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REGIONAL— A slow-moving 
low-pressure system brought the first 
widespread and heavy snowfall of 
the season to the North Country this 
past Sunday, along with some of the 

coldest temperatures so far this winter. 
Snowfall totals exceeded a foot 

in some locations, particularly on the 
Mesabi Iron Range, where Chisholm 
reported 15 inches, with 14 inches 

recorded in Hibbing and 12 inches in 
Virginia and Britt. Snow totals were 
somewhat less north of the divide, 

Heavy snow and wind hit the North Country
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See...WINTER  pg. 9

An Ely snowblower operator fights though the wind-driven snow 
Monday morning while clearing his sidewalk. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY – Costs for the 
$20 million ISD 696 school 
campus construction and 
renovation, dubbed the 21st 
Century Learning Facility 
Project, are creeping ever 
upward, causing construc-
tion managers and school 
officials here to adjust pri-
orities to finish the job.

At a study session 
M o n d a y  n i g h t , 
Superintendent Erik Erie 
announced that the Ely 
school board postponed a 
special meeting that was to 
be held that night to approve 
the bids received for $3.5 
million worth of renovation 
work on the Washington and 
Elementary buildings.

That postponement 
decision was made at a 
school board facilities 
meeting last week when the 
latest bids were reviewed.

“We wrestled with those 
items in the budget and took 
a look at what’s left,” Erie 
said. “Some decisions were 
made to adjust priorities.”

The school board is 
expected to make a deci-
sion regarding the third bid 
package at their regular busi-
ness meeting on Monday, 
Dec. 13.

“It is possible we may 
be removing the windows 
(replacement) to be able to 
do things like finishing the 
boys locker room,” he said.

Other items listed in 
the notes from the facilities 

Is Ely school 
renovation 
running out 
of money?

GREENWOOD TWP- Virginia Fire Chief 
Al Lewis told township officials and residents 
here last week that there are ways to improve 
their emergency medical response system, but 
none are likely to be inexpensive. 

Lewis made his comments as an invited 
guest to an informational meeting sponsored by 
the town board in response to concerns raised 
over the future of EMS 
in the community, 
including financial 
issues and the lack of 
advanced life support 
services. About 35 
people,  including 
township officials, 
residents, and local 
emergency respond-
ers, attended the public 
meeting.

Lewis said the 
challenges currently 
facing emergency medical services are system-
ic, created by an outdated funding structure, 
and that the only real solution will involve the 
creation of larger regional districts with pro-
fessional staffs, along with a financial system 
that is based on actual needs, and not tied to 
where the financial resources are coming from.

Some township officials and a few vocal 
Greenwood residents have been critical of the 
Tower Area Ambulance Service. A few have 
even suggested the township look at joining the 
Cook Ambulance District (an option that would 
involve joining the Cook Hospital District, a 
taxing authority), or asking Virginia to locate 
a staffed ambulance in the township. 

Town supervisors have made it clear they 
are not interested in managing or running an 
ambulance service, with the financial obliga-
tions involved. Meanwhile, first responders in 
the township, have expressed strong support 
for the Tower Ambulance Service.

Township hears  
options for better 
EMS response

Al Lewis

CELEBRATING THE SEASONCELEBRATING THE SEASON
Four-year-old Maverick Wright, 
above, pondered what else he 
would like for Christmas while 
sitting on Santa’s lap during 
Orr’s Snow City Christmas 
festival on Saturday. Mike 
Hanson and his horses, right,  
took a wagon full of folks 
on a ride at part of Santa’s 
Workshop festivities in Cook 
on Saturday. Kathryn Hetra, 
with Waylon Mankus seated 
in front of her, below, waves 
to the Snow City Christmas 
parade crowd Saturday from 
the Dam Supper Club float. 
photos by D. Colburn

REGIONAL- Healthcare 
systems continue to grapple with 
an unrelenting COVID case surge 
that is keeping Minnesota among 
the nation’s hardest hit states.

Only New Hampshire and 
Michigan currently have higher 

COVID case rates than Minnesota, 
according to Tuesday’s data 
on the Centers for Disease 
Control’s COVID tracking site. 
Minnesota’s seven-day case rate 
of 590.2 per 100,000 population 
was more than double the national 

average of 247.1.
Coupled with non-COVID 

conditions driven up by season-
al illnesses such as the flu and 
those who delayed treatment of 
other medical conditions due 
to COVID, the current surge is 
taxing the state’s hospitals like 
never before. Combined patient 

loads in the state’s adult inten-
sive care units set a pandemic 
high record last week, with 98 
percent of all beds occupied. On 
Monday, 56 of the 68 hospitals in 
Minnesota with adult ICU units 
had zero beds available.

COVID-related hospitaliza-
tions hit their highest level of the 

State can’t shake Delta COVID surge
Ely records 117 cases in past three weeksby DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

See...COVID  pg. 9

Holiday Deadlines
Dec. 17 issue... Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.
Dec. 24 issue... Dec. 21 at 10 a.m.
Dec. 31 issue... Dec. 23 at 10 a.m.
No paper published on Jan. 7Winter sports... Winter sports... See /See /1B1B
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 Community notices
Holidays at the Symphony, Dec. 11

VIRGINIA- Start your holidays with the Mesabi 
Symphony Orchestra. On Saturday evening, Dec. 
11 at 7 p.m., the MSO will present a holiday concert 
at Virginia High School’s Goodman Auditorium. A 
light show and a quartet of singers are included. See 
www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org for all details.

Range of Voices choral concerts,  
Dec. 10 and 12 

REGIONAL- Range of Voices will present two 
concerts featuring a mix of winter and Christmas 
songs. The concerts will be held Friday, Dec. 10 at 7 
p.m. at Chisholm Baptist Church and Sunday, Dec. 
12 at 2 p.m. at Gethsemane Lutheran in Virginia. 

Woodland Christmas at the Nelimark, 
Dec. 9-11

EMBARRASS- The Nelimark Homestead and 
Farmstead Artisans will celebrate the holiday season 
on Dec. 9-11 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. each day. 

Stop in to enjoy Woodland Christmas at the 
Nelimark. There will be handcrafted and ethnic gifts, 
baked goods, coffee, conversation, and Christmas 
cheer. Located on Hwy. 21 across from Timber Hall. 

Ice Candle and Holiday Gathering set 
for Dec. 18

EMBARRASS- A display of candles will take 
place at the Embarrass Cemetery on Saturday, Dec. 
18. Christmas goodies and coffee will be served at 
the town hall at 4 p.m. along with crafts for the kids. 
Come to enjoy the holiday spirit and beauty of ice 
candles.

Donations of cookies or bars are welcome and 
are greatly appreciated. Volunteers are also needed to 
place candles at the cemetery that afternoon. Call the 
clerk’s office at 218-984-2084 for any questions or to 
volunteer. 

Essentia Health holding virtual 
advance care planning classes 

REGIONAL- Essentia Health is hosting free 
advance care planning (ACP) classes on the follow-
ing days: 

• Tuesday, Dec. 7, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
• Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022, 9-10 a.m. 
• Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Advance care planning is a process that helps 

you think and talk about your choices for health care 
in the future. It’s important for every adult to have 
an advance directive, also known as a living will or 
health care directive.  

Everyone is invited to join in thought-provoking 
conversation to discover the value of ACP, reflect 
on your values, choose a health care agent, explore 
goals for treatment and take steps toward completing 
a health care directive for yourself. By having these 
conversations proactively, you can ensure that your 
preferences are understood if you become unable to 
make medical decisions for yourself due to an acci-
dent, injury or sudden illness. 

For the safety of our communities, these classes 
are currently being offered virtually. 

If you are unable to attend a virtual class but are 
interested in learning about advance care planning, 
our pre-recorded webinar, “It’s about the conversa-
tion,” is available at the above link, as well. 

Donate at the Ely DFL office for Ely 
Community Resource toy drive

ELY- In the spirit of the holidays, the 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party’s Ely office is now 
collecting books, board games and educational items 
for middle and high school-aged children.

All contributions will be given to the annual 
holiday project of Ely Community Resource, which 
has been providing positive youth development 
activities for over 40 years for area youth.

Community members may drop off their dona-
tions at the Ely office at 1311 E Sheridan St. during 
its regular hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
1-3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. from 
Dec. 2 through Dec. 14.

The holiday gift drive is part of “Democrats 
Care,” a nationwide initiative by the Democratic 
Party to embrace and act on its ideals and work to 
improve our country beyond the ballot, beginning in 
local communities.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON

A very merry Christmas in Ely

ELY – The Christmas 
season is in full swing here 
and local organizations are 
hosting festive events to 
celebrate the holidays.

Congratulations to the 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Shine Bright Ely” down-
town window decoration 
winners:

First place went to 
Pengal’s Basswood Trading 
for the creative “retro” dec-
orations in  their windows. 
Second place went to Ely 
Lakes and Pines Realty, 
in the former J.D. Mills 
Co. building. Third-place 
honors went to Grand Ely 
Lodge. In fourth place was 
Ely Surplus and Outdoors. 
Shine Bright Ely runs 
through December.

The Chamber’s annual 
Mrs. Claus Party is sched-
uled for Saturday, Dec. 11 
at the Grand Ely Lodge. 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be 
outside welcoming children 
and families for drive-thru 
goodie bag pick-up from 
1-2 p.m. The traditional 
indoor event they hoped 
to have that afternoon is 
canceled due to COVID-
19 public health concerns. 
Everyone is asked to remain 
in their vehicles, while 
helper elves deliver goodie 
bags to the kiddos.

The Ely Folk School 
will celebrate the season 
with a Holiday Party 
on Saturday, Dec. 11 at 
Semer’s Park Beach from 
2-5 p.m. Participants will 
be able to socialize at an 
outdoor bonfire, play Snow 
Snakes (an Ojibwe winter 
game) and indulge with 
homemade pasties and 
glögg. Free snowshoe rental 

and dog sled rides will be 
available, as conditions 
allow. 

Two-dol lar  raff le 
tickets will be available 
at the event for a variety 
of gift baskets valued at 
$123. Special thanks to 
Bent Paddle, Zup’s Market 
in Ely, Piragis Northwoods 
Co. and Ely Liquor for 
helping to sponsor this 
holiday event.

Todd Crego of Ely 
Area Television produced 
a Celebrate the Season 
holiday and variety show 
again this year. He devel-
oped a televised show last 
year as the coronavirus 
pandemic put a halt to live 
entertainment events. 

This year, the event 
will also be held live 
at Ely’s Historic State 
Theater. The Celebrate the 
Season Holiday Concert 
will begin at 7 p.m. on 

two Wednesdays, Dec. 15, 
and Dec. 22. Tickets are 
available at www.elysta-
tetheater.org.

The recorded show will 
be available for viewing on 
local cable channels 11 and 
98 from Dec. 15 through the 
holiday season.

The hour-plus show 
features Christmas-related 
music, singing, dancing, 
and story-telling from local 
artists, including Bernie 
Palcher, Sara Skelton, Barb 
Cary Hall, Joey Kenig, 
Lisa Fuglie of Monroe 
Crossing, Keiko Williams 
and Kathleen Floberg, the 
Ely Public Library staff, and 
a community choir.

This production is par-
tially funded by the Donald 
G. Gardner Humanities 
Trust. This activity is made 
possible in part by the voters 
of Minnesota through a 
grant from the Arrowhead 

Regional Arts Council, 
thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund. 

Reflections Dance Co. 
will present their Winter 
Showcase 2021 on Sunday, 
Dec. 12, beginning at 
6 p.m. at the Vermilion 
Community College Fine 
Arts Theater. Come and see 
their works-in-progress for 
the upcoming summer 2022 
show, “Math in Motion.”

Pieces include ballet, 
tap, jazz, contemporary, and 
acro. Tickets are $5 at the 
door, and participants can 
reserve tickets to be held. 
Cash or check payable to 
NLAA. 

Email Molly Olson 
at molson727@gmail.
com for more information. 
Masks will be required for 
all audience members as per 
VCC policy. 

Pengal’s Basswood Trading Co. won first place in the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce Shine Bright Ely window-decorating contest with their retro 
look at Christmas in the 1960s. photo by K. Vandervort

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Live Nativity at Babbitt Assembly of God, Dec. 18 and 19
BABBITT- An outdoor 

living Nativity will be pre-
sented at the Babbitt Assembly 
of God, 29 Babbitt Rd., on 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 
18 and 19. Performance times 
are 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. Each 
presentation is 15 minutes long. 
There will be live animals. 
Please dress warmly. 
submitted photo

Memorial Blood Centers (MBC) is calling all eligible blood 
and platelet donors to step up and help save lives

REGIONAL- The need 
for blood is constant, but the 
supply isn’t. Founded by the 
community, for the commu-
nity, donors with Memorial 
Blood Centers help supply 
nearly 40 local hospitals 
and more than a dozen air 
ambulance bases. Help 
hospital patients in need by 
scheduling an appointment 
online at mbc.org or by 

calling 1-888-GIVE-BLD 
(888-448-3253). 

M e m o r i a l  B l o o d 
Centers follows strict safety 
protocols for donors and 
staff to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and 
its variants. Donors are 
required to wear a face mask 
or face covering.  

Blood donation is safe 
and essential, and MBC has 

a COVID-19 self-screening 
policy in addition to general 
eligibility guidelines. In 
general, you may be eligible 
to donate if you are in good 
health, 17 years or older— 
or 16 with written parental 
consent (form available 
online), at least 110 pounds, 
free of antibiotics for 24 
hours, unless taken for 
preventative reasons, and 

symptom-free for at least 
72 hours following a cold 
or flu.

All donors will be 
entered to win a 55-inch TV 
and daily drawings for $25 
streaming gift cards from 
now until Dec. 31.

We are dangerously 
low on all blood types at 
this time. 

A SHORT 
DRIVE TO A 

LONG LASTING 
SMILE

millerhilldental.com | 218-722-1070

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS 

IN DULUTH!



TOWER- At a joint 
meeting between the city of 
Tower and the Gundersen 
Trust Board, the group 
heard from two community 
foundations interested in 
taking over management 
of the trust fund through 
conversion to a community 
foundation model.

The group also heard 
that the option of con-
tinuing to independently 
manage the trust through 
Frandsen Bank and Trust 
was off the table. The trust 
board needs to make a 
decision on the future man-
agement of the trust, and 
any decision that is made 
will require court approval.

Steve Vranich, Sr. Vice 
President and Trust Officer 
at Frandsen, was not able 
to attend the meeting due 
to a family emergency, 
but he wrote to Gundersen 
Treasurer Steve Wilson 

detailing his recommen-
dations for the trust board.

“I must say that after 
reading the letter from the 
Quinlivan and Hughes Law 
Firm, and the options they 
outline, it may be best to 
partner with a community 
foundation,” he wrote.

Frandsen would still 
be interested in partnering 
with a community trust to 
manage investment of the 
assets, he said.

Some members of the 
trust board have indicated 
they would prefer to keep 
control over the trust and 
work with a local bank. 
This option would still 
require the trust to seek 
court approval, and also 
would require an annual 
audit and other attorney 
fees, costs which are cur-
rently adding up to more 
than what the trust earns 
in interest in a year.

Vranich said he had 
spoken with Karl Samp at 
the Brainerd Lakes Area 

Foundation.
“They would hire us 

to manage the assets of 
your portfolio,” he said. 
“They have the expertise on 
assisting the city of Tower 
to build and maintain the 
foundation and we have the 
expertise on investing the 
funds. They do not invest 
foundation monies but hire 
third-party investors to do 
so, which is what our role 
would be.”

The July 14 letter he 
was referencing was work 
from the Quinlivan and 
Hughes Law Firm, hired by 
the trust board, that outlined 
three options for the board 
to consider for the future of 
the assets of the trust.

The current legal and 
tax status of the trust, which 
now totals over $900,000, 
has been the focus of the 
trust board this past year 
as they work to create a 
new framework that would 
allow for the trust to earn 
more income. The purpose 

of the trust was to create 
income to contribute to 
the city and its residents, 
in perpetuity.

The attorney’s review 
of the trust brought into 
focus questions about how 
the trust is currently being 
operated as a “government 
trust,” and the fact the 
trust had never applied for 
501(c)3 non-profit status.

“There is still uncer-
tainty as to the exact legal 
status of the Gundersen 
Trust,” attorney Brad 
Hanson wrote to the trust 
board.

In addition, investment 
restrictions placed on the 
trust’s assets in a 2018 court 
order meant the investment 
options for the money were 
severely limited to options 
that currently, and expect-
ed in the near future, are 
earning almost negligible 
amounts of interest income.

Even before the presen-
tation by two community 
foundation representatives, 

some trust board members 
had reservations about 
moving the funds to a com-
munity foundation.

“Once you sign it 
away, it is gone,” said 
trust board member Dena 
Suihkonen. “I don’t think 
the Gundersen family gave 
it to us for something future 
generations can’t decide 
on. You are taking away 
future generations’ rights 
to possibly come up with 
a better way.”

“It is very clear in the 
historical record that this 
was something given for 
the perpetual benefit of the 
city,” said Wilson. “It was 
clear that when they set 
up the initial court order, 
they wanted a permanent 
endowment.”

Switching the money 
to a community foundation 
model does not change 
this, Wilson noted, and 
the authority for spending 
the proceeds would still 
be at the local level, not 

decided by the community 
foundation.

But others noted that 
the local group does not 
have the expertise to be 
managing this fund on its 
own.

“We can’t match the 
investment brains that do 
this seven days a week,” 
said trust board member 
and city council member 
Sheldon Majerle. “And if 
it isn’t in a foundation, we 
need to deal with the IRS 
and auditors.”

Trust board chair Jesse 
Gornick said the board 
might have to look into 
hiring someone as their 
board treasurer if they 
choose to continue man-
aging the fund themselves, 
another expense, and this 
also wouldn’t guarantee a 
long-term outlook for the 
investments.

A community founda-
tion approach can create a 
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BREITUNG TWP- 
The Breitung-Tower Police 
contract was approved by 
the Breitung Town Board at 
its last meeting on Dec. 2. 
The contract, if approved by 
the city, would have the city 
paying $65,351 for police 
services each year, a large 
reduction from previous 
years when they had paid 
$121,000. 

The contract would 
begin on Jan. 1 and last 
for one year, with a review 
scheduled for October. The 
reduction in cost is due to a 
reduction in staffing hours, 
limiting the officer to 40 
hours per week with no 
on-call time. 

All personnel respon-
sibilities, including the 
option to hire more officers, 
remain with the township. 
The contract states that, 
“Both parties will nego-
tiate with one another in 

good faith to potentially 
establish a joint powers 
agreement to manage the 
police department.”

The board heard from 
Police Chief Dan Reing 
that he gave out three 
citations in November, 
and he is exploring several 
grant opportunities for 
improved equipment and 
possibly body cameras. 
The department currently 
does not own any body 
cameras. Reing also said 
there was a fund for $360 
set aside for the Shop with 
a Cop program held by 
the police department in 
previous years. Reing will 
donate the funds to the local 
Operation Santa.

M c K i n l e y  P a r k 
revenue is up by $7,278 
from last year. Campground 
manager Susie Chiabotti 
reported that the summer 
went well, bookings were 
strong and guests were 
happy. Chiabotti said that 

costs stayed about the same 
last year, with the electric 
bill up by $590 and the 
garbage bill down $536, 
thanks to a recycling ini-
tiative. Chiabotti thanked 
the board supervisors, clerk 
and treasurer, and mainte-
nance staff for their support 
and help over the summer.

Chiabotti signed a 
one-year extension of her 
management agreement for 
the park. The board raised 
the daily electric rate from 
$44.50 to $49.50 and the 
weekly electric rate from 
$275 to $300 to match other 
area campgrounds more 
closely. All other rates will 
remain the same.

In other news, the town 
board:

Paid $111,985 to 
JPJ Engineering for their 
services.

Made a resolution 
to make application to and 
accept funds from FEMA 
for fire department safety 

and operations equipment. 
The grant is for $50,000 - 
$100,000 and the township 
match would be $2,500 
- $5,000.

 Paid $6,600 to 
Mesabi Bituminous for 
class 5 gravel, street repairs, 
and gravel pit work over the 
past several years. 

 S i g n e d  t h e 
A m b u l a n c e  Ve h i c l e 
R e p l a c e m e n t  A i d 
Agreement which includes 
a $15 per capita contribu-
tion to the service.

Heard that the hockey 
boards that were donated to 
the township and have sat 
unused for several years 
have found a new home at 
a private rink.

Heard that the ambu-
lance service has had the 
highest number of calls in 
a year with 452 calls and 
counting. 

Heard that the Tower 
Trails Plan is available 
for public viewing on the 

township’s website, breit-
ungtownship.org, and com-
ments are being accepted. 

Approved a vari-
ance application for Mary 
Batinich.

Approved a joint 
powers agreement with the 
State of Minnesota, stating 
that the township’s police 
department will provide 

criminal justice data to the 
state.

Made a resolution 
to apply to and accept 
funds from Vega 3 for the 
purchase of a newer ballot 
counter.

The next  regular 
meeting will be Thursday, 
Dec. 23 at 12 p.m.

Breitung board signs police contract with Tower

REAL ESTATE

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?

Give Us A Call!
www.vermilionland.com 
info@vermilionland.com

Tower:  218-753-8985

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

, 
“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$99,999  Up north hunting getaway! 2 BR cabin 
with drilled well and newly installed septic on 34 wooded 
acres bordering state lands. MLS#142426

Lake Vermilion-$125,000  Pine Island 3.5+/ acre
lot with 205+/- Lake Vermilion lakeshore.        
MLS#137634

Pelican Lake, Orr-$179,900 Pelican Lake cabin, sauna,
dry boathouse, 2 woodsheds and privy with 226 ft of 
shoreline.  Electric to main cabin and sauna building.
All buildings need some TLC. MLS#142280

Ash River, Orr-$98,000  Boat-access river property.
4.5 acres and 300 ft of shoreline. MLS#139141

Cook-$179,900  289 acre parcel of land near 
Lake Vermilion with Flint Creek running through.              
MLS#141043

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

218-666-5352  info@bicrealty.com  www.bicrealty.com

We sell the North!

Sales are great!
WE NEED 

NEW LISTINGS!
Contact us for a free 

property evaluation.

BABBITT  Updated 3 BR, 2 BA home in a 
convenient location in Babbitt. 720 sq ft garage, 
large fenced-in back yard, walking distance to 
shopping and schools. $108,000   MLS# 142346

MYRTLE LAKE  Large  lot includes approximately 
300 ft lakeshore and 4.5 acres. Partially open lot, 
wooded lakeshore. Year-round paved road-access, 
electricity available. There is one public access
on Myrtle Lake and one resort. 
$125,000  MLS #137048

ELBOW LAKE  Large, wooded 3.74 acre lot 
with 463 ft lakeshore on Elbow Lake’s 
picturesque North Arm. Electric to site, road-
access, towering pines, elevated views
overlooking the channel.  A true “Boundary Waters” 
feel. $165,000  MLS#141416

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

GUNDERSON TRUST

See  TRUST...pg. 5

Gunderson Trust explores new management options
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

Congratulations on
Your Retirement, Vicki!

Words cannot express the 
dedication, commitment 
and impact this amazing 

realtor has had on our 
local market and lives of 
many buyers and sellers!
With mixed emotions we 
wish Vicki Schelde a very 
happy and well deserved 

retirement.

From All of us at B.I.C Realty



Call me naïve, 
but I’ve never quite 
gotten why some pol-
iticians want to limit 
voters’ ability to cast 
their ballots.  Sure, I 
know that plenty of 
people like to flip the 
classic Clausewitz 
quote and say that 
politics is war by other 
means.  All’s fair, etc., 
they insist.

But the corner-
stone of represen-
tative democracy, the base on 
which everything else rests, 
is the people’s right to cast an 
informed vote to choose our 
leaders.  There’s no argument 
about this: it’s just a basic 
right.  Which means that the more 
Americans we hear from in the 
voting booth, the fairer and more 
representative the results.  So, in 
my book, getting creative about 
restricting the ability to cast a 
ballot is pretty much an admission 
that you can’t win in the market-
place of ideas.

O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f 
our history, despite fits and 
starts, we’ve moved steadi-
ly toward expanding people’s 
ability to vote—from white men 
with property only, to allowing 
women, Black people, Native 
Americans, and people 18 and 
older to cast ballots.  Yet here 
we are in 2021, still in a pitched 
battle over this most basic of 

democratic rights—
fought out this year in 
the state legislatures, 
Congress, and the 
courts,  the same 
venues that have seen 
this issue for genera-
tions.

A n d  r i g h t 
now, it’s looking like 
as a nation we’re on 
a determined march 
backward.  Thanks 
to new legislation 
in Georgia, county 

elections officials—the backbone 
of our democracy—are being 
removed as new local and state 
laws take aim at elections admin-
istration in a bid, bluntly put, to 
put people in authority who can 
tilt rules and regulations in their 
party’s favor.  Secretaries of state 
are losing their power as legisla-
tures across the country move to 
shift power over the running 
of elections to, well, them-
selves.  This does not inspire con-
fidence in the future of American 
democracy.

Why?  Because all these 
maneuvers take aim at the nit-
ty-gritty details of running 
elections: voting hours; the 
locations of precincts and of 
ballot drop boxes; making it 
harder or easier for eligible 
voters to register; what’s in voter 
notifications—and who gets 
them; how often to purge voter 
rolls (and of whom); the ability 

to certify elections.  This is not 
about making voting fairer or 
easier for Americans.  It’s about 
putting rules in place that make it 
harder.  For a more-than-usually 
bold assertion of the partisan hue 
these moves take, you can look 
at Arizona: there, state legisla-
tors have introduced a bill that 
would take away authority from 
the secretary of state of the other 
party—until she leaves office, at 
which point the bill expires.

Looking to the courts for help 
is dicey.  The U.S. Supreme Court 
has just signaled its willingness to 
allow the core value embedded 
in the 1965 Voting Rights Act—
that what happens on the ground 
matters, whatever the intent—to 
fall by the wayside.  In its deci-
sion, the Court essentially said 
that there’s no legal recourse if 
you can’t prove that a legislature 
acted with racist intent, regard-
less of how things play out in 
real life.  There are state courts 
pushing back against this direc-
tion—New Hampshire’s supreme 
court, for instance, recently 
invalidated a law passed in 2017 
because its impact fell unequally 
on voters.  But that strikes me as 
a rearguard action.

When I began in politics, 
I thought it would be easy to 
protect the right to vote.  I was 
dead wrong.  One of my earliest 

“I’m such an 
idiot,” I said to 
myself as I real-
ized I made an 
obvious mistake 
with my bread 
machine. Over in 
the corner I heard 
my two-year-old 
daughter, Dot, 
fumble out the 
syllables, “Id-
i-ot, you’re an 
idiot,” she said. 

…I guess I’ll 
need to be more careful 
about how I talk, but it 

was pretty 
funny.

D o t ’ s 
ability to 
e x p r e s s 
herself has 
grown so 
much over 
the past few 
months. She 
has  been 
able to say 
words for 
a long time 
but now she 

shows her personality with 
her spoken and body lan-

guage. She can tell me what 
she wants and she can tell 
me what happened when 
she gets hurt. 

When Dot has to think 
hard about how to explain 
something she holds her 
hand up, like a waitress 
carrying a tray, and looks 
up to the corner of her eye. 
She’s such a girly girl and 
sweet too. She likes to rub 
her face on my face and go, 
“mm, mm.” There’s truly 
nothing better. 

But being two is rough. 
Toddlers have a lot of ideas 

about things and think they 
know how things should go. 
They want to do everything 
by themselves, and they get 
cranky when things don’t 
go the way they want. 

Being a parent of a 
two-year-old is rough too. 
It’s easy to be bull-headed 
because you too have your 
own ideas about things. But 
then you need to remind 
yourself day after day to 
compromise and let them 
lead, you need to let them 
write the script and then roll 
with the punches with your 

best attitude. 
I used to think I was 

a patient person, now I 
know I’m not. Parenting 
takes a lot of (mountains 
of) self-control. I spend a 
lot of time evaluating my 
parenting. Did I take the 
kids outside today? When 
my three-year-old Ed got 
angry did I respond the right 
way? Did I engage them 
enough? Did I feed them 
the right foods? Are my kids 
getting enough socializa-
tion during the pandemic? 
I feel guilty when things are 

less than ideal. 
I know it’s recom-

mended that children watch 
less than two hours of 
television a day but it’s 
so overwhelming to have 
the kids focused on me all 
day. I often let them watch 
more than they should so 
I can have a break or get 
things done.  

In the summer we 
watch almost no TV at all, 
we spend most of the day 
outside in the yard and 
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Watching little personalities emerge

The United States could 
well be on the precipice of a 
dramatic reshaping of its laws 
and regulations, by the six par-
tisan judges who now control 
the Supreme Court. And we’re 
not talking about the court’s 
expected repeal or weakening 
of the precedent set by the Roe 
v. Wade decision.

The high court’s conser-
vative majority has signaled 
its intent to roll back 100 years 
of legal precedent that could 
affect everything from the 
quality of the food we eat to the 
safety of our workplaces, to the 
quality of the air we breathe. 

At issue is Congress’s 
longstanding practice of 
delegating the drafting of 
federal rules and regulations to 
federal agencies. For decades, 
Congress has passed laws that 
were goal oriented, setting 
broad objectives for improv-
ing some aspect of American 
life. Whether it was air and 
water quality, or the safety of 
pajamas for kids, Congress 
wrote laws that expressed a 
desired outcome, while recog-
nizing that Congress lacked the 
practical ability and expertise 
to develop the fine print on how 
to get there.

That work was left to 
federal agencies, which were 
expected to employ individu-
als knowledgeable in various 
subjects to develop federal 
rules and regulations through 
which the executive branch 
would interpret and enforce 
the laws that Congress wrote. 
Since 1946, the process for 
doing that has been spelled 
out in the Administrative 
Procedures Act. 

Conservatives had no 
qualms about this process back 
when the national political 
landscape was more favorable 
to Republicans. But after eight 
years of President Obama, 
and after considering that the 
Republican nominee has won 
a majority of the presidential 
vote only once in the past 
33 years, conservatives have 
looked to the Supreme Court 
as the best way to win the 
big political arguments they 
haven’t been able to win at the 
ballot box. To do so, they are 
looking to an old legal theory 
that says Congress can’t del-
egate its authority to another 
branch of government. Under 
this dubious theory, virtually 
the entire edifice of the federal 
regulatory system could be 
dismantled, piece by piece, as 
unconstitutional.

It’s no secret that conser-
vatives are gunning for what 
they term “the administrative 
state,” arguing that federal 
regulations should not be 
drafted by what they call 
“unaccountable bureaucrats.” 
It’s a popular sound bite these 
days among conservatives. It 

is, also, complete nonsense.
For one, the bureaucrats 

who have drafted federal 
regulations for decades are 
hardly unaccountable. The 
promulgation of new rules and 
regulations must be clearly 
responsive to congressionally 
enacted laws. Based on the 
Administrative Procedures 
Act, they must go through an 
exhaustive public comment 
process before they are enacted. 
At any point in the process, 
Congress can call those “unac-
countable” bureaucrats before 
a congressional committee 
for a good grilling, or pass a 
new law if they don’t like the 
regulations developed by the 
agencies. And, as always, the 
courts have the opportunity to 
review any new regulations 
should they be challenged, and 
such challenges are routine. 

Anyone who suggests 
the current system is “unac-
countable” had better consult 
an English dictionary for the 
definition of the term.

Unaccountable would 
better describe the Supreme 
Court majority’s plan to replace 
rule-making by federal agen-
cies, with rule-making by 
conservative activist judges 
with lifetime appointments, 
who answer to no one. 

While most federal judges 
are highly intelligent, no one 
expects them to be specialists in 
every possible subject matter. 
The various federal agencies 
deal with an almost unimag-
inable array of complex issues 
and they rely on the thousands 
of experts they employ to make 
sense of it all. That’s why, for 
decades, courts have gener-
ally deferred to the expertise 
deployed by the agencies 
subject to their review, unless 
they determine that statutory 
language is ambiguous or that 
the agency action was arbitrary.

Unfortunately, the current 
Supreme Court majority has a 
political agenda that centers 
around dismantling regulations 
designed to protect the public 
from the predatory impulses 
of market power and wealth. 
Citizens United, which all 
but dismantled controls on 
money in politics, was just 
the opening salvo. Now, with 
a 6-3 Republican majority on 
the court, regulations on clean 
air, clean water, food and work-
place safety, voting rights, con-
sumer protection, and a long 
list of other regulatory systems 
designed to protect the public 
and the environment, could 
soon be dismantled, leaving 
powerful special interests with 
the freedom to run roughshod 
over just about everything that 
protects the average American. 

One thing’s for sure. It’s 
going to be a bumpy ride.

With partisans in charge, regulations 
that protect the public are in danger

STEPHANIE

UKKOLA

Letters from Readers

COMMENTARY

The GOP’s court takeover

The fight over voting

Wow. At long last, after saying 
no for years, after questionable 
claims of lack of money for such 
allocations, after, in fact, returning 
surplus funding to the county, the 
current sheriff buys body cams. Is 
he honest? You decide. 

Contender for the sheriff’s 
office, Chad Walsh, has been out 
and about all around the county for 
the past year listening. Chad Walsh 
has been hearing from the people. 
And they want transparency. They 

want to know what goes on when 
a confrontation happens between a 
sheriff’s deputy and a member of 
the public. You want to know. If 
fact, citizens have always felt they 
should know how their elected 
officials act in a tense situation, 
and they have spoken as loud as 
thunder about the subject. Just ask 
Chad Walsh. 

Funny how, now that he is 
feeling a little heat from a chal-
lenged election, the sheriff who 
has heretofore chosen to work 
in the dark, has “suddenly” seen 
the light! The sheriff who said no 
to transparency until now. The 
person who didn’t really care what 
you wanted. The guy who didn’t 

have enough money in his budget 
until Chad Walsh showed up. 
All of a sudden, whammo… the 
budget exploded! We got enough 
for body cams! Now. 

Don’t be fooled by this sleight 
of hand.

Vote for the guy who will 
have your back. The sheriff who 
is true to his word. The man who 
will implement your ideas and 
consider your needs. The man who 
heard your thunder. That man is 
Chad Walsh. The election will be 
held Nov. 8, 2022.

Carole Kapsner
Aurora 

Vote for real 
transparency in 
the sheriff’s office

See  VOTE...pg. 5

LEE
HAMILTON



THE TIMBERJAY                                                                                                                                                                                    December 10, 2021    5

KIDS...continued from page 4
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votes in Congress was to 
support the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, clearly one of 
the most important pieces of 
legislation in our country’s 
history—and the one that 
the Supreme Court just 
undermined.  I am constant-
ly amazed at how much time, 

energy, and effort some 
people put into denying 
other people the right to 
vote.  This is a battle, and 
those of us who believe that 
the health of our democracy 
rests on ensuring fair, equal, 
and unfettered access to the 
ballot box for all eligible 

voters have our work cut 
out for us.

Lee  Hami l ton  i s 
a Senior Advisor for 
the Indiana University 
Center on Representative 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar at 
the IU Hamilton Lugar 

School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of 
Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 
years.

garden. But in the winter, 
despite my best intentions 
outlined in my column last 
month, “Resisting the urge 
to hibernate” we’re still 
mostly hibernating. I try 
to make sure the kids get 
outside once a day for play 
in the fresh air. 

Motherhood comes 
with a lot of questions. For 
something so “natural” that 
we’ve been doing forever, 
how can it be so complicat-
ed? There are thousands of 
books, blogs, and experts 
trying to dole out advice, 
offering answers to the 
never-ending questions 
that come up while raising 
little ones. Humans are 
complicated, and we live 
in a complicated world. 
Theories and best practic-
es for parenting seem to 
change with every genera-
tion; they vary from culture 
to culture. 

One hotly debated 
example: sleeping babies. 
Co-sleeping, or sharing 
your bed with an infant, is 
practiced around the world 
and is very common. The 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends not 
sleeping with your child in 
the interest of safety. Before 
the 1990s, we were advised 
to put babies to sleep on 
their stomachs, now we are 
to put them to sleep on their 

backs. I can’t tell you how 
many Google searches I did 
for both my babies. I was so 
worried they would die in 
their sleep and I looked at 
article after article on safe 
sleep and spent hours trying 
to find answers to all my 
“What if” questions. 

Now that they’re a little 
older I don’t worry about 
stuff too much anymore; I 
know mostly what is right 
and wrong and I try not to 
feel too guilty when things 
don’t go the ideal way.

In college I registered 
for a 400-level philosophy 
class on motherhood. After 
going to the bookstore and 
finding the 10 pounds of 
required reading, I decided 
that it was just more than I 
could handle that semester 
and I dropped the class. 
Now I wish I had taken the 
class. An armful of books 
sounds a lot easier than 
actual child-rearing and 
maybe I would have learned 
something helpful.

And all kids are so 
different! What works for 
one kid may not work for 
another. Just when you 
think you have everything 
figured out with your first 
kid, the second one changes 
the whole game. Ed and Dot 
couldn’t be more different. 

Ed’s very cautious. 
He’s scared of dogs and 

most other animals. But on 
the other hand, he’s rammy. 
He’s interested in being 
tough and fast. Dot is laid 
back, she loves animals and 
is cuddly. Ed was a very 
fussy baby and kid, Dot not 
so much. 

When we potty trained 
Ed he would get so angry, “I 
DON’T WANT TO!” He’d 
scream in my face while on 
the toilet while I reassured 
him he could. After he was 
done he was fine but he’d 
scream and scream when 
he needed to go. I tried 
everything, I looked at a 
million websites for advice 
and I kept gently pushing 
him because I knew he was 
ready but it was so hard to 
know what the right thing 
to do was when he respond-
ed so violently. Once he 
figured out he could do it, 
he was great about it. 

Dot has made more 
messes while potty training 
but just needed encourage-
ment and reminders. She’s 
never gotten angry, she is 
happy to do it.  We’re still 
working on it with her but 
she’s doing great. She gets 
a little Hershey’s Kiss every 
time she goes and that keeps 
her going. 

It’s easy to think that 
when a child learns to talk, 
things will go more smooth-
ly. Instead of guessing what 

a child needs, they just tell 
you, right? I’m not so sure.

Sometimes Dot will 
randomly say, “go in the 
kitchen, mom.” Uh… ok. 
I think that’s another way 
of saying, “I’m hungry” but 
we’ll work on that. 

“Why?” I ask. 
“I want strawberries, 

I want the salad. Get up. I 
want candy. I need candy. I 
need candy, mom.” Nothing 
is ever simple with kids. 

Her new thing is “uh, 
mom.” She keeps saying 
it over and over on repeat. 
With nothing else to say 
after. 

“Uh, mom,” she says
“Yes?” I say.
“Uh, mom. Uh, mom. 

Uh, mom.”
My kids teach me to 

be a little more light-heart-
ed. I’m prone to being so 
serious and straightforward 
about things. They help me 
exercise my imagination 
when we are pretending 
we’re on a boat ride. I 
enjoy watching them play 
with dinosaurs or showing 
them new ways to use their 
Play-Doh. They keep me 
completely exhausted and 
push me to my limits, but 
it’s really a privilege and a 
pleasure to see their little 
personalities emerge. 
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Minnesota Power rate interim increase approved
ELECTRIC SERVICE

stable source of investment 
profits, guaranteeing a 
specific return on the funds 
invested, mostly between 
four and five percent. Any 
income earned in a year 
above that amount gets 
reinvested in the principal 
and helps create a cushion 
for years when the market 
is poor.

At the joint meeting, 
the council and board 
heard from representatives 
from two Minnesota-based 
community trusts, Duluth-
Superior Area Community 
Foundation and Brainerd 
Lakes Area Foundation.

Community trusts 
are non-profits set up to 
professionally manage 
investments that then pay 
out a stable income to the 
beneficiary, year after year.

The city would need 
to terminate the trust and 
then transfer the funds to 
the community foundation, 

which would carry out the 
purpose of the trust. This 
option also removes the 
need for an annual audit and 
other attorney fees.

Community foun-
dations have guidelines 
for how they invest their 
clients’ money.

“Investments are gov-
erned by statute,” said 
Duluth Superior Foundation 
Development Officer Mark 
Danielson, who attended 
the meeting in Tower.

Danielson said their 
current investment mix is 
about 70 percent in stocks 
and 30 percent in bonds. 
Their stock investments 
are all in index funds which 
reflect broad swaths of the 
stock market and have low 
investment-related costs.

“We have a pretty 
straightforward investment 
philosophy,” he said.

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n 
manages over $100 million 

in assets and a total of about 
450 individual funds.

The foundation would 
charge a 0.55-percent fee 
annually on the total amount 
in the fund. They also are 
hiring a new investment 
manager, and that charge 
will total 0.1 percent.

“We are solid with 
sound investment manage-
ment,” Danielson said. “We 
are based in northeastern 
Minnesota, we understand 
our communities.”

Steve Joul, President/
CEO, and Karl Samp, 
Execu t i ve  D i r ec to r, 
from the Brainerd Lakes 
Community Foundation 
gave their presentation 
via Zoom. Their founda-
tion started with about 
$18.5 million in assets but 
now manages over $200 
million in assets in over 
850 funds, most based in 
central Minnesota.

They also have a focus 

on helping communities 
grow their funds by solic-
iting new donations and 
bequests.

Costs for this fund 
would be 1.0 percent for 
an endowed fund and 1.25 
percent on a flex fund, 
plus an investment fee that 
ranges from 0.24 percent to 
0.57 percent, or the option 
of using Frandsen at 0.6 
percent.

Both funds would then 
distribute the proceeds 
to the city, which would 
need to set up a board, 
like the current Gundersen 
Trust board, to oversee 
distribution of the income 
each year. The distribution 
would need to fit charitable 
guidelines. Currently, the 
Gundersen Trust is set up 
to distribute 75 percent of 
its annual income to the 
city’s general fund, and 
25 percent to community 
education and recreation for 

city residents. The actual 
terms of the distribution 
would be set by the future 
court order dismantling the 
current trust and selection 
of a community foundation.

The board made no 
decisions on selecting an 
option at this meeting. 
A motion by Wilson to 
eliminate the consideration 
of Option1 (continuing 
to locally manage the 
fund) failed on a 3-3 vote, 
with board members John 
Burgess, Dena Suihkonen, 
and Sheldon Majerle voting 
against.

“Frandsen is saying 
thanks but no thanks,” said 
Tower Council Member 
Joe Morin. But council 
members did not decide to 
weigh in with a vote at this 
meeting.

“I don’t believe that 
Frandsen doesn’t want our 
business,” said Burgess. 
“Let’s hear from Frandsen. 

That would solve my situ-
ation. I am only one vote.”

Wilson noted the board 
already had Frandsen’s 
answer in writing.

The board decided to 
have a second meeting in 
December to hear from 
the St. Paul Foundation, 
and also to see if Steve 
Vranich from Frandsen 
was willing to attend the 
meeting (in person or via 
Zoom) to answer questions. 
The meeting date will be set 
sometime in the second or 
third week of December.

In other business, the 
trust board decided not 
to automatically renew 
a group of five CDs at 
Frandsen Bank, which 
are currently earning .07 
percent or less. The board 
is also looking into hiring 
a new audit firm.

TRUST...continued from page 3

R E G I O N A L — 
Customers of Minnesota 
Power will see their rates 
increase beginning Jan. 
1, following a decision 
late last week by the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission. 

The MPUC approved a 
rate increase on an interim 
basis while the commission 

considers a permanent rate 
increase that Minnesota 
Power had requested last 
month. 

Minnesota Power is 
seeking permission to raise 
an additional $108 million 
by increasing rates on cus-
tomers across the board, 
including residential, busi-
ness, and industrial. 

The permanent rate 
increase, if ultimately 
approved by the MPUC, 

would amount to an 18- 
percent increase in overall 
rates and would raise the 
monthly bill for the average 
residential customer by 
about $15, and $28 for the 
typical business customer.  
The dollar impact on indus-
trial customers would likely 
be far larger.

Minnesota Power had 
requested a 14-percent 
increase in its rates on an 
interim basis while the 

MPUC reviews the larger 
rate request, a process that 
could take as long as a year. 
But Minnesota Power, after 
working with the consumer 
advocate Energy CENTS 
Coalition, agreed to reduce 
its request for an interim 
rate hike to seven percent 
for its residential custom-
ers. Business customers 
will see the 14-percent 
increase, beginning in 
January.

If the MPUC ultimate-
ly approves a smaller rate 
increase than allowed on 
an interim basis, Minnesota 
Power would be required 
to refund the difference to 
customers. 

Minnesota Power filed 
its rate increase request on 
Nov. 1. The approximate-
ly 18-percent increase 
proposed by the company 
reflects changes in both 
revenue and expenses 

related to Minnesota 
P o w e r ’ s  o n g o i n g 
EnergyForward clean 
energy transition, evolving 
customer energy demand, 
business operations and 
regulatory requirements 
since the company’s last 
completed rate review 
submitted in 2016.

TOWER— Are you 
interested in owning your 
own affordable home 
in Tower? The Tower 
Economic Development 
Authority is looking for a 
family interested in part-
nering with the North St. 
Louis County Habitat for 

Humanity to build a new 
home on property located 
on S Second St. in Tower. 

Habitat for Humanity 
is an international orga-
nization that helps make 
home ownership possible 
by partnering with vol-
unteers and other agen-
cies to provide affordable 
housing for individuals 
or families. The North St. 

Louis County Habitat for 
Humanity (NSLCHFH) 
serves 14 communities 
in the North Country, 
including Babbitt, Cook, 
Ely, Embarrass, Tower, 
and Soudan. Prospective 
families for a Habitat home 
are expected to invest at 
least 200 hours of volunteer 
time, or “sweat equity,” into 
building their own home or 

other Habitat homes in the 
region. 

The prospective home-
owners must also have 
the ability to repay a very 
affordable 30-year mort-
gage. 

Anyone who meets 
the qualifications may be 
considered for a Habitat 
for Humanity home without 
regard for their race, reli-

gion, age, gender, or polit-
ical views. 

If you would like to be 
considered, you can request 
an application by emailing 
habitat@nslchfh.org with 
the subject title Application 
Request. You can also stop 
by their office located at 
5558 Enterprise Dr. NE in 
Virginia. The office is open 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday 

through Friday. You can 
also download an applica-
tion from their website at 
www.nslchfh.org/how-to-
apply. You can also contact 
TEDA Executive Director 
Marshall Helmberger for 
assistance at 218-750-2510 
or at teda@cityoftower.
com.

Are you looking for affordable housing in Tower?

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY



Monday
Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on Dec. 13

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
Dec. 21.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 14

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Tower/Soudan Community 
Bible Study- Thursdays 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Tower Elementary School 
cafeteria. All are welcome. 
Call 218-984-3402 for 
more info.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 
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Week of Dec. 13
Tower-Soudan Elementary school concert on Thursday, Dec. 16 at 1 p.m.

Operation Santa 
taking donations 
through Dec. 16

TOWER- Operation 
Santa is a local fundraiser 
which purchases Christ-
mas gifts (toys, gift cards, 
and warm winter items) for 
children whose families 
use the Tower Food Shelf. 
Last year’s tally of 195 
children was a new record, 
and thanks to everyone’s 
generosity, we had gifts for 
all!

We are looking at do-
nations of toys, games, 
art supplies, and sporting 
equipment for children, 
and gift cards to either 
Target or Walmart for our 
teenagers ($10 or $15). 
Stocking stuffer type gifts 
and holiday candy are also 
appreciated. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at the Timber-
jay in Tower, and will be 
distributed at the food shelf 
on Dec. 21. Families who 
use the Tower Food Shelf 
and have not yet signed up, 
can call Jodi at the Tim-
berjay at 218-753-2950, or 
email editor@timberjay.
com.

Tower-Soudan 
Singers final 
caroling event on 
Monday, Dec. 13

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Area Singers 
plans to carol on Monday, 
Dec. 13 at Sulu’s in Tower. 
Coffee and treats will be 
available indoors during 
the performance.

TOWER- Miranda Kishel, 
who works helping new and 
existing business owners at the 
Northeast Entrepreneur Fund in 
Virginia, now has a business to 
call her own.

Flexspace is the showcase 
business in her newly-renovated 
building at 615 Main Street, the 
old Classy Cars building. 

The building has sat vacant 
for over 30 years, though at one 
point the previous owner, Ron 
Abrahamson, had planned to 
put in a gas station. He installed 
pumps and underground gaso-
line tanks, but the station never 
opened. The two-story building 
ended up filled up with all sorts 
of materials, and the parking lot 
in front was full of old parked 
cars, boats, and RVs.

“When I first saw the interi-
or it was almost filled, with only 
a pathway cleared,” said Kishel.

Abrahamson’s children 
had their work cut out for them 
as they cleared the building for 
the sale. They hosted an auction 
to get rid of as much of the old 
materials as possible, and then 
figured out how to dispose of the 
rest. Then Kishel signed the pa-
pers to become Tower’s newest 
business owner and was able to 
get to work.

Kishel’s vision was to cre-
ate a business incubator space. 
The building is now bright and 
airy and features smaller spaces 
for new business owners to rent 
(all currently rented out), and 
a larger co-working space that 
could be used by business peo-
ple, tourists, and the public, basi-
cally anyone who needed access 
to high-speed internet, an office 
space, a meeting room, creative 
equipment, and more.

Flexspace is cozy and invit-
ing. There are individual work 
stations, both sitting and stand-
ing desks, couches and chairs, 
and a large conference table. 
Furniture can be arranged to suit 
many types of work as need-
ed. There are two private office 
spaces as well. 

The 11-foot long conference 
table came from the North Star 
Credit Union in Cook, a place 
where Kishel worked while in 
high school and doing PSEO at 
Mesabi Community College. It 
is a reminder, for her, of her al-
ready-considerable resume. She 
saw it for sale and just knew she 
needed it for her new business. 
Working at the credit union while 
getting her high school diplo-
ma and AA degree, and then her 
bachelor’s degree in finance and 
accounting online at University 
of Minnesota-Crookston, was 
her first step into the business 
world. It meant she was getting 
real life experience to reinforce 
what she was learning in college. 
She went on to get her master’s 
degree in business strategy from 
Capella University, again online. 
And her education is still contin-
uting;  she has almost completed 
a program to become a Certified 
Valuation Analyst.

“Going to school online 
meant I could also work,” she 
said.

Flexspace calls itself a place 
for entrepreneurs, freelancers, 
creatives, learners, do-ers, art-
ists, hobbyists, outside the box 
thinkers, and everyone else. It is 
set up as a self-sufficient space. 
People need to sign up online to 
use the space, and the building 

has a keyless entry system. Peo-
ple can use the space for an hour 
or a day, and purchase monthly 
passes, and also reserve the pri-
vate office areas. Pricing starts at 
$10 a day, and a monthly pass is 
$120.

Kishel said the co-working 
space can allow self-employed 
people to keep a better work-
life balance. Members can rent 
lockers in the building, to leave 
their work at work, and eliminate 
the temptation to work at night. 
But for those who wish to work 
at night, members have access to 
the building 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week.

The space can also serve as a 
spot to host meetings and class-
es. Kishel will be offering some 
business classes in the space, and 
hopes that others will use the 
space in a similar way.

With Flexspace now up and 
running, Kishel still plans to redo 
the exterior front of the building 
this year. Next year, plans are to 
build three two-bedroom apart-
ments on the second floor. She 
also owns the vacant lot to the 
east of the building, and hopes to 
use that for future development 
and possible more upstairs apart-
ments.

You can find out more at 
www.theflexiblespace.com.

Other businesses
Lisa Smith has opened Lit-

tle Green Pantry in the building. 
The shop offers foods sourced 
with natural ingredients, as well 
as more natural cleaning sup-
plies, and gift items for all ages. 
The shop will be open Monday 

through Friday from 9 a.m. – 
5:30 p.m. and on Saturday from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Winter hours 
may change, she said. Smith is 
no stranger to doing business in 
Tower. She has been a vendor 
at Ubetcha Antiques since the 
business first opened. And she 
is a natural fit for the building, 
which is owned by her daughter 
Miranda. Korissa Kishel, anoth-
er daughter, is helping to run the 
shop. 

“I’ve gotten a lot of positive 
comments so far,” Smith said.

The shelves are full of all 
sorts of foods, spices, baking 
supplies, snacks and treats, juic-
es, yogurts, soups, and coffee and 
teas. There are many items for 
shoppers who need gluten-free 
foods, or have other special di-
etary needs. Smith said she has 
done a lot of research when pick-
ing what items to stock in her 
shop, and hopes to make healthy 
eating easier for everyone in the 
area.

They are selling groceries 
without chemicals, preserva-
tives, added sweeteners, or col-
orants. “We should be able to 
read and understand the ingredi-
ents labels on the things we eat,” 
Smith said.

The shop is also selling lo-
cally-grown grass fed beef in 
their freezer case, and plans to 
have refrigerated ready-to-eat 
foods and meals soon. You can 
find out more on their facebook 
page, or at their website, little-
greenpantry.com.

Little Blessings Gift Shop 
and Beauty Counter owner Toni 
Monsivais is opening her sec-

ond location here in Suite 102. 
She has a storefront on Main 
Street in Cook as well. Toni has 
a great variety of gifts, books, af-
firmation signs, gift baskets, and 
chemical free makeup products 
from the Beauty Counter brand. 
There is a wonderful selection 
of Christmas and winter-themed 
hand-made gnomes, and plen-
ty of other holiday decorations. 
There are also baby gifts and 
clothing.

Harbor View Health and 
Wellness will not be formally 
opening until later this winter 
or early spring. Owner Beth De-
beltz is busy getting her space 
ready. She is looking to hire a 
massage therapist and nail tech-
nician. The spa will offer mas-
sage, manicure and pedicures, 
and facial treatments. They will 
have spa packages with special 
pricing, bridal parties, and birth-
day party events. They will also 
be selling medical-grade skin 
care. The space will also have a 
clothing boutique with women’s 
fashions and accessories. She is 
looking at being open Wednes-
days through Sundays.

Debeltz lives in Embarrass. 
Her husband Dennis and son 
Brandt run B & D Clearall, and 
they also manage Holmes Exca-
vating. The family has a cabin on 
Lake Vermilion. Debeltz works 
at Essentia in Virginia and man-
ages radiological care for Essen-
tia  in the Arrowhead region.

The fourth business is Aura 
Boreal.  Owner Kim Yankowiak 
will be doing Reiki sessions by 
appointment. She is a Reiki Mas-
ter and teacher who works with 
both people and animals. Her 
website is under construction at 
TheAuraBoreal.com. 

Vacant building now home to five new businesses

Pictured (clockwise from top): Miranda Kishel in the new 
Flexspace co-working space. A shopper browses the gift 
items at Little Blessings. Beth Debeltz is busy setting up 
her new spa business which plans to be open in the spring. 
Korissa Kishel (left) and Lisa Smith are operating a new 
natural foods store called Little Green Pantry. 
photos by J. Summit

Tower-Soudan 
Elementary students 
will hold their annual 
Winter Holiday Concert 
on Thursday, Dec. 16 
at 1 p.m. in the school 
gym. They will be 
singing songs about 
peace and the holidays, 
including five different 
variations of Jingle 
Bells! The elementary 
band will also be per-
forming. The Northeast 
Range Elementary 
Concert is set for 
Friday, Dec. 17 at 1:30 
p.m. in Babbitt.
photo by J. Summit



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA - 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Church, 1515 E. Camp 
St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Call 
218-365-3359, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUPS: 
Babbitt:  3rd Monday of 
Month:  6-7:30 p.m. at 
Carefree Living 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Closed on Saturday, 
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing OutWINDOW INTO YESTERDAY
by Cecilia Rolando © 2021
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ELY - Northern Lakes 
Arts Association’s first 
radio play event, It’s a 
Wonderful Life: The 
Radio Play, continues this 
weekend at Vermilion 
Community College and 
streaming online.

The remaining date for 
the performance streaming 
online only is Friday Dec. 
10, at 7p.m. Tickets for 

the streamed shows are 
$5 per ticket plus a small 
ticket fee.

Dates for the remain-

ing live performances at 
the Vermilion Community 
College Fine Arts Theater 
were adjusted due to last 
weekend’s snowstorm, to 
allow for two performances 
on Saturday, Dec. 11. A live 
performance scheduled for 
last Sunday was postponed 
because of weather travel 
concerns for the cast and 
audience. Director Vince 

O’Connor said late Sunday 
morning, “Given that we’re 
still under a winter storm 
warning, and that one of the 
cast lives 17 miles down the 
Fernberg, in consultation 
with the cast we are can-
celing today’s performance 
of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

“A second perfor-
mance is scheduled for 2 
p.m. this coming Saturday, 

which would mean there 
would be two live perfor-
mances, one at 2 p.m. and 
one at 7 p.m. We appreciate 
your understanding.”

Tickets for the live 
shows are $10 per ticket 
plus ticket fee. Tickets are 
available online at bit.ly/
nlaatkts.

The Ely radio play 
involves more than a dozen 

local cast members and more 
than 60 speaking roles. Cast 
members include Grayson 
Scoggin, Katie Paige, Gil 
Knight, Karin Schmidt, 
Cade Thibodeaux, Vince 
O’Connor, Julie Maystadt, 
Irene Hartfield, Crystal 
Poppler, Gabe Mann, 
Tracy Thibodeaux, Alison 
Poppler, and Brennan Rue. 
Additionally, almost all 
sound effects are created 
live by Gregg Mann.

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ radio play continues this weekend
Update: Two live performances set for Saturday at VCC in Elyby KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

Compared to some 
other Minnesota towns, 
Ely is, at 133 years old, 
not so very old, however, 
this community does have 
a number of buildings that 
are 100 years old or more, 
such as downtown busi-
ness buildings, churches, 
schools, and houses. 

Some have  been 
remodeled so much they 
no longer look as they did 
originally, but here are four 
that have been kept much 
the same: the Jacob Pete 
house, the Skala house, the 
Gust Maki house, and the 
Samuel Knox house (in 
Winton). We call them by 
the names of the original 
owners.

On the corner of Pattison 
Street and Central Avenue 
above a stone terrace wall 
stands the Jacob Pete house. 
It has been called that for 
many years even though 
it began its life in Section 
30 as a hospital and then 
the residence of George St. 
Clair, superintendent of the 
mine. Without access to an 
abstract, it is impossible to 
know what year this house 
was built or when it was 
moved to Ely. However, it is 
a known fact that the house 
was sawn in half and moved 
into Ely, very probably by 
Harry Kidd, a man who 
moved many houses in Ely. 
There is a visible saw cut on 
the basement ceiling.

Back in the early and 
even mid-1900s many 
houses were moved into 
Ely from places like Section 
30 in Winton, and the five 
mining locations. Some 
homesteads were also 
moved in from the country. 
Their once-visible hewn log 
walls were usually covered 
up with clapboard siding.

The Pete house is an 
example of California bun-
galow style. Most likely it 
was marketed as a pre-cut 
house manufactured by 
either Sears or the Aladdin 
Co. Montgomery Ward 
also sold similar houses 
in the first part of the 20th 
century. “Bungalow” does 
not necessarily refer to the 
size, only that it was usually 
designed as a one-story 
house. Many had fireplaces, 
bay windows, wide eaves, 
and porches. The “Pete” 
house also featured a spa-

cious sun porch.
Similar in design to the 

Pete house is the former 
home of Jake and Ann 
Skala at 305 E. Harvey 
St. It also is an example of 
the California bungalow 
style. It was built on site 
and not moved. School 
children were often taken 
in the spring to see Mrs. 
Skala’s crocuses which 
were planted all over the 
large and meticulously- 
maintained lawn. The house 
has an interesting fire-
place and the woodwork is 
Southern Yellow Pine in the 
American Classic design.

The Gust Maki house at 
105 E. Conan was built in 
1914,  replacing an earlier 
three-room house that was 
moved near the park. Senja 
Maki had her heart set on a 
bungalow style house with 
leaded glass windows and 
a fireplace. Gust and Senja 
pored over plan books at 
the McMahan lumber yard, 
something many prospec-
tive builders did. Before 
construction started, Gust’s 
mother, a rather opinion-
ated woman, changed all 
that saying, “Forget those 

windows and that fireplace. 
Put on a full second-story 
with bedrooms. Hard times 
are coming and you will do 
well to take in roomers.” 
Senja reluctantly agreed 
but put her foot down about 
having boarders. She was 
not going to do meals. They 
mostly rented to teachers, 
the town florist, a surveyor, 
and a lawyer, using two of 
the upstairs bedrooms for 
their family.

Their plan was then 
modified to an American 
Foursquare design with six 
bedrooms. Senja insisted 
on a kitchen addition with 
a pantry, still used today. 
The couple had saved 
some money but they bor-
rowed $3,000 from Gust’s 
brother to go ahead with the 
building. The price of the 
house was something over 
$3,000, more than $80,000 
now,without improvements 
and inflation.

While not nearly as 
grand as the Pete or Skala 
houses, the Maki house is 
unique in that its Southern 
Yellow Pine American 
Classic woodwork has 
never been painted in its 107 

years. A fireplace and some 
leaded glass windows have 
been added in later years. 
I hope you are smiling, 
Grandmother!

While the plan came 
from a book, the materials 
were purchased locally. The 
millwork also came from 
the lumber yard. Hardware 
stores also sold millwork.

Perhaps the oldest and 
grandest house of these 
four houses is the Samuel 
Knox house on River St. 
in Winton. It is called the 
Shingle Style, part of the 
Craftsman movement. Mr. 
Knox was the superinten-
dent of the big sawmill 
operation on Fall Lake. It 
no doubt is the oldest and 
grandest of all four houses, 
having been built in before 
1900.

There were originally 
two houses side by side, 
both built by the Knox 
mill company. It featured 
a large living room with 
a brick fireplace, a quite 
large dining room and 
living room, a spacious 
enclosed sun porch, and a 
screen porch overlooking 
Fall Lake on River St. The 
woodwork and flooring 
were oak, as was the wain-
scoting, and the overhead 
beamed ceiling. A bay 
window in the dining room 
had prism glass windows. 
The house featured French 
doors, beveled glass doors 
and leaded windows. Other 
architectural items were 
imported from Europe.

The walk-up attic 
was spacious as was the 
basement. The radiators 

throughout the house were 
of elaborate cast iron, them-
selves works of art. The 
Knox family moved away 
after selling the mill to the St. 
Croix Co. from Stillwater. 
Logging operations in the 
area later ceased in the mid 
1920s. It appears the house 
was empty for some years 
after that. John Helberg 
then bought the house but 
later sold it to his renters 
and relatives John and 
Ellen Ostlund about 1952. 
John did much restoration 
such as wallpapering, and 
refinishing the oak floors. 
He also restored the fabric 
panels on the wainscoting.

John was a plumber by 
trade but was also quite a 
skilled carpenter. He even-
tually divided the second 
floor into one large and 
one small apartment and 
his family lived downstairs. 
The companion house next 
door had burned to the 
ground much earlier. After 
John died in 1983, his 
daughter rented the house 
but sold it in 2001 to Barbara 
Vinson.

During this time this 
grand old house had become 
deteriorated and when it was 
put up for auction within the 
last year, it appears it sold 
quickly. The minimum bid 
was reported to be $30,000. 
The new owner has not been 
named. There is no doubt it 
will take much money and 
much TLC to put the house 
back into condition but it 
could potentially become 
one of the showcase houses 
of the area. You might 
even say it could be the 
Glensheen of Winton.

In looking through 
several books on mail order 
houses, my guess is that 
both the Jacob Pete house 
and the Skala house came 
from the Aladdin Co., but 
I wouldn’t rule out Sears. 
Mail order houses were pro-
vided pre-cut materials that 
were shipped, most often 
by rail, to their destination. 
Everything, including door 
knobs, was included.

Pictures of these his-
toric houses are displayed 
in the lobby of the Fine 
Arts  Theater lobby at 
Vermilion Community 
College through the first 
of next year. Please call the 
historical society at 218-
365-3928 if you can supply 
any further information or 
have any questions.

These old houses: Ely history celebrated
by DAVID KESS
Ely-Winton Historical Society

The “Pete” house, 331 S. Central Ave., is an example of a California 
bungalow style. photos courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historial Society

The Gust Maki house at 105 E. Conan St.

REGIONAL – The 
winter heating season is 
well underway and already 
numerous structure fires 
around the Ely area have 
kept local fire departments 
busy since Thanksgiving 
weekend.

An early morning fire 
on Saturday, Nov. 27 caused 
extensive damage to a house 
in Morse Township, south 
of Ely. The fire was reported 
around 3:30 a.m. in the 1100 
block of St. Louis County 
Highway 21. 

Officials from the 
Morse-Fall Lake Fire 

Department said the fire 
extended through the entire 
house and several floors had 
burned through. No injuries 
were reported. Fire depart-
ments on the scene includ-
ed Morse-Fall Lake, Ely, 
Babbitt, and Eagles Nest 
Township. The cause of the 
fire is under investigation. 

Four Ely area fire 
departments fought a garage 
fire in Morse Township 
last Thursday, Dec. 2. The 
blaze was reported around 
5:25 p.m. in the 2600 
block of Grant McMahan 
Boulevard. 

Firefighters were able 
to contain the blaze to the 
attached garage of the home. 
Departments responding to 
the fire included Morse-Fall 
Lake, Ely, Eagles Nest, and 
Babbitt. The cause of the 
fire is under investigation.

Late Monday, Dec. 6, 
a trailer home in the Ely 
area was destroyed by fire. 
Morse-Fall Lake and Ely 
firefighters were called to 
the blaze on Snowbank 
Beach Road. The house is 
a total loss, according to 
officials.

Fire departments respond to structure fires

Four area fire departments responded to a house fire 
on Highway 21 on Saturday, Nov. 27. 
photo courtesy of the Northland Firewire



BEAR RIVER- When 
the hardy pioneers of the 
newly-formed Bear River 
Lutheran Church gath-
ered to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus over 100 years 
ago, they worshipped at 
the old Bear River Log 
Schoolhouse. One of the 
traditions was to pull the 
tree out of the corner of 
the room, light all the lit-
tle candles attached to its 
boughs (with one person 
standing nearby with a 
pail of water), hold hands 
with each other and sing 
Christmas carols as they 
walked around the tree. 

Although we no lon-
ger “sing around the tree,” 
another event has become 
a favorite Christmas tra-
dition at Bear River com-
munity church for over 20 
years. 

On Friday, Dec. 10 

at 7 p.m., the communi-
ty will gather at the little 
white church on the banks 
of the Bear River for the 
26th annual “Hanging of 
the Greens” worship ser-
vice. As we get ready for 
Christmas, we often find 
ourselves getting caught 
up in all the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday sea-
son. Sometimes we lose 
sight of why we are cele-
brating in the first place. 
The “Hanging of the 
Greens” worship service 
provides a way to stop and 
prepare ourselves for the 
real reason for the season 
– the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus.

As we progress 
through the season of Ad-
vent – the season of pre-
paring for Christmas – we 
find ourselves embracing 
customs and traditions 
that have come down to 
us through the ages. It is 
true that some of our cel-
ebrations have their ori-

gins in pagan customs and 
have little to do with the 
birth of Christ. These tra-
ditions have been brought 
to Christmas by converts 
to Christianity. We don’t 
need to have any qualms 
about using these customs, 
for they – along with the 
people who celebrated 
them – were converted 
to Christianity. Their tra-
ditions were laid at Je-
sus’s feet as gifts. What 
is significant for us is not 
“what they may once have 
meant” but rather “what 
they mean for us today.”

We will make the 
Sanctuary ready for the 
birthday of the King much 
as we would make it ready 
for a banquet with a royal 
host, by dressing it with 
its best apparel. We are 
mindful that, though it is 
not Christmas yet, it will 
be here very soon. On this 
night of the Hanging of 
the Greens, each individ-
ual and family will share 

in the furnishing of the 
Bear River Church for the 
celebration of the birth of 
Christ.

While we gather, not 
only will we explain the 
history of the symbols of 
these special seasons, but 
we will dedicate these 
symbols to the glory of 
God. Come and join with 
us as we prepare our 
church – and ourselves 
– for the wondrous cele-
bration of the birth of our 
Savior. 

Celebrating Jesus’s 
birth will continue 

throughout the Advent 
Season during our week-
ly 10 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship times. Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services will 
be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 24 at 4:30 p.m.

If you don’t have a 
mask, one will be pro-
vided so we can celebrate 
more safely during this 
season of COVID.

Bear River Church is 
located at 11141 Highway 
22 in Bear River, three 
miles west of the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 5 and Hwy. 
22, or four miles east of 

Hwy. 65. Please direct any 
questions to Gloria Hegg 
at 218-376-4673.
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New winter fly-in 
event to take place 
on Dec. 18 in Orr

ORR- Small airplane 
aviators are invited and 
encouraged to join in the 
first annual Moose Lake 
Fly-In on Saturday, Dec. 
18. The event will rekin-
dle the fun and camara-
derie once experienced in 
the popular fly-ins on Bell 
Lake hosted by Dennis 
Carlson.

Ski/wheel aircraft will 
be winging in and landing 
on the ice, to be greeted by 
fellow aviators as well as 
event organizers Bill and 
Patrick Hoffer. Stay warm 
around a toasty fire or in 
the warming cabin and 
take care of your appetite 
with an ample supply of 
chili, hot dogs, and Polish 
sausage.

Pilots can get exact 
coordinates of the fly-in 
location by calling Bill at 
218-780-3886, or Patrick 
at 218-780-6535. They are 
also available to answer 
questions.

In case of inclement 
weather, Sunday, Dec. 19 
will be the alternate date.

Non-fliers who would 
like to participate in the 
festivities are welcome. 
The address is 10119 King 
Rd., in Orr.

Cook book club to 
meet on Dec. 14

COOK- The Readers 
and Rappers Book Club 
will meet on Dec.14 at 1 
p.m. at the Cook Commu-
nity Center at 510 Gopher 
Dr. to discuss “Leonard 
and Hungry Paul” by 
Ronan Hession. 

“Leonard and Hungry 
Paul” is the story of two 
thirty-something friends 
struggling to protect their 
understanding of what’s 
meaningful in life.  It is 
about the uncelebrated 
people of this world – the 
gentle, the meek, the hum-
ble.  As they struggle to 
persevere, the book asks 
a surprisingly enthralling 
question:  Is it really them 
against the world, or are 
they on to something?

Vicki Lange will 
moderate the discussion.

The club’s January 
title will be “Nomadland” 
by Jessica Bruder.

Church goes 
Italian for monthly 
community meal

COOK- You’re barely 
removed from Thanskgiv-
ing, and you’re already 
thinking about another 
big feast at Christamas, 
but what do you do in-be-
tween? Lasagna!

Trinity Lutheran 
Church, at 231 2nd St E, 
will feature the Italian 
favorite for its month-
ly community meal on 
Thursday, Dec. 16 from 4 
– 6 p.m. Sides and dessert 
will also be provided, and 
the meal will be served as 
a drive-thru event.

As always, the meal 
is free and the public is 
invited.

Fundraiser sale 
continues at NWFA

COOK- The ongoing 
“Arts, Antiquities and 
Other Curiosities” sale 
at Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts Gallery offers 
visitors a wide variety 
of items from which to 
choose a special gift or 
unique collectible.

Fanciful and prac-
tical items on display in 
The Wolfe Den classroom 
have been donated by 
NWFA members and oth-
ers in the community to 
support the fundraiser.

Shop local for “new to 
you” items at the NWFA 
Gallery at 210 S River St. 
throughout December on 
Thursdays and Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The gallery will be 
closed on Christmas and 
New Year’s Day. 

Subscribe Today
Don’t Miss a Single Issue
(218) 753-2950 • timberjay.com

Bear River church to celebrate Hanging of the Greens 
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Season’s greetings and season’s givings

T.J. Chiabotti feted at state 
football awards banquet 

FIELD TWP- North 
Woods Grizzlies stand-
out running back T.J. 
Chiabotti was in rarified 
company last Sunday 
as one of ten elite high 
school athletes honored at 
the 2021 Minnesota Mr. 
Football awards banquet 
in Minneapolis.

“It is much deserved 
and pretty special for T.J. 
with the body of work he’s 
put in over the course of 
his career,” said Grizzlies 
Head Coach Joel Ander-
son.

Holy Angels’ Emmett 
Johnson, who rushed for 
more than 2,500 yards 
and scored 42 touchdowns 
in the 2021 season, was 
selected Mr. Football by 
the Minnesota Football 
Coaches Association. The 
award is sponsored by the 
MFCA and the Minnesota 
Vikings.

Chiabotti ended the 
regular season as the 
state’s top ground gainer 
and leader in yards per 
carry, but Holy Angels’ 
success in the postseason 
gave Johnson two more 
games than Chiabotti had, 
allowing Johnson to claim 
the overall rushing title.

North Woods Head Football Coach Joel 
Anderson was on hand Sunday at the Mr. 
Football awards banquet in Minneapolis to see 
Grizzlies running back T.J. Chiabotti receive a 
plaque for being named an award finalist.
    submitted photo

Read It
HERE

Chiabotti was the only 
Class A player in the state 
nominated for the award, 
which has traditionally 

gone to large-school play-
ers in and around the Twin 
Cities region.

Christmas cheer and glad tidings in abundance were to be found through-
out the Cook/Orr region on Saturday, including the Lights of Love tree 
lighting in Orr and Santa's Workshop at the Cook Community Center.

Above: A small but enthusiastic group gathered outside the Orr Center to 
light the VHHP Christmas tree to kick off the organization's Lights of Love 
fundraiser. Gazing upward in front is Soren Judas, son of VHHP board 
member Jennifer Judas, far left. Others lighting the tree included, from 
left, Orr Center Director Wendy Purdy, VHHP board chair Ivette Reing, and 
board member Barb Boutto.

Left: Santa’s tiniest visitor at Santa’s Workshop in Cook was sleepy little 
eight-week-old Eli Prescott, who merely yawned when asked what he 
wanted for Christmas.    photos by D. Colburn

by GLORIA HEGG
Contributor
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COVID...Continued from page 1
year on Monday, at 1,621, 
including 335 people in 
intensive care.

To address the hos-
pital capacity crisis, Gov. 
Tim Walz requested and 
received a third emer-
gency federal medical 
team, this one from the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services, to 
join two Department of 
Defense teams in support-
ing hospital operations in 
Minneapolis, Edina, and 
St. Cloud. A fourth alterna-
tive long-term care site to 
accept certain COVID hos-
pital patients in the Twin 
Cities area was opened last 
week, bringing the total 
of alternative placements 
created to relieve the capac-
ity crisis to 88.

About 400 Minnesota 
National Guard members 
have been trained as cer-
tified nursing assistants 
and temporary aides to 
relieve staffing shortages 
in long-term care facilities, 
and the first 50 of those 
were deployed last week 
to North Ridge Health and 
Rehab in New Hope, Mille 
Lacs Health System Long 
Term Care in Onamia, 
and PioneerCare in Fergus 
Falls. Walz said more long-
term care sites around the 
state would be receiving 
National Guard support 
as well.

“We cont inue to 
deploy every resource we 
have available to support 
our overworked and under-
staffed doctors, nurses, and 
long-term care staff who 
have been fighting on the 
frontlines of this pandemic 
for nearly two years,” Walz 
said in a Monday press 
release.  “It’s very import-
ant as Minnesota grapples 
with the continued Delta 
surge and the uncertain-
ties of the new Omicron 

variant that we continue 
to do everything we can 
to support our front-line 
workers.”

As with the rest of 
the state, case numbers 
in St. Louis County are 
showing a new surge in the 
wake of Thanksgiving. The 
seven-day case average 
on Nov. 26, the day after 
Thanksgiving, had dropped 
to 138.1, but was back up 
to 160.0 as of Dec. 2. That 
increase was driven in part 
by the largest single-day 
report of cases during 
the current surge, 311 on 
Nov. 30.

“We were seeing a 
decrease in our numbers, 
but over the last few 
days we have seen them 
go up again,” said Amy 
Westbrook, county Public 
Health Division Director. 
“That could be due to 
Thanksgiving, but it’s hard 
to know. But we’re still 
way above where we have 
been in terms of our case 
rates and hospitalizations 
anytime in 2021. We’re 
close to where we were 
in 2020 without vaccina-
tions.”

While the rate of vac-
cinations is highest among 
those over 65 and decreases 
according to age groups, 
Westbrook said, 74 percent 
of those 16 and over in the 
county are now vaccinated. 
That drops to 70 percent 
for the total eligible popu-
lation, which now includes 
those age five and older. 
Vaccination rates in north-
ern St. Louis County are 
slightly lower than overall 
county averages.

Westbrook also report-
ed that 26 percent of the 
county’s newest vaccine 
eligible group, children 
ages five to 11, have 
received at least one dose 
of COVID vaccine after 

one month of eligibility. 
The number is roughly in 
line with national polling 
of parents, in the months 
before eligibility was 
expanded, who said they 
would get their children 
vaccinated. Another group 
is likely waiting to see what 
happens before getting 
their children vaccinated, 
and Westbrook conceded 
there will also be parents 
who don’t take advantage 
of the vaccine for their kids.

Westbrook said the 
surge continues to exact a 
toll on regional hospitals 
as well.

“We are seeing our 
healthcare systems still 
really stretched,” she said. 
“In November, we had 
over 200 people hospi-
talized. That exceeded 
our October numbers and 
is only second to last 
November and December. 
In November, 51 people 
have died of COVID in 
St. Louis County, and in 
October we saw 27 people 
die. We’re seeing the same 
trend, unfortunately, that 
after cases start rising, we 
see an increase in hospital-
izations and deaths.”

Only three adult ICU 
beds were available in 
northeastern Minnesota on 
Monday, with 39 percent of 
occupied beds filled with 
COVID patients. Ninety-
one percent of non-ICU 
adult beds in the region 
were occupied, with just 
under 20 percent of patients 
with COVID.

The strain is also being 
felt outside of hospitals, 
Westbrook said.

“When we talk about 
health care systems being 
stretched, that extends to 
long-term care facilities 
that are really stretched 
with staffing as well,” she 
said. “So, it’s a system 

that’s really, really stressed 
in a lot of ways.”

Repeated waves of 
COVID, the new omicron 
variant, and other factors 
are all taking their collec-
tive toll not only in health-
care settings, but in the 
general public, Westbrook 
said.

“This pandemic just 
kind of keeps jerking us 
around, for lack of a better 
term, right?” she said. “We 
had Delta come, and now 
that’s the dominant strain. 
Now we hear there are more 
breakthrough cases and 
that we’re finding another 
variant. It continues to just 
really do a number on our 
collective psyche. People 
think let’s just get through 
vaccines and we’ll get back 
to normal, let’s get through 
boosters and we’ll get back 
to normal, then let’s just get 
through Delta and we’ll get 
back to normal, and it’s just 
not the case. We just keep 
seeing new variants and 
so many unknowns, and 
it’s hard to live with these 
unknowns the pandemic is 
creating.”
North Country 
concerns

The Ely ZIP code was 
far and away the leader in 
new weekly cases reported 
last Thursday for the ZIP 
codes monitored by the 
Timberjay, with 50 new 
cases bumping the pandem-
ic-long total for that area to 
517. About 29 percent of 
those cases, or 117, have 
been reported in just the 
past three weeks, exceed-
ing the numbers reported 
during any three-week 
period of the massive state-
wide surge experienced at 
this time last year.

Increases in the other 
five North Country ZIP 
codes stayed in single 

digits. Embarrass had eight 
new cases, Cook, five, 
Tower, four, Soudan, three, 
and Orr, two.

Continuing COVID 
case growth throughout the 
region has led to increased 
interest in booster shots in 
the Scenic Rivers Health 
Services clinics, including 
Cook and Tower, according 
to chief operating officer 
Kayla Scrivner.

“The positivity rate in 
our communities up here 
in northeast Minnesota  is 
still pretty high,” she said. 
“We’ve been very, very 
busy with boosters lately. 
Any time someone comes 
in for an appointment for 
something else, they’re 
getting their booster while 
they’re here. We also have 
been doing booster days 
several times a week. We’re 
averaging about 500 people 
a week right now. We 
encourage everyone ages 
five and over to make sure 
they get vaccinated, and 
everyone who is eligible 
for a booster to get one.”

Scenic Rivers is the 
primary provider of vac-
cinations and boosters in 
the Cook and Tower areas, 
as Cook Hospital does not 
offer vaccinations after 
having hosted multiple 
vaccination clinics earlier 
in the year.

COVID test availabil-
ity is also a concern, with 
Westbrook noting that 
there are a number of rural 
“testing deserts” through-
out the county where tests 
are hard to come by.

Scrivner said that 
anyone with COVID symp-
toms and those who  have 
been exposed to someone 
with COVID should get 
tested, and Scenic Rivers 
clinics have PCR testing 
available.

“We can do those in 

Tower, in Cook, and at our 
new clinic in Eveleth,” she 
said. “We’re getting pretty 
good turnaround time on 
those. I think the labs are 
telling us right now (to 
expect) seven days, and 
I think they do that to be 
safe. But on average, we’re 
seeing about a 48-hour 
turnaround. It’s a little 
bit more if it’s on Friday, 
because they don’t run 
them over the weekend 
anymore.”

Since testing proce-
dures vary slightly across 
clinics, it’s best to call 
ahead to arrange a test, 
she said.

“We have options, 
depending on the site, to 
make sure that everybody 
can be tested safely,” she 
said.

Scenic Rivers is seeing 
a patient flow that, at a less 
severe level, somewhat 
mirrors the mix being seen 
in hospitals.

“We’re very busy with 
acute visits,” Scrivner said. 
“Beside all of the COVID 
in the community, students 
are back in school with 
all the viruses circulating 
related to that, there’s been 
some pretty nasty colds 
out there, just a lot more 
non-COVID illness that’s 
keeping our physicians and 
clinic very busy.”

And, like other health-
care venues, health care 
workers at Scenic Rivers 
are feeling the stress of a 
pandemic that’s gone on 
for nearly 21 months.

“My heart goes out to 
my staff, they’re working 
so hard to try to take care 
of people,” she said. “If 
you can do anything for 
a healthcare worker in 
your life right now, they 
could really use some extra 
support.”

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

PRICES GOOD THRU DECEMBER 31, 2021

WINTER...Continued from page 1

with Ely reporting 8.7 
inches, while Cook picked 
up 7.8 inches. An observer 
in Embarrass tallied ten 
inches, while reports from 
Tower and Orr both aver-
aged about seven inches.

Snow totals diminished 
somewhat further north. 
Kabetogama reported 6.5 
inches while International 
Falls picked up 4. 5 inches.

For the most part, 
North Country residents 
weathered the storm 
without major incidents. 
While the storm created 
slick roads, few accidents 
were reported. The state 
patrol listed none with 
notable injuries in the 
region. No major power 

outages were reported, in 
part because the snow that 
fell was dry and powdery 
and winds that picked up on 
the back side of the storm 
helped prevent excessive 
accumulations that could 
topple trees and branches.

National Weather 
Service meteorologist Josh 
Sandstrom, in Duluth, 
described the system as 
“pretty typical” for this 
time of year. The storm did 
not have an unusual amount 
of moisture, according 
to Sandstrom, but the 
slow-moving nature of the 
storm contributed to the 
substantial snow totals in 
many places. 

“The long duration 

of the storm just kept 
letting things add up,” said 
Sandstrom.

As the storm moved 
east, strong northwest 
winds on the back side 
brought the coldest air 
temperatures of the season 
so far as well as wind chill 
advisories for the area. 
Overnight lows Monday 
night hit the minus-20s 
range in some locations, 
with the Hibbing airport 
reporting an even minus-
20. An unofficial reading 
of minus-24 degrees was 
reported to the Timberjay 
from Embarrass.

While the area’s first 
real blast of winter weather 
made an impression, the 

mild pattern that’s been in 
place in the region since last 
spring appears set to con-
tinue. High temperatures 
are expected to rebound 
into the 30s by Sunday, 
with several days of mild 
weather forecast for next 
week as high pressure 
builds into the area.

Still, Sandstrom said 
the region appears to be 
in a more active weather 
pattern than it’s seen over 
the past few months, which 
could bring continuing 
snow chances in the days 
ahead. “It’s December in 
northern Minnesota,” said 
Sandstrom. “We can expect 
to get more snow.”

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Dining Room Hours:
Wed. & Thurs: 3 PM-9 PM;   Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-9 PM

WEEKENDS...BAR OPEN UNTIL 1 AM 

Celebrate With Us!

NEW YEAR’S EVE
LIVE MUSIC

8:30-12:30
“Cowboy Angel Blue”

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW!!!
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Lewis started out his 
presentation with an over-
view of the systemic issues 
facing emergency medical 
services in our region.

“We are trying to keep 
a system going that was 
designed years and years 
ago,” he said. “The system 
has not evolved.” Even with 
a professional department, 
like Virginia’s, he said 
there are times when they 
cannot meet the demand. 
The Virginia department 
consists of 44 staffers, with 
trained firefighter/para-
medics, as well as members 
who are just paramedics. 

“We ran out of ambu-
lances today,” he said. “We 
had to call on Eveleth.”

Lewis said that when 
the first fire departments 
were formed in this 
country, they were tasked 
with putting out fires. 

“In the 1960s they 
started adding medical 
services, responding to 
vehicle accidents, working 
with hazardous materials, 
and doing rescues,” he said. 
“If you didn’t know what 
else to do, you called the 
fire department.”

Lewis noted that it was 
obvious this community 
did care about emergen-
cy medical services. He 
urged them to consider a 
collaborative coalition to 
bring about change, finding 
the level of community 
support, defining the public 
value, and then building the 
operational capacity.

“Legi t imacy  and 
support are needed to drive 
the funding issue,” he said.

The Virginia Fire 
Department has a budget 
of over $5.5 million a year, 
which averages out to $500 

per household, Lewis said. 
The department brings in 
over $3.2 million a year 
in EMS-related revenues.

He predicted that in 
the future, a regionalized 
EMS delivery model will 
emerge.

“No more single room 
schoolhouses,” he said. 
“A sustainable, broad-
ly-spread funding base 
is essential for the tiered 
delivery according to need, 
not geographical location.”

“Ambulances do not 
save lives,” Lewis said. 
“Well-trained EMRs, 
EMTs, and paramedics 
do.”

Response times will 
always be a challenge in 
rural areas, he noted, and 
in cases that involve heart 
attacks, the time involved 
can mean the difference 
between life and death. It 
can take precious minutes 
between the time a 911 
call is taken to when an 
ambulance department is 
dispatched. If a depart-
ment does not answer 
a call within a minute, 
they are called on again. 
Dispatchers will try three 
times before paging out 
another ambulance service.

“It can take seven or 
eight minutes before that 
second department gets its 
page,” he said..

Right now, Lewis said, 
we are delivering these 
services based on who is 
using it and what they pay.

“What is your life 
worth?” he asked.

“There needs to be a 
balance of funding.”

Last year in northern 
St. Louis County (defined 
as a line drawn just north of 
Cotton), there were 11,669 

EMS calls, 1,232 fire calls, 
and 792 other types of calls.

“The bulk of the call 
numbers are for EMS,” he 
said, though he noted that 
the call number does not 
equal the time required per 
call, since fire calls often 
require long deployments.

Of the 11,669 EMS 
calls, 3,089 were transports, 
where patients needed to 
be transported from one 
hospital to another that 
can provide a higher level 
of care.

Transfers take more 
time than other emergency 
calls, Lewis said, and mean 
an ambulance is out of the 
normal service area. But 
transfers also provide a 
source of revenue for many 
departments, including 
Virginia’s.

“This is why we are in 
the black,” he said.
Local data

The Tower  Area 
A m b u l a n c e  S e r v i c e 
(TAAS) had 404 calls 
last year. Of those, Lewis 
said, they requested ALS 
(Advance Life Support, 
with paramedic on board) 
for 128 calls.

“The number of times 
TAAS calls us is a credit to 
their service,” he said. “It 
shows us they are putting 
their patients first. Not 
every service is amenable 
to calling ALS.”

First Responder Jeff 
Maus, a member of the 
Greenwood department, 
said they are trained to call 
for ALS based on the type 
of call.

Over half of the ALS 
calls for TAAS were to 
Greenwood, with about a 
third to Tower/Breitung, 
and the rest to other rural 
area townships.

Response times
L e w i s  s a i d  t h a t 

emergency responders 
can’t magically decrease 
response times to rural loca-
tions. What they can work 
on, he said, is decreasing the 
time between the 911-page 
and the time the ambulance 
leaves the hall, the “chute” 
time.

The data on response 
times shows TAAS with 
an average chute time of 
7:56 minutes, and average 
response time of 15:30. 
But when you look at the 
90th-percentile times that 
filters out data outliers, 
the chute time increases to 
13:36 and response time 
to 24:36.

This data doesn’t 
include the time it takes to 
have a First Responder on 
scene, Lewis said, noting 
that the care provided by 
these initial responders is 
also critical to patient care.

The response times 
for Tower are similar but 
slightly lower than for 
the Cook area, which had 
90th-percentile chute times 
of 14:19 and response times 
of 28.11. Cook has a much 
larger geographical area to 
cover.

“They have a huge 
district, distance-wise,” 
Lewis noted.
The future of EMS

“The volunteer model 
worked fine when there 
were only dozens of calls,” 
said Lewis, “now there are 
hundreds and hundreds. 
We are burning out our 
volunteers.”

He noted that paid-on-
call staff are often stressed, 
juggling other jobs, but still 
trying not to miss a call.

Another issue, Lewis 
said, is attracting profes-

sional leadership, which 
is essential for keeping  
ambulance services staffed 
with volunteer and paid-
on-call employees.

“When you treat 
people well, pay them well, 
and give them training, 
their pride will show in 
the care they give to their 
patients”

As far as working 
towards a new model, the 
first step, Lewis said, is 
education.

“Allow people to see 
the data and ask questions,” 
he said. “Meetings like this 
are a good first step.”

“People don’t know 
what they don’t know. 
There is a naivete about 
how the system currently 
works.”

Talking with local 
and state officials is also 
important, he said, as well 
as working with surround-
ing cities and townships to 
talk about joint delivery 
of services. The state 
does not consider EMS 
to be an essential service, 
Lewis said, something that 
needs to change at the state 
and county level. Itasca 
County, he said, has started 
to help fund EMS.

Recent changes to 
state law have opened up 
taxing districts as a more 
viable funding model, he 
said. And paying more is 
required for better service.

“You can’t get a better 
service for what you are 
paying now.”

Lewis said he feels 
that joint fire/ambulance 
services are the model for 
the future.

“Fire departments are 
generally well-funded for 
the small number of calls 
they get,” he said, “But 

EMS has many more calls. 
One department can do 
both fire and EMS…Some 
firefighters do not want 
to do EMS, but as many 
as 80-plus-percent of our 
calls are EMS. We have to 
provide funding to do it.”

The real question is , 
Lewis noted, “Are people 
willing to pay?”

St. Louis County 
spends almost $50 million 
a year on the county sheriff 
department, Lewis said. 

“Where is your county 
tax bill going?” he asked.
Rumors, future steps

Lewis said he didn’t 
know where the rumors 
about Virginia bringing 
an ambulance up to the 
Greenwood area had come 
from.

“We don’t have the 
money, personnel, or legal 
authority to do that,” he 
stated.

He said there are con-
sultants that work on devel-
oping models for rural 
areas, and figuring out what 
type of taxing district would 
be needed, and potential 
costs involved.

The creation of a fire 
district takes administration 
and funding away from 
individual governments, 
which can then focus on 
other issues.

“A fire district is just 
worried about fire and 
EMS,” he said. “City coun-
cils have to worry about the 
whole city.”

Such districts general-
ly have career staff for day-
to-day duties, but still rely 
on paid-on-call volunteers.

There are grant dollars 
available for pursuing a fire 
district, but the process is 
complicated and time-con-
suming.

The meeting was not 
an official town board 
event, so no board action 
or discussion was held. 
Greenwood holds their 
regular board meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 6:30 
p.m.

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

HRS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN 

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
LT Trail Boss Crew Cab 4x4

MSRP $55,595
Customer Cash-$1,000

Red Tag Bonus Cash*-$500
NOW $54,095

*And Get 2.49% APR
*2.49% APR up to 72 months on approved credit with GM Financial. Not compatible with all offers.

**Red Tag Bonus Cash not combatible with all other offers. Must take delivery by1/3/2022.

WE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLESWE BUY CLEAN USED VEHICLES

2017 Chev. Suburban Premier 4x4......Loaded!......
2016 Chev. Colorado LT 4x4.....Nicely Equipped!...

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY 
PRE-OWNED DEALS

$44,990
$28,990

 

View Our Full Inventory at www.waschke.com

ELY...Continued from page 1
committee meeting on Dec. 
1 also indicated that build-
ing doors and the Special 
Education facility reloca-
tion are  high on the priority 
list. The purchase of all fur-
nishings for the renovation 
project have been put on 
hold. Repurposing of exist-
ing cafeteria seating, band 
room stands and chairs 
and Industrial Technology 
desks, chairs and tables, 
and other equipment are 
all likely necessary to help 
cut costs.

“There is some infla-
tionary building cost, 
impacted by COVID-19, 
that has impacted (our 
project) and everybody 
else,” Erie said. “We 
might use the savings from 
removing the windows 
(replacement).” 

Construction manag-
ers are expected to provide 
a “better picture” next 
Monday night on the dis-
trict’s next steps in getting 
the project to the finish line 
next fall.

Erie was quick to say 
that the partially-completed 
campus window replace-
ment project will ultimately 
be finished.

“The windows are 
something we can do 
through the LTFM (long-
term facility maintenance 
budget),” he said. “There 
was already a plan, even 
before the building project, 

to finish the windows. We 
will have to figure out 
where and how that fits in.”

Additional funding 
sources were also discussed 
at the recent facilities com-
mittee meeting.

“There didn’t seem 
to be an appetite about 
going back to the taxpayers 
and saying  that because 
of inflation and COVID 
we’re going to ask for more 
money,” he said. 

He noted that the 
Costin Group, the school 
district’s lobbyist, as well 
as the district’s financial 
consultant, Ehler’s and 
Associates, Inc. are also 
on task “to figure out what 
we can do,” so the school 
project can be finished.

Erie also noted that 
costs related to develop-
ing a campus-wide “crisis 
plan” are under consider-
ation.

“There are some things, 
such as panic buttons, and 
colored (emergency) lights 
for Industrial Arts, music 
and areas where there is 
a lot of noise, that might 
need a visual warning to 
consider.”
Safe Learning Plan

The Ely Safe Learning 
Plan Advisory Council 
(ELSPAC) completed a 
plan for 2021-22 that allows 
for ISD 696 to consider 
rolling back the protective 

face mask requirement, put 
in place at the beginning 
of the school year because 
of increasing cases of 
COVID-19.

Slight modifications 
to the plan were made last 
week following the latest 
ELSPAC meeting, but Erie 
and the school principals 
are satisfied to present the 
plan to the school board to 
approve at their Dec. 13 
meeting.

The metrics or   COVID-
19 conditions that will be 
considered to initiate a face 
mask recommendation, 
rather than a requirement, 
include:

Local ZIP Code case 
report below the “high 
transmission” range for 
three consecutive weeks.

Opportunity for all 
students in the Washington 
Elementary building ages 5 
to 11 to be fully vaccinated 
by Jan. 30, 2022.

Local COVID-19 
outbreaks and conditions 
in the school and Ely com-
munity will be considered 
prior to face mask protocol 
changes.

There are some excep-
tions to the metrics, includ-
ing an increase in positive 
cases in a classroom or 
among activity partici-
pants, if the local hospi-
tal is required to divert 
patients to another facility 
due to an increase in local 

COVID cases, and if the 
local transmission rate 
moves to a “high” level for 
three consecutive weeks.

Erie said the “high” 
transmission level, using 
CDC guidelines, is a rate 
of 100 cases per 100,000 
people. The Ely area is at a 
rate of approximately 563 
cases per 100,000 people. 
“We are a ways away from 
that, but at least we have 
a number that people can 
look at to determine if we 
are in the high or substan-
tial or low rate,” he said.

The Ely school current 
positive COVID-19 case 
count on Monday was 
at 20.

“Since last Thursday 
(Dec. 2) when the cumu-
lative COVID-19 rate was 
at 67 for the 2021-2022 
school year, the count 
has gone up to 74,” Erie 
said. “We had 48 positive 
cases for all last school 
year. This lets you know 
what we have been dealing 
with.”

School board members 
considered approving the 
Safe Learning Plan next 
week or waiting until 
January. With the current 
local COVID case rate 
hitting the stratosphere, 
waiting a month won’t 
appear to make any dif-
ference because the face 
mask requirement will 
likely remain in place well 

into 2022.
In St. Louis County, 

the vaccination rate for 
children ages 5-11 years is 
at 26 percent. The vaccina-
tion rate for youth ages 12 
to 18 years is at 48 percent.

According to Erie, an 
Emergency Temporary 
Standard from OSHA 
may require employees 
in workplaces with more 
than 100 employees (that 
includes Ely schools) to 
be vaccinated to remain 
employed there. A federal 
court is considering the 
order and could have a 
decision by Dec. 10, so 
Erie, under guidance from 
the Minnesota School 
Boards Association, sug-
gesting waiting on collect-
ing data on vaccination 
rates for ISD 696 employ-
ees.

Vermilion Comm-
unity College currently 
requires all their employ-
ees to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19, or 
they are terminated.

“Right now, we could 
be asking our employ-
ees if they are vaccinat-
ed,” Erie said. “There 
is no HIPAA (Health 
Insurance Portabiity and 
Accountability Act) vio-
lation if we do.”

He related that at least 
two school districts in the 
northern Minnesota region 
are offering incentives 

for their employees to get 
vaccinated.

School board member 
Tom Omerza pushed back 
on those in the Ely com-
munity who vehement-
ly pushed back on the 
school district’s face mask 
requirement.

“We’ve been mask, 
mask, mask. What about 
talking about vaccina-
tions?” he asked. “If we 
get to a certain point with 
vaccinations on campus 
then we go to ‘masks rec-
ommended.’” 

He did not call for a 
vaccination mandate.

“If we are able to get 
(students and staff) vacci-
nated, then why the heck 
are we focused on masks 
so much when we can 
tell parents, and tell staff, 
that if we get to a certain 
(vaccination percentage) 
point, we can go to a mask 
recommendation. That is 
something we can shoot 
for, too.”

School board chair 
Ray Marsnik agreed.

“I would like to see 
something like that, like 
80 percent or something 
like that,” he said.

The ELSPAC may 
consider amending the 
Safe  Learn ing  P lan 
to include a COVID-
vaccination rate metric to 
consider for dialing back 
public health protocols.

DRY NEEDLING

Modern pain relief treatMent
Headaches • Jaw pain

Shoulder, neck, & Back pain
Muscular tension 
planter fasciitis

Physical Therapy Clinics in 
Floodwood, Tower & Duluth

pHone: 218-481-7603 
WeBSite: living-well-therapy.com

Call to schedule an appointment, for a free 
consultation to see if physical therapy can 

help you or look us up on the web
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GREAT Gift Ideas  from these Fine Area Merchants!

Hours: 9-5:30 M-Sat.
145 W. Camp St., Ely

365-6555

Ely Flower & SeedEly Flower & Seed
Season’s Greetings from

the Staff of Ely Flower & Seed!

105 N. Central Ave
Ely, MN

218.365.6745

  Great Holiday Gift Picks Throughout the Store
• 20% OFF North River & Free Country Flannels, 
                     Fleeces & Jackets
• Smartwool & Darn Tough Mix/Match-Buy 5 Get 1 Free 
• Children’s, DIY, Local Interest & Cookbooks
• Special Orders on Books Always Welcome
• NEW Jewelry & Gift Items Arriving this Week

218.749.1390
www.materialgirlfabricandcrafts.com

309 Chestnut St., Virginia, MN 

THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE
TO VISIT MATERIAL GIRL...

WE ARE RETIRING IN LATE JANUARY

Embarrass-Vermillion Federal Credit Union

Member Visa Card

WE MAKE Shopping Early Easy!

• 9.9% on purchases and cash advances!
• No annual fee

• No cash advance fees
• Membership requirements apply

Tower: 218-753-4311
Embarrass: 218-984-3501

Aurora: 218-229-2048
Vermilion: 218-753-7878
Nett Lake: 218-757-0299

30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333
RESERVE at: www.vermilionparkinn.com

Your
Perfect Winter

Get-a-Way
On the Snowmobile

Trail System         
Call or Email

for FREE area

Snowmobile
Map

Large selection of Trees, 
Wreaths and Christmas 

Decor Available

20% OFF All In-Stock
Accessories!

lamps • pictures • mirrors • vases
pillows • rugs • accent chairs • clocks

214  2nd Ave. N
Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

Hours: M-F:9-5, Sat: 9-4
Closed Sunday

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

M-F10-5, Sat 10-2

Please Join Us For...

SIPSIP

303 Main St, Tower 
218-753-3313 / Marit’s Cell 612-280-9195

Three Thursdays this year!
December 2nd, 9th ,16th

11ish to 7ish 
Enjoy

Refreshments
SIP & MUNCH

L A D I E S  N I G H T  &  H O L I D A Y  O P E N  H O U S E  L A D I E S  N I G H T  &  H O L I D A Y  O P E N  H O U S E  2 0 2 12 0 2 1

Many In-Store
Specials!

HOLIDAY HOURS: Mon-Sat. 10ish-4ish

WE MAKE Shopping Early Easy!WE MAKE Shopping Early Easy!
Remember Your Local Businesses

socks, gloves, cards, gifts
puzzles, stocking stuffers,

games, gnomes galore
*see our line of useful things*

SHOP MAIN STREET • TOWER

603 Main St., Tower601 Main St., Tower 

Store Hours: 10 AM-5 PM • 218-753-3422

Uffda Thrifts
& Gifts

Ubetcha Antiques
& Uniques

Shop Local!

Quilting Fabric & Supplies
Longarm Quilting Services, Gifts

• 5-Star Rated Shop •

Susan Covey  •  218-666-3146 Susan Covey  •  218-666-3146 
227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723227 1st St SW & Hwy 53, Cook MN 55723

cabinquilting@gmail.comcabinquilting@gmail.com

10% Discount10% Discount
during month of

December
expires 12.31.21

3393 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 55771 • 218.757.3329

Log Railings & Stairs
Log Furniture: Chairs,
  Tables, Futons, Dressers 
Cabin Décor  & Area Rugs 
Cedar Log Materials
Fireplaces
St. Croix Stone
Cedar Picnic Tables
Cedar Log Swings
Mattresses

excluding already
marked down items

Happy
Holidays!

www.rusticcabinshop.com

10% OFF Storewide!

129 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

KK

HOURS: Mon-Sat:
9 AM-5 PM

20% OFF20% OFF
• Men’s Lounge Pants

• Sweatpants
• Hoodies & Sweatshirts

(selected styles)

The Ladies and Staff of Lundgren’s 
Wish You All A Merry Christmas

& Happy New Year!

Stop in and see all we have to offer!

Mesabi Recreation

www.mesabirecreation.net
720 9th St N, Virginia • 218-749-6719

Like us on
Facebook!

   Skis • Snowshoes • Clothing • Fat Bikes

CALL
FOR

HOURS

• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom jewelry design • Jewelry appraisals

• Watch batteries • Stone remounting

Offering...

  Holiday Hours: M-F: 10:30 AM-5 PM; Sat 10:30 AM-2 PM 
 314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-7625

Installers of gas, bio-fuel systems. 
Wood and electric saunas.

BURN SAFE.
 Tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Rick: 
Masonry repairs
and wood appliances
218-290-5370
 

Jesse:
Gas venting 
and cleaning 
218-966-2034

TIP-TOP 
CHImnEY SErvICE

We Carry:
• Electric and Wood Sauna Stoves

• Gas Fireplaces • Wood Stoves

1810 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-5358
www.ArrowheadOutdoorsElyMN.com

We specialize in stream trout
and lake trout fishing!

BAIT & TACKLE
ICE HOUSE RENTAL



ST. LOUIS COUNTY

REGIONAL- St. Louis 
County is on the verge of 
spending nearly $800,000 
to equip sheriff’s depart-
ment personnel with body 
cameras, and county offi-
cials are seeking public 
input on how and when the 
cameras should be used.

Supervising Deputy 
Wade Rasch said on 
Tuesday that the depart-
ment has been considering 
body cams for years, but 

two hurdles had to be 
overcome before they could 
proceed.

“One is easy to point to 
and that’s funding,” Rasch 
said. “It’s costly, not just the 
units themselves, but the 
data storage.” Rasch said 
that well over half of the 
cost of the system will go 
toward data storage through 
a subscription to a cloud-
based storage system.

“There’s all this tech-
nology packed into your 
cell phone that can do 
amazing things, but in order 

to keep it running there’s 
that monthly payment for 
service,” Rasch said. “In a 
similar way, that’s how the 
body camera system works, 
and the ongoing storage 
of data becomes costly 
because it’s so large.”

O n e  c o s t - s a v i n g 
measure, putting cameras 
only on uniformed offi-
cers, was considered but 
dismissed, Rasch said.

“What we determined 
is that with just a partial 
rollout, we wouldn’t be 
doing the proper service 

to the community of what 
we’re trying to accom-
plish,” he said. “There 
would undoubtedly be 
some (situation) that 
would not be captured 
(on video) by a plain-
clothes deputy that was 
doing something. Then 
we’d have to point to the 
fact that not all our dep-
uties have cameras, only 
some of them do. We just 
felt that that was a poor 
way to roll it out, kind of 
piecemeal, even though it 
might be saving money.”

But now the county’s 
Information Technology 
department has some 
money available for public 
safety innovation endeav-
ors, which makes the pur-
chase possible.

“This obviously fits 
correctly into that,” Rasch 
said.

The second challenge 
had to do with the record-
ings themselves.

“The other main issue 
would be the statutory obli-
gation for the data itself,” 
Rasch said. “Does it fall into 
different categories for data 
retention and data privacy? 
How can that be released 
and disseminated?”

Time has benefitted the 
department in this regard, 
as the increasing use of 
body cams over the years 
has spawned an array of 
policies, legal opinions, 
and legislative actions 
that have helped to define 
answers to those questions, 
and the department put this 
information to good use in 
developing its proposed 
body camera policy.

“What we have done 
with our draft is to try to take 
what we believe applies 
best to our agency, not only 
what covers all the bases of 
statutory obligations, but 
also what works procedur-
ally for us and addresses 
questions that come up with 
community members and 
stakeholders,” Rasch said.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
believes that body cameras 
will benefit both officers 
and the public by providing 
additional evidence docu-
menting officer encounters 
and incidents.

“That evidence can 
help to prove wrongdoing 
on anyone’s part,” Rasch 
said. “It also can dispel 
rumors or allegations that 
were unfounded, again on 
both people’s parts, whether 
that’s a citizen encounter or 
the law enforcement offi-
cers. We’ve come so far as 
a nation in the prevalence of 
body cameras, and I can’t 
speak enough of how they 
have helped everyone out.”

The specific rationale 
for having body cams is 
spelled out in the proposed 
policy:

 To enhance deputy 
safety.

 To document state-
ments and events during the 
course of an incident.

 To enhance the dep-
uty’s ability to document 
and review statements and 
actions for both internal 
reporting requirements and 
for courtroom preparation 
and presentation.

 To preserve visual 
and audio information for 
use in current and future 

investigations.
 To provide a tool 

for self-critique and field 
evaluation during deputy 
training and to assist with 
on-going training and eval-
uation.

  To enhance the 
public trust by preserving 
factual representations of 
deputy-citizen interactions 
in the form of recorded 
media. 

 To assist with the 
defense of civil actions 
against deputies and the 
county.

The St. Louis County 
Board is scheduled to vote 
at its Dec. 14 meeting on 
a resolution that would 
authorize the purchase of 
110 body cameras, along 
with supporting accessories 
and equipment, at a cost of 
$790,000 to be paid over 
five years.

The sheriff’s office 
would like to receive public 
comments on both the 
implementation of these 
devices as well as the pro-
posed policy of when and 
how they’ll be used.

The proposed policy 
can be found online at stlou-
iscountymn.gov/sheriff. 
Public comment on both 
the implementation of 
body worn cameras, as 
well as the proposed policy 
surrounding their use, can 
be submitted via email to 
slcsheriff@stlouiscoun-
tymn.gov, by calling 218-
336-4347, or by mail to: 
St. Louis County Sheriff’s 
Office, Attn: BWC, 100 
North 5th Avenue West, 
Room 103, Duluth, MN 
55802.

Public input sought for how sheriff’s department body cams should be used
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

ELY – City officials 
here are getting creative 
in finding ways to fill 
at least one of the many 
open positions in the city’s 
public works department 
by looking to hire an equip-
ment operator trainee.

On Tuesday, the city 
council’s employee rela-
tions committee, on the 
recommendation of the 
clerk-treasurer, approved 
drafting a letter of under-
standing with union rep-
resentatives and working  
on an appropriate job 
description for the new 
type of worker, as more and 
more positions go unfilled 
because of a continuing 
lack of qualified applicants, 
or any applicants at all, for 
various open positions on 
the city payroll.

The equipment oper-
ator position is just one of 
many current and upcom-
ing employment vacancies 

for the city, according to 
Clerk-Treasurer Harold 
Langowski, who has been 
working with the city 
council committee to 
update and revise a slew 
of job descriptions as long-
time workers parade toward 
the retirement door by the 
end of the year.

A veteran wastewater 
plant operator, longtime 
electric lineman foreman, 
and the Ely Utilities 
Commission’s experienced 
billing clerk are all retiring, 
Langowski said.

“These are all very dif-
ficult shoes to fill,” he said.

Council  members 
agreed to send letters of 
appreciation to the outgo-
ing employees.

“These people are 
all greatly appreciated,” 
Langowski said.

For the open equip-
ment operator position, 
Langowski said two recent 

job postings resulted in just 
one applicant. 

“The state and county 
are having these same 
(hiring) issues,” said Mayor 
Roger Skraba. “And if you 
are in the private sector, 
you are all having similar 
issues trying to find people 
with a CDL (Commercial 
Driver’s License), or 
anybody to apply.”

Council member Paul 
Kess stressed the impor-
tance of building a city 
workforce from within.

“Having these trainee 
positions will put people in 
the pipeline with a chance 
to advance,” he said.

Langowski said updat-
ing the job positions makes 
sense.

“Looking at all the 
positions to fill, we have 
room in our categories 
where we didn’t have an 
equipment operator trainee 
but we had an electrical 

worker trainee, and now 
we can slide (a position) 
into that category,” he said.

He explained that the 
Equipment Operator I 
position, the ground floor 
position in public works 
department, requires one 
year of experience, and 
the Equipment Operator 
II position requires three 
years of experience.

“With a trainee, what 
we would do is require them 
to get their commercial 
driver’s license within six 
months,” he said. “They 
would be a trainee until 
they get their CDL, and then 
work the rest of the year to 
move up to the Equipment 
Operator I position.” 

All of the other require-
ments remain for the 
hybrid position, including 
a pre-employment physical 
and drug testing.

“And to get the CDL, 
you need to have access to 

the equipment to get the 
rating,” Langowski added. 
“That is a big barrier for 
many people, unless they 
know a contractor or know 
someone with that kind 
of equipment. Obviously, 
with the city, that equip-
ment is here and all ready 
to go if we can find the right 
candidate.”

There are currently two 
open equipment operator 
positions for the city of Ely. 
Staring pay is $24 per hour.

“We plan on posting 
a third position next 
mid-summer,” Langowski 
said. “Technically we have 
those three open positions 
in public works. We have 
three retirees. Just one of 
those positions (the utilities 
billing clerk) is filled so far. 
It has been a little stressful. 
The (job) postings are not 
getting applicants, so we’re 
going to try something a 
little different here, and 

hope we are successful.”
The city’s public works 

department normally oper-
ates with a staff of nine, and 
now is working with a staff 
of six employees.

“The public works 
foreman is pulling in staff 
from other departments to 
help clear the streets and 
sidewalks from the latest 
snowfall,” Langowski said. 
“We have staff to get the job 
done, it just may take a little 
longer. And with COVID, 
we’re telling everyone that 
if they feel sick to stay 
home, we don’t want to lose 
the whole department. The 
crew did a great job earlier 
this week with the first big 
snowfall.”

City council members 
will have the union memo 
of understanding agree-
ment to consider at their 
Dec. 21 meeting, and 
then the new trainee posi-
tion will be posted after 
approval.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Santa & Mrs. Claus are Coming! 

When: Saturday, December 11   

Where: Grand Ely Lodge 

Time: 1-2 p.m.  Drive-thru only.  Please remain in vehicles.   

Thank you to the many          
generous sponsors who      
are providing small gifts    
and crafts for youth. www.Ely.org      218-365-6123 

ELY – A new Domino’s  
store is gearing up to open 
here soon. The popular 
national pizza chain will be 
located in the former Pizza 
Hut building (and most 
recently Two Gringos) on 
Sheridan Street.

Owner Duane Carlson, 
of D&S Pizza Inc., who 
owns several Domino’s 
franchises in northern 
Minnesota, including 
Duluth, the Iron Range 
and International Falls, is 
in town these days helping 
with the building renova-
tion.

“Our Ely expansion 
has been on the books since 
the beginning of 2021,” 
Carlson said. “My growth 
agreement with Domino’s 
has us locked in for five 

stores. Adding a location 
in Ely works for us.”

Carlson said he lives 
in International Falls and 
travels to the Ely area 
and the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area Wilderness for 
recreation.

“Now I can mix busi-
ness with pleasure,” he 
said.

Carlson is leasing the 

former Pizza Hut building 
from the Alley A Realty 
development company 
of John and Tanner Ott, 
who have renovated many 
downtown structures in 

Ely.
“I can’t say for sure 

when we will open,” 
Carlson said last week, 
adding, “There is a poten-
tial for the very end of 
December, but it is more 
likely to happen in early to 
mid-January. We continue 
to wait on contractors for 
some of our renovation 
work. They are just so busy. 
It is taking much longer 
than I anticipated.”

Banners with “now 
hiring” information were 
hung up last week at the 
Ely store.

“We started hiring 
people and are beginning 
with on-the-job training in 
our other stores,” Carlson 
said. “We would love to 
see 20-25 employees here 
in Ely, and potentially 
more when we are in full 
operation.”

His plans call for the 
Ely Domino’s store to offer 
more than delivery.

“We will also have 
food pick-up and will offer 
dine-in here, too,” he said. 
“It won’t be full-service 
dining, but we will have 
customers pick up their 
food and they can eat 
it here if they like. We 
will have the full menu 
that Domino’s offers. We 
have the benefit of having 
a national supply chain, 
so we won’t be dealing 
with shortages or delivery 
delays of our product.”

Domino’s franchise getting nearer to opening in Ely
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

A new Domino’s 
restaurant franchise is 
gettng closer to 
opening in downtown 
Ely. The store will be 
located in the former 
Pizza Hut building. 
photo by K. Vandervort

PUBLIC WORKS

Facing worker shortage, city of Ely looks to hire trainees
Equipment operator positions remain unfilled after two job postingsby KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor
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HONORS

BOYS BASKETBALL

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Wolves top Hill City in a rout
Two Ely players tally double-doubles in season opener, played at home

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Two NER 
swimmers 
named to All-
Section team
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Grizzlies improve to 3-1

Twin routs 
highlight 
NW start

Notch solid wins against Cook County and Bigfork Huskies

GIRLS BASKETBALL

See NORTH WOODS...pg. 4B

ELY— It was all over from 
the start here last Saturday as the 
Timberwolves blew past Hill City in 
their regular season debut, taking a 
29-2 lead in the early-going en route 
to a 61-31 rout. 

“It was a bit sloppy at times but 
that’s expected for the first game of 
the season,” said Ely Head Coach 
Tom McDonald. 

Despite a few miscues, it 
was an impressive start for the 
Timberwolves, who have a solid 

base of upper classmen and some 
height, with six players measuring 
six feet or taller. 

Returning six-foot, one-inch 
junior guard Joey Bianco led the 
way for the Wolves, with 22 points. 
Bianco was a leading scorer for Ely 
last year as a junior and it looks like 
he’ll be picking up where he left 
off as he notched a double-double 
on Saturday, with ten rebounds and 
seven assists in addition to his 22 
points. Five-foot, eleven-inch senior 
Harry Simons was a big contribu-
tor as well on Saturday, adding 19 
points, while five-foot, nine-inch 

junior guard Jason Kerntz tallied a 
double-double, with ten points and 
ten boards.

The Wolves were set to make 
a run to the border on Thursday, to 
face the Broncos at International 
Falls. They’ll host Two Harbors on 
Saturday, with a 2:45 p.m. varsity 
start. They’ll be back on the road 
on Tuesday, to take on the Mariners 
in Silver Bay. 

Right: Harry Simon pivots as he 
works the ball down the court 
against Hill City on Saturday.
photo by J. Greeney

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BABBITT – The Northeast 
Range High School swim team 
has a pair of Section 7A Girls 
Swimming All-Section Team 
2021 honorees this season. Area 
coaches made the selections for 
the honors at the conclusion of 
the 2021 season.

The  hono r s  f o r  t he 
N i g h t h a w k s  f o l l o w  a 
record-breaking season for the 
team.

Junior Lily Tedrick, who 
broke a number of team records 
this season, was named to the All-
Section team for the 200 Medley 
Relay Breaststroke event. She 
was the team’s highest finisher at 
the Section 7A meet in Duluth, 
and was fourth overall in the 200 
Individual Medley event.  She set 
school records in the 200 IM this 
season with a time of 2:25.52, and 
in the 100 Butterfly with a time 
of 1:05.49.

S o p h o m o r e  M o r g a n 
McClelland was named to the 
200 Freestyle Relay team. She 
placed 15th in the Section 7A 
meet with a time of 2:16.87 in the 
200 Freestyle and 14th in the 500 
Freestyle with a tie of 6:15.47.

FIELD TWP- The North 
Woods girls basketball team has 
flipped the script on last sea-
son’s 1-3 start, picking up solid 
wins against Cook County and 
Bigfork this past week for a 3-1 
opening to this year’s campaign.

The Grizzlies bounced back 
from a loss at Chisholm with a 
50-34 win on the road at Cook 
County on Dec. 3, then returned 
home for a 55-38 victory on 
Monday against Bigfork.

Center Hannah Kinsey 
had the early hot hand for the 
Grizzlies at Cook County, 
scoring ten first-half points as 
North Woods controlled both 
ends of the floor for a 26-16 lead 
at the break. Hannah Cheney 
kept things rolling in the second 
half, collecting nine points and 
finishing with a team-high 15 for 
the game, one more than Kinsey’s 
14. Seven Grizzlies contributed 
points in what North Woods Head 
Coach Liz Cheney described as 
a complete game by her team.

“The girls played such good 
defense, tight defense,” Cheney 
said. “They played as a team, 
they were cohesive, and we 
had an inside and outside game 
(offensively). It was fun, and 
they had fun.”

More fun was to be had on 
Monday against Bigfork, but it 
wouldn’t come quite as easily to 
the Grizzlies this time.

Riding a six-point salvo 
from Cheney and two buckets 
from Kinsey, North Woods 
raced to a 10-0 start, but cooled 
down after a Bigfork timeout. 
The Grizzlies had trouble capi-
talizing on shots down low, and 

Cook County took advantage, 
trimming the deficit to 16-13. 

Helen Koch got the Grizzlies 
back on track with a baseline 
drive for a score, and then fed the 
ball to Talise Goodsky for a fast 
break bucket. A three-pointer by 
Kiana LaRoque put the Grizzlies 
up by 11, 24-13, and they carried 
a 30-22 advantage into the locker 
room.

“At halftime, we talked 
about the need to take control 
of the game,” Cheney said. 
“Even though we were ahead, I 
felt like Bigfork was controlling 
the court. So that was the talk 
at halftime – we need to get out 
there, we need to dominate, and 
they did.”

The halftime speech clearly 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

“  They played as a 
team, they were 
cohesive and we 
had an inside and 

outside game.
Grizzlies Coach Liz Cheney

Above: The Grizzlies’ Kiana LaRoque works to fend off a 
break by Bigfork’s Kambry Pearson. 

Below:  The Grizzlies’ Hannah Cheney takes it to the bucket 
under heavy pressure from a slew of Bigfork defenders. 

See GRIZZLIES..pg. 4B

FIELD TWP- North Woods 
boys hoops fans probably don’t 
have West Coast musical comedy 
duo Tenacious D on their Spotify 
playlists, but they’re going to get 
more than enough tenacious ‘D’ 
from their Grizzlies this year, as 
evidenced by season-opening 
road smackdowns of South Ridge 
and Bigfork.

The taller Panthers had 
neither the speed nor agility 
to solve a withering Grizzlies’ 
man-to-man defense that forced 
an astonishing 41 turnovers in 
a 77-54 North Woods win on 
Dec. 3. The Grizzlies nearly 
equaled that scoring total in the 
first half on Tuesday against 
hapless Bigfork, riding a huge 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Defense proves a 
turnover machine

photos by D. Colburn



Officials say heavy use and overcrowding is prompting the reduction for 2022
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WILDERNESS QUOTAS

Vermilion creel 
survey underway

WILDLIFE RESEARCH

USFS to cut BWCA permits

Study: Warmer summers pose challenge for moose
Impact of winter ticks worsens after warmer summers, according to new study

REGIONAL— For years, 
biologists who study moose 
have believed that milder and 
shorter winters are playing an 
oversized role in the decline of 
North America’s largest member 
of the deer family. Yet, a new 
study based on 20 years of 
research at Isle Royale, suggests 
that warmer summers could be 
as big a problem for moose as 
mild winters. 

While moose in the upper 

Great Lakes region face a myriad 
of challenges, from parasitic 
brain worms to liver flukes, to 
heavy wolf predation of calves, 
the impact of winter ticks could 
be among the most difficult to 
overcome. Moose are enormous 
animals with thick coats adapted 
for the harsh cold of northern 
winters, which makes them a 
hospitable home for a species 
of tick known to scientists as 
Dermacentor albipictus and as 
winter ticks or moose ticks to 
everyone else. 

Where tick numbers are 

high, tens of thousands of them 
can attach themselves to a single 
moose. The presence of so many 
ticks irritates moose, so much so 
in fact that they often scrape away 
much of their fur as they try to 
rid themselves of the pests by 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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R E G I O N A L —  T h e 
COVID-19 pandemic prompted 
more Americans to spend time 
in the outdoors over the past 
two summers and, for many, 
that meant taking a trip in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area. 
But all that love came at a cost 
to the resource, according to 
U.S. Forest Service officials 
who are tasked with protecting 
the 1.1 million-acre wilderness. 
It also impacted the experience 
of visitors, many of whom 
reported congested portages 
and difficulty finding campsites.

That’s prompted a decision 
by the U.S. Forest Service to 
reduce the number of overnight 
permits in the wilderness, 
a decision that is likely to 
exacerbate the already intense 
competition for access. 

Forest Service spokesper-
son Sue Catton said managing 
the Boundary Waters is always 
a balancing act, between the 
need to protect the wilderness, 
provide for a quality wilderness 
experience, and maintain the 
business community that serves 
wilderness users. 

According to Catton, the 
Forest Service maintains 74 
entry points into the BWCAW, 
but is most concerned with 24 
of the highest-use locations. 
“These are where we’re seeing 
the most crowding and competi-
tion for campsites and resource 
damage,” she said. 

While at least one media 
report suggested that the Forest 
Service might cut permits by 13 
percent, Catton said the reduc-

tion likely won’t be that large, 
and that the reductions could be 
phased in over a couple years. 
The Forest Service will make 
its final permit numbers public 
before the end of December. 
Reservations for Boundary 
Waters permits open on a first-
come, first-served basis begin-
ning on Wednesday, Jan. 26. 
Mixed reviews

For wilderness outfitters, 
who experienced the over-
whelming demand for permits 
the past two summers, the news 
of reductions effective for the 
2022 paddling season came out 
of the blue, without any input 
into the decision. 

“It was a surprise to us,” 
said Steve Piragis, who operates 
Piragis Northwoods Company 
and Outfitters in Ely. Piragis 
said finding available permits 
was tough last summer. “A lot of 
folks ended up entering through 
Trout Lake because there was no 
alternative,” said Piragis. “All 
the popular entries were filled 
up for the whole summer,” he 
added. 

The Forest Service con-
firms that wilderness use is up 
sharply. Nearly 166,000 people 

visited the Boundary Waters 
in 2020, a 16 percent increase 
over the year before. Visitation 
numbers for 2021 are due out 
in January but may be tempered 
somewhat by last summer’s 
closures due to fire conditions. 

While fewer permits will 
likely bring disappointment 
to more wilderness users, 
Piragis agrees it was probably 
necessary given the increased 
visitation since the COVID 
pandemic.

“I think it’s a good idea 
that the Forest Service is doing 
what they do: protecting the 
wilderness,” he said.

That view isn’t universal. 
“It’s a lot of people they’re 
excluding from the wilderness,” 
said Jason Zabokrtsky, who 
operates the Ely Outfitting 
Company. “It’s a significant 
change for the wilderness. Some 
changes may be warranted, 
some maybe not.”

Zabokrtsky argues that the 
Forest Service could do more 
to educate visitors in an effort 
to minimize user impact and 
he urged the agency to work 
more with outfitters and other 
stakeholders to develop ideas 
for doing so. 

“There are definitely issues 
of concern about some resource 
damage, and campsite availabil-
ity and congestion at portages,” 
acknowledged Zabokrtsky. “I 
think a comprehensive look at 
those issues is important, but 
I also think there are a lot of 
options to address those con-
cerns. Excluding people may 
not be the best way to do that.”

Catton agrees that educat-

ing visitors is important, and 
that was something that proved 
more difficult in 2020, when 
most Forest Service offices were 
closed due to the pandemic. The 
Forest Service did eventually 
develop a virtual “Leave-No-
Trace” program, but Catton said 
having in-person contact with 
visitors is still the best option. 

She said the Forest Service 
is also committing to hiring 
additional wilderness rangers 
to ensure that education and 
outreach continues even when 
visitors are in the wilderness.

But education can’t solve 
every problem associated with 
overcrowding. And Catton 
notes that the Forest Service 
has received thousands of 
comments over the past ten 
years from users who com-
plained about overcrowding and 
damage to campsites. “We’ve 
heard from people who have 
left the wilderness early because 
they couldn’t find a campsite,” 
she said. 
Other factors contributing

The pressure on the 
Boundary Waters has been exac-

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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 Outdoors in brief

LAKE VERMILION— Ice 
anglers here may be asked to partic-
ipate in the lake’s first winter creel 
survey since 1984, which is now 
underway. 

Creel clerks from the Department 
of Natural Resources will be travel-
ing the lake on foot or on snowmobile 
to interview ice anglers about their 
harvest through Feb. 27.

During the interviews, the creel 
clerks will ask anglers a few ques-
tions about their fishing trip for that 
day and  record information on the 
fish species caught. Creel clerks may 
ask to record measurements of fish 
that anglers keep. Additionally, DNR 
pilots and a local contractor will 
conduct aerial ice house counts to 
obtain information on angling effort.

Fisheries managers rely on creel 
surveys to collect information on 
fishing pressure, catch, harvest and 
size distribution of several import-
ant fish species in Lake Vermilion. 
This information, when combined 
with scientific data collected during 
standard fisheries population assess-
ments, is used to make informed 
fisheries  management decisions.

Angler participation is an essen-
tial part of this study, so the DNR is 
asking anglers to be patient with the 
creel clerks and provide information 
that is as accurate as possible. Since 
1984, 13 creel surveys have been 
conducted on Lake Vermilion, all 
during the open water season.

For additional information or 
questions, contact Matt Hennen at 
the DNR Tower area fisheries office: 
218-300-7810 or matthew.hennen@
state.mn.us.

MILLE LACS LAKE—A 
55-pound, 14-ounce muskie caught 
Nov. 22 on Mille Lacs Lake is the 
new state record for this popular 
game fish. 

Nolan Sprengeler was with 
friends Kevin Kray and Zack 
Skoglund when he latched onto the 
monster fish. “On our last spot of the 
evening at about 9 p.m., I felt a tap on 
the end of my line. I fought the fish 
to the boat and Kevin Kray netted 
it for me. The fish measured 57.75 
inches by 29 inches,” Sprengeler 
said. “After trying to revive the fish 
for about an hour we realized she 
wasn’t going to make it. We made 
the decision to bring the fish in to 
get weighed on a certified scale.”

The fish beat the previ-
ous weight-based state record 
of 54 pounds, caught on Lake 
Winnibigoshish in 1957. 

Although news of the fish has 
spread quickly on social media, a 
record is not official until the certi-
fication process is complete.

The DNR announces new state 
records in news releases, on social 
media and on the DNR website. Find 
current records and guidelines for 
each type of state record at mndnr.
gov/recordfish.

“    It’s a significant 
change for the 

wilderness. Some 
may be warranted, 
some maybe not.” 

Ely outfitter
Jason Zabokrtsky

Above: A rainbow appears 
to dip into the clear waters 
of Big Moose Lake in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. Fewer 
visitors may have access 
to Big Moose and the more 
than 1,000 other lakes in 
the 1.1-million acre wilder-
ness as a result of entry 
permit reductions planned 
for 2022.
photo by M. Helmberger

Right: A female moose on 
Isle Royale with the telltale 
signs of a heavy winter tick 
infestation. 

DNR certifies 
new state 
record muskie

photo courtesy Sarah Hoy/
Michigan Tech University
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MOOSE...Continued from page 2B

AFTER THE STORM

Pine trees on the north shore of Shagawa Lake, in Ely, are freshly flocked from last Sunday’s snowstorm. The storm dropped six to ten inches of snow across the area. 
photo by K. Vandervort

 Outdoors briefly

rubbing against trees. 
This creates further 

burdens to affected moose. 
The loss of fur requires 
them to expend more 
energy to keep warm in 
the winter. The loss of 
blood from so many ticks 
can cause anemia, further 
weakening moose. It leaves 
them more susceptible 
to predators, primarily 
wolves, and likely reduces 
the reproductive potential 
of female moose as well. 
If climate change increases 
the abundance of ticks, as 
most researchers believe is 
already happening, life in 
the more southerly parts of 
the moose range, like here 
in northern Minnesota, is 
likely to get even tougher 
for moose in the future.
Long-term study

For more than 50 years, 
researchers with Michigan 
State University have mon-
itored the wolf and moose 
populations on Isle Royale 
and how they interact. 
Since 2001, they have taken 
careful note of the amount 
of hair loss that moose there 
have experienced due to 
heavy tick loads. It was that 
data, combined with tem-
perature records, that have 
formed the basis for their 
latest findings, which were 
published late last month 
in the journal Frontiers in 
Ecology and Evolution. 
The researchers found a 
strong correlation between 
average temperatures in 
July and the extent of the 
tick burden that moose 
would face that following 
winter. Warmer tempera-
tures in summer appeared 
to promote faster egg 
development and increased 
egg survival, leaving more 
viable ticks on the land-
scape in the fall when the 
winter ticks begin their 
quest for a host. 

The study also found 
a correlation between high 
tick burdens and predation 
from the small number of 
gray wolves on the island, 
although the correlation 
wasn’t as pronounced as 
that involving temperature.

The study does note 
that summer tempera-
tures have been slower 
to increase in much of 
North America as a result 
of climate change, at least 
as compared to winter 
temperatures, where dra-
matic warming has already 
been experienced in many 
places, including north-
ern Minnesota. But the 
study notes that summer 
temperatures are expected 
to increase by anywhere 
from two-to-eight degrees 
Celsius over the next 80 
years, depending on the 
actual reductions in carbon 
emissions achieved over 
the next few decades.

“If such temperature 
increases occur, then our 
results suggest that average 
hair loss may regularly 
exceed 50–60 percent, 
which is indicative of 
severe tick burdens for 
moose,” concludes the 
study. “The ramifications 
of any such climate related 
changes in parasite dynam-
ics are likely to be sub-
stantial and widespread 
given that parasites play an 
important role in shaping 
the composition, structure, 
productivity and stability 

of communities and eco-
systems.”

This suggests that 
the long-term outlook for 
moose in southern por-
tions of the species’ range 
remains dire, even as the 
slower rate of warming in 
summer may postpone the 
decline or disappearance 
of moose in northeastern 
Minnesota for a few more 
decades. 

Still, milder and shorter 
winters remain a factor that 
impacts winter tick abun-
dance and, ultimately, the 
health of moose popula-
tions. Previous studies have 
documented how shorter 
winters improve winter 
tick reproduction and give 
the cold-sensitive ticks a 
longer period to find a host. 

The one-year tick life 
cycle begins when female 
ticks lay their eggs in June, 
after which they die. The 
eggs hatch in late summer 
into the fall and immedi-
ately begin searching for a 
host. While whitetail deer 
encounter winter ticks, 
they are usually able to 
protect themselves through 
grooming. Moose are less 
effective at doing so, which 
is why as many as 100,000 
ticks can attach themselves 
to a single moose when tick 
populations are high. 

When snow and cold 
temperatures arrive later in 
the season than in the past, 
ticks can survive longer 
into the fall, increasing 
their chances of finding a 
host. Tick survival is also 
dependent on how long 
snow and cold lingers in 
late winter. The ticks even-
tually drop off their hosts, 
typically in late April. If 
they fall on snow-covered 
ground, the females typi-
cally won’t survive to lay 
eggs. But when snow disap-
pears earlier, tick survival 
improves, meaning there 
will be more young ticks 
seeking hosts later that year. 

A n d ,  i f  w a r m e r 
summers allow more of 
those eggs to hatch and 
quicken the pace of devel-
opment of the larval ticks, 
it not only increases tick 
numbers but provides for 
a longer period for ticks 
to find a host. All of which 
adds up to bad news for 
moose.

It should be noted that 
the findings of this latest 
study may not apply the 
same way outside of Isle 
Royale. The Lake Superior 
island, which is a national 
park, does not have white-
tail deer, which carry a host 
of other parasites, such as 
brainworm and liver flukes, 
that can be fatal to moose. 
That further complicates 
the survival picture for 
moose on the mainland. 

erbated since the COVID-19 clo-
sures prohibited access to Quetico 
Provincial Park, which has long 
served as a kind of pressure-relief 
valve for the much-busier BWCAW. 

“I think that contributes to the 
crowding we’re seeing on our side,” 
said Catton. 

While primary entry points, like 
the crossing at International Falls, 
have re-opened to fully vaccinat-
ed individuals, the remote access 
border crossing program remains 
suspended, according to Trevor 
Gibb, Quetico’s park superinten-
dent. 

Gibb notes that the park has no 
jurisdiction over border crossing 
policy and he said he doesn’t know 
whether remote border crossings at 
places like Prairie Portage will be 
allowed in time for the 2022 pad-

dling season. 
For now, said Gibb, Americans 

will need to plan to use the crossings 
at International Falls or at Pigeon 
River and access the Quetico from 
the north if they wish to visit the 
wilderness park next year. 

The concerns about overuse 
and overcrowding in the Boundary 
Waters are, in part, a reflection of the 
changing ways in which visitors use 
the wilderness, said Catton.  “Fewer 
people are going into the heart of 
the wilderness,” she said. “There’s 
a lot more base camping along the 
periphery.” That tends to concentrate 
people and the resulting impact on 
a relative handful of lakes located 
near popular entry points. 

Zabokrtsky agrees, but says 
there are ways to address the sit-
uation. He said restricted permits, 

which would provide entry point 
access while prohibiting users from 
camping on the most popular lakes 
along the route, could help spread 
the use out and limit the impact on 
high-traffic lakes and campsites. 

He said the Forest Service’s 
first-come, first-served policy has 
contributed to the problem, and 
means there will always be situa-
tions where sites fill up too quickly 
in popular areas. 

Zabokrtsky said more education 
for users can also help, particularly if 
the Forest Service could encourage 
use of the more remote parts of the 
wilderness. “We found if people 
were willing to travel a solid day 
into the wilderness, they left most 
of the groups behind.”

REGIONAL— Minnesota’s 
deer feeding ban will expand on 
Thursday, Dec. 30, to include 44 
of the state’s 87 counties, including 
Itasca and Koochiching. 

The expansion of the deer 

feeding ban is the result of addition-
al discoveries of chronic wasting 
disease, or CWD, in deer. 

The recent detection of CWD 
on a deer farm in Beltrami County 
adds Beltrami, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Lake of the Woods and Roseau 
counties to the list of counties 
where deer feeding is not allowed. 
Deer feed includes grains, fruits, 
vegetables, nuts, hay and other 

food that is capable of attracting or 
enticing deer.

Feeding bans and attractant 
bans are part of the DNR’s CWD 
response plan and necessary because 
feed and attractants often cause deer 
to concentrate, greatly increasing 
the risk of deer-to-deer disease 
transmission.

Itasca and Koochiching 
counties added to 
state’s deer feeding ban

PERMITS...Continued from page 2B

from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   
11/29     26      9      0.00     
11/30     30     15     0.09     1.1”
12/01     31     18     0.04     0.5”
12/02     41     29     0.00     
12/03     32     25     0.00    
12/04     34     18     0.00     
12/05     22     11     0.06     0.5”    
YTD Total      20.71    5.4”

11/29     30     19     0.01     0.1”
11/30     28     19     0.03     0.5”
12/01     41     25     0.02     0.2”
12/02     37     27     0.00     
12/03     34     27     0.00     
12/04     25     12     0.00     
12/05     27     16     0.00                               
YTD Total       21.70     4.3”     

11/29     26     15     0.00     
11/30     30     19     0.08     1.5”
12/01     29     21     0.06     0.6”
12/02     41     29     0.02     
12/03     32     26     0.00     
12/04     33     21     0.01     0.1”
12/05     20     12     0.02     0.3”       
YTD Total      19.31    6.8”  

11/29     26     12     0.00     
11/30     32     20     0.05     1.4”
12/01     33     20     0.02     0.4”
12/02     41     30     0.02     0.2”
12/03     32     26     0.06     0.2”
12/04     34     21     0.00     
12/05     23     12     0.02     0.4”
YTD Total     17.18    6.9”

11/29     27      9      0.00     
11/30     30     13     0.18    1.5”
12/01     31     16     0.03    0.4”
12/02     41     29     0.00    
12/03     31     25     0.00    
12/04     34     19     0.00     
12/05     22     10     0.03    0.5”                           
YTD Total              23.77    7.4”       

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
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Q: Do they test for variants when someone gets a COVID-19 test?  
A: Standard COVID-19 tests don't tell you whether you have a variant. Variants are identified when 
scientists at the state's public health lab pull a certain percentage of patients' tests for further 
examination to see what variants may be in the state. Enough samples are reviewed to create a clear 
picture of which variant is causing the infection and to watch how the virus changes. Results from the 
variant tests are not shared with patients or their doctors because even if you have a variant, the steps 
are the same: quarantine or isolation.  
 
Q: Can I get a variant if I have already had COVID-19? 
A: Yes, you can get a variant, but if you have had COVID-19, you might have some natural protection 
for a period of time. However, your chance of getting a variant increases because the mutations are 
different from the initial infection, so natural immunity may not always be able to prevent illness. On top 
of natural immunity, getting vaccinated will increase antibodies to give you the best chance at stopping 
variant infections. 
 
Q: What do I need to know about the Omicron variant? 
A: In November, a new variant was found in random samplings of COVID-19 tests collected in South 
Africa, and the World Health Organization labeled it Omicron. The first confirmed case of Omicron was 
identified in the United States in December and has since been identified in nearly twenty states, 
including Minnesota. At this time, we don't know how easily it spreads, the severity of illness it causes, 
or how well our current vaccines and medications will work. Our current vaccines are expected to protect 
against severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection from the Omicron variant. To help 
prevent the spread of Omicron, continue practicing social distancing, get vaccinated, and wear a mask.   
 
  

 
Dr. Brock Urie is an Emergency Room Physician and the Chief Medical Officer at Ely-Bloomenson Community 

Hospital. Dr. Urie graduated from the University of MN Duluth, with his Bachelor’s Degree in Biology and attended 
Medical School at the University of Minnesota School of Medicine. He completed his Residency in Emergency 

Medicine at Western Michigan University’s School of Medicine in 2015. During residency, Dr. Urie served as a flight 
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hit home with Goodsky 
and Koch. Goodsky came 
out playing in-your-face 
defense and made two 
steals that turned into 
scoring opportunities for 
Koch. The sophomore 
guard popped in two three-
balls and a pair of free 

throws to pad the Grizzlies’ 
lead to 39-25, and another 
three by Shyla Adams 
forced Bigfork to take a 
time out, trailing 42-27. 
North Woods pushed the 
lead to 20 enroute to the 
17-point win.

“We had some really 

good moments today, and 
we had some really sketchy 
moments,” Cheney said. “It 
wasn’t the game we played 
at Cook County, where we 
were in it the whole game. 
Today we started out fast 
and then slowed down to 
Bigfork’s pace.”

Cheney also suggested 
Tuesday’s practice would 
involve a lot of practice on 
the inside scoring oppor-
tunities that often proved 
elusive against Bigfork.

“That’s been a thorn in 
our side for the last several 
years,” she said. “We can’t 

have that. That’s going to be 
the key to a win or a loss 
someday.”

Koch scorched the 
net for 13 second-half 
points and ended up with 
a team-leading 17 for 
the game, the only North 
Woods player in double 

figures. Goodsky tossed in 
nine points, followed by 
Kinsey with eight.

North Woods was 
scheduled to hit the road for 
a Friday game against Two 
Harbors and a Thursday, 
Dec. 16 tilt at International 
Falls.

74-13 halftime bulge to a 
105-30 win that could have 
been far worse had North 
Woods Head Coach Will 
Kleppe played his starters 
more than three minutes in 
the second half.

While the Grizzlies 
are going to have to work 
to replace last year’s 
productivity of departed 
senior Darius Goggleye, 
Kleppe has everyone else 
back. Familiarity gives 
the Grizzlies the edge on 
defense as they work on 
their half-court offensive 
flow.

“Darius was a huge 
part of our team last year, 
and his leadership and his 
performance on the floor 
are hard to replace, but we 
do have a lot of experienced 
guys,” Kleppe said. “We 
hit the ground running 
when we came to practice. 

These guys were familiar 
with what was going on 
and what the expectations 
were. Everything we do 
starts with our defense.”
South Ridge

The Panthers scored 
first in the opener, but after 
buckets by T.J. Chiabotti 
and Jared Chibotti ignited 
a 10-0 run, the Grizzlies 
never trailed again. Davis 
Kleppe hit the team’s first 
three of the season as the 
Grizzlies’ lead grew to 
20-10 on the strength of 
steals and scores by Alex 
Hartway and Jonah Burnett. 
Brenden Chiabotti picked 
up eight points with two 
treys in a run that put North 
Woods up by 20, 34-14, but 
the Panthers wouldn’t go 
down quietly, cutting the 
lead to 42-28 at the half.

Har tway  d ra ined 
the Grizzlies’ first three 

buckets of the second half, 
a trey by T.J. Chiabotti put 
North Woods back up by 
20, 55-33, and the Grizzlies 
rolled on from there for 
the win.

“We definitely didn’t 
want to get in a half-
court game with a team 
that had 6’10”, 6’7”, and 
6’4” players on the floor,” 
Kleppe said. “We came 
out with a lot of energy, 
put some ball pressure on, 
and forced some turnovers 
which gave us some easy 
baskets. That really boiled 
down to the difference in 
the game.”

The Grizzlies’ first win 
left the team with plenty to 
work on, however. While 
they feasted on shots close 
to the bucket, North Woods 
only got off three mid-range 
jumpers in their half-court 
sets, all of which missed. 

They were a lackluster 
7-for-33 from three-point 
range and made just six of 
their 12 free throws.

“We certainly took 
what their defense gave 
us, so we got a lot of 
open threes,” Kleppe said. 
“Unfortunately, we didn’t 
shoot the percentage we 
want to shoot, but there’s 
going to be games like that, 
and that’ll improve. As 
long as the defense keeps 
playing with the energy 
they had on Friday, that 
will cover up some of our 
shooting woes.”

Brenden Chiabotti 
topped Grizzlies’ scorers 
with 19 points, knocking 
down three treys and all four 
of his free throw attempts. 
Hartway was 7-for-10 from 
the field for 14 points, and 
T.J. Chiabotti and Jared 
Chiabotti were the other 

Grizzlies in double figures 
with 12 each.
Bigfork

The Huskies came 
into Tuesday night’s game 
without the athleticism 
necessary to keep pace 
with the Grizzlies. Center 
Sean Morrison scored 
two of the Grizzlies’ first 
three baskets, and in only 
eight minutes North Woods 
already had a 30-point 
lead, 39-9. Bigfork scored 
only one more field goal 
the rest of the period, as 
the Grizzlies’ bench got a 
good first-half workout and 
maintained the pressure.

Reserve Bryce Chosa 
scored the bucket that 
put the Grizzlies over 
the century mark with 30 
seconds to play, and Jonah 
Burnett scored two final 
breakaway baskets to finish 
out the 105-30 win.

E leven  Gr izz l i es 
scored in the contest, with 
five of them hitting for 
double digits. Brenden 
Chiabotti led the way again 
with 17, and T.J. Chiabotti 
was close behind with 16. 
Jonah Burnett tossed in 14 
points, Morrison had 13, 
and Jared Chiabotti chipped 
in 10.

The Grizzlies have 
a string of three home 
g a m e s  c o m i n g  u p , 
including Friday’s home 
opener against Hinckley-
Finlayson. On Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, North Woods will 
host Nashwauk-Keewatin, 
and round out the home-
stand with a Thursday, Dec. 
16 contest against Moose 
Lake-Willow River.

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 North

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

GREENWAY— A good 
defensive performance, and 
a big offensive night for 
Grace LaTourell, helped the 
Timberwolves eke out a razor-
thin victory here on Tuesday in 

a game that was close from start 
to finish. 

“This was one of those games 
where you just do whatever it 
takes to get a win,” said Ely Head 
Coach Max Gantt. 

LaTourell, a sophomore 
guard, largely carried Ely’s offen-
sive performance, pouring in 24 

points in a game that ended with 
the Wolves up 39-38. LaTourell 
notched a double-double on the 
night, with ten rebounds, while 
adding seven steals. Junior 
Madeline Kallberg added five 
points and eight boards. 

Other players struggled to 
find the bucket, as the team shot 

a lackluster 26 percent from the 
floor. “But we managed to pull 
out a win with good defense 
and key stops at the end,” said 
Gantt. “We’re going to have to 
play much better against teams 
coming up, but I’m super-pumped 
we were able to find a way to 
win an ugly game like that. Our 

defensive effort saved us.”
The Wolves were set to host 

International Falls on Friday, with 
a 7:15 p.m. start. They head to 
Silver Bay on Tuesday to take 
on the Mariners.

 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

State forecasts record-setting $7.7 billion surplus
STATE FINANCES

REGIONAL— Oodles of 
money is piling up in Minnesota’s 
state government accounts, 
giving the Legislature plenty to 
spread around in the 2022 session 
and adding another layer to next 
year’s campaign themes.

The Department of Minnesota 
Management and Budget project-
ed Tuesday that the state has a 
whopping $7.7 billion surplus in 
the general fund. Strong growth in 
income, consumer spending and 
corporate profits drove extraor-
dinary revenues in fiscal year 
2021, according to MMB, and 
higher tax receipts are expected 
to continue with the improvement 

of the economic outlook.
In percentage terms, it 

amounts to 15 percent of the 
current spending in the two-year 
budget adopted this summer.

The forecast provides a look 
through the end of the current 
budget in mid-2023 and the two 
years beyond. The estimate will 
be apart from roughly $1.2 billion 
in federal COVID-19 relief funds 
headed the state’s way and not 
directed yet to a specific purpose.

DFL Gov. Tim Walz pre-
viewed the report in a speech 
Monday to county leaders, saying 
the forecast figures “will be the 
best that they have ever been.” 
Walz has promoted monthly tax 
collection tallies as evidence the 
state economy is in solid shape 

three years into his watch.
The fiscal gusher will 

undoubtedly feed calls for tax 
cuts, increased payments to 
schools and additional programs 
to help people regain their footing 
after the long pandemic. 

“The top priority of Senate 
Republicans this session will 
be to provide additional tax 
relief to Minnesotans across the 
state,” said Republican Majority 
Leader Jeremy Miller of Winona.  

Business groups are already 
lobbying to head off a hike in 
unemployment taxes set to kick 
in to refill a fund drained over 
the past two years, and House 
Republicans are on board with 
that idea, saying it would block 
a tax increase on businesses of 
up to 15 percent. 

DFLers have not yet com-
mitted to refilling that fund but 
are taking credit for the surplus. 

“Democratic policies work. 
When workers, families and 
small businesses get help, the 
economy booms,” said House 
DFL Majority Leader Ryan 
Winkler on Twitter. “This is 
the time to double down on our 
support for working Minnesotans 
with paid leave, child care, 
housing, infrastructure and better 
schools.”

Not all of the money the 
forecast estimate is built from 
has actually materialized, and 
lawmakers won’t get to dictate 
where all of it goes.

By law, some dollars are 
taken off the top to bolster ded-
icated funds, pay off accounting 

shifts and restock the reserves. 
That could mean hundreds of 
millions of dollars are locked 
up before the Legislature does a 
thing. Without that law the surplus 
would have been even bigger.

Some $870 million were 
shifted into the state’s rainy-day 
reserve, bringing it to an all-time 
high of $2.6 billion.

Lawmakers don’t return to 
the Capitol until Jan. 31, and 
they’ll be aiming to finish by 
mid-May to hit the campaign trail. 
The governor’s office and all 201 
legislative seats are on the line in 
November.

Minnesota Public Radio 
News provided this story. You 
can listen to MPR News at 89.3 
FM in Ely and at 92.5 FM on the 
Iron Range. 

by BRIAN BAKST
Minnesota Public Radio News



ELY – This city’s 
Economic Development 
Authority wrapped up 
its activities for 2021 on 
Tuesday night with a sum-
mary and discussion of 
accomplishments for the 
year and a look forward 
into what they face next 
year.

City council mem-
bers, acting as the city’s 
economic development 
authority, and Ely Eco-
nomic Developer John 
Fedo, prioritized four 
main areas of activity for 
the last year including 
development of the Trail-
head and the city’s West 
End redevelopment dis-
trict/workforce housing, 
expanding broadband ac-
cess, supporting business 
creation and expansion, 
and supporting recreation 
opportunities.

Fedo said the city 
ended the year on a posi-
tive note for funding of the 
stalled Trailhead parking 
area and welcome center 
at the city’s west entrance 

with progress on a $1.5 
million award through the 
federal Travel, Tourism 
and Outdoor Recreation 
program recently put in 
place by the Biden admin-
istration.

“There was a con-
certed effort by the whole 
team, including our engi-
neering firm and the De-
partment of Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabili-
tation, and we have letters 
of support from outside 
the city government,” he 
said. “The project is fully 
funded and will be part of 
a larger package of fund-
ed projects coming out 
of the regional Chicago 
Economic Development 
Authority,” he said.

He noted that it is 
a competitively judged 
grant application.

“Our indication is that 
we have a very competi-
tive grant submission and 
we are keeping our fingers 
crossed. Our Trailhead is 
obviously a very integral 
part of tourism activity 
here, and this particular 

program was geared to-
ward communities like 
Ely that rely on tourism 
and specifically speaks to 
how we are improving,” 
he said.

Fedo said he antici-
pates a response to the ap-
plication early next year.

Ely Clerk-Treasurer 
Harold Langowski said 
the state legislative bond-
ing bill request for the 
Trailhead development 
project is moving forward. 

The $4 million bond-
ing request was spilt into 
two parts, he said, includ-
ing $1.5 million specif-
ically for the Trailhead 
welcome center and park-
ing lot development, and 
the remainder to be used 
for the remaining aspects 
of the West End develop-
ment project, including 
workforce housing, ambu-
lance service infrastruc-
ture, and the hospital ex-
pansion area.

“That’s looking 
good,” Langowski said. 
“Obviously, somebody 
within the bonding com-

mittee requested we split 
that so that means we are 
getting some support. It 
would be nice if we gain 
a parallel (funding) path 
and have to decide which 
one we take.”

The downtown broad-
band fiber loop continues 
to gain new customers, ac-
cording to Langowski. He 
pointed to recent excava-
tion permits applied for by 
several major local busi-
nesses for hookup to the 
loop, including the Veter-
ans Administration Health 
Clinic, Zup’s Market, the 
state Department of Rev-
enue, the North American 
Bear Center, and Grand 
Ely Lodge.

“That is a real posi-
tive move for our broad-
band project,” he said.

“Development ef-
forts for the former Zup’s 
grocery store building 
continue to move swift-
ly,” Langowski said. J&L 
Hardware is planning to 
move and expand their 
business into the building.

Some areas of support 

and improvement for eco-
nomic growth in the city 
continue to elude the local 
EDA.

“Our dentist shortage 
is an issue of concern that 
was brought to my atten-
tion again last month,” 
he said. “I wish I had 
some solutions and an-
swers. I know Dr. Ander-
son worked very hard to 
find another dentist. That 
is something we need to 
keep on our (priority) list 
as we move forward.”

A housing shortage 
continues to plague the 
Ely area.

“We continue to work 
with the Housing Rede-
velopment Authority on 
that,” Langowski said. “It 
is interesting to see how 
other communities are 
solving that issue. It is not 
just with a bunch of free 
money being handed out. 
It is pulling up the boot 
straps and figuring out a 
project and how to make 
it work, because this isn’t 
a quick enough return on 
investment for private de-

velopment. We’ll keep our 
eyes on that.”

Ely EDA President 
Heidi Omerza related that 
at a recent Coalition of 
Greater Minnesota Cities 
conference, state legisla-
tors indicated their dis-
taste for developing apart-
ment buildings as part of 
the housing shortage solu-
tion.

“They are against 
that, even though that is 
the greatest return on in-
vestment. So, what are 
we supposed to do?” she 
asked. “I left the confer-
ence a little conflicted.”

Langowski added, 
“Workforce housing is 
kind of the key phrase that 
is tied to our bonding re-
quest. And the state’s De-
partment of IRRR favors 
infrastructure support for 
housing projects, such as 
extending utilities. They 
look at the whole picture, 
such as what partners we 
bring to the table.”

A group of lots in 
the Spaulding area on the 
north end of town con-
tains as many as 11 lots 
ready for development.

Earl J. Schmidt 
Earl J. Schmidt, 84, 

of Lake Vermilion-Tow-
er, passed away on Sun-
day, Dec. 5, 2021, at Es-
sentia Health-Virginia. 
A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 10 at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church in Tower 
with Pastor Liz Cheney 
officiating. Visitation 
will be for one hour pri-
or to the service at the 
church. Burial will be in 
North Star Cemetery in 
St. Cloud. Arrangements 
are with Landmark Funer-
al Home in Virginia.

Earl was born on Oct. 
8, 1937, in St. Cloud, to 
Herman and Mary (St-
reitz) Schmidt and grew 
up there, graduating from 
St. Cloud Technical High 
School. He played foot-
ball in high school and 
was an avid card player.

Earl married Lois 
Swanson on Aug. 19, 
1960, in Tower. He spent 
his working career in the 
family business, St. Cloud 
Jobbing Company, and re-
tired in 2000 and moved 
to Lake Vermilion.

Survivors include 
one son, David Schmidt 
of Lake Vermilion; four 
sisters, Donna, Mary, 
Judy and Susan; and three 
brothers, Roger, Tom and 

Milt.
He was preceded in 

death by his parents; and 
wife, Lois.

Maria Zoe Planton 
Maria Zoe Planton, 

81, of Soudan, known 
to everyone as Zoe, died 
peacefully in her home 
surrounded by family on 
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021. A 
very special thank you to 
the East Range Hospice 
Team. The family would 
also like to recognize Jo 
and Joan for the excep-
tional care provided to our 
mom.

A Funeral Mass will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 17 at St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower with Rev. Fr. Beau 
Braun as celebrant. Visita-
tion will be for one hour 
prior to the service at the 
church. A reception will 

follow in the parish hall. 
Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Landmark Funeral Home 
of Virginia.

Zoe was born on 
July 26, 1940, to Joseph 
Zupancich Sr. and Mary 
(Gasperlin) Zupancich in 
Ely. She graduated from 
Ely High School in 1958 
and following graduation 
attended St. Catherine’s 
University in St. Paul. On 
Oct. 21, 1961, Zoe mar-
ried the love of her life, 
Frank Planton, and pur-
sued her dream of being a 
mom. 

Zoe’s family was 
her priority. Zoe’s home 
became known as Zoe’s 
Bed & Breakfast to her 
children, with delicious 
home-cooked meals and 
everything they needed 
when they visited. Zoe’s 
fondest memory to her 
children was to always be 
in the front yard waving 
goodbye until she could 
no longer see them as they 
departed from her home.

Zoe and Frank loved 
polka dancing and at-
tended 36 polka festivals 
in Cleveland, Milwaukee 
and Chicago. She loved 
the outdoors (especial-
ly the national and state 
parks she visited and her 
beloved North Shore), 
collecting rocks, and 
the sheer beauty of na-

ture. Zoe really enjoyed 
playing bridge every 
chance she got and trea-
sured all the friendships 
she made over the years.

Zoe is survived by her 
husband of 60 years, Frank 
A. Planton; children, Mar-
gie (Rodney) Burgess, 
Frank J. (Carmen) Plan-
ton, John Planton, Mike 
Planton and Annie (Tony) 
Tekautz; eight grandchil-

dren, Carleen (Mike), 
Brian (Julia), Cole, Brad-
ley, Leanne, Stefanie, 
Bren and Nathan; and two 
great-grandchildren, Ma-
son and Greyson.

Zoe was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Joseph Sr. and Mary 
Zupancich; and brother, 
Joseph Zupancich Jr.

Lolita M. 
Schnitzius 

Lolita M. Schnitzius, 
83, of Ely, passed away on 
Sunday, Dec., 5, 2021, at 
Carefree Assisted Living 
in Ely. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.
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RETURN TO
HARMONY

2021-2022 Season

Operating support is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through grants from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board and the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks to a 

legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

www.MesabiSymphonyOrchestra.org

In 2021, the International Wolf Center worked 
closely with a number of fantastic local 

businesses. Sending a howl of thanks for all of 
your help and support this year!

Ace Hardware

Adventure Inn

Anderson Construction 
Services Inc

The Boathouse Brewpub 
and Restuarant

Brandau Plumbing

Clark Gas Station

Cunningham Electric

Custom Theaters

Dairy Queen

East Range Mowing

The Ely Echo

Ely Auto Services

Ely Flower and Seed

Ely Northland Market

Grand Ely Lodge

Holiday Station Store

Insula

J and L Hardware

Jeff Schultz Excavating 

Dan’s Garage 

Northern Tier

OJ’s HVAC and Refrigeration

Casey Peterson 

Range LP Gas

Sir G’s Italian Restaurant

Subway

The TimberJay

Tony’s Towing

Ely Veterinary Clinic

Vermillion Community College

Voyageur Lumber

WELY-FM

White Wilderness Sled Dog 
Adventures

Wintergreen Northern Wear

Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge

Wolfland Computers

Zup’s Food Market - 

providing bone dust since 1989

1396 Hwy 169, Ely, MN 55371 • (218) 365-4695 •wolf.org

Ethnic Creations
Handmade gifts from the past to the present

Gifts in Weaving, Woolens, 
Quilting & Needle Arts

Classes & Custom Orders

Open Monday & Tuesday from 10-4
7148 Cty Rd 715, Embarrass, MN 55732

218-741-1536 or 218-750-0475 (cell)
dlw715@yahoo.com   debwiitanen.etsy.com

OPEN: Tues-Sat 10-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

• In-store jewelry
& watch repair

• Cash for 
Gold & Silver

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

BIRD
SEED

Ely economic developers wrap up a busy year
Looking at west end development, housing shortage for 2022
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EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Building Maintenance 
Worker - Public Works

Apply by 12/17/21

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  12/10

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Activities
PT & Casual Activities Assistant

Environmental Services
FT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide
Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Nursing
PT RN House Supervisor
Adult Day Services (ADS)
PT ADS Assistant
Lab
FT Medical Laboratory Tech (MLT)
Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist
Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting     
at $16.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)
PT RN/LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)
Dietary
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

PT POSITION AVAILABLE
at the

TOWER SOUDAN INSURANCE AGENCY

We are looking for a part-time employee 
with good customer service skills to answer 
phones, file, take payments, as well as other 
general office duties. This employee would 

also fill-in when the full-time employee 
is out on vacation. 

This job would be for 8 hours a week; 
days worked and schedule are flexible.  

If interested, please call 218-753-2101 or      
e-mail tsagency@frontiernet.net. 12/10

NOTICE OF BOARD APPOINTMENT

TOWN OF CRANE LAKE
The Crane Lake Town Board of Supervisors 
will be making two appointments to the Crane 
Lake Water and Sanitary District Board of 
Managers for a three-year term that will com-
mence on January 1, 2022 and expire on 
December 31, 2024. Application forms are 
available at the Clerk’s office.  A completed 
application, current resume and cover letter 
stating qualifications and experience to serve 
must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of 
Crane Lake by December 13 prior to the 
Board of Supervisors’ Meeting on December 
14, 2021.

Jo Ann Pohlman
Clerk, Town of Crane Lake
218/993-1303
info@cranelaketwp.com

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 3 & 10, 2021

The International Wolf Center is hiring!

Facility Coordinator
The Facility Coordinator oversees the 

cleanliness and safe operations of 
the interpretive center facility.  

• 32 hours/week
• $18-$20/hr.  Benefits eligible.

• Deadline to apply is Dec. 15, 2021 

Visit https://wolf.org/about-us/employment/ 
                  to apply              12/10

FIELD TOWNSHIP
FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the 
Field Town Clerk at 9998 East Lind Rd., 
Angora from Tuesday, December 28, 2021, 
through Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at 5 p.m. 
for the offices of:
    
 1 Supervisor - 3-year term
     1 Clerk- 2-year term
 
Filing Fee $2.00.

Please call the clerk to make an appointment 
to file your application, 218-780-7012. The 
clerk’s office will be also be open Jan. 11 from 
1-5 p.m. for filing.

Pat Chapman, Clerk, Field Township

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 10, 2021

KABETOGAMA TOWNSHIP
Notice of Filing for Town 

Offices to be Elected
Notice is hereby given that a town election will 
be held in the Township of Kabetogama, St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 8th 
day of March, 2022.

The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy 
will be Tuesday, December 28, 2021.  The last 
day will be Tuesday, the 11th day of January, 
2022, at 5:00 p.m.

Filings may be made with Clerk Mary Manninen.  
You can either make an appointment by calling 
240-9325 or Town Hall 875-2082 or emailing 
kabtown@frontier.com.  You may file without 
appointment by coming into the Town Hall 
on Tuesday, January 11, 2022, between the 
hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The following terms will be expiring:

Supervisor Seat #2 for the term of three years

Clerk for the term of two years

Filing fee is $2.00.

Mary Manninen, Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 10, 2021

Full-Time Sewing Technician
Wintergreen Northern Wear creates quality 
outdoor apparel on the main street of Ely, MN. 
We are looking for creative, talented individuals 
to sew our garments. If you love to sew, we’d 
love to have you on our team! Sewing expe-
rience is required; experience with garments 
is preferred. We’ll train you on our industrial 
machines. A cheery, clean work environment 
and benefits included. Competitive wages 
based on skill level and experience. Call 218-
365-6602 or email sola@wintergreennorthern-
wear.com for more information. Apply by email 
or at our store located at 205 East Sheridan 
Street, Ely, MN.    12/17

CAMP VOYAGEUR 
Grounds/Maintenance 

Person Wanted
 

Construction and plumbing experience helpful 
Please call 218-365-6042 or email us at 

cvspirit@campvoyageur.com. tfn

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Thursday, December 16, 
2021 at 6 p.m. at the Kugler Town Hall.

Chris Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 10, 2021

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST

Computer skills and people skills a must!
Drop off your resume at Peshel Accounting, 

1704 E. Camp St., Ely or call 218-365-2424 tfn

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

In-Stock
Traeger

Grills
Pellets & Accessories

GREAT GIFT IDEAS!



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern

Minnesota
In Your Home”

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE
4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
 (218) 753-2950 
timberjay.com

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS- 
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or 
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 262 E 
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the 
basement.

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat/Sun: Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED- COOK 
NEEDED- full-time or part-time 
at Melgeorge’s on Elephant 
Lake. WEEKEND CABIN 
CLEANERS also needed. Call 
218-374-3621.   tfn

Sell It
Here

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

Do you want help fixing up your property or 
house? We are here to help with any of your needs.

For information, please call 515-943-3142.
Serving Northeast Minnesota, Lake Vermilion, 

Bear Head Lake, Ely, and more.

TS HANDYMAN SERVICES
We are here to

help with any of
your needs.

BUILDING  SERVICES



ELY – The continuing 
Native American Justice 
Project here, “Aware-
ness…Then Change,” 
recently provided com-
munity members and stu-
dents the opportunity to 
participate in events that 
highlighted the published 
works of author Linda 
LaGarde Grover.

Grover is professor 
emeritus of American In-
dian Studies at UMD, is a 
member of the Bois Forte 
Band of Ojibwe and au-
thor of fiction, poetry, re-
search articles, newspaper 

columns and essays.
The local justice proj-

ect is sponsored by the Ely 
branch of the American 
Association of University 
Women in collaboration 
with the Ely EMPOWER 
organization. The Ely-ar-
ea community participat-
ed in readings and work-
shops related to Grover’s 
book, “In the Night of 
Memory.”

As part of the One 
Community, One Read 
project, a reading and pre-
sentation was conducted 
at a recent Tuesday Group 
and included a follow-up 
discussion of her novel.

“Nothing really hap-
pens in a vacuum, and the 

issue of Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women 
(MMIW) has long been 
with us, and recently drew 
more attention in the me-
dia,” Grover said. “This is 
the running thread and the 
basis for In the Night of 
Memory.”

She said her grand-
mother, of the Bois Forte 
Band, was born “some-
where near here” in north-
ern Minnesota, and she is 
a also descendent of the 
Fond du Lac Band. 

Grover recently re-
tired from the University 
of Minnesota-Duluth.

“I had many different 
roles there, but recently 
I had my best job ever, 
teaching and researching 
in the American Indian 
Studies department,” she 
said. “That is when my 
stuff really started getting 
published. Having that 
position in life and em-
ployment likely helped in 
getting my work noticed.”

She noted that the 
work of local artist Shaun 
Chosa, “Survivor II,” pro-
vides a label or image that 
depicts the MMIW mes-
sage and helps to identify 
it.

“It is something that 
got to the media’s atten-
tion. I’m not even sure 
how that actually hap-
pened since (this issue) 
has been a constant in 
Indian country for a long 
time,” Grover said.

“There has been in-
teraction and intermar-
riages with native women 
since first contact with 
the explorers and settlers 
in this area,” she said. 
“There were native pop-
ulations here, and there 
were young guys from 
other countries who were 
also here, working really 
hard doing back-breaking, 
dangerous work in the fur 
trade. Just like those first 
people on the Mayflower, 
they could not have sur-
vived if not for help from 
people already living here. 
The interior lands here 
were dangerous places.”

The interracial in-
teractions were bound to 
happen, according to Gro-
ver. Those marriages pro-

duced children, and there 
are many people here who 
were descendants of those 
fur traders and the young 
native women.

“These marriages 
were not legal and they 
were not church marriag-
es,” Grover said. “Those 
men were encouraged to 
not marry the native wom-
en, but if they did, they 
were advised to have a 
priest take care of it. They 
were mostly marriages 
conducted in the custom 
of the country and the 
women were called ‘coun-
try wives.’ And they had 
no protection when they 
were no longer wanted.”

Grover continued, 
“Down through 200 years 
or more, that is our histo-
ry, including mine. There 
is such a high number of 
native women who have 
met violence at other 
people’s hands, or have 
simply vanished or disap-
peared. That is only inev-
itable.”

It is unknown how 
many native women are 
actually missing. Grover 
guessed that number at 
about 6,000 women.

She related an experi-
ence in her own family.

“In my family, my 
grandfather had a sis-
ter who just disappeared 
sometime after 1940. No-
body ever knew where 
she went. There are no 
Social Security records. 
She is legally bound to a 
land allotment, with no 
descendants that anybody 
can find. She just vanished 
after the 1940 census. No 
work record. Nothing.”

In the Night of Mem-
ory is a story that about a 
young woman who van-
ished in the late 1970s. 

“The story is not 
about her, so much, as it 
is about the people in her 
extended family and com-
munity,” she said.

In the Night of Mem-
ory, her third work of 
fiction, follows her first 
story, The Dance Boots,  
about a fictional Indian 
boarding school, not un-
like those institutions that 
some in her own family 
attended from as early as 
1914 through 2010.

“I was just astonished 
that I could get something 
like that published,” she 
said. 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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JUSTICE PROJECT

Ojibwe author participates in Ely’s Justice Project

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

20 5th St SE
(218) 361-3297

Tower Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
(218) 753-2405

COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals 
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations 

following state eligibility guidelines.  Supply is limited and call 
volumes are high, so we appreciate  your patience.  If  you 

believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements, 
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

SHOP LOCAL. SHOP SMALL.
THE MINER’S DAUGHTER GIFT SHOP  

Stop in and shop tons of products from local vendors, artists, 
and businesses. MDC members receive an extra 20% off 

all purchases excluding Redhead merch through the end of 
November! All proceeds support our mission to preserve and 

promote Iron Range history!

The Miner’s Daughter Gift Shop
Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 

and Saturday 10am-5pm 
Thursday 10am-8pm.

1005 Discovery Drive Chisholm, MN
Inside the 

Minnesota Discovery Center

LOCAL PRODUCTS & VENDORS  REDHEAD & MDC GIFT BASKETS

 HUGE MERCH SELECTION

mndiscoverycenter.com 
218-254-7959

MEMBERSHIPS & GIFT CARDS

BECOME A MEMBER!

BECOME A MEMBER!

 

Al and Caroline Musich Family 
American Legion Auxiliary # 248 

Ann and Warren Johnson 
Barb and Rich Kuzma 

Bev Groteboer 
Brooke Gruba 

Candace Bischoff 
Carol Nelson 
Carole Marks 

Cecilia Rolando 
Chotsie Harri 

Cheryl Martinetto 
Connie Stocks 
Corrie Korbel 

Cunningham Electric 
Dayle Felder 
Deb Erzar  

Defenbaugh Law Office 
Dennis and Francine Zobitz 

Desi and Rich Dunstan 
Desiree Dunstan  

Diane Yapel 
Dirty Dog Manufacturing 

Donna Filson 
Donna Niskala 
Dorothy Sand 
Doris Hautala 

Dr. Crystal Chopp  
Dr. Walt and Norma Leino 
Drs. Joe and Mary Bianco 

Elli Schwartz 
Ely Carefree Living 

Ely Carefree Living Residents 
Ely Chamber Ladies  

Ely Chamber of Commerce 
Ely Head Start 

Ely Music & Drama Club 
Ely Rotary 

Ely United Methodist Church 
Ely United Methodist Women 

Ely Vet Clinic 
Ely-Bloomenson  

Community Hospital 
Emily Ingram 

Fortune Bay Resort Casino 
Gail Peters 

Gracie’s Plant Works 
Grand Ely Lodge 

Gruba Construction LLC 
Happy Tails Grooming Wagon 
Heart of the Woods Quilters  

Insula Restaurant 
J&L Hardware Hank 

Jana Planton 
Jasper Company 

Jayne Plantz 
Jean Ann Larson 

Jean Zaverl 
Jim Borowski 
Joan Kjorsuig 

John and Robin Braun 
John R. Musich 

Joyce Passananti 
June Brandriet 
Karen Koivisto 
Kathy Cyriacks 
Keiko Williams 

Kibitz Ladies of Eagles Nest  
Kiwanis Club of Ely 

Klun Law Firm 
Ladies of Kaleva 
Lauren Porthan 

Linda Fink 
Lisa Porthan 

Madelyn Gruba 
Mary Ann Lekatz 

Mary Elisabeth Sereg 
Mary Jo Karasti 

MaryKay Fortier Spalding 
Mealey’s Gift & Sauna Shop 

Meghan Moravitz 
Michele Sherwood  

Monica Curtiss  
Nancy and Alan Andreae 

Nancy Horvat 
Nancy Johnson 

Nancy and Doug McReady 
Nancy Widmer and Ed Steklasa 

Norma Cersine 
Northern Lights 

Clubhouse Members 
Northwoods Partners Board 

Pat Rolando 
Paul and Marisa Haraldson 

Peggy Koval 
PEO Sisterhood 

Piragis Northwoods Co. 
Porthan Painting 

Sheila Gruba 
Shirely Ronn 

Shirley Sayovitz 
Steger Mukluks 

Sue and Dick Flesvig 
Sundell Eye Associates 

Terez Walls 
The Zaverl Family 

Twin Metals Minnesota 
Vicki Kondos 

Well Being Development 
Wells Fargo Employees 

YoungLife Girls Campaigners 
Zup’s Food Market 

Grand Ely Lodge Employees 
All Boutique Contributors 

Thank You to all the  
individuals and businesses 

that made this event a  
great success! 

Over $20,000 raised! 

Special Thanks to the Northwoods Partners Fundraising Committee:  
Ann Johnson, Joyce Passananti, Linda Fink, Lisa Porthan, 
Lucy Diesslin, Pat Rolando, Sheila Gruba, Shirley Sayovitz 

Member-Donated Items

ART, ANTIQUES
& OTHER CURIOSITIES

SALE
Dec. 3 to Dec. 30

SHOP LOCAL
Gallery Open: 

10 am to 4 pm• thursdays & Fridays
9 am to 1 pm • Saturdays

Closed Holidays

210 S. River St, Cook
Non-profit organization...

exhibiting and sales for 41 artists.

Please Join Us For...

SIPSIP

303 Main St, Tower 
218-753-3313 / Marit’s Cell 612-280-9195

Three Thursdays this year!
December 2nd, 9th ,16th

11ish to 7ish 
Enjoy

Refreshments
SIP & MUNCH

L A D I E S  N I G H T  &  H O L I D A Y  O P E N  H O U S E  L A D I E S  N I G H T  &  H O L I D A Y  O P E N  H O U S E  2 0 2 12 0 2 1

Many In-Store
Specials!

HOLIDAY HOURS: Mon-Sat. 10ish-4ish

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR
HOME
DECOR
STORE

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AND LAYAWAY

AVAILABLE

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center St., Soudan MN

Book online at vermilionparkinn.com
or call 218-753-2333

Attractive Rooms
(private and shared baths) 

Continental Breakfast
Near Snowmobile Trails

Near Lake Vermilion
& Giants Ridge Ski Resort

Linda Grover spoke at the Piragis Second Floor 
Book Store. photo by K. Vandervort



HIBBING- With 
rising concerns over el-
evated levels of arsenic 
in Greenwood Township 
rural wells, as reported 
by the Timberjay, RMB 
Environmental Laborato-
ries, located in Hibbing, 
is seeing a rising num-
ber of requests for water 
tests. RMB assists local 
residents by providing af-
fordable testing services 
throughout the area with-
out requiring a minimum 
number of tests, said RMB 
CEO Robert Borash. The 
lab is certified by the state 
of Minnesota to conduct 
a wide variety of tests on 
drinking water sources.

RMB is a full-ser-
vice analytical testing 
laboratory, located in a 
31,000-square-foot facili-
ty, which has been provid-
ing full time jobs on the 
Iron Range for over two 
years now.

“Creating new sci-
ence-based employment 
opportunities on the Iron 
Range is one of the most 
satisfying accomplish-
ments of my career,” said 
RMB Board Member 
Zach Lamppa. 

RMB is a private-
ly-owned analytical lab-
oratory that was founded 

by Minnesota native Rob-
ert Borash in 1995. Vir-
ginia native Zach Lamp-
pa joined the company 
in 2017 and spearheaded 
the addition of the lab in 
Hibbing. RMB provides 
a wide array of environ-
mental services to both the 
public and private sectors. 
RMB’s other Minnesota 
facilities are in Blooming-
ton and Detroit Lakes. 

 “Let’s bring and keep 
our money local. No need 
to ship that value away 
from the Range,” said 
Lamppa.

The company encour-
ages visitors to come tour 
their facility. 

“We all have a vested 
interest in what’s in our 
water,” said Lamppa. 

“We see what’s 
happening right now in 

Greenwood Township, 
for example, and we can 
help,” said Borash.

Water test requests 
are easiest when residents 
call the lab. Lab staff will 
help figure out what type 
of analysis is needed. Re-
questing and returning a 
kit is quite easy.  Resi-
dents can either call RMB 
directly for kit shipment 
(small fee required) or 

look at their website for 
other area pick-up sites.  
RMB can also arrange 
pick-up and delivery us-
ing a courier service.  The 
lab does request that a cus-
tomer notify them if they 
are using a pick-up site, so 
the sample gets picked up 
promptly.  Residents can 
also come directly to the 
lab in Hibbing to pick-up 
or drop off a testing kit.

Results for Total Coli-
form and Nitrates take two 
to three days to get results. 
Metals, like arsenic, will 
take five to seven business 
days depending on the 
season.  Rush service is 
available for an additional 
fee.

Find out more on their 
website at www.rmbel.
info. 
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

DRINKING WATER

Iron Range water lab seeing increased interest in testing

2 Locations - 1 Huge saLe!

2627 hwy 169 E• fordofhibbing.com • 888-857-5836

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH
AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF

ERIC GRAFF
TIM CARRUTH

RyAN AULTMAN

RANDy ROyMIKE DAy JAMI HENDRIx
MITCH SETTERMAN

TEIGAN BOSARGE SALES DEPARTMENT IS OPEN 8AM-6PMMON.-FRI., SAT. 9AM-3PM
CALL 218-263-7578 TODAY!

SERVICE DEPARTMENT IS OPEN 7:30AM-5PM MON.-FRI., CLOSED SATURDAYS • CALL 218-263-7578 TO SCHEDULEANAPPOINTMENT!
Highway 169 & Howard Street, Hibbing, MN

Leigh
Lonson

Brad
Steinbrecher

Hunter
Buchwitz

Virginia
Newman

Rashod
Mccray

Reggie
Licari

Reggie
Ducote

Patrick
Weston

www.northcountrygm.com

2018 F150 Platinum
6.5Ft box

2020 F150 lariat crew
18K miles

2020 chevrolet traverse
6K miles

2019 F150 xlt crew
45K miles

2017 chevrolet tahoe

2018 edge sel awd sPort aPP.

2017 edge titanium awd

2015 escaPe se awd w/trailer tow

2018 buicK enclave

$41,900

$49,978

$36,450

$24,754

$26,472

$25,491

$15,763

$39,384

FOH #7689

NCGM #24765A

FOH #7747

11 chevrolet avalanche 25055A....$16,980

08 chevrolet aveo 9444A...............$4,980

15 toyota camry 9434A ................$15,973

20 Ford ecosPort 9441A ..............$20,980

21 Ford ecosPort 9442 ................$23,980

21 Ford ecosPort 9443 ................$23,980

18 Ford edge 7758.........................$26,472

17 Ford edge 7765.........................$25,491

18 Ford edge 7781.........................$27,452

18 Ford edge 9438.........................$28,980

08 Ford edge 24739B.......................$5,980

19 Ford edge 24811A.....................$35,900

18 Ford edge 24972A.....................$28,752

08 gmc envoy 25057B......................$6,500

15 Ford escaPe 7718A...................$15,345

13 Ford escaPe 7795.....................$13,980

16 Ford escaPe 24934A.................$18,980

17 Ford escaPe 24995A.................$24,457

18 Ford escaPe 25026A.................$21,980

13 Ford exPlorer 24943A ..............$8,972

17 Ford exPlorer 25059A ............$26,980

18 Ford F-150 7689........................$41,470

20 Ford F-150 7747........................$49,390

19 Ford F-150 7754........................$36,450

18 Ford F-150 7761........................$47,452

19 Ford F-150 7763........................$37,473

18 Ford F-150 24873A....................$30,472

14 Ford F-150 24905B....................$27,980

13 Ford F-150 24965C....................$18,751

17 Ford F-150 24980A....................$31,974

12 Ford F-150 25033B....................$18,900

17 Ford F-150 25050A....................$39,980

16 Ford F-150 25074A....................$29,980

17 Ford F-150 25079A....................$36,980

17 Ford F-250 25044A....................$55,980

11 Ford Flex 7752M.......................$12,980

17 Ford Flex 25061B .....................$21,980

14 Ford Focus 7779.......................$11,972

16 Ford Focus 7784.......................$12,450

16 Ford Fusion 7783 .....................$16,754

16 Ford Fusion 7786 .....................$13,980

16 Ford Fusion hyb 7778 .............$15,978

06 chevrolet imPala 7796A ..........$5,900

12 buicK lacrosse 24679B.............$6,450

17 lincoln mKx 7780.....................$28,472

12 lincoln mKZ 7770 .....................$11,972

06 volKswagen new beetle 24962B...$3,980

11 dodge ram 1500 25030A..........$16,147

10 Ford ranger 24427B................$12,978

08 toyota rav4 7735A......................$5,980

06 buicK rendeZvous 24787A ........$4,980

05 Kia sedona 24783P .....................$3,980

15 Ford taurus 7788.....................$19,472

12 Ford taurus 7797.....................$11,980

12 Kia Forte 1023A...........................$6,970

17 Ford F-150 1024........................$29,454

17 chevrolet cruZe 1028A ..........$13,954

07 hyundai accent 1031A...............$2,732

18 dodge grand caravan 1039A .. $19,743

19 chevrolet silverado 1041.....$49,663

14 Ford F-150 1043A......................$39,329

05 chevrolet suburban 1044.......$2,693

13 Ford F-150 6006A......................$22,472

09 dodge ram 1500 6012A............$11,473

17 hyundai santa Fe 7010B..........$17,481

16 Ford edge 7028.........................$22,974

12 dodge avenger 7029A................$7,548

14 JeeP cheroKee 7032.................$15,742

15 chevrolet equinox 7033.........$20,450

18 buicK enclave 7034 .................$39,384

14 JeeP cheroKee 7035.................$17,954

14 chevrolet equinox 7036.........$15,748

16 Ford escaPe 7038.....................$15,874

16 JeeP comPass 7039..................$17,320

12 gmc terrain 7040.....................$10,972

17 gmc acadia ltd 7041................$31,837

18 Ford Focus 20170A...................$13,974

19 dodge Journey 20554B............$19,975

05 gmc sierra 1500 20812B...........$5,804

15 buicK lacrosse 20944C...........$17,287

16 Ford exPlorer 21418A ............$11,954

19 Ford exPedition 21937A..........$42,478

15 chevrolet cruZe 22991A ..........$3,471

20 hyundai Kona 23252B ..............$19,909

14 JeeP wrangler 23252H ...........$19,913

19 chevrolet silverado 23765A....$69,900

19 JeeP cheroKee 23802A.............$28,320

14 ram 1500 24196C ......................$10,972

14 Ford escaPe 24659B ..................$6,972

17 dodge grand caravan 26071B ...$13,390

13 chevrolet silverado 26278B....$18,985

20 gmc sierra 2500 27244A.........$51,972

20 chevrolet silverado 27342A....$51,387

15 chevrolet equinox 28053A.....$15,980

19 ram 2500 28626A ......................$40,975

19 Ford F-150 28897A....................$38,926

15 chevrolet tahoe 29685A.........$32,959

18 Kia soul 50944B ........................$14,972

07 toyota Prius 5912GB..................$6,945

20 gmc sierra 1500 71836A.........$61,123

18 JeeP renegade 72371B ............$16,974

17 chevrolet suburban 73484A ...$50,975

17 ram 1500 7439GB ......................$26,293

17 toyota 4runner 74400A ..........$34,198

15 Ford Fiesta 74430B ....................$7,547

17 gmc sierra 1500 77188A.........$37,646

18 chevrolet silverado 78816A....$69,695

18 chevrolet tahoe 78972A.........$46,821

18 chevrolet silverado 79973A ...$34,497

2019 chevrolet silverado 1500 lt
trail boss

$49,663 NCGM #1041

hevrolet traverse
15

18

14 Jee

14

FOH #7754

hevrolet tahoe

NCGM #24765A

FOH #7758

2019 chevrolet colorado

$33,496 NCGM #77929A

FOH #7765

2018 gmc terrain

$27,757 NCGM #7037

se awd w/trailer tow

FOH #7718A

enclave

NCGM #7034

$45,069 NCGM #1042

NCGM #1041NCGM #1041

Greenwood arsenic 
issue clarification 
and additional 
information from 
the MDH

REGIONAL- Doug 
Schultz, from the Minnesota 
Department of Health, sent 
additional information and 
clarifications about the Nov. 
17 story in the Timberjay 
about arsenic in the water at 
the Greenwood Town Hall.

The arsenic level in 
water from the Greenwood 
Town Hall outdoor water 
spigot, which tested at 102 
ppb, was 10 times over the 
maximum contaminant level 
(MCL) of 10 ppb set by the 
EPA and the Minnesota De-
partment of Health Drinking 
Water Protection Program. 

The MCL for arsenic is 
for long-term exposure. Wa-
ter at approximately 100 ppb 
would likely pose a health 
risk only for people drinking 
that water over many years. 
The risk of acute health ef-
fects from arsenic would 
occur at levels much higher 
than 100 ppb. The level of 
concern is low for people 
who used this water spo-
radically, short-term, or for 
several weeks in a summer. 
The concern would increase 
if they were using it routine-
ly for longer periods, such as 
six months out of the year 
and for multiple years. For 
the vast majority of people, 
it takes a lifetime of expo-
sure for illness to develop 
because of exposure to ar-
senic, even at a concentra-
tion that is quite a bit above 
the MCL. People who have 
a history of diabetes, heart 
and/or cardiovascular dis-
ease may want to check with 
their physician about their 
exposure to determine if any 
testing is appropriate. 

Private well owners are 
advised to test at least once 
for arsenic, according to the 
MDH.

The Timberjay story re-
ported on statements at the 
Greenwood Town Board 
meeting in the wake of the 
testing, including a claim 
that it was 200 times over 
the MCL. In fact, the results 
were 200 times over the 
non-detectable limit of 0.5 
ppb.
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

LAW OFFICE


 
 
 
 
 












Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Call about the 26% tax credit!

Serving Cook, 
Tower and 
Ely Areas

VermillionRoofing.com   VermillionRoofing@gmail.com
Licensed • Insured BC# 785662

Bryan (218) 269-1039
Karl (612) 418-8953

Your Source For Roofing
• METAL ROOFING
• ARCHITECTURAL

SHINGLES

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

While Supplies Last

SALE on V-JOINT! 
1x6 V-Joint 

Cabin Grade Paneling

41¢ lin. ft. 

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

“What’s better under the tree 
than New Flooring?”

BIG Enough to
Serve you;

small Enough to
Know You!

CLOSED DEC. 24-27

GIFTS

GOURMETCUSTOM SIZES & COLORS

RUGS MORE GIFTS

SCANDINAVIAN COMFORT

RECLINERS

GIFTS

NORDIC FURNISHINGS

LUNAS

FOR PETS OR HOME

DECOR

303 Main St, Tower • 218-753-3313 • 612-280-9195
www.NordicHomeNorth.com • marit@nordic-home.com • M-Sat 10-4ish or by appointment

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

In-Stock
Traeger

Grills
Pellets & Accessories

GREAT GIFT IDEAS!


