
 Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

NEW BOOK TITLES DAILY AT PIRAGIS
Where Good Books Find You!

218-365-6745       Open Daily 6 am to 8 pm       piragis.com

VOLUNTEERISM

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

TOWER

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

IMBERJAY
the T

$100        VOL. 29,  ISSUE 40  October 12, 2018

Inside:
Nat’l Newspaper Week...See /4
Ouch!... See /1B
Canoe Challenge...See /4B

ELECTION 2018

See...CAROL pg. 11 See...TOWER pg. 10

ELY – Local resident Carol 
Orban is an unsung hero— and 
she now has the plaque to prove 
it. Orban, a 
l o n g t i m e 
community 
activist here, 
was one of 
four recip-
ients  this 
year of the 
Minnesota 
Council of 
Nonprofits’ 
V i r g i n i a 
McKnight 
B i n g e r 
Unsung Hero Award.

The four recipients were 
honored for their community 
work last week at a luncheon 
in Minneapolis. Winners of the 
award receive $10,000 and are 
recognized again at the MCN’s 
2018 annual conference, to be 
held Nov. 14 in St. Paul.

“What a kick!” said Orban 
when she learned of the honor. 
“I’ve received a pretty darn 
wonderful award.”

Orban’s friend Linda 
Ganister, of Ely, helped shep-
herd the nomination process, 
recruiting several friends who 
wrote what they know about 
Orban’s volunteer and orga-
nizing activities in Ely over the 
past 40 years. Three people also 
conducted phone interviews as 
part of the nomination process.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
McKnight Foundation’s short 
biography of Orban, she has 
been a sustaining force in the 
community since arriving 
in Ely in the 1970s. For 23 

Unsung 
hero
Ely resident 
honored by 
nonprofit 
council

Carol Orban

Bids OK’d 
for work 
on cultural 
center

TOWER— On Tuesday, a short-hand-
ed city council, minus Mayor Josh Carlson 
and Councilor Brad Matich, approved 
bids for renovations to the Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center building on the city’s 
Main Street. The city is handling the 
bidding for the project since the funding 
is coming through the IRRRB.

Earlier this year, the council had 
rejected bids that had come in well above 
the available funds for the project. But the 
cultural center board revised the project 
to lower the cost and the latest round of 
bidding came in mostly as expected. 

The council approved the low bid, 
from TNT Aggregate, of Grand Rapids, 
totaling $273,466, or just over the 
$268,000 in funding that the IRRRB made 
available for the project. That included a 
base bid and two project add-ons, which 
will provide needed fixes to the building’s 
foundation and rough framing for other 
portions of the facility. The bid approval 
should provide a much-needed boost to 
the project, which has languished for 
the past two years after problems were 
detected in the structure of the historic 
church building that was moved to Main 
Street in 2015. The building is to be the 

IRRRB providing 
$268,000 for project

HALFWAY RANGER STATION

COOK— Congressman Keith Ellison 
said he wants to be “the people’s lawyer” 
during a campaign stop at The Crescent 
Bar here last Wednesday night. Ellison, 
who is giving up his seat in Congress to 
run for Minnesota Attorney General, spoke 
to a crowd of about 40 people to push 
forward his plan for economic equality 
in Minnesota.

“Some of them (corporations) are just 

lying, crooking and cheating,” said Ellison. 
“We’ll pull them into court.”

At the top of Ellison’s list: pharma-
ceutical companies, student debt servicers, 
and employers who won’t pay a fair and 
equitable wage to all employees. On day 
one, he said, his first task will be to rein 

in drug prices in the state and fight back 
against 2003 federal legislation that barred 
government officials from regulating drug 
prices.

Part of the fight against drug compa-

Rep. Keith Ellison campaigns in Cook
Pushes support for economic equality
Congressman Keith Ellison, who is running for Minnesota Attorney 
General this fall, made a stop in Cook last week. photo by M. White

ELY – Young adults with the 
AmeriCorps Historic Preservation project 
spent the last week near Ely learning “old 
school” log construction techniques. They 
put their hands-on lessons to work building 
a hewn log structure, complete with dove-
tail joinery, at the Halfway Ranger Station 
Historic District.

Nine members of the Northern Bedrock 
Historic Preservation Corps, based in 
Duluth, spent the week at the historic site, 

located off Highway 1 near the Kawishiwi 
River. Rainy conditions, cold temperatures, 
even an overnight snowfall, forced the crew 

See...ELLISON pg. 11

Log Lessons
AmeriCorps project highlights 
hewn log structure construction
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See...LOGS pg. 12

AmeriCorps student Ian Hanson, 
above,  shapes a red pine log with 
a hand axe last week at the Halfway 
Ranger Station historic site near 
Ely. He was part of  a week-long 
project that included learning hewn 
log building techniques.
 photo by K. Vandervort
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BIRDINGEly-Bloomenson Community Hospital 
offering free flu shots in our area

REGIONAL- To fight the flu, Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital will be giving free flu shots to 
the public on:

Tuesday, Oct. 16 from 8 to 11 a.m. at Babbitt 
City Hall,

Tuesday, Oct. 16 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Tower 
Civic Center,

Wednesday, Oct. 24 from 2 to 6 p.m. at Ely-
Bloomenson Community Hospital,

Thursday, Nov. 1 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Ely-
Bloomenson Community Hospital.

Flu shots will be available in Ely during parent/
teacher conferences, Tuesday, Nov. 13 from 3:30 
to 7 p.m. at Washington Elementary and Thursday, 
Nov. 15 from 3:30 to 7 p.m. at Ely Memorial High 
School.

Roadrunners Special Olympics host 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, Nov. 4

MT. IRON- The Roadrunners Special Olympics 
team will be hosting a pancake breakfast fundrais-
er on Sunday, Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Senior Citizens Center, 8876 Main St. in downtown 
Mt. Iron.

Pancakes, sausage, fruit, coffee and juice will be 
served. Cost is $8 for adults, $5 for ages 5 to 12, and 
kids under 5 are free. Money raised will help fund 
state bowling and flag football competitions. 

Indigenous Perspective on Land, 
Prayer and Community, Oct. 14, at 
Mesabi Unitarian

VIRGINIA- LeAnn Littlewolf (Anishinabe/
Leech Lake Nation of Ojibwe) will reflect on the 
relationships we hold and how this can connect 
us with our spiritual center in her presentation, 
“Relationship is the Root of Everything: Indigenous 
Perspective on Land, Prayer and Community.” 
Littlewolf will explain the relationship between 
land, prayer and ceremony from an indigenous per-
spective. Please bring a rock with you as we explore 
relationships. This event will be Sunday, Oct. 14 at 
10:30 a.m. at Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church, 
230 7th St. S in Virginia. 

Greenwood Pizza Party on Oct. 20
GREENWOOD TWP- The Greenwood 

Community Recreation Board is hosting their annual 
all-you-can-eat pizza dinner and silent auction on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 from 4 – 7 p.m. at the Vermilion 
Club. Come and support ongoing maintenance and 
improvements to the Greenwood Recreation Center. 
Everyone is welcome. Freewill donation for the 
pizza. Over 30 items for the auction. Get a head start 
on your holiday shopping. To donate auction items 
or if you have any questions, call Jarri Ankrum at 
218-750-7236.

Paul McDonald at Northern 
Progressives meeting on Oct. 16

COOK- Candidate for St. Louis County 
Commissioner, Paul McDonald, will be at the 
Crescent Bar and Grill on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at 6:30 
p.m.

Come meet Paul and learn why he is running for 
St. Louis County Commissioner.  This civic event 
is sponsored by Northern Progressives and is part of 
the “Why I’m Running” series, bringing constituents 
and candidates together.

REGIONAL- In the true spirit 
of grassroots movements, Lake 
Country Power will once again rec-
ognize a non-profit organization that 
has made outstanding contributions 
to the local community through 
a special effort of volunteers and 
unique efforts. 

 Lake Country Power is seeking 
applications for the Touchstone 
Energy Community Award. Any 
non-profit organization that has 

helped make northern Minnesota a 
better place to live and work through 
its community service is eligible for 
the $500 cash award. 

 Community members may 
nominate an organization by com-
pleting an application form, avail-
able at Lake Country Power or 
online at www.lakecountrypower.
coop. Questions may be directed to 
Tami Zaun at 1-800-421-9959. The 
application will require a description 

of the community service project, 
program or event and the positive 
impact it brought to the community. 
Applications should be returned no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 1 to Tami Zaun in Grand 
Rapids.   

 The award recipient will 
contend for the statewide Touchstone 
Energy Community Award, which 
has a cash prize of $1,000. 

Lake Country Power seeks applications for Community Award

ELY- The Big Sit is a bird 
count conducted each year at the 
beginning of October.  This year the 
Ely Field Naturalists will be at their 
Boreal Birdometers Count Station 
on Sunday, Oct. 14 from sunrise to 
sunset and maybe even a little earlier 
for some owl calling.  

The Ely location each year is at 
the public water access just east of 
Grand Ely Lodge on the south shore 
of Shagawa Lake in Ely.  Everyone 
is welcome to come for a little while 
or all day.  The group hopes to hit a 
good point in the fall migration and 
to see birds on the lake, in the air, 
and around the wooded edges of the 
public access.

Ely Field Naturalists will come 

and go during the day and not only 
conduct the bird count but also 
discuss upcoming fall and winter 
bird-feeding strategies, demonstrate 
feeders, share Christmas Bird Count 
and other scheduled bird count 
activities, discuss 2018 loon obser-
vations, and explore any other nature 
interests. 

The group will start sprinkling 
some bird seed on the ground to see 
if they can draw in some hungry birds 
as count day approaches.  Maybe 
someone will even bring a road 
kill animal to attract other types of 
birds. Last year an eagle came and 
snatched a dead snowshoe hare that 
was put out.

What is a Big Sit?
Every year, bird watchers from 

around the globe unite on this special 
day by participating in this free event, 
open to any person and club in any 
country.

The Big Sit is like a Big Day or 
a bird-a-thon in that the object is to 
tally as many bird species as can be 
seen or heard within 24 hours. The 
difference lies in the area limitation 
from which you may observe.

Some people have called it a 
“tailgate party for birders.” Find a 
good spot for bird-watching, then 
create a real or imaginary circle 17 
feet in diameter and count all the bird 
species you see or hear. 

Area naturalists holding a "Big Sit" 
at Shagawa Lake on Sunday

Come learn about bird-watching and bird identification

OCTOBER 19TH & 20TH

B I WA B I K ,  M I N N E S O TA

6329 WYNNE CREEK DRIVE, BIWABIK, MINNESOTA 55708
GIANTSRIDGE.COM | @GIANTSRIDGE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20TH 

COSTUME CONTEST: WEAR PINK  TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR BREAST 

CANCER AWARENESS MONTH! $10 SUGGESTED DONATION, WITH PROCEEDS 

GOING TO LOCAL BREAST CARE CENTERS. 

9 A.M.  FALL FEST FUN RUN/WALK REGISTRATION 
 $10 suggested donation, with proceeds going to local Breast Care Centers 

9 A.M. - 1 P.M.  SKI SWAP (EQUIPMENT PICK-UP 1-3 P.M.) 
9 A.M. - 3 P.M. SEASON PASS SALE 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M.  FOOD CONCESSIONS 

10 A.M. FALL FEST 5K FUN RUN/WALK
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  CLIMBING WALL +  
  MTN BIKING + SCENIC CHARILIFT RIDES 
11 A.M. - 1 P.M.  SNOW SPORTS ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
 KIDS’ ACTIVITIES:  FACE PAINTING, + MINI PUMPKIN     
 DECORATING + SCAVENGER HUNT + SPECIAL LESSON DEALS 

11 A.M. - 3 P.M. HAYRIDES (FREE)
12 P.M.  FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF GILBERT  
  GOLF SCRAMBLE (LEGEND - $50PP)
 RAIL JAM $10 suggested donation

4 - 9 P.M. WILD GAME SPECIAL DINNER MENU  
  BURNT ONION KITCHEN & BREWS 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19TH

9 A.M. - 8 P.M.   SEASON PASS SALE + SKI SWAP 

10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  CLIMBING WALL +  
  MTN BIKING + SCENIC CHARILIFT RIDES  

9 A.M. - 5 P.M.   FOOD CONCESSIONS
11 A.M. - 1 P.M.  SNOW SPORTS ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
 KIDS’ ACTIVITIES:  FACE PAINTING, + MINI PUMPKIN     
 DECORATING + SCAVENGER HUNT + SPECIAL LESSON DEALS 

5-8 P.M.  OUTDOOR BBQ 

6-8 P.M.  HARD CIDER TASTING +  
  OUTDOOR CONCERT FEAT. MATT AAKRE 
 

FAMILY FUN, LIVE MUSIC, HARD CIDER 
TASTING, 5K FUN RUN, GOLF SCRAMBLE, 

SEASON PASS SALE, SKI SWAP  
AND MORE FALL FESTIVITIES!

 
LEARN MORE: GIANTSRIDGE.COM

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for
1 and 2 bedroom apartments in

Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

Two hospitalized after 
boat crash

CRANE LAKE— Three people 
were taken to the hospital late 
Saturday night after a spotlight 
malfunction led to a crash.

Responders from Orr, Crane 
Lake and Hibbing responded after 
a 24-foot houseboat went aground 
on Indian Island. The boat’s pilot 
tried to slow the boat following the 
failure of the spotlight but hit the 
island in the process.

Sherri Blazevic, 60, of Grasston 
was airlifted to Duluth with “signifi-

cant facial lacerations” with another 
unidentified male being transported 
to Cook Hospital with minor injuries. 

The crash is still under investi-
gation, but alcohol is not suspected 
as a factor.

Alcohol, speed suspected 
in weekend fatality

COOK— A 23-year old man 
is dead following a weekend crash 
near Cook.

Cedric Schuster, of Gheen, was 
declared deceased at the scene, after 
his vehicle apparently veered into the 

ditch along Buboltz Road and struck 
a tree head-on. According to the St. 
Louis County Sheriff’s Department, 
the vehicle had left the road after 
Schuster, who was west-bound at 
the time, failed to negotiate a turn at 
high speed, and Schuster had been 
trapped as a result.

Responding deputies noted the 
crash had likely happened hours 
before it was discovered.

The cause of the crash is still 
under investigation, but alcohol and 
speed are considered “significant 
contributing factors.”

Briefs
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Groups appeal DNR decision on new EIS for PolyMet

T-S Elementary awarded $109,000 state safety grant

REGIONAL— A coali-
tion of environmental groups 
is appealing a decision by the 
state’s Department of Natural 
Resources to reject calls for a 
supplemental environmental 
impact statement on PolyMet 
Mining’s proposed copper-nick-
el mine near Hoyt Lakes. 

The Friends of the Boundary 
Waters has now joined Water 
Legacy and the Minnesota Center 
for Environmental Advocacy in 
asking the state Court of Appeals 
to take a second look at the 
DNR’s decision. Environmental 
groups have argued since the 
spring that a supplemental EIS 
is needed after the company’s 
updated 43-101 technical report 
said the company is looking at a 
significantly larger mining oper-
ation than the DNR and other 
agencies examined during the 
mine’s original environmental 
review process. 

All sides agree that any 

proposal for a larger mining 
operation would require addi-
tional environmental review, 
but environmentalists say that 
review should be done before the 
DNR issues PolyMet a permit for 
the original mine plan of 32,000 
tons-per-day. They believe if the 
DNR approves the current mine 
plan, and PolyMet begins opera-
tions and hires mine workers, the 
agency would have little choice 
but to approve any expansion 
proposal—regardless of the 
environmental impacts— or face 
blame and potential political 
fallout for mining layoffs. 

Environmentalists contend 
that PolyMet has no intention 
of operating a 32,000 tpd 
operation, at least not for long. 
“The NorthMet mine project as 
proposed in the permit to mine 
application is clearly uneconom-
ic, and will never be built in its 
current form,” wrote MCEA 
attorney Kevin Lee earlier this 
year in comments to the DNR. 

PolyMet suggested a 
massive increase in the scale 

of its mining after its updated 
technical report pointed to 
much lower financial returns 
than the company had originally 
projected under the 32,000 tpd 
mine plan. The report, issued last 
March, showed an internal rate of 
return of just 9.6 percent under 
the current mine plan, well below 
the 30-percent return projected in 
the company’s initial technical 
report published in 2006 and 
updated in 2008. 

The report also indicated 
that the company was exploring 
increasing the rate of mining, 
from the 32,000 tpd that was 
the subject of environmental 
review, to a 59,000 tpd option 
and a 118,000 tpd alternative. 
A higher rate of mining could 
enhance profitability of the 
operation, boosting the internal 
rate of return to 18 percent in the 
case of the 59,000 tpd scenario, 
and to 24 percent for the 118,000 
tpd option.

Such an increase would 
lead to significantly greater 
environmental impacts, and 

environmental groups say those 
effects should be studied before 
PolyMet receives any permit to 
mine. “The updated technical 
report is a staggering conces-
sion,” states Lee. “What it makes 
clear is that if Minnesota ever 
sees a NorthMet project, it will be 
as a mega-mine processing four 
times as much rock as proposed 
today, and generating four times 
the waste, creating a tailings 
basin four times the size.”

In rejecting the environmen-
talists’ position, however, DNR 
officials argue that the change in 
PolyMet’s financial picture does 
not constitute the kind of “new 
information” that would require 
the completion of a supplemental 
EIS. Finally, the DNR argues 
that it has not yet received an 
expansion proposal that it could 
actually study. 
Project status

The latest appeal comes as 
the DNR continues to wait for 
a financial review and update 
by its project consultants, who 

are expected to weigh in on 
PolyMet’s economic viability 
prior to a final permitting deci-
sion. At issue is whether ade-
quate funding will be available to 
cover the costs for clean-up and 
a long-term closure monitoring 
and maintenance plan that will 
need to be viable for centuries. 
DNR consultants have previ-
ously expressed doubts about 
whether PolyMet will be able to 
obtain the surety bonds or irrevo-
cable letters of credit that they’ll 
need to begin mine construction, 
at least without backing by a 
much larger company, such as 
Glencore, its current financial 
backer. Glencore, however, 
remains under a federal inves-
tigation for violations of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
and U.S. laws prohibiting money 
laundering stemming from its 
acquisitions of mining proper-
ties in Nigeria, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), 
and Venezuela. 

See APPEAL...pg. 5

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL - The Tower-
Soudan School was the only 
school in ISD 2142 awarded a 
piece of Gov. Mark Dayton’s $25 
million safety grant program this 
month. At Tuesday evening’s 
meeting of the St. Louis County 
School Board, Superintendent 
Reggie Engebritson announced 
the $109,200 award.

She said the breakdown of 
the funding is as follows:

$12,499 for public address 
system upgrades.

$48,360 for communica-

tion access control, including 
adding strobes to interior and 
exterior areas where alarms may 
not be heard because of noise.

 $19,169 for impact resis-
tant glazing on entry doors and 
doors in administrative areas of 
the school. The district specifi-
cally said the glazing should be 
able to withstand 30 minutes of 
attempted entry.

$16,000 on bullet proof 
glass at the school’s main 
entrance.

 $13,000 on improved 
wireless communication for 
emergency responders in 
schools. Currently the school 

has dead zones where personnel 
cannot communicate.

According to the Department 
of Education, 1,166 viable appli-
cations were received from 
across the state with only 137 
school outside the metro receiv-
ing any money from the program.

The district will have until 
the end of the school year to 
spend the money or else the 
money will be given back to the 
state to redistribute to wait-listed 
schools. 

Engebritson did not say 
when the district would bring 
bids to the board but said they 
would be actively working on it 

in the coming weeks.
The Ely School District’s 

Industrial Arts Building proposal 
received $495,000, and was 
the only other school building 
in the region to receive safety 
grant funds.
Other business 

  Engebritson informed 
the board that another full-time 
teacher would need to be hired at 
South Ridge after the fifth grade 
reached 55 students.

 Open enrollment at the 
Cherry School will be closed for 
the remainder of the year.

 An update on the Northeast 

Range roofing project revealed 
extensive weather delays and 
leaks in the already-completed 
sections. Engebritson said the 
contractor has been working 
with the district to address the 
problem once drier weather 
prevails.

 District staff will attend a 
joint meeting with the Virginia, 
Eveleth-Gilbert and Mt. Iron- 
Buhl districts to discuss plans 
by Virginia and Eveleth to build 
an “academy school” in the 
area, modeled after a vocation-
al program in the Alexandria 
School District. 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

TREAT Yourself
to a NEW LOOK...

Up to 50% OFF
MFG. List Price
on Cabinetry!

Many Kitchen Cabinet Displays Set Up In The Store!
Also, many door samples! Over 900 combinations of

door styles and stains to choose from!

Our unique computer 
system allows you to 

see how your
kitchen will look
before you buy!

FREE Upgrades on Many Brands of Cabinets

Sinks • Hardware • Tile
Counter Tops • Vanities
 Carpet • Vinyl • More!

Does your kitchen need An Upgrde?

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
8 AM-5:30 PM

Thurs. 8 AM-6:30 PM
Sat. 9 AM-3 PM

2004 SILVERADO 2500
CREW

2015 FIESTA SE

2012 FLEX SE

2008 ACADIA SLT 4X4

2009 AURA XR V6

2005 F250 LARIAT
CREW

#22051M

#7332

#7292A

#22301A

#22152D

#22653B

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

$9,994

$8,900

$5,999

$7,900

$6,900

$5,900

$5,900 & UNDER SALE!!

$900 & UNDER . . . & THEY RUN!
1997 Intrepid #22856C...............................................$799
2007 Torrent #22265B................................................$900
1997 Expedition #7261B............................................$599

2012 Malibu LS #22716B ........................................$4,900
2007 Impala #7317A................................................$4,900
2003 Trailblazer #9274C .........................................$3,000
2002 Bonneville #22989A .......................................$2,900
2005 Grand Cherokee #22244B.............................$2,900

2014 Silverado 2500 Crew #22353B ......................$9,992
2009 Traverse 2LT #7254C .....................................$9,900
2008 F150 XLT Crew #11052A................................$9,486
2010 Implala LTZ #22580B .....................................$6,900

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY ANDY LUBOVICH MITCH SETTERMAN

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616
LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY MITCH SETTERMAN JUSTIN BJORK RANDY ROY

$9,900 & UNDER SALE!!



As I’m puzzling 
about where to put 
my writing atten-
tion, my mind is 
buzzing with ques-
tions. These days, 
no matter how many 
answers I have, 
there are always 
more questions. My 
biggest question 
this morning is, 
“Why don’t people 
get it?” That “it” is a 
cavernous category. 

There are so many 
basic concepts that 
seem pretty darn 
simple to me, and 
they all really come 
down to one: “We 
all do better when 
we all do better,” 
an aphorism coined 
by Senator Paul 
Wellstone in a 1999 
speech to the Sheet 
Meta l  Workers 
Union. This is the 
idea that underlies 

unions: we stick together, we 
support each other, we’re stron-
ger, and we can make positive 
changes. 

Paul talked about the appall-
ing attempts of Congress, with 
Republican majorities in the 
House and the Senate, to under-
mine prevailing protections 
with double-speak titles: efforts 
to weaken OSHA called the 
Safe Act, allowing companies 
to hire their own consultants 
and exempt themselves from 
government sanctions and pen-

alties. Or efforts to overturn the 
forty-hour work week called the 
Family Friendly Workplace Act. 
Efforts to go back to company 
unions called the Team Act. Paul 
Wellstone fought all these efforts 
and would be appalled to see 
what is going on today.

We all do better if free, 
quality education is available for 
everyone. Without the quality 
education I received in public 
schools and two state universi-
ties, I would neither know that 
“aphorism” means “a short pithy 

instructive statement”, nor how 
to spell it. I also wouldn’t know 
the correct usage of neither/nor. 
The Earth would not rock off 
its axis if you and I didn’t have 
that knowledge, but our society 
and our world are impacted very 
heavily by an educated citizenry 
who value lifelong living; under-
stand how to ask good questions 
and work on solutions; who can 
do work that is satisfying and 
sustaining; who know how to 

I am very disturbed to read 
about the negative comments 
made regarding Jimmy and 
Africa Yoon and by extension 
the Korean community they 
seek to serve with their plans 
to renovate the Ely Community 
Center. I do not speak to the 
business aspect of this proposal. 
It is the responsibility of the Ely 
City Council and its advisors to 
make sound fiscal decisions that 
best serve their constituents.

Rather I speak to com-
ments such as, “I don’t want 
any Koreans around. They will 
bring diseases. Think about 
it.” Tell that to the Polynesian 
inhabitants of the Hawaiian 
Islands who lived there in good 
health for centuries until the 
Europeans arrived and killed 
thousands of Hawaiians with 
the infectious diseases they 
introduced: measles, chicken 
pox, and tuberculosis.

Or comments such as, “I’ve 
seen these slow incursions 
snowball into something that 
gets way out of hand…When 
certain groups get their foot in 
the door that is just the beginning 
of what is to come…” Tell that 
to the First Americans who lived 
on this continent for thousands 
of years until the European set-
tlers nearly decimated an entire 
culture through brute force, 
deceit, swindle, and government 
action.

(Above quotes from the 
Sept. 28 edition of The Ely 
Timberjay.)

I began to read the letter, 
“Let the Ely Community Center 
fulfill its purpose” (in the same 
edition of The Timberjay), with 
enthusiasm. I believed that here 
is someone who really under-
stands the immigrants’ story. 
When I arrived to the concluding 
statements of the letter, however, 
I discovered that understanding 
only applies to white, northern 
Europeans. 

We are a nation of immi-
grants: from the First Americans 
who arrived thousands of years 
ago, to our grandparents and 
great-grandparents who arrived 
in the late 19th/early 20 centu-
ries, or to our neighbors who 

arrived recently. We need to 
respect everyone and share what 
we have to improve the lives of 
all human beings.

John P. Krebsbach
Ely and Maplewood

While sitting through many 
storms under tarp and tent on 
Crooked Lake north of Ely 
recently, I had the chance for 
a good deal of reflection on the 
future of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area.  There are plenty 
of reasons to be concerned. On 
my late September trip, the water 
temperature was so high that 
some of the smaller fish looked 
unhealthy.  While other factors 
certainly may be at work here, 
warmer water is just one of the 
many threats to the future of 
this outstanding global treasure.

 One can take encour-
agement from groups like the 
“Friends,” Save the Boundary 
Waters, and now, more recently 
and maybe more important-
ly, Kids for the Boundary 
Waters.  Without future gen-
erations, combined with all 
the other known pressures on 
the wilderness, the BW could 
vanish in a very short time.  And 
if those of us who advocate 
for wilderness protection fail 
to acknowledge the economic 
realities at work in the lives 
of the residents of Northeast 
Minnesota, progress will con-
tinue to be compromised.

 I’m a retired professional 
financial manager and econo-
mist, and I have to acknowledge 
the need for a robust economy 
in Northeast Minnesota.  Every 
year, there are fewer kids in the 
towns closest to the Boundary 
Waters, for the simple reason 
that there is a lack of gainful 
employment.

 I call on the above advo-
cacy groups and others to 
consider three things.  One is to 
broaden their mission statements 
to include an acknowledge-
ment of the essential economic 
facts-of-life.  Secondly, they 
should include representatives 
of resource development inter-

ests on boards of directors and 
advisory councils.  Finally, 
there must be more frequent and 
respectful eyeball-to-eyeball 
exchanges between the various 
advocacy groups on all sides of 
the issue. Our kids are depend-
ing on us.

Jim Marshall
Lafayette, Colo.

The Timberjay’s useful 
report on the Duluth News 
T r i b u n e  d e b a t e  a m o n g 
Radinovich, Sandman and 
Stauber revealed some mis-
conceptions about health care 
reform. 

Mr. Stauber says “The 
Medicare-for-all scheme is a $33 
trillion full-throttle government 
takeover of health-care.” 

Does Mr. Stauber advocate 
abolishing Medicare? It certain-
ly sounds so; after all, isn’t it a 
“full throttle takeover?” With 
what would he replace my 
Medicare? He did not get around 
to explaining that.

Second, he refers to the 
scary $33 trillion cost of national 
single payer. That is his off-
base recollection of the 10-year 
cost projected by the Mercatus 
Center, a right wing think tank. 
Mr. Stauber forgot to explain 
that Mercatus found that con-
tinuing the current system 
would actually cost more. Single 
payer covers everybody for less 
money.

Finally, Stauber trots out 
the “government takeover” 
canard about single payer. That 
is what they said about Social 
Security and Medicare, too. In 
fact, single payer changes only 
the financing system behind our 
medical services. Doctor offices 
and hospitals would continue to 
compete in the private sector, 
as now.

It is too bad that a major 
party candidate is doing so little 
to foster accurate understanding 
of health care reform.

Joel Clemmer
St. Paul

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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The future of newspapers
Despite the digital revolution, newspapers will 
continue their essential role for years to come

Does Stauber 
want to eliminate 
Medicare?

We must balance 
economics and 
the environment

BETTY
FIRTH

See  DO BETTER...pg. 5

We all do better when we all do better...

Anti-Korean 
comments disturbing

It’s become almost cliché 
to suggest that newspapers 
are living on borrowed time. 
But like so much convention-
al wisdom, such a suggestion 
fails to recognize the pivotal 
role that newspapers still play 
in their communities— and 
will likely continue to play 
for the foreseeable future. 
That’s something worth 
reflecting on during National 
Newspaper Week, which 
runs through Oct. 13.

Newspapers tell the story 
of the communities they 
serve, and that’s a role that 
isn’t going away, at least not 
if we hope to continue to live 
in a functioning democracy. 
Small town newspapers, 
in particular, have a broad 
mission, one that is integral 
to life in a small community. 
It’s the place most people still 
turn to for coverage of the 
elementary concert or last 
Friday’s high school football 
game. It’s where we learn 
that the local garden club 
has a home tour next week, 
or that the coffee shop on 
the corner has new owners. 
It’s where we learn about a 
local tragedy, or see the joy 
on the faces of new, young 
parents as they pose with 
their little one. 

It’s where we read about 
the successes and milestones 
of those who share our 
common bond of community. 

It’s often said that news-
papers write the first draft 
of history, and it’s true even 
in small towns where little 
of consequence ever seems 
to happen. Life, even the 
quiet pace that we covet in 
small towns, is the bread 
and butter of community 
journalism. It’s our collective 
story, recounted in these ink-
stained pages each week for 
less than the price of a cup 
of coffee.

Newspapers tell our 
story, and that story includes 
how we govern ourselves. 
Our nation’s founders rec-
ognized the importance of 
that role, which is why they 
enshrined freedom of the 
press in the First Amendment 
of our Bill of Rights. They 
well understood that a dem-
ocratic system of government 

could not survive without an 
informed electorate. 

While elected officials 
like to pretend otherwise, 
in truth, they are regularly 
influenced by the watchful 
eye of their local newspaper. 
At the Timberjay office, we 
still recount the comment 
by a former member of the 
Orr City Council, during a 
tumultuous time in that city’s 
history. In a closed meeting, 
for which we later obtained 
an audio tape, the councilor 
warned: “We have to mind 
our p’s and q’s with the 
Timberjay watching.”

He didn’t mean it in 
a complimentary way, but 
those of us in the Timberjay 
news room could only smile 
for what his comment truly 
revealed: We were doing 
our jobs. 

It’s a job that makes 
a difference. In an era of 
increasing newspaper con-
solidation and closures, the 
loss of newspapers is being 
felt in some places. A recent 
study by a pair of Notre 
Dame economists found 
that the cost of government 
went up when the local 
newspaper shut its doors. 
The researchers looked at 
more than 1,500 newspapers 
around the U.S. that operated 
between 1996 and 2015. In 
296 cases, the newspaper in 
question closed, and when 
it did, the researchers found 
that the cost of government 
increased beyond the rate of 
communities that still had 
their watchdog in place. 

Newspapers are clearly 
in a period of transition 
and no one really knows 
whether the printed product 
will survive given the digital 
revolution. But one thing is 
for sure. We still want and 
need the news. Social media 
may be a tool for sharing 
content, but it won’t give 
you a detailed and accurate 
account of what happened at 
the Cook city council meeting 
last Thursday night. Only a 
trained journalist, working 
for a newspaper, can do that. 
Which is why newspapers are 
going to be around for a long 
time to come. 



In the race for 4th District 
County Commissioner, we 
wish to express our enthusiastic 
support for Paul McDonald.

Paul has demonstrated, in 
both his intellect and his char-
acter, the qualities necessary 
to be an outstanding advocate 
for those of us in northern St. 
Louis County. He has done his 
homework and understands 
deeply the issues that are most 
important to the people he will 
represent. Whether it is creat-
ing the framework for new job 
creation, promoting a robust 
infrastructure for our roads and 
bridges, or addressing the many 
health care challenges of the 
county, Paul has articulated a 
plan to meet these challenges. 
We were particularly struck by 
the contrast of Paul’s grasp of 
the issues as compared to his 
opponent when we were able 
to attend a recent debate. The 
difference was striking. We need 
someone to be strong and articu-
late in representing our interests 
and he certainly demonstrates 
that he can.

Above all, Paul McDonald 
will be a true public servant of 
the highest character, who will 
always tell the truth and do what 
is best for those he serves. We 
give him our highest recom-
mendation.

Joe Bianco MD
Mary Bianco MD
Ely

Whiteside Park in Ely  was 
busy with various booths and 
vendors selling their home-craft-
ed artwork.  Near the southeast 
entrance was another, differ-
ent sort of booth and display.  
This one was occupied by the 
good folks from “CWCS” – 
Conservationists with Common 
Sense. 

“Thanks for coming by!”
“Thank you for your efforts.  

I heard you speaking about how 
Twin Metals and PolyMet will 
create and maintain an ‘envi-
ronmentally responsible’ mine.  
That’s certainly good news!”

“Oh, you bet!  These mines 
won’t even be given a permit 
until after they’ve gone through a 
thorough environmental review 
process!”

“More good news, then!  
But. . .  what if something goes 

wrong?  A breach in a tailings 
dam, or migration of sulfides 
following a heavy melt, or 
acid leaching into surrounding 
streams, or. . . .”

“That won’t happen.  Both 
Twin Metals and PolyMet have 
committed to maintaining their 
operations in a way that will keep 
surrounding streams and rivers 
protected.”

“How do they do that?”
“Well, as part of the permit 

process, every mine must commit 
to ‘maximum contaminant 
levels,’ or ‘MCLs.’  You see, 
these are limits to ensure that any 
proposed mine will NOT cause 
harm to our water, our wildlife 
or our people!  And these MCLs 
are MUCH more stringent than 
in other countries!”

“Wow.  Still more great 
news.  One thing though.   Where 
are they?”

“What do you mean?”
“Well, WHICH wetland 

copper-nickel mines in the U.S. 
have managed to complete their 
operations without contaminat-
ing their land or groundwater?  
Which ones have completed 
their operations WITHOUT 
exceeding established MCLs?” 

“Arizona!  Wyoming!  
Nevada!”

“Hmm.  Well.  Those aren’t 
exactly ‘wetlands.’  But never 
mind, what are their names?  I 
want to know more.”

[Stern look.] “I’m not going 
to do your homework for you.  
Look them up.  Take this with 
you; it’s all in here!”  And she 
handed me a packet of CWCS 
periodicals.  I studied it later and 
did find a number of examples 
from 2015 in which mines were, 
apparently, being excavated 
and reclaimed ‘responsibly.’  
Notably absent from these 
articles, however, was any 
mention of compliance with the 
maximum contaminant levels 
(MCLs) that had been agreed 
upon as a condition of these 
mines’ permits to operate.  At 
best, we’re asked to take heart 
from the promise that contami-
nated waters will be ‘monitored.’

And finally, there was this 
statement from ‘an expert in 
hard rock mining,’ Jim Kulpers.  
Quoting him verbatim:   ‘If we 
can encourage good mining com-
panies with good solid deposits 
to do the right thing, we might 
actually make some advance in 
terms of environmental protec-
tion, and things like that.”    

“Might.”  “Actually.”  
“Make SOME advance.” . 
.  .  and things like that.   
 And on  that basis, these mines 
are moving forward. 

Duane Behrens
Ely
Mr. Behrens was a union 

miner in the Gas Hills of 
Wyoming from approx. 1977 to 
1984.  He and his wife own and 
operate a nine-person environ-
mental testing and consulting 
firm in southern California with 
revenue exceeding $1 million 
for the past four years.  The 
23-year-old company is now 
partly managed from rural Ely, 
where they have owned their 
home since 2004. 

Supervisor Ralston’s letter 
to the editor in last week’s 
Timberjay was inconsistent 
with his prior statement at the 
Greenwood board meeting of 
Aug. 10, 2018.  At that meeting, 
he stated county officials told 
him there was not enough room 
at the County Rd. 77 site for 
recycling canisters, and if the 
canisters were moved from the 
present Greenwood site, they 
would be moved to Soudan.  

Supervisor Ralston’s above 
statement is not congruous with 
a letter he received from county 
officials regarding the canisters. 
The county officials (Mark St. 
Lawrence and David Fink) stated 
the canisters would be moved to 
the 77 site.  It is also incongruous 
with a statement made to me by 
Mark St. Lawrence in which 
Mark stated that no discussion by 
county officials ever mentioned 
the Soudan site.  Thirdly, it is 
not congruous with the statement 
made by Supervisor Ralston in 
last week’s letter to the editor in 
which he stated, the 77 site has 
ample land for future expansion.  
Also, Supervisor Ralston stated, 
Greenwood residents would be 
required to use the Soudan site 
which is not true. The Cook site 
is also available, open six days/
week and is closer for some 
Greenwood residents.

At the June town board 
meeting, Supervisor Ralston 
gave instructions to citizens to 
not make false and misleading 
statements—and that the state-
ments must be backed up and 
true.  My declarations are true 
and backed up by Ralston’s 
recorded statements from the 
August and September board 
meetings, a newspaper article, a 
letter addressed to Ralston from 
St. Louis Co. Environmental 
Services as well as a state-
ment from Mark St. Lawrence 
(Director of SLC Environmental 
Services).  Is the Greenwood 
Township board maintaining 

credibility with the residents?  
I think not.

John Bassing
Greenwood Township

In a recent discussion about 
the different future develop-
ment opportunities for the Ely 
Community Center, disparaging 
comments were made by some 
residents about “Koreans” and 
“ethnic groups.” These com-
ments, among others, were 
published in both the Timberjay 
and the Ely Echo.

As an Iron Ranger, these 
words are disheartening to me; 
as a Korean-American, as an 
adoptee who has lived here my 
entire life, and as a person who 
works tirelessly for the better-
ment of our region, these words 
are devastating to me. 

I have spent my entire life 
disregarding and dismissing 
similar statements. I have chosen 
to not acknowledge the stares 
or obvious discomfort some 
people seem to experience when 
they are around me—until they 
find out that I am from Cherry. 
That being said, these recent 
comments ring different to me 
and are ones I cannot ignore. 
Demonizing entire populations 
of people in such a public manner 
(a proclamation from the roof-
tops of sorts) is an embodiment 
of the fears I have carried within 
myself all my life.

Perhaps for many of you, the 
words were taken out of context 
or were simply misguided 
statements made by only a few 
people. For me, they provided a 
stark reminder of why I fear for 
the futures of my daughters. The 
comments reminded me that I 
am not white and left me feeling 
very alone on this island.  

Perhaps for many of you, 
the CC project is about preser-
vation of community as-is, about 
holding on to the roots of the 
community and honoring them 
to the bitter end. It may give 
you hope that you will keep the 
people you have and that it will 
bring other people to Ely where 
they will spend their money but 
then go home.

For me, the CC project 
gives me hope that we can move 
our region forward so anyone, 
regardless of race, sexual ori-
entation, religion, etc. can call 
the Iron Range home. It gives 
me hope that as a region, we 
can break our own stereotype 
of exclusion and lose the term 
“pack-sackers” to describe 

people who move into our neigh-
borhoods.

I understand that new and 
unfamiliar people coming to a 
community is likely scary to 
some, and the thought of your 
community looking a little dif-
ferent can bring apprehension. 
What I cannot understand is 
how some can generalize entire 
groups of people different from 
themselves as people who will 
bring disease, crime, or violence 
to their community and take jobs 
away from existing residents.   

For those who spoke up 
for or against the possibilities 
for the Ely Community Center, 
I commend your commitment 
and concern for your commu-
nity. For those who expressed 
concerns about the idea of a 
Korean Cultural Center, I can’t 
help but wonder, would you have 
expressed the same concerns if 
the proposal were for a Swedish 
Cultural Center?  

If anybody would like to 
learn more about people from 
Korea, I would cherish the oppor-
tunity to sit down, enjoy some 
soju, and learn more about each 
other…even if you are Swedish.

 Wayne Kangas
 Hibbing

 I notice a number of signs 
on the Range for Stauber that 
should be commented on.   A 
main point is that Mr. Stauber 
was on the county board and was 
often against any proposal that 
would have been of benefit to 
the Iron Range.   Rangers should 
remember his ant-Range bias 
when casting their ballot.   A 
second point is that he is sup-
porting Republican tax cuts to 
the wealthy (about 80 percent 
went to corporations and the 
top 10 percent in income dis-
tribution) that have resulted in 
Republicans calling for cuts to 
Medicare and Social Security.  
The tax savings of many middle 
and lower economic class people 
have been eliminated by tariffs 
and the sharp rise in gas and oil 
prices.  Stop and think.  Has 
the Republican Party ever been 
for the working man, unions, 
the elderly, or disadvantaged?  
Please consider the issues that 
will concern you in the future 
before you give more power to 
the corporate and wealthy sup-
porters of the GOP.  Every Range 
ex-athlete should remember the 
treatment given to Range teams 
in years past before they vote for 
a Duluth Republican.  

Dan Kearney
Lake Vermilion, Tower

Remember Stauber’s 
anti-Range bias
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What if they 
were Swedish?

Why do I remain 
unconvinced?

McDonald will do 
his best for those 
he represents

Are town supervisors 
acting credibly?

D N R  A s s i s t a n t 
Commiss ioner  Barb 
Naramore said the finan-
cial review is “ongoing.”

Meanwhile, Naramore 
said the DNR has yet to 
decide whether to hold a 
pre-decisional contested 

case hearing before an 
administrative law judge, 
as environmental groups 
have also requested, and 
the DNR has no current 
timeline for when that 
decision might be made. 

The debate over the 

project comes as the price 
of both copper and nickel 
remain well below the 
levels that PolyMet pro-
jected in its latest finan-
cial report. That report 
pegged copper prices at 
$3.22 per pound, or well 

above the current price of 
$2.80 per pound. Copper 
prices have averaged 
under $3 per pound over 
the past year. PolyMet’s 
financial projections also 
assume an average nickel 
price of $7.95 per pound, 

more than two dollars 
per pound higher than 
current nickel price of 
$5.68 per pound. Copper 
and nickel would provide 
more than three-quarters 
of the revenue from the 
proposed mine. PolyMet 

stock continues to trade 
within a relatively narrow 
range around 90 cents per 
share. 

communicate and create 
meaningful work and per-
sonal relationships; who 
comprehend the structure 
of a democracy, how it 
is supposed to work, and 
what their roles can be 
within it.

We all do better if 
we have good, affordable 
health care so we can 
access preventative well-
ness care to keep healthy 
and critical care when 
the need arises, without 
having to make the choice 
between getting food or 
getting health care and 
without going bankrupt or 
losing our home because 
we didn’t have sufficient 
medical insurance. We 
would all do better if those 
of us who are in need 
could get excellent mental 
health care without being 
stigmatized.

We all do better if 
we can walk on the street 
without fear and live in 
a safe place we can call 

“home.” We all do better 
if we can live in nurturing 
families and communities.

We all do better if 
we have opportunities to 
obtain whatever kind of 
education fits for us, secure 
a job, and get a home 
without discrimination of 
any kind putting obstacles 
in our way to leading a 
fulfilling life.

Why is it that some 
people don’t understand 
that their lives are better 
when they help others? I 
have often experienced the 
generosity of people who 
don’t have very much. In 
Mexico, I stayed with a 
family for a month while 
I went to school, and the 
mother, the señora, served 
us meat with every dinner, 
an expensive sacrifice, 
even though her family 
was boarding me because 
they needed the money. 
I actually preferred tacos 
and stuffed peppers to 
chunks of meat, but I 

couldn’t tell them because 
I didn’t want to insult 
them. The señora was also 
generous with her time, 
proofreading my essays 
and teasingly correcting 
my spoken Spanish. I 
also know very generous 
people who live very 
comfortably, but people 
with less money often have 
to rely on others, and they 
also understand what it is 
to be without. The Biblical 
story of the loaves and 
fishes is not a parable about 
magical food, but about the 
miracle of sharing.

I’ve never understood 
why some people didn’t 
get bonked with the wand 
of generosity, because it 
just seems to be common 
sense, and it feels good, to 
share with others when we 
have more than we need, 
especially when it lifts 
other people up.

Even if people don’t 
quite see or share the 
value of caring for our 

fellow beings, there are just 
plain practical and selfish 
reasons to want everyone 
to do better. If people do 
not live in fear and depri-
vation, they are much less 
likely to steal or hurt others 
out of desperation. The 
level of violence has been 
escalating in our country, 
as unhealthy, angry people 
use their fists or pick up 
guns to take their rage and 
frustration out on others. 
As the gap between the 
wealthiest and the rest of 
us expands, as tax breaks 
and benefits accrue to the 
wealthy at the expense 
of people with lower 
incomes, the frustration, 
anger, and hopelessness 
grow as people try to 
just live a decent life and 
provide for themselves 
and their families. When 
people sequester them-
selves in gated commu-
nities, perhaps they see 
themselves as privileged, 
but it seems to me they 

are locking themselves in, 
being voluntary prisoners, 
instead of living without 
fear in their community.

People with adequate 
healthy care are not reliant 
on expensive visits to the 
emergency room with 
everyone else paying 
increasing insurance pre-
miums to cover the cost. 
If people are healthier, 
happier, with adequate 
education, they are likely 
to be better at whatever 
work they do, and we 
would all have the blessing 
of interacting with people 
who are good at their 
jobs, providing excellent 
service.

Along with many 
others, I’m frustrated 
with the partisan poli-
tics and the voters who 
support candidates who 
don’t seem to understand 
their responsibilities or 
what the “common good” 
means. Doesn’t a Supreme 
Court candidate who will 

need intelligent and rea-
soned judgment pretty 
much disqualify himself 
when he dissolves into 
rage, partisan accusations, 
and bullying right on the 
stand? Doesn’t a president 
involved in thousands 
of lawsuits who routine-
ly bullies and demeans 
women,  immigrants , 
minorities, and reporters 
disqualify himself as a 
leader of the country?

What I do understand 
is that we have a powerful 
tool to make a difference, 
and that is the right to 
vote. Fight for what you 
care about, education, 
health care, human rights, 
social security, gun laws, 
environmental standards, 
or anything else. Research 
the candidates, and support 
those who represent your 
values. Talk to others and 
encourage others not to 
sink into apathy or hope-
lessness. That’s a sure win 
for the opposition. 



T-S ECFE Open Gym 
and Pizza Party, 
Oct. 16

TOWER- Tower-Soudan 
Early Childhood Family Edu-
cation is having an open gym 
and pizza party at the Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary School 
on Tuesday, Oct. 16 starting 
at 4:30 p.m. This event is free 
and open to all children ages 
0-5 and their parents. Siblings 
in early elementary grades are 
welcome. Open gym starts at 
4:30, parachute games will be 
at 5:10, and pizza supper is at 
5:20 p.m. There will be a boun-
cy house for toddlers. For more 
information, contact Mary Lar-
son at 218-753-4040, ext. 6113.

Paul McDonald to 
speak at Soudan 
Men’s Breakfast on 
Oct. 13

SOUDAN- Soudan Baptist 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Men’s Breakfast will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 13 at 8 a.m. 
at St. Paul’s. Guest speaker will 
be Paul McDonald, who is run-
ning for St. Louis County Com-
missioner. All are welcome to 
attend. There will be time for 
questions after the talk. Any 
questions, call Greg Dostert at 
218-248-0648.

Movie Night on Oct. 21 
at 6 p.m.

TOWER- St. James Pres-
byterian Church in Tower is 
hosting a free movie night on 
Sunday, Oct. 21 at 6 p.m. This 

month’s movie is “God’s Not 
Dead – A Light in Darkness.” 
After a deadly fire rips through 
St. James Church, Hadleigh 
University leaders use the trag-
edy to push the congregation 
off campus, forcing the church 
to defend its rights and bring-
ing together estranged broth-
ers for a reunion that opens 
old wounds and forces them to 
address the issues that pulled 
them apart. The film is rated 
PG.

Red Hat Belles to meet 
Oct. 18

TOWER-The Northern 
Red Hat Belles will meet on 
Thursday, Oct. 18 at 12 noon 
at Sulu’s in Tower. To make 
your reservation call Barbara 
at 218-753-2091 before Tues-
day, Oct. 16. New members 
are always welcome.

Barbershop Chorus in 
concert, Oct. 12

VIRGINIA- The Great 
Northern Union will present 
Minnesota’s Barbershop Cho-
rus in concert on Friday, Oct. 
12 at 7 p.m. in the Goodman 
Auditorium at the Virginia 
High School. The concert will 
feature performances by the 
Great Northern Union, Vir-
ginia High School Choirs, and 
The Choralaires. Tickets are 
$7 for adults; students 18 and 
under will be free.

The mission of the Great 
Northern Union is to change 
lives of audiences and singers 
alike by creating “thrilling 
harmony” with nearly flawless 

unaccompanied vocal music, 
performed with deep passion 
and great energy. They envi-
sion a world where all men 
are singing and everyone is 
listening. They believe such a 
world would be more harmoni-
ous in every way, and seek to 
promote a lifetime of singing 
among a diverse community of 
men and women.

All proceeds from the 
concert will be donated to the 
Virginia High School Choir 
Department to help students 
pay for their upcoming music 
trip to Orlando, Fla.

Crafters needed for 
St. Martin’s Christmas 
Bazaar on Nov. 10

TOWER- St. Martin’s 
Christmas Bazaar will be held 
on Saturday, Nov. 10.  The 
event is looking for local craft-
ers to participate. The cost for a 
table is $20.  If you are interest-
ed, please contact the rectory at 
218-753-4310. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

Orr American Legion 
Post 480 selling 52 
Club dinner/drawing 
tickets

ORR- The Orr American 
Legion is holding a 52 Club 
dinner and drawing. Tickets 
are $52, one ticket admits two 
people. Only 260 tickets are 
sold, so act quickly for your 52 
chances to win. The drawing 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
13 at the Orr American Legion 

Hall. Dinner is at 6 p.m. and 
drawing at 7 p.m. Tickets are on 
sale at the following locations 
in Orr and Cook: American 
Legion Hall, Pattenn’s Café, 
Pelican Bay Foods, Orr Muni, 
Norman’s One Stop, Oveson’s 
Pelican Lake Resort and Inn, 
VFW Post 1757, Auto Value, 
and Northwoods True Value 
Home Center, or call 218-404-
5847. Tickets are on sale in the 
Tower area at Benchwarmer’s 
and Lake Vermilion House-
boats. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships, community projects, and 
charities.

Community Education 
instructors needed

REGIONAL- New instruc-
tors wanted for new classes. If 
you know of anyone interested 
in teaching a class in the fall, 
now is the time they should 
contact Leone Graf. Call or text 
218-343-3744 or email cam-
plake@earthlink.net for more 
information.

Vendors needed for 
Tower Holiday Craft 
Show set for Dec. 8

TOWER- The Tower Holi-
day Craft Show will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m. – 
3 p.m. at the Tower Civic Cen-
ter. Tables are $20 each (limit 
two 8-ft. tables per vendor) 
and must be reserved and paid 
for in advance. Checks can be 
made out to Friends of VCS 
and mailed to Vermilion Coun-
try School, PO Box 629, Tower, 
MN 55790 or can be dropped 
off at the charter school or at 

the Timberjay office in Tower. 
For more information, call Jodi 
Summit at 218-753-2950.

Tickets available for 
TSAA Fall Auction on 
Thursday, Nov. 8

TOWER- Tickets are now 
available for the Tower-Soudan 
Athletic Association Fall Auc-
tion on Thursday, Nov. 8 at the 
Wilderness at Fortune Bay.

This once-a-year event 
features an appetizer buffet, 
live and silent auctions, kara-
oke with Irene Hartfield, and 
many games and raffles. While 
the event is known as a “ladies” 
night, men are also welcome to 
attend. A cash bar is also avail-
able.

We are also looking for do-
nations of prizes for the games 
and auctions. Hand-crafted 
items, gift baskets, wine and 
spirits, and gift certificates are 
needed. All the funds raised 
go to youth activities in Tow-
er-Soudan. This is the group’s 
only fundraiser each year, so 
please consider helping out this 
important community event. 
In the last two years, TSAA 
has donated over $8,500 in the 
community, including: Tow-
er-Soudan Little League and 
Junior Legion baseball, the run-
ning club at Vermilion Country 
School, T-S Elementary Ely 
Marathon entry fees, commu-
nity family events at Vermilion 
Country School, athletics and 
choir fees at VCS, and more.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!
Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

Greenwood Community Recreation Board 

Silent Auction 
and

all you can eat PIZZA
at the 

VERMILION CLUB 
SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 20, 2018
                                        from 4:00 PM  to 7:00 PM

Come support ongoing maintenance and improvements 
to the Greenwood Recreation Area!

Everyone is Welcome! - Free-will donation for pizza

Over 30 Items for Auction   

To Get you Started on Your Holiday Shopping     

To donate auction items or with questions call Jarri Ankrum at 750-7236.

NWFA Writers prepare for winter

The Snowy Road
I want to walk forever down that snowy road
In a bleached white world 
With arms of trees holding pillows,
Bowing as I pass.
The ground covered, 
Sparkling white diamonds,
A gazillion shimmering gems.
The quiet so loud
I hear nothing,
Only the chickadee’s lyrical solo, 
Singing, singing for me.
The air so clear I smell nothing,
But cold and snow
As I keep walking down that snowy road,
I hope goes on forever.
                                         Ellie Larmouth

COOK- The Northwoods Friends of the Arts (NWFA) 
Writers Group meets on Saturday, Oct. 13 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
(and every second Saturday each month) at Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts gallery, at 210 S River St. next to Dream 
Weaver Spa and Salon, behind the big tree. 

This is an open group that welcomes all who love to 
write. During each session, participants engage in the writing 
process as well as sharing personal writings. Ellie Larmouth, 
of Tower, is the facilitator for the group.

NWFA is a non-profit organization founded to encour-
age creative thinking and skills in the community of Cook 
and beyond. October is the members show, “Festival of the 
Arts” and “Rocks, Tree and Water”, a memorial to Sue Mar-
tin. Check the website for information about classes, events 
and exhibits at NWFAMN.ORG .  Gallery hours in October 
are Wednesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

TOWER- We know snow is com-
ing, and in fact have already had some 
snowy mornings!  Please join us for a 
meeting to plan volunteer projects to 
get the ski trails and signs ready for 
winter.  The club will meet on Wednes-
day, Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower. All are 
welcome.  If you can’t come but would 
like to help us out this fall, call Terry 
Vagle  at 218-248-0654 or Mary Shedd 
at 218-753-6110.

REGIONAL- The follow-
ing Tower-Soudan area town-
ships hold their town board 
elections along with the gener-
al election on Tuesday, Nov. 6. 
Area residents can visit www.
stlouiscountymn.gov to get in-
formation on absentee and ear-
ly voting, to find their polling 
place, as well as what informa-
tion is required to register to 
vote at your polling place on 
election day.

Embarrass
Gary Rantala, Gene 

Wright, and Caleb Cowden all 

have filed for the one open Su-
pervisor seat. This seat is cur-
rently held by Bernie Mettler, 
who is running for county com-
missioner. Rantala and Wright 
have both previously served on 
the board.

Mary Novak, the incum-
bent, filed for Treasurer.

Kugler
Dean Broten filed for Su-

pervisor Seat C. Diane Mee-
han, the incumbent, filed for 
Treasurer.

Eagles Nest
Richard Floyd, the incum-

bent, filed for Supervisor Seat 
A. Andrew Urban, the incum-
bent, filed for Supervisor Seat 
D. DeAnn Schatz, the incum-
bent, is being challenged by 
Larry McCray, for Supervisor 
Seat E.

James Sutherland has filed 
for Treasurer. He has held the 
position in the past.

Greenwood, Breitung, and 
Vermilion Lake townships hold 
their elections in March.

Embarrass, Kugler, and Eagles Nest 
elections to be held on Nov. 6

City of Tower/Wagoner Trails Club to meet Wednesday
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Transfer station
Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278
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Week of  Oct. 15

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Oct. 16.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Oct. 25 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Oct. 31; Nov. 21; Dec. 12 

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

Mail-A-Book services available to many area residents
REGIONAL- Paper-

back books, DVDs, and 
audio books on CD can 
arrive in your mailbox 
thanks to the Arrowhead 
Library System’s Mail-
A-Book program. 

The service loans 
paperback books and 
other items via the U.S. 
Mail, free of charge. This 
tax-supported service 
delivers library items di-
rectly to your mailbox, 
including the cost of 
postage. They arrive in a 

canvas bag with a return 
label and prepaid return 
postage. 

Who is eligible for 
this service?  Rural resi-
dents and people who live 
in a city without a public 
library. Paper catalogs 
listing more than 1,000 
items are sent out twice 
a year to more than 2,250 
households. If you are 
interested in cooking, au-
dio books on CD, DVDs, 
inspirational books, or 
children’s items, they 

also have catalogs listing 
the titles available from 
Mail-A-Book. Do you 
have a favorite author? 
Mail-A-Book can provide 
you with a list of avail-
able titles by that author. 
Also, Mail-A-Book items 
are listed in the regional 
online catalog via the In-
ternet at www.alslib.info/
online_catalog/.

Items can be ordered 
by postcard, e-mail, 
phone, or a form on the 
ALS website at www.

alslib.info/ services/ 
mail-a-book and mail-
book@alslib.info, or 
218-741-3840. 

Find Mail-A-Book 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/alslibinfo.

If you need “large 
print” reading materials, 
the Arrowhead Library 
System has a collection 
of large print books.

Mail-A-Book staff 
are always happy to re-
spond to your questions.

timberjay.com
(218) 753-2950

TOWER

TOWER SOUDAN CIVIC CLUB

HALLOWEEN

AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of beverage, 
and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs available. Se-
niors age 60 and older 
who have registered for 
the program and their 
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the 
new Meals on Wheels, 
or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior 
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899. 

Week of Oct. 15
Monday- Sloppy 

Joe, Tater Tots
Tuesday- Chunky 

Chicken Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner 
Roll, Green Beans

Wednesday- No 
School

Thursday- No 
School

Friday- No School

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan 
Civic Club is sponsoring a Meet 
and Greet Candidate Forum at the 
Tower Civic Center on Wednes-
day, Oct. 24 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. All 
Tower voters and other interested 
community members are invited 
to attend.

As of press time, all three 
mayoral candidates and three of 
the four active council candidates 
have agreed to participate.

The forum will be moderated 
by Tower resident and Civic Club 
member Ellie Larmouth, PhD. 
Larmouth is a retired college pro-
fessor, who has worked as a teach-
er and a therapist. 

The forum will consist of an 
introductory section where each 

candidate will have three minutes 
to address the forum. That will be 
followed by a 30-minute question 
and answer session, where audi-
ence members can submit written 
questions for individual candidates 

that will be read by the moderator. 
The final portion of the forum will 
be a time for individuals to talk 
one-on-one with candidates.

Coffee an’ will be provided by 
the Civic Club and Sulu’s.

Mayoral candidates include 
Steve Altenburg, Jeff Hill, and 
Orlyn Kringstad. Council candi-
dates Steve Abrahamson, Rachel 
Beldo, and Mary Shedd have all 
said they will attend. Council can-
didate Michael Larson has yet to 
respond to the invitation. Victoria 
Ranua, who had filed for council, 
has indicated she is withdrawing 
from the race.

The election will be held on 
general election day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 6, at the Tower Civic Center.

Meet and Greet Candidate Forum set 
for Oct. 24 at the Tower Civic Center

TOWER- The members 
of the Tower Soudan Civic 
Club will hold their next 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Oct. 17 at the Tower Civic 
Center at 7 p.m.

Local artist Brittany 
Foster, a jewelry-mak-
er, will be this month’s 
speaker. Foster will present 
examples of her beautiful 
one-of-a-kind jewelry. She 
will show the different 
choices of materials and 
tools used in creating her 

masterpieces, as well as talk 
about how she finds inspi-
ration in the natural world 
around us. Foster sells her 
jewelry in galleries in the 
Twin Cities and Grand 
Marais, as well as online in 
her etsy shop. Photos of her 
work can be viewed online 
at brittanyjewelry.com.

Everyone in the 
community and surround-
ing area is invited to this 
presentation.

Local jewelry artist to speak to Civic Club on Wednesday

Trick-or-treat on 
Tower’s Main Street on 
Wednesday, Oct. 31

TOWER- Area children are in-
vited to trick-or-treat on Main Street 
after school on Tuesday, Oct. 31 
starting at 2 p.m. Participating 
businesses will have signs on their 
doors welcoming children. Trick-
or-treating will start an hour earli-
er than in previous years, because 
elementary students have an early 
release time on Wednesdays.

Any participating business that 
did not get a sign can pick one up at 
the Timberjay office.

Tower Fire Department 
hosting children’s 
Halloween Party, Oct. 31

TOWER- Area children and 
their families are invited to the 
Community Halloween Party 
sponsored by the Tower Fire De-
partment. The party will be held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 31 from 4-6 
p.m. at the Tower Civic Center. The 
event is free and all area families 
are welcome. Stop by for spooky 
fun and games, along with dinner! The Timberjay is only one of the many Main Street businesses 

that will have treats for area children the afternoon of Oct. 31. 
file photo



Gardner Trust 
offers  grants

ELY - The Donald 
G. Gardner Humanities 
Trust’s second grant 
cycle of the year has a 
grant application dead-
line at noon on Friday, 
Oct. 26.

 Grant forms and 
eligibility requirements 
are available on the 
Gardner Humanities 
Trust website at www.
g a r d n e r t r u s t . o r g . 
Those without inter-
net access can contact 
KeikoWill iams by 
phone at 218-365-2639 
or email at info@gard-
nertrust.org to have an 
application mailed to 
them. 

Completed appli-
cations can be mailed 
to the Trust office at 
P.O. Box 720, Ely, MN 
55731 or dropped off 
at the Ely City Hall, 
Clerk’s Office, at 209 
E. Chapman Street.

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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ELY – The second 
annual Jake Forsman 
Memorial Car Show and 
Burnout Competition 
returns to Ely on Saturday, 
Oct. 20. The event will 
again take place in front 
of City Hall on Chapman 
Street.

Al Forsman, a city 
council member and father 
of the late Jake Forsman, 
coordinated the inaugural 
event last year in memory 
of his son, who died the 
year before in an automo-
bile accident.

“The Jake Forsman 
Memorial Car Show and 
Burnout Competition was 
created to commemorate 
the life of a young man who 
had consistently reached 
out to help and comfort 
people who needed it – 
whether he knew you or 
not,” Al Forsman said.

“My son Jake had 
the aptitude, training, 
skills, attitude and smile 
to have a long career 
providing service for our 
area’s heating and cooling 
systems.”  

The void created when 
he died gave birth to the 
idea of The Jake Forsman 
Memorial Scholarship for 
Ely High School graduates 
pursuing vocational edu-
cation in the blue-collar 
trades – especially those 
seeking a career in the 
heating and cooling field.

“We will have a 
number of car enthusi-
asts with discerning eyes 
serving as judges again 
this year,” Forsman said. 
There will be at least 24 
categories to earn a prize 
medal: Pre-1935 Original 
and Modified; 1935-1949 
Original and Modified; 
1950-1959 Original and 
Modified; 1960-1969 
Original and Modified; 
1970-1979 Original and 
Modified; 1980-1989 
Original and Modified; 
1990-1999  Or ig ina l 
and Modified; 2000-up 
Original and Modified; 
Best Chevy; Best Ford; 
Best Mopar; Best Brand 
X; Fan Favorite; Best in 
Show.

The schedule for this 
year’s event includes:

-10 a.m.-Car Show 
Starts, and Face Painting 

for Kids
-11 a.m.-First Burnout 

Session
-Noon-Face Painting 

ends
-1:30 p.m.-Car Show 

Judging Complete
- 2 p . m . - S e c o n d 

Burnout Session
-2:45 p.m.-Burnout 

Championship
- 3 : 1 5 p . m . - S i l e n t 

Auction Ends
-3:30 p.m.-Car Show 

Awards
-3:45 p.m.-Car Show 

Entrants Prize Drawings
-4 p.m.-Car Show 

ends
In addition, there will 

be awards presented for 
Best Burnout, Runner Up 
Burnout and Hard Luck 
Burnout. “Hopefully we 
will not need to issue that 
again this year,” Forsman 
said.

J a k e  F o r s m a n 
Memorial Scholarship 
Silent Auction will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 3:15 
p.m. on Oct. 20. “We have 
received some wonderful 
donations for the silent 
auction,” he said. 

Here are some of items 
to bid on: Autographed 

guitar by Nuno Bettencourt 
from Extreme - Donated 
by Bryon Blair; Light 
up Snowmobile print - 
Donated by Northern 
Expressions; Pampered 
Chef Basket - Donated by 
Heidi Artisensi; Dinner’s 
by Deb - Four Course 
meal for four- Donated by 
Deb Campbell/Deb Zup; 
Minnesota Timberwolves - 
two game tickets Minnesota 
Twins - Photograph signed 
by Tony Oliva; Minnesota 
Wild - Autographed puck 
and photo of Richard 
Park; 60-minute massage 
- Donated by Pebble Spa; 
10 Tanning Sessions and 
Gift Set - Donated by 
Salon #10; Squirrel Proof 
Bird Feeder - Donated by 
Ely Flower & Seed; Two 
Ely Northland Market Gift 
Cards – $100 - Donated 
by Donna Richards; One 
Zup’s Gift Card – 100,  
plus cooler - Donated by 
Jimmy Zup.

Donations can be 
sent to the Jake Forsman 
Memorial Scholarship, 
641 E. Camp St., Ely, MN 
55731.

Where the rubber meets the road

Burnout competition, scholarship event returns
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

AROUND TOWN

ELY - Pastor Eric Thiele was 
recently appointed to lead Grace 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Thiele 
was officially installed on Sunday, 
Sept. 30.

The congregation was joined 
that day by Deacon Brenda Tibbetts, 
Assistant to the Bishop.

Thiele grew up in Rothschild, 
Wis., where he was involved in 
many sports including basketball, 
baseball, football, and track. He 
graduated from Wartburg College in 
Waverly, Iowa, in 2012, earning a 
degree in Spanish and Religion with 
a minor in Communication Arts. He 
graduated from Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul  in 2016 and was ordained 
on July 9, 2016. 

During the summers, Eric 
worked as a counselor at Sugar Creek 
Bible Camp in southwest Wisconsin. 
This is where he met his wife Megan. 
Megan grew up in Onalaska, Wis. 
where she enjoyed playing violin 
in orchestra, swimming and running 
track. She graduated from Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa in 2016 
earning a degree in Environmental 

Science and a minor in Art.
Eric’s first call was in Northeast 

Minnesota. He and Megan enjoyed 

living close to Ely and visiting it 
frequently.

In his free time, Eric enjoys 
kayaking, canoeing, hiking, reading, 
cooking, and playing sports. He also 
enjoys cheering for the 13-time NFL 
world champion Green Bay Packers 
football team. “One of my favorite 
things to make is homemade pasta,” 
he said. 

Throughout their relationship, 
Eric and Megan have enjoyed 
spending time outdoors camping, 
hiking, canoeing, kayaking, and 
various sports. They have recently 
taken up cross-country skiing and 
look forward to improving.  

The Thieles both love dogs and 
in the fall of 2016 they brought home 
a husky named Thorin who is now 
two years old and full of energy. 
He loves to meet new people and 
other dogs.

Eric says he is easily won over 
with a good (strong) cup of coffee 
and is excited to be part of Ely’s 
community and to be part of the 
ministry of Grace Lutheran. 

New pastor joins Grace Lutheran Church

Eric and Megan Thiele, and 
their husky, named Thorin, 
recently moved to Ely.

ROAD WORK

Work is nearly completed on 17th Avenue near Vermilion Community College. photo by K. Vandervort
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Homecoming 
2018

The 2018 Homecoming king and queen, above, are Lida Dodge and Tim 
Moskalyk. They were crowned Tuesday morning during a pep rally. 
Julia Schwinghamer, below, and other members of the sophomore 
class pull with all their might in the tug-of-war competition during the 
pep rally. photos by K. Vandervort

Elissa Bennett, above, decorates lockers at Memorial High School last 
Sunday afternoon in preparation for Homecoming Week. Apolonia 
Homer, below, decorates the hallway by the junior class lockers.

Seniors Makenzie Peterson and Gabi Omerza, left, hang streamers in the hallway. The High School band, right, dressed up for “Hawaiian Day.”



NWFA October 
gallery and events

COOK- At NWFA 
Gallery there is an explo-
sion of  new art and craft 
made by your friends 
and neighbors.  Featured 
at this year’s Member’s 
Show is a special exhibit 
in tribute and memory of 
Sue Martin, inspirational 
leader and first president 
of NWFA.  

“Rocks, Trees, and 
Water” is the theme of 
the exhibit; a celebration 
of the spirit of the wil-
derness.  Some of Sue’s 
paintings will be on dis-
play.  There will also be 
matted prints of Sue’s 
work for sale, with the 
generous permission of 
her family.

Visit the NWFA Gal-
lery throughout the month 
to take in these complex 
exhibits  until Oct. 27.  
Gallery hours on Cook’s 
main street at 210 River 
St. are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday.  On Saturday 
the hours are from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. located next to 
Dream Weaver Spa and 
Salon.

Events In October at 
the Gallery:

Tuesdays Wood 
Carvers Group 6 to 8 
p.m.
NWFA Meeting 
Change

COOK - The regular 
meeting of Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts is the 
third Tuesday of each 
month.  Tuesday, Oct. 
16 at NWFA Gallery the 
meeting will convene at 
10:30 a.m. and conclude 
at 12 noon.

NWFA Writers 
Group

COOK - In Cook the 
Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts (NWFA) Writers 

Group meets  on Satur-
day, (and every second 
Saturday each month) 
Oct.13, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts gallery, 210 S. 
River St. next to Dream 
Weaver Spa and Salon, 
behind the big tree. 

This is an open group 
that welcomes all who 
love to write.   During 
each session, participants 
engage in the writing pro-
cess as well as sharing 
personal writings.

Harvest Fest at 
Cook Covenant

COOK - Headlining 
Cook Covenant Church’s 
annual Harvest Festival, 
Oct. 21, is Dave Peter-
son, retired pastor for the 
Evangelical Covenant 
Church. Dave graduat-
ed from Virginia High 
School in 1967, and was 
employed by the Duluth 
News Tribune for many 
years. Dave graduated 
from Bethel Seminary in 
1999, becoming a pas-
tor and part-time hospi-
tal chaplain, and served 
as lead pastor at Salem 
Covenant Church in Du-
luth for seven years. He 
and his wife Sue have 
three children and five 
grandchildren. Music has 
always been a passion 
for this singer-songwrit-
er. Dave produced three 
custom albums, the most 
recent, released in 2016 is 
titled My Heart Is Full.   

The public is wel-
come and invited to at-
tend this event, Sunday 
afternoon Oct. 21 at 4 
p.m. 

As is Cook Cove-
nant’s custom, a freewill 
offering will be taken 
followed by a full course 
thanks-giving dinner for 
everyone who attends this 
event. Come and enjoy!

American Legion 
Post 480 selling
52 Club dinner/
drawing tickets

ORR- The Orr Amer-
ican Legion is holding a 
52 Club dinner and draw-
ing. Tickets are $52; one 
ticket admits two people. 
Only 260 tickets are sold, 
so act quickly for your 
52 chances to win. The 
drawing will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 13 at the 
Orr American Legion 
Hall. Dinner is at 6 p.m. 
and drawing is at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale at the 
following locations in 
Orr and Cook: American 
Legion Hall, Pattenn’s 
Café, Pelican Bay Foods, 
Orr Muni, Norman’s 
One Stop, Oveson’s Pel-
ican Lake Resort and 
Inn, VFW Post 1757, 
Auto Value, and North-
woods True Value Home 
Center, or call 218-404-
5847. Tickets are on 
sale in the Tower area at 
Benchwarmer’s and Lake 
Vermilion Houseboats. 
Proceeds go to scholar-
ships, community proj-
ects, and charities.

COOK - The 
Northwoods Friends of 
the Arts opened their 
annual October mem-
bers gallery last Fri-
day evening here. This 
year’s gallery features 
works in memorial 
to one of the group’s 
founders, Sue Martin, 
who passed away earli-
er this year. Vistors to 
the gallery were treated 
to an array of art, treats 
and conversation.

submitted photos

Yes, it was snow.  
Crane Lake was spared 
with just a few flakes; 
however as one traveled 
south in Buyck there was 
snow covering trees and 
bushes.  Further south the 
Iron Range received two 
to three inches. Hope-
fully we will have some 
warm weather before the 
arrival of snow that stays.

On Oct. 6, at the 
Anderson’s beautiful-
ly landscaped backyard, 
Andrew Anderson and 
Hanna Chopp became 
husband and wife.  Before 
a magnificent stand of 
trees in full fall colors 
vows were read with 
good friend Sue Conna-
ker officiating. The six 
bridesmaids attired in 
dazzling plum-colored 
gowns were attended by 
six groomsmen dressed 
in formal black tuxedos.  
The bride was dressed 

in her mother’s spec-
tacular wedding gown; 
the groom was in a for-
mal black tuxedo.  The 
weather was a bit nippy, 
however no rain, snow 
or wind dampened the 
affair.            

A reception was 
held at the Crane Lake 
Groomer Garage which 
had been transformed 
into a majestic ballroom.  
The evening was spent 
with appetizers, music, a 
buffet dinner, speeches, 
dancing and fireworks.  
The happy couple will 
enjoy a honeymoon in 
December in Bali.

Parents of the bride 
are Chris and the deceased 
Roxanne Chopp.  Parents 
of the groom are Mark 
and Lisa Anderson.

Speaking of wed-
dings, some studies show 
that people who argue 
really love each other 
more.  Psychologists 
believe that the main rea-
son for it is the communi-
cation between those two 
people.  Arguing about 
every problem allows 
the couple to solve prob-
lems before it becomes 
too late.  Just remember 
to take care about the 
words you use!  So—
want to show your love—
ARGUE with your part-
ner.  (A Dame and her 
spouse must be ecstatic!)

Everyone wish-
es speedy recoveries to 
Marie Anderson on her 
shoulder surgery and Jill 
Crain on her foot surgery.

Zelda Bruns held a 
very successful Garage 
Sale.  She donated many 
items to next year’s Crane 
Lake Bazaar.  Thank you 
to Zelda, we shall miss 
her.  Zelda will be moving 
to the Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, area in mid-Oc-
tober.  She would love to 
have company, so if your 
plans include being in 
that area, she would love 
to show visitors around 
her new home.  The days 
of her sale were cold, 
windy, some light rain or 
even snow.  South Caro-
lina now has temps in the 
70s.  Do we feel sorry for 
Zelda?  Not so much!

Chris and Lindsey 
White spent a weekend 
with Ruth Carlson har-
vesting wood for the win-
ter.

Did you know that 
Oct. 16 is National Boss’s 
Day? Boss’s Day is ded-
icated to all employers 
and provides a prospect 
of improving the liaison 
between employers and 
their staff. Many workers 
dedicate this day to their 
supervisors for various 
reasons, such as support-
ing staff with their jobs 
and careers. This obser-

vance also gives employ-
ees a chance to recognize 
those in supervisory posi-
tions.

The concept of 
National Boss’s Day 
began in 1958 when 
Patricia Bays Haroski, 
then an employee at State 
Farm Insurance Compa-
ny in Deerfield, Illinois, 
registered the holiday 
with the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 
She designated Oct. 16 as 
the special day because it 
was her father’s birthday. 
Haroski’s purpose was to 
designate a day to show 
appreciation for her boss 
and other bosses. She 
also hoped to improve 
the relationship between 
employees and supervi-
sors.

Four years later, in 
1962, Illinois Governor 
Otto Kerner backed Har-
oski’s registration and 
officially proclaimed the 
day. The event’s popular-
ity is growing outside the 
United States and is now 
also observed in coun-
tries such as Australia, 
India, and South Africa.

Some people give 
their bosses cards, gift 
certificates, or flow-
ers on Boss’s Day. This 
observance is becoming 
increasingly popular in 
various workplaces. It 
has received both praise 

and controversy.
Boss’s Day, which is 

on Oct. 16, is an obser-
vance and it is not a 
nationwide public holi-
day in the United States. 
If it falls on a weekend, 
then it is celebrated on 
the working day closest 
to it  

The best boss is the 
one you have when you 
are retired.

Let us hear from you! 
Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax to 218-757-

3533, or by phone to 
Sandy at 218-757-3233 
and it will be added.

Until next week the 
Teapot Dames are sing-
ing off.
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Weekly Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less
Stop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Winter Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective Now)

5:30-8 PM Daily
Starting October 8

5289 Lake Shore Dr, Nett Lake
Contact: 

RON LAROQUE
218-750-4369

for more information
and current buying prices.

* Twine Is Available *

NOW BUYING

NWFA gallery opens

Anne Sherve-Ose reads from 
her new book, “Mississippi 
Misadvantures” at the Cook 
Public Library last week. 
Sherve-Ose is a former canoe 
guide who has visited the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area for the past fifty years. 
Paddling the Mississippi pre-
sented unique challenges 
including flying carp, violent 
storms, and sharing the river 
with huge barge trains and 
alligators. The author splits 
her time between her farm in 
Iowa and a cabin on Elbow 
Lake. photo by C. Phillips
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mecoming 2018

Read the news 
from all three 

editions 
each week!

Timberjay 
subscribers get free 
access to the online 

e-edition
at

www.timberjay.com
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Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmobile. 
 Oct. 18, Nov. 8 & 29, Dec. 20
Nett Lake – 

Community Center      
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake 
– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 2:30 
p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       
For further information on the Bookmobile or 

Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 
55768  218-741-3840, or check our website at www.
alslib.info.

Cook Senior Citizens Club
COOK - The Cook Seniors meet monthly on the 

first Wednesday at 1 p.m. For more information, call 
Nancy at 666-2726 or Lois at 666-5578.

GRIZZLY UPDATE

Mail-A-Book services available
REGIONAL- As the 

cold winter approaches 
and driving can be dif-
ficult, paperback books, 
DVDs, and audio books 
on CD can arrive in your 
mailbox. 

The Mail-A-Book 
service from the Arrow-
head Library System 
(ALS) loans paperback 
books and other items 
via the U.S. Mail, free 
of charge. This tax-sup-
ported service delivers 
library items directly to 
your mailbox, including 
the cost of postage. They 
arrive in a canvas bag 
with a return label and 
prepaid return postage. 

Who is eligible for 
this service?  Rural res-
idents and people who 
live in a city without a 
public library. Paper cat-
alogs listing more than 
1,000 items are sent out 
twice a year to more 
than 2,250 households. 
If you are interested in 
cooking, audio books on 
CD, DVDs, inspiration-

al books, or children’s 
items, they also have 
catalogs listing the titles 
available from Mail-A-
Book. Do you have a 
favorite author? Mail-
A-Book can provide you 
with a list of available ti-
tles by that author. Also, 
Mail-A-Book items are 
listed in the regional on-
line catalog via the Inter-
net at www.alslib.info/
online_catalog/.

Items can be or-
dered by postcard, 
e-mail, phone, or a form 
on the ALS website at 
www.alslib.info/ ser-
vices/ mail-a-book and 
mailbook@alslib.info, 
or 218-741-3840. 

Find Mail-A-Book 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/alslibin-
fo.

If you need “large 
print” reading materials, 
the Arrowhead Library 
System has a collection 
of large print books.

Mail-A-Book staff 
are always happy to re-

Briefly

North Woods Principal John Vukmanich interviews one of the 
school’s newest teachers

Greenwood Community Recreation Board 

Silent Auction 
and

all you can eat PIZZA
at the 

VERMILION CLUB 
SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 20, 2018
                                        from 4:00 PM  to 7:00 PM

Come support ongoing maintenance and improvements 
to the Greenwood Recreation Area!

Everyone is Welcome! - Free-will donation for pizza

Over 30 Items for Auction   

To Get you Started on Your Holiday Shopping     

To donate auction items or with questions call Jarri Ankrum at 750-7236.

This week, I would 
like to introduce anoth-
er new teacher at North 
Woods School, Mr. Ba-
jan.  We welcome him to 
our team!

Mr. Vukmanich: 
Where did you grow up?

Mr. Bajan: Windsor, 
Conn., until age 10, then 
Simpsonville, S.C. I came 
to Minnesota in 2012.

Mr. V: What brought 
you to MN?

Mr. Bajan: I was 
working in program 
called Wilderness Voy-
age, which was a part-
nership between the Boy 
Scouts and the United 
States Forest Service.  It 
involved taking age 16 
and over Boy Scouts into 
the wilderness for two-
week trips to work on 
portage trails in Southern 
Quetico and Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area.  It’s 
a program that’s been go-
ing on for over 20 years 
and is the Scouts’ only in-
ternational program. 

Mr. V: What do you 

teach at North Woods?
Mr. B: 7-11 Spe-

cial Education, resource 
math/language arts.

Mr. V: Why did you 
become a teacher?  

Mr. B: I grew up 
in similar type roles as 
a camp counselor, Boy 
Scouts, youth confer-
ences, etc., and also had 
a particularly excellent 
AP English teacher who 
influenced me.  I went 
to college to be a history 
teacher, but after work-
ing with a teenager one-
to-one with some special 

needs, I changed my de-
gree to Special Educa-
tion.

Mr. V: Who were 
some of the teachers who 
influenced you?

Mr. B: Dr. Batten, my 
AP High School English 
teacher, and a couple of 
college professors, Dr. 
Emery and Dr. Wingard

Mr. V: What are some 
of your interests outside 
of the school day?

Mr. B: I try to spend 
time in the woods. I enjoy 
canoeing, music/singing, 
farming. I do some ren-

ovation work on the side. 
I enjoy being involved in 
pow-wows.

Mr. V: What is some-
thing you enjoy about 
working at North Woods?

Mr. B: The kids are 
really nice.  Kind stu-
dents and staff. There is 
an attitude that we are all 
a team, and that we are in 
this together.

Mr. V: What is a goal 
for you?

Mr. B: I am working 
on a Masters of Education 
in Teaching and Learning, 
and would also like to in-
crease student fluency in 
the Ojibwe language.

Mr. V: What was 
something new or unex-
pected about Northern 
Minnesota?

Mr. M: My first mi-
nus 40 degree was a 
shock!

I would like to thank 
Mr. Bajan for letting us 
get to know him a little 
better!

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

JOHN
VUKMANICH

RYAN
BAJAN

Meet Mr. Ryan Bajan

It’s homecoming week at North Woods! Here is the schedule of events for the upcoming week:

Retro Theme Days
Thursday Oct. 11: Grease vs. Greece
Friday Oct. 12:  Freaky Friday
Monday, Oct. 15: Manic Monday (pajama day - must be appropriate)
Tuesday, Oct. 16:  Meme/Vine Day
Wednesday, Oct. 17:   Spirit Day

Events/Activities
Monday, Oct. 15:     Coronation: 1:30 pm in the gym. Practice at 12:00 p.m.  Volleyball Game: 
   NW vs Chisholm, C/7/8 at 5:30 p.m., B at 5:45 p.m., A at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 17:   Homecoming Football Game: NW vs Ely, 7 p.m. Also Parents Night  
                                Homecoming Dance: 9 -11 p.m., in the Commons.

Dance Info: Costs are Single- $5, Couples- $7.  The dance is for grades 7 - 12. Seventh and 
Eighth graders must have permission slips to attend. Only students in grades 9-12 may bring a 
guest from another school. Students must also have a permission slip for out of town guests. All 
permission slips must be handed in by Wednesday, Oct. 17 by 12 noon.



G R E E N W O O D 
TWP- Once again, public 
comment proved to be 
a divisive portion of the 
Greenwood Town Board 
meeting on Tuesday.

For the second month 
in a row, Chairman Mike 
Ralston moved the public 
input to the end of the 
agenda. Public input over 
the past few months has 
been a mix of complaints 
and compliments on town-
ship issues.

Former Chairman 
John Bassing once again 
called out the board, this 
time for failing to pass a 
motion at the September 
meeting to approve the 
claims. He noted the town-
ship had been cited on this 
same issue by the state two 
years ago.

“This is an important 
thing,” Bassing said. The 
board then passed a motion 
retroactively approving 
the claims from the pre-
vious meeting.

Recreation committee 
member Noreen Butalla 
told the board the group 

is planning a clean-up 
day at the pavilion area, 
to get it ready for winter. 
The group is also hosting 
a pizza party and silent 
auction fundraiser on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 at the 
Vermilion Club from 4 
– 7 p.m.

Jeff Maus said moving 
public comment to the end 
of the meeting meant that 
residents did not get the 
chance to make meaning-
ful input into the month’s 
agenda items. He did note 
that he understood it was 
the board’s meeting to 
conduct.

Ralston noted that 
the input was still being 
considered. 

Maus then read a 
satirical note about poten-
tial township supervisor 
campaign ads highlight-
ing what he saw as bad 
faith by the current board 
members, but was quickly 
cut off by Ralston.

“That’s enough,” 
Ralston said. “This has 
nothing to do with board 
business.”

Steve Rodgers said 
he agreed with moving 
public input to the end of 

the meeting, since he felt 
it had “bogged down” the 
meeting before the actual 
township business got 
underway.

It was noted, as it 
has been in the past, that 
the monthly town board 
meeting is for the board to 
conduct business, and that 
they are under no obliga-
tion to take public input.

Ralston also said he 
personally was offend-
ed by John and Joann 
Bassing’s recent letter to 
the editor suggesting he 
was resistant to training. 
“I’ll go to training that I 
think is worthwhile for me 
to benefit this township,” 
he said. Bassing replied 
that he did need training 
to make sure the township 
approves claims at the 
meeting.

“We all make mis-
takes on this board,” 
Ralston said. “If you put 
all that energy into posi-
tive things, this township 
would be much better 
served.”

Ralston’s comments 
drew very loud applause 
from the audience.

Recycling 
canisters

Supervisor Carmen 
DeLuca told the board he 
had forwarded a littering 
complaint to the St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s depart-
ment after someone left 
several large cardboard 
boxes outside of the canis-
ters. The boxes had identi-
fying information, and the 
sheriff will be following up 
on the littering complaint.

DeLuca said the 
township should look at 
installing a new sign at 
the canisters, that clearly 
states the rules concerning 
the site. DeLuca will get a 
quote and preliminary sign 
design from Mesabi Sign 
for the next meeting.

“It’s too bad a few 
people are going to ruin 
it for everybody,” said 
Supervisor Paul Skubic.

DeLuca said he hoped 
that once the word got 

out that littering viola-
tions will be forwarded 
to the sheriff, things will 
improve.

T r e a s u r e r  P a m 
Rodgers noted that this 
recent issue was with a 
local property owner, not 
a tourist.

Maus claims
Fi re  depar tmen t 

member Jeff Maus sent 
an email to the town-
ship “to report multiple 
disrespectful workplace 
incidents.” The incidents 
included failure to consid-
er an employee grievance 
in good faith, derogatory 
comments, and untrue 
statements.

Clerk Sue Drobac 
read the email out loud. 
Copies had been emailed 
to all the supervisors but 
it was not included in the 
public packet.

The incidents all con-
cerned the town board’s 
reaction to Maus’s earlier 
grievance about the town-
ship’s refusal to pay for 
training time he had docu-
mented. Maus also singled 
out Ralston’s comments 
during the open meeting 
on the grievance where 
Ralston said that Maus’s 
request was due to “greed 
or saltiness.”

“Statements of this 
nature are derogatory and 
untrue,” wrote Maus, “and 
I believe seek to intimi-
date, retaliate and harass. 
There is no reason those 
words should have been 
used in the hearing.”

Maus also noted that 
he had been told his atten-
dance at the meeting was 
required, and he was told 
“it would go very badly” 
for him if he did not attend. 
He said this contradicted 
the township’s assertions, 
when denying his com-
pensation request for time 
spent on the grievance, 
that he was not required 
to be on the “premises at 
any time during which the 
grievance was processed.”

Maus asked the board 
to investigate his com-
plaints in accordance with 

the township’s person-
nel policy, adopted by 
the board in July 2017, 
under the disrespectful 
workplace section. The 
township policy defines 
disrespectful behavior to 
include harassment and 
intimidation.

Ralston noted that 
the complaint had been 
forwarded to the township 
attorney, and no further 
discussion was held.

Fire department
The town board 

accepted a $15,000 dona-
tion from the Bois Forte 
Band for the fire depart-
ment. The band makes 
an annual donation to the 
department for fire pro-
tection on the Vermilion 
Reservation, including 
Fortune Bay. Chief Dave 
Fazio said the department 
is planning a training at 
the resort casino in the 
near future.

Fazio told the board 
the department had also 
received a grant to pur-
chase a mechanical CPR 
device, at a cost of $10,000. 
The so-called “Lucas” 
device assists emergency 
responders in provid-
ing longer-term CPR. 
The Tower Ambulance 
Service already has a unit. 
Greenwood was chosen 
for this special grant for 
townships which do not 
have their own ambu-
lance service. Fazio said 
the Lucas device will be 
an important addition to 
the township’s emergen-
cy response equipment 
and could be especially 
important when respond-
ing out on the lake, allow-
ing responders to perform 
safe CPR while transport-
ing a patient on the fire 
boat back to a waiting 
ambulance.

Fazio reported that 
new fire fighter Roth 
Indihar has completed 
all his required training, 
including a live burn 
exercise, and that another 
member is starting EMR 
classes.

Jeff Maus told the 

board that he is pursu-
ing, at his own cost, Fire 
Instructor II training, and 
once certified this will 
allow him to oversee live 
burn and other advanced 
training for the department 
using equipment like the 
live burn trailer that can be 
loaned out from the state 
fire marshal.

The board reviewed 
the changes being made to 
the department’s Standard 
Operating Guidelines 
(SOGs) and Paid-on-Call 
policy (POC) and will 
forward them to the town-
ship attorney for review. 
The changes clarify what 
training the township will 
pay for and clarifies it will 
only reimburse for hours 
spent on in-classroom 
teaching. The changes 
also set up procedures 
for removing inactive fire 
fighters or EMRs from 
the department roster, and 
the process for returning 
township equipment once 
a member is terminated.

Other business
In other business the 

board:
  Will advertise for 

quotes for winter snow-
plowing.

   Heard that the 
township attorney will be 
forwarding information on 
the process for assessing 
property owners for paving 
on a township-owned road. 
Ralston noted the process 
appears to be complicated 
and expensive. He also 
said they will be sending 
out a letter to Birch Point 
Extension residents about 
brushing, which the town-
ship hopes to complete in 
the spring.

   Clerk Drobac 
reported that the township 
has spent about $9,100 
on maintenance related 
expenses such as plowing, 
lawn mowing, and clean-
ing the last 12 months.

  Heard that there are 
more people interested in 
being election judges.

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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Briefs

15th Annual

TSAA FALL AUCTION
Thursday, Nov. 8

The Wilderness at Fortune Bay 
5 p.m. Social Hour  v  6 p.m. Auction begins
Tickets $25 in advance or $30 at the door

(seating is limited, tickets should be purchased in advance)

 

A Fun-Filled Evening
v SOCIAL HOUR WITH GREAT FOOD v KARAOKE  (with Irene Hartfield)

FEATURING NEW GAMES AND PRIZES THIS YEAR
v RAFFLES   v PLINKO  v GAMES  v LIVE & SILENT AUCTION

Reserve your Ticket Today
Call Jodi at (218) 753-2950 

or stop by the Timberjay office in Tower
or mail to TSAA Auction, PO Box 636, Tower, MN 55790

Sponsored by the Tower-Soudan Athletic Association 
& Friends of Vermilion Country School

Money raised goes toward Tower-Soudan Youth Baseball, T-S Elementary & Youth Activities
Vermilion Country Charter School, & other Youth Educational Opportunities

GREENWOOD

Join us at the polls on Tuesday, November 6th

Here’s Our Team!

Amy Klobuchar
US Senate

Tina Smith
US Senate

Tim Walz
Governor

Keith Ellison
Attorney General

Steve Simon
Secretary of State

Rob Ecklund
State Rep. 3A

Joe Radinovich
Rep District 8

CUT & SAVE

Amy Klobuchar US Senate
Joe Radinovich Rep District 8
Tina Smith US Senate
Rob Ecklund State Rep. 3A
Tim Walz Governor
Keith Ellison Attorney General
Steve Simon Secretary of State
Julie Blaha State Auditor

SUPPORT YOUR NORTHERN MINNESOTA DFL TEAM

STOP PERMANENT TAX
CUTS TO THE WEALTHY!
Protect
• Social Security • Medicare
• Quality Education for our children
• Organized Labor

Provide Affordable
• Prescription Drugs
• Healthcare For All
• Post Secondary Education
• Rural Broadband Access

VOTE DFL Tuesday, November 6th

Question about registering and making sure you’re able to vote?
Call 1.218.283.1103 or go to www.DFL.org

Ordered and Paid for by Koochiching County DFL; Debbie Peterson co-chair, 235 4th Ave. Int’l Falls, MN 56649

Greenwood board, residents spar over public comments

Roses for sale by 
Virginia Rotary

VIRGINIA- Virginia 
Rotary Club is selling 
roses by the dozen. Red 
or mixed bouquets are 
$20 each. Preorder by 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 by 
calling Marge McPeak at 
218-753-3503. Roses can 
be picked up Thursday, 
Oct. 25 and Friday, Oct. 
26 at Virginia Floral, 320 
Chestnut St. in Virginia. 

Ladies Luncheon 
with local author 
Joni Jesme on 
Oct. 13

COOK- The Second 
Annual Ladies Luncheon, 
with guest speaker Joni 
Jeseme, author of “OMG! 
I’m Having a White 
Chair Day,” will be on 
Saturday, Oct. 13 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lake 
Vermilion Fire Brigade 
Hall, 8025 Oak Narrows 
Rd. in Cook. $24 sug-
gested minimum dona-
tion for lunch. Please 
RSVP by Monday, Oct. 
8 by email to lakevermil-
ionfirebrigade@gmail.
com or call Laurie Potter 
at 218-780-5486.



ELY– Official K-12 
school enrollment here as 
of Oct. 2 is down over last 
year, in part reflecting the 
impact of a relatively small 
incoming class of kinder-
garteners. The official 
number of 568 students 
is down 28 students from 
last year’s starting October 
enrollment of 596.  

ISD 696 school board 
members received the 
numbers at their regular 
meeting Monday night.

A Kindergarten class 
of a mere 29 students this 
year attributed to the drop 
in numbers, according 
to K-5 Principal Anne 
Oelke. Student numbers 
by grades often rise and 
fall in smaller school 
districts, sometimes dra-
matically, but the overall 
enrollment trend in Ely has 
been largely stable for the 
past decade. The district, 
for example, reported 563 
students in October of 
2008. Last year saw the 
highest enrollment in Ely 
since 2006, when the dis-
trict reported 609 students 
during the October count, 
which forms the basis for 
school funding for much 
of the year. 

For the 2018-2019 

school year, the Ely enroll-
ment numbers by class, 
(open enrollment in paren-
theses) according to Oelke 
and Anderson include: 
Kindergarten, 29 (4); 
first grade, 49 (8); second 
grade, 54 (8); third grade, 
42 (7); fourth grade, 48 (6); 
fifth grade, 44 (9); sixth 
grade, 53 (10); seventh 
grade, 40 (8); eighth grade, 
50 (8); ninth grade, 38 
(5); tenth grade, 36 (9); 
eleventh grade, 52 (10); 
and twelfth grade, 33 (5).

Enrollment numbers 
can fluctuate throughout 
the school year. In 2017-
2018 the district had an 
official enrollment of 596 
students, but lost as many 
as 12 students through 
attrition to end up with 584 
students by the end of the 
school year.

Superintendent Kevin 
Abrahamson reported to 
school board members that 
the district has 21 home-
schooled students for the 
2018-2019 school year as 
of Oct. 3.

Board member Heidi 
Mann asked if home-
schooled students were 
able to participate in the 
district’s extra-curricular 
activities. Abrahamson 
said that participation in 
activities and classes was 
allowed and some former 

home-schooled students 
have taken specific classes 
at the school.

Abrahamson said the 
number of home-schooled 
students has been fairly 
stable, if not trending 
downward.

“Last year we had 
19 students,” said board 
chair Ray Marsnik. “And 
just a couple of years ago 
we had as many as 40 or 
so home-school students.”

Abrahamson said he 
was not aware of any 
survey taken to determine 
why parents choose to 
home school their chil-
dren.

“Some of my fami-
lies do it for faith-based 
reasons,” Oelke said.

Principal Anderson 
reported the four-year 
graduation rated for Ely 
High School is 87.8 
percent, well above the 
state average of 82 percent. 
“Our seven-year average is 
at 97.6 percent,” she said, 
“as opposed to 86.9 percent 
as the state average. That’s 
really great that we are 
almost 10-percent above 
the state average.”

Event passes
S c h o o l  b o a r d 

members continued their 
conversation from the 

study session last month 
on the proposal to reinstate 
the policy of providing free 
passes for school staff to 
attend school events.

Abrahamson, with 
agreement from Athletic 
Director Tom Coombe, 
recommended that the 
board delay making a 
decision on the proposal 
until later in the school 
year. “Even though it is 
rather early in the school 
year, people have already 
bought (annual) passes, 
and we would be facing 
who would receive refunds 
and who wouldn’t,” he 
said.

The school board also 
discussed providing free 
event passes for students. 
“We should revisit this in 
January or February with 
the plan to implement next 
year,” he said.

“We could look at 
doing this starting in 2019-
2020,” Coombe added. He 
advised the board that next 
fall, both volleyball and 
football events will begin 
the week before the start 
of the school year. “We 
should address this well in 
advance next year.”

Facilities project
Board  members 

authorized a resolution 

establishing Architectural 
Resources, Inc. as the 
design firm to oversee 
the building connection 
and facilities renovation 
projects under discussion.

The Oct. 22 study 
session will start at 5 p.m. 
to allow board members 
the opportunity to discuss 
the project with faculty 
and staff. A representa-
tive from ARI will be 
available at the meeting 
to answer questions.

Abrahamson high-
lighted the letters received 
from the state Department 
of Education concerning 
the $495,000 School 
Safety Grant that ISD 
696 was awarded for 
the building connection 
project.

“It should be noted 
that while we were select-
ed, we have not obtained  
all of the criteria for 
receiving the money,” 
Abrahamson said. “We 
are in the pre-design or 
design phase right now 
and we have to put the 
other pieces together.” 

The grant will fund 
about 37 percent of the 
cost of connecting the 
buildings. “Part of the 
purpose of our next study 
session will be to deter-
mine how we intend to 

fund the rest of it,” he said.
“If there are schools 

that can’t accept the 
funding and money goes 
back into the pot, there 
is a chance we could 
be awarded additional 
dollars,” he added.

He suggested that 
school board members 
have their facility plan in 
place by at least March of 
next year. Abrahamson 
indicated in the grant 
application that con-
struction could start next 
spring with completion 
in the fall of 2020. “I 
anticipate two building 
seasons to complete this 
project,” he said.

In other business, the 
board:

 H i r e d  L y n n e 
Halverson for the part-
time para-professional 
position.

 Hired Richard 
Kovall for the part-time 
cafeteria aide position.

 Approved the 
renewal of positions for 
the 2018 fall musical, 
“Zombie Prom,” James 
Lah, director, Sarah 
Mason, musical director, 
Molly Olson, choreog-
rapher, and Ruth Lah, 
costumer.

ELY – The city 
of Ely is continuing its 
efforts to spur smarter 
use of technology for 
improved and success-
ful economic develop-
ment and ultimately an 
improved quality of life 
throughout the commu-
nity.

C l e r k - T r e a s u r e r 
Haro ld  Langowsk i 
told the Ely Economic 
Development Authority 
Tuesday night that the 
goal of establishing a reli-
able broadband network 
in the Ely area remains at 
the top of the list for many 
in the community and 
more funding is available 
to help reach that goal.

Similar to a program 
funded and facilitated 
two years ago by the 
Blandin Foundation, Iron 
Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation Board and 
St. Louis County, Ely and 
five other communities 
in northern Minnesota 
will again share $50,000 
in an effort to be more 
tech-savvy as better 
broadband is pursued and 
established throughout 
the Ely School District.

A  B r o a d b a n d 
Visioning Community 
Meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, Oct. 30, 
from 4-7 p.m. at Amici’s 
Events Center with the 
entire Ely community 
invited to join a coalition 
of local leaders to explore 
options and alternatives 
to improve broadband 
speed and availability. 
Representatives from the 
Blandin Foundation will 
again attend the meeting. 

“Over the past two 
years we have enhanced 
Ely’s web presence, 
assisted businesses to 
be more tech-savvy, 
distributed refurbished 
computers to families and 
pursued better broadband 
throughout the area,” 
Langowski said. “If you 
have any project ideas or 
proposals, please bring 
them to this meeting,” 
Langowski said. “If 
Blandin approves them, 
they fund them, and small 
(community) groups 
carry the projects out. 
The last few projects went 
very well. This is a great 
program.”

Past projects of this 
initiative included the 
establishment of the 
“Elyite” website and the 
Ten Below co-working 
business development 
center. Project catego-
ries include, but are not 
limited to, broadband 
access, workforce inno-

vation, digital equity 
and marketing. “The Ely 
Broadband Coalition 
continues to work toward 
completing these goal and 
needs community input to 
continue these efforts,” 
Langowski said.

“These projects, with 
leadership and support, 
can move forward to be 
considered for funding by 
our steering committee,” 
he added. New members 
are always welcome on 
the steering committee.

For more informa-
tion, contact Langowski 
at elyod@ely.mn.us, or 
call 218-226-5449.

The Ely City Council 
will attend the gathering 
as their monthly study 
session.

More economic 
development

E l y ’ s  e c o n o m i c 
development advisor, 
John Fedo, updated the 
authority on his monthly 
activity and highlighted 
the Trails Task Force. “It 
is beginning to become 
more and more of a hub 
of activity, particularly 
within the Arrowhead 
Regional Development 
Commission,” he said. 
“The $1 million appro-
priation for the trailhead 
here in Ely is continuing 

to develop.”
The IRRRB is over-

seeing the awarding of 
$3 million in trail grants 
over the next several 
weeks, according to Fedo. 
He anticipates additional 
funding to be awarded 
to continue the efforts to 
bring the Mesabi, Taconite 
and Prospectors Loop 
trails to the planned trail-
head facility on the west 
end of town.

A trailhead center for 
all three trails along with 
adequate parking areas, 
near the current St. Louis 
County recycle center is 
planned for construction, 
beginning next spring, 
according to Mayor Chuck 
Novak.
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ELY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

(218) 365-8739
www.ebch.org

328 W. Conan St. 
Ely, MN 55731 

-

ELY-BLOOMENSON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
Wednesday, Oct. 3 2-6pm
Friday, Oct. 5 8am-1pm
Wednesday, Oct. 24 2-6pm
Thursday, Nov. 1 8am-1pm

 
DURING PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

Tuesday, Nov. 13 3:30-7pm Washington Elementary
Thursday, Nov. 15 3:30-7pm Ely Memorial High School
 

BUSINESS WELLNESS DAYS
 EBCH understands the difficulty for small business owners to 
get away from their business. Local businesses can schedule an 
appointment by calling 365-8739 and we will come to your place 
of business with free flu shots for you and your staff.

Monday, Oct. 22 9am-5pm
Tuesday, Oct. 23 9am-5pm

 
BABBITT & TOWER

Tuesday, Oct. 16 8-11am Babbitt City Hall
Tuesday, Oct. 16 1-4pm  Tower Civic Center

FREE FLU SHOTS

Adventures in Music
Featuring winners

of MSO’s 4th
Annual Young

Artist Competition

www.MesabiSymphonyOrchestra.org

Ely, MN - Washington Auditorium
Saturday, October 13, 7:00pm

Virginia, MN - Goodman Auditorium
Sunday, October 14, 2:30pm

ISD 696

Ely schools report 568 students for 2018-2019 enrollment
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Broadband a high priority for economic development
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TOWER...Continued from page 1

centerpiece for the cultural 
center, which will provide 
gallery and performance 
space, as well as offices 
and meeting rooms.  

Cultural Center offi-
cials hope that construc-
tion will get underway yet 
this fall.

In other action, the 
council appeared ready to 
grant a request by proposed 
RV park developer Dave 
Rose to refund a total of 
$3,163.75 out of $7,500 he 
had placed in escrow two 
years ago, to finance the 
cost of an SEH review of 
an environmental assess-
ment worksheet on his 
proposed RV park along 
the East Two River. Last 
month, Rose said he was 
withdrawing his propos-

al and had asked for an 
accounting of the money 
billed to his account. SEH 
engineer Matt Bolf report-
ed that $4,336.25 had been 
billed, which prompted 
an objection from Rose, 
who questioned why he 
was being charged at all 
when other developers 
had not been charged. But 
Bolf said no other private 
developer has proposed a 
project requiring an EAW 
in the 11 years since he 
started working for the city 
of Tower. 

Councilor Lance 
Dougherty made a motion 
to refund the $3,163 to 
Rose, and got a second, 
but he then withdrew 
the motion at Rose’s 
request. Rose asked that 

the money be held for 
now, in anticipation that 
he might resubmit the 
project after the election. 
He said he had heard that 
a new council might be 
friendlier to his propos-
al, but he later clarified 
that, indicating that no 
candidates had made any 
promises, other than that 
they would follow the 
city’s ordinance. 

Rose contends that 
under the city’s ordinance 
and state rules he could 
construct as many as 24 
RV sites, but Planning 
and Zoning Chair Steve 
Altenburg and City Clerk-
Treasurer Linda Keith 
have told him that the 
planning commission is 
unlikely to approve more 

than 15. 
“Nobody has made 

any promises,” said Rose 
in a telephone interview. 
“What I’ve been told is 
that they’ll have to start 
doing stuff the way the 
rules are,” he said. 

In his engineer’s 
report, Bolf reported that 
construction of the new 
TEDA manufacturing 
building appears to be 
behind schedule. He said 
he has a meeting with the 
builders planned to get an 
update on progress. “I had 
hoped to see walls up by 
now,” he said. 

In other action, the 
council voted 2-1, with 
Dougherty voting against, 
to raise the ambulance 
rates by $100 per run for 
both basic life support 
and advanced life support 
as well to increase the 
loaded mile rate. The rate 
increases amount to 16 
percent per loaded mile, 
12 percent for BLS and 
seven percent for ALS.

Ambulance direc-
tor Altenburg made the 
recommendation for the 
increase after claiming 
earlier in the meeting that 
the ambulance service 
was showing a $67,000 
fund balance after six 
months of the paid 
on-call service, although 
his report provided no 

explanation or detail for 
his claim. “Why are we 
asking for a rate increase if 
the fund balance is going 
up by $67,000?” asked 
Dougherty. 

Altenburg said it was 
time for an increase, since 
the last hike had been 
implemented in 2016 and 
that failure to implement 
an increase for 2019 
would require a bigger 
increase in the future. 

And Altenburg said 
other expenses, such as the 
cost of equipping a third 
ambulance, were going 
to make the ambulance 
budget look “very poor” 
at the end of the year. He 
said the department is 
going to have to replace 
an ambulance and has 
only half of the funding 
that will be required. He 
said he’s trying to get the 
Ambulance Commission 
to approve a change in 
the funding mechanism 
to increase the revenue for 
ambulance replacement, 
but he has been having dif-
ficulty convincing some 
area townships of the need 
for the change. 

Altenburg also said 
the ambulance depart-
ment has experienced 
higher-than-normal costs 
for truck repair and main-
tenance, which is contrib-
uting to budget problems. 

Since its shift to paid 
on-call, the department 
has been accepting more 
non-emergency inter-hos-
pital patient transfers, 
which has increased the 
department’s revenue, but 
also added to vehicle wear 
and tear. 

Altenburg points to 
a sizable increase in the 
number of runs this year 
as justification for the 
paid on-call service. The 
department has undertak-
en 62 more runs through 
September than last year, 
although roughly two-
thirds of that increase can 
be attributed to a jump in 
non-emergency transfers 
which the department 
is undertaking in order 
to help pay for the paid 
on-call service. 

In other action, the 
council:

 Pulled a discussion 
of the harbor and river 
trail project bid until 
Bolf can meet with the 
bidders, Nordic Group, of 
Hermantown, to find ways 
to reduce the project cost 
to within the $679,000 in 
funding. 

 Approved two 
pay estimates totaling 
$111,720 for the ongoing 
work on the TEDA build-
ing. 

  Approved an 
airport project change 
order. 

 Approved adding 
Randy Johnson to the 
casual labor pool.

 Approved a motion 
to request that Walker, 
Giroux and Hahne com-
plete the 2019 audit for 
a cost of $23,000. That 
would be a reduction 
from the $23,900 that the 
auditor had proposed.

2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM

BONE BUILDERS
The RSVP Bone Builders Class is a nationally-praised exercise 
program designed to help maintain bone mass, build on existing 

bone mass and improve balance.  The program’s goal is to 
empower women and men to reduce their osteoporosis risk 

through proper exercise and to maintain their independence and 
quality of  life.  Classes start October 16th and will run from 

3:30-4:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays through winter in the 
basement of  the Pioneer Building in Cook.

To Join The Class
Call Scenic Rivers Cook Medical at 218-666-5941 with any 
questions or to reserve a spot in the class.  Each participant 

should bring their own adjustable ankle weights.
Please wear comfortable clothing.

Reservations are limited, call today!

FILED  AN  EXTENSION?

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select the 
“Tax Tips” link, or call us.

Remember the October 15 deadline for filing.
File for FREE at IRS.gov--search: FREE FILE
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ELLISON...Continued from page 1

nies and keeping health-
care accessible is the 
congressman’s continued 
support for single-payer 
healthcare, a position 
he adopted during the 
2016 election when he 
was a vocal supporter 
of presidential candi-
date,Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
of Vermont.

“We need to help 
history along,” Ellison 
said, “and this is the only 
sensible way to do it.”

On keeping wages 
fairer, the congressman 
said many companies are 
not complying with the 
state’s prevailing wage 
law.

“I am personally 
appalled at how wages 
have stagnated while the 
wealthiest people get 
more,” he said.

Ellison used steel-
workers as an example of 
wage stagnation, criticiz-
ing steel corporations for 
not passing on windfalls 
from last year’s federal 
corporate tax cut, to their 
employees. That predic-
ament has prompted the 
possibility of strikes at 
not only mines on the Iron 
Range, but nationwide.

Ellison, in one of the 
evening’s few comments 
on his Republican oppo-
nent, Doug Wardlow, 
said Wardlow’s support 
of right-to-work legisla-
tion and eroding union 
representation had the 
potential to hurt the state’s 
residents.

“ U n i o n  d e c l i n e 
and wage decline are 
linked,” Ellison said. “He 
(Wardlow) wants to turn 
us into Wisconsin and 
attack public employees. 
He has been a leader 
in trying to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. He 
wanted to tear the whole 

thing down.”
The congressman also 

attacked Wardlow over 
his attachment to the 
Alliance for Defending 
Freedom, which has been 
defined as a hate group 
by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, and his push 
to curtail rights of LGBT 
individuals. Wardlow 
was involved in the fight 
against putting unisex 
bathrooms in the Anoka-
Hennepin School District  
a few years ago following 
several LGBT student 
suicides. Wardlow has 
also been a proponent of 
allowing business owners 
to discriminate based on 
beliefs, something Ellison 
took issue with.

“In America you can’t 
not serve someone based 
on how they look or what 
they believe,” he said. “We 
can’t go back to the bad 
old days.”

Following his stump 
speech, Ellison took  com-
ments from the crowd,; the 
first was about the lack of 
broadband internet access.

“You need to get 
what you are paying for,” 
he said. “In every single 
meeting I have had in 
Northern Minnesota, this 
is a recurring problem.”

Ellison was unaware 
of the ongoing Public 
Utilities Commission’s 
inquiry into Frontier 
Communications but said 
he would study the issue. 

Ellison said the gov-
ernment should have a 
larger hand in helping 
pay for rural broadband 
access. He compared the 
need for internet access to 
rural electrification efforts 
nearly a century ago.

The internet, Ellison 
said, is necessary for 
businesses and education 
alike, and is one of the 

equalizers in ensuring 
economic equality.

Sexual assault 
allegation

Ellison faced a ques-
tion over allegations made 
by a former girlfriend that 
he sexually assaulted her 
two years ago.

“I’ve made it clear this 
never happened,” Ellison 
said.

Recently the DFL 
hired one of its own 
attorneys to conduct an 
investigation - one that 
showed the allegations 
were unfounded.

“They (the DFL) 
didn’t do it for me, they 
did it to protect their own 
brand,” Ellison said. “All 
of the documents were 
submitted and she (the 
investigator) determined 
there was no wrongdo-
ing.”

Even though Ellison 
will end his tenure as a 
congressman at the end of 
the year, he has requested 
a House Ethics Committee 
review of the case, some-
thing which has not moved 
forward.

As of writing, two law 
enforcement agencies in 
Minneapolis and Dakota 
County, have refused to 
investigate the claim as 
well.

The question of the 
alleged sexual assault led 
to a follow up question 
on the congressman’s 
stance on women’s issues 
in general and particu-
larly his support for the 
Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA).

“I believe that the 
ERA is one of the most 
important things we could 
ever pass,” he said. As 
Attorney General, the role 
would be for us to use the 

pulpit to gain support.”
The ERA is  an 

unratified Constitutional 
Amendment originally 
passed in 1972 that guar-
antees equal rights and fair 
wages for all sexes. The 
amendment has not yet 
been ratified by enough 
states to become law.

Ellison also expressed 
support for repealing “pink 
taxes” which charge tax on 
women’s health products.

“When you pay a 
woman less, but charge 
her more, you are doing 
an injustice and you also 
lower family incomes 
overall,” he said.

He also said sex traf-
ficking, especially that 
among Native American 
women, needed to be 
addressed more fully by 
state law enforcement 
officials.

Other issues
While Ellison did not 

speak about his views on 
mining, he did say the 
state had a right to defend 
itself against state and 
federal environmental 

infractions. He also said 
the long-term impacts of 
projects should be taken 
seriously in their environ-
mental assessments.

“We cannot allow 
precious commodities 
to be wasted on short 
term gains,” he said. 
Ellison used the example 
of years-long battles 
between 3M and the Twin 
Cities suburbs of Cottage 
Grove and Oakdale 
after they dumped dan-
gerous chemicals into 
the watershed without 
proper documentation 
and reporting.

The result has been 
a large cancer cluster, 
especially among young 
people, in central and 
southern Washington 
County.

On immigration, 
Ellison said the debate 
affected Minnesota.

“Minnesota  has 
quite a lot to do with 
immigration,” he said. 
“Minnesota would have 
seen a decline in our 
population if it wasn’t 
for immigration,” and 

said that the state would 
likely have lost at least 
one congressional seat if 
it weren’t for the influx of 
immigrants.

He said industries, 
especially agriculture 
and food processing, 
have been able to keep 
their doors open in 
cities like Willmar and 
Worthington because of 
immigrants.

He also cited the 
experience of one of 
his own staffer’s family 
members who benefited 
from a bone marrow 
transplant  from a family 
member in Iran, some-
thing that currently would 
not be allowed under 
President Trump’s immi-
gration ban on some 
Muslim-majority coun-
tries.

Wednesday’s cam-
paign stop was spon-
sored by the Northern 
Progressives. The group 
is holding town hall-style 
meetings with candidates 
who accept their invi-
tation.

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

#1298U Black

2019 Chevy Equinox AWD LT

$27,077

2015 Chevy Equinox
ZLT

$19,995
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$19,995
2016 Chevy Silverado LT

Double Cab 4x4

$29,995
#5624U Tungsten

2011 Chrysler Town & Country
Touring

$10,995
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- $1,302
- $2,889 
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Mike Motor’s Discount
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GM Financing Cash*

*Must finance with GM financial to qualify.
Silver Ice
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2015 Jeep Renegade
Trailhawk 4x4

#8885U Red

2015 Jeep Wrangler
Sahara Unlimited 4x4

#2054U Silver
$32,995

2011 Mitsubishi Outlander
Sport

#2298U Silver

$6,995

plus tax, title and licensing fees

Certified,
Pre-Owned

SAVINGS!
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Falling Leaves••••

Falling Prices
Falling Leaves

Leather
AWD

CAROL...Continued from page 1

years, she taught English 
at Vermilion Community 
College and did important 
work outside the class-
room as well. 

In the early 1980s, 
Orban organized the 
Northwoods Whole Foods 
Co-op in Ely and has long 
since supported the efforts 
of the Ely Area Food 
Shelf to provide healthy 
food to everyone in the 
community. 

As an organizer of 
EMPOWER, she was 
active in supporting 
women’s rights and LGBT 

issues. “If there was a need 
in Ely, often Carol helped 
to fill it,” the biography 
states.

Since 1985,  the 
McKnight Foundation has 
recognized Minnesotans 
who have improved the 
quality of life for current 
and future generations with 
the Virginia McKnight 
Binger Awards in Human 
Service. In 2015, MCN 
partnered with McKnight 
to coordinate and present 
the first-ever Unsung 
Hero Awards, honoring 
individuals who were 

doing life-changing work 
in communities across 
Minnesota with little or 
no recognition.

“We are extremely 
thrilled to be partner-
ing with the McKnight 
Foundation to celebrate 
and recognize the incred-
ible work of these award 
recipients,” said Jon Pratt, 
executive director of the 
Minnesota Council of 
Nonprofits. “It was clear 
throughout the nomination 
process how much they 
were respected, not just 
by their nominators, but 

by the communities they 
have personally touched. 
What an inspiration they 
are to so many others who 
do impactful yet often 
unrecognized work in 
Minnesota and beyond.”

T h e  M i n n e s o t a 
Council of Nonprofits 
works to inform, promote, 
connect and strength-
en individual nonprofits 
and the nonprofit sector. 
Founded in 1987 to meet 
the increasing information 
needs of nonprofits and 
to convene nonprofits 
to address issues facing 

the sector, MCN is the 
largest state association 
of nonprofits in the U.S. 
with over 2,100 member 
organizations.

This year’s other 
winners included: 

 Bemidji resident 
Joseph Day, a longtime 
activist in the Native 
American communities of 
northwestern Minnesota. 

 Memoona Ghani, 
of Maple Grove. Ghani 
is a Pakistani immigrant 
who has devoted her time 
to dispelling myths around 
Islam and the Muslim 

community.
 Wynfred Russell, of 

Brooklyn Park. A Liberian 
immigrant, Russell is a 
pioneer and visionary 
devoted to advocacy on 
behalf of disenfranchised 
communities.
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LOGS...Continued from page 1
to sleep indoors for most 
of the week. 

Sunny conditions last 
Thursday were welcomed 
at the outdoor classroom.

Gerald David, of 
GFD Woodworking, a 
German-trained timber 
framer, taught the stu-
dents log material and 

axe handling techniques, 
proper sharpening and 
storage of the tools, and 
shaping, hewing, and 
dovetail joinery.

“They start with rough 
cut logs, typically red pine, 
and start with debarking 
using a draw knife,” David 
said. “We then square 

them and remove all the 
material that isn’t part of 
the squared log. There 
is lots of chopping and 
shaving and detail work 
that goes into working with 
the raw logs to shape them 
into timber.”

They hoped to make 
enough logs to build a 
small log-cabin. “The 
structure will be used 
to teach chinking and 
daubing methods to future 
AmeriCorps members,” 
he said. AmeriCorps 
members preserve histor-
ic buildings all around the 
state during their service 
terms using the methods 
taught at the Halfway 
Station. 

“ I  r ea l l y  en joy 
working with my hands 
and learning to use these 
traditional hand tools is 
a real education, and a 
great workout,” said Dylan 

Walker. “It was pretty 
cold when we started this 
morning but the sunshine 
and the hard work warmed 
us up pretty quick.”

The project is partly 
funded by the Historic 
Preservation Education 
Foundation and with help 
from the state Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund 
through the Minnesota 
Historical Society.

Northern Bedrock’s 
mission is to develop 
enduring workforce and 
life skills in young people 
through service learn-
ing that supports histor-
ic preservation for the 
common good, according 
to Operations Director 
Rhea Harvey.

Northern Bedrock 
Historic Preservation 
Corps was established in 
2011 to meet two con-
verging needs: an aging 
stock of historic structures 
and landscapes in need of 
maintenance and repair, 
and a growing need to 
create a pathway for young 
adults into the preservation 

trades workforce, she said. 
 “Northern Bedrock 

utilizes a corps model 
and partners with trades 
professionals to provide 
young adults with hands-
on experience and training 
in the historic preservation 
trades,” she said. “Our 

AmeriCorps program 
works with young adults, 
18-25 years old, from 
across the region. Corps 
members work at project 
sites across Minnesota and 
receive training in a variety 
of preservation areas over 
a six-month field season.”

B I WA B I K ,  M I N N E S O TA

6329 WYNNE CREEK DRIVE, BIWABIK, MINNESOTA 55708

| GIANTSRIDGE.COM@GIANTSRIDGE

SEASON PASSES
ON SALE NOW

EARLY BIRD SALE THRU OCT 21ST

BUY ONLINE AT GIANTSRIDGE.COM  
OR CALL (218) 865- 8005

Log-hewing instructor Gerald David, top, sharpens one of several axes 
used in his teaching.  Red pine logs, above are straight and make per-
fect material for log structures. photos by K. Vandervort

AmeriCorp students, above,  gather for a group 
photo before breaking for lunch last Thursday 
at the Halfway Ranger Station historic site out-
side of Ely. Sam Taggert, below, takes a swing 
at a log as he works to flatten one side.
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                                         VOLEYBALL

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

.

Football

Volleyball

Friday Oct. 12
North Woods at
Floodwood, 7 p.m.

Ely hosts Silver Bay, 
7 p.m.

Wednesday Oct. 17
North Woods hosts Ely, 
7 p.m.

Sports 
week

Thursday Oct. 11
Ely hosts Nashwauk -
Keewatin, 7 p.m.

NE Range at Silver Bay, 
6:30 p.m.

Monday Oct. 15
North Woods hosts 
Chisholm, 7 p.m.

NE Range at Cherry,
7 p.m.

Tuesday Oct. 16
North Woods at South 
Ridge, 7 p.m.

NE Range hosts 
Floodwood, 7 p.m.

Ely hosts Silver Bay, 
7 p.m.

Cross-Country
Tuesday Oct. 16
North Woods, Ely and NE 
Range at Proctor, 4 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

OUCH!
E L Y –  T h e 

Timberwolves slipped to 
2-4 on the season on Friday 
as undefeated Cook County 
spoiled their Seniors’ Night 
festivities with a 56-6 rout. 

The Vikings scored 
early and often, starting 
with a two-play opening 
drive that put them up 8-0 
after the conversion. 

“We ran into a very 
good football team Friday,” 
said Ely Head Coach Cory 
Lassi. “They had the rare 

combination of speed and 
size and we weren’t able 
to do much on either side 
of the ball because of it.”

Ely showed some 
defensive spark early, as 
they held off the Vikings 
in their second possession. 
The Vikings had driven to 
the Ely seven-yard-line, 
with first and goal, but the 
Wolves, helped by two 
Vikings penalties, forced 
the ball over on downs. 

Ely couldn’t take 
advantage of their brief 
momentum, however, and 

Vikings top Ely in a rout
by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

Above: Halfback Nick Mattila breaks through the Vikings’ defensive 
line assisted by Alex Motes and Josh Larson.
Left: Defensive tackle Tjae Banks tries to down the Vikings’ Josh Prom 
as he rushes down the field.
photos by K. Vandervort

ELY— The Timberwolves 
improved to 17-6 on the season 
on Monday and head into the 
final week of the regular season 
looking like a contender in the 
Section 7A playoffs. A sole loss 
to 20-3 North Woods was the 
week’s only blemish.

Hosting 6-14 Mt. Iron-Buhl 
on Monday, the Wolves got the 
job done, winning in straight 
sets, 25-15, 25-22, and 25-22. 

“This was not the pret-
tiest night of volleyball,” 
said Ely Head Coach Andrea 
Thomas.  “Our energy level 
wasn’t there and we were really 
flat. We had a number of serving 

errors in set two and just had a 
hard time keeping the momen-
tum.”

Junior Brielle Kallberg 
posted a strong performance, 
notching 12 kills, nine digs, 
and three blocks, while class-
mate Erika Mattson added nine 

Wolves down MI-B at home
Kenzie Peterson (left) and Winter Sainio go for the block against the Mt. Iron - Buhl 
Rangers. photo by J. Greeney

See ROUT...pg. 2B

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

CULVER - The end is in 
sight for a tough season at North 
Woods. With only two games 
remaining, less than a week 
apart, the team is recovering 
from a loss on the road at South 
Ridge, 38-18.

“We had untimely mistakes 
on blocking schemes and had 
two costly turnovers,” said 
Head Coach John Jirik. “We had 
two players out in the first half 
due to injuries. Both injuries 
appear to be minor but may keep 
the players out a game or two.”

The coach declined to 
comment on which players 
would be out with injuries.

Even with the loss, Jirik 
said, the team still played really 
well given the cold and rainy 
conditions, and with backup 
players filling the gaps in the 
line.

Offensively, the team 
improved over last week, 
racking up 282 yards against 

the Panthers and scoring three 
touchdowns.

Chase Kleppe passed for 
108 yards completing 19 of 22 
attempts along with five runs for 
six yards. Kleppe also led the 
defensive line with 16 tackles.

TJ Chiabotti rushed for 
105 yards on 13 carries, while 
Nathan Crain gained 57 yards 
on 12 carries and posted 10 
tackles. Brody Driscoll added 
eight tackles for the Grizzlies.

The Grizzlies stay on the 
road for another week, meeting 
Floodwood on Friday. 

They’ll play their home-
coming game and regular 
season finale next Wednesday 
against Ely. 

Kickoff for both games is 
7 p.m.

Mistakes and injuries 
plague Grizzlies
Four starters out going into final games 
of the season
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

NASHWAUK— A 
series of road victories 
have put the 20-3 Grizzlies 
in a good position heading 
into the final week of the 
Section 7A regular vol-
leyball season. The girls 
took second place at the 
weekend’s Mesabi East 
Tournament in Aurora and 
swept the Spartans here on 
Monday evening.

North Woods opened 
the tournament in Aurora 

defeating Floodwood 
25-22 and 25-19 before 
defeating Chisholm 25-21 
and 25-10. The team would 
then go on to defeat Ely for 
the third time this season 
25-18 and 28-26.

The team did not 
keep stats during their 
weekend tourney in 
Aurora but swept each 
of their opponents before 
Duluth Marshall found 
their number in the cham-
pionship match, winning 
16-25, 25-23 and 15-7.

“I think we were 

starting to get tired,” 
assistant coach Dee Ann 
Sandberg said of their 
final game. “We started 
out strong and then we let 
them back in too much and 
they won.”

The loss would only 
be a temporary setback for 
the Grizzlies as they came 
back for the kill Monday 
evening in Nashwauk, 
handily defeating the 
Spartans in a three-set 
sweep, 25-12, 25-21, 
25-15.

As the post-season 

approaches, however, 
Sandberg isn’t letting 
the team’s regular season 
success go to their heads 
and is focusing on what 
they still need to do in order 
to improve.

“We need to become 
more aggressive,” she 
said. “We need to take 
control of the game and 
play our game, not theirs.  
We seem to get ahead in 
our games and then let 
off and let the other teams 

Grizz take second at Mesabi East 
by Marcus White
Cook-Orr Editor

Coley Olson up for a hit against Chisholm’s 
Megan Danielson. photo by C. Stone

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B



Minnesota Remembers 
Vietnam event on 
Oct. 13

HIBBING- The St. Louis County Historical 
Society is inviting veterans, especially Vietnam 
veterans, spouses and familes to share in a meal and 
conversation. This event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
13 from 4 - 6 p.m. in the Hibbing Memorial Building.

The historical society received a grant through 
the Minnesota Humanities Center for focused pro-
gramming on Vietnam veterans and those affected 
by the war. The programming is centered on the PBS 
documentary, “The Vietnam War,” by Ken Burns and 
Lynn Novick. The purpose of these events is open 
communication between anyone willing to participate.

The evenings are free and open to the public, 
but seating is limited and RSVPs are encouraged to 
plan the meals. For more 
information or to reserve 
your spot, contact the 
historical society at 218-
733-7586.

CROSS COUNTRY

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950
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DULUTH— Ely’s 
Luke Olson once again led 
the Ely boys cross-country 
team to a strong seventh 
place finish at the Swain 
Invitational in Duluth 
this past Saturday. Olson 
finished in the top-three 
against a field of 225 Class 

A runners, with a time of 
16:44.17. He was one of 
only five runners in his 
class to run the course in 
under 17 minutes. 

Emmett  Fal tesek 
posted a strong perfor-
mance as well, finishing 
30th in the big field with 
a time of 17:50.7, while 
Gabe Pointer was right 
behind with a time of 

17:53.1, good for 33rd 
place. Those strong finish-
es put Ely in the seventh 
spot, with a team score 
of 229, among a field 
of 32 teams from across 
Minnesota. 

The Ely girls found a 
bit tougher going, finishing 
20th in a 28-team field. 
Eighth-grader Zoe Devine 
posted the team’s best 

time, finishing in 21:03.3, 
followed by classmate 
Phoebe Helms, who fin-
ished in 22:39.3. Devine 
finished 18th against a 
field of 198 runners, while 
Helms finished in the 66th 
spot. The teams were set to 
compete Tuesday, Oct. 9, 
in International Falls, but 
results were not available.  

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Ely x-country takes seventh in Duluth

Ely-Northeast Range takes several medals in Virginia
VIRGINIA - The 

combined Ely-Northeast 
Range girls swim team 
competed here Tuesday 
evening bringing in mul-
tiple top three awards. 
Brooke Pasmick claimed 
first in the 50-meter free-

style, while teammate 
Kayla Mellesmoen took 
third. Mellesmoen also 
placed second in the 100-
meter freestyle.

Kelly Thompson took 
second place in the 200-
meter freestyle, while 

Morgan McClelland fin-
ished second in the 500-
meter free.

Meanwhile, Pasmick, 
Cedar Ohlhauser, Abby 
Koivisto and Elizabeth 
Omerza took third place 
in the 200-meter medley 

relay, while Lily Tedrick 
took third place in both 
the 200-meter individual 
medley and the 100-meter 
fly . 

The team also took 
second and third place for 
the 400-meter relay.

ELY— Water Legacy 
attorney Paula Maccabee 
provided an update on the 
PolyMet mining project 
to a packed house at the 
Tuesday Group gathering 
at the Grand Ely Lodge 
this week. Maccabee has 
followed the project for 
years and has sought to 
ensure that the company 
and the agencies abide 
by state and federal laws 
designed to protect the 
environment. 

PolyMet is in the 
midst of a decade-long 
review and permitting 
process over the state’s first 
proposed copper-nickel 
sulfide mine and it contin-
ues to face potential legal 
challenges from Maccabee 
and others on multiple 
fronts . 

“Our request for a sup-
plemental environmental 
impact statement is now in 
the Court of Appeals (see 
separate story page 3) and 
in the next month or two 
we will be filing briefs,” 
she said.

The 6,600-acre federal 
land exchange needed 

for the mine is another 
subject of litigation. While 
that land transfer offi-
cially closed in June, the 
parties have agreed that 
the deal could still be 
undone if Water Legacy 
and other environmental 
groups prevail in the case. 
“One of the reasons that 
WaterLegacy sued and 
asked the courts for an 
injunction is that once a 
party asks for an injunc-
tion, the court precedent 
is that if we ever do get 
our day in court and the 
judge decides that PolyMet 
got a low-ball inappropri-
ate appraisal, the court 
could still unwind the land 
exchange,” she said.

Meanwhile, Maccabee 
is watching to see if federal 
legislation designed to 
enact the exchange into 
law moves forward before 
a new Congress takes over 
in 2019.

Maccabee is also chal-
lenging draft environmen-
tal permits, including the 
permit to mine, that the 
Minnesota Department of 
Resources and Pollution 
Control Agency have 
issued. “WaterLegacy 
has contested all of them, 
and we also asked for an 
independent evidentiary 
hearing,” Maccabee said. 
The DNR has yet to decide 
whether it will allow a 
contested case hearing on 
the permits.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Maccabee, the MPCA has 
also put out draft permits 
for water pollution and 
a draft certification indi-
cating “there is nothing 
to worry about here, we 
are just going to allow it 
to happen.” WaterLegacy 
has opposed those permits 
and certification, and again 
asked for a contested case 
hearing in front of an 
administrative law judge.

At the same time, 

Maccabee is waiting to 
hear more from the Army 
Corps of Engineers, which 
oversees impacts to wet-
lands. “The Army Corps 
of Engineers’ permits 
to destroy wetlands will 
probably be the last one 
discussed,” Maccabee 
said. “Just to remind 
people, the Army Corps of 
Engineers has not decided 
whether the environmental 
impact statement is ade-
quate or not.”

While some in the 
region see the PolyMet 
project as inevitable, 
Maccabee said it may still 
be stopped over environ-
mental concerns.  “There 
is hope. There is a court 
system. Every time I have 
had an opportunity to get 
in front of an independent 
(judge) there has been a 
chance to protect the envi-
ronment. Fact and law may 
not matter in our current 
administrative agencies, 
but they still matter to 
administrative hearing 
judges, at least for now.”

Maccabee also chal-
lenged the perception that 
the PolyMet mine would 
bring a major boost to the 
Iron Range economy. 

“What PolyMet ini-
tially said in its draft permit 
to mine in 2009 is that 
there is the potential of 360 
permanent jobs and none 
of them would be union 
jobs,” she said. 

“At that time they 
broke down how many 
jobs would actually come 
to the local area and it was 
less than half (of 360),” she 
explained. “We don’t have 
those numbers, currently, 
in terms of who will be 
getting the jobs, whether 
they will be for people 
in the area or will be so 
specialized that they will 
come from elsewhere.”

At the same time, 
Maccabee argued that the 
project could well burden 
the region with a range of 
costs during downturns in 
the volatile copper market. 
She said Minnesota does 
not require reclamation 
if the mining companies 
shut down their opera-
tions because of falling 
copper and nickel prices. 
“What we see (happening) 
across northern Minnesota 
is when the prices go 
down the mine companies 
just shutter the plants,” 
Maccabee said. “And the 

communities will not only 
have unemployed people, 
they will have the burden 
of social services based on 
having a population that 
was inflated in order to 
have the mining.”

While acknowledging 
that there would be eco-
nomic benefits to mining, 
she added: “What I’m 
saying is, it is a lot less, 
and a cycle of boom and 
bust is a lot more risky for 
a community than having 
small businesses that rely 
on something that is sus-
tainable over time.”

Maccabee has served 
as a public interest lawyer, 
working to protect human 
rights, environmental 
health, social justice, and 
clean air and water since 
graduating from Yale 
Law School in 1981. For 
the past nine years, she 
has served as Advocacy 
Direc tor  and  Legal 
Counsel for WaterLegacy, 
a non-profit formed to 
protect Minnesota’s clean 
waters and communities. 
She is a regular visitor to 
the Ely Tuesday Group.

WaterLegacy counsel updates group’s efforts to save area watersheds
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Paula Maccabee

catch up, like we did in the second game [of the Duluth 
Marshall match].”

Sandberg noted the team missed only three of their 
serves Monday evening but the team was still making 
errors that prolonged the game.

Coley Olson led the team Monday night with 12 
kills. Regan Ratai was not far behind with 11 kills as 

well as five digs and a block. Morgan Burnet racked up 
26 set assists and four aces on the evening, while Karlyn 
Pierce and Taylor Medrich rounded out the team with 
seven and five kills apiece.

North Woods wraps up the regular season next week, 
hosting Chisholm on Monday and visiting South Ridge 
on Tuesday. Both games begin at 7 p.m.

kills, six digs and two 
ace serves. Jenna Merhar 
added nine kills and two 
blocks, while setters Lida 
Dodge and McCartney 
Kaercher added 18 and 
12 assists respectively. 
Kaercher added three ace 
serves as well.

In weekend action at 
the Mesabi East tourna-
ment, Ely finished in third 
place, losing only to this 
year’s volleyball pow-
erhouse, North Woods. 
Ely dumped Floodwood 
25-22 and 25-10 in the 
early going. Merhar 
tallied eight kills while 
Kallberg posted five kills 
and as many digs. Mattson 
notched three kills and 
three ace serves.

Ely lost in the next 
round to North Woods, 
falling in two hard-fought 
games 26-28 and 18-25. 
Mattson had a big match, 
with eight digs and four 
kills. Merhar and Kallberg 
posted six kills apiece.

Ely won in the 

consolation bracket, 
however, after getting past 
Chisholm in three sets, 
25-21, 21-25, and 15-12. 
Kallberg posted 16 kills, 
four digs, and four blocks, 
while Merhar notched ten 
kills, including some key 
smashes in the third set 
to put Ely over the top. 
Dodge tallied 13 set assists 
while Kaercher posted 12.

The Wolves had an 
easier time putting down 
Wrenshall, winning in 
two sets, 25-21 and 25-17. 
Kallberg notched 12 kills, 
while Mattson tallied 
seven along with five 
digs. Merhar posted four 
kills and five digs, while 
Kaercher talled 13 assists.

Playing last Thursday 
in Bigfork, the Wolves 
slashed the Huskies in 
straight sets, 25-10, 25-19, 
and 25-20. Merhar tallied 
ten kills, while Kallberg 
posted nine. Dodge had 14 
set assists, while Kaercher 
posted 12.

Cook County was back 
for eight more points on 
their next possession. It 
was more of the same 
through the remainder 
of the first half. Cook 
County’s defense also put 
points on the board, as 

they recovered a blocked 
Ely punt in the end zone 
for another touchdown in 
the second quarter. They 
would add yet another 
on an interception and 
runback with less than two 
minutes to play in the half 

to take a commanding 42-0 
lead heading into the break.

The second half was 
quick and uneventful as the 
coaches agreed to running 
time. The Vikings added 
another six on the opening 
play of the fourth quarter 
to take a 48-0 lead.

The Wolves finally got 
on the board moments later 
as Ely junior runningback 
Dalton Schreffler returned 
the ensuing kickoff 73 
yards for six. 

Cook County would 
add one more touchdown 
and successful two-point 
conversion late in the 

game to round out the 
scoring.

 The Wolves have 
been playing shorthanded 
due to some injuries and 
are looking to get back 
on track this week for 
their Homecoming contest 
against 1-5 Silver Bay. 
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.

 “We are hoping to 
get a few starters back 
this week from injury,” 
said Lassi. “We have been 
banged up the last couple 
of weeks, and hopefully we 
can return to full strength.”

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768
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Wilma M. 
Wagoner

W i l m a  M a x i n e 
W a g o n e r ,  9 1 ,  o f 
Tower, passed away on 
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018, 
at Carefree Living in 
Ely. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 11 
a.m. on Monday, Oct. 15 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Tower with 
Pastor Liz Cheney officiat-
ing. A gathering of family 
and friends will be for one 
hour prior to the service at 
the church. Arrangements 
are with Landmark Funeral 
Home of Virginia.

Wilma was born on 
Sept. 12, 1927, in Grand 
Rapids, the daughter 
of Willis and Margeta 
(Gonion) Bemis. She grew 
up on a farm near Cohasset 
with her father and eleven 
siblings. Her mom passed 
away when she was only a 
few years old, leaving her 
with much responsibility 
in helping to take care of 
a large farm and family. 
Wilma married the love 
of her life and best friend, 
Howard Wagoner of Deer 
River, in 1948. Wilma and 
Howard raised their kids 
in Tower, where Wilma 
stayed home to raise the 
family and manage the 
household while Howard 
was the Minnesota DNR 
District Forester. She and 
Howard were full partners 
in life, spending their 
free time camping, gar-
dening, fishing, hunting, 
trapping, harvesting wild 
rice, and participating in 
rifle competitions. After 
retirement they traveled 
extensively throughout the 
U.S. and most of Canada, 
usually camping and often 
traveling via their Honda 
Gold Wing motorcycle. 
Their most memorable 
adventure was a six-week 
motorcycle trip to Alaska.

Wilma was an excep-
tional baker, cook, and 
seamstress. She was well 
known for her bread, cin-
namon rolls, pies and meat 
pasties. She made most 
of her children’s clothes 
as they grew up includ-
ing prom and wedding 
dresses. Wilma could fix 
just about anything that 
needed fixing and her 
favorite expression was 
“what a person could do 
is…” and then she fixed it.

Later in life Wilma 
worked at the Y Store and 
most recently (well into 
her 80s) as a waitress and 
pasty maker at the Tower 
Café. She was a beloved 
and nurturing grandmother 
and great-grandmother and 
also a dedicated member of 
the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Tower. She will 
be missed for her quiet 
strength, her work ethic, 
her generosity, her faith, 
her skills and kindness as 
a wife, mom and grandma 
- and her delicious baked 
goods!             

Wilma is survived 
by her daughter, Linda 
Wagoner (Dave Akerson) 
of Tower and grandchil-
dren Chris Mattson of 
Walker and Sherry (Larry) 
Floria of Remer; daughter, 
Barb (Kurt) Soderberg 
of Ely and grandchild 
Erin (Greg) Downing of 
Minneapolis; daughter, 
Karen (Wayne) Dahl of 
Embarrass and grandchil-
dren Lance (Patty) Dahl 

of Rochester and Angela 
Dahl of Moorhead; son, 
Terry (Jill) Wagoner of 
Tower and grandchildren 
HollyAnn (Steve Jowers) of 
Biwabik, Jared (Michelle) 
Wagoner of Embarrass 
and Liz Wagoner (Patrick 
McDonald) of St. Paul; 
twelve great-grandchil-
dren; three siblings, 
Shirley Schultz of Deer 
River, Edna Karjalahti of 
Spokane, Wash., and Bill 
Bemis of Cohasset.    

She was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Howard Wagoner 
in 1998; and eight siblings.

Cedric C. Schuster
C e d r i c  C h a s e 

Schuster, 23, of Gheen, 
passed away on Sunday, 
Oct. 7, 2018. A memorial 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Friday, Oct. 12 at 
the First Baptist Church 
in Cook. Visitation will 
be held one hour prior to 
the service at the church. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Cedric was born 
to Dennis and Annette 
(Geyer) Schuster on Dec. 
13, 1994, in Hibbing. He 
attended school in Orr 
and then attended North 
Woods School, graduating 
in 2014. Cedric started 
working in construction 
and then drove truck for 
Tom Long. His most recent 
employment was with St. 
Louis County as an equip-
ment operator.

Cedric loved the out-
doors. He loved being with 
his friends and family. 
Most importantly, he 
loved spending time with 
his daughter. Cedric was 
always going on adven-
tures when he wasn’t at 
work or working on his 
vehicles. He also liked to 
just stay home to watch 
movies and play video 
games. He had a lot of 

friends and could always 
make them laugh. Cedric 
will be deeply missed by 
his family and friends.

H e  i s  s u r v i v e d 
by his father, Dennis 
Schuster; mother, Annette 
Geyer; daughter, Peyton 
Schuster; mother of his 
child, Andrea Simonson; 
sisters, Sydney Schuster, 
Sheyenne Schuster and 
Sierra Schuster; niece, 
Evelyn Shermer; uncles, 
Stanley Schuster Jr. and 
Bruce Schuster; great-un-
cles, Gene Goodsky and 
Harold Goodsky; and step-
mother, Marsha Tomazin.

Cedric was preceded 
in death by his grandfather, 
Stanley Schuster Sr.

Lorene B. Johnson 
Lorene Beverly “Bev” 

Johnson, 81, of Tower, 
went home to be with the 
Lord on Saturday, Oct. 
6, 2018. A Celebration 
of Life was held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 9 at the 
First Baptist Church in 
Cook. Arrangements were 
with Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook.

B e v  w a s  b o r n 
to Laurie and Vienna 
(Milbridge) Tuominen 
on April 19, 1937, in 
Soudan. She attended 
Embarrass School, grad-
uating in 1955. In 1956 
she was crowned “Miss 
Embarrass”. In 1958 she 
was united in marriage 
to Donald Johnson. They 
were blessed with two 
sons, Keith and Ricky.

 Bev’s life was cen-
tered around her love for 
Jesus and family. She was 
a devoted wife and mother 
who was always joyful and 
loved having friends in her 
home. She truly cherished 
her family and friends. 
Bev was also a devoted 
member of the First Baptist 
Church in Cook.

Bev loved going for 
long walks, enjoying the 

outdoors and all the sights 
of nature. Her family lov-
ingly remembers her great 
laugh and her generous 
spirit. She was always 
there to lend a helping 
hand. Bev can be best 
described as someone 
who “brought sunshine 
wherever she went.”

Bev is survived by 
her sons, Keith (Trish) 
Johnson and  Ricky 
(Cheryl) Johnson; grand-
children and great-grand-
children, Bianca Colley 
and her daughter Natalia 
Colley; Royce (Jessica) 
Johnson and their chil-
dren Fischer and Hunter; 
A l l a n n a  ( J o s h u a ) 
Critchlow and their chil-
dren Callan and Ruby; 
Austin Johnson; Larissa 
(Tyler) Campbell and their 
children Eliam and Edelyn; 
Justin Johnson; Azalea 
(Hannibal) Wolong; Ariel 
(Mike) Wolf and their son 
Niel; Channyn (Sam) Hess 
and their daughter Cayllie; 
sister, Joyce Wiitala; and 
brothers, Carl Tuominen, 
Laurie Jr. Tuominen and 
Michael Tuominen.

Bev was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
beloved husband, Donald 
“Pee Wee” Johnson; and 
brother, Jim Tuominen.

Marion L. Korpi 
M a r i o n  L o u i s e 

Wahlstrom Korpi, 85, 
formerly of Soudan, 
peacefully entered her 
heavenly home on Friday, 
Sept. 28, 2018, with her 
family by her side at Arbor 
Lane Memory Care in 
Burnsville. A Celebration 
of Life service will be held 
at 11 a.m., on Saturday, 
Oct. 13 at Ebenezer Ridges 
Chapel in Burnsville 
with visitation at 10 a.m. 
Burial will be at Lakeview 

Cemetery in Tower at a 
later date.

Survivors include 
her children, Juliann 
and husband Peter Berg, 
Jennifer and husband 
Alan Fredrickson; and 
grandchildren, Lauren and 
Samuel Berg.

Florence K. 
Brunner

Florence Kathleen 
Rauch Brunner, 86, of 
Angora, passed away on 
Friday, Oct. 5, 2018, at 
St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Duluth, surrounded by her 
loving family. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held 
on Thursday, Oct. 11 at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Cook. Arrangements were 
with Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook.

She  i s  surv ived 
by her husband, Linus 
Brunner; children, Gwen 
(Timothy) Towne, Alan 
(Diane) Brunner and Jay 
(Ellie) Brunner; grand-
children, Lee (Crystal) 
Towne, Kaylee (Ben) 
Westin, James Brunner, 
Ashley Sarazine and Niko 
(Ashley Alto) Sarazine; 
six great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Tom Rauch and 
Bob Rauch; brother-in-

law, Kenny Brunner; sis-
ter-in-law, Gwili Brunner; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Casey D. Martin
Casey Dean Martin, 

24, of Virginia, passed 
away unexpectedly on 
Monday, Oct. 1, 2018, at 
his residence. Funeral ser-
vices were held on Friday, 
Oct. 5 at Pike Apostolic 
Lutheran Church in Pike 
Township with Pastor 
Donald Salo and Jon 
Salo co-officiating. Burial 
was at Vermilion Lake 
Township Cemetery. 
Arrangements were with 
Range Funeral Home in 
Virginia.

He is survived by 
his mother, Lisa Neari; 
stepfather, Paul Neari; 
father, Willy Martin; 
sons, Liam and Robert 
and their mother, Kylee 
Gill; siblings, Ashley 
Riihiluoma, Seth (Valerie) 
Riihiluoma, Tracy Martin, 
Josey (Derek) Erickson, 
Jesse (Mykell) Martin, 
Wyatt Martin, Jake Neari 
and Brooke Neari; grand-
parents, Joann Martin, Kay 
Salo and Lydia Nygaard; 
numerous nieces, aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

Come see the fall leaves
and stay a night or two! Book Your Retreats

& Holiday
Parties NOW!
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WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK Lorn KoskiLes Hujanen

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

Dan Glynn GSM

Prices exclude lic, tax & registration fees.

NEW • 2017 Chevrolet
Silverado Crew

Was... $58,115
$48,425

NEW • 2017 Chevrolet
Colorado Crew

Was... $38,865
$34,947

$599 mo. payment* $389 mo. payment*

2017 Chevy Colorado CC - Only 67 miles. Was $38,865  ...............................NOW $34,947
2017 Chevy Silverado CC - Only 49 miles. Was $58,115 ...............................NOW $48,425
2015 Chevy Impala - Only 31,860 miles. Was $19,995....................................NOW $18,995
2016 Dodge RAM - Only 21,350 miles. Was $32,500 ......................................NOW $30,995
2016 GMC Terrain - Only 20,850 miles. Was $20,990 .....................................NOW $19,995
2015 Honda Civic - Only 20,500 miles. Was $15,995 ......................................NOW $14,995
2018 Kia Forte - Only 20,079 miles. Was $16,995 ............................................NOW $15,995
2015 Nissan Sentra - Only 36,404 miles. Was $14,995 ...................................NOW $13,995
2017 Ford Escape - Only 33,410 miles. Was $19,995 .....................................NOW $18,995
2016 Chrysler 300 AWD - Only 28,933 miles. Was $24,995 ...........................NOW $23,995
2012 GMC Acadia AWD SLT - Loaded! Was $12,995 ....................................NOW $11,995
2017 Chevy Cruze RS - Only 1,715 miles. Was $20,990 .................................NOW $20,495
2016 Chevy Trax AWD - Only 35,360 miles. Was $18,995 .............................NOW $17,995
2015 Honda CRV AWD - Only 35,236 miles. Was $19,995 .............................NOW $18,995
2018 Chevy Suburban LTZ - Only 10,346 miles. Was $79,850 .....................NOW $65,990
2014 Buick Regal Premium - Only 69,250 miles. Was $14,995 .....................NOW $13,995
2015 Nissan Murano AWD - Only 31,153 miles. Was $25,995 ......................NOW $24,995
2015 Chrysler 200 AWD - Only 16,361 miles. Was $19,995 ...........................NOW $18,995
2016 Jeep Cherokee AWD - Only 27,348 miles. Was $24,995 ......................NOW $23,995
2015 Chevy Traverse AWD - Only 32,260 miles. Was $25,995 .....................NOW $24,995

NOW Z NOW Z
* 10,000 Cash down or trade value plus license and transfer fees financed.

*84 months at 8% OAC.

Waschke Family
HOMECOMING SPECIALSHOMECOMING SPECIALS
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ELY—Several changes to the 
way the federal government issues 
permits for travel in the Boundary 
Waters are raising concerns among 
some outfitters and resort owners 
here. Those changes include an end 
to the lottery system that used to 
govern the awarding of high demand 
permits, such as for day motor-use, 
as well as a new requirement that 
complicates the designation of an 
alternative trip leader. 

Currently, permits for wilder-

ness travel in the BWCAW and on 
other federal lands are issued through 
the National Recreation Reservation 
System, which is a private contrac-
tor. According to Forest Service 
spokesperson Kris Reichenbach, 
the changes are intended to address 
privacy, security, financial, and 
program requirements of the new 
recreation.gov website, which 
launched on Oct. 1. 

“The new platform has stronger 
security controls, better protection of 
Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII), and increased fraud protec-
tion,” said Reichenbach in a press 

release. In addition, recreation.
gov will no longer store credit card 
information.

The cost of making a permit 
reservation will also be changing, 
although in this case it will be cut 
from the current $10 fee to six dollars 
for every permit subject to quota. 

That’s all mostly good news. It’s 
some of the other details that have 
rankled outfitters and resort owners 
who use the reservation system to 
access permits for their customers. 

TH E  B O U N D A R Y 
WATERS— Kendra 
Le ibe l  r emember s 

watching the reflection of the 
Big Dipper in the water ahead of 
her as she and canoeing partner 
Bob Bulhaver paddled hard 
across one of dozens of border 
lakes last month. Other nights, 
it was the play of moonlight and 
shadow that captivated her. On a 
third night, it was a 
dramatic lightning 
show that lit up 
their way. 

“I couldn’t 
believe how beau-
tiful it was,” said 
Leibel, a 50-year-
old Twin Cities 
mother of three, 
reflecting on her 
experience as one 
of the participants 
in the 4th Annual 
Minnesota Border 
Route Challenge. 

On most trips 
in the Boundary Waters, night 
is a time to sit around a campfire 
or crawl into a sleeping bag. But 
for the 20 competitive individu-
als from across the country who 
took on this grueling personal 
challenge, the paddling goes 
nearly around the clock as the 
participants compete to set the 
fastest time across a 260-mile 
long journey from International 
Falls to Lake Superior at the end 
of the Grand Portage. They also 
vie to reach the shuttle, which 
departs Grand Portage eight 
days after they launch. Miss it, 
and you’re in charge of figuring 
out how to get home. 

Not surprisingly, the race 
has a bit of history. It was 
1968 when Clint Waddell and 
Verlen Kruger became canoe-
ing legends by completing the 
border route in just 80 hours and 
40 minutes. The pair had already 
made a name for themselves by 
winning other canoe marathon 
competitions when they set 
out to beat a record established 

back in the era of 
the Voyageurs. The 
documented trip was 
led by Hudson Bay 
Company Governor 
Sir George Simpson, 
who had traveled 
with a companion in 
a birch bark “North” 
canoe from “The 
Falls” to the fort at 
Grand Portage in 
six-and-a-half days. 

As far as anyone 
has recorded, that 
record stood until 
Waddell and Kruger 

smashed it, completing the 
journey in less than three-and-a-
half days. Waddell wrote a brief 
article of their trip, which the 
Minnesota Canoe Association 
published 50 years ago this 
month in their newletter, The 
Hut. The article was titled 
“Just for Fun” and was part trip 
report and part dare for other 
paddlers to take up the chal-
lenge.  Waddell recommended 
leaving sleeping bag and tent at 
home and forgoing sleep.  How 
many groups have accepted this 
challenge since then is unclear.  
What is known is this is a classic 
canoe paddle route starting on 

Rainy Lake and following the 
U.S.-Canada border through 
the Voyageurs National Park, 
the vast Boundary Waters 
wilderness, and Grand Portage 
National Monument.  

Not that the participants 
have much chance to enjoy it. 

Bob Bulhaver, who goes by 
BeaV to his canoeing friends, 
acknowledges that the trek 
doesn’t really constitute “fun.” 

“It’s more of an accom-
plishment than fun,” he said. 

Kab-Nam area

Subscribe 
Today!
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BORDER ROUTE CHALLENGE
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Resort owners fear that end to the lottery could leave them without permits for guests

International Falls to Grand Portage, or bust

 Fishing reports

New permit system worries Ely resort owners, outfitters

So many miles, so little time

New rules for permit reservations will be in 
effect this year in the Boundary Waters.
photo by M. Helmberger

See CHALLENGE...pg. 5B

Top:  Members of Team BeaV pose for a quick photo 
along the Granite River, near Gunflint Lake. 
all photos submitted

Above: Matt Peterson and Peter Wagner were the first 
finishers this year, reaching Grand Portage in 98 hours.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See PERMITS...pg. 5B

Left: Kendra 
Leibel, the lone 
woman on the 
challenge, on the 
Pigeon River.

Above: Clint 
Waddell

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Fall foliage colors have 
peaked and most trees are 
losing their leaves quickly 
which has improved grouse 
hunting now that visibility is 
better.   Deer are more active 
as they prepare for the rut 
which usually peaks in early 
November.  Bow hunters are 
seeing increased activity with 
this cooler weather.  We have 
yet to see any sort of push of 
ducks from the north which 
has us in that typical early 
season lull.  There are some 
good reports from our friends 
to the north that birds are on 
the way, but we need that 
water to freeze to push them 
across the border.  

With the unusual cold 
weather we have been expe-
riencing, water temps have 
dropped significantly and 
fish have pushed deeper in 
return.  Walleye fishing has 
been great off reefs and points 
in 30’-32’ of water over hard 
bottom structure.  Trolling 
cranks with lead core or 
bottom bouncers have been 
the most productive.  A jig 
and minnow are another good 
combination to try if you can 
find active fish and sit on them.  
With the weather keeping 
the fair-weather anglers off 
the lake, you will have your 
favorite spot to yourself.

Small mouth bass fishing 
is fair at best with most anglers 
having to work to find them.  
Usually this time of year you 
can’t keep them off your line 
but with water temps dropping 
quickly they have moved off 
the reefs and onto the edges 
and even deeper.  There was 
a week or so of fantastic bass 
fishing but unfortunately that 
seems to have come and gone.  
Work the deeper edges off 
the reefs and points in 20’ of 
water and deeper.  Jigs tipped 
with a minnow or plastics is 
the way to go.

Northern pike and crappie 
reports are basically non-ex-
istent, but some nice pike are 
being caught while trolling 
for walleye.

Voyageurs National Park 
staff will be conducting 
hazard marker and regula-
tory buoy removal within 
the park during the month of 
October.  Weather and other 
variables play a critical role in 
determining specific dates for 
this work.  Be careful when 
navigating the area as these 
markers are being removed.

C o u r t e s y  C o o p e r s 
Ga teway  S tore ,  Lake 
Kabetogama 
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It’s fun to talk about after 
it’s over.”

Bulhaver organized 
the challenge after he 
retraced the route back in 
2011 and decided it had the 
makings of an epic adven-
ture. It became an annual 
event in 2015 and Bulhaver 
has competed every year, 
last year setting a solo 
canoe record, completing 
the route in 91 hours.

This time, he was 
intent on bringing a team 
along for the trek. He 
asked Leibel, who had 
helped with race logistics 
in previous years, if she’d 
like to join the team, which 
she eagerly accepted. He 
rounded up four other 
male friends to fill out his 
three-canoe flotilla. 

While the team trav-
eled day and night, they 
did take daily stops in the 
wee hours to set up camp, 
sometimes eat a hot meal, 
and catch two or three hours 
of sleep before breaking 
camp and hitting the water 
once again. 

Leibel, the lone woman 
on the team, said she was 
determined to carry her 
own weight and quickly 
became one of “the guys.” 

“I did not expect 
anybody to carry a heavier 
load because of me,” she 
said.

Despite a grueling 
regimen, Leibel said she 
would take the challenge 
again, in a second. “It was a 
blast,” she said, noting that 
nighttime paddling was her 
favorite experience from 
the trip. “We paddled 50 
percent of the time in the 
dark,” she said. 

Of course, navigating 
in the border country can be 
difficult even in daylight. 
So how did the partici-
pants do it in the dark? 
Bulhaver acknowledges 
it’s a challenge, particu-
larly under the conditions 
the team experienced this 
year, when persistent cloud 
cover obscured the moon 
and stars most nights. 
“There was a lot of com-
plete blackness while pad-
dling,” he said. While 
Bulhaver does carry a GPS 

he tries to avoid using the 
device in order to stay 
true to the historic nature 
of the challenge. “Verlen 
and Clint didn’t have one,” 
he notes. 

Instead, Bulhaver 
uses two compasses, one 
attached to the canoe and 
another to his jacket. Using 
a red flashlight to preserve 
his night vision, he continu-
ously monitors his bearing 
as they paddle through the 
darkness. It’s not an exact 
science to be sure, and wind 
can easily push the canoes 
off track. “That’s part of the 
challenge,” said Bulhaver. 

In the end, the six-per-
son team finished the 
challenge in 122 hours, 
two hours ahead of the goal 
they had set for themselves. 
That’s despite tough con-
ditions, including frequent 
rain and unseasonably cold 
temperatures. 

N o  o n e  b r o k e 
Waddell’s and Kruger’s 
astonishing record— in 
fact, no one has really 
come close since 1968. 
This year’s top finishers, 
Matt Peterson and Peter 
Wagner, made it in 98 
hours in a tandem canoe. 
Over the next four days, 
fourteen more finishers 
would make it to the end, as 
well, completing a journey 
that includes at least 20 
miles of portaging, nearly 
half of that on the final 
Grand Portage. 

And on the 50th anni-
versary of the 1968 record, 
Clint Waddell and his 
wife Bev, who live in Isle, 
showed up to greet the 
finishers and spent time 
swapping stories from 
their experiences on the 
water. His canoe partner 
and canoeing legend, 
Verlen Kruger, died in 
2004 after canoeing more 
than 100,000 miles, the 
most ever recorded by an 
individual. 

For Leibel, it was the 
perfect ending to a remark-
able journey. “That was 
really an experience that 
kind of brought everything 
full circle,” she said. 

Willy Vosburgh, who operates 
Vosburgh’s Custom Cabin Rentals 
on Moose Lake, is most concerned 
about his ability to access motor-
use permits for his guests given the 
elimination of the lottery system. In 
the past, resort owners and outfitters 
who cater to motor users, primarily 
fishermen, have had a month to fill 
out and submit applications for 
the lottery, which was manageable 
even for a mom and pop operation. 
Vosburgh acknowledged that the 
lottery was always a gamble, but 
it usually guaranteed him enough 
permits to meet the needs of his 
clients. Come next January, when 
the reservations for the 2019 season 
go live, Vosburgh expects a mad 
dash to snap up the available quota 
and worries that his small resort will 
be at a big disadvantage. “It’s going 
to become like a land grab,” he said. 
“And it will put us at a disadvantage 
to those with better Internet.”

Vosburgh said the Internet 
service provided by Frontier 
Communications out at Moose 
Lake is both slow and intermittent. 
If it goes out the morning that the 
permitting goes live, he worries he 
could lose out on an entire season 
of permits. 

He said he hasn’t been pleased 
with the suggestion by some Forest 
Service officials that he come to 
town the morning the reservations 
go live, and round up a few helpers 
with computers to ensure that he 
can get enough permits to operate. 
“Unfortunately, the Internet in Ely 
is pretty slow, too,” he said.

According to Vosburgh, Forest 
Service officials have indicated 
that the shift away from the lottery 
was meant to save money, since 
the private company that operates 
the reservation system charges the 
Forest Service for every lottery 
application received. The Forest 
Service started passing those costs 
on to wilderness users last year, but 
it’s unclear if those fees fully cover 
the Forest Service’s cost.

But what little money the Forest 
Service might save from the change 
could well be overshadowed, 
according to Vosburgh, by the lost 
business for resorts like his. “Their 
financial gain may well come at our 
expense,” he said.  “We’re definitely 

expecting the worst.”
Adding to the frustration, said 

Vosburgh, is another change requir-
ing resorts and outfitters using the 
system to purchase a new type of 
credit card reader for every com-
puter they use for reservations, at a 
cost of $371 plus shipping, in order 
to process credit card transactions 
through the system. 
Other impacts less certain

The phase-out of the lottery is 
less significant for outfitters who 
cater exclusively to paddlers in the 
Boundary Waters, since so many 
more permits are available. “For us, 
it’s not a big deal,” said Ely outfitter 
Jason Zabokrtsky. “We may only 
have a couple customers in any year 
who don’t get their first choice in 
the lottery,” he said.

But Zabokrtsky said he’s still 
scratching his head over another 
change, that now requires trip leader 
alternates to set up accounts on 
the federal reservation system and 
confirm their willingness to serve as 
alternate trip leader within 72 hours. 
The impact of the change isn’t that 
clear, according to Zabokrtsky, who 
said it’s pretty rare that the primary 
trip leader has to cancel out. Even 
so, he said he’d still like to know 
why such a change was necessary. 
“It seems like they were trying to 
fix some problem, but we just don’t 
know what it is,” he said. 

Like a lot of outfitters, 
Zabokrtsky said he’d like to see 
the Forest Service do a better job 
of communicating with its “coop-
erators,” which includes businesses 
that operate under federal permits 
to provide commercial services, 
like outfitting, guiding, or towing, 
in the wilderness. 

Zabokrtsky said he always 
encourages customers to include 
as many alternate trip leaders as 
possible, which used to only require 
listing a name. That won’t be as 
easy under the change, since any 
alternate trip leader will have to have 
an email account and be willing to 
establish their own account on the 
federal reservations system. 

“It’s a little burdensome,” said 
Zabokrtsky.
Sign of the times?

Officials on the Superior 

National Forest acknowledge 
they share some of the frustration 
expressed by Boundary Waters 
cooperators. “We agree it’s a 
bummer,” said Kawishiwi District 
Ranger Gus Smith, noting that 
the Forest Service has explored 
some options for helping local 
cooperators finance some of the 
upfront costs, like the new credit 
card readers. 

Yet Smith said the need for 
security is pretty clear given the 
prevalence of computer hacking 
these days. “Since I’ve been in 
Ely, my records at OPM [Office of 
Personnel Management) have been 
hacked twice,” he said. 

At the same time, he notes 
that the Boundary Waters is fairly 
unique in the country for the very 
large number of cooperators that 
operate within the federal reserva-
tion system and who actually issue 
permits. As a part of that system, 
Smith said, it’s essential that the 
cooperators’ computer systems are 
secure as well, which the new card 
readers make possible. 

As for the phaseout of the 
lottery, Smith said lotteries are 
now being reserved exclusively for 
permits that are extremely limited. 
“The permits here, even the motor 
permits, really aren’t that rare,” said 
Smith, noting that nearly 40 percent 
of them ultimately go unused by 
people who reserve them.

There was a time when the 
permit system for the Boundary 
Waters was run by the Forest 
Service and was, by far, the biggest 
reservation system within the 
federal agency. “We used to be 
the big fish in a small pool,” said 
Smith. But since the entire federal 
reservations system went national, 
the Boundary Waters is just a small 
part of a massive system that now 
includes reservations at national 
parks that see millions of visitors 
annually. “That means we have 
rules that have to apply to every-
one,” said Smith. “Our own staff 
isn’t happy about it either. We still 
issue about 3,000 permits ourselves 
every year and we have to use the 
same system.” 
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SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Prices Good Through December 31, 2018IMPRINT AREA

May 2018

Prices good through May 31, 2018.

* Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available at participating stores only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings. 

You must present Ace Rewards card to received Instant Savings in store. Instant Savings listed in this advertisement are valid through 5/31/18, at participating stores. Not all Ace stores participating in this circular participate in Ace Rewards.

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. 
Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, 
which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through 
May 31, 2018, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may 
vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefi ts, product selection/color, sale items, clearance and 
closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. 
Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

 The best tool 
for saving money.®

 Visit acehardware.com for store 
services, hours, directions and more...

 FIND 
US ON:

RED HOT 
BUYS

Valid now 
through 
May 31

 42" Heavy-Duty 
 Tomato Cage
 7385305

SALE

$499
each 

Assorted 
colors 

available.

* Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available at participating stores only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings. 

   Miracle-Gro®

 Moisture Control®

 Potting Mix, 2 Cu. Ft.
         7301609
                     Limit     10         at this price.  

    $  9  99    
  SALE       $  12.99

     -      $  3  

   Miracle-Gro®

 Garden Soil or 
 Whitney Farms®

 Organic Raised
 Bed Mix,
 1-1/2 Cu. Ft.
                         7438286    ,     7438336    ,
     7505977     
     Limit     10         at this price.  

    $  5  99    each

        $  7.99

     -      $  2  

16208_MayML_AdSlick.indd   11 4/2/18   6:22 AM
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PRO FORESTRY
ROB ECKLUND

 
 

This message paid for by the committee to re-elect Rob Ecklund.  
Treasurer Dave Peterson 2823 Crescent Drive, International Falls, MN 56649 

2016: Rep. Rob Ecklund chief-authored
legislation for $2.5 million in funding for
private forest management. 

Major Accomplishments

2017: Due to Rob’s work, the final
2017 Environment Bill included $2
million in funding for forest road
maintenance, $1 million for private
forest management; funding for
reforestation; an analysis of harvesting
1 million cords of timber annually from
DNR-administered forest lands; and
funding the replacement of the
outdated forestry IT system which will
improve efficiency
2018: Rob crossed party lines to pass
a bonding bill that not only included
much-needed infrastructure
improvements for northern Minnesota,
but also included $3 million for
reforestation and stand improvement.

Your online news source



ORR- The city 
council here tabled 
taking act ion on 
Tuesday after discus-
sion regarding an offer 
for antennas from 
John-Paul Metsa.  

Metsa, the son 
of former ISD 2142 
school principal John 
Metsa, submitted a 
letter to the council 
that describes placing 
the antennas atop the 
city’s water tower, 
allowing for high 
speed internet to be 
re-broadcast to the 
surrounding area.

C l e r k  C h e r i 

Carter said she looked 
for more information 
from the League of 
Minnesota Cities, and 
described the require-
ments the city would 
need to go through 
b e f o r e  m o v i n g 
forward.  “It’s nine-
teen pages. It’s pretty 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e , ” 
she said.  Metsa was 
unable to attend the 
meeting, and without 
more information, the 
council was unable 
to move forward.  “I 
recommend we just 
table it for now.  We 
just don’t have enough 
information about 
this,” said Mayor Joel 
Astleford.

The council has 
been talking about 
updating city utility 
vehic les ,  and  i s 
moving closer to a 
purchase.  Airport 
m a n a g e r  R o c k y 
Hoffman obtained five 
bids for a one-ton plow 
pickup for the airport, 
ranging from $32,800 
to $38,850.  The city 
will submit a grant to 
MnDOT Aeronautics, 
requiring a 25-percent 
match, to help pay for 
the plow truck.

After discussion 
of the bids, the council 
focused on one from 
Hibbing Ford and 
asked Hoffman to 
get an updated quote 

from the dealership 
for an extended cab 
and applying a fleet 
discount.  The airport 
committee will review 
the updates and report 
back at November 
meeting.  At that time 
the council should 
know more on avail-
ability of grant funds 
from MnDOT. 

The council also 
approved a resolution 
authorizing the ambu-
lance department to 
make grant applica-
tion to W. C. Heiam 
Foundation to receive 
funds for emergency 
response equipment.  
The department needs 
to purchase four adult 

and four infant CPR 
mannequins.  The 
equipment is needed, 
as effective January 
2019 the American 
Heart Association 
will require use of 
the new mannequin 
devices which will use 
instrumented directive 
feedback.

In other action, 
the council:
 Approved a fif-

ty-cent per-hour wage 
increase for liquor 
store manager Chet 
Niemann.  Relatedly, 
the city heard a rec-
ommendation from 
Neimann to open 
the Orr Muni at an 
adjusted 10:30 a.m., 

effective Oct. 10.  The 
council did not need 
to take action on the 
recommendation, but 
supported the action.
 Approved the 

purchase of new tires 
for two city owned 
pick-up trucks at a cost 
of $198.03 per tire, 
with a $70 rebate with 
purchase of four tires.
 Approved a 

review of city data 
practices policy, and 
approved the appoint-

ment of Laura Manai 
as designee of the 
policy.
 Authorized 

city personnel to 
attend training.
 Approved a 

resolution authorizing 
the ambulance depart-
ment to apply for and 
receive funds from 
Financial Emergency 
Response Equipment 
Grant Program.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/employment
Or email 

kfitton@vermilioncountry.org
218-753-1246  

www.vermilioncountry.org
1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)
Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant

Activities
PT Activities Assistant
 
Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations 

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

PUBLIC HEALTH

ORR

Don’t Miss a Single Issue

Subscribe Today
 (218) 753-2950 

Business Development Coordinator

The Business Development Coordinator is 
responsible for developing and implementing 
strategies for cultivating business underwrit-
ing support for Bois Forte Tribal Community 
Radio.  The incumbent must identify and 
develop relationships with organizations and 
businesses supportive of KBFT’s mission 
and programming, and participate in the sta-
tion’s membership drive planning team.

Experience: Two years of experience in 
Marketing, Business Development or other 
relevant field
Education: Associate of Arts Degree
 
Please visit the Bois Forte website at www.
boisforte.com for a full job description and to 
download an application.   10/12

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING

The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 
2018, at 6:00 p.m. at the Kugler Town Hall.

Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 12, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
St. Louis County intends to allocate Federal 
Funds to update its Community Wide 
Protection Plan (CWPP).  $52,000 will be 
spent within a one-year period, starting 45 
days after public notice, on the project.  
Please contact St. Louis County Emergency 
Management at 218-726-2936 if any ques-
tions.

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 12, 2018

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

REGIONAL - Six children 
across the state, including at 
least one from northeastern 
Minnesota, have fallen ill from 
a rare infection, known as Acute 
Flaccid Myelitis, or AFM.

Six cases of a disease does 
not typically cause alarm for 
health officials, but AFM is 
a neurological condition that 
causes polio-like paralysis in its 
victims. The disease predomi-
nantly affects children and is 
generally caused by a progres-
sion of one or more common 
viruses.

All of the cases this year 
have been in children under 
10 years of age, and have been 
reported in the Twin Cities, 
central Minnesota and north-
eastern Minnesota.

AFM cannot be passed 
person to person.

“The condition of AFM 
itself is not contagious, it is 
just the result or complication 
from something else,” MDH 
spokesman Doug Schultz said. 
“In many of the cases, it is 
preceded by a viral infection. 
Usually, these viruses can be 
spread person-to-person, just 
like a cold or flu virus. By the 
time AFM develops, the people 
who had viral infections are no 

longer infectious.”
Schultz added it is possible 

to develop the illness without 
prior exposure to a virus, though 
it is even less common. 

The exact locations of the 
cases are being withheld, and 
Schultz said other than timing, 
the cases do not appear to be 
linked.

In response to the outbreak, 
MDH has put out an advisory 
to all healthcare providers in 
the state to be on the lookout 
for the symptoms and encour-
age parents to seek medical 
help if their child experiences 
numbness or weakness in their 
limbs, difficulty moving eyes or 
droopiness to their face.

Since the condition is 
most commonly transmitted 
virally, MDH recommends 
good hygiene practices such 
as always washing hands and 
keeping one’s mouth covered 
while coughing or sneezing. 

A statement provided by 
MDH said it’s unclear what 
causes the illness to mutate. 
The virus was originally linked 
to a strain of enterovirus, but 
the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) is still looking at the 
connection.

Enteroviruses are common, 
and infect tens of thousands of 
people, especially children, each 
year. The common cold is from 
this strain of viruses.

The CDC said links also exist 
between AFM and West Nile 
Virus along with Adenovirus, the 
source of the common ailment 
bronchitis. 

The CDC also notes that 
while there has been an uptick 
in nationally reported cases 
since the illness was identified 
four years ago, it remains quite 
rare, only affecting about one 
in one million. Minnesota has 
averaged about one case per year 
until now.

All of the cases this year 
have been reported within the 
last three weeks.

 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Health officials looking at rare outbreak affecting children

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer

Orr Council gets proposal for high-speed wireless internet



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family 
Group is a community-based 
mutual support program for the 
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open 
to anyone affected by someone 
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts an 
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

HAIR CARE
VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
TOWER- Furnished, 2BR, 
2BA, quality throughout, heated 
attached garage. $850/mo. Call 
218-750-6566  tfn

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

HELP WANTED
POSITION AVAILABLE- BODY 
SHOP TECHNICIAN. Full-time 
benefits. Apply in person or 
send resume to: Lee Phillips, 
Waschke Family Chevrolet in 
Cook, 126 N. Hwy 53, PO Box 
549, Cook, MN 55723. 218-
666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
October Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 9-5 
Sunday Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing
Gifts • Boat Accessories

Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Sell It
HERE

Call 218-753-2950

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

EVENTS
Cook’s Country Connection – 
Fall Family Fun Day!   Saturday, 
October 20 from 10am - 4pm.  
Free hot dogs while they last, 
crafts, wagon rides (weath-
er permitting), games and 
more!  1953 Vermilion Dr., 
Cook. 218-780-8611.www.
CooksCountryConnection.com. 
10/12

FOUND
ADULT LIFE VEST found on 
Highway 135 just south of 
Tower on Sept. 25. Call the 
Timberjay at 218-753-2950 to 
describe and claim.

SMALL SILVER RING with 
stones. Found at Marjo Motel 
in Tower, on Oct. 1. Call the 
Timberjay at 218-753-2950 to 
indentify.

FOR SALE
FREE FIREWOOD- Six pick-
up-loads miscellaneous wood 
cut to 1-foot lengths ready for 
splitting. You haul.  Also 14 
good red pine 22-28’ for saw-
logs or building. $2.50 per lin. 
ft. or BO. Call 218-365-2126.  
10/12

2009 SKIDOO MXZ 600 HO 
ETEC TNT- 5,000 miles, new 
motor, new Bogie wheels, light-
weight, smart sled. $4,000. Call 
218-753-2850.  11/2p

SNOWPLOWING 
WANTED

SNOWPLOWING QUOTES 
WANTED- for snow removal 
at the Embarrass Post Office, 
Mon.-Sat., as needed, min. 2” 
snowfall. Includes parking lot, 
sidewalks, porch, and handi-
cap ramp. Needs to be done 
by 6:30 a.m. Submit quotes to 
Postmaster, Tower, MN 55790.  
10/19
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven

history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

 

4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS 

(Ely) 

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

INSURANCE

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

Fall into savings...

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

Fall into savings...

Tower-Soudan Agency
218-753-2101

415 Main St., Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off

Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

Fall Project Headquarters
• Shingles
• Siding
• Paint
• Lumber
• Hardware
• Tools

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Rent a Skidsteer
and receive the brush 
cutter attachment for 

half-price!

HUNTER’S SPECIAL

Call for details

• ALL OCTOBER • 

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Crane Lake-$185,000 Boat-access cabin on 4.38 acres 
with 591 ft of shoreline. MLS#127501 
Namakan Lake-$450,000 2 BR west-facing island home 
with generator. 
Namakan Lake-$345,000 Boat-access cabin and guest 
cabin near Namakan River. 
Crane Lake-$189,000 Boat-access cabin with 103 ft of 
shoreline. MLS#131487 
Elbow Lake, Cook-$375,000 2 BR quality home with 
large deck overlooking the lake and 159 ft of shoreline. 
MLS#131313

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#134521 RURAL COOK Cozy home on 5 acres, 1 BR, wash 
house w/ shower. Outhouse and composting toilet, drilled 
well, full septic + much more. Price Reduced! $54,000  
#133096 LAKE VERMILION  Lot north side of Niles Bay. 
Approx. 3.2 acres with 204 ft of lakeshore. Electricity and 
phone service available nearby. $169,900
#135745 LAKE VERMILION Timberlore Trail .70 acre lot 
with 150 ft lakeshore. Unobstructed western sunset views 
overlooking Niles Bay. Great building site, nicely wooded lot. 
$228,000

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

In Business
Since 1979

Think Spring!
CALL NOW TO LINE UP YOUR SPRING LANDSCPING NEEDS

“I live in Ely, but I’m not from Ely.” • (218) 365-6037 • 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely • 1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.


 
 
 
 
 












Lake Shagawa 
ON SALE!

Prime, level lot, sand shore.  
Secluded Balsam forest on 

wrap-around bay. 471 ft shore-
line.  Priced at $198,000.  
Will discount $20,000 if 

purchased by 10/31. FSBO 

  (763) 229-5666 11/16


