
ORR— A longtime 
commercial mainstay here 
went up in flames early 
Monday, Sept. 23, leaving 
questions about both the 
future of the business and 
the hole it leaves in Orr’s 
downtown. 

Wally’s Auto has been 
a significant employer and 
key automobile sales and 
service center in Orr for 
generations, yet the building 
that housed the business all 

these years was declared 
a total loss following this 
week’s blaze. 

“It’s a tragedy,” said 
Orr Mayor Joel Astleford. “I 
really hope they can rebuild. 
Wally’s is a real asset to our 
community.”

Fire departments from 
Orr, Cook, Crane Lake, Bois 
Forte, and Buyck responded 
quickly to the scene, but 
the auto service center was 
fully engulfed in flames 
when responders arrived on 
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— Members of the 
council and the public, Monday, 
received their most comprehensive 
look, to date, at the city of Tower’s 
financial circumstances as a result 

of chronic mismanagement by the 
former clerk-treasurer, Linda Keith. 

Interim clerk-treasurer Ann 
Lamppa, using an old-fashioned flip 
chart because her city computer has 

not functioned properly in more than a 
week, delivered an assessment devoid 
of sugar-coating. 

‘The city is in dire straits’

ELY – A cooling rain helped 
Ely Marathon participants last 
Saturday, who raced here in unusu-
ally mild and humid conditions for 
late September. 

More than 460 full- and 
half-marathon participants, along 
with 17 canoe portage racers and 

a couple of portage relay teams, 
traversed the curves and hills of the 
Echo Trail for the fifth annual event.

“We were very fortunate with 
the weather this year,” said orga-
nizer Wendy Lindsay of Stone 
Soup Events. “We had a nice rain 
shower just before 11 a.m. that the 
runners appreciated as it cooled 
them off in the humid conditions. 
We were worried about thunder and 

lightning, but we were able to finish 
all the races.”

While the humid weather 
may have kept some runners 
away and may have contributed 

Weather can’t compete with 2019 Ely Marathon

Interim clerk-treasurer paints grim financial picture
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Tower’s interim clerk-treasurer Ann Lamppa used a flip chart to 
illustrate the city’s financial circumstances. photo by J. Summit
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

FIRE CALLS

ORR LANDMARK 
DESTROYED

Wally’s Auto burned to the ground early Monday morning
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

BEATTY TWP- Fire destroyed a two-story log 
cabin at Pehrson Lodge Resort, on Lake Vermilion, 
this past Thursday, Sept. 19. Guests at a nearby cabin 
reported the fire shortly before 8 a.m. and the Cook Fire 
and Ambulance, Greenwood Fire Department, and Lake 
Vermilion Fire Brigade responded, along with the St. 
Louis County Sheriff’s Office.

Pehrson Lodge cabin burned

See...FIRE  pg. 9See...PEHRSON LODGE  pg. 9

Firefighters work to contain a fire at Wally’s 
Auto in Orr early Monday morning. 
photo courtesy of Pete Makowski/Northland Firewire

TOWER— City officials here released 
the names of the three finalists for Tower 
Clerk-Treasurer on Wednesday, with a 
second and most likely final interview set 
for Monday, Sept. 30 at a special meeting 
of the city council. That meeting will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and the interviews will be open 
to the public. 

The three finalists include Victoria 
Ranua, who works in Shakopee but lives in 
Soudan, Michael Philip Schultz, of Tower, 
and a third individual who withdrew shortly 
after agreeing to a second interview.

Ranua comes with a varied back-
ground, including a bachelor of science 
and a master’s degree in plant biology 
from the University of Minnesota in St. 
Paul. She owned and ran her own bee 
and honey operation near Shakopee from 
2013-2017 and spent eight years with the 
U.S. Navy Reserve. She was stationed in 
both Minneapolis and Brunswick, Maine, 
during her military career, which ended in 
2010. Since 2005, she was worked for the 
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, initially 
as a realty and environmental assessment 
specialist and later as the tribe’s land 
manager. She and her family moved to 

Finalists 
named for 
key city post

Andrew McNamara, 38, of 
Goodhue won the 2019 Ely 
Marathon. photo by K. Vandervort

Tower Clerk-Treasurer 
candidates to be 
interviewed on Monday

Hawks on the move... See /4B



ELY- On Saturday, Oct. 
12, an afternoon-long program, 
“Democratic Values in Action: A 
Northern Minnesota Issues Forum,” 
provides a deep dive into some of 
the issues that poll consistently as 
among the most important issues 
facing Americans today: economic 
inequality, healthcare, and climate 
change.

A panel of professionals will 
address these topics and engage the 
audience in a conversation about 
how we can best meet the current 
challenges we face. 

The event takes place at the 
Vermilion Community College 
Theatre in Ely Saturday, Oct. 12, 
from 1 to 4 p.m., with sign-in and 
light refreshments starting at 12:30 
p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. The college is located at 
1900 East Camp St. in Ely. 

Speakers include Kris Hallberg, 
Ph.D., World Bank economist; 
physicist Barbara Jones, Ph.D., and 
Rose Roach, Executive Director of 
the Minnesota Nurses Association. 

Ken Martin, Chair of the 
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-
Labor (DFL) Party, will set the stage 
for the panel with a discussion of 
DFL values and the policy issues 
that emerge from its commitment 
to those values.

The first in a series of education-
al forums in the works, “Democratic 
Values in Action” has been organized 
by North of the Divide DFL and 
members of the Outreach Committee 
of St. Louis County DFL Organizing 
Unit 03, which covers the area from 
Hermantown to Babbitt, Ely, Tower, 
Cook, Orr, Nett Lake, and north to 
the Canadian border. 

“For many generations, folks 
living on the Iron Range and at the 
end of the road have come togeth-
er to help neighbors and to solve 
problems together,” said Valerie 
Myntti, of Eagles Nest, one of the 
forum organizers, “whether it was 
working for safer mining conditions 
and better wages, or raising money 
to help a sick neighbor, or to rebuild 
a home lost to a fire.  Despite our 
disagreements, we Iron Rangers 
come together, learn together, work 
together, and together find solutions 
to the challenges we face.” 

“In that same bold Iron Range 
spirit, we will come together at the 
Issues Forum to think about and 
address the 21st Century challeng-
es our communities face,” Myntti 
said.  “Our past has shown us that 
courageous cooperation is the best 
path forward.”

How much inequality can 
we tolerate?

World Bank economist Kris 
Hallberg, Ph.D., will speak on trends 
in income and wealth inequality in 
the United States and the world. She 

will explain 
what has been 
driving the 
shift to a level 
of inequality 
we last expe-
rienced in the 
United States 
before two 
world wars 
and the Great 
Depression.

“It’s easy 
to show that income and wealth 
inequality has been increasing since 
about 1980,” Hallberg said.  “The 
greatest increases have been in the 
top two percent, the top one percent, 
and even the top tenth of the top one 
percent.”

Levels of inequality as high as 
we are seeing now can, according 
to Hallberg, lead to increasing eco-
nomic and social conflict. “Populist 
movements on both the right and the 
left are partially a response to this 
rising inequality,” she said.

Hallberg will discuss what rem-
edies economists and policy makers 
have suggested to curb these trends, 
including proposals for a global or 
regional wealth tax. Short of that, 
Hallberg said, we could look at going 
back to a more progressive income 
tax under which the country thrived 
for many years, as well as work on 
greater investments in programs 
such as early childhood education, 
healthcare reform, and other policies 
that strengthen the social safety net.

Nurses advocating for 
their patients

 Panelist Rose Roach, Executive 
Director of the Minnesota Nurses 
Association, says healthcare reform 
is a priority for her labor union 
because, “nurses put a focus on 

advoca t ing 
for patients 
when they’re 
not  a t  the 
bedside.”

“We look 
at the ques-
tion of how 
did they get 
there. Issues 
of  rac ism, 
p o v e r t y , 
a f f o r d a b l e 
h o u s i n g , 
t ransporta-

tion, and immigration status all 
impact our health,” she said.”

“You don’t buy health. You 
don’t decide to have a heart attack 

because the hospital down the 
street is having a sale on bypasses. 
Healthcare is a public good, not a 
consumable good. We have hundreds 
of thousands of people each year 
with crushing medical debt. You 
actually have people deciding to die 
instead of leaving their families with 
crushing debt.” 

Species change and 
climate refugees

Former University of California 
San Diego professor and physicist 
Barbara Jones, Ph.D., is part of two 
groups in Ely that are working on 
climate change.

T h e 
C l i m a t e 
C h a n g e 
Group, which 
meets each 
month at the 
Ely Senior 
Center, has 
been gather-
ing to learn 
about climate 
change for 
five years, 
and the Ely 

Chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby is 
working on legislation to help reduce 
the use of fossil fuels.

At the Issues Forum Jones will 
be giving a general introduction to 
climate change and discuss why 
she is convinced it is real, how it is 
affecting Minnesotans, what we can 
do, and, especially, what we expect 
our politicians to do about it.

Jones pointed out the fact that 
Northern Minnesota tree species are 
already being affected by climate 
change. 

“The boundary between the 
oak and maple forest and the boreal 
forest is moving north at three miles 
a year,” Jones said. “It doesn’t sound 
like much, but in 20 years, that’s 60 
miles. That’s a long way.”

“You may think this is an advan-
tage or a disadvantage depending on 
how you view it, but it is going to be 
an impact on our region.”

All welcome at the event
The issues forum is open to 

everyone in the community. 
“It’s not just for DFLers,” 

said Myntti. “We welcome all our 
neighbors who’d like to engage in 
conversation about important issues 
that face everyone in the country 
and, in fact, throughout the world 
every day.”

For more information contact 
Valerie Myntti -218-365-5500 or 
vmyntti@frontiernet.net or Mary 
Louise Icenhour 218-365-3204 ori-
cenhour22@yahoo.com .
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Contributing Writer

Dream Quilters to meet Oct. 3
TOWER- The Vermilion Dream Quilters 

will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 3 at St. 
Martin’s Catholic Church Social Hall in Tower. Our 
program this month will feature tips from fellow 
guild members on how to work with “tricky” fabrics 
like flannel, minke, silk, ultra-suede, cork, vinyl, 
etc. October hostesses are Judith Ulseth and Rita 
Lakmann. 

Our members are from throughout the  Iron 
Range. We encourage, instruct, and share tips with 
each other. Guests and visitors interested in quilting 
and creative sewing are welcome.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Corrine Hill in Tower at 218-
753-4600.

Ruby’s Pantry on Saturday in Babbitt
BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry food distribution will 

be held at the Babbitt Municipal Center, 71 South 
Drive, on Saturday, Sept. 28 from 10-11:30 a.m. A 
$20 cash donation buys an abundance of food. There 
are no income or residency guidelines. Bring two 
large boxes or baskets.  Sponsored by St. Pius X 
Catholic Church. Volunteers are always welcome.

St. Luke’s Urologist Dr. Nicholas 
Johnson to start seeing patients at 
Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital

DULUTH- Dr. Nicholas Johnson with St. 
Luke’s Urology Associates will start seeing patients 
at Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital on 
Monday, Sept. 30.

Dr. Johnson has been with St. Luke’s Urology 
Associates since 2012 and is board certified by 
the American Board of Urology. He received his 
medical degree from the University of Minnesota 
Medical School in Minneapolis. 

Dr. Johnson treats urinary symptoms in men 
and women, and urologic conditions such as kidney 
stones, erectile dysfunction, prostate cancer and 
bladder cancer. 

Recycled Lives missionary visits 
Tower on Saturday, Oct. 5

TOWER- Recycled Lives missionary, founder 
and executive director of Recycled Lives, will be 
visiting Tower on Saturday, Oct. 5.  She will be 
sharing an update on the ministry of Recycled Lives 
in Guatemala during the Fall Tea and Luncheon 
which is taking place at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
starting at 1 p.m.  The Fall Tea is an opportunity 
for folks to come together for fellowship and lunch 
as well as learn more about Recycled Lives, visit/
meet our missionary and support the organization.  
To reserve your ticket, call the church office at 218-
753-2378.  We hope to see you there at our Pumpkin 
Spice and Everything Nice Fall Tea and Luncheon!  
Bring a friend and a neighbor to enjoy homemade 
chili (regular and white) served in a bread bowl 
and everything pumpkin for dessert.  To learn more 
about Recycled Lives, you can visit www.recy-
cledlives.org.

Steve Solkela concert, Oct. 13 in 
Embarrass

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. is sponsor-
ing a fall concert at the Historic Finnish Apostolic 
Church on Hwy. 21 in Embarrass. Steve Solkela and 
his Overpopulated One-Man Band will perform on 
Sunday, Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. Steve’s musical offerings 
are wide-ranging, from his original and humorous 
songs about growing up in Palo on the Iron Range, 
to folk music from various countries, to opera. If 
youʼve seen Steve in the past, you know what a treat 
it is to watch and listen as he entertains with jokes, 
tells stories, sings, and plays multiple instruments - 
all at once! He has recently returned from traveling 
in Finland and will have some new material.

Concert admission is $5; children under 12 are 
free.

GET INFORMED

Forum to focus on economic inequality, 
healthcare, and climate change
Event set for Saturday, Oct. 12 at Vermilion Community College
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CRANE LAKE—
There were plenty of kudos 
offered up here last Friday, 
Sept. 20, as more than 
300 ATV enthusiasts from 
around the state turned out 
on a mild and sunny fall 
day for the opening of the 
largest bridge ever built by 
a Minnesota ATV club. 

Political leaders were 
there, as well, and they 
singled out a number of 
local boosters who went 
above and beyond to make 
the $1.26 million project 
a reality. “Specifically, 

to Bruce Beste, to Mark 
Anderson, to Steve Koch 
and to Gretchen Janssen 
who have come to the 
Capitol multiple times 
to help us secure some 
funding for projects like 
this and others,” said Sen. 
Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, who 
spoke at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. “They take time 
away from their families. 
They come down and it 
really helps us to put a local 
face on a project.”

The 185-foot bridge 
across the Vermilion River 
was built by the Voyageur 
Country ATV club. The 
project includes a picnic 

area near the bridge, and 16 
miles of trail that connect 
Elephant Lake to Echo Lake 
and other trail networks 
beyond. 

Among the other poli-
ticians present were Eighth 
District Congressman 
Pete Stauber, as well as 
Sen. David Tomassoni 
and St. Louis County 
Commiss ioners  Pau l 
McDonald, Mike Jugovich, 
and Keith Nelson.

They were joined by 
a number of other offi-
cials, including represen-
tatives of the U.S. Forest 
Service, the National Park 
Service, and the Minnesota 

Department of Natural 
Resources, along with 
the Iron Range Resources 
and Rehabilitation Board, 
which provided the bulk 
of the funding for the $1.26 
million project. ATV user 
fees contributed the rest of 
the funds. 

Last Friday’s event 
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SULFIDE MINING

Court of Appeals suspends more PolyMet permits

DEDICATION

Hundreds of ATVers celebrate bridge opening
Right: Hundreds of 
ATVers headed over 
the new bridge over 
the Vermilion River 
moments after the 
completion of the 
dedication last Friday.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See BRIDGE...pg. 5

Politicians, agency officials gather as well to mark the completion of $1.26 million project

REGIONAL— A three-
judge panel of the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals has issued 
a temporary stay of two more 
permits for PolyMet Mining’s 
planned NorthMet copper-nickel 
mine near Hoyt Lakes. The stay, 
issued late last Wednesday, Sept. 
18, puts PolyMet’s permit to 
mine and dam safety permit on 
hold until a three-judge panel 
of the court can hear further 
arguments on the need for a stay 
pending further legal proceed-
ings. Those oral arguments are 
set for Oct. 23.

“The DNR shall be prepared 
to advise the court on the status 
of post-permit developments, 
including its evaluation of the 
Brumadinho dam failure and 
its consideration of whether 

Glencore will be added as a 
co-permittee,” wrote Chief 
Judge Edward J. Cleary, in his 
nine-page written order. The 
dam failure, which occurred 
earlier this year in Brazil, killed 
hundreds of mine workers. Brazil 
has since banned the type of 
tailings dam construction used 
at Brumadinho, which is similar 
to the dam proposed for use at 

the NorthMet mine.
In August, the court placed 

a stay on PolyMet’s water dis-
charge permit over allegations 
that the the state’s Pollution 
Control Agency and Trump 
appointees at the Environmental 
Protection Agency had attempt-
ed to suppress critical comments 
from professional EPA staff. The 
court remanded those concerns 
to a district court for further 
fact-finding on the actions of 
the MPCA. 

While such decisions are 
typically temporary, stays are 
rarely granted unless courts 
find merit in the arguments of 
the parties seeking the hold, and 
Judge Cleary indicated much 
the same in explaining his latest 
order. “Relators [environmen-
tal and tribal plaintiffs] raise 
serious, justifiable concerns 
about the ongoing regulation 

of the NorthMet project, and 
we agree that the post-permit 
circumstances that relators have 
identified require close attention, 
review, and appropriate action by 
the DNR and other permitting 
authorities,” wrote Judge Cleary.

The decision is clearly a 
victory for critics of the proposed 
mine, and most used the oppor-
tunity to call for open hearings, 
such as a contested case proceed-
ing, to allow for greater scrutiny 
of agency decisions surrounding 
the NorthMet permitting. 

“With three permits sus-
pended and three investigations 
ongoing, it’s time for Gov. Walz 
to take this matter seriously and 
tell his DNR to hold public hear-
ings to ensure that Minnesotans 
are protected,” said Aaron Klemz 
with the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy. 

Water Legacy legal counsel 

Paula Maccabee also called 
for a contested case hearing, 
which would be held before 
a panel of administrative law 
judges. “PolyMet permits should 
remain stayed until public and 
unbiased contested case hear-
ings have been held to protect 
Minnesota’s downstream com-
munities, natural resources, 
and taxpayers from dam failure 
and long-term toxic pollution,” 
Maccabee stated, who said the 
court appears to be struggling 
to find a way to get the DNR 
to take such concerns seriously.

The DNR, in its own state-
ment, found solace in the fact 
that the court declined to issue 
a permanent stay on the permits. 
“The temporary stay is intend-
ed to provide the court with 
the opportunity to understand 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

“     Relators raise 
serious, justifiable 
concerns about 

the ongoing 
regulation of the 

NorthMet project.
Chief Judge Edward Cleary
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Why in the 
world do people 
fall for fake news? 
I have labeled 
this alternatively 
as willful igno-
rance, gullibili-
ty, the failure of 
the public school 
system, the dearth 
of critical think-
ing and civics 
instruction, too 
much drug use, 
and/or too little vitamin B and 

fish oil, while still 
seeking other options. 
Last week I over-
heard a conversation 
in the laundromat 
that propelled me 
to dig deeper. Two 
men were conversing 
across the rows of 
washing machines: 
“Yeah, that’s how 
the Clintons got rich. 
When people try to 
get an application for 

citizenship, they see something 

that guarantees they can stay for 
seven years if they pay a bunch 
of money, and that goes right 
to the Clintons.”  My internal 
Wise Woman was urging me 
not to engage with them, and 
although I didn’t trust that I 
could stay cool-headed, my 
self-righteous, politically correct 
guardian of accuracy was strain-
ing at the leash. However, the 
change machine was broken, 
so I had to leave to get quar-
ters. Wise Woman sighed with 
relief, “Close call. Good move.” 

However, when I returned one 
fellow was saying, “Yeah, those 
baby farms Planned Parenthood 
has charge $50,000 for every 
baby.” “Yeah, we’ve got to cut 
them off from any funding.” 
Wise Woman was groaning. 
Somewhere in that mass of 
amazing untruths, one of the 
men said something about fact 
-checking. I put my quarters in 
the washing machine, told Wise 
Woman to stuff it, and said as I 
walked by the closest man on 
my way out, “You really need to 

do a whole lot more fact-check-
ing.” He asked, ‘About what?” 
I replied, “About absolutely 
everything you said.” 

For the sake of the integrity 
of this column, I did,  in fact, fact-
check their claims on Snopes.
com, Factcheck.org and Pulitzer 
prize-winning Politifact.com. 

I couldn’t find a reference to 
baby farms of any kind, but I did 
find an even more imaginative 
and disgusting accusation that 

I have become increasingly 
discouraged at Tower News 
reporter Anthony Sikora’s 
comments and tallies about 
those who attend the Tower City 
Council meetings.  He seems 
to think that if you are not a 
resident of Tower you should 
have no interest or concern 
about what goes on in Tower 
governance. 

I beg to differ. Many of 
us (residents of Greenwood 
Township, Vermilion Lake 
Township, Soudan/Breitung 
To w n s h i p ,  E m b a r r a s s 
Township,  Eagles  Nest 
Township, summer residents 
and more) care about Tower 
and how things are run by the 
mayor and city council. We 
are hopeful the current Tower 
leaders will meet expectations 
for a bright future since it is our 
closest town and we feel we 
are part of the greater Tower 
community. While we may live 
and vote in another community, 
Tower is where we grocery 
shop, go to the post office, 
support businesses (including 
the newspapers), eat at the 
restaurants, attend church and 
volunteer. As a non-resident of 
Tower, I started thinking about 
the number of non-Tower resi-
dents who volunteer in Tower. 
I don’t think any of these vol-
unteers consider themselves to 
be “packsackers,” just caring 
and interested citizens. Here 
are some numbers regarding 
non-Tower residents who 
support the city by serving 
on boards or volunteering for 
organziations that impact the 
entire Tower area:

Tower-Soudan Historical 
Society: Twelve members are 
on the board, and ten are not 
Tower residents. This group 
runs the historic depot museum, 
keeps up the historic train, and 
is restoring the old fire hall 
building on Main Street, etc.

Main Street Committee: 
Four members are on this com-
mittee, and two are not Tower 
residents. This committee has 
worked on several projects to 
improve Tower’s Main Street, 
including installation of the 

new entrance and welcome 
signs to Tower, completion of 
the new entrance and sidewalk 
at the Civic Center, and addition 
of the solar-powered speed 
calming and pedestrian cross-
walk signs on Main Street, etc.

Tower-Soudan, Lake 
Vermilion Area Events Board: 
Ten are on the board. Eight are 
not Tower residents. This board 
plans the Tower 4th of July 
parade among other events.

Tower-Soudan Civic Club:  
The club has 28 members, 25 
are not Tower residents. This 
organization works on beauti-
fying the city, raises funds for 
children’s backpacks through 
the bi-annual Home Tour, plans 
and hosts the Memorial Day 
Service, plans and hosts the 
4th of July Pancake Breakfast, 
helps the Tower fire department 
and ambulance service host a 
children’s Halloween party, etc.

Tower-Soudan Food Shelf:  
At least half of the core volun-
teers are not Tower residents. 
It goes without saying what 
important work this group does.

Tower-Soudan Athletic 
Association: None of the core 
volunteers live in Tower. The 
funds raised by this group go 
to youth activities in Tower-
Soudan.

Operation Santa:  Most 
of the volunteers are not Tower 
residents. This group purchas-
es Christmas gifts for area 
children who use the Tower-
Soudan Food Shelf.

Friends of the Vermilion 
Country Charter School: 
None of the core volunteers live 
in Tower. In addition to support-
ing the school, this organization 
sponsors and hosts the monthly 
senior bingo and luncheon at 
the Civic Center and sponsors 
the Lake Vermilion Fun Run 
on the 4th of July, etc.

Lake Vermilion Cultural 
Center: None of the board 
members live in Tower. The 
LVCC is restoring the historic 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
to become a center for arts, 
music, lectures, etc., as well 
as provide an auditorium and 
another community gathering 
space in Tower.

As I review this list I think 
many of these organizations 
would be delighted to have 
more Tower residents involved.  
But I also counted how many 
non-Tower residents are invest-
ed in the community. They 

should be considered commu-
nity assets, not dismissed as  
“packsackers.” These many 
volunteers and good citizens 
should feel justified having an 
interest in Tower’s  governance.

Elaine McGillivray
Greenwood Twp Resident
Supporter of Tower

We will be seeing a revival 
in the use of the term “red 
herring.” It means leading 
people away from the truth by 
telling them something that 
sounds or looks more interest-
ing even though the story is 
entirely false or beside the point.

Trump and his four thou-
sand political appointees will 
be using a great many red 
herrings in their desperation to 
get past the six-year statute of 
limitations on so many things 
he and his crew of amoral 
misfits have done.

Putin had to defeat Clinton 
after her meddling in Ukraine 
as Obama’s Secretary of State 
because Russia has always 
viewed Ukraine as the entry 
point for invasions from the 
west.  Clinton underestimated 
Putin in her strategic gamble.  
Obama relied on her judgment, 
which proved faulty, and 
Obama lacked the gumption 
and resolve required to check 
Putin’s efforts to subvert the 
2016 election.

Given that the gross domes-
tic product of Russia isn’t much 
greater than Italy’s, asymmetric 
warfare is the route they had to 
take.  Thus the interference in 
our most vulnerable area - our 
electoral process.  

Republicans - who view 
“winning” and control as their 
highest goal - aren’t going to 
stop the Russian meddling 
and subversion until it’s too 
late.  Mitch McConnell and the 
Fox News crew are too short-
sighted and too comfortable 
their current luxurious Senate 
majority tent to see the rest of 
the camel behind  the soft and 
friendly nose of their current 
power. 

And the rest of us will have 
to clean up the mess for years 
to come.

David K. Porter
Attorney
Minneapolis
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PolyMet questions
A politically-driven project faces hurdles 
with the courts, independent watchdogs

See   FAKE NEWS...pg. 5

Fool me once... why we regularly fall for fake news

Don’t dismiss your 
most active citizens 
as “packsackers”

BETTY
FIRTH

The red herring is 
Trump’s favorite fish

It wasn’t inevitable that 
PolyMet Mining’s proposed 
copper-nickel mine near Hoyt 
Lakes would face growing 
skepticism by the courts and by 
independent government watch-
dogs. But an environmental 
review and permitting process 
that appears to have been driven 
by political calculation more 
than science, financial prudence, 
or the law certainly contributed 
to the latest series of setbacks 
for the company. 

The Minnesota Court of 
Appeals has now ruled twice 
to suspend permits issued by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources or the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency, 
including the company’s permit 
to mine. As it stands today, 
PolyMet is no longer authorized 
to open a mine in Minnesota 
and it remains unclear how long 
it might take to resolve all the 
issues that have come to the 
fore in just the past few months. 
As we reported last week, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Inspector General has 
expanded a federal probe into 
whether the Trump EPA has 
failed to conduct proper over-
sight of major industrial permits. 
That investigation began by 
looking into allegations that 
the MPCA and the EPA’s Great 
Lakes regional office may have 
coordinated to suppress con-
cerns of professional EPA staff 
that PolyMet’s water discharge 
permit did not comply with the 
Clean Water Act. The fact that 
the inspector general’s early 
findings on the PolyMet case 
prompted them to expand their 
investigation certainly points to 
a substantial concern. 

Those who still claim 
that the legal challenges and 
allegations raised by EPA whis-
tleblowers are just desperate 
last-minute attempts to throw 
sand in the gears may want 
to rework their talking points. 
While we don’t yet know for 
certain whether there’s some-
thing rotten here, the courts and 
the government watchdogs have 
made it clear there’s a troubling 
aroma in the air.

The smell was apparent 
early on. While the DNR and 
PolyMet have touted the ten 
years of effort and thousands 
of pages of studies that went 
into their environmental review 
process, the effort ultimately 
left key questions, such as 
which direction contaminated 
groundwater would flow from 
the mine site, unanswered. 
While supporters have claimed 
that the environmental studies 
resolved all the issues and 
found the project could be done 
safely, that’s not really the case. 
On some key questions, the 
DNR simply acknowledged 

they don’t know for certain 
how the project will impact 
the environment and will rely 
on “adaptive management” to 
address problems that crop up. 
That’s a sophisticated way of 
saying, “We don’t know what 
will happen, but we’ll try to 
figure something out when it 
does.” 

We didn’t need a ten-year 
study for answers like that.

The aroma around the per-
mitting process appears even 
less appetizing to the courts 
and government inspectors, as 
we’ve recently reported. 

Unfortunately, this is what 
happens when political consid-
eration replaces sound judg-
ment and real science in such 
an important decision-making 
process. Despite the rhetoric, 
this has always been a question 
of votes on the Iron Range. 

Legit imate quest ions 
remain to be answered, such as:

 Who is really behind this 
project? Is PolyMet simply a 
fresh face masking the far uglier 
visage of the international con-
glomerate, Glencore, currently 
under federal investigation for 
corrupt practices? It appears 
that’s a question that Minnesota 
courts now want to examine, and 
rightly so.

 Is PolyMet serious about 
pursuing its current mine plan? 
The company’s existing plan to 
process 32,000 tons per day is 
marginally profitable, at best, 
at least at current metal prices. 
Company officials have already 
revealed that they’ve been 
looking at much larger projects 
with faster rates of production 
in order to improve the econom-
ics. We have no idea what the 
environmental consequences of 
such plans might be. 

 Would the tailings dikes 
be safe if the amount of waste 
material involved doubles 
or triples? There are already 
serious questions about the 
safety of the tailings dike in 
the aftermath of the failure of 
similar dikes in Brazil.

Many of these questions 
might better be explored through 
a contested case proceeding, 
which is what environmental 
groups and the tribes have long 
sought. They recognize that 
their concerns have been dis-
missed as unwanted noise by a 
political process that had already 
made the decision, years ago, to 
advance the PolyMet project. 

The courts are far less 
subject to such political pres-
sures and it appears they are 
going to take their obligation 
seriously to conduct a thoughtful 
review of some of the issues the 
politicians preferred to sweep 
under the rug. That might not 
bode well for the project. Time 
will tell. 
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FAKE NEWS...Continued from page 4
Pepsi and other companies 
were using fetal tissue 
from aborted babies in 
their products. Will people 
believe anything? (It was 
false in case there lingers 
any question.)

Nor could I find any 
reference to the Clintons 
getting rich selling visas 
or citizenship or old cam-
paign buttons, but I have 
to confess I did not wade 
through the ten pages of 
creative and unrelated 
stories that popped up.

Art Markman, PhD, 
a cognitive scientist at 
the University of Texas, 
explains that evolutionary 
biology is responsible in 
part for our tendency to 
believe what we hear. He 
claims that being skeptical 
takes more effort and that 
our brains would rather 
just believe. As social crea-
tures, we’ve survived by 
being naturally credulous, 
fitting in, and mimicking 
the rest of the clan. He 
says that one damaging 
result of all the misinfor-
mation is the continued 

influence effect. Research 
has shown that people tend 
to continue to believe the 
first pieces of information 
they hear even when it is 
later contradicted. This is 
true whether they first hear 
something is true and later 
reported as false, or if they 
first hear it is false and later 
reported to be true. 

For example, unprov-
en claims about the dangers 
of various vaccines have 
been around for years, 
leading many people to 
not vaccinate their chil-
dren. In February of this 
year, Darla Shine, the wife 
of Bill Shine, President 
Donald Trump’s deputy 
chief of staff for com-
munications, tweeted to 
“bring back” childhood 
diseases because “they 
keep you healthy and fight 
cancer” along with other 
misleading information. 
A Facebook meme later 
blamed the Democrats 
for letting in “unclean” 
immigrants from Mexico 
who were inflected with 
measles. The irony in 

that accusation is that the 
measles virus was elimi-
nated by 2000 in the U.S., 
and by 2016 in all of North 
and South America, but 
there has been an upsurge 
in measles outbreaks in 
2019, caused by unvacci-
nated international trav-
elers visiting other areas 
that have not eliminated 
measles. 

Another aspect of 
the continued influence 
effect is that the more 
emotionally vested we are 
in believing a fake fact, the 
harder it is to change our 
stubborn minds. Research 
at the Brain and Creativity 
Institute at the University 
of Southern California 
showed that when people 
were given evidence that a 
belief they held was false, 
functional brain imaging 
showed a lot of activity 
in the part of the brain 
connected with identity. 
Scientists also saw activity 
in the amygdala, an area 
that helps perceive threat 
and anxiety. This was inter-
preted as people defending 

an attack on their beliefs, 
just as the body braces 
itself for a physical attack. 
The lead researcher, Jonas 
Kaplan, Ph.D., said that 
people’s erroneous posi-
tions become stronger 
with a “newly fortified 
defense.” He explained, 
“the work suggests that 
neural systems for emotion 
and feeling are central 
to this process, and that 
the brain has repurposed 
some of its oldest systems 
for protecting us against 
threats to protect us against 
information that might 
threaten our sense of who 
we are.”

An important factor 
in all of this is that we 
are deluged with more 
information than we can 
process, and we rely on 
social information to help, 
or what we think other 
people are thinking. It’s 
a rational and reasonable 
response to uncertainty. 
We’ve always done this, 
checking out what others 
are doing and imitating 
them. Isn’t that where fads 

and trends come from? 
When I lived in Iowa, I 
learned that older farmers 
would sometimes decide 
what to plant based on 
what they saw neighbor-
ing farmers doing rather 
than seeking out their own 
answers. The result could 
be poor crops that weren’t 
suited to their soil condi-
tions, but they believed 
that others knew better, and 
they followed their lead. 
Tom Chatfield, author and 
tech philosopher, states, 
“the understanding of this 
tendency underlies the 
online age: what people 
are thought to be thinking 
makes the digital world go 
round.” 

Fake news includes 
deliberately invented 
stories to make money or 
manipulate people, distort-
ed partially true stories to 
propagandize and mislead, 
or President Trump’s spe-
cialty of calling anything 
fake news that is factually 
accurate but that he doesn’t 
agree with. The fallout 
from the proliferation of 

misinformation is serious 
if people become so leery 
and exhausted from the 
mind games, that they 
become less likely to seek 
out or accept information.

Be on the alert for 
questionable news. We 
can be subtly influenced 
when we’re unaware, and 
apparently most of us 
overestimate our ability to 
recognize false news. Keep 
a critical mindset about 
the purpose of the story, 
avoiding an emotional 
response. Check out the 
source. URLs that end in 
extensions like “infonet” 
and “offer” are suspect. 
Has the story been picked 
up by other well-known 
news outlets? Examine 
the evidence. Look for 
fake images: you can use 
tools like Google Reverse 
Image Search to see if an 
image has been altered or 
used in the wrong context. 
Use your common sense! 
And speak up if you hear 
questionable stories being 
passed off as true.

This letter is a conglomer-
ation of random thoughts that 
have been in and out of my head 
for a long time. The events that 
plague our country have many 
origins and have taken many 
paths to arrive at this congruence 
in our present state of affairs, 
that everyone, and no one, has 
a qualitative solution to this 
momentous dilemma.

I am a writer, inventor, and 
an avid thinker. I am also an 
elder in my Tribe with traditional 
beliefs. I have been consumed 
by politically-driven rhetoric 
that has turned continually more 
violent and nasty as the days 
go by. I ponder the scope and 
direction of where this all started 
and where it will end.

I can see where the subjects 
of the campaign points of con-
tention get their traction as they 
are contrived to attract a given 
base of voters to get more votes.

I have just finished a book 
that was started 12 years ago 
and now with new directions 
of the political winds, I rewrote 
the book to be more attuned to 
the present. In that first book, I 

brought up the fact that is now 
being discussed by some of the 
candidates of reparation for 
the descendants of the African 
people brought here as slaves, 
during the settlement and colo-
nization of this country. I have 
also mentioned this despicable 
crime in my new book.

I have also mentioned that 
Indigenous People have been 
wronged by the colonization of 
this continent. They also have 
been wronged by the forcible 
taking of their land by warfare, 
along with war crimes, geno-
cide (the largest numbers ever 
recorded in world history), and 
numerous other actions. I also 
believe that these actions are the 
main cause of racial issues in this 
country and possibly the entire 
world. I will explain.

 If I happened to be of 
another race that bore the major 
responsibility for these crimes, I 
might have an underlying guilt 
complex that will hide in the dark 
crevices of my brain but sneak 
out when not expected.

 I could even fleetingly 
entertain a thought like, “How 
many people had to die so I can 
claim this property as mine?” 
Then, consequently, blame the 
victim.

 The titles to the land are 
all suspect due to unscrupulous 
acquisitions that would prove 
to be tainted and/or falsified, if 
there were ever a serious forensic 
investigation conducted.

 According to my research, 
the advent of racist activity 
started in the mid-1500s when 
the then-leaders of the Catholic 
Church made a proclamation 
that European adventurers could 
claim the lands that they “dis-
covered” on other continents for 
their countries, and disregard the 
Indigenous inhabitants because 
they were not really human. 
They were then allowed to do 
whatever they needed to do to 
eradicate the problem.

These attitudes are prevalent 
today in covert circumstances 
and are the “go-to” place when 
there are controversial issues that 
develop. The toxicity is automat-
ic and takes a sharp turn away 
from respect, civility, and honor.

Until we confront and deal 
with our violent past there will 
be no real peace for anyone 
who lives on this continent. 
Somewhere I read that “some-
thing stolen will never bring you 
happiness.” This is natural law. 
The law of the universe.

Stan Day
Nett Lake

I would agree with the editor 
in saying Trump is un-presiden-
tial. The writers who responded 
to this commentary are not 
seeing Trump for who he is— a 
self-serving game show host.

Not a president. 
His many examples of buf-

foonery are being overlooked 
in part because he is perceived 
as being tough. Tough on poli-
ticians here and abroad. Many 
times I have heard someone 
talking about him as being a good 
president and when I give them 
an example, and there are many, 
of how he has misspoken on a 
subject or how he has stated, for 
example, he knows more than the 
generals or the CIA, I hear them 
interpreting what he meant.As if 
they know him personally. 

I would also call this man a 
bully. Plain and simple. As, for 
example, his recent portrayal of 
a learned weatherman. Word has 
it he made it clear to the NOAA 
folks that the original path of 
Dorian was supposed to hit the 
Gulf Coast namely Alabama and 
he called them out on it, prompt-

ing a scathing comment to the 
folks in Alabama in charge of 
forecasting. I love their response 
to his tweets. Apparently he 
wouldn’t give up on it because 
he kept tweeting and tweeting. 
The path had changed before he 
announced it would hit Alabama 
in his newscast from the White 
House. Notice on that tape, when 
he told a Homeland Security guy 
to get the map with the famous 
Sharpie stripe on it, how that guy 
snapped to attention and handed 
it over? Everyone who works for 
him, I’m sure, is just waiting for 
the ax to fall on them and they 
don’t really want to tell him he 
was wrong for fear of being 
ostracized on Twitter and his 
form of media coverage. I hear 
people tell me he is a good presi-
dent and that he means well. But 
so did Nixon. And look at what 
he did. He lied and got caught. 
Time will tell about this guy. It 
took six years to get the goods 
on Tricky Dick.

Brian LaFrenier
Embarrass 

Addressing the 
elephant in the room

Will America finally 
recognize the bully 
in the White House?

kicked off the annual 
convention, ride and rally 
of the ATV Association of 
Minnesota, or ATVAM, 
which is one reason it 
drew so many riders to 
the area. The annual event 
also featured 12 different 
trail rides in the area on 
Saturday, followed by a 
banquet and auction.

Bakk lauded the vol-
unteer involvement within 
the ATV community and 
predicted that the bridge 
and trail connections were 
going to provide further 
opportunity for a growing 
industry.

“This trail system 
from here to Ely to Silver 
Bay is going to be an 
incredible economic 
development engine for 
those communities along 
the way. So to ATVAM 
and my colleagues who 
have helped build out this 
system, I want to say thank 

you,” said Bakk. 
T o m a s s o n i ,  a 

Chisholm DFLer, thanked 
Senate committee chair 
Bi l l  Engebr i t son,  a 
Republican, who supports 

ATV trail development 
across the state. “We share 
the same interests even 
though we’re from differ-
ent parties. It’s kind of neat 
we can cross party lines 

for these kinds of issues 
and we can get together 
and have really important 
things done. This is really 
a big deal to see all of these 
ATVs out there today.” He 

also thanked Rep. Mike 
Sundein, Rep. Dan Fabian 
and Rep. Dave Lislegard 
who were in attendance, 
and recognized Rep. Rob 
Ecklund who was on the 
LCCMR committee and 
was able to help get another 
$400,000 for the Voyageur 
Country ATV trail system. 

An ATV tow strap 
took the place of a ribbon 
and, once cut, everyone 
rode across the bridge, then 
headed for the new picnic 
area at the Vermilion River 
Falls, enjoying lunch pro-
vided by the ATV club, a 
ground-breaking ceremo-
ny for a new ATV trail, and 
additional presentations 
and comments.

Organized in 2015 

w i t h  6 6  m e m b e r s , 
Voyageur Country ATV 
now has a membership of 
over 800, covering Crane 
Lake, Buyck, Camp Five, 
Cook, and Orr, and is 
growing to include Ash 
River, Lake Kabetogama, 
and International Falls. 
It has been influential in 
opening a number of U.S. 
Forest Service roads and 
St. Louis County roads in 
the area to ATVs, connect-
ing hundreds of miles of 
existing wooded trails. The 
club’s mission is to provide 
safe, signed corridors for 
ATV riders, connect local 
communities, promote 
responsible riding and 
positively impact local 
tourism.

DNR’s  consideration 
of these issues before 
work authorized under the 
Permit to Mine and Dam 
Safety Permits proceeds,” 
stated the DNR. 

“The DNR welcomes 
the opportunity to directly 
address its thorough con-
sideration of the post-per-
mit developments with 

the Minnesota Court of 
Appeals.”

The DNR is also 
pleased that the court 
rejected the appellants’ 
request to present new 
evidence, ruling that their 
appeal must be based on the 
information that the DNR 
used in reaching its permit 
decisions. The judges, 

consistent with the nature 
of the appeal process, 
noted that cases that review 
agency decisions are typ-
ically reviewed based on 
the record available to the 
agency at the time of the 
decision.

PolyMet officials 
expressed disappointment 
in the decision.  “But we’re 

pleased that the issues 
will be addressed soon, 
within the already estab-
lished court schedule,” 
said spokesperson Bruce 
Richardson. “For this 
reason, we don’t anticipate 
any negative effect to the 
overall project schedule at 
this time,” he said. 

PERMITS...Continued from page 3

State Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, cuts an ATV tow strap rather than a traditional 
ribbon to mark the opening of the new bridge. Couresty ATVAM

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

BUYING  
SCRAP 
METAL

Quad Cities 
Recycling, Inc., 

Buying: Aluminum, Brass, 
Copper, Scrap Metal
and Junk Vehicles. 

We do Demolition Site Work
7735 Co. Rd. 921, 
Virginia, MN 55792

located just off of Hwy 135 
between Virginia and Gilbert 

behind the SLC Garage. 
“Certified Full Length Truck Scale”

“We are a Local Business...
Doing Business Locally”

New Hours: Wed-Fri 8-4 
Questions? Call: 218-741-0111



Lyme Disease 
Discussion

TOWER- Join us for 
a discussion on treatment, 
prevention, and education 
of Lyme Disease and the 
multiple tick-borne ill-
nesses that have become 
epidemic in this region.  
We will also cover how 
Lyme mimics many auto 
immune disorders such 
as MS, Chronic Fatigue, 
Lupus, Parkinson’s, ALS, 
Fibromyalgia, etc.  Dis-
cussion will be led by 
Mike Keenan and Gina 
Empey, Thursday, Oct. 
3, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the Tower Civic Center. 
No charge.

Community Ed 
instructors wanted

REGIONAL- Com-
munity Education ooking 
for new people to share 
their knowledge and in-
struct new classes.  Please 
call or email Leone Graf 
to discuss options for lo-
cations and times at  218-
343-3744.

Vendors needed 
for St. Martin's 
Christmas Bazaar

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower is happy to an-
nounce that they will 
once again be hosting a 
Christmas Bazaar. The 
event will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 16 in the 
church social hall. We 
are in the early planning 
of the event and are now 
looking for local crafters 
to participate. The cost 
for a table is $20. If you 
are interested, please 
contact Maryann at the 
rectory at 218-753-4310 
by Oct. 15. Office hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon.

Vendors needed 
for Tower Holiday 
Craft Show set for 
Saturday, Dec. 7

TOWER- The Tower 
Holiday Craft Show will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 
7 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 
the Tower Civic Center. 
Tables are $20 each (limit 
two 8-ft. tables per ven-
dor) and must be reserved 
and paid for in advance. 
Checks can be made 
out to Friends of VCS 
and mailed to Vermilion 

Country School, PO Box 
629, Tower, MN 55790 or 
can be dropped off at the 
charter school or at the 
Timberjay office in Tow-
er. For more information, 
call Jodi Summit at 218-
753-2950.

Get your tickets 
now for TSAA 
Fall Auction on 
Thursday, Nov. 7

TOWER- Tickets 
are now available for the 
Tower-Soudan Athletic 
Association Fall Auction 
on Thursday, Nov. 7 at 
the Wilderness at Fortune 
Bay.

This once-a-year 
event features an appetiz-
er buffet, live and silent 
auctions, karaoke, and 
many games and raffles. 
While the event is known 
as a “ladies” night, men 
are also welcome to at-
tend. A cash bar is also 
available.

We are also looking 
for donations of prizes for 
the games and auctions. 
Hand-crafted items, gift 
baskets, wine and spirits, 
and gift certificates are 
needed. Please consider 
donating items, gift cer-
tificates, or baskets that 
can be used for the silent 
auction.

All the funds raised 
go to youth activities in 
Tower-Soudan. This is the 
group’s only fundraiser 
each year, so please con-
sider helping out this im-
portant community event. 
In the last two years, 
TSAA has donated over 
$8,500 in the community, 
including: Tower-Soudan 
Little League and Junior 
Legion baseball, T-S El-
ementary Ely Marathon 

entry fees, Tower-Soudan 
Elementary Track and 
Field Day, community 
family events at Vermil-
ion Country School, ath-
letics and choir fees at 
VCS, and more.

Clarification
At the Sept. 10 

Greenwood Town Board 
meeting, Supervisor Mike 
Ralston said the township 
attorney recommended 
that the town board not 
give out any information 
to fire department mem-
ber Jeff Maus, without 
first getting permission 
from the attorney, for as 
long as the township is in 
“litigation” with Maus. At 
this time, townships are 
not bound by the state’s 
data practices rules that 
apply to cities and school 
districts.

Jeff Maus contact-
ed this newspaper and 
wanted the public to un-
derstand that he has never 
been involved in litiga-
tion with the township 
but is involved in a com-
plaint that is currently be-
ing investigated, and was 
involved with a previous 
complaint that was set-
tled. Maus said he is un-
sure why the town board 
is using that language, 
because it is incorrect. 

Maus is an active 
member of the Green-
wood Fire Department 
and is also a First Re-
sponder.

St. Martin’s 
Annual Fall Dinner

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church in 
Tower is happy to an-
nounce the date for this 
year’s Fall Dinner, set for 
Sunday, Sept. 29.  The 

dinner will be served in 
the church social hall 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  This year we will 
be serving a beef dinner.  
Ticket prices are $10 for 
adults, $5 for children 
ages 5-12, and free for 
under 5’s. Families (two 
adults, two children) are 
$25. Tickets may be pur-
chased from any member 
of our Ladies Circles, at 
the rectory, or at the door. 
Take-outs are available. 
We hope that you will 
join us in celebrating the 
beautiful fall season!

Tower-Soudan 
Joint Powers 
Recreation Board 
to meet Oct. 4

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Joint Powers 
Recreation Board will 
meet on Friday, Oct. 4 at 
8:30 a.m. at Sulu’s. All 
requests for funding must 
be in writing and should 
be turned in to Terri Jo-
ki-Martin at Tower City 
Hall or to Julie Suih-
konen.

Tower-Soudan 
Area Singers 
begin rehearsal 
on Sept. 30 for 
Christmas Concert

TOWER- Rehearsals 
for the 2019 Tower-Sou-
dan Area Singers Christ-
mas Concert will begin 
on Monday, Sept. 30 at 6 
p.m. at the Tower-Soudan 
Elementary School music 
room.

This year’s theme, A 
Classic Christmas, will 
give every singer and lis-
tener a change to sing or 
hear their favorite tune.

There are no audi-
tions for this group, so 
you can just come and 
share in the joy of singing 
with others.

The concert is sched-

uled for Sunday, Dec. 15 
at 2 p.m. As in the past, 
a freewill offering will be 
taken to cover music, ad-
vertising, and decorating 
expenses. Seasonal good-
ies will be served imme-
diately after the concert.

The singers would 
like to add more basses 
to the group of 25, but 
any interested person can 
give a call to Rolf Ander-
son, 218-753-3262, for 
more information.

Chalk Couture 
class on Sept. 28

TOWER- Chalk 
Couture is a collection of 
products that you use to 
create professional-look-
ing chalkboards and so 
much more!  You can 
make stunningly beau-
tiful home décor with-
out any artistic skills at 
all.  It is a kid-friendly 
craft.  The class is aimed 
at adults or adults with 
an accompanying child 
who is seven years or 
older. One registration 
and fee required for each 
set of materials.  Class 
fee includes the magnet-
ic board, size A (5”x7”) 
transfer, small squeegee 
and paste.  Please call or 
text Leone Graf at 218-
343-3744, or email at 
camplake@earthlink.net, 
to pre-register before the 
class. We need to know 
how many to supply ma-
terials for.  Paige Olson is 
the instructor. Class will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 
28 from 9 - 10:30 a.m. at 
the Tower Civic Center. 
Cost is $25.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

ELY-BLOOMENSON HOSPITAL RETIREES

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
1-800-450-9278 

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Northwoods Transfer Station 
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Soudan Canister Site 
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun  

8am—5pm 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility 

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

County 77 Canister Site 
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Embarrass Canister Site 
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

Aurora Transfer Station 
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

October 8th 8:30-4:00
October 17th 8:30-4:00

Tower Medical Clinic
415 N 2nd St. Suite 2

218-753-2405
w w w . S c e n i c R i v e r s H e a l th . o r g

No Appointment Necessary
Bring your Insurance Card, Photo ID, 

and wear a short-sleeved shirt
Allow 10 Minutes for Registration

High-Dose Shot Available!

TOWER
FLU SHOT 
CLINICS

218-666-5945
10 Fifth Street SE,
Cook, MN 55723

CARNIVAL TODAY! 

Friday, September 27
 10:30 am – 5:30 pm

The Care Center at Cook Hospital will
be hosting a 

CARNIVAL THEMED FUNDRAISER 
Tickets available for purchase AT EVENT

for food, games and cake walk.
CRAFT SALE TOO!

Proceeds for this event benefit the Care Center Activities. 
This is a family event and the public is 

encouraged to attend.

This large group of retirees and former employees from the Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital gathered at Sulu's in Tower last week for one 
of their twice-annual get-togethers. The group included staff from all hospital departments, and the outing was organized with help from Sulu's 
co-owner, and former hospital nurse Brenda Winkelaar. photo by J. Summit



TOWER- It was the water 
tower that took the lightning hit 
that damaged the electronics at the 
adjacent water treatment plant on 
Sept. 17, Water Plant Supervisor 
Matt Tuchel told the Tower-Breit-
ung Wastewater Board at their reg-
ularly-scheduled meeting on Sept. 
18.

“This will be covered by our 
insurance,” Tuchel said, “along 
with costs for the additional work 
hours that will be required until the 
electronics are repaired.”

“The insurance company un-
derstands this is an emergency sit-
uation,” Tuchel said, noting that 
they understand the city needs to 
get the repairs done quickly, and 
that the board is allowed to con-
sider the time it will take to get the 
new electronics installed, as well 
as the actual price, in choosing the 
vendor for the new parts.

The board authorized Tuchel 
along with two wastewater board 
members to authorize awarding the 

quote. Tuchel hoped to have the 
information needed within a few 
days.

Tuchel said the plant is being 
operated manually, and customers 
will not be seeing any issues with 
water safety or water quality during 
this time. 

Tuchel said the only main con-
cern is a water leak, since they are 
unable to monitor the water level in 
the tower.

“Normally this is all automat-
ic, and it will notify me if the water 
level drops,” he said. “I will manu-
ally check the water levels during 
the day but can’t monitor it all 
night.”

Wastewater board members 
asked if the water tower had sus-
tained any damage. The tower was 
built in 1995. 

Tuchel said he would have the 
water tower inspected by an engi-
neer.

“The pumps and the wells are 
fine,” he said.

Tuchel said the headframe 
at the Soudan Mine was also hit 
during the storm.

AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of bever-
age, and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. 
Seniors age 60 and older 
who have registered for 
the program and their 
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal 
delivery. To register for 
Meals on Wheels, or 
for more information, 
please call AEOA Se-
nior Nutrition at 218-
735-6899. 

Week of Sept. 30
Monday: Chicken 

ala King in a Bread 
Bowl

Tuesday: Mac & 
Cheese, Bread Stick, 
Green Beans

Wednesday: Hot 
Italian Sub Sandwich

Thursday: Ham-
burger Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, Din-
ner Roll, Corn

Friday: Pigs in a 
Blanket (Hot Dog), 
Baked Beans

Hilda was at the lo-
cal beauty salon waiting 
patiently for her cut and 
curl.  You didn’t hear it 
from me, but it has been a 
couple decades since she 
had ANY color other than 
‘old lady grey.’  She had 
one of those cards with 
wisps of hair suggesting 
hair color.

Hilda will be the first 
to admit it, but she has 
food issues.  Her name 
and picture are in the ar-
chives of EVERY weight 
loss group in America.

When she is weighed 
for the first time, she has 
filled her pockets with 
lead shot.  Each week she 
removes some of the lead 
and wins all sorts of priz-
es.  Mostly cookbooks for 
the overweight and over-

wrought distraught dieter. 
After a few weeks, 

it is brought to the atten-
tion of the weighers-in 
that while she has lost 
fifty-two pounds, she still 
looks like a Mack truck 
heading north. They pelt 
her with those little car-
tons of fat-free yogurts 
and put her on a national 
list.

The reason she is pe-
rusing a hair color chart is 
that she hopes to disguise 
herself and rejoin the lo-
cal chapter of TOPS!

Her favorite hair col-
ors so far are Champagne, 
Butterscotch, Red Hot 
Cinnamon, and Espresso!

There is no hope for 
Hilda hair-wise!

She is also on a kick 
to improve here memory 
AND vocabulary, so she 
has taken to crossword 
puzzles.  

As she munches on 
Mallomars from Zup’s, 
she  searches for an-
swers to queries like: 
Poet Pound…Verb in the 
first telegraph message…
Large corn holder…big 
toe did not work! Art 
Deco…artist…

We spent several 
hours last week trying to 

come up with synonyms 
f o r … . C a n t e r b u r y ’s 
County,  big name at Ep-
cot, French diarists, An-
gelina Jolie _____, and 
largest Greek Island.

Hilda and I have 
switched to ‘The Na-
tional Enquirer,’ whose 
puzzles have answers 
such as: ALIEN AB-
DUCTION… a frequent 
National Enquirer topic !              
SCANDAL, RUMOR, 
DIRT, BAD PR ….”Na-
tional Enquirer” fodder!  

We have waited with 
baited-breath for the ar-
rival of the Gilbert H. 
Wild and Sons fall cata-
log.

To Hilda and me, 
this is akin to the arriv-
al of the Sears and Roe-
buck Christmas Catalog 
when we were tots.          

However, instead 
of ‘Betsy Wetsy’ dolls, 
games, and electric 
trains,  it’s all hostas, pe-
onies, and daylilies.

I can hardly breathe 
and I have been staying 
up nights making lists.  
I NEED a ‘First Dance,’ 
24 inches by 58…yellow 
centers that ‘mellow’ to 
chartreuse. ‘Night Before 
Christmas,’ 18 inches by 

36 inches, AND it attracts 
both hummingbirds and 
songbirds.

AND the peo-
nies…‘A bushel of 
blooms,’  a come on, five 
peonies for $35…the car 
insurance can lapse for a 
month or two…we never 
go anywhere anyway!

Perhaps a garden of 
peonies named after fa-
mous people…Benjamin 
Franklin, Dr. Alexander 
Fleming, Carl Rosen-
field, Sarah Bernhardt, 
America’s Little Darling, 
Shirley Temple.

I was going to in-
clude the names of peren-
nials that deter deer, may-
hap I should buy some, 
plant them and see if they 
don’t become a brunch 
for Bambi.

However, I came 
across a planting list for 
a ‘Night Garden’…which 
will, ‘fragrance your eve-
nings and attract the Faire 
Queen!’  What could be 
better than a Faire Queen 
who might grant me three 
wishes?

Ta ta…
Ms. Vera Milion

Dear 
Hearts,
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Week of Sept. 30

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Oct. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday,  Oct. 2, 23; Nov. 13; Dec. 4
Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

WATER

Call to Subscribe
(218) 753-2950

Dot Irene Swanson
Big brother Edwin Swanson, age 

19 months, is pleased to announce the 
arrival of his baby sister, Dot Irene 
Swanson. Dot was born on Aug. 30, 
2019, at 10:56 a.m. in Duluth. She 
weighed seven pounds, three ounces, 
and was 19.25 inches long. Parents 
are Mack Swanson and Stephanie 
Ukkola, of Soudan. Grandparents 
are Bill and Jackie Sommerness, of 
Duluth; Keith Swanson, of Carlton; 
and David and Debbie Ukkola, of 
Virginia.

Lightning strike hit the water tower
Insurance to pay replacement costs, and reimburse for wages

Matt Tuchel showed the board 
a bottle of pre-filtration plant 
water which he had used in 
his presentation, earlier in 
the day, to the state bonding 
committee that visited to learn 
about the Tower-Breitung 
bonding request for a second-
ary water treatment plant.

St. Martin’s Catholic Church 
Invites You To Join Us!

Fall Beef Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 29

11:30 AM to 1 PM
St. Martin’s Catholic Church Social Hall

107 N. 3rd St, Tower

Adults $10
Children (6-12) $5

Children (under 5) FREE
Families (2 adults, 2 children) $25

Tickets are available from
Ladies Circle members, at the rectory, or at the door.

www.timberjay.com



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, First 
Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, St. Anthony 
Church basement, Ely 
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
- Thursdays, 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Tower by appointment. 
Call 365-3359, 827-3232, 
or 1-800-662-5711. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups

6 September 27, 2019            ELY LOCAL NEWS       TIMBERJAY Newspapers  

Breathing Out

The Ely Timberjay is pub-
lished weekly on Friday by The 
Timberjay, Inc. Offices are at 414 
Main St., P.O. Box 636, Tower, 

MN 55790 [218-753-2950], and PO Box 718, 
Ely, MN 55731 [218-365-3114]. Fax number is 
218-753-2916. E-mail address is  editor@timber-
jay.com. Visit our website: www.timberjay.com.

Entered as Periodicals at the Post Office 
in Tower, Minnesota.  POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to: The Timberjay, P.O. Box 
636, Tower, MN 55790. Three award-winning 
community editions are published each week for 
Tower/Soudan, Cook/Orr, and Ely.

Publisher  Marshall Helmberger
General Manager Jodi Summit
Ely Editor  Keith Vandervort
Staff Writers            Stephanie Ukkola
                               Bill Stone
Office Manager M. M. White
Graphics             Scarlet Lynn Stone
Ad Sales                  Jay Greeney

Official Newspaper: 
City of Ely, City of Orr, Townships of 

Bearville, Breitung, Crane Lake, Eagles Nest, 
Embarrass, Kugler, Vermilion Lake, Field, 
Morcom, Leiding, ISD 707.

Member: Minnesota Newspaper Association, 
Lake Vermilion Resort Association, Lake 
Vermilion Area Chamber of Commerce, Ely 
Chamber of Commerce, Laurentian Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Subscriptions Available:
St. Louis County: $37 year  Elsewhere: 

$52 year. We accept VISA/Mastercard/Discover. 
Please specify Tower/Soudan, Cook/Orr or Ely 
edition.

NOTE:  Changes of address must be sent or 
called in to the Tower office. Out-of-state deliv-
ery may take 2-3 weeks. For prompt out-of-state 
delivery try the First Class Subscription: $100 
year or $10 per month.

Read the entire paper on-line every week. 
On-line subscriptions cost $29.95/year; details at 
www.timberjay.com.

Moving? Questions about your subscription? 
Call the Tower office at (218) 753-2950.

© Copyrighted in its entirety 2019

the TIMBERJAY

by Cecilia Rolando © 2019

Play Smear
ELY - Smear tour-

naments are held the 
first and third Mondays 
at the Ely Senior Center, 
27 S 1st Ave E, starting 
at 6 p.m.

Ely Free Clinic
ELY - The Ely 

Community Heal th 
Center is open every 
Thursday evening from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU 
Building, 111 S 4th 
Ave. E.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678, or visit their 
website, www.elycom-
munityhealth.org.

Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Oct. 1 - Meet New 
Elyites

Oct. 8 – To be 
announced

WINDOW INTO YESTERDAY

a slow fall approach
yellow leaves cover sidewalks

warm days cooler nights

“Run to the store, will 
you? I need eggs right 
away! Just charge it,” my 
mother would say. And off 
I would go either walking 
or on my bike. Depending 
on her tone of voice I could 
tell how soon she really 
needed the eggs. Several 
grocery stores were only 
three or four blocks away 
and my family had charge 
accounts at most of them. 
My dad was a local mer-
chant and so we traded at 
most all of them, at least 
the nearer ones.

Some were probably 
“mom and pop” stores 
or corner stores. A sur-
prising number had fresh 
meat besides the usual 
produce and canned goods. 
Fresh fruits were not 
always available but quite 
often oranges, apples, and 
bananas were when in 
season. Potatoes, beets, 
rutabagas, and carrots 
came in from outlying 
farms in burlap sacks or 
bushel baskets. Milk and 
eggs often came from 
farms in the country. 
Sausage-making was 
an integral part of the 
butchering operations. 
Older ladies in babush-
kas carefully examined 
produce with extreme 
care. Frequently a few 
older men were seen in the 
back of the store jawing 
with the butcher. There 
was something about all 
this that seemed as if it 
were a page of a Norman 
Rockwell calendar.

The cash registers 
really did go “cha-ching” 
back then. There were no 
credit or debit cards but 
many customers did have 
charge accounts. It seemed 
everyone working in those 
stores wore a white apron 
of some sort, including the 
cashiers. At the end of the 
day, one of them would 
spread some sawdust on 
the floor and then sweep 
it all up.

Until the late 1940s 
and early 1950s there 
were more than two dozen 
stores that sold groceries 
in Ely and Winton. Now 
there are only two “real” 
grocery stores, beside the 

convenience stores that 
sell a limited amount of 
food items. Supermarkets 
,and a town half its former 
size, have changed all that.

The names of grocery 
stores on record at the 
historical society include 
the Brownell and Co. Meat 
Market (probably the first 
one of its kind), Cormack’s 
Store,  John Mark’s, 
Grahek Market, Skala’s 
Market, Economy Cash 
(which eventually became 
Ely Northland Market), 
National Tea Co., Blue 
Ribbon Market, Kobe’s, 
Corner Grocery, Seme’s, 
Smrekar’s, Bernie Hutar’s, 
Tom Harri’s, Miller’s, the 
Ely Co-op, the Winton 
Co-op, Ely Table Supply, 
Klun’s, Zupancich Bros., 
Kapsch’s, Kovach Bros., 
the Sheridan Market, 
and Piggly Wiggly (also  
known as Allied Grocers—
it is now Insula), Popesh 
Market, and City Meat and 
Grocery. Perhaps there are 
more but these are the ones 

we have on record.
Most of the above 

establishments slowly 
went out of business 
as bigger stores with 
lower prices made for 
tough competition. The 
Pucel brothers moved the 
Economy Cash Market 
to the east end of town 
where it first became 
Joe’s IGA, then Ely 
Northland Market. Zup’s 
first expanded to the east 
and then moved across the 
street into space formerly 
occupied by the Bethany 
Lutheran Church. Forest 
Chevrolet was razed and 
became a parking lot for 
Zup’s. Mention should be 
made of Johnny “Bucca’s” 
City Meat and Grocery 
which was also known as 
“the biggest little store in 
town.” It, like many others 
of the time, offered deliv-
ery service.

Our pictures show 
an amazing number of 
canned goods stacked in 
the background. Large 

refrigerated cases were not 
part of the scene for many 
years. Chilled butcher 
rooms were located in the 
back of the establishments. 
For many years, goods 
came to town by train 
with refrigerated cars for 
meat and other perish-
ables. Cash was commonly 
used for purchases but 
charge accounts were not 
uncommon. Miners came 
in on paydays to settle 
their bills but proprietors 
got “stiffed” more often 
than was known. There 
were always bones for the 
family dogs.

One might think we 
really lost something in 
losing the small friendly 
stores and we probably 
have. However the clerks 
in our Ely markets are still 
especially friendly and 
helpful. The customers 
and clerks often know each 
other by first names. Ely 
still has that small town 
feel to it.

Before Ely had supermarkets
by DAVID KESS
Ely-Winton Historical Society

One of the first food markets in Ely was Brownell and Company Meat 
Market, top, in 1889. Miller’s Market, above, carried a variety of food 
items. photos courtesy of Ely-Winton Historical Society

Scrooge In Love! 
ELY - What happens after “A Christmas Carol?” A 

year has passed and Ebenezer Scrooge is now a happy 
man. But is he, really? Is there something lacking? 
Old pal Jacob Marley and a trio of brand new ghosts 
arrive to give Scrooge a new chance at a love he once 
threw away.

Tryouts for this Northern Lakes Arts Association 
production, under the direction of Crystal Poppler and 
Michael Rouse, will be held Sunday and Monday, Oct. 6 
and 7, at the Vermilion Community College Auditorium, 
beginning at 6 p.m.

For more information, call Sara Skelton at 218-235-
2142, or email her at s.skelton@vcc.edu.

News in Brief
Northwoods Partners host aging expo

ELY - Northwoods Partners will host their 10th 
Annual Health Aging Expo on Thursday Oct. 10, 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m. at Amici’s Event Center, 10 W. Pattison St.  
The Healthy Aging Expo is dedicated to senior adult 
healthy lifestyles, education and caregiver support.  

This year’s event features a wide variety of pre-
sentations by area experts.

Doors will open at 9 a.m. for vendor table viewing. 
EBCH will be providing free flu shots throughout the 
day. Speakers will begin at 10 a.m.  The $5 admission 
will also cover lunch. 

For more information, contact Lisa Porthan at 
218-365-8019. 

Twin Metals Minnesota’s Chief Geologist Kevin Boerst explains to members of the St. Louis 
County Board of Commissioners the importance of core samples in determining the amount 
of precious metals at the Ely company’s proposed sulfide mining project. The County 
Board’s meeting in Ely Tuesday included a tour of the facility. photo by K. Vandervort

St. Louis County Board tours Twin Metals Minnesota facility in Ely
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ELY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

Yesterday’s  news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

September 26, 1919

Homecoming for service men
The homecoming celebration Saturday after-

noon and evening was one of the most successful 
events ever given in this city and this is saying 
much as Ely has pulled off some very successful 
celebrations in the past.

Automobiles by the dozens loaded with visi-
tors began to arrive Friday afternoon and kept up a 
constant stream up to Saturday at noon. Every train 
arriving also brought in more and it is estimated 
that at noon Saturday there were over a thousand 
strangers here which added to the population of the 
city, Winton and Section Thirty and the farming 
district of White Iron, and filled the streets of the 
city to the curbs.

Notwithstanding the threatening weather, the 
whistles, bells and other noisemaking instruments, 
coupled with the music of the bands, gave the signal 
for the beginning of festivities at exactly 1 o’clock.

The several divisions forming in the parade 
had assumed their stations near the Community 
Center and began to move. We have had some 
parades in the past but this one surpassed them 
all. All the service men and Red Cross workers 
occupied automobiles and were given the honor 
place in the parade following the standard bearer.

The societies, citizens, floats, yama-yama 
girls, bands, school children, fire department 
and more made up the balance of the mile-long 
column. With the large number of handsome flags 
and banners and the gaily-colored costumes, the 
parade was an imposing one.

After traversing the principal streets of the 
city, the parade rested at City Hall where memorial 
services were conducted for the fallen heroes. A 
beautiful white cross had been erected, suitably 
inscribed with the names of those who made the 
great sacrifice.

The address by Mayor Knudson was replete 
with historical facts and was one of the best heard 
here in years. As the names of our soldier dead 
were called, the mayor placed a handsome floral 
offering at the foot of the cross.

The Mayor then announced that everyone was 
expected to have a good time and that the jail was 
locked for the day.

News In Brief

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
1-800-450-9278 

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Embarrass Canister Site 
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

Aurora Transfer Station 
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Northwoods Transfer Station 
9384 Hwy 21 N. Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Soudan Canister Site 
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun: 

8am—5pm 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility 

5345  Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

Ruffed Grouse Society banquet slated
ELY – The Crazy Flight chapter of the Ruffed 

Grouse Society will host their annual banquet on 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at Grand Ely Lodge. Tickets are 
available by calling 218-365-5550.

Miss Ely pageant set for Oct. 4
ELY – The fifth annual Miss Ely and Little Miss Ely 

competition will be held Friday, Oct. 4 at Washington 
Auditorium, beginning at 7 p.m.

Christmas singers wanted
ELY – Singers are wanted for the Ely Area 

Christmas Choir Cantata. Rehearsals begin on 
Wednesday Oct. 9, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 
Church 301 E. Conan St. Child care will be provided.

The performance is at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 8 
at Washington Auditorium, 600 E. Harvey St.

For more information, call Patti at 218-929-3214, 
or Donna at 218-365-6320.

Senior lunch program held daily in Ely
ELY – The Ely Senior Lunch program is held daily 

at the Ely Senior Center, 27 S First Ave. E, from noon 
to 1 p.m. Must be at least 60 years of age to participate.

Homecoming 2019

Royalty candidates for the 2019 Ely High 
School Homecoming, top, included Jenna 
Merhar, Erika Mattson, McCartney Kaercher, 
Holly Dirks, Dylan Fenske, Dalton Schreffler, 
Nate Nettifee and Raif Olson. Nettifee and 
Kaercher, above left,  were named King and 
Queen. Band member Apolonia Homer, above, 
taps her drum sticks on the bleacher railing 
during a pep rally Tuesday morning. Senior 
Bryce Longwell, left, struggled through the hot 
dog eating contest. Freshmen Cedar Ohlhauser 
and Audrey Thomas, below, helped decorate 
the hallways. photos by K. Vandervort

The High School fall dance team, above, and band, below, performed during the pep rally held 
Tuesday morning on the football field. A Homecoming parade will begin at 2 p.m. on Friday.



FIELD TWP- A new two-mile-
long loop trail that begins and ends at 
the North Woods School is now open 
to the public. The trail is the result of 
almost six years of work, spearhead-
ed by former North Woods science 
teacher Rick Pierce.

“It was like pulling a boat uphill,” 
said Pierce, “and not on a trailer.”

Science students in Pierce’s class-
es back in 2013 helped initiate the 
plans for the trail, but then work shift-
ed to a team of adult volunteers. Work 
crews from the Minnestota Conserva-
tion Corps and Sentence to Serve also 
helped with most of the clearing of the 
trail, and with construction of some 
bridgework needed for wet areas and 
stream crossings.

Final work on the trail was sched-
uled to be completed by the end of 
September. Once the trail is com-
plete, students will take ownership 
of the trail, and will have the option 
of creating more routes by adding in 
additional loops, Pierce said. Longer 
term plans involve finding funding for 
a trail between the school and the city 
of Cook.

The trail will be open for non-mo-
torized use, including mountain bik-
ing and cross-country skiing. The ter-
rain is moderately rugged, said Pierce, 
so will have some challenges for bik-
ers and skiers. 

The trail received support from 
the Minnesota DNR’s School For-
est program, which is also providing 
training and educational materials for 
North Woods teachers to use with their 
students throughout the year. Teachers 
have already been taking their classes 
out on the trail.

“Trail systems are important to 
our residents, visitors and our com-
munities,” said State Senator Tom 
Bakk, in a letter of support for the cre-
ation of the trail.

“This really is a community trail,” 
said Pierce, who noted the project was 
done in cooperation with Field Town-
ship and sits on township lands.

The project was made possible 
with support from Lake Country Pow-
er’s Operation RoundUp, AMFA Edu-
cation Trust, KGM Contractors, Seppi 
Brothers, Northland Foundation’s Kid 
Plus program, CERT, Minnesota Con-
servation Corps, Thistledew Camp, 

and Northern Solar Light (which do-
nated the lights). Financial support 
came from ISD 2142, Field Township, 
and the DNR Trails Program.

The trail group has applied for 
some additional funding to add bench-
es and trail markers, and also to install 
two smaller bridges and add addition-
al gravel to some areas.

COOK- On Wednes-
day, Oct. 2, from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m., NWFA will 
host a creative workshop 
called “Felt Here: Pop-
Up Storytelling”.  Pop-up 
storytelling events have 
been presented as a se-
ries of pop-up art-making 
spaces at local cultural 
venues, farmers mar-
kets and street festivals 
across the Iron Range in 
2019. This workshop will 
offer a hands-on felting 
activity with storytelling 
prompts. Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery is located at 210 S 
River St., next to Dream 

Weaver Salon in Cook. 
No registration is neces-
sary..just Pop Up!

This is a new program 
created by a new network 
of local artists and com-
munity organizations, 
convened by public artist 
Shanai Matteson and the 
statewide ecological arts 
organization, Water Bar 
& Public Studio.  This 
activity will be facilitated 
by the Overburden/Over-
look Project Partners. 

This art shop is best 
described by Shanai Mat-
teson herself. She says, 
“Felt Here is a pop-up 
art-making space de-

signed by myself and 
other collaborating artists 
to look like an industrial 
shop, with work tables 
and a crew of people 
getting their hands dirty 
while making something 
together.In contrast to the 
many workshop spaces 
on the Iron Range that 
manufacture parts for 
mining machinery, in this 
shop, the work of telling 
stories, healing, and re-
pairing is led by wom-
en. Storytelling happens 
around circular tables as 
public participants are 
invited to felt wool tac-
onite pellets. These soft, 

felted, taconite pellets are 
made by hand from lo-
cally-produced wool and 
dyed with earth gathered 
from sites across the re-
gion. Once finished, the 
pellets can be used to 
make keepsakes, includ-
ing jewelry which funds 
healing practices. Most 
of the pellets and some of 
the stories shared in these 
workshops will be incor-
porated into an Overbur-
den/Overlook gallery ex-
hibition that will debut in 
2020.”

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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“Felt Here” Pop-up Storytelling Shop in Cook on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 at NWFA from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

218-666-5945
10 Fifth Street SE,
Cook, MN 55723

CARNIVAL TODAY! 

Friday, September 27
 10:30 am – 5:30 pm

The Care Center at Cook Hospital will
be hosting a 

CARNIVAL THEMED FUNDRAISER 
Tickets available for purchase AT EVENT

for food, games and cake walk.
CRAFT SALE TOO!

Proceeds for this event benefit the Care Center Activities. 
This is a family event and the public is 

encouraged to attend.

American Legion 
membership now open 
to all who have served 
in the military

ORR- The Legion Act, re-
cently passed by Congress, has 
opened up American Legion 
membership to an additional 
4.2 million military veterans. 

Previously, only veterans 
who had served during a com-
bat era were eligible for mem-
bership. This also applies to 
those who have served in the 
National Guard. Now, any vet-
eran who served on active duty, 
and was honorably discharged, 
is eligible to join.

Robert Galaz, of the Orr 
Legion Post 480, said they wel-

come all area veterans to con-
sider joining.

Cook Hospital 
Health Fair winners 
announced

COOK- Congratulations to 
all the winners from the Cook 
Hospital Health Fair:

Levi Las – Infection Con-
trol Booth - Jar of Gummy 
Worms

Sharon Ratai – Linkage 
Booth - Big Candle

Miina Leinonen – Kids 
Grand Prize $100 gift card

Jack Schmoll – Kids Grand 
Prize $100 gift card

Wyatt Morrison – Kids 
Grand Prize $100 gift card

Eric Ljosenvoor – Adult 
Grand Prize - Paddle Board

Michael Sarazine – Adult 
Grand Prize - Wild Tickets with 
Hotel Stay

Megan Grams – Adult 
Grand Prize - Smart Watch

Kim Martinson – Adult 
Day Services Booth - Instant 
Pot, Accessories and Instant 
Pot Cookbook

Eva Hannine – Medical 
Records Booth - Fall Floral Ar-
rangement

Patty Norrgard –Infection 
Control Booth - Air Fryer and 
Cookbook

Marilyn Jenkins – Rehab 
Booth – One-Month Free Gym 
Membership

Marjorie Wallin – Rehab 

Booth – One-Month Free Gym 
Membership

Erika Foss – Activities 
Booth – Brain Activity Basket

Lori Gordon – Activities 
Booth – Brain Activity Basket

Rebecca Leinonen – Me-
morial Blood Drive Booth - 
Drill

Cook Public Library 
expands Tuesday 
hours

COOK- Starting Oct. 1, 
the Cook Public Library will be 
open on Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Additional hours are 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Thursday from 10 a.m. to 

6 p.m., and Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

The Cook Public Library 
offers public computers, print-
er, copy and fax machines, and 
Wi-Fi.  Books, audio books, and 
DVDs are available for check 
out with a library card. The 
library hosts programs and 
special events throughout the 
year including summer read-
ing, winter reading, Fiber Arts 
month and Legacy events.  The 
Friends of the Cook Public Li-
brary plan and organize fund-
raisers including the annual 
book sale and holiday basket 
raffle.  Come check us out!

COOK- On Friday, Oct. 4, there will 
be an exciting reception at the NWFA 
Gallery in Cook from 5 to 7 p.m. to open 
the Susan Martin Memorial Members 
Show. The public is welcome to join us 
for the exhibits and refreshments. The 
Gallery is located at 210 S River St. next 
to Dream Weaver Spa and Salon.

The show runs from Oct. 4 to Oct. 
26, featuring the members of North-
woods Friends of the Arts. The arts and 
craft show and sale is exhibiting dozens 
of the stunning works of the talented 
members of NWFA. Gallery hours are 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday.

In 2020, NWFA will be celebrat-
ing its tenth year as a non-profit arts 
organization inspiring, nurturing and 
celebrating the arts in the lake country 
of Cook. NWFA sponsors free summer 
art programs, a photo contest, a Spring 
Art Expo, concerts, a writers group, 
a carving group, and art workshops 
and classes. Membership in NWFA is 
$25. You may seek more information at 
NWFAMN.ORG or email  at nwfamn.
org@gmail.com. The mailing address is 
PO Box 44, Cook MN 55723.

Susan Martin Memorial 
Members Show opens 
Oct. 4; public reception 
from 5 - 7 p.m.

This metal sculpture, “Moose”,  by 
Curt Conaway, is part of the 
upcoming exhibit.  submitted photo

Two-mile North Woods-Field Township 
School Forest Trail now open

Above: Steve Ball, of NSL; Keith Aho, Field Township; John 
Vukmanich, North Woods Principal; Jen Ball with baby Ruby; Steve 
Wolf, construction manager from Tip Top Chimney.

Below: Conservation Corp members helped build a bridge over a 
wet area. 

Bottom: A map of the winding loop trail. North Woods students 
helped create the trail route.



In continuing the 
tradition of introducing 
our teachers and staff to 
you, I would like to wel-
come Liz Burton to North 
Woods School.  Liz is the 
Indian Education Support 
Services Intervention-
ist and comes to us with 
much experience in edu-
cation, albeit at a college 
level.

Where are you origi-
nally from and where did 
you go to high school and 
college?

I am originally from 
Manitou Springs, Colo-
rado, at the base of Pikes 
Peak.  I graduated from 
high school there. I re-
ceived my undergraduate 
degree in Communica-

tions and Marketing from 
Whitworth University in 
Spokane, Washington.  
I went to Oregon State 
University and received a 
Master’s in College Stu-
dent Personnel Admin-
istration and a Minor in 
Counseling.

Were there teachers 
who were an influence on 
you?  Please name a few 
if you can.

Anna Hamry was 
fresh from graduate 
school, and she was my 
band and choir teacher.  
She really made an im-
pact on me. Mrs. Fiola, 
my seventh-grade Lan-
guage Arts teacher also.

What characteristics 
did these teachers have 
that were important to 
you?

They instilled a pas-
sion and a curiosity for 
learning. They also held 
us to a very high stan-
dard.

What do you teach at 
North Woods?

I am the American 

Indian Student Support 
Interventionist.  I work as 
an academic support for 
our kids to help them be 
successful in school.

Why did you choose 
teaching as a profession?

I have experience in 
college and university 
settings in several roles.  
I do not have teaching 
experience, and I am not 
a teacher. My role is to 
support students and staff 
in any way that I can to 
help our kids find success 
in school.

What are your hob-
bies?

Skiing, camping, 
hiking, music, art, and I 
am looking forward to 
what Minnesota has to 
offer.

What is something 
you like about North 
Woods?

The staff is amaz-
ing, caring, and friendly.  
I would want my kids to 
be in school here if they 
were still of school age. 
Great students, I can’t say 

enough.
What is a profession-

al goal for you?
I want to increase my 

knowledge about Amer-
ican Indian culture and 
connect as much as possi-
ble with my students and 
families.

What is something 
you love about northern 
Minnesota?

The people, the 
trees, the beauty of the 
landscape.  Everyone is 
saying “wait for winter”, 
though!

What is a piece of 
advice you’d give your 
students?

 Be organized.  Plan 
ahead. Work hard.  Set 
goals. Ask questions.

Do you have a favor-
ite saying or expression?

My seven “P’s”: 
Proper prior planning 
prevents poor, pitiful per-
formance.

What do you hope 
your students remember 
you for?

That I was sincere 

in caring about them and 
their success.

Welcome, Mrs. Bur-
ton, to the North Woods 

team!  We are happy to 
have in our school com-
munity.

October is Fiber 
Arts Month at 
the Cook Public 
Library

COOK- We’ve ex-
panded Quilt Month to 
include all Fiber Arts!

Come to the library 
all month long to see 
local fiber art pieces in-
cluding quilting, knitting, 
crocheting, embroidery, 
weaving, spinning, and 
felting.  Fiber-art themed 
books for all ages will be 
available for check out.  
Each check out earns a 
chance to win one of sev-
eral prizes. The Friends 
of the Cook Public Li-
brary are sponsoring a 
ticket raffle for a chance 
to win a beautifully 
hand-embroidered wool 
wall hanging, donated by 
a local artist.

A special event in 
October is the Fiber Arts 
Tea on Tuesday, Oct. 29 
at 5 p.m.

New Cook Thrift 
Shop donation 
hours

COOK- Due to con-
tinued theft, vandalism 
of the donation bin, and 

donations that are unac-
ceptable and need to be 
disposed of (at our cost), 
the Thrift Shop Auxilia-
ry board recently made 
the decision to only ac-
cept donations when 
workers are on site. Do-
nation hours are now on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and 
the second and fourth Sat-
urday of the month from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Other than 
these times, the donation 
bin will be locked. Thrift 
Shop volunteers under-
stand that this change in 
policy will be a great in-
convenience to many, but 
even after posting signs 
and sending out pub-
lic requests, issues have 
continued and we see no 
other course of action. 
Thank you for your con-
tinued patronage and we 
appreciate the support of 
our many shoppers and 
donors.    

Woodcarving 
group meets  
Thursdays

COOK- The NWFA 
woodcarving group will 
meeting on Thursdays at 
the gallery from 6 to 8 

p.m. Dates are Oct. 10, 
24; Nov. 7, 21; Dec. 5, 
12, and 19. The curious 
and carving beginners 
of all ages are encour-
aged to attend and share 
this learning experience 
together. Call Howard 
Hilshorst for more infor-
mation at 218-741-7941. 

Open Studio Art at 
NWFA Gallery on 
Saturdays

COOK- On Sat-
urdays, artists meet at 
Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts Gallery at 210 S 
River St. in Cook to enjoy 
working on their art from 
9  a.m. to 1 p.m.  All art-
ists and would-be artists 
are welcome to share the 
time and space every Sat-
urday.

Calendar of Art 
Events in Cook

September Exhibit: 
“Fish, Flora & Fauna”, 
an exhibit of paintings 
by Jane Wertanen from 
Virginia and Jim DeVries 
from Britt, during open 
hours at the NWFA Gal-
lery on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., through 
Sept. 28.

Susan Martin Memo-
rial Member Show: Ex-
hibit from Friday, Oct. 
4 to Saturday, Oct. 26.  
Opening reception from 
5 to 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 4. The members of 
NWFA are “the stars of 
the show”. Calling all 
NWFA members to ex-
hibit. Contact Alberta at 
218-666-2153 to partici-
pate.

Winter Writers 
Group: Begin the sea-
son on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All writ-
ers and wannabe writers 
will enjoy this group that 
meets once a month on 
the second Saturday.

Jazz at NWFA Gal-
lery with Bill Conger, 
Monday, Oct. 28 from 7 
to 9  p.m.

Look for a concert, 
Oct. 25 to 28....the date 
will be announced soon 
for a Piatigorsky evening 
concert in Cook and a 
concert at North Woods 
School.

Free Septic/
Well Homeowner 
Education Class 
on Monday, 
hSept. 30 in Cook

FIELD TWP- The 
University of Minnesota 
and Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health will be 
providing a free home-
owner education class in 
our area. The class will 
be held from 5-7 p.m. 
on Monday, Sept. 30 at 
the North Woods School, 
10248 Olson Rd. E in 
Cook. This free class will 
cover the basics of how 
septic systems function, 
well water testing, and 
how to help protect your 
well from contamination 

sources. 
This event is or-

ganized by the North 
St. Louis Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
(SWCD), in coordina-
tion with the University 
of Minnesota Water Re-
sources Center, the Min-
nesota Department of 
Health, St. Louis Coun-
ty, North Woods School 
Community Education, 
and the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency. 

 Registration is en-
couraged, to plan for ma-
terials, through the North 
St. Louis SWCD website 
at www.nslswcd.org. For 
questions, please contact 
Becca at the North St. 
Louis SWCD at becca@
nslswcd.org or 218-288-
6143. 
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HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook
EYE EXAMS • 218-666-2879

Call for Appointment
Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Dr. Bechthold, Optometrist

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Meet Indian Ed Support Staffer Liz Burton

JOHN
VUKMANICH

Cook-Orr Calendar

Read It

HERE

Thursdays: Oct. 10, 31; Nov. 21; Dec. 12
Nett Lake Community Center 9:30 - 1-:15
Crane Lake Ranger Station 11:15 - 12:00
Orr Lake Country ReMax Bldg 1:45 - 2:30
Kabetogama Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County 
Environmental Services 

Department 
1-800-450-9278 
Office hours 8-4:30 
Monday through Friday 

www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities 
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

Ash River Trail Canister Site 
11391 Ash River Trail 

Winter Hours 
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site 
10150 Gamma Rd 

Winter Hours 
Wed: noon—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Orr Canister Site 
4038 Hwy 53 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon 

Sat: 8am—noon 

Portage Canister Site 
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm 

Sturgeon Canister Site 
8380 Hwy 73 

Hours 
Sun: 10am—4pm 

County 77 Canister Site 
2038 County Rd. 77 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Area Solid Waste Facility 
site hours 

Flu Clinics
Oct 21st

Nov 1st

7:30 – 4:30

High-Dose Shot Available!
No Appointment Necessary

Bring your Insurance Card, Photo ID,
and Please Wear a Short-Sleeved Shirt

Cook Medical
20 Fifth St. SE
218-666-5941



T O W E R — L a m p p a 
Manufacturing is ready to expand, 
again. The company, which just 
moved into half of the new city-
owned manufacturing building, has 
told the city that it is soon going to 
need to lease the entire building, 
a development that city officials 
hailed.

“This is really good news,” said 
Mayor Orlyn Kringstad, “and kudos 
to Lamppa Manufacturing.”

The south half of the building has 
yet to have a concrete floor poured, 
which Lamppa will need before they 
can use  the space. The city is working 
to finalize the specifications for the 
cement bid and will call for quotes 
once the specifications are finalized 
and approved by the council.

The TEDA-built building, which 
Lamppa moved into in August, was 
built larger than Lamppa initially 
felt it needed, with the extra space 
earmarked to accommodate either a 
second business or an expansion by 
Lamppa. But the news that Lamppa 
was ready to expand into the space 
within a month of moving into the 
building, meant the TEDA plan to 
build a larger building was a sound 
decision. It will also allow TEDA 
to pay back the IRRR construction 
loan more quickly.

“We’ve confirmed that the cost 
would be covered by our existing 
funding,” said TEDA vice-president 
Marshall Helmberger, who said 
initial estimates show the cost to be 
around $40,000.

Helmberger, speaking on behalf 
of the TEDA board, also asked the 
council to require city employee 
Steve Altenburg to appear at the next 
TEDA meeting, set for Thursday, 
Oct. 3.

“The TEDA board is very con-
cerned about the defamatory state-
ments that Altenburg wrote in the 
Tower News,” Helmberger said. “It 
does stain the entire TEDA board on 
the work that we did….We feel this 
is unprofessional and irresponsible.”

Helmberger noted that Altenburg 
never contacted TEDA, or any 
members, about what the actual 
process was regarding the IRRR loan 
for the harbor project.

“Once he understands that the 
grant and loan from our [TEDA’s] 
end was done responsibly, then we 
would like him to retract his com-
ments,” Helmberger said.

Kringstad agreed that TEDA 
was the correct place to air the issue.

“From the city’s point of view,” 
Kringstad said, “it would be very nice 
to put this thing to bed.”

Altenburg said he would con-
sider attending, but did not feel the 
city could order him, as a citizen, 
to attend.

“Everything that I said is sup-
ported by actual documentation,” 
Altenburg said. “The city’s docu-
mentation.”

Altenburg has never shared any 
of his documentation with either 
TEDA or the city council.

Counc i l  member  S teve 
Abrahamson agreed that having 
Altenburg meet with TEDA was 
important.

“A lot of issues can be taken 
care of if people would show each 
other information,” Abrahamson 
said. “This is a great idea. Since you 
are an employee of the city, I don’t 
have a problem having the council 
direct you to attend.”

Council member Mary Shedd 
questioned how Altenburg could 
claim this was a separate issue from 
his employment with the city, when 
he had filed his complaint with the 
state auditor as a whisleblower, 
which would only apply to a city 
employee.

Altenburg said he wouldn’t be 
able to bring his documentation to 
TEDA “because it is in the state’s 
hands now. Anyone could find out 
by communicating with the state.”

The council backed the TEDA 
request and unanimously passed a 
motion directing Altenburg to attend 
the next TEDA meeting and to bring 
any relevant documentation.

The city has no knowledge that 
the state auditor is actively investi-
gating any of Altenburg’s claims.

Hoodoo rates to rise
The council approved a recom-

mendation from the Hoodoo Point 
Committee to raise rates for the 2020 
camping season at Hoodoo Point. 
Seasonal rates will rise to $3,000, a 
$300 increase, and daily rates will 
rise $3, to $45 per night for lakeside 
sites and to $40 per night for interior 
sites.

“This will raise about $25,000 
per season in revenue,” said camp-
ground manager Randy Pratt. “The 
campground does need a lot of 
work.”

Campground rates haven’t been 
raised in two years and are still a bit 
lower than other campgrounds in the 
area, including McKinley Park. Still, 
Pratt admitted, the seasonal campers 
were getting “the brunt of it.”

Pratt said the only work that 
needs to be done before the camp-
ground reopens next spring is the 
replacement of the store’s pressure 
tank and hot water heater, which is 
estimated to cost around $12,000. 
This can be funded from the camp-
ground’s improvement monies, 
which are funded by a dollar a day 
surcharge on each site, including 
seasonals, and raises about $8,000 a 
year, Pratt said. The fund currently 
has $20,000 on hand.

The rest of the work needed, 
Pratt said, is on their wish list, 
although the addition of wifi, which 
had been on that list, is now com-
pleted and is “working wonderfully,” 
he said.

Other items on that list include 
upgrading electric service to accom-
modate the new, larger RVs, adding 
50-amp service and water to the 
seven sites located by the camp-
ground store, bathroom upgrades, 
and new playground equipment 
(grant monies may be available for 
the playground).

Pratt said the cost of upgrading 
electrical service on existing sites 
was as high as $50,000 to update 
seven sites, and the return on that 
investment would be quite low.

“Campers are not getting 
smaller,” he said, “but I don’t think 
it’s the city’s responsibility if the 

campers upgrade their RVs.”
Pratt also asked the council to 

look at changing the way the seasonal 
campsite waiting list is managed. 
There are currently 150 names on 
the list, and they are required to offer 
any opening to the top name on the 
list. The top dozen or so, he said, 
have never camped at Hoodoo, but 
others do visit the campground, and 
pay higher rates to stay all summer. 

“We have four people who pay 
$5,200 a season for a lakeside site,” 
he said.

Pratt would like to see some way 
to rotate the names on the waiting list 
and would also like to set a 10-year 
maximum for any new seasonal 
campers.

Pratt also reported that revenue 
at the campground was down about 
five percent from last season, or 
about 200 billable nights. He said 
the campground lost a few monthly 
campers this season.

During public input, the council 
heard from seasonal camper Greta 
Tuominen, speaking on behalf of 
a group of campground regulars. 
Tuominen asked that the city appoint 
one seasonal camper to the Hoodoo 
Point Committee, and that the com-
mittee do regular visits throughout 
the season and be sure to talk with 
campers to get feedback. The letter 
asked that any electrical upgrades 
be first done at the seasonal sites. 
“Seasonals feel they should have first 
consideration because they become 
summer members of the community 
and support local businesses.”

Of larger concern was the pro-
posed $300 seasonal rate increase, 
which she said would be hard for 
many seasonal campers, who are 
retired and living on a fixed income.

Other business
In other business, the council:
 Approved applying for a 

$3,000 IRRR grant which will 
help cover about half the costs for 
grant-writing for the water main 
project. Larson said most of this 
will help cover the time spent by the 
city’s engineering firm on the grant 
proposal, and that her cost would 
not exceed $1,500. Larson noted that 
grant-writing work is different from 
the grant management work she has 
been doing for the city since June.

 Heard a request from devel-
oper Dave Rose that the city council 
work with him on his development 
proposal since the planning and 
zoning board has refused to work 
with him. Kringstad said the council 
would review the information that 
Rose submitted at the meeting, and 
will see if this is something the 
council can do.

 Hired Steven Freshour and 
Kristal Strong as EMRs. Altenburg 
said both had completed the EMT 
training, and just needed to do the 
required testing. The city also hired 
Dean Dowden as a firefighter. 
Dowden is already a member of the 
ambulance department.

 Received a letter from city 
attorney Andrew Peterson, who was 
just appointed as a district judge 
and will no longer be able to serve 
as city attorney. The council voted 
to advertise for a new city attorney.
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TOWER

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower 
on Monday, Oct. 7 at the Tower Civic Center from 
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10 charge for the 
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are 
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch is 
served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at 
12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the Friends 
of the Vermilion Country Charter School.  In case of 
inclement weather school closure in Tower, bingo 
will be cancelled. Questions, call Jodi Summit at 
218-753-2950.

Upcoming dates for 2019:
Monday, November 4
Monday, December 2
No bingo in January

TOWER BINGO
Monday, Oct. 7

IRPS presents first annual Pasty 
Festival, Oct. 5 in Mt. Iron

REGIONAL- Join us for the first annual Iron 
Range Pasty Festival, a fundraiser for the Iron Range 
Partnership for Sustainability. Homemade pasties, 
containing all local ingredients, are the stars of the 
show. $10 buys a pasty, slaw, and a beverage, served 
from 3-7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5 at the Mt. Iron 
Community Center. ($8 for a frozen pasty to take 
home, with a limit of five.)

The day features family activities, including a 
scavenger hunt, rutabaga bowling, Mrs. Rutabaga 
Head contest, Play-Doh pasty-making for the young 
ones, music by Sara Softich and Friends, an exhibit 
by the Virginia Historical Society, raffles, “People’s 
Choice” pasty award featuring Iron Range pasty makers, 
Slovenian button box music, a DIY Mining photo 
booth, and s’mores over an open fire. For the adults, 
a local craft beer garden opens at 6 p.m. featuring 
brews from around the Range. At 7 p.m., we’ll join in 
with KAXE radio’s Saturday night call-in trivia show 
“Green Cheese”, also celebrating the pasty and featuring 
questions about Iron Range history and food traditions.

Tickets are available at www.brownpapertickets.
com (search for pasty festival) and at the door. The 
Mt. Iron Community Center is handicap accessible and 
located at 8586 Enterprise Dr. South, just off Hwy. 
169 at Emerald Ave.

Contact Melissa Roach, Executive Director of Iron 
Range Partnership for Sustainability, with questions, 
melissa.roach@irpsmn.org or 218-969-6872.

Lyric stages The Tin Woman, Oct. 4-6
VIRGINIA- The Lyric Center’s Northern Stage 

Works production of The Tin Woman, by Sean 
Grennan, will be performed Oct. 4 through 6, at the 
Lyric Annex on Chestnut St. in Virginia. Curtain 
time is 7 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 2:30 p.m. 
on Sunday.  

 Like the trek to Oz, The Tin Woman is equal 
parts life’s twists and turns, human resilience, and 
laughter.  Joy, a young graphic artist, gets a new 
heart, and doesn’t quite know what to do with it…or 
if she even deserves it, but feels a need to seek out the 
donor’s family. No one’s life will remain as it was, as 
old ‘baggage’ surfaces and can no longer be ignored.  
Oz was never like this… There will be an opportunity 
for a talk-back at the end of performance on opening 
night, Friday, Oct. 4.

 Directed by Mary Lou Conaway, The Tin Woman 
features a cast of locals, including Pete Pellinen, Tucker 
Nelson, Sarah Packa, Carol Zakula, Sarah Simek, 
Marlys Goerdt and Darby Sauer.

 Northern Stage Works is grateful to its sponsors 
for “The Tin Woman” performances: Essentia Health, 
Pohaki Lumber, Range Reliable Agency, Super 8 
Eveleth, Frandsen Bank & Trust, American Bank, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Country Financial, Edwards 
Oil/Lucky Seven, Quad Cities Rotary, First National 
Bank of Gilbert, First National Bank of Mt. Iron, Lake 
Country Power, Northern State Bank, and North East 
Technical Services.

 Tickets are available online http://our.show/
lyriccenter4arts/the-tin-woman, at The First Stage 
Gallery, and at The Card Shop in downtown Virginia.

Create Your Own Comic Character 
Workshop at local libraries

REGIONAL- The Arrowhead Library System is 
pleased to present Create Your Own Comic Character 
Workshop with Trisha Speed Shaskan and Stephen 
Shaskan, a free two-hour workshop being offered 
for ages grade five and older on Thursday, Oct. 10, 
1 p.m. at Babbitt Public Library and 6 p.m. at Cook 
Public Library 

 Do you like to read graphic novels or comics? 
Do you like to draw? Write? Have you ever drawn a 
character from different angles? In this class, you’ll 
learn different tools that will help you create a comic 
character and start your own story. The instructors, 
Minnesota author Trisha Speed Shaskan and Minnesota 
author/illustrator Stephen Shaskan, are the creators of 
the picture book Art Panels, BAM! Speech Bubbles, 
POW! Writing and Illustrating Your Own Graphic 
Novel and the Q & Ray graphic novel series. This 
two-hour workshop is appropriate for fifth graders and 
older. Registration is capped at 40 attendees. 

 This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library 
System, was funded in part or in whole with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. To 
learn more about Arrowhead Legacy Events, please see 
our calendar at www.alslib.info, follow us on Twitter 
@ALSLibraryNews, or like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/alslibinfo.

LET’S PLAY HOCKEY!
YOUTH  HOCKEY  REGISTRATION 

Opens  Wed., September 25
REGISTER ONLINE at: www.elyhockey.com

ARENA CLEAN UP DAY
Ely Ice Arena: Sat., October 5, 10 AM-6 PM

Come for part of the day or all day.
ELY BLUE LINE • PARENT MEETING

AT THE ELY ICE ARENA
Wed., October 9 • 6-7:30 PM

All families are requested to attend.

ELY BLUELINE
What’s In Your Future?

Tryouts for the 
NLAA Fall Production
SCROOGE IN LOVE

under the direction of 
Crystal Poppler & Mike Rouse

will be on
October 6 & 7 at 6 p.m. 
in the VCC Auditorium

What happens after 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL?

A year has passed and Ebenezer Scrooge is now 
a happy man. But is he, really? Is there 

something lacking? Old pal Jacob Marley and a 
trio of brand new ghosts arrive to give Scrooge 

a new chance at a love he once threw away.

Questions?  
Contact Sara Skelton @ 235-2142 or s.skelton@vcc.edu

Ely Community Health Center 
Starting August 8

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare and referrals

111 S. 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available

Lamppa Manufacturing ready to expand
Council directs Steve Altenburg to appear at TEDA meeting
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FIRE...Continued from page 1
scene. Firefighters were 
able to protect the adja-
cent structures, although 
a number of vehicles that 
had been parked outside 
the building were also 
destroyed in the fire.

“My heart goes out to 
everybody involved,” said 
Astleford. 

The fire was reported 
at 1:45 a.m.

“The fire departments 
did an unbelievable job 
of protecting Norman’s 
One Stop and Motel,” 
said Astleford. “It was 
only 20 feet from Wally’s. 
The closest wall actually 
started smoldering at one 
point, but they kept the fire 
from spreading and kept 
Norman’s safe.”

The night’s weather 
helped the firefighters 

keep the fire from spread-
ing.

“The fire was really 
hot,” said Astleford. “But 
when the roof of Wally’s 
caved in, flames shot 
straight up. There was 
absolutely no breeze. We 
were really lucky.”

Orr Fire Chief Dallas 
Johnson said that while 
they deal with automotive 
fires regularly, this was on 
a much larger scale.

“We knew there were 
a lot of used oil and lubri-
cants present,” he said.

“We took a defensive 
approach which helped 
keep us somewhat out 
of harm’s way,” he said. 
“And yes, quick action by 
the first arriving crew was 
key to saving Norman’s 
Motel.” The first fire-

fighters on the scene were 
assistant chief John Barto 
and firefighters Patrick 
Hoffer and Karen Barto.

“They deployed what 
is called a Blitz Fire 
Portable Monitor with a 
capacity of 500 gallons 
per minute,” Johnson said. 
“This device is pre-con-
nected to our truck and 
works wonderfully.”

Johnson also had 
praise for their mutual 
aid partners: Crane Lake, 
Cook, Bois Forte, and 
Buyck, for securing water 
supplies, and providing 
trucks and personnel.

Astleford noted this is 
the second time in recent 
history that Orr has lost a 
major business to fire.

“Everybody remem-
bers the fire in the 90s that 

took out half our down-
town,” he said, speaking 
of the fire that destroyed 
Mel’s IGA and the build-
ing that housed the T. 
Patten Cafe.

“That was a wake-up 
call,” he said. “Our fire 
fighting equipment is 
improved since then.” The 
department was also able 
to pump water directly 
from Pelican Lake, ensur-
ing a steady supply of 
water all night long.

Small town trage-
dies tend to bring the 
community closer, he 
said. “I am very proud 
of the people here in Orr. 
They’ve reached out to 
Mark Mankus, offering 
any help he may need. And 
Mark knows he will get it.”

Johnson said that 

Tony Norman, owner of 
the adjacent convenience 
store and motel, spent the 
night supplying firefight-
ers with refreshments, and 
opened up his parking lot 
area for emergency vehi-
cles. The Orr Ambulance 
provided rehab operations 
and was on stand-by all 
night in case of medical 
emergencies. The city of 
Orr was also an essen-
tial partner, with Rocky 
Hoffman keeping the 
water system working 
throughout the fire, and 
city hall employees in the 
office manning the phones. 
Astleford was on the 
scene from start to finish, 
Johnson said.

“Everyone is hoping 
they rebuild,” he said.

Astleford also wanted 

to thank the Orr EMS 
service, which stayed 
on site the entire night. 
Luckily, no one was 
injured in the fire.

The cause of the fire 
is under investigation by 
the Sheriff’s Office and 
the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office. 

Astleford said dealing 
with the aftermath of an 
industrial fire can be com-
plicated. The fire marshal 
was on scene immediately 
after the fire. The MPCA 
was also in Orr, making 
sure no hazardous chemi-
cals were released and that 
the water running off the 
fire scene was safe. The 
city’s lift station was also 
cleaned, and cleared as 
safe, Astleford said.

PEHRSON LODGE...Continued from page 1
“People in the neigh-

boring cabin heard the 
smoke alarm going off,” 
said Mary Hanson, who 
along with her husband 
Eric own and operate the 
Lake Vermilion resort. 
“Then they saw the smoke 
and raced up to the lodge.”

While the cabin, built 
in 2002, was never fully 
engulfed in flames, the 
fire did cause a window 
to break outwards from 
the heat. The interior 
of the cabin was totally 
destroyed, the result of 
heat, smoke, and the water 
used to douse the fire.

Eric Hanson used 
fire extinguishers to try to 
douse the flames through 
the broken window while 
waiting for the fire depart-
ment to arrive. Mary said 
other resort guests helped 
round up other cabins’ fire 
extinguishers to try to keep 

the fire in check.
“Everyone was so 

helpful,” she said. The 

resort had a dozen occu-
pied cabins that week. The 
fire didn’t seem to dampen 

any of their guests’ vaca-
tion time. People came and 
went, she said, and were 

out fishing and kayaking 
while the firefighters were 
on the scene.

“Someone did come in 
while we were talking with 
some of the emergency 
responders,” she said, “and 
asked if it was a bad time 
to ask for more firewood.”

Mary obliged, but 
noted that it was only to 
be used in the outdoor 
fire rings!

Firefighters were able 
to contain the fire to the 
interior of the cabin and 
kept it from spreading to 
any of the nearby cabins. 
“They dumped a whole 

tankerful of water into the 
cabin,” Mary Hanson said.

The St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Department and 
the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal are investigating 
the cause of the fire. No 
one was injured in the 
incident. 

Mary said they are 
unsure if the cabin can be 
salvaged or will need to 
be rebuilt. Their insurance 
agent was on scene during 
the fire, so the process of 
getting repair and rebuild-
ing estimates is already 
underway.

Both Mary and Eric 
were grateful for the quick 
response of all the area 
first responders who were 
on scene and wanted to 
be sure to thank all those 
involved.

Pehrson’s has operat-
ed as a resort since 1900.

Wally’s Auto was started in 
1938 by Wally Zick and has been 
family-owned for three genera-
tions. The following is an excerpt 
from the book “Unforgettable 
Orr– A colorful first century in 
a remote timber town” by Tom 
Klein and Marshall Helmberger.

Wally Zick’s skills as a 
mechanic were in such demand 
that Orr residents tried to keep 
the military from drafting him 
during World War II. 

Their appeals failed and 
Zick was given three weeks to 
find someone to replace him or 
sell his business.

He never needed to make the 
choice. After the United States 
dropped an atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima and forced Japan’s 
surrender, the military did not 
require Zick to serve.

Wally’s Auto Service has 
reminded a fixture on the Orr 
business scene for 69 years [now 
81 years]. Zick and his wife 
Katherine ran the service for 
40 years before turning over the 
business to son-in-law Leonard 
Mankus and his wife Evie [Zick]. 
Leonard and Evie later trans-
ferred the business to their son 
Mark and his wife, Gina.

Zick got his start in the auto 
business in 1935 when he joined 
Ellsworth Madden, who ran a 
gas station and was seeking a 
mechanic for his shop.

“We were the only place in 
town that had hot water,” Zick 
recalled. “A bunch of guys used 
to hang around in the winter time 
to keep warm.”

Zick had a steady stream 

of cars to repair. As soon as 
he would finish fixing one in 
the cramped, two-stall garage, 
another would be ready to take 
its place.

After a year at that site, Zick 
decided the place was too small 
for an auto repair business. A 
local businessman offered to 
construct a new building for 
Zick. While the businessman 

scouted a location for the build-
ing, Zick went to work fixing 
machinery for the Civilian 
Conservation Corps.

Zick started business in 
his own shop in 1938 in a new 
building located where Pelican 
Bay IGA is now. He remained 
there until 1947 when a fire 
destroyed the building.

Zick moved the auto dealer-

ship to its present location along 
Hwy. 53 following the fire. The 
building constructed at that site 
is still in use today.

Zick was renowned for his 
service. When logging trucks 
experience mechanical prob-
lems, Zick would drive to the 
camps to repair the trucks on site. 
In winter, when temperatures 
dipped below zero, Zick would 
have fires built on each side of 
the truck to keep warm while he 
worked on it.

Although he worked solo 
when he first opened his own 
shop, Zick added employees 
over the years. One of those 
Alden Lindgren went on to land 
a top position with the Ford 
Motor Co.

In the early 1940s, Zick 
expanded his business into 
auto sales after being offered a 
Chrysler dealership. The dealer 
promised Zick a car for $50 down 
and $50 a month.

Zick kept few cars on his 
lot in those days. Usually there 
was just a demonstrator model 
on site. When a customer ordered 
a car, Zick would take the train 
to Minneapolis and then drive 
back in the vehicle. It seemed 
only fitting that Zick sold his 
first car to the train depot agent.

Wally’s Auto has been family owned for three generations

Wally’s Auto Service as it look in 1965. Wally Zick began his business as an auto 
repair business, but expanded to auto sales following a fire that burned his original 
shop. submitted photo

The interior of this 
two-story cabin at 
Pehrson’s Resort on 
Lake Vermilion, was 
totally destroyed by a 
fire last week. submitted 
photo

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

HIBBING- A jury 
here has found William 
Arnold Lindeman, age 
58, of Orr, guilty of two 
counts of first degree 
aggravated robbery 
stemming from his 2018 
robbery of the American 
Bank branch office in 
Orr. Lindeman faced a 

short trial at the Hibbing 
Courthouse and the jury 
rendered its verdict on 
Sept. 19. 

The court set sen-
tencing for Oct. 17, and 
Lindeman will remain in 
custody until then at the 
St. Louis County Jail.

Lindeman robbed the 
small bank office, located 
in the Pelican Bay IGA 
building, shortly before 

noon on March 14, 2018. 
Lindemand entered the 
bank and used pepper 
spray to disable the two 
bank employees during 
the robbery. Afterwards, 
he fled the bank on an 
ATV with an undeter-
mined amount of cash.  A 
member of  the public had 
called 911 and reported 
seeing Lindeman’s ATV 
enter a property just 

north of Orr following 
the robbery.  Squads 
responded to the address 
and took Lindeman into 
custody without incident.  

The bank employees 
were treated at the Cook 
Hospital for pepper spray 
exposure.  

The incident was 
investigated by the St. 
Louis Co. Sheriff’s Office 
with assistance from 

the FBI. The St. Louis 
County Attorney’s Office 
in Hibbing prosecuted 
the case. Other assist-
ing agencies included 
the Bois Forte Police, 
the State Patrol, DNR, 
U.S. Forest Service, 
Koochiching County 
Sheriff’s Office, and Orr 
Ambulance and First 
Responders.
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Jury finds Orr man, 58, guilty in 2018 bank robbery
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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TOWER...Continued from page 1
“The city is in dire 

straits,” said Lamppa, 
noting that it was the first 
time in more than 30 years 
that the city has had to 
resort to short-term bor-
rowing to cover its bills. 
She noted that the city 
has been forced to borrow 
$750,000 in just the past 
month and a half and is 
still facing a significant 
cash flow problem. 

Lamppa recited a long 
list of examples where 
poor management had cost 
the city funds or substan-
tially delayed reimburse-
ments for grant-funded 
city projects. She noted 
that when she took over 
the clerk-treasurer duties 
back in June, the city had 
seven major projects, 
some dating back years, 
that were still in limbo 
due to unfinished paper-
work. Lamppa said the 
city’s new grant manager, 
Nancy Larson, has since 
completed reporting for 
those grants, and the city 
has now received reim-

bursements on six of the 
seven, which has helped, 
but not solved,the city’s 
cash crunch. 

The mismanagement 
of the city’s latest walkway 
and lighting project around 
the harbor has proven to 
be the city’s biggest finan-
cial headache. Lamppa 
noted that the city spent 
$802,284 on the project, 
without receiving any 
reimbursement to date. 
“This is the biggest reason 
the city is in so much 
trouble,” she said. “The 
work was great. The harbor 
looks great, but as far as the 
work in the office, nothing 
was done since 2016.”

The harbor project 
was supposed to have 
received 100-percent 
reimbursement from 
the Legislative-Citizens 
Commission on Minnesota 
Resources, or LCCMR, 
through a $679,000 grant. 
But the former clerk-trea-
surer failed to include 
$123,000 in engineering 
costs, which were eli-

gible to be covered by 
the grant. Instead, Keith 
and SEH engineers made 
significant changes to the 
project, which added to 
the costs and consumed 
the entire grant amount 
just for construction. And 
Keith never sought the 
required LCCMR approv-
al for an amendment to the 
project;  given the signif-
icant changes, Lamppa 
said the city may now only 
receive partial reimburse-
ment. She noted that staff 
from the LCCMR and the 
Department of Natural 
Resources had conduct-
ed a recent site visit to 
better understand what 
happened with the project. 
“They told us we stand to 
lose $250,000 because of 
the way the project was 
handled,” Lamppa said. 
If so, the project— which 
was supposed to have been 
entirely grant-funded— 
will end up costing the city 
nearly $375,000.

Larson noted that 
the second phase of the 
project, for which the 
LCCMR had previously 
approved $600,000, was 
now at risk of cancellation. 
The LCCMR board won’t 
decide on how to proceed 
with the reimbursement for 
the first phase, and whether 
to offer an extension for 
completion of the second 
phase, until they meet this 
December. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Timberjay has learned 
that Keith’s mismanage-
ment of the LCCMR 
project included false 
reporting to the state. In 
project updates provided 
by Keith in 2016 and 2017, 
the former clerk-treasurer 
wrote that the city was 
actively working with the 
Tower-Soudan Historical 
Society and the Vermilion 
Lake Association on the 
development of a kayak 
route that was supposed 
to be designed and built 

as part of the project. The 
Timberjay has confirmed 
that Keith, in fact, had 
never spoken to either 
organization about the 
project, much less engaged 
their input in any capac-
ity related to the project 
during her tenure as 
clerk-treasurer. 

Keith’s mismanage-
ment has forced the city 
to delay payments on some 
checks when possible, 
as well as temporarily 
borrow funds to pay those 
that can’t be delayed. 
At a council meeting 
last month, Lamppa said 
the city had $70,000 in 
available cash, while the 
council approved more 
than $140,000 in bills. 

She said the city bor-
rowed $500,000 from 
Frandsen Bank and 
$250,000 from the League 
of Minnesota Cities to 
cover the city’s bills. She 
said the city is set to receive 
the second half of their 
property tax payments and 
Local Government Aid in 
December, which normal-
ly keep the city operating 
until the following June. 
This year, however, much 
of it will have to go toward 
paying off the loans. While 
the 2020 city budget is 
balanced, Lamppa said 
the city will be going into 
next year “with a lot of 
baggage.”

New issues 
arise daily

Lamppa said city staff 
continue to discover new 
issues and examples of 
mismanagement almost 
daily, most often as a result 
of contacts by other public 
agencies or contractors 
who call to alert them 
to long unpaid bills or 
potential reimbursements 
for which Keith had failed 
to apply. She said that the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation recently 
notified them that the 
city had failed to submit 
paperwork for final reim-
bursement on two airport 
related projects. The city 
was still owed $100,511 
on a project dating back to 
2016 and $23,175 from a 
project from 2018. Keith 
had also failed to apply 
for operating and main-

tenance funds for the 
airport in recent years, 
leaving another $11,000 
on the table. Lamppa said 
the city has since applied 
for reimbursement for 
all those funds and that 
they expect to receive the 
revenue shortly. 

Lamppa said man-
agement of the Lamppa 
Manufacturing construc-
tion project has faced a 
number of issues, includ-
ing Keith’s failure to 
segregate costs that were 
covered by the project’s 
$1.8 million loan and 
those that were covered 
by a separate grant for site 
work and infrastructure. 
She said Chris Ismil, of the 
IRRRB, is “having a night-
mare,” trying to sort it all 
out. “Nothing was divided 
out based on whether it 
was grant money or loan 
money. Chris Ismil has 
spent two days sorting out 
vouchers and payments 
trying to decide which one 
came from which fund. 
They’re quite upset that it 
wasn’t done properly from 
day one.”

Larson, who ended up 
handling the project after 
Keith’s suspension, called 
the project “a real mess 
in the books,” noting that 
Keith had submitted the 
same invoices for payment 
in some cases as many as 
three times. “It was not 
handled cleanly at all,” 
she said.

Some of the issues 
involve employees as 
well. Lamppa said she 
discovered that Keith had 
never submitted premium 
payments for life insurance 
policies that are guaran-
teed to city maintenance 
staff and the deputy clerk 
by their union contract. 
In addition, she said man-
datory annual reports to 
the Public Employees 
Retirement Association, 
or PERA, for city workers, 
have not been submitted 
since 2014. Lamppa said 
the reports are somewhat 
time-consuming and she 
was frustrated when she 
learned that she would 
now have to complete five 
years of reporting because 
of Keith’s failure. “I just 
wanted to scream when 
I got that call,” she said. 

Lamppa also cited 

examples of needless 
waste and overspending. 
She noted that the city 
had reams of unused and 
expensive letterhead, with 
an older city logo, that had 
been tossed in a storage 
room. She noted that the 
city’s telecommunications 
bill still included data 
charges for a number of 
computer tablets that were 
out of service, in some 
cases for several years. 
“These are the kinds of 
issues we’re dealing with 
day after day,” she said.

Finding funds
Lamppa also reviewed 

the veritable shell game 
that Keith engaged in as she 
sought to juggle payments 
by constantly moving 
money between various 
city accounts, leaving 
many of them almost 
entirely drained. That 
includes the city’s funds 
for police car replacement 
and streets, both of which 
should have had $25,000 
available. Instead, both 
had been drained to under 
$1,000. The fire depart-
ment fund, which should 
hold $31,540, according to 
Lamppa, was now at just 
$1,667. The general fund 
account, which should 
hold $52,423 was left with 
just $5,787, according 
to a chart presented by 
Lamppa. 

Meanwhile, Lamppa 
said all of the transfers 
require city council autho-
rization, but Keith never 
obtained the council’s 
consent. And while money 
has since been restored to 
the ambulance subsidy 
account, which currently 
totals $118,765, Lamppa 
said even that fund had 
been drained almost entire-
ly at various points. She 
said that fund is considered 
a special fund from which 
even the council could 
not authorize transfers 
for anything other than 
the dedicated purpose of 
ambulance and equipment 
replacement.

M a y o r  O r l y n 
K r i n g s t a d  p r a i s e d 
Lamppa’s efforts to get 
the city’s finances and 
management processes 
back on track. “You’ve 
done tremendous work for 
us, Ann,” he said. He noted 
that since Keith’s suspen-
sion in June, Lamppa, 
Larson, and other financial 
professionals who have 
volunteered their services 
have worked to identify 
problems and have, to date, 
recovered more than one 
million dollars in grant 
funds for which the city 
had previously failed to 
apply or had mismanaged.

Kringstad said he and 
others on the council felt 
it was important to get 
the information out to the 
public to ensure better 
transparency about city 
finances than was offered 
in the past. “We didn’t 
want to be accused of sug-
ar-coating things,” he said. 

Cook Medical
20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday
(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental
12 S River Street

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Tower Medical and Dental

Dental:   (218) 753-6061
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient

For Life

Chronic Disease Management • Acute Care • Women’s Health
Immunizations • Well Child Care • Sports Physicals • Behavioral Health

Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Checkups • Cleanings

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK Lorn

Koski
Les 

Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Calvin
Jolly

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

$19,990
$17,990
$14,990
$17,990
$18,990
$14,990
$15,990
$17,990
$14,990
$17,990
$12,990
  $8,990
  $6,490
  $5,990

* * FINANCING AVAILABLE! * *

Prices exclude license, tax & registration fees.

We Buy used Vehicles

2017 JEEP RENEGADE 4X4.....2 IN STOCK!................................... 
2016 BUICK ENCORE AWD....NICELY EQUIPPED..........................
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE.....42 HIGHWAY MPG!.......................
2016 RAM 1500 TRADESMAN 4X4.....CLEAN WORK TRUCK........
2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD...CERTIFIED!......................
2016 FORD ESCAPE SE AWD...PANORAMIC SUNROOF!.............     
2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT....LOW MILES!..................................
2016 JEEP COMPASS HIGH ALTITUDE 4X4....LOW MILES........... 
2014 GMC TERRAIN...NICELY EQUIPPED!.....................................
2012 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4...WORK TRUCK PKG!..         
2012 CHRYSLER TOWN COUNTRY....POWER DOORS!................
2012 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD.............................................
2012 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT............................................................. 
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY LE.....RELIABLE!............................................

UNDER 20K PREOWNED SPECIALS!

ELY – For the second 
consecutive month, John 
Fedo reported to the Ely 
Economic Development 
Authority that he is con-
tinuing to work with a 
local business on a reuse 
of the former Shopko 
building.

Fedo, who serves as 
economic development 
advisor to the city, provid-
ed few details at the EEDA 
meeting Tuesday night 
but sounded optimistic 
about the potential for the 
local economy.

The 38,000-square-
foot Shopko Hometown 
facility on the east end 
of town closed in June, 
leaving a gaping hole 
in the regional retail 
economy, and as many as 
18 people without a job.

The Wisconsin-based 
retailer initially sought 
bankruptcy protection, 
but plans for corporate 
restructuring were unsuc-
cessful. The company 
owed $67 million to a 
pharmaceutical supplier.

Shopko had 134 stores 
and another 176 Shopko 
Hometown outlets across 
the Midwest. Shopko and 

its predecessor brand, 
Pamida, had a presence 
in Ely for at least five 
decades.

Fedo would not 
comment on the identi-
fication of the existing 
business that is consider-
ing a move to the vacant 
building. “Our emphasis 
has been to help the 
existing business person 
in their consideration in 
terms of expansion at 
their existing location or 
potential for expansion 
onto the (Shopko) site,” 
he said.

He emphasized that 
if the business expan-

sion project proceeds, “it 
would mean positive job 
creation as well as local 
investment.”

He said that a meeting 
he held this week with 
the Department of Iron 
Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation and the 
anonymous business 
focused on leveraging 
expansion of existing 
activities as well as what 
they are proposing for a 
new area.

“The business plan 
is the bottom line here 
on how we might assist 
immediately in getting 
that individual business 

to sit down and work with 
their existing lenders in 
streamlining the deci-
sion-making,” Fedo said. 
“When those decisions 
are made in the next 
few weeks, they will be 
well-founded, well-re-
searched, and for them, 
hopefully, the right deci-
sion.”

City council member 
Jerome Debeltz inquired 
about the possibility of 
re-establishing a bowling 
alley in Ely, mentioning 
that Babbitt just recently 
lost their facility. “Many  
people like to go bowling 
around here in the winter 

because there’s not a lot 
of things to do,” he said.

Fedo noted that he 
offered to help the exist-
ing Ely bowling center 
operator as that business 
faltered. “There has not 
been a lot of new inquiries 
in that particular area of 
business. Certainly we 
can help if an opportunity 
presents itself,” he said. 

The EEDA agreed to 
add “high quality, afford-
able childcare in Ely” to 
their list of continuing 
priorities for the coming 
year.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Could Ely’s vacant Shopko Hometown building be reused?
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor



to slower finishing times 
than previous years, a 
record 116 full-mara-
thon racers posted an 
average time of 4:34:44 
on the 26.2 mile course 
through the north woods. 
Andrew McNamara, 38, 
of Goodhue, took home 
first place with a time of 
2:52.13, according to the 
Ely Marathon website. 
The Ely race is a qualifier 
for the prestigious Boston 
Marathon.

Other top finishers in 
the full marathon includ-
ed Nick Gardner, 23, 
of Stillwater, 3:06:14; 
Evan Odean, 28, Duluth, 
3:12:47; Hudson Kingston, 
36, Ely, 3:13:22; and Job 
Pazos-Avila, 37, Salem, 
Ore., 3:14:09.

Stacy Torkelson, 37, 
of Brainerd, was the top 
women’s finisher, 14th 
place, with a time of 
3:44:30.

Ely Marathon course 
records were set in 2016 
with the top men’s time 
of 2:47:25 and the top 
women’s time of 3:00:14.

As many as 346 half 

-marathon participants 
(288 finishers) posted an 
average time of 2:26:41 for 
the 13.1-mile course. Joey 
Chmelick, 23, of Grand 
Marais, took first place 
with a time of 1:23:50, 
followed close behind by 
Lisa Smith, 37, Hibbing, 
with a time of 1:24:47 
that was good enough for 
a women’s half-marathon 
course record. Top five 
half marathon finishers 
included  Brian St. George, 
43, Mt. Iron, 1:25:20; 
Aiden Winn, 23, Red 
Wing, 1:29:41; and Maria 
Richert, 33, Northfield, 
1:29:49.

Lindsay said there 
were many upsets this year 
with past winners bested 
by newcomers. “About 
70 percent of past winners 
were registered this year,” 
she said. “That is great to 
see. Forty-four runners 
have competed in all five 
Ely Marathons.”

She said there were 
67 Ely runners registered 
this year.

“There were lots more 
spectators along the route 

this year,” she added. 
There were lots of folks 
sitting in lawn chairs at 
the edge of their drive-
way. That was great to 
see. Winton had a huge 
crowd of spectators. They 
definitely get the Spirit 
Award.”

The fan favorites 
again this year were those 
racers brave enough to 
carry a canoe with them 
on the course.

The idea of portaging 
a canoe in the race took 
off a couple of years ago, 
according to Lindsay, after 
a few participants focused 
in on the race’s marketing 
pitch for the full marathon 
as an “8,390-rod portage,” 
a reference to the number 
of rods in 26.2 miles. 
Portages in the nearby 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, where 
canoes and camping gear 
are transported between 
lakes, are measured in 
rods.

Anthony Peter, 39, 
of Mounds View, won a 
North Star Northwind solo 
canoe, and his name in the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records, by besting last 
year’s full marathon canoe 
portage race with a time of 
05:00:01, about 24 minutes 
faster than last year’s 
winner, Dan Drehmel, 31, 
of Ely. Drehmel finished in 

second place this year with 
a time of 05:00:58. Ben 
Gardner, 25, Stillwater, 
was third with a time of 
05:27:01.

The half-marathon 
portage division winner 
was Chris Johnson, 39, 
of Plymouth, with a 
time of 02:52:39. Dana 
Gilbertson, 26, of Duluth, 
took second place with her 
time of 02:53:27. Craig 
Sinclair, 59, Waconia, 
Wis., took third with a time 
of 03:40:57.

Two canoe portage 
relay team divisions, a 
full and half-marathon, 
were introduced at this 
year’s Ely Marathon. 
Local outfitting company 
Ely Outfitting Co., with a 
time of 05:08:10, bested 
the team from Northern 
Tier, at 05:16:42, to win 
the Golden Paddle award.

The Ely Outfitting Co. 
portage relay team includ-

ed, Bob Winkelman, Eliza 
Vistica, Jasper Johnston, 
Hannah Nixon,  Ben 
Johnson, Kristen Larsen, 
and Jason Zabokrtsky.

“We had a ton of fun,” 
Zabokrstky said. “The 
other runners, portag-
ers and event volunteers 
were really supportive 
and cheered us along. 
Our Ely Outfitting team is 
already looking to defend 
the ‘Golden Paddle’ title 
next year.” 

Ely’s Spirit of the 
Wilderness team won the 
half-marathon portage 
relay team race with a time 
of 02:38:38 over a team of 
women from Duluth who 
finished with a time of 
03:01:22.

The 1.2-mile kids 
marathon, coined the 
Dorothy Molter Root 
Beer Run, included kids 
who ran 25 miles prior 
to race day and finished 
out the last 1.2 miles of 
the marathon route at the 
official marathon finish 
line. Of the 77 participants 
and 64 finishers, Greyson 
Reichensperger, of Tower, 
finished in first place with 
a time of 08:25, followed 
by Brock Rohowetz, 
Oconomowoc,  Wis. , 
08:54; Avery Buschman, 
Babbitt, 09:08; Oliver 
Hansen, Duluth, 09:13; 
and Trevor Anderson, 
Duluth, 09:13.

“We are already 
making plans for the 2020 
Ely Marathon,” Lindsay 
said. “We have 27 runners 
already registered for next 
year.”

TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                September 27, 2019    11

JUSTICE SYSTEM
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Duluth • 218-722-5581
2032 W. Superior Street
M-F 9-6 PM, Sat 9-5 PM 

Sun 12-5

Virginia • 218-741-9356
214 2nd Ave., North

M-F 9-5 PM, Sat 9-4 PM 
Sun Closed

INTEREST FREE FINANCING AND LAYAWAY AVAILABLE
www.arrowheadsupplyinc.com

ANDERSON FURNITURE
Specializing in Fine Furniture,

       Creative Kitchen Cabinetry,
                 & Quality You Can Trust

Time for a new School Year, Time for a New Kitchen

Come meet our friendly staff who can help you get the
perfect design and provide a free consultation.

Ely Outfitting’s portage relay team, from left, Bob Winkelman, Eliza 
Vistica, Jasper Johnston, Hannah Nixon, Ben Johnson, Kristen Larsen 
and Jason Zabokrtsky, took home the Golden Paddle Award. 
photo by K. Vandervort

CLERK...Continued from page 1
Soudan a few years ago, 
but she has continued to 
work for the Mdewakanton 
since.  

Schultz, who now lives 
in Tower, has an associate 
arts degree from Mesabi 
Community College and 
a bachelor of arts degree 
in political science from 
University of St. John’s 

in Collegeville. He has 
worked mostly in the field 
of debt collections, first 
with Financial Recovery 
Services in Edina and 
most recently, since June 
2018, with the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue, 
working from the Ely 
collections office. He also 
worked four and a half 

years as a developmental 
training manager with 
National Recoveries, Inc., 
in Arden Hills.

Both Ranua and 
Schultz have confirmed 
their attendance at the Sept. 
30 special meeting.

V I R G I N I A — 
V i r g i n i a  a t t o r n e y 
Andrew Peterson will 
soon be known as “Judge 
Peterson.” 

Gov. Tim Walz made 
that announcement this 
past week, as he appointed 
Peterson to fill the vacancy 
left by the retirement of 
Judge Gary Pagliacetti, 
who served for years 

as a district court judge 
at the St. Louis County 
Courthouse in Virginia. 

“I am honored to 
appoint Andrew Peterson 
as a District Court Judge in 
the Sixth Judicial District,” 
said Governor Walz. “He 
demonstrates remarkable 
well-roundedness in both 
his legal career and com-
munity involvement that 
will serve the people of 
St. Louis County well.”  

Minnesota’s Sixth 

Judicial District consists 
of Carlton, Cook, Lake, 
and St. Louis Counties 
(Duluth, Hibbing, and 
Virginia).

Peterson is currently 
an attorney and sharehold-
er of Cope & Peterson 
Ltd. where he represents 
clients in all aspects of 
civil litigation, criminal 
law, real estate, business 
law, and municipal law. 
He has been city attor-
ney for a number of area 

communities, including 
the cities Tower and Orr, 
both of which will now 
be searching for new 
legal counsel. Peterson 
is expected to begin his 
duties on the bench as soon 
as November.

Peterson is certified 
by the Minnesota State 
Bar Association as a Civil 
Trial Specialist and a Real 
Property Specialist. His 
community involvement 
includes the Volunteer 

A t t o r n e y  P r o g r a m , 
Range Bar Association, 
Domestic Violence Court 
Exploratory Committee, 
Virginia Educational 
Fund ,  Quad  Ci t i es 
Rotary Club, Minnesota 
Association of Justice, 
and others.

 Mr. Peterson received 
his BA from Gustavus 
Adolphus College and his 
JD from William Mitchell 
College of Law. 

Attorney Andrew Peterson appointed to district judgeship 
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Andrew Peterson
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J&L Hardware Hank
Ben Franklin & Rent-All

Open 7 days a week 
128 E. Chapman, Ely, MN

218-365-6724

Get your licenses here!
Guns, Ammo, Hunting Supplies

JOE’S MARINE 
& REPAIR, INC.
25 W Chapman, Ely

365-6264
Good Luck
Hunters &

Fishermen!

328 West Conan, Ely
www.ebch.org

Ely Bloomenson 
Community Hospital

24 Hr. Physician
Staffed

Emergency Room
218-365-3271

Safe Hunting & Fishing to All!

24 South River St, Cook, MN 55723
218-666-5940

www.NorthStarCreditUnion.org

SAFE HUNTING &
FISHING TO ALL

24 Hour ATM

VERMILION
FUEL & FOOD

Licenses 
Sporting Goods

SOUDAN STORE

Take-Out Available
218-666-0500

Cook 

Conveniently located
in downtown Cook

Welcome Hunters!
Serving Dinner Thurs. & Fri!

316 Main St, Tower • 218-753-6097

Open: M-Sat 6 a.m.
Sun 8 a.m.

GOOD LUCK HUNTERS
& FISHERMEN!

1915 9th Ave N., Virginia 

741-7007
4031 Dillon Road, Hibbing 

262-6681

We Wish You A
Safe Hunting Season!

Located in
Cook and Orr

facebook.com/ambnk

12 Northeastern
Minnesota Locations

of COOK
FAMILY CHEVROLET

218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545
126 N. Hwy. 53, Cook, MN

HOURS:
 M-F 8 am-6 pm,  Sat. 8 am-4 pm

www.waschkecook.com

601 Hat Trick Ave.,
Eveleth, MN

744-5871

Merhar’s

Hardware
Hunting & Fishing Licenses

48 E Chapman St, Ely

218-365-3129

Cook, MN

Welcome Hunters & Anglers!

8327 Unity Dr, Virginia/Mt. Iron

741-8532
Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon

FOODS

Hwy. 53, Orr, MN
218.757.3900

Groceries, Fresh Meat
& Produce, Deli, Fuel

WELCOME  HUNTERS!

Good Luck Fishermen & 
Hunters! 

6143 Pike Bay Drive 
Lake Vermilion • 218-753-4190 
www.aronsonboatworks.com

1430 Bois Forte Rd
Tower, MN 55790

(800) 992-7529
fortunebay.com

45 E Chapman St, Ely
Hours:

M-Sat 8AM–5PM

218-365-3132
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RS

218-753-5832

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Hwy. 169 on the left as 
you enter Tower from the west.

 218-235-1051
www.marjo-motel.com

Tower, MN

23 E Vermilion Blvd, Cook, MN
218-666-2879

D’ERICK’S
TOWER LIQUORS
Wishing you a great 

hunting season!

Embarrass Vermillion Federal 
Credit Union

Offices in: 
Tower, Embarrass, Aurora

505 Main St., Tower
218-753-4311

HUNTING & FISHING FACTS

Safe Hunting & Fishing to All!

601 Main St., Tower
218-753-3422

artisan • vintage • antiques
collectibles

ubetchaauctions.com

218-753-4071
602 Main St., Tower

Cook Building Center
10 N. River Street • Cook, MN

218-666-5344

Good Luck
Hunters & 

Fishermen!

TIM JOHNSON
STATE FARM
218-666-5504Highway 169

Tower, MN
218-753-8985

219 S. River Street
218-666-5352

120 Hwy. 53, Cook, MN
218-666-5504

Agent: TIM JOHNSON

“ For all your 
insurance needs.” Good Luck Hunters &

Fishermen!

Stay with Us!
• Breakfast Included •

218-753-2333
30 Center St, Soudan

SPORTSMEN..
..Pack the Shack with

food favorites from Zups!
315 MAIN ST, TOWER

218-753-2725
Between Tower and Virginia
on Hwy.169 • 218-741-4275

HUGE Selection of new &
non-current sleds in stock!

HAROLD/S ARCTIC
SALES & SERVICE

Safe Hunting & Fishing to All!

3191 Old Hwy 77
Tower • 218-753-6277

Safe Hunting & Fishing to All!

Pizzas, Steak, Seafood,
Burgers, Salads

FULL BAR 
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11-MAN FOOTBALL

Wolves had led by 14 into the final minutes of play

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Ely falls to Cook County in overtime 

.

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

Sports 
week

SWIMMING

Tuesday, Oct. 1
Ely Invitational, 4 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY

Ely improves to 9-2 with the win, looks increasingly strong heading into second half of season

Friday, Sept. 27 
North Woods hosts 
Braham, 7 p.m. 
 
Ely hosts Silver Bay, 7 p.m. 

Northeast Range at Cherry, 
3:30 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 30 
North Woods at Cook 
County, 7 p.m. 
 
Ely at Northeast Range, 
7 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 1 
Ely hosts Lakeview 
Christian, 7 p.m. 
 
Northeast Range at 
Nash-Kee, 7 p.m. 
 
Thursday, Oct. 3 
Ely hosts Bigfork, 7 p.m. 
 
Northeast Range hosts 
Hill City, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 3 
Northeast Range vs multiple 
schools at Cloquet Middle 
School, 5 p.m. Girls Varsity 
Triangular

VOLLEYBALL

See VBALL...pg. 2B

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

North Woods downs Barnum for first win
Grizzlies gain 339 yards to improve to 1-3 in 11-man competition

Ely sweeps North Woods

NINEMAN FOOTBALL

Above:
The Grizzlies’ 
Coley Olson 
puts a block 
on a shot from 
Ely’s Brielle 
Kallberg.

Left:
Coley Olson 
goes up for a 
kill, while Ely’s 
Jenna Merhar 
and Winter 
Sainio jump 
in unison to 
block. 

photos by 
J. Greeney

See  ‘HAWKS...pg. 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BARNUM— The Grizzlies 
put their first “W” in the record 
books as an 11-man squad this 
past Friday, as they beat the 
Bombers here, 30-12. It was an 
all-hands-on-deck performance 
as five North Woods players 
had a hand in the Grizzlies’ four 
touchdowns.  Junior quarterback 
Zach Cheney connected with 
freshman Jared Chiabotti in the 
first quarter to put North Woods 

up 8-0. 
The Bombers answered with 

six points early in the second 
quarter, but a failed conversion 
left the Grizzlies clinging to a 
two-point margin. Sophomore 
T.J. Chiabotti, who rushed for 
127 yards on 17 carries on the 
night, put the Grizzlies up by 
eight minutes later as he scam-
pered 15 yards into the end zone 
to complete a North Woods 

scoring drive. 
On the Bombers’ next drive, 

senior Nathan Crain picked off 
Barnum quarterback Blaze Hurst 
and ran 49 yards to put North 
Woods up by 14, and the conver-
sion left the Grizzlies up 22-6.  
“Nathan’s interception gave us 
a big spark before halftime and 
we were never in any danger 
of losing the game after the big 
play,” said Grizzlies Head Coach 

John Jirik.
Senior Clay Janssen added 

six more for the Grizzlies on a 
five-yard run in the third quarter. 
The conversion left North Woods 
up 30-6. 

The Bombers went on to 
add six more in the game’s final 
stanza, but by then it was too late 
to matter. 

North Woods showed real 
offensive spark, as they racked 

up 339 yards, including 281 
rushing yards. While Chiabotti 
led the way in rushing with his 
127 yards, Janssen had a good 
night as well, racking up 83 
yards on 11 carries. Sophomore 
Ty Fabish rushed for 32 on three 
carries, while junior Austin 
Sokoloski added 28 yards on 
three carries. 

ELY— North Woods 
found a tough go here last 
Thursday as they fell to the 
Timberwolves in straight 
sets, 25-13, 25-16, and 
25-21. It was the Wolves’ 
fifth-straight sweep and it 
improved their season record 
to 9-2. Consistency has been 
a strong suit for Ely as the 
season has moved into the 
second half and they reaped 
its benefits against a North 
Woods team that has shown 
promise at times this season.

“Ely was a tough team 
with a strong attack,” said 
North Woods Head Coach 
Kandi Olson. “We worked 
hard on our blocking and 
digging all night and tried to 
answer their offense with an 
attack of our own.”

The Wolves showed 
plenty of balance, with four 
players posting double digit 
stats. Senior Brielle Kallberg 
had a big night, posting 13 
kills, nine digs and seven 
blocks, while fellow senior 
Erika Mattson tallied 14 
kills and two blocks. Junior 
McKenna Coughlin added 
nine kills and 21 digs, while 
senior setter McCartney 
Kaercher added 35 assists 
and seven digs. 

“We played really well 
the first two sets,” said 
Ely Head Coach Andrea 
Thomas. “We were aggres-
sive offensively and spread 
out a number of kills between 
players.  Winter Saino did a 
great job serving for us in 
set one.  She had a string of 
six serves the first time she 
served and four the next. In 
set three we struggled to get 
anything going early on.  We 

GRAND MARAIS – This 
one hurt. 

That’s the only way to 
describe what had appeared to 
be the first good news of the 
season for Ely as they faced Cook 
County here last Friday. The 
Timberwolves’ offense, which 
had yet to score this season, put 
two touchdowns on the board 
against the Vikings. Ely’s solid 
defensive play had left Cook 
County scoreless up to the final 
minutes of the game. Then, with 
less than four minutes remaining, 
it all fell apart. Cook County 

scored back-to-back touchdowns 
to tie the score at 14 as regulation 
time expired. They would add 
one more in the overtime period 
to emerge with the win, leaving 

the Timberwolves shellshocked.
 “This loss hurts a lot more,” 

said Ely Head Coach Cory Lassi. 
“The guys felt like they should 
have won this one. Just a couple 
of plays made all the difference. 
I’m proud of the way they played. 
They didn’t give up.”

Senior halfback Dalton 
Schreffler took control of an 
improving offense, rushing for 
169 yards on 27 carries, including 
a 57-yard scorcher in the second 
quarter that put six on the board. 
“Dalton scored on a broken 
play,” Lassi said. “We were in a 

wildcat formation where he took 
the direct snap from center. It 
was low and he bobbled it, cut 
right, then cut back left and ran 
it all the way in.” The two-point 
conversion failed.

Later in the quarter, Ely 
capitalized on its sudden momen-
tum, recovering from a holding 
penalty with first-and-goal at the 
two yard-line. After a couple runs 
showed little progress, senior 
quarterback Bryce Longwell 
went to the air on fourth and 

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

“     The guys felt 
like we should 

have won 
this one.

Head Coach Cory Lassi 

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

Nighthawks  
struggling at 
mid-season 

CHISHOLM— The 
Nighthawks had a tough 
week, falling here to the 
Bluestreaks on Monday 
after finishing in 11th place 
at the Virginia Tournament 
this past Saturday.

The team lost in five 
games to the Bluestreaks, 
26-24, 25-18, 19-25, 21-25, 
12-15.

“ We  c a m e  o u t 
strong in the first two 
sets,” said Nighthawks 
Head Coach Jodi Rogers-
Reichensperger, “but then 
we hit a third-set lull which 
we could not pull ourselves 
out of.”

R o g e r s - R e i c h e n -
sperger said the match was 
a “battle of the middles” 
with sophomore Hannah 

VOLLEYBALL

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor



T W O  H A R B O R S — 
Northeast Range and Ely varsity 
swimmers couldn’t get past a 
Two Harbors team that dominat-
ed the top positions during their 
meet on Tuesday. Two Harbors 
won, with 98 points to 65 for the 
Nighthawks. 

Freshman Lily Tedrick 
was the only exception, as she 
finished in first place in the 200-
yard individual medley with a 
time of 2:40.05. Senior Brooke 
Pasmick finished second in the 

50-yard freestyle with a time of 
27.47, and eighth-grader Abby 
Koivisto took second in the 
100-yard freestyle. Freshman 
Morgan McClelland also took 
second in the 500-yard freestyle 
with a time of 6:58.59, while 
Aili Bee took second in the 100-
yard breaststroke with a time 
of 1:30.92. The Nighthawks’ 
200-yard freestyle relay team of 
Tedrick, Koivisto, McClelland, 
and freshman Cedar Ohlhauser 
also claimed a second-place 
finish with a time of 1:58.42, 
while the same team, with Bee 
substituting for Koivisto, took 

second in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay with a time of 4:32.78.

During the Soderlind 
Invitational in Duluth last 
week, the Nighthawks had a 
few bright spots in competition 
against a large field. Senior 
Brooke Pasmick posted the best 
performances of the day for the 
Nighthawks, placing fifth in 
the 100-yard backstroke, with 
a time of 1:10.16, and eighth 
in the 50-yard freestyle, with a 
time of 26.84. 

The Nighthawks’ 400-
yard freestyle relay team, 
including Pasmick, freshmen 

Kelly Thompson and Morgan 
McClelland, and eighth-grader 
Abby Koivisto, took ninth in the 
400-yard freestyle relay with a 
time of 4:20.72. 

Thompson anchored the 
200-yard freestyle relay, along 
with Koivisto, and freshmen 
Cedar Ohlhauser and Lily 
Tedrick, to take tenth in that 
competition, at a time of 1:57.00. 
Pasmick, Tedrick, Koivisto, and 
sophomore Aili Bee combined 
to place 11th in the 200-yard 
medley relay (2:13.86). 

Tedrick also notched 12th 
in the 200-yard individual 

medley, with a time of 2:43.53, 
and took 15th in the 100-yard 
butterfly with a time of 1:16.26. 
McClelland was the only other 
Nighthawk with a top-20 finish, 
placing 18th in the 200-yard 
freestyle with a time of 2:26.88.

The Nighthawks were set 
to host Eveleth-Gilbert on 
Thursday, Sept. 26, at 5 p.m., 
in Babbitt. They be in Cloquet 
next Thursday to take part in a 
varsity triangular meet. 
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

NER/Ely falls short against Two Harbors

VBALL...Continued from page 1B

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

ELY—The wins keep coming 
for the Timberwolves’ volleyball 
squad, as they easily downed Duluth 
Marshall here on Tuesday night to 
improve their season record to 13-3. 
The Wolves took it in three sets, 
25-8, 25-13, and 25-20.

“McKenna Coughlin served ten 
consecutive points in set one,” said 
Ely Head Coach Andrea Thomas. 
“We lacked a little energy in set 
three and got burned by some tips 
but recovered to finish in three sets.”

The Wolves were playing 
without senior standout Brielle 
Kallberg, who sprained her ankle 
in set two against Cromwell-
Wright during tournament action 
on Saturday. Thomas said she hopes 
to have Kallberg back in the lineup 
by the end of next week. 

The Wolves had plenty of 
back-up for Kallberg. Coughlin, 
a junior, had a big night, posting 
nine kills, 11 digs, and three blocks 
in addition to her serving streak. 
Senior Erika Mattson worked the 

net, posting 11 kills as well as eight 
digs. Senior Jenna Merhar added 
six kills, three blocks, and two ace 
serves. Senior setter McCartney 
Kaercher added 25 assists and two 
kills.
Virginia tournament

Ely took three of four matches 
at the Virginia tournament last 
Saturday as they showed again 
that they’ve become a formidable 
volleyball squad as the season heads 
towards the section playoffs in just 
over three weeks. “We played well 
all day considering the conditions,” 
said Coach Thomas. “It felt like 
we were playing in a sauna with a 
slippery floor most of the day.” Ely 
took third place for its performance.

The Wolves led off tournament 
play with a win over Cloquet in 
straight sets, 25-17 and 25-19. 
Kallberg, before her injury, led the 
way with six kills, seven digs and 
four blocks, while Coughlin added 
seven kills and two ace serves. 
Mattson posted four kills, six digs 
and two ace serves, while Kaercher 
added 17 set assists and eight digs. 

Ely narrowly edged South 
Ridge in the second match of the 
tournament, taking both sets 25-23. 
Coughlin had a strong match, 
posting eight kills, nine digs, and 
two ace serves, while Kallberg 
posted five kills, nine digs, and four 
blocks. Mattson tallied six kills and 
as many digs, while Kaercher added 
23 set assists and eight digs.

The Wolves’ only loss of the 
tournament came against Blaine, 
which beat Ely in three sets, 19-25, 
26-24, and 8-15. “Blaine had terrif-
ic net play and took advantage of 
our poor passing in set one,” said 
Thomas. “Set two we stepped up 
our defense and played aggressive-
ly and pulled out the win.  Set three 
our serve-receive gave us problems 
and we had trouble running our 
offense in system.”

Ely recovered in time to beat 
Cromwell-Wright in three sets, 
25-19, 25-18, and 16-14. Coughlin 
led with nine kills, ten digs and two 
ace serves, while Mattson posted 
seven kills and six digs. Kaercher 
added 20 assists and ten digs.

VOLLEYBALL

Wolves continue to dominate
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

seven. “We ran what we 
call a swinging gate and 
Longwell threw a nice 
pass to sophomore half-
back Mason Davis for the 
score,” said Lassi. Davis 
also converted on the two-
point conversion to give the 
Timberwolves a 14-0 lead 
at the half.

“We played really 
well defensively almost 
all night long,” Lassi said. 
“Again, we bent some but 
didn’t break until late in 
the game.”

Late in the fourth 
quarter, an injury to a 
Viking player delayed play 
for about 30 minutes. “We 
had a couple of huge pen-
alties on us after that delay, 
and they drove down and 
scored,” Lassi said. Cook 
County recovered their 
onside kick and another 
quick Vikings’ score tied 

the game.
In over t ime,  the 

Timberwolves failed to 
score on their possession 
from the 10-yard line. The 
Vikings found the end zone 
to end the game.

On defense, Schreffler 
led the team in tackles with 
11. Longwell had an inter-
ception and junior defen-
sive tackle Lane Anderson 
had a fumble recovery.

“After this effort, we 
are looking to be in every 
game,” Lassi said. We 
know we are able to play. 
We have to find a way to 
finish it.”

Ely hosts Silver Bay 
(3-1) Friday night for 
homecoming at 7 p.m. The 
Wolves travel to Northeast 
Range on Friday, Oct. 4. 
That game will begin at 
4 p.m.

Reichensperger going up 
against Abby Thompson 
of Chisholm. The two 
standouts played together 
on the Minnesota North 
Club Team out of Duluth 
in the off-season.

“They almost went 
hit for hit throughout the 
match,” said Rogers-
Reichensperger, “with 
Hannah totaling 27 kills 
and Abby tallying 21.” 

Despite the loss, 
Rogers-Reichensperger 
said she saw plenty of good 
things from her team. “This 
was the best defensive 
match we have played so 
far this season,” she said. 
“If we can just maintain our 
level of play throughout, 
we will be able to get some 
wins.”

The team is now 5-9 
on the season.

Reichensperger led 
the Nighthawks against the 
‘Streaks, adding 23 digs, 
and eight blocks to her 27 
kills. Senior setter Lara 
Poderzay had 33 assists, 
while sophomore Jenna 
Smith tallied 18 digs and 
classmate Natalie Nelmark 
posted six kills.

The team also played 
at the Virginia Tournament 
this past Saturday, where 
the ‘Hawks lost their first 
two matches, 2-0, to Mt. 
Iron-Buhl, and then to 
Virginia.

“Although the scores 
were close in the MIB 
match, 23-25 and 20-25, we 
struggled to finish strong,” 
said Reichensperger.

The  Nigh thawks 
looked better in afternoon 
action, but still ended 
up losing to Nashwauk 
(22-25, 25-14, and 10-15).

“We waited until 
our final match to pull 
everything together to 
defeat  North Woods 
27-17 and 25-19,” said 
Reichensperger.

Team stats for the 
day were respectable, 
said Reichensperger, with 
Poderzay tallying 49 assists, 
while Reichensperger 
tallied 51 kills, six blocks, 
and 25 digs. Nelmark 
posted 10 kills, while 
senior Maude Lenz added 
41 digs. Jenna Smith tallied 
31 digs, and senior Makaya 
Bodas posted 21.

“The stats are telling 
me that the team needs to 
get better at putting the ball 
away, so we don’t have to be 
on the defensive so much,” 
said Reichensperger.

The team was set to 
meet North Woods on 
Sept. 26. They’ll host Ely 
on Sept. 30, before trav-
eling to Nashwauk next 
Tuesday. They’ll be back 
home Thursday, Oct. 3, to 
host Hill City.

Crain led on defense, with six 
tackles and nine assists, while senior 
Levi Byram tallied five tackles and 
four assists.

“It was nice to win our first 
game,” said Jirik. “Our team 

needed to realize that we can have 
success in 11-man. Although we still 
showed our inexperience at times, 
we were able to overcome mistakes 
by playing solid defense and estab-
lishing a dominant running game.”

Jirik said his team will need to 
play error-free football this Friday 
when they host Braham. Kickoff 
is at 7 p.m.

were down 9-16 before we turned 
things around and fought back for 
the win.”

Senior Coley Olson proved 

the workhorse for the Grizzlies, 
posting 14 kills and 11 digs, along 
with seven set assists. Senior 
Kayla Tschida added six kills and 

as many digs, while sophomore 
Olivia Udovich added ten digs and 
13 assists. 

‘HAWKS...Continued from page 1B
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Roger D. Berglund, 
M.D.

Roger Dale Berglund, 
M.D. ,  77 ,  of  Lake 
Vermilion-Soudan and 
Mt. Iron, died on Monday, 
Sept. 23, 2019, in his Mt. 
Iron home. A Memorial 
Service will be held at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 29 
in Bauman’s Vermilion 
Funeral Home in Tower. A 
gathering time for family 
and friends will begin one 
hour prior to the service. 
Inurnment will take place 
in the Minnesota State 
Veterans Cemetery in 
Duluth. Family services 
are provided by Bauman-
Vermilion, a Bauman 
Family Funeral Home in 
Tower.

Roger was born on 
Aug. 17, 1942, in St. 
Paul, the son of Dale E. 
and Edythe (Newman) 
Berglund. Roger graduat-
ed from Washburn High 
School in Minneapolis in 
June 1960 and enrolled in 
the Institute of Technology 
at the University of 
Minnesota, majoring in 
Chemical Engineering. In 
1964 he changed his field 
of study to Zoology and 
graduated in March 1965 
with a degree in Zoology. 
In September 1965, Roger 
enrolled in the Medical 
School at the University of 
Minnesota and graduated 
with a Medical Degree 
in 1969. In his second 
year of medical school he 
was selected a member 
of the National Honorary 
Medical Fraternity, Alpha 
Omega Alpha. Admittance 
to this fraternity was given 
to students in medical 
school having an out-
standing scholastic and 
academic record. Upon 
graduation, he received 
the Borden Foundation, 
Inc. Award which is the 
undergraduate research 
award in medicine at the 
University of Minnesota 
School of Medicine. Up 
to that time, only 23 other 
students had received this 
award for proficiency in 
research.

His internship was 
at San Francisco General 
Hospital. During the 
Vietnam War, Roger 
enlisted in the Public 
Health Service as a mili-
tary surgeon. From 1970 
to 1972, he worked at the 
Public Health Hospital 
in Anchorage. Roger 
enrolled at the University 
of Minnesota in 1972 
for his residency in 
Ophthalmology, gradu-
ating in 1975. In August 
1975, he became employed 
by East Range Clinics, Ltd. 
in Virginia as one of the 
ophthalmologists.

In February 1991, 
Roger  was awarded 
Board Certification in the 
sub-specialty field of cat-
aract/implant surgery from 
the American Board of Eye 
Surgery. This certification 
ensures the ophthalmolo-

gist maintains a high level 
of surgical excellence as 
measured by his peers.

In July 1993, Roger 
terminated his employ-
ment with the East Range 
Clinic. In February 1994, 
he entered into his own 
practice headquartered 
in Virginia. He also 
maintained offices in 
International Falls, Ely 
and Duluth. He established 
the Northern Refractory 
Surgery Center and went 
on to hire partners Dr. 
Jeff Weis and Dr. Bridget 
Sundell. At age 77, Roger 
was still practicing medi-
cine at the Essentia Clinic 
in Virginia and with Dr. 
Weis in Hermantown.

Roger was very hard-
working and honest. His 
ethics and talents as a 
surgeon were beyond 
compare. He was an inno-
vative surgeon and had 
performed surgery on 
thousands of patients, 
yet he remained humble. 
He was a carpenter, a 
landscape designer, and 
an electrician. He built 
many projects, did finish-
ing work on his homes, 
and designed and built 
two ponds with waterfalls 
and koi fish at his lake 
home. He liked to garden, 
do woodworking, and 
liked to be intellectually 
challenged. He was a 
devoted husband, father, 
and grandfather.

Roger is survived by 
his wife, Amy Berglund; 
children, David (Jami) 
Berglund of Big Lake 
and Christina “Nina” 
(Gus Chung) Berglund 
of Sacramento, Calif.; 
stepson, Charles Crayne 
of Soudan; siblings, 
Richard (Pat) Berglund of 
Wyoming, Minn., and Judy 
Listberger of Minneapolis; 
grandchildren, Avi, Lily, 
Juliet and Jonah; nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

Earl Ahlstrand
Earl Ahlstrand, of Ely, 

passed away at his home 
on Friday, Sept. 20, 2019, 
surrounded by family. 
Services will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28 
at Kerntz Funeral Home 
in Ely.

He is survived by his 
wife, Georgann Sterner 
Ahlstrand; five daughters, 
Roxanne (Ron) Perttula, 
Brenda (Gary) Pieper of 
Pinopolis, S.C., Shelly 
Bach, La-Rae Olson and 
Lisa (Barry) Burton of 
Hibbing; sisters, Dorthy 
(Eugene) Maki and Betty 
Mather (Tony) Erner; 
brother, Bill (Lillian) 
Ahlstrand; nine grand-
children;  and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Stanley E. 
Stenbeck

S t a n l e y  E r w i n 
Stenbeck, 89, of Cook, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, 2019, at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Duluth. There 
will be a private family 
committal at a later time. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Stanley was born to 
Wayne and Hilda (Makela) 
Stenbeck on May 30, 1930. 
He grew up and attended 
school in Cook, graduating 
from Cook High School 
in 1948. Stanley became 
a mechanic right out of 
high school, working 
until he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 1952. 
He remained stateside, 
serving in the Motor Pool 
division until he was hon-
orably discharged in 1954. 
Soon after, he was united 
in marriage to Mary Leah 
Larson in October 1954 in 
Trinity Church in Cook. 
They were married just 
one month shy of 65 years 
at the time of his passing. 
During this time, Stanley 
continued his mechanical 
career, working at Maki 
Motors, Gentilini Motors 
and Waschke Auto Plaza 
in the Virginia-Eveleth 
area, until his retirement 
in 1992.

Stanley and Mary 
Leah both loved the water, 
so they followed their 
dream and moved to a 
home on Lake Vermilion, 
where they lived for 47 
years. Stanley loved 
spending time with his 
wife, especially when 
they were fishing, hunting, 
and snowmobiling togeth-
er. His wife and family 
remember Stanley as a 
soft-hearted, kind and 
gentle man. He will be 
dearly missed.

Stanley is survived 
by his loving wife, Mary 
Leah; sister, Shirley 
Reichel; brother-in-law, 
Edward Larson Sr.; 10 
nieces and nephews; and 
numerous great-nieces and 
great-nephews.  

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Wayne and Hilda; sister, 
Dorothy Whiteside; broth-
ers-in-law, Jack Whiteside 
and Dick Reichel; nephew, 
Marty Reichel; great-neph-
ew, Trevor Reichel; niece, 
Ann Katzenberger; and 

great-great-niece, Peytynn 
Russell.

David M. Glowaski
D a v i d  M a r s h a l l 

Glowaski, 73, of Orr, passed 
away on Wednesday, 
Sept.18, 2019, at his home 
surrounded by loved ones. 
A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Monday, 
Sept. 23 at Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Orr. 
Arrangements were with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

David was born to 
Joe and Helen (Lehtonen/
Wardas) Glowaski on July 
8, 1946. David lived most 
of his life in Orr. He attend-
ed and graduated from Orr 
High School, where he 
was an avid sportsman, 
participating in football, 
basketball, baseball, track 
and cross country. After 
high school, David went 
to Virginia Junior College 
where he continued his 
love of playing sports. He 
played college football, 
basketball and track. He 
then enrolled in St. Cloud 
State University, earning 
a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Education.

After teaching jobs 
dried up, David moved 
back to Orr and began 
working for Abramson 
Construction, where he 
remained for years. He 
then worked for Ulland 
Brothers. Dave logged 
in the winter and the 
allure of the woods com-
pelled him to work in 
logging “year-round”. He 
became an independent 
logger and formed his 
own logging business, 
Glowaski Logging. David 
saw a lot of problems 
that affected his industry, 
therefore, he got involved 
at the local and national 
level and during this time 
he became the co-founder 
of the Associated Contract 
Loggers. Dave was also a 
pilot and he co-founded 
the Pelican Flyers Flying 
Club. He also served 
as the Mayor of Orr for 
several years after the 1994 
fire. Dave was a member 
of Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Orr.

David is survived 
b y  h i s  d a u g h t e r s , 
Kirbie Glowaski of Orr 

and Jeaniel Glowaski 
of Virginia; grandchil-
dren, Niamoni Kingbird, 
N a h v a y a  K i n g b i r d , 
Marriah Kingbird, Celice 
King, Bonzelle Walker and 
Michael David Griffith; 
brothers, Harvey (Merrie) 
Glowaski of Wyoming, 
Minn.; and Peter (Nancy) 
Glowaski of Orr; sister, 
Karen Prew of Rosemont; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Joe 
and Helen; and sister, 
Joanne Johnson.

Aaron J. Lokken 
Aaron James Lokken, 

36, of Cook, passed away 
unexpectedly on Sunday, 
Sept. 15, 2019. A memori-
al service will be held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28. 
Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the service. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Aaron was born to 
James and Linda (Neimi) 
Lokken on Dec. 26, 1982, 
in Chisholm. He attended 
school in Cook, graduating 
from Cook High School. 
He furthered his education 
by attending three years of 
Votech School in Eveleth, 
becoming an auto body 
repair and mechanical spe-
cialist. He was employed 
at Arrowhead Paint and 
Repair in Gheen.

His love for all things 
mechanical was ingrained 
in him. As a child he loved 
remote control (RC) race 
cars, planes and helicop-
ters. When Aaron was a 
teenager, he competed 
in the RC car races in 
Chisholm.

Aaron also had a 
quiet side. He enjoyed 
the peacefulness of the 
outdoors. He spent his 
spare time fishing, hunting 
and four-wheeling. When 
he wasn’t outside, he could 
be found working on cars 
and trucks.

Aaron was a quiet and 
thoughtful person, who 
in recent years moved in 
with his father so that he 
could help care for him. 
His family remembers him 
as a happy and easy-going 
free spirit, with a little bit 
of stubbornness mixed in. 

He liked to do things his 
own way. Aaron will be 
dearly missed.

Aaron is survived by 
his father, James “Jim” 
Lokken; brothers, Jack and 
Dale; and sisters, Tina and 
Eileen.

Aaron was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Gilbert and Alice Lokken; 
and mother, Linda.

Walter A. Fendt 
Walter A. Fendt, 87, 

of Ely, passed away on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, 2019, 
at the Boundary Waters 
Care Center in Ely. Funeral 
services will be held at 2:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28 
at Ely United Methodist 
Church. A gathering of 
family and friends will 
be held one hour prior to 
the service at the church. 
Family arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

Leo G. Pullar
Leo George Pullar, 89, 

of Hoyt Lakes, formerly 
of Embarrass, died on 
Friday, Sept. 13, 2019, 
at the Essentia Health-
Northern Pines Nursing 
Home in Aurora, surround-
ed by loving family. A 
memorial service was held 
on Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Hoyt Lakes with 
Pastor Barbara Hegfors 
officiating. A Masonic 
Service was also held on 
Sept. 24. Military honors 
were accorded by the 
Aurora-Hoyt Lakes Color 
Guard. Arrangements were 
by Ziemer-Moeglein-
Shatava Funeral Home 
in Aurora. Memorials 
are preferred for Trinity 
United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his 
wife, Merna; sons, Chris 
(Tammy) of Hoyt Lakes and 
Steven (Karin) of Shafer; 
daughters, Julie (Stephen 
Vanderburg) Johnson of 
Barnes, Wis., and Patricia 
(Richard) VonderHaar 
of Sauk Rapids;  grand-
children, Angela, April, 
Richard, Jennifer, Theresa, 
Matthew and Amy Jo; 11 
great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-granddaugh-
ter; sisters, Jacquelyn 
(Floyd) Christianson, 
D o r e e n  ( G o r d o n ) 
MacMurray, Judith (Herb) 
Fuller and Cathie Eldridge, 
all of International Falls, 
and Karen Tupper of Fort 
Frances, Ontario, Canada; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

  TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                           September 27, 2019   3B

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.
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This week’s feature
LOBSTER MUSHROOM

Ely area 

With all the recent rain and 
humidity, the woods are full 
of  mushrooms and other fungi. 
Among the more unusual is the 
Lobster Mushroom, Hypomyces 
lactifluorium, which is one of the 
better edible fungi in our area 
woods. It’s called the lobster 
mushroom because of its bright 
orange color (like a cooked 
lobster) which remains even after 
cooking. 

Despite its name, it’s not 
a mushroom. Instead, its a 
parasitic fungus that grows on 
certain species of mushrooms, 
transforming them into these 
mushroom-like shapes. I find 
them most frequently in conifer 
stands, particularly with sandy or 
gravelly soil. Clean them up a little 
bit and prepare them in butter, add 
them to stew or soup, or put them 
on your pizza. The meat remains 
quite firm even after cooking.

HUNTING

PREDATORS

With migration well underway, sharp-shinned hawks are looking for a meal

Top and above 
right: An immature 
sharp-shinned hawk 
recently kept an eye 
out near our bird 
feeder. Most hawks 
are now following 
the ongoing bird 
migration, feeding 
on songbirds along 
the way. 

Above left: An adult 
sharpie with its 
red eye and rusty 
breast.

MEA weekend youth deer hunt new this year
Young people can get a jump on the firearms deer season with special four-day hunt

Hawks on the move

REGIONAL— The tra-
ditional mid-October break 
from school, known as MEA 
weekend, has long been a great 
time for young people in the 
North Country to spend time 
in the outdoors. Starting this 
year, however, they’ll have 
a new reason to head to the 
woods from Oct. 17- Oct. 20. 

The first annual youth deer 
season, recently approved by 
the Minnesota Legislature, is a 

four-day special firearms deer 
season designed specifically to 
allow young people to learn the 
ropes of deer hunting during a 
great time of year.

Youth ages 10-17 qualify 
to take part in the hunt, 
although there are a number of 
rules that apply. Young hunters 
ages 10-13 must be accompa-
nied by an adult mentor at all 
times during their hunt. The 
adult need not be licensed. 
Older kids can hunt on their 
own, but they must have a 
firearms safety certificate or 

apprentice hunter validation 
to do so. They must also have 
a valid deer permit. For young 
people between the ages of 
10-12, the license is free.

The usual requirements 
for wearing blaze colors apply 
to youth hunters, as is the case 
with all deer hunters. Party 
hunting is not allowed during 
the youth hunt and young 
people must tag their own deer. 
The bag limit is one. 

“This is a neat opportu-
nity,” said Tower Area DNR 
wildlife manager Tom Rusch. 

“At that time of year, the 
deer are undisturbed and you 
can’t beat the potential for 
great weather. The leaves are 
generally down and the hunt 
can really focus on the kids, 
rather than the usual deer camp 
experience.”

The youth hunting season 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Right: Introducing young 
people to deer hunting is 
the primary purpose of 
the MEA weekend hunt.

See HUNT...pg. 5B

It’s been busy at our bird 
feeders in recent days. The 
blue jays are scarfing down 

the sunflower seeds and cracked 
corn to fill their various caches 
ahead of the coming winter. The 
white-throated sparrows are fat-
tening up for the migration ahead. 
And the chickadees are adjusting 
to the longer nights and cooler 
temperatures, which prompts 
them to feed more just to maintain 
their body 
temperature.

S o , 
when  the 
b i r d s  a l l 
s u d d e n l y 
v a n i s h e d 
in a rush 
the  o ther 
m o r n i n g , 
I  k n e w 
something 
was up. It’s 
m ig ra t i on 
season for 
most birds, 
and that includes the birds of 
prey. In this case, it was an imma-
ture sharp-shinned hawk, who 
swooped down just over the tops 
of the feeders, that sent the other 
birds scattering. Sharp-shinned 
hawks feed predominantly on 
other birds. In fact, songbirds 
make up about 90 percent of their 
diet and it has to be a challenging 
way to make a living, especially 
as bird populations have declined 
across North America. The 

immature hawks are just barely 
getting the hang of it, and this one 
appeared to come up empty-hand-
ed. While wild birds can become 
used to our activity when they’re 
around the feeders, they are end-
lessly alert to predators, especially 
those that come from above. It’s 
always amazing to watch a feeder 
full of noisy birds instantly vanish 
into the brush whenever a hawk 
drops out of the sky. While you 
might expect that most birds will 
attempt to fly away, in fact, many 
of them prefer to hide, often under 
logs or rocks. Hawks are far more 
powerful flyers than chickadees 
or sparrows, so for these small 
birds, hunkering down is usually 
the best defense. 

Hawks know this and will 
sometimes hunt on the ground 
after the birds have scattered, 
slowly working across the forest 
floor, like a deadly version of hide 
and seek. I’ve watched them do 
this before and when you watch 
them it’s easy to recognize the 
velociraptor, among the deadliest 

of dinosaurs, that still exists deep 
in their DNA. 

The immature sharp-shinned 
is easy to distinguish from adults 
because of the brown back, 
brown-streaked head, chest, and 
belly, as well as its yellowish eyes. 
The adult of the species sports a 
blue-gray cap and back, very fine 
rusty streaking on the front neck 
and chest, and red eyes. 

Sharpies are small, long-

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

See HAWKS...pg. 5B

Fall has arrived, and has 
brought with it some cooler 
temperatures, which can be great 
news for anglers wishing to get in 
on the late season bite. Walleyes 
are beginning to migrate towards 
deeper waters as opposed to the 
shallows where they have been 
prowling for the past couple of 
months. This is prime time to 
break out those deep running 
crank baits to take advantage of 
fish that are beginning to put on 
the feed bag in earnest, before 
the big chill of winter arrives. 
Some anglers are beginning to 
see the uptick in catch rates as 
they probe the depths for many 
species to include northern pike, 
smallmouth bass, crappies and, 
of course, the much sought after 
walleyes. Crawler harnesses are 
still a good option as you are 
able to present these offerings at 
any depth. The fish will still be 
actively seeking a meal in shal-
lower areas as the heat of the day 
warms things up.

Pike are still hitting spinner 
baits and spoons, but this is also 
a great time of year to land some 
monster size fish on crank baits. 

Courtesy of Babe’s Bait at 
Ely’s west entrance.



  TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                           September 27, 2019    5B

From maroon to gold and every shade in between. 
A great fall color season remains underway, with 
the maples at or slightly past peak, while the 
aspen and birch are just coming into color headed 
toward what is typically an early-October peak. 

 Fishing reports

HUNT...Continued from page 4B

 Outdoors briefly

A new bridge at the Darwin Myers 
Wildlife Management Area in Embarrass 
is now completed.

photo by M. Helmberger

CHANGING SEASONS 

Darwin Myers WMA remains open for hunting despite construction

has been available in some parts of 
Minnesota in recent years, but this is 
the first time the hunt will be offered 
throughout the state. It comes at a 
time when DNR officials and many 
hunters’ organizations are working 
to encourage young people to take 
part in traditional outdoor pursuits, 

like hunting and fishing.
“The hunter recruitment part 

of this is huge,” said Rusch. “It’s 
about getting them involved in deer 
hunting at an early age. And it’s nice 
to give them the experience when 
the weather is likely to be warmer.”

Youth hunters who are unsuc-

cessful during the youth hunt will 
still have the opportunity to fill 
their tag during the regular firearms 
season, which kicks off Nov. 9 in 
northeastern Minnesota and runs 
through Nov. 24. 

tailed hawks, the smallest of the 
genus Accipiter, which is char-
acterized by fast and agile hawks 
found mostly in forests. Here in 
the North Country, the accipiters 
include the sharp-shinned, which is 
the smallest of the group, followed 
by the somewhat larger Cooper’s 
hawk, and finally by the much 

larger and more powerful goshawk. 
Most of our other common hawks, 
like broad-winged and red-tailed 
hawks, are members of the genus 
Buteo, which typically have broader 
bodies and wings, and shorter tails.

Sharp-shinned hawks breed in 
northeastern Minnesota and points 
north, nearly to Hudson Bay. They 

winter as far north as southern 
Minnesota, although the sharpies 
moving through our area right now 
are probably headed further south 
than that. They’ll be following the 
waves of migrating snowbirds as 
they go, picking off the occasional 
meal along the way. 

HAWKS...Continued from page 4B

EMBARRASS— The 
Darwin Myers Wildlife 
Management Area remains 
open for hunting despite 
ongoing work by a contractor 
for the Mesabi Trail. The DNR 
has limited work within the 
WMA to Monday-Thursday in 
order to minimize any conflicts 
between hunters and workers 
building the latest addition to 
the Mesabi Trail, which passes 
through the area. 

A gate providing access 

for the contractor is being 
closed beginning Thursday 
evenings. Despite the road 
closure, the WMA remains 
open for hunting and other rec-
reational activity throughout 
the week, according to DNR 
Tower Area wildlife manager 
Tom Rusch. No motorized 
access is permitted, however, 
beyond the gate. 

For more information, 
contact Tom Rusch at 218-
300-7861.

Some nice Lake Kabetogama slabs. Fall crappie 
fishing has been hot on Kab in recent days. With 
the fall pattern continuing, anglers will want to 
check out their favorite crappie holes. 
Courtesy Cooper’s Gateway Store, Lake Kabetogama

   
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

55  36 52  38 52  46
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

09/16     75     53     0.01    
09/17     82     53     0.00     
09/18     70     62     0.95     
09/19     78     53     0.08     
09/20     73     46     0.00     
09/21     77     48     0.00    
09/22     78     53     0.14        
YTD Total       21.88  

09/16     84     59     0.00    
09/17     70     64     0.00     
09/18     75     63     0.52     
09/19     70     57     0.00     
09/20     79     46     0.00     
09/21     75     63     0.00    
09/22     61     54     0.09                                                            
YTD Total       17.76        

09/16     73     53     0.00    
09/17     81     56     0.00     
09/18     71     62     0.34     
09/19     73     58     0.24     
09/20     69     53     0.00     
09/21     77     53     0.00    
09/22     75     56     0.03 
YTD Total       19.79            

09/09     59     41     0.00    
09/10     62     47     0.53     
09/11     65     52     0.05     
09/12     55     48     0.00     
09/13     54     48     0.66     
09/14     56     37     0.22    
09/15     66     36     0.01     
YTD Total       15.33    

09/16     73     53     0.00    
09/17     82     56     0.00     
09/18     71     64     1.47     
09/19     77     53     0.05     
09/20     71     46     0.00     
09/21     78     47     0.00    
09/22     76     55     0.08
YTD Total       22.10    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

52  4262  44

   No readings 
  at presstime

Courtesy MNDNR
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Hospital
Part Time Unit Clerk (HUC) (Wage starting at 
$15.42/hr.- NA registry and/or EMT certification)
Dietary
Full and Part-Time Dietary Aide/Cook
(Wage starting at $12.43/hr.)
Environmental Services
Full Time and Casual Housekeeper 
(Wage starting at $12.43/hr.)

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Adult Day Services
Part Time Adult Day Services Assistant 
(Mon-Fri 9am-3pm/Wage starting at $15.42/hr.)
Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant 
     (sign-on bonus- wage starting at $15.42/hr.)
PT RN/LPN (sign-on bonus)
Imaging
Full Time  Radiologic Tech
Full Time Imaging Manager (sign-on bonus)
Rehabilitation
FT Physical Therapist (sign-on bonus)

Electronic Systems 
Technician

Apply by 10/18/19
 

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  9/27

EMPLOYMENT

LOCAL DELIVERY DRIVER
Wanted: Local Delivery Driver for fuel oil 
and propane for the Ely/Tower/Virgina/Cook 
service area.  Class B license required with 
6 months driving experience in a similar 
sized delivery vehicle or tractor trailer.  Must 
have or be willing to procure hazmat and 
tanker endorsements.  Full-time, year-round 
position. Full benefits with medical. Apply to 
Edwards Oil, 820 Hoover Rd N, Virginia, MN; 
edwardsoilandpropane.com; or on the web at 
indeed.com.   10/25

The Superior National Forest – 
LaCroix Ranger District in Cook, MN 

is seeking candidates to fill a temporary 
visitor center position for summer of 2020. 
Applications accepted online from September 
16-30, 2019. Individuals wishing to apply 
must create an online profile in USAJobs at 
https://www.usajobs.gov/ and then search for 
the vacancy announcement: 20-TEMP1-R9-
2455-4DT-AM. Select ‘Cook’ as a duty loca-
tion. Responsibilities include issuing BWCAW 
permits, providing visitor information, answer-
ing phones, and completing general clerical 
duties. Schedule will be mostly part-time and 
will include Saturdays and Sundays, 8-4:30, 
May-September. 218-666-0050.  

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 20 & 27, 2019

POSITION OPENING-ISD #696
ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Assistant Hockey Coach for 
the 2019-2020 school year

Stipend: $2,460.00. Application to include: 
district application form, available online 
at www.ely.k12.mn.us, click on District then 
on Job Openings or at the District Office, 
current resume; background check required. 
Return application to: ISD No. 696, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731.  Application deadline: September 30, 
2019.  9/27

POSITION OPENING-ISD #696
ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Assistant Cross Country Coach 
for the 2019-2020 school year

Stipend: $1,980.00. Application to include: 
district application form, available online 
at www.ely.k12.mn.us, click on District then 
on Job Openings or at the District Office, 
current resume; background check required. 
Return application to: ISD No. 696, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731.  Application deadline: September 30, 
2019.  9/27

CITY OF ORR
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
VACATION OF ALLEY PURSUANT TO 
MINNESOTA STATUTE SEC. 412.851

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing 
will be held before the City Council on the 
15th day of October, 2019, at 5:00 p.m., in 
the City Hall located 4429 Highway 53, Orr, 
to consider a proposed vacation of the alley 
located between 4628 Lake Street and 4632 
Lake Street legally described as:

The alley adjacent and contiguous to Lot One 
(1), Block Two (2), and Lot Ten (10), Block 
One (1), Lake End, in the City of Orr accord-
ing to the recorded plat thereof on file at the 
St. Louis County Recorder’s Office, State of 
Minnesota. Subject to and reserving an ease-
ment for utility purposes for utilities located in 
said alleyway together with the right to enter 
for the purposes of maintaining, repairing and 
replacing said utilities.

Dated this 9th day of September, 2019.
Cheri J. Carter, Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 20 & 27, 2019

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR SEALED QUOTES 

FOR SNOW REMOVAL AT 
GREENWOOD TOWN HALL COMPLEX

2019-2020 SEASON
The Greenwood Township board is accepting sealed 
quotes for the snow removal at the Town Hall 2019-2020 
season.  The quote should state the cost of removing the 
snow per hour for the entrance, driveways and parking 
areas, additionally shoveling the walk to the entrances, 
at the Town Hall 3000 Hwy 77, Tower MN  55790.

The contractor must provide a certificate of insurance as 
to general liability insurance coverage. Successful quotes 
must carry vehicle and general liability insurance for no 
less than $1,000,000.00 for personal injury and property 
damage.  Sealed quotes will be accepted until 1:00 PM 
October 8, 2019.

Sealed quotes are to be sent, emailed or delivered by Oct 
8, 2019 to Sue Drobac, Greenwood Township Clerk at 
3000 Hwy 77, Tower MN   55790.

The township reserves the right to reject any or all quotes, 
to waive any irregularities and to accept any quote 
deemed most advantageous to the Township.   9/27

TOWNSHIP OF BREITUNG

MAINTENANCE 
WORKING SUPERVISOR

FULL-TIME, PERMANENT POSITION

Under the direction of the town board, the 
Maintenance Working Supervisor plans, 
organizes, and provides supervision and 
oversight for daily maintenance operations 
and activities. 

Complete job description, including job quali-
fications are available at the Breitung Clerk’s 
Office, temporary location at the Mine View 
Apartments (adjacent to the town hall build-
ing) in the Community Room. Office hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday from 12 noon 
– 4 p.m. Call 218-753-6020 or email clerk@
breitungtownship.org for more information. 
Or mail to Township of Breitung, PO Box 56, 
Soudan, MN 55782.

Application and resume deadline Thursday, 
Oct. 10, 2019 at noon at the clerk’s office. 
Starting date TBD.  10/4

FIELD TOWNSHIP
MEETING NOTICE

The regular October board meeting 
for Field Township will be held 

October 17, 2019, 7 pm at the Clerk’s 
residence, 9998 East Lind Road, Angora. 

The November - February meetings will 
also be held at the Clerk’s residence. 

Pat Chapman/Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 27, 2019

Steger Mukluks Factory Hiring
We have one permanent, full-time production 
position open in the Stuffing and Lasting 
Dept. 

Requirements: Eye for detail and good quali-
ty. Must be able to lift 50 pounds.  Must have 
strong hands and arms. Must have valid driv-
er’s license. Will train.

For pay and benefit information please fill out 
an application at the Steger Mukluks Factory 
located at 100 Miners Drive, Ely, MN - Open 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday

     Equal Opportunity Employer     tfn

ATTENTION: GREENWOOD 
TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 

For your own safety and the safety of the 
Greenwood Township Fire Department and 

Greenwood Township Emergency Medical Responders –

PLEASE KEEP YOUR 911 
SIGN IN CLEAR VIEW

and make sure the BRUSH along the road is CLEARED 
and the approach to your home is easily accessed.

New signs are available at the Greenwood Town Office.

Please do this to keep everyone safe and happy!

No one wants a fire or medical emergency in their life!

Questions? Call 218-753-2231

Thank you,
Greenwood Fire Department, Greenwood EMRs, 

Greenwood Supervisors and Staff

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 27 & Oct. 4, 2019

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/22/2019 North

Call about our 
Display Classified  

and Real Estate Rates
One Low Price 

3 Timberjay Editions

218-753-2950 



HELP WANTED
BARTENDER & COOK 
WANTED- Good Ol’ Days in 
Tower. Stop in or call 218-753-
6097 for an application. tfn

PT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for
Lake Vermilion Trail Joint 
Powers Board. Position descrip-
tion and information can be 
found on www.lakevermilion-
trail.org and www.facebook.
com/lakevermiliontrail. 9/27, 
10/11

FOR SALE
MARATHON NON-METALLIC 
ELECTRIC WATER HEATER- 
that will NEVER rust. 50 gal-
lon capacity. Super-insulated, 
energy saver. Same model cur-
rently sold by Home Depot for 
$1,192 with lifetime warranty. 
Your price $200.  218-984-3951 
Embarrass.

CLEAN WHEAT STRAW FOR 
SALE- Big square bales, $5/
bale, south of Aurora. 218-638-
2850.  10/4p

1999 FORD F-150 FOR SALE- 
4x4, 180k miles, runs good. 
218-638-2850.  10/4p

DAY CARE
PJ’s DAYCARE- Located in 
Soudan. Openings for ages 
infant to age 10. Hours 6am – 
6pm. Paige Olson and Jesse 
Hinkel, operators. Licensed 
through the State of Minnesota. 
CPR and First Aid Certified. 
For more information, contact 
Paige Olson at 218-780-7217 
or email paige-hinkel41@
gmail.com.  

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

FOR RENT
FOR RENT- Storefront/office 
space for rent in Aurora. Large 
windows, 400 sq ft, handicap 
accessible. Great location on 
3rd Ave. Utilities included. 612-
390-1005. 9/20p

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037.

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake VermilionLangevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751 MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Read us online at
timberjay.com

218-753-2950

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Marina Services
Boat Sales & Repairs • Boat & Motor Rentals

RV Sites • Marina Slips • Boat Storage
Service Hours: M-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-4, Sun 9-3

No Mechanics on Sunday

Store
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing & Gifts • Gas & Bait

Store Open: 7 days a week 8 AM-7 PM

218-993-2214

Sell It HERE

GAME
PROCESSING

Bear • Deer
Tower, MN • 218-290-6423

WILD GAME
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Orr-$348,000  2 BR home on 6.02 acres and 1,200 ft of 
shoreline on Pelican Lake. MLS#135111
Crane Lake-$289,000  2 BR road-access home with 65 ft 
of lakeshore. MLS#136128
Crane Lake-$165,000 127 ft of shoreline on .4 acres. 
MLS#136131
Lake Vermilion-$45,000 1.35 acres and 360 ft of shoreline 
on Twin Lakes on Pine Island. MLS#129212
Cook-$29,900  37.53 acres near Lake Vermilion. 
MLS#132914

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#136839 EMBARRASS 3 BR,  1.5 BA home on 40 
acres w/ 2,268 sq ft pole building and another 1,344 
sq ft pole building that is heated and insulated. Custom 
wood work throughout, hickory cabinets. Outside boiler 
and sauna. PRICE REDUCED!  $174,900
#137258 LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 2 BA home located 
on the west end of the lake w/ 125 ft lksh. Parking space 
w/ hook-ups for your RV, onshore boathouse (with rail 
system), lift-out dock, and 2-stall garage.  $398,000
#137895 LAKE VERMILION Southfacing Pine Island 
33-acre parcel w/approx. 1,450 ft llksh! Spectacular site 
for your dream cabin with ample space for guest cabins!  
Multiple spots for docks and swimming piers. $187,000
#136878 LAKE VERMILION  500 ft lksh, 2.3 acres. 
Sand beach to rock outcroppings, towering pines, mixed 
timber, electric on each lot. Approved for septic.
SELLER FINANCING AVAILABLE!  $167,200

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

online at timberjay.com
(218) 753-2950

218-365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mile east of 88 & 169
greenstonenursery.com

Landscape Design & Supplies • Natural Rocks
Pavers & Wallstones • Assorted Flagstones

Complete Landscaping Service...
from Start to Finish

Offering a Huge Selection of Native Plants,
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials

• In Business Since 1979 •

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

46 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Seal Out THE COLD!
10% OFF ALL!

FrOst King
WindOW insuLAtOr Kits

& stripping

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

RENT A
Brush Cutter

today!

TIME TO CLEAR THOSE DEER TRAILS!

Your Northern Rental Equipment
HEADQUARTERS!

AUTOMOTIVE

12
22

97
67

hd
t

Shop 24/7 for options, prices and photos at www.hibbingchrysler.us
1-877-HIBBING • 218-263-7700 - 1321 E. 39th St., Hibbing, MN 55746

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/22/2019 North

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Scott Yost, the new owner of 

“National Audio Visual” in Duluth, from
Steve Bragg, Business Broker

Scott has worked as the manager at National for several 
years and has been a driving force in National Audio Visual’s 

reputation as a leader in customer service and quality 
equipment for local conferences and events. Moving forward, 
he is excited to continue to set the high standards that their 

customers expect and to 
expand into new technologies 

that our increasingly
interactive world demands.


