Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL - Ely
native and enrolled Bois
Forte Band member Robert
Anderson has been con-
firmed by the U.S.Senate as
the new chief legal counsel
for the U.S. Department of

Interior.

Nominated for the
position of Solicitor in
April by President Joe
Biden, senators approved
Anderson for the position
ona53-44vote,splitlargely
along partisan lines. Sens.
LisaMurkowski of Alaska,
Susan Collins of Maine,,and
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Anderson confirmed to Interior Department post

Agency’s new chief legal counsel is a Bois Forte Band member and Ely native

Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina were Republicans
who crossed the aisle to
confirm the nomination.
Anderson, who has
been serving as Principal
Deputy Solicitor since
the start of the Biden
administration, sat before
the Senate Committee

on Energy and Natural
Resources for a hearing in
May,at which timehe came
under intense scrutiny from
Republican members of the
committee. One point of
contention was Anderson’s
view regarding issuance of

an open question subject
to further consideration,
and ranking member John
Barasso of Wyoming called
out Anderson for revers-
ing numerous Solicitor’s
opinions issued under the
Trump administration.

§1m

additional oiland gasleases,
which he said is currently

See..POST pg. 9

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

by JODI SUMMIT

“Abbey Road -

Five students at

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- “Life on a
boat is very different,” wrote
Vermilion Country School

Vermilion Country
School, Mahlia Schuster,
shown at right, Anna
Chavez, Alyssa Costello,
Abbi Zapata and Emilie

Robert Anderson

ISD 696

School board
braces for
anti-maskers

COVID-19 mandate
decisions on agenda
for Monday meeting

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY — With two active positive case
of COVID-19 reported in the Washington
school here last week and this week, and
biweekly case rates continuing an upward
spike for the northern part of the county,
the school’s protective face mask mandate
will likely continue this fall.

In light of these statistics, ISD 696
school board members will meet Monday
for their monthly business meeting and
could face another unruly crowd of hun-
dreds of people demanding that school
officials relax public health mitigation
efforts in the school buildings.

The Ely Safe Learning Plan Advisory
Council returned to weekly meetings last
week and continues to address the spiking
case rate data in the area as they work to
keep students in the classroom this school
year despite guiding parameters that would

student Alyssa in a journal
she kept while out on a tall
ship. “You have to be aware
of things more....and when
you go to bed you feel like

Wojcik, spent three days
and two nights on a sail-
boat last month explor-
ing the Apostle Islands.

have dictated a return to distance learning

if the data were present last school year.
School board members will likely

address an agenda item requested by Tony

you are swaying still.”

A week after their trip,
Alyssa and four of her class-
mates were still excited about
the experience they had learn-

Colarichcalling for the vetting and approval
of all advisory council decisions pertain-
ing to public health efforts. School board
members last year, and again this year,
authorized the school district administra-
tion to make such decisions for mandates

ingtosail,livingonasailboat,
and exploring the Apostle
Islands area out of Bayfield
Harbor. For all five, it was
their first sailing experience,

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Bereft of the
emergency powers he once had
to take actions to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, Gov. Tim
Walz is imploring legislators to
agree on a slate of actions to stem

submitted photos The 57-foot
schooner

and first time sleeping out “Abbey

on a boat. Road,” at

These VCS students Fight, is

got to trade three days in docked in

the classroom for three days ~ Bayfield,

and two nights on a 57-foot  Wis.
submitted
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within the school buildings.
Quicker reaction time by the admin-

See...ISD 696 pg. 10

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Gov. Walz implores legisiature to act on GOVID-19 crisis

the growing tide of new cases that
threaten to overwhelm portions
of the health care sector.
Walz’s plea, issued in a
two-page letter on Tuesday after
meetings with lawmakers, calls
for regulatory relief for hospitals
and nursing homes to more effec-
tively respond to the fourth wave

STAY SAFE )
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@

of the pandemic sweeping the
state,as well as ongoing financial
assistance and staffing flexibility

for childcare providers.

New supports and require-
ments that would be consistent
for all schools are also a priority
for Walz, including vaccine and
testing requirements for all school
staff, parental notification proce-
dures,and participation in testing
and masking.

W, g
NORTHWOODS

CoC DA A TS ™

piragis.com

Outlet Store

Open Wednesday thru Monday 10 am to 5 pm

Featuring NEW:
Fall Samples 40% OFF

piragis.com 218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com R

“The pandemic continues
to threaten public health, espe-
cially among Minnesotans who
cannot yet get vaccinated. The
Legislature needs to address a
number of issues to keep our
students, teachers, families,

See...COVID pg. 9
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Ruby’s Pantry food distribution

COOK- The next Ruby’s Pantry will be a drive-
through food distribution at the old Cook School
parking lot on Thursday, Sept. 9 from 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Please give a $20 cash donation at the door. Ruby’s
Pantry is sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of
Alango.

Swedish meathall fundraiser for
Care Partners, Oct. 12

VIRGINIA- Care Partners is having its annual
Swedish meatball fundraiser on Tuesday, Oct. 12
from 3 to 6 p.m. at Holy Spirit Catholic Church
in Virginia, 306 S 2nd St. Cost for a meal is $11,
children under 5 eat free. All proceeds will directly
benefit local individuals and families facing cancer
or life-limiting illness.

The meal has options to eat in, take out, or curb-
side pick up. To make an order, text name and order
between 3 and 6 p.m. to 218-780-3366. Pick up is
at 2nd St. S entrance. Meatballs only can also be
ordered for $11/dozen with or without gravy; limit
two dozen while supplies last.

If COVID-19 prevents the dine-in option, to-go
and curbside pick up will still be available.

Tickets will be sold at the door. For more infor-
mation, call 218-404-1411.

Region faces serious hlood
shortage; plan to donate today

REGIONAL- Amid the ongoing challenges
of recruiting blood donors during the COVID-19
pandemic, local nonprofit Memorial Blood Centers
(MBC) is facing a shortage of blood and platelet
donations.

The need for blood is constant, but due to the
pandemic, many drives have been canceled or
postponed. To replenish supplies for Northland
hospitals, trauma centers, and air ambulance bases,
more healthy donors are needed at blood drives and
donor centers in the coming weeks. Appointments
can be made online at MBC.ORG or by calling
1-888-GIVE-BLD (888-448-3253).

More than 50 percent of the blood supply was
lost when community blood drives were canceled
due to COVID-19 this year, and the supply remains
low (less than a three-day supply of all blood types).
Blood drives are resuming, with additional precau-
tions at all donation sites; appointments are preferred
to help maintain social distancing; and donors are
required to wear a face mask or face covering.

Blood donation is safe and essential, and MBC
has a COVID-19 self-screening policy in addition to
general eligibility guidelines. In general, you may be
eligible to donate if you are:

»In good health

» 17 years or older— or 16 with written parental
consent (PDF available on MBC.ORG)

> At least 110 pounds

»Free of antibiotics for 24 hours, unless taken
for preventative reasons

> Symptom-free for at least 72 hours following a
cold or flu.

UWNENMN invites local nonprofits
to apply for funding

REGIONAL- Non-profit agencies and programs
serving United Way of Northeastern Minnesota’s
service territory are invited to submit Letters of
Intent to apply for UWNEMN funding on the orga-
nization’s website, www.unitedwaynemn.org. Letters
are due Friday, Oct. 15.

Agencies are asked to detail how they work in
one of UWNEMN’’s focus areas: helping children
succeed, empowering healthy lives, and stabilizing
families and individuals. Agencies are invited to
apply for UWNEMN funding even if they have not
applied or received funding in the past.

UWNEMN Executive Director Erin Shay calls
the organization a “one-stop-shop for making com-
munity impact locally.”

“Donations to UWNEMN help us fund local
non-profits as well as our own programs,” she said.
“We are extremely proud to support non-profit agen-
cies in our region, and we want to be sure that all
those working on creating local community impact
within our focus areas have a chance to be part of the
UWNEMN network.”

UWNEMN’s Board of Directors will review

MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENOUS WOMEN

Ely to host Native American justi

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - A Native
American justice project,
“Awareness...Then
Change” will launch
Tuesday, Oct. 12 with a
Tuesday Group presen-
tation at the Grand Ely
Lodge featuring Minnesota
State Sen. Mary Kunesh,
co-chair of the Missing
and Murdered Indigenous
Women'’s Task Force.

Sen. Kunesh, the
daughter and granddaughter
of members of the Standing
Rock Lakota Sioux Tribe, is
the first Native American
woman elected to the State
Senate. Her presenta-
tion, “Building Awareness
for Historical Change:
The MMIW Movement in
Minnesota,” will focus on
issues identified by the task
force and plans for action to
address the disproportion-
ate incidence of violence
against Native Americans.

The justice project is
sponsored by the American
Association of University
Women-Ely Branch in
collaboration with the Ely
EMPOWER organization.
The goals of the justice
project are to increase
understanding, honor the
heritage of the area, and to
set the stage for supporting
policy and social action to
reduce the risks for and
support the resilience of
Native American women
and children.

Linda Sutton, chair of

the local AAUW public
policy committee said, “As
acommittee werealized that
we have issues of inequity
in our own Northeastern
Minnesotaregion and spent
the pandemic year listening
to speakers from the Native
American community share
with us the experiences that
negatively impact their
communities. Our intent
hasbeen to bring awareness
into our Ely community so
that we can be better allies
to our Native American
neighbors.”

A Community Read
of the book, “In the Night
of Memory,” by Linda
LeGarde Grover, will also
begin on Oct. 12. Area
residents are encouraged
to read the book, then par-

submitted photo

ticipate in one or more of
the scheduled discussion
events related to the book.
“In the Night of Memory”
is a moving story of loss
and recovery in Native
American communities.

A reading and book
signing is scheduled for
Sunday, Nov. 21, from 1-3
p.m. at Piragis Northwoods
Co. The author will also
introduce her new book of
essays titled “Gichmigami
Hearts” in which she inter-
weaves family and Ojibwe
history with stories from
Misaabekong (the place
of the giants) on Lake
Superior. Copies of the
book are available at Piragis
Northwoods Co. and the
Ely Public Library.

A community writing

ce project

workshop with Grover will
be held on Monday, Nov.22,
atthe Ely Folk School. The
workshop runs from 5:30
to 8 p.m. and will include
a light meal. Registration
for the event is through the
Ely Folk School website.
Grover will also provide
workshops sponsored by
Story Portage Foundation
in several area schools.

The Community Read
will wrap up with areading
and presentation at Tuesday
Group on Nov. 23.

Additional local
activities will be sched-
uled in 2022 and specific
details of those will be
made available in the near
future. Following the first
six months of activities,
EMPOWER and AAUW
will evaluate the project
and determine next steps to
promote continued aware-
ness and action to promote
equity.

The justice project
features an illustration,
“Survivor II,” by Shaun
Chosa, an acclaimed local
Native American artist.
“We are so grateful to Shaun
for allowing us to use his
image for our project,”
said Sutton. “Survivor II
powerfully illustrates the
impact of generations of
historical trauma on our
Native American friends
and neighbors.”

Story Portage and The
Brunfelt-Sainio Fund pro-
vided partial funding of
the first two months of
activities.

LAKE VERMILION ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SHOW

by SANDY JACKSON

Contributing Writer

LAKE VERMILION-
This year we tried again
for our 30th Annual Lake
Vermilion Antique and
Classic Boat Show, tradi-
tionally held at The Landing
Restaurant on Labor Day
weekend. Unfortunately,
thiseventhad tobe canceled
because of the low water
level on the lake; however,
not all was lost! For those
who kept their reservation
and the folks who live on
Lake Vermilion, we carried
forth with a sunset cruise,
the boat flotilla on the west
end and capped it off with
the Captain’s Dinner.

The Lake Vermilion
Antique and Classic Boat
Show ishonored to have the
Vermilion Lake Association
and the Lake Vermilion Fire
Brigade as its honorary
Boat Show Sponsors. The
VLA is dedicated to the
preservation and protection
of Lake Vermilion, and their
presence at the show allows
the association to display
and educate the public of

The annual boat show was canceled, except for this sunset cruise and the
Captain’s Dinner. submitted photo

its achievements, goals
and plans for the future,
and maybe sell a hat or
two. The Lake Vermilion
Fire Brigade is dedicated
to fire, search and rescue,
and emergency medical
situations. The brigade is
the first line of defense
for many people on the
lake. During the show they
have had several of their
rescue boats on display and

available for tours. One of
the show’s highlights is
a water demonstration of
the fireboat’s firefighting
capabilities.

The boat show com-
mittee of Sandy Jackson
and Mark Ludlow would
like to welcome aboard two
new committee members,
Jeff Larson and Dana Hein
of Sunrise River Boatworks
in Tower.

We look forward to
2022 and the return of the
Lake Vermilion Boat Show,
our fabulous sponsors, and
most of all the boats and
their owners!

Mark your 2022 cal-
endar for the weekend of
Sept. 3-4, when we will try
to celebrate our 30th year,
for the third time!

Letters of Intent, and agencies moving on in the P o e e e W= mm
funding process will be sent full applications by Nov. 1
1. Full applications are due Jan. 13, and funding will |
be distributed in 2022. I :
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY — New stores are
opening and current stores
are relocating as this com-
munity experiences a retail
business reset that hasn’t
been seen in a long time.

Withexploding materi-
al costs and labor shortages,
delays seem to be the new
normal as communities
look to return to some kind
of stability. Nonetheless,
the retail climate in Ely is
improving.

The opening of this
community’s new grocery
store has been pushed
back again. Owner Jimmy
Zupancich said this week
that he hopes to be open
by the end of the month.
The newest delay is due
to continued back-ordered
building materials.

The last day shoppers

can use the existing Zup’s
Marketlocation is Monday,
Oct. 11. Employees and
shoppers will cram into
the Northland Market for
a few weeks, until at least
Wednesday, Oct. 27, the
new date for the opening of
the new store, unless it gets
pushed back again.

OnMonday, Zupancich
sounded optimistic.

“Our Zup’s crew and
Northland crew will be
working together at the
Northland store for two
weeks, and we hope tohave
a soft opening on Oct. 27,”
he said. “We have cases
from the Northland store
going to the new store that
day, and it will be a bit
chaotic to begin with.”

Product placement at
the new store started last
week.

“Thehoney mancomes
up here every two weeks or

ELY BUSINESS

Retail reset: New stores opening, old stores closing

s0, and he wanted to place
his product, so he was the
first one in,” Zupancich
said. “He even added a few
new products.”

He continued to lament
the materials shortage and
delivery delays.

“We’re waiting on
shelving and equipment.
We’re going to open with
the best that we can do, and
once we get everything in
place and we’re running
full bore and perfectly,
then we will have a grand
opening celebration. That
may not be until December
or maybe in January,” he
said. “I hope people can
bear with us as we put in
cases on the day we open.”

Zupancich bought the
former Shopko store last
year and is nearing the end
of a multi-million-dollar
remodeling and expansion
project that will combine

his store and the Northland
Market into one facility. It
will also house a pharmacy,
run by Essentia Clinic, and
a liquor store. The liquor
store will likely open in
early November and the
Essentia Pharmacy started
paying on their lease on
Oct. 1.

“They should be open
soon,” he said.

“The few people who
had a chance to see the
new place said they were
very pleased with how it
looks and all the space.
All the salesmen and all
the employees all chipping
in together to open this
store in the next couple of
weeks will be a greatthing,”
Zupancich said.

On top of everything
else, Zupancich said he
heard from MnDOT that
the store sign on Sheridan
Streetis likely hanging over

4 -

Chris St. Martin builds wine racks for his brother
Eric’s new Ely Liquor building, opening Friday,
Oct. 8. photo by K. Vandervort

the right-of-way.

“The Shopko sign was
there for years, but we will
havetoadjustthatsignage,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Jay
Poshak, the owner of the
J&L Hardware and Ben
Franklin stores here, doing
business as Eagle Wolf
Development, recently

bought the soon-to-be
vacant Zup’s and Northland
buildings. He is planning to
move and expand his hard-
ware store and equipment
rental business to the former
Zup’s grocery store. He did
not respond to numerous
attempts by the Timberjay

See ELY...pg. 5

lllinois

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

TOWER — Anlllinois
man who had recently lost
hisuncleto COVID-19 and
who was suffering from the
disease himself, apparently
took his own life in an
apartment above the Tower
Café last week.

JasonAllan Mysliwiec,
age 48, of Carpentersville,
Ill., was found dead of
a self-inflicted gunshot
wound by a family friend

man takes his

who had texted with
Mysliwiec just minutes
before he took his own life.
Mysliwiec was reportedly
depressed after the Aug.
30 death of his uncle, Tom
Tomlinson. Tomlinson
owned the café, which had
been shuttered since March
of 2020, when pandem-
ic-related shutdowns went
into effect. According to a
report from the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Office,
Mysliwiec had been staying
above the café since his
uncle’s passing and was

reportedly looking to buy
the building and business
from his uncle’s partner,
DonnaRenkosiak, whohad
inherited the business and
real estate in Tomlinson’s
will.

Mysliwiec, an over-
the-road trucker, had also
recently separated from
his wife Kristen and their
children, who lived back
in Illinois. Mysliwiec’s
father-in-law told deputies
that Jason suffered from
bipolar tendencies and had
talked of suicide in the past.

own life in Tower

Studies show that from
60-90 percent of suicide
victims have a diagnosable
mentalillness or asubstance
abuse disorder, according
to the Suicide Prevention
Resource Center.

Studies have also
shown that ready access
to firearms is another sig-
nificant risk factor, in part
because suicide attempts
with firearms are more
likely to lead to death
than other methods. Law
enforcement reported
finding three large hand-

guns near the bed where
Mysliwiec took his life.
The Sept. 28 incident was
the second reported suicide
in Tower in just the past six
months.

The incident had
prompted a substantial late
morning law enforcement
response on Tower’s Main
Street, with four sheriff’s
office deputies, along with
Tower Area Ambulance
Service personnel, report-
ing to the scene.

If you or someone you
know has contemplated or
is contemplating suicide,
the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline’s toll-
free number is 1-800-273-
TALK (8255). The hotline
is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week and will
connect a caller to a nearby
certified crisis center. You
can also find more online
atwww.suicideprevention-
lifeline.org.

REAL ESTATE

Lake Country

S—
= RE/MAX
A 4

" 218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

MLS#137634

public lands. MLS#140526

0rr-$99,999 Up north hunting getaway! 2 BR cabin with
drilled well and newly installed septic on 34 wooded
acres bordering state lands. MLS#142426

Cook-$90,000 Private 60-acre parcel is wooded with
open fields. Near the Little Fork River. MLS#141514

Lake Vermilion-$125,000 Pine Island 3.5 +/-
acre lot with 205+/- ft Lake Vermilion lakeshore.

Cook-$80,000 83 acres perfect for hunting, adjoins

Pickerel Lake, Effie-$69,900 4.13 acres with 422 ft
of shoreline on Pickerel Lake near Deer Lake.

MLS#141001
Hol e
SELLS MORE
it RE/MAX a

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

VERMILION

/ Real Estate  Apx aisals

Looking To
Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com
info@vermilionland.com

Tower: 218-753-8985

nnnnnnnnnnn

nnnnnnnn

218-666-5352 info@bicrealty.com www.bicrealty.com

Sales are great!
WE NEED
NEW LISTINGS!

Contactus for afree
property evaluation.

HIBBING - 2 BR,1 BA home w/large LR and KIT,
laundry, rec room, FP, 1/2 BA. Extras include 1 car
detached garage, large stor. bldg. and large yard. New
roof, furnace and windows within the last 10 years.
MLS #142428 NEW LISTING! $115,000

CRANE LAKE 3 BR, 3 BA, 2,600+ sq ft, large w/o
bsmt., tuck under garage, lots of storage. 2.3 acre lot.
Contract for dockage w/Handberg’s. MLS# 141980
PRICE REDUCED! $390,000

ELBOW LAKE 18+ acre home/cabin site w/approx.
3,600 ft of lksh. Public landing site minutes away.
Wide variety of tree cover. MLS #129868 $140,000

ELBOW LAKE Road access, 3.74 acre lot w/463 ft
lksh. on Elbow Lake! Electric to site. Unsurpassed
views. MLS# 141416 $165,000

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

We are looking for listings!! Properties are selling fast.
If you've thought about selling now is the time!! We are
here to help you make the right decisions and guide
you through every step of the process! Free market
analysis available. No obligation contact. Contact us
today and let us help you with your property needs!
~B.l.C. Realty

M#s  we sell the North!

David Lanari Realtor® 21 8.750;8345

www.northmnlakes.com ¢ david@northmnlakes.com

Serving Lake Vermilion & Surroundi

Sk

ng Area

Each Office-is Independently Owned-and"Operated
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OPINION

Who says Americans are
divided? We hear it all the
time from the media and pol-
iticians, but on some major
issues, polling has consistently
shown that vast majorities
of Americans of both parties
are actually in agreement.
President Biden’s proposal to
raise taxes on the very wealthy
and corporate America is one
such example, with superma-
jorities of Americans in poll
after poll, including a majority
of Republicans, saying they
believe that the wealthy need
to pay more to support the
country thathas madeitpossible
for them to succeed. The only
question is why the politicians
aren’t listening to us.

We recognize that average
working folks right here in
the North Country feel that
Washington doesn’t care. For
too long, politicians from both
parties have catered to corporate
America and the super-rich,
who have tremendous influence
over the decisions made in our
nation’s capital. Too many
politicians just spew talking
points meant to stir up division
inhopes of keeping us distracted
as they work to further feather
the already well-feathered nests
of America’s super-rich. Cable
news talking heads just keep
the spin going, generating anger
and frustration in their viewers
without actually informing
them.

That’s how our politicians
have gotten away with years
of slashing taxes on corporate
America and wealthy individ-
uals, even though most of us
recognize the inequity and the
actual economic harm those
reckless tax cuts have caused.
These policies have concentrat-
ed more wealth in the hands of
afew, at the expense of average
Americans.

Each time, of course, the
politicians tell us that the tax
cuts are meant to help the typical
American family, by which they
actually mean that those of us
in the middle see a few more
dollars added to our paychecks
while the super-wealthy collect
windfalls larger than the annual
income of that same typical
American family. It’s all a
con, hatched in Washington,
and most of us recognize it.
No wonder so many of us are
disillusioned.

Biden’stax planisdifferent,
and remarkably so. It would
represent the first tax plan
in half a century that would
substantially boost taxes on
corporate America and wealthy
individuals, while at the same
time providing unprecedented
assistance to families, which
would lift many families with
children out of poverty and
help to bolster the finances of
the entire middle class.

These benefits aren’t
welfare. They come in the

Biden tax plan

Could Washington actually take a
step toward economic fairness?

form of tax credits for working
people. Yet, paying them in
advance in some cases, rather
than once a year, makes it much
easier for working families
to make ends meet month-to-
month.

Specifically, Biden’s tax
plan does the following:

» Raises the corporate
tax rate from 21 percent to 28
percent.

» Raises the global
minimum tax from 10.5 percent
to 21 percent.

» Raises the top bracket of
the individual income tax from
37 percent to 39.6 percent, but
only for those making more than
$400,000 annually.

»Raises the capital gains
tax for those making $1 million
Or more per year.

»Prevents U.S. corpora-
tions from claiming tax havens
as their country of residence
to avoid paying taxes on their
profits.

Itwould also close anumber
of loopholes that corporations,
in particular, exploit to avoid
paying taxes. Among the loop-
holes that Biden’s plan would
eliminate is the one that pro-
vides an incentive to ship U.S.
manufacturing jobs overseas.
At the same time, the plan
includes some tax incentives
for businesses that create jobs
here in America.

Combined, these changes
to the tax code are estimated
to raise more than $2 trillion
over the next ten years, which
will provide the funding basis
for the tax credits and other
related spending that Biden has
proposed.

Among the tax credits ben-
efitting families is a child tax
credit of up to $8,000, which
could be payable in advance.
The enhanced child tax credit,
enacted as part of Biden’s
COVID recovery plan passed
in March, has provided monthly
payments to families with
children, including thousands
of families here in the North
Country, since the summer, and
is scheduled to sunset at the
end of the year unless it’s reau-
thorized as part of Biden’s tax
and economic proposals. Yet,
families would also see larger
tax credits to help them afford
health insurance, childcare, and
long-term care for seniors.

We already know that
putting money in the hands
of middle and working class
families is not only the right
thing to do on moral grounds,
it’s the right thing to do for
an economy that is driven by
demand for goods and services.
Biden’s proposal would repre-
sent a remarkable about-face
in Washington, from a capital
that caters to the wealthy, to
one that actually lives up to its
rhetoric and provides real help
to American families.
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Another opinion on
the Ely schools

The Aug. 18 Timberjay
Opinion “Education over revi-
sionism” demonstrated typical
leftist education revisionism.
The Ely School Board decided
to make a book available for stu-
dents and some leftist made sure
to tell everyone they’d appro-
priately complied. Wokeness
will never admit that throughout
world history, victims becom-
ing oppressors and oppressors
becoming victims has never been
race specific. But the commen-

tary’s implications regarding
American principles, founders,
and conservatives demands
rebuttal.

The Ely School Board might
consider “The American Story”
by David and Tim Barton. They
wrote, “Slavery is indeed a great
evil — but it is a human evil, not
distinctively American... The
first occasion of legal slavery in
‘America’ that wasn’t punish-
ment for a crime, or captured in
ajust war, occurred when a black
man sued to own another black
man” in 1654. Before America
existed, Benjamin Franklin
described attempts to abolish

slavery repeatedly thwarted
by the British Government.
Historical records of a major-
ity of the signers of America’s
founding documents show over
two-thirds opposed slavery. The
original Declaration would have
abolished slavery if not for two
states opposed. The founders’
unceasing efforts against slavery
even before the Civil War are
seen in new state constitutions,
like Minnesota’s, that abolished
slavery.

Warner Gouin

Inver Grove Heights

COMMENTARY

Why I'm ontlmlstlc ahout the future

One of the
great privileges
of teaching and
working on a uni-
versity campus
is the chance
to be in regular
touch with young
people. Even
better, I some-
times get asked
to give talks else-
where and to meet
with young people

LEE
HAMILTON

a huge and important
challenge to our rep-
resentative democra-
cy. Interestingly, more
than the older people
I encounter, they will
often speak up in favor
of U.S. engagement with
the world and want the
U.S. to exert a helpful
leadership role.

When it comes to
domestic politics, I’ve
been struck by the extent

of all kinds and

descriptions —sometimes one on
one, sometimes in small groups,
sometimes with as many as 50
or 60 people.

Over the past few years, this
has given me a chance to observe
the upcoming generation of
citizens and leaders, and what
I’ve seen heartens me. Not least
because the young people I’'ve
met are, for the most part, deeply
concerned about the future of
the country. They can be sharply
critical, but it’s clear that most of
them take a fundamental pride in
what this nation stands for and
how far it’s traveled over the
centuries.

There are several key issues
that dominate our conversa-
tions: climate change, COVID-
19, student loans and college
debt. If you ask what problems
they’re most concerned about,
racial issues also loom large:
they see racial inequity and
repairing historic wrongs as

to which the students I
meet seem interested in making
voting easier. Not infrequently,
they’ll bring up the idea of making
Election Day a national holiday.
And they seem to like the idea
of automatic voter registration
for citizens, to encourage par-
ticipation.

As for their own participa-
tion, I often ask if anyone wants
to run for public office. I'm
always pleasantly surprised at
the number of hands that go up.
More than a few want to pursue
jobs in government at all levels,
arguing that they can make a
greater contribution there than
they might otherwise—they
recognize that working for
government is not a path to
great wealth, yet they’re still
committed to that idea. Perhaps
most heartening, even those
who have no desire to serve in
government confess an interest
in serving their communities
and improving their corner

of the world. I always come
away stirred by the number
of these young people who
speak with knowledge and com-
mitment about their desire to be
of service.

To be sure, it’s bracing to
sit in on their discussions about
where the country’s headed.
They re often robust, with plenty
of differences of opinion. But
underlying these conversations
is a general optimism about the
future —and, quite notably in this
political climate, a wide tolerance
for the viewpoints of others and
a willingness to listen to one
another. I wish it were more
common among adults.

The one other thing I'll note
is that fairly regularly, I come
across students—of all races,
ethnicity, and description—who
areclearly talented, engaged, and
impressive. They are, I believe,
marked for leadership. And if
I’m right, we’re going to be in
good hands.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior
Advisor for the Indiana University
Center on Representative
Government; a Distinguished
Scholar at the IU Hamilton
Lugar School of Global and
International Studies; and a
Professor of Practice at the IU
O’Neill School of Public and
Environmental Affairs. He was
a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.

Projects, perseverance, patience and pasties

Time flies

elsewhere.

between my weeks
for column writing
and the thought that
I have nothing of
value to say gen-
erally crosses my
mind ahead of time.
Usually my pieces
are about humor-
ous and sometimes
shocking things
that happen in life.
I rarely delve into

SCARLET

STONE

There
are still
projects
going on
here at the
House of
Stone. The
clogged
pipe
from that
upstairs
bathroom
has been

political, social or
environmental issues. My

located but

isn’t fixed yet. We got busy

head and heart are mostly moving my office from its

temporary setting in the
middle of the dining room
into an enchanting kitchen
nook that doesn’t get used
like it could. Then Bill
decided todragall ourlarge
rugs and runners outside
and clean them. He draped
them over boards propped
between our raised deck
and a tall stepladder and
beat them with an old rug
beater he took off a display
in my hallway. Many rugs
have now been beaten,
hosed, and sun dried and
we will finish every one

of them if this great warm
weather continues. This
method has worked beau-
tifully except our driveway
looks like a garage sale
in full swing with rugs
and other things from the
messy garage pouring out.
Construction projects and
creativity will do that, and
knowing messes will be
present until the project or
piece is finished helps with
patience.

Speaking of messes,
last week my son and
his fiance moved into a

cute two bedroom upstairs
apartment in Ely, so we
borrowed a trailer from a
friend and assisted them.
They have younger friends
but somehow seem to rely
on us older ones to actually
show up and get the job
done. Last Thursday was
the designated heavy fur-
niture day. We headed east
from Soudan at noon and
stopped at the Northland
Market Deli for lunch, and
ordered a pasty to be shared
later for supper. We were
standing and waiting for

our food to be bagged up
when a deli worker asked
the two college-age guys
next to us if she could
help them. One quickly
answered, “Yes, we’ll take
two of those “paste-eez”.
Hearing that made my ears
tingle withhumor. I’d heard
of folks mispronouncing
the word pasty but had
never been within earshot
of someone actually saying
it innocently. “We cannot
have this I thought, young

See PASTY...pg. 5
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GRE needs to
account for all
the costs of Coal

Creek Station

Great River Energy
(GRE),LakeCountryPower
(LCP), and the other 27
participating electric coop-
eratives are indeed “ahead
of schedule when it comes
to converting to a greener
production of electrici-
ty” based on Minnesota’s
renewable energy stan-
dard (Timberjay, Sept. 24
Opinion Page). That is
a commendable achieve-
ment, a job well done.

The article overall
attempts to justify the
decision to sell Coal Creek
Station (one of the largest
coal-fired generating plants
in the upper Midwest), buy
back electricity from the
new owner, and allow the
plant to continue to emit
10.5 million tons of green-
house gases each year,
equivalentto the emissions

PASTY....Continued from page 4

men on the Iron Range
pronouncing one of our
staple food items wrong.”
I figured I better assist in
protecting these gents from
other busy-bodies who
could overwhelm them in
the future with teacher-like
authority if I did not take
it upon myself to correct
them here and now. So
I did. “It is pronounced
“past-ee,” 1 added. Then
without drawing breath
said... “paste-eez” are adhe-
sive things worn by strip-
perstocoverup theirnips!”
For the duration of the
explanation I was gesturing
with my fingers whirling
in a circular motion in
front of my chest! Their
eyebrows lifted in surprise
and mouths twisted in
small smiles. One of them
uttered an awkward “Oh!”
That’s all that was said but
I had given them material
for their stories and they
mine! For me it was a fun
exchange and while I don’t
want to be thought of as a
know-it-all Idolike to share
my accumulated experienc-
es with others at times.
Years ago I found
myself at a Subway and
was ravenously hungry.

ELY ...Continued from page 3

for additional information.

Ely Liquor

Ely Liquor prepared for
a big move down Sheridan
Street all summer, and
owner Eric St. Martin
opened his expansive new
facility on Friday in the
former Family Dollar store.

A walk-in cooler, or
beer cave, located to the
right of the front entrance,
measures 720 square feet
and will hold up to 36 pallets
of cold beer, he said.

“We shouldn’t have to
have much storage as we
have theroom to display our
entire inventory. We have
shelving that is about five
feet tall for easy access and
nice wide aisles,” he said.

Kegsofbeerand micro-
brews and craft brews will
all be kept cold.

“We have a new
Reserve Room, kept at a
constant 56 degrees for our
specialty wines, Scotches
and whiskies,” St. Martin
said. “We also have a
humidor in there featuring
a nice line of cigars and
smoking materials. I'm
hoping to have as many as
2,500 in there.”

That should be ready
by the end of the year, he
added.

“I will also be build-
ing a bar where we can do
wine tastings and whiskey
sampling,” he said.

St. Martin said he made

of over 2.5 million cars.

The article lists two
critical factors.

The first was the neces-
sity to maintain a reliable
supply of electricity during
atransition away from coal.
But GRE had committed in
July 2020 to shutdown Coal
Creek if a buyer could not
be found, proving a path
existed where continued
use of Coal Creek was not
required in maintaining a
reliable low-cost source
of power.

The second was it
would cost $130 million
more shutting down Coal
Creek. There are about
700,000 customers so the
cost per customer is $186/
customer. If paid over the
10-year contract period
mentioned inthe article, the
costwould be $1.54/month
per customer.

The description of
the governance process
describes an analysis that
only looks at the direct
cost to the utility but does
not consider the complete
cost to the customers, the

Letters from Readers

community, and the state.
The missing part of the
model is the measurable
costs of greenhouse gases
causing spiraling direct
cost to every person in the
world, including custom-
ers of GRE and LCP. The
leaders of GRE and LCPdid
not account for the cost of
greenhouse gas emissions
in the GRE model and
did not factor that into the
decision.

WeKNOW thatclimate
change is here, NOW. The
science and effects of
climate are known, NOW.
People are losing their
homes, livelihoods, way
of life, and, in some cases
dying, NOW! Our family
farmers, loggers, and our
way of life are threat-
ened, NOW. We know
droughts and flooding are
more common and more
damaging with additional
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Greenwood
Lake fire exploded due
to the drought. Do you
believe the smoke we had
to breathe was healthy?

Many GRE and LCP cus-
tomers are loggers. Even
as loggers stepped up to
help control the fire, the
loggers’ incomes were
being impacted. Twenty-
five homes and cabins were
destroyed. Additionally,
Minnesotans pay more each
year to fight forest fires,
paying $23 million in 2020.

Many GRE and LCP
customers are farmers.
In July of 2021, twen-
ty-one dairies closed in
Minnesota due to the
drought. Last month the
state of Minnesota paid out
$17 million to farmers in
drought relief.

In 2011, the Missouri
River rose to a level never
anticipated by the Corps of
Engineers when designing
flood mitigation struc-
tures. The cost to Nebraska
alone was $189 million,
driving many farmers out
of business and destroying
several small towns. Coal
Creek emits 28,767 tons of
greenhouse gases per day,
increasing daily the like-
lihood that a severe flood

will occur in Minnesota
on the Mississippi, Red,
Minnesota, or other river
system.

We are at the point
where any additional green-
house gas emissionsrapidly
increase the deadly and
costly effects of greenhouse
warming. Carbon put into
the air will take many
decades or potentially cen-
turies to be absorbed. The
technology to eliminate
greenhouse gas emissions
from burning coal does not
yet exist, faces formidable
technical and cost chal-
lenges, and is speculative
at best. The coal needs to
stay in the ground and the
Coal Creek plant needs to
be shut down as quickly as
possible. Carbon released
each additional day will add
to our burden for the rest of
our lives.

The decision was NOT
in the best interest of the
customers of GRE and
LCP nor of the citizens of
Minnesota. If given the
full cost picture and full
disclosure of coal burning

impacts of greenhouse
gas emissions, customers
would think $1.54 a month
is a small price to pay.

The decision by GRE,
LCP and the other cooper-
atives following the tradi-
tional governance model
was a decision based on
limited criteria thatexclud-
ed the major cost of green-
house gas emission and
showed a lack of urgency
and disregard of the stark
impacts of climate change.
An enlightened leader-
ship would recognize and
acknowledge that the anal-
ysis and governance model
needs to be brought up to
date to account for ALL
KNOWN COSTS includ-
ing the cost and impact of
greenhouse gas emissions.
Such decisions must show
leadership, sensitivity to
future generations, demon-
strate urgency, and not just
maximize the bottom line.

Keith Steva

Cook

I wanted to tear the glass
off the display and dive
into the bins. I had to wait
my turn and move through
the line like civilized men
and women do. There was
aditsy boyfriend/girlfriend
combo in front of me,
giggling, distracted by the
cuteness of one another.
They were fussing exces-
sively over the creation of
their food with a growing
string of hungry wolves
behind them. I was think-
ing, “Just let the Sandwich
Artist do his job.” Patience
finally ran outand I blurted,
“For god sake, you’re
picking out a bloody sand-
wich...not a house!” That
revelation sped up the line
and nodoubt left the wolves
behind me wondering ifI’d
find my meds before the
nextday. I offered noapolo-
gies on that day; they really
needed the awakening.

At any rate, before
moving the kids’ furniture
that day we did go into it
well fed. Food can ease
aggravations... anytime,
anywhere. We took our
lunch and headed to find
a picnic spot, then when
we finished it was time to
get busy moving the large

furnishings and remnants.
By remnants I must be
referring to the five or so
trips tothe dump. Idid some
hauling and unpacking but
my main job was to open
and close the door and keep
track of their two cats.
Being involved in a
move always pushes me
to the edge or slightly over.
It’s a stressful business. I
was helping arrange the
kitchen in the new place,
busy unpacking boxes and
I'heard my guy Bill and my
son Keaton approaching
up the back flight of stairs
with the couch. T stopped
what I was doing and for
the next twenty minutes
or so I stood in the middle
of the kitchen watching
two men try to twist and
push the couch through a
doorway unsuccessfully. I
offered asuggestion, which
fell on deafears, “Youneed
to take the legs off.” The
words flew right past their
sweaty heads unnoticed and
they continued to do their
guy thing...shove, curse,
huff and puff. It was so hard
on my nerves! “Watch the
paint,” I cautiously added...
“Careful of that wood pan-
eling guys!” This went on

for a couple more lifetimes
it seemed, and I wanted to
run barreling down the hall
and dive through the front
glass window, flying on
huge wings of frustration...
but held back. “Guys, it
will work if you just take
the legs off,” I chimed.
Then my son spoke out in
irritation, “Mom, just stop
telling us whatto do, we’ve
got this!” My nose was
bending outta joint after
thatremark butI decided to
pick my battles in order to
finish the project, knowing
that the art of moving is
not an art but rather a pain
in the butt. I said no more.
It was a rare last day of
September with the ther-
mometer touching eighty
degrees, accompanied by a
high humidity level. Their
faces were red, and their
shirts were sweaty from
hauling previous loads
up the twenty stairs from
the trailer. I’ve moved so
many times in my life it’s
probably approaching a
Guinness record but still,
I wanted to help. Moving
and packing belongings
into boxes, car trunks and
new spaces over the accu-
mulated decades gives a

person great spacial-rela-
tion skills, but they can be
unappreciated at times, so
I opened a box of glasses
and started plunking them
in the cupboard, but I was
irritated. I kept half-watch-
ing them struggle. My
mind raced....”What if
it won’t fit, it has to fit...
they can’t afford another
couch now, it's the bloody
legs!” Persevering with
the regularity of Big Ben,
I again chimed... “Geez
guys, I can see it from my
angle and if the legs were
off it’d go.” No comment.
I walked some item to
another room and came
back and Keaton was stand-
ing quietly atease. “What’s
up?” I asked. “He’s taking
the legs off,” Keat replied
in a monotone voice. I
thought, “What a great
idea, why didn’t I think of
that?” My teeth clenched
together, the legs were then

off, I'sighed and shoved my
right shoulder under part
of the couch to raise it a
bit. Five seconds later the
couch popped through the
door like an induced baby.

Every time I do a
move, and there have
been dozens... I think of
becoming aminimalist and
it occurred to me during
their move, too. But, they
are busy young people and
learning how to get all their
ducks in a row for some-
thing like a big moving
event. Get all the laundry
done, make trips to the
dump ahead of time, etc.
Some ducks were in a nice
row and some had flown
south on this move, but we
did have fun and nobody got
seriously injured.

Bill needed Advil later
that evening and I had a
glass of wine.

the move to expand the
availability of his product
and have a better selection.

“We have a parking
lot now and will continue
to service our customers
with curbside pickup and
delivery,” he said.

St. Martin’s “Drink for
a Cause” days, where 10
percent of sales is donated
to various non-profitcauses,
will continue.

“l came back to my
hometown to support Ely,”
he said. “Most people think
I’m in the retail business,
but I don’t. I worked my
entire life as a bartender,
and salesman in the service
industry. I consider Ely
Liquortobe aservice indus-
try. I want to help people.”

The current Ely Liquor
location at 438 E Sheridan
was scheduled to close
on Thursday and the new
location was set to open
on Friday. He plans to
sell the former location.

Piragis

Speculation on what
Piragis Northwoods Co.
will put in its new facility,
under construction on the
south side of Sheridan
Street across from their
expansive facility, was
made clearer this week.
Rumors of a new expanded
bookstore reported by local
media earlier this summer
proved false.

Instead, acanoe, kayak

and stand-up board display
showroom will be housed
in the new building. The
bookstore will stay put
on the second floor of the
existing building.

Steve Piragis said this
week, “We’ll have an
indoor display room and
warehouse right behind
it. In the world of paddle
sports, there aren’t very
many really nice, world-
class display rooms. You
have Rutabaga in Madison
(Wis.), and another store out
in New York, and as one
of the top canoe dealers in
the country, we can make
ourselves look a lot better.
Rather than taking our
customers to the backyard
through the snow and rain,
we’ll have a nice indoor
facility.”

Crapola

Crapolafounders Brian
and Andrea Strom, who
started making a cranber-
ry-apple granola mix more
than a dozen years ago,
rebranded their business
as Brainstorm Bakery this
past summer and are near
ready to occupy their new
digs in the former Plum
Bun Bakery building at the
corner of Sheridan Street
and Fourth Avenue.

The Stroms are plan-
ning onmoving the Crapola
World Headquarters from
First Avenue to Sheridan
Street this fall.

“We officially made
the name change in July,”
Strom said, “and the move
and the new name were sup-
posed to happen together
but planning never works
the way you want.”

What started as one
flavor of granola has grown
to four year-round offerings.
They also offer cookies,
scones, bread and muffins
with their granola products.
They began expanding
these baked goods, plus
selling coffee and yogurt
parfaits, when they moved
to their current space in the
former James Drug build-
ing in 2016.

In order to accom-
modate the rebranding
and location changes and
consolidate all of their
offerings into one place,
the Stroms are phasing
outwww.crapola.us and are
developing anew website,
www.brainstormbakery.
com.

“Atthis new site you’ll
still be able to order our
same granola products, plus
you’ll be the first to see our
new product launches,” he
said. “Thanks again for your
continued support.”
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TOWER-SOUDAN LOCAL NEWS
EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY EDUCATION

BIG TRUCKS...hig fun!

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

6 october 8, 2021 THE TIMBERJAY

Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council-

5:30 p.m. on Oct. 11 SOUDAN- There were plenty

of big trucks, and plenty of kids,
too, at this year’s Big Truck

Tuesday Night. Over 100 children and
Tower Area Food Shelf- adults attended the event at the
Open on the third Tuesday Breitung Recreation Area on Sept.

of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Oct. 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 12

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Wheelchairs
donated to Tower

Loan Closet

TOWER- The Tower
Loan Closet now has two
wheelchairs to lend out,
thanks to a donation by
Sally Turk, who also do-
nated some other home
health care equipment. The

30. There were 12 big trucks: fire
trucks from Eagles Nest, Breitung,
and Tower; Breitung’s loader and
dump truck; Tower’s new ambu-
lance; DNR fire trucks; a St. Louis |,
County Sheriff’s Office squad; and /
Kenny Hinkel’s boom truck. The '
highlight of the evening was when
DNR firefighters let kids spray the
fire hose onto the field.

“It went really well,” said
ECFE parent educator Sarah Han-
sen. Hansen thanked all the people
who brought the vehicles and
expressed gratitude for the support
from the Breitung Township
supervisors. “We couldn’t have
asked for a better day,” she said.

The event was sponsored by
Tower-Soudan Elementary Early
Childhood Family Education Pro-
gram along with Breitung Town-
ship. Hot dogs were served up by
Tom Gorsma and Chuck Tekautz.

Stella

loan closet is open by ap-
pointment by calling Joe
Morin at 218-780-7306.

Little Church
Committee to meet
Oct. 9

VERMILION LAKE
TWP- The Little Church
Committee will meet on
Saturday, Oct. 9 at 10 a.m.
The committee welcomes
anyone and is always look-
ing for people interested in
keeping The Little Church
preserved and maintained
in our community. A
Men’s Group meets every
Thursday at 9 a.m. for cof-
fee and conversation. All

Right: Maci Zollar
photos by S. Ukkola

N £

Left: Quinn Jordan
Below: Lorenzo

Above: Brooks Anderson checks out a big John Deere loader.
Below: DNR’s Ron Alarcon shows Ayva Anderson how to spray a fire hose. Also pictured
is Zaija Schroeder.

are welcome. The Little

Church is located in Ver-
milion Lake Township on
Co. Rd. 26/Wahlsten Rd.
Questions, contact Len
Hujanen at 218-749-2014.

St. Martin’s to hold

Christmas Bazaar
TOWER- St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tower
is happy to announce that
they will once again be
hosting a Christmas Ba-
zaar. The event will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 6 in the
church social hall. The cost
for a table is $20. If inter-
ested, please contact Mary-
ann at the rectory (218-
753-4310) by Oct. 13.

Vandalism by
4-wheeler

SOUDAN- Sunday afternoon an ATV tore
through Soudan’s monument park. Grass
between the baseball field and monument
was ripped up in circles. Township offi-

cials estimated the damages at $500. “It’s

a shame,” said Breitung Chairman Tim
Tomsich. “We put all this work into the

parks and then this happens.” An ATV was
observed driving toward the park just prior to
the damage being noticed. The incident has
been referred to the St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Office. photo by S. Ukkola

Northern Red Hat Belles to

meet Oct. 14 in Cook

COOK- The Northern Red Hat Belles
will meet Thursday, Oct. 14 at 12 noon
at the Montana Café in Cook. Following
lunch, the group will go to the Comet
Theater for a movie. RSVP to Kathy by
Oct. 11 at 218-753-2530. New members
and guests are always welcome.

Tower-Soudan Area Singers
now practicing at St. James;

new singers are welcome
TOWER- The Tower-Soudan Area

Singers are now be meeting at St. James

Presbyterian Church in Tower on Mon-

LOCAL NOTICES

day nights at 5:30 p.m. Anyone interested
in singing with the group is encouraged
to come and prepare for the Christmas
concert.

The winter concert is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. in the Tower
school gymnasium. All kinds of wonder-
ful seasonal music will be presented and
all kinds of seasonal baked goods will
follow in the all purpose room. Free-will
donations will be accepted to defer ex-
penses.

TSHS aluminum can drive

fundraiser is still underway

TOWER-SOUDAN- The Tower-
Soudan Historical Society is starting an
ongoing “Aluminum Can” collection
drive. Funds from the cans donated will
go toward projects and the work of the
Historical Society.

A fenced-in trailer is behind the His-
toric Fire Hall located next to the Tower
Post Office on Main St. Please place your
aluminum cans inside a garbage bag and
place them in the fenced trailer. Other
donations or memberships can be sent to
TSHS, PO Box 465, Tower, MN 55790.

St. Martin’s to hold Christmas

Bazaar

TOWER- St. Martin’s Catholic
Church in Tower is happy to announce
that they will once again be hosting a
Christmas Bazaar. The event will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 6 in the church social
hall. They are in the early planning of
the event and are now looking for local
crafters to participate. The cost for a ta-
ble is $20. If interested, please contact
Maryann at the rectory (218-753-4310)
by Oct. 13. Office hours are Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to
12 noon.
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ISD 696 BUILDING PROJECT

Bricklayers built interior walls Tuesday morning at the Ely School District facility renovation project. photo by K. Vandervort

Biy dav 'OI‘ burnouts In El

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - The Jake
Forsman Memorial

Car Show and Burnout
Competition last weekend
attracted a big crowd for
the scholarship fundraiser
after taking a year off last
yearbecause of COVID-19.

Congratulations to the
2021 Burnout Competition
winners: first place:
BrandonPerushek,Mt.Iron,
1996 Ford F-350; second
place: Dan Forsman, Ely,
1994 Chevrolet Camaro
Z28; and third place,
Mike Forsman, Ely, 1985
Chevrolet Corvette. There
were 19 morning burnout
participants and 17 after-
noon burnout participants.

Previously held on the
third weekend in October,
the 2021 show was moved
to the first weekend, Oct.
2, to hopefully cancel out
some of the potential for
inclement weather,accord-

OUR COMMUNITY

Albert Forsman burns the rubber off the tires of his vintage Chevrolet Monza Saturday morning in front of Ely
City Hall to open the 2021 Jake Forsman Memorial Car Show and Burnout Competition. photo by K. Vandervort

ing to organizer Albert
Forsman. A light rain fell
most of the day

After a road trip to
Montana in the famous Car
Show mascot, the Chevy
Monza, the event became
the brainchild of Albert
and son Jake Forsman

prior to Jake’s untimely
passing in 2016. “It has
beenadream-turned-reality
for the Forsman family to
honor Jake’s memory with
such an amazing event,’
he said.

The event is run solely
by volunteers and all pro-

Ely Library changes hours, adds programs

ELY - The Ely Public
Library is trying a new
schedule this fall. The
library is open from 9 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. on weekdays
and closed on weekends
and holidays.

“This change comes
as a way to accommodate
the patrons who asked
for hours later in the day
without losing the 9 to 10
a.m. hour that has been
very popular since the
library reopened,” said
Library Director Rachel
Heinrich. Patrons should
continue to return items
through the outside book
drop rather than inside the
building.

In-person program-
ming returned to the library
this fall in alimited capaci-
ty.“The library board asks
that all program attendees
over two years of age wear

masks in the meeting area
and thateveryone registers
for any program that they
attend,” she said. “There
is a maximum attendance
limit on all in-person pro-
gramming for the immedi-
ate future.”

Some of the upcoming
programs for inside the
library are:

»Oct. 11, 3 p.m.,
Friends of the Library Book
Discussion, Becoming
Nicole, by Amy Ellis Nutt.

»Oct. 19, 3:30 p.m.,
Get Crafty with Tricia —
String Art.

» Oct. 27, 3 p.m.,
Family Movie-E. T.

Preschool Storytime is
now held indoors at 10:30
a.m. on Fridays.

The library continues
to offer online and “take
and make” programming.
The take and make kit for

October will be a 3D paper
pumpkin and will have
everythingincluded except
for a pair of scissors.

An Outlander Trivia
Kahoot! Is scheduled
for Tuesday, Oct. 12.
“Kahoot!is an online game
that can be played from
a smartphone, tablet, or
computer thatis connected
to the internet,” Heinrich
said. “It is very easy to
use, and, although there
is an app available, you
can also play it in a web
browser without down-
loading anything to your
device.”

For those interested in
the Kahoot! trivia contests,
the library will need a sep-
arate email address to send
each player the invitation
to the games. Contact the
library to register for these
programs.

ECR hosts Pumpkins in the Park event

ELY - Join Ely
Community Resource for
the 2nd annual Pumpkins
inthe Park. They need fam-
ilies to carve 100 pumpkins
that will be litin Whiteside
Park and at Carefree Living
on Halloween, Sunday
Oct. 31.

Pumpkin pickup will
be on Monday, Oct. 25
from 12-5:30 p.m. at the
ECR office, 111 S. 4th

from Bethel

ST. PAUL - Lindy
Dalberg,of Ely, graduated
from Bethel University,
St. Paul, following the
spring 2021 semester.
Dalberg earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Elementary

AveE.Pleasereturn carved
pumpkins by Friday, Oct.
29 to ECR.

On Halloween Night,
Sunday, Oct. 31, from
4-7 p.m. participants
are invited to gather
at Whiteside Park and
Carefree Living for Trunk
or Treat and Pumpkins in
the Park. Prizes will be
awarded for first, second
and third place for the

Education, Grades K-6.
She is the daughter of
Robertand Diane Dalberg
from Ely.

St. Scholastica
DULUTH - Ellen
Root, of Babbitt, gradu-

most creative adult and
kid pumpkins. Costumes
prizes for adults and kids
will be awarded too.

Pumpkins can be
picked up after the event
oryou can choose todonate
them to Cook’s Country
Connection farm. Please
specify during sign up.

For more information
and to sign up, call 218-
365-5254.

ated from the College of
St. Scholastica in Spring
2021 with a Master’s
degree in Social Work. St.
Scholastica is a 109-year-
old private, independent
college founded in the
Catholic Benedictine tra-
dition.

ceeds are put into a schol-
arship fund. High school
seniors in Ely, Babbitt,
Embarrass and Tower
pursuing amechanical and/
or building trade career are
eligible to apply for the
Jake Forsman Memorial
Scholarship. Since the

inaugural Jake Forsman
Memorial Car Show and
Burnout Competition,
$24,000 in educational
scholarships have been
granted.
There were 74 Car

Show entries.

ELY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
the Grand Ely Lodge. For
those interested in being a
host,or whohave aspeaker
suggestion, contact
Lacey Squier by email
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at
218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Oct. 12: Building
Awareness for Historical
Change: The MMIW
Movement in Minnesota
with Sen. Mary Kunesh.

» Oct. 19: Neuro-
diversity: Experiences and
accommodations for the
Autism Spectrum, ADHD,
and anxiety with Hannah
Lammer

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

soon to harvest grapes
waiting for the first deep frost

unless for the birds

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm

| Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Y Thursday Noon-6 pm
| Friday Noon-5 pm

Bryce Fairchild and Raven Sainio were select-
ed as the King and Queen of the 2021 Memorial
High School Homecoming. King Candidates

also included Joe Foster, Alec Cook, and Harry
Simons. Queen Candidates also included Katrina
Seliskar, Charly Flom, and Annikka Mattson.
photo by K. Vandervort

Ely ArtWalk is hiring

ELY - The Ely ArtWalk is seeking to fill two
temporary, part-time, paid positions from October 2021

through February 2022.

Ely ArtWalk is acommunity event thatdisplays the
artwork of more than 60 local artists in Ely storefront
windows during the month of February.

The Coordinator works with the board and vol-
unteers to manage and produce the event. The Set-up
Manager works with artists and local store owners to

install the artwork.

To see both Job Descriptions and to apply, go to
elyartwalk.org. Deadline is Oct. 15.

| Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,

231 E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B
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COOK- Cook City
Council members ap-
proved an eight-percent
tax levy increase at their
Sept. 23 meeting that
would bring in an addi-
tional $35,620 to supple-
ment the city’s general
fund budget.

The current year levy
generated $445248, and
the increase for 2022, if
enacted, would bump that
total to $480,868. The
funds support general op-
erating expenses of the
city.

Total operating reve-
nues for 2022 are initially
projected to be $571,743,
versus projected expens-
es of $598,265. resulting
in a shortfall of $26,522.
The 2022 airport budget
is also projected to have
expenses exceed revenues

by $12,885.
However, with the
eight-percent levy in-

crease used as an offset,
the overall projected short-
fall would be only $3,787.
Also, projected operating
revenues include only lo-

cal government assistance
and projected tax collec-
tions, but do not account
for additional funds from
sources such as grants that
the city might obtain.

Councilors have been
reviewing sections of the
budget in working ses-
sions held prior to each
monthly council meeting,
and no final decisions will
be made until the Truth
in Taxation meeting set
for Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. The
preliminary levy cannot
go any higher, but may be
lowered.

Liquor revenue

Citizens in Cook and
the surrounding area may
be losing their taste for
beer, as the monthly re-
port of liquor revenue for
August, approved as part
of the council’s consent
agenda, shows that re-
ceipts are down in year-
to-year comparisons with
2020.

Revenue for the
month of August in
2021 was $195,671.96,

$25,775.74 less than in
2020. About $22,700 of
that amount resulted from
a drop in beer sales.

COOK CITY COUNCIL

Gouncil sets preliminary levy at eight percent

Maximum amount could go lower, not higher, by December Truth in Taxation meeting

¢ LAST BEHANECE LIOUOR

|I

i

A year-to-year comparison shows that liquor revenues are lagging a bit
from 2020, and it appears one particular type of beverage is the reason.

That holds true when
comparing  year-to-date
revenues as well. Rev-
enue through the first
eight months of 2020
was $1,225,552.63,
but that fell in 2021 to
$1,189,655.81, a drop of
$35,896.82. Year-to-year
beer sales for the same
eight months were down
by $41,567.44 in 2021 to
$656,247.34.

As the report was part
of the consent agenda, no

discussion about the re-
port was held during the
meeting.

Other business

In other business, the
council:

> Approved payment
of $1,425 to JPJ Engineer-
ing for work related to lift
station improvements.

»Discussed ongoing
issues with North River
St. and West Vermilion Dr.

»Granted permission
for city staff to apply for

file photo

funding for repairs to the
arrival/departure building
at the airport. City admin-
istrator Theresa Martinson
described issues including
cracked and separated
flooring and roof leaks
On the advice of state of-
ficials, Martinson said she
would prepare a package
funding application to
cover all of the identified
needs.

» Approved payment
of $67,511.83 to Kurita

for replacement of the fil-
tering media at the city’s
water plant.

»Heard a report
on updates to the city’s
emergency preparedness
plan presented by Crystal
Phillips. Last updated in
March, the changes reflect
updated guidance from the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol regarding COVID-19
mitigation strategies.

»Informally dis-
cussed the possibility of
making the Lake Vermil-
ion Fire Brigade building
on Oak Narrows Rd. a
substation of the city’s fire
department. Mayor Har-
old Johnston said he had
been approached about
the possibility as a way
for homeowners in that
area to reduce their fire
insurance rates. Council-
ors agreed that if any such
agreement would be pur-
sued in the future, the city
would not bear any ad-
ditional expenses for the
service. The discussion
was not a scheduled agen-
da item and no actions
were proposed or taken.

Readers and
Rappers Book Club

to meet on Oct. 12

COOK- Readers and
Rappers, a Cook area
book club, will meet again
on Tuesday, Oct. 12 at
I p.m. at the gazebo in
the Cook City Park. The
book to be discussed this
month is “A Confederacy
of Dunces” by John Ken-
nedy Toole.

The book is an Amer-
ican comic masterpiece,
and the hero is one Ignati-
us J. Reilly, “huge, obese,
fractious, fastidious, a lat-
ter-day Gargantuan, a Don

Quixote of the French
Quarter. His story bursts
with wholly original char-
acters, denizens of New
Orleans lower depths, in-
credibly true-to-life dia-
logue, and the zaniest se-
ries of high and low comic
adventures," according to
Henry Kisor of the Chica-
go Sun-Times.

Food classes on
tap through

community ed
FIELD TWP- The
Community  Education

program at North Woods

COMMUNITY EVENTS

School has several up-
coming classes that are
suited for kitchen novices
and experts alike.

Steve Kajala returns
on Tuesday, Oct. 12 with a
Cast Iron Pizza class from
6 tol0 p.m. He will dis-
cuss cast iron cooking in
general, and students will
then cook their own pizza
in cast iron cookware. The
fee is $25 and all supplies
are provided.

In Kajala’s Char-
cuterie Class on Thursday,
Oct. 14 from 6 to 10 p.m.,
students will learn how
to build a delicious char-
cuterie board of meats,

cheeses, and more. All
supplies including the
board are included in the
$25 fee.

October Freezer
Meals will be the top-
ic for a Sunday, Oct. 17
class with instructor Emi-
ly Koch from 6 to 10 p.m.
Meatloaf, egg bake, chick-
en taco chili, pizza hot
dish, chipotle pork chops,
and carmel rolls will be
the meals prepared. The
fee for the course is $81,
and students must be pre-
registered by Saturday,
Oct. 10. Class size is lim-
ited.

Register

for these

classes and explore others
online at https://slc2142.
revtrak.net/rw-north-
woods-community-educa-
tion/.

Art scavenger hunt
adds culture and

charm to River St.

COOK- There's a new
game in Cook, a scaven-
ger hunt for small pieces
of art on display along
River St.

The activity is the
brainchild of well-known
area artist Jim DeVries,
and is part of the ongoing
downtown arts project "It

stARTS on River St."

Nineteen art objects
gathered from Cook-area
artists are hidden between
Highway 53 and the Lit-
tle Fork River, all visible
from outside area busi-
nesses. Each piece has a
unique tag, and is secured
in place to be available for
hunters in years to come.

Join in this unique art
scavenger hunt, and while
looking for the art pieces,
you're encourged to stop
in and check out the many
local business establish-
ments in Cook.

by JOHN VUKMANICH
North Woods Principal

Each year I spotlight
new teachers at North
Woods School. I feel it is
important that the com-
munity learns about them
as they become a part of
our teacher team.

The school band has
a role in the community
as well as the school, so
having a solid music pro-
gram is very important to
me. I would like to intro-
duce everyone to Mr. Karl
Kubiak, our new band di-
rector.

Where are you orig-
inally from and where
did you go to high school
and college?

Bagley. 1 graduated
from Bagley High School.
I received my Bachelors
Degree in Music from
UMD, and then went to
Montclair University in
New Jersey, where I re-
ceived my Masters in Mu-
sic.

Were there teachers
who were an influence
on you? Please name a
few if you can.

Yes, my elementary
music teacher was inspir-
ing and a great influence.
Nila Bassett was her
name. My bassoon in-
structor at UMD was very
kind and calm, and he
motivated me to be better
with patience. My profes-
sor at Montclair was very
regimented and tough on
me, but I also learned a lot
from her.

What characteristics
of these teachers were
important to you?

Karl Kubiak

Nila Bassett taught
us to have fun, and to em-
brace the moment. She
also taught us that music is
a universal language. She
passed away three years
ago. My college bassoon
teachers had different
styles, but both wanted to
motivate me to be the best
I could be.

What do you teach
at North Woods?

Band 5-12.

Why did you choose
music teaching as a pro-
fession?

I knew I wanted to
do music since my 11th
grade year. My band di-
rector was very influential
and gave me a chance to
be a teaching assistant and
work with the fifth-grade
band. Then in college, I
decided to be a music per-
formance major and not
teach. While at graduate
school, one of my pro-
fessors encouraged me
to become a teacher, so 1
decided to pursue it. Mu-
sic is what unites us; for
me it is about building a
well-rounded human be-

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Principal shares reflections on Glass of 2021

ing and creating commu-
nity.

What are your hob-
bies?

I love to ski, both
Alpine and Nordic. I am
a swimmer as well. Used
to be a runner, half-mara-
thons. I want to do a tri-
athlon. I love to read. I
love to garden and cook.

What is something
you like about North
Woods?

The sense of commu-
nity. I am from a small

town and see a similar
sense of community. It’s a
breath of fresh air.

What is a profes-
sional goal for you?

My number one goal
is to build up the numbers
in the band, but another
primary goal would be to
start a marching band.

What is something
you love about northern
MN?

The seasons. I love
the distinct seasons. I also
love the remoteness with-

out being too remote.

What is a piece of
advice you’d give your
students?

Persistence and grit
are the most important
things you can possess.
Have a goal. Be ready for
the bumps in the road, en-
joy the present but look to
the future.

Do you have a favor-
ite saying or expression?

"Practice makes per-
fect," but more so mean-
ing that some things in life

are worth working hard
for.

What do you hope
your students remember
you for?

Always having the
best interest of my stu-
dents at heart while push-
ing them as much as pos-
sible.

Welcome to our team,
Mr. Kubiak! We look for-
ward to hearing your stu-
dent musicians perform.

DIG PINK!

North Woods students, most decked out in pink shirts and accessories, gather around a banner
proclaiming "Her Fight is Our Fight," the theme for the annual breast cancer awareness night
staged by the Grizzlies volleyball team on Monday. Fans bought raffle tickets for a chance to win
one of 30 prize baskets on display in the cafeteria. Proceeds from the fundraiser, which was
organized by parent volunteers, were designated for the support of cancer patients and their
families being served by Virgie Hegg Hospice Partners.

photo by D. Colburn
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SAIL...Continued from page 1

schooner named “Abbey
Road” which is docked
in Bayfield, Wis. The trip
was made possible by a
generous grant from Lake
Superior Tall Ships, a
non-profit whose missionis
to teach youth seamanship,
personal responsibility,
teamwork and self esteem,
while building skills in
leadership and citizenship.
LSTS gave scholarships to
the VCS students and their
two chaperones, including
the cost of transportation.
The group will also sponsor
another group of students
next year.

GordonRingberg, who
also serves as Bayfield’s
Mayor,started the non-prof-
itin 2014.

“We wanted to find
ways to get kids who
can’t afford it out on Lake
Superior to see what it is
like.”

Captain Gordy, as his
VCS crew fondly called
him, has been sailing since
he was six years old. After
graduating from college,he
earned his captain’s license
and has found ways tobring
his love of sailing and
Lake Superior to countless
others.

The non-profit sprang
tolifeaftersomeonedonated
the 57-foot schooner to him
to use for educational trips.
He started offering trips to
local Sea Scout groups,and
then with the help of many
generous donations, was
able to expand his reach
to smaller charter schools,
4-H clubs, and even some
college programs. LSTS
also offers small group
experiences for families
and other groups.

POST...Continued from page 1

The arguments were
not enough to sway com-
mittee member Murkowski,
whose affirmative vote
accounted forthe 11-9deci-
siontoadvance Anderson’s
nomination to the full
Senate.

As Solicitor, Anderson
is the chief attorney for the
Interior Department and
legal adviser to Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland, a
member of the Pueblo of
Laguna and the first Native
American to serve as a
cabinet secretary.

“Bob has extensive
legal expertise with regard

COVID...cContinued from page 1

workers, and communities
safe,” said Walz. “T urge
them to move quickly to
keep our kids in school
and to allow our hospitals,
nursing homes, and child-
care facilities to effectively
respond to the virus.”

Alsoon Walz’s agenda
is reaching resolution on
the issue of $250 million
that has been allocated for
frontline worker bonus pay,
a matter of partisan divide
in the Frontline Worker Pay
Working Group over who
should qualify for payments.
The group was supposed to
submititsrecommendations
by Sept. 6.

Republicansreinforced
their proposal last Thursday
for a more limited pool
of nurses, long-term care
workers, hospice staff, first
responders, and corrections
officers to receive bonus
pay. About 200,000 people
would receive checks for
$1,200.

“We’ve said from the
beginning, these bonuses
need to be an amount that is
meaningful, prioritized for
those who took the mostrisk,
and recognizes the workers
who kept us safe,” working
group co-chair Sen. Karin
Housley,R-Stillwater,said.

DFL representatives
want to include about
400,000 more workers in
the bonus pay pool, includ-
ing such groups as grocery
workers, janitorial staff,
childcare workers, meat-
packing plant workers, and

The five Vermilion Country School students who

sailed in the Apostle Islands last month include,
from left, Emilie Wojcik, Alyssa Costello, Anna
Chavez, Mahlia Schuster and Abbi Zapata.

submitted photo

“This is not just a boat
ride,” he said. “They are
sailing the boat. Taking
turns at the helm, pulling
in the sails. They cook and
clean.”

The goal is to get each
group working as ateam as
he teaches them the differ-
ent jobs required to sail a
large boat.

“Sometimesitdoes get
alittle scary,” he said, “but
it’s never unsafe.”

“What I want the stu-
dents to take away from
the experience is more
self-confidence. They are
learning new skills and
getting ideas about future
jobs.”

One of the VCS stu-
dents showed enough ini-
tiative that Capt. Gordy
offered her a summer job.

“Anna was very
capable,” he said. “She
could learn to be a captain
herself.”

Anna said she was
thinking about it.

“Itwould be cool,” she

said. “Then I can learn to
sail out of here.”

Mahlia Schuster was
surprised to learn that she
and her classmates would
be doing all the work
required to sail the ship.

“I'thought there would
be a crew,” she said. “But
we were the crew. We had
to pull ropes to get the sails
up and tie lots of knots.”

Mahlia said her favor-
ite job was piloting the boat,
though it took some prac-
tice and patience, she said.

“Everyone gotachance
to try all the positions,”
said VCS paraprofessional
Michelle Maki, who was
one of the chaperones onthe
trip. “We were deckhands,
helmsmen, navigators,and
galley workers.” The crew
took readings of water
temperature and depth,
latitude and longitude, as
well as keeping track of
the boat’s speed, and noted
all the information in the
ship’s log book every 30
minutes while out sailing.

Back at school, they have
been mapping their trip on
a large topographical map
of theislands,using the lati-
tude and longitude readings
they took out on the lake.
The students are preparing
a slide show to present to
the rest of the school later
this month, and they are
now busy sorting through
the hundreds of pictures
they each took on the trip.

The drive to Bayfield
was through pouring rain,
with radio warnings of
a tornado sighting in the
region. But by evening,
when they reached the boat,
the weather had calmed and
they spent their first night
in calm waters docked in
Bayfield Harbor. Sleeping
on the narrow bunks was
a challenge, they said, and
some worried they might
fall off the top bunks. The
boat, tied securely to the
dock, swayed only mildly,
but often creaked as the
boat rubbed against the
dock.

The next morning, they
departed from Bayfield and
sailed most of the day.

The weather the two
days they spent out on the
water was “glorious,” said
chaperone Sue Beaton,
one of the school’s board
members.

“The leaves were just
starting to turn,” Beaton
said.

Learning on the lake

The focus of the trip
was both on sailing skills
and environmental learn-
ing.

“We learned how to
adjust the sails depending
on the winds,” Allysa

said. Sails went up in the
morning, and down each
evening,both chores taking
plenty of arm strength.

The students also
got a good dose of area
history, with the captain
telling tales of hermits
and abandoned mansions
and runaway wives. They
visited an abandoned rock
quarry, played on a beach
with “singing sands,” and
got good views of three
different shipwrecks. The
second day they docked
on Madeline Island, and
visited some shops, but
unfortunately the ice cream
shop that Capt. Gordy
wanted to go to was already
closed for the season. He
had promised to treat them
toice cream.Butthere were
plenty of other treats....
getting to watch eagles,
loons, gulls, and plenty of
ducks, climbing rocks and
trees on the shoreline, and
dipping their toes in the
not-yet-too-chilly Superior
waters.

Abbi Zapata saw her
first-ever shooting star one
evening while sitting out on
the deck.

Abbi was also tasked
with backing the boat out of
the harbor the first morning.
“It waskind of like backing
up a car,” she said. “I
wanted to try it. I put
myself in that situation.
And she did great,” added
Maki.

Students kept a daily
journal while out on the
lake and are now working
on writing essays about
their experience. The five
were chosen for the trip
based on their willingness
to learn new skills, their

listening skills, willingness
to follow orders, and will-
ingness to work as part of
the group. Students also had
to be a certain age and had
tobe competent swimmers.

The sailing was gener-
ally quite smooth, they said,
and the only real waves they
encountered was when a
large sightseeing boat came
by, creating a wake.

“It made some big
waves we had to sail
through,” Abbi said, “but
we mostly felt safe.”

Before boarding the
boat, the group had all
learned how to tie several
types of knots, along with
lots of new sailing vocab-
ulary.

The food on the boat
was great, they said, and
they all enjoyed taking
turns in the galley.

Beaton was impressed
with how well the girls
worked together, and said
she heard no complaints
even when they were
doing the more menial
ship chores. She was also
impressed with their will-
ingness to try new and
unfamiliar things.

The trip to and from
Bayfield was also fun. They
stopped for cheese curds,
the state specialty, and
had some terrific chicken
dumpling soup, they said.

The trip fits nicely into
the school’s environmental
learning focus, and the
school’s staff is hoping
that this first successful
voyage is one of many to
come, and that many of the
school’s other students will
work hard to qualify for a
future trip.

to Native American Tribes,
public lands, and water—
all of which will help
advance Interior’s mission
to steward America’s
natural,cultural and historic
resources and honor our
nation-to-nation relation-
ship with Tribes in accor-
dance with the spirit and
letter of the law,” Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland
said in a statement issued in
support of his nomination.

A leading national
figure in Native American
law, Anderson has written
that tribes should have
more influence in federal

decisions, like the contro-
versial permitting for the
Dakota Access Pipeline,
that affect their lands and
people. Former President
Barack Obama’s approval
of construction for the
Dakota Access Pipeline,
which transports crude oil
from the Bakken formation
in North Dakota to Illinois,
sparked protests over con-
cerns that a spill would
threaten the water supply
forthe Standing Rock Sioux
Reservation and other areas
near the proposed path.
“Tribal input into most
projects affecting tribal

lands and water is advisory
only,” he wrote in a 2018
law review article. “The
[Dakota Access Pipeline]
experience shows the short-
comings in this approach
andshould serve asaspring-
board forchanges in federal
law... Itisnot enough to be
consulted if the permitting
agency is freetorejecttribal
input subject to deferential
judicial review.”

A 1983 graduate of the
University of Minnesota,
Anderson began his career
as a staff attorney for the
Native American Rights
Fund, where he practiced

law for 12 years. He was
a law professor at the
University of Washington
for 20 years, directing its
Native American Law
Center. He has been the
Oneida Indian Nation
Visiting Professor of Law
at Harvard Law School for
the past 12 years.

He is a co-author
and editor of the leading
federal Indian Law trea-
tise, Cohen’s Handbook of
Federal IndianLaw,andisa
co-author of a leading text-
book on American Indian
Law. He has extensive
expertise and has published

many articles in the fields of
natural resources law, water
law, and American Indian
law. Anderson also served
as the Associate Solicitor
for Indian Affairs and
counselor to the secretary
under Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt.

AsSolicitor, Anderson
will oversee the work of
about 430 attorneys and
additional staff working in
six areas within the Interior
Department.

Ely editor Keith
Vandervort contributed to
this report.

others. With a fixed total
of $250 million, payments
would be reduced to $375
for each of the 600,000
workers eligible under
the DFL proposal. This
plan has garnered support
from numerous organiza-
tions representing front-
line workers, including
the Minnesota Licensed
Practical Nurse Association.

“Excluding any front-
line workers is a slap in
the face to someone who
put their life at risk for our
communities,” MLPNA
President Deb Tauer said in
a written statement. “It was
the sacrifices of all frontline
workers that gave us the
ability to show up and care
for our communities.”

Walz is unlikely to call
a special legislative session
withoutan agreement on this
issue, and comments made
Tuesday by the Senate’s
ranking Republican,Jeremy
Miller, of Winona, weren’t
encouraging.

“The growing list of
requests from Governor
Walz is not productive
towards ensuring these
dedicated workers receive
their bonus pay in a timely
manner,” Millersaid. “They
took the biggest risk and
kept us safe during the
pandemic, and they deserve
meaningful bonus checks.”

A third item Walz
wants the legislature to
address is drought relief.

The Governor’s
requests are playing out

against a pandemic land-
scape that is perhaps the
worst the state has seen
this year.

More than half of the
state’s hospitals with inten-
sive care units are reporting
they are over 95 percent
full. Only 49 ICU beds out
of 1,161 were available as
of this week.

Non-ICU beds are
also nearing capacity, with
about 500 vacancies out of
7,325 beds.

The Minnesota
Department of Health
reported more than 10,000
new cases of COVID-19
from Thursday through
Sunday, and the test posi-
tivity rate is at 8.4, up from

6 just four weeks ago.

State health officials
said last week that they
don’t yet see an end to
the surge in sight, and
that observation is ampli-
fied by new data showing
the Midwest now has
the highest average case
numbers in the country, 38
per 100,000. This reflects a
trend seen in prior waves
where COVID cases in
other regions started to
decline while those in the
Midwest peaked weeks
later.

New coronavirus cases
continue to flourish in the
state’s schools, with 1,063
buildings having at least
one case in the most recent

ELY-WINTON HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

1. Doctor of Medicine

2. Nursing (RN/LPN)

3. Laboratory Technician

4. X-Ray Technician

5. Medical Records
Librarian

The Ely-Winton Hospital Scholarship Fund offers
scholarships to students in the fields of:

Applicants must have attended school in Ely or Babbitt for
at least two (2) years and have graduated from that school.
Applicants must be engaged in obtaining professional,
vocational, or scientific education or training leading to a
degree or certificate in one of the above-mentioned fields.
Applications are available at the District Office,

Ely Public Schools, 600 E Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or
you may contact Mary Wognum at 218-365-1727 or
mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us. Applications are due in the
District Office by Friday, October 29.

6. Physician’s Assistant/
Paramedic
7. Occupational Therapist
8. Physical Therapist
9. Pharmacy
10. Other approved by
the Committee

data. About 600 of those
reports include multiple
cases in a building.

Local data

Orr remained the
regional hotspot among
the zip code areas tracked
by the Timberjaylast week,
with 18 new cases reported
by the state. An increase
of 36 cases in just the past
two weeks represents a
30-percent increase over
the cumulative total for the
entire pandemic in the Orr

area, based on the number
of total cases reported as of
Sept. 16.

Tower also hit dou-
ble-digits with ten new
cases. Cook had nine new
cases, Ely had six, and
Soudan and Embarrass
each tallied three.

The seven-day rolling
average of new COVID
cases in St. Louis County hit
109 on Oct. 1, more than six
times higher than it was on
Aug. 1, and almost double
what it was on Sept. 12.

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

KAXE 81.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd
KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji
Independent, nonprofit community radio
serving Northern Minnesota.

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM
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Prescribed burns

could resume
this autumn

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

REGIONAL - The
U.S.ForestServicereduced
the Greenwood Fire closure
last weekend to the perim-
eter of the fire area, citing
containment of the fire and
decreasing fire risk. USFS
forest fire managers hope
to transition to conducting
some prescribed burns this
fall, mainly pile burning,if
fuel and weather conditions
allow.

The Minnesota
Incident Command Team
transferred responsibility
of the Greenwood Fire back
to the Superior National
Forest last Friday, accord-
ing to Public Information
Officer Tim Engrav.

“The Forestis keeping
a closure in place around
the fire perimeter because
some heat has been
observed within the inte-
rior, along with snags and
hazard trees being present
in the fire area,” he said.
“We ask that the public act
with caution when travel-
ing through the area due to
these hazards.”

The reduced closure is
generally south of Highway
1 and extends to the north-
ern edge of Greenwood
Lake. Forest lands and
roads within the closure
area will remain closed,
including McDougal
Lake Campground and

ISD 696...Continued from page 1

istration, as coronavirus
case rate data change daily
or weekly, was cited as
being more responsive
than waiting for a monthly
school board meeting to
decide how to keep students
safe.

In making his request
forthe Oct. 11 school board
meeting, Colarich said, “I
would recommend that
information that comes
from the (safe school learn-
ing plan) advisory com-
mittee is vetted by the six
(school board) directors,
with due diligence by the
six directors, and be voted
on by the six directors. To
me, that would be a good
policy and would be the
right way to do it. The
(school) board would make
the call on these decisions
and would vote on it.”

Four school board
member votes would be
needed to rescind the
board’s current policy
and to replace the admin-
istration’s safe learning
mitigation authorization
and put the responsibility
on the school board.

The advisory council
last week focused on the
metrics related to apossible
dialing back of mitigation
efforts. The data appear
to be going in the wrong
sirection.

On Sept. 30, the school
district reported a posi-
tive coronavirus case in
Washington Elementary.
Administrators reported
another case on Tuesday in
the elementary school The
current COVID-19 active
positive test count is at
three cases. The cumulative
positive test countis five in
just the first month of the
new school year.

In a current overview
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, Amy Westbrook, St.
Louis County Public Health
Division director, said,
“Area hospitals have been
at capacity for weeks and
have had to divert patients.
More people in St. Louis
County tested positive for
COVID-19 in th last week

WILDFIRES

Greenwood Fire contamed BWCAW fully opened
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Burned and charred remains of a stand of trees along Highway 2 cast
long shadows just after sunrise last week. photo by K. Vandervort

all associated recreation
areas, and the Stony River
Observation Point. Little
Isabella Campground is
also closed due to heavy
use from firefighters, and
bear sightings. This closure
area will be in place until
further notice.

Maximum contain-
mentofthe Greenwood Fire
peaked at 80-81 percent, as
wetland areas prevented
crew and equipment from
building containment lines
inthose areas,according to
Engrav.

“Where the lines have
been cold and secure,
crews and equipment have
been working to repair the
impacts of line construc-
tion and restore them to a
near natural state to reduce
the potential for erosion
or other natural resource
impacts,” he said.

Equipment and hand

crews will rehabilitate and
repair containment lines
including the finishing
work of seeding those areas
with native grass seed to
stabilize the surface soils.
Crews removed hazard
trees along the closed
section of the Jackpot ATV
Trail impacted by the fire.

In addition, trees and
debris will be cleaned up
and removed from the
McDougal Boat Access
area this week.

“The backhaul of
pumps, hoses, and other
supplies will be done as
they are no longer needed
on parts of the fire. A
gradual process of down-
sizing equipment and per-
sonnel will be followed
based on the amount of
work remaining,” Engrav
added.

The McDougal Lake
Road, North McDougal

Lake Road, Middle Road,
and Stony Loop Road in
the Greenwood Fire closure
area are open to property
owners via a security pass
card from the Lake County
Sheriff.

BWCAW closures

Last weekend, the
Forest Service also lifted
the last of the closures
in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness,
the John Ek and Whelp Fire
closures, citing low fire
activity and decreasing fire
danger due to fall weather
conditions and rain.

Last month the forest
received three to six inches
of rain, which is normal for
the month of September.
This precipitation, in com-
bination with lower tem-
peratures, shorter days and
higher humidity mitigated
fire activity and limited the
potential for heat to spread.

“We have not seen
any smoke from the fire
for a couple of weeks
now, and we feel comfort-
able lifting this closure
as this fire is unlikely to
spread much,if atall,” said
Patty Johnson, East Zone
Fire Management Officer
for the Superior National
Forest.

Last week, the forest
pulled all equipment off
the John Ek Fire, meaning
that all hose and pumps
staged at portages were
backhauled.

Prescribed hurns

Superior National
Forest fire managers are
planning to conduct some
prescribed burns this fall,
mainly pile burning, if fuel
and weather conditions
allow.Prescribed fire activ-
ity was scheduled to start
this week.

The purpose of these
prescribed firesis toreduce
fuel buildup and potential
for high-intensity wildfires
to spread from the forest
onto areas of intermingled
ownership.

Due to COVIDrestric-
tions in 2020 and a dry
spring and summer this
year,the Superior National
Forest was notable tocom-
plete much of its planned
prescribed fire activity and
has a backlog of accumu-
lated piles. These piles are
a result of fuels reductions
and timber harvest.

Autumn has ushered in
conditions that are favor-
able for prescribed fire
operations.

“Our drought codes
still remain moderate,”
Johnson said, “However,

recent rainfall coupled
with shorter days, lower
temperatures and higher
humidity levels, has
decreased fire danger and
created conditions where
we can again consider
prescribed fire activity.”
Drought code is a numer-
ical rating of moisture
content in deep, compact
and organic layers and
shows the likelihood of fire
involving deep duff layers
and large logs.

Prescribed fire activity
is planned by fire man-
agers and coordinated
across specialists from
all resource programs at
Superior National Forest,
according to Johnson.

“Many considerations
go into planning a pre-
scribed fire including fuel
types, presence of sensitive
plants or animals, visitor
use, fuel moisture, winds,
relative humidity,and pro-
jected weather,” she said.

Prescribed fires are
only ignited when weather
conditions are favorable.

“For example, in
October, we expect precipi-
tation to be normal or above
normal,” she said. “As we
receive precipitation, man-
agers will assess whether
or not prescribed burning
is safe. If we receive less
rain than usual, the forest
may hold off on prescribed
fire activity.”

For more information
regarding these planned
prescribed fires, please
call the West Zone Fire
Information phone at 218-
248-2411 or the Gunflint
Ranger District at 218-
387-1750.

than last year at this time.”
She repeated her point,
“Even with approximately
120,000 of our 200,000
residents now vaccinated,
more people are getting
sick now than a year ago
at this time.”

Westbrook continued,
“There is a lot of misinfor-
mation circulating about
vaccines, face masks and
other prevention measures,
And there may be some
mistrust of health experts,
We urge you to talk to your
doctor or a trusted medical
professional.”

In just three months,
the bi-weekly COVID-19
case rates for northern St.
Louis County went from
1.24 positive cases per
10,000 people in July, to
8.67, and then 13.9 just
before Labor Day,whenthe
mask mandate was imple-
mented. Since the start of
the 2021-2022 school year,
the case rate has exploded
to 19.2, 29.1, 32.2, 47.68
and 67.5. Aubrie Hoover,of
the St. Louis County Health
Department, predicted a
positive rate of 80.50 for
this week.

As far as the metrics to
be considered to dial back
the public health mandates,
including mask require-
ments, Superintendent Erik
Erie said the positive case
rate should be indicating a
downward trend for atleast
a couple of consecutive
weeks.

Hoover said another
area school district has put
a positive case rate of 30
or under as a point to relax
mask mandates. “We are
not seeing a peak within the
next two week,” she said.

“A neighboring county has
a higher rate now than they
ever did last year. We are
going to go up, especially
in central and northern St.
Louis County.”

The vaccination rate is
another metric to be consid-
ered in dialing back public
health mandates. “We are
at41 percent here for those
ages 12 to 18,” Erie said.
“Having that vaccination
rate at more than 50 percent
would seem to be ideal.”

Health officials at
the Essentia Ely Clinic
and the Ely Bloomenson
Community Hospital are
making plans toimplement
a vaccine protocol for
children in the 5 to 11 age
group once the vaccines are
authorized later this year.

The Ely Community
Voice group that spon-
sored the petition drive
to get some 300-plus sig-
natures demanding ISD
696 rescind the protective
face mask mandate and
return to mask-optional
guidance, hosted a speech
by aretired Ely doctor, Dr.
Steve Park ,who spoke at
the Ely Senior Center late
last month. He reportedly
told the crowd that masks
don’t work in stopping the
spread of the coronavirus
and urged those in atten-
dance to eat healthy and
take more Vitamin D as a
way tocombat COVID-19.

At last month’s ISD
696 school board meeting,
held in the gymnasium
because of an overflow
crowd, hundreds of peti-
tion signers demanded
the school administration
rescind the 11th-hour face
mask requirement imple-
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mented at the start of the
school year.

Schoolboardmembers,
and Erie in particular, were
treated with disrespect by
some in the crowd and the
meeting was interrupted
numerous times.

ISD 696 administra-
tors and elected leaders
hope there is not a repeat
of the antics on display at
last month’s meeting. Ely
Police Chief Chad Houde
attended the meeting last
month. Ely is just one of
many communities around
the country experiencing
a backlash against public
health mitigation efforts.

According to a report
last week by the Associated
Press,a group representing
school board members
around the country asked
President Joe Biden for
federal assistance to inves-
tigate and stop threats made
over policies including
mask mandates, likening
the vitriol to a form of
domestic terrorism.

The request by the
National School Boards
Association demonstrates
the level of unruliness
that has engulfed local
education meetings across
the country during the pan-
demic, withboard members
regularly confronted and
threatened by angry pro-
testers.

School board members
are largely unpaid volun-
teers, parents and former
educators who step forward
to shape school policy,
choose a superintendent
and review the budget, but
they have been frightened
at how their jobs have sud-
denly become a culture war
battleground. The climate
has led a growing number
to resign or decide against
seeking reelection.

“Whatever you feel
about masks, it should not
reach this level of rhetoric,”
NSBA Interim Executive
Director Chip Slaven told
the Associated Press.

The association asked

for the federal govern-
ment to get involved to
investigate cases where
threats or violence could
be handled as violations
of federal laws protecting
civil rights. It also asked
for the Justice Department,
FBI, Homeland Security
and Secret Service to help
monitor threat levels and
assess risks to students,
educators, board members
and school buildings.

“Astheseactsofmalice,
violence,and threats against
public school officials have
increased, the classification
of these heinous actions
could be the equivalent to
a form of domestic terror-
ism and hate crimes,” the
association wrote.

The association rep-
resents more than 90,000
school board members
in 14,000 public school
districts.

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Scenic &\.Rivers
—(Clinics—
COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations
following state eligibility guidelines. Supply is limited and call
volumes are high, so we appreciate your patience. If you
believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements,
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

Cook Medical Tower Medical

Vaccine Scheduling
20 5th St SE

(218) 361-3297

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

A\
1-877-541-2817

Vaccine Scheduling
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

(218) 753-2405

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital
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FOOTBALL

North Woods crushes Braham, 46-14

T.J. Chiabotti gains 348 yards to surpass 1,000 yards on the season

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

BRAHAM- Any high school
team would love tohave arunning
back rush for 200 yards and three
touchdowns in a game.

It only took North Woods’
T.J. Chiabotti three plays to
accomplish that feat last Friday
against Braham.

Chiabottirippedthe Bombers’
defense for 348 yards and four
touchdowns, and Eric Aune had

‘Hawks
top Ely
in four

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BABBITT — TheNighthawks
avenged a season-opening loss to
Ely on Monday night as they
downed the red-hot Timberwolves
in four sets. The ‘Hawks rallied
after losing the first set 18-25 to
take three straight, 26-24, 25-22,
and 25-22 despite a strong serving
effort by Ely throughout the match.

“This was an exciting win for
the girls,” said Northeast Range
Head Coach Jodi Reichensperger.
“They have been taking it one
match at a time, staying focused
on the here and now.”

NER senior Hannah
Reichensperger led the charge
for the ‘Hawks, with 34 kills,
22 digs, and five blocked shots.
Natalie Nelmark added 13 kills
and a block, while setter Maizy
Sunblad tallied 43 assists and
ten digs. Reichensperger noted
some of the contributions don’t

See VOLLEYBALL...5¢ 2B

ENDURANCE

Marathon Man

Mike Korpi, of Soudan, ran
the Twin Cities Marathon on
Sunday, and it was the 80th time
he had run a 26.2-mile race. He
started running marathons in
1980. This was the 32nd time
he has finished the Twin Cities
Marathon. This was the second
marathon he has run this year. He
was awarded special recognition
in June after finishing his 42nd
Grandma’s Marathon in Duluth,
logging over 1,100 miles on that
marathon course.

He finished the Twin Cities
marathon with a time of 5:37:37,
which was faster than his 5:48:14
time at Grandma’s. This was also
the 10th marathon he has run since
he had knee replacement surgery
about seven years ago.

two touchdown receptions as
the Grizzlies made the most of
a long road trip by mauling the
Bombers, 46-14.

There was little early on to
indicate that a rout was in store,
as the Bombers held a 14-12 lead
at the end of the first quarter.

A Bombers’ fumble deep
in their own territory led to the
Grizzlies’ first score, an 18-yard
Chiabotti run with just over

three minutes elapsed in the
game. Braham struck back with
a 35-yard touchdown reception
by Braden Grams and atwo-point
conversion for an 8-6 lead.

That lead lasted exactly 17
seconds, the amount of time it
took for Jared Chiabotti to pick up
the ensuing kick off at the North
Woods 14 and streak 86 yards for
a touchdown, his second kickoff
return score of the season. The

VOLLEYBALL

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- Northeast
Range standout Hannah
Reichensperger delivered as
expected in the Nighthawks’
Sept. 30 win at North Woods,
but the Nighthawks showed
they’re more than a team of
one in the 3-0 match victory.

A depleted Grizzlies
squad held their own against
the Nighthawks throughout
the night, pushing the visitors

PAT failed, but North Woods was
back in the lead, 12-8.

Two possessions later it was
Braham’s turn for a big play, an
off-tackle run by Grams that went
for 62 yards and a touchdown
with 2:40 left in the first quarter.

Taking over at their own
25 after the kick, the Grizzlies
immediately flipped the field with
a 50-yard run by T.J. Chiabotti.
The drive threatened to fizzle out

there, but Ty Fabish connected
with Jake Panichi onafourth-and
two pass as the quarter ended to
give the Grizzlies new life at the
Braham 13.

Fabish went to the air again
on the first play of the second
quarter, hitting Aune with atouch-
down pass to put the Grizzlies
ahead for good, 18-14.

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

’l

Hed hot ‘Hawks
topple Grizzlies

to the limit in a first-game
thriller that NER won 28-26.

“We knew we were going
to have to be everywhere on
the court,” Grizzlies Head
Coach Kandi Olson said.
“We made them run a little
bit, whichdidn’t give Hannah
the opportunity to take it to
us like she could have. And
we were able to handle a lot
of what she gave us. We tried
to just give them something

See VBALL..pg 2B

Left:

NER senior
Hannah
Reichensperger
lofts a return
over the
outstretched
arms of
Grizzlies’
senior Morgan
Burnett.

Below:

NER senior
Natalie
Nelmark
goes up for
a kill while
the Grizzlies’
Addy Hartway
reaches high
for the block
attempt.

photos by
D. Colburn

CROSS COUNTRY

Devine, Burckhardt lead
local runners at Ely Invite

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

ELY — Timberwolves junior Zoe
Devine finished in the top ten among
girls in the largest field of runners to
take partin the Ely Invitational in years.
Meanwhile, junior Jake Cochran was
the top finisher among the Ely boys,
taking 16th place.

It was the largest cross-country
meet held in Ely in recent memory, said

Left: Ely junior Zoe Devine makes
a move to the outside as she
works her way past the compe-
tition during the Ely Invitational
cross country meet on Tuesday.
photo by D. Colburn

Ely Head Coach Jayne Dusich, with a
total of 12 teams, or nearly twice as many
as usual in the annual Ely meet. “It was
great weather and good competition,”
said Dusich. “Ely’s course is tough with
the hills at the Ely Golf Course. Some
of my runners ran their best times while
it was too hot for others.”

Other top performing local runners
included freshman Alex Burckhardt, of
Cook,who finished 12th among the boys
with a time of 18:05.9. Burckhardt, of
North Woods, runs with the combined
South Ridge cross-country team.

Devine took the tenth spot in the
varsity girls competition with a time of
21:02.2,while teammate Phoebe Helms

See RUNNERS...pz 2B
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Wolves’ struggles contmue at Cromwell

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

CROMWELL— A trip to
Cromwell did little to ease the
Timberwolves’ gridiron struggles
last Friday as they lost 32-8 to
the Cardinals to drop to 1-4 on
the season.

Cromwell scored at will in
the early going, racking up an
18-0 lead by the end of the first
quarter. They added seven more
before the break to take a 25-0
lead into the locker room. The
Wolves added asingle touchdown

South Ridge topples North Woods

Drop to 14 after 32-8 loss to the Cardinals

on a short run by Erron Anderson
early in the third quarter. Harry
Simons caughtadiving catchona
deflected pass from Mason Davis
for the two-point conversion,
but their would-be rally fizzled
after that.

The Cardinals added a final
capper to pad their final margin.
Cromwell’s freshman quarter-
back had a strong night, with
fourtouchdown passes, including
an 85-yard strike to sophomore

receiver Tanner Collman.

Ely’s Anderson tallied 94
rushing yards, while Davis rushed
for 46 yards and completed five
passes for29 yards. Simons added
27 yards rushing and had 17 yards
receiving to the mix.

On defense, Davis had eight
tackles. “I thought Mason played
pretty well defensively,” said
Head Coach Louis Gerzin. “He
came up from his safety position
and made some nice tackles for

VOLLEYBALL

Pruatel had 10 tackles,
Deegan Richards had six tackles.
Hegman added five stops and
Ashton Cook had four tackles
on the night.

“As a team, I thought we
played better than last week.
We stayed with Cromwell for
98 percent of the game, but we
had as many as eight catastroph-
ic breakdowns that resulted in
touchdowns orreally long plays,”
Gerzin said. “They had some big
scoring plays and two long punt
returns to set them up to score

Abbigail Shuster fired a
service ace that initiated a
slow but steady march to get
back into contention. A final
five-point run brought the
Grizzlies to within 22-21,
but the Panthers responded
with four consecutive points
to take the game.

While the Grizzlies took
an early 7-5 lead in the next
game, the Panthers took
command with a nine-point
blitz, going up 14-7. This
time service aces from Skyler
Yernatichand Morgan Burnett
and big kills by Burnett and
Tori Olson provided sparks
for the Grizzlies to climb back
intothisone.Down21-15and
with Kara Scofield serving,
North Woods reeled off five
points to force a South Ridge
time out with the Panthers
leading by one,21-20.As with

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- For the
first time in a couple of
weeks, the North Woods
volleyball varsity was back
at full strength in numbers
on Monday, but a 3-0 loss
to the visiting South Ridge
Panthers suggests there’s still
some rebuilding ahead for the
Grizzlies.

The Grizzlies played
from behind most of the
match, although they made it
close in the first two games,
losing 25-21 and 25-20.

The first game looked
like it was going to be a
blowout for the Panthers
when Grizzlies Head Coach
Kandi Olson called time
with her squad trailing 13-5.
Coming out of the pause,

the first game, the Panthers
snuffed out the surge to win
25-20.

The Grizzlies were never
in the third game, falling
behind 13-1 en route to a
25-8 loss.

“The most amazing part
about having a full bench
was the fact that the energy
on that bench was fantastic,
those girls were cheering for
each other, and they just gave
us such a good vibe for most
of the game,” Olson said.
“However, there is a struggle
when you’re trying to blend
people back together that just
haven’t played next to each
other for a while. We haven’t
had enough practice days to
put it all back together.”

Butplaying short-handed
for several matches wasn’t
without some benefit. With

numerous starters missing
time, other Grizzlies picked
up valuable game experience
that will likely give Olson
more options for the final
stretch of the regular season.
With that in mind, Olson
tested numerous different
rotations against South Ridge.

“Weknew that there were
going to be a few bumps in
the road today, because we
were putting in kids who had
developed new confidence in
new spots,” Olson said. “We
knew we had to try them in
those spots and see how it
went. I had hoped we’d have
fewer struggles, for sure. But
all in all, they did their best
trying to figure it out. And
that’s all I can ask for.

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

11-play drive, but the North The Grizzlies had just
Woods defense stiffened, one possession in the third
with the Bombers turning quarter, but they made it
the ball over on downs at the count. On third-and-seven
Grizzlies’ 10. from the North Woods 48,
On the next play the Aune hauled in a long pass
Grizzlies’ line opened ahuge  over the middle from Fabish
hole on the left side, and T.JJ. and took it to the Braham 10.
Chiabotti was off totheraces, Afterareverse wentnowhere,
bolting 90 yards for the score  Fabish dropped back and
and a 24-14 lead. rifled a pass to Aune, who
Aune killed the next made a twisting one-handed
Braham drive with a pass grab for his second score of
interception, setting the the night. T.J. Chiabotti ran
Grizzlies up with a short field  in the conversion to make the
at the Bombers’ 30. On his  score 40-14.
first carry after the 90-yarder, Braham came back with
Chiabotti took the ball into another drive deep into the
the middle of the defense,cut  North Woods red zone, but the
right, and found the end zone  Grizzlies turned them away
again. The Grizzlies got their ~ again when Nick Abramson
firstconversionofthenighton tackled Grams for no gain
a bootleg by Fabish to takea on fourth-and-goal at the
32-14 lead at the half. 8-yard line.

VOLLEYBALL...Continued from page 1B

always make it on the stats
board. “Notable play by Thia
Lossing with her passing in
the fourth set, allowed us to
run our offense successfully
over and over again.”

Ely posted impressive
serving numbers, with a

total of 13 aces on the night,
including five by senior
Kellen Thomas. Thomas
added five Kkills, six digs,
and three blocks to her stats
for the match. Junior Rachel
Coughlin had a big night
as well, posting 14 kills, 13

T.J.Chiabotti got the call
onthe nexttwo plays,moving
the ball to a first down at the
20. The Grizzlies called his
number one more time, and
Chiabotti took advantage of
another big hole to bolt 80
yards for the game’s final
score.

Grizzlies Head Coach
Joel Anderson gave much of
the credit for Chiabotti’s field
day to the offensive line and
running backs Jared Chiabotti
and Jake Panichi.

“I thought our offensive
line played absolutely terrif-
ic,” he said. “There weren’t a
lot of guys sneaking through
in the interior of the defense.
Jake and Jared blocked as
well as I’ve seen them block
all year. There were holes to
run through that were as wide
asasemiand there just wasn’t

anybody around.”

Fabish completed four
of his nine passes, three to
Aune for 65 yards and two
touchdowns.

“Eric played a phenom-
enal game,” Anderson said.
“His second touchdown catch
was one of the best I’ve seen
in a very, very long time.”

Panichiled the defensive
surge with seven unassisted
tackles and three assists, and
Anderson had high praise for
his senior linebacker.

“It was nice to kind of
see him just break out last
Friday night,” Anderson said.
“We’ve been waiting a little
while to see him just shine
and dominate. He was in the
backfield quite a bit, and he
was cleaning up everything
that got through the line.”

digs, and six blocked shots.
Junior Madeline Kallberg
added seven Kkills and two
aces, while Kate Coughlin
posted five kills and eight
digs. Senior setter Katrina
Seliskar added 31 assists
and three aces, while senior

Charly Flom posted five digs,
two kills, and three aces.

“I’m really proud of
the way we served tonight,”
said Ely Head Coach Megan
Wognum. “We had some
excellent hitter coverage
tonight as well.”

again.Oher than that,I thought we
were right there in the game. We
have to make sure our mistakes
aren’t that costly.”

Junior running back Jason
Kerntz missed another game due
to aknee injury, but Gerzin antic-
ipates he will be on the field for
Ely’s Homecoming game against
Cook County.

The Timberwolves have an
open week next week that would
have been a game at Northeast
Range.They close out the regular
season on Wednesday, Oct. 20
with a 6 p.m. game at Littlefork.

Nighthawks top
Spartans for fifth
straight match win

NASHWAUK — Don’t look now, but
the Nighthawks are on a roll, with a five-
game win streak after topping both Ely and
Nashwauk-Keewatin at the net this week to
improve to 11-6 on the season. And while
senior standout Hannah Reichenspergerhas
gotten most of the attention from opponents
this season, Natalie Nelmark is making
her offensive mark as well after notching a
career-high 25 kills Tuesday night.

The two combined for a total of 60 kills
in Tuesday night’s contest to top the Spartans
in five hard-fought sets. The Nighthawks
took set one 25-23, then lost the second set
by the same margin. They won 25-16 in the
third set only to fall 24-26 in set four before
taking home the W with a 15-9 final set.

“It’s quite impressive to see two
players with over 20 and 30 kills in a
match,” said Nighthawks Head Coach Jodi
Reichensperger. “I don’trecall a time in my
coaching career when we have had 60 kills
by justtwo players. It’s showing the growth
and grit that is happening on this team.”

Hannah Reichensperger led the way
for the ‘Hawks with 35 kills and 35 digs.
Nelmark notched 25 kills and a blocked
shot. Setter Maizy Sunblad added 56 assists
and ten digs, while Thia Lossing posted 11
digs and a kill.

For details on the Ely game from
Monday, see the separate story on 1B.

Ely dumps Lakeview
Christian in three

ELY — The Timberwolves made short
work of Lakeview Christian Academy,
dumping the Lions in straight sets, 25-12,
25-5, and 25-11.

The blowout match allowed Ely to
work some of the less regular players into
the rotation, according to Ely Head Coach
Megan Wognum. “Overall, it was a good
game,” Wognum added. “We were able to
complete some successful plays.”

Stattotals weren’t as high as mostrecent
games, in part because the match was over
quickly. Junior Rachel Coughlin proved the
team’s kill leader again, with 11,along with
four digs. Senior Kellen Thomas added six
kills and three blocked shots, while junior
Kate Coughlin posted five kills and four
aces. Senior setter Katrina Seliskar added
22 assists, six aces, and two blocked shots.

Ely will be in Auroraon Saturday to take
part in the Mesabi East tournament. They’11
host Mt. Iron-Buhl on Tuesday.

VBALL...Continued from page 1B

they had to work for every
single time.”

The Nighthawks were
up by as many as six points
in the second stanza, but
the Grizzlies fought back
to a 19-19 tie before NER
closed out the game with a
six-point run to win 25-19.

In the third it was the
Nighthawks’ turn to play
from behind. North Woods
took an early lead at 6-5
and extended it to 13-10.
But NER’s senior-laden

RUNNERS...continued from page 1B

finished 17th with a time of
22:08.7.As ateam, the Ely
girls finished in sixth place
among nine girls teams
competing with a total of
163 points. The boys tied
with South Ridge for sixth
place,with 138 total points.

Cochran led the way
for the Wolves in the
boys contest, with a time
of 18:24.0. Senior Gabe

squad didn’t get rattled,
coming up with a 12-3
run for a 22-16 advantage.
The Grizzlies refused to
go quietly, scoring on four
consecutive match points
before a kill sailed wide to
give NER the sweep with
a25-22 win.

NER Head Coach Jodi
Reichensperger said that
her team, which claimed
its third consecutive match
win, is coming together at
a good time.

“They are making
gains every single match,
every single player,”
Reichensperger said.
“They’re really working
on complementing each
other. They all have a job
to do and they know what
their job is.”

And while NER starts
five seniors, freshman
setter Maizy Sundblad’s
play in mixing things up
was an important key to
the Nighthawks’ success,

Reichensperger said.

H a n n a h
Reichenspergerhammered
32 kills in the match, and
while her teammates can’t
match her power, they’ve
discovered that hits with
less speed count just the
same when they drop in.

“People don’t think
that those off-speed
hits are glamorous,”
Reichensperger said.
“Anything that hits the
floor is glamorous That’s

the object of the game, is
to get the ball on the floor
of your opponent.”

The challenge for
the Nighthawks for the
remainder of the season,
Reichensperger said, is
learning how to embrace
winning.

“They work so hard.
Their practices are incred-
ible. They deserve every
win that they get,” she said.
“But historically, we’re
not a winning team, so it’s

new territory. How do you
win? How do you act when
you win? How can you
keep that hunger for more
wins? We’re on the longest
win streak that we’ve had
since I’ve coached here.
They’re just now getting
to feel what that feels like,
and they want more. And
that’s exciting.”

Pointer took 23rd place
with a time of 18:44.2.

Hibhing competition
Competing against a
huge field in Hibbing last
Thursday, the Ely boys
runners finished in the
middle of the pack, with
strong performances from
senior Gabe Pointer and
junior Jake Cochran, both

of whom finished in the
top 40 in a field of over
300 runners. Meanwhile,
the Ely girls struggled,
finishing 18th out of the 20
teams competing. The Ely
boys finished in the tenth
spot overall.

Pointer led the way
for the boys, with a time
of 18:38.1, good for 36th
place. Cochran was right

behind at 18:40.6, good for
39th place.

The rest of the team
finished in the top 80, with
freshmen Caid Chittum,
(19:13.5) Jace Huntbatch
(19:21.8), and Silas Solum
(19:41.9) finishing 57th,
61st,and 70threspectively.
Sophomore Leo Stalmer
finished in 77th place with
a time of 19:53.4, while

senior Jon Hakala finished
in 19:54 .4, good for 79th
place.

Perhaps the biggest
local boys standout in
the Hibbing competition
was, once again, Alex
Burckhardt, who finished
15thwithatime of 17:58.9.

Among the area
girls, freshman Addison
Burckhardt, also of Cook,

finished in 12th place with
a time of 21:05.0, to help
lift the South Ridge girls
team to the eighth spot in
the 20-team competition.
Eighth-grader Tatum Barto,
who attends North Woods
but runs for South Ridge,
finished in 49th place, with
a time of 22:55.5.
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ELY

Ely Council to interview assistant police chief candidate

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY — The position of As-
sistant Police Chief for the city
of Ely will be filled with can-
didate interviews conducted by
the entire city council. The pro-
cess was altered following an
objection Tuesday night to have
an interview committee decide
on the department’s second su-
pervisory position.

The Employee Relations
Committee recommendation
that a committee consisting of
Mayor Roger Skraba, council

members Heidi Omerza and
Jerome Debeltz, and the police
chief, conduct the interviews
did not sit well with council
member Paul Kess, who insisted
that the position should be filled
with input from the whole coun-
cil.

“This person will have the
same kind of responsibilities
(as the police chief),” Kess said,
“and should be before the whole
council.”

Omerza, employee relations
committee chair, said their dis-
cussion considered interviews
conducted by the hiring com-
mittee or the whole council.

“l don’t recall the Ilast
time we hired an assistant po-
lice chief, so we went with the
route I’m used to,” she said. She
pointed out that whole coun-
cil interviews are conducted in
an open meeting format. “That
doesn’t bother me,” she said.

Council member Albert
Forsman suggested that an inter-
view committee vet the candi-
dates so no more than three can-
didates would be interviewed by
the council.

“There is no need to put six
people through the council (pro-
cess),” he said. Kess agreed.

The open posting period for

the position ended on Friday,
Oct. 8. Chief Chad Houde said
just one application had been re-
ceived by Tuesday.

“We are down a few posi-
tions right now, so I would like
to see the position filled as soon
as possible,” he said.

Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowski said that an inter-
view committee typically scores
all the applicants for a position,
with redacted personal infor-
mation, based on a uniform
point-system method. The num-
ber of interviews to be conduct-
ed is then determined.

Houde was hoping inter-

views could be conducted by the
end of the month.

“After that there are back-
ground checks and psycholog-
ical evaluations, so the earli-
est we could start this position
would be in December,” he said.

“Even if there is just one
candidate, the entire council
should be at the interview,”
Kess insisted.

The interview committee
will vet all applicants for the as-
sistant police chief position, and
the whole council will conduct
interviews.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Tower Ambulance Service having a husy year

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- With the Tow-
er Area Ambulance Service on
track to have a “normal” year,
members of the Tower Area Am-
bulance Commission (TAAC)
got their quarterly update on the
service’s financials, status of the
ambulance replacement fund,
and an update on the two Tower
ambulances.

The service responded to a
total of 401 calls from January
through September. Ambulance
Supervisor Dena Suihkonen
explained if the pace of calls
continues at the current pace,
the service will be close to 550
calls for the year. In 2019 calls
totaled 548, and in 2020 there
were only 441 calls, a trend seen
across the state due to the pan-
demic.

“This is bringing us back to
a normal year,” said Suihkonen.

Suihkonen said they are
closer to providing 24/7 on-call
service than ever before, with
72-percent coverage with on-
call personnel. There are cur-
rently 16 EMTs and 14 EMRs
on the service.

Suihkonen said some mem-
bers of the Tower City Council
are working with the service to
use the information from the
Minnesota Emergency Services
Regulatory Board (EMSRB)
report submitted in August to
find ways to improve the care
provided as well as the financial
stability of the service.

Needs to replace outdated secondary ambulance

But the biggest issue facing
the service is the need to pur-
chase another ambulance. The
service’s older ambulance is in
only fair condition, and is more
difficult for ambulance staff to
use, harder to load and unload
patients from, and does not
have the higher quality medical
equipment now offered on the
new ambulance.

The ambulance commis-
sion consists of representatives
from the area townships, along
with the city of Tower, who are
in the ambulance service area.
Area townships and the city
each contribute $15 per cap-
ita per year to help fund the
purchase of new ambulances.
While the ambulance purchas-
es were historically done on a
predetermined schedule, rising
ambulance costs and the fall-
ing value of used ambulances
(the city historically sold their
old ambulances to help fund
the purchase of new rigs), has
meant the funds being raised are
not enough to keep up with the
cost of replacement of the rigs
on a regular basis.

“We need your help, just
like you need our help,” said
Suihkonen.

Over the past few years, the
commission has struggled with
its mission, and whether to fo-
cus solely on funding new am-
bulances, or to give more gener-
al oversight to the running of the
ambulance service itself.

Eagles Nest TAAC repre-
sentative Larry McCray noted
that his township is “not in the
ambulance business.”

“I am not here to tell Tower
how to run their business,” he
said. “There are smart people
here in the city that can figure
out how to make the ambulance
profitable.”

“You have called for dona-
tions,” McCray said, “and that is
what you are getting.”

But others appeared to
want to be more of a sup-
portive partner to the service.
“We are lucky to have an am-
bulance,” said Breitung repre-
sentative Chuck Tekautz. “The
service is improving, and your
input is important.”

Tekautz noted that Tower is
not in the ambulance business,
per se, but is a municipality that
has an ambulance to serve its
residents.

“They can’t do it them-
selves,” he said.

McCray complimented the
current leadership of the ambu-
lance service and noted an ar-
ticle “in a paper that would be
good for wrapping fish,” which
claimed the service was better
under its former leadership.

“That article was a total
crock,” he said. “We are getting
a better day today, compliments
to Dena [Suihkonen].”

Tekautz said it was import-
ant for the commission to help
generate ideas and opinions on

the service in general.

“We do value your opin-
ions,” said Tower representative
Kevin Norby.

Lee Peterson, a frequent
critic of the ambulance service
from Greenwood Township,
said that Greenwood was not in
the interest of running an ambu-
lance service either.

“Tower owns the ambu-
lance service,” Peterson said.
“This group doesn’t.”

Looking at solutions

McCray said he would like
to see the commission able to
get back on a regular ambulance
purchasing schedule once again.

“We will have about
$101,000 in the subsidy ac-
count at the end of this year,” he
said. “And if everything stays
the same, $146,000 at the end
of 2022 plus the city’s transfer
mileage payments.”

“The commission missed
two intervals of purchasing,”
McCray said. “And there was
some smoke and mirrors with
money previous to this admin-
istration.”

McCray said what was in
the past should stay in the past.

“We can’t get blood out of a
turnip,” he said.

Tower Councilor David
Setterberg, who attended the
meeting, said there would be an
update on the past ambulance
fund issues at the Oct. 14 coun-
cil meeting.

“I don’t believe the money

was ever there,” he said. “That
money wasn’t cash.”

McCray asked the commis-
sion to consider asking for a
one-time extra payment in 2023,
effectively paying a double sub-
sidy payment that year.

“As a one-time venture,”’
he said, “we could talk to our
boards, and raise this money so
we can order anew unitin 2022.”
“This would get us back on
track,” McCray said.

Tekautz agreed.

“It would put Tower back
on track for ambulances,” he
said.

Greenwood representa-
tive Carmen DeLuca said their
township residents have resisted
calls from the town board to in-
crease their township levy.

“If you want more money,
you had better find it yourself,”
DeLuca said.

2021 contract

The townships are still
waiting for the final version of
the 2021 subsidy contract. The
city council will be approving
the final version at their Oct. 14
meeting.

Norby said the city’s at-
torney had noted that language
inserted at the request of the
Greenwood Township attorney
was too “one-sided” and the city
would be looking to make that
indemnification language more
balanced for the 2022 contract.

The ambulance commission
will meet again on Monday,
Nov. 7.

DNR to seek public comment for mining rule review

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— The
Department of Natural
Resources will begin to
accept public comment on
the adequacy of the state’s
non-ferrous mining rules
beginning Nov. 9, in com-
pliance with a court order
issued last month. The

Anthony T. Galazen

Anthony “Tony” Ty-
ler Galazen, 22, of Cook,
died on Monday, Sept. 20,
2021, at the Waterview
Pines Nursing Home in
Virginia after a long battle
with Juvenile Huntington
Disease. Visitation will
be held from 12 noon
until the 1:30 p.m. funer-
al service on Saturday,
Oct.16 at Mlaker Funeral
Home in Cook. Interment
will follow in the Cook
Cemetery, followed by a
luncheon at the Evangel-

30-day public comment
period,w which will run
through Dec. 8, is part of
a court-mandated review
of the rules that govern
the siting of non-fer-
rous mines in the state,
which would include cop-
per-nickel mines currently
under consideration. The
process could eventually

ical Covenant Church of
Cook. The family wishes
people attending the visi-
tation and funeral service
to wear a mask. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made to the Mesabi Hu-
mane Society. Arrange-
ments are with Mlaker
Funeral Home of Cook.
Tony was born on Jan.
14, 1999, in Worthington.
He was an active partici-
pant in soccer and base-
ball at an early age, until
his disease prevented him
from pursuing sports into
high school. Tony loved
the Vikings. His favorite
players were Adrian Pe-
terson and Percy Harvin,
whom he met at a “Make-
A-Wish” event. His bed-
room was dominated with
Vikings’ posters, clothing
and blanket spreads. Tony
loved to play his Play
Station Madden Foot-
ball games. He always
selected the Vikings as
the home team where
they outscored opponents

lead to revisions of the
state’s rules pertaining to
such mines.

The review comes in
response to a lawsuit by
Northeastern Minnesotans
for Wilderness filed back
in June under provisions
of the Minnesota Environ-
mental Rights Act. NMW
claims in its lawsuit that

by more than a hundred
points. Tony loved to jump
on his trampoline, ride his
Honda XR70 motorcy-
cle and Arctic Cat 440ZL
snowmobile. He looked
forward to the Cook Tim-
berwolves  Snowmobile
Club’s trail-clearing days
where he could be the first
one to set tracks on the
trail.

Tony is survived by
his mother, Lorrie Lap-
pi of Cook; father, John
Galazen of Buyck; sister,
Ylonnda Galazen of Vir-
ginia; maternal grand-
mother, Charlotte “Dot-
tie” Gallagher of Cook;
paternal grandmother,
Donna Galazen of Bay-
field, Wis.; maternal
grandfather, Bob Lappi
of Cook; and many aunts,
uncles and cousins. Tony
touched the lives of many
and will be sadly missed
by all.

He was preceded in
death by his maternal
step-grandfather, Dan

Minnesota’s longstanding
nonferrous mine siting
rule is inadequate to pro-
tect the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness
from toxic runoff from the
sulfide-based mine that
Twin Metals proposes to
build upstream of a ma-
jor wilderness watershed.
The group advocates that

Gallagher of Cook; and
paternal grandfather, Da-
vid Galazen of Bayfield,
Wis.

Jason A.

Mysliwiec

Jason Allan Mysli-
wiec, 48, of Carpenters-
ville, Ill., died unexpect-
edly on Tuesday, Sept. 28,
2021, in Tower. A memo-
rial service was held on
Monday, Oct. 4 at Bau-
man’s Vermilion Funeral
Home in Tower with Bill
Bauman officiating. Fam-
ily services were provided
by Bauman-Vermilion, a
Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Tower.

He is survived by his
wife, Kristen McCubbin;
children, Amelia, Jus-
tin, Benjamin and Violet;
mother, Tracy Tomlinson
Mysliwiec  Kupferberg;
sister, Michelle O’Keefe;
extended family and many
friends.

sulfide-based mining be
prohibited within portions
of the Rainy River water-
shed located upstream of
the 1.1-million-acre wil-
derness area. Currently,
the state’s rule prohibits
mining in the BWCAW
and prohibits mining that
disturbs the surface in a
specified area around the
BWCAW.

“This review will
give Minnesotans the op-
portunity to demonstrate
that the state’s rules reg-
ulating where it is appro-
priate to conduct risky
mining are not sufficient
to protect the Bound-
ary Waters,” said Becky
Rom, of Ely, who heads
the national Campaign to
Save the Boundary Wa-
ters. “Antofagasta’s Twin
Metals sulfide-ore copper
mining project threatens
the clean water, robust lo-
cal economy, and world-
class recreational value of
our nation’s most visited
wilderness.”

Specifically, the DNR
will be seeking comment
on the following ques-
tion: “With express con-
sideration of how Minn.
R. 6132.2000, subp. 2A
and subp. 3A fit within
the broader context of all
applicable environmen-

tal protection in state and
federal law regulating
nonferrous mining, are the
exclusion of mining in the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness (BW-
CAW) set forth in Minn.
R. 61322000 subp. 2A,
and the prohibition of
surface disturbance in the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness Miner-
al Management Corridor
as set forth in Minn. R.
6132.2000, subp. 3A ade-
quate to protect the BW-
CAW from pollution, im-
pairment, or destruction or
should further restrictions
on mining be extended to
all or part of the Rainy
River- Headwaters de-
fined as HUC 090300017~

The DNR has estab-
lished a dedicated web-
page for DNR’s review of
the siting rule at https://
engage.dnr.state.mn.us/
siting-rule-review-nonfer-
rous-mines. This webpage
will be used to house in-
formation about the re-
view process and contains
a link to sign up for future
GovDelivery emails on
this topic. The DNR will
use the GovDelivery list
to announce the start of
the public comment peri-
od next month.

www.limberjay.com
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Longtime area wildlife manager Tom Rusch set to retir

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
TOWER — Wildlife

manager Tom Rusch is reflect-
ing on 31 years as a biologist
for the Department of Natural
Resources as he finishes the final
month of his professional career.
Rusch,whohasbeenthe DNR’s
area wildlife manager in Tower
since 2003, announced he’ll be
retiring next month. He said
he’ll take thirty-plus years of
fond memories with him.

“It’s been a good run and

I’vereally enjoyed the journey,”
said Rusch. “I could never have
dreamed it would work out the
way it did when I started in the
wildlife field over 40 yearsago.”
Rusch started with the DNR
at Karlstad, in northwestern
Minnesota, before moving to
the Orr area office and later
to Eveleth, where he spent ten
years before taking the manager
position in Tower.
Forresidents of northern St.
Louis and Lake counties,Rusch
has been among the most public
faces of the Tower DNR staff,

having conducted countless
public meetings over the yearsto
take inputand share information
on a wide range of issues, from
deer management to wolves
to wild rice. He also worked
closely withlocal media,recog-
nizing the importance of local
newspapers in getting informa-
tion about wildlife management
out to residents of the area.
Throughout his tenure,
Rusch has been a strong advo-
cate within the agency for
management practices that
enhance wildlife habitat, which

OCTOBER GOLD

With the maple leaves mostly on the ground, it’s time for the aspen and
birch to make their appearance. They should be at their peak this weekend,
so make a point of checking them out. And also make note of the
differences between the big-toothed aspen, (see leaves above) which often
show more reds and peaches than the quaking aspen, which tend to limit

their color shift to brilliant yellows and golds.

Timberjay staff photos

Right: A younger-looking
Tom Rusch during a DNR
open house on Big Rice
Lake back in 2012. He’s
looking a little grayer now as
he heads into retirement.

sometimes put him at odds with
foresters. He wasn’t shy about
weighing in,even during media
interviews,about what he views
asthenegative impacts of overly
aggressive timber management
on a number of species in the
region, including whitetail deer

See RUSCH.pg. 5B

DNR seeking
Spruce grouse
feathers for study

REGIONAL —Spruce
grouse hunters in northern
Minnesota’s boreal forests can
voluntarily submit samples
for the final year of a genet-
ics research project being
conducted by the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources in partnership with
the University of Minnesota.

Spruce grouse are a cli-
mate-sensitive species that
rely on boreal forest habitats
containing black spruce, jack
pine and tamarack — all of
which are expected to shift
northward on the landscape
astemperatures increase. This
study will use grouse genetics
to form a baseline of data to
establish how spruce grouse
currently use the landscape
and identify changes in habitat
connectivity over time. When
habitat becomes fragmented
and a species loses connec-
tivity to its former range, the
species can form smaller dis-
tinct genetic groups over time.

“Hunters who enjoy pur-
suing these birds are critical
to the success of this project
and our work to conserve this
species,” said DNR grouse
research scientist, Charlotte
Roy. “Data collection for this
project is simple and we hope
to receive another 100 to 150
samples in this final year of
the two-year project.”

Hunters who would like to
assist with the project should
collect three to five large
wing or tail feathers along
with the GPS coordinates
of the harvest location. The
feathers, GPS coordinates
and the hunter’s name and
telephone number can be
mailed to: Grouse Research,
DNR Regional Headquarters,
1201 East Highway 2, Grand
Rapids, MN 55744. Harvest
locations will not be made
public. Hunters are asked to
mail samples from each bird
in a separate envelope and
not mix feather samples from
multiple birds.

Small game harvest
surveys show hunters have
harvested anywhere from
7,081 — 19,130 spruce grouse
annually over the last 11
years. More information about
spruce grouse management
can be found on the DNR
website.
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FROM THE GARDEN

A few tips for storing your winter squash

the woodchuck that wreaked
havoc on my winter squash.
Despite the critter’s ravages, and
thanks in part to an exceptionally
mild fall so far, it turns out I will
have at least a mediocre crop of
winter squash to store this year.
As I’ve written before, it’s
tough to beat winter squash in my
mind. It’s great to eat, it’s amaz-
ingly versatile, and it’s packed
full of all kinds of nutrients. And,
of course, it stores for months
without much effort. When
I think of

Iwrote earlier this year about

all the time
that my
wife Jodi
spends
over the
kitchen
stove
each fall,
putting
up tomato
sauce,
and pick-
ling beets,
cucum-

.
MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

bers, and
beans, the ease with which we
can put up winter squash is
remarkable

Yet, while it’s easy, there are
steps you need to take if you want
your cache of squash to hold out
until it’s time to plant next year’s
crop in the spring. We’ve learned
the hard way a few times, when
improper preparation turned
what are normally months-long
keepers into moldy messes come
January.And given thatthis year’s

A nice selection of winter squash curing in the sun last year, including Hopi gray squash (the big
ones), delicata (with green stripes), butternut, and a single kabocha squash. Our crop this year
will be somewhat diminished due to drought and the havoc wreaked by a devouring woodchuck.

crop is going to be lighter than
usual, I read up on some of the
tricks to ensure we don’t lose any
of our crop this year. Thanks in
advance to the blog Growfully
and The Guardian newspaper
for information for these squash
storage tips.

» Tip number one is to leave
a small portion of the squash’s
stem intact on the fruit. An inch
ortwo is all you need. If it breaks
off, it’s an entryway for rot to set
in, so keep such a squash close
to the kitchen to use no later than
Thanksgiving.

RUSCH...Continued from page 4B ——

» Tip number two is to cure
your squash in the sunshine for
a week to ten days to ensure the
rind has a chance to harden. A
squash’s rind is what enables it to
keep for months at a time. Some
squashes, like zucchini or other
summer squash, lack the tough
rind of a winter squash, which is
why they’ll only keep for days
or a couple weeks at the most in
the fridge. Yet, even with winter
squash, the rind is often soft
right after picking. You can test it
with your fingernail. If it digs in,
leaving a noticeable depression

and fisher.

Rusch has also been
outspoken about what he
sees as the negative impacts
of bear feeding and was a
longtime critic of Dr. Lynn
Rogers and his research
methods, which involve
habituating bears to the
close presence of research-
ers.

Rusch served as the
area’s wildlife manager at
a time when many north-
ern species appeared to
be facing challenges from
habitat changes, some
caused by forest manage-
ment and others by climate
change. The area’s moose
population has declined
significantly,as have fisher,
and even whitetail deer
populations are generally
under goal throughout
the region, a reflection of
a string of harsher than
average winters in the late
2010s.

But Rusch remains
optimistic about the state of
wildlife in the region. “We
are blessed with incredible
wildlife resources in north-
east Minnesota and I have
been lucky to be a part of
that,” he said. “I’ve also
had the pleasure of working
with top notch wildlife pro-
fessionals throughout my
career. It has been a total
team effort and I could not
have done it without them.”

Henoted thatthe area’s
vast amount of public land,
the most of any state east
of the Rockies, provides
unmatched opportunity for
those who love the out-
doors— and that includes
Rusch himself, who is an
avid hunter.

In fact, Rusch was at
his grouse camp this week

Rusch. “The relationships
we’ve established will last
a lifetime.”

Ruschsaid he’s incred-
ibly thankful for the chance
to work in the area and
believes the region benefits
greatly from the tremendous
public interest in wild-
life in the North Country.

outline of your nail, it will need
curing. After a week in a sunny
spot, the rind should toughen,
and you’ll barely be able to nick
it with your nail. You’ll want to
turn the squash a time or two to
make sure all sides get their time
in the sun.

» Tip number three is to wipe
down the squash with a weak
vinegar solution (like four parts
water to one part white vinegar),
to kill off the mold spores and
bacteriaon the outsiderind. Some
gardeners also use a very weak
solution of bleach, which will do
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> Tip number four is to use
newspaper to separate the squash
where you plan to store them.
Squash prefer a dry location,
preferably between 55 and 60
degrees, with enough air space
around each of them sothey aren’t
touching each other.

Be cautious about putting
them in a back room with indi-
rect heat, that might get too cool
when the temps hit minus 30 or
40 outside. Squash don’tlike tem-
peratures under 50 degrees and be
especially careful about placing
them near the floor, where the
temperatures could be even colder
depending on your situation. If
you’re lucky enough to have a
root cellar, use it for your root
crops,as the name suggests. Your
squash won’t last nearly as long
in the cool and damp conditions
typically found there.

» Tip number five is to enjoy
your winter squash on a regular
basis. Don’t store them in some
out-of-the-way place where
you’ll forget about them. And
don’t think of squash as merely
a side dish. There are few things
better on a winter’s evening than
ameal of stuffed delicata squash,
or a spicy butternut squash soup
as the centerpiece for a hearty
meal. And don’t forget the left-
overs. If anything, squash seems
to taste even better the second
time around.

So, take the time to cure and
store your winter squash properly
and you’ll be able to enjoy great
eating for months to come.
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Everything at least five days

and will be spending even
more time in the field once
he says goodbye to the
Tower area staff for the last
time, at least as a fellow
employee. Rusch said he’s
grown to love northeastern
Minnesota and plans to con-
tinue to live with his wife
Debathis currentresidence,
located along the St. Louis
River,southof Eveleth.“It’s
been a great place to live
and raise our family,” said

ballast tanks, and bladders.

before going to other waters

@ Remove all weeds, mud, and

PWCs - run motor for 10 seconds

hitchhiking contaminants

from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, skis, wakeboards,

ropes, and life jackets
before leaving

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

to blow water out of jet drive

o Remove drain plug and open all

water draining devices
O Trash unused bait

fi w 4y

{Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

INITIATIVE
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EMPLOYMENT

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Position Available

Are you ready to make an impact on a small
city? Join our amazing team of employees at
the City of Cook, the gateway city to scenic
Lake Vermilion!

Our next Deputy Clerk/Treasurer will work in
partnership with the City Administrator and
Utility Billing/Administrative Clerk to support
our City and its departments.

Are you capable of performing a variety of
tasks that involve working with groups and
individuals, lots of data/information, and typical
office software programs? Then please apply!

Training and experience in office administra-
tion and accounting/bookkeeping is preferred
but we understand that good orientation, train-
ing, and goal-setting are key to the develop-
ment of a productive employee. Our main goal
is to work together with respect, trust, clear
%ommunication and an openness to sharing
ideas.

Applications are available at Cook City Hall.
The position will remain open until filled.

Cook City Hall

127 South River Street
P O Box 155

Cook, MN 55723
218-666-2200
www.cookmn.us

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 1 & 8, 2021

Social Studies
Teacher .5 FTE

Vermilion Country School in
Tower, MN is seeking to hire a
.5 FTE Social Studies Teacher
for the 2021-2022 school year. Position can

be combined with other openings.
Position open until filled.

VERMILION
COUNTRY

SCHOOL

Part-Time Office Assistant
Vermilion Country School in Tower is seek-
ing to hire a part-time office assistant for the

2021-2022 school year. May be combined
with the part-time paraprofessional opening

for a full-time job with benefits.

For complete job description/qualifications,

email jsummit@vermilioncountry.org.

Part-Time ParaProfessmnaI
Vermilion Country School in Tower is seeking
to hire a Paraprofessional for the 2021-2022
school year. This half-time position may be
combined with other openings (office assis-
tant) and will remain open until filled.

For more information on these
openings, please email
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org
or call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950

STEGER
MuKlLOKs

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!
> Positions are available in
Sales and Production
» Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and

Year-Round positions available
> Competitive Wages and Benefits

Steger Mukluks has been providing
employees a safe and fun work
atmosphere in Ely, MN for 35 years.

Email officeassist@mukluks.com
or call 365-6634 to join the team!

Equipment Operator

Junior
Apply by 10/19/21

Planner/Senior Planner
Apply by 10/25/21

Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Apply by 10/25/21

Public Health Nurse- Hibbing
Apply by 10/15/21

Sign Technician- Virginia
Apply by 10/11/21

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 108
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9 Early hrs.
12 — Carta
13 Japanese
sash
14 Like sashimi
15 Surrounded
by
16 ltalian city
where
Marconi was
born
18 Mexican
entree
20 Optimistic
21 Honey holder
23 Jurist Fortas
24 De Mille of
dance
25 Nepal's conti- 49 October birth-  source 32 State repeat-
nent stones 6 More altruistic  edly
27 Bakery lure 52 Crone 7 Bassoon's kin 33 Coquettish
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31 ltalian city of Beatles) 10 Parson's ert-like
canals 55 "Quiet!" home 38 Fluttery
35 Soft leather 56 lllustrations 11 Convinces insects
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38 Grinding tooth boards Winfrey
41 Genetic let- DOWN 19 Humiliate 40 Janet of
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Middleton "journey" 26 — -Lorraine 48 Hot tub
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the Adriatic 5 Igneous rock 30 Where Lux. is 51 Rds.
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KUGLER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular
monthly meeting on Thursday, October 14,
2021 at 6:00 p.m. at the Kugler Town Hall.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 8, 2021

EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP NOTICE

The Board of Supervisors will hold a special
meeting on Monday, October 11, 2021, start-
ing at 10:00 a.m. The purpose of the meeting
will be to consider a request for variance
from the St. Louis County zoning regulations
at 1356 Walsh Road. The Township cannot
approve or disapprove variances, but can
make recommendations to the County Board
of Adjustment.

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 8, 2021

Residents of Soudan Proper

SNOWPLOW ASSESSMENT
DUE N0V$E1I\g%ER 1, 2021

Mail payments to:
Breitung Township
Box 56, Soudan, MN 55782
Attn: Snowplow Assessment

Or drop off in the Township
Water Payment Box

This ensures that the total $10 goes to
the township. If paid through Property Tax
Statement, the county takes a portion.

Dianna Sunsdahl
Clerk, Breitung Township

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 8 & 22, 2021
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HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty 1s You

OPEN POSITIONS

Admissions

Environmental Services

FT Patient Registrar

Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse (Wage starting at
$34.06, $4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist

Care Center

FT Director of Nursing

(Sign-on bonus. Competitive Wage)

FT & PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting
at $16.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)

PT RN or LPN (34,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

FT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide

Activities

' TO APPLY:

Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

PT & Casual Activities Assistant

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-

humanresources@cookhospital.org

6220

The Cock Hosprial & Care Center offers competrtae pay and benefits

Equal Opportunity Employerf Aflirmative Action Emplayer
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TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
o Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

FOR RENT

FURNISHED HOUSE TO RENT
IN ELY- Oct. - June. No dogs,
no smoking. 3BR, 1.5BA. 2
blocks from Ely High School.
$900/month plus utilities. 818-
963-0369 or 818-348-7721.
10/1v

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE- Saturday,
October 16, 8 am — 2 pm.
Homeware, decorations,
Essential Oils, books, clothing,
Fabric, Sewing patterns. 1224
Birch  Street
10/15p

North, Tower.

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today — 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina ¢+ Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

MARINE

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

BOAT WoRkKS

(1)

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER

Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

Summer Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:30,
Sat: 9-5, Sun 9-3

repcyAr LAJNIQ Sansiios:
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T3
Storage * Complete Service * Sales

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

3 .
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr - Call 218-757-3150

PR, ¥

(3 Grubeirvs
FLAHLNA 5 VILLAGE
Hr i ale Sk,

* Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

- INJURED AT WORK?
{ DISABILITY DENIED?
: Contact Us Today
| For Free Advice
[ '.-"'."-':.'l:-—l\_' L ::'||:|--||-.:1.I|:|"
ot | sodalSecurlty Disabiy

218-824-0093
www.GetFields.com

FIELDS

Law FIRM

moccasinpointmarine.com

S YAMAHA

-

WELD - @YAMAHA

e il Poarkaaer @ GODIRD
Sales - Service

Rentals
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

HELP WANTED

HELP ~ WANTED- COOK
NEEDED- full-time or part-time
at Melgeorge’s on Elephant
Lake. WEEKEND CABIN
CLEANERS also needed. Call
218-374-3621. tfn

AGE 55+ WORKERS NEEDED
for light custodial work at DNR
Orr Office. Contact Green View
at 651-639-1913. 10/22v

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA°  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

Find
It
Here
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by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6

be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

m. No number can

¢y €0V
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Cabin rentals
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LAKE VERMILION
21 8-666-2276
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Super Crossword

LA

Find the right senior living
option for your mom or dad
with our personalized process

Our service is free, as we're paid by our
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

aPlaceforMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE
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ACROSS 56 Hilo “hello” 100 Salk vaccine 8 More acute 41 Comic actor 78 Say to be so
1 Verbal quitk 57 Related target 9 Actor Aziz — Jacques 79 — terrier
from the 43rd to fat, in 101 “— 10 Anson 45 Filing tool (Toto, e.g.)
U.S. president biochemistry pronounce Williams’ role 46 Inter — 80 “It's nobody
8 Actor Gabe 58 Neighbor you ..." on “Happy (among — business”
14 “Go ahead” ofa 102 Make certain Days” others) 82 Arty area of
hand gesture Syrian 103 Addto a 11 Liza Minnell’'s 47 Summits NYC
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players? sickly-looking the Carolinas played Helen 53 Old Russian movies
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29 Rival of Bing 72 At minimum tracks in 19 Wall Street stimulant Dorsey hit
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
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e S Lo Rao ﬁ ng Rf:al Estat.e éd"m Licensed Sellllt: Design
' prs —— Closing Services, cavating, & Installation
Rk Title Insurance : - .
:_ ; « METAL ROOFING RS & Abstractin #Complete Site & Building Preparation
8 | . ARCHITECTURAL — & + Road Building, Land Clearing,
- SN f J Northeast Title Company ELY OFFICE Basement, Demolition
ngﬂo%#gm ‘ SHINGLES has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731 # Digging, Dozing, Hauling
: ; _ professional services assuring  Phone (218)365-5256 +Sand. G | é hed ’R k. Black Dirt
Serving Cook, B ' peace of mind for our ~ Angie Mikulich and, Gravel, Liushed hock, Black Ui
Towerand = ryan (218) 2_69'_1039 customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220
Ely Areas | Karl (612) 418-8953 closing. We (tjar'je pride in our 2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE i ' '
Licensed + Insured BC# 785662 history of being a leader in the ~ §12 13 St S » Virginia MN 55792 jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com
VermillionRoofing.com | VermillionRoofing@gmail.com industry. Customers can expect - Phone (218)741-1515
quality services and products  Jodee Micheletti

In Business Since
+1979.

along with a professional - QwnerLicensed Closing Agent
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and  600K/SURROUNDING AREAS
professional approachin all of  py, 0 (218)666-3174

Tl!-IE'F l N I S H E D LDDK our transactions ensures our Sharon Maronick

BUILDING | ROOFING customers a level of comfort that | joansed Ciosing Agent
REMODELING is unmatched in the industry.

'
John Thomas Almeida

Crwner & Designer

- wmsros [l YOUCALL WEHRULY [ 2es=s8 FRSSE oo

“Fetch us” for
your fall

projects!

KITCHENS BATHROOMS FIREPLACES +BARS Cement Trucks, Building Materials SN ;F = [l
Licensed & Insured - License #BCE74311 Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt s L pwe e - Restoratior’l

Well-drilling Equipment e e A WLE XD ‘1"
Propane Delivery (218) 365-6037 + 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely

1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 * greenstonenursery.com

Carl Anderson
o lE L L L L) _ROOFS
R, Add value o your home, Cell 218-780-1955 The FINISHED LOOK
MARVIN@ } Save on heating and cooling. www.andersonbarging.com REPAIR
‘ - Fast, no-mess install. ; e
i LT Covering all of Lake Vermilion & INSTALLATION
""", Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
£ f" Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12 21 8'235'7305
ook BULDING cexter  eric@cookbuildingcenter.com Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

Giet Ready For Cold Weather!

FﬂﬂEST CONCRETE GENERAC
L = WE HAVE , Prepare for unexpected

i PRODUCTS | | winoow insuLatio power outagegghi a

Generac home standby
Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete KITS!

generator
Septic Tanks Frost King and 3M
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,

Crush(_ad & Washed Rock, Sand, VE RMI I.ION LUMBER

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,

F R E E 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Different Types of Concrete Blocks. “Gan| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS 8 AN A= fsess v

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, | R} 218-753-2230 =9
roads, fill and excavations. (= | 302 Main St., Tower, MN VIsAl
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon )
(el From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
480YVef ! Virginia, using local gravel pits
ears to support all your needs.
FOREST CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 « plarnr 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 e« cc// 218-341-3197

ROLL OUT A...
BRAND NEW LOOK =

SO T T
Qur sales experts will help you

_'select the perfect carpet for
any roow in your howe or cabin!

The Bath or Shower
You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

Berbers e Plush  Shag e Level Loop
Indoor/Qutdoor

See Special Pricing on In-Stock Carpets

Check!Out{Our’..:
'AREATRUGS!and REMNANTS!I |

) No Payments & No Interest
5 oo for 18 Months™

% OR
OFF Military & Senior Discounts Available

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2021

SO MUCHTO
CHOOSE FROM!

WE PROVIDE
INSTALLATION!

VR By I""\u-. ‘EH::;":’ 'r‘i-: =L.':f'

1 .1"'!' A :fJ.t"T,,,', .
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE. www.fIoortocellmgvirginia.com
BIG Enough to Serve you; smail Enough to Know You @._. W[mﬁ

* FLOOR to CEILING'

g 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/t. Iron
mz Mile West on Highww 169) -741-6690

BA & CALL NOW!
SHOWER (855) 651 0584
“Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any

other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Dec 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.
*“Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. €2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

sSuhscrihe Today
(218) 153-2950
timherjay.com

HOURS:

’-R!_ - 8-5:30

s n Find us on:
et = facebook.

Caw




