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New concerns raised over sewer plant

Critics cite pollution violations, lack of transparency

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

CRANE LAKE-—
Over the past two decades
the Crane Lake Water and
Sewer District (CLWSD)
has spent millions of tax-
payer dollars to build and

operate their, at times,
controversial wastewater
treatment facility, all in the
name of cleaner water.
They’vefacedcriticism
from local residents con-
cerned about high monthly
rates and even bigger tax
assessments. Longtime

sewer district board chair
Bob Scott has been called
“a dictator,” and worse,
by some of those unhappy
residents. Experts from the
University of Minnesota,

who were initially hired to A scene from Crane Lake’s Gold Coast highlights the community’s high
traffic during the summer that has been cited as one reason for pollution

See..SEWER pg. 9

Making
it fun to
g0 to the
dump

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

REGIONAL -
Anybody who has ever
been out to the St. Louis
County Solid Waste
Transfer Station on
Hwy. 21 between Ely
and Babbitt has likely
met Duane “Archie”
Archibald. Archie has
worked for the county
for about 23 years, and
21 of those years of
service have been at the
Northwoods location.

One of Archie’s
biggest fans recently
told the Timberjay areal
“Grinch” story involving
Archie and his menagerie
of discarded items col-
lected from the dump’s
customers for the wild-
life-feeding sanctuary

See..]JUNK pg. 12

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY — Sulfide mining
was the top local issue on
the agenda last week when
the Community Economic
Development Joint Powers

ONE MAN’S TRASH ...

Archie’s
menagerie

Y

\ .

Board convened with the
Ely area’s state legislators.

Thelocal Joint Powers
board, made up of elected
officials from the city

photos by K. Vandervort

Duane “Archie” Archibald maintains what he refers
to as a “menagerie” of unwanted items left at the
St. Louis County Solid Waste Transfer Station on
Highway 21 south of Ely. It seems that some cus-
tomers have been known to help themselves to the
collection of garden art, bird feeders and other
decorative items he has collected and displayed
over the years. He sure would like them back.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Not all Ely Joint Powers members pleased with last-minute vote

of Ely, city of Winton,
Morse Township, Fall
Lake Township, and the
Ely School District, uses
the annual event to discuss

Another sulfide mining resolution draws criticism

various issues of individual
and collective interest with
county, state and federal
officials.

Ely Mayor Roger

violations at the wastewater treatment facility. Timberjay file photo

ENERGY

Lake Gountry:
Price of power
to rise in 2022

Hike needed to bridge
$5.6 million shortfall

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— The price of power
is heading higher for customers of Lake
Country Power, beginning in April. The
electric cooperative’s board of directors
voted last week to approve higher rates
for general service customers in order to
bridge a $5.6 million revenue shortfall in
their 2022 budget.

“We are keenly aware that any rate
increase will have an impact on our
members,” says Tracy Peterson Wirtanen,
Lake Country Power’s chief financial
officer. “As a cooperative, we make every
effort to keep our member owners front of
mind, especially when making difficult
decisions.”

A Lake Country Power press statement
cites changing economic issues resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic that have
pushed material costs over 30 percent
higher and outside labor costs about 10
percent higher.

“In order to maintain our high level
of providing safe and reliable electric
service, we have no choice but to deal with
rising inflation, which s affecting somany
businesses including the power industry,”
said Mark Bakk, the cooperative’s general
manager.“We have successfully been able
to keep rates flat for several years, but we
are simply out of options.”

Lake Country Power’s increase comes
just weeks after its power supplier, Great
River Energy, announced that it would
be lowering its wholesale cost of power
to the electric cooperatives its serves in
Minnesota. Great River indicated that its

See..POWER pg. 12

olution stated that Twin
Metals expended more
than $500 million preparing

Skraba introduced a res-
olution in support of the
proposed Twin Metals
Minnesota copper nickel
mining project. The res-

NORTHWOODS

O NI A TS ™
piragis.com

Your Holiday Shopping Destination
Gifts for Everyone who loves the Outdoors
WINTER GEAR AND GUIDES AVAILABLE FOR RENT

You’ll find it all at Piragis Northwoods Company 105 N Central Ave.
218 - 365 - 6745

piragis.com

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

boundarywaterscatalog.com s |o 4879

an operating plan for an
underground copper nickel
mine in the Rainy River

See...ELY pg. 11
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Ruby’s Pantry food distribution

COOK- The next Ruby’s Pantry will be a drive-
through food distribution at the old Cook School
parking lot on Thursday, Jan. 13 from 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Please give a $20 cash donation at the door. Ruby’s
Pantry is sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of
Alango.

Dream Quilters will meet Jan. 6
TOWER-Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet
Thursday, Jan. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Martin’s Catholic
Church in Tower. Masks continue to be encouraged.
Social distancing is available for those who prefer
it. The program topic, the use of crayons in quilt
designs, will be presented by Alberta Whitenack and
Vickie Lange. Visitors are welcome.

Erie Mining history hooks for sale hy

Tower-Soudan Historical Society

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan Historical Society
has a book about the history of the Erie Mining
Company, a beautiful, hard-cover, award-winning
book. Purchase price is $45. Contact Linda at 218-
750-0193 to reserve your copy and arrange a pick-
up.

»This book has 352 full-color pages with
photos, maps, charts, graphs, and vivid text.

> It contains recollections of former employees,
family members, and people linked with the Erie
Mining Company.

> It has a fold-out timeline of historical events
and production statistics.

»Book purchase includes internet access to over
150 oral interview transcripts, company newspaper
articles, photos, organization charts, and more!

Juniper is looking for volunteers to

conduct Live Well classes

REGIONAL- Did you know that 80 percent of
all adults ages 65 and older have at least one chronic
health condition? If you or a loved one have ongoing
health concerns such as chronic pain, diabetes,
depression, cancer, or have recently fallen, Juniper
can help. Through local community networks,
Juniper is delivering workshops in communities
throughout the state. Workshops are proven to help
adults to manage chronic conditions, prevent falls,
and live well.

If you are interested in becoming a class leader,
Juniper is looking for volunteers who will educate,
motivate, and inspire. No experience? No worries!
We provide training in the program that’s right for
you. Registration is now open for our January train-
ings. Space is limited, so sign up today.

A Live Well with Chronic Conditions Online
Leader Training will be held Jan. 18 — March 3,
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-4 p.m.

A Powerful Tools for Caregivers Online Leader
Training will be held Jan. 31 - Feb. 4, from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m.

To learn more, call 218-969-5734 or email
gmarsalla@yourjuniper.org.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

4 Happy New Year from_q.g_ to YOU!
[ |

_—
! All furniture ma§ not be as shown.

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY
AVAILABLE
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AndersonFurnltureCompany com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN « 218-741-9356

WE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLES

Happy New Year from all of us at Waschke!
2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT AWD

MSRP $39,240
Customer Cash-$500
Red Tag

Bonus Cash* $500
NOW $38,240

*And Get 2.49% APR o N/

*2.49% APR up to 72 months on approved credit with GM Financial. Not compatible with all offers.
**Red Tag Bonus Cash not combatible with all offers. Must take delivery by1/3/2022.

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY

2018 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD........ JustIn!...... $31,990
2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD.45K Miles.. $29,990

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

CLOSED JAN.1 & 2
W WASCHKE FAMILY  jRs: \1-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

CHEVROLET< COOK 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN
- e 218-666-5901 » 1-800-238-4545

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW!!!

VERMILION CLUB
& POORGARY'’S PIZZA

Celebrate With Us! |

LIVE MUSIC
8:30-12:30

a7/ F0OD & DRINK
SPECIALS

Dining Room Hours:
Wed. & Thurs: 3 PM-9 PM; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-9 PM

WEEKENDS...BAR OPEN UNTIL 1 AM

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant | 753-5707 Pizza

Brinyl,

Reservations Appreciated * Take Out Available

LYRIC CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Rich Mattson and Germame Gemherlmg concent, Jan 6

., ’
Rich Mattson and Germaine Gemberling will perform at the Lyric Center for the Arts in Virginia on
Thursday, Jan. 6 at 7 p.m., as part of the Queen City First Thursday Art Crawl. Advanced tickets are
required and available at lyriccenterforthearts.org. COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place for all
attendees. submitted photo

VIRGINIA- The Lyric
Center for the Arts in
Virginia, an entity of the
Laurentian Arts and Culture
Alliance, is hosting popular
music duo Rich Mattson
and Germaine Gemberling
at7 p.m.on Thursday,Jan. 6
as partof the Queen City Art
Crawl. Advanced tickets
are required and available
atlyriccenterforthearts.org.
COVID-19 safety proto-
cols will be in place for all
attendees, and the concert

will be limited to 30 people.

“We are very excited
to be featuring Rich and
Germaine as part of the
First Thursday Art Crawl
atthe Lyric,” said executive
director Paul M. Gregersen.
“They are treasured musi-
cians based right here on
the Range and their music
resonates with just about
everybody.”

The Art Crawl is a
monthly event that features
local artists, musicians, and

performers to celebrate the
region’s creative communi-
ty and small businesses. It
is held the first Thursday
of each month from 4-7
p-m. and takes place on
Chestnut Street in down-
town Virginia. The events
are family friendly. The
Mattson and Gemberling
concert will conclude the
evening.

Beer and wine will be
available for purchase at
the event.

“We anticipate 2022 to
be a bounce-back year for
the arts in our community
after almost 24 months of
the pandemic,” Gregersen
said. “This is an opportunity
to enjoy a night out on the
town, in the safest envi-
ronment possible, to enjoy
music, art, and community.
Area artists and art lovers
deserve this as we begin the
new year.”

REGIONAL- Travel
around the holiday season
is forecasted to rebound
13 percent from last
year. Many Americans
are ready to reunite with
loved ones for the holidays.
However, the year-end
holidays can be a time
filled with many potential
hazards in and around the
home.

“Since safety is at the
heartof whatwedoat AAA,
we want to share a few

| importantreminderstokeep

everyone safe throughout
the holiday season,” said
Meredith Mitts, spokesper-
son, AAA-The Auto Club
Group. “The holidays can
quickly turn tragicif you’re
notcareful. Whether you’re
in the kitchen or behind the
wheel, AAAurges youtobe
patient, avoid distractions
and pay close attention to
your surroundings.”

Home fires

Cooking is the leading
cause of all residential
building fires and injuries,
with Thanksgiving being
the worst day of the year
followed closely behind
by Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. The number
one cause of cooking fires
is leaving the kitchen unat-
tended — something that’s
easily avoided. A few key
steps can keep you, your
home, and your loved ones
safe:

>»Have someone on
cooking duty at all times.
If you have to leave, turn
off cooking equipment first.

»Limit distractions by
planning television time,
video chats, chores, and
other activities outside of
meal preparation time.

HOLIDAY SAFETY
AAA offers tips to keep you safe from holiday hazards

Several hazards are possible during the hustle and bustle of the holiday season

» Smother grease fires
with a metal lid or baking
soda. Never use water.
Make sure to turn off the
heat first.

»>If a fire starts in the
oven, turn off the heat and
keep the oven door closed.

>» Everyone loves
hanging out in the kitchen,
which can lead to bumps,
spills, and other injuries
— especially when kids
are involved. To minimize
accidents and divert traffic,
putsnacks, games, and toys
in another room.

»If you are sleepy or
have consumed too much
alcohol, step away from
cooking and designate a
“driver” to take the lead.

>»Keep dish towels,
oven mitts, paper products,
and other flammable mate-
rials away from heat.

»Have a fully func-
tional fire extinguisher
handy for emergencies.

Potential holiday fire
hazards are not isolated to
the kitchen. Holiday lights,
decorations and Christmas
trees can greatly increase
fire risk, if you’re not
careful. Between 2015-
2019, U.S. fire departments
responded to an average
160 home fires that started
with Christmas trees per
year and there were another
790 home structure fires per
year thatbegan with decora-
tions. Electrical distribution
or lighting equipment was
involved in almost half
of home Christmas tree
fires. Nearly one in five
Christmas tree fires was
started by decorative lights,
and candles caused 45
percent of home decoration
fires in December.

We Wish You The Happiest of Holidays!

from Oveson’s Pelican Lake Resort & Inn

W|nn|ng Artist  Alexander Johnson
Grade 4

Knowing this, AAA
recommends:

»Inspect your holiday
lights for frayed wires,
broken bulbs or loose con-
nections.

» Proactively place
your tree away from fire-
places, radiators, and other
heat sources.

» Remove anything
flammable from the area
around candles, and place
them in jars, glasses, or
on ceramic plates when
possible to keep the flame
more enclosed.

»Double-check smoke
detectors, ensuring batter-
ies are fresh and the detector
is functioning

» Unplug and snuff
lights, candles and fires
before leaving the room or
house for extended periods
of time or going to bed for
the night.

Theft

Another common
hazard that occurs through-
out the holiday season is
theft. Around this time of
year theftcan come in many
forms, including home
break-ins, packages stolen
from porches, vehicle thefts
and even vehicles being
broken into. If valuables,
such as shopping bags and
gifts, are left in plain sight
they can be attractive to
smash-and-grab burglars.

“When leaving your
vehicle in a parking lot,
make sure shopping bags
and gifts are not visible
through the car window,”
added Mitts. “Putting your
bags in the trunk or another
place where they are not
visible can help prevent
vehicle break-ins.”

Traffic crashes

Busy parking lots are
another holiday hazard.
It’s important to be aware
and focused while travel-
ing through parking lots
to help avoid collisions.
Also, traffic on the road-
ways is more likely to
increase during this time of
year, whether it’s running
holiday errands or travel-
ing on the highway to visit
family and loved ones.
AAArecommends limiting
distractions when driving.
This is especially important
in heavy traffic or con-
gested areas. Remember
to check weather forecasts
to be aware of any wintry
weather that may occur.

Here are a few addi-
tional tips to help you
avoid distractions out on
the roadways:

>»Put it away. Place
your mobile device out of
sightto prevent temptation.

»Know where you’re
going. Ifusing anavigation
system, program the desti-
nation before driving.

>» Ask passengers
for help. If riding with
someone, seek their help
to navigate, make a call or
send a message.

» Pull over. If you
must call or text while on
the road, pull off the road
safely and stop first.

»Be agood passenger.
Speak out if the driver of
your vehicle is distracted.

> Activate Do Not
Disturb. Setting up this
feature on an iPhone or
Android device will prevent
calls from coming in while
you’re driving.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS T0 YOU!
fmm 60014 VFW

o

Surfs ypi

Winning Artist » Er mﬁ/n Theel
GRADE 6



THE TIMBERJAY

December 31,2021 3

by JonI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- An
unplanned semester off
from college has given
Vermilion Country School
graduate Jules Schmidt the
chance to help a younger
generation of charter school
students learn about art,
create art, and see what
career possibilities an art
education can give.

Schmidt is a sopho-
more at SUNY-Fredonia
in upstate New York. She
graduated from both VCS
and Vermilion Community
College in 2020, earning
her AA degree through the
post-secondary enrollment
option.

“My classesatFredonia
remind me a lot of my time
at VCS,” she said. “There
are a lot of professors and
other staff there to help the
students with their proj-
ects.” Schmidt is majoring
in animation illustration,
with a minor in creative
writing. She is currently
looking into internship
opportunities with larger
animation companies.

Schmidt contracted
COVID-19 at college last
March, and had to take
medical leave as she strug-
gled with effects from “long
COVID,” so she moved
back to her home in Ely.

“Now I’verecovered,”
she said. “And I wanted to
work.”

She is volunteering
three days a week at VCS,
introducing students to art
theory and appreciation,
helping build the students’
vocabulary and awareness
of art techniques, as well
as leading students on
hands-on art projects. She
is also writing curriculum
for other teachers to use to
continue the students’ art
education once she is back
in college this winter.

The week before
Christmas she was teaching
students how to critique a
work of art, using one of
her own not-quite-finished
pieces. Step-by-step she
set up the framework and
vocabulary to talk about a
piece of art, regardless of
whether or not someone

likes the art itself.

Afterwards, she was
guiding students who were
working in small groups
creating three-dimensional
sculptures out of cardboard.
Glue guns, duct tape, and
cutters were all in use as
students followed the plans
they had each sketched
out. Students’ projects
included a small village,
a three-dimensional cat
tower, a doghouse, and a
fish sculpture. Once the
cardboard creations are
finished, they will be either
painted or covered with
paper-mache.

“I’m really having
fun,” she said. “I like the
students. They respond so
well to me, I think, because
I am much younger than
their other teachers.”

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

Graduate returns as volunteer “aﬂISI-IIl I‘BSI(IBIIGB”

Schmidt’s mother,
Karin Schmidt, is the lan-
guage arts teacher at VCS,
but also teaches music,
art, and theater throughout
the school year. Jules said
she hears from her mother
that the students do enjoy
working with her.

“It is a little bit weird
being back here,” she said.
“But I really like watching
the students work on their
own projects.”

Jules will have spent
a total of six weeks volun-
teering before she returns
to her classes in New York
in late January.

Julessaid herartclasses
at VCC gave her the confi-
dence she needed to pursue
adegreeinthe creative arts.
“I told my drawing teacher
Chris Koivisto I was inter-
ested in doing hand-drawn
animation and he told me I
could do that.”

Incollege she has taken
foundational art department
classes. Her favorite so far
has been the digital foun-
dations class, where she
learned to use Photoshop
and Adobe Illustrator, and
projects included creating
emojis and stickers. “I
pickeditupreally quickly,”
she said. This spring she
is taking a full load as an
honors student, including
drawing and illustration
classes, art history, fiction
writing, and an honors
class on the local natural
environment.

“I was definitely
well prepared to start this
program,” she said. “The
project-based learning at
VCS taught me to initi-
ate my own learning and
be self-motivated. And
the PSEO experience at
VCC helped me learn how
college worked, while I was
still in the comfort of my

Above: Jules Schmidt (also at left) helps Brandi with her project, an intricate
three-dimensional play tower for her cat.

Above:

Anna and Ally show Jules
their progress on their
separate projects.

Right:

Caleb Ramponi gets to
work on his project.
photos by J. Summit

own home.”

Jules said her current
college experience really
does remind her of her time
at the charter school. She
will be back home in Ely
this summer, working as a
guide at Northern Tier High
Adventure Camp.

REAL ESTATE

A—
o RE/MAX

Lake Country

we 218-757-3233
www. TheLakeCountry.com

VERMILION

Real Estate  Apma aisals

Sales are great!
WE NEED
NEW LISTINGS!

Contactusforafree
property evaluation.

218-666-5352

Pickerel Lake, Effie-$69,900 4.13 acres with 422 / info@bicrealty.com www.bicrealty.com

ft of shoreline on Pickerel Lake near Deer Lake.
MLS#141001

0Orr-$79,900 8 wooded acres on the Vermilion
River with 324 ft of shoreline. MLS#141328

Orr-$155,000 61 wooded acres on the Crane
Lake Rd with mowed trails throughout the land.
MLS#142631

0rr-$69,900 Ash River lots in Bear Ridge on Ash
River CIC. Each lot comes with shared commum(t}/
septic, shared water from central pumphouse an
electric. These utilities already run to each site.
Ownership also gives you access to private docks
on 155 ft of shared shoreline, a rersonal slip,
gazebo near lake with grill and 1/10 share of all
common areas.

BABBITT Updated 3 BR, 2 BA energy-efficient
home wi/large 720 sq ft garage and large fenced-
in backyard. Open kit/DR and large LR windows.
MLS #142346 PRICE REDUCED! $108,000

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

Elbow Lake-$69,000 2.3 acre boat-access lot on .vvww.verm}l}onland.com
Elbow Lake, with 228 ft of lakeshore. MLS#141517 info@vermilionland.com

# Tower: 218-753-8985

HOBODY IN THE

LAKE VERMILION Water-access 4 acres w/dock.
Evaluated for future septic system. MLS# 141336
$139,000

LAKE VERMILION-COOK 11+ acres undeveloped
w/views of Frazer Bay. Several flat and level build-

ing sites w/potential for panoramic lake views. MLS
#139543 SOLD! Listed at $74,500

We will be closed Friday Dec. 31 for
New Year’s Eve. We wish you and your
family a very Happy New Year from all

SELLS MORE of us at B.l.C. Realty!
RE/MAX wis @ ||z
/ o 2 wmis #is We sell the North! ©

AAAAAAA “As measured by residential transaction sides.” e

JANISCH

— REALTY
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”
The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Resolve to move heyond the chaos of the day

As 1 was and solemni-
scrolling ty, this past
through my September
Facebook news we collec-
feed the other tively marked
day, I ran across the tragic
a meme that deaths of
seemed familiar, nearly 3,000
apicture ofarow people who
of porta-potties died in the
engulfed in horrific ter-

flames with the

rorist attacks

caption “If 2021 of 9/11, and
was a scented coLB“RN rightly so. Yet
candle ....” more than266

Aquick Google search  times that many have died

ensued, and sure enough,
those toasty toilets had
already made the social
mediarounds last year, then
captioned “If 2020 was a
scented candle ....”

Welcome, it seems, to
our new normal.

Common to both years
has been the unrelenting
coronavirus pandemic.
More mind-boggling to
me than the loss of more
than 800,000 American
lives, including more than
10,000 Minnesotans, is the
callousness of how readily
so many people accept and
dismiss them.

With great fanfare

Thanks to all
who raised
concerns about
Rep. Stauber

since the start of the pan-
demic, more than 5,000 on
a single day last February.

But because they
haven’t been gathered
together by the hundred
and thousands when they
passed, there’s been no
coming together as a
nation to mourn. Perhaps
that’s because there’s no
closure, no end in sight,
and no malevolent enemy
to blame. Surely, some
people have tried to place
the blame on China, and as
a result many have lashed
out with unjustified malice
toward people closer at
hand- hate crimes against

Asian Americans rose 76
percent in 2020 and con-
tinued apace in 2021.
Equally as tragic to
me is how a virus that does
not discriminate based on
party affiliation has become
politically weaponized.
The pandemic in the U.S.
has inflamed a nasty, bitter
political divide the likes
of which I don’t think
we’ve seen as a nation in
my 60-plus years on the
planet. To be sure, that
divide had been growing
for nearly three decades,
but the current level of
vitriol, particularly from
many conservatives, is as
bad if not worse than that
of the fever-pitched witch
hunts of the McCarthy era.
The government-dic-
tated lockdowns and
restrictions and mandates
implemented to combat
the pandemic provided
fertile fuel for a firestorm
of extremist rhetoric and
actions that have pitted
American against each
other. For most of my
life, Republicans and
Democrats staked out their
positions without acting as

Letters from Readers

anger over his poor voting
decisions for those of

us who live in northern
Minnesota. I have only
received canned respons-
es written by his staff that
have not addressed one

Thank you to the issue I have raised. I now
many folks on the Iron no longer feel alqne. We
Range who paid for and must support a viable can-

wrote the ad on the back
page of the Timberjay
calling out Rep. Pete
Stauber for his total
dereliction of duty to
those he serves in the
Eighth District. I have
felt like a lone voice in
the wilderness as I have
emailed him many times

didate to run against him
and put all our efforts to
return this beautiful dis-
trict to someone who will
work for OUR best inter-
ests, not the interests of
the dangerous Trumpers.
Pete either supports
Donald Trump or he sup-
ports us. Let’s make the

All T need to
do is watch
NBC news

When talking about
Eagles Nest Township
services at the Dec. 21
board of supervisors
meeting, do not lecture

me about national politics.

You, and I mean everyone
on the board, allowed this
to happen. It made my
stomach turn, and being
on the fire department
since the Mother’s Day
Fire long ago, I’ve seen a
few things and they don’t
compare to this at all. I

ifthey were mortal enemies.
That’s no longer the case.
Officials who have acted
to protect public health
have been hung or burned
in effigy, and to those
opposed to any restric-
tions, those who support
them are un-American,
anti-freedom, socialists,
fascists, etc. They’re the
enemies of America and
“true” American “patriots.”
Of course, this is some-
thing that goes well beyond
mere reactions to the pan-
demic. Some would blame
Donald Trump, but I see
him more as a dangerous
and willing catalyst for
extremism that had been
building well before his first
campaign for president.
Trumpdidn’tcreate the
discontent, buthe embraced
it, amplified it, gave voice
to it at the highest level.
He demonized his oppo-
nents as un-American,
right down to a campaign
survey where respondents
were given the choice to
identify as “American” or
“Democrat.” He won the
embrace of evangelical
Christians who would have

ings anymore. All I need
to do is watch NBC news,
and I will know where the
township is heading.
Keep it local.
I feel a belch coming
in the future.
Rob Mattson
Assistant Chief
Eagles Nest Fire
Department

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!

scorned any Democrat who
behaved as he did as the
Antichrist.

His deliberate self-ag-
grandizing and malicious
attempts to undermine the
integrity of our electoral
system, to proclaim that he
could only lose if there was
massive voter fraud and
then persist in his fraudu-
lent claim that it happened
despite any evidence at
all, have caused the U.S.
Capitol to come under
violentsiege and threatened
the very foundation of our
representative democracy.

These divisions are
difficult enough to deal
with in “normal” times.
With the added stress and
uncertainties of the pan-
demic sapping our strength
and vision, it’s virtually
impossible to make any
headway.

And so, the image of
Johnny-on-the-Spots going
up in flames rings too sadly
true for the present day.

But now is that time of
year we always look to the
future. It’s atime we engage
in the age-old tradition of
making resolutions for a

new year, to do something
to better ourselves and our
communities.

Now, more than ever,
weneedresolve. Resolve to
minimize our differences.
Resolvetorediscover those
things which cause us to
reach for a common good.
Resolve to rid ourselves of
hate and willful ignorance.

And to do that, I can
think of no better New
Year’s resolution for us all
than to suggest these very
familiar, very American
words, with the hope that
each of us will embrace
the ideals they embody
in our simple everyday
interactions and long-term
aspirations for ourselves,
our neighbors, and our
fellow Americans:

“RESOLVED: “We the
People of the United States
RESOLVE to form a more
perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote
the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity.”
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Winning Artist ¢ Shainah Christianson
Grade 2

HAVE A MAGICAL HOLIDAY SEASON!
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Winning Artist ¢ Rylie Gibson
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Best Wishes For You in 2022!
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is

Jan. 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Tower/Soudan Community
Bible Study- Thursdays
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the
Tower Elementary School
cafeteria. All are welcome.
Call 218-984-3402 for
more info.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

Students in Tower-Soudan Elementary’s preschool class made
gingerbread houses the last day of school before winter vacation.
They had plenty of candy decorations to use, though to be hon-
est, a lot of them ended up in their bellies, and not on their hous-
es! Pictured clockwise from top left are Ari, Nathaniel, Amelie,
Ella, and Harper. photos by J. Summit

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

It's a new year, time to start reading more hooks

REGIONAL- When
you can’t come to the
library, the library will
come to you. Visit your
library on wheels, the Ar-
rowhead Library System
Bookmobile. Look for the
Bookmobile at these loca-
tions and times in 2022:

Wednesdays
Jan. 19; Feb. 9;

March 2 & 23; April 13;
May 4 and 25; June 15;
July 6 and 27; Aug. 17;
Sept. 7 and 28; Oct. 19;
Nov. 9 and 30; Dec. 21

Britt (Sand Lake Stor-
age): 9 - 9:30 am.

Bois Forte (Boys &
Girls Club): 11 - 11:30
a.m.

Greenwood  (Town

Hall): 12 -1 p.m.
Soudan (Post Office
Vicinity): 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Tower (Civic Center):
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.
Embarrass (Hwy 135
& Hwy 21): 5—-6 p.m.

Thursdays

Jan. 6 and 27; Feb.
17, March 10 and 31;
April 21; May 12; June 2
and 23; July 14; Aug. 4 &
25; Sept. 15; Oct 6 and 27;
Nov. 17; Dec. 8 and 29

Nett Lake (Communi-
ty Center): 9:30 — 11 a.m.

Crane Lake (Ranger
Station): 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.

Orr (Lake Country
ReMax building): 3 - 4
p.m.

You can see the full

*

bookmobile schedule on
the website,
services/bookmobile.

ALl

For more informa-
alslib.info/

tion on the Bookmobile
or Mail-A-Book services,

P"‘-\-._

ol

info, or check our web site
at www.alslib.info.

contact the Arrowhead
Library System, 218-741-
3840, email at als@alslib.

HAVE A MAGICAL HOLIDAY SEASON!
trom Frandsen Bank & Trust
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The Vermilion Community College in Ely graduated its 36th class of Park Ranger Law Enforcement Academy students

e

last week. The class of 2021 includes, front row, from left, Brittany Wilkins, Joseph Frage, Kahsha Hyde, Clair Lovgren,
Chelsea Larson, and Elle Maculan. Middle row, from left, Tyler Kuemper, Dylan Thompson, Esme Navarro, Lauren Flowers,
Ally Deegan, Madison Springer, Mindy Bolar, Nicholas Tate, George Sadler, and Peter Wessels. Back row from left, Hunter
Leno, Luciano Estrada, Matthew Egan-Ostrokol, Cooper LaPlante, Sam Harvey, Thomas Weedon, Dylan Russell, Brett
Wawers, Matthew Schnettler, and Jonathan Huju. The application process is open for the next Park Ranger Law Enforcement

Academy. Vermilion’s dual MN POST and National Park Service academy begins on August 15, 2022.

Go to https://www.vcc.edu/programs.../law-enforcement-ems/prlea/ for more information. submitted photo

‘Winnie’ honored hy Ely

ELY - The Ely Music
and Drama Club has
honored Ely citizens for
their community service
to the arts for many years.
Eachyear, the organization
putsoutacall fornominees,
and usually, they receive
one or two nominations
from the public for the
award.

However, 2021 was
completely different.
According to club member
Sara Skelton, this year, they
received 10 nominations
by email and phone to cel-
ebrate Winifred “Winnie”
Thaisen for her contribu-
tions to the arts in Ely.

“Winnie was active in
the Ely Music and Drama
Club, the Ely Community
Musicals, and other com-
munity music offerings as
amember of an award-win-
ning trio,” Skelton said. “In
addition, she brought music
to the Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital
Coronary Care unit to
improve the physical and
mental health of patients.”

Winnie is originally
from Zim. “In high school,

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

she contracted tuberculosis

and was sent to the sanitari-
uminNopemingtorecover.
Aspartofthatrecovery,her
doctor recommended she
take up singing to improve
her lung capacity, which
started a life-long enjoy-
ment of music,” Skelton
said.

As the story goes,
while in Nopeming, a gen-
tleman came to visit another
patient, which started a
life-long love relationship
with Ben Thaisen, of Ely.
Ben and Winnie married
and moved together to Ely

after WWII.

Winnie became active
intheartsin Ely rightaway,
joining the Ely Music and
Drama Club in the 1950’s,
followed by many roles in
the Ely community theater,
starting with a melodrama,
“Gold in the Hills,” where
she played “Nellie, a pearl
of virtue,” according to
Skelton. She went on to
appear in several produc-
tions in the Ely musical
theater, including “Ado
Annie” in “Oklahoma,”
“Bye Bye Birdie,” “Fiddler
on the Roof,” “Guys and
Dolls,” among others.

When contacted
recently, Skelton said

Musi

¢ and Drama Club

Winifred “Winnie” Thaisen said her crowning
achievement was playing Dolly Levi in “Hello,

Dolly” in the Ely community theater production,
shown here with her husband, Ben. submitted

Winnie indicated that her
“crowning achievement”
was as “Dolly Levi” in
“Hello, Dolly” (see the
accompanying photo).
Another favorite role was
as the “Grandmother” in
“Pippin,” where, she indi-
cated, chuckling, “I had a
very long song and I don’t
think Iever gotall the words
right,butno one butmeever
knew!” she said.

Besides her roles in
Ely theater, Winnie was
active in the American
Legion Auxiliary, includ-
ing belonging to an
award-winning vocal trio
that performed across the
state, and the church choir
at Bethany Lutheran (now
Grace Lutheran), and car-
oling for shut-ins.

Later in life, Winnie
went to school to become
a nurse and served in the
cardiac unit. “In my inter-
view with her, Winnie

indicated that she had read
some research that music
could improve mental
health and encourage phys-
ical health,” Skelton said.
“Winnie worked to bring
music to the patients in the
Coronary Care Unit as part
of her mission to serve.”

After her husband’s
death, Winnie relocated to
Duluth and joined the Elam
Lutheran Church Choir.
Winnie continues to reside
inDuluth,still living on her
own at age 98.

“The Ely Music and
Drama Club is proud to
honor Winifred Thaisen
as our 2021 “Community
Service to the Arts” award
recipient,” Skelton said.
“Thank you to all of you
in the community who
reached out in support of
Winnie and her life-long
involvement with the arts
in Ely.”

Ice Report

After a wild week of
weather including over 1.5
inches of rain, then snow,
we have had excellent ice
-making weather. Majority
of anglers are reporting
8-11 inches of good solid
ice on area lakes, a few
brave anglers have been
seen driving small trucks
on some area lakes. Slush
has not been a issue for

anyone. Won’t be long
now and trucks will be a
common sighton arealakes
again.Iceroads continue to
be maintained to popular
spots.

Fishing Report
Walleye - Walleye
anglers have been getting
out their permanent houses
out to popular walleye
haunts and reports are
showing it. Many anglers

GONE FISHIN’

have reported good to
excellent walleye fishing
so far, during the evening
and overnights. 20 feet of
water continues to be the
most popular depth for
catching eyes along with a
good lively minnow.

Pike - Pike angling
continues to be excellent
for many anglers, with
many anglers catching their
new personal best. Sucker

minnows continue to be
the most popular bait of
choice, but it seems dead
suckers have been a little
better then alive. Anglers
should focus on weedbeds,
with green weeds, in 5-12
feet of water.

Crappie - Crappie
anglers have finally started
getting outto winter crappie
locations and are catching
fish. Anglers have been

finding fish in 20-30 feet
of water, in typical mud
basins. Once anglers locate
the crappies,asmall crappie
minnow, fished under a
bobber,nexttoo anactively
fished jig and soft plastic,
has been a deadly one-two
punch. Many anglers have
reported catching good
numbers and size crappies,
so far this year.
Arrowhead Outdoors

Ely and Babbitt
firefighters were
dispatched late
Wednesday after-
noon, Dec. 22, for

a house fire in Ely.
The fire was reported
just before 4 p.m. at
1420 White Street.
According to the
Northland FireWire,
the fire was con-
tained to the kitchen
area and attic. No
injuries were report-
ed. The cause of the
fire is under inves-
tigation. The Ely
Ambulance Service
was on the scene

to provide medical

standby.
photo by K. Vandervort

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021
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the new year begins
a fresh slate lying ahead

anticipate joy

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday = Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Church, 1515 E. Camp
St., Ely.

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP - If
you’re driving out in the
countryside this spring or
summer, there’s a chance
you might see something
you didn’t expect — a
young woman seated in
the back of a truck trans-
muting the landscape to
acrylics on canvas.

“I really enjoy doing
landscape paintings be-
cause it just brings a sense
of calmness and beauty,”
said North Woods senior
Olivia Udovich.

But here in the cold
of winter, Udovich and
the other students in art
teacher Rachel Better-
ley’s senior art class at
North Woods have turned
their creativity toward
landscapes not so readily
visible or easy to depict.
They’ve been exploring
how to represent the in-
ner landscapes of their
own unique thoughts and
feelings through various
styles of artistic expres-
sion.

Questioning

“I’ve always been a
fan of the freedom of ex-
pression, the process of art
and the meaning behind
the art, not necessarily
about it having to look a
particular way,” Betterley
said. “I think that if you’re
more emotionally invest-
ed in the art, you’re ulti-
mately going to make bet-
ter quality art. That’s why
a lot of my assignments
stem from an overarching
question, and the ques-
tion has to be interpreted

through their art.”
The products of one
recent assignment, on

display in a glass case in
the hallway, are fanciful
flights of imagination as
different and complex as
the artists who created
them.

“The question was,
‘What is your inner
world?’” Betterley said.
“They had to try to in-
terpret that question and
showcase how their brain
works, or how they view
the world.”

Creating

Little in life is black
and white, but for this
project that’s all the stu-
dents had to work with —a
black Sharpie and white
paper. Aside from a re-
quirement that their work
incorporate nine distinct

elements of artistic de-
sign, students were left to
figure out what imagery
might best reflect what
goes on in their heads,
with encouraging prompts
from Betterley.

A tree with a huge
trunk  crowned  with
branches and leaves is
a central figure situated
between land, sea, and a
starry sky, sprinkled with
curious elements such as
a space fish that reflects
a world of impossibilities
made possible in the mind
of Trey Gibson.

“That tree is part of a
much bigger world in your
mind and how it can be so
fascinating,” Gibson said.
“There are so many things
that are impossible in our
world, so many things that
could be dreamed of and
could be made a reality.”

That theme is reflect-
ed in the artist’s statement
that accompanies Gib-
son’s “Luvita,” something
each student is required to
do that explains both the
meaning behind the work
and the technical aspects
of how they used the nine
design elements.

“There is a person
in every plane in this art-
work, and they are travel-
ing in this big and expan-
sive world, dealing with
many situations that lay
ahead,” he wrote.

It’s a far cry from the
doodling Gibson said he
once enjoyed, and now
he’s thinking about study-
ing art, film, and perhaps
literature in college.

Tensions

But the world is filled
with challenges as well
as possibilities, and many
works reflect the anxieties
often felt by high school
seniors dealing with find-
ing their way in social
relationships, juggling re-
sponsibilities, and looking
ahead to futures far dif-
ferent from what they’ve
been accustomed to in
school. Those anxieties
also are expressed openly
in their artist statements.

“You learn a lot about
kids and their life in gen-
eral in their statements,”
Betterley said. “Some that
look like they have it all
together and seem fine,
you read the statements
and discover they’re going
through things, too. It kind
of makes you take a step
back. It’s nice that they
trust me enough to read

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Creations reveal students’ minds to the world

that. That’s a big thing.”

A unique feature of
Timothy Lilya’s piece
is the incorporation of
strong geometric ele-
ments, within which more
fluid patterns and forms
take shape. A vertical line
splits the page and an oval
abstract face in half, one
side feeling cluttered and
busy, the other conveying
a sense of serenity and
calm.

“This is sort of like
day and night,” Lilya ex-
plained. “There’s the busi-
er side of life. Then there’s
a sort of peaceful kind of
place, where we don’t re-
ally go in reality, but we
want to go in our imagi-
nation.”

It’s that busy side of
the page that provides a
window into one of Lilya’s
concerns as a senior.

“I knew last year that
I was going to be making
more decisions this year,
but I didn’t realize the
weight it would have on
my future,” he said. “Like
choosing the right college
and getting the right de-
gree to get the right job
and make a living trying
to live your life outside
of school. Just going to
school every day is easy,
it’s like a routine. A break
from that routine, grad-
uating, and not knowing
what to do outside is kind
of scary. It really freaks
me out.”

Contemplating
“The Unhinged Sky” by
Udovich is an exercise in
discerning elements bold
and discrete, simple and
complex, familiar and bi-
zarre. Whether it is the ten-
tacles emanating from a
compartmentalized head,
binoculars dangling from
a crescent-shaped moon,
or tiny winged keys likely
to elude a casual glance,
all of it comes together to
speak to some aspect of
thought or anxiety.

“The concept is life
being crazy and you try-
ing to reach up and find-
ing that calm, trying to do
everything to find the key
to the problem,” Udovich
said. “All people have that
sort of stuff somewhere
in their head. They just
don’t necessarily show it.
It’s cool that I can take
my emotions and thoughts
and channel them into
something that’s produc-
tive.”

This form of expres-
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North Woods senior Timothy Lilya used contrast

ing motifs to visually reveal the struggle between
activity and serenity in his inner world.

sion is a big but rewarding
departure from the world
of painting the natural
world, Udovich said.
“I’ve never created
stuff like this before, nev-
er dug that deep,” she said.
“It’s almost like therapy.”
Translating the inner
world of thoughts and
feelings to paper and ink
was a challenge for Sier-
ra Jensen. The common
stresses of life and the
added concerns of life af-
ter graduation were all too
familiar, but finding a di-
rection was elusive at first.
“It was like every-
thing was kind of off, it
wasn’t working,” Jensen
said. “I wanted to give up
on it quite a few times, but
then I just kind of pushed
through it. My actual piece
is so different from what I
originally had planned.”
What emerged was
something distinctly dif-
ferent from all the rest.
Central to Jensen’s piece
is a cartoonish figure with
a panicked expression
who is frantically sprint-
ing up a spiral staircase of
thin glass panels in space,
shattering  with  each
pounding footstep. Sands
draining through an hour-
glass complete the theme

“I've Got No Time” by Sierra Jensen

of “I’ve Got No Time,”
a condition described in
clear detail in Jensen’s art-
ist statement.

“I suppose it rep-
resents how my mental
health has plummeted
within these past months
since school started,” she
wrote. "I feel like I'm al-
ways running out of time
and I’m running from my
paranoia (but it never goes
away). The space theme
could represent how sleep
deprived I am. I never re-
ally do get much sleep,
worrying about too many
things.”

And as Jensen talked
about her work, it sound-
ed as if she’s been pushing
through those emotions,
too. Everyone has mo-
ments of feeling over-
whelmed; it’s clear that
art, both visual and per-
forming, not only helps
with those times but will
be integral to her profes-
sional goals.

“I'm just a creative
person in general,” she
said. “I sing a little, I have
a keyboard and a guitar.
I want to go into both art
and music. I plan to do
animated stuff but also in-
corporate my own things
into it.”

Support

Not surprisingly, the
revelations that come
through students’ art and
artist statements resonate
with Betterley on an inter-
personal level.

“When I read stuff
that’s really intense, I'll
kind of internalize it,” she
said. “Then I'm like, OK,
what can I do to help this
particular student contin-
ue to feel like they can
reach their potential? I try
to be a little more personal
and positive.”

Patience and positiv-
ity have been important
for students who have
experienced the social
disruptions brought on
by the pandemic. Shar-
ing thoughts and emo-
tions wasn’t automatic
when students returned to
school this year, but over
time Betterley has built a
climate of trust and accep-
tance that is now paying
dividends.

“It’s a pretty open
place to just do whatev-
er you want and no one’s
going to judge you for it,”
Lilya said. “It’s your own
ideas, your own thoughts
and opinions, and nobody
talks down to each other.”

Currently, the class
is studying the art of sur-
realism, and their project
is to showcase an anxiety
they have in surrealist
style. Similar projects to
connect students’ inner
worlds with artistic ex-
pression will follow.

“It’s getting them to
not be afraid of their own
thoughts, no matter what
it is, and finding a way to
interpret that,” Betterley
said. “What these assign-
ments do is pretty much to
make them have to be au-
thentic. A lot of them have
things that are really deep.
I feel like I’'m there to help
them along the journey,
more like a mentor than a
teacher saying do this, do
this, do this.”

“It’s kind of like a
roller coaster,” Betterley
said. “But ultimately, art
helps them kind of ride
that roller coaster a little
bit easier.”
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advise the sewer district’s
board, eventually walked
away from the project after
the board dismissed their
suggestions for solutions
that university profession-
als believed would be less
costly and potentially more
protective of water quality.

Since constructing its
sewage treatment plant
over a decade ago with a
combination of state and
local tax dollars, the sewer
district has faced financial
challenges due to high oper-
ating costs and a limited
number of customers. They
faced catastrophic freeze-
up of portions of the col-
lection system which were
improperly installed. They
have sought waystoexpand
theirreachintoneighboring
areas, sometimes at baf-
fling expense and in the
face of considerable oppo-
sition, in order to increase
the flow— and accompa-
nying revenues — to a plant
that was oversized for the
community it served.

In other words, it’s
been a challenging period
for the sewer district
board, its customers, and
its detractors, who rarely
see the district’s various
difficulties the same way.

Permit violations

Among the many chal-
lenges the Crane Lake facil-
ity has faced inrecent years
is meeting the pollution
standards in its discharge
permit, which wasreissued
by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency earlier this
year. According to a Notice
of Violation issued by the
MPCA to the CLWSD
on July 29, the district’s
sewage plant has routinely
exceeded pollution stan-
dards.

The violation notice
lists a total of 25 viola-
tions,documented between
January 2019 and February
2021. Of those, six are for
violations of fecal coliform
bacteria. Since February,
the facility has violated
fecal coliform levels twice
more, in May and July of
this year.

Under the facility’s
permit, they’re allowed up
to 200 units of the bacteria
in a 100-milliliter sample.
Yet, on at least five occa-
sions, and as recently as
July, the facility reported
2,420 bacterial units in that
same 100-millilter sample,
or just over 12 times the
limit.

Most of the other vio-
lations aren’t as drastic,
and include modestexceed-
ances of total phospho-
rus, suspended solids, and
what’sknown as biological
oxygen demand, which is
another indicator of bacte-
rial activity. Yet, to critics,
the violations confirm their

worst assumptions about
the districtand its claim that
it’s fulfilling its mission to
protect Crane Lake’s water
quality.

“Simply put, the
CLWSD is polluting the
very waters they claim to
be protecting,” said Brent
Bystrom, an engineer and
seasonal Crane Lake resi-
dent. “They are incompe-
tent, yet they expand their
reach under the guise of
protecting the waters of
the only national park in
the state.”

The MPCA issued
no fine for the violations,
but did require the sewer
district to implement a cor-
rective action plan within
30 days. According to the
MPCA’sJohn Thomas,the
sewer district responded
in a timely manner to the
notice and is taking steps
to address the issues.

That includes a plan
to install what’s known as
a flow equalization system
to even out the flows into
the plant. “The influent
flows and loads fluctuate
as Crane Lake has a large
population of tourist and
seasonal visitors to the
town,” wrote Rob ScottJr.,
in an Aug. 24 response to
the MPCA’s notice. Rob
Scott Jr., the son of board
chair Bob Scott, is superin-
tendent of the Crane Lake
treatment plant.

Bob Scott is confident
that the sewer district has
a handle on the problem.
He said the district plans
changes to the treatment
plant, to install larger and
improved recirculation
tanks which will allow
the plant to hold more
wastewater and treat it
for longer periods before
being discharged back
into the environment. He
said those upgrades were
in the works even before
the MPCA issued its notice
of violation. According to
Bob Scott, plant operators
were aware of the exceed-
ances for some time.

“We finally said we
needed to take care of the
problem,” he said.

Board minutes show
that the district had begun
working with engineers
from SEH on the flow
equalization project more
than a year ago. Plans for
the upgrades are currently
in the design phase, with
construction scheduled to
begin in the spring.

The district reported
that it is also working with
a company that provides
equipment to disinfect the
plant’s effluent using ultra-
violet light to understand
why the equipment doesn’t
appear to be working.

“We replaced and
installed all new bulbs,
outer liners and end nodes
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last August 2020,” wrote
Scott Jr. in the district’s
response to the MPCA.
“Since then, we have
had several samples that
showed high fecal coli-
form counts. We have
done several water clarity
tests and collimated beam
samples to try and find the
reason why the UV light
system is not treating the
fecal coliform as effective-
ly as it should. We have
stepped up our efforts in
cleaning the effluent line
leadinguptothe UV trough
system and will continue
these efforts in the future.”

While Bob Scott said
the district is taking the
violations seriously, he
argues that the violations
haven’t been significant,
nor particularly harmful
to Crane Lake’s water
quality. He cited language
drafted by SEH engineersin
response to questions posed
by the Timberjay.

“Itshould be noted that
none of the discharge limit
exceedances resulted in a
degradation of the natural
water body thatreceives the
treated wastewater,” wrote
SEH’s John Friel,intalking
points he provided to Scott
on Dec. 20. “The exceed-
ances were intermittent
and short-term and applied
to a small percentage of
the volume of water the
facility discharges to the
natural environment. Such
is the case with nearly all
permitquality exceedances
at other treatment facili-
ties in the state. Permit
limit violations, while not
something to take lightly
or ignore, are problematic
only when chronic and
excessive,neither of which
applies to the violation
conditions at the Sanitary
District facility.”

The MPCA’s Thomas
says the impact of viola-
tions can vary depending
on several factors.

“Concentrations of
total phosphorus over 1.0
mg/l do not automatically
create conditions that will
degrade water quality,
but depending upon the
frequency/severity of the
violations as well as other
sources of phosphorus and
environmental conditions
(wet/dry summer, cool,
warm summer, etc.) could
impact water quality.”

While the fecal coli-
form levels on several
occasions were well above
levels that would trigger
health warnings for swim-
mers, Thomas noted that
any discharge from the
treatment plant would be
substantially diluted once
it reached lake waters.

Regardless of the vio-
lations, Bob Scott was
bullish on the quality of the
plant’s discharges.

“I’d be more than
happy to drink a glass of
what comes out of there,”
he said.

Questions ahout
transparency

The revelation of
repeated violations at the
Crane Lake facility would
certainly come as asurprise
to anyone who follows
the board’s activities by
reading the minutes posted
to the sewer district’s
website. The board’s
minutes make no mention
of the MPCA’s notice of
violation. What’s more, the
district’s monthly minutes
routinely quote Rob Scott
Jr.indicating that the plant
met all effluent limits,even
when the MPCA’s records
show otherwise.

The district’s Aug. 4,
2021, minutes quote Scott
Jr.’s claim: “We met all
effluent standards for last
month.” In fact, the district
had received its notice of
violation just days before,
and the July 2021 discharge
tests showed violations of
both fecal coliform and
biological oxygen demand.

That wasn’t just a one-
time error.

» Atthe board’s June 2
meeting, ScottJr.reported:
“We met all effluent levels
for last month.”

Yet, according to the
MPCA , the treatment plant
exceeded its fecal coliform
levels the prior month by
nearly eight times the limit.

» At the March 4,
2020, board meeting, Scott
Jr. reported: “February —
There was not much new to
report. All MPCA effluent
limits were met and the
new chemical pump seems
to be working fine.” Yet,
accordingtothe MPCA ,the
treatment plant exceeded
limits in February 2020 for
both phosphorus and total
suspended solids.

> Atthe Sept.4,2019,
board meeting, Scott Jr.
reported: “Plant operations
went smoothly for the
month of August. We met
all the effluent limitations.”
But MPCA data show the
plant violated standards
for fecal coliform, total
suspended solids, and total
phosphorus by 2.3 times.

The discrepancies
between the sewer district’s
minutes and the results
of their monthly testing
has longtime critics of the
board’s management of the
system crying foul.

“Obviously, the
CLWSDisnotbeing trans-
parent with their operation
of the [wastewater treat-
ment plant],” said Brent
Bystrom, an engineer by
profession, who has been
sharply critical of the
board’s decision-making
for several years. “This
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combined with the fact that
they received a Notice of
Violation from the MPCA
that was not included
in the monthly meeting
minutes or even discussed,
is beyond me.”

Bob Scott said he
was surprised to see the
discrepancies when the
Timberjay questioned him
about the errors. He said
limited administrative staff
can lead to mistakes, but
thatany discrepancies were
inadvertent and he said he
takes responsibility.

“I want to make sure
we clean that up,” he said.
“We’re not trying to hide
anything.”

Scott noted that,
regardless of what the
minutes report,the monthly
water testing all goes to the
MPCA.

“That’s important,” he
said. “We have the profes-
sionals looking at it.”

Planned
expansions?

Evenastreatment plant
operators have struggled,
at times, to meet pollution
limits, the sewer district’s
board has explored expand-
ing its reach by annexing
neighboring pockets of
development in the area.
One such area is known as
Kicker Blvd., a pocket of
cabins located just north
of King Williams Narrows,
on the south shore of Sand
Point Lake.

The proposal faced
considerable opposition
from affected residents,
who are mostly season-
al, and discussion of the
proposal has been limited
at recent CLSWD board
meetings. But Kicker
Blvd. residents continue
to monitor the situation and
worry that the proposal will
come back again.

“After learning about
the CLWSD’s pollution
violations, it absolutely
floors me that they would
even attempt to add more
properties to their system,”
stated Jay Kanive, a res-
ident of the Kicker Blvd.
area. “They can’t handle
what they have now.”

Bob Scott says discus-
sion of the Kicker Blvd.
expansion has been shelved
for now, even though he
said he’s often asked why
that cluster of cabins was
never connected to the
treatment plant. According
to Scott, the sewer district
did attract some initial
support for the plan from
the MPCA , which provided
a $50,000 grant to begin
the process of annexing the
area into the sewer district.

“Butwehitabees’ nest
and they came screaming.
I don’t see it coming to the
surface in the near term
at all.”

While talk of annexing
Kicker Blvd. is now on the
back burner, the district
board voted last month to
expand the district’s man-
agementprogramtoinclude
property owners outside the
current district boundar-
ies, a proposal that Scott
says has been approved
by St. Louis County. The
latest proposal has raised
suspicions among critics
of the sewer district, but
Scott insists the new plan
is not intended to connect
more areas to the treatment
plant. He said the district is
taking a page from Ottertail
County, which has imple-
mented a sewer district
that manages individual
septic systems for resi-
dents. Under Crane Lake’s
new voluntary program,
residents in more remote
locations who wish to take
part would be charged
an initial assessment of
$7.500 to buy into the
program. That’s followed
by a modest administra-
tive fee (currently $8 a
month) to cover the cost
of oversight of the system.
The district would ensure
that the systems are well
functioning and would take
on the burden of replacing
systems as necessary, at
no additional cost to the
homeowner.

“You never have to
worry about that system
for the rest of your life,”
said Scott. “It’s a thing of
beauty.”

While many of the
more remote residences
in the Crane Lake area are
unlikely toever be connect-
ed to the treatment plant,
Kanive said he’s worried
about planned expansions
inand around Crane Lake’s
Gold Coast, which almost
certainly will add to the
volume of sewage at the
plant.

“The Town of Crane
Lake is actively looking at
a significant expansion of
camping and RV sites in
town as part of a planned
visitors center,” noted
Kanive. “In light of the
past performance of the
CLWSD, it would appear
that there would be a high
probability that significant
adverse environmental
impacts to the water quality
in Crane Lake would con-
tinue with increased waste
streams should nothing
change.”

Bob Scott is confident
that the upgraded treatment
plant will be able to handle
the anticipated flows.

“We designed a plant
here to basically handle
Edina,” he said. “We’re
noteven hitting 60-percent
capacity even at the peaks.
It’s a process issue, not a
capacity issue.”
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American Gospel by Lin Enger

On a small farm beside a lake in
Minnesota’s north woods an old man is
waiting for the Rapture, which God has
told him will happen in two weeks, on
August 19, 1974. When word gets out,
Last Days Ranch becomes ground zero
for The End, drawing zealots, curiosity
seekers, and reporters —among them the
prophet’s son,askeptical New York writer
suddenly caught between his overbearing
father and the news story of alifetime. Into
the mix comes Melanie Magnus, a glam-
orous actress who has old allegiances to
both father and son. Meanwhile, Richard
Nixon’s resignation has transfixed the
nation.

Writing with clear compassion and
gentle wit, Lin Enger draws us into these
disparate yetinextricably linked lives,each
enacting a part in a drama forever being
replayed and together moving toward a
conclusion that will take all of them —and
us—by surprise. Set during a time that
resonates with our own tension-filled
moment, American Gospel cuts close to
the battles occurring within ourselves and
for the soul of the nation, and in doing so
radiates light on a dark strainin America’s
psyche, when the false security of dogma
competes with the risky tumult of freedom.

Published by the University of
Minnesota Press.

BOOKS OF THE NORTH WOODS

Find your perfect hook to start the new vear

Edired and wit

Days Like Smoke,
A Minnesota Boyhood
hy Jon Hassler

BelovedMinnesotanovelistJonHassler,
who chronicled small-town Midwestern life
in such popular novels as Staggerford, A
Green Journey, and North of Hope, left
the manuscript for one important story
unfinished when he died: his own. Days
Like Smoke: A Minnesota Boyhood 1is
Hassler’s previously unpublished memoir
of his youth in rural Minnesota during the
1930s and 40s, giving us his memories and
experiences through a writer’s acute and
detailed observations. He remembers piano
lessons, small-town secrets, his passion for
movies,and his holy duties as the only altar
boy at St. Joachim’s.

He imagines how Sylvia Pofford spent
the night of the prom that they did not attend
together, and he recalls Miss Glaswitz, his
unmarried neighbor “who kept . . . a neat,
overfurnished house on Broadway, in each
room of which was a glass-covered dish
filled with hard candy,” who “surprised us
all by selling it and marrying a cattle buyer
from St. Paul.” With chapters organized by
simple themes such as houses, lessons, and
groceries, and ever attuned to the idiosyn-
crasies of the people around him, Hassler
reviews his early years and occasionally
reveals when a particular neighbor, teacher,
or friend inspired a character or scene in
his writing.

Published by Afton Press.

Loon Lessons, Uncommon
Encounters with the Great
Northern Diver

hy James D. Paruk

Even those who know the loon’s call
might not recognize it as a tremolo, yodel,
or wail, and may not understand what each
call means, how it’s made, and why. And
those who marvel at the loon’s diving
prowess might wonder why this bird has
such skill, or where loons go when they
must leave northern lakes in winter. For
these and so many other mysteries, Loon
Lessons provides evolutionary and eco-
logical explanations that are curious and
compelling. Written by one of the world’s
foremost experts on the subject, the book
is a compendium of knowledge about the
common loon and an engaging record of
scientific sleuthing,documenting more than
twenty-five years of research into the great
northern diver.

James D. Paruk has observed and
compared loons from Washington and
Saskatchewan to the coasts of California
and Louisiana, from high elevation deserts
in Nevada to mountain lakes in Maine.
Drawing on his extensive experience, a
wealth of data, and well-established scien-
tific principles, he considers every aspect
of the loon, from its plumage and anatomy
to its breeding, migration, and wintering
strategies.

Published by the University of
Minnesota Press.
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She Won’t Mow the DaISIES
Stories and Life Secrets from
Minnesota’s Northwoods

hy Leo Wilenius

The stories comprising She Won’t
Mow the Daisies include accounts of first
love, talking with wolves, surviving loss,
remembering Mom, a history of life, wood
duck wisdom, a Shakespearean take on
outhouses, applying Einstein’s Theory to
fishing tackle, the secret art of getting along
and lessons on life from honest people who
very much resemble your neighbors. It’s
a challenge organizing chapters to such
a range of subjects so don’t be surprised
if you see a few curve balls as you read
along. You’ll likely find that many of these
stories are your stories. Youreally are quite
interesting, you know.

Leo Wilenius is retired from a career
in the energy field and resides in Northern
Minnesota near his boyhood home, which
is the subject of many of the stories within.
He writes articles for several publications
and has plans for another book offering
in the same spirit as She Won’t Mow the
Daisies to be released in 2022.

Prepress by North Star Press. Available
at Piragis in Ely and other local retailers.

Watershed, Attending to Body
and Earth in Distress

hy Ranae Lenor Hanson

The body of the earth, beset by a climate
in crisis, experiences drought much like the
human body experiences thirst, as Ranae

Lenor Hanson’s body did as a warning sign of

the disease that would change her life: Type
1 diabetes. What if we tended to an ailing
ecosystem just as Hanson learned to care
for herself in the throes of a chronic medical
condition? This is the possibility explored in
awork that is at once a memoir of illness and

health, a contemplation of the surrounding

natural world in distress, and a reflection on
the ways these come together in personal,
local, and global opportunities for healing.
Watershed helps us to consider
our place and our part in the health
and healing of the world around us.
Published by the University of Minnesota

Press.
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Welcome to Kamini
by Don Engehretson

AmericanRussell Dean’s meticulously
crafted career has brought him awards,
wealth, fame, an idyllic lifestyle and a
beautiful wife. Butnow his wife is divorcing
him, he’s surrounded by fools and Russell
isin a tailspin. A golf vacation to a remote
Ontarioresorttown is exactly whathe needs
to skate through a rare rough patch.

Or not. Mysterious natural forces far
beyond his control and the eclectic char-
acters he meets—including three skilled,
powerful women and a mirthful Ojibwe
fishing guide—have decidedly different
plans.

Welcome to the Canadian wilderness,
Mr. Dean. Welcome to Kamini: danger,
suspense, mysticism,romance and live bait.

Published by Guernica Editions Inc.

oVF.RY

enter

mndlscoverycenier.com
Open Tuesday-Saturday

Read the news online at www.timberjay.com

msawer
snowshoeing

at the Minnesota Discovery Center!

SNOWSHOE
ADVENTURE HIKE
(Bonfire, S’mores, Hot Cocoal)
JAN. 22nd at 1pm

Call 218-254-7959 to Reserve

SNOWSHOE RENTALS

Snowshoe around our park at your own pace during our open hours or
rent a pair of snowshoes for Redhead Mountain Bike Park.

Youth and adult size snowshoes available. Snowshoe rental fee is $5
plus regular admission (visit website for admission fees) if you snowshoe
MDC campus. Private guided tours available upon request. Guided tours

will be canceled if temperatures are below zero degrees.

Scenic é{Rivers
—Clnics—
COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations
following state eligibility guidelines. Supply is limited and call
volumes are high, so we appreciate your patience. If you
believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements,
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

Cook Medical

Vaccine Scheduling
20 5th St SE

(218) 361-3297

fin

A\
1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Tower Medical

Vaccine Scheduling
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

(218) 753-2405

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— The
Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency has reaf-
firmed its decision to
issue an air emissions
permit after questions
about the permit were
raised by environmental
groups and the courts.

The decision wasn’t
a surprise, as the agency
had argued repeatedly in
court that its permit was
sound and well-reasoned.
In their 21-page findings
of fact and order, signed

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Several
local airports around the
North Country will be ben-
efitting from the bipartisan
infrastructure bill recently
passed by Congress and

by Commissioner Katrina
Kessler,the MPCA deter-
mined that PolyMet is
committed to complying
with the air permit issued
three years ago whether
or not production at the
facility is higher than
the company’s original
proposal of 32,000 tons
per day.

Several environmen-
tal groups and the Fond
du Lac Band had argued
that the MPCA failed
to consider information
suggesting that PolyMet
planned to build a much
larger mine that would

signed into law by President
Biden.

Airports in Tower,
Orr, and Cook, will each
receive $110,000 in funding
for improvement projects,
while the Ely airportisslated
to receive $159,000.

The money can be

SULFIDE MINING

MPCA reaffirms decision to issue air emissions permit

emit more pollution than
what was covered under
the air permit.

The Minnesota
Supreme Court ruled in
February that the MPCA
was notrequired to inves-
tigate those claims and
sent the case back to
the Minnesota Court of
Appealsto determine two
smallerissues.Inaruling
lastJuly,the appeals court
asked the MPCA for more
explanation as to how it
arrived at its decision,
and to clarify whether
PolyMet had provided
any false or misleading

information about its
plans.

The agency deter-
mined that whether or not
PolyMetoptstoexpandits
operations, the company
would be able to comply
with its air emissions
permit. If not, the agency
claimed it has rigorous
enforcement authority to
force the company to meet
the terms of its permit.
While the agency may
have the legal authority,
it has often struggled to
enforce permit violations
against mining operations
on the Iron Range.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Regional airports will benefit from Congress-Biden infrastructure bill

invested in a variety of
projects,including runways,
taxiways, safety and sus-
tainability projects, as well
as terminal, airport-transit
connections and roadway
projects.

The Federal Aviation
Authority, or FAA, is

encouraging airports to pri-
oritize projects thatincrease
airport safety, equity, and
sustainability.

The infrastructure bill
approved a total of $15
billion for airport-related
projects. A total of $2.89
billion of those funds are

PolyMet officials
hailed the MPCA’s deci-
sion as a victory for
their plans to build the
state’s first copper-nick-
el mine near Babbitt.
Environmental groups,
meanwhile, indicated
they were considering an
appeal.

PolyMet still faces
several additional hurdles
before it can begin work
onthe project. Other major
permits — including the
project’s main “permit
to mine” issued by the
Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, a

being allocated in fiscal
year 2022, which runs
through Sept. 30, 2022.
Statewide, Minnesota is
slated to receive $59.322
million from the program
in the coming year.

Other northeastern
Minnesota airports slated

water quality permit also
issued by the MPCA ,and
a wetlands permit from
the federal Environmental
Protection Agency — all
remain in limbo because
of ongoing court cases or
administrative work.

The Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources has also begun
to plan a contested case
hearing for one of the
contested permits, which
is expected to take place
before a state adminis-
trative law judge early
next year.

for funding include:

» Falls International-
Einarson Field- $1.01
million.

» Eveleth-Virginia
Municipal- $159,000.

> SilverBay-$110,000.

>» Range Regional,
Hibbing- $1.01 million.

From left, Tom Omerza, ISD 696, Sheila Gruba and Rod Gruba, Fall Lake Township, Bob Berrini, Morse Township, State Rep. Rob Ecklund, State Sen.
Tom Bakk, Ely mayor Roger Skraba, and St. Louis County commissioner Mike Jugovich, at the Community Economic Joint Powers Board legislative

meeting held Monday, Dec. 20 at the Grand Ely Lodge. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY ...Continued from page 1

watershed abouteight miles
from Ely.

“The imposition of
a 20-year moratorium on
mining the Forest Service
lands in the watershed (as
proposed by the Biden
administration) would seri-
ously impair and impede
Twin Metals’ plans and
stagnate and devastate
economicdevelopmentand
job growth in Northeastern
Minnesota,” it stated.

The resolution called
for the Joint Powers Board
to “strongly oppose” the
withdrawal application for
the 20-year term of approx-
imately 225,378 acres of
U.S. Forest Lands in the
Rainy River Watershed
of the Superior National
Forest from disposition
under the U.S. mineral
geothermal leasing laws.

The expected unan-
imous support from the
group’s voting members
did not materialize. The
ISD 696 representative
abstained from voting,

apparently because of the
last-minute agenda addi-
tion.

Opposition heard

“This resolution would
be for the Joint Powers
members,” Skraba said in
an attempt to silence any
pro-environmental oppo-
sition.

Becky Rom, Ely res-
ident and national chair
of the Campaign to Save
the Boundary Waters,
immediately spoke up
and said she and others
who attended the meeting
were looking forward to
the analysis of the science
on whether copper nickel
mining in the headwaters
of the Boundary Waters is
appropriate.

Skraba gave Rom two
minutes to speak on the
issue before the board
voted.

“I hope the Joint
Powers Board supports
both the state and federal
analysis going on right

now to look at whether this
watershed is the right place
for copper nickel mining,”
Rom said. “The Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency
did a water quality analysis
of these headwaters and
found the water quality
to be exceptionally clean
and immaculate. It is the
highest water quality of any
watershed in Minnesota.”

Rom added that the
MPCA said the watershed
deserves more protection.

“I would urge the Joint
Powers Board nottorushto
judgment and say we don’t
want our rules changed,”
Romsaid.“Youdon’tknow
the science. No rational
person would think that you
can protect the Boundary
Waters with what is called
the most toxic industry in
the country.”

She asserted that she
is not attacking the state’s
taconite mining industry.

“We are happy every-
body pays taxes, and
no one is complaining

about the taconite indus-
try paying taxes that go
to the (Department of
Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation). The issue
is putting a copper mine
upstream of the Boundary
Waters. We want those
telecommuters, mayor, that
you talk about to continue
to move here. You can’t
have both. You have to
pick,” Rom said.

“Do we stay on our
trajectory and protect the
canoe country, like we have
since 1902, or do we ruin
it because we think there is
some short-term economic
prosperity? I think you
are being handed a book
of crap. All copper mines
around the world are being
rapidly automated. This
low-grade (Twin Metals)
mine is not economical
unless it is highly auto-
mated. It is a dumb plan
and will ruin the direction
of Minnesota. Let’s let
the science play out,” she
added.

Skraba responded,
“I respectfully disagree,
Becky.Thereisn’tone way
todoit. We havetodo alot
of different ways for eco-
nomic development. There
is not one way better than
the other. There is a three-
legged stool that we used
to talk about many years
ago with the mining, the
logging and the tourism.”

Before the board
could vote, a Fall Lake
Township resident, Brad
Sagen, added, “I point out
that there are a number of
us here in the back that are
here because of our support
for the mining withdrawal.
I think you and others have
simply offered misinforma-
tion on this issue. Copper
nickel mining is not safe,
and has never been proven
safe.”

Skraba cut him off.
“This discussion is among
us (Joint Powers Board
members),” he said.

Winton, Ely, Morse
Township and Fall Lake

Township representatives
voted in favor of the motion.
The ISD 696 representative
abstained from voting.

“The motion carries
4-1,” Skraba said.
“Abstention is a no vote.”

Tom Omerza, the Ely
school board member who
represents the local school
district, pushed back on the
mining resolution.

“This is something I
did not know was going
to be presented. How can
I vote when I am not able
to consult with the school
board or administration? I
don’t know why you put
me in this spot. I can’t vote
when I haven’t discussed
this.”

Skraba offered no
explanation to Omerza or
the group on the origin of
the resolution or how it was
added to the agenda.

“l understand your
frustration,” he said.

He did not allow Rom
to comment again.
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JUNK...Continued from page 1

he’s created at the transfer
station.

It seems that when
Archie had to miss several
months of work this past
summer due to health
reasons, his little collection
disappeared bit by bit.

Carla Arneson wanted
to stress that “this is
Archie’s story,” but pro-
vided some background.
“Archie makes going to
the dump fun. He had this
little sanctuary for the
birds he collected from the
unwanted items his custom-
ers would bring to discard.
If he saw something like a
bird feeder or a plant stand,
or anything interesting, he
would set it out,” she said.
“It was fun to see his little
collection,and I’m sure the
birds loved it.”

These days, with the
onset of winter and all the
snow and heavy machin-
ery parked in the area,
Archie’s sanctuary located
at the corner of the metal
garbage building at the
facility is still function-
ing as a bird-feeding and
squirrel-feeding station.
Archie and his customers
enjoy the wildlife. “I saw a
grosbeak out here that was
the biggest one I've ever
seen in my life,” he told a
visitor last week.

“Once in a while, I
would bring him a bag of
sunflower seeds to setout,”
Arneson,said. “I know I’m
not alone in my support for
Archie’s efforts. Archie

Duane “Archie” Archibald, put out a “private property” sign at the St. Louis County Solid Waste
Transfer Station, located south of Ely, to try and discourage dump customers from taking items
from the wildlife menagerie he has displayed. photo by K. Vandervort

said he also purchases corn
for the deer.

Archie was absent
from work for a couple of
months over the summer,
due to some health con-
cerns, and when he came
back, so many of the things
he collected were gone, she
said. “People just came
along and took the stuff
with them. Archie was
bummed and vowed he
wouldn’t do it anymore.”

“I had two wooden

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

I'wo injured in one-vehicle
crash near Mud Creek Road

EAGLES NEST TWP
—The driver of a Chevrolet
Silverado and a passenger
sustained minor injuries
in a one-vehicle accident
on Tuesday, Dec. 21 on
Highway 169 near Mud
Creek Road.

According to an
incident report from the
Minnesota State Patrol, the
2020 Silverado pick-up was
traveling southbound on
Highway 169 at Mud Creek
Road at about 10:30 a.m.
that day when the driver,
Nathan Mason, 43, of Hoyt
Lakes, lost control and the
vehicle went into the ditch.

The road conditions were
reportedly snowy and icy.

A passenger, Tyler
Mason, 18, also of Hoyt
Lakes, sustained non-life
threatening injuries. Both
vehicle occupants were
wearing seatbelts, police
said. No alcohol was
involved.

The St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Department,
Breitung Police
Department, Tower Fire
Department, and Eagles
Nest First Responders also
responded to the scene.

POWER...Continued from page 1

transition away from coal
to renewable sources of
power was likely to lead to
lower rates initially and rate
stability for the foreseeable
future.

Bakk said the news
from Great River was
helpful, but not enough
to offset higher costs in
other parts of the opera-
tion. “With costs increas-
ing in many areas, we
welcome stability on our
largest annual expense,”
he added.

In addition to
increased material costs,
LCP is dealing with lon-
ger-than-normal lead times
foritems like transformers,
meter bases, vehicles and
other essential equipment.
Some orders that typical-
ly required 4 - 6 weeks
for delivery now range
between 30 - 100 weeks.

“The supply issue
has us feeling like we’re
one big storm away
from failure,” says Lake
Country Power’s Chief
Operating Officer Derek
Howe. “Those utilities
who order as needed are
running a huge risk of
no longer being essential
service providers. We are

in a business that needs to [

keep moving and we are

doing all we can to meet §

that expectation.”
The increase approved
by the board calls for an

increase of 1.67 cents per

kilowatt-hour (KWh) to the
general service residen-
tial and small commer-
cial rates. For the average

bears. One had a welcome
sign,” Archie said. “They
were just natural wood and
needed some work. I took
one home and painted with
a hundred bucks worth of
oil-based paint I bought.
A customer saw that and
brought me another one,
and I painted that one too.
While I was ‘gone on vaca-
tion’ someone borrowed
them. I doubt they’ll be
back. That’s just the way
it is.”

%IORTH STAR
INSURANCE AGENCY

Archie put up a “no
trespassing” sign but it
didn’t seem to do any
good. “When I was gone
last summer and the stuff
all disappeared, I kind of
got a little frustrated with
everyone messing with my
menagerie,” he said.

Arneson and others
prodded him to restart his
collection and it’s prompt-
ed Archie to reconsider.

“Alotof my customers
said they enjoy watching

the deer and the birds when
they come to the dump. I’'1l
probably start in again on
it next summer.

As he gave a tour to a
visitor, he mentioned the
items that are no longer
partof the menagerie.“The
bears are gone. I had a big
metal chicken that flew
the coop. I had a bird bath.
The sundial I had could
tell the correct time within
minutes. I set it myself.
Lots of customers bring

out bird feeders, and some
even have bird seed. I had
some decorative wooden
canoes, deer plant holders
and some nice lawn furni-
ture. It’s just a little square
of space.l keepitmowedin
the summer. Some people
justaren’t very nice. Some
people just picked up the
stuff and took it out. Not
much I could do about it.
I’'m working on putting
it back together. I have a
few things so far. People
bring things out here that
they don’t want anymore.
If I think it looks good in
my menagerie, I setitout.”

Archie has to miss
some more work after
Christmas. He said he
didn’t know how long he
would be gone but hopes
when he comes back to
work he will see his menag-
erie still intact.

“I drive out here from
Gilbert every day,” he
said. “I sure look forward
to the spring when I can
start putting the place back
together the way it used
to be.”

Arneson said she is
hoping for alittle Christmas
spirit this season. “It would
be agreat present for Archie
if those people who took
things away would bring
them back. Or if you are
going to throw something
away, it may be nice to
bring it out to Archie. This
is a way we can all be kind
to one another. We need
more of that these days.”

STOPIBY & SEE OUR NEW OFFICE
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co-op member consuming R

600 — 1,000 kWh per
month,
in a rate hike of about $10
- $16.

this will result S

“Despite the unfortu- e

nate need toraise rates, we
are proud that we haven’t

needed a general service %

increase in the past six
years,”
President Craig Olson.
“And, we have managed
to keep it lower than
our cost-of-service study
suggested as we see util-
ities around us proposing
steeper increases.”

Lake Country Power
serves approximately
43,000 members who
reside in rural St. Louis
County, northern Lake

said LCP Board ¢

County and parts of [

Carlton, Itasca, and Cass
counties.
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HOCKEY

Ely slips to Broncos as rally falls short

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY- The Timberwolves
nearly pulled off an upset of
International Falls here last
Tuesday, Dec.21,in a game that
saw momentum seesaw back
and forth.

Ely scored four straight
goals in the second period to
grab a 4-3 lead for a time in the
contest. But the third period
belonged to the Broncos, as they

lit the lamp three times to head
home with a 6-4 win. Yet, even
in losing, Ely’s hockey team is
showingit’sno longer content to
be theregion’s hockey door mat.

The Broncos came out hot
in the early-going, as they pep-
pered Ely senior goalie Chase
Sandberg with 20 shots in the
first period totake a2-0Olead. The
Wolves managed just five shots
to the net in the frame.

Two minutes into the second
period, the Broncos found the

net once again as they took a
3-0 lead.

But that’s when the tables
turned, at least for a time, as
Elylaunched a four-goal scoring
bonanza. At the 5:13 mark,
Drew Marolt hit the back of
the net, with assists by Brady
Eaton and Logan Loe. Jace
Huntbach scored at the 8:44
mark on an assist by Marolt and
Wes Sandy to cut Ely’s deficit to
3-2.Huntbatch hit a one-timer at
9:35, and Marolt added another

score for the Wolves at 11:48,
assisted by Deegan Richards, to
take a4-3 lead after two periods.

The Broncos weren’t ready
to lie down, however, and they
took control of the game in the
final period, scoring at the 5:50
mark to tie the score, 4-4. They
took the lead on a power play
at the 16:00 mark, and just 17
seconds later they added their
final goal of the night and sealed
the deal.

Ely took 23 shots to the goal.

A LIFE (and career) IN HOCKEY

Poderzay hits the big time

Tower native has turned his love of hockey into a career, now with NHL ties

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- It all started when his
mom asked him to walk over to Zup’s
to pick up a few groceries. It was only a
couple of blocks, and in Tower it was not
unusual to have young children running
errands “downtown.”

Brennan was seven, and taking after
his father, a well-respected high school
football coach, he already had adeep love
for sports in general.

“There was a flyer on the bulletin
board about playing hockey in Ely,”
Brennan said. “I ripped off the tab at the
bottom, brought it home, and begged my
parents to take me to Ely to play.”

His parents probably didn’t realize
at first what they were getting into, and

The goalies I get
to work with every
day... it’s a dream

come true.

driving to and from practices, games, and
tournaments was only the start.

Brennan has made a successful career
outof his love for the sport and was recent-
ly named the head NHL goalie scouting
coach for the professional scouting orga-
nization Neutral Zone. The job is full-time
but flexible,a perfect fit for his other work,
which includes private coaching of goalies
at the junior, college, and NHL levels,
as well as working as a goalie coach for
the U of M Golden Gophers and other
professional hockey teams.

“It was always a dream of mine to
play for a powerhouse like the U of M,”
he said. “Now I get to walk into those
offices every day and see my name up

on the wall.”

In addition, he said, it is an honor to
work with athletes at that level.

“The goalies I get to work with every
day,” he said, “it is a dream come true.”

Brennan also has his own coaching
company and works with goalies from
the youth to NHL level, including Alex
Staylock, a goalie for the Minnesota Wild.

“I gettohave other NHL players come
to shoot at the goalies,” he said.

“I always wanted to be with the NHL
asaplayer,” he said. “But that couldn’tbe.
Now I have the chance. I am so fortunate
to be able to cross paths with so many
great people.”

Many of the players he has coached

Top: Brennan Poderzay with his wife
Ashley and children Dax and Lydie.

Above: Poderzay works with
Minnesota Wild goalie Alex Staylock.
submitted photos

at the college level have gone on to play
professionally.

“A successful coach is one-quarter
psychologistand three-quarters coach,” he
said. His mentors taught him that coaching
needs to be a relationship-based position.

“It is only as successful as the rela-
tionship you have with the player,” he

See PODERZAY....pg. 2B

International Falls had a total of
52 scoring chances for the night.
Ely was blanked on four power
play opportunities. The Broncos
hittwo of three power plays. Ely
was called for three penalties and
the Broncos were called for four
penalties.

The Timberwolves (2-5)
will restart their regular season
at Bagley on Tuesday, Jan. 7.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Wolves

top Cook
County on
the road

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GRAND MARAIS—
The Timberwolves rebounded
quickly from their Dec. 21 loss to
Chisholm, easily outpacing Cook
County, 56-38,here the following
evening.

“We played great team
defense,” said Ely Head Coach
Max Gantt. “We took care of the
ball and had composure down the
stretch.”

Grace LaTourell had a high
night offensively, pouring in 24
pointstolead all scorers. Madeline
Kallberg also hit double digits,
with 13 points.

“Madison Rohr and Ande
Visser gave us great defensive
energy,” said Gantt.““Sarah Visser
attacked the basket and took care
of the ball for us all night. It was
a nice win before we head into
the break.”

The Wolves have played well
on the road so far this season, but
they’ve struggled on their home
court, where they’ve yet to record
awin. “We have Carlton and Deer
River up next at home in our
holiday tournament. Hopefully we
can goonawinning streak and get
our first home wins!” said Gantt.

BOOKS

‘Winter’s Children’
celebrates history
of Nordic skiing

,Winters
/ Chlld_ren

o el &

» Byan Rodgexs

REGIONAL — In the winter
of 1841, a Norwegian immigrant
in Wisconsin strapped on a pair of
wooden boards and set off across
the snow to buy flour—leaving
tracks that perplexed his neighbors
and marked the arrival of Nordic
skiing in America. To this day, the
Midwest is the nation’s epicenter
of cross-country skiing, sporting

See SKIING..pg. 2B
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TAXES

Cook council OKs five-percent levy hike
Mayor Johnston appoints himself to HRA board of directors

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- The property tax
levy in the city of Cook is going
up for 2022, but not as much as
the maximum hike would have
allowed.

At their Dec. 16 meeting,
council members approved
a five-percent increase in the
levy that is projected to bring
in $22,262 more than 2021. The
maximum allowable increase
of eight percent was set back in
August, but council members
and city staff found savings to

New insurance office will host Jan.

COOK - A century-old
insurance business is expanding
in downtown Cook.

The North Star Insurance
Agency (NSIA) has opened a
new office at 8 S River Street
in Cook as a better way to serve
the community.

NSIA purchased the
100-year-old independent insur-
ance agency, formerly located

PODERZAY ...Continued from page 1B

remain consistent with recent
past levy increases.

Total combined operating
expenses of $603,964 projected
for 2022 will be offset by prop-
erty tax revenues of $467,510
and additional local government
assistance from the state. Total
revenues of $604,005 would
leave the city with a $41 surplus.

There was no discussion
of the levy or budget during
the Truth in Taxation meeting,
although two individuals
appeared to protest their property
tax bills, which was outside the
scope of the meeting. They were

inside the North Star Credit
Union, four years ago.

“We are excited to have our
own store front in downtown
Cook. This will make us much
more visible to the community,
and the extra space will make it
more convenient and comfort-
able for our customers,” said
NSIA President Rich Crettol.
“We have a wonderful relation-

advised to contact the county
assessor’s office to have their
property valuations reviewed.

HRA appointment

The council received the
resignation of Cook Housing
Authority Board Vice-Chairman
Tim Mankowski, who noted in
a letter that it was a decision
he reached “with sadness.”
The resignation was effective
immediately.

When an HRA resident
board member position became
vacant last spring, months
of disputes ensued between
Mayor Harold Johnston and

LOCAL BUSINESS

ship with the people of ourregion
and having our own office will
help us better serve their insur-
ance needs.”

NSIAprovides home,cabin,
property,lakeshore,automobile,
boat, and recreational vehicle
insurance. Agents Cathy Aune
and Lisa Towner will provide
guidance for property, casual-
ty, and commercial insurance

CHRA Executive Director Reed
Erickson about the process for
naming a successor to the board.

Nosuchcontroversy existed
this time as Johnston has the
statutory authority to fill vacant
regular board positions by
appointment, with consent of
the council, and Mankowski’s
position was up for reappoint-
ment in January.

Rather than wait for January,
Johnston announced that he was
appointing himself to the board
temporarily, and would make
the appointment permanent
in January, with the council’s

approval.

“I don’t feel I can ask
anybody from the community
to fill this,” Johnston said. “It’s
going to be a lot of trouble.”

Johnston noted that the
city’s attorney had confirmed
that self-appointment was
allowable, as long as Johnston
abstained from the vote. Council
members approved an interim
appointment for Johnston,
and will take another vote at
January’s council meeting on a
long-term appointment.

5 open house

options that work for their
customers. They provide local,
friendly service and are commit-
ted to serving the community.
The public is invited to
attend an open house from 8:30
a.m.to4:30 p.m.on Wednesday,
Jan.5,to celebrate the new office
space. Snacks, refreshments,and
prize giveaways will be featured.
“We are excited to host an

open house to welcome people
to our insurance agency,” said
Aune. “It means a lot to us to
be a part of the Cook business
community and offer insurance
to people in the region.”

The agents at NSIA can be
contacted by calling 218-666-
4030.

said. “And being a hockey
goalieisthe mostchalleng-
ing position in any sport,
in my opinion.”

Brennan said he
learned the basics of
coaching from his father,
Robert, who has been a
volunteer football coachin
both Tower and Ely.

“My dad is a really
good football coach,” he
said. “Butnow heis learn-
ing to be a hockey goalie
coach. He texts me with
his own scouting reports.”

Scouting talent-
ed players these days
is mostly done through
videos anddoesn’tinvolve
much travel. This is a
perfect fit,he said,since he
has a young family.

The scouting job is
basically full time. He is
given a list of goalies to
observe, watches lots of
videos, and then writes up
scouting reports. Scouting
is basically getting areally
good idea of a player’s
“intangibles,” Brennan
said.

“Do they skate well,
what level are they com-
peting at, how are their
fundamentals,” he said.

It also, he said,

SKIING...Continued from page 1B

a history as replete with
athleticism and competi-
tive spirit as it is steeped
inold-world lore and cold-
world practicality. This
history unfolds in full for
the first time in Winter’s
Children.

Nordic skiing first
took hold as a sport in the
Upper Midwest at the end
of the nineteenth century,
giving rise to an early ski
league and a host of star
athletes. With the arrival
of a pair of brothers from
Telemark, Norway, the
world’s best skiers at
the time, the sport—and
the ski manufacturing
industry —reached new
heights in Minnesota,
only to see its fortunes fall
after World War II, when
downhill skiing surged

includes research into
what the player is like as
a person, and off the ice.

A hockey kid

Those early trips
to Ely, often on slip-
pery winter roads, built
the foundation that has
allowed Brennan to create
a career in the sport. And
Brennan wasn’t just any
regular hockey player, he
was a goalie.

“Itisacrazy,demand-
ingposition,’said Brennan,
“and I saw the stress it put
on my parents.”

But his family
members were also his
greatest fans, along with
those who had watched
him grow up in Tower-
Soudan and followed his
career from the juniors, to
college, to Europe.

Brennan said his
three-year-old son Dax
seems to love all sorts of
sports,though he thinks all
of them are called hockey.
If Dax does end up playing
hockey, Brennan joked, “I
justhopehe’snotagoalie.”

He and his wife
Ashley also have amonth-
old daughter, Lydie. The
family lives in Minnetrista,

a small town just west of
Minnetonka.

Brennan ended up
playing high school
hockey in Hibbing, and
then went on to play in
junior leagues for three
years.He then played at the
College of St. Scholastica
inDuluth,earning adegree
in Business Management.
He spent six years in
Europe on professional
teams in France, Holland,
and Slovenia. In France,
he was based just minutes
outside of Paris, and in
Holland, near Amsterdam.

“I got to see the world
and get a paycheck while
doing it. It is incredible
where the game has taken
me,” he said.

His time in Europe,
especially his years in
Slovenia, were very
special.

“People would call
into the ticket office and
tell them they were related
to me,” he said. “I now
have a Slovenian passport
and citizenship.”

With his grandparents
coming from Sloveniaand
Germany, Brennan got to
meet many relatives while
living overseas. It also

in popularity. In Winter’s
Children, Ryan Rodgers
traces the rise and fall
of Nordic skiing in the
Midwest fromits introduc-
tion in the late 1800s to its
uncertain future in today’s
rapidly changing climate.
Along the way he profiles
the sport’s stars and stal-
warts, from working-class
Norwegian immigrants
with a near-spiritual rev-
erence for cross-coun-
try skiing, to Americans
passionately committed
to the virtues of com-
petitive sport, and he
chronicles races like the
thrilling 1938 Arrowhead
Derby (which ran from
Duluth to St.Paul over five
days) and the American
Birkebeiner, the nation’s
largest cross-country

event, which takes place
every year in northern
Wisconsin, snowpack
permitting.

Generously illustrat-
ed with vintage photog-
raphy and ski posters,
and featuring firsthand
observations drawn from
interviews, Winter’s
Children is an engag-
ing look at the earliest
ski teams and touring
clubs; the evolution of
cross-country skis, gear,
and fashion; and the ambi-
tious and ongoing effortto
establish and maintain a
vast trail network across
the Minnesota state park
system.

Published by the
University of Minnesota
Press.

Start the New Year right with a
subscription to the Timberjay!

gave his parents a chance
to visit relatives as well
as watch Brennan play.
His grandfather, Thomas
Poderzay, was born in
Soudan, but his parents
came from Slovenia.
The Poderzay siblings
were well known in our
area for their accordion
playing. Tom met his wife
Delores, who was born in
Germany, while he was
serving overseas in the
U.S. Army. These family
ties made Brennan’s time
in Slovenia, and games
played in Germany, extra
special.

Coaching and scouting

After retiring from
playing, Brennan took
up coaching. He spent
six years coaching at the
University of Minnesota-
Mankato,coachingDryden
McKay, who was a three-
time WCHA goaltending
champion, two-time All-
American, and a finalist
forthe Hobey Baker Award
Hat Trick. In his time at
Mankato, the Mavericks
won five WCHA regular
season titles and advanced
to the NCAA Frozen Four
for the first time in the

program’s history.

“Out of nowhere I got
a call from the University
of Minnesota hockey
coach,” Brennansaid, “and
soon after they offered me
the job.”

Brennan said the
Golden Gophers’ current
goalie, Jack LaFontaine,
is one of the most talented
playershehasevercoached.
“I'wouldn’tbe surprised to
see him go to the NHL,”
he said.

Inapressrelease,U of
M Coach Bob Motzko said
“Brennan has a wonderful,
track record of developing
elite goaltenders and we’re
certainly excited to have
him start working with our
group. His experience and
expertise will be a huge
benefit for our goaltenders
and our team.”

Along with coaching,
Brennan began scout-
ing work, first for the
USA Hockey National
Development team.

“The hardest position
toscoutinthe NHL draftis
goaltenders,” said Neutral
Zone, when announcing
the hiring of Brennan.
“When Brennan came
across my desk it was

a no-brainer. He trains
NHL-bound goalies, he’s
got a great eye and under-
standing of the position,
and will be a major boost
to our NHL Draft staff.”

Brennan said when
he first got the call from
Neutral Zone, it was from
a player he had formerly
coached at Mankato.

“At first I thought
they wanted me to scout
for Junior Hockey,” he
said.“Butthen they started
talking aboutbeing head of
the NFL draft for goalies.”

And while Brennan’s
plateisnow full of hockey,
he is happy that he has
found a career thatlets him
skate, coach, and observe
promising young players,
as well as spend time with
his young family.
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School, serving on the Finnegan) Gramse, Rus-
Board of Education, lead- sell (and Karmin) Gramse Get ticket + ted /
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ticipating in study groups Thomas; grandchildren, $45 to attend in-person
with friends. Eva volun- Riley, Nathan, Reegan, : : :
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There are no words,
just Jesus and the Holy
Spirit...

Eva Rochelle Gramse,
72, of Faribault and
Lake Vermilion, died on

Wednesday, Oct. 27,2021,  Ely. She was involved in Jeff) Gelhar, Bernadette my AR H == S, L
at her cabin near Toyv- Half-Time Institute for 30 (and Dennis) Tatge, Pau- s . S —— ey
er. A memorial service years where she recently line (and Dave) Thielbar, e C e O o .

will be held at 11 a.m. on  completed a fellowship, Ben (and Marie) Froman Ey  MomTew  Teee SRR

Wednesday, Jan. 12,2022,
at Hosanna Church in
Lakeville. Visitation will
be held for one hour prior
to the service at the church
on Wednesday. For people
who have traveled to be
here for the service, we
will have a gathering on
Thursday afternoon so we
can have an opportunity
to visit further, if you are
able. Interment will be at
Maple Lawn Cemetery in
Faribault at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, memorials
may be given to Healing
Mission in Brazil, Ruth’s
House of Hope, or to the
Gramse family to be used
for Christian children’s
education and outreach,
to include bringing kids to
camp in Eva’s honor. Ar-
rangements are with Boldt
Funeral Home of Farib-

joyed traveling through-
out the United States and
abroad, downhill skiing
and snowmobiling, wa-
ter-skiing and boating,
teaching and sharing her
gifts of cooking and sew-
ing. She devoted years of
service to Peace Luther-
an Church and School
and Faribault Lutheran

teered with Ruth’s House
of Hope in Faribault for
many years. The last few
years she had been at-
tending Hosanna Church,
The House Church, and a
church with her friends in

got involved in Bridges to
Rwanda, and was current-
ly hosting a student at St.
Olaf College.

Eva and her daughter
Chelle ran a summer day
camp, Chelle Bean Camp,
for at-risk kids on Shields
Lake for a couple of years.
Eva’s mission was to pro-
vide opportunities to kids
that they wouldn’t other-
wise have had, being at
the lake, cooking over the
fire, learning to bake, and
teaching them how to be
kind and accepting of oth-
ers. Eva hoped to one day
be able to bring another
group of kids up to Lake
Vermilion to experience
this same type of learning
and wonder.

Eva was purposeful
and deliberate in connect-

ing and peace.

Before the end of her
life, Eva came to the real-
ization that at times there
are just no words, and we
can only rely on Jesus.

She is survived by her
husband, Mike; children,
Rod (and Jen) Gramse,
Chelle (and Troy) Mar-
quardt, Ryan (and Jessica

Aaron, Olivia, Adrianna,
Mateo,Jayce, Myris, Razi-
land, Violet, Eva, London,
Dylan, Jade, Myles and
Faith; siblings, Margaret
(and Dan) Montag, Tricia
Burmeister, Caroline (and

and Paul (and Colleen)
Froman; in-laws, Glenn
(and Retta) Gramse, Ber-
nard (and Lois) Gramse,
Jim (and Kathy) Gramse
and Pam Gramse; several
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

She was preceded
in death by her parents;
sisters, Kathleen Hanson
and Genevieve Froman,;
in-laws, Edward and Irene
Gramse; and son-in-law,
Bruce Morelan.

Willie S. Salo

Willie Simon Salo,
80, originally of Sou-
dan, entered his heavenly
home on Monday, Dec.
20, 2021. Funeral services
were held on Tuesday,
Dec. 28 at Range Funeral
Home in Virginia.

United Way of
Mortheastern MN

TOT AlLLY 8051 powers,

January 27, 2022, at the
Iron Trail Motors Event Center (Virginia)
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High School in 1966. She
met Michael Gramse in
high school and they mar-
ried on July 26, 1969, at
Immaculate  Conception
Catholic Church in Fari-
bault. Mike served in the
U.S. Navy and they lived
in California and Sase-
bo, Japan. During Mike’s
years of service and after,
they developed lifelong
friendships with several of
the Hector Navy families,
their children and grand-
children. The group has
gathered every three to
five years since 1979

presence with comforting
love that she shared with
so many people.

Eva devoted time ev-
ery single day to grow-
ing her faith, sharing it
with others, teaching and
guiding her children and
grandchildren to grow
their own personal faith.
Strengthening her Chris-
tian faith was vital to her
life. Her relationship with
the Holy Spirit was cul-
tivated through diligent
devotion, searching and
trust.

Eva had nearly com-

nephews; bonus daugh-
ters, Linda (Mike) Swe-
no and Lisa Street; bonus
grandchildren, Tony, Ne-
zia and Sophia Wiswell,
Marina and Marissa Kel-
ly; and bonus great-grand-
children, Tanner, Den-
nis, Milani and Gianna
Boshey.

Subscrihe Today
(218) 753-2950
timherjay.com

QPERATION SANTA « THANK yoy

Eva was previous- pleted writing a devo-
g’ femp{;\)}yed by I;ohday tional book about what
afe, Wimpy’s Restau- gshe had learned dealing W
rant, and Burkhartzmey-  ith loss and conflict. Eva A Blg ow

er Shoes in Faribault as
well as a variety of places
while living in California.
Eva and Mike started a
tool and die business with
a partner in July of 1979.
The partnership dissolved,
and Mike and Eva contin-
ued the business as MRG
Tool & Die in Faribault.
Eva enjoyed spend-
ing her time with Mike,
their five children and 17
grandchildren. She en-

wanted to reach out to
women who experienced
the loss of a child in the
womb, including wom-
en who had abortions or
miscarriages. She wanted
to provide encouragement
and comfort during the
grief process and for them
to know there was hope in
the Lord and to find God’s
love during the healing
process, looking to Jesus
for strength, understand-

Have A Magical l-lohday Season!
from State FarmInsurance-Tim Johnson

We Did It Again! The continuing pandemic is creating ongoing B
challenges for area families, but Operation Santa donations, once @(

again, were there to cover the need. Toys, gift cards, and cash
(to purchase more toys) started coming in early and didn’t stop

| 2

until right before Christmas. We knew that we had more families in
need this year, and the community stepped up with a bang. We had
enough for every one of the children on our list, plus last-minute
families who signed up the week before Christmas, and enough extra to put together gift bags for the senior citizens

who use the food shelf.

We put together large gift bags with toys, warm clothing, and hats and mittens for over 50 area families (again total-
ling almost 200 children). Teenagers also received gift cards. But the most amazing part of this story is we still had
enough donations on our shelves to reach out to other children in our community who are in need (referred through

area schools).

All told, your donations meant we could deliver gifts of toys and warm clothing to over 225 children in our community.
Special thanks to Lake Country Power’s Operation Roundup Program for their $3,000 donation to the Tower Soudan
Civic Club that was used to purchase warm winter items such as coats, hats and mittens, socks, pajamas, and

sweatshirts.

Thanks to the individuals and organizations who made larger contributions to the drive this year: Tower-Soudan Civic
Club, Wendy and Jim Tuominen, Aronson Boat Works, St. Martin’s Bazaar-goers, St. James Presbyterian, St. Paul's
Lutheran, Cindy Myre, Richard Johnson, Joanne Connell, Marcie Moe, Jet Galonski, Shelby Karakas, Adrienne
DeVries, Laura and Ron Alarcon, Bear Creek Acres/Wycoff Family, Mollie and Mark Sanford, Art Dale, Northern

Red Hat Belles, Faye and Dan Mobilia, Tim and Lori Tomsich, Patti and Jamie Quick, Tom Mesojedec, Carol Wright,
Vermilion Club, Sue and Zane Beaton, Carol and Paul Knuti, Tim and Nancy Kotzian, Charles and Nancy Tekautz,
Lori and Steve Vukelich, Barb and Roger Rinne, Jim and Cathy Wright, Madeline Manion, Mary Batinich, The Little
Church of Vermilion Lake Township, Steve Abrahamson, Ron and Sue Norha, Laurie and Rolf Anderson, Lynn Dee
and Mark Lehto, Debra Andrick, Muriel and Lynn Scott, Nancy Wagner, Peter and Colette Johnson, Enestvedt Fami-

ly, Patricia Helmberger, Elaine and Peter McGillivray, Joan and Jeffrey Jauss, Faye Tekautz, Nancy Larson, Vermilion
Dream Quilters, Quilters in Soudan, Lamppa Manufacturing, Inc., Ellen Hintz, Stephanie Ukkola, Julie Horihan, Mary
Oman, Liz Villnow, Colleen Lepper, Linda Kronholm, Maggie Manion, Vickie Lange, Kathryn Sacchetti, and Barbara

Schmidt. Thanks to both Target of Virginia and Walmart of Mt. Iron for donations/discounts for our shopping this year.

Wmnmg Artiste Lucy Talberg
Grade 3

Many other anonymous individuals made donations of gift cards and cash. If we inadvertently missed your name, we

apologize; sometimes donations are left at the Timberjay office when | am not there, and names are not recorded.

And thanks to all those who volunteered their time: Kathy Lovgren and her crew from the Tower Soudan Civic Club
(Mary Oman, Julie Horihan, Elaine McGillivary, Peter McGillivary, Bergetta Indihar, Corky Eloranta, Jeff Lovgren),
Mary Shedd, Victoria Ranua, Jacqueline Peters, Pat Helmberger, Clair Helmberger,

Stephanie Ukkola, and the crew at the Timberjay for all their help.

Read the news
each week at

timberjay.com
Check out our
online e-edition

Jodi Summit-Operation Santa Coordinator
Kathy Lovgren-Tower Soudan Civic Club
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST

Computer skills and people skills a must!
Drop off your resume at Peshel Accounting,
1704 E. Camp St., Ely or call 218-365-2424 tin

Social Studies
Teacher .5 FTE

VERMILION
CQCUHN,LRY Vermilion Country School in
Tower, MN is seeking to hire a
.5 FTE Social Studies Teacher
for the 2021-2022 school year.
Position open until filled.

For more information, please email
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org
or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Substitute Bus Drivers

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications
for substitute bus drivers for the 2021-2022
school year. A background check is required.

Qualifications include:

» Minnesota Class B driver’s license

» Minnesota School Bus Endorsement

» Minnesota Passenger Bus Endorsement
>» Must have good driving record

» Pre-employment drug test required

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include: District
Application

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us

Rate of Pay: $18.73/hour

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 24 & 31, 2021

EX living well

WY THERAPY
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST

Living Well Therapy has a part time opening,
1-2 days weekly, for an OTR to work with
our skilled nursing facility team in northeast-
ern Minnesota performing evaluations, patient
treatment and supervision of a COTA. The
ideal candidate who joins our skilled and moti-
vated staff will be passionate about their work,
enjoy working with small teams and place an
emphasis on patient outcomes and customer
satisfaction.

This position offers competitive pay, paid trav-
el to and from work, mileage reimbursement,
PTO and company match 401K.

Interested candidates can call Patrick at 218-
343-6253 or email patrick@living-well-thera-
py.com.  izs

PUBLIC NOTICES

Vermilion Lake Township
Notice of Filings

Filings for the following offices will open on
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 and close on
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.

Supervisor . . . . 3-year term
Clerk . ... 2-year term

Filing fee: $2.00
Candidates: File Affidavit of Candidacy
by appointment only at the CLERK’S
OFFICE, 6703 Wahlsten Rd. The clerk’s
office will be open the last day of filing from 1
p.m.-5p.m.
Call 218-749-2902 and leave a message.
Election will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2022
Crystal Alaspa, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 17 & 31, 2021

CAMP VOYAGEUR

Grounds/Maintenance
Person Wanted

Construction and plumbing experience helpful
Please call 218-365-6042 or email us at
cvspirit@campvoyageur.com. tn

Ameriprise
Financial

Part-time/Full-time at Ameriprise in Cook,
includes work from home opportunities.

Send resumes to Adam Maki at
adam.r.maki@ampf.com 1223

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Long-Term Substitute Art Teacher
1.0 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Ely Public Schools is looking for a Long-
Term Substitute Art Teacher starting February
4, 2022 through approximately May 4,
2022. Salary and fringes as per the Master
Agreement between ISD #696 and the Ely
Education Association and School Board poli-
cy. A background check is required.

Qualifications include:

» Current Minnesota teaching license

» Previous teaching experience preferred

> Excellent communication skills including
verbal and written

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the fol-
lowing:

> District Licensed Application

>» Resume

» Copy of official transcripts

» Current Minnesota teaching license

> 3 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn:
Superintendent Erik Erie, 600 E. Harvey St.,
Ely, MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.
mn.us. Contact Memorial Principal Megan
Anderson at (218) 365-6166 ext. 1726 or
manderson@ely.k12.mn.us with any ques-
tions.

Application review to begin: January 7, 2022;
open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 24 & 31, 2021

5 Work at the
TIMBERJAY!

The Timberjay has an opening for a part-time
staffer to work in our Tower office. Duties
include general office work, local reporting,
editing of community notices, page layout,
photography, and more. Lots of variety, flex-
ible hours as long as work gets done by our
deadline. Job would be about 12 hours a week
(Tuesday through Thursday), with more hours
available if desired. Looking for someone who
enjoys working in a fast-paced environment,
has good attention to detail, and enjoys deal-
ing with the public. Job requires office com-
puter skills (typing, email, familiarity with basic
software programs). We will train the right
candidate on graphics/page layout software.

For more information, call Jodi at 218-753-
2950 (office), 218-750-3513 (cell), or email
editor@timberjay.com.

PUBLIC NOTICES

timberjay.com

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950
timberjay.com

subscribe to the
e-edition...online
each week

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILINGS

Filings for the following offices open on
Tuesday, December 28, 2021, through
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 5 p.m. for the
offices of:

1 Supervisor: 3-year term
1 Clerk: 2-year term

Filing fee is $2.

File the Affidavit of Candidacy at Clerk’s
Office. Please call 218-355-0163 (cell) for the
clerk’s office hours.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 17 & 31, 2021
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HOSP

Central Suppl

Nursing

ACOOK

AL & CARE CENTER

Our Specalty i You
OPEN POSITIONS
PT Central Supply Assistant

PT RN House Supervisor
Adult Day Services (ADS)

PT ADS Assistant
Lab

Radiology

Care Center

Equul Oppocaunity Employen)

FT Medical Laboratory Tech (MLT)

FT Radiologic Technologist

FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $16.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)
PT RN/LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Afirmathes Action Employer

Dieta%(
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Activities

PT & Casual Activities Assistant
Environmental Services

FT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide

Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Besources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org
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King Crossword

ACROSS
1 Russian range
6 First lady

before
Michelle

11 Salem's state

12 Cancels

14 Mexican revo-
lutionary

15 "Are you
happy I'm
back?"

16 Low digit

17 Omits

19 Soak {up)

20 1492 vessel

22 Rock's Brian

23 Spanish ayes

24 Devour

26 Religious
doctrines

28 — Moines

30 Actress Long

31 Fairly shared

35 Snares

39 "— Smile
Be Your
Umbrella®

40 Director
Howard

42 Half a sextet

43 Egg (Pref.)

44 Pale purple

46 Club —

47 "New World
Symphony”
composer

49 Recital piece

51 Bagel choice

3

i

4 15

7

8

TH

11

13

14

31 |32 |33

39

43

47 48 49 50

51 52

.53 54

52 Handsome 7 Black birds participant
guy 8 Young — 31 Trudges

53 Hinder (tots) 32 Gunned, as

54 Classical lan- 9 Putin's land an engine
guage 10 Nearly 33 ldle

11 Ultraviolet fil- 34 "You've got

DOWN ter mail" co.

1 Muse of 13 Old photo tint 36 Designer
astronomy 18 Ky. neighbor Giorgio

2 Show contri-
tion

3 Khan title

4 Used-car
sites

5 Plumber's
tool

6 Spoof

21 Actress
McDonald
of "Private
Practice"

23 Brainy

25 Pod dweller

27 "Shoo!"

29 Picket-line

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

37 Bakery pan
38 Fizzy drinks
41 Twangy

44 Hobbling

45 Musical finale
48 Squealer

50 "Kidding!"

by Linda Thistle

715

3
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TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
o Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

HELP WANTED

HELP ~ WANTED- COOK
NEEDED- full-time or part-time
at Melgeorge’s on Elephant
Lake. WEEKEND CABIN
CLEANERS also needed. Call
218-374-3621. tfn

answers for puzzle
on previous page

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 21 mins.
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AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA°  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

CryptoQuip
answer
All the ready-to-drink
products in this supermarket
come in bottles only.
It's so un-canny.

Find
It
Here

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!
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Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today — 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty

Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

s,

Frank’s Marine

Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

JELD I ©YAMAHA
@ Poadaerr B GODIRY

Sales - Service

Rentals
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

SUPPORT
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- Thursdays
at 7 p.m. at Woodland
Presbyterian Church, Acacia
Blvd. and Central Drive in
Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

BOAT WoORKS

U

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER

Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

Winter Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat/Sun: Closed

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
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Storage ¢ Complete Service * Sales

Sell It
Here

Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

& YAMAHA

TIMBUKTU

AT AN T N A
ok L - VERMIL
21 8-666-213-1
Cabin rentanls
Yeor roand boat
storage and dockage
Boat amd pontoon
remial
Convenience siore
sas, bail & liguor

TIMBUKTY
NMARINE

LAKE VERMILION
21 8-666-2276

S Vermidlian Oiv - Tesk WY

wEERES
@sonts (2 mercury,
$suzu @YAMAHA

Sales, service, storage, boat lifis,

dochy, railers and seressories

BOATS

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

timbuktumarin.com

timm buk fum arine. com

by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

FREE

GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR
12 days, departs May - September 2022

Fm

ONBOARD CREDIT

Seattle - Vancouver « Ketchikan « Juneau - Skagway -
Glacier Bay - Anchorage « Denali - and more — Visit
Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the
same incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf of Alaska
and the Inside Passage as you discover the best of the
Frontier State by land and by sea.

promo code N7017

M

HOWFLAU

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
®casy €@ Vedum €€ @ Dirficult

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Super Crossword OFF DUTY
ACROSS 54 Song of 95 Take hold DOWN 36 Hail — 83 — -cone
1 Pillager thanksgiving 98 Flanders 1 Perjurer, e.q. (yell “Taxi™) (frozen treat)
7 Branch of 56 Drink sample on “The 2 Leerat 37 Western mil. 85 Actor —
Buddhism 57 Tattoos and Simpsons” 3 Eamed more alliance Zimbalist Jr.
10 Mosque piercings 99 Bucolic points than 42 Dancer 86 Robbed
minister 59 Journalistic byway 4—Bo Duncan 87 Stitched line
14 Stallone role profession 101 Here-there (fitness 43 Roman 88 Counts up
19 Large lizard 63 Childbirth linkup system) despot 92 Wave-tossed
20 Shirt-pocket assistant 103 Madam’s 5 Register, toa 44 Global bobber
audio player 66 Two-spinoff partner Brit financial gp. 93 Voting “no”
22 Wine coolers CBS series 105 Plains tribe 6 Rushed 46 Reaches 96 Exclusive
23 Gasohol, 67 Quit sleeping 106 Shady giants toward 47 Jacuzzi sigh group of
e.g. 68 Very manly 107 Earnings not 7 Pimple 48 Honshu port people
25 Italy’s largest 72 Like gross allocated for 8 Start for 50 Saltpeter 97 Lack of a
port profits ... necessary dermis 51 Fork out response
26 Apartment, or how the items 9 Many a fiction 54 Purple-brown 99 Fancy tie
e.g.: Abbr. ends of eight 115 Very brave book 55 School lobby 100 Copier ink
27 Sculling answersin 116 Adam’s 10 Newborn ap. 102 Agent, for
need this puzzle partner 11 Egyptian — 58 Soaking spot short
28 That, in might appear 117 Suffix with (certaincat) 60Onewayto 104 “The nervel”
Spanish 75 Digital northwest 12 In the blink serve ham or 107 Wafers, e.g.
29 America’s greeting 118 Provided with of — pastrami 108 Prelim
Cup sport 76 lllicit love a meal 13 Grinding 61"It's Pat” star 109 Fine fiddle
31 Passed-on affairs 121 Razor-honing tooth Julia 110 Prone to tilt
value system, 78 Helen’s city band 14 “You said it” 62 Tic-toe linkup 111 “The Wire”
say 79 4-point 122 It may be 15 Transparency 64 Leaves alone actor Elba
36 Ever and — Scrabble trespassed film 65 “Yes, sorry to 112 Trendy again
38 “The Fresh piece on 16 “MIB” part say” 113 Earthen pot
Prince of — 81 Events 127 Move 17 Ride to bust 68 Former fillies 114 Comparable
-Air’ to move around like 18 Plains tribe 69 Entertain (with)
39 Volkswagen merchandise a baby 21 Fashion 70 Tailed orbiter 119 Feminizing
hatchback for charity 128 Bristlecone, 24 Caribbean 71 Engine noise suffix
40 Ellipsis bit 84 Redgrave of for one isle 73 Dancing girl 120 Batik artisan
41 Serious moral film 129 “Tru” subject 30 “El —" (1961 in “Return of 123 Feminizing
offense 89 Ending for 130 Made of turf epic film) the Jedi” suffix
45 Big Apple Canton 131 River through 32 Oct. 24 74 VIl times Il 124 Ending for
airport code 90 Leg bone Flanders observance 77 Boss of a cpl. cannon
48 Superbright 91 Pro hoops gp. 132 37-Down 33 Count (on) 80 Actor Bert of 125 Cribbage
colors 94 Tested the part: Abbr. 34 Besides that “The Wizard pin
52 “Relax, GIVY weight of by 133 Neighbor on 35 Boisterous of 0" 126 Green-
53 — Kippur lifting “Seinfeld” merriment 82 A, to Wilhelm minded gp.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 11 |12 |13 14 (15 [16 |17 |18
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Answer
8(1|7|5|9|2|3|4|6
3(6(9|1|7|4|2|8]|5
5(4(2|3|8|6|1[7]9
7/5(4|12|1|8|9|6|3
1|/3|6|9|4|5|7|2]|8
2(9(8|6(3|7|4|5](1
6|/7|3|4|5|1]|8|9]|2
9(8|5|7|2|3|6|1|4
4/2(1|8|6|9|5[3|7
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Wishes for Peace -
in the Coming Year %3

from all of us at
Cook Building Center

Closed: Dec. 31, Jan. 1 & 2
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Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

EOOH BUILDING EENTER eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

27,0 9,0 97,0 @
@ Happy New Year! g

¥ CLOSED
;@ December 31
> and January 1

il We are a UPS Drop/Ship site

VERMILION LUMBER

[Gain| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
m:rl

-_.@f’ﬁ j

| hi}9218-753-2230 3
[ aier | 302 Main St., Tower, MN VISA
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

— Thc FINISHED LOOK ==
REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

218-235-7305

Licensed and Insured

License# BC674311

The Bath or Shower
You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

No Payments & No Interest
for 18 Months™

Military & Senior Discounts Available
OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2021

‘500
OFF

BCi BATH& (855) 651-0584

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Dec 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.
**Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. €2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to slow cooking.

NTUOECR

A2JUNO) ‘AINSUY/

! CryptoQuip A

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: Kequals R

QAA LFW KWQJT-LV-JKPME
XKVJYHLD PM LFPD DYXWKRQKEWL
HVRW PM NVLLAWD VMAT.

PL'D DV YM-HQMMT.
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©2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Your Source For Roofing
« METAL ROOFING
« ARCHITECTURAL
VERoGra SHINGLES
Serving Cook, . . ;
Towera Bryan (218) 269-1039
Ely Areas Karl\(6_1 2) 418-8953,{\
Licensed « Insured BC# 735662 »
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com

e Licensed Septic Design
ASEEET T g Installation

¢ Complete Site & Building Preparation

# Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
+ Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220

2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

N NORTHEAST

Northeast Title Company

has competitive rates and
professional services assuring
peace of mind for our
customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products
along with a professional

staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our fransactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

VIRGINIA OFFICE

612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515

Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174

Sharon Maronick

Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

A THE FINISHED LOOK

/*: BUILDING | ROOFING
P REMODELING
o

John Thomas Almeida

Crwner & Designer
Pingajti@gmail.com
(218) 235-7305

KIT:CHENS *BATHROOMS +FIREPLACES *BARS
Licensed & Insured - License #BC674311

Subscribe Today

YOU'GALL WE HAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-7180-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

GENERAC

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

7-Year Extended Warranty*

FR E A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

We Wish You'A
Happy New Year
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CLOSED * JANUARY 1 & 2
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< FLOOR to CEILING

INTERIDR \

4 01 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron
/2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690
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S |

floortoceiling.com/virginia




