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LAND RIGHTS

Proposed road access roils Eagles Nest
Board to decide Tuesday whether to build road platted nearly a century ago
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

EAGLES NEST TWP—
Township officials here are
expected to decide next Tuesday
whether to take possession of a
small portion of land, dedicated
to the public back in 1928, to
build a road access for a fire
department water source on

Eagles Nest Lake One. It might
seem a small matter, but it’s
a proposal that has generated considerable consternation
with nearby property owners
who worry both about the cost
of the road and, perhaps most
importantly, that land they’ve
essentially had to themselves
for years could be opened up to
regular public use.

Also at issue is several
hundred feet of shoreline that
lies in a narrow strip along the
eastern shoreline of the lake, just
off the Bear Head Lake State
Park Road, the township’s main
thoroughfare. The shoreline,
part of the same plat, was also
dedicated to the public nearly a
century ago, but was never accessible from the land, since the

platted roads were never built. It
was all part of an unusual plat,
known as Rearrangement Eagle
Nest, which created dozens of
tiny lots as part of a subdivision
created by the late Mathew M.
O’Meara. The lots that O’Meara
expected to sell were located just
off the lake and, as part of the

See...ROAD pg. 9

GREENWOOD TWP

NEW BUSINESS IN ELY

Sweet bliss

Firefighters
banned from
recording
their meetings

Ely entrepreneur makes
cakes and other treats

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- As Greenwood
Fire Department officials are awaiting a
hearing in the election complaint filed over
allegations they may have violated state
election law, the Greenwood Town Board,
Tuesday, approved a policy change that
prohibits the tape recording of fire department meetings by members without prior
approval.
Tuesday’s decision marks a reversal of
a township policy approved in 2015, that
actually required the fire department to audio
record and archive its meetings, a policy that
apparently was never followed by fire department officials. Fire department member Jeff
Maus, however, had been openly recording

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – At the beginning
of the coronavirus pandemic a year ago, while most
businesses were pausing
operations and people were
pondering what the future
would bring, one local entrepreneur took the giant leap
of starting her own business.
While not a new idea in
these parts, Erin Moravitz
ramped up her hobby of
making and decorating cakes
and turned that passion into a
cottage industry. “E’s Taste
of Bliss” seems like an apt
title and description for her
homemade cakes and treats.
And she is having trouble
keeping up with demand.
“I officially started the
business about a year ago,
but I would have to say my
first decorative cake was for
my nephew’s ‘smash cake’
some seven years ago,” she
said. “After that, I started
baking more and more cakes
for family and friends and for
a variety of celebrations.”
The encouragement to
continue came swiftly. Food

See...BAN pg. 11

ISD 696

Erin Moravitz grabbed the economic downturn of the coronavirus pandemic
by the horns and created her own cake-making business. E’s Taste of Bliss
has exploded in popularity around Ely in the last year. Local photographer
Tara Larsen often uses Erin’s creations, above, for “smash cake” settings
for babys’ first birthday photographs. photo courtesy of Tara Kay Photography

handling courses, a cottage
food registration and other
training allowed her to begin
baking out of her Ely-area
home.

“I guess word got around
that I made cakes,” she said.
Erin said as she filled
cake orders, she would
mix more batter and make

cupcakes or smaller treats
and created sample “pop-up
boxes” that she posted as

See...CAKE pg. 11

Bear River Fair looking at end to century-plus run
Leadership needed soon to save the event
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

tivity of its farmers. One writer
noted it was well worth the fourhour trek from Virginia to Bear
River to take it all in.
In 1911, those skilled and
artful farmers came together for
an exhibition and famers institute
that began the storied tradition of
the Bear River Fair, a treasured

BEAR RIVER- In the early
1900s, at least one regional newspaper, the Virginia Enterprise, regularly devoted space to extolling
the virtues of Bear River and the
surrounding area, touting not only
its extraordinary beauty but the
agricultural acumen and produc- See...FAIR pg. 12

New Spring Clothing, New Books, New Gifts
plus our excellent and updated selection
of Canoe Camping Gear or
come in today for a New Canoe or Kayak
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 10 - 4
piragis.com 218 - 365 - 6745
boundarywaterscatalog.com

Parent objects
to required
reading title
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – At least one ISD 696 parent is
objecting to the inclusion of a book in the
required reading list for eleventh-grade
English students, and he requested the school
board remove the
book from the list.
Parent Chad
Davis made the
request to the
board during the
open forum portion
of their meeting
Monday night. He
initially asked for
clarification on how
the book title came
to be donated to
the school district, how the book title was
accepted, and how the decision was made
to have the book title included in the high

See...BOOK pg. 9
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Community notices
Cottage Food Producer Food Safety
Training available online

REGIONAL- Do you get rave reviews on your homemade breads, cakes and cookies? Are family and friends
asking to buy your yummy home canned salsa and pickles?
Have you considered starting a food business out of your
home but are at a loss where to start? Join University
of Minnesota Extension Food Safety Educators, Kathy
Brandt and Suzanne Driessen at a Cottage Food Producer
Food Safety Training webinar or take the online course.
Both the webinar and online course meet the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture food safety training requirements to register as a Minnesota Cottage Food Producer.
Once registered, you’ll be able to make and sell homemade
non-potentially hazardous foods including baked goods,
candy, home-canned peaches, pickles, salsa, jams, jellies
and more. The specific conditions that must be met to
qualify as an allowable Minnesota cottage food will be
thoroughly covered.
The training focus is on food safety practices for all
processes covered under the Minnesota Cottage Food
Law (CFL) including drying, baking, confections, jams
and jellies, acid and acidified fruit and vegetables, and
fermentation. Participants learn how to produce, package,
label, store, and transport a safe food product. Many
details of the CFL will be covered, including who needs
to register, where allowed cottage food can be sold, and
the maximum gross yearly sales allowed.
Registration and $50/person fee are required. To
register for the upcoming webinar on Saturday, April 24,
or for the online course, go to https://extension.umn.edu/
courses-and-events/cottage-food-producer-food-safety-training. For more information, contact Suzanne at
320-203-6057 or driessen@umn.edu.

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate

General Questions
Buying/Selling
Easements
Contract for Deed
Property Line Problems
Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation
•
•
•
•
•
•

HOSPITALITY

Northernair Lodge welcomes
new management team
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – After a lost
year in 2020 due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
economic development is
gearing up this year in the
North Country, and many
areas of progress, including
new business launches and
ownership transitions at
existing businesses, continue to be highlighted in
the Timerberjay.
Rane Mickelson
and Zach Klinkenborg
are the new managers of
Northernair Lodge.
Longtime managerMike and Sara Fitzgerald
are overseeing their training and the transition this
spring.
Northernair Lodge is
located four miles south of
Ely off Highway 21 and is
the only resort on Mitchell
Lake.
Rane was born and
raised in Minneapolis. She
said Ely has always had a
special place in her heart.
“After 25 years of
my family vacationing at
Northernair, my time spent
in Ely helped shape the

person that I have become,”
she said
Over many summers
in Ely, Rane took her first
boat ride, learned how to
fish, and most importantly,
developed a deep appreciation for nature and all it
has to offer.
“The beauty and peace
that surrounds guests at
Northernair has been an
unforgettable experience
for me and I am ecstatic that
I will soon be able to call it
home,” she said.
Rane earned a degree
in child psychology from
the University of Minnesota
in 2019 and has worked in
early childhood education
for nearly five years. Rane
enjoys hiking, fishing,
painting, ceramics, creating
music, and spending time
with her Italian greyhound,
Luna.
Zach also experienced
the beauty and grace of
northern Minnesota at a
young age, thanks to his
parents. When they weren’t
in the Twin Cities, where
Zach was born and raised,
they were taking trips up
north. Places like Ely,
Grand Marais, and Grand

Ethnic Creations

Handmade gifts from the past to the present

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Classes • Custom Orders
Weaving • Felting • Quilting
Needle Arts

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 • 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

Open Monday & Tuesday from 10-4
7148 Cty Rd 715, Embarrass, MN 55732

218-741-1536 or 218-750-0475 (cell)
www.finnishethniccreations.com
debwiitanen.etsy.com

Zach Klinkenborg and Rane Mickelson are the
new managers of Northernair Lodge.
submitted photo

Portage left Zach yearning
to return.
After attending
college at the University
of Minnesota-Duluth for
creative writing, Zach went
back to the cities where he
met Rane.
“We shared the same
dream of moving to northern Minnesota one day, and
four years later we were
able to make that dream a
reality,” he said.
Zach, an avid people
person, said he looks
forward to taking his experience in the hospitality
industry and creating memorable experiences for folks
who also share his great

OPEN HOUSE

love of the North Country.
In his free time, Zach
is passionate about being
creative through photography and writing. He also
enjoys fishing, hiking, and
the enticing smell of a hot
cup of coffee.
The Fitzgeralds plan
to remain in Ely. Mike
has plans to expand his
m a r k e t i n g c o m p a n y,
Wolvenwood Studio, while
Sara Fitzgerald will continue to work at Northernair in
a management and operations role.

Friday, April 23 & Saturday, April 24 • 9 AM-5 PM
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LEGAL NEWS

Ely native tapped for Interior Department solicitor post
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY- RobertAnderson,
who grew up in Ely and is
a Native American law
expert, was nominated by
President Joe Biden last
week to be solicitor of the
Interior Department. The
move underscored how the
administration is putting a
priority on placing Native
Americans in charge of the
agenda at Interior.
If confirmed, Anderson
would play a central role in
the department’s rulemaking and interpreting how it
should apply federal laws.
Before joining the
administration, Anderson,
an enrolled member of
the Bois Forte Band of the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe,
was the Oneida Indian
Nation visiting professor of
law at Harvard Law School
and was the lead editor of

Robert Anderson is a member of the Bois Forte Band

a leading Native American
law textbook.
“Bob has extensive
legal expertise with regard
to Native American Tribes,
public lands, and water—
all of which will help
advance Interior’s mission
to steward America’s
natural, cultural and historic resources and honor our
nation-to-nation relationship with Tribes in accordance with the spirit and
letter of the law,” Interior

Secretary Deb Haaland said
in a statement.
Last month, Haaland,
an enrolled member of
the Laguna Pueblo, was
confirmed by the Senate as
the first Native American to
lead a federal department.
Anderson has been
Interior’s principal deputy
solicitor since Biden took
office Jan. 20. The Senate
would have to confirm his
new role.
A leading national
figure in Native American
law, Anderson has written
that tribes should have
more influence in federal
decisions, like the controversial permitting for the
Dakota Access Pipeline,
that affect their lands and
people. Former President
Barack Obama’s approval
of construction for the

Dakota Access Pipeline,
which transports crude oil
from the Bakken formation in North Dakota to
Illinois, sparked protests
over concerns that a spill
would threaten the water
supply for the Standing
Rock Sioux Reservation
and other areas near the
proposed path.
“Tribal input into most
projects affecting tribal
lands and water is advisory
only,” he wrote in a 2018
law review article. “The
[Dakota Access Pipeline]
experience shows the shortcomings in this approach
and should serve as a
springboard for changes
in federal law… It is not
enough to be consulted if
the permitting agency is
free to reject tribal input
subject to deferential judi-

cial review.”
Before Harvard,
Anderson directed the
University of Washington’s
Native American Law
Center for 20 years, according to a biography provided
by the administration.
He was also part of
the past two Democratic
administrations, according
to a resume on his page
on Harvard Law School’s
website.
From 2011 to 2013,
Anderson participated in
a five-person committee
that reviewed the federal
government’s management
of $4 billion in Native
American trust funds and
suggested reforms to the
program. He also advised
Obama’s transition team
in 2008 and 2009.
He was associate

Interior solicitor for Native
American affairs and a
counselor to the Interior
secretary during former
President Bill Clinton’s
administration.
Anderson graduated
from the University of
Minnesota’s law school
and began his career at the
Native American Rights
Fund, a nonprofit advocacy
group.
The solicitor is the
chief attorney for the
Interior Department and
legal adviser to the secretary. The position oversees
430 attorneys and other
staff.
Jacob Fischler, of the
Wisconsin Examiner, contributed to this report.

CITY OF TOWER

Higher construction costs put water plant in deficit
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— Sharply
higher costs for concrete
and steel have suddenly
left city officials here with
a more than $2 million
funding gap for planned
upgrades to the community’s drinking water infrastructure.
As recently as a month
ago, city officials were
elated that a $3.375 million
grant from the Army Corps
of Engineers had helped
cover all but a small deficit
on the estimated $4.5
million project, which
included a new drinking

water treatment plant operated by the Tower-Breitung
Wastewater Board, and a
new water main to serve
the city of Tower.
But the city’s engineers
have since pushed the estimate of construction cost
from the original combined
price tag of $4.5 million
$5.72 million. That’s partly
due to a change in plans
to build a slightly larger
facility, according to city
engineer Matt Bolf of SEH.
But recent bids on a similar
plant in Cloquet came in
sharply higher than expected, which prompted SEH to
increase the cost estimates
for both the drinking water

treatment facility and the
new water main.
The funding gap for the
treatment plan now stands
at $1.94 million, while the
deficit for the water main
has jumped from $193,750,
to $376,517. That yields a
total funding gap of $2.32
million.
The higher projected deficit also reflects
uncertainty over funding
from the Department of
Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation, which had
been expected to provide
$187,500 toward the
project. But those funds
have to be spent within
six months, which may no

longer be possible.
While the city has no
real deadline for spending
the Army Corps funds, the
city will need to submit a
partnership agreement and
a statement of financial
capability to the Corps by
June. As it stands today,
Clerk-Treasurer Victoria
Ranua said she could not
sign her name to such a
statement.
Bolf suggested the
city could apply all of its
available funding toward
the treatment facility, which
would reduce the deficit
for that portion of the
project. The city currently has a public-facilities

bonding request before the
Legislature, which could
pay for the water main
portion of the project.
But Ranua noted that
the bond funding required
repayment, which the city
would have to pay off itself
if it only applied to the
water main. The treatment
facility, by contrast, is a
joint project that would be
paid for by ratepayers in
both Tower and Breitung.
Ranua suggested that
the newly passed American
Rescue Plan does include
some funding sources for
sewer and water improvements, which the city could
possibly tap, and she asked

the council for help in
exploring those and other
sources of funding. “This
is too important to drop,”
she said.
The council took no
action.
In other business, the
council, after considerable discussion, voted
3-1, with Mayor Orlyn
Kringstad abstaining, to
rescind a 2018 council
decision to rename Harbor
Drive in honor of the
late Herb Lamppa. Ranua
explained that the prior
council had made the designation but never instituted
See
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REAL ESTATE
Sales are great!

WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!
Thinking of selling?

Contact us for a free property evaluation.

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

218-666-5352

info@bicrealty.com • www.bicrealty.com

LITTLE ELBOW Boat-access w/48 acres and
700 ft lksh. Multiple bldg. sites and a mature
forest w/some large white and Norway pines.
Surrounded by public land. MLS #138896
$199,000

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com

Tower: 218-753-8985

MYRTLE LAKE Lg. bldg. lot on the shores of
Myrtle Lake. Approx. 300 ft of lksh. and 4.5
acres. Year-round paved road access/elec.
available. MLS #137048 PRICE REDUCED!
$125,000
COOK Wooded 2 acre lot includes driveway,
approval for septic sites, Certificate of Survey, and electric at road. Great place to build
cabin/home to be near the lake or a storage
building for all your “toys”.
MLS #140838 $38,900

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

Pickerel Lake, Effie-$84,000 3.28 acre
waterfront lot with approx. 206 ft shoreline.
MLS#141036
Ash River-$89,000 Rare boat-access
property. 4.6 acres and over 200+ ft of
waterfront. MLS#139951
Crane Lake-$49,900 8.4 acres of
wooded land on paved Crane Lake Road.
MLS#140858
Long Lake-$389,900 Seasonal custombuilt, log-sided cabin on 14.43 acres and
1,200+ ft of shoreline. Has gated driveway,
generator electric, rainwater cistern, incinolet
toilet and septic, bunkhouse, two storage
sheds and alum dock. MLS#140622

We are looking for listings! Properties are selling
fast. If you’ve thought about selling now is the
time! We are here to help you make the right
decisions and guide you through every step of
the process! Free market analysis available. No
obligation. Contact us today and let us help you
with your property needs! ~ B.I.C. Realty

We sell the North!

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!
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ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
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The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Editorial

Stauber's cultural divide

Eighth District Congressman talks endlessly
about mining. He has nothing else to talk about.
Rep. Pete Stauber wants
to make sure that no one
in northeastern Minnesota
forgets about sulfide mining.
Stauber is doing his best to
keep the issue front and center
in the minds of Eighth District
residents, as a way to detract
from the economic reality that
is likely to dog GOP politicians over the next 18 months
and possibly longer.
Economists around the
world are suddenly agog at
what they see as the potential
for astonishing economic
growth in the U.S., beginning this year and continuing
right into 2023. It kicked off
last month with the Labor
Department’s announcement
that the economy gained
916,000 jobs in March. While
still nearly 8.4 million fewer
people are working today
than prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, the job gains in
March demonstrate the impact
of the latest COVID relief
package, as well as the Biden
administration’s efforts to get
the pandemic under control,
which have combined to get
the economy moving again.
The prospect of passage
of President Biden’s infrastructure package will further
boost economic activity.
The International Monetary
Fund now predicts the U.S.
economy will grow at a Chinalike pace of 6.4 percent this
year, and provisions in the
Biden relief package will
help ensure that more of that
economic wealth winds up in
the hands of low- and middle-income Americans. The
next two years, barring an
unexpected event, are likely to
yield an exceptional economic
boom.
A strong economy,
that’s putting real money
in the pockets of working
Americans, is far from ideal
for the party out of power,
especially when elected officials from that party have
voted unanimously to oppose
the very policies that put
that money there. Rep. Pete
Stauber, after all, voted against
the COVID relief bill that provided an additional $1,400 per
person to folks in his district
and he’s certain to oppose any
infrastructure bill that comes
close to the one proposed by
President Biden.
Which is why Stauber is
talking a lot about mining, or
“our way of life,” as he likes
to put it.
Let’s not mince words.
Stauber’s focus on mining
has nothing to do with jobs
or the Eighth District’s way
of life. Of the roughly 327,000
people employed in Stauber’s
congressional district, about
4,500, or 1.3 percent, work
in mining. If we’re defined by
the jobs we hold, the Eighth
District’s way of life centers

around health care, education, professional services,
non-mining manufacturing,
recreation, and construction,
which account for a total of
more than 200,000 jobs combined. And the vast majority
of those jobs support middle-class families.
Stauber talks sulfide
mining (an issue over which
he has little influence) as a
means of stoking the cultural
divide, which Republicans
have exploited for years to
hold political power despite
pursuing economic policies
that do virtually nothing for
the people they supposedly
represent. With Republicans in
charge, the economic policies
are always the same: deregulation and tax cuts for the rich.
Yet, more dangerous workplaces, dirtier air and water,
and fatter paychecks for corporate executives accomplish
exactly nothing to advance the
interests of working people in
northeastern Minnesota. U.S.
Steel wasn’t going to employ
one extra person because
of President Trump’s big
corporate tax cut. If they can
spend less on worker safety at
Minntac, the savings certainly
don’t go to the folks in the pit
or the crusher. Those windfalls
all go to the boys in the suites.
President Biden has put
real money into the northeastern Minnesota economy, and,
if Republicans don’t block
him, he’ll direct even more
money here, for expansion of
broadband, improving transportation, housing, and energy
efficiency. Rep. Stauber has
or will oppose all of those
investments, which would
actually make life better here
in northeastern Minnesota.
Which is why Stauber
and his GOP media allies are
talking about sulfide mining.
It is simply a surrogate for
other cultural dividers, like
the spittle over a couple Dr.
Seuss books, who can use
which school bathroom, or
sports stars taking a knee
for the anthem. In terms of
our actual lives here in the
Eighth District, these issues
matter not at all, but they
are cultural wedges that
Republicans employ to keep
Americans who should have
common cause, divided. And
they have proven remarkably effective at convincing
many rural Americans to vote
against policies that could
make their lives better, out of
fear of making life better for
someone “on the other side”
of that cultural divide. What
a shame.
The day that Americans
really incorporate the late Paul
Wellstone’s favorite axiom
that “we all do better when
we all do better,” Pete Stauber
and the rest of his party are in
trouble. Real trouble.

Letters from Readers
Where is the
transparency some
promised in
Greenwood?
Both Dave Fazio and Mike
Indihar are heading towards a trial
to determine if they violated election campaign law. The main piece
of evidence of the alleged violation
was recorded on audio tape at the
fire department meeting just a
week before the last election. As
reported in the Timberjay, the
accusation is that Fazio and Indihar
used their supervisory positions
as fire chief and assistant chief
respectively to compel firefighters
they supervise to become involved
in political activity to influence the
outcome of the annual township
election. In response, they now
seek to ban all audio recording
by fire department employees and
punish any person doing so with
a written warning or termination.
On April 14, 2015, the
Greenwood Town Board passed
township policies which included
a requirement that all board meetings and fire department meetings
be audio recorded and saved for
archival purposes. However, the
policy to direct the fire department
to record their meetings has been

ignored by Fazio. Why has the
board not enforced the policies
they set for the fire department?
In the real world, if you ignored
your boss’s direction for six years,
you most certainly would have
been reprimanded or fired. Right?
How can this kind of insubordination be allowed to continue?
Is it because the board needs the
votes of the fire department to
stay in power and thus keep the
public in the dark? Supervisor
Carmen DeLuca attends most fire
department meetings, so he should
certainly have been aware of the
lack of recording. Also, the board
has dealt with lawsuits involving
the fire department, and if there
were tapes wouldn’t the board
have accessed the tapes to assist
them in the lawsuits?
Where is the transparency? Now, with an audio recording
being used against them in this
latest complaint, they seek to ban
audio recordings in the fire department. Caught with their hand in
the proverbial cookie jar, it now
seems they are trying to destroy
the cookie jar.
If that isn’t enough, the
published Greenwood Township
Board policies, which spell out
such things as rental of the town
hall and board meeting policies,
were mysteriously modified on

the township’s website sometime between Jan. 25, 2021 and
April 7, 2021, without board
action approving a change in the
policies. The website no longer
matches the current printed version
available in the Greenwood Town
Hall offices as of April 10, 2021.
Not surprisingly, the new website
version of the policies was changed
by the removal of the words “fire
department” from the section that
requires tape recording of all board
meetings, special meetings and fire
department meetings.
Is it me, or is someone having
a problem with there being a record
of fire department business that
is paid for with your tax dollars?
Your board has graduated from
not allowing public comment, not
reading public correspondence,
denying access to public records,
retaliating against those who do not
side with them and now they wish
to stop audio recording. What’s
next, a ten-foot fence around the
town hall? Let’s ask the man who
ran for a board seat by promising
transparency. Carmen Deluca, did
you ever intend to keep your word?
Actions speak louder than words
you know.
Rick Stoehr
Greenwood Twp.

Fighting for our local papers
On May 7 of last
year, the Hastings Star
Gazette printed its last
issue. The paper’s first
issue as The Hastings
Independent was published in 1857, a year
before Minnesota
gained statehood.
Generations relied
on papers like this for
local news—they told
you who was born
and who died, whose
daughter just broke the
county record for the 400-meter
freestyle, whose Holstein won a
surprise ribbon at the State Fair,
and how your local leaders voted.
My dad was a Minnesota
newspaper columnist and sports

reporter. Even though
he worked his way
up the ranks to interview everyone from
Mike Ditka to Ronald
Reagan to Ginger
Rogers, he was
always, as his managing editor put it, “a
champion of those on
the outside.”
But today, newspapers of all sizes
are struggling and
closing.
The shuttering of the Star
Gazette was helped along by
the coronavirus pandemic, but
long-term trends in newspaper
ad revenue show that the Star
Gazette and many local papers like

SEN. AMY

KLOBUCHAR

it were already on their last legs
when COVID-19 struck.
Ad revenue for U.S. newspapers plummeted from $37.8
billion in 2008 to $14.3 billion
in 2018. During that time, two
other companies, Facebook and
Google—worth over $2.2 trillion
combined—became advertising
titans.
These two companies don’t
just control the majority of online
advertising; they’ve built power
over the news, crushing local
outlets along the way. It saddens
me to think my dad might not have
a job in today’s tech-dominated
world, let alone a chance to interview a U.S. President.
See
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The winds long to play with your hair
I was recently
given a copy of Yes!
magazine chock full
of fascinating stories.
In one article Kendra
Ward encourages
us to awaken our
ecological psyche,
to “rekindle the deep
memory of where
we come from” and
recognize that we are
an integral part of
the ecosystem of the
Earth, not just observers, protectors, or destroyers. She believes
our tendency to be human-centric

is at the heart of our
ecological catastrophe. If we perceive
intelligence from a
human-centric position, we will (and
do) place ourselves
at the top of the heap,
rating our type of
cognition as superior
BETTY to all other beings,
often unaware of the
intricate network of
life surrounding us
that we are a part of.
What about other types of
intelligence, such as the ability of

FIRTH

a spider to weave an intricate web,
perfectly designed for its location
and stable enough to withstand
wind, rain, and sun? What about
the octopus who “thinks” through
sensors on 2,240 suction cups
on its tentacles, whose skin can
change its color and texture so
dramatically that it is unrecognizable, and who in its brief one-year
lifespan can learn new behavior?
What about the young loons who
are able to find their way to winter
habitats, even though the parents
left earlier? Comparatively, we
can get lost taking a wrong turn
on a country road.

Ward says that if we undervalue the lives of other beings, it
fits conveniently into our desire
to consume, for they become
expendable resources. As taught
in Economics 101, human needs
are limited, but human wants are
unlimited, and we see the evidence of that all around us. How
large a house do we need and how
many? Even households of moderate means often own a house
and a cabin, while the super-rich
have homes with 20,000 square
feet and three or more houses in
different states or countries. My
house is not grand, but certainly

larger than many individuals on
the planet own. The subprime
housing bubble and collapse was
a prime example of consumeristic
greed exploited and exploded.
The layers of deregulation from
the Reagan years on were orchestrated to loosen restrictions for
the benefit of corporate entities
and the wealthy. It fed the voracious appetites of speculators in
mortgages and securities while
enabling home buyers to get
inadequately-secured financing

See
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PAPERS...Continued from page 4
In rural and small-town
communities across America, we
are seeing the impacts of this consolidation first hand—expanding
“news deserts” where local coverage is increasingly difficult to
come by.
We can’t stand by and watch

this happen to our independent
press. That’s why I have introduced bipartisan legislation
with Senator John Kennedy
(R-LA) and Representatives
David Cicilline (D-RI) and Ken
Buck (R-CO) to let news publishers join together to get fair

terms with these digital titans.
The Journalism Competition
and Preservation Act will level
the playing field for the entire
industry—not just a few publishers—by empowering local media
outlets to make deals that ensure
fair treatment.

By giving independent papers
the chance to compete, our bill
will also give them the power to
demand deserved revenue so that
they can invest in quality reporting—ensuring that hardworking
reporters can continue to inform
their communities.

The Journalism Competition
and Preservation Act is a way we
can turn the tide on this unprecedented threat to fair and honest
competition. It will help America
maintain access to the trustworthy
local reporting that is the bedrock
of our communities.

TOWER...Continued from page 3
any changes to the harbor
plat, which was already
underway, and so the final
plat still lists the road as
Harbor Drive. Ranua noted
that 911 designations are
based on existing platted
street names, so signing the
road differently now would
create confusion in the
event of emergency calls.
Meanwhile, Ranua
said she would pursue
estimates for updating
the signage on the Tower
Civic Center, which was
also renamed in honor of
Lamppa shortly after his
passing. She noted that
the previous council never
included money in the
budget for changing the
signage on the building.
At the same time,
Ranua suggested that the
council could consider
renaming another city
landmark in honor of
Lamppa, who served as
Tower’s mayor, a St. Louis

County commissioner, and
a well-regarded teacher in
addition to his work with
Lamppa Manufacturing.
Ranua suggested renaming the city’s mini-park in
Lamppa’s honor, but she
added that the city should
consult with the Lamppa
family to see what would
be an acceptable way of
recognizing Lamppa’s contributions.
In other business, the
council:
 Heard an update
from council member Joe
Morin on the status of
joint talks with the town
of Breitung over the future
of law enforcement in the
two communities. Morin
and fellow council member
Dave Setterberg have been
meeting with Breitung
officials to better understand costs, liabilities,
and the needs of the two
communities. “We want
to be methodical,” said

Morin, noting that the
communities are currently
paying for some patrol
coverage through the St.
Louis County Sheriff’s
office. “We’ll be doing that
through May,” he said.
Heard from Ranua on
the impact of the American
Rescue Plan. She said the
city’s direct allocation
from the new law will total
$60,000, which will come
to the city in two payments,
with the first scheduled for
early summer and the next
one scheduled for early
2022.
She said the city can
use the funds for a wide
range of purposes, including revenue replacement,
but could also establish
programs to assist residents or businesses in the
community.
Heard a report from
Morin on concerns he’s
heard from residents about
truckers using their air

brakes as they enter the 30
mile-per-hour zone at the
city’s east end. Known as
“jake-braking,” the practice creates a loud noise,
which has been irritating
to some nearby residents.
The council discussed
ways to address the issue
with truckers in the area
and eventually approved
sending a courtesy letter to
local trucking operations,
asking them to avoid the
use of their air brakes when
slowing at the city limits.
Morin agreed to write the
letter.
 Ranua asked for
assistance from the
council in developing
a capital improvement
plan for the Hoodoo Point
Campground. “The campground has been an important revenue source to help
fund the city’s budget,”
noted Ranua. She said the
city had implemented a
capital improvement sur-

charge at the campground
several years ago, but never
developed a plan for the
use of the funds. She said
an actual plan would help
prioritize improvements,
establish timelines for
those upgrades, and make
it easier for the city to tap
other funding sources. She
noted that other area campgrounds have received
IRRR funds for improvements to bath and shower
houses, which is a significant need at Hoodoo Point.
Campground manager
Randy Pratt said he supported Ranua’s proposal
and said the demand at the
campground has grown
steadily. “We are overly-booked already,” he said.
“It’s truly amazing how
busy this year is going to
be, like last year.”
Approved declaring
the campground mower
as surplus property and
advertising it for sale, with

a minimum bid of $200.
The council will accept bids
through May 9, with a bid
opening set for May 10.
Approved a new fee
schedule recommended by
the Planning and Zoning
Commission that changes
fees for many types of
permits or land use applications.
 Approved allowing the Tower-Soudan
Historical Society to keep
the civic center lobby open
during daytime hours so
visitors can use the bathrooms when they’re visiting the historic train and
depot museum. The city
will install an electronic
lock on the interior door to
the civic center to prevent
visitors from accessing
other parts of the building.
The council also
granted Linda Haugen
access to the civic center
for a variety of functions
that she oversees.

Robin Wall Kimmerer,
distinguished professor
in environmental biology
at the State University
of New York, and author
of Gathering Moss and
Braiding Sweetgrass,
encourages us to learn
from the mosses that have
persisted for 350 million
years. She said the mosses
teach the lessons of “being
small, of giving more than
you take, of working with
natural law, and sticking
together.” She believes that
gratitude can help heal “our
sick, capitalistic world”
and advocates for “restorative reciprocity” with the
natural world, appreciating
the gifts and responsibilities we’ve been given.
Peter Wohlleben, a
German forester, and author
of The Hidden Life of Trees:
What They Feel, How They
Communicate, along with
other researchers, sees a
forest as a superorganism
of unique individuals, not
a group of loners standing
side by side, competing for
sunlight, water, and nutrients. Research reveals that
trees of the same species are
communal and will often
form alliances with trees

of other species. Forest
trees have evolved to live in
“cooperative, interdependent relationships, maintained by communication
and a collective intelligence
similar to an insect colony.”
He explains that in
every forest that is not too
damaged, trees are connected to each other through
underground fungal mycorrhizal networks. Trees share
water and nutrients through
the networks, and also use
them to communicate.
They send distress signals
about drought and disease
or attacks by insects or
humans, and other trees
alter their behavior when
they receive these messages.
Trees also communicate through the air, using
pheromones and other scent
signals. Wohlleben gives
the example of the widecrowned umbrella thorn
acacia on African savannas. When a giraffe starts
chewing acacia leaves,
the tree notices the injury
and emits a distress signal
in the form of ethylene
gas. Upon detecting this
gas, neighboring acacias
start pumping tannins into

their leaves, which in
large enough quantities can
sicken or even kill large
herbivores.
However, giraffes have
evolved with acacias, so
they’re aware of this, so
they browse into the wind,
so the warning gas doesn’t
reach the trees ahead of
them. If there’s no wind, a
giraffe will typically walk
100 yards— farther than
ethylene gas can travel in
still air—before feeding
on the next acacia. They
seem to know the trees are
communicating.
He tells another story
of a massive stump left
400-500 years ago when a
tree was felled. The stump

still lived, given nutrients
by the surrounding trees
through their roots. Yet we
humans often live sideby-side with people we’ve
never met and rarely know
well. Albert Einstein said,
“The measure of intelligence is the ability to
change,” so if we are such
intelligent creatures, maybe
we can learn from all that is
evolving around us.
Forget not that the earth
delights to feel your bare
feet and the winds long to
play with your hair.
Kahlil Gibran

BIOLOGY...Continued from page 4
on properties with inflated
prices that they knew they
couldn’t really afford.
When the bubble burst,
many lost their homes
while the fat cat investors
remained unscathed.
You may be asking,
“What exactly does this
have to do with spiders
and loons?” It’s all part of
the integrated continuum
that we are part of and
that we so easily ignore.
While climate change is
now making it much more
difficult to ignore, a substantial number of people
astoundingly persist in
denying that it exists. Many
of these deniers may be
the same ones who declare
the sovereignty of humans
over all else, giving them
inalienable rights to multiply and use up the Earth’s
finite resources, quoting
the Bible as evidence. I
picture them throwing a
tantrum, yelling at Mother
Nature, “You’re not the
boss of me!”
Those with an ecological psyche are light years
away from that kind of
thinking or being. Author
Ward encourages us to confront our attitudes about our

human ownership of everything and how that keeps us
separate from the natural,
living world. We are given
a taste of our connectedness
through a special relationship with a beloved pet, a
treasured tree, or favorite
lake, river, or ocean beach,
which allow us to breathe
easier. Or perhaps when we
meditate and feel the edges
of our human boundaries
soften. Out under the night
sky, we feel viscerally how
inconsequential we are, yet
part of it all. As I type, my
very large, long-haired cat,
Paco, came hovering by
my feet, and I invited him
up on my lap to get some
attention, trying to keep his
paws off the keys. Is that a
one-way impulse, or is it
reciprocal? Does he also
recognize that I could use
some nurture from his soft
body and loud purr after
giving that inert machine
that never cuddles or purrs
too much attention?
Ecological biology
views organisms, such as
ourselves, not as separate
entities, but as integral parts
of their environment with
biological and sociological
interdependencies.
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Week of April 19
Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.
Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21, 6
p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food ShelfOpen on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:305:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is April
20 .
Greenwood Fire Dept.Meetings on the first (business meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Learn to be an Emergency Medical Responder
TOWER- The Tower Area
Ambulance Service is holding an
EMR Class (initial class includes
CPR and EVOC training) starting Tuesday, April 20. The classes will be completed prior to the
start of fishing season. There are
approximately 24 hours of classes, held Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 6 – 10 p.m. Two
all-day Saturday classes will be

EMR classes to begin April 20 in Tower

held on April 24 and May 8. Final class and testing will be held
on Wednesday, May 12.
To register or for more information, call Ambulance Supervisor Dena Suihkonen at 218750-3002 or email ambulance@
cityoftower.com.
This class is being sponsored

by the Tower Area Ambulance
Service and City of Tower; the
cost of the class will be covered
for those joining the Tower Area
Ambulance Service. Classes will
be held at the Tower Civic Center.

LVCC quilt raffle fundraiser winner announced
SOUDAN- Quilter Jill Wagoner recently drew
the winning ticket for the fundraiser that featured a
Minnesota quilt she made to benefit the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center. Also pictured is Sue Ellis
who coordinated the raffle and organized ticket
sales. The project netted over $1,000 for the LVCC,
a project to which the two Soudan residents were
happy to donate.
The winner of the beautiful handmade quilt
was Linnea Weida of Litchfield. She purchased
her ticket at the Vermilion Park Inn. When she was
notified of her good luck, she was clearly excited.
“My birthday tradition is to travel to the Tower-Ely area for guided dogsled trips, cross country
skiing, and winter hiking with snowshoes…This
year I stayed in the newly-built Lake Vermilion
State Park camper cabins…Since I dabble in stained
glass, I also truly appreciate that these communities
promote and highlight artistic culture. When I heard
that the raffle proceeds were earmarked for the
renovation of the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, I
knew I had to support the cause.”

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings
posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Vermilion Lake Cemetery
workday on April 24

In-person shopping resumes at
Tower Food Shelf,
open on April 20

TOWER- The Tower
Area Food Shelf will be
open on Tuesday, April
20 from 2:30 – 5 p.m.,
the third Tuesday of the
month as usual.
In-person shopping
is now possible, with the
requirement of masks, social distancing, and limits
on the number of shoppers inside at a time.
They hope to serve
many households again.
Any questions, call Marge
at 218-753-3503.
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VERMILION
LAKE TWP- Vermilion
Lake Township is hosting their annual Community Work Day at the
Vermilion Lake Township Cemetery, 6499
Wahlsten Road, on Saturday April 24 beginning
at 1 p.m. Help is needed
to straighten headstones
and raise grave markers.
Many hands will make

quick work of the project. The township has
only a few tools. Volunteers are encouraged to
bring their own shovels,
etc. If you have any questions, please call Sarah
Schmidt at 218-7502425, Phil Anderson at
218-749-3462, or Frank
Zobitz at 651-755-5946.

St. Martin’s Church removes capacity
limits for worship services
TOWER- Effective
immediately, St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tower has lifted the capacity
restrictions on attendance
at church services. The

change is due to lifting of
the limits set by the state.
The change is also in effect at St. Mary’s in Cook
and Holy Cross in Orr.
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am
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getting vaccinated, things
are getting closer to “back
to normal.”
But for the parade
to happen, the TSLVEB
needs to get the public involved now!
The board needs to
hear from all businesses,
families, organizations,
and individuals who plan
on having an entry in the
parade. The level of interest shown by all of you
will be the deciding factor
on whether or not a parade
will happen.
Sadly, due to many
issues caused by the pandemic, the high school
marching bands have not
had the opportunity to
practice. It is most likely
that these bands will not
be marching in the parade
this year.
Everyone who wants
to participate in the parade this year should
contact Julie Johnson at
tseventsboard@gmail.
com, or by phone/text
at 218-750-7242 by May
8. This is the deadline the
board has set to allow time
to get all the aspects of the
parade in place for Sunday, July 4.
Fireworks are being
planned for Saturday, July
3.

Dillon Gorsma joins U.S. Air Force

SOUDAN- Dillon Gorsma has been officially sworn in to the United States
Air Force. His mother, Carrie Reitsma, said “I could not be any prouder of this
young man.” Dillon will graduate from Northeast Range High School this spring,
and will be leaving in the fall for training in San Antonio, Tex. He is the son of
Carrie Reitsma and Tom Gorsma.

COMMUNITY NEWS
St. James Movie
Night on Sunday,
April 18

fight to save their families, their lives become
intertwined in an unlikely
journey across the globe,
where they learn the healing power of forgiveness
and reconciliation. The
movie is rated PG-13.

Protect yourself. Hire licensed.
Make sure your next home project is done right
the ﬁrst time. Protect your investment by ensuring
your contractor is licensed.
Verify a license at www.hirelicensedmn.com
Or call 651-284-5069.

HIRE LICENSED CONTRACTORS

21 at the Tower-Soudan
Elementary School. Parents of children who will
be four years old and eligible for pre-Kindergarten
should come at 4 p.m.,
and parents of children
who will be five years old
and eligible for Kindergarten at 4:30 p.m. Both
programs are in the school
gym. Children are also encouraged to attend to tour
the school and meet their
teachers.

Ely Community Health Center
Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare
and referrals
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950
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ELECTION 2021

Omerza, Skraba to face off in mayoral race
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – City Council
member Heidi Omerza
topped the 200-vote count
in a field of six competitors in a special primary
election Tuesday, and will
be challenged by former
mayor Roger Skraba, the
second top voter getter with
146 votes, in an August
special general election for
the city’s top elected post.
Just 571 city residents voted in the primary,
compared with 2,220 total
votes cast last November
when Erik Urbas defeated
incumbent Chuck Novak
in the mayoral race. Urbas
dropped out of that race
last August and declined to
accept the position, setting
up the special election this
year.
Omerza received 203
total votes, 158 votes on
election day and 45 absentee votes. Skraba received
133 in-person votes on
Tuesday, and 13 absentee
votes.
The other city council
candidates and their vote
totals include, Paul Kess,
127, Angela Campbell, 69,
and Jerome Debeltz, 23.

Special general election set for Aug. 10

Heidi Omerza

Ely election official Pat Koski distributed ballots Tuesday morning at the
Ely Senior Center for the special election primary for mayor. Just 571
voters cast ballots. photo by K. Vandervort

Newcomer Micca Leider
did not receive a single vote.
The winner of the Aug.
10 special general election
will serve the remainder
of the two-year term that
began in January. Novak
was appointed in January
to serve as interim mayor
until August. Ely voters will

also elect a mayor in 2022.
Omerza, 51, currently
serves on the following
boards and committees: Ely
Economic Development
Authority as president,
Parks and Recreation,
Employee Relations
,Library, and Insurance
and Negotiations. She also

serves on the Coalition of
Greater Minnesota Cities,
and is leader of the Greater
Minnesota Partnership.
Skraba, 59, previously served three times as
mayor of Ely and twice
as a member of the Ely
City Council. He is currently the chair of the St.

Roger Skraba

Louis County Board of
Adjustment. The Ely native
is a U.S. Army veteran and
member of the Ely Honor
Guard.
Absentee/early voting
for the Aug. 10 general election will begin on Friday,
June 25.
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Echo Valley
Stables to host
open house

ELY – Hamilton
Horsemanship and
Echo Valley Stables
will host an open house
on Saturday, April 17
for those interested to
learn about services
at the farm, including
horse boarding and riding
lessons.
The open house will
be held 2-3 p.m., rain or
shine. Come dressed
for the weather and in
footwear you don’t mind
getting dirty.
Echo Valley Stables
is located at 2231 Robich
Road. From Ely head
west on 169 about 4.25
miles, turn left on Robich
road, then turn right
into the driveway with
a wooden bear carving
that says “Bailey Farm.”
Head down the driveway
toward the barn.

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando

© 2021
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Memorial school speech team to compete at Section 7A meet
ELY – The Ely Memorial
High School speech team
advanced to the Section 7A
meet last weekend.
Maggie Dammann, Harry
Dammann, Laura Holmstrom
and Esther Anderson all
qualified while competing
virtually in the subsection
meet, according to coach
Donna Kari.
The Section 7A meet is
scheduled for Friday, April 16.

Kari said Holmstrom
advanced with a fourthplace sub-sectional finish in
Extemporaneous Speaking.
The Dammann students
finished fifth in Creative
Reading (Harry) and
Extemporaneous Reading
(Maggie). Anderson finished
sixth in Extemporaneous
Reading
Maggie Dammann came
away with a first-place medal

in Extemporaneous Reading
recently at the Blackduck
virtual speech meet. Also
medaling at that meet was
Laura Holmstrom, who took
fourth in Extemporaneous
Speaking.
Esther Anderson and
Laura Holmstrom received
sixth.place medals at the
virtual speech meet hosted
by Rock Ridge on March 13.

Ely student
Maggie Dammann
took first place
in a recent high
school speech
team event at
Blackduck. The
Timberwolves
team will compete in sectionals
this weekend.

ELY - The Ely Memorial
High School Student Council
will be hosting a blood drive
on Wednesday, April 21, and
Tuesday, April 22. Every
donor will receive a free
t-shirt and each donation will
contribute money toward
2021 graduating senior
scholarships.
The blood donation
vehicle will be parked at
Ely high school from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 21,
and at the Grand Ely Lodge
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
on April 22.
To schedule a donation
appointment for April 21,
visit the following link,
https://www.mbcherohub.
club/.../sche.../drive_schedule/66593.
To schedule a donation
appointment for Thursday,
April 22, visit the following link, https://www.
mbcherohub.club/.../sche.../
drive_schedule/67800.
For more information,
contact Autumn Boedeker at
aboedeker@ely.k12.mn.us.

Walk for Water
on Saturday

ELY - The Ely Memorial
High School Key Club will
be hosting their annual Walk
for Water fundraiser on
Saturday, April 17.
Participants should
meet at the parking lot of
the Trezona Trail anytime
from noon to 6 p.m. to raise
awareness and money for
the Thirst Project. All of the
money raised will go toward
providing people with safe,
clean drinking water.

move toward summer

Libraries

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

submitted photo

Our Community
Blood drive aids
scholarships for
Ely Class of 2021

gray and then raining
the big spring melt happening

Babbitt library

Monday
Noon-6 pm
Tuesday
Noon-6 pm
Wednesday
Noon-6 pm
Thursday
Noon-6 pm
Friday
Noon-5 pm
pandemic. Send email to Phone: 827-3345

Ely Tuesday Group looking for new leadership
ELY - After twelve plus
years at the helm of the Ely
Tuesday Group organization, Steve Piragis and Steve
Schon are stepping down
as facilitators of the group.
“It’s been an amazing
and enjoyable experience
for both of us and we plan
on continuing as participants
as others step up to take the
reins,” Schon said. “During
the transition we will, of
course, offer guidance and
advice to the new leader(s)

as well as help in recruiting
speakers as do many of our
members.”
Piragis added, “Our
thoughts are that the group
will take a break after April
or early May until we can
meet again in person at the
Grand Ely Lodge, hopefully
sooner rather than later. If
the new facilitators want
to continue with zoom
meetings this spring and
summer that would be their
decision.”

If you or someone you
know would like to take
advantage of this opportunity, please contact one
of the two Steves at stevieschon@gmail.com and/
or steve@piragis.com.
The
upcoming
Tuesday Group schedule
is listed below. All talks
are at 12 noon on Tuesdays.
All presentations are
administered in a virtual
presence until further notice
due to the coronavirus

stevieschon@gmail.com
for more information.
 April 20 - Roger
Powell - Fishers Boxed In.
Find out what weasel expert
Roger has been up to with
one of his favorite critters
this winter.
April 27 - Kathryn
Hoffman- CEO of
Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy
(MCEA) with an Update
on the PolyMet Mine.

Seniors hosts drive-up shoe drive

ELY - The shoe-wearing public is invited to
participate in a drive-up shoe collection to close out
the Shoe Drive Fundraiser sponsored by the Ely Area
Senior Citizens. Donations of gently worn, used and
new shoes, boots, and sandals will be accepted.
In the U.S. alone, over 600 million pairs of shoes
are thrown away per year. The materials used to
manufacture a pair of shoes are created from chemical
compounds that will create health hazards if left to
disintegrate openly or in landfills.
By donating your gently worn, used and news
shoes to the Ely Area Senior Citizens your shoes are
given a second chance to make a difference.
Load up your vehicle, drive to the Ely Senior
Center, 27 S 1st Ave E, on Saturday, April 24 from
noon to 3 p.m., pop the trunk, and volunteers will
gratefully collect donations
The amount of money raised is determined by the
total weight of the shoes collected.
All donated shoes will be redistributed to microenterprise partners through Funds2Orgs, a for-profit
social enterprise, and used in developing nations for
impoverished people to start their own businesses.
Participants can still drop shoes at Zup’s in Ely,
Babbitt, or Tower, Ely Northland Market, Ely Family
Dental, or the Senior Center (mornings) through the
end of April.
The purpose of Ely Area Senior Citizens, Inc.,
organization is to promote and advance the interests
and welfare of all senior citizens in the Ely area and to
contribute to the recreational, social and civic welfare
of the community.

www.timberjay.com

May the Fourth be with you

ELY - Get your blaster out and brush up on your Star
Wars Trivia. The Ely Public Library will be hosting an
online Kahoot! trivia game on the topic of the Star Wars
movies on Tuesday, May 4. (May the Fourth be with you!)
Call the Ely library to register at 218-365-5140. They
will need a separate email address for each person in your
household who wants to play.

Support groups

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous
OPEN AA - 7:30
p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,
231 E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,
St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED
- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359,
218-827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUPS: Babbitt: 3rd
Monday of Month: 6-7:30
p.m. at Carefree Living
Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B
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Orr council takes action on airport projects

Citizen land use requests raise questions about boundaries and surveys
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- Taking advantage of favorable funding conditions, Orr City
Council members voted
Monday to move forward
with two essential upgrades for the city airport.
The first item to be
considered was replacement of the airport beacon, which has not been
functioning. As the issue
has been addressed before, little discussion was
necessary for the council
to approve a grant agreement with the Minnesota
Department of Transportation to install a new beacon.
The total cost for the
beacon, engineering, and
electrical work will be
$21,456. State funds will
cover 75 percent of that,
making the city’s contribution $5,364.
An additional needed project to seal coat
the runway, taxiway, and
aprons generated more
discussion as the council
considered approving letting bids for the work and
funding sources.
Alan Johnson, of
Benchmark Engineering,
said that the overall project will be broken down
into alternative segments
when it is put out for bids,
to maximize what can be
done within the projected
$250,000 budget.
“Right now we’re

kind of guesstimating
that probably there’s not
enough funds there to
completely get all the
aprons plus the runway
and taxiways and all that,”
Johnson said.
The timing is good
for getting federal FAA
money to cover the lion’s
share of the work.
“Normally this is a
95-percent grant with a
five percent city match,”
Johnson said. “Because
the CARES money came
through, they’re doing all
the ones that are eligible
this year at 100 percent.”
Some apron areas around
the hangars might not be
eligible for FAA funding,
and the alternate approach
for bidding would allow
the city to investigate the
possibility of getting another MnDOT grant to
cover 75 percent of those
costs, with a 25 percent
local match.

Propety issues

Two seemingly unrelated and straightforward property agenda
items ended up generating
much discussion when
council members realized
the possibility that an alley providing access to a
small parcel of land could
be compromised if lot
boundaries aren’t clearly
established.
Jesse Manick and
Hannah Smith submitted a
request to purchase a city-

owned lot next to their
property at 10681 Hillcrest Drive for additional
room to build a house and
possibly a new garage.
Councilors
were
agreeable to have Clerk
Cheri Carter attempt to
determine if the estimated
market value assigned by
the county of $2,900 was
appropriate, although they
balked at the idea of having the city pay to have
the lot surveyed.
When it came time
later in the meeting to
consider a building permit
request from John Barto at
10671 Hillcrest Drive for
a $50,000 garage, it was
noted that the east side of
the garage could butt up
against the platted alleyway.
“We don’t want to
block access to that land
back there,” Mayor Joel
Astleford said.
There was conflicting information indicating
that the proposed footprint
for the garage might be 10
feet off of the property
line, giving rise to discussion not only about the
actual dimensions of that
lot, but also the lot councilors approved for consideration to sell to Manick and Smith. Questions
were raised about the need
for accurate surveys of the
lots versus the cost involved in obtaining them.
City Maintenance Supervisor Paul Koch left the
meeting briefly to review

NWFA photo contest entries are
being accepted through May 1
COOK- The deadline
for entries for the Northwoods Friends of the Arts
photo contest “Finding
Light” is fast approaching.
Photographers have
until May 1 to submit their
5x7, 8x10, and 8x12 prints
at the NWFA Gallery
at 210 S River St. for a
chance to compete for the
$100 first prize as voted
on by viewers of the exhibit from May 6 through
May 29. Second place will
receive $50.
Since the event is a
fundraiser for NWFA,

there is an entry fee of
$10 per photo, although
students 18 and younger
can submit three photos
for free. Photographers
are encouraged to submit
written descriptions to be
displayed along with their
photos.
Photographers have
the option to sell their
photos during the exhibit at prices set by NWFA,
with a portion of each sale
going to the fundraising
effort.
The theme “Finding
Light” is suggested as a

guide for photographers to
consider subjects that reflect what they’ve learned
that puts light in the world
as they know it, but the
subject matter and photographic genres are not limited to the theme.
Entry forms may be
obtained at the NWFA
Gallery or downloaded
from
https://www.nwfamn.org/art-events. The
gallery is open Wednesday, Thursdays, and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cracks appear as horizontal creases in this picture of the taxiway at the
Orr Regional Airport. A proposal to seal the cracks in the runway, taxiway,
and aprons and then apply a fog seal to the finished areas is being readPhoto by D. Colburn
ied to put out for bid.

a plat map, and returned
with the information that
the platted alley was 30
feet wide, sufficient to allow access if the proposed
garage did, in fact, border
the property line.
In the end, council
members voted on an
amended motion to conditionally approve Barto’s
building permit, provided
that all parties involved
first come to an agreement
on where the property
lines lie.

The council also received a citizen complaint
about two blighted properties on Pine Drive. Carter said the owner of 4720
Pine Dr., Jeremy Morris,
and the owner of 4739
Pine Dr., Jeff Francke, received letters last summer.
The council discussed
possible options and directed Carter to send
follow-up letters to both
parties. If either is unresponsive, the next step
would be to have the city’s
attorney get involved in

North Woods senior
signs up for military
COOK- Zuly Roach,
a North Woods School senior, has enlisted in the
U.S. Navy and will enter
military service this coming fall.
Following graduation
this spring, Roach will
spend the summer working
with the Forest Service fire
crew in Ely before entering boot camp in Chicago
in September. Roach will
pursue training to become
a naval aviation technician.
Her parents are Missy
and Tom Roach, of Bear
River.

Zuly Roach, of Bear
River, will be joining
the U.S. Navy this
coming September.

the contacts.
In other business, the
council took the following
actions:
Approved a contract
with St. Louis County to
provide fire protection for
the area previously served
by the Greaney-Rausch-Silverdale department
that has disbanded.
Approved receipt
of a $200 donation to the
Ambulance Service from
Willow Valley Township.

Church to
offer free
meal April 22
COOK- Trinity Lutheran Church in Cook
will be serving a free
drive-through
meal
to the community on
Thursday, April 22 from
4 to 6 p.m.
Meals will be prepared and delivered to
patrons' vehicles by
church volunteers.
This month’s menu
includes meatloaf and
sides. As always, the
public is invited and encouraged to participate.

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL THIRD QUARTER HONOR ROLL
A Honor Roll

Seniors
Monique Benner
Zachary Cheney
Megan Cote
Emily Fosso
Olivia Fultz
Zoe Kisch
Aubrey Koskovich
Joey Lakoskey
Brynn Simpson
Austin Sokoloski
Elijah Squires
Cole Thiel
Juniors
Erik Aune
Morgan Burnett
Joshua Copeland
Ty Fabish
Trey Gibson
Alex Hartway
Joseph Hoagland
Taylor Jones
Abby Koch
Jacob Panichi
Kaya Tschida
Olivia Udovich
Sophomores
Cooper Antikainen
Kohen Briggs
Grace Koch
Kaden Ratai
Karah Scofield
Elias Smith
Steven Sopoci
Emily Trip
Skyler Yernatich

Freshmen
Jonah Burnett
Annabelle Calavera
Brandon Cook
Addy Hartway
Evan Kajala
Helen Koch
Riley Las
Zefrym Mankowski
Autumn Swanson
Madison Taylor
Trinity Vidal
Jacob Whiteman
Eighth Grade
Rory Bundy
Addison Burckhardt
Alex Burckhardt
John Carlson
Ryder Gibson
Aidan Hartway
Sierra Schuster
Amber Sopoci
Lydia Trip
Seventh Grade
Lincoln Antikainen
Isaiah Briggs
Lauren Burnett

Josephine Carlson
Mya Goggleye
Isabelle Koch
Victoria Mathys
Marley Peak
Payton Scofield

B Honor Roll

Seniors
Christopher Chaulklin
Jack Cook
Samuel Frazee
Shandra Hanninen
Tyrus Leinonen
Logan Nurmi
Andrew Peak
Zuly Roach
Cadence Saarikoski
Natalie Shantz
Zoe Trip
Cassandra Villebrun
Kory Zallar
Andrew Zika
Juniors
Tyler Chiabotti
JessieAnne Drift
Erik Hagen

Reuben Isham
Katrina Jackson
Sierra Jensen
Timothy Lilya
Michaela Luecken
Sean Morrison
Nathan Palm
Cole Snidarich
Arianna Swinson
Sophomores
Thomas Debeltz
Hannah Kinsey
Garrett Lappi
Kiana LaRoque
Angeline Lilya
Dillon Musakka
Alexandra Whiteman

Images that make you

happy, hopeful, peaceful.
Entry deadline: Saturday, May 1, 2021
Voting/Judging: May 6-May 29
Mail entries to:
$10 entry fee per photo, no limit PO Box 44, Cook, MN 55723
Students, up to 3 photos free
Or deliver to Gallery at:
Enter your best 5x7, 8x10 or 8x12
210 S River St, Cook
(Categories: Adult, Student)
Hours: Thur-Fri 10-4, Sat 9-1
PRIZES Awarded by
Details at nwfamn.org
People’s Choice
and our Facebook page

Eighth Grade
Kalvyn Benner
Nevada Gauthier
Talen Jarshaw
Mya Kinsey
Jasmine Munson
Louie Panichi

Richard Swinson
Adyson Van Tassell
Seventh Grade
Levi Chaulklin
Brynn Chosa
John Danielson
Brittin Lappi
Rogelio Noyes
Isabel Pascuzzi
Sadie Spears
Megan Taylor
Tristan Vidal
John Warren

Area St. Louis County Solid Waste
and Recycling Facility site hours

Ash River Trail Canister Site

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site

Sturgeon Canister Site

Summer Hours
Mon. & Wed: 9am—noon
Sat: 10:30am—1:30pm

Hours
Sun: 10am—4pm

Orr Canister Site

Portage Canister Site

County 77 Canister Site

Summer Hours
Tue: 9am—1pm, Thu: 2pm—7pm
Sat: 8am—noon, Sun: 10am—2pm

Summer Hours
Mon & Tue: 2pm—6pm
Thu: 10am—1pm, Sun: 3pm—6pm

Summer Hours
Tue:1—6pm, Thu: 8am—1pm
Sat: 8am—5pm, Sun: noon—6pm

11391 Ash River Trail
Summer Hours
Wed: 1pm—4pm
Sat: 2:30pm—5:30pm
4038 Hwy 53

FUN PHOTO CONTEST

Freshmen
Madison Dantes
Starr Davis
Sean Drift
Tehya Geyshick
Alexandra Holm
Victoria Olson
Jessy Palmer
Ella Smith
Destiny Weiss

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd.

Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

10150 Gamma Rd

6992 Crane Lake Rd.

Regional Landfill

5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm
Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities

5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm

Sat: 8am—1pm

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th

8380 Hwy 73

2038 County Rd. 77

St. Louis County
Environmental Services
Department

1-800-450-9278

Office hours 8-4:30 Mon. thru Fri.

stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle
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ROAD...Continued from page 1
plat, O’Meara deeded land
along the lakeshore as well
as easements for streets
to the public, apparently
anticiptingt it could be used
as common property by all
of the owners he expected
to purchase the lots in his
new subdivision.
The 1929 stock market
collapse and subsequent
Great Depression ended
such land speculation in
the area for some time and
O’Meara’s planned lake
community never came to
fruition. The lots eventually
did sell, but as entire blocks,
not as the individual lots
that O’Meara had envisioned. Rather than dozens
of summer homes, the
subdivision is home to four
summer cabins and a couple
year-round residences.
But with the exception
of one resident, none of the
property owners in the subdivision actually own the
lakeshore in front of their
summer homes, although
they have in most cases
made use of the frontage as
if it were their own, maintaining docks, boat lifts, or
other improvements.
The situation was
highly beneficial to the
property owners, because
they were spared the high
taxes that typically come
with lake frontage. In one
instance, for example, a
property owner ended up
purchasing six parcels,
totaling almost two acres,
but pays anywhere from
$6 to $20 dollars a year in
property taxes on several of
the parcels. They pay more
on the parcel that includes a
small cabin but in total the
owners pay just $450 a year
in property taxes for all of
their land. They don’t pay

anything on the public lot
located on the lakeshore
in front of their cabin, but
they do maintain a dock
there and effectively enjoy
about 300 feet of shoreline
as their own.
Adjacent properties
in a neighboring plat pay
several times that amount,
mostly because they also
own their lake frontage,
which significantly inflates
their land’s value.
While some property
owners in Rearrangement
Eagle Nest benefitted from
the lower taxes the unusual
plat made possible, they
now face the unwelcome
possibility that land they
had long used as their own
could be opened to at least
some public use.
“They would put the
road right in our front
yard,” said David Kromer,
of Ely, who has owned one
of the properties in the plat
for almost a decade. “We
bought it for the privacy,”
said Kromer, who noted
that he can’t see any of the
neighboring cabins from
his yard. “It’s pretty unfair
what they’re doing.”
Under the township’s
plan, the road in question,
named Spruce Street on
the original plat, would be
built to create an access to
the lake for the township’s
fire department, which is
located right across Bear
Head Lake State Park
Road from the property.
The road would run adjacent to the south side of
Kromer’s property and on
the north side of property owned by Ryan Asa,
of Indiana, according to
county records.
Kromer argues that
the fire department doesn’t

BOOK...Continued from page 1

school junior-level English
reading curriculum.
Funds were donated
to the school district by a
local advocacy group late
last year, according to
Superintendent Erik Erie.
Decisions on specific books
included in school curriculum are made by the school
staff and administration.
The book in question
is “I’m Still Here, Black
Dignity in a World Made
for Whiteness,” by Austin
Channing Brown. The book
was published in 2018 by
Crown Publishing Group.
The New York Times
bestseller is described,
“From a leading voice on
racial justice, an eye-opening account of growing
up Black, Christian, and
female that exposes how
white America’s love affair
with ‘diversity’ so often
falls short of its ideals.”
Davis said he learned
about a month ago that
the title is currently a
requirement to be read and
discussed in the English 11
course.
“I read the book. (It
is) a book filled with hate
speech, racial division,
anti-white rhetoric and
cancel culture all rooted in
critical race theory. This
book isn’t written well, nor
has it any literary value. It
is one person’s jaded perspective about a specific
race,” he said.
Davis continued,
“Fighting hate with hate
accomplishes absolutely
nothing. It offers absolutely no insight or solution
to close the gap between
races. In fact, it furthers
the divide.”
Davis sent an email
describing his concerns
to the English teacher,
James Lah, 6-12 Principal
Megan Anderson, Erie and
the school board. A virtual
online meeting was held
late last month involving
Davis, Lah and Anderson.
“Little to nothing
was accomplished other
than the book will not be
removed and will continue
to be required reading,”

Davis said.
Davis said he followed
up with recommendations
for alternative books for the
English class.
“The public school
classroom is not the platform for Austin Channing
Brown’s book,” Davis said.
“I along with many other
members of this community are requesting the
school board to approve the
immediate removal of this
book as required reading in
the English Department. I
would also ask the board to
consider additional information be required when an
individual or organization
donates a book.”
According to ISD
696 school board policy,
members are not allowed
to engage in a discussion
or debate on topics brought
up by visitors during the
open forum portion of the
agenda.
The issue may be discussed at the school board’s
April 26 study session,
according to Erie.

Facility project

School board members
approved spending as
much as $165,000 for
asbestos removal and
abatement procedures,
along with air quality monitoring during the process,
as part of the school facility
construction and renovation project.
The lowest qualified
bidder, ACCT, Inc., submitted a bid of $99,990
for the job. Other quotes
received were from
AbateTek, Inc., $116,000,
and Bieniwk’s Abatement
Services, $185,000.
In addition, Institute
for Environmental
Assessment (IEA) was
approved to spend up
to $65,000 for time and
materials for on-site air
monitoring and project
management for the asbestos abatement during construction.
Erie noted that
the project architect,
Architectural Resources
Inc., recommended that

need any more water. He
said the fire hall already has
a 10,000-gallon water tank
and two other dry hydrants
located within a few miles
of the hall, in addition to
almost 3,000 gallons of
water on the department’s
engine-pumper and tender.
In addition, he said, the
township has mutual aid
agreements with neighboring departments which
would respond with additional resources in the event
of a significant fire.
Fire Chief Larry
McCray disagrees. “A
fully-involved house fire
will take 20,000-30,000
gallons,” said McCray,
or significantly more than
the township has readily
available. He said having
quick access to the lake as a
water source would provide
the fire department with a
virtually limitless supply
of water.
While the township
does have a 10,000-gallon
tank at the fire hall, McCray
notes that the tank still has
to be refilled, something
which cannot realistically
be done with the well and
garden hose available at the
fire hall.
Access to the Eagles
Nest lakes has traditionally
been jealously guarded by
local residents, who have
opposed the installation
of public landings in the
past. That’s one reason
that Kromer and a couple
neighbors asked the township several years ago to
vacate some of the platted
roads designated in the
plat. Kromer said he would
prefer to take possession,
and pay taxes, on the lakeshore property in front of
his cabin, as well as the cor-

ridor designated for Spruce
Street, but the township
eventually declined their
request for road vacation
after some neighbors in the
area objected.
The township isn’t
proposing a public landing
at the end of Spruce Street,
although the installation of
a dock has been discussed.
Township officials say a
dock could facilitate water
evacuations from other
parts of the lake in the event
a wildfire cut off Walsh
Road and prevented residents from leaving the path
of the fire. Township officials have been among the
most proactive in the area
in pre-planning for wildfire
events, in part because the
township has dozens of
dead-end roads that wind
through otherwise nearly
unbroken expanses of flammable forest.
For now, the controversy has centered on the
construction of Spruce
Street, but the township has
also formed a committee
to examine possible uses
for the publicly-owned
lakeshore in the plat, which
is designated as park land.
So far, the township hasn’t
decided to accept the property or do anything with it,
and town board chair Rich
Floyd said he’s leaning
against doing so out of
concerns over the cost of
maintenance. “Once we
accept it, we are responsible for it in perpetuity,” he
said. With two outstanding
state parks nearby, Floyd
wonders how much use the
area would actually receive
if the township made it into
a park.
A committee appointed by the town board is

currently exploring those
issues and is expected to
make a recommendation
later this year on whether
the township should accept
the park land and develop
it for public use. That same
committee has already recommended that the township develop Spruce Street,
although Floyd said it’s not
clear that was ever part of
the committee’s mandate.

discussions and decisions
on funding the asbestos
abatement take place after
the bids are received, tabulated and approved (early
next month) for the second
phase of the $20 million
construction project.
Bids for the first
phase of the project were
approved by the school
board at a special meeting
earlier this month. A
total of 111 bids totaling
$11,847,543 were received
for the various segments of
the project.
“That was within oneand-a-half percent of what
(Kraus-Anderson) estimated. They were really
pleased, considering what
we have been hearing
about construction costs.
They are hoping the second
round will be just as good,”
Erie said.
He noted a couple of
alternates received for the
first phase of the project,
including electrified glass
that turns opaque for safety
(during lockdowns) or
distractions, moisture mitigation, if needed for the
terrazzo floor installation,
and the campus water main
location and hookup.
“It should be noted,”
said KA Senior Project
Manager Mike Dosan in a
letter to the school board,
“that the contractor for the
Gymnasium Equipment
work scope is a non-union
contractor (but) stated
they will sign the Project
Labor Agreement and
will pay fringe benefits
to the union. If a nonunion contractor (H&B
Specialized Products, Inc.)
is not acceptable, then the
second bidder would be
H2I Group, and their bid
is $68,500 (an increase of
$18,600). H2I is a union
company using carpenters
to install the equipment.”
The school board also
heard from Greg Crower,
of Ehlers Public Finance
Advisors, who said that
the voter-approved bond
sale, held Monday, for the
school district’s deferred
facilities maintenance and

indoor air quality improvements “was all good news
today.”
Seven bids were
received for the bonds. The
low bid was from Baird
Associates, of Milwaukee,
Wis.
“That was a big
number as there is still a
lot of demand out there
for bonds in the financial
markets,” he said. “We
received an interest rate
that is about three-tenths
of a percent lower than
what we projected, which
means a lower cost for
borrowing, and a slight
increase ($45,000) in the
funds available for the
construction project.”
The interest rate on the
$2.7 million bond is 1.32
percent. Total debt service
payments are estimated to
be about $11,000 lower
than pre-sale estimates,
according to Crowe.

consulting with the Ely Safe
Learning Plan Advisory
Council.
“However, due to
timing related to our school
calendar, like around Easter
(break), we felt we needed
to make some decisions
before the Thursday advisory council meeting, so we
went ahead and made some
decisions on Wednesdays.
We felt it necessary that our
employees and families had
a heads up on what we were
doing,” Erie said.
As of Tuesday, April
13, the cumulative COVID19 positive test count for the
Ely school community is 46
for the school year.

COVID update

One new reported case
of coronavirus was reported
on Monday as all K-12 students returned to in-person
learning and spring sports
practices commenced at
ISD 696.
“Right now we are up
to two active cases,” Erie
told school board members.
The 30 coronavirus
cases reported in the school
community from March 15
through the first week of
April are no longer considered “active” cases, he said.
The lone case that was
reported on Monday does
not affect anybody as far
as quarantine protocols
because all students were
in distance learning.
“We continue to track
all cases and we have a lot of
(COVID-19) testing going
on,” he added.
The school district
administrative team continues to have frequent
consultations with the St.
Louis County Public Health
Department. The school
district’s safe learning plan
calls for the administrative
team to make changes to
the learning protocols after

Questions raised

The controversy over
the use of the lands in the
plat has some township
residents pointing fingers.
In a letter to members of
the Eagles Nest Town
Board, which was also
sent to the Timberjay,
township resident Donna
Carlson argues that the
town board has failed to
adequately determine the
cost of building and maintaining the road along with
a planned turnaround by the
lake. At a meeting last year,
Carlson suggested the road
and related facilities could
cost upwards of a million
dollars.
Township officials put
the cost of the road at a
more affordable $33,000,
although opponents say that
doesn’t include the cost of a
survey and other expenses.
Carlson is also suggesting that the township’s
fire chief has a conflict of
interest in advancing the
project. She notes that
McCray owns land-locked
property near the proposed
Spruce Street, which she
said would increase the
value of his property by
giving him access to lake
frontage.
That’s unlikely, given
that McCray’s access would

Spring sports

With all students transitioning back to in-person
learning, Memorial school
students finally opened
their spring sports seasons
for baseball, softball, track
and golf, as many as three
weeks behind schedule.
“It was nice to hear the
sounds of our teams getting
their first practices underway,” said ISD 696 Athletic
Director Tom Coombe.
“The track runners were
running through on the
lower floors of the school
because of the poor weather
outside. The softball team
was in the gymnasium
getting their first practice
going. The baseball team
was in the gym later.”
Despite being sidelined while other schools
were practicing and competing, Ely athletes will
start competition as early as
next week. The COVID-19
delays prompted numerous
changes to the various
spring schedules, according
to Coombe. Games set for
last week are postponed
first, followed by contests
set for this week.
According to the athletic director, the first
games or contests for Ely
students include:
Baseball, Tuesday,
April 20, home game
against North Woods,
Softball, Thursday,
April 22, home game

be no different from any
other property owner in the
township. And direct access
to the frontage the current
plat affords to cabin owners
like Kromer and Asa, does
not appear to have boosted
their property values, which
are set significantly lower
than nearby properties in
adjacent plats that actually
include lakeshore.
Yet McCray doesn’t
hide the fact that he thinks
some of his neighbors have
taken advantage of the circumstances of their unusual
plat. “They’ve put docks in
the water and boat lifts, all
on land that doesn’t belong
to them,” said McCray.
“They don’t own the property. They don’t pay taxes.
They have the benefit of
lakeshore without having
to pay for it. That’s their
objection… that would be
interrupted.”
Based on letters to
board members, Carlson
appears to be in the minority
with her concerns. The
town board asked the
public to weigh in on the
road proposal ahead of next
Tuesday’s meeting. As of
earlier this week, Floyd said
the township had received
about ten written responses
from residents, all but one
in favor of building the
road.
As for the park lands,
the future of those could
remain in limbo for the
foreseeable future. While
Floyd said he’s leaning
against accepting those
lands for public use, he
also doesn’t favor vacating
the public dedication. “I’m
not sure we would want to
simply vacate those lands,”
he said. “They’re worth a
lot of money.”

against Chisholm,
 Boys and Girls
Track, Thursday April 22
at Mesabi East,
Boys and Girls Golf,
to be determined.

Baseball field
wedding

ISD 696 physical education teacher Max Gantt
was given the “safe” signal
by school board members
to conduct his wedding
ceremony at the Veterans
Memorial Field on Sunday,
June 6.
In a letter to the school
board, Gantt said, “The
baseball field is an outside
space that has true sentimental value to me. To be
married there would mean
a lot to me. The baseball
field is a place I take care
of in the summer. I cut and
water the grass. I keep the
blacktop clean. I sweep the
dugouts and fix the mound.
The baseball field is my
home during the summer.
I coach kids and watch
games there. I would love
to get married there and add
that to the list of memories
I have in that place.”
Gantt assured the
school board that a safe
wedding celebration could
be conducted with plenty
of social distancing. As
school will be done for
the year, any liability for
the gathering would be
covered by the Ely Baseball
Association, the group that
manages the facility.
Gantt did not seek
decorating help for the
wedding celebration,
however, Ely 6-12 Principal
Megan Anderson said the
Class of 2021 graduation
celebration is scheduled
for Saturday, June 5 at
Veterans Memorial Field.
“I encouraged Max to go
with red and white as his
wedding colors so the place
would already be decorated
for him. We’ll see what
happens.” It was not made
clear if Gantt’s in-laws will
be occupying the visitors’
dugout, nor who will be
calling balls and strikes,
during the ceremony.
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Strategies shift as vaccination pace appears to slow
by DAVID COLBURN

Health concerns lead to pause of Johnson & Johnson shots

REGIONAL—
Concerns over six cases
nationally of a rare
blood clotting disorder
halted administration of
the Johnson & Johnson
COVID-19 vaccine in
Minnesota on Tuesday, but
the expected brief suspension may have little effect
on a vaccination effort that
is beginning to show signs
of lessening demand in
certain areas.
The Centers for
Disease Control and Food
and Drug Administration
recommended the pause
as they review data about
an extremely rare and
severe type of blood clot
that has been discovered
in six women between the
ages of 18 and 48. The

clotting manifested itself
between six and 13 days
after receiving the one-shot
J&J vaccine.
Gov. Tim Walz
addressed the pause in a
Tuesday morning press
conference.
“This is the way the
system is supposed to
work— I expect this to be
a short pause,” Walz said.
“Your chance of dying of
the virus is one in 560. Your
chance of dying from this
vaccine is one in a million.”
State
Health
Commissioner Jan
Malcolm said that she is
not aware of any blood
clot cases connected to the
184,000 J&J vaccinations
administered in Minnesota.
She recommended individuals who have received the

Cook/Orr Editor

NO NEED TO PANIC!
Both Federal and MN have extended the
income tax deadline to May 17, 2021.
However, the estimated payment deadline
of April 15 remains the same.

PESHEL

ACCOUNTING

218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St. PO Box 89 Ely, MN 55731 askjean.net

Northwoods Splendor!
Stay with Us

Rooms start at $110
Includes continental breakfast!

Book Online:

vermilionparkinn.com

Close to lakes, trails, state parks, casino

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

J&J vaccine who experience severe headache,
abdominal pain, leg pain, or
shortness of breath within
three weeks of getting the
shot should contact their
health care provider.
St. Louis County
Public Health Director
Amy Westbrook said on
Tuesday that her department has administered
only 270 doses of the J&J
vaccine.
“The Johnson and
Johnson vaccine hasn’t
really gotten distributed
very widely in Minnesota
since we started receiving
it,” Westbrook said.
The county has targeted J&J vaccinations, in
part, for college students,
and had intended to use
it for an upcoming vaccination clinic at Vermilion
Community College in Ely.
The clinic will still be held
,using a different vaccine,
Westbrook said.
Bois Forte tribal clinics
also had been administering J&J shots, and health
officials there quickly
announced on Tuesday
that they were suspending
the use of that vaccine and
switching to the Moderna
two-shot regimen.

Declining demand?

Now months removed
from the day the state’s
online vaccination registration system opened and
crashed due to overwhelming demand, and only two
weeks after Walz opened
eligibility to anyone 16 and
older, evidence is mounting that some areas of the
state are seeing decreasing

EMR CLASS
Tower Area Ambulance Service Is holding an
EMR Class (initial class, includes CPR and EVOC training)
Approx. 24 hours of class time starting April 20
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6-10 PM
• Saturday April 24, 8 AM – 4 PM and
• Saturday, May 8, 8 AM – 4 PM
Final class and testing on Wednesday, May 12

demand for vaccinations.
The clearest sign is in
southern Minnesota, where
both Faribault and Martin
counties have declined
their scheduled allocations of vaccines because
they are having trouble
filling appointments.
In the North Country,
Cook Hospital announced
a 60-slot vaccination clinic
for this Friday on April
8. On Monday, four days
later, the hospital posted
a notice to its Facebook
page that there were still
appointments available, a
different scenario from its
three-day, 300-dose clinic
in late February when
slots were snapped up and
there was a waiting list for
appointments.
St. Louis County
Public Health offered
online registration this
week for six vaccination
events in the Duluth area,
Hibbing and Eveleth, and a
review of site registrations
on Wednesday morning by
the Timberjay found a large
number of openings. The
first clinic on Wednesday
at Pike Lake was booked
solid, but as of Wednesday
morning 300 slots remained
open for Thursday and
Friday sessions at that location. A Thursday clinic at
the Shriners Event Center
had more than 250 open
appointments. For a halfday clinic on Thursday
in Hibbing, only the 9:30
a.m. slot was full, with
room for 156 more patients.
Friday’s six-hour clinic
in Eveleth had openings
across the board, with 460
appointments still available. While many of those
slots will likely be filled,
the pace of enrollment lags
significantly from similar
online registrations for
other vaccine providers just
a few weeks ago.
Westbrook acknowledged that the demand

for vaccinations, at
least through large
community clinics,
appears to be slipping.
“I think that’s definitely
happening, at least what
we’re seeing with our
clinics in the northern part
of the county, and we’re
also seeing that start to
happen in the southern part
of our county,” Westbrook
said. “We’ll probably end
up shifting in the next few
weeks, we’ll likely move
away from the larger sites
and do more targeted vaccinations.”
More than 2.1 million
Minnesotans, 48 percent
of the population age 16
and over, have received at
least one dose of COVID19 vaccine, and last week
state officials initiated a
concerted effort to reach
targeted groups of essential
workers, beginning with
food service employees.
As of last Saturday,
91,000 residents of St.
Louis County had received
at least one dose of vaccine,
and Westbrook said that
a targeted approach to
educate different groups
about the benefits of vaccinations will be helpful.
“There’s a lot of benefits to employers promoting
vaccines, because people
who are fully vaccinated
now don’t have to quarantine if they’re fully vaccinated and are exposed, so
there’s a financial benefit
there when people don’t
have to take time off of
work,” she said. “For students, we want to see them
enjoy their graduations and
their sports teams and their
proms, so that also is an
incentive to get vaccinated.
We’re doing some targeted
outreach to those groups
specifically.”

Old to young

Key indicators of the
prevalence of COVID-19
continued their upward

trends in the county and
statewide this past week,
with numbers similar to
concerning levels recorded
in October. But with initial
vaccination efforts in the
state focused on the elderly,
it’s now the younger part of
the population driving the
increase.
“We’ve seen our
numbers sort of flipped on
the edges,” Westbrook said.
“We haven’t seen a huge
shift in the percent of cases
of 20 to 64-year-olds, but
we’ve seen a dramatic drop
in 65-plus cases, and that is
being replaced by the under
20 group. We’re seeing our
hospitalizations increase,
and the age distribution is
younger. We’re not seeing
as many people go into the
ICU, which is great.”
Schools and sports-related activities are among
the factors fueling the
increase in the school-age
population, Westbrook
said.
“We haven’t had a
ton of change in health
behaviors among the 20 to
64-year-olds, but we have
seen a shift in the behaviors
of adolescents,” she said.
“More kids are in school,
sports are going on again. In
sports for younger kids we
haven’t seen that as much
as we have with school-associated sports.”
County trends now
appear to be driven by case
increases in the central and
southern regions, as the
spike that hit the Ely area
has mostly subsided, with
only eight new cases reported last week, ten fewer than
the week before.
“2021 didn’t start off
very well for the Ely community, but it’s getting
better,” Westbrook said.
“Forty percent of Ely’s total
cases have been reported
in 2021. But the trend for
the past couple of weeks,
since late March, has been
that cases are decreasing,
so that’s good.”

To register or for more information, call
Ambulance Supervisor Dena Suihkonen at 218-750-3002
or email ambulance@cityoftower.com.
This class is being sponsored by the
Tower Area Ambulance Service and
City of Tower; cost of the class will be
covered for those joining the
Tower Area Ambulance Service.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED!

WE REIMBURSE
FOR MILEAGE
AT THE FEDERAL
RATE.
CONTACT SCOTT OLSON AT

218-735-6886 OR SCOTT.OLSON@AEOA.ORG.

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
PRICES GOOD THROUGH APRIL 30, 2021

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Subscribe to the Timberjay / 218-753-2950
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CAKE...Continued from page 1
available on her own social media.
Just a few months ago she created
a dedicated social media presence
and her popularity snowballed.
“I was blown away by how
word got around,” she said.
Erin also maintains a fulltime job at the Ely office of
the Minnesota Department of
Revenue.
“So I bake in the evenings
after work, sometimes till 1 a.m.
I’ll bake or whip up a batch of
frosting before work. I also bake
on the weekends. What started out
as a hobby has turned into this,”
she said. “I simply love it.”
When this whole pandemic
started and everybody was staying
at home, Erin said she wanted to
do something fun, especially for
kids who were trying to deal with
the changes of not seeing their
friends and going to school.
“I made up cupcake kits that
included the cupcakes, a couple
of tubs of frosting, sprinkles and
such, and held drawings for them,

then a friend drove me around and
we delivered them,” she said. “I
thought it might be a fun activity.”
Recently, Erin promoted her
new business with spring baking
baskets and various drawings on
her E’s Taste of Bliss Facebook
page. She donated items for
recent fundraising auctions in
the Ely area.
“My calendar is booked up
right now and I have so many
cakes on the list, but if somebody
calls and needs something next
week, I’ll fit in what I can. I hate
to say no,” she said.
She has the never-ending
love and support of her husband,
Pat Moravitz, and her step-daughter, Ella Perish.
“She is my taste tester and
really likes to help out,” Erin said.
The Taste of Bliss creations
are all made from scratch.
“I use all real ingredients and
everything is truly made with
love. I take pride in what I take
out the door,” she said.

Erin Moravitz is the owner of E’s Taste of Bliss cake business. submitted photo

Erin makes round six-inch
and nine-inch layer cakes, along
with square cakes, sheet cakes,
cupcakes and even wedding
cakes. She offers a variety of
flavors and frosting combinations.
“I have people contacting me
now for wedding cakes in 2022,”

she said. “This is just so amazing
and overwhelming in a good way.
This is way more than I could have
ever expected.”
A recent pop-up event on the
day before Easter was sold out in
the first hour.
“There were so many people.
I made so much stuff, and it was

gone so quickly,” Erin said. “I am
so grateful for the opportunity.”
Check out Erin’s Facebook
page for an opportunity to “taste
bliss.” For more information, call
her at 612-360-1962.

BAN...Continued from page 1
department meetings for
some time. His recording
of a March 2 meeting is
the primary evidence in
the ongoing legal action
against fire chief David
Fazio and assistant chief
Mike Indihar.
The board acted on
several fire department
related issues during the
three-hour-plus meeting,
conducted via teleconference, which often made
discussion difficult as
board members tried to
debate issues, but instead
were often interrupting
and cutting each other off
mid-sentence.
The board voted 3-2,
with Sue Drobac and Barb
Lofquist voting against, to
change the board policy
first adopted in 2015 that
required audio recording of
fire department meetings.
The policy, which was
usually annually updated,
is posted on the township
website. But at some point
recently, the policy on
the website was edited to
remove fire department
meeting recording.
Clerk Debby Spicer
presented an updated policy
list for board approval at
the meeting. The updated
list clarified some wording
on township rental policies,
as well as procedures for
getting items placed on
the meeting agenda. But it
also removed the wording
stating that fire department meetings were to be
recorded.
Drobac questioned
Spicer on why the policy
on the website had been
changed without board
action.
“What is the reason
for the change?” she asked.
Spicer responded that fire
department officials had
told her they didn’t know
they were supposed to be
recording meetings and
wanted it taken off. Spicer
said she checked with the
Minnesota Association of
Townships (MAT), and
they said such recordings
were not required.
“So, we can change it
if we want to,” Spicer said.
“I am wondering how
a clerk can change our policies after talking to MAT,”
said Drobac.
Spicer responded she
was just doing what was
requested.
“If we want to change
it, I don’t care,” Spicer
said. “I was asked to put it
out there.”
Lofquist noted that
such township policies are
a board decision.
“It was a board decision to request all meetings recorded,” she said.
“Recordings are accurate,
not just written notes.
Why are they not comfortable with being recorded?”
Lofquist asked.
Drobac asked all board
members if they had directed Spicer to change the

policy on the website, but
Spicer again spoke up to say
that she had done it after
talking with MAT.
Chairman Mike
Ralston then asked Spicer
to explain her actions.
“I did not realize I
needed a motion,” she
said. “I changed it because
the fire department wasn’t
doing it. That is why this
was put on the agenda.”
A member of the public
had apparently asked Spicer
for copies of recordings of
the fire department meetings, pointing out that
published township policy
stated the meetings were
being recorded.
A motion to require
recording of fire department meetings failed on
a 2-3 vote, with Ralston,
Paul Skubic, and Carmen
DeLuca voting against.
A motion to accept the
amended policy that only
requires recording of town
board meetings passed 3-2,
with Drobac and Lofquist
voting against.
The board then discussed an addition to the
fire department SOGs
(standard operating guidelines) that added a new
requirement that audio
and video recording of
meetings, trainings, and
emergency response by
members is prohibited
without prior approval of
the chief. Any member
violating this policy is
subject to disciplinary
action including termination.
Chief Dave Fazio said
members had approved this
change, but the board has
final say on the SOGs.
“This had been brought
up informally for years,”
Fazio said. “We had an individual taping the meeting.
Several feel it undermines
trust and morale in the fire
department.”
“These are not public
meetings,” Fazio said. “I
wish this was done long
ago.”
Lofquist asked if board
members are allowed to
attend these meetings.
Fazio said it was permitted.
Ralston said the department
should post the meetings, in
case more than two board
members attend, to comply
with the open meeting law.
“We were turned in for
that already,” said DeLuca.
Drobac told the board
that two former fire department administrative assistants, Ellen Trancheff and
Julia Maki, recorded fire
department meetings to
help with preparation of
minutes.
But Fazio said it was
never a general practice.
“We have nothing
to hide,” Fazio said. “It
[recording] restricts our
members from talking
freely, for fear of lawsuits.”
Ralston said he agreed
with the change, noting the
fire department has been

operating “efficiently” for
the last five years without
recording their meetings,
so the policy was not necessary.
A vote to pass the
amendment to the SOGs
to prevent any recording
passed 3-2 with Drobac
and Lofquist voting against.
The board also agreed
to increase the fire department annual pension
amount from $2,500 to
$3,000 per year of service.
The fire department pension
fund is managed through
PERA. A PERA analysis
said the current balance in
the account could fund a
pension amount between
$3,300 and $3,700 at this
time.

Lofquist questioned
Fazio as to why the pension
amount for Greenwood
firefighters is so much
higher than neighboring
departments, which range
from $500 to $2,000 a year.
“Why are you worth so
much more than anybody
else?” she asked. “I support
the fire department…But I
think this is greedy.”
Drobac asked if there
was any increase in job
duties for department
members.
Fazio said the money
in the pension account does
not go back to the township
if not used up.
Lofquist noted that the
township was responsible
for funding the pensions

if the investments in the
PERA account went down,
such as during a stock
market crash.
“A lot of people call
the department a pension
club,” Lofquist said. “You
require two calls a year
and attending 12 meetings.
That doesn’t call for an
increase.”
Lofquist said the
department wasn’t volunteer service.
“Everybody gets paid
for everything they do,”
she said.
Ralston said the amount
that township residents pay
on their taxes to support the
fire department is more than
made up by savings in their
homeowners insurance due

to the department’s fire
rating (ISO).
“I’m all for it,” he said.
“I want to keep the department active and morale
high.” He said department
members go out in the
middle of the night in bad
weather to respond to fire
and medical emergencies.
“I want to keep it that
way,” he said.
A motion to increase
the pension to $3,000 a
year passed on a 3-2 vote,
with Drobac and Lofquist
voting against.
The Timberjay will
report on the rest of this
lengthy meeting in its April
23 edition.

Please join us

Ely Young Life

Sweet Spring Auction

ONLINE!

Opening 6:00 pm Sunday, April 25
Closing 6:00 pm Sunday, May 2


Bidding will close for specific items every half
hour from 2:30-6:00 on May 2.



Most items available for shipping or local delivery.



Opportunity to make a donation for camp scholarships.



Exciting NEW ITEMS plus your OLD FAVORITES!



GOURMET DESSERTS ARE BACK!



Questions? Call Cindy Bina @ 218-235-8006.

WyldLife Camp at Castaway Club
There’s never been a better time to support our youth
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FAIR...Continued from page 1
and anticipated hallmark
event for the community
and region.
But in the early 21st
century, the fair is in danger
of seeing that long run come
to a screeching halt unless
new blood can be found to
rejuvenate it.
Like any youngster
growing up in Bear River
many years ago, Jane
Bartlett loved going to the
fair, but she moved away
from the area once she grew
up. She moved back to Bear
River ten years ago, just
in time to take the reins as
chairperson of the fair’s centennial edition. She’s had
that role ever since, assisted
by co-chairs in recent years,
but at 74 years old, it’s time
for new leadership.
“Right now, there will
not be a fair,” Bartlett said.
“We’re worn out, we’re old,
and it’s time for somebody
to step up, and they’re just
not doing it.”
When the fair has
rolled around every August,
there’s been no shortage of
people willing to help out
wherever they can, Bartlett
said. The challenge has
come in finding people for
the organizing committee,
which includes a woman in
her 80s and has an average
membership age of 74.
The committee met last
week to decide what to do
with the money in the fair’s
bank account, hopeful that
new volunteers would show
up to keep the fair going.
Only one person did, and
that person didn’t feel up to
the task of being chairman,
Bartlett said. Two others
who subsequently indicated interest in helping on a
social media post have yet
to get in touch with Bartlett.
The operation has run
so smoothly in years past
that the advance efforts to
plan and organize the fair
may have been obscured
for attendees, but Bartlett
is all too familiar with the
work involved. The two-day
event has included a softball tournament, a bazaar
and market, food booths,
musical entertainment, a
Saturday night hog roast and
Sunday Swedish meatball
feast, bingo, a scavenger
hunt, an outdoor worship
service, and more.
And if that’s not
enough, there’s the fair’s
signature feature, the exhibits. While entries have
decreased over the years,
people still bring a healthy
array of fruits, vegetables,
baked and canned items,
sewn and knitted goods, and
arts and crafts to be awarded
ribbons, small awards, and
as Bartlett put it, bragging
rights.
From obtaining liability insurance and a liquor
license to organizing the
annual raffle, everything has
to be planned and executed
by the committee, and it all
needs to be coordinated by
a chairperson. Now, there is
no active committee, there
is no chairperson, and there
will be no fair this year
unless those roles are filled
by June, Bartlett said.

“One of the best things
about the fair,” Bartlett
continued, “is the Sunday
afternoon dinner. All you
have to do is look around
and see all these old timers
that come back; it’s sort
of like a homecoming or a
community reunion. And
along with that, the little
local Bear River Lutheran
Church does a pie social in
the afternoon, and people
stand in line waiting for

that slice of homemade pie.
That to me is the benefit
of the fair, getting these
friends back together again.
And that’s going to be
missed by us older people.”
The fair has also been
a moneymaker, and while
the committee has been
careful to reserve enough
each year for the next fair,
the proceeds have been
used to support community
needs, including upkeep of

the former school building
and grounds that host the
event.
“One year, we did
$4,000 worth of electrical
upgrades,” Bartlett said.
“Another year, we replaced
the front door on the building. We often also donate
a little bit of money to our
first responders in our community.”
While Bartlett would
love to see the fair continue,

she suggested it could be an
event that time has finally
passed by.
“I just don’t know that
it’s a viable event anymore,”
she said. “I don’t know, we
get a lot of people who come
back and enjoy it, who, like
me, remember it from their
younger days and it’s sort of
like a homecoming. But for
the young families that live
right here in the area? They
don’t participate. That’s not

THINK SPRING!
FORD OF HIBBING HAS OVER 85 TRUCKS AND
SUV’S TO CHOOSE FROM!

to say that they don’t show
up once in a while.”
Of course, Bartlett
and the other committee
members aren’t quite ready
to give up just yet. While the
group decided on making
donations to first responders
and to the area broadband
project, they kept enough
money in reserve for a fair
this year, if anyone will step
to the fore and take over.

2021 ford mach e
has arrived!

PRESIDENTS AWARD WINNER!
FORD OF HIBBING HAS RECEIVED FORD MOTOR’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING
SALES PERFORMANCE & CUSTOMER SERVICE! one OF ONLY seven WINNERS IN MINNESOTA!
2021 f150 sTx crew cab 4x4

2021 f150 xlT crew cab 4x4
$52,955
-2,000
-500

$47,100 MSRP

MSRP

-2,095 STX/WHEEL DISC

CHROME DISC

-500 CUSTOMER CASH

CUSTOMER CASH

-1,000

*FORD CREDIT CASH

-1,000 *FORD CREDIT CASH

-1,500

BONUS CASH

-1,500 BONUS CASH

-3,048

FOH DISCOUNT

-2,038 FOH DISCOUNT

EVERYONE’S PRICE

EVERYONE’S PRICE

$44,907

$42,005

+TAX/LIC

-1,750 DODGE RAM CONQUEST CASH - MUST OWN 1995 OR NEWER DODGE RAM
$43,157 CONDITIONAL PRICE

+TAX/LIC

-1,750 DODGE RAM CONQUEST CASH - MUST OWN 1995 OR NEWER DODGE RAM
$40,225 CONDITIONAL PRICE

#24769

2020 escape s fwd

2021 escape se awd

$26,580

$30,985
-110
-500
-1,000
-1,178
-500

-2,500
-500
-1,000
-781

MSRP
CUSTOMER CASH
SELECT INVENTORY CASH
BONUS CASH
FOH DISCOUNT

MSRP
COLD WEATHER PKG DISC
CUSTOMER CASH
BONUS CASH
FOH DISCOUNT
SELECT INVENTORY
CASH

EVERYONE’S PRICE

EVERYONE’S PRICE

$21,799

$27,697

+TAX/LIC

+TAX/LIC

#24723

#24174

ECOBOOST, REVERSE SENSING, DAYTIME RUNNING LAMPS

ECOBOOST, FORD PASS, HEATED SEATS

2021 edge sel awd

2021 bronco sporT base awd

$40,010

$28,515

-1,000
-750
-1,314

#24698

ECOBOOST, STX APPEARANCE PKG, 20” WHEELS

ECOBOOST, REMOTE START, TRAILER BRAKE

MSRP
CUSTOMER CASH
BONUS CASH

MSRP

-500

BONUS CASH

-584

FOH DISCOUNT

FOH DISCOUNT

EVERYONE’S PRICE

$36,946

EVERYONE’S
ONE’S PRICE

+TAX/LIC

#24717

$27,431

ECOBOOST, CO-PILOT 360 ASSIST, POWER LIFTGATE

#24838

+T
+TAX/LIC

ECOBOOST, FRT/REAR FLOOR LINERS, FORD PASS

*Must Finance with Ford Motor Credit, APR’s as low as 5.9% for Qualified Buyers, OAC.

GREAT BUYS!
2014 ford musT
musTang
roush
oush rs
package

2018 equinox
quinox lT w/
moonroof

2018 Jeep cherokee
Trail hawk

2013 edge spor
porTT awd
w/pan roof

33K MILES

24K MILES

#7708

#24554B

#24747A

#7693

TONS & TONS OF PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!
2017 JeTTa 1.4T se

2018 f150 lariaT
crew

29K MILES

#7655A

2018 edge sporT
awd

2002 cenTury cusTom

#7684

2014 Taurus sel

#24647B

#24750C

#24574A

2018 ecosporT awd s

2015 ram 1500 express

2018 escape
scape
sel awd

57K MILES

2005 f150 xlTT s/c

2016 f150 xl s/c 4x4

25K MILES

Losses aplenty

Without the fair that
has figured so strongly in
Bear River’s identity over
the years, many things will
be lost, first among them
the sense of community
created among those who
make attending each year
a chance to reunite with
friends and family.
“We have a family that
actually lives 150 to 200
miles from here, Mom and
Dad and grown kids and
grandkids who have been
doing the food concession
stand for the last few years,”
Bartlett said. “He grew up
in this area, so the fair has
always been on his radar.
They feel so strongly about
having that community
event in an area like this
where they can allow their
young grandchildren to run
around freely and play.”

#7682

2011 Taurus limiTed

#7667A

#7670

2017 silverado lT crew
6.5fT box

2012 expediTion
Tion
limiTed w/dvd
dvd’s

#7707

#24825A

2018 malibu ls

2018 f150 plaTinum
5.02 w/6.5fTT box

40K MILES

27K MILES
#7697A

#7696

2019 escape se awd
safe & smarT
package

2017 f150 xlT w/8fT
box

2014 explorer xlT awd
leaTher, moon

#7677

#7689

#24815A

2009 equinox
lT awd

2014 escape se 4wd
w/ leaTher

14K MILES

#7687

#24503A

#9399C

LEIGH LONSON

2010 Taurus sel

2011 f350 king ranch
diesel w/v-plow

1985 cadillac coupe deville
140k, on consignmenT

TIM CARRUTH

#23827A

#9402

#24746M

RYAN AULTMAN

ERIC GRAFF

MIKE DAY

2020 fusion
usion se

2018 cherokee lTd awd

130K MILES

RANDY ROY

#7592B

#7674

#24679A

JAMI HENDRIX

KATIE HELSTROM

218-212-7202 218-293-4606 218-293-4627 218-293-4637 218-293-4625 218-293-4636 218-293-4596

2627 Hwy 169
fordofhibbing.com
888-246-8616

#7699
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DNA tests raise questions about claimed bear attack
2019 incident led to shooting of bear that may well have had no connection to attack on jogger
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY— Back in July of 2019,
a 16-year-old girl prompted a
Department of Natural Resources
advisory here after she reported
she had been bitten by a bear
while jogging near White Iron
Lake. The reported incident made
headlines around the state and
prompted a DNR conservation
officer to shoot a young male
bear in the general vicinity later

that evening.
At the time, the DNR reported that the bear had been sighted
near a resort dumpster and failed
to show adequate fear of the
officer, who then shot and killed
the animal.
But DNA results obtained by
the Timberjay raise doubts about
the reported bear attack and raise
questions about why the DNR
never clarified the story once the
agency obtained the results, back
in October of 2019.

DNR officials had hoped to
use tissue samples taken from the
dead bear to link the animal to
the attack on the jogger, who was
treated and released from the Ely
hospital for injuries to her thigh.
In addition to the tissue sample
from the bear carcass, the DNR
sent the ripped pants worn by the
jogger to a California laboratory
for testing.
The results came back with
a surprise.
According to the lab report,

issued Oct. 22, 2019, swabs taken
from the ripped area on the back
left leg of the girl’s jogging suit
found no evidence of bear DNA.
Instead, the lab reported the swabs
found only the DNA of a dog.
While the presence of dog
DNA does not definitively link a
dog to the attack on the jogger,
the results, combined with the
lack of any sign of bear DNA,
certainly raise the possibility
that the jogger was the victim of
a far more routine kind of attack.

According to the DNR, just eight
serious, unprovoked bear attacks
have been reported in Minnesota
since 1987. By contrast, government sources estimate the number
of dog bites in the U.S. at more
than 4 million annually, with
approximately 800,000 victims
requiring medical attention.
The DNR did not issue a
press statement on the lab results
and when the Timberjay inquired

See

ATTACK...pg. 2B

SPORTS

Grizzlies slip 12-5 to Virginia

SIGN OF THE TIMES

Tower’s Post 245 disbands
Like many such organizations, aging membership proves fatal

organization going, even in
its limited capacity. Those
members can now choose to
TOWER—The motto of join other posts if they choose.
“We sent letters out
The American Legion is “For
God and Country.” But for the to all our members telling
hundreds of Legion posts that them they could join whatdot small town Minnesota, ever post they wanted,” said
the motto really should be member Don Reinhardt.
“For God, Country, and Both Reinhardt and Post
Community” and that’s why Commander Ramon (Ray)
the community here will feel Berg have joined Legion Post
the loss of American Legion 248 in Ely to maintain their
memberships but aren’t travPost 245.
With only three remain- eling to meetings. Member
ing active members, the Roland (Charlie) Fowler is
youngest of whom is 88, the continuing to be a member
Tower-based post recently of the Babbitt post.
Berg joined the Legion
surrendered its charter.
The post is one of many in at the urging of his brother,
right after
Minnesota,
he returned
and nationfrom service
wide, that
in the Air
has ceased
Force 69
operations,
years ago. He
due mainly
enlisted after
to aging
graduating
memberfrom Towership. The
Soudan High
post closed
School in
its building
1951 and was
back in 2015
sent to radio
and has been
school, but
mostly inacwas given a
tive the past
Don Reinhardt
medical disten years.
“Minnesota once had charge after a service-related
1 3 7 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s a n d illness caused him to lose his
now has 64,000,” said past left kidney. He was one of four
National Commander Dan sons in his family to serve in
Ludwig in this month’s the military.
He took over as
Minnesota Legionnaire magazine. Legion posts sprang up Commander of the post after
in Minnesota after World War the death of John Morin.
I, with 360 posts representing Jack Brandt also served
35,000 members recorded in as a longtime commander
1919. By 1920, there were of the post. The late Paul
470 posts in Minnesota, and Hendrickson was a very active
currently there are 539 posts post member, along with his
wife Loretta, who served in
registered in the state.
While Post 245 still the auxiliary.
Reinhardt joined the post
has dozens of members on
the books, only three had
been active in keeping the See LEGION...pg. 2B
by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

“

We sent letters
out to all our
members telling
them they could
join whatever
post they wanted.

North Woods Grizzlies pitcher Andrew Zika
zeroes in on a Virginia Blue Devils batter in
the Grizzlies’ rain-soaked season-opener on
Friday on the artificial turf diamond at Mesabi
East. Zika blanked the Blue Devils in the first
inning as the Grizzlies manufactured a 1-0 lead,
but the Virginia battery came alive after that,
hammering North Woods hurlers and claiming a 12-5 victory. With cancellation of games
scheduled at Silver Bay, Littlefork-Big River
and Wrenshall, the Grizzlies will hope for better
weather for a scheduled April 20 tilt at Ely.
photo by D. Colburn

Hoops players get
all-conference nods

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Top: Post 245 members Don Reinhardt (center)
and Roland Fowler chat with a well-wisher at a
4th of July event. The post regularly provided the
color guard for the Tower 4th of July parade and
other events.
Above: Post Commander Ray Berg is all smiles
as he mans the grill at one of the post’s many
pancake breakfasts.
Below: The longtime post headquarters on
Tower’s Main Street, which the post sold several
years ago.
file photos

REGIONAL- North
Woods and Ely High
Schools were well-represented among those named
to the All-Arrowhead
Conference basketball
teams recently.
The North Woods
Grizzlies boys, thirdranked in Section 7A
with a season record of
14-6, scored three awards.
Junior T.J. Chiabotti was
tabbed for first team
honors, sophomore Jared
Chiabotti was named
to the second team, and
senior Darius Goggleye
received honorable
mention.
“It’s nice for our
three players to be recognized with all-conference honors,” Grizzlies
Head Coach Will Kleppe
said. “They are all hard
working players who
made their mark throughout the season which led

to their recognition by the
coaches of the Arrowhead
Conference. T.J., Jared
and Darius bring a lot of
energy to practices and
games and I’m sure that
energy is what stands out
in the coaches’ minds as
they are doing the voting.”
Ely sophomore
Joey Bianco led a trio
of Timberwolves honorees by landing a spot
on the mythical starting
five after spurring the
Timberwolves to a 12-7
record in a run ended
prematurely by COVID19. A pair of T-Wolves
seniors, Emmett Faltesek
and Will Davies, received
honorable mention.
While both Ely and
North Woods girls teams
had a tougher go of it this
season, the play of Ely’s
Grace LaTourell caught
the attention of conference coaches, netting a
spot among the honorable
mentions.

B.I.C. Realty

is Happy to Welcome
STEVE BAKER to our Team!
After growing up in Bear River and attending Cook High
School, Steve moved to the Twin Cities where he and his wife
raised their family. In the fall of 2016, Steve retired and he and
his wife returned to the family property in Bear River. Family,
hunting, fishing, gardening and bicycling keep Steve busy.
He is also busy enhancing the habitat
for wildlife. Steve would love to use
his outdoor experience to help you
find the perfect property for your
recreational or residential needs.

STEVE BAKER
Sales Associate
Cell: 763-238-3833
Email: steve@bicrealty.com
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Distance learning likely out for next school year

Board, superintendent express strong preference for all in-person model

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- ISD 2142
School Board Chairman Dan
Manick spoke in a tone blending frustration with defiance
on Tuesday when talk during a
study session turned to the topic
of in-person vs. distance learning
in the 2021-22 school year.
“Why don’t we just announce
we’re going to be in-person next
year, and maybe some other
school districts will join us in
announcing that?” Manick asked.
“We’re sitting waiting for Gov.
(Tim) Walz to tell us it’s okay.
How about we just tell Gov. Walz
we’re going to be in-person next
year? Obviously, that’s just me
speaking, but that’s the message
I’d like to send to our parents, that
we’re in person and it’s there for
everybody to know. If Gov. Walz
has a problem with it, we need to
let our people know. We’re not
going to sit here until July 29, or
27 or whatever it was last year,
waiting.”
Manick was responding to Superintendent Reggie
Engebritson’s opening comments
that the district’s administrative
team has been looking ahead to
next year’s learning format.
“We’ve had some informal discussions about this,”
Engebritson said. “Our numbers
for distance learners have gone
down, and we are seeing more
kids come back into school. If the

governor releases his executive
order that mandates us to have to
offer distance learning, we would
like to see us become an in-person
school, and the principals are
also in support of that. I’d like
to be able to get that word out
to parents because if they don’t
want to come back in-person and
they want to still continue doing
distance learning, they may have
to look at an online provider.”
While no plans have yet been
put forward by the Department
of Education, Engebritson said
there has been discussion in the
state Legislature about allowing
districts to do distance learning
voluntarily. Another proposal
would limit schools to offering
distance learning only to students
who live in their service boundaries, which would prohibit families
from getting distance learning
services from a neighboring
district and force them to turn to
other online sources, of which
there are many.
Board members collectively
voiced their support for the district moving ahead with a commitment to in-person learning
for next year, although no vote
was taken since this was not the
board’s regular monthly meeting.
Board member Chris
Koivisto also noted that this
year’s experience with distance
learning gives the district the
ability to pivot quickly and
effectively to distance learning if
health concerns would warrant a

LEGION...Continued from page 1B
in 1996 after moving to the
area. He was a graduate of
Ely High School and served
in the Navy for four years,
doing three tours during
the Korean War. Reinhardt
worked as an electrician on
Martin Mariner twin-engine rescue planes, which
did open-water rescues
when pilots were shot
down. They also patrolled
and bombed enemy submarines. After his first four
years, he was on inactive
duty for four more years.
Berg wasn’t sure how
old the Post 245 was but
has fond memories of
when the Legion post
met in the VFW Building
(now the Timberjay building) on Main Street. The
dance floor was upstairs,
and drinks were served in
the basement where Berg
worked as a bartender.
He remembers watching
his grandparents dancing
upstairs. He wouldn’t admit
to dancing, saying he was
too young then, but did
find his lifelong sweetheart.
Shortly after he returned
from his service, he married
his wife Lorraine, got a job
in the mine, and they raised
their family in Soudan.

Back in those days,
there were many service
clubs in Tower, including
a Moose Lodge, the VFW,
and the Masons, they said.
The post eventually
bought the closed Masonic
Hall for a dollar, and both
Berg and Reinhardt were
on the “fix-up crew” that
brought the building back
to life.
The Legion post has
struggled with finding
active members for many
years, but over the past 30
years was a visible presence
in Tower-Soudan. The post
raised funds by selling pulltabs, hosting bingo, regular
pancake breakfasts, and
rummage sales. The funds
they raised helped with
expenses for their building,
but any extra funds were
donated to both community
and veterans causes.
The pancake breakfasts were a major fundraiser in the post’s later
years, helping raise money
for building upkeep and
ongoing expenses.
Fowler said he was the
group’s dishwasher, and
occasionally got to mix up
the pancake batter, but the
actual pancake cooking

ATTACK...Continued from page 1B
about the test results last
year, Dave Olfelt, director
of the DNR’s Division of
Fish and Wildlife, responded only that the results did
not show the presence of
bear DNA, which made
it impossible to link the
dead bear to the jogger
attack. His response did
not mention that the test
had revealed dog DNA.
The DNR never revealed
the identity of the jogger,
so further questioning of
the jogger or her family is
not possible.
While the lab results
were available as public
record, the DNR had little
incentive to announce them
and made no effort to do so.
The agency had used the
incident as a case-in-point
in their ongoing campaign
to discourage residents in
the Ely area from feeding
bears. The agency has long
argued that bear feeding

temporary return to it.

Social worker

Engebritson told the board
that she would be recommending
the district hire another social
worker to cover the Northeast
Range and Tower-Soudan
schools. The benefits observed
from having new social workers
at North Woods, Cherry, and
South Ridge this past year, along
with the continuing availability of
COVID support funds, weigh in
favor of the move, Engebritson
said.
“It’s really been successful
and I heard a lot of positive
comments from staff,” she said.
“One of the resounding things
that teachers said (in a 2019
survey) is that they’d like more
social-emotional support for our
students. And so, we’ve done that
with, I feel, great success. So far,
it’s been a great team effort with
the social worker, the counselor,
the dean of students, and the
principal.”
Business Manager Kim
Johnson estimated it would cost
between $68,000 and $75,000
including benefits, which would
come from federal money the
district receives through the
Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief
(ESSER) Fund established by
the CARES COVID relief act
passed last spring. The district has
started receiving its second round
of ESSER funds, and Johnson
said a third round will be coming.

and flipping was left to
others. Fowler belonged
to Legion posts in both
Tower and Babbitt. He was
in the service, U.S. Army,
at the same time as Berg
and Reinhardt. Fowler
was a member of a canine
corps that served in Korea,
bringing along 54 German
Shepherds.
The Legion also participated as a color guard in
the Fourth of July parade,
during community and
school events, and at veterans’ funerals.
For years they were a
major funder of the town’s
Fourth of July activities,
sponsored the Memorial
Day program, helped fund
afterschool activities like
unicycling, donated money
for new playground equipment, and made regular
donations for veterans’
homes in both Minnesota
and elsewhere.
Their community Thanksgiving dinner
involved roasting seven
large turkeys, said
Reinhardt, who along with
his wife Judy (who was an
active auxiliary member)
also made homemade stuffing and many of the pies.

“One of the things, like
Reggie said, that the COVID
funds can cover directly is anything to address the physical,
mental, social, and emotional
health needs of students. This one
is listed point blank there. And
with all of the success we’ve got
at the other schools with having
a social worker in the schools,
working with the administration
team there and directly with students is an excellent use of those
funds. We’ll have ESSER 2 and
ESSER 3 funds to pay for those
over the next two years, and then
we can reevaluate, because what
we’d have to do then is pay that
through the general fund.”
Engebritson noted that
an additional social worker
also would offset some of the
expense for services the district
currently contracts for with
Range Mental Health Services.
ISD 2142 is also one of three
districts statewide that has been
invited by the Department of
Education to participate in a
five-year project intended to
develop additional social-emotional support mechanisms for
students. While still awaiting final
confirmation that the project will
move forward, Engebritson said a
staff of social workers supporting
all schools in the district would
be of great benefit to the district’s
participation.
Board members expressed
general support for the proposal, which will be acted on at an

upcoming regular board meeting.

COVID funds

Johnson reported that the
district received $962,900 in
the first round of CARES Act
funding that was spent by Dec.
31. $543,000 was spent on air
handling “scrubbers.”
“We were able to get those
installed in each of the schools by
the end of December,” Johnson
said. The units, purchased from
Johnson Controls, use an ionization process to clean the air
circulated by the schools’ heating
and air conditioning systems.
Other uses of the funds
have included additional school
and bus cleaning and increased
costs for extra substitute teachers resulting from COVID-19,
Johnson said.
The second ESSER allocation to the district is $1.14 million
and must be spent by Sept. 30,
2022, Johnson said. Third-round
funding could be as much as $3
million, but could also be less
depending on possible changes
in funding allocation formulas
that have yet to be determined.

Personnel actions

The board held a five-minute special meeting prior to the
working meeting to act on personnel issues.
A retirement request from
North Woods Kindergarten
teacher Jeani Swanson, effective
Aug. 31, was approved. The resignation of Tower-Soudan van
driver Spencer Addington was
accepted, effective April 6.

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the

The kitchen crew during one of the post’s many pancake breakfasts, which were
long a Sunday morning fixture in Tower. file photo

“We served a free
meal,” said Reinhardt,
“but were always surprised
with how much people
donated.”
The post also delivered
meals to several dozen shutins each year.
St. James Presbyterian
Church took over the community Thanksgiving meal
after the post was unable to,
due to a lack of members.
And other local
groups and businesses
have stepped up to continue
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Breitung accepting applications for police chief
by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

BREITUNG- At Breitung
Township’s special meeting
on April 8, the board took care
of police business, everything
from opening the mail to posting an opening for a new chief
of police. But the future of police service in Breitung is still
undecided.
The board asked Clerk Dianna Sunsdahl to post an opening for the police chief position
with an application deadline of
May 2. The posting will be on-

line on the police P.O.S.T. board
and in two issues of the Duluth News Tribune and the Mesabi Tribune. Tomsich figured
it would be about 90 days between advertising the position,
candidate selection, and interviews before they could hire
someone and that by then the
police committee should have
a recommendation to the board
for the future of policing in Breitung.
Tomsich reported he has
been working with the city of
Tower to create a schedule for
St. Louis County patrols in the

Tower/Breitung area. The two
communities are splitting the
cost for random patrols equally
in April and May. Tomsich said
that the patrols with St. Louis
County have been going well
so far and that they have been
covering the entire township,
including the more remote areas. The board asked Sunsdahl
to contact Tower and ask them
to propose a schedule for June
and have it back to Breitung in
time for their regular April 22
board meeting.
The board opened three applications for the full-time offi-

cer position that had been posted
earlier this year. Sunsdahl will
send the applicants a letter explaining that the chief resigned
and will ask if they would like
to keep their applications open.
Breitung will ask Tower if
they can keep possession of the
police squad owned by Tower until a long-term solution is
determined. In the Breitung/
Tower police contract termination agreement, the two communities had agreed that Tower
would have its property back
within 60 days. The squad car
is the only property that Tower

owns and the equipment inside
belongs to Breitung.
The board heard a report
from the Tower/Breitung police
committee that the committee
has been meeting weekly and
gathering data to determine
needs, options, costs, and liabilities.
The township will seek legal guidance on what to do with
evidence, incident reports, confiscated property and records
held in the police department.

Obituaries and Death Notices

Donna K. Hill

Donna K. Hill, 88, a
lifelong resident of Soudan, died on Friday, April
9, 2021, at The Waterview
Pines in Virginia. A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Friday, April
16 at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Soudan, with
Pastor Greg Anderson officiating. A gathering time
for family and friends will
begin one hour prior to
the service at the church.
Family services are provided by Bauman-Vermilion, a Bauman Family Funeral Home in Tower.
Donna was a kind and
caring person and touched
the hearts of many. She
will be deeply missed by
all. The family would like
to give heartfelt thanks
to the staff of Waterview
Pines for the excellent and
compassionate care Donna received. She made
many friends while she
was there.
Donna was born in
Soudan, the daughter of
Ernest and Mary (Belehar) Branwall. She was a
graduate of Tower-Soudan
High School and a veteran of the U.S. Air Force.
Donna served during the
Korean War, and was honorably discharged on April
8, 1954. Donna was united in marriage to James
A. Hill on March 4, 1955,
at the Lutheran Church in
Ely. Donna worked at the
State Bank of Tower until she accepted the Postmaster position in Soudan
where she worked full
time for over 30 years.
After retiring from the
Postmaster position, she
worked at North Country
Quilts in Tower for 16
years. She was a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Soudan. Donna
enjoyed spending time at
her “favorite place in the
whole world” - the family
cabin on Lake Vermilion.

She was a gifted knitter,
loved to read, and enjoyed
walks, the outdoors and
her flower gardens.
Donna is survived
by her husband of 66
years, Jim Sr. of Soudan;
sons, Jim (Pam) Hill and
Dan (Corrine) Hill, both
of Soudan; sister, Tina
Chiabotti of Stuart, Fla.;
brother, Lee Branwall of
White Bear Lake; granddaughter, Jodi (Nick) Levens; great-grandchildren,
Jackson, Elliot, Neva and
Nixon, all of Tower; along
with numerous extended family members and
friends.
She was preceded in
death by her parents, Ernest and Mary Branwall.

Carol M. McIntire

Carol Myrtle Boleman Saari McIntire, 83, of
Tower, a loving daughter,
sister, wife, mother, grandmother, aunt and friend,
passed away peacefully to
the heavenly realm while
at Essentia Health in Virginia on Wednesday, April
7, 2021. A memorial service will be held at a later
date with a visitation to be
held prior to the service
at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Tower.
In lieu of flowers
or memorials, the family requests donations to
Recycled Lives at recycledlives.org,
Lutheran
World Relief at www.
LWR.org, and Cure Progressive
Supranuclear
Palsy at PSP.org. Arrangements are with Landmark
Funeral Home in Virginia.
Carol was born on
Dec. 18, 1937, in Osceola, Wis. She received her
Bachelor’s Degree in Education from St. Cloud
State University. She
served the community
with dedication as an elementary teacher at several
area schools and helped
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her husband in operating
Northern Insulation in
Tower for over 40 years.
She was very active in the
community, volunteering
with local literacy initiatives, and serving in a
wide range of roles at Immanuel Lutheran Church.
She enjoyed traveling
the world and the U.S.,
observing nature, birds
and wildlife, and enjoyed
spending hours walking
through the woods. An
avid student of history, she
would spend hours reading
about famous people and
places. She enjoyed working with people, playing
games, and spending time
with her family. She loved
to knit and crochet.
Carol is survived by
her husband of almost 50
years, Lloyd McIntire;
daughters, Charlotte (Al)
Kennedy and Cathleen
(Eric) Vought; grandchildren, Clair Kennedy,
Cole Kennedy and Lisette Vought; siblings, Lee
(Ricky) Boleman, Norma
Strand, Wilma Kennedy
and Roger (Joan) Boleman; and numerous cousins, nieces, nephews and
friends.
She was preceded
in death by her parents,
Lloyd Lemoyne and Hazel Lucille Boleman; and
her first husband, Clifford
Saari.

Andrea Strong

Andrea Strong, 32,
passed away on Friday,
April 9, 2021. A wake
was held at the Bois Forte
Wellness Center on the
Vermilion Reservation in
Tower on Tuesday, April
13. A funeral service was
held on Wednesday, April
14, also at the Wellness
Center.

Lee Tessier

Lee Tessier, 83, of
Winton, a proud veteran,
passed away at Essentia
Health-St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth on
Friday, April 9, 2021.
Family arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

Willard Pearson

Willard Pearson, 97,
of Cook, passed away at
the Cook Care Center on
Monday, April 12, 2021.
A visitation will be held
from 5-8
p.m.
on
F r i d a y,
April 16
at Mlaker
Funeral
Home in Cook. A funeral
service will be held at 1
p.m. on Saturday, April 17
at the First Baptist Church
of Cook, with visitation
for one hour prior to the
service at the church.
The family respectfully requests that masks
be worn. Arrangements
are with Mlaker Funeral
Home in Cook.
Willard was born on
the family homestead on
Nov. 14, 1923. Years later, this property became
the location of CareFree
Living and the Cook Care
Center, where he spent the
final years of his life. He
took great comfort in that
connection, often telling
others that he had “come
home again.” He was united in marriage to Helen
Sikkila on Sept. 14, 1946,
in Virginia. They were
married for 66 years at
the time of her passing in
2013. Willard was a proud
veteran of the U.S. Navy,
having served during
WWII. He achieved the
rank of Machinist Mate
2nd Class, serving time in
the Caribbean and the Pacific Northwest.

Darell Bartell

Darell Bartell, 85, of
Babbitt, passed away at
his residence on Saturday,
April 10, 2021. Family arrangements have been entrusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS
DIAMOND EARRING

SALE
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ity to make people laugh
with his jokes and tricks,
including one of his favorites, his picture of his
Pride and Joy. No one was
a stranger to Willard. He
truly perfected the long
Minnesota good-bye.
Willard is survived
by sons, Marvin (Peggy) Pearson and Stanley
(Lynn) Pearson; daughter,
Sharon (Kenneth) Elg;
bonus son, Peter (Susan)
Stone; grandchildren, Jeff
(Lisha) Pearson, Rachel
(Jeff Quiel) Pearson, Amy
(Tim) Pearson, Forrest
Pearson, Melanie (Eric)
Kiehm, Jody (Mike) Feist,
Tina (Ben) Bergerson
and Lynn (Keith) Smith;
18 great-grandchildren,
Anya, Serena and Lila
Pearson, Katrina and Cora
Chapman, Caleb Uchal
and Josephine Pearson,
Jimi and Everly Pearson,
Dylan and Tyler Kiehm,
Katelynn (Adam) Snow
and Melina (William)
Feist, Nevaeh and Dominic Bergerson, Ty, Kami
and Cale Smith; four
great-great grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in
death by his wife, Helen
Sikkila Pearson; parents,
John Abel and Klara Pearson; brothers, Arnold and
Roy; and sisters, Emilie,
Alice and Violet.

Steven Nevala

Steven “Steve” Nevala, 66, originally of Embarrass, died on Saturday,
March 27, 2021, of natural causes in at his home
in Chaska. Memorial and
interment will be held at a
later date.
He is survived by his
father, Robert Nevala;
his brother, Lyle Nevala; brother-ln-law, Ronald Dale; nieces,: Leslie Brunfelt, Tia Moyer,
Cari Hoffman and Megan Nevala-Plagemann;
nephews,
Christopher
Nevala-Plagemann and
Jonathan Nevala-Plagemann.

St. Louis County
Solid Waste Facility
Area site hours

Closed Saturday, April 17

Northwoods Transfer Station

Babbitt Shopping Center

Summer Hours
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—3pm
Wed: noon—6pm

Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

County 77 Canister Site

5160 Hwy 169, Soudan

218-827-2515

...Please
Note
Greenwood Supervisor DeLuca
and Assistant Fire Chief Mike Indihar defy the
governor’s order to wear masks in
indoor public spaces while
attending the April 6, 2021,
fire department business meeting.
How does this protect our township emergency services and are
we now ready for in-person board
meetings, Supervisor
DeLuca?
,
Paid for by Jeff Maus

He was a member of
the First Baptist Church
of Cook. At one time, he
was the Constable of Field
Township. Willard served
on the Board of Arrowhead Seed Growers, Palo
Mutual Insurance, and
was proud to be selected
as the Grand Marshal of
Timber Days.
He was a farmer at
heart, always showing interest in the family farm
long after he moved on
to other employment.
Willard spent his formal
working years in many
different capacities. Early
on, he was a mail carrier
with his Model A, worked
at the Cook Creamery,
worked at Erie Mining
Company during the construction of the taconite
plant, worked at the feed
house in Cook, and for
Gene Kantola Construction. Many knew Willard best from his 18 and
a-half years as a janitor for
the Cook School, during
which time the school
yearbook was dedicated to him twice. He was
awarded an honorary high
school diploma during his
retirement pep rally.
Willard could often be
found roaming the crowds
at auctions near and far.
One of his life changing finds was an antique
rope maker. From there,
he modernized and motorized his own rope machines, teaching others to
do the same. Some knew
him as “The Rope Man”
and many of his colorful
dog leashes and Christmas
ropes are still in use today.
Willard was always able
to make something out of
nothing.
Papa Willard, as he
was known to many, was
incredibly generous, always happy to share his
home and what he had
with others. He was a father figure and grandpa to
many. Some of that generosity included ice cream
treats for great-grandkids,
often at 8 o'clock in the
morning. Willard will be
remembered for his abil-

9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt

2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp
Summer Hours
Tues: 1—6pm
Thurs: 8am—1pm
Sat: 8am—5pm
Sun: noon—6pm

Embarrass Canister Site
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass

Hours
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm
Thu: 10am—5pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facility
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

Hours
Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook

Soudan Canister Site
Hours
Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun:
8am—5pm

Aurora Transfer Station
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora

Hours
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm
Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

Regional Landfill

5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia

Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm
Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Summer hours effective April 15th through September 30th
For solid waste and recycling information go to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
1-800-450-9278
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
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Hatchery back in business

Operations underway, although facility remains closed to the public
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

PIKE RIVER—
Hatchery operations got
underway here this week,
with a goal of collecting 500
quarts of walleye eggs for
use in stocking operations
around the state.
While the hatchery’s
operations have been an
annual rite of spring for

decades, the facility, operated by the Department of
Natural Resources, was
closed last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
While the facility is operational this year, the hatchery
remains closed to the public
and the traditional sale of
white suckers, which are
netted in the Pike River
along with walleye, won’t
be held this year for the

second year in a row.
This year’s quota of
500 quarts is down a bit
from past years, but the
number is based on the
stocking needs around
the state, according to
Tower Area DNR Fisheries
Manager Edie Evarts.
A large majority of the
fry that will be hatched here
in the coming weeks will be
stocked within the Hudson

Bay drainage, while the rest
will go to lakes in southern
Minnesota or to private
growers who will raise the
fry to the fingerling stage for
later stocking by the DNR.
Last year, the DNR
undertook almost no stocking in the state’s lakes as a
result of the pandemic. That
includes Lake Vermilion,

The DNR’s egg-processing platform was back in
place this week and egg gathering is underway.
See HATCHERY...pg. 5B Work is likely to wrap up by the weekend.

WILD RICE

EPA: State
must list
impaired wild
rice waters
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

WAITING FOR WATER

When winter gives way

As the North Country waits for open water, waterfowl gather

A

s a regular photog- dam between us to block
rapher of wildlife, my approach. Eventually I
I’ve learned that slowly stuck my head above
there’s usually a relatively the dam and was able to reel
narrow window of oppor- off several good shots before
tunity to capture images of a couple of the ducks saw me
waterfowl— at least doing move. Yet, rather than fly
away, the sudden movement
so easily.
Each spring, water- made them curious. I guess
fowl chase the retreating spending your day hanging
out on a beaver
ice north and as
pond can be
the ice disappears
pretty uneventthe ducks, geese,
ful, because as
and swans have
the word spread
a supply of open
that something
water that expands
interesting was
almost daily. The
happening over
more open water,
my way, the
the harder it is to
ducks got very
get close enough to
animated and all
photograph them.
made a beeline to
Which is why
I’m always on the
MARSHALL my location to
lookout for that HELMBERGER check out what
had just become
early open water,
the talk of the
which tends to
attract an abundance of pond. Soon I had two dozen
waterfowl, typically in rela- ring-necked ducks, crests
tively confined areas. Small raised, nearly tripping over
rivers and beaver ponds themselves trying to get a
make up much of the early better look at me. In my
open water, so that’s when camo, which includes a hat
I like to don my camo, grab and veil, they obviously
my big lens, and keep my didn’t view me as a human,
and it gave me the opportueyes open.
You never know what nity to get some of the best
you’ll find, but I’m rarely duck shots I had taken up to
disappointed. I still remem- that point.
Recently, it was the
ber the time I visited a
beaver pond near my house disappearance of ice on the
where about two dozen ring- West Two River, just west
necked ducks were hanging of Tower, that provided
out. I worked my way up on
them, keeping the beaver’s See WATER...pg. 5B

Top: A pair of trumpeter swans fed along the West Two River,
just west of Tower, last week. The river had opened up the day
before, attracting significant numbers of waterfowl.
Below: A male (r) and female hooded merganser, also found on
the river
Bottom: A trumpeter swan and mallard swim past each other.
photos by M. Helmberger

REGIONAL—The federal
Environmental Protection
Agency has “disapproved” a
portion of the state’s new list
of impaired waters for failure
to list certain streams and lakes
impacted by sulfates.
That decision was announced
to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency in a March 26
letter from the EPA’s regional
office in Chicago. The story
was first reported this week by
MinnPost.
Tribal officials and environmental groups have pushed
for years to have wild rice lakes
and rivers that have higher
levels of sulfate, mostly from
mining discharges, added to the
list of impaired waters. Yet, the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency has thus far refused to
do so.
Sulfate, even at relatively low
levels, has been shown to lead to
the loss of wild rice in many cases.
Minnesota is home to much of the
wild rice found naturally in North
America, which prompted state
officials in the 1970s to adopt a
strict wild rice standard for sulfate
pollution in order to protect the
unique resource.
But the 10 milligram per
liter standard has not been
enforced since its adoption and
northern Minnesota tribes have
been pushing the state for more
than a decade to take a tougher
stand in protecting wild rice.
But the state’s mining industry
has refused to accept regulation
of the pollutant. Instead of limiting discharges of sulfates, the
Legislature passed a series of laws
beginning in 2015 that prohibited
the MPCA from regulating sulfate
pollution until it can create a new,
less strict standard.
In objecting to the MPCA’s
failure to list impaired wild rice
waters, the EPA is contending
that the laws enacted by the
Legislature violate the Clean
Water Act. That’s a position that
tribes and environmental groups
have argued for years.
The state is required to
update its list of impaired waters
every two years and the EPA

See WILD RICE...pg. 5B
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WINTER’S RETREAT

Most small
lakes now
clear; some
ice still lingers
on larger lakes
REGIONAL— A mild
late March and early April
has helped to clear many
area lakes of ice weeks
ahead of normal, but most
larger lakes in the region
still had some ice cover as
of midweek.
And with cool temperatures and light winds

Ice was lingering at McKinley Park on
Lake Vermilion late Tuesday and more ice
was visible further out on Big Bay.

expected into the weekend,
further ice-out progress
is likely to be somewhat
limited.
Updates on ice condi-

Outdoors in brief

DNR: Renew
your boat
registration
early this year

REGIONAL—The
DNR is advising boat
owners to give themselves
enough time to renew their
watercraft registration if it
has expired.
As a result of COVID19 and an increase in
requests, the DNR License
Center currently is requiring
up to nine weeks to process
mail-in boat registration
renewals. Additional staff
have been pulled in to help
with the backlog.
To avoid the wait,
the DNR is encouraging
boaters to renew boat registrations onlineor at a local
deputy registrar’s office,
rather than by mail. Those
who renew online can print
out the confirmation page as
a temporary permit. They
can also write down their
temporary authorization
number from the confirmation page.
Your registration card
and expiration decals will
then be mailed to you.
To renew online, visit
the DNR website and click

on “Get Started” and follow
the prompts. To renew
in person, visit a deputy
registrar. Deputy registrar
locations are available on
the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety website.

Stream trout
season opens
this Saturday
REGIONAL—
Minnesota’s popular warm
weather stream trout season
opens Saturday, April 17,
with quality fishing opportunities in every region of
the state. Brook trout and
splake fishing also open
April 17 on Lake Superior
and its tributary streams.
“Minnesota has some
excellent trout fishing and
anglers help pay for trout
habitat and access improvements with their fishing
licenses and trout stamps,”
said Benji Kohn, volunteer
mentor program coordinator with the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources. “If you haven’t
given trout fishing a try, it
can be a relaxing, challenging and exciting way to fish.
And you don’t need a boat
to fish for trout.”

tions were hard to come by
this week, as most pilots
were kept grounded by
days of heavy clouds, fog,
and sustained rain or snow.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

TIMBERJAY!
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SAVE BIG! BUY LOCAL!
2021 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT AWD
MSRP $42,265
Customer Cash -$4,227

Sale Price
$38,039

from NOAA weather

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

48 26

49 24

49 28

41 23

41 24

Ely

Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

04/05
04/06
04/07
04/08
04/09
04/10
04/11
Total

72
74
61
46
47
51
44

04/05 68
04/06 77
04/07 54
04/08 43
04/09 43
04/10 47
04/11 44
YTD Total

28
29
39
39
40
37
36

0.00
0.00
0.13
0.86
0.10
0.13
0.02
3.50

68.3”

04/05 71
04/06 74
04/07 60
04/08 46
04/09 49
04/10 52
04/11 44
YTD Total

28
29
37
39
41
36
36

0.00
0.00
0.17
0.74
0.10
0.18
0.04
2.74 49.2

31
31
35
35
36
35
35

0.00
0.08
0.04
0.49
0.21
0.30
0.00
2.74

66.8” .

Orr

Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

04/05 75
04/06 59
04/07 50
04/08 45
04/09 46
04/10 45
04/11 45
YTD Total

HATCHERY...Continued from page 4B

which saw increased fishing pressure
this past summer.
But Evarts said Lake Vermilion
is well-positioned to weather a few
years without artificial stocking. She
notes that the lake has an abundance
of large female walleye that provide
substantial brood stock for the lake.
“There are so many big spawning

females, the lake probably doesn’t
need much help,” said Evarts.
Test netting on Vermilion last
fall also confirmed that the lake
is currently home to some of the
highest walleye numbers on record,
thanks to a series of strong year
classes.
And Evarts notes that stocking

WATER...Continued from page 4B

EPA will then hold a 30-day
public comment period on
the proposed list.

Subscribe to the

The gray face and neck on this
trumpeter swan shows it’s an
immature bird.

the attraction. I had struck out on
my original plan to photograph
wood ducks that I had seen the day
before on the East Two River. But
the woodies were nowhere to be
seen, so I was headed back home
when I spotted a handful of hooded
mergansers on the West Two River,
which had just cleared of ice the
day before.
While not quite the oh-my-god
glory of a male wood duck, a male
hooded merganser is a beauty, nonetheless, so I parked a bit down the
highway and dropped down into the
cedar swamp there to work my way

back to the river edge.
By the time I commando-crawled to a decent vantage
point, the mergansers had moved off
a bit, only to be replaced by a pair
of trumpeter swans, which had no
idea I was propped against a cedar
snag near the river’s edge, which
gave me an unobstructed view as
they actively fed along the river’s
opposite shore. When I get such an
opportunity, I’ll spend lots of time,
even after I’ve taken every conceivable image. After all, how often do
you get to watch such magnificent
wild birds at close range while they
go about their business unaware of
your presence?
I will say that trumpeters may
not be as cautious as other waterfowl, which allowed me to adjust
my position to ward off kinks in
the neck or other places that can
come from holding odd positions
for extended periods. Trumpeters,
after all, are protected, so they don’t
have to be as wary as those species
that could end up on a dinner plate
if they aren’t careful. And trumpeters, at up to 30 pounds and with an
eight-foot wingspan, are also large
enough to fend off all but the biggest
predators. So, it’s understandable
that they weren’t as wary as some
of the ducks that were also feeding
in the river.
In fact, while geese and ducks

30
36
41
39
39
36
37

0.00
0.00
0.01
0.80
0.19
0.00
0.00
2.50

SAVE $3,939 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
or CHOOSE 0% APR AND $1,400 CASH ALLOWANCE**
DISCLOSURES... *120 Day payment deferral AND 3.29% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial
on approved credit. **0% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial on approved credit. Not compatible
with some other incentives, offers and vehicles. See dealer for details. Tax and title extra.
Must take delivery from dealer stock by 05/03/2021.

PREOWNED VALUES!

2020 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 4x4...Only 15K Miles!...$60,990
2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT............GM Certified!................... $19,990
2020 Jeep Compass Latitude 4x4......Only 1,985 Miles.......$23,990
2018 Chevrolet Silverado LT 4x4 Crew.......Local Trade-in!........ $30,990
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD............GM Certified!................$21,990
2018 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L...Power Sliders & DVD!.....$22,990
2017 Jeep Renegade 4x4.................Just Reduced!............. $19,990
2017 Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4...........Only 27K Miles!........$17,990
2017 Ford C-Max Hybrid Titanium.....Loaded and 38 MPG $17,990
2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4...........Only 48K Miles!.......$18,990
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ AWD.....Well Equipped!......... $18,990
2015 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD High Country...Duramax!. $43,990
2012 Chevrolet SilveradoLT 4x4...........Clean Trade-In!............$17,990

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Les
Hujanen

Lorn
Koski

Calvin
Jolly

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

28
32
32
39
43
35
35

0.00
0.00
0.20
0.65
0.11
0.20
0.00
3.48

54.5

typically take turns feeding, so at
least one member of their group
keeps an eye out for danger, these
trumpeters took no such precautions.
And they frequently had their heads
underwater for a minute or more,
which also gave me plenty of time
to adjust my position.
After watching what I assumed
to be a mated pair, a third swan flew
in and joined them. The lingering
gray around the neck and head told
me this was an immature bird that
probably hadn’t found a mate yet.
But trumpeters can live 25 years, so
this young bird should have plenty
of time to get to that.
As I watched the swans, other
ducks flew around, coming and
going. With Vermilion at that time
still locked in ice, this little bit
of open water was a busy place.
Eventually, a pair of hooded mergansers moved in just close enough
to get a few marginal images before
they moved out of sight around a
bend in the river.
When I eventually decided to
leave, I dropped down slowly and
commando-crawled my way back
out until I knew I would be out of
sight if I stood. It had been such a
peaceful scene down there on the
river. I wanted to leave it just as I
had found it.

Ritchie
Automatic

2021 CHEVROLET BLAZER LT AWD

Sale Price
$35,451

NA

04/05 71
04/06 76
04/07 56
04/08 47
04/09 47
04/10 51
04/11 41
YTD Total

can be a balancing act at times. “If
there are too many fry, they may
compete with each other,” noted
Evarts. If so, that can limit the first
summer’s growth of the young
walleye, which can reduce winter
survival.

SAVE $4,277 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
or CHOOSE 0% APR UP TO 72 MOS***

MSRP $39,390
Customer Cash -$3,939

with small patches still
visible on Shagawa. Based
on past history, lakes to the
east of Ely likely remained
ice covered as of mid-week.

Friday

WILD RICE...Continued from page 4B
has the authority to either
approve or deny the list.
States are also required to
describe plans for clean-up
of impaired waters.
With the MPCA refusing to take action, the EPA
announced in its March
26 letter that it will be
producing its own list of
sulfate-impaired waters in
Minnesota, which it will
be providing to the MPCA
before the end of April. The

lakes, it appears Pelican
Lake cleared of ice on April
9. But, as of Tuesday, large
areas of ice still lingered on
Vermilion and Burntside,

Most smaller lakes from
Ely to the west have been
open since April 10 or even
earlier in some cases.
Among the area’s large

COVID-19 Vaccine
Appointments Available
Scenic Rivers is now scheduling appointments for individuals
to receive COVID-19 vaccinations at our medical locations
following state eligibility guidelines. Supply is limited and call
volumes are high, so we appreciate your patience. If you
believe you meet the MN state vaccine eligiblity requirements,
please call the number below to schedule an appointment.

Cook Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

Tower Medical
Vaccine Scheduling

(218) 361-3297

(218) 753-2405

20 5th St SE

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

• PUMPS
• WELLS
• HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768
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CITY OF ELY

Ely council slow to act on
delinquent rental unit licenses
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – City
Council members here
are reluctant to initiate
civil enforcement citation processes on more
than 20 properties that
have expired rental
dwelling licenses.
On April 13, the
city’s building official, Doug Whitney,
presented a list of 21
properties in the city
where the owner is
delinquent in paying
required license fees.
When asked by Mayor
Chuck Novak at the last
council meeting for a
motion to act on the
issue, council members
remained mum.
Council member
Paul Kess suggested
that the enforcement
of the long-term rental
licensing city code “is
a very tough job.” He
added, “Considering
that the names of the
delinquent license fee
payers are now part of
the public record, we
could let this ride for
a week or so and give
them time to respond.”
The portion of the
City Code related to
Licensing of Rental
Dwellings has been
in effect for a decade,
since June 2011. It
states, “No person may
operate a rental unit or
rental dwelling unit
in the city without a
license for each building, subject to limited

exceptions.”
In his letter to the
city council, dated
March 30, 2021,
Whitney said, “We
know of about 200
long-term rentals.”
He attached a list
of 21 letters sent to
the owners with no
response received.
“We have sent two
letters this year and
have sent letters every
three to six months in
past years,” he said.
Failure to respond
within 30 days of the
date of the letter may
result in civil penalties
of up to $100 per week.
The Ely City Code
also states, “Failure
to obtain either a provisional license as
required, or an operating license, will subject
the owner of a dwelling
unit to an administrative service charge up
to $250.
Continuing violation of the Civil
Enforcement Citation
process could result
in charges being
assessed to the property. Whitney said that no
charges have yet to be
accessed to the current
list of violations.
The list of expired
rental licenses includes
the owner, rental units
address(s), amount due,
and years in arrears:
 David
A
Smrekar, 224 S 2nd
Ave E, $250, 203 E.
White St., $250, two
years.

PUBLIC NOTICES
CITY OF TOWER
CALL FOR
SEALED BIDS
The City of Tower is calling for
sealed bids on a 2014 John
Deere D150 Riding Mower.
Sold as is, Where is. Needs
Mower Deck Replacement.
Questions? call Randy at
218-753-6868
Minimum bid: $200

Sealed Bids Due Monday,
May 10 at 12 Noon, City Hall
Outside Drop Box or Mail
to PO Box 576, Tower, MN
55790.
Bids to be opened Monday,
May 10, 2021 at the Council
Meeting.
Published in the Timberjay,
April 16, 23, 30 & May 7,
2021

KUGLER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE
The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at
6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. Mask-wearing and
social distancing protocols will be followed.
Chris Suihkonen, Town Clerk
Published in the Timberjay, April 16, 2021

LOCAL BOARD OF APPEAL
& EQUALIZATION
TOWN OF CRANE LAKE
St. Louis County, Minnesota

will meet at
The Crane Lake Chapel Fellowship Hall
on Thursday, April 29, 2021 at 1:00 PM

 Rachel L.
Vandenberghe, 915 E
White St., $650, six
years.

Dale Rever,
143 E Harvey St., $310,
25 S 2nd Ave E, $250,
two years.

Michael T.
Loe, 428 E. Camp St.,
$350, three years, 239
W Harvey St., $550,
five years.
 Ryan Quick,
726 E Camp St., $510,
four years.
 Rae Bentz, 105
W. Conan St., #1-4,
$510 (paid $400 on
3-31-21), four years,
319 E. Camp St., $470
(paid $400 on 3-31-21)
four years.
 Neil Lepisto,
538 E Washington St.,
$550, five years.
 Eric C. Urbas,
647 E James St., #1-3,
$590, five years, 558 E
Washington St., #1-2,
$570, five years, 11 E
Conan St., $550, five
years.
 G.I. Property
Group, 614/618 E
Pattison St, #1-2, $570,
five years.
Steve Anderson,

1347 E Washington St.,
$350, three years, 44
W Chapman St., #1-2,
$370, three years.
 Shane M.
Belehar, 36 E White
St., $370, three years.
 Bryan Rusco,
1406 E Camp St.,
$250, two years, 305
S Central Ave., $250,
two years.
 LuAnne Bialik,
626 S 6th Ave E, #1-2,
$570, two years, 634 S
6th Ave E, #1-2, $570,
five years.
Novak suggested
that any decision on
acting on the building
official’s recommendation to initiate civil
enforcement procedures could be postponed until next month.
Council member
Jerome Debeltz suggested that any property owners “who are
having a tough time”
making the required
license fee payment
could contact Whitney
to explore payment
options.
The council meets
on Tuesday, April 20.

EMPLOYMENT
CITY OF TOWER
Job Posting
Seasonal Maintenance Worker
$12-$15/hr • Mowing, Snow Removal, Etc.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs
For full job description and to apply, visit
www.cityoftower.com/positions-available
Published in the Timberjay, April 16 & 23, 2021

HELP WANTED

Would you like to work outside?
Would you like to work on the lake?
Docks on Wheels in Ely is looking to fill a variety of positions. All positions require the ability
to lift 50 lbs continually. Call to schedule an
interview, 218-365-6210. 4/30

Camp Voyageur

Now hiring for summer cook/baker and
kitchen assistants. Fun and flexible hours.
Join our experienced culinary team while
working right on the water on Farm Lake.
Contact deb@campvoyageur.com. tfn

We are in need of dependable employees
to work as AIS (aquatic invasive species)
Watercraft
Inspectors
on employees
Burntside to
We are
in need of
dependable
Lake in Ely and on Lake Vermilion.
as AIS
invasive
species)
Allwork
training
and(aquatic
equipment
will be
provided.
Watercraft
Inspectors
on Burntside
Lake in Ely
20-40
hours/week
• $12.50/hr
20-40
hours/week
$14.00/hr

and on Lake Vermilion.
Visit
our website
All training and
equipment
willatbe provided.
www.alwaystherestaffing.com for
20-40 hours/week
more information
and to apply, or stop in
$12.50/hr
to one of our
offices in Hibbing
at 3131 1st Ave. Call: 218-440-1022

FUNERAL SERVICES

Visit our website at www.alwaystherestaffing.com for more information
and to apply, or stop in to one of our offices in Hibbing at 3131 1st Ave.
Call: 218-440-1022

Range Funeral Home

If you believe the value or classification of
your property is incorrect, please contact your
assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. If
you disagree with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your assessor, you
may appear before the local Board of Appeal
and Equalization. Please email info@cranelaketwp.com or mail Town of Crane Lake, P.O.
Box 402, Crane Lake, MN 55725 with your
concerns, if possible (rather than appearing).
The board will review your assessments and
may make corrections as needed. Generally,
you must appeal to the local board before
appealing to the County Board of Appeal and
Equalization.

Virginia
741-1481

Published in the Timberjay, April 16 & 23, 2021

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Care Center

PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant

Hospital

The purpose of this meeting is to determine
whether taxable property in the town has been
properly valued and classified by the assessor.

Jo Ann Pohlman, Clerk, Town of Crane Lake

EMPLOYMENT

Hibbing
263-3276

“Friends Helping Friends”

PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
~Current
NA certification and/or EMT
Dietary
Care
Center
FT
PT Dietary
NursingManager
Assistant

Central Supply/Nursing

Hospital/ER
Casual
Restorative
Nursing Assistant
FT Central
Supply Assistant/Staffing

PT Registered Nurse (wage starting at
Coordinator-Scheduler
Hospital
$34.06/hrSign-On Bonus)
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
Activities
Care
Center
NA
certification and/or EMT
PT~Current
ActivitiesAssistant
Assistant
PT
Nursing
(wage starting
at
$16.36/hr
Sign-On
Bonus)
Central
Supply/Nursing
Dietary
FT
Supply
Assistant/Staffing
Information
Technology
(IT)
PT Central
Dietary Aide/Cook
Coordinator-Scheduler
Casual
Dietary Aide/Cook
PT
Information
Specialist

Activities
Maintenance
Activities
PT
Casual Assistant
Activities Assistant
Activities
FT &
Maintenance/Plant
Operations

Dietary

PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Maintenance

FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Business Office

Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Imaging

Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)
Environmental
Services
Business
Office
PT Housekeeper
Casual
Secretary / Receptionist
Environmental
Services
Casual Laundry Aide
FT
& PT Housekeeper
Imaging
Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

Casual
Environmental
Tech I
Full Time
& 1 Casual Radiologic
Tech
Casual Laundry Aide
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services

FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting business in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE
Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage
Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open MondayFriday 8:30 – 6:30. 218-6665594. tfn

HOSPICE

All Out

Contracting

SUPPORT
GROUPS
Ely
AA
OPEN
GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meetings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely
MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.
ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.
ELY
CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUSMeetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia.
BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPAre you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to anyone affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.
VIRGINIA
AA
WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.
AA
OPEN
MEETINGThursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)
HIV/AIDS? For confidential compassionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, tollfree 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

Adverstising

PAYS OFF!
$
$

Call

753-2950
subscribe to the

Timberjay!

Try out the Timberjay classifieds

and information on discounts.

Call Today – 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

Cody Wooster
218-290-6939

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

ALLOUTLLC@outlook.com
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

Sales • Service
Rentals
General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service

Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr • Call 218-757-3150

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

HELP WANTED
SATURDAY
CLEANERS
WANTED- Come clean with our
amazing team on Saturdays at
White Eagle Resort. Competitive
wages offered based upon
experience. Contact us at 218666-5500 or apply online at
Whiteeagleresort.com. tfn
VERMILION
CLUB
and
BAYVIEW NOW HIRING for all
positions: pizza cooks, servers,
bartenders, dishwashers, line
cooks, and dock attendants.
Apply in person at the Vermilion
Club, 3191 Old Hwy 77, Tower.
4/9

MARINE

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices

Septic Systems,
Site Preparation,
Land Clearing, Brushing,
Class-5, Black Dirt,
Sand, Boulders

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their families in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more information, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

$

BUILDING
SERVICES

THE TIMBERJAY

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Spring Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
P R O V E N

Storage • Complete Service • Sales

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 3656745. tfn

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair
• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation
See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion
Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina • Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel • Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com
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Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery
Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Adverstising
PAYS OFF!

CEDAR DOCK BOARDS!

$

2x6-6 Western
RED CEDAR

DOCK BOARDS

ROOFS

$14.59

Almeida Roofing

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344

REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Call 753-2950
subscribe to the

218-235-7305

Timberjay!

Licensed and Insured
License# BC674311

Call

Tip-Top
Tip-Top
Tip-Top
ChimneyServiCe
ServiCe
Chimney

753-2950
to subscribe
to the

Chimney ServiCe

A Renewable Energy Company

Timberjay!

• Chimney Repairs
and Service
• General Construction, New Doors
• Carpentry Repairs and Decks
218-290-5370 call or text

Bonded &
Insured

Email: tiptopchimney@gmail.com

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting
Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and
professional services assuring
peace of mind for our
customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products
along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

833-660-1064

We go... The exTra Mile
to bring you the
great service you deserve!

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

Whether you live
on an island, in town
or in the woods...

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent
www.netitle.com

Don’t Miss
Our...

$
$

TS

CABINE

TILE

RUGS

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Potting Soil

From composted organic material.

.75 Cu Ft....$2.89

Compost with Manure
.75 Cu Ft....$2.89
Top Soil
.75 Cu Ft...$1.99
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off

VERMILION LUMBER

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230

302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Let our friendly, knowledgeable
sales staff assist you
with all your decorating needs!

We’ll go that extra mile to find what you are looking for!
8
8
8
8
8
8

Carpeting
Kitchens
Vinyl & Laminate
Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Tile
Window Treatments & More!

EXTRA

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F
floortoceiling.com/virginia

