options 
at other schools, noting in 
particular the many diverse 
technological, math, social 
and communication skills 
promoted by robotics that 

are transferable and benefi-
cial for future employment 
and education opportunities. 
Member Bob Larson voiced 
his support for looking 
into options for all district 
schools to offer robotics.

Past board chairman 
Dan Manick used his time 
to first thank his fellow 
board members for their 
support during his tenure and 
made note of the manner in 
which board members have 
built mutual respect to work 
together productively, even 
in times of disagreement, to 
make decisions in the best 
interests of the district. As 
an example, he referenced 
the board’s decision-mak-
ing regarding the district’s 
response to the COVID 
pandemic, where members 
reached consensus on issues 
such as masking after some 
members expressed concerns 
about proposed directions.

Manick then turned his 
attention to the disrespect of 
board decisions often gen-
erated in the general public, 
particularly on social media. 
Manick had on hand what he 
said was an example of such 
a post and read it verbatim 
to the board.

The i tem was  a 
response to a Jan. 12 MPR 
article posted to Facebook 
about school districts in 
Minnesota going back to 
distance learning due to 
excessive student and staff 
absences related to “sky-
rocketing” case numbers. 
The individual who posted 
the article commented, 
“The kids’ safety and health 
should be the top priority 
so District 2142 should do 
the same.”

The response to that 
post read by Manick was 
clearly skeptical that ISD 
would consider such a 
move.

“2142 should do the 
same?” the post began. “Like 
THAT’s going to happen. 
The 2142 school board met 
Tuesday, and there wasn’t 
one single mention of any-
thing related to COVID. 
ZERO. NOTHING. The 
superintendent stopped pro-
viding school COVID data 
to the media last September. 
Last year, the benchmark 
for distance learning was a 
two-week case rate of 50, 
and that’s when masks were 

required. In late fall, that rate 
was over 110, and did they 
even discuss the possibility 
of requiring masks? No. At 
the start of the school year, 
the state made a testing 
program available - ISD 
2142 didn’t choose to par-
ticipate in that. St. Louis 
County case rates today are 
ones we haven’t seen since 
the huge peak of November 
2020, and they’re expected 
to go higher over at least the 
next couple of weeks. All 
this information is available 
to school leaders through a 
designated health depart-
ment specialist who works 
with school districts in the 
northern part of the county. 
2142 leadership is commit-
ted to in-person learning. 
The only way they’ll go 
to distance learning mode, 
IMHO, is if a large portion 
of people GET COVID. 
This isn’t a group of folks in 
leadership who would take 
a proactive step to do so to 
AVOID folks getting it.”

After reading the 
comment, Manick contin-
ued.

“It’s easy to sit around 
and criticize people at a 
table like this,” he said. 
“You know, social media is 
fascinating. I can go in my 

basement in the dark and I 
can type out anything I want 
to and send it out there, and 
it’s an opinion. But step 
forward, come and sit on a 
board and try to make some 
of these tough decisions. 
And I just wanted to let you 
know the person that wrote 
that is sitting in the room 
this day.”

Timberjay Cook/Orr 
Editor David Colburn 
immediately acknowledged 
he’d written the post.

“Absolutely. Right 
here,” he said. “Tell me 
what’s not factual about that 
statement.”

“Well, just the lead-
ership …” Manick began, 
but Colburn repeated the 
question.

“Tell me what’s not 
factual about that state-
ment,” he said.

Rather than answering 
the question, Manick con-
tinued.

“Criticizing our leader-
ship, from Reggie onto this 
board,” he said.

Manick again men-
tioned the differences of 
opinion expressed by board 
members and the consensus 
reached among them before 
returning to the post.

“I just find it a lack of 

professional courtesy, and 
once again the respect,” 
he said. “I respect every-
body’s opinion, especially 
on COVID. It’s not easy, it’s 
not, you know. So, I don’t 
mind being criticized as the 
board chair.”

Manick noted that he 
asked last year to be nom-
inated as chair again to 
see the district through the 
pandemic.

“I wanted to see our 
kids stay in school,” he said. 
“And I hope we will look 
back in less than ten years 
and say we did the right 
thing. It isn’t easy. We’ve 
had kids get sick. No deaths. 
Don’t take this personal, 
Dave. It’s just if you want to 
share this room with us treat 
us with respect, that’s all.”

Colburn attempted to 
respond, but Manick cut 
him off, pointing out that 
as an audience member it 
was not his time to speak 
during member comments, 
something board chair Pat 
Christensen affirmed.

In other business, the 
board:

Approved continua-
tion of the Q Comp for the 
2022-23 school year.

Approved naming the 
Cherry School’s gymnasi-

um Zupetz Gymnasium in 
honor of long-time dedicat-
ed teachers and counselor 
John and Lynette Zupetz.

Expelled a student 
who engaged in violent 
physical behavior for one 
year.

Approved the dis-
trict’s Indian Policies and 
Procedures.

Approved a memo-
randum of understanding 
related to the 2020-23 
Contract with paraprofes-
sionals and related positions 
modifying compensation 
rates.

Approved an adden-
dum to the contract with 
St. Louis County for the 
Check and Connect program 
adding one full-time mentor 
position for Chisholm 
schools, a .4 position at 
Vermilion Country School, 
and increasing the part-time 
mentor position in the Mt. 
Iron-Buhl district from .5 
to .6.

Considered a griev-
ance from an employee 
whose request for a lateral 
transfer to a similar position 
at another school was denied 
by Supt. Engebritson. 
The board unanimous-
ly expressed support for 
Engebritson’s decision.

 

 

  
 
Q: If I get COVID-19, can't I just get the monoclonal antibody treatment? 
A: There is a low supply of monoclonal antibody therapy across the state and nationwide; for that 
reason it is increasingly difficult to receive this treatment. Since demand for this treatment is high, but 
supply is low, a Monoclonal Antibody Screening Score system, developed by the Mayo Clinic, is in place 
to make sure those at the highest risk of severe illness or death qualify to receive the treatment. The 
score is calculated online through your medical provider. If you qualify, and medication is available, your 
information is then given to a healthcare facility that can administer the treatment. Therefore, because 
this treatment is in such low supply, it is important to continue methods known to prevent COVID-19 
infection: getting vaccinated, masking, social distancing, and proper handwashing.  
 
Q: How can I get my free COVID-19 tests from the government? 
A: Four free COVID-19 rapid antigen tests are available to every residence. These tests give results 
within 30 minutes. At-home testing kits are for the following situations: 

● If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms 
● Prior to gathering with a group of people 
● If you have been exposed to a COVID-19 positive individual within the past 3-5 days 

 
To order your tests, all you need is a name and residential address. Tests can be ordered in one of the 
following ways:  

● Online at COVIDtests.gov  
● Call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489) to get help in English, Spanish, or more than 150 

other languages 
● The Disability Information and Access Line at 1-888-677-1199 is available to help people with 

disabilities place their order 
 
 

 

 
Dr. Brock Urie is an Emergency Room Physician and the Chief Medical Officer at Ely-Bloomenson Community 

Hospital. Dr. Urie graduated from the University of MN Duluth, with his Bachelor’s Degree in Biology and attended 
Medical School at the University of Minnesota School of Medicine. He completed his Residency in Emergency 

Medicine at Western Michigan University’s School of Medicine in 2015. During residency, Dr. Urie served as a flight 
physician and county medical control physician, and a clinical instructor of Emergency Medicine. 

 

Ask Brock the Doc 
Frequently Asked Questions   

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

HRS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2021 Chevrolet Silverado
Crew Cab 1500 LT 4x4

Disclosures: * 0% APR up to 48 months with
GM Financial O.A.C. Not compatible with all re-

bates and offers. Program good through 1/31/22.
See dealer for details.

WE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLESWE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLES

2018 RAM 1500 Bighorn Crew Cab 4x4...Hemi............
2017 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 4x4......Loaded!!....
2016 Chevrolet Colorado Z71 4x4........73K miles........

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY 
PRE-OWNED DEALS

$39,990
$44,990
$28,990

 

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

MSRP $49,915
Customer Cash-$750

                           NOW $49,165
* OR CHOOSE 0% APR!

A Reliable
Winter Ride!
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WINTER...Continued from page 1

Wintergreen’s roots were in 
crafting clothing to meet the 
demands of their adventure 
pursuits, which took them 
to both ends of the earth, 
the Arctic and Antarctic, 
and many remote places 
in between.

“But the center of our 
universe is the Boundary 
Waters,” the Shurkes said 
about their location in 
Ely. “This, the world’s 
premier canoe country and 
America’s ‘dogsledding 
capital,’ is where we live, 
work and play. It was the 
inspiration for our designs 
and our year-round test 
lab.”

The Schurkes sold 
Wintergreen in 2009. When 
those new owners closed 
it in 2013, the couple pur-
chased some of the original 
equipment and inventory. 
In 2014, they bought back 
the original Sheridan Street 
building, and in 2015 
they were able to retrieve 
their trademark and pat-
terns.  They reinvigorated 
Wintergreen to outfit the 
next generation of outdoor 
enthusiasts.

In 2021, after navigat-
ing through the challenges 
of clothing production and 
retail selling during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Sue Schurke decided to 
take a step back from the 
business.

Enter  the Harren 
family .  Jackson and 
Gabriel’s father, John 
Harren, started the Northern 
Toboggan Co. business in 
1995 in Warroad, and had 
a connection with Paul 
Schurke and Will Steger 
in outfitting toboggan gear 
for the Ely adventurers. 
The elder Herran had heard 
of the adventure sled niche 
opportunity for years from 
his uncle who traveled 
often to remote Canadian 

communities doing service 
work.

T h e  c o m p a n y ’ s 
website related, “(Uncle) 
Raymond spoke often of 
how all of the sleigh makers 
were retiring and not 
passing on their skill set, 
leaving Northern Canada 
without a supplier of the 
traditional land vehicle 
they have relied on for 
centuries. Over a couple 
of years John’s mentor 
handed down the tradi-
tional process and design 
that was once passed down 
to him. A process rich in 
techniques that were cen-
turies old.”

The craftsman’s two 
sons, Jackson and Gabriel, 
never really moved on 
from their childhood days 
of growing up alongside 
their dad building sleds, 
cleaning the shop, and var-
nishing and packaging the 
final products for shipping. 
So, while they are both 
well into their professional 

careers of manufacturing 
engineering and IT sales 
and marketing, they never 
stopped “moonlighting” at 
the family business.

The brothers’ wives 
realized early on that 
they, too, married into the 
family business, and the 
company grew into a life-
style of playing together 
as a family.

A couple of years ago, 
the two brothers took over 
and began to expand the 
business. “Our heritage is 
still a big part of our busi-
ness,” Jackson said. “That 
is an important value to us 
and is another connection 
we have with the Schurkes 
with their understanding 
and appreciation of the 
people.”

He said one thing 
led to another with Sue 
Schurke a few years back 
where they realized they 
have similar businesses 
and similar customers, and 
the appreciation of fine 

craftsmanship and using 
quality materials.

“My brother and I, as 
Dad recently retired, found 
ourselves in a spot where 
we could take on an endeav-
or like Wintergreen,” 
he said. “Sue’s passion 
for this business and her 
entrepreneurial spirit have 
been such an inspiration 
for us. We hope to take 
(Wintergreen) to the next 
level. We feel a lot of 
responsibility to carry on 
their legacy. We look to 
Sue as a mentor.”

Since taking over 
Wintergreen Northern 
Wear last August, the 
Harrens have hired at least 
five sewers and restarted 
the company’s sewing-
from-home program.

“We look at it as a way 
of bringing the work to the 
workforce rather than the 
opposite,” he said. “It is 
so important now as we 
get through this COVID 
situation. We have a pretty 

good program going to 
support  sewing from home 
programs. We also have 
a handful of people who 
come into work every day.”

Harren noted that 
Wintergreen’s sew-from-
home program is expand-
ing into his hometown of 
Warroad and Duluth. “That 
is where we have a pipeline 
of logistics, and also are 
finding some sewers in 
these locations as well.”

Northern Toboggan 
Co. remains headquartered 
in Warroad.

“Ely is our first retail 
store for toboggans,” he 
said. “Having this space 
here in Ely allows for 
people to come in and 
see what we do and ask 
questions.” 

Harren added, “We 
are renting our product 
out of here. We will be 
selling our product here. 
We want to help people 
make connections to using 
our products here in Ely 

for skiing, sledding and all 
those winter activities that 
people love.”

He noted that Ely 
could be a home base store 
for Northern Tobbogan Co.

“In Warroad we do 
production and have our 
administrative staff and 
office, but there are really 
no customers there,” he 
said. “We sell mostly 
through dealerships and 
shipping our product. Here 
we have a retail and show-
room presence.” 

In the last few months, 
Wintergreen expanded 
their retail staff from two 
to six.

“There were two mate-
rial cutters and now we 
have three,” Herren said. 
“We had six sewing staff 
and now we have 14, 
including the home sewers. 
And still, our backlog is 
more than 10 weeks. You 
don’t want too much of a 
backlog because then you 
start losing customers.”

Harren continued, 
“We need to get caught 
up before we can start 
thinking of ways to expand 
and enhance our business. 
We plan to be successful in 
Ely and grow the business. 
It is hard to know right 
now what that is, but we 
know the potential is there 
to grow and expand the 
market and improve the 
customer experience.”

Look for Northern 
Toboggan Co. to introduce 
themselves and their love 
of everything outdoors at 
the upcoming Ely Winter 
Festival.

For more information, 
visit Wintergreen Northern 
Wear at 205 East Sheridan 
St. and Northern Toboggan 
Co., right next door, at the 
top of the hill in downtown 
Ely.

artwalk

Festival Hotline 218•365•SNOW(7669)

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through grants from the
Minnesota State Arts Board, and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks to a legislative

appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund; and from the Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust.

Dorothy Molter Museum • rootbeerlady.com
Thurs, Feb 3 - Sun, Feb 13

Dorothy Molter Museum Silent Auction & Fundraiser
Visit the museum website for details.

 
Thurs, Feb 10, 7pm

Dorothy Molter Museum Virtual Gathering 
Via Zoom - Visit museum website for more details.

 

ES F TR IE VATN LI .CW O 
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E

2022

F E S T I V A LELY WINTER
February 3-13, 2022

elywinterfestival.com

Nobody does winter better!
Amateur Snow Carving 
Mon, Jan 31 - Sat Feb 5 Thurs, Feb 3 - Sun, Feb 27

Ely ArtWalk elyartwalk.orgSnow Sculpting Symposium
Thurs, Feb 3 - Sun, Feb 6

Info & Registration elyfolkschool.org 218-235-0138

The Many Facets of Me, Daphne Caruso

Art and Soul Gallery

Thurs, Feb 3 - Sun, Feb 13

Ely Winter Festival Kickoff

6:30pm, Whiteside Park

Sat, Feb 5

Fri, Feb 4 and Sat, Feb 5

Great Nordic Beardfest
6pm, Boathouse Brew Pub

Hot Cocoa Bar & Apple Cider

9am - 5pm, 16 N First St

Great Nordic Beardfest Live Music

6:30pm, State Theater

Winter Camping Demos

10am - 6pm, Whiteside Park

 

Fri, Feb 4

3:30pm - 5:30pm, Burntside Islands SNA

Sunset Snowshoe

Snowshoe to Sigurd Olson’s
Listening Point on Burntside Lake

10am  and 1pm, Burntside Lake

Thurs, Feb 10

Sun, Feb 6

Snowshoe to Sigurd Olson’s
Listening Point on Burntside Lake

10am, Burntside Lake

Mon, Feb 7

7pm - 8:30pm, State Theater

Snowshoe to Sigurd Olson’s
Listening Point on Burntside Lake
10am, Burntside Lake

Crossing Greenland

Sat, Feb 12

7:30am -1:30pm, Burntside Lake
 

VCC Law Enforcement Ice Fishing
Tournament

Fri, Feb 11 - Sun Feb 13

Hot Cocoa Bar & Apple Cider

9am - 5pm all weekend, 16 N First St

Dorothy Molter Museum Virtual Gathering

7pm, rootbeerlady.com
 

Makers Morning
Natural Dyes & Avocado Pits

Fabric & Photo Collage
Snow Snakes Demonstration

Cornish Pasties
Diamond Willow Carving

Herringbone Bracelet
Mystery Tracks Gamenight

Funky Jewelry
Gemstone Necklace
Date Night Pottery

Nature Writing for Women
Intro to Chip Carving

Canoe Trip Tapestry Weaving

The Northern Toboggan Co. is located next door to Wintergreen Northern Wear on Sheridan Street 
in downtown Ely. photo by K. Vandervort
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SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

NORDIC SKIING

HOCKEY

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

Wolves sink Oredockers

T-Wolves 
dominate 
in freestyle 
competition

Grizzlies hit 
mid-season 
rough patch

See NW BOYS..pg. 2B

GRAND MARAIS— Ely 
skiers dominated in a six-way 
freestyle Nordic meet here last 
Friday, continuing a string of strong 
performances by the Timberwolves’ 
squads.

In a field of 31 racers, Ely 
seniors Gabriel Pointer and Jon 
Hakala finished first and second 
respectively. Pointer bested all 
skiers in the five-kilometer contest 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Zoe Devine was Ely’s top 
female finisher, helping to lead the 
girls team to a first-place finish.

BOYS BASKETBALL

photo by C. Ellerbroek

ELY – The Timberwolves 
avenged their close loss to Ashland, 
Wis., last Friday with a convincing 
5-1 win Monday at the friendlier 
confines of the Ely Ice Arena. The 
young Ely High School hockey team 
improved to 3-13.

The Timberwolves were quick 
on their feet on their home ice and 

crashed the boards with 32 shots 
on goal. Ely senior goalie Chase 
Sandberg turned away 20 of 21 shots 
to his net. 

“It was good to be able to finally 
pick up a win in a while and hang on 
to a third-period lead,” Head Coach 
Jake Myers said. “The boys played 
really hard. I think it was their best 
game they played all year.” 

Both teams played aggressively, 
with Ely called for seven penalties, 
while the Oredockers sat in the sin 

bin for six infractions. “We were 
winning puck races,” he said. “We 
were winning puck battles. We were 
shooting pucks from everywhere and 

Pepper Ashland with 32 shots on goal to notch third win of the season
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See HOCKEY..pg. 2B

Right: Ely goalie Chase Sandberg 
eyes the action out in front of the 
goal Monday night. Sandberg 
turned away 20 of 21 shots on goal 
to help Ely notch its third win of 
the season. 
photo by K. Vandervort

FIELD TWP – The North 
Woods boys basketball team took 
to the home hardwoods on Tuesday 
looking for redemption after last 
week’s 84-75 loss to Mt. Iron-Buhl 
on that very same floor.

What they got instead was a 
loss the likes of which North Woods 
hasn’t seen since the 2019 Class A 
state championship game, as the 
Cherry Tigers ran the Grizzlies out 
of the building, 84-59.

It was an ending few in the 
packed gymnasium could have 
foreseen after the first eight minutes 
of play. With the Grizzlies’ Brenden 
Chiabotti immediately matching 
Cherry’s opening trey with one of 
his own, both teams looked to be off 
to the races in a fast-paced slugfest. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FIELD TWP- About 500 
youthful archers from 13 region-
al schools descended on North 
Woods School on Saturday for 
the second archery meet of the 
year, and the Grizzlies repeated 
their performance from the first 

meet, hitting the mark with first-
place team finishes in elementa-
ry and middle school divisions 
and second in high school. Ely 
also had numerous archers place 
high in the individual division 
competitions.

North Woods Head Coach 
Emily Nelson said that the 
numbers were down from pre-
COVID tournaments that would 
attract around 700 competitors. 
Many schools are seeing fewer 
participants after the long pan-
demic-inflicted layoff, she said, 
but participation at North Woods 

Aim is true for North Woods, Ely archers

Left: North Woods sixth- 
grade archer Nathan 
McLain steadies his bow as 
seventh-grade teammate 
Kiley Kopatz visualizes 
her next shot. 

ARCHERY

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Schools score individual team honors at Saturday meet

See ARCHERY...pg. 2B

BOYS BASKETBALL

Ely wraps up Wrenshall
Edges Duluth-Marshall as Wolves improve to 9-6

ELY— Two Timberwolves 
players tallied career highs here 
Tuesday night and junior Joey 
Bianco was one rebound short of 
a triple-double as Ely wrapped up 
the Wrens 73-51 to improve their 
record to 9-6. 

“It was a great team effort 
against a quality opponent,” said 
Ely Head Coach Tom McDonald. 
Four Ely players hit double digits 
in scoring, the first time that’s 
happened all season. Junior 
Jason Kerntz led the team, with a 
career high 21 points, and senior 
Mason Davis hit a career-high 
14 points. Bianco, who has been 
Ely’s leading scorer this season, 

connected for 19 points, and added 
ten assists and nine boards, for an 
impressive overall performance. 

Above: Ely freshman 
guard Caid Chittum eyes the 
bucket under heavy pressure 
from a Wrenshall defender. 

Right: Ely junior Jason 
Kerntz looks downcourt as 
he advances the ball. Kerntz 
scored a career-high 21 
points Tuesday night against 
Wrenshall. 
photos by J. Greeney

See WOLVES...pg. 2B
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

NW BOYS...Continued from page 1B

with a time of 15:05.7. 
Hakala finished second 
with a time of 15:44.0, 
just a half-second ahead 
of Connor Matschiner, of 
Mesabi East. Ely senior 
Micah Larson finished in 
seventh place, with a time 
of 16:13.1, putting all three 
of Ely’s varsity skiers in the 
top ten. But with only three 

varsity skiers competing, 
the Ely squad finished last 
in the team competition, 
since the team rankings, 
calculated in points, are 
based on each team’s top 
four skiers. 

The Ely girls, mean-
while, finished in the top 
spot in the team rankings, 
helped by top ten finishes 

from juniors Zoe Devine, 
Phoebe Helms, and sopho-
more Ava Skustad. Devine 
took third place with a time 
of 17:11.2, while Helms 
finished in fifth in 18:37.2. 
Skustad finished in eighth 
place in a time of 19:54.5. 
Junior Sydney Durkin fin-
ished in 14th place, with 
a time of 21:03.9 to help 

the girls to a 372-point 
finish, seven points ahead 
of second-place Proctor/
Hermantown. 

While the all-senior 
Ely boys varsity ski team is 
a bit light on participation 
this year, the team has a 
promising crop of younger 
skiers currently competing 
at the jr. varsity level. At 

last Friday’s meet, Ely 
jr. varsity skiers took the 
top five spots and finished 
seven team members in the 
top ten in a field of 33 racers. 
It was a similar story on the 
girls side, where Ely’s jr. 
varsity squad finished five 
racers in the top ten and 
took three of the four top 
positions. 

Ely skiers will be 
back in action on Friday, 
when they compete in the 
Duluth East Invitational. 
They’re set to host the Ely 
Invitational next Thursday, 
Feb. 3, at Hidden Valley. 
Both competitions get 
underway at 9:30 a.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies 
take care of 
business in 
Nashwauk

Duluth-Marshall outruns Timberwolves, 70-53
ELY— Grace LaTourell had 

a big day here on Saturday, but 
it wasn’t enough to keep pace 
with Duluth-Marshall, which out-
paced the Timberwolves, 70-53. 
LaTourell went a spectacular 
14-for-14 from the charity stripe 
as she tallied a team-high 29 
points in the game. She also added 

eight rebounds to her impressive 
stat total. 

Other Ely players shot well 
from the field, as the team con-
nected eight times from beyond 
the arc. “But we just turned the 
ball over too many times to over-
come,” said Head Coach Max 
Gantt. “Marshall is a good team 
and we shot the ball well, but we 
just had too many turnovers.”

Sarah Visser had a strong 
outing as well, notching eight 
rebounds and four assists.

With the season now past the 
mid-point, Gantt said he’s looking 
for an increase in consistency and 
intensity. “We lost to three good 
teams in the past week and played 
good basketball in each game. 
Now it’s time to play that level 
of basketball for the full game 

against a good team, and that will 
start with valuing the basketball 
and the possessions we get.”

Gantt said his team is still 
improving and is getting close to 
where they need to be to compete 
as the playoffs loom. “Our best 
basketball is ahead of us,” he 
predicted.

Ely’s Monday contest with 
Bigfork was postponed until Feb. 

8 due to a COVID-19 outbreak. 
The team is set to take on Duluth 
Denfeld on Friday. They’ll host 
Two Harbors on Saturday, with 
a 2:45 p.m. varsity start. They’re 
scheduled to remain at home to 
host Nashwauk-Keewatin on 
Monday. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Playing without big man Sean 
Morrison, North Woods held 
its own on the boards, rattled 
Cherry ballhandlers and shoot-
ers on defense, and built a 14-13 
edge on the strength of two treys 
by Davis Kleppe and buckets by 
T.J. Chiabotti and Alex Hartway.

Coming out of a Cherry 
timeout, the Grizzlies turned on 
the jets with quick seven-point 
run, forcing the Tigers to take 
another time out trailing 21-13 
with 8:24 left in the half.

“Both teams came out very 
ready to play,” Grizzlies Head 
Coach Will Kleppe said. “We 
shot the ball well, we had some 
good ball movement, and some 
inside-out action where we hit 
some open shots.”

Once the ball was back in 
play, Cherry owned the court. 
Holding North Woods to a sol-
itary T.J. Chiabotti bucket from 
the floor the rest of the half, the 
Tigers exploded in a 29-9 blitz 
that left the stunned Grizzlies 
staring at a 42-30 deficit going 
into the break.

“Just careless mistakes, a 
few turnovers, we didn’t capi-
talize on possessions,” Kleppe 
said. “You can’t do that against 
at team like this. They’re a great 
team, they’re always right there, 
and if you don’t make the most 
of your possessions they’re 
going to make you pay. We just 
couldn’t stop the bleeding.”

Every time the Grizzlies 
tried to cut into the lead in the 
second half, the Tigers had an 
answer and then some. After 
five minutes of trading points, 

Cherry still held a 12-point lead 
at 53-41. The Grizzlies contin-
ued to struggle on the offense 
end as the Tigers steadily pulled 
away for the 25-point win.

“When they got up by 
double digits, we forced some 
things and they took advantage,” 
Kleppe said. “We were really 
caught in a trap there where we 
were trying to get in and rebound 
to try to keep the ball alive but 
couldn’t afford to because they 
were getting the ball out and 
getting layups on us.”

Cherry’s eighth-grade 
phenom Noah Asuma topped all 
scorers with 28 points, all from 
the field. Jared Chiabotti and 
Jonah Burnett shared scoring 

honors for the Grizzlies with 12 
each, followed by T.J. Chiabotti 
with 10.
Mt. Iron-Buhl

The Jan. 19 game against 
MIB was a tilt between evenly 
matched teams that was decided 
by a second-half Rangers run.

MIB led from the outset, 
holding leads from one to seven 
points, and the Grizzlies were 
within one at 27-28 when the 
Rangers closed the half on a 7-0 
run to lead 35-27 at the break.

A baseline drive by Alex 
Hartway and fast break bucket 
by T.J. Chiabotti to open the 
second half got the Grizzlies 
back in the game at 35-31, but 

the Rangers quickly moved the 
lead to ten, 43-33.

North Woods trailed by 
nine, 54-45, when they made 
their next big push. Jonah 
Burnett dropped in two shots and 
a free throw, and Sean Morrison 
scored twice to tie the score 
at 54-54. MIB scored coming 
out of a time out, but a trey by 
Burnett gave North Woods its 
first and only lead of the game 
at 57-56 with just over seven 
minutes to play.

And then, having finally 
reached the top of the mountain, 
the Grizzlies fell off a cliff. 
Hitting at will from under-
neath and outside, the Rangers 
scorched North Woods with 
a 16-0 run over the next three 
minutes that effectively sealed 
the game. The Grizzlies got no 
closer than eight the rest of the 
way as the Rangers closed out 
the 84-75 loss.

The Rangers won with 
red-hot shooting, hitting an 
astonishing 65 percent of their 
shots and shooting 45 percent 
from three-point range.

T.J. Chiabotti poured in 31 
points on 12-of-28 shooting to 
lead the Grizzlies, but it wasn’t 
enough to overcome the 35 
points scored by MIB’s Asher 
Zubich. Jared Chiabotti dropped 
in 15 for North Woods, followed 
by Burnett with 12 and Morrison 
with 10.

NASHWAUK- In what’s been 
an up and down schedule in recent 
games, taking on a powerhouse 
opponent one night and a strug-
gling one the next, the cycle was 
in North Woods’ favor as the girls 
basketball team took its 7-7 record 
on the road Jan. 20 and scored a 
solid 69-57 victory over winless 
Nashwauk-Keewatin.

It was a breakout game for 
the Grizzlies’ Hannah Kinsey, 
who roared out of the box with 17 
first-half points and finished with 
a game-high 32 points, displaying 
a commanding presence shooting 
down low, hitting some mid-range 
jumpers, and dropping in a three-
ball.

Her Grizzlies teammates were 
quick to size up the advantage 
and work the ball in to Kinsey, 
and they were in the groove as 
well as North Woods streaked to a 
27-6 advantage, getting contribu-
tions from Tatum Barto, Addison 
Burckhardt, Aleesia Geshick, and 
Nevada Gauthier.

North Woods held a com-
manding 33-11 lead at the half 
and continued to pound away in 
the second half, although starting 
a bit more slowly, thanks in part 
to some increased intensity from 
Nashwauk-Keewatin. But the 
outcome was never in doubt as 
the Grizzlies pulled off a 30-point 
56-26 win.

In addition to Kinsey’s big 
night, Lauren Burnett knocked 
down 13 points. Eight Grizzlies 
scored in the game.

Jared Chiabotti gets wrapped up under heavy pressure from 
Cherry defenders. The Grizzlies went on to lose their 
Tuesday night contest to the Tigers.

remains strong with over 50 
fourth through 12th grade 
students participating.

With such a large 
group, Nelson needs plenty 
of help, and she has it. Four 
new assistants signed up 
this year, giving Nelson a 
total of 12.

“Each coach can help 
five or six kids at a time, 
so that helps a lot,” Nelson 
said. “You can really get 
more one-on-one time with 
those kids instead of having 
them all spread out. I think 
that’s why our numbers are 
so good, because we’re able 
to help the kids so much.”

With only two practic-
es a week and meets every 

other Saturday, Nelson said 
they can also accommodate 
kids on the team who also 
want to play basketball.

Archery competi-
tion takes place under the 
auspices of the National 
Archery in the Schools 
Program, which specifies 
equipment requirements, 
establishes rules, provides 
for tournament results 
reporting, and makes 
instructional opportunities 
available. Nelson said that 
regional schools banded 
together a few years ago 
to establish a northeast 
regional group.

“I feel like we’re one 
of the better regions in the 

state because we’ve really 
worked together to keep it 
running,” Nelson said.

Pooling their finan-
cial resources, the group 
acquired the targets, bow 
stands, quivers, and addi-
tional safety equipment 
necessary to stage a large 
interscholastic meet, and a 
large trailer to transport it 
all. Nelson said that when 
everything is packed up at 
the end of a meet, the next 
host school takes the trailer 
along with them.

Unpacking and setting 
up a competition layout 
featuring 40 targets for the 
North Woods meet took 
about two-and-a-half hours 
on Friday night, Nelson 

said.
“I think that’s the 

fastest we’ve ever done 
it,” she said.

Archery tournaments 
are day-long come-and-go 
affairs where schools and 
students can schedule the 
times they’re going to shoot 
throughout the day, but it 
still takes a lot of volun-
teers to accommodate 500 
archers plus coaches and 
fans throughout the day. 
Nelson said that Grizzlies 
parents were assigned 
three-hour working shifts, 
and student archers also 
helped when they weren’t 
competing.

Results
North Woods and Ely 

archers with top-five finishes 

included:
Fourth Grade
Female
1st- (204) Beck Sponholz 

- Ely
2nd- (191) Kaidence 

Scofield – North Woods
Male
1 s t -  ( 2 5 3 )  C l a r k 

Danielson - North Woods 
3rd- (230) Hayden 

Weidemann - Ely 
4th- (229) Braden Jonas 

- Ely 

Fifth Grade
Female
4th-  (222) Michaela 

Brunner - North Woods
Male
1st - (261) Buckley 

LeForte - North Woods 
2nd-  (260)  Brady 

Swanson - North Woods

Middle School
Female

3rd- (273) Sabrah Hart 
- Ely 

4th- (272) Merilee 
Scofield - North Woods

Male
1st-  (271) Lincoln 

Antikainen - North Woods 
3 r d -  ( 2 6 9 )  B l a z e 

Markwardt - North Woods
5th- (260) Talan Hart 

- Ely 

High School
Female
1st- (286) Lillian Voges 

- North Woods

Senior Harry Simons added 
16 points to round out the dou-
ble-digit scoring for Ely. Junior 
Erron Anderson led in rebounds, 
with ten.

Tuesday’s win was the 
second in a row against strong 
competition. The Wolves, on 

Saturday, edged visiting Duluth-
Marshall 58-56 in a hard-fought 
contest that came down to the 
final seconds. “We played well 
defensively and hit some big 
shots down the stretch against 
one of the better teams in our 
section,” said McDonald. 

Ely had the opportunity 
to pull away at times, but they 
struggled at the charity stripe, 
hitting just two of ten tries. 
“We’ll need to get better at that,” 
said McDonald. 

Bianco had a big game, 
pouring in 30 of Ely’s 58 

points. Simons added 16 points 
and Davis added ten, while 
Anderson again tallied ten 
boards. 

The Wolves were set to host 
Littlefork-Big Falls on Friday. 
They’ll face Carlton on the road 
on Tuesday.

crashing the boards.”
The Timberwolves 

scored twice in the first 
period. Junior forward 
Kole Macho was assisted 
by Logan Loe to draw first 
blood at 11:14. Deegan 
Richards scored unassisted 
in a power play at 14:31 to 

give Ely a 2-0 advantage.
Richards scored again 

on a power play at 3:52 
in the second period, with 
assists by Loe and Jackson 
Hegman, to give Ely a 3-0 
lead. Macho scored his 
second goal of the night at 
8:25, on an even strength, 

unassisted scoring effort 
to give the Timberwolves 
a commanding 4-0 lead.

Ashland scored at 
15:57 in the second period 
to make the score 4-1 at the 
second break.

Neither team could 
find the net during most of 

the last frame until Richards 
hit a hat trick score at the 
16:08 mark to give Ely a 
5-1 victory.

The Timberwolves’ 
road trip to Ashland’s Bay 
Area Civic Center last 
Friday netted the team 
five goals, the most in one 

game since all their games 
combined dating back to 
Dec. 28, but the Oredockers 
scored their game-winning 
sixth goal of the night with 
just 10 seconds left in regu-
lation to get the win.

Ely was scheduled to 
host Duluth Marshall on 

Thursday, Jan. 27. Bagley 
Fosston visits the Ely 
Ice Arena on Saturday, 
Jan. 29 at 2 p.m., and the 
Timberwolves will host 
Park Rapids on Thursday, 
Feb. 3.
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James Cottrell
Today Butch is read-

ing his obituary in the 
paper and that must mean 
he’s with “the man up-
stairs.” He read every 
part of the paper and had 
a system of doing so. He 
had a system for most ev-
erything!

James “Butch” Cot-
trell, 81, of Cook, passed 
away on Friday, Jan. 21, 
2022, at Diamond Willow 
Assisted Living Facility 
in Mt. Iron. He actually 
read the majority of the 
paper that day and even 
commented on the Dear 
Abby column. Butch lived 
life by his own rules. Even 
though doctors told him 
he had only days, may-
be hours, to live back in 
December, he chose to be 
stubborn and stay with us 
for another month. It may 
have been because he had 
a “captive audience” for 
the jokes and stories he 
wanted to share. He loved 
making people laugh and 
his delivery made the joke 
even better. There’s no 
doubt that most who knew 
him will recall a joke or 
story that Butch told them.

Funeral services will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 29 at Mlaker 
Funeral Home in Cook, 
with visitation for one 
hour before the service. A 
lunch will follow the ser-
vice at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Cook. Arrange-
ments are with Mlaker Fu-
neral Home in Cook.

Butch was born in 
Mora on Oct. 4, 1940, to 
James and Arlene Cottrell. 
He grew up in McGrath 
and graduated in 1958. 
He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and was stationed 
in Colorado, Germany and 
Chicago from 1958 until 
1961. After the military, 
he returned to Minnesota 
where he found work as a 
lineman doing powerline 
construction, moving to 
and from several states in 
the Midwest.

Butch married Cleo 

Rude on June 11, 1966. 
Needing to go where the 
next powerline construc-
tion project happened 
to be, Butch moved his 
family to several different 
towns throughout Minne-
sota, North Dakota and Il-
linois. In November 1968, 
the family settled in Cook, 
while he was working 
for Spalj Construction of 
Crosby. The company was 
contracted to build a pow-
erline from Cook to Crane 
Lake. In April 1969, Jack 
Whiteside asked him to 
come to work for North-
ern Electric Cooperative. 
They moved to their cur-
rent home in September 
1969. Butch retired from 
Lake Country Power in 
August 2002. He was 
proud of the many people 
he helped by turning on 
their electricity. He often 
received thank-you cards 
from people who saw him 
working through the night, 
many times during terrible 
storms, to get their lights 
back on. When a trouble 
call came in, Butch would 
always go, no matter the 
time of day.

Butch enjoyed work-
ing in the garden, riding 
one of his numerous hors-
es, and taking saunas. He 
built his sauna from an 
old horse barn and was 
very proud of it. Butch 
attended the Effie Rodeo 
for many years. Watching 
old Westerns, especially 
Gunsmoke and Bonanza, 
was a favorite pastime and 
he could recite most of the 
dialogue on cue.

Butch learned to 
whitefish from his good 
friend, Rico Roivanen. 
Their smoked whitefish 
was always a big hit for 
those who ate it. Deer 
hunting season was a spe-
cial time of year, as well. 
He spent many years on 
Hinsdale Island hunting 
with family and friends. 
He also hunted near Ash 
Lake with relatives, and 
around home with his 
sons, daughter, son-in-law 
and grandchildren. After 
he retired, Butch would 
frequently attend games 
and events his grandchil-
dren were involved in. 
Getting rides behind a 
four-wheeler or on a horse 
are fond memories for all 
his grandkids.

While feeding the 
critters that wandered into 
the yard, he found sport 
in “weeding out” the ones 
that were offensive or just 
looking for a free meal. 

Despite keeping occupied 
with all of these daily rou-
tines, Butch never turned 
down an opportunity to 
help. He would give rides 
to appointments, a tug 
out of the ditch, or vis-
it a friend or relative. He 
enjoyed helping anyone 
he could. He instilled a 
strong work ethic in his 
kids and grandkids and 
always led by example, 
often outworking his kids 
in any activity, whether it 
was throwing bales or cut-
ting wood.

When asked what he 
thought should be in his 
obituary, Dad was quiet 
for a bit. He then asked, 
“Do you know what’s 
written under my year-
book picture?” We re-
sponded, “No, we do not.” 
His reply, “It says, ‘Any-
one want to hear a joke?’ 
You should use that.” So 
that’s what we did.

Rest easy and sleep 
quick, Grandpa Butch. 
You’ll be missed by many 
but your words will live 
on and give people a rea-
son to laugh and remem-
ber the good times.

Butch is survived by 
his wife, Cleo Cottrell; 
son, Del (Lisa) Cottrell 
and their children, Doug 
and Becca; son, Jerry 
(Natalie) Cottrell; daugh-
ter, Shelly (Mike) Flaten 
and their children, James 
“Jake” (Abby), Joe, Jen 
and Julia; son, Dan (Sta-
cy) Cottrell and their chil-
dren, Kayleigh and Clay; 
brothers, Bob Cottrell of 
Wheatland, Iowa, Jack 
Cottrell of Lost Nation, 
Iowa, and Dave (Nancy) 
Cottrell of Sauk Rapids; 
sister, Jan Cottrell of Mc-
Grath; several brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, nieces, 
nephews and cousins; and 
many friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his first wife, 
Betty (Roy) Cottrell; par-
ents, James and Arlene 
Cottrell; brother, Darel 
Cottrell; in-laws and other 
relatives.

Thomas E. Skubic 
Thomas Edward 

Skubic, 71, of Grand 
Junction, Colo., formerly 
of Virginia, died on Mon-
day, Jan. 17, 2022, at his 
home. A celebration of 
Tom’s life will take place 
at a later date in Minneso-
ta. Arrangements are with 
Callahan-Edfast Mortuary 
and Crematory in Grand 
Junction.

He is survived by his 

wife, Carol; son, Nick 
(Ashley) Skubic of Den-
ver, Colo.; daughter, Jen-
ny Skubic of Phoenix, 
Ariz.; stepsons, Paul Ran-
ta of Mt. Iron and Tyler 
(Katie) Ranta of Virginia; 
grandchildren, Annabel 
Skubic, Michael, Margo 
and Miller Ranta; sister, 
Ann (Bruce) Peterson of 
Duluth; brothers, Michael 
Skubic (Dianne French) 
of Virginia, Jim (Cyndy) 
Skubic and Paul Skubic, 
both of Tower; mother-in-
law, Doris Lappi of Cook; 
sisters-in-law, Brenda 
(Jim) Koskovich of Au-
rora and Elayne Lappi of 
Playas de Rosarito, Mex-
ico; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Melissa Brockman
Melissa “Missy” 

Brockman, 66, of Orr, 
passed away on Mon-
day, Jan. 17, 2022, at her 
home. Per Missy’s wish-
es, there will be no funer-
al service. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

Missy was born in La 
Crosse, Wis., on March 
21, 1955, to William and 
Ruth (Hoffman) McCaf-
frey. Missy grew up in La 
Crescent, Minn., graduat-
ing from La Crescent High 
School in 1973. Missy 
was united in marriage to 
Mike Brockman on April 
27, 1981, in Duluth. They 
moved to Dryden, Ontar-
io, Canada, and lived off 
the land for six years. The 
couple then moved to Orr 
in 1985 to start a family. 
Missy was employed as a 
housekeeper with North 
Country Inn for 20 years 
and Norman’s Hotel for 
two years, before she re-
tired in 2018.

Missy enjoyed living 
a quiet life tucked away 
at her home in the woods. 
She loved being a grand-
ma and looked forward to 
every photo, phone call 
and visit that came her 
way from them.

Missy fought a hard 
battle of Stage 4 lung 
cancer for almost four 
years. She lived a life 
full of love, adventure, 
and good memories. She 
loved her family and espe-
cially her grandchildren. 
Anyone who knew Missy 
knew she was a one-of-a-
kind, down-to-earth, and 
kind-hearted person. She 
will be deeply missed and 

always remembered.
Missy is survived 

by her loving husband, 
Mike Brockman; son, 
Matt (Lindsey) Brock-
man; daughter, Megan 
(Nate) Pierce; grandchil-
dren, Quinn and Owen 
Brockman, Lena, Boone 
and Hogan Pierce; three 
step-grandchildren, An-
nie, Sven and Lauryn 
Pierce; brother, Terry Mc-
Caffrey; and sister, Karen 
Reichert.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Wil-
liam “Bill” and Ruth Mc-
Caffrey; and brother, Tom 
McCaffrey.

Gabriele Pihlaja
Gabriele “Gaby” Es-

penschied Pihlaja, 74, of 
Cook, passed away on 
Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022. 
A funeral service will be 
held at noon on Tuesday, 
Feb. 1 at Mlaker Funeral 
Home in Cook. Visitation 
will be held one hour prior 
to the service. A luncheon 
will be held immediate-
ly following the service 
at the VFW in Cook. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home in 
Cook.

She is survived by 
her husband, Dennis Pi-
hlaja; daughter, Sheilah 
Pajunen; grandchildren, 
Anthony Jenkins and Jes-
sica Steventon (Kirkpat-
rick); great-grandchildren, 
Rowan Kirkpatrick, Em-
ory and Avery Steventon, 
and Janis Jenkins; sister, 
Annie Klein; niece, Pe-
tra (Robert) Weller; and 
many cousins.

John A. Debeltz
John Andrew De-

beltz, 83, a lifelong resi-

dent of Ely, passed away 
on Monday, Jan. 17, 2022, 
at the Ely Bloomenson 
Community Hospital 
surrounded by his wife, 
children, grandchildren, 
brother and pastor. A fu-
neral service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 29 at The Ely Gospel 
Church. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

John is survived by 
his wife, Cheryl Debeltz; 
children, John L. (Linda) 
Debeltz, Dawn (Marty) 
Chinander and Sherry 
Larson; grandchildren, 
Zach (Angie) Debeltz, 
Jesse Debeltz, Caitlin 
(Luke) Daniels and Sar-
ah Larson; sister, Jeanie 
Hasseblad of Nevada; and 
brothers, Jonathan (Cher-
yl) Debeltz of Wyoming, 
Jerome (Mary) Debeltz of 
Ely and Jerry Debeltz of 
Texas.

David M. Mayen 
David Michael May-

en, 76, of Babbitt, passed 
away from natural causes. 
A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date. 
Not one to wish people to 
be sad or serious, Dave’s 
wish was for people to 
celebrate his life with joy.

He is survived by his 
children, Russell Mayen, 
Debra (Craig) Pulley and 
Amber Mayen; mother of 
his children, Carol Saate-
la; grandchildren, Megan 
Pulley, Anna Mills and 
Morgan Entner; broth-
ers, Jeff Mayen, Michael 
(Joan) Mayen and Gary 
(Rayette) Mayen; and 
many nieces and nephews.
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At Ely Community Pharmacy, your 
health is our priority. Our on-site, 
pharmacist-led team is here to 
answer questions, help manage your 
medications and provide the expert 
care you need—with the personal 
touch you deserve.  

The service you deserve. 
The neighbors you trust.

328 West Conan Street, Ely, Minnesota 55731 | 218-365-8788
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Omron Blood Pressure 
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(private and shared baths) 
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REGIONAL— Open 
water is still months away 
here in the North Country, but 
reservations for permits in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness are now open. 
And anyone hoping to snag 
a permit for an overnight trip 
in the wilderness had better 
act quickly. The available 
permits, particularly for the 

most popular entry points, are 
often claimed quickly and can 
leave those who wait limited 
to only a handful of options. 

The U.S. Forest Service 
decision to reduce the number 
of permits this year is expected 
to make the competition even 
more fierce, so confirm your 
plans as soon as possible and 
make your reservations at 
recreation.gov or by calling 
1-877-444-6777. 

Permit  reservations 

opened on Wednesday, Jan. 
26, so many permits may 
already be reserved.

Due to the high demand 
for overnight permits, the 
Forest Service recommends 
that visitors hoping to obtain 
a permit have at least three 
travel options, with different 
dates or entry points in mind, 
in case your first choice is 
unavailable. 

Prior to making a res-
ervation, carefully consider 

whether a primitive wilder-
ness trip is the best option 
for your group. You can 
visit the Superior National 
Forest website to discover 
254 backcountry campsites, 
as well as dispersed camping 
areas, that provide a near 
wilderness experience with no 
fees or reservations required.
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COMMENT

BWCAW PERMITS

Act soon to reserve your overnight wilderness permit

At our feeders, this lone magpie is like the Rodney Dangerfield of birds

IN THE SWAMP

Regulars react to new kid on the block
BIRD BEHAVIOR

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

DNR seeks input 
on several deer 
permit areas

 Trails

It was minus-38 degrees 
Tuesday morning in the Lost 
Lake Swamp, cold enough 
to frost up eyelashes and 
eyebrows during an early 
morning snowshoe.
photo by M. Helmberger

A new bird that has become 
a regular at our feeders 
recently reminds me a bit 

of Rodney Dangerfield… he just 
gets no respect. It’s a black-billed 
magpie, and it’s the first time 
we’ve ever had one show up in 
our yard, at least that we’ve seen. 

It showed up first with a 
group of ravens that zeroed in 
on the remains of a deer carcass 
I had put out in back of the house. 
Magpies are a medi-
um-sized member 
of the corvid family, 
which includes jays, 
crows, and ravens, 
but their spectacularly 
long tails and striking 
color patterns, includ-
ing irridescent greens 
and blues, make them 
stand out in a crowd.

I suspect this par-
ticular magpie would 
have preferred to 
blend in, since his 
sudden appearance seemed to 
have set some of our other back-
yard visitors on edge. When he 
first started feeding on the cracked 
corn I spread on the ground, the 
red squirrels took offense, repeat-
edly chasing him off. He seemed 
to get the message, and after a 
few incidents, he started showing 
up when the squirrels weren’t 
around. But then he showed up 
when a ruffed grouse was eating. 
Normally shrinking violets when 
other birds are about (red squirrels 

like harassing the grouse, as well), 
the appearance of the magpie sent 
the grouse into an angry display, 
with tail spread, neck ruff extend-

ed, and wings flapping. 
He then charged the 
magpie, something I’d 
never seen any grouse do 
except when protecting 
young. 

Not surprisingly, 
the magpie has learned 
to avoid the grouse as 
well. 

I suspect the magpie 
is a juvenile, and proba-
bly fledged over on the 
west side of the Lost 
Lake Swamp, where 
the unbroken forest 

gradually transitions to more 
open country. Magpies generally 
prefer a mix of forest and fields, 
so they’ve long been regulars in 
the Little Fork Valley. Magpies 
are generally western birds, but 
their range extends to the east 
across northern Minnesota right 
about to the Cook area, which 
has generally been the cutoff for 
this bird, although they’re occa-
sionally seen to the east of there. 

Back when we still had 

open dumps, there used to be 
a small population of magpies 
around Soudan, but they disap-
peared about the time the dump 
was closed. Like other corvids, 
magpies are opportunistic scav-
engers, and can be found on 
roadkills, garbage dumps, or 
similar food sources. 

I’ll be curious to see how 
long our lone magpie hangs 

around. He’s been a regular for 
about a month now. Once spring 
arrives, I suspect he’ll move on 
to greener pastures, most likely 
to be found about a dozen miles 
west of here. Perhaps there he’ll 
finally get some respect.

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

REGIONAL— If you’re 
interested in deer manage-
ment in parts of the North 
Country, the DNR is seeking 
your input. The DNR is in the 
process of setting deer popu-
lation goals for several deer 
permit areas in northeastern 
Minnesota and they’re taking 
public comment on those 
goals through Feb. 13. 

Permit areas currently 
under consideration in the 
region include DPAs 117, 
118, 126, 130, 131, and 133. 

“We’re continuing with 
an online questionnaire this 
year and adding webinars for 
those who wish to connect 
directly with area wildlife 
managers on this topic,” said 
Barbara Keller, DNR big 
game program leader. 

Population goals estab-
lished in this process will 
provide direction for man-
agement in each goal-setting 
block for a 10-year period, 
with a midpoint review at the 
five-year mark. Goal blocks 
and the DPAs that comprise 
them are established based on 
similar habitat, land uses, deer 
populations and deer hunter 
distribution.

O n l i n e  f e e d b a c k 
opened on Monday, Jan. 24. 
Participants are asked to com-
plete an online questionnaire 
and indicate whether the deer 
population in a particular area 
should increase, decrease, or 
stay the same—and provide 
their rationale.

Details about each goal 
block, how to participate 
in the process, the webinar 
schedule, and how to access 
the questionnaire are listed on 
the DNR’s website (mndnr.
gov/mammals/deer/manage-
ment/population.html).

photos by M. Helmberger

Top: The magpie sits just 
outside the writer’s picture 
window.

Right:  In flight, the striking 
black and white patterns of 
the  magpie are visible. 

photos by M. Helmberger

REGIONAL– Recent 
snows and continued cold 
temperatures have left area 
snowmobile trails listed 
as “very good” around the 
area, the best rating of the 
season so far. 

According to  the 
Department of Natural 
Resources ,  bo th  the 
Arrowhead and Taconite 
trails are in very good shape, 
with a base of 1-8 inches 
and anywhere from seven 
to 23 inches of snow on the 
ground. 

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   
01/17     21     12     0.01     0.2”
01/18     22     14     0.08     1.4”
01/19     28     -3      0.18     2.5”
01/20      1     -32     0.00     
01/21      1     -10     0.00     
01/22     15     -6      0.04     0.6”
01/23      2     -37     0.00  
YTD Total       0.71    29.4”

01/17     21     16     0.00     
01/18     28      5      0.00     
01/19      3     -17     0.00     
01/20      1     -27     0.00     
01/21     16    -11     0.00     
01/22     16    -20     0.00     
01/23      3     -27     0.00                            
YTD Total         NA       NA 

01/17     21     12     0.01      0.2”
01/18     22     13     0.06      1.2”
01/19     28     -3      0.21      4.0”
01/20     -1     -24     0.00     
01/21     -2     -27     0.00     
01/22     15     -7      0.10      2.0”
01/23      0     -22     0.00 
YTD Total        0.70     51.8”

01/17     21     12     0.01     0.3”
01/18     23     15     0.05     2.8”
01/19     28     -1      0.14     2.7”
01/20      2     -29     0.00     
01/21      2     -31     0.00     
01/22     16     -6      0.02     0.8”
01/23      4     -34     0.00     
YTD Total      0.50    48.4”

01/17     21     12     0.00   
01/18     22     13     0.18     3.0”
01/19     28     -5      0.20     1.0”
01/20      1     -33     0.00     
01/21      1     -33     0.00     
01/22     15     -7      0.02     1.2”
01/23      2     -37     0.00             
YTD Total                0.65     36.9”   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

8  -9 18  1 19  7 23  125  11
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STORESTORE

6368 Highway 169
Tower, MN 55790
218.753.3868

Gas, Groceries, Pizza,
Convenience Foods, Gifts, 

The Ledge Liquor Store
24-Hour Pay At The Pump
SUN - THU: 5AM - 10PM 
FRI & SAT: 5AM – 12AM

PO Box 518, 210 S.
Highway 53, Cook

Office: 218-666-6183 
Home Office: 218-666-0144 

Mobile: 218-742-2369

Barb
Hegg 

   Associate Broker, GRI
barb@vermilionland.com

FREE
Market Analysis SLED RENTALS

218-753-3548
9482 Angus Rd, Tower

info@vermilionhouseboats.com

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
www.vermilionhouseboats.com

ZUP’S WAREHOUSE 
LIQUOR

Hours: Mon-Sat: 8-8
 Sun: 11-6

Huge selection of 
Beer, Wine & Liquor
Conveniently located next 

to Zup’s Grocery

1500 E. Sheridan St, Ely
218-365-3188145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN 

www.insularestaurant.com
218-365-4855

Serving
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Beer & Wine
(sled parking out back)

HOURS:
Tues thru Thurs: 8 to 8

Fri & Sat: 8 to 9
Closed Sun/Mon

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail

RESTAURANT & BAR
Cabins & Lodge Rooms

Satellite TV
Plenty of trailer parking!

FOOD • LIQUOR • GAS • OIL

www.melgeorges.com
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771  

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail
RESTAURANT & BAR

Cabins • Lodge Rooms • Satellite TV

Plenty of Trailer Parking

NEW Log Cabin
with Jacuzzi & fireplace

NEW 2 Log Cabins
with Lofts & fireplace

FOOD  -  LIQUOR  -  GAS  -  OIL

EXPLORE THE BACK COUNTRY

Experience Extreme Snowmobiling
and the Comfort

of Elephant Lake Lodge.

www.melgeorges.com 
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771

800-205-9001 • 218-374-3621

B&B
OPEN

Year-Round!

Right off the Taconite Trail
between Tower & Ely...

next to Soudan’s Only Store!

• Comfy, cozy rooms
• Great rates • Wifi

• Continental breakfast

PROJECT/CLASSROOM
PARTY ROOM

BOOK THE ENTIRE INN!
218-753-2333
30 Center Street, Soudan

Embarrass

Taconite Spur
Trail W.

Tomahawk Trail

Stony Spur Trail

Taconite
Spur

Trail N.

Iron Ore
Trail

Fishing Lakes
Trail

Putnam Lake
Trail

Black Bear
Spur Trail

Wolf  Track
Trail

Arrowhead
Trail

Bearskin
Trail

Taconite Trail

Orr
Spur
Trail

Voyageur
Trail

Voyageur
Crane Lake

Trail
Voyageur

Country Trail

10

1

8

See Virtual Tours & Every 
Property On The Market 
On Our Easy Map Search!

JanischRealty.com
(218) 780-6644

Check Out These...

2 5

6 7 8

     Snowmobile HOT SpotsSnowmobile HOT Spots    SnowmobileSnowmobile  HOTHOT  SpotsSpots

14 15

4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 
www.ovesonpelican

ovepelicanlakeresortandinn.com
1-800-860-3613 • 218-757-3613

Snowmobiles
Welcome!
Fireside Lobby

Bar & Restaurant
FREE Wi-Fi

Swimming Pool
& Hot Tub

9

Tower, MN
Hwy. 169 on the left as 

you enter Tower from the west.
 218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Direct Access to
Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

10

The

SNOWMOBILES WELCOME
COMFORTABLE ROOMS

AFFORDABLE RATES

Cable
& WiFi

320 S Hwy 53
Cook • MN

(218) 666-2272
vermilionhotel.com

3

Take-Out 666-0500

Great Food!
THURS: NOON-7 PM
Burgers & Fried Food
FRI: NOON-7 PM
Burgers, Chili,
Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Soup
SAT/SUN: NOON-6 PM
Burgers, Chili,
Cheesy Chicken Tortellini Soup

206 1st St SW, Cook, MN 

COOK

11 12

3
4

5

6

7

9

11

13

12

13

14

15

2

4

FOOD
LODGING
NORTH STAR BAR
PREMIUM GAS

1

Area Trail Conditions
Taconite Trail
Very Good Condition, Groomed
1-7” base, 7-21” snow on ground

Arrowhead Trail
Very Good Condition, Groomed
1-8” base, 8-23” snow on ground
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EMPLOYMENT

Subscribe 
Today

Call 
(218) 753-2950 
www.timberjay.com

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Activities
PT & Casual Activities Assistant
Environmental Services
Casual Laundry Aide
Casual Housekeeping & Laundry
Dietary
FT Dietary Aide/Cook

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

The Cook Hospital is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse ($4,000 Sign-On 
Bonus/$35.17 starting wage)
Central Supply
FT Central Supply Assistant
Nursing
FT RN House Supervisor
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
at $16.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)
PT RN/LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Work at the
TIMBERJAY!

The Timberjay has an opening for a part-time 
staffer to work in our Tower office. Duties 
include general office work, local reporting, 
editing of community notices, page layout, 
photography, and more. Lots of variety, flex-
ible hours as long as work gets done by our 
deadline. Job would be about 12 hours a week 
(Tuesday through Thursday), with more hours 
available if desired. Looking for someone who 
enjoys working in a fast-paced environment, 
has good attention to detail, and enjoys deal-
ing with the public. Job requires office com-
puter skills (typing, email, familiarity with basic 
software programs). We will train the right 
candidate on graphics/page layout software.

For more information, call Jodi at 218-753-
2950 (office), 218-750-3513 (cell), or email 
editor@timberjay.com.

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE
at the

TOWER SOUDAN INSURANCE AGENCY

We are looking for a full-time employee with 
good customer service skills, computer skills 
and willing to be trained as an agent in the 
insurance industry. This employee would be 
taking care of customer’s insurance needs 
along with other general office duties.  

This job would be for 40 hours a week, and 
would include holiday, vacation and sick pay.

If interested, please call 218-753-2101 or 
e-mail tsagency@frontiernet.net.               1/28

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Public Health and Human 

Services Advisory Committee 
The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
will be making eight (8) appointments to the 
St. Louis County Public Health and Human 
Services (PHHS) Advisory Committee.  The 
primary function of the PHHS Advisory 
Committee is to make recommendations to 
the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
and the St. Louis County Public Health and 
Human Services Department relative to the 
public health and human service needs of St. 
Louis County communities and residents. In 
addition to at-large members and those repre-
senting each district, two tribal members serve 
representing the Fond du Lac Band and Bois 
Forte Band and two County Commissioners. 
The Committee is supported by the Public 
Health and Human Services and the Public 
Health Director.  Two (2) vacancies exist in 
District 1; one (1) vacancy exists in District 2; 
one (1) vacancy exists in District 3; one (1) 
vacancy exists in District 5; one (1) vacancy 
exists in District 6; two (2) vacancies are 
At-Large appointments.  All appointments are 
for two-year terms that will expire on 12/31/23.  

The Committee meets virtually, quarterly - cur-
rently the second Wednesday of the second 
month of each quarter from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon. Members receive a fifty dollar per diem 
and mileage reimbursement (if/when meetings 
return to hybrid status) for each meeting they 
attend. Applicants must be a St. Louis County 
resident. Particularly welcome are representa-
tives from diverse communities and represent-
ing the full range of health and human service 
programs areas. 

Persons interested in serving on this commit-
tee should submit an application by February 
25, 2022 to: Phil Chapman, Clerk of County 
Board, St. Louis County Courthouse, 100 
North 5th Avenue West, Room 214, Duluth, 
MN 55802 or by email at chapmanp@stlouis-
countymn.gov 

To apply online, go to www.stlouiscountymn.
gov/clerk and click “Application for Citizen 
Advisory Committee”. Paper applications are 
also available in the County Auditor’s Office 
in the Duluth Courthouse and the Government 
Services Center in Virginia, and in the Ely 
Government Services Building, or by emailing 
chapmanp@stlouiscountymn.gov or calling 
218-726-2385.

NANCY NILSEN, COUNTY AUDITOR-
TREASURER

BY:  Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 21 & 28, 2022

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST

Computer skills and people skills a must!
Drop off your resume at Peshel Accounting, 

1704 E. Camp St., Ely or call 218-365-2424. tfn

BREITUNG WATER 
AND SEWER 
CUSTOMERS 

Please be advised that at the Breitung Water 
& Sewer Commission meeting on December 
27, 2021 the Board approved an increase of 
$5.00 per month for the water and sewer rates 
for customers.  The Water Commission has 
not increased its rates since January 2018 
and at this time needed to adjust the rates 
to cover increases in infrastructure improve-
ments and the Tower/Breitung Waste Water 
Board rate increases.
 
Breitung Water and Sewer Commission

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 21 & 28, 2022

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT MEETING
The Bearville Township Board of Audit is 
scheduled for Wednesday,  February 23, 
2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town 
Hall. This meeting will consist of auditing 
the books for the year ending December 
31, 2021 and preparing proposed lev-
ies to submit to the Annual Town Meeting. 
 
The Bearville Township Board of Supervisors 
2022 March meeting is re-scheduled to 
Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville 
Town Hall.   

All meetings are open to the public. 

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 2022

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
 Positions are available in 

Sales and Production
 Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and 

Year-Round positions available       
 Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing 
employees a safe and fun work 

atmosphere  in Ely, MN for 35 years. 

Email officeassist@mukluks.com 
or call 365-6634 to join the team! tfn

PUBLIC NOTICES
CALL FOR BIDS

The Stuntz Bay Association is calling for bids for the remov-
al and replacement of the permanent dock and cribs at the 
Stuntz Bay Boat Landing. 
 Please submit bids to:
 Stuntz Bay Association
 Dock and Crib Bid
 PO Box 102, Soudan, MN 55782
Bids are due by Feb. 9, 2022.
Any questions, call Dan at 218-969-6374.

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 28 & Feb. 4, 2022



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church, Acacia 
Blvd. and Central Drive in 
Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat/Sun: Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED- COOK 
NEEDED- full-time or part-time 
at Melgeorge’s on Elephant 
Lake. WEEKEND CABIN 
CLEANERS also needed. Call 
218-374-3621.   tfn

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

Sell It
Here

Sell It
HERE

Find It
HERE

Great 

Coverage

Affordable

Rates

218-753-2950

SHOVELING
NEED YOUR SIDEWALK 
SHOVELED? Call Jordan 
Rice at 218-404-5762. Tower-
Soudan in-town areas. 1/28nc

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/23/2022 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com


 
 
 
 
 












Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

@timberjay.com

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

Call about the 26% tax credit!

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

HOURS: 8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

For a free estimate & consultation, give us a call today. 

Cold weather
    got you down?

CALM  YOURSELF...
TUBS
SHOWERS
FLOORING
SINKS

1-844-741-0381

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 

slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 

breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0253

Our service is at no cost to you, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and providers.

Find the right senior living option 
for your mom or dad with our  
free personalized process

1-888-970-1295

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

We’ve Got Winter Essentials
Sand-In-a-Tube  •  ICe MeLT
          SofTener SaLTS

          bIrd Seed

Keep A Clean Strong Roof!
All Winter Long...

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Minnsnowta
Roof Razor


