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ABC sponsored golf 
tournament to be 
held this Saturday

The 4-person best ball tournament 
will take place this Saturday, June 28 
at Country Greens Golf Course and 
there is still time to participate. Either 
pre-register at the golf course or show 
up at 9:30 Saturday morning to get 
registered for the 10:00 a.m. shot gun 
start. Different games will be held at 
various holes to make the day a fun 
event. 

The event is being hosted by the 
Armstrong Betterment Club. Rain 
date will be Sunday, June 29.

The cost is $150 per team for 18 
holes of golf and carts are available to 
rent for $30. There will be a Bloody 
Mary Bar and  Maidrites and chips  
will be available to purchase for 
lunch.

Come have fun while supporting 
the ABC, who provides events and 
supports the community of Armstrong.

Patent Pending 
Players present 
Princess Who?

With permission from Pioneer 
Drama Service, Inc., Patent Pending 
Players will be presenting their 
children’s play Princess Who?, a 
play under the direction of Natalie 
Henriksen.

The play will be presented 
on Tuesday, July 1 at 7:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, July 2 at 7:00 p.m., a 

matinee performance on Thursday, 
July 3 at 4:00 p.m., and a 7:00 p.m. 
performance on Thursday evening.

Tickets are available from cast 
members or by calling (515) 320-
2226. Text or leave a message. 
Tickets may be purchased at the door 
but are subject to availability.

The play is performed at the 
Community Hall at the intersection 
of Highway 9 and P20 between Swea 
City and Armstrong, Iowa.

New Banners will be in place before  
RAGBRAI arrives in Armstrong

New banners have been ordered for the main street of Armstrong. Banner 
replacement is a project of the Armstrong Betterment Club and donations are 
being accepted for this project. Cost of each banner is $61 and an additional 16 
bracket sets were ordered at a cost of $72. Enough banners have been ordered 
for all light poles on main street. 

There are three ways to make a donation for this project!
• Drop a check or cash off at Bank Midwest
• Mail a check to ABC, PO Box 241, Armstrong, IA 50514. Be sure to note 

it is for the banners.
• Submit a payment online - https://givebutter.com/armstrong-betterment-

club. Please sure to note it is for the banners. 
The ABC appreciates the continued support in keeping Armstrong beautiful!

By Kim Meyer

North Union High School Principal 
Robert Zotz updated the school board 
on a few happenings taking place 
during their June 16th board meeting.

Mr. Zotz stated that the new weight 
room is being utilized daily by their 
athletes and coaches for their summer 
programs.

The boys program runs from 
7:30 - 9:00 a.m. Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday with weights and on 
Wednesdays they do agility and speed 
training. The average participation for 
the boys each session is 35.

The girls program runs from 9:00 - 
11:00 a.m. with weights on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  Average 
participation for the girls is 25 each 
session.

Mr. Zotz noted that main the 
football and boys/girls basketball 
coaches are supervising at this time.  
All the kids are enrolled in the team 
building application that is an online 
and strengthening application.

During the school year, the infused 
weights will be incorporated into the 
PE program.  The “traditional” PE 
rotates with weights every other day 
for a 1/2 credit per semester.

On the other days, the students who 
attend both, they will receive 1 full 
credit.

If you have had a chance to walk 
through the hallways of the high 
school, you will know canvas prints 
hanging on the walls.  This project was 
made possible through a grant from 
the Palo Alto Gaming Development 
Corporation.  Mr. Zotz noted that he 
has received good feedback about the 
prints.  

Currently, the school has purchased 
18 canvasses so far all sports and 
extra curricular activities.

On the education side of update, 
Mr.  Zotz presented the board with the 
2025 ISASP Results which showed 
growth for the three classes (freshmen, 
sophomore and junior classes) who 
took the tests.

Growth was seen in math and 
English which is a positive note for 
the school.  Mr. Zotz is excited to 
see how NU will rank against other 
schools and the state average.

Superintendent Travis Schueller 
stated that the asbestos removal 
has been completed and the new 
flooring in the nurses office, handicap 
bathroom, the seasons room and other 
areas will be completed soon.

He also noted that the roof in 
Fenton has been fixed.  There is not 
a big list of maintenance issues to be 
fixed this summer.

The board approved the hiring of 
head girls basketball coach Loren 
Looft, and  Mattie Hall as co-director 
of the musical to be held this fall.

They also approved the contracts 
for Robert Zotz, high school principal 
and Katie Black from the 2025-2027 
school years.  Erin Rogers contract 
for the 2025-26 school year was 
approved.

Approved was the second reading 
of Board Policy 900 series, District 
Career and Academic Plan and the 
resolution to participate in the Storm 
Protection Fund.

The operational sharing with North 
Kossuth of Beth Borchardt as school 
social worker was approved.

The next school board meeting is 
tentatively set for Monday, July 21. 

Armstrong Gears Up for
Parade, Entertainment, and 
Fireworks Spectacular

From first light to fireworks, 
Armstrong’s July 4th celebration is 
packed with activities designed to 
delight children of all ages. Whether 
they're racing, riding, or getting 
soaked in suds, there’s no shortage of 
fun for the youngest members of the 
community.

The festivities start off on Thursday 
night with the crowning of the Little 
Miss 4th of July, Jr. Miss Armstrong 
and Miss Armstrong. The event 
will take place at the Armstrong 
Community Center at 6:00 p.m.

July 4th kicks off bright and early 
with a 5K fun run/walk beginning at 
the high school track. This is a fun 
event with no winners, just a great 
time to get together and exercise.

The VFW Track & Field Events will 
begin at 8:00 a.m. at the high school 
track. Preschool through sixth-grade 
kids can sprint under the guidance of 
Armstrong’s VFW Post #5232. At the 
same time, aspiring athletes can head 
to the football field for the Punt, Pass 
& Kick competition, hosted by the 
North Union football team.

Gather your team for the 3 on 3 
basketball tournament that will be 
held behind the library, beginning at 
9:30 a.m.

From there, the energy keeps 
building. At 10:00 a.m., Soap Box 
Derby Races will roar down Nursing 
Home Hill, while kids can test their 
pedaling skills at Big Wheel Races at 
11:00 a.m. on the west side of the city 
park.

Little train enthusiasts won’t want 
to miss Stevens Express Train Rides 
running from 10:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
and again from 2:00–3:30 p.m. on 
4th Avenue. And after the parade 
wraps up around 2:00 p.m., the fun 
continues:

• Free swimming at the Armstrong 
City Pool

• A juicy Watermelon Feed in the 
park, sponsored by The Garage

• The Kids Pedal Tractor Pull at the 
west side of the park

• A wild Foam Party from 2:30–
4:00 p.m. in the City Park

And for those with a splashy streak, 
the Firemen’s Water Fight at 3:30 
p.m. promises a soaking good time 
(registration at 2:30)

From start to finish, Armstrong's 
July 4th celebration is a kid-friendly 
adventure that proves small-town 
charm still delivers the biggest fun.

Armstrong's annual Fourth of 
July festivities promise a full day 
of entertainment, culminating in 
an unforgettable fireworks show 
lighting up the summer night sky.

The day will get started with the 
annual 7:00 a.m. Ecumenical Church 
Service at the City Park. Bring your 
own lawn chair and enjoy the service 
, everyone is welcome.

The Classic, Custom, Car, Tractor, 
Motorcycle, Truck show will be held 
at the Catholic Church parking lot. 
Registration time is 9:00-12:30; with 
awards being presented at 2:30 p.m.  

Again this year will be the ongoing 
Vendor Show on the west side of the 
park area from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., perfect for browsing unique 
crafts and local goodies.

The heart of the day’s celebration 
is the 1:00 p.m. parade, featuring a 
lively procession of floats, classic 
cars, tractors, and community 
groups. The parade begins and ends 
at the football field, weaving down 
main street with patriotic pride and 
small-town spirit.

Immediately after the parade, 

attendees can enjoy a wide array of 
activities and entertainment in the 
city park and surrounding areas. 
Highlights include:

• Live music by Steve Lang near 
the park

• Free swimming at the city pool 
for a refreshing cool down

• Raffle Ticket Drawing will be 
held

The fun continues into the evening 
with a performance by the band 
‘Hold On’ from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. at 
The Garage, setting the perfect tone 
for a festive summer night.

And of course, no Independence 
Day is complete without fireworks. 
At 10:00 p.m., the Armstrong Fire 
Department will launch a spectacular 
fireworks display north of town — a 
breathtaking finale to a full day of 
celebration.

From sunrise events to sunset 
sparkles, Armstrong's Fourth of 
July celebration is set to be a day to 
remember.

NU School Board 
hears updates from 
high school principal

A Full Day of Fun for Kids this 
Fourth of July in Armstrong

For advertising send email to:  
ads@armstrongjournal.com

The Arts Way sign had a transformation last week with the placement of their new logo. The work was done by First 
Class Signs out of Ames, Iowa.

A car and bike show hosted by The Garage in Armstrong filled the main street with some beautiful vehicles.  This is 
the second car show of the summer for The Garage and it draws people from as far as 50 miles away.

Bubbles Galore
The summer reading program kicked off last Friday for the Armstrong 
Public Library with a foam party for the kids.  Youngsters from the area 
enjoyed immersing themselves in a bath of bubbles jetting from a bubble 
machine along with party music. The Library will be holding their next 
program this Friday where the ids will learn about frogs.  The programs 
start at 10:00 a.m. and are free. All are welcome!

Hailey Cole enjoyed the bubbles 
along with many other kids during 
the Armstrong Public Library’s 
summer reading program kick-off 
last Friday.

As I type this column, we still have 
yet to have a fire in the new fire pit I 
slaved away at. The rain every other 
day has made the fire wood damp and 
kept us away from enjoying it. This 
week isn’t looking much better. With 
the forecast calling for rain a few 
days in a row, I doubt we will get to 
enjoy a fire for a while. 

The rain has also put a damper 
on the t-ball season so far. We have 
yet to cancel games but we have had 
about four nights of questioning the 
fields condition and lighting in the 
sky. We have been lucky enough to 
get through games but we have had a 
lot of teams cancel practice because 
the weather hasn’t been favorable. 
With that being said, games for to-
day, Wednesday, June 25, are looking 
slim. As I type, there is a 99% chance 
of rain and 98% on Thursday. Hope-
fully we can still get games in but 
there could be a chance we have to 
cancel this weeks boys games. 

If games do not get canceled, 
please come and enjoy some burgers 
and pork patties as the special for to-
nights games. The burgers and pork 
patties are from the Armstrong Lock-
er which are pretty darn good. I am 
hoping that the rain holds off enough 
for games to continue. Please watch 
our Facebook page or for a message 
from the coaches on the games. 

Last week Spencer and I got one 
line chalked in when we got a 1/4 
of an inch in about 15 minutes. The 
field was completely flooded. Dan 
Giddings showed up to help us get 
prepared. We ended up getting games 
in because the field soaked almost 
everything up and the storms head-
ed away from Armstrong. The three 
of us rushed to finish the field while 
people were showing up. Hopefully 
this week will be the same. 

***

If you haven’t signed up for the 
Armstrong Betterment Club golf 
tournament for this coming Saturday, 
be sure to get a hold of Lacy Mar-
tens and get signed up. This is the 
first tournament the ABC has done 
and they are hoping to make this a 
reoccurring tournament each year. 
The tournament is a four person best 
ball match with 18 holes of fun. I am 
looking forward to golfing in it. It’s 
not too late to get your team signed 
up so make the call as soon as pos-
sible!

***

The Armstrong Heritage Museum 
will be open during RAGBRAI at the 
end of July. We are excited to share 
our towns history with thousands of 
people not familiar with Armstrong. 

***

Sneaking up on us quickly is 
the Fourth of July. I have my three 
wheeled cop car just about ready to 
go. By that I mean I have started it to 
make sure it still runs. Now I need to 
take it home and clean it up and do 
a few practice runs on our dead end 
road. Something the boys love do-
ing each year. Hopefully the weather 
holds on the Fourth so I can get it out 
into the parade this year!
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I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless he is born again.
					     John 3:3
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You’ve met the teachers. You’ve bought the 
supplies. Don’t forget an important piece of 
your back to school check list: your child’s 
physical and vaccination boosters.

We will make sure your child is healthy 
and has all the necessary vaccines to get 
the school year off to a great start.

Sanford Canton Clinic
400 N Hiawatha Dr
(605) 764-1500

sanfordcantoninwood.org

Supply them with 
good health

TIP Night 
at Pizza Ranch
To Bene� t the 

Dakota Farmers 
4-H Club

Monday, June 23
5-8 p.m.

Canton Pizza Ranch

Pizza Ranch will donate 10% 
of all dine in meal and 100% of 
all cash tips to the South Dakota 
4-H Foundation to build the new 

exhibit hall at the State Fair.

Eat, Visit, Help 
a Great Cause!

FOR YOUR SUPPORT,

THANK YOU!

At POET, we’re helping transform the world with 
renewable energy and advanced bio-products. But 
we’ve always been true to our roots. We know that 

innovation is the product of hard work. The same 
values make Hudson a great place to live and work.

Thank you to our area businesses, farmers and the 
local community for your support in the past 10 years. 

We’re proud to be a part of Hudson.

+

POET.COM/HUDSON

TM

At our bank, we never get too big to reach out and help 
the youngest investor open a savings account.

You can help your youngsters learn good savings habits 
early by encouraging them to put their money to work 
earning more money. 

Perhaps your child wants something expensive. A valuable 
lesson can be taught by letting your youngster save the 
money for it and experience the satisfaction of purchasing 
the valuable, longed-for item with savings.

Helping you help your youngsters learn the value of saving 
money is just one of the many ways we serve you.

Our great variety of investment options, are yours to use 
to build a high-earning investment portfolio. Our personal 
loan department is ever ready to help you attain the � ner 
things, because serving you better is what we’re all about.

CantonFarmersStateBank.com
220 E 5th, Canton (605) 987-2671

Since 1901

From the tiniest piggy banks, 
the largest investment accounts 
grow. We believe it’s never too 
early to start teaching good 
savings habits. That’s why 
we welcome even the smallest 
investments.

No account is
too small

PRINTING

PRINTING

 Talk to us…
Order all your printing from the Sioux Valley News–
and we can print almost anything you need for your business!
• Business Cards
• Invoices
• Letterhead
• Envelopes
• Post Cards
• Invitations
• Labels
• Flyers
• Brochures
• Greeting Cards
• Thank You Cards
• Graduation Cards
• Christmas Cards

•Certifi cates
• Order Forms
• Posters
• Programs
• Phone Directories
• Gift Guides
• Business Forms
• Wedding Programs
• Die-Cut Cards
• Die-Cut Signs
• Bumper Stickers
• Magnets
Unique printing needs can be fi lled

Sioux Valley News Printing & Publishing
213 E. 5th St. • Canton, S. Dak. 57013

605-764-2000

Order your rubber stamps from 
the Sioux Valley News and get free 
re-inking for the life of the stamp!

213 e. 5th, canton, sd 57013
605-764-2000

ORDER TODAY • STARTING AT $32.50! 
SIGNATURE, ADDRESS, BUSINESS,

STATIONERY, NOTARY, PERSONAL & 
CUSTOM STAMPERS!
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If you can dream it,
we can probably do it!  

And, if not,
we can find a source for 

you to get it done.  

Custom Printing
712-868-3460
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 NU Board of Education

on page 7 of this newspaper.

EMMET COUNTY COURTHOUSE REPORT

Traffic court 
April 28 – Stephanie Corrine Ochoa 

Iverson of Estherville was found guilty 
of operation without registration card 
or plate. The defendant was fined 
$105 and assessed $55 costs and a 
$15.75 surcharge.

Adrienne Anne Mether of 
Estherville was found guilty of dark 
window or windshield. The defendant 
was fined $105 and assessed $55 costs 
and a $15.75 surcharge.

Heidi Beth Sweeney of Gowrie 
was found guilty of operation 
without registration card or plate. 
The defendant was fined $105 and 
assessed $55 costs and a $15.75 
surcharge.

Maria D. Rodriguez Ocotlan of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to speeding 
one through five over in a 55 or under 
zone. The defendant was fined $30 
and assessed $55 costs and a $4.50 
surcharge.

April 29 – Daniel Wayne Raak of 
Spirit Lake was found guilty of failure 
to display registration plate. The 
defendant was fined $45 and assessed 

$55 costs and a $6.75 surcharge.
Jonathan Diaz Agueda of 

Estherville pleaded guilty to no valid 
driver’s license. The defendant was 
fined $260 and assessed $55 costs and 
a $39 surcharge.

Jonathan Diaz Agueda of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to failure 
to provide proof of financial liability. 
The defendant was fined $325 and 
assessed $55 costs and a $48.75 
surcharge.

Johnathan Diaz Agueda of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to failure 
to obey traffic control device. The 
defendant was fined $135 and assessed 
$55 costs and a $20.25 surcharge.

Jason Damasco of Estherville 
pleaded guilty to no valid driver’s 
license. The defendant was fined 
$260 and assessed $55 costs and a 
$39 surcharge.

Marjan Stojanov of Estherville 
pleaded guilty to motorcycle/moped 
license violations. The defendant was 
fined $50 and assessed $55 costs and 
a $7.50 surcharge.

Ian Russell Obernolte of 
Wallingford pleaded guilty to 

violation of minor’s restricted license. 
The defendant was fined $105 and 
assessed $60 costs and a $15.75 
surcharge.

April 30 – Riley Robert Curry of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to speeding 
one through five over in a 55 or under 
zone. The defendant was fined $30 
and assessed $55 costs and a $4.50 
surcharge.

Virgina Katheryn Anderson of 
Dunnell, Minn., pleaded guilty to 
speeding one through five over in a 
55 or under zone. The defendant was 
fined $30 and assessed $55 costs and 
a $4.50 surcharge.

May 2 – Peyton Quinn Steva 
of Iowa City pleaded guilty to 
registration violation. The defendant 
was fined $30 and assessed $55 costs 
and a $4.50 surcharge.

David Lynn Rupp of Estherville 
pleaded guilty to driving while 
license denied, suspended, canceled 
or revoked. The defendant was fined 
$250 and assessed $60 costs and a 
$37.50 surcharge.

PROBATE 
NOTICE

IN THE IOWA
DISTRICT COURT

FOR EMMET COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF LADONNA CRAIG,  Deceased.   
Probate No. ESPR010459

NOTICE OF  PROBATE  OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT OF 

EXECUTORS, AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in 
the Estate of LADONNA CRAIG, 
Deceased, who died on or about May 
30,2025:

You are hereby notified that on June 
13, 2025, the Last Will and Testament 
of LaDonna Craig, deceased, bearing 
date of August 23, 1993, was admitted 
to probate in the above-named court 
and that Brian Craig was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in 
the district court of said county within 
the later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication of 
this notice or one month from the date 
of mailing of this notice to all heirs of 
the decedent and devisees under the 
will whose identities are reasonably 
ascertainable, or thereafter be forever 
barred.

Dated June 13, 2025.

Brian Craig
Executor of Estate

209 S. 4th Ave.
Armstrong, IA  50514

Lynn  Fillenwarth
ICIS#: AT0002486

Attorney for Executor
Fillenwarth & Fillenwarth

104 N. 7th Street
Estherville, IA  51334-2233

Date of second publication
June 25, 2025

(Published June 18, 2025)
(Published June 25, 2025)

Small claims
April 22 – Gary Abels of Brewster, 

Minn., received a $4,262.05 judgment 
plus interest and court costs from 
Ryan Brighton of Estherville.

Accounts Management 
Incorporated of Sioux Falls, S.D., 
received a $489.87 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Chase 
Tarvin of Estherville.

April 24 – Eric L. Anderson 
of Estherville received a $2,600 
judgment plus interest and court 
costs from Patrick Daniel Moffitt of 
Estherville.

April 30 – Citibank, NA of Sioux 
Falls, S.D., received a $5,086.90 
judgment plus interest and court 
costs from Douglas John Pearson of 
Estherville.

Accounts Management 
Incorporated of Sioux Falls, S.D., 
received a $2,458.19 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Jill 
Annette Kilen of Estherville.

Accounts Management 
Incorporated of Sioux Falls, S.D., 

received a $249 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Darilyn 
Dawn Fuller of Wallingford.

Accounts Management 
Incorporated of Sioux Falls, S.D., 
received a $740 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Steven 
Paine of Estherville.

May 1 – Portfolio Recorvery 
Associates, LLC of Des Moines 
received a $1,022.86 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Andy 
William Brunskill of Spirit Lake.

Portfolio Recovery Associates, 
LLC of Des Moines received a 
$1,282.68 judgment plus interest and 
court costs from Steve Bradburn of 
Estherville.

May 2 – Accounts Management 
Incorporated of Sioux Falls, S.D., 
received a $4,110.73 judgment plus 
interest and court costs from Jennifer 
Quinn of Armstrong.

District court
April 23 – Tomia Williams 

Robinson of Estherville pleaded 
guilty to forgery. The defendant 
received a five-year suspended prison 
sentence and was placed on probation 

to the Department of Corrections 
for two years and required to submit 
DNA. The defendant was also 
assessed $1,219.30 costs and $3,375 
restitution.

Cale Andrew Christopherson of 
Omaha, Neb., received a deferred 
sentence for operating while under 
the influence 1st offense. The 
defendant was placed on six months 
of probation to the Emmet County 
Attorney and fined $1,250 and 
assessed $1,600 costs.

April 28 – Joshuah Kilen Sindt of 
Gruver received a deferred sentence 
for possession of a controlled 
substance – marijuana 1st offense. 
The defendant was placed on two 
years of probation to the Emmet 
County Attorney and fined $430 and 
assessed $100 costs.

April 29 – Carolyn Alexandra 
Ramos of Estherville pleaded guilty 
to operating while under the influence 
1st offense. The defendant was 
sentenced to 48 hours in jail and fined 
$1,250 and assessed $100 costs and a 
$187.50 surcharge.

April 30 – Brianna Morgan 

Anderson of Lake Park pleaded 
guilty to possession of a controlled 
substance marijuana 3rd/subsequent 
offense. The defendant received a 
30-day suspended jail sentence to run 
concurrently with Osceola County 
FECR007328. The defendant was 
also placed on one year of probation 
and assessed $3,600 costs. An $855 
fine was suspended.

May 1 – Eli Michael Tim of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to violation 
or probation. Probation was revoked 
and the defendant was committed 
to the custody of the Director of the 
Iowa Department of Corrections 
for an indeterminate period not to 
exceed two years. The defendant was 
assessed $3,697.93 costs.

Magistrate court
Christina Joy McKee of Estherville 

pleaded guilty to control of animals. 
The defendant was fined $105 and 
assessed $60 costs.

Michael Eugene Fuller of 
Estherville pleaded guilty to control 
of animals. The defendant was fined 
$105 and assessed $60 costs.

Your Right To Know
Proceedings of 
Emmet County 
Board of
Supervisors
Approved Emmet County 
Board of Supervisor 
Minutes     

June 10, 2025, at 08:30 a.m.
Regular Meeting 
Board Room, Courthouse

Present: John Pluth, Jeff Quastad, 
Tim Schumacher (Vice-Chair), Todd 
Glasnapp. Via Zoom: Lisa Hansen

Media: Mike Tidemann, Ed Funston
Emmet County Employees present: 

Tammy Krieger, Walter Davis-Oeth, 
Barb Bohm

Vice-Chair Schumacher, called the 
meeting to order. All in attendance 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Motion to approve the agenda by 
Glasnapp, second by Pluth. All Ayes, 
motion carried.  Motion by Quastad, 
second by Glasnapp to approve the 
board meeting minutes on 6.03.2025 
also approving them for publication.

Pluth-City of Gruver will be closing 
part of the road for fireworks show 
August 15th for town anniversary.

Committee updates: Schumacher-
safety committee update on 
construction air quality concerns, Bill 
Dickey from IMWCA was also present 
at the safety meeting to talk about 
worker’s compensation insurance mod 
rates. 

Public forum: Kelli Orton from 
Brown Winick (legal firm) representing. 
Red Rock made a statement to the 
Board in regard to the proposed wind 
energy ordinance being presented by 
the Planning and Zoning Board later 
in the meeting.  Tyler Raniszewski 
from Steelhead made a statement 
to the Board regarding the proposed 
wind energy ordinance. Auditor Goebel 
stated that the Auditor’s Office will 
be closed Thursday and Friday for 
Secretary of State election training in 
Mason City on the new State of Iowa 
voter registration system. 

Motion to approve June claims by 
Pluth, second by Glasnapp. All ayes. 
Motion carried.

Paid Prior to 6-10-2025
Employee Benefit’s Systems
  Health insurance Premium
	 $108,633.88

Vendor Name
  Payable Description
	 Total Payments
A & M LAUNDRY INC
  TOWELS	 44.49
Accounting Dept Ahlers & Cooney
  IUC Proceedings Summit Pipeline
	 2,988.37
Ace Hardware, Grounds	 341.58
Alex Ewen, PHONE	 20.00
Alliant Energy, RINGSTED	 343.96
Alpha Wireless Comm
  Service Area 7 Emergency	 10,319.15
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
  Security Computers	 3,355.71
ANDERSON TILING, Repair	 840.00
Andrea Schwarek
  Promotional items for PWG
	 1,298.00
Anthony Olson, Mileage	 165.60
Armstrong Ambulance
  Monthly payment	 449.25
Armstrong Betterment Club
  Ragbrai Support LOSST Funds
	 5,000.00
Armstrong Historical Society
  Monthly Payment	 125.00
Armstrong Journal
  BOS Meeting	 1,445.06
Armstrong Senior Citizens
  Monthly Payment	 150.00
ATTN: CLIENT BILLING AVERA
  Employment Testing BN	 1,066.89
Austin Anderson, MOWING	 730.00
AVERA MED GROUP ESTHERVILLE
  inmate visits	 1,649.22
AVERA PATIENT FIN SERVICES
  PCP Test for Garrick	 135.00
BCN TELECOM, Sheriff	 76.30
Ben Huntley
  Mileage and expenses	 582.99
Black Hills Energy
  Gas bill Courthouse	 917.49
BLANK CHILDRENS HOSPITAL
  Taylor and Sharon feeding conference
	 89.60
BOMGAARS SUPPLY
  Park Supplies	 406.31

BRETT PRESTON
  Transport Meal	 10.28
BUSINESS FORMS & SYSTEMS
  General Office Supplies	 431.85
CAASA, Monthly Payment	 208.37
Cami Paulson  Emmet CO Fairgrounds
  Monthly Payment	 5,164.62
Cannon Moss Brygger & Associates, 
P.C.
  ARCHITECT SERVICES	 2,095.00
Carlos L Witbracht
  Mileage reimbursement driver
	 312.00
Casee Ross
  Mileage reimbursement	 45.60
Centurylink, Admin Phone	 182.30
Centurylink-Lumen
  Conservation ACCT 71545015
	 33.78
Christensen Construction Company
  NEW SHOP	 53,880.00
City of Armstrong
  WATER/SEWER	 120.75
City of Dolliver, WATER	 105.00
City of Estherville
  Utilities Annex	 4,632.91
City of Estherville - Ambulance
  Monthly Payment	 2,541.63
City Of Ringsted, GARBAGE	 66.50
City of Wallingford
  Monthly Payment	 337.00
Coast to Coast Calibrations Inc
  SCALE SERVICE	 203.00
Corey Rasch
  School hotel and fuel	 388.75
Corporate Translation Services Inc
  Law Enforcement Interpreter	 158.75
CULLIGAN WATER NORTH IOWA
  Culligan water	 58.00
CURT LARSON
  24-25 Mileage	 157.20
Daniel Welhousen
  cleaning May 2025	 280.00
DAN’S REPAIR
  32-6 Mounting and Balanceing x2 tire 
	 284.00
DASH MEDICAL GLOVES INC
  Medical Gloves	 98.66
DEB KARELS
  CELL  STIPEND	 29.30
DISCOVERY HOUSE
  Monthly Payment	 583.37
DOLLAR GENERAL
  Laundry Baskets	 23.43
DON JOSE RESTAURANT, Inc
  May Meals	 1,120.00
Elizabeth Bixby
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
Elizabeth Sanchez
  Interpreter Services	 189.68
Emmet Co Auditor
  Mailing for June Meeting	 50.67
Emmet Co Engineer
  May Fuel	 3,425.88
Emmet Co Historical Society
  Monthly Payment	 500.00
Emmet Co Sheriff
  Transport fees FECR013306	
	 2,225.46
Emmet Co Treasurer
  Monthly postage	 911.79
Equipmentshare.com Inc-Forge & 
Build, NEW SHOP	 1,086.97
Estherville Chamber of Commerce
  Monthly Payment	 1,666.66
Estherville Communications, LLC
  Internet Fees	 470.24
Estherville Dinner Date
  Monthly Payment	 300.00
Estherville Library
  Monthly Payment	 1,440.37
Estherville News and Spirit
  BOS Meetings	 2,400.62
Estherville Paint & Glass
  Repair and Labor Courthouse door
	 1,377.16
Estherville Pharmacy
  Prisoner Meds	 3.38
Estherville Police Dept
  SO Range Payment	 340.50
FAREWAY STORES
  Groceries	 830.87
FILE 2594 COUNSEL - VISUAL 
EDGE IT, Printer Copies	 62.29
FIRSTNET AT&T MOBILITY
  PD AirCards	 1,082.82
FORCE America Distributing LLC
  PARTS	 37.45
FORSYTH LAW OFFICE
  Professional Services for Minors
	 580.00
GALLS LLC
  Uniform Equipment	 1,040.13
GENERAL TRAFFIC CONTROLS
  SIGN SUPPLIES	 22.00
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY
  TONER	 267.25
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY GFC 
LEASING - MADISON, WI
  Copier Lease	 475.28
HEARTLAND SECURITY SERVICES
  Courthouse Monthly Payment
	 401.25
Heidi Goebel, CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
Henning Rental Inc
  EQUIPMENT RENTAL	 135.39
HUMANE SOCIETY OF NW IOWA
  3 Dogs	 300.00
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
  Jail Food	 741.94

ICS JAIL SUPPLIES INC
  Toothbrush/deodorant/toothpaste
	 242.44
INLAND TRUCK PARTS & SERVICE
  PARTS	 713.72
INMAN ELECTRIC
  Park Maintenance supplies	 138.50
IOWA LAKES ELECTRIC COOP
  Utilities	 797.94
IOWA LAKES REGIONAL WATER
  GRUVER	 156.50
IOWA LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACADEMY, Jail School	 750.00
IOWA SECRETARY OF STATE
  Notary Renewal Casie Whitacre
	 30.00
IOWA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
  Bar Dues	 285.00
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY-
INTRANS
  MID YEAR CONF	 125.00
ISCTA-DUBUQUE CO TREASURER
  Educational and Training Services
	 250.00
JACOBSON-WESTERGARD & 
Associates, Inc, MAPS	 50.00
JAMES CREECH MD
  Medical Examiner fees	 400.00
JCL SOLUTIONS - JANITORS 
CLOSE, Courthouse supplies	 842.97
JEFFREY ENDERSON
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
JODY SCHROEDER, Mileage	 141.60
Johnson Law Firm PC
  Matter # 213106	 507.90
JOHNSTON AUTOMOTIVE & 
INDUSTRIAL OF SPENCER INC
  MOTOR DYE	 567.14
KARI BATMAN, Mileage	 105.20
KAYLEEN FARMER
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
KCN - KC NIELSEN LTD
  Grounds	 22.01
KIM SWANSON
  Board mileage	 240.00
KWIK TRIP, Jail Groceries	 13.91
Larry Kirchner, PHONE	 20.00
LEICA GEOSYSTEMS INC
  SURVEY EQUIP	 19,857.26
LISA HANSEN
  Monthly Mileage	 79.20
LISA ROSBURG
  Mileage and Meals treasurer school
	 234.96
Lori Felkey, Mileage	 224.40
LUCAS OLESON, PHONE	 20.00
MAIL SERVICES LLC
  Postage renewals	 479.67
MAINSTREET SPECIALTIES
  Durango 1 upfit and equipment
	 23,147.27
MARCO (DALLAS)
  printer fees 2 locations	 367.30
MARCO (MPLS), copier	 131.01
MARCO SERVICE NW7128 (MPLS)
  Copier Contract	 14.23
MARIA HANSGAARD
  CELL  STIPEND	 38.60
MARTIN KANE, Mileage	 56.88
MATT REINEKE, Cell phone	 20.00
MCKESSON MEDICAL & SURGICAL
  Immunization supplies	 501.68
MEDIACOM
  Courthouse Phone service	 2,269.05
MELANIE SUMMERS BAULER
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
METAL CULVERTS INC
  ENTRANCE PIPE	 18,179.00
MICHELLE HOWING
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
MIDWEST TECHNOLOGY 
SERVICES
  Sheriff Dept Camera’s 1/2	 9,472.22
MIDWEST WHEEL COMPANIES 
  PARTS	 440.35
MILLER SELLNER FAIRMONT LLC
  Mower repair	 275.55
MONICA CASTILLO, Mileage	 220.40
MONTANDON WRECKER SERVICE 
LLC
  Oil Change for 32-96 Tire rotation for 
32-9	 511.15
NEHA  National Environmental 
Health Association
  NEHA Conference registration	
	 480.00
Northstar Electric LLC
  Help with IT Wiring	 259.55
NuWay-K&H Cooperative
  DIESEL	 24,342.42
OFFICE ELEMENTS
  printer cartridges, pen refills	 455.21
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
  Office Supplies	 261.57
O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE
  PARTS	 60.99
Palo Alto Environmental Health
  Grant Funds to PA County	 4,057.83
PAMELA DETTMANN
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
PAUL BUDACH, Fuel	 15.00
PAULA MYHRE, Mileage	 95.00
PHYLLIS MCKEAN, Mileage	 183.60
PICTOMETRY INTERNATIONAL 
CORP, 2025 Flight Year	 27,361.33
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL 
FINANCIAL
  Postage Meter Lease final	 796.92
POMP’S TIRE SERVICE INC
  TIRES	 25,321.51

POSTMASTER
  PO Box Fees	 100.00
Pro Cooperative, OIL	 5,841.65
Pro Cooperative, Gas	 33.84
Rent-All Inc
  EQUIPMENT RENTAL	 1,940.00
Ringsted Ambulance
  Monthly Payment	 374.38
Ringsted Apartments LLC
  June rent assistance DB	 680.00
Ringsted Dispatch
  BOS Meetings	 727.05
Ringsted Library
  Monthly Payment	 480.12
Ringsted Senior Citizens, %Ron Wilson
  Monthly Payments	 150.00
Ringsted Telephone
  ARMSTRONG	 135.20
RIVER VALLEY 
TELECOMMUNICATION
  Internet and phone and Wifi 
installation	 1,677.18
ROB GOEBEL
  Monthly DHS Rent	 1,992.00
ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & 
ALLOYS, ZETA STRIPS	 1,028.86
ROXANNE BUDACH
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
S & R AUTO AND TIRE INC
  32-9 Tire repair	 28.60
SANOFI PASTEUR INC
  Vaccines	 487.19
SHARON HOOGE
  Mileage, meals training	 361.12
SHERRI WILLIAMS
  Cleaning for the month	 374.00
SIDNEY KRUEGER
  Cell phone	 20.00
SONIA CASTILLO
  Interpreter services hours	 137.60
SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
  Colored file folders	 35.79
STALLS FARM & HOME
  Park Supplies	 572.65
STANARD & ASSOCIATES INC
  POST Test	 225.45
STAR GROUP LLC-NAPA
  PARTS	 935.67
STEPHANIE J EARLY
  Transcript	 79.00
STOREY-KENWORTHY Company
  COPY PAPER	 91.84
SUE ZEMAN, MOWING	 508.00
SWIFT AIR INC
  Law Center AC Moter and filer
	 1,245.49
TAMMY KRIEGER
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
TAYLOR HOWING
  Mileage expenses	 408.28
TEXAS REFINERY CO
  GREASE	 527.50
THOMAS EGELAND
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
TIGER PRIDE LAWN CARE
  Extermination services	 45.00
T-Mobile USA Inc
  Cell phone internet	 84.74
TRAVIS FREDERICKSEN
  PHONE	 20.00
Travis Sheridan
  CELL  STIPEND	 20.00
Tritech Software System
  911 and CAD Yearly Maintenance
	 16,746.55
TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES
  PARTS	 353.87
ULINE
  Picnic table replacement FEMA
	 746.16
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA STATE 
HYGIENIC LAB
  Water testing	 337.50
VERIZON WIRELESS
  Monthly telephone	 349.55
VFW POST 3388
  inmate supper	 824.00
VISA
  Jail TV & Camera,Network Hardware 
newuilding,Abo	 29,049.14
WELLS FARGO - ELITE CARD
  Uniform Pants	 2,369.40
WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL 
LEASING
  Copier Lease - Ricoh C2500	 68.00
West Payment Center
  Westlaw	 1,027.11
WINDSTREAM
  Acct 63194377001 Crisis Line	 37.74
WINDSTREAM
  DOLLIVER PHONE	 90.40
Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office
  Service of Papers	 60.50
ZIEGLER, PARTS	 11,373.45
Grand Total:	 380,090.58

Pay 2025 May	 $389,635.41
Total Gross Payroll	 $532,419.61
County Share IPERS	 $35,882.22
County Share FICA/SS	 $22,672.24
County Share Medicare	 $5,302.42
County Share Health/Life/Dent Ins.
	 $77,262.98

Motion to adopt Resolution 25-
20 by Pluth, second by Glasnapp. 
Roll call vote: Quastad-aye, Pluth-
aye, Glasnapp-aye, Hansen-aye, 
Schumacher-aye. Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION NO.25-20
WHEREAS, Emmet County 

Conservation is requesting to use the 
Emmet County UEI #HSX4JJ6VFS24.  
This allows Emmet County 
Conservation to file any FEMA related 
documents with the Department of 
Homeland Security.

WHEREAS, The Emmet County 
Board of Supervisors approve the use 
of UEI #HSX4JJ6VFS24 and assume 
all risks involved.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED BY THE 
EMMET COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS:

• The Board of Supervisors of 
Emmet County Iowa, on this 10th 
day of June, 2025, approve the use of 
UEI # HSX4JJ6VFS24 and assume 
all risks involved for Emmet County 
Conservation.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 
10th day of June, 2025 

Tim Schumacher, Vice Chair
Attest: Heidi Goebel, Auditor
Motion to adopt Resolution 25-

21 by Glasnapp, second by Hansen. 
Roll call vote: Quastad-aye, Pluth-
aye, Glasnapp-aye, Hansen-aye, 
Schumacher-aye. Resolution adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-21
WHEREAS, Emmet County 

Secondary Roads is requesting 
to use the Emmet County UEI 
#HSX4JJ6VFS24.  This allows Emmet 
County Secondary Roads to file any 
FEMA related documents with the 
Department of Homeland Security.

WHEREAS, The Emmet County 
Board of Supervisors approve the use 
of UEI #HSX4JJ6VFS24 and assume 
all risks involved.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED BY THE 
EMMET COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS:

•The Board of Supervisors of Emmet 
County Iowa, on this 10th day of 
June, 2025, approve the use of UEI # 
HSX4JJ6VFS24 and assume all risks 
involved for Emmet County Secondary 
Roads.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 
10th day of June, 2025

Tim Schumacher, Vice Chair
Attest: Heidi Goebel, Auditor

Peggy Mason, Emmet County 
Coordinator for the Iowa 99 County 
Bible Reading Marathon, joined the 
meeting to let the board know that the 
courthouse lawn would be used every 
Wednesday afternoon of the summer 
subject to weather. Mason has led this 
group locally for four years.

Perry Russell will be rescheduled to 
June 17.

Board received a fireworks permit 
application from Arlen Tirevold for the 
City of Gruver’s quasquicentennial. 
The dates on permit are August 15 to 
August 16, 2025. Motion by Glasnapp, 
second by Pluth. All ayes. Motion 
approved. 

Consideration of filling a vacancy 
on the Board of Adjustment with term 
ending March 15, 2026. Agenda item 
tabled. Board encourages any rural 
citizens of Emmet County that would 
like to serve the county to reach out to 
a County Supervisor.

Consideration of filling a five-
year term on the County Planning 
and Zoning Commission. Board 
commended Richard McKean on the 
hours he has spent serving the county 
in his role on the county planning and 
zoning commission. Item tabled. Board 
requests these two appointments 
appear weekly on the agenda until 
filled.

Consideration of the courthouse east 
window replacement bids. Northwest 
Iowa Glass $22,350. Christensen 
Construction $16,800. Motion to 
accept Christensen Construction bid of 
$16,800 by Pluth, second by Quastad. 
All ayes. Motion carried.

Joint drainage district approval 
for ECD 61 Main Ditch $4350.00 by 
Glasnapp, second by Quastad. All ayes. 
Motion carried.

Motion to approve June drainage 
claims by Quastad, second by 
Glasnapp. All ayes. Motion carried.

County Engineer, Walter Davis-
Oeth, presented utility permits for 
approval. Motion by Hansen, second by 
Glasnapp to approve a utility permit 
for Black Hills Energy that goes along 
the right of way located at 360th Ave 
and Highway 9. All ayes. Motion 
carried.

Utility permit from Interstate 
Power location at 410th Ave and 220th 
St., High Lake Township. Motion to 
approve by Pluth, second by Quastad. 
All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion to approve the purchase 
of 2023 John Deere tractor from KC 
Nielsen for $133,243.92 by Quastad, 
second by Pluth. All ayes. Motion 
carried.

Davis-Oeth gave an update on the 
construction of maintenance shop. Next 
week, a final list of completion items 
will be created. Costs will carry over to 
next fiscal year and there will be a need 
for a FY26 budget amendment.

Miscellaneous Drainage District 7 
and Jack Creek. Quastad reviewed the 
Iowa DNR Jack Creek sediment files 
provided by Lucas Straw at the Iowa 
DNR. He discussed the measurements 
and the sediment movement within 
Jack Creek. Discussion of how to move 
forward with repair/clean up of the 
sediment and working with the Iowa 
DNR. Consensus of the Board to have 
Quastad discuss a financial settlement 
with the Iowa DNR. Emmet County 
resident Mark Mitchell discussed 
the Jack Creek history that involved 
his land. Jack Creek landowner 
Richard McKean also shared his past 
experiences with the problem. Quastad 
will talk with Lucas Straw about a 
path forward.

Several Emmet County residents 
were present for the wind energy 
ordinance Planning and Zoning 
recommendations to the Board. 

The Emmet County Planning and 
Zoning Board’s recommendations 
for the wind energy ordinance were 
presented and received by the Board of 
Supervisors. Vice-Chair Schumacher 
stated he felt that Planning and Zoning 
put numerous hours in and that he 
learned a great deal from the Planning 
and Zoning public hearing June 3rd. 
Quastad disagreed with property 
setbacks. Pluth concerned  with 
property setbacks and will possibly 
make Emmet County uncompetitive 
in the world for wind energy. Pluth 
commended the Planning and Zoning 
board for the work they put in on getting 
information from multiple, reliable 
sources. Hansen also commended the 
P & Z Board. Glasnapp stated that 
landowners have expressed concerns 
about setbacks. A full copy of the draft 
is available on emmetcountyia.gov and 
in the Emmet County Auditor’s Office. 

Several Emmet County residents 
voiced support of the ordinance as 
presented and are thankful for the 
effort put forth by the P & Z Board. 

Motion by Quastad, second by 
Hansen to set the Wind Energy 
ordinance public hearing and the first 
reading for the wind energy ordinance 
for Monday, July 7th at 6 p.m., second 
reading July 8th and third reading 
July 15th. All ayes. Motion carried.

West administration building scope 
of sewer lines. Pluth asked the Board 
if before construction started to scope 
the sewer lines of the West Admin 
Building. Consensus of the Board to 
proceed with the scoping the lines.

West side of courthouse addition 
topics. Consensus of the Board to let 
Christensen Construction know not to 
use an accent brick color to avoid the 
added cost.

Manure Management Plans 
reviewed by the board.
Site Name
  Owner	 Site
FARM 253 Sanderson
  New Fashion Pork	 68455
FARM 255 Morlins North
  New Fashion Pork	 68912
FARM 168 Solberg
  New Fashion Pork	 63804

Motion by Quastad, second by 
Glasnapp to adjourn at 10:51  a.m. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

The Board adjourned to the West 
Administrative Building to review the 
proposed floor plan with Supervisors 
Pluth and Glasnapp.

Heidi Goebel, Auditor
Tim Schumacher, Vice-Chair

(Published June 25, 2025)

Letter To The Editor:
June 18,2025

The loyal donors in Armstrong, 
Ringsted, and surrounding areas 
showed up for the blood drive on June 
18.  I’m happy to say that because of 
your generosity we exceeded our 
goal.

Here are the results:
• 57 units of blood were collected 

on the goal of 53.  
• 2 first-time donors
• 5 deferrals
The following people helped make 

our drive a success:
• All the people who donated blood.
• Krista Mart who helped make 

donor appointments.
• Gayle Craig, Jessica Zotz, Kathy 

Preston, Sally Verbrugge, Janet 
Hardecopf, and Laurie Kinnander 
who worked at the blood drive.

• Jenni Quinn and Armstrong 
city employees for helping get the 
community center ready for the drive.

• Armstrong Journal/Ringsted 
Dispatch for their promotion of the 
blood drive.

The Bloodmobile will return to 
Armstrong on September 10.

Sincerely,
Marla Newlin
  Armstrong Blood Drive
  Coordinator



ThursThursday, July 3day, July 3
 6:00 p.m.    Little Miss/Miss Armstrong Pageant
 			   Armstrong Community Center • Destiny Becker 515-538-0033
			   Pageant Winner Prize Money sponsored by Moveero and Arts Way.
			   Miss Congeniality sponsored by Armstrong Journal

Friday, July 4  Friday, July 4  
6:30 a.m.     5K Fun Run/Walk 6:30 a.m.     5K Fun Run/Walk at High School Track

7:00 a.m.     Ecumenical Church Services 7:00 a.m.     Ecumenical Church Services 				   				    Armstrong City Park Shelter house,  by Armstrong Ministerial Assoc. Armstrong City Park Shelter house,  by Armstrong Ministerial Assoc. 
				    Everyone Welcome! Bring your lawn chairs				    Everyone Welcome! Bring your lawn chairs

8:00 a.m.     VFW Track & Field Events for pre-school through 6th graders 
			   at High School Track; sponsored by Armstrong VFW  Post #5232 
			   Loren Looft 712-260-9306

8:00 a.m.		  Punt, Pass & Kick at the High School football field. 
			   Sponsored by NU football team  • Matt Ernster 641-420-1309

9:00 a.m.		  Raffle Ticket Sales until 3:00 p.m.   Closed for parade.

9:00 a.m.		  Heritage Museum Open until 3:00 p.m. Closed for parade.

9:00 a.m.		  Registration begins for Car Show  
			   Classic, Custom, Car, Tractor, Motorcycle, Truck 
			   Registration time is 9:00-12:30; awards at 2:30 p.m.  
			   St. Mary’s Catholic Church Parking Lot, 404 5th Avenue, 
			   Joe Bunkofske 712-209-9186.  Sponsored by Joe’s Detailing.

9:30 a.m.		  3 on 3 Basketball City Basketball Court, Derek Anderson 712-363-0691
			   3 divisions - Elementary, MS and Open, T-shirts for 1st Place winners

10 a.m.- 4 p.m.  Vendor Show west side of park, Cami Graves htfdsnacks@gmail.com

10:00 a.m.	 Soap Box Derby Races will be held at nursing home hill, 
			   Jared Larson, call 507-236-5704 for additional information. 
			   Awards sponsored by McGreggor Accounting

10:30 a.m.- 1 p.m. Stevens Express Train Rides 4th Ave, North side of Park 

11:00 a.m.	 Big Wheel Races 
			   on west side of city park, Rhonda Eisenbacher chairs the event. 
	 Sponsored by Spring Creek Independent & Assisted Living and Valley Vue Care Center

1:00 p.m.		 PARADE
			   Mike Glatz 712-852-6532, Jamie Glatz 712-852-6531, 
			   Amy Fossen (Pre-registration) 712-209-0450
 				    • Parade route begins at football field, turns at 1st Ave and 
				    ends at football field
			   Shriners during the parade sponsored by Olson Chiropractic, Glatz Electric, 
			   Stateline Cooperative and Taffe Wellness

After the Parade:
			   Entertainment  ‘Steve Lang’ Sponsored by NorthStar Bank 
			   and Whitesell Trucking LLC

			   Free Swimming Armstrong City Pool 
			   Watermelon Feed south side of Park, 
			   sponsored by The Garage 

			   Kids Pedal Tractor Pull  west side of Armstrong City Park, 
			   Sponsored by Ringtel Communications, RL Ag Sales and Paul Chiropractic

2 - 3:30 p.m. Stevens Express Train Rides  on 4th Ave, North side of Park
			   sponsored by The Armstrong Journal 

2:30 - 4 p.m. Foam Party in the City Park, Sponsored by Henriksen Insurance, LLC, In 

Style Salon and JT Excavation, LLC

2:30 p.m.		  Announce Winners of Car Show  Catholic Church Parking Lot

3:00 p.m.		  Winners of ABC Drawings			   Armstrong City Park Shelter house

3:30 p.m.		 Firemen’s Water Fight  Located: NW corner of City Park, 
			   Register at 2:30 p.m.

7-10 p.m.		  Live Music ‘Hold On’ Located: The Garage 

10:00 p.m.	 Fireworks Large display of fireworks ends a great July 4th celebration.
 			   Display will be set off north of Armstrong by Armstrong Fire Department

Two Special Float Awards
Floats will be pre-judged before parade for these three awards!
Courtesy of:  Moovero,  Art’s-Way Manufacturing Co., Inc. and TG Industries

All Entries Welcome for Main Parade!
For more information contact:
• Amy Fossen (Pre-registration) 712-209-0450
• Mike Glatz 712-852-6532  • Jamie Glatz 712-852-6531

ArmLift - A Division of TG Industries
Armstrong Building Supply
Armstrong Community
   Center
Armstrong Fire Department
Armstrong Heritage Museum
Armstrong Journal
Armstrong Little League
Armstrong Meat Locker
Armstrong Senior 
   Citizens Center
Armstrong Service Center
Art’s Way Mfg, Co., Inc.
Bank Midwest and Bank    
   Midwest Insurance

Bank Plus
BG Diesel Ag, LLC & U-Haul
Brand FX, LLC
Clark Auction Service, LLC
Clipper It Up, Swea City, IA
Cornerstone Insurance  
   Services, Swea City & Estherville
Dacken & Associates  
   Insurance and Financial 
   Services
Dan’s Repair  Ringsted
Dawson Electric Works, Inc,
    RaDann Dawson
East Fork Trucking
Fenton Cooperative 
   Telephone Company

First Presbyterian Church
Glasnapp Ag Solutions
Glatz Electric
Global Methodist Church
Great Lakes Insurance
    Agency, Inc.
Greg Penning & Co., LLC
Henriksen Insurance, LLC
Home Improvement Center
    Ringsted, IA
Henry-Olson
    Funeral Home & Crematory
Hi-Way Grocery
Impulse Studio Salon
In Style Salon, Laura Schuelke

Inman Electric Co.,Inc.
     Estherville, IA
J&R Electric
Jerry’s Well Service
Johnson Plumbing, Heating
 & Air Conditioning Swea City, IA
KBEW 98.1 FM
Laubenthal Insurance 
    Services, LLC
Little Mustangs Day Care
M.E.’s Body Shop & Detail 
    Center  Estherville, IA
Mary Kay Cosmetics
    Renae Kollasch
McGregor Accounting, LLC

MichaelSon, Inc.
Mike’s Fix-It
Mitch’s Towing, Mitch Preston
Moveero
Nordic Detailing
NorthStar Bank & Agency
North Star Restaurant 
   & Lounge
Paul Chiropractic
Pergande Enterprises
Rezac Chiropractic 
   & Acupuncture
   Dr. Cory & Jessi Rezac
Ringtel Communications

Shere Beauty, Ringsted, IA
StateLine Cooperative
Taffe Wellness Center
The Dog’s Inn
The Garage
The Hideaway 
   at Country Greens Golf Course
Valley Vue Care Center &   
  Spring Creek Independent 	
  and Assisted Living 
VFW Post #5232
Wilson Insurance Services, LLC
	 Kevin Laabs, Armstrong, IA

FOURTH OF 

JULY
Celebrate July 3 & 4, 2025
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



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
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


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
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







COFFEE, LATTES, JUICE DRINKS, INFUSIONS, CARAMEL & 
CINNAMON ROLLS  Stompin’ Grounds 
ROOTBEER/SODA FLOATS, FRESH SQUEEZED LEMONADE
Iowa Lakers 4-H
      
MINI DONUTS, CARAMEL APPLES, & PINK LEMONADE
Anderson Family

PULLED PORK, CHIPS, WATER   Emmet Co Republicans 

COTTON CANDY   NU Cheerleaders

KETTLE MANIA KETTLE CORN   Kollasch Family 

SHAVED ICE, HARD ICE CREAM (8 FLAVORS)
Itsy Bitsy Ice Box

SPECIALTY GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICHES, CHEESBALLS, 
ONION PETALS, BREADED MUSHROOMS, BREADED 
CAULIFLOWER   McCreary’s Creative Catering

ASIAN FOOD   Angela’s Egg Rolls 

MEXICAN FOOD  Kris Tacos 

NAZARETH LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the church -closed during parade
Pulled beef sandwich, hot dogs, chips, 
pie, cake, ice cream, coffee, and water 

VFW  on Main Street
AUXILIARY  BREAKFAST 6:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
BRATS, BURGERS, MAIDRITES 2-4 p.m. VFW men
THE GARAGE - 11:00 a.m. - Close
Maidrites and Coneys

ARMSTRONG FROSTY GRILL - 4:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

FOOD VENDORS

Also serving food on the 4th






Cub ScoutsCub Scouts
Activities in Activities in 

the Parkthe Park
After ParadeAfter Parade

Dunk Tank &Dunk Tank &
Face PaintingFace Painting

in the Parkin the Park
NU CheerleadersNU Cheerleaders

ARMSTRONG, IOWA  

PARADE FLOATS 
& AWARDS

Support our Local Vendors in the City Park

Live MusicLive Music
FireworksFireworks
Family FunFamily Fun
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Check us out at 
www.statelinepubs.com

SMALL

SPEEDY

SPECIAL

We’ve got 
your short run 
printing needs 
covered.

      Not too long ago, small quantity full-color jobs were just not cost 
    efficient.   The cost of everything involved drove the price beyond reach.  
Today’s technology eliminates these costs and creates a high quality product.

quantity

      With the change in technology, 
    comes improvement in 
 the cycle time for your project.  

turn around

designs
      Let our creative staff design your
 custom print needs.

• Business Cards
• Newsletters
• Envelopes
• Letterheads
• Invitations
• Gift Certificates
• Flyers
• Announcements
• Posters
• Raffle Tickets 

Serving your local communities!

Armstrong Journal • Bancroft Register   
Graettinger Times • Ringsted Dispatch  

Ruthven Zipcode
Swea City Herald-Press  

West Bend Journal

Armstrong and Bancroft Offices

Served with Baked Potato, Cole Slaw & Garlic Toast           
Served from 4:30 to 9:00 p.m.

“While they last!”

BBQ Ribs or
Gri l led Shrimp Special

Sunday,  June 29 th

at  Johanson’s Cafe
 515-885-1020 ••• Bancroft, IA

Eat In or Take Out!

PATENT PENDING PLAYERS PRESENTS

“Princess Who”
Directed by Natalie Henriksen with permission from Pioneer Drama Service, Inc.

                                                                 7:00 p.m.  performance on Tues., July 1  & Wed., July  2
4:00 p.m. matinee on Thurs., July 3 & 7:00 p.m. performance

                  Call 515-320-2226 to reserve your seat!      
   Performed at  the Hwy 9 & P20 Community Hall

                       (Home of PPP between Armstrong & Swea City, IA)
                                

Tickets ($5.00) availabile by 
calling 515-320--2226 or at the 

door (subject to availability)

45 YEAR CLASS 
REUNION

A-R Class of 1980
 July 4th 

3-5 at The Garage
Questions? Dlheck62@gmail.com

.....and.....

Helen Doocy  90  

Please join in Celebrating 
the Birthdays of

Sharon Doocy-Nitz  80
...and.....

Saturday, July 5    
3:00pm - 5:00

North  Kossuth  Golf  Course  -  Bancroft

th  

th  

    Scotch-a-roo Contest 4:00
Cake & Icecream

All entries welcomeS O M E W H E R E  I N  A M E R I C AS O M E W H E R E  I N  A M E R I C A

S H E L L A B RAT I O N  P R ES E N T SS H E L L A B RAT I O N  P R ES E N T S

DOWNTOWN COUNTRY JAM
H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  F O R T  D O D G E ,  I O W A

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
THE BOYS & JARED BENSON SATURDAY, AUGUST 9, 2025

GATES OPEN 4:30, MUSIC STARTS 5:30
TICKETS (ONLINE): TICKETWEB.COM       RETAIL OUTLETS: AVAILA BANK, GREENSTATE CREDIT 

UNION, FIRST INTERSTATE BANK, HY-VEE, NORTHWEST BANK, PEOPLES CREDIT UNION
$40 UNTIL JULY 27 • $50 BEGINNING JULY 28 • KIDS 12 AND UNDER FREE

The Leslie Caldwell Agency

Tim and Danielle Lentsch

IOWA CENTRALIOWA CENTRAL
COMMUNITY COLLEGECOMMUNITY COLLEGE

R&JMATERIAL
HANDLING

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Est. 1947

®
C O N T A I N E R S

CID

Your Health Insurance Experts

Now
Available

1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments in
Bancroft, IA

Contact
Allison

Delperdang
515-885-2381

bancrofthousing@gmail.com

Apartments For Rent
 in Armstrong

Applicants must be 62 years of age 
or older; handicapped or disabled, 

regardless of age.  Stove & refrigerator 
furnished.  Rent based on income.

Utilities included in rent.
This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

MURPHY REALTY & MANAGEMENT, INC.
208 E. State St. • Algona, Iowa 50511

To view call 712-260-9696 or  515-295-2927
Apartments by Country 
Green Golf Course in 

Armstrong
One & Two Bedroom Apartments

RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
Stove & Refrigerator Furnished

Laundry Facilities On-Site

Please Contact:
MURPHY REALTY & 
MANAGEMENT, INC.

515-295-2927 • 208 E. State St.
 Algona, Iowa 50511
Katie Oleson
712-260-9696

This institution is an Equal Opportunity ProviderGood Afternoon,

I apologize for the delay in getting back to you with these changes.  After
I called, I realized that I had a few more changes that are required by the
Real Estate Commission and USDA/Rural Development.  I hate to do this all at
once, but I figure now is the time to get it taken care of.

TOP ADVERTISEMENT CHANGES
“One Bedroom Apartment” needs to be “Apartments for Rent”
“Located on Columbian Blvd. in Armstrong for the elderly or disabled” need
to be “Applicants must be 62 years of age or older; handicapped or disabled,
regardless of age”
“Murphy Management Service” needs to be “Murphy Realty & Management, Inc.”
Need to add statement “This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider”

BOTTOM ADVERTISEMENT CHANGES
“Bill Murphy, Mgr.” needs to be “Murphy Realty & Management, Inc.”
“PO Box 476” needs to be “208 E State Street”
Need to add statement “This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider”

I know that these changes may mess up the shapes and/or sizes, but I am okay
with that.  I need to make sure I am following their guidelines.
Thanks for all of you help with this--

Bill Murphy, Broker, Management Agent
Murphy Realty & Management, Inc.
208 E State Street
Algona, IA  50511
Phone: 515-295-2927
Fax: 515-295-5946
Licensed in the State of Iowa

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net
MASON CITY — The North 

Union softball team took on a pair 
of ranked opponents at a tournament 
hosted by Newman Catholic in Ma-
son City this past Saturday. The War-
riors finished the day 0-2 after losing 
4-2 to the host Knights and then fall-
ing 10-0 to Class 2A No. 5 Osage.

Against Newman Catholic, the 
Knights scored two runs in the first 
and two in the fifth, while North 
Union’s rally came up short in the 
seventh as the Warriors scored their 
two runs.

Ainsley Ulrich threw a complete 
game, giving up four runs—two 
earned—on six hits with 10 strike-
outs and four walks.

The Warriors had six hits, with 

Aslynn Sobolik going 2-for-3 with 
a double, and Ariana Giddings going 
1-for-3 with a double and two RBIs. 
Ulrich, Shallie Walders, and Marissa 
Nielsen each went 1-for-3.

North Union (12-5 overall, 9-1 in 
the Top of Iowa West Conference) 
opened the week at home against 
West Hancock on Monday before 
traveling to Garner on Tuesday. 
The Warriors are at Belmond today 
(Wednesday), travel to Manly to 
play Central Springs on Thursday, 
then host Bishop Garrigan on Friday 
before heading to a tournament in 
Fort Dodge on Saturday. Next week, 
North Union is at Lake Mills on 
Monday, home against Eagle Grove 
on Tuesday, and travels to Estherville 
on Wednesday.

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net
FOREST CITY — The North 

Union baseball team couldn’t con-
tain host Forest City in a Top of Iowa 
West Conference game last Friday, 
June 20 as the Indians defeated the 
Warriors 13-2.

Forest City took a 6-0 lead over the 
first two innings before North Union 
scored its two runs in the top of the 
third. The Indians responded with 
five in the bottom of the third and 
added two more in the fourth.

Caden Walders started on the 
mound for North Union. In three 
innings, he gave up 11 runs—five 
earned—on nine hits with three 

strikeouts and five walks. Max Mer-
rill pitched one inning and gave up 
two earned runs on one hit with no 
strikeouts and three walks.

North Union had four hits, with 
Cole Nicoson going 2-for-2, Casey 
Rezac 1-for-1, and Merrill 1-for-3.

North Union (5-10 overall, 3-7 
in the conference) opened the week 
at home against West Hancock on 
Monday before traveling to Garner 
on Tuesday. The Warriors are at Bel-
mond today (Wednesday) and host 
Bishop Garrigan on Friday. Next 
week, North Union is at Lake Mills 
on Monday and home against Eagle 
Grove on Tuesday for the final game 
of the regular season.

Indians defeat the Warriors

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net
FOREST CITY — The North 

Union softball team lost its first Top 
of Iowa West Conference game last 
Friday, as Forest City upset the War-
riors 7-4.

North Union led 4-1 after scoring 
all its runs in the top of the second in-
ning, but Forest City plated two runs 
in the third and took the lead for good 
with four in the fourth. The Warrior 

defense struggled with six errors in 
the game.

Ainsley Ulrich took the loss, giv-
ing up seven runs—two earned—on 
three hits with six strikeouts, four 
walks, and three hit batters.

North Union had six hits, with Ul-
rich going 2-for-4 with a double and 
two RBIs. Kyla Irmiter was 2-for-3 
with a double. Ariana Giddings went 
1-for-3 with an RBI, and Brylie Deim 
was 1-for-4.

Indians hand Warriors first 
conference loss

Warriors go 0-2 at Newman 
Catholic Tournament

Caden Walders took the loss on the mound on June 20th as North Union 
went up against Forest City Indians.

East Fork Ikes
Summer Trap Shooting League

Team Standings
A League
Kemco Tires
Main Street Specialties
Dan Petersen Construction
Algona Machine
Reutzel Excavating
Ingalls Electric

B League
Commercial Services
S&B Farms
Clay Busters
Security State Bank

Ingalls Electric Jr.
Wyffel Hybrids

High Team Scores
Kemco Tires		  221
Commercial Services		  215
Main Street Specialties		  212
Dan Petersen Construction		  196
S&B Farms		  194

High Individual Scores
Evan Ingalls	 48	 20 yds
Kyle Moore	 48	 18 yds
Ron Roof	 47	 16 yds
Landon Thomspon	 46	 20 yds
Keith Meyer	 46	 16 yds

Brylie Deim takes a good hard swing but fouls off the softball during the 
North Union/North Iowa Conference game.

Patent Pending Players presents their summer 2025 production, Princess Who? July 1st at 7 pm, July 2nd at 7 
pm, July 3rd at 4 pm & 7 pm. Join us at the playhouse between Armstrong and Swea City at the intersection of 
Hwy 9 and P20, “Home of the Patent Pending Players!” Tickets are available from cast members or by texting 
or calling (515) 320-2226. Tickets are also available at the door but are subject to availability. Tickets are $5.00 
each. This is fun family entertainment for all ages!

Fireworks Now Allowed in All Iowa Communities
by Jay Schoning

 As fireworks stands are popping 
up in the area, cities in Iowa that 
used to prohibit the use of fireworks 
in their communities altogether are 
having to make some changes to 
their ordinances this year as a result 
of a bill passed in the last session of 
the Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Kim Reynolds. It states 
that fireworks must be allowed to be 
shot off state wide on July 3rd from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and on the 
4th from the hours 9:00 a.m. to11:00 
p.m. Fireworks are also allowed 
statewide on December 31st from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.
 Pet owners who have sensitive 

pets should prepare for the holiday 
‘bangs.’ Chewy says that on the Big 
Day, make sure your dog gets some 
exercise – a tired pup is a more re-
laxed pup, so be sure to empty out 
that tank. Create a quiet, safe space 
– whether you’ll be home or away 
for the festivities, make sure your 
dog has a safe place inside your 
home where they’ll feel comfort-
able ‘riding out the storm’ of Fourth 
of July fireworks. For example, you 
can make their kennel extra comfy 
by draping a sheet over it to create a 

dark den and including plenty of bed-
ding in which they can burrow. Keep 
curtains pulled, maybe keep a TV 
on, and a basement room or interior 
room may be best. 

 And consider a supplement or 
prescription medication to help calm 
them. Calming treats absolutely 
are safe, says Katy Nelson, DVM, 
Chewy’s resident vet. “They’ve got 
some great herbs in them, like lav-
ender and chamomile, and some nu-
traceuticals, like melatonin, that can 
really help to get them in more of a 
Zen space during times of stress,” 
she says.



Make sure check out our website for the 
coming events and breaking news!
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The Armstrong Public Library 
will be holding it’s summer reading 
programs, starting June 20 at 10 a.m.

All programs are on Fridays 10am-
11am starting in the library. Note that 
the programs will skip July 4th and 
August 1st.  The program is aimed 
at children 3-8, but everyone is 
welcome.

June 27 - Life cycle of frogs. 
Sidney Krueger from Emmet Co 
Nature Center.

July 11 - “Sunny Sunshine” 
Experiment with the rays! Katelyn 
Herzberg, ISU Ext.

July 18 - Bird Buddies with Alison 
and Karen. Learn and create for fun.

July 25 - Food Chain with Sidney 
Krueger from Emmet Co Nature 
Center.

August 8 - Book reading, writing, 
and fun with Children’s author Joan 
Enockson

Jeff and Athlyn Black will be celebrating their
50th Anniversary on Saturday, June 28, 2025.

Cards will reach them at:  101 3rd Street
Ringsted, Iowa 50578

Wed
50

Years

IowaWORKS
Iowa’s workforce challenges are 

always present and ever growing. It’s 
important to have a constant partner 
who can navigate these challenges and 
provide real solutions to solving them. 
That’s exactly what the IowaWORKS 
team in Fort Dodge does on a daily 
basis, for both employers and job 
seekers who are in search of a solution 
to their workforce challenge.

While many will expect that 
IowaWORKS supports Iowans who 
are unemployed (and we always 
will), the reality is that we house and 
offer many different programs for all 
Iowans – including those who are 
looking for a completely new career 
path. If you haven’t yet connected 
with IowaWORKS and you fall into 
any category that needs a connection 
point to something promising in the 
workforce, we hope that we’ll be your 

next call.
IowaWORKS includes all related 

services found under the  Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA), which is designed to help 
those who not only are unemployed, 
but those who may be underemployed 
youth, adults, and dislocated workers, 
or those who have other barriers to 
employment.

This includes:
• Title I services, which support 

Adults, Dislocated Workers, and 
Youth with a dedicated Career Planner 
that guides individuals through career 
pathways and opportunities for 
education and training.

• Title II services, which help 
adults receive education and literacy 
programs to improve reading, writing 
or math skills and attain the High 
School Equivalency Diploma or learn 
English as a Second Language to help 
with future employment.

• Title III services, includes 
employment & employer services, 
Career Planners offer insight and 
assistance with resumes, interview 
prep, job leads, career fairs, and direct 
connections to businesses in need of 
immediate help. 

• Title IV services, which include 
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) and 
the many ways that we help Iowans 
with disabilities advance in their 
employment. 

In addition to these core areas, 
other targeted programs exist within 
our walls to help Iowans with specific 
barriers find the help that they need. 
This includes Veterans services, 
support of individuals with criminal 
backgrounds, or employment options 
for those receiving Supplemental 
Security Income (Ticket to Work) and 
SNAP benefits.

IowaWORKS exists not only as 
a resourceful employment network, 

but also as the frontline staff with 
the expertise and knowledge that 
can make your employment goals 
a real reality, but also can help you 
connect to the community resources 
you need to succeed. While our doors 
are open to welcome any Iowan, we 
can also connect with you in several 
other ways, including through virtual 
workshops and appointments.

Over 50,000 opportunities exist 
in our state, and the right career for 
you is out there. Let IowaWORKS be 
your guide, and the next call in your 
employment journey.

To connect with the IowaWORKS 
Fort Dodge office, visit http://
workforce.iowa.gov/fort-dodge. You 
can also call (515) 576-3131, email 
us at FortDodgeIowaWORKS@iwd.
iowa.gov, or visit the office at 3 Triton 
Circle in Fort Dodge.

JOHNSTON, Iowa (June 18, 
2025) - Iowa PBS is proud to 
present the 2025 Iowa High School 
Musical Theater Awards Showcase 
on Monday, July 7 at 8 p.m. Feel 
the energy of hundreds of amazing 
student performers representing 100 
participating Iowa high schools, 
as they share highlights from their 
award-winning school musicals! The 
showcase will be rebroadcast Sunday, 
July 14 at 4 p.m. and for a limited 
time the program will be available for 
on-demand streaming on iowapbs.org 
and the PBS app.

The Iowa High School Musical 
Theater Awards Showcase is 
an unforgettable evening of 
entertainment and a celebration of the 
important contributions of Iowa’s high 
school musical theater productions.

“Every year, we walk away 
impressed by how the talent in the 

state keeps rising and with a renewed 
sense of hope for our future,” said 
Director of Education for Des Moines 
Performing Arts Karoline Myers. “It’s 
such a joy to watch young people 
doing what they love and uplifting to 
see how they are so supportive of one 
another.”

Throughout the year, theater 
professionals traveled across the 
state to review high school musical 
productions. On May 29, students 
from those schools came together 
to share highlights from their 
productions on the Des Moines 
Civic Center stage and to receive 
honors for their work in performance, 
technical and creative categories. In 
addition, students worked under the 
direction of a guest music director and 
choreographer from New York City to 
give the best performances of their 
young lives.

This is a not-to-be missed evening 

for anyone who loves musicals and 
believes in the power of the arts to 
impact young people.

Program support provided by 
Musco Lighting and the Krumm 
Foundation.

In addition to our statewide 
broadcasts, Iowa PBS, WORLD and 
Create are available to livestream on 
iowapbs.org/live, pbs.org/livestream, 
and the PBS app. Iowa PBS KIDS is 
available to livestream on iowapbs.
org/live or the PBS KIDS app. Iowa 
PBS programs are also available 
on most popular platforms. See all 
the ways you can watch by visiting 
iowapbs.org/watch.

Learn more at iowapbs.org.
For more information about Iowa 

PBS, please contact Hayley Schaefer 
at 515.776.0406 or hayley.schaefer@
iowapbs.org. 

Iowa High School Musical Theater
Awards Showcase highlights on Iowa PBS

BROOKINGS, S.D. – South 
Dakota State University Extension 
is offering virtual suicide prevention 
training called Question, Persuade, 
Refer for Annie’s Project alumni on 
July 30, 2025.

The training is from noon to 1:30 
p.m. CDT, online via Zoom. Space is 
limited and a code will be required to 
register. To register, visit extension.
sdstate.edu/events and search for 
“QPR”. Annie’s Project alumni 
who need a registration code should 
contact Robin Salverson, SDSU 
Extension Cow/Calf Field Specialist, 
at Robin.Salverson@sdstate.edu or 
605-374-4177.

Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) is 
a 90-minute training that teaches three 
simple steps anyone can learn to save 
a life from suicide. Program trainers 
liken it to CPR training and said that 

people trained in QPR learn how to 
recognize the warning signs and help 
someone in crisis.

The training will be provided by 
Leacey Brown, SDSU Extension 
Gerontology Field Specialist, 
and Andrea Bjornestad, associate 
professor and SDSU Extension 
Mental Health Specialist.

“QPR is a great way to learn 
strategies to help someone struggling 
mentally or emotionally,” said Brown. 
“For this training, Annie’s Project 
alumni can come together in a safe 
environment to network and learn.”

People in rural places face 
unique and uncontrollable stressors, 
particularly those involved with 
production agriculture, Bjornestad 
said, citing factors like weather and 
commodity prices. Rural families 
often must face those challenges 
on their own, which can lead to 

significant mental and emotional 
distress. 

“QPR helps empower participants 
to recognize and intervene with 
family, friends and acquaintances 
who are struggling with their mental 
health,” Bjornestad said. “The 
number of suicides has been declining 
in South Dakota, and we hope to 
continue to promote awareness on 
healthy coping strategies and stress 
management while decreasing stigma 
related to seeking help.”

For more information about QPR 
or Annie’s Project contact Robin 
Salverson, SDSU Extension Cow/
Calf Field Specialist and Annie’s 
Project Program Coordinator, at 
Robin.Salverson@sdstate.edu or 605-
374-4177. 

SDSU Extension offers suicide prevention 
training for Annie’s Project alumni

Company expects normal energy 
delivery and is prepared for extreme 
heat 

 
 As temperatures heat up, Alliant 

Energy says they are prepared to 
deliver the reliable energy customers 
need. In fact, Alliant Energy reports 
they consistently plan for the ongoing 
energy needs of customers by 
maintaining a balanced energy mix.  

According to Alliant Energy, 
preparation and a balanced energy 
mix are essential to ensuring they have 
sufficient resources to meet demand, 
especially when warmer than normal 

temperatures are predicted.  
As a member of the Midcontinent 

Independent System Operator 
(MISO), Alliant Energy 
communicates its projected supply 
of capacity. In turn, MISO monitors 
and manages the generation and 
transmission of electricity within a 
multi-state region, which includes 
Iowa and Wisconsin.  

Customers can voluntarily begin 
to reduce their energy use, which 
can help with their overall energy 
bills. Alliant Energy offers 5 tips to 
help customers reduce their energy 
consumption while staying cool 

Temperatures are climbing, Alliant Energy offers customers 
5 tips to manage energy use during the upcoming heat: 

Turn up your thermostat –Talk 
with your family about adjusting your 
thermostat; for example, consider 
setting it to 78 degrees during the day, 
higher in the overnight hours when 
you’re sleeping and turning it off 
when you are away. 

Close shades – This will keep the 
sun from warming rooms that then 
causes your AC to kick in and will 
keep the space cooler.  

Use cold water – Take cooler 
showers, wash clothes in cold water 
and adjust your water heater setting to 

120 degrees. 

Take care of your AC and vents 
– Clean or change your AC air filters 
and clear space around your air vents 
so your AC can move air through 
easier while also using less energy.  

Get an AC tune-up – Have a 
professional contractor tune up your 
AC unit to keep it performing its best. 

By taking these measures, 
customers can reduce their energy 
use, which will have a positive impact 
on their bills. For more information, 
visit alliantenergy.com/ways-to-save/
summer-bills.   

Troy Gochanour (left) was inducted into the Fairmont Raceway 
Hall of Fame for 2025.  The award was presented on Friday, June 
21 during the Friday night races

Receiving 2025 Fairmont Raceway Hall of Fame on Friday 
evening was Rick Clark (right). Clark received the induction 
award on Friday, June 21. Clark raced from 1971 to 1979.

Leslie (Manly) Iverson (left) received the Hall of Fame 
induction award for her husband, Trace Iverson, who died of 
cancer this past year. The award was presented on Friday, June 
21, 2025 during the Friday night races at Fairmont Raceway in 
Minnesota.

Locals inducted into Hall of Fame

My weekly column: 
Reflecting on the resilience 
of our communities one year 
after the devastating floods

By Rep. Randy Feenstra

One year ago, catastrophic floods 
devastated communities across 
Western Iowa. 

From Rock Valley, Correctionville, 
and Hawarden to Spencer, Sioux 
City, and Cherokee, countless towns 
faced unthinkable destruction and 
first responders bravely jumped into 
action. Homes, businesses, hospitals, 
schools, farms, and other infrastructure 
were damaged – many beyond repair 
– leaving families unsure of the 
future and communities looking for 
solutions. Tragically, several people 
even lost their lives. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with their families on this 
somber anniversary.

For 2024, storm-related damage 
across our state was estimated at 
nearly $550 million by August. 
This includes $130 million worth of 
damage to infrastructure as well as 
damage to 1,900 properties. In Rock 
Valley alone, nearly half of the town’s 
4,100 homes were impacted by the 
floods. Not included in this cost is the 

lost income for families, businesses, 
and farmers and the distress and 
uncertainty that affected so many 
people.

But even in the toughest of times, 
Iowans faced this challenge head-on 
and stepped up to help those who lost 
everything. With the overwhelming 
destruction, came an overwhelming 
response from our communities. 
People rallied around their neighbors, 
lent a helping hand, and volunteered 
their time serving food and cleaning 
up. Farmers deployed their payloaders 
to haul away debris, churches 
organized care packages, and local 
restaurants donated to flood recovery.

The emotional distress of losing 
everything is a toll that no dollar 
amount can cover. In the aftermath, 
I was on the ground with Governor 
Reynolds examining the damage and 
assisting in recovery efforts. I saw 
firsthand the loss and desperation that 
hit our communities. In those first few 
days following the floods, I worked to 
get presidential disaster declarations 
approved as quickly as possible to 
deliver federal relief and resources 
to Iowa. There was not a moment to 
spare.

As we continue to recover from last 
year’s devastating floods, it’s clear 
that our communities are resilient. 
When we get knocked down, we 
stand back up. When life takes a turn 

for the worse, our faith grounds us.
In the wake of these flood waters, 

we’ve found a renewed sense of 
community and togetherness. We 
have reaffirmed our Iowa values and 
are even more aligned in our focus 
on community growth and prosperity. 
Our Main Streets are recovering, 
crops are once again growing in our 
fields, and, slowly but surely, our 
homes are returning to normalcy. 

In Congress, I have been using my 
voice to advocate for those affected. 
Step by step, I have worked with 
FEMA and community leaders 
– and even spoke with Acting 
Administrator of FEMA, David 
Richardson – to help our families, 
neighbors, and communities recover 
and rebuild. Working with Terry 
Hemann—Superintendent of Spencer 
Community Schools—we were able 
to help Spencer Community Schools 
secure nearly $2 million to support 
flood recovery and cleanup efforts. 
Our office also worked to get the post 
offices in Rock Valley, Storm Lake, 
and Charter Oak reopened. 

On this one-year anniversary, while 
we mourn those lost and share our 
neighbors’ pain, we also recognize 
the resolve and resilience of Iowans. 
My promise to Iowa is that I will not 
quit until every community gets the 
full relief that they deserve and need 
to rebuild.

There’s more 
at stake in Iowa 
than brown lawns

 
By Randy Evans

People living in central Iowa 
received a wake-up call last week 
that should drag water-quality back 
in front of the state’s 3.2 million 
residents.

Iowa’s largest water supplier, one 
serving a fifth of the state’s homes 
and businesses, ordered its 600,000 
customers to immediately reduce 
water demand by ending lawn-
watering and cutting use in other 
ways.

Such orders typically come during 
persistent drought when water 
supplies are short. This time, water 
is plentiful. But Central Iowa Water 
Works is struggling to remove enough 
nitrates to make its water safe for 
human consumption.

This is not just a Des Moines 
area problem. This is an all-of-Iowa 
problem. 

While fertilizing lawns and golf 
courses in urban areas contributes 
to the nitrate problem, the primary 
reason, by far, for elevated levels 
of nitrates is excess application of 
commercial nitrogen fertilizer and 
manure on farm ground.

This focus on nitrates in drinking 
water is not some arcane concern 
motivated by fans of lush lawns. The 
heart of the issue is public health.

Nitrates are of special concern for 
infants under 6 months of age and 
pregnant women. Studies also suggest 
even nitrate levels below the federal 
safe-drinking-water standard could 

contribute to an increase in colon and 
rectal cancers, thyroid disease and 
some birth defects. 

Statistics from Central Iowa Water 
Works illustrate the scope of the 
current  problem: Federal regulations 
limit nitrates in public water supplies 
to no more than 10 milligrams per 
liter (mg/l). Nitrates in the “finished 
water” last week were at 9.8 mg/l 
after passing through the utility’s 
treatment plant.

Nitrates in the Raccoon River’s 
untreated water edged over 20 mg/l, 
the highest since a record of 24.39 
milligrams was set in 2013, utility 
officials said. Nitrates in the Des 
Moines River last week stood at 17.15 
mg/l.

Des Moines has operated a 
sophisticated nitrate-removal system, 
one of the world’s largest, since 1992. 
The system is used when nitrate levels 
jeopardize the utility’s ability to 
comply with federal water standards.

The system has run at capacity this 
spring more for than 50 consecutive 
days. The utility cannot keep up with 
customer demand because of the high 
nitrate levels in water entering the 
treatment plant.

There is no mystery what needs to 
be done. The “how” is contentious.

The mandatory water conservation 
steps announced last week put the 
spotlight on the chief cause of those 
high nitrate levels — agricultural 
runoff carrying nitrates from farm 
fields into Iowa’s streams, rivers and 
lakes.

Therein is the nub of the issue.
Scientists and politicians developed 

Iowa government’s plan for dealing 
with elevated levels of nitrates and 
phosphorus — called the nutrient 
reduction strategy — a dozen years 
ago. The plan is strictly voluntary, and 

improvement has been negligible. 
Ted Corrigan, general manager of 

the Des Moines Water Works, told 
Iowa Capital Dispatch in 2022 after 
a progress report came out: “The real 
solution is upstream. The landowners 
there are the solution-holders. They 
have the ability to make changes to 
the way they use their land in order to 
keep nutrients on the land and in the 
soil, where they belong.”

There is more to this issue than 
lawn esthetics, the hours city “splash 
pads” operate, and the ability to wash 
cars whenever drivers want.

High nitrate levels affect every 
Iowan, regardless of where they live. 
They pay more for tap water, and 
evidence suggests they may pay with 
their health, too. The latest report by 
the Iowa Cancer Registry shows Iowa 
is one of two states nationally with 
rising rates of new cancers cases. 

Sarah Green, executive director of 
the Iowa Environmental Council, a 
nonprofit group, said recently, “We 
know that our environment and our 
health are inextricably linked. With 
so many Iowans’ lives touched by 
cancer, it’s important that we explore 
every link and find ways we can work 
together to mitigate all potential 
sources of risk and save lives.”

Environmental groups criticize 
the nutrient reduction strategy as 
a solution that relies on “magical 
thinking.”

An Environmental Working Group 
study in 2021 found that three-fourths 
of the data showing high nitrate and 
phosphorus levels in rivers and lakes 
were in counties where at least 70 
percent of cropland is fertilized.

That year, Iowa Capital Dispatch 
looked at the environmental group’s 
data for Hardin County in north 
central Iowa. Seventy-eight percent of 

the county’s farm acres were treated 
with commercial fertilizers, and 23 
percent were fertilized with animal 
manure. Nitrate readings for river 
samples were as high as 34.8 mg/l, far 
above the federal standard, the group 
said.

Chris Jones, a retired University of 
Iowa research scientist, said Iowa’s 
water quality problems are not going 
away.

“This vulnerability is going to 
increase, there’s no doubt about it,” 
Jones told the Des Moines Register. 
“Until the state’s leaders come to 
grips with that, we are going to 
continue to see these problems at a 
greater frequency.”

Jones said although the federal limit 
for nitrates is 10 mg/l, even as much 
as 3 mg/l may lead to certain cancers. 

“If you live in Des Moines, you 
could go years without drinking water 
below 3 milligrams per liter,” he told 
the Register. “So, the fact that we are 
just meeting the standard at 10 and 
to do that we have to sacrifice lawn 
watering, well, that’s just a small part 
of the story.”



Wednesday, July 2nd
9:00 p.m. - Midnight		 Street Dance!  Band - IV Play	
			   Sponsored by Main Street Pub
			   Stage between Nyman TV & Furniture 
			   and Main Street Pub

Thursday, July 3rd
10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.	 S&B Farms Distillery open
8:15 p.m.			   Glow Run	Registration/8:45 Start
8:00 p.m. 			  Dance!  Blake Jack & South 35	
			   Sponsored by North Kossuth Golf Course on NKGC parking lot

Friday, July 4th
8:00 a.m. - 	2:00 p.m. 	 Main Street Pub - Bloody Mary Bar 
			   8 a.m. - 11 a.m. Biscuits & Gravy, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Lunch Special 
8:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.	 North Kossuth Clubhouse Open Food & Drinks
  

9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.	 S&B Farms Distillery open
			   4:00 p.m. Husky BBQ truck and beer garden outisde 

1010:00 a.m. - 	1:30 p.m. 	 Johanson’s Café  
			   (Lunch Special)

10:00 a.m.			  Kiddie Parade
			   Line up in Bancroft Tire parking lot

10:30 a.m.   		  PARADE 
			   Promoted by Bancroft Chamber of Commerce 
			   Line up begins in front of Accura Healthcare of Bancroft 

Activities in the city park area (unless noted)

11:00 a.m. - 	12:00 p.m.	Music by DJ Levey the Great

11:00 a.m. -   1:00 p.m.	Photo Booth
11:00 a.m. -   4:00 p.m.	Lucky Wife Slushies
11:30 a.m. 		  Happy Train Rides (Sponsored by Grant Vaske-Pioneer Seeds)

11:30 a.m. - 	12:30 p.m.	Stroll Around Magic Show by Levey the Great

11:30 a.m.	 -	   2:00 p.m.	American Legion BBQ (FREE beverages, sponsored by BMU)

12:30 p.m.			  Tot Trot City Park grassy area

TBD			   Pool Open
1:00 p.m.			   Volleyball Tournament
1:00 p.m.-	 1:30 p.m.		 Magic Show by DJ Levey the Great  
1:00 p.m.-	 4:00 p.m.		 Bancroft Historical Museum Open 
1:00 p.m.- 	4:00 p.m.		 Music by DJ Levey the Great

1:30 p.m.- 3:30 p.m.		 Face Painting by Levey the Great

1:30 p.m.			   Water Balloon Fight/Super Soakers
2:00 p.m.			   Baggo Tournament
3:00 p.m.-	 5:00 p.m.		 Fireman Water Fights by Bancroft Fire Department

4:30 p.m.			   Teen Amazing Race/Scavenger Hunt
5:00 p.m.-	 6:00 p.m.		 BINGO
5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.		 Bancroft Potluck Block Party 
			   Food served until 7:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.			   Adult and Kid Relay Races
10:00 p.m.			  Fireworks Bancroft Memorial Park 
			   Sponsored by the City of Bancroft and Bancroft Area Rotary Club. 
			   Thank you to Bancroft Fire Department for the Fireworks Display!

1 Mile
Glow Run

  www.funinbancroft .org  •  Events & times are subject to change

Celebrate 
Independence Day 

in Bancroft, Iowa
Schedule of Events: July 2, 3 & 4

American 
Legion BBQ

Celebration Sponsors
A special thank you to our

STAR $500
Bancroft Area Rotary
Bancroft Housing Agency 
Bancroft Implement
Bancroft Municipal Utility
Bob Boland Ford, Inc.
Bremik,LLC
Charlie Kennedy Memorial
Dacken & Associates 
	 Insurance 
Deitering Bros., Inc.
Fidelity Bank & Trust
Greg Penning & Co., LLC 
Precision Management

STRIPE $300
Bancroft Dance Academy
Central States Agency, LLC
James and Eileen Kadow
Johanson’s Cafe
Nyman TV & Furniture,LLC
Ronald and Natalie Becker
S & B Farms Distillery
StateLine Cooperative
TJ and Jennay Antoine
Tom and Judy Goche

RED  $200
Andi’s Floral & 
	 Embellishments 
Berte Repair
Cheryl Antoine
Ellengray Kennedy
Hager Foods, LLC
Styling Station

WHITE  $100
Bob and Mary Deitering
Car-Go Express
Dave and DeMaris Fritzler
Eileen & Gregg 
	 Elsbecker Builders 
Greater Bancroft Company
Janice Deitering
Jeff Theisen
Larry and Cindy Vaske
Linda Nemmers
Michael and Christine Klenz
Oakcrest Funeral Services 
Paul and Crysti Neuman
Phillip Goche
Roger Wilhelmi
Tom and Mary Jansen
Vernon and Jodie White

BLUE  $50
Brian and Judy Vaske
Cook’s New Steel & Supplies 
Garlene Schmidt
John and Janet Potthoff
Raymond and Debra Govern
Spa Dee Dah, Too!
Stanley and Doris Benway 

Firemen’s 
Water 

Fights!

Two 
Bands!

The businesses 
listed above are also 

Poster Sponsors.

Bancroft Potluck
Block Party

Sandwiches & Chips Provided

Bring Your Favorite Sides, Salads,
and Beverages!

Remember Your Chairs, 
Coolers, and Yard Games

Poster Sponsors

Thank you for your support!

Bancroft Register
Bancroft Tire
Brand FX
Buscher Bros. RV - Algona, IA
Car-Go Express
Clipper It Up!
Dacken and Associates
Deitering Bros.
Fidelity Bank
Greg Penning & Co., LLC
J&R Electric
KBEW 98.1 FM
Kemna Auto Center - Algona, IA
Kemna Quick Lane
Kossuth Regional Health Center
Laubenthal Insurance Services, LLC
Main Street Pub
NJL Chiropractic - Dr. Nick Larson
Reutzel Excavating Inc.
S&B Farm Distillery
Saintly Treasures Thrift Store
spa-dee-dah, too! & Bancroft Boutique
Stateline Cooperative
Tigges Chiropractic
Vaske Sales and Service - Chuck, Marilyn, Rob









YOUR COMMUNITY
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER
YOUR PROPERTY TAXES • SCHOOL FINANCE  
CITY GOVERNMENT • FRIDAY NIGHT’S GAME

THE ROADS YOU TRAVEL • YOUR FAMILY REUNION 
YOUR DAUGHTER’S WEDDING • YOUR SON’S 

GRADUATION • THE BIRTH OF YOUR GRANDCHILD

No one covers the news that affects your 
life like your community newspaper.

Stateline Publications
Armstrong Journal • Bancroft Register 

Ringsted Dispatch • Swea City Herald-Press
We’re your newspaper

712-868-3460 or 515-885-2531
clint@armstrongjournal.com       
 bancroftregister@yahoo.com

statelinepubs.com

Number 1 Trailers:
• Aluma Trailers 
• H & H Trailers

• Yacht Club Boat Trailers
• Also Sun Heat Heaters

DITSWORTH AUTO
Roger Ditsworth    885-2506, Bancroft
Cell Ph.: 515-341-0832   ditsworthauto.com

Mitch’s
Towing
Wrecker • Rollback • Recovery

Mitch Preston
Armstrong, IA • 712-363-0394

AAA - Cross Country - Approved

J & J Recycling
2341 Hwy. 169, Elmore, Minnesota

Phone:  507-943-3653
Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 pm.
Closed over lunch from 11:45 -1 p.m.

Closed Saturdays

YOU BRING IT
WE’LL BUY IT!!

~  ROLL OFF SERVICE AVAILABLE ~
10, 20 & 30 YARD BOXES

Buying across the scale by the ton!
Iron, cars, trucks, tin, wire, machinery,

farm equipment and any other metals you may 
have on the farm or around the shop. Also buying 
aluminum cans, copper, brass, batteries, cast iron, 

radiators, stainless steel, wire, etc.

Laura Schuelke
Stylist/Owner at In Style Salon

in Armstrong
Tue. -  Fri. 8-4:30

Weekend - Closed
712-209-7465
Men • Women • Children

Tree Service
Kevin Jasa’s Tree Service

• Tree Trimming
• Removal

• Stump Grinding
• Insured

712-362-5526 or 712-209-0751

AND DETAIL CENTER
Estherville, Iowa 51334  •  712-362-3950

Computerized Estimates • Certified Technicians • Complete Car Care

Mark Olson • Fenton, IA • 888-889-2982

Insertion Information
Publication: Armstrong Journal
Publication: Church Page
Ad Size: 18p x 21p
Color: 4-Color
Contact: Becky Collins

becky@resourcefulcommunications.com or
712-358-0358
Tim Johnson
tjohnson@ringtelco.com 712-866-1456

www.ringtelco.com
712-866-8000 Ringsted

712-868-8000 Armstrong

Proudly providing
Telephone, Internet, Cable

Television and Wireless
services to 

Ringsted & Armstrong

We have a wireless plan &
phone to fit all your needs

Proudly providing
Telephone, Internet, and

Cable Television
services to

Ringsted, Armstrong and
Swea City

www.ringtelco.com
712-866-8000 Ringsted

712-868-8000 Armstrong
515-870-8000 Swea City

David Laubenthal - Agent
specializing in crop insurance

1002 390th St.
Bancroft, IA
david.laubins@gmail.com

515-341-6053 (c)
515-598-7872 (f)

Armstrong Public Library Hrs.:
Monday noon - 6

Wednesday 10 - 6
Friday noon - 6

Saturday 9 - 1
Ph. 712-868-3353

HHP://www.armstrong.lib.ia.us

Library 
Board 

meets on 
the third 
Monday 
of the 

month,
5:00 p.m.

RINGSTED
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Sun. & Mon. Closed
Tues. and Thurs.  12:30 - 6:00

Wed.   9:00 - 2:00
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00

PH.: 866-0878

28 Years in Business
Bancroft, Iowa

“Servicing & Supporting the 
             Surrounding Communities”

Home, Commercial & Farm Wiring
Contact/Schedule

P.J. Ingalls • 515-320-1129

Pressure Washer
Sales & Service

Your Local Aaladin Dealer
300 - 5000 psi • Hot & Cold

Hoses, Wands, Blaster Nozzles, Biosecure
DAVID HILL, Owner/Operator

507-235-5503

Business &
Professional

Directory

SPECIALIZING IN 
LARGE and

 DIFFICULT TREE 
PROJECTS

THATE’S
TREE SERVICE
Serving You Since 1977

www.thatetree.com

1-800-225-8733
Complete professional care for Commercial, 

Residential, and Agricultural Property

Rock • Gravel • Clay
Dirt • Demolition

Excavating • Manure
Trucking • Crushed Concrete

Heavy Hauling

Mike                             Jamie

Barb Nemmers, EA
Amy Fossen, EA
Julia Fritsche

423-6th Street, Armstrong, IA 50514
712-868-3943 • Fax 712-868-1010

Laura Schuelke
Stylist/Owner at In Style Salon

in Armstrong
Tue. -  Fri. 8-4:30

Weekend - Closed
712-209-7465
Men • Women • Children

CLARK
Auction Service, LLC
Your Local Auctioneers

Dave Guerdet
712-363-4799

dave@clarkauctions.comAuctioneers:
Jerry Clark-515-320-2213      Dave Guerdet-712-363-4799

Steve Fausch-507-235-5892
www.clarkauctions.com

CAS Clark Auction Service
Steve Fausch Auctioneers

CAS
Auctioneers:

Jerry Clark-515-320-2213      Dave Guerdet-712-363-4799
Steve Fausch-507-235-5892

www.clarkauctions.com

CAS Clark Auction Service
Steve Fausch Auctioneers

CAS

• Fully Insured
• Weekly Lawn Care
• Landscaping
• Snow Removal
• Maintenance
• Power Washing
• Privacy Fencing
• Hedge, Bush, 
   Minor Tree Trimming
• Spring & Fall Cleanup
• Minor Grading & 
    Excavating

Silas Goche
515-320-4233 • Bancroft, Iowa

Your Ad Here!

Bring more 
shoppers to 
your door with 
locally focused 
advertising from 
the experts.
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Proceedings of 
Ringsted
City Council
COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS  	

June 18, 2025
6:00 CITY HALL
The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 pm.

Present: Council: Larsen, Morris, 
Laidig, Petersen, Nielsen present. 
Mayor Mike Rasmussen absent.

Staff present: Sommer Nielsen, clerk 
Toby Morris, superintendent

AGENDA as posted was approved by 
Laidig, seconded by Petersen, carried.

CONSENT AGENDA for May 12, 

2025 was approved by Morris, seconded 
by Petersen, carried.

Housing Commission will set next 
meeting and would like to invite the 
Mayor, Clerk and Sheriff. They will be 
updating policies and moving forward 
with nuisance properties. 

Superintendent resignation 
approved by Morris, seconded by 
Laidig, carried. 

Resolution #06-2025, set 
superintendent salary approved, all 
ayes, carried.  

Resolution #07-2025, set clerk salary 
approved, all ayes, carried. 

ADJOURNMENT at 8:00 pm 
approved by Morris, seconded by 
Larsen, carried.

BILLS APPROVED:
Alliant-Svcs	 $2029.36
Armstrong Service Cnt- Svc 	 $90.00 
Baker & Taylor- Books 	 $122.13 
Dahls Tree Svc - Svc 	 $488.00 
Delta Dental-Ins	 $94.56
Demco - Supp 	 $114.42 
ECCOG-Svcs	 $1619.09 

Esterville News	 $59.00
HIC- Supp 	 $81.11 
IRS-Tax	 $1411.30 
IDR-Tax	 $324.62 
Ipers-Retire	 $1217.82
J. Black- Svc 	 $500.00
Jensen Builders- Svc	 $2075.00 
M.Rogers - reimb	 $171.64 
MidAmerican	 $283.76 
NuWay Coop- Svc	 $1177.96 
Postmaster	 $68.32 
Dispatch-Svcs	 $511.58 
Library-Alloc.	 $1000.00 
RingTel-Svcs	 $225.02 
Shamrock Recycle-Svcs	 $882.40 
Sheriff	 $1256.65 
Sieverts Furniture- Supp	 $950.77 
SS Collision- Svc	 $500.00 
State Hygienic-Lab	 $159.50 
Trionfo-Ins	 $82.21 
Wellmark-Ins	 $1401.70 
Employees-Wages	 $11399.75 
TOTAL 	 $30297.67  

BY FUND: 
General 	 $8903.78 
Road Use 	 $3573.50  

Water 	 $1407.23 
Sewer 	 $857.04 
Garbage 	 $3156.37 
TOTAL 	 $17897.92  

RECEIPTS 
General 	 $8868.57 
Tort	 $6192.65 
Road 	 $3552.75 
T&A	 $4434.25 
Local Option 	 $4132.41 
Debt 	 $3553.20 
Water 	 $4577.83 
Sewer 	 $4793.61 
Storm 	 $358.38 
Garbage 	 $4060.41 
TOTAL 	 $44524.06

ATTEST:
SOMMER NIELSEN,  CLERK
TRAVIS NIELSEN, 
       MAYOR PRO TEM	

(Published June 25, 2025)

Your Right To Know
Proceedings of 
North Union 
Board of 
Education 
Minutes

May 20, 2025
The regular monthly meeting of the 

North Union Board of Education was 
held on May 20, 2025 at 5:00 pm in the 
Library, High School Campus.

Members present: Miller, Nielsen, 
Pergande, Pixler, Von Bank

Members absent: None
Others present: Supt Schueller, 

Secretary Rogers, member of the 
community

Miller moved to approve the 
agenda as presented; Pixler seconded.  
Unanimous ayes.

Report was received by Supt 
Schueller.

Miller made a motion to approve the 
consent agenda, approving the prior 
meeting minutes, bills, and financial 
reports as presented; Pixler seconded.  
Unanimous ayes.

Miller moved to approve the 
operation sharing agreements of the 
following positions with North Kossuth 
CSD for 2025-26:  Superintendent-
Travis Schueller, School Business 
Official-Erin Rogers, HR-Jennie 
Larsen, and Transportation Director-
Nathan Hanson; Nielsen seconded.  
Unanimous ayes.

Pixler moved to approve the 
agreements to share teachers and 
staff with North Kossuth CSD for the 
2025-26 school year; Pergande seconed.  
Unanimous ayes.

Pergande moved to approve the 
Armstrong roof repair as presented; 
Miller seconded.  Unanimous ayes.

Nielsen moved to approve the 
resignation of Merle Tigges as the head 
girls basketball coach, effective at the 
end of the 2024-25 school year; Pixler 
seconded.  Unanimous ayes.

Miller moved to approve Jessie 
Parsons as an assistant volleyball 
coach for the 2025-26 school year; 
Nielsen seconded.  Unanimous ayes.

Nielsen moved to approve Chris 
Stevens as the cross country coach 
for the 2025-26 school year; Pixler 
seconded.  Unanimous ayes.

Pixler moved to approve Patricia 
Harmon as an elementary special 
education paraprofessional for the 
2025-26 school year; Miller seconded.  
Unanimous ayes.

Nielsen moved to approve Taylor 
Heidt as an elementary cook for the 
2025-26 school year; Miller seconded.  
Unanimous ayes.

Miller moved to approve Matt 
Rogers as the Fenton Maintenance 
Director for the 2025-26 school year; 
Pixler seconded.  Unanimous ayes.

The next board meeting was 
tentatively scheduled for Monday, 
June 16, 2025 at 5:00 pm.  Joint board 
meeting will be held Monday, June 9th 
at 5:30 at the Swea City campus.

Pixler moved; Nielsen seconded to 
adjourn the meeting of the 2024-2025 
Board of Education. 

Jennifer Von Bank, President
Erin Rogers, Secretary

North Union CSD	
MAY 2025 BILLS	

GENERAL FUND:	
ACDA, Services	 325.00
AFLAC, Payroll	 226.68
AGSOURCE LABS, Services	 113.50
AIRBNB, Services	 323.79
ALLIANT UTILITIES
  Services	 6,737.28
AMAZON, Supplies	 784.21
ARMSTRONG BUILDING SUPPLY
  Supp	 2,154.85
ARMSTRONG JOURNAL
  Services	 389.40
ARMSTRONG SERVICE CENTER
  Supplies	 742.84
BENNETT RECYCLING
  Services	 1,605.00
BOMGAARS, Supplies	 345.40
BW GAS, Supplies	 63.99
CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIB
  Supplies	 812.00
CITY OF ARMSTRONG
  Services	 704.65
DHS CASHIER, Services	 2,041.69
DOLLAR GENERAL, Supplies	 15.25
EBS, Insurance	 48,452.17
FARM BUREAU, Payroll	 90.00
FENTON COOP TELEPHONE
  Services	 208.40
GARNER HAYFIELD CSD
  Supplies	 625.00
HASSEBROEK REFRIGERATION
  Svcs	 205.00
HYVEE, Supplies	 455.00
IOWA COMM NETWORK
  Services	 108.70
IOWA LAKES COMM COLLEGE
  Svcs	 40.00
J W PEPPER, Supplies	 55.49
J.H. LARSON COMPANY
  Supplies	 143.37
JT EXCAVATING LLC
  Services	 485.00
LAKELAND TAG, Services	 35.00
MIKE LOOFT TANKWAGON
  Supplies	 2,755.66

NORTH KOSSUTH CSD
  Services	 88,955.16
NU NUTRITION, Supplies	 407.88
ONESOURCE, Services	 73.50
OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE
  Supplies	 33.12
OTHER PLACE, Supplies	 17.78
PERGANDE ENTERPRISES
  Svcs	 820.00
PETTY CASH	 100.00
PRESTO-X-CO, Services	 86.14
RELIABLE GLASS SOLUTIONS
  Supp	 555.29
REMOTE PC, Services	 59.50
RINGTEL COMM, Services	 440.72
SCHOOL SPECIALTY
  Supplies	 263.32
SCHUELLER, TRAVIS, Reimb	245.00
TEACHER SYNERGY
  Supplies	 84.00
TIMBERLINE BILLING
  Services	 210.83
VOYA INST TRUST, Payroll	 859.16
Zotz, Robert, Reimb	 42.00
Fund Total:	 164,297.72

ACTIVITY FUND:	
AMAZON, Supplies	 129.75
ANDIS FLORAL, Supplies	 62.00
ARMSTRONG BUILDING SUPPLY
  Supp	 1,578.66
ARMSTRONG JOURNAL
  Supplies	 85.25
ARMSTRONG LOCKER
  Supplies	 86.40
ARMSTRONG SERVICE CENTER
  Supplies	 214.11
ATHLON IA LLC, Services	 79.00
BELMOND COUNTRY CLUB
  Services	 48.00
Bernhard, Carole, Reimb	 27.00
BLACK, KATIE, Reimb	 522.59
BOMGAARS, Supplies	 285.78
CARDMEMBER SERVICE
  Supplies	 87.04
CENTER SPORTS, Supplies	 1,195.83
CENTRAL SPRINGS CSD
  Entry	 200.00
CHAD BROWN BASKETBALL
  Services	 375.00
DEMERS, JIM, Services	 395.00
DICKINSON CO NATURE
  Svcs	 20.00
DYCUS, THOMAS, Services	 600.00
ELC COMMUNITY SCHOOL
  Entry	 150.00
GAMING GALAXY, Services	 966.00
GARNER HAYFIELD CSD
  Entry	 125.00
GRABINOSKI, JOEL, Services	180.00
GREAT SHOTS, Services	 1,485.00
HANSEN, CHRISTOPHER
  Reimb	 62.37
IAHSGCA, Dues	 45.00
IMAGES BY CRYSTAL LYNN
  Supp	 100.00
ISD 2752, Entries	 350.00
JKP DESIGNS, Supplies	 594.00
KBEW, Services	 124.54
KILR, Services	 64.00
LAKESIDE GOLF COURSE
  Entry	 120.00
LARSEN, JARED/AUTUMN
  Reimb	 138.51
NATIONAL FFA ORG
  Supplies	 276.00
OLIVE GARDEN, Supplies	 1,207.63
PETTY CASH	 1,240.00
POCAHONTAS AREA CSD
  Entry	 125.00
PRIMGHAR GOLF COURSE
  Entry	 35.00
PROCTOR, SARAH, Reimb	 89.95
RWC, Services	 70.00
ROLLING HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
  Entry	 157.00
SAINT EDMOND HIGH SCHOOL
  Svcs	 194.00
SAM’S CLUB, Supplies	 62.98
SOUTH HILLS GOLF COURSE
  Entry	 33.00
SPRING VALLEY GOLF COURSE
  Entry	 383.00
Walders, Allison, Reimb	 61.32
WEST HANCOCK CSD, Entry	 200.00
WILLOW CREEK GOLF COURSE
  Entry	 56.00
Fund Total:	 14,686.71

PHYSICAL PLANT & EQUIP FUND:	
ACCESS TECHNOLOGIES
  Lease	 3,285.13
CDW GOVERNMENT, INC.
  Svcs	 20,010.00
CENTURION INDUSTRIES INC
  Supp	 8,872.50
IOWA GREEN ROOFING
  Services	 24,975.00
MICHAELSON, INC, Services	 670.32
NEXT GENERATION TECH
  Services	 7,379.99
PERGANDE ENTERPRISES
  Services	 500.00
REI, Equipment	 1,702.00
Fund Total:	 67,394.94

NUTRITION FUND:	
ARMSTRONG BUILDING SUPPLY
  Supp	 5.99
BOLLINGER, NICOLE, Refund	 58.50
DEITERING, KELLY, Refund	 86.90
DEAN FOODS, Supplies	 2,088.71
HAGER FOODS, Supplies	 590.80
HYVEE, Supplies	 58.32
MARTENS, LACY, Refund	 32.30
MARTIN BROTHERS
  Supplies	 8,335.07
NU GENERAL, Payroll	 12,083.05
OLESON, JOSHUA, Refund	 192.25
OLSEN, CRYSTAL, Refund	 14.75
STROEBEL, KIYRA, Refund	 23.05
WEISBROD, TERRY, Refund	 24.15
Fund Total:	 23,593.84

TOTAL:	 269,973.21

(Published June 25, 2025)



Supervisors give 
distinguished service 
awards

By Michael Tidemann	

Five Emmet County employees 
were recognized with service awards 
by the Emmet County Board of 
Supervisors at their Tuesday, June 17 
meeting.

Those recognized included: Jill 
White, recorder’s office, 10 years; 
JAbby Wallin appeared before 
the board regarding her possible 
reappointment as Emmet County 
mental health advocate for fiscal 
2026.

Wallin said her current contract 
ends June 30. 

She said she has worked with Emmet 
county for a few years and the county 
could continue contracting with her 
if they chose as services move from 
the current mental-health region to an 
administrative services organization. 
Wallin said she currently serves nine 
northwestern Iowa counties.

“Abby is invaluable,” said 
Magistrate David Forsyth, who has 
been in his position for 12 years. 
“It’s really useful to have an advocate 
that’s out there.”

Forsyth said Wallin goes out of 
her way to find various services that 
dovetail to fit persons with a dual 
diagnosis of substance abuse and 
mental illness.

“It’s really invaluable because I 
don’t have to worry about them,” said 
Forsyth. “I would urge the county to 
retain the services. The continuity 
of the contact is pretty important,” 
Forsyth said. 

Emmet County Attorney Melanie 
Summers Bauler suggested Sue Duhn 
for the position. Supervisor John Pluth 
agreed, making that motion.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this Sunday.

NAZARETH LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Armstrong, Iowa
Vicar Kim Kacmarynski

WEDNESDAY, June 25
	 Church Closed and Carpet
		  Cleaning continues	
THURSDAY, June 28
	 9:30 - 10:30 p.m.  Food Pantry Open
SUNDAY, June 29
	 9 a.m. Worship Service and
		  Healing Service

Church Services
Weekly church messages are contributed by these

concerned and responsible citizens & businesses listed below!

Join the church service directory!
List your business here ——

Call the office -- 712-868-3460 -- of the
Armstrong Journal / Ringsted Dispatch today!!

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
PRINTING NEEDS

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

Dan’s Repair
866-0211 • RINGSTED, IA

Petersen Insurance Agency
Graettinger            JONATHAN                Ringsted

PETERSEN       859-3841                              866-1826

Insertion Information
Publication: Armstrong Journal
Publication: Church Page
Ad Size: 22.5p x 5.5p
Color: 4-Color
Contact: Becky Collins

becky@resourcefulcommunications.com or
712-358-0358
Tim Johnson
tjohnson@ringtelco.com 712-866-1456

www.ringtelco.com
712-866-8000 Ringsted

712-868-8000 Armstrong

712-868-3500
Armstrong, Iowa

 
712-866-3500
Ringsted, Iowa

Member FDIC

Main 712-362-3322
Downtown 712-362-2641

Estherville, Iowa

NorthStar Agency
Ringsted 712-866-0220

Estherville 712-362-2606

ARMSTRONG JOURNAL
RINGSTED DISPATCH

                                     712-868-3460

Embellishments & Floral
Hwy. 169. Bancroft • 515-885-2230

www.andisfloral.com

www.ringtelco.com
712-866-8000 Ringsted

712-868-8000 Armstrong
515-870-8000 Swea City

Member FDIC

BankMidwest.comArmstrong 712.864.3250

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC

CHURCH
Armstrong, Iowa

Rev. Paul Kelly, retiring
Rev. Brian Feller, new Reverend

SUNDAY, June 29, 2025	
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s, 
E’ville
TUESDAY, July 1, 2025
	 9 a.m. Adoration @St. Patrick’s
	 11:30 a.m. Sacrament/Recon-St. 
Pat’s
	 12 noon Mass at St. Patrick’s, E’ville
SUNDAY, July 6, 2025	
	 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s, E’ville
TUESDAY, July 8, 2025
	 NO Mass sat St. Mary’s
	 9 a.m. Adoration @St. Patrick’s
	 NO Sacrament/Recon-St. Pat’s
	 NO noon Mass at St. Patrick’s, E’ville

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
Armstrong, Iowa

Rev. Lyndon Roesler

SUNDAY, June 29, 2025
 	 9 a.m. Worship Service 			 
	 10 a.m. Fellowship Coffee 
	 10:15 a.m. Adult Sunday  School
TUESDAY, July 1
	 10 a.m. VV Bible Time
	 10:30 a.m. Spring Creek Bible Time
	 Note: AA at 7 p.m. every Wed. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
                  Dolliver, Iowa
SUNDAY, June 29, 2025
	 9 a.m. Worship Service

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
Ringsted, Iowa

Vicar Kim Kacmarynski

SUNDAY, June 29, 2025
Peter and Paul Apostles Sunday
	 10:30 a.m. Worship Service at United
		  with Healing Service 

Obituaries

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Armstrong, Iowa

and
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ringsted, Iowa

SUNDAY, June 29, 2025
	 9 a.m. Sunday Service,  at Ringsted
		  For the month of July joint services  		
		  are in the Armstrong Church
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Area
Coming Events 

Thursday, June 26
	 5 p.m. Ringsted Community 
Action Club meeting.  Note change 
of time, Ringsted gazebo, inside 
Legion if inclement weather.

Fri., June 27 - Sun., June 29
	 Swea City Fun Days; Three full 
days that start on 27th at 5 p.m. with 
Firemen’s Supper at the Swea City 
Fire Station; see poster in this paper 
for more information
 
Saturday, June 28
	 10 a.m. ABC Golf Tournament; 
Sign up at Golf course, email or 
contact Lacy Martens; 4-person best 
ball, register at 9:30 a.m. & tee-off at 
10 a.m.
	 5 - 7 p.m. Ringsted Fire Department
Ribeye Steak Sandwich at Legion 
Community Center; support the Fire 
Department
                 
Sunday, June 29
	 4:30 - 9 p.m. BBQ Ribs or Grilled 
Shrimp Specials at Johanson’s Cafe 
in Bancroft, Iowa; served with baked 
potato, cole slaw & garlic toast; eat 
in or take out!

Friday, July 4
	 3 - 5 p.m. A-R Class of 1980 
celebrating their 45 year class 
reunion at The Garage, Armstrong;                       
Dlheck62@gmail.com
                       ~ ~ ~ 
•Ringsted City Council meets 2nd 
Monday of each month 6 p.m.  

•Armstrong City Council meets 
2nd Wednesday of each month

•Armstrong Heritage Museum, 
Open Wed. 1-3 p.m.; Coffee pot’s on!

•ABC - Armstrong Betterment Club 
meets 3rd Wednesday of ea. month 
@Community Center

•Armstrong City Recycling: 1st & 
3rd Friday of ea. month

•Armstrong Public Library board 
meetings, 3rd Mon. of ea. mo. @
library 5 p.m.;  Friends of Armstrong 
Library 3rd Mon. of ea. mo. @6 p.m.  

•Notice: Emmet County Courthouse 
closed Monday, July 21, 2025, for 
RAGRAI

Dorothy Ann Marie 
Zielske

Funeral service for Dorothy Zielske 
was held on Tuesday, June 24, 2025, 
at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Swea City, Iowa, with Pastor Sara 
Heutinck officiating.

Dorothy Ann Marie Zielske, 
daughter of Albert and Edna (Ahrens) 
Zierke, born February 7, 1937 in 
Blue Earth, Minnesota. She passed 
away June 18, 2025 at the age of 
88 at Valley View Care Center, in 
Armstrong, Iowa.

Dorothy spent her formidable 
younger years in and around Faribault 
County, Minnesota graduating from 
Elmore High School. While being 
raised on a farm northeast of Elmore 
she developed a love for horses that 
would later become her life’s passion.

On a Saturday night in a dance 
hall with her girlfriends, she spotted 
Dean Zielske and the cherubs sang. 
Winning her heart, they eloped a few 
months later and were wed in the 
Methodist Parsonage in Swea City 
on March 4, 1956. Mind you this was 
while Dorothy’s parents were visiting 
her sister in Rochester, MN.

Dorothy and Dean settled in Swea 
City and her dream began to raise 
Arabian horses. Dorothy showed 
Arabians throughout the Midwest 
and as far reaching as Scottsdale AZ. 
As a member of the Minnesota and 
Iowa Arabian Horse Associations 
she was asked to judge classes on 
several occasions. Dorothy became a 
profound breeder in the Arabian world 
known for her keen eye for traditional 
conformation.

Raising 3 children who were avid 
sports participants Dorothy never 
missed a game in support of her 
children, commonly voicing her 
opinion, be it to the coach, the referees 
or the competition. As a lifelong 
member of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church she served on several circles.

Left to cherish Dorothy’s memory 
are her three children: Mark and his 
partner Renee of Swea City; Wendy 
of Swea City; and Mitch and his wife 
Rhonda also of Swea City. 

Dorothy was preceded in death by 
her husband Dean, her parents, and all 
of her siblings.

In lieu of flowers, Dorthy’s family 
requests donations to your local 
humane society in her name. 

Online condolences may 
be left for Dorothy’s family at 
HenryOlsonFuneral.com

   Days Gone By

One hundred years ago: June 1925   Publisher: H.B. Sturtevant

The marriage of Toy Haworth, of this place, and Miss Ann Smith, a 
teacher in our schools, was solemnized at Britt, Ia., on Tuesday, June 16, 
at 3:30 at the Congregational parsonage.

Mr. and Mrs. Jensen and a son and daughter, who have been living 
at Syracuse, M.Y., came a week or two ago to make their home here. 
They purchased the stock and machinery of Godfrey Knight and are now 
located on the Knight farm south of town.

The Campfire Girls, with their guardian, Mrs. M. Anderberg, went to 
Interlaken on Monday, to camp for a week or ten days.

Seventy five years ago: June 1950
Publisher: Robert E. Burns

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richmond of Ames were weekend visitors in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Richmond. Grace Eleanor Richmond 
accompanied them back to Ames and she is attending the summer quarter 
at Iowa State college.

John Thorson, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Thorson, Armstrong, is one 
of 56 Iowa State college Air Force ROTC students who will attend a six-
week summer camp. John will report to Scott Air Force Base, Belleville, 
Ill., on June 25.

Leon Looft escaped injury Monday morning when his car crashed 
headlong into a storm sewer barricade on S. Albion Avenue in Fairmont.

Fifty years ago: June 1975  Publisher: Jerry D. Wiseman
 
Barbara Mitchell, 18 year old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. 

Mitchell of rural Armstrong was named “Miss Neat as a Pin” and received 
a trophy and a $25 scholarship at the Miss Emmet County pageant.

Paul Sarff and Doug Jenson, members of the Waldorf College choir, 
recently returned from a 25-day tour of five European counties with the 
group.

Phil Henriksen, Lynn Hansen, and Dan Lindholm rode their bicycles 
from Armstrong to the Lindholm cottage at Spirit Lake on Saturday. 
The last five miles of the ride were spent battling with the storm of the 
afternoon.

 
Twenty five years ago: June 2000
Publisher: Jerry D. Wiseman

Photo: Molly Rezac, who already has a nice collection of gold medals 
from Wheelchair Competition at the Iowa Girls State Track Meet the last 
two years, is moving on to national competition this week.

Photo: Elmer “Mose” Champine enjoyed a special Father’s Day visit at 
Valley Vue Care Center from his son Chuck. An afternoon tea at the care 
center honored all fathers.

Photo: Don Jenson drove Isabelle Ramsey in his surrey with the fringe 
on top in the Gruver centennial parade on June 24. 

Ten years ago: June 2015 Publisher: Kristin Grabinoski

Photo: Mr. and Mrs. Kurt and Luanne Bjorklund of Armstrong, IA, 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Tarah Catherine Bjorklund, 
to Abhi Sachdev, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vijay and Bindia Sachdev of 
Blaine, MN.

Photo: Three North Union sixth graders received the Warrior Citizenship 
Award during the end of the year school assembly on Wednesday, May 
20. Pictured are Michael Hanson, Halle Rezac, and Josie Hovick.

Photo: A Monday morning storm, June 22, 2015, with rain and strong 
winds, took the back out of the building that once housed the bowling 
alley in Armstrong. Those working in the press room at the Journal 
location next door, heard the back of the building collapse at 7:15 a.m. 
No one was injured.

By Clint DavisDays Gone By
  

What The Armstrong Journal said in...

Supervisors Present Service Awards
Emmet County employees received services awards at the Board of 

Supervisors meeting Tuesday, June 17. From left are: Jill White, recorder’s 
office, 10 years; Jeff Quastad, supervisor, 10 years; Board Chair Lisa 
Hansen, congratulating recipients; Walter Davis-Oeth, secondary roads 
engineer, 10 years; and Alex Ewen, secondary roads, 20 years. Not pictured 
but receiving his award previously was Kevin Shryock, secondary roads, 
10 years.

However, Supervisors Jeff Quastad, 
Tim Schumacher, Todd Glasnapp 
and Board Chair Lisa Hansen leaned 
toward Wallin, citing the need for 
continuity and Forsyth’s endorsement.

Pluth withdrew his motion due to 
the lack of a second, and Schumacher 
moved that the matter of filling the 
position be tabled for one week, and 
the board agreed.

In other business, Perry Russell 
discussed the state of the Avenue of 
Flags on Courthouse property. Russell 
said overwatering has made the soil 
spongy which he said has led to flag 
mounts sinking into the ground. “All 
the mounts are sinking,” Russell said. 
Meanwhile, Russell said the mounts 
are not sinking at Veterans Memorial 
Park on Central Avenue which is not 
watered. 

Quastad said he would meet with 
Russell to try to find a solution.

In other business, the board 
approved assessments for joint 
drainage districts. Quastad voted 
against approval, saying just main 
ditches, not branches, should be 
assessed a portion of the county’s Iowa 
Drainage District Association bill.

The board also discussed Board of 
Adjustment and Planning & Zoning 
appointments. Pluth suggested former 
secondary roads employee Rich 
Blinkmann as a possibility, but that 
Blinkmann has not yet decided on 
which of the two boards he wanted to 
serve.

The board also accepted the 
resignation of Heather Howell as 
Lincoln Township clerk.

In other business, the board:
• Heard Quastad’s report on Peterson 

Point Founders Day Saturday, June 14. 
Quastad also commented on Peterson 
Point improvements. “Their heart’s 
in it,” Quastad said of the Nelsons 
who are administering the foundation 
overseeing the historic farmstead. 
Quastad also announced that an Iowa 
Drainage District Association meeting 
would be held Wednesday, June 18.

• Heard Glasnapp’s report on 
the Wallingford Fire Department 
fundraiser. Glasnapp also announced 
an upcoming Iowa Lakes Corridor 
meeting Wednesday, June 18.

• Heard a report from Board Chair 
Lisa Hansen on an upcoming Early 
Childhood North Central Iowa 
meeting.

• Heard Auditor Heidi Goebel 
report that the Planning & Zoning 
public hearing on the new wind 
energy conversion device ordinance 
will be 6 p.m. Monday, July 7 at Iowa 
Lakes Community College auditorium 
(room 16).

• Discussed fuel bids awarded 
the previous week. Emmet County 
Engineer Walter Davis-Oeth suggested 
the board put possible reconsideration 
of the bid award on its next agenda.

• Heard Goebel state that Emmet 
County Assessor Barb Bohm had said 
public comments on the new wind 
ordinance could be directed to her 
office until July 3. After that, they 
should be directed to Zoning Director 
Steve Hallgren.

Church Message
How would you feel if you had a neighbor who watched everything you did? 

This person would know if you were standing or sitting, when you went to bed 
and when you got up, and knew what you watched every night on TV.  Would 
this be a good thing? You just might be annoyed by this person, huh? What if 
the reason they knew all this about you was because they wanted to help you if 
you were ever in need or trouble?

Each and every one of us has a Neighbor and a Friend who knows everything 
about us. He is EL ROI, the God Who Sees. How can God know everything 
about me? He created me.

Psalm 139:13 & 16 says, “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 
and knit me together in my mother’s womb.... You saw me before I was born. 
Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out 
before a single day had passed.” Wow! God not only sees me now, He saw and 
knew everything I would do before the beginning of time. That is too great for 
me to understand. All I can do is trust in Jesus Christ and lean not on my own 
understanding.

If you are facing a difficult time or the next time you are facing a difficult 
time, remember, God knows what you are going through. Do you think that 
there’s no one who knows what you’re going through? Do you think no one 
cares? Wrong. EL ROI, the mighty One who sees, knows everything about you. 
Even if you’ve brought some of this trouble upon yourself through your foolish 
decisions, He still cares! He knows your name, where you’ve come from and 
where you are going and He wants to bless you with the assurance that He is 
in control of the beginning and the end, because He is the God Who Sees. He 
watches over you, seeing and knowing all that happens, and He comes to your 
aid. 

It is probably not good if your neighbor knows everything you do, or you 
know everything they do, but it is good that God sees. You are never alone. 
In all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us 
(Romans 8:37). 

What a “precious and magnificent promise” that sons and daughters of the 
Living God can experience victory “in” the very midst of tribulations, distresses 
or persecutions because He gives a supernatural provision through Christ, our 
EL ROI who sees our need and strengthens us to press on against all odds.

Remember, God has a panoramic vision.  He can see way more than we 
will ever see. Consider this prayer - EL ROI, You see everything. Help those 
who’ve run away -- in any sense of the word -- to return where they belong. In 
Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

 Shalom,
Pastor Todd Hartsock

Swea City Community Church (Global Methodist), and Cornerstone 
Global Methodist, Estherville

NEWS & AD  DEADLINE
FRIDAY 4 P.M.

Larry Kramer
Larry Kramer, 81, of Clear Lake, 

passed away on June 21, 2025, at 
Oakwood Care Center. Though we 
mourn his passing, we celebrate a life 
filled with love, hard work, and joyful 
memories shared with family, friends, 
and community.

Born in Fenton, Iowa, to Harland 
and Edna (Douglas) Kramer, Larry 
grew up with a creative spirit and 
endless curiosity. His younger 
brother, Ron, recalls how Larry was 
always building—forts made of hay 
and straw in the barn, treehouses 
crafted from scavenged wood, even a 
makeshift airplane for imaginary trips 
around the world.

Larry graduated from high school 
in Ringsted before continuing his 
education at Estherville Junior 
College and later at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato. It was during 
his time in junior college that he 
met Judy Fay, a young bookkeeper 
working at a local bank. A blind date 
brought them together and sparked a 
lifelong love. They were married on 
November 23, 1963—just one day 
after the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy—and went on to 
share 62 years as devoted partners in 
love, life, and business.

Together, they raised five 
children—Michael, Randy, Kris, Kim, 
and Katie—in a home filled with love, 
laughter, and adventure. Larry was the 
steady presence, the glue (Elmer’s, 
the kids say) that held the family 
together. His circle of love expanded 
to include eight grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, and many dear 
friends and colleagues. He was the 
best role model, mentor, and teacher 
his family could have asked for.

Larry spent many years in retail 
management before he and Judy 
moved to Clear Lake in 1989 and 
purchased a hardware store. Through 
hard work and determination, 
they grew that single store into a 
successful chain with locations in 
Clear Lake, Mason City, Garner, 
Austin (Minnesota), and Hampton. 

Though they later sold the Austin and 
Hampton stores, their commitment 
to community and customer service 
turned Kramer Ace Hardware into a 
regional staple and a pillar of support. 
Every one of their children—and 
most of the grandchildren—worked 
alongside them at one point, making 
it truly a family business.

Though Larry was a quiet and 
humble man, his presence was 
unmistakable. His warm smile could 
light up a room, and his steady, hands-
on leadership earned the respect of 
all who worked with him. He was 
never one to sit back and watch—
Larry worked side by side with his 
employees, stocking shelves, assisting 
customers, and doing whatever 
needed to be done to keep the business 
running smoothly. His loyal dog, 
Ginger, was a frequent companion 
at the store, becoming a beloved 
fixture among staff and customers 
alike. Larry led by example, showing 
that true leadership comes from hard 
work, kindness, and treating others 
with respect.

Camping was one of Larry’s 
greatest joys. The Kramer family’s 
first camper was a well-loved 1971 
seventeen-foot “Yellowstone” that 
launched countless adventures. From 
weekend getaways to extended road 
trips across the U.S. and Canada—
especially their beloved annual trips 
to Rocky Mountain National Park—
Larry created memories that will last 
a lifetime.

An outdoorsman at heart, Larry 
loved fishing, hunting, boating, and 
later in life, pickleball. He was a loyal 
Hawkeye football and basketball 
fan and a lifelong Chicago Cubs 
supporter—long before it was cool.

Larry was also deeply committed 
to his faith and community. He was 
an active member of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church, served on the church 
school board, and was involved with 
the Knights of Columbus and the 
Clear Lake Noon Lions Club—where 
he could always be counted on for 
the early shift at the annual chicken 
BBQ and the emergency charcoal run. 
Larry took pride in being involved 
in countless community and church 
committees.

To honor Larry is to love your 
family, help your friends, serve your 
community, and live with the quiet 
confidence of God’s grace. Larry 
Kramer, our Helpful Hardware Man, 
lived a life that mattered.

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Judy (Fay) Kramer; his brother, Ron 
(Sherry) Kramer of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; and their five children: 
Michael (Jill) Kramer of Garner, 
Iowa; Randy (Richelle) Kramer of 
Buffalo, Minnesota; Kris Kramer of 
Clear Lake, Iowa; Kim (Gregg Haug) 
Kramer of Thornton, Iowa; and Katie 
Kramer of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

His grandchildren include Joshua 
Kramer (fiancée Kenidy Wells) 
of Clear Lake, Iowa; Melyssa 
McDonough (Joe) of Brooklyn Park, 
Minnesota; Jeffrey Kramer (fiancée 
Michelle Condon) of Santa Monica, 
California; Jana Mewes (Shawn) of 
Kanawha, Iowa; Morgan Larson of 
Rudd, Iowa; Matthew Kramer-Blaine, 
Minnesota; Meaghyn Kramer of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Holden 
Larson of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Great-grandchildren include Jayce 
Mewes, Carter Mewes, Salvator 
Mewes, Alaska Kramer, Lennyn 
Wells, Charlotte McDonough, and 
Jacen McDonough.

Larry was preceded in death by his 
parents, Harland and Edna Kramer, 
and his infant sister, Karen Kramer.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held at 10:30 AM on Friday, June 
27, 2025, at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, 1001 9th Avenue S., Clear 
Lake, Iowa, with Rev. Josh Link as 
Celebrant. Burial will follow at Clear 
Lake Cemetery.

Visitation will take place from 5:00 
to 7:00 PM on Thursday, June 26, 
2025, at Ward-Van Slyke Colonial 
Chapel, 310 1st Avenue N., Clear 
Lake, Iowa. A Scriptural Wake 
Service will begin at 4:30 PM.

Memorials may be directed to St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church or the Clear 
Lake Noon Lions Club.

Ward-Van Slyke Colonial Chapel 
310 1st Ave N Clear Lake 641-357-
2193 ColonialChapels.com

Newspaper policy on 
publishing obituaries

Stateline Publications would like 
to notify their readers about the policy 
regarding obituaries.

As of this date, there will be a $50 
charge for publishing obituaries.    The 
fee includes the full obituary with or 
without a photo. A death notice and 
service times will be published free of 
charge.

Stateline Publications will charge 
the funeral home directly for local 
obituaries.  Persons bringing in 
obituaries will be responsible for 
payment.

Questions can be directed to the 
Armstrong Journal at 712-868-3460 or 
the Bancroft Register at 515-885-2531.
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NOTICE:
A Step Back In Time... 
Armstrong’s Family History 
(Green Book). $20 a Piece. Call 
or Stop in to The Armstrong 
Journal to buy yours. These 
books were published in 1993 for 
the Armstrong Centennial.

Must be a MidAmerican residential 
electric customer in Iowa or Illinois

GET $50 
FOR RECYCLING

YOUR OLD, 
WORKING  
FRIDGE

MidAmericanEnergy.com/appliance-recycling

Get help for  
them - and you.

If gambling is impacting you or a loved one, 
call us. We’re here for you 24/7.

Ask your child’s  
healthcare provider  

about the HPV vaccine.

Auction
THRIFTIQUES OF IOWA We are 
one of the highest rated online 
auction companies. Selling high 
end coins, jewelry, antiques, 
collectables. Send pictures 
thriftiquesiowa@gmail.com

Class Action 
Lawsuit

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection between 
2020 and the present time, you 
may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

Miscellaneous
Does your basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE 
Inspection & Same Day Estimate. 
$250 off ANY project with code 
GET250. Call 1-866-554-1730

Miscellaneous
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
954-5087 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

CARS, VANS, TRUCKS

   DITSWORTH AUTO SALES

25 HH 82x14 ATV Trailer Aul., 2-60” side ramp, Bi-fold gate ..........................................$3,950
18 Chrysler Pacifica Limited, 4-dr., gray, V6, leather, sunroof, 1-owner .....................$18,500
17 Ford Edge SEL, 4 dr, blue, AWD, V-6, leather, sunroof ............................................$12,900
16 Chevy Colorado LT, 4-dr., red, 4x4, V6, 1-owner  ....................................................$18,800
14 Ford Edge SEL, 4-dr., black, AWD, V6, full power  .................................................. $11,000
14 Chevy 1500 LTZ, 4-dr., blue, 4x4, V6, leather, sunroof  ...........................................$17,500
11 Dodge Challenger RT, 2-dr., gray, V8, Hemi, auto, wheels, 2-owner  ......................$24,800
06 Chevy 1500 LTZ, 4-dr., red, V8, 4x4, full power ........................................ SOLD $  5,500
05 Ford F150 XLT, 4-dr., crew, black, V8, 4x2, auto, wheels  ......................... SOLD $  5,500

HOT DEALS!  ALUMA - And H-H TRAILERS - SAVE BIG $$
CELL: 515-341-0832    BANCROFT, IA

SHOP:  515-885-2506

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO WCTATEL.NET/CAREERS. 
TO APPLY, EMAIL RESUME AND COVER LETTER TO 

EMPLOYMENT@WCTATEL.COM 

WCTA is a local and progressive
leader in Fiber Internet services

and we are growing!

WE’RE HIRING!
Join our team as a 

Marketing Specialist

800-592-6105 WWW.WCTATEL.NET

KOSSUTH COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

IT Technician 2
Kossuth County is seeking a qualified

candidate for the position of IT Technician 2. 
 
 
 
 

This position provides computer and technology support & 
installations for Kossuth County. Perform day to day trouble-
shooting, determine, and implement resolutions to various 
hardware and software issues. Assist with computer, network, 
and phone installation, support, and maintenance. Provide 
some after-hours maintenance and installation of network 
systems. 24x7 Emergency Operations 911 support including 
EMS/EMA/911/Law Enforcement. 

Kossuth County offers competitive wages, excellent benefits, 
and modern facilities to work in.

An application may be obtained at the Kossuth County IT   
Department, 114 West State Street, Algona, IA, 50511 or 
https://www.kossuthcounty.iowa.gov/careers/  Completed 
applications & resumes can be submitted to dolson@kossuth-
county.iowa.gov . Applications will be accepted until July 1st 
2025. Offers are contingent on passing background checks and 
preemployment functional job analysis.

NOTICE
TO THE PUBLIC

Noxious Weeds Must 
Be Destroyed

Notice is hereby given this 20nd day of June 2025, 
pursuant to the Code of Iowa, Chapter 317, Weed Law.  
All owners, occupants, agents, and public officials in 
charge of lands in Kossuth County shall destroy or 
eradicate noxious weeds standing, being, or growing 
on such lands by effective cutting, tillage, cropping, 
or treating with chemicals or combination thereof, as 
often as may be required to prevent the weeds from 
blooming and maturing seeds.  

GROUP – 1 – by June 21 – Leafy spurge, Hoary 
cress, Sour dock, Smooth dock, Red sorrel, Musk 
thistle, Buckthorn.

GROUP – 2 – by June 24 – Canada thistle, Russian 
knapweek, Buckthorn plantain, Wild mustard.

GROUP- 3 – by July 15 – Field bindweed, Wild 
carrot, Poison hemlock, Multiflora rose,

Horsenettle, Sowthistle, Quackgrass, Velvetleaf, 
Puncture vine, Cocklebur, Bull thistle, Tall thistle, Wild 
sunflower, Teasel, and all other thistles of the Circium 
or Carduus genus, Shattercane, Palmer Amaranth, 
Peppergrass and Purple Loosestrife.

Upon failure to observe this notice, the Weed 
Commissioner is required to proceed pursuant to 
the law and have the weeds destroyed, the expense 
of which shall constitute a lien and be entered as a 
tax against the land and be collected as other real 
estate taxes are collected.   

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS, KOSSUTH COUNTY, IOWA

Corey Petersen     Kossuth County Weed Commissioner      Algona,Iowa

Estherville, Iowa  •  Mike Eggers  •  712-362-3950
Certified Technicians • Complete Car Care

Get Ready Get Ready 
 for Summer! for Summer!

Stop in to get your car cleaned up and detailed!

M.E.’S BODY SHOP
& DETAIL CENTER



The Family of
   John Charles Quinn 

— would like to thank everyone who attended 
John’s celebration of life. 

We are deeply grateful for the many 
expressions of sympathy and support.  

The wonderful memories you shared brought 
us laughter and tears of joy.

Your presence and kind words meant a great 
deal for our family.

              The Family of John Charles Quinn

712-260-9690
Mark Howell Larry Howell

712-260-9693

CCEEYYLLOONN  SSUUMMMMEERR  CCOONNSSIIGGNNMMEENNTT  AAUUCCTTIIOONN
FFaarrmm  EEqquuiippmmeenntt  //  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  EEqquuiippmmeenntt    

LLuummbbeerr  //  BBuuiillddiinngg  SSuupppplliieess  //  TTrruucckkss    
VVeehhiicclleess  //  TTrraaiilleerrss  //  MMoowweerrss  //  AAttvv''ss  //  MMiisscc..  
NNoo  HHoouusseehhoolldd  iitteemmss,,  TTiirreess,,  PPllaassttiicc  TTaannkkss  oorr  AApppplliiaanncceess

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  1199tthh  22002255  
CCeeyylloonn  MMNN  --  SSttaarrttiinngg::  88::3300  aamm  
HHuuggee  AAuuccttiioonn  SSeellll iinngg    22--33  RRiinnggss  aall ll  
ddaayy  ccaallll  eeaarrllyy  wwiitthh  ccoonnssiiggnnmmeennttss  ttoo  
ggeett  aaddvveerrttiisseedd  &&  wwaattcchh  FFaacceebbooookk  ffoorr  
iinnffoo  aanndd  ppiiccttuurreess  ooff      aauuccttiioonn    iitteemmss

BBrriinngg  CCoonnssiiggnnmmeennttss  ttoo  CCeeyylloonn  

JJuullyy  1100tthh  --  JJuullyy  1177tthh  oorr  uunnttiill  ffuullll

    88::0000  aamm  --  55::0000  ppmm

HHoowweellll  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  &&  AAuuccttiioonn
www.howellrealestateandauction.com

Gary Helmers
507-236-2921

2025
Armstrong Betterment

Golf Tournament
Saturday, June 28, 2025

4-Person Best Ball
$150/Team
18 Holes

Registration 9:30 a.m.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Tee Off:

10:00 a.m.
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When you don’t know 
who to turn to, Your 
Life Iowa is here for you 
24/7 no matter where 
you live in the state. 
Whether its substance 
use, gambling, or 
mental health.
No judgment. 
Just help.  

Call (855) 581-8111
Text (855) 895-8398
Chat YourLifeIowa.org

SWEA CITY PARK & REC  
DUCK DROP @ 2:00 p.m. 

$5 per duck or 5 for $20  
Numbered ducks dropped in the pool at 2:00 
First duck to the other side wins 
Prize - 50% of what is sold up to $200  
Ducks will be sold until race time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Friday, June 27 

5:00 - 8:00  Swea City Fireman’s Supper at the firehall  – Steak Sandwich Meal  

8:00 – 11:00  Karaoke / DJ – Pub 307 (inside) 

9:00 NU Wrestling GLOW 5K Run & Walk on Main Street 

   
Saturday, June 28   

9:00 – 1:00 Bloody Mary Bar & Mimosas – Pub 307 (inside) 

9:00  Stompin Grounds Food Truck – Serving Rolls & Coffee  Barry Boland’s Lot 

9:00        Ride Across Swea City – Community Club in front of Main Street Manor 
         All Ages Welcome To Ride – 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Prizes for Best Decorated Bike & Best 

Costume for all school age kids through fifth grade.  Judging begins at 8:45 a.m. 
 

10:30 Book Sale until 2:00 p.m. – Swea City Library – Reynolds Park 
 

11:00    

   Contact Nina at (515) 538-0620 for  
   parade information.   
    

 Happy Train Rides – Community Club  
   

Inflatables – Community Club  
   

After   Bag Tournament & Balloon Toss  – Pub 307 on Main Street  
Parade  

  

1:00  Historical House & Annex Tours – 3rd St. – Historical Society 

1:00 Pedal Tractor Pull – South side of park – Betterment Club  Registration at 12:30 p.m. 

2:00 Duck Drop – Swea City Park & Rec  
 

2:00 Bingo – in the park – SCIL 
 Must be 21 to play. 
 

3:00 – 7:00 Karaoke / DJ – Pub 307 (inside) 
 

8:00 – 12:00   Street Dance – Jesse Wilson Band – Pub 307 on Main Street 
   
Sunday, June 29 
 

9:00   Immanuel Lutheran Church – Celebrating 150th Anniversary 
 Lunch will be provided after service. 
  

Bloody Mary Bar & Mimosas – Pub 307 (inside) 
 

  
 
     

PPaarraaddee  

       June 27-29, 2025 
 

In the 
park 
after 

parade 

 

 

Food on Saturday – in the park  
 
Pork Loin Sandwiches – SCIL     
 

Taco in a Bag - Coed Kids 4-H Club   Bummy’s BBQ  The Lemon    
     

Cotton Candy – NU Cheer  Groovy Smoothie    Sweet Tooth Hand Scooped Ice Cream 
 

Cream Teas – Scone Friday & Sunday (10 – 3), Saturday (12:30 – 3:00), no reservations are needed 
 

Pork Patties, Hamburgers, Brats, Hot Dogs, Bake Sale Items – Mighty Warrior Youth Group  
 
 
 

 

 Immanuel Lutheran Church Following Parade - 1:00 
Sloppy Joes, Potato Salad, Chips, Pie, Ice Cream, Drink 
Drinks  

Don’t forget your swimsuits for free swimming! 
Saturday and Sunday. 
(Weather permitting) 

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net
BANCROFT — Harris-Lake Park’s 

Bowden Barnhart threw a one-hit 
shutout in helping the Wolves defeat 
North Union 9-0 in five innings in 

baseball action on Tuesday, June 17.
Barnhart struck out five batters and 

walked four. Casey Rezac had the 
Warriors’ lone hit.

Meanwhile, Riley Stevens took 
the loss for North Union. In four 

innings, he gave up eight earned runs 
on nine hits with three strikeouts, two 
walks, and one hit batter. Colin Kruse 
pitched the final inning and gave up 
one earned run on one hit with two 
strikeouts and three walks.

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net
SWEA CITY — The North Union 

softball team pounded out 13 hits in 
defeating North Iowa 11-1 in four 
innings last Wednesday.

Every North Union starter had at 
least one hit in the contest. Ainsley 
Ulrich, who pitched the Warriors to 

victory, helped her own cause by 
going 2-for-3 with a pair of doubles 
and two RBIs. Kyla Irmiter also was 
2-for-3 with two RBIs, while Brylie 
Deim was 2-for-3 with a double and 
an RBI, and Ariana Giddings was 
2-for-2.

Also, Shallie Walders, Aslynn 
Sobolik, and Marissa Nielsen each 

were 1-for-2, and Olivia Price and 
Maisey Bierstedt each were 1-for-3. 
Sobolik’s hit was a double, and she, 
Walders, and Nielsen each had an 
RBI.

On the mound, Ulrich gave up 
one earned run on one hit with five 
strikeouts and four walks in four 
innings of work.

Ulrich tosses  
shutout while 
getting 300th 
strikeout
By David Swartz

SWEA CITY — With her first 
strikeout against Spencer last 
Thursday, North Union sophomore 
ace Ainsley Ulrich notched her 300th 
career strikeout. She would go on 
to strike out 10 more Tigers in the 
Warriors’ 6-0 non-conference victory 
to finish the night with 310 career 
strikeouts—116 this season.

Ulrich gave up two hits and 
one walk, and the Warrior defense 
committed just one error in limiting 
Spencer’s scoring chances.

Meanwhile, North Union’s offense 
came to life with four runs in the 
second inning, followed by insurance 
runs in the third and fifth innings.

Aslynn Sobolik, Shallie Walders, 
and Maisey Bierstedt each went 2-for-
3 on the night. Bierstedt had three 
RBIs, while Sobolik hit two doubles 
and drove in a run. Walders also had 
a double. Ulrich and Marissa Nielsen 
each went 1-for-3, and Olivia Price 
was 1-for-4. Price and Nielsen both 
had RBIs.

By David Swartz
dswartz@esthervillenews.net

MILFORD — After taking a 4-1 
lead with three runs in the top of the 
fifth, inning the North Union baseball 
team couldn’t contain host Okoboji. 
The Pioneers took their first lead with 
six runs in the bottom of the inning 
and plated four insurance runs in the 
sixth for an 11-4 victory on Monday, 
June 16.

Caden Walders started on the 
mound. In 4 1/3 innings, he gave up 
four earned runs on three hits with 
six strikeouts and three walks. Max 
Merrill and Cooper Hoye pitched in 
relief. Merrill gave up two earned runs 
and walked two batters. Hoye gave up 
five earned runs on six hits with one 
strikeout, one walk and one hit batter.

North Union finished with six hits 
led by Casey Rezac, who went 2-for-
3. Colin Kruse and Wiley Stevens 
each were 1-for-3 and Walders and 
Merrill each were 1-for-4. Merrill had 
two RBIs and Hoye had an RBI.

By David Swartz
BANCROFT — With all the scoring 

occurring in the first three innings, the 
North Union baseball team held on for 
a 3-2 victory over visiting North Iowa 
on Wednesday, June 18.

The Bison scored a run in the first, 
with North Union taking the lead with 
a pair of runs in the second inning. 
North Iowa tied the game in the top 
of the third, with the Warriors scoring 
the go-ahead run in the bottom of the 
inning.

Greyson Colegrove pitched six 

innings in the win, giving up two 
earned runs on four hits with seven 
strikeouts and seven walks. Max 
Merrill closed out the seventh inning, 
striking out one batter and walking 
two without giving up a hit.

North Union finished with six hits 
scattered throughout the lineup. Cole 
Nicoson was 1-for-3 with a double 
and an RBI. Caden Walders was 1-for-
2, while Merrill, Colin Kruse, Casey 
Rezac, and Cooper Hoye each went 
1-for-3. Merrill, Kruse, and Rezac 
scored the Warriors’ runs.

Sliding into third and beating the throw was North Union’s Ainsley Ulrich  who was credited for stealing a base 
during their conference match up against North Iowa.  Ainsley took the win on the mound also that night.

Bison no match for Warriors

Wolves outpower North Union Warriors

A soft line drive to second baseman Madison Bunkofske was quickly scooped up and tossed to first baseman 
Kyla Irmiter for the out against North Iowa.

Warriors bring home 
victory over North Iowa

Pioneers 
dominate 
Warriors

NCC announces 
Honor’s List

Levi Vaske of Bancroft was named 
to the Northwest Iowa Community 
College, Sheldon, Iowa, Honor List 
for the Spring semester. Students on 
the Honor List are full-time and have 
achieved an average grade point of 
3.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale.

NCC continually maintains a high 
presence of quality students that 
are represented on the Honor List. 
These students are to be commended 
for their fine performance in their 
respective fields. 

FUN
40 
DAYS 
less than 

EMMET 
COUNTY Fair

SCAN THE LINK TO 
VIEW FULL SCHEDULE:

ALL  kid 
activities are FREE,
 except Inflatables!

FREE GAMES • FACE PAINTING 
• MAGIC SHOWS & MORE!

ALL WEEK LONG – JULY 22–27, 2025
Bring the whole crew for hands-on fun, laughs, and 

memory-making moments!

Kids’ 

INFLATABLES OPEN! $15 for 1-Day Wristband | $20 
for 2-Day Wristband | Open Friday & Saturday 12–9 PM

COLORING CONTEST - 
Entries accepted 
until Friday @ 5pm
MAGIC SHOWS WITH 
KEITH LEFF - Friday & 
Saturday in Eagle Lake
FACE PAINTING - Friday & 
Saturday 1-6pm
KIDS PEDAL PULL 
- Saturday 3pm

SCAVENGER HUNT - 
Thursday-Sunday 
(details @ fair office)
FREE PIZZA EATING 
CONTEST - Saturday 5pm
FREE FAIR GAMES - 
Thursday-Sunday 1-2pm
PET SHOW & RABBIT 
SHOW - Perfect for 
young animal lovers!

Ringsted Fire 
Department 
Fundraiser 

Ribeye
Steak

Sandwich
Saturday, 
June 28th

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
at the

Ringsted Legion
Community

Center!
Your chance to support your  

local fire department!

ICCC President’s and 
Dean’s List released

The Iowa Central Community 
College Office of the Registrar has 
released the spring 2025 President’s 
List.

In order to be named to the 
President’s List, a student must have 
a 4.0 grade point average (4.0 is an A) 
in all academic subjects with a total 

of at least 6 semester hours of credit.
Jorja Cole - Armstrong
Shelby Potratz - Fenton

* * * 
The Office of the Registrar has 

released the spring 2025 Dean’s List.
In order to be named to the Dean’s 

List students must complete at least 6 
semester credit hours with a 3.5 (4.0 
scale).

Brynn Tirevold, Armstrong




