|

TOWER
Police
contract
talks with
Breitung
on hold

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
TOWER — After

lengthy discussion, the city
council here, on Monday,
voted to authorize two rep-
resentatives to continue talks
with Breitung Township
over the future of local law
enforcement, but stopped
short of agreeing to discuss
apossible contract for police
services from the township.

The final motion, by
council member Dave
Setterberg, amended his
initial proposal to discuss
a possible police contract
with the township,but would
have limited expenditures
for the service to 20 percent
of the city’s levy, or about
$80,000. In the last full year
under its former Breitung
police contract, the city spent
approximately $125,000,
or nearly one-third of the
city’s levy.

Yet the council wasn’t
ready to approve contract
talks with Breitung, at least
without more information.
“I would like to see more
options that we could vote
on,” said council member
Kevin Norby.

Council member
Sheldon Majerle urged the
council to wait and see what
kind of police department
the township establishes.
The town board recently
approved a motion to recon-
stitute the police department
which it disbanded back in
March, although it appears
it will be a smaller force
than the prior department.
Township officials are cur-
rently in the process of hiring
a police chief, although
Majerle noted that the town-
ship has only received a
couple applications for the
job.

In the meantime,
Majerle said he was com-
fortable continuing torely on
the St. Louis County Sheriff
for law enforcement cov-
erage. “I'm not displeased
with the way the sheriff has
been handling calls thatI’ve

See.. TOWER pg. 9

I'would like
to see more
options that we
could vote on.

Kevin Norby,
Council member
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY —“Thereal crusher was
that Friday was so much fun,”
said Adam Zins as he and his
wife, Tanja, tried to untangle a
wire shelving unitearly Saturday
morning from under a mangled
tent. All around them, in the
middle of Whiteside Park, was

40TH BLUEBERRY/ART FESTIVAL |

GONE WITH
THE WIND!

IOREICOVERAGE

‘What do we do with all
these pies?’ Page 11

what remained of the Blueberry/
Art Festival. “It looked like a
war zone.”

A line of thunderstorms
with damaging 70-mph winds
driving torrential rains hit Ely

——

fierce storm rips through town

at about 6:30 p.m. Friday night,
just as the first leg of the three-
day Blueberry/Art Festival was
wrapping up.

The short but severe storm
destroyed scores of arts vendors’
displays and tents, and uprooted
big trees in the park, prompting
Ely Chamber of Commerce offi-

See..ELY pg. 11

Adam and Tonja Zins, of Appl
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eton, Wis., above, salvage their vendor tent Saturday

morning at the Blueberry/Art Festival. A mangled tent frame in Whiteside Park, top, was
piled in front of a busted off spruce tree. More pictures inside. photos by K. Vandervort
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piragis.com

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts
plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.

Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak

Open Every Day 6 am - 9 pm

boundarywaterscatalog.com

piragis.com
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ANNUAL MEETING

Greenwood
sets levy at
$150,000

Reserves still higher
than annual spending

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP-
Greenwood Township’s levy will
remain at $150,000 for next year,
following action at the township’s
reconvened annual meeting held
July 22. Township voters over-
whelming supported the status quo
levy by a vote of 46-5. The meeting
was held in-person, with over 50
in attendance at the town hall, but
three residents opted to cast their
votes by phone.

Chairman Mike Ralston, at the
regulartownboard meeting in July,
had asked the board to increase their
levy request to $200,000, and that
request was approved by a split
3-2 vote. He had also requested
the township levy an additional
$200,000 for possible broadband
expenses, anotherbut that move
was not supported by other board
members.

Mike Indihar, elected as mod-
erator back in March when the
annual meeting initially convened,
continued his duties, running a
relatively peaceful and productive
meeting.

Treasurer Belinda Fazio
presented the proposed 2022
budget, which showed the township
ending this year with a balance of
$529.443, with anticipated 2022
receipts of $282,500 (assuming
a $150,000 levy), and projected
expenses of $359,200. It showed
the township ending 2022 with a
fund balance of $452,743, though
some of this balance is in restricted
funds — $39,008 in the Isle of Pines
bridge fund, and $14,487 in the
Greenwood Trail Fund.

See...LEVY pg. 12

WILDFIRES
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A wildfire near Fourtown
Lake grew dramatically from
20 acres to 228 acres late
Tuesday after U.S. Forest
Service firefighters conduct-
ed a successful burnout
operation. More coverage
on Page 5B. photo by USFS

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Sons of Norway Lodge 40 to meet Aug. 1
VIRGINIA- Sons of Norway Haarfager Lodge
40 will meet for their annual potluck picnic at
noon on Sunday, Aug. 1 in the Lion’s Den at Olcott
Park. Beverages and table service will be provid-
ed. Please bring a dish to share and a serving utensil
for it. Anyone interested in Norwegian heritage and
culture is invited to attend.

Dream Quilters to meet Aug. 5

TOWER- The Vermilion Dream Quilters will
meet Thursday, Aug. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tower. Those who are not
COVID vaccinated and/or are vulnerable are encour-
aged to wear masks. There is sufficient space for
social distancing as preferred. No food or beverage
will be served, but those attending may bring their
own. Anni Knutson will present the program topic
of “Creating Your Own Original Art Quilts.” Visitors
are always welcome.

Mesahi Range open house Aug. 10

EVELETH- Mesabi Range Technical College
will hold an open house on Tuesday, Aug. 10 at the
Eveleth Campus from 4 to 7 p.m.

There will be interactive self-guided tours, time
with the extremely knowledgeable program instruc-
tors, walk-up meetings with admissions and financial
aid staff, and an opportunity to apply to Mesabi
Range College completely FREE.

FREE Duke Skorich barbeque while supplies
last. There will be prizes and drawings.

Minnesota State Old Time Fiddle

Championships on Aug. 14

MT. IRON- The Minnesota State Old Time
Fiddle Championships, in their ninth year at
Mountain Iron’s Merritt School Auditorium, will
take place on Saturday, Aug. 14 starting at noon. The
championships began 40 years ago in Cotton. The
contest is open to all U.S. and Canadian fiddlers as
well as all other stringed instrumentalists. The cham-
pionship division is certified by the National Oldtime
Fiddlers Association, so the State Champion will
qualify to compete at the National Old Time Fiddle
Championships in Idaho. There are cash prizes for
the top four fiddlers in four different age divisions.
The non-fiddle and Twin Fiddle divisions are open to
all ages and all stringed instruments. Rules, pre-reg-
istration forms, and contact information can be found
on the web at www.mesabisymphonyorchestra.org/
FiddleContest.

The show starts at noon and all contestants will
be playing a waltz, a hoedown, and a tune of choice.
The show is open to the public for the modest fee of
$10.

These activities are made possible in part by
the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the
Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks to appro-
priations from the Minnesota State Legislature’s
general and arts and cultural heritage funds, and in
part by a grant from the Minnesota State Fiddlers
Association.

Lyric Center for the Arts and Northern

Stage Works bring back live theater

VIRGINIA- The Lyric Center for the Arts is
excited to announce that the lights are coming back
on. Northern Stage Works community theatre will
present a production of Proof by American play-
wright David Auburn in August. Show dates are Aug.
3,4,5,10, 11, 12, 24, 25 and 26 at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$18 and must be purchased online in advance.

The play is about Catherine, whose mathe-
matician father, Robert, has recently passed away.
Catherine has inherited her father’s genius for
math along with a bit of his mental illness. During
the play one of Robert’s former students, Hal, has
convinced Catherine to let him search through the
professor’s papers. While doing so he finds a par-
adigm-shifting proof about prime numbers that he
believes is Robert’s. While dealing with a developing
relationship with Hal and her assertive older sister,
Claire, Catherine explores her fears of genius, mental
illness, and the need to stay in control.

The play opens on Tuesday, Aug. 3 at 7 p.m. at
the Lyric Annex. Due to COVID precautions, seating
will be limited to 20 for in-house performances and
all tickets must be purchased in advance on-line at
https://our.show/lyric-center-for-the-arts/proof. There
will be no tickets available at the door. The final
three performances will also be live-streamed.
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ELY- The Donald G.
Gardner Humanities Trust
was created in 1989 for the
enhancement, growth and
improvement of the arts in
the City of Ely. The Trust
will celebrate 32 years
since its creation with a
Breakfast in the Garden
event at Whiteside Park on
Saturday, Aug. 7, from 10
a.m.to 12 noon. Since 1989,
over $750,000 has been
given to the community
in the form of grants for
artists, art projects/events,
to arts organizations and for
scholarships.

Activities to celebrate
the Trust’s art efforts in the
community may include
making cards or drawings
with watercolor or tempura
paint. There will be light
refreshments to make the
occasion more festive.
Information about the Trust
and its grant programs will
also be available during the
morning event.

The purpose of the
Trust shall be for the
enhancement, growth and
improvement of:

>» The Ely Public
Library,

GARDNER TRUST

Gardner Humanities Trust celebrates 32 years
with Breakfast in lhe Garden

Attendees at last year’s Breakfast in the Garden worked on crafts together.
submitted photo

»The arts and artisans
of Ely and surrounding area,
to include the performing
arts, the visual arts and
literature,

» The creating and
funding of scholarships,
educational and artistic
grants,

» The cultural and

aesthetic environment of
the City of Ely and its sur-
rounding area.

The 2021 Board of
Directors for the Trust
are: Beth Ohlhauser, Jill
Swanson,DavidO’Donnell,
Vince O’Connor, Mary
Setterholm, Chris Steele,
Brook Lund and Angela

Campbell. The Executive
Director for the Trust is
Keiko Williams. Keiko can
be contacted at gtrust@
gardnertrust.org or 218-
365-2639, or see the Trust
website at www.gardner-
trust.org.

GCharlemagne’s Attic Sale, Aug. 13 and 14

August event will benefit the fire hall restoration project

TOWER- The
Tower-Soudan Historical
Society is holding an
event, “Charlemagne’s
Attic Sale,” on Friday and
Saturday, Aug. 13 and 14 at
the historic fire hall at 504
Main Street in Tower. The
two-day sale will feature
antiques, unique, vintage,
collectibles, cabin and fun
items for sale. The sale will
be held from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. eachday. Donations of
these specificitems are now
being accepted for the sale.
No clothing, books, cook-
ware or yard sale items will
be accepted. Contact Louise
Gately at 515-229-8757 or

Nancy Larson at 218-750-
7514 to arrange for your
donation to be received
for the sale. The society is
a 501(c)(3) organization
and your donation may be
tax deductible. All proceeds
of the sale will be dedicated
to the fire hall restoration
project.

The fire hall is listed
on the National Register
of Historic Places. The
original doors and windows
have been restored and
the roof replaced. The
exterior rehabilitation
project is planned for
2022. The Tower Economic
Development Authority

received a $100,000 grant
through the Department of
Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation for the Main
Streetrevitalization project.
Historic grants and private
foundation grants are in
progress. Private donations
and multi-year pledges
to support the restoration
project are welcome and
appreciated.

Named for mining
financier Charlemagne
Tower who established
Minnesota’s first iron ore
mine, the city of Tower is
the oldest Minnesota city
north of Duluth. It became
the first mining town on

the Range in conjunction
with its sister community,
Soudan, directly adjoining
the Soudan Mine. The
historic fire hall was the
first fire hall built on the
Iron Range (1895), and
is the oldest extant public
building north of Duluth.
‘Whenrestored, the fire hall
will serve a public purpose
as a museum and Tower-
Soudan-Lake Vermilion
history center. The 1891
Ahrens fire engine will
serve as the main feature
of the museum.

Calling all Minnesota girls looking to fund their dreams
The Ann Bancroft Foundation fall grant cycle opens Aug. 1

ST. PAUL- The Ann
Bancroft Foundation (ABF)
is proud to announce that its
2021 fall grantcycleis open
Aug. 1 to Oct. 1. Grants
from The Ann Bancroft
Foundation are open to all
Minnesota girls in grades
K-12 and are designed to
give girls the strength to
achieve their full potential
while building confidence
and self-esteem along the
way. The goal is to create
a community where girls
embrace their confidence
and show the world what

they are made of. Starting
Aug. 1, interested appli-
cants can apply at www.
annbancroftfoundation.
org.

Each grant is an
investment of up to $500
per girl. ABF grants have
funded a wide range of
activities and experiences
including sports camps,
music lessons, horseback
riding, dancing, travel,
writing classes and so
much more. In addition to
the grant, a girl will have
access toresources in which
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she can learn more about
herself.

Each applicant is
guided through the appli-
cation process by an adult
mentor of her choosing.
This can be a teacher,
coach, family friend, etc.
ABF grants are based on
several factors including
need, which can include
but is not limited to finan-
cial need, a personal or
family challenge, and other
barriers. A panel of ABF
volunteers reviews applica-
tions. Grantees from the fall

session will be announced
in November.

Minnesota girls
grades K-12 (including
those who identify as
cisgender, transgender,
gender non-conforming,
and gender non-bina-
ry people) interested in
applying for a grant can
learn more at www.ann-
bancroftfoundation.org.
Link opens for applica-
tions on Aug. 1.
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by JoDI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- The East
Two River, Tower’s his-
toric entryway into Lake
Vermilion, was the focus
of this year’s Vermilion
Lake Association’s Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS)
Field Day. The annual
field day is a chance for
St. Louis County staffers
who have oversight of the
county’s AIS prevention
efforts and grant awards
to see the projects they are
funding and get a better
understanding of the over

1,500 volunteer hours put
in by VLA members on
AIS prevention efforts in
the past year.

The AIS prevention
efforts by the lake asso-
ciation are mostly funded
by grants from the county.
The year, said local AIS
Program Co-Leader Jeff
Lovgren, the VLAreceived
approximately $42,000
for AIS projects. Funding
received varies year to year,
he said, depending on the
costs of projects the VLA
has planned.

“We were quite willing
to put together the annual

VERMILION LAKE ASSOCIATION

AIS Field Day highlights volunteer work on
Vermilion to prevent spread of invasive snecles

field day program,” said
Lovgren. “It was theiridea,
but we love the idea.”

Last year’s field day
focused on AIS prevention
efforts made with partner
businesses and resorts on
the lake.

Lovgren said the
county has been an import-
ant partner in AIS preven-
tion efforts on Vermilion.
Funding received also pays
for information banners,
posters, and signs on AIS
prevention, and AIS mate-
rials that are handed out by
other county agencies, as
well as at area resorts.

Gary Haugen and
Wayne Suoja show two
examples of zebra
mussel samplers. The
samplers are placed
in Lake Vermilion and
checked regularly by
volunteers for the
presence of

invasive species.
photo by J. Summit

While AIS prevention
and education projects
target the entire lake, this
year the field day focused
on efforts at the East Two
River, including preventing

See AIS...pg. 5

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL -
Concerned that Minnesota
could soon mirror a nation-
wide surge in COVID-19
cases, hospitalizations and
deaths, state health officials
on Monday intensified
their calls for people to get

vaccinated.

State health commis-
sioner Jan Malcolm and
state infectious disease
director Kris Ehresmann
were back in front of the
press on Monday for the
first time in nearly two
months, totry to jumpstarta

COVID-19 UPDATE

Vaccinations urged as GOVID cases accelerate

Case rates projected to keep climbing into October

statewide vaccination effort
that has tapered off sig-
nificantly in recent weeks.
It’s left numerous areas of
the state vulnerable to the
highly transmissible delta
virus variant.

“The delta variant
is causing three out of

every four COVID cases
in Minnesota at this point
in time,” Malcolm said,
“and that means trouble
for people who aren’t
protected because they
never got vaccinated. The
problem here is very much
a problem of unvaccinated

people getting exposed to
an extremely contagious
and dangerous virus. That’s
what’s driving the case
numbers, hospitalizations,
and deaths right now.”
“It’s really a new thing
that we’re dealing with —
not the same old COVID

thatyou think of fromayear
ago,” Ehresmann said. “It
was only a few weeks ago
that it (delta) represented
less than one percent of the
cases that we were sequenc-
ing. It is now 75 percent.

See COVH)...pg. 5
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Cook
218-666-6183

A\ VERMILION
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Real Estate  Aprraisals

If you are thinking of selling!
Now'’s the time. Give us a call

www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com

Tower
218-753-8985

Virginia
218-741-8985 =
MLS

Lake Country

¥°218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

= RE/MAX
v

Pickerel Lake, Effie-$79,000 3.28 acre
waterfront lot with approx. 206 ft shoreline.
MLS#141036

Pelican Lake-$94,900 50 acres on
Pelican Lake with 400+ ft of shoreline.
MLS#126770

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Vermilion River, Orr-$67,000 Rustic cabin
overlooking the Vermilion River, surrounded
by huge pines. Has a large BR and a loft.
Solar power electricity and a composting
toilet. MLS#141800

Elbow Lake-$159,000 530 ft of shoreline
on 3.83 acres with towering pines.
MLS#136256

Orr-$80,000 2 BR cabin with attached
2-stall garage nestled in the woods on 8.96
acres. Near many lakes, ATV and
snowmobile trails! MLS#141789

#

RE/MAX

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Sales are great!
WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!
Thinking of selling?
Contact us for afree property evaluation.

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com - www.bicrealty.com

LAKE VERMILION Large island on Frazer
Bay. Approx. 5.75 acres and 1,500 ft Iksh.
Near public access and rivate marina.
Multiple bldg. sites. MLS #127863 $199,000

CRANE LAKE Spacious 3 BR, 3 BA,
2,600+ sq ft, w/o bsmt., tuck under garage,
and lots of storadge 2.3 acre pine covered
lot. Home is sold w/contract for dockage w/
Handbe4g s Marina up to 202

MLS #141980 NEW LISTING' $450,000

COOK 11+ acres undeveloped w/views of
Frazer Bay. Several flat and level building
sites w/po ential for panoramic lake views.
MLS #141098 PRICE JUST REDUCED!

VIRGINIA 2+ BR, 1-1/2 BA home, updated
kitchen, DR and LR w/original hardwood.
Unfinished basement with 1/2 BA.

MLS# 141911 $52,500

WE ARE LOOKING FOR LISTINGS!

Properties are selling fast. If you’ve thought
about selling now is the time!! We are here to
help you make the right decisions and guide
you through every step of the process! Free
market analysis available. No obligation
contact. Contact us today and let us help you
with your property needs! ~ B.I.C. Realty

www.northmnlakes.com e david@northmnlakes.com
Serving Lake Vermlllon & Surrounding Area ‘

Each Office-is Independently-Owned-and"Operated
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Democracy on the edge

If Biden fails, America could well
descend into authoritarianism

Timemay wellberunning
out on American democracy.

Theelection of Joe Biden
and a razor thin Democratic
majority in Congress provid-
ed a chance for the country to
move away from the increas-
ingly authoritarian tilt of the
Republican Party.

For a time, it seemed
as if President Biden and
Democratic leaders had
learned the lessons of the
Obama administration, which
proved that efforts to achieve
bipartisan agreement, even
with the Republicans of old,
was futile. Yet, here we are
at the brink of Congress’s
summer recess, and it appears
that the White House and
Democratic leaders may be
falling for the same rope-a-
dope strategy that stymied the
Obama administration, clear-
ing the way for a Republican
resurgence in2010. The 2022
mid-terms could look a lot
like 2010 for any number of
reasons.

The Democrats have
long known that they have
justtwo years to demonstrate
that American democracy
can still meet the challenges
posed by the 21st Century.
And President Biden talks
a good game. He has an
ambitious agenda to grow
the economy from the bot-
tom-up, address climate
change, and make life a little
easier foraverage Americans.
All of Biden’s wish list is
popular with Americans.
Mostofitis populareven with
Republicans. His proposals
would make a real difference
in people’s lives and just
might help voters connect
those benefits with a certain
party preference.

It would be nice to think
that the future of American
democracy didn’t hinge on
the election of one party over
another, but that is the reality
that we face today. The hard-
right authoritarianism repre-
sented by a Republican Party
controlled by Donald Trump
and his supportersisn’t going
away. In fact, it’s getting
worse, through a process of
political de-evolution within
the GOP that appears to have
no bottom and is increasingly
attracting the most extreme
individuals. When the only
standard is fealty to Donald
Trump, there are no standards.

A Trumpist GOP might
seem unelectable, but there
are factors that provide the
Republicans innate advan-
tage. The Senate, for one,
is inherently undemocratic
because it provides outsized
representation to small, rural
states, which have shown a
greater affinity for Trump and
his authoritarian tendencies.
One and a half million res-
idents of the Dakotas, after
all, are represented by four
senators, while 39 million

Californians are represented
by just two.

The Senate filibuster
gives states like the Dakotas,
which are far outside the
American mainstream, virtual
veto power over policies that
would benefit the vast major-
ity of Americans, including
many of their own citizens.

Extreme gerrymander-
ing, which the GOPundertook
with extraordinary precision
during the 2010 redistrict-
ing, has kept Democrats at
a tremendous disadvantage
in the U.S. House. In state
after state, Democratic can-
didates for the House rou-
tinely win more votes than
the GOP candidates overall,
but those state delegations
are often overwhelmingly
tilted in favor of Republicans
because gerrymandering
has roped large numbers of
Democratic voters into a
small number of congres-
sional districts. Nationally,
Democrats have regularly
drawn more votes in House
races than Republicans, yet
after several such elections,
Republicans still maintain
large majorities in the House.

What’s more,
Republicans in control of
state governments have spent
the past few months passing
new laws designed to restrict
voting, particularly by people
of color, who tend to vote
Democratic. The impact of
these laws vary by state, but
they were designed to give
Republicans the advantage
in coming elections.

Add to this the weight
of history, which shows that
the party in power regularly
loses seats in their first mid-
term, and it’s apparent that
even witharemarkable string
of Biden policy successes,
Democrats will face an uphill
fight in next year’s election.
The deck really is stacked
against them.

That is why our democ-
racy is in trouble. The GOP
is demonstrating that it
has largely abandoned the
concept of fair elections.
When given power, they
use it to restrict voting or to
shift the power of deciding
elections to legislatures they
control. When they lose a fair
election, they falsely cry fraud
tojustify furtherundermining
of the democratic process. It’s
a race to the bottom, fed by
falsehoods.

Trump and his ilk feed
off the sense that democracy
is broken, which is why his
supporters want failure in
Washington. Effective gov-
ernment is the best medicine
against the disease of author-
itarianism. If Trump and his
allies ride back to power on
the coattails of Democratic
failurein 2022 and 2024, they
will have no intention of ever
relinquishing their grip.

[ON

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Letters from Readers

Cancellation of the
Blueberry/Art Festival

Many hands came to the aid
after last Friday’s storm. The
Chamber is grateful for all the
support from so many different
people, businesses, and organi-
zations. Organizing an event of
this magnitude is always very
challenging, and when the unex-
pected occurs, the outpouring of
supportis sincerely welcomed and
appreciated.

TheElyChamberof Commerce
would like to provide additional
information regarding the cancel-
ation of the Blueberry/Art Festival
on Friday night, July 23. The
Chamber recognizes the concerns
raised by festival vendors and the
general public, which include the
following:

CANCELLATION: As the
organizer of the Blueberry/Art
Festival, the Ely Chamber of
Commerce reserves the park
permits and carries event liability
insurance. Based on the level of
devastation existing on Friday
night, they determined the festival
could not go on. Approximately
two-thirds of vendor booths
sustained damage ranging from
moderate to completely destroyed.
Concerns over the remaining
standing trees and the extent of
damage they received were yet
another reason for the decision.
Many of the large trees in the park
have gone through two previous
straight-line wind events, so a third
eventmade public safety even more
concerning. When the event was
canceled, the event permits and
insurance ceased; for this reason,
the remaining vendors needed to
vacate the park.

DIFFERENT VENUE: Each
location must have event liability
insurance coverage. To provide
some context, the Chamber begins
planning the event in November.
The layout for the festival is a
labor-intensive process requiring
three staff members across two
days. Shifting forty or fifty booths
to a different location in eleven
hours (in the dark) was logistically
not an option.

INSURANCE: The Ely
Chamber of Commerce carries
event liability insurance. It does
not cover loss of event revenue or
damage to vendor booths or their

merchandise. Each vendor is
responsible for maintaining their
insurance as per festival policies.
Vendor liability insurance has a
range of coverage, which may
or may not include merchandise,
tents or booths, and other items.
Contrary to some public commen-
tary, the Chamber is not receiving
insurance money for canceling
the event.

Considering all of these factors
we were left with the difficult
decision to cancel the remainder
of the weekend.

TheElyChamberof Commerce
would like to thank everyone who
came to Whiteside Park immedi-
ately following the storm. Vendors
have shared their gratitude for the
assistance. Many vendors stated
that they could not have packed up
the remains of their booth without
community assistance. It was an
overwhelming experience to see
their booths and merchandise
destroyed, but the kindness shown
by the community lifted vendors’
hearts.

The Chamber would like to
also thank:

»The City of Ely, including
Interim Mayor Novak, the entire
City Council, Harold Langowski,
Casey Velcheff, and all the city
workers for their support before,
during, and following the event.

»Chief Houde and the Ely
Police Department for the addi-
tional support they provided
throughout Friday, Friday night,
and Saturday.

»Each year the Chamber
hires the Ely Hoop Club to help
maintain and clean the park during
the festival. Tom Omerza worked
nonstop Friday night after the storm
and throughout the day on Saturday
to remove debris from the park.

»The G-Men provided addi-
tional large roll-offs on Friday
night and emptied them early
on Saturday morning. With the
number of tents damaged in the
storm, the dumpsters quickly filled.
Thank you for assisting with debris
removal.

To provide additional support
for vendors, the Chamber created
a virtual Blueberry/Art Festival,
which allows vendors to sell
their products online. If anyone
would like to provide financial
support to vendors who suffered
damages, those vendors are listed
at the virtual festival page https://

www.ely.org/virtual-blueberry-
art-festival/. The link is also listed
on the Ely.org homepage under
Upcoming Events.

The Harvest Moon Festival is
still on for Sept. 10-12 in Whiteside
Park. Many of the Blueberry/Art
vendors are attending. Watch for
additional details as the fall festival
grows closer.

Eva Sebesta,

Executive Director

Ely Chamber of Commerce

Novak highlights his
connections

The severity of the storm last
Friday really hit the city by sur-
prise. Unfortunately, the Chamber
of Commerce decided to cancel
the remainder of the event before
having discussions with city staff.
The city was not going to interfere
in the chamber’s decision because
it was their event. That being
said, I had good discussions with
Sen. Tom Bakk and Rep. Rob
Ecklund. Both had offered support
and would get it from the state if
necessary. I had additional discus-
sions with Sen. Bakk regarding
the city of Ely’s bonding request
for next year’s legislative session.
As the chair of the Senate bonding
committee, Sen. Bakk confirmed
that the Senate bonding commit-
tee will visit Ely to discuss the
city’s bonding request. Continued
discussion resulted in Sen. Bakk
commiitting to the bonding commit-
tee members staying at the Grand
Ely Lodge in Ely. I want to thank
my good friend of many year’s
for making these commitments. I
have high hopes for success in the
bonding process next year.

Chuck Novak

Mayor of Ely

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay
encourages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790, or
email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

How low’s the water, mama? ...Five feet low and dropping

After weeks

of smoke-filled
air blowing in
from uncon-
trolled wild-
fires scattered
across the U.S.
and Canada, and
WOITISOmE NEWS
reports of falling
water levels at
western reser-
voirs that supply

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

places like Las

Vegas and Los Angeles,

getting a little
scary. Even
Minnesota,
famous for
its bounti-
ful stores of
fresh water,
is feeling the
pinch. Nearly
75 percent
of our state
is suffering
with severe
drought con-

ditions. How long can these

most of us don’t need weather extremes go on?

convincing that things are

Well, some weather experts

are suggesting this could
become our “new normal”.
If that’s true, we may want
to start taking the warning
signs more seriously.
I'scan my surroundings
as a daily habit, noticing
anything out of the ordi-
nary in my little piece of
heaven. Visible signs of our
dwindling water resources
are becoming more evident
everywhere I look. For
example, [enjoy mushroom
hunting and normally make
frequent visits to my tried
and true locations. This

year, none of them have
produced a single ‘shroom
due to the lack of any cool,
rainy weather. I’ve noticed
changes among stands of
aspen and balsam fir. This
week, while driving south
on Highway 53 from Cook
toward Virginia, the rock
ridge that I call “Idington
Pass”, was a mosaic of
variegated dull green and
brown, the unmistakeable
look of drought-stressed
trees. I recall the stories
about northern Minnesota
in 1976-77, when the leaf-

less landscape looked like
November in July due to
extremely dry weather,
part of another nationwide
drought.

Nowin2021, ourcreek
has been dry since the first
of July. The nearby beaver
dam that had grown to the
size of asmall lake,isnow a
small puddle. And there are
no beavers in sight. We’ve
moved the pump that waters
our garden from there to a
spot 800 feet downstream
where some water still
stands. Despite our efforts

to conserve, that precious
moisture sometimes seems
to evaporate before it can
even hit the ground.

One day last week,
while wrapping up an early
morning phone call, the
view outside my window
began to darken. I thought
it was just another day of
thick smoke. But minutes
later, I realized a storm was
moving in with that heavy
pall of darkness that usually
bodes something big! Then

See WATER...pg. 5
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The ostrich
should be our
national symbol

Consider this: we
were warned about global
warming by the Swedish
chemist Svante Arrhenius
in 1896. We were re-awak-
ened during the Greening
of America and Earth Day
(1970) fifty years ago. We
have been reminded by

AIS...Continued from page 3

the introduction of invasive
species from boats and
trailers, monitoring the
chemistry of the water to
look atthelevels of calcium
which are essential for the
growth of zebra mussels,
and physically checking
traps set in the river for the
presence of immature zebra
mussels.

Ryan Logan, a St.
Louis County on-site
wastewater manager, and
Paige Melius, a St. Louis
County planner, spent the
morning in Tower on July
23 along with a group of
active AIS volunteers. Both
Logan and Melius work on

COVID...Continued from page 3

This particular variant is
taking over in terms of the
proportion of cases.”

Minnesota has one of
the lowestinfectionrates in
the country right now, but
the delta variant is driving
a significant increase in
the number of daily cases
reported by MDH. On
Monday, the state report-
ed 424 new COVID-19
infections.

“We were routinely
seeing daily COVID cases
falling below 100 new
cases perday amonth ago,”
Malcolm said.

Epidemiologists esti-
mate that the delta variant
is at least 50 percent more
contagious than the pre-
dominant variant in March,
the UK variant, which was
itself 50 percent more trans-
missible than the original
coronavirus strain. The
delta-driven surge in other
parts of the country has led
some political leaders to
reinstate indoor masking
requirements and restric-
tions on business activities.
The Centers for Disease
Control is now recom-
mending both vaccinated

WATER...Continued from page 4

the rain came. Monstrous
dropsinaheavy downpour!
Impulsively, I ran outside,
lifted my arms in the air and
yes, hooped up a storm —
a spontaneous gesture of
elation and relief. I stood
there in sheer delight, just
letting myself be thorough-
ly drenched. In that moment
I knew, way down, deep
inside, just how precious
water really is!

We, Minnesotans with
our 10,000 lakes, some of
which are the largest repos-
itories of freshwater on the
planet, together with our
seemingly endless network
of rivers, creeks, and wet-
lands, could easily take this
all for granted. Sometimes
we act like our water supply
isinfinite, beyond any harm
we couldinflictuponit. But
challenging times like these
should surely give us pause.
We may think it is one big
endless cycle of evapora-
tion and precipitation, there
to meet our every need. But
it is far more complicated
than that and certainly more
fragile.

Yes, the “closed”
system of our atmosphere
may look like it efficiently
manages our water supply,
but a drought like this
should show us that we
don’t always get what we
want. In fact, sometimes
we don’t even get what

the annual United Nations’
international conferences
in, for example, Kyoto
(1997) and Paris (2015);and
were shocked by the several
Assessment Reports of the
U.N.’s Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCCQ).

Starting in 1958,
NOAA has measured
carbon dioxide levels in
the air at Mauna Loa,
Hawaii, starting at 315 ppm
and relentlessly reaching

Letters from Readers

415 ppm in 2019. Now
we continue to ignore the
reality of global warming
and its all-too-tangible
threats. These come in the
forms of extreme weather
events such as flooding,
droughts, and wildfires,
the rise of sea levels, wide-
spread coral death, loss of
glaciers and permafrost,
and rapid extinction rates
of plantand animal species,
among other symptoms.
The economic impacts are

immense, and we know that
human activities, particu-
larly the burning of fossil
fuels, are the cause.

Yet for several years
our apparently disposable
income has been soaked up
by things such as gas-guz-
zling SUVs and pickup
trucks, which have been
the hottest-selling items at
auto dealerships (who com-
plain when electric vehicles
are promoted). Motorized
recreational vehicles on

land (RVs, ATVs, OHVs,
ORVs etc.) and water (jet-
skis, wake-boats, pontoon
boats, etc.) are surging.
Electricity-gobbling cryp-
tocurrencies are popular,
with no physical benefit.
Billionaires like Richard
Branson, Jeff Bezos, and
Elon Musk promote space
travel for the masses, and
apparently serious people
talk about colonizing and/
or extracting resources
from other celestial objects,

all at huge expense in
money and fossil fuels.

This is something
we can do individually,
with our personal choices,
without waiting for the
politicians. We had better
get our heads out of the
sand soon and help slow
this preventable disaster,
for the health of our planet
and its inhabitants.

John C. Green

Duluth

AIS issues as part of their
regular job duties.

The field day included
a brief welcome by Tower
Mayor Orlyn Kringstad,
who spoke about the impor-
tance of the harbor area
to Tower’s early history,
and the hopes that the lake
connections will bring
commerce into the Tower
area once again.

“We want to keep the
harbor area and East Two
River channel pristine and
free of AIS,” he said.

Kringstad said the city
hopes to limit boat access
to the river to the existing
launch site at the Your Boat

Club marina. An additional
canoe and kayak launch
area is also planned in the
harbor area, but they are
not seen as a concern for
spreading AIS.

“The East Two River
is a risk area for zebra
mussels,” AIS team
member Craig Beveroth
said, “and the calcium
levels are highest when
the flow is low.” This year,
due to the drought, river
and lake levels are both
extremely low right now.

Zebra mussels can
be spread lake-to-lake by
boats, trailers, and fishing
equipment that come from

lakes with zebra mussel
infestations.

While zebra mussels
are a constant concern,
Lovgren said there is cir-
cumstantial evidence that
the lake’s water chemistry
would not be suitable to
zebra mussel survival.

“But we still need to
do a lot of work on early
detection,” he said.

Tod Van Norman,
general manager of Your
Boat Club’s Tower loca-
tion, said they have strict
protocols in place to inspect
and clean any boats being
launched into the river.
In addition, boats owned

by the boat club spend
their entire summer in
Vermilion, so are not track-
ing in outside vegetation
or AIS.

“All our staff takes
classesonpreventing AIS,”
said Norman. Your Boat
Club has also invested in
a hot-water, high-pressure
boat washer unit.

Participants got a
close-up look at the zebra
mussel sampler units, still
in use, that were built back
in 2016 by students at the
Vermilion Country School,
with materials purchased
by the VLA.

The field day also

included a demonstration
of veliger sampling done
with a plankton net, as well
as results from previous
sampling efforts.

VLAhas amajor focus
on preventing the spread of
AIS into Lake Vermilion.
They also work to inform
their members about the
issue through their quar-
terly newsletter magazine.
You can learn more about
the group at vermilionlak-
eassociation.com.

and unvaccinated individ-
uals wear masks indoors
if they live in areas with
significant or high spread.

Malcolm noted that
there are no plans to reim-
plement restrictions in
Minnesota at this time, but
that the best way to insure
against future restrictions
is for the unvaccinated to
get the shot.

Troubling trend

The current surge is
projected to intensify in the
nextfew months, leading to
anexpected peak in October
of 60,000 new cases and
850 deaths aday nationally,
accordingtothe COVID-19
Scenario Modeling Hub, a
consortium of researchers
helping the CDC track the
pandemic’s trajectory.

The projection is a
synthesis of 10 different
models and assumes in
its most likely scenario
that 70 percent of eligible
people are vaccinated,
whichis well below current
levels. It also assumes
a transmission rate of
60 percent for the delta
variant. Currently, only
Hawaii, Massachusetts,

and Vermont have reached
a 70 percent vaccination
level, while 14 states are
still below 50 percent. As
of Tuesday, 66.7 percent
of Minnesotans age 12 and
over had received at least
one vaccine dose.

In a worst-case projec-
tion, about 240,000 people
would be infected and
about 4,000 people would
die each day at the peak,
nearly equivalent to the
nationwide rates last winter.

Malcolm noted that
some have now started
calling this a “pandem-
ic of the unvaccinated,”
and Ehresmann reinforced
that over 99.9 percent
of people vaccinated in
Minnesota have not con-
tracted COVID-19.

“We have had a total
of 3,886 vaccine break-
through cases documented
in Minnesota among over
three million fully vacci-
nated Minnesotans. That’s
a breakthrough rate of less
thanone-tenth of apercent,”
she said. “Vaccines protect
against COVID-19disease,
including the variants. And
they’re especially good at

protecting against severe
disease from COVID-19.”

School concerns

Two developments
have prompted state offi-
cials to closely monitor
what’s happening around
the country relative to
the fast-approaching new
school year.

On Monday, the CDC
issued a new recommenda-
tion thatall school students,
teachers, and staff wear
masks to lessen the spread
of COVID-19. Meanwhile,
Ehresmann said that a
hoped-for emergency use
authorization of vaccines
for children under 12 years
old likely won’t be forth-
coming until late in the fall.

First-dose vaccination
rates among those 12 to 15
years old are the lowest of
any eligible age group in
the state at 40 percent. To
start school fully vaccinat-
ed, which is considered to
be two weeks after receiv-
ing a second shot of the
Pfizer vaccine, the only one
approved for those under
16, students needed to get
their first dose this week.

Early in the pandemic,

we need. If you must have
a poignant example to
understand this, look up
the region in East Africa
near Mt. Kilimanjaro.
Approximately 1,700,000
people live at the bottom
of that iconic peak and
have depended upon its
snowmelt for thousands
of years for their survival.
These glacial melts are pre-
dicted to completely vanish
by the year 2030. “Woke”
westerners in the U.S. are
worrying about this very
same problem as snowmelt
from the Rockies continues
to diminish, threatening to
leave millions of Americans
bone dry.

Iand my family recent-
ly had our own “wake-up
call” last weekend when
we planned a long-awaited
day of fishing together on
a nearby lake. It was to be
our reunion of sorts after
not seeing one another
during the many months of
the pandemic lock-down.
Over morning breakfast,
we chose which lake to
explore, prepared our rods,
dug for worms, packed the
snack pack, and filled the
cooler with plenty of ice-
cold drinks. It was going to
be hot, but we were ready
for a fun-filled gorgeous
day together!

The landing was quiet
when we arrived. After the

usual hubbub of launching
the boat, we were ready
to get out on the lake.
Everything went fine until
we tried to pull the trailer
out of the water and back
to the parking lot. To
our dismay, we discov-
ered we were stuck! No
amount of pulling would
free the back tire from the
DNR’s concrete launch
pad. We had failed to notice
how dangerously low the
lake’s water level had
gotten after months of no
rain. Inadvertently, we’d
dropped the wheel over the
end block. Our fishing trip
seemed sabotaged. Withno
helpin sight, we were left to
luck and our own ingenuity.
After a lot of grunting
and a few rounds of choice
expletives, we were finally
able to extricate ourselves
from the predicament, but
only after a 60-mile round
trip home to retrieve neces-
sary tools, and many hours
of struggle and hard labor
to straighten a bent axel.
We watched the day
wane, but in a decisive
moment we broke from
our misery and jumped
into the boat to pursue that
nice stringer of blue gills
we’d been dreaming about
all day. With luck on our
side, we found a hotspot. It
wasn’tlong before we had a
generous meal. To top it off,

we also happened to catch
an unforgettable spectacle.
A huge, blood-red sun as
it slowly dropped into the
lake!

Back atthelanding, we
were able to load the boat
onto adamaged trailer, pack
everything up in the dark,
and limp ourselves safely
home, happy and grateful
for the experience — every
single part of it!

This will surely be a
story we’ll tell time and
time again, with laughter
for sure, and our forever
take-away. With all these
reservoirs, rivers, creeks
and crops going dry, and no
end in sight, we vowed to
stop our complaining about
rain, and never take water
for granted again.

Title inspired by the
song by Johnny Cash “Five
Feet High and Rising”
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children were believed
to be less susceptible
to the coronavirus than
adults. Subsequent con-
trolled studies have instead
found that the incidence
of infection is compa-
rable across groups age
five and up, according to
the CDC. Children have
shown less severe health
effects when infected with
prior coronavirus strains,
but Ehresmann said there
is evidence that the delta
variant may cause more
severe illness.

Malcolm said MDH
and the state Department
of Education are working
closely together to monitor
developments and develop
appropriate guidelines for
schools, and that unlike the

safe schools requirements
of last year they were
looking at recommenda-
tions, not mandates, leaving
it up to local districts to
decide the best courses of
action for their conditions.

Ehresmann said that
the best way to protect
unvaccinated children s for
people who are eligible to
get vaccinated.

“The best way we can
surround those kids with
protection is for the rest
of the community to be as
highly vaccinated as possi-
ble,” she said.

On Wednesday, state
officials recommended
that schools follow the
new CDC guidelines for
masking.
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Aug. 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

meet Aug. 12

SOUDAN- The North-
ern Red Hat Belles will
meet on Thursday, Aug. 12
at 12 noon at the Vermilion
Park Inn in Soudan. A salad
luncheon with dessert and
beverage will be served for
$12. Please make reserva-
tions by Aug. 9 to Linda at
612-916-1918. New mem-
bers and guests are always
welcome.

Fourth of July
Donations

The Tower-Soudan
Lake Vermilion Events
Board would like to thank
the following individuals
and families for their dona-
tions this year.

Late donations are
still appreciated and will
be used for next year. Do-
nations can be mailed to:
PO Box 461, Tower, MN
55790.

Thank you to:

Broten Construction
Joseph & Janis Mesojedec
Joe & Laurie Nemanich
& kids, family of George
Nemanich

Toot Anderson

Jill Wagoner

Carmen & Ruth DeLuca
Heikkinen/Bjorgo families

Mass schedule
changes at
St. Martin’s

Father Beau Braun,
pastor at St. Martin’s, an-
nounced the following
changes to the Mass sched-
ule:

Masses:

Sunday- 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday- 9 a.m.

Friday - 9 a.m.

Adoration of the Bless-
ed Eucharist:

Monday- 2-8 p.m.

Wednesday- 8 a.m.

Friday- 8 a.m.

Confessions are heard
a half hour before each
Mass.

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- Lakeview Cem-
etery in Tower has been around
for over a hundred years, since
the late 1880s to be exact. The
present-day financial secretary
of the board that oversees the
cemetery, Leonard Stefanich, has
a well-preserved record book,
whose first entry dates to 1890,
though the oldest preserved re-
cords document the 1888 trans-
fer of the land that was to be-
come what was then called Lake
View Cemetery. The cemetery
was never owned by the city, but
by an association which oversaw
the property, an arrangement that
continues to this day.

Stefanich said the original
documents are a bit confusing.
The Minnesota Iron Company
did donate the land to the new-
ly-formed cemetery association
in 1890. It appears the mining
company had a purchase agree-
ment on the land, for one dollar,
which designated the platted area
to be for $4,000, though the min-
eral rights were reserved to the
mining company.

From the records of the
Tower Cemetery Association,
June 20, 1888

As duly received to my sat-
isfaction, I hereby give N.H. Al-
worth or assigns the option and
refusal until July 18 at 12 p.m.in
which to purchase of me the trust
of township of Spalding, which
remains unsold land situated in
Town 63R, 12 West of Minneso-
ta, comprising about a thousand
lots, more of less, Lot 2 & 3 of
SW Y of SE % of Sec. 23 and Lot
1 Sec. 26 Town 63 R. 12 West of
the 4th PM.

It is understood that all min-
eral rights is reserved and right
to mine without detriment to the
property according to blueprint
map in office at Duluth being
regs stuck in all lots that is con-
tracted as deeded for the sum of
FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS.
Gladstone, Delta Co. Michigan

TOWER-SOUDAN HISTORY

Lakeview cemelerv I‘BGOI‘(IS date hack over 130 years

within the above limited time
shall be sufficient and that ten
days further time will be allowed
as reasonable time in which to
complete said purchase.

The first written record in
the minutes book details the
certificate of incorporation, in
1990, for “the purpose of form-
ing an association for the pur-
pose of procuring and holding
lands within or near the city of
Tower...to be used for a ceme-
tery or place for the burial of the
dead, under and pursuant to Title
Five of Chapter 34 of the Gen-
eral Statutes of Minnesota,” and
further states the name of the as-
sociation to be the “Tower Cem-
etery Association.”

Initial costs for burial sites
were discussed at a later meet-
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ing, ranging from $5 for a single
grave to $20 for a 16’x16’ lot.
After the grounds were all plot-
ted out, it was determined that
the name of the new cemetery
should be called “Lake View
Cemetery,” though the records
show the cemetery was being
overseen by the Tower Ceme-
tery Association. Initially, the
cemetery grounds had one-third
set aside for Catholics, and two-
thirds set aside for Protestants.
There were also spots set aside
for soldiers.

Lake View Cemetery Asso-
ciation was mentioned just a lit-
tle. On July 1, 1908, a meeting
of the Lakeview Cemetery As-
sociation was held at City Hall.
On Aug. 26, 1909, a meeting of
the Tower Cemetery Association
was held. From 1910 to 1921,
there are no annual meeting min-
utes that are on file. On August
12, 1922, a special meeting of
the Tower Cemetery Association

was held at City Hall.

In October 1922, Iletters
were sent out to cemetery lot
owners asking that they donate
five dollars towards improving
the cemetery grounds.

“Today, those five dollars
would not go far,” said Stefanich.

In May 1923, 1,600 feet
of wire fence, two gates, and
enough posts to go around the
entire cemetery were purchased,
as approved by the cemetery
board.

Today, the cemetery serves
as the final resting place for fam-
ilies from the Tower-Soudan,
Lake Vermilion, and surrounding
township areas. The cemetery
is funded mainly by donations,
which are used to cover the
cost of maintaining the ceme-
tery grounds. Donations can be
mailed to Tower Cemetery Asso-
ciation, PO Box 874, Tower, MN
55790.

TOWER-SOUDAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
History Talks on Main Street kick off on Aug. 5 Ieaturmg the jingle dress

TOWER- Are you
curious about the history,
culture, and traditions of
the Tower-Soudan-Lake
Vermilion community?
The Tower-Soudan His-
torical Society brings his-
tory back to life through
a series of History Talks
in August. The topics in-
clude The Jingle Dress;
The Skala Bar Story; and
Immigrants in the North-
land.

The series kicks off
on Thursday, Aug. 5 with
Adrienne Rose, a jingle
dress dancer from the
Nett Lake sector of Bois
Forte Reservation. She
will speak about its ori-
gin, protocols, two styles
of jingle dress, and the
spiritual importance for
the Native community.
The jingle dress (known
as ziibaaska’ iganagooday
in Ojibwe) features rows
of metal cones that jingle
as the dancer moves.

The talk is will be
held on Thursday, Aug,
5 at 2 p.m. in the Coach
Train Car at the Tower
Train Depot Museum at
404 Pine Street, across
from the Civic Center in
Tower. There is no cost
to attend. Coach Car 81
is air conditioned. Wa-

ter and lemonade will be
available.

A Self-Guided Histo-
ry Tour Map will be dis-
tributed to each event at-
tendee. The map includes
a compilation of thirty
historic landmarks and
places of interest in the
Tower-Soudan-Lake Ver-
milion community. The
map brochure was created
by the Tower-Soudan His-
torical Society to encour-
age residents, visitors,
and tourists to discover
the history of our area
through the places, the
stories, and the people.

“Everyone should
learn their community’s
history.  These history
talks and the self-guided
maps will stimulate fur-
ther interest in exploring
our area’s history,” said
Linda Haugen, TSHS
volunteer. “I tell every-
one I meet about all the
interesting places we have
in our area, and this map
brings it all together in
one handy brochure. It’s
wonderful! Everyone
needs to have a map so
they can learn and appre-
ciate Tower’s history.”

The History Talks
on Main Street and the
self-guided map projects

were inspired by the rich
history of the Historic
Tower Fire Hall located at
504 Main Street. “In my
research for grant appli-
cations I realized there is
so much history that can
be learned by visiting the
many historical sites in
our community. These
historic places of interest
have a direct connection
to our past and allow peo-
ple to personally experi-
ence where history hap-
pened first-hand. It helps
us to respect and honor
our ancestors who came
before us,” said Nancy
Larson, TSHS Vice-Pres-
ident.

The unique build-
ing, constructed in 1895,
is listed on the National
Register of Historic Plac-
es and is being restored
by the Tower-Soudan
Historical Society. The
roof was replaced in July
and the exterior masonry
is planned to be rehabili-
tated in 2022. Donations
are appreciated to the His-
toric Fire Hall Restoration
Fund. TSHS is a 501 (c)
(3) non-profit organiza-
tion and your donation is
tax deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by federal
law.

Adrienne Rose (on right) showing off some jin-
gle dresses. submitted photo

Future History Talks:
Immigrants of the North-
land will be presented by
Karel Winkelaar at Sulu’s
Espresso Café patio on
Monday, Aug. 9 at 7 p.m.
Bring a lawn chair in case
the patio fills up.

The Skala Bar Story
will be presented by Ran-
dy Semo at the Good OI’

Days on Tuesday, Aug. 24
at 2:30 p.m. Randy will
tell the story and treat you
to a tour of the bar and its
many secrets during the
early years of lawlessness
when Tower issued 22 li-
quor licenses.
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Fridays 4-6 PM
at the Train Depot
JULY 30 is
KIPS DAY

and Mixed
Precipitation
Pop-up Theater!

Kids Day and Opera
Performance at
Tower Farmers
Market on July 30

TOWER- The Tower
Farmers Market will hold
its annual Kids Day on
Friday, July 30, with free
snacks and outdoor activ-
ities for all kids. Market
hours are 4-6 p.m.

The market will also
host a pop-up performance
by Mixed Precipitation
Theater at about 5 p.m.

that day. This excerpt from
“The Pickup Truck Opera,
Volume 1: The Odyssey”
is based on Homer's epic
tale of Odysseus and the
shenanigans that ensue
as he travels home after
the Trojan War. The per-
formance is suitable for
all ages and interests in
ancient Greek literature.
Mixed Precipitation will
bring a 25 foot-long trail-
er to serve as a stage for
the performance, which is
about 25 minutes long.
Bring vyour lawn

chairs. Free-will dona-
tions will be accepted after
the performance.

A full-length perfor-
mance of “The Pickup
Truck Opera, Volume 1:
The Odyssey” can be seen
on Saturday, July 31 at
Early Frost Farms, 7273
Palo Tia Rd. in Embarrass.

Visit Mixed Precipita-
tion on Facebook for more
info.

Tower-Soudan
Class of 1966 to
meet Aug. 8

VERMILION LAKE
TWP- The Tower-Soudan
Class of 1966 will meet
on Sunday, Aug. 8 at 4
p.m. at Neighbor’s BBQ
(the old Black Bear Café¢).
All classmates and spous-
es are welcome to attend.
Everyone will order off
the menu. Please RSVP by
calling Pat S. at 218-741-
9225 or Faye T. at 218-
753-4877.
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Voters will select a new mayor on Aug. 10

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - Voters here
will go to the polls on
Tuesday, Aug. 10 to vote
in a special election to
fill the position of mayor.
Ely council member
Heidi Omerza and former
Ely council member and
mayor Roger Skraba sur-
vived a primary election
earlier this spring to move
on to the general election.

The Ely Senior
Center voting location
will be open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on Aug. 10.

Early, or absentee,
voting for the special
election continues until
Monday, Aug. 9 at Ely
City Hall during normal
business hours. The city
will also provide for
extended hours for absen-
tee voting on Saturday,
Aug. 7 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. and on Monday,
Aug. 9 from 8§ a.m.to 5
p.m.

To learn more about
the candidates and their
positions, the Timberjay
asked them to respond to
five questions. Here are
their answers.

1. Please provide
some brief biographical
information including
personal information
(family, education, work
history, etc.) and any
experiences or public
service that you think
qualifies you to be
mayor of Ely.

Heidi Omerza is
married to Tom Omerza,
President of Frandsen
Bank, school board
member and assistant girls
basketball coach. They
have four children, Elliot,
Evan, Eric, and Elizabeth.
The boys all graduated
from Ely School District;
Elizabeth is in the 11th
grade.

Heidi graduated from
Hamline University.

Heidi Omerza

lowing boards: Ely
Economic Development
Authority as President,
Park and Recreation,
Library, Employee
Relations, Insurance, and
Negotiations. Statewide
she serves on the
Coalition of Greater MN
Cities Board and Greater
MN Partnership, and

is past President of the
League of MN Cities and
the Coalition of Greater
MN Cities.

Roger Skraba was
born and raised in Ely.
He graduated from Ely
Memorial High and went
to North Dakota State
University where he grad-
uated with a Bachelor
of Science degree in
Construction Management
and a minor in Political
Science. He was hon-
orably discharged from
the U.S .Army Reserves
and Minnesota National
Guard after nine years
of service. He worked
for Cold Spring Granite
Company for two years
after graduating from
NDSU and moved back
to Ely. He was elected to
City Council twice and
then as Mayor three times.
He currently is chairman
of the St. Louis County
Planning Commission and
vice chair of the Board
of Adjustment. He is also
the chair of Club Mesabi,
Mesabi Bike Trail. He
is also the trail adminis-
trator for the Tomahawk
Snowmobile Trail and the
local snowmobile trails.

LY
Roger Skraba

He is a member of the Ely
Honor Guard.

2. Why do you want
to be the mayor of Ely?

Omerza: I have
served on the Ely City
Council for 13 years and
during my tenure we have
successfully navigated
numerous local, state,
and national issues which
affect our community
members. I strive to listen
to concerns, in order to
find common ground and
the best path forward on
issues. I am passionate
about our community and
have a proven track record
of experience yielding
positive results. I have
been president of several
state-wide organizations;
I have good working rela-
tionships at the state and
federal level that can be
relied upon to help Ely
when needed.

Skraba: To represent
Ely’s diverse community
at various levels of gov-
ernment. I’ve done this
before. As Mayor I was
one of seven, not the one
of seven. If elected I will
also save taxpayers the
burden of another special
election which will cost
thousands of dollars and
eat up valuable staff time.

3. As mayor, what
can we count on you to
accomplish that your
opponent cannot or will
not?

Omerza: As mayor I
will provide steady and
sound leadership that

makes sense to all of Ely.
I will continue to promote
the use of technology and
infrastructure to better our
community. Our current
high speed fiber down-
town internet project can
and should be expanded
to help service individual
homes within the commu-
nity. The ability to work
from home is key to the
new economy and Ely’s
future. Additionally,
the west end with the
Trailhead building will be
a great place year-round
for residents and tourists
alike. I am committed to
moving these and other
key projects forward.

Skraba: Not sure I get
this question. Again, the
Mayor is one of seven. I
consider Council member
Omerza an equal and if
the will of the council
wants to pursue an issue
that’s what the Mayor
does.

4. The current
worker shortage is
due in part to lack of
housing and daycare for
people who might want
to take those jobs in this
City. What is your plan
and timeline for solving
those problems?

Omerza: Ely has
a housing/workforce
shortage, but this is also
nationwide issue. We
solve this locally by
working cooperatively
with the HRA, Chamber,
Ely Area Joint Powers
Group, and other organi-
zations to collaborate on
solutions. The current
focus on west end devel-
opment project must
continue with razor sharp
focus. The expansion of
5th Avenue West would
allow for developable
land for much needed
future housing projects.
Additionally, I am on
the actively engaged in
community daycare task-
force. We are working on

She serves on the fol- finding an immediate yet

viable model for sustain-
able childcare.

Skraba: This problem
plagues every city no
matter the size. The best
we can do is find a private
investor who will work
with the public dollars
meant for housing and
daycare. This issue is
not an easy one that gets
solved overnight. The
competition for local,
state, federal and charita-
ble dollars is great and I
plan on going after those
dollars with the council’s
permission. The key is
finding a partner we can
trust.

5. What City infra-
structure improvements
will you push for even if
it means raising taxes?

Omerza: We now
have a proactive approach
to infrastructure in which
we strive to make con-
tinuous improvements
within a modest or zero
levy increase. Therefore,
we seek outside grants,
funding, and partnerships
in order to achieve our
goals in a fiscally respon-
sible model. There is a
process that the City of
Ely goes through to make
certain that we are align-
ing with state and county
projects and therefore
using tax dollars wisely. I
will continue to advocate
so Ely gets its “fair share”
when it comes to things
like trail funding, local
government aid, and other
funds.

Skraba: Last time I
was Mayor we looked into
a central heating system
from wood chips for our
community. In order for it
to work we would’ve had
to raise taxes. We didn’t
pursue the project not
just because of that but it
weighed heavily at that
time. Nobody wants to
pay more but if we need
infrastructure to survive
as a community I would
support those needs, even
if it meant raising taxes.

ELY — The Tuesday
Group community lunch
gathering meets at noon
every Tuesday at the
Grand Ely Lodge.

» Aug. 3: Tanner Ott,
Alley A Realty will offer
an update on development
in downtown Ely.

Local students

honored at Bemidji

BEMIDJI-Amanda
Bendel,astudentfromEly,
wasplacedonBemidji State
University’s President’s
list for the Spring 2021
semester.

Also, several local
students were placed on
the 2021 semester Dean’s
List, including Morgan
Housey, Ryne Prigge,
Jacqueline Taylor, and
Evan Wognum.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

devastation looms
with a short burst nature speaks

the result is loud

OUR COMMUNITY

Concert to benefit trail project

ELY - As riders get
their first taste of the new
single-track mountain bike
trails at Hidden Valley,
the Ely Nordic Ski and
Bike Club is planning an
outdoor music fundraiser
in “the bow]” as part of its
efforts to fund the project’s
completion by this fall.

The community is
invited to come to Hidden
Valley on Saturday Aug.
7, beginning at 6 p.m., for
anevening of fun featuring
music, drink, dance, food,
play, biking, and hiking to
helpraise funds to maintain
and grow the trails.

Tickets are $20 each
and can be purchased at
https://www .eventbrite.
com/e/david-huckfelt-
and-special-guests-tick-
ets. Can’t join but still
want to support the trails?
Donate at https://gofund.
me/e82d6aab.

Ely’sownJef Cierniak
and Andy Messerschmidt
will take the stage to start

the evening. With the
building of a deck on the
back of the chalet and some
landscaping to the bowl
below, the club created a
space for outdoor gather-
ings,award ceremonies for
races, and a variety of live
performances.

The new space will be
showcased with a perfor-
mance by David Huckfelt,
singer, lyricist,activistand
founding front man of The
Pines.

Joining Huckfelt for
the second time on an Ely
stage, Annie Humphrey
is a singer, songwriter
and visual artist born and
raised on the Leech Lake
Reservation in Northern
Minnesota.

A fixture on the road
with Huckfelt, multi-in-
strumentalist Jeremy
Ylvisaker has worked
with John Prine, Bon Iver,
Bruce Hornsby, Jenny
Lewis, Andrew Bird, Anais
Mitchell, Brother Ali,

members of Prince’s New
Power Generation ,and The
Suburbs.

Guests can bring
chairs and blankets as
well as their own bev-
erages. Team Borealis
Mountain Bike Team will
be selling a variety of
beverages and Wilderness
Woodfire Pizza will be
on site selling handmade,
specialty pizzas.

Proceeds from the
show will help fund the
completion of the Hidden
Valley mountain bike
trail project. The first two
loops of single-track trail
are now open, with tem-
porary signs in place. All
riders should wear helmets,
observe proper directions
and safety guidelines,
ride within their skill
level and at their own risk.
Links for event tickets and
the ENSBC GoFundMe
campaign can be found at
elynordic.org.

High school sports meeting set for Aug. 4

ELY - Memorial High School athletes planning to participate in fall sports are
asked to attend a sign-up meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 4, beginning at 6 p.m. in the

school gym.

The meeting is open to parents and students who plan to participate in cross country,
volleyball, football or girls swimming this fall, according to ISD 696 Athletic Director

Tom Coombe.

Coaches will address players with information about first practices and required
registration forms will be available. All student athletes must have a physical exam-

ination on file to participate.

For more information, contact Coombe at 218-235-1025.

online at timberjay.com

Tight squeeze through town

A 1950s-era house, originally built by Roy

and Elsie LeRoy on Shagawa Road in Ely,

was moved to a new location in Winton

last Wednesday. “They had a tight squeeze
between two utility poles in front of my
house,” said Winton resident Rita Koch. “They
had to ease it through with an excavator. It
was pretty cool to watch the whole process.”

photo courtesy of Rita Koch

Gé}?ﬁ;jqr
Humanities
Trust

We are now accepting

2021 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Fri., Sept. 24

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact

Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by mid-September
for help and review of their applications.

Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust.org

Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Wed., Sept. 1
to schedule a grant review meeting.

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 8