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First hearing 
on Frontier 
problems 
will be in Ely

TOWER— St .  Louis 
County officials are requiring 
that Tower City Clerk-Treasurer 
Linda Keith undergo elections 
re-training in Duluth, at city 
expense, after a county inves-
tigation revealed a host of 
significant errors, violations of 
state law, and failures to follow 

election procedures during the 
Aug. 14 primary election here. 

“The additional training is 
necessary due to the severity 
and number of issues identified 
during the investigation,” wrote 
St. Louis County Deputy Auditor 
Phil Chapman, who supervises 
elections for the county.

Those errors and failures 
go well beyond providing 
erroneous ballots to 25 voters 
in the city, as the Timberjay 
has previously reported. The 
election issues are detailed in an 
Aug. 24 letter to city officials in 
Tower along with the Minnesota 
Secretary of State. 

Among the most serious 
findings was that Keith, on Aug. 
7, had certified that the city’s 
pre-election voting machine 
testing had been completed accu-
rately and consistent with the 
pre-determined results, when, 
in fact, the testing had not been 
completed properly, as required 

by state law. Deputy Clerk Terri 
Joki-Martin and Josh Villebrun 
also attested to the completion 
of the testing. 

County officials were able 
to determine that the testing 
had not been done in the 

County orders elections re-training for Tower clerk
Investigation reveals multiple failures stemming from Aug. 14 primaryby MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

ELY – Customers of Frontier 
Communications are invited 
to the first of a series of public 
hearings around the state on 
service and billing complaints 
related to the telecom giant which 
is set for Tuesday, Sept. 4, at the 
Vermilion Community College’s 
fine arts theater. 

Tuesday’s hearing, which 
begins at 6 p.m., is one of five 
ordered around the state by 
the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission in response to public 
complaints about Frontier’s 
service.  

The MPUC was flooded 
with complaints after it opened 
an initial investigation into the 
company in the wake of reporting 
by the Timberjay last November. 

Additional hearings are 
set for later in September in 
McGregor, Wyoming, Lakeville 
and Slayton.

Those who wish to testify at 
one of the hearings are asked to 
do four things. 

1) To identify themselves 
and share any relevant circum-
stances they may have. 

2) Describe the services 
currently or formerly received 
by Frontier. 

3) Prepare a list of concerns 
encountered while contracting 
or receiving services from the 
telecom provider. Copies of 
correspondence or bills may 
also be provided to be entered 
as evidence. 

4) Have a list of preferred 
actions that can either be carried 
out by the carrier or the state 
Department of Commerce.

Issues that may be brought 
forth at the hearing must be 
related to either billing problems, 
service quality issues or customer 
service representatives.

An Administrative Law 
Judge with the commerce depart-
ment will preside over each of 
the hearings.

Those who would like to 

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

BRAMBLE – Homesteading com-
munities across the Midwest have come 
and gone leaving little behind of what 
once was. 

While many in northeastern 
Minnesota have forgotten the days 
when farms and ranches dotted this 
remote portion of the Littlefork River 
Valley, this small community in south-
eastern Koochiching County continues 
to preserve a most visible symbol of 
their early heritage.

Many small, rural communities 
have lost their churches over the years 
as the early homesteaders who cleared 
the forests and farmed their poor fields 
for a time eventually moved on in hopes 
of an easier life, leaving their houses of 
worship to fall into disrepair.

But dedication from a small group 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Heritage 
preserved

Bramble celebrates 
100th anniversary

 of orthodox church

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Rev. Radomir Plavsic and  Rev. Kristijan 
Petrovich lead the 100th anniversary mass  
at St. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in 
Bramble. photos by Fred SchumacherSee...CHURCH pg. 12         

TOWER— The city council here 
set a late September deadline for 
the development group led by Orlyn 
Kringstad to sign a revised develop-
ment agreement for town homes at 
the city’s harbor or the city will cancel 
the project. 

The agreement would require 
the developers to take on significant 
additional financial risk, since it would 
leave them potentially on the hook for 
the cost of public infrastructure if the 
project failed to move forward.

Under the original agreement, 
the city had agreed to pay for the full 
cost of public infrastructure, mostly 
through grants from the IRRRB and the 
state Department of Employment and 
Economic Development. But estimated 
costs have risen sharply and the city has 
been less successful than anticipated in 
obtaining outside funds to assist with 
project costs. 

“In order to protect the city, the 
letter of credit was asked for, so if 
something went awry, we wouldn’t be 
sitting on three-quarters of a million 
dollars of infrastructure,” said Mayor 
Josh Carlson, who acknowledged the 
requirement was not part of the original 
development agreement.

The city’s deadline comes barely a 
month after permits and platting for the 
project were finally approved, which 
means the project could potentially 
move forward to actual sales if the 
dispute over the development agree-
ment could be resolved. 

The council’s action appeared to 
be a reaction to Kringstad’s recent 
decision to file for mayor in the fall 
election. Council member Kevin Fitton 
questioned whether Kringstad was 
committed to the development given 
his plans to divest himself from the 
town home project in order to avoid 
any conflict of interest as mayor. 
“How is that supposed to increase our 
confidence that you will complete the 
project?” Fitton asked. Kringstad said 
his partners on the project would be 
taking over the project in his place.

Council sets 
deadline 
for new 
town home 
agreement

See...CLERK  pg. 10



ELY- Twin Ports 
singer-songwriter Sara 
Thomsen will perform 
in concert at 7 p.m., on 
Saturday, Sept. 8 at the 
Hidden Valley Chalet, 
1340 Hidden Valley Rd. 
in Ely (1/2 mile east of 
Ely). Admission is $15 at 
the door, $10 for students. 
Although reservations are 
not required, calls to 218-
365-3346 to let organizers 
know you are coming are 
appreciated. Guests are 
welcome to bring appe-
tizers and/or beverages to 
share during intermission.

Thomsen is based out 
of Duluth/Superior, where 
she has been dubbed by 
the local press as “one of 
Northern Minnesota’s best 
kept secrets.” She is the 
founder and artistic direc-
tor of both the non-audition 
Echoes of Peace Choir, and 
the vocal trio Three Altos. 
“The singer picks up the 
torch carried by the ballad-
eers of decades past - Joan 
Baez, Pete Seeger, Holly 
Near, Ronnie Gilbert, and 
Peter, Paul, and Mary” 

wr i t e s  t he 
Duluth Reader 
Weekly. “She 
could make 
Conan  the 
B a r b a r i a n 
drop his sword 
and collapse 
blubbering.”

“The kind 
of music she’s 
m a k i n g  i s 
well-crafted, 
sung beauti-
fully, and recorded immac-
ulately,” states the Duluth 
News Tribune. Thomsen 
is an excellent songwrit-

er, winning awards that 
include a Woody Guthrie 
Songwriting Award for 
“Precious Waters;” the 

Minnesota Folk 
Festival’s New 
Folk Songwriting 
A w a r d  “ I r e n e 
Marguerite” and 
“ K e e p i n ’  t h e 
Peace;” and the 
Public Domain 
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s 
national Music To 
Life Songwriting 
award for “Is It For 
Freedom.” With 
eight albums to her 

credit, Thomsen is current-
ly working on her ninth.
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TOWERAlango High School all-class reunion 
on Friday, Aug. 31

ALANGO- Annual all-class reunion of Alango 
High School will be held on Friday, Aug. 31 from 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Alango High School, at the 
corner of Hwy. 22 and Cty. Rd. 25. Potluck lunch 
with a $5 per person fee to be put in school up-keep 
fund. Special guests this year are class of 1958 
celebrating 60 years. If you attended Alango High 
School even one day you are invited to attend this 
reunion. For questions, call Joyce Rude at 218-741-
0683. 

5-Oh! to play at Community Night Out, 
Sept. 9 at the Seitaniemi Housebarn

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage of Embarrass 
is celebrating their annual Community Night Out 
on Sunday, Sept. 9 from 4-7 p.m. at the historic 
Seitaniemi Homestead. Come for a free concert, 
tours of the housebarn restoration project, visiting 
with friends and neighbors, and good food. Chili, 
cornbread, hot dogs, homemade pie, coffee and soft 
drinks will be for sale, or bring your own picnic to 
enjoy on the lawn. The musical entertainment will 
be 5-Oh! of Ely, consisting of Rob Mattson on guitar 
and bass, John Ely on steel guitar, dobro and bass, 
and Bill Bulinski on guitar.

Freewill donations will be gladly accepted. 
All proceeds go to Sisu’s restoration projects in 
Embarrass and the surrounding area. The Seitaniemi 
Homestead is located on Comet Rd. in Waasa. 
Watch for signs on Hwy 21. Call 218-984-3402 with 
any questions.

Books for sale at Antique Boat Show, 
on Sunday, Sept. 2

COOK- Authors Courtney Yasmineh and Dale 
Mulfinger will be selling their Lake Vermilion 
related books at the Lake Vermilion Antique Boat 
show at the Landing on Sunday, Sept. 2, from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m.

“A Girl Named Sidney” by Yasmineh chronicles 
a year in the life of a high school senior who runs 
away from her Chicago home to live by herself in 
her grandfather’s seasonal cabin near Tower.

“The Family Cabin” by Mulfinger highlights 
37 cabins, new and old, from across North America, 
including the Baker Cabin on Lake Vermilion and 
the Dahl Cabin on Elbow Lake.

Fest du Nord at Camp du Nord this 
wekeend, Aug. 31 - Sept. 2

ELY- The YMCA of the Greater Twin Cities, 
a leading nonprofit dedicated to strengthening 
communities through youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility, will hold the seventh 
annual Fest du Nord, a family-friendly music festival 
at YMCA Camp du Nord near Ely, on Labor Day 
weekend, Aug. 31 – Sept. 2. 

Fest du Nord, founded and hosted by 
Minnesota’s own John Munson, is the perfect way 
to close out the summer with beloved local musi-
cians on the idyllic shores of Burntside Lake, and to 
support YMCA Camp du Nord, a camp that brings 
together generations of families to strengthen rela-
tionships and create unforgettable memories to share 
for a lifetime. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring their own 
chairs, food (some food and beverages will be avail-
able for cash purchase) and blankets. Tickets are 
now available and can be purchased online at http://
festdunord2018.brownpapertickets.com/.

Ticket costs are Adult (ages 15+) weekend pass 
- $50; Friday night only (all ages) - $5; Adult (ages 
15+) Saturday or Sunday only - $30; Child (ages 
4-14) Saturday or Sunday only - $15; No charge for 
children ages 0-3. 

Tower's Your Boat Club hosting free 
Labor Day Bash on Sunday, Sept. 2

TOWER – The new owners of 
the former Standing Bear Marina 
are inviting the local community 
to a Labor Day party this Sunday 
afternoon from 12 noon - 6 p.m.

The Minneapolis-based Your 
Boat Club bought the marina earlier 
this year and has worked to make 
improvements including new docks 
and renovated offices.

“It’s part of three-year plan to 
redo the marina,” operations manager 
Brian Maxey said. We’re new to the 
area and we have locals who work 
here. We are inviting whoever wants 
to stop by to see the improvements on 
the marina and introduce ourselves 
to the community.”

Maxey said Your Boat Club 
managers from not only Minnesota, 
but also Wisconsin and Illinois, will 
be on hand to meet attendees.

The new boat club not only pro-

vides traditional marina services, but 
also has boats for rent and to book 
through a membership program.

The party will feature a pig and 
corn roast along with games and 
live music.

Attendees can either drive to the 
event via the entrance off of Marina 
Dr. on Hwy. 169, or can dock their 
boats at the marina.

There is no cost to attend the 
event.

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Tower's old marina, now owned by Your Boat Club and operated as a full-service marina, has 
new docks and slips, and renovations are underway on the marina building. photo by M. Helmberger

Duluth singer-songwriter Sara Thomsen will 
perform at Hidden Valley Chalet, Sept. 8
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2018  Equinox LT AWD

SALE PRICE 
$26,452

MSRP $33,065 MSRP $32,035
SALE PRICE 
$27,229*

20% off
MSRP!

2018 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT Crew Cab 4x4

SALE PRICE 
$41,280*

MSRP $49,780

* Total cash allowance includes GM Financial down payment assistance. Must finance with GM Financial 
to qualify. See dealer for details.  ** 0% APR is in lieu of cash back incentives and may not be compatible with other 
offers. See dealer for complete details. 

All Star Edition, 5.3L V-8,
Heated Seats and Trailering Equipment

OR Choose 0% APR for up to 60 Months*
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CITY OF TOWER

Election snafu, mayoral fireworks highlight special meeting

Attorneys cite legal battles over Trump environmental moves
TUESDAY GROUP

TOWER—A normally 
routine special city council 
meeting this past Thursday, to 
certify primary election results 
here, offered some apologies and 
subsequent fireworks as the city 
grappled with the fallout from the 
Aug. 14 election snafu.

Mayor  Josh  Car l son 
acknowledged that 25 voters 
in the city received the wrong 
ballots, potentially disenfran-
chising those voters, depending 
on a final decision by St. Louis 
County election officials. Indeed, 
the election results certified by 
the council did not appear to 
include the results from voters 
who were mistakenly provided 
ballots from the city’s uninhab-
ited Precinct Two even though 
they reside in Precinct One. The 

city’s two precincts lie within 
two distinct legislative districts, 
which have slightly different 
ballots during some elections, 
including this year’s primary.

Carlson said City Clerk-
Treasurer Linda Keith, who 
oversees the city’s elections, had 
developed some steps that she 
believes will help ensure that a 
similar error won’t occur again. 

Keith suggested again that 
the county’s process played a 
role in the incident. “One of the 
things that we find just complete-
ly astonishing is that there is no 
packing slip that comes with the 
boxes,” she said, referring to the 
box of election materials that the 
county delivers just ahead of the 
election. “We are going to gen-
erate a packing slip so we know 
what we’ve got,” she added. She 
said in the future, the ballots will 
be pulled out and separated and 

will be triple-checked by her, the 
deputy clerk, and the election 
judges to be sure that the ballots 
for the city’s two precincts are 
not interspersed. 

Resident Steve Wilson, who 
was the voter who first recog-
nized that the election officials 
were providing the wrong ballots 
to voters, was present at the 
meeting and said he was pleased 
that the city was taking the matter 
seriously. Wilson said he was 
really disappointed to learn that 
he has potentially lost his vote. 
“I take voting so seriously and 
I never ever want to experience 
this again,” he said. Again, 
I’m glad you’re taking steps 
to address it and I hope you’ll 
continue to monitor the situation 
for any sign of something going 
wrong in the future.”

“We hear you,” said council 
member Brooke Anderson, who 

apologized for the incident. 
“I appreciate that, Brooke,” 

Wilson responded.
Carlson said he believed 

that the incident was an honest 
mistake that involved no ill will 
on the part of city election offi-
cials and he said he didn’t believe 
any punishment or other type of 
accountability was warranted. 

Wilson suggested training 
was a key to preventing it in 
the future. “One thing that was 
striking when I brought it to 
the attention of all the election 
judges that I had a 6B ballot, none 
of them were aware, apparently, 
that there were two different 
ballots to begin with.”

With the council’s approval 
of the vote tally, the meeting’s 
only agenda item was complete. 
But a visibly angry Carlson used 
the next 20 minutes to lambaste 
Timberjay Publisher Marshall 

Helmberger for an editorial in 
last week’s newspaper that crit-
icized the city council for what 
the newspaper described as its 
“lackadaisical oversight role” 
of city operations. “Make no 
mistake about it,” said Carlson, 
referring to the editorial. “I’m 
pissed.”

Carlson said he took “partic-
ular exception” to the suggestion 
in the editorial that the city’s 
decision-making was lacking in 
transparency, since the council 
routinely makes decisions, 
even on major items, without 
any questions or discussion at 
council meetings. 

 “The fact that we do not 
sit here and squabble or ask 
stupid questions that should 
have already been researched 
before the meeting and make 

See FIREWORKS...pg. 5

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY— Two environmental 
attorneys were in Ely last week 
to update the Tuesday Group 
about their work to protect the 
Boundary Waters against the 
potential threats posed by sul-
fide-ore copper-nickel mining. 

Al i son  F l in  o f  The 
Wilderness Society and Erin 
Whalen of Earthjustice told area 
residents that the proposed Twin 
Metals project is currently in 
court, where key decisions are 
likely to be made.  

Becky Rom, a local lawyer 
and BWCAW advocate, intro-
duced the speakers. “You all 
heard the science and the science 
is clear. We all know the industry 
and their practices are clear,” 

she said. “The argument that 
we need copper mining for jobs 
is not substantiated by a recent 
independent economic report. 
We need the best (lawyers) in 
the business and we have them.”

Whalen said she is part of 
a group that has “104 active 
lawsuits” against the Trump 
administration, although she 
said she could not discuss many 
details of the ongoing litigation. 
“The government acted without 

authority and did so arbitrarily 
because their decision was based 
on an incorrect interpretation of 
the law,” she said.

Flint said she has “worked 
for decades at the national level” 
to champion environmental 
causes. “Everyone is now in 
court and we’ll see how all that 
plays out,” she said.

Twin Metals Minnesota is 
currently allowed to continue 
exploration of a proposed under-
ground mine project southeast 
of Ely under an order signed by 
President Trump.

“It can be demoralizing, but I 
remain optimistic and energized. 
We have no choice but to keep 
fighting to protect this unparal-
leled place,” Flint said.

The Wilderness Society is 
the leading conservation orga-

nization working to protect wil-
derness and inspire Americans to 
care for the nation’s wild places.

Earthjustice is the nation’s 
premier nonprofit environmen-
tal law organization, regularly 
taking on some of the largest, 
precedent-setting cases in the 
country. 

During a brief question 
and answer period, local sulfide 
mining supporter Mike Banovetz 
cited an academic article from 
a Maryland professor in the 
journal, Feminist Theory, that 
defines “eco-sexual” as “a person 
that finds nature sensual or sexy 
that takes the earth as their 
lover” and to use “environmen-
tally-friendly sex products” or 
“to have sex with nature itself.”

He went on to cite the article, 
saying “defecating outside is a 

form of eco-sexuality.” At this 
point, many in the audience 
began to shout down Banovetz. 
“My question to you, is this the 
underlying reason for constant 
litigation by you, your organiza-
tion and your supporters?”

Flint answered, “I don’t 
think that justifies a response.”

Later in the conversation, 
another audience member 
responded to Banovetz’s com-
ments, “These are public meet-
ings and most of the public comes 
here come with the desire to learn 
and understand. And for those 
who come to ridicule and insult, 
I challenge you to come openly 
because you are welcome and be 
open to what is being discussed. 
You don’t have to agree with it, 
but be respectful.”

Alison Flint Erin Whalen

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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R e c e n t l y 
I  jumped  in to 
the epicenter of 
American consum-
erism along with 56 
million others when 
I reluctantly came 
to the conclusion 
that I needed to 
replace my 21-year-
old Suburu Legacy 
wagon. That car 
has been perfect 
for me in almost 
every way. It was 

12 years old when I 
bought it with only 
53,000 miles on it, 
and very clean with 
no rust. It was red, a 
color with some atti-
tude, and it was the 
boxy, small wagon 
style I’ve always 
favored with plenty 
of room for hauling 
stuff without being a 
road hog. The sales-
man said somewhat 
apologetically, “It 

has manual transmission and 
doesn’t have automatic windows 
or door locks.” Being a terrible 
negotiator, instead of expressing 
disappointment, I said, “Oh, I 
prefer it that way.” After a test 
drive and arranging for financ-
ing, I drove home, happy that 
finding the car was so easy. It 
was literally the second car I 
looked at.

The car served me very 
well for nine years with some 
wear and tear but the time had 
come to let it go when the rear 

struts needed replacing. I was 
reluctant, for I felt we could go 
many more miles together, but I 
finally listened to advice of those 
more attuned to engines and auto 
dynamics than I. 

Distrusting the safety of the 
struts on the highway, I asked my 
friend Carol if I could borrow her 
car to search further afield when 
I couldn’t find anything suitable 
in town. This is the third time I’ve 
had to do a car search without a 
vehicle to use, and believe me, 
I don’t recommend it when you 

live at the end of the road without 
public transportation. However, 
it did strengthen my resolve to 
be very clear about my parame-
ters, while throwing an earnest 
request out to the universe to 
make it as easy as the last time. 
Carol offered to be chauffeur 
and support team, so we headed 
off for a day of delving into 
dealerships, my stack of online 
notes in hand.

At our first stop, the               

On Aug. 21,  at the Tuesday 
Group noon meeting at Grand Ely 
Lodge, Mike Banovetz, a member 
of the City of Ely Planning and 
Zoning Commission, publicly 
harassed the two presenters, who 
were women.  They were speak-
ing about actions their national 
agencies are taking to protect the 
BWCAW from sulfide or hard 
rock mining.

After their presentation, 
they took questions. Planning 
commission member Banovetz, 
who had been recording the 
meeting on what I take was an 
iPhone or similar device, was 
recognized, and he proceeded to 
read something that he said was 
from a feminist environmental 
publication. The gist seemed to 
be love of nature and connect-
ing with nature in an intimate 
way. He read about masturba-
tion under waterfalls and other 
graphic references.  

This obviously did not corre-
spond to the topic of mining and 
could only have been intended to 
intimidate or cast aspersions on 
the presenters as women and tie 
them to something unrelated to 
their organizations.  Overall, it 
was ludicrous and a bad reflection 
on our community.

The Ely City Council has 
adopted a policy regarding such 
inappropriate behavior by any of 
its members, and I would urge 
the same policy be extended to 
commission members.

Anne Uehling
Ely

Our president’s behavior 
in reaction to  John McCain’s 
death makes one thing absolutely 
clear… we need to ‘think big’ 
before voting for our Eighth 
District congressman.  Typically 
we elect representatives based on 
local issues, and that’s a good 
thing. This year we need to look 
beyond  the local issues. Yes, just 

as in the past, there are issues 
that  threaten to  pit us against 
each other. But we can’t afford 
to focus only on those issues. 
Nationally, divisiveness is fever 
pitched. No doubt it affects us.  
John McCain’s death, however, 
reminds us just how much we all 
have in common and how much 
we all want, at some level,  to 
honor our instinct for civility and 
the ‘common good.’  

We can, each of us, do one 
very important thing to reconnect 
and strengthen that instinct.  We 
can vote, in the Eighth District 
race specifically, to check our 
president’s divisive behavior. 
Unfortunately, it sets a tone that 
echoes locally. It’s evident that 
one of the two major parties will 
do nothing to trim that divisive-
ness.   It’s also evident that the  
system of checks and balances 
only works when a single party 
does not dominate the Congress 
and Judiciary. 

We have the opportunity to 
help provide the congressional 
balance needed to hold our 
nation’s leaders accountable. 
We can do our part to provide 
oversight and a common sense 
response to executive excess and 
just plain bizarre behavior.  It’s 
not about partisanship.  It’s about 
promoting compromise between 
parties, finding the center again, 
and rejecting divisiveness. It’s 
about the common good.

In reality, both major party 
candidates in the Eighth will 
work to solve many of our local 
problems.  The differences 
between them on local issues 
are often exaggerated by partisan 
flaks pursuing votes.   Only one 
of those candidates, however, 
will help achieve a new house 
majority needed to balance the 
President.   

This year we need to think 
big. We need consider con-
sequences beyond the district 
boundaries. Whatever you feel 
about the issues, whatever party 
you support, consider splitting 
your ticket if needed  and vote 
a democrat to the House of 
Representatives in the eighth dis-
trict. I think of it as an important 
step toward supporting McCain’s 
vision of civility and the common 
good. In this election in particu-

lar, one district and a few votes 
could be the difference.

Steve Anderson 
Birch Lake

It might be too late to save 
the Boundary Waters.  During our 
recent canoe trip off the Gunflint 
Trail we found green water in 
Little Caribou Lake.  It was so 
thick, something like pea soup, 
that we couldn’t see the blades 
of our paddles below the canoe.  

I called the Forest Service 
office in Grand Marais, just to 
make sure, and was told that, 
yes, it was algae bloom.  Fire and 
wind and flood aren’t enough, 
I guess.  Mother Nature seems 
determined to use every weapon 
at her command to change the 
landscape in northern Minnesota.  
One of these days in the not so 
distant future the Forest Service 
will be forced to close the 
Boundary Waters altogether 
because it won’t be safe for any 
of us to go there.

Jim Ganahl
Cook

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Letters from Readers

Harbor project secrecy
City council members express frustration 

and misinformation over town homes

Ely official abusive 
toward women 
presenters

Where the 
North Country 

Sounds Off!

BETTY
FIRTH

See  GANGSTA...pg. 5

Just me and my Gangsta car

It might be too late 
for the BWCAW

The lack of transparency 
in the operation of the city 
of Tower’s harbor com-
mittee came home to roost 
on Monday as members of 
the city council, who have 
been left out of the loop, 
expressed frustration with the 
lack of information they’ve 
received about the project. 
Inaccurate and inflammatory 
statements, particularly by 
council member Kevin Fitton 
at Monday’s city council 
meeting, highlighted the lack 
of understanding that too 
many councilors have about 
the project, which needlessly 
puts the development at risk.

Fitton’s misunderstand-
ings about the reasons behind 
delays in the project, as well 
as its finances, reflect the 
problems inherent in the 
secrecy that has shrouded 
the functioning of the harbor 
committee for at least the 
past two years. Most coun-
cilors clearly have only a 
limited understanding of the 
agreements that have been 
reached between the harbor 
committee and the project 
developers and of the factors 
behind ongoing delays. 

It’s no surprise that coun-
cilors have questions, since 
the three official members 
of the harbor committee, 
Mayor Josh Carlson, City 
Clerk-Treasurer Linda Keith, 
and Steve Altenburg, have 
plainly failed to keep fellow 
council members apprised of 
the project’s twists and turns. 
Virtually no documentation 
of the committee’s activities 
is available since the com-
mittee takes no minutes and 
rarely provides any kind of 
written report of their activi-
ties to the council. And coun-
cilors can’t always rely on 
news reports in the Timberjay 
since the committee has 
repeatedly held unscheduled 
meetings without informing 
the newspaper, in violation 
of the state’s Open Meeting 
Law. 

Some council members, 
particularly Fitton, seemed 
to harbor serious misunder-
standings of the town home 
project and how it has evolved 
since Orlyn Kringstad and 
his development team first 
responded to a city Request 
for Qualifications in late 
2015. At that time, the city 
was seeking only architectur-
al, planning, marketing, and 
construction services for a 
town home project in which 
the city’s economic develop-
ment authority would serve 
as developer. It was only 
after Kringstad’s group was 
brought to the table that the 
harbor committee changed 
the deal, insisting that his 
company, Tower Vision 
2025, assume the developer 
role for the project. Under that 

new arrangement, the city 
agreed that it would finance 
all the public infrastructure, 
such as water, sewer, roads, 
and other utilities. While 
initially reluctant to take on 
the new role, because of the 
added financial risk for his 
company, Kringstad and his 
partners did agree to the city’s 
request.

At Monday’s meeting, 
Fitton falsely accused 
Kringstad of coming with 
his hand out seeking the city’s 
help in paying for the public 
infrastructure. Fitton had it 
exactly backwards. In fact, 
it was the city that strained 
the relationship with Tower 
Vision 2025 this spring 
by changing the deal yet 
again, insisting that Tower 
Vision take on even more 
risk by backstopping the 
city’s costs for public infra-
structure through a letter of 
credit or similar bond. This, 
after Kringstad’s group had 
already spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on archi-
tectural designs, floor plans, 
marketing, legal work, and 
much more under the terms 
of the original development 
agreement, which included 
the city bearing the costs for 
related infrastructure.

Kringstad, to his credit, 
has tried to find a mutual-
ly-satisfactory resolution of 
the dispute. Most other devel-
opers would have simply 
walked away, or got the 
lawyers involved by this 
point. 

Indeed, other devel-
opers have chosen to walk 
away. In early 2016, Bob 
and Diane Bremer, who 
have significant experience 
in urban redevelopment in 
small cities, also approached 
the harbor committee with 
plans for renovation and new 
construction on Main Street. 
The Bremers eventually gave 
up, however, after requests 
for information from the city 
went unanswered for months. 
There are other examples 
as well. 

It’s understandable that 
councilors are frustrated with 
the slow pace of progress at 
the harbor since the ground-
breaking 11 years ago. But 
lashing out at Mr. Kringstad, 
who has worked long hours in 
good faith to try to advance 
the city’s goals for the harbor 
is hardly a sensible response. 
Members of the council can’t 
blame Mr. Kringstad for 
their lack of understanding 
of the project. It’s their duty 
to inform themselves or find 
out why their own harbor 
committee has failed to 
provide them the information 
they need to make sensible 
decisions. This project is too 
important for the council to 
blow it up now. 

Trump’s behavior 
shows why we need a 
check on his power

We want 
your letters!

T h e  T i m b e r j a y 
encourages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO Box 
636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay. com. 

We ask that letters 
be limited to 300 words. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

 Letters are a great 
way to offer your input to 
the Timberjay’s editorial 
page. We want to know 
what you think!
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salesperson couldn’t find 
the car I’d seen online 
and had nothing in my 
price range. Was I sure 
it was at their location? 
He led us out into the lot, 
and I realized he was just 
buying time, hoping I’d 
fall for some other, more 
expensive option. Was I 
sure I wanted to stay under 
$10,000?  “Yes, quite sure, 
preferably under $8,000.” 
We proceeded to the next 
stop across the street; dif-
ferent brand, same owner-
ship. They had only one car 
in my range, unsuitable for 
my needs, but as we were 
walking away, the first guy 
walked up and said he’d 
found a car in the car wash 
he thought I’d like. Was I 
still wanting to stay under 
$10,000? I grinned. Yes, 
crossing the highway had 
not in any way altered my 
financial limits. I could see 
the day was going to offer 
some comic relief, as long 
as I chose to see it that way.

I need to digress here 
to say that I know very 
little about cars, and I don’t 

find much about them very 
interesting unless they’re 
a cool color. I want a 
car that’s functional and 
dependable. I don’t need 
glitz and gadgets and actu-
ally dislike seats that are 
leather or heated. I do like 
colors with a bit of sass, 
and hoped for anything but 
white or black, but here I 
was, plopped in a used 
car market flooded with 
white, silver/grey, or black 
vehicles. A bit of research 
revealed that people really 
do prefer these colors even 
when they aren’t limited by 
a $8,000-$10,000 ceiling 
and someone else’s orig-
inal choice of color: 23 
percent prefer silver, 15 
percent prefer white, and 
12 percent prefer black…
that’s 50 percent of all the 
cars on the road. I counted 
nine dark gray cars in a row 
this morning. One of them 
was mine. 

What happened to 
people’s sense of aesthet-
ic adventure? With all 
the luscious colors in the 
spectrum, why not go a 

little wild? A paint expert 
theorizes that silver and 
grey reflect our fascination 
with technology, but I’ll 
bet it’s just a lot cheaper 
to have three huge vats of 
paint than to keep cleaning 
them out and changing 
colors and use the money 
to pay someone to come up 
with names like oyster, egg 
shell, igloo white, palm 
oyster, glacier white, egg 
white white, polar bear 
white, bianco eldorado, 
silver, iridium silver, pearl 
grey, traffic grey, nimbus 
grey, pigeon grey, gun-
metal grey, truffle mica, 
and duranodic. Okay, so 
I made some of those up, 
but only a few! 

I have to give the guy 
at our next stop credit for 
persistence. He had 30 
years in the business and 
was determined to sell 
me a Hyundai Santa Fe in 
excellent condition with 
180,000 miles, arguing 
that it would have already 
had all the major mainte-
nance done, although he 
had no proof of that. He 

even said we could take 
it with us to lunch, which 
we did. I was pretty sure 
I couldn’t get past the 
idea of buying a car with 
more mileage than the 
one I already owned, but 
I figured if we took it with 
us, no one would buy it out 
from under me in case I 
changed my mind.

I didn’t, but the lunch 
break gave me time to 
find some online listings 
at the Kia dealership, so 
we headed there. The 
first one, a Kia Soul, had 
a rear gate that wouldn’t 
open and smelled so bad 
that we wouldn’t get in 
it. The second one started 
lunging when I got it up 
to 60 mph on the freeway. 
I slowed down, exited 
to a city street, and the 
car died. We waited 20 
minutes in 95º heat for 
someone to come pick 
us up from the dealership 
five minutes away. The 
third car, another Santa 
Fe, seemed a likely bet 
until the air conditioning 
died during the test drive. 

I commiserated with our 
salesman who just gradu-
ated from high school: “It’s 
too bad you can’t legally 
drink, because after this 
day, you could probably 
use one.” Carol and I had 
a delicious meal at the 
Duluth Grill and headed 
home.

Discouraged, I laid 
low for a couple weeks, 
then ventured online again. 
I found a Chevy HHR, 
which I’d never seen or 
heard of, and did some 
research. It was less expen-
sive with better mileage 
than any other SUV I’d 
seen, had only 76,000 
miles, looked boxy and 
spacious, and I couldn’t 
find a bad review. So, the 
next day Carol and I headed 

to Virginia to check it out. 
I test drove it and signed on 
the dotted line. It’s a dark, 
metallic gray with retro 
styling like a getaway car 
from the 1940’s, so I call 
it the Gangsta’ Car, since 
the naming people used 
up all their creativity on 
paint colors. It has running 
boards, more electronics 
than anyone needs, and 
gets more radio stations 
than I knew were out there. 
I really do like those auto-
matic locks and windows, 
but, best of all, the search 
is over.

Dear Friends,
I am as frustrated as anyone, 

by all of the setbacks that have 
delayed completion of the former 
Essar Steel’s taconite plant in 
Nashwauk.  When I became 
Governor in 2011, the project had 
already been plagued 
by several years of 
broken promises, 
missed deadlines, 
and lame excuses.

After another 
missed deadline, 
t h e  M i n n e s o t a 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Natural Resources 
gave Essar the legally 
required notice that 
we intended to revoke 
t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s 
mineral leases of state 
lands in Nashwauk.  Instead, 
Essar filed for bankruptcy, which 
under federal law blocked our 
actions and transferred control 
of the project’s future to a bank-
ruptcy court judge in Delaware.  
We were enormously frustrated 
by this maneuver; but we had 

no choice, other than to abide 
by federal law.  

After several months of legal 
filings, the judge asked for bids 
from anyone who wanted to buy 
ownership of the project, pay off 
existing creditors, finish building 

the plant, and begin 
to produce pellets.  
In June 2017, the 
judge ruled that 
Chippewa Capital 
Partners, headed 
by an East Coast 
businessman named 
Thomas Clarke, had 
made the best offer.   
He was awarded 
ownership of Mesabi 
Metallics, which 
included Essar’s 
mineral leases with 

the DNR. 
At first, the new owners and 

their plans to finish construction 
and begin production looked 
promising.  Importantly, they 
paid Iron Range contractors $46 
million that they were owed for 
their previous work.  All of the 

required steps to retain the state 
mineral leases post-bankruptcy, 
including contracts to complete 
the site’s construction, $850 
million debt and equity invest-
ment, and offtake agreements 
for the pellets, were represented 
by Mr. Clarke to have been 
completed by the June 30, 2018 
deadline.

It was only afterward that 
we were told about an internal 
conflict between Mr. Clarke and 
his equity partner, a company 
named Nubai Global Investment 
in the country of Dubai.  That 
dispute went to another federal 
court, where the judge awarded 
control of Mesabi Metallics to 
the Nubai investors.

I met on Aug. 16 with Mr. 
Gary Heasley, designated by 
Nubai as Mesabi Metallics’ 
Chief Executive Officer.  He 
expressed his intent to resume 
construction and begin produc-
ing taconite pellets as soon as 
possible.  He also confirmed his 
strong commitment to complet-
ing the required value-added iron 

ore component at the site.
Like you, I have heard all 

of this before: from Essar, from 
a previous group of investors 
(SPL), and from Mr. Clarke.  I 
hope this time it will be differ-
ent.  However, I fully realize 
that everyone, myself included, 
has been burned so many times 
that we are cautious about new 
promises.  Only restarting con-
struction will provide the proof 
we are all looking for.

I understand some people’s 
desire to pull the state’s mineral 
leases from this project and 
transfer them to Cleveland Cliffs.  
Unfortunately, such a switch 
would not be nearly as simple 
as some are saying.  Cliffs had 
the chance to take ownership of 
the project, including the state’s 
mineral leases, in the bankrupt-
cy proceedings.  However, the 
federal judge ruled in favor of 
Chippewa Capital Partners’ bid, 
and transferred the ownership 
to them.  

The bankruptcy judge made 
that decision, not the state of 

Minnesota.  We own land with 
iron ore deposits that have been 
leased to the owners of this 
project; however, we do not own 
the project, the facilities, or any 
part of the company that does.

It is unfair to blame “The 
DNR” for these problems.  If you 
need someone to blame, blame 
me.  I have been closely involved 
with the DNR Commissioner 
and his staff at every step of 
this tortured path.  We have also 
communicated frequently with 
Range legislators and with Itasca 
County leadership.  Neither the 
DNR nor I have been trying to tell 
anyone on the Range what to do.  
Rather, we have done our very 
best to work in partnership to 
complete this project and begin 
producing pellets and jobs. 

And that is what we will 
continue to do.

Mark Dayton is governor of 
Minnesota.

                                      
                                       

An open letter to the Iron Range regarding former Essar project

GOV. MARK

DAYTON

quick, concise decisions 
up here does not show a 
lack of effort. Quite often, 
it’s quite the opposite. 
I’m not exactly sure Mr. 
Helmberger what more 
you want from your city 
council.”

“I don’t know if you 
want me to respond,” said 
Helmberger.

“Oh, by all means,” 
said Carlson. “Usually it’s 
not a two-way so I just have 
to listen to all the garbage 
you print.”

Helmberger contin-
ued: “There have been so 
many issues over the past 
two years where I have 
frankly been mystified 
as to how decisions were 
arrived at given that the 
discussion that takes place 
at council is so limited,” 
said Helmberger. “You’re 
right that in the past, some-
times meetings used to 
take two hours. That was 
a fairly standard council 
meeting, because the dis-
cussion that you say you’re 
having before the meetings 
or outside the meetings, 
those normally take place 
in a public meeting so 
the public is aware of 
the discussion and the 
argument and the reasons 
behind the decisions you 
make. Otherwise, all we 
know is that we get to a 
council meeting and things 
that we have very little 
information about are just 
being approved without 

questions.”
Helmberger noted 

that he had raised similar 
concerns with Carlson 
in the past, which had 
prompted similar attacks, 
and apparent retaliation, 
from Carlson. After the 
Timberjay made an issue 
of frequent Open Meeting 
Law violations by the city 
late last year, Carlson 
motioned at the next reor-
ganization meeting to 
discontinue use of the 
Timberjay as its offi-
cial newspaper and he 
removed Helmberger 
from the Tower Economic 
Development Authority. 
Carlson had also previ-
ously attacked Helmberger 
at a council meeting over 
an editorial he viewed as 
unsatisfactory.

Brooke Anderson 
spoke up and said she 
doesn’t talk to other 
members of the council 
outside of public meet-
ings. Carlson acknowl-
edged that he and two 
other council members 
are friends and sometimes 
get together. “But the last 
thing that we are going to 
do is sit down at D’Ericks 
and have a beer and talk 
about what we’re going to 
vote on Monday morning. 
It couldn’t be further from 
our minds.”

Carlson also took 
issue with the suggestion 
in the editorial that some 
council members were 

eager to be off the council 
and had partially “checked 
out” from their jobs.

Carlson insisted that 
the council is “doing our 
due diligence.”

“That’s your opinion, 
I understand,” responded 
Helmberger.

“Whether you agree 
with the decisions or 
not, that’s on you,” said 
Carlson.

Carlson then offered 
an extended defense of 
his tenure on the council 
and his efforts to fix what 
he saw as shortcomings 
of previous councils. He 
said he first ran to restore a 
contract with the Breitung 
Police Department, calling 
the city’s previous decision 
to discontinue the contract 
“an absolute farce.”

He said Hoodoo Point 
Campground had been left 
in a “hot mess.” 

“Not a nickel had been 
put into that place. It real-
ized $27,000 in revenue 
that they could use to keep 
the levy down with. In the 
past budget, we budgeted 
$60,000. That’s helped 
with city bills.”

Carlson cited road 
projects, such as North 
Second, Main Street, and 
the Pine St. bridge, all of 
which involved county or 
state funding. 

Counci lor  Lance 
Dougherty noted that the 
city had gone through a 
complete staff turnover. 

“ T w i c e , ”  a d d e d 
Carlson. 

Carlson said he would 
look back at the end of his 
term “and feel pretty darn 
good about what we’ve 
accomplished.”

Steve Altenburg said 
the council has also paid 
down a considerable 
amount of unfunded city 
debt, which Keith said 
totaled nearly half a million 
dollars. Dougherty said the 
council had also begun 
setting aside funds for 
future replacement of city 
vehicles, something he 
said had not taken place 
before. 

Carlson also chastised 
Helmberger for attempting 
to influence city decisions. 
“I said from day one when I 
was elected mayor that I’m 
going to run this council 
and run these meetings. 
That will hold true for the 
last four months of this 
term. I’ve always said 
there’s no way in hell that 
I will let you run this city 
from behind that desk at the 
Timberjay. You want that 
opportunity, you’ve got 
until October 5th to take 
up residence in this town 
and you can run a write-in 
campaign.” 

“Tha t ’ s  no t  my 
purpose,” responded 
Helmberger, who Carlson 
quickly cut off by adjourn-
ing the meeting. 

Located near Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
605 Main St, Tower

Tourist Trap 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Open Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon

10 AM - 6 PM

SEPTEMBER 7-9
Last weekend of the season!
EVERYTHING HALF OFF

DO a “PAYCHECK CHECKUP”!
In light of tax reform, you might want to
change your witholding. Visit irs.gov,

scroll down left: “Do a paycheck checkup.”

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select the 
“Hot Topics” link, or call us.

Gruben’s Tiny Bottle Shop
Lake Vermilion

4296 Arrowhead Point Road
218.753.5000

Welcome to Our Labor Day
Wine & Beer Sampling Event

Join us and sample some great beverages!                   
                   Sales on wine, beer & spirits!

                 STOCK UP FOR WINTER!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
4-6 PM

Happy Labor Day & See You Soon!

You must be 21 to sample. We will require a valid ID



TOWER- Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary 
begins classes on Tues-
day, Sept. 4

Bus routes
Buses will be rolling 

on Tuesday, Sept. 4 to 
bring elementary grades 
1-6 to the Tower-Soudan 
School. Kindergarten stu-
dents will begin classes 
on Thursday, Sept. 6. 

Attendance
The attendance pol-

icy is four excused ab-
sences per quarter. If your 
child has been absent, 
please send a note or call 
the office and explain 
why. If we do not receive 
a note or a phone call 
within 24 hours, their ab-
sence will be considered 
unexcused. If your child 
is absent for medical rea-
sons, they must have a 
doctor’s statement. 

Food program
For the food service 

program, student PIN 

numbers are the same 
as last year for returning 
students; new students 
can inquire at the office 
for their PIN. Beginning 
school year 18-19, Tow-
er-Soudan School will no 
longer be implementing 
the CEP school breakfast 
and lunch programs, be-
cause the percent of stu-
dents needed to qualify 
fell below the eligibility 
mark. Starting Oct. 15, 
2018, students will no 
longer automatically re-
ceive breakfast and lunch 
free of charge. House-
holds MUST complete 
and submit an application 
for educational benefits to 
determine if they qualify 
for free or reduced-price 
meals.

New this year, the 
meal application for ed-
ucational benefits can be 
easily accessed online 
through your Parent Por-
tal account. Meal appli-
cations can also be picked 
up from and returned to 
the Tower School.

Please note
If your child is going 

somewhere other than 
the usual way home, you 
need to send a note or call 
the office no later than 1 
p.m. If we do not receive 
a call or note from you, 
your child will ride home 
on their regular route.  No 
child will leave the school 
with anyone other than a 
parent or guardian unless 
a note has been sent or a 
phone call has been made 
to the office. Please send 
a note or call the office if 
you know your child will 
be leaving school early. 
The school office number 
is 218-753-4040.

TS Learning 
Readiness Open 
House Sept. 5

TOWER- Sneak-A-
Peek at the Tower-Sou-
dan Learning Readiness 
Program on Wednesday, 
Sept. 5 from noon to 1 
p.m. in the Early Child-
hood classroom at Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary. 

Learning Readiness is 
for children who are 
four years old by Sept. 1. 
There is no cost to attend. 
Classes are held Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
and last the entire school 
year.

Families will have 
an opportunity to tour 
the classroom with their 
child, meet the teacher, 
Mary Larson, and ask 
questions. There will be a 
brief orientation and time 
to complete registration. 
Class will begin on Tues-
day, Sept. 11 from 8:30 
a.m. – 3:15 p.m. Contact 
Mary Larson for further 
information at 218-753-
4040 ext. 6113 or email 
mlarson@isd2142.k12.
mn.us. 

ECFE Open House 
Sept. 6

TOWER- Early 
Childhood Family Ed-
ucation invites families 
with children from birth 
to five years old to an 
open house on Thursday, 

Sept. 6 from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at the Tower-Soudan 
Elementary School, Ear-
ly Childhood Education 
Room. 

ECFE is a two-hour 
educational program in 
three parts including a 
parent-child activity time 
when parents will have 
the opportunity to do 
hands-on activities with 
their children, a parent 
discussion time when 
parents meet with other 
parents and a licensed 
parent educator to dis-
cuss child development 
and parenting strategies, 
and a child-activity time 
when children have a 
chance to play and work 
on their social skills with 
a licensed early child-
hood educator. ECFE 
classes begin Thursday, 
Sept. 20 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. For more 
information, email Mary 
at mlarson@isd2142.k12.
mn.us.
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GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

40th Anniversary Celebration draws over 350

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

TS Elementary starts on Tuesday, Sept. 4

Over 350 community members 
and friends (above) stopped 
by the Greenwood Town Hall 
last Saturday to celebrate 
the township’s 40th anniver-
sary. The township’s first 
chairman, Lorne Turner (far 
right) talked to the crowd, and 
members of the Greenwood 
Fire Department did medical 
screenings (pictured at right 
are Rod Politano and Marilyn 
Mueller). The township’s new 
playground got a workout as 
children and grandchildren 
checked out the slides, climb-
ers, and swings. 
photos by S. Ukkola

TSHS Class of ’59 to 
celebrate 59 years 
Sept. 16

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Class of 1959 is 
celebrating their 59th year 
since graduating. They are 
planning a casual get togeth-
er on Sunday, Sept. 16 at 2 
p.m. in the dining room at 
the Vermillion Club and will 
order off the menu. Spous-
es and guests are welcome. 
If possible, please RSVP to 
George Peyla at 218-753-
6228 or bngpeyla@gmail.
com so the VC knows how 
many to expect. If plans 
change, come even if you 
don’t RSVP.

Grief Education and 
Support Group meets 
Sept. 6 in Tower

TOWER- A monthly 
Grief Education Support 
Group is ongoing and 
meets the first Thursday of 
the month from 2 - 4 p.m., 
The next session will be on 
Thursday, Sept. 6 at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 
304 Spruce St. This group is 

open to anyone in the area 
who has experienced the 
death of a loved one.

Experiencing the death 
of a loved one can be a very 
difficult experience. Learn-
ing about the grief process 
and having support from 
others can help a great deal. 
Please consider reserving 
your spot to participate. 
There is no cost for the 
group.

Discussion for the Sept. 
6 group will be “What I 
wish others understood 
about my grief journey” as 
well as an introduction to 
the book club selection.

Registration is not 
required, however it is rec-
ommended. Please call East 
Range Hospice at 218-749-
7975 or 1-877-851-2213 to 
register.

This Grief Educa-
tion and Support Group is 
sponsored and facilitated by 
Essentia Health St. Mary’s 
East Range Hospice, Patient 
and Family Grief Support 
Services.

 

Soudan Baptist 
Church was filled 
from top to bottom 
as the community 
came by to wish a 
happy retirement to 
Pastor Gary Watts 
during an afternoon 
reception with a 
musical program 
held on Aug. 26. The 
couple will be mov-
ing to the Twin Cities 
area. Both Gary and 
Lynn have been very 
active members of 
the Tower-Soudan 
community.

photo by S. Ukkola

Soudan Baptist and 
the community says 
goodbye to Pastor 
Gary and Lynn Watts

FIND 
It Here
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Week of  Sept. 3

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Sept. 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Transfer station
Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

SENIOR DINING

Read 
It Here

Robin Majerle
Independent Sales Consultant
“Norwex your life!”

improving quality of life

www.RobinMajerle.norwex.biz
rockinrobin54@frontier.com

201 N 3rd Street
PO Box 626
Tower, MN 55790

218-780-1739

TOWER- This year, Verm-
milion Country School will be 
providing Meals on Wheels deliv-
eries to homebound seniors age 60 
or older living in the city limits of 
Tower or Soudan. Meals are avail-
able Monday through Friday on 
days the school is in session. Cost 
for each meal is $4. 

To register for Meals on 
Wheels, or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior Nutri-
tion at 218-735-6899. 

This program is funded un-
der contract with the Arrowhead 
Regional Development Commis-
sion’s Area Agency on Aging as 
part of the Older Americans Act 
Program.

Vermilion Country School 

and AEOA also sponsor a senior 
dining site at the charter school 
in Tower. All meals include salad 
bar, fruit, choice of beverage and 
dessert. 

Reservations are appreciated 
the day before, or morning of, but 
walk-ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. Seniors 
age 60 and older who have reg-
istered for the program and their 
partners qualify for special pric-
ing of $4 per meal, but all ages 
are welcome at the regular rate of 
$5.75. There are no income guide-
lines. 

Meals are served from 12 
noon – 1 p.m. on days when the 
charter school is open. Call the 
school at 218-753-1246, ext. 1003 

for reservations, or call AEOA at 
1-800-662-5711 ext. 7323 for the 
one-time registration process.

The menu for the first week in 
September is:

Monday- Labor Day- No 
school, no lunch served

Tuesday- Chicken Noodle 
Soup, Cheesy Bread Sticks, Mar-
inara Sauce

Wednesday- Beef Fried Rice, 
Bread Stick, Peas

Thursday- Lasagna, Dinner 
Roll

Friday- Chicken Chow Mein 
over Brown Rice, Fortune Cookie

New “meals on wheels” option for 
senior dining this year in Tower

Klobuchar, 
Smith, Nolan 
Announce More 
Than $80,000 for 
Infrastructure 
Improvements at 
Tower Municipal 
Airport

 WASHINGTON, 
DC – Senator Amy Klo-
buchar, Senator Tina 
Smith, and Representa-
tive Rick Nolan today 
announced that the U.S. 
Department of Transpor-
tation has awarded Tow-
er Municipal Airport 
a grant of $81,000 for 
infrastructure improve-
ments.

 “These critical in-
vestments in our infra-
structure help create 
good jobs on the Iron 
Range while enhancing 
public safety,” Klobu-
char said. “This award 
will benefit all who trav-
el through Tower Munic-
ipal Airport.”

“Airports are driv-
ers of economic devel-
opment,” said Smith. “I 
look forward to seeing 
the improvements to 
Tower Municipal bring 
additional opportunities 
to the Iron Range.”

 “This funding 
for the Tower Munic-
ipal Airport will help 
strengthen our rural 
economy and keep our 
travelers safe,” Nolan 
said. “By investing in the 
Tower Airport, we are 
investing in good-pay-
ing local jobs, tourism, 
fire safety, and the Iron 
Range.”

This grant will help 
fund airfield guidance 
signage, airfield naviga-
tional aids, and perime-
ter fencing.

TOWER- Would you like 
to know more about the history 
and future plans for the fire hall, 
which is the oldest historic pub-
lic building north of Duluth?  
Please attend the Tuesday, Sept. 
18, Tower-Soudan Historical 
Society annual meeting “His-
toric Fire Hall Restoration, Our 
History and Our Future.” The 
meeting is free and open to the 
public. It will include a video 
tour of the fire hall, highlighting 
historic photos, existing con-
ditions, and future restoration 
plans.  Presenters will be historian 
Leone Graf and grantwriter Nancy 
Larson.

Leone Graf has a MA degree 
in Historic Preservation and a BS 
in construction, as well as exten-
sive hands-on work experience.  
She has a background in historic 
restoration and restoration con-
struction, has managed projects 
for other registered buildings and 
national landmarks, and is metic-
ulous in applying her expertise 
and historic restoration methods in 
projects.  She has experience as a 
curator with Savannah Georgia’s 
Coastal Heritage Society and their 
two national landmark facilities. 
Currently she serves as president 
of the St. Louis County Historical 
Society.

Nancy Larson is a citizen vol-
unteer and vice-president of the 
Tower-Soudan Historical Society. 

She has over 30 years of commu-
nity and economic development 
experience.  She directed the St. 
Louis County Community Devel-
opment and Housing activities for 
16 years and facilitated the devel-
opment of several housing proj-
ects in northern Minnesota.  She 
was instrumental in establishing 
and managing the St. Louis Coun-
ty Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority for 15 years.  Current-
ly she is the CEO of Communi-
ty Coaching Inc., a planning and 
development and health/wellness 
corporation in Minnesota.  She as-
sists nonprofit organizations and 
communities in planning and cre-
ating projects, and develops grant 
applications to secure financing.   
Larson grew up in Tower and has 
many memories of the Tower fire 
hall when it served as Tower’s rec-
reation building.  She travels each 
winter and lives in Soudan and on 

Lake Vermilion’s Ely Is-
land in the summer.

The event will be 
held at the Tower Civic 
Center and starts with 
social time at 5 p.m.  
There will be a silent 
auction.  The free pre-
sentation focusing on the 
historic fire hall starts at 
5:30 p.m.  Dinner will 
be served at approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m. and 
features a champagne 
chicken and beef au jus 

buffet catered by Chef Marko Ste-
fanich. There is a $15 cost (payable 
that evening) for the dinner, which 
is open to all.  Dinner reservations 
are required and must be made in 
advance; please call TSHS at 218-
753-5021 by Monday, Sept. 10, 
and leave a message with your 
name, phone contact, and number 
of attendees.  

Immediately following dinner, 
members of the Historical Society 
will hold their annual meeting with 
a summary of the year’s activities, 
election of board members, and 
voting on a bylaws amendment.

TSHS membership dues for 
2019 will be accepted at the annual 
meeting.  A single membership is 
$10, and a family membership is 
$20.

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot

TSHS annual meeting and dinner set for Tuesday, Sept. 18

SOUDAN- Tower-Soudan 
ECFE and Breitung Township 
invite you to Big Truck Night on 
Thursday, Sept. 13 from 4 – 6 p.m. 
at the Soudan Park and Recreation 
Area. Come check out big rigs like 

fire engines, ambulances, dump 
trucks, dozers and more. Hot dogs 
and refreshments will be avail-
able. The event is free and open to 
all families with young children. 
Contact ECFE at 218-753-4040 

ext 6113 for more information. 
Listen to WELY for event cancel-
lation due to inclement weather. 

Big Truck Night on Thursday, Sept. 13

Isaac Tuchel checks out one of the Breitung Fire Department rigs at last year’s Big Truck Night 
event. file photo



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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SUPPORTING THE ARTS

AROUND TOWN
Tuesday Group 
schedule

ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Sept. 4 – Labor Day 
Break 

Sept. 11 - Meet New 
Elyites

Highway 1 traffic 
restricted

REGIONAL - A 
resurfacing and culvert 
repair project on Hwy 1 
continues in Lake County. 
Motorists traveling on 
Hwy 1 between Finland 
and Isabella  will be 
restricted to a single lane 
of traffic controlled by 
flaggers as a resurfacing 
and culvert repair project 
continues.

The lane restrictions 
will be in effect through 
late September.

OUR COMMUNITY

ELY - The Donald 
G. Gardner Humanities 
Trust’s second grant cycle 
of the year has a grant 
application deadline of 
noon on Friday, Oct. 26.

 “The Trust has again 
spent some time review-
ing a couple of the grant 
applications.” said Keiko 
Williams, the Trust’s 
executive director. “The 
Trust tries to review and 
update different grant pro-
grams each year so that the 
guidelines and application 
are more clear.” 

Applicants should 
note that the Individual 
Artist and organization 
Project Grants have been 
updated. Youth Grant 
applicants are reminded 
that they need to schedule 
a grant review meeting 
with Williams in order 
to go over their draft 
application. “This should 
really help the individual 
youth to make their appli-
cations as compelling as 
possible,” she said. Youth 
Grant applicants must 
call and schedule their 
grant review meeting by 
Monday, Oct. 1. 

Artists and groups 
can apply for grants in the 

following four categories: 
 Individual Artist 

Grants encourage devel-
oping and established 
artists with funding of up 
to $1,000 to take advan-
tage of an impending, 
concrete opportunity;

 O r g a n i z a t i o n 
Project Grants support 
activities in the fine arts 
and for the Ely Public 
Library. Grant support is 

intended to make it pos-
sible for organizations to 
present or produce a fine 
arts activity;

Youth Grants are 
awarded to Ely school 
students in grades 6-12 
who have an interest in 
and demonstrate high 
motivation in the fine 
arts. The youth grants of 
up to $750 can be used 
for workshops, classes, 

lessons or mentorships;
 O p e r a t i o n a l 

Funding Grants fund 
high-quality, established 
Ely area organizations that 
produce or present fine 
arts activities or provide 
services to artists.

Individuals and orga-
nizations that would like 
to have a draft application 
reviewed can contact 
Williams by mid-Octo-

ber. The office is open 
for any one whowould 
like to stop by, usually 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 

Grant forms and eli-
gibility requirements are 
available on the Gardner 
Humanities Trust website 
at www.gardnertrust.
org. Those without inter-
net access can contact 
Williams by phone at 
218-365-2639 or email at 
info@gardnertrust.org to 
have an application mailed 
to them. Completed appli-
cations can be mailed to 
the Trust office at P.O. 
Box 720, Ely, MN 55731 
or dropped off at the Ely 
City Hall, Clerk’s Office, 
at 209 E. Chapman Street.

The purpose of the 
Trust shall be for the 
enhancement, growth and 
improvement of: The Ely 
Public Library; arts and 
artisans of Ely and sur-
rounding area, to include 
the performing arts, the 
visual arts and literature; 
creating and funding of 
scholarships, educational 
and artistic grants; and the 
cultural and aesthetic envi-
ronment of the city of Ely 
and its surrounding area.

Gardner Humanities Trust offers grants

 Watercolor class at the Ely Public Library, taught by Dafne Caruso, as 
“community impact” portion of her Trust Individual Artist Grant.

ELY – Journalists 
from around the world 
gathered here last week 
to hold a public roundta-
ble discussion on foreign 
policy and global politics. 
The journalists’ visit is 
part of the World Press 
Institute fellows program 
touring the United States 
this summer. Ely has been 
part of the tour for more 
than 30 years that includes 
New York, Washington, 
D.C., and other major 
U.S. cities.

The 2018 World Press 
Journalists who visited Ely 
include:

 Josefina Pagani, 
Argentina, agricultural 
and economics reporter 
for La Nacion newspaper 
in Buenos Aires;

Rafael Gregorio, 
Brazil, political reporter 
and editor for Folha de 
S.Paulo newspaper in São 
Paulo;

 Yana Nikolova, 
Bulgaria,  reporter and 
special correspondent for 

NOVA TV in Sofia;
 Jenny Jannari , 

Finland, head of staff for 
Kauppalehti Optio busi-
ness magazine in Helsinki;

 Jalees Andrabi, 
India, special correspon-
dent for Agence France 
Presse news agency in 
New Delhi;

 Lidiana Rosli , 
Malaysia,   business 
journalist at New Straits 
Times newspaper in Kuala 
Lumpur;

Saw Nang Lwin, 

Myanmar, reporter and 
producer for The New 
York Times newspaper in 
Mandalay;

 Joana Azevedo 
Viana, Portugal, digital 
desk editor for Renascenca 
Multimedia Group in 
Lisbon;

Alexey Kovalev, 
Russia, managing editor 
for Coda Story Russian 
online digital media in 
Moscow.

World Press forum hosted in Ely

Kids flock to Ely Folk School’s canoe event
‘Youth & Family Day” at the Ely Folk School’s birch bark canoe project 
last Wednesday drew dozens of kids and adults from Ely Community 
Resource and the  Wild Within Daycare.  Activities included craft-
ing miniature canoes and canoe paddles and paddling a traditional 
Ojibwe bark canoe at Semer’s Park beach.  Mayor Chuck Novak greet-
ed families, canoe artisan Erik Simula explained how bark canoes are 
made and Ojibwe youth from the Bois Forte community shared drum 
songs led by Jordan Gawboy. A special guest was Erik Torch with the 
Northland Foundation that helped support this summer’s EFS birch 
bark canoe project.  A similar event is planned for Saturday, Sept. 15 at 
the Bois Forte Tribal Center on Lake Vermilion, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The public is invited. photo by Brad Carlson
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OUTDOOR THEATER

Ely Public  Library

BACK TO SCHOOL

Ely Library events for September
Preschool Storytime - every Friday morning at 

11 am.
Monday, Sept. 3 - Library Closed for Labor Day
Wednesday, Sept. 5 - 6 p.m. - Adult Summer 

Reading Party - for adults
This event is for adults who participated in the 

summer reading program.  We will gather for discus-
sion of books read over the summer, some snacks, and 
prizes for those who met their goal.  This program is 
sponsored by Friends of the Library.

Friday, Sept. 7 - 6:30 p.m. - Land of Stories Late 
Night - for grades 4-8

Do you know Queen Red Riding Hood?  How 
many things have you collected for your wishing spell?  
Come for a night of fairy tales and magic - trivia, 
games, and a special team puzzle.  You will need to 
fill out a registration form in advance for this event as 
numbers will be limited.  Sign up early to be sure to 
be on the team that you want.  Contestants will also 
be required to place their phones and other personal 
items into a locked container for part of the evening 
(similar to doing an Escape Room).  We encourage you 
to dress up for the evening.  This program is sponsored 
by Friends of the Library.

Monday, Sept. 10 - 3 p.m. - Friends of the Library 
Book Discussion - for teens and adults

The title for discussion is The Woman in the 
Window by A.J. Finn.  You do not need to be a member 
of Friends of the Library to attend.

Thursday, Sept. 13 - 3:30 p.m. - Movie Matinee: 
Curious George - for all ages

Looking for a fun way to spend the afternoon?   
Join us for popcorn and a movie at our monthly 
Movie Matinee series. Each month we have a fun 
family-friendly movie for you to enjoy in our meeting 
area. This month’s title is Curious George.   We’ll have 
the popcorn ready for you.   This program is sponsored 
by Friends of the Library.

Friday, Sept. 21 - 3:30 p.m. - Pinterest Projects 
- all ages

A program for creative patrons of all ages.  This is 
part of a series of programs based on a crafting theme.   
The theme for this month is CDs.   This is the perfect 
craft session for you if you find yourself pinning lots 
of ideas on Pinterest that you never go back and use.   
The library will supply materials.  This program is 
sponsored by Friends of the Library.

Friday, Sept. 28 - 6:30 p.m. - NASA@My Library: 
Apollo Missions to the Moon - elementary to adult

Learn a little more about how NASA went to the 
moon and what they found there.   We’ll take a virtual 
look at how materials brought back from the moon are 
studied and the special storage areas in JSC’s lunar lab.  
We will have a lunar sample disc at this program for 
people to look at actual moon rocks and regolith (soil) 
samples that the astronauts brought back.   This program 
will be geared toward teens and adults, but interested 
elementary students are welcome.   This program is part 
of our NASA@ My Library partnership.   The NASA@ 
My Library project is led by the National Center for 
Interactive Learning at the Space Science Institute.    
Partners include the American Library Association 
(ALA) Public Programs Office, Pacific Science Center, 
Cornerstones of Science, and Education Development 
Center.   NASA@ My Library is made possible through 
the support of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) Science Mission Directorate 
as part of its STEM Activation program.   Lunar sample 
disc on loan from NASA.

ELY- Sod House 
Theater presented a 
bluegrass-infused adap-
tation, of “An Enemy 
of the People,” in Ely 
last  weekend.  The 
production played at 
Semer’s Park pavilion 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

Written by Henrik 
I b s e n ,  a d a p t e d  b y 
Darcey Engen, Luverne 
Seifert, Brian Laidlaw, 
and Ashley Hanson, Sod 
House Theater will joined 
forces with local talent 
to celebrate summer 
and community through 
the experience of live, 
site-specific theater.

The classic play, “An 
Enemy of the People,” 
examined how a com-
munity responds when 
a local doctor threatens 
to expose that the water 
it relies upon for tourism 
is being poisoned. The 
play questions how far 
a community will go 
to protect their town’s 
secret in order to avoid 
financial ruin.

 “We’ve chosen com-
munities to perform  that 
have recently experi-
enced water pollution 
issues, and whose lakes 
and rivers are a major 
contributor to their 

tourism economy,” said 
Luverne Seifert, co-artis-
tic director of Sod House 
Theater. After each per-
formance, water experts 
from local organizations 
facilitated conversations 
centered on local water 
issues in hopes that the 
play and community dia-
logue will inspire water 
conservation.

Sod House Theater 
is a Minneapolis based 
theater group that tours 
professional productions 

to greater Minnesota 
communities.  Founded 
in 2011 by co-artistic 
directors Darcey Engen 
and Luverne Seifert, 
Sod House has present-
ed several reimagined 
classics including, “The 
Cherry Orchard,” “The 
Visit ,”  “Peer Gynt,” 
“Urinetown,” and the 
original “Hoopla Train 
with Yard Master Yip and 
his Polkastra.” 

Sod House Theater comes to Ely
The shore of Shagawa Lake at Semer’s Park 
was the setting for a production by Sod House 
Theater last weekend. photos by K. Vandervort

Ely Washington Elementary School student Lucy Lutherns was helped by her mom, Devon, last 
week in finding her name on the classroom assignment list for the new school year. All Ely stu-
dents begin their first day of classes on Tuesday, Sept. 4. photo by Keith Vandervort



Labor Day weekend 
is upon us.  How did it get 
here so quickly?  Tradi-
tionally, this weekend is 
the last hurrah of summer. 
Labor Day in the United 
States is a public holiday 
celebrated on the first 
Monday in September. 
It honors the American 
labor movement and the 
contributions that workers 
have made to the strength, 
prosperity, laws and 
well-being of the coun-
try. Speeches are usually 
made followed by picnics 
and barbeques. Those 
of us living on the lake 
notice a real slow down 
of activity after Labor 
Day weekend.  Don’t get 
too depressed, howev-
er, we still have plenty 
of celebrating to do.

Don’t forget the 
Crane Lake Labor Day 
Events beginning:

Friday, Aug. 31  
Fish fry at Voyagaire
Trading Post Run be-

ginning at Andersons to 
pick up your map

Saturday, Sept. 1
Pancake Breakfast at 

the Chapel 
Guided Trail Hike by 

Lori Sanborn
Arrowhead Hunt at 

Pine Point Lodge
Music at Voyagaire
Sunday, Sept. 2
5th Annual 5K walk/

run at Nelson’s Resort be-
ginning at 9 a.m.

Registration the day 
of race at Nelson’s Resort 
from 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.

Prior registration 
guaranties a race hat.  
Pre-registration call 218-
993-2295

The Crane Lake 5K 
Run/Walk has registration 
of $25. For adults 12 and 
under, $20. For under 5, 
free. The race is followed 
by Nelson’s Bloody Mary 
Bar 

Nondenominational 
Church Services, Crane 
Lake Chapel 11:30 a.m. 
Come as you are

Ice Cream Social and 
Trading Post Run Awards 
at Handberg’s Marine

There will be La-
bor Day sales at area gift 
shops all weekend

Join in all the fun of 
an end-of-summer week-
end.  If you wish for 
more information, visit 
cranelake.com, click ac-
tivities, news and events.                        

Saturday night the 
sky was alive with light-
ning bolts and a down-
pour of much needed 
rain. What is lightning?  
The occurrence of a nat-
ural electrical discharge 
of very short duration and 
high voltage between a 
cloud and the ground or 
within a cloud accompa-
nied by a bright flash and 
typically also thunder.  
Clouds may look fluffy 
and innocent, but they are 
actually active places. 

At their most ex-
citing, they can create 
the wondrous effect of 
lightning.  At any time 
there are over 2,000 
thunderstorms occurring 

worldwide, each produc-
ing over a 100 lightning 
strikes a second. That’s 
over 8 million lightning 
bolts every day. Each 
lightning flash is about 
three miles long but only 
about a centimeter wide.  
A lightning strike dis-
charges about 1-10 bil-
lion joules of energy and 
produces a current of 
30,000 – 50,000 amps. A 
single lightning bolt un-
leashes as much energy 
as blowing up a ton of 
TNT. A strike is actually 
made up of between three 
and twelve individual 
lightning ‘strokes,’ each 
lasting only a few thou-
sandths of a second.

The storm did not 
damper the spirit of the 
wedding for Harvey Parvi 
and Robin Hoyt at Nel-
son’s Resort. The vows 
were recited in the lovey 
setting under pines in Nel-
son’s yard.  Pastor Craig 
Haberman officiated with 
the Lost Walleye Band 
providing musical enter-
tainment.  Hors d’oeu-
vres and dinner followed 
the ceremony with the 
band again performing 
for dancing and listening 
pleasure. It was a packed 
house, with many out of 
state guests. Everyone 
wishes Robin and Harvey 
many years of happiness. 

Best wishes and con-
gratulations are also sent 
to Emily Huggins and 
Michael Schwanke, who 
became husband and wife 
last weekend.  They are 
planning on residing in the 
Crane Lake area.  Wel-
come to the new couple, 
as well as hopes for a long 
and happy union. It is ex-
citing to have some newly 
wed couples moving into 
the area.

We end this week’s 
news with honors and a 
flag lowered on the pass-
ing of John McCain, a 
true war hero.  The Dames 
are fans of McCain and 
Jeopardy so we add this 
McCain trivia. John Mc-
Cain appeared on the 
classic quiz show, “Jeop-
ardy!” in 1965, two years 
before becoming a pris-
oner of war in Vietnam 
and many years before 
his election to Congress. 
McCain, well-read and a 
trivia buff, won the first 
day’s competition but lost 
the next day by failing to 
answer the Final Jeopar-
dy question correctly. So, 
what was the Final Jeop-
ardy question that tripped 
him up? The category was 
Literature, and the ques-
tion was: “Cathy loved 
him, but married Edgar 
Linton instead.” Emily 
Brontë buffs know that 
the answer is Heathcliff. 
However, McCain could 
only recall the name of 
the book and answered in-
correctly as such: “What 
is Wuthering Heights?” 
John McCain died Sat-
urday after battling brain 
cancer. He was 81. The 
nation mourns you, may 
you rest in peace, John.  

Let us hear from you! 
Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax 218-757-
3533 or by phone to San-
dy at 218-757-3233 and it 
will be added.

Until next week the 
Teapot Dames are singing 
off.
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MUSIC AND MINESCrane Lake News and 
Labor Day events by the 
Singing Teapot Dames 

American Legion Post 480 selling 52 
Club dinner/drawing tickets

ORR- The Orr American Legion is holding a 52 
Club dinner and drawing. Tickets are $52; one tick-
et admits two people. Only 260 tickets are sold, so 
act quickly for your 52 chances to win. The drawing 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 13 at the Orr Ameri-
can Legion Hall. Dinner is at 6 p.m. and drawing at 
7 p.m. Tickets are on sale at the following locations 
in Orr and Cook: American Legion Hall, Pattenn’s 
Café, Pelican Bay Foods, Orr Muni, Norman’s One 
Stop, Oveson’s Pelican Lake Resort and Inn, VFW 
Post 1757, Auto Value, and Northwoods True Value 
Home Center, or call 218-404-5847. Tickets are on 
sale in the Tower area at Benchwarmer’s and Lake 
Vermilion Houseboats. Proceeds go to scholarships, 
community projects, and charities.

Cook’s NWFA Gallery Events in 
September

Kris Musto and Jeanne O’Melia will exhibit at 
210 S. River Street in Cook, Minn. on Aug. 30th 
throughout September Wednesday, Thursday and 
Fri. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m; Sat. from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Using paint, fabric and found objects Jeanne 
and Kris are expressing their connections and con-
cerns through artwork that plays joyfully with what 
it means to be gratefully alive in this big world we 
share. With love for color, texture and meaning.  
Opening reception on Thursday, Aug. 30 from 6 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. Canoe on over and celebrate the experiences 
and images of the ‘Adventures of Jeanne and Kris’ 
exhibit in September. 

Writer’s Group Begins Saturday, Sept. 8th from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Call for art work
Call for Art Work for October in honor of Sue 

Martin.  Contact Shawna at 218 780-6510 for details.
NWFA is a 501(c)3 organized in 2010 to encour-

age the creation, display, performance and appreci-
ation of the arts while providing art education op-
portunities for all ages.  In memory of Susan Martin 
– founder and First President of Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts, a special exhibit will be held as part of 
NWFA’s Member’s Show in October.

Artists, please tap your creative energy and pro-
duce a work of art in her memory and her spirited 
goals for NWFA.   Your creation may be for display 
only, sold at silent auction or for sale at another 
fund raising event for NWFA in memory of Mar-
tin.   Items can be brought to Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts Gallery or mailed to  NWFA, P.O. 44, 
Cook MN.   Gallery  hours are Wednesday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.   Call Shawna Kishel, 218-780-6510, if you 
have questions.  

The opening reception will be on Oct. 5, from 6 
p.m. to 8 pm.

Rocks, Trees, and Water will be the theme and 
it will be open to anyone who wants to capture the 
spirit of the northland she loved through any medi-
um; pottery, painting, sculpture, photography, film, 
music or poetry. 

She was an inspiration to many, a teacher and an 
artist.  We loved her and will miss her and want to 
carry on her spirit by making this an annual event.   

There will also be matted prints of Susan’s work 
for sale, with the generous permission of her family.

Susan Martin, owner of “Moosebirds” on Lake 
Vermilion, was the main energy inspiring the cre-
ation of Northwoods Friends of the Arts during the 
year of 2010.  More information online at at www.
nwfamn.org

COOK-What does the music 
of Bruce Springsteen, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and 
the ghost of Einer the Miner have 
in common?  The answer is found 
in the Minneapolis-based travel-
ing theater troupe Mixed Precip-
itation, and their German Oper-
etta performance of “Dr. Falstaff 
and the Working Wives of Lake 
County.”  

It’s the mid 1970s and tac-
onite processing plant discharge 
is polluting the water, destroying 
the way of life for the fishermen 
of the northern Minnesota Lake 
Superior town of Mineral Bay.   
While the fishing industry col-
lapses, the owners of the taconite 
plant threaten to close the plant if 
the EPA steps in to regulate the 
discharge and protect the water.

As fear looms and hard times 
set in with lay-offs, the nefarious 
Dr. Falstaff comes to town to 
take advantage of the situation, 
creating more chaos, pitting the 
residents against each other.  The 
women of Mineral Bay come to 
understand the “doctor” and his 

intentions of discord. With the 
help of the fictitious ghost of the 
Einer the Miner, they concoct a 
hilarious plan to rid the town of 
him. 

When the judge rules in favor 
of the EPA water protecting reg-
ulations, the residents must come 
together not only save the water 
and fishing industry and create 
new jobs, but to bring the town’s 
people back together.  Weaving 
the music of Bruce Springsteen 
throughout, the performance 

tackles a difficult subject with 
comedic remedy, and soul-search-
ing results as the residents band 
together, “In time of boom and 
bust, brace yourselves; tricksters 
will make fools of all of us.”

The traveling performance 
was made possible with grants 
from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board, Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Council, and funding through 
the Minnesota Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer

Einer the Miner meets 
Springstein in Cook

Cast members with Minneapolis-based Mixed Precipitation theater troupe perform at Cook’s 
Country Connection. photos by M. Roach

Community Notices
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ST. PAUL – Senator 
David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) today re-
minded Minnesotans that 
REAL ID cards will soon 
become available.

 “Minnesota remains 
on track to begin issu-
ing REAL ID-compliant 
cards October 1,” said 
Sen. Tomassoni. “When 
available, the new cards 
will become an accept-
able form of identifi-
cation for domestic air 
travel and to access fed-
eral buildings. If you 
have questions or would 
appreciate additional 
information about the 
new identification cards, 
please contact my office 
by phone at 651-296-
8017 or by email using 
the form online at www.
senate.mn/senatortomas-
soni.”

 
Frequently asked 
questions:

What is a REAL 
ID?

A Minnesota REAL 
ID is a federally com-
pliant driver’s license or 
state ID that will look 
similar to your current 

state drivers license, but 
would contain security 
enhancements intended 
to prevent tampering, 
counterfeiting, or dupli-
cation. They also include 
a bar code with data cur-
rently on your card such 
as endorsements or re-
strictions.

When do you need 
to get a new driver’s li-
cense or ID card?

Minnesotans whose 
driver’s licenses or iden-
tification cards expire 
before October should 
plan to renew their cards 
as they normally would. 
The optional REAL 
ID-compliant cards will 
not be available in Min-
nesota until October.

The renewed license 
will be valid for four 
years, barring a suspen-
sion or revocation.

Minnesotans will be 
able to apply for a REAL 
ID once they are avail-
able in October.

If they choose to ap-
ply for a REAL ID before 
their standard license 
expires, an early renew-
al fee would be charged 
and an additional four 
years would be added to 
the expiration date. 

What do you need 
to obtain a REAL ID?

You need to bring 
proof of identity, date of 
birth, and legal presence 
in the U.S. You also need 
proof of a social security 
number and proof of cur-
rent residency in Minne-
sota. For more informa-
tion, please go to: https://
dps.mn.gov/divisions/
dvs/real-id/Pages/re-
quireddocuments.aspx.

How much do the 
new IDs cost?

The cost for a REAL 
ID is the same as a stan-
dard driver’s license 
($25.25) or ID card 
($19.25). The early re-
newal fee, set in Minne-
sota law, is based on how 
many months the REAL 
ID is obtained before a 
person’s driver’s license 
or ID card expires.

$2 for a renewal 17 
months before expira-
tion; $4 for a renewal 
18-29 months before ex-
piration; $6 for a renewal 
more than 29 months be-
fore expiration.

Why would I want 
REAL ID compliant 
identification card?

When they become 
available in Minneso-
ta, REAL ID-compliant 
cards will be an accepted 
form of identification for 
domestic air travel and to 

access federal facilities.
 These cards can be 

used as a valid form of 
identification and for 
lawful driving privileges.

These cards can-
not be used as border 
crossing documents.

If you do not plan to 
fly on domestic airlines 
or visit federal facilities, 
or if you do not want to 
provide additional proof 
of identity or residency, 
you do not need to get a 
REAL ID.

When will I need a 
REAL ID card to trav-
el?

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity informed the Depart-
ment of Public Safety 
that Minnesotans should 
be able to use their stan-
dard driver’s license or 
ID card for domestic air 
travel until 2020 since 
the state is on track to is-
sue REAL ID-compliant 
cards Oct. 1, 2018.

What can you do 
with an Enhanced Driv-
ers License (EDL) that 
you cannot do with a 
REAL ID?

The EDL can be 
used as a U.S. border 
crossing document and 
for land and sea cross-
ings in certain countries.

The EDL can be 
used for domestic air 
travel and to access fed-
eral facilities now.

The EDL will con-
tinue to be an acceptable 
form of ID for feder-
al purposes even after 
REAL ID compliant 

cards become available.
Obtaining an EDL 

requires additional doc-
umentation and an inter-
view questionnaire.

Cost: driver’s li-
cense $40.25 / ID card 
$34.25.

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!
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Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmobile. 
Sept. 6, 27
Nett Lake – 

Community Center      
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake 
– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 2:30 
p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       
For further information on the Bookmobile or 

Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 
55768  218-741-3840, or check our website at www.
alslib.info.

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less
Stop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Summer Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective May 6)

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

40th Anniversary Celebration draws over 350

Over 350 community members 
and friends (above) stopped 
by the Greenwood Town Hall 
last Saturday to celebrate 
the township’s 40th anniver-
sary. The township’s first 
chairman, Lorne Turner (far 
right) talked to the crowd, and 
members of the Greenwood 
Fire Department did medical 
screenings (pictured at right 
are Rod Politano and Marilyn 
Mueller). The township’s new 
playground got a workout as 
children and grandchildren 
checked out the slides, climb-
ers, and swings. 
photos by S. Ukkola

Senator Tomassoni: Minnesota REAL ID 
Cards Available October 1, 2018

REAL ID Cards



BABBITT- The Arrowhead 
Library System is pleased to present 
321 Art Studio’s “Arthur Zar’s 
Amazing Zebras” by Amy Lucas-
Peroceski, a free art and storytelling 
program offered for ages preschool 
to adult on Monday, Sept. 10 at 1 
p.m. at Babbitt Public Library. The 
program will also be hosted at the 
Cook Library on Friday, Sept. 21, 
at 4 p.m.

 Local author and artist Amy 
Lucas-Peroceski will read her 
book, “Arthur Zar’s Amazing 
Zebras,” and kids can help hunt 
for hidden letters in the zebras’ 
stripes. Amy will also discuss her 
writing and illustration process, 
as well as show original notes and 
sketches.

 The second 
p a r t  o f  t h e 
program wil l 
teach participants 
how to draw 
their own zebra 
on cardstock. 
321 Art Studio 
artists will then 
demonstrate how 
to paint the zebra 
with water-sol-
uble oil pastels. 
A d u l t s  w i l l 
further enhance their zebra by adding 
background to their picture. 

 For the final 20 minutes, partici-
pants will be able to continue working 
on their own zebra with personalized 
help from artists. Questions will be 

answered regarding art 
project materials along 
with the book writing and 
illustration process.

 This program, spon-
sored by Arrowhead 
Library  Sys tem,  i s 
funded with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts 
and Cultural Heritage 
Fund. To learn more 
about Arrowhead Legacy 
Events, please see our cal-
endar at alslib.info, find 

us on Twitter at twitter.com/
ArrowheadLegacy, on Pinterest at 
pinterest.com/alexisleitgeb/lega-
cy-events, or like us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/alslibinfo.

8 August 31, 2018                                                                                                               TIMBERJAY Newspapers

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in 
Tower on Monday, Sept. 10 at the Tower Civic 
Center from 11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a 
$10 charge for the bingo party, which includes 
lunch. All ages are welcome to attend this com-
munity event. Lunch is served starting at 11:45 
a.m., and bingo begins at 12:45 p.m. 

Upcoming dates for bingo are Oct. 1, Nov. 
5, Dec. 3. There is no bingo in January. Bingo 
resumes the first Monday in February. 

Bingo is cancelled in case of inclement 
weather. Call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950 
with any questions.

Vermilion Country School students volunteer at 
bingo during the school year. The event is a fund-
raiser for the charter school. file photo

Vermilion Dream Quilters meet Sept. 6
TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet 

at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 6 in the social hall 
at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower. 

We’ve all had a busy summer with one of the 
highlights being our Trunk Show and workshop in 
August.  If you attended, please bring your project 
for Show and Tell.  We all made great progress 
and there was at least one completed top.  Moving 
forward, our next program will focus on Edge 
Finishes presented by Karen Lamppa and other guild 
members.  As always, please bring your projects to 
share – we all gain inspiration when we see what is 
possible.

Our hostesses for September are Diane Frerichs 
and Michele Sherwood.

Vermilion Dream Quilters is a guild with 
members from throughout the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region and is open to anyone interested 
in quilting and creative sewing.  Members encourage 
and instruct each other and share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill in Tower at 218-753-4600.

Finnish Americans and Friends to meet 
Tuesday, Sept. 4

HIBBING- Gary Kaunonen has done extensive 
research and authored books on the subject of the 
labor struggles on the Iron Range in the early part of 
the last century.  Everyone is invited to listen to this 
integral part of our area history with implications 
that resonate with current labor issues. The meeting 
will be at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 4 at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 4010 9th Ave. (across from the  
Hibbing Cinema). Coffee and a social time follows 
the presentation.

Sons of Norway meet Sept. 6
VIRGINIA- Sons of Norway, Haarfager Lodge 

40, will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 6 in the 
Virginia City Hall Clubroom for the annual Lapskaus 
Supper. The serving committee is Mary Yapel, Richard 
and Phyllis Starich, and Nancy Roseen. Anyone inter-
ested in Norwegian heritage and cultural is invited to 
attend.

Fiberart Guild to 
meet on Sept. 6

VIRGINIA-  The 
Range Fiberart Guild 
will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 6, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church located at 901 4th 
St. S in Virginia.  Guest 
speaker is Sherri Kinkel, 
the owner of Material 
Girl Fabrics and Crafts 
in Virginia, who will talk 
about her product lines, 
services, and classes.

Joint Military 
Retiree 
Appreciation Day, 
Sept. 28 

C A R L T O N -  A 
Joint Military Retiree 
Appreciatio Day will be 
held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 28 at Black 
Bear Casino in Carlton. 
Retirees from all branches 
of the armed forces and 
their family members/
guests are eligible to attend 

to receive updated infor-
mation about retiree enti-
tlement programs.

Pre-registration is 
required and must be 
accomplished by Friday, 
Sept. 21. The registra-
tion form is available 
online at http://www.
mccoy.army.mil/Services/
A C A P _ D o c u m e n t s /
HONORS_2018.pdf, and 
contains detailed infor-
mation about the event. 
Direct any questions to 
608-388-3716.

Family Forest 
Workshop and 
Field Tour, Oct. 6 
at VCC

ELY- Healthy Forests, 
Healthy Habitat Family 
Forest Workshop and Field 
Tour is a program dedicat-
ed to the woodlands we 

care for. Healthy forests 
are important to all of us 
– for the wildlife, recre-
ation, family time, beauty, 
solitude, clean water and 
goods they provide.  Learn 
about what makes a wood-
land great habitat, and 
find out about tools and 
opportunities to keep your 
land healthy. This event 
will be on Sunday, Oct. 
6 from 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
at Vermillion Community 
College, 1900 E Camp St. 
in Ely.

 The day will start with 
presentations on forest 
health and some of the 
tools available to forest 
landowners, followed by a 
catered lunch and a chance 
to talk with professional 
foresters, service provid-
ers, and other landowners. 
In the afternoon several 
nearby woodlands with 
examples of active forest 
management to improve 
forest health and wildlife 
habitat will be toured.

To register, please 
contact the East Range 
Joint Powers Board by 

emailing erjpb@frontier.
com or by calling 218-229-
3671, so that we can plan 
for materials and lunch. 
You are encouraged to 
register by Tuesday, Oct. 
2. All are welcome.

 There is a $10 fee 
at the door to help pay 
for lunch, materials, and 
transportation. We will 
be outdoors for part of the 
day, so dress comfortably 
for the weather. Bring your 
questions and something to 
take notes.

 This event is organized 
by the East Range Private 
Fores t  Management 
Stakeholder’s Group, 
which is a coordinated 
group of forest profes-
sionals from local, state, 
and federal agencies and 
non-government organi-
zations, focused in North 
East Minnesota, that serve 
as a resource for private 
forest landowners to sus-
tainably manage their 
forested lands and habitats.

 

Mesabi 
Community 
Band practice 
begins Sept. 6, 
new members 
welcome

MT IRON- Mesabi 
Community Band, under 
the direction of Paul 
Helfter, will begin rehears-
als on Thursday, Sept. 
6 at 7 p.m. at Merritt 
Elementary School in 
Mt. Iron.  The band is in 
its forty-fourth year of 
performing concerts in 
Iron Range communities.  
The band membership 
consists of musicians from 
throughout the area, from 
Pengilly to Aurora, and 
Cook to Cotton.  Members 
range in age from high 
school to mid-80s. 

The band will perform 
on Thursday, Nov. 8 for 
the Our Salute to Veterans 
concert, and on Saturday, 
Dec. 8 members will join 
the Tuba Christmas per-
formance.   

 The group is always 
looking for new members, 
especially trombone and 
percussion musicians.  
Dust off your instrument 
or drumsticks and join for 
a rewarding and enjoy-
able time with fellow 
musicians. For more 
information, call Holly 
at 218-744-5250, please 
leave a message.

Tower & Soudan
Meals on Wheels

Home Delivery

Beginning September 2018
Tower & Soudan (City Limits)

September - May
5 days per week - Noon

$4 per meal

Meal service is available to homebound seniors age 60 
or older living in the city limits of Tower or Soudan.

To register or for more information,
call AEOA Senior Nutrition at (218) 735-6899

Funded under contract with the Arrowhead Developmental Commissioner’s Area Agency on Aging
as part of the Older Americans Act Program.

Real people.
Real results.

CA081318

415 Main Street
Tower, MN 55790
218.753.6100                 frandsenbank.com | Member FDIC

We Are Having 
a Donation Drive 

for Community 
Organizations!

Bring in gently used business-
casual clothing, food-shelf 

items, and school supplies from

September 1 to
September 21.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to the 
guides, sponsors, 
Fortune Bay and 

volunteers for 
having the Veteran’s 

Fishing Day.

Dennis Passi, USH
Jim Charles, USH

Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!

Bingo set for Monday, 
Sept. 10 at the Tower 
Civic Center

Arthur Zar’s Amazing Zebras at Babbitt and Cook libraries

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/26/2018 North

 
 

 
 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

844-279-6018   

Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you 
sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package or above.

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: 
SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will 
be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain 
qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to 
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with 
other promotional offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 9/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T 
Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All 
other marks are the property of their respective owners.

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 9/30/18. Restrs apply. See below 
for offer details. EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., 

$35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only 
(equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).
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TOWER...Continued from page 1
“What is the current 

contract between Tower 
Vision 2025 and the city?” 
asked council member 
Lance Dougherty.

“There is no current 
development agreement,” 
responded Carlson, who 
noted that the previous 
agreement had expired and 
that the two parties have 
not come to agreement on 
the new terms. 

Kringstad said his 
group had been willing to 
sign an extension of the 
agreement until the city 
made demands that put 
the developers at risk for 
costs the city had originally 
agreed to cover.

“What should have 
happened is that we simply 
changed the dates for begin 
construction and end con-
struction,” he said. 

Harbor committee 
chair Steve Altenburg, 
who is also running for 
mayor, said the request 
for a line of credit or some 
other backing by the devel-
opers had been made upon 
the advice of the city’s 
financial advisors. 

The city did agree to 
explore a pay-as-you-go 
tax abatement plan, but 
that would still put the 
onus on the developer to 
pay for the infrastructure 
if tax receipts failed to 
cover debt service. Still, 
Kringstad said his team 
believes they can make 
that approach work. “That 
does solve this issue that’s 
come up for the city,” he 
said. “But when we first 
signed the agreement, the 
infrastructure funding was 
there.”

“We can’t afford to 
take on any more bonded 
debt,” said City Clerk-
Treasurer Linda Keith. 

“With the pay-as-
you-go tax abatement, the 
developer takes out the 
bond, not the city. That 
means all the risk is on 
them.”

Dougherty expressed 
frustrat ion with the 
delays and the mutual 
finger-pointing that has 
surrounded the project in 
recent months. “I don’t say 
much about this because 
it’s kind of been the harbor 
committee’s deal. “I’ll tell 
you, I’m tired of reading 
about this. To me, it’s so 
convoluted right now that I 
don’t know who to believe, 
who to trust or even if 
anything should be signed 
to move forward.”

Fitton said his confi-
dence in the project has 
diminished over the past 
two and half years, and he 
suggested, without foun-
dation, that if the city were 
to approve infrastructure 
funding, Kringstad could 
come back to the city 
three months later seeking 
funding to build the town 
homes. 

“At what point does 
this become entirely the 
city’s project?” he asked. 

Fitton’s comments 
overlooked some of the 
project’s history, includ-
ing that the city of Tower 
had originally attract-
ed Kringstad’s group to 
the project by seeking 
development services, 
like architectural design, 
marketing, sales, and con-
struction, while the city 

intended to actually serve 
as developer and finance 
the project itself. The city 
changed course shortly 
after bringing Kringstad’s 
group on board, asking 
Tower Vision 2025 to 
serve as developer of the 
town home project, while 
the city agreed to finance 
public infrastructure. The 
city’s latest change now 
puts the potential financial 
risks of much of the public 
infrastructure onto Tower 
Vision 2025. 

Kringstad took issue 
with Fitton’s comment, 
noting that construction 
of the project was always 
to be based on sales, not 
upfront financing, by the 
city or anyone else. “That 
has never changed,” he 
said.

Carlson said the harbor 
committee is asking that 
either the developer sign 
a letter of credit or the tax 
abatement option. “That’s 
where we’re at right now,” 
he said, adding that it’s up 
to the developers to take 
the next step. “The ball is 
in their court and has been 
for quite some time.”

Kringstad said he 
believes that his team can 
make the tax abatement 
approach work. We would 
like to help the city out of 
that situation, which has 
changed from the original 
agreement.”

F i t ton  chas t i sed 
Kringstad for suggesting 
that his team was “helping 
out the city.”

“They’re getting the 
land for a dollar,” he 
said, and suggested, again 
without foundation, that 

the project stood to net 
close to $4 million profit. 
Fitton said he based that 
estimate on rough calcula-
tions he did on the project 
sales, assuming construc-
tion costs of 50 percent of 
the home price. In fact, the 
construction price for the 
homes, based on financials 
reviewed by this reporter, 
are well above 50 percent 
of the cost, and those costs 
don’t include expenses 
incurred for soft costs, 
including architectural 
design, engineering, mar-
keting, sales commissions, 
insurance, and contingen-
cy. In the end, the project’s 
current projected margin 
is approximately eight 
percent, and most of those 
proceeds are promised 
to outside investors who 
have financially backed 
the project.

Kringstad said his 
group has already spent 
several hundred thousand 
dollars on the develop-
ment. Fitton responded 
saying that the city paid for 
$120,000 of that through a 
grant from the IRRRB and 
stated that Kringstad was 
now coming to the city 
asking for more. 

Kr ings tad  asked 
Fitton what he meant 
by that. “I would say 
that three-quarters of a 
million dollars is asking for 
more,” responded Fitton. 
Kringstad explained that 
those funds are for public 
infrastructure, which the 
city had agreed to finance 
as part of the original 
development agreement. 
Carlson concurred with 
Kringstad. “Those costs 

were always going to be 
on the city,” he said.

“We’re choosing 
our words very carefully 
here,” said Kringstad. 
“There are a lot of pieces 
to this project and I’m not 
blaming anyone and I don’t 
think the city should be 
blaming us. Things happen 
along the way.” Kringstad 
said that finishing platting 
and applying for permits 
had made it impossible to 
meet the timeline in the 
original agreement. 

Carlson said he under-
stands the sense of frustra-
tion by some on the council 
who are less informed 
about the reasons behind 
delays in the project. And 
he suggested the council 
look at setting a deadline 
for the developers to accept 
the new terms of the agree-
ment. The cvouncil agreed 
to give the developers 
until Sept. 25 to accept the 
proposal. 

Other business
In other action, the 

council:
 Discussed sidewalk 

repairs at length, agreeing 
to seek quotes from local 
contractors for work on the 
sidewalk along the west 
side of the Scenic Rivers 
clinic (Spruce Street) as 
well as in front of the 
U-Betcha antique shop, 
where a woman recently 
fell face first due to rough 
sidewalk there. 

  Approved the 
installation of a holding 
tank for wastewater at the 
airport pending a review 
by City Engineer Jason 

Chopp. The single bid, for 
$33,500, from CW Winger 
was significantly above 
earlier estimates for the 
cost of the project. The new 
holding tank was made 
necessary by the coun-
cil’s decision last year to 
abandon the septic drain-
field that used to serve the 
city’s campground and still 
serves the airport. 

  A p p r o v e d  a 
2018-19 propane contract 
with Como for 1.09.9 per 
gallon. The council also 
approved a motion to limit 
the employee propane 
discount to employees 
who receive a W-2 from 
the city.

 Agreed to send a 
letter to residents of North 
Third Street asking them 
not to park off-street in 
the drive lane. The narrow 
nature of portions of the 
road is creating problems 
for emergency vehicles 
and delivery trucks when 
two cars park on either side 
of the road. The council 
opted to seek the cooper-
ation of residents of the 
street before considering 
other possible approaches 
to address the problem.

 Approved the loca-
tion of the Welcome to 
Tower sign at the inter-
section of Hwy. 169 and 
Hwy. 135. The council 
also approved hiring CW 
Winger to do site prep, at 
a cost of $3,000. 

 Heard a proposal 
from Greg Dostert for the 
creation of a joint youth 
recreation board. 
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ELY...Continued from page 1
comment but cannot attend 
Tuesday’s hearing, or who 
wish to submit further 
evidence, are asked to 
submit their information 
and evidence to the PUC 
by going to www.mn.gov/
puc and selecting Speak 
up! The docket number for 

the case is 18-122.
Additionally, com-

ments may be submitted 
to consumer.puc@state.
mn.us or by sending a 
letter to: Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission, 121 
7th Place East, Suite 350, 
St. Paul, MN 55101.

Additional informa-
tion on the case can also be 
found on the PUC website.

The specific room 
number for the hearing 
at Vermilion Community 
College was not available 
as of press time.

CLERK...Continued from page 1

manner required. “After 
review of the test mate-
rials, the public accuracy 
tape did not agree with the 
predetermined results,” 
writes Chapman. “In fact, 
it appears the test was 
incomplete because eleven 
ballots for each precinct 
were not marked using 
the AutoMark machine,” 
Chapman continued. 
According to the inves-
tigation, Chapman said 
it appears that the blank 
ballots that were supposed 
to be used for testing were, 
instead, handed out to 
voters on election day. 

At the same time, 
Chapman noted that elec-
tion officials in Tower 
conducted what partial 
testing they did do on a 
back-up disk, rather than 
the primary disk that elec-
tion officials are supposed 
to use for the election. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Chapman, election offi-
cials must test the actual 
equipment and software 

disks that will be used on 
election day. The back-up 
disks are only provided 
for use in the event that 
the primary disk were to 
fail on election day. 

Chapman also cited 
major errors in the voting 
tabulations provided to 
the county by Keith after 
the Aug. 14 primary. 

The process for elec-
tions is designed to ensure 
accountability in order to 
prevent errors or fraud. In 
order to do that, election 
officials must account 
for each ballot that they 
receive from the county 
and the numbers must add 
up at the end of the day.

On the summary 
report provided by Keith 
to county officials, it 
claims 370 total ballots 
were provided to the city 
by the county. “We’re not 
sure where they came up 
with that,” Chapman said 
during an interview this 
week with the Timberjay. 
“We recorded 150 pre-

cinct one ballots.” The 
county also provided 50 
ballots for precinct two, 
which should have totaled 
200. The other ballots that 
the county provided were 
for testing purposes only. 

Keith also listed eight 
absentee ballots on the 
summary sheet, while 
Chapman said it appears 
there were actually 25. 

Perhaps the most 
glaring error was the 
discrepancy between the 
number of voters reported 
by election judges and the 
number of ballots report-
ed in the ballot box at the 
end of the day. Based on 
signatures, a total of 131 
city residents turned out 
to the polls on Aug. 14. 
According to Chapman, 
there should be the same 
number of ballots in the 
ballot box, yet Keith 
reported 345. 

At the same time, 
Keith failed to submit any 
summary information for 
precinct two, as required 

by state statute. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

Chapman, Keith also 
mishandled absentee 
ballots, by mixing them 
into the ballot box “due to 
confidentiality concerns 
that the City Clerk had.” 
Yet Chapman notes that 
state law “requires that 
absentee and polling place 
vote totals be reported 
separately.”

City officials also 
mishandled the ballots 
and other election mate-
rials in the wake of the 
voting. “When election 
supplies were returned 
[to the county], all voted 
ballots were in clear 
unsealed bags and not in 
sealed envelopes signed 
by election judges as 
required.” 

Keith also sent all 
three summary envelopes 
back to St. Louis County 
even though election 
officials are trained and 
reminded that one of the 
three envelopes is sup-
posed to be retained by 
the local election admin-
istrator so they can answer 
questions, and also serve 
as a back-up in case the 
other ballots are damaged 
in transit to county offices.

While Chapman said 
the occasional error or 
irregularity isn’t that 
uncommon among the 

172 precincts and 75 
unorganized territories 
overseen by the county, 
he said the number and 
scale of mistakes in the 
recent Tower election 
was extraordinary. “I’ll 
be honest, I don’t recall 
seeing this many issues 
before,” he said. And the 
problems may not have 
been limited to the recent 
primary election. “The 
investigation focused 
on the recent state and 
federal primary election; 
however, the auditor’s 
office has been made 
aware of citizen concerns 
relating to previous elec-
tions, said Chapman”

Keith, at a special 
council meeting this past 
Thursday, attempted to 
put the onus on St. Louis 
County for failing to 
provide a “packing slip” 
that detailed all of the 
materials. Chapman said 
given the large number of 
precincts they serve for 
each election, producing 
a packing slip for each 
one would be a major 
undertaking that would 
serve little purpose. He 
noted that the election 
day ballots come sealed 
in plastic and both the 
number of ballots and 
the precinct are clearly 
labeled. 

Keith had also sug-

gested earlier that the 
county had provided loose 
ballots along with the 
sealed ones. Chapman 
said the “loose” ballots 
are clipped together with 
a large black clip and 
are clearly labeled to be 
used for testing. It was, 
apparently, because city 
officials failed to conduct 
the required testing with 
blank ballots that so many 
were left over on election 
day.

“It’s frustrating to 
me,” said Chapman. “We 
cover all this in clerk train-
ing. It’s really unaccept-
able that this many errors 
could happen.” While the 
county supervises elec-
tions, Chapman said there 
is no question about which 
level of government is 
charged with ensuring 
that local elections are run 
properly. “Ultimately, it’s 
the city’s responsibility,” 
he said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Chapman’s letter, the 
city of Tower will be 
expected to reimburse 
the county for the cost 
of the one-on-one train-
ing that Chapman and 
other county officials will 
provide to Keith and other 
election staff on Sept. 13. 

www.twin-metals.com
MINE READER

WE ONLY THRIVE WHEN 
OUR COMMUNITIES PROSPER

One of the values every Twin Metals Minnesota employee holds is an 
unwavering commitment to community. Whether it’s creating new jobs, 
protecting the region’s natural treasures or simply giving back, putting time 
and effort into the places we reside is incredibly important to us.

As children across the country head back to school, we find ourselves 
recommitted to this idea. We believe it’s vital for the future workforce to 
have proper educational resources, which is why Twin Metals has provided 
more than $400,000 in financial support to a variety of community organi-
zations, including Independent School District 696, the United Way of 
Northeast Minnesota, the Ely Area Food Shelf, Hunger Solutions Minnesota, 
the Ely Public Library and more. We could not be happier to support these 
organizations, because to us, seeing northeast Minnesota prosper is at the 
core of what drives us.

When the Twin Metals project is fully operational, students across Minnesota 
will also benefit. Through the Minnesota Permanent School Fund (MPSF), 
royalties will contribute significant revenue to the state’s 2,072 public 
schools. Currently, the MPSF generates an average annual payment of $25 
million to public schools. The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
estimates that new mining projects in the area have the potential to gener-
ate nearly $3 billion in royalty revenue for the state’s Permanent School 
Trust Fund, which would support the education of nearly 900,000 K-12 
students statewide.

At Twin Metals Minnesota, we are proud of the work we’ve done to help 
local communities and are committed to continuing that support, because just 
like our mining project, we know there’s more work to be done.

To learn more about Twin Metals Minnesota come see us at the 2018 Iron 
Range STEM Showcase on October 5 from 4-8 p.m. at the Hibbing 
Memorial Building.

For more information on Twin Metals Minnesota, visit www.Twin-Metals.com. 

August/September 2018

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2018 Buick Encore Essence
AWD, Moonroof, Loaded

MSRP  $32,990

Must Finance With GM Financial
Ends 8/31/18

$2,995

$27,392$27,392

2018 Buick Encore Essense2018 Buick Encore Essense

2008 Chevy Cobalt 2007 Chevy Trailbazer LT

2008 Taurus X Wagon 2006 Chevy Silverado LT

2014
Ford Escape

2013 Jeep Wrangler
Rubicon 4x4

Coupe, Gas Saver 4x4
$4,495

Clean Trade Crew Cab, 4x4

Titanium, AWD, Leather,
Loaded

One Owner Trade-In Low Miles,
Heated Seats, Remote Start

$5,995 $7,900

$17,995 $27,995

#9497B Winter Berry

#5388U Blue #5429U Blue

#5947U Grey #3690U White

#6148U Red #3347U Black

Price
Blowout!

PriceBlowout!



ELY - Ely’s annual 
Harvest Moon Festival 
will feature a stunt dog 
show in celebration of the 
end-of-summer event’s 
25th anniversary. Three 
days packed with art and 
craft booths, music and 
stage shows, pony rides 
with petting zoo and great 
food all happens Sept. 7-9 
in Ely’s Whiteside Park.  

“The Harvest Moon 
Festival is a juried art and 
craft festival and  hosts a 
variety of original artisans 
and crafters,” said coor-
dinator Ellen Cashman. 
“Included in the 125 art 
and craft booths are many 
scrumptious food options 
to choose from includ-
ing Asian cuisine, gyros, 
specialty drinks, brats, 
hamburgers, barbecue, 
fries and cheese curds.  
You won’t want to miss 
your chance for a slice of 
the Kiwanis Club’s fresh 
baked blueberry pie – they 
sold out early during the 

Blueberry/Art Festival.”
On Saturday only. 

there will be a fall-themed 
farmers market, filled with 
baskets of chrysanthe-
mums and fresh produce 
such as tomatoes, fresh 
dill, cucumbers and more. 
Try the artisan and ethnic 
breads, bagels and rolls, 
and Finnish baked goods 
such as tarts, cardamom 
bread, and apple strudel. 
“Take home some fresh 
Minnesota-grown eggs or 
meat such as beef, pork, 
chicken, lamb and goat,” 
Cashman said.  

“We have three days 
of great entertainment,” 
she said. It all kicks off 
Friday with Timmy Haus, 
who performs a variety of 
genres from Paul Simon to 

Johnny Cash to Counting 
Crows and more. “A north 
woods’ solo artist with a 
spot-on voice, Haus has 
become a much sought-af-
ter Minnesota artist.”  Haus 
will be on stage from 1–4 
p.m.

“On Saturday we are 
introducing a new show, 
the ‘All-Star Stunt Dogs 
Challenge,’” Cashman 
said.  “The world’s number 
one Stunt Dog Show fea-
tures dogs that have been 
rescued from pounds and 
shelters.  They will be 
performing awesome big 
air stunts, athletic feats and 
high-jumping challeng-
es.  There will be three, 
30-minute shows each 
day with an opportunity 
after each show to meet 

and greet the pooches,” 
she said.

O n  S u n d a y  t h e 
“All-Star Stunt Dogs 
Challenge” will return 
for three more shows. “We 
will also welcome one 
of Ely’s favorite singing 
groups. The Singing 
Slovenes, will be back 
for two performances. 
This non-profit group 
was formed to promote 
the Slovenian heritage 
through native costume 
and song,” Cashman said. 
The Singing Slovenes will 
perform from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m. and 1:30–2:30 p.m.

Another Ely favorite 
for the kids, is Willow 
River Ranch. “They will be 
back with their awesome 
ponies  Go for a pony ride 

all day Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday.  While they 
are waiting to ride the 
kids can enjoy visiting the 
petting zoo and feeding the 

goats,” she said. 
The weekend would 

not be complete without 
a refreshing beer. The Ely 
Jaycees will host a beer 
garden all three days so 
stop by, have a seat and 
enjoy a beer and conver-
sation with friends.   

The hours for the 
festival are Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. and Sunday from 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Visit ely.org 
event calendar for details 
or stop by the information 
booth in the center of the 
park for a listing of all the 
weekend’s entertainment.  

The Harvest Moon 
Festival is sponsored 
by the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce Merchant 
Committee.
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SEASONAL FUN

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

• Slow down
• Don’t pass on the right
• Stop for School bus blinkers
• Stop for the school bus arm
• Be patient - Kids need time to get on and

off the bus.
• Pay attention - Kids may be crossing the

road to get on and off the school bus.

District 3A & 3B representAtives

AS School BeginS, we woulD liKeto
reminD DriverSto follow

theSe ruleSto helP KeeP our KiDS SAfe

roB ecklunD &
MAry Murphy

2018 SUSTAINABILIT Y &  

When: SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
Where: THE ORR CENTER
(10690 HIGHWAY 23, ORR MN 55771)

Time: 9 am to 4 pm
Admission: $1

• Vermicomposting Display
• Master Gardener Displays
• Self-reliant workshops
• Renewable energy systems

HOMESTEADING EXPO

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN:
COMPOST BIN GIVEAWAY / WEATHER RADIO 

AND RAIN GAUGE GIVEAWAY

info@orrcenter.com  | (218) 780-5300 

Visit online at: www.orrcenter.com

Jerry Ford 
Founder of the Minnesota Garlic Fest!
“Growing Garlic in Minnesota”

Jeff Purdy 
Solar Expert & Master Electrician 
“Intro to Solar”

Marshall Helmberger 
Publisher/Editor, Timberjay Newspaper
“Build a Solar Greenhouse”

Jackie Clay Atkinson 
Author, Speaker, Homesteader 
“Fearless Pressure Canning

Along with 6 other classes taught 
by experts in their fields.

Main classes: $10 fee

MAIN SPEAKERS

ORR Center
Orr Recreation & Resource Center, Inc.

Start your homesteading journey!

Self-sufficiency ignites at this

Amazing expo!
Join us in Orr, MN!

10690 Highway 23 | Orr, MN | 55771

With Live Music!With Live Music!
Night on the PatioNight on the Patio

Wednesday Nights until Sept. 19th | 4pm-8pm

Smoked Tri Tip / Potato Salad / Baked Beans 
Dollar Buns 

Music by Pat Surface

 Low Country Shrimp Boil 
Sausage / Corn 

Music by Bittersweet

Carne Asada / Spanish Rice / Pinto Beans  
 Tortilla 

Bruce Bungum

Standard menu available 
No reservations on patio, come early! 

Inside reservations welcome 
Call 218.753.7804 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 5TH

SEPTEMBER 12TH

1450 Bois Forte Rd, Tower, MN 55790 
golfthewilderness.com

With Live Music!With Live Music!
Night on the PatioNight on the Patio

SEPTEMBER 19TH

*If inclement weather, music may be cancelled

Ely’s Harvest Moon Festival marks 25 years

ELY – The local 
branch of the American 
Association of University 
Women and the Ely Rotary 
Club will host a St. Louis 
County Commissioner can-
didates forum on Thursday, 
Sept.20, beginning at 7 p.m. 
at Vermilion Community 
College Theater. 

Th i s  in fo rmat ive 
evening allows communi-
ty members to meet and 
hear both of the District 4 
candidates, Paul McDonald 
and Bernie Mettler, answer 
questions and express their 
views on topics relevant to 
the role of St. Louis County 
Commissioner.

The objective is to 
inform as many people as 
possible of the positions of 
each candidate.

In addition to prepared 
questions by the AAUW 
Ely branch and Ely Rotary, 
written questions from the 
audience will be posed to 
the candidates.  

One of these candi-
dates will be elected to 
replace Tom Rukavina 
as the St. Louis County 
Commissioner for this 
district. The forum will be 
broadcast live on WELY 
radio.

County 
candidates 
forum set 
for Ely

The Singing Slovenes return to the 25th annual Harvest Moon Festival in Ely. They will perform 
at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 9 at Whiteside Park. photo by K. Vandervort

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation
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CHURCH...Continued from page 1
of devotees of the St. 
Peter and Paul Orthodox 
Church, located along 
Hwy. 65, have made sure 
that this church building 
does not suffer a similar 
fate. 

This month, family 
members of the long-
lost Bramble community 
returned to celebrate the 
church’s 100th anniver-
sary.

“The last parishio-
ner was my dad,” Todd 
Lucachick said. His was 
also the last funeral held 
at the church in 2012. 
The Lucachicks built the 
church along with their 
neighbors, the Sorokies, 
and many other com-
munity members over 
the course of four years, 
beginning in 1915. Now 
three generations later, 
the Lucachicks are one 
of the few families left in 
Bramble, and they have 
taken it under their charge 
to make sure the church is 
preserved.

“I grew up with the 
church in the backyard,” 
Lucachick said. “My dad 
was a bus driver for Orr 
High School. There hasn’t 
been this many people in 
Bramble since Tikhvin 
Festivals in the 1970s 
when the archbishop from 
Chicago attended.”

Those festivals drew 
an excess of 200 people 
to the church, and this 
month’s celebration drew 
225, much more than 
Bramble’s current popu-
lation of six.

Saving history
August’s celebration 

nearly didn’t happen. 
Much like the home-
steading communities of 
the past, the church itself 
almost became just one 
more relic of days gone 
by. That was until a Grand 
Rapids priest got involved.

“The reason it is still 
there is because of Fr. Paul 
Berg in Grand Rapids,” 
Lucachick said. “He got 
involved with it in 1967. 
He literally showed up to 
the neighbors who were 
about to hand it over to 
the historical society in 
International Falls. The 
society was going to give 
them 20 gallons of paint. 
The reverend thought they 
would give the church 
away and turn it into a 
museum.”

Instead Rev. Berg 
arranged to help the com-
munity  find its own paint, 
and the restoration on the 
church began.

The church only 
offered regular religious 
services for a few years. 
It continued to be used for 
occasional services and 
community functions for a 
few more decades but had 
largely fallen into disuse 
by the 1960s. 

Lucachick points out 
that even in the congre-
gation’s heyday, it only 
held services during the 
summer months since a 
small stove in the corner 
was barely enough to 
keep the few parishioners 
warm through Christmas 
services in January. 

Twenty years after the 
work began, the church 
was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
by Andrew Lucachick.

An old photo accom-
panies the original applica-
tion, with the church still in 
need of much repair.

Those last repairs 
would be completed, and 
by 2011, the Lucachicks 
and their neighbors and 
many helpers had fully 
repaired the old dome and 
replaced the crosses that 
greeted visitors from its 
rooftop.

Finding family
For the Lucachicks 

and the few who stayed 
after most of the home-
steaders left, knowing 

where they came from was 
relatively easy with their 
history quite literally in 
their backyard.

Others though were not 
so lucky, and their histories 
were nearly reclaimed by 
the Koochiching County 
swamps.

Marge Runnakko 
(Polenik) is one of those 
people. She spoke excit-
edly about her family via 
phone from her home near 
Minneapolis. 

“My grandfather came 
from Poland in 1905, and 
he went to Cleveland,” she 
said. “When he was there, 
he learned about the land 
that was being given away 
in Koochiching County 
in northern Minnesota. 
He moved around 1909. 
He homesteaded on 160 
acres in the county and 
found out that farming 
wasn’t going to work out 
in northern Minnesota. It 
was too rocky. He stayed 
there until 1919 as a part-
time iron mine blast man.”

Other than that infor-
mation, however, the trail 
of family history went 
cold. 

The family had eight 
children, but they were 
too young to have learned 
much family history by the 
time their parents died.  
Runnakko’s grandmother 
died first, in 1927 from 
pneumonia, while her 

grandfather was killed in 
a mining accident shortly 
after.

An early genealogical 
search by Runnakko’s 
uncle was unsuccessful, 
and it would be years 
before she herself picked 
up where he’d left off.

The second search 
began with a genetics 
test and a search through 
church records.

“When I tried to find 
church records, I knew 
they had belonged to 
a Byzantine church in 
Chisholm,” she said. “I 
still had one aunt that 
was alive. I had her DNA 

checked, and it was 100-
percent Polish.”

But Chisholm wasn’t 
the church she was looking 
for. There had been 
another. 

“I found a book about 
the Bramble Church,” 
Runnakko said. “My 
grandfather’s name was 
written on it. I didn’t know 
anything about the church 
until I found the book. 
Something moved me to 
type up my story.”

And earl ier  this 
summer, her research 
led her to the Bramble 
Church’s Facebook page, 
and to Lucachick. Soon, 
everything began to be 
more clear, and while the 
family history was still 
foggy, she was beginning 
to learn more details.

“Some locals took me 
to where my grandfather’s 
land was,” Runnakko said. 
“I took some rocks as a 
souvenir. The experience 
brought me back to what 
their life could have been 
even though they weren’t 
there for a long time.”

And as she has learned 
more, the few stories and 
memories she heard and 
recall as a child began to 
make sense.

“Because I don’t have 
a lot of stories, I can only 
surmise, she said. “There 
was a person named Louis 
Billow. When I found one 
of my uncle’s baptisms, 
that person was his godfa-
ther. My grandfather was 
pretty involved, that he had 
a friend who was integral 
in starting the church as 
the godparent to my uncle. 
The church played a big 
part of their social life. 
When my grandfather 
came from Poland he 
played the clarinet and he 
and my dad and the older 

kids would entertain. It 
was a nine-key clarinet, 
not made anymore. It said 
in that article (the book) 
that it was his prized pos-
session he brought from 
Poland.”

She added, “I felt like I 
was bringing my ancestors 
to life again. Walking on 
the boards of the church 
and knowing they had 
been there and seeing an 
authentic church service. 
And seeing how they’d 
worshiped.”

Going forward
While the population 

of Bramble is sure to 
never return, the tenure 
of the church, no matter 
how little it is used, is far 
from over.

Lucachick said the 
church still has a yearly 
service the weekend after 
Labor Day, although it 
won’t be held this year 
because of the earlier 
anniversary celebration.

With descendants 
coming from as far away 
as California and Georgia, 
the congregation is alive 
and well, even if it is 
scattered.

“I hope that this group 
will be able to keep the 
church going,” Runnakko 
said. “It is amazing they 
have done it for as many 
years as they have.”

Lucachick said the 
work isn’t done, and the 
small group of preser-
vationists carry on their 
work to keep the building 
welcoming to the public.

“We’re going to keep 
the little Bramble Church 
alive. That’s our motto.”

Rev. Radomir Plavsic, pastor of St. Basil of Ostrog Serbian Orthodox 
Church, Chisholm and St. Michael Orthodox Church, Hibbing, stands at 
the alter of St. Peter and St. Paul Church in Bramble. 
photo by Fred Schumacher

WE BUY
GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM • COINS • DIAMONDS

Consistently The Highest Prices Paid In The Area!

Join us on FACEBOOK

ROCKS THE 
314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-ROCK (7625)

JEWELERS

Capture Her BrillianceCapture Her Brilliance

CUSTOM DESIGNS

      WE OFFER
• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom remount
• Jewelry appraisals
• Watch batteries

Designs by

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
Merhar’s Ace Hardware

48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Prices Good ThroughSeptember 3, 2018

LABOR DAY
SALE

IMPRINT AREA

September 2018

Prices good through September 3, 2018.

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. 
Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, 
which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through 
September 3, 2018, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and 
may vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefi ts, product selection/color, sale items, clearance 
and closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. 
Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

 The best tool 
for saving money.®

 Visit acehardware.com for store 
services, hours, directions and more...

 FIND 
US ON:

FREE
Buy one, get one

   Enhance® LED Bulb 4/Pk.
     40 or 60 watt equivalent. 
 Bright White or Daylight.
                     3867926    ,     3867942    ,     3868064    ,     3868072       

$  9  99    
MIX & MATCH!

   Rayovac® Batteries
    AA or AAA 30/pk.
                     3149432    ,     3149465       

    $  13  99    

Buy one, get one

MIX & MATCH!

Buy one, get one

MIX & MATCH!
FREE

each 

each 

17650_Sept_LaborDay_AdSlick_CA.indd   1 8/1/18   9:08 AM

LABOR DAY
SALE

IMPRINT AREA

September 2018

Prices good through September 3, 2018.

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. 
Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, 
which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through 
September 3, 2018, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and 
may vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefi ts, product selection/color, sale items, clearance 
and closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. 
Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

 The best tool 
for saving money.®

 Visit acehardware.com for store 
services, hours, directions and more...

 FIND 
US ON:
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ACE EXCLUSIVE

Ring Video Doorbell 2
Next-gen video doorbell has enhanced video 
resolution and quick-release battery.

3803996

Ring Video Doorbell 2

$19999

ACE EXCLUSIVE

$19999
Buy this:

 Get this

 FREE:FREE:
LED Solar Security Sign, 
3866332

FREE
Buy one, get one

Ace 8' x 10' 
Reversible Poly Tarp
Blue/brown.
73191

$899
each

FREEFREE
Buy one, get one

Rope Tug or Migrator Bird Dog Toy
8472193, 8472318 

Ace Professional Grade 
Duck Tape®,
1.88" x 60 Yd.
42904

FREE
Buy one, get one

$699

$899
each
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FIELD TWP - The Grizzlies opened 
the girls volleyball season on a roll, 
topping International Falls 3-1 on 
Tuesday after defeating Mt. Iron-Buhl 
on Monday in straight sets. 

 “The way the girls played and came 
together as a team was great to see,” 
coach Gabby Sundquist said following 
this week’s action. “They played with 
intensity, they played smart and did a 
great job all around. There is still so much 
to work on going forward but it’s a great 
start to the season.”

Up against the Broncos on Tuesday, 
the Grizzlies took the first two games 
25-16 and 25-8, before dropping the 
third 23-25. They got back on track in 
game five, routing I-Falls 25-11. Morgan 

Burnett led the team on Tuesday with 42 
set assists and two aces. Regan Ratai had 
16 kills with nine good passes. Coley 
Olson had 20 kills, and Hanna Sandberg 
had two aces and seven passes.

Stats for Monday’s game were 

unavailable at press time. The Grizzlies 
dominated throughout, winning 25-14, 
25-16, and 25-20. 

The Grizzlies next travel to Bigfork 
on Tuesday to take on the Huskies. Game 
time is 7 p.m. 

Wolves, Hawks 
take five sets 
to decide
opening match

BABBITT— The 
Nighthawks took the 
deciding fifth game in a 
hard-fought season opener 
with Ely on Tuesday 
after the Timberwolves 
bounced back from an 
early two-game deficit. 
The Nighthawks won the 
first two, 25-23, 25-22, 
before Ely took games 
three and four, 25-22, 
25-20. 

But the Nighthawks 
claimed the win, taking 
the fifth game 15-12.

“What a match,” 
said Nighthawks Head 
Coach Jodi Rogers-
Reichensperger. “I think 
on any given day this 
match could have gone 
either way. Ely did a great 
job mixing up line-ups and 
keeping us guessing.”

Both squads are bring-
ing more experience to the 
competition this year. Ely 
has two returning seniors, 
setter Lida Dodge and 
hitter Kenzie Peterson, 
along with a raft of juniors. 
“They have great depth 
and utilized that to the 
maximum extent,” said 
Rogers-Reichensperger.

Wi th  jus t  e igh t 
players on the roster, the 
Nighthawks are heavi-
ly-reliant on their four 
seniors and two juniors, 
along with freshman 
Hannah Reichensperger. 
Nighthawks junior Lara 
Poderzay led the way on 
Tuesday with 30 set assists 
and Reichensperger, with 
14 kills and nine blocks. 
Senior Sophie Lenz tallied 
12 kills and two blocks, 
while senior Chloe Aase 
added five blocks and 
three kills. 

Lida Dodge led the 

way for Ely with 22 set 
assists, followed by Brielle 
Kallberg with an even 
dozen kills. Jenna Merhar 
added nine kills while 
Erika Mattson tallied eight. 

E l y  w i l l  h o s t 
Li t t lefork-Big Fal ls 
on Tuesday, while the 
Nighthawks are off until 
next Thursday when they 
visit Mt. Iron-Buhl. 
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VOLLEYBALL HOME OPEN

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

.

Football

Volleyball

Friday Sept. 7
North Woods at Mt. Iron-
Buhl, 7 p.m.

Saturday Sept. 8
Ely at Chisolm, 1 p.m.

Sports 
week

 Cross Country

by Marshall Helmberger
Managing Editor

Above: Hannah 
Reichensperger goes 
way up for a spike as 
Kenzie Peterson and 
Breille Kallberg try to 
defend. Right: Hannah 
Reichensperger goes 
for the dig. 
photos by J. Greeney

by Marcus White
Cook/Orr Editor

Left: Kayla Tschida picking up 
the back row hit; right: Kate 
Stone up for the hit against MIB 
block Miah Gellerstedt. photos by 
C. Stone

Tuesday Sept. 4
North Woods at Bigfork,  
7 p.m.

Ely hosts Littlefork-Big 
Falls, 7 p.m.

Thursday  Sept. 6
North Woods at Mesabi 
East, 7 p.m.

NE Range at Mt. Iron-
Buhl, 7 p.m.

Ely hosts Cherry, 7 p.m.

Saturday  Sept. 8
Ely and NE Range at 
Greenway 
Invitational, 10 a.m.

ThursdaySept. 6
North Woods & NE 
Range at Naush-
wauk-Keewatin 2 p.m.

Ely at Virginia, 10 a.m.

Grizzlies dominate in opening week
North Woods volleyball 
goes 2-0 against Mt. 
Iron-Buhl, I-Falls

Battle in Babbitt
FIVE SET SHOWDOWN

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!
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2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM

O R R -  T h e  O r r 
Center is hosting its third 
annual Sustainability and 
Homesteading Expo on 
Saturday, Sept. 8 from 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m. There is a $1 
general admission fee, and 
some of the main classes 
have a $10 fee to attend. 
All of the other workshops 
are free of charge with the 
entry fee.

Learn  about modern 
homesteading, organic 
gardening, preserving 
food, homemade prod-
ucts, renewable energy, natural 
health, green building, sus-
tainable agriculture, and 
much more. There will also be dozens 
of local exhibitors featuring eco-friendly 
products and services.

Featured classes include Jerry Ford, 
founder of the Minnesota Garlic Festival. 
He will share knowledge of how and what 
types of garlic to grow in our area from 
12 – 1:15 p.m. Class fee is $10. 

Marshall Helmberger, Publisher/
Editor of the Timberjay and avid home-
steader will hold a workshop, Building 
your own Solar Greenhouse. He will 

describe the principles of designing a 
greenhouse that is well-suited for our 
northern climate. The greenhouse can 
easily extend your growing season from 
March 1 to December 1 with little or no 
supplemental heat. This class is offered 
from 10 – 11:30 a.m., and the class fee 
is $10.

Jackie Clay Atkinson, author, 
speaker, and homesteader, will teach 
two sessions of a hands-on workshop 
on Fearless Pressure Canning. Learn 

how to safely pressure can 
meats and vegetables, and 
never be afraid of pressure 
canning again. This class 
will be offered from 11:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and again 
from 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
Class fee is $10.

Jeff Purdy, solar 
expert, master electrician, 
and homesteader, will 
share his expertise in living 
off-grid for over 20 years, 
and answer your questions 
on how to plan your own 
solar system. This class is 
offered rom 12:30 – 1:30 
p.m., and class fee is $10.

Ryan Hueffmeier, 
Director of the Boulder Lake ELC in 
Duluth, will lead a class on Earthworms, a 
View from Native to Created Ecosystems 
from 1:30 – 2:15 p.m. Class fee is $10.

Free classes include Shoreline Best 
Management Practices at 9:15 a.m., 
Identifying Forest Invasive Species at 
2:30 p.m., Review of the 2018 Severe 
Storm Season in Minnesota at 2:30 p.m., 
and Vermi Composting 101 at 3:15 p.m.

Pre-registration is recommended for 
classes with fees to guarantee a seat and 

handouts. Email info@orrcenter.com or 
stop by at the Orr Center Thrift Store 
Monday, Wednesday, or Saturday from 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. to sign up. The complete 
class schedule is available online at 
http://www.orrcenter.com/copy-of-orr-
center-expo.

ORR EXPO

Orr Center gearing up for 2018 Orr Center Expo

The fire began 
around the Pickeral 
Bay area last week

ELY- Cooler temperatures 
and rain showers earlier this 
week helped to contain a wildfire 
on Snowbank Lake that started 
Aug. 23 in the Pickerel Bay area.

According to Sarah Shapiro, 
a customer service representa-

tive with the U.S. Forest Service  
LaCroix Ranger District, the fire 
was in “containment status” as 
of Wednesday afternoon. 

Over the weekend, as many 
as 10 U.S. Forest Service fire 
fighters were working to set up 
containment lines. 

A brief thunderstorm early 
Monday morning and rain early 
Tuesday did help alleviate some 
spreading of the blaze.

The USFS sent firefighters 
to the reported fire late last 
Thursday on Snowbank Lake 
at the end of the Fernberg Trail 

east of Ely. 
Accord ing  to  USFS 

Assistant District Ranger Tim 
Engrav. “The fire was found on 
the shoreline in Pickerel Bay and 
was burning in mixed conifer 
trees and heavy blowdown fuels 
from the 2016 windstorm that hit 
this area,” he said. 

 “An initial assessment of 
the fire was done Thursday night, 
but due to fading daylight and 
dangerous dead standing trees on 
site, firefighters were not able to 
safely engage the fire” he said. 

Firefighters arrived on scene 

at the fire early Friday morning to 
make an assessment and engage 
the fire. “Fire activity was report-
ed to be moderate with creeping 
and smoldering,” he said. “The 
fire area has only received a 
trace amount of precipitation 
so far today.”

 Part of the fire did reach 
into a Black Spruce swamp that 
helped to slow the spread. 

One helicopter began water 
drops. A second helicopter was 
ordered and arrived later Friday 
morning. Eight firefighters were 
on-site at the fire to coordinate 

the bucket drops and begin work 
on cutting fire lines,” Engrav 
said. 

There were no closures in 
place due to this fire but a Trail 
Advisory was posted on the 
Kekekabic/Snowbank Trails. 
The fire was located a mile north 
of the Kekekabic/Snowbank 
Trail, so hiking the trail was not 
recommended.

Snowbank Lake fire contained after weekend 
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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E L Y  –  S c h o o l 
Superintendent Kevin 
Abrahamson told Ely 
School Board members 
this week that the appli-
cation for a $1.3 million 
Minnesota school safety 
grant could be a good 
start in helping to fund a 
school building project 
aimed at connecting the 

three campus buildings 
for increased security and 
student safety 

“I’m told that we have 
a pretty decent shot (at 
getting the funding) with 
what we are attempting 
to do,” he told board 
members at a study session 
Monday night. “If we were 
to get the green light on 
this, it would significantly 

change the plans for you 
down the road.”

S c h o o l  B o a r d 
members are consider-
ing architectural plans to 
connect the three campus 
buildings,  Memorial 
School ,  Washington 
School and the Industrial 
Arts building, at the 
shortest distance between 
the structures. With the 

anticipated demolition 
of the former heating 
plant building, a natural 
courtyard would be devel-
oped leading to a single, 
secured entrance during 
school hours through the 
front entrance area of the 
Industrial Arts building.

School board members 
have not reached an agree-
ment on how much they 
want to include in a facil-
ities renovation project 
that would require bond 
referendum approval from 
taxpayers. “While (the 
plans) are not perfect, I 
think they have a lot of food 
for thought,” Abrahamson 
said. “Every time you get 
a new plan it is going to 
have more questions than 
answers.”

The board is consid-
ering the idea of adding 
another full-size gym-
nasium, renovating the 
school cafeteria, media 
center, and locker rooms. 
Relocating the band and 
music rooms is also being 
considered, along with 
revamping the parking 
lots, demolishing the boiler 
plant and rerouting and 
improving infrastructure. 
Estimated costs of at least 
$6 million to $8 million 
have been discussed for 
the entire project.

Board members are in 
the process of determining 
what is “needed” versus 
what is “wanted” in the 
facilities project.

“I know many of you 
have had many questions, 

and this is just the begin-
ning of the discussion,” 
Abrahamson stressed. 
“You can do any number 
of things.”

Preserving the exist-
ing architecture of the 
front of the Industrial 
Arts building was one 
of the considerations 
offered by the design firm, 
Architectural Resources, 
Inc., of Hibbing, in con-
necting the three buildings. 
Abrahamson said that 
doesn’t have to be a deter-
mining factor in how the 
buildings are connected. 
The new front entrance 
could be brought out into 
the courtyard, preserving 
the location of the recent-
ly-remodeled band room, 
and a day-use check-in 
office could be established.

He asked  board 
members to consider ideas 
in determining what the 
plan should include. “Is 
the building connection 
idea acceptable where 
it is farther back rather 
than more forward, and 
is it worth pursuing those 
discussions?” he asked. 
“These plans are here to 
spur discussion. Maybe the 
real option is somewhere in 
between the two options.”

B o a r d  m e m b e r 
Rochelle Sjoberg won-
dered if the board is doing 
due diligence in procur-
ing a design firm for the 
project. “Keeping the 
community and taxpayers 
in mind, I feel the board has 
not had a topic of discus-
sion of who the architect 
will be. Is ARI it? Is that 
what we are doing for a 
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NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Timberjay
P.O. Box 636, 414 Main St
Tower, MN 55790 • 218-753-2950

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 
STOP IN TODAY!

OR CALL...

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

BOOK ORDER FORM
Quantity of Books

OVER 100
HISTORICAL

PHOTOGRAPHS

Book Total - Pick Up $29.95 + tax ($32.16)       Book Total - Mail $39.95

+ Tax

Coming
Soon...

A Regional Favorite

BOOKS
ARE
HERE!

Ely School Board studies options for connecting buildings

 

Cook Care Center partners with Leading Age Minnesota 
and the State of Minnesota to offer online Nursing  
Assistant training at no charge.   
 
Complete the training courses in a matter of weeks from 
the comfort of your own home.  Skills lab and clinicals 
are completed at the Cook Care Center. 
 
Application deadline September 7th.  Apply online at 
www.cookhospital.org or pick up an application from the 
Cook Hospital Business Office.     
 
Requirements: 
 Complete background check  
 Pass drug screening  
 Commit to 90-day employment 
 

Inquire about our sign-on bonus! 
 
For questions, contact: 
Annie Dougherty, RN 
CNA Program Coordinator 
218-666-6218  
adougherty@cookhospital.org 
 

Cook Hospital & Care Center is an EOE. 

 

Join our TEAM! 
 

CNA COURSE 
OFFERED 

Security and safety cited as top concerns; grant funding may be available

See...SCHOOL pg. 5B



ORR - Garlic is a 
staple of al l  things 
Mediterranean, but that’s 
not really its history. One 
Minnesota farmer is bring-
ing his message of gar-
lic’s true origins and why 
northern Minnesota is an 
ideal location to grow this 
popular food to the Orr 
Expo on Saturday, Sept. 8.

“Most people think 
garlic came from hot cli-
mates,” Jerry Ford said, 
“It did not. It originally 
came from the Himalayas 
in China above 7,000 
feet where the tempera-
ture never gets above 50 
degrees. There is even 
a garlic festival in the 
country of Finland.”

Over the centuries, 
trade between Asia and 
Europe made garlic a 
staple of warm climates 
where it was adapted to 
the tropical climate. But 
the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture is working 
to dispel the myth and 
bring garlic to Minnesota 
growers like Ford, who 
heads the Minnesota 
Premium Garlic Project.

“We’re not encour-
aging people to be garlic 
farmers, we are encour-
aging people who are 
farmers to grow garlic,” 
Ford said. “Growing garlic 
here is very different than 
other places like China 
or California where it is 

a commodity crop. The 
garlic we tend to sell here 
is for the table.”

While the project itself 
has focused on the farmers, 
Ford said his presentation 
at the Orr Expo will be 
geared towards gardeners.

He said seed garlic 
thrives in cooler cli-
mates like that around 
the Arrowhead, and that 
within a season or so, most 
gardeners and farmers 
will have their own stock 
of seeds to be used each 
season.

The biggest barrier to 
the crop is threefold, Ford 
said, with people using the 
wrong seed, or planting at 
the wrong place or time. He 
added if you want to know 
the details, you’ll have to 
attend the expo.

Ford did let it slip that 
if you want to plant garlic 
for next year, you should 
do it now since garlic sits 
in the ground all winter 
and is harvested in spring.

Ford said there are 
many misperceptions 
about growing garlic in 
Minnesota, because it 
isn’t commonly grown 
in the region.  “It mostly 
comes from Missouri 
or California where the 
culture is very different,” 
he said.

And when done right, 
the benefits of locally 
grown garlic can be felt for 

months after the harvest.
“Local garlic will 

store for a long time,” Ford 
said. “Garlic harvested in 
July can still be eaten that 
next April or later if it is 
stored properly. Garlic 
is different every year in 
terms of flavor. It has a 
vintage to it like wine.”

He added garlic wine 
is actually vinted in the 
central part of the state, 
near Hutchinson. The 
wine is used for cooking, 
however, it is served once 
a year at the Minnesota 
Garlic Festival.

And while garlic may 
never be a major Minnesota 

crop, Ford said it has the 
potential to be a big player 
in local farmers markets. 
“I want people to know to 
buy locally and get it from 
their neighbors,” he said. 
“If a gardener grows their 
own, they’ll have their own 
seed stock.” And he said 
that seed stock will be the 
best to use.

Ford’s talk will be on 
noon on Saturday Sept. 8 
at the Orr Center, located 
in the former Orr School. 
The cost is $10.

More info on the expo 
can be found at orrcenter.
com.

  TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                 August 31, 2018   5B 

ORR CENTER EXPO

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY ANDY LUBOVICH MITCH SETTERMAN

LEIGH LONSON TIM CARRUTH RYAN AULTMAN ERIC GRAFF CODY VINE MIKE DAY MITCH SETTERMAN JUSTIN BJORK

#7313 #7312A

#22456A

LOOKING FOR A MONSTER TRUCK?!
65K Miles

Sunroof & Trailer Tow

45K Miles
One-Owner

2012 Expedition Limited EL 2013 Equinox LT AWD

2014 Escape S

$26,900
#22257A

w/DVD, Leather
2015 Odyssey EX-L

$19,900

#7322 #22152C

#7304

#22446B

Panoramic Roof, Htd/Cooled Seats,36K Miles

34K Miles

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED!
2,400 Miles!

2015 Focus SE 2015 Edge Sport

2015 Fusion SE

2017 Escape SE 4WD

$12,900 $25,900

$13,900

$21,900

$12,900

$13,900
#7324

Leather & Pan Roof
46K Miles

2015 Edge SEL AWD

$22,900

SUMMER SALES EVENT!!
Over 100 Cars, Trucks, SUV’s, CUV’s to Choose From***

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616

2005 F250 Crew Lariat #22653A..................... $6,900
2013 Tahoe AWD Police #22735A................. $14,900
2008 Taurus SEL #22902A .............................. $8,900
2005 Freestar #21512C................................... $2,900
2014 Cadillac CTS4 #22860A........................ $22,900
2006 F150 XLT #12080A.................................. $7,700

2012 Flex SE #7292A....................................... $6,900
1997 Expedition #7261B .................................... $900
2013 Accord LX #22650C.............................. $14,900
2013 Edge SEL #22720A ............................... $14,900
2004 Explorer Edie Bauer #22040B................ $3,900
2004 Silverado 2500 #22051M ..................... $10,900

2009 F150 FX4 #22006A .............................. $12,900
2011 Compass 4x4 #22331B .......................... $8,900
2016 F150 Crew “Northland” #9299 ............ $30,900
2005 Grand Cherokee Laredo #22244B.......... $3,900
2010 Tacoma Crew #9292A .......................... $18,900
2015 Explorer XLT 4WD #9297 ..................... $21,900

2017 Expedition LTD EL 10K Miles #7305..... $44,900
2015 Explorer Sport #22580A....................... $32,900
2014 Silverado LT Crew #22138A................. $29,900
2011 MKX AWD #7319 .................................. $16,900
2013 Equinox AWD #7312A .......................... $12,900
2008 F150 Crew #11052A ............................... $9,900

2018 TAURUS SEL
V6, Navigation, Heated Leather

#12136

$34,850 MSRP
- $3,500 Customer Cash
- $2,500* Ford Credit Cash
-$2,505 FOH Disc

$26,345
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 F150 XLT SPORT 4X4 CREWCAB
Ecoboost, Sync 3, Class IV Hitch

#22466

$48,740 MSRP
- $1,750 Mid/Chrome Disc
- $4,026 FOH Disc
- $300 Ecoboost Cash
- $2,750 Customer Cash
- $1,000* Ford Credit Cash
- $1,500 Bonus Cash
-$1,500 F150 Certificates**
-$500 Select Inventory Cash

Buy Now For

$35,414
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 F150 XLT 4X4 SUPERCAB
Remote Start, 5.0L V8,
Trailer Tow, Tailgate Step

#22019

$49,730 MSRP
-$2,000 Chrome/Power Disc
-$2,750 Customer Cash
-$1,000 Ford Credit Cash*
-$1,500 Bonus Cash
-$1500 F150 Certificates**
-$500 Select Inventory Cash
-$4,161 FOH Disc

Buy Now For

$36,319
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 FIESTA SE 4 DR
Heated Seats, Automatic,

Hot Pepper Red

#12084

$18,090 MSRP
-$3,000 Customer Cash
-$708 FOH Disc

Buy Now For

$14,382
+ Tax/Lic.

2018 ESCAPE SE 4WD

2018 ECOSPORT SE 4WD

Sync 3 Pkg, Ecoboost

Cold Weather Pkg, 2.0 L I-4,
Auto Climate Control

#22721

#22431

$29,435 MSRP
- $3,000 Customer Cash
-$1,698 FOH Disc

$25,991 MSRP
- $1,000 Customer Cash
- $1,000 Bonus Cash
- $1,052 FOH Disc

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

$24,737

$22,939

+ Tax/Lic.

+ Tax/Lic.

2018 EDGE SEL AWD

2018 EXPLORER 4X4

Ecoboost, All Wheel Drive

Trailer Tow Pkg, 3.5 L V6

#22865

#22864

35,040 MSRP
- $4,000 Customer Cash
- $2,044 FOH Disc

35,855 MSRP
- $3,000 Customer Cash
- $1,857 FOH Disc

Buy Now For

Buy Now For

$28,996

$30,998

+ Tax/Lic.

+ Tax/Lic.

5
IN STOCK

***11
ON HAND

***

17
IN STOCK

***

3
IN STOCK

***

8
IN STOCK

***

*Must finance thru Ford Credit ** Limited number of certificates/1st come 1st served *** Prices may vary due to optional equipment

HUGE SELECTION OF LOCAL TRADES!!

Buy Now For

w/Leather & Appearance Package
43K Miles

$7 million or $8 million 
project?” she asked.

Abrahamson is plan-
ning to present his recom-
mendation to the board 
at the regular September 
meeting on how to proceed 
with the project. He said he 
has done research on other 
architectural firms. “While 
ARI is the most local, there 
are several firms in Duluth 
and in the Twin Cities,” he 
said. He offered to send a 
list of several firms to the 
board for consideration.

Board members also 
discussed the superinten-
dent’s time responsibilities 
to the district and how facil-
ities project management 
would impact that.

Abrahamson is under 
contract to work 144 days 
per year, or about 12 days 
each month throughout the 
year. “In the three years that 
I have been here, I have 
averaged 165 work days 
each of those years, and I’m 
okay with that,” he said. “I 
don’t want to split hairs. I 
want to do the job.”

He asked the board 
to consider his duties and 
what, if anything, he is not 
doing that they want him to 
do, or what he shouldn’t 
be doing.  He noted that a 
project manager to get to 
the point of “shovels in the 
ground” would cost both 
time and money.

Abrahamson provided 
the board with information 
on a community survey 
service, from School 
Perceptions, of Slinger, 
Wis., that could provide 
additional data on how a 
bonding referendum for the 
facilities project might be 
received in the community.

The cost of the survey 
would be about $10,000.

With the retirement 
this week of Jeff Jankowski 
as facilities and transpor-
tation director, as well 
Penny Jankowski from her 
superintendent’s assistant 
position, school board 
members discussed the 
immediate need for the 
services of someone to 
keep the school buses and 
district vehicles in working 

order until a permanent 
replacement can be found.

Just three applications 
were sent to the school 
district office. “We really 
need to acknowledge the 
fact that what we posted 
would be very difficult 
to fill in its entirety,” 
Abrahamson said. One of 
the requirements of the job 
is to be licensed in diesel 
engine mechanics.

“It is also a fairly 
complex kind of job in 
that there is maintenance 
as well as transportation, 
with supervision for both,” 
he added.

He suggested putting 
someone in place on 
an interim basis to lead 
the transportation and 
maintenance responsibil-
ities “while options are 
explored, job descriptions 
are explored or whatever,” 
Abrahamson said.

He noted that he had 
talked to a candidate last 
week who is a mechanical 
engineer and who super-
vised fleet operations at 
Minntac for 35 years. “This 
person has actually retired 
twice, but likes to solve 
problems,” he said. The 
person was also the second 
candidate for the part-
time Ely School District 
superintendent in 2016, 
according to Abrahamson. 

“There is one other 
candidate,  a  current 
employee of our school 
district who could do some 
of this while we spend 
time determining if this is 
one or two positions,” he 
said. He suggested making 
an appointment to fill the 
at-will position on a partial, 
interim basis for the current 
employee. “This is a large 
position. There are not a lot 
of candidates out there who 
possess what we ask for,” 
Abrahamson said.

An appointment to fill 
the position would need 
the approval of the school 
board, probably by calling 
a special meeting to take 
the action.

SCHOOL...from page 4B

Not exactly your Italian grandmother's garlic
Learn how to grow north-friendly garlic varietiesby MARCUS WHITE

Cook-Orr Editor

Jerry Ford is show here harvesting garlic 
scapes on his farm in Howard Lake, Minn. 
submitted photo



R E G I O N A L  - 
Construction projects 
made up most of the con-
versation at the St. Louis 
County School Board’s 
Tuesday meeting. Natalie 
Hoff, of ICS, a consultant 
working with the school 
district, gave an update 
on the estimated $11.79 
million renovation project 
at the district’s South 
Ridge and Cherry schools.

“This, for now, is 
preliminary of what we 
could do, and what we 
need to do,” said Hoff. 
“We’ll have more details 
at a later date.”

The proposed work at 

South Ridge includes the 
removal of two classrooms 
to create a small addition 
to accommodate four 
new classrooms. The new 
rooms would be used for 
pre-K classes.

At Cherry, the project 
would include rearranging 
a numboer of classrooms, 
offices, and the school’s 
fitness center. The goal is 
to put similar services, like 
nursing and counseling 
offices, along with the 
student resource officer, 
in a more central loca-
tion while also mitigating 
congestion in the school’s 
common area.

Additional work will 
be done on the school 
grounds to move the bus 

drop-off and pickup area 
while also expanding the 
amount of parking on the 
campus.

School board members 
Chet Larson and Chris 
Koivisto questioned the 
plans asking whether they 
would account for drain-
age problems at the Cherry 
School, which has resulted 
in periodic flooding on the 
school grounds.

Hoff said the plans did 
take drainage into account 
and noted the new plan was 
a cheaper and better alter-
native to the original plan 
to install a lift and pumping 
station at the school and 
would use drainage tiling 
along the new paved sur-
faces to drain the water 

more efficiently.
The plans also looked 

at a district-wide shortfall 
in classroom space, espe-
cially for pre-K programs.

Cherry Principal 
Michael Johnson said the 
district as a whole did not 
have enough room to meet 
pre-K demands of district 
families, and there is a 
waitlist in place forcing 
many to open-enroll out 
of the district.

Construction is slated 
to occur next summer for 
completion by the 2019-
2020 school year. 

NE Range Roofing 
Project

Justin Maaninga, also 

with ICS, briefed the 
board via an email sent 
to Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson.

Maaninga said the 
roofing project  was 
delayed from recent rain, 
and the project was to be 
completed by the middle 
of September.

He reported that 
ceiling tiling plastering in 
the school’s band room 
would be completed by 
the end of the week.

Superintendent 
report

Engebritson said the 
school district would be 
filing five grant requests 
Wednesday for the state’s 

new safety grant program. 
Unlike past grants, which 
allowed districts to apply 
as a district, the current 
program requires each 
school file its own indi-
vidual request.

Schools  may be 
awarded up to a half 
million dollars to improve 
school safety. Adding 
school resource officers, 
however, is not part of the 
program.

Statewide more than 
$25 million is available 
in funding, and unused 
funds must be returned to 
the state to be re-allocated 
in the next bidding round.

 

ELY – City of Ely staff 
continue to hammer out the 
details of an updated ordi-
nance regulating mobile 
food trucks, peddlers and 
transient merchants in 
the city. City Council 
members reviewed a draft 
of the ordinance at a study 
session Tuesday night.

“We’ve worked on 
this for quite some time,” 
said Clerk-Treasurer 
Harold Langowski. “We 
have some deficiencies in 
our ordinances and know 
they don’t adhere to state 
statutes.” 

He said he is seeking 
dialogue from the council 
and citizens as the city staff 
works their way through 
the update process with a 
goal of having new rules 
in place by next spring. 
“We want to make sure we 
do this right, rather than 
quickly,” he said.

The city’s planning 
and zoning administra-
tor, Tim Riley, and the 
city attorney, Kelly Klun, 
dug into the state rules 
and many city ordinances 
around the state to see how 
the issue is being handled 
in other communities. “We 
are trying to shape it down 
for the best fit for the city 
of Ely,” Langowski said.

“We don’t feel it is 
a good idea to be more 
restrictive than the state, 
but we certainly can’t be 
less restrictive or we are 
just ignoring state law,” 
he said.

Ely does not have near 
the challenges of large 
numbers of food trucks 
and vendors as other com-
munities. “The couple of 
food vendors that were out 
there are very aware and 
brought their concerns to 
the council,” he said. “We 
don’t want to harm any of 
the existing businesses and 
want to be receptive to their 
concerns.”

The primary concern 
for updating the city ordi-
nances is to comply with 
the state Department of 
Health rules concerning 
the handling, storage and 
selling of food from a 
mobile vehicle or cart, 
according to Riley. “The 
number of food trucks 
that we have here is very 
small,” he said. We don’t 
have issues like competi-
tion for space.”

The city of Ely is 
receptive to the idea of 
making designated spaces 
available at city-owned 
locations like Whiteside 
Park, Semer’s Park and 
the softball fields for 
mobile food vendors. “The 
only other choices for the 
vendors is to have permis-
sion from private property 
owners in the commercial 
district on Sheridan Street 
to allow the food vendors 
to set up in their parking 
lot,” Riley said.

The time allowed for a 
mobile food unit to remain 
in one location is also being 
considered in the updated 
ordinance. “Mobile food 
units are supposed to be 
mobile,” he said. If they 
are in one location for more 

than 21 days, they will need 
a different type of license 
from the Department of 
Health.”

According to state 
statute, ownership of the 
mobile food unit has to 
be the same as the site 
where the unit is parked 
for more than 21 days. 
“For example, if I owned a 
grocery store, I could leave 
my own mobile food unit 
on my own property year 
round,” Riley said.

He noted that it is up 
to the city to craft their 
own ordinance in such a 
way as to accommodate 
or discourage mobile food 
units here. “I don’t know 
what your position is, but 
there are several ordinanc-
es across the state that have 
been written either way,” 
he said.

Currently, the city 
of Ely ordinance allows 
a mobile food unit to be 
onsite for just 14 days. 
“As a minimum, we should 
adhere to state statute and 
allow for 21 days,” Riley 
said.

City staff is also con-
sidering what to charge for 
mobile food unit permits. 
A peddler’s license is 
now $25 per day in the 
city. “We don’t have fee 
for a food vendor so we 
now charge them $25,” 
Langowski said. He sug-
gested charging mobile 
food vendors an annual or 
seasonal fee, or crafting 
a fee schedule. “This has 
always been a big grey 
area for us,” he said. “This 
is not complaint-driven, 
rather looking at how we 
want to handle it.”

Food vendors that are 
in town for events such as 
the Blueberry Art/Festival 
in July and the upcoming 
Harvest Moon Festival, 
as well as the Tuesday 
Night Farmer’s Market, 
are registered and permit-
ted through the Chamber 
of Commerce and must 
adhere to their rules.

City staff continues to 
work on the draft ordinance 
for mobile food units and 
transient vendors. Two 
ordinance readings at a 
City Council meeting, 
and a public hearing are 
required before any ordi-
nance can be approved.
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SR, Cherry construction tops list of district projects
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Ely works on rules for 
food trucks and peddlers

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Battle Axe Pub
Bow Blast

Cock-A-Doodle-Zoo
Magic the Live Unicorn

Ye Old Bingo
Mermaids, Fairies, 

Vikings & much more!

New for 2018

Open Saturdays and Sundays August 18th-September 30th 
Plus Labor Day and Festival Friday, September 28th 

Rain or Shine  9am-7pm RenaissanceFest.com 
952-445-7361 FREE Parking

Full Contact Live Jousting ● 16 Stages of Exciting 
Entertainment ● 50 FREE Family Friendly Activities

250 Artisans for Endless Shopping ● Enjoy Craft Beer 
& Feast Like A King

2018     Minnesota
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EMBARRASS REGION FAIR

Cook Medical Clinic
20 5th St SE

(218) 666-5941
Open Mon-Sat

(877)  541-2817  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Behavioral Health Services 
Now Available in Cook!

Welcoming
Celin Williams, LICSW

Addressing concerns for all patients, 
including depression, anxiety, and 

stress management, family/couples 
therapy, trauma counseling, and 

substance abuse counseling

E M B A R R A S S  – 
Hundreds of people packed 
into tiny Embarrass this 
past weekend for the annual 
Embarrass Region Fair.

And large crowds 
mean good business for 
local vendors.

“You run into people 
you haven’t seen in a 
while,” Greg Northrup 
with Greg and Matt’s 
All-A-Round BBQ Sauce 
said. “You also get to 
introduce your product to 
new people. It’s a good 
experience.”

That product, as the 
title might suggest is BBQ 
sauce, and Northrup said 
local vendors often have 
stories to back up why 
they’re at the fair selling 
what they make – and 
he, being from Ely, is no 
exception.

The smal l  sauce 
company was started up 
after one of the sauce’s 
namesakes, Matt, passed 
away a few years ago.

Northrup gained per-
mission from friends and 
family to go public with the 
sauce he and his friend had 
made in private for years, 
and a company was born.

Since then Northrup 
has developed a second 
recipe for Blueberry BBQ 

Sauce, some he calls “an 
experiment that went 
right,” and is currently 
working on a third itiner-
ation for a peach variant.

His hobby has taken 
him from his kitchen to 
farmer’s markets and fairs 
around the area from Ely 
to Tower and Embarrass. 

Right now the business 
is a hobby, but one day, if 
he’s lucky, Northrup said 
it would be fun to see some 
of his sauces appear in local 
grocery stores.

It wasn’t just sauce 
up for grabs at the fair. 
Claire Pastika from Ely is a 
Tastefully Simple rep, and 
she hopes to get the word 
out on the company, which 
is based in Alexandria, to 
locals.

“It’s a fun thing to do,” 
she said noting that her sale 
of the items stems from her 
love to cook.

Pastika added that the 
exposure the fair brings to 
local vendors allows them 
to expand their business 
elsewhere, whether it be 
into people’s homes for 
party visits, or through a 
business relationship that 
lasts beyond what the fair 
can bring, allowing cus-
tomers buy products when 
they need them, rather than 
just when the vendors are 
out in public.

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Unhappy at school?   
Underachieving?  

Vermilion Country School offers a safe and nurturing 
environment for all types of learners in grades 7-12.

• Increased Math and Reading Support/Tutoring • Environmental Education Learning and 
Experiences • College and Career Readiness • Music/Fine Arts/Drama • Hands-On Science  

• Outdoor Skill Applications/Recreation • Directed Project Based Learning Opportunities 
• School Wide Community Service • Life Skills

Vermilion Country School is a 
Grades 7-12 Public Charter School
Transportation provided from Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass, 

Aurora area, Tower-Soudan/Lake Vermilion.

Call Today To Arrange a Tour • Openings available in all grades
School Administrator (218) 753-1246 ext. 1006.  (lv. msg.)

Or (218) 753-2950  (ask for Jodi) • email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

www.vermilioncountry.org

Buy a NEW, RENEWING, 
or GIFT Subscription to

The Timberjay...
and receive a FREE ticket to the 

2018 Minnesota Renaissance
Festival in Shakopee.

This isn’t a drawing!
Anyone requesting a ticket under 

this promotion can claim one, 
while supplies last.

Supplies are limited, 
so hurry in today!

Subscription prices: 
$37 in-county

$52 out-of-county

The Timberjay
414 Main Street, Tower, MN 55790
218-753-2950 or editor@timberjay.com

Each ticket

is a $24.95
value!

Visit the Renaissance Festival          
ON US!

If you’re headed to the 
festival, don’t miss out 

on this 

GREAT
Subscription

Deal!

Local vendors find audience at Embarrass Fair

Pictured clockwise from top: Kicking up dust at 
the mud run; Families checked out animals in 
the barn; Antique trucks at the car show; Prize-
winning pumpkins; and Greg Northrup selling his 
sauce at the Tower Farmers Market. 
photos by M. White and P. Wettering



FORTUNE BAY MARINA— 
The parade of veterans  made their 
way down the docks, some slowly, 
some helping others, as they headed 
out Thursday morning for a few 
hours of fishing on Lake Vermilion. 

The annual Take-a-Vet-Fishing 
event, organized by the 
Lake Vermilion Guides 
League and Fortune 
Bay Resort Casino, 
brings military veterans 
from around the area 
for fishing, fellowship, 
lunch, and a heaping 
helping of thanks for 
their service.

It was the fourth 
annual event this year, 
and the march of time 
was clearly taking its 
toll on many of the 
participants, particu-
larly the pool of area World War II 
vets, who were down to just five, a 
drop from the nine who were able 
to make it last year. 

But on a day with blue skies 
and a pleasant breeze, the pros-
pect of a few hours on the water 
was enticing enough to reignite 
the can-do attitude of these aging 
warriors. As part of the program, 
they heard a short speech keynote 
from David Morrison, Bois Forte 
Secretary-Treasurer, a benediction 
and the entrance of the color guard. 
Then, the several dozen participants 
posed for pictures before making 
their way to the boats, each with 

its own volunteer guide, in hopes 
of putting a few walleyes in the 
live well. 

And the guides delivered, as 
the vets came back with plenty of 
fish in many cases. 

Guide Dave Schaeffer’s boat 
did better than most, 
picking up 33 fish that 
morning, including 11 
walleye and 19 small-
mouth bass, along with a 
handful of jumbo perch. 

Ray Anderson, one 
of the older vets at 
the event, may spend 
his time in a wheel 
chair, but he showed 
he could still slay the 
walleyes, pulling in 
the bulk of a nice haul 
of ten eater-sized fish 
from a pontoon piloted 

by guide Rob Bryers. 
Ray Berg and Don Reinhardt 

had a big day on the water with guide 
Doug Ellis. “We got to keep 14 and 
we threw a bunch back,” he said. 
The two longtime pals, who both 
served in Korea, haven’t missed 
a Take-a-Vet-Fishing day since it 
started. “And I hope to make it back 
next year, God willing,” said Berg. 

Reinhardt and Berg were on 
their way up the hill to the shore-
lunch, put on by Fortune Bay while 
their guide was busy cleaning their 
fish to take home. 

“It’s a pretty nice deal,” said 
Reinhardt. “We sure appreciate it.”

REGIONAL— A bumper crop 
of berries, nuts, fruits, and other wild 
foods is likely to challenge the skills 
and patience of bear hunters when 
they head to their stands for the season 
opener on Saturday. 

“Natural food availability will 
likely decrease bear visits to hunters’ 
baits early in the season,” said Tower 
DNR Area Wildlife Manager Tom 

Rusch. “Summer bear foods may still 
be plentiful going into September.”

According to Rusch, hunter 
success is directly related to natural 
food abundance, which is why he 
expects a reduction in hunter success 
from the astonishing 50-percent 
success that hunters experienced the 
past two years, when natural foods 
were relatively scarce. Historically, 
20-40 percent of bear hunters have 
been successful in any given year, 
but hunters appear to have had higher 

success since the DNR reduced the 
number of bear permits, which has 
reduced hunter competition.

This year, the DNR will issue 
3,350 permits— the same number as 
last year. It’s well below the numbers 
issued several years ago, when the 
DNR was attempting to reduce a bur-
geoning bear population. These days, 
after several years of high harvest, the 
bear population remains well below 
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Take-A-Vet-Fishing making 
memories for those who served

HUNTING

 Fishing reports

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

WOODLAND SUNFLOWER

The Woodland Sunflower, 
Helianthus strumosus, can be 
found still in bloom most often 
along the edge of woods or road 
ditches in our area. 

This tall wildflower grows 
anywhere from two-to-six feet 
tall and is typically topped by 
several flowers, ranging up to four 
inches across. It’s large, bright 
yellow petals suggest sunflower, 
although the flower center is not 
as broad as sunflowers grown 
for seed production. Its leaves 
are long and narrow, although 
they can be quite variable. Watch 
for them in bloom well into 
September. 

Ely area

Left:
This year’s 
abundant crop 
of wild foods 
should make 
hunters’ baits 
less attractive 
to bears in 
the region, 
providing a 
challenge to 
hunters. 
file photo

Bear hunters to find challenging conditions this year

Left:
Jim Hilfers, a 
veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, stands 
with his boat 
partner and 
fellow vet 
Darwin Mickle, 
who served in 
the Army during 
the Vietnam War. 
The two were 
among dozens 
of area veterans 
who enjoyed a 
morning fishing 
on Lake 
Vermilion last 
Thursday, thanks 
to the Take-A-
Vet-Fishing event 
organized by the 
Lake Vermilion 
Guides League. 
photos by 
M. Helmberger

HONORING VETERANS

Giving back

See BEARS...pg. 9B

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Second from bottom: Ray Anderson, seated, 
poses with boat mates and nearly a dozen 
walleye after returning from fishing with guide 
Rob Bryers. 

Bottom: The remaining five members of the 
World War II generation to attend this year’s 
event. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

The walleye bite is still 
active around the reefs and 
sunken islands in eight to twenty 
feet of water by day and on 
adjoining flats in four to eight 
feet in the evening.The early bite 
seems to be on minnows and as 
the day progresses, the bite turns 
over to crawlers on a spinner and 
slow trolled crank baits. When 
using cranks, size apparently 
matters, as some of the bigger 
walleyes are striking larger size 
Rapalas up to number 11s. This 
is also the go-to bait for late 
evening action, and some folks 
are also having success using 
lighted bobbers with a minnow 
after sunset.

Smallmouth bass are still 
smashing top water offerings 
when the lake surface is calm, 
then the action seems to go deeper 
with small cranks and soft baits 
when the chop is on the water. 
Spinner baits are working their 
magic too, but be prepared for 
the occasional pike to inhale your 
lure and run off with it. Pike will 
readily take spoons too, but their 
favorite seems to be live suckers 
fished under a float.

Many good numbers of trout 
are being reported from lakes like 
Miners, Tofte, and the Galcier 
ponds. The simplest way to catch 
them is to suspend a crawler 
under a bobber, but tiny crank 
baits and spinners will do the job 
when casted along shorelines in 
six to ten feet. Some rainbows 
have been caught exceeding 
twenty inches in length.

Courtesy Babe’s Bait, 
located at Ely’s west entrance



As we head into the 
last holiday of the summer 
season fishing continues to 
be strong.

Fall like weather has 
hit the northland recently 
and looks to stay that way 
into the foreseeable future.  

Highs barely into the 
70s and lows in 50s and 
even high 40s has dropped 
water temps a bit which has 
fish in a more aggressive 
and shallow bite pattern.

Walleyes are active 
just about everywhere 
right now.  They seemed to 
have moved off the reefs, 
so shoreline structure is a 
good place to start in your 
quest.  Whether you are 
pulling cranks, using live 
bait rigs or jigs, fishing has 
been consistent throughout 
Kabetogama.  Mix in a 
great small mouth bite and 
you are going to have fun.  
While a jig and minnow 

were the way to go the last 
couple of weeks, leeches 
and crawlers seem to be 
working the best.  Recently, 
soft bottom areas have been 
producing well as we have 
just had a significant midge 
hatch.  Pulling spinners 
and slowly dragging jigs 
through these areas can be 
quite productive.  Look to 
the northwest side of the 
lake as well as any of the 
bays in 12’-20’.

Friday and Saturday 
from 9-3 are customer 
appreciation days and our 
community garage sale so 
stop into Gateway for your 
map and enjoy a hot dog 
and pop for a buck!  

Have a safe Labor Day 
weekend!

Courtesy Gateway 
General Store,  Lake 
Kabetogama

  
       

I always enjoy featuring Ely 
vintage boats.  Here’s one owned 
by Dallas Kalina.  It’s a 1969 
Larson 15-ft bow rider, powered 
by a 1985 90HP Johnson outboard.  
Dallas won this boat by bidding on 
Do-Bid.com.  He’s only 19 years 
old, so this is his first boat.  He says 
everything is original except the 
flooring and the motor. Even the 
seats are perfect even though they 
are 49 years old! Dallas replaced 
the rotten flooring and laid down 
new carpet, but other than that 
it only took some polishing to 
make her look new again.  The 
old fashioned horn still beeps 

loud as ever, he says.  Larson is 
a Minnesota-made boat and the 
49-year old “Dog House 1” attests 
to their quality of manufacturing.

If you would like to see your 

boat featured here, contact me 
at 218-343-5719, or email at 
rcmely@frontiernet.net.
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by ROBERT MATSON
Columnist

 Fishing reports

BEARS...Continued from page 6B

What’s In Your 
BOATHOUSE?

Kab-Nam area

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

64   55 72  54 71  5870  53
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

08/13     87     55    0.00      
08/14     87     57    0.00      
08/15     73     44    0.00      
08/16     78     44    0.00      
08/17     83     44    0.00      
08/18     82     50    0.00      
08/19     76     60    0.00    
Totals      13.78                       

08/13     88     66    0.00      
08/14     73     57    0.00      
08/15     75     46    0.00      
08/16     82     54    0.00      
08/17     81     57    0.00      
08/18     75     61    0.00      
08/19     73     61    0.00                                                
Totals        NA       NA   

08/13     87     63    0.00      
08/14     87     61    0.00      
08/15     72     52    0.00      
08/16     75     51    0.00      
08/17     79     58    0.00      
08/18     81     59    0.01      
08/19     75     61    0.00    
Totals      21.95   .

08/13     86     56    0.00      
08/14     86     60    0.00      
08/15     74     44    0.00      
08/16     79     45    0.00      
08/17     84     46    0.00      
08/18     83     51    0.00      
08/19     76     57    0.00      
Totals      13.71      

08/13     86     63    0.00      
08/14     87     57    0.00      
08/15     73     44    0.00      
08/16     72     45    0.00      
08/17     89     45    0.00      
08/18     82     52    0.00      
08/19     76     60    0.00             
Totals      16.30      

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

70   56

the DNR’s goal of 20,000 bears 
statewide. The current population 
is estimated at 12,000-15,000 
animals, which is roughly half the 
population estimate of ten years ago. 

Rusch said the population 

recovery has been slow, in part 
because it’s difficult to restrict 
bear harvest to males, as is possible 
with deer. According to Rusch, the 
average harvested female bear is just 
three to four years old, too young 

to have successfully bred in most 
cases. That limits the ability of the 
population to recover. 

Robbie Kavoukjian of Bloomington caught this 
monster smallie while fishing Burntside Lake 
with Ely guide Steve Foss. The bass tipped the 
scales at a whopping 5.5 pounds.

MUSIC at the
Market

TOWER
FARMERS

MARKET

FRESH

LOCAL

VARIETY

Friday,  Sept.  7
4 to 6 PM

The Accidental Ensemble of Ely
will be playing CHAMBER MUSIC at the 

Tower Farmers Market
• Hors d’oeuvres & beverages available •

Come for late season vegetables
and a FREE concert!

JOIN US FOR 
FALL FUNDRAISING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

(218) 753-4190 • 6143 Pike Bay Dr, Tower
E-mail: aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

Hurry, offer runs
through October 2, 2018

218-365-5013 • 1203 E. Sheridan St., Ely MN
Hours: Mon-Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-2

Your Full Service Fireplace Shop
www.hearthsidecorner.com

 10%
off

SALE 
Sept.1- Sept.7

DAYS
SALE!
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Newspaper Delivery Route
The Timberjay is looking for a 
part-time employee to help with 
our newspaper delivery route on 
Thursdays. Approx. 4.5 hours 
of work starting at 9 a.m. Must 
have reliable transportation 
(mileage will be paid). Sorting 
newspapers for post office and 

newstand deliveries. Please call Jodi or 
Marshall at 218-753-2950 for details.

Obituaries and Death Notices

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Special 
Education Teacher, Special 
Education Paraprofessional, 

and Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/
employment

Or email 
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

218-753-1246  
www.vermilioncountry.org

1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

PT Occupational Therapist
True Care Medical Therapy Center is accept-
ing applications for a part time Occupational 
Therapist. Must be fully licensed to practice 
in the State of Minnesota. New graduates 
welcome to apply. Resumes can be sent to 
info@truecaretherapy.com. For more infor-
mation contact Lisa at 218-666-2697.  9/14

Conrad Rones
A Celebration of Life for 

Conrad Rones will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 1 at 12 noon at 
McKinley Park Campground. 
Conrad Joseph Rones, 79, of 
Soudan, entered into rest at St. 
Mary’s in Duluth on Tuesday, 
July 31, 2018. Conrad is survived 
by his wife, Celesta; daughters, 
Kelly (Dan) and Cheyenne (James 
Andrew); sons, John (Esther), Harry 
and David; eight grandchildren; and 

two great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
brother and sister. 

Louis Theil
Louis Theil, 87, of Babbitt, 

passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
Aug. 25, 2018 at Diamond Willow. 
Arrangements are pending with 
Range Funeral Home. 

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant

Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant

Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant

~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech

Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper

Casual Environmental Tech I

Casual Laundry Aide

DULUTH- Are you 
familiar with the current 
Minnesota Cottage Food 
Law requirements for selling 
homemade cottage foods? 
Join University of Minnesota 
Extension food safety edu-
cator Suzanne Driessen at 
the Keep it Legal! Keep it Safe 
Cottage Food Producer class 
in Duluth on Saturday, Sept. 
8 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the 
Gary New Duluth Recreation 
Center. The class meets the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture food safety train-
ing requirements to register 

as a Minnesota Cottage Food 
Producer to sell homemade 
baked goods, candy, home-
canned peaches, pickles, salsa, 
jam and jellies and more.  

The course focuses on 
food safety practices for all 
processes covered under the 
cottage food law including 
drying, baking, confections, 
jams and jellies, acid and 
acidified fruit and vegetables, 
and fermentation. Participants 
learn how to produce, package, 
label, store, and transport a 
safe food product. Wonder if 
your product is an allowable 

non-potentially hazardous 
food? Bring it along to the 
class and have it tested to see 
if it meets exemption require-
ments under the Cottage Food 
Law.

 Registration materi-
als are available at https://
extension.umn.edu/event/
c o t t a g e - f o o d - p r o d u c -
er-food-safety-training-du-
luth. For more information, 
contact Karla at 507-337-2808 
or engel114@umn.edu.

V E R M I L I O N 
RESERVATION- In 
2017, a record $7 million 
was raised for Folds of 
Honor through Patriot 
Golf Day donations and 
fundraisers hosted by 
golf facilities nation-
wide. The Wilderness at 
Fortune Bay will partner 
with Folds of Honor in 
support of Patriot Golf 
Day. Golfers who visit the 
Wilderness at Fortune Bay 
beginning Friday, Aug. 31 
through Monday, Sept. 3 will 
be asked to join a Closest to 
the Pin contest on hole 17. 
The donation entry fee is $5 
to Folds of Honor. Each day 
the winner of the contest will 
receive a round of golf for two 
at The Wilderness. In addition, 
The Wilderness will donate $1 
of every green fee and 10% of 
all Pro Shop sales over this 
weekend in support of Folds 

of Honor. 
Patriot Golf Day started 

in 2007. It is held over Labor 
Day Weekend and encourag-
es golfers across the country 
to give a little extra to help 
fund Folds of Honor schol-
arships. Many KemperSports 
properties are participating 
nationwide.

“We are honored to partner 
with Folds of Honor,” said Ryan 
Peterson, General Manager. 
“So many service men and 
women have given every-

thing to protect our 
freedom and Patriot 
Golf Day gives us a 
chance to do our part 
to help those families 
have a bright future.”

Patriot Golf Day 
has become one of 
the largest fundraisers 
for Folds of Honor, 
a non-profit that has 
raised more than $47 

million and awarded more than 
16,000 educational scholar-
ships to family members of 
fallen and disabled service 
members. Many KemperSports 
properties are active with the 
mission and play an integral 
part in raising funds and aware-
ness for this great cause. Please 
visit the Folds of Honor website 
at www.FoldsofHonor.org.
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Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All 
other marks are the property of their respective owners.

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 9/30/18. Restrs apply. See below 
for offer details. EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., 

$35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only 
(equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/26/2018 North
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Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

844-279-6018   

Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you 
sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package or above.

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: 
SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will 
be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain 
qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to 
rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with 
other promotional offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 9/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T 
Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All 
other marks are the property of their respective owners.

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 9/30/18. Restrs apply. See below 
for offer details. EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., 

$35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only 
(equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

The Wilderness Partners with Folds of 
Honor in support of Patriot Golf Day

FOOD SAFETY

Cottage Food Producer Food 
Safety Training set for Sept. 8

Call about our 
Display Classified 

& Real Estate Rates
One Low Price • 3 Timberjay Editions

218-753-2950



FOR SALE
HANGAR FOR SALE AT COOK 
AIRPORT (CQM)- 40’x50’ with 
46’x13’ auto-latch aircraft door. 
Insulated and heated. Call for 
more details 218-666-5822.  
8/31

2007 FORD F-150 XLT 4X4- 
148k miles, tow package, shell, 
newer tires, side steps, good 
condition, white with cloth interi-
or. $7,000. Located near Tower. 
Call   907-982-7223.  8/24v 

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY- Ham radi-
os, radios, tubes, testers, ampli-
fiers, receivers, beer cans & 
signs, antique toys. Call 507-
358-7549.  9/14v

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

GROUPS
MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family 
Group is a community-based 
mutual support program for the 
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open 
to anyone affected by someone 
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts an 
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.

EVENTS
Time to start thinking about 
booking your fall field trips 
to the farm - Cook’s Country 
Connection 218-780-8611. 8/31

Our Fall Schedule starts 
in September  – Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 10am 
to 4pm - through the end of 
October – Cook’s Country 
Connection. 1953 Vermilion 
Dr., Cook. 218-780-8611.www.
CooksCountryConnection.com. 
8/31
 

GARAGE SALE
ESTATE SALE: Quality items 
and furniture. Saturday, Sept. 
1 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. West of 
Cook. 12583 Hwy 1. Don’t miss 
this one!  8/31v

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 10/26v

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
TOWER- Furnished, 2BR, 
2BA, quality throughout, heated 
attached garage. $850/mo. Call 
218-750-6566  tfn

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

HELP WANTED
POSITION AVAILABLE- BODY 
SHOP TECHNICIAN. Full-time 
benefits. Apply in person or 
send resume to: Lee Phillips, 
Waschke Family Chevrolet in 
Cook, 126 N. Hwy 53, PO Box 
549, Cook, MN 55723. 218-
666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

GLENMORE RESORT- Under 
new ownership. We are looking 
for a cabin cleaner. Will train. 
Call Mickey at 218-753-1266.  
9/7
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion
A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing
Gifts • Boat Accessories

Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

RUMMAGE SALE

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

DAY CARE
VICKI’S LITTLE DAY CARE- 
Trust a licensed provider! 
Infants and older. Located in 
Ely. Call 701-936-9191.  9/28

4th Greenwood Community

RUMMAGE SALE
SATURDAY, SEPT. 8

8 am - 2 pm

Greenwood Town Hall
3000 Cty Rd 77, Lake Vermilion, Tower

Clothing (all sizes, all seasons), Furniture,  
Tools, Toys, Household, Much More! 9/7
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven

history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

 

4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS 

(Ely) 

Let these experts help 
with your next project

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

REBATE Form

$10 $10

REBATE on 
Supreme per gal.
$35 per 5-gal. container

REBATE on
Pristine &
Medallion per gal.
$40 per 5-gal.
container 

August 26 - September 9

REBATE
on Cabot

Exterior Stain
& Timber Oil

ALL CABOT® 

EXTERIOR STAIN 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Get $10 back 
per gallon,

$40 back per 
5-gallon.

Valid on submissions postmarked
on or before October 9, 2018.

Maximum rebate $80.
See coupon for complete details.

$7

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-
Offer valid on purchases with dated 
sales receipt Aug. 26-Sept. 9, 2018.   

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-Offer 
valid on purchases with dated sales receipt 

betweenAug. 26-Sept. 9, 2018.
Valid on submissions postmarked on or 

before October 9, 2018. Limit $80.
See rebate coupon for details. 

$10 MAIL IN

Pristine

Advertise 
Here

One Low Price  
Three editions

Call Today 218-753-2950
Online at timberjay.com

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

The Employees at 
Cook Building Center
Wish Everyone a Safe and 

Happy Labor Day Weekend.
Closed Labor Day

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Orr-$69,900  Myrtle Lake cabin with 220 ft of shoreline. 
Boat-access. MLS#135532
Orr-$195,000 2 BR cabin with loft on Kjostad Lake with 
175 ft of shoreline. MLS#135409
Elbow Lake-$375,000  3 BR lake home with wrap-around 
deck and 485 ft of shoreline. MLS#134278
Elbow Lake-$39,900  228 ft of shoreline on 2.3 wooded 
acres. MLS#133667
Elephant Lake-$75,000  5.2 wooded acres and 450 ft of 
shoreline. Joins public lands.                        MLS#132106

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#135385 - COOK Gorgeous 38 acres of partial field/par-
tial timbered property located west of Cook  and north of 
Hibbing.  Includes a pond and is mostly level. Listed below tax 
assessed value. $42,000
#131680 - LAKE VERMILION  Water-access, 2 BR cabin 
w/ natural wood interior, screen porch, large deck.  5+ acre 
lot w/208 ft lksh, panoramic Black Bay views, approved for 
septic.  Adjoins public land!  $185,000
#135572 - SUSAN LAKE 3 BR, 1BA half-log sided home built 
in 2012. One level living on 6.8 acres w/480 ft lksh. Large 3- 
stall garage+ workshop. $259,000

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely
651-260-4228 • Jay Greeney

jmgreen40@earthlink.net

LABOR DAY WEEKEND SALE

College Kids Check It Out!
Foreman Grills, Hunting Clothes,

Fishing Equipment & More!!

Visit Our
Retail Shop!

                      Friday 10 AM-4 PM
                     Saturday 10 AM-3 PM

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!


