
$100

IMBERJAY
the 

Now In Our 29th Year Serving Northern St. Louis County!           VOL. 29,  ISSUE 29  July 27, 2018

See/ B8
Racoons

See/ 6 & 7
Election coverage

 Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com

T

NEW BOOK TITLES DAILY AT PIRAGIS
Where Good Books Find You!

218-365-6745       Open Daily 6 am to 8 pm       piragis.com

MADE IN AMERICA

ABOUT OUR NEWSPAPER

SULFIDE MINING

See...WHITE pg. 12

See...POLYMET pg. 11

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Ely couple sews message for BWCAW

ELY - Ely shop owners 
Sue and Paul Schurke were 
shocked last week by a call 
from the White House.

“I ignored it for a 
whole day,” Sue said. 
“Paul said it was the real 
deal and we responded in 
the last hour of the 24-hour 
window. Had it just been 
me, I may not have paid 
any attention to it.”

The couple, owners 
of Wintergreen Northern 
Wear in Ely, were selected 
by the Trump administra-
tion to present their wares 
at a “Made in America” 
showcase at the White 
House this past Monday.

“I looked at it as an 

honor,” Sue said. “People 
asked why we could go if 
we weren’t Trump support-
ers. I didn’t want it to be 
political; I thought it was 
really cool just to go.”

ELY – A bountiful crop 
of blueberries in the North 
Country are ripening just 
in time for the 38th annual 
Blueberry/Art Festival in 
Ely.  Three days of arts 
and crafts, music, and 
lots of food featuring the 
ubiquitous blueberry, start 
on Friday July 27 and run 
through Sunday.

Ely’s premier festival 
draws nearly 30,000 people 
searching for unique and 
one-of a kind arts and crafts.  
Whiteside Park is bursting 
with over 300 artists and 
crafters who create work 
ranging from breathtaking 

to whimsical.  “Our juried 
art and craft show features 
a wide range of watercolor 
paintings and oil paintings 
of varied subjects, beauti-
ful pottery, a large variety 
of jewelry from silver 
-smith items to exquisite 
beadwork, wood furniture 
using marquetry to rustic 
reclaimed items, photog-
raphy, quilts and home 
textiles, original one-of-a 

WASHINGTON— Members 
of a U.S. Senate-House conference 
committee have eliminated a provision 
that would have cleared the way for 
completion of a land exchange between 
PolyMet Mining and the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Eighth District Congressman 
Rick Nolan and Sen. Tina Smith, both 
Minnesota Democrats, had successful-
ly added the provision as a rider to the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) earlier this year. The measure 
was among a laundry list of provisions 
designed to supersede longstanding 
federal land management and environ-
mental policy, including weakening 
of the Endangered Species Act and 
shortening environmental review for 
new mining projects.

“Democrats successfully pre-
vented the inclusion of numer-
ous toxic environmental riders in 

REGIONAL— The nation’s 
best-known and most respected 
publication on the media has turned 
its spotlight on the Timberjay this 
week, with a feature story focusing 
on the investigative reporting efforts 
of publisher Marshall Helmberger. 

The Columbia Journalism 
Review’s story, “The Timberjay 
takes on the nation’s most heated 
mining battle,” hit the publication’s 
website on Wednesday this week. 

Much of the story focuses 

on the region’s 
copper-nickel 
mining debate, 
p a r t i c u l a r -
ly over Twin 
Metals, which 
has garnered 

national headlines over the past 
year or so. “But no publication 
has covered it with the depth or 
tenacity of The Timberjay,” writes 
Stephanie Pearson, who wrote 
the story for the Review. “While 

national publications tend to flare 
emotions by focusing on the “us v. 
them mentality” of the Iron Range, 
Helmberger drills down on the 
facts of the increasingly unethical 
federal process and the economic 
and environmental realities of what 
the new mine may bring.”

The story also highlights the 
Timberjay’s longstanding battle 
with corporate behemoth Johnson 

Timberjay in national journalism spotlight
TOWER— Marcus White is 

a new full-time editor/reporter at 
the Timberjay. While he will be 
based out of our Tower office, 
his beat will focus on Cook and 
Orr, including reporting on North 
Woods Grizzlies sports, as well 
as the St. Louis County School 
District. 

He’ll also be handling a wide 

Marcus White joins the 
Timberjay staff

PolyMet 
land swap
derailed

UP NORTH

The blueberry 
is king in Ely 
this weekend

Marcus White

Festival marks 38 years, 
30,000 visitors expected
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Ely Blueberry 
Art/Festival has 
focused on all 
things blueberry 
for the past 38 
years. A boun-
tiful crop in the 
northland this year 
makes for a special 
event this weekend 
in Whiteside Park 
in Ely. A young 
blueberry pancake 
eater, shown at 
right, enjoyed his 
stack during last 
year’s celebration. 
file photos

Wintergreen owners showcased 
at White House’s ‘Made in America’
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Sue and Paul Schurke joined U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Wilbur Ross at the White House on 
Monday for the “Made in America” showcase 
that highlighted items  made in this country. 
submitted photo
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ELY – The Northern Lakes Arts 
Association will present a unique 
production next month incorporat-
ing local dancers, musicians, poets, 
photographers, videographers, and 
artists.

Reflections on Water will be 
performed on Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 3-4, at 7 p.m. at the Vermilion 
Community College Fine Arts 
Theater. 

“The show will feature dance 
pieces inspired by the theme of water 
and the integral place it serves in our 
lives,” said Molly Olson, choreogra-
pher for the production. One piece 
will also be choreographed by her 
daughter, Cora. 

Collaboration with other local 
experienced people in the commu-
nity includes Peter Kess working 
with lighting and set design, Autumn 
Cole as the costumer, and visual art. 
A backlit projector will be utilized 
to display images and videos that 
evoke the feelings of various water 
bodies and experiences. Poetry will 
be read to evoke feelings inspired 
by water. A unique art exhibit will 
be on display in the lobby during 

the show as well as featuring pieces 
from local artists inspired by water. 

Under the direction of Irene 
Hartfield several local musicians 
will accompany the dance perfor-
mances live, along with pre-recorded 
music. Joey Kenig (guitar), Andy 
Messerschmidt (percussion), and 
Lynn Evenson (bass, cello) comprise 
the band, and the choir members are 
Lyle Sauls (soprano), Sarah Mason 
(soprano), Cora Martorelli (alto), 
Karin Schmidt (alto), Erin Bremner 
(tenor), David Wigdahl (tenor), 
Justin Lindgren (bass), and Greg 
Mann (bass). 

The local group Accidental 
Ensemble will be premiering a 
composition created just for this 
production by composer Michael 
Maiorana. Members of Accidental 
Ensemble include Keiko Williams 
(violin), Nina VanGelder (flute) and 
Nancy McManus (clarinet). Michael 
is a recipient of an Artist Initiative 
grant from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board.  This activity is made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota through 
a grant from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

“The project has a trio of cycles 

that will be tied together,” Olson said. 
“Water, life, and the four seasons 
are all interwoven in the pieces. The 
first act will begin with birth in the 
bogs and swamps, moving through 
streams, rivers, lakes, and rainstorms 
into summer which will feature a 
large production number with many 
dancers at the lake enjoying playing 
in and around the water. The second 
act will delve into love, loss, and 
melancholy surrounding water and 
rivers during fall before going into 
a deep freeze of winter. Finally, the 
snow will melt and the final piece 
will celebrate the peacefulness of 
water, its healing power, and place 
in spirituality.”

The dancers include Tom 
Bennett, Bella Davis, Aila Harding, 
Charlotte Hegman, Phoebe Helms, 
Johnnie Hyde, Kasha Hyde, Carmen 
Nelson, Cora Olson, Elijah Olson, 
Lauren Olson, Molly Olson, Gracie 
Pointer, Sadie Rechichi, Amelia 
Strom, Andrea Strom, Kelly 
Thompson, and Rhys Truty. 

This event is made possible in 
part by a grant from the Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust as well as 
a Cool and Creative Grant from the 
Arrowhead Regional Arts Council.
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IWC’s Wildlife Career Day on Aug. 4
ELY- Are you interested in science, biology or 

working with wildlife?  Join the International Wolf 
Center’s Wildlife Career Day on Saturday, Aug. 4 
and meet local biologists, conservation officers, vet-
erinarians and animal caretakers. You’ll get a special 
behind-the-scenes tour to learn more about our 
wolves and even create an enrichment activity for 
our wolves to try. Wrap up your day by watching our 
wolves eat their weekly meal at What’s for Dinner? 
The fee for the program is $40. The registration 
deadline is Saturday, July 28. To register, or for 
more information, visit http://bit.ly/wildlifecareers.

Taste of Slovenia in Ely on Saturday, 
Aug. 4

ELY- The Ely Chapter Slovenian Union of 
America will hold its “Taste of Slovenia” at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church in Ely on Saturday, Aug. 
4 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. The event will showcase 
Slovenian traditions in America, featuring making 
and tasting Slovenian soups, sausages, vegetables, 
breads, and of course, potica. An admission fee of 
$10 will cover 12 tastings.

To complete the day, please join us at Amici’s 
Event Center from 6 – 8 p.m. that evening for a 
free “Age-to-Age” family cultural event with polka 
music, dancing, and food.

Lake Vermilion Home Tour set for 
Saturday, Aug. 4

TOWER- Save the date for this summer’s Home 
Tour sponsored by the Tower Soudan Civic Club 
and St. James Presbyterian Church. Proceeds will 
provide the Tower-Soudan school children with 
backpacks and school supplies, and go to beautify 
public spaces in the community.

The Home Tour will feature coffee, lemonade, 
cookies and bars at St. James Presbyterian Church 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The tour will include four 
lovely homes: one in Tower and three on Lake 
Vermilion. It is set for Saturday, Aug. 4 from noon 
to 4 p.m.

Tickets are $15 per person and may be pur-
chased in Tower at Sulu’s and Nordic Home North. 
They will also be available at St. James Presbyterian 
Church and at each home the day of the tour. A 
map is included on each ticket with the location of 
all four homes. Come and enjoy the afternoon tour   
benefiting community projects.

Any questions, contact Louise Gately at 218-
753-2577 or 515-229-8757.

North Star Stampede Rodeo begins on 
Friday, July 27

EFFIE- The 63rd Annual North Star Stampede 
in Effie will get underway on Friday, July 27 at 5 
p.m. and July 28-29 at 2 p.m. rain or shine. There 
is a full slate of contestants from throughout the 
United States. We will be bucking over 50 broncs 
and 60 bulls plus hundreds of timed event over the 
weekend. Fast Freddy Waltz from Hudson, Wis., 
will provide the comedy. Camping is available but 
everyone in the campground must purchase a three-
day pass. For more information, call 218-743-3893. 
The rodeo grounds are located at 68270 County Rd. 
5 in Effie.

REFLECTIONS ON WATER

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Multimedia dance performance Aug. 3-4

EAGLES NEST

Front (from left):  Rhys Truty, Sadie Rechichi, and Charlotte Hegman. Kneeling in the back are 
Lauren Olson and Kelly Thompson. Standing in the back are Phoebe Helms and Cora Olson. 
Photo by K. Vandervort

EAGLES NEST TWP— In a 
township full of narrow, dead-end 
roads, what would happen if disas-
ter struck? Like a raging wildfire, a 
powerful and damaging storm, or 
some other kind of destructive event? 

Emergency responders from 
Tower to Ely will be mobilized for 
a mock evacuation drill here on 
Saturday, Aug. 11, to try to answer 
that question and test their readiness, 
with the help of 50-60 resident fami-
lies in the township who have agreed 
to participate in the exercise. 

“Our scenario is a wildfire 
burning into the area,” said Eagles 
Nest Fire Chief and Emergency 

Manager Larry McCray. Residents 
along Minnesota Boulevard, and 
Norway, Walsh, and Migisi roads 
will be evacuated as part of the drill. 

The township already has an 
emergency plan, including desig-
nated “ambassadors” on each of the 
township’s roads. In the event of 
emergency or the need for evacua-
tion, the fire chief sends information 
or evacuation to the ambassadors, 
who then inform everyone on their 
road before reporting back to the 
chief. 

The system worked well, said 
McCray, following the June 29 
derecho that hit the township par-
ticularly hard, leaving many roads 
choked with downed trees. “The 
ambassadors contacted us about road 
conditions after the storm, which 

meant we could more efficiently 
dispatch work groups where they 
were needed.”

With the Aug. 11 drill, McCray 
says, “we just want to find the weak 
spots.” 

During the drill, the evacuated 
families will be asked to come to the 
Eagles Nest Town Hall to check in for 
accountability purposes and receive 
information on where to go. 

The drill runs from 10 a.m.-
noon and will include emergency 
responders from Tower, Breitung, 
Ely, St. Louis County, the U.S. 
Forest Service, and the Department 
of Natural Resources as well as 
Eagles Nest. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Mock evacuation drill set for Aug. 11

Saturday, August 4 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Come paint with local artists! 
Adults and Children welcome at Whiteside Park! 

An annual event to celebrate Ely’s Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust. 

Enriching Life in Ely! - For 29 Years! 

‘Breakfast  in  the  Garden’ 

LIVE!
GUIDED HISTORIC WALKING 

TOUR OF DOWNTOWN ELY
Tuesdays @ 4:00pm

Saturdays @ 10:00am
July 7th - July 31st

Meet in front of City Hall

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

RODEO
63rd Annual

NORTH STAR STAMPEDE
July 27-28-29

Fri 5 p.m. • Sat & Sun 2 p.m.
Rain or Shine • Effie, MN

For more information: 218-743-3893



WINTON – “Sorry to inform 
all Winton residents and postal 
customers, but we are no longer 
a Contract Post Office.” That 
surprising statement on the 
Facebook page of the Fat Chicken 
Feed Store and Greenhouse was 
posted last Wednesday afternoon.

“We were forced to choose 
between our current postal jobs 
and the Contract Post Office,” 
said Bret and Jennifer Janeksela. 
“We couldn’t do both under a 
clause in the contract. I am sure 
going to miss each and every one 
of you. It was a great 17 years.”

That short and bitter news hit 

the community of Winton like an 
earthquake last week. “I had four 
hours to make up my mind about 
keeping the Post Office going for 
Winton or giving up my job as a 
postal carrier in Ely,” Janeksela 
said on Monday. “It was a tough 
decision and it broke my heart, but 
I came to terms with it. I feel really 
terrible for the community.”

According to Janeksela, he 
was informed last Wednesday 
morning that retaining the con-
tract for the Post Office at his 
business and working as a mail 
carrier is a conflict of interest 
and doing both activities is 
not allowed under U.S. Postal 
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 Briefly

Council to meet to plan for its future
Winton loses its Post Office

POST OFFICE CONSOLIDATION

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See POST OFFICE...pg. 5

Hey Siri, how do I get to Ely?
TECHNOLOGY DEPENDENCE

REGIONAL—Ely may be at the 
end of the road, but at least it’s a paved 
road. 

That’s a subtlety apparently lost 
on a surprising number of motorists 
who have found themselves directed 
by their phones onto Six Mile Lake 
Road in recent weeks, despite the 
opening of the newly-realigned Hwy. 
169 between Tower and Ely. They’ve 
been following the direction of online 
mapping applications such as  Apple 
Maps on iPhones and Google Maps 
on Android smartphones and it’s left 
many of them with damaged vehicles 
or, literally, stuck in the mud.

Bob Reichensperger, owner of 
Bob’s Service and Towing in Tower, 
said he knows of at least six cars that 
have been stuck on Six Mile Lake Road, 
although local residents on the rough 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

See MAP APPS...pg. 5

Above: Residents along 
Six Mile Lake Road 
posted this sign near the 
entrance to Hwy. 169 in 
hopes of discouraging 
motorists who have been 
following their phones 
rather than their common 
sense.

Right: The road deteri-
orates into deep mud in 
places, which has left 
some motorists stuck.
M. Olberhelman

TOWER— A special 
meeting of the Tower City 
Council was postponed due 
to a lack of a quorum on 

Monday. Only two of the 
five members of the council 
were able to attend. 

The meeting has been 
rescheduled for Monday, 
July 30, at 5:30 p.m.

ELY – Following a 
lengthy discussion on 
planning to improve and 
connect the school build-
ings at the ISD 696 campus 
Monday night, the Ely 
School Board came to the 
conclusion that they will 
need professional con-
sultation and engineering 
expertise to help them 
successfully navigate their 
way through a project 
that could cost at least $1 
million and perhaps as 
much as $6 million.

A part-time super-
intendent who has many 
hats to wear just running 
the school district, an 
impending retirement of 
the 30-year veteran who 
oversees the district’s 
facilities operation and 
transportation services, 
and the possibility of as 
many as three new faces 
on the school board after 
elections this fall presents 
many challenges for the 
Ely School Board who will 
likely need to convince 
taxpayers to approve a 
referendum to help fund the 
building improvements.

Superintendent Kevin 
Abrahamson reviewed a 

10-year-old school build-
ing evaluation from Foster 
Jacobs and Johnson and 
Northland Consulting 
Engineers with board 
members this week that 
just skimmed the surface 
of what could be involved 
in adding more gymnasi-
um space, renovating the 
kitchen and cafeteria, pos-
sible rerouting of utilities, 
demolishing the former 
steam plant and connecting 
the three campus build-
ings with the required 
ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) access.

Board members barely 
touched on the issues of 
inadequate exterior wall 
insulation in the histor-
ic buildings, cold-water 
showers in the girls locker 
room, and freezing toilets 
in the elementary school, 
all brought to the front 
burner earlier this month by 
Board Chair Ray Marsnik.

Completed in 2008, 
when board members at 
that time were considering 
vacating the unused JFK 
building and improving 
the heating plant, the report 
stated, “The opinions of 
probable cost include work 
to increase the thermal 

Tower council 
meeting postponed

ELY SCHOOLS

Board gets serious 
about facility projects
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See SCHOOLS...pg. 5

Winton postmaster Bret 
Janeksela outside the Winton 
Post Office, which closed 
last week. K. Vandervort

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn Koski Les Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

$39,750*
Truck Month Price

* Take another $1,000 OFF when you finance with GM Financial Assistance.

2018 Silverado 1500
Crew Cab LT All Star

2018 Chevy Equinox 
LT AWD

Truck Month Price
$27,229*

MSRP $49,955

MSRP $32,035

NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS
For Well Qualified Buyers On All 2018 Silverado Pickups When You Finance With GM Financial

* Must finance with GM Financial to qualify for additional down payment assistance. See dealer for details.
* Take another $961 OFF when you finance with GM Financial Assistance.

www.waschkechevrolet.com

It’s TRUCK MONTH

We go...
The exTra Mile

Carpeting
Kitchens
Vinyl & Laminate
Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Tile
Wallcoverings & More!

to bring you the 
great service you deserve!

8

8

8

8

8

8

EXTRA

We’ll go that extra mile to 
find what you are looking for! 

RUGSCABINETS

BATH

Whether you live
on an island,

in town or in the woods...
Let our friendly, knowledgeable

sales staff assist you
with all your decorating needs! 

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
8 AM-5:30 PM

Thurs. 8 AM-6:30 PM
Sat. 9 AM-3 PM



In July of 2001, 
my son received 
an acceptance letter 
from the Perpich 
Center for the Arts 
in Golden Valley, a 
public high school 
for artistically gifted 
students from across 
the state. It was his 
dream come true, 
to enter the music 
program and finish 
his junior and senior 

years in the Twin 
Cities. 

 To his parents, 
this meant moving 
him 250 miles 
away, handing him 
over to the care of 
strangers, taming 
all of our anxieties 
over how a kid from 
the town of Cook 
would fare with 
all the stimulation 
(and temptations) 

of the “big city.” We agreed that 
those fears, real and imagined, 
warranted some “quality time.” 
It was decided. When the initial 
shock and thrill of the news had 
subsided, we enlisted him into 
“basic training” — a two week 
camping trip with Sergeant 
Mom. 

We pulled the mothballed 
1984 Ford Van from its weedy 
berth beside the garage. While 
John made a thorough inspection 
and made mechanical adjust-

ments and repairs, my son and I 
made our packing lists. This was 
going to be an adventure! With 
our Rand McNally Road Atlas 
of the U.S. on the seat between 
us, we pointed the van west to 
see how far we could get in two 
weeks. We agreed, “No interstate 
highways and no fast food.” I 
insisted we shake on it. 

Our first destination would 
be Itasca State Park. Here, he 
practiced his skills at starting a 
fire in the rain and discovered the 

pleasures of a steamy summer 
hike in full rain gear. From there 
we headed for South Dakota. 
At some point, I noticed that 
we were encountering growing 
numbers of motorcyclists. It 
suddenly dawned on me that 
we were nearing Sturgis…. in 
August…..the rally! Dare I add 
Sturgis to our itinerary?

Having never been there 
myself, how could I say “no” 

The time has come to face 
reality and hold the NRA/
Republicans accountable in 
the August primary and the 
November General election. 
Please vote for the Democratic 
candidates. That’s the best bet 
for our, and our children’s future. 
It’s pretty clear now.

A good example is in our 
Minnesota Eighth Congressional 
District race, a seat now held by 
retiring Rick Nolan. The NRA/
Republican candidate, Peter 
Stauber, is an extreme right-wing 
supporter of Donald Trump. 
Nobody with any common sense 
can say that is good for our future.

I’ve followed this race 
closely, attending forums, 
m e e t  a n d  g r e e t s ,  a n d 
presentations by all of the DFL 
candidates. I’m voting for Joe 
Radinovich in the  Aug. 14      primary. 
Radinovich possesses the strong 
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  v a l u e s , 
an extraordinary knowl-
edge of the issues and the 
political skill that we need to 
represent us in Congress. He’s 
interesting to listen to because 
he’s got the ability to speak and 
answer questions in depth on every 
issue. That takes thorough work. 
Radinovich reminds me of the seri-
ousness and honesty of our former 
Congressman Jim Oberstar.

Rad inov ich  can  win 
and he will do a job in 
Congress that we can be proud 
of. We need that now.

Lee Peterson
Greenwood Township

I am a retired taconite miner 
who worked 40 years as a hard 
rock miner.

I’m writing in support of 
Paul McDonald’s campaign to 
be the next St. Louis County 
Commissioner from the 4th 
District.

  Paul has exhibited strength 
in bringing people together.  An 
example has been his success-
ful Junior College coaching 
career. His most successful and 
important coaching has been the 
friendship, mentoring, guidance, 
and structure he has provided 

to the students at Vermilion 
Community College. He is a 
natural communicator who has 
the gift of team building.

 Paul’s great-grandfather 
emigrated from Croatia and 
worked in the natural ore and tac-
onite mines.  Paul is a supporter 
of copper nickel mining and the 
thousands of living wage jobs 
that this industry will provide 
to northeastern Minnesota.  He 
has attended rallies/ hearings in 
Aurora and Ely in support of 
proposed copper nickel mining 
projects. There is a possibility 
that he was the only candidate at 
the hearings and rallies.

  Paul will strive to improve 
the economy of St. Louis County 
and is well connected through-
out the region and state.  He 
will establish rapport with the 
other county commissioners and 
will work to establish a better 
working relationship with the 
other county commissioners.  
He believes in common goals/
common sense and can be trusted 
to make quality decisions.

  Paul is a person of integrity 
who treats everyone with respect 
and dignity and is a wonderful 
listener.  His only special interest 
is you the constituent.

Anthony M. Colarich
Ely

I ’m suppor t ing  Dan 
Manick for St. Louis County 
Commissioner District 4 because 
I believe he has proven that he 
has the best interests of our 
community, our children, and 
our local jobs. 

Let me explain. Dan has 
been a pillar of the Cook com-
munity for many years. Whether 
it has been as his role in public 
office for City Council or being 
involved in the Recreation 
Board, Dan has always stepped 
up to help our small community 
move forward.

In support of our kids, Dan 
has proven he has done this time 
and time again. Whether it’s his 
25 years of coaching local kids in 
baseball or helping by being our 
voice as a school board member 
for St. Louis County, Dan has 
delivered. On any given night 

you will find Dan and his family 
at a ball game supporting his local 
teams, whether it is basketball, 
football, baseball or volleyball. 
Dan has made an impact in many 
of our young individuals’ lives.

On the topic of jobs, as a 
union worker for 35 out of 41 
years he has been in the work-
force, Dan will deliver. I have 
personally seen the passion Dan 
has for working people, as he was 
on the bargaining committee for 
the last two contract negotiations 
for the Koochiching County 
Highway Department negotia-
tions. Dan fights for workers’ 
rights and wants his fellow 
co-workers to be treated fairly. 

I have also seen Dan speak 
on behalf of our future jobs in 
the mining and timber industries. 
Dan knows the importance of 
these jobs for the survival of our 
small communities, in which he 
has continually tried to advance. 

I hope you will agree that 
Dan Manick does have what 
it takes to be our next County 
Commissioner for District 4. 
Let him prove that a blue-collar 
worker from a small community 
can help lead, for everyone’s best 
interest. Vote for Dan on Aug. 14.

Dan Snidarich
Area Business
Representative
I.U.O.E. Local 49

On the issue of the cost of the 
March recount in Greenwood, 
Mr. Stoeher and Mr. Bassing 
both called for the recount, which 
they had the legal right to do, 
because of the vote tally. 

Was a recount necessary? I 
believe not. Our election judges 
and voting machines don’t lie and 
that was proven at the recount. 
The vote tally was the same as 
the March election results. Why 
did it take three times? You 
know the answer to that. End of 
conversation. Build a bridge and 
get over it.

Byron Beihoffer
Greenwood Township

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Letters from Readers

What the president knew
Trump was presented with detailed evidence of a 

Russian attack. Why does he still pretend otherwise?

Here’s why I 
support Dan Manick

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN See  ROAD TRIP...pg. 5

Why did recount take 
three attempts?

Radinovich reflects 
working class values

You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone

“Two weeks before 
his inauguration, Donald J. 
Trump was shown highly 
classified intelligence indi-
cating that President Vladimir 
V. Putin of Russia had per-
sonally ordered complex 
cyberattacks to sway the 2016 
American election. 

“The evidence included 
texts and emails from Russian 
military officers and informa-
tion gleaned from a top-secret 
source close to Mr. Putin, who 
had described to the C.I.A. 
how the Kremlin decided 
to execute its campaign of 
hacking and disinformation.”

This was the lede of a 
story in last week’s New 
York Times, which detailed 
the depth of intelligence that 
the country’s top officers pro-
vided to Donald Trump in the 
days before his inauguration. 

The implications of the 
story are stunning, particu-
larly in the wake of President 
Trump’s jaw-dropping press 
conference in Helsinki.

Donald Trump, since 
before taking office, has 
known, beyond almost any 
doubt, that Russian President 
Putin ordered his own mili-
tary and their operatives to 
interfere in the U.S. elections 
in 2016. He has since been 
told by intelligence officials 
that he appointed that the 
Russians intend to continue, 
and likely intensify, their 
efforts to disrupt America’s 
democratic processes. He 
knows, in effect, that the 
Russian government waged 
and continues to wage an 
attack on America designed 
to undermine the very essence 
of its democracy. 

Armed  wi th  such 
evidence, has Trump put 
America first and called out 
Putin for his aggressive and 
intentional efforts to under-
mine this country? 

Quite the opposite. 
Despite the powerful evi-
dence, Donald Trump has 
chosen to conduct his own 
disinformation campaign 
for the past 18 months, 
repeatedly and derisively 
dismissing any investigation 
into Russian interference 
as a “witch hunt” sparked 
by unhappy Democrats and 
their supporters in the “Deep 
State.”

There is no question that 
Donald Trump wants the 
story of Russian interference 
to go away, since he clearly 
understands that it has the 
effect of de-legitimizing his 
presidency. 

But a president who 
puts America first defends 
the country and its institu-
tions over the legitimacy 
of his election victory. In 
continuing to obfuscate, 
misdirect, and lie about the 
Russian interference, Trump 
exposes himself as unfit for 

the presidency. He is putting 
his own interests, even his 
own vanity, over the interests 
of the country he has sworn 
to protect.

What is even more dis-
turbing is the degree to which 
his supporters, particularly 
those in Congress, have been 
willing to look the other way 
as Trump sells out America’s 
democracy to Mr. Putin. 
Even in the wake of Trump’s 
unequivocal siding with 
Putin in Helsinki, too many 
GOP members of Congress 
were willing to accept the 
naked emperor’s new clothes 
when he tried to “clarify” his 
remarks the following day.

Yet Trump didn’t err in 
his comments regarding his 
view of Russian interference. 
When he said, “I don’t see 
why it would be Russia,” that 
is exactly what he meant to 
say. Had Trump actually mis-
spoken, as he falsely claimed, 
his staff would have issued 
the clarification immediately 
following the Helsinki press 
conference. Even members 
of his own staff were left 
gasping by his comment. 

It was only the following 
day, after it became clear that 
his open display of fealty to 
President Putin had created 
a firestorm at home, which 
even his defenders on Fox 
News urged him to correct, 
that Trump invented the 
claim that he had meant to 
say something else.

Let’s put this clearly. 
No one but a willing fool, 
or a GOP Congressperson 
who cowers before his or her 
political base, believes the 
President misspoke. 

Which means, despite 
the fact that Trump has seen 
the detailed intelligence that 
documents Putin’s interfer-
ence in the U.S. elections, he 
remains unwilling to admit it 
or to challenge the Russian 
president over it. He comes 
across as utterly dishonest, 
simpering, and weak. 

The only remaining 
question is: Why?

Is President Trump so 
vain that he will never admit 
that his election victory exists 
under a cloud, no matter the 
cost to the country and the 
integrity of its future elec-
tions? Or does Putin truly 
have compromising infor-
mation on the U.S. President, 
that he is leveraging to have 
his way with Trump? 

Now that we know what 
Trump really knows about 
the Russian interference, his 
refusal to act is all the more 
astonishing. And his efforts 
to misrepresent and interfere 
in the ongoing investigation 
amount to obstruction of 
justice. The questions just 
keep getting more troubling.

Paul McDonald is a 
person of integrity
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to what might be a once 
in a lifetime opportunity. 
Corey was game. 

In my naivete, I had 
no idea what thousands of 
bikers, of every descrip-
tion, congregated in a town 
that, for decades, had com-
pletely turned itself over 
to the whims of non-con-
forming, freedom-seekers 
out to have a really good 
time. Here my innocent 
son’s eyes were opened 
to what that looks and 
feels like. As strange and 
worrisome as it seemed at 
times, it became the perfect 
“teachable moment” to 
open the discussion about 
“temptations,” an item to 
check off on the boot-camp 
list of Things to Cover. 
And in our case, more 
relevant than how to start 

a fire in the rain.
From the beauty of 

the Black Hills, we tar-
geted Yellowstone as our 
next stop, and then on to 
Montana before determin-
ing that it was time to head 
back east to Minnesota. No 
hurry, of course. Many less 
renowned places, people 
and things along the way 
to explore together for the 
obvious lessons, and the 
less obvious, as well. The 
entire trip was absolutely 
fantastic! But one thing 
I haven’t mentioned yet, 
an important underlying 
aspect of this amazing and 
productive experience, 
was that it took place all 
the while in the throes of a 
region-wide drought. 

Once we left Itasca 
State Park, we didn’t 

encounter a single drop 
of rain. Not one place 
we camped allowed us to 
light a campfire. The air 
was scorchingly hot and 
very dry. In Wyoming, 
people were buying 400 
gallon tanks of water and 
rationing it carefully. I 
recall one family we met 
had four teenaged chil-
dren. The parents were 
describing the feuds over 
how often and for how 
long each could shower. I 
remember my son remark-
ing afterwards, “Wow, 
am I glad we don’t have 
that problem!” I thought, 
“Yes, the things we take 
for granted.” 

Miles and miles, state 
after state, for two weeks, 
as we imagined a life of 
sheep farming in these 

beautiful sage-covered 
valleys, awesome vistas 
and big sky, we kept 
returning to the reality of 
having no water. Despite 
the picture postcard beauty 
of the West, we agreed that 
we were the lucky ones 
with our big lakes, rivers, 
rice beds and black spruce 
swamps. The message was 
clear. With our abundant 
water, there was no place 
like northern Minnesota!

Seventeen years later, 
the value of the trip contin-
ues to pay off. In those two 
short weeks, my son got a 
glimpse into how big and 
varied the world is beyond 
the borders of his little 
town. He has coped well 
with the independence 
and freedom he discovered 
away from his mom and 

dad’s watchful eyes. He 
learned to make lists, set 
goals, and actually arrive 
at his destination. Perhaps 
most important of all, he 
notices and appreciates 
what he has. He seems to 
understand the meaning of 
“privilege.”

Funny thing is, I 
learned the same things 
right alongside him, espe-
cially the last part about 
appreciating what we 
have. And more specif-
ically, the water part! 
Voyageurs National Park. 
The Boundary Waters 
Wilderness. The Great 
Lakes and all the water-
sheds and aquifer that 
feed them. The mighty 
Mississippi that begins 
right here in our own Itasca 
State Park. We, the people 

of Minnesota, are specially 
privileged to be the stew-
ards of all this water, one 
of the largest fresh water 
reservoirs in the world. We 
are lucky. We are blessed. 
Let’s not blow it.

Now, when over half 
of our state’s fresh water 
supply is polluted beyond 
remedy, or nearly so, this 
is not the time to take 
a chance of ruining the 
clean water we are still 
fortunate enough to have. 
Clean water must always 
be protected. Because, 
water is life! This isn’t 
just a slogan. It’s a truth 
that was driven home with 
my son and me in 2001, 
and inarguably the most 
important one of our entire 
trip — one we should never 
forget.

resistance of the exterior 
walls and roofs. These 
costs would be optional 
and should be considered 
carefully during the design 
process if the projects 
move forward.”

Referring to both the 
Washington and Memorial 
buildings, the report said, 
“As is typical of a building 
of this vintage, there is 
essentially no insulation 
in the exterior envelope of 
the building.”

“The recommenda-
tion at that time was to 
insulate the walls from 
the inside with a gypsum 
or insulating board which 
would have added a 
hugely significant cost,” 
Abrahamson said.

Marsnik gave a brief 
history of the struggles 
encountered in getting 
a referendum passed to 
replace the heating system 
at the time. The first refer-
endum in 2010, asking for 
a new heating system along 
with additional money 
for roofing, plumbing and 
electrical upgrades, was 
defeated. The next year, 
a $3.3 million referen-
dum asking for just the 
new heating system, was 
approved by almost 70 
percent.

M a n y  f a c i l i t i e s 
improvement projects 
have been completed on 
the school buildings in the 
past eight years, including 
major projects like a new 
roof and windows for 
the Washington building, 
demolition of the JFK 

building, new drain tiling 
and wall repair for the 
Industrial Arts building, 
new clock, phone and 
auditorium sound systems, 
a new playground, and 
electrical system upgrades. 

Long-term facili-
ties planning is ongoing, 
including a new roof for the 
Memorial building, con-
tinued window replace-
ment in the Washington 
building, demolition of 
the old boiler plant, parent 
drop-off and parking lot 
repair, and yearly electrical 
system upgrades.

Board member Scott 
Kellerman said he is a big 
proponent of keeping the 
historic buildings. “But we 
have to take care of them,” 
he said.

Abrahamson said the 
upcoming School Safety 
Grant funding applica-
tion process from the 
Minnesota Department of 
Education allows for up 
to $500,000 per school. 
“Katie (Hildenbrand) 
from ARI (Architectural 
Resources Inc.) suggested 
that we apply for all of it 
to connect the buildings,” 
he said. “If it’s a mil-
lion-dollar project, ask for 
a half-million, and it cuts 
the cost in half.”

Marsnik agreed with 
the reasoning. He stressed, 
“Connecting the buildings 
has been a top priority of 
everyone here.”

The minimal building 
connection project would 
include just enclosed 
hallways between the 

buildings with required 
ADA access provisions. 
Abrahamson said there 
are a number of options on 
where and how to connect 
the buildings and the $1 
million price tag is just a 
“ball-park” figure.

“Kids walking outside 
is a big security issue,” 
Marsnik asserted.

School board member 
Tom Omerza attempted 
to provide a summary of 
the discussion. “To me, 
we are spending a couple 
of hours on this a month 
and it needs way more 
than that. We’re talking 
about putting in new stuff. 
We’re talking about fixing 
old stuff. We’re talking 
about addressing grants 
and funding opportunities. 
To me this needs many 
hours a week. We have a 
part-time superintendent 
that doesn’t have the time. 
I think we need to think 
about finding someone to 
move this forward for us,” 
he said.

He added that with 
any plan to put a refer-
endum in front of voters 
in 2020, discussing the 
issue for a couple of hours 
each month is inadequate. 
“I think we need to task 
someone to help us,” 
Omerza said.

Marsnik threw his 
support behind the pro-
posal. “I think we need 
a professional. We need 
an engineer. I’m a school 
teacher, not an engineer. 
I need advice from some-
body,” he said.

Abrahamson said the 
cost of a consultant is typ-
ically about eight percent 
of the cost of the project.

Omerza suggested 
allowing regional con-
sulting firms to present 
their consulting proposals, 
rather than just relying on 
the ideas from ARI. “There 
are others, like JPJ (JPJ 
Engineering, Inc. Hibbing) 
that would probably like 
the opportunity, given 
the size of this project,” 
he said.

Board members also 
discussed a job descrip-
tion for the position 
of Transportation and 
Facilities Director, in 
anticipation of the retire-
ment of Jeff Jankowski, 
who has served in that 
capacity for the past 30 
years. He has not commit-
ted to a retirement date as 
of this week.
Special meeting

In a special meeting 
fol lowing the study 
session Monday night, 
board members released 
a summary of the recent 
evaluation of the district 
superintendent. It showed 
that Abrahamson “met or 
exceeded board expecta-
tions and met most prog-
ress indicators.”

T h e  e v a l u a t i o n 
summary also said, “The 
development of a strong 
cohesive administrative 
team along with keeping 
the board informed with 
appropriate, regular com-
munication so it may 

perform its responsibilities 
and make informed deci-
sions stood out as major 
strengths. Leadership and 
direction with future facil-
ity planning and doing the 
job on a part-time basis are 
potential challenges as we 
move forward.”

In other business, the 
board took the following 
action:

 Hired Elizabeth 
Townsend for the full-time 
special education teacher 

position;
Accepted the resig-

nation of Kristin Mattila 
from her paraprofessional 
and media center clerk 
positions and hired her 
as the full-time media 
specialist;

Accepted the res-
ignation of Alyce Dusich 
from the part-time cafete-
ria aide position;

 Approved  the 
Long-Term Facilities 
Maintenance plan.

and rugged road  say it’s 
been many more than that. 

“Once you get down 
there, you just can’t back 
up,” he said. Three cars 
have been pulled off the 
roadway in recent weeks 
by his tow truck.

Michael Kalnbach, 
Assistant District Engineer 
with MnDOT, said the 
agency is aware of the 
problem, and has sent 
requests to Apple to have 
the app updated. 

As of the Timberjay’s 

presstime, however, Apple 
had not yet updated its 
map. Apple did not return 
a request for comment.

Google maps has 
updated its program and 
no longer directs travelers 
onto Six Mile Lake Road.

While urging the tech 
firms to fix their programs, 
Kalnback said, it’s not just 
the app at fault for the 
unintentional detours, and 
drivers should be attentive 
to their surroundings and 
not “blindly listening” 

to what their device tells 
them.

“It’s a little disappoint-
ing to me that folks would 
turn off from a new section 
of road onto a narrow 
section of gravel road to 
get to Ely,” Kalnbach said. 
“We’ve never encoun-
tered something like this 
before.”

Apple isn’t the only 
app with a routing problem 
along the Hwy. 169. 
Kalnbach said Google 
Maps still had drivers using 

their map app routed along 
the old alignment which 
went out of disuse earlier 
this summer.

To remedy the situ-
ation, MnDOT placed a 
“Road closed to through 
traffic” sign earlier this 
week at Six Mile Lake 
Road. Whether that will 
stem the flow of misdi-
rected drivers remains to 
be seen.

Service regulations. Janet 
Jankesela recently took 
over Postmaster duties at 
the Soudan Post Office.

“For me, it was a 
no-brainer. I have to keep 
my job as a carrier,” 
Janeksela said on Monday. 
‘Having the Post Office 
contract was never about 
the money. I’ve been doing 
this for the past 17 years. 
It worked out to about $24 
a day for us. I did this for 
our community. Losing 
this contract made me feel 
like I let the village down. 
It will be an adjustment for 
everybody.”

For the foreseeable 
future, Winton residents 
will pick up their mail 

in Ely. 
A letter from Ely 

Postmaster Susan Maki, 
posted in the window 
of the Fat Chicken says, 
“Until further notice, all 
POB (Post Office Box) 
mail will be held at the 
Ely PO for pickup. In the 
next few days you will be 
informed of future plans 
and all available options 
regarding Post Office Box 
and Retail service. We 
apologize for this incon-
venience.”

The Winton City 
Clerk Anne Jackson said 
on Friday, “A special 
public meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, July 25, at 
6 p.m. at the Community 

Center to discuss postal 
service options.”

City council member 
Adam Masloski said last 
Friday that the city’s hands 
are tied in what they can do. 
“A (Contract Post Office) 
must be located in a place 
of business in the city and 
must be open six days a 
week. We don’t have many 
businesses here. We can’t 
have a Post Office where 
alcohol is sold. The only 
other business here is a 
plumbing shop. They’re 
not open on Saturdays. It 
seems like the best thing to 
do is to have boxes set up 
at one location or various 
locations so residents can 
at least pick up their mail 

in town here,” he said.
Janeksela said he has 

no idea what will happen 
to mail service in Winton. 
“The city council can 
discuss it and come up 
with what they want, but 
ultimately, the decision 
will be made by the Postal 
Service and we will all 
have to live with it.”
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MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for
1 and 2 bedroom apartments in

Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

BIRD
SEED

.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

Warning! New Scam Alert!
Watch for recorded calls from a 315 area code, 

warning of arrest if a legal/tax matter is not 
taken care of. Call and they’ll ask you for $$. 

It is a SCAM...just hang up.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424



R E G I O N A L — N o r t h 
Branch Mayor Kirsten Kennedy 
isn’t afraid to talk about a subject 
that doesn’t enter the political 
discussion often in the age of 
Trump: Morals.

The longtime DFLer, who 
is seeking the Eighth District 
congressional seat currently held 
by Rep. Rick Nolan, believes 
morality should be reflected in 
our politics. 

“I talk about a moral 
economy,” she said, “and having 
our federal budget match our 
values.”

Those values, in Kennedy’s 
view, include a sincere desire to 
rebuild the struggling middle 
class by providing the kind of 
supports that make that possi-
ble. “To accomplish this goal, 
we need to increase wages and 
provide affordable benefits in 
our existing industries,” said 
Kennedy. “Raising the federal 
minimum wage and tying it to 
inflation is a start, but it’s not 
enough. We also need to address 
student debt, which keeps young 
families from succeeding and 
limits them from attending 
college or trade school in the 
first place.”

At the same time, she sup-
ports strengthening safety nets 
for working families, including 
providing affordable childcare, 
healthcare, housing, and ful-
ly-funded public education, 
including preschool. She’s also 

opposed to any attempt to pri-
vatize Social Security. “That’s 
paramount if we want our district 
to flourish,” she said.

She also sees the moral 
dimension in the recent revela-
tions of serial sexual harassment 
by a former senior member 
of Rep. Nolan’s Washington 
staff. “It’s about how you act 
when no one is looking,” she 
said. Kennedy has had a close 
political relationship with Nolan 
and she said he’s always acted 
appropriately with her. Still, she 
said the recent revelation is no 
surprise, given the prevalence of 
the problem in society and she 
said she’s disappointed that the 
alleged offender, chief policy 
director Jim Swiderski, was 
not held accountable. “And we 
can’t say it’s fixed just because 
we’re having the conversation,” 
she said. 

Kennedy puts much of the 
onus for a solution to the problem 

on men. “This isn’t a women’s 
issue, this is a man’s issue,” she 
said, and believes that progress 
will be possible only when men 
understand their role in the solu-
tion. Kennedy said that she’s had 
her own #MeToo moment in her 
life and says: “I’ll breathe fire 
to make sure an article like this 
never has to be written again.”

Unlike some of the other 
candidates in the race, Kennedy 
isn’t campaigning full-time. 
She continues to perform her 
duties as mayor and continues to 
work full-time for the non-profit 
Statewide Health Improvement 
Partnership. Her work has its 
own moral dimension, focusing, 
she said, on “how we take care 
of each other and allow everyone 
to live a life of dignity.”

It appears that much of her 
politics is grounded in that phi-
losophy of caring, and it shows 
up in specific policy goals. She’s 
worked with veterans suffering 
from PTSD, which has exposed 
her to the substantial benefits of 
medical marijuana. And while 
doctors can legally prescribe 
the drug in Minnesota, Kennedy 
said veterans can potentially lose 
federal benefits if they test pos-
itive for marijuana use. That’s 
why she supports a change in 
federal law to allow the use of 
medical marijuana, not only to 
allow for effective treatment of 
a number of maladies but as a 
potential growth industry that 
could employ Minnesotans.

For Kennedy, there is a 
moral concern, as well, over the 

Trump administration’s treat-
ment of undocumented immi-
grants and refugees. She said she 
supports a path to citizenship for 
the 11 million currently undoc-
umented immigrants, a move 
that she said would increase the 
nation’s gross domestic product 
and tax revenues by billions of 
dollars annually.

“It’s time to restructure 
ICE,” Kennedy says, referring 
to the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency, which 
has stepped up its deportations 
of the undocumented in recent 
years, including many with 
no criminal record other than 
entering the country illegally. 
“America has thrived for 226 
years without its overreach,” 
said Kennedy, noting that ICE 
has existed for less than 20 years. 
“For too long, this agency’s 
power has ballooned, going 
virtually unchecked with dev-
astating results,” Kennedy said. 
“Immigrants are the backbone 
of our society. They benefit 
our workforce, our economy 
and our values. Immigrants are 
who we are.”

On healthcare, Kennedy 
favors bolstering the existing 
Affordable Care Act, while sup-
porting a phased transition to a 
universal, single-payer system. 
She said she favors allowing 
Americans to immediately 
qualify for full Medicare at age 
62 and lowering that eligibility 
age to 58 within two-to-three 
years. “Anyone under that age 
could buy into it as a public 

option,” she said. 
On the economy, Kennedy 

said she’s concerned about the 
shortage of workers, particularly 
skilled workers, and she believes 
that immigration can help play 
a part in addressing the increas-
ingly-serious issue. “We need 
immigration because we need a 
workforce,” she said.

As a mayor, Kennedy said 
she’s aware of the challenges that 
communities face in obtaining 
funds for infrastructure, which 
is why she supports a major 
federal infrastructure program 
with a jobs guarantee for those 
Americans who want one. 

She has joined some other 
congressional candidates in 
calling for a Green New Deal as 
part of any infrastructure plan, 
in order to reorient the economy 
toward a more sustainable 
direction. That would include an 
aggressive timeline to phase out 
fossil fuel-vehicles by 2030 and 
a shift to 100-percent renewable 
energy sources by 2035. She also 
opposes any new oil pipelines, 
according to her website.

She also said she objects 
to the recent legislation, that 
was pushed by fellow DFLers, 
Sen. Tina Smith and Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, to enact a land 
exchange for the PolyMet cop-
per-nickel project near Hoyt 
Lakes. 
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R E G I O N A L — J o e 
Radinovich got engaged one 
day last week—he just couldn’t 
remember when. Political cam-
paigns are always a whirlwind, 
but this past week was a month’s 
worth of hectic rolled into five 
days so Radinovich could prob-
ably be forgiven the momentary 
lapse.

First there was the engage-
ment, to former state Rep. and 
current St. Louis County pros-
ecutor Carly Melin. Then his 
father had a heart attack (he’s 
okay), followed immediately 
by a breaking news story about 
sexual harassment in the office 
of Congressman Rick Nolan, 
that caught Radinovich in the 
crossfire.

It was a reminder that life 
has a way of intervening into 
the best laid plans, including a 
campaign for the Eighth District 
congressional seat.

But back to politics and 
that sexual harassment story. 
According to a number of 
former female staffers inter-
viewed by the highly-regarded 
online news site Minnpost, a 
longtime Nolan policy aide, Jim 
Swiderski, engaged in a pattern 
of sexual harassment, includ-
ing groping, targeting young 
attractive female interns. The 
report cites eight former interns 
or staff, all of whom spoke to 
Minnpost on the condition that 
they kept their identities be 

keptsecret for fear of retaliation.
According to the report, 

top Nolan staff, including Jodie 
Torkelson and Jeff Anderson, 
appeared to tolerate Swiderski’s 
behavior for a time. Eventually, 
after numerous complaints, 
Nolan’s top staff allowed the 
60-some year-old Swiderski to 
retire in 2015 with no mention of 
the harassment allegations. They 
even threw him a retirement 
party and later recommended 
that Radinovich, who chaired 
Nolan’s 2016 re-election effort, 
hire Swiderski for a job on the 
campaign.

Radinovich, who had 
worked for the Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabilitation 
Board before joining Nolan’s 
campaign in January 2016, said 
he had no inkling of Swiderski’s 
improprieties. 

He said someone at the 
senior level of Nolan’s office, 
by which he meant Torkelson, 

Anderson, or Nolan himself, 
made the recommendation, but 
he couldn’t remember who. 
Radinovich said he knew that 
Swiderski was experienced and 
that we was willing to work for 
relatively little compensation, 
so it seemed like a sensible hire, 
which was completed sometime 
in early April.

But when the decision 
prompted a reaction from some 
female staffers who knew of 
Swiderski’s history, Radinovich 
looked into their claims. He 
spoke to one of the staffers who 
he knew, and who was later part 
of the Minnpost story. “When 
she told me it was true, I was 
irate.”

He said he immediately 
contacted Torkelson, telling her 
that Swiderski had to be fired. 
But he said Torkelson tried 
to minimize his concerns, so 
he took the matter a few days 
later to Nolan himself. “I told 
Rick that he couldn’t be on the 
campaign”, and he agreed at that 
point and gave Radinovich the 
okay to fire Swiderski.  On April 
22, Radinovich told Swiderski 
he was out. 

It’s not clear that the story 
will have much impact on the 
Eighth District race, given 
Radinovich’s tangential role and 
his efforts to fire Swiderski once 
he learned of the allegations. 
To date, Radinovich’s DFL 
opponents have had little to say 
about it, although the campaign 
of Republican Pete Stauber was 
quick to accuse Radinovich of 

failing to act to protect employ-
ees of the Nolan campaign.

On the campaign trail
With just over two weeks 

to go until the Aug. 14 primary, 
Radinovich is betting that voters 
will have other issues on their 
mind as they head to the polls— 
and he said he feels good about 
the current state of the race. He 
had a particularly strong second 
quarter fundraising haul, raising 
$180,000, or more than the other 
DFL candidates combined. He 
was the first of the DFL candi-
dates to hit the airwaves, with an 
ad featuring him on a mountain 
bike near Crosby, an image that 
highlights his youth and signals 
that he recognizes the value of 
amenities like recreational trails 
to community and economic 
development.  

His campaign released the 
only poll in the race last month, 
which showed most voters still 
undecided, but put Radinovich 
in a tight race with former KBJR 
anchor Michelle Lee, each with 
support of 16-17 percent of the 
voters.

“It feels good on the ground,” 
said Radinovich. “We’re seeing 
good crowds where we go, and 
we’re getting good response in 
forums.”

Radinovich  says  h is 
message about how to address 
the rapid changes taking place 
in the economy appears to be 
resonating with voters. “I think 
the biggest issue is that the 

economy is changing around 
us,” said Radinovich, noting 
the rapid pace of technological 
change is transforming major 
industries. “Whether you’re in 
mining, manufacturing, or agri-
culture, this is happening. People 
are recognizing the changes, 
but most are concerned for now 
about their immediate world, and 
maybe don’t sit back and see the 
whole picture.” 

Radinovich believes he’s 
the only candidate with a 
clear-eyed sense of how these 
changes will affect society and 
how to meet the changes. “What 
politics should be about is the 
future, and a big bold vision of 
where we need to go,” he said. 
That vision includes support for 
universal health care coverage 
and providing more affordable 
access to childcare.

Radinovich shares a view 
held by other DFLers in the race 
that much more needs to be done 
to improve the skills of the work-
force, and he recognizes that the 
region faces more of a skills 
shortage than a jobs shortage.  
Addressing that gap, says 
Radinovich, means “making 
investments in skills training 
and re-training, protecting the 
rights of workers to unionize, 
and fortifying complementary 
systems and services that make 
work possible—like healthcare, 
childcare, and public education.”
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A s  C o u n t y 
Commissioner I will 
work to bring fair treat-
ment forthe people of the 
Fourth District. We pay 
25 percent of the county 
property taxes and we 
have only 5 percent of the 
county jobs. Many of our 
roads need to be improved. 
While, at this time, I 
don’t support splitting 
the county, I will work to 
insure that we are treated 
fairly when budgets and 

projects are developed.
  Specifically, I will:
 Work for road 

and trail improvements, 
including the proposed 
Lake Vermilion Trail.

Continue to support 
iron mining, PolyMet, and 
a fair process for Twin 
Metals.

Encourage County 
involvement in improv-
ing broadband, promote 
better mental health care, 
advocate for solutions to 

child care issues, and be 
a watchdog on the County 
budget.

I’m Not content to be 
on the sidelines, I’ve been 
a teacher at Vermilion 
College, a union leader - 
local president and region-
al chair, and city councilor 
for over 30 years. I have 
built a reputation for 
fairness and for listening 
to other points of view. 
As President of RAMS 
(Range Associa t ion 

of Municipalities and 
Schools) for two years I led 
the Board as it became a 
strong voice for the people 
of northeastern Minnesota 
and have testified at the 
Legislature on issues like 
Local Government Aid. 

  I look forward to 
bringing my positive, 
can-do attitude to the St. 
Louis County Board.       

    I welcome your vote 
on Aug. 14.

Joe Radinovich

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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Meet your county commission candidates
Editors note: The 
Timberjay gave each 
of the St. Louis County 
Commissioner candi-
dates the opportunity 
to either submit their 
own statement to our 
readers or answer 
some questions we 
supplied, with a 500 
word limit. These are 
their replies, in alpha-
betical order.

Radinovich caught up in Nolan campaign scandal

Kirsten Kennedy

Kennedy says morals should match politics



I get 500 words to 
explain why you, the tax-
payer, needs someone like 
me on the St. Louis County 
(SLC) Board. 

I am a successful 
business owner and the 
decade-long operations 

manager at the county 
recycling facility. Add 
in the numerous other 
boards I volunteered on, 
and my work with many 
on probation, and I have 
the experience and quali-
fications necessary. 

I bring a proven record 
of developing new and 
improving existing pro-
grams and policies, while 
always standing up for the 
people who need it. Yet, 
I am kind, fair, honest 
and good to work with.  
We pay enough taxes - too 
much for the services we 
receive. 

I  have done my 
research and see a new 
path from the County 
Board as my letter to the 

editor outlined in the July 
13 issue.

Most importantly, we 
need to address the out-
of-county people moving 
in to live off the backs of 
the hard working SLC 
residents. This not only 
shorts the money needed 
for our residents, but it is 
having a huge impact on 
our communities. 

The social 
impacts:  

Greatly increased 
drug rates, now at epi-
demic levels. SLC has 
one of the highest deaths 
per capita by overdose in 
the state. 

Greatly increased 
crime rates. Virginia is 
the second most dangerous 
city in the state. 

 It’s becoming a 
generational lifestyle, 
as over 800 children are 
currently removed from 
homes in SLC.

Our youth and other 
residents are susceptible to 
this lifestyle trap. 

The financial 
impacts: 

Greatly increased 
public assistance budget. 

Greatly increased 
public safety budget. 

Combined they are 
nearly 50 percent of our 
$400 million annual 
budget and are rising at 
an unsuitable rate. 

Losing good tax-
paying residents who can’t 
afford or don’t want to 
raise their families here. 

Decrease in pop-

ulation puts a higher tax 
burden on the remaining 
citizens. 

Diversified indus-
tries have labor and safety 
concerns.

I pledge: 
I will research and 

study the system further, 
work with county employ-
ees, local professionals, 
and utilize group, big-pic-
ture thinking to develop 
policies that follow the 
necessary state mandates  
yet protect SLC residents. 
If there is a will there is 
a way. 

I have developed a 
Facebook page “What’s 
up in St. Louis County.” I 
will use this tool to keep 
citizens informed and 
engaged. You will have a 
voice as the information 

will be delivered to you 
one quick posting at a time.  

I will NEVER tell 
you what you want to hear, 
but listen and talk through 
situations together. 

I will push for local 
cities and townships to 
start getting balanced 
consideration for the taxes 
they pay. The spending 
practices are unfair across 
the County.   

We need to plant the 
seeds of change now, 
because they take time 
to grow. 

I may not be the pol-
iticians’ choice, but I will 
be the choice of the people.  

On Tuesday, Aug.14, 
I need your voice, your 
vote at the primary to bring 
change for a better future. 
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Christine Schlotec

Hello constituents, my 
name is Paul McDonald. I 
am a lifelong Iron Ranger, 
originally from Chisholm, 
who has called Ely home 

for nearly 30 years. I 
have been a community 
and union activist for 
my entire profession-
al life and have been 
recently endorsed by the 
Teamsters, Steelworkers 
and Education groups to 
replace Tom Rukavina.

My primary responsi-
bilities as your next county 
commissioner are to make 
sure the taxpayers of St. 
Louis County are treated 
fairly, with respect, and 
that their tax dollars are 
spent wisely. If a road 
needs fixing, my job is to 

get it fixed. If grandma or 
grandpa need assistance to 
stay in their home, my job 
would be to fight to make 
that happen. If a child is 
in danger, I need to help 
make sure that child is 
safe. If you are a veteran 
and need services, I will 
advocate extremely hard 
for you.

My strength has 
always been my ability 
to bring people togeth-
er using common sense 
and I have experience in 
strategizing solutions for 
problems that will arise 
for people in the Fourth 
District. I am retiring from 
Vermilion Community 
College after 29 years on 
Aug. 1 this year. I will have 

the time to be available for 
people of the district and 
be able to devote the effort 
that is needed to ensure 
fairness and equity for the 
fine people that live here.

One of my top pri-
orities for the county is 
having the county more 
involved in economic 
development. Our biggest 
current project in the works 
is PolyMet. The commu-
nities of Aurora, Babbitt, 
Ely and Hoyt Lakes have 
the housing available and 
people are waiting for 
these high quality jobs. 
The infrastructure is in 
place, just waiting to be 
restarted. All the prelimi-
nary work is done and the 
process is working. After 

15 years, we need to get 
the jobs and the mining 
project underway.

We also need to assist 
small business and start-
up businesses. We have 
some very smart people 
in the area and programs 
are available to assist 
these people. The county 
needs to be a player in the 
broadband industry so we 
have quality technology 
for these businesses.

The huge size of the 
Fourth District dictates 
that we should have more 
than 96 county jobs located 
here. With over 2,000 jobs 
throughout the county, the 
Fourth District needs more 
jobs spread throughout 
our communities. Putting 

10 jobs in Cook, Orr, 
or Tower would add to 
these areas and these are 
high quality, well-paying 
county positions. With 
today’s technology, we 
don’t need most of our 
accountants, engineers, 
and other employees 
working out of Duluth. 

I believe I am the 
best suited candidate for 
this job. I am very well 
connected to the area, the 
state, as well as nationally. 
I have always given an 
honest effort, am very easy 
to talk to, am well liked and 
will fight for the people of 
the Fourth District.

The only special inter-
est I will serve is YOU!

 I am proud to be 
running for the District 
4 County Commission-
er seat. If elected as the 
Commissioner for Dis-
trict 4 I feel my respon-
sibility is to represent 
the best interests of the 

citizens in our District. 
I need to be aware of 
the needs and concerns of 
the constituents of Dis-
trict 4. A Commissioner 
needs to work with the 
entire Board to ensure 
that the District operates 
efficiently and provides 
citizens the services they 
need and want. If elected 
I plan to work full-time 
to represent the citizens 
of District 4’s needs and 
concerns.

 I have many 
issues that I feel are pri-
orities for our district, but 
I am just going to talk 
about three issues that I 

feel are at the top of that 
list.  One issue is eco-
nomic development. We 
need to make District 4 
more attractive to busi-
ness growth in order to 
create jobs and improve 
living standards. We 
need to support innova-
tion and diversity in our 
wood products industry. 

The majority of our 
businesses have 10 or 
fewer employees, we 
should be helping those 
small businesses as much 
as we can to access fund-
ing in order to maintain 
or increase employment 
opportunities. We need 
to continue to support 
our mining industries 
and the spinoff jobs that 

come with a healthy min-
ing industry. We need 
to improve our econom-
ic development so our 
youth don’t have to move 
away as adults but can 
thrive living in District 4. 

Another issue in our 
district is mental health. 

We need to work 
with our schools to open 
a mental health facili-
ty in District 4. If we 
were to have a facility 
at a centralized location, 
school districts could get 
the help they need with 
mental health, bullying 
and other social issues as 
they arise. Right now if a 
mental health issue arises 
with one of our students 
we have to send them to 

either Duluth or all the 
way to North Dakota. We 
can’t send them to Range 
Mental Health Center in 
Virginia. We need a part-
nership between Range 
Mental Health Center, 
the school district, and 
the county social services 
program. 

I realize this facil-
ity is not in our part of 
District 4 or the school 
district, but supporting 
more mental health ser-
vices for the students in 
our area is important. 
As an ISD 2142 School 
Board member, I see 
bullying and lockdowns 
happening too often in 
our schools. Let’s help 
these kids close to home 

where family support is 
so critical to their health 
and well-being. 

The third issue that 
is a top priority is drug 
abuse prevention and 
awareness. We need to 
be proactive in the bat-
tle against drugs. When 
we incarcerate someone 
it’s too late, the emo-
tional and social issues 
that affect the families 
involved are tragic, and 
there is a greater finan-
cial impact to the tax-
payers. 

 It would be an 
honor to receive your 
vote and be elected your 
next District 4 County 
Commissioner.

I am Bernie Mettler 
and I am a candidate 
for St. Louis County 
Commissioner in the 
Fourth District. I would 
like to start by thanking 
The Timberjay for allow-
ing me this opportunity. 

I believe it is important 
for the people of the 
Fourth District to have 
the opportunity to look 
at the candidates and 
compare them side by side.                                                                                                                                            
      I believe the primary 
responsibility of a county 
commissioner is to rep-
resent the people of his 
district, to manage the 
county and to work with 
the other commissioners 
to set goals and priorities. 
To this end, he should be 
ever mindful that it is the 
tax dollars of the people 
that we are spending and 

to spend it cautiously and 
wisely.

As your commission-
er, my priorities would 
be to continue the push 
for more money to be put 
towards infrastructure in 
the Fourth District. I feel 
the County Board needs 
to become more proactive 
in its efforts to recruit and 
grow new businesses in 
this area.  We need to take 
a hard look at the way we 
do business as a county 
and find better ways to 
effectively stretch YOUR 
tax dollars.

I do believe that the 
Fourth District has been 
getting the “short end of 

the stick” when it comes 
to money contributed to 
the general fund vs money 
received. I believe this is 
starting to change and I 
will work with the other 
members of the board to 
see that money is dispersed 
not simply on the basis of 
population, but based on 
the need for infrastructure 
improvement.

Finally, running for 
county commissioner 
is not something that I 
decided to do on a whim 
or simply because there 
is now an open seat. 
This is something I’ve 
been planning and pre-
paring to do for several 

years. I have 10 years of 
experience in township 
government and currently 
serve on the Embarrass 
Township Board. I have 
also served on the Board of 
Directors of the Embarrass 
Vermillion Federal Credit 
Union for the past 14 
years, and I am currently 
treasurer.  I am a member 
of the Babbitt Lions Club.  
During the last 25 years, 
I have been working and 
serving the communities of 
the Fourth District.  I timed 
my retirement so as to 
allow me to run for Fourth 
District Commissioner.  
The only promises I have 
made to the folks of the 

Fourth District  are that I 
will work tirelessly as your 
full-time representative 
and that I will listen to your 
concerns and issues.  I will 
do my level-best to work 
for the betterment of ALL 
the people of the Fourth 
District in an honest and 
straight forward manner. 

Remember to vote 
in the primary Tuesday, 
Aug. 14.

Thank You!

 

Bernie Mettler

Daniel Manick

Paul McDonald

To me, the primary 
responsibility of being 
commissioner is repre-
senting the citizens of the 
district and to ensure their 
taxpayers dollars are spent 
in a wise manner. 

I commit to fiscally 
responsible spending on 
infrastructure, roads and 
bridges, which are so 
critical to growth in jobs, 
economy, and safety for 
our region. We must work 

to improve access to ser-
vices in our rural area for 
society’s vulnerable and 
veterans. The disparity 
of county employees to 
provide the much-needed 
services needs improve-
ment. 

Currently, the 4th 
District provides 24 
percent of the proper-
ty tax income but only 
employs roughly 100 
out of the total 2,100 St. 
Louis county employees. 
Receiving our fair share of 
funding for the 4th District 
is critical to growth, road 

improvement, quality 
jobs, schools, access to 
services and expanding 
tourism. 

 Having 20 years of 
trained leadership and 
government experience in 
the U.S. Coast Guard, as 
well as serving as a County 
Veteran Service Officer in 
Ely, I will work full time 
to represent the people of 
the 4th District. 

My dream is that our 
children can afford to stay 
and raise a family. So that 
someday I will have the 
chance to teach my grand-

children to hunt, fish and 
enjoy the beautiful land I 
have always called home, 
as four generations before 
me have.

 I hope you have 
noticed that I have not put 
political signs along our 
highways, in your towns 
or cities. While I agree 
the signs may be effective, 
I have several opinions 
about political signs: 

1. Political signs are 
nothing but “high class 
litter” on our roadways and 
in our communities. (again, 
personal option)

2. The signs generally 
tell a voter very little about 
the candidate.

3.   A candidate’s sign 
in one’s yard does not nec-
essarily mean support.

I would only ask that 
you consider voting for 
me as an experienced 
leader, the only veteran 
running, a property owner, 
homeowner, family man, 
outdoorsman, and lover of 
our country. 

 
Thank you.

Michael Forsman



BREITUNG TWP- With 
246 in paid attendance, this 
year’s Vermilion Range Old 
Settlers Association Reunion 
and Picnic once again high-
lighted the strong family ties 
in our community, as well as 
welcoming new generations of 
“Old Settlers” to the area.

The booyah, as usual, 
was the star of the event. Nick 
Tekautz’s 32nd year as booyah 
crew leader went like clock-
work, with a few new young-
er volunteers out stirring the 
pots. An able volunteer crew 
had gathered at Tekautz’s home 
in Soudan the night before, to 
slice and dice and peel many 
hundreds of pounds of pota-
toes, onions, carrots, cabbage, 
celery and peppers.

At 12 noon, after a brief 
invocation by Father Nick Nel-
son from St. Martin’s, the long 
line of pot-yielding “settlers” 
made their way to the serving 
table to get their pots filled with 
the steaming meat and vegeta-
ble soup.

The weather was perfect 
mid-July, partly cloudy, not too 
hot, with a nice breeze. This 
year’s picnic attracted more 
young families that in the past 
few years, and the playground 
at McKinley Park buzzed with 
action.

The Vermilion Range 
Old Settlers is open to anyone 
born or living on the Vermil-
ion Iron Range. Attendees this 
year came from as far away 
as Maryland, Arizona, Texas, 
Washington, and Pennsylva-
nia. This year’s youngest old 

settler was six-month old Ed-
win Swanson, of Tower. The 
oldest, for the second-year in a 
row, was now 95-year-old Jim 
Charles, of Tower, who attend-
ed with his wife Shirley.

Master of Ceremonies and 
past president Lee Branwall 
emceed the short program after 
the meal. He said that a recent 
trip with some of his grandchil-
dren to visit relatives in Sweden 
showed him the importance of 
his Vermilion Range roots.

Branwall’s grandfather 
emigrated from Sweden at the 
age of 16, settling in this area, 
on a homestead that has now 
been in Branwall’s family for 
130 years. Branwall’s wife, 

who died this past 
year, traced her roots back to 
the 1890s in Ely.

“There are so many sto-
ries to tell of these early immi-
grants,” he said. 

Old Settlers is support-
ed by the annual dues paid 
by members. Dues are $6 in 
advance and $8 closer to the 
annual picnic, held the third 
Saturday in July each year. Or-
ganizers asked that if possible, 
dues be paid in advance, which 
helps for planning and makes 
registration on picnic day go 
faster.

“The success of our re-
union depends on the dues 
and the generosity of its mem-

bers,” said long-time secretary/
treasurer Kathy Hoppa. Next 
year’s picnic will be on Satur-
day, July 20.  Checks should be 
made out to Old Settlers and 
mailed to Old Settlers, PO Box 
724, Tower, MN 55790.

Dena Suihkonen and fami-
ly oversaw the drawings for the 
numerous door prizes, donated 
by area businesses and individ-
uals.

Old Settlers committee 
2018 president Jodi Summit 
introduced officers for the up-
coming year: Jennifer Fredrick-
son, president; Muriel Scott, 
first vice-president; Stephen 
Tekautz, second vice-presi-

dent; Kathy Hoppa, secretary/
treasurer; and board of direc-
tors members Pauline Housen-
ga, Matt Tuchel, Mike Korpi, 
Eric Norberg, Ari Picard, Kris-
tine Jonas, along with two new 
board members Gary Torma 
and Dave Vandervort.

VBS at Gloria Dei, 
Aug. 6 - 8

PIKE TWP- Glo-
ria Dei Lutheran Church 
on Hwy. 169 invites all 
ages to our family Vaca-
tion Bible School, 5:30 
– 7:30 p.m. Monday 
though Wednesday, Aug. 
6-8. Creation will be the 
theme. The setting will 
be outdoors, with a Bi-
ble lesson, a light supper 
of Bible food, crafts and 
yard games, ending with 
campfire singing. All 
children must be accom-
panied by a parent or re-
sponsible adult. 

RSVP by Aug. 1 
for Greenwood’s 
40th Anniversary 
Celebration 

G R E E N W O O D 
TWP- Greenwood Town-
ship will be celebrating 
its 40th anniversary on 
Saturday, Aug. 25. Ev-
eryone in Greenwood 
Township should receive 

an announcement page, 
hand-delivered to your 
home by the end of next 
week. Everything is free. 
If you are a past or pres-
ent resident or a visitor, 
you are invited to attend. 
The only catch is you 
must tell us by Aug. 1 
that you are coming. We 
have to plan for the food 
and drink.

There will be free 
food, drinks, music, 
games, a slide show, and 
hopefully a pamphlet on 
the history of the town-
ship, as well as plenty of 
conversation. Our first 
township chairman, Lo-
ren Turner, will be the 
keynote speaker.

The committee has 
received seven stories so 
far from different fam-
ilies on how their roads 
were named. The com-
mittee is looking for in-
formation from families: 
interesting stories about 
the families, who named 
the road and why, and 
how long they have been 

coming to Lake Vermil-
ion. Photographs are also 
needed. Rod Lundstrom 
will be setting up a slide 
show of pictures about 
Greenwood families and 
their times on Lake Ver-

milion. All photographs 
will be returned. All the 
information for the pam-
phlet and slide show must 
be turned in by July 30.

Everyone is invit-

ed to visit the new play-
ground by the pavilion 
at any time. Anyone who 
has questions or other 
ideas to make the celebra-
tion better can call Pam 
Lundstrom at 218-753-
3006. To make a reser-
vation for the picnic, call 
the township clerk, Sue 
Drobac, at 218-753-2231.

Grief Education 
and Support 
Group on Aug. 2

TOWER- A Grief 
Education and Support 
Group meets the first 
Thursday of the month 
from 2 – 4 p.m. at Imman-
uel Lutheran Church, 304 
Spruce St. in Tower. The 
next session will be Aug. 
2. This group is open to 
anyone in our area who 
has experienced the death 
of a loved one.

Experiencing the 
death of a loved one can 

be a very difficult expe-
rience. Learning about 
the grief process and 
having support from oth-
ers can help a great deal. 
Please consider reserving 
your spot to participate 
in this monthly educa-
tion and grief support 
group. There is no cost. 

The topic for the 
Aug. 2 session is “The 
Meaning of Healing.” 
Registration is not re-
quired, however it is rec-
ommended. Please call 
East Range Hospice at 
218-749-7975 or 1-877-
851-2213 to register.

This Grief Education 
and Support Group is 
sponsored and facilitat-
ed by Essentia Health St. 
Mary’s East Range Hos-
pice, Patient and Family 
Grief Support Services.
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OLD SETTLERS

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

Northern Red Hat Belles to meet July 8
GREENWOOD TWP- The Northern Red Hat Belles will meet at the Greenwood Pavilion on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8 at 12 noon for a potluck dinner. If it rains, the potluck will be in the 
adjacent town hall. Sloppy Joes, water, coffee, and lemon drink will be provided. We will 
play games that afternoon. Any questions, call Pam at 218-753-3006. submitted photo

Tradition continues at this year’s Old Settlers

Left: Zaija Schroeder waited in line 
with her grandmother Gen Bjorgo. 
Above: Youngest “Old Settler” Eddie 
Swanson met the oldest “Old Settler” 
Jim Charles.
Right: Steve Tekautz stirred the pot.
Timberjay staff photos

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950 • www.timberjay.com



Estate planning 
class offered on 
Aug. 8

TOWER- A local at-
torney, Kelly Klun, from 
the Klun Law Office in 
Ely, will lead you through 
key factors to drafting 
and personalizing wills 
and trusts, preparing pro-
bate documents, creating 
documents for long term 
health care, drafting a 
durable power of attor-
ney, and preparing health 
care directives.  The class 
is Wednesday, Aug. 8 in 
the Tower Depot Coach 
Car at 4 p.m.  You must 
pre-register so we can 
plan accordingly for 
class space and materials.  
Please call or text Leone 
Graf to pre-register at 
218-343-3744.  If no an-
swer, please leave a mes-
sage, with the spelling of 
your name and the class 
you are interested in.  We 

will gladly relocate if you 
need handicap accessibil-
ity, just let Leone know.

Defensive 
Driving Four-Hour 
Refresher Course  

SOUDAN- Defen-
sive Driving – Four-Hour 
Refresher Course will be 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at the 
Soudan Fire Hall from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  The four-
hour refresher course is 
offered for drivers 55 
years of age and old-
er who have previously 
completed an eight-hour 
beginner course and who 
need to re-certify to con-
tinue receiving a discount 
on their car insurance.  
Dana Waldron is the in-
structor for the class of-
fered under AARP.  Class 
fee is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for 
non-members.  Payment 

is payable to the instruc-
tor on the day of class.  
You must pre-register so 
we can plan accordingly 
for class space and mate-
rials.  Please call or text 
Leone Graf to pre-regis-
ter at 218-343-3744.  If 
no answer, please leave a 
message with your name 
and spelling, phone num-
ber, and the class you are 
interested in.

Defensive Driving  
Eight-Hour 
Beginner Class

SOUDAN- Drivers 
age 55 and older can save 
money on car insurance 
premiums and become a 
better driver.  The course 
is two four-hour sessions 
of classroom which in-
cludes a video, workbook 
and class discussion.  
There are no driving or 
test requirements.  You 
must attend both four-
hour sessions to receive 

credit and the certificate 
of completion required by 
your insurance company.

The class is on Fri-
day, Sept. 21 from 5 - 9 
p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 
22 from 8 a.m. – noon.  
You must attend both and 
they are both different 
from the four-hour re-
fresher.  Dana Waldron is 
the instructor for the class 
offered under AARP.  
Class fee is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for 
non-members.  Payment 
is payable to the instruc-
tor on the day of class.  
You must pre-register so 
we can plan accordingly 
for class space and mate-
rials.  Please call or text 
Leone Graf to pre-regis-
ter at 218-343-3744.  If 
no answer, please leave a 
message with your name 
and spelling, phone num-
ber, and the class you are 
interested in.
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Week of  July 30

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Aug. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Aug. 23 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 29; Sept. 19

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule
Transfer station

Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Smoke and Suds 
Aug. 3 at 
St. Martin’s

TOWER- To our pa-
rishioners, community 
members, and summer 
visitors, are you ready 
for an evening of good 
food, laughs, and a good 
time? St. Martin’s is once 
again hosting Smoke and 
Suds on Friday, Aug. 3. 
Festivities will get un-
derway at 6 p.m. in the 
social hall. There will be 
great food including bar-
becued ribs with all the 
fixin’s by featured chef 
Nick Tekautz, a camp-
fire with regular s’mo-
res and s’mores made 
with peanut butter cups, 
live music, meat raffles 
and yard games. Adult 
beverages will be avail-
able for purchase. Music 
will be provided by The 
Beefeater Brothers.

Cost for the dinner 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
children ages 5 to 12, 
and children under five 
attend free. Tickets will 
be on sale before and 
after Mass at the recto-
ry and at Jeanne’s Card 
Shop. Tickets will be 
available at the door, but 
we prefer pre-sales to 
ensure there is enough 
food.

For questions, call 
the rectory at 218-753-
4310.  We hope that you 
will join us.

Upcoming events 
at St. James 
Presbyterian

TOWER- Join us for 
two events in August. 
The Annual Block Party 
with The Mattson Band 
on Friday, Aug. 10 at 6 
p.m. Invite your friends 
and neighbors. 

The Church Picnic 
is on Sunday, Aug. 19 at 
Greenwood Town Hall 
Park after services, about 
11:30 a.m. It’s also Holy 
Humor Sunday, and In-
vite a Friend to Church 
Sunday.

Immanuel Lutheran and St. James 
Presbyterian churches in Tower 
hosted dozens of area youngsters 
for this year’s Vacation Bible 
School. There were Bible 
stories, songs, and fun and games 
throughout the week. 
photos by S. Ukkola

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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sun-water combo 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GONE FISHIN’

Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

July 31 - Kathryn 
Hoffman from MCEA 
with an update on the 
PolyMet mine. 

Aug. 7 - Martha 
P h i l l i p s / A u t h o r  
“Border Country - The 
Northwoods Canoe 
Journals of Howard 
Greene, 1906 - 1916”

Ely Clinic 
extends hours

ELY – Essentia 
Health is making it 
easier for students to 
get ready for school 
and sports by offering 
evening appointments 
for back-to-school 
and sports physicals. 
Essentia Health-Ely 
Clinic, 300 W. Conan 
St., will extend its 
hours from 4-7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 1.  
The evening hours are 
by appointment and for 
physicals only.

 To schedule an 
appointment, call 218-
365-7900. 

ELY - Crafting leather 
products is a passion for 
Matthew, son of Mark 
and Alethea Fedders.  
Barely out of high school, 
Matthew started his own 
business, Sioux Leather, 
and his skill and devotion 
to the craft continued to 
grow.  When the family 
poultry farm was hit with 
the avian flu in early 2015, 
wiping out the entire flock, 
the Fedders family decided 
to change their focus.  

By November 2015, 
the Fedders had purchased 
Lobo Gun Leather, an 
e s t a b l i s h e d  o n l i n e 
leather business.  Lobo 
Gun Leather produced a 
variety of leather holsters 
and other products, but 
with Fedders ingenuity, 
they began to expand the 
product line and push the 
limits in leather crafting.  
Lobo Gun Leather is now 
known for their flowing 
lines that are esthetically 
pleasing.  They have a 
large online presence 
within the conceal and 
carry industry.  

When they headed 
on vacation, several trips 
landed the family, consist-
ing of Adam, Matthew, 
Luke, Grace, Emma, 
Naomi, Anna and Talia, 
here in Ely.  Mark, Alethea, 
Matthew and Luke quickly 
realized Ely was different 
– it had a strong artistic 
influence compared to 
other locations they were 
considering.  They also 
enjoyed the outdoor setting 
and the many activities 
available to their family.

When asked why 

they chose Ely over so 
many other places, Mark 
responded, “With the 
existing art community, 
it felt like a good fit. We 
also saw other businesses 
creating and producing 
high-end, quality products.  
These businesses are suc-
cessful with established 
reputations.  We liked the 
idea of being part of Ely-
made products.  We are 
a family-based business 
with Matthew, Luke and 
me designing and produc-
ing all of the products right 
here in our workshop.”

Matthew noted the 
difference between a man-

ufacturer and craftsman: 
“A craftsman makes a 
unique, quality product, 
which becomes functional 
art.  Manufacturers stamp 
a design on leather and 
consider the product fin-
ished.”  A true craftsman, 
Matthew spends hours 
handworking leather to 
create custom, precision 
designs.  Shoppers at 
the store will be able to 
see demonstrations by 
Matthew as he carves 
leather products.  

When the Fedders 
were looking at poten-
tial store locations, they 
were impressed by the 

amount of foot traffic 
along Sheridan Street.  
They selected the store-
front at 134 E. Sheridan 
St.  The new Ely store will 
feature leather holsters, 
belts, mittens, dog collars 
and leads, and knives.

A ribbon-cutting will 
be hosted by the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce on 
Monday, July 30 at 10 a.m.  
Mark, Alethea, Matthew 
and Luke invite the com-
munity to stop in and check 
out their handmade leather 
products – now proudly 
made right here in Ely.

Lobo Gun Leather opens Ely store

The Mark and Alethea Fedders family recently opened Lobo Gun Leather 
in Ely. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at the shop, 
134 E. Sheridan St., on Monday, July 30 at 10 a.m. submitted photo

Troy Knoll, of Ely, shows one of many nice 
walleyes that he caught and released while 
fishing on Basswood Lake on opening day. 
submitted photo

Kevin Godfrey, of Ely picked up this dandy 
26-1/2” walleye during a trip to Basswood Lake. 
submitted photo

Trent Monson, of Ely, used a white tube bait 
to entice this 54” muskie out of the weeds. He 
wouldn’t say which lake. submitted photo

Victoria Carlson, of Ely, caught and released 
this 19.5” smallmouth bass while fishing with 
a red hook and leech on Eagles Nest Lake #3. 
submitted photo
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Yesterday’s news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

July 26, 1918

State gets more money
Recent advances in freight rates on iron ore 

from the three Minnesota ranges to the docks at 
Duluth, Two Harbors and Superior, from 63 cents 
a ton to $1 a ton, has significant bearing on the 
state’s revenue, meaning an additional $650,000 
increase for 1918.

Practically all this traffic occurs within the 
boundaries of the state.

Last year, the total shipments of ore from 
Minnesota were approximately 45 million tons. For 
hauling this tonnage, the shippers paid the railroads 
$27 million, the rate a ton being 55 cents, except 
after Oct 1 it was 63 cents. On these receipts, in 
accordance with the gross earnings tax of the stat-
utes, the railroads paid the state a tax of five percent 
amounting to approximately $1,350,000.

The tonnage transported this year will scarcely 
be less than it was in 1917. The new rate went into 
effect June 25, up to which time 13 million tons of 
ore had been forwarded at the 63-cent rate.

The additional shipments that will be made 
this season are estimated at 32 million tons, which 
will yield the transportation companies $1 a ton and 
they will probably receive close to $40 million for 
their services in hauling the season’s output from 
the mines to the docks.

A five-percent tax on this income means $2 
million in revenues for the state’s treasury, an 
unforeseen increase of $650,000 over the amount 
paid last year.

Temperance talk
A large and enthusiastic audience listened to 

the Rev. R.W. Adair of Hibbing at the Methodist 
Church Sunday evening in his address from the 
standpoint of temperance. Mr. Adair is a fluent 
talker and his arguments for sobriety were well 
taken and received. He conducted the service at the 
Presbyterian church in the morning.

ELY LOCAL NEWS

DOROTHY MOLTER FOUNDATION

News in Brief

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TIMBERJAY (218) 753-2950

      Fri 7/27, Noon to 6pm
        Sat 7/28, 10am - 4pm
          Sun 7/29, 1pm-4pm  

Pillows cleaned, deodorized, sanitized and fluffed.
Mobile Unit - Same day service - While you wait!

Custom-made NEW pillows and comforters for sale.

Proceeds go to St. Anthony’s Youth Group

Fluffy!

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church-Ely
Invites everyone to 

Carson’s Pillow Cleaning Service
In front of St. Anthony’s Church: 231 E Camp St, Ely

The Dorothy Molter 
Museum held its annu-
al Donuts at Dorothy’s 
community coffee an’ 
event last Sunday. 
Visitors had a chance 
to make their own 
pocket-sized first-aid 
kit. The Dorothy Molter 
Museum preserves and 
interprets Northwoods 
wilderness, inspired 
by Dorothy Molter, 
the last non-in-
digenous resident 
of the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness (BWCAW).
For more information, 
go to www.rootbeerla-
dy.com. 
photo by K. Vandervort

Ely Free Clinic open Mondays
ELY - The Ely Community Health Center is open 

every Monday evening from 5:30-7 p.m. in the lower 
level of the Frandsen Bank building on 1st Ave. in 
downtown Ely.

For more information, call 218-365-5678, or 
visit their website, www.elycommunityhealth.org, 
or Facebook page.

Fall sports meeting set for Aug. 6
ELY - Ely Memorial High School will hold its 

annual fall sports registration meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 6 at 6 p.m. in the high school gymnasium.

Students in grades 7-12 may sign up at this time 
for dance team, football, volleyball, boys and girls 
cross country and girls swimming.

Parents are strongly urged to attend this meeting to 
get information about practices, schedules and neces-
sary paperwork.  After a brief general meeting, each 
individual activity will hold its own meeting to pass 
along information about the  upcoming fall season.

Contact your respective coach for more infor-
mation, or contact high school athletic director Tom 
Coombe at 218-235-1025.

Highway 1 traffic restricted
REGIONAL - A resurfacing and culvert repair 

project on Highway 1 began this week in Lake County. 
Motorists traveling on Highway 1 between Finland 
and Isabella  will be restricted to a single lane of traffic 
controlled by flaggers as a resurfacing and culvert 
repair project continues.

The lane restrictions will be in effect through 
lateSeptember when the project will be completed. 
An 11-foot width restriction will be in place.

The completed project will resurface approxi-
mately 15 miles of pavement and repair 17 culverts.

For more information, visit: http://www.dot.state.
mn.us/d1/projects/hwy1finlandtoisabella/

OUR COMMUNITY

ELY - The Donald 
G. Gardner Humanities 
Trust. created in 1989 for 
the enhancement, growth 
and improvement of the 
arts in the city of Ely, 
will celebrate 29 years 
since its creation with a 
Breakfast in the Garden 
event at Whiteside Park on 
Saturday, Aug. 4, from 10 
a.m. to noon.

The event will begin 
with a ribbon-cutting 
for new outdoor musical 
instruments that have been 
installed as a Community 
Giving Grant by the Trust. 

The city of Ely and the Park 
and Recreation Board have 
collaborated with the Trust 
to help bring these fun, 
new outdoor additions to 
the park to be enjoyed by 
the Ely community and 
visitors alike.

Other activities for 
the morning include local 
watercolor artists who 
will demonstrate and then 
let adults and children 
try creating their own 
watercolor cards. There 
will be light refreshments 
to make the occasion 
more festive. Information 

about the Trust and its 
grant programs will also 
be available during the 
morning event.

The purpose of the 
Trust shall be for the 
enhancement, growth and 
improvement of:

1. The Ely Public 
Library,

2. The arts and arti-
sans of Ely and surround-
ing area, to include the 
performing arts, the visual 
arts and literature,

3. The creating and 
funding of scholarships, 
educational and artistic 

grants,
4. The cultural and 

aesthetic environment of 
the City of Ely and its 
surrounding area.

The 2018 Board of 
Directors for the Trust 
are: Laura Moberly, 
Beth Ohlhauser, Ryan 
Callen, Andrea Strom, 
C a d e  T h i b o d e a u x , 
Becky Zientek, Andy 
Messerschmidt, and Jill 
Swanson.  Execut ive 
Director for the Trust is 
Keiko Williams.

Gardner Trust celebrates 
Breakfast in the Garden

“Breakfast in the Garden was painted by artist Frederick Frieseke in 1916 and donated to the 
City of Ely by Donald Gardner in 1945. In 1989, the painting was sold for $510,000 and the City of 
Ely established the Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust. photo by K. Vandervort

ELY - Join the Ely 
Folk School class as they 
travel back in time 150 
years to the early days of 
photography. 

This process was intro-
duced in the 1850s, and was 
at its heyday during the 
Civil War. It is capable of 
making both negative and 
positive images. The collo-
dion process, also known 
as wet plate, is enjoying 
a resurgence, and here is 
a chance to try it without 
the overhead ,of buying the 
equipment.

About the Instructor: 
Chris Olsen has a degree 
in history and works as a 
particle accelerator oper-
ator at Fermi National 
Accelerator Laboratory 

in Batavia, Ill. He has 
combined his interest in 
history and photography 
by practicing 19th century 
photography-both tintypes 
and daguerreotypes-for 

about 14 years. 
For the past nine years, 

Olsen has been taking 
his photography to Civil 
War reenactments and 
giving demonstrations at 
schools and living history 
museums and fairs.

He recently started 
using the wet plate process 
for backstage photos at 
concerts as well as astro-
photography, is acting as 
historical consultant for a 
pitch film, and is writing 
for the Vatican Astronomy 
Foundation Blog. He has 

three daughters, and the 
two older girls are learning 
the collodion process

Olsen suggests bring-
ing an apron or smock 
since silver nitrate used in 
the process stains clothes 
and hands.

An Introduction to 
Wet Plate Photography 
will be taught on Tuesday, 
Aug. 7 from 1-2 p.m. at the 
EFS. Tuition is $10 and 
material cost is $2.

For more information, 
go to www.elyfolkschool.
org.

ELY FOLK SCHOOL

New class focuses on wet plate photography
The Ely Folk School is offering a class on the 
1850s-era photographic process called wet 
plate photography. The class will be held on 
Tuesday, Aug. 7. To register, go to www.elyfolk-
school.org. submitted photo



Summer is with us.  
The wildflowers are in 
full bloom, the trees are 
fully leafed out and wild 
berries are at their peak. 
Blueberries are in abun-
dance this year, helped 
by the heavy rains of 
the spring. Every family 
has their secret berry 
patches not to be shared 
with newcomers. When 
this Dame was a kid, we 
picked blueberries to 
earn money for school 

clothes. We had a dog that loved to eat berries.  She 
could always find a good patch, so we would follow 
her and when she stopped to eat the berries we 
would chase her out and pick away. Mom canned 
berries and baked pies.  We all loved berry season.  
If blueberries are the fruit for July, then watermel-
on is one of the most popular foods for beating 
the summer heat.  Watermelons are part of the 
cucumber and squash family of vegetables, but are 
commonly considered a fruit.  You are “supposed” 
to eat watermelon on Aug. 3 but toasted marshmal-
lows are the food to eat on Aug. 30.  Who knows 
why!  

The wrap up meeting for Voyageur Days 
deemed the event to be successful, as was the Crane 
Lake Bazaar. Weather was perfect for the bazaar, 
sunny without humidity which helped bring out a 
huge crowd.  The kitchen crew had to run out and 
buy more hot dogs and brats, and make more beans 
and cole slaw.  Thanks to everyone in the communi-
ty who helped put on the two successful events for 
July, Voyageur Days and the Crane Lake Bazaar.  

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets to the 
Ladies of the Lake Luncheon which is an event for 
August.  The theme this year is “A Crane Lake Gar-
den Party”.  Everyone is encouraged to wear garden 
party attire.  It should be fun!

Vacation Bible study was great fun for the kids 
in the area. Learning made by entertaining is fun.

There has been good attendance for the Thurs-
day night bingo at Voyagaire Lodge, making for 
large prize pots. There is always a dinner special 
which helps the entertainment for the evening. After 
bingo don’t forget “blingo” at the Crane Lake Bar 
and Grill.  Good luck to all the bingo and blingo 
players.  

Sympathy to the Richard “Dick” Harvey family 
on the passing of Dick on July 17, 2018.  Dick and 
his wife Nancy (Carlson) have owned a cabin on 
the north side of the lake for many years.  Dick will 
be greatly missed by the community of Eveleth and 
surrounding area as well as the Crane Lake area. He 
was a great leader and giver to the many organiza-
tions of which he was a member.  He served on the 
Eveleth/Gilbert school board for twelve years, was 
a director of the Miners National Bank of Eveleth, 
and several organizations associated with his occu-
pation. A graduate of the University of Minnesota 
in civil engineering Dick was the organizer and 
owner of the H.G. Harvey Constructors Company.  
Rest in peace, Dick.  

Sue Hankner just returned home to Buyck 
from a two-week trip to Alaska.  The Alaska trip is 
everyone’s dream.  Sue took the trip to celebrate her 
retirement. The Dames hope to get a full report on 
Sue’s trip when she settles back to normal. 

Isn’t the Chapel looking grand with new siding 
and windows? It truly is that special place in Crane 
Lake. 

The next paper received will be in August.  We 
can’t have the summer fly by so quickly! August is 
the month named after a relative of Julius Caesar, 
Augustus.  The birth flower for the month of August 
is the gladiolus, representative of strength of char-
acter and sincerity.  The gemstone is the peridot. 
Peridot is a well-known and ancient gemstone, 
with jewelry pieces dating all the way back to the 
Pharaohs in Egypt. The gem variety of the mineral 
Olivine, it makes a lovely light green to olive-green 
gemstone, and the Zodiac sign for most of August 
is Leo.  Davy Crockett, a hero of the Alamo, was 
born Aug. 27, 1786; Aug. 16, 1977, was the day 
Elvis died and is Elvis Memorial Day; and Aug. 15, 
1969, was the beginning of Woodstock.  The sport 
of bowling celebrates a national day in August and 
some bowling alleys will offer free bowling on that 
day.  Those who were born in August have a great 
month for a birthday; those of us who live by a 
lake usually love August:  days of warm temps and 
cooler evenings, less bugs and lower humidity, and 
much more mellow than the crazy, hectic days of 
July.  Welcome, August!

Let us hear from you! Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.com, by fax 218-757-3533 or 
by phone to Sandy at 218-757-3233 and it will be 
added.

Until next week the Dames are singing off.   
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Mail-A-Book services available to many area residents
REGIONAL- As the 

cold winter approaches 
and driving can be dif-
ficult, paperback books, 
DVDs, and audio books 
on CD can arrive in your 
mailbox. 

The Mail-A-Book 
service from the Arrow-
head Library System 
(ALS) loans paperback 
books and other items 
via the U.S. Mail, free of 
charge. This tax-support-
ed service delivers library 
items directly to your 
mailbox including the 

cost of postage. They ar-
rive in a canvas bag with 
a return label and prepaid 
return postage. 

Who is eligible for 
this service?  Rural resi-
dents and people who live 
in a city without a public 
library. Paper catalogs 
listing more than 1,000 
items are sent out twice 
a year to more than 2,250 
households. If you are 
interested in cooking, au-
dio books on CD, DVDs, 
inspirational books, or 
children’s items, they 

also have catalogs listing 
the titles available from 
Mail-A-Book. Do you 
have a favorite author? 
Mail-A-Book can provide 
you with a list of avail-
able titles by that author. 
Also, Mail-A-Book items 
are listed in the regional 
online catalog via the In-
ternet at www.alslib.info/
online_catalog/.

Items can be ordered 
by postcard, e-mail, 
phone, or a form on the 
ALS website at www.
alslib.info/ services/ 

mail-a-book and mail-
book@alslib.info, or 
218-741-3840. 

Find Mail-A-Book 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/alslibinfo.

If you need “large 
print” reading materials, 
the Arrowhead Library 
System has a collection 
of large print books.

Mail-A-Book staff 
are always happy to re-
spond to your questions.

COOK
Crane Lake News by 
the Singing Teapot 
Dames

Cook hosts PeeWee and T-Ball Tourney

COOK- Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts has scheduled numer-
ous art classes for all ages during 
July and August. Classes will be 
held at NWFA Gallery, 210 S River 
St., follow the sidewalk art next to 
Dream Weaver Spa and Salon. 

Pre-register for any of these 
classes by calling Lisa Hyppa at 
218-780-1151.

Upcoming August classes
Watercolor Botanicals: Tues-

day, Aug. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. Grade 
9 through adult. Inspired by the life 
of Laura Ingalls Wilder.

Color the Tropics in Oil Pas-
tels: Thursday, Aug. 9  from 6 to 8 
p.m. Kindergarten through grade 8. 
Explore the life and works of Paul 
Gauguin utilizing symbolism and 

new color theories.
Crayon Watercolor Resist: 

Tuesday, Aug. 14  from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Kindergarten through grade 3. 
Create Fabulous Fairy Princesses, 
Elves, and Trolls.

Calligraphy and Handwriting: 
Thursday, Aug. 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Grade 9 through adult.

NWFA offering evening art classes for adults and children

Read us online at
www.timberjay.com
check out our e-edition

Twenty-four 
teams played ball 
during the Cook 
PeeWee and T-Ball 
Tournament, 
July 14-15.

Left: The Cook 
PeeWee Team took 
second place in the 
Central St. Louis 
County Peewee 
tournament, held in 
Cook.

Cook PeeWee Micaden Clines 
takes his turn at bat.

Cook PeeWee Louie Panichi throwing in a 
strong fast pitch.

Reece Whitney of 
Cook Green team 
leaps to catch a 
ball thrown to him 
resulting in an 
out for the oppos-
ing team.

Above: Cook PeeWee Levi Chaulklin reaches 
out to catch a ball thrown to him as the runner 
is called safe.

photos by 
B. Smith



COOK- Area children had 
the opportunity to soar on paint-
ed wings this week in Cook. The 
Northwoods Friends of the Arts 
(NWFA) put on the “Let’s Soar – 
Art Summer Camp” this past Tues-
day and Wednesday at the Cook 
Community Center.

Volunteers from the art collec-
tive and area schools worked with 
33 youth from Cook, Nett Lake 
and Vermilion, to create a mural of 
colored wings, each depicting how 
the children viewed themselves and 
those around them.

“Kids pick the color they want 
that represents them,” art teacher 
Susan Anderson said. “It will show 
self-awareness and connections 
with others.”

Anderson said the idea was 
born out of a previous project in 
Tower that saw students create a 
mural placed in their school.

The art camp project is de-
signed specifically to travel around 
the area, making stops not only at 
local schools, but also the youth 
centers at Nett Lake and Vermilion. 
NWFA President Shawna Kishel 
said other area organizations will 
be able to request a stop. The piece 
that will ultimately find a home 
with at the NWFA gallery.

The arts collective had request-
ed a grant for the program which 
was denied. The program, Kishel 
said, was not to be lost, and the 
group went to the public to find do-
nations to keep the two-day camp 
on schedule.

A Go Fund Me page, found 
at https://www.gofundme.com/
Lets-Soar-Art-Summer-Camp, has 
raised a few hundred dollars out of 
the requested $3,000 for supplies as 
of press time.

Kishel said local tribal associa-
tions also contributed with Fortune 
Bay Resort Casino paying for the 
transportation cost for Vermilion 
students, and the Bois Forte Tribal 
Council providing the transporta-
tion for Nett Lake youth.

The city of Cook donated the 
building space at the community 
center.

Kishel said a few private dona-
tions have been given as well.

The “Let’s Soar” 
program is not the 
only camp going on 
this summer. The 
NWFA has four 
more summer classes 
planned for August. 
A watercolor botani-
cals class is on Aug. 7 
for high school-aged 
kids and adults. An 
oil pastels class for 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents is on Aug. 9, followed by a 
crayon class for younger children 
on Aug. 14. The summer will be 
rounded out by a calligraphy and 
handwriting class on Aug. 16.

All of the classes are free and 

located at the gallery at 210 S River 
St. in Cook. Pre-registration is re-
quired, however, and can be done 
by calling Lisa Hyppa at 218-780-
1151. 
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Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less
Stop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Summer Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective May 6)

Music in the Park 
on Wednesdays

COOK- The popular 
concert series, Music in 
the Park, continues each 
Wednesday this sum-
mer in downtown Cook. 
The free family-friendly 
concerts are held from 
6-8:30 p.m. at the gazebo 
in downtown Cook every 
Wednesday through Aug. 
29. This activity is made 
possible by the North-
woods Friends of the Arts, 
Cook VFW Post 1157, 
the Cook Lions Club, the 
Timberwolves Snowmo-
bile club, and communi-
ty donations. The music 
line up will be posted 
on flyers around the area 
and published each week 
in the paper. St. Paul’s 
Church is providing food 
and refreshments again 

this year. Bring your lawn 
chairs, the whole family, 
and enjoy an evening of 
live music.

Upcoming concerts:
Aug. 1-The Hut-

ter Bunch- a collection 
of classic country and 
Americana

Aug. 8- Everybody’s 
Uncle- classic oldies and 
everyone’s favorites

Aug. 15- Wendy 
Ernstinen- music variety 
through the years on pi-
ano

Aug. 22- Robert 
Walker’s Outlaw Coun-
try- a collection of origi-
nals and country classics

Aug. 29- Beefeat-
er Brothers with Patrick 
Villala and Anna Marie – 
The Beefeaters welcome 

country singer Patrick 
Villala and local favorite 
Anna Marie Pederson.

Farmers Market 
on Saturdays at 
Cook City Park

COOK- The Cook 
Area Farmers Market is 
open Saturdays from 8 
a.m. – 1 p.m. in the Cook 
City Park and is pleased 
to announce that this sea-
son participating vendors 
will be accepting Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) 
benefits and participating 
in the Power of Produce 
(PoP) program.  SNAP 
recipients will be able to 
use EBT cards to obtain 

“tokens” that can be used 
to purchase eligible prod-
ucts.  The tokens will be 
in one-dollar denomina-
tions.  No change will be 
given.  

In addition to fresh 
produce, the market al-
ways has a wide vari-
ety of vendors offering 
fresh baked bread, hon-
ey, home-roasted cof-
fee, home canned goods, 
jewelry, handsewn items, 
and unique locally-pro-
duced arts and crafts of 
all kinds.  Come and visit 
the market each Saturday 
from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. in 
the Cook City Park now 
through September.

ARTS CAMP

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Cook Senior Citizens Annual Potluck 
Picnic  on Wednesday, Aug. 1

COOK- Cook Senior Citizens will have their 
Annual Potluck Picnic on Wednesday, Aug. 1 at 
11:30 a.m. at the Cook Country Connection. You 
don’t need to be a member or a senior to attend, 
everyone is welcome. For more information, call 
Barbara at 612-868-3040.

Enjoy a “Garden Party” lunch at Crane 
Lake on Saturday, Aug. 11

CRANE LAKE- The annual Ladies of the Lake 
Luncheon is a day of making memories. On Satur-
day, Aug. 11, women will gather at Nelson’s Resort 
to renew old friendships and make new ones, and to 
enjoy a delicious, chef-prepared luncheon accompa-
nied by music and door prizes, raffles, and a silent 
auction. Prizes and auction items include an amazing 
hand-sewn quilt, a guided fishing trip, and a pontoon 
ride through Crane Lake beauty and history. This 
year’s theme is “Crane Lake Garden Party.” Arrive 
any time after 11 a.m. for a social time. Lunch is at 
12:30 p.m. Tickets are $20, advance only, and can 
be reserved with Nelson’s Resort at 218-993-2295. 
The Ladies of the Lake Luncheon is a benefit for 
the non-denominational Crane Lake Chapel and is 
a sell-out every year. Bring friends, meet new ones, 
and make memories.

Get Caught Reading in Cook on 
Saturday, Aug. 4 at the Cook Library

COOK- Get Caught Reading in Cook on Sat-
urday, Aug. 4. The Cook Public Library invites you 
to join us for our fun fundraiser on Saturday, Aug. 4 
from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.  Grab your favorite book, or 
check one out from the library, and a comfy lawn 
chair and join us at the Cook City Park, located 
behind the library.  

Let’s try to fill the gazebo with readers. All ages 
are welcome, and if you come dressed as your fa-
vorite character or author, you’ll have the chance to 
win a prize. Prizes will be granted in age categories. 
You’ll also have the chance to support the library by 
giving a donation to the library patio and parkway 
path project. In addition, the library now has T-shirts 
and book bags with the library moose logo avail-
able to purchase. In case of rain, we’ll try to fill the 
library with readers. The Cook Public Library will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Readers and Rappers book club meets 
on Tuesday, Aug. 14

 COOK- Readers and Rappers, a Cook-area 
book club, will meet on Tuesday, Aug. 14 at 1 p.m. 
at the Cook Homestead Apartments community 
room.  

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte will be discussed. 
Julie Horihan is the moderator and Jane Kujala is the 
hostess. 

 Book selection for the month of September is 
Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians but 
Were Afraid to Ask by Dr. Anton Trever. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

On feathers and paintbrushes

Lyn Reed (left) demonstrates painting techniques to Carol 
Connor.

Holden Benner 
(left) and Gabryl 
Bucholtz practice 
painting before 
lending their skills 
to painting wings. 
photos by M. White
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The opportunity to 
meet with federal offi-
cials did, however, give 
Schurke an idea to promote 
her beloved Boundary 
Water Canoe Area, and 
the economic boost it, and 
other public lands, give 
homegrown outdoor busi-
nesses like Wintergreen.

The couple made a 
sign for their booth that 
read “Public Lands Build 
Business.”

“We thought it would 
be a respectable way to 

get our message across,” 
Sue said. “It was looked 
over many times (by 
White House officials). As 
Americans we have a duty 
to express our opinions.”

And the message 
ended up going beyond the 
White House presentation.

Sue appeared on Fox 
News later in the day 
and was asked what the 
President could do to help 
her business.

“I asked that the pres-
ident look at protecting 

our public lands and the 
Boundary Waters where 
we live,” she said.

Aside from sewing 
a message to help garner 
support for the BWCA, 
Sue said the entire trip was 
an experience in itself, one 
she should would gladly 
repeat if asked to return 
again.

“It was an honor to 
visit and see other family 
businesses that were home 
grown,” she said. “Half a 
dozen had been around 

for over a hundred years. 
There was a bond amongst 
all of us.”

S e c r e t a r y  o f 
Commerce Wilbur Ross 
even requested one of the 
Schurke’s small American 
flags for himself – they 
are sewn into nearly 
every product made at 
Wintergreen.

President  Trump 
did not visit any of the 
booths while the owners 
were present but chose 
to address the group as 

a whole during a presen-
tation.

T h e  t i m e  i n 
Washington also allowed 
the Schurkes to reflect on 
the history of the country.

“I spent as much time 
as I could just walking 
around and looking at the 
portraits,” Sue said. “There 
is so much history there. 
To get into these peoples 
‘(those who work in the 
White House) brains one 
day would be amazing.” 

At the end of the day, 

though, Sue said her trip 
was more than just about 
her, it was about her home-
town back in Minnesota.

“In Ely, it’s an issue 
to talk about protecting 
the Boundary Waters,” she 
said. “It’s hard to really 
voice your opinion some-
times if you choose to be 
neutral. I have always been 
determined to keep things 
here in Ely to promote 
jobs. I wouldn’t be here 
without the Boundary 
Waters.”

While Radinovich 
said he sees a place for 
import tariffs, which have 
become a hot issue since 
President Donald Trump 
lauched his global trade 
war, Radinovich sees 
them as a tool best target-
ed toward unfair traders. 
He notes that President 
Obama imposed very high 
tariffs on some Chinese 
steel products that were 
being dumped in the U.S. 
back in 2015. 

Yet, he said, the Eighth 
District is a classic example 
of the perils of the kind of 

indiscriminate tariffs and 
trade restrictions that Trump 
has enacted or is threatening 
to enact. While steel tariffs 
have pleased some on the 
Iron Range, Radinovich 
notes that they have alarmed 
Eighth District voters in 
farm country. 

“If we’re going to pit 
farmers against miners I 
don’t think that’s a winning 
formula for rebuilding the 
middle class,” he said.

Radinovich is well 
aware of the key role 
that the Eighth District 
could play in determining 

which party controls the 
U.S. House after the fall 
elections, an outcome 
that will largely determine 
whether Congress pro-
vides a check on President 
Trump. Putting more 
Democrats in Congress, 
said Radinovich, “would 
give us the ability to hold 
him accountable.”

Radinovich said he’s 
been concerned that Trump 
has failed to follow through 
on the primary proposals 
he campaigned on. “The 
three messages that he ran 
on were ‘drain the swamp, 

stopping job killing trade 
deals, and protecting Social 
Security and Medicare,’” 
all of which helped Trump 
make inroads with former 
Democratic voters. But 
Radinovich said Trump has 
done nothing to improve 
ethics in Washington and 
notes that Republicans in 
Congress are increasingly 
targeting the safety net, 
including Social Security 
and Medicare, for pos-
sible cuts. While Trump 
has taken action on trade 
deals, Radinovich said his 
indiscriminate approach is 

hurting many American 
workers and is alienating 
our traditional trading 
partners. 

As for last week’s 
H e l s i n k i  s u m m i t , 
Radinovich called out 
Pete Stauber, the likely 
GOP nominee in the 
Eighth District, to disavow 
Trump’s decision to side 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin over U.S. 
intelligence officials 
regarding Russian inter-
ference in U.S. elections. 

“Pete Stauber has 
embraced the President 

at every turn, and failed 
to stand up for American 
democracy. I believe that 
any candidate who claims 
to fight for the interests 
of working people would 
denounce the President’s 
actions as he degrades 
our democracy,” said 
Stauber.  “We should be 
concerned, and we should 
send a Congressperson 
to Washington, D.C. 
capable of holding the 
President accountable to 
the American public, not 
a foreign dictator,” said 
Radinovich.

“I call on my fellow 
constituents to stand with 
me against fast-tracking 
legislation on any issue to 
circumvent public involve-
ment to the benefit of 
multinational corporations 
who do not have the best 
interests of Minnesota’s 
Eighth Congressional 
District citizens in mind,” 
she said.

Kennedy’s view on 
copper-nickel has changed 
significantly from the 

views she expressed 
during a candidates’ forum 
in Hibbing in March. 
When questioned about the 
change, Kennedy said she 
has kept an open mind and 
has learned more about the 
issue. “Since the forum, I 
have spoken with citizens, 
expert scientists, health 
professionals, legal pro-
fessionals, and countless 
others on both sides of 
the issue,” said Kennedy. 
“I think we need to do 

further study, especially 
about different storage 
methods, and a health 
impact study. We need 
to create an independent 
non-partisan mining com-
mission to ensure that rules 
and regulations are being 
followed, conduct inde-
pendent studies, and hold 
corporations accountable. 
We also need to make 
sure that Congress doesn’t 
legislatively overreach by 
preempting citizens from 

their due process by cir-
cumventing the state and 
the court system.”

Kennedy’s position 
shift on the most divisive 
issue in the race somewhat 
alters the dynamics of the 
race. Former KBJR news 
anchor Michelle Lee had 
been the only candidate 
in the race who had come 
out against copper-nick-
el mining, over clean 
water concerns, but now 
Kennedy is likely to tap 

a portion of that constit-
uency. 

K e n n e d y  w o u l d 
appear to be a long-shot 
in the race. The only 
polling in the race showed 
her in fourth place, in both 
support and name recog-
nition, and she has raised 
just over $10,000 since the 
beginning of the race, far 
less than the other DFL 
candidates. And as the sole 
breadwinner for her family 
of five, she said she has to 

continue to work two jobs 
to make ends meet.  “I 
don’t have the luxury of 
being retired, or being able 
to take 18 days to drive 
around the district,” she 
said. “I work two jobs and 
am running for Congress. 
I know what it is to decide 
between paying for food or 
medication— like so many 
of the people here, because 
I am living it each day.”

RADINOVICH...Continued from page 7

KENNEDY...Continued from page 7

2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM



TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                          July 27, 2018     11

POLYMET...Continued from page 1

the conference report,” 
stated Congressman Adam 
Smith, of Washington 
state, who posted a 
summary of the report 
online. 

Sen. Tina Smith 
expressed disappointment 
at the decision by confer-
ees to remove the PolyMet 
rider. “This amendment 
would have finalized a land 
exchange authorized by 
the Obama Administration 
allowing them rights to 
the land above minerals 
they’ve owned for nearly 
three decades,” she said. 
Smith was joined by Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, who had 
backed the measure and 
also expressed her disap-
pointment.  “This project 
will help the region move 
forward while ensuring 
that the project continues 
to be held to the high 
standards of the review 
process,” said Klobuchar.

The  measure  to 
authorize the federal land 
exchange for PolyMet 
would have wiped away 
ongoing legal challenges 
to the land swap, which 
represent the last hurdle 
to the exchange. While 
the exchange has already 
been completed, parties in 
the ongoing litigation have 
agreed that the exchange 
could still be unwound 
were opponents to prevail 
in court. 

Several  environ-
mental groups are suing 
the federal government 
for approving the land 
exchange, arguing that 

the federal government 
undervalued the roughly 
6,600 acres of the Superior 
National Forest that 
PolyMet has sought to 
obtain for the mine. Paula 
Maccabee, attorney for 
Water Legacy, one of 
the plaintiffs in the case, 
called the exchange “a 
sweetheart deal.”

Maccabee said she was 
cautiously hopeful follow-
ing the defeat of the measure. 
“Due process survives for 
now in Minnesota,” she 
said, while noting that with 
Congress still in session, 
the measure could still be 
resurrected. “We haven’t 
declared victory. We have 
to continue to be vigilant,” 
she said.

Kathryn Hoffman, 
CEO of the Minnesota 
Center for Environmental 
Advocacy, said it’s time 
for Congress to let the 
courts do their job. “Sixteen 
months ago, we asked a 
federal court to review the 
PolyMet land exchange to 
ensure it provides an equal 
value exchange for taxpay-
ers and public land users,” 
said Hoffman. “Attempts to 
derail this review through 
congressional action have 
stalled the finalization of the 
land exchange and delayed 
justice for Minnesotans. 
This could have been done 
by now.”

The defeat of the 
measure is a blow to Sen. 
Smith, who has taken con-
siderable heat from DFLers 
for her support of the con-
troversial provision. Gov. 

Mark Dayton appointed 
Smith to her Senate seat 
in January and she faces 
an aggressive primary 
challenge from University 
of Minnesota law pro-
fessor and frequent cable 
news contributor Richard 
Painter. 

Painter has come 
out strongly opposed to 
proposed copper-nickel 
mines in the region and 
has sharply criticized Smith 
for her support of the land 
exchange as well as her 
connections to Glencore, 
the international commod-
ities broker behind the 
PolyMet project. Glencore 
is currently under investi-
gation by the U.S. Justice 
Department for alleged 
money laundering and 
violations of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act. 

Maccabee said she 
does not know whether 

the investigation, which 
was reported two weeks 
ago, played a role in the 
decision to remove the 
land exchange provision. 
“This has become a national 
issue,” she said. “Across the 
country, people are becom-
ing aware of this effort and 
the risk of intervening in 
judicial processes. People 
understand that things like 
this set precedent.”

The news comes just 
over two weeks ahead of 
the Aug. 14 primary, and 
GOP-endorsed Senate 
candidate Karin Housley 
was quick to pounce, 
calling Smith’s support for 
the measure “thinly-veiled 
political pandering.”

“With the economic 
viability of real commu-
nities and the livelihoods 
of real people on the line, 
Tina Smith simply could 
not deliver,” said Housley.

Meanwhile, the group 
Jobs for Minnesotans 
expressed thanks to Smith, 
Klobuchar, and Nolan, 
for backing the measure.  
“We’ve worked contin-
uously together, and we 
know how committed 
they have been to getting 
it done and that our del-
egation remains resolved 
to continue their efforts,” 
said Nancy Norr, a spokes-
person for the group.  
“Supporters of econom-
ic development in our 
state through responsi-

ble copper-nickel mining 
are resilient and remain 
hopeful that there will 
soon be full congressio-
nal affirmation of the 
U.S. Forest Service’s 
past decision on the land 
exchange.”

The House-Senate 
conference report on the 
NDAA will now go back to 
both the House and Senate 
for final action. While that 
could offer the opportunity 
to re-attach the provision, 
such a move would be 
highly unusual. 

Cook Medical Clinic
20 5th St SE

(218) 666-5941
Open Mon-Sat

(877)  541-2817  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Behavioral Health Services 
Now Available in Cook!

Welcoming
Celin Williams, LICSW

Addressing concerns for all patients, 
including depression, anxiety, and 

stress management, family/couples 
therapy, trauma counseling, and 

substance abuse counseling

Unhappy at school?   
Underachieving?  

Vermilion Country School offers a safe and nurturing 
environment for all types of learners in grades 7-12.

• Increased Math and Reading Support/Tutoring • Environmental Education Learning and 
Experiences • College and Career Readiness • Music/Fine Arts/Drama • Hands-On Science  

• Outdoor Skill Applications/Recreation • Directed Project Based Learning Opportunities 
• School Wide Community Service • Life Skills

Vermilion Country School is a 
Grades 7-12 Public Charter School
Transportation provided from Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass, 

Aurora area, Tower-Soudan/Lake Vermilion.

Call Today To Arrange a Tour • Openings available in all grades
School Administrator (218) 753-1246 ext. 1006.  (lv. msg.)

Or (218) 753-2950  (ask for Jodi) • email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

www.vermilioncountry.org

2 Column X 5” TJAY
July 22, 2018

Plaza 53 W/Mtn. Iron

741-3000
advoptical.com
Latest frames • Contact lenses • Open 10 - 6, M-F

Advanced Optical offers
 HOYA lenses designed 

for everyday vision 
enhancement for 

computer, Smartphone 
and Tablet users. 

Stop in today and Dr. 
Jeff and his staff 
will help you see 

things differently.

Our focus is on you!

Serving the 
Iron Range 

for more than 
25 years

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

GREENWOOD TWP 
- It was a bit chaotic 
when Washington Capitals 
defenseman Matt Niskanen 
brought the Stanley Cup 
home to Lake Vermilion 
on Sunday, July 22. As a 
member of the NHL cham-
pionship team, Niskanen 
had the opportunity to 
bring the cup home for 
a day. 

Niskanen p layed 
hockey for the Virginia 
Blue Devils and University 
of Minnesota-Duluth, 
but left college after two 

years to play professional 
hockey.

Now 31, and after 
11 seasons playing in the 
NHL, Niskanen brought 
hockey’s biggest prize to 
his hometown fans.

After appearances 
in Virginia at Miners 
Memorial (where he played 
high school hockey), and 
at the Flaimers Bar ,in 
Eveleth, the cup appar-
ently spent a little time 
at his family cabin and 
then fishing out on Lake 
Vermilion before makings 
its appearance at the lake’s 
popular night spot The 
Vermilion Club.

STANLEY CUP IN THE NORTHLAND

Niskanen brings Stanley Cup to Lake Vermilion for a day
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Washington Capitals hockey player Matt Niskanen, a 2005 graduate of Mt. Iron-Buhl High School, 
brought the Stanley Cup to his family’s Lake Vermilion cabin and The Vermilion Club on July 22. 
He is shown with VC owner, left, Greg “Arch” Archibald and the VC staff, above. 
Photos courtesy of Allen Wiermaa/Around the Range. Graduations, Weddings, Portraits, Sports, and Nature 
Photography. Website at aroundtherange.com or email allen@aroundtherange.com.



kind clothing, books, hand 
blown glass, organic soaps 
and lotions and antler art,” 
said Ellen Cashman, festi-
val organizer.

“Several new vendors 
this year include a man 
from Tennessee who build 
scustom flintlock rifles,” 
she said. He will also have 
powder horns and pouches 
for sale.

A New York artist 
will be selling fine-crafted 
inlaid wood pieces.

There will also be 
new potters, authors, and 
many new wares to shop 
for. “And as usual, there 
will be lots of handmade 

jewelry, paintings, water-
colors, wood furniture, 
quilts, photography, soaps, 
hand-blown glass and lots 
more,” Cashman said.

 Each day starts with a 
breakfast of blueberry pan-
cakes hot off the griddle, 
prepared and served by 
members of the downtown 
business promotion group 
called Incredible Ely.

Members  of  the 
Kiwanis Club gathered 
at the Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital 
kitchen earlier this week 
to bake hundreds of home-
made blueberry pies for 
the event. Two years ago, 

the club sold 525 pies at 
the festival. Last year that 
number jumped to just 
over 600, Cashman said. 
“I know we have plenty of 
blueberries. You can have 
pie by the slice, ala mode, 
or get a whole pie.”  

The Blueberry Art/
Festival food court fea-
tures more than 30 vendors 
and includes everything 
from gyros, snacks on 
a stick, fresh seafood to 
authentic Polish (new this 
year) and oriental food, 
barbeque, fried bread, ice 
cream and cotton candy. 

“Plus, we have a beer 
garden featuring our locally 

brewed Blueberry Blonde, 
complete with blueberries, 
from the Boathouse Brew 
Pub and Restaurant,” she 
said. Other blueberry treats 
to look for include wild 
blueberry jam, blueber-
ry smoothies, blueberry 
lemonade, blueberry bar-
beque, blueberry soda, 
blueberry candy, blueber-
ry coffee, blueberry candy, 
and just plain blueberries.

As  a lways ,  t he 
Blueberry Art/Festival 
features live music every 
day:

Timmy Haus plays 
on Friday from 1-4 p.m.;

 Bill Maxwell & 
Cowboy Angel Blue is 
Saturday’s headliner from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. and again 
from 2-4 p.m.;   

 Pat and Donna 
Surface and the Boundary 
Water Boys perform 
their “Remember When” 
concert from noon-1 p.m. 
and 2-3 p.m. on Sunday.  

All music is free and 
at the Whiteside Park band 
shell with shaded canopy 
seating.

“Of course, there is 
non-stop fun for the chil-
dren too,” Casdhman said. 
“They will love the bungee 
jump and the water-ball 
activities offered through-
out each day.”

The Blueberry/Art 
Festival is sponsored 
by the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce Merchant 
Committee.  Check out 
their page at www.ely.
org and like and follow 
them on Facebook@
BlueberryArtFestival.
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Controls, and the paper’s 
legal battle that went all the 
way to the state’s Supreme 
Court. When the court 
ruled, on a technicality, 
for Johnson Controls, the 
Minnesota Legislature 
unanimously approved a 
change in the law, known 
as the Timberjay bill, that 
nullified the court’s ruling 
and made all public-sector 
contracts accessible to the 
public. 

While the debate over 
copper-nickel mining is 
playing out in the courts, 
Pearson writes that the the 
Timberjay is “working on 

securing a tour of the new 
regional schools built by 
Johnson Controls, which 
iare rumored to have struc-
tural problems, including 
doors that won’t open, 
cracking foundations, and 
roof issues.”

P e a r s o n  s a i d 
Helmberger downplays 
his sleuthing. “I spend 
more time writing up 
high school sports than I 
do investigative pieces,” 
Pearson quotes the pub-
lisher. “That stuff that 
wins awards, most of 
our readers don’t really 
care about it.” At its 

heart, says Helmberger, 
The Timberjay is “just 
a really solid communi-
ty newspaper.” But the 
paper’s track record defies 
Helmberger’s modesty, 
and that’s good news, 
because the mining con-
troversy isn’t going any-
where.

In researching the 
story, Pearson reached 
out to people on both 
sides of the copper-nickel 
mining question, including 
Steve Piragis, of Piragis 
Northwoods Company 
in Ely, and St. Louis 
County Commissioner 

Tom Rukavina. While 
the two are at polar oppo-
site sides on whether a 
new mine will help or 
hamper Ely’s future, they 
both agree on the paper’s 
merits. 

“Marshall is one 
of the best reporters in 
Minnesota,” said Piragis. 
“His editorials are extreme-
ly well-written and influ-
ential, but he manages to 
remain objective and keep 
his personal views out of 
his reporting.”

Rukavina, a longtime 
subscriber, agreed. “I think 
Marshall has one of the 

finest weekly newspapers 
in Minnesota. We aren’t 
always on the same page 
when it comes to some 
environmental issues, 
however, I will give credit 
where it’s due. Marshall 
does his research and for 
a small weekly, he puts out 
a damn good paper, even 
when he’s wrong.”

T h e  C o l u m b i a 
Journalism Review’s 
mission is “to be the 
intellectual leader in the 
rapidly changing world of 
journalism. It is the most 
respected voice on press 
criticism, and it shapes 

the ideas that make media 
leaders and journalists 
smarter about their work. 
Through its fast-turn anal-
ysis and deep reporting, 
CJR is an essential venue 
not just for journalists, 
but also for the thousands 
of professionals in com-
munications, technology, 
academia, and other fields 
reliant on solid media 
industry knowledge.”

The publication is 
based at the Columbia 
Universi ty Graduate 
School of Journalism in 
New York City.

WHITE...Continued from page 1
range of other regional 
reporting for the newspa-
per, fulfilling much the 
same role at the paper as 
the late Tom Klein.

Marcus hails origi-
nally from Toronto, is a 
graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin--Superior, 
where he majored in 
Communications and 
minored in Political 
Science. He was editor-

in-chief for the college 
newspaper, and interned 
at Wisconsin Public Radio.

He most  recent-
ly worked at the Tioga 
Tribune, in Tioga, ND, 
where made his mark in 
investigative reporting. 
He won a second-place 
award from the National 
Newspaper Association 
for his in-depth investi-
gative series about police 

internal affairs in Tioga. 
He has also been honored 
by the Midwest Broadcast 
Journalism Association for 
both writing and produc-
tion. He also won awards 
from the North Dakota 
Newspaper Association 
for his feature photogra-
phy.

“We are really excited 
to add Marcus to our staff,” 
said Timberjay Publisher 

Marshall Helmberger. 
“It took us a long time 
to fill the gap when we 
lost our longtime editor 
Tom Klein. With Marcus, 
we have found another 
well-rounded reporter and 
editor who is committed to 
our vision of community 
journalism.”

Marcus is also glad 
to be back home in 
Minnesota, reporting on 

a region he fell in love 
with during his college 
years. His parents now 
live in the Twin Cities. 
“I love community report-
ing,” he said. “I’m looking 
forward to meeting the 
people in the area.”

Marcus harkens back 
to an era when reporters 
only took notes by hand, 
using his collection of 
fountain pens and small 

bound notebooks while out 
and about. But he is also 
well-versed in current-day 
technology, including web 
and audio production, 
which may mean expand-
ed options for Timberjay 
readers in the future.

Public Notice
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will hold a public meeting for amending the 
Lake Vermilion Public Islands Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) for the 
87 BLM-administered islands located in Lake Vermilion and seven smaller lakes in St. 
Louis County, Minnesota. A Notice of Intent to Amend the CRMP was published in the 
Federal Register on June 8, 2016. The Notice of Intent to Amend comes in response 
to changing conditions and demands on public lands managed by BLM in the Lake 
Vermilion area.  The public meeting will be an open-house format held in the
community of Tower, Minnesota on August 8, 2018. 

The Environmental Assessment to support the CRMP amendment will consider many 
issues, including the use of recreation sites, protection of cultural resources, mitigating 
the spread of invasive species, and regulatory consistency with other jurisdictions in the 
area. This plan amendment will only address surface lands managed by the BLM in the 
Lake Vermilion area; there will be no subsurface or mineral management addressed. 
Comments on the proposed amendment will be accepted up to 15 days after the public 
meeting. 

The Public meeting will be held at the following location:
 Tower, Minnesota: August 8, 2018, Fortune Bay Resort - 
 Birch Room, 1430 Bois Forte Road, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  

If you have any comments or issues that we should consider addressing in our
analysis, please provide comments using one of the following methods:

 E-mail:  kwadzins@blm.gov

 Fax Number: (414) 297-4409, Attn: Mr. Kurt Wadzinski

 U.S. Postal Service: BLM Northeastern States District
      Attn: Kurt Wadzinski
        Planning and Environmental Coordinator
      626 E. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 200
      Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in your comment, be aware that your entire comment including 
your personal identifying information may be made publicly available at any time. 

While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from public review your personal 
identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

All submissions from organizations, businesses, and individuals identifying themselves 
as representatives of organizations or businesses, will be available for public review.

For additional information regarding the amendment to the Lake Vermilion 
CRMP for BLM-administered lands in Minnesota, please visit the web site at 
https://go.usa.gov/xUKKV and/or contact Kyle Schumacher, Natural Resource 
Specialist, at (414) 297-4463.

Persons who use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may call the 
Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 during normal
business hours. The FIRS is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message. You will receive a reply during normal business hours from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EDST.

ST. LOUIS COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

• I’ve attended rallies, written 
letters, and testified at the 

Legislature on issues
of importance to the people
of Northeastern Minnesota. 

Contact: paulkessforcommissioner.com or on Facebook
Paid for by the committee to elect Paul Kess.

Why Is
PAUL KESS
Your Best Choice For 

County Commissioner?

• For over 30 years I’ve been 
working for YOU

 as a Teacher, Union Leader, 
City Councilor, 

RAMS President.

I’ve been working for YOU. 
That’s why I’m your 

BEST CHOICE

“31 years as a highway maintenance
employee has given me a wheels-on-the- 

ground look at the needs of our area that few   
    people who run for commissioner have.”   
  

IUOE Local 49 Endorsed • Hard Working Values, Honest Results 

Daniel Manick
For District 4

County Commissioner

218-410-9006 • manickforcommish@yahoo.com • www.danmanick.com
Find me on Facebook at Daniel Manick for County Commissioner
Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf

Don’t Panic Vote Manick
Tuesday, August 14

ELY...Continued from page 1



ELY – Local artist Annette 
Mattingly is into circles. When 
she is not creating a unique form 
of art, called mandalas, inspired 
by circles with a geometric 
focus, she exercises with hula-
hoops. “I just love circles,” she 
said. “And at the same time, 
I love geometric patterns in 
nature.”

Mattingly and her Morning 
Glory Creations will join more 
than 300 artists at the 38th 
annual Blueberry Art/Festival 

at Whiteside Park this weekend, 
July 27-29.

A dictionary defines a 
mandala as a Hindu or Buddhist 
graphic symbol of the uni-
verse, specifically, a circle 
enclosing a square with a deity 
on each side that is used chiefly 
as an aid to meditation, or a 
graphic and often symbolic 
pattern usually in the form of a 
circle divided into four separate 
sections or bearing multiple 
projections of an image.

“All cultures have some 
sort of indigenous art form that 

is geometric or concentric,” 
Mattingly said. “It is just some-
thing that is inside of each of us.”

She brought her art to the 
Blueberry Art/Festival from her 
home in the Twin Cities about 
13 years ago. “I decided to sell 
my house down there and come 
here to live where I can bike 
and cross-country ski and still 
be an artist,” she said. “I call it 
geographic love at first sight. I 
know a bunch of people who 
had no intention of living here, 
but they came up for a visit and 
it just kind of captured them.”

Mattingly has been creating 
mandalas for more than 30 years. 
Her approach to her art changed 
as she lived in different ecosys-
tems. She started in Oregon, 
where she lived for 10 years. 
“The area I lived in out there is in 
a rain forest,” she said. “I didn’t 
know how different the Twin 
Cities area is from Ely. It is a 
completely different ecosystem 
just four hours away.”

That change in nature 
helped her to evolve in her art. 

Ely artist inspired by circles, natural materials, and geometric patterns
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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Left:
Annette 
Mattingly, of Ely, 
with a collection 
of her fascinat-
ing and detailed 
designs. You 
can see more 
of her work at 
this weekend’s 
Blueberry/Art 
Festival in Ely.

photos by 
K. Vandervort

See ARTIST...pg. 4B

Patterns
in NATURE

 CLEARANCE 
SALE

Screaming Deals!
 Red Tag Merchandise = 70% off, 

which is most of the store
    20% off regular prices 

Hours are only Thursday, Friday 
Saturday 10 - 4

Don’t miss our  Garage Sale 
(in conjunction with 

Hand-Done T-Shirt Sale)
July 27-28 8-4 pm!

Cash & Carry• 141 N Central Ave • Ely

Wireless & computers to use.
4th & Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-BEAN

Open: Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sunday 6:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

WELCOME VENDORS!

Everything
Blueberry!

Enjoy Our Bridgeman’s Ice Cream

• Organic Coffee
• Tea Varieties

• Desserts 



46 A Sip of Class  
 Food, Specialty Drinks
47 Becky’s Oriental Foods  
 Food (Oriental)
48.49 Gobbler Concessions  
 Food (American)
50.51 The Rolling Yo Food
52.53 iPIEROGi Food
54.55 Pierre’s Food
56 Ely Fire Department  
 Food (American)
57 Best Way Food
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Your guide to the 2018 Blueberry/Art Festival
Use the map below to locate all your favorite artists and food booths

58 B. Concessions LLC  
 Food, Kettle Corn
59 SB Concessions  
 Food (American)
60 Quality Food
 International
 Food (Seafood)
61 Spiritwood Music  
 Pat Surface
62 Tom Soucek Paintings   
 (Watercolor)
63 Wood Wildflowers  
 Woodcrafts, Carvings

64 Master of None
 Hand Forged Metal Works
65 Wif-Man Weaving  
 Textiles, Rugs
66.67 Tischer Photographic   
 Gallery Photography
68 Alexander Zaves  
 Woodcrafts, Carvings
69 Ryan’s Rustic Railings
 & Furniture
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
70 Bubbles By Brooks  
 Soaps & Lotions

71 Arkstone Photography,   
 Wood Cut Prints
72 Dans Turnings  
 Woodturned Items
73 Karen’s Knit & Sew
 Woodcrafts, Textiles,   
 Clothing
74 Felixery, L.L.C.  
 Jewelry, Silver
75 Whoopsa Daisy Farm  
 Textiles
76 Kris Kampfer Pottery
77.78 Keepsakes Baskets

1 Karen Spotts Woodcrafts
2 Enchante Textiles,
 Clothing
4 Patti Berg Originals  
 Textiles, Clothing
5.6 Northwoodsfish
 Woodcrafts, Carvings
7 The Weagelworks
 Handblown Glass
8 Bratach Sith Studio
 Textiles
9 .10 Nonsense by Nancy
 Textiles, Rugs
11 Judith Johnson
 Paintings (Watercolor)
12 Harpstone Jewelry
13 Ledge Wood Creations
 Woodcrafts
14 The Stone Tap Stone
 Beverage Dispensers
16 Norsemen Products
 Textiles, Clothing
17 Carlson Pillow
 Textiles
18 Two Feathers Gourds
 Gourd Art
19 Bridge Creek Carvings
 Antler Art
20 Author Jenifer LeClair   
 Books
21.22 Heart to Heart   
 Woodcrafts
23 Bar Bell Bee Ranch
 Candles
24 Grey Duck Bag Co.  
 Handsewn Bags
25 Fringe and Fettle   
 Ceramics Pottery
26.27 Heim-Made Textiles,
 Clothing
28 Wise Guyz Gadgets  
 Grill Tools
29 Creative Nutworks  
 Nut Artwork
30 T.R. Hawkinson  
 Jewelry, Vintage Metals
31.33 JR’s Barbeque 
 Food, BBQ
35.36 Schweiby’s Concessions 
 Food (American)
37 Bobby The Greek’s
 Original Gyros  
 Food (Greek)
38 Barb’s Fried Bread  
 Food
39 Crapola Cookies, Parfaits,
 Granola
40 Mario’s Food (Seafood)
41.42 Orange Treet Food,   
 Specialty Drinks
43 FinnLoki Bros. 
 Food (American)
44 Krazy Kids Cotton
  Candy Food

79 Collin Clough
 Woodcrafts Wooden   
 Bird Art, Carvings
80 Hudson River Inlay  
 Woodcrafts
81 Wolf Tracks Clay  
 Pottery
82 Shelly Sells Sea Shells
 by the Sea Shore  
 Jewelry
83 Hidden Pines Leather  
 Textiles
84 Dragonflies and Cards  
 Cards
85 10,000 Lakes Publishing  
 Books
87 Northern Art Creations
 Woodcrafts, Oil Paintings 
88 Richard Yacelga  
 Textiles, Clothing
89 Paper Sampler  
 Handmade Paper
90 ABC/Amy’s Baskets
 & Crafts 
91 Kats Ceramics  
 Pottery
92 Morning Glory Creations
 Floral Arrangements
93 MekennaDel Nature
 Products Inc Candles,
 Soaps & Lotions
94 Bedangled Jewelry
95 Sleepy Eye Pottery &   
 Garments Woodcrafts,   
 Textiles
96 Quilts for Zoey Textiles
97 Joni’s Barkery  
 Pet Products
98 Jeff Renner Wildlife Art  
 Paintings
99 The Design Chic  
 Textiles, Clothing
100 Sweet Water Jewelry   
 Designs Jewelry
101 Greggory’s Walking   
 Sticks Woodcrafts
102 Danilyn’s Textiles,   
 Clothing
103 TT’s Nothing But   
 Natures Goodness LLC  
 Soaps & Lotions
104 AZ Creative Art   
 Paintings
105 Ely Northern Stitches  
 Textiles
106 Spinning Wheels 
 Publishing Books
107 Magnetic Elegance  
 Jewelry
110 Lakes of Wood  
 Woodcrafts, Carvings

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!  218-780-6644  www.JanischRealty.com

“The finest Realtor I’ve ever worked with in my life.” -Tim K.

 Vermilion - $820k Wolf Lake - $500k Lost Lake - $185k Vermilion - $815k Vermilion - $399k Vermilion - $730k

One owner Lake Vermilion estate. S. facing sand beach, 
island studded views. 2 story stone firepl, 54 ft lakefront 
deck. Huge kitchen w/buffet. Wlkout LL w/2BR, fam rm 
and bar open to patio, 3 car gar w/apt. 2nd gar w/rec 

rm. 2 stall 
boathouse. 
3 docks. 

Landmark Burntside Lake estate offers ultimate privacy, 
epic views. Serene retreat w/ only 1 neighbor (also for 
sale) & surrounded by 1,000’s of acres of Fed. & St. land 
between home & BWCA. Finely crafted. Boathouse, sau-

na, guest 
c a b i n .

Full service BWCA resort with great books & develop-
ment opportunities! Lakeshore split between White Iron 
& Farm Lake. Small and large cabins, hotel units, camp-
ing and RV sites, dining, kitchen, bar, banquet areas, re-

tail, marina, 
boat gas, 
rental boats.

Furnished Burntside Lake log home w/panoramic views 
of main lake & North Arm. S. facing shoreline & acres 
of 200 yr old pines, surrounded by St. & Fed. forest. 2 
story fireplace. DCS/Sub Zero kitchen & dining for 22. 

Guest cabin. 
Boathouse.

Virtual Tours & Every Agency’s Property Listings On Our Easy Map Search!

OFFERED AT                  $998,500
DETAILS        4 BD/3 BTH           3,708 SF
         250 ft shoreline    1.4 acres

Sold - Apr.Sold - June Sold - May Sold - May Pending Sold - Mar.

One owner Lake Vermilion home. Wlkout finished LL, 
sandy swimming, gradual open yard, lakefront decks, 
island studded blue water vistas! Prime Frazer Bay loca-
tion. 2 stall att. htd garage, 50 x 35 htd workshop. lg lake-

side master, 
sauna, 2nd 
k i t c h e n .

OFFERED AT                  $498,500
DETAILS        3 BD/2 BTH           3,328 SF
         125 ft shoreline    1.6 acres

Bear Island Lake home on SW facing shoreline, sand 
beach, private gradual yard, gorgeous sunsets! Paved rd 
to Ely. Huge kitchen open to dining & living-all lakeside, 
glass doors to wrap around deck. Wlkout LL, 2 stall gar, 

RV gar, stor-
age bldg, 
boat launch.

OFFERED AT                  $448,500
DETAILS       2 BD/2 BTH           2,464 SF   
        320 shoreline        2.5 acres

OFFERED AT                  $3,000,000
DETAILS    3 BD/3 BTH           3,710 SF
     2100 ft shoreline  57 acres

OFFERED AT                  $3,750,000
DETAILS        3,040 ft shoreline
         59.7 acres

OFFERED AT                  $1,490,000
DETAILS      4 BD/2 BTH          4,625 SF
       600 ft shoreline   17.3 acres

Continued...next page



111 LHR Images   
 Photography
112 Cap’n Redbeard’s 
 Fishing Products
113 Minnesota Emu 
 Soaps & Lotions
114 Pengal’s Basswood
 Trading Co Ely Items
115 Made by Alejandro 
 Leather Crafts
116 Homespun Traditions
 Hand Sculpted  
 Snowmen
117 Soren Rasmussen 
 Granite & Quartz Platters
118 Hmong Craft Shop/
 Needlework Textiles
119 Fire Rocks Candles
120 Cyrus The Potter 
 Pottery
121 Ely Hoop Club 
122 Joe Tkalcich   
 Woodcrafts, Carvings
123 Bead Boutique 
 Jewelry, Beaded
124 D’Marie 
 Food (Packaged)
125 Whereatt Woodworking 
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
126 Full City Roaster, LLC 
 Food (Packaged)
128.129  RJ Collection 
  Jewelry
130.131 CC International/

  Simply Nuts 
  Food (Packaged)
132 Gardner’s Wisconsin 
 Cheese Food (Packaged)
133 WELY Radio
134 Wild Fern Herbal Soaps 
 Soaps & Lotions
136 G Lee M Designs 
 Jewelry, Silver
137 Close Qtrs Studio  
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
138 Root River Photography 
139 Cruzan Hibiscus LLC 
 Food (Packaged)
141 Legacy Toys
 Books, Games
142 Custom Barnwood  
 Creations by Taylor  
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
143 Allhisbark Studio  
 Handmade Journals
144 North American Bear
 Center
145 Watercolors by Bonnie 
 Paintings (Watercolor)
146 Bella Vetro Jewelry
147 Brian Dean Miller 
 Handblown Glass
148 Stones & Bones LLC 
 Antler Fire Starters
149 Listening Point  
 Foundation 
150 Ultra Bubbles 
 Bubbles, Wands

151.152 Wildlifetreasures.com 
 Textiles, Clothing
155 CWCS 
156 Kettle Mania
 Food, Specialty Drinks
157 Super Cub Flyers  
 Jewelry Design 
 Jewelry, Precious Stones
158 Bead-O-Mania 
 Jewelry (Beaded)
159.160 Croix Valley Foods 
  Food (Packaged)
161  Pretty Doll  
  Collections Textiles
163.164 Classic Creations 
  Metal Wall Art
165 Driftless Studios 
 Woodcrafts
166 JD’s Salsa in Seconds
 Food (Packaged)
167 Dani Rae Jewelry
168 International Wolf  
 Center
169 Masterpieces by Suz 
 Textiles
170 Tall Tale Shop 
 Baskets
171 EBCH 
Foundation 
172 WICOLA 
173 A & B Lawn and Deck
 Furniture Woodcrafts,  
 Furniture
174 Mary Casanova Books 

175 Ice House Studios 
 Paintings
176.177 Nowthen  Design 
  Textiles
178 Joy From the Heart 
 Jewelry
179 Fiskur Leather 
 Leather Crafts
180 Down to Earth Wood  
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
181.182 LoneTree Designs 
  Metal Garden Art
183.184 All Things Herbal 
  Soaps, Lotions
185  Mary Allen
  Woodcrafts, Carvings
186.187 Levandowski
  Pottery 
188 Oreb Lram Fine Casual
 Jewelry
189 Bear Island Art Factory 

 Paintings (Oil)

190 Natural Expressions 
 Rock Art
191 Naena Jewelry 
192 Heavenly Designs  
 Woodworking
 Woodcrafts
193 Buckley Naturals 
 Soaps, Lotions
194 First Lutheran Ladies
 Aid
195 Suz’s Country Candles
196 Morse Fall Lake
 Firefighters Relief
 Association 
197 Insecta Etcetera 
 Shadow Boxes
198.199 Dustables/ 
  Woolderness 
  Woodcrafts

200.201.202  Serenity Designs 
                    Metal Wall Art
203 Jim the Carver  
 Woodcrafts
204.205 Out Of Our Gourd 
  Gourd Art
207.208 The Personal Touch 
  Pottery
210.211 Oak 
Outlet 
  Woodcrafts,       
  Furniture
212 North Country Farm 
 Soaps, Lotions
213.214 UNEEK Tie-Dye
   Apparel
  Textiles, Clothing
215 Ely Winter Festival 
216 Eli & Dicie Hoover 
 Metal Garden Art, Metal
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OPEN 7 Days A Week
M-Sat 9-5:30, Sunday 11-3

145 W. Camp St, Ely
365-6555

25% OFF Everything
in the 2 fenced yards on Camp Street!!!

Metal Yard Art

Tomato
Cages

Bird
Baths

Metal
GardenTrellises

ELY  FLOWER  &  SEED

Pottery

Continued...next page

Continued from page 1B

Needing more academic support?
Looking for a change?

Vermilion Country School is a 
Grades 7-12 Public Charter School
Transportation provided from Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass, 

Aurora area, Tower-Soudan/Lake Vermilion.

Call Today To Arrange a Tour • Openings available in all grades
School Administrator (218) 753-1246 ext. 1006.  (lv. msg.)

Or (218) 753-2950  (ask for Jodi) • email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

www.vermilioncountry.org

Vermilion Country School offers a 
safe and nurturing environment for 
all types of learners in grades 7-12.

• Increased Math and Reading 
Support/Tutoring

• Environmental Education 
Learning and Experiences

• College and Career Readiness
• Music/Fine Arts/Drama

• Hands-On Science 
• Outdoor Skill Applications/Recreation

• Directed Project Based 
Learning Opportunities

• School Wide Community Service 

Qual i ty  Outdoor Apparel
Handmade in  Ely,  MN

Wintergreen-Made I tems

Friday & Saturday 9-6,  Sunday 9-5
July  27-29

www.WintergreenNorthernWear.com
 205 E.  Sheridan St .   |   (844)  359-6233 

20% Of f

Blue b e r ry  Fes t
Sal e !



Sculpture”
217 Monkey Bandit Shop  
 Woodcrafts, Toys
218 Touch the Divine 
 Jewelry (Beaded)
219 Belden Woodworking 
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
220 River Edge Design 
 Woodcrafts, Furniture
221 Lonnie McMillan 
 Custom Flintlock Rifles
222 Henna Tattoos & More 
 Pottery
223 Wildings Wildlife 
 Paintings
224 NE Minnesotans for
  Wilderness 
225 Crow Wing Country
 Furniture Woodcrafts,  
 Furniture
226 Designs by Liz 
 Woodcrafts, Textiles,
           Clothing
227 Superior   
 Photographs 
228 Quantum Glass  
 Handblown Glass
229 Ely Field Naturalists 
230 Dogbarkavenue 
 Pet Products
231 Kelleys Fleece 
 Textiles, Clothing
232 Wildlife Originals 
 Paintings
233.234 Twisted Metals 
  Metal Garden Art
235  Raven Knives 
  Handmade Knives
236 Nyquist Photogrpahy
 & Woodworking 
 Woodcrafts, Furniture,
 Photography”

237 Gifts Made By Hand 
 Textiles, Clothing
238 Floating Leaf Tables
 & Chairs Hanging
 Wooden Chairs

239.240 Brush Creek
      Boutique  
  Woodcrafts
241.242 Time Vault
  Treasures  Art Made  
  from Old Records
243 Henry’s Shoe Repair 
 Textiles
244.245 Three Rivers Farm
  Food (Packaged)
246  Stacey Johnson
      Jewelry
247.248 Lucy Iburg
  Textiles, Clothing
249 Country Side Pottery 
250 Northern Lights Rock 
 Candles
251 Snappy Dog Foods Inc
 Food (Packaged)
252 Russ Duerksen Wildlife 
 Paintings
253.254 Moose Lake Designs
  Jewelry, Precious
  Stones
255.256 Silverfish ‘N’ Things 
  Jewelry, Silver
257.258 D&D Custom Laser
  Designs Woodcrafts
259.260 Empty Nest
  Creations Potpourri
261 Naturally Unique
 Lake Superior Rock
 Creations Stone
 Sculpture
262.263 Diamond Willow
  Dreams Woodcrafts,
      Furniture
264 Fear No Art Jewelry
265 CHB Custom Fillet
 Knives, LLC 
 Woodcrafts, Carvings
266 Aging Schmaging 
 Textiles, Photography
267 Suz and Roo
 Jewelry, Silver, Textiles,
 Clothing
268 Elizabeth Alvarez 
 Textiles, Clothing

269 Abby Lingle Pottery 
270.271 Jack Rabbit Metal
  Works Metal
  Sculpture
272 Tin Lillys Metal
 Sculpture
273 Groveland Confections 
 Food (Packaged)
274 Debra Zubrod 
 Textiles for Home
275 Angie Link Jewelry
 Jewelry (Beaded,
 Precious Stones)
276.277 Nature’s Therapy 
  Candles, Potpourri
278  Parvaneh Knitwear 
  Textiles, Clothing
279  Ely Winton
  Historical Society
280.281 Rustic River
  Mosaics Woodcrafts,
  Furniture
282 Dorothy Molter Museum
283 Ultimo Cosmetics 
 Hand Crafted Cosmetics
284 Wearable Coinage 
 Jewelry
285 Earth Silks Textiles,
 Clothing
286 Spiritwood Foundation 
287 The Kernel’s Best
 Kettle Korn
288 Orange Treet  
 Food, Specialty Drinks
289 Wilderness Art by
 Thomas F. Gross 
 Paintings (Oil)
292.293 DeWall Bros. Metal
      Creations Garden
      Art
294 Frederick’s Forest 
 Woodcrafts
295 Salt Box Creek
 Woodcrafts
299 Fireclaw Tool for  
 Campfire
300 Loon Hollow Farms 
 Metal Sculpture

301 Simply Homemade 
 Food  (Packaged)
302.303 Easy Times 
  Metal Wall Art
B Tim’s Toyz Kids Games
D Ely Jaycees
 Beer Garden
PAV. Incredible Ely 
 Food
PAV. Ely Kiwanis Club 
 Food (American)
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ARTIST...Continued from page 1B
“Mandalas are boundlessly 
evident in patterns of nature,” 
she said. “Look at a spider web 
or the cross section of a tree, 
the petals on a dandelion. From 
microcosm to macrocosm, 
those geometric forms are 
everywhere.”

All cultures throughout 
time have created mandalas. 
Native American sand paint-
ings, Celtic illuminations, 
Islamic mosaics, stained glass 
windows and labyrinths of 
Chartres Cathedral, Hmong 
needlework and elaborate 
Tibetan painted mandalas are 
all examples, she explained.

Her mandalas are made 
from flowers herbs, grasses, 
birch bark, and pussy willow 
seeds. “It reflects what is 
around you because you use 
the plants that are native to 
where you are,” Mattingly said. 
The colors are all natural. “I 
don’t use any paints or dyes. 
Much of the materials for her 
art are grown right in her own 
flower garden, and the rest are 
collected in the woods around 
the Ely area.

“The patterns are quite 
detailed and elaborate. “One 
might call it OCD artwork,” 
she mused.

With a background in hor-
ticulture, she just grows what 
she wants to incorporate into a 
mandala. “I know what plants 
work best and what pattern I 
am looking for. The proportion 
of wild plants really ramped up 
when I moved to Ely because 
there is so much available. I 
really love birch bark. That 
changed the character of my 
work when I discovered it.”

Simple, old-fashioned 
flower presses are used to 
prepare her natural materials, 
from May through October, 
she said. The work is done 
in her Ely studio during the 
winter months. “I spread 
everything out, and use glue, 
sharp knives and a compass. I 
don’t really plan or think about 
it. It is sort like being a human 
kaleidoscope. I do whatever 
comes out.”

“It is also nice to have all 
these summer flowers to look 
at and work with in the winter 

months,” she added.
Mattingly is also a big fan 

of the hula-hoop. “I love using 
them for exercising. You really 
have to be moving to keep them 
going. And it is so much fun. 
Anyone who knows me knows 
I like to hoop it up,” she said.

Mattingly has scaled back 
on the number of art shows 
she participates in each year. 
She used to do as many as 26 
a year when she lived in the 
Twin Cities. This year, besides 
the Blueberry/Art Festival and 
the Harvest Moon Festival 
in Ely in early September, is 
planning to participate in just 
seven other shows. “I pick the 
pretty places that I want to go 
to anyway,” she said.

TUESDAY NITE LIVE • JULY 31

         Sponsored by the Ely Chamber of Commerce  •  www.ely.org

2-3:30pm ......Dorothy Molter Museum: Camp
......................KWITCHURBELIAKIN Outdoors
......................Activities & Crafts for kids age 4-12
......................Theme is “Root Beer”
2-5pm ...........Pioneer Mine/Ely Arts & Heritage:
......................Historic Ely Pioneer Mine Museum Open
4pm ..............City Hall: Guided Walking Tour (Meet in front of city hall)
5-7pm ...........Whiteside Park: Ely Farmers & Art Market
5-6pm ...........Ely Folk School: Canoe Museum Tour
6-9pm ...........Ely Folk School: Birch Bark Canoe Building (Come watch)
6-9pm ...........Rockwood: Music-Washboard Road
6-10pm .........Zaverl’s: Karaoke with Ely Ed 
5:30-6:30pm .Mealey’s Tiki Deck: Music-Heidi Schiltz from the Candies 
7-9pm .............Mealey’s Tiki Deck: Music-Singer/songwriters
........................Gene LaFond and Amy Grillo 

Hundreds of candies and sweets! 
Step back in time...be a kid again or have your
kids experience something NEW that’s OLD.

 228 E Sheridan Street - Top of the hill in downtown Ely 
elycandy.com

Let us make your day a little sweeter!

Ely’s
Old-Fashioned

Candy

Continued from page 1B

Right: 
In keeping with her 
interest in circles and 
other geometric pat-
terns, Annette also likes 
to hula hoop, as she 
demonstrated for this 
story. photos by K. Vandervort

Left:
Crowds of 
visitors at 
last year’s 
festival 
checked 
out the 
wide 
variety of 
art, crafts, 
and food. 

Right: 
B. J. 
Kobierski 
serves up 
blueberry 
pie.

file photos

Mary’s Spinning Wheel

427 E. Sheridan St., Ely • 218.365.7300 • info@elysartandsoul.com

1st Annual

ARTISTS
INVENTORY

LIQUIDATION
SALE

SATURDAY ONLY - JULY 28 
10 AM to 5 PM

Wireless & computers to use.
4th & Sheridan St, Ely • 218-365-BEAN

Open: Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sunday 6:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

WELCOME VENDORS!

Everything
Blueberry!

Enjoy Our Bridgeman’s Ice Cream

• Organic Coffee
• Tea Varieties

• Desserts 

Hours: M-Sat 8-10
401 E. Sheridan St., Ely

365-5087

Mike’s
Liquor 

Featuring 
Mankato
Brewery

&
Bald Man

Brew Company

Stop in and check 
out our

MANY IN-STORE
BEER & WINE 

SPECIALS!



Harry A. Enzmann 
Harry A. Enzmann, 

104, of Cook, passed 
away on Friday, July 20, 
2018, at the Cook Hospital 
and Care Center. Funeral 
services will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, July 28 
at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Cook with visitation one 
hour prior to the service. 
Lunch will be served in 
the Trinity fellowship area 
immediately following the 
service. Arrangements 
are with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook. 

Harry Albert Enzmann 
was born on Feb. 18, 1914, 
at International Falls, the 
son of Albert and Marie 
(Menzner) Enzmann. His 
early life was on his 
father’s homestead near 
Ray, where he attended 
school at the new one-
room school in Beaver 
Township. In 1922, he 
moved with his family to 
Leander, five miles south 
of Cook, where his parents 
opened The Farmers Store. 
He attended school in 
Angora, a three-mile walk 
from home, graduating 
from the eighth grade in 
1928. His father purchased 
the Flint Creek Dairy 
Farm in 1930, a farm that 
formerly produced milk 
products for the crews 
working for the Virginia 
& Rainy Lake Lumber 
Company. While there he 
continued to attend Cook 
High School, becoming a 
member of the first grad-
uating class in 1932.

Harry used soil tillage 
methods learned from his 
uncle Oscar to turn fields 
that were weed patches 
into productive fields. He 
and brother Walter worked 
with the University of 
Minnesota Extension 
Service to help develop 
alfalfa and grain crops 
suitable to the region. In 
1939, Harry and Walter 
formed Enzmann Bros 
Farm Equipment selling 
International Harvester, 
Case and New Holland 
equipment. He was united 
in marriage to Elma 
Ojanen on Aug.14, 1943, 
in the Little Fork Lutheran 
Church. Due to shoulder 
injuries, his doctor told 
him he could no longer 
stand the rigors of farming, 
so in 1970 he sold his 

share of the farm to his 
nephew James Enzmann 
and formed Enzmann 
Pump Service. He con-
tinued to sell, install, and 
service water systems 
throughout the region until 
retiring in 1986.

Harry was the first 
president of the Cook 
Hospital board, clerk 
of Field Township for 
37 years, secretary for 
Arrowhead Seed Growers 
Coop for  20 years, 
member of the Cook 
Creamery board, Midland 
Cooperative district board, 
Land-O-Lakes district 
board, and Minnesota 
Dairy Council. He was 
a State Fire Warden for 
65 years and was voted 
Most Outstanding Senior 
Citizen for North St. Louis 
County in 2001 and 2004. 
He and brother Walter 
were cited with the Premier 
Dairyman award and he 
was named to the NE 
Minnesota Senior Honor 
Roll of Agriculture. He 
was a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church and sang 
in the choir for 46 years. 
Harry enjoyed hunting and 
fishing, especially winter 
spearfishing. When he 
wasn’t on the lake he could 
be found making spearing 
decoys to share with his 
friends.

Harry is survived by 
one son, Michael (Lorene) 
Enzmann  of  Cook; 
two daughters, Linda 
Enzmann-Allen (Larry 
Allen) of Independence, 
Mo., and Peggy (Marvin) 
Pearson of Angora; seven 
grandchildren, Natalie 
Enzmann of Shoreview, 
Karen (Paul) Jung of 
Woodbury, Jeff (Lisha) 
Pearson and Rachel 
(Jeffery Quiel) Pearson 
of Angora, Amy (Tim) 
Pearson of Cook, Jared 
(Tom Parker)  Allen 
of Emeryville, Calif., 
and Marla (Darin) Van 
Thournout  of Kansas City, 
Mo.; and nine great-grand-
children, Joseph and 
Daniel Jung, Anya, Serena 
and Lila Pearson, Caleb 
Uchal and Josephine 
Pearson, Katrina and Cora 
Chapman.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
beloved wife of 61 years, 
Elma; brother, Walter 
(Sophie) Enzmann; and 
sisters, Martha Enzmann 
and Marian (James) Roan.

Daisy Nelson
D a i s y  W a l k a m a 

Durrant Nelson, 99, of 
Virginia, died on Tuesday, 
July 3, 2018, at Edgewood 
Vista. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 5 
in the Edgewood Vista 
Chapel. Family services 

are provided by Bauman-
Vermilion, a Bauman 
Family Funeral Home in 
Tower. 

Daisy was born on 
June 19, 1919, in Spokane, 
Wash., the daughter of 
Otto Fredrick and Saima 
(Rahkola) Walkama, 
who both emigrated from 
Finland. Otto died when 
Daisy was very young so 
Saima and Daisy moved 
to Virginia, Minn., to be 
with family.

Daisy graduated from 
Virginia High School in 
the class of 1937 and later 
from the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapolis, 
where she met Leonard 
Durrant who was from 
Lake City. Len and Daisy 
were married in Lake City 
before he was sent over-
seas during WWII. Daisy 
and Len settled in St. Paul 
after he returned from the 
service. They had a good 
life together, enjoying 
her family cabin on Lake 
Vermilion and taking 
many trips. They became 
part owners of a ski area 
in Wisconsin called Snow 
Crest where Daisy became 
a good skier and qualified 
for NASTAR finals at the 
age of 52.

The Durrants lived 
in St. Paul for 37 years 
and retired to Bella Vista, 
Ark. After Len died, Daisy 
continued to live in Bella 
Vista. At her 60th Virginia 
High School class reunion, 
Daisy reacquainted with 
classmate Dr. Paul Nelson. 
At age 82 years young, 
they began their new life 
together, and lived in 
Normal, Ill.

Daisy was a member 
of the Edgewood Vista 
Resident Council, and 
initiated a Finnish Culture 
Group and a Finnish 
Language Group. She 
was a member of PEO in 
Normal, Ill., and Virginia 
and appreciated all the 
good they have accom-
plished. 

Daisy is survived 
by her sons,  David 
(Vicki Hall) Durrant of 
Tower, Paul Durrant of 
Minneapolis and Steven 
(Chris Carlson) Durrant 
of Seattle, Wash.; grand-
children, Ben, Jess and 
Peter; and great-grandson, 
Logan.

She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Leonard Durrant; second 
husband, Dr. Paul Nelson; 
sister, Dora Ernst; and 
daughter-in-law, Susan 
Durrant.

Bradley A. Rolfson 
Bradley Alan Rolfson, 

57, of Embarrass, died on 
Friday July 20, 2018, 
at his home, after an 
eight-month battle with 

esophageal cancer. Private 
family graveside services 
will be at a later date at 
the Embarrass Cemetery. 
Arrangements are with 
Landmark Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

Surviving are his wife, 
Beth; daughters, Amanda 
(Paul) Rasmussen of 
Embarrass and Brooke 
Woitalla of Tower; son, 
Craig (Sara) Rolfson of 
Hermantown; eight grand-
children, Ally, Kenzie, 
Alex, Ian, Jackson, Tyme, 
Hayden and Taya; and his 
siblings.

Molly A. Banovetz 
Molly A. Kastelac 

Banovetz, 100, a life-
time resident of Ely, 
passed away quietly on 
Monday, July 16, 2018, 
at the Boundary Waters 
Care Center. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was 
held on Wednesday, 
July 25 at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
Family arrangements 
were entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

She is survived by 
her son, Bob (Marie) 

Banovetz; three grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Byron V. 
Marjamaa

Byron “Tyke” Vincent 
Marjamaa, 60, of Cook, 
passed away on Monday, 
July 23, 2018. A funeral 
service will be held at 2 
p.m. on Monday, July 30 
at Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook. Visitation will 
be held one hour prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home. Interment will be 
in the Willow Valley 

Cemetery. 
Byron was born 

to John and Dagmar 
(Niemi) Marjamaa on 
Aug. 27, 1957. He grew 
up and attended school in 
Cook. Byron was a logger 
and worked most of his life 
for Luecken Logging. He 
was also a talented small 
motor mechanic. Byron 
had a love for people, and 
he was a friend to everyone 
who met him. Everyone 
knew him as the “moped 
guy”. Byron was a man 
with a huge heart; this 
was evident in the love 
that he showed his cats. 
Above all, Byron loved his 
brother Roger, with whom 
he spent most of his time. 
He will be dearly missed.

He is survived by his 
brothers, Roger Marjamaa 
of Angora and Jim Rinne 
of Sparks, Nev.; sister-
in-law, Joy McKenzie; 
nephews, Eddie Rinne and 
Jason Rinne; niece, Elaine 
Donavan; and numerous 
cousins.

Byron was preceded 
in death by his parents.
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UNITED WAY

CHISHOLM- The Cleveland Cliffs 
Foundation has made a generous commitment 
to United Way of Northeastern Minnesota 
(UWNEMN).  Cliffs will donate a total 
of $30,000 over the next three years, with 
the organization receiving contributions of 
$10,000 each year.   

“We are so grateful to Cliffs for this 
generous support of our communities through 
years of contributions to the United Way,” 
said Shelley Valentini, UWNEMN Executive 
Director.  “We are able to do the work that we 
do because of companies like Cliffs and their 
employees.  Our new building will dramatical-
ly improve our effectiveness and efficiency, 
as well as establish our programs long into 
the future.”  Cliffs’ donation, along with all 
others at the $1,000 or more level, will be 
permanently displayed on a recognition wall 
in the entrance of the building.  

UWNEMN moved into their new building 
on June 19.  However, the renovation cam-
paign is still continuing, with the organization 
needing to raise an additional $188,000.  If 
you are interested in making a contribution to 
support UWNEMN’s renovation campaign, 
please contact Shelley Valentini at 218-254-
3329 or visit www.unitedwaynemn.org. 

Pictured from left: Erin Shay, 
UWNEMN; Shelley Valentini, 
UWNEMN; Ed LaTendresse, Hibbing 
Taconite/Cleveland Cliffs; Michelle 
Lampton, UWNEMN; Elizabeth Kelly, 
UWNEMN; and Kaye Collier, UWNEMN. 
submitted photo  

Cliffs commits funding to UWNEMN’s building renovation



County 
Commissioner 
Meet the 
Candidates Forum 
at Waasa Town 
Hall on Aug. 7

WAASA TWP- Waasa 
Township is sponsoring 
a Meet the Candidates 
Forum on Tuesday, Aug. 
7 at 7 p.m. as part of their 
regular monthly township 
meeting. The township is 
expecting that St. Louis 
County Commissioner 
candidates Paul Kess, Paul 
McDonald, Bernie Mettler, 
Christine Schlotec, and 
Dan Manick will be attend-
ing. The public is cordially 
invited to attend this forum. 
The Waasa Town Hall is 
located oat 3739 Hwy. 21, 
east of Embarrass.

Ruby’s Pantry food 
distribution July 
28 in Babbitt

BABBITT- Ruby’s 
Pantry food distribu-
tion will be at Babbitt 
Municipal Center, 
71 South Drive, on 
Saturday, July 28 (4th 
Saturday of each month) 
from 10 - 11:30 a.m. $20 
cash (no checks) dona-
tion buys an abundance 
of food.

No income or resi-
dency guidelines.  Bring 
two large boxes or 
baskets. Ruby’s Pantry 
is sponsored by St. Pius 
X Catholic Church. 
Volunteers are always 
welcome.

Trunk show and 
talk by quilter 
Katie Hennagir set 
for Aug. 2 in Tower

TOWER- Vermilion 
Dream Quilters is happy 
to bring Katie Hennagir, 
the in-house designer 
of Bay Window Quilt 
Shop in Perham, to the 
Tower Civic Center 
on Thursday, Aug. 2 
at 6:30 p.m. Katie will 
present a Trunk Show 
and talk, Let’s Have Fun 
with Fabric.  She also 
currently designs fabric 
collections for Andover 
Fabrics and publishes 
her own line of quilt pat-
terns under the company 
name Katie Hennagir 
Designs. The show is 
open to the public and 
other guilds at no charge 
but please consider a free 

will donation for school 
supplies. 

Katie Hennagir has 
been crafting and sewing 
with fabric since she 
was 10 years old when 
her mom started Bay 
Window Quilt Shop in 
Perham. Over 20 years 
later, she is still an 
avid sewer and enjoys 
creating her own quilt 
designs. Katie Hennagir 
Designs is her line of 
originally designed quilt 
patterns that are avail-
able in stores nationwide. 
As a fabric designer for 
Andover Fabrics, she 
enjoys creating unique 
prints for kids of all ages. 
Katie’s inspiration comes 
from her kids and the 
world around her. She 
and her husband live 
in the beautiful lakes 
country of west central 

Minnesota with their 
three kids.

The Vermilion 
Dream Quilters is a 
guild with members 
from throughout 
the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region 
and is open to anyone 
interested in quilting 
and creative sewing. 
Members encourage and 
instruct each other and 
share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For 
more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill in 
Tower at 218-753-4600.

Pop-up art show 
fundraiser set for 
July 27-29 
in Tower

TOWER- A pop-up 
art show in July will 
showcase original art 
and artists and proceeds 

will benefit the Lake 
Vermilion Cultural 
Center in Tower. The 
art will be framed oil, 
watercolor, and pottery.  
All items will be avail-
able for purchase with 
the artist setting the 
price. The location of the 
show is 6412 Hwy. 169 
in Tower, two blocks 
south of the Y Store.  

On July 27-29 from 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m., art will 
be available to view and 
purchase for the general 
public free of charge. A 
Plein Air Demo (artist 
painting in the open air) 
will be conducted by 
artist Marie Miller on 
both Friday and Saturday 
at 2 p.m. Questions, 
contact Julie Baxley at 
JMbaxley12@gmail.com 
or call 706-581-3584.

Subscribe Today
218-753-2950Subscribe Today • 218-753-2950

Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

Serving  Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
Open Daily 6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

7632 County Road 424
Crane Lake, MN 55725
800-433-0743

www.nelsonsresort.com

Steve Johnson
on the piano

Smorgasbord
Starts June 28

until August 16
5:30 & 7:30 Seatings

John Seny-new head chef
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!
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MINNESOTA BOOKS

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower 
on Monday, Aug 6 at the Tower Civic Center from 
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10 charge for the 
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are 
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch is 
served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at 
12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the Friends 
of the Vermilion Country Charter School.  Questions, 
call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950.

Upcoming dates for 2018:
Monday, Sept. 10 (second Monday)
Monday, October 1
Monday, November 5
Monday, December 3
No bingo in January 2019

TOWER BINGO
Monday, Aug. 6

Tofte Lake Center 
presents Shapiro & 
Smith Dance

TOFTE LAKE- Tofte 
Lake Center presents Shapiro 
& Smith Dance in perfor-
mance on Friday, Aug. 
3, at 7 p.m. in The Aerie 
Performance Space at Tofte 
Lake Center. The program 
will feature favorites from 
the company’s exciting 
repertory, as well as a sneak 
preview of their latest work 
in progress.

Joanie Smith, Artistic 
Director for Shapiro & Smith 
Dance says, “You go on a 
journey with us – some of it’s 
funny; some of it’s poignant. 
There are moments that are 
tough and athletic, and then 
there’s stuff that’s subtle and 
sweet. That’s life, and that’s 
what we show on stage.”

Featured works include 
Smith’s BOLERO, a thrill-
ing and physically daring 
piece performed to Maurice 
Ravel’s iconic score. It 
celebrates teamwork, the 
fighting spirit, and the power 
of people working together.  
Shapiro & Smith Dance 
is dedicating BOLERO to 
local women on the front-
lines of community service, 
and will partner with Tofte 
Lake Center providing a 
workshop, performance 
preview and talks with the 
dance artists.

Also on the program 
are A Naked Man’s Shirt, 
a humorous negotiation 
between three men and a 
shirt; Burning Air, with text 
by the renowned playwright, 
David Greenspan, a poi-
gnant retelling of the Great 
Hinckley Fire; and a sneak 
peek at Smith’s latest work 
in progress, Stand, focusing 
on the unknown possibilities 
of a moment. Specifically, 
the moments we fall and the 
moments we rise.

“It’s that chain effect 
where one small event 
happens, which leads to 
something else that is bigger, 

which leads to something 
else that grows even bigger,” 
Smith explains. “You’re 
never sure where the story 
is going to end up, and all 
because of one tiny, little 
event that started every-
thing.” 

Tofte Lake Center cele-
brates their 10th anniversary 
with a summer series of 
performances and addition-
al workshops, all open to 
the public. Events are held 
in The Aerie Dance and 
Performance Studio at Tofte 
Lake Center, 2209 Fernberg 
Road outside of Ely.  There 
is parking near the build-
ing.  All performances are 
at 7 p.m.  A $10 donation is 
suggested. 

Free dance work-
shop on July 31 at 
Tofte Lake

TOFTE LAKE- Every 
Body Speaks Workshop 
(no-dance  exper ience 
required) will be held on 
Tuesday, July 31 from 10 – 
11:15 a.m. at the Tofte Lake 
Center Aerie Performance 
Space, 2209 Fernberg Road, 
outside of Ely. The workshop 
is free but advance registra-
tion is required (limit of 15 
participants). To reserve a 
space in the workshop, email 
toftelakecenter@gmail.com. 

This workshop, led 
by the artists of Shapiro 
& Smith Dance, looks at 
everyday movement (body 
language) and finds connec-
tions between this non-verbal 
communication and how 
dancers transform that com-
munication into movement 
for the stage. Through simple 
movement explorations, 
conversation, and a special 
preview performance, par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to discover the expressive 
power of their bodies. By 
becoming more aware of 
our physical communication 
we can enhance our ability 
to understand and connect 
with others. 

Briefs

REGIONAL- A meeting 
with family friends in November 
1967 would change how Grant 
Merritt's career in law and politics 
would play out.

In what some might call 
an ironic twist of fate, 
Merritt fought against 
the very industry his 
ancestors created with 
the discovery of iron 
ore on what became the 
Mesabi Iron Range.

In “Iron and Water”, 
Merritt details his life from 
a U.S. Air Force cadet in 
the ROTC program at the 
University of Minnesota – 
Duluth to being appointed 
as Executive Director of 
the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, all while 
setting the record straight 
on how the Mesabi Range 
was actually founded in the 
1800s – by a small group of 
lumberjacks, and not the enter-
prising Rockefeller family as 
some portray.

Merritt’s book is as much 
a history book as it is a memoir, 
tracing his family roots from 
West Duluth to Tower to their 
first mine in Mt. Iron. Northern 
Minnesota mining was in their 
blood, and after a failed business 
dealing with the Rockefeller, 
which defrauded the business in 
the late 1800s, parts of the family 
had roles in mining out west, 
and even sent family friends to 
persuade James J. Hill to expand 

the Great Northern railway to the 
Iron Range to compete with their 
former business partners.

With so much family history 
in mining on the Range, it was only 
a matter of time before another 
Merritt rose to prominence in the 
mining industry, though this time, 
it was fighting 

against 
some of its practices.

After learning about taconite 
tailing and chemical dumping 
into Lake Superior by Reserve 
Mining in Silver Bay, Merritt 
went to work reforming politi-
cal policy to better protect the 
environment from the industry 
begun by his family over a 

century earlier.
As a member of  the 

Minnesota DFL, he worked from 
the Minneapolis suburb of New 
Hope, often against his own party, 
to change how Minnesota wrote 
environmental policy, even when 

it wasn’t in the best interests 
of business.

His justification came 
from the need to benefit the 
many, not the few– includ-
ing the few DFLers who 
needed the pro-mining 
vote to survive election 
challenges– and strongly 
believed the party platform 
advocated by Merritt 
(and eventually adopted) 
would cause the party 
to lose control of their 
seats in Minnesota’s 
Arrowhead.

History has shown 
otherwise, with the 
DFL remaining a 
strong presence in 
Northeast Minnesota.

Throughout the 
book's quick, yet 
packed, 170 pages, 
Merritt weaves a 
narrative of not 
only his own life, 
but that of the 

development of mining 
and environmental policy of 
Minnesota and the Iron Range 
and the development of the state’s 
Environmental Quality Agency.

The book is available through 
the University of Minnesota 
Press.

Grant Merritt's family history of 
mining led him to lead MPCA
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor



VIRGINIA- Officials 
with ISD 2142 approved 
a new waste manage-
ment contract with AE2S 
Operations at Tuesday’s 
meeting in Virginia for 
the South Ridge and North 
Woods schools.

The contract will 
increase how much the dis-
trict spends on waste col-
lection at the two schools, 
up to $4,900 a month 
($58,800 annually) from 
the current cost of just over 

$4,200. The contract also 
included emergency fees 
of $63 per hour for working 
hour service, $96 per hour 
for after hours, and $118 
for supervisor calls during 
normal business hours.

The contract states 
Eric Appelwick, who pre-
vious worked for ISD 2142 
contractor BioMicrobics, 
will serve as the operations 
manager for the duration 
of the five-year contract 
with AE2S.

The North Dakota-
based AE2S said they have 
over two decades of expe-

rience in waste manage-
ment and water systems 
according to the contract. 
Many infrastructure proj-
ects in North Dakota’s 
Bakken Oilfield region 
were completed by the 
company. Some of those 
projects were met with 
controversy, however.

In articles published 
by local paper, the Tioga 
Tribune, in August 2016, 
city officials in Tioga, 
N.D. expressed dismay 
over work done by AE2S 
and their subcontractors 
over water systems work 

within the city.
Calls to the city attor-

ney went unreturned to 
elaborate on the prob-
lems between the city and 
AE2S. 

The vote at last night’s 
meeting passed unani-
mously with little fanfare 
and no discussion.

Other business
In other business, the 

board:
 Voted to table 

a plan to close fitness 
centers at Cherry and 
North Woods schools until 

February of next year. The 
two schools are bringing 
in far below the needed 
revenue to break even 
with operating expenses. 
Trustee Chris Koivisto 
opposed the plan to close 
the centers, and said some 
services the district offers 
should not be expected to 
make money, and should 
be considered a service to 
the community.
 Superintendent 

Reggie Engebritson pre-

sented a plan from the state 
Department of Education 
to grant up to $500,000 
dollars to individual 
schools. She said the state 
expects 500 schools to 
apply with a total of $25 
million available in funds. 
No word was given which 
schools would apply from 
St. Louis County.
 The board approved 

a plan to transport students 
in foster care to their home 
schools if the distance was 
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TOWER

Hoodoo Point celebrates 50 years of summer memories

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

TOWER- Hoodoo 
Point Campground on Lake 
Vermilion celebrated its 50th 
anniversary this past weekend 
with games, food, and good 
times. The event brought in 
nearly two hundred campers of 
all ages and from all across the 
region. The birthday bash fea-
tured a live remote by WEVE 
and music by Living Water 
Music of Hibbing.

No one is quite sure 
how Hoodoo Point got its 
name, but Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary offers a couple 
of definitions of “hoodoo” 
including “a natural column 
of rock in western North 
America often in fantastic 
form,” “a body of practices of 
sympathetic magic tradition-
al especially among African 
Americans in the southern 
U.S.,” and “something that 
brings bad luck.” Some say 
the rock formations resemble 
humans with a head or hat on 
top. 

Hoodoo Point is a popular 
fishing spot today, as it has 
been for a long time. Bois 
Forte Heritage Museum 
curator Bill Latady said that 
the area was fished by the 
Ojibwe and before them the 
Sioux.

As time went on, the sur-
rounding area saw changes 
including gold mining, lumber 
mills, and a box factory, but 
Hoodoo Point itself largely 
remained untouched with 
the exception of occasional 
fishermen and campers, said 
Andy Larson, a long-time area 
resident. 

In 1967 the city of Tower 
received a grant from the 
Department of the Interior to 
build a recreational facility, 
said city clerk/treasurer Linda 
Keith. 

“At first the campsites 
were only at the point and 
there was a building, but there 
was nothing in it, and it was 
never open,” said Carol Pratt, 
Keith’s mother, who began 
camping at Hoodoo Point in 

1970. “The point was open 
forest, much like it is now.”

Another long-time 
camper, Dwight Rasmussen, 
who has spent his summers 
at Hoodoo Point for 27 years 
now, said things haven’t 
changed much since he first 
started camping there. “It used 
to be a lot cheaper,” he said. 
He also said that there used to 
be a lot more traffic when the 
main road went through the 
campground. Around 1995 
the road was moved further 
inland, according to Keith.

Pratt shared a big fish 
story from the late 1970s. 
“Our son Bill, when he was 
ten, went fishing for the first 
time by himself. He was out 
there a long time and we 
began to wonder about him. 
Eventually he came running 
back and said, “I think I’ve 
got a big one, but I can’t get it 
out myself!” When his parents 
joined him they helped him 
reel it in. Bill had caught a 
phone cable that ran across the 
bottom of the lake. The family 
had some good laughs and 
Bill took the time to clean the 
bounty of lost lures off of the 
cable, too. 

Hoodoo Point now offers 
62 reservable campsites and 
an additional 35 seasonal sites, 
a swimming beach, fishing 
pier, boat launch, playground, 
basketball court, volleyball, 
restrooms and showers. The 
gift shop is open daily from 
around 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. with 
10 flavors of ice cream, old 
fashioned candy, souvenirs, 
clothing, firewood, and ice. 
The camping season runs from 
May 1 to Oct. 1. 

Julie Kranz and Randy 
Pratt have been managing the 
campground for the past five 
years. Julie has been a nearly 
life-long area resident. She 
has three children and nine 
grandchildren who are often 
at the campground. Randy 
has lived in the area for eight 
years and has one adult son. 
“It’s the best campground in 
the world,” said Randy Pratt. 
For reservations, call 218-753-
6868 or go online to hoodoo-
pointmn.com. 

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

COUNTY SCHOOLS

District approves waste management contracts
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

The 50th Celebration at Hoodoo Point 
Campground includes games for all ages 
and a picnic lunch.
Above: Isabelle and Savanah Noyes play 
volleyball on the beach.
Left: Julie Kranz gets the fun underway.
Below: Bentley and Dylan Crego play on 
the beach.
Bottom: Wheelbarrow races.

 
Creating a Sacred Path for Families & Future Generations 

August 29th and 30th, 2018 (8am – 4pm) 
Location: Fortune Bay Resort & Casino 

Please join us in learning from experienced presenters in their professions regarding 
Violence Against Women ACT (VAWA) 

by enhancing coordination between 
Tribal, State, & Federal jurisdiction to include VAWA Special Domestic Violence Jurisdiction 

 
Training Hosted By: 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa - Victim Services 

 
Who Should Attend? 

Judges, prosecutors, attorneys, tribal court staff, law enforcement, social workers, tribal Indian 
child welfare, victim services advocates, county officials, tribal government employees, and 

those interested in learning about Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 
 

To Register Contact:   
Suzanne (612) 205-5472 or Panda (218) 757-3295 

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                       



Live and let live.
That’s become my philosophy 

after 33 years living out here in the 
woods. 

And it’s a philosophy I had to think 
about again recently when a raccoon started 
raiding our bird feeders. Raccoons aren’t 
native to the North Country and like a 
lot of critters moving up from the south, 
their recent appearance isn’t necessarily 
welcomed by all. 

Raccoons, perhaps, pose more issues 
than most new residents of the region. They 
are remarkably good, after all, at getting 
into just about everything. Their front 
paws are amaz-
ingly dexterous, 
and they use them 
just like hands. In 
fact, I often think 
of raccoons as the 
closest thing to a 
wild primate here 
in Minnesota, 
even though they 
don’t quite have 
an  opposable 
thumb. As we 
recently learned 
from the now-fa-
mous ascent of 
the 25-story UBS 
Building in St. Paul by what appeared to 
a raccoon ninja, their ability to climb is 
practically a superpower. While my feeder 
protection system can easily keep out the 
red squirrels, it has proven no match for 
our masked interloper. 

There was a time in my life when a 
raider like this might have been greeted 
with a taste of hot lead. Over the years, I 
occasionally went on the warpath against 
a too-clever red squirrel, hoping that his 
tricks for getting into the feeders wouldn’t 
spread to the general population. The trusty 
.22 used to get a fair amount of use as a 
result.

But I guess I’ve mellowed in recent 

years. I’ve decided it’s really just a matter 
of attitude adjustment, and since then I’ve 
realized that the antics of the red squirrels 
are every bit as entertaining as the parade 
of feathered friends that visit each day. 

Besides, it was apparent that our latest 
feeder raider is a mom, although we’ve yet 
to see her with young ones. But momma 
raccoons generally leave their young ones 
hidden in a safe place while they go out 
to eat. And if you’ve ever seen a litter of 
young raccoons, well you probably know 
why we wouldn’t want to leave them 
without a mother.

Once they get a bit older, they should 
start trailing along with her. Which means 
we could come home one day soon to find 
a whole family of raccoons staring at us 
from the bird feeder. 

Our new dog, Loki, who might be 
expected to keep such raiders at bay, has 
shown little interest in the raccoon. I’ve 
pointed it out to him more than once. He 
watches it with some interest and, once, 
even growled for a second before deciding 
to take a nap.

It’s probably for the best, since 
raccoons can be pretty tough customers 
in a fight. Our late dog, Penny, a beefy, 
90-pound Rhodesian Ridgeback mixed 
with a little pit bull, once tangled with a 
good-sized raccoon. As the dog caught 
up to the animal, I assumed the raccoon 
wasn’t long for this world. Penny was built 
like a tank and had jaws like a vise and 
she pounced on that raccoon in full attack 
mode. The fur was flying and the shrieking 
was blood-curdling as I ran up to them, 

but before I got there, Penny was yelping 
and the raccoon had sunk his teeth into her 
upper lip and was hanging on for dear life.

As I approached the fracas, I had no 
idea how I was going to free the dog from 
its predicament, but fortunately the raccoon 
let go and waddled off into heavy cover. 
Penny didn’t need any coaxing to stay 
put. She had clearly had enough. And this 
was a dog that had no trouble chasing off 
timber wolves.

Loki, a lean, 50-pound “free to good 
home” mutt, would do best to steer clear.

Raccoons are still pretty uncommon 
in our area, although their population 
certainly appears to be increasing. Severe 
winters were once the limiting factor for 
the species here, but the rapid warming 
of our winters, along with deer feeding, 
have undoubtedly helped them to survive. 
Raccoons don’t hibernate, which means 
they can’t just sleep through the winter like 
bears, chipmunks, and a number of other 
mammals do. But the relative lack of food 
in winter poses a challenge for raccoons 

GETTING KIDS OUTDOORS

Learning to live and let live
NEW NEIGHBORS
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Take-A-Kid Fishing event generates plenty of smiles

Attitude adjustment helps when faced with masked raider

 Fishing reports

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

INDIAN PIPE

This ghostly plant may not 
seem like a wildflower at all, 
but Indian Pipe, Monotropa 
uniflora, is, in fact, a regular 
bloomer this time of year. The 
plant appears so ghostly because 
it lacks chlorophyll, which gives 
most plants their greenish hue. 
Unlike most plants, the Indian 
Pipe derives its sustenance from 
decaying vegetation, rather than 
sunlight. While it can be found 
growing almost anywhere in our 
region, it seems to do best in deep 
shade, where it is not hampered 
by the lack of light. 

The plant’s nodding flowers, 
if tipped upside down, look like a 
pipe, hence the plant’s name. It’s 
a member of the Pyrola family.

 

Fishing and fun...

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Left:
Some 
of the 
participants 
in last week’s 
Take-A-Kid
Fishing event 
display their 
catches. 
Pictured 
are (l-r) 
Dakota 
Jerde, Ian 
Rasmussen, 
Alex Woitalla, 
and Quincy 
Sandberg.
S. Ukkola

Above: A raccoon warily eyes a 
photographer sitting inside the 
house, not more than 15 feet away.
photos by M. Helmberger

Right: Raccoons are more agile 
than their appearance might 
suggest. 

See RACCOONS...pg. 9B

Kab-Nam area

LAKE VERMILION— The 
sale of fishing licenses in Minnesota 
is down nearly five percent this 
year, part of a long-term trend that 
members of the Lake Vermilion 
Guides League would like to 
reverse. Their ninth annual Take-
A-Kid Fishing event, held this past 
Wednesday, is part of that effort, 
and it serves as a reminder to kids 
and parents that a day spent on the 

water is sure to generate plenty of 
smiles.

“We want to interest them, so 
they can hopefully encourage their 
parents to take them out again,” said 
Bakken. “It’s hard to get those kids 
away from their iPads, and phones 
and computers.”

Putting on such an event for 
100 kids is a big undertaking, with 
nearly 80 volunteers, including 
nearly 50 boat hosts, each of whom 

See FISHING...pg. 9B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Fishing takes a back seat 
as we head into the dog days of 
summer.

The fish are there but most 
are focusing their attention on 
more summerlike activities.  The 
berry season is in full swing and 
with a bumper blueberry crop on 
hand you don’t have to go far to 
find a sea of blue on the ground. 
Find any well drained rocky area 
with good sun exposure and you 
are sure to find some.  

Walleyes are scattered as 
they have transitioned to the 
edges of reefs in larger numbers.  
With the mayfly hatch now 
behind us, they are searching 
in deeper water for forage and 
a little more difficult to predict.  
When the wind is blowing still 
work the windblown weed edges 
and shorelines.  On Kab, a lindy 
and leech or crawler is working 
well and down towards Namakan 
minnows seem to be the preferred 
bait on most days.  We were still 
catching fish quite consistently 
with a jig and minnow late last 
week.  Being mobile is key. Move 
until you find fish that are willing 
to take what you are offering but 
don’t hesitate to switch up your 
presentation until something 
works.  Check depths all over the 
scale from 8 ft.-30 ft.  Give Lost 
Bay and the mid-lake reefs a try 
as the reports from those areas 
have been positive.

Courtesy Gateway General 
Store, Lake Kabetogama



  TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                                      July 27, 2018    9B

 Fishing reports

FISHING...Continued from page 8B

 Outdoors briefly

RACCOONS...Continued from page 8B
and they are known to become very 
inactive for extended periods during 
the height of winter, often holing up 
in a hollow tree or underground den. 

Raccoons are considered to 
be highly intelligent, particularly 
in manipulating things with their 
hand-like claws. In one early study, 
raccoons demonstrated the ability 
to quickly figure out how to open a 
wide range of complex locks and can 
distinguish different symbols. They 
are also known to have excellent 
memories and have demonstrated 
that they can remember how to solve 

complicated problems as much as 
three years later. They have a similar 
density of neurons in their cerebral 
cortex to many primates and are 
believed to be the equal to monkeys 
in terms of problem-solving ability. 

The most notable behavior of a 
raccoon is their tendency to “wash” 
their food with their hands, although 
it’s pretty clear this is not done out of 
a desire for good hygiene. Raccoons 
have a highly-developed sense of 
touch, which they use to examine 
the food they eat, and it’s believed 
that water can intensify their touch 

sense by softening their front paws. 
Even when munching sunflow-

er seeds in our feeder, the momma 
raccoon uses her front paws to 
handle the sunflower seeds before 
stuffing them into her mouth. While 
I know some folks will dispatch a 
raccoon that shows up in their yard, 
I’m happy for the chance to watch 
more and learn more about one of 
our more recent North Country res-
idents. At least here on the ridge on 
the edge of the Lost Lake Swamp, 
we live and let live. 

took a couple kids out for 
a few hours of afternoon 
fishing. Most of the nearly 
100 kids who took part 
caught fish, and some 
caught trophies, including 
a 27-inch and a 25-inch 
walleye.

“It went really well,” 
said Phil Bakken, a Lake 
Vermilion guide and one of 
the event’s principal orga-
nizers. “The volunteers 
were great and the fish fry 
was popular as usual. The 
fish went faster than the hot 
dogs,” he said.

Nobody went home 
empty-handed. Even those 
who didn’t manage to catch 
fish went home with a new 
T-shirt, a rod and reel, and 
their own tackle box.

In addition to the vol-
unteers, representatives of 
the 1854 Treaty Authority 
were on hand to talk about 
fisheries management 
and the University of 
Minnesota Extension had 
a booth highlighting the 
threat from aquatic inva-
sive species. 

M a j o r  s p o n s o r s 
include the Lake Vermilion 
Guides League, which 
organizes the event, along 
with Fortune Bay Resort 
Casino, which puts on the 
fish fry. The Vermilion 
Lake Association, the 
Lake Vermilion Resort 
Association, and the Cook 
Lions were all major con-
tributors of resources and 
volunteers. 

The walleye fishing on 
Lake Vermilion continues 
to be good on both ends 
of the lake. An abundance 
of perch fry on the west 
end of the lake are pro-
viding plenty of food for 
the larger walleyes and 
they are feeding aggres-
sively. These schools of 
perch are easy to find on 
your electronics and are 
definite spots where big 
walleyes are nearby.  Most 
of the walleyes are in 
the slot, but it makes for 
a fun day on the water. 
The east end walleye bite 
is sporadic but once a 

school of walleye are 
found they are generally 
willing to bite. The size 
is a little on the smaller 
side but there is plenty of 
action to be had. Depths 
from 20 to 26 feet are best. 
Muskie fishing continues 
to be good to great with 
many big fish willing to 
show themselves in the 
shallow rocks. Buck tails 
have been working best, 
but almost any bait can 
work so don’t be afraid to 
mix it up. With the warm 
water temps it is best to 
unhook them boat-side and 
cut the hooks for a quicker 
release when necessary.

Lake Vermilion

ORR—An open house to 
discuss the water quality of Myrtle 
Lake, near Orr, will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 3 from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. at the Orr Community Center 
(formerly the American Legion).  

Come and learn about the water 
quality status of the lake plus past 
and present monitoring efforts. 
The public is invited to share its 
local knowledge of the lake and get 
involved in efforts to improve water 
quality in the lake. 

The event is hosted by the 

North Saint Louis Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD).

Myrtle Lake is currently on 
the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency’s 2018 Draft Impaired 
Waters List. The lake may be 
listed impaired because it may be 
unsuitable for recreational uses such 
as swimming and boating during 
certain times of the year. This is 
due to high levels of nutrients such 
as phosphorus and nuisance algae 
blooms.  

At the open house an MPCA 
project manager will give a presen-
tation about Myrtle Lake at 5 p.m. 
Staff from the MPCA and SWCD 
will be available before and after 
the presentation. Light refreshments 

will be provided.  
For  more  in format ion , 

please contact North St. Louis 
SWCD, Becca Reiss, Community 
Conservationist at 218-471-7288 
or becca@nslswcd.org

Myrtle Lake is a part of 
the Vermilion River watershed, 
which is currently being monitored 
through the Watershed Restoration 
and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) 
Process. The WRAPS process is 
a rotating 10-year cycle used by 
the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA), tribal, state, 
and local partners to restore and 
protect Minnesota’s rivers, lakes, 
and wetlands. 

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com

2004 GMC Sierra 1500

Crew Cab, 20” Wheels,
Spray-in Liner, Running Boards,

4x4, Loaded!

$40,059

2011 Dodge Charger
Clean Car, V6

$5,995

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2018 Silverado LT

#2218C Cajun Red

4x4, Great Workhorse,

$4,995

2001 Chevy Silverado 1500

4x4, Leather

HURRY...OFFER ENDS 7/31/18

MSRP $52,810

#8641U Blue

#811U White

#9085U Gold

$6,995

YOU
PAY

2005 Chevy Suburban

$6,995
LT, 4x4, Leather, DVD

#7895U Black

MUST FINANCE WITH
GM FINANCIAL

STOP IN DURING BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL.... This Fri.-Sun!

Virginia HHW Facility 
at the Regional Landfill 

5345 Regional Landfill Road 
Virginia, MN  55792 

(218) 741-8831 
Year round hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays & Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Hibbing HHW Facility 
at the Hibbing Transfer Station 

3994 Landfill Road 
Hibbing, MN 55746 

(218) 362-5922 
 Year round hours of Operation: 

Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bring them in to the  
St. Louis County Household 
Hazardous Waste Facility  
or a local collection near you! 
August 2018 
 

More info at www.stlouiscountymn.gov/hw 

Wed. August 1st 
10 am—1 pm 

French Canister Site 
(Side Lake) 

7150 Greenrock Rd. 
Side Lake 

Wed. August 8th 
10 am—1 pm 

Kabetogama Canister 
Site 

10280 Gamma Rd, 
Ray 

Thurs. August 23rd 
10 am—2 pm 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

Cook 

Thurs. August 30th 
10 am—2 pm 

Northwoods Transfer 
Station 

9384 Hwy 21N, 
Ely 

 Please vote PAUL McDONALD 
on or before August 14th. 

If you can’t make it to the polls on August 14th, here is the link to request an absentee ballot. 
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/

“I am very proud to announce and 
am humbled by the endorsement 
from the United Steel Workers Lo-
cal 1938.” ~ Paul McDonald

Vote Paul McDonald for 
St. Louis County Commissioner, 
representing the Fourth District 

as a LABOR ENDORSED and
 PRO-MINING CANDIDATE. 

• Native of Chisholm, MN, and a long time Ely resident. 
• For past 28 years, a faculty member, basketball coach, and 
athletic director at Vermilion Community College, as well as 
an active part of the Ely community.
• I stand by the St. Louis County Mission Statement:  
Supporting an environment where communities prosper.

Prepared and paid for by the McDonald for Commissioner Committee

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Myrtle Lake water 
quality subject of 
Orr open house

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

72   50 73  52 75  53 78   5576  53
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

07/16     77     51    0.00      
07/17     72     42    0.00      
07/18     74     42    0.00      
07/19     81     44    0.00      
07/20     81     51    0.85      
07/21     75     57    0.21      
07/22     77     50    0.00    
Totals      12.22                       

07/16     72     55    0.01      
07/17     73     48    0.00      
07/18     81     50    0.00      
07/19     79     57    0.00      
07/20     79     61    0.00      
07/21     73     61    0.00      
07/22     79     52    0.00                                               
Totals        NA       NA   

07/16     75     56    0.02      
07/17     70     52    0.00      
07/18     74     52    0.00      
07/19     81     55    0.00      
07/20     78     60    0.52      
07/21     75     61    0.59      
07/22     74     57    0.00    
Totals      20.73   .

07/16     77     46    0.00      
07/17     72     43    0.00      
07/18     75     45    0.00      
07/19     81     48    0.00      
07/20     82     55    0.50      
07/21     78     59    0.49      
07/22     78     54    0.00      
Totals      12.41      

07/16     75     52    0.00      
07/17     70     43    0.00      
07/18     74     44    0.00      
07/19     81     50    0.00      
07/20     75     56    0.58      
07/21     76     50    0.35      
07/22     76     55    0.00           
Totals      15.23     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
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SubScribe Today

218-753-2950
Timberjay.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Special 
Education Teacher, Special 
Education Paraprofessional, 

and Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/
employment

Or email 
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

218-753-1246  
www.vermilioncountry.org

1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

Bailiff - Court 
Security (Hibbing & Virginia)

Apply by 8/02/18 

Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic

Apply by 8/01/18

Principal/Senior Engineer
Apply by 8/3/18

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  7/27

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
ELECTION FILING NOTICE

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the 
Town Clerk at her home from Tuesday, July 
31, 2018, until Tuesday, August 14, 2018, 

at 5 p.m., for the offices of:

SUPERVISOR SEAT C – 4 YEAR TERM

TREASURER – 4 YEAR TERM

Filing fee: $2.00
Please contact the clerk at 218-753-3314 or 

218-750-0337 to set up an appointment.

The last day to file is Tuesday, August 14, 
2018, at 5 p.m. The office will be open for 

filings on August 14 from 1 - 5 p.m.

Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay July 20 & 27, 2018

FILING NOTICE
EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP
Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the 
Town Clerk during regular office hours at the 
Town Hall from July 31 - August 14, 2018 for 
the offices of:

Township Treasurer- 4-year term
Supervisor A- 4-year term

  Supervisor D- 4-year term
  Supervisor E- 4-year term

Filing fee is $2.00

Filing Period for township offices is July 31, 
2018-August 14, 2018 until 5:00 p.m. for the 
November 6 General Election.

The Clerk’s office will also be open for candi-
date filings on:
Tuesday, July 31 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 2 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 7 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 9 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, August 14

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 20 & 27, 
and Aug. 3 2018

Find It
Here

218-753-2950

FIELD TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC ACCURACY 

TESTING
The Field Town Board will con-
duct a Public Accuracy Test of 
its M-100 Voting Machine on 
Monday, August 6, 2018, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Field Town 
Hall.

The regular meeting of the 
Field Town Board will be held 
on Tuesday, August 21, at 7 
p.m. at the Field Town Hall.

Pat Chapman, Town Clerk
Published in the Timberjay, 

July 27, 2018

FIELD TOWNSHIP 
PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE

The Polls at Field Town Hall, 1627 Highway 
25, will be open from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018.

Pat Chapman, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 27, 2018

EAGLES NEST 
TOWNSHIP 

PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE

The Polls at Eagles Nest Town Hall will be 
open from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 14, 2018, for the Primary Election. 
Eagles Nest Town Hall is located at 1552 
Bear Head State Park Rd.

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 27, and Aug. 10, 2018

CITY OF ORR
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

Notice is hereby given that the City of Orr will 
conduct a public accuracy test as required 
by law to test the AutoMark Assistive Voting 
Device.

Wednesday, August 8, 2018, at 9:00 A.M. at 
Orr City Hall, 4429 Hwy 53, Orr, MN  55771.

Cheri Carter, Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay, July 27, 2018

CALL FOR PROPANE BIDS
CITY OF ORR 2018-19 HEATING SEASON

The City of Orr is calling for sealed bids on a contract price 
for 13,000 gallons of propane for the upcoming heating 
season September 1, 2018, through May 31, 2019.  Cost 
per gallon should reflect any additional fees or charges. 

Please submit your bid to the City of Orr, PO Box 237, 
4429 Hwy 53, Orr, MN 55771.  Sealed bids must be 
received no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, August 9, 
2018, to be considered at the Orr City Council Meeting 
on August 13, 2018, at 7:00 PM at the Orr City Hall, 4429 
Hwy 53, Orr, MN.

Cheri Carter, Clerk/Treasurer
(218) 757-3288

Published in the Timberjay, July 27 & Aug. 3, 2018

ORR EDA 2017 ANNUAL REPORTING FORM - TIF 1-1

Additional information regarding this district may be obtained from: Cheri Carter, 
PO Box 237, Orr, MN 55771. 218-757-3288. orrmn@centurytel.net

Published in the Timberjay, July 27, 2018

THE GREENWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LIKE TO REMIND ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

TO PLEASE KEEP YOUR FIRE NUMBERS VISIBLE

TO CORRECT ANY PROBLEMS

❖ IF THE SIGNS ARE FADED – PLEASE APPLY FOR A NEW ONE*

❖ IF THE SIGNS ARE NOT VISIBLE BECAUSE OF BRUSH –
PLEASE CLEAR OUT THE BRUSH

❖ PLEASE PLACE THE SIGNS PERPENDICULAR TO THE 
ROAD – THE SIGN WILL THEN BE SEEN BY FIRE TRUCKS

 
❖ REMEMBER SAFETY FIRST - EVERYONE WANTS THE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TO BE ON SCENE – AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE AND VISIBLE SIGNS DO HELP

  
* NEW SIGNS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 

GREENWOOD TOWN HALL (218-753-2231)  8/3
Full-Time Customer Service 

Representative

22-23/C

Como Oil & Propane; A Thompson Gas Company is seeking 
a full time Customer Service Representative.
Must have excellent communication skills and computer 
experience.
Competitive wage and compensation package, 401K & 
Health Insurance.

Send resume to Como Oil and Propane.  
6403 Highway 169, Tower, MN 55790 Or 
email resume to: ljaniksela@comolp.com. 

Equal Opportunity Employer 8/3



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family 
Group is a community-based 
mutual support program for the 
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open 
to anyone affected by someone 
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts an 
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME HELP NEEDED 
AT ZUP’S GROCERY IN 
TOWER- Flexible hours, many 
positions available. Apply in 
person at Zup’s Grocery in 
Tower, 218-753-2725.  7/27

DOCK/YARD PERSON- Pike 
Bay Lodge on Lake Vermilion, 
Tower, is looking for full-time 
summer help. Yard work/dock 
service/maintenance.  Call 218-
753-2430.  tfn 

ELY SUBWAY- NOW HIRING 
all shifts- FT, PT, seasonal, 
year-round. If you are friendly 
and like to keep busy, apply at 
our store or online at subway.
com.  tfn

NOW HIRING FULL-TIME AND 
PART-TIME LINE COOKS 
at the Vermilion Club, Lake 
Vermilion, Tower. Competitive 
wages and summer bonus. 
Apply in person or email 
Talmiko@yahoo.com.  7/27

PERSONALS
FIT COLORADO MAN seeks 
fit canoeing woman as life part-
ner. Call Paul, 234-214-7332 
or email ptboof@yahoo.com.  
7/27p

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOUSE 
CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING WORK 
WANTED- Housekeeper 
with 20+ years experience. 
Excellent references. Free 
estimates. Call 218-410-4017.  
7/27p

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

RENTAL 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A 2-3 BR 
HOUSE TO RENT in Tower-
Soudan area. Pet-friendly. 
Professional couple. Good ref-
erences. 218-820-3513.  8/3p

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 8/28v

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing
Gifts • Boat Accessories

Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724 See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)

MUSIC IN     
THE PARK

Free family-friendly concerts 
are held from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
the gazebo in downtown Cook 
every Wednesday from June 
13-Aug. 29. This activity is 
made possible by Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts, Cook 
VFW Post 1157, Cook Lions 
Club, The Timberwolves 
Snowmobile Club, and com-
munity donations.
T H I S  W E E K ’ S 
PERFORMERS!
August 1-The Hutter Bunch- 
a collection of classic country 
and Americana

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

MOVING SALE
2006 15HP 2-STROKE 
JOHNSON OUTBOARD- 
-$650; Misc. Household items; 
tools, fishing; 2001 Chevy 
Pickup $2,500 OBO; 4-draw-
4er HON file cabinet- $75; 
Vision 7100 Elliptical- $500. 
Call 1-251-504-9542, Lake 
Vermilion, Tower. 8/3p

CHILD CARE 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A CHILD 
CAREGIVER for a year-old 
child in Tower-Soudan area. 1-2 
days/week, beginning in the fall. 
Pay negotiable. Please email 
editor@timberjay.com, put 
Childcare in the heading, with 
your contact information in the 
text of the email, or stop by the 
Timberjay office in Tower.  8/3

GARAGE SALE
VIRGINIA (PERRAULT’S) 
HUGE SALE! Wed. - Sat., 
Aug. 8-11, 7:30 a.m. - ?. 302 
Fourth St. S, 2 blocks from 
Garden Bowling Lanes. Purses, 
furniture, plus-size clothes 
(like new), lotza bric-a-brac. 
Something for everyone!  8/3p
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven

history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950
timberjay.com

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

REBATE Form

$10 $10

REBATE on 
Supreme per gal.
$35 per 5-gal. container

REBATE on
Pristine &
Medallion per gal.
$40 per 5-gal.
container 

July 22 - August 5

REBATE
on Cabot

Exterior Stain
& Timber Oil

ALL CABOT® 

EXTERIOR STAIN 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Get $10 back 
per gallon,

$40 back per 
5-gallon.

Valid on submissions postmarked
on or before September 5, 2018.

Maximum rebate $80.
See coupon for complete details.

$7

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-
Offer valid on purchases with dated 

sales receipt July 22-August 5, 2018.  
MONEY BACK BY MAIL-Offer 

valid on purchases with dated sales receipt 
between July 22-August 5, 2018.

Valid on submissions postmarked on or 
before September 5, 2018. Limit $80.

See rebate coupon for details. 

$10 MAIL IN

Pristine

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#135182 - ANGORA Quality country home/hobby farm with 
200 acres, outbuildings, hay fields, wooded acreage with 
hunting / ATV trails, gravel pit. $595,000

#133153 - LAKE VERMILION Norwegian Bay lot has 
approx. 220 ft lakeshore and 2.3 acres. Southern exposure, 
mix of tree cover w/rocky shoreline. $225,000

#134298 - RURAL COOK  2 BR, 1 BA home on 120 acres.  
Wood interior, large living area, gas fireplace. Pond and 
creek. Solar powered. End of road seclusion. $279,000

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Cook-$25,000  20 wooded acres on the corner of 
Hwy 22 and Hwy 5.  MLS#134658
Greaney-$49,950  46.04 wooded acres of hunting or 
buildable recreational land located near the Littlefork River.  
MLS#135071
Orr-$12,500  13.27 wooded acres near Elbow Lake.                                                                        
MLS#135048
Cook-$27,000  20 wooded acres adjacent to state land.                                                                   
MLS#135118
 

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!


 
 
 
 
 












SOLUTIONS TO YOUR POWER NEEDS
Remote cabin solar systems, grid tied 
application, battery storage systems

for power disruption solutions,
landscape lighting, security lights,

shed solar lights and more 
Email us today for your free energy solutions •Tax credits apply

northernsolarlight@gmail.com

See Us
at the

St. Louis
County

Fair!


