Inside:
Election news...Sce /3
Living abroad...Sce /9

VOL. 31,

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Twitter com-
ments have embroiled
another politician in contro-
versy. This time, it was Ely
Mayor Chuck Novak in the
hot seat at Tuesday’s city
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residents and local busi-
ness owners chastised the
mayor over comments he
recently posted in support
of aboycottagainst Fortune
Bay Resort Casino.
Novak had lauded
Sen. Tom Bakk’s deci-
sion to cancel his annual
political fundraiser, tra-
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CITY OF ELY

Mayor accused of fanning the flames

Chuck Novak in the hot seat for backing boycott of Fortune Bay

ditionally held at Fortune
Bay, because the Bois
Forte Band has joined the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
insupportof afederal bill to
ban copper-nickel mining
in a portion of the Superior
National Forest located
within the watershed of the
Boundary Waters Canoe

Area Wilderness. That bill,
which does not prohibit
iron mining in the affected
area, would effectively end
prospects for the proposed
Twin Metals copper-nickel
mine near Ely.

Novak, whohasbeena
vocal supporter of the Twin
Metals proposal, had also

Snowmobile Hot Spots...Sce /5B

RJA

suggested that the organiz-
ersof other areaevents, like

the popular snowmobile |

Fun Run, should consider
following Bakk’s lead.
Other supporters of the
Twin Metals mine have
also weighed in in support

See. KLY pg. 10

Chuck Novak

council meeting as several

WOLFTRACK CLASSIC

Blake and Jennifer Freking both competed in the 2020 Beargrease photos by Pam Wettering

Sled dog racers at home in Ely area

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Blake and
Jennifer Freking order

1,500 pairs of booties every

200, Hudson Bay Quest
and other races.

Blake and Jennifer will
be “competing” against
each other this weekend
in the WolfTrack Classic

year. They have just two
daughters who have long
outgrown their need for
little footwear. But, add
60-plus canines the family
raises for sled racing, and

that many booties doesn’t
seem like enough.

The Frekings are
truly a sled dog racing
family. They own Manitou
Crossing Kennels, located

near Isabella, where they
raise and train Siberian
Huskies for long distance
sled dog races. They are
veterans of the Beargrease
Marathon, Iditarod, UP

here but they admit that the
50-mile run in the Superior
National Forestis more like
training than racing. They

See.. FAMILY pg. 11

Vermilion Country School opened in 2013 in renovated manufacturing plant

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — The city of Tower
took a risk in 2013 when it invested
approximately $530,000 to renovate
the former manufacturing plant for
Powerain into the Vermilion Country
School, or VCS, a new charter school
serving grades 7-12.

EDUCATION

Community reaps rewards from its local charter Sﬂhﬂﬂl

Seven years later, it’s clear that
the city’s gamble has paid off— in
educational opportunity, community
service, good-paying jobs with bene-
fits, and in financial returns to the city.

While enrollment has never
reached the initial estimates devel-
oped by the school’s founders, the
small school environment has clearly
benefited that students who have made

Vermilion Country School
student Todd Zierowski works
in the computer lab at the
Tower-based charter school.
photo by J. Summit

the school their educational home.
“It provides a safe place,” said

See...VCS pg. 12

COOK

Sparks fly
at housing
authority

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

COOK - Allegations of disrespectful
treatment and harassment, from Cook
Housing and Redevelopment Authority
residents about management, created a
contentious atmosphere during a Feb. 12
board meeting.

Executive director Reed Erickson was
the primary target of complaints lodged by
fiveresidents of the Pioneer building, one of
twoapartmentbuildings operated by CHRA.

“Can we talk here and say what we
have to say without retaliation?” resident
John Bergman asked at the outset of an open
comment period.

“Absolutely, it’s an open comment
period,” Erickson said.

Although board rules specify individu-
als are limited to three minutes for comment,
Bergman spent the next 15 minutes detail-
ing several examples of interactions with
Erickson in which he felt intimidated.

One instance occurred when Bergman
was playing cards with other residents when
some workers arrived to address a plumbing
issue. When told who one of the workers
was, Bergman said he responded by saying,
“He’s a good carpenter, but not a licensed
plumber.”

Bergman said Erickson came to his
apartment about an hour later and told

See...COOK pg. 10
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COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Empower Meeting, Feh. 24

ELY- Empower, a progressive women’s orga-
nization, will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb.
24 at The Ely Folk School. Six women will speak
about their eight-week canoe trip in the Quetico.
Newcomers are welcome to attend this women-only
event.

Adventures in Learning from Nature

at Mesabi Unitarian

VIRGINIA- On Sunday, Feb. 23 at 10:30
a.m. at Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church,
the topic will be “Adventures in Learning from
Nature: Minnesota to Africa and Back”. Presenter
Sue Okerstrom had been a materials scientist at
a medical device manufacturer for over 25 years
when she discovered “biomimicry” at an innovation
conference. She knew “biomimicry” was what she
wanted to do for the rest of her life. This presenta-
tion will take you on her journey of learning how
to learn from nature and applying it in the human
world. You will travel with her to Earth’s major
ecosystem and back to her lab in Minneapolis. The
church is located at 230 7th St. S in Virginia and the
building is handicap accessible.

Learning to Listen to Jazz at NWFA

COOK- A jazz event at Northwoods Friends of
the Arts Gallery in Cook will be held Monday, Feb.
24 at 7 p.m. It’s an exploration into the apprecia-
tion of a true American musical art form. This sixth
session of “Learning to Listen” will highlight the
divergence in combo jazz after the radical change
from swing to bebop had run its course.

These sessions aim to equip the listener with
tools that will unlock an understanding and appre-
ciation of jazz and other music types and lead to
an enhanced listening experience. Sessions will be
based on listening and discussion, with information
about resources available for self-directed explora-
tion of jazz.

Jazz at the Gallery is presented by NWFA vol-
unteer Bill Conger, who once led a jazz appreciation
class at Coe College. Conger has remained a fan of
jazz music for decades. This is not a learn how to
play session, so anyone interested is qualified and
welcome to attend.

This year NWFA is celebrating its volunteers
and its tenth anniversary of inspiring, nurturing and
celebrating the arts in the Cook area. The gallery,
located at 210 S River St., is open in winter on
Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. February’s exhibit is
Sarah Maki’s “Surface Work”. For more informa-
tion, go to nwfamn.org.

Vermilion Dream Quilters to meet
March 5

TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet
Thursday, March 5 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Martin’s
Church social hall in Tower.

The program for the evening will be on antique
quilts. Please bring an antique quilt to share.
Presenters will be Maggie Manion and Marcia
Bergquist. Please bring your Show and Tell.
Hostesses for the night will be Corrine Hill, Deb
Filander and Kathy Lovgren.

Members are from throughout the Iron
Range. We encourage, instruct and share tips with
each other. Guests and visitors who are interested in
quilting and creative sewing are welcome. For more
information, please contact Corrine Hill at 218-753-
4600.

Ely Community Health Center

e Y — -

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.

Providing NO COST basic healthcare and referrals
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

Volunteer opportunities also available

BROADBAND

Non-profits awarded technology grants

Blandin's Community Broadband program gives several $1,500 grants
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Blandin Broadband Community grant. file photo

REGIONAL- With
a portion of its Blandin
Broadband Community
grant, the Iron Range
Tourism Bureau has
awarded technology mini-
grants of $1,500 each to
regional nonprofits that
serve visitors. Grants were
given to Club Mesabi,
Embarrass Township/
Finnish Homestead Tours,
Eveleth Heritage Society,
Hibbing Historical Society
Museum, Hibbing Tourist
Center, Iron Range
Historical Society, Camp
Vermilion, Lyric Center
for the Arts, Minnesota
Museum of Mining,
Minnesota Discovery
Center, Sisu Heritage/
Nelimark Museum, and
Virginia Area Historical
Society.

“Through the Blandin
Broadband grant, we’ve
been able to assist our
valued partners in tourism,
namely organizations that
serve visitors and help pre-
serve our area’s history,”

said Beth Pierce, execu-
tive director of the Iron
Range Tourism Bureau.
“Ultimately, these grants
will impact the visitor
experience —whether tour-
ists or locals - in a positive
way, and help these non-
profits achieve their own
goals.”

As part of the grant
process each organization
received a technology
auditthrough the Northeast
Minnesota Small Business
Development Center. The
audits helped identify tech-
nology needs within each
organization and provided
recommendations for how
best to use the grants.

Projects recommend-
edfor grantfundinginclude
the implementation of
e-commerce, donation
and membership sales to
organizations’ websites,
the purchase of scanners
and software to assist with
record-keeping and docu-
ment storage, purchase of
cloud storage and training,

The Seitaniemi Housebarn in Embarrass is owned by Sisi Heritage, which

enhancing photo assets,
and website updates.

“The Iron Range
Historical Society is
excited to be a recipient
of a Blandin Broadband
technology grant,” said
Mike Sterk, president of
the Iron Range Historical
Society board of directors.
“The grant will be used to
purchase a scanner and
upgrade our social media
and website so that we
can make more of our vast
photograph, document and
newspaper collections
available to a wider audi-
ence.”

The Blandin
Broadband Communities
Program is a two-year,
intensive partnership with
the Blandin Foundation
to advance local broad-
band initiatives. The Iron
Range Tourism Bureau
is part of the 2019-2020
Iron Range Broadband
Communities cohort and
is a nonprofit destination
marketing organization
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was a recipient of a

that serves the communi-
ties of Aurora, Biwabik
Chisholm, Embarrass
Eveleth, Gilbert, Hibbing
Hoyt Lakes, Mt. Iron
Virginia and surrounding
townships.

The Northeas:
Minnesota Small Busines:
Development Center con:
ducted the technology
audits as part of ongoing
services to the Iron Range
and all northern Minnesotz
communities.

Other Blandir
Broadband Communities
Program initiatives being
undertaken by the Iror
Range Tourism Bureat
include the creation of ¢
virtual reality mine tour,
talent attraction website
a digital map of arts anc
artists, and a local ‘gooc
news’ campaign. For more
information, contact Pierce
at beth@ironrange.org o
218-749-8161.

libraries.

March 16, at 1 p.m.

Becky Schlegel will perform

March 11 and 16.

Cook Medical

Scenic .\\Rwers
—Clinics—

Cook Dental

20 5th St SE
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

12 S River Street
Open Monday - Friday

(218) 666-5958

Tower Medical and Dental

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
Former High Schoo! Building
Open Monday - Friday

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Dental:

(218) 753-6061

Chronic Disease Management * Acute Care * Women’s Health
Immunizations ® Well Child Care * Sports Physicals ® Behavioral Health
Crowns * Dentures ¢ Fillings * Checkups * Cleanings

Quality and Compassion

For Every Patient

For Life

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital

The program will be held at the
Ely Library on Wednesday, March
11 at 1 p.m.; at the Cook Library on
Wednesday, March 11 at 6 p.m.; and
at the Babbitt Library on Monday,

Take a musical journey with the
Becky Schlegel Duo. Becky’s music
is original, drawing on the influence
of classic country, bluegrass, folk, and

Becky Schiegel Duo will perform
at Ely, Cook and Babbhitt libraries

REGIONAL- The Arrowhead
Library System is pleased to present
the Becky Schlegel Duo, a free musical
program being offered for all ages
at the Ely, Cook and Babbitt public

her own thoughtful spirit. Her voice
floats, whispers, then soars above
music of the highest quality. This free
hour-long program is for all ages. For
more information, please visit http://

www.beckyschlegel.com/.

This program, sponsored by
Arrowhead Library System, was
funded in part or in whole with money
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund. To learn more about

Arrowhead Legacy Events, please see

' Professional
Low-Pressure Steam

CALL
218-780-8847

Local Contractor ¢ Insured

our calendar at www.alslib.info, follow
us on Twitter @ ALSLibraryNews, or
like us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/alslibinfo.

St. Jude’s ¢
Novena %
May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us.
St Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, help
of the hopeless, pray for
us. Say this prayer 9 times
a day. By the 8th day your
prayers will be answered.
It has never been known
to fail. Publication must be
promised.

Thank you, St. Jude

Subscribe Today ¢ (218) 753-2950
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Quinn Nystrom stumps for votes in Ely

Looks to challenge Stauber in 8th District

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Quinn Nystrom, a
candidate for the Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party endorse-
ment for U.S. Representative for
Minnesota’s 8th Congressional
District, spoke to alarge Tuesday
Group audience last week. She
was also the featured speaker
at a gathering of the Northern
Progressives group in Cook later
that day.

Nystrom, 28, is challeng-
ing first-term incumbent Pete
Stauber for the expansive
Eighth District seat in north-
ern Minnesota. While she is a
fourth-generation resident of
Crow Wing County and the
youngest (and first) woman to
serve on the Baxter City Council,
she is very familiar with the Ely
area, having spent most of her
childhood summers on Burntside
Lake at her grandparents’ cabin.

“I just found out she grad-
vated summa cum laude from
(YMCA) Camp Widjiwagan,”
said Steve Piragis in his intro-

ductory remarks, “so she knows
her knots and how to paddle into
the wind.”

While Nystrom has been
advocating since grade school
on healthcare issues, especially
affordable prescription drug
coverage, she has become well
known more recently as an
advocate for persons living with
diabetes, and lobbied last year
for a bill in the state Legislature
to make insulin more affordable
and accessible to everyone.

When that bill died in the
Republican-controlled Senate,
Nystrom helped organize a
series of car and bus caravans
to purchase insulin in Canada,
where the drug is cheaper and
available over the counter.

Nystrom said her motivation
to run for Congress was born out
of those efforts to bring afford-
able and accessible health care to
everyone. “Last spring, | went to
Washington, D.C. and met with
(Rep.) Stauber, who was elected

to represent every single one of
us. That is his job. I asked him
three things, one was to sign
onto legislation to help with
the insulin affordability crisis. I
asked him to keep his campaign
promise not to attack pre-exist-
ing conditions. And I asked him
to host a diabetes roundtable
back here in the Eighth District.”

She said Stauber agreed to
do the three things she asked of
him. “I thought we had a real
ally in Congress,” Nystrom said.
She said she had no intention of
running for Congress.

“I never got any follow-up
from him or his staff,” she said.
“I found out later that he never
signed on to any legislation to
lower the cost of insulin. He
also voted against people with
pre-existing conditions. And
he didn’t have any intention of
having a diabetes roundtable.”

Her frustration with having
ineffective representation in
Congress prompted her to take

action. “Just like I have been
taught for my entire life, instead
of sitting around and complain-
ing I made the decision to run
for Congress,” Nystrom said. “I
feel we need a strong voice who
represents all people.”

Mining and the
environment

Nystrom told the crowd
of about 80 Ely-area residents
that in preparing her campaign
for Congress, she sought to be
pragmatic in researching the
proposed sulfide mining projects
in northern Minnesota.

“As amember of Congress,
I would really not have any
jurisdiction over PolyMet,” she
said. “There is not really any-
thing I could do in regards to
PolyMet, so I am sticking with
Twin Metals here.”

She disclosed that she met
with PolyMet and Twin Metals
officials, environmental advo-

cates and area business owners
and stakeholders. “Anyone who
contacted our campaign, on any
side of the issue, I wanted to
listen to them. I did not come in
with any assumptions one way or
the other. That was important to
me. It was also important to me
not to later waver on the issue.”

With ataconite mining back-
ground pervasive in her fiance’s
family, Nystrom stressed the
importance of being proud of

See NYSTROM...pg. 5

Ecklund seeks reelection to Legisiature

REGIONAL —
State Rep. Rob Ecklund
will seek two more
years in the Minnesota
Legislature. The
International Falls
DFLer made that
announcement this
week, saying he looks
forward to continuing
his efforts on expanding
access to healthcare,
affordable childcare,
and broadband to all
parts of Minnesota.

“When we work
together, we can accom-
plish some great things
for Minnesotans. I’'m
proud of the work we’ve
done to build a better
state for everyone, but
there’s a great deal
of work left in front
of us,” Rep. Ecklund
said. “I’m incredibly
honored by the support
I’ve received over the
years from folks in our
region, and I’ll work

hard to earn it again this
November.”

Ecklundis current-
ly serving his third term
representing District
3A in the Minnesota
House, which includes
all or part of Cook,
Koochiching,Lake and
St. Louis counties.

A veteran of the
United States Marine
Corps, Rep. Ecklund
serves as chair of
the House Veterans

and Military Affairs
Division. In a statement
announcing his intent
to seek re-election,
Ecklund said he has
supported initiatives to
improve the lives of mil-
itary veterans, service
members, and their
families. His priorities
include the Veterans
Restorative Justice Act
which would expand
Minnesota’s veterans
courts.
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Gary Norgren was recently named general manager, mining, ArcelorMittal USA. In
his new role, Gary will have overall responsibility of the mining operations at
ArcelorMittal Minorca, ArcelorMittal Princeton, and Hibbing Taconite Company, a
joint venture between ArcelorMittal, Cliffs, and U.S. Steel. Gary began his career at
the legacy company, Inland Steel Company, as an associate electrical engineer in
1986 and held positions of increasing responsibility within engineering. Gary then
joined Acme Steel Company in 1994 and held positions of process coordinator, hot
mill manager, ArcelorMittal Riverdale in 2006. Gary was named division manager,
USA raw materials, in 2012. Gary has a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical and

Gary Norgren computer engineering from Clarkson University and an MBA in finance and
operations management from the University of Chicago.
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Ecklund is also an
advocate for northern
Minnesota’s outdoor
heritage and has sup-
ported improving
game and fish habitat,
expanding parks and
trails, and ensuring
economic opportunity
through mining, forest-
ry, and tourism.
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Sulfide mining

It’s time to have a more rational
discussion on the merits

According to critics,
legislation recently intro-
duced in Washington by
Congresswoman Betty
McCollum that would create
a sulfide mining exclusion
zone around a portion of the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness, represents a threat
to the region’s “way of life”.

Such claims, unfortunate-
ly, are as predictable as they
are inaccurate.

First, let’s be clear. Iron
mining has been underway
in one form or another in our
region for nearly 140 years.
While today it represents a
relatively small piece of the
region’s employment picture,
it certainly is a way of life for
many Iron Range families.
Fortunately, McCollum’s leg-
islation would not change that
fact. McCollum’s bill specifi-
cally permits iron or taconite
mining in the roughly 234,000
acres of the Rainy River water-
shed covered by the measure.

In other words, the Iron
Range’s “way of life” remains
fully intact under this legis-
lation.

What’s more, the way of
life that has increasingly come
to dominate in places like Ely
would continue as well, free
from the threat of disruption
posed by a sulfide-based
copper-nickel mine. While
Ely was once a mining town,
it’s been more than half a
century since the last mine
closed. While many in Ely
are justifiably proud of the
community’s mining history, it
ishistory, nonetheless. Mining
communities ultimately have
two choices— become a ghost
town when the mine closes, or
transition to something else. In
the case of Ely, that transition
has been years in the making
but has made tremendous
progress, despite the reluctance
of some in the community to
acknowledge a future reliant
on anything but basic resource
extraction.

We certainly understand
that many supporters of cop-
per-nickel mining near Ely
envision a kind of economic
renaissance from the proposed
Twin Metals mine. But copper
is an extremely common com-
modity, found throughout the
world, which makes its price
continually tied to the vagaries
of global supply and demand.
As a proposed underground
operation tapping a low-grade
depositinadeveloped country,
any future copper-nickel mine
near Ely will be among the
highest-cost operations any-
where in the world. Which is
another way of saying it will be
the firstto shutdownevery time
there’s so much as a hiccup in
copper prices. Evenifthe Twin
Metals mine were in existence
today, itlikely would have been
closed for the past several years

as aresult of low metal prices.

Relatively brief periods
of employment, followed by
years-long layoffs, is the most
likely “way of life” we can
expect for workers at any such
mine near Ely. Add to that the
risk that the mine’s presence
will discourage the modest but
steady influx of new residents
and investment to the area, and
you have the making of reces-
sion rather than renaissance.

That’s why the region
needs more rational and fact-
based discussion of both the
environmental and economic
merits of copper-nickel mining
justupstream of the BWCAW.

While some in the area
refuse to acknowledge it,
there is lasting and sustainable
economic value in protecting
the Boundary Waters water-
shed from a most dangerous
form of mining. In commu-
nities along the edge of the
Boundary Waters and the
Superior National Forest, we
have seen noticeably higher
rates of in-migration of res-
idents from other areas than
most other non-metro counties
in Minnesota. High percentag-
es of those migrants are profes-
sional and well-educated, and
bring relatively high incomes,
either through ongoing earn-
ings or investments, that are
spent in the regional economy.

We’re not talking about
relatively low-paying tourism
jobs versus mining employ-
ment. Tourism jobs are a
nice bonus, but we’ve never
viewed them as the basis
for a vibrant, year-round
economy. The jobs lost from
short-circuiting amenity-based
economic activity include the
often high-paying professions
that these new residents bring
with them, along with jobs that
provide support services for
these new residents, including
sectors like construction, real
estate, finance, insurance,
building supplies, and home
furnishings.

These are solidly mid-
dle-class jobs we’re talking
abouthere. Thisisn’taquestion
of mining jobs versus tourism
jobs. That’s a false argument.

Unfortunately, as long as
some continue to portray any
effort to protect the progress
that places like Ely have made
as a fundamental threat to a
perceived Iron Range “way of
life,” or issue senseless calls
for boycotts against valuable
regional businesses that might
have a somewhat different
view on the subject, it will be
difficult to have a meaningful
discussion about what kind of
future truly provides for the
long-term economic health of
the region. It’s time to change
the conversation, or we risk
being ruled by our emotions
rather than our intellect.

Writing outside the

Recently, 1

rearranging them

participated in the
Writers’ Night Out,
an event orchestrat-
ed by people and for
people who enjoy
words in amultiplic-
ity of ways: hearing
them, discussing
them, trying out new
ones, reading them
out loud, hearing
others read them out
loud, putting them

to become poetry,
essays, shortstories,
letters, books, arti-
cles, and even
opinion columns.
We gathered on a
bitterly cold night
to share delicious
homemade appe-
tizers (thank you,
Johnnie!), animagi-
native array of pizza
choices and bever-

down on paper, and

ages, which were
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Letters from Readers

Council should
oppose boycotts of

local businesses

We request that the Ely
City Council adopt aresolution
stating that it does not support
the boycott of Fortune Bay or
any business.

The Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe, which includes the six
bands of Bois Forte, Fond du
Lac, Grand Portage, Leech
Lake, Mille Lacs, and White
Earth, recently delivered aletter
to the U.S. House in support of
HR 5598, a bill that would ban
sulfide-ore copper mining in the
headwaters of the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.
The United States has a gov-
ernment-to-government rela-
tionship with the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe and each of
the six bands.

The letter says “As former
U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom
Tidwell stated, sulfide-ore
copper mining has the poten-
tial to permanently destroy the
pure waters and intact forests
in the area of the proposed
Twin Metals mine. The fish in
adjacent waters - Birch Lake,
the South Kawishiwi River,
and downstream water bodies
- are subject to consumption
advisories designated by the
Minnesota Department of
Health because of mercury in
their flesh. Sulfide-ore copper
mining will increase the amount
of mercury in fish, a toxin of
great concern to our members
who depend on wild caught
fish for their sustenance. Wild
rice and terrestrial species will
also be at risk, as pollution and
habitat destruction will have
wide reaching impacts. We
are currently blessed with a
healthy environment, a healthy
economy, and a public resource
that offers sustenance and
solace. All of this is at risk if
any mining proposal in the
watershed moves forward. It
is unacceptable to trade this
precious landscape and our way
of life to enrich foreign mining
companies that will leave a
legacy of degradation that will
last forever.”

According to the Hibbing
Daily Tribune (Feb. 15, 2020),

Senator Tom Bakk moved his
annual fundraiser from Fortune
Bay inresponse to ademand by
the trades unions that Fortune
Bay be boycotted.

Unfortunately, Ely Mayor
Chuck Novak added to the
call for a boycott by tweeting
“Thank you Senator Bakk for
cancelling your annual event at
Fortune Bay and moving it to
Giants Ridge. IRRRB and the
trades should follow suit. The
Fun Run should follow suit.”

According to the news
story, when asked by the
Hibbing reporter if he believed
it to be fair to boycott the busi-
ness because the Bois Forte
Band is part of the Minnesota
ChippewaTribe, Mayor Novak
responded: “If they are going
to support Betty McCollum on
this bill, that means they are
against Twin Metals for sure.
We want people to get good jobs
and spend their money. Why
would they go and spend their
money to profit an organization
that doesn’t support their way
of life.”

We believe it is wrong for
the Mayor, as the representative
of the City of Ely, to encour-
age the boycott of the Bois
Forte Band for any reason, but
especially for exercising its
government-to-government
relationship established by
federal law. The Bois Forte
Band employs local people and
is a major contributor to our
community in many ways. The
Ely Folk School and the Bois
Forte Band have developed a
strong and respectful partner-
ship in sharing and teaching
indigenous skills, history, and
culture. We are grateful for all
of this.

Moreover, Mayor Novak
seeks to punish the Bois Forte
Band for expressing a position
that is shared by the vast major-
ity of Minnesotans.

The appropriate response
is for the Ely City Council to
adopt a resolution that states
strongly that it does not support
the boycott of any business -
especially the Bois Forte Band’s
Fortune Bay Resort Casino.

Peta Barrett, Betty Firth,
Carol Orban, Steve Piragis,
Becky Rom

Ely

followed by decadently rich
cupcakes.

When we walked in, we
were given a card and told to
find a table that had a rhyming
word on it, and so we found our
first writing partners. Everyone
tossed their cards in the middle,
and while enjoying appetizers,
we were asked to write for five
minutes on a topic of our choice
using all the words on the table.

Lacey Squire, Vince
O’Connor,andavisitingHamline
professor Terry Horstman, each

spoke about aspects of writing
along with a bit about their
personal relationship with the
written word. Terry, who hosts
the Brewery Writing Series in
St. Paul, brought a storytelling
game called Storymatic® which
has 510 cards used as prompts
divided between descriptions of
characters and actions. Writing
prompts are words or phrases
used to trigger our imaginations,
to tease or nudge or jolt us or out
of our usual mode of thinking
and writing. The cards can be

The politics of
fear will not defeat
Trumpism

Politicians and pundits
who make electability the
sole criteria in nominating a
Democrat to defeat Trump
are allowing fear of this bully
to dictate the goals of their
campaign. Simply defeating
Trump alone will not provide
Democrats amandate for mean-
ingful change. Meaningful
change requires defeating the
“Trumpism” that has captured
the entire Republican Party.

Trump is just the symptom
of the economic disparity that
corrupts all our political life. It
is the entire Republican Party
that enables him to do that
and has just acquitted him of
the abuse of power that will
encourage him to continue
doing it. Assuming the fetal
position of the Democratic
“middle-of-the-roaders” will
not inspire the turnout of the
18 to 29 year-old millennial
demographic that votes 2 to 1
Democratic. It is those young
demographic voters, who have
so much on the line, that can
defeat not only Trump but
also the Republican senators,
representatives and governors
whose policies keep poor and
middle-class workers down.

A meaningful victory for
change requires a bold pro-
gressive campaign such as the
ones Senators Sanders and
Warren are running. This will
bring out decisive numbers
of millennials, nor should it
detour any real Democrats. For,
contrary to the opinions of Wall
Street Democrats, Bernie and
Elizabeth are notradical leftists.
They are what used to be called
FDR New Deal Democrats, the
real mainstream Democrats.
Real Democrats mustnot allow
fear of Trump to become fear
of real change. Middle-of the-
road “Politics of Goldilocks™ is
a fairy tale. Moderation in the
cause of economic and political
justice is not a virtue.

Larry A. Johnson

Duluth

hox at Writers’ Night Out

used in a variety of ways for oral
or written storytelling, working
alone or in a group, and mixing
it up in as many ways as you
can imagine. We wrote for one
five-minute period using words
from two character cards and two
action cards we had each chosen,
and then we passed a couple of
our cards to the person on our
right and continued the stories.
In another exercise, everybody
atthe table wrote using the same
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Setting the record
straight

In regards to the recent
article ‘Polar documentary to
be filmed near Ely’ published in
the Timberjay and the Ely Echo 1
feel the need to comment. First, I
think it’s significant to have this
eventhappening here in Ely and I
hopeit giveseveryone including
my grandchildren a glimpse into
the history of polar exploration.

The issue with the article
is that a part of the information
is inaccurate. Paul Schurke,
who was a member of the The
Steger International North Pole
Expedition, was interviewed
for the article. He appears to
have provided information that
indicates that I made footwear
for the expedition. This is not
true. The footwear worn on the
The Steger International North
Pole Expedition by Will Steger
and his team were native-made
mukluks generously donated
by the government of the then
Northwest Territories. The
overall performance of those
gifted native mukluks was mixed
atbest. Infact, team member Bob
Mantel suffered frost bitten toes
and had to be evacuated by air.

Of note though is that since
The Steger International North
Pole Expedition, my company
Steger Mukluks has made
mukluks and gear for all of Will
Steger’s other major expedi-
tions and training expeditions.
These include The Greenland
Crossing Expeditionin 1988, The
International TransAntarctica
Expedition in 1989/90, The
International Arctic Project
1996, Arctic Transect in 2004,
Baffin Island Global Warming
101 Expedition with Richard
Branson and Ed Viesturs in2007,
and The Steger 2008 Ellesmere

WRITING...Continued from page 4

cards, generating divergent
stories.

People may find themselves
writing more loosely than they
usually do, freed of the con-
straints of having to be logical
or reasonable, but in order to do
that, they have to silence their
inner critics and let the words
and ideas flow unhampered.
Surrounded by conspirators in
the imagination game, no one is
going to be judged for silliness,
non sequiturs, or outrageous
conclusions. Quite the opposite.
Mild-mannered Minnesotans
grin with glee and scribble
about gay cowboys singing in
cemeteries or frozen Finns who
lock themselves in the sauna and
refuse to come out until spring.

The empty white page
seldom causes writers’ block
because we have agreed to
be under the direction of the
benevolent dictators, and we
write at their command for the
designated time period. We write
without editing and little punc-
tuation, to keep the ink flowing.
Sometimes we can trick our

NYSTROM...continued from page 3

Letters from Readers

Island Expedition

My company Steger
Mukluks has sponsored these
and all subsequent expeditions
up to and including Will’s last
Solo Expeditionin2019. Overall
I'have sponsored Will for over 30
years. I’m happy to report there
have beenno frozen toes or other
feet parts since. Now you know,
happy mukluking!

Patti Steger

Steger Mukluks

Ely

It’s nonsense to raise
Greenwood levy

The Greenwood Town
Board has been making no sense
forawhile now and the thought of
approving a levy increase of 67
percentis just plain nonsense. In
June, the board turned away a
grant of $5,000 to replace an old
computer with a new high-end
computer to serve as a public
work station for citizens should
they lose their internet connec-
tion at home. Then in April, the
board decided to replace the
door to the clerk’s office with a
double door at a cost of $2,500.
This was done to supposedly
keep the public out of the clerk’s
office where they have done
their business for years. Most
recently (February), the board
had security cameras installed
in the clerk’s office at a cost of
$2,500. This foolish spending
andrefusal to accept grantdollars
demonstrates a lack of fiduciary
responsibility that should be
expected from our elected offi-
cials. Giving them more of our
tax dollars is nonsense and will
only make it worse.

JoAnn Bassing

Greenwood Twp

Nonprofits and
volunteers play a big
role in Ely

Ely has a strong culture of
volunteering: from a fifth-grad-
er who organized a campaign
to get donations of books for
every child in the elementary
school; to retirees who make
our Food Shelf a success; to
volunteers who monitor water
quality in area lakes; to the
crowd of people who make the
Ely Winter Festival a success,
bringing us lots of fun and vis-
itors; to sports supporters and
coaches, whoencourage Ely kids
to build skills, confidence and
have healthy fun; to the many
people who made the incredible
“Quiltmaker’s Gift” musical and
related events possible, again,
bringing lots of visitors to enjoy
themselves in Ely.

Volunteers make Ely a
richer place where people want
to live. As a mayoral candidate
said a few years ago, “Ely runs
on volunteers!” The Blueberry/
Arts Festival and the Harvest
Moon Festival benefit from vol-
unteer/nonprofit organizations
which encourage the myriad of
talented people who make Ely
their home. So, Chamber of
Commerce, please don’t throw
out the baby with the bathwa-
ter. Don’t cut off your nose to
spite our face. At our festivals,
people from far and near stop by
nonprofits’ booths, getinterested
in what they represent and get
involved. Some decide to move
here when they find out more
about us through those nonprof-
its. This is one of the ways that
Ely and the townships become
“wealthy” in people power—
which benefits all of us.

Emily Brown

Ely

Bloomberg has

relevant experience

Which presidential candi-
date has the best qualifications to
be President of the United States?
Consider the experience of the
former mayor of New York City,
withits population of 8.5 million,
geographic area of 468 square
miles and 300,000 employees. It
has the largest foreign population
of any city in the world and a
$1.9 trillion economy, ranking
12th among the world’s 195
sovereign countries. More than
a million students go to NYC’s
1,700 schools and the hospitals
handle 1.4 million patients. The
city has 35,000 police, 14,380
firefighters and EMTs, to name
only a few of the monumental
statistics.

The mayor of NYC is
constantly on the “firing line”
with face-to-face management
issues, the city’s many different
unions, public outcries, severe
weather conditions, economic
developments, building codes,
city transportation, dealing
with UN participants, heads of
departments, state legislators,
51 city council members (over
which he has veto powers), Port
Authority, 28,000 acres of parks,
9,555 acres of wildlife refuges,
health issues, and the people
below the poverty level, plus a
host of other issues.

Bloomberg, as mayor of
the city, had a reputation of
working 14-hour days and
seeking the very best qualified
people he could find for his
administration. Among his many
accomplishments, he brought
down crime rates, raised the
academic level of the schools,
improved the commuting time
for employees, raised the air
quality of the city, and attracted

corporations and hi-tech schools
to the city. He aided the creation
of nearly a half-million new jobs
in NYC and supported more than
10,000 small businesses. He alsc
increased the number of minority
and women-owned businesses
that could do business with New
York government by 450 percent.

As an indicator of his
popular success, the people of
New York City reelected him
Mayor for an exceptional third
four-year term.

He earned his wealth by
developing acomputerized news
and financial information system
onindividual terminals that were
sold throughout the world. The
proprietary terminals had an out-
standing reputation for accuracy,
relevance, and ease of operation

He poured his earnings into
Bloomberg Philanthropies. The
organization funds programs
in 510 cities in 129 countries
focusing on five areas: educa-
tion, environment, governmental
innovation, public health and the
arts. Bloomberg has a saying
“the man who dies rich, dies
disgraced.”

Bloomberg has the capa-
bilities and experiences tc
manage and work with large
and small organizations, not just
in the U.S., but throughout the
world. His previous experiences
with international relationships
will facilitate his ability to struc-
ture environmental, trade and
military alliances.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

fingers into writing things that
our mind wasn’t aware it was
wanting to say. Itis unlikely that
any pieces of polished writing
come out of these exercises, but
they may result in some juicy
starters for continued work and
can also light the way to more
innovate writing. Although I
think most writers would say that
they feel compelled to write, that
they express themselves better
and more easily in writing, and
that it may help them process
whatever is going on in their
lives, I’'m quite certain that the
majority would also agree that it
canbe agonizing facing aninitial
blank page, searching for just
the right word without sounding
pretentious, or trying to weave
disparate threads together for a
brilliant conclusion, followed by
editing out the superfluous, even
your favorite parts that you're
convinced are truly inspired.
Natalie Goldberg, well-
known author of Writing Down
the Bones, uses prompts and
timed writings regularly, not
just in workshops she teaches,

but also in her own writing. She
might give herself an hour, for
example, to work on the next
piece for her book, decide where
she wants her character(s) to be
when she finishes, and choose
some words at random from her
personal word box to include.
How do you introduce sardines
into a trip across North Dakota?

It occurred to me that the
process could be very useful in
other aspects of our lives. Of
course, I’'m not the first one to
think of that. Billions of dollars
are spent on workshops and self-
help books and online seminars
by willing participants who want
to learn how to do their lives
differently, better, with more
direction, creativity, and success.
But, if we take this Storymatic®
technique and apply it, we might
save ourselves a lot of money
and time... and even have more
fun doing it.

For example, instead of
whining and procrastinating
about having to clean the house,
whatif youinvited a friend over,
each drew a character and an

action card, and tackled the task
at hand in character? You might
want a set of cards with your
friends’ names on them to make
the asking more random and
another set with services you’re
willing to barter. Dinner for two?
Mop the floors? Take care of the
kids or dogs for a night?

Or, what if, when you’re
facing a chore you’re dread-
ing, like doing your taxes, you
take a break to pick two cards
that might say, “Sing the Star-
Bangled Banner” “robustly” or
“read the weather forecast” “like
a rapper.” Derailing your usual
mode may just make you laugh
ordecide you’lldo your taxes dif-
ferently, perhaps work on them
for 45 minutes and take a break
to call a friend. Then another 45
minutes, another friend. Figure
out your deductions to get your
favorite take-out meal. Is there
someone in yourlife who pushes
your buttons? Try choosing an
attitude card or an action card
that might help shift the energy.
Warning: this could take a few
draws.

George Lakoff, who wrote
“Don’t Think of an Elephant”,
predicted Donald Trump’s
election win within one percent.
He repeatedly has said that
people vote their values, not
their self-interest. He explains
that “ideas don’t float in the air,
they live in your neuro-circuit-
ry” and activating the neural
circuits imbeds the ideas deeper,
as I have written about before.
He tried to warn the Hillary
Clinton campaign that focusing
onrationality, facts, and policies
wouldn’t stand up against the
Republicans’ targeting voters’
subconscious worldview, but
they wouldn’t listen, wrapped
in their own worldview and
imbedded ideas.

I’ve read other political
pundits warning progressives
not to do things in the same old
way, expecting different results.
What action cards can we draw
to change up the dialogue and
jumpstart a different outcome?
Bring yourideas and resolutions
to acaucus near you on Tuesday,
Feb. 25 at 7 p.m.

the mining history of the
region. “I think we have
to do everything possible
to keep HibTac open,”
she said.

“In reviewing Twin
Metals and the way it
has been proposed, in its
current form, I believe
that it poses too much of
a threat to the BWCA as it
sits right now, and I can’t
support it as it is because
of the environmental threat
thatitposestothe BWCA,”
Nystrom said.

She asserted that she
is “not opposed to cop-
per-nickel mining across
the board,” but believes
in the “not this mine, not

this location” philosophy Eighth District.” to offset those costs. That
of the current form of the hurts our schools even
Twin Metals proposal. Other issues more,” she added.

She welcomed more
conversations on the
divisive issue. “I don’t
feel comfortable being
a rubber stamp on the
project,” Nystrom said.
“Sometimes, I have felt
that Rep. Stauber is just
a rubber stamp. I believe
my job is to look at every
single project that would
come in front of me and
look at the safety and
environmental issues, and
a plethora of different
things. That’s how I have
always been, and that’s
what I will do for the

Nystrom stressed the
importance of public edu-
cation funding. “Back in
the 1970s when the federal
government mandated that
public school districts
must support special edu-
cation students, they also
agreed to fund public
schools for that,” she said.

“Unfortunately, the
federal government has
never fully funded the
program, and over the
years, school districts have
seen an increase in special
education needs and must
now use their general fund

The issue of dark
money in politics is
another issue Nystrom
said she feels strongly
about. “There is a huge
underlying issue in the
Citizens United decision
made 10 years ago,” she
said. “I would implore
all of you to look at what
corporations give money
to what candidates. I have
taken a pledge that I am
not going to take a penny
from any health insurance
organization or PAC, nor
pharmaceutical company,
because I believe if I am

saying I want to fix our
healthcare system, I don’t
want my hands tied behind
my back.”

She maintained her
attack on Rep. Stauber. “I
find it personally an issue
that (the congressman)
takes so much money from
corporations,” she said.
“You can all go online and
see how much that is. It is
a lot, in my opinion, and I
think that is a conflict of
interest.”

Nystrom added that
diversifying economic
opportunities includes
expanding rural broadband
internet. “There are so
many people who want to

open small businesses or
want to be consultants,”
she said. “There are many
businesses who want to
give employees telecom-
muting opportunities to
work from home. Many
people would love to live
here in Ely and still do
their work online, and need
equitable access around
the Eighth District.”

Affordable housing
and access to childcare are
alsopartof Nystrom’s eco-
nomic development trian-
gle innorthern Minnesota.
“Both parents have to goto
work to afford their home,
butthey can’t getchildcare
in our area,” she said.
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A love of reading runs in the family

New school librarian following in the footsteps of her grandmother

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER-SOUDAN- The
name of this year’s library as-
sistant at Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary may seem a little fa-
miliar, and for good reason.

Sabrina Larson is the
granddaughter of long-time
school library aide Fran Lar-
son, who retired from the posi-
tion last year.

“The first librarian I
worked for was Mr. Hach,”
Fran said.

Fran was not a librarian by
training but was one by pas-
sion.

“I liked everything about
working in the library,” Fran
said. “The first thing is that I’ve
always loved books. But the
best part of the job was con-
necting with the children.”

Fran has loved libraries
since she was a young child
and has fond memories of the
librarian in her hometown of
Buhl. Fran said she usually
won the summer library read-
ing contest, where -children
needed to read books and then
give a description to the librari-
an to earn stickers.

“I just about beat every-
body,” Fran said, but the li-
brarian eventually got tired of
hearing the summaries of ev-
ery single book she had waded
through.

“Francine,” she told me,
“I don’t have to hear the book
from cover to cover. I believe
that you’ve read them!”

That librarian eventually
moved to Tower, after marry-
ing a local Burgess boy, and the
two remained friends.

Sabrina also has loved li-
braries, and reading, since she
was little.

She recently graduated
from University of Wisconsin-
Superior, with a degree in his-
tory, but last year worked as a
paraprofessional at TS Elemen-
tary. She also was hired as a li-
brary clerk at the Gilbert Public
Library, and this year is split-
ting her time between the Gil-
bert Library and Tower-Soudan
Elementary.

Sabrina got her first taste
of working in a library when
she helped her grandmother out
during her high school study
hall time. That experience,
coupled with advice as needed
from Fran, is serving her well
as she tackles the elementary
library duties.

This year Sabrina has been
working to update the school’s
collection, taking advantage of
programs that donate books to
school libraries. She has also
weeded out outdated and worn-
out books, added to the collec-
tion’s easy readers and non-fic-
tion sections, and started some
new reward and recognition
programs for student readers.

Sabrina said some of the
best moments on the job are
when she can connect a young
reader to books on a subject
that interests them. Last week
she worked with a student who
wanted to learn more about
space, and then patiently lis-
tened to all he had learned,
when he returned his books the
following week.

Christmas-themed books
are still on the top of the list
for her youngest readers in
Kindergarten and first grade.
Third-graders all seem to be
working their way through the
many books in the “The Secrets
of Droon” series, she said.

One of her goals is to find
the perfect fit for students who
are more reluctant readers.

“They just haven’t found
the right book yet,” Sabrina
said, “and often the reading
level of a book is a fit for a stu-
dent, but the subject matter is
not.”

Finding a book that fits
isn’t that hard for Sabrina her-
self.

“I like a little bit of every-
thing,” she said, citing, fiction,
historical fiction, mysteries, ad-
ventures, and of course history,
since that is what she chose to
study in college.

One of Sabrina’s all-time
favorite books is the young
adult novel “The Invention of

Hugo Cabret,” by writer/illus-
trator Brian Selznick, who also
wrote the young adult novel
“Wonderstruck,” which is par-
tially set on Minnesota’s north
shore. Another favorite author
from her childhood is Mildred
Taylor, who wrote “Roll of
Thunder, Hear Me Cry,” along
with many other titles.

Sabrina is also a great fan
of audiobooks, and the Over-
drive service provided by the
Arrowhead Library System,
which offers free access to au-
dio titles. Right now, she is lis-
tening to a John Sandford book,

“Saturn Run,” which is a sci-fi
thriller set almost 50 years in
the future.

Sabrina said the school li-
brary isn’t just a place to find
a book but is also a safe space
to just sit and relax and read.
“It really calms kids down,”
she said. “It’s the best kind of a
quiet space.”

Sabrina has rearranged
the back corner of the library
into a reading nook, with a
small round table and chairs,
and posters on the wall at the
eye height of her students.
“It’s like the one I remember

Above: Fran Larson
stopped in the library to
visit with Sabrina.

Left: Sabrina hands out
books to first-graders.
photos by J. Summit

from the school I went to when
I was young,” she said.

February is “I Love to
Read” month, and students are
logging their reading minutes
and participating in special
reading-related activities all
month long. On Friday, Feb.
14, which was the 100th day
of school, multi-grade teams
of students were out in the
hallways, reading through 100
books and then writing the ti-
tles on posters on the hallway
wall. Once they hit that goal,
they were treated to pancakes,
a Tower-Soudan Elementary
100th day of school tradition.

Students also have reading
goals through the Accelerated
Reader program, and a new in-
centive programs lets students
earn raffle tickets (redeemed
for prizes).

MAIN STREET

City removes Main Street waste hins

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

Business and household trash becomes a burden for the city’s tight budget

TOWER — Apparent
abuse of city waste bins,
that have been a fixture
on Main Street here for
years, has prompted city
officials to remove the
bins, at least for now.

City  clerk-treasur-
er Victoria Ranua made
the decision to pull the
bins after learning from
city maintenance staff

CookVFW
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that most of the trash ap-
peared to be coming from
local businesses and pri-
vate residents who were
putting their household
trash in the bins rather
than utilizing the Soudan
Canister Site.

Ranua debated
whether or not the coun-
cil should decide the is-
sue in an open meeting,
but because MnDOT had
just removed all the side-
walk snow, she said it
was an ideal time for the
maintenance department
to remove the bins and
so city staff decided to go
ahead.

Ranua  questioned

whether it was worth the
time of the maintenance
department to collect,
haul, and pay for the dis-
posal of trash if it was
primarily generated by
Main Street businesses.
She said that bar patrons
would often throw away
their food and beverage
containers in the city’s
waste bins and that such
trash would more appro-
priately be the responsi-
bility of the individual
businesses. Adding to the
concern is the cost to the
cash-strapped city of dis-
posing of a considerable
amount of trash on a reg-
ular basis.

“Talking with main-
tenance staff, it wasn’t
trash from passersby,”
said Ranua. “We don’t
have the resources to be
disposing of the trash of
businesses and individ-
uals, so by removing the
trash cans it saves our
staff time to focus on
other aspects and it saves
money on trash disposal
costs,” she said.

Ranua mentioned
Vermilion Fuel and Food
as an example of a busi-
ness that does have its
own waste bins. “They
have been paying for
their own trash and the
other businesses haven’t

since the city has been
providing the service,”
she said.

The disappearance
of the public waste bins
hasn’t been without con-
sequence. It appears to
have prompted a local
resident to stuff rotten
food into a paper recy-
cling bin at the Tow-
er Post Office, which
prompted post office of-
ficials to remove that bin
until further notice.

Similarly, Good OI’
Days owner Randy Semo
found that some residents
began throwing their
trash in the waste basket
at the laundromat, which

Semo owns and oper-
ates. After speaking with
Mayor Orlyn Kringstad,
the two decided the city
would return the waste
bin that used to sit in front
of Good OI’ Days, and
that Semo will assume re-
sponsibility for emptying
and bringing the trash to
the dump each week.

Ranua said that the
rest of the public waste
bins will stay off the
streets for the foreseeable
future, but if people are
concerned or if litter in-
creases, the city will like-
ly reexamine the issue.

( Happy Birthday h
CHLOE

13 Years

Love, Lacie & Ellie
\_ J

Pasty fundrais-
er on Sunday
at Inmanuel

Lutheran

TOWER- Pastor Liz
Cheney is leading her
seventh team to Guate-
mala at the end of March.
There have been six
teams that have traveled
through Recycled Lives
since Cheney started as
pastor at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church in 2014.
This small team of three
is looking forward to
making a big difference
as they work to complete
projects such as construct
bunk beds and cook

stoves, lead Bible study
and children’s activities,
make social visits, and
check in on previous
families from past trips.

There will be a fund-
raiser on Sunday, Feb. 23
at Immanuel Lutheran to
help raise funds for these
projects. A pasty meal
will be served from 11:30
a.m.— 2 p.m. Frozen pas-
ties will be available for
sale that day as well.

To learn more about
the upcoming trip or fu-
ture mission team oppor-
tunities you can contact
Pastor Liz at 218-780-
8907.

Chimpy’s Skating
Parties on
Saturday and

Sunday

SOUDAN:-Chimpy’s
Skating Parties are now
underway. Stop by the
Soudan Skating Rink on
Saturday, Feb. 22 from
12 noon - 2 p.m., and on
Sunday, Feb. 23 from 12
noon - 2 p.m.This week’s
parties are sponsored by
Matt and Mindy Tuchel
and family, Pastor Greg
Anderson, and A & W
Pop Company.

These  community
family-friendly  events

welcome skaters of all
ages. The warming shack
has loaner skates in most
sizes and boot skaters
are also welcome. Adult
volunteers are needed to
help supervise skaters
outdoors as well as to
help serve the hot food
indoors.

The skating rink
warming shack is open
daily, weekdays from 4
p-m. until closing, and
weekends from 11 a.m. to
closing. The rink will be
closed due to inclement
weather, and will be post-
ed in such instances.
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TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

100th day pancakes

Tower-Soudan Elementary celebrated the 100th day
of school on Feb. 14 with a school-wide reading
blitz, reading 100 books, and then by eating many
hundreds of pancakes cooked to order by their
teachers! Pictured at right: Kindergarten students
each had a personalized 100th day t-shirt. Pictured
are Alayah and Kaleelah. Bottom: (from left) Gus,
Blake and Dylan are asked if they want any more
pancakes. Below: Luca (at left) still has plenty of
pancake eating to go, while Jayden has already fin-
ished up his plate. photos by J. Summit

LENTEN TRADITIONS

St. Martin’s Mardi Gras celebration on Feh. 21

TOWER- St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church in Tower will once
again be hosting a Mardi Gras cel-
ebration on Friday, Feb. 21. Fun
for the whole family begins at 5
p-m. and goes until 8§ p.m. It’s an
open house style event — come
when you want and stay as long as
you want.

Drawings will be held through-
out the evening — 6:15 p.m., 6:45
p.m.,7:15 p.m., and 7:45 p.m. You
must be present to win one of the
door prizes. A prize will be given
for the best costume. Kids each
receive one free drawing ticket,

adults pay $1 for each ticket.
There will be a kids’ activity
area to keep them busy and occu-
pied. An art project for all children
will be done at 6:30 p.m., followed
with a Cupcake Walk at 6:50 p.m.
The pifiata will be back again this
year — breaking of the pifiata is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Each child re-
ceives a treat bag at the door.
Bingo will return again — be-
ginning at 6:45 p.m. Cost for bingo
is $5 for 10 games. New this year
is a Cribbage Tournament. Crib-
bage will be played in teams of
two; each player pays $10 to enter,

winning team takes home half of
the pot. For this event we ask that
you sign up with Maryann (753-
4310).

There will be a cash bar for
adult beverages and lots of food.
Some of the items you will find on
the menu: jambalaya, chili, a vari-
ety of meatballs and wings, Mardi
Gras meringues, meat cheese tray
with crackers, and more.

The cost is a freewill offering.
We hope that you will join us for
this feast before Lent.

Shrove Tuesday meal on Feh. 25 at St. James

Pancake meal dates back to 1445, an English Lenten tradition

TOWER- In September 1992,
Rev. Richard Blood accepted the
call to minister at St. James Pres-
byterian Church in Tower. In 1994,
Rev. Blood and St. James Session
agreed that Vacation Bible School
was badly needed in the area,
and that it would take a sizeable
amount of money to accomplish
the project. A fundraiser was need-
ed. The idea was brought up to
have a pancake and sausage meal,
and that it would fit well to have
the first one be on Shrove Tuesday
in 1995.

That first meal was very well
received by the local Tower-Sou-

Wednesday, Feb. 26; March 18

11:00-11:30 a.m.

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club

dan community, and it has been
served every year since. This year
is the 25th anniversary and St.
James thanks everyone who has
made the project such a success.
Traditionally, on Shrove Tues-
day, families clear the refrigerator
of fats, butter, and eggs— foods that
were forbidden during the aus-
tere time of Lent. The first known
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Day was
in 1445 in Buckinghamshire, En-
gland. The day is commemorated
with a Pancake Day Race. The race
came about when a woman cook-
ing pancakes heard the shriving
bell summoning her to confession.

Soudan Gani

Greenwood Town Hall 12:00-12:30 p.m. ~ Monday §am
Soudan Fire Hall 1:45-3:00 p.m. Wed. 8am
Tower Civic Center 3:15-4:15 p.m. gm:;y Bam
Embarrass, Four Corners 5:15-6:00 p.m. ’

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Expanded hours year-round

For info: 1-800-450-9278

She ran to church wearing her
apron and still carrying her frying
pan, and thus without knowing it,
started a tradition that has lasted
for over 500 years.

This year’s Shrove Tuesday
meal will be served on Tuesday,
Feb. 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
St. James, for a freewill donation.
Take-outs are available. Proceeds
will be divided equally between
Chimpy’s Skating Parties and
the VBS sponsored jointly by St.
James and Immanuel Lutheran.

ster  Hwy. 77 Ganister
Winter hours now in effect

.-5p.m.  Thursday 12p.m.-5p.m.

.-5p.m.  Sunday 12p.m.-5p.m.

.-5p.m.

.-5p.m. Recycling canisters available

at the canister site when open.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

AEOA Senior

Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All
meals include salad bar,
fruit, choice of bever-
age, and dessert.

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before,
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.
Take-outs are available.
Seniors age 60 and older
who have registered for
the program and their
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per
meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines.

Meals are served
from 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call
the school at 218-300-
1447 for reservations,
or call AEOA at 1-800-
662-5711 ext. 7323 for
the one-time registration
process.

Homebound seniors
can sign up for meal
delivery. To register for
Meals on Wheels, or
for more information,
please call AEOA Se-
nior Nutrition at 218-
735-6899.

Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is March 17.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Breitung Town Board-
12 noon on Feb. 25 at the
town hall.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Week of Feb. 24 Thursday

Monday-  Chicken | AA Meeting- Lake
Noodle  Soup, Bread | Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
Stick 6:30 p.m. at Immanuel

Tuesday-  Breaded | Lutheran Church, Tower,
Pollock, Baked Potato, | yse the rear side door
Bread Stick entrance.

Wednesday- Ham-
K}Il;fﬁé d Pcft};?(:;};, Digz:; Vermilion Country Sc_hool
Roll, Corn Board- Annual meeting

Thursday-  Pulled | on Feb. 27 at5 p.m,, fol-
Pork Sandwich, Tater lowing the regular board
Tots meeting at 4 p.m.

Friday- Pigs in a

Blanket, Baked Beans
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Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

AA -7 p.m. Mondays,
and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, First
Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St,, Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, St. Anthony
Church basement, Ely
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Tower
by appointment.

Call 365-3359, 827-3232,
or 1-800-662-5711.

Tuesday Group

schedule

ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group
scheduleis listed below.
All talks are at 12 noon
on Tuesday atthe Grand
Ely Lodge.

Feb. 25 - Pam
Brunfelt - Iron Range
Historian

Ely Free Clinic

ELY - The Ely
Community Health
Center is open every
Thursday evening from
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU
Building, 111 S 4th
Ave. E.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678, or visit their
website, www.elycom-
munityhealth.org.

Game night

ELY - Smear tour-
naments are held the first
and third Mondays, and
cribbage tournaments
are held the second and
fourth Mondays at the
Ely Senior Center, 27
S First Ave E, starting
at 6 p.m.

Caucus night is Tuesday

ELECTION 2020

Presidential primary set for March 3; townships meet March 10

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - While early
voting is underway here
for the March 3 Minnesota
presidential primary, local
precinct caucuses are still
on and set for Tuesday,
Feb. 25 at Vermilion
Community College.

As in past election
years, Democrats and
Republicans will gather
to elect delegates to their
respective county conven-
tion, consider resolutions
,and address other issues.

Both parties will
gather at 7 p.m. Tuesday at
VCC. Registration begins
at 6:30 p.m. The DFL will
select delegates to send

to the county convention,
slated for April 18 in
Hermantown.

More information
about caucus locations
can be accessed at the
Minnesota Secretary of
State website, www.cau-
cusfinder.sos.state.mn.us.

Early voting at Ely
City Hall continues
Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Early
voting will also be avail-
able on Saturday, Feb. 29
from 10 a.m., to 3 p.m. and
on Monday, March 2 from
8 am. to 5 p.m.

Regular balloting will
be held on Tuesday March
3,atthe Ely Senior Center,
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Only city residents can

participate in early voting
at City Hall. Residents of
the surrounding townships
must contact the county
auditor’s office to obtain
absentee ballots.

According to Ely
Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowski, voters must
first fill out an absen-
tee ballot application.
“Once we receive that,
the ballot will be given
to the voter,” he said. For
more information, call
City Hall, 218-365-3224,
or email deputyclerk@
ely.mn.us.

Voters can also
apply for a ballot or reg-
ister for the primary on
the Secretary of State’s
website at www.sos.state.

mn.us.

Morse and Fall Lake
townships will hold elec-
tions and their respec-
tive annual meetings
on Tuesday, March 10.
Annual meetings are held
for residents to decide on
budget, property tax levy,
and other issues.

In Morse Township,
supervisor Bob Berrini
is running unopposed for
another three-year term.

InFallLakeTownship,
incumbent Rod Gruba is
not seeking re-election.
Three candidates, Dean
Barrett, Chad Davis, and
Eric Hart. are running for
a three-year term on the
board.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2020

a theme around snow
winter festival fun ends

big build toward spring

in Tower, Minnesota.

Publisher
General Manager
Ely Editor
Cook-Orr Editor
Staff Writer
Office Manager
Graphics

Ad Sales

ISD 707.

Commerce.

edition.

year or $10 per month.

www.timberjay.com.

Official Newspaper:

City of Tower, City of Orr, Townships of
Bearville, Crane Lake, Eagles Nest, Embarrass,
Kugler, Vermilion Lake, Field, Morcom, Leiding,

3, the TIMBERJAY

™ The Ely Timberjay is pub-
lished weekly on Friday by The
Timberjay, Inc. Offices are at 414
Main St.,
MN 55790 [218-753-2950], and PO Box 718,
Ely, MN 55731 [218-365-3114]. Fax number is
218-753-2916. E-mail address is editor@timber-
jay.com. Visit our website: www.timberjay.com.

Entered as Periodicals at the Post Office

P.O. Box 636, Tower,

POSTMASTER: Send

address changes to: The Timberjay, P.O. Box
636, Tower, MN 55790. Three award-winning
community editions are published each week for
Tower/Soudan, Cook/Orr, and Ely.

Marshall Helmberger
Jodi Summit

Keith Vandervort
David Colburn
Stephanie Ukkola

M. M. White

Scarlet Lynn Stone
Jay Greeney

William Stone

Member: Minnesota Newspaper Association,
Lake Vermilion Resort Association,
Vermilion Area Chamber of Commerce, Ely
Chamber of Commerce, Laurentian Chamber of

Lake

Subscriptions Available:
St. Louis County:
$52 year. We accept VISA/Mastercard/Discover.
Please specify Tower/Soudan, Cook/Orr or Ely

$37 year Elsewhere:

NOTE: Changes of address must be sent or
called in to the Tower office. Out-of-state deliv-
ery may take 2-3 weeks. For prompt out-of-state
delivery try the First Class Subscription: $100

Read the entire paper on-line every week.
On-line subscriptions cost $29.95/year; details at
Moving? Questions about your subscription?

Call the Tower office at (218) 753-2950.

© Copyrighted in its entirety 2020

Above:

Left:

Young snowmobile racers zoomed around an oval track
and headed toward the checkered flag on Shagawa
Lake in Ely recently during an event sponsored by the
Kids Championship Power Racing Organization.

Kayla Larsen took a break on her brother’s sled while
Logan wasn’t looking. photos by K. Vandervort

»Friday,Feb.21at11
a.m. - Preschool Storytime
- A regular preschool sto-
rytime featuring stories,
early literacy activities,
and lots of fun We end
with an optional craft that
ties into the week’s theme.
This week will be skating.

» Friday, Feb. 21
at 3:30 p.m. - Pinterest
Projects - This is part of a
series of programs based
on a crafting theme. This
month, the theme is All
About Beads. This is the
perfect craft session for
you if you find yourself
pinning lots of ideas on
Pinterest that you never go
back and use. The library
will supply materials. This
program is sponsored by
Friends of the Library.

»Friday, Feb.28at 11
a.m. - Preschool Storytime

— A regular preschool sto-
rytime featuring stories,
early literacy activities,
and lots of fun We end
with an optional craft
that ties into the week’s
theme. This week will be
Dr. Seuss.

>»Friday, Feb. 28 at
3:30 p.m. - NASA@My
Library Rover Races for
grades 2-4 - Find out
how NASA scientists
program robots to explore
the surface of anew world.
We’ll talk about basic con-
cepts and then divide into
teams for participants to
try “exploring” a surface
in a couple of different
ways. Must pre-register
for this program. This
program is part of our
NASA @My Library part-
nership. The NASA@
My Library project is led

by the National Center
for Interactive Learning
at the Space Science
Institute. Partners
include the American
Library Association
(ALA) Public Programs
Office, Pacific Science
Center, Cornerstones of
Science, and Education
Development Center.
NASA@My Library is
made possible through
the support of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
(NASA) Science Mission
Directorate as part of
its STEM Activation
program.

»Tuesday, March 3,
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Book
Tasting - What’s your
favorite flavor of litera-
ture? Stop in during the
library’s open hours and

try asample of one or more
literary flavors/genres.
You might discover that
you have a taste for new
types of reading! This is
a Read Across America
event!

» Thursday, March
5 at 1 p.m. - Film Fiesta
for teens and adults -
Watch one of the library’s
films projected onto a
larger screen. We’ll have
popcornready for you,and
you are welcome to bring
your own non-alcoholic
beverage to enjoy. (And,
if the movie doesn’t hold
your interest, we won’ttell
if you take a little siesta in
the middle.) Our title for
this month is “Back to the
Future.” This program is
sponsored by Friends of
the Library.
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Sunday. A skinny ski/fat tire race, top, was held

last weekend at the Hidden Valley Ski Area.
Former Ely resident Nancy Scheibe, left, helped
create a snow sculpture marking 100 years of

| women'’s suffrage efforts. Van and the Free

Candies entertained at the LumberJack and
Lumberdill partry at Piragis Northwoods Co.
The Ely ArtWalk featured window displays all
over the downtown area. photos by K. Vandervort

ELY - The Donald
G. Gardner Humanities
Trust will have two grant
rounds again this year
for local artists and arts
organizations.

Part of the job of board
members and the execu-
tive director is to review
each grant based on the
Trust’s review criteria.

“What’s sohard it that
Ely is a small community
where most of us know
each other,” said Keiko
Williams, executive direc-
tor. “So while we try to be
objective and look at just
what s written or proposed
in a grant narrative, it is
sometimes hard not to
bring up personal feelings
or knowledge about an
artist or project during a
discussion.”

The Trust’s review
process is being updated
this year to help board
members assess applica-
tions more consistently
and fairly. This updated
process is part of the
Trust’s ongoing work to
keep its grant program as
current and effective as
possible.

The Trust’s review
criteria have been adapted

OUR COMMUNITY
Gardner Trust: What is the process to review a grant?

to fit into three categories
that will be weighted by
importance, Williams said.
“Forinstance, how well an
artist or project provides
Community Impact will
now be worth 40 percent
of the total grant rating.
Artistic Quality, Meritand
Need are worth 30 percent
of the total grant rating,
and Ability/Feasibility of
the projectis also worth 30
percent,” she said.

Grant review

criteria

COMMUNITY
IMPACT (40 percent)

»Project brings new
opportunities or events to
the community.

»Project provides a
measurable benefit to the
community.

» Project has
Educational Quality —
expands knowledge/
appreciation of the fine
arts.

»The Trust encour-
ages projects that impact
or engage children and
families.

»The Trustencourag-
es collaboration between
artists and organizations.

ARTISTIC QUAL-
ITY,MERIT,NEED (30
percent)

» Artistic quality is
based on the quality of
the artists involved in the
project.

> A project demon-
strates merit by being
closely aligned to the
artistic/organization goals
and current abilities, or the
anticipated impact of the
opportunity on the artist’s/
organization’s work or
career.

> Artist/organization
must demonstrate/clearly
outline how this project
will enhance development
of artists or that of the
audience it serves.

ABILITY/FEAS-
IBILITY (30 percent)

» The artist/organi-
zation must demonstrate
an ability to accomplish
the project or program as
described.

» Ability is demon-
strated by providing
evidence of a planning
process, the qualifications
of the artistic person-
nel (resumes), publicity
efforts and previous suc-
cessful efforts carried out
by the artist/organization.

»Is the budget fea-
sible?

»Does the artist/orga-
nizationdescribe adequate
plansto let the publicknow
about the project.

“Individual artists
should note that their
application guidelines lists
examples of how an artist
might provide community
impact or give back to the
community as part of their
grant award,” Williams
said.

Youth interested in
the Youth Grant program
must contact the Trust
office by Friday, Feb. 21
to set up a grant review
meeting. “This is achance
for the youth applicant to
get helpful feedback in
writing their application
narrative,” she said.

The deadline for final
grant applications to be
submitted is 12 noon on
Tuesday, March 17,2020.

Any questions or
concerns about the grant
program or the Trust can
be directed to Williams
at 218-365-2639 or
info@gardnertrust.org.
Office hours are gen-
erally on Mondays and
Wednesdays.

Foreign policy series continues Feh. 27

ELY - Session three of the Great Decisions foreign
policy discussion will be held Thursday, Feb. 27, from
4 to 5:30 p.m.

The meeting, which takes place in Room CL 124
at Vermillion Community College, is free and open to
the public.

Study guides are available to purchase at the Front
Porch for $35 each. There are also copies available to
read at the public library.

The topic for discussion will be Red Sea Security.

Learn to drive defensively

ELY - Ely State Farm Insurance agent Lindsey
Keen is hosting a defensive driving class on Saturday,
Feb. 29, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Grand Ely Lodge.

Cost for the class is $10, and completion of the
course saves participants 10 percent on auto insurance
for three years at a time.

You do not need to be a State Farm Customer to
partake or to receive the discount. Tell a friend. Free
coffee and doughnuts will be available.

Call 218-365-5104 to register, and pay at the door.

Subscribe to the Timberjay 218-753-2950

i ' ‘ 3
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The Ely High School Nordic ski team was
forced to wait an extra day last week to com-
pete at the State Ski Meet at Giants Ridge.
With temperatures forecast to hover around
zero or below on Thursday, the meet was
pushed to Friday. The boys took fourth over-
all, and the girls team was ninth. Competitors
included Ana Bercher, Ethan Bremner, Zoe
Devine, Kalyssa Eilrich, Jon Hakala, Phoebe
Helms, Jasper Johnston, Micah Larson,

Nate Nettifee, Raif Olson, Brooke Pasmick,
Gabriel Pointer, Julia Schwinghamer, Cedar
Ohlhauser, and alternates Sidney Durkin and
Cora Olson. submitted photo

Denald C.
Gardner
Humanities
Trust

We are now accepting

2020 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Tues., March 17

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact
Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by early March
for help and review of their applications.

Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust org

Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Friday, Feb. 21 to
schedule a grant review meeting.
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Halftime extravaganzas at North Woods

= NMNorth Woods/
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Little hoopsters

North Woods Elementary girls
enthusiastically took to the court
to show off their basketball skills
during halftime of the Grizzlies
home game on Thursday against
Ely.

Top left: Second-grader Lauren
Hampson dribbles up the court
flanked by teammates Sarah
Koch, second grade, and Josey
Pascuzzi, first grade, as defender
Olivia Baumgartner, third grade,

| gives pursuit.

Top right: Third-grader River
Deatherage prepares to launch a
shot over a nearby defender.

Middle right: Josey Pascuzzi cra-
dles the ball as she looks for an
open teammate.

Bottom right: Second-grader

Kady Scofield applies defensive

pressure against Josey Pascuzzi.

ShakKing it up

Left: Macy Viita, a senior at North
Woods High School, takes cen-
ter stage with her competition
dance team from Stephanie’s
Dance in Hibbing as they per-
form at halftime of the Grizzly
boys basketball game on Friday.

photos by C. Stone

GRIZZLIES PARENTS NIGHT

Parents Night at Thursday’s game against Ely included special recogni-
tion of team co-captains. Pictured are, upper left, junior Brynn Simpson

and parents Dawn and Troy Simpson; upper right, senior Kennedy

Wardas and parents Sandy and Jason Wardas; and, lower right, senior

Sasha Strong and parents Corey Strong and Teresa Knifechief.

photos by C. Stone

Long-Term Disability

Steve Fields

Minnesota Attorney Social Security Disability H E R E

o FIELDS 218-824-0093
EALLE www.GetFields.com

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?
Contact Us Today Bead
For Free Advice
Workers' Compensation II
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JOHN
VUKMANICH

Last week you may
have read about “I Love
to Read” month at North
Woods Elementary. One
component of our reading
festivities was a special
visit from a local chil-
dren’s author, Dana Sand-
ers. We were very fortu-
nate to have this special
treat right here at North
Woods School!

I myself always fan-
tasized about being a
writer. As a student, I
had excellent writing in-
structors. The two that
stand out are my Junior
and Senior year English
teachers at Virginia High
School. As an eleventh
grader, I had Tom Mo-
eller for English. Mr. Mo-
eller was not only a big
influence as an English
teacher, but also was a
person who would do
well on the game show
“Jeopardy.” He knew a
LOT about many differ-
ent topics: music, sports,
and history, along with
writing and literature.
We read classic novels
such as “The Grapes of
Wrath” and “Exodus.”
He wused extraordinary
words, large words that

Author drops in for "I Love to Read” event

needed to be looked up.
All along, he was sim-
ply trying to expand our
vocabulary. He had an
added “cool factor” as a
guitar player in a classic
rock band, “Doc and the
Surgeons.” Imagine your
English teacher playing
guitar at the homecoming
dance!

My senior English
teacher was Tony Turk.
The class was actually
called Senior Writing,
and we wrote a paper ev-
ery week, all year long.
We had to choose a topic
and make an outline one
day, submit rough drafts
another day, and the paper
was due at the end of the
week. We kept all of our
papers in a folder that I
still have. Mr. Turk was a
character, to say the least,
but I truly thank him for
the gift he gave us: The
ability to communicate
and express ourselves
in writing. He has long
since passed away, but I
think he knew the impres-
sion that he made. I was
fortunate enough to be on
the same high school fac-
ulty with him at Virginia
for a couple years.

When I was con-
tacted by Dana Sanders
regarding a possible vis-
it, I thought right away,
“What a great opportuni-
ty for our students!” So,
we set up a book reading
to our second and third
grade classes in the li-
brary at North Woods.
The kids truly seemed
to love the experience.
They were attentive and

inquisitive. They asked
questions about the char-
acters and the storyline
and commented on many
intricate details of the
book, proof that they
were indeed listening and
soaking up the experi-
ence.

Dana’s book, “The
Hidden Treasure of the
Sax-Zim Bog,” is an ad-
venture-based story set in
the Zim area, home of the
Sax-Zim Bog. Children
Leo and Lucy, accom-
panied by their Grand-
mother, go hiking in the
bog. During the course of
a game of “I-Spy,” they
become involved in an
incredible adventure to
find the treasure, meeting
sea creatures and pirates
along the way.

Sanders grew up in
the Side Lake area of Lit-
tle Sturgeon Lake. She is
a Hibbing High School
graduate and has roots in
the Cook area as owner
and operator of the Com-
et Theatre for several
years. I asked Dana a few
questions, and I am very
appreciative of the oppor-
tunity to get to know her.

What started your
interest in writing?

Ever since I was a
child, I have always had a
passion for writing. As a
young girl, I would write
poems and short stories.
As a teen and adult, I
excelled in reading and
creative writing and spent
a lot of time journaling
thoughts, feelings, and
experiences which led
to many human-interest

articles and my first pub-
lished children’s book.
Were there teachers
along the way who were
an inspiration for you?
My second-grade
teacher, Mrs. White, at
Jefferson Elementary
School in Hibbing played
an instrumental role in
my growth and devel-

opment in reading and |

writing. She made learn- [/

ing fun. She orchestrated |

a soft and friendly ap-
proach to teaching with
the understanding that
children learned at differ-

ent levels. She instilled ¥

compassion, self-confi-
dence, and innovation in
her students.

What was the inspi-
ration for your book?

My  grandchildren,
Leo and Lucy, were the
inspiration to writing and
publishing my first chil-
dren’s book. It all start-
ed with a treasure map,
a whimsical tale, and an
adventure of a lifetime
seeking out the Hidden
Treasure of the Sax-
Zim Bog. Many people,
events, and places in the
story were based on true-
to-life experiences and
special places that are
near and dear to my heart.

What is the most re-
warding part of writing
children’s books?

The most rewarding
part of writing a chil-
dren’s book is being able
to share with readers of
all ages. I am a strong
advocate for supporting
and encouraging strong
reading, writing, and vo-

Dana Sanders listens to a student’s question
about her book. Submitted photo

cabulary skills, as com-
munication is key in all
aspects of life. What bet-
ter way to learn, devel-
op, and grow? Through
reading, one can dream,
aspire, and broaden their
imagination.

What were some of
the highlights of your
visit to North Woods El-
ementary?

Having the oppor-
tunity to share my book
with the second and
third-graders at North
Woods School has been
one of the most rewarding
and gratifying experienc-
es thus far. While reading
(to the students), I was
able to observe their level

of captivation and excite-
ment. They were SO intc
the story. Upon finishing
the story, I was very im-
pressed with the many
questions they asked re-
garding the characters in
the story, how old I was
when I started writing
and when my next book
would be published. 1
was thrilled when stu-
dents asked if I woulc
come back next year (tc
share my next book)!
Sharing my story with
others enhances my owr
personal and professional
growth and inspires me tc
continue with my passion
for writing.

COOK- First Baptist Church of
Cook’s “Bleak Mid-Winter Players”
have discovered a cure for the long
Cook winter - preparing a feast and dra-

ma for the community.

There will be three performanc-
es of the original drama, “Piercing the
Snow,” which is a tale of two brothers.
The first will be a dinner theatre at the

COMMUNITY NEWS
Original drama, “Piercing the Snow,” showing Feh. 22-23 at Gook, Feh. 29 at Gilhert

Cook Community Center beginning at
6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 22. The sec-
ond will also be at the Cook Communi-
ty Center, but it will be just the drama

performance with a snack intermission

on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 3 p.m. The snack
performance will again be performed at
the Gilbert Community Center on Sat-
urday, Feb. 29 at 4 p.m.

This year, the play is a historical
biography from 10th-century Bohe-
mia. You will be the King’s guests at
the Prague Castle. We invite guests to
attend in period attire, but costumes are

not necessary to attend.

Tickets for the dinner theatre are

$10 per person or $30 per family. Tick-
ets for the other two performances are

Free Community
Meal on Feh. 27

COOK- Come join
us for a hot meal on
Thursday, Feb. 27 from
4-6:30 p.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 231
2nd St. E in Cook. Roast
pork, sides, and dessert
will be served. The free
meal is open to the pub-
lic. There will be no pro-
gram, just great food!

Take Your Best
Shot photo contest

now open

REGIONAL- Grab
your camera, your phone,
your favorite photos and
compete in the 2020 pho-
to contest, “Take Your
Best Shot,” which begins
now in Cook at North-
woods Friends of the
Arts. Contestants may
enter their best original
photos until Saturday,
April 25.

There are only two
participant  categories,
adult and student. Stu-
dents may enter three of
their own original photos
at no cost. A student is
defined as anyone attend-
ing elementary or high
school or a home school
equivalent. Each original
photo entry must be ei-
ther 5x7 or 8x10 inches.
The entry fee is $10 per
photo for adults, and stu-
dents who want to enter
more than three photos.

At a special recep-
tion on Friday, May 29
from 5 to 7 p.m. this
fundraiser will celebrate
with awards for contest
winners in three -cate-
gories, Student ($25),

Adult ($75) and People's
Choice ($50). A panel of
judges will anonymously
judge the photos for adult
and student. Each contes-
tant is given a white mat/
sleeve for each photo en-
try so the whole exhibit
matches for anonymous
evaluation by judges.

For the People's
Choice Award, the people
of the community will
vote for their favorite
photo when they visit the
photo contest exhibit at
NWFA Gallery in Cook
between May 6 and 29.
The gallery is located at
210 S River St.

Entry forms are
available now at the gal-
lery, and online at nw-
famn.org and by email
to nwfamn.org@gmail.
com.
The contest is a fund-
raiser for the arts center
which provides arts edu-
cation, exhibition, sales,
performances and com-
munity outreach.

Women's Day of
Recollection is
March 7

COOK- St. Mary’s
Council of Catholic
Women from St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Cook
will be hosting a Day of
Recollection during Lent
on Saturday, March 7
from 9 am.- 2 p.m.

Guest speaker will be
Mary Wanhala, Director
of Outreach Ministry at
Blessed Sacrament Cath-
olic Church in Hibbing.
Wanhala will speak on
“Spiritual Motherhood:
Uplifting Our Priests.”

The program sched-

ule will include regis-
tration with coffee and
goodies, two presenta-
tions (one in the morning
and one in the afternoon),
Mass with Father Nick
Nelson, a free luncheon,
and closing comments
and prayer.

This Day of Rec-
ollection is open to all
women. There is no cost
to attend.

For more information
or to register, please con-
tact St. Mary’s Catholic
Church at 218-666-5334
or Tammy Palmer at 218-
780-8445. Registration
deadline is Wednesday,
March 5.

Events at Cook

Library

»Thursday, Feb.
20: Movie: Death on the
Nile, 6 p.m. Watch the
2004 movie of Agatha
Christie’s Death on the
Nile, 98 minutes. Pop-
corn and water provided
by Friends of the Cook

Public Library.
»Friday, Feb. 21:
Preschool Story Time

begins at 10:30 a.m. This
week’s selection is Little
Monsters.

»Friday, Feb. 2I:
Teen Escape Room, 6
p-m. All teens are wel-
come to “escape” from
the library. Food provid-

ed by Friends of the Cook
Public Library.
»Friday, Feb. 28:

Preschool story time at
10:30 a.m. this week’s se-
lection is Let’s Do Magic.

»Thursday, March
5: One Book, One Com-
munity: “Death on the
Nile” by Agatha Christie.

There is plenty of time to
read the book and join us
at the library for a book
discussion at 5 p.m.

NWFA art groups

COOK- The NWFA
Gallery is open Thursday
and Friday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and Saturday
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
is located at 210 S River
St. in Cook. Stop in to
view the gallery or attend
one of our regular art
groups listed below. For
more information, visit
the website at nwfamn.
org or email at nwfamn.
org@gmail.com.

Open Studio Art
takes place every Satur-
day at the NWFA gallery
from 9 am.-12:30 p.m.
All artists and would-
be artists are welcome
to share the time and
space. All are welcome
with no registration or
membership required.

The  Woodcarving
Group meets on Thurs-
days from 6-8 p.m. All
skill levels are welcome
to attend and partici-
pate.  No registration
required. Some tools
are available to prac-
tice with. Call Howard
at 218-741-7941 to veri-

fy.

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified
23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

EYE EXAMS + 218-666-2879
Call for Appointment
Dr. Jensen, Optometrist
Dr. Bechthold, Optometrist

$3 per person. We recommend buying
or reserving your tickets ahead of time
as performances, especially the dinner
theatre, could sell out. Please stop by
or call the First Baptist Church office
at 218-666-
tails and to reserve or buy your tickets.

5979 for any further de-
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POLITICS

Political party caucuses set for Tuesday

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
REGIONAL — Wondering

how to get involved in the polit-
ical process here in Minnesota?
Then you’ll want to attend the
political party caucus of your
choice this coming Tuesday,
Feb. 25.

Boththe DFLandRepublican
parties will hold caucuses again
this year, even though the selec-

tion of presidential delegates
will now be done through the
state’s presidential primary, set
for Tuesday, March 3.

But the political caucuses
remain your best opportunity
to actually engage with others
who share your political beliefs
to consider potential resolutions
that could become part of your
party’s platform.

The Democratic-Farmer-
Labor Party caucuses will

also provide an opportunity
to send delegates in support
of candidates for the Eighth
District Congressional seat. The
three announced candidates, to
date, include Quinn Nystrom,
Soren Sorenson, and Gaylene
Spolarich.

“The local caucus is where
the grassroots begin,” said Leah
Rogne, a District 3 DFL offi-
cial who is helping to organize
next Tuesday’s caucuses for

Democrats. “To have a voice in
selecting your elected officials,
to bring forward the issues that
matter the most to you, and to
play a role in the structure of
your party, join your neighbors at
your local caucus,” said Rogne.

While caucuses in presiden-
tial election years in Minnesota
have traditionally included the
opportunity to elect delegates
who favor various presidential
candidates, that won’t happen

this year. Instead, delegates
for the various candidates will
be determined by the primary
election results.

TheFeb. 25 caucuses start at
7 p.m., with registration starting
at 6:30 p.m. To find out where
your local caucus is happening.
go to https://caucusfinder.sos.
state.mn.us/ and type in yout
address.

Goncerns expressed on amhulance contract

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOODTWP-The
town board here agreed last
week to forward a long list
of comments and suggestions
regarding the Tower Area
Ambulance Service subsidy
contract to the city of Tower.
The town board developed
its comments with assistance
from their township attorney,
Mike Couri.

As with other area town-
ships, Greenwood has yet to
agree to anew subsidy contract
with the TAAS covering 2020.
While the ambulance service
is owned and operated by the
city of Tower, area townships
and Fortune Bay Resort Casino
have paid into a fund that helps
cover the cost of replacing
ambulances.

“I’m not opposed to con-
tinuing at the $15 rate for the
first half of the year,” said
Supervisor Mike Ralston,
noting this would give the
township more time to conduct
“due diligence.”

TAAS is asking the town-
ships to double the per-capita
subsidy rate from the current
$15 per person to almost $30
per person by 2022.

Attorney Couri, in a letter
to the town board, said that such
an increase is very unusual in
this type of emergency service
contract.

“I would suggest that the
township ask for the revenue
and expenditure report for the
ambulance service over the
prior three years in an effort
to figure out why the costs are
increasing so dramatically, and
what, if anything, canbe done to
lower the costs in the proposed
contract.”

Couri had plenty of ques-
tions about the language in the
draft contract the city had sent
to the township. He said the
township should have informa-
tion on what percentage of runs
originate in which township,
along with Fortune Bay, and
should have some mechanism
to assess proportionally more
costs to the areas with the
highest ambulance usage.

“Nothing in this agreement
ties the fees to the city’s actual
costs,” he wrote, “nor does it
require the city to pay anything
towards this service.”

Couri said the $18.75 that
the city pledges to the subsidy

GREENWOOD

fund for each transfer “is way
too little to cover this service
and essentially will require
the townships, casino, and
city to heavily subsidize each
run.” Couri said the ambulance
service should be charging
a high enough rate for these
transfers to cover ambulance
maintenance, fuel, and staffing.

Greenwood resident Lee
Peterson, who has been fol-
lowing the ambulance issue
carefully, said that the TAAS
representative from Eagles
Nest, Larry McCray, estimat-
ed that $4 per mile should be
put back into the ambulance
subsidy fund for all transfer
miles.

“The average mileage per
transferis 300 miles,” Peterson
said.

Couri also told the town-

ship they need to see a ten-
year capital improvement plan
which details future ambulance
purchases, expected costs, and
how they will be funded.

Ralston also agreed with

the note from Couri that the con-
tract should include language
holding the townships harmless
incase of any negligence by the
ambulance service.

TheTowerAreaAmbulance

Commission, which usually
meets quarterly, is holding a
special meeting on Monday,

March 2, where they will review
a new contract that is being
drawn up by the city. The Tower
City Council will then review
feedback on the revised contract
at their March 9 meeting.

2020 levy

The town board spent no

time discussing a preliminary
2021 budget, which historically
the town board has done before
going to township voters with
a levy request at the annual
meeting. This year's annual
meeting is on March 10 at 8:15
p-m. Township elections will be

held that day, with polls open
from 7 a.m. — 8 p.m.

The board did spend a

little time discussing their

levy request, noting the town-
ship still has a healthy fund
balance ($633,241 at the end

of January), but is looking at
some additional expenses in the
upcoming year. The township,
during their annual meeting last
year, set the levy at $150,000
for 2020.

“I'think we should
increase the levy,” said

TS
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True Stories from the Edge
Upcoming Event 2020

Thursday, February 27

“Falling in love with people or place”)

All are invited to come to the
Ely Senior Center from 6-8 PM
to listen to stories by others or drop their
name in the hat to tell a story.

This activity is made possible in part by a grant
from the Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust.

$15 adults

township board chair Carmen
DeLuca. “We want broadband.
It is going to cost money.”

Both John and Joanne
Bassing, who are on the local
broadband committee, said it
wasn’t certain that the town-
ship would be required to put
up local money, and if needed,
the township could bond in the
future.

“I don’t agree to putting it
in the levy and just having it sit
there,” John Bassing said.

“People want broadband
and are willing to do it,” said
DeLuca.

Ralston said he felt the
township should ask for a
$250,000 levy for 2021.

“We have a big township,”
Ralston said, “I think we are
going to have to fund as much
as half a project.”

DeLuca noted that Morse
Township, outside of Ely, is
putting in $100,000 in local
funding for their broadband
project.

Joanne Bassing said the
feasibility study, which will get
underway this spring, will give
more information on potential
costs of installing broadband
services through the area.

The board unanimously
passed a motion to recommend
setting the levy for 2021 at
$250,000.

Open meeting law

The board did pass a
motion, in response to an advi-
sory opinion issued by state
Department of Administration,
stating that the township’s
minutes and records of votes
were available for public
viewing during regular office
hours to all. The town board had
previously enacted a motion
limiting access to such records
to township resident Jeff Maus,
but the Commissioner of
Administration determined
that action violated the state’s
Open Meeting Law. Maus had
requested the advisory opinion
late last year after the town
board moved to restrict his
access to records.

Security cameras

Township Clerk Sue
Drobac expressed her concern
over the surveillance cameras
that the town board had recently

2019-2020 SEASON

MESABI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

A senpen B/M%W@Wéé

Young Artist Competition Winners

Ely, MN - VCC Fine Arts Theater
Saturday, February 22, 2:30pm

TICKET PRICES
* $8 students * $12 seniors *
www.MesabiSymphonyOrchestra.org

This concert is made possible, in part, by the Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust and by the people of
Minnesota through grants from the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council, thanks to appropriations from
the Minnesota State Legislature's general and arts and cultural heritage funds.

had installed inside her office.

be on all the time,” she said. “I
don’t like being spied on. The
security should be for when I
am not here.”

township officials do not
currently have any access to
what is being recorded on the
cameras both inside the office
and outside the building.

who gets access,” said Ralston.

“Right now, only the installer
has access.”

Attorney-client
privilege

a letter by Couri, sent at the

“I don’t think it needs to

Drobac also noted that

“We need to determine

DeLuca had the clerk read

request of the board, regarding
attorney-client privilege as
it relates to board members’
private discussions with the
attorney on ongoing litigation.

There is no statute that
prohibits town board members
from publicly discussing attor-
ney-client privileged communi-
cations, but it is accepted as a
common law doctrine.

Couri said that individual
town board members can put
the township at financial or
legal risk by relating privileged
information to a private party.
He noted that these confidential
discussions are not admissible

Short-term rentals
to he discussed,
Tuesday, Feh. 25

REGIONAL-What’s the best
way to allow property owners
to rent out their property on a
short-term basis if they so choose,
while also protecting the safety
of visitors and rights of neigh-
boring property owners, as well
as preserving the character of
residential areas? This question
has been discussed in St. Louis
County for nearly 10 years, on
how to best balance these inter-
ests while supporting the tourism
industry. Public input received
during development of the coun-
ty’sadopted 2019 Comprehensive
Land Use Plan strongly supported
this review to improve the regula-
tion of short-term rentals.

The County Board will hold
apublic hearing on Tuesday, Feb.
25 at 9:30 a.m. during its regular
board meeting at the Hibbing City

Council Chambers, 401 East 21st

Street in Hibbing.

The proposed amendments
to St. Louis County Zoning
Ordinance 62 would allow for
short-term rental of properties
through the issuance of per-
formance standard permits. A
draft of the proposed ordinance
changes can be found online at
stlouiscountymn.gov/planning.
The zoning ordinance and pro-
posed amendments apply to any
areas where St. Louis County is
the zoning authority. The county’s
proposed amendments would not
impact short-term rental proper-
ties within cities because these

in court. But if a town board
member chooses to share such
information, itis no longer con-
sidered privileged. If the town
board as a whole is meeting,
the ability to exclude the public
from discussion is governed by
the state’s open meeting law.

municipalities administer their

own zoning ordinance.

With the continued growth

in popularity of vacation rental
optionslike Airbnband VRBO, St.

Louis County has been working
to ensure these short-term rentals
are managed in the best possible
way. By requiring appropriate

Other husiness

board:

In other business, the

> Voted to post the open

fire chief position for 30 days
at the town hall, per fire depart-
ment policies.

> Approved spending
about $1,000 to have Fisher
Printing create and mail out
postcards to all township prop-

permitting with performance stan-
dards, and setting requirements
for septic, parking and posting
of rules, the goal is to ensure a
safe experience for guests, and

minimal disruption to neighbors
and the environment.

Anyone who wishes to

provide comment on the pro-
posed changes prior to, instead
of at, the public hearing can

contact Planning Manager Jenny

erty owners with information
on completing the two online
surveys about potential interest
in broadband services.

Bourbonais by email at bourbo-
naisj@stlouiscountymn.gov or by
mail to Planning and Community

Virginia, MN - Goodman Auditorium
Sunday, February 23, 2:30pm

$25 family groups

Development Department,
Government Services Center, 201
South 3rd Avenue West, Virginia,
MN 55792.

RANGE JEWELRY & GIFTS

“A Gift for Every Occasion”

* Free inspection and cleaning
» Watch batteries installed
» Expert in-store repair of jewelry and watches

» Same day ring sizing
* Cash for gold and silver

218-827-2515
33 Central Blvd. Suite 200
Babbitt Shopping Center

J.
ﬁ—_ﬁ_._

Charles R. Zeugner

, Certified Public Accountant

See us for all your tax preparation
and accounting needs.

218-365-6020
10 N 1st Ave. E, Suite 204 « Ely MN 55731
Charles@ZeugnerCPA.com * www.elycpa.com
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by DAVID COLBURN

WORLD TRAVEL

Lessons from lives lived abroad

Cook-area Couple share expenences from living in Yemen

Cook/Orr Editor

COOK- When Sharon
Beatty and David Stanton
suggest that international
travelers should try to
immerse themselves in
local cultures for a more
authentic experience, they
speak from a unique and
well-informed perspec-
tive.

“Each of us has lived
about 30 years or more in
other cultures outside the
United States,” Beatty
said.

Beatty and Stanton
shared experiences from
more than 25 years of
living in Yemen at a Feb.
5 meeting of Northern
Progressives at the
Crescent Bar & Grill in
Cook.

The Republic of
Yemen is a country on the
south end of the Arabian
Peninsula, home to 28
million people living in
an area more than twice
the size of Wyoming. It
is the poorest country in
the Middle East, Stanton
said. Contrary to common
beliefs about the Arabian
Peninsula being a flat
desert land, Yemen has
numerous mountains over
10,000 feet and has days
chilly enough for ice to
form on standing water.

“Where we lived was
2,000 feet higher than
Denver,” Stanton said.

Beatty, an RN and
pediatric nurse practi-
tioner with a master’s
degree in International
Health, went to Yemen as
a Peace Corps volunteer
in 1977 after becoming
involved in a boycott of
multinational foods giant
Nestle. The corporation
was heavily pushing sales
of baby formula in impov-
erished countries, and poor
mothers were unknowing-
ly and tragically diluting
the formula and often
using contaminated water
to mix it.

“In the end millions
of babies died because
of this,” Beatty said. “I
wanted to see if whatI was
saying was happening was
actually happening.”

Stanton also used the
Peace Corps as a ticket
overseas, volunteering in
Botswana before moving
to Yemen in 1991 to teach
in an international school.

“Sharon’s and my
entries into the country
were completely differ-

nt,” Stanton said. “She
wentinher20sin 1977 and
worked in total immersion
in the culture in a village
that was very isolated
from the capital. I went 14
years later to a big city as
a dependent of a teacher
in an international school.
[ had time to get used to
things.”

Beatty was mesmer-
ized by her introduction to
rural Yemen and life in a
mountaintop village.

“My firstimpressions
were chaos, romance,
dust, and entering into the
pivotal pages of history,”
she said. “You would
see everyone walking
around in long robes and
headdresses, there would
be shepherds with their
sheep and goats, women
spinning wool by hand.
The architecture was mud
brick. It looked exactly
like an illustrated Bible.
It was charming.”

She also was some-
what surprised by how
safe she felt.

Left: David Stanton, stands between the doors of a mud brick “skyscraper” in Shebam, a town in the Hadramaut region of
Yemen. Sharon Beatty, at right, and a Yemeni woman pose for the camera at the ruins of the abandoned city of Marib.

“As a foreign woman
I could walk in the streets
in the middle of the night
and feel completely safe,”
Beatty said.

Stanton’s experience
was similar.

“My first impres-
sion of Yemen beyond
the airport was basical-
ly that I'd landed on
another planet,” he said.
“I couldn’t understand
anything anyone said. The
men were wearing skirts
and dresses. I hadn’t been
to aplace where they wore
futas (wrap-around men’s
skirts). All the men were
wearing daggers on an
embroidered belt. It was
dusty, it was chaotic, it
was noisy, it was bizarre.
I didn’t find any of this
threatening. I found it
fascinating.”

Adjusting to daily
life was challenging for
Beatty and her Peace
Corps group. Fifty percent
of the women who came
with her left before the
end of their assignments.

“Everything is so dif-
ferentyouhave ahard time
grasping on to anything
that you truly understand,”
Beatty said. “You have
very little language, you
can’t say much, you can’t
understand much, and you
don’t know the rules.”

Beatty took cues from
local women in adapting
to the modest, drab stan-
dards of dress for women,
discarding all her bright-
ly colored clothing and
adopting the practice of
wearing pants underneath
her skirt. She learned that
when men looked down as
shetried to smile at them, it
wasn’t because they were
being unfriendly.

“This is a sign of
respect,” she said. “To be
friendly toa woman meant
you did not respect her.”

Stanton’s early life
in the port city of Aden,
formerly controlled by
the British, was a bit more
familiar and quite differ-
ent from Beatty’s village
life. For one, it was more
friendly. Other men would
frequently call out “sadiq”
to him as he walked down
the street.

“It means friend,”
Stanton said. “That was
their way of greeting me.”

Getting used to cul-
tural norms was just the
first step in transition-
ing to living in Yemen,
Beatty said. Next came
a life-changing decision.

“You can choose to
live situated in the culture,
or as an expatriate,” she
said.

Expatriates were for-
eigners who essentially
lived separately from

Yemenis, living in com-
pounds with their own
food and furniture and
associating mostly with
colleagues and other for-
eigners.

“On the other end
were the people that they
called ‘going native,’”
Beatty said. “They wanted
to be Yemeni, they loved
the culture so much they
lived a totally Yemeni
life.”

“l saw myself as
different,” she said. “I felt
an affinity for them, but I
didn’t feel a bond where
we were like each other.
I wasn’t initially able to
cross that barrier.”

The difference for
Beatty was in chang-
ing how she perceived
herself. She left Yemen
for a number of years to
pursue her education, but
eventually returned in a
professional role and as
the wife of a Yemeni man.

“When I went back to
Yemen the second time, I
quickly became integrated
and I felt we were people
just living in the same
country,” she said. “You
stop noticing the externals
and you start noticing the
internals. You start to
recognize who has a good
character, who has intel-
lectual curiosity, who you
can trust, even though the
manifestations outwardly
are very different. It’s no
longer us and them at all,
that just falls away”

Stanton said he never
feltadesire to “gonative,”
but he still developed a
strong connection to the
country and its people.

“I think I was hard-
wired tofitin with Yemeni

culture,” he said. “A lot
of the characteristics of
the people I saw and met
there and befriended were
in many ways like me.”

That was reinforced
by an encounter Stanton
had with a taxi driver.

“I got into a taxi once
and I looked at the driver
and he was the textbook
caricature of a terrorist,”
he said. “He had a beard
that made mine look like
a 5 o’clock shadow. I
thought, ‘OK, here it goes,
he’s going to berate me for
being an American.’”

What came next was
unexpected.

“He just smiled at
me,” Stanton said. “He
looked more like a garden
gnome than a terrorist.

“He said, ‘It’s simple.
Youlive, youdie, youlook
in the book, and whatever
is in that book determines
the hereafter.” Basically,
what he was saying is
that everything that you
do matters.

“He was just the
kindest, gentlest soul I
could imagine in spite of
the stereotypes.”

Beatty and Stanton
metin 1996 when she sepa-
rated from herhusband and
moved to Sana’a, where
she enrolled her children
in the international school
where Stanton was teach-
ing. After Stanton and
his wife separated three
years later, he and Beatty
became friends, and then
a couple.

They weren’t full-
year residents of Yemen.
Beginning in 2002, they
made annual summer
trips to Beatty’s childhood
home in Cook, where they

worked on renovating
a historic barn that is
now their home. But they
always looked forward to
returning in the fall to their
second home, Yemen.

Beatty and Stanton
left Yemen for Vietnamin
2014, and after five years
there traveled to China for
two months before moving
back to Cook to stay. In
some ways, Beatty said,
it’s not all that different
from Yemen.

“Small town America
feels very much like
Yemen in terms of the
feel of how people interact
with each other,” Beatty
said. “In Yemen, when
you go to a shop to buy
something, the shopkeeper
will first engage you as a
human being, and then as
a customer. They’re just
friendly, they want to talk
and hear what you have to
say. I find Cook, which I
left when I was 18, very
much like that, very dif-
ferent from being in a big
city. For me, this is what
I want right now.”

Stanton said that
people planning interna-
tional trips should first
consider their comfort
levels with experiencing
different cultures.

“We haven’t shared

a lot of anecdotes, but I
could share some anec-
dotes that would make
your hair curl in terms of
what we would expose
ourselves to because of our
comfort zones,” he said.

Both Beatty and
Stanton encouraged trav-
elers to stay away from
tours and major tourist
attractions in favor of
experiences that bring
them into contact with
people and their daily
lives. Simple activities to
accomplish that include
eating at local restaurants,
staying in hostels, and
using public transporta-
tion. Online resources such
as Lonely Planet and Trip
Advisor can provide tips
for less-visited areas.

“Look at the way local
people live and try to do
some of those things,”
Beatty said. “People are
generally very, very nice.
You might feel like you’re
taking a bit of a risk, but
it’s unlikely you are.”

“Learn a few words
of whatever the local
language is and talk to
people,” Stanton said.
“Don’t be afraid of them.
By interacting with local
people you’ll have a much
richer experience.”

SAVE BIG

Buy LOCAL!
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2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LT
Double Cab 4x4 Allstar Edition

Sale Price $34,942*

SAVE $10,958 OR CHOOSE 0%
APR+ $500 CASH ALLOWANCE**

MSRP $45,900

B ¥ Sale Price $38 461"

OR CHOOSE 0% APR**

MSRP $42,895

SAVE $4,434

Sale Price $21,892

$500 CASH ALLOWANCE™**

DISCLOSURES *Price after $750 GM Loyalty offer. Must currently own/lease a
2006 or newer GM passenger vehicle to qualify. Take delivery from dealer stock by
03/02/2020. Not compatible with some other offers.

**On approved credit with GM Financial. Not compatible with some other offers.
Take delivery from dealer stock by 03/02/2020. See dealer for details.

MSRP $26,145

SAVE $4,253
OR CHOOSE 0% APR+

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd
KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji
Independent, nonprofit community radio
serving Northern Minnesota.

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

HUGE PRE-OWNED SAVINGS!

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LD 4X4..ONLY 19K MILES!... $29,990

2019 CHEVROLET IMPALALLT....V6 POWERL.................... $19,990
2017 JEEP COMPASS 4X4....WINTER PACKAGE!............. $16,990
2017 GMC SIERRA SLT CREW CAB 4X4...NICELY EQUIPPED!..$35,990
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE...42 HWY MPGL...................... $13,890

2016 TOYOTA RAV 4 LE...LEGENDARY QUALITYL........... $16,890
2016 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE.....GO ANYWHERE!....$18,990
2016 NISSAN ROGUE SV AWD.....GREAT FOR WINTER!..$18,990
2014 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LTZ....LOADED 3RD ROW!..$21,990
2012 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD...HEATED SEATS!....$7,890
2011 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN...STOW-N-GO SEATING!...$9,990
2009 DODGE DAKOTA BIG HORN 4X4...LOW MILES!......$13,990

B EE

Lom  Calvin
Hujanen Koski  Jolly
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN « 218-666-5901 + 1 800 238-4545
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of aboycotton pro-mining
Facebook sites.

But at least a few Ely
residents took exception to
Novak’s comments.

Carol Orbanread from
arecent news story on the
controversy inthe Hibbing
Daily Tribune that quoted
Novak in support of a
boycott. Novak initially
tried to blame the reporter
of the story, who is rela-
tively new to the region,
for misquoting him.

But Orban pressed
him. “Did you say that
people shouldn’t spend
their money to profit an
organization that doesn’t
support their way of life?”
she asked.

“Maybe some-
thing like that,” Novak
answered. “I’ll stand

behind a statement like
that. If I'm working in
the mines and you don’t
support the mine, I’'m not
spending my money there.
It’s as simple as that.”

COOK...Continued from page 1

him he had been telling
people he was using an
unlicensed plumber and
it “had to stop.” Bergman
said Erickson refused to
leave his apartment until
Bergman said he was
going to call the sheriff.

Another incident
occurred after he asked
maintenance workers what
they were doing as they
were moving items out of
a deceased individual’s
apartment, Bergman said.
He said Erickson came to
him and said it was “none
of my business asking.”

“I am finding myself
sick to my stomach with
anxiety, fear, and stress,”
Bergman said.

Bergman also read
a letter he received from
Erickson inviting him to
a meeting to resolve any
issues.

“The HRA would like
to hear your side to see if
all parties can come to a
mutual agreement moving
forward as you have been
a longtime resident of the
HRA,” Bergman read.
“You are welcome to bring
someone with you if you
do not feel comfortable
coming to this meeting
by yourself, with the
understanding this person
is there for your support.”

The letter went on to
say, in Bergman’s words,
that if he did not respond

Orban continued,
“These are our neighbors.
And they have their way
of life. They want their
water and hunting, fishing
and wild rice grounds pro-
tected. They have every
right to advocate for their
point of view, and I feel
(your comments) were
unnecessary. Why create
more conflict and bad
feelings up here? I am
disappointed.”

Becky Rom asked
the city of Ely to make a
public statement that says
it does not support the
boycott of any business.”
She contended that with
the mayor’s quoted Twitter
comments, the city of Ely
is now involved in a “gov-
ernment to government”
decision. “I don’t think
thatis where our city wants
to be,” she said. “I don’t
think we want the head
of our city government
promoting and advocating
for the boycotting of any

business, in particular,
with a tribe that has a
government-to-govern-
ment relationship and is
exercising its treaty rights.
Canada also objected to
Twin Metals.”

Betty Firth concurred
with Rom’s request. “I
have to say that I was
appalled on hearing our
mayor speak on this issue.
I think it is outside the
domain of the city council
and outside of the mayor,
specifically,” she said.

Peta Barrett said she
felt the mayor made a
“racist move” to suggest
supporting aboycott of the
Bois Forte Band. “They
have a right to state their
opinion, too. They have
lands to protect, too. They
were local people long
before any of us came
here,” she said. “Tamnot a
fan of anyone representing
our city, to cherry pick
businesses to be boycot-
ted. To advocate that the

rest of us as a city should
jump on board with this,
is notright. I’'m a business
owner, one who opposes
copper-nickel mining. Am
I next? Not 100 percent
of this community agrees
with you, Mayor Novak,
oncopper-nickel mining.”

Steve Piragis thanked
the mayor for the free
advertising in mention-
ing his business in the
HDT article, but doubted
he would receive any
benefit in the context that
it was made. “Anytime
you mention the idea of
boycotting anything, it’s
kind of a dirty word. It
hurts,” he said. “Whether
you are a casino, run by
an Indian tribe or a small
business run by a family,
that is not a thing that pol-
iticians should be involved
in. When you start talking
aboutboycotts, itbecomes
a whole different level
of vitriol. Talking about
boycotts should be off the

agenda for anyone who
represents the people of
this city.”

Before adjourning
the meeting, Novak said
the council would ponder
what was said. “This is an
open forum and we don’t
take action on anything
presented (this way) to the
council,” he said. “That
tends to get councils in
trouble.”

Orban offered to
forward the newspaper
article containing Novak’s
comments to the city
clerk’s office for review
by council members.

Other business

In other business, the
council:

» Appointed David
O’Donnell to the Ely
Public Library Board on a
5-1 vote. Jerome Debeltz
was absent from the
meeting. AngelaCampbell
voted against the motion.
O’Donnell has served on

the board two previous
times, 2004-2007 and
2009-2012.

» Approved the mort-
gage satisfaction doc-
ument for Nancy and
Richard Petrzilka.

> Appointed election
judges for the Presidential
Nomination Primary on
March 3.

» Changed the
meeting date of the city
council to Wednesday,
March 4, at 5:30 p.m.

» Approved the 2020
Ely Utility Rates rec-
ommendation following
a public hearing on the
matter.

» Received for
review, from the Police
Commission, arevised Ely
Police Chief job descrip-
tion. Among the changes to
qualifications are 12 years
of experience asa full-time
police officer, rather than
Six years.

“the HRA might consider
taking more formal action
as this behavior toward
staff and so forth cannot
continue.”

Erickson did not
respond to Bergman at
the recent board meeting,
but confirmed in a Friday
meeting withthe Timberjay
that Bergman did not seek
to arrange a meeting.

“We welcome people
coming into the office,”
Erickson said. “We have
an open door; come in and
discussittotry and resolve
it. We work with people as
much as we possibly can,
but it’s a two-way street.”

Resident Patty
DeRusha said that after a
conversation she had with
someone about a vacant
apartment she was told,
“There are just some things
thatoccurin HRA business
thatresidents don’tneed to
know.”

Additional complaints
about interactions with
Erickson were aired by
resident Jim Obidowski,
who said Erickson was “in
my face” the day after he
sentatextmessage lastfall
about several rooms in the
Pioneer building that were
without heat.

Resident Teri Lindsoe
said the residents were
taking steps to be heard.

“We are starting
a residents commit-

tee,” she said. “We’re
going through HUD
(Department of Housing
and Urban Development).
It’s coming.”

Erickson responded.

“We welcome that
group being started,” he
said. “They have to under-
stand what their role is
according to the rules.
Not our rules, HUD’s
rules. When people start
speaking and give the
indication that they know
them, they’re only telling
half the story. I’ll leave it
at that.”

After resident Karen
Neuman aired com-
plaints about problems
she encountered dealing
with Erickson over the
doorlock to her apartment,
Bergman weighed in one
final time.

“I’mlooking at some-
place to move because I
can’ttake ithere nomore,”
he said.

After almost 40
minutes, during which no
board member chose to
enforce the three-minute
commentlimit, the barrage
from residents prompted
a response from housing
manager Paula Erickson.
She said CHRA'’s legal
responsibility to protect
residents’ confidentiality
restricted what could be
shared when residents
asked questions of staff.

“Every unitisprivate,”
she said. “Ican’tshare that
information with anybody
else. I can’t tell you when
they passed away, who
moved out, who’s moving
in until that stuff actually
happens. When we’re
trying to do HRA busi-
ness to actually keep
the building safe from
someone that’s breaking
in, that’s going through
units, unfortunately, we
can’t tell you that infor-
mation. But yet you feel
it’s your business.”

Erickson gave exam-
ples where information
restrictions led to unfound-
ed rumors started by res-
idents.

“None of those things
are even happening,”
she said. “But yet all the
rumors that start create
havoc in the office, which
is what we assume you’re
trying todo, butyet Idon’t
know why it’s being done,
because I can’t tell you
anything about the other
units in the building.”

Reed Erickson
attempted to bring the
comments to an end. “It’s
going to be ‘he said, she
said, ‘so guess what —it’s
done,” he said. However,
former maintenance
worker Tom Kennebeck,
who resigned in 2015 but
was in attendance, was
allowed a final comment.

S
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“All that T hope and
pray for is that you can
get along, respect one
another,” he said. “I think
any indications of harass-
ment need to be stopped.
Okay, fine. I think admin-
istration should be setting
the example.”

Board member Karen
Lind responded.

“Tom,canyoubelieve
we’ve come to this?” she
asked. “All I want you to
know is thatIleft this place
because I dealt with it,”
Kennebeck said. “There
was a lot of joy here and
that’s the thing that’s being
killed in this place.”

A tense exchange
netween Erickson and
Kennebeck ensued.

“Could you reiterate
just for the record, Mr.
Kennebeck, the reason
why you left, and did
you get fired or did you
resign?” Erickson said.

“I left here because
...” Kennebeck began.

“It’s a simple ques-
tion,” Erickson said,
cutting him off. “This
really is a simple question.
Did you get fired or did
you resign?”

“I will not answer
that because that will not
clarify it,” Kennebeck
said.

“I'have the letter right
here, thank you,” Erickson
said.

“I left because I was
not happy,” Kennebeck
said. “The board knows
that.”

Erickson expressed
frustration Friday with the
open session.

“The residents have a
right to speak, which they
did,” he said. “Atthe same
time, the HRA has a right
to address those issues,
but I don’t think a public
meeting is the time and
place to address personal
resident issues. Some
of them are very dated,
some have actually been

addressed by the board,
just not addressed the way
they liked.”

Erickson said his
commitment to enforcing
rules regarding confiden-
tiality and noninterference
with HRA staff while they
are working was a likely
source of the residents’
discontent.

“Wehold every tenant
responsible for their own
actions or inactions, where
I don’t believe that was
done in the past,” he said.
“Now the rules apply to
everybody, and it’s the
same rules no matter who
they are. We just enforce
them.”

As for the allegations
that Erickson has intimi-
dated residents?

“I don’t know how
I can respond to that,
because that’s neverreally
been brought to my atten-
tion by them directly,”
Erickson said. “If they
have that perception, I'm
sorry about that. I can’t
control people’s feel-
ings. Just to reiterate, we
treat people the same, in
accordance with the rules.
If they don’t like it, I'm
assuming they might feel
intimidated. If they follow
the rules, I don’t see a
problem.”

In other business, the
board,

> Approved changes
to the grievance, facility
use, emergency call, and
tenant charges policies.

» Directed Erickson
to investigate changing
several light switches to
motion detector switches
to address concerns about
lights in common areas
being left on.

» Discussed the
bidding procedure and
instructed Erickson to
research the possibility
of setting lower limits for
board approval of expen-
ditures.
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He is off-white and

]
1)
tawny brown.

His name is Butter

Heis 3 years old

and weighs 15 pounds.
Last seen on Monday
2/17/20 in the area of Echo
Trail and Everett Lake Lane.
We are offering a
$500 REWARD if found.
If found, please take him to
Ely Vet to be identified by his
tag or contact: g% 2s,
Ray 708-989-6741
or Dan 218-235-7342

(218) 753-4190
6143 Pike Bay Drive
Tower MN 55790
aronsonboatworks.com
aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net
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visited a recent Tuesday
Group gathering to tell
their story.

For Blake, hislove of
dogs started on his fam-
ily’s farm in southwest
Minnesota. “Wehad dogs
around, but I always had
an affinity for sled dogs,”
he said. In grade school,
he continually read a
book, “Winterdance,” by
Gary Paulson, that fueled
his passion.

At age 17, Blake
said he had the idea of
having a Siberian Husky
pull him on skis. “I
learned about skijoring
and added another dog
to the team, then another,
then another,” he said

In 1998, Blake met
Jennifer when he moved
to Alaska to handle the
sled dog team for Earl
and Natalie Norris in
Willow, Alaska. Jennifer
was also staying with the
couple and preparing to
run the Junior Iditarod.
Blake ran the Norrises’
Anadyr Siberian Huskies
in the 2000 Iditarod.

Since then, sled dogs
and sled dog racing have
been the focus of their
lives together.

In 2002, Blake and
Jennifer established
Manitou Crossing
Kennels where they raise
and train their sled dogs
with their daughters,
Elena and Nicole.

BlakeandhisManitou
Crossing Siberians won
the 400-mile Beargrease
Sled Dog Marathon in
2004. In 2005, they fin-
ished 11th in the Yukon
Quest, a 1,000-mile mar-
athon. In 2006, Blake fin-
ished second in the John
Beargrease Marathon
and fifth in the Can-Am
250, held in Maine.

“I started mushing
whenIwaseightyearsold
and I always had alove of
sled dogs, winter, and the
outdoors,” Jennifer said.

She finished 50th
of 80 teams in the 2008
Iditarod, “nine seconds
ahead of Blake.” Jennifer
was also awarded the

Feed & Seed
Needs
HIBBING e

ED
262-3049
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Blake Freking kisses his daughter for good luck at the start of a past WolfTrack Classic race in
Ely. Both Blake and Jennifer will compete in the eight-dog race this year. photo by K. Vandervort

six-dog race.

WolfTrack Classic 2020

ELY - The WolfTrack Classic Sled Dog Race
is a mid-distance race with two classes, a six-dog,
30-mile race and an eight-dog, 50-mile race. Both
races leave from the Ely Softball Complex on Sunday
morning Feb. 23, starting at 9 a.m.

Twelve teams are registered for the eight-dog
race and 18 teams are signed up to participate in the

The race runs on the Taconite Trail through the
Superior National Forest, a portion of Bear Head State
Park, and crosses Bear Head Lake.

The dog team area and spectator area at the start
line are full of color, pageantry and a mix of excited,
barks, howls and yips mixed with the announcing of
the teams coming to the start line. The Ely Softball
Complex is located on the east side of town off

Highway 1.

When the teams are all on the trail, there are
spectator opportunities along the racecourse, on the
Highway 1 and Highway 21 crossings, both outbound

and inbound.

“A wonderful opportunity to see the eight-dog
teams in action is the warming shelter in Bear Head
State Park, which is positioned as the teams step on
land after a potentially challenging lake crossing,”
said Race Director Ellen Cashman.

The race finish line is also at the Ely Softball
Complex. “Finish times are dependent on trail con-
ditions and the weather, and we could see teams back
in Ely as early as 12:30 p.m.,” Cashman said.

For more information, including biographies of
the racers, go to www.wolftrackclassic.com.

Most Inspirational
Musher Award, an honor
nominated and voted on
by the other Iditarod com-
petitors after overcoming
serious setbacks before
and during the race.
“Raising sled dogs is
alifestyle and a passion,”
Jennifer said. “Some may
evencallitanaddiction. I
would say itis a healthier
addiction than a lot of
them. It makes us feel
grounded when we spend
time with our dogs.”
Jennifer’s interest
in caring for their dogs
became her livelihood as
well when she graduated

from the University of
Minnesota College of
Veterinary Medicine in
2004. Since then, she has
practiced large and small
animal medicine at the
Ely Veterinary Clinic.
“For those who have
ever been to the start
of a sled dog race, you
know that motivation is
not a problem for these
dogs,” Blake said. “They
are pretty fired up at the
start, and are that way all
year long. We run 3,500
miles a year, generally,
and our dogs are always
ready to go and give 100
percent. You can try that
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with your co-workers and
see how that works out.
That motivation keeps us
fired up as well.”

He noted that much
of their training goes into
teaching the dogs that
they can pace themselves.
“They don’t have to give
a hundred percent all the
time. We help them to be
happy withrunning at just
10 miles per hour. Look
forracers at the start who
are dragging somewhat
to slow the dogs and get
them into a slower pace.”

Blake and Jennifer
started their homestead
in the Isabella area by

SUED

first living in a teepee,
then a small cabin, and
then built a larger home.
They live off-the-grid
and produce their own
power. “We didn’treally
think ahead that far in
terms of having kids out
there in the bush, but
it has worked out very
well,” Blake said.

Elena was born in
2010 and Nicole fol-
lowed in 2012. “Having
children with the dogs
has been amazing,” he
said. “Our socialization
program has grown by
leaps and bounds since
before kids. When we

bOG

RAGE

have puppies, especially,
when we come home, the
kids bail out of the car
and climb into the dog-
house with the puppies
and we don’t see them
until we drag them out to
feed them and put them
to bed.”

Jennifer said their
racing dogs are at their
best when temperatures
are around zero. “Even at
20 degrees, they are fairly
hot, especially when we
have to put booties on to
protect their feet,” she
said. “That hinders their
ability to cool down.”

The Frekings work
hard at building their
racing teams. “Itstarts out
when they are puppies.
We work with them and
bond with them. But we
are aware that we are
outsiders. Mom is the
nucleus of their world,”
Blake said.

During those first
weeks and months, they
slowly interject them-
selves into their puppies’
world. “Later we do little
puppy adventures and
introduce them to the
big wide world,” he said.
“Then we are the ones
they look to for familiar-
ity. We also are helping
them build confidence.
We coax them along, and
they realize that when we
ask something of them,
they candoit. Eventually
we’re bounding across
the Alaskan range, and
they feel invincible.”

Afull-grownSiberian
husky can consume up to
10,000 calories per day,
Jennifer said. “We feed
them a very high-perfor-
mance Kibble with about
37-percent protein and
25-percent fat. Nutrition
is critical.”

Blake and Jennifer
sometimes wonder if
their daughters will stay
in the sport of sled dog
racing. “I hope they will
grow up to be smarter
than us,” Jennifer said.
“What we want for them
is to have a passion for
whatever they do.”

)

FEB. 22 & 23, 2020

Photos by Les Conrad

Ely Celebrates

50 YEARS

of Dog Sled Racing History!

Saturday, February 22:
Art Show at the Grand Ely Lodge,

Musher Registration,
Musher Dinner (public welcome),
Musher Meeting at VCC

Sunday, February 23:
Two Premier Mid Distance Races,

30 mile - 6 dog race,
50 mile - 8 dog race.
Awards Ceremony after the race
at Grand Ely Lodge

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS VISIT: WWW.WOLFTRACKCLASSIC.COM



12 February 21, 2020

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

VCS...Continued from page 1

school administrator Frank
Zobitz. “It’s a place where
they feel comfortable and
can be who they want to
be, but still provide the
academics that they need
o succeed.”

The school was
founded on a student-di-
rected, project-based
approach, but that method
has been modified over
the years as the school has
adapted to the needs of its
students. The school still
does maintain a strong
emphasis onenvironmen-
tal education, which has
been a part of the school’s
mission from the begin-
ning and students spend
a considerable amount
of time in the outdoors.
Earlier this month, for
example, several students
spent three days winter
camping on the edge of
the Boundary Waters.
T'hey also spend time on
a wide range of outdoor
projects, from trail build-
ing in the warmer months
to snowshoeing in the
winter.

Community service
s also animportant part of
the VCS curriculum and
students are frequently
out in the community as
a result. They regularly
assist with the monthly
senior bingo operated by
Friends of the Vermilion
Country School, they help
unload the truck at the
Tower Food Shelf every
month, and they rake
leaves for older residents
in the community in the
fall. They’ve painted fire
hydrants around town,
brushed and cleaned up
a long-ignored portion of
the local cemetery, and
regularly sing Christmas
carols at area businesses
ahead of the holidays.

VCS teacher Karin Schmidt tests out the new digital piano lab.

photo by J. Summit

The school has also
kept an open door to the
community, which has
been part of the school’s
mission— and it’s one
that has been enhanced
by the recent installation
of high-speed fiber to
the building. As one of
the partners that received
funding from the Blandin
Foundation, the school
has opened a computer
lab that’s available to
the public from 11:30-2
p.m. on days the school
is open.

The school’s food
service program not only
provides breakfast and
lunch to students, but also
to seniors in the commu-
nity through senior dining
at the school as well as
Meals on Wheels.

Former Tower Mayor
Steve Abrahamson said
he always felt confident
that the school was a good
bet for the community.
“I’'m a 70-percenter,”
he said. “If T feel that
the chance of success is

above 70 percent, to me
it’s worth it. And if it’s
helping some kids who
are really in need, that’s
huge.”

Abrahamson said
he had confidence in
those who founded the
school and recognized
that the new school would
have access to sufficient
resources to be success-
ful.

Financial and
economic impact

The financial and eco-
nomic benefits to the city
have also been signifi-
cant. Back in 2011, when
the school’s founders
began seriously eyeing the
former Powerain building
as the most likely location
for the new school, it had
fallen into disrepair fol-
lowing the demise of the
car wash manufacturer
in the wake of the 2008
financial collapse. That left
the city without a tenant in
the building or a means to
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repay money still owed on
the facility.

Atthe time, the Tower
Economic Development
Authority, or TEDA, still
owed justover $300,000 in
principal and intereston an
outstanding non-recourse
loan from the Department
of Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation. While
the IRRR declined to fund
renovations to the building
to make way for the charter
school, agency officials
did agree, at the request
of charter school founders,
to forgive the outstanding
loan. While that retired
a significant debt, it still
required the city to finance
the renovations onits own.

To do so, the city
issued a $400,000 revenue
bond, payable over ten
years, that paid for the bulk
of therenovations. The city
paid for approximately
$130,000 in additional
renovation costs above and
beyond the bond proceeds
out of its general fund
reserves.

Nearly seven years
later, the school has proven
a solid investment for the
city, one that continues to
generate $78,000 annually
in lease fees. As of this
month, the school has paid
the city a total of $507,000
in lease fees and that will
rise to $533,000 by the
end of the current school
year. Of that, approx-
imately $330,000 will
have gone toward retiring
the revenue bonds, while
the remaining $203,000
will have allowed the city
to more than recoup the
approximately $130,000
in general fund reserves
spent on the project.

The payments on
the revenue bond remain
current and will now be
fully retired in less than
four years.

The school contrib-
utes to the community
economically as well, said
Zobitz, who notes that
the bulk of the school’s
roughly $700,000 annual
budget is spent locally.
Abouthalf of thatis payroll
for teachers, paraprofes-
sionals, bus drivers, and a
full-time cook, and much
of the school staff lives
in the local area. Any
employee who works at
least half-time qualifies for
health insurance coverage.

Meanwhile, notes
Zobitz, “We spend over
$45,000 locally on gas
and vehicle maintenance,
in addition to our lease
payments.”

Looking ahead

Despite limited enroll-
ment, currently in the
high 30s, the school has
managed to maintain a
so-far comfortable finan-
cial cushion. Its most
recent audit shows the

school with a $131,000
unreserved fund balance,
or 19.4 percent of the
school’s general fund
expenditures. That’s con-
sidered a healthy fund
balance for a school of this
size,althoughitdid decline
lastyear due to higher costs
and a dip in enrollment.

But Zobitz, who’s
still in his first year as
school administrator, has
a plan. Zobitz, who was
born and raised in the
Tower area, is working
to rebrand the school and
begin a more aggressive
student recruitment effort
than VCS has undertaken
in several years, including
more personal outreach to
students who already have
some connection with the
school, either through
friends or family members.
“We find our students
through word of mouth,”
said VCS board chair Jodi
Summit.

School officials aren’t
looking for a major expan-
sion in their student body,
and such an increase isn’t
necessary to achieve their
objectives. Even just ten
more students would allow
the school to add another
teacher, keep budgets in
the black, and serve the
needs of the young people
who come through their
doors.

“Our schoolis provid-
ing a great education and
social experience for our
students,” said Summit,
who has been the board’s
chair since the school
opened in 2013. “Our staff
goes above and beyond to
make sure our students
have the skills they’ll need
as adults to succeed in the
world.”
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies split hut show grit

TJ Chiabotti tops 1,000th career point, as a sophomore

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

<

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP — The
first three-pointer from the
Grizzlies” TJ Chiabotti in
Friday night’s matchup
against Mesabi East spelled
doom for the visiting Giants.

Anonchalant Chiabotti
buried a jumper from the
top of the key to cross the

career 1,000-point thresh-
old, breaking a 4-4 tie and
igniting a 13-0 run that set
North Woods on track for
a dominating 113-64 win.

The victory took the
edge off an 82-74 loss
Thursday at Virginia in
which the Grizzlies came
back from a 17-point deficit
to tie the game before fading
in the final minutes.

Mesabi East had no
answers for a Grizzlies
defense that forced 28
Giants turnovers, including
22 steals, that North Woods
converted into 50 points.
Most of those points came
off fast breaks.

“We’ve practiced those
breakoutdrills,” head coach
WillKleppe said. “I thought
for eight to ten minutes in

Right: Grizzlies
sophomore TJ Chiabotti
goes up in heavy
pressure for a jump
shot. photo by C. Stone

stretches we moved the
ball very well, just very
unselfish.”

The Grizzlies were up
65-31 at halftime, allowing

See GRIZZ....pg. 2B
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NORDIC SKI STATE TOURNAMENT

Ely’s Johnston finishes fourth overall; boys team ﬁmshes fourth while g1rls take ninth

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GIANTS RIDGE— As
they hoped.

That, in short, describes
how Ely Nordic skiers per-
formed at last Friday’s state ski
meet— and it’s a sign of just
how strong the Timberwolves
have been all season. The fourth-
ranked Ely boys team proved
they were up to their top-five
billing.

“The boys were happy with
fourth place,” said Ely Head
Coach Paula Anderson, noting
that it represented an improve-
ment on their sixth-place finish
in 2019.

It helps, of course, to have
one of the state’s strongest
Nordic skiers on your team in
junior Jasper Johnston, who
qualified as of Monday for the
Olympic Junior Nationals, set
for March 7-14 in Truckee,
Calif.

“Jasper’s goal was top five
as an individual and he was
fourth, which was fantastic,”
said Anderson. “He skied two
great races.” His combined
time of 29:02.1 was less than
40 seconds off the first-place
mark posted by Henry Snider
of Mounds Park Academy.

The girls team, who fin-
ished ninth overall, had their
own standout in ninth-grader
Zoe Devine, who has been
surging all season, and finished
a remarkable 12th overall as
an individual with a time of

Above: Ely senior Raif
Olson and sophomore
Gabriel Pointer work their
way up a hill during state
competition last Friday at
Giants Ridge.

Right: Ely ninth-grader
Zoe Devine powers up a
hill on her way to an
impressive 12th overall
finish in the state meet.

Lower right: Ely senior
Ana Bercher strokes her
way up a hill.

photos courtesy Soren Hedegaard

35:04.7. “Finishing 12th as a
ninth graderis a pretty awesome
result,” noted Anderson, who
said Devine’s time was not
really a surprise given the
progress she’s made all season.
“Over these last few weeks I’ve
feltlike she doesn’treally know
what she can do. She’s still
young and obviously responds
very well to the training and
taperattheend,” said Anderson.
With plenty of time to improve,
Devine seems likely to be
another top contender in state
competition for the next three
years. She’s likely to face con-
tinued competition, however,
since two other ninth-graders
finished in the top 15. “That’s
unusual in Nordic skiing,” said
Anderson. “This sport doesn’t
favor the younger athlete. You

See SKIERS...pg. 2B
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HOCKEY
Ely season
ends with
loss to
Proctor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

PROCTOR - Ely’s
hockey team ended its
season here on Saturday
with a 12-2 loss to Proctor
in a Minnesota State High
School League Section
7A play-in game. The
Timberwolves team, “the
youngest in the state,”
according to the ISD 696
athletic director, posted a
3-16 record for the season.

The Wolves were
seeded tenth in the post
season and faced off against
the Rails (10-14) who were
seeded seventh.

Ely managed just 16
shots on goal in the contest,

" while Proctor pelted sopho-

more goalie Chase Sandberg
with 46 pucks to the net.

The Rails scored early
in the first period to take
a 1-0 lead. Junior Jimmy
Zupancich answered with
an even-strength goal,
assisted by senior standout
Luke Olson, at 7:26 to tie
the score at 1-1. Proctor
answered in quick fashion,
with goals at 8:15 and 8:44,
to regain the lead. Another
goal at 13:58 gave the Rails
a4-1 lead after the opening
frame. Ely had two power
play opportunities in the
first period, but could not
take advantage of the extra
skater on the ice.

The Wolves were
allowed just three shots to

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B

BOYS B-BALL

Friday, Feb. 21

North Woods at Chisholm,
7:15 p.m.

Ely hosts South Ridge,
7:15p.m.

Monday, Feb. 24
North Woods hosts Carlton,
715 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 25

Ely hosts Silver Bay,
715 p.m.

GIRLS B-BALL

Friday, Feb. 21
Ely at South Ridge, 5:45 p.m.




ZD February 21, 2020

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ely topples Grizzlies with seco

[n defensive battle, Timberwolves end up on top

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

the Timberwolves went five-of-12
from the free-throw line to match
the Grizzlies’ output going into
intermission.

A key to Ely’s success in the
second half was lockdown defense.
They held Wardas and Kinsey score-
less, and Grizzlies go-to scoring
threat Brynn Simpson managed just
four free thows and six overall points.
No other Grizzly scored from the
charity stripe.

Held totwo points in the first half,
Latourell got on track and hit for nine
inthe second. Combined with Perry’s
eight points, the Timberwolves
steadily pulled away from the
Grizzlies. Any hopes North Woods

had for a comeback were squashed
by Mattson, who drained seven
free throws down the stretch. The
Timberwolves drew 21 fouls and
went 14-of-27 from the line.

Perry was the game’s high scorer
with 15, followed by Mattson with
12 and Latourell with 11. Strong led
the Grizzlies with eight.

FIELD TWP — Knotted up at
halftime, the Ely Timberwolves
girls came out of the locker room
loaded for bear as Erika Mattson,
Grace Latourell, and Madeline Perry
combined for 26 second-half points
to score a 44-29 road win Thursday
over the North Woods Grizzlies.

Sasha Strong, Kennedy Wardas,
and Hannah Kinsey kept the Grizzlies
in the game in the first half offen-
sively, scoring 13 of the team’s 15
points,all from the field. North Woods
defenders protected the basket well,
allowing just five Ely field goals, but

Right: Ely freshman Madeline
Perry takes aim at the basket as
she gets tangled up with the
Grizzlies’ Brynn Simpson and
Hannah Kinsey.

photos by C. Stone

nd-half Surge

BOYS BASKETBALL

SKIERS...Continued from page 1B

need to be strong and powerful with
lots of training base.”

According to Anderson, the
state meet can often be over-
whelming, particularly for younger
members of the team who haven’t
been there before. “The first-timers
were pretty overwhelmed by it all
and tried to ski their best, but it’s
very hard the first time because
everyone is FAST and you get
passed a lot.” While still young,
Anderson said Devine showed
real poise as a returning racer in
state competition. “She was quite
composed and handled herself as a
seasoned, much older racer. I was

GRIZZ....Continued from page 1B

Kleppe to experiment with different
combinations of starters and bench
playersin the second half while still
extending their lead.

“It was a fun game,” Kleppe
said. “We’re coming off six games
in two weeks, so it was nice to see
them bring the energy and play
well.”

Trevor Morrison dominated the
lane, scoring 43 points and grabbing
15 rebounds in only 26 minutes of
play. Chiabotti tallied 27 points,
followed by Jared Chiabotti with
13. Darius Goggleye and Brenden
Chiabotti each scored 10.

Virginia’s height presented

HOCKEY ...Continued from page 1B

the netin the second period. Proctor
peppered Sandberg with 20 scoring
chances, coming away with five
more goals to take a 9-1 lead.

Ely opened the third period
with a goal by senior Jason Skube
at 3:52, assisted by eighth graders
Sam Leeson and Tyler Walker, to
cut the lead to 9-2. The Rails kept
the pressure on with three more
goals, at 6:32, 9:10 and 14:20, for
the 12-2 victory. They advanced to
play second-seeded Duluth Denfeld
Tuesday in a 7A quarterfinal.

Ely loses to Mora
In their final regular-sea-
son game last Thursday the

very proud of her,” said Anderson.

Returning Ely skiers all
improved on their previous times
from last year’s state competition.
And some Ely skiers saw dramat-
ic improvement even during last
week’s competition. Senior Nate
Netifee, for example, was in 52nd
place at the end of the first round of
skiing. “But Nate had an exciting
second race,” said Anderson. “He
moved 12 places, to 40th place.”
His finish, at a time of 31:01.2,
proved the second-best Ely boys
finish. Fellow senior Raif Olson was
about thirty seconds behind, with a
final time 0f 31:36.9, good for 60th.

Sophomore Gabriel Pointer was
right behind, finishing 65th with
a time of 31:46.0. Other Ely boys
competing included Jon Hakala,
with a time of 33:55.4, and Micah
Larson at 34:24 0.

Among the girls, senior Brooke
Pasmick finished second among Ely
skiers, with a time of 37:53.2, good
for 64th place. Cedar Ohlhauser
notched a time of 39:09.8, Phoebe
Helms finished at 39:28.7, Kalyssa
Eilrich finished at 39:41.6, Julia
Schwinghamer finished at 40:06.9,
and AnaBercher finished at40:52 4.

some matchup problems, but the
Grizzlieskeptitclose, trailing42-35
at the half. After a couple of quick
North Woods baskets to open the
second, the Blue Devils went on a
tear, opening a 60-43 lead.

“It was looking pretty grim,”
Kleppe said. “But even with foul
trouble we battled, got some shots,
got to the free-throw line.”

The Grizzlies came all the way
back, tying the game 69-69 on a TJ
Chiabotti three-pointer,and had the
ball with the opportunity to take the
lead. But North Woods came up
empty in consecutive trips while
Virginiascored twice. Fouls caught

up with Goggleye and Morrison,
leaving the Grizzles without them
inthe game’s decisive final minutes.
“We played the last four
minutes pretty slim,” Kleppe said.
“We just had some untimely turn-
overs and unfortunately that kept
us from closing at the end.”
TJ Chiabotti had a game high
32 points, and Morrison added 18.
A rare late season break gives
the Grizzlies a chance to recharge
before hitting the road Friday for
a game at Chisholm. North Woods
will be back at home Monday
against Carlton.

Timberwolves lostto Mora/Milaca,
8-2, at Mora Civic Center. Ely
had 13 scoring chances and Mora/
Milaca hit freshman goalie Ben
Cavalier with 41 shots on goal.

The Timberwolves scored on
two power play goals, the first one
at 13:08 in the second period, by
eighth grader Wes Sandy with an
assist by Olson. Jimmy Zupancich
scored at 4:01 in the third period
with an assist by senior Dalton
Schreffler.

In an update to the Ely school
board last week, Tom Coombe
defendedtheteam’slow victory total
by noting that the Timberwolves

were outmatched in most every
contest this year due to the lack of
upper classmen on the varsity team.
“I feel very safe in saying that we
have the youngest hockey team in
the state,” he said.

The 2019-2020 team fielded
justahandful of juniors and seniors,
along with eighteighth graders, four
freshman, and two sophomores.

The Wolves won two out of
three games against Bagley-Fosston
this year, and took a long road trip
into Wisconsin to notch their third
win of the season against Siren
High School.

Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger ¢ Published by the Timberjay

Wolves notch
tWO MOre wins

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
ELY — The

Timberwolves grabbed a
big lead early and coasted
in the second half to an
80-59 win here over Mt.
Iron-Buhl. “We were up
49-26 at the half,” said
Ely Head Coach Tom
McDonald. “We shot the
ball really well in the first
half, connecting on 70
percent.”

Ely posted big nights
from three of its players,
all of whom notched dou-
ble-doubles. Ely junior
Brock Latourell had a big
night, pouring in 20 points
and grabbing 18 rebounds,
while senior Dylan Fenske
added 20 points of his
own,along with 11 boards.
Fellow senior Eric Omerza
added 18 points and 13
assists to notch Ely’s third
double-double.

Junior Emmett

Faltesek contributed as
well, with 11 points.

Playing in Chisholm
last Friday, five players hit
doublefiguresasthe Wolves
racked up a 99-72 victory
over the Bluestreaks. “We
played well offensively
and shot the ball well,”
said McDonald. “And we
defended well enough to
get the win.”

Fenske and Latourell
led the way in scoring, with
22 points apiece, while
Fenske added six steals
and nine rebounds to his
totals for the night. Omerza
nearly notched a rare
triple-double, adding 18
points, 11 assists,and eight
rebounds in addition to five
steals. Faltesek tallied 17
points, while junior Will
Davies added 12.

With the regular
season winding down, the
Wolves host South Ridge
on Friday and Silver Bay
on Tuesday.
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Barbara L.
Zimmerman
Barbara
Zimmerman, 76, of
Virginia,passed away
on Friday, Feb. 7,
2020, athome with her

loving husband by her
side. A Celebration of

Lee

Life will be held at a
later date. Memorials
are preferred to The
Humane Society.
Arrangements are
with Mlaker Funeral
Home of Cook.
Barbara was born
to Walter and Ethel
(Bursch) Dodds on
Dec. 11, 1943, in
Minneapolis. She was
a graduate of Osseo
High Schoolin Osseo.
Barbara grew up on
the family farm in
Maple Grove. It was
there that she met her
future husband, Todd
Zimmerman. They
were united in mar-
riage on Feb.29,1963.
The couple lived for a

time near the cities and
then ventured north
to Lake Vermilion
where they spent five
years building ahome
together on Wolf Bay.
The couple spent the
next40 yearsenjoying
time both on the lake
and at their home in
Virginia.

Barbara enjoyed
working as a beauti-
cian. She also volun-
teered at the Virginia
Hospital Gift Shop
and spent many hours
volunteering to help
anyone who might be
inneed. Barbaraloved
the adventures that
she and her husband
embarked on; they

loved to fish together
and also traveled the
world together. They
trekked all over the
United States includ-
ing Honolulu, Hawaii
and Anchorage,
Alaska. They also
traveled abroad to
Australia and New
Zealand.

Barbara cher-
ished time spent with
family and friends.
Shelovedsitting many
hours just visiting
with her neighbors.
Barbara had a kind
heart and everyone
who was close to her
knew that she had an
immense love for her
dogs. Barbara was

a person who was
always joyful, forever
kind, and endlessly
giving.

Barbara is sur-
vived by her beloved
husband of 57 years,
Todd Zimmerman;
brothers, Bob, John,
Jim, David and Ray
Dodds; sister, Mary
Ann Refshaw; and
many nieces and
nephews.

She was preced-
ed in death by her
parents, Walter and
Ethel; and brothers,
Darryl, William and
Paul Dodds.

Sidney N.
Wovcha

Sidney Norman
“Sid” Wovcha, 85,
of Virginia and Lake
Vermilion-Tower,
passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, Feb.
8, 2020, at Diamond
Willow Assisted
Living in Mt. Iron.
Funeral services were
held on Monday, Feb.
17 at Range Funeral
Home in Virginia
with Pastor Erik Roth
officiating. Interment
was at Greenwood
Cemetery in Virginia.

He is survived
by his wife of 65 years,
Loretta (Alto) Wovcha

of Virginia; broth-
ers, Merle and James
Wovcha; daughter,
Laurie (Wovcha)
Erkkila; grandchil-
dren, Matthew and
James Molinaro,
Rosalie and Aliina
Erkkila, Gerald
Wovcha and Eleanor
(Wovcha) Goode; and
great-grandchildren,
Peter, Marie, Thomas
and Joseph Goode
and Mia Mahoney-
Wovcha.

PUBLIC NOTICES

MORCOM TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

MORCOM TOWNSHIP ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING will be held on Tuesday, March
10 at 8:30 pm following the closing of the
Township Elections at 8:00 pm. Location:
Bear River School, Hwy 22, Cook, MN 55723.

Sasha Lehto, Morcom Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 14 & 21, 2020

FIELD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters
of Field Township, County of St. Louis, and
State of Minnesota, that the Annual Election
of Town Officers and Annual Town Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020.

In case of inclement weather, the
election and meeting will be postponed
until Tuesday, March 17, 2020.

The election poll hours will be from
5:00 — 8:00 p.m.
at which time the voters will elect by ballot:
One Supervisor for a term of 3 years
One Clerk for a term of 2 years

The Board of Canvass will meet
following the Election.

The Annual Meeting will commence
following the Board of Canvass to conduct
all necessary business prescribed by law.
The meeting will include a presentation on

broadband internet.

The Annual Election and Meetings will be
held at the Field Town Hall.

The Reorganization Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, March 17 at 7 p.m. (in case of
inclement weather will be on March 24).
Pat Chapman, Town Clerk, Field Township

Published in the Timberjay, February 21, 2020

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ELECTION

MN 205.16, subd 4

THE GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP ANNUAL
ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY,
MARCH 10, 2020.

POLLS WILL BE OPEN 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. AT THE GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
HALL

OFFICES TO BE ELECTED: This March

election will be for the election of:
Supervisor Position 1---3-year term
Supervisor Position 2---3-year term
Clerk Position------------- 2-year term

Question #1 whether to adopt
Option B — providing for the Town Clerk and
Town Treasurer positions to be appointed by
the Town Board, pursuant to the authority of
Minn. Stat. 367.31, Subd.1

Yes No

The election will be held on Tuesday, March
10, 2020 with polls open from 7:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. at the Greenwood Town Hall, 3000
County Road 77, Tower MN. In case of
inclement weather, the election will be held
on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, with the same
place and times. MS365.51 subd1

ANNUAL MEETING
The Greenwood Township Annual Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, at
the Greenwood Town Hall at 8:15 p.m.

The Greenwood Town Board will meet imme-
diately following adjournment of the Annual
Meeting to pay bills and canvass election
results.

Sue Drobac, Greenwood Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay,
Feb. 21, 28 & March 6, 2020

MORCOM TOWNSHIP

St. Louis County, MN
NOTICE OF PRESIDENTIAL
NOMINATION PRIMARY ELECTION

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 207A.11, a
Presidential Nomination Primary will be held
on March 3, 2020, in the State of Minnesota,
the County of St. Louis.

Presidential nomination primary voters must
be registered to vote pursuant to Minnesota
Statute 201.054, subd. 1. Nomination prima-
ry voters must also request the ballot of the
major political party for whose candidate the
individual wishes to vote. Polling place elec-
tion judges must record in the polling place
roster the name of the major political party
whose ballot the voter requested. The county
auditor must include the name of the major
political party whose ballot the voter request-
ed with the voting history of the nomination
primary election. The major political party
ballot selected by a nomination primary voter
is private data, except that it will be shared
with the chairs of the major political parties in
the State of Minnesota.

POLLING HOURS: 8 am - 8 pm
POLLING LOCATION: Bear River School

Sasha Lehto, Township Clerk, 218-969-5812

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 14 & 21, 2020

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
Annual Town Meeting
Tuesday, March 10, 2020

The Annual Town Meeting for Bearville
Township will be held on Tuesday, March
10, 2020, beginning at 6:30 pm at the
Bearville Town Hall, to set the levies, and to
conduct any and all other business proper to
be conducted when the Annual Meeting is
convened. Residents of Bearville Township
who are eligible to vote may vote at the
Annual Meeting. All meetings are open to
the public.

In case of inclement weather, the Annual
Town Meeting will be held one week later
on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at the time and
place stated.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk
218-376-4495 bearvi@frontiernet.net
Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 21, 2020

VERMILION LAKE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified
voters of Vermilion Lake Township, County
of St. Louis and State of Minnesota, that
the Annual Election of Town Officers and
Annual Town Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, 2020

In case of inclement weather, the
election and meeting will be postponed
until Tuesday, March 17, 2020.

The election poll hours will be open from
1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at which time the
voters will elect by ballot:

One Supervisor for a term of 3 years
One Clerk for a term of 2 years

The Annual Meeting will commence at
8:15 p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.

The Annual Election and Meeting will be
held at the following location:

VERMILION LAKE TOWN HALL
6703 WAHLSTEN ROAD

NOTE: Board of Canvass will meet
following the Annual Meeting.

Crystal Alaspa, Vermilion Lake Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 21 & 28, 2020

TOWN OF EMBARRASS
Annual Meeting Notice

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Embarrass Township,
County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, that the Annual Township
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the meeting may be postponed until the third Tuesday in
March (3/17).

The Annual Meeting will commence at 7:00 pm to conduct all neces-
sary business prescribed by law. This meeting will be held at:

Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd., Embarrass, MN 55732
Jennifer Boese, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 21, 2020

FIELD TOWNSHIP

The Public Accuracy Testing of the Auto
Mark voting machine for Field Township will
take place Thursday, February 27, 7 p.m. at
the Field Town Hall.

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach

readers

Pat Chapman/Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 21, 2020
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puzzie from Feb. 14

by Linda Thistle answersomss

3 1 2
9 7 8|6

3 4 8

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate ¢ € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOYV!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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utdoor

Our lives in the

S Northwoods

REGIONAL - The All-
Terrain Vehicle Association
of Minnesota (ATVAM)
will hold its 2020 state
Convention Sept. 18-20 in
the Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass
and Tower area. The event
will be hosted by the local-
ly-based Prospector ATV
Club.

The convention, held
during the slower autumn
season and one week prior to
the Ely Marathon, promises
to be an economic boost for
area businesses. The event
is open to everyone who
wishes to participate.

Activities planned in Tower, Embarrass and Ely

A flyer for the event,
posted on the Prospector
Loop ATV Club Facebook
page, details the activities
for the convention. The
Ride and Rally event will
kick-off the convention on
Friday, Sept. 18, when reg-
istration opens at 8 a.m. at
the same time as a pancake
breakfast at Timber Hall in
Embarrass.

A VIP ride will follow,
starting at 10 a.m., and will
include a VIPlunch on Lake
Vermilion. Other Friday

events include an ATV Big
Air Tour in Babbitt, and
dinner specials at local
restaurants starting at5 p.m.

On Saturday, Sept.
19, the Morse-Fall Lake
Volunteer Fire Dept. will
host a pancake breakfast at
its fire hall from 7:30 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. Registration
will run all day (8 am.to 5
p-m.) at Grand Ely Lodge,
and starting at 10 a.m. there
will be guided ATV rides
offered at various locations.

That night there will be

a silent auction from 4 to 8
p.m., a banquet from 5 to
7:30 p.m., and the general
membership meeting and
electionat 7 p.m.at Historic
Pioneer Mine in Ely.
People can register
for the Ride and Rally
at ATVAM.org. The price
for Friday’s guided ride and
VIP Lunch is $10. Cost for
guidedrides and the banquet
on Saturday is $35. Kids
under 12 can participate in
everything for free.

LEARNING IS FUN

Students try their
hand at ice fishing

LAKE VERMILION— Here’s a
testquestion that almost any area student
is likely to get right: “What’s more fun,
aday atschool oraday outice-fishing?”

For about 70 elementary age stu-
dents from Nett Lake, Tower-Soudan,
and North Woods, the answer was
obvious, thanks to the Lake Vermilion
Guides League and Fortune Bay Resort
Casino,who teamed up last week to offer
aday out on the ice to the area students.

“We just want to introduce the
kids to ice fishing and give them a little
winter break,” said local fishing guide
Cliff Wagenbach, who volunteered for
the event. Students from Nett Lake and
Tower-Soudan enjoyed their day of
fishing on Tuesday, Feb. 11, while the
North Woods students took their turn
the following day.

The event is part of a continuing

effort by both the guides league and
Fortune Bay to introduce more young
people to fishing. Resource managers
have become increasingly concerned in
recent years over the trend of declining
participation by young people in tradi-
tional outdoor activities, like hunting
and fishing. Events like Take a Kid
Fishing, or Take a Kid Deer Hunting,
have become important ways of intro-
ducing young people to these types of
activities, in hopes that these traditions
will carry on to future generations.

Above: Guide Rob Bryers holds
a nice whitefish caught by fifth-
grade angler Elizabeth Udovich.

Right: Plenty of smiles with
another group of young anglers.
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Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

PUBLIC SAFETY

Snowmobhiler
dies near Tower

TOWER —A snow-
mobile crash last Thursday
evening on the Arrowhead
Trail, approximately 10
miles southwest of Tower,
claimed the life of a subur-
ban Minneapolis man.

Daniel James Cottew,
51, of Coon Rapids, was
traveling northbound at4:35
p.m. when his snowmobile
veered off the trail and struck
atree,according to St. Louis
Sheriff’s Department Sgt.
Kevin Friebe. Despite the
response from Tower Area
Ambulance, Vermilion Lake
First Responders, St. Louis
County Rescue Squad, the
U.S. Forest Service, and
North Memorial Air Care,
Cottew died at the scene.

Snowmobhilers
injured in fall
from cliff

ORR —A Valentine’s
Day accident approximate-
ly 15 miles north of Orr
sent two injured central
Minnesota snowmobilers
to a Duluth hospital with
non-life-threatening inju-
ries.

Howard John Hedin, 69,
of Swanville, and Victoria
Lynn Spandl, 52,of Randall,
were both operating snow-
mobiles in a group of eight
traveling northbound in
the ditch along Hwy. 53.
At about 10:45 p.m., near
Forest Rd. 614, both Hedin
and Spandl went over a
30-footrock cliff and landed
at the bottom of a ravine.

First responders used
a combination of rescue
toboggans, ropes, and an
ATV winchtoextract the pair
from the ravine. They were
taken by Orr Ambulance to
Essentia Health—St. Mary’s
Medical Center in Duluth.

Additional responding
units included Kabetogama
Fire and First Responders,
St. Louis County Rescue
Squad, the State Patrol, and
the National Park Service.

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the
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Happy Hour:

Mon-Thurs: 4-7 PM
Open 10 AM « 7 days a week

Beat the Bartender:
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MELGEORGE'S

ELEPHANT LAKE LODEE AND RESORT

Centrally located on Arrowhead Trail
RESTAURANT & BAR
Cabins & Lodge Rooms
Satellite TV
Plenty of trailer parking!

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC
SNOWMOBILE RACE

SATURDAY MARCH 14

www.melgeorges.com
Box 185, Orr, MN 55771
800-205-9001 « 218-374-3621

HAROLD'S
ARCTIC

. Large selection of non-current

* Most extensive parts &
accessories inventory in the area
* 52 years in the business
* Full line of Arctic Cat clothing
& accessories

FENG I IS WM

Centrally located between
Tower & Virginia

218-741-4275

Serving

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Beer ¢ Wine
(sled parking out back)

HOURS:
Sun 7:30 AM-2 PM « Breakfast to Noon
Monday Closed
Tues thru Saturday 7:30 AM-9:30 PM

145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN

www., msularestaurant com

218-365-4855

SNOWMOBILES WELGOME

Hours:
Friday thru Sunday
Noon-Close _.&*

-
2001 Bayview Drive, Tower, MN

Right off the Taconite Trail
between Tower & Ely...
next to Soudan’s Only Store!

* Comfy, cozy rooms
,.* Great rates starting at
& $88 per night 22
* Wifi &
* Continental breakfast

NEW PROJECT/CLASSROOM
on lower level!

218-753-2333

30 Center Street, Soudan

OPEN DAILY

Mon-Sat 6 a.m.

* 6 am breakfast Mon.-Sat.
and 8 am breakfast
on Sun. \

¢ 5-7 pm happy hour
Mon.-Fri.

* Daily meal specials

* Home made soups
& chili

* Friday fish fry

* Pool table, dart board

316 Main St, Tower
218-753-6097
www.goodoldaystower.com

218-753-2469

@os5ING'S

www. lossings.com

Minnesota’s Newest
Ski-Doo Dealer
» New and Used Sleds *
Located right off the
Stony Spur Trail

Snowmobile Rentals Available

Direct Access to
Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

Cable TV ¢ Internet
Microwaves ¢ Coffee
Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Tower, MN
Hwy. 169 on the left as
you enter Tower from the west. |

218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

%ERMILION
CLUB

& POORGARY'S PIZZA

o LARGEBAR o A
SNOWMOBILES @\
WELCOME! /8@

Hours:
Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close;

Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room:
Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM
Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM
Poor Gary’s Pizza:
Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

3191 Hwy 77, Tower
(Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant
753-5707 Pizza

+ FOOD

7 LODGING

v 24/7 GAMING
+" PREMIUM GAS

i -
d e

;x.h_)' "
‘: ¥

800.555.1714
FORTUNEBAY.COM

0
"ermilion Hotel

SNOWMOBILES WELCOME
COMFORTABLE ROOMS
AFFORDABLE RATES

320 S Hwy 53
Cook * MN
(218) 666-2272
vermilionhotel.com

On beautiful ?
Pelican Lake
ORR, MN

15 unit motel « Satellite TV
Refrigerators « FREE wireless
Sporting Goods * Bait
Tackle » Maps * Gifts & More

4513 Hwy 53, Orr MN
218-757-3272

normansorrmn.com

Snowmobiles
Welcome!
Fireside Lobby

Bar & Restaurant
FREE Wi-Fi
Swimming Pool
Hot Tub & Sauna

4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN
WWW. ovesonpellcan
lakeresortandinn.com

1-800-860-3613 * 218-757-3613

q/oyagaire 4(_\}:_‘_‘

Lodge & Houseboats
Gateway to
Voyageurs Nat’l Park

BAR & DINING ROOM
OPEN DAILY

Lodging « Gas *« ATM
Mechanic On-Site
SNOWMOBILE RENTALS

1-800-882- 6287

www.voyagaire.com

ST emar Howrie =
- #"

See Virtual Tours & Every
Property On The Market

On Our Easy Map Search!
il 4

JANISCH

— REALTY —
(218) 780-6644

JanischRealty.com
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

FRANDSEN BANK & TRUST

Real people. Real results,
Customer Service Representative

Frandsen Bank & Trust is a growing com-
pany looking for a Full-time Customer
Service Representative for our Tower, MN
office. Responsibilities will include handling
routine financial transactions while ensur-
ing a positive interaction with customers/
non-customers; handling customer inquiries
and research; FB&T product knowledge and
cross selling product as appropriate.

The qualified individuals will provide pro-
fessional, superior customer service to both
internal and external customers. A pleasant
disposition and ability to communicate clearly
and effectively to new and existing customers
is a must. Candidates must have an eye for
detail, work efficiently and cooperatively, and
be flexible. Teller experience is preferred.

Frandsen Bank & Trust is owned by Frandsen
Financial Corporation (“FFC”), an inter-state
bank holding company with $1.7 billion in
assets and over 30 offices. To learn more
about our company please visit www.frands-
enfinancial.com. 2/28

Local Delivery Driver

If you live in the Tower-Babbitt area this
may be a perfect opportunity for you!

Deliver fuel oil and propane to residents and businesses
in the Ely, Lake Vermillion, Virginia areas. We’re growing,
expanding and we need good help. Class B license at a
minimum but we pay more for Class A CDL with expe-
rience and a wiliness to drive other equiment. Perfect
job for someone wanting to get off the over-the-road or
those who prefer a more stay-local routine and more fam-
ily time. Good pay with benefits. Consistent schedule.
Consistent work. OT available. We're a local, family-run
business with family values. So if you're tired of working
for “the corporation”, come see us.

Applications at or resumes to:
Edwards Oil and Propane, 820 Hoover Rd.,
Virginia, MN 55792
www.edwardsoilandpropane.com

fhﬁ HELP
ey WANTED

VBOAL SORESS We are looking to fill the

Laks varmition » Tower MH - following positions. Age
and experience levels

can vary. Full-time and part-time available.

% Parts & Service Manager <+ Rigger
« Service Tech < Gas/Dock/Yard Person

Aronson Boat Works, Pike Bay Dr., Tower
Call, Text, or Stop In For Information

218-753-4190

Customer Service Representative
North Star Insurance Agency

Part-time hours. Flexibility. Paid time off.
Holiday pay. 401(k) match. Seeking the right
person to join our professional team. Great
opportunity for someone looking to work
part-time. Training available. Assistance in
getting licensed. Could grow into full-time
if desired. Our agency is growing, this is a
good time to get involved. Apply on Indeed
or stop in for an application at 24 S. River
Street. tfn

m

DEPARTMENT OF IROM RAMNGE
RESOURCES & REHABILITATION

Loan Officer Supervisor
Working Title: Director of Business
Development
Permanent, Full-time Position

Eveleth, MN

Oversee the delivery of the agency’s Business
Development programs. Direct, monitor,
evaluate and report on all aspects of the
agency’s business development program.
Monitor and maintain the agency’s loan port-
folio. Administer, coordinate and develop the
agency'’s activities related to business devel-
opment under guidance of the Executive
Director of Development. Take a lead role
in reviewing and evaluating applications for
financing and make recommendations to the
Executive Director of Development. Assist
the Executive Director of Development in
managing the agency’s loan program in
accord with agency and state policies, laws
and regulations. Prepare and/or review legal
documents for approved projects. Supervise
personnel and assist in the formation and
coordination of economic development ini-
tiatives and business outreach efforts in the
agency’s service area.

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers
Job ID number is 38691

Contact Barbara Sanders with questions at
barbara.sanders @state.mn.us
or 218-735-3027

Application deadline: 03/06/2020
Equal Opportunity Employer 3/6

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

BEARVILLE TOWNSHIP
Board of Audit Meeting

DATE CHANGE NOTICE

The date of the Bearville Township Board
of Audit has been changed to Thursday,
February 27,2020 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville

Town Hall. This meeting will consist of auditing
the books for the year ending December 31,
2019 and preparing a budget and proposed
levies to submit to the Annual Town Meeting.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 21, 2020

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

Motivated employees for established local
business. Must be reliable and a team player.
Must enjoy working outdoors and be able to
lift 50 pounds for a majority of the day. Duties
could be delivery and assembly of boat lifts
and docks or welding, painting, and decking.
Call in person to schedule an interview — 218-
365-6210. This is an opportunity for a fun
and enjoyable season at Docks on Wheels.
Compensation based on qualifications. 4/10

HELP WANTED

Full time office assistant/bookkeeper. Must
be well organized, efficient and upbeat.
Knowledge of Quickbooks, Word and Excel
a plus. Customer service experienced pre-
ferred. Call Docks on Wheels to schedule an
interview- 218-365-6210. 4/10

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee
Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook,
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN
55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545. tin

WILDERNESS OUTFITTING
SHOP MANAGER

(Seeking year-round manager)

Work on the edge of the BWCAW in a close-
knit community passionate about wilderness
adventure. This is an excellent position for
someone with significant Boundary Waters
knowledge and experience. Competitive
hourly pay. Potential subsidized housing in
Ely. Access to canoes and gear on days off.

Full job details and application:
elyoutfittingcompany.com/jobs 22

Municipal Liquor Store
Manager Position Availability

The City of Cook is ready to hire its next full-
time manager for Last Chance Liquors, the
city-owned off-sale package store that is con-
veniently located just off Highway 53. The
manager is responsible for the success of
this municipal enterprise including strict legal
compliance, excellent customer service, and
net profit goals set by the City Council. The
position reports to the City Administrator
and directly supervises all store employees.
Qualifications include: high school diploma
or equivalent; three years of relevant expe-
rience as explained in job description; and,
preferably, an associate’s or higher degree
and managerial experience in a liquor estab-
lishment or retail sales environment that
included profit/loss responsibility, staff super-
vision, and skill in evaluating operations and
managing improvements. Able to be bonded
under City’s selected insurer and insurance
coverages. Full pay range is $39,312 -
$52,908; hiring range up to $46,056 DOQ.

To apply: Visit City’s website cookmn.us
or call Cook City Hall at (218) 666-2200.
Deadline is March 2, 2020 for required appli-
cation forms. 2/21

— Super Crossword ———
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NOTICE OF TESTING OF
AUTOMARK VOTING SYSTEM

MORCOM TOWNSHIP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Morcom
Township shall perform a public accuracy
test of the AutoMark Voting system to be
used in the Presidential National Primary
on March 3, 2020 and the Township Annual
Election held on March 10, 2020. The test
shall be conducted at the Bear River School,
on February 25 at 5 pm, and again on March
5 at 5:30 pm.

Interested individuals are authorized to attend
and observe.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Sasha Lehto, Clerk at 218-969-5812 or
email: morcomtownshipmn@gmail.com.

Sasha Lehto, Morcom Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 14 & 21, 2020

MORCOM TOWNSHIP
Notice of Filing for Town
Offices to be Elected

Notice is hereby given that a town election
will be held in the Township of Morcom, St.
Louis County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, March
10, 2020 from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

The following terms will be expiring:

1 Supervisor Seat — for a term of 3 years

1 Clerk — for a term of 2 years

Elections will be held at the Bear River
School, Highway 22, Cook, MN 55723 from
4:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Sasha Lehto, Morcom Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 14 & 21, 2020

VERMILION
LAKE

TOWNSHIP
Vermilion Lake
Township will
conduct a Public
Accuracy Test
on the AutoMark
Assistive  Voting
Machine on
Tuesday, February
25,2020, at 10 a.m.
at the Vermilion
Lake Town Hall,
6703 Wabhlsten
Road.

Crystal  Alaspa,
Town Clerk

Published in the
Timberjay,
Feb. 21, 2020

KUGLER

TOWNSHIP
Kugler Township
will  conduct a
Public  Accuracy
Test on the
AutoMark Assistive
Voting Machine on
Monday, February
24, 2020, at 5:30
p.m. at the Kugler
Town Hall.

Julie  Suihkonen,
Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay,
Feb. 21, 2020

EMPLOYMENT

A COOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER

Our Speciaity i You
OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center
FT Director of Nursing- LTC (sign-on bonus)
PT Nursing Assistant

(sign-on bonus- wage starting at $15.88/hr.

Imaging
Full Time Radiologic Tech (sign-on bonus)

Environmental Services

PT Restorative Nursing Assistant

Casual Housekeeper & Laundry Aide

(Wage starting at $12.80/hr.)

Adult Day Services
Casual RN/LPN

Business Office

Casual Secretary/Receptionist

Rehabilitation

FT Physical Therapist (sign-on bonus) TO APPLY:
Dieta! y More Infof Contact Human Eesouroes

Part Time Dietary Aide/Cook
(Wage starting at $12.80/hr.)

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org
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Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

5 7

8 3

2

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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& TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and

resources prevent the newspaper from investigating !

ads placed in the classified section. If you respond

to an ad, we urge you to
prudence that you would u

use the same care and
se when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

il
[

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.

45 E. Chapman Street
ELY

365-3132
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

FOR RENT

2 BR APARTMENT AVAIL.
MARCH 1- Bay View
Apartments in Orr. Call Dennis
at 218-780-0200. tfn

LICENSE
BUREAU

AREA  LICENSE
-221 S.  Hwy
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5,
FastTrack Title  Service-
MVR-DNR-Limited DL, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals.
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover/AmEx. Questions call

COOK
BUREAU-

218-666-6199. tfn
SNOW REMOVAL
VERMILION SNOW

MANAGEMENT- Serving the
entire Lake Vermilion area.
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks.
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tin

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

answers to Feb. 14

Sudoku from page 3B
— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer
3|8|7]|¢e|6|1|4]|2]|5
1/2|9(5|7|4(8|6|3
5(4|6|2|8|3|9|1]|7
4(7|5]|1(9|2|6(3|8
2|1|8|6(3|5(7|9]|4
6(9(3|7|4|8[1]|5]|2
8|5|4|3|1|6[2]|7]|9
g(6|2|8|5|7(3|4]|1
7(3(1]|4|2|9(5|8]|6

Call
7153-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
* Trim
¢ One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
¢ Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

SUPPORT
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church.

HELP WANTED

SMALL, LOCAL NON-PROFIT
SEEKS PT BOOKKEEPER.
Contract position, 8-10 hrs/
month. Background check
required upon acceptance.
Please send resume and salary
requirements to elybookkeep-
er@gmail.com. 2/21

SUMMER KITCHEN HELP
WANTED- Now hiring cook/bak-
ers/kitchen assistant and clean-
ers. Join our happy kitchen at
Camp Voyageur on Farm Lake.
We do from scratch cooking
and baking. If you appreciate
the outdoors, are a quick learn-
er, an independent worker and
enjoy working with youth, con-
tact us at: cvspirit@campvoya-
geur.com or 218-235-1975. tfn

Classifieds run in all 3 editions
of the Timberjay.

I
I

I

|

I Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.

: Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
: (private parties only). We now accept payment by

1 Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
: 753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the
I

1

1

[ 5

“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.
Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

MARINE

m @*mmm-m EVINRUDE @

. i ALUMAMELD e Pasakassr B GODERE

Boats- Family - Fun! 218-993-2214
Marina Services

Boat Sales & Repairs ¢ Boat & Motor Rentals
RV Sites » Marina Slips * Boat Storage

Setvice Hours: M-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-4, Sun 9-3

No Mechanics on Sunday

Store
Ice Cream Cones * Clothing & Gifts ¢ Gas & Bait

Store Open: 7 days a week 8§ AM-7 PM

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

}LG[N.’;S.‘T.I]’.L}..E
e i g Aot Mo

&ﬁruhcﬁfﬂf"
* Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

SUPPORT
GROUPS

VIRGINIA.-  AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

i : :
OUTBOARDS
Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

P
AiiﬂN i *N

CHOAT WORKS
L8]

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun: By appointment
JUND) i

[S
_PROVEN
S

PEACLAY

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Serwce/RepalrsISaIes
Mechanic on Duty

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas”
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12
Steps. For women seeking help
and hope to recover from any
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food,
gambling etc. Every Thursday
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential
compassionate local support
call the Rural AIDS Action
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS-
“Credit problems? No problem!”
No way. A poor credit history
takes time to repair, no mat-
ter what anybody claims. The
Federal Trade Commission
says no company can remove
accurate or timely information
from your credit report. Learn
more about managing credit
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A
message from The Timberjay
and the FTC.

WANTED

BABBITT ALERT

| am looking for a husband and wife
from Babbitt. | talked to you at Fortune Bay
a few weeks ago, about your 10-year

battle with the Veterans Administration
to get some pay for the wife.
It is very important. | can help you.

Please call Peggy at 218-306-6095.

answers to Feb. 21 puzzle

—— Weekly SUDOKU —

Answer
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moccasinpointmarine.com
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Sllper Crossword —COoMPARE THEE?

ACROSS 56 Vacuum tube 91 Big DOWN 44 “Mad Money” 77 That girl's
1 Scared variety company, 1 Leaning host Jim 78 Here, to Fifi
7 Side of acut 58 Pastoral tract investment- 2 Engaged 46 Bad guy 79 Fidel's friend
gem 59 Spanish for wise man 47 Pakistanis' 82 Immerse
12 Fighting junk “‘houses” 94 Swirly letter 3 Parish leader neighbors 85 Opposite
e-mail 60 Prefix with 95 Around, asa 4 Singer 48 Not foreign, 87 Pretend
20 GMC truck mobile year India.— as policy 88 Long-jawed
21 Sunni's god 63 Charles of 96 Warble 5 Papas of “Z” 49 Lyric works fish
22 “Mona Lisa” chair design 99 “l — film 6 Mends,as 50 “Judge not, 89 Biblical beast
painter 64 Founding today ...” holey socks —ye be 92 Philips rival
23 Danes father (Beatles 7 Less true judged” 93 Attire
wearing Franklin lyric) 8 —carte 51 Tirana’s land; 95 Lunar
more frills? 66 Hemingway 103 Buck looking menu Abbr. feature
25 Easily caught feeling more more sickly? 9 Filmteaser 52 Dee lead-in 97 Defames in
baseball hits uptight? 108 Nobelist 10 British noble 53 Vendor’s writing
26 TV reception 69 Noblewoman Bohr 11 2003-07 Fox pushable 98 — jet
enhancers 70 Flowers from 111 Fleur-de- — drama series vehicle 100 Keys of R&B
27 Tend the soil Mexico (iris) 12 Highmount 54 “Do —say, 101 Least naive
29 Court 72 Med. scans 112 Andean pack 13 Revived: not..." 102 Singer
mallets 73 Fisher using animals Prefix 55 “Grease” Simpson
30 SSgt., e.q. more off- 113 Light 14 First-rate director 103 Ruses
31 Steel city in color collision 15 “Actually ..” Kleiser 104 John on the
the Ruhr language? 116 Minnow, 16 Gunfire burst 57 Hunting dogs Mayflower
33 Feldman 76 Believing in eg. 17 Nosy sort 61 Old Glory’s 105 Chili server
acting more one God 118 Weird things 18 “Someone country 106 Boxer
bashfully? 80 “Remember 121 Duchamp Like You” 62 One being Griffith
36 Time spent the —I" showing singer examined 107 Fortuitous
in office 81 “Splendor in more 19 Lichen-filed 65 “Thor’ 109 Pole dance?
38 Rubbish the Grass” serenity? 24 Film’s actors actress 110 “Oh My My”
41 Angry with director 123 Chastised 28 Uterus Alexander singer Ringo
42 “Modern Kazan loudly 32 Drug busters 66 Old Balkan 114 Lion’s locks
Family” airer 82 John of lawn 124 Kowtow, 34 Hoopster region 115 “SOS!,”
45 Certain tractors say Ming 67 Lilly of e.g.
quadrilateral 83 |, to Klaus 125 Brown slowly 35 Newspaper drugs 117 Drescher or
47 One who's 84 Import 126 Grinning employee 68 Come to light Tarkenton
worshiped taxes villains, often 37 — tai 71 Jackie’s #2119 Gift for music
51 Griffin 86 Allen being 127 Nobelist Irish 39 “Buttonit” 73 “Curses!” 120 Many GPS
suffering more sly? poet 40 — polloi 74 Jai — lines: Abbr.
more pain? 90 Venue 128 Rococo 43 Happenedto 75 Basso Siepi 122 Gathered
1 2 13 [4 [5 |6 7 (8 (9 |10 |11 12 13 |14 |15 |16 (17 |18 (19
20 21 22
23 24 25
26 27 28 29

©2020 Kina Features Svndicate, inc. All richts reserved.
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance

h(lll[ HEAST

e & Abstracting
Northeast Title Company  ELY OFFICE
has competitive rates and 107 E Camp St « Ely, MN 55731
professional services assuring ~ Phone (218)365-5256
peace of mind for our ;ax (21 I\ﬁ)lf(;f?: 64
ngie Mikulic
Clzl;isrt](;m\;evr: gi?ﬁizgdinazﬁ: Office Manager/Closing Specialist
VIRGINIA OFFICE

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

612 13 St S + Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515

Fax (218)742-9383

Jodee Micheletti

t ﬁatlr?n?tvcth a P;Of?SSiO”al Owner/Closing Specialist
staff that takes pride in every
. . COOK OFFICE
closing. Our warm, friendly, and - p ¢, gy 539+ Gook MIN 55723
professional approach inallof  pJa (218)666-3174
our transactions ensures our  Fgy (218)742-9392

customers a level of comfortthat ~ Sharon Maronick
is unmatched in the industry.  Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

SNOW TOOL SALE
10% OFF

v SNOW SCOOPS
v SNOW SHOVELS
v SNOW RAKES

VERMILION LUMBER

l’[;m‘ HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
et

R} 218-753-2230 )
s | 302 Main St., Tower, MN VIsA|
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

YOU GALL WE HAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Well-drilling Equipment (Quner)
1816 Hwy 25 i ~
Propane Delivery Cook’W“)I/N winter projects done...

RATAI
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Steven Ratai

Let me get your indoor

kitchen & bathroom,
remodeling & flooring

218-780-1124

sandsratai@aol.com
Lic# BC396541

lo¢t these experts
help with
gour ngxt project

S Licensed Septic Design
& Installation
& Complete Site & Building Preparation
# Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
+ Digging, Dozing, Hauling

# Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220

2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

I,

——— cooacgy Jeep

Shop 24/7 for options, prices and photos at www.hibbingchrysler.us
1-877-HIBBING  218-263-7700 - 1321 E. 39th St., Hibbing, MN 55746

IIAIUI

REAL ESTATE

EdinaRealty.

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

w e

MLS#136114

Lake Country

A
o5 RE/MAX
\ 4

218-757-3233
www. TheLakeCountry.com

Cook-$38,500 40 wooded acres
on the corner of Hwy 22 and Hwy 5.

(218) 666-5352

www.bicrealty.com ¢ info@bicrealty.com

MYRTLE LAKE-Large building lot w/
approx. 300 ft Iksh and 4.5 acres. Partially

Pickerel Lake-$69,800 3.15 acres
with 404 ft of shoreline. MLS#137014

open land, shoreline is wooded, year-
round paved road-access, electricity

shoreline. MLS#137081

\ VERMILION

// Real Estate Apma aisals

Johnson Lake-$125,000 24 wooded
acres, boat-access. 2,200 ft of

available. Near public lands for hiking/
hunting. #137048
PRICE REDUCED! $135,000

Int’l Falls-Rainy Lake-$39,000
1.28 acres with lake-access and
shared dock. MLS#138835

COOK-Large storage building on .3 acre
backlot near Frazer Bay public access.
14 ft clearance w/ 4 stalls and 100 amp
panel. #136652

Orr-Pelican Lake-$220,000 Cabin
with 400 ft of lakeshore, sandy
shoreline and dock included.

PRICE REDUCED! $64,000

EMBARRASS-4 BR, 3 BA country
home on 40 acres. Numerous updates,
3-season porch, newer septic, drilled
well. Ponds, pole bldg, garage, outbuildings

and fence for livestock. #137132
PRICE REDUCED! $249,000
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