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VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

Spring Clothing, New Book Titles, New Gifts
plus excellent Canoe Camping Gear.

Come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak
Open Every Day  6 am - 9 pm 

piragis.com     218 - 365 - 6745      boundarywaterscatalog.com
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TECHNOLOGY

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – An official 
ground-breaking ceremony 
was held this week to com-
memorate the beginning of 
work on the $20 million 
school renovation project 

for ISD 696, but questions 
swirled in this community 
concerning the rejection 
of construction bids by the 
school board and the time-

line of the project.
During a tension-filled 

study session Monday 
night, Superintendent Erik 
Erie told board members 

that following the recent 
tabulation of the construc-
tion bids for the second 
phase of the project, Kraus-
Anderson (KA), the school 

district’s construction 
manager, and Architectural 
Resources Inc. (ARI), the 
school district’s design 
firm, recommended that 

the entire renovation work 
package be rejected.

Bid tabulation docu-

School board rejects construction bids
$20 million renovation in limbo as officials refocus project 

REGIONAL- There was a time when twins 
and triplets would be a big surprise for expectant 
parents, but sonograms and technology changed 
that forever.

Now, technology is doing the same for what 
we know about wolves in the wild, as high-qual-
ity trail cameras are giving researchers with the 
Voyageurs Wolf Project surprising and captivating 
new insights into their summertime lives in the 

boreal forest.
“We just shared a post this morning online 

which was run into a den a couple of weeks ago,” 
project lead Tom Gable said last Friday. “The 
den was so tight and narrow that we couldn’t see 

ANGORA- Few sectors 
of the U.S. economy are 
more gender segregated than 
technology, where women 
represent barely a quarter of 
the workforce and a similar 
proportion of management.

But there’s a thriv-

ing tech-savvy marketing 
company tucked away in a 
little corner of the forest west 
of Angora that’s turning those 
numbers upside down and 
proving that technology is 
not the job of tomorrow but 
a career for today for women 
with the drive and ability to 
succeed.

Tom and Pat Chapman 

founded Art Unlimited in 
1982 as a print-oriented 
marketing company, but 
today their daughters, Chief 
Executive Officer Anna 
Anderson and Chief Financial 
Officer Elizabeth Chapman, 
lead a high-tech digital mar-
keting operation with nearly 
40 team members, two-thirds 
of whom are women. On 

the development team, the 
group tasked with creating the 
coding, design, search engine 
optimization components 
and more for their clients’ 
internet footprints, the mix 
is about 50-50.

When Tom determined 
the company needed to get 

Art Unlimited CFO Elizabeth Chapman, upper right, and development team members Amanda Jacquart, 
lower right, Jana Carlson, lower left, and Denisa Lalikova, upper left, convene virtually to talk about 
careers for women in technology.

Raising the bar for women
Local firm is industry leader for technology career opportunities
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

Wolf secrets revealed by popular videos
Project fundraiser would triple trail cam coverage of packs
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

High quality trail cameras are giving 
Voyageurs Wolf Project researchers 
surprising new insights. submitted photo

See...WOLF PROJECT pg. 11

TOWER— The city council here, on 
Monday, approved a motion to request an 
engineer’s study of options for addressing 
the community’s lack of wastewater treat-
ment capacity. At a time when the city is 
aggressively seeking new development, 
the lack of treatment has been a key piece 
of infrastructure that’s limiting growth, 
and it’s one that the Tower Economic 
Development Authority has been pushing 
the council to address for some time.

T E D A  D i r e c t o r  M a r s h a l l 
Helmberger, on Monday, noted that a 
new RV park proposal, in which the 
developer was hoping to connect to the 
municipal system only to be informed that 
there was insufficient capacity, brought 
focus back to the issue.

“For most developers, being able 
to hook up to a municipal system is 
the easy way,” said Helmberger. “You 
hook it up and you don’t have to worry 
about it. That’s what most developers 
are looking for and right now we really 
can’t offer that.”

Complicating the issue is that the 
city relies on the Tower-Breitung Waste- 
water Board to manage its wastewater 
treatment system and some Breitung 
officials have expressed reluctance in the 
past about expanding capacity. Armed 

See...TECH pg. 9

Council OKs 
study of 
wastewater 
treatment 
expansion 

See...ELY  pg. 10

Warbler 
season...
See /8B
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 Community notices

FARMERS MARKET

Cook Area Farmers Market opens June 19

COOK- Live, from the 
Cook City Park, it’s the 
Saturday Morning Cook 
Area Farmers Market! 
We’re back to sort of 
normal. After a tough year 
for all, the members of 
the Cook Area Farmers 
Market are excited to be 
hosting another summer 
market where we can all get 
together as a community on 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. (note the new hours).  

They have been tilling 
the soil, planting seeds, 
feeding their chickens, 
tending the bees and 
extracting the honey. They 
have been in their kitchens 
with their canners and 
getting ready to bake. They 
have been making soaps 
and roasting coffee. They 
have been busy working on 
creative crafts, jewelry and 
art; sawing wood in their 
workshops; and sewing 

beautiful items in their 
homes. The members of the 
Cook Area Farmers Market 
are ready to start another 
season, beginning June 19, 
and every Saturday there-
after until October from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Cook 
City Park on River Street.

The market offers a 
wide variety of fresh, local-
ly-grown produce, baked 
goods, art and crafts.  Like 
years past, the market is 

sure to create a festive 
atmosphere in downtown 
Cook for folks who live in 
our area as well as summer 
visitors. As more people 
have become conscious 
of sustainable agricultural 
practices, farmers markets 
have become a popular 
place to shop for fresh 
produce. The Cook Area 
Farmers Market is no differ-
ent as it grows every year. 

MEMORIAL DAY

Ely to hold memorial service at cemetery

ELY- Memorial Day 
services will be held at the 
Ely Cemetery on Monday, 
May 31, beginning at 10:30 
a.m. The event is spon-
sored by VFW Post 2717, 
American Legion Post 248, 
and the American Legion 
Auxiliary.

The entire program 
will be broadcast on WELY 
94.5 FM, according to 
American Legion Post 258 
Adjutant Gerald Tyler.

The service will begin 
with a welcome by Master 
of Ceremonies Steven 
Saari,  commander of 
American Legion Post 248, 
who is standing in this year 
for Tony Rechichi, VFW 
Post 2717 commander. 
“Tony will be participating 
in Honor Guard duties,” 
Tyler said.

B a g p i p e r  J o e 
Linnemann will  play 
America the Beautiful and 
Yankee Doodle.

The Invocation will be 
conducted by Helen Koski, 
reader at First Lutheran 
Church.

Tyler will then recite 
the Roll Call of Departed 
Comrades.

The placing of the 
wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier will 
be presented this year 
by the family of Veteran 
Robert  Niskala,  who 

passed away earlier this 
year. Ely Area Scouts and 
American Legion Auxiliary 
members will also partici-
pate. Linneman will play 
Amazing Grace.

The featured speaker 
this year will be David 
Merhar, Colonel, (Ret) U.S. 
Army.

Koski will present the 
benediction following the 
keynote address.

Ely Memorial Band 
Director Sarah Mason will 
sing the National Anthem 
and America the Beautiful.

The Ely Honor Guard 
will present a Salute to the 

Honored Dead.
Taps will be played by 

Ron Forsman.
Volunteers will be 

placing American flags 
on the gravesites of 
known Veterans at the Ely 
Cemetery on Saturday, 
May 29 beginning at 9 a.m. 
The flags will be removed 
Tuesday morning.

“Our group does not 
have a listing or knowledge 
of all the Veterans interred 
at the Ely Cemetery,” said 
Honor Guard Commander 
Mike Pope. 

“We place flags at 
the government-issued 

markers. Occasionally we 
may know the location 
of a specific Veteran and 
will place a flag there. If 
someone wants to ensure 
their loved one has a flag, 
feel free to join us on 
Saturday. We will happily 
loan a flag for the gravesite. 
Our goal is to put flags on 
all the Veterans’ sites, but 
we only know the ones 
marked with the govern-
ment marker,” Pope said.

file photo

file photo

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Your Fun-In-The-Sun Greenhouse

210 N Vermilion Drive, Cook
wateringcangardenshop.com

218-666-5398

OPEN:
Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 10-2

•Flowers & Veggies
•Fresh Herbs
•Fairy Garden Items
•Seeds & Fertilizers
•Pottery & Garden
  Gifts

•Lawn Tools
•Perennials
•Shrubs & Trees
•Lawn Care Products
•Soil, Manure &
   Mulch

SPRING ART EXPO
AT THE GALLERY

Sale &
Exhibit Dates:

June 3-26
Open: 

10-4 Wed, Thurs, Fri
9-1 Sat

50/50 Raffle 
210 S River St, Cook, MN

Cook Timber Days 
June 11, 12 & 13

C&C SUMMER ART CLASSES
Music In The Park

Wednesdays 6-8 PM (starts June 16)

Writers Group
Tuesday, June 22 1-3 PM

  

 
  

TTuueessddaayy,,  JJuunnee  88tthh    1100  --  1111  aamm 
Ely Recreational Center - 1034 Main Street 
Classes are Tuesday & Thursday for 12 weeks 

CALL  
218-365-8019 

to REGISTER 

SSuummmmeerr  SSeessssiioonn  BBeeggiinnss  

Moving for Better Balance Class 
offered by Northwoods Partners 

Bocce ball league to start
GREENWOOD TWP- Throws, punto, raffa, 

volo, What? These are bocce ball terms neighbors 
hope to be using at a summer bocce league at the 
Greenwood Township courts. Plans for a Wednesday 
evening couples league are in the works. If there is 
interest, women’s, men’s, and family leagues will be 
considered. Fun times, great people, nice courts, now 
all we need are players. To express interest or to ask 
questions, contact bbvermilion2021@gmail.com, 
checkout nextdoor.com, or text 218-750-7236 for 
information. Let the games begin!

Virtual classes for kids this June
REGIONAL- The University of Minnesota 

Extension will be offering the following classes for 
children this June.

On My Own-classes Thursdays, from 4-5 p.m., 
June 3 and June 10. Register by May 19, z.umn.edu/
OnMyOwn.

4-H Healthy Sprouts-Wednesdays from 4-5 
p.m., June 2 – Aug. 25, z.umn.edu/healthy-sprouts.

4-H Campfire-Tuesday, June 8 from 7-8 p.m., 
z.umn.edu/4-HCampfire.

Youth Mental Health Night, June 10
CHISHOLM- The Hibbing Area Chamber of 

Commerce Leadership Program would like to invite 
youth and families to a Youth Mental Health Night 
at the MN Discovery Center.  Join us for an evening 
of fun on Thursday, June 10 from 5-7 p.m. while 
learning about healthy living strategies, local mental 
health resources, education and more.

The evening will consist of games, prizes, 
and the ability to explore the grounds of the MN 
Discovery Center, along with local groups supporting 
mental health.

Admission is free, while food, trolley rides, and 
mini golf will be available for purchase.

Join us on June 10 from 5-7 p.m. Questions can 
be sent to youthmentalhealth218@gmail.com.

Artists featured in several Quad Cities 
businesses on first Thursdays

REGIONAL- First Thursdays QC (Quad Cities) 
art walk began May 6 in the downtowns of Eveleth, 
Gilbert, Mt. Iron and Virginia and will continue on 
the first Thursday of every month. It is a year-round 
community event designed to increase pedestrian 
traffic to downtown businesses and showcase local 
artists. Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation sup-
ported the project with a Culture and Tourism grant.

Participating businesses, bars, and restaurants 
will host an artist on site at each location during the 
event, and the business may create sales, promotions 
or samplings to enhance the visitors’ experience. 
Artists may include musicians, sculptors, painters, 
artisans, writers, illustrators and poets. 
Project partners include Iron Range Tourism Bureau, 
Laurentian Chamber of Commerce, Lyric Center for 
the Arts and ReVive Virginia which is a nonprofit 
organization formed to focus on downtown preser-
vation and revitalization. The project also received 
grants from Virginia Community Foundation and 
Explore Minnesota.  

St. Louis County offices to fully re-open 
REGIONAL- All St. Louis County offices will 

re-open to the public on Wednesday, June 1. The 
main county buildings, including government service 
centers and courthouses already are open for specific 
services, but beginning in June, all departments will 
be open to walk-in service from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Anyone coming to a St. Louis County 
Courthouse for court matters should be aware that 
these services follow a Minnesota Supreme Court 
order that limits some in-person services through 
June 13.

Face masks are not required to be worn inside 
county buildings, however anyone who is not yet 
fully vaccinated is encouraged to continue wearing 
a mask. Facial coverings are still required inside the 
county jail, in accordance with current state orders, 
and inside courtrooms and court offices, in accor-
dance with the current judicial order.

 Even with the re-opening, county services will 
continue to be made available online and by phone or 
email. Visit stlouiscountymn.gov/covid19 for more 
information on visiting county buildings or how to 
access services remotely.

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN
Close to lakes, trails, state parks, casino

Stay with Us
Northwoods Splendor!

Rooms start at $110 
Includes continental breakfast!

Book Online:
vermilionparkinn.com

 



VIRGINA- The tone at 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 
ISD 2142 school board in 
Virginia was a mixture of 
relief, perseverance, and 
celebration as members 
worked through an agenda 
with items to close out a 

COVID-scarred academic 
year and look ahead to the 
next.

“We’re almost to the 
end of the school year and 
we’ve been in-person since 
the winter break, and it’s just 
awesome,” Superintendent 

Reggie Engebritson said. 
“I’m giddy. Is somebody 
putting that in the minutes? 
I think we’ve done a great 
job of staying the course 
and staying in school.”

Engebritson noted 
that the schools contin-

ue to operate under the 
Safe Learning Plan, which 
includes wearing masks, 
through the end of the 
academic year next week.

With the end of the 
state’s COVID-19 facil-
ity capacity restrictions 

on May 28, the June 4 
graduation ceremonies at 
the district’s high schools 
will be open to the public, 
Engebritson said.

“Social distancing will 
not be required at gradu-
ations, no masks, and so 

graduations should look 
pretty much like they used 
to,” she said.

Board chair  Dan 
Manick noted that there 
are some people who still 
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REAL ESTATE

If you are thinking of selling! 
Now’s the time. Give us a call

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Cook

218-666-6183
Tower

218-753-8985
Virginia

218-741-8985

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Orr-$268,900 Well maintained 3+ BR, 2 BA 
home on 3.65 acres nestled in the pines. 
Fully finished lower-level, black top driveway 
and 2-stall heated garage. MLS#141110

Ban Lake, Orr-$115,000  21.75 wooded 
acres with 1,760 ft of shoreline on Ban Lake.  
MLS#140882

Pelican Lake-$129,000 1.62 acre peninsula 
and 840 ft of lakeshore. MLS#136679

Orr-$45,000  40 acre hunting property 
with 12 x 12 cabin. Adjoins public lands.
MLS#141318

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, 

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)

timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com • www.bicrealty.com

We sell the North!

Sales are great!
WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!

Thinking of selling?
Contact us for a free property evaluation.

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!
We are looking for listings!! Properties are selling 

fast. If you’ve thought about selling now is the 
time!! We are here to help you make the right 
decisions and guide you through every step of 

the process! Free market analysis available. No 
obligation. Contact us today and let us help 

you with your property needs! ~ B.I.C. Realty

LAKE VERMILION  Large island on 
Frazer Bay. Approx. 5.75 acres and 1,500 ft 
lakeshore. Near public access and a private 
marina.  Multiple potential building sites. 
MLS #127863  $199,000
GHEEN 85-acre parcel has year-round 
access along Hwy. 53. Gateway to Voyageurs 
National Park. Property consists of mature 
timber and lowland. MLS #140640  $62,000
LAKE VERMILION  5 minute boat ride to 
a private marina and public dock. Build the 
cabin of your dreams on 4 acres w/dock.  
Evaluated for future septic system.   MLS 
#141336  NEW LISTING! $139,000
LAKE VERMILION  2 BR, 3/4 BA cabin w/
numerous updates. Gas FP, sauna, 20x26 
garage and 32 ft aluminum dock. 
MLS# 141384  NEW LISTING!  $369,900

The NorthMnLakes GroupThe NorthMnLakes Group

Serving Lake Vermilion & Surrounding Area

David Lanari  Realtor     218.750.8345
www.northmnlakes.com • david@northmnlakes.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

®

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

See  SCHOOLS...pg. 5

Ribbon cutting will open Greenstone Cinema on Friday

ELY- The Greenstone 
Cinema inside Ely’s 
Historic State Theater 
officially opens Memorial 
Day weekend.

Following a brief 
ribbon-cutting event on 
Friday, May 28 at 12:30 
p.m., public open house 
guided tours of the entire 
State Theater complex will 
be held from 1-3 p.m. Tours 
will also be conducted on 
Saturday and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to noon.

“There is much to see 
in both theaters including 
the original State Theater, 
its Green Room, the 

new 50-seat Greenstone 
Cinema, and the Grotto 
downstairs, as well as 
the expanded concessions 
area,” said David Wigdahl, 
chair of the theater’s board 
of directors.

Movies will be shown 
in the Greenstone Cinema 
at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Friday and at 1 p.m., 4 
p.m., and 7 p.m. on the 
weekend. A different movie 
will be screened in the State 
Theater at 5 p.m. and 8 
p.m. on Friday, and 2 p.m., 
5 p.m., and 8 p.m. on the 
weekend. 

Movie tickets are $5 
for all regular shows. Please 
consult the EHST website 
at elystatetheater.org for 

previews and specific show 
times. 

“In addition to these 
daily movies, the theater has 
created two special summer 
programs you won’t want 
to miss, Summer Classics 
and Stages on Screen,” 
Wigdahl said. 

Summer Classics will 
be shown every Tuesday and 
Thursday from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day and 
include such familiar block-
buster films as National 
Lampoon’s Vacation, The 
Blues Brothers, and Dirty 
Dancing. 

“Stages on Screen 
will bring Broadway to 
our screen on Wednesdays 
and Sundays with special 

screenings to include the 
live National Theater pro-
duction of Frankenstein with 
Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Kinky Boots, 42nd Street, 
and Carmen on the Lake, 
among other  special 
events,” he added. These 
shows will have a $15 
ticket price.

For frequent summer 
viewing pleasure, the State 
Theater has a Summer 
Movie Pass available for 
a limited time with eight 
shows for $25, a $40 value. 
There are also several 
concessions combinations 
available featuring bever-
ages of soda, wine, beer, 
or spirits to accompany 
traditional movie fare. 

ISD 2142

School board marks close of trying year

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The cozy Greenstone Theater, inside Ely’s 
Historic State Theater, officially opens on Friday, 
May 28. A ribbon cutting will be held at 12:30 p.m.
photo by K. Vandervort

ELY STATE THEATER

COVID regs lifting in time for normal graduation ceremonies



Having read about the 
appearance of Chad Davis in 
front of the Ely School “Board 
regarding a book entitled I’m 
Still Here: Black Dignity in a 
World Made for Whiteness,” 
and having read Junior Micah 
Larson’s letter to the editor, I 
wanted to look into the book 
myself. 

Like Micah, I grew up in 
a predominantly white neigh-
borhood in a predominantly 
white town, and  I attended a 
predominantly white school and 
church. I then went on to attend 
a predominantly white Christian 
college. My first teaching job 
was at a predominantly black 
school, in a predominantly black 
neighborhood, at Minneapolis 
North High School. It was 
eye-opening, to say the least. 
The lived experience of my 
students was very different 
from my own. I learned a lot 
from them, and it also made me 
realize I needed to learn more. 

Reading slave narratives, 
autobiographies like “I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings” by 
Maya Angelou and a memoir 
like Austin Channing Brown’s 
“I’m Still Here” give me insights 
into the lived experience of 
lives very different from my 
own. Visiting the Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis, housed 
in the former hotel where 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
assassinated, reading about Jim 
Crow laws, disenfranchisement, 
discrimination, the KKK, the 
March on Charlotte, the mas-
sacre of black worshippers at 
the AME church in Charleston, 
the bombings, the lynchings, the 
senseless insults, threats and 
killings, all of this makes me 
look at the country I love from 
a different vantage. 

While reading about the 
experiences and emotions of 
Ms. Channing Brown, I felt 
many things. Many of them 
were uncomfortable. I’ve never 
been the only black girl in a 
school classroom or church 
sanctuary, or the only black 
woman in an organization. 

Seeing her experiences and per-
ceptions through her lens gave 
me a perspective very different 
from my own. 

One of the goals of an edu-
cation is to broaden our minds 
and challenge our preconcep-
tions. My mind and my heart 
were both challenged by Ms. 
Channing Brown’s memoir. I 
hope her words will resonate 
in me for a long time, and I 
hope her words will help me 
be a better teacher to all of my 
students, black, white, and every 
person I have the good fortune 
to meet in my classes.  

Respectfully,
Sara Skelton
Ely

Stop the steal!  Isn’t it easy 
when walking in a grocery store 
to pick out those who are likely 
to be stealing from us the tax-
payers?  Isn’t it the ones who 
look poor?  Maybe someone 
who looks or speaks differently?  
President Reagan’s image of 
a welfare queen? How much 
could such a person defraud us 
in a year?  A thousand dollars, 
five thousand dollars? Small 
potatoes!

The ones we should be most 
concerned about are the ones 
who appear to be financially 
successful.  We fail to think of 
the wealthy who either direct-
ly falsify, or find means only 
available to the ultra-wealthy, 
to avoid paying taxes.  Yet that 
accounts for $400 billion a 
year.  That is over 80 million of 
our hypothetical grocery store 
cheaters.

A specific recent example is 
a doctor in Virginia sentenced to 
federal prison for swindling the 
government out of $20 million.  
That would take our hypotheti-
cal person 4,000 years to amass!  

Why is our health insurance 
so costly?  I lived in a northwest-
ern Minnesota town for over 20 
years.  There was a doctor, well 
known in the community, who 
had the reputation of doing a 
large number of hysterectomies.  

People used to joke and laugh 
about it.  Legitimate?  

In our town a chiropractor 
would ask children visiting his 
children, in his home, if they 
would like a massage.  After a 
quick massage he would submit 
billings to insurance for the 
“procedures”.  I know this for 
a fact because we disputed the 
charges when our insurance was 
charged. We also submitted a 
complaint with the insurance 
company and received no 
response.

Be wary of others manip-
ulating our emotions to stir 
mistrust of others to divide our 
communities.  They  divert our 
attention, so we don’t notice 
they are the ones really stealing 
from us. 

Keith Steva
Cook

“The Big 
Lie.”

T h a n k s 
to the 45th’s 
refusal to accept 
that he lost the 
last presiden-
tial election, 
that phrase has 
become almost 
a daily part of 
our vernacular. 
“The Big Lie” 
is used by liber-
als as shorthand 
not only for the Donald’s 
outlandish claims, but 

also for the 
avalanche of 
u n f o u n d e d 
claims uttered 
and failed law-
suits filed by 
Sydney, Rudy, 
P u n c h  a n d 
Judy, and any 
other “flavor 
of the day” 
barrister the 
Trumpster can 
find who will 
work for wages 

promised, but hardly ever 
paid.

But as the somewhat 
controversial Cyber Ninja 
recount of Arizona votes by 
rabid Trumplicans drags on, 
“The Big Lie” means some-
thing entirely different to 
them. The big lie they’re 
trying to debunk is that 
Sleepy Joe actually won 
the election fair and square.

Which is to say that 
“The Big Lie” is therefore 
a phrase that is relative.

And that brings us to 
Albert Einstein, his theory 
of special relativity, and 
the humongous lie next to 

which “The Big Lie” barely 
registers as a tiny little fib 
– the lie of time.

Einstein didn’t actu-
ally tell us time itself is a 
lie. Our belief that time is 
constant, he said, is the lie. 
The length of a second, a 
minute, or a day is never 
absolute, Einstein said. The 
rates at which they pass 
shift depending on position, 
speed and gravity. Change 
any or all, and time changes 
with them.

Maybe you’ve seen a 
science fiction movie where 

an astronaut hurtling at 
unbelievable speed through 
space stays young while his 
relatives back on Earth age 
and die? That’s an example 
of Einstein’s theory – time 
literally slows down when 
you’re going so incredibly 
fast. 

But let’s look at an 
example of relativity we 
can relate to.

A car’s GPS navigation 
system can be maddening 
when it tells you to “turn 
left” and you end up almost 
driving into Lake Vermilion 

because you listened to it. 
But if satellite scientists 
didn’t pay attention to 
Einstein, your GPS locators 
and navigation units would 
be complete junk less than a 
day after you bought them. 
And why?

Relativity, that’s why. 
Moving at speed of about 
8,700 mph, the seconds 
ticking on those satellite 
clocks pass a tiny bit slower 
than here on Earth. But 
they’ve also escaped three-

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
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Worker shortage

See  BIG LIE...pg. 5

Of Einstein, goldfish, burgers and relativity

Simple answers are always 
appealing, which is why many 
people are placing the blame 
for our region’s current worker 
shortage on the enhanced 
federal unemployment benefits 
that remain in effect in most 
parts of the country, including 
Minnesota.

For a small number of 
workers, the benefits may be 
a factor, but they are just one 
of many that are going into 
the calculations of individuals 
and families as they weigh the 
future in what we hope is soon a 
post-pandemic Minnesota.

It’s worth remembering that 
our region faced an acute worker 
shortage even before the pan-
demic. Exactly three years ago, 
in an editorial titled “Workforce 
woes,” we wrote about two 
issues that were contributing 
to the problem: the region’s 
aging workforce and the lack of 
childcare. The pandemic didn’t 
slow the aging of our workforce. 
In fact, it likely prompted more 
people to retire early. And the 
childcare industry was hit hard, 
including in our area, by the 
pandemic. In other words, both 
of these factors are, if anything, 
posing even greater challenges 
to the area’s workforce than they 
were before the pandemic.

Details from the April jobs 
report, nationally, suggest that 
lack of childcare remains a major 
issue. Of the 266,000 new jobs 
reported last month, virtually all 
went to men, which suggests that, 
at least in two-parent families, 
women are choosing to remain at 
home with kids. That’s not a sur-
prise. With many schools else-
where in the country still shifting 
back-and-forth between distance 
learning, hybrid-learning, and 
in-person classes, families are 
facing considerable uncertainty. 
If the enhanced unemployment 
benefit means families can delay 
sending both parents back into 
the workforce a few months 
longer, without causing serious 
stress, then they are achieving 
exactly their intended goal. 

If unemployment benefits 
were really the primary issue, we 
would only find worker shortages 
at the lower end of the pay scale. 
Someone who is in a profession 
or trade that pays in excess of 

$60,000 a year is unlikely to give 
up that level of compensation 
for an enhanced federal benefit 
that will amount to no more than 
$11,700 this year, since the bene-
fits are only slated to go through 
September. Yet employers are 
reporting an inability to find 
workers at virtually all levels, 
including for jobs paying well 
over $100,000 a year. 

We always knew there 
would be a worker shortage in 
the U.S. when the baby boom hit 
the exit from the workforce, and 
for some boomers, the pandemic 
was the shove they needed to call 
it quits. Now that the economy 
is ready to ramp back up, their 
absence from the job market is 
being felt. 

The disappearance of baby 
boomers from the workforce is 
coming at the same time that the 
U.S. has tightened its rules and 
limits on immigration, which 
used to be a significant factor in 
maintaining the workforce in the 
U.S. And that tightening comes 
amid the backdrop of a declining 
birth rate in the U.S. It’s now so 
low that more people die in the 
U.S. each year than are born, 
something that is unprecedented 
since European settlement here. 
If you think the worker shortage 
is bad today, just wait. It will be 
much, much worse in the future. 

The impacts to the economy 
are already significant. Most 
economists expect strong eco-
nomic growth this year, because 
most of the economic indicators 
are pointing that way. But if busi-
nesses don’t have the workforce, 
much of that expansion could 
be stalled. 

The bottom line here is 
that our employment situation 
and our prospects for economic 
recovery are connected. While 
the U.S. has most of the pieces 
in place for a strong post-pan-
demic recovery, the shrinking 
workforce could pose one of 
the biggest challenges. It would 
be nice if cutting off enhanced 
federal unemployment benefits 
would prompt more Americans 
to re-enter the workforce. 
Unfortunately, our workforce 
challenges, both here at home 
and across the country, are a lot 
more systemic and challenging 
than that.

We welcome 
your letters

T h e  T i m b e r j a y 
encourages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO Box 
636, Tower, MN 55790, or 
email letters to marshall@
timberjay.com. 

We ask that letters be 
limited to 300 words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

 Letters are a great 
way to offer your input to 
the Timberjay’s editorial 
page. We want to know 
what you think!

DAVID
COLBURN

Many factors at play in the 
declining workforce

I hope her words 
will resonate in me

Don’t let them 
fool you

Call 753-2950
to subscribe

to the
Timberjay!
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fourths of the pull of Earth’s 
gravity by being all the way 
up there, and according to 
Einstein their clocks move 
faster because of that. Got 
that? Slower and faster at 
the same time. When people 
more brilliant than I do the 
math, a second for a GPS 
satellite way up there passes 
38 millionths of a second 
faster than a second for you 
or me down here.

That might not seem 
like much, but if those 
scientists weren’t smart 
enough to figure this out 
and constantly adjust for 
it, your GPS would be 
wrong by six miles the day 
after you bought it, and six 
more the day after that. And 
the primary underwater 
structure for fish in Lake 
Vermilion would probably 
be comprised of wayward 
Chevys and Fords by now.

Try  as  I  might , 
however, trying to rec-
oncile Einstein’s theory 
with my own experience 
of changing time is nearly 

impossible. I know, with 
absolute certainty, that 
time changes even without 
changes in speed or gravity.

I was in eighth grade the 
first time I noticed seconds 
moved more slowly than 
they were supposed to. I 
was sitting quite perfect-
ly still in Mr. Burton’s 
science classroom, where 
I was serving after-school 
detention for leaping out 
of a window during Ben 
Barrett’s civics class to run 
to a nearby gas station for 
candy bars. Peer pressure, 
I say.

I hadn’t stopped at 
my locker on the way to 
detention to pick up a book 
or homework, so there I 
was, seated right next to 
Mr. Burton’s aquarium 
with its loudly buzzing 
air compressor, alternate-
ly staring for an hour at 
goldfish and the achingly 
slow red second hand on 
the classroom clock. In that 
situation, an hour is an hour, 
right, Einstein? Not that 

day. Not even close.
It happened again just 

this past Friday at, of all 
places, the Cook VFW 
during the reboot of the 
always popular and terribly 
missed Burger Night.

I didn’t get there until 
6:45 p.m., and when they 
took my order, they placed 
it on a stack of others that 
seemingly reached from 
here to the moon, or at least 
one of those GPS satellites. 
I was in for a long wait.

The passage of time 
inside the Cook VFW that 
night defied the special rel-
ativity theory of Mr. Smarty 
Pants Albert Einstein in 
numerous ways. I’m seated 
in a chair on good old 
Mother Earth, so there 
are no speed or gravity 
differentials to compute. 
A second is a second is a 
second, right, Big Al?

Wrong. Time slows 
down, seconds stretch 
longer and longer because 
of variables his theory can’t 
accommodate. Seconds 

grew longer every time a 
waitress carrying a glorious 
platter of burgers and fries 
passed me by. They grew 
longer every time I heard 
the sizzling of another 
basket of fries dropped into 
hot oil. Every time a table 
of fat and happy customers 
emptied, time dragged its 
heels a little more. And 
when I actually started 
feeling hungry? Yes, you 
know the routine.

It was a long wait, 70 
minutes. But, conditioned 
to drive-through fast food 
service over the years 
(another thing Al over-
looked), it seemed much 
longer. And then suddenly, 
time raced ahead. I can’t 
eat a whole burger in five 
seconds, but I’ll swear 
that’s all the time it took 
to wolf that baby down. 
Of course, the explanation 
is really that time itself 
didn’t change, only my 
perception of it did. But 
as a wise mentor once told 
me, a person’s perception 

is their reality.
I’ll admit it. Even 

though I don’t fully under-
stand it, Einstein was right. 
Time IS relative, and his 
ideas have checked out in 
countless experiments over 
the years.

But frankly, I would 
appreciate Einstein a lot 
more if he had provided a 
solid explanation for how 

the smell of an elusive 
burger, the sight of a north-
ern Minnesota sunset, the 
distant sound of a calling 
loon, or the feeling of 
falling in love all have the 
power to make time stand 
absolutely and relatively 
still.

BIG LIE...Continued from page 4

SCHOOLS...Continued from page 4
have the understanding that 
graduation will be limited 
to four family members for 
each student, which was the 
plan before Gov. Tim Walz 
unveiled his plan to end 
COVID restrictions.

“It’s confusing because 
it’s not May 28 yet and the 
rules are still in effect for 
anything before May 28,” 
Engebritson said.

Kim Jirik reviewed the 
contents of a report about 
the district’s experience 
this year with Q-Comp, 
a state-sponsored quality 
improvement initiative for 
teaching involving such 
things as learning commu-
nities and peer mentorships. 
Jirik noted that alterations 
dictated in learning meth-
odologies, including dis-
tance learning, made this 
year’s process different 
from any other.

“We had a lot of kids 
that were in and out for 

whatever reason, we had 
some network distance 
learning out here, we had 
an AB learning schedule, 
so it wasn’t full time learn-
ing,” Jirik said. “There 
were a lot of things that 
interfered with educa-
tion in general this year.” 
Still, Jirik dubbed the ini-
tiative a success this year.

“Overall, it’s been a 
very good year,” she said. 
“There’s been more collab-
oration this year. There are 
some people who are better 
with technology, and some 
people are better with this 
or that. They came together, 
they talked, they helped 
each other out.”

In other business, the 
board:

Approved the annual 
financial audit reviewed at 
a prior working meeting.

Approved an adjust-
ment in the pay-for-per-
formance program that 

will provide stipends for 
qualified employees who 
have reached the top of their 
salary range and are ineli-
gible for salary increases. 
The board also designated 
$52,000 to be used to fund 
the pay-for-performance 
system to cover all eligible 
employees.

Approved an agree-
ment with Chisholm School 
District for a cooperative 
girls swimming team.

Accepted renewal of 
the district’s property, auto, 
and workers compensation 
insurance as presented 
by Dwight Swanstrom 
Company/Spirit Valley 
Agency of Duluth. An 
analysis of the workers 
compensation rate showed 
a $9,000 increase for 2021 
over 2020, but the $109,616 
rate was still $2,000 less 
than in 2019. The property 
insurance premium for 
2021 was $137,269, a net 

increase of $11,643. 
Hired Alli Sandberg 

and Jessica Gillson as 
full-time special education 
teachers at Tower-Soudan 
School.

Heard that 132 staff 
have enrolled in a one-year 
personal data protection 
program following a data 
breach of the district’s 
employee data.

Hired Thomas Hed 
as a full-time, long-term 
substitute custodian at 
North Woods.

Hired Melissa Rabas 
as a part-time van driver at 
Tower-Soudan.

 Accepted resig-
nations from preschool 
teacher assistant Olivia 
Suihkonen and part-time 
custodian Beth Anderson 
at Tower-Soudan and health 
office assistant Wendy 
Pierce at North Woods.
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Memorial  Day is 
a federal holiday that 
Americans celebrate to 
honor and mourn the men 
and women who fought to 

maintain the freedom of the 
United States of America.

It is a special day to pay 
tribute to these soldiers by 
adorning their gravesites 
with flowers, wreaths and 
the American flag. 

We are grateful to John 
Zaitz and his grandsons 

who maintain and care for 
the Lakeview Cemetery 
in Tower. They will be 
placing the new American 
flags on the military spikes 
this week. 

We also acknowledge 
Sulu’s Espresso Café, 
owned by Brenda Winkelaar 

and Linda DiCasmirro, who 
donated the flags for this 
undertaking. 

We encourage every-
one to walk past the Historic 
Fire Hall in Tower and view 
the patriotic displays in 
the windows. These were 
carefully set up by Pauly 

Housenga and Pastor Doug 
Workman. As you view the 
photos of World War II and 
the Vietnam War, have a 
moment of silence in their 
honor. 

Commemorating this 
special day is a privi-
lege and we wish all of 

you a safe and wonderful 
Memorial Day with family 
and friends.

Linda and 
Gary Haugen
Tower

Honor the fallen 
on Memorial Day

We're stronger as a country when more people vote
There is a 

fight going on 
over the heart 
of our democ-
racy, and I 
worry that 
democracy is 
losing.  Over 
the last few 
m o n t h s , 
several states 
have moved 
decisively to 
make it harder 
for their citi-
zens to vote, and more are 
on tap.  It’s hard to tell yet 
whether this is just a blip 
or an actual reversal of the 
U.S.’s long trend of expand-
ing voting access.  Either 
way, it’s cause for attention.

 T h e  e a r l i e s t 
moves this year came 
in Iowa and Georgia, 
which made absentee 
voting harder and shifted 
some control over election 
processes from elections 
officials to partisan politi-
cians themselves.  Florida 
recently cut back on drop 
boxes and ratcheted up ID 
requirements for request-

ing an absentee 
ballot.  Texas’s 
l e g i s l a t u r e 
i s  m o v i n g 
forward with a 
bill that would 
hand power 
t o  pa r t i s an 
poll watchers, 
bar elections 
officials from 
mailing out 
absentee ballot 
applications, 
and impose 

other limits.  Ohio legisla-
tors want to limit drop boxes 
and reduce early in-per-
son voting.  Republican 
legislatures in Arkansas, 
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Montana, Utah, 
and Wyoming have enacted 
restrictions, as well.

 Ove r  t he  l ong 
course  of  Amer ican 
history, we’ve tended to 
move the opposite direc-
tion: toward expand-
ing people’s ability to 
vote.  Indeed, significant 
parts of our history revolved 
around who should be able 
to vote, since politicians 

always want to tilt the field 
in their favor.  Originally, of 
course, the franchise was 
limited to white men with 
property.  Then, over time, 
white men without prop-
erty, Black men, women, 
Native Americans, non-En-
glish speakers, and citizens 
between the ages of 18 and 
21 won the right to cast 
ballots.

 To be sure, there are 
still plenty of people who 
are barred from voting by 
state laws.  Some states don’t 
let convicted felons vote; 
many states deny the vote to 
people with psychiatric dis-
abilities —and sometimes, 
poll workers impose their 
own competency stan-
dards, regardless of what 
the law says.  Most states 
impose a residency require-
ment—often, you have 
to have lived there at 
least 30 days—and though 
all states allow homeless 
people to vote, sometimes 
they have trouble meeting 
the registration require-
ments.

 These days,  the 

battles tend to revolve 
less explicitly around who 
should be able to vote 
and more around ease of 
voting.  There is a strong 
argument to be made that 
this is just a different way 
of restricting the vote: 
Democrats made effective 
use of absentee ballots 
in the 2020 elections, for 
instance, so Republican 
legislatures have imposed 
limits on their use for next 
time —though there are 
states, like Florida, where 
absentees were a prime 
GOP electoral tool in earlier 
elections.

 In general, voting 
rights advocates argue 
that making voting harder 
means that people who have 
historically turned out in 
smaller percentages will 
once again be at a disadvan-
tage.  Many people—over 
the course of a long career in 
politics, I’ve seen this first-
hand—are intimidated by 
the voting process: showing 
up at a precinct, passing 
through a gauntlet of cam-
paign signs and people 

with handouts, getting 
checked in, facing the 
prospect that they’ll be 
humiliated by being turned 
away.  Without encour-
agement, they opt not to 
show up at all.  There are 
politicians who know this 
and take advantage of it.

 By now, my view on 
this ought to be obvious.  As 
a democracy, the United 
States is stronger when as 
many people as possible 
can vote and the electorate 
reflects the actual makeup 
of the population.  This 
has two beneficial effects: 
it ensures that our elected 
representatives reflect 
who we are; and it helps 
Americans not only feel 
a stake in the system but 
believe that their voices are 
represented in the corridors 
of power.  The opposite is 
also true.  When people feel 
that efforts are being made 
to deny their participation, 
they write off the process 
and begin looking for other 
ways to affect politics and 
policy, including taking 
to the streets or develop-

ing sympathy for more 
authoritarian approaches 
to governing. 

 It is too early to say 
how this year’s voting-re-
striction laws will turn out; 
many of them will likely 
end up in court.  But even 
if the urge to limit voting is 
hardly new, it’s dismaying 
that, well over two centu-
ries since our founding, it 
remains so pervasive. 

 Lee Hamilton is a 
Senior Advisor for the 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Center on Representative 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar at 
the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of 
Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 
years.
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Memorial Day 
display at the 
old fire hall 

TOWER- Memorial 
Day honors the memory 
of our military members 
who died in battle or as a 
result of wounds sustained 
during battle.   

Photos of those un-
sung heroes from the 
Tower-Soudan area are 
currently on display in 
the windows of the Old 
Fire Hall on Tower’s Main 
Street.

These are familiar 
names representing gen-
erations of residents who 
fought in World War I, 
World War  II, the Korean 
War, and the Vietnam War. 
Please join with us to say 

their names and remem-
ber. They were neigh-
bors, relatives, grandpar-
ents, parents, and friends. 
Those who knew them 
tell their stories. These are 
unsung heroes of the Tow-
er-Soudan area.  Say their 
names and share their sto-
ries.  

This display was cre-
ated by the Tower-Soudan 
Historical Society as a 
tribute to our local heroes 
and in lieu of the tradi-
tional Memorial Day cele-
bration, which in time we 
hope to enjoy once again.

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
hosting meeting on 
June 6

SOUDAN- St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Sou-
dan is holding a congrega-
tional meeting on Sunday, 
June 6, following the 8:30 
a.m. worship, to discuss 
financial issues.

Juniors baseball 
team being formed

SOUDAN- A new 
Tower-Soudan area team 
for players ages 13-14 will 
be practicing and playing 
at the Soudan field this 
summer. Season starts on 
June 12. Any interested 
players should contact 
coach Greg Dostert at 
218-248-0648. 

Embarrass Fair 
Parade volunteers 
needed 

EMBARRASS- The 
Embarrass Fair Board is 
seeking a volunteer or 
volunteers to be in charge 
of the parade. The duties 
consist of contacting dif-
ferent organizations and 
asking if they will be in 
the parade. On parade day, 
the volunteer will be in 
charge of the parade line-
up. Help is needed soon, 

since the volunteers will 
need to contact the school 
bands. The parade starts 
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
29. 

The fair committee 
meets the third Thursday 
of the month at the Em-
barrass Timber Hall at 
6:30 p.m. Meetings gen-
erally run around 90 min-
utes. The next meeting is 
Thursday, June 17 at 6:30 
p.m. at Timber Hall, 4855 
Hwy. 21, Embarrass. 

Contact Amber John-
son at 218-600-8517 if 
you have any questions or 
want to volunteer. 

Andrea Suihkonen 
graduates from 
University of 
Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee

REGIONAL- Andrea 
Suihkonen, of Tower, is 
among 3,200 prospective 
candidates for degree at-
tending the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
virtual commencement 
exercises held on Sunday, 
May 16 in Milwaukee.

Andrea graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
from the College of Arts 
and Science. UWM is the 
second-largest university 
in the state of Wisconsin, 

with over 21,000 under-
graduate and graduate stu-
dents.

Men’s Coffee every 
Thursday at the 
Little Church

VERMILION LAKE 
TWP- The Little Church 
will be starting Men’s 
Coffee and Conversation 
every Thursday from 9 - 
10 a.m.  The Little Church 
is located in Vermilion 
Lake Township on Cty. 
Rd. 26/Wahlsten Rd. Any 
questions, contact Len 
Hujanen at 218-749-2014.

Tower-Soudan 
Joint Powers 
Recreation Board 
to meet

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Joint Powers 
Recreation Board will 
meet on Friday, May 28 
at 8:30 a.m. at Good Ol’ 
Days in Tower. Requests 
for funding should be sub-
mitted in writing to Terri 
Joki-Martin at Tower City 
Hall, or mailed to Tower 
City Hall, PO Box 576, 
Tower, MN 55790. 

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m. Canceled until 
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon Family 
Group- Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 
6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf- 
Open on the third Tuesday 
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the 
back of the Timberjay 
building on Main Street. 
Next food shelf day is 
June 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third 
(drill) Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.
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TS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Tower 
Cemetery 

Association
is asking for your 

continued support.

THANK YOU
Checks are to be made out to:

Tower Cemetery Association
PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790

Thank you,
The Tower Cemetery Board

Published in the Timberjay, May 21, 28, June 4, 18 & 25, 2021

Week of May 31

ATTENTION 
TOWER & BREITUNG

RESIDENTS
A committee has been formed with 
members from each community to

research options for a long-term 
solution to police coverage in our areas. 

Our short-term solution will be to 
continue to work with the St. Louis 

County Sheriff ’s Department for patrol 
coverage. Questions or comments are 

invited and may be directed to the 
City of Tower or Breitung Township 

Clerk’s Offices.

Depot Museum to open Memorial Day weekend for the season
Volunteers and board members of the Tower-Sou-

dan Historical Society have been cleaning and reor-
ganizing the Depot Museum, which will open this 
weekend. Plans are to have the museum staffed Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays through Labor Day. TSHS is 
looking to hire a depot worker (see ad on page 6B).

The museum is being reorganized to make room for 
traveling exhibits from the St. Louis County Historical 
Society.

Since the museum was not open last summer, 
volunteers were busy giving almost every single item 
in the building a good cleaning. The items inside some 
of the glass display cases had not been cleaned in about 
15 years. The little gift shop room is being turned into 
additional exhibit area. Gift shop items will be sold at a 
TSHS sale scheduled at the old Fire Hall this summer.

Volunteers included Nancy Larson (top left), 
Linda Folstad (bottom left), and Kathy Siskar 
(bottom right). Also helping out were Mary 
Shedd, Pauly Housenga, Ellen  Hintz, and Diane 
Meehan. photos by J. Summit

TOWER- There will be 
fireworks, and a parade. And the 
Tower-Soudan Lake Vermilion 
Events Board is excited to be 
celebrating again.

The fun all begins on July 
3. The pancake feed will be 
missed, but hopefully will re-
turn next year. The Vermilion 
10K/5K run/walk and kids’ fun 
run starts at 8 a.m., by the fire 
hall. 

We are excited that Main 
Street will be adorned with ven-
dors and spectators for the 11 
a.m. parade. Flags begin the pa-

rade to remind us of the impor-
tance of this event. The kiddie 
parade is also a crowd-pleaser, 
but is being done differently this 
year. Youngsters will meet on 
the side street between U-Bet-
cha and Jeannie’s to make their 
way down Main Street. There 
will be no costume judging but 
each child will be given a small 
flag to wave as they walk and a 
$5 gift to bring a smile to their 
bright faces. The children are 
followed by enthusiastic floats 
created with many themes by 
friends and families, young and 

old. There will also be the Shri-
ners motor unit, clowns, horses, 
bands, emergency vehicles, pol-
iticians, and more. This year’s 
Grand Marshals are Mary Bati-
nich and Linda Haugen. Both of 
these women do so much for our 
community. 

At 12:30 p.m., children are 
invited to the football field by 
Tower Elementary School for 
the sawdust scramble and races. 
There will be vendors and food 
on Main Street after the parade. 
Fireworks cap off the day at 
dusk.

To this point it is much like 
celebrations of past years, but 
we are sending a plea for 2021 
and beyond for monetary sup-
port. The majority of this parade 
is brought to you by paid par-
ticipants and prizes. The festiv-
ities cost $15,000 or more. The 
fireworks finale is a minimum 
cost of $10,000. By the time all 
expenses are paid it is close to 
$30,000. Raffle tickets will be 
sold to raise funds, with the raf-
fle drawing to be held on July 4 
at the free Breitung Communi-
ty Picnic, but so much more is 

needed. We have not been able 
to have any fundraising events 
over the last year, so the plea is 
out to help us continue with this 
fun-tastic community celebra-
tion. 

Please support, and en-
courage others to support 
this, as well as other events, 
by sending your tax-deduct-
ible gift to: Tower/Soudan/
Lake Vermilion Events Board 
(TSLVEB), PO Box 461, 
Tower, MN 55790. 

Independence Day kicks off in Tower on July 3

SEASON
OPENING

Friday, June 18
4-6 PM

at the
Train Depot

JACK
Happy 12th Birthday

Love,
Lacie

& Ellie

Read It 
Here!



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday at 
noon at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church, 
231 E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Call 
218-365-3359, 
218-827-3232, or 
1-800-662-5711. 
CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd 
Monday of Month:  6-7:30 
p.m. at Carefree Living 
Ely:  4th Monday of 
Month:  10-11:30 a.m. at 
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital 
Conference Room B

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

OUR COMMUNITY

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

a wild visitor
strolling sidewalks in the town

surprising presence

MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL PROM 2021
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Nearly 30 couples participated in the Ely Memorial High School Prom last Saturday. The traditional rite of passage for juniors and seniors was put 
on hold last year because of COVID. This year, the day included a visit to the Boundary Waters Care Center and other senior care facilities in Ely. A 
grand march planned for Whiteside Park was moved to the high school gymnasium because of rain. A dinner and dance were held at the Longbranch 
in Winton. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY - The Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust 
recently awarded $6,727 to 
local artists, art organiza-
tions, and fine arts events. 

“ T h e  G a r d n e r 
Humanities Trust con-
tinued to have a smaller 
number of submissions 
this spring,” said Keiko 
Williams, executive direc-
tor for the Trust. “The 
board is hopeful that the 
grant application process 
will become more simpli-
fied in the future with the 
development of an online 
grant portal currently in 
development. The Trust 
will keep people informed 
of its progress.” 

 Individual artist grants 
are awarded for unique, 
short-term opportunities 
that will impact an artist’s 
career. 

Dafne Caruso was 
awarded $1,000 to work 
on the completion of five 

new art pieces using wool 
roving tops and felting 
with a wet technique 
method. Each piece will 
then be enhanced with 
machine and hand stitch-
ing, beads and needle 
felting. An exhibit of the 

new pieces is scheduled for 
November and December 
of this year.

The Trust’s project 
grant program supports 
activities in the fine arts 
and is intended to make 
possible presentations or 

productions. Two project 
grants were awarded this 
year to the following orga-
nizations: 

 The City of Ely 
Heritage Preservation 
Commission was awarded 
$2,727 to digitally pre-
serve the Carl Gawboy 
mural painted on the walls 
of an ante-room in the Ely 
Community Center. The 
original artist will paint 
replacement pieces to fill 
in where necessary and a 
final photograph/print will 
be displayed in a public 
location.

 T h e  N o r t h e r n 
Lights Music Festival was 
awarded $3,000 that will 
help present three events 
in Ely during their regional 
festival, two events in 
Whiteside Park and one 
at Vermilion Community 

College Fine Arts Theater.
The Trust also allocat-

ed $3,000 for use by the Ely 
Public Library this year.

The 2021 Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust 
board members are: Beth 
Ohlhauser, Jill Swanson, 
Angela Campbell, Mary 
Setterholm, Chris Steele, 
David O’Donnell, Vince 
O’Connor and Brooke 
Lund.

The Trust will have a 
fall grant round with appli-
cations most likely due 
by the end of September. 
More information on the 
final deadline will be pub-
lished in the Timberjay, 
as well as on the Trust’s 
website by August.

Any questions about 
the grant programs, the 
Trust, or ways to support 
the arts in Ely can be 
directed to Williams at 
218-365-2639 or info@
gardnertrust.org.

Gardner Humanities Trust awards grants
Local artists, organizations and fine arts events benefit

Dafne Caruso’s wool roving and felting art will 
be part of an exhibit later this year. submitted

ELY– Etta and Sova Meyer, of Ely, were recent-
ly named among Minnesota Connections Academy’s 
(MNCA) Students of the Month in recognition of their 
outstanding achievements and leadership in the virtual 
classroom.

Etta, a second grader, and her sister Sova, a fifth 
grader, were each nominated by their teachers in recog-
nition of their hard work and enthusiasm toward learning 
in the online classroom. 

As a Student of the Month, both Etta and Sova will 
receive a certificate of achievement and be profiled in the 
Minnesota Connections Academy student newsletter and 
the school’s social media platforms. 

“Our students of the month demonstrate leadership 
and an extraordinary commitment to learning while 
serving as strong role models for their peers,” said 
Melissa Gould,  Minnesota Connections Academy 
Principal. “The members of our faculty and staff are 
proud to give these virtual classroom leaders the rec-
ognition they deserve.”

Etta and Sova were enrolled in Minnesota Connections 
Academy at the beginning of this academic year because 
their mother, Shannon, wanted an experienced and trusted 
distance learning option for her daughters during the pan-
demic. The students’ father, John Meyer, is a fourth-grade 
teacher at Washington Elementary School.

“We are grateful for the opportunity that MNCA 
gave us to have a strong academic year even during the 
pandemic,” Shannon Meyer said.

Minnesota Connections Academy 
recognizes two Ely students

City of Ely residents took advantage of the annual city-wide clean-
up opportunity last weekend. Several dumpsters, donated by G-Men 
Environmental Services, were set up near Whiteside Park on Friday and 
Saturday and G-Men and Ely Public Works Department crews assisted 
residents in disposing of all sorts of unwanted junk items including 
lawn mowers, air conditioners, scrap metal and other junk. No tire or 
household refuse was accepted. photo by K. Vandervort

Tuesday Group program back in action
ELY – The Tuesday Group community educational 

lunch gathering will again meet in person at the Grand 
Ely Lodge beginning Tuesday, June 1. The group went 
on hiatus during the coronavirus pandemic.

A new coordinator, Lacey Squier, will lead the 
group as Steve Schon and Steve Piragis announced their 
retirement. The group meets at noon every Tuesday at 
the GEL. Participants have an opportunity to order lunch.

Erik Simula will present his thoughts on the local 
Birch Bark Canoe Project, which will be kicking off 
later this month. Erik serves as the Birch Bark Canoe 
Project instructor for the Ely Folk School, and as the 
Board Chairperson for the Minnesota Canoe Museum.

Have a speaker suggestion? Contact Squier by 
email at ElyTuesdayGroup@gmail.com or by phone at 
218-216-9141. 

 
REGISTRATION 

for 2021-22 School Year IS NOW OPEN! 
3/4 year old class- Tuesday & Thursday AM 

4/5 year old class- Monday, Wednesday & Friday AM or PM 
 

Deadline is Monday, August 10th 
 

Forms are available online at happydaysely.com, Zup’s, and  
Ely Northland Market 

 
Scholarships are available. 

Child needs to be 3 years old by September 1st. 
 

Questions? Contact Mandy at mandyjpetersen@gmail.com 

ECR children’s 
garden returns

ELY – When clean-
ing out and thinning peren-
nial beds or shopping at 
the local garden centers, 
think of Ely Community 
Resource and the chil-
dren’s garden The chil-
dren’s garden returns this 
summer and is tended 
by elementary students 
involved in ECR’s summer 
enrichment program. 

Children learn how 
to care for plants, harvest, 
cook with, and share 
produce with the com-
munity. Gardening goals 
for this summer include 
sharing vegetables with 
seniors at the nursing 
home, taking a field trip to 
a restaurant for a cooking 
lesson, and learning how 
to arrange fresh flowers 
and delivering bouquets. 

Annual, perennial, or 
vegetable plant donations 
can be brought to Ely 
Community Resource, 
111 S. 4th Ave. in Ely. 

Structures burn on Burntside island
ELY - Four structures on Waters Island, located on 

Burntside Lake near Ely, were destroyed by fire early 
Sunday, May 23.

According to the Northland Fire Wire, the Morse/
Fall Lake fire chief said the blaze was reported at 5:15 
a.m. when a power transformer near a boathouse and 
summer residence exploded, caught fire and then spread 
to that structure. Two nearby cabins and an outbuilding 
were also destroyed. 

Two residents were treated near the scene for possi-
ble smoke inhalation by the Ely Ambulance Service. No 
other injuries were reported. Firefighters from Morse-
Fall Lake, Ely, Babbitt, and the U.S. Forest Service 
battled the blaze.



FAITH AND FOOD

Goodies and goodwill abound at church fundraiser
Proceeds going to send kids to Bible camp and fund church renovation project

FIELD TWP- Spring 
is an exciting time for 
students and for school 
staff. With the weather 
getting nicer, students are 
spending more time out-
side, which is especially 
important this year with 
everyone needing an oc-
casional mask break. The 
end of the school year is 
bittersweet for students 
and staff alike. While our 
students need a break, 
many crave the structure 
and social connections 
at school. Living in a ru-
ral area myself, without 
the connection to kids at 
school, opportunities for 
social interactions for my 
own kids are more diffi-
cult to secure.

With the COVID pan-
demic hopefully heading 
to a close, guidance has 
changed for our gradu-
ation 2021. The initial 
capacity limits for in-

door events (capped at 
50 percent capacity) will 
be lifted on May 28. Our 
original plan limited the 
number of family mem-
bers allowed to four, but 
now our graduates will be 
able to invite their fam-
ilies and friends without 

worrying about any limit 
at all. The mask mandate 
for schools will be lifted 
on the last teacher con-
tract day on June 4, so 
masks will not be required 

on graduation night. 
So, what does the 

future hold? Education 
is a reflective and ev-
er-changing profession. 
We are used to adapting 
our practices to fit student 
needs, changing expecta-
tions, current initiatives, 
technology use, and other 
factors. The pandemic re-
quired us to change many 
things. Some of these 
changes can be looked 
at in a positive light. As 
a teaching staff, we are 
really excited to wrap up 
the school year on a posi-
tive note, but also to look 
to next fall to establish a 
new normal. It’s hard to 
imagine thinking about 
next year already, espe-
cially after the stresses of 
the 20-21 school year, but 
part of what keeps edu-
cators moving forward is 
focusing on the positives 
to come.

In meeting with 
teachers at the close of 
the year, many comment-

ed that the need to incor-
porate distance learning 
led to a streamlining of 
content delivery. Some 
of the topics that might 
not be 100 percent neces-
sary were taken out, and 
the focus was on more of 
the essentials. In simple 
terms, we had to cut out 
some of the fluff. Technol-
ogy delivery, while still 
not perfect, certainly im-
proved. Teachers not only 
became more adept at de-
livering lessons virtually, 
but also at pre-recording 
content. This could lead to 
a positive of having more 
in-class time to focus on 
practice and on individual 
instruction as needed. 

The importance of 
relationships with our 
students became even 
more apparent in the past 
year. Many students have 
struggled remotely with 
distance learning. The in-
ability to connect in-per-
son led to an increase in 
the numbers of kids strug-

gling academically. The 
number of failures led us 
to having a first at North 
Woods: Credit Recov-
ery classes for our high 
school students. By hav-
ing credit recovery (sum-
mer school), students will 
have the chance to earn 
back lost credits. For a 
senior, this can mean the 
difference between get-
ting a diploma a month 
late or a year late. By the 
way, this was a state and 
national problem as many 
schools and students grap-
pled with distance learn-
ing. I am thankful that we 
were able to remain open. 
Another big focus for us 
is student engagement. 
When students are en-
gaged in the learning pro-
cess and subject matter, 
they do better, plain and 
simple. I want our school 
to move forward focusing 
on this and do all that we 
can to connect our kids to 
the subject matter and to 
give students ownership 

in how they demonstrate 
their knowledge. I will be 
working with teachers on 
how this might look. I also 
am looking at how we best 
engage our families to en-
sure that kids have good 
school attendance. Far too 
often, the reason a student 
is struggling is because 
they are simply not com-
ing to school. Attendance 
is very important, and 
kids who attend school 
consistently are generally 
much more successful. It 
seems a rather simple con-
cept, but we need to have 
students, parents, and our 
staff all on the same page 
to make sure that every-
one realizes the impor-
tance of coming to class 
consistently. As a wise 
person once said, “Half 
the battle is showing up.”

I would like to wish 
our seniors well as they 
move on. More to come 
on the North Woods Class 
of 2021 in the near future.
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COOK- Anyone 
heading out onto the west 
end of Lake Vermilion 
on an empty stomach for 
the fishing opener would 
have done themselves a 
big favor if they had first 
stopped by Zup’s Market 
in Cook. And while there 
were the usual provisions 
inside the store, the big 
find was outside – a huge 
bake sale put on by the 
women of Cook Covenant 
Church.

There were items ga-
lore still remaining by 1 
p.m., but that’s only be-
cause each of the wom-
en involved was asked 
to provide 12 dozen of 
whatever they prepared 
for the event. Boxes and 
boxes of baked goodies 
were stacked higher than 
the sale tables they were 
placed on before the sale 
got started.

As is often the case at 
such events, the women 
working behind the tables 

hastily elected a reluctant 
spokesperson, Liz Burton, 
the pastor’s wife, to speak 
to the press on their be-
half. It wasn’t long before 
Burton was stumped by a 
question about how many 
years Cook Covenant has 
done this bake sale, and 
she turned back to her 
“Dream Team” for help.

“Three or four years?” 
she asked. “Three, or 
four?” They collectively 
ended up passing on that 
one.

But there’s no ques-
tion at all about why they 
were holding this bake 
sale.

“We are renovating 
our sanctuary, and it’s very 
exciting,” Burton said. 
“Right, ladies? I’m bring-
ing you into this here.”

The women behind 
the table couldn’t be co-
erced, but they started vol-
unteering comments from 
a distance any time they 
thought Burton needed 

some additional support.
Collectively, they re-

vealed that funds from past 
sales had also gone to do 
some work at the church, 
including replacing a fur-
nace, but much had also 
gone to ministry. And the 
bake sale also sends any 
kid or teenager who wants 
to go to Covenant Park Bi-
ble Camp in the summer.

It’s hard to know 
whether the group had 
more fun baking or selling 
all of the delicious good-
ies, but they evidently 
were proficient with both. 
There were plenty of ap-
parently satisfied custom-
ers who finished cleaning 
them out of items.

Burton said she was 
appreciative not only 
for her baking “Dream 
Team,” but for all those 
who turned out to buy and 
contribute to getting the 
renovation project rolling, 
and also to Zup’s for host-
ing them.

Cook Covenant Church bakers Bonnie Pajari, Jill Korpela-Bontems, Betty 
Wilson, and Barbara Wilson display the last remaining items from their 
massive bake sale to raise funds for church renovations and missions.
       photo by D. Colburn

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Looking to graduation ceremonies and beyond

Book club to 
meet on June 8

COOK- The Readers 
and Rappers book club 
will meet on Tuesday, 
June 8 at 1 p.m. at the ga-
zebo in Cook City Park 
to discuss “The Women 
in the Castle,” a novel by 
Jessica Shattuck.

The New York Times 
best-selling author emi-
grated to the United States 
from Germany after World 
War II and grew up with 
a sense of shame from 
being half-German. Her 
seven years of research 
for the work of historical 
fiction took her to Germa-
ny where she interviewed 
family members and oth-
ers who lived through and 
survived the war.

Shattuck was inspired 
by the German people who 
later in life did not feel the 
need to be forgiven but 
wanted to be understood. 
This distinction formed 
the foundation for the 
novel, which begins with 
the story of an aristocratic 
woman who assembles a 
makeshift family from the 
survivors of her husband’s 
resistance movement. The 
story continues through 
the years following the 
defeat of Germany, ending 
with a reunion in 1991.

Sue Gustafson will 
moderate the discussion.

Readers and Rappers 
will not meet in July.

Library summer 
activities begin

COOK- Fun and ex-
citement await the chil-
dren and adults who in-
clude the Cook Public 
Library’s summer pro-
gramming in their season-
al activities.

The library will hold 
the “Reading Colors Your 
World” Summer Reading 
Program from June 1 – 
July 30, and everyone is 
invited to read.

Preschool through el-
ementary age kids will re-
ceive a book log, activity 
book, stickers and book-
mark. Reading logs are to 
be turned inat the Cook 
Public Library by July 30 
to receive a prize. Anyone 
can request a book log 
by calling the library at 
218-666-2210 or emailing 
crystal.phillips@alslib.
info.

North Woods Ele-
mentary students will re-
ceive summer reading ma-
terials at the end of May. 

It’s also time for a 
BINGO challenge for 
adults and teens. Pick 
up the Summer Reading 
BINGO card at the Cook 
Public Library or print 
a copy from the library 
website at www.cookpub-
liclibrary.org.

Earn a BINGO in any 
direction, turn in your 
card by July 30 at the li-
brary and receive a prize.

Need book ideas?  
Call 218-666-2210 or 
email crystal.phillips@
alslib.info.

Hospice starts 
membership
campaign

COOK- The annual 
membership campaign is 
one of two main fundrais-
ers of the year for Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners, 
Inc.  In 2020, the cam-
paign raised over $1,500 
in memberships and me-
morial donations.  This 
was a significant decrease 
from past years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
VHHP fundraising suf-
fered during this last year 
and a half. 

This year VHHP is 
hosting a Hope for Hos-
pice 4K Walk/Run on 
June 26 as a membership 
fundraiser.  Registration is 
open, and forms are avail-
able on the VHHP web-
site.

The race will start at 9 
a.m. beginning at the Old 
County Garage at Ashawa 
Road in Cook.  Registra-
tion is $40 in advance and 
$45 the day of the race.  
Kids five and under are 
free.  Six years old to 13 
years old registration is 
$15 in advance and $20 
on race day.  To ensure a 
t-shirt, register by June 3  
Registration for the race 

includes a one-year mem-
bership to VHHP.

You will receive the 
VHHP newsletters and 
mailings that include up-
dates about the wonderful 
things we are doing for 
those in hospice as well as 
any fundraisers/meetings 
we hold throughout the 
year.  Please see the web-
site for registration info 
for the Hope for Hospice 
4K Walk/Run at www.
vhhp.org.

“Your membership 
is not only important to 
VHHP, but also very im-
portant to the patients 
and families that we are 
able to help and support 
through your generosity,” 
Program Director Becca 
Bundy said. “VHHP con-
tinues to receive financial 
requests during this pan-
demic.  Health and finan-
cial hardships don’t stop 
because of a world pan-
demic.”

Bundy continued, 
“Memberships are avail-
able as individual or fam-
ily memberships.  Please 
consider a VHHP mem-
bership or renewing your 
membership.  With your 
membership, you are en-
titled to a copy of our an-
nual spring and fall news-
letters, an invitation to our 
Annual Meeting held in 
June (more information 
available upon request), 
and a copy of our Annu-
al Report. Remember all 

membership contributions 
are tax deductible. Your 
contribution may cover 
patient medical supplies 
and equipment, bereave-
ment and grief support, 
patient support in the 
form of massage, family 
visits, last wishes.  Your 
contributions also provide 
scholarships at graduation 
for two graduating high 
school seniors from the 
Cook, Orr, Nett Lake and 
Tower attendance area, as 
well as a current college 
student.”

You can find a re-
newal form on the VHHP 
website or contact Pro-
gram Director Becca Bun-
dy via email at vhhpdirec-
tor@gmail.com or phone 
at 218-780-5423.  

NWFA Art Expo 
begins June 3

COOK- Artwork of 
regional Minnesota artists 
will be on display for the 
annual Spring Art Expo at 
the Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts Gallery in 
Cook during the month of 
June.

Spring Art Expo was 
created specifically to en-
courage the display and 
sale of art by regional art-
ists who will reap the ben-
efit of keeping all of the 
money from each sale.  

Visit the gallery and 
enjoy a huge variety of 

stunning artworks and 
crafts including jewelry, 
pottery, fiber art, carvings, 
sculptures, photos and 
paintings at 210 S River 
Street.

The annual event will 
begin June 3 amd run un-
til June 26. Exhibits will 
only be at the gallery and 
not in local businesses.  
Artist members pay a reg-
istration fee of $15 which 
covers the expenses of 
NWFA.

The gallery is open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. On 
June 12, the gallery will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

In conjunction with 
Spring Art Expo, NWFA 
will take part in the Cook 
Timber Days celebration 
June 11, 12, and 13. There 
will be art activities for 
children in the NWFA tent 
and local authors signing 
their books..

Wednesday, June 16 
from 6 to 8 p.m. is the 
night that “Music In The 
Park” kicks off 13 weeks 
of Wednesday concerts 
at the gazebo in Cook, 
with the first featuring the 
“Beefeater Brothers!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

by JOHN VUKMANICH
North Woods Principal



into the digital realm in the 
1990s, Anderson eagerly 
dove into the realm of 
coding, basically learning 
by doing it.

“There really weren’t 
any coding classes at that 
time,” she said.

But there were coders 
who would teach and 
mentor, including Rick 
Pearson of Eagle One 
Productions.

“I got this local fellow 
to teach me coding,” 
Anderson said. “Dad would 
drive us over to Lake 
Vermilion and go into his 
basement ‘man cave’ and 
he would teach me some 
tips and tricks. So, the 
passion was started then. 
We knew that’s where 
growth was, and when 
you’re an entrepreneur you 
always look for places that 
are growing.”

Elizabeth Chapman 
started at Art Unlimited 
managing the paperwork 
and finances, but she, too, 
jumped into the technol-
ogy side of the operation, 
pursing a degree from the 
University of Minnesota.

“I think I was one of the 
first totally remote learners 
that graduated from the U of 
M because I was in one of 
their pilot program classes, 
so I was able to do that while 
at the same time working 
and continuing to grow the 
company,” Chapman said.
Ground floor

A n d e r s o n  a n d 
Chapman, along with 
Operations Director Mike 
Laulunen, oversee the big 
picture for Art Unlimited 
these days, but most women, 
and men, start their technol-
ogy careers as Anderson 
did, working in the hands-
on arena of development. 
The Timberjay spoke with 
three women on the Art 
Unlimited development 
team whose experiences 
illustrate that the pathways 
into tech for women are 

varied and numerous.
Denisa Lalikova has 

worked for Art Unlimited 
for a year, coding websites 
while working from her 
home in Duluth. It’s not at 
all the career she originally 
envisioned.

“I grew up in Slovakia, 
and pretty much my whole 
life I was just playing 
hockey,” Lalikova said. 
“Then I was lucky enough 
to leave my country and 
come to the U.S. I studied 
in high school for three 
years, still played hockey, 
and then I came to (The 
College of St.) Scholastica. 
My main goal was to grad-
uate in exercise physiology 
and then pursue becoming 
a physical therapist.”

However, she was 
interested in technology, 
too, and added computer 
information science as a 
second major in her senior 
year. The additional major 
meant extra time in college, 
and Lalikova used some 
of that time to do some 
research.

“It opened up my doors 
to technology,” she said,” 
and I guess I kind of fell in 
love with it. It’s like when 
you’re working on some-
thing and you lose track of 
time. It’s that same feeling 
that I had playing hockey, 
so I said OK, that’s the 
thing. That made me learn 
more on my own, because 
I only did the CIS major for 
three semesters.”

A few weeks before she 
graduated in 2020, Lalikova 

landed a virtual internship 
with Art Unlimited, and the 
mentorship she received 
there led her to stay on.

“It was just really cool 
to start from the bottom 
and make my way up to be 
fully independent and do 
websites and all the tasks 
by myself.”

As a child of the Iron 
Range growing up in 
Virginia, Amanda Jacquart 
also had her sights set on 
something other than tech-
nology for a career.

“My first initial thought 
was to be a paleontologist,” 
she said. “When I looked 
into it, I said no, that’s too 
much physical work that I 
can’t do. My other passion 
was just messing around on 
the computer.”

Jacquart started learn-
ing CSS code and making 
“my own little websites” 
when she was 14 years old 
and got hooked into the 
virtual world of cyber pets.

“It was a huge com-
munity at that time,” she 
said. Creating virtual web 
environments for these 
digital creatures convinced 
Jacquart that technology 
was what she wanted to do. 
But she didn’t explore it 
seriously until enrolling in 
the graphic design program 
at Mesabi Range College 
after taking a couple of 
years off after high school.

“I found a really good 
happy medium of the design 
aspect and the coding 
aspect as well,” she said.

It just so happened 

that Anderson represent-
ed Art Unlimted on the 
graphic design program’s 
advisory committee, and 
that, Chapman said, led to 
a serendipitous encounter.

“It was at an open 
house for the advisers to 
come see work that Anna 
met Amanda, and she came 
back and said ‘Can you 
hire this person for me?’” 
Chapman said.

Jacquart lives in and 
works from Babbitt, and 
during her seven years with 
Art Unlimited she’s pro-
gressed through multiple 
levels of changing engage-
ment with technology.

“I like the randomness 
that my job provides,” 
she said. “One day I’ll be 
doing my (user experience) 
review and all of a sudden 
there’s a weird issue that 
comes up and I’m off onto 
another path to solve this 
problem. Then that leads 
down another crazy path.”

There’s another reason 
technology has been a 
good choice for Jacquart 
– family.

“When I started this 
field, I was a single mom,” 
she said. “Being able to 
have the opportunity to 
work from home and still 
do my job to 100-percent 
full capability was a great 
aspect to this. There are no 
boundaries, really, when 
you’re in tech. You’re free 
to do all different kinds of 
aspects of technology while 
being able to work pretty 
much anywhere.”

Jana Carlson’s path 
to a technology job at 
Art Unlimited is the most 
unorthodox among the 
three. A wife and mother of 
seven, with three still living 
at home, she spent about 20 
years homeschooling her 
children. Her technology 
background was as a user, 
not a coder or designer, but 
that didn’t deter her from 
looking into a technology 
career.

“A big part of wanting 
to homeschool was just 
being a learner myself,” 
Carlson said. “I have been 
constantly learning, and 
that’s one of the things that 
appeals to me about this job 
and tech in general, because 
things are always changing. 
There’s always something 
new to learn and implement 
to help people.”

Carlson was in luck. As 
a company that embraces 
the core values of family, 
vision, empowerment, and 
excellence, Art Unlimited 
is wired to embrace candi-
dates with her background 
and qualities.

“By running every-
thing through that filter, 
you don’t focus on the 
differences as far as gender, 
or their socioeconomic 
pathway or the education, 
you focus on first on how 
they fit the core values,” 
Anderson said. “Because 
we’ve trained ourselves in 
things and we know what’s 
possible, those who  have 
an innate desire to learn and 
want to do it and fit the core 

values, they can do just as 
well as someone who has a 
master’s or a PhD.”

So, it’s been on-the-
job training for Carlson in 
her year-and-a-half at the 
company, and the variety 
of learning HTML, CSS, 
JavaScript and more, as 
well as stepping into the 
realm of search engine 
optimization has been just 
what she hoped it would be.

“It’s been a really 
fun experience,” she said. 
“Always something new. 
I’m excited that a lot of our 
clients are starting to gain 
some traction, to see their 
ranking on search engine 
results go up. It’s always 
exciting to find new ways 
of doing that, or if some-
thing’s not working to try 
something different.”

All  three women 
agreed that technology 
is a great fit for women 
who want careers with 
variety, opportunities for 
continuous learning and 
professional growth, and a 
wealth of different options 
for the future.

“I have had the experi-
ence of being laid off from 
a job, so I know what it’s 
like to be in an industry that 
isn’t necessarily going to 
provide a good position in 
the future,” Carlson said. 
“But I know that in tech 
there are always going to be 
opportunities out there. It’s 
something that’s growing 
and expanding and not 
retracting.”

LIFELONG LEARNING
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TOWER...Continued from page 1

with this week’s motion, 
Tower representatives on 
the TBWWB will now 
bring the request for the 
study to the joint powers 
board for consideration.

While the TBWWB 
has been closing in on its 
capacity limit for some 
time, a 2018 city council 
decision to connect the 
Hoodoo Point Campground 
to the municipal system 
essentially consumed the 
remaining capacity. 

Whi l e  Monday’ s 
motion passed unanimous-
ly, it prompted considerable 
discussion about other 
ways to address the issue. 
Council member Dave 
Setterberg noted that the 
city was making progress 
on inflow and infiltration (I 
and I) into the system, and 
that it could build capacity 
through continuing that 
effort. Council member 
Joe Morin agreed but noted 
that an engineer’s study 
would likely also analyze 
the potential gains through 
an I and I reduction plan. 
“That’s why I support the 
study,” said Morin. “We 
need to have the facts in 
front of us.”

Mayor Orlyn Kringstad 
agreed, also voicing support 
for the study. 

Expansion of the 
current pond system could 
pose significant financial 
hurdles, since a permit for 
increased capacity is likely 
to come with stricter limits 
on discharges. If so, that 
could require mechani-
cal treatment in addition 
to ponds, an outcome 
that would substantially 
increase both the construc-
tion costs associated with 
an expansion as well as 
ongoing operational costs 
for the system. Reducing 
I and I, which currently 
accounts for a significant 
percentage of the wastewa-
ter flow, could help increase 
capacity. TEDA has also 
discussed the construction 
of a cluster system on the 
west side of the East Two 
River, to serve existing 
businesses and the county 
public works garage, as 
well as the proposed new 
RV park, without having 
to connect to the municipal 
system. A cluster system 
is like a standard septic 
system but is considerably 
larger and is designed 

to serve multiple users. 
If built, it could later be 
connected to the munici-
pal system if and when 
the TBWWB expands its 
treatment capacity.
Recreational trails

The council  also 
approved another study, 
this one to be conducted 
by the Lake Vermilion 
Trail joint powers group 
on a planned paved trail 
segment from the Y Store 
to Tower. Carol Booth, of 
Cook, informed the council 
that the planned route is 
flagged and that the group 
is working with an engi-
neering firm on an environ-
mental assessment, which 
would include some city-
owned property. “We’re 
not asking for money,” said 
Booth. “But we would like 
a motion allowing us to do 
the analysis.”

In other trails-relat-
ed action, the council 
approved an agreement with 
the Arrowhead Regional 
Development Commission 
to create a master trail plan 
for the community. Grants 
manager Nancy Larson 
said will take about six 
months to complete the 

plan, which will be over-
seen by a local steering 
committee. Kringstad and 
Morin agreed to take part 
on the steering committee, 
which will be made up 
of representatives from 
various groups with an 
interest in trails.

“Trails are really 
important to our area,” 
noted Larson. They’re a 
real economic driver and 
this plan will look at new 
trails as well as issues with 
existing trails,” she said.

The $10,000 price 
tag for the study is being 
funded by a $5,000 grant 
from the Department of 
Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation and a $2,500 
commitment each from the 
city and TEDA.
New campground 
contract

In other action, the 
council approved a new five-
year contract with Randy 
Pratt as manager of the 
Hoodoo Point Campground. 
The decision came with 
little discussion, although 
Clerk-Treasurer Victoria 
Ranua noted that she had 
made some changes to the 

contract to more accurately 
reflect the actual job duties. 
“The city attorney reviewed 
the changes and saw no 
problem with them,” Ranua 
said. Some on the council 
did spot some typographical 
errors among the changes, 
however, and they approved 
the contract contingent on 
correcting spelling errors.

In related action, the 
council voted to repeal 
city Ordinance 14, which 
dates back to 1967 and 
places day-to-day manage-
ment of the campground 
under the auspices of a 
city Tourism Development 
a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Commission. Such a com-
mission has not existed for 
decades, noted Ranua, and 
seems to conflict with the 
longstanding practice of 
the city to contract out for 
campground management. 

In other business, the 
council:

 Approved getting 
quotes to extend electrical 
service to a portion of the 
harbor. Morin said he had 
received a request from a 
local businessperson who 
was interested in being able 
to offer services like a food 

cart at the harbor at busy 
times. Councilors noted that 
the harbor has been used by 
others in the past for events, 
but that the lack of electrical 
service has required the use 
of generators. 

 Approved a motion 
to appoint Deputy Clerk 
Terri Joki-Martin as the 
point person at city hall to 
work with the local events 
board on 4th of July activ-
ities.

 Approved the hiring 
of Olivia Suihkonen as the 
city’s seasonal summer 
worker. 

 Approved a motion 
directing the clerk-treasurer 
to update all city lease prop-
erties. In some cases, said 
Ranua, there are no existing 
leases that can be found at 
city hall. 

 Under the consent 
agenda, approved a letter 
of support for the Northeast 
Minnesota Mine Tour 
Project. It also proposed a 
$1,000 contribution toward 
the effort in 2022.

  Accepted the 
resignation of Marshall 
Helmberger from the Tower 
Fire Department. 

SMALL BUSINESS OWNER?
Visit IRS.gov for LOTS of helpful info on
starting, running and filing taxes for your

business. Type “small business tax center”
 in the search box. Or visit askjean.net

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

Ethnic Creations
Handmade gifts from the past to the present

Classes • Custom Orders
Weaving • Felting • Quilting 

Needle Arts
Open Monday & Tuesday from 10-4

7148 Cty Rd 715, Embarrass, MN 55732
218-741-1536 or 218-750-0475 (cell)
www.finnishethniccreations.com 

debwiitanen.etsy.com

TECH...Continued from page 1

ELY - Who isn’t fascinat-
ed by fire? It seems to be part 
of human DNA, and human 
history. Blacksmithing gives 
one the opportunity to “play” 
with fire, using intense heat 
to transform hard metal into a 
different substance that can be 
bent, twisted, and formed into 
many functional and decorative 
items.

The Ely Folk School 
recently presented a Taste of 
Blacksmithing class that gave 

students an opportunity to give 
this ancient art a try. 

A recent all-day workshop, 
dubbed “Hammer and Tongs,” 
was conducted at EFS. Educator 
Paul Webster gave participants 
a chance to practice and expand 
their skills, making some tools 
and S-hooks that are useful 
around the house and shop. 

Webster holds a Master’s 
Degree in experiential educa-
tion and has been forging since 
1988. He is a founder of Forging 
Community, a community 
organization and blacksmithing 
school in Duluth. He has also 

worked as the blacksmith for 
Duluth Pack Store and the Frost 
River Trading Company doing 
classes and demonstrations. 
Forging Community members 
give demonstrations at their 
home base in Duluth and teach 
blacksmithing skills throughout 
Minnesota.

EFS students learned about 
forge safety procedures, proper 
color (temperature) to start 
forging, and basic hammering 
techniques for elongating, 
bending and twisting metal. 
Everyone went home with one 
or more successfully executed 

S-hooks.
Ely native Phil Leino 

assisted at the class. “His 
donation of our first forge was 
responsible for the initial spark 
that led to the creation of the 
blacksmithing building and 
program here at the Ely Folk 
School,” said Program Director 
Betty Firth. 

Leino’s grandfather served 
as the Ely blacksmith years ago. 
“Phil grew up in Ely, hearing 
stories about his blacksmith 
grandfather and worked with 
his Dad fabricating metal 
tools,” she said.

Hammer and tongs: Blacksmithing at Ely Folk School

A blacksmithing student learns 
the craft at Ely Folk School. 
photo by K. Vandervort

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5
218-827-2515

Babbitt Shopping Center

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

Have A Safe
& Happy

Memorial Day
CLOSED

May 29-June 1



ments indicated that the 
second phase of the project 
was estimated to cost more 
than double what was 
expected, from about $4 
million to more than $8 
million.

KA Senior Project 
Manager Mike Dosan 
joined the study session 
via social media. “Bid 
package two, primarily 
involving the renovation 
work in the Washington and 
Memorial buildings, did not 
come in where we wanted 
them to,” he said. “We did 
not get the bid coverage 
we were expecting. Out 
of the 24 bid packages, 12 
of them received just one 
bid. We expected more 
coverage. We recommend 
not approving any of the 
bids in this package.”

Dosan proposed to the 
school board they re-bid 
the second phase of the 
project in October. “We 
feel that the market would 
be somewhat better than 
now, considering all the 
material cost increases that 
we have seen, and just the 
bidding market going into 

winter when people are 
looking harder at work and 
not filled up with workloads 
right now,” he said.

Dosan also suggested 
that the school district 
work with ARI and KA to 
“refocus the scope,” or look 
for ways to cut the project 
to bring it within budget 
and have it completed by 
the fall of 2022.

School board member 
Darren Visser pushed the 
district to “rethink some 
things to save money” in 
case the new bids still come 
in over budget.

Dosan stressed the 
importance of the school 
district refocusing the scope 
of the project this summer, 
well before the re-bid-
ding process in October. 
“We will be starting those 
meetings with ARI and the 
school district to focus on 
that,” he said. “We want to 
feel good about what we are 
putting out there to bid in 
October.”

Anne Oelke, K-5 prin-
cipal, was assured that 
the Washington building 
media center, destined 

to become the new Early 
Childhood and Family 
Education facility, will 
be renovated and ready to 
open at the beginning of 
the 2021-2022 school year.

Dosan noted that a 
portion of the new ECFE 
facility was bid in the first 
construction package that 
was approved earlier this 
spring. “Bid package one 
primarily focused on the 
demolition and removal of 
that area, and the remodel-
ing to build it back was in 
bid package two, but we 
will demo and rebuild it for 
this fall,” he said.

“With the rejection of 
the package-two bids, we 
will develop a list of the 
things that have to be done 
to coincide with what’s 
going on with the addition 
and bid package one,” 
Dosan said. “We would 
change-order (the ECFE 

work) into the project this 
summer to get that done for 
the fall.”

School board Tom 
Omerza pushed the con-
struction manager to 
increase marketing of  the 
ISD 696 school renovation 
project to get more bids 
for each of the parts of the 
phase-two project and to 
avoid getting just one bid 
for so many aspects of the 
project.

“I would say we did 
a good job of that for 
bid package two and bid 
package one,” Dosan said. 
“I think bidding (for phase 
two) in May had some-
thing to do with it. Some 
of the contractors perhaps 
decided they were too full 
and didn’t want to over-ex-
tend themselves. That 
could have been part of the 
reason. If we can reorganize 
the scope and get it out to 

bid in October, we’ll have 
the time to get the word 
out. We have 32 packages 
under phase one that the 
contractors are already set 
to do the work on.”

Dosan struggled to 
explain why half of the 
work scopes for the second 
bid package received just 
one bid. “There may be 
partially a distance issue, 
or if it is that they are all 
busy. I’m sure there are 
several factors. Many of the 
people we called, said they 
were just booked up for the 
summer,” he said. 

Dosan reported that 
the demolition work on 
the campus is on sched-
ule, but admitted that the 
bid package rejection will 
result in delays on when 
renovation work (initially 
scheduled to commence 
this summer) will be com-
pleted. “We are hoping that 
reorganizing the scope for 
October bids will come in 
at what we agree on and we 
can continue to get the job 
done by fall of 2022.” 

“If we are over budget 
overall, what are our 
options?” Omerza asked.

“Once we re-assess the 
revised scope for bidding, 
we would also propose a 
series of alternates so we 
can pick and choose from 

what bids come in. We 
want to make sure we use 
the funds to the maximum,” 
Dosan said. “We take this 
seriously and we are taking 
responsibility for this. We 
are not where we want to 
be, obviously.”

Oelke asked if aspects 
of the first construction 
phase, primarily involving 
the new building construc-
tion between the Memorial 
and Washington buildings, 
could be scaled back to 
make up for the over-bid-
ding in the second phase.

Dosan said nothing is 
off the table. “We don’t 
want to decide that on our 
own so that will be a dis-
cussion for us to have,” he 
said. ARI has done a little 
work on that already this 
week.”

Visser stressed looking 
at even minor things to con-
sider scaling back. “Let’s 
not overlook the $5,000 
and $10,000 things. Those 
things add up, too.”

Oelke added, “We did 
sell to the public that our 
existing buildings are a 
hundred years old and that 
we wanted to very much 
take care of those buildings 
and not focus solely on the 
middle (new building), but 
the whole project.”

Erie also reported that 
the asbestos abatement 
process required in the 
demolition work for the 
renovation project is now 
up to more than $200,000. 
Book banning 
request

School board members 
received a report on 
the District Advisory 
Committee that included 
school curriculum review, 
specifically the high school 
curriculum and required 
reading materials. The 
committee recommended 
no changes to the English 
curriculum.

Earlier this spring, 
a district parent request-
ed that the school board 
remove a book from the 
required reading list for 
eleventh-grade English 
students.

The book in question 
is “I’m Still Here, Black 
Dignity in a World Made 
for Whiteness,” by Austin 
Channing Brown. The 
2018 New York Times 
bestseller is described, 
“From a leading voice on 
racial justice, an eye-open-
ing account of growing 
up Black, Christian, and 
female that exposes how 
white America’s love affair 
with ‘diversity’ so often 
falls short of its ideals.”

In raising his objec-
tions, the parent, Chad 
Davis said, it is a book 
“filled with hate speech, 
racial division, anti-white 
rhetoric and cancel culture 
all rooted in critical race 
theory.”

Erie said the Memorial 
School English Department 
reviewed the book and the 
banning request. “Even 
the professional learning 
community that is asso-
ciated with the English 
Department read the book, 
too,” he said. “The English 
Department made their rec-
ommendation to Principal 
Anderson to continue using 
it to support the standard 
that it is associated with. 
Principal Anderson gave 
her support and told me 
she supports continuing on 
(with the standard). I also 
support that. That was the 
process we used and will 
continue to do that.”

Erie said the admin-
istration will continue to 
study Minnesota School 
Board Association Policy 
606 that pertains to text-
books and instructional 
materials. School board 
chair Ray Marsnik said 
he would like to have the 
MSBA policy in place in 
ISD 696 for the beginning 
of the 2021-2022 school 
year.
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DISCLOSURES... *120 Day payment deferral AND 2.49% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial 
on approved credit. Not compatible with some other incentives, offers and vehicles. See dealer for 

details. Tax and title extra. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 06/01/2021.    

PREOWNED  VALUES!

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn
Koski

Les 
Hujanen

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Calvin
Jolly

$19,990
$47,990

$30,990
$18,990
$26,990
$32,990
$22,990
$17,990
$14,990
$11,990
$10,990
$29,990
  $8,990
$22,990
$10,490

2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT............GM Certified!...................
2020 RAM 2500 HD 4x4 w/8’ 2” BOSS V Plow....................
         Only 1,100 Miles!...........................................................
2018 Chevrolet Silverado LT 4x4 Crew....Save Thousands!......
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD.......Nicely Equipped!..............
2018 Ford Edge SEL AWD.............Very Clean!...........................
2018 RAM 1500 Quad Cab 4x4............Only 23K Miles!.........       
2017 Ford Escape Titanium AWD.....Only 19K Miles!.........
2017 Mitsubishi Outlander AWD.....Only 24K Miles!............
2016 Chevrolet Impala LT.................Fresh Trade-In!!............       
2015 Chevrolet Cruz LT...............Great Gas Mileage!............    
2014 Ford CMAX Hybrid.................Fresh Trade In!................    
2014 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ Crew 4x4...Nicely Equipped!.  
2014 Chevrolet Cruze LT.................Fresh Trade In!................ 
2013 GMC Sierra SLT 4x4 Short Box...............6.2 V8!..............
2012 Chevrolet Malibu LT.........Very Clean Trade In!...........

2021 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LT AWD
MSRP $29,730MSRP $29,730

Customer Cash -$1,487Customer Cash -$1,487

Sale PriceSale Price
$28,243$28,243

Sale PriceSale Price
$66,785$66,785

2021 CHEVROLET TAHOE RST 4X4

We Buy Clean, Used Vehicles

SAVE $1,487 AND...
AND NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS!!*

GET 2.49% APR
AND NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS!!*

*

*
WON’T LAST LONG!!

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

Call about the 26% tax credit!

427 E. Sheridan St., Ely • 218.365.7300 • info@elysartandsoul.com

  June is CHUCK DAYTON’S
     month...May 29-June 27

    OPEN HOUSE
  Saturday, June 5 • Artist Den, 1-3 PM
Honoring this distinguished advocate, author, artist

JUNE EXHIBITION: “Loons, Light and Flight”
Book signing for “Secrets of the Loon,” 

five years of photographing loons.
Chuck Dayton has sixty-four years of

photographing in the Boundary Waters.

AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
214 2nd Ave. S, Virginia, MN • 218-741-9356

All furniture may not be as shown.

YOUR HOME-DECOR STORE

ELY...Continued from page 1

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

20 5th St SE
(218) 361-3297

Tower Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
(218) 753-2405

COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available

Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals 
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations 

following state eligibility guidelines.  Supply is limited and call 
volumes are high, so we appreciate  your patience.  If  you 

believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements, 
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

A new roof is being installed this week on the Memorial High School 
building. photo by K. Vandervort
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WOLF PROJECT...Continued from page 1

anything. We saw two pups, 
but we couldn’t see the back 
of the den. So, we put up our 
cameras, and lo and behold, 
five pups were in there. We 
never would’ve known that 
because you can’t sit by 
the den and wait for them 
to come out; they’re not 
going to come out while 
you’re there.”

Determining wolf pup 
survival rates is just one 
goal of the project, and 
across the dozen or so 
packs the project monitors, 
undercounting pups by half 
or more would seriously 
affect their conclusions.

“There’s a lot of dens 
that have these little nooks 
and crannies and these 
little pups can sneak into 
them and you’ll never see 
them in there,” Gable said. 
“Those cameras give us a 
lot of confidence that our 
estimate is sound.”

The University of 
Minnesota-sponsored 
project, which grew out 
of a collaboration between 
Voyageurs National Park 
and Northern Michigan 
University, has already 
made great strides in its 
studies by tracking wolves 
with GPS collars, but trans-
lating wolf movements into 
descriptions of actual wolf 
behavior often involves 
educated speculation. Trail 
cams, Gable said, can 
remove the guesswork. 
“Wolves catching fish, 
we documented that from 
following our GPS-collared 
wolves around, but it was 
hard to get our paper 
published on that one 
because we didn’t have 
direct observation of it,” 
Gable said. “The paper 
was rejected the first time 
because the reviewers said 
you don’t know they’re 
actually catching fish here; 
it could be something else. 
And then we put out a trail 
camera and got it. If we 
had had that footage to go 
with it there would have 
been no question that they 
were catching fish, because 
we’ve got the video evi-

dence to show that.”
That first video posted 

to the project’s growing 
YouTube site has garnered 
about 2,600 views, and a 
subsequent wolf fishing 
video picked up 6,700 
more. There are currently 
about 75 videos on the site, 
with typical viewership 
ranging between 1,000 and 
10,000. The most popular 
video, the first-ever footage 
from a wild wolf wearing 
a collar camera, has had 
over one million views in 
the month it’s been online.

Coupled with addition-
al social media presence on 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter, videos produced 
with trail cam footage 
have been viewed more 
than 28 million times and 
have brought international 
attention to the project, 
Gable said.

“You’ve got people 
following the project 
from South Africa, China, 
Tha i land ,  Aus t ra l ia , 
South America, all sorts 
of European countries,” 
he said. “It’s been really 
awesome because it allows 
us to share our work and 
the wonder of northern 
Minnesota with a really 
huge audience. I think we 

have over 130,000 people 
following us across the 
various platforms, and 
that continues to increase 
substantially every day.”

Trail cam footage 
allows both researchers 
and followers to engage in 
a new way with the stories 
of wolves over short and 
long periods of time. When 
researchers put a GPS collar 
on a wolf, they also give it 
an ear tag. Collars detach 
and drop off automatically 
after a year or so, Gable 
said, but the quality of trail 
cams has improved to the 
point that researchers can 
often read the tag numbers 
from the video or use 
unique markings to identify 
individuals.

“For example, we’ve 
learned that a wolf that was 
tagged as a yearling in 2015 
is now the breeding animal 
in this pack in 2021,” Gable 
said. “Now we’re able to 
maintain and figure out 
when new packs form, we 
can determine when breed-
ing animals die, and when 
a new pack comes in and 
takes over that territory.”

Biologists flying in air-
planes have been fortunate 
in the past when they’ve 
been able to observe a 

wolf pack twice during 
the winter, as one pack’s 
territory can range up to 
70 square miles. Trail 

cams accomplish the task 
far better.

“You don’t have to do 
any flying, you don’t even 
need to have a collar on an 
animal in the pack,” Gable 
said. “You can just put your 
cameras in that territory, 
and it’s not uncommon for 
us to get ten, 12, 15 obser-
vations of the same pack.”

To expand the trail cam 
component of the research 
even more, the Voyageurs 
Wolf Project has launched 
an ambitious campaign 
on GoFundMe to raise 
$36,000 for 120 Browning 
Spec Ops trail camera pack-
ages. As of Tuesday, they 
were about three-fourths 
of the way there with over 
$28,000 in donations.

If successful,  the 
campaign will more than 
triple the number currently 
deployed, expanding the 
range covered and facili-
tating expanded research in 

wolf litter size and pup sur-
vival, pack and overall pop-
ulation estimates, unique 
behaviors like fishing and 
eating blueberries, and 
hunting behaviors.

“I’ve been telling 
people that if you really 
enjoy the content we share, 
the more cameras we have 
out just increases our ability 
to capture really special 
moments,” Gable said. 
“It’s not only helping our 
work, but it also is bene-
fiting our outreach and the 
people who donate directly 
because we’re going to 
share all of our cool stuff.”

Donations to the fund-
raiser can be made online at 
https://gofund.me/8c460f-
bc. You can learn more 
about the Voyageurs Wolf 
Project by visiting their 
Facebook page or going 
to their website at www.
voyageurswolfproject.org. 
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REGIONAL- While 
the news appears mostly 
positive when looking at 
the trends for COVID-19 
issues in the most recent 
county and state data, save 
for a continuing sluggish-
ness in increasing vaccina-
tions, a national assessment 
indicates that some aspects 
for Minnesota are not as 
rosy compared to other 
states.

The most encouraging 
sign that COVID-19 is on 
the wane is found in the sev-
en-day test positivity rate. 
The statewide rate reported 
on Tuesday, 4.2, is below 
the five-percent threshold 
that state officials say is a 
concerning sign of disease 
spread, where it was just 
last week. While individu-
al areas may vary and the 
coronavirus and its variants 
are still active, the down-
ward trend is a clear signal 
that a slight two-month 
surge in March and April 
has subsided. Officials have 
said the increases in the 
number of fully vaccinated 
individuals accounts for a 
significant portion of that 
reduction.

St. Louis County’s rate 
remained steady at 2.8, still 
significantly lower than 
statewide.
Federal report

Only Maine, West 
Vi rg in ia ,  Wyoming , 
Colorado and Delaware 
have worse case rates per 
100,000 residents than 
Minnesota, according to 
the weekly federal COVID-
19 State Profile Report 
released on Tuesday.

Computing case rates 
per 100,000 people allows 
an apples-to-apples com-

parison of the prevalence 
of new cases across states. 
California leads the nation 
in this measure with a 
rate of 3,799 new cases 
per 100,000. At 5,607, 
Minnesota’s rate is 48 
percent higher.

And while northern St. 
Louis County continues to 
enjoy the lowest seven-day 
average of daily cases 
the area has seen since 
February, the news in the 
federal report wasn’t as 
good for the county as a 
whole. St. Louis County 
is in the report’s top 12 
counties in the state for 
newly reported daily cases.

The six North Country 
zip code areas monitored 
by the Timberjay helped 
to fuel that standing, as 
six new cases reported last 
week in the Cook, Orr, and 
Tower zips put the area 
slightly above the 5.3 rate 
for the northern portion of 
the county.
Vaccine progress

Vaccine doses admin-
istered last week totaled 
226,718, the lowest weekly 
total since mid-February, 
and would have been much 
lower if not for the addi-
tion of about 60,000 doses 
administered to newly eligi-

ble 12 to 15-year-olds.
While state health offi-

cials sent out notifications 
that information for 12-to-
15 vaccinations would be 
included on the Vaccine 
Data dashboard starting 
Tuesday morning, some 
features of the new data set 
were still unavailable on 
Wednesday. The Timberjay 
obtained the information 
from an alternative official 
source.

Overall, 2.5 million 
Minnesotans are now fully 
vaccinated, with another 
350,000 having received 
their first dose of the vaccine. 
Sixty-four percent of those 

age 16 and over have now 
received at least one vaccine 
dose, edging upward toward 
the state’s goal of 70 percent.

Also on Tuesday, the 
state reported that 2,550 
people who have been fully 
vaccinated, one-tenth of a 
percent of the overall total, 
have subsequently contract-
ed COVID-19 in what offi-
cials term as breakthrough 
infections. Twenty-six of 
those patients, average age 
74, died after hospitaliza-
tion.

State infectious disease 
director Kris Ehresmann 
said that the tiny percentage 
of breakthrough infections 

shows that vaccines work.
“The data … strengthen 

the argument that vaccine 
is a significantly valuable 
tool in this fight against 
COVID,” she said.

A report from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
on breakthrough infections 
reinforced Ehresmann’s 
statement.

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations, and deaths that will 
be prevented among vacci-
nated persons will far exceed 
the number of vaccine 
breakthrough cases,” the 
CDC report stated.

Determining wolf pup survival rates is just one of the goals of the 
Voyageurs Wolf Project. submitted photo

State COVID picture muddied depending on data source

Jill Manning gives a vaccine to one of 63 Ely Memorial students last 
Friday during a COVID-19 vaccine clinic at the school. photo by K. Vandervort

Vermilion Country School student Dakota 
Hanninen received a button that said “I got my 
COVID-19 vaccine” on Tuesday.  
photo by J. Summit.
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Graduation Ceremony 
Friday, June 4 • 7 PM

(in the gymnasium)

This page is sponsored by these community-minded businesses:
AEOA
Barb Hegg-Vermilion Land Office
BIC Realty
Cabin Quilting
Cook Building Center
Cook Hospital
First National Bank Of Cook
Frank’s Marine
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Handberg’s Marine
KGM Contractors

Lumber Orr Hardware
McDonald’s of Cook
Melgeorge’s Elephant Lake
    Lodge & Resort
Nelson’s Resort
Norman’s One Stop
North Star Credit Union
Northwoods Friends Of The Arts
Northwoods True Value
Park State Bank
Pelican Bay Foods
Remax-Lake Country

Ryan’s Rustic Railings
Subway of Cook
Tim Johnson- State Farm
Tim Lilliquist-Edina Realty
The Crescent Bar & Grill
The Timberjay
Udovich Garbage &
    Roll-Off Services
Vermilion Park Inn
Waschke Family Chevrolet
Zup’s Grocery of Cook

Class Flower
Blue Tulip

Class Motto
“Don’t ask, just do.”

Class Colors
Navy, White, and Carolina Blue

Class Song
“If This Is the Last Time” by Lany

Congratulations

Class of 2021

Monique Rose Benner
Brant Allan Boutto
Jocelynn Marie Carver
Christopher David Chaulklin
Zachary Gerald Cheney
Roseblossom Chosa
Jack Michael Cook
Megan Charlene Cote
Emily Ann Fosso
Samuel James Frazee
Olivia Winter Fultz
Darius J. Goggleye
Shandra Lyn Hanninen
Charles Dale Curtis Holmes Jr.
Diana Hunter

Anthony Forrest Lam IntVeld
Carlos Lynn Jensen
Zoe Faith Kisch
Aubrey Kendrick Koskovich
Joey Alexis Lakoskey
Tyrus Lee Leinonen
Jacob Victor Lundemo
Rey Francisco Marroquin
Rayanne Cynthia Marroquin
Logan Nicholas Nurmi
Ian Robert Gregory Olson
Andrew J. Peak
Zuly Malee Roach
Cadence Jo Saarikoski

Jacob Riley Salmela
Natalie Kay Shantz
Brynn Elizabeth Simpson
Austin Bradley Sokoloski
Elijah HJ Squires
Cole Marshal Thiel
Elliana Grace Thom
Mathew Phillip Toivola
Zoe Teresia Trip
Cassandra Rose Villebrun
Dallas Jarrett Villebrun
Jeremiah Cole Voges
Preston Alexander Whitney
Kory William Zallar
Andrew Joseph Zika



FIELD TWP- The 
North Woods baseball 
team picked up a home 
win against Carlton last 
Friday, just after a near 
upset of state-ranked South 
Ridge the day before was 
short-circuited by an unlike-
ly source— the rule book.

The Grizzlies fell 
behind the Panthers 2-0 
at the outset of Thursday’s 
home contest, but scratched 
across a run in the home 
half of the first on an RBI 
single by Chris Chaulklin. 
They evened the score in the 
bottom of the third inning 
when Cole Thiel came 
home on a sacrifice fly by 
Zach Cheney.

While Cheney held 
South Ridge at bay from 

the mound, the Grizzlies 
grabbed a 3-2 lead when 
Chauklin scored on an error 
in the fourth.

Chaulklin was in the 
mix again in the bottom 
of the sixth, smacking an 
RBI double that scored Jake 
Panichi, and then crossing 
the plate himself on a Ty 
Leinonen grounder. Going 
into the final inning, the 
Grizzlies led 5-3.

“We took the number- 

DEER RIVER–The 
Timberwolves came out on 
top of a wild affair here on 
Tuesday as the two opponents 
scored a combined total of 51 
runs with Ely up 27-24. The 
win improved Ely’s record to 
8-8 with two games left in the 
regular season.

It looked like a blowout 

in the early going as Ely 
jumped to a 17-1 lead, but the 
Warriors battled back to make 
a game of it. Good defensive 
play by Ely helped at times. 
“I thought we played really 
well offensively,” said Ely 
Head Coach Cory Lassi. “At 
times during the game we 
definitely needed to tighten 
up our defense. We allowed 
quite a few unearned runs. 
Rachel Coughlin provided 

some spark on the defensive 
side of the ball, turning two 
double plays in key spots.”

Coughlin also went 3-5 
at the plate, with four RBIs 
and two runs scored, while 
seventh-grader Bella Davis 
was three-for-three on the day. 
Kate Coughlin had two hits in 
three at-bats and scored five 
runs and Zoe Mackenzie was 
2-5, with two RBIs and three 
runs scored.

Ella Perish had three hits 
in six at-bats, along with two 
RBIs and two runs scored. 

“I was really happy 
with the production from the 
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Top: North Woods’ Jonah 
Burnett and Davis Kleppe 
get in the face of a
Littlefork ball handler 
last Friday.

Right: Kleppe stares 
down the Vikings’ point 
guard.

Lower right: 
Nice shoes! Forget 
the day of plain Jane 
Converse All-Stars. 
Brendan Chiabotti was 
sporting a full rainbow 
of colors on his shoes 

photos by D. Colburn

Grizzlies toss a scare into 
state-ranked Panthers

BASEBALL 

See  BOYS GOLF...pg. 2B

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Grizzlies nab 
scoring title

North Woods 
takes third in 
league golf

14-run seventh lifts T-wolves

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Improve to 8-8 as the season winds down
Wolves top Deer River 27-24

SOFTBALL

See  SOFTBALL...pg. 2B

Right: You’re out! 
Umpire  D.J. Janeksela 
calls a Cherry runner out 
at home as Ely catcher 
Sydni Richards puts on 
the timely tag.

photo by K. Vandervort

LITTLEFORK— Ely 
exploded for 14 runs in the top 
of the seventh inning here as 
they rallied to top Littlefork-
Big Falls in blustery conditions 
on Tuesday. The Vikings had 
been up 9-6 heading into 
the frame, but Ely ended up 
cruising to a 20-9 final score to 
improve to 9-10 on the season. 

Ely junior Harry Simons 
pitched four and two-thirds 
innings, scattering three hits 
and striking out five. But five 
unearned runs for the Vikings 
kept Simons from notching 
the win. That honor went to 
senior Will Davies who pitched 
an inning and a third in relief. 
Sophomore Gunnar Hart 
pitched the final frame for Ely.

Simons had a big day 
offensively, with three hits. 

Sophomore Logan Loe 
notched two hits and tallied 
four RBIs while junior Chase 
Sandberg went two-for-two 
while driving in three runs. 

Ely lost a closer contest 
last Thursday in Nashwauk 
when they fell 7-3 to the 
top-seeded Spartans. Simons 
did well from the mound, scat-
tering seven hits and allowing 
no earned runs, but took the 
loss. Four Ely errors and some 

base-running miscues proved 
fatal to the Wolves’ cause. And 
Ely couldn’t deliver in the 
clutch offensively, stranding 
13 baserunners in the matchup. 

Simons paced Ely offen-
sively, with two hits and a run 
scored.

Playing at home under 
the lights last Wednesday, the 
Wolves cruised to 12-2 five-in-

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

BIWABIK- The North Woods boys 
golf team fell short of one goal with a 
second-place finish in the East Range 
Conference league meet, held May 19. 
But their finish was still good enough for 
the Grizzlies to be crowned the overall 
league scoring champs for the season.

Sam Frazee made a good run at 
the top medalist position on the Quarry 
course at Giants Ridge but fell three 
strokes shy, finishing second with a 
score of 83.

On a different day, adding in Davis 
Kleppe’s sixth-place score of 87 and Ian 
Olson’s seventh-place 89 might well 
have been enough for the Grizzlies to 
claim a tournament crown. But with 
top medalist Andrew Peterson leading 
the way, red-hot Virginia-Mt. Iron-Buhl 
placed three golfers in the top five to take 
the ERC tournament team title.

Other North Woods scores includ-
ed Eli Smith, 92; Ty Fabish, 94; Brant 
Boutto, 125; and Jonah Burnett, 154.

BIWABIK- In an outcome predict-
able from regular season play, Mesabi 
East won the East Range Conference 
girls championship golf tournament on 
May 19 at The Quarry at Giants Ridge, 
while North Woods finished third in 
the five-team field behind Rock Ridge.

Freshman Tori Olson navigated 
her way to a second-place finish with a 
92, followed by Haley Bogdan in 11th 
with a 110. Morgan Burnett’s 126 fell 
in at a tie for 18th. Madison Dantes, 
135, 27th, Abbi Shuster, 137, 28th, and 
Lauren Burnett, 148, 31st, rounded out 
the Grizzlies’ scoring.

“Tori’s swing was pretty steady, and 
she made some good decisions out on 
the course,” Head Coach Kandi Olson 
said. “Lately, her short game has really 
improved and she relied on that each 
time she got close to the green.  She 
also had a great day off the tee box.” 
Olson said there were numerous other 
highlights throughout the day as the 
players adapted their games to the 
unique challenges of The Quarry, such 
as sand traps, rock quarries, and narrow 
fairways.

“Some days it’s a lot to handle,” 
Olson said. “In the end, I was happy 
with how all of our players handled 
themselves throughout the round.”

Tori Olson and Morgan Burnett also 
received all-conference awards for their 
consistent play throughout the season.

The Grizzlies were scheduled to 
play Wednesday and Thursday in the 
7A sectional tournament at the Virginia 
Golf Course in Virginia.

Above:  The Grizzlies’ 
Ben Kruse prepares for 
a rough landing after 
leaping to grab a foul 
ball against Carlton.

Right: As Carlton 
fielders scramble, Ty 
Leinonen streaks to 
safety on an infield hit.
photos by D. Colburn



SOUDAN- If North Woods 
and Northeast Range scheduled 
Tuesday’s game to be played in 
Soudan to entertain fans there 
with some fireworks, they deliv-
ered, with the Grizzlies coming 
out on top in a high-scoring 
18-7 win.

Batting first as the designat-
ed visiting team, the Grizzlies 
immediately rattled off three 
runs on two RBI singles and a 
passed ball steal of home. The 
Nighthawks came back in the 
bottom half of the first with two 
runs, including an RBI triple.

The skies opened and the 
runs came raining down like a 
monsoon for North Woods in the 
top of the second. By the time 
the Grizzlies had drawn five 
walks, put two hit batsmen on 
base, and hammered five singles 
and a double, 12 runs crossed 
the plate and staked the visitors 
to an insurmountable 15-2 lead. 
Runs came in ones and twos 
the rest of the way as Northeast 
Range narrowed the deficit from 
13 to 11, not enough to extend 
the game past the fifth inning.

North Woods got the most 
out of its 14 hits, collecting 16 
RBIs. Northeast Range also 
was efficient with its seven hits, 
getting six RBIs.

Starting pitcher Ben Kruse 
got all the run support he needed 
from that massive second-in-
ning blitz to pick up the victory. 
Louie Panichi had a big day at 
the plate, going four-for-four 
with three RBIs and drawing 
a walk.

For the Nighthawks, J. 
Levens rapped an RBI triple, 
while E. Levens and M. Maki 
collected two hits each. I. 
Hendrickson took the loss.
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North Woods picks up back-to-back wins
SOFTBALL

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

bottom of our lineup with 
some of our younger girls,” 
said Lassi.

It was a rough day for 
pitchers on both teams. Ely 
pitcher Katrina Seliskar 
allowed 11 hits and issued 
six walks, while striking 
out five Deer River batters. 

Ely’s scoring bonanza 
was in marked contrast 
to their contest in Cherry 

last Friday, when they fell 
10-0 to the Tigers. The 
Wolves ran into a buzz saw 
as Tigers hurler Lauren 
Staples pitched a perfect 
game, striking out nine Ely 
batters along the way. 

Ely struggled in a home 
contest last Thursday, as 
they fell 14-7 to Mt. Iron-
Buhl. Ely put up some stats, 
knocking out nine hits on 

the afternoon, including a 
triple by Sydni Richards 
who went 3-4 at the plate 
and knocked in three runs.  
Rachel Coughlin also hit a 
triple and scored one run. 
Charly Flom had two hits 
while Katrina Seliskar and 
Madeline Kallberg each 
had a hit and an RBI. Kate 
Coughlin also added a hit. 

Seliskar allowed ten 

hits, while notching six 
strikeouts and allowing 
five walks.

“We gave up a big 
second inning,” Lassi said. 
“We gave up eight runs and 
that changed the complex-
ity of the whole game. At 
one point, we were down 
12-2 but we kept fighting 
back, which I was happy 
to see. We kept fighting 

and we ended up playing 
the full seven innings. We 
made things interesting in 
a couple of innings with the 
bases loaded. I was happy 
with the way they kept their 
heads up and kept playing.”

Ely was set to host 
Northeast  Range on 
Wednesday after the 
Timberjay’s presstime and 
was scheduled to finish the 

regular season on Thursday 
at Two Harbors. Section 
7A Northern Division 
seeding was expected to 
be announced on Saturday 
with playoffs set to begin 
Tuesday, June 1. Coach 
Lassi speculated that a 
fifth-seed playoff ranking 
would send Ely to fourth-
seed Littlefork-Big Falls.

SOFTBALL...Continued from page 1B

ning victory over Northeast 
Range. The Nighthawks’ 
Elliot Levens opened the 
scoring in the top of the 
first with an RBI single, 

and it took until the third 
inning for Ely to answer. 
But the Wolves put three 
on the board in the frame 
and added six more runs in 

the fourth to take command 
of the ballgame. Ely junior 
Bryce Fairchild notched the 
win, scattering four hits 
and allowing just one run 

in three innings from the 
mound. Loe pitched two 
innings in relief, allowing 
one run, while striking out 
three.

Mason Davis paced 
Ely hitters with two hits and 
four RBIs.  NER pitchers 
aided the Wolves’ cause, 
issuing ten walks in the 

contest. Braylen Liselegard 
had one hit and scored a run 
for the Nighthawks. 

“The meet started out 
a bit rough for us,” Head 
Coach Will Kleppe said. 
“The Grizzlies started on 
hole #8, a challenging 
par four and the number 
one handicap hole on the 
course, so it put us behind 
right away. We made a good 

comeback but slipped at the 
finish.”

One rule change for the 
ERC tournament intended 
to help teams prepare for 
7AA section play this week 
also presented a challenge, 
Kleppe said.

“The woods lining the 

course were played as part 
of the course instead of as 
a lateral hazard, so errant 
tee shots resulted in some 
tough decisions,” he said.  
“We handled it well for the 
most part, but a few holes 
got us.”

Disappointment with 

the runner-up finish took a 
little bit of the luster off a 
rare Grizzlies accomplish-
ment— the team season 
scoring championship.

“That is a big accom-
plishment for the team,” 
Kleppe said, “certainly not 
something that happens 

very often for us, being the 
one single A team amongst 
some much larger schools.  
It’s definitely a big deal in 
the bigger picture.”

The Grizzlies were 
scheduled to compete in the 
7A sectional tournament on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
at the Virginia Golf Course 

BOYS GOLF...Continued from page 1B

Grizzlies romp over Nighthawks
BASEBALL 

Right:  North Woods’ Jake 
Panichi kicks up plenty of 
dust as he dives safe into 
home plate.

12-run second inning sets the stage for North Woods win

photo by J. Summit

three team in the state in 
Class A right down to the 
last inning,” Head Coach 
Jeff Smerud said.

But the Panthers 
loaded the bases in the 
top of the seventh on two 
walks and an error, and then 
the rulebook intervened. 
In ringing up a strikeout, 
Cheney banged up against 
the mandatory pitch count 
limit and had to surrender 
the ball to another pitcher.

It couldn’t have been 
a more tense situation for 
Andrew Zika to step to 
the mound. He faced four 
Panthers, hitting two with 
pitches, giving up a walk 
and a single, and surrender-
ing four runs. South Ridge 
was just as brutal against 
Zika’s relief, Ben Kruse, 
ramming across four more 
runs in a devastating eight-
run inning that doomed the 
Grizzlies to an 11-5 defeat.

“They’re not number 
three in the state for nothing. 
They’ve only got three 
losses all year,” Smerud 
said. “It came down to Zach 

running out of pitches.”
But the game signified 

a turning point of sorts for 
the Grizzlies. They worked 
through a five-game hitting 
slump, and the defense 
was again solid against the 
Panthers.

“I’m proud of how 
those kids played,” Smerud 
said. “I can’t ask for any-
thing more. But our defense 
has been playing really 
well, we’re finding our 
groove and I think we’re 
going to be just fine going 
into playoffs. On any given 
day we can compete with 
anybody in our section.”

Friday’s game against 
Carlton was another tight 
affair for much of the game, 
tied 2-2 going into the 
bottom of the sixth. Zach 
Cheney contributed to the 
Grizzlies’ pair with an RBI 
single and a score.

But this time it was the 
Grizzlies who had an explo-
sive inning. The inning 
opened with a walk, a hit 
batsman, a single to load 
the bases, and an Andrew 

Zika single drove home a 
run. Zach Cheney scored 
on a sacrifice bunt by Austin 
Sokoloski, and a Carlton 
error on a Ben Kruse fly 
ball allowed Zika and Jake 
Panichi to cross the plate. 
Caleb Uchal topped off 
the five-run outburst with 
an RBI double that drove 
home Kruse.

Carlton answered with 
only one run as Andrew 
Zika closed out a complete 
game on the mound and 

earned the 7-3 win.
“It was a good bounce-

back game for us,” Smerud 
said. “We started a little 
slow, but the game rolls on 
and the kids get a rhythm 
hitting the ball, seeing the 
ball, and they finally came 
through in the sixth with 
some big at-bats. It’s nice to 
finally put something back 
on another team and be able 
to relax a little bit.”

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

FIELD TWP- The 
North Woods softball 
team could be hitting its 
stride just in time for the 
playoffs, picking up solid 
wins against Carlton and 
Northeast Range after a 
loss to Silver Bay.

Last Thursday the 
Grizzlies notched seven 
hits against Silver Bay that 

didn’t produce any runs, 
but the Grizzlies were still 
hanging tough at end of 
the fifth inning, trailing 
1-0. Then the Mariners 
exploded for six runs in 
the top of the sixth and shut 
down North Woods the rest 
of the way for the 7-0 win.

It was the sort of loss 
that stoked the fires a bit 
hotter on Friday when 
Carlton came knocking, 
and this one turned out to 

be the kind of close win 
the Grizzlies needed after 
Carlton took a 1-0 lead in 
the first.

While pitcher Evelyn 
Brodeen shackled the 
Bulldogs the rest of the 
way, North Woods needed 
a comeback, and they made 
it happen in the fifth inning.

The Grizzlies loaded 
the bases to start the inning, 
and the next three batters 
went down in order, not 

an obvious formula for 
a rally. But during those 
three final at-bats, Skyler 
Yernatich, Evelyn Brodeen, 
and Hannah Cheney all 
took advantage of Carlton 
errors to advance and 
score the runs the Grizzlies 
needed for a 3-1 win. 
Brodeen picked up the 
complete game win.

With the squeaker 
come-from-behind win 
under their belts, the 

Grizzlies stepped back 
onto their home diamond 
on Tuesday ready to take 
down Northeast Range, and 
they did so in overwhelm-
ing fashion, 14-2.

North Woods already 
had a firm 6-1 lead going 
into the bottom of the fourth 
and keeping a sharp eye on 
the Nighthawks’ pitcher 
paid huge dividends. The 
Grizzlies drew seven walks, 
and hit a single, double, and 

a three-run triple by Helen 
Koch in building an eight-
run tsunami that swept the 
Nighthawks away without 
an answer.

Brodeen again notched 
the win and had three RBIs 
to help her own cause. 
Brynn Simpson and Skyler 
Yernatich were each cred-
ited with two RBIs.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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TOWER— The Gun-
dersen Trust earned al-
most $700,000 in interest 
income from its creation 
in the 1992 to 2014. But 
those earnings fell sharply 
beginning in 2014, when 
the trust board opted to 
change the trust’s struc-
ture to a type of private 
foundation, termed a gov-
ernmental trust by city au-
ditors. Since then, the trust 
has barely earned enough 
interest to cover the cost 
of its annual audit and ful-
fill its required contribu-
tion back to the principal 
amount to protect the fund 
from inflation.

At the May 20 meet-
ing of the trust board, 
members had plenty of 
questions for Devin Ce-
gler, from the city’s audit 
firm of Walker, Giroux, 
and Hahne (WGH), in-
cluding why the trust 
hadn’t sought status as 
a 509(a)3 supporting or-
ganization, similar to the 
Gardner Trust in Ely.

A supporting orga-
nization is a charity that 
carries out its exempt 
purposes by supporting 
other exempt organiza-
tions, usually other public 
charities, which includes 
governmental units. This 
classification is important 
because it is one means by 
which a charity can avoid 
classification as a private 
foundation, which has dif-
ferent rules regarding tax 
liability as well as rules 
about annual distribution 
of assets. The trust appears 
to meet the definition of 
the supporting organiza-
tion under IRS rules.

The trust was initial-
ly set up using the same 
framework as the Gard-
ner Trust. Both trusts used 

money gained by the sale 
of an asset of the city, in 
Ely’s case a painting do-
nated to the library, in 
Tower’s case, land donat-
ed by Martin and Eliz-
abeth Gundersen. Both 
were initially set up as 
501(c)3 nonprofits. Gard-
ner Trust officials then 
sought classification as a 
509(a)3 supporting orga-
nization, which gave the 
trust more leeway in in-
vesting its funds to create 
a steady flow of interest 
payments that were used 
to benefit the city and its 
residents. 

Gundersen Trust 
Board Treasurer Steve 
Wilson has been research-
ing the history of the trust 
and its early years.

He said that trusts set 
up with an initial large 
donation typically have a 
five-year window where 
they are considered to be 
a supporting organization, 
but after that point they 
will default to the more 
restrictive private foun-
dation status, unless the 
organization requests the 
509(a)3 status.

“We did satisfy the 
requirements for the com-
munity supporting organi-
zation,” Wilson told Ce-
gler. 

After reviewing addi-
tional documentation after 
Thursday’s meeting, Wil-
son said it appeared that 
WGH was trying to avoid 
the private foundation re-
quirements including an 
excise tax on annual in-
vestment income, and a 
requirement to distribute 
at least five percent of the 
fund’s balance each year, 
along with increased pa-
perwork requirements.

Wilson said that 

WGH continued to sub-
mit public non-profit 990 
forms annually, even 
while checking a box stat-
ing the trust was a private 
foundation.

“It was a critical over-
sight,” said Wilson. “We 
lost the five-year window 
to become a 509(a)3. We 
should have been able to 
slide into that category 
and not default to a private 
foundation.”

Cegler noted that 
now-retired Gary Gir-
oux was involved in the 
trust’s formation and said 
he could research why the 
decision was made not to 
ask the IRS to become a 
509(a)3.

Wilson said that Ely’s 
Gardner Trust had made 
this change shortly after 
it was founded, which 
was before the Gundersen 
Trust was formed, so the 
information was available 
to both the city’s audit 
firm and attorney.

WGH continued to 
submit the 990 forms re-
quired of 50(c)3 non-prof-
its, even after being con-
tacted by the IRS in 1995, 
midway through the five-
year period, questioning 
the status.

“It seems like nobody 
was minding the store as 
far as our status,” Wilson 
said. “A private founda-
tion is different from a 
community supporting or-
ganization.”

After the initial five-
year period, Wilson said, 
the trust was designated 
by the IRS as a private 
foundation, which oper-
ates under different rules 
from a community sup-
porting organization or a 
municipal trust.

Siegler noted that the 

board trustees had to make 
the decision to accept the 
designation as a private 
foundation, operated as a 
government trust.

“Nobody on the trust 
board understood this,” 
Wilson said. “The initial 
decision to self-declare 
was a fatal error.”

“The IRS had contact-
ed us in 1995, when we 
were still in the five-year 
window when we were 
considered a public non-
profit, to find out why we 
hadn’t requested a tax-ex-
empt determination,” said 
Wilson after the meeting.  
WGH decided that the 
trust didn’t need to do the 
conversion, because it was 
being operated as a gov-
ernment trust.

“Then the IRS appar-
ently stopped paying at-
tention,” Wilson said.

“After we exited the 
five-year window, the au-
ditors started filing simul-
taneously as both public 
and private nonprofits, 
which, of course, is not 
possible,” Wilson said.

It took another ten 
years for the auditors to 
note this contradiction.

In 2014, WGH urged 
the trust board to convert 
from a private foundation 
status to a governmental 
trust, which would return 
the trust to a tax-exempt 
status. At that point the 
auditors also stopped fil-
ing the 990 form required 
of 501(c)3 non-profits.

Cegler noted that this 
change allowed the trust 
to retain its tax-exempt 
status, and protected the 
trust as a restricted fund, 
or endowment, of the city. 
But this move also severe-
ly limited the investment 
options for the trust (now 

under Minnesota Statute 
118A).

Trust board mem-
ber Sheldon Majerle, the 
longest-serving member 
on the board, said board 
members had been told 
the trust remained a trust 
until terminated by a court 
order.

Cegler told the board 
that they do not provide 
legal opinions, and only 
are giving advice and their 
own opinions.

“That is not how 
things unfolded,” said 
Wilson, who had uncov-
ered several letters from 
WGH to the city, pushing 
the city to convert the trust 
to a governmental trust 
status.

In 2018, a court or-
der enshrined this change, 
which severely limits 
how the trust can invest 
its money, and in today’s 
low-interest environment 

making it almost impossi-
ble to use the trust’s prin-
cipal to earn enough inter-
est income to help support 
the city.

“The board followed 
your advice,” said Wilson. 
“And it’s now enshrined 
by a court order. WGH 
told us other options 
would have tax implica-
tions. Why didn’t they tell 
us about our other options 
that would have continued 
to allow us the investment 
flexibility needed to earn 
a decent return on our 
investments…We were 
following your strong rec-
ommendation.”

Cegler noted that the 
team auditing the city, and 
also handling the trust’s 
audit, specializes in gov-
ernmental audits, not non-
profit audits, which are 
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handled by others at the 
firm.

The trust board also 
got poor advice from their 
attorneys at Cope and Pe-
terson, Wilson said.

A letter dated March 
6, 2015, from Cope and 
Peterson to the city dis-
cussed how the attorneys, 
after meeting with WGH 
staff, decided to move 
forward with their recom-
mendation to convert the 
trust to a governmental 
trust fund without inves-
tigating any other options.

“They led us by the 
hand to a jail cell,” Wil-
son said. “Now we have to 
go to court to get out and 
back to where we were be-
fore. We weren’t guilty of 
anything.”

Next steps
After reviewing the 

history of the decisions 
that led the board to the 
position it is in today, trust 
board members are now 
focusing on changes that 
can be made to best use 
the trust fund to support 
the city in the future.

“The reason we have 
been digging so deep,” 
said Trust Board President 
Orlyn Kringstad, “is that 
if we are going to do the 
right thing for the future, 
we need to protect our as-
set and get the best returns 
we can. We are committed 
to making the right deci-
sion now, for the best ben-
efit for the city.”

Wilson told Cegler he 
knew his comments had 
been harsh, and that they 
weren’t personally di-
rected. He noted the trust 
board had also received 
conflicting advice from at-
torneys over the years.

Trust board member 
Jesse Gornick noted the 
board is made up of citi-
zens, not professionals.

“When you talk about 
the role of board trustees,” 
said Majerle, “you hit the 
nail on the head. The peo-
ple serving often do not 
have a clue.” Majerle not-
ed that in the early years 
of the trust, when interest 
rates were higher, they 
didn’t need to worry as 
much about returns.

The trust’s current au-
dit pointed out that some 
trust assets are being in-
vested in CDs earning .05 
and .07-percent interest.

The board approved 
the suggestion of Wilson 
and Kringstad, who had 
solicited proposals from 
legal firms that special-
ize in trust management 
issues, to hire the firm of 
Quinlivan and Hughes, 
based in St. Cloud. They 
noted that the city attorney 

does not have expertise in 
this area. 

Wilson said the pro-
posal from attorney Brad 
Hanson at Quinlivan was 
the most thorough of the 
three received and showed 
he had already examined 
the trust’s founding doc-
uments. It also included 
three possible options for 
the trust board to examine.

“He knows the law 
and understands our situa-
tion,” Wilson said.

The board voted to 
accept the proposal from 
Quinlivan, noting the 
hourly rate was similar to 
the other two proposals. 
Wilson said since Hanson 
was already well versed in 
trust law, the legal time re-
quired might be less than 
from another law firm.

In initial discussions 
with the new attorney af-
ter Thursday’s meeting, 
Wilson said the attorney 
feels the trust still qualifies 

as a 501(c)3, even after the 
2018 court order.

The board will be 
using this advice to de-
cide how to proceed with 
their goal of changing 
the trust’s designation to 
allow a wider variety of 
investment options, that 
will earn enough income 
to truly benefit the city, 
which was the goal of the 
trust when it was initially 
established. Income from 
the trust is supposed to 
be distributed each year, 
with 75-percent going to 
the city’s general fund, 
and the remaining 25-per-
cent going to community 
education and recreation 
projects in the city’s for-
est lands. The city has also 
borrowed money from the 
trust, paying it back with 
interest, to fund a new 
fire engine, as well as in-
frastructure projects at the 
harbor.
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4K Walk/Run
Saturday, June 26 • 9AM

9447 Ashawa Road, Cook
(Old County Garage)

• Register by June 3 to guarantee a t-shirt
• Adults $40 in advance $45 day of race

• Kids 6 to 13 yrs $15 in advance
$20 day of race

• Kids 5 years and under FREE

Register at: www.vhhp.org 

Ely Community Health Center 

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare

and referrals
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

Volunteer opportunities also available

ATTENTION
Dear patients,

Dr. Scott R. Anderson’s dental office will be 
closing as of June 10, 2021. We sincerely 
apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause. Our office will remain staffed as needed 
to release any requested records and to aid 
in the transition to a new dental office. After 
July 1 all remaining patient records will be 
transferred to the office of Dr. Joe Gregorich, 
D.D.S. He welcomes new patients and can be 
contacted at:

 

Dr. Scott R. Anderson, D.D.S.
Dr. Gretchen Kreklow, D.D.S.

Gregorich & Matack Family Dental
421 E 4th Street
Duluth, MN 55805

218-727-1448
gregorichmatackfamilydental.com

Thank you for your understanding.

VERN’S Greenhouse & Nursery

BUY 3 GET 
1 FREE

Limit one coupon per customer.

$

6 pack flowers
your choice

Open Daily 7 AM-8:30 PM • 5471 Hwy 7 (West Virginia/Mt. Iron) • 749-2981

Low Low Prices
Super Selection

NAME

PHONE

REGISTER TO WIN

CITY

VERN’S 50-YEAR GIVEAWAY DRAWING

$

COUPON

50¢ OFF

HANGING
BASKETS

Clearance Sale

50-Year Celebration
Wave Petunia Baskets

Blooming Petunias
Veggies,
Pansies, 

Fruit Trees

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

Virginia HHW Facility 
at the Regional Landfill 

5345 Regional Landfill Road 
Virginia, MN  55792 

(218) 741-8831 
Year round hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays & Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Hibbing HHW Facility 
at the Hibbing Transfer Station 

3994 Landfill Road 
Hibbing, MN 55746 

(218) 362-5922 
 Year round hours of Operation: 

Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

TRUST...Continued from page 3B

There were plenty of fans at 
Tuesday's North Woods vs. NE 
Range ball game. Clockwise 
from top left: Aubriana Olson 
pets a 7-week-old puppy 
named Bean, who was at the 
game with his owner Crystal 
Anderson. Jordyn Lakoskey 
watches the game with her 
nieces Sammijo and Brixlee. 
North Woods B-team play-
ers wait for their turn on the 
field. Eddie, on Corky Hill's 
lap, was having a great time 
people-watching. Kasen and 
Kooper Dostert enjoy 
freshly-grilled hamburgers. 
photos by J. Summit

A great afternoon 
for a ball game 

in Soudan...



EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT

 Obituaries and Death Notices

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Activities
PT & Casual Activities Assistant

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant (wage starting     
at $16.36/hr - Sign-On Bonus)
PT RN or LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Environmental Services
PT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide
Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

REGIONAL RAILROAD 
AUTHORITY 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
St. Louis and Lakes Counties Regional 

Railroad Authority is conducting an 
executive search for a Deputy Director. 

Interested individuals can apply at 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov or call 
218-726-2422. Apply by 06/07/2021

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  5/28

Information Specialist 
Supervisor – Planning

Apply by 06/14/2021

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  5/28

PUBLIC NOTICES

FULL-TIME BARTENDER
The City of Orr is accepting applications for a 
full-time bartender for the Orr Municipal Liquor 
Store.  This is a salaried position that includes 
vacation package, health insurance, life insur-
ance, retirement and sick leave.  Looking for 
individuals who can interact with customers 
in a professional, friendly manner.  Must 
pass background check.  The City of Orr is a 
drug-free work place and Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  Applications may be picked up at 
the Orr City Hall, 4429 Highway 53, Orr.   Call 
City Hall at 218-757-3288 with any questions. 
tfn

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

DEPUTY CLERK/TREASURER 

The City of Cook (pop. 574) located in St. 
Louis County is currently seeking qualified 
candidates for the position of Deputy Clerk/
Treasurer. This position is full time, potentially 
covers a flexible work schedule, and includes 
some evening council and commission meet-
ings. 

Primary Duties: Utility billing, payroll, accounts 
payable/receivable, prepare monthly finan-
cial statements, meeting minutes, assist with 
annual budgets, assist in annual audit, man-
age computer and filing systems and assist in 
monthly council packet preparation. Applicants 
must possess strong analytical, organizational, 
math and computer skills; ability to work with 
the public; excellent oral and written commu-
nication skills; and the ability to work inde-
pendently and efficiently. 

Besides this position, City Hall staff includes 
an Administrator-Clerk/Treasurer and Office 
Assistant.  Wage includes annual step and 
reviewed cost of living increases, as well as full 
time benefit package. 

Interested applicants should contact the Cook 
City Hall by phone at 218-666-2200 or e-mail 
at theresa@cookmn.us for an application 
packet.   Position will remain open until filled.  
Application packets can be returned to Cook 
City Hall by delivering them to 127 South River 
Street or mailing them to PO Box 155, Cook, 
MN 55723.  

Published in the Timberay, May 21 & 28, 2021

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional 

Ely Public Schools is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional for the 2021-2022 school 
year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent  or 
Para Pro Certification
 Preferred experience working with 
school-age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collaborative 
setting.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, 
Attn: Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, 
MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

Start Date: September 1, 2021

Starting Rate of Pay: $16.57/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: June 3, 2021; open until 
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, May 28, 2021

DNR PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC WATER ACCESS ON 
VAN VAC RD TO BE CLOSED

The Burntside Lake Public Water Access on 
Van Vac Rd (County Rd 404) will be closed 
to the public from June 15 to September 15, 
2021. 

During this time the existing parking at the 
access will be improved, additional parking 
for trucks/trailers and single vehicles will be 
constructed, and stormwater management will 
be improved throughout the site. Due to the 
narrowness and steepness of the site, water 
access at this site will be completely closed 
during construction. 

Alternative public water access sites on 
Burntside Lake can be found off of Wolf Lake 
Rd, County Rd 489 (Burntside Lodge Rd), 
Passi Rd, and North Arm Rd. Call Tower Area 
DNR  Parks and Trails at 218-300-7841 with 
any questions.

Published in the Timberjay, May 28, 2021

DECLARATION OF LAND PATENT
Michael William Vittori©️

Located on the Land and Soil 
St. Lous County Minnesota

https://minnesotaassembly.net/public-notice

Land Patent is posted for 60 days starting 
May 30, 2021 until July 30, 2021

by: Michael Vittori ©️

Published in the Timberjay, May 28 & June 4, 2021

POSITION OPENING

Ely Public Schools
Temporary Summer Skills 

Paraprofessional
 (2 Positions) 

Ely Public Schools is accepting appli-
cations for two Temporary Summer Skills 
Paraprofessionals; background check 
required.

Qualifications include:
 Associate’s  Degree/equivalent  or 
     Para Pro Certification
 Preferred experience working with 
     school-age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
     and communicate effectively in a 
     collaborative setting.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, 
Attn: Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, 
MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

Start Date: June 14, 2021 through August 12, 
2021 (Monday-Thursday)

Starting Rate of Pay: $16.57/hour
 
Hours: 5 hours/day (8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.)

Deadline to apply: June 4, 2021; open until 
filled.

Published in the Timberjay, May 28, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tower-Breitung 

Wastewater Board
Facility Plan

Notice is hereby given that the Tower-Breitung 
Wastewater Board will hold a Public Hearing 
on June 9, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at the Tower 
Civic Center.

The meeting will be held to discuss the var-
ious wastewater collection alternatives as 
discussed in the Facility Plan and consider 
adopting reasons for choosing the select-
ed alternatives and estimated sewer service 
charges for the project.  All residents and 
property owners in Tower and Breitung are 
encouraged to attend.
     
Matthew Tuchel
Tower-Breitung Wastewater Board 
Water-Wastewater Supervisor

Published in the Timberjay, May 28, 2021

Tower Depot Museum 
Worker Wanted

Tower Soudan Historical Society is looking 
for the right person to welcome visitors to the 
Tower Train Depot Museum this summer.  
This person needs customer service and 
organizational skills and should be interested 
in learning/sharing our area’s history.  The 
position is part-time at $10/hour on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays through Labor Day.  
Duties include opening/closing the museum, 
greeting guests, dispensing tourist informa-
tion, and light cleaning. Please apply by June 
4. Mail contract info to Linda Folstad, PO Box 
207, Soudan, MN 55782 or email tshssecre-
tary@gmail.com.

City of Tower Consumer 
Confidence Report

 
The 2020 Consumer Confidence Report 
(Drinking Water Report) for the City of Tower 
water supply is available for the public to 
review at Tower City Hall. 

This report includes information on the city’s 
water quality testing for 2020. 

For more information, you can call Tower City 
Hall at 218-753-4070. 

Published in the Timberjay, May 28, 2021

Steger Mukluks is Hiring!

Factory Work: FT Year-round
Sales Work: FT, PT & Seasonal

Apply at 100 Miners Dr. in Ely 
    or call 218-365-6553   tfn

33 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY, MN  • OPEN DAILY AT 9 AM
218.365.3322 • www.mukluks.com

TASHA POLIZZI • ICELANDIC DESIGNS • RHONDA STARK • GRIZZLY
and many other brands
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Sandra M. Heikkila 
Sandra M. “Sandy” Peterson 

Heikkila, 77, of Embarrass, went to 
be with her Lord on Oct. 27, 2020, 
surrounded by her family, while at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth. Her 
laugh, smile, and kind words will 
be missed by all who had the privi-
lege of knowing her. A celebration 
of life will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 5 at the Embarrass 
Cemetery. Lunch will be served at 
the Embarrass Timber Hall follow-
ing the burial.

She is survived by her husband, 
Kenneth “Kenny” Heikkila; chil-
dren, Dora, Cindy (Joe) Scherer, 
Todd and Chad; grandchil-
dren, Sam (Bill) Newburn, Nick 
Remarcik, Dylan (Jaden) Scherer, 
Alyssa Scherer, Brian and Henry 
Heikkila; great-grandchildren, 
Bentley and Chelsea’Mae, Matthew 
(Harley) and Morgen Newburn; 
great-great-grandchildren, Waylon, 
Jozlyn, Macie and Saidee Newburn; 
brothers, Gary (Marsha), Steve 
(Sarah) and Dave (Mary); sister, 
Barb (Bob) Hilmas; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Lauri C. Tuominen
Lauri C. Tuominen, 80, of Sand 

Lake, and also Apache Junction, 
Ariz., went to be with the Lord on 
Feb. 16, 2021, in Apache Junction.  A 
celebration of life will be held at 11 
a.m. on Friday, June 4 at Woodlands 
Bible Church in Eveleth.

Survivors include his wife, 
Kathleen Joyce Carlson Tuominen; 
daughters, Kimberly Gerzina and 
Sheila (Craig) Lempia; sons, Mitchell 
Tuominen and Matthew Tuominen; 
brother, Michael Tuominen; sisters, 
Joyce Wiitala and Linda Lehtinen; 
sister-in-law, Andrea Merten; broth-
ers-in-law, James Carlson and Jason 
Carlson; and many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews.

Lori A. Milton 
Lori Ann Milton, 55, of Eveleth, 

passed away on Thursday, May 
13, 2021, at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Duluth after a short battle with 
cancer. A celebration of life will 
be held at the family home at a 
later date. Arrangements are with 
Range Funeral Home of Virginia 
and Hibbing.

She is survived by her parents, 
Joseph and Emilie (Dittel) Milton of 
Eveleth; brother, David (Michele) 
Milton of Ely; niece, Lauren (Bryce) 
Anderson of Erhard; nephew, Ryan 
(Olivia) Mahoney of Moorhead; 
great-niece, Ainsley and great-neph-
ew, Gannon, both of Erhard; furry 
companion, Squirt; and numerous 
uncles, aunts and cousins.



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn

STORAGE SPACE WANTED 
IN TOWER OR ELY- Approx. 
10’x18’, June 1 - Aug. 31. 
Please call 218-365-8169 or 
612-220-8988. Leave a mes-
sage. 5/28p

FOR SALE
ROTOTILLER FOR SALE- Cub 
Cadet Model RT65H. Used 5 
times, stored in a shed, has 
forward and reverse. Asking 
$600. Can be seen at 1588 
Farm Rd. N, Tower (Vermilion 
Reservation).  Call 218-404-
8187.  6/4nc

RUMMAGE SALE
HUGE (50+ DONATING) 
RUMMAGE SALE- VIRGINIA 
SENIOR CENTER, 511 
Chestnut (across from 
Goodwill). Wed., Thurs, Fri, 
June 2,3 & 4, from 7:30 a.m. 
- 4:30 p.m. Come shop before 
work! Parking available in back.  
6/4
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 
(private parties only). We now accept payment by 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to 
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds 

are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices 
and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE
4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

MARINE  

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP 
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran 
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at Ledgerock Community 
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

SELL 
It

HERE

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:30,
Sat: 9-5, Sun 9-3

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

Call 753-2950
subscribe to the

Timberjay!

$ $
$

Adverstising
PAYS OFF!

All Out
Contracting

Septic Systems,
Site Preparation,

Land Clearing, Brushing,
Class-5, Black Dirt,

Sand, Boulders

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

Cody Wooster
218-290-6939

ALLOUTLLC@outlook.com



Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

Online at
timberjay.com


 
 
 
 
 












Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Sell It
HERE

Call 218-753-2950

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off 

HAVE A SAFE AND
HAPPY

MEMORIAL DAY!

We Have It All

WE WILL BE CLOSED
MAY 29 & 31
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We go... The exTra Mile
to bring you the 

great service you deserve!

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

RUGS
CABINETS

Whether you live
on an island, in town

or in the woods...
Let our friendly, knowledgeable

sales staff assist you
with all your decorating needs! 

Carpeting
Kitchens
Vinyl & Laminate
Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Tile
Window Treatments & More!

8
8
8
8
8
8

We’ll go that extra mile to find what you are looking for! 

TILE

EXTRA

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

CEDAR DOCK BOARDS!
2x6-6 Western

RED CEDAR
DOCK BOARDS

$14.59

218-235-7305

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

ROOFSROOFS
The FINISHED LOOKThe FINISHED LOOK

In Business Since 
• 1979 •

Naps are shorter •  There’s work to be done

Call Now To
Schedule Your
Summer Work!

(218) 365-6037 • 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 • greenstonenursery.com

Landscaping
Services

...CREATING
beautiful spaces

in the places
you live.

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

A Renewable Energy Company

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

• Chimney Repairs
   and Service
• New Wood Stoves and Gas Appliances
• Stainless Steel Liners and Caps

218-290-5370 • Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Tip-Top 
Chimney ServiCe

Bonded &
Insured

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950



“You know your place in the sky 
You hold your course and your aim 

And each in your season 
Returns and returns 

And is always the same.”

From the song “Stars,” Les 
Miserables

In a world in which it seems that 
change is the only constant, I’ve 
always liked the reliability, or at 

least my illusion of reliability, in 
the natural world. Just as Inspector 
Javert sang about the stars in the 
sky, for me, the annual seasonal 
migrations of birds have 
long provided a similar 
kind of anchor.

Each in its season 
returns and returns and 
is always the same, at 
least in that flea-speck of 
a moment that any of us 
spends alive here in the 
universe. And so it was 
this past week, when my 
wife Jodi and I took our 
morning walk, this time 
along the road where we 
live out on the edge of 
the Lost Lake Swamp. 
It was one of those first truly mild 
mornings in May, when the sun 
was out and there was a hint of a 
little summer humidity in the air. 
It was early enough in the season 
that the bugs weren’t out, but the 
annual wave of warblers had just 
arrived from the neotropics to take 
advantage of the abundant insect 
life that was soon to explode across 
the landscape. 

I’ve always favored the war-
blers, not only because of their 
distinctive songs and colorful 
plumage, but because they are 
such wonderful examples of how 
each creature has its place, much 

like those stars in the sky. And 
here, on our morning walk, they 
all were there. The black-throated 
green warbler was singing from the 
mature mixed woods around the 
house as we headed down the drive-
way, just as always. At the same 
time, ovenbirds (a type of warbler) 
were demanding “teacher-teacher!” 
from two different locations from 
the deep woods well past the edge of 
the yard. As we hit the road, a black 
and white warbler was “weetzy-
weetzy”ing from a few big aspen 
off to the east. A bit up the road, the 
chestnut-sided warbler was singing 

his “pleased, pleased to 
meetcha!” song from the 
stand of young aspen, 
their favored habitat. 

As we passed the 
alder and willow wetland 
up the road, I pointed 
out the insect-like “bee-
buz-buzzz of the gold-
en-winged warbler to 
Jodi. Just past there, 
where young balsam fir 
regularly attract magno-
lia warblers, suddenly 
there was the slurry 
“weo-weetchy,” alerting 

us to another species that knows 
its niche. As we hit the swamp 
edge, where the alder mixes with 
cattails and sedges, the “witch-
ity-witchity-witchity” told us 
the yellowthroat was back on its 
territory, although perhaps a week 
earlier than I would have expected.

By the time you read this, that 
morning walk will also be accom-
panied by the rollicking “churry, 
churry, chorry, chorry” of the 
mourning warblers, a common one 
in our woods that is always among 
our latest arrivals each spring and 

LAKE VERMILION— 
Anglers here may have the 
chance to take part in a creel 
survey this summer, con-
ducted by the Department 
of Natural Resources. It’s 
an important part of fisher-
ies management and it will 
provide the DNR with its 

first reliable look at fishing 
pressure on the big lake since 
the last survey, conducted 
in 2015.

With concerns about 
increased fishing pressure 
on the lake, this year’s creel 
survey should provide crit-
ical information that isn’t 
available in any other way. 
Two creel “clerks” will be 
out on the lake this summer, 

contacting anglers as they’re 
out on the water. The survey 
started on the May 15 opener 
and will continue through 
Sept. 30, five days a week, 
including all weekends and 
holidays. Each clerk aver-
ages about 30 interviews a 
day, so between the two of 
them they are expected to 
conduct over 4,000 angler 
interviews during the survey. 

The interviews will be con-
ducted randomly to ensure 
a scientifically valid result.

During the interviews, 
the creel clerks will ask 
anglers a few questions 
about their fishing trip for 
that day and record infor-
mation on the fish species 
caught. Creel clerks may ask 
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Wildflower Watch

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

SPRING IN THE NORTH COUNTRY

This week’s featured flower
NODDING TRILLIUM

The annual return of warblers to the North Country reminds that some things do stay the same

Singing warblers include (top) a black-throated 
green warbler, (above) a chestnut-sided warbler, and 
(below) an ovenbird. 

Creel survey underway on Vermilion 

See WARBLERS...pg. 9B

As with others of the 
genus, the Nodding Trillium, 
Trillium cernuum, likes to do 
things in threes. You’re most 
likely to spot this shade-loving 
wildflower by its prominent 
whorl of three leaves that sit 
atop a foot-tall and otherwise 
bare stem.

But look underneath right 
now and you should find a 
single nodding flower, with 
three large white petals backed 
by three large green sepals. 

Trilliums are among our 
showiest spring wildflowers, 
but the nodding variety is 
the only one generally found 
throughout the North Country. 
Unfortunately, this wildflower 
is a bit shy, so you’ll need to 
bend down to get a better look. 
It’s definitely worth it. 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

photos by M. Helmberger

See SURVEY...pg. 9B DNR creel clerks will be out on Lake Vermilion 
five days a week through Sept. 30. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

The warbling season

It’s a critical tool for fisheries managers, but it takes months and doesn’t come cheap

submitted

 Fishing reports

Ely area
Walleye anglers continue 

to report mixed results on area 
lakes.  Most anglers are catch-
ing good numbers of walleyes, 
but they are only averaging 
9-13” on many lakes. Anglers 
catching bigger walleyes have 
been finding them in shallow 
water, 8 feet or less.  Anglers are 
having success catching them 
on slip bobbers and leeches 
during the evening hours or 
fishing a little deeper, 8-12 feet 
of water, with a jig and minnow 
during the day. 

Pike fishing has cooled 
off as water temps continue to 
rise well above average for this 
time of year.  Large suckers, 
fished under a bobber, continue 
to account for most of the big 
pike caught right now.  Spoons, 
spinnerbaits and large spin-
ners remain very effective on 
smaller pike.

Stream trout anglers have 
been having good success 
trolling small crankbaits. Night 
crawlers fished under a bobber 
or floated off the bottom also 
has been very effective on trout 
in area lakes. 

Panfish - Reports of crap-
pies spawning on some area 
lakes have been coming in. 
Anglers catching these fish 
have been finding them in 
shallow bays over sand and 
around pencil reeds.  Hair jigs, 
tipped with crappie minnows, 
under a bobber, have been very 
effective.  weedbeds.  

Courtesy Arrowhead 
Outdoors, Ely
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WARBLERS...Continued from page 8B

WILDFIRE

Several structures 
burned in Bezhik 
Lake lightning fire

will spend their summer hunkered 
down in thicker brush. 

Like many people who are 
attuned to the natural world, I listen 
for all these songs each year for the 
stories they tell, and with the hope 
that a world that is increasingly 
hostile to so much of the life we long 
took for granted, still has a place in 
the sky for these remarkable birds. 
While I know that my experience is 
anecdotal at best, hearing that things 
are more or less as I remember them, 

tells me that while all is not well 
with our environment, at least all 
is not lost. 

It’s easy to believe otherwise 
when you see the unending stories on 
the destruction of the rain forest, the 
dying of the oceans, and the rapidly 
changing climate, particularly in the 
Arctic. I know all of the birds that 
call this region home face a myriad 
of challenges, from loss of habitat, 
or loose cats, to the disruption of 
the timing of insect eruptions due 

to climate change. 
It reminds me that I’m not the 

only one who feels dependent on the 
well-timed rhythms of the seasons. 
For birds in migration, in particular, 
arriving too soon can be as lethal 
as a late April snowstorm, while 
arriving too late could leave them 
without the food resources needed 
to raise their brood. Since many 
of these small birds will only have 
one or two seasons to pass on their 
genes, it’s a critical issue of timing. 
The increasing variability of our 
climate adds wobble to the system, 
which is just one more challenge 
many birds face. It’s no surprise that 
the vast majority of small woodland 
migrants are declining in number, 
some dramatically so, based on 
breeding bird surveys.

For me, that walk down the 
gravel road is my own breeding bird 
survey, of sorts. And while it may 
not be scientific, when the birds are 
singing, all there, and in their place, it 
is a comfort. I hope they’ll continue 
to be there as long as I regularly walk 
this little piece of the Earth. 

S U P E R I O R 
NATIONAL FOREST— 
Mother Nature helped 
firefighters get the upper 
hand on the Bezhik Fire 
last week, but not before 
the blaze impacted some 
private property owners in 
the area. While the blaze 
began near Bezhik Lake, 
within the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness, 
dry air and southerly winds 
last Tuesday, May 18, 
pushed the fire outside the 
wilderness boundary and 
toward of cluster of private 
inholdings located along 
the Moose Loop Road, off 
the Echo Trail. 

“It had a pretty good 
head of steam going on 
Tuesday afternoon,” said 
Tim Engrav, a public infor-
mation officer with the U.S. 
Forest Service’s LaCroix 
office in Cook. “It really 
had a lot of potential.”

While cooler weather 
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  o n 
Wednesday, and nearly an 
inch of rain that following 
evening, quieted the fire 
enough for firefighters to 
have it fully contained as of 
Saturday, the fire’s big run 
the day before destroyed 
at least one seasonal cabin 
and several outbuildings, 
according to Engrav. 

“It doesn’t look too 
nice,” said Tom Kintner, of 

Tower, describing the prop-
erty he and his wife own off 
the Moose Loop Road that 
was in the path of the fire. 
Forest Service firefighters 
managed to save their 
cabin and outhouse, said 
Kintner, but other build-
ings, including the sauna, a 
woodshed, a couple trailers 
and a generator, were all lost 
from the fire. “The sheriff 
escorted us in and out,” 
said Kintner, in order for 
them to assess the property 
damage. “I got a few trees 
that were singed pretty bad, 
too,” said Kintner. He said 
he has friends and relatives 
who have already offered to 
help him rebuild. “My wife 
said I have to build the sauna 
back,” he said.
Fire wrap-up

With the fire con-
tained, the administrative 
team from the Minnesota 
Incident Command Center, 
or MNIC, transferred 
command back to the 
local fire officials. Final 
mapping of the fire put the 
total acreage at 782 acres, 
about half the size of initial 
estimates. Fire crews were 
continuing to extinguish 
hot spots and monitor the 
perimeter to prevent any 
new fire activity.

All told, 89 fire per-
sonnel were deployed to 
the blaze.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

to record measurements of fish that 
anglers keep. 

DNR pilots will also be conduct-
ing 60 flights this summer, during 
which they will tally the number of 
fishing boats on the lake. 

Given the extensive effort that 
goes into a creel survey, they’re 
expensive to conduct. “They’re 
cost-prohibitive so we can’t do 
them every year,” said DNR large 
lake specialist Matt Hennen, who’s 
based in Tower. In fact, because of 
the expense, the DNR only conducts 
such extensive surveys on the state’s 
largest and most popular fishing 

lakes. The DNR has also conduct-
ed such surveys on both Birch and 
Burntside lakes in recent years. 

“Creel surveys are a huge source 
of data on fishing pressure,” noted 
Hennen. With local concern about 
the pressure on the lake, Hennen said 
this year’s creel survey will provide 
valuable science which can help to 
evaluate those concerns. “We’ll see 
the number of hours that people 
spend fishing and get an estimated 
harvest,” he said. 

And the survey will assess the 
harvest of all the popular game fish 
on the lake, not just walleye. 

This information, when com-

bined with scientific data collected 
during standard fisheries popula-
tion assessments, is used to make 
informed fisheries management 
decisions for the lake.

Angler participation is an essen-
tial part of this study, so the DNR is 
asking anglers to be patient with the 
creel clerks and provide information 
that is as accurate as possible. Since 
1984, the DNR has conducted 12 
creel surveys on Lake Vermilion.

For additional information or 
questions contact Matt Hennen at 
the DNR Tower area fisheries office: 
218-300-7810 or matthew.hennen@
state.mn.us.

Left: A mourning warbler, one 
of the latest warbler arrivals.
photo by M. Helmberger

    
from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   
05/17     76     52     0.00     
05/18     83     40     0.00     
05/19     78     40     0.00     
05/20     75     59     0.19     
05/21     70     63     0.05    
05/22     81     61     0.00     
05/23     82     44     0.07              
YTD Total       5.26                         

05/17     84     57     0.05     
05/18     81     52     0.00     
05/19     77     57     0.00     
05/20     72     63     0.39     
05/21     82     64     1.04    
05/22     79     57     0.00     
05/23     55     45     0.00                    
YTD Total         6.05      

05/17     75     43     0.00     
05/18     80     52     0.00     
05/19     81     54     0.00     
05/20     77     59     0.75     
05/21     72     63     0.27    
05/22     82     64     0.00     
05/23     83     47     0.01                   
YTD Total       5.54         

05/17     76     43     0.00     
05/18     84     44     0.00     
05/19     78     49     0.00     
05/20     75     59     0.27     
05/21     69     64     0.07    
05/22     80     61     0.00     
05/23     81     47     0.00    
Total                  5.62    

05/17     76     56     0.10     
05/18     82     42     0.00     
05/19     78     43     0.00     
05/20     75     58     0.43     
05/21     70     64     0.08    
05/22     81     60     0.00     
05/23     80     45     0.10                            
YTD Total                6.46     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

61  33 66   46 69  47 75  5071  47

SURVEY...Continued from page 8B
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GRADUATION CEREMONY 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2 • 7 PM

Hunter Jackson Alliyah Zapata

Leah Anderson

Jaicee Krings Mariah Mitchell Kyla Stellmach Thomas Zibrowski

Alexander Dorman Connor Hanson

Class Colors: Black, Gold and Teal
Class Song: “It’s A Long Way To The Top” by AC/DC
Class Motto: “Success is a journey, not a destination.”

ClassTree: Cedar
Class Flower: Rose 

This ad is sponsored by these fine community businesses:
Align Builders
Aronson Boat Works
Bayview Bar & Grill
Benchwarmer’s Bar & Grill
Bob’s Service and Towing
Breitung Township
Broten Construction
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors
Embarrrass-Vermillion Federal
  Credit Union
Fortune Bay Resort Casino

Frandsen Bank-Tower
Good Ol’ Days
Gruben’s Marina
Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
Lamppa Manufacturing
Nordic Home North
Marjo Motel
Northern Pines Embroidery
Northwoods True Value
Pier 77 Mini-Golf
Red Rock Mini-Storage
Rolando Noyes Construction

Soudan Store/Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tech Electric
The Timberjay
The Vermilion Club
Tower-Soudan Agency
UBetcha Antiques & Uniques
Vermilion Land Office
Vermilion Mini-Storage/IBI Construction
Vermilion Park Inn Bed & Breakfast
Vermilion Senior Living
Zup’s Grocery- Tower

Leah Anderson
Alexander Dorman (PSEO)
Connor Hanson
Hunter Jackson

Jaicee Krings
Mariah Mitchell
Kyla Stellmach (PSEO)
Aliyah Zapata
Thomas Zibrowski

CLASS of 2021 GRADUATES
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