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REGIONAL– The 
YMCA of the Greater 
Twin Cities recently pur-
chased Timberwolf Lodge 
and Northern Lights Lodge 
and Resort on Bear Island 
Lake to create a second 

family camp in the Ely 
area.

The $4.1 million acqui-
sition, located on Highway 
21 North between Ely and 
Babbitt,  continues the 
YMCA’s 162-year tra-
dition of creating access 
to nature through mean-
ingful outdoor experi-

ences, according to Joan 
Schimml, senior director 
of communications and 
marketing for the Y.

“We are already 
hosting families this 
winter and accepting res-
ervations for the summer 
season,” she said. “This is 
our second family camp 

in northern Minnesota, 
joining Camp Du Nord on 
Burntside Lake, and part of 
our effort to expand wilder-
ness opportunities to adults 
and children.” 

Camp du Nord was 
the Y’s first family camp, 

YMCA opens second family camp near Ely
Two resorts combined into Camp Northern Lights on Bear Island Lake
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Timberwolf and Northern Lights resorts on 
Bear Island Lake were recently combined into a 
new YMCA family camp. submitted photo

REGIONAL — The 
St. Louis County Planning 
Commission gave its blessing 
to a proposed expansion to 
the BayView Lodge complex 
last Thursday, but not before 
hearing from several neighbors 

who opposed the plan. 
The project includes pro-

posed additions to the existing 
lodge site as well as the addi-
tion of a 33-unit RV park on a 
property located between the 
lodge and County Rd. 77. 

A new access road, which 

would directly connect the RV 
park and lodge to County Rd. 
77, is also part of the plan. The 
RV park is being proposed by 
Ryan Horan and a business 
partner, Dean Ribich, from 
the Twin Cities, who would 
operate the facility as a sep-

arate business from BayView 
Lodge. 

The plan presented by 
the partners suggests it could 
facilitate the reopening of the 
popular BayView Lodge bar 

County OKs BayView Lodge RV park
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

The BayView Lodge on Lake 
Vermilion could reopen next 
summer. file photo

Expansion project includes addition to existing lodge

TOWER

ELY – As many as 17 Ely teachers 
are suing the Ely School District over 
recent deductions to their paychecks, made 
without their knowledge or authorization. 

Teachers acknowledge that the deduc-
tions were an effort by the school district 
to recover overpayments to teachers, made 
in error, during the 2017-2018 school year. 

The Ely School Board went into closed 
session last week to discuss the pending 
litigation with the district’s attorney and 
to develop a response to the claim that 
was filed last month in conciliation court 
in Virginia.

Documents provided to the Timberjay 
this week from the first case, Krista Moyer 
vs. Ely School District et al, say Moyer 
claims the school district mistakenly over-
paid her in the 2017-2018 school year, then 
proceeded to reclaim the overpaid funds 
through a series of payroll deductions. 
Those deductions were unauthorized, 
according to the lawsuit, and thereby in 
violation of the law.

The other 16 teachers, who filed 
their own separate claims, include Paula 
Anderson, Kelly Chick, Tiffany Davis, 
Kaley Hotaling, Mariah Jeske, Tara 
Johnson, Jennifer Kerntz, Risto Kultula, 
Cory Lassi, Jason Limp, John Meyer, 
Kelly Noble, Molly Olson, Michael Rouse, 

17 teachers 
sue district 
over wages

See... LODGE pg. 10

TOWER— Operational 
spending by the Tower Area 
Ambulance Service is expect-
ed to surpass $439,000 next 
year, based on the city’s 2019 
budget approved by the city 
council here on Dec. 10.

That’s over $200,000 
more than the department 
spent in 2017, which was the 
last year before the depart-
ment’s transition to paid 
on-call staffing. 

The estimated expendi-
tures do not include the cost of 
purchasing a new ambulance. 
The city council, earlier this 
month, approved spending 
$243,000 on an ambulance 
for delivery in 2019, which 
could push the department’s 
expenditures next year to 
nearly $700,000.

The department spent 
just over $235,000 in 2017, 

Ambulance 
Service 
spending 
pegged at 
$440,000 
next year

One-year-old Zella 
Boshkaykin is not 
quite sure what 
to make of Santa, 
at the Fortune 
Bay Children’s 
Christmas Party 
on Dec. 15. 
Left: Arlene and 
Norman King talk 
with Santa. 
photos by J. Summit

Santa 
time

See... YMCA pg. 9

We hope you enjoy this special holiday greeting edition. 
Deadline for the Dec. 28 paper is on Friday, Dec. 21. 
Please note there will be no Timberjay published on Jan. 4.

The Timberjay office will be closed Monday, Dec. 24 - Friday, Jan. 4.



EVELETH- Four 
Mesabi Range College-
Eveleth Campus faculty 
recently took part in 
robotic welding training. 
The training will allow 
all four individuals to be 
able to operate the two 
robotic welders, as well 
as train other instructors 
and students on how to use 
them. “This allows us to be 
educated on how to use the 
latest automated welding 
technology,” says Mesabi 

Range College Welding 
Technology instructor 
Randy Washenesky. 
“Our students and area 
instructors will greatly 
benefit from what we have 
learned.”  The robotic 
welders will be part of the 
CNC class Fall Semester 
in the second year of the 
Advanced Level Welding 
Technology Program.

The Entry Level 
Welding Technology 
Program at Mesabi Range 

College is a 33-credit, 
two-semester program 
with a diploma for success-
ful student graduates. One 
or two welder certifications 
may be available. The 
Advanced Level Welding 
Technology Program is a 
65-credit, four-semester 
program (including the 
ELW Program) that is 
optional upon comple-
tion of the Entry Level 
Program. Its successful 
completion gives the 
graduate an additional 
diploma. Several more 
welder certifications are 
available.  The American 
Welding Society accredits 
the cutting-edge Welding 
Program at Mesabi Range 
College. Applications for 
Fall Semester are being 
accepted now. Visit www.
mesabirange.edu for more 
information.
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3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

Ugly Sweater
Party and

                COSTUME CONTEST
8:30 PM-12:30 AM

“KARAOKE”

Saturday, December 22

DRINK SPECIALS and Appetizers

3 Column X 4” Timberjay • December 14, 2018

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs

Robotic Welding Training at Mesabi Range College 

Mesabi Range welding programs now feature training on robotic arm 
welding technology. submitted photo

Lighting up the 
season in Embarrass

The community of Embarrass celebrated the holidays with 
the lighting of ice candles at the Embarrass Cemetery along 
with a get-together at the town hall, on Dec. 15.
Left: Ice candles lit the gravestones and lined the path at 
the cemetery. Below: Area residents enjoyed a light supper. 
Bottom left: Lulu Pluswik picks out a cookie. Bottom right: 
Jasper Strasser enjoys a coloring book that was in a gift bag 
from Santa. photos by J. Summit



ELY – An Ely man pleaded 
guilty to two felony charges 
of threats of violence and 
false imprisonment in St. 
Louis County District Court in 
Virginia last week and received 
three years of probation.

Ryan Savolainen, 40, will 
face a 13-month prison term, 
according to the plea arrange-
ment, should he violate pro-
bation restrictions. Four other 
charges, including kidnapping, 
second-degree assault and two 
counts of domestic assault were 
dismissed as part of the deal.

Last October, according to 
authorities, Savolainen forced 
an ex-girlfriend to drive to his 
home and threatened to “kill 
her and dump her body in the 
woods.” The victim told police 
he held a knife to her throat.

The victim previously had 
a protective order filed against 
Savolainen. The report said she 

dropped the order due to threats 
made by the defendant against 
her and her daughter.

 “I’m out!” Savolainen 
posted on Facebook last 

week. “What 
a  f r e ak in ’ 
n i g h t m a r e 
and ordeal. If 
things went 
really badly I 
was looking at 
up to 20 years. 
So when the 
prosecution 

offered to drop four of the six 
charges and stick me with three 
years of probation I took the 
deal. I’m looking forward to the 
future and not dwelling in the 
past. As the saying goes, there 
are two sides to every story.”

Savolainen was also 
ordered to have a chemi-
cal dependency assessment, 
refrain from using drugs, have 
no contact with the victim, and 
register as a predatory offender. 
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Council okays 2019 budget

EMPLOYMENT EQUITY

Superintendent rejects Tower “lunch lady’s” request for reclassification

Ely man given probation in 
assault of former girlfriend

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ryan Savolainen

Twin Cities law firm to help Turnbull in pay equity case

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

TOWER— Longtime Tower 
School “lunch lady” Marilyn 
Turnbull may soon be getting help 
from a high-powered Twin Cities 
law firm as she pursues her claim for 
fair pay from the St. Louis County 
School District. 

Following the Timberjay’s Nov. 
30 story on her plight, the Halunen 
Law Firm, of Minneapolis, reached 
out to Turnbull offering to help. 
The firm’s leading partner, Clayton 

Halunen, has a prominent summer 
home on Lake Vermilion and his 
mother, a retired teacher, is also a 
resident of the lake. 

The story highlighted Turnbull’s 
years-long struggle to be compen-
sated as a “cook manager,” which 
is the title and pay grade that most 
closely reflects her actual duties. The 
district has, instead, classified her as 
an “assistant cook,” even though she 
has run the school kitchen in Tower 
almost singlehandedly for years. The 
lower designation has resulted in tens 
of thousands of dollars in lost income 

for Turnbull, who has lived alone 
since her husband Ballard died 13 
years ago. Turnbull currently earns 
just over $14 an hour as an assistant 
cook, nearly $2 an hour less than 
she would earn as a cook manager. 
She works about 40 hours per week 
during the school year.

Turnbull had hoped a Monday 
meeting with Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson might yield some break-
through on the longstanding issue, but 
the meeting made little progress after 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See TURNBULL...pg. 5

Civic center renamed in honor of the late Herb Lamppa

CITY OF TOWER

TOWER— The city council 
approved a 2019 city operating 
budget with little discussion 
during its regular meeting on 
Dec. 10. The budget includes 
mostly minor changes from the 
prior year’s spending outline, 
with a few exceptions. The city 
will levy a total of $370,520, a 
half-percent increase over last 
year.

The city’s ambulance budget 
will see the biggest change for 
next year, with expenditures 
expected to increase from last 
year’s budgeted amount of 
$286,110, to $439,800 next 
year. That increase reflects the 
added expense of the service’s 
new paid on-call service. The 
higher spending does not include 
the cost of paying for a new 
ambulance. The city council 
approved that purchase, at a 
total of $243,994, on Dec. 10 
and is expected to take delivery 

sometime in late winter or early 
spring. 

The purchase of new turnout 
gear for the fire department will 
boost spending in that depart-
ment by about $9,000, while 
the debt service for the sewer 
extension and related sewer 
reconstruction at the Hoodoo 
Point Campground, at $36,910 
a year, was the largest factor in 
a $54,600 anticipated increase in 
campground expenditures.

Total general fund spending 
for 2019 is set at $672,830, a 
$5,000 increase over the adopted 
2018 budget. 

In other business, the council 
voted to rename Tower’s civic 
center to the Herbert R. Lamppa 
Civic Center. Lamppa, who died 
Nov. 14 of this year, was an influ-
ential former Mayor of Tower, 
a long-time St. Louis County 
Commissioner, a beloved math 
instructor, and a successful 
inventor and businessman.

The city council unanimous-
ly approved the renaming of the 

facility with no discussion.
In economic development 

action, the council approved a 
new plat for the Tower harbor 
area, extending from the indus-
trial park on the west side of 
Hwy. 135 to the harbor itself. 
Approval of the plat could clear 
the way to begin sales of town 
homes at the harbor, but the 
council’s Dec. 10 changes to 
a tax abatement plan have put 
that project, and an uncomplet-
ed development agreement, in 
some doubt.

The council also approved 
two pay estimates to Lenci 
Enterprises for ongoing work 
on the TEDA building in the 
industrial park, half of which 
will soon serve as the new home 
of Lamppa Manufacturing. The 
pay estimates totaled $132,430.

The council also approved 
a resolution in support of a 
broadband initiative being led 
by TEDA in conjunction with 
the Blandin Foundation. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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Visit us on our website at
floortoceilingvirginia.com
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Sauna Accessories & Gift Ideas!
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WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn KoskiLes Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

SHOP OUR INVENTORY ONLINE AT WWW.WASCHKECHEVROLET.COM FOR DETAILS

2018 SILVERADO 1500 Crew Cab LT All Star 4WD

2019 EQUINOX LT

$4,889 Employee Discount For Everyone
$5,250 Total Cash Allowance
+ $750 Option Pkg. Discount

$10,889 TOTAL VALUE2

$1,500 DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
When YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL
AVERAGE EXAMPLE APR 5.9% FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS3

PLUS

Lease for 
ONLY $289 MOA

  $2,471 Employee Discount For Everyone
+$1,750 Total Cash Allowance

BELOW MSRP
ON THIS EQUINOX4$4,221
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
When YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL
AVERAGE EXAMPLE APR 5.9% FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS3

PLUS

$1,000

MSRP
$51,015

MSRP
$32,300

2018 SILVERADO 1500CREW CAB LT ALL STAR 4WD
$4889 EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT FOR EVERYONE

 $5250 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE
+$750  OPTION PACKAGE DISCOUNT

$10,889 TOTAL VALUE2

PLUS

$ 1,500 DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
WHEN YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL
AVERAGE EXAMPLE APR 5.9% FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS3

$2471 EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT FOR EVERYONE
+  $1750 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE

$4,221BELOW MSRP
ON THIS EQUINOX4

PLUS

$ 1,000 DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
WHEN YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL
AVERAGE EXAMPLE APR 5.9% FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS3

 LEASE FOR ONLY 
$289/MOA2019 EQUINOX LT

1 Available on 2018 models and 2019 Equinox, Traverse, Colorado and Sllverado 1500 LT, excluding select base
trims. Not available with fleet sales and some other offers. Dealer fees are extra and will vary. At participating
dealers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/19. 2 Total Value based on $51,015 MSRP. Not available with special
financing, lease, fleet sales and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/19. See participating dealer for
details. 3 Must finance with GM Financial. Some customers may not qualify. Length of contract limited. Not available
with special financing, lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/19. See dealer for details. 4
2019 Equinox Premier based on $32,300 MSRP.  Not available with special financing, lease, fleet sales and some
other offers. Take new retail delivery by 1/2/19. See participating dealer for details.

A) 36 months, 36,000 miles with $2,000 cash down or trade equity and first payment tax, and
registration due at signing.

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET COOK

Prices exclude lic., tax & registration fees. Les Hujanen    Lorn Koski

Shop our inventory online at www.waschkechevrolet.com for details
M-F 8-6, Sat. 9-2 • 126 N. Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Equinox Lease Disclaimer: 
36 months, 36,000 miles
with $2,000 cash down 

or trade equity and
first payment tax, 

and registration due
at signing.

EMPLOYEE PRICING GOOD THROUGH JAN. 2, 2019!
20% OFF MSRP on ‘18 Impala & ‘18/’19 Spark Models

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC C
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Real people. Real results.
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We invite you to a

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY | DECEMBER 2O & 21, 2018  

8:00 A.M.–4:30 P.M. | TOWER BANK LOBBY

Join us for cider, coffee, and cookies.
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It’s December 
21! Only four more 
days ’til Christmas 
so what else is there 
to think about but 
merriment, music, 
family, and food! 
And when we talk 
food, it’s a veritable 
food-a-palooza!! 
I bet Americans 
c onsum e  more 
calories between 
Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s than at 

all our other holi-
days combined! 

  I had lunch 
with a dear friend the 
week after Turkey 
Day. She report-
ed on her holiday 
dinner. A large 
clan gathered at her 
home, generous-
ly contributing to 
the family feast.  
The table was filled 
with irresistible hors 
d’oeuvres, the tra-

ditional turkey, a juicy ham, 
mounds of stuffing (no pun 
intended), homemade mashed 
potatoes smothered in butter and 
gravy, numerous side dishes, and 
to top it off, a host of high-carb, 
mouth-watering desserts! Once 
done with her story she added, 
“There was too much food — so 
much food it almost made me 
ill!”  

I could relate. I remember 
feeling this same discomfort 
when I returned from my time in 
Zambia where I witnessed many 

living with next to nothing.  I 
still wanted to offer her comfort. 
Instead I kept quiet since all I 
could think to say was, “Lighten 
up. This is the season for excess!” 

It starts early. Big-box stores 
begin stocking shelves with all 
things red and green just in time 
for Halloween.  The season’s glut 
keeps increasing right up to the 
grand finale party binge, New 
Year’s Eve.  Then we’re exulted 
for having helped boost the 
nation’s economy by “increasing 
the opportunity to beat last year’s 

record for consumer spending.”  
For some reason, even that 
doesn’t remove the sensation 
that something about this isn’t 
quite right. Maybe deep inside, 
we want to know when “enough 
is enough.” My grandmother 
used to say, “anything more than 
need is greed.” Now, some might 
say that’s a little extreme, but it 
stuck with me and became my 
ad hoc guide to know when to 

 For years, Timberjay 
readers have put up with Steve 
Johnson’s wild assertions 
about the evils of U.S. foreign 
policy and the “war criminals” 
responsible. Though there is 
truth behind much of this (even 
as the numbers he quotes— 
“hundreds of thousands of 
deaths”, etc.— have often 
struck me as wildly out-of-
whack), his assertions gener-
ally do not tell the whole story. 

For example, his claims 
about the first Gulf War. At 
the end of that war, Baghdad 
was in no way “destroyed”, as 
Johnson claims, and as for the 
so-called “highway of death”, 
how else were we supposed to 
convince the Iraqis to retreat 
from the country they had 
so brutally invaded but by 
attacking their army? What 
is not well-known is what the 
Iraqis did as they retreated. I 
have a friend who was in an 
Army support unit, who told 
me that for weeks all his unit 
did was bury bodies, Kuwaiti 
civilians— men, women and 
children— who the Iraqis 
slaughtered en masse as they 

retreated. In his words, “The 
Iraqis killed everyone - entire 
villages wiped out.” I don’t 
recall Johnson mentioning that 
part of the story. If he wants to 
continue to attack American 
policy around the globe, it’s 
certainly his right to do so, 
but if he expects to be taken 
seriously, then he should really 
get his facts straight and tell 
the whole story, not just his 
one-sided version.

Lynn Scott
Soudan

In last week’s Timberjay, 
the Greenwood Township 
Treasurer once again has 
made some misleading state-
ments that seem intended to 
instill “Chicken Little” fear 
of unincorporation or annex-
ation from being folded into 
a Fire District.  The Cloquet 
Fire District is comprised 
of several government enti-
ties, two of which are Perch 
Lake Township and Brevator 
Township, who joined freely 
with no folding in or forced 
admission.  Both townships 
have township supervisors 

who are part of the District’s 
governing board and neither 
township has become unincor-
porated or annexed because of 
joining the District.  There are 
no provisions in Mn Statute 
Chapter 414 that lead to 
annexation because of joining 
a Fire District.  The joint Fire 
Department between Tower 
and Breitung has not come to 
fruition so there is no entity 
even available to initiate a 
district.  However, the Mn 
Association of Townships and 
the Mn League of Cities both 
support legislation designed 
to more easily create a district 
because of changing demo-
graphics.

The Treasurer would also 
have us believe the Greenwood 
Township Board is responsible 
for our lower taxes, but that 
credit lies with the Annual 
Meeting: it alone approves the 
levy.   Pam Rodgers signed her 
editorial as Treasurer. Does 
she speak for the board in her 
opinion, and does the Board 
think we should be fearful of 
annexation?  Be assured, the 
sky is not falling.

JoAnn Bassing
Greenwood Township

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION

Letters from Readers

Mark Dayton’s legacy
A wealthy heir worked to make life 

better for average Minnesotans

COMMENTARY

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN See  HOLIDAYS ...pg. 5

Trying on some new traditions for the holidays

Voter suppression is among my 
biggest disappointments in politics

Letter writer should 
get his facts straight

It should come as no sur-
prise that Minnesota voters 
opted to keep a DFLer in 
the Governor’s Mansion this 
year. As the latest state budget 
forecast suggests, DFL Gov. 
Mark Dayton has left the state 
of Minnesota with a strong 
economy, improved public 
investment, and exceptional  
fiscal health. The governor 
will leave office next month 
with the state’s unemployment 
rate below three percent, with 
a projected state budget surplus 
in excess of $1 billion dollars 
and more than $2 billion in 
the state’s rainy day accounts.

Dayton deserves enor-
mous credit for those accom-
plishments, particularly when 
one thinks back to the fiscal 
disaster he inherited from 
GOP Gov. Tim Pawlenty. 
When Dayton took office in 
2010, he faced a projected 
state budget deficit of $6.2 
billion left behind by his pre-
decessor. Pawlenty came into 
office having pushed through 
unsustainable tax cuts for 
the wealthy and spent eight 
years destroying the state’s 
finances as a result. In his 
desperate bid to balance the 
state’s books without adequate 
revenue, Pawlenty drained 
every reserve fund he could 
tap and even refused to pay 
out $1.4 billion in funds allo-
cated by the Legislature for the 
state’s schools. 

During his campaign for 
governor, Mark Dayton prom-
ised to do exactly the opposite. 
He openly advocated raising 
taxes on the state’s wealthiest. 
He won, and then followed 
through on his promise with 
the help of a DFL Legislature. 
Contrary to the claims of his 
GOP critics at the time, the 
tax increase didn’t prompt 
businesses to leave the state 
or fail to invest in Minnesota. 
In fact, Dayton has presided 
over a period of exceptional 
business and employment 
growth and will leave office 
with the state’s economy con-
sistently ranked among the best 
state economies in the nation. 
It was a marked contrast to 
the anemic economic growth 
the state experienced under 

Pawlenty. 
He also paid back the 

$1.4 billion that Pawlenty 
had withheld from schools 
and provided substantial new 
funding on top of that, leaving 
most schools in the best fiscal 
shape they’ve experienced in 
decades. 

And by restoring Local 
Government Aid, which 
had been cut deeply under 
Pawlenty, Dayton helped stem 
the upward pressure on local 
property taxes, particularly in 
non-metro parts of the state. 
That has had a direct impact 
on communities through-
out northeastern Minnesota, 
particularly places like Ely, 
Babbitt, and Virginia, which 
rely heavily on LGA to fund 
operations.

While his record as gover-
nor is one of real achievement, 
Mr. Dayton will likely be best 
remembered for his genuine 
decency and sincerity, two 
exceedingly rare commodi-
ties in politics these days. As 
the scion of the department 
store founder, Mr. Dayton 
clearly never entered politics 
as an occupation. He didn’t 
need to enter the fray and 
face the slings and arrows of 
his political critics. What we 
have witnessed in Mr. Dayton 
throughout his political career 
is a genuine desire to serve 
the public, and particularly 
those who, on occasion, need a 
helping hand. Time and again, 
Mr. Dayton has demonstrated 
compassion and has always 
been willing to listen to those 
who don’t have high-powered 
lobbyists to represent them. 
He may come from great 
wealth, but he has always rec-
ognized the challenges faced 
by average Minnesotans and 
has worked to make life here 
a little bit better and a little bit 
kinder. As he looks toward the 
end of his career in politics, Mr. 
Dayton has much of which he 
can be proud. 

He entered political life 
with a sincere desire to make 
Minnesota a better place. He 
can enter retirement with the 
recognition that he has done 
exactly that.

Annual meeting sets 
the township levy

The  o the r 
day, a friend asked 
what surprised me 
most about pol-
itics. This may 
seem strange, but 
I’d never really 
thought about the 
question.

 My response 
was off-the-cuff 
but heartfelt. The 
biggest surprise 
is also among 
my biggest dis-
appointments with American 
political life: the ongoing effort 
by politicians to suppress votes.

 Yes it’s gone on for 

years. And in some 
respects, limit-
ing the vote has 
been a feature of 
American politics 
since the begin-
ning, when only 
white men with 
property could cast 
ballots. But when I 
began in politics, 
I assumed those 
days were past us, 
and everyone was 
on board with the 

idea that the more people who 
vote, the better. Boy, was I 
naïve.

 The truth is, people work 

hard to prevent other people 
from voting. To be sure, 
some voters do it to them-
selves — they’re too busy, or 
they think their vote doesn’t 
matter, or they encounter long 
lines and turn away.

 But there is also an 
active, ongoing effort to keep 
people — often minority or 
poor voters — from casting 
their ballots. How do politi-
cians accomplish this? Here’s 
a short, and incomplete, list:

 They require voter 
IDs — and then limit which 
IDs are valid (a gun permit is 

See SUPPRESSION...page 5
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GREENWOOD TWP- 
The Greenwood Town Board, 
Tuesday, voted to suspend its 
Community Enhancement Loan 
program, due to the inability to 
find an area bank or other insti-
tution able to manage the low-in-
terest loan program. Township 
Treasurer Pam Rodgers noted 
that the township, itself, does 
not have the ability to run the 
loan program on its own. The 
loan program had previously 
been overseen by Frandsen Bank 
in Tower, but they notified the 
township last month that they 
were discontinuing that service.

The township currently has 
about $97,000 in the fund, which 
made two-year, low-interest 
loans to cover up to half the cost 
of installing a new septic system 
or replacing a failing system. The 
fund was started with a $40,000 
grant from the IRRRB, and later 
grew with funding from the 
township, along with the interest 
payments received.

Rodgers noted that the 

IRRRB considers the $40,000 
initial grant closed, and the 
township has no restrictions on 
its use. Clerk Sue Drobac noted 
there are no current requests for 
funding.

The town board will have 
the option of moving the money, 
now in a restricted fund, to the 
general fund, but took no action 
at this time other than to formally 
suspend the loan program.

In other business, Rodgers 
spoke to the board about the 
value that township residents 
receive as a result of the Class 
7 insurance rating achieved by 
the township fire department, 
which is the highest available 
to areas not served by hydrants. 
This rating, she noted, translates 
to discounts of 20- to 40-percent 
off the average insurance rates in 
an area. Rodgers said her family 
gets a 28-percent discount. She 
noted that a property with a 
$300,000 valuation pays about 
$95 per year right now in town-
ship taxes, which alone would be 
less than what people are saving 
on their homeowner’s insurance.

“That same home in Beatty 

Township pays a little over 
$300,” she said, “and $1,200 in 
Breitung.”

In other business the board:
 Approved the hiring of 

election judges for the March 
12 township election. One 
supervisor seat, currently held 
by Carmen DeLuca, and the trea-
surer seat, held by Pam Rodgers, 
will be on the ballot.

 Heard from Chair Mike 
Ralston who updated residents 
on the township’s Errors and 
Omissions insurance policy. 
The township’s carrier, Western 
World, had contacted the town-
ship last month to inform them 
they would no longer cover costs 
related to a claim by Jeff Maus. 
The insurance policy did have 
an exclusion relating to costs of 
wrongful employment claims 
by police or fire departments. 
Ralston noted they are working 
with another insurance company 
to find coverage. The township 
receives most of its insurance 
coverage through the Minnesota 
Association of Townships, but 
they had stopped covering E and 
O claims for the township two 

years ago, due to the township’s 
claim history.

“We are bound as a township 
to defend any and all claims,” 
Ralston noted, “so any future 
claims would be funded by the 
township out-of-pocket.”

 Set a new policy for the 
archiving of township emails.

 Noted the township had 
received a visit from an inves-
tigator from the Department of 
Labor and Standards, relating to 
the Maus case with Minnesota 
OSHA. Rodgers said they had 
provided all the information 
requested, though more infor-
mation may be requested in the 
future. She said the township 
could expect a report in three 
months.

 Gave first reading to some 
changes to the fire department 
SOGs and POC policies that 
clarify member requirements to 
be eligible for pension payments 
as well as continued member-
ship. The requirements include 
details of attendance at meetings 
and drills, as well as responding 
to emergency calls, and when 
members may be excused due 

to illness, work commitments, 
or travel.

 Approved the purchase of 
up to six new or used radios for 
the fire department at a cost of 
up to $10,000, and also approved 
a trial of a pager-like system 
that works with department 
members’ personal cell phones. 

 Heard public input at the 
end of the meeting. Jeff Maus 
talked about campaign promis-
es made by candidate Carmen 
DeLuca when he was running for 
office.  John Bassing questioned 
the fire department for paying 
the department’s safety officer 
while he is out of the state for the 
winter.  Joanne Bassing spoke 
on township taxation, noting 
that residents had approved the 
recent lower levies at the annual 
meetings. Barb Lofquist talked 
about the recreation area. 

on the issue of having the 
township pay for work to main-
tain the recreation area. Rick 
Stoehr, via letter, reiterated his 
comments about the compre-
hensive plan community survey.

Engebritson immediately 
ruled out any concession 
on a possible reclassifica-
tion of her position. “She 
only wanted to know if 
I would be renewing my 
license,” said Turnbull. 
The 66-year-old Turnbull 
has been a certified food 
handler for decades and 
the Tower School kitchen 
is kept open solely on her 
license. 

Turnbull said she 
was “flabbergasted” by 
Engebritson’s response 
and attitude. “I thought 
they would be willing to 
do something,” she said.

Turnbull had her 
meeting with the super-
intendent without union 
representation, which 
is unusual according to 
Troy Swanson, Tower’s 
representative on the St. 

Louis County School 
Board. “She pays union 
dues. Where were they?” 
Swanson asked. “The 
union should be involved 
with this. They’re falling 
down on the job.”

Turnbull is repre-
sented by the Teamsters. 
A local union represen-
tative, when contacted 
by the Timberjay last 
month, had no comment 
on the situation. The rep-
resentative had advocated 
for a reclassification for 
Turnbull in an email he 
sent to Engebritson last 
January, but the super-
intendent rebuffed the 
union’s request and the 
matter appears to have 
gone no further. Turnbull, 
in frustration, reached 
out to the Timberjay in 
October, which led to the 

initial story last month. 
Engebritson said the 

issue remains one for the 
district and the union to 
resolve. “Marilyn needs to 
bring it up to her union rep 

and if she is not satisfied, 
she can bring it higher up,” 
Engebritson said.

The involvement of 
the Halunen Law Firm 
could raise the stakes for 

the school district. The 
Halunen firm has a track 
record of winning major 
cases on employment and 
whistleblower issues as 
well as product liability 

class actions, often going 
up against major corpo-
rations and government 
agencies.
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set some limits (or call it quits, 
altogether).

Not long after debriefing 
session, I found myself revisit-
ing the same conundrum again. 
This time, it was my turn to vent 
about an “outrageous fee” for a 
service that I suddenly realized 
wasn’t really very important. 
My friend summed it up with, 
“I think that’s what they call a 
‘first-world problem’.” It was 
true! My problem suddenly 
seemed so small.

The message was reinforced 
again just a few days later when I 
picked up the December issue of 
a periodical called “For a Better 
World: Ideas and Action for a 
Just Economy”. The theme was 
“Women and Food”. It examined 
women in other countries and 
their roles in growing, harvest-
ing, processing, and preparing 
the world’s food supply. It 
described the effects of “food 
insufficiency”, a sanitized phrase 
for malnutrition and starvation— 
conditions that plague women 

and children because of gross 
economic disparities.

One article focused on 
the plight of female farmers 
in Kenya. Under Kenya’s con-
stitution women having equal 
rights to land and property, but 
enforcement of those rights is 
almost non-existent. In Kenya, 
a woman can’t make plans for 
the future when she lives under 
the constant threat of losing her 
rightful ownership to her land, 
her main source for food, income 
and shelter. Across Africa, 
male abandonment, disability, 
and death are common. With 
scant provisions to protect and 
support fatherless households, 
women risk eviction from their 
land, leaving them extremely 
vulnerable to intractable poverty. 

Further north, the people 
of Yemen are in the throes of 
famine, a more severe form of 
“food insufficiency”. Due to war, 
an estimated 20 million people, 
almost two- thirds of the popu-
lation, are in immediate danger 

of starvation. Journalists have 
tried to get international attention 
but so far, the world has largely 
turned their eyes away. Imagine 
if this were happening in the 
U.S. Maybe our discomfort over 
excessive self-indulgence would 
turn from a momentary sensation 
to a call to change something.  

The magazine emphasized 
that women have always played 
a central role in the “care and 
feeding” of their families. Just 
think about it. Most American 
households’ meals are prepared 
by females. Many holiday 
memories include our grand-
mothers mentoring younger 
generations of females in the 
kitchen. Traditional roles serve 
as the “relational glue” that help 
secure family identities. When 
women must assume the mantle 
of primary wage earners, their 
importance in holding the family 
together becomes even clearer.  
These commonalities we share 
can link us as a broader “human 
family” with ties that heighten 

our mutual understanding, 
appreciation, and compassion. 

This year, I’ve been reflect-
ing on how my life intersects 
with other people’s lives around 
the world. This Christmas, I’m 
looking for ways to reduce my 
over-indulgences that appear on 
so many fronts.

I want to inject some reflec-
tion time into my family tradi-
tion. Maybe, I’ll ask that before 
we grab our forks and dive into 
the bounty set before us, let’s 
light a candle to acknowledge 
where our food comes from, 
and think about the people who 
labored for it? Whose hands 
prepared it? And ask, do they 
have enough to eat today? What 
does that really mean, “enough”?  
Do we have more than enough? 
If the answer is yes, then what 
can we each commit to do about 
it this year? 

Maybe this seems too 
serious for the occasion. I can 
hear it, “Let’s not go there. Not 
today!” It’s too uncomfortable 

and way too complicated? But 
wait!  What if our reflections 
lead change, adopting some new 
traditions, and adjusting some of 
our  habits that help create a shift 
for the better — in me, my family, 
community, culture, country? 
I know. I’m thinking big here. 
But I think the world is waiting 
anxiously for us to do just that! 

I guess I’m ready for 
Christmas to be about something 
other than the ritual “loosening 
of the notch” on my belt buckle 
or bolstering the GNP.  Instead 
of obsessing on dropping those 
extra pounds, my new New 
Year’s Resolution will be cre-
ating more “Comfort and Joy” 
for people near and far — caring 
more and taking less.

May our traditions bring 
us closer. Warm wishes for a 
meaningful holiday season, dear 
friends and neighbors!

fine, for instance, but not 
a student ID);

They close polling 
places — usually (you 
guessed it) in poor and 
minority communities;

They limit the hours 
polls are open;

 They  conduc t 
sweeping purges of voter 
rolls, often stripping voters 
of their ability to vote 
without their knowledge;

They restrict eligi-
bility for absentee ballots;

 They refuse to 
invest in the infrastruc-
ture that sustains voting, 
resulting in machines that 
break down and long lines 
that discourage potential 
voters.

 The people who 
oppose making it easier 
to vote often cite as their 
reason that they’re trying 
to prevent voter fraud. 
In other words, they’re 
defending the integrity of 
our democracy and of the 
ballot.

 But here’s the thing: 
there is occasional voter 
fraud, and yes, it needs 
to be guarded against. 
But rampant voter fraud 
simply doesn’t exist in this 
country. Efforts to prove 
that it exists have failed. 
Let’s be blunt: there’s no 
tidal wave of illegal voting 
in the U.S.

 What does inarguably 
exist, though, is an epidem-

ic of efforts to suppress 
the vote. Voting is a basic 
right of citizenship. It’s the 
foundation of a democra-
cy — people’s ability to 
participate and engage 
with the issues facing their 
communities and their 
country. That ideal lies 
at the core of American 
values, and I’m always 
mindful of the fact that 
a lot of Americans gave 
their lives for that ideal. 
Moreover, excluding 
groups of voters encour-
ages resentment, risking 
protests and, potentially, 
violence.

 I’ve always believed 
that you win power by 
convincing people that 

your ideas and proposals 
are right — or at least 
that you should be given 
the chance to prove that 
they’re right. Winning 
power by keeping people 
away from the polls is a 
perversion of what democ-
racy is about. Our political 
institutions need to reflect 
the will of the people, 
and if you disenfranchise 
people, it means that our 
representative government 
doesn’t reflect accurately 
the will of the people.

 Because voting laws 
are in the hands of the states, 
there are plenty of count-
er-examples — states that 
have worked to make 
voting easier, to expand 

hours, to allow same-day 
registration, and the like. 
There’s more to be done, 
especially making sure 
that the politicians who 
control elections aren’t 
themselves running for 
office, as happened notably 
in November’s elections in 
Georgia and Kansas. That 
is a conflict of interest of 
the most obvious sort.

T h i s  s t r u g g l e , 
between expanding the 
vote and trying to limit it, 
is ongoing. It’s not going 
to be resolved any time 
soon. I’m always dis-
tressed when I encounter 
efforts to suppress the vote. 
But I take heart from the 
fact that over the course 

of American history, the 
dominant trend has been 
to expand citizens’ access 
to the polls, and I hope 
that over the long term, we 
continue in that direction.

Lee Hamilton is a 
Senior Advisor for the 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Center on Representative 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar of 
the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.
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We Wish You A Jolly Christmas!
from Tower-Soudan Agency

Kasen Dostert
Grade 2

Let Your Light Shine This Christmas!
from TIM JOHNSON-STATE FARM INSURANCE

Winning Artist • EVALYN THIEL
Grade 3

Greenwood suspends community loan program



There are a number 
of Scripture passages that 
pertain to Christmas and 
the birth of Jesus. And they 
express a very fundamental 
fact, that when Jesus was 
born things were far from 
perfect.

Both St. Luke and St. 
Matthew give us the ge-
nealogy Jesus. They detail 
his human line of descent. 
Many of the people men-
tioned are less than saintly. 
We hear about David for 
example. David committed 
adultery with Bathsheba 
and then David had Uriah, 
her husband, killed when he 
wasn’t able to conceal the 
adultery. In the genealogy, 
there is a woman named 
Tamar. Well, Tamar was 
childless so she dressed as 
a prostitute in order to trick 
Judah, her father-in-law, so 
that she could have children 
by him. Rahab? She didn’t 
just act like a prostitute, 
she was a prostitute. There 
is a guy named Manasseh. 
Manasseh was a king, but as 
Scripture says, “He did evil 
in the sight of the Lord.” He 
even built an idol to a false 
god and put it in the Temple 
in Jerusalem. He wasn’t a 
model of fidelity. When we 

look closely at Jesus’s fam-
ily tree, we have the good, 
the bad, and the ugly. And 
plenty of the bad and the 
ugly.

If you know anything 
about the historical setting 
at the time of Jesus’s birth, 
you’ll know that it was not 
one of peace and prosperity. 
The Jews were oppressed by 
the Romans. They had high 
taxes placed on them which 
some of their fellow Jewish 
brothers helped extort from 
them on behalf of the Ro-
mans. The Jewish religious 
leaders, King Herod and the 
Pharisees, also took advan-
tage of the average Jewish 
person. This period was not 
perfect.

We also have the tradi-
tion of Nativity scenes and 
placing the baby Jesus in a 
beautiful manger on Christ-
mas Eve. Nativity creches 
are wonderful to look at, but 
we can tend to over glam-
orize the birth of Jesus. The 
first Nativity scene was any-
thing but beautiful. It was 
the back area of the house 
reserved for the animals. 
It would have been noisy, 
it would have been dirty, 
it would have been stinky. 
It would have been cold. It 
was not the ideal place to 
spend any amount of time, 
much less give birth to a 
baby. Yet God chose to be 
born in a stable where the 
animals would live.

These three points 
demonstrate that the condi-

tions didn’t have to be per-
fect before God entered into 
our world. God didn’t wait 
for a perfect blood line be-
fore he became incarnate. 
He didn’t wait for there to 
be perfect peace before he 
entered history. He didn’t 
make sure there was a pal-
ace or hospital or even room 
indoors with a midwife to 
help with the delivery. No, 
God entered into our bro-
ken, fallen world in order to 
save it!

I think this is a great 
lesson to all of us. Our life 
doesn’t have to be per-
fect before we let Jesus in. 
Sometimes we think that 
I need to be perfect before 
I let Jesus into my life. We 
think that I need to get my 
life in order before I start to 
think about following Jesus. 
And this is wrong. This is 
backwards. We let Jesus 
into our lives, we choose to 
follow him precisely so that 
he can save us, redeem us, 
put things in order for us.

My friends, this Christ-
mas, don’t be afraid to let 
Jesus into your lives. Make 
this the Christmas you will 
never forget, the one when 
you went back to church, 
back to Mass. Merry Christ-
mas!

Father Nick Nelson
St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church, Tower
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Letters from Readers
Christmas didn’t 
have to be perfect 
before Jesus 
came!

VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

VCS carolers serenade 
Tower businesses

Students from Vermilion Country School 
sang carols at Main Street businesses 
on Dec. 12. Earlier in the week, choir 
students sang at the women’s luncheon 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church under the 
direction of teacher Karin Schmidt.

We Send Holiday Wishes To You
from BOB’S SERVICE & TOWING

Winning Artist • Greyson Reichensperger
Grade 6

Jingle All The Way This Christmas
from Scenic Rivers Medical & Dental-Tower

Winning Artist • NOLAN LENCI
Grade 1

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
from BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Artist Kiersten Schoonover
KINDERGARTEN

Wishing You Health & Happiness!
from ZUP’S GROCERY-TOWER

Artist • SILAS SNYDER
Learning Readiness

Season’s Greetings To You All!
from Frandsen Bank - Tower

Winning Artist • KELLIN PRATT
Grade 4

Share A Loving Spirit This Christmas!
from Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts

Winning Artist • Ava Redetzke
Grade 2

Fortune Bay Christmas Party fun

Above: Mary Anderson, who spearheaded the planning for this 
year’s party, helped youngsters play a game.
Below: Delonnie and Deniko Dupree tell Santa their Christmas 
wishes. photos by J. Summit



Chimpy’s Skating 
Parties Dec. 22, 23

SOUDAN- Chimpy’s 
skating parties at the Sou-
dan Rink are now under-
way. The next events are 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
Dec. 22 and 23, from 12 
noon - 2 p.m. Party spon-
sors are Frito-Lay, Star-
kovich Distributing, and 
Brew Pub Lotzza Motzza 
Pizza.

Children of all ages 
are welcome to stop 
by for skating fun and 
food. Loaner skates are 
available in the warming 
shack.

Chimpy is planning 
to host skating parties 
on Saturdays and Sun-
days, weather-permitting, 
during Christmas vaca-
tion. The Soudan Rink 
warming shack hours on 
holidays and school va-
cation are 11 a.m. to clos-
ing. The Soudan Rink 
warming shack regular 
hours are weekdays from 
4 p.m. to closing, and 
weekends from 11 a.m. to 
closing. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church Christmas 
Eve Services

SOUDAN- The 
Christmas Eve Service 
will be held at 4 p.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 24. There 
will be live music with 
Robbie Mattson. Pastor 
Greg Anderson will be 
leading the service. The 
church will also have its 
regular Sunday worship 
at 8:30 a.m. on Dec. 23.

St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church
Christmas/New 
Year’s Mass 
Schedule

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Catholic Church 
is happy to announce 
their Christmas and New 
Year’s schedule:

Confessions are 
heard one half-hour be-
fore all Masses. If these 
times do not work for you 
– contact the rectory.

The Christmas Mass 
schedule is: Christmas 
Eve at St. Martin’s at 4 
p.m. and at Holy Cross 
(Orr) at 7 p.m.; Christmas 
Day at St. Mary’s (Cook) 
at 1 a.m.

The Solemnity of 
Mary is celebrated each 
year on Jan. 1. Our Mass 
schedule is:  New Year’s 
Eve at St. Mary’s (Cook) 
at 5:30 p.m.; New Year’s 
Day at Holy Cross (Orr) 
at 10 a.m. and at St. Mar-
tin’s at 5 p.m. 

St. James Advent 
Services

TOWER- The St. 
James Advent Theme this 
year will be “The Colors 
of Christmas.” 

Week 4. White 
Christmas – Zechariah 

(the father of John the 
Baptist) declared cer-
tain prophecies about 
the coming Messiah and 
how He would fulfill the 
dream of a “white Christ-
mas” for Israel. What 
were these prophecies, 
and how did Jesus fulfill 
them?

St. James 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

TOWER- St. James 
will have its Christmas 
Eve Service on Monday, 
Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. The 
theme for the service will 
be “Led By The Star” 
from Matthew 2:1-12. 
The service will be fol-
lowed by a “Birthday 
Party for Jesus” in the 
Fellowship Hall down-
stairs.

Tower-Soudan 
Women’s Bowling

Dec. 15 Rankings: 
Vermilion Club (66-
38); Broten Construc-
tion (62-42), Jeannie’s 
Cards (60-44). High team 
game- Jeannie’s Cards 
694; High Team Series- 
Jeannie’s Cards 1,943; 
High Ind. Game- Marge 
Harmston 162; High Ind. 
Series- Bev Thomas 429.

Nov. 14 Rankings: 
Vermilion Club (60-28), 
Broten Construction (50-
38), Jeannie’s Cards (46-
42). High Team Game- 
Vermilion Club 650; 
High Team Series- Broten 
Construction; High Ind. 
Game- Bev Thomas 187; 
High Ind. Series- Bev 
Thomas 466.
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by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

Transfer station
Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278
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Week of Dec. 24

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Jan. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday,  Jan. 2, 23; Feb. 13; March 13

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

COMMUNITY NEWS

FIRE AND RESCUE AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of beverage, 
and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. 
Seniors age 60 and old-
er who have registered 
for the program and 
their partners qualify for 
special pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the 
new Meals on Wheels, 
or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior 
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899. 

Week of Dec. 24 
and Dec. 31

No School All Week- 
no lunches served.

Breitung FD gets cold water rescue equipment

BREITUNG TWP- Breitung 
Fire Department is now prepared 
to respond to water and ice emer-
gencies. This past spring at the an-
nual meeting, residents approved a 
$15,000 purchase of water rescue 
gear including an inflatable rescue 
boat, Mustang survival wet suits, 
ropes, ice anchors, life jackets, 
flashlights, and whistles. The 
department received a Walmart 
Foundation Community Grant 
of $1,000 and a Lake Country 
Power Round Up Grant of $1,000 
to offset the costs. The entire fire 
department has now completed 
training with the new equipment 
and is ready to respond to winter 
water emergencies. 

NER students donate to the Tower Food Shelf

Northeast Range students held a food drive to benefit the Tower 
Area Food Shelf this month. Maija Maki and Ryan Milton delivered 
the donations to the food shelf last week. photo by J. Summit

Our Christmas Wish To All Of You...
from TOWER AUTO PARTS

Artist • Christian Nelson • Grade 5

Artist • Isabelle Nelson • Grade 2              



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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In Brief SUPPORTING THE ARTS

TOURISM

Pets lost in 
house fire

R E G I O N A L  - 
Authorities are inves-
tigating a house fire 
east of Babbitt that 
killed two pets and 
left a family home-
less. The Babbitt Fire 
Department responded 
to a report of a home on 
fire near Highway 1 on 
Kelly Trail, just before 
1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 4.

The Lake County 
Sheriff’s office said no 
one was injured, but the 
homeowners Carl and 
Jenny Detzel, said a dog 
and a cat were killed in 
the fire. 

The house is a total 
loss, authorities said. A 
GoFundMe page has 
been established, along 
with a bank account at 
the Boundary Waters 
Bank, 601 E. Sheridan 
St., Ely, MN 55731, to 
help the family get back 
on their feet.

The cause of the 
fire remains under 
investigation.

E L Y  -  T h e  E l y 
Music and Drama Club 
this week named Ray 
Thielbar as the 2018 
“Community Service to 
the Arts” recipient. Each 
year, the Ely Music and 
Drama Club recogniz-
es someone from the 
community who has 
dedicated him or herself 
to promoting the arts in 
the Ely area. 

Having met as junior 
high school sweethearts, 
Ray and Rose Thielbar 
began their lives togeth-
er in Illinois, where Ray 
worked for Caterpillar, 
Inc., and they raised 
their three children, sons 
Bruce and Chris, and 
daughter Becky.  

But they always 
found time for adven-
turing, including canoe 
trips to the Ely area with 
their family.  In January of 
1980, Caterpillar moved 
them to San Paulo, Brazil, 
to open a manufacturing 
plant. With his rich bass 
voice, Ray has always 
enjoyed singing, and 
it was in Brazil that he 
helped found a quartet 
called “Calvary Four” 
with three missionaries 
who were also serving 
in Brazil. 

While in San Paulo, 
Ray and Rose made plans 
to retire from Illinois to 
this land of shimmering 
lakes, towering pines and 
rocky shores. In fact, they 

have recently completed 
a book about their life’s 
journey entitled “Rooted 
in Rocky Soil” about the 
path that brought them 
to the north country and 
the faith that has guided 
them throughout their 
lives. 

I n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e 
Thielbars moved to their 
Bissonett log home on 
Ojibwe Lake. From this 
base, Ray and Rose have 
thrown themselves into 
the life of the Ely Baptist 
Church (now Ledgerock 
Community Church) and 
the Ely community. 

With fellow church 
member Ben Larson and 
Music and Drama Club 
member (and former 
Community Service to 
the Arts award recipient) 
Joan Larson, Ray brought 
his love of quartet singing 
to Ely, establishing a new 
“Calvary Four” quartet, 
and later a Barbershop 
Quartet that includ-
ed Dave Staubitz, Bob 
Hedloff, and Stan Landa, 
with Ray’s bass voice as 
foundation. Ray has also 
sung in the Christmas 
and Patriotic community 
choirs. 

Ray is an accom-
plished wood worker, 
and has created signs 
for multiple businesses 
in town, including the 
North American Bear 
Center. With fellow 
church member Don 
Coay, Ray fashioned the 
stunning wooden cross 
that stands behind the 

Ledgerock altar.  
But Ray’s biggest 

contribution to the Ely 
community is his guid-
ance for 25 years of 
the ecumenical service, 
Thanksgathering, held 
each year on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving, 
that includes soloists, 
choirs, hymns, poems, 
s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s 
and more, all centered 
around a theme. Ray 
calls it “a time for all to 
gather in an expression 
of thanks and praise.” 

Ray’s faith has been 
a constant source of 
strength and guidance, 

seeing him through two 
quintuple by-pass sur-
geries and six months 
of recovery through a 
double transplant of a 
heart and a kidney in 
2000.  

Ray and his wife 
Rose have always been 
ripe for adventure, and 
coming to Ely has cer-
tainly been part of their 
life’s adventure.  Our 
community is better for 
the many ways they have 
dedicated themselves to 
enriching their adopted 
home. 

Ray Thielbar honored 
for promoting the arts
by SARA SKELTON
for The Timberjay

Ray and Rose Thielbar moved to Ely in 1987. 
submitted photo

ELY – A well-know internation-
al travel website has ranked Ely as 
one of the best places in America for 
a week-long vacation.

Expedia.com surveyed 1,001 
travel enthusiasts in the United States 
and only 13 percent of people said 
they take trips for one to two weeks 
at a time. 

In a recent article published 
in their Viewfinder series, the Ely 
area was listed among the top nine 
locations across the U.S. to enjoy an 
extended vacation

Why one would need at least a 
week in Ely: 

According to the website, 
between hiking to Kawishiwi Falls, 
stargazing under a dark sky, and 
floating on Bear Head Lake, set aside 
a couple days in Ely to learn about 
wolves at the International Wolf 
Center. The IWC hosts presentations 
and activities throughout the day for 
all ages. Don’t forget to slow down 
and inhale that fresh wilderness air.

Get to know the local scene: Eat 
local to feel local. Insula is owned 
and run by Executive Chef Daniel 
Vollom and Sarah Wigdahl-Vollom, 
who are committed to serving 

gourmet comfort foods — like 
French onion grilled cheese — made 
from locally-sourced ingredients.

Other cities on the Expedia.com 
list included Philadelphia, Orlando, 
Louisville, Phoenix, Monterey, 

Calif., McCall, Idaho, Nags Head, 
N.C., and Chatham, Mass.

Over the years, Ely has been 
regularly named to numerous “best 
vacation” lists and was once named 
“Coolest Small Town in America.”

Another top-nine travel rating
Expedia.com puts Ely on the list

The Kawishiwi Falls outside of Ely is one of the the are’s top 
tourist areas. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY – The American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) Ely 
Branch is conducting 
a shoe drive fundraiser  
through Jan. 15, 2019, to 
raise funds for local area, 
educational programming 
for women and girls. 

AAUW Ely will earn 
funds based on the total 
weight of the pairs of 
gently worn, used and 

new shoes collected, as 
Funds2Orgs will issue a 
check for the collected 
shoes. Those dollars will 
benefit mission-based edu-
cational projects serving 
the Ely community. 

Anyone can help by 
donating gently worn, 
used and new shoes at 
designated local drop 
boxes, with any AAUW 
Ely member, or by calling 

218-365-6802 to arrange 
drop off. 

Drop boxes are cur-
rently located at The 
Pebble Spa, Gators Grilled 
Cheese Emporium, and 
Vermilion Community 
College, Office CL135.

All donated shoes 
will then be redistributed 
throughout the Funds2Orgs 
network of micro-enter-
prise (small business) 

partners in developing 
countries where economic 
opportunity and jobs are 
limited. Funds2Orgs helps 
impoverished people start, 
maintain and grow busi-
nesses in countries such as 
Haiti, Honduras and other 
nations in Central America 
and Africa. Proceeds from 
the shoe sales are used to 
feed, clothe and house 
their families. 

Ely AAUW aids education for women and girls



For the last week we 
have focused most of our 
energy on writing our 
next book and a variety 
of boat projects. Don’t 
worry, there have been 
plenty of runs and walks 
on the beach, kayaking, 
and soaking in the sun, but 
no sailing.

Today the winds were 
perfect for a beam reach 
sail down to Tahiti Beach 
and back to Hope Town, 
so we decided to take a day 
off from writing and hoist 
the sails.

We anchored off Tahiti 
Beach and went snorkeling 
after we scrubbed the 
bottom of the boat to 
remove a thin film of algae 
that coated the hull. We 
were glad to see no barna-
cles have taken hold yet.

We saw several conch 
and lobster, but they were 
too small to harvest. We 
also saw a turtle, stingray, 

and lots of fish. There were 
a bunch of silver fish with 
big eyes that we need to try 

and identify.
We didn’t go far, but 

it sure felt good to sail 

after being holed up in 
Hope Town for more than 
a week.
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A LONG WAY FROM ELY

ELY FIRE RESPONSES

Yesterday’s  news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

December 20, 1918

Tax apportionment set
County Auditor Halden has divided the fiscal 

year apportionment for 1918. Ely’s share in the 
division amounts to $52,547.79, while the school 
district will draw $31,439.223 as its share. Winton 
gets $63,15 and the town of Morse gets $2,118.84.

The total apportionment for St. Louis County 
amounts to $5,344,381.64. The county and state 
break nearly even on the amount they receive. 
The state gets $823,656.35 and the county gets 
$869,875.65.

Oliver Company shipments
Iron ore shipments to the docks by the Oliver Iron 

Mining company for the season of 1918 amounted to 
25,647,491 tons. Shipments were over two million 
tons less than in the previous year, and nearly six 
million tons less than in 1916.

Shipments by mines from the Vermilion range 
for the year included: Pioneer, 260,516 tons; Sibley, 
146,143 tons; Zenith, 243,097 tons; and Soudan, 
113,059. Total for the year was 762,896 tons.

The total shipment for all mines on the Vermilion 
range for the year of 1918 is 1,114,806 tons, as 
compared to 1,530,692 tons in 1917.

Card of Thanks
We wish to express our gratitude and appre-

ciation for all the kindness shown us, also for the 
beautiful floral offerings during the bereavement 
of our beloved wife and mother. D. Routsalainen 
and family

WINTON CHRISTMAS
WASHINGTON D.C. SENIORS

Spaghetti Dinner
F•U•N•D•R•A•I•S•E•R

ALL-U-CAN-EAT Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, December 28 • 3:30-7 pm

Ely High School Cafeteria
Spaghetti w/Meat or Veggie Sauce

Tossed Salad/Dressings/Bread Sticks
Cookies/Beverage

 Adults $7 • Students (with school ID) $6
Seniors $6 • Children Grades K-6 $4

Age 4 And Under FREE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
2019 WASHINGTON DC SENIORS

2 PM Girls Basketball: NER Range vs. Wrenshall
3:45 PM Girls Basketball: Carlton vs. Ely
5:30 PM Boys Basketball: Cook Co vs. Bigfork
7:15 PM Boys Basketball: Isle vs. Ely

Sunday afternoon fire alarms
A two-hour power outage Sunday afternoon, 
that reportedly affected many communities in 
northeast Minnesota, kept Ely emergency per-
sonnel busy with fire alarm responses. Within 
minutes of the power outage, at about 11 a.m. 
Sunday, the Ely Fire Department was called to 
a fire alarm at the Industrial Arts building on 
the Ely School campus. Authorities said that 
sometime alarms trip when the power goes 
out. No problems were found in the building. 
Fire crews responded to a residential chimney 
fire at the corner of 10th Ave South and Harvey 
Street at about 1 p.m. Burned material was 
removed and the fire was extinguished. 
photos by K. Vandervort

Dave and Amy 
Freeman explore 
the Bahamas

Winton kids took part in a coloring contest at the annual Winton Christmas Party last Sunday at 
the Community Hall. Shown from lweft, Judith Ann Roarty, Chloe Janeksela, Joshua Janeksela 
and Ella Perish. photo by K. Vandervort



Have you noticed 
the moon?  It has been 
exceptionally bright 
and colorful. It is 
working up to the full 
moon which will be 
on Saturday, Dec. 22.  
There is always some-
thing special when 
the full moon falls on 
Christmas Eve.  We 
are pretty close this 
year. 

What causes a full 
moon? The full moon 

is the lunar phase when the Moon appears fully 
illuminated from Earth’s perspective. This occurs 
when Earth is located between the Sun and the 
Moon (more exactly, when the ecliptic longitudes 
of the Sun and Moon differ by 180 degrees). ... 
The full moon occurs once roughly every month.  
Doctors, nurses and law enforcement people are 
always aware during the full moon as it affects 
people to act strangely. There are eight phases of 
the moon, not just the full moon.  The eight moon 
phases in order are new moon, waxing crescent, 
first quarter, waxing gibbous, full moon, waning 
gibbous, third quarter, and finally waxing crescent. 
The moon wanes, waxes, and sometimes we can’t 
even see the moon during its new phase.  There 
was always a mystery about the moon but now 
people have walked on the moon, driven bug-
gies and left a little garbage on the moon during 
the astronauts’ adventures.  It still holds a strong 
attraction to the Dames. They have been known to 
howl at the moon but only when it is full.

We have been blessed with warmer weather 
during the past week.  Some of our snow has left 
which is not good for the snowmobile traffic.  We 
look forward to our seasons and the joys of the 
activities they bring.

Shopping has become quite an ordeal.  Seems 
like no matter where you go, there are people, peo-
ple, and more people.  The clerks at all the stores 
even comment on how busy their particular stores 
have been, with last week described as a “zoo” and 
this week shaping up to be the same.  Sometimes 
it’s hard to keep up with the Christmas spirit with 
time short and the lines to the checkout long!

The Sanborn family has begun their adventure 
to have Christmas with son, John.  Safe travels to 
all who are going to be gone for the holidays or 
have family traveling from afar.  Fun and joyful 
get-togethers are what Christmas is all about but 
traveling can be a challenge.  One of the Dames 
remembers a year where her daughter and family 
flew to Minnesota for Christmas, only to have their 
flight delayed by a day, and then the airlines lost 
their luggage.  Christmas was especially happy that 
year, as they were reunited with their clothing and 
toiletries on Christmas Day!  

Don’t forget to send in your Christmas tradi-
tion.  Everybody has something that makes Christ-
mas Christmas to them, so please share.  Who 
knows?  You may be the inspiration for someone 
else’s new tradition.

As the Dames informed you dear readers, 
beginning in January, the Dames will publish the 
birthdays of readers.  So send in your birthdays 
or anyone else you would like included.  The 
Dames promise not to publish ages!  The Dames 
are pleased that the entire Jeff and Cathy Erickson 
family of Crane Lake and Florida have replied 
with the dates for the entire family. Don’t be left 
out!

Let us hear from you! Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.com, by fax at 218-757-3533 
or by phone to Sandy at 218-757-3233 and it will 
be added.  

Until next week, the Teapot Dames are singing 
off.

LITTLE GRIZZLIES
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SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

Crane Lake News 
by the Singing 
Teapot Dames

1,000 POINTS

CLOQUET - North Woods senior Bria Chiabotti 
scored her 1,000th career point here last Thursday in 
the Grizzlies’ huge rout of Fond du Lac, 82-25. Chi-
abotti is the first North Woods girls basketball player to 
reach the career milestone since North Woods opened 
following the ISD 2142 consolidation. More on this 
week’s games on the sports page, 1B.

Left: Bria Chiabotti stands with the ball used to 
score her 1,000th point.
Above: Crowds cheer on Chiabotti during the 
game.
photos by C. Stone 

FIELD TWP - The North Woods High School band 
and choir performed their annual holiday concert last 
Wednesday evening at the school. The concert was the 
first to be conducted by the school’s new music teacher, 
Rachel Roettger. 

At top: Clarinetist Claire Beaudry (left) plays music surrounded by her peers on clarinet, flute 
and tuba.
Right: The band’s brass section plays songs of the holiday.
Above: Nicole Olson singing a solo in the song Hallelujah.
photos by B. Smith

The Little Grizzlies basketball camp played during half time at a recent 
game. At right; Celice King makes a pass to a teammate. Above: Kalle 
Nelson has possesion of the ball while other Grizzlies hustle to get it.
photos by C. Stone

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!
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Cook Senior Citizens Club
COOK - The Cook Seniors meet monthly on the 

first Wednesday at 1 p.m. For more information, call 
Nancy at 666-2726 or Lois at 666-5578.

Briefly

CHRISTMAS CARD WINNERS

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for lessStop in & Compare

Read the news from all three 
Timberjay editions each week

www.timberjay.com
Timberjay print subscribers 

get free access 
to the website.

The annual drawing contest for holiday Christmas cards was judged for North Woods last week, with several elementary-aged students winning 
prizes. Students were judged on creativity, imagination and artistic ability. First place winners won $5, with runner ups winning $3 and $2 
respectively. Cards are published throughout this week’s paper.
First row (bottom): Lucy Talberg, Libby Glass, Vera Bryson; second row: River Deatherage, Michaela Brunner, Laurin Glass; third row: Ellie 
Sherman, Alex Boon, Jordan Herdman and Carter Houk; fourth row: Brittin Koskela, Evalyn Thiel, Latisa Strong, Bailey Crenshaw and Matthew 
Miller; fifth row: Carsyn Burnett, Mikey Sipola, Brittan Lappi, Lauren Burnett, Rory Bundy, Lydia Trip and Jasmine Munson. Not picture: Kailin 
Geshick. photo by M. White
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Meet Mrs. Allison Thiel
Principal John Vukmanich interviews a selection of 
educators and coaches at the North Woods School

This week, we con-
tinue in North Woods El-
ementary and interview 
Mrs. Allison Thiel, who 
like many of our wonder-
ful staff, has roots right 
here in our area.

Mr. V: Where are 
you originally from and 
where did you go to high 
school and college?

Mrs. T: I am orig-
inally from Cook, and 
grew up on Leander 
Road.  I went to the Cook 
School grades K-12, and 
went to college at North-
western in St. Paul where 
I received a degree in El-
ementary Education with 
a Kindergarten endorse-
ment.  I also received a 
Masters in Education in 
Differentiated Instruction 
from Concordia, and just 
finished licensure in Spe-
cific Learning Disabili-
ties from Concordia, too.

Mr. V: Were there 
teachers who were an in-
fluence on you?  Please 
name a few if you can.

Mrs. T: Mrs. Mar-
conette in fourth grade in 
Cook.  Mr. Panichi and 
Mr. Reed, too. They did 
some team-teaching back 
before it was in style, and 
also Mrs. Fink.  

Mr. V: What charac-
teristics did these teach-
ers have that were im-
portant to you?

Mrs. T: They had 
high expectations, but 
made learning fun and 
worthwhile.  Mr. Pani-
chi and Mr. Reed took 
us snowshoeing in the 

school forest!
Mr. V: What do you 

teach at North Woods?
Mrs. T: 1st grade 

now, but I have taught 
2nd, 5th, and Reading 
K-6 too.

Mr. V: Why did you 
choose teaching as a pro-
fession?

Mrs. T: I love it.  Pe-
riod.

Mr. V: What are your 
hobbies?

Mrs. T: Right now 
they are focused on my 
three school-aged kids.  
Lots of sports and ac-
tivities. Outside of that, 
I love to garden.  I also 
love to mow lawns, and 
if I could have a second 
career I would love to be 
a test pilot for Cub Cadet 
or John Deere lawn trac-
tors.

Mr. V: What is some-
thing you really like 
about North Woods?

Mrs. T: We aren’t 
just a school, we are a 
community.  We are for-
tunate enough to have 
many staff who have 

kids here, and as a staff 
we are invested in this 
community.  Our staff at-
tend many events in the 
community and are col-
lectively invested in our 
kids being the best peo-
ple they can be.

Mr. V: What is a pro-
fessional goal for you?

Mrs. T: As I contin-
ue my career, I want to 
keep learning with my 
students.  There is always 
something new to learn. 
I never want to become 
stagnant.

Mr. V: What is some-
thing you love about 
northern MN?

Mrs. T: Fall.  I love 
campfire weather.  I also 
like the brisk mornings.

Mr. V: What is a 
piece of advice you’d 
give your students?

Mrs: T: Work hard.  
School may not be your 
favorite thing, but it can 
lead you to what you 
want to do down the road.

Mr. V: Do you have a 
favorite saying or expres-
sion?

Mrs: T: Think it, 
don’t say it.  Also, I love 
the quote, “The great 
thing about teaching 
is that it matters every 
day.  The hard part about 
teaching is that it matters 
every day.”

Mr. V: What do you 
hope that your students 
will remember you for?

Mrs: T: That I loved 
what I did, and it wasn’t 
about a paycheck.  I want 
to see them do well, not 
just in my class, but in 
school and after school is 
done.

Thank you, Mrs. 
Thiel, for letting us get to 
know you better!  We ap-
preciate all that you do, 
and hope that lawn stays 
green.

Congratulations to 
North Woods student ath-
lete Bria Chiabotti.  The 
senior basketball player 
scored her thousandth 
point on Dec. 13 versus 
Fond Du Lac.  Congrats, 
Bria, on joining the 1,000 
point club! 

As a reminder to our 
families, North Woods 
School is on Winter 
Break from Dec. 24 
through Jan. 2.  Classes 
resume on January 3.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays to ev-
eryone!  Go Grizzlies!

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

JOHN
VUKMANICH

ALLISON
THIEL

Grocery delivery services offered to 
Cook residents after Zup’s fire

COOK - Registrations are being taken here for 
a grocery delivery service following the fire at Zup’s 
Grocery. The program, offered by the AEOA, is for 
seniors 60 years of age or older. Registrations will be 
taken over the phone by calling the agency at 1-800-
662-5711 ext. 6899.



“In Celebration 
of the Winter 
Holidays”at 
Mesabi 
Universalist on 
Sunday, Dec. 23

VIRGINIA- Siyanda 
Elizabeth will present an 
intergenerational topic, “In 
Celebration of the Winter 
Holidays” at Mesabi 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church on Sunday, Dec. 
23 at 10:30 a.m. Two days 
after Winter Solstice and 
two days before Christmas 
Elizabeth will guide us 
to reflect on this pivotal 
time in the natural world 
and the church year. Bring 
your memories of holiday 
times and Elizabeth will 
weave a tapestry of cel-
ebration. Mesabi UU is 
handicap accessible and 
located at 230 7th St. S in 
Virginia. 

Ruby’s Pantry, 
Dec. 22 at Babbitt 
Municipal Center

BABBITT- Ruby’s 
Pantry will be open 
at Babbitt Municipal 
Center, 71 South Drive, 
on Saturday, Dec. 22. 
Doors open at 9:30 a.m. 
Distribution starts at 10 
a.m. and goes until 11:30 
a.m. $20 in cash buys an 
abundance of food, no 
checks please. There are 
no income or residency 
guidelines. Bring two 
large plastic containers. 
Ruby’s Pantry is held 
the fourth Saturday of 
each month. This event 
is sponsored by St. Pius 
X Catholic Church. 
Volunteers are always 
welcome.

Vermilion Dream 
Quilters meet 
Thursday, Jan. 3

TOWER- Vermilion 
Dream Quilters will meet 
Thursday, Jan. 3 at 6:30 
p.m. in the social hall at St. 
Martin’s Catholic Church 
in Tower. 

The guild will cele-
brate winter with everyone 
bringing a Christmas or 
winter item to show, new 
or old, and by starting the 
year with two challeng-
es. Our first challenge 
isn’t due until November, 
the UnFinished Object or 
UFO that you would like 
to make a New Year’s res-
olution to complete. Your 
UFO might be a pattern 
or kit to start, a partly 
done project, or anything 
else languishing in your 
sewing space. Bring them 
along in their current state 
if you’d like, especially if 
you set it aside after reach-
ing an inspiration wall. 
Guild members might 
have just the solution you 
need.  The second will 
be Brown Bag Challenge 
#1 presented by Nancy 
Andreae, more details on 
Jan. 3. And finally, perhaps 
Barb Rinne, winner of 
last year’s snowball bliz-
zard blocks, may have 
her project completed to 
show us.

As always, please 
bring your own projects 
to share for Show and Tell 
since we all gain inspira-
tion when we see what is 
possible.

Hostesses for January 
are Kathy Lovgren and 
Colleen Lepper.

The Vermilion Dream 
Quilters is a guild with 
members from through-
out the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region and is 
open to anyone interested 

in quilting and creative 
sewing. Members encour-
age and instruct each other 
and share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For 
more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill in 
Tower by calling 218-
753-4600.

Growing 
Tomorrow’s 
Teachers grant 
awarded to 
Mesabi Range

VIRGINIA- Mesabi 
Range College applied for 
and was recently awarded 
a grant for $109,482 from 
the Office of Higher 
Education. The grant, 
Growing Tomorrow’s 
Teachers, will provide the 
opportunity to collaborate 
with high school, elemen-
tary, and early childhood 
educators across rural 
northeastern Minnesota 
to develop courses to 
entice high school students 
to explore the field of 
education in addition to 
obtaining practical class-
room experience. Students 
interested in furthering 
their interest in obtaining 
the Child Development 
Associate Credential from 
the National Council for 
Professional Recognition 
(CDA) can apply to be 
part of a summer inten-
sive program. Mesabi 
Range College offers 
an Early Childhood/
Early Childhood Special 
Education A.A.S. Degree. 

Carefree Living 
acquires new Hoyt 
Lakes location

H O Y T  L A K E S – 
Minnesota-based Carefree 
L i v i n g ,  a  d i v i s i o n 
of  Spectrum Health 

Companies, announced 
the acquisition of the Hoyt 
Lakes Northland Village 
senior living community 
earlier this month. The 
facility, located at 421 
Kennedy Memorial Dr., 
will offer both assisted and 
newly-remodeled inde-
pendent living units.  This 
is an exciting addition to 
Carefree Living’s existing 
senior care communities 
located in Aurora, Babbitt, 
Brainerd, Burnsville, 
Cook, Ely, Orr, Silver Bay, 
St. Cloud and Virginia.

“As a locally owned 
c o m p a n y ,  C a r e f r e e 
Living is dedicated to 
serving the communities 
we are part of,” said 
Merle Sampson, CEO and 
Owner of Spectrum Health 
Companies. “Our staff is 
committed to supporting 
our residents with their 
changing needs, provid-
ing peace of mind, while 
exceeding expectations.”

The Hoyt Lakes acqui-
sition is one of three final-
ized this month. Carefree 
Living also purchased the 

Northland Village senior 
living communities in 
Buhl and McGregor. 

 For more informa-
tion about the newly-ac-
quired location or the 
new independent living 
units (at each of the three 
locations), visit http://
www.spectrumhealthcos.
com/carefree-living/care-
free-living-locations/ or 
contact Carolyn Fisher 
at 218.576.4114 or car-
olynf@spectrumchealth.
com.  
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Wishing You A Blessed Holiday
from COOK BUILDING CENTER

Winning Artist LAURIN GLASS
GRADE 2

A Very Merry Christmas to You!
from Bauman’s Vermilion Funeral Home

Winning Artist • Alexus Childs
Grade 6

Make It A Wonder Filled Christmas 
from Align Builders

Winning Artist • SERAH ROSS
Grade 2

Have A Safe, Happy Holiday Season!
from The Cook Hospital

Winning Artist MIKEY SIPOLA
Grade 5

Deck The Halls This Christmas!
from BIC Realty

Winning Artist BAILEY CRENSHAW
Grade 4

Sing A-Song-Of Christmas!
from AMERICAN BANK COOK & ORR

Winning Artist • ALICE SOPOCI
Grade 3

We Wish You A Cheery Christmas!
from COOK VFW

Winning Artist • CARSYN BURNETT
Grade 3

Share the Spirit of Christmas Year ‘Round
from Broten Construction

Winning Artist • HAYDEN KLASSY
Grade 4

Blessings of Peace and Joy This Christmas
from ARONSON BOAT WORKS

Winning Artist • BRIELLE SCHULTZ
Grade 1

REGIONAL- The Arrowhead Library System is pleased to present 
Supernatural Lake Superior with Chad Lewis, a free one-hour presentation 
being offered for ages 13-adult at at Babbitt Public Library on Monday, Jan. 
7 at 1 p.m., Ely Public Library on Wednesday, Jan. 9 at 10:30 a.m., and at 
Cook Public Library on Friday, Jan. 11 at 4 p.m.

Take a visit to the strange side of this Great Lake with bizarre tales of 
UFOs hovering over the water, phantom ships disappearing into thin air, 
haunted businesses along the shore, deadly sea serpents, mysterious crea-
tures, and sinister men in black; this program will change the way you view 
the majestic lake. 

 This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library System, was funded in 
part or in whole with money from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund. To learn more about Arrowhead Legacy Events, please see our calen-
dar at www.alslib.info, follow us on Twitter @ALSLibraryNews, or like us 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/alslibinfo.

Supernatural Lake Superior with Chad Lewis at 
area libraries in early January
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TOWER...Continued from page 1

a modest increase from the 
$231,842 the department spent 
in 2016, according to budget data 
provided by the city of Tower.

The ambulance service’s 
anticipated spending in 2019 is 
nearly $35,000 more than an anal-
ysis by the Timberjay predicted 
last March. Ambulance director 
Steve Altenburg had criticized 
that newspaper report for overstat-
ing expenditures under the new 
paid on-call program. In March, 
the Timberjay projected the shift 
to paid on-call would push the 
ambulance service’s expenditures 
to $402,900, somewhat less than 
the $439,800 the department now 
expects to spend next year.

The Timberjay had also pro-
jected in March that the shift to 
paid on-call staffing would likely 
boost ambulance revenues to 
$440,000 due to the department’s 
ability to respond to additional 
inter-hospital transfers. The 
city budget pegs anticipated 
revenue next year at $439,800, 
which is virtually identical to the 
Timberjay estimate. 

The anticipated revenue for 
next year includes an increase 
in the department’s share of the 
city’s general property tax. City 
taxpayers have paid $7,500 to 
underwrite the ambulance service 
in recent years, but the latest 
budget doubles that amount, 
to $15,000. It also includes 
$37,500 in township subsidies, 
although that revenue is ear-
marked for ambulance purchases. 
The various tax subsidies are 
expected to account for 12 percent 
of the department’s total revenues 

next year. 
On the revenue side, the new 

budget projects that ambulance 
call revenue will rise by $75,000, 
mostly as a result of additional 
transfers, but that additional 
revenue is projected to fall well 
short of covering the cost of the 
change to paid on-call staffing. 
The budget projects spending on 
employee wages to jump from 
the $54,100 that the department 
spent in 2017, to $180,000 next 
year. Final payroll costs for 2018 
likely won’t be available until the 
city’s audit next spring. 

Related payroll costs, such as 
FICA, are expected to jump next 
year by about $10,000, while the 
department will also spend more 
for fuel, supplies, meals, and 
additional maintenance as a result 
of the extra mileage on vehicles 
to undertake additional transfers. 

The budget approved by 
the council projects no budget 
surplus in 2019, which would 

represent a significant erosion in 
the department’s margins, which 
have averaged about $110,000 
annually in recent years. Director 
Altenburg has stated repeatedly 
that the department must main-
tain substantial margins in order 
to cover the cost of ambulance 
replacement. Altenburg has 
advocated for an increase in the 
subsidies paid by surrounding 
townships, to cover more of the 
cost of ambulance replacement, 
but he has, to date, found little 
interest from township officials. 

Altenburg misstates 
run data

In advocating for a switch 
to paid on-call staffing in 2017, 
Altenburg claimed the change 
would result in higher margins 
due to the department’s ability to 
undertake more non-emergency 
inter-hospital transfers, which 
are significantly more profit-

able than emergency responses. 
Altenburg later acknowledged 
that switch to paid on-call would 
reduce department profits, as the 
2019 budget plan suggests.

But Altenburg also cited 
necessity, repeatedly claiming 
that call volume had been rising 
sharply for years, which he said 
was all but forcing the depart-
ment to switch to paid on-call in 
order to reduce burn-out among 
its volunteer staff. 

At the Nov. 26, 2018, city 
council meeting, Altenburg 
repeated his claim, and accused 
Timberjay Publisher Marshall 
Helmberger of “lying” for sug-
gesting that the run data shows 
no significant upward trend in 
emergency calls.

“We had five years in a 
row that went up 20 percent,” 
said Altenburg. “Why does 
anybody need to lie about the 
call volume?”

Yet call volume data pro-
vided by the city of Tower 
confirms that the six-year trend 
in emergency calls has barely 
budged. In 2013, the department 
responded to 340 emergency 
calls. In 2018, fully five years 
later, the department appears 
headed for a year-end total of 
approximately 350. That’s a 
five-year overall increase of 
just under three percent. Had the 
department actually experienced 
annual call volume increases of 
20 percent for five years in a row 
since 2013, it would be expected 
to respond to 847 calls this year 
(see graph).

The department has seen 
an increase in the number 

of requests for inter-hospital 
transfers, but the department’s 
mission is to provide emergency 
response, not to provide shuttle 
service for non-emergency 
cases. 

While ambulance services 
are required to respond to emer-
gency calls, there is no such obli-
gation to provide inter-hospital 
transfers and some ambulance 
services limit the number of 
transfers they accept in order to 
reduce demands on volunteers 
and to minimize the risk that a 
primary ambulance and crew 
could be out of the area when 
an actual emergency happens. 

Yet even when requests 
for transfers are included, the 
department has experienced 
nowhere near the 20-percent 
annual increase Altenburg has 
claimed.

In 2013, the department 
responded to 383 total runs, 
including 43 hospital trans-
fers. In 2017, the department 
responded to 425 calls, including 
72 hospital transfers. That’s an 
average annual increase just of 
2.7 percent. The department is 
likely to respond to about 460 
calls in 2018, but that’s padded 
by the extra hospital transfers the 
department has taken this year 
to help pay for the paid on-call 
staffing. 

Had the department expe-
rienced the 20-percent annual 
increase in total runs in recent 
years, it would be expected to 
respond to 953 calls or transfers 
this year, or more than twice the 
actual number the department is 
expected to complete.
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EMPLOYMENT EQUITY

COMMUNICATIONS

CenturyLink left two rural businesses without phone or 

Local businesses hit hard by extended outage
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Right: The Harold’s Arctic 
Cat dealership in Vermilion 
Lake Township was among 
two local businesses hurt 
this fall by an extended 
communications outage.
M. White

Twin Cities law firm to help Turnbull in pay equity case

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor 340
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TOWER— Longtime Tower 
School “lunch lady” Marilyn 
Turnbull may soon be getting help 
from a high-powered Twin Cities 
law firm as she pursues her claim for 
fair pay from the St. Louis County 
School District. 

Following the Timberjay’s 
Nov. 30 story on her plight, the 
Halunen Law Firm, of Minneapolis, 
reached out to Turnbull offering to 
help. The firm’s leading partner, 

Clayton Halunen, has a prominent 
summer home on Lake Vermilion 
and his mother, a retired teacher, is 
also a resident of the lake. 

The  s to ry  h igh l igh ted 
Turnbull’s years-long struggle 
to be compensated as a “cook 
manager,” which is the title and 
pay grade that most closely reflects 
her actual duties. The district has, 
instead, classified her as an “assis-
tant cook,” even though she has run 
the school kitchen in Tower almost 
singlehandedly for years. The lower 
designation has resulted in tens of 

thousands of dollars in lost income 
for Turnbull, who has lived alone 
since her husband Ballard died 13 
years ago. Turnbull currently earns 
just over $14 an hour as an assistant 
cook, nearly $2 an hour less than 
she would earn as a cook manager. 
She works about 40 hours per week 
during the school year.

Turnbull had hoped a Monday 
meeting with Superintendent 
Reggie Engebritson might yield 
some breakthrough on the long-

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See TURNBULL...pg. 5

YMCA...Continued from page 1
opening in 1960, Their 
waiting list regularly 
tops 200 in the summer 
months. The YMCA oper-
ates eight overnight camps 
and 10 day-use camps in 
Minnesota and western 
Wisconsin. 

Their new Camp 
Northern Lights sits on 
115 acres, features two 
swimming beach areas on 
a half-mile of shoreline, a 
popular fishing lake and 24 
lakefront cabins with full 
kitchens and bathrooms, 
and decks and/or screened 
porches. 

The Y will be adding 
eight new tent sites and 
four new bungalow cabins 
so it can accommodate as 
many as 180 guests and 40 
staff at one time. “We also 
plan to add a craft barn, 
nursery, dining hall and 
outdoor gathering spaces 
for sing-a-longs and camp-

fires,” Schimml said.
About $3 million for 

the purchase came direct-
ly from donors. “With 
YMCA Camp Northern 
Lights, we are ensuring 
the Y continues to serve 
our community with great 
outdoor experiences for 
all to enjoy,” said Glen 
Gunderson, president and 
CEO of the YMCA of 
the Greater Twin Cities.  
“The YMCA is commit-
ted to providing everyone 
opportunities to get away 
from daily distractions, 
unplug and enjoy nature 
year-round.”

The YMCA Summer 
Family Camp program 
offers three-, four- and 
seven-day options. Camp 
staff lead age-specific 
programming for a portion 
of the day and all-family 
programs in the after-
noons and evenings. In 

addition to family camp, 
teens 15-18 years old can 
develop valuable lead-
ership skills through a 
two-week program that 
provides hands-on training 
assisting camp counselors 
and facilitating programs, 
according to Schimml.

During the school 
year ,  YMCA Camp 
Northern Lights has seven 
winterized cabins that are 
available for a Book Your 
Own Getaway experience. 
Families and groups can 
enjoy groomed ski trails, 
snowshoeing, hiking and 
other outdoor adventures.

Nor the rn  L igh t s 
campers will have access 
to fishing boats and trained 
guides, pontoons, kayaks 
and paddleboards during 
the warmer months.

Prices for the new 
family camp range from 
$550 per week to $3,000 

for larger cabins. Financial 
assistance is available.

The YMCA of the 
Greater Twin Cities is 
a nonprofit dedicated 
to strengthening com-
munities through youth 
development, healthy 

living and social respon-
sibility.  Established 161 
years ago, the Y provides 
life-strengthening services 
across Minnesota and 
western Wisconsin com-
munities.

For more information 

on YMCA Camp Northern 
Lights and how to register 
for camp programs, visit 
http://campnorthernlights.
org.

A portion of the new YMCA Camp Northern Lights on the shores of 
Bear Island Lake bewteen Ely and Babbitt. submitted photo.

1/2 OFF
EVERYTHING

*(Excludes Jewelry & Rocks)

HUGE YEAR-END CLEARANCE!
We are making room for

NEW INVENTORY

603 Main Street, Tower • 218-753-6607

UFFDA THRIFTS
& GIFTS

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

Celebrate With Us!

NEW YEAR’S EVE
              SPECIALS
           & FAVORITES
             AVAILABLE

 MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS SOON

ELY...Continued from page 1
Amanda Vanderbeek and 
Megan Wognum.

Moyer said in court 
documents that she was 
overpaid $1,088.10 over 
13 paychecks between 
August 2017 and May 
2018. To recoup the 
claimed overpayment, 
Moyer said the school 
district, through a payroll 
adjustment, deducted 
$155.44 from seven pay-
checks. She is seeking 

twice the amount of the 
deduction, allowable under 
state statute, in the amount 
of $2,176.20, plus filing 
fees and costs, for a total 
of $2,251.20. 

The teachers did not 
respond to a request for 
comment by the Timberjay.

Ely Superintendent 
K e v i n  A b r a h a m s o n 
referred the matter to 
the school district’s legal 
counsel, Kelly Klun. “She 

will provide certain docu-
ments and comment. I am 
not at this time making 
direct comments concern-
ing this litigation, but may 
do so down the road,” he 
wrote in an email response.

Klun provided the 
following statement to the 
Timberjay on Monday:

“On behalf of the 
District, I can confirm 
that there are 17 teach-
ers who have each filed 

separate matters in small 
claims court.  From the 
perspective of the dis-
trict, the teachers are not 
contesting that they did 
not receive their salary as 
bargained for, rather the 
issue involves the appor-
tionment of their salary 
per pay period over the 
fiscal year. 

The District believes 
it has fully compensated 
teachers relative to the 

2017/2018 school year and 
will be filing a response, 
and in some cases, a 
counterclaim for monies 
that have been overpaid 
to certain litigants.   The 
district is committed to 
ensuring all teachers are 
paid their bargained salary, 
while maintaining the 
District’s due diligence 
of fiscal oversight to its 
taxpayers.”

On behalf of the school 

district, Klun filed a coun-
terclaim this week, saying 
that in Moyer’s case, the 
overpayment was actually 
$1,674 and that Moyer 
owes them that money plus 
fees and costs of $1,080 for 
a total of $2,754. 

A court date in the 
matter was initially set for 
Wednesday, Dec. 26, but 
Klun said it now appears it 
will be rescheduled to mid 
January or beyond.
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LODGE...Continued from page 1
and restaurant and possi-
bly an ice cream parlor, 
although those changes or 
additions would be up the 
owners of the lodge. 

The planning com-
mission approved the RV 
proposal in two steps. 
First,  commissioners 
agreed to expand the Lake 
Vermilion Commercial 
overlay for BayView 
Lodge to include the RV 
park property. Then, they 
approved a conditional 
use permit, which is con-
tingent on other agency 
approvals. 

The  commiss ion 
approved both measures 
following sometimes 
heated public comment 
and discussion.

Commercial 
overlay

Last year’s closure 
of BayView Lodge com-
plicated the question of 
whether the planning com-
mission could approve an 
expansion of the commer-
cial overlay at the site. 
Under the Lake Vermilion 
Plan, existing commercial 
uses were protected from 
changes in the underlying 
zoning as long as a busi-
ness continues to operate. 
The existing commercial 
districts are, in effect, an 
overlay on the zoning map. 
Once permanently closed, 
however, the classification 
is supposed to revert back 
to the underlying zoning. 

Residents in opposi-
tion to the RV park plan 
claimed the BayView 
overlay expired because 
the business closed in 
2018.

“The overlay is only 
in place as long as the 
business is operating,” 
said county senior planner 
Mark Lindhorst. “If the 

business ceases or the 
permit is revoked, then 
it reverts to the previous 
zoning.”

BayView Lodge’s 
owners had posted a sign 
along County Rd. 77 last 
year indicating that the 
facility was closed perma-
nently, an action that oppo-
nents argued terminated 
the commercial overlay. 

But county officials 
argued that while BayView 
ceased operating last year, 
its permits remained in 
place and could reopen 
at any time. Planning 
chair Roger Skraba said 
as long as the operating 
permits on the business 
were still valid, the com-
mercial overlay continues 
in effect. County planner 
Jenny Bourbonais said the 
county had not received 
any notice that the permits 
for BayView should be 
revoked because the busi-
ness ceased operations.

But opponents of the 
project argued as well 
that the parcel slated for 
development does not 
directly connect with the 
BayView property and 
can’t be included in an 
expanded overlay. 

“The proposed prop-
erty doesn’t even touch 
the existing property,” 
Greenwood resident Rick 
Sheehan said. “This appli-
cant doesn’t even own the 
lodge, and you say ‘so 
what.’ The effect is spot 
zoning. The court will take 
it on. You need to go to the 
comprehensive plan and 
justify it.”

Spot zoning is illegal 
in Minnesota.

A county parcel map 
does suggest that the two 
properties do touch in the 
far northeast corner of the 
RV parcel. 

Sheehan also argued 

that the residential nature 
of the area made the 
proposal incompatible 
with the Lake Vermilion 
Plan— and he noted that a 
previous attempt to expand 
the property in 2012 was 
shot down by Greenwood 
Township when it still 
controlled its planning and 
zoning. He noted that the 
attempt five years ago was 
also done by the owners 
of the BayView property, 
rather than Horan and 
Ribich.

Skraba disagreed with 
Sheehan on the legal 
aspects of the proposal. 
“The reason why we have 
the overlay district was 
to protect everybody,” 
Skraba said. “If you have 
a business, you could 
expand within reason. I 
am comfortable with being 
here. I don’t feel that it is 
an illegal act to look at the 
rezoning.”

Bourbonais said the 
county attorney’s office 
had reviewed the plan 
and had not found it to 
be in opposition with any 
ordinances.

The measure to extend 
the overlay passed unani-
mously.

Conditional 
use permit

Ribich told the board 
he plans to operate a neigh-
borhood-friendly RV park.

“I want this to be 
a nice facility, a quiet, 
family-friendly one,” he 
said. “If people want to 
knock a few back and get 
a little crazy, there are 
other places on the lake 
to do that.”

Ribich said he and 
Horan plan to vet renters 
before allowing them 
space. He also said they 

were targeting season-
al campers, rather than 
weekend customers, who 
are often younger and 
rowdier.  

“With such a long wait 
list at other sites, I don’t 
foresee a difficulty filling 
these sites,” he said. “We 
don’t want to have in-and-
out traffic all season long.”

The permit applica-
tion indicates that Horan 
and Ribich are planning to 
put up to 33 RV sites on 
the property, which would 
allow for a camper and two 
additional vehicles.

That plan could be 
revised, however, depend-
ing on a review from the 
Department of Health, 
which must also permit the 
project following county 
approval.

Lindhorst said the 
county estimates the prop-
erty could hold as many as 
55 spots for campers.

Three individuals 
from the public spoke out 
on behalf of the project.

The first, a landown-
er who lives near the 
Vermilion Club said com-
plaining residents should 
have known what they 
were signing up for when 
they bought property in 
close proximity to a resort.

He also said there 
wasn’t enough business 
on the east end of the 
lake, and something new 
was needed to alleviate 
constraints on other local 
businesses.

Paul Skubic, one of 
Greenwood Township’s 
supervisors, said he was 
speaking as an individual 
to show his support since 
the township has elected to 
stay neutral on the matter 
and allow the county to 
decide the project’s fate.

“I’ve heard nothing 
but good things. People 

want to see it,” Skubic 
said. “I ask this board 
to consider the business 
opportunities.”

A third landowner, 
who is selling a piece of 
property to BayView for 
the project said she was 
in support.

The  oppos i t i on , 
however, came out in 
force, citing concerns 
about increased traffic 
along BayView Drive, 
which is privately owned. 
One homeowner said the 
residents could use their 
rights to the road to block 
it off using gates.

The resort plans to 
open a new entrance, but 
residents were not con-
vinced it would alleviate 
traffic on the currentroad.

“Neighbors take care 
of the road, but they don’t 
want to maintain it for an 
RV park,” Beth Sheehan 
said. 

Skraba said the lodge 
had been using the road for 
years. Horan added that the 
lodge had also maintained 
portions of the road, some 
of which was done by him 
personally.

“If you overburden an 
easement, it can be denied 
to you,” Mr. Sheehan said. 
“With 33 units, that’s 
exactly what is going to 
happen. You have to do 
something for us here.”

Mr. Sheehan said 
there was an official ease-
ment record on file with 
the county since 1989 that 
spelled out the require-
ments.

He also added that the 
county requires RV parks 
to be completely hidden 
from view, both from 
neighboring properties and 
adjacent roadways.

Commissioner Keith 
Nelson asked how the 
project would do that. 

Horan and Ribich said they 
wanted to leave as much 
of the existing foliage in 
place as possible.

Final Discussion
Following the closing 

of public comments, the 
board had their own 
contentious debate with 
Skraba firmly expressing 
his opposition to the plan 
if Horan and Ribich could 
not guarantee resort traffic 
would stay off of BayView 
Drive and have adequate 
screening. He wanted his 
requirement as an amend-
ment to the plan.

Nelson and David 
Pollock, however, ques-
tioned the need for an 
amendment, instead allow-
ing a friendly amendment 
to require that signage for 
the lodge be moved to the 
new roadway.

Nelson said because 
of county ordinances, ade-
quate screening between 
the properties was already 
required and it was point-
less to include it in the 
motion to pass the project.

The amendment to 
the plan failed to pass 
with Nelson saying fences 
would be ugly and the idea 
was to preserve the natural 
beauty of the area.

Skraba said he still 
would not favor the project 
without something in 
writing that would guar-
antee a protection to the 
neighbors surrounding the 
lodge property.

The vote on the permit 
was seven in favor, includ-
ing Nelson and Pollock, 
with Skraba and one other 
commissioner opposing.

The project now goes 
before the full county 
board for approval some-
time in the new year.
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TOWER- The Tower 
Economic Development 
Authority, on Thursday, 
discussed the formation of 
the new community broad-
band committee, that will 
be working on the issue of 
broadband connectivity in 
our area.

Stephanie Ukkola, 
who is helping lead the 
effort, updated TEDA on 
the working session she and 
Michael Wood attended in 
Grand Rapids last month. 
Among other goals, she said 
they’re hoping to recruit 
10-12 members, including 
township representatives, 
community members, and 
business owners, to serve 
on the committee. 

The newly-forming 
committee will hold its 
first working session on 
Thursday, Jan. 10 from 5 – 
7 p.m. at the Tower Civic 
Center. They will meet 
with representatives from 
the Blandin Foundation to 
learn about the task ahead, 
and funding opportunities. 
The group will host a com-
munity visioning session on 
Feb. 13 at the old Legion 
Building on Main Street 
from 4 – 7 p.m.

“The training session 
in Grand Rapids was very 
helpful,” Ukkola said. 
“I feel more confident 
about my knowledge of the 
program.”

T E D A  m e m b e r 
Steve Peterson Jr., who 
is also clerk of Vermilion 
Lake Township, said that 
Vermilion Lake intends to 
send a representative to the 
committee. Contacts will 
be made with other area 
townships.

Main Street trees
TEDA member Marit 

Kringstad asked Tower 
City Clerk/Treasurer 
Linda Keith about the 
city’s policy on Main 
Street trees. Kringstad 
noted that Keith had told 
the Main Street Committee 
that the city council had 
voted to remove all the 
trees planted in the side-
walk area.

Keith said the city 
policy was to simply 
remove any dead or dying 
trees, and not replace them.

“People don’t want 
them,” Keith said. Keith 
added that the root systems 
of the trees had damaged 
the electrical boxes that 
had been installed at each 
tree location, and that the 
salt and other de-icing 
chemicals used on the 
street and sidewalk were 

not good for the trees 
either.

TEDA member Joan 
Broten noted that many of 
the trees are not strategi-
cally placed, and block the 
view of storefronts. 

Harbor committee
Broten asked what 

was happening with the 
city’s harbor committee 
and said she would like to 
see the committee become 
active again, as well as 
have community and busi-
ness owner input.

Keith said the com-
mittee, which was a city 
council committee, had 
been disbanded since it had 
fulfilled its duties relating 
to getting the harbor area 
ready for development.

Incoming Mayor 
Orlyn Kringstad said the 
issue of the harbor com-

mittee would be addressed 
at the council’s reorgani-
zation meeting on Jan. 8.

Other business
 TEDA is still inter-

ested in the idea of having 
a disc golf course in Tower. 
A disc golf developer 
visited the area adjacent to 
the city ski trail parking lot 
and would like to explore 
it further. Some of the 
area needed may be on 
county land. Keith said the 
county would be interested 
in leasing the land to the 
city, as long as it didn’t 
infringe on the gravel pit 
and access road in that 
area. TEDA will have the 
disc golf group go and flag 
the area it is interested in, 
and then TEDA may ask 
the city council to approve 

hiring a surveyor to see if 
any of the area infringes on 
the adjacent county parcel, 
or if it is all on city-owned 
land.
Broten discussed the 

idea of starting up a com-
munity garden. TEDA will 
contact Victoria Ranua, 
who has experience in this 
field, to see what steps 
need to be taken, and find 
a good location.
 Keith told the 

TEDA board that the city 
had received a data request 
for all emails from the 
TEDA chair in 2017. The 
TEDA chair at that time 
was Marshall Helmberger, 
who was using his own 
business email, not a 
city email account. Keith 
refused to tell the board 
who the request was from, 
falsely claiming it was 

private data. In fact, the 
name of a requestor is typ-
ically public data unless 
the person is the subject of 
the data requested and the 
information is otherwise 
protected.
 Steve Peterson Jr. 

asked if the data request 
was specific enough to 
meet city guidelines, and 
Keith said it was. He noted 
this was a request that 
needed to be handled by 
the city, not by the TEDA 
board. As of this week, 
Helmberger had already 
notified Keith that the 
emails were prepared for 
release, but Keith has not 
responded in recent days 
regarding the request.
 TEDA holds its 

next meeting on Thursday, 
Jan. 3.
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Join us in wishing
Dr. Harold Johnston
A Happy Retirement!

Friday, December 28th
Doug Johnson Recreational Center

510 E Johnson Road, Cook MN
5:00 - 8:00 Appetizers and Cake Available

6:00 Program

Dr. Johnston has provided 
quality, compassionate 

care to the Cook area for 
over 40 years.  Please join 
us in a celebration of  his 

years of  dedication.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

ELY – Part of getting 
ready for Christmas in Ely 
for many cookie and treat 
lovers includes participat-
ing in the age-old tradition 
of the Christmas Cookie 
Walk.

Members of First 
Lutheran Church here 
spend countless hours 
in their kitchens in early 
December baking all sorts 
of traditional holiday 
goodies to donate for the 
church auxiliary’s Cookie 
Sale and Dessert Social. 
Each baker commits to 
making at least five dozen 
treats.

The event was held last 

Saturday afternoon in the 
church basement and was 
sold out in no time at all as 
cookie customers waited 
in a line that spiraled up 
the staircase and into the 
church lobby. Beginning 
at 1 p.m. sharp, one by one 
they filled a cake box with 
as many treats as it would 
hold. Experienced cookie 
walkers could place about 
three pounds of sugary 
perfection into their con-
tainers. Some even filled 
two boxes. 

For $7 per pound, 

cookie walkers saved lots 
of time in their own kitch-
ens this holiday season and 
helped pay for remodeling 
and renovations to the 
kitchen in the church 
fellowship hall that needs 
new plumbing and updated 
cupboards that date back to 
the late 1960s.

There was also a baked 
goods table overflowing 
with breads, tarts and 
other goodies, a craft table, 
complete with the cut-out 
fabric and instructions to 
make a life-size Common 

Loon doorstop (just add a 
bag of sand for the weight), 
and a silent auction for a 
queen-size and full-size 
handmade quilts.

After all that, partici-
pants could sit down and 
enjoy a dessert, homemade 
of course, and cup of coffee 
for just $3. At least one 
person was spotted eating 
cookies they had just 
bought as they made their 
way through the parking 
lot to their car.

A Christmas cookie walk tradition
Ely’s First Lutheran church ladies sweeten up the holidays

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Long tables full of homemade Christmas cookies and treats are 
snatched up in a matter of minutes at the annual cookie walk event 
held at First Lutheran Church in Ely. Women’s Club member Elaine 
Hartleben, right, fills up a box for a home-bound cookie lover. 
photos by K. Vandervort

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TEDA mulls community broadband committee
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor



REGIONAL - The 
Hibbing School District 
is throwing its support 
behind a proposed collabo-
ration agreement between 
several school districts 
across the Iron Range. 
At Tuesday evening’s 
meeting of the St. Louis 
County School Board, 
Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson informed 
the school board the six 
districts involved in the 
plan will seek funds from 
the state Legislature to aid 
in the effort.

The agreement as 
it currently stands will 
include St. Louis County 
Schools, Mt. Iron-Buhl, 
Chisholm, Ely, Mesabi 
East, and Hibbing.

Beginning next year, 
Engebritson said the dis-
tricts will begin working 
on an integrated bell 
schedule along with joint 
summer camps to be 
offered at the end of the 
current school year.

Engebritson added 
that the districts would be 
looking at how other areas 
of the school system could 
be affected, such as union 
contracts and transporta-
tion costs. She provided 
no details as to what those 
affects might be.

Currently, both St. 
Louis County Schools 
and Mt. Iron-Buhl already 
share payroll, nursing 
and transportation ser-
vices as well as sharing 
Engebritson as superin-
tendent of both districts.

The district’s Director 
of Teaching and Learning, 
Kristi Berlin, gave the 

board an update on the 
rollout of the Multitiered 
System of Support (MTSS) 
program through the state.

Berlin said the dis-
trict is currently working 
on further integrating 
high school Special Ed 
students into core class-
rooms without having to 
remove them for special 
instruction.

She said students 
should be learning core 

subjects from the teach-
ers who specialize in the 
topics. 

MTSS works on a 
three-tiered system.

Tier one is core 
instruction. Tier two is 
lending extra support 
in the classroom where 
students may need some 
extra help. Tier three is 
providing extra instruc-
tion outside the classroom 
for those students who 

need it.
“The minute we pull 

those kids out of class, 
they are getting two levels 
of instruction and we can’t 
repair that gap,” Berlin 
said.

Board member Chet 
Larson asked how the 
schools would identify 
students going forward 
for tier three help.

“It’s when they are 
not on the same level as 

the rest of the class or they 
need help with behaviors 
to get to the same level 
as the rest of the class,” 
Berlin responded.

On top of special 
education, Berlin said 
the district plans to have 
teachers unify their teach-
ing schedules by teaching 
the same topics at the 
same time in given subject 
areas.

“We want the teachers 

to do their thing,” Berlin 
said, “but we want to make 
sure there is a standard 
to it.”

She noted that some 
teachers would likely not 
be happy with the move.
She added the district 
had originally planned to 
implement similar stan-
dards five years ago but 
did not enforce it as 
heavily as they plan to in 
the new year.
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KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Stuntz Bay Association
                 T-Shirts $20

                  Hats $15

LAST MINUTE
CHRISTMAS PRESENT

PERFECT

Assorted colors
and sizes available
FREE PICKUP

in Tower & Soudan
(Shipping Available)

CONTACT
Jolene  218-255-2131

TUESDAY GROUP

COUNTY SCHOOLS

ELY— Advocates of 
prompt action to address 
climate change spoke at 
a recent Tuesday Group 
gathering, arguing for 
Carbon Fee and Dividend 
legislation and highlight-
ing the importance of the 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby, 
or CCL.

North Shore resident 
and author Katya Gordon, 
who wrote “Sea Change: 
Addressing Climate hange 
on Lake Superior,”  (See 
review on Page 10B) 
and Eric Enberg, M.D., 
who works for St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Duluth, pre-
sented his “Political/
Financial Perspective on 
Climate Change.”

Retired Ely resident 
Barb Jones, who earned 
a PhD in Physics at the 
University of London 
and was a professor of 
Physics at the University 
of California-San Diego, 
explained how the leg-
islation and the citizens’ 
lobby can help address the 
growing climate change 
challenges.

Their recent presen-
tation came as concerns 
about climate change 
are intensifying around 
the world in the wake of 
two key scientific reports 
issued in the past few 
months that have sug-
gested that time is rapidly 
running out for humans to 
address climate change in 
time to avoid catastrophic 
effects. 

Many people, but 

not all, are concerned 
about global warming and 
understand the need to 
slow or stop the addition 
of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases to 
the atmosphere, according 
to Enberg 

 “Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby advocates that one 
of the best ways to help 
our economy shift to less 
carbon use is through 
federal legislation called 
Carbon Fee and Dividend,” 
he said. A bipartisan bill to 
implement the concept was 
introduced to Congress 
earlier this month. It takes 
steps to implement the 
“Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act.” 

How it works
Producers of oil, gas or 

coal pay a fee to the govern-
ment based on how much 
carbon dioxide (CO2) 
would be produced by 
that fuel. “The fee starts 
at $15 per ton of CO2 and 
increases by $10 per ton 
each year,” Jones said. 
“The government collects 
the fees and returns the 
money to each household 
by a monthly dividend 
check.”

The whole process is 
revenue neutral.

The producers of the 
oil, gas or coal will pass on 
their costs to consumers, so 
we can expect costs to rise, 
she said. For example, for 
each $10 per ton of CO2, 
gasoline will increase in 
cost by about 11 cents a 
gallon. 

 “Other products will 

increase in cost also, but 
products that use less 
carbon-intensive energy 
in their production will 
increase less than those that 
heavily use carbon-based 
energy,” she said.“ For the 
average consumer (that is 
about 70 percent of us) the 
monthly dividend check 
will more than cover these 
costs. The high-end users 
will be out of pocket.”

Under the bill, accord-
ing to Jones, the dividend 
check will be handled 
by the Internal Revenue 
Service or the Social 
Security Administration 
and will come to each tax 
filing household with one 
share for each adult and 
a half share for up to two 
children. 

All the fees will be 
returned minus a couple 
percent for administration 
costs. “It is expected that 
the additional revenue 
coming to the average 
consumer will boost the 
economy, providing many 
new jobs,” she added.

In the bill just intro-
duced, fuel for agriculture 
is exempted so the fees that 
farmers pay for diesel for 
their tractors, etc., will be 
directly rebated. 

“As the fees increase, 
consumers will likely seek 
the cheaper options,” Jones 
said. “Those options will 
be products that use cleaner 
energy in their manufac-
ture and transportation. 
This will slowly push 
the economy to greener 
choices. These changes 
will be made by market 

forces and not mandates.” 
Studies show that in 

just 20 years, such a “fee 
and dividend” system 
could reduce carbon emis-
sions up to 50 percent of 
1990 levels while adding 
2.8 million jobs to the 
American economy.

A  “ B o r d e r  T a x 
Adjustment” would be 
made for products import-
ed or exported to the United 
States. “This will prevent 
companies gaining advan-
tage by moving manufac-
turing operations across 
the border or overseas,” 
Jones said. “This process 
would likely encourage 
other countries to adopt 
similar Fee and Dividend 
legislation.”

Ely efforts
As many as five years 

ago, a discussion group 
called “Climate Change 
Group” was formed involv-
ing local citizens who 
wanted to learn more about 
global warming. They 
continue to meet the first 
Tuesday of each month at 
the Ely Senior Center. 

“It is very informal, 
and we talk about some of 
the many aspects of global 
warming, usually taking a 
specific topic each month,” 
Jones said. “We occasion-
ally have “experts” come to 
talk with us but mostly we 
do our own research. This is 
not a lobbying group, more 
of an educational exercise.” 

Usually 10 to 20 people 
attend and most participate 
in the discussion, she said. 

“Some of us wanted to 

be more active, and with 
help from Katya (Gordon), 
we discovered Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby and decided 
to see if a CCL chapter 
in Ely would be viable,” 
Jones said. 

The Ely Climate 
Change Lobby group has 
been active for about a year. 
“Our goals are to educate 
our friends, neighbors, 
local politicians, and the 
community at large about 
the problems of global 
warming and the advan-
tages of passing a Carbon 

Fee and Dividend Bill in 
Congress,” she said.

“We have written 
letters, made phone calls, 
talked with candidates 
who are running for office 
and had a table at the 
Ely Farmers Market last 
summer. We have almost 
100 people on our email 
list and a core group of 
five to eight peope who 
get things done. We get 
help from CCL chapters 
in Duluth/Two Harbors, 
Grand Marais and Mt. 
Iron.” 

Is climate change just a concept?
Citizens’ lobby pushes new legislation to address new reality
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor New Minnesota education 

standards would reflect 
man-made climate change

Teachers across the state will soon be addressing 
proposed science education standards that would, 
for the first time in Minnesota, teach that humans 
are the primary cause of climate change.

Some educators already teach about humans’ 
impact on the climate. Writing it into state standards 
would add muscle if they face pushback from stu-
dents or parents. 

And it would help ensure the topic gets taught.
The Minnesota science education standards 

get an update every 10 years. A committee of K-12 
educators, higher education representatives and 
community members create and revise the standards 
during a months-long review and approval process.

Once they’re in place, teachers’ coursework 
must align with statewide standards. Individual 
educators and districts still have final say in how 
they present concepts to students.

Members of the public have opportunities to 
comment before the final standards take effect. The 
first public comment period has closed, and a second 
draft of the standards is expected mid-February.

If approved, the standards would be phased in 
starting next year.

Hibbing to join Iron Range school collaborative
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor
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HOCKEY

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Spectators cheer as Jasper Johnston leaves the starting line.

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

NORDIC SKIING

Grizzlies 
roll past 
T-Wolves

Above: North Woods se-
nior guard Chase Kleppe 
goes in for a jump shot 
under pressure from 
Ely’s Collen Seliskar.

Left: Ely junior guard 
Eric Omerza looks to 
work his away around 
standout North Woods 
guard Cade Goggleye.

photos by J. Greeney

North Woods dominates in 72-40 win

HIDDEN VALLEY – The 
Ely Nordic ski teams are off to 
a strong start as the boys team 
finished first in last Thursday’s 
home meet, while the girls team 
took third. 

Conditions were fast at 
Hidden Valley, and Ely soph-
omore Jasper Johnston took 
advantage to claim first place 

in a field of 28 skiers from five 
schools. 

Johnston wasn’t alone, 
as the entire Ely boys team 
finished in the top 14 to claim 
first place overall. “Our boys 
team did very well.” said Ely 
Head Coach Paula Anderson.

On  the  g i r l s  s ide , 
eighth-grader Zoe Devine 
finished in fifth place overall. 
“Zoe had a break-out race 
finishing fifth in varsity after 

she was a junior high racer all 
last season.” The girls squad 
is dominated by underclass-
men, but that didn’t stop them 
from placing three additional 
racers in the top 15 spots last 
Thursday..

 “The girls were solid and 
will continue to develop as 
the season progresses,” said 

Ely skiers have strong season opener
Johnston takes first among 28 skiers in boys competition

by Marcus WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

BOYS BASKETBALL

ELY— The Grizzly boys have become 
a nemesis of sorts for the Timberwolves in 
recent years, and they filled that role yet again 
on Friday night as they dominated Ely on their 
home court. The Grizzlies cruised to a 72-40 win 
as four North Woods players, led by sophomore 
Darius Goggleye, 
reached double digits. 
The Timberwolves, 
meanwhile, struggled 
offensively, shooting 
an anemic 31 percent 
from the floor.

After losing a 
couple key players to 
graduation last year, 
the big question for 
the Grizzly boys bas-
ketball squad was 
whether they could reproduce the magic that took 
them to the state championship match last year. 
Now, after five straight convincing victories, 
including Friday night’s win here, it looks like 
the Grizzlies just might be contenders yet again.

North Woods Head Coach Will Kleppe said 
he was pleased with what he saw on the court 
on Friday. “Ely is always going to move the ball 
well in the half court and I thought our defense 
created some problems for them and kept them 
out of any offensive rhythm,” he said. 

The Grizzlies, on Friday, did most of their 

“I thought 
our defense 

created some 
problems for 

them.
Coach Will Kleppe

See BOYS...pg. 2B

.

BOYS B-BALL

GIRLS B-BALL

Friday Dec. 21
Ely at Lake of the Woods, 
6:30 p.m.

Friday Dec. 28 and
Saturday Dec. 29
Ely basketball
tournament

Sports 
week

Friday Dec. 21
Ely hosts Two Harbors,
7:15 p.m.

Thursday Dec. 27
Ely hosts Wrenshall, 
7:15 p.m.

Friday Dec. 28
Ely hosts Carlton,
3:45 p.m.

HOCKEY
Friday Dec. 21
Ely at Lake of the Woods, 
6 p.m.

Thursday Dec. 27 - 
Sunday Dec. 29
Ely at North Shore
Tournament

FIELD TWP— It was 
a nail-biting, picture perfect 
ending to a close game 
Tuesday night as Sasha 
Strong went up for two points 
as time ran out to give the 
Grizzlies a 81-79 win over 
Barnum before an enthusi-
astic home crowd. 

And it wasn’t the only 
big play of the week for 
the Grizzlies, as senior Bria 
Chiabotti connected on a free 
throw to tally her 1,000th 
career point in last Thursday’s 
contest with Fond du Lac. 
It was a big turnaround for 
North Woods as they won 
three straight this past week to 
improve to 5-3 on the season.

During Tuesday night’s 
game, Chiabotti led the way 
for the Grizzlies, with 27 
points. Kate Stone added 14, 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Chiabotti 
hits 1,000 
in big week 
for Grizz
Strong hits two at 
the buzzer in win 
over Barnum

FOND DU LAC— The Nighthawks’ girls 
basketball team is struggling in the early-going this 
year, but senior guard Shayler Lislegard is having 
a break-out season as the team’s dominant player. 

And she proved that again on Tuesday as she 
scored 47 points to lead her team to their first win 
of the season, as Northeast Range topped Fond 
du Lac 67-53.

“It was Shayler’s biggest night ever,” said 
Head Coach Paxton Goodsky. 

The game remained close throughout most 
the first half, although the Nighthawks took a 
seven-point lead into the break. They extended that 
to 14 at one point early in the second half, before 
Fond du Lac hit a hot streak and closed the gap 
to just two. “But we managed to pull away at the 
end,” said Goodsky. 

Improvement on the fundamentals helped, as 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Lislegard scores 
47, leads ‘Hawks 
to first victory
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See ‘HAWKS...pg. 2B

Wolves still winless
ELY – The Wolves’ offensive 

struggles continued this week as they 
fell 5-1 to Southwest Christian. Ely 
managed just 21 shots on goal in the 
contest, compared to 49 shots for 
Southwest Christian, a combination 

of Richfield and Southwest Christian 
high schools.

The Wolves have yet to outshoot 
an opponent this season.

The Eagles put 18 shots on target 
in the first period compared to just four 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HOCKEY...pg. 2B
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Anderson. “The skiers on 
both teams were given a 
great opportunity to get 
back into race mode,” she 
added. “Results are less 
important at this point of 
the season, we focus much 
more on racing prep and 
process.”

While her skiers per-
formed well, Anderson 

cautioned that the results 
might not be indicative of 
what the team will face 
later in the season. “Many 
of the top skiers from other 
teams were not there yes-
terday so it is hard to fairly 
evaluate results,” she said.  

The Wolves’ next 
scheduled meet is Thursday 
at Coleraine.

Here are the top indi-
vidual performances by 
Ely and team results.

Ely Individual Boy Places
1.  Jasper  Johns ton          

Sophomore   14:39.7

4. James Schwinghamer 
Junior           15:21.6

6. Raif Olson                  Junior            
15.24.3

9. Kjetil Midttun         Junior               
15:58.7

13. Nate Nettifee         Junior               
16:21.1

Ely Individual Girl Places
5. Zoe Devine             Eighth               

18:23.7
8. Kalyssa Eilrich        Junior               

18:58.8
12. Julia Schwinghamer 

Sophomore      19:21.6
15. Brooke Pasmick    

Junior                19:21.6
20. Anna Bercher        Junior                

20:42.4

26. Lucy Stouffer        Senior               
22:34.7

Boys Team Places
1. Ely                             384
2. Grand Rapids             376
3. Cloquet-Esko-Carlton 

353
4. Duluth East                351
5. Mesabi East               331
Girls Team Places
1. Grand Rapids             375
2. Duluth East                374
3. Ely                              364
4. Mesabi East               341
5. Cloquet-Esko-Carlton 

335
     
     

CHISHOLM— Ely juniors 
Brielle Kallberg and Erika 
Mattson lit up the boards Monday 
night as they combined for 55 
points to lead Ely to a convinc-
ing 87-37 win over a young 
Chisholm squad.

Kallberg, Ely’s domi-

nant point guard, fell just one 
assist short of a triple-double, 
after racking up 23 points, 14 
rebounds, and nine assists in 
addition to eight steals. 

While it seemed, at times, 
like Kallberg was in two places 
at once, Mattson stalked the 
three-point arc much of the night, 
connecting on eight treys in 17 
attempts on her way to a game- 

leading 32 points. 
The Timberwolves grabbed 

the lead in the opening minutes 
and kept building from there, 
using nearly constant pressure to 
keep the Bluestreaks off balance. 

“We put on a lot of full court 
pressure, which led to many 
quick and good opportunities 
on offense,” said Ely Head 
Coach Darren Visser. Indeed, 

the Wolves combined for a 
remarkable 20 steals in the game 
and dominated the boards with 
39 total rebounds. 

Visser said the team con-
tinues to gain confidence. 
“Everyone is starting to gel 
together and figure their role 
within the team. That helps us 
become a much more complete 
team.”

Senior Lida Dodge helped 
out in Monday’s contest, with 
eight points, four assists and four 
steals, while Winter Sainio and 
Taylor Gibney scored six apiece. 

The Wolves, now 3-2, will 
host Two Harbors on Friday 
night. They’ll host Wrenshall on 
Thursday, Dec. 27. Tip-off for 
both games is set for 7:15 p.m.

Kallberg, Mattson spark big Ely win over Chisholm
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

for the Wolves. A superior 
goaltending effort by Ely 
senior Tyler Housey kept 
Southwest Christian score-
less until its final shot on 
a power play, giving the 
Eagles a 1-0 lead to start 
the second. 

The Eagles would 
add two more goals in the 
second period, giving them 
a 3-0 lead going into the 
final frame.

Southwest added two 

more goals before junior 
Luke Olson, with an assist 
from Nick Mattila, put 
the Timberwolves on the 
scoreboard with just 1:58 
left in the game. The 
Wolves were again outshot 
16-10 in the period.

Tyler Housey defend-
ed 44 of 49 shots for Ely 
for a .897 save percentage.

Penalties kept the 
Wolves off balance much 
of the game, as a total of 

eight infractions kept Ely 
players in the box for a total 
of 24 minutes. The Eagles 
spent just six minutes off 
the ice on penalties.

Ely traveled to Moose 
Lake last Friday, where 
they managed to notch 
their first tie of the season. 
The Wolves led 2-0 for 
a time, but allowed the 
Rebels to score three 
straight goals to take the 
lead before a late Ely goal 

knotted the score at three 
apiece.

Nick Mattila gave Ely 
its first lead of the season 
with an unassisted goal to 
start the second period. 
Jeremiah Kaercher, with 
an assist from Austin 
Meskill, gave Ely a 2-0 
lead. The Rebels would 
score a goal to end the 
second period leaving the 
Wolves up 2-1.

Moose Lake Area 

would start the third with 
back-to-back goals giving 
them a one-goal lead. Ely’s 
Luke Olson stepped up to 
score the last goal in reg-
ulation leaving the game 
tied at the end of regula-
tion. Neither team added 
points in the overtime, 
leaving a 3-3 final score.

Freshman goal ie 
Chase Sandberg had his 
best statistical game of the 
season as he had a .930 

save percentage when he 
deflected 40 of 43 shots.

The Wolves had 
just two penalites for six 
minutes in the box com-
pared to two infractions 
and just four minutes for 
the Rebels.

Ely next heads to Lake 
of the Woods on Friday. 
Game time is 6 p.m.

       
     

while Strong and Regan 
Ratai added 12 points 
apiece. It was a back-
and-forth match with the 
Bombers, with the score 
tied right up to the final 
second.

At Wrenshall  on 
Monday, the Grizzlies 
would down the Wrens on 
the road 82-56.

Plenty  of  Nor th 
Woods players got in 

on the scoring action. 
Brynn Simpson led the 
way with 11 points, while 
Stone added 10. Chiabotti, 
Genesis Day, and Alanna 
Rutchasky added nine 
points apiece.

Goggleye said his 
team started slowly, but 
finally picked up the 
pace. “It took us about 
12 minutes to get into the 
game,” Goggleye said. 

“We made some adjust-
ments at half time and 
got a lot more points and 
lot more turnovers from 
them.”
A career milestone

Las t  Thursday’s 
game will go down in the 
Grizzly history books, 
with Chiabotti hitting the 
1,000th point of her career 
in the team’s match against 
Fond du Lac.

“I’m very proud of 
her,” Goggleye said. “She 
works very hard on her 
basketball. She’s always 
up in the gym with her 
dad. They’ve put in a lot 
of work.”

Chiabotti is the first 
girls basketball player in 
North Woods history to 
earn the coveted 1,000th 
point. The point came amid 
cheers from fans at the 

North Woods gymnasium.
Along  wi th  he r 

1,000th point, Chiabotti 
led the team with 24 
total points. Stone would 
add 15 to the total with 
Simpson, Rutchasky and 
Hanna Kinsey each adding 
another 10.

“We played really 
tough at Fond du Lac,” 
Goggleye said. “They were 
undermanned and they 

couldn’t keep up with us.”
The Grizzlies are now 

on an extended holiday 
break. They’ll return to 
the court to face Northeast 
Range on Jan 3. Tipoff for 
the game is scheduled for 
7:15 p.m. at North Woods.

 

offensive damage stalking 
the arc, as they connected 
on a total of 11 three-
point shots. Freshman T.J. 
Chiabotti had the hot hand 
from outside, connecting 
on four treys, while senior 
Ian Sherman added three. 
Seniors Cade Goggleye 

and Dylan Chiabotti added 
two treys apiece. 

Darius Goggleye 
worked the paint and went 
three-for-three from the 
charity stripe for his game- 
leading 17 points. Sherman 
finished with 15 points, 
while Chiabotti posted 12 

and Chase Kleppe added 
ten.

S e n i o r  P a t r i c k 
Vanderbeek and junior 
Dylan Fenske both scored 
nine for Ely, while junior 
Eric Omerza added eight 
points and six rebounds.

BOYS...Continued from 1B

the Nighthawks limited 
turnovers and took advan-
tage of their opportunities 
at the free-throw line, 
hitting 21 of 34 from the 
stripe.

Despite her dominant 
performance, Lislegard 
needed help and she got it 
from junior center Casey 
Zahnow, who put up 12 
points, and senior Sophie 
Lenz, who added four. 

The Nighthawks are 
off next week for the hol-
idays. They’ll be back in 
action Dec. 27 and 28 at the 
Ely Holiday Tournament.

Left: Zoe Devine 
powers up a slope 
during last week’s 
Nordic event at Hidden 
Valley. photo by M. Devine

 Sports briefly

FIELD TWP - The sixth-
ranked Grizzlies edged ninth-
ranked Esko here Monday night, 
downing the Eskomos 72-67.

“The Esko game was a big 

win for us considering their  
ranking in the state,” said Head 
Coach Will Kleppe. “They put 
a lot of pressure on our guards 
and we responded by moving 
the ball to the open man.   Our 
senior captains, Cade and Chase, 
really stepped up and dominated 

in their respective roles.”
Cade Goggleye had a big 

night, pouring in 23 points, 
along with five rebounds and 
three assists. Chase Kleppe and 
Darius Goggleye had 14 points 
apiece with Kleppe adding 
nine rebounds. The younger 

Goggleye had six boards. 
Esko’s Trevor Spindler was 

the Eskomos’ top scorer with 17 
points and six rebounds.

The Grizzlies are now 6-1 
on the season, mirroring their 
success during last year’s season.

They were set to play 

Lakeview-Christian on Thursday 
night on the road with a tipoff 
time of 7:15 p.m.

The team then heads to an 
extended break for the holiday 
season before returning to play 
Red Lake on the road on Jan. 4. 

Top-ranked Grizz 
roll past Esko

‘ H A W K S . . .
Continued from 1B
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*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must 
ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be 
added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG 18M1531 
Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet

55586TJH | $199.91* separately

Combo Price $4999

      

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

Call 1-855-351-5658 and ask for 55586TJH 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/love17

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(844) 347-2104

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Call 1-866-930-2098 to order item 494X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/N19497
* Only $19.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping and handling to 

48 contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply.     IC:  H9VH-N291

Navel
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited 
time offer!

Awesome Oranges!



We at Chateau du 
Vera had quite a shocker 
this past week which 
involved an ambulance, 
stretchers, sirens, flashing 
lights and Hilda!

We were doing some 
pre-hol iday baking– 
Christmas Cookies.  We 
had finished the spritz 
and were frosting our first 
batch of sugar cookies 
when Hilda keeled over.

I immediately called 
an ambulance, and we 
rocketed to a nearby hos-
pital.

It was OIFBCC!  The 
phrase was tossed about, 
by the ambulance driver, 
the emergency room 
doctor, even a janitor in 
the emergency room.

“Is it,” I said hesitant-
ly to the doctor, “Is it, is 
it– aerophagia, dyspep-
sia, acidosis, or gaseous 
stomach?"

There was a pause.  
The doctor’s face took on 
a suspicious look— his 
eyes narrowed.

“And, how do you 
know about aerophagia, 
dyspepsia or acidosis? 
Gaseous stomach you 
could pick up from loi-
tering at some beery 
dive, places where one 
shoots pool and snooker.  
However, aerophagia, 
dyspepsia from when 
you hang out at pool 
halls? Cheap places where 
money is bet, and snooker 
is played….”

We cut him off.
“On the ride here, I 

paged through ‘Hazzard’s 
Geriatric Medicine and 
Gerontology,’ her symp-
toms indicate to me…”

“Pashaw,” he spat out, 
slapping his hand with 
his stethoscope. “I do not 
have to peruse ‘Hazzard’s 
Geriatric Medicine and 
Gerontology,’ or ‘Netter’s 
Anatomy Coloring Book!’  
We see this a lot during 

this time of year; your 
friend suffers from a 
seasonal disorder– plain 
old OIFBCC.” 

“OIFBCC, will she 
live? Does this mean a trip 
to Rochester– the Mayo 
Clinic? Macy’s, here we 
come!!!”

He cleared his throat.  
“OIFBCC,” he pro-

nounced with a sigh, “We 
see many cases of it this 
time of year, OIFBCC !”

" O I F B C C  h a s 
éclat, flair, glamour, 
panache,  verve…put 
that in your “Hazzard’s 
Geriatric Medicine and 
Gerontology.”

We are almost sure 
that she was suffering 
from, a list spun through 
my aged head “Yellow 
Fever ,  Ablepharon-
Macrostomia Syndrome, 
or…” a dramatic pause, 
“Aceruloplasminemia.”  

H i l d a  s q u e a l e d , 
“OMGHOIFBCC…we 
will be famous.  We will 
be on the ten o’clock news, 
me and Earl Henton.”

The doctor cleared his 
throat, “We have many, 
many cases of ‘OIFBCC’ 
this time of year.”

“I can see a telethon 
in our future. OIFBCC the 
disease…”

She was interrupted 
by the doctor, “OIFBCC 
is,” he sighed... “OIFBCC 
is the medical term for 
Over indu lgence  In 
Frosted Butter Christmas 
Cookies."

We went home to do 
our final baking.

We feel that one 
CANNOT have enough 
Mexican Wedding Cake 
cookies during Christmas.

Do not inflict oleo 
or margarine on close 
friends or anyone this time 
of year.  You will never 
ever find in a cookbook 
a section entitled, “Oleo 
Cookies for Christmas” or 
“Have a Merry Margarine 
Yuletide.”

You need to sit down 
and read this recipe care-
fully…it’s a little different. 

Mexican Wedding 
Cakes

1 cup BUTTER, soft-

ened
1-3/4 cups confection-

ers’ sugar, divided
1 teaspoon vanilla 

extract
1-1/2 cups all-purpose 

flour
1/4 cup cornstarch
1/4 cup baking cocoa 

(NOT A MISPRINT)
1/2 teaspoon salt
1-1/4 cups finely 

chopped pecans or almonds
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon
Directions: Preheat 

oven to 325 degrees. In a 
large bowl, cream butter 
and 1 cup confectioners’ 
sugar until light and fluffy. 
Beat in vanilla. Combine 
flour, cornstarch, cocoa 
and salt; gradually add to 
creamed mixture and mix 
well. Stir in nuts. Shape 
tablespoonfuls of dough 
into 1-inch balls. Place 2 
inches apart on ungreased 
baking sheets. Bake 12-14 
minutes or until set. In 
a small bowl, combine 
cinnamon and remaining 
confectioners’ sugar. Roll 
warm cookies in sugar 
mixture; cool on wire 
racks. Store in an airtight 
container.

Who has ever added 
cinnamon or cocoa to 
Mexican Wedding Cakes?  
Oh well…I cannot be 
political this close to the 
holidays.

Now for the non-bak-
ers out there:

White Chocolate-
Covered Oreo Cookies

1 package  Oreo 
cookies 

6 ounces white choc-
olate 

1 package peppermint 
sprinkles 

Directions: Melt white 
chocolate.

Dip each Oreo in the 
white chocolate, then lay 
out on a paper towel or 
baking rack and sprinkle 
with peppermint sprinkles. 
Let them cool for about 30 
minutes. 

Not just your usual 
chocolate chip cookie 
recipe, this one adds Oreo 
cookies to the mix.

O r e o - S t u f f e d 
Chocolate Chip Cookies

1 cup of butter soft-
ened

3/4 cup light brown 
sugar, packed

3/4 cup dark brown 
sugar packed

1 cup white sugar
2 large eggs
1 tablespoon vanilla
3-1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking 

soda
1 bag chocolate chips 

(12 oz.)
1  package  Oreo 

cookies
Directions: Preheat 

oven to 350 degrees.
Cream butter and 

sugars together with a 
mixer until well combined. 
Beat in eggs and vanilla.

 In a separate bowl, 
mix the flour, salt and 
baking soda. 

Slowly add dry ingre-
dients to wet, along with 
chocolate chips, until just 
combined.

Using a one-inch 
cookie scoop to measure 
out dough, place a single 
Oreo between two equal 
scoops of cookie dough. 
Use your hands to mold 
the dough around the 
Oreo until edges are sealed 
and cookie is completely 
enclosed in dough. Repeat 
with each cookie until all 
dough is used.

Place onto a parch-
ment-or Silpat- l ined 
baking sheet. The cookies 
will expand a bit when 
baking, so use two pans 
if necessary, to provide 
enough space between 
them. Bake 11-15 minutes 
or until golden brown. 

Let cool for 5 minutes 
before transferring to 
cooling rack.

Please note the cooling 
stricture! An ambulance 
run with third degree lip 
burns from eating cookies 
BEFORE they are cool 
is not a way to spend a 
holiday.

PS…IF you have 
too many homemade 
cookies we will GLADLY 
take them off your hands. 
Our Christmas mantra is 
̔…cookies today …TOPS 
tomorrow!ʼ

Ms. Vera Milion

Lawrence P. 
Nehring

Lawrence “Larry” 
Patrick Nehring, 67, of 
Babbitt, passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by family on Monday, 
Dec. 10, 2018. Memorial 
services will be held at 
11 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
11, 2019, at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in 
Hibbing. Visitation will 

be held one hour prior to 
the service at the church.

Larry was born the 
youngest of two children 
to Alfred and Constance 
(Olson) Nehring on March 
8, 1951, in Hibbing. He 
was a loving, selfless, 
kind-hearted person who 
loved to spend time with 
his family and friends. He 
also loved hunting, fishing, 
traveling, football, base-
ball, and going for drives. 
Larry had been employed 
as a direct support pro-
fessional at Rural Living 
Environment.

Larry is survived by 
his wife, Susan (Jensen) 
Gerber-Nehring of Babbitt; 
three children, Ryan (Julie) 
Nehring of Chisholm, 
Rachel (Jeffrey) Arthurs 
of Champlin and Lindsey 
(Jacob) Jenc of Duluth; 
stepdaughter, Samantha 
(Kevin) Gerber-Zimski of 

Hugo; six grandchildren, 
Sean, Regan, Jackson, 
Reed, Averi and Charles; 
sister, Karen (Patrick) 
White of Hibbing; numer-
ous nieces and nephews; 
and his beloved dog, Otter.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents; 
and stepdaughter, Amy 
Gerber.

Clifford L. 
Hoheisel 

Clifford “Cliff” Leo 
Hoheisel, 85, of Babbitt, 
passed away on Saturday, 
Dec. 15, 2018, at his home 
in Babbitt surrounded by 
his loving family follow-
ing a courageous battle 
with cancer. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 22 at St. Pius X 
Catholic Church in Babbitt 
with Father Bill Skarich 

officiating. Visitation will 
start at 10 a.m. Luncheon 
will follow at the church. 
Interment will be at the 
Argo Cemetery. Funeral 
arrangements have been 
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely.

He is survived by 
his beloved wife of 59 
years, Joan; children, 
Mary (Brian Preusser) of 
St. Cloud, Paul (special 
friend Cathy Bissonette) 
of Babbitt, Patricia (Brad 
Butkowski) of St. Michael 
and Robert (Lynn Kegler) 
of Zimmerman; 11 grand-
children; 12 great-grand-
children; many nieces and 
nephews; sisters, Adeline 
(William) Gunther and 
Mary (Raymond) Lucking, 
both of Pierz, Shirley 
(Roger)  Postr ick of 
Blaine and Jean (Gerald) 
Billmeyer of Arizona. 

Dolores Michlitsch 
Dolores Michlitsch, 

91, of Eveleth and for-
merly of Babbitt, died on 
Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018, 
at New Journey Residence 
in Eveleth. A private 
family service will be 
held. Family services pro-
vided by Bauman-Cron, a 
Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Virginia.

She is survived by 
her children, Craig of 
Eden, S.D., Marlowe 
of Rushmore, Gloria 
(Michael) Huseby of 
Embarrass and Brian (Deb) 
of Minneapolis; grand-
children, great-grandchil-
dren, extended family and 
friends.

Joseph Telich 
Joseph “Joe” Telich, 

96, left us on Tuesday, 
Dec. 11, 2018, at Carefree 
Living in Ely. A Memorial 
Mass was held on Thursday, 
Dec. 20 at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
Family arrangements 
were entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his 
wife, Florence of Ely; 
daughter, Jo Ann Erickson 
of Le Bugue, France; 
sisters, Katherine Lenich 
of Ely and Jean Vasicek 
of Florida; nephew, Matt 
Smrekar of Ely; and 
numerous other nieces 
and nephews.
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Obituaries and Death Notices

My Name
Grade 3

Warm Wishes to You!
from LANGEVIN AUTO

Artist AUDRIANA OLSON
Grade 2

PEACE TO ALL THIS CHRISTMAS!
from Lamppa Manufacturing

Winning Artist  •  ELSIE LARSON
Grade 5

My Name
Grade 3

Have A Sweet Christmas!
from LAKES GAS

Winning Artist LIBBY GLASS
KINDERGARTEN

Enjoy a Fun, Family Filled Christmas!
from KARL’S BREAD

Winning Artist • CLAIRE JONAS
Grade 3

My Name
Grade 3

May Your Holidays Be Merry & Bright!
from HANDBERG’S MARINE

Winning Artist VERA BRYSON
Kindergarten

Have a Twinkling, Happy Christmas!
from GRUBEN’S MARINA

Artist • BOB SWARTZ
GRADE 5 

Dear 
Hearts,

THE NEWS OF THE WEEK FROM MS. VERA MILION
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EFFICIENCY APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Queen size bed, private bath with shower,
small refrigerator and stove. 

Will rent until June 1, 2019 (possibly longer)
$550 per month (all included)

Soudan • Call 218-235-1377 



REGIONAL - Incoming St. 
Louis County Commissioner 
Paul McDonald had some big 
ideas on the campaign trail, and 
now he’s working to find the best 
way to accomplish his goals.

“Everything takes time,” 
McDonald said. “I talked during 
the campaign about focusing on 
kids; I want to do anything I can 
to help the next generation.”

To help the next generation 
of District 4 residents, McDonald 
said he is sticking with his big 
three campaign promises - 
education, mental health and 
economic development.

How McDonald plans on 
addressing these issues is a work 
in progress, but he said he’s been 

doing his best to find the right 
people to help him out.

McDonald added that he has 
been going to county commis-
sion meetings and even filling in 
for outgoing Commissioner Tom 
Rukavina when he is unable to 
attend because of recent health 
issues.

“When you’re new to the 
board, you need to establish 
relationships,” he said. 

When it comes to how the 
commissioner-elect will address 
mental health, he said those plans 
“are still in their infancy” and 
didn’t comment further other 
than to say the county has some 
plans in mind for adding beds 
in Duluth and the Iron Range.

“I think we have to exhaust 
all of our thoughts and work with 
local medical facilities to put 
some type of plan together and 

put together a feasibility study,” 
McDonald said.

One hospital in the area, 
the Cook Hospital, has already 
begun this process, working 
with other rural hospitals in the 
Arrowhead Region to begin 
studying how the communities 
can best serve mental health 
patients. While McDonald is 
aware of the Cook program, 
he said he hasn’t been to their 
meetings and prior obligations 
prevented him from attending 
the meeting on Dec. 13.

“The Cook Hospital has 
already been proactive,” he said. 
“We have some things going on 
in this area, but we need to look 
at expanding those and bringing 
in more partners.”

Those partners, he said, 
should include other medical 
facilities in Ely and Aurora.

On the topic of education, 
McDonald said he wants to 
expand scholarship availability 
to students attending community 
colleges on the Iron Range.

“More than $100,000 has 
already been given,” he said. 
“We need to give more.”

To increase those funds, 
McDonald said he is looking at 
mineral royalties and diverting 
more money into scholarship 
funds at area schools such as 
Vermilion, Mesabi Range and 
Hibbing community colleges. 

To keep students in the area, 
McDonald is hoping the region 
invests in broadband Internet to 
keep graduates local.

“We need to put some time 
on developing some partner-
ships,” he said. “You work with 
your legislators at the state and 
with county lobbyists both local 

and state. You keep knocking 
on doors to relay the message.”

McDonald said he hopes 
the county will conduct a survey 
and hold listening sessions in the 
region to see where people are 
having the largest issues with 
Internet access. 

“I wish I had an answer on 
how it’s all done,” he said. “It will 
take a lot of work, working with 
local governments. We need to 
have a united front to make this 
a priority for everybody.”

McDonald said improve-
ments have been made in rural 
areas around Ely, but work 
remains to be done around Crane 
Lake and Aurora.

McDonald officially takes 
office on Jan. 7.

FEEDING OUR FAMILIES

ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD
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Stock the Shelves event raised over $220,000 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

 ST. PAUL – Minnesota 
DFL Senator Tom Bakk (DFL-
Cook) hosted the 12th Annual 
Stock the Shelves event Monday 
night where attendees raised 
over $220,000 for Arrowhead 
regional food shelves and the 
Cook Emergency Challenge. The 
generous donations will allevi-
ate looming food insecurity for 
thousands of northern Minnesota 
families. 

 “Hunger and food instability 
affect every region of Minnesota,” 
Bakk said. “I am grateful to the 
sponsors who have helped stock 
the shelves in my home area, 
which faces some of the highest 
unemployment in the state. I 
encourage those who are able to 
give back to their community this 
holiday season.”

 At this year’s event, Senator 
Bakk introduced the Cook 
Emergency Challenge. Cook 
and surrounding communities 

were dealt a blow just before 
Thanksgiving when a fire at Zup’s 
Food Market left the community 
without its lone grocery store. The 
loss of this store makes it more 
difficult for low-income residents 
to purchase food. 

 Bakk continued, “We’re 
excited to partner with the local 
food shelves and community to 
respond to the need. The Iron 
Range town will struggle to meet 
its food needs this winter after 
the devastating fire of the only 
full-service grocery store in nearly 
30 miles.” 

 The Cook Emergency 
Challenge will provide temporary 
emergency food access resourc-
es, including increased capacity 
of the Cook Community Food 
Shelf, access to a mobile food 
shelf, community-based services 
to provide rides and shopping 
services, and more. A portion of 
the dollars dedicated to the Cook 

Emergency Challenge come from 
the Minnesota Food Shelf Program 
which distributes food to nearly 
300 food shelves throughout the 
state. These local food shelves 
provide food to individuals and 
families suffering from hunger as 
they work to become economically 
self-sufficient. 

To contribute to the Cook 
Emergency Challenge, visit http://
bit.ly/Cook-Challenge.

 “When a grocery store 
disappears from a community 
like Cook, the community needs 
to rally together to make sure 
everyone has access to healthy 
food, and we have certainly seen 
that here,” said Colleen Moriarty, 
executive director at Hunger 
Solutions Minnesota. “We have 
worked with the Department of 
Human Services for years on the 
Minnesota Food Shelf Program 
grant. Our partnership is respon-
sive and nimble in being able to 

help local food shelves step up 
and help fill the gap for low-in-
come residents and seniors in the 
community.”

The “Stock the Shelves” 
event began eleven years ago 
when Iron Range food shelves 
were having trouble keeping their 
shelves stocked into the holiday 
season. Today, unemployment is 
still higher in the Arrowhead than 
across the state. This means many 
families are stretched to the limit 
and relying on food shelves to eat.  

 Paul Carlson, Executive 
Director at the AEOA said, “It’s 
great to see the larger Minnesota 
community rally around as they 
figure out solutions to meet the 
needs of the community that was 
awffected by the loss of the only 
grocery store in Cook. Thank 
you Senator Bakk for continuing 
to be a champion for Iron Range 
communities.”

 Founding sponsors: Thomson 

Reuters and Ameriprise Financial.
P r e s e n t i n g  s p o n s o r s : 

Cleveland Cliffs Inc., BNSF 
Railway, and Minnesota Trucking 
Association.

Gold sponsors: Minnesota 
Power, Delta Dental of Minnesota, 
PolyMet  Mining ,  AT&T, 
Minnesota Grocers Association, 
Stinson Leonard Street, and 
Enbridge.

S i l v e r  s p o n s o r s : 
AmerisourceBergen Corp., 
Thrivent Financial, Holman’s 
Table, Twin Metals Minnesota, 
Minnesota Vikings, Weber 
Johnson Public Affairs, Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Minnesota, 
State Farm Insurance, Lockridge 
Grindal Nauen PLLP, Payday 
America, and Delta Air Lines.

 Cook Emergency Challenge 
sponsors include Thomson 
Reuters, Ameriprise Financial, 
Twin Metals Minnesota, and Delta 
Dental of Minnesota.

Event also included a special fundraiser challenge for the Cook Food Shelf

Happy Holidays to all Northerners!
from ORR MUNI

Artist • CELICE KING
Grade 3

Wishing You The Best of All!
from North Star Credit Union

Winning Artist • Lauren Burnett
Grade 5

Wishes For A Happy, Sweet Holiday!
from Pelican Bay Foods

Winning Artist •Matthew Miller
Grade 5

Warm Wishes This Holiday Season
from Northern Pine Embroidery

Winning Artist • RENA BUCKANAGA
Grade 5

Wishing You A Cozy Christmas!
from Melgeorge’s Elephant Lake Resort

Artist ISABELLE KOCH
GRADE 5

Wishing You Peace, Joy & Happiness
from Northwoods True Value  

Artist LINCOLN ANTIKAINEN
Grade 5

HAVE A SPARKLY, COZY CHRISTMAS
from Nordic Home North

Winning Artist • GUS LARSON
Kindergarten

Paul McDonald to focus on education, mental health, jobs

Merry Christmas And A Happy New Year!
from WASCHKE FAMILY CHEVROLET

Winning Artist • LATISE STRONG
Grade 4

The Spirit of Christmas Surrounds Us 
from Vermilion Senior Living

Winning Artist • DENIKO DUPREE
Grade 1



T O W E R —  T h e 
Vermilion Country School, 
a grades 7-12 charter school, 
continues to show financial 
growth according to the 
school’s latest audit report, 
produced by the Abdo, Eick 
& Meyers auditing firm. 

The school, now in its 
sixth year of operation, has 
enjoyed consistent budget 
surpluses despite its small 
size, with current enrollment 
in the low 40s. In the most 
recently completed school 
year, which ended June 30, 
2018, Vermilion Country 
posted total general fund rev-
enues of $690,235, with total 
expenditures of $619,378.

That left a general 

fund surplus for the year of 
$70,857. The school con-
tinues to maintain a modest 
deficit in the food service 
budget, which amounted to 
$29,703 in the last school 
year. That left a total budget 
surplus for all accounts 
of $41,154, bringing the 
school’s unreserved general 
fund balance to $175,303, or 
about 28 percent of its total 
budget. On a percentage 
basis, that’s well above the 
unreserved fund balance of 
most other school districts in 
the region.

The audit report did note 
that the school would benefit 
from higher enrollment, since 
the bulk of funding for the 
school is based on its student 
count. “Student enrollment 
is a constant concern,” notes 

the report. “At the time of 
this report enrollment is at 
about 40 students which is 
consistent with fiscal year 
2017. This number is quite 
a bit lower than desired and 
causes stress on budgeting 
especially staffing. Fifty-five 
students would be a much 
better number with 65 making 
a thriving school.”

The  p ro j ec t -based 
charter school is open to all 
students and is a public school 
that requires no tuition and 
provides free transportation 
for students within a 25-30 
mile radius. 
Right: VCS students 
enjoy roasting marsh-
mallows on a bonfire 
during holiday week 
activities.

REGIONAL— Lake 
Country Power will be 
investing $25 million 
in the coming year on 
upgrades to build a new 
main service center in 
Cohasset and update elec-
tric meters for its 67,000 
customers across north-
eastern and east-central 
Minnesota. 

The co-op last changed 
their meter system 15 years 
ago, and staff with the rural 
cooperative have spent 
months researching the 
best options. “Fourteen 
employees sat on the 
committee to do a lot 
of research for the next 
metering system,” said 
company spokesperson 
Tami Zaun. “It’s a large 
investment, so we wanted 
the best solutions. We 

visited with different 
coops and utilities.”

LCP work crews 
instal led 2,500 new 
meters in September in 
the co-op’s service area 
south of Cloquet as part of 
a test project. The rest of 
the over 64,000 remaining 
meters will be installed 
beginning this April. The 
company plans to begin 
near its current service 
center in Grand Rapids 
and move eastward. 

The whole project 
should take about a year 
and a half to complete with 
the final meters coming 
online in November 2020.

Customers should 
notice that it will be easier 
to check their own electri-
cal usage when the new 
meters are installed, Zaun 
said. The meters will also 
be able to detect system 
outages more quickly and 

produce a more accurate 
reading, which should 
lower monthly cost esti-
mates.

System outages will 
also be able to be detected 
faster by an automated 
system. Using the co-opʼs 
“SmartHub” website, 
members will also be 
able to view energy usage 
to the hour.

Before installation of 
the new meters begins, 
Zaun said, customers will 
receive a letter by mail 
on how the change will 
affect them specifically 
and the timeframe for their 
installation.

New service 
center

Opening next August, 
the main service center 
for the power utility will 
be moving down the road 

from Grand Rapids to 
Cohasset. 

“We’re in the building 
like a bunch of sardines in 
a can,” Zaun said. “When 
this building was con-
structed, it accommodated 
small bucket trucks. The 
equipment wasn’t as big as 
it is now. We have a lot of 
expensive equipment that 
sits outside in a pole shed. 
It gets worn down before 
it gets used.”

The facility has been 
in use since 1969 when 
it was built to house 
the Dairyland Electric 
Cooperative, the Grand 
Rapids precursor to Lake 
Country Power. 

The bulk of the proj-
ect’s $11 million cost is 
being shared by all co-op 
members at an average of 
about 50 cents per month 
on their energy bill.

Zaun said the new 

building will help facili-
tate work on the utility’s 
10,800 sqare miles of terri-
tory and 43,000 members.

For more info on the 
co-op, check out www.
lakecountrypower.coop. 
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER'S CHARTER SCHOOL

Vermilion Country School showing healthy fund balance

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Season’s Greetings To You All
from THE TIMBERJAY

Winning Artist • EVA LARSON
Grade 3

Experience Joy This Christmas!
from Sandberg Construction

Winning Artist • BRITTAN KOSKELA
Grade 3

Gather Together At Christmas
from REMAX-LAKE COUNTRY

Artist • BRECKEN CORNELIUS
Kindergarten

Have a Happy and Fun Christmas!
from Russ Hyppa Accounting

Winning Artist • Ellie Shermer
Grade 1

May Your Holidays Be Merry & Bright!
from The Y-Store

Winning Artist  • JADE DRIFT
Grade 2

Deck The Halls This Christmas!
from Rolando Noyes Construction

Rogelio Noyes
Grade 5

The Greatest of Holiday Wishes!
from Tim Johnson-State Farm Agency

Artist Lilee Harrenstein
Grade 3

Happy Holiday to You!
from Sulu’s Cafe

Cazimiro Carlson
Grade 5

Stay Safe & Healthy This Christmas!
from Scenic Rivers Medical & Dental-Cook

Winning Artist MICHAELA BRUNNER
Grade 2

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Lake Country Co-op powering up big projects



from these fine local businesses

Merhar’s Ace 
Hardware
48 E. Chapman St, Ely

365-3129

a c c o u n t i n g
365-4853

747 E. Sheridan on the Avenue
Ely, MN

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

45 E. Chapman St, Ely 
218-365-3132

We Wish You A Merry Christmas
And A Joyful New Year
1203 East Sheridan St, Ely, MN

(218) 365-5013

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
343 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 365-2326

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year! 

Ely Garage Door
Service & Repair

Keith Siens • 235-3568

Happy Holidays!

www.netitle.com

1614 E. Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994

ELY AUTO
SERVICES

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM ALL OF US!

365-4653
129 N Central Ave., Ely

We Wish You A
Merry Christmas and

A Happy New Year!

Season’s Greetings!

365-6565
400 N. Pioneer Rd, Ely

1111 Hwy. 169, Ely
218-365-3985

943 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-2800
www.bearislandland.com

We Wish You
A Very

Merry Christmas
&

A Happy
New Year!

Mike & Kathy Brandau
& the Crew from

Brandau Plumbing & Heating
....wish all our customers,

old & new,
 a “Very Blessed Christmas.” 

Happy Holidays
from all of us.

328 W. Conan St., Ely • 218-365-3271

Season’s Greetings
from Us to You!

365-3896
Hours:

M-Sat 11-Close
Sun Noon-7 

Have A Merry
Little Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Lossing’s Cat Shack
Lossing Building Center

www.lossings.com
Babbitt, MN

Wishing your family a Merry 
Christmas!

Joe’s Marine & 
Repair

Merry Christmas
To You!

25 W. Chapman St., Ely

365-6264

Sheridan St, Ely • 365-3216
Open til 3 PM Dec. 24
Closed Christmas Day

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Merry Christmas
 from all of us at

Blomberg 
& Sons Inc.

Ely • 365-6765
Babbitt • 827-3618

Gift & Sauna Shop
124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 365-3639

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

     MEALEY’S

126 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-4052

Wishing You
A Very Merry Christmas
& A Happy New Year!

200 W Conan St, Ely • 218-365-8045

Boundary Waters
Care Center

WISHING YOU
Safe & Healthy

Holidays!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from Charles R. Zuegner, CPA

charles@zeugnercpa.com

205 E Sheridan St, Ely
M-Sat 9AM–5PM, Sun 10AM-4PM

218-365-6602

Happy Holidays
from all of us.

R&R
TRANSFER

Wishes You a Merry Christmas
 & Happy New Year!

420 N 15th Avenue E, Ely
(218) 365-3196

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
105 N. Central Ave., Ely

218-365-6745  • 800-223-6565

33 E Sheridan St., Ely
218-365-3322

545 E. Sheridan St., Ely
218-365-5256

612 13th St. S., Virginia
218-741-1515
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!218.365.7348
955 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY MN

218-365-4000 • 240 W Sheridan St, Ely

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Season’s Greetings from Us to You!
West of Ely at 30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333

WINTER RATES  •  SPECIAL EVENTSFEBRUARY 7-17, 2019 

Check out our
CLOSE OUT

shelves 
for Great Gifts!

ELY FLOWER
& SEED

128 E. Chapman St., Ely 
365-6724

BEN FRANKLIN & RENTAL
HARDWARE HANK

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

218.365.4855
145 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY MN

Season’s 
Greetings 

from Us 
to You!

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
from all of us at Mike’s Liquor

128 E. Chapman St., Ely  •  365-6724

MIKE’S  LIQUOR

Wishes for Jolly Holidays to all
from the Kwazy Wabbit Crew!

11 N Central Ave, Ely • 218-365-2333

Merry Christmas & Sweet Wishes!
402 E Sheridan St, Ely

218-365-2802

WISHING YOU
Abundant Health & Happiness

Now & In The Coming Year
from

145 W Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555

Extends Christmas & New Year’s 
Greetings to All!

Highway 169 West of Ely 
218-365-6210

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
101 E Chapman • Downtown Ely 

218-365-6135

MODERN & VINTAGE KITCHENWARE

JERRY FINK
218-343-1318 • 203 E Sheridan St., Ely

Season’s Greetings from...

TIM’S TRUCK & AUTO
Wishes You All 

A Very Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

46 W. Camp • Ely • 218-365-3291

Your Northwoods guide
for tax and accounting

10 N 1st Ave E, Suite 204
Downtown Ely
218-365-6020



from these fine local businesses

Merhar’s Ace 
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365-3129

a c c o u n t i n g
365-4853
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Ely, MN

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

45 E. Chapman St, Ely 
218-365-3132

We Wish You A Merry Christmas
And A Joyful New Year
1203 East Sheridan St, Ely, MN

(218) 365-5013

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
343 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 365-2326

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year! 

Ely Garage Door
Service & Repair

Keith Siens • 235-3568

Happy Holidays!
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1614 E. Harvey St, Ely • 218-365-5994

ELY AUTO
SERVICES

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM ALL OF US!

365-4653
129 N Central Ave., Ely

We Wish You A
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A Happy New Year!
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400 N. Pioneer Rd, Ely

1111 Hwy. 169, Ely
218-365-3985

943 E. Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-2800
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We Wish You
A Very

Merry Christmas
&

A Happy
New Year!

Mike & Kathy Brandau
& the Crew from

Brandau Plumbing & Heating
....wish all our customers,

old & new,
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Happy Holidays
from all of us.
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Lossing’s Cat Shack
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Babbitt, MN

Wishing your family a Merry 
Christmas!

Joe’s Marine & 
Repair

Merry Christmas
To You!

25 W. Chapman St., Ely

365-6264

Sheridan St, Ely • 365-3216
Open til 3 PM Dec. 24
Closed Christmas Day

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Merry Christmas
 from all of us at

Blomberg 
& Sons Inc.

Ely • 365-6765
Babbitt • 827-3618

Gift & Sauna Shop
124 N. Central Ave., Ely • 365-3639

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

     MEALEY’S

126 E Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-4052

Wishing You
A Very Merry Christmas
& A Happy New Year!

200 W Conan St, Ely • 218-365-8045

Boundary Waters
Care Center

WISHING YOU
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Holidays!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from Charles R. Zuegner, CPA

charles@zeugnercpa.com

205 E Sheridan St, Ely
M-Sat 9AM–5PM, Sun 10AM-4PM

218-365-6602

Happy Holidays
from all of us.
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TRANSFER

Wishes You a Merry Christmas
 & Happy New Year!

420 N 15th Avenue E, Ely
(218) 365-3196

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
105 N. Central Ave., Ely

218-365-6745  • 800-223-6565
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218-365-4000 • 240 W Sheridan St, Ely

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Season’s Greetings from Us to You!
West of Ely at 30 Center St, Soudan • 218-753-2333

WINTER RATES  •  SPECIAL EVENTSFEBRUARY 7-17, 2019 

Check out our
CLOSE OUT

shelves 
for Great Gifts!

ELY FLOWER
& SEED

128 E. Chapman St., Ely 
365-6724

BEN FRANKLIN & RENTAL
HARDWARE HANK

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

218.365.4855
145 E. SHERIDAN ST, ELY MN

Season’s 
Greetings 

from Us 
to You!

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
from all of us at Mike’s Liquor

128 E. Chapman St., Ely  •  365-6724

MIKE’S  LIQUOR

Wishes for Jolly Holidays to all
from the Kwazy Wabbit Crew!

11 N Central Ave, Ely • 218-365-2333

Merry Christmas & Sweet Wishes!
402 E Sheridan St, Ely

218-365-2802

WISHING YOU
Abundant Health & Happiness

Now & In The Coming Year
from

145 W Camp St, Ely • 218-365-6555

Extends Christmas & New Year’s 
Greetings to All!

Highway 169 West of Ely 
218-365-6210

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
101 E Chapman • Downtown Ely 

218-365-6135

MODERN & VINTAGE KITCHENWARE

JERRY FINK
218-343-1318 • 203 E Sheridan St., Ely

Season’s Greetings from...

TIM’S TRUCK & AUTO
Wishes You All 

A Very Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

46 W. Camp • Ely • 218-365-3291

Your Northwoods guide
for tax and accounting

10 N 1st Ave E, Suite 204
Downtown Ely
218-365-6020



REGIONAL— Bird enthu-
siasts will be gathering around 
the area over the next two weeks 
to take part in one of the longest 
continuously-running examples 
of citizen science in the world, 
the annual Christmas Bird Count.

With counts planned in Ely, 
Cook, Eagles Nest, Isabella, and 
Aurora, there’s almost certainly 
a count you can fit into a busy 
schedule. It can be a great way to 
work off a few of those 
extra holiday pounds 
as well as meet old and 
possibly new friends 
who share an interest 
in the outdoors. 

F i r s t  u p  i s 
Ely’s count, set for 
Saturday, Dec. 22, so 
you’ll want to contact 
Norma Malinowski 
right away if you’d 
like to take part in 
this popular count. If 
you need more notice, 
there are other counts 
coming up over the 
next ten days. See contact infor-
mation in the sidebar below. 

Each of the Christmas counts 
is conducted within a 15-mile-
wide count circle, centered on a 
specific point. CBC participants 
count all the birds they see on that 
day within the count circle. Some 
birders spend the day skiing or 
snowshoeing through the woods. 
Others drive the backroads, and 
still others count the birds at their 
feeders from the comfort of their 
living room. 

While the count is open to 
all and is free of charge, all par-

ticipants will want 
to contact the count 
compiler ahead of time 
so they know where 
you plan to count, or 
can assign you a count 
area.

The Christmas 
Bird Counts were 
established by the 
National Audubon 
Society in 1900, 
as an alternative to 
New Year’s Day bird 
shoots, which used to 
be a tradition in much 
of the U.S. While bird 

shoots long ago faded into history, 
interest in the CBC has only grown. 
Every year, tens of thousands of 
birders take part in this event, 
which has now spread to Canada, 
Mexico, and portions of Central 
and South America.

It’s a fun way to spend a day, 
but it’s also important scientific 
work that has helped professional 
researchers document changes 
in bird populations over the 

LITTLE RICE LAKE—
Ducks will continue to find 
protection here following a 
decision by the Department of 
Natural Resources to reinstate the 
lake as a game refuge beginning 
next year. 

DNR officials say the deci-
sion came after public input 
showed overall support for 
the refuge, which was enacted 
several years ago to encourage 

ducks to remain in the area longer 
during the hunting season.

Attendees at a public meeting 
on the issue in October were 
largely oppposed to reinstating 
the refuge, but written comments 
expressed much more support 
for the proposal. DNR officials 
reported that they received 16 
letters on the subject, while six 
members of the public spoke 
at the public meeting, held in 
Tower.

Larch beetle, 
spruce budworm 
continue to 
damage forests
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Plenty of opportunities to take part in this annual ritual of citizen science

 Outdoors briefly

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

DNR reinstates refuge status for Little Rice Lake

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

‘Tis the season

See LITTLE RICE...pg. 9B

Little Rice Lake in late summer, with emerging wild rice. The DNR has renewed the 
lake’s protected status in hopes of encouraging ducks to remain in the area longer 
during the hunting season.  file photo/M. Helmberger

PROTECTED STATUS

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

See COUNT...pg. 9B

Above: 
A hairy woodpecker work-
ing on some suet. Above 
right: A pine grosbeak.

Right: 
Scanning the treeline 
during the Isabella bird 
count last winter.

 ELY—Saturday, Dec. 22. Contact Norma Malinowski 
at normarj@frontiernet.net.

COOK— Saturday, Dec. 29. Contact Julie Grahn at 
218-666-2450 or jg.grahn@gmail.com.

ISABELLA—Sunday, Dec. 30. Contact Steve Wilson 
at 218-753-6110 or clevergrayjay@gmail.com.

EAGLES NEST— Friday, Jan. 4. Contact Beth Urban 
at 218-365-5047 or eturtlemoon@frontiernet.net.

Bird counts galore

R E G I O N A L — T h e 
eastern larch beetle continued 
to infest large tracts of tama-
rack in northern Minnesota, 
and spruce budworm con-
tinued to hammer balsam 
fir, mostly in Lake County. 
That’s according to the DNR.

Recent DNR mapping 
shows the larch beetle has 
infested a total of 180,800 
acres of tamarack forest as 
of 2018. While the rate of 
new infection appears to have 
slowed slightly from 2017, 
DNR forest pest specialists 
say it’s too early to know if the 
outbreak is beginning to ease. 

Eastern larch beetle has 
impacted 535,000 acres of 
forest since the beginning of 
the outbreak, and University 
of Minnesota research indi-
cates a changing climate is 
at least partly to blame.

Meanwhile ,  spruce 
budworm defoliated balsam 
fir and spruce on about 
196,450 acres in 2018. This 
was almost a three-fold 
increase in affected acreage 
from 2017. An area south-
east of Ely has sustained the 
most severe spruce budworm 
impact, and that area has 
been impacted since 2013. 
Most of the damaged area is 
federally-owned land within 
the Superior National Forest. 
Spruce budworm will likely 
stay active in that area until 
2020, and many older balsam 
fir are expected to die. 

COOK - The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is offer-
ing a $2,500 reward for 
information on the shooting 
of three bald eagles near here 
last April. In addition to the 
April killings, a fourth Eagle 
was found shot to death on 
the Leech Lake Reservation 
in October.

The reward offer comes 
on the heels of an autopsy 
and ballistics test undertaken 
by USFWS investigators in 
Oregon to identify the types 
of bullets used to kill the 
eagles.  Under a century-old 
law, bald eagles are illegal 
to hunt without a special 
federal permit. The penalty 
for poaching an eagle can be 
up to five years imprisonment 
and $250,000 in fines.

The USFWS did not 
return requests for comment. 

Anyone with informa-
tion on the eagle killings is 
encouraged to call the “Turn-
in-a-poacher” (TIP) line at 
1-800-652-9093.

Feds offer cash 
reward in bald 
eagle shooting 
case near Cook



With the moderate 
temperatures of late, ice 
thickness has been slow to 
increase. Many of the lakes 
in the area have eight to 
twelve inches of good,hard, 
clear ice, however there are 
others with four inches or 
less in places. We cannot 
stress enough that it’s 
always a good idea to drill 
test holes as you travel, and 
it’s also a good idea to not 
venture out alone.

The few anglers that 
have been out are reporting 
catching a few walleyes 
from Shagawa Lake in 
twelve to twenty feet of 
water. Most action has been 
in the hours on either side 
of sunset. Live minnows on 
a dead stick have been the 
way to go for the most part, 

but a few larger walleyes 
have been brought to the 
hole through active jigging 
of rattle and swim baits. 
Seems like the large bait, 
large fish theory holds true.

Some nice crappies 
and sunnies are being 
caught, but once again the 
numbers appear to be off. 
Much of the vegetation on 
the smaller lakes is still up 
and green, so the fish have 
been holding in close to 
the cover. This is where 
it’s important to drill a 
bunch of holes where you 
can move about. Do some 
hole-hopping to achieve 
the bast results.

Pike spearers and 
tip-up anglers have been 
getting a few fish, but 
no huge ones have been 
reported lately.
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 Fishing reports

Jessica Bright with a 43-inch 24-pound pike she 
speared on Lake Kabetogama. submitted

Ely area 

COUNT...Continued from page 8B
decades. And that data becomes 
more valuable with time and con-
sistency. That’s something that 
Steve Wilson, who has served as 
count compiler for the Isabella 
count since its founding 37 years 
ago, has strived for. “It’s valuable 
to have a systematic count and the 
same compiler, so the methodology 
doesn’t change,” he said.

Wilson, who lives in Tower, 
said the information gathered by 

the counts has helped researchers 
identify population trends, such as 
the distinct northward movement 
of many species in recent years, 
apparently a response to climate 
change.

You don’t have to be a bird 
expert, since in many cases you 
could be teamed up with an expe-
rienced birder, which could make 
the count a great experience to 
expand your knowledge about our 

feathered neighbors and how to 
identify them. Winter is a good time 
to learn to identify our year-round 
resident birds, since the number of 
species found in the area this time 
of year is much lower than during 
the summer months. So don’t 
waste another day sitting at home. 
Get out and take part in this year’s 
Christmas Bird Count. 

Originally estab-
lished in 2012 in north-
ern St. Louis County, 
its refuge status was 
reviewed after five years 
to determine if the refuge 
should be continued.

Overall, the majority 
of waterfowl hunters sup-
ported the refuge re-es-
tablishment as did the 
Minnesota Waterfowl 
Assoc i a t i on ,  I zaak 
Walton League, and the 
U.S. Forest Service.

According to the 
DNR, weekly migra-
tory waterfowl counts 
and waterfowl season 
hunter harvest surveys on 
adjacent Big Rice Lake, 

conducted over the past 
five years, suggest the 
refuge was successful 
at providing an undis-
turbed feeding and resting 
location for migratory 
waterfowl.

As a state game 
refuge, Little Rice Lake 
is closed to hunting and 
trapping from Sept. 1 
through Nov. 30 each 
year. The refuge, which 
includes the lake and 
forest bog perimeter, is 
about 288 acres.  The 

refuge remains open to 
wild ricing and cranberry 

picking.

LITTLE RICE...Continued from page 8B

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2018 Chevy Camaro ZL1

2007 Pontiac G5

$3,495

#9105 Silver

UNDER THE TREE SPECIALS!

2016 Chevy Silverado
Crew Cab, Z71 LT

$29,995

#7595U Black

2017 Toyota Sienna
XLE

$27,995
Heated Leather

2015 Chrysler Town & Country

$16,495

#321U Blue
Leather, Loaded!

4x4, Heated Seats

Automatic
GAS

SAVER!

#3669U Silver

6.2 LTR V8, Super Charged,
Magnetic Ride, Track Peformance 

Package, Sunroof, Loaded!
NADA RETAIL VALUE

$70,075
$54,995YOU

PAY

2003 Infinity G35

$3,995

#5071U Green
Leather, Sunroof

2003 Subaru Outback 

$3,995

#3932U Green
AWD, Automatic

Season’s Greeting’s from all of us
at Mike Motors!

#2807 Red

SUN
ROOF!

Check out
the NEW

Timberjay
website!

www.timberjay.com
• Read the latest Timberjay stories

• Browse the archives, legal notices, and classifieds
• Find and search obituaries

Subscribers get full access to the weekly e-edition

Visit our website for links to all of these
local advertisers.

Janisch Realty
218-780-6644

janischrealty.com

Lundgren’s Ford
1-888-524-4196
lundgrenford.com

Fortune Bay
Resort Casino

1-800-992-PLAY
fortunebay.com

Mike Motors
1-877-830-4515
elycardeals.com

Aronson
Boat Works

218-753-4190
aronsonboatworks.com

Rocks The
Jewelers

218-741-ROCK
Find Us On Facebook

ROCKS
THE

JEWELERS

Waschke Family
Chevrolet

218-666-5901
waschkechevrolet.com

Sundell Eye
Associates

1-877-741-4411
sundelleye.com

Laurentian
Monument

218-741-3641
laurentianmonument.com

Deal & Pineo
Attorneys
218-741-0475

202 4th Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Advanced Optical
218-741-3000
advoptical.com

North Star
Credit Union
218-666-5940

northstarcreditunion.org

Insula
Restaurant

218-365-4855
insularestaurant.com

North
American

Bear  Center
1-877-365-7879

bear.org

Vermilion
Land Office

218-753-8985
vermilionland.com

ReMax
Lake Country
218-757-3233

thelakecountry.com

BIC Realty
218-666-5352
bicrealty.com

Ely Surplus
218-365-4653
elysurplus.com

Mealey’s Gift
& Sauna Shop
1-800-922-3639
mealeysinely.com

Piragis
Northwoods

Company
1-800-223-6565

piragis.com

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

22  12 24  17 17  620  5
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

12/10     27      1      0.00     
12/11     32     -3      0.00     
12/12     27     -1      0.00     
12/13     29     26     0.00     
12/14     29     20     0.00     
12/15     40     11     0.00     
12/16     44     15     0.00 
Totals       26.03    16”               

12/10     32     12     0.00     
12/11     25      0      0.00     
12/12     30     25     0.00    
12/13     30     21     0.00     
12/14     41     21     0.00     
12/15     45     25     0.00     
12/16     36     16     0.00                                                     
Totals         NA      NA   

12/10     27    12      0.00     
12/11     32     -1      0.00     
12/12     26     -1      0.00     
12/13     29     26     0.00     
12/14     30     27     0.02     0.2”
12/15     40     15     0.00     
12/16     44     19     0.00 
Totals       30.72     21.5” .

12/10     30      6      0.00     
12/11     35      3      0.00     
12/12     28      3      0.00     
12/13     30     28     0.00     
12/14     30     20     0.00     
12/15     43     17     0.00     
12/16     45     16     0.00     
Totals       23.77   22.3”

12/10     29      0      0.00     
12/11     35     -2      0.00     
12/12     27      6      0.00     
12/13     29     26     0.00     
12/14     29     17     0.00     
12/15     41     13     0.00     
12/16     46     31     0.00 
Totals       28.25     13.0”   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

22   7

Here’s to a Happy, Healthy
Holiday Season and New Year!
w w w . S c e n i c R i v e r s H e a l t h . o r g

Cook  •  Tower  •  Floodwood  •  Bigfork  •  Big Falls  •  Northome



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
Court File 

No. 69VI-PR-18-176

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
A D J U D I C A T I O N 
OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF 
HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF: Denise 
Johanna Metsa, aka Denise 
J. Metsa, aka Denise Metsa
Decedent
It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on Jan. 16, 2019, 
at 9:30 A.M., a hearing will 

be held in this Court at 300 
5th Ave. South, Virginia, 
Minnesota, for the adjuca-
tion of intestacy and deter-
mination of heirship of 
the Decedent, and for the 
appointment of Racquel 
M. Horn, whose address is 
412 1st Street South, Suite 
1, Virginia, MN 55792 as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in 
an UNSUPERVISED admin-
istration.
Any objections to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper, and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the 
Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power 
to administer the Estate, 
including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and 
expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do 
all necessary acts for the 

Estate.
Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all cred-
itors having claims against 
the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the 
date of this Noice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: December 6, 2018
BY THE COURT
Michelle M. Anderson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator

Debra Thorstensen, as 
Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
SIpila Law Office LLC 
412 1st Street S, Suite 1
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 
024501X
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
Dec. 21 & 28, 2018

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
SIXTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
Court File 

No. 69VI-PR-18-195

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR DESCENT OF 
PROPERTY
ESTATE OF: Geraldine 
Elizabeth Petterson
aka Geraldine E. Petterson, 
aka Geraldine Norton 
Petterson
Decedent
A Petition for Determination 
of Descent has been filed 
with this Court. The Petition 
represents that the Decedent 
died more than three years 
ago, leaving property in 
Minnesota and requests the 
probate of Decedent’s last 
Will (if any), and the descent 
of such property be deter-
mined and assigned by this 

Court to the persons entitled 
to the property.

Any objections to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper, and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the 
Petition may be granted.

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that the Petition will be 
heard on Jan. 16, 2019, at 
9:30 A.M., by this Court at 
300 5th Ave. South, Virginia, 
Minnesota, 55792.
Notice shall be given to all 
interested persons (MINN. 
STAT. 524.1-401) and 
persons who have filed a 
demand for notice pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes sec-
tion 524.3-204.
Notice shall be given by pub-
lishing this Notice and Order 
as provided by law and by 
mailing a copy of this Notice 

and Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing date.

Dated: December 12, 2018
BY THE COURT
Michelle M. Anderson
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Debra Thorstensen, as 
Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
SIpila Law Office LLC 
412 1st Street S, Suite 1
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 
024501X
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
Dec. 21 & 28, 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Bailiff- Court Security
(Hibbing & Virginia)
Apply by 1/2/19

Residential Appraiser I-
Range

Apply by 1/9/19

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  12/21

LOCAL AUTHORS

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/employment
Or email 

kfitton@vermilioncountry.org
218-753-1246  

www.vermilioncountry.org
1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)
Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant ($1,500 sign-on bonus)
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Casual RN or LPN
Hospital
2 PT Registered Nurse ($4,000 sign-on bonus)

Activities
PT Activities Assistant
Dietary
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Rehabilitation
FT Occupational Therapist
Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
Casual Housekeeper & Laundry Aide

FIELD TOWNSHIP
FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the 
Field Town Clerk at 9998 East Lind Rd., 
Angora from Tuesday, January 1, 2019, 
through Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
for the offices of:
    
 1 Supervisor - 3-year term
     1 Treasurer - 2-year term
 Filing Fee $2.00.

Please call the clerk to make an appointment 
to file your application, 218-666-2487.

The clerk’s office will be also be open Jan. 15 
from 1-5 p.m. 

Pat Chapman, Clerk, Field Township

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 14 & 21, 2018

Vermilion Lake Township 
Notice of Filings

Filings for the following offices will open on 
Saturday, January 1, 2019 and close on
Saturday, January 15, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.

Supervisor . . . . 3-year term
Treasurer . . . . 2-year term 

Clerk . . . . 1-year term
Filing fee:  $2.00

Candidates: File Affidavit of Candidacy 
at the CLERK’S OFFICE – 

BY appointment only . Call 218-780-7717 
to make arrangements.

Steve Peterson, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 14 & 21, 2018

POSITION OPENING-ISD No. 696

ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Substitute Custodian

Ely Public Schools is taking applications for 
an as-needed substitute custodian for the 
2018-2019 school year: $14.24/hr.; back-
ground check required. Applications available 
at www.ely.k12.mn.us or in the General office, 
2nd floor of the Memorial Building; return 
application to: ISD 696, Attn: Superintendent, 
600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731.    12/28

FIELD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF MEETING

The January regular board meeting of the 
Field Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, at the clerk’s 
residence, 9998 East Lind Rd., Angora.

Pat Chapman, Town Clerk 

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 21, 2018

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILINGS

Filings for the following offices open on 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, and close on 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, at 5 p.m. 

1 Supervisor: 3-year term
1 Treasurer: 2-year term

Filing fee is $2.
File the Affidavit of Candidacy at Clerk’s 
Office. Please call 218-757-3205 or 218-355-
0163 (cell) for the clerk’s office hours.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 21 & 28, 2018

REGIONAL- 
If you’re a student 
of climate science, 
“Climate Change, 
Musings and Studies 
from Superior’s 
North Shore,” by 
Katya Gordon, may 
not be the text for 
you.  However, it is 
an immensely read-
able collection of 
thoughts and obser-
vations about climate 
and  i t s  impac t 
gleaned from 26 years of living in 
the region.  

The book consists of selected 
climate-related columns written by 
Gordon between 2014 and 2018 
for The Lake County Chronicle, a 
Two Harbors newspaper.  In those 

columns, she does lecture.  
Nor does she not talk down 
to people who are con-
vinced that climate change 
is a hoax.   She explains 
in simple terms the differ-
ence between weather and 
climate, and provides data 
related to temperatures, 
rainfall, storm events, 
and changing flora and 
fauna over enough years 
to remind us all of changes 
we can relate to.  

She explains Carbon 
Fee and Dividend, which is gaining 
support nationally, as a way to 
encourage the marketplace to tackle 
carbon pollution.  Her discussion of 
Cap and Trade helps clarify how 
it differs from Carbon Fee and 
Dividend and does not offer the 

solutions to the carbon issue that 
it claims to.  

The strength of the book is not 
in the scientific data or explanation 
of solutions being considered or 
tried, it is in the approachable way 
she brings out each topic.  Each 
chapter, consisting of a number of 
columns, contains gems that lead 
to the kind of discussions one may 
have in everyday life.  

And she offers hope in her 
observations on what city councils 
can do, what students are learning 
and talking about, and what each 
individual can do.  She offers 
hope in her observation that the 
skills we use to reduce poverty or 
address solutions to our crumbling 
infrastructure are the same skills 
we need to reduce the impact of 
climate change.   

Three-year canoe 
journey to Alaska

NOME, AK - In January 
1978, the local paper here was 
ready to print the obituary 
of Minnesota native, Jerry 
Pushcar. It never did after a 
bush pilot spotted him on a 
ridge overlooking the Bering 
Sea. Now the Biwabik native is 

telling his story of how he went from small town Iron 
Ranger to nationally-recognized adventurer.

Pushcar’s new book, Water Beneath My Feet, details 
his three-year journey canoeing and hiking from New 
Orleans to Nome between 1975 and 1978. 

At 25, with $15,000 to his name and a stable life, 
then 25-year old Pushcar adopted a dog and said goodbye 
to loved ones and headed south with no other plan than 
to put his canoe in the river somewhere near the Gulf of 
Mexico and head back north.

The book is available at local booksellers, including 
Piragis Northwoods in Ely.

Thoughts and observations on climate change from the North Shore



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT-
for rent in Orr. Call Dennis at 
Bayview Apartments, 218-780-
0200. tfn

 STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

SNOW 
REMOVAL

VERMILION SNOW 
MANAGEMENT- Serving the 
entire Lake Vermilion area. 
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks. 
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online 
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.
 
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037.

CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS- 
“Credit problems? No problem!” 
No way. A poor credit history 
takes time to repair, no mat-
ter what anybody claims. The 
Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can remove 
accurate or timely information 
from your credit report. Learn 
more about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A 
message from The Timberjay 
and the FTC. 

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/16/2018 North

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must 
ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be 
added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG 18M1531 
Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet

55586TJH | $199.91* separately

Combo Price $4999

      

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

Call 1-855-351-5658 and ask for 55586TJH 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/love17

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you! 
(844) 347-2104

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a 

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Call 1-866-930-2098 to order item 494X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/N19497
* Only $19.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping and handling to 

48 contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply.     IC:  H9VH-N291

Navel
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited 
time offer!

Awesome Oranges!
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The Timberjay now makes 
See us at our Tower office for 

competitvely-priced color copying

YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Let these experts help 
with your next project

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Closed Sat., December 22 through 
Wed., December 26

Reopen on Thurs., December 27

Wishing all our customers a

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

Advertise 
Here

One Low Price  
Three editions

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

-

Kabetogama-$179,000 192 ft of shoreline and .74 acres. 
Has driveway, electric and RV pad. MLS#134877
Pelican Lake-$159,000  269 ft of shoreline and 3.58 acres 
on Pelican Lake. Dock and great views! MLS#134916
Elbow Lake-$175,000  6.57 wooded acres and 610 ft of 
shoreline. MLS#135049
Vermilion River-$49,900 14.91 acres with 300 ft of 
shoreline on the Vermilion River. MLS#135232
Ericsburg-$44,500  7 wooded acres on the Rat Root River.                                                                                        
MLS#135788
Vermilion River, Buyck-$50,000  13.04 acres on the river 
with 250 ft of shoreline. MLS#134665
 
 
Week of the 24th-
Crane Lake-$99,500  2.1 Acres and 220ft of shoreline. 
Boat access.MLS#133846
Sand Point Lake-$145,000  139ft of shoreline & great lake 
views!

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#132690 - LAKE VERMILION Warm southeast views on 
large lot. 209 ft lksh and 3.2 acres. Access via a private 
easement road. Great opportunity to build your dream 
home on one of MN’s most desirable inland waters! 
Price Reduced $195,000
#134837 - LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 2 BA home located 
on the west end of the lake w/ 125 ft lksh. Parking space 
w/ hook ups for your RV, onshore boathouse (with rail 
system), lift out dock, and 2-stall garage. $408,000
#136066 - LAKE VERMILION Frazer Bay 2.75 acre lot 
w/ 220 ft lksh. Driveway to proposed building site, drilled 
well, electricity, outhouse/storage bldg, dock and survey. 
$385,000

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

St. Louis County is seeking 
contractors for the removal 
of personal property and 

MSW of tax-forfeited 
property throughout 

St. Louis County. 

If interested please call 
the Land & Minerals 

Department at 
218-726-2606

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

We Wish You

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net


