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VIRGINIA - A plan to trim 
staffing  levels at the Tower-
Soudan School prompted  a 
spirited debate at the St. Louis 
County School Board meeting 

here Tuesday evening with one 
school board member question-
ing why the school is still open.

The original plan by super-
intendent Reggie Engebritson 
would have cut a full-time posi-
tion, but she reconsidered after 
meeting with staff in Tower who 

asked to draw up the restructur-
ing plans themselves for only a 
half-time cut. The superinten-
dent agreed.

Board  member  Troy 
Swanson, who represents the 
Tower-Soudan area on the board 
voiced his opposition.

“I don’t want a reduction 
at Tower,” he said. We’ve had 
seven years of good success. 
We have kept the teachers there 
that work well together. I don’t 
want to mess with something 
that works well, I think we are 
playing with fire.”

Swanson added that the 
school doesn’t draw any funding 
away from any of the other dis-
trict campuses.

Business manager Kim 
Johnson said the proposed cut, as 

BOIS FORTE - A handwritten 
“closed” sign hangs in the window at 
the Lake Vermilion Wellness Center. 

It’s one of a handful of programs 
already suspended by the Bois Forte 
Band as federal finds dwindle due to 
the government shutdown, now at over 
a month.

Already, the tribe has laid off 
around 20 workers, with more than 30 
others, including members of the Tribal 
Council, working reduced hours.

But even with the staffing cuts 
already enacted, it may not be enough 
to keep critical social services fully 
operational for much longer.

“We are thinking we can manage 
until the end of the February before 
severe cuts have to occur,” Tribal Chair 
Cathy Chavers said during a recent 
interview with the Timberjay. “Fitness 
and heritage centers are already closed 
until further notice. Transit has reduced 
routes. Non-contract routes have been 
cut to two days a week,” she added.

Additionally, officers with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs have been 
working without pay.

Chavers said a meeting of the 
council on Feb. 4 will decide where 
the next cuts have to be made, and that 

VIRGINIA— Hundreds of 
people from around the state 
made a pilgrimage, of sorts, to 
Holy Cross Catholic Church here 
this past Saturday to pay homage 
to a true Iron Ranger. Gov. 
Tim Walz, former Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty, and Minnesota’s U.S. 
Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina 
Smith were there. Congressmen, 

former Congressmen, legislators 
and former legislators, from both 
sides of the aisle, were among the 
estimated 700 people who turned 
out to remember Tom Rukavina, 
who died far too young earlier 
this month of a rare form of 
leukemia. 

He was 68.
While the throng of pol-

iticians at Saturday’s funeral 
reflected Rukavina’s longtime 
political connections, it was 

the average folks, whose lives 
Rukavina had touched in some 
way over the years, who filled 
the church hall to overflowing 
and heard mostly personal 
recollections of his less public 
life, as a father, a brother, and a 
loyal friend. 

Rukavina’s son Vic recalled 
a father who forced his children 
to grow up early. “A lot of you 

Hundreds turn out to remember Tom Rukavina

Board member questions future of Tower school
Swanson, Koivisto: Community shouldn’t have to sacrifice another teaching position

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

New life 
for an Ely 
landmark
AFU building now houses three non-profits

ELY— Three Ely 
area non-profit groups 
have a new home at the 
renovated American 
Fraternal Union building 
thanks to the continu-
ing efforts of John and 
Tanner Ott, Alley A 
Realty, and one football 
team, who combined 
forces to bring new life to 

See...TOWER pg. 8

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The American 
Fraternal Union 
building in Ely was 
built in 1933. The 
landmark now 
houses three non- 
profit organizations, 
including the Ely 
Community Health 
Center. 
photo by K. Vandervort

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Service cuts 
loom as tribe 
goes without 
fed funding

See... RUKAVINA pg. 8
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DFL POLITICSVermilion Dream Quilters to meet on 
Thursday, Feb. 7 in Tower

TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 7 in the social hall 
at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower. 

To accommodate schedules we will hold our 
Chinese Auction in February rather than March. 
Check your bins, shelves, closets and cupboards 
for quality things you never want to see again. 
Thank them for coming into your life but release 
them to find a new home. They might be unfinished 
projects, duplicate tools, fabrics or any other item 
(quilting related or not) that will benefit by leaving 
your home, finding a new home and will generate a 
donation to the Tower Area Food Shelf. Bring cash 
or your checkbook to buy chances and win a new 
treasure. Kathy Lovgren and Marlene Johnson are 
program coordinators. Brown Bag Challenge One, 
a pincushion or needle case, is due for exchange 
with Nancy Andreae coordinating. Our hostesses for 
February are Jill Wagoner, Marlene Johnson, and 
Donna Filson.

As always, please bring your own projects to 
share for Show and Tell since we all gain inspiration 
when we see what is possible.

The Vermilion Dream Quilters is a guild with 
members from throughout the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region and is open to anyone interested 
in quilting and creative sewing. Members encourage 
and instruct each other and share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill in Tower at 218-753-4600.

Ruby’s Pantry on Jan. 26 in Babbitt
BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry will be distributing 

food on Saturday, Jan. 26 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
at Babbitt Municipal Center, 71 South Drive. A 
$20 cash donation buys an abundance of food. No 
checks will be accepted. There are no income or res-
idency guidelines. Bring two large boxes or baskets. 
Babbitt Ruby’s Pantry is regularly held the fourth 
Saturday of each month and is sponsored by St. Pius 
X Catholic Church. Volunteers are always welcome.

Pancake Breakfast, Feb. 2 at Timber 
Hall in Embarrass

EMBARRASS- A pancake breakfast, sponsored 
by the Embarrass Region Fair Association, will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 2 at Timber Hall in Embarrass 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Support the Embarrass Region 
Fair by joining us for all-you-can-eat pancakes, 
choice of ham or sausage links, fruit cup, juice, and 
a bottomless cup of coffee. Pancakes are served the 
first Saturday of each month through May at the 
Timber Hall. Adults meals cost $5, children (6-10 
years) are $3, and 5 years and under eat free.

 REGIONAL- The Arrowhead 
Library System is pleased to present 
How to Duo with Pushing Chain, a 
free one-hour program being offered 
for high schoolers and older at Cook 
Public Library on Friday, Feb. 8 at 
5 p.m., at Babbitt Public Library on 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 1 p.m., and 
at Ely Public Library on Wednesday, 
Feb. 20 at 4 p.m. 

Join Pushing Chain, an acous-
tic folky-tonk duo from the shores 
of Lake Superior, as they discuss 
musical choices and performance 
decisions as they apply to being a 
duo. How do they arrange songs to 
fit into the seemingly small box of 
an acoustic folk duo? What do they 
think about while writing, perform-
ing, and arranging material? How 
do they hold an audience’s atten-
tion with two instruments and two 
microphones? During this 60-minute 
program, Pushing Chain will discuss 
their process and illustrate the discus-
sion with songs chosen from a vast 
catalog of original music, as well 
as some songs you probably know.

 Pushing Chain is a Northern 
Minnesota-based duo formed by 
longtime musical collaborators Boyd 

Blomberg (guitar/vocals) and Adam 
Moe (fiddle/vocals) that features 
marvelously exuberant vocal har-
monies, impeccable timing and wit, 
and an infectious vibe that leaves 
audiences grinning. It’s high-energy 
folk music with a country twist, and 
it’s been winning them fans all across 
the U.S. and Canada. 

 This program, sponsored by 
Arrowhead Library System, was 
funded in part or in whole with 

money from Minnesota’s Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund. To learn 
more about Arrowhead Legacy 
Events, please see our calendar 
at www.alslib.info, follow us on 
Twitter @ALSLibraryNews, or like 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/alslibinfo.

 
 

COOK- Area Democrats will 
hold a listening session and pizza 
party on Thursday, Jan. 31, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Cook Community Center. 
The gathering is open to the public.

Democratic Farmer Labor Party 
officials will be present to visit 
with area residents and hear their 
post-midterm election ideas and 
concerns.

The meeting is sponsored by 
the Outreach Committee of DFL 
St. Louis County Organizing Unit 
03, which covers northern St. Louis 
County including Cook, Orr, Tower, 
Ely, Babbitt and the surrounding 
rural areas.

“We want to give an opportunity 
for people in the northern part of our 
very large and sprawling district to 
have a voice,” said Leah Rogne, 
of Gheen, board member of DFL 
District 03. “We want to hear about 
what’s important to DFLers and to 
help keep people engaged as we look 

forward to the important elections 
in 2020.”

“Our district runs all the way 
from Kabetogama to Hermantown 
and rural Duluth,” Rogne said.  “It’s 
hard for people from up here to drive 
two hours to attend meetings down 

in Duluth, so we want to extend 
organizing activities to our local 
areas in the north.”

Bob Miller, chair of DFL 
Organizing Unit 03, will be at the 
Jan. 31 meeting to visit with area 
DFLers.

The area DFL Outreach 
Committee includes Leah Rogne, 
Melissa Roach of Bear River and 
Carol Orban of Ely. 

Future DFL meetings will be 
held in Ely in February and in Tower 
in March.

Pizza and beverages will be pro-
vided at the Jan. 31 meeting in Cook. 

The Cook Community Center 
is located just off Johnson Road on 
the south edge of Cook.  For more 
information, contact Leah Rogne at 
218-787-2212.

DFL listening session set for Jan. 31 in Cook

Bob Miller

Learn how to form your own music duo with 
Pushing Chain at local libraries in February

82nd
ANNUAL

Saturday, February 2

7:30 am-9:30 am Piggies & Pancake Breakfast
(Pancakes, sausage, juice & coffee)

10:00 am Ecumenical Church Service
Special Music “Friends on the Range”

9:00 am-4:00 pm Old Co-op Theatre 
Strolling Musicians

Artisans & Demonstrators 
In Laskiainen Tradition

Tori (Marketplace)
Bakery (Finnish breads)
Museum
Fry Bread Booth

10:00 am-4:00 pm Sleigh/Carriage Rides (Free)

11:00 am-4:00 pm Pea Soup Dinner

1:15 pm Introduction of the Royal Court

1:30 pm “Ameriikan Poijat” 

Palo, MN

Sunday, February 3

Finnish
Sliding
Festival

2019

Loon Lake 
Community Center

7:30 am-11:00 am   Kropsu Breakfast

9:00 am-3:00 pm Girls’ and Boys’ Pony League
Basketball Games

9:00 am-4:00 pm Old Co-op Theatre          
Strolling Musicians

Artisans & Demonstrators 
in Laskiainen Tradition 

Tori (Marketplace)

Bakery (Finnish breads)

Museum

Fry Bread Booth

10:00 am-4:00 pm Sleigh/Carriage Rides (Free)

12:00-4:00 pm Moijakka (beef stew) or Sloppy Joes
or Taco in a bag

4:00 pm Queen Coronation

6:00 pm “Old Timers” Basketball Game

7:30 pm Laskiainen Lakers Basketball Game

Door Prizes!

Sliding Both Days!

Ameriikan Poijat (Boys of America) is a Finnish
American Brass Ensemble that has been appearing

at ethnic festivals and music conferences since
1991, presenting Finnish social dance music and

concert repertoire.

Queen Coronation

SUNDAY -1:30 PM TICKETS - Adults - $5.00 
Students - $3.00

NO SAUCERS OR SLEDS WITH RUNNERS ALLOWED.
Preferred Sleds - Toboggan Style (plastic or wood)

Slide at your own risk.

Sunday
Feb 3
Only!

Laskiainen
Saturday, February 2 • 4:00 p.m.

Ameriikan Poijat

Sat, February 2 & Sun, February 3

.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

What Do I Need To Do My Taxes?
Visit askjean.net or stop by our Peshel 

Accounting office. We have a free
Tax Preparation Checklist. 

Don’t miss a thing.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.



REGIONAL— A host of 
environmental and conserva-
tion groups are alleging that the 
state’s Pollution Control Agency 
fell for a “bait and switch,” 
when the agency issued both air 
and water discharge permits to 
PolyMet Mining late last month 
for their planned copper-nickel 
mine near Hoyt Lakes.

The four groups, includ-
ing the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy, the 
Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Wilderness, the Center for 
Biological Diversity, and the 
Sierra Club, made the claim in 
a joint lawsuit over both air and 
water permits filed on Tuesday. 
Simultaneously, the group Water 

Legacy filed a separate appeal of 
the water discharge permit issued 
by the MPCA, arguing that the 
permit fails to set limits on toxic 
seepage into groundwater and 
serves primarily as a liability 
shield designed to protect the 
company from citizen lawsuits 
should its planned mine pollute 
the environment.

MPCA spokesperson Dave 
Verhasselt indicated that the 
agency could not comment on 
ongoing litigation. 

Several of the environmen-
tal groups involved in this week’s 
filings had earlier requested a 
contested case hearing to address 
concerns before an administra-
tive law judge, a request that 
officials with both the MPCA 
and the Department of Natural 
Resources rejected. The groups 

have since asked that the agen-
cies place a stay on the issuance 
of their permits to PolyMet 
pending the outcome of court 
appeals.

The groups, citing the com-
pany’s own technical report 
and financial update issued last 
March, contend that PolyMet 
is unlikely to actually build 
the 32,000-ton-per-day mining 
operation that they spent years 
studying, and for which state reg-
ulators have now issued permits.

“PolyMet has told Canadian 
financial regulators they intend 
to build a much larger mine than 
the version they submitted to 
Minnesota environmental agen-
cies,” stated Kathryn Hoffman, 
CEO of the MCEA. “By turning 
a blind eye to PolyMet’s plans for 
faster and more intense mining, 

the MPCA permits for PolyMet 
allow them to skirt the law and 
avoid stronger environmental 
protections.” 

PolyMet’s updated technical 
report did propose a significantly 
faster rate of mining as a means 
of boosting the project’s financial 
viability. PolyMet’s latest finan-
cial report suggested a sharply 
lower return on investment 
than previous estimates, which 
the company had issued more 
than a decade ago. Those initial 
estimates had pegged an internal 
rate of return at more than 30 
percent, but that had dropped to 
less than ten percent in the most 

recent analysis— far less than 
would typically attract investor 
interest in a mining venture. 

In response, the company 
had analyzed profit margins 
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Lawsuits filed against PolyMet air and water permits

SAVING RETAIL

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Former Goodwill workers look to restart Ely store

Allege MPCA fell for “bait-and-switch” by permitting mine critics believe won’t be built

COPPER-NICKEL MINING

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Fundraising effort launched to maintain a thrift store in the community

See POLYMET...pg. 5

Right: An aerial view of the 
complex wetlands at the 
proposed PolyMet mine 
site. file photo

ELY – A group of Ely resi-
dents is hoping to raise $10,000 
to establish a replacement for the 
Ely Goodwill Donation Center 
and Store that ceased operations 
here on Saturday.

According to information 
provided to the Timberjay by 
former Ely Goodwill store 
manager Monte Martin, contri-
butions can be made at www.
gofundme.com for the Internet 
fundraising effort. Donations 
are also accepted at the Ely Area 
Credit Union.

Funds collected will be used 
for initial start-up costs for what 
is being called the Ely Drop and 
Shop Thrift Store, organized by 
Martin and former store employ-

ee Amanda Stevens.
On the GoFundMe.com 

fundraising site, Martin stat-
ed,“Recently a nationally recog-
nized thrift store chain decided 
to leave the community which 
caused a void for the products 
and services provided. Seven 
people were left without employ-
ment because of this. It is our 
hope to be able to fill these needs 
by providing a locally- operated 
thrift store that will provide ser-
vices lost with profits going back 
to designated sectors of need in 
Ely. Your donated funds will 
be used for the initial business 
start-up costs.”

After five years of operation 
in Ely’s downtown, Goodwill 

announced earlier this month that 
it was closing some northeastern 
Minnesota stores in a move to 
improve efficiency and lower 
costs. “Many in the community 
have expressed the need for 
such a store in the Ely area with 
the closest remaining Goodwill 
being in Virginia,” Martin said.

“We are working on a loca-
tion and have been in contact 
with the building owner who 
said he is willing to help our 
community. That is not our only 
option for a location but it would 
be an easy transition.”

As of Wednesday noon, 
contributors had pledged $885 
on the website for the thrift store 
fundraising effort. 

Greg and Heidi Mann of Ely 
donated and left this comment. 
“I had actually hoped (and men-
tioned on Facebook that it would 
be great if) the current employees 
of Goodwill in Ely— who know 
how to run the store better than 
any of the rest of us— would 
set up a thrift store of their own 
to replace the Goodwill that is 
closing here. It will be a blessing 
to our entire community, so I 
hope everyone will pitch in and 
help make it a reality. I wish I 
could give more, but the reason 
I can’t is the same reason I value 
a low-cost shopping option for 
our family. I also believe in good 
stewardship, and reusing when 
possible, instead of buying new 

all the time. Good luck, Ely 
Drop and Shop. Best wishes for 
success.”

Cheryl Boyes, who directs 
the local food shelf, added, 
“Let’s support this effort to bring 
back a thrift store to Ely. It is a 
much-needed, valuable resource 
for everyone. It would keep the 
circulation of goods and funds 
within the community.”

Martin said he is working to 
form a volunteer board to help 
with organizing the operation. 
“There are so many people 
here in Ely who supported the 
Goodwill store and would like to 
see a similar facility maintained 
here,” he said.

• LEVEL LOOP
• BERBERS
• TWISTED

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Our sales experts will help you
select a carpet you’ll love

• PLUSH
• TEXTURED
• OUTDOOR 

Stop in today for the best selection!

A&W, 7-Up, 
Sunkist,
Squirt, 
Canada Dry
or RC Cola
2 Liters

89¢ ea.
SAVE

$1.10 ea.

Mix or Match
Lotzza Motzza,
RealZa or Pizza Corner
12” Pizzas
$4.99 SAVE up to

$5 ea.

TOP THE TATER

SAVE
$1.75 on 2

Assorted 
Tru Moo

Chocolate Milk • 1/2 gal.

315 Main Street, Tower • 753-2725

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-6
Fri. & Sat. 8-6, Sun. 8-3

               Zup’s in Tower
Wed, Thurs, Fri • Jan 30, 31 & Feb 1

SAVE
$5.58 on 3

SAVE
$1.70 ea.

ASSORTED
Dean’s Ice Cream

Scrounds • 48 oz
SAVE

$3 ea.

From the ZUP’S MEAT DEPARTMENT

Assorted • 30 oz.
Pepperidge Farm
GOLD FISH CRACKERS

   $5.99

Assorted
Old Dutch-Family Pack
POTATO CHIPS
9.5-10 oz.
3/$6.99

2/$5
99¢ $2.99

DiGiorno  Stuffed Crust 
or Pan
PIZZA
22-26 oz.

$5.99 SAVE
$3.80 ea.

SAVE
$3 ea.

Assorted 
Elliot’s
PASTIES
$1.99 SAVE

$1.60 ea.

Farmland 
HAM • 40 oz....... $2.99 lb.   
SAVE $3.19 lb.

SUPER ZUPER COUPON

$

$

$

$1.89 value

BUY ANY
FULLY COOKED OR SMOKED

ZUP’S BRAT OR POLISH SAUSAGE
AND GET A
FREE

8 count package
of  Zup’s

Hot Dog Buns!

$

Coupon #2119 • 1 per customer

Big Buy • Hardwood
Smoked Bacon • 16 oz ...2/$5  SAVE $2.18 on 2     

Mock Chicken
Legs $2.99 lb.
     Meat Loaf  $2.99 lb.     

Ham Salad Spread  $1.99 lb.
     

HOMEMADE in the Zup’s Meat Dept!

TOUCHDOWN!

• We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities • 
PRICES GOOD AT TOWER ZUP’S ONLY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

REGISTER TO WIN a 5’ x 5’ Pop-up TENT!
Courtesy of FRITO LAYWIN! WIN!

3 BIG DAYS of SALES before
          THE BIG GAME!

3 BIG DAYS of SALES before
          THE BIG GAME!

12 oz.



I’ve spent a lot 
of time in skilled 
nurs ing  homes 
and other facilities 
that offer assist-
ed living to aging 
folks. For many 
years, my profes-
sional work took me 
into places designed 
for old people when 
they’ve begun to 
have trouble living 
alone. My mother 
spent the last few 
years of her life at Carefree 

Assisted Living in 
Cook. Although I 
was grateful that she 
was safe and well 
cared for, it was not 
always easy for her. 
No question about 
it, she missed her 
independence and 
her familiar sur-
roundings. Who said 
it? “There’s no place 
like home.” 

Mom was cre-
ative. She consid-

ered every space she occupied 

her canvas upon which she 
painted her version of beauty.  
She took great pride in her 
decorating, choosing colors, 
making drapes, arranging fur-
niture and her personal artifacts 
in unique and appealing ways. 
As her health and capabilities 
diminished, so too did the square 
footage of each place she occu-
pied, but her creative fingerprint 
continued to appear wherever 
she landed. Despite her physical 
and mental infirmities, Mom’s 
imagination seemed to make the 
necessary adjustments, gradual-

ly condensing her creative vision 
to accommodate even her final 
tiny abode, her cozy apartment 
at “Carefree”.     

Perhaps to honor my mother, 
but maybe most of all, to ease my 
“missing”, I’ve continued to visit 
Carefree Living. On the second 
Tuesday of every month, with a 
folder tucked under my arm, I 
buzz myself in and take my place 
at a big table in the sunroom.  
Minutes later, I‘m joined by a 
half dozen or more silver-haired 
men and women for an hour of 
poetry reading, reminiscing, and 

some of the richest storytelling 
I’ve ever heard. Some arrive in 
wheelchairs, some with walkers, 
but all with smiles and enthusi-
asm for the opportunity to share  
innermost thoughts and feelings 
triggered by a few good poems. 

I wasn’t born a poetry 
lover. Or if I was, somewhere 
in my early school days it got 
a knock-out punch. Maybe it 
was Mr. Koller, my 9th grade 
English teacher. I entered the 
class with a premonition that 

Timed to coincide perfectly 
with the U.S. government’s selec-
tive  “shutdown” (the NSA, CIA 
and FBI remain fully funded), we 
can now be fairly certain that the 
BLM’s “review and comment 
period” for Antofagasta’s (Twin 
Metals’) mining plans for north-
ern Minnesota will be shortened, 
curtailed or eliminated.  Next 
there will be a cursory – oh, 
sorry, “rigorous” – environ-
mental review.  Quickly after 
that, approval of Twin Metals’ 
mining plan.  In an effort to 
reduce costs, we hope that the 
BLM will recycle and re-use its 
rubber stamps.  After all, Poly-
Met is close behind. 

Rest assured, the humans 
who are driving this pending 
destruction of our land, water and 
heritage do not live here.  They 
have no interest in you, me, or our 
children.  Their singular motive 
seems to center on extracting as 
much copper, nickel and gold 
from the ground as possible, 
at an absolute minimum cost. 
Shortcutting, ignoring and/or 
flat out violating existing envi-
ronmental law is, historically, the 
easiest way to get there.   Mining 
interests’ perfect record of severe 
and permanent contamination to 
impacted groundwater speaks 
for itself. (If you still believe 
that foreign billionaires give a 
crying cluck about you or me, 
you deserve our pity.) 

So it’s nearly in place now.  
The mines will move forward.  
Later, and as always, the rest of 
us will suffer under the subse-
quent contamination, cleanup 
and monitoring costs, costs that 
will not and cannot be funded 
merely by diverting still-MORE 
tax revenue from roads, schools, 
hospitals, public transport and/or 
care for the elderly.   

And who will suffer the 
most?  I suggest it will be the 
union miners, those good and 
kind men and women who will 
try to remain here,  live here and 
work here . . . forced to sell their 
grandchildren’s souls for the sake 
of a temporary “living wage.”  

Welcome to the third world.
Duane Behrens
Ely

This has always been a 
wonderful small town with small 
town values.  We all got along, all 
supported each other.  This week 
I have been scolded for shopping 
for lower prices in another town 
and not supporting local busi-
nesses.  Then I am told the City 
MUST choose the lowest bidder 
for their official newspaper, even 
though it is in another town.  In 
my mind this is the same thing.  
Money cannot be the only factor 
taken into consideration.  What 
about their contributions to the 
community? 

When times are tough, we 
rely on each other for support, 
that’s what makes a community.  
Let’s work together to support 
each other through these tough 
economic times.  Let’s work 
together to choose a newspaper 
that fairly supports our commu-
nity, not one that takes every 
opportunity to condemn an entire 
industry striving to provide us 
with a better life through environ-
mentally sound mining practices.  
Let’s work together and support 
those who support us. 

Linda Maki
Ely

In response to Greenwood 
Township Treasurer Pam Rogers’ 
statement, “John Bassing has 
made public statements that 
his goal is to eliminate the Fire 
Department,”  I challenge Pam 
Rogers to provide any docu-
mentation in Township minutes 
or audio recordings to back up 
her statement, as I have never 
stated my goal is to eliminate 
the Greenwood Township Fire 
Department.  I do support the Fire 
Department and have worked 
and will continue to work toward 
improving the services it pro-
vides. I also support the idea of 
shared services (a fire district) for 
area cities and townships, which 
would include the Greenwood 
Fire Department personnel and 
building as is, if and when the 
opportunity presents itself.

I do not think it is wrong for 
Treasurer Pam Rogers to research 
and present data to residents.  The 
problem I have is while the first 
half of the Treasurer’s letter on 
ISO fire ratings was researched 
and somewhat factual, the 
second half used the words 
“unorganized,” “dissolved,” and 
“annexation” which are devoid 
of any facts and research, set out 
simply as red herrings to mislead 
and to fearmonger.

In answer to Treasurer 
Rogers’ statement, ”Is this 
the guy we want representing 
us?” I believe the answer is 
yes.  While I was a Greenwood 
Supervisor, in support of our fire 
department, I rewrote the Paid-
on-Call Guidelines and Standard 
Operating Guidelines and cor-
rected the misclassification of the 
firefighters as public employees, 
not private contractors, to the 
benefit of the Fire Department, 
its members, and the Township.

Finally, the Greenwood 
Township Treasurer’s misstate-
ments about the Fire Department 
and my ability to represent 
Greenwood Township fit the 
definition of a political hack.

John Bassing
Greenwood Twp

In her letter to the Timberjay 
last week, Greenwood Treasurer 
Pam Rodgers says: “John Bassing 
has made public statements 
that his goal is to eliminate 
the [Greenwood] fire depart-
ment.” That is a lie. I usually get 
a kick out of the vitriol that Pam 
and her husband include in their 
writings and I just laugh it off. 
But lying is different, and it needs 
to be called out. We get enough 
lying out of the top level of our 
government. We don’t need to let 
it become the norm here. 

I know John Bassing and 
Carol Maus very well. They are 
decent, hard-working, honest 
people, very capable of doing the 
people’s work for our township. 
I will be gladly voting for them 
in March. I trust them. I trust 
them to settle things down in our 
township. Please join me.

Lee Peterson
Greenwood Twp

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Protecting wild rice
The Minnesota Legislature 

has a chance to redeem itself

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

See  POEMS ...pg. 5

A few good poems can help the stories flow

Treasurer’s claims 
don’t fit the facts

Can Minnesota find a 
way to protect wild rice, 
and, perhaps, save our-
selves in the process?

It’s a question that’s 
particularly relevant with 
the Legislature back in 
session. For the past several 
years, the Legislature has 
taken repeated steps to 
undermine a water quality 
standard designed to protect 
wild rice— that extraordi-
nary natural grain that has 
been a mainstay of Ojibwe 
culture, spiritual life, and 
diet in Minnesota for centu-
ries. Perhaps this will be the 
year that legislators decide 
to redeem themselves. 

They have the oppor-
tunity to do so through the 
creation of an effective wild 
rice stewardship council, 
which was one of the rec-
ommendations of a task 
force created last year by 
Gov. Mark Dayton, which 
issued a report last month. 
Wild rice is clearly in need 
of some stewardship. This 
once-ubiquitous grain has 
been on the decline in recent 
years, most likely as a result 
of a number of environmen-
tal problems. It’s a sensitive 
species. Some liken it to a 
“canary in a coal mine,” 
signaling changes in the 
overall environment that 
might not be immediately 
detectable to most people.

Wild rice has already 
disappeared from the vast 
majority of its historic range 
and is largely confined 
today to parts of central 
and northern Minnesota 
and adjacent portions of 
Canada and Wisconsin. 
Even here in the heart of its 
range, however, we’ve seen 
worrisome declines in both 
distribution and abundance. 

We know that dis-
charges of sulfate from 
some industrial polluters 
are at least part of the 
problem, particularly in 
areas downstream from 
mining operations. In fact, 
the link between sulfate 
levels and the health of wild 
rice has been known since 
the 1940s and formed the 
basis for Minnesota’s strict-
est-in-the-nation sulfate 
standard, enacted back in 
1973. Recent attempts by 
the Legislature to under-
mine that standard, simply 
to placate the state’s mining 
industry, have been telling. 
For a state that has long 
prided itself on protection 
of the environment, it’s 
been eye-opening to watch 
a Minnesota Legislature 
ignore science and take its 

environmental cues almost 
entirely from a powerful 
industry. It’s like waking up 
one day to discover we’ve 
become Texas.

The Legislature’s 
failure, to date, to address 
the water quality threats 
posed to wild rice, has 
justifiably increased the 
sense of urgency among 
the state’s native peoples. 
In their own report on wild 
rice, the state’s Ojibwe and 
Sioux bands reaffirmed 
their conviction that control 
of sulfate emissions from 
taconite mines and major 
electrical utilities, is critical 
to their goal of restoring 
wild rice to its former 
abundance.

In the end, it’s really 
a matter of health— for 
all people in our region. 
We would all benefit from 
incorporating wild rice into 
our lives. The true, native 
grain is an extraordinary 
food, high in protein, scarce 
minerals, and anti-oxidants, 
not to mention delicious. 
Harvesting and preparing 
the grain for the table is a 
meaningful and deliberate 
act that stands in remark-
able contrast to the industri-
al food system that has left 
so many Americans sick or 
in failing health. 

And our medical estab-
lishment is well aware that 
increasing sulfate levels in 
lake and stream sediments 
not only boosts the pro-
duction of sulfide, a toxin 
known to harm wild rice, 
but also converts elemental 
mercury to toxic methyl 
mercury, mobilizing it 
through the aquatic food 
chain. 

And a 2011 study by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health found already-el-
evated levels of mercury in 
the blood of infants within 
the Lake Superior basin, 
with nearly 10 percent 
exhibiting levels consid-
ered above a safe level. Fish 
consumption is believed 
to be the primary cause 
of these elevated mercury 
levels, and the same pollut-
ants that are harming wild 
rice may be facilitating a 
worsening situation with 
mercury in our region’s fish.

Perhaps this year, the 
Minnesota Legislature can 
begin to put the pieces 
together and recognize the 
connection between water 
quality and public health 
and well-being. 

Better late than never.

Ely needs an official 
paper that supports 
copper-nickel mining

Big mining doesn’t 
care about you or me

Time to call 
out untruths 
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this might be a subject 
“over my head”. It didn’t 
take long to discover that I 
was right. Each time he’d 
call on me to explain the 
meaning of, say, a line from 
Emily Dickinson, or to 
define iambic pentameter, 
I either drew a complete 
blank or stumbled through 
some weak attempt, totally 
embarrassed. 

By the time 11th 
grade came along, and 
Mr. Groebbel’s efforts to 
stimulate some excitement 
over a Shakespeare sonnet, 
I knew I was sunk. And, 
sunk was just one grade 
above flunk. I was freaked. 
My fear of failure was so 
intense that any chance 
for me “loving poetry” 
was not in the picture. I 
had to accept that “it just 
wasn’t my thing”. I gave 

myself permission to quit 
trying. It would be several 
years before someone 
would crack my armor of 
resistance. 

When I was 21, I 
was restless. I decided 
to load my backpack and 
my big white German 
Shepherd into my VW 
Bug. Destination? Tucson, 
Arizona, to visit my big 
sister. 

At an early age, Karen 
decided to be a teacher. 
She honed her skills 
throughout my childhood 
teaching me (and her 
dolls) how to read before 
we entered Kindergarten. 
Although she didn’t join 
the convent, which was 
also her plan, she did 
become a passionate high 
school English teacher. 
While she was fulfilling 

her life’s dream, I enjoyed 
exploring whatever possi-
bility presented itself.  By 
1974, I was ready to “go 
west”. When I arrived, 
rather unannounced, on 
Karen’s doorstep, with 
my only accomplishment 
being that I’d left Detroit 
and found her, thankfully, 
she welcomed me with 
open arms and encouraged 
me to stay.

It wasn’t long after 
I’d moved into her little 
house that one evening, 
while I washed a sink full 
of dishes, Karen asked if 
I’d like her to read aloud 
the poems from that day’s 
lesson plan. As you might 
guess, I wasn’t enthusi-
astic. Just the mention 
of poetry triggered flash-
backs of high school Lit 
class where my teachers 

pressed me to upgrade my 
appreciation for a “good 
poem”. 

“But,” I thought,  
“How could I deny her 
when she’s agreed to 
support me until I get a 
job?” So, I listened. 

To make a long story 
short, I found that my 
sister’s feverish love for 
poetry was contagious! 
While my stomach would 
tense, her voice would 
soothe. When my mind 
would drift, her voice 
would grab my atten-
tion and imagination. She 
pulled me into the world 
of great writers, as adept 
at their craft, creating inti-
mate scenes with words, 
as great painters do with 
color and line. Those 
good poems imbued me 
with vivid imagery and 

poignant emotion. She 
showed me the power of 
poetic language and some-
times moved me to tears. 
By the end of that year, I 
was hooked.

Now forty years later, 
her legacy lives on — the 
roles reversed. No, my 
dear friends at Carefree 
need not slave over a 
dishpan in trade for some 
good poems. They’ve done 
enough just by allowing 
me into their home, saying 
“yes”, when invited to 
join me, listening to my 
personal “lesson plan”, and 
sharing that special kinship 
of the pleasure of spoken 
word. They have no idea 
how much I love listening 
to their recollections and 
shared stories, an art form 
in itself.

Poetry has the power 

to speak to our souls.  It 
can connect us despite 
our differences of age or 
background. I have felt 
the joy and meaning of 
our being in that room 
together— a rare and inti-
mate opportunity to share 
where we’ve come from 
and who we each are now. 
We laugh. Sometimes we 
cry. We’ve discovered how 
much we share in common. 
And when the hour is 
through, we quietly gather 
our belongings, ready 
ourselves to leave one 
another’s company, but 
not before words of thanks 
and hugs that will carry us 
until we meet again.

The good news is we don’t 
have to build any Trump walls 
along the U.S. borders. Bad 
news is it’s too late:  The first of 
the bad guys made it in-country 
over 500 years ago, a little after 
midnight, October 12, 1492,  
when a 40-year-old white guy 
from Spain set foot on the island 
of San Salvador, off the coast 

of America. That was only a 
beginning.

The late poet and novel-
ist Jim Harrison, in his essay 
“Poetry as Survival”, offers the 
following image to visualize our 
untold history since that date: 
picture this country as a wounded 
body, a body with many wounds, 
each marked by a break in skin 
and seeping of blood. Carefully 
lower a white sheet over that 
body, the Americas, let it settle 
for a while, then just as carefully 
lift it up, set it down and study 

the geographical locations that 
are stained red.  That’s where we 
learn our history. That’s where 
the truth still resides.

Go there, to those places, 
and you can feel the unacknowl-
edged grief. Look a few of them 
up, and read:

Attica Prison Rebellion 
-  Attica, N.Y.

 Firebombing of The 
Upstairs Lounge - French 
Quarter, New Orleans

Wounded Knee Christmas 
Massacre - north of Chadron, 

Neb.
Bear Paw Massacre -  

south of Chinook, Mont.
Bombing of The First 

Baptist Church - Birmingham, 
Ala.

Sand Creek Massacre -  
north east of Chivington, Colo.

Firebombing of the MOVE 
headquarters and burning of 
three city blocks - Philladelphia, 
Penn.

Ludlow Mine Rebellion - 
Ludlow, Colo.

Columbine High School, 

Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
Parkland . . .

The time to look outward, 
out across these invented borders 
separating brother from brother, 
out across skin-deep differences 
separating sister from sister, that 
time is long over. Now is the time 
to simply be still - to look inward, 
within our borders, considering 
our own history.  The right time 
to start that work has always 
been, and will always be, now.

Steve Larson
Ely

Border wall? Sorry, 
the bad guys got in 
a long time ago

from two different mining 
scenarios, including a 
plan for a 59,000-tons-
per-day operation and one 
for 118,000-tons-per-day. 
Both of those scenarios 
boosted the company’s 
financial outlook, while 
still falling well below the  
projections of a decade 
ago. 

This week’s lawsuits 
are just the latest in a series 
of cases filed against agen-
cies that have advanced 
PolyMet’s proposed mine, 
which would be the state’s 
first copper-nickel and 
precious metals mine 
if ultimately approved. 
The company has made 
significant progress in 
the permitting process, 
having received all of its 
state-issued permits as 
of December. PolyMet is 
still waiting on a federal 

wetland permit from the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
as well as a handful of 
minor local permits. 

But both the MPCA 
and the DNR face lawsuits 
over permit decisions, 
including over the DNR’s 
issuance of a permit to 
mine. The U.S. Forest 
Service is also embroiled 
in a lawsuit over the 6,600-
acre federal land exchange 
that provided PolyMet 

with surface rights at its 
planned mine site. Efforts 
to end that lawsuit through 
federal legislation have so 
far proven unsuccessful.

Any of those lawsuits 
could potentially delay 
or derail the project. At 
the same time, low metal 
prices appear to be lim-
iting investor interest in 
the project, despite the 
company’s progress on 
permitting. The stock was 

trading at just 77 cents a 
share earlier this week, 
well below its $1.13 spike 
on Nov. 1, 2018, when 
the DNR announced it 
would issue the company’s 
permit to mine. PolyMet’s 
lackluster financial projec-
tions, issued last March, 
assumed copper prices at 
$3.29 a pound, well above 
the latest posted price of 
$2.74 per pound. Nickel, 
meanwhile, was trading 

at $5.29 per pound this 
week, far below the $7.95 
per pound that PolyMet 
assumed in its latest finan-
cial analysis. A slowdown 
in global economic activ-
ity, particularly in China, 
appears to be affecting 

prices of metals, oil, and 
other basic commodi-
ties, and that could pose 
challenges for PolyMet 
as it seeks to raise the $1 
billion-plus it will need to 
begin mining operations.

REGIONAL – With the 
return of subzero tempera-
tures across the North Country, 
the Minnesota Commerce 
Department is reminding res-
idents that they can apply for 
the state’s Energy Assistance 
Program for help paying their 
heating bills.

For those who have not 
already applied for help this 
heating season, there is still time. 
Households with young children, 
people with disabilities, veterans 
or seniors are especially encour-

aged to apply. The deadline is 
May 31, 2019, but residents are 
urged to apply as soon as possible 
since the funds are limited and 
are awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

The average annual grant 
is $545.

“Energy assistance is an 
essential safety net that can help 
vulnerable Minnesotans avoid 
the cruel choice between buying 
food or medicine and paying the 
heating bill,” said Commerce 
Commissioner Steve Kelley. 

“Heating your home is a neces-
sity in Minnesota, and we don’t 
want anyone’s health or safety 
put at risk because they can’t 
afford to pay for heat.”

The Energy Assistance 
Program serves households that 
earn less than 50 percent of the 
state’s median annual income. 
That translates to $49,698 or 
less for a family of four. It helps 
low-income homeowners and 
renters with heating bills through 
grant money paid directly to their 
utility companies or heating fuel 

vendors. Funds are also available 
to help some homeowners repair 
or replace malfunctioning heat 
systems.

In October, Minnesota 
received about $116 million 
in federal Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
funds for this year’s Energy 
Assistance Program. The 
program is not affected by the 
federal government shutdown.

Last year the Energy 
Assistance Program served 
more than 126,000 Minnesota 

households, including nearly 
56,000 seniors and more than 
8,000 veterans.

Residents in northern St. 
Louis or Lake counties can 
apply for the funds through 
the Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency in Virginia, 
which is one of 29 local agencies 
that administer the funds for the 
state. You can reach the AEOA 
by phone at 1-800-662-5711 or at 
218-749-2912, or visit in person 
at their office located at 702 S 
3rd Ave W, in Virginia. 

Struggling to pay your heating bill? Apply now for help

PUBLIC SAFETY

Many rural highways set to see higher speed limits
REGIONAL— Your trip 

from Tower to Ely could take a 
couple minutes less than before 
as a result of an increase in the 
speed limit on Hwy. 1 that will 
take effect as soon as new speed 
limit signs are in place. 

The increased speed limit 
is part of a statewide effort by 
the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation to boost speeds 
on a total of 5,240 miles of state 
highways based on the recom-
mendations of a five-year study 

released this week. The speeds 
on some rural highways, includ-
ing a large portion of Hwy. 1, 
between Cook, Tower, and Ely, 
will increase from 55 to 60 miles 
per hour under the plan. 

Of the 7,000 miles studied, 
speed limits ultimately will be 
increased on 77 percent of rural, 
two-lane state highways, accord-
ing to the final report. Most of 
the signs posting the new speed 
limits are already in place, with 
the rest expected to be up by 
spring 2019. 

The Minnesota Legislature 

in 2014 mandated that MnDOT 
study all Minnesota two-lane 
roadways with a speed of 55 
miles per hour for possible 
adjustments to speed limits. 

It is the most comprehensive 
study the agency has made in 
terms of miles studied and level 
of detail, according to Nathan 
Drews, engineering specialist in 
the Office of Traffic Engineering.  
The latest changes represent the 
largest system-wide change in 
Minnesota speed limits since the 
national maximum speed limit of 
55 mph was included in President 

Nixon’s Emergency Highway 
Conservation Act bill in 1974. 

The $1.2 million study 
collected travel speed samples 
on each section of roadway and 
evaluated roadway geometrics 
and hazards to determine if a 
speed limit could be changed 
without affecting motorist safety.

The recommendation for 
a speed increase along each of 
these roadways considered the 
speed that 85 percent of motorists 
drive at or below along with an 
evaluation of other factors, such 
as access points, shoulder width, 

vertical grades and crash history.
MnDOT has conducted 

before-and-after studies on many 
roadways that recently increased 
to 60 mph. There was no change 
in the overall 85th percentile 
speed from before the speed 
limit change to after. The mean 
speed, which is the average speed 
of all drivers, increased by one 
mile per hour.

MnDOT plans to study the 
effect of the changes over the 
next several years to ensure these 
roadways continue to operate 
safely. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
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TOWER- Last year this 
mighty little speller conquered 
endure and pliant to take the 
trophy, this year it took now 
sixth-grader Ian Sunsdahl a 
few more rounds, and correctly 
spelling crackle and shivery, to 
take the prize.

Six spellers from grades 
five and six took part in 
this year’s bee, on Jan. 16. 
Fifth-graders Rena Buckanaga, 
Caz Carlson, Chloe Adkis-
son, and Elsie Larson, along 
with sixth-graders Greyson 
Reichensperger and Ian 
Sunsdahl.

After the first four rounds, 
Greyson, Caz, Rena, and Ian 
were still in the race. Round 

five saw Rena miss on the 
word squeeze, and in round 
six, Greyson missed on cue 
and Caz on briefing. Ian 
correctly spelled crackle in 
round six, and then shivery to 
win the bee. Spellers Greyson 
and Caz then had a spell-off to 
break the tie for second place. 
Greyson took second place and 
the alternate spot after correct-
ly spelling prayer, cardboard, 
and obtain. Caz missed in the 
second round of the spell-off 
on portray.

Ian will now compete in 
the Northeast Service Coop’s 
Region 3B Spelling Bee on 
Feb. 7 at the coop building in 
Mt. Iron. The winner of that 
bee moves on to a statewide 
bee.

TS Elementary 
and Nett Lake 
Elementary Ice 
Fishing Day

LAKE VERMILION 
RESERVATION- On 
Tuesday, Feb. 12, about 
30 fifth and sixth-graders 
at the Tower-Soudan El-
ementary and Nett Lake 
Elementary schools will 
get a special cold treat 
– and it’s not ice cream! 
The kids will spend the 
day ice fishing on Everett 
Bay, Lake Vermilion. 

Grilled hot dogs, 
chips, and hot chocolate 
will be served for lunch 
and the kids will get to 
fish in the comfort of 
heated fish houses from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m.
The fun day is spon-

sored by the Lake Ver-
milion Guides League 
and Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino.

Soudan Baptist 
Bible Study moves 
to Thursdays

SOUDAN- The Sou-
dan Baptist Church mid-
week Bible study class 
now meets on Thursdays 
at 1 p.m. The class pre-
viously met on Wednes-
days.

Miranda Kishel 
named to Dean’s 
List at Crookston

REGIONAL- Miran-
da Kishel, of Tower, has 
been named to the Fall 
Semester Dean’s List at 
UM Crookston. Kishel is 
majoring in accounting/
finance. To qualify for a 
place on the Dean’s List, 
students must complete 
12 or more letter-graded 
classes while attaining a 
3.66 grade point average.

Red Hats to meet 
on Feb. 14

TOWER- The North-
ern Red Hat Belles will 
meet on Thursday, Feb. 
14 at the Black Bear Café 
at 12 noon. Please RSVP 
by Monday, Feb. 11 to 
Pam Lundstrom at 218-
753-3006. There will be 
a limited menu to order 
from.

St. Paul’s sets 
annual meeting 
for Jan. 27

SOUDAN-  St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Soudan will 
hold their annual meeting 
on Sunday, Jan. 27 after 
the service. All members 
are encouraged to attend. 
Any questions please call 
Susan Trucano-Precht at 
218-780-1560.

Joint Powers 
Recreation Board 
to meet Jan. 25

TOWER- The Joint 
Powers Recreation Board 
will meet on Friday, Jan. 
25 at 8:30 a.m. at Sulu’s 
in Tower. All requests 
must be made in writing 
to either Julie Suihkonen, 

Clerk of Kugler, or Linda 
Keith, Tower Clerk/Trea-
surer, prior to the meet-
ing.

Chimpy’s Skating 
Parties

SOUDAN- Chimpy’s 
skating parties at the Sou-
dan Rink are now under-
way. 

This weekend, Jan. 
26 and 27, there will 
be skating parties from 
12 noon - 2 p.m. This 
weekend’s parties are 
sponsored by Cherilyn 
and Daniel Eveleth, who 
are summer residents on 
Lake Vermilion.

Children of all ages 
are welcome to stop by 
for skating, fun, and 
food. Loaner skates are 
available in the warming 
shack.

Chimpy is planning 
to host skating parties 
on Saturdays and Sun-
days, weather-permitting, 
during the skating season. 
The warming shack regu-
lar hours are weekdays 
from 4 p.m. to closing, 
and weekends from 11 
a.m. to closing. 

Tower-Soudan 
Athletic 
Association to 
hold annual 
meeting, Jan. 31

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Athletic Asso-
ciation will hold its annu-
al meeting on Thursday, 
Jan. 31, following the end 
of the Vermilion Country 
School Board meeting 
at approximately 6 p.m. 
The meeting will be held 
at the Vermilion Country 
School.

The 2018 officers 
were Marshall Helm-
berger, president; Joan 
Dostert, vice-president; 
and Jodi Summit, treasur-
er. The 2019 officers will 
be elected at the annual 
meeting. Anyone wish-
ing to learn more about 
the group, or to request 
funding, can contact Jodi 
Summit at vcs.charter@
gmail.com.

Friends of 
Vermilion Country 
School hold 
annual meeting on 
Jan. 31

TOWER- Friends 
of Vermilion Country 
School will hold their 
annual meeting on Thurs-
day, Jan. 31 at the Vermil-
ion Country School, at 
approximately 6:15 p.m. 
The group is a booster 
club for the school, and 
all money raised goes to 
support school activities 
and other needs that are 
not funded through the 
regular budget.

The 2018 officers 
were Muriel Scott, pres-
ident; and Jodi Summit, 
treasurer. New officers 
will be elected at the an-
nual meeting.

Friends would like 
to send special thanks to 
the regular adult bingo 
volunteer crew of Muriel 
Scott, Joan Dostert, Jodi 
Summit, and Sheldon 
Majerle. 
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Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

Pictured clockwise from 
top left: Ian Sunsdahl, 
Chloe Adkisson, Caz 
Carlson, Elsie Larson, 
Greyson Reichensperger, 
Rena Buckanaga.
photos by J. Summit

Ian Sunsdahl repeats as 
TS Spelling Bee champ



SOUDAN- The Breitung 
Town Board has approved a de-
sign proposal from Architectural 
Resources Inc. for the township 
building renovations. The firm 
plans to work with the township 
on design and have a final plan re-
view at the March 12 annual meet-
ing. Final bid documents would be 
up for approval at the March 26 
meeting and construction would 
run from May through December.

Cost estimates will not be 
available until late May after con-
tractors have placed bids. ARI will 
charge eight-percent of construc-

tion costs.
At the board meeting on Jan. 

16, Tower Ambulance Director 
Steve Altenburg came to advocate 
for a 100-percent increase in am-
bulance subsidy rates from $15 
per person to $30. Altenburg said 
the ambulance has gone this long 
without a significant increase by 
using money-saving measures, but 
to avoid a significant shortfall in 
the future, residents should vote 
for the rate increase. 

Chairman Tim Tomsich sug-
gested that instead of immediate-
ly doubling the subsidy, a gradu-
al year-by year increase might be 
more pop-lar with Breitung resi-
dents. The residents of Breitung 

will vote on the ambulance subsi-
dy at the annual meeting on March 
12. Area townships served by the 
ambulance service, along with the 
city of Tower, pay an annual sub-
sidy to the service based on the 
number of year-round residents.

The town board will send 
a $1,000 donation to the Tower 
Cemetery Association to fund the 
purchase of a small plot of land 
from Vermilion Housing Corpora-
tion. One of the cemetery’s storage 
buildings was mistakenly built on 
that land. 

The next meeting will be 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 at 6 p.m.
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Week of Jan. 28

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Feb.19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Breitung Town Board-
6 p.m. on Jan. 29

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday,  Feb. 13; March 6, 27
Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule Transfer station
Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

ST. MARTIN’S CATHOLIC YOUTH AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of beverage, 
and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. 
Seniors age 60 and old-
er who have registered 
for the program and 
their partners qualify for 
special pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the 
new Meals on Wheels, 
or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior 
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899. 

Week of Jan. 28
Monday- Chicken 

Chow Mein, Brown Rice
Tuesday- White 

Chicken Chili, Tortilla 
Chips, Bread Stick

Wednesday- Cheese 
and Bean Enchilada

Thursday- Meat-
balls, Mashed Potatoes 
with Gravy, Dinner Roll, 
Vegetable

Friday- BBQ Riblet 
Sandwich, Baked Beans. Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Read us online at www.timberjay.com

Souper Bowl of Caring set for Feb. 3

St. Martin’s Youth are once again hosting a “Souper Bowl of Caring” on Sunday, Feb. 3. The 
students will be serving their homemade booyah from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the St. Martin’s 
Social Hall. Take-out meals will be available, cost is a freewill offering. All money taken in goes 
to the Tower Area Food Shelf. submitted photo

Breitung to present design for town 
hall renovations at annual meeting

Finnlander Bocce Ball Tournament 
set for Saturday, Jan. 26

 

TOWER- The second annual 
Finnlander Bocce Ball Tournament 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 26 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Iron Ore 
Bar parking lot. The games have 
been moved off the harbor due to 
ongoing construction this year.

Cost to enter is $40 per team of 
four players (must be two men and 
two women). All players must be 
18 or older. Cash payout (100 per-
cent of entry fees) goes to the top 

four teams.
Enjoy a winter day sliding on 

the ice. The event is being spon-
sored by the Tower-Soudan Lake 
Vermilion Events Board.

Good Olʼ Days will have their 
food truck on site, offering hot 
food including hamburgers and 
fries, and cold drinks. They will 
also have a tent with a heater set up 
adjacent to the food truck to keep 
participants and spectators warm.

To sign up, see the registration 
forms at Good Ol’ Days, D’Erick’s, 
or Benchwarmers in Tower, or sign 
up on the Facebook page (Tow-
er-Soudan Lake Vermilion Events 
Board). Team pre-registrations are 
preferred, but last-minute teams 
will not be turned away on tourna-
ment day.

For questions, contact Julie 
Johnson at 218-750-7242.

It’s going to be cold out, but bundle up and join the fun at the Iron Ore Bar parking lot on 
Saturday, starting at 9 a.m. file photo

Read It 
Here



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
- Thursdays, 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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ELY WINTER FESTIVAL 2019

In Brief OUR COMMUNITY

INTERNATIONAL WOLF CENTER

Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Jan.  29  -Sgt . 
George Burger - Ely 
Police Department - 
Traffic Safety.

Feb.  5  -  Tim 
Stouffer and Joey 
Koenig – Poetry and 
Music, A Multi-media 
Preview.

Feb. 12 - Emily 
Stone - Adventures in 
Alaska.

Subscribe to the Timberjay 218-753-2950

ELY – According to 
Ely Ambulance Service 
Director Geoffrey Galaski, 
2018 has turned out to be 
our busiest year on record 
with 624 calls for service. 
“Before that, 2012 held 
the record with 553 runs,” 
he said.

Other statistics quoted 
in the January 2019 news-
letter include:

49 percent of EAS 
call volume was from 
hospital transports,up from 
an average of 20 percent 
(207 runs); 

 Patients all over 
the state, including North 
Dakota, have been trans-
ported; 

Mileage – Trans-

ported billable mileage 
(patient in the ambulance) 
has nearly doubled from 
previous years at 21,139. 
“Overall, we added 51,282 
miles to our fleet,” he said; 

EAS responded to 
11 calls outside of their 
service area for mutual 
aid, and  provided 17 ALS 
intercepts to neighboring 
BLS services. 

The busiest days of 
the week are Tuesday and 
Saturday and the busiest 
times of day are 1-2 p.m. 
and 8-9 p.m.; 

 As much as 55 
percent of EAS patients 
were over 60 years of age, 
with 80-89 years of age 
being the highest group 

transported; 
Average response 

t ime (dispatched to 
enroute) for emergency 
calls is 3.51 minutes, 
and the average time it 
takes EAS to arrive on 
scene is 10.44 minutes. 
“Remember, our licensed 
Primary Service Area is 
just over 1,500 square 
miles, one of the largest 
in Minnesota covering two 
counties,” he added. 

Galaski also said that 
2018 marked the first 
full year of independent 
staffing. “As of Oct. 1, 
we are renting a house 
for our staff, that is only 
a few blocks away from 
the ambulance garage 

that we also rent,” he said. 
“We previously rented 
two offices from EBCH 
to serve as bedrooms for 
our staff.”

“The EAS is looking 
at being able to operate out 
of one facility to accom-
modate staff and apparatus 
in the near future. We cur-
rently have 25 employees 
that are certified at the 
EMR, EMT and Paramedic 
levels,” he said. “We are 
excited for the continued 
growth of our organization 
and what 2019 will bring.”

Please visit the EAS 
website for more detailed 
facts, at www.elyambu-
lance.com.

Ely Area Ambulance Service 
records busiest year on record

Ely Free Clinic 
open Mondays

ELY - The Ely 
Community Health 
Center is open every 
Monday evening from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU 
Building, 111 S 4th 
Ave. E.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678., or visit their 
website, www.elycom-
munityhealth.org, or 
Facebook page.

REGIONAL - It was 
clear to the entire audience 
that Narumi Nambu had 
just received the surprise of 
her life, as the advocate for 
wolves in Japan accepted 
an award before her peers 
and heroes.

In a packed hotel ball-
room in Minneapolis during 
the recent International 
Wolf Symposium, Nambu 
was named the recipient of 
the Who Speaks for Wolf 
Award presented by the 
International Wolf Center.

As she walked toward 
the stage to accept the 
award, Nambu’s hands 
covered her mouth in 
excitement.  “I thought it 
was a mistake when I heard 
my name, especially since 
Japan has not approached 
the world level of wolf 
conservation,” she said. 
“Because my country no 
longer has any wolves, 
it can only take from the 
world but cannot recip-
rocate.”

Nambu earned the 
award for her work with the 
Japan Wolf Association. 
She’s an active member 
of the association, which 
aims to have wolves rein-
troduced in Japan. Nambu 
has translated multiple 
wolf books into Japanese, 
researches Japanese atti-
tudes about wolves and 
their possible reintroduc-
tion there, speaks at con-
ferences and publishes in 
a variety of forums.

 “There were many 
researchers and educators 
from all over the world at 
the symposium,” Nambu 
said. “I was walking on air 
when I could speak and talk 
directly with these people. 
There were many experi-
ences and ways to learn at 
the conference other than 
from formal papers about 
human and wolf society. 
At the banquet many of 
my heroes were gathered.”

Dr. L. David Mech, 

the  founder  of  the 
International Wolf Center, 
said, “I have known 
Narumi since the Center’s 
2013 International Wolf 
Symposium, and she is one 
of the most passionate and 
enthusiastic supporters of 
wolf reintroduction into 
Japan.”

This is the first time 
in International Wolf 
Center history that the 
Who Speaks for Wolf 
Award has been given 

to a recipient from Asia. 
The Center’s Executive 
Director, Rob Schultz, 
was thrilled to see Nambu 
earn the award. “Narumi’s 
efforts in Japan illustrate 
that wolves across the 
world play a vital role in 
our ecosystems,” he said. 
“The work she’s doing 
there is all too familiar 
to those who have done 
similar work in North 
America. We’re honored 
to present her with this 
award and thrilled to cel-
ebrate her success in front 
of her peers.”

The Japan Wolf 
Association (JWA) was 
formed in 1993. The JWA 
estimates that animals with 
no natural predators left in 
Japan, mostly sika deer and 
wild boar, have caused the 
equivalent of $1.8 billion 
in agricultural and forestry 
damage to date. 

Preserving the envi-
ronment for future gener-
ations in Japan motivates 
Nambu to continue her 
efforts for wolf reintro-
duction.“I love my own 
country, Japan,” she said. 
“I want to leave the nature 
of Japan in a beautiful con-
dition for the next genera-
tion. In biology I learned 
that wolves are important 
in nature. But Japanese 
society must learn how to 
relate with wild animals. I 
believe that connects with 
the happiness of people in 
the future.”

Wolf advocate honored at symposium
Narumi Nambu presented with Who Speaks for Wolf Award

Narumi Nambu, who works with the Japan 
Wolf Association, was recently honored by the 
International Wolf Center. The organization has 
an interpretative facility in Ely. 
submitted photo

ELY – The Northern 
Lakes Arts Association 
(NLAA) is again spon-
soring an Amateur Snow 
Carving Contest during 
the Ely Winter Festival. 
This year’s contest will 
be held from Feb. 7-10 
with judging on Saturday, 
Feb. 9.

 Participants need to 
enter to reserve one of 
15 4x4 foot snow blocks 
available for carving in 
Whiteside Park over the 
week. The contest is for 
amateur carvers and is 
judged according to the 
following three categories: 
1) Individuals, adult or 
student; 2) Adult groups; 
3) Student groups.

 Rules:
 Fifteen blocks are 

available, one block per 
group, on a “first come first 
served” basis according to 
entry order.

Contestants may carve 
Thursday, Feb. 7 through 
Sunday, Feb. 10 with 
judging on Sunday, Feb. 
10.

No colorants are 
allowed, but the theme is 
wide open for creativity. 
A sign will be left in the 
park for each group or 
individual who should pick 
a block and claim it with 
the sign.

Once you have sub-
mitted an entry, unless 
otherwise notified, you 

are registered for a block. 
There is a $15 fee. All 
fees must be received by 
Feb. 1. If we do not receive 
your fee by then, we will 
cancel your reservation 
and give it to the next group 
on the list.

A few things to 
remember:

 We will try to 
provide the best block we 
can for your use, however, 
we are not responsible for 
the weather conditions, 
or condition of the snow, 
should it warm up.

We will try to make 
the entry categories as fair 
as we can. You must tell 
us who and how many 
are carving, to determine 

your category. (Also, if in 
a youth group category, 
youth should be designing 
and carving the block, not 
adults.)

Once you mark a 
block with the sign, it 
is yours; do not switch 
blocks.

Watch the weather 
forecast and then plan 
your carving around the 
weather and the judging. 
For example, if it is to 
be warm and sunny on 
Thursday, save carving for 
later so that the block does 
not begin to deteriorate 
once carved down.

Reserve a block for amateur snow carving contest
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ELY COMMUNITY RESOURCE

Higher Education

ELY SPACE CAMP

Essay contest deadline is Feb. 9
ELY – The deadline for The Ely Outfitting 

Company’s second annual “Boundary Waters Teen 
Essay Contest” is Saturday, Feb. 9.

The winner receives a fully outfitted, self-guided, 
five-day, canoe-camping adventure in the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW). Up to 
three friends, ages 15 through 18, can join in, but—no 
parents or adult guides are allowed.

The contest is open to current high school soph-
omores, juniors and seniors. Essays should range in 
length from 1,000-1,500 words and respond to the ques-
tion, “Why do you want to go on a parent-free, BWCAW 
canoe-camping adventure with your friends?”

For complete contest details, go online to elyout-
fittingcompany.com/essaycontest. 

In Brief

The 2019 Ely Space Camp was held Friday and Saturday at Grace Tabernacle Church. As part 
of their five-year anniversary, Space Camp organizers hosted a special Friday night for families, 
complete with rocket launches and telescopes. Above, Jessie Gowell, 8, and Naveah Dams, 7, get 
assistance from Julie Baxter in constructing ‘doodle-bots.” photo by K. Vandervort

ELY – A Polka Party 
will be held on Saturday 
from 3-5 p.m. at Amici’s 
Events Center, featuring 
live music by Bernie 
Palcher.

The whole family is 
invited. There is no charge 
for music and snacks. A 
cash bar will be available.

This event is spon-
sored by Northland 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  E l y 
Community Resource, 
Northwoods Partnersand 

Ely Slovenian Union, 
in cahoots with the Ely 
Key Club and Ely Youth 
in Action.

Polka Party Saturday at Amici’s

Ely student graduates from MSCTC
FERGUS FALLS - Andrew Pirkl, of Ely, is 

among the 240 Fall 2018 graduates of Minnesota State 
Community and Technical College.

Pirkl earned an Associates Degree in Applied 
Science and Computer Programming.

Prigge honored at Michigan Tech
HOUGHTON, MICH. -  Michigan Technological 

University, in Houghton, Mich., has released the Dean’s 
List for the 2018 fall semester. More than 1,800 students 
were named to the Dean’s List last fall.

Among the honorees are Seth W. Prigge, of Ely, 
who is studying Mechanical Engineering.

To be included, students must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher.

Founded in 1885, Michigan Technological 
University is a public research university, home to more 
than 7,000 students from 60 countries. Their campus in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula overlooks the Keweenaw 
Waterway and is just a few miles from Lake Superior.

Students graduate from St. Scholastica
DULUTH - The College of St. Scholastica  

announced its list of conferred graduates for Fall 2018. 
They include the following local students:

-Sarah Anderson of Ely. Anderson graduated 
Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

-Kathleen Udovich of Ely. Udovich graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Hoarfrost in Ely is ‘magical’ occurance
Hoarfrost is a deposit of ice crystals on objects 

exposed to the free air, 
such as grass blades, 
tree branches, leaves, or 
in this case pine needles, 
as photographed recently 
by Jaime Brennan in Ely. 

The phenomenon 
is formed by direct 
condensation of water 
vapor to ice at tempera-
tures below freezing 
and occurs when air is 
brought to its frost point 
by cooling. Hoar frost is 
a rare weather occurrence, but has formed around Ely 
several times this winter. 

A Valentine factory
Ely-area children designed and produced Valentine greetings for nursing home and assisted liv-
ing residents Tuesday at Ely Community Resource. Above, hearts, markers, stickers and colored 
paper were all available for creating a special card. Below left, Mattie Lindsey and Stella Koivisto 
concentrate on their project. Below right, Moxie Lindsey pauses for a smile. 
photos by K. Vandervort

The Veterinarian Technician program and 
the rest of Vermilion Community College 
is back in session for the second semes-
ter. A couple of Vet Tech students, Bailee 
Thorp and Katelyn DeRosier, were so excited 
to be back, they wore costumes to class. 
submitted photo

Co-dependents meets Friday
ELY – The Ely co-dependents support group meets 

Fridays at noon at St. Anthony’s Church in Classroom 
3. Use west side entrance.



Crane Lake has 
entered the January Deep 
Freeze!  Temps have 
been in the deep minuses 
below zero at night and 
barely, if at all, reached 
zero during the daytime.  

Destin, Fla., has also 
been cold; it reached 36 
degrees one night with 
daytime highs in the 40s 
to 50s. Cold temps all 
over!!!

Warm companion-
ship, however, can be 
found if you attend Bingo 
at the Voyagaire, starting 
Jan. 24.  This year they 
will feature a different 
Bingo Burger each week 
with “more” for $10.95.  
Bingo games will begin 

at 6 pm. You can enjoy 
a Winter of Giving, as 
$1 from every burger or 
beer during Bingo will 
be donated to various 
organizations to aid those 

with special concerns 
this year.  This is where 
the warm feeling comes 
in—even if you “lose”, 
you “win” by knowing 
that you are helping out 
someone in the com-
munity.  The organiza-
tions receiving donations 
are: 1/24 Zup’s Grocery 
Store, 1/31: Blackwoods 
Blizzard Tour- Ride for 
ALS, 2/7: Jake Ulen’s 
Medical Expenses, 2/14: 
Cook Food Shelf, 2/21: 
Crane Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department/EMS, 
2/28: Voyageur Coun-
try ATV Club, 3/7: Girl 
Scouts (Cookies for sale).

Be a sport—have 

fun, help someone out, 
and you may even win 
at Bingo.  What a great 
way to spend a Thursday 
evening!

As we now have 
a pretty good start on the 
last year of this decade, 
there are certain Laws 
that you should be aware 
of.  There is the Doc-
tor Law—if you don’t 
feel well and you make 
an appointment to go to 
the doctor, by the time 
you get there, you’ll 
feel better—but don’t 
make an appointment and 
you’ll stay sick.  Then 
there is the Law of Com-
mercial Marketing Strat-

egy—as soon as you find 
a product that you like, 
they will stop making 
it.  Then there is anoth-
er related Law that is 
along that line which 
states:  If the clothes fit, 
they’re ugly!   The Dames 
bet you’ve experienced 
this one:  The Variation 
Law, which is that if you 
change checkout lines or 
traffic lanes, the one you 
were in will always move 
faster than the one you 
are in now.

Bob Anderson is 
home from the hospital 
to continue his recovery.  
Speedy return to normal, 
Bob.  Tom Rukavina’s 

large funeral was last 
week, in spite of the 
extremely frigid temps.  
RIP, Tommy!  Prayers 
for all who are recovering 
from illness or distress at 
this time.  May resolu-
tions to your worries be 
swift and bring comfort 
to you and your families.

Let us hear from you! 
Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax at 218-757-
3533 or by phone to 
Sandy at 218-757-3233 
and it will be added.

Until next week, the 
Teapot Dames are sing-
ing off!

Winter Reading 
Programs

COOK -  The Cook 
Public Library is ready 
for winter, offering pro-
grams and events for 
all ages.  The programs 
kicked off in January and 
run through March.

 Adult Winter Read-
ing:

Curl up with a good 
book and enter to win 
prizes during the Winter 
Reading Program. Prize 
entry tickets will be giv-
en for each book or audio 
book checked out from 
the Cook Public Library.  
This includes items re-
quested from other librar-
ies.  Write your name, 
phone number and prize 
number on your ticket 
and turn it in at the front 
desk.  Prize bundles are 
on display at the library. 
Drawings for prizes will 
be held on March 13.

Teen Winter Chal-
lenge (Grades 7 – 12):

Check out 25 books 
or more and get an in-
vite to an all-day Satur-
day party at the library in 
March. 

Preschool – Sixth-
Grade Reading Chal-
lenge:

Every time a child 
checks out a book she 
or he will receive a mit-
ten cutout to hang in the 
library window.  If 400 
mittens are in the win-
dows by March 8, we’ll 
have a pizza party at the 
library.

Winter Events at 
NWFA Gallery

COOK - North-
woods Friends of the Arts 
(NWFA) Gallery winter 
hours for viewing the ex-
hibits and shopping are 
in effect now until April:  
Thursday and Friday, 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. and Satur-
day, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

 New Painting Class 
to register for.

“A Study in Light 
and Color” presented by 
Thomas Chapman from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. Open to 
adults using  any media.  
Bring your own mate-
rials. Necessary colors: 
red, yellow, blue, white 
and black. 

You must register 
with Tom Chapman at  
218-750-4416 or tom@
artfromgodsheart.com. 

Make a red cardi-
nal pincushion at North-
woods Friends of the 
Arts Gallery in Cook on 
Thursday, Feb. 14 with 
Susan Archbold from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Susan Archbold of 
Range Print Shop and 
General Store, will teach 
a class how to make a 
Needle Felted Cardinal 
Pincushion.  The kit cost 
is $15 paid to Susan when 

the class begins.  Please 
pre-register for the class 
with Alberta Whitenack 
at 666-2153.

Aside from Feb. 
16, every Saturday is 
Open Studio Art Space 
at NWFA Gallery from 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Note 
the ending time is 12:30 
to  accommodate transi-
tion to the writers group.

Woodcarvers For Be-
ginners to Expert meets  
every Tuesday night at 6 
p.m. at the gallery.

Grocery delivery 
services offered in 
Cook

COOK - Registra-
tions are being taken 
here for a grocery de-
livery service following 
the fire at Zup’s Grocery. 
The program, offered by 
the AEOA, is for seniors 
60 years of age or older. 
Registrations will be tak-
en over the phone by call-
ing the agency at 1-800-
662-5711 ext. 6899.

Empty Bowl event 
at North Woods

FIELD TWP - North 
Woods is celebrating their 
seventh year of Empty 
Bowl. This year it will be 
on  Friday, Feb. 22, from 
4:30-7 p.m. in the North 
Woods Commons. To 
switch it up this year stu-
dents made more bowls 
on the pottery wheel than 
ever before, along with 
decorative plates! You’ll 
want to get to the event 
early because bowls made 
on the pottery wheel sell 
very fast! 

This year, Miss Min-
nesota’s Outstanding 
Teen, Eden Webb, will 
also be in attendance. She 
will be providing free au-
tographs and taking pic-
tures. So, be sure to bring 
the entire family along. 
As usual, there will be 
plenty of soups and des-
serts to chose from. One 
bowl costs $10. In return 
you get a soup meal and 
get to keep the handmade 
bowl. All of the proceeds 
are given to the food 
shelf. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

New Women’s 
Study Announced

COOK - Area ladies 
were enthused when they 
gathered Monday, Jan. 21 
to review a DVD by Lysa 
Terkeurst, Christian writ-
er, speaker and founder of 
Proverbs 31 Ministries. 
The six-session DVD en-
titled “It’s Not Supposed 
to Be This Way: Find-
ing Unexpected Strength 
When Disappointments 
Leave You Shattered” is 
an easy study because it’s 
DVD-based and no read-
ing is required during the 

weekdays between each 
session. Perfect for keep-
ing your energy up on 
these frigid wintry days!

Cook Covenant 
Women welcome area 
women to gather with 
them in the church start-
ing Monday, Jan. 28 at 11 
a.m. to watch the week-
ly series and discuss the 
session together.  Coffee, 
teas and munchies will be 
provided.  The public is 
invited.  Come in the west 
back door of the church.

Cook Senior 
Citizens Club

COOK - The Cook 
Seniors meet monthly on 
the first Wednesday at 1 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Nancy at 666-
2726 or Lois at 666-5578.

Arrowhead Library 
System digital 
magazine        

REGIONAL- Ar-
rowhead Library System, 
in partnership with Re-
corded Books, is happy 
to announce the launch 
of the digital eMagazine 
Collection. Digital Mag-
azines offers full-color, 
interactive digital mag-
azines for anytime, any-
where reading on desk-
tops, mobile devices, and 
apps. Patrons can browse 
the collection of over 120 
popular magazines with 
no holds, no checkout pe-
riods, and no limit to the 
number of magazines you 
can download. Collection 
features include:

Online reading: 
Check out magazines and 
read them instantly on 
your desktop or mobile 
browser, or check out 
and download magazines 
through mobile apps.

Mobile apps: 
Download and read mag-
azines on mobile devices, 
including iOS (Apple), 
Android, and Kindle 
Fireª/HD/HDX.

Current issues: 
New issues are often 
released simultaneously 
to the print edition or with 
a slight delay to allow for 
formatting issues. New 
issues appear automati-
cally in the library’s col-
lection once available and 
are ready for immediate 
checkout.

Easy browsing and 
checkout: Browse your 
library’s collection by 
newest issue, keyword 
search, genre and lan-
guage to find your favor-
ites and to discover new 
reading interests.

Helpful notifica-
tions: Sign up for week-
ly email reminders about 
your favorite magazines.
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HEALTH CARECommunity Notices

Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

 ST. PAUL — Twen-
ty-five hospital trustees 
from across Minneso-
ta were recognized for 
earning certification 
through the Minneso-
ta Hospital Association 
(MHA) trustee certifica-
tion program. The com-
prehensive certification 
process prepares hos-
pital trustees to effec-
tively meet the growing 
demands of serving on a 
hospital board and to be 
strong health care and 
community leaders.

 By participating in 
MHA’s voluntary certifi-
cation program, hospital 
trustees receive training 
on current health care 
trends, governance best 
practices, ethics, gov-
ernment regulations, pa-
tient safety and quality. 
Participants undergo 35 
hours of coursework, 
making Minnesota’s ini-
tiative the most compre-
hensive in the nation.

 Trustees who have 
completed MHA board 
certification are eligi-
ble to participate in an 
additional eight hours 
of coursework to obtain 
advanced certification, 
which provides edu-
cation to ensure excel-
lence, innovation and 
accountability in health 
care governance.

 “In Minnesota, 
more and more hospi-
tal trustees are formally 

preparing themselves to 
address the complex is-
sues facing hospitals and 
health systems today,” 
said Lawrence Mas-
sa, MHA president and 
CEO. “Our trustee certi-
fication program proac-
tively ensures that hospi-
tal leaders are equipped 
to make good decisions. 
Earning certification 
demonstrates a trustee’s 
commitment to the pa-
tients and communities 
the hospital serves.”

 Newly certified 
trustees include:

Bigfork Valley Hos-
pital: George Rounds

Community Memo-
rial Hospital, Cloquet: 
David Hall, Lee R. Olsen

Essentia Health, Du-
luth: Dean Ager

E s s e n t i a 
Health-Sandstone: Ron-
ald Osladil

Essentia Health-St. 
Joseph’s Medical Cen-
ter, Brainerd: Chuck Al-
brecht

Lake Region Health-
care, Fergus Falls: John 
Erickson

Lakewood Health 
System, Staples: Chris-
tine S. Albrecht, M.D., 
FAAFP

Mille Lacs Health 
System, Onamia: Dennis 
Burr, Wendy Kafka, Bet-
sy Lundquist

Pipestone County 
Medical Center: Daniel 
Wildermuth

Ridgeview Medical 
Center, Waconia: Kath-
erine Roehl

Tri-County Health 
Care, Wadena: Ryan L. 
Anderson, Terry Davis.

Trustees obtaining 
advanced certification 
include:

Alomere Health, Al-
exandria: Dian Rae Lo-
pez, Owen Miller

Community Memo-
rial Hospital, Cloquet: 
Kevin Toboleski

Cook Hospital & 
Care Center: Michael 
Enzmann, Eric Pederson

Lake Region Health-
care, Fergus Falls: Debra 
Ferguson

Lake View Hospi-
tal, Two Harbors: John 
Strange

Perham Health: Eu-
gene Jahnke, Terry Mar-
thaler

Swift County-Ben-
son Health Services: Joe 
Fox.

 For more informa-
tion about MHA’s hos-
pital trustee certification 
program, visit www.mn-
hospitals.org/trustees.

 The Minnesota 
Hospital Association 
represents 142 hospi-
tals and health systems, 
which provide quality 
care for their patients 
and meet the needs of 
their communities.

Cook Hospital trustees 
among those receiving 
advanced certifications

Trustees receiving advanced certifications. submitted photo

SWCD annual tree 
sale begins now;
order early for 
best selection!

REGIONAL- Small 
trees are available to 
order for your spring 
planting needs. Take 
your choice of over 20 
varieties of shrubs, decid-
uous trees, and conifers 
in bundles of 15 or 25 
from the North St. Louis 

Soil and Water Conser-
vation District’s annual 
tree sale.

All are reasonably 
priced between $30 and 
$45 per bundle. New this 
year are river birch, black 
chokeberry, serviceberry, 
and peachleaf willow. 
Plantskydd and Repellex 
brands of organic ani-
mal repellent products 
are also available to help 
keep the critters away. 

Deadline to order is 

May 6. Pickup will be 
in Eveleth on May 9 and 
10.  For questions about 
what types of trees to 
plant on your property, 
contact our forester, Beth 
Kleinke at 218-730-8002. 
Order forms and more 
information are available 
at www.nslswcd.org, via 
email to info@nslswcd.
org or by call or text to 
218-749-2000.
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Wi-Fi hotspots available for checkout 
at Cook Library

COOK- The Cook Public Library now owns five 
wireless hotspots available for check out. A hotspot 
is a portable Wi-Fi device that allows you to connect 
your computer, tablet, smart phone and other devices 
to the Internet.

Hotspot Terms of Use
Eligibility: Borrowers must have an Arrow-

head Library System library card. This card must be 
in good standing.  Borrowers must sign the Hotspot 
User Agreement at check out. If under 18, a borrower 
must have a parent or caregiver sign the Hotspot User 
Agreement at check out.

Check Out Terms: The hotspot loan period is 
seven days. Hotspots cannot be renewed. Hotspots 
circulate only from the Cook Public Library. Hotspots 
are not available for interlibrary loan. Internet ser-
vice will be disconnected if the hotspot is overdue. 
Hotspots cannot be used outside of the United States.

Check In Terms: Hotspots cannot be placed in 
the overnight drop. Hotspots must be returned to the 
circulation counter. All items listed on the packing 
slip must be returned at the time of check in.

Coverage Area: Disclaimer: The hotspot relies 
on an AT&T 4G signal. There may be some areas 
without coverage.

Mail-A-Book services available
REGIONAL- As the 

cold winter approaches 
and driving can be dif-
ficult, paperback books, 
DVDs, and audio books 
on CD can arrive in your 
mailbox. 

The Mail-A-Book 
service from the Arrow-
head Library System 
(ALS) loans paperback 
books and other items 
via the U.S. Mail, free of 
charge. This tax-support-
ed service delivers library 
items directly to your 
mailbox, including the 
cost of postage. They ar-
rive in a canvas bag with 
a return label and prepaid 
return postage. 

Who is eligible for 
this service?  Rural resi-
dents and people who live 
in a city without a public 
library. Paper catalogs 
listing more than 1,000 
items are sent out twice 
a year to more than 2,250 
households. If you are 
interested in cooking, au-
dio books on CD, DVDs, 
inspirational books, or 

children’s items, they 
also have catalogs listing 
the titles available from 
Mail-A-Book. Do you 
have a favorite author? 
Mail-A-Book can provide 
you with a list of avail-
able titles by that author. 
Also, Mail-A-Book items 
are listed in the regional 
online catalog via the In-
ternet at www.alslib.info/
online_catalog/.

Items can be ordered 
by postcard, e-mail, 
phone, or a form on the 
ALS website at www.
alslib.info/ services/ 
mail-a-book and mail-
book@alslib.info, or 
218-741-3840. 

Find Mail-A-Book 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/alslibinfo.

If you need “large 
print” reading materials, 
the Arrowhead Library 
System has a collection 
of large print books.

Mail-A-Book staff 
are always happy to re-
spond to your questions.

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrow-

head Library System Bookmobile. 
Jan. 31; Feb. 21; Mar. 14
Nett Lake – Community Center      9:30-

10:15 a.m.
Crane Lake 

– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 
2:30 p.m.

K a b e t o g -
ama – Town 
Hall  3:15 - 3:45 
p.m.                       

For further information on the Bookmo-
bile or Mail-A-Book services, write or call the 
Arrowhead Library System, 5528 Emerald 
Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768  218-741-3840, or 
check our website at www.alslib.info.
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Meet Mrs. April Glass
Principal John Vukmanich interviews a selection of 
educators and coaches at the North Woods School

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less
Stop in & Compare

A 
Tradition
of Trust

•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by

Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

Briefly

This week we con-
tinue our teacher inter-
views with Mrs. April 
Glass.

Mr. V:Where are 
you originally from and 
where did you go to high 
school and college?

Mrs. G: I grew up 
in Cook right on Lake 
Vermilion! I graduated 
from Cook High School 
and went on to Hibbing 
CC for two years. Then, I 
transferred over to Bem-
idji State to finish my 
Elementary. Ed degree.  
My Master’s Degree was 
completed through St. 
Kate’s University.  

Mr. V: Were there 
teachers who were an 
influence on you?  Please 
name a few if you can. 

Mrs. G: I had so 
many great teachers! I 
loved my second grade 
teacher, Mrs. Niemi.  I 
also really enjoyed Mrs. 
Panichi in the fourth 
grade. In High School, 
I enjoyed Mrs. Popel-
ka’s English class. My 
first teaching job was in 
Mitchell, S.D., and I had 
a great mentor teacher, 
Karla Koons.

Mr. V: What char-
acteristics did these 
teachers have that were 
important to you?

Mrs. G: Mrs. 
Niemi was always very 
calm and nurturing. It 
felt like a fun and safe 
place to learn and take 
risks. Mrs. Panichi did 
a lot of hands-on learn-
ing and we did lots of 
cooperative group work, 
and  Mrs. Popelka was 
very professional and I 
enjoyed English. Karla 
was just an exceptional 

Kindergarten teacher- 
warm, caring, fun, and 
so helpful my first two 
years! She was a great 
partner to work with and 
I learned so much from 
her.   

Mr. V: What do you 
teach at North Woods?

Mrs. G: I teach 2nd 
grade and I love it!  I 
started my career in kin-
dergarten, then moved 
to some multi-age K/1 
and 1/2 classes. I even 
team-taught a Pre-K-2nd 
grade combination, and 
as crazy as it sounds, it 
was a really good experi-
ence. But- my heart is in 
2nd grade! 

Mr. V: Why did you 
choose teaching as a pro-
fession?

Mrs. G: I just love 
working with little ones. 
I always have!  How 
lucky am I to be the one 
who gets to watch as they 
learn and grow togeth-
er? Every day I get to 
see a light bulb turn on 
for students, watch them 
befriend each other, and 
think about the impact 
they will have on the 
world someday.  

Mr. V: What are 
your hobbies?

Mrs. G: Spending 
time with family and 
friends!  My own kids 
are just getting to the 
ages where we start run-
ning around and chasing 
them, they are keeping 
me busy!  Summers are 
filled with swimming 
and boating, and I enjoy 
playing the piano from 
time to time too, though 
I’m pretty rusty.  

Mr. V: What is 
something you really like 
about North Woods? 

Mrs. G: I could list 
a bunch of things here. 
We have such wonder-
ful students and families!  
When I go out some-
where in town, it’s so 
nice to see former and 
current students/fami-
lies and get in a quick 
visit. I have awesome 
coworkers; we can visit 
and learn from each other 
professionally, but many 
of these coworkers are 
friends outside of school. 
I also love that I get to 
sneak a peek at my own 
kids each day, and of 
course working with my 
sister is a bonus!  

Mr. V: What is a pro-
fessional goal for you?

Mrs: G: I don’t 

know if it’s so much of 
a professional goal, but a 
personal goal is to make 
connections with each 
and every student who 
walks through my door.  

Mr. V: What is 
something you love 
about northern MN?

Mrs. G: Well, my 
whole family lives up 
here- and that’s pretty 
special.   We spend lots 
of our days together on 
the lake- boating and 
swimming- and you real-
ly can’t have a bad day 
on Lake Vermilion!  

Mr. V: What is a 
piece of advice you’d 
give your students? 

Mrs. G: Just Be 
Kind.

Mr. V: Do you have 
a favorite saying or 
expression?

Mrs. G:  I like a 
quote from Audrey 
Hepburn, ‘As you grow 
older, you will discover 
that you have two hands, 
one for helping yourself, 
and the other for helping 
others.’   

Mr. V: What do you 
hope that your students 
will remember you for? 

Mrs. G: It sounds cli-
che, but I really do hope 
they each remember how 
much I care for them. 

Thank you, Mrs. 
Glass, for letting us get 
to know you a little better 
this week.  Thank you, 
too, for all of the posi-
tivity you bring to our 
school and our kids!

Go Grizzlies!
Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

JOHN
VUKMANICH

APRIL
GLASS

DULUTH - Basket-
maker Cathryn Peters 
from Angora was one of 
26 artists selected for the 
62nd Arrowhead Region-
al Biennial Exhibit which 
features juried artwork 
from the Upper Midwest 
produced within the past 
five years. 

The opening recep-
tion on Thursday, Jan.24, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. will in-
clude announcements 
of three awards totaling 
$2,000 in cash prizes. 
The show is held at the 
John Steffl Gallery in 

the Duluth Art Institute 
in Duluth and runs form 
Jan. 24 until April 15. 

The Arrowhead Re-
gional Biennial cele-
brates a dynamic range 
of artwork produced in 
the upper Midwest. The 
Biennial is open to art-
ists residing in Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, North 
and South Dakota, Iowa, 
Michigan, and Ontario, 
Canada. 

Juror Jerha Patrick, 
tasked with identify-
ing works from over 70 
submissions, echoes the 

vibrancy of our region 
in her selection. Patrick, 
Director and Curator of 
Macalester College’s 
Law Warschaw Gallery, 
explains “The 26 artists 
in the 62nd Arrowhead 
Regional Biennial are 
making work in response 
to place and present mo-
ment: the environs of the 
North, current events 
and politics, and their 
identities. They are lo-
cating themselves in the 
Midwest — the North—
where they look out to 
their backyards, their 

city, and their nation.”
Peters' wall basket 

sculpture Silent Whispers 
from the East is over three 
feet wide and over three 
feet high. It was made in 
2018, woven using dyed 
and natural round reed on 
a framework of two nat-
urally shed fallow deer 
antlers. The exhibit cat-
alogue will be available 
for purchase following 
the event. 

Angora artist honored at Duluth exhibit
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RUKAVINA...Continued from page 1

knew what a hard-ass he 
could be… can I say that 
in a Catholic church?” 
Vic said. “But underneath 
that tough love and rough 
demeanor we all knew was 
a very loving individual 
who cared greatly about his 
family, his friends, constit-
uents, and working-class 
people,” said Vic. “And 
Tim Pawlenty, he even 
cared about you,” he 
added, prompting plenty of 
laughter as he made note of 
the former governor, long 
one of Rukavina’s favorite 
political targets, who was 
seated near the front. 

Vic described life 
growing up on the rural 
Pike Township homestead 
that has been the family’s 
base of operations for 
decades. Besides the many 
chores typical of rural 
life, he remembers how 
he and his sister Ida were 
responsible for handling 
constituent phone calls 
that came to their home 
phone when their father 
was at the Legislature in St. 
Paul, or off at some other 
political function. “We 
would not only take notes 
and transcribe answering 
machine messages for him, 
we would also talk with 
constituents, who often-
times seemed oblivious to 
the fact they were speaking 
to children,” he recalled.

Vic recalled the many 

things he learned from his 
father, including lessons 
of his roots, how to work 
in the woods, and even, 
unintentionally, how to 
swear to Croatian, which 
nearly gave his grandfather 
Benny a heart attack. “You 
taught me to respect my 
elders and my community. 
You taught me the trees 
and the wild animals on our 
property. You taught us 

how to grow food, to hunt, 
to fish, and to be sustain-
able. You taught me about 
camping in the beautiful 
Boundary Waters.” And in 
a reflection of Rukavina’s 
political philosophy, Vic 
recalled: “You taught 
us that the janitor who 
cleans the hospital is just 
as important as the doctor 
who practices medicine 
there.”

Rukavina’s brother 
Mark recalled what it was 
like growing up with an 
older brother who seemed 
to take pleasure, at times, 
in tormenting his younger 
sibling, whom Tom nick-
named “Cry Baby.”

“And then he did 
things to me that ensured 
that I lived up to the name,” 
Mark said.

It was a personal-
ity trait that seemed to 
follow Rukavina, who 
relished tweaking fellow 
politicians, throughout his 
political career.  “Growing 
up, it was not lost on me 
that Tommy didn’t really 
have the rule thing down,” 
said Mark. “He was mis-
chievous and he excelled at 
challenging our parents.” 
Rukavina had also, at 
one point, convinced his 
younger brother that he 
had been adopted and that 
if he didn’t behave, his 
parent would send Mark 
back. “And I still loved 
the guy,” said Mark, sug-
gesting it might have been 
an example of “Stockhom 
syndrome.”

Mark told of their 
childhood on Virginia’s 
north side and how they 
could listen, for hours, to 
the stories of the Croatian, 
Italian, and Finnish immi-
grants who had come 
to America and the Iron 
Range for the opportunity 
for a better life. It was a 
recurring theme through-
out Saturday’s funeral, one 
that his family emphasized 
by handing out a copy of 
Rukavina’s last political 
statement, a letter to the 
editor of the Timberjay 
published last month, 
about the recent immi-
grants who were providing 
his care while he battled his 
leukemia at the University 
of Minnesota medical 
center. Mark called it 
Tom’s final message: 
“Hate helps no one. Love 
solves everything.”

Longtime friend Gary 
Cerkvenik echoed that 
theme in his own recollec-
tions. “We are all immi-
grants in some shape or 
form, and Tom welcomed 
new immigrants with an 

enthusiasm that is rare in 
the political class.” 

Cerkvenik said he 
had been Rukavina’s 
second choice to deliver 
remarks at his funeral. 
“He really wanted to do 
it himself,” he joked. The 
only instruction he said 
Rukavina offered him 
was to keep his remarks 
under an hour and to wear 
an American-made suit, 
shirt, and shoes. “That’s 
what he was about. Tom 
took jobs and unions seri-
ously because, as he said, 
when good people have 
good jobs, problems go 
away. And unions brought 
America the middle class. 
And he really believed it.”

Cerkvenik noted that 
during his 26 years in the 
Legislature, Rukavina 
never lost his humili-
ty. While many at the 
Capitol would seek out 
those in power, Cerkvenik 
recalls how Rukavina 
would almost daily seek 
out the average workers, 
the janitors and cafeteria 
workers, all of whom he 
knew by name. He said 
he was recently reminded 
that it was Rukavina who 
carried the bill allowing 
House and Senate staff 
members to unionize. “He 
was their advocate,” he 
said, a position that came 
naturally from Rukavina’s 
working class roots. “His 
employment set him apart 
from most politicians at 
this level; he was a garbage 
truck driver, steelworker, 
logger, lawmaker. There is 
a working class and Tom 
was in it.”

And despite the fact 
that his political leanings 
frequently put him at 
odds with Republicans, 
and even more conserva-
tive members of his own 
party, he never lost sight 
of the fact that when the 
politic fights were over, 
it was still possible to be 
friends. Cerkvenik said 
Rukavina was touched 
when he returned to the 
Capitol after his retirement 
from the Legislature and 
was invited to meet with 
the Republican caucus to 
say hi and remember past 

political battles. “He had 
no enemies, only spar-
ring partners,” Cerkvenik 
recalled.  “We know he 
was a character, but he had 
character.”

Cerkvenik recounted 
just a few of the 529 bills 
that Rukavina had spon-
sored during his time in 
the Legislature, including 
some significant accom-
plishments, such as a 
plant-closing bill that 
required mining com-
panies to maintain their 
plants in the wake of 
closures. The law likely 
made it possible for two of 
the current taconite oper-
ations on the Iron Range 
to reopen after previous 
owners walked away.

He recalled, as well, 
one of Rukavina’s most 
unlikely achievements, 
suggesting that divine 
intervention may have 
played a role in his suc-
cessful passage of a state 
minimum wage increase, 
one that Gov. Pawlenty 
ultimately agreed to sign.

Cerkvenik eventually 
returned to the less public 
side of Rukavina’s life, 
recalling how Rukavina 
vetted his newfound love 
interest, Jean, who his 
longtime friend Scott 
Asbach had brought to his 
house one day, about ten 
years ago, for an introduc-
tion. While Rukavina was 
at the height of his political 
influence, Cerkvenik said 
it was the other side of him 
that attracted Jean. “She 
fell in love with the guy 
who knew every tree on 
his land, who hand -built 
his own house with the 
lumber he harvested, who 
cleared and worked his 
garden, who had so much 
love for his friends and his 
children and their family, 
and neither of them cared 
much about money.”

In remembrance, his 
family is asking that dona-
tions be made to the Tom 
Rukavina Scholarship 
Fund, c/o Mesabi Range 
College Foundation, 1001 
W Chestnut St., Virginia, 
MN 55792.

TOWER...Continued from page 1
modified, would amount to 
about $50,000.

R e p r e s e n t i n g 
Northeast Range, Chris 
Koivisto backed Swanson.

“It isn’t that much to 
keep the teacher there,” he 
said. “It sends the wrong 
message.”

Yet, board member 
from South Ridge, Chet 
Larson, questioned why 
Tower was still even open 
since the school has the 
lowest enrollment in the 
district.

“How long are we 
going to even support 
Tower?” he asked “It’s an 
expensive school to run.”

Larson asked what 
message it sent to the other 
district schools that Tower 
was allowed to have the 
funding it does.

Swanson countered 
and said being able to 
keep their teacher was a 
small price to pay com-
pared to recent multi-mil-
lion dollar investments at 
South Ridge and Cherry.

“We’re talking about 
a community here,” 
Koivisto said. “We should 
be supporting this commu-
nity. We can afford this.”

“At the expense of 
everyone else,” Larson 
countered. “If they’re a 
star school, why don’t the 
students come?”

“They used to have 
a K-12 school and now 
they have a K-6 school,” 
Swanson replied. “People 
want to stay with their 
families.”

Swanson said the 
referendum that consoli-
dated the schools wasn’t 
working, and that students 
were being bled out of the 
northeast part of the dis-
trict because of the lack of 
high school options.

He said the decision to 
close the high school left 
few good options in the 
community for families 
that want to keep their kids 
together in one school. 

He said, neverthe-
less, the community stood 

behind the school. 
Koivisto said the 

schools in the area were 
institutions that were 
helping the communities, 
and that the towns were 
behind their students and 
teachers. Koivisto said 
keeping the half-time 
equivalent position in the 
school would be a show of 
support from the district to 
the community.

“If the community was 
supporting the school,” 
said Orr area board 

member Pat Christensen, 
“we’d have better enroll-
ment.”

In the end, Koivisto 
and Swanson were the lone 
votes against the plan, with 
all other board members 
present voting in favor of 
the cut.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
meeting, Swanson and 
Johnson said the district 
has no plans to close the 
Tower-Soudan School in 
the future. 

Tom Rukavina’s son, Vic, described his life 
growing up in Pike Township, Saturday, at his 
father’s funeral service. photo by M. Helmberger
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SHUTDOWN...Continued from page 1

services could be affected 
through a reduction in 
office hours by staff. 

“We want to instill 
in our employees that 
everyone has an important 
position, but right now we 
need be more conservative 
to make our money last,” 
Chavers said. “There is a 
misconception that tribes 
have money. Bois Forte 
is not one of those tribes.”

According to Chavers,  
tribal officials have prior-
itized which services to 
spare from cutting for now, 
including elder care and 
forthcoming scholarship 
opportunities for gradu-
ating high school seniors.

While the state has 
been helping make up 
some of the funding gap, 
providing needed cash 
flow  programs like SNAP, 
Chavers said it’s anyone’s 
guess whether the tribe and 
other social service pro-
grams will be reimbursed 
at the end of the shutdown.

While lawmakers in 
Washington have voted 
to provide back pay for 
federal employees, no 
such commitment has 
been made on replenishing 
state and tribal coffers for 
funds they’ve expended to 
keep programs temporarily 
afloat.

“We’ve talked with 
Sen. Tina Smith (D),” 
Chavers said. “She has 
been advocating for the 
tribes in regard to the 
shutdown, but it’s being 
shot down by the GOP. No 
one knows which programs 
will be reimbursed. It’s a 
terrible situation to be in.”

Chavers said Lt. Gov. 
Peggy Flanagan has also 
been in touch with tribes 
to see where the state can 
step up aid, even if it is only 
temporary.

For now, the tribe is 
working with its Fortune 

Bay Resort Casino to try 
and get some of the laid off 
workers temporary income 
and benefits during the 
shutdown. Chavers said 
the casino is filling some 
of its open positions with 
out-of-work tribal employ-
ees. The agreement allows 
for the workers to forgo 
the standard probationary 
period for benefits, so fam-
ilies won’t have a lapse in 
health coverage.

Chavers has asked 
other local politicians to put 
pressure on Washington to 
end the shutdown, and 
she hopes with enough 

pressure the shutdown will 
come to an end.

According to Chavers, 
tribes across the country 
are working with the BIA 
to create new federal 
policies that would make 
funding for critical tribal 
services non-discretionary 
and therefore not subject to 
suspension in the event of 
a shutdown.

Chavers said such a 
move would better honor 
treaties and trust in place 
between tribes and the 
federal government.

REGIONAL - Nearly 
half a million Minnesotans 
could lose their SNAP 
(food assistance) benefits 
at the end of February if 
the federal government 
shutdown persists.

A l r e a d y ,  t h e 
Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency 
(AEOA) is advising 
those who receive ben-
efits under the program 
to make plans and con-
serve their February ben-
efits, which were released 
ahead of schedule over the 
weekend.

“People need to be 

cognizant of the fact that 
if they have used their 
January benefits, the 
February ones need to last 
about six weeks,” Director 
of Employment Training 
Julie Greenly said. “Our 
current understanding 
is that if the shutdown 
doesn’t end by February, 
SNAP will run out.”

Greenly said the 
AEOA, which adminis-
ters the benefits for about 
830 families in the area, 
is urging those families 
to seek out help from their 
local food shelf or call the 
Minnesota Food Helpline. 
Already, the helpline has 
seen a 43-percent increase 
in calls in the first 10 days 

of the year over last year.
Greenly said the early 

winter months tend to 
be busiest for local food 
shelves and last year 
over 3,000 families were 
reported to the AEOA as 
having used one of nine 
local food shelves on the 
Iron Range in January.

One of those food 
shelves is located in Ely.

“We have about 400 
households that have 
visited over the past year,” 
Manager Cheryl Boyes 
said. “If the benefits run 
out, we anticipate we could 
see some of those show up, 
more so than the usual.”

During an average 
month, the Ely Food Shelf 

sees about 220 house-
holds.

Boyes said the shelf 
has already put in an extra 
order of food to their dis-
tributor, Second Harvest, 
in Duluth, to prepare for a 
potential increase in traffic 
from both furloughed 
federal workers from the 
Forest Service or those 
who will see their SNAP 
benefits run out.

In order to cope with 
the potential temporary 
loss of the program, Boyes 
said the fod shelf may open 
a second day each month to 
allow people easier access.

She added the orga-
nization is in good shape 
financially and would be 

able to handle additional 
orders for a time if the 
shutdown lingered.

“We are blessed to 
have really great com-
munity support,” Boyes 
said. “We feel financially 
secure if we need to ramp 
up our services at this 
time.”

As of press time, the 
U.S. Senate was set to 
vote on two bills on Jan. 
24 that could allow for a 
temporary re-opening of 
the government. One bill 
would provide funding 
until Feb. 8, without pro-
viding funds for President 
Trump’s border wall. The 
other is expected to include 
$5.7 billion for a portion 

of border wall.
An earlier proposal 

by Trump included a 
three-year immigration 
agreement to allow the 
DACA or “Dreamers” 
program to be reinstat-
ed for three years. The 
idea was panned by both 
parties.

More information on 
area food assistance can be 
found by going to www.
mnfoodhealthline.org.

Area food shelves can 
be reach at 218-255-8527 
in Ely, in Tower at 218-
753-3202 and in Cook at 
218-666-2715. 

SNAP users urged to conserve benefits during shutdown
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COMMUNICATIONS

ST. PAUL - A bill 
sponsored here last week 
by Rep. Rob Ecklund 
(D-International Falls) 
seeks continued funding 
for rural broadband proj-
ects amounting to $70 
million over the next 
biennum.

The bill, advanced 
by the Minnesota Rural 
Broadband Coalition, 
would change  how the 
state funds projects in 
the rural areas. Currently, 
the program, known as 
the Border-to-Border 
Grant ,only gives funding 
through one-time appro-

priations.
For broadband proj-

ects, that has created prob-
lems, said spokesperson 
Judy Erickson, and the new 
legislation would create 
ongoing funding for such 
efforts.

A previous attempt to 
obtain funding fell short 
when legislators, in 2017 
put funding in a 900-page 
omnibus bill that Gov. 
Mark Dayton ultimately 
vetoed.

Ecklund’s bill would 
add more funding. The 
2017 measure included 
$20 million, only a frac-
tion of the $70 million in 
requests that communities 
proposed. 

 “We hope this bill will 
encourage and enable proj-
ects on the ground in ways 
they haven’t been able to 
do before,” Erickson said. 

The bill, however, will 
not solve how companies 
are held accountable for 
the services they provide 
to small towns and rural 
areas. Erickson said the 
coalition plans to address 
that in a separate piece of 
legislation, currently being 
written.

“We do recognize 
that there are some policy 
issues that may need to be 
addressed to solve under-
served and unserved areas 
where we have run into 
walls,” she said.

Some of those issues 
have resulted in long 
delays in service expan-
sion projects, such as in 
areas around Orr where 
CenturyLink has been 
working on a million-dol-
lar project to expand their 
capacity in the city. With 
the uncertainty of that 
project, the city council 
recently voted to allow 
another company to try and 
solve the town’s Internet 
woes through wireless 
internet.

“ S o m e t i m e s  i t 
needs to be an outside 
provider who wants to 
come in,” Erickson said. 
“Homeowners and local 
government buy in togeth-

er to bring in outside help.”
Policy aside, Erickson 

said there has been reluc-
tance on the part of local 
governments and compa-
nies to commit to long-term 
improvements because of 
past funding uncertainty. 
She hopes the funding 
bill, with a promise of 
guaranteed year-over-year 
funding will alleviate that 
reluctance and allow proj-
ects to move forward.

Ecklund said both 
bills, funding and policy, 
need to focus on the  under-
served.

“Where I live, I am 
considered served,” he 
said. “But what is frus-
trating is that I have three 

companies that go through 
my yard, but I can’t access 
any of them.”

Erickson said it is 
her hope that increased 
funding and improved 
policy in the bills would 
allow customers, like 
Ecklund, better Internet 
service in the long run. 

The funding bill is 
expected to go to commit-
tee by the end of January, 
while the policy bill is 
scheduled for later in the 
session. Erickson said the 
coalition was not prepared 
to discuss the language of 
the policy bill at this time.

Bill seeks regular funding for rural broadband
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor
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AFU...Continued from page 1

one of this city’s numerous 
landmarks.

An open house last 
week at the AFU building, 
located at the corner of 
Harvey Street and Fourth 
Ave East across from the 
Ely Schools campus, high-
lighted the transformation 
of the Greek Revival-style 
building that became the 
permanent home of the 
AFU in 1933.

E l y  C o m m u n i t y 
Resource, Ely Community 
Health Center and Range 
Mental Health Center are 
now housed in the building. 

But let’s start at the 
beginning.

T h e  A m e r i c a n 
Fraternal Union was 
founded in Ely and incor-
porated on July 18, 1898. 
Their offices were located 
in two previous locations 
before the organization 
erected the current AFU 
building in 1933. The Ely 
office of the AFU closed 
in 2012 and was relocated 
to St. Paul.

The Otts acquired the 
building in 2017. “The 
building sat empty for a 
number of years,” said 
Tanner Ott. “We bought 
the property with the 
idea that we could open 
a daycare business there. 
We started some light 
demolition work to see 
what the building was like 

for renovation purposes.”
The exterior stone-

work is made of Kasota 
Stone and comes from 
the Mankato area. “It is 
a limestone variation and 
resembles sandstone,” he 
said. “Look at the city’s 
Community Center and 
the top portion of the Ely 
Post Office for more of 
this stone.”

Alley A Realty has 
refurbished many old 
buildings in Ely in an effort 
to renew and enhance the 
economic development 
outlook for the area. 

T h e  O t t s ,  w i t h 
much help from Kovall 
Construction, spent most 
of 2018 working on the 
AFU renovations. New 
energy-efficient windows 
and a cleaned, tuck-pointed 
exterior really dressed up 
the building.  “The old dou-
ble-hung windows actually 
extended above two drop 
ceilings,” Ott said. 

“We removed the drop 
ceilings and refurbished 
the crown moldings and 
picture rail moldings. We 
put in all new mechanicals, 
electrical service and a new 
heating and ventilation 
system along with a new 
roof and skylights. Part 
of the basement has the 
flattest ledge rock I’ve ever 
seen. Part of the foundation 
was laid right on the ledge 
rock. We also refurbished 
the maple flooring.” 

The second floor will 
be utilized by the expand-
ing Range Mental Health 
organization. New interior 
and exterior doors were 
also included in the ren-

ovation project according 
to Ott.

The three non-profit 
organizations moved in 
to their new home last fall 
with the help of members 
of the Ely High School 
football team who showed 
up in full force on a Sunday 
afternoon with a giant 
trailer to move furniture 
and equipment to the 
building.

In three loads, accord-
ing to ECR executive 
director Julie Hignell, 
the team moved seven 
desks, six filing cabinets, 
dozens of chairs, a full-
size conference table, a 
full-sized refrigerator, two 
worktables, several book-
shelves, countless boxes 
of paper records, books 
and program supplies, 
medical equipment, and a 
pair of heavy exam tables. 
“The eager, respectful, and 
patient attitude along with 
the teamwork the young 
men showed was really 
a nice glimpse into their 
future potential,” she said. 
Other volunteers helped 
with painting the interior 
of the building.

“This is really the 
perfect location for us,” 
Hignell said on Tuesday as 
her organization hosted a 
Valentine-making activity 
after school for elementary 
children. “The kids can get 
here safely after school, 
and we have a wonderful 
space to use.”

 

Join our TEAM!   
 

FREE CNA Course Offered 
 
                                   Cook Care Center partners with  
                                      Leading Age Minnesota and  
                                         the State of Minnesota to  
                                           offer online Nursing Assistant  
                                             training at no charge.   
  
                                               Complete the training  
                                             courses in a matter of  
                                          weeks from the comfort of  
                                        your own home.  Skills lab and  
                                     clinicals are completed at the  
                                 Cook Care Center. 
 

 

Application deadline February 15th.   
 

Apply online at www.cookhospital.org or pick up an  
application from the Cook Hospital Business Office.     

 
Requirements: 

 Complete background check  
 Pass drug screening  
 Commit to minimum 90-day employment 

 
Inquire about our sign-on bonus! 

 
For questions, contact: 
Annie Dougherty, RN 
CNA Program Coordinator 
218-666-6218  
adougherty@cookhospital.org 
 

 

ELY – Rate increases 
for electricity service for 
Ely Utility Commission 
(EUC) customers won’t be 
quite as high this year as 
originally proposed.

After a brief public 
hearing prior to their 
Jan. 15 regular meeting, 
where one resident, Mike 
Banovetz, spoke in support 
of the increases, members 
of the city council here 
approved the rate hike 
sought by the city’s utili-
ties commission.

City sewer rates will 
remain the same and 
the fixed monthly water 
rate will climb by $1. 
However, the council 
opted to trim the proposed 
three-percent across-the-
board electrical rate hike, 
presented late last year, to 

one-percent.
C l e r k - T r e a s u r e r 

Harold Langowski noted 
that the rate hikes were 
arrived at by careful scru-
tiny of the utility budgets, 
historical fund balances 
and projected revenues 
and expenses. “When we 
put these (recommen-
dations) together back 
in December, we had a 
proposed rate increase 
from Minnesota Power of 
approximately two percent 
as part of our capacity 
charge,” he said. 

“We then received 
good news that the (trans-
mission) charge increase 
is less than anticipated 
due to favorable energy 
conditions, and also some 
non-capacity charges are 
going down because of the 
tax reform, reduced oper-
ating and maintenance 
costs, as well as lower 

(expenditures) in capital 
investments.”

Langowski noted that 
Minnesota Power’s invest-
ments in wind and solar 
projects are bearing a 
positive pay-back due to 
increases in tax rebates that 
result in an overall reduc-
tion in energy charges. 
“We should see our whole-
sale rate from Minnesota 
Power stay pretty constant 
compared to 2018,” he 
said.

He noted that the 
three-percent rate increase 
proposed by the EUC last 
December was put in place 
to cover the anticipated 
two-percent rate increase 
from Minnesota Power, 
plus a one-percent increase 
in costs in the local utility.

“Costs continue to 
rise, such as employee 
costs, health insurance 
costs, supplies, contrac-

tors and other things,” 
Langowski said, “so 
we are proposing just a 
one-percent hike across 
the board.”

Banovetz, who serves 
on the city’s planning 
commission, said he was 
fully in support of the 
latest proposal. No other 
residents spoke in favor 
of or against the rate hikes.

The recommendation 
from the EUC for a $1 
increase in the fixed fee 
rate for water service will 
increase that fee from 
$14.25 to $15.25 per 
month. There was no rec-
ommended rate increase 
for sewer service. 

“We feel really good 
about our rates as proposed 
and our projected reve-
nues,” said Langowski. 
“We continue to invest in 
capital improvements.” 

The council unani-

mously approved the rate 
increases and they will 
go into effect starting in 
February.

In other business, the 
city council:
 Named city council 

members to various city 
committees with new 
council member Angela 
Campbell named to the 
Gardner Trust, Employee 
Relations, and Heritage 
Preservation committees.
 Named former 

mayor Ross Petersen to 
the Events Coordinator 
Board;
 Asked for interest-

ed community members to 
submit their name to serve 
on the Ely Ambulance 
Board.
 Selected Warren 

Nikkola to a renewed 
term on the Ely Utility 
Commission, and also 
named Mauro Caruso 

and former EUC member 
Anthony Colarich to the 
oversight committee.
Hired Justin Akins as 

the Ely Fire Department’s 
newest member, pending 
his passing of a physical 
and drug test.
 Granted a request 

from Tour Minnesota 
requesting camping in 
Whiteside Park, June 
17-18.
 Agreed to provide 

in-kind services for the 
Ely Winter Festival, set 
for Feb. 7-17.
 A p p r o v e d  a 

Residential Rehab Loan 
for Ryan and Michale 
Callen for $4,500 to 
replace basement sewer 
lines.
 Named Heidi 

Omerza as the acting 
mayor for 2019.

Tower Ambulance 
EMT evening classes starting February 5th 

Join our Volunteer staff and help those in need! 

 

Learn a skill that makes you more valuable no matter where life takes you. 

 

• Flexible pay/pension plan  
• Free for those able to join Tower Ambulance 
• Great way to start a career in the medical field 

 

 

Questions? Email the Director at, ambulance@cityoftower.com 

CITY OF ELY

Electricity rate hike modified for Ely residents
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Fraternal Union 
Building in Ely is 
located across 
the street from 
Ely Washington 
Elementary School. 
photo by K. Vandervort



REGIONAL - Min-
nesota’s minimum-wage 
rates will be adjusted for 
inflation beginning Jan. 
1, 2019, to $9.86 an hour 
for large employers and 
$8.04 an hour for other 
state minimum wages. An 
estimated 219,000 hourly 
workers in Minnesota 
(not including jobs in 
Minneapolis) will earn 
the $9.86 or $8.04 state 
minimum-wage rates.

“This is great news 
for Minnesota’s low-
est-wage workers and 
will help them keep up 
with inflation to better 
provide for themselves and 
their families,” said Ken 
Peterson, commissioner, 
Minnesota Department of 
Labor and Industry. “But 
more needs to be done so 

all Minnesotans can earn 
their way to economic 
security.”

As of Jan. 1, 2019:
Large employers must 

pay at least $9.86 an 
hour when the employer’s 
annual gross revenues are 
$500,000 or more.

Small employers must 
pay at least $8.04 an 
hour when the employer’s 
annual gross revenues are 
less than $500,000.

The training wage 
rate, at least $8.04 an hour, 
may be paid to employees 
younger than 20 years of 
age for the first 90 consec-
utive days of employment.

The youth wage rate, 
at least $8.04 an hour, 
may be paid to employees 
younger than 18 years of 

age.
These state mini-

mum-wage rates will not 
apply to work performed 
in the city of Minneapolis, 
which has higher mini-
mum-wage rates.

Workplace poster
M i n n e s o t a  l a w 

requires employers to 
display some state-man-
dated posters (www.dli.
mn.gov/about-depart-
ment/workplace-post-
ers) in a location where 
employees can easily 
see them. The posters 
are available at no cost 
and need to be updated 
only when Minnesota law 
changes.

ELY - Jon Gilbert, 
the director of Biological 
Sciences at the Great 
Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, 
recently talked to a 
Tuesday Group gathering 
here about “Six Essential 
Elements in Working with 
Indian Tribes.”

He said it was more of 
his personal story, about 
his past and how he got to 
where he is today. “Along 
the way I learned some 
lessons and figured out 
some essential elements 
in working with Indian 
tribes,” he said.

His presentation was 
borne out of the goal 
to help University of 
Minnesota students and 
professors conduct suc-
cessful research. He noted 
that the lessons he learned 
are applicable to a wide 
variety of audiences.

Gi lber t  graduat -
ed from Pennsylvania’s 
Washington & Jefferson 
College in 1975, and 
being “sick and tired” of 
school, he wanted to see 
the world and experience 
other cultures. 

He joined the Peace 
Corps and wound up as a 
teacher in the Fiji Islands. 
“I was young and idealistic 
and wanted to become a 
Fijian and learn the way 
they live,” he said. “I went 
two years without wearing 
shoes and became fluent in 
their language and accus-
tomed with the ways.”

He then went to the 
Ivory Coast of Africa and 
worked in the national park 
system there. “Africa is a 
very complicated conti-
nent. Ivory Coast is about 
the size of New Mexico 
and they speak 65 differ-
ent languages and have at 

least that many different 
cultures,” he said. 

In his three years 
in Africa, he realized, 
“one can never not be 
an American. That is my 
culture,” he said.

After his Peace Corps 
experience he applied to a 
Masters Degree program at 
Michigan State University. 
While he was at MSU he 
applied for a job opportuni-
ty to work with indigenous 
people on wildlife man-
agement issues in northern 
Wisconsin.

Fast-forward 35 years 
and Gilbert continues to 
work with the Great Lakes 
Indian Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (GLIFWC) 
as a wildlife biologist. He 
works with as many as 11 
tribes of the Ojibwe nation. 
Part of his early work 
involved writing rules for 
the tribe’s rights to hunt 
and fish. “I spent the first 
seven years as an expert 
witness in federal court 
and wrote rules that were 
biologically sound and 
culturally appropriate.” 
he said.

Over the last 35 years, 
Gilbert said he learned 

some things about how 
to interact with the Indian 
tribes to accomplish goals. 

He packaged them 
into six essential elements.
  Communication: 

“The easiest element to 
fulfill is going and meeting 
with people one on one,” 
he said. “When you work 
with the tribes, you have 
to talk with them, tell them 
your ideas and ask them 
about their ideas. Then 
tell them about what you 
learned. Writing letters or 
emails is not the way to 
communicate. Talk face-
to-face. Go meet them.”
 Empathy: “Become 

comfortable with them,” 
he said. “I call it, ‘going 
Fiji,’ from my time on 
the islands. Understand 
their cultural norms and 
appreciate them. This is 
the really the first step in 
developing relationships 
with tribal peoples.”
 Respect: “Respect 

goes two ways,” Gilbert 
said. “Like the Ivory 
Coast, as much as I tried 
to learn the language, 
understand their ceremo-
nies and culture, I have to 
remember, respectfully, 
that I am an American. 
I’m not Ojibwe and never 
will be.”
 Flexibility: “If you 

come in and say you have 
your own methodology 
and research techniques 
and I’m doing it my way, 
you will fail,” he said. 
“You must adapt to the 
way they see things and 
the way they do things.” He 
related a story of working 
with graduate students in 
setting fisher and marten 
traps for mammal study 
that taught him to take his 
time and be respectful of 
the animal.
Time: “This is the 

hardest to master,” he 
said. “It takes time to 

develop relationships with 
Indian people. You can’t 
just zip them an email 
as your contact. Work 
one on one. Build trust. 
Understand where they’re 
coming from. Let them 
understand where you are 
coming from. It takes a 
long time.” He described 
the difference between a 
chronological and a place-
based world view.

 Humor: “Anyone 
who knows anything about 
Ojibwe people knows that 
humor is an important part 
of their daily lives,” he 
said. “A tense subject may 
be discussed and someone 
cracks a joke and the 
tension is gone. This is the 
way (Ojibwe) interact with 
people, especially with 
self-deprecating humor. 
I’m still reminded from 

1984 that I didn’t know the 
difference between a pile 
of pine cones and pile of 
deer pellets. That still gets 
big laughs.”

“In many ways, I feel 
like I never left the Peace 
Corps,” Gilbert said. “I 
still feel like I’m doing 
the same thing as I did so 
many years ago in Fiji.”

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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LUNAR ECLIPSE

This time-lapse photograph of the Jan. 20 lunar eclipse was 
created by Timberjay staffer Pam Wettering of Tower.

Biologist shares experiences working with indigenous people

Jon Gilbert has 
worked as a wildlife 
biologist in Wisconsin 
for 35 years. 
photo by K. Vandervort

New year means a new minimum-wage 

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now! 908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

#4435U Granite #186U Crystal Red

#537U Silver 

$13,995$12,995

$26,457

#4440J Black

2018 JEEP COMPASS SPORT
4x4, Heated Seats and

Steering Wheel, Remote Start
                MSRP
             $27,725

Heated Leather, Sunroof Crew Cab, 4x4
Platinum Package, Loaded!

$28,995
Crew Cab, 4x4, Big Horn!

$13,995
AWD, V6, Loaded,

LTZ Package

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX2016 RAM 1500

2010 FORD
F150

2015
BUICK VERANO

#2550U White

GAS
SAVER

Chrysler
Certified

PLUS 0%
For 60 Months OAC

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF
ANY PRE-OWNED VEHICLE IN STOCK... 

UNTIL 1/31/2019!

So Are PrICeS!
TeMPS Are DroPPIng...



TOWER- A proposal 
by Gary and Charity Ross 
to develop an RV Park on 
a 50-acre parcel of land 
they own on the shores 
of Lake Vermilion’s Pike 
Bay was back before the 
city planning and zoning 
commission on Tuesday.

The Rosses, who live 
in Tower, began working 
on the idea about 12 years 
ago and are looking to 
develop as many as 60 RV 
sites. The project, which 
would be located just 
west of the Standing Bear 
Marina, would be done in 
phases according to the 
Rosses, with the first phase 
comprised of a smaller 
campground without elec-
trical hookups. 

The plan they pre-
sented to the commission 
on Tuesday showed an 
access road ending in a 
loop with sites clustered 
on the interior and exterior 
of the loop, as well as a 
smaller area with five sites 
closer to the marina. None 
of the sites are directly on 
the lakeshore, with the 
closest located at 600 feet 
from the shore. The site 
would also include a small 
office/campground store 
building, as well as some 
floating docks and unspec-
ified lakeshore amenities.

The Rosses have 
already built a small cabin 
on the property, which has 
no immediate residential 
neighbors. 

According to the 
current city zoning rules, 
the project would require 
both a wetlands delinea-
tion and an Environment 
Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW), requirements 
that proved costly and 
t ime-consuming for 
another would-be RV park 
developer, Dave Rose, 

who worked for three years 
to convert a smaller parcel 
along the East Two River 
to RV lots before shelv-
ing the proposal. Tower 
Planning and Zoning 
Board Chairman Steve 
Altenburg said the EAW 
is required by city zoning 
because the site is within 
1,000 feet of the shoreline 
of Lake Vermilion.

Julia Maki, a real 
estate agent with BIC 
Realty, as well as the 
former zoning director 
for Greenwood Township, 
attended the meeting with 
the Rosses. She noted 
that St. Louis County 
does not require either a 
wetland study or EAW 
for similarly-sized RV 
parks, including another 

project she is assisting with 
on Lake Vermilion. The 
paperwork for that project, 
which will be heard by the 
county zoning board this 
winter, took about a week 
to complete, she told this 
reporter after the meeting. 
The recent zoning hearing 
for a proposed RV Park at 
BayView Lodge also did 
not require an EAW.

T o w e r  C l e r k /
Treasurer Linda Keith 
said the fact the property is 
on the shores of Pike Bay, 
versus the East Two River, 
as well as the large size of 
the parcel, will make the 
application simpler than 
the Rose project.

“The biggest piece 
of advice I can give you 
is detail, detail, detail,” 

Keith said.
Keith said the timeline 

for approval would be at 
least 120 days, once the 
wetlands delineation is 
completed. The project 
would require public hear-
ings and comment periods 
for both the EAW and 
the needed conditional 
use permit. The land in 
question has already been 
rezoned, and an RV park 
is allowed with the proper 
permits.

Keith said she would 
provide the Rosses with 
a detailed list of all the 
information that must be 
provided to the city as 
part of the conditional 
use permit, as well as 
the EAW process. She 
also said the city could 

forward any questions they 
have to the city engineers. 
Information on how they 
would handle water and 
sewage (the site is not con-
nected to the city water and 
sewer lines), along with 
electrical service, would 
also be needed.

Charity Ross said 
their previous efforts with 
the Tower Planning and 
Zoning were frustrating. 
“We weren’t told about 
needing an EAW until 
the Dave Rose project 
started,” she said.

Altenburg said that 
the rules had been in place 
all along.

Charity said she 
thought the city’s zoning 
was based on state rules 
and wondered why the 

city’s rules were more 
complicated than either St. 
Louis County or the state. 

Keith said the city’s 
zoning rules dated back 
to 1996.

Maki noted that the 
state has revised their 
shoreline rules numerous 
times since then.

“This is what we have 
on the books right now,” 
said Altenburg. “We have 
to follow it.”

It was noted that the 
city would have the option 
of updating their zoning 
ordinance to get rid of 
these requirements. The 
committee is currently 
working on updating lan-
guage in the ordinance but 
hasn’t made any major 
changes.
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Ross RV Park proposal back before city zoning board
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Start the New Year with
New wheelS From Ford at hiBBiNG!!

#7361 2011 MKS AWD.......................... $13,900
#11052B 2011 Avenger MAnStreet....... $5,900
#7298 2017 trAnSIt XLt 12 PASS. ..... $22,900
#22889B 2014 eXPeDItIon eL LtD ...........$21,974
#7328A 2008 grAnD CArAvAn SXt ....... $5,500
# 23124A 2007 SIerrA SLe ..................... $12,900
#9313D 2011 F150 XLt CreW .................$11,900

#22898A 15 eSCAPe 4 WD W/LeAther ...$11,900
#23162B 05 DoDge rAM .......................... $5,900
#9314C 10 Chevy CoBALt LS ................. $3,900
#23386B 2010 F15 XLt............................. $12,900
#23,110B 04 MountAIneer ...................... $2,200
#23112A 10 SIerrA SLe ......................... $18,900

#22014A 06 SIerrA CreW ........................ $8,900
#7330A 08 toWn & Country ................. $5,900
#7350A 14 eSCAPe tItAnIuM 4WD ....... $13,900
#23116A 05 DAKotA SLt CreW ................ $8,971
#12065A 14 FLeX SeL ..............................$18,971
#7353 2017 tAuruS LtD AWD ............ $23,900

Pre-owNed SPecialS!!
2012 Chrysler 200 lIMITeD

#7310A

$11,900
V6, Sunroof Htd
Seats 32K mi

Buy Now For

4 to
chooSeFrom!

$15,900Power doors
& Hatch

#7311Buy Now For

2017 DoDge granD Caravan sXT 2016 fusIon se

#7323

$12,971
Buy Now For

w/sync
3 heated seats

$14,971

2011 MkX awD

Heated/Cooled
Leather

#7319Buy Now For

2015 esCape TITanIuM awD

One owner $16,900
#9315ABuy Now For

2013 BuICk laCrosse

$24,971

2014 f150 sTX sporT Crew

App. Package
20”s, Captain Chairs

Buy Now For
3 In Stock,

All @

$15,350

2015 rogue sv awD

Buy Now For

2015 eXpeDITIon el lIMITeD

#7305A

$28,845
Buy Now For

w/Sunroof

2015 eDge sel awD

Premium II roof,
heads-up

#7343A

$14,700
Buy Now For

$19,900
#7354Buy Now For

W/leather!
Roof

$18,971

2016renegaDe 4X4 JusTICe eDITIon

13 k mi Power/
Removable Roof

Buy Now For

2018 eCosporT ses 4X4
29 MPGCo-Pilot 360

Navigation, Heated Seats &
Steering Wheel
Hands Free Liftgate

$27,875 MSRP
-2,000 Customer Cash
-750 Bonus Customer Cash
-500 Select Inventory Cash
-1,141 FOH DISC

#22748Buy now for

+ Tax/Lic.

Buy

$23,484
*Must finance thru Ford Credit. **Limited number of Certificates Available. ***Must own a 1995 or newer GM or Ram Truck.

3rd Row Seating
Trailer Tow
Sirius XM Radio
$36,050 MSRP
-2,500 Customer Cash
-1,000* Ford Credit Cash
-500 Bonus Customer Cash
-500 Select Inventory Cash
-1,736 FOH DISC

5 In
sToCk!!

2018 eXplorer 4X4

#23084Buy now for

$29,814
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 f150 XlT 4X4 super CaB
V-8
Remote Start
Heated Seats
$48,370 MSRP
-2,000 PWR Chrome Disc.
-3,500 Customer Cash
-1,500 Bonus Customer Cash
-1,000** Fast Cash Cert.
-1,000*** GM/RAM TRK
Owners Conquest Cash
-3,979 FOH DISC

#23165Buy now for #23165

$35,391
+ Tax/Lic.

2019 forD eDge sel awD

$41,085 MSRP
-600 Special Disc
-1,500 Customer Cash
-1,250 Bonus Cash
-250 Retail Bonus Cash
-2,532 FOH DISC

#23313Buy now for #23313Buy

$34,953
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 f150 XlT 4X4 Crew CaB
EcoBoost, Navigation
Heated Seats, Remote Start
$50,155 MSRP
-2,250 Nav/Chrome Disc.
-3,500 Customer Cash
-1,500 Bonus Customer Cash
-300 EcoBoost Cash
-500 Select Inventory Cash
-1,000** Fast Cash Certificates
-1,000*** GM/RAM Truck
Owners Conquest
-4,109 FOH DISC

#23165Buy now for #23165

$35,996
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 esCape se sporT 4X4
Sport Appearance PKG
Sync 3
Moonroof

#23131Buy now for

$24,132
+ Tax/Lic.

$31,230 MSRP
-2,500 Customer Cash
-1,500 Retail Bonus Cash
-750 Bonus Cash
-500 Select Inventory Cash
-1,848 FOH DISC

#22887b #23176A

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616
RANDy ROyMIKE DAyCODy VINEERIC GRAFFRyAN AuLTMANTIM CARRuTHLEIGH LONSON

Two injured in 
crash by Y Store

TOWER- Two Tower 
residents were sent to 
different hospitals after 
suffering minor injuries in 
a two-car collision by the 
Y Store just before 5 p.m. 
on Jan. 22.

Marie Martinez, age 
19, was driving a 1989 
Chevy Caprice, and was 
stopped at the intersec-
tion of Highways 169 
and 1, waiting to make 
a left turn. The Caprice 
was T-boned by a 2007 
Cadillac DTS, driven by 
Ron Abrahamson Sr., 
age 82, who was driving 
north on 169. The road 
was snow and ice-covered 
at the time. Martinez was 
transported to the Cook 
Hospital, and Abrahamson 
was transported to Ely 
Bloomenson.  Both were 
wearing seat belts, and 
alcohol was not a factor 
in the crash.

“A Life of 
Diversity” at 
Mesabi UU on 
Sunday, Jan. 27

VIRGINIA- Rose 
Adams will share her 
personal experiences with 
diversity - or the lack 
thereof - on the Iron Range 
on Sunday, Jan. 27. “A Life 
of Diversity” will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. at Mesabi 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 230 7th St. S in 
Virginia. The church is 
handicap accessible. 

 

Briefs
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GIRLS B-BALL

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

BOYS BASKETBALL

HOCKEY

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

BOYS B-BALL

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Wolves looking good
Senior guard sets career high in 
Tuesday evening FDL matchup

ELY— Solid back-
to-back performanc-
es this week helped the 
Timberwolves improve 
their record to 9-6 and build 
confidence heading into the 
final five weeks of the boys 
basketball season. 

On Tuesday, senior 
guard Pat Vanderbeek set 
a career high, pouring in 44 
points to lead Ely over Fond 
du Lac, 84-66. Vanderbeek 
was red hot from beyond 
the arc, sinking seven-of-
eight attempts in the first 
half alone. “He really took 
control of the game for us,” 
said Ely Head Coach Tom 
McDonald. Strong defense 
also helped the Wolves fend 
off the scrappy Ojibwe, 
who managed some outside 
shooting success of their 
own to hang in with Ely, 
trailing just 38-30 at the 
break. “I thought we played 
well on both ends of the 
floor,” said McDonald. 

Junior forward Dylan 
Fenske had a good night, 
adding 12 points for the 
Wolves along with nine 

rebounds, while junior 
guard Eric Omerza added 
12 points and eight assists. 
Senior guard Trevor 
Mattson and senior forward 
Collen Seliskar each posted 
six rebounds.

In action on Saturday 
a t  Dulu th -Marsha l l , 
Vanderbeek again led all 
scorers with 33 points 
and five assists to lead the 
Wolves to a 72-56 win over 
the Hilltoppers. 

“We played well 
from start to finish,” said 
McDonald. “I thought our 
defense really limited what 
they got off us. They’re a 
pretty talented team but 
they never really got into 
a flow offensively against 
us.”

Fenske put up 14 
points and nine boards for 
Ely, while Seliskar posted 
eight rebounds. 

The Wolves travel 
to Littlefork on Friday. 
They’ll host Cook County 
next Tuesday, with a 6:30 
p.m. start.

Above: Timberwolves point guard Eric Omerza evades Fond du Lac’s 
Jalen Paulsen.
Below: Omerza goes up against Ken Fox.
photos by J. Greeney

PROCTOR –The 
Timberwolves fell behind 
early and couldn’t make up 
lost ground as they fell to 
Proctor 9-4 on Tuesday.

The Rails grabbed the 
early momentum, with 
four straight goals in the 
first nine minutes of the 
opening period. Ely finally 
got on the board later in the 

frame, when Jason Skube 
scored with assists from 
Luke Olson and Dalton 
Schreffler, to close the 
gap to 4-1.

Olson, with an assist 
from Schreffler, added 
another one for Ely at the 
6:35 mark of the second to 
trim the gap to 4-2. 

The Rails responded 
just over three minutes 
later, but two more Ely 
goals in the period would 

make it a game for a time. 
Jimmy Zupancich found 
the net on an unassisted 
play, followed by Olson, 
who notched his second of 
the evening off a Jackson 
Hegman assist minutes 
later.

The Rails would add 
another goal in the final 
minute of the second, 
before dominating the 
final period enroute to the 
9-4 final. 

The Wolves struggled 
on offense, managing just 
16 shots on goal, compared 
to 62 shots for the Rails. 
Ely goalie Chase Sandburg 
stopped 53 shots for a .854 
save percentage.

Both teams were 
guilty of three penalties, 
good for six minutes.

Proctor made effec-
tive use of the power play 
as they converted two of 
three. Ely had the same 

number of opportunities 
but couldn’t make good 
on any.

Ely battled Red Lake 
Falls on Saturday and 
notched their third win of 
the season, 3-2 in overtime.

The Eagles scored the 
only goal of the opening 
period with just over four 
minutes to go until the 
buzzer.

Nick Mattila evened 
the score at 4:04 into the 

second, with assists from 
Austin Meskill and Seann 
Prigge. Red Lake Falls 
followed with a goal of 
their own, giving them a 
2-1 lead at the end of the 
second.

Mattila tied the score 
at the 10:01 mark, on an 
assist from Luke Olson, 
which eventually sent the 
game to overtime.

Ely can’t hold on against fast moving Proctor
Timberwolves earn a hard fought overtime win against Red Lake Falls on the road
by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B

C H E R R Y —  T h e 
Grizzlies had little trouble 
overcoming the winless 
Cherry boys basketball 
team on Tuesday, as they 
drubbed the Tigers 105-31.

Trevor Morrison led 
the way for the Grizzlies, 
with 28 points.

The Goggleye cousins, 
Cade and Darius, tallied 22 
and 12 points respectively. 
TJ Chiabotti rounded out 
the major scoring, with 11.

Head Coach Will 
Kleppe said all of the team’s 
14 varsity players had a 
chance to take the court in 
Cherry, adding to the team’s 
overall victory.

Despite the victory, 
the team did fall one place 
in the state ranking this 
week, dropping from fifth 
to sixth place among Class 
A squads.

The team takes on 
Eveleth-Gilbert at North 
Woods on Friday evening, 
with tipoff set for 7:15 p.m.

North Woods 
roll past Cherry

FIELD TWP— The 
Grizzlies let a big first-half 
lead slip away as they fell 
to the Broncos here, 89-84. 

“I’m a little disap-
pointed in last night’s 
outcome,” Head Coach 
Robbie Goggleye said after 
the match. “We were up 22 
at the half, and they (I-Falls) 
crawled back in and we 
ended losing by five.”

Goggleye said the 
Broncos reset their strategy 
at the half, and the Grizzlies 
couldn’t keep pace.

Kate Stone had a big 
night for North Woods 
despite the loss, pouring 
in 27 points. Alanna 
Rutchasky added an addi-
tional 18 while Regan Ratai 
added 13.

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
Grizzlies broke a three-
game losing streak, defeat-
ing Nashwauk-Keewatin, 
87-44.

Stone put up 30 points 
to lift the team’s spirits, 
and the more experienced 
Grizzlies players dominat-
ed the game.

Grizz girls 
have mixed 
week
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B
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BOYS B-BALL

GIRLS B-BALL

Friday Jan. 25
North Woods hosts 
Eveleth-Gilbert, 7:15 p.m.

Ely at Littlefork-Big Falls,
7:15 p.m.

Monday Jan. 28
North Woods hosts Two 
Harbors, 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday Jan. 29
Ely hosts Cook County,
6:30 p.m.

North Woods at
Floodwood, 7:15 p.m.

Friday Feb. 1
Ely at Eveleth-Gilbert,
7:15 p.m.

North Woods hosts 
Greenway, 7:15 p.m.

Sports 
week

Friday Jan. 25
Ely hosts Duluth-Denfeld,
7:15 p.m.

NE Range hosts Hill City,
7:15 p.m.

Monday Jan. 28
North Woods at Fond du 
Lac, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Jan. 29
NE Range hosts Littlefork-
Big Falls, 7:15 p.m.

Ely hosts Cook County,
5 p.m.

Thursday Jan. 31
North Woods at Deer 
River, 7:15 p.m.

NE Range at Fond du Lac,
6 p.m.

Ely hosts Eveleth-Gilbert,
7:15 p.m.

HOCKEY

Friday Feb. 1
Ely at Bagley - Fosston, 
6 p.m.

BIGFORK— The 
Lady  Timberwolves 
faced a buzz saw here 
on Tuesday night, as the 
Huskies handed them a 
bruising 65-34 loss, the 
third straight for Ely. 

“We’re in the toughest 
part of our schedule,” said 
Ely Head Coach Darren 
Visser. “We are working 
hard at getting our team 
back to full strength.”

The team has been 
struggling with illness in 

the past weeks and the 
recent schedule hasn’t 
offered any respite for the 
team, which fell to 8-7 with 
Tuesday’s loss. 

Bright spots were 
few against Bigfork, 
although junior guards 
Erika Mattson and Brielle 
Kallberg each posted dou-
ble-doubles with 12 points 
apiece. Kallberg added 13 
rebounds, while Mattson 
tallied ten. Meanwhile, 
junior Winter Sainio added 
seven points. 

Mattson had a huge day 
on Saturday, but it wasn’t 

enough as the Wolves fell 
83-59 to Duluth-Marshall. 
Mattson poured in 24 
points and tallied 12 boards 
for another double-double, 
while Kallberg added 15 
points and nine rebounds. 
Sainio and senior guard 
Lida Dodge added eight 
points. 

The Wolves will 
host Duluth-Denfeld on 
Friday and will remain at 
home on Tuesday, hosting 
Cook County. Tip-off for 
Tuesday’s game is set for 
5 p.m.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Huskies hold off Wolves  Ely’s Schreffler put a 
quick end to OT, scoring 
for Ely just 54 seconds in 
on a Dean Boese assist. 

The Wolves traveled 
to Mayville, N.D. on 
Friday to take on the Ice 
Dawgs. Ely ran out of 
gas in the final period and 
lost 8-5.

Both teams mounted 
impress ive  scor ing 
streaks in the match. 
Mayville opened the 
game with four straight 
goals inside the first seven 
minutes. 

The Wolves then 
turned the tables, scoring 
four of their own on a 

Luke Olson hat trick. 
He started the string 

with an unassisted shot, 
and had help from Jason 
Skube on his next two 
goals. Then Schreffler, 
who had assisted on 
Olson’s third goal, added 
one of his own off assists 
from Olson and Boese.

Both teams added 
one in the second before 
Mayville took control in 
the final frame. 

The Wolves are now 
off until Feb. 2 when 
they’ll face Bagley/
Fosston on the road. 
Game time is 6 p.m.

HOCKEY...Continued from page 1B

Bria Chiabotti would 
add 15 points, while 
Nicole Olson and Brynn 
Simpson each posted 10.

The team was set 
to play Thursday at 
home against Red Lake. 
Goggleye said the match-
up was likely to be a tough 
one, but was winnable 
if the team could score 

consistently.
“The girls are tough,” 

he said. “They’re hungry 
for a win.”

Tipoff for the Red 
Lake game was set for 
7:30 p.m. The girls head 
to Cloquet on Monday to 
take on Fond du Lac, with 
a 6:30 p.m. start.

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s 
most definitive history!

Now
In-Stock

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 

A Regional Favorite

STOP IN
TODAY!

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

OVER 100
HISTORICAL

PHOTOGRAPHS

+ Tax

REGIONAL - Too 
much salt isn’t just bad 
for our physical health, it’s 
also a big problem for our 
environment. As we strive 
to keep sidewalks and 
driveways safe from slips 
and falls, we also need to 
think of our drinking water 
and fish populations.

With the wintry mix 
the Northland serves up, 
using salt or other chem-
ical de-icers is the norm. 
But when the snow melts, 
de-icing salt containing 
chloride, runs into storm 
drains and into rivers, 
groundwater and, of 
course, Lake Superior.

“Every bit of salt we 
put down on our sidewalks 
ends up in our water, one 
way or another,” said Lucie 
Amundsen, Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency’s 
Duluth regional public 
information officer. “The 
best practice is to simply 
use less. You can do that 
by shoveling snow first 

and then applying sand or 
poultry grit. Salt should 
be used only when it’s 
truly needed to melt an 
ice patch.”

These best practices 
are essential given it takes 
only one teaspoon of salt 
to pollute five gallons 
of water permanently. 
There is no feasible way 
to remove chloride once 
it gets into the water. 
Researchers are finding 
increasing amounts of 
chloride in our Minnesota 
waters. Salty water can 
foul wells and create a 
caustic environment for 
freshwater fish and other 
aquatic wildlife.

However, there is 
some good news when 
it comes to reducing our 
salt habit. Scattering salt 
lightly, leaving about three 
inches of space between 
grains, will still effectively 
remove ice. It only takes 
a coffee mug full of salt 
(about 12 ounces) to treat 

a 20-foot driveway or 10 
sidewalk squares (roughly 
1,000 square feet). Also, 
a frequently missed step 
is sweeping up any extra 
de-icer product that is 
visible on dry pavement. It 
is no longer doing any work 
and if left on the ground 
will only be washed away 
into local waters. And good 
news – it can be reused 
the next time your walk 
requires de-icing.

C i t y  o f  D u l u t h 
program coordinator Todd 
Carlson is a member of 
the Regional Stormwater 
Protection Team (RSTP) 
and believes that educa-
tion is a key component. 
“We’ve developed a Salt 
Smart sticker that’s a visual 
reminder that it takes very 
little de-icer product to get 
the job done. People in our 
region have great respect 
for our creeks, streams 
and lakes, so we tend to 
do better when we know 
better.”

Cut back on de-icer to 
protect Minnesota waters

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower 
on Monday, Feb. 4 at the Tower Civic Center from 
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10 charge for the 
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are 
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch 
is served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins 
at 12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the 
Friends of the Vermilion Country Charter School.  
Questions, call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950.

Upcoming dates for 2018:
Monday, March 4
Monday, April 1
Monday, May 6

TOWER BINGO
Monday, Feb. 4



Thomas R. 
Poderzay Sr.

Thomas R. Poderzay 
Sr., 91, of Soudan, entered 
into eternal rest on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, 2019.  A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be 
celebrated at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Jan. 30 at St. 
Martin’s Catholic Church 
in Tower with Father 
Nick Nelson as celebrant. 
Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service 
at church. Burial will be 
in Lakeview Cemetery in 
Tower. Military honors 
will be accorded by the 
Cook VFW Post 1757 
Honor Guard and the 
Orr American Legion 
Post 480 Honor Guard. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

The family wishes to 
thank Dr. Schwinghamer, 
the staff of Ely Bloomenson 
Community Hospital, 
Boundary Waters Care 
Center,  the staff of 
Vermilion Senior Living 
and the Essentia Health 
East Range Hospice team 
for all the compassionate 
care Tom received. 

Tom was born on July 
13, 1927, in Soudan. He 
attended and graduated 
from Tower-Soudan High 
School and enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in December 
1945 during World War 
II; he re-enlisted in the 
Army during the Korean 
War. He was united in 
marriage to the love of his 
life, Dolores, on Nov. 15, 
1955, in Neckarweihingen, 
Germany, while he was 
serving in the U.S. Armed 

Forces. After returning to 
the United States, they 
lived in Fort Polk, La., for 
a short time before settling 
in Soudan in 1957. After 
working for 30 years, Tom 
retired from Erie Mining 
Company.

Tom was a member 
of St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church and the KSKJ 
Lodge. He enjoyed playing 
accordion with his brothers 
and sisters, doing cross-
word puzzles, watching 
game shows, and spend-
ing time with his chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

He is survived by his 
children, Dolores “Toots” 
and Terry Sandnas, Tom 
and Bernie  (Russo) 
Poderzay, and Robert and 
Tina Poderzay; grandchil-
dren, Laura Aune, April and 
Jesse Glass, Erin and Bill 
Bryson, Jacob Sandnas, 
Chr is t ina  Poderzay , 
Donald Poderzay, Brennan 
and Ashley Poderzay, 
and Jordan Poderzay; 
eight great-grandchildren, 
Kate and Luke Cheney, 
Sawyer, Laurin and Libby 
Glass, Vera and Audrey 
Bryson; sister and brother-
in-law, Theresa and Frank 
Galaski; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
loving wife of 54 years, 
Dolores; brothers, Robert, 
Leonard, Joe and Tony; 
and sisters, Caroline Akins 
and Pauline Trucano.

Elizabeth Povhe
Elizabeth “Betty” 

Scufsa Povhe, 69, of Ely, 
passed away on Friday, 
Jan. 18, 2019. A funeral 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 26 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely. Visitation 
will be held one hour prior 
to the service at the church.

She is survived by 
her siblings, Rudy (Sue) 
Scufsa and Bernie (Donna) 
Scufsa; brothers-in-law, 
Fred (Jeanie) Povhe and 
Garry Kitchens; nieces 
and nephews, Samantha 

Kitchens, Tabitha Carter, 
Amy (Bob) Kellogg (chil-
dren Courtney and Cole), 
Trisha (Barry) Weisinger 
(children Emily (Dan) 
Forsman and Stephen), 
John (Heather) Scufsa 
( c h i l d r e n  A d d i s o n , 
Rebecca and Rachael), 
Wendy Varey (children 
Adam and Clayton), 
Michael Scufsa, Denise 
Scufsa (children Kali, 
Brady, Parker and Reese); 
Ben (daughter Grace, one 
of Betty and Jim’s greatest 
gifts), Alex and Bradley 
Povhe;  grand-nieces 
Kiersten, Alexis and 
Kiley; and step-niece and 
nephew, Donnie and Joey.

James J. Hall 
James John “Jim” 

Hall, 85, of Orr, passed 
away on Thursday, Jan. 17, 
2019, at Essential Health 
in Virginia.  A memorial 
service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
25 at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Cook. Visitation 
will be held one hour prior 
to the service at the church. 
A light lunch will be served 
after the service at St. 
Mary’s. Arrangements are 
with Mlaker Funeral Home 
of Cook.

Jim was born to John 
and Julia (Rom) Hall on 
Aug. 30, 1933, in Neenah, 
Wis. When Jim was a 
young child, his family 
moved to Greaney, where 
he grew up and attended 
school. He graduated from 
Orr High School in 1952. 
After graduating, Jim was 
employed at various con-
struction jobs in the area. 

In the 1960s, Jim started 
his own business, D&H 
Construction, where he 
worked until retirement 
in the late 1990s. Jim 
was united in marriage to 
Jeanette Doroff in October 
1953. They were blessed 
with five children before 
they divorced.

Jim later met and 
married Jean Adair Craven 
and became a meaningful 
patriarch to her two boys. 
He enjoyed many fishing 
trips in Canada with Jean. 
Jim also loved to spend 
time at deer camp hunting 
deer and grouse, or just 
simply spending time with 
loved ones, especially 
playing cards. His family 
lovingly remembers Jim as 
upbeat and happy, always 
having a smile on his face 
and a twinkle in his eye.

Jim is survived by his 
children, Jim (Linda) Hall 
of Gilbert, Geri Fendler of 
Shakopee, Jolene Brewton 
of  Wisconsin ,  John 
(Laureen) Hall of Eveleth, 
Marie (Patrick) Maczko of 
Lakeville, Mike Syversrud 
and Scott Syversrud, both 
of Gilbert; sister, Maxine 
(Bill) Purdy; 13 grandchil-
dren; and 19 great-grand-
children.

Jim was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
John and Julia; first wife, 
Jeanette (Doroff) Hall; 
second wife and fishing 
partner, Jean (Craven) 
Hall; and sister, Winnie 
Gheen.

Doris E. Milbridge 
Doris E. Milbridge, 

89, of Virginia, passed 
away on Friday, Jan. 18, 
2019, at Essentia Health 
Virginia Care Center. 
Services will be held at a 
later date. Arrangements 
are pending with Range 
Funeral Home in Virginia.

Pamela G. Clines
Pamela G. Clines, 72, 

of Lake Vermilion-Cook, 
passed away peaceful-
ly on Wednesday, Jan. 
16, 2019, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Duluth from 
leukemia. A gathering 
of friends and family to 
honor her memory was 
held on Thursday, Jan. 24, 
at Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook. Memorials may 
be made to St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Cook 
or the Cook Hospital 
Auxiliary Thrift Store. A 
service will be held at 
a later date in Indiana. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Pam was born on July 
6, 1946, in Santa Barbara, 
Calif., and grew up in Terre 
Haute, Ind., where she 
graduated from Garfield 
High School in 1964. She 
then attended Indiana State 
University and graduated 
in 1968 with a teaching 
degree. After graduation 
she moved to Indianapolis 
for an elementary teaching 
career. She was united in 
marriage to Larry Clines on 
June 28, 1969. Pam spent 
37 years in Indianapolis, 
where she raised her 
family and taught for 
Warren Township and then 
Franklin Township School 
Corporation; she retired in 

2005. She enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and 
friends, reading, and vaca-
tions at Walt Disney World 
and Lake Vermilion. After 
years of vacationing in 
Minnesota, Pam and Larry 
purchased a summer cabin 
on Lake Vermilion in 1985. 
In 1997, they acquired 
Timbuktu Marina with 
their children, and then 
retired and moved to Lake 
Vermilion in 2005.

Pam enjoyed volun-
teering at the Cook Thrift 
Store, spending time with 
friends, and her time spent 
at Timbuktu Marina. Her 
most favorite times were 
those with her grandchil-
dren and watching their 
sporting events. Pam was 
a sweet lady, loving wife, 
mother and grandmother, 
and a truly great friend to 
many. She will be forever 
in our hearts and will be 
missed greatly.

Pam is survived by 
her husband of 49 years, 
Larry; daughter, Christine 
(David) Hampson; son, 
Matthew (Michelle); 
brother, Richard (Anita) 
Walters of Indiana; grand-
children, Mason and 
Micaden Clines and Jack 
and Lauren Hampson; 
nephews, Jason and Daniel 
Walters; lifelong cher-
ished friends and extended 
family.

Pam was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Eugene and Antoinette 
Walters. 
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Sisu Heritage Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 24

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. 
will hold its annual meeting at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, Feb. 24 at the Embarrass 
Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd. Agenda 
items include the president’s and other 
committee reports, election of four board 
members, and approval of the 2019 
budget.  

The business portion will be followed 
by members of The Farmstead Artisans, 
speaking on The Nelimark Museum: 
History and Hospitality. They will present 

the history and current mission of this little 
gem of a destination in Embarrass.  Some 
regular visitors to the museum will also 
speak - about why they come and the 
value of this community gathering place.

There will be door prizes and coffee 
an’ will be served. All Sisu members are 
encouraged to attend. Interested residents 
of surrounding communities are invited 
to attend and to consider joining Sisu 
Heritage. Membership is just $10 a year. 
Call 218-984-3024 with any questions.

THANK YOU
The Vermilion Penguins Snowmobile Club would
like to thank the following Tower area businesses
and individuals for sponsoring or donating prizes

for the 19th Fun Run that was held January 19, 1019.

Aronson Boat Works
Benchwarmer’s
Black Bear Café
Bob’s Standard Service
CJ’s Body & Boat Works
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors
Embarrass-Vermillion Federal
  Credit Union
Fortune Bay Resort Casino and 
  The Wilderness
Frandsen Bank and Trust- Tower
Glenmore Resort
Good Ol’ Days
Harold’s Arctic Sales
Jeanne’s Cards and Gifts
Lake Vermilion Houseboats
LeAnn’s Beauty Salon
The Ledge Liquor Store
Nordic Home North

Northwoods True Value
Pike Bay Lodge
The Timberjay
Tower Auto Parts
Tower Car Wash
Tower News
Tower-Soudan Agency
UBetcha Antiques & Uniques
Uffda Thrift & Gifts
Vermilion Club
Vermilion Fuel and Food
Vermilion Golden Rule Lumber
Vermilion Land Office
Vermilion Park Inn
Vermilion Shear Image
Liz Vilnow
The Y Store
Zup’s Grocery

Vermilion Penguins Snowmobile Club
Special thanks to Benchwarmer’s for hosting the check point. Thanks to Jane and Don 

Johnson, Mike and Bergetta Indihar, Van and Liz Vilnow, Julia Maki, Don Brown, 
Rachel Indihar and Sam McGuire for setting up and registering participants; Roberta 

and Curly Skogman for collecting prizes; Tom Coombe for announcing the winners; and 
Jim Zupancich and Nick Wognum for co-chairing the event. The success of the Fun Run 

is due mainly to all of the volunteers and businesses in the Tower, Babbitt, and Ely area, 
and the participants who support the event.

Vermilion Penguins Snowmobile Club



Traveling 135 miles by 
bike, ski or on foot is 
challenging for even the 

most extreme athlete.
Covering that distance in 

subzero temperatures puts the 
accomplishment on a com-
pletely different level.

The grueling Arrowhead 
135 ultramarathon starts at 7 
a.m. on Jan. 28 at Kerry Park, 
takes racers through northern 
Minnesota’s wilderness, and 
ends at Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino in Tower. Hailed as one 
of the tough-
est races in 
the world, the 
15th annual 
competition 
draws athletes 
from around 
t h e  s t a t e , 
country and 
world.

B i l l 
Bradley is 
one of those 
athletes.

Born and raised in north-
ern California, Bradley has 
been temporarily living in 
International Falls since 
mid-December, acclimating 
himself to the Borderland’s 
climate and preparing himself 
for his eighth attempt to finish 
the race on foot.

“I haven’t been able to 
cross that finish line yet,” he 
said. “This is my year.”

The 58-year-old has 
dropped out of the race because 
of problems with his feet, such 
as blisters or trench foot that 
caused his feet to swell out of his 
shoes. Other times, his sled has 
encountered mechanical errors 
and there was even an instance 
when his fingers suffered severe 
frostbite. Regardless, the run-
ner’s energy is contagious and 
his spirit is inspirational. Even 

though seven attempts at the 
challenging race have fallen 
short of his goal, he keeps 
coming back.

“I was put on this earth to 
motivate people and I thought 
my message was to tell people 
to get outside of their comfort 
zone,” he said. “I realized my 
message is don’t quit on your 
dreams... So I keep showing 
up.”

Bradley’s athletic resumé 
is lengthy. He holds the world 
record for seven continuous 
rim-to-rim crossings of the 
Grand Canyon, he ran 584 miles 
through Death Valley – twice, 

biked 3,021 
miles across 
America in 16 
days, swam 
20 miles in 
the English 
Channel with 
no wet suit or 
breaks, and 
the list goes 
on and on.

Still, he 
can’t crack the 
Arrowhead 

code.
“It has always been some-

thing,” he said. “Not this year. 
I’m doing it.”

Going into the 2019 event, 
Bradley knows his physical 
ability is strong and his gear is 
top-of-the-line. It’s the mental 
component he needs to keep 
in check.

“It’s mind, body and gear,” 
he said of what is needed to 
finish the race. “I’m not worried 
about my fitness... I just gotta 
get my head in the game. I know 
I’ve got this. I just gotta do it.”
Race prep

Among fans rooting for 
Bradley’s finish are race direc-
tors Ken and Jackie Krueger. 
The International Falls couple 
are gearing up for the fast-ap-
proaching event and said 

they’re excited to see Bradley 
back on the roster.

“He’s a character,” Jackie 
said with a laugh. “This is his 
year to finish.”

But, they know the race is 
a challenge – physically and 
mentally.

Jackie said at about the 
halfway point of the race, fin-
ishing becomes a mind game.

“Ken knows from experi-
ence,” she said of her husband, 
who has finished the event in 
past years. “The people who 
show up are physically fit... It 
comes down to how they can 
handle the weather, both the 
cold and it being wet while 
maintaining the right body 
temperature. It’s interesting. 
They are a special breed of 
people out there.”

This year’s race will feature 
94 bikers, 69 runners, 12 skiers 
and four with kick sleds, who 
have 60 hours to finish. Thirty-
six of those athletes will race 
unsupported, meaning they are 
not allowed to stop at any of the 
checkpoints along the route.

“This is our third year 

offering unsupported,” Ken 
said. “It adds to the challenge.”

Ken credited the diverse 
group of dedicated racers, 
many of whom continue to sign 
up year after year. Some even 
attempt to earn the “Arrowhead 
a’Trois” trophy, which means 
they have have finished the race 
by skiing, running and biking.

“They usually save skiing 
for last,” Jackie said. “That is 
why our skiing number is up a 
little this year.”

The race directors also 
gave a nod to the volunteers 
who help the race run smoothly.

“Without  them,  we 
wouldn’t have a race,” Ken 
said. “We’re very appreciative 
of all the volunteers we have... 
And this community, too. We’re 
looking forward to another 
great, cold race.”

Editor’s Note: This story 
was originally published in 
The Journal in International 
Falls. It is republished here 
with permission.

REGIONAL—Participants 
in the 15th annual Arrowhead 
Ultra 135 should be all smiles 
when the gun sounds Monday 
morning, sending the roughly 
180 participants on their way 
from International Falls to 
Fortune Bay Resort Casino, near 
Tower. The temperature at race 
time is currently forecast at about 
minus-20 degrees, with even 
colder weather in store during 
the 60-hour race window which 

ends at 7 p.m. on Wednesday.
In other words, it should be 

just about perfect for a hardcore 
group of long-distance racers 
as they take part in what is now 
widely known as one of the 
toughest extreme endurance 
races on the planet and attracts 
participants from around the 
world. Race organizers time 
the event to coincide with what 
is typically the coldest week of 
the winter in the North Country, 
in hopes of challenging the 
skills and mental toughness of 
those who compete in the event, 

whether on foot, bike, or ski. 
Fewer than 50 percent of those 
who start the race will make it 
to the end on their own power.

“We have racers from 
Serbia, Italy, Brazil, Australia, 
and at least 30 states, plus most 
provinces,” said Ken Krueger, of 
International Falls, who directs 
the event with his wife Jackie. 

Krueger was a longtime 
participant in the race but retired 
as a competitor several years 
ago to help organize the event. 
He’s generally pleased with the 
weather forecast but would like 

to see it a bit colder if possible. 
“I’ve done the race eight times,” 
said Krueger. “The most memo-
rable was the toughest.”

Event organizers don’t just 
let anyone take part. First-timers 
must have significant experience 
in extreme events, according 
to the event website. “A race 
in winter conditions improves 
your odds of being selected and 
surviving,” states the website. 

Most of the participants 
are old hands at the event, 
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by EMILY GEDDES
I-Falls Journal Staff Writer

Bill Bradley struck a confident pose earlier this month 
as he prepares to take part in the Arrowhead Ultra 135 
race, which starts Monday in International Falls.  
photo courtesy The International Falls Journal

See ULTRA 135...pg. 5B

“      I realized my 
message is don’t 

quit on your 
dreams... So I keep 

showing up.
Racer Bill Bradley

ARROWHEAD ULTRA 135

Gluttons for punishment 
One of the world’s most brutal endurance contests gets underway Monday, with finish at Fortune Bay

Ely area 

Will persistence pay off 
for ultramarathon racer?
58-year-old Bill Bradley has run the Arrowhead 
Ultra 135 seven times before, without finishing. 
He insists that 2019 will be his year.

George Samec, of Forest 
Lake, caught this 25” 
lake trout on the opening 
day of trout season on 
Burntside Lake. submitted

The ice conditions are 
slowly improving due to the 
below-zero temps of late. 
Many lakes have up to four-
teen inches of ice, and the 
slushy spots have frozen over 
as well. Some travel could 
still be difficult, in places 
where a crust had formed on 
top of the snow, but for the 
most part folks have been 
moving around using sleds 
and four-wheelers with few 
problems. Some access points 
have seen some roads plowed 
and this should open up more 
opportunities over the next 
couple of weeks.

Trout fishing has dom-
inated the scene since its 
opening on Jan. 12. Lake trout 
on Burntside and Snowbank 
lakes have been cooperating, 
with some fish in the five-
to-eight pound range being 
taken. Active jigging with 
small vibrating lures, white 
tubes, and Jigging Raps 
have been working on active 
setups, and smelt or suckers 
fished on the bottom under a 
tip-up has resulted in a few 
fish too.

Stream trout have been 
very active on Miners and 
Tofte lakes, with a few anglers 
coming in with limits of really 
nice rainbows and splake. 
Small jigging lures like forage 
minnows and small spoons 
have caught some bigger fish 
and small jigs tipped with wax 
worms or spikes and mousies 
have been producing good 
numbers.

Courtesy Babe’s Bait 
located at Ely’s west entrance.

REGIONAL— Area 
snowmobile trails are listed 
in fair-to-good condition, 
helped along by the three-
to-five inches of snow that 
fell across the area earlier in 
the week.  Both the Taconite 
and Arrowhead trails are 
freshly-groomed, with a 
packed base ranging from 
two-to-five inches. Snow 
depths around the area range 
from 14-24 inches according 
to the Department of Natural 
Resources. 

While trails are in gener-
ally good shape, trail crews 
are advising riders to watch 
for areas of thin ice or open 
water near current or in some 
swamps. The recent cold has 
helped to stiffen area swamps, 
but more cold weather is 
needed to help stiffen trail 
conditions across the area. 

Trail conditions 
improving with 
more snow, cold
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ULTRA 135...Continued from page 4B
since about 70 percent are 
repeat racers according to 
Krueger. “It’s almost like 
a family reunion,” he said.

While the race is 
tough, participants do 
now have the opportunity 
to make it even tougher by 
going unsupported. Most 
racers take advantage of 
a few checkpoints along 
the way, where they can 
rest, change socks, and 
grab something warm to 
eat. About three dozen of 
this year’s racers, however, 
won’t be taking advantage 
of the checkpoints, but 
will rely entirely on their 
own supplies and forego 

a chance to warm up in 
temperatures that are not 
expected to reach above 
zero Fahrenheit throughout 
the entire event. 

For participants, it’s 
all about bragging rights, 
since the event offers no 
cash prizes. But ever since 
the race was included 
in a book, “The World’s 
Toughest  Endurance 
Challenges,” by Richard 
Hoad and Paul Moore, it’s 
had no trouble attracting 
plenty of interest from 
would-be competitors. 
“We fill up within two 
hours of opening registra-
tion,” said Krueger.

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

-8  -26 -1  -32 2  -20-9  -23
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

01/14     28     25    0.00         
01/15     28      2     0.00     
01/16     23     -9     0.00     
01/17      6     -13    0.00     
01/18     11    -12    0.00     
01/19     -6     -33    0.00     
01/20     -5     -35    0.00 
Totals        0.26   31.5”               

01/14     25      7     0.04     0.2”     
01/15     23      1     0.00     
01/16      7     -15    0.00     
01/17     10     -8     0.00     
01/18     -8     -24    0.00     
01/19     -6     -36    0.00     
01/20     -2     -35    0.00                                                     
Totals        0.24     NA   

01/14     28     23    0.01     0.1”     
01/15     29      5     0.01     0.1”
01/16     23     -9     0.00     
01/17      4     -11    0.00     
01/18     11    -14    0.00     
01/19     -8     -36    0.00     
01/20     -5     -37    0.00 
Totals        0.25      40.7” .

01/14     29     25    0.01     0.1”     
01/15     29      2     0.00     
01/16     24     -9     0.02     0.3”
01/17     11    -13    0.00     
01/18     15    -12    0.00     
01/19     -4     -33    0.00     
01/20     -2     -35    0.00    
Totals        0.20   39.6”

01/14     28     23    0.00         
01/15     28     -1     0.00     
01/16     23    -13    0.01     0.2”
01/17      8      -4     0.00     
01/18     13    -17    0.00     
01/19     -6     -37    0.00     
01/20     -4     -40    0.00 
Totals        0.56     32.7”   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

-7   -27

Open: Mon-Thurs • 9 AM-Midnite
Fri & Sat • 9 AM to 1 AM
218-757-3935

Hwy. 53 • Downtown Orr, MN

ORR MUNICIPAL
Liquor Store

Appetizers • Pizza
Wing Baskets

Welcome Snowmobilers!

 

See Virtual Tours & Every 
Property On The Market On 

Our Easy Map Search! 

218-780-6644 

JanischRealty.com 

NEXT TIME COME HOME! ® 

4675 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 
www.ovesonpelican

lakeresortandinn.com
1-800-860-3613 • 218-757-3613

Snowmobiles
Welcome!
Fireside Lobby

Bar & Restaurant
FREE Wi-Fi

Swimming Pool
Hot Tub & Sauna

B&B

Stop by our OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, January 27 • 11-2

Lunch, tours, drawings

OPEN
Year-Round!

Right off the Taconite Trail
between Tower & Ely...

next to Soudan’s Only Store!
• Comfy, cozy rooms

• Great rates starting at
$70 per night

• Wifi
• Continental breakfast

NEW PROJECT/CLASSROOM
on lower level!

218-753-2333

GOOD OL’ DAYS

• 6 am breakfast Mon.-Sat.
and 8 am breakfast
on Sun.

• 5-7 pm happy hour 
Mon.-Fri.

• Daily meal specials
• Home made soups

& chili
• Friday fish fry
• Pool table, dart board

TVs 

Featuring Minnesota’s

Best Bloody Mary!

OPEN DAILY
Mon-Sat 6 a.m.

Sun 8 a.m.

316 Main St, Tower
218-753-6097

www.goodoldaystower.com

Good ol Days_VOYAGAIRE  2/1/17  12:29 P    

Tower, MN
Hwy. 169 on the left as 

you enter Tower from the west.
 218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Direct Access to
Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

145 E Sheridan St, Ely, MN 
www.insularestaurant.com

218-365-4855

Serving
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Beer & Wine
(sled parking out back)

Sun 7:30 AM-2 PM • Breakfast to Noon
Monday Closed

Tues & Thurs 7:30 AM-9 PM
Fri & Sat 7:30 AM-9 PM

SAMZ 
Place

Happy Hour:
Mon-Thurs: 4-7 PM

Open 10 AM • 7 days a week

Beat the Bartender:
Fri: 5-7 PM

1203-1221 Old Winton Rd,
Ely, MN 55731

10

2 5

6

8 9 10

1

76

PLACE
YOUR

AD
HERE!

CALL
TODAY

218-753-2950

3 4

1

2

3

5

7
8

9

Area Trail Conditions

Taconite Trail
Fair to Good Condition
2-4” base, 14-24” snow on the ground, 
Groomed

Arrowhead Trail
Fair to Good Condition
2-5” base, 14-24” snow on ground
Groomed



ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF 

REGULAR MEETING 
December 10, 2018

The regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Orr City 
Council was held Monday, 
December 10, 2018, at the 
Orr City Hall.

Mayor Joel Astleford called 
the Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Roll call was taken and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited:   
 
Present: 
Mayor Joel Astleford 
Councilor Tom Kennebeck
Councilor  Lloyd Scott
Councilor  Bruce Black
Councilor  Ericka Cote

Also present:  Clerk/
Treasurer Cheri Carter; 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Paul Koch; Maintenance 
Assistant Rocky Hoffman; 
Deputy Clerk Laura Manai; 
Liquor Store Manager 
Charles Nieman; Fire Chief 
Dallas Johnson; Ambulance 
Officers Jim and Leesa 
Gray; Stan Day; and Melissa 
Roach, The Timberjay.

No changes or additions 
were made to the agenda.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve Consent Agenda 
consisting of Minutes 
of Regular Meeting of 
November 12, 2018; Minutes 
of Board of Canvass Meeting 
of November 12, 2018; 
Minutes of Special Meeting 
of November 28, 2018; and 
expenditures in the amount 
of $40,585.27.  All in favor.    
MOTION CARRIED. 

Stan Day of KBFT FM89.9 
radio addressed the council 
regarding the radio station’s 
availability to promote com-
munity events and other spe-
cial events.  

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 

approve Resolution 2018-
15 Final Levy and 2019 
Operating Budgets (General 
Fund, Airport, Ambulance, 
Fire, Liquor Store, Tourist 
Information Center, Water 
and Wastewater) which 
approves a 5% levy increase.  
All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.

Motion by Bruce Black, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to 
approve an increase in the 
wastewater debt service to 
$9.05 per month for each 
residence effective January 
1, 2019.  The change in 
fee is necessary to pay the 
USDA principal loan pay-
ment which increases by 
$1,000 in 2019.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Ericka Cote, to 
approve increasing Deputy 
Clerk Laura Manai’s 2019 
annual salary to $31,200.00.  
All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.

The Airport Fund is showing 
a deficit balance.  Motion 
by Bruce Black, second by 
Tom Kennebeck, to borrow 
funds from the Wastewater 
(602) Fund to cover the defi-
cit.  All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Ericka Cote, to 
approve Resolution 2018-
16 Designating Polling 
Place.  All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.

The furnace in the Airport 
garage administration build-
ing has quit working.  Rocky 
obtained three estimates 
to replace the furnace:  
Marty Yourczak - $2,900; 
Arrowhead Plumbing, 
Heating & Refrigeration 
- $3,500; and Iron Range 
Plumbing & Heating - $3,600.  
Motion by Bruce Black, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, 
to accept the low bid from 
Marty Yourczak.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve Blue Cross Blue 
Shield health insurance plan 
BlueAccess Gold $1000 637 
for key full-time employ-
ees for 2019.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Bruce Black, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to 
approve 2019 Renewal of 
Liquor License for Oveson’s 
Pelican Lake Resort & 
Inn.  All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Ericka Cote, to 
approve 2019 Cigarette and 
3.2 Licenses for Norman’s 
One Stop and Pelican Bay 
Foods.  All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve $25.00 dona-
tion to Orr Area Volunteer 
Ambulance.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

Fire Chief Dallas Johnson 
has obtained three quotes 
for a heater for their Ranger:  
Five Season’s Sports - 
$1,279.99; Ray’s Sport 
& Cycle - $1,255.97; and 
Moose Lake Implement 
- $1,090.00.  Motion by 
Lloyd Scott, second by Tom 
Kennebeck, to approve 
quote from Five Season’s 
Sports.  The other two bids 
would require two trips at a 
greater distance adding extra 
time and mileage.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS FROM 
DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Liquor Store:   Liquor Store 
Manager Charles “Chet” 
Nieman reported November 
sales were down compared 
to last November.  The Snow 
City Festival events were a 

success.  The Liquor Store 
will be closed on Sundays 
until spring.

Water and Sewer:  
Maintenance Supervisor 
Paul Koch reported they had 
one shut-off in November.  
One customer was found to 
have a usually high usage 
due to a malfunctioning toi-
let.  The circulating pump 
in the water tower needs 
to be repaired before cold 
weather.  The effluent flow 
meter flume will be installed 
in January.  The skating rink 
is open.
 
Airport:    Airport Manager 
Rocky Hoffman reported the 
fuel pump went out in the 
2006 pickup.  He is work-
ing with Iron Trail Motors on 
ordering a new pickup and 
plow.  Fuel inventory is 1008 
gallons of 100LL, and 1102 
gallons of Jet A.

Ambulance:  Finance Officer 
Jim Gray reported they have 
responded to 110 runs as 
of December 6, 2018.  He 
reviewed the ambulance 
budget for 2018 and 2019.  
They will work with the Fire 
Department to get a cover 
for the Ranger where the 
gurney is located and to pro-
tect personnel from the ele-
ments.  They will be looking 
into grant options to cover 
this cost.  Some of the EMR’s 
have expressed interest in 
further training in order to be 
an EMT.    

Fire Department:  Fire Chief 
Dallas Johnson reported 
they responded to the fire at 
Zup’s in Cook.  This resulted 
in some frozen valves on the 
fire truck.  A couple of the 
firefighters are interested in 
attending cold water training 
in Virginia.  The department’s 
wild fire response equipment 
has been reviewed and 

updated with the DNR.  

Tourist Information Center:  
Has been quiet.

Comments from Visitors:  
None.

Comments from Mayor/
Council:  None

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Ericka Cote, 
to adjourn. All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at 7:27 
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, Mayor
Cheri J. Carter, Clerk/
Treasurer
Published in the Timberjay, 

Jan. 25, 2019

ORR CITY COUNCIL 
TRUTH-IN-TAXATION 

HEARING 
DECEMBER 10, 2018 

The Truth-In-Taxation 
Hearing of the Orr City 
Council was held Monday, 
December 10, 2018, at the 
Orr City Hall. 
Mayor Joel Astleford called 
the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. Roll call was taken. 
Present: 

Mayor: Joel Astleford 
Councilor: Bruce Black 
Councilor: Ericka Cote 
Councilor: Tom Kennebeck 
Councilor: Lloyd Scott 
Also present: Clerk/
Treasurer Cheri Carter and 
Melissa Roach, Timberjay. 

The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the 2019 bud-
get and final levy for 2018. 

The City Council reviewed 
a five-year history of esti-
mated and taxable market 
values for the city obtained 
from the St. Louis County 
Auditor. City staff were able 
to trim expenses to propose 
a 5% increase in the 2019 
levy. Revenues from the 
Orr Municipal Liquor Store 
will also be used to help 
offset costs for the Water, 
Wastewater, Airport and 
Tourist Information Center. 
The effect of a 3% and 5% 
increase to property own-
ers in the city was received 
from the St. Louis County 
Auditor’s Office and distrib-
uted to council members. 
A correction to the Mayor’s 
wages was noted to reflect 
annual wages should be 
$1,920.00. 

The principal payment for the 

USDA loan for improvements 
to wastewater infrastructure 
increased by $1,000. To 
cover the cost of the loan 
increase, the debt service 
fee charged to residents 
would need to be increased 
from $8.55 to $9.05 per 
month for each resident. 

The effects of GASBY 67 
and 68 as to PERA liability, 
and how it affects the city’s 
financial statements was dis-
cussed. This is an unknown 
factor and final numbers will 
not be known until the 2018 
city audit. 

Comments from Visitors: 
None in attendance 
Comments from Mayor and 
Council: None 

There being no visitors or cit-
izens in attendance, motion 
by Bruce Black, second by 
Tom Kennebeck, that the 
Truth-in-Taxation Hearing 
be adjourned. All in favor. 
MOTION CARRIED. Hearing 
adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, Mayor
Cheri J. Carter, 
Clerk/Treasurer
Published in the Timberjay, 

Jan. 25, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Engineering Aide 
Trainee (Temp)

Apply by 2/1/19

Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
- Virginia Apply by 2/8/19

Highway Laborer (Temp)
Apply by 2/4/19

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  1/25

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/employment
Or email 

kfitton@vermilioncountry.org
218-753-1246  

www.vermilioncountry.org
1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

EMPLOYMENT
Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)
Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant ($1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Casual RN or LPN
Hospital
1 PT Registered Nurse ($4,000 sign-on bonus)

Activities
1 PT Activities Assistant
Dietary
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Rehabilitation
FT Occupational Therapist
Imaging
2 Full Time  Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
Casual Housekeeper & Laundry Aide

Wolflink Marketing Coordinator
The International Wolf Center is seeking applicants 
for the position of Wolflink Marketing Coordina-
tor.  This position will market and promote education  
programs to past and prospective schools. The ideal 
candidate will have strong sales and organization-
al skills as well as oral and written communication 
skills.  To apply, submit a a cover letter and resume to  
careers@wolf.org or stop by the International 
Wolf Center (located just east of Ely on High-
way 169) to pick up an application. Part-time  
position with hourly wage DOQ & E. For job descrip-
tion, please visit: 

www.wolf.org 
1396 Highway 169 • Ely, Minnesota
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TOWER AMBULANCE
Accepting EMR and EMT Applications

for

PAID-ON-CALL Staffing

For more information or questions
Contact ambulance@cityoftower.com

TOWER AMBULANCE 
Accepting EMR and EMT Applications 

for 

PAID-ON-CALL Staffing 

For more information or questions 

Contact ambulance@cityoftower.com 

NOTICE OF VACANCY
ST. LOUIS COUNTY 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
will be appointing a member to a three-year 
term on the St. Louis County Civil Service 
Commission.  The Civil Service Commission 
oversees the administration of the County’s 
merit system of employment by approving 
and enforcing rules, hearing appeals and 
complaints. Applicants cannot hold or be a 
candidate for public office, may not hold any 
public employment, or hold a position in a 
political party within two years immediately 
preceding appointment, and must be a res-
ident of St. Louis County. There are usually 
two (2) meetings scheduled per month (1:30 
pm-2:00 pm on Mondays).  At least four 
meetings per year are scheduled in Range 
cities.  Periodic hearings may be significantly 
longer.  Contact James R. Gottschald, St. 
Louis County Human Resources Director at 
218-725-5066 or gottschaldj@stlouiscoun-
tymn.gov. 

Persons interested in serving on this com-
mission should submit an application to: Phil 
Chapman, Deputy County Auditor, St. Louis 
County Courthouse, Room 214, 100 North 
5th Avenue West, Duluth, MN 55802 no later 
than February 15, 2019. To apply online, go 
to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/clerk and click 
“Application for Citizen Advisory Committee”. 

Applications are also available in the County 
Auditor’s Office in the Duluth Courthouse 
and the Northland Office Building in Virginia, 
and in the Ely Government Services Building, 
or by emailing chapmanp@stlouiscountymn.
gov or calling 218-726-2385.

NANCY NILSEN, COUNTY AUDITOR
By: Phil Chapman, Deputy Auditor

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 25, 2019
Office and Facility Manager

The International Wolf Center is seeking applicants 
for the full-time position of Office and Facility 
Manager at the Ely Interpretive Center. This posi-
tion will reconcile financial transactions daily, 
assist the retail department in processing online 
orders, ensure secure, safe and clean operations 
of the grounds and facility, and perform various 
administrative duties.

The ideal candidate will have strong organiza-
tional and problem solving skills, administrative 
office experience, professional attitude, ability to 
create and manipulate spreadsheets and excellent 
written communication skills. To apply, submit a 
cover letter and resume to careers@wolf.org. Wage 
DOE.  For job description, please visit: 

www.wolf.org
    1396 Highway 169, Ely, Minnesota   2/15

Bearville Township 
Board of Supervisors 

Meeting Dates for 2019 
 

The Bearville Town Board of Supervisors 
will hold their monthly meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town Hall. 

Meetings are open to the public. 
 

Bearville Township - Board of Audit  
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
The Bearville Township Board of Audit  will 
be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town Hall. This 
meeting will consist of auditing the books 

for the year ending December 31, 2018 and 
preparing a budget and proposed levies to 

submit to the Annual Town Meeting. 
 

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 25, 2019



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT-
for rent in Orr. Call Dennis at 
Bayview Apartments, 218-780-
0200. tfn

 STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

SNOW 
REMOVAL

VERMILION SNOW 
MANAGEMENT- Serving the 
entire Lake Vermilion area. 
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks. 
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online 
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion
A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

Sell It
HERE

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.
 
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037.

CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS- 
“Credit problems? No problem!” 
No way. A poor credit history 
takes time to repair, no mat-
ter what anybody claims. The 
Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can remove 
accurate or timely information 
from your credit report. Learn 
more about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A 
message from The Timberjay 
and the FTC. 

 HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPING HELP 
NEEDED AT PIKE BAY 
LODGE- Part-time. Start imme-
diately. Call Jay at 218-753-
2430.  tfn

HELP WANTED- Handyman 
or person with construction 
background to help disman-
tle a log cabin in March and 
April. Compensation negotia-
ble. Please call 612-325-4839. 
2/15v

PART-TIME CLASSROOM 
ASSISTANT position working 
with preschool children in a 
Head Start Classroom in Ely. 
Please apply at www.aeoa.org 
careers tab. AA/EOE.  12/13
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

timberjay.com

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off • Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

INTERIOR STAIN SALE
All Cabot, Valspar

& McClosky
Interior Stains

40% OFF

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#135004 - BEAR RIVER  3 BR, 4 BA country home 
on 200 acres. Barn w/tack room and well water, shop/
airplane hangar. Fenced pastures. Must See! $375,000

#136229 - LAKE VERMILION  5.29 acres, 300 ft of 
prime rocky shoreline. South-facing parcel adjoins 
federal land and the BWCAW. Includes lift out dock. 
$149,500

#135559 - PELICAN LAKE  2 BR, .75 BA cabin on 
Bois Forte leased lot w/ 65 ft sandy swimming area.  
Lakeside dry boathouse. $65,000

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Littlefork-$45,000  Nicely wooded 40 acre parcel
7 miles south of Int’l Falls.  MLS#134185
Cook-$45,900  40 wooded acres on the corner of Hwy 22 
& Hwy 5.  MLS#136114
Cook-$27,000  20 wooded acres adjacent to state land.                                                                   
MLS#135118
Orr-$65,000  40 acres of excellent hunting land.                                                                              
MLS#135390
Orr-$24,900  27.28 acres on the Orr/Buyck Road with 
state lands on 3 sides. MLS#135457
Cook-$105,000  160 acres near Cook. Perfect for hunting. 
MLS#135534

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985


 
 
 
 
 












WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

WOW!
ON SALE 

$4.94 a bag
CASH & CARRY

LOOK WHAT WE’VE GOT!LOOK WHAT WE’VE GOT!
Premium

Wood Pellets

PUBLIC NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 
69VI-PR-18-201
Notice and Order for Hearing on 
Petition for Descent of Property

Estate of:
Beatrice Elaine Edeen
aka Beatrice E. Edeen
aka Beatrice Edeen,
Decedent

A Petition for Determination of 
Descent has been filed with this 
Court. The Petition represents 
that the Decedent died more than 
three years ago, leaving prop-
erty in Minnesota and requests 
the probate of Decedent’s last 
Will (if any), and the descent of 

such property be determined and 
assigned by this Court to the per-
sons entitled to the property.

Any objections to the Petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to 
or raised at the hearing. If prop-
er, and no objections are filed 
or raised, the Petition may be 
granted.

IT IS ORDERED and Notice is 
further given, that the Petition will 
be heard on February 13, 2019, at 
9:30 a.m., by this Court at 300 5th 
Ave. South Virginia, Minnesota.
1. Notice shall be given to all inter-
ested persons (MINN. STAT. § 
524.1-401) and persons who have 
filed a demand for notice pursu-
ant to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-204.
2. Notice shall be given by publish-
ing this Notice and Order as pro-
vided by law and by mailing a copy 

of this Notice and Order at least 14 
days prior to the hearing date.

Dated: December 27, 2018

BY THE COURT
Robert C. Friday
Judge of District Court

Amy Turnquist/
Court Administrator
Debra Thorstensen/Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
Sipila Law Office LLC
412 1st Street South, Suite 1
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 024501X
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
FAX: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 
18 & 25, 2019

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/20/2019 North

SMARTPHONE BOGO: Limited Time Offer. Select locations. Must buy each iPhone 8 64 GB ($699.99) on 0% APR AT&T Next (30 mos. at $23.34/mo.) or AT&T Next Every Year (24 mos. at $29.17/mo.) with eligible service. Tax on full retail price of both due at sale. After all 
credits, get iPhone 8 64GB for free. Max credit may be applied towards other eligible iPhone 8/8 Plus models priced up to $950, which will be discounted but not free. iPhone X is not eligible. Req’d Wireless: Eligible postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices (min. 
$65/mo. for new svc with autopay and paperless bill discount. Pay $75/mo. until discount starts w/in 2 bills.  Existing customers can add to elig. current plans If you cancel wireless svc on one, will owe that device balance of up to $950. Activation Fee: up to $45/each. 
Return: Return w/in 14 days. Restocking fee up to $45 each may apply. Add’l BOGO terms for customers w/consumer acct & Subscriber Paid User acct: Purchased device must be on Subscriber Paid User acct & free/discounted device must be on the consumer acct.  Billing 
addresses for Subscriber Paid User & consumer accts must match.  Req’s elig. postpaid wireless voice & data svc on both devices. Combined min. elig wireless svc is $73.50/mo. ($28.50/mo. on Subscriber Paid User acct + $45/mo. on consumer acct after autopay & paperless 
bill discount. Pay $83.50/mo. until discount starts on consumer acct w/in 2 bills.) Bill Credits: Applied in equal amounts to device over entire agmt term & will not exceed $700. Both wireless lines must be on same acct, be active & in good standing for 30 days to qualify. 
To get all credits, free wireless line must remain active, with eligible service, and on agmt for entire term. If you cancel service, upgrade or pay up/off agmt early your credits may cease.  Limits: May not be combinable w/other offers, discounts or credits. Purchase, financing 
& other limits & restr’s apply. Participation in this offer may make your wireless account ineligible for select other offers (including select bill credit offers) for a 12 month period.  See store or att.com/iphone8offer for offer details.
GEN. WIRELESS SVC: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Credit approval required. Svcs not for resale. Deposit: May apply. Limits: Purch. & line limits apply. Prices may vary by location. Taxes, fees, monthly, other charges, usage, speed, coverage & other restr's 
apply per line. See att.com/additionalcharges for details on fees & charges. Promotions, terms & restr’s subject to change & may be modified or terminated at any time without notice. AT&T service is subject to AT&T network management policies. See 
att.com/broadbandinfo for details.
IV Technologies Inc. NRO PD T 0118 5327 E

Ask an associate for details.

888-415-8576

Learn how to get a 
Galaxy S8 FREE! 


