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Legislators reflect on session accomplishments
Bakk, Ecklund bring benefits to North Country

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL — As the
2021 special legislative session
wrapped up this past week, it was
clear that area lawmakers saw
plenty to like in the final bills
that emerged.

“I have a favorite day of
the session,” said Sen. Tom

Bakk, I-Cook, “the day after
we finished when I drive home,
because [ rarely turn on my radio.
“I just spend that time thinking
about things. I was thinking
about everything that happened
during the session, and I actually
pulled over and sent (Sen.David)

Tomassoni atext and said ‘David,
I’m thinking about all of the stuff
we got done and I can’t even
believe it.””

Perhaps at the top of the list
for both was achieving tax relief
forrecipients of federal Paycheck
Protection Program business

loans and additional unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.

“That was my bill,” Bakk
said. “Those two things together
were almost $700 million, and
it was a little bit of a struggle to
get done because it was pretty
expensive. But it was going to

be taxed, so that was a big deal.”
Rep. Rob Ecklund, DFL-
International Falls, agreed. “Our
businesses went through such a
such a jolt this past 15 months,”
Ecklund said. “They didn’t need
to worry about paying taxes on
something that the federal gov-
ernment wasn’t going to tax.”

See.STATE pg. 9
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The Ely Fourth of July parade, top, was held
Sunday. Jessica Renner, of Embarrass,

above, with Elliot, a Gypsy Cob horse from
Europe, in the Tower parade. Victoria Hintz,

below, of Orr, was in the Kiddie Parade.

Rose Zoellick, top, plugs her
ears at the sounds of the
Tower parade. Roger Kyquist,
2, above, of Ely, watches

the Northeast Range march-
ing band in Tower. An F-16
Fighting Falcon jet, left, flew
over Soudan and Ely on

Sunday. More photos inside.
Timberjay staff photos
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NORTHWOODS

CoC DA A TS ™

piragis.com

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts

plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.
Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak

Open Every Day 6 am - 9 pm

piragis.com

218 - 365 - 6745

boundarywaterscatalog.com

TOWER HARBOR

New frail
funding
anpnroved

Allows delayed trail
connection, kayak
route to move ahead

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — After two years of
waiting and hoping,city officials here
received some good news from the
state Legislature last week. A funding
plan approved by lawmakers includes
an extension for the second phase of
a harbor trail system that had been
mothballed after the mishandling of
the first phase of the project back in
2018-19.

The funding had originally been
approved by the Legislative-Citizen
Commission on MinnesotaResources,
orLCCMR,backin2016,but LCCMR
officials put a hold on the dollars after
the city made major changes to the first
phase of the project without seeking
required approval.

The extension means the city can
move forward with a $600,000 plan to
build apaved connecting trail fromthe
city’s harbor to the Mesabi Trail spur
that goes to Hoodoo Point. The project
will also include a road extension that

See..TOWER pg. 10

ELY
Lawn-mowing
dispute comes
before council

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - A sparse agenda for the
city council here this week found
council members in the middle of a
dispute between neighbors over lawn
mowing. One neighbor wants to mow
the lawn on portions of city property
surrounding his property on Sibley
Drive. The other neighbor doesn’t
want him to.

Apparently, Andy Hill, of 2111
Sibley Drive, has been doing the
extra lawn mowing outside his

See...ELY pg. 10
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Ida Rukavina named Executive
Director of RAMS

REGIONAL- The Range Association of
Municipalities and Schools (RAMS) Board of
Directors is pleased to announce that Ida Rukavina,
of Pike Twp., has been selected as the new Executive
Director for the organization. Ida is a lifelong Iron
Ranger, having previously worked with AFSCME
Council 65 and with the U.S. Senate as a regional
director for Amy Klobuchar. Ida will begin her duties
with RAMS on Aug. 1. The board looks forward to
working with Ida and continuing strong advocacy for
the region. The board is confident that RAMS will
remain a strong and vibrant voice under her leader-
ship.

First Stage Gallery seeks artist

submissions for August exhibit

VIRGINIA- The First Stage Gallery at the Lyric
Center for the Arts is opening its walls and pedes-
tals to Iron Range area artists during the month of
August. This exhibit is to highlight the depth and
quality of local painters, photographers, sculptors,
jewelers, potters and other visual artists.

Exhibit dates are Thursday, Aug. 5 through
Saturday Aug. 28. To submit artwork, send the fol-
lowing to firststagegallery @ gmail.com: your name,
address and phone number; an artist statement
and short bio; up to six jpeg images of work you
would like considered for this exhibit. If you are
creating something new, images should be of similar
items representative of your work.

Deadline for submissions is 4:30 p.m. on
Saturday, July 17. Work selected must be delivered
no later than 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 3. For more
information, inquire by email to firststagegallery@
gmail.com.

100 Years, 100 Benjamins, $10,000
cash raffle for Ely Rotary

ELY- $10,000 in cash raffle prizes, live auction,
live music, beer tent, and food... There’s something
for everybody on Saturday, Aug. 14 at Whiteside
Park in Ely as the Ely Rotary Club welcomes all to
help celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ely’s first
service club.

Tickets for the $10,000 cash raffle, held in con-
junction with the annual Ely Rotary Live Auction,
are available through any Ely Rotary member. Only
400 tickets will be sold at $50 each and there will
be three winners drawn...$7,500, $2,000, and $500
prizes.

The annual live auction on Saturday, Aug. 14 is
a popular event in its 31st year. The auction features
many great items donated by our local businesses.
Advance viewing and registration to bid are available
at the club website, Elyrotary.org. There will also be
a silent auction, as well as door prizes, mystery and
surprise items. The celebration begins at 11 a.m. A
complete schedule is available at Elyrotary.org.

Virtual writing workshop for teens

with author Mary Gasanova

REGIONAL- Are
you a teen who loves to
write? The Arrowhead
Library System invites
you to join award-win-
ning Minnesota author
Mary Casanova in a
virtual writing work-
shop experience from

. July 26-30. With a small
group of other teen writers, you’ll create new work,
share with others, and discuss the writer’s craft and
journey. This free, week-long workshop is for teens
ages 13-17. Registrants will meet every morning via
Zoom, Monday through Friday, from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Workshop size is limited and a waiting list will be
created if need be.

Pre-registration is required for this event. To
sign up, please visit https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/2021alswritingworkshop or call ALS at 218-
741-3840. Zoom log-in information for each session
will be sent out 72 hours prior to the first day. The
registration deadline for this event is Wednesday,
July 21.

This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library
System, was funded in part or in whole with money
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.
To learn more about Arrowhead Legacy Events,
please see our calendar at www.alslib.info, follow
us on Twitter @ ALSLibraryNews, or like us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/alslibinfo.
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Local arts and crafts

for viewing and salesS

210 S River St, Cook MN 55723
Open: Wed-Fri: 10 AM-4 PM, Sat: 9 AM-1 PM
nwfamn.org@gmail.com ¢ www.nwfamn.org

Stay with Us
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Rooms startat$110
Includes continental breakfast!
Book Online:
vermilionparkinn.com

er St., Soudn MN

SNorthwoods Splendor!

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

TOWER- Last
summer, Art On The Lake,
a fundraiser for the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center,
had to be canceled due to
the pandemic. The LVCC
and local artists are pleased
to announce it will be held
again this year on Friday
and Saturday, July 23 and
24. The Lake Vermilion
Cultural Centerat 705 Main
Street in Tower is opening
its doors to the event,
which is a sale of original
art work with emphasis on
the areas of natural beauty.
The paintings are framed
and ready to be hung in
your favorite spot at the
cabin or home. The variety
of artists includes summer
residents and year-round
artists working in both
watercolor and oil. Even
though the building is still
under renovationitis excit-
ing to be holding an event.

Art On The Lake kicks
off with a Gala from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. on Friday, July 23.
The Gala is a limited ticket
event to preview available
artto purchase. The evening

Art On Th__e Lake Julv 23- '214
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Local artlsts will be featured durlng theArt On The Lake fundralser
including this piece by Julie Baxley. submitted photo

includes unique appetizers,
your favorite beverage,
and an opportunity to meet
some of the artists. You may
purchase a ticket for the
Galaby July 15 online, $35
each, at Eventbrite.com.
Saturday, July 24, the doors
open free of charge from 10
a.m. — 4 p.m. to view and
purchase the fine art.

The 2019 Art On The
Lake was asuccessful event
for both the artists and the
Cultural Center. We are
hoping this year’sevent will
be another great success for
all who participate. Please
mark your calendars and
come support the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center
and our local artists. We

will be following CDC
guidelines.

Some of the artists par-
ticipating this year are Julie
Baxley, Jeanni Burgwald,
Sarah Guy-Levar, Pam
Myre, Cecilia Rolando,
Linda Smith, Kathleen
Tellepsen, and Betty Ann
Wiens.

12-year-old aces a hnle -in-one at The Wilderness

TOWER-On Saturday,
June 19, Blake Miller from
Edina, just 12 years old, was
golfing at The Wilderness
at Fortune Bay with his
parents, Justin and Laura.
Blake had set his ball up
on hole #3, named The
Walleye, on the green tees
approximately 133 yards to
the pin over the water. “We
saw the ball disappear,” said
Justin. “We were silent from
complete shock when Blake
threw his clubupin the air!”

“Thisis the longest par-
three at The Wilderness,”

submitted photo

saidRachellIndihar, Director
of Sales and Marketing at
The Wilderness. “To really

give you an idea of how
rare holes-in-one are, we
average about 12 holes-
in-one out of thousands of
rounds each year. In addi-
tion to our history, the PGA
says the odds of an average
golfermaking ahole-in-one
are 12,500 to 1!”

Some people go their
entire life without a hole-
in-one. Justin stated his
son had been playing golf
for six years because his
grandma is such a huge
golfer. Blake first started
playing The Wilderness

four years ago when they
purchased a place nearby.

“It was such an honor
to be working when Blake
aced his hole-in-one. We
give all holes-in-one at
our course a Wilderness
embroidered flag. You
could really see the excite-
ment on his face when they
came into the Pro Shop
post-round. He was so
polite, such a sweetheart,”
said Indihar. “Let’s just
say we will never forget
Blake’s accomplishment.
Well done, Blake.”

Dr. Thomas Morgan to address History Nights, July 14

ELY- Dr. Thomas
Morgan, a professor at the
College of St. Scholastica
and the University of
Minnesota-Duluth, will
speak at the Ely-Winton
Historical Society’s History
Night on Wednesday, July
14. He will be talking
about the migration of
Finns from Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Michigan,
aswell as Canada, to Russia
in the 1930s. Called the
Karelian Fever, those Finns
believed the propaganda
of Stalin’s Russia and
movedtoRussia. They were
deluded. Some managed

to escape and make their
way back to freedom.
Others died in Russia. “I’'m
thinking of talking mostly
about my personal experi-
ences “discovering” a “lost
colony” of Duluthians in
Soviet Karelia in 1986 and
the transformational impact
thatthe “discovery” of these
“Red Finns” has had on my
life and the lives of others,”
said Dr. Morgan.

Dr. Morgan has taught
the Russian language and
culture at both colleges for
many years. He is particu-
larly interested in cross-cul-
ture issues and has explored

in a variety of ways the
experience of Americanand
Canadian Finns in Soviet
Russia. With Russian col-
leagues, he has founded
and directed a series of
summer language camps
for college students. The
camps are held in Russia for
American students and at
St. Scholastica for Russians
in alternating years.

Dr. Morganhas astrong
interest in the international
aspects of peace and justice
issues. He was involved
in the development of the
Duluth International Peace
Center, a citizens group

of the 1990s that fostered
international cooperation
and peacemaking at the
grass-roots level. He cur-
rently isinvolved in helping
to develop a relationship
with citizens in a city in
northern Iraq and is on
the board of Duluth Sister
Cities International.

This program and
others in the series will
be held in CL 104 at
Vermilion Community
College. Starting at 7 p.m.,
the program s free and open
to the public. A free-will
donation is appreciated.

Ancient Gedars Trail exhibit at the Art Corner kicks off on July 9

ELY- The opening
reception for a traveling
art exhibit will be held on
Friday, July 9 from 4:30-6
p-m. at The Art Corner,
301 W Sheridan St. The
exhibitis acollaboration of
regional artists who support
preserving and protecting
critical habitat within the
new Ancient Cedars Trail
in Tower. Artwork was
sourced from artist sojourns
through the stand of 100-
plus acres of white cedar

dating back to about 1880.
Attendees will be able to
meet the artists and enjoy
light refreshments.
Participating exhibit
artists include Pamela
Davis, Nancy Ensley,
Wendy Rouse of Ely,
Jordan Gawboy of Tower,
Jeff Argir, Louise Laakso
Lundin of Hibbing, Jim
Devries of Britt, Linda
Glisson, Margie Helstrom,
Sue Rauschenfels, and Nan
Stubenvoll of Duluth.

Real Estate

- General Questions
- Buying/Selling

- Easements

- Contract for Deed

» Litigation

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

« Property Line Problems
- Road Maintenance/Assoc.

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Minnesota State Bar Association
Certvified & Specialist

Real Property Law

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 ¢ Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 » 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

The exhibit
is on display-
in July at The
Art Corner in
Ely, in August
at Borealis
Art Guild in
Hibbing, and
in September
at Northwoods
Friends of the
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Arts in Cook.

Artwork by Nancy Ensley made

for the Ancient Cedars exhibit.
submitted

Call 218-093-2295 :
for RESERVATIONS .

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

6:30 AM - 9 PM

: Serving Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Dinner

(Dinner ends at 9 pm) :
* Enjoy our rustic yet elegant dining room. 2

* Enjoy home cooked cuisine with salads and
vegetables fresh from our own garden.
* Breads and desserts are baked daily.

: ((Not Serving Smorgasbord at this time. )

FABULOUS FLATHEADS July 17 18 & August 13 14
LIVE PIANO with STEVE JOHNSON other weekends.

(Summer music ends after August 18 weekend)

7632 Cty Rd 424, Crane Lake, MN 55725
www.nelsonsresort.com
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Highway 169
about two miles west of
Ely was shut down last
Saturday afternoon for
more thansix hours because
of a fire involving a semi
truck that was pulling a
tanker of gasoline.

According to a report
from Morse-Fall Lake
Fire Chief Ted Krueger,
as related to the Northland
Fire Wire, around 2:15 p.m.

Saturday the brakes of the
semi caught fire and the
blaze spread to the vehi-
cle’s tires. The truck driver
uncoupled the burning
vehicle from the tanker. The
front of the tanker hit the
ground, rupturing a tanker
pocket containing 3,400
gallons of gasoline.

The load of gasoline
was headed to Ely when
the fire occurred.

Fire officials estimated
as much as 350 gallons
were spilled. Local road

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Fuel tanker catches fire on Hwy. 169 west of Ely

equipment was brought
in to contain the spill
and the remaining gas-
oline from the damaged
tanker was transferred to
another tanker, according
to Krueger.

No injuries were
reported. The truck had
extensive fire damage. The
Morse-Fall Lake and Ely
fire departments responded
to the call, along with the
Ely Police Department,
St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Department,and Minnesota

State Police.

Traffic was divert-
ed from State Highway
169 to County Road 88
(Grant-McMahan Road)
for several hours as tourists
made their way into Ely for
the Fourth of July weekend.

A wrecker crew hooks
up a damaged fuel
tanker trailer Saturday
afternoon on Highway
169 west of Ely. photo
by Morse-Fall Lake Fire
Department

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Summer
is here, COVID-19 restric-
tion mandates are gone, and
so, too, it appears, is the
vigor that only three months
ago prompted arecord-high
413,000 doses of COVID
vaccines administered in a
single week in Minnesota.

Last week’s total of
35,378 doses was the
second lowest since vac-
cines began to be distrib-
uted to specific priority

groups in mid-December.
The peak number, reached
in the first week of April,
came as vaccinations were
openedtoanyone 16-years-
old and over and has been
on a steady decline ever
since.

The needle on the
state’s vaccination dash-
board indicating the per-
centage of Minnesotans
over 16 who have had at
least one dose of vaccine
barely budged over the past
month.

State officials were in

COVID-19

GOVID-19 vaccinations plummet during June

full swing promoting their
“Your Shot to Summer”
vaccine rewards campaign
on June 5 as the needle
sat at 64.9 percent. One
month later, that campaign
is over, and as of Tuesday
the numberhadrisen to just
67.2 percent.

Unequal interest

Signs were already
apparent in early June
that some areas of the
state were more readily
embracing vaccinations
than others. Minnesota

Public Radio reported on
June 5 that while the Twin
Cities metropolitan area
had already reached the
70-percent goal, outside of
that region only 57 percent
of Minnesotans had been
vaccinated once, and the
pace of vaccinations has
slowed since then.

In 14 counties, fewer
than 40 percent of residents
have been fully vaccinated.
Todd County, northwest
of St. Cloud, is the lowest
with a fully-vaccinated
rate of 29.3 percent. By

contrast, Cook County, in
northeastern Minnesota,
has the highest percentage
of fully-vaccinated people
at 69.8 percent.

And fully-vaccinated
people aren’t the ones who
are still getting COVID-19,
according to Minnesota
Department of Health data.

“We can confidently
say that the vast majority
of cases, hospitalizations
and deaths occurring in
Minnesota are in unvacci-
nated people,” said MDH
Information Officer Doug

Schultz in a July 2 email
tothe Timberjay.“Wetrack
breakthrough cases very
closely. Those are cases
that occur in people who
are fully-vaccinated. Out of
2,771,183 fully vaccinated
Minnesotans as of May 30,
we had a cumulative total
(since Dec. 1) of 3,080
breakthrough cases with
333 hospitalizations and
46 deaths. That equates to
1.1 percent of vaccinated
people who have developed
COVID.”

See COVID...pg. 5
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TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Cook
218-666-6183
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Real Estate

If you are thinking of selling!
Now’s the time. Give us a call

www.vermilionland.com °* info@vermilionland.com

Tower
218-753-8985

218-741-8985 B
MLS

Virginia

Sales are great!

WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!
Thinking of selling?

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com - www.bicrealty.com

LAKE VERMILION Boat-access only prop-
erty in Oak Narrows includes “tiny house”,
camper, |g.deck, stor. shed, she w/com-
postln t0|Iet electricity, 2 docks, 261 ft lksh
and 6.5 acres. MLS #141818 $165,000

ELBOW LAKE Bldg lot has 720 ft lksh and
4.5 acres just off of Elbow Lake. Accessed
via boat. Adgoms public lands.

MLS #137852 $45,000

TOWER 10 acres undeveloped near Lake

Verm|I|on Large flat and level cleared build-
site with very nice elevated views.

M S# 140165 $89,000

MYRTLE LAKE Lg. bldg. lot. Approx. 300 ft
of lksh and 4.5 acres. Year-round paved
road acc&ess/elec available. MLS# 137048

t)

IS RIGHT NOW THE TIME TO SELL?

If you're on the fence about selling your
house, now is a great time to take advantage
of sky-high demand, low supply, and fierce
buyer competition. Free market analysis
available. No obligation contact. Contact us
today and let us help you with your property
needs! ~ B.I.C. Realty

Contact us for a free property evaluation.

—
== RE/MAX
\ 4

Lake Country

"218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Vermilion River, Orr-$98,000 2 BR cabin
on the river’s edge, with fishing right out
your back door and large screened-in
porch overlooking the river. Generator
power, lake water system and septic.
Shower and toilet in garage. MLS#141657

Orr-$179,900 2,800+ sq ft home with

3 BR, 1 BA and lower-level family room,
indoor sauna and 3 fireplaces on 2.5
acres. Near Ash Lake and many other
area lakes. MLS#141386

Pelican Lake-$94,900 50 acres on
Pelican Lake with 400+ ft of shoreline.
MLS#126770

Cook-$90,000 Private 60-acre parcel is
wooded with open fields. Near the Little
Fork River. MLS#141514

Orr-$24,900 20-acre wooded property
near Pelican Lake and many other lakes
nearby. MLS#141373

s

HOBODY IN THE

WORLD

SEALERTE
RE/MAX
i} 2

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

JANISCH

— REALTY —
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OPINION

If you can’t beat ‘em,
join ‘em?

As Democrats grow
increasingly frustrated
with new voter suppression
laws being passed by GOP-
dominated legislatures all
across the country, it’s worth
asking what voter suppression
might look like if Democrats
decided to quit fighting those
efforts and started implement-
ing their own suppression
tactics.

Keepinmind,Republicans
are implementing their sup-
pression efforts in states where
they control legislatures and
have Republican governors
willing to sign such provisions
into law. But there are states
where Democrats have control
across the board, includ-
ing some traditional swing
states that could be pivotal in
close presidential elections.
Minnesota could well be
among those states following
the next election. What if
DFLers here at home decided
to play the suppression game
in an effort to tilt the electoral
map in their favor?

Just as Republicans have
focused suppression efforts
on urban areas, where large
percentages of voters back
Democrats, a Democratic
version of voter suppression
would turn the tables, by
implementing the same kind of
tactics in an effort to limit the
participation of rural voters,
who have increasingly backed
the GOP.

One of the easiest suppres-
sion tactics, which the GOP is
deploying wherever it can, is
the closing of polling places
and the reduction of early
voting opportunities in areas
that tend to support Democrats.
Mostly, that’s been focused
on urban centers, particularly
those with significant minori-
ty populations. Residents
of those areas can still vote,
since explicitly denying that
constitutional right would
surely be tossed even by the
most conservative courts.
Instead, these suppression
efforts are designed to make
voting more inconvenient, by
requiring urban voters to travel
farther and, typically, wait in
longer lines to vote than they
otherwise would.

Those of us who live in
rural areas often don’t recog-
nize the substantial additional
burden that urban voters
already face with long lines to
vote, so anything that makes
those lines even longer is
certain to prompt more voters
not to participate. If it didn’t,
the GOP would have aban-
doned such tactics years ago.

Democrats could imple-
ment laws that achieve the
same objective, with adifferent
group of voters, by making it
more difficult for rural voters
to cast ballots. What if, rather
than voting right in your own

Voter suppression

What if Democrats made it
harder for Republicans to vote?

township, a future Minnesota
Legislature decided to reduce
the number of polling places
inrural areas? The Legislature,
after all, could pass a law that
eliminates the authority of
townships to run their own
elections. That could force
most rural residents to travel
to regional centers, in larger
cities, to cast their ballots. In St.
Louis County, the Legislature
could implement a new law
that would restrict voting
locations to Virginia, Hibbing,
and Duluth, for example. In
many of Minnesota’s most
Republican counties, like
the many small counties in
east-central and southwestern
Minnesota, voting could be
limited to the county seat.

Then, implement strict
rules on absentee voting,
which would require voters
to provide hard copies of a
wide range of documentation
to prove their identity. That’s
easier for urban residents,
since a copy machine is typi-
cally not far away. Rural res-
idents would almost certainly
have to drive to find one.

Such tactics would very
likely reduce the number of
ballots from rural areas, which
would have the effect of sup-
pressing the Republican vote.
Before anyone suggests sucha
move would be thrown out in
court, consider that the current
Supreme Court is largely
signing off on suppression
tactics against Democratic
voters that are every bit as
blatant and targeted as we just
described.

Certainly, we’renotadvo-
cating that Democrats pursue
such policies, which are
inherently antithetical to a
democracy. Yet, for residents
in small towns or rural parts of
the state, it’s easy to dismiss
the efforts by the GOP to limit
the votes of urban voters. By
considering what the shoe
might look like on the other
foot, it’s easier to recognize
the problems inherent in the
GOP’s efforts.

Suchefforts are ahallmark
of a party that recognizes it
is outside the political main-
stream. That’s particularly true
since the rise of Trump, which
has morphed the GOP into a
white nationalist party fueled
by grievance and dedicated
to the continuation of rule by
an ever-shrinking minority of
conservative, mostly rural,
white voters. Democrats, by
contrast, have responded—
admittedly with frequent
missteps— to the needs of a
changing country and view
greater participation by as
broad a cross-section of the
electorate as possible as the
key to their future success.
That’s why the Democrats, in
the end, won’t take their cues
from the GOP’s voter suppres-
sion playbook. And, for that,
we should be thankful.

Je THElFEDS NEEDTO
P GIVING YOU
Lazy BUMS

HADATTS !
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

IN THE PAST YEAR,
THAT MONEY HAS ~ 27
MADE YoU SOFT,

WEAK AND
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Letters from Readers

Voting is our
frontline defense

January 6, 2021, revealed
how fascist elements of our
society are determined to under-
mine the electoral process with
the attempted insurrection to
overthrow democracy. The
right to vote is crucial to our
First Amendment protection of
religion, speech, press, peaceful
protest and petition. Voting is
voice and virtue of civic expres-
sion in action.

Contempt for rule of law,
authoritarianism and white
supremacy are exhibited by the
Republican Party actions in our
state legislatures around the
country. We must realize that

our Bill of Rights is inextricably
woven together with electoral
politics. Forces of reaction
are openly working to squelch
political democracy, as it has
successfully silenced organizing
for economic democracy.

Civic religion sees voting
as faith and prayer in action for
the soul of democracy. Voting as
form of speech gives voice and
consent to our representatives.
The pressis tribune for our right to
read, write, think and act freely in
opendebate. The vote formalizes
collective protest and petition of
people power in action.

Voter fraud is an insidious
“big lie” effort to suppress
minority voting rights. Behind
the lie, McConnell’s zero-sum
mindsetdrives white supremacist

COMMENTARY

fear of minorities becoming the
nation’s majority. Zero-sumdog-
whistles and racist tropes by the
Republicans are clear signals of
threat to our vote and civil rights.
Zero-sum fallacy sees gains by
one of two sides as a loss for the
other. I win, you lose doesn’t
have to be.

The office of private citizen
is most important in public
governance. A coalition of the
working class cooperating with
minorities is an advantage to
both. The plutocracy has divided
the working class and minorities
fortoo long. Voting is a frontline
defense for our civil rights and
turning a win-lose situation into
win-win, for both!

Harold Honkola

Roseville

Summing up democracy

It’s so easy, in
the course of our ¥
day-to-day lives,
to get caught up
in the political pre-
occupations of the
moment. What’s y
the Senate going to
do about the filibus-
ter? How should
infrastructure
money be spent? Is
the country going to
come outof this year

HAMILTON

our democracy is
hard work and that
its vitality depends
on each of us—not
justto participate, but
to make the effort to
understand and talk
to people we don’t
agree with, and to do
our best to discern
the facts on which
all genuine progress
relies. Here they are,
with a couple I've

LEE

as badly divided as
it started? These and many other
questions matter alot—butsome-
times, it’s helpful to step back and
take stock of what we’ve learned
over the course of our history.
I’ve been thinking about this
because I’ve been reading Jon
Meacham’s 2018 book, “The Soul
of America: The Battle for Our
Better Angels.” In it, Meacham
notes that we’ve been badly
divided and knocked back on our
heels in the past but have always
managed to work our way through
those difficulties. He cites a
variety of writers and speakers,
and a number of them have
stuck with me—because they’re
both reassuring and a challenge.
They remind us that sustaining

added on my own
that speak to the same issues:

“Do not expect to accom-
plish anything without an
effort.” Teddy Roosevelt said this
in an 1883 speech called, “The
Duties of American Citizenship.”

“The first duty of an
American citizen, then, is that
he shall work in politics.” This
is Roosevelt again, in the same
speech, making the point (in the
language of the time) that being
an American citizen means being
willing to engage in the work of
democracy.

“Speak up, show up, and
stand up.” That’s Georgia’s
Stacey Abrams laying out, in
concise form,the basic challenges
for anyone trying to affect the

Mirror, mirror on the wall

I have

course of public life.

“Progress on this journey
often comes in small increments.”
This is Meacham himself, with
a reminder that progress comes
slow and hard.

“Nowhere is the rule of
public opinion so complete as in
America, or so direct.” This was
EnglishmanJames Bryce, writing
inThe American Commonwealth,
which appeared in 1888.

“People are responsible for
the government they get.” Harry
Truman summed up our core
responsibility: we have to choose
our political leaders wisely.

“It is not only important
but mentally invigorating to
discuss political matters with
people whose opinions differ
radically from one’s own.”
Eleanor Roosevelt wrote this
in a book published when she
was seventy-six, “You Learn by
Living: Eleven Keys for a More
Fulfilling Life.”

“The enemy of America is
not our many Muslim friends. It
isnotour many Arab friends. Our
enemy is a radical network of
terrorists and every government
that supports them.” Iinclude this
remark by George W. Bush—in

scc HAMILTON...pg. 5

been musing
about human
beings and
their seeming
inability to
get along,
not exactly a
new topic for
me. However,
some of what
I have read,
thought
about, and

thought tunnels
with a different
angle, which
made me laugh
and moan at the
same time.
This thread
goes back a
long ways: My
freshman year
in college I had
signed up for
a philosophy
class, Great

even passed on here in the
past,came back throughmy

Philosophical Systems,
on the poor advice of my

so-called advisor, who
had just met me and knew
nothing of my inclinations
or abilities. It was suppos-
edly a 100 level course,
but the reason the advisor
suggested it, and I agreed,
was that I wanted four hours
and most were only three.
It also fulfilled the math
requirement for graduation;
the University of Colorado
apparently recognized that
math and philosophy both
use logic, so that was good
enough for them.

I hadn’t wanted to
avoid math; quite the oppo-
site. In high school I had
been in fast-track math
classes, but my compre-
hension hit the skids when
I got to solid geometry and
trigonometry my junior
year. I really tried, asked
for help from my excellent,
devoted math teacher, who
was sincerely excited about
math and very willing to
help, but it still eluded me.
So I did not take any math
my senior year, feeling like

afailure. However, through
a quirk of test construction
and diverse brain functions,
I was a good test-taker, so
I scored very well in the
math section of the SAT.
I explained all this when
I met with the advisor and
asked if I could take some
less advanced math so I
couldreally come to under-
stand it. He said I couldn’t
take those classes for credit;
that it would be perceived
that I was just going for an
easy A. Hence, I ended up

in a four-hour class that I
was absolutely unprepared
for.Icouldn’thavetold you
what “philosophy” meant,
and I came out of the first
lecture dazed.
Aguyintheclassasked
if I’d like to have coffee,
and he shared that he had
taken 12 hours of philos-
ophy in summer school
before his freshman year
just for fun. I knew then
that I was in for a world
of hurt. Naive 17-year old

See MIRROR...pg. 5
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ISD 2142 conducting $8,000 survey of broadband needs

by DAvID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Like
every other district in
Minnesota, ISD 2142 St.
Louis County Schools faced
acritical question in March
2020 when Gov. Tim Walz
ordered all schools to go to
distance learning in the face
of the growing COVID-19
pandemic. Which families
had internet service, and
more importantly, which
had the high-speed broad-
band connections that were
best-suited for the variety
of online instructional sites
the district would be using?

“We did have to scram-
ble and get the information
we needed to provide the
services,” Superintendent
Reggie Engebritson said. “I
sent out a survey link to all
the parents and guardians
in our student manage-
ment system to find out
who needed what. We had
parents who heard about
the survey and contacted
the schools because they
did not get the email and/or
didnothave internet service
to respond to an online
survey. We did the best we
could to get the word out
to families.”

According to statewide

COVID...Continued from page 3

Delta variant

MDH is tracking the
incidence of five “variants
ofconcern” throughrandom
and targeted samples of
tests sent to the depart-
ment’s laboratory weekly.
That work is demonstrating
that the Delta variant, which
has garnered much recent
attention nationwide as
more contagious and for
its higher hospitalization
rate than other variants,

HAMILTON...Continued from page 4

a speech he gave to a joint
session of Congress fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks—
because it’s a cogent
reminder that keeping our
eye on the target matters in
public policy.

“The people have often
made mistakes, but given
time and the facts, they will
make the corrections.” This
was Truman again. I like
his confidence.

MIRROR...Continued from page 4

that I was, I didn’t realize
that I could drop the class.
It was torture; the lecture
was right after lunch, and I
often fought to stay awake
and often lost. It was like
the professor was speaking
Urdu. During the required
tutorials, I would bury my
head behind my books to
avoid being called on or
noticed inany way. I stayed
up three nights in a row at
the end of the semester to
pump out two term papers
rife with B.S.Isqueaked by
with a D and was grateful
for it, when in my previous
life, I would have been mor-
tified with a B-. However,
I did glean some pearls of
wisdom from the philoso-
phy nut that I have carried
with me through life.

He asked, “What are
three things that you dislike
aboutother people?” When
Tanswered, he said, “Those
are aspects of yourself that
you dislike the most.” That
was our only interaction,
but his words laid the foun-
dation for a core of under-
standing about myself and
others during the rest of
my life. When I’'m being
objective, I recognize that
when I’'m annoyed by or
critical of another person,
I can almost always iden-

Results could lead to district-driven solutions to issues

surveys of both teachers
and parents, the rollout
was challenging as gaps in
coverage were discovered
that made equal access for
all impossible. ISD 2142
tried to address some of
its issues when distance
learning was still in the mix
as school resumed last fall.
“We purchased both
AT&T and Verizon hot
spots for families who
needed them,” Engebritson
said. “Sometimes the hot
spots helped and sometimes
they did not. We are limited
in what additional support
we can provide without
the bandwidth available to
the families. If families did
not have a connection, then
we provided paper/pencil
copies of work for them.
This was delivered by our
school buses during typical
drop off times or parents
could pick up the work.”
ISD 2142 expectstobe
in full in-person learning
mode for the upcoming
school year now that the
pandemic has receded, but
the experience of the past
year-and-a-half reinforced
the emergence of broad-
band-based instruction asa

complementary and poten-
tially effective instructional
methodology for the future.

Through a region-
al partnership between
the Blandin Foundation
and the Department of
Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation, ISD
2142 recently received an
$8,000 grant to map student
homes throughout the dis-
trict to determine existing
broadband speeds and plan
for a wireless broadband
network to address the
needs.

It’s a solution several
school districts through-
out the country embraced
during the pandemic,
including one in Murray,
Utah. Facing serious gaps
in broadband coverage for
areas with low-income
students, that school district
put up 44 towers to create
free wireless access for all
to its broadband service,
using federal COVID-19
funds to cover the cost.

A district that encom-
passes nearly 4,000 square
miles and ahuge and dispa-
rate number of municipali-
ties, townships, and service
providers is an altogether

different scenario than that
of asmallurban district. But
still, the need is clear.

“I’d say the people
who suffered the most
without a connection
during the pandemic were
children,” said Minnesota
Rural Broadband Coalition
lobbyist and spokesman
Nathan Zacharias. “There’s
no doubt that some of the
hardest areas to serve in
the state are in St. Louis
County. And it’s not fair
that people are being told
to wait. Help is on the way,
but these networks aren’t
goingtobebuiltovernight.”

Range Association of
Municipalities and Schools
(RAMS) is spearhead-
ing the ISD 2142 survey
effort. Executive Director
Steve Giorgi announced his
retirement this summer but
described the survey and
its goals in an email to the
Timberjay.

“The $8,000 will allow
for mapping of survey
results including speed
tests, student/family loca-
tions, and placement of
towers or utilization of
existing towers, includ-
ing water towers when

available,” Giorgi said.
“The wireless broadband
network is being consid-
ered as a short-term solu-
tion, as fiber to the home
is the ultimate solution to
the lack of quality high-
speed broadband in rural
areas of St Louis County.
All towers would have
a fiber connection, thus
being able to provide the
best possible signal to those
within range of the towers'’
signal. The survey will
help the district and those
participating in this project
to determine if there is a
strong demand for better
service by the families in
the district boundaries, and
if it’s financially feasible to
constructawireless system
covering the entire district.”

“The need for better
broadband service is real,”
Engebritson said. “It’s
2021. This should not be
a problem for the people
who live in northeastern
Minnesota. Whether the
need is to work remotely,
do schoolwork, connect
with family members who
live far away, or relax by
watching movies or playing
online games we should

Scan this QR code with
your smart phone to
take the survey.
submitted

all be able to enjoy what
others are able to enjoy
who have basic broadband
connections.”

Engebritson encour-
aged all district families to
participate in the survey,
including those with exist-
ing high-speed broadband
connections, so that an
accurate picture of what is
and isn’t available can be
developed.

ISD 2142 families can
take the survey online by
going to https://forms.gle/
DtWPnz6YpJ8oRksq7.
The survey can also be
accessed by smartphone
by scanning the QR code
accompanying this article.

is establishing a foothold
here.

Across seven months
ending June 14, 43 cases
caused by the Delta variant
had been identified. In the
subsequent two weeks,
30 more Delta variant
cases were found. Eighteen
percent of those cases
resulted in hospitalizations,
markedly higher than the
seven-percent rate caused
by the state’s dominant UK

“America of the 21st
century is, for all its short-
comings, freer and more
accepting than it has ever
been.” Meacham makes it
clearthatour nation, despite
its many stumbles, has
moved toward progress—
in no small part because
the American people, as
Truman suggests above,
have set it on that course.

“It is in order that

variant.

While the seven-day
case positivity average
of 1.2 percent statewide
remains well below the
threshold for wide com-
munity spread, health offi-
cials continue to express
concern for areas with low
vaccination rates and their
increased susceptibility
to outbreaks among the
unvaccinated and partial-
ly-vaccinated.

Bois Forte
breakthrough

The North Country
got it’s own reminder on
Tuesday that fully vaccinat-
ed people still have a small
risk of contracting COVID-
19, as Bois Forte Band
health officials announced
thereservation’s first break-
through case, an individual
in their 30s living on the
Nett Lake sector.

Bois Forth Health
Nurse Teri Morrison could
not provide additional
details because of con-
fidentiality restrictions.
However, she confirmed
that the rate of vaccination
of tribal members 12 and
over currently stands at 54
percent.

The age of the indi-
vidual infected is con-
sistent with county and
statewide data indicating

that new COVID cases
are concentrated primarily
in younger age groups.
State health officials have
noted that this is a result
of the concentrated initial
focus on vaccinating older
Minnesotans. To date, 90.7
percent of Minnesotans 65
and older have received at
least one shot.

each one of you may
have through this free
government which we
have enjoyed, an open
field and a fair chance for
your industry, enterprise
and intelligence... The
nation is worth fighting
for, to secure such an ines-
timable jewel.” Abraham
Lincoln said this
in 1864. His words remind
us that safeguarding a

freely chosen, democrati-
cally-elected government
that creates the conditions
for each of us to succeed by
dint of our efforts is what
engaging in politics is all
about.

Lee Hamilton is a
Senior Advisor for the
Indiana University
Center on Representative
Government; a
Distinguished Scholar at

the 1U Hamilton Lugar
School of Global and
International Studies; and
a Professor of Practice at

the IU O’Neill School of

Public and Environmental
Affairs. He was a member
of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34
years.

tify some aspect of what’s
going on as reflecting one
of my less desirable traits
of which I am not proud.
Having this self-awareness
has not saved me from
being judgmental, but it
does meanIhaveatleastthe
inner honesty to recognize
the mirror and feel some
embarrassment about not
catching it quicker, as in
before feeling the judge-
ment. Rarely does it slip
byme...myawarenessdoes
not let me off the hook.
I'haverelayed that phi-
losophy nerd’s questions on
to others through the years.
It certainly wouldn’t be
news for those who delve
into self-help, psychology,
and “discovering the inner
you” books. For example,
who has not heard the
admonition, “In order to
love (forgive) anyone else,
you have to love (forgive)
yourself first.” How many
of us function like we really
understand that? It’s the
mirror! How little we want
to see that reflection. In
spite of the fact we know
the undesirable character-
istics intimately, because
we embody them, we will
still project outward and
criticize others for the same
shortcomings.

Annie Lamott, author
of fiction and non-, advises
would-be writers that they
probably don’t have to
worry too much about
people recognizing them-
selves in stories if the
writer just changes some
key attributes. She tells a
story of a friend she used as
a model for a character in
one of her books who was
always negative, saying
that she could resent the
sun on a beautiful day. Her
friend read the book and
said, “You know that char-
acter who resents the sun?”
Annie waited for the anger
to follow, but her friend
said, “I know someone just
like that.”

What I’'m seeing now
is that the mirror may be
at the heart of our differ-
ences, and I don’t see how
we can find our way out
of this house of mirrors.
Many wise people say we
have more in common than
we have differences, and
we just need to recognize
that and find the common
ground. But how do we get
there? The joke may be that
the common ground is not
only our desire for happi-
ness, world peace, and a
good future for our chil-
dren, but also our shared

~ Subscribe Today
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not-so-admirable charac-
teristics, such as stubborn
self-righteousness, and we
sure don’t want to see or
admit that we share them
with someone whose values
appear to be the opposite
of ours.

I just finished reading
“The Invisible Bridge” by
Julie Orringer, a well-docu-
mented, beautifully-written
novel aboutaJewish family
in Hungary in the 1930’s
and 40’s. The atrocities
of human beings against
others when prejudice and
fear are sanctioned, and
the victims’ incredible will
and ability to survive, even
helping others, through
horrendous torture and
deprivation are equally
stunning portrayals of
human nature.

I'haveheard left-wing-
ers and right-wingers use
exactly the same words
to describe each other. I
am still searching for a
way to have an authentic,
non-explosive conver-
sation with people who
disagree with me heart-
ily. I'm taking a course
called Compassionate
Communication to help
me figure that out. Il let
you know how it goes.
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. at the Tower
Civic Center on July 12

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is July
20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall
on July 13.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings
posted online at

Red Hat Belles to
meet July 22

VERMILION LAKE
TWP- The Northern Red
Hat Belles will meet Thurs-
day, July 22 at 12 noon at
the Neighbors BBQ (Black
Bear Cafe). Please RSVP
to Kathy at 753-2530 by
July 19. New members
and guests are always wel-
comed.

0id Settlers Picnic
set for Saturday,
July 17

BREITUNG TWP-
The 107th  Vermilion
Range Old Settlers Annual
Reunion and Picnic is back
on track for Saturday, July
17 at 12 noon at McKinley
Park Campground.

Don't be late; booyah
is dished up promptly at
noon, and it disappears
quickly.

Membership in the
organization is open to
anyone born or living on
the Vermilion Iron Range
(Tower-Soudan and Ely
areas).

Last year’s picnic,
which would have been the
106th year, was canceled
due to the pandemic, but
this year the committee
feels they can safely serve
up booyah to all who at-
tend.

Membership is $10
the day of the picnic (if not
pre-registered in advance).

Steve Solkela, the one-
man accordion band, will
be this year’s entertain-
ment. If you haven’t seen
Steve in action, check him
out on YouTube; he is defi-
nitely fun for all ages and a
unique musical talent.

FOURTH OF JULY FUN

Tower-Soudan

A

Top: Don Reinhardt had a bird’s-eye view of the crowds as he helped lead off the parade, following right behind Bois
Forte Honor Guard member George Mihelich (below left).
Below right: Parade Marshals Linda Haugen (left) and Mary Batinich (right) were honored for their ongoing volunteer

work in Tower and Soudan.

donations for parade expenses.

Above: Brayden Indihar. Below: Aaron Raj helped solicit

e

Abbve: Annabelle

Tuominen.

Below: Christopher

Mullin.

Below: Tower Fire

the parade.

Above: The Broten Construction float was
named the best business float.

Photos and results from the Vermilion
Run, results from the kids races, and
Breitung Community Picnic photos will
be in the July 16 issue.

NOW OPEN
Fridays

4-6 PM
at the
Train Depot

photos by

Department volunteers
handed out candy during

A

1 ¥ Yin

Alli Harsyn holds her daughter

Sophie, who is not happy with the
fire truck sirens, even though the

Breitung

Fire Truck is driven by her

grandfather Steve Burgess.

3rd Place - Monty

Foruth of July Raffle Winners
1st Place - Cindy Loe
2nd Place - Geralyn Hendrickson

Tower-Soudan Parade Judging
Best of Show: Old Muni from Cook

Ist Place: Iron Trail Motors

2nd Place: Vermilion Dock & Lift

3rd Place: Vermilion Park Inn

Best Family Float: Amber Haupt Family

Most Patriotic : Erin Peitso Family

Best Business: Broten Construction

140 children marched in kiddie parade and
each received a $5 prize and a flag.

Right: Arriss Jensen collects candy

during the parade.

J. Summit

Fourth of July Donations are still Nordic Home North Bruce & Kathy Carlson
Donations needed and can be MarJo Motel Gary & Sharon

Th T Soud mailed to: PO Box 461, Maryann Rot Hendrickson
Lak e{/ .?.W er 1; uean - rower, MN 55790. Marge Stefanich Pauline Housenga
Ba © q enil(ljl 11'(1)<n \;fmli Thank you to: Marian Greene Starkovich Distributing
hoarf JV(’“‘ 1xe dt.o .td anl Mary Beth & Al Reller Robin & Sheldon Majerle  Dan & Corrine Hill
the Tollowing individuals oy, oy & Nancy Tekautz ~ Bob & Jane Berg David & Dori Skramsted

and families for their do-
nations this year.

Bill & Diane Meehan

Kevin Norby
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Four on the Fourth results

ELY - The 13th Annual Janet Gensler Memorial
Ely 4 on the 4th Run/Walk involved 164 participants
(133 runners, 18 walkers and 13 kids) supporting the
Ely Track Club. Winners are listed below.

Men’s 4 Mile Run

1-Michael Schwinghamer, Ely
2-Joseph Dadabo, Chicago, IlI.
3-Andrew Kephart, Cedar Falls, lowa

Women’s 4 Mile Run
1-Cailee Peterson, Ely

2-Erin Schwartz, Ely

3-Allison Carroll, Chicago, Ill.

Men’s 4 Mile Walk
1-Roger Skraba, Ely
2-Daniel Dusich, Ely
3-Evan Faltesek, Ely

Women’s 4 Mile Walk
1-Andrea Kuzel, Duluth
2-Leslie Kuzy, Minneapolis
3-Jo Ann Whitehill, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Boys 1 Mile Kids Race

1-Ben Larson
2-Caleb Larson

Girls 1 Mile Kids Race

1-Brynn Larson
2-Sally Dunn

ELY FOURTH OF JULY

-

T3

At left, the owners of the Ely Subway store,
Kevin and Vicki Hill, visited with their son,

.—.--: & ;

Jeremy Hill, at the Fourth of July parade in Ely
on Sunday. Jeremy is one of the Shriners’ Dune
Buggy Drivers. submitted photo

Above, the Shriners participated in seven
parades on the Iron Range, including Ely, over
the three-day Independence Day weekend.

Above, a giant loon balloon from the Sa
was featured this year. The traditional Needle in the Haystack event, below,
was held at Whiteside Park. photos by K. Vandervort
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ve the Boundary Waters Campaign
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ELY - The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
the Grand Ely Lodge.
Participants have an oppor-
tunity to order lunch. For
those interested in being
a host, or who have a
speakersuggestion,contact
Lacey Squier by email
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or by phone at
218-216-9141.

Upcoming speakers:

»July 13: Bill Rom,
Climate Change and
Global Public Health.
Dr. William Rom gradu-
ated from Ely and teaches
Climate Change and
Global Public Health at
New York University
School of Global Public
Health.

» July 20: Todd
Heiman, Ely Rotary Club

> July 27: Minnesota
State Senator Tom Bakk

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

high temperatures
a sun intensity looms

happy sun lovers

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,

| 10am.-6p.m.

ELY —A special tribute
will honor a special Ely
resident on Thursday, July
15 at Veterans Memorial
Baseball Field.Renee Lassi
died last fall due to compli-
cations from COVID-19
and family and friends will
honor her at the place she
spent most of her time in
the summer.

Her son, Ely school
teacher and coach Cory
Lassi, said he could think
of no better place to honor
Renee than at the ball
park. “During the summer
months, if you wanted to
find my mom, your best
bet was to check the con-
cession at the ball field,” he
said. “She spent countless
hours each summer, sling-
ing burgers, stocking the
fridge, painting, being a

OUR COMMUNITY
Tribute to honor Renee Lassi at Veterans Memorial Field

Scholarship fund started in her name

second mom to so many of
the young men that walked
through that gate.”

The Junior Legion
team game beginsat 5 p.m.,
followed by the Senior
Legion game at about 7:15
p-m. “We will be having a
shortceremony to celebrate
my mom before the start of
the Senior Legion game,”
Lassi said. There will also
be a ceremonial first pitch
in her honor. In between
innings of the Legion game,
there will be memories of
Renee Lassi shared over
the public address system.

“We will also have a
memorial area setup during
both games to honor my
mom,” he added. “We will

t’q{‘ ._':_.w
Renee Lassi

share pictures along with
a spot for anyone to share
their loving memories of
her.”

Lassirelated hismom’s
love of feeding people.One
of her favorite things to
make in the concession

stand was her famous pulled
pork.“We will be trying our
best to make her delicious
pulled pork sandwiches
and pulled pork nachos
available for the Junior
and Senior Legion games,”
he said.

For every pulled pork
sandwich and pulled pork
nachos sold at the games
that night, the Ely Baseball
Association will be donat-
ing $2 to ascholarship fund
in Renee’s name.

“Without a doubt,
my mom woke up every
morning wanting to make
a difference in the lives
of others, especially the
students of Ely Memorial
High School. We wanted

to make sure that we carry
on her legacy in providing
opportunities for the stu-
dents at EHS,” Lassi said.
A donation bucket
for her scholarship fund
will also be available “My
mom was always such a
selfless person who always
put others first. We know
that she is smiling down
knowing that people will
be enjoying her delicious
pulled pork, and it will be
making a huge difference
in the life of an Ely High
School graduate who will
be receiving her scholar-
ship,” he said. “This base-
ball program was so special
to her for many reasons,
but certainly at the top of
the list is because of the
relationships that she made
with so many people.”

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

*| Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,

231 E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359,
218-827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUPS: Babbitt: 3rd
Monday of Month: 6-7:30
p.m. at Carefree Living
Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B
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COOK-Whether one
is walking or driving
along Vermilion Drive in
Cook on either side of its
intersection with River
St., it’s impossible not to
notice that street lights in
that area have literally ris-
en from the ground, any-
where from a few inches
to more than a foot-and-
a-half.

Sections of sidewalk
are also shifting and de-
teriorating, and the com-
bined elements are bor-
dering on being safety
hazards.

John Jamnick of JPJ
Engineering and Cook
City Council member
Elizabeth Storm recently
met with St. Louis Coun-
ty engineers to discuss the
problem and shared infor-

mation about the issues at
the June 24 city council
meeting.

Vermilion Drive is a
designated county road
that is St. Louis County’s
responsibility to maintain,
and one possible cause for
the rising light poles, Jam-
ick said, is that it appears
the county used a non-
standard system to install
them.

“A lot of times when
you put a light pole in you
put down a sonotube-type
base so you have five or
six feet of concrete as a
base for the light pole
to sit on,” Jamnick said.
“Apparently with these,
they’re metal and they had
kind of like a screw on
the end and they screwed
them into the ground.”

COOK CITY COUNCIL

Levitating light poles get council scrutiny

County is responsible for street but may need city’s help to accelerate short-term remedies

A second significant
factor is the ground itself.

“It has to do with the
clay soils in the Cook
area,” Jamnick said. “Clay
is tight and it doesn’t drain
very well.”

The extremes of Min-
nesota weather then cause
shifting and upheaval, af-
fecting both the poles and
the sidewalks.

For the moment, the
tallest of the risen bases
still appear to be secure,
Jamnick said.

“But that's a concern,
it’s a problem,” he said.
“We want to take them out
and repair them.”

That would be a short-
term plan, Jamnick said,
executed by the county
and possibly assisted by
Cook city personnel. It’s

one they discussed getting
underway by the end of
the summer.

But a long-term fix
that addresses the total-
ity of the problems in a
comprehensive way isn’t
likely to be coming soon,
Storm said.

“The earliest we
could expect any move-
ment on any of this would
be possibly 2023, °24,°25,
or ’26 because they have
a five-year plan,” she said.
“There would be some
things we could do in be-
tween, like removing and
replacing some of those
cement sidewalk pieces
that are such a mess, may-
be with asphalt or some-
thing. The most import-
ant thing for us is safety,
and to be ADA compliant,

which they currently are
not.”

Jamnick and Storm
will continue to meet with
St. Louis County officials
and report back to the
council on progress.

In other business, the
council:

»Approved a bid
of $24,960 from Quality
Flow Systems, of New
Prague, for the city’s lift
station improvement proj-
ect. Quality Flow Systems
was the only contractor to
bid on replacing two lift
stations.

>»Approved an in-
voice for $6,000 from
JPJ Engineering related
to services provided for
developing a facility plan
for wastewater treatment
pond improvements.

»Gave approval for
the ambulance service to
buy two Apple iPads to
replace outdated products.

»Heard a report from
Storm about the Artists
on Main Street program.
Eleven proposals were re-
ceived for the “It stARTS
on River Street” promo-
tion, and all were funded.
Five proposed projects
would involve installa-
tions on city-owned prop-
erty and required council
approval before proceed-
ing, which was granted.
All approved projects for
this cycle must be com-
pleted by the end of the
year.

Orr's July 3rd Fun Day

Last Saturday's Independence day festivities in Orr weren't just limited
to the colorful splash and glee of the kids parade or the glitter and spar-
kle of the annual fireworks extravaganza over Orr Bay. From the pancake
breakfast and the 5K run to antique tractors and an old-fashioned kids
lemonade stand, July 3rd Fun Day had a little something for just about
everyone, and dollar coins for kids who could persevere long enough
against intense competition to scavenge through mounds and mounds
of sawdust for the prizes.

Above left: More that 65 runners get off to a fast start in the 5K race.

Above right: Kristen Baider puts on a final kick at the end of the race.

Right: One antique tractor obscures the others lined up behind it as a
couple wanders between them on the way to see two vintage fire trucks
along the curb by the lake.

D. Colburn photos
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TIMBER DAYS

Cook’s Annual Timber Days Treasurer Carrolle

Wood presents a $2,000 check to Friends of the
Library President Kathy Sacchetti at the Friends
annual meeting. The Timber Days committee

donates a portion of their raffle ticket sales to a

local nonprofit organization.

submitted photo

Local quartet to play
park gig on July 14

COOK- The Dio-
nysian Dithyramb Band
promises to have music af-
ficionados reminiscing and
rocking in their seats when
they take to the gazebo
stage Wednesday, July 14
at 6 p.m. for Music in the
Park in downtown Cook.

Familiar names and
faces of Lake Vermil-
ion-area musicians Dan
Boyer, lead guitar, Jim-
my Laine, drums, Pat-
rick Hawkinson, lead
guitar and Eric Pederson,
bass, will rock out with
a mix of popular classic
album rock, B-side favor-
ites and jam band clas-

sics. The musical menu
will include surf era in-
strumentals, Latin-infused
rock, Beatles hits and 60’s
gems.

In case of rain, the
concert will be moved to
the Cook VFW right near
the park.

Music in the Park
is made possible by the
Cook Lions Club, Cook
VFW Post 1757, the Cook
Chamber of Commerce,
t